
 

 

Left is the Cormorant equipment, which came 

into service in 2005.  It was a mobile radio relay 

trunk system designed to provide communica-

tions services to early entry deployed HQs and to 

link all elements of a joint force deploying over-

seas.  The Cormorant system was designed 

around an asynchronous transfer mode (ATM) 

switching technique, providing digital voice sub-

scriber facilities and a high speed data local area 

network (LAN). There was a wide area compo-

nent, which enabled the interconnection of HQs  

on a 'backbone' communications network 

(radio  relay, satellite or commercial cable) across 

a large geographical area. 

The system incorporated “Commercial off the Shelf 

(COTS)” technology, was fully containerised and 

could be operated in either vehicle mounted (shown 

in the second photo) or dismounted mode.  Each 

small HQ was designed to scale up in line with the 

requirements of a particular operation as well as 

being sufficiently flexible to be employed in a vari-

ety of roles from peace keeping to conflict.  The 

nuclei of the system were Core Elements (CEs) to 

provide routing and switching with Local Area 

Support Modules (LaSPs) providing local distribu-

tion around the HQs.  

Cormorant deployed to Iraq on Op TELIC in 

2006.  It was also used in Cyprus during Op 

Highbrow, the Non-combatant Evacuation Op-

eration (NEO) of 4,500 British nationals from 

Lebanon in July 2006 (in response to the fighting 

between Israeli forces and Hezbollah).  In No-

vember 2007 it was deployed to Kuwait on Op 

Grimes to assist the withdrawal of British forces 

from Iraq.  In May 2008 it was deployed to Kos-

ovo on Op Valero for the period around Kos-

ovo’s independence. The final photo shows Cor-

morant linked to a Talon satellite communica-

tions dish in Iraq during Op TELIC 8. 
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