
 

 

OPERATION FORTITUDE (South) was an element of 

the D Day deception plan. The aim was to convince the 

German High Command that the forthcoming invasion of 

Europe would take place in Calais and not Normandy. The 

top secret No 5 Wireless Group wrote and recorded scripts 

for the fictitious First United States Army Group led by 

General Patton. These recordings were made using the No 

1 Wire Recorder (see left) and then broadcast from Kent 

to give the illusion that a full Army Group was gathering 

there in preparation for an invasion of Calais.  

Much has been written by historians as to how successful 

OP FORTITUDE was in deceiving the enemy. However, 

what was of decisive importance to the success of D Day 

was not that the Germans believed the Allies might land in the 

Pas de Calais, but that they were denied assured knowledge 

that they would do so in Normandy. Protection of the secrecy 

of Operation Overlord - (the Normandy landings) mattered 

more than promotion of Operation Fortitude. This was made 

more possible since the Germans lacked command of the air, 

the sea and had no reliable Atlantic weather stations. Max 

Hastings in his book “The Secret War– Spies, codes and 

guerrillas 1939-45” provides an excellent summary in chap-

ter 18 : “Allied radio deception, which was brilliantly sophis-

ticated, probably played a larger role in deceiving the Ger-

mans about Allied plans before and after D Day 

than did [the actions] of double agents. Bletchley 

Park at this time increased the flow of decrypted 

German messages to operational commanders, 

which suggested that the German intelligence 

vastly over-estimated the size of the Allied army 

preparing for the invasion. After the war the Ger-

mans confirmed that the allied signals discipline 

had been excellent; there was no kind of radio alert 

prior to the invasion on the 6th June 1944. 
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