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PRI C E : O NE SHILi.iN G 

MOST of our readers will know of the excellent work of the oldiers', 

Sailors' ahd Airmen's Families' Association, but many may be unawan: 
of the facilities afforded by the S .. A.F.A. Married Families' Club. The club, 
at 14/ 16 Nevern Square, Earl's Court, London, S.W.5, is for the use of all 
members of H.M. Forces belmv commissioned rank, either serving or ex-Service, 
and their wives and children, and consists of three houses, which have been 
knocked into one, providing accommodation for 100 people. 

There is a spacious lounge, two d in ing rooms, and a children's nursery, 
\vhere the children may be left while the parents go out by themselves. The 

bedrooms are various sizes, catering for a variety of families, for instance, for 
the Serviceman with a large family there is a bedroom with a double bed for 
rhe parents, two ingle beds for the larger children, and two cots for the babies. 
Other bedrooms carer for mailer families. There is also a laundry room and 
a library. All this is supplied for the charge of 5s. per person, for bed, bath 
and breakfast. Children of five year and under are half-price. Supper is 
available at ls. 6d. each, and a mid-day meal on Sundays is 2s. 

The atmosphere is bright and gay, and tho e who wish to avail them ~Ives 
of a short trip to London could not do better than stay at thi club. 

Her Majesty Queen Mary, Pre ident of the oldiers', Sailor 'and Airmen' 
Familie ' Association visited the premises recently, and was mo t imere ted 
and asked many que tions. 

Full particulars may be obtained from the Club Director. 

:i: 

HEl'~JO~-~o. I f,O)IP_'-."\'l.·. ~o. I;; AIR 
J~ORlUATIO~ SlGN Al,S 

A reunion dinner jlnd dance of members of No. 1 Com pany, o. 15 Air 

Formation ignals and their wive was held on- 12th October 194 , at th 
"La Boheme" Restaurant New Bond treet, London, W.1. 

The chair wa taken by Major G. H. McKowen M.B.E. 

One hundred and fifty were present. The dinner wa followed bv a dance. 
\. hich was enjoyed by all. It was a most successful evening and it is hoped t 
hold a similar function next year. 

Among the guest were Major and Mr . E . M . Gleadl~-Richard Mai r 
A. Barnet, Captain and M r ' . G . E. G yngell, Captain S. Peddlesden and Officer
Cadet R. McCormi k, son of Captain R. R. 11 Cormick. 
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An Empire Field of Remembrance in rhe grounds of 
t. Margaret's Church, Westminster, was organised by the 

British Legion poppy factory. The Corps was allotted 
an area, and a party of the London branch of the Old 
Comrades' Association planted a badge cross on behalf of 
the Ro al Signals' Association, and a number of wreath 
crosses were contributed by local branches. Remembrance 
crosses were planted by ex-members of the Corps and 
their families who visited the field. 

* * * 
SUBSCRIPTIONS FOR 1948 

We should like to remind those of you who have not yet 
paid your subscription for 1948 that the price uf THE WIRE 
remains unchanged at a shilling a single copy or ten shillings 
for the vear, post free. Remirtances should be sent to: 

The General Secretary, 

* 

Ro al Signals Association, 
88 Eccleston Square, 

London, S.W.l. 

* * 
Pt:BLICATIONS RECEIVED 

We acknowledge with thanks receipt of the following 
publications : 

THE H.L.I. CHRONICLE, October, 1947. 
AUSTRALIAN DEFENCE SERVICES NEWSLETTER, 27th 

October, 194 7. 
CATTERICK ExPRESS, 22nd November and 6th December, 

1947. 
R.E.M.E., December, 1947. 
THE PIONEER, October, 1947. 
RA. .C. JOURNAL, November, 1947. 
.. CERTOBUST," Vol. 1, Nos. l and 2. 
CA IRA, December, 1947. 
THt \X' I'>H . TRE.'iM, Vol. l, No. 2. 

Honie 
Stations 

ROYAL SIGNALS O.C.T.U. 

December 
Pass Off Parade. The salute at the pass off parade of 

Course 189 on 18th November 1947, was taken by Brigadier 
J. R. Patten, C.B.E., M.C., C. .0 . Northern Command. The 
Senior Under Officer was Officer-Cadet R. W. Hughes, and 
the Commandant's cane was awarded to Officer-Cadet 
P. Tainsh. 

Royal Signals O.C.T.U. Reunion Dinner. On 'aturday 
1st November, some 57 members of the O.C.T.U., past 
and present, gathered together for the second annual reunion, 
which was held at the Connaught Assembly Rooms in 
London. An informal tea parry, held at the Waldorf 
Hotel during the afternoon, to which ladies were invited, 
enabled old friends to get together and to revive old 
memories. After dinner the toast of "The Unit" was 
proposed by Colonel W. H. N. Dent, C.B.E. (Commandant, 
January, 1942, to September, 1944), who also took 
advantage of the opportuniry to congratulate and to thank 
the Secretary, Major K . D. Anderson, for the very 
excellent work that had resul red in the second reunion 
dinner. Colonel J. R. Pinsent, o.s.o., Commandant of the 
O.C.T.U., January, 1941, to January, 1942, reminisced of 
his experiences leading up to the formation and the running 
of the O.C.T.U. in those early days. It is hoped to 
publish a photograph of the dinner in the next publication 
of THE WIRE. 

lnter-0.C. T.U. Sports Meetings. On Saturday, 15th 
November, we were at home to the Royal Artillery O.C.T.U. 
The programme included the following items : Rugby, 
soccer, hockey, cross-country, basketball, squash, golf and 
boxing. The social side was not neglected, a film show in 
the unit cinema, followed by a supper parry, enabled us to 
meet our opposite numbers, whilst the visit wound up with 
a most successful dance in the unit gymnasium. All events 
were well c.ontested, with the Gunners winning six out of 
the eight events. Our teams won the rugger by 29 points 
to 10 points and the boxing by 6 fights to 3. Special 
reference must be made to the very plucky fight put up by 
Officer-Cadet Bray, who beat his Gunner opponent in a 
hard-fought bout, when much punishment was given on 
both sides. 

Rugger. This season has proved, up to the present, one 
of the best the unit bas ever known, our record so far being : 
Matches played 9, won 8, lost 1. Points for 157, against 63 . 
We have won all our inter-0.C.T.U. fixtures. Our successes 
have been due not only to the presence of such players as 
Officer-Cadet G. Davies, the Welsh International, and 
Officer-Cadet J. W. Williams, Army and Combined Services, 
but also to the great enthusiasm and team spirit that exist 
in the team. In the Army Rugby Football Cup we have 
combined with the School of Signals. On Thursday, 28th 
November, the combined team met the 48 P.T.C. and 
Depot, Iorthamptonshire Regiment, in the third round. 
At half-time we were leading by 6 points to 0, the final 
sc.ore being 15 points (3 tries, 2 penalty goals) to 0 in our 
favour . 

Soccer. The unit team has improved greatly, and has 
conceded one point only in the last seven games. At 
present the team i& placed second in the Garrison League 
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and has fought its way into the third round of the Garrison 
Cup. The team has been well served by Drivers Lynch 
and Homer and by Sergeant Spence and Corporal Travis. 
These two N.C.0.s have been selected for the Royal Signals 
(Catterick) team in several matches in the F.A. Amateur 
Cup. 

Cross-Country. By being placed third in the. S.T.C. 
League run on 5th November, with a total of 601 points 
for that race, the unit has moved into fifth place in the 
league with a total of 1,861 points. The result of the first 
run of the Catterick District Cross-Country Running 
League, held on 29th October, places our team in fourth 
place with a total of 595 points. 

Mountaineering Club. Eight members of the Moun
taineering Club attended a rock climbing meet at Almscliffe 
Crag, near Harrogate, on Sunday, 9th November. Some 
thirry routes were negotiated and included many boulder 
problems; the classification of the routes varied from severe 
to very severe standards. Cadet members were pleased to 
have among them a representative from H.Q. Squadron 
:md hope to welcome many more into their " Spirit of the 
Hills" group. 

Catterick District Miniature Rifle League. The season 
1947-48 has commenced well for our team, who hope to 
repeat their succes& of last season, when they not only won 
the champ10nship cup and medals, but also established a 
record in going through the season withO\ ·t losing a match. 
During the month of November four matches have been 
fired off, all of which have been won by our team. The 
results are as follows: Royal Signals 0.C.T.U. 745 versus 
R.A.C. Depot 709. Royal Signals O.C.T.U. 367 versus 
R.E.M.E. 656. Royal Signals O.C.T.U. 719 versus 57 T.R. 
689. Royal Signals O.C.T.U. 737 versus 1 T.R. 662. 
Officer-Cadet Tyrell ·scored 98 points in the match against 
57 T.R. 

Finally, to the Corps in general and to members, past 
and present, of the O.C.T.U. go our very best wishes for 
Christmas and for the New Year. 

Nu. I TRAINING REGIMENT 

December 
REGIMENTAL H.Q. The past month, as usual, has seen 

changes in officers of the Regiment. Major M. G. de Blum, 
Second-in-Command and P,R.I., has proceeded on leave 
pending his retirement, his place as P.R.I. being taken by 
Major B. W. Beale, recently returned from 13 Corps Signal 
Regiment. Boy;;' Squadron has lost Captain L R. Griffiths, 
returned to Palestine, and Captain J. St. C. W. Robinson 
now attending the Pre-University Course. New arrivals 
include Captain G. A. Horner, ex-India, and Captain J. C. 
Green, rejoined after a long spell in hospital. Captain R. H. 
Maxfield, late of 13 Corps Signal Regiment, has taken over 
as Adjutant, replacing Captain T. H. Howat, due to attend 
the Staff College, Camberley, in January. Other newcomers 
are Second-Lieutenants Ribbons, Royal Signals, Rogers and 
Morris, both R.A.E.C. Our congratulations to Major C. E. 
Bucke on promotion to his new rank. 

Warrant Officers' and Sergeants' M ess. Things have been 
rather quiet during the past month but we have seen some 
old faces leave and some new " old " faces return to the fold. 

Arrival include R.Q.M.S. Hipper on S.Q.M.S. "Bu ry" 
Murray and Sergeant Scullion. Those who have left are 
R.Q.M.S. " Jumbo" Charlton, S.Q.M.S. "Banger" King 
and S.Q.M.S. "Jock" Robertson, all to No. 2 Depot Regi
ment for overseas. S.Q.M.S. Morris left us for Scottish 
Command Signal Regiment. 

The monthly Mess dance was held on Friday, 21st Novem-
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ber, and proved, as usual, a most enjoyable evening. The 
cabaret, which was an innovation, was ably conducted by 
our compere. A grand Christmas dance is scheduled for 
Tuesday, 16th December, and the usual festivities, including 
a draw, are being laid on. In January we propose to hold a 
Mess Night; date as yet unfixed. 

News of old Mess members would be welc.omed, e~pecially 
from Singapore way. 

Rugby. In the Garrison Cup competition the Regiment 
has won th.rough as far as the finals. Results of the first 
three rounds were: -

For Against 
v. No. 6 Training Regiment 11 7 
v. Royal Signals 0 .C.T.U. . .. 11 8 
v. 62nd Training Regiment, R.A.C. 32 0 

Some of the Regiment's players are included in Royal 
Signals (Catterick) XV, which is by now well known in 
Yorkshire Rugby circles. In the recent Command matches 
five of our men were chosen to represent Northern Command 
and three have had Army trial games. Lance-Corporal 
Evans, scrum-half, was selected for the Army Trial XV 
touring B.A.0.R. 

Soccer. Results for November were as follows: -
Division I 

For Against 
v. No. 6 Training Regiment 1 1 
v . No. 6 Training Regiment (Garri-

son Cup match) 2 3 
v. No. 5 Training Regiment 0 2 
v. No. 4 Training Regiment 4 2 
v. No. 3 Training Regiment 2 5 

Division II 
v. No. 3 Training Regiment 2 4 
v. No. 2 Training Regiment 4 3 
v. No. 19 P.T.C. 9 1 

Hockey. So far the Regiment has had a very successful 
season and in the Catterick District League heads the table 
with nine games played and won. November matches were: 

For Against 
v . Depot R.A.C. 3 0 
v. 62nd Training Regiment, R.A.C. 4 2 
v. R.A.F. Regiment . . . 4 0 

In the Northern Command Knock-out Competition the 
Regiment beat Y and N Brigade Training ~ntre in the first 
round by 4-1, and in the second round ts due to play 0e 
winners of No. 2 Training Regiment v. 62nd Trauung 
Regiment, R.A.C. 

Cross-Country. After the fifth run, the Regiment now 
holds second place to No. 2 Training Regiment in the S.T.C. 

· League with 2,009 points. . 
Signalman Soar is a welcome member to the Regimental 

team from No. 6 Training Regiment. 
No. 3 SQUADRON. The last week-end of November 

was of major importance to the Scots element of No. 3 
Squadron. On Saturday, 29th, which was St. Andrew's 
Night, the St. Aidan's Sociery, largely composed of No. 3 
Squadron members from the right side of the border, held a 
supper and dance. The supper was celebrated with all due 
pomp and ceremony, including piping in the haggis (fr~sbly 
shot) by Sergeant Kidd. The Addre to the ~aggis-a 
genuine specimen, part of Scotland's export dr1ve-\~as 
delivered by Sergeant Craig. The supper followed, consist
ing of "Haggis, champit tatties and bashed neep " wh~ch 
being translated means haggis, potatoes mashed and turrups 
ma hed. 

On the conclusion of the meal seven toasts were proposed, 
among them " The Armed Forces," to which Major-General 
R. T. O. Cary, c.B.E., o.s.o., A.o.c., G.O.C. Catterick District, 
replied. Speakers from the Squadron included Lance
Corporal Urquhart and Corporal Taylor Lance-Corporal 

3 



Cooper, late of the quadron and now with No. 6 Training 
Regiment. The dance which followed the serious part of 
the evening wa accompanied by all the usual yelling and 
prancing. At a rough estimate, about a third of the males 
present came from No. 3 quadron, which doubtless accounts 
for the increa ed attendance of the feminine element. 
Rumour hath it that ergeant raig wa so exhau ted by the 
dancing that he had no voice l · t to say "Yes plea e" when 
offered a cigarette ! 

On unday, 30th November, another noteworthy event 
took place. Major-General D. A. Graham C.B.E., n .. o., 
M.c., presented an oak pulpit to St. Aidan's Church on behalf 
of the 2nd Battalion, The Cameronians (Scottish Rifle ). 
Here again practically all the cots of the Squadron turned 
up for the special ervice. 

BOY ' SQUADRON. There have been many changes in 
the Boys' Squadron staff recently, and in addition to tho e 
named el ewhere in these notes we shall shortly be losing 
Lit:;utenant (Q.M.) E. mith to civilian life after 15 year ' 
service, which started off in Boys' service with the Squadron. 

Regular other ranks who are serving with the Squadron 
are S .. M. Hargreaves, S.Q.M.S.s Clarke and Holmes, Ser
geants Blades, Harrison, Lee, Markey, Morris and Venner 
and Corporal White. Tommy Blades is still soldiering on 
(latest date, July, 1948), with his 32 years' service, of which 
19 have been with Boys' Squadron. The active part he takes 
in cross-country training is ample proof that old soldiers 
never die. The Squadron now has 350 boys under training 
led by S.S.M. Boy Canham, and Sergeant Boys Barnden, 
Day, Mingauld, Peplow, Robin on and Webb. 

We corigratulate one of our ex-boy , "Tex" Canham, 
brother of our present S.S.M. Boy (he held this rank him
self), on his recent appointment to a commission. We are 
also pleased to hear that e.x-Boys Coppock and Sharp are now 
at the Royal Military Academy andhurst. 

Personal. The " Sheriff " would like to hear from any 
old members ,f 1st Cavalry Troop (Risalpur), 1931-1938. 

X o . :l TRAll'H:'\'G llEGll'UEXT 

December 
By the time these notes' appear in print Christmas, 1947, 

will be just another memory, but though we are too late 
for the usual good wishes we do hope the memory is a 
pleasant one and that the New Year will be one of good 
fortune for all. 

We must apologise for such a long absence from these 
columns and promise that we shall do better in future. 
During this prolonged silence we have seen so many 
changes that it is impossible to mention everyone 
individually outside Part II orders. Nevertheless we must 
record the departure of Lieutenant-Colonel T. A. R. Sc:ott, 
who has left us for warmer climes. We welcome in his 
place Lieutenant-Colonel J. S. Wise, who, after a tour in 
Malaya, faces a Catterick winter without qualms. We also 
welcome Major H. Kelly, our new Chief Instructor, who 
replaces Major A. B. Dryland, to whom we tender our 
congratulations on his qualifying for the Staff College. 

Among the O.R.s we have wished good-bye to S.S.M. 
Hopkins and S.Q.M.S. McGillivray to Dalton for another 
trip across the sea, and to S.Q.M.S. Nicklen, who preferred 
to try his hand as a civvy after 24 years in the Corps. In 
their places we extend the glad hand to S.S.M. Douthwaite 
and .Q.M.S.s Statham and Bourner. 

Football. The Regiment has entered teams in the First 
and econd Divisions of the District League and has also 
entered for the Army, Northern Command and Catterick 
Di:.trict Cup tournaments. The First Division team have 

up to the pre cnt dropped on1y three points in eleven league 
<>ames and have a goal average of 56-15. The econd 
Division team have dropped only four points in thirteen 
league games and have an even better goal average at 81-12. 
In the preliminary round of the Army Cup we met 
65 H.A.A. Regiment, Royal Artillery, whom we defeated by 
6 goals to I. The first round found us drawn against our 
neighbour, No. 4 Training Regiment, and in a well 
supported match we emerged the victors by 12 goals !O 2. 
Our opponents in the second round were S.M.E., Ripon, 
whom we beat by 4 goals to 2 in one of the best matches we 
have played this year. With a bye in the third round we 
are looking forward to the fourth round with high hopes. 
In the Catterick District Cup we comp letely outclassed our 
first round opponents, 323 Royal Pioneer Corps, by scoring 
16 goals without reply, and in the second round of this 
tournament we beat I.S.T.W. by 5 goals to 0. In addition 
to the above programme our teams have contributed an 
average of eight or nine player to the Royal S~gnals, 
Catterick team which has been doing very well m the 
Amateur Cup competition. Taken all round, we spectators 
have been treated to some very entertaining football in all 
these competition . Now and then our teams have out
clas ed their opponents by registering win in the First 
League by 10-0, 8-0 and 12-2 and in the Second 
League by 21- 0, 11-3 and 15-1, but as a rule we have 
seen some very good exhibitions of team work that render 
it unnecessary to congratulate individual players by name, 
though an exception must be made in the case of Signalman 
Elmes in recording his selection to play for the Army team 
to tour B.A.0.R. later this month. We also congratulate 
Corporal Knight, Lance-Corporal Dare, Signalman Atkins 
and Signalman Emblen on being selected to play for the 

orthern Command Amateur XI aaginst Combined 
Universities. 

Hockey. Without the ostentatious following of the 
footb3ll teams our ho:::key team has been equally successful 
in its sphere. In the Catterick District League we have 
played 13 matches and have won 11 of them, placing us 
third in the league table. In the district knock-out 
competition we met Royal Signals O.C.T.U. in the first 
round and beat them 4 goals to 0. 

Boxing. An inter-Squadron novices' boxing tow·nament 
was held in the Regimental Gymnasiwn on 21st and 23rd 
October. On the first evening No. 2 Squadron beat Head
quarters by 18 points to 13 and No. 3 Squadron beat No. 1 
by 21 points to 12. In the finals, after losing four of the 
first five fights, No. 3 Squadron staged an exciting recovery 
to win the contest by 16 points to 15 after an extremely 
interesting evening's sport, during which excitement ran 
so high it was sometimes difficult to remember the " Silence·" 
rule, and so No. 3 Squadron retain the trophy which they 
won last year. 

Early in November we met No. 5 Training Regiment 
in the S.T.C. novices' competition. In all but two bouts 
our opponents were victorious, and in most of them our 
fighters were obviously up against far superior men, and 
are to be congratulated on putting up very plucky displays, 
even though outclassed. 

And that for this month will be all for sport. Later I 
hope to get some news from our rugger enthusiasts and 
the cross-country runners, who at present appear to be 
hiding their lights. 

Social activities are for the moment overshadowed by 
the imminence of Christmas leave, though no doubt the 
usual Christmas parties will be taking place soon. At the 
moment the R.S.M., in his capacity of indoor games 
officer, is busy running an indoor games tournament, of 
which we will no doubt bear more anon. 

Training still runs its imperturable course, just in case 
readers have the impression we exist solely for sport. G.S. 
intakes arrive with unfailing regularity, and in twenty weeks 
disappear as O.W.L.s or in five weeks as O.S.T.s. No. 1 
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Squadron is leaving the Sandhurst block for the compara
tive wilds of Basra Lines. The walk before breakfast ~hould 
be very good for the appetite, though I doubt if the 
Messing Officer will accept that as a good enough reason 
for increased rations. 

Births. Congratulations to S.Q.~.S. and Mrs. Holt on 
the arrival of twins (a boy and a girl). I~ that what one 
means by a mixed blessing? Anyway, smce the happy 
event a rather anxious look has appeared on the faces of 
one or two expectant fathers. In fact, I am not at ~11 sure 
whether I should not finish this column " to be contmued." 
Time will tell. 

No. 4 TllAINING llEGDfENT 

December 
We have been celebrating various occasions. First, 

H.R.H. Princess Elizabeth's wedding, which, although not 
officially recognised as a holiday, was the excuse for a 
magnificent party in the Officers' Mess. Second came 
the departure of certain members of the A.T.S. (no cause 
for celebration in itself), who e farewell .dance proved. to 
us how attractive the A.T.S. really are, 1f the proporuon 
of men to women is anything to judge by. Last and not 
least, the Sergeants' Mess Christmas ball was agreed by all 
who went to be one of the great successes of the year. 

We welcome to the unit Lieutenant G. Musgrove, bo?1e 
from Italy, and fully understand his resentment at finding 
himself in Catterick. 

To our latest arrival, Second-Lieutenant S: Squires, 
Catterick is no novelty, as he has come s~aigbt from 
O.C.T.U. S.S.M. Sinclair and Ser~eant Lewis have also 
joined us, the latter rejoining fr?m Civvy Street. We hope 
their stay with the Regiment will be long and pleasant. 

All ranks of the Regiment congratulate Captain ar:d Mr · 
J. I. Parkinson on the birth of their son, a st_rapp_mg lad, 
who made his appearance at Scarborough ~n tJ1:1e for 
breakfast on 26th November, thereby con~ormtng with the 

. rules for all intakes in the Regiment. ~s name has been 
duly entered in the rolls of the Regunent, and those 
Squadron Commanders who have previou~ly suffered at ~he 
hands of his father in his capacity as Ad.1utan~ are lookmg 
forward to taking it out of the boy on his arnval. 

It is with regret that we have to say good-bye ~o Captain 
Parkinson, who is leaving us to take up an appomt~ent of 
G.S.0.3 at the War Office (first rumour t~t it w~s 
V.C.l.G. . has not been confirmed). Not only will Captam 
Parkinson be missed in the Orderly Room, but also on the 
hockey field. We wish him and his wife a~d son the best 
of luck and are all looking forward to gomg to London 
for the' christening. We congratulate Captain Streven on 
succeeding Captain Parkinson as Adjutant. 

On the field of sport the hockey and rugger teams have 
continued to be successful. The hockey tear:i ?O\~ runs 
fourth in the District League and has the d1stmct1on of 
having the least number of goals sco~ed against them of 
any unit in the league. The ruggcr s1?e bas now reached 
the finals of the Garrison League, havmg beaten the 57tb 
Training Regiment, R.A.C., 15-8. At basketball we have 
only been defeated once in the league ou.t of five games 
played. 

We would like to end by wishing all members C?f the 
Corps where ever they may be a Very Happy hr1stmas 
and New Year. 
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No. 5 TUAINING llEGDIENT 

December 
This month No. 5 Training Regiment has proved itself a 

worthy opponent in the world of sport to ~ny comer. The 
most gratifying soccer victory was unquesuonably that over 

o. 3 Training Regiment, who were bea.te!l soundly ~o the 
tune of 5 goals against 2. From a negligible factor m the 
football stakes the Regiment has risen to a foremost place, 
with an encou;aging table of victories; of eight games played, 
the Regiment lost one. 

In the Northern Command Motor Cycle Trial, held at 
Catterick on 19th November, twelve of the fir~t thirteen 
positions were held by personn~l from this Regiment, the 
first man in being Sergeant Nicolson. In hockey, No. 5 
Training team was placed eighth. . 

A new arrival bas been W.0.1 Newton; otherwise the staff 
position has not altered much. Captain Fowler-Dixon h'.15 
left to taste the rigours of civilian life, while p~sonnel. m 
62 Group embarked for York dispersal centi;e m. pounng 
rain. The release clerk, who happened to Ix;, m this ,fo.up, 
suddenly discovered that be had forgotten to demob hrm
self. " I could have been out last Thursday if I bad known," 
he said laconically. 

The cold spell came and went at T~olthorpe, .followed by 
rain which churned the fields, reducmg them mto seas of 
mud. Every morning can be seen the edifying sight of the 
Orderly Room staff trekking their way across the fields, cau)'.
ing wood and branches for unfreezing themselves at their 
destination. 

A new addition to the entertainment offered to . th~ O.R.s 
is a gramophone programme every ~eek. This. 1s well 
attended. At the moment the material offered i_s purely 
popular, but it is hoped to raise eventually an audience for 
a " classical " programme. 

Sergeant Rawlinson, representin~ the R.P.! .E.~. at Thol,~ 
thorpe, is considering the inau~tl?n o! a Brams Trust 
here in which the local intelligentsia will hold off all tres-
passers on their territory. . . . 

The formation of a Debatmg Soc1et)'. 1s on the s:mie agenda, 
but with the fluctuations that occur. 1!1 the Regime~t, there 
are certain difficulties, such as obtammg (and boldm~ the 
interest of the trainees, who, when on a mere :ibbreviated 
driving course, are apt to look upon the Regiment as a 
tiresome step, necessary but unwelc<;>me. 

However, there is no need to give up _hope· the cadre, 
when they are not playing football or rtdmg motor cycles, 
will gather round and co-operate. 

No. 6 TRAINING REGilUEN T 

December 
A sharp increase in sporting activmes has marked. thi 

month; in boxing, football, Rugby and hockey our trainees 
have pulled some excellent performances out of the bag. 

The future for sport holds no good, however, as great 
chanoes are rumoured. It is probable t~at we shall cease .to 
train°" A" tradesmen in January, and m our new commit
ment will not keep our men long enough to ~d tale~t and 
train. We must wait and ee, ar:d hope that thing will not 
be as .bad as they look at first s1g~t. . 

The tumbrils are calling for their quota with monotonou 
regularity. This month we have lost ~ot only the famed 
Captain (T.0.M.) Adcock, and ex-Ad1utant and No. 2 

(continu~d on page 8) 



Reunion 

I went to meet Charles at the station. I wore my best 
nylons, and Jots of scent, and a very silly hat. In the taxi, 
I remembered Charles used to hate silly hats, so I took it off 
and swung it on my finger, and tried not to go weak at the 
knees and clammy in the palms of the hands. 

Three years is a Jong time-Charles and I used to be That 
Way. about each other then, and he'd written to me four times 
ince, which is a record for him, and even asked me to meet 

the train. His letters were, frankly, a bit uninspired, and 
seemed to be mostly about wireless, but never mind, I used to 
say to myself, we'll soon forget all this high-frequency low
tension business when he comes back. 

Here he was, too-the train was just drawing in as I walked 
down the platform. Actually, I was in such a state about 
meeting him again I don't know how I walked at all. There 
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were masses of officers about and I had to look for him and 
it was all madly cosmic, but in the end I saw a back I knew 
in a dog-eared British Warm, surrounded as far as the eye 
could see by men with the most enormous moustaches, so I 
was frightfully brave. · 

" Charles! " I said, and they all turned round eagerly. 
There he was, all right, with mountains of luggage and 
haversacks and things all round him. " Darling! " he said, 
quite enthusiastically, and then he waved a great hand at all 
those moustaches and said " Meet the chaps, darling, we're. 
all going to have a last drink together," and all the chaps said 
" WHat-HO ! " and things, and we moved off down the 
platform like a sort of rugger scrum with porters skirmishing 
about with luggage. We just about filled the bar. 

" This one's on me, chaps," said Charles, and they all 
pressed round us saying, "No, no, old man, I owe you one 
from that time in Dresden," and " On me, this time, Charles; 
remember what happened in Hamburg? " so in the end I 
found myself squashed in a corner with a small pink gin and 
two thin Lieutenants with pale shirts and dark ties and very 
smooth manners who were drinking beer. " Charles! " I 
said. " I'm so sorry," said the nearest Lieutenant, " my 
name's Austin, actually," so I said " How nice! " and pus.bed 
madly back to Charles. 

A small red-faced man had just materialised in front of 
him and was saying " By gad, old man, I haven't seen you 
since Benghazi in '42 ! " "Then you owe me one! " said 
Charles, giving the man a huge great pint of beer, and they 
all drank, and someone began to sing " Lily Marlene," and 
then a perfectly strange man in the Rifle Brigade suddenly 
looked at the clock, gulped the rest of his drink, and said 
"We'd better hurry if we're going on to 'The Lamb,'" and 
they all began to pour out. 
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I dung on to Charles. I felt a bit battered by this time, but, 
after all, three years ago we had CERTAINLY been That 
Way about each other. " Darling! " he said, with what I can 
-0nly call a very high-tension look, " you don't mind the 
chaps, do you? We all came over together and we shan't 
meet again for ages, and-well, you know how it is with 
<:haps ! " I said yes, I was beginning to understand, and then 
just as we were going to have a nice talk a Major in a camel
hair waistcoat came up and said " INTO the taxi, old man, 
we're all off to ' The Lamb'! " 

" I don't think . . ." said Charles, but by that time we 
were all in a taxi in pitch dark driving away into the night. 
Someone put an arm round my waist so I began to feel 
cheered, and then we passed a lamp, and I saw it was a red
haired Captain I'd never seen before in my life. I think he 
was in a Light Infantry Regiment. " Heavens! " I said, 
thinking the worst, and then I saw Charles sitting in front by 
the driver. He turned round and made faces at me through 
the glass, but I wasn't much soothed. 

" I say, I'm sorry,'' said the man next to me, " I thought 
you were Sally." " I'm not Sally,'' I said. " Actually," he 
said, "my name's Gerald." I said, "Really." Then the taxi 
stopped and we all got out and Gerald fell on Charles crying 
" Old man, I haven't seen you since Maymyo ! " and 
Charles slapped him heartily on the back and said "What 
happened to old Porky Williams?" and we all poured into 
"' The Lamb" and it was full of moustaches. 

A Lieutenant-Colonel got me a sherry and I looked round 
for Charles, and there he was, telling a long story about some 
webbing equipment to three Captains. " Charles! " I said. 
"'Actually, my name's Vivien," said the Lieutenant-Colonel, 
taking my glass. There was a huge uproar at the door and 
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an enormous officer in a kilt came hurtling in shouting " Old 
man, I haven't seen you since that damn' good party we had 
in Lisieux-heard anything of old Stinker Arbuthnot? " 
Someone gave him a drink and the ranks closed again. 

" Thank you," I said to the Lieutenant-Colonel as he gave 
me another sherry. When I looked again I saw it was a 
different one with a monocle and hogskin gloves. " How 
are you? " I said madly, " I haven't seen you since that 
simply brutal evening we all had in Tangier-seen anything 
of old Slogger Pitchforth, the man who drank the anti
freeze? " " I am Slogger Pitchforth," he said bleakly, and 
went away. 

I began to feel I'd put up a black, and I was no near;:r 
Charles, who, I was sure, was still feeling increasingly That 
Way about me and would rather have been some place quiet 
telling me about his high-tension. " Charles ! " I said. 

" So I said to the old Adj," said Charles, " ' Pinky! ' I said 
-and he never dared mention slit trenches again! " There 
was a burst of cheering and several men slapped me encourag
ingly on the back with their free hands. I smiled weakly, and 
accepted another small sherry from a distinguished-looking 
cavalry type with suede boots. "Actually, my name's Piers," 
he said, " and d'you know, I'm sure you're the girl I damn' 
nearly married in Florence in '43 ! " 

"In '43," I said, "I was working for the Red Cross in 
Stoke-on-Trent." "My dear, gay," he said. I said, "No." 
Then Charles saw me, waved his beer, and worked his way 
through the chaps towar.ds me. We fell into the street. A 
taxi loomed up. We fell in. 

It was quiet-Charles obviously still felt That Way, and 
so did I. After a bit, " Charles" I said. "Actually, my 
name's Roger," said a voice. I looked at him. He was a 
perfectly strange officer with three pips and green eyes. I 
screamed. I remember the taxi-driver thought I was mad. 
After a bit I thought so myself. 

-· -~ ~ ~ ~ ,fL.u, ~ 
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llome Stations (continued from page S) 

quadron Commander Captain F. Haley, but also such 
noted and valuab!e personalities as S.S.M.s Phillips and 
'i illiams, and .Q.M .. Garrad-all for another tour of 
oversea service. 

Captain Adco~k's retu n to Civvy Street has closed nearly 
3 years of ervice, whid1 began in the Royal Fusiliers on 
10th May, 1910. It included service in the old R.E. Signals 
a well as such noted Royal Signals unirs as 29th Divisional 

Capca.n Jimmy Adcock , T.O . M., No. 6 Trainin g KegHn•nt 

Signals, Cavalry Divisional Signals, 2nd Divisional Signals, 
3rd Divisional Signals and the Signals Companies of the 
Rhine, Danzig and Silesia. 

He can be particularly remembered as a boxing referee of 
considerable efficiency and as T.O.M. who was never at a 
loss. We have enclosed his photograph with these notes, but 
his face will need no reminder in these parts for many a 
long day. 

Soccer. Since our last notes we have played 17 1st and 
2nd Division matches, 8 won, 2 drawn, 7 lost. Our league 
positions are now: 1st Division, sixth; 2nd Division, ninth. 

Rugby. A very strenuous and hard-fought game against 
No. 1 Training Regiment resulted in a defeat by 3 points to 
nil. Extra time had to be played and the winning .try was 
scored in the last few minutes of the game. 

Our first and second teams did battle with the first and 
second of S.M.E., Ripon, and in very keen and quick games 
we were unfortunate to be beaten by narrow margins. 

The pride of our talent plays on more exalted levels, and 
can seldom be made available for Regimental games. The 
efforts of the remainder are all the more creditable for that. 

Hockey. Three out of four games in the District Hockey 

8 

League have fallen to us and we are now fourth in the 
league with every prospect of going higher. 

No. 1 SQUADRON. Last month we bade farewell to 
two of the old stagers· of the Squadron. S.S.M. "Tich" 
Williams and S.Q.M.S. "Bugsie" Garrad wended their way 
to No. 2 Depot Regiment, carrying with them the good 
wishes of the cadre. The trainees miss the fatherly advice 
of " Q " and there hasn't been the same drain on the supply 
of A.F.s B281 and 252 since "Tich" swung himself down 
from his chair. 

In his place we welcome S.S.M. Wall, fresh from the Air
borne, who is carrying on the Williams tradition of keeping 
the Squadron on its toes. S.Q.M.S. Holdsworth (the man 
who speaks Chinese) has returned to the stores from Civvy 
Street. He couldn't take it ! 

As far as work is concerned, the Squadron is still busy 
turning out potential officers in spite of the shortage of 
instructors. Intakes have been coming in thick and fast 
(nothing inferred!) and with the N.C.O. Instructors' Course 
thrown in we have our hands full. 

No. 2 SQUADRON. No. 2 Squadron are still in splendid 
isolation down in Baghdad. Unfortunately the changing 
system of training for the R.T.M.s now means that the 
Squadron will once again be broken up and that we shall be 
losing many of our old friends of the Instructional Cadre to 
No. 1 Training ·Regiment. 

Corporals Farrell and Elder leh us in N ovember for the 
B.A.O.R. and we still live in hopes of an epistle from them. 
(German papers please copy.) 

Jackie (" Laugh-it-off") Wratten· can still be found, sur
rounded by reams of paper, in the C.I. clerks' office, one 
hand on the 'phone and the other idly strumming on the 
cat-gut. Johnny Taylor and Busty still disappear into the 
blue at week-ends, in varying stages of undress. Nobody has 
yet found where they get to, despite careful watch of genera
tions of trainees. Bert Wells manages to wring some sem
blance of tune out of the N.A.A.F.I. piano and his weekly 
Madhouses are well attended by a large proportion of the 
Squadron. 

LONDON DISTRICT (M) SIGNAL SQUADRON 

December 
It is a long time since the acnvines of this Squadron: 

featured in THE WIRE and a great deal has happened in 
the meantime. We are now a mixed unit, approximately 
150 men and auxiliaries all told, occupying an old A.A. 
gun site on the northern edge of Hampstead Heath. 

The only Regular Officer, Major D. M. Haslehurst, leaves 
us in January to undertake the next Staff College Course at 
Camberley. We extend a hearty welcome to his successor, 
Major A. Hill, newly arrived from Egypt. The Admin_ 
Officer is Captain "Don" Banham, an old timer from 
"Y" Signals. The training side is represented by 
Lieutenant C. G. Robertson, and the M .T. by Second
Lieutenant C. Carr. A.T.S. affairs are in the capable hands 
of Junior Commander Hilda Brown, who was a mid
summer arrival from Scottish Command. Even more 
recently with us is Junior Commander Mary Kendall
Carpenter, who previously served in Catterick. 

The Sergeants' Mess has also its chief, S.S.M. Willis, 
leaving for Canterbury just before Christmas. His place 
was taken by R.S.M. " Curly" Meese, another migrant 
from Egypt. Other regulars in the Squadron are S.Q.M.S .. 
Mulcahy, Sergeant Duke, Sergeant Sellex and Corporal 
Jones. Prominent on the A.T.S. side are Sergeants Baylis, 
McCue and Argo, all stalwarts from the Park Lane days. 
Park Laners will also remember Corporal Mulvaney,. 
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Corporal Grimes, Lance-Corporal Wells, Lance-Corporal 
Brydon, Private " Pritch" Pritchard, Private Ferneaux and 
Private " Flo " Graham amongst others. 

The officers gave a very successful cocktail party in late 
November. The C.S.O., Colonel R. W. Morgan, o.B.E., 
was unfortunately prevented from coming by illness, but 
the whole of his staff appeared in force, accompanied by 
their wives. It was a pleasure to welcome Major and Mrs. 
G . H. McKowan, C:iptain and Mrs. M. Woolhouse and 
Captain J. Emberton. We were also glad to see Lieutenant
Colonel L. A. E. Tozer and Major R. E. D. Mathews 
amongst the distinguished gathering. 

Meanwhile preparations are afoot to make this Christmas 
unforgettable, and it will also be an opportunity for " house 
warming" the new canteen. Appetites are kept aflame by 
the footbJll team doing their First Division best on 
Wednesday afternoons, and the A.T.S. their P.T. almost 
every day. Despite this exercise, most people wish Mr. 
Gaitskell would increase the coll ration, but, for all the 
shivering, London district is a very popular place to b:: in, 
and we all appreciate how lucky we are to be near so many 
cultural and entertainment facilities. 

SCOTTISH COMMAND (M) SIGNAL REGIMENT 

December 

Owing to the stringent economies imposed upon us in 
the fuel drive we are just ab::>ut bearing up in this Scottish 
clime, having experienced, so far, everything from wind and 
blil to cats and dogs. Our favourite topic of convers:ition 
is now how to avoid the new idea of cross-country walks 
on Wednesday afternoons. They certainly warm us up, 
but so do the stoves G.S., when you can find one. 

We welcome Major Gregory, who has now joined the 
happy bmd, and bas taken over No. 1 Squadron. Major 
Flynn is, unfortunately, in hospital, and we send our best 
wishes for a speedy recovery. Our congratulations also to 
ex-Corporals Murray, Ridgeon and Grange on becoming 
members of the Sergeants' Mess. It is with regret that 
we shall shortly have to Sly goodbye to Sergeant Ridgeon, 
who is going to Catterick for a Foreman of Signals course. 

The Officers', Sergeants' and Corporals' Messes have each 
had " smokers," " socials," " house warmers," or whatever 
you cne to call them, in varying degrees during the past 
month, and judging by appearances on the following 
mornings' parades they all seem to have been successful. 

In the sports world two cup matches have been played 
at footblll, with highly satisfactory results. The first was 
against 641 Company, R.A.S.C., in Edinburgh, and after 
a first-class game the unit were worthy winners 5-3. The 
other was held at Carstairs Military Hospital, once again 
the unit proving their worth to the tune of 3-0. The 
tea kindly laid on for the players and supporters seemed to 
be the main topic of conversation after the match. At 
hockey the unit has been, unfortunately, prevented from 
playing its cup match against 25 P.T.C. due to the ground 
being waterlogged for some weeks. It is hoped to be able 
to report a succeessful result in our next notes. So much 
for sport. 

The spirit instilled into some of us by our signal training 
seems the main reason for one of our young N.C.0.s having 
taken up a keen interest in the field of amateur radio. 
Lance-Corporal Dumbill has now received his licence for 
amateur transmission on his home-built electron-coupled 
oscillator coupled to an 807 power amplifier running about 
22 watts. He is operating on the 3.5 mc/ s and 14 mc/s 
band with call sign GM 3CCY I A, and is keen to contact 
other Signals personnel. 
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News from our out-stations at Perth, Gbsgow and 
Orkneys has not filtered through, no doubt due to the 
climatic extremes under which they suffer. We hope to 
give you a little gen ab::>ut them in our N:!w Year notes. 

Training Troop is still " showing the flag" at various 
places up and down Scotland, and a lightning visi~ down .to 
8 Training Battalion, Royal Engineers, at Lo::kerb1e, despite 
fan belts breaking and cylinder-head gaskets blowing, was 
highly successful. We are also providing equipment and 
b::>ds for a recruiting demonstration in Rossleigh show
rooms, just by the West End in Edinburgh. The tone of 
our exhibits is an " old and new " touch, i.e., 1 sets and 
9 sets flanked with 53 and 19 h.p. sets. The general effect 
is pretty good. 

That's ab::>ut the lot from Scotco Signals. May we use 
the pages of THE WIRE to pass very b::st wishes to all 
Signal units and personnel for a very successful 1948. 

The bloke that really did have a aood Christmas I 
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of the Rhine 

2nd rn."F~mruy DIVISIONAL SIGNAL REGIMENT 

Hilden 
December 

The Regimental Training Courses are still going strong 
and very shortly the numerous candidates will be sitting 
for the final examinations. No doubt, after it is all over, les 
worried frowns will be seen and the instructors will be sigh
ing with relief until the next time. 

This month saw the " Pass Off Parade " of the Eighth 
Junior N.C.O.s' Drill and Duties Course held in the Regi
ment. The standard of drill and turn-out was exceptionally 
good and the Commanding Officer was highly pleased. 
Credit must be given to the instructors for the hard work 
they have put in and for the good results achieved. The 
present Junior N.C.O.s' Drill and Duties Course is also 
proving successful, and is being used to give demonstrations 
to the remainder of the Regiment stationed in Hilden on the 
Commanding Officer's Saturday drill parades. 

Among the new arrivals to the Regiment are Captain L. H. 
Sharp (Cipher Officer) and Captain T. G . Simpson (Assis
tant Adjutant). We extend a hearty welcome to all of them. 
We said good-bye to Captain Jock Grant, who left the Regi
ment on 18th November on posting to the H.E., and no doubt 
will move later on to sunnier climes. The Regiment wish 
you all the best of luck, Jock, wherever you may go. · 

As reported in last month's WIRE notes, "Jimmy's 
Tavern," which has now been re-named "Jimmy's Club," 
was still in the hands of the R.E. workmen. This month 
saw the completion of the first stage of the reorganisation of 
the Club, and the R.E.s have finally finished the interior 
decorating and renovating, and the premises really do look 
first class. One billiard table has been installed, also two 
table tennis tables. Another billiard table is on order from 
the N.A.A.F.I., but so far it has not arrived. 

Sport. 101 Medical Company, R.A.M.C., were at home 
to the Regiment at Kettwig on Wednesday, 12th November, 
in the first round of the B.A.O.R. Inter-Unit Football 
Competition. The game was played in very bad weather, 
the high Wind and rain making conditions atrocious for 
both players and spectators alike. The final score was: 
101 Medical Company, R.A.M.C., 1, 2nd Divisional Signal 
Regiment 3. 

In the next round of this competition the Regiment 
have been drawn at home to the York and Lancaster 
Regiment, who have recently arrived in this area from 
Berlin with a very good sporting reputation. 

The Regimental Inter-Troop Football League is going 
"great guns," thanks to the co-operation and enthusiasm 
of all concerned. There are twelve teams in the league; 
the aim is for each team to play one another twice on a 
home and away basis. 

The second game of the Regimental Rugby XV was 
played against an H.Q. R.A.S.C. XV on Saturday, 
8th November, on the Divisional H.Q. ground, Hilden. 
After a very good game, in which the team played very 
well together-they seem to improve with every game 
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played-the final score was: HQ. R.A.S.C. XV, 3 points, 
Divisional Signals XV, 19 points. 

The photograph reproduced above shows Lance-Corporal 
Dodwell with Betty and Lottie, who, as reported in previous 
notes, were placed first and third respectively in the Jumping 
Competition at the 6th (H ) Brigade Horse Show. 

Five members of the Regiment were selected for a 
Divisional hockey trial held at Wuppertal during the 
month, these being Captain Simpson, Corporals Rumford 
and Slavin and Lance-Corporals Ball and Eldridge. 
Captain Simpson and Lance-Corporal Eldridge were 
selected to play for the Division versus 7th Armoured 
Division at Hamm on 19th November. This game was 
in the nature of a trial to pick players for the B.A.0.R. 
hockey team. 

Stop Press. Result of the second round of the 
B.A.O.R. Inter-Unit Football Competition : 2nd Divi
sional Signal Regiment 3, York and La{lcaster Regi
ment 1. 

No. ll AIR FOR.IUATION SIGNAi. REGIMENT 

Celle 
D ecember 

No startling change has occurred in the activities of the 
Regiment at Celle in the past month. As the winter draws 
in, leather-jerkined figures are much in evidence about the 
camp, while intensive preparations are in hand for the enter
tainment by those who will be here for Christmas. Much 
beer and good spirit is anticipated. 

The unit turned out 50 strong for the Armistice Day 
church parade, when we solemnly remembered before God 
those who gave their lives in two wars. The salute was taken 
by the A.O.C. 84 Group and Brigadier Scot-Ellis, and the 
Regiment was congratulated on a smart turnout. 

Our new club, "Ye Olde Log Cabine," continues to thrive 
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and offer attractions such as the weekly tombola evening, 
when the services of the Regiment's voices arc called in. T he 
hobbies now run in the evenings-carpentry, model-making, 
toy-making, and leatherwork-form . a further attracti<;>n, 
whilst in town the C.S.E. still supphes excellent entertam
ment in variety, pictures and music. The fortnightly Regi
mental dance is still being run under the auspices of S.S.M. 
Mudge, and the monthly Married Families' Dance in the 
Sergeants' Mess enjoyed its customary success. 

We take this opportunity of bidding farewell to all mem
bers of Groups 62 and 63 who are leaving us, and wish them 
every success on this return to Civvy Street. Also to the 
large number of men who have been posted to Wings or other 
units. 

Football. In the Celle Football League the Regiment has 
been relegated to second place with a total of 25 points,. one 
point behind the 1st Dorsets, who have a tota~ of 26 pomts. 

The following matches have been played durmg the month 
of November: -

13th Infantry Brigade Knock-out Competition Final: 
1st Battalion Oxford and Buckinghamshires 2, No. 11 Air 
Formation Signal Regiment 0. . 

Maitland Knock-out Competition: No. 11 Air Formauon 
Signal Regiment 2, No. 2 District Police O; No. 11 Air 
Formation Signal Regiment 2, No. 3 Armoured Car 
Squadron 0. 

Celle League: No. 11 Air Forn;iation Si~al ~egiment ~· 
No. 2 District Police 1; No. 11 Air Formauon Signal Regi
ment 1, No. 54 R.A.F. Hospital O; No. 11 Air Formation 
Signal Regiment 3, R.A.C. Training Centre, Belsen, 1; N o. 
11 Air Formation Signal Regiment 2, R.A.F., Scheuen, 2. 

In the final of the 13th Infantry Brigade Knock-out Com
petition against the Oxford and Buckingha!llshires the 
Regiment were very unfortunate to Jose. Du~mg the ~st 
half they certainly had most of the play and did everytbmg 
but score. The opposing team were only able to break 
through about four times and it was during one of the ?reak
throughs that they scored their first goal. Abo~t tw~ ~~tes 
from half-time Signalman Harrison, the Regiment s ms1de
left sustained an injury to his knee, which although he did 
not' leave the field, rendered him practically useless as far as 
playing was concerned. 

After about 20 minutes' play in the second half, the Oxford 
and Buckinghamshires scored their second goal, the final 
score being 2 goals to 0. 

The Regiment are drawn to meet 123rd Wing, R.A.F., in 
the semi-final of the Maitland Cup, to be played on Wednes
day, 10th December, and it is expected that this will be a 
very keenly contested game. 

Inter-Troop football has now re~ched a point wher~ it is 
only too obvious that 73rd Wing Signal Troop will wm the 
first series, having played 8, won 7, lost 0, drawn 1, goals for 
25, against 3, points 15. 

Hockey. In the second round of the Ar~y Hockey Com
petition the Regiment lost to the 1st Battalion, O.id'ord and 
Buckinghamshires at Luneburg by 5 goals to 3. 

Several friendly games of hockey have been played during 
the past month and quite a number of new players have been 
found within the Regiment. 

The Inter-Troop Knock-out Competition has now .reached 
its final stage and the final is to be played off on BoXJng Day 
at Goodwootl Barracks, the finalists being Regimental HQ. 
and the winners of M.T. Troop and 67th Wing. In the 
match between R.H.Q. and 115 D.R., in the semi-final, 
R.H.Q. won by 4 goals to 0. 

Cross-Country Running. The Regiment now has a cro s
country run each week, and our cross-country ent~usia ts are 
settling down to some training. Recently the ~egiment took 
part in two inter-unit c~oss-country runs, one wit~ 84 Group, 
in which they came third, and one at .Luneburg m the 13th 
Brigade Championships, when the Regiment got fourth place. 
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In the near future it is hoped to have an Inter-Troop 
Competition. 

Miniature Range. Inter-Troop miniature range firing h~s 
commenced and is going strong. T his is on a league baslS 
and there is keen competition amongst the T roops. 

N o . 1 5 AIR FORMATION SIGNAL REGIMENT 

Gutersloh 
December 

R.H.Q. AND No. 2 SQU ADRON. On Saturday, I?th 
November, 1947, L ieutenant-Colonel F. I. N . McOstr1ch 
left us to take up his new appointment as C.S.O., West 
Africa. A special parade was held, at which . Lieutenant
Colonel McOstricb said " goodbye" to the urut. At 1030 
hours, when he left his office for the last time, he walked 
out to his car to find that the men were all ready to pull 
his c:ir through the unit lines with the a!d of whit<: ropes. 
As his c:ir was slowly pulled out of the lines the urut, who 
were lined up on each side of the road, gave him a ~t 
resounding cheer as he passed them. Our new Commandmg 
Officer , Lieutenant-Colonel M. G. A. Hepper, has !3ken 
over the Regiment, and I am sure that we shall still be 
known as the happiest unit in B.A.0.R. 

The Signals Inn is once more goi?~ with a s~ing, and 
quiz, darts and table tennis. competitions are gomg well. 
Housey-housey is also prov~ng very popular. The two 
dances which we have held smce re-operung have not been 
as much a success as we had been hoping. This was due 
to two reasons, the first and foremost, the shortage of lady 
partners the second the weather. Now that there are only 
about i's W.A.A.F.s on the station it means that lady 
partners have to come from as far away as Bad Oeynhaus~n, 
about 1 i hours on the AutobJhn, and on cold and ramy 
niohts a journey such as this offers no encouragement. A 
co~cert given by the unit concert party and dan~ band on 
Thursday, 20th November, turned out to be a big success, 
and it is hoped to bold more of them. 

Marriage. On 15th November, 1947, Cra~tsman 
Holdsworth, a member of our L.AD., was ~arned at 
Leeds to Miss Grace Horsfield, of 7, Marley View, Leeds. 
Craftsman Holdsworth also comes from Leeds. To the 
happy couple we extend our heartiest congratulations. What 
price " Operation Union" ? 

Boxing. The boxing team is in full swing under the 
masterful eyes of R.S.M. Kerr and R.Q_.M.S: (Jock) 

. McCulloch. The highlight of the team is Signalman 
(Basher) Walker. 

Shooting. Miniature rifle shooting under the lea?ership 
of Second-Lieutenant T. Madden has caused great mte~est 
in R.H.Q. and No. 2 Squadron, and volunteers for shoonng 
are almost in excess. It is hoped to fire inter-Troop and 
inter-Squadron and later inter-Unit competitions. 

Cross-Country Running. On Wednesd~y, 26th November, 
a four-mile cross-country run took place m No. 2 Squadron. 
Signalman Jeff obtained first place in ~3 minutes 18 secor_id . 
The inclusion of cross-country running amongst orgarused 
sports on a Wednesday afternoon has revealed several good 
players in the field of soccer, rugby and hockey! 

Rugby. After a Regimental trial, when No. 2 Squadron 
defeated o. 1 Squadron by 5-0 in a s.ea. of mud, w.e had 
high hopes of beating the B.A.O.R. Trammg Centre ii: .the 
second round of the Divisional Knock-Out Compeuuon. 
However, de pite the keenne of our small forwards ~nd 
the solid tackling of our backs, we were beaten ~y 18 pomts 
to 4. A very fair result, but oh, how we wish we. were 
bigger! The station team is well supported by 1gnal 

11 



personnel, with Second-Lieutenants Pugh and D. S. Jones 
and ignalman Dodd Iring regular players and always 
giving a goo:l account of themselves. 

occcr. The Soccer team has struck a bad patch. Three 
of the last four games have b::en lost. On Saturday, 29th 
November we lost to the 1st Royal Tanks at Detmold 
7-2 in the third round, Divisional Competition. 

Hockey. Interest has at last been created on the hockey 
field. In our last game against a crack German team we 
gave a good acount of ourselves, and after a very exciting 
tussle the game ended in a draw 2-2. 

Gliding Club. Several members of the unit belong to 
the R.A.F. Gliding Club at Oerlinghausen, many of them 
being successful in obtaining their A, B and C certificates. 

" They fly through the ;.ir with the gre•test of e•,. " 

This B.A.F.O. gliding club, which is open to" Brown JoQs," 
provides excellent tuition, and no previous experience is 
required to master the art of soaring, in fact, our chaps 
are now able to hover like those large birds of India fame. 
See photograph. 

No. 1 SQUADRON (BUCKEBURG). The last month has 
seen much activity on the part of our linemen on Buckeburg 
airfield. Four of our cables were dug up by local labourers 
by mistake, with the result that it has meant many late 
nights for our linemen. 

Preparations are still going on with great speed for the 
Christmas festivities. We are combining with the R.A.F. 
Regiment and, if everything goes according to plan, we 
should have a really good " do." 

In the near future we are "going on the air." A B.F.N. 
roving microphone will be visiting us, so listen in to 
"On Parade" on 20th January, 1948. 

Association Football. During the past month our Soccer 
teams have not been showing their true form. Due to 
personnel on leave the teams have been changed from week 
to week, and have not had a chance to settle down. Three 
o~ our players have found a place in the area team, viz., 
S1gn~lman St~ne \c~n~re-half), who has been playing very 
cons1~tently smce 1ommg the Squadron, Signalman Booth 
(outside-left) and Private Irvine (inside-right). 

Our records to date are as follows : -
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Go:ils 
P. w. D. L. F. A. Pts. 

"A" team .. .. . . 10 3 4 3 44 18 10 
"B" team ...... 9 5 0 4 26 23 10 
Both teams are third in the tespective league tables. 

Rugby. After a rather poor start our Rugby team has 
struck winning form. More players have joined the club, 
and on Wednesday, 19th November, we were able to supply 
the Regimental team with six players and field a team 
which beat B.A.F.O. Police School by 16 points to 6 points. 
We hope to be able to repeat the form shown in this game 
and carry on winning in our future matches. 

No. 3 SQUADRON (R.A.F. STATION, UETERSEN). On 
the entertainment side things are going with a swing. The 
cinema is now operating well, and one day last week a 
little variety was given in the form of a live show, Primo 
Scala and his band. A station dance for all ranks went 
off very well indeed on Friday, 28th November, 1947. The 
Squadron now has a games room, with table tennis and a 
dart board, a quiet room, and also a room for the use of 
budding Marconi . 

. Sports. The Squadron has played four league matches 
smce the last notes were written, and results obtained were 
won 2, drawn 1, lost 1. In the Knock-Out Competition 
the first round of which was played on Saturday, 29th 
November, the team managed to draw with the team from 
No. 38 Field Butchery. This team had a high reputation 
and holds top place in the league, and to date had won all 
i~ matches. The team played a remarkably good game, jn 
dirty weather on a very slippery pirch, further handicapped 
by .our regular goalkeeper being away playing for the 
Regiment. 

No. 2 L. OF (;. SIGNAL REGIMENT 

December 
Several incidents have happened since we last appeared. 

On Remembrance Day a Garrison Church Parade Service 
was held in the gymnasium, Harewood Barracks, followed by 
a March Past of the Garrison- including 549 E. & M. Com
pany, RE., 101 Zone Postal Depot, R.E., and 151 Vehicle 
Park R.A.O.C. Major-General J. S. Lethbridge, c.B., c.B.E., 
M.C., took the salute and roughly seven hundred assembled in 
the gymnasium for the service, ·which was taken by Padre 
Jarvis, Staff Chaplain H.Q., B.A.O.R. (our own Padre was 
on leave in U.K.). 

A dance was held in the Merrico Ballroom on Hallowe'en 
Night, at which everyone present enjoyed themselves 
immensely. I hear that Deadly Nightshade won first prize at 
the Fancy Dress Parade. (Shades of Dusty! ! ) 

Mr. Elias Prins gave a really excellent lecture on " Holland 
in the Post War World" in November. 

• ~os. 1 and 3 Squadrons have each held a smoking concert, 
which have been very much appreciated. 

On 25th November Major H. F. Jahn, M.B.E., departed 
for U.K. on Python after having served seven years with this 
Regiment, a record in war time. He had filled various 
positions, such as Chief Signalmaster, Adjutant, O.C. 2 and 
O.C. 3 Squadrons, during his tour of duty. We wish him 
the best of luck in the future in civilian life, which starts for 
him on 10th January, 1948. An Amateur Radio Club has 
been started, also a U.nit cinema has been built by Lieutenant 
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S.Q .M.S. W . C. Whitbre•d and his bride, Christel Zander, of Flensburg 

Lawson. Unfortunately he bas now left us for the wilds of 
Ceylon and High Speed Wireless. The Mercury Theatre 
continues to put on a show each week and is gaining popu
larity weekly. We have a recent marriage to announce
Signalman V. Warner and Private Olive Rudd, A.T.S. 
Signals, both of whom have put in some very bard work with 
the theatre. Our congratulations are tendered to both of 
them. 

Everyone is now actively employed in getting ready for the 
Christmas season, and the Admin Office looks like the toy 
department of Marks and Spencers. 

Sports. The Regimental hockey team are progressing very 
well in the Eastern League. We were unfortunately beaten 
4-1 in the semi-final of the 7th Armoured Division Tourna
ment Branch of the Army Hockey K.O. by H.Q. Squadron, 
7th Armoured Division, who subsequently beat 7th Armoured 
Divisional Signal Regiment. We had hoped that it would 
be an all-Signals final! 

The Regimental football team has also been putting up 
an excellent record and have finished up-I think-top of 
the Eastern League. (Final results are not yet to hand.) In 
our last game we beat 101 Zone Postal Depot, RE., 6-.1. 
We are looking to the next half of the Division League m 
January, 1948. 

We have recently received some Fencing Kit, and under 
the able supervision of Captain Gavey several students are 
progressing well. 

The Quiz Team has had two successes on B.F.N. on 
10th August, 1947 and 14th December, 194~; they are on 
again on 21st December, 1947, and we are hoping! 

No. 1 SQUADRON. The past month or so has seen many 
changes in the officers of the Squadron. Our O.C., Major 
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H. W. Philpott, M.B.E., has left to take over command of 
2 Squadron at Bad Oeynhausen, where he now controls the 
mysteries of Rhine Army Signal Office. His chair has been 
filled (dare I say" well filled"?) by Major F. Mansfield~ lat:: 
of 1 Corps District Signal Regiment, who already wmccs 
every time jointers trailers are mentioned. We also wonder 
if he enjoys his daily ride in his Humber Snipe (when he can 
get it!). 

Two concerts have now been held under the sponsorship 
of this Squadron and ably supervised by Captain "Joe" 
Lynch; both proved a great success (where were the 
sergeants? ). 

Boxing training has begun, also table tennis, snooker and 
other indoor sports are in full swing within the Squadron. 

We take this opportunity of wishing all past and present 
members of the Squadron the very best for Christmas and the 
New Year. 

Captain Hodgson left us this month on posting to 11 Air 
Formation Signals. 

No. 2 SQUADRON. Major Philpott has now taken over 
the Squadron from Major Jahn, who has proceeded on 
Python-all the best, sir. The Mercury Theatre continues 
to give some excellent shows, the latest being " Maria 
Marten" (or, "The Murder in the Red Barn"). This was 
continued for a further week, and an additional item was the 
serving of beer during the intervals by appropriately costumed 
barmen (or chuckers-out). The show was admirably com
pered by Major "Dusty" Miller-who, we are sorry to say, 
is leaving on 19th December, 1947, for leave and a tele con 
course in February, 1948. 

No. 3 SQUADRON. This month we say farewell to 
our popular O.C., Major S . E. Miller, who is proceeding on 
leave prior to a course at the School of Signals. Major A. E. 
Wood has taken over, and we wish both all the best. 

We regret to announce the death of Signalman B. G. 
Hemingway on 9th October, 1947, as a result of a traffic 
accident in a jeep. 

Indoor games in addition to soccer are flourishing within 
the Squadron. A Squadron concert was also held in the 
dining hall and was a great success. 

Stop Press. On the occasion of the visit of the Archbishop 
of Birmingham the Regiment provided a Guard of Honour 
at the R.C. Church, Bad Oeynhausen, under command of 
Captain J. F. J. O'Connor. The photograph shows them 
leaving the church and formed up outside the church as 

. the Archbishop leaves. 
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tth .\Il. rot•nt:D IlillG.\DE SIGXAL s q rADRO::\' 

Lnneburg 
December 

4th Armoured Brigade ignal Squadron wi hes all 
members of the Corp a Very Merry Christmas and a 
Prosperou N ew Year. 

Since our last notes there !1ave been a few changes in 
the Squadron; some of us have been demobbed, and we 
' ish them the best of luck and others have just joined 
from other parts of the globe. ·These we hope will oon 
settle down and be as happy as the remainder of the 

quadron. 
Our S.Q.M.S . (John Roake) is at present spending bis 

leave in the ~K., and I am sure that his return will be 
welcomed by many, as it is often heard said, " When is the 
' Q' due back?" 

The Squadron took its part in the Remembrance Day 
parade on Sunday, 8th N ovember, 1947, with a service 
held in St. icholas Church, Luneberg, followed by a 

march past. The salute was taken by our Brigade 
Commander, Brigadier R. P. de Winton, c .B.E. From 
all account~ our troops put up a very good show. 

Sport this l.ast month on the football field and hockey 
ground has given much entertainment to the spectators, 
as _well as some good games for the players. Results are 
qwte good, but we ar~ always handicapped by one or two 
of ~ur best players bemg aw~y on leave. From all reports 
Christmas should see us havmg as good a time as ever, so 
we hope ~o let you . know all about that in our next issue. 
P~ces of mterest being visited by members of the Squadron 
this mon_th are the silk factory, the sugar beet factory, and 
the canrung factory. 

. Footbal.l. November results : 4th Armoured Brigade 
Signal Squadron v. 58 Plant Squadron, R.E., 3-1. v. "B" 
Company, 1st Worcesters, 1-1. v. "A" Company 1st 
Wor~ters, 3-1. v. " S " Company, Oxford and Bucking
hams~res, 5--0. v. " B " Corrwany, Oxford and Bucking
hamsbires, 0--5. v. 60 Rifle Squadron, 1-1. 

"Y" TROOP (AITACHED 3Ro ROYAL TANKS). The 
last month has brought a few changes of scenery in 
the Troop. We have lost two friends in Signalman 
S~cker, who has proceeded on Class "A " Release, and 
Signalman Goodyear, who has gone on posting to 
!he 7tJ:i Hussars. We wish them the best of luck 
m their new locations. In their place we extend 
~ . welcome to Signalmen Miller and Blacow, who have 
1omed us .from Trieste. We hope that they will have as 
happy a time here as they had in their last unit. 
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The Troop Amateur Radio Station D2CJ is still doing 
well and was represented at the " Hamfest " held in 
Hanover by Sergeant Brinon and Corporal Hughes. T hey 
tell us tha! they were t~ll sober when it finished, but 
your gue s 1s as good as mme. 

For the rest of the Troop and myself I would like to 
extend . our congratulations to Corporal H ughes on his 
promotion. 

In the realm of sport our own Troop team beat the 
R.H .. Q. Transport by 4 goals to 0, and it is hoped to 
contl!l~e o~ ~ucces when we play H.Q. Squadron 
Administration m the near future. I t may be of interest 
to other ignal Troops in the Brigade to know that we 
have only 14 men in the Troop. 

Well .readers, I expect you have bad enough for now, 
so, hopm~ you h.ad a Happy Christmas, this is yours 
truly s1gnmg off till our next few lines. Cheerio. A. B. 

" W " T ROOP. The Brigade training season having 
drawn to a successful close, the Troop have now settled 
down to a spot of individual training, and many members 
of the T roop are endeavouring to learn how wireless 
actually works. " Straight," " Superhet," " Negative 
Feedback" and " Phase Spli tting" are now household 
words among the " Star Gazers." H owever, good luck to 
you, . chaps, and may you successfully bamboozle the 
exrumners on the T rade Board. 

S~ort, and jn particular football, bas played a pre
dommant par t m the Squadron working programme during 
the past month and, despite .the unavoidable setbacks due to 
demob., courses, etc., we have managed to maintain a 
comfortable position in the Brigade Football League table 
and have high hopes of finishing the season very close t~ 
the top. Competition and enthusiasm bas been so great 
that we have bad to form a second team at football. Nice 
going, considering the unit 's strength. 

Competition in another sphere, and this time inter
Troop, is evid~n!. in the fact that H .Q. Troop have 
accepted respons1b1hty for decorating the Squadron can teen 
and " W: " Troop the mess room. The adjacent woods 
seethe with activity as " W " Troop enthusiasts gather fir 
co~es that, .after a treatment of drying and painting, are 
b~mg set as!de for the eventual decorative endeavours that 
Will break mto life at the conclusion of the upgrading 
course. We are determined to outdo H .Q., whatever the 
resources available. 

::\'o. I WlllELESS REGIHENT 

December 
A general slow-down in the fulfilment of fixtures in the 

league games for both hockey and soccer has been made 
necessary owing to the. severity of weather conditions recently. 
It was, however, possible to play the following games, with 
results as noted : -

Soccer. Division II : versus 59th Provost Company 
R.M.-P., lost 0--2. Signalmen L. Barker and J. Cra~ 
qualified as Army Football Association referees, Class III. 

Hockey. League: versus 3rd R.T.R., lost 0-2. An excel
lent. ~am~ with visibility low owing to heavy ground fog. 
Position m the league is that of third from the top. 

Rugby. The unit has now some 17 persons interested in 
rugger, ai;id efforts are being made to make a ground available 
for practice. Lance-Corporal Vater has been selected as a 
member of the B.A.O.R. representative team due to tour the 
U.K. from 9th to 18th December. Our congratulations and 
best wishes go with him. 

.MJniatur~ Range Shooting. Arrangements to reopen the 
mmia~e nfle range are going ahead and hopes are high that 
a Shootmg Club will be formed in the near future. 
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BERLIN SIGNAL SQlJADRO~ 

December 
This month has b~en quite an eventful one, with the 

arrival of many new faces and the rousing of new interests. 
The unit's first team came up against strong opposition in 
the Berlin Junior Football League, losing three matches 
and drawing one. Goals for 5, goals against 13. It is hoped 
that this bad patch will soon be passed. The table tennis 
team is improving. After having lost their first two matches 

· and drawing the third they finally won the fourth. Keep 
it up. The Squadron snooker and darts tournaments are 
well under way, and the progress of "faI)cied favourites" 
is being watched with interest. 

Congratulations to Signalman Ashton on winning first 
prize in the Berlin Hobbies and Handicrafts Exhibition. 
This entry was an excellent model of a grand piano done 
in plastics. 

Lieutenant P. A. Baldwin is now O.C., 16 High Speed 
Wireless Troop, econd-Lieutenant Montagnon having 
gone bJck to 2 L. of C. Signals. Their recreation room 
has been completely redecorated, and a successful " house
warming " dance and p.lrty has been held. 

On Sunday, 9th November, a church parade and march 
past was held, every unit of British troops, Berlin, being 
represented. The turn-out and bearing of the Signals 
contingent under Lieutenants Baldwin and Seymour was 
most favourably commented upon. Well done, Signals! 

Preparations are already under way to throw a Christmas 
party for German children. The Squadron intends to cater 
for about 200 guests, and from all accounts they should 
have a really good time. There is also a feeling of expe~
tancy in the air concerning our own arrangemen'ts. For 
quite a number of the Squadron this will b:: their first 
Christmas in the Army and possibly their last, so everything 
is being done to make it a memorable o~casion. 

B ERLIN J I MMY 

N o. 30 INDEPENDENT L. OF C. 

SIGNAL SftU ADilON 

~funster in Westphalia 
December 

During the month of November the unit bas carried on, 
overcoming the many headaches showered upon it, and has 
emerged into December conscious of progress having been 
made in all spheres. The " vacant log cabin " referred to in 
the last month's WIRE has been converted into a luxury 
cinema thanks to the good work of a handful of enthusiasts 
working under Sergeant Kelly (who has taken over from 
Lieutenant Dent on the latter 's being posted). A prize of 
10/- bas been offered by the PRI for the most suitable name 
suggested for this cinema, which is to be opened on Boxing 
Day; by this date it will be lined with polished oak panels 
and equipped with real tip-up seats. 

Various d ubs within the unit have also progressed : -The 
Camera Club bas an extremely well equipped dark room, and 
a very kind offer from Messrs. Ilford, Ltd., to assist in supply
ing useful information and materials. Most interesting 
lectures have been given by Captain J . A. Bleach on various 
aspects of photography. The Radio Club is now awaiting 
official authority to open up on the air, and the Motor Cycle 
Club has made great strides in " acquiring" sufficient scrap 
to build four bikes; the crisp, hollow roar of a newly tuned, 
unsilenced engine may be heard, not infrequently as late as 
2200 hours, from the club room. 
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The weekly dances held in a country restaurant, dose at 
hand, continue very successfully, while the A.K C. fill each 
Thursday night with a well anended cinema show. Christ
mas arrangements, at the time of this going to Press, are in 
full swing, the usual Officers versus Sergeants football match 
having been laid on, as well as several parties, one of which 
is for the children of the German staff. 

Sport. The unit football team continues in the Munster 
League upholding its good name. T he scores we feel need 
no further comment: -

~ov. I v. Hospi1al B won 1 -0 s vc II P.W.D.C. won 7-0 
8 v. 246 Provost CompanC won 6-1 

12 v. S8 Company R. A.S .. lot 3- 4 
IS v. 67 Company R.A.S.C. draw 2-2 
19 v. 177 Bauery R.A. won 7-2 
22 v. 110 Mil. Gov. won 7-0 
26 v. R.H.Q. SS L.A.A. won 2-1 
29 v. Hospi1al A Match postponed 

dU<: ( 0 ground 
condition 

Dec. 3 v. Q Movements Match pos1poned 
6 v. o. I Transit & 

Release Camp won 3-2 
Position in League 3rd 

Played Won Lost Drew For Against Poinrs 
23 17 s 1 87 28 3S 

Birth. We heartily congratulate Captain and Mrs. L. H. 
Lacey on the arrival (22nd.November) of Michael Clive, their 
third son . At the christening (7th December) he was in fine 
form, already showing off his " soothing," truly Lacey, voice. 

Tai/piece. The fear of having to renew broken car springs 
after visiting us need no longer deter any would-be visitors to 
the Unit; the craters on the road into the Unit have at last 
been filled in and a new surface laid. 

No. 32 INDEPE::\'DENT I.. OF C. 
SIGNAL SQUADRON 

Pion 
December 

Gone are the tanned bodies on P .T. parade; now we see 
shivering figures, sporting blue noses, racing around the run
ning track in an endeavour to keep warm and fit at the same 
time. Yes, winter is here once more, and with it comes all 
the rigour of maintaining Signal communications in such a 
large area as Schleswig-Holstein. The arrival of Jack Frost 
was confirmed by the appearance of a large crop of mous
taches being raised from the O.C. down to the lowest" G.D. 
wallah," and it is expected that " mutton-chops " will soon 
·become · the latest fashion. During the month we have 
welcomed to the Squadron two new officers besides many 
other new faces. Gone are the days when everyone knew 
everyone else by the name of Charlie or Ted. 

Captain A. H. J. Dent ca.me to us from No. 30 Indepen
dent L. of C. Signal Squadron to take up the post as Lines 
Officer; since then we have hardly set eyes on him, for he 
has been trotting round the area " fiddling with telephones 
and e.xchanges." Captain W. C. Day bas also arrived to 
take up the post of the " all-important" Admin. Officer, and 
came wafting in on a magic carpet from far-off India. 
Welcome, gentlemen, and may your last unit's loss be our 
very pleasant gain. 

Our Technical Officer, Second-Lieutenant Rothery, has 
now become a family man on the arrival of Mr . Rothery 
from U.K. Need it be said that sinre that happy day he 
has been last to work and first away ? 

The highlight in November's happenings was in all proba
bility the birth of our unit magazine, " Certobust" (a name 
which was chosen with many tongues in an equal number of 
cheeks). Conceived by the brains of the unit (who else but 
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the e\'er-cbagrined Orderly Room staff?), it was received with 
great enthu ia m, and holds the exalted position of being the 
foremo t magazme in the area-modesty prevents us saying 
B.A.0.R., but at least we can dream. We should welcome 
the opportunity of exchanging "rags" with any Signal unit 
for we are alway anxious to learn more about you than 
perhaps WIRE notes permit. 

Preparation for Christmas is well on the way. Chaps 
rehearsing for panto in our O\vn theatre, the " Old Vic," can 
be seen nearly every night wandering along the corridors with 
damp towels around their foret:eads, feverishly muttering 
their lines and practising the entrance. of the fairy godmother. 

A prize has been offered by the Camp Commandant for 
the best decorated portion of the mess hall at Christmas. 
We hope the Squadron will rake in the lucre; not because of 
the pos ibility of free drinks all round, but rather because of 
the spirit of rivalry existing between Camp and Signals. 

The C.O., Major L. J. Parker, is looking after the 
Christmas celebrations of the families children, and it is 
rumoured that he will turn out on Christmas Eve dressed in 
a red nightgown-we pray that we shall be there to see it. 

In the Indoors Sports Section, which occupies most of our 
time, now that the dark nights are here, we have been busy 
playing off the snooker and billiard championships. The 
final of the snooker was won by Signalman " Hawkeye " 
Shuttleworth, who won by a short cue over Corporal " Ron " 
Schwartz, our focal champion. The billiards crown was 
eventually carried off by Sergeant " Busty" Thorpe, who was 
a comfortable winner over Signalman Gabbittas, after many 
hours of secret training in the Mess. 

The unit football first eleven have not been at all busy this 
month. They played 4th Armoured Brigade O.F.P. twice, 
the scores being 1-0 for us the first time and 1-1 the 
second. The matches were played away, so the suggestion is 
that ours was the better team. 

The Squadron has no Rugby team of its own but supplies 
the Sub-Area H.Q. team with most of its talent. 

They managed by fair means or foul to reach the semi-final 
of the Area Knock-out Competition, but unfortunately were 
then beaten by 17 points to 12 by Neumunster Garrison. 
Credit goes to S.S.M. Rockall for a remarkable performance. 
Since that day he bas never been the same but limps round 
holding his back and groaning in words not understood by 
the younger members of the unit. 

We dose with the wish that a "Merry Christmas " is spent 
by all Signals wherever they may be, and a hope that the 
Guinness goes round. 

No. 33 l!\""DEPENDENT L OF (;. 

Sl~AL Sf}UADRON 

Dusseldorf 
December 

The big "grip" at present is the wholesale evacuation of 
our old billets at Shellhaus to Zapphaus, the present site of 
our Signal Office. This change will, I think, be welcomed 
by the " 'erbs " of the Txoop, as it.. will bring the Church 
Army Canteen more into the limelight. It will also make the 
whole layout more compact than at present, though visions 
of Signal Office staff corning on duty in their pyjamas, com
plete with mug of tea grasped firmly in both mitts, are in 
the minds of the exalted. Work is starting this week on the 
building and decorating of a new canteen in Zapphaus; this 
would be a great improvement on our existing one, which is 
beginning to show signs of wear and tear. First-rate ampli
fiers and a "mike" are being installed so all around it should 
be " just the job." 

quadron strength seems very fluid at present, with bods 
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being whipped away on upgrading courses, etc. However, 
with the disbanding of our detachment at Brussels a definite 
horde of types has descended upon us; no doubt they have 
taken a dim view of leaving the land of nylon and dollar 
worship. Still, the old adage "You can't take it with you," 
or "You didn't know you were gonna leave it that soon," 
should suffice them, we hope. 

Sport. This month has been a real Gala Occasion in our 
sporting activities. The much-discussed football eleven has 
gone from , victory to victory both in league and cup. A 
measure of our success can be gained from the results listed 
below:-

Friendly fu...'tures : Played 16, woh 13, drawn 1, lost 2. 
League fixtures: Played 3, won 2, drawn 0, lost 1. 
The first round of the 4th Brigade Knock-out Competition 

took us to Wuppertal to play one of the York and Lancaster 
six teams which are entered in this cup. This game ended 
in a draw, the equaliser being snatched by Signalman Dickson 
with a lovely header about 30 seconds from time. The game 
as a whole was a rather sticky afternoon's entertainment. 

The replay again was at Wuppertal, with a few inches of 
snow making things more difficult than usual. H owever, this 
time the " civvies attached," as the Infantry were prone to 
call us, made no mistake and we ran off winners by 3 goals 
to 1. In the second round we disposed of 32nd Medium 
Regiment, R.A., in a game in which we completely dominated 
the play, although we were one down after five minutes' play, 
but this seemed to inspire our forwards, who rattled in four 
to clinch matters. 

There is no doubt that the team is playing well, but I 
think a large part of their success is due to the faithful moral 
support supplied by the remainder of the Squadron, who 
have shouted themselves hoarse at times. A lively interlude 
is always provided by Signalman Knight, from Dortmund., 
who accompanies his outbursts with an assortment of bells 
and tin plates. This guy would make a fortune with Spike 
Jones. Another character new to these parts is Signalman 
Noskowicz, who with his Flying-Officer Kyte type. moustache 
fairly frightens the wits our of the opposing support. With 
the arriving of the Brusselites we secured the services of 
Lance-Corporal Twist and Lance-Corporal Chris Anderson 
for our team. The latter has played with Aberdeen in civilian 
life--hence our half-back line has been strongly reinforced. 
This definitely proved to be the case on Saturday, 6th Decem
ber, when in the semi-final of the cup competition we beat 
a strong team from "C" Company, York and Lancaster 
Regiment, at Dusseldorf Stadium, by 5 goals to 2, despite an 
appeal for light by our opponents at the. end of the match. 

So it's on to the Cup Final and, we hope, victory. The 
rattles and flags will be there in force on Saturday, 13th, at 
the magnificent Dusseldorf Stadium to urge the boys on. 

Entertainments. With the approaching festive season, 
programmes have been drawn up to provide the unit with 
the maximum of Christmas spirit-liquid type, we hope. 
A party for German children and for children of British 
families bas been laid on, and it is hoped that it will be as 
successful as it was last year. A Christmas and New Year's 
Eve Ball is provided for, which we expect will be a "sell out." 
The usual Saturday dances and Tuesday socials continue in 
a grand r,tyle. Tuesday evenings have had a real " short in 
the arm," so to speak, with the return of Corporal Brandham 
with a pile of discs from the U.K. 

A " free " night is arranged each month, and this next one 
will be highlighted by a games contest between officers, 
N.C.O.s and men. Foaming pints and steady dart hands 
will b::: the order of the evening. 

Departures. As is usual every little while, we lose 
some of our old stagers. This month is no exception, 
and we all wish Signalman "Nobby" Morris, one of our 
daring D.R.s of Tattoo fame, along with our stalwart of the 
soccer team, Private Geordie Me~calfe, all the best now 
they've collected their one-way tickets to the U.K. 

TOMMEE 
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PALESTINE CO~BIAND SIGNAL llEGllUENT 

December-
R.H.Q. WARRANT OFFICERS' AND SERGEANTS' 

MESS. Winter is now with us once again, and out have 
come suits of B.D. with a strong odour of moth bJlls. 
However, S.S.M. (Pistol) Brady, not being satisfied with 
issued B.D., bas procured at great expense a natty "Spiv" 
suit. The only things lacking are lace cuffs and glass 
battons, but it is understood that the local contractor is 
doing his best to supply them. 

We have held rwo games tournaments in the last month, 
our respective opponents being the officers of the R.E.s and 
Royal Signals. We won both tournaments and are looking 
forward to some early return matches. 

We extend a hearty welcome to S.S.M. Jones, S.Q.M.S. 
Martin, Sergeant Cheetham and Sergeant Mullins, all 
ex-1st Armoured Divisional Signals Regiment. Sergeants 
Grinham, Johnson and Bedford have left us on release, 
and take with them our very best wishes for life in Civvy 
Street. 

No. 1 SQUADRON. One Squadron has not appeared 
in THE WIRE for some months now. Firstly, we extend 
our best wishes to Major H. J. Funnell on his appointment 
to Second in Command of the Regiment, and we welcome 
his successor, Major B. Butler. 

The " line up " of officers here is now: Captain G. H. C. 
Carter Captain P. Lock, Lieutenant P. Johns, Lieutehant 
C. M. Ferguson -and Lieutenant J. Page. 

At present, although the Squadron anticipates a swift 
run down of personnel, our commitments are still exten
sive. Squadron responsibilities, including U / G and O/H 
line maintenance over a wide area between Hadera and 
Rafab, and trunk SDS as far south as Kantara. In the 
Garrison itself our SDO, recently redesigned by Major 
Funnell, functions with smooth efficiency. We consider 
that, for its size, it is one of the best in the theatre. 
Last July the Squadron suffered fatal casualties, when 
linemen were killed by mines attached to a lo::iding pot 
on the Jerusalem cable. 

Sports and Entertainments. The Squadron fosters a 
promising footblll team, and we have good prospects in 
the Garrison League. 

A keen trio of D.R.s, skilfully led by Sergeant Jaggard, 
suc::essfully competed in the Sarafand Scrambles and the 
1st Infantry Division Reliability Trials. The latter were 
held in Transjordan over 35 miles of extremely tough 
country, and included many vicious hazards. 

Preparations for Christmas are well in hand. We are 
also looking forward to the arrival of the Corps Band in 
early December, for which a comprehensive programme of 
concerts has been arranged. 

No. 2 SQUADRON (HAIFA). The Squadron are now 
in battledress as from 17th November, 1947, as it gets very 
cold here at nights on the mountain top. The Area 
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Commander, Colonel Rathbone, inspected our camp on 
29th October, and he seemed to be very satisfied with things 
in general. 

We h::id a very big storm on 8th-9th November and the 
camp was turned into a sea of mud. The "Eagles " up ar 
the 10 set site certainly got their feathers wet. 

The day, 6th November, 1947, is going to be a day to· 
remember by all personnel in Signal Office Troop. On 
this day, at 1130 hours, the Signal Office of North Palestine 
District was invaded by a force of 6th Airborne Division 
Signals (" The Red Devils "). This amalgamation of the 
two Signal Offices was rather a blow to the members of 
No. 2 Squadron, but on the whole the amalgamation is. 
quite successful. 

Our billiard table is now complete with shade and lights: 
(thanks to the unit "Chippies"). Signalman Grant and 
Lance-Corporal Alderman have had an A.K.C. course, so 
we hope to get on the circuit. Our 35 mm. projector has: 
been withdrawn by U.F.S. The N.A.A.F.I. trio are 
making a weekly visit to the canteen, and always provide a· 
couple of hours of good music for the " lads." 

Sergeants' Mess. On 18th October the Corporals were 
invited to a games tournament in the Mess and the finar 
result was a draw. During the latter part of the evening a 
game of " Cardinal Puff" was played, R.S.M. Froucf 
presiding as chief cardinal. 

The Mess has been redecorated and it now looks more
like a Mess instead of a " dungeon," although some of the 
old members will miss the photographs of " nifty nites." 

Sport. The North Palestine District . League started' 
three weeks ago. The Squadron's first game was with the 
Palestine Police and we won 3-2. The scorers were Tudor, 
Brown and Chalmers. It was a very fast and good game, 
although it looked as though we shouldn't get the winning 
go::il; we managed to break through just seven minutes. 
before full-time. 

The following Wednesday we were entertained by 
No. 3 Base Workshops. It was a fine game, but the 
Squadron lost their power near goal. The defence was: 
great, and the game ended in a 2-0 defeat. One of the 
goals was scored from a penalty. Last Wednesday the 
Squadron met defeat to the tune of 10-3 by 193 R.A.S.C. 
The less said about this game the better. Barber, our 
centre-half, unfortunately broke his wrist, and I think that 
about broke us up. The Squadron played the Jewish terun 
Macabi on 1st November and lost 3-1. 

No. 3 SQUADRON (JERUSALEM). Since our last contri
bution we have lost more than a few members of the 
Squadron to Civvy Street. Fortunately we have also had' 
quite a large number of new arrivals from 1st Armoured 
Division. 

Up to the present we have played seven games of 
footb::ill. We have won four, drawn two and lost one. 
Security regulations and bad weather have, unfortunately> 
postponed a number of league games, but the team seems 
quite confident of good results in games to come. 

The hockey team is in quite a healthy state, having 
played four matches and won four. Keep up the good 
work. 

We have only played three games of basketball this 
season, winning one and losing two. No 3 Squadron 3> 
v. 13 Field Survey 4. No. 3 Squadron 14 v. 283 R.E. 
Works 13. No. 3 Squadron 14 v . Mov. Levant 18. 

The main difficulty the basketball team has to face is. 
getting all the team off duty at the same time. 

The arrival of the Royal Signals Regimental Band early 
next month is being eagerly anticipated, and we are all 
looking forward to a programme of band concerts and 
dances. 
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lUAf,A YA COMMAND SIGNAL REGDIENT 

Kuala Lumpur 
December 

The sight of our first notes, published in the October WIRE, 
has spurred us on to further efforts to give you the latest 
situation. here. There is little actual news as life here goes 
its monotonous way and one day seems much like another. 
We have had plenty of rain in the last few weeks but it does 
not seem to improve the water supply to H.Q. lines. We 
.are given various reasons for not getting water and are told 
we have used our quota, or someone else has used or wasted 
our supply for us. Whatever the reason, going for a bath 
is like backing a horse days in advance-you can never be 
sure that it is running. We can report no further advance
ment in the construction of Q.M. and T.M. lines, and 
although they are partly constructed they are of as much 

. use to us as the wide open spaces. With the departure of 
the Indian Engineers even the spasmodic efforts have ceased. 
It is to be hoped that the reported civil contract will soon 
become effective. The completion will help to reduce our 
guard commitments. 

The much-dreaded day of the departure of Group 64 has 
come and gone. Strange to relate, we maintained communi
cations somehow, even though we lost 100 men of our 
depleted strength. Things got a little complicated, to say 
the least, and having detailed various officers to stooge in 
the Signal Office, we were about to detail the married families 
to take over the guard duties when, joy upon joy, we had a 
pleasant surprise. The Empress of Scotland donated about 
100 of her subjects straight from U.K. Needless to say, they 
were heartily welcomed, and before some of them could make 
up their minds whether _they liked Kuala Lumpur or not, 
they were whisked away to the outlying man-hungry 
Squadrons. Man-power shortage produces, to say the least, 
a variety of occupations, and some people find themselves 
with jobs they never thought existed. Even S.Q.M.S.s have 
to work these days. 

All ranks are looking forward to Christmas festivities, and 
we send our greetings to all ranks and members of the Corps, 
wherever they may be, wishing them every success and 
happiness in the coming year. 

Officers. We welcome Major A. C. Cox, M.B.E., Major C. 
Worrin, Captain (T.O.M.) L. K. Bramwell and Lieutenant 
(T.O.M.) Shirley, all of whom have arrived since we wrote 
our last notes. Major Cox becomes Second-in-Command in 
place of Major Woodward, who has departed to U.K., whilst 
Major Worrin has taken command of No. 3 Squadron at 
Seremban. The presence of two T.O.M.s staggers us, to say 
the least. The move of the Mess to the new District Staff 
Mess has now taken place, and although we appreciate the 
splendour of our new home we lose our identity of a Signals 
Mess and become residents in a Staff Mess called Mandalay, 
secretly wishing we were back in the old home. It is very 
nice having an abundance of slipper baths, showers and wash 
bowls, etc., all attached to living quarters. We wish we were 
able to put them to better use, as we find our water supply 
drastically cut. In a land of plenty it is strange to report 
a scarcity of water, especially when we have had so much 
rain, almost daily, but such is the case and it is a daily gamble 
whether you can get your shower before the water is turned 
off-that is if it has been turned on. 

The Mess itself is well built and substantial but the living 
quarters are not in the least soundproof, so that when every
one plays their radios and gramophones the din is terrific. 
At night the least sound is magnified and footsteps echo and 
re-echo, even when proceeding on tip-toe, which, incidentally, 
few people do. People who talk in their sleep are liable to 
broadcast their secrets to a large audience. 

No doubt we shall get used to our new surroundings and 
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mixing with the staff should assist us to come to a better 
understanding with. them. 

Warrant Officers' and Sergeants' Mess. New arrivals 
include W.0.II Townsend and S.Q.M.S. Bennett, fresh from 
the land they adore; but the departure of other members has 
left us with a very small Mess. We congratulate the follow
ing on having made the grade, and despite discomforting 
rumours regarding sinking of boats, drying up of the 
Mediterranean, and so on, embarked for U.K. and a new 
life. The lucky people are S.Q.M.S. (" Biz ") Lindsay, 
Sergeant (C.C.L.) Rhodes and our erstwhile 0.R.S., Sergeant 
Webb. All were suffering from severe funnel fever. 

Any old comrades of R.S.M. (" Dusty") Miller will be 
sorry to hear that he has had a few weeks in hospital, and 
pleased to know that be is now due for a period of convales
cent leave in the Cameron Highlands. His chief henchman, 
Sergeant (" Oem ") Clemson, couldn't stay away from his 
side and took the next bed. We hope they will both be on 
their toes again before the Christmas festivities. 

TRIPOLITANIA SIGNAL SqlJADRON 

November 
To the accompaniment of the unrhythrnical cacophony of 

Tripolitanian bells, the clap-clap of trotting gbari horses, the 
weird unbusiness-like yet enthusiastic cries of Arab egg and 
charcoal vendors, plus the mist-like vapours bequeathed to 
my head by the local brew of distilled uranium-alias beer
! endeavour to subscribe to the pages of the THE WIRE an 
introduction to the Tripolitania Signal Squadron. 

Primarily I introduce:-Our C.S.O. and C.O., Major 
T. H. Madeley, who bas recently graduated from the 
" rookie" class after having qualified with 28 years' service 
in and out of all the "crab" stations the War House select 
for Signals personnel. It is said: Austerity Civvy Street is 
clearly marked down as his next posting. All will miss him 
when he gets demobbed in the near future. 

Captain A. G. Mactavish (no relation to any whisky baron) 
is our dapper businesslike Second-in-Command who, it is 
alleged, endeavours to fiddle (Nero style) whilst his newly
born daughter " burns up." Congrats, sir-for the daughter 
I mean. 

Captain J. R. Mayall (S.0.III to C.S.0.) is not on the 
actual strength of Trip Sigs, yet he is almost a Squadronite, 
he being our Messing Officer. Even whilst be deals with 
an inundation of correspondence (official) one can perceive 
an air of anticipated success, as his subconscious toys with 
the forthcoming Catering Competition. 

Captain (H.A.M.) G. W. Carpenter is 0.C. Lines Troop. 
He finds it most difficult refraining from gesticulating when 
speaking; caused, no doubt, through having had an enor
mous amount of dealings (legitimate) with Italian linemen. 

His evenings are spent in causing undue despondency 
amongst the locals by blotting out the Blighty programmes 
on the 19 m. band with his ham transmissions. 

My espionage system tells me that to eradicate such 
troublesome Q.R.M. a request has been made to authorities 
unknown for the removal of all domestic wireless sets to 
within a minimum radius of 30 miles. 

However, for the benefit of all other hams, the call sign is 
MD2B, so get twiddling on 14 megs. 

Second-Lieutenant R. B. Murray is O.C. Op. Troop 
(Signal Office and Wireless). He recently applied to Somer
set House via Reading for permission to add Coward as a 
middle name after having at Tripoli's Miramare Theatre 
produced and played in a one-act play which received no 
mean success. 

And o at last but not least I come to our own special 
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"Two Types" Lieutenants G. E. H. Maggs and R. E. 
Coward respectively, both of the East Surrey Regiment, who, 
knowing all about the shorrage of personnel and dollars, 
conde cended to help Tripolitania Signal Squadron along its 
hard-worked path. Results: they are attached hard and fast 
and now wondering whether a D.O.V. in circular flight above 
the highest part of their anatomy will ungraciously let. 
Suspense I calls it. · 

Within the comfortable confines of the Sergeanrs' Mess 
can b:: found on most evenings S.S.M. H. F. Wood and 
wife S.Q.M. . (F. of S.) Knight, S.Q.M.S. Freemantle (ex
Malta), .Q.M.S. Harrington, due for Python (Did the 
Q Bloke give you your winter woollies, Bert ? Blighty is a 
cold place these days), Sergeants Gilbert and wife Edwards 
and wife, Rogers, the QSA5s E/ A King, and Bland, our 
enlightener in the way of life, Army Education style. 

A keen inrerest in all sport is shown by all ranks and is 
greatly responsible for showing other units here that Tripoli
tania ignal Squadron is really a formidable opponent. 

They were winners of the Tripolitania District Motor 
Cycle Trials Shield, 1946; Tripolitania District Hockey 
Shield, 1946 and 1947; Tripolitania District Table Tennis 
Cup, 194 7; Tripolitania District Minor Units Athletic Cup, 
1947; Tripolitania District Cricket League Championship 
(M.U.), 1947. 

It is our hope that this season we shall win the Hockey 
League for the third consecutive time, thereby retaining for 
good the Hockey Shield. 

All here join in to wish the following ex-members of the 
Squadron good luck, wherever they may be, or in whatever 
they do: :-Sergeants Carter, Taylor, Corporals Carroll, 
Proctor, Signalmen Tandy, C. Brown Devey, Balding. 

My introduction to a hard-worked Squadron is finished, 
and so on behalf of Trip Sigs I convey to all ranks in the 
Corps, past and present, a Very Merry Christmas and good 
hunting in the future. 

I pen au revoir until time, space, and less work permits 
another contribution. 

H.F.W. 

WEST AFRICA SIGNAL REGIMENT 

Aeera 
December 

The Regiment after teething troubles is settling down. It 
has been re-organised and re-formed for six months now out 
of the larger war-time units. Many elsewhere in the world 
will wonder whether a change from austerity to the " White 
Man's Grave" is not worth considering and whether perhaps 
the name is not a misnomer designed to keep out all but the 
lucky ones. There is a lot in that. 

The Regiment is a scattered one-H.Q. and a Squadron in 
Gold Coast Colony, one Squadron in Nigeria and one dealing 
with both Sierra Leone and Gambia Colonies. All told there 
are about 140 British and 700 or 800 African members of 
Royal Signals. British ranks are roughly one-third corporals 
and two-third sergeants or higher, and the majority will be 
regulars in future. There's promotion in them dark places. 
A tour is for 18 months and we have a good many on their 
second tour after lunteering. Conditions vary, as they 
must in a Regiment scattered over 1,000 miles of seaboard and 
up to 800 miles in-land as in Nigeria. Some have the flesh
pots of civilisation and the high prices of Accra, Freetown 
or Lagos, and others the detached freedom of wireless stations 
in the " bush." Eighteen months is not so long and gives 
little continuity, so on the whole once a man is fitted into bis 
place be settles down for his tour. The main task is wireless 
communication within each Colony, the inter-Colony net
work and the link connecting Command H.Q. with U.K. 
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Linesman of the West African Corps of Signa ls marking off a cable road 
crossing durinr the war 

Sport is good; all tastes catered for. In our next issue more 
particular information about living conditions, married 
families, advice, and amenities will be included. Naturally 
austerity at home is reflected to some extent. The expression 
" None on the Coast " although strictly banned as an excuse 
is sometimes justified. 

There is a lot to be told about our activities in each Colony 
and our plan in future will be to emphasise news from each 
Sq'uad.ron in turn. 

News flashes of recent events throughout the Regiment 
cover Monty's visit. He had a great reception, escorted by 
Despatch Riders Sergeant (Jock) Stewart, Corporal Sam, 
Corporal Haruna, Signalman Anum and Signalman Quarshie. 
The tattoo showed him the African soldier and surprised him: 
P.T., drill, massed bands of a high standard. Signals staged 
a fiery dragon hunt and trick bottle shooting from a motor 
cycle. 

Operation " Express " tested Signals during the recent 
strike in Gold Coast. A hurried job, but all went well. 
Operation " Lungi " provided those in Freetown with a 
beach party when the Ministry of Civil Aviation and 
B.O.A.C. asked for assistance. The Waterloo airport was out 
and the old one at Lungi had to be used. R/T to aircraft and 
C.W. to Waterloo 50 miles away were needed. Two hours 
by launch from Freetown, a heavy surf to be waded through 
with all equipment as head loads, were exciting, and 
D.A.A.G.s seem to thrive on being topped up with sea water. 
The launch sank on one passage. Anyway, aircraft were 
landed and found in the 12 ft. high grass. Unfortunately, 
B.O.A.C.'s thanks do not include free week-end trips home. 

Colonel C. D . Clapp, our late C.O. and C.S.0., will be 
leaving soon. We wish him a speedy passage home for 
Christmas. He has looked after Signals very well and kept 
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going all through the difficult period of reorganisation. Our 
new C.0., Lieutenant-Colonel C. H. Lyddon, has joined us. 
From ski-ing to surfing is a drastic change. 

W.O.s' and Sergeants' Mess. The strength of the Mess 
continues to increase in numbers, passed over to us from the 
Junior N.C.O.s, who cbu~kle ro. think they can now sit down 
in comfort instead of tossmg corns for seats. A welcome and 
happy stay to Sergeants Gyng~l, Bar~ett, £?ward, Lewis, 
Wilkes, Kolski, Hackshall, Elliott, Eliot, Nl}{on, Boloten, 
Marihall, Chaston, Deakings. We also welcome R.S.M. G. 
Payne recently arrived from U.K., a real asset and an old 
sweat, for when he joined the Army Signals were part of the 
Royal Engineers. 

Social activities are few and far between due to lack of 
ladies, but we amuse ourselves with games and tournaments, 
and the competition is keen. Treble sixty is an every day 
occurrence and to see a domino game in progress between the 
experts is a sight indeed. Otherwise our main amusements 
are the cinema, surf riding and sport. . 

Our Amateur Radio friends are still arguing on the ments 
of ZD.4AL which operates on 20 metres. S.Q.M.S. Field 
would like 'ro Q.S.0. any Signal Unit in any part of the 
world. 

Soccer. Football is the means by which we exist-any
time--0r anywhere-and quite rightly we are proud of our 
achievements against the many Units that oppose us. At 
Accra in the present league games with only two matches to 
play, ~e. have won every game-and it is hoped in our next 
WIRE NOTES to be able to say we have completed the hat 
trick by winning every game. The knockout cup has 
started and we have put the School of Infantry out. ~ur 
thanks are due to the fine team spirit shown by Captams 
Wragg, Chambers and Smith, R.Q.M.S. Cor~ner, S.S.M. 
Hendry, S.Q.M.S. "Cliff" Field, Sergeants Dl}{on, Stewart 
and Kolski, Corporals Thomas and Forsytl_i. Sergeant 
Constantine, our enthusiastic team mana~e~, 1s helped by 
Sergeant Barratt the linesman. The Umt 1s only a small 
one but soccer e~thusiasts are many, hence a " B " team also 
pla:Ying in the same league. With the ex~ption of 1'.:11"· 
Morris and Mr. Vousden this team consists of J.uru.or 
N.C.0.s. In Nigeria, with smaller numbers, we help District 
H.Q. and do well. A good goalie is needed. 

Boxing. This is proving very popular with th~ A.0.~.s, 
and a successful contest was held recently in the Afncan 1:-1:ies 
Friday. All contestants were African and many prommng 
lads were noted. The organisers were Captam D. V. 
Pummell (Q.M.), Sergeant R. Kennedy and Sergeai;it F . 
Dixon. The chief judge was that well-k;iown boxer Ma1or P. 
Wheeler, A.P.T.C., who is well known m the Corps. At the 
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A well camouflaged . Field Wireless Station in Northern Nigeria, 16th May, 1943 
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end of a most enjoyable evening the C.S.0., Colonel C. D. 
Clapp, o.B.E., presented the prizes, which were well earned. 
The A.0.R.s of the Sierra Leone and Gambia Squadron had 
the best Unit average in the recent Di trier Boxing Competi
tion . Good show. 

Congratulations. Many old-timers will be pleased to hear 
that Sergeant (Tich) Metcalfe, at present at Freetown, has 
been promoted S.Q.M.S.-he was P.O.W. in Japanese hands 
after Singapore fell, and lost promotion, but we hope to see 
the crown soon. He is now an enthusiastic " Ham " and 
would like to contact all friends on the air. 

GIBRALTAR SIGNAL SQUADRON 

December 
Since our last notes for THE WIRE the arrivals and depar

tures in the unit have been very few. On 13th October we 
said farewell to Lance-Corporal Fox and Signalman Aplin, 
who left for Class " A " release, and we take this rather 
belated opportunity of wishing them every success in civilian 
life. Our best wishes are also extended to Corporal Whalley, 
who was reverted to home establishment whilst enjoying .a 
spot of L.I.A.P. in the U.K. We welcome to the urut 
Signalmen Chapman and Friend, who arrived here on 14th 
October. 

Our congratulations to Signalman H~ an~ ~igna~an 
Snaith, winner and runner-up in the Urnt Ind~v1dual. Rifle 
Championships, with S.S.M. Bradbury a good third .. Signal
man Heal is now the proud possessor of a cup and Signalman 
Snaith a medal. 

It was a very close competition, as can be judged by the 
scores: -Signalman Heal, 86; Signalman Snaith, 82; S.~.M. 
Bradbury, 80; Lance-Corporal Hogg, 73; Signalman Fnend, 
70; Sergeant Aylmer, 61. . 

Wednesday, 17th December, will be mru:ked as a special 
occasion, being the day fixed for the marna~e of ~rporal 
" Duds " Stokes to our ex-Exchange Supervisor, Miss M. 
Trinidad. It is very significant to note that this is the first 
local wedding in this unit since 1937. Our most hearty 
congratulations to the young coup~e. . 

We \.vish past members of the G1b~altar Signal Squadron, 
now in civilian life, a very happy Christmas and a bright and 
prosperous 1948. . . 

Football. Five matches have been played m the Minor 
League, and of these we have won two and lost three. !he 
results are as follows: -'U. R.A.0.C., lost 2-3; v. Garrison 
Emp. Company, lost 1-3; v. R.A.M.C., won 3-1; 
v. R.A.P.C., won 4-1; v. R.E.M.E., lost 2-5. . 

Our centre-half, Corporal Ratcliffe, played in a trial mat~h 
for the Combined Services team, and we hope to see him 
playing against the Gibraltar F.A. XI yet. . 

Hockey. The hockey team have more sausfact<;>ry res~lts, 
having played three matches in the Eleven-a-side . Mmor 
Hockey League and winning two, as follows: --v. G1bralta~ 
Grammar School, lost 2-3; v. C.R.M.P., won 4-3 • 
v . R.A.P.C., won 2-1. 

Have your personal copy of 

T h e W ire 
mailed to you direct 

Subscriptions for 1948 should be sent to 

The General Secretary, Royal Signals Association, 

88 Eccleston Square, London,~S.W. I. 
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No. 63 H.Q. SIGNAL REGI.lUENT T.A. 

December 
With the individual training season at hand, it 1.vas appro

priate that we should hold a conference for all officers and 
P. .I.s of the Regiment. Consequently the 30th November
despite its being St. Andrew's Day and a Sunday-was 
chosen for a conference, followed by a S.E.W.T. for all T.A. 
officers of Royal Signals in Southern Command. The exer
cise was directed by the C.S.0. in person. The day was 
most profitable from the training knowledge gained and the 
social aspect of seeing each other in the flesh. The good 
lunch and refreshments supplied in " B " Mess, H.Q., 
Southern Command, fortified one for a long though interest
ing three to four hours of "listening." The tea meal was a 
pleasant break. The day ended with a demonstration by 
Lieutenant-Colonel Goldsmith of showing the nets of various 
formations by means of coloured lights on a huge table 
intricately wired. The invention was ingenious and should 
prove most useful to Squadrons for winter training. We 
were pleased to have Lieutenant-Colonel Knott and memb~rs 
of 43rd (Wessex) Infantry Divisional Signal Regiment with 
us from Taunton. " SIXTYTHREE " 

No. 10 AIR SUPPORT SIGNALS UNIT, T.A., EAST
LEIGH, HANTS. The unit is now settling down to training 
in earnest. Owing to the non-arrival of equipment, we have 
had a series of lectures of general interest and a modicum of 
drill. We are fortunate in having first-class instructors 
among the officers and senior N.C.O.s. Besides purely Signal 
topics, we have bad most useful instruction on the infantry 
and the R.A.F., the lecturers being such experts as S.S.M. 
Curtis (formerly RS.M. of the Rifle Brigade) and Lieutenant 
Hasselldine (ex-Flight-Lieutenant, R.A.F.). The full atten
dances and obvious interest shown augur well for the future. 

On 22nd November our friends and neighbours, 535th 

Light A.A. Regiment, T.A., celebrated the redecoration of 
their drill hall with a free exhibition and dance, in which 
they very kindly allowed us to share. 

The Drill Hall was officially declared open by our Mayor, 
who was introduced by Lieutenant-Colonel Howard, R.A., 
in a characteristic speech which gave quite as much 
prominence to No. 10 A.S.S.U. as to his own unit. 

" ASSULIKET ' 

26 A.G.R.E. SIGNAL TROOP, T.A. Several of us 
who were in the original 43rd Divisional Signals went to their 
second reunion at Southampton on 19th November and met 
many old friends. 

We have invited the Salisbury branch of the Old Comrades' 
Association to hold their next meeting at our H.Q. 

Congratulations. To our P.S.I., Sergeant Jack Lloyd, on 
the result of his course at Royal Signals Records. 

To Lieutenant R. H. Stock on being chosen first reserve 
for the county Rugby fifteen. We don't wish anyone any 
harm but hope he gets a game. 

SIG~AL REPORTING REGilUENT 

(KENSINGTONS) 

We have been active on both the training and social sides 
during the past month. Major Rencher and his Method of 
Instruction Team paid us a welcome visit. They put on 
two evening training shows which were both amusing and 
instructive. His first lecture gave us a few qualms about the 
sanity of the School of Signals, but he proved to us that in 
fact there was method in his madness as well as his 
instruction. 

Our social activjties included a dance on 2nd December 
at Hammersmith Town Hall. This was our first effort and 
I think everyone who came will agree that it was a great 
success. 

When 16th Airborne Divisional Signals (Middlesex 
Yeomanry) issued us a challenge to a miniature rifle meeting, 
they imagined, to judge by their propaganda, that they would 
have a walk-over ! Pride comes before a fall, they say, and 
to cut a long story short the " birdmen " scored 317 to our 
362 and were just pipped on the highest score (Lance
Corporal Isely got a possible for us). But it was a grand 

The Miniature Shooting Match aaainst 16th Airborne Signals (Middlesex Yeomanry) 
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evening and we hope we shall see them here again shortly 
and, for that matter, any other ignals Regiment in the 
London area. We can shoot fairly straight and some of us 
can throw the old dart; as for snooker, there is no telling 
what we cannot do. How about it ? 

Wishing all Signals everywhere, and especially Phantoms, 
a happy Christmas and a prosperous New Year. 

No. 1:1 A.A. GROUP (H) SIGNAi. UEGDIENT, T.A. 

The highlight of this our first year's training, was when 
the Edinburgh Squadron went for a week's camp to 
Craigichall in October. 

We were treated very well indeed by the regular personnel, 
and the fact that everyonee enjoyed themselves so much 
was largely due to their co-operation and friendly help both 
on and off duty. 

Our strength at camp was 30, of which only a mere 
handful had seen previous military service. Some of the 
recruits had their uniform on for the first time on the 

unday morning we went to camp. 
Through the efforts of the officers and assistance of the 

ex-Regulars a ceremonial parade with a march past our 
Honorary Colonel (Colonel Sir Harold Mitchell, Bart., 
J.P., D.L.) during the week went off without a bitch. It 
was hard indeed to recognise that these were the same men 
and women who formed up at the drill hall the previous 
Sunday. 

Visitors' day was held in the camp N.A.A.FJ., when 
relations and friends were entertained to tea. About 50 
guests were present, including one of the first British 

ervicc women to cross to France in the 1914-1918 war on 
switchboard duties; her only comment was, "I wish I was 
young enough to join up again." 

Considerable progress in signal training was made possible 
because most of the recruits are in the Post Office and used 
to handling telecommunication equipment in civilian life. 

The weather, which at this time of the year in Scotland 
is variable, was very kind to us and no outdoor activity 
had to be put off on that account. This added very much 
to our enjoyment. All ranks are now looking forward to a 
full regimental camp next year. 

The Regimental Mess has now been established, and on 
1 th November we had our first guest night, at the 

[ Phnto by " Evening Dispatch," Edinburgh 

Demonstration in R.A.F. plotting on the early warning table 
in the A.A.0 .R. 

Left to right : Privates Goodbrand and Black. Captain D., V, Seddon. Royal 
Signals , T.A .. Pr ivates Livingstone and Reid 
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[Photo by "Evening Dispatch,'' Edinbllrgli 

Lieut.-Colonel J. R. Sutcliffe , O.B.E ., receiving a message from 
the Gun Control Board in the A.A.0.R. 

Left to right (back): Sergeant Hogarth, Lieut.-Colonel ) . R. Sutcliffe, O .B. E., 
Private Dick. Left to right (front): Privatos Baptie, Fraser, McLean and 

Sutherland 

Roxburghe Hotel in Edinburgh. Having our Squadrons 
in three widely separated counties cause difficulties in these 
matters, but all except two officers managed to attend and 
all brought guests, so we had an excellent party. The 
P.M.C. enjoyed himself, even though · he ground his teeth 
when be noticed too late that the port was being poured 
out by waitresses, who wandered round with bottles in their 
hands. "The old order changes." 

It is with great regret that we say farewell already to one 
of our officers, Captain D. G. Heilbron, who, after a 
struggle to keep up attendances, bas had to announce that 
he can no longer cope with his civilian job and a military 
one at the same time. We all wish him luck and hope that 
bis flood of work will not keep him away for long. 

No. 1/20 AIUIY SIGNAL BEGDIENT T.A. 

The compliments of the Season to all friends. 
Situation almost unchanged, but technical equipment 

growing and indeed outgrowing storage space. Since notify
ing you of our permanent staff earlier in the year the following 
have been promoted to the ranks now shown: S.S.M. W. 
Hade, S.S.M. N. I ones, Sergeant \Y/. Chandler. 

The Men's Recreation Room is well established and the 
Bar regularly stocked. The stage in the Drill Hall is being 
redesigned, a task which has resulted to date in the loss of 
four hammer beads and the disappearance of fifteen teeth 
from a saws band 26 inch. Not all the T.A. members are 
carpenters. Alas. The All Ranks' dance on the 26th 
December is priority one at the moment and much spare time 
is being given to the necessary work of fixing things. It will 
be all right on the night. We hope. Our great wish wa:; 
for each and every T.A. member to bring along a friend for 
enlistment, but we find ourselves still up against a reluctance 
on the part of the youthful citizens to sign on the line. 
Nevertheless, arrangements for the reception of National 
Servicemen and their continued training in Corp acuvmes 
ao forward steadily. I'd like to tell you a lot more about the 
Unit, but you know how it is in the middle of December. 
No doubt I could think of a vastly better excuse for con
cluding if I really gave myself up to it. 

"BART EU. " 
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:\'o. l:i .\ •. \. GIUH"I" (M) SUo~.\I. llEGDIENT T . . \. 

The first conference of officers of this Regiment wa 
held on aturday/ unday, Lth/16th November, 1947 at 
Leeds. Thi wa the first chance the officers of the Regiment 
ha,· had of meeting one another, and several old 
acquaintances were resumed. ixteen officers were pre ""nt 
altogether, and it was unanimously decided that these 
meetings should be held at three to· six monthly intervals 
and be as embled at a different Squadron H.Q. each time. 

It is hoped that the next meeting will be held at 36 A.A. 
( i) ignal quadron, T.A. ewca tie, and that there will 
be some new faces around the conference table. 

THE SIGNALS ASSOCIATION OF 
THE ROYAL CORPS OF SIGNALS 

Headquarters: 88 Eccleston Square, London, S.W.1 
(Tel: Victoria 9194) 

During the months of October and ovember 1947, 154 
appeal were dealt with the expenditure am~unting to 
£934 l 7s. lOd. 

Summary of Grants Disbursed 

No. of Amount 
Purpose Cases £ s. d. 

General assistance 65 329 14 10 
Rent, rates and insurance 7 32 0 0 
Cots and prams ... 20 86 0 0 
Beds and bedding 2 15 0 0 
Furniture ··;. ... 9 58 12 6 
Clothing ·4 33 0 0 
Doctors' bills 14 102 8 0 
Convalescence 3 20 0 0 
Spectacles and surgical appliances 4 11 7 6 
Dentures 3 15 15 0 
Removals 5 30 0 0 
Travelling 4 23 0 0 
Rehabilitation 7 130 0 0 
Tools 2 15 0 0 
House repairs 1 10 0 0 
Funerals 4 23 0 0 

Totals 154 £934 17 10 
-----

Analysis 

D.isch~rged or released soldiers, 109; families of soldiers 
serving m U.K., 34; B.A.O.R., 3,· C.M F 3 · ME I F 4· 
India, l. · ., ' · · ~ .. , ' 

Old ('0111ratlPs' Asso,·iafion 
New members registered during the months of October 

nnd • O\"ember, 1947: 

Life members . . . 94 
Annual members 284 
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Donations received for the Fund 

Eighth Army Signal Regiment 

No. 5 Air Formation Signal Regiment 

No. 11 Air Formation Signal Regiment ... 
" E ' Indep. L. of C. Signal Regiment ... 
No. 16 L. of C. Signal Regiment ... 
3rd Infantry Divisional Signals 
13th Infantry Divi ional Signals ... 
45th Divi ional Signals (No. 3 Company) 
A.F.H.G. Signal Squadron 
Malaya Command Signals 

" " 
,, 

Eastern Command (M) Signal Regiment 
(Officers' Mes ) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

War Office Signal Regiment ... 
.T.C., Catterick (Combined Units) 

Royal Signals 0.C.T.U. (Warrant Officers' 
and Sergeants' Mess) ... 

Shoeburyness Troop 

Thames Est. and E. Anglian Coast Troop 

H.Q., No. 3 A.G.R.A. (Fd.) Signal 
Squadron 

Special Communication Regiment ... 

Royal Signals Band Fund 
H .Q., A.A. Command 

H.Q., R.A., 4th Infantry Division 
Army Benevolent Fund 
Mrs. Walker 

Captain W. H. Terrell 

R. L. Trotman ... 
Sergeant A. J. Turner 

£ s. d. 
10 10 9 
14 2 5 
5 7 0 

16 6 0 
60 8 8 

345 10 3 
14 5 4 

3 11 10 

45 0 0 
304 7 9 
116 5 11 

1 16 0 
10 10 0 

151 0 0 

1 5 0 
1 1 8 

13 6 

44 15 IO 

8 0 0 
9 7 0 

100 0 0 

25 16 5 
2,000 0 0 

5 0 0 
8 9 
2 6 
3 3 

Total receipts ... £3,295 15 10 

Information 
Extra Clothing Coupon Issue for Demobilised Service Men 

and Women. Applicants who have lost the release document 
wb.ich it is necessary to produce to the Food Office in order 
to claim the supplementary coupons are advised to apply for 
a replacement in writing, giving Service identification 
number to :-Officers: The War Office (A.G.1 Officers (D) ). 
Other ranks: The" Officer i/c Records" for particular Arm 
or Corps. 

Food Supplies in Remote Areas. The Minister of Food 
reminds people who live in remote areas, to which regular 
supplies of food may be cut off by severe weather, that they 
can apply to their local Food Office for permission to buy 
during the winter months all rationed and points-rationed 
foods, except meat and bacon, one four-week period in 
advance. 

This arrangement means that such people may, at the 
beginning of any rationing period, have a stock of food for 
eight weeks-their rations for the currenr four-week period 
plus advance rations for four weeks. 

National Assistance Bill. The Bill makes . provision for 
comprehensive services falling into two main groups: -

(A) National assistance, taking the form mainly of finan
cial aid to those in need (and whose needs are not 
otherwise met by National Insurance or from any 
other source); · 

(B) Residential accommodation for the aged, the infirm 
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ar.id ot~ers ~ho requlr.e care and attention to be pro
vide<l: m this way, with special welfare services for 
handicapped persons. 

The Bill_ provi~es a unified State service which will replace 
the followmg:. (1) Un~i:nploy:nent Assistance; (ii) Supple
mentary Pensions; (111) Blmd Domiciliary Assistance· 
(iv) Tuberculosis Treatment Allowances; (v) Outdoor Relief 
under the Poor Law. 

(A) National Assistance 
Persons who may apply for assistance: Any perwn aged 

J 6. years o~ over. who is in need will be able to apply for 
assistance, m~ludmg_ a person who needs assistance to supple
ment a pension or msurance benefit. Where need is estab
lished the assistance will provide for dependents as well as 
for the applicant. (Children under the age of 16 will b:: 
provided for in another Bill, w'hich will deal with the care 
and maintenance of such children.) 

Treatment of resources: The needs of a husband and wife 
Jiving toget~er will be considered jointly, and their joint 
re ources will be considered available to meet the needs of 
b th. The resources of other adult members of an appli
~~mt:S household will not be taken into account except that 
1r will be assumed that they are making appropriate contri
butions towards rent and overhead expenses of the household. 

(B) Residential and Other Accommodation 
Residential accommodation will be provided for persons 

who by reason of age, infirmity or other circumstances are 
in need of care and attention not otherwise available to them. 

ervices will be available to those in need irrespective of 
their means, and a standard charge will be made to those 
residents whose resources permit. 

Welfare services for handicapped people: Local authori
ties are empowered under the Bill to make arrangements for 
the blind, deaf, dumb and other persons who are substan
tially and permanently handicapped by illness injury or 
congenital deformity. These arrangements m;y take the 
form either of instruction to handicapped persons in their 
own home or elsewhere, or of provision of residential 
accommodation. 

Note: A summary of the provisions of the Bill (Cmd. 
7248) can be ordered from H.M. Stationery Office, price 3d. 

Birth Certificate-Short Form. As from Monday, 15th 
December, the new and short form of Birth Certificate cost
ing sixpence, was available, showing only the name and sur
name, sex, date of birth and, where possible, place of birth. 
There will be no particulars of parentage or adoption. 

Application in respect of births registered in England or 
\~al~s ca:° be made to the Superintendent Registrar in the 
d1str1ct m which the birth occurred, or to the General 
Registry Office, Somerset House, London, W.C.2. A short 
c~rtificate can also be obtained from the local registrar at the 
llme of registration of birth. Certificates of birth registered 
abroad and those relating to adopted children can be obtained 
only from the General Registry Office. 

The particulars which applicants should give in order that 
the birth entry may be identified are :-Name and surname; 
date and place of birth; name and surname of father; name, 
surname and maiden surname of mother. 

In the case of adopted children the particulars a ked for 
are: -Name of child; date of birth; name and urname of 
adopter; and date of Adoption Order. 

A sixpenny postal order, crossed " & Co.," and a stamped 
addressed envelope should be enclosed with po tal 
applications. 

Civil Defence-New OrganisaLion. The Prime Minister 
announced in the House of Commons on 19th November 
that discu sions will oon be started with the representative 
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associations of local authorities with a view to providing a 
new Civil Defence organisaton. This will consist partly of 
civilian static and mobile services and partly of military 
mobile columns trained in Civil Defence duties. Recruiting 
for the Civil Defence will be on a part-time voluntary basis, 
but details of the scheme will not be available until the 
discussions are concluded. 

The clubs and associations of men and women formerly 
connected with, or interested in, civil defence, and other 
voluntary agencies, as well as the general public, will be asked 
to help in building up the civilian services. 

Food Rationing-Social Functions. The Parliamentary 
Secretary to the Ministry of Food announced on 27th 
November that " entertainments connected with some really 
important non-recurring event, either in the life of the indi
vidual or the community, such as the conferment of honours, 
golden weddings or centenary celebrations of important 
institutions and also annual functions of a traditional charac
ter," will be eligible for a licence exempting them from the 
restriction on meals served at a function for more than 100 
people. 

National Service-Registration. After the registration on 
6th December, 1947, of young men born between 1st January, 
1930 and 31st March, 1930, there will be no registration till 
June, 1948 (instead of March). The effect of this change in 
procedure will be that for the time being young men will, 
after the December registration, be called upon to register at 
age 17 and 11 months to 18 and 2 months, instead of 17 and 
8 months to 17 and 11 months. This will slow down the 
rate of intake to the Services, and give industry the advantage 
of three months' extra service from the young men before 
they are called up. 

Travel Abroad and Currency Restrictions. Many people 
think there is a complete ban on travel abroad, except for 
certain approved purposes. The only ban is on allowances 
of foreign exchange to those wishing to travel outside the 
sterling area, which consists of: -

(i) The British Empire (excluding Canada and New
foundland, but including the other Dominions, and 
India and Pakistan). 

(ii) The British Mandated territory (e.g. Palestine), British 
Protectorates and Protected States. 

(iii) Iraq, Iceland and the Faroe Islands. 
ote: Egypt and the Sudan are now excluded. 

People are free to travel anywhere if they do not need 
foreign exchange; i.e. within the sterling area; or outside it 
if they can make arrangements to receive free hospitality. 
The Government have, however, asked all citizens to refrain 
from unnecessary travel abroad during the present critical 
months. 

The allowance of sterling notes which may be carried into 
or out of the United Kingdom is £5 per head. 

British coin or bank notes may not be sent anywhere except 
within the U.K. and Eire, and money may not be sent in 
any other form to places outside the sterling area except by 
permission of the Bank of England, which will only be 
granted in most exceptional circumstances. 

This ban applies to British forces \vith the B.A.O.R. or 
elsewhere outside the sterling area. 

Members of the Forces outside the sterling area who wi h 
money to be tran ferred from an account at home to meet 
urgent needs abroad should apply to their Commanding 
Officer, who may apply to the authoricie in thi country for 
the necessary arrangements to be made. 

Postal orders or bank drafts may be sent without restriction 
to pla es within the terling area, and note, i11 the currrncy 
of the country to which they are being sent. may also be ·ent 
within the terling area. 
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II ol'11. t-y 

'orps Matches 

A corps trial was arranged during October, which was 
not a well attended as we bad hoped. Thi, was probably 
due to the rather short notice given because of the mnes of 
the ecretary. However, the trial produced some outstanding 
players and an extremely useful side was selected for the first 
serie of games. Since then units have forwarded more 
names and it is hoped that another trial may be arranged early 
in 1948. Up to date, the team has been very successful. 
Five games have been played, with the following results : -

v. R.A.O.C., at Feltham Won 5-2 

v. R.A.S.C., at Alder hot 

v. RA.M.C., at Crookham 

v. Royal Artillery, at Woolwich 

t'. RM.A. Sandhurst, at Camberley 

Drew 1-1 

Won 9-1 

Won 3-1 

Won 4-1 

With the exception of the game with the Medical they 
were all fiercely contested, and our team were the aggressors 
throughout. The defence is exceptionally strong with 
Captain Parkinson and Lance-Corporal Gibbons usually out
standing. The forwards combine extremely well, aptly 
backed up by the wing halves. In the game with the 
R.A.S.C., however, they just could not get the ball into the 
net more than once although numerous attempts were made. 
The goalkeeper opposing them played very well, but he was 
lucky enough to see excellent shots hit the posts and his body 
without him being able to do much about it. Lieutenant 
A.G. Smith has been the chief goal scorer, but he will be the 
first to acknowledge the grand passes he receives from the 
rest of the forwards. The side plays as a team and all their 
success is attributable to this fact. 

The side has consisted of the following players: -

Goal-S.Q.M.S. Morris, Scottish Command Signal Regi
ment; Sergeant Walker, Royal Signals O.C.T.U. Right back 
-Captain I. Parkinson, War Office, ex 4 Training Regiment. 
Left back-Sergeant Gartery, 3 Training Regiment. Right 
Half- S.Q.M.S. Langley, 1 Training Regiment. Centre Half 
-Lance-Corporal Gibbons, H.Q. S.T.C. Left Half
Captain Gordon, Northern Command Signal Regiment; 
Officer-Cadet Ashworth, Basic O.C.T.U., ex 6 Training 
Regiment. Outside Right-Captain R. 0. Edwards, 3 
Training Regiment. Inside Right-Signalman Taylor, 6 
Training Regiment; Lieutenant R. 0. Cant, 6 Training Regi
ment. 'Centre Forward-Lieutenant A.G. Smith, School of 

ignals. Inside Left-Major K. M. Evans, 4 Training Regi
ment. Outside Left-Lieutenant Line, War Office Signal 
Regiment. Reserve and. Umpire-Corporal Leach, 2 Train
ing Regiment. 

All units are requested to forward names of players, whom 
they consider of a sufficiently high standard to have a trial 
for the Corps side, to Lieutenant R. 0. Cant, 6 Training 
Regiment, Catterick Camp. 

ROY AL SIGNALS (CA TTERICK) MATCHES 

\Vith half the season completed, I am giving a resume of 
the games played. As most of the players who represent the 
Corps hockey side are available, we have a strong side to put 
in the field. The civilian clubs we play against take their 
hockey very seriously and we can therefore never take any 
side too easily. We have had some exceptionally good games 
with the hockey from both sides of a very high standard. 

Our first game of the season was against Norton H.C., at 
Norton. We won by three goals to one, but only after a most 
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evenly contested game. T he week previously the Norton 
team had beaten the Catterick Services eleven by three goals 
to two, and as we were well represented in the Services side, 
we were out for revenge. I t was a grand game. The second 
game was against Bradford which we won easily by nine 
goals to one. The Bradford team was a very weak one, due 
to them having another fixture the same day. Our return 
fixture with them will be much better as they do have a very 
strong side when all players are available. On 22nd October 
we played at Manche ter again t the University. This game 
was extremely fast and even, but as we la ted the game better 
than our opponents we emerged winners by three goals to 
one. 25th October saw us against our old friends the School 
of Military Engineering, from Ripon. As usual, this game 
was a hard battle. Good, clean, bard-hitting hockey was 
played by both sides. The defences played well against eager 
forwards and the result of two goals each was a fair result. 
There were no games during November owing to most of our 
players being away on Corps games and Inter-Command 
trials and matches. 

The Corps was represented in the Command trials by 
Major K. M . Evans, Captain I. Parkinson, Lieutenant A.G. 
Smith, Captain N. G. Gordon and Officer-Cadet Ashworth. 

Major K. M. Evans and Lieutenant A. G . Smith were 
selected to represent the Command against W estern and 
Southern Command. Congratulations to both of them. 

On the 3rd of December we went to Leeds and played the 
University. This game was played on an ice-bound pitch 
which made hockey very difficult. I-foweyer, once the players 
got used to sliding about and the ball bouncing at awkward 
times, a good game ensued. So good, apparently, that the 
umpire forgot about the time, causing us to play three
quarters of an hour in the first half. Well done, Frankie! 
We managed to win by one goal to nil. These Leed boys are 
keen and we enjoy visiting them. 

Saturday, 6th December, saw us at Scarborough on the 
Cricket Club ground against the Scarborough H.C. At one 
time it was doubtful whether the match would be played 
owing to the weather. It cleared up in time, however, and 
although the ground was a bit heavy a very good game was 
played. Our team, which was weaker than usual (on paper), 
played extremely good combined hockey and we Jed at the 
interval by two goals to nil. In the second half, Scarborough 
pulled themselves together and subjected our defence to 
terrific pressure. They equalised the scores and looked as 
though they would go on to win, but as it -generally does, the 
fitness of our side told and we threw off the pressure and 
went on to score another goal which gave us victory. 

The first half of 1947 /48 hockey season comes to an cn_9 
with the Corps and Royal Signals Catterick hockey team<; 
unbeaten. It is hoped that our team will remain as strong 
and fit, so that we will be able to keep up our record througn 
the second half of the season. It is hoped that reports of all 
games will be sent to the editor immediately after they are 
played. 

Here is a summary of results up to date: -

v. Bradford H.C. Won 9-0 

v. 
v. 
v. 
v. 
v. 

The 

Norton H.C. 
Manchester University 

S.M.E., Ripon 
Leeds University 

Scarborough H.C. 

following players have represented 

Won 3-1 
Won J-l 

Drew2-2 
Won l-0 

Won 3-2 

the team in the 
various games : -

S.Q.M.S. Morris, I Training Regiment; Sergeant Walker, 
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Royal Sigaab O.c:r.U.; Captain Parkinson, 4 T raining 
Regiment· Sergeant Weeks, 6 T raining Regiment; Sergeant 
Gartery 3 Training Regiment; S.Q.M.S. Langley, 1 Training 
Regiment; Lance-Corporal Gibbons, H.Q. S.T .C.; Corpoi'al 
Leach, 2 Training Regiment· Captain Edwards, 3 Training 
Regiment; Lance-Corporal U rquhart, 1 Training Regiment; 
Sergeant Taylor, 6 Training Regiment; Lieutenant A. G . 
Smith, chool cf ignals; L ieutenant Fitch, 5 Training Regi
ment; Major Evans, 4 Training Regiment; S.Q.M.S. Cutter, 
H.Q. S.T.C.; Officer-Cadet Ashworth, 6 Training Regiment; 
Lieutenant R. 0. Cant, 6 Training Regiment . 

A rather depleted Royal Signals (Catterick) team 
visited Scarborough Hockey Club on Saturday, 6th 
December, 1947. 

A reallv excellent game vas played, with both teams 
playing hard and tast hockey. 

In the first half the Signal were well on top, and 
except for close marking by the Scarborough defence the 
·core would have been much greater than 2 goals. These 
were scored by S .Q.M.S. Cutter and Lieutenant Fitch. 

The second half started with our opponen ts crowding on 
pn::i.sure, for a period over-running our defence, which 
gave way, allowing the Scarborough forwards to score two 
well deserved goals. T his roused our team and we again 
pinned Scarborough in their own half and eventually scored 
a well-taken goal by Signalman Ta 'lor. 

T he final core was: Royal ignals (Catterick) 3, 
Scarborough 2. 

C'.ross-Couutry Hunninl! 
On Saturday, 6th December, Royal Signal (Catterick) 

entertained Durham University to a straight match of nine
a- id , six to count. 

T he course was set over six miles of varied country in 
the lburn, River Swale, Catterick Bridge area, a course 
that has become well known in the recent S.T.C. League 
and Garrison League runs. Severe frost, followed by three 
days' rain, made heavy going under foot, but, despite this 
handicap, the first man home, Signalman Hewitt, of No. 2 
T raining Regiment, covered the distance in the very good 
time of 35 minutes 45 seconds. 

T he final count gave Royal Signals 33 points, Durham 
University 46 points. D. Graham, last season's Northern 
junior champion, was running for the University, and 
took the third position, covering the distance in 36 minutes 
2 seconds. 

Altogether the result is most encouraging, for Durham 
University have no mean reputation at this sport. Ir i 
hoped that a return mid-week match will be arranged early 
in the New Year at Durham. Thi should prove of 
advantage to both team , ince some good racing experience 
will be needed to tone up our training prior to the heavy 
programme of champion hip events we are ommitted to 
in February and March. 

The score sheet for this event was: 
D URHAM UNIV ERSI TY R. I GN.~LS (Catterick) 

I G rahum 3nl I Hewitt (2 T.R.) .. . !s t 

2 Craven 5th 2 F ield (2 T .R .) ... 2nd 

3 a" 81'1 3 Brown (4 T .R .) . .. 4th 
4 Hud on 9 th 4 .\\oyan (2 T .R .) ... 6th 

~ L ee ... 10th S Rowden (6 T.R.) "th 

I> ~l a<'11ewick I Ith 6 Sh arman (2 ; r.R.) 13th 
Total 46 T otnl 33 

I NDl\' IDL'.\l . T !.\\ l'S 

Signal man Hewitt ... 

l.an ce- orpor.11 F ield 

D . G raham .. 
e r~ennt Brown 
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35.45 
35 .5.1 

16 .02 

1 . II 

Signals Association 

Branch Notes 
EaHt AfriN• 

T he first meeting of the East Africa branch was held 
on 24th October at Nairobi with 18 serving and ex-members 
of the Corps present. This may seem a very small 
number, but when we consider the size of this country 
and the distances which sometimes have to be travelled we 
really thought ourselves lucky. Our actual branch members 
num ber 20, which, when added to the number of old life 
members, brings t he total to almost 40. 

Major-General W. A. Dimoline, C.B., C.B.E., o. 5 .0., M.C., 
G.O.C.-in-C. E.A. Command, has kindly consented to b:: 
our President, for which we feel very honoured, and Colonel 
F. K. Wilson, late C.S.O. this Command, is vice-president. 

A committee was elected for the coming year, with 
Lieutenan t-Colonel J. H. Ellis (C.S.0.) as chairman, 
S.S.M . Fox as hon. secretary and treasurer. Our members 
are Major Badley, Major Hollingshead and Mr. Archer. 

Umnimous expressions of thank to Lieutenant-Colonel 
Ellis were made for his untiring efforts to get all serving 
and ex-serving members of the Corps together, and we 
have bad dozens of letters of congratulation and good 
wishes from all over the country. 

Enquiries have been received regarding the enrolment of 
ex-A.T.S. and W.T.S. members of the Corps, and we soon 
hope to have mixed meetings. 

A general exodus to the lounge of the ew Stanley Hotel 
seemed to be in order after the meeting, where many mutual 
friends· were recalled. 

Birmingham 

A Happy New Year to you. Cheer up! Things are 
sure to get better one of these days. We had another 
gathering of the members in the recreation room at 
Cateswell House on the evening of 9th December. This 
was a very pleasant affair and was well supported. Even 
Bob Barlow brushed the spiders out of his saxophone and 
"had a go." 

Will you please make a note of the date of the annual 
general meeting, 26th February, 7 p.m., at the Crown 
Hotel, Broad Street. Come and make the crowd even 
larger than we expect it to be. Not that we expect it to 
be as large as that. 

Uncle Ralph: " What are you talking about? " 
Me: "Psychology. They're sure to read that again." 
I'm afraid there isn't a great deal of news for you 

this month. Many of us are busy counting our pennies 
to see if we can manage a few Christmas cards and nuts 
this year. By the time we have paid £10 for the turkey 
and tipped i-he dustmen, we shall be saying what we alway 
say, "What a blessing it only comes once a year." 

And now, as you read this, it is all over, apart from 
pinning the receipted bills together. An time now ome 
awfully witty comedian will. be saying, "Only 335 days 
to Christma ." A raving studio audience will acclaim 
thi profound observation with wild cheering and clapping. 

Give me my aspirins and tell that wretched cat to stop 
ramping up and down the corridor. 

Order earl for February. BARLEUX. 

C-uvN1t r ,· December 

We had a lot of fun on 2nd December. Thi was the 
night of our Christmas party and dance. At the Ia t 
moment the band retired to bed with 'flu, but ome de perate 
work on the part of our ocial ecretary provided another 
band, which nobly srepped into the breach at a bare hour' 
notice. There ' a a fine crowd present and ever ·one 
seemed to be enjoying the party. Our thanks are due to 
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the Manager of the " hartt!rhouse," who provided a goo?lY 
array of liquor and refre hments, as well a two roarmg 
fire . The mo t plea ant surprise of the evening wa the 
raffit. organised by members Platt and Wall. They provided 
th prizes (made by themselves), the tickets and some 
charming ticket ellers ! Branch funds benefited to the 
extent of nearly [2 from thi grand voluntary effort. 

.:\°f'w c•nstlc• :nul Di trit•t 

On F riday evening, 31st 0 tob~r, 0 .. A. member · were 
invited to a rooking concert arrange b o. 3 guadron, 
-0th (1 ) Divi iona1 Signals which was held in their new 
d rill hall at Gate head. A thoroughly enjoyable evening 
it wa . coo and quite well atrended. Many old battles were 
re-tough c and ma ny a tale was told, and here let me add 
that the refreshments were re;ill first -class. Our chairman 
of the branch committee, Brigadier G. H. Walton, was, of 
course., at this funct ion, and very plea ed we were to see 
him . In his speech in con nection with the O.C.A. h::: once 
again exhorted us to turn out the wagon and take it on 
it celestial journey. L ieutenant-Colonel R. M. Per ival, 
the Commandi ng Officer of the 50th (N) Divisional ignals, 
took the opportunity to omlin the pre ent-day TA. 
condi tions of ,ervice and made an appeal for recruits. 

A dance tor old comrade and t heir friends wa held 
in the Gateshead drill hall on T hursday, 20th November. 
T his too, was a great success and thoroughly enjoyed by 
tho e who attended. Much credit for the success which 
attended the above two functions is due to Major G. F. H . 
Walker, our branch hon. secretary, and we who enjoyed 
our elves so much, tender our sincere thanks to him and 
to tho e who, behind the scenes (and the bar), did such a 
grand job of work. 

The formation of an 0 .C.A. club at the H .Q. of No. 3 
quadron is now an established fact, so now, you old 

soldiers, here is your opportunity to get together and en joy 
yourselves. 
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Cheerio everybody, and the best of good fortune for 1948. 

.].W. 

D.J.FRAQUET 
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THE following message was sent at Christmas by the Director of Signals 
to Her Royal Highness The Princess Royal, our Colonel-in-Chief: 

Her Royal· Highness T he Princess Royal., 
Harewood House, Leeds. 

Major-General Vulliamy presents his humble duty and begs to send 
good wishes for Christmas and New Year from himself and all ranks 
your Corps. 

* * 
Since publication of the monthly magazine, THE WIRE, and the CoRPS 

Q UARTERLY JOURNAL was resumed, the Association has been glad to supply 
these publications to all members of the Corps who applied for them. Those 
who were not in a position to pay the annual subscription of 10/ - and 15/ 
respectively w·ere asked that payment should be made at the rate of 1/ - and 
4/- respectively on receipt of the publication. 

It is regretted that many have not met our wishes. This has involved 
much additional correspondence, and the consequent risk of financial loss to 
the Association. 

We are reluctantly compelled therefore to introduce a system of payment 
in advance, either by annual subscription or by monthly payments, as under : 

Annual Subscription M ontJJy Payment 
THE WIRE 10/ - 1/ - on the 1st 

of each month 

Q UARTERLY JOURNAL 15/ - 4/- on the 1st 
of each quarter 

This system ·will come into force with effect from 1st March, 1948. 

* * 
RE-UNIONS 

No. 4 Indian A ir Formal ion Signals 

* 

The first re-union dinner for Officers of this Unit was held at the Cafe 
Royal, Regent Street, London, on 20th December, 1947. ' 

The following officers attended: Lieutenant-Colonel W. B. Rowett, P. 
Costin, W. Nicks, H . J . Cocks, G . B. Richardson, W. J. Hetherington, R. W. 
Rogers, N . Stewart-Jones, P. de Berker, G. John-, G. P . R. Cobbett, J. 
Mansfield, A. Cross, L. Hobling, F. G. M . G. Myer, J. C. Bradford. 

The next re-union dinner will be held in London during the autumn 
of 1948, and all Officers of the Unit who have not already done so are asked 
to send their present and/ or permanent addresses to R. W. Rogers " Seven
oaks," Curzon Park, Chester. 

* * 
No. 12 Line Maintenance Section 

The second post-war re-union dinner will be held at Duke's Restaurant, 



Jermyn Street, London, W.1, on Sat':11"day, _13th March. 
Will all those interested please commumcate with Mr. John 
E. Goodey, 5 Hesketh Road, Forest Gate, London, E.7. 

S.T.C. (B.) Mhow 
It i proposed to hold a re-union of the S.T.C. (B.) Mhow 

taff 1940-1945 on 28th February. All those interested 
are ;sked to get' in touch with Sergeant J. W. Ludgate, 4 
Ronelean Road, Tolwortn, Surrey (Telephone number: 
Elrnbridge 7883). 

:Xew ,·ear·s Honours 

We offer our congratulation to the following members 
and ex-members of the Corps who received awards in the 
• ew Year's Honours List: -
CB.: -Major-General R. T. 0. Carey, late Royal Signals; 

,\.1ajor-General 0 . P. Edgcumbe late Royal Signals. 
K.CM.G.: -Maior-General Sir Hubert Elvin Rance, late 

Royal Signals, ex-Governor of Burma. 

CM.G.: -Brigadier J . G. Deedes, late Royal Signals, 
lately Telecommunications Attache in Washington. 

M.B.E.: -Major Thomas Stibbs Royal Signals · Major 
S. J. Williams, Royal Signals. 

B.E. i.: -Sergeant Harry Barton; Sergeant Arthur Alfred 
Hardy; W.0.II George Webb; CQ.M.S. George 
Arthur Chandler (4 Divisional Signal Regiment) ; 
C Q.M.S. Douglas Franklin Wood (Indian Signal 
Corps School). 

Employment-Cable and Wireless, Ltd. 

There are opportunities for a limited number of young 
men of the right type between 19 and 25 years of age, 
leaving the Services during 1948, to embark upon a ~ 
with Cable and Wireless, Limited. 

They should have education up to School Certificate 
standard with a credit in Mathematics; natural aptitude for 
mechanical and technical work, and a serious desire to 
undergo comprehensive training of a unique character 
provided by the Company in the process of development 
as a Telecommunications Engineer. Willingness to con
template a lifetime of overseas service is essential. 

Successful candidates enter one of the Company's Tech
nical Schools, in January, May, or September. As at 
present arranged, the initial course would be taken in 
London, followed by a further period at Portcurno, Corn
wall, occupying two years in all. 

The syllabus covers electricity and magnetism, mathe
matics, machine drawing, workshop practice, mechanisms, 
cable testing, signal shaping, •duplex balancing, equipment 
maintenance, telegraph operating and circuit working. On 
satisfactory completion of the full course, trainees are posted 
to one or other of the Company's Branches to consolidate 
their knowledge and commence effective duty. 

Men in the Services who would like to obtain further 
particulars with a view to making application for one of 
these openings should write direct to: 

The Managing Director, 
Cable and Wireless, Limited, 

Electra House, 
Victoria Embankment, 

London, W .C.2, 
clearly marking letters "Technical Students - Overseas 
Service," and giving precise details as to age, education, 
special qualifications, military service record, date of rdease, 
and any other relevant information to denote their suit
ability. 
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Pass Off Parades. There were two Pass Off Parades 
during December. Brigadier W. C. V. Galway, 0.B.E., 
M.C., took the salute when Course 190 passed off. The 
Senior Under Officer was Officer-Cadet W . Hill, who also 
received the Commandant's Cane. 

Major-General R. T. 0. Cary, CB., CB.E., D.S.O., 
Comm:mder Catterick District, took the salute at the pass 
off the Course 191. The Senior Under Officer for this parade 
was Officer-Cadet Riley, whilst the Commandant's Cane was 
awarded to Officer-Cadet Knock. 

J. T.C./ A.C.F. Attachments. We welcome to the Unit 
o. 2 J.T.C./A.C.F. Course, consisting of 71 cadets on its 

week's attachment. 
We hope that its stay with us will be both instructive and 

enjoyable. Rumour has it that one under-fourteen cadet 
was overheard making a date in anticipation of his call up 
in four years' time. He must have had more than his share 
of the D and I pills reserved for the more senior courses. 

Sport. "'NIM ' HALL out of acti0n" was the startling 
sports news of most of the national papers during the last 
week of December. An injury suffered when he was hit 
in the eye by a ball some three months ago has compelled 

. M. H all to give up all rugby, at least for the present. 
We sympathise with him in his great disappointment in 

having to withdraw from the England Rugby team which 
played the Australians at Twickenham on 3rd December, 
1947. We all wish him a speedy recovery and an early 
return to the handling code. 

He will be particularly missed by the combined School of 
Signals and 0 .C.T.U. Army Rugby Cup team in our semi
final match against the S.T.C. on 12th January. 

Garrison Min:ature Rifle League. Our shooting team, 
by winning all four matches shot off during November, 
1947, heads the league with a lead of two points. They 
also won the cash prize for the highest aggregate, whilst 
the second prize for competitors making the highest 
individual score was won by Officer-Cadet Tyrell with a 
score of 98.5. 

Mountaineering Club. During the past month the 
Mountaineering Club has been pursuing its activities in the 
Helvellyn area of the Lake District, with ascents of Hel
vellyn itself and the rock climbing on Dovedale Slabs in 
snow and ice conditions. 

The above is perhaps a bald account of the club's 
activities, the following extr!ict from the club diary is more 
revealing:-" 29/ 30th November. Three members left 
Glenridding at 2235 hours and traversed Striding Edge, 
Helvellyn, Swirral Edge and Catchedican in snow and ice 
conditions. The party returned to camp at 0210 hours." 

Which all goes to show that there are more ways than 
one of spending a week-end. 

Arrivals and Departures. We extend a hearty welcome 
to Subalterl). K. Grimes, A.T.S., and in doing so bid a fond 
farewell to Subaltern N. F. Allen, A.T.S., who leaves us on 
posting to another unit in the district. 

To S.Q.M.S. Port, Sergeant H. C. Walker and S.Q.M.S. 
E. J. Brown go our best wishes for the future. The first 
two N.C.O.s are bound for East Africa, whilst S.Q.M.S. 
Brown is earmarked for M.E.L.F. with all its possibilities. 
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Nu. I TRAINING REGIMENT 

'January 
We have been steadily growing in numbers during the 

past few weeks, having now completely ta~en over t~e 
training of Line Mechanics, Telegraph Mechamcs and Radio 
Mechanics within the Signals Training Corps. 

The main event in the latter half of December was, of 
course, the Christmas leave. pecial trains were run . from 
Richmond Station, and the great exodus from the Regiment 
started at 1800 hours on the 23rd December. 

Special trains were run from London, .and a number of 
the larger cities, leaving late on the m~ht of ~he 29th 
December. As we tumbled from our trams at Richmond 
Station in the early morning with dark rings round our 
eyes and that " after Christmas feeling," we were met by 
Lieutenant Grayson, who, before we had fully "".oken up, 
had piled us into recreational transport and deposited us m 
Unit Lines. 

\V/e then watched the small cadre of Scotsmen and 
Ch1istmas duty volunteers proceed on "New Year's leave." 
Lucky people, they had it still to come. 

Those who stayed behind over Christmas had the normal 
round of duties but later breakfasts were served, fires allowed 
m barrack roo~s, and considerable improvement in food 
helped to mduce the festive spirit. Christmas dinner was 
the climax of the proceedings in camp and produced the 
extraordinary situation of a number of trainees refusing the 
second helpings offered to them. . 

We would like to thank all those who sent Christmas 
cards to the Regiment, and take the liberty of wishing past 
members of the Regiment and other friends all a " Very 
Happy New Year." 

Warrant Officers' and Sergeants' Mess. At the present 
moment our 110 odd members are recovering from the after
effects of Christmas and New Year leave, so things are rather 
quiet. 

Since our last notes we have seen a few more changes. 
Arrivals. Sergeant Newton, Sergeant Whalebelly, from 

6 Training Regiment; Sergeant Searle, R.A.E.C. All to 
Boys' Squadron. . 

We also welcome to the Mes the recent Regimental Pro
motions: Sergeant Harrison, Sergeant Smith, Sergeant 
Lockwood, Sergeant Gray, Sergeant Taylor, from No. 2 
Squadron; ergeant Montgomery, Sergeant. Dow, Sergeant 
Rice, Sergeant Parsons, Sergeant Hutchmson, Sergeant 
Arnott, Sergeant Parkes, from No. 3 Squadron. 

Departures. S'.S.M. Philips, Eastern Command Signals: 
S.O.M.S. Eeckelaers, shortly to move off to B.A.O:R. 

We wish them all the best and hope that they will soon 
ettle down in their new surroundings. 

During December we had the usual monthly dance, held 
on the 16th. We were honoured by the presence of 
Brigadier and Mrs. Straight and all our friends fr~m the 
various Catterick Messes. The dance was a most emoyablt> 
success and was brought to a final pitch by a very well 
organised draw, which Mrs. Straight kindly consented to 

make. Ch 'ld , At the beginning of the present month the 1 ren s 
Christmas Party was held on the 3rd and was also a very 
well organised and highly successful party. . 

The Mess dinner, which was mentioned last month. will 
be held on the 22nd January. 

No. 2 SQUADRON. The dark rings und~r the ~yes of 
many of our personnel, due to an over-hecuc Christmas, 
are fast disappearing. In fact, we are now back to normal, 
except for the magnitude of our numbers. Our strength 
has topped the 600 mark on severa~ o~~sions r~cent~y . . 

I'm sure the whole Squadron will JOtn me m wishing 
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Sergeants Wright, Askew, Hobbs and Lance-Corporal Ports
mouth " Good Luck" in civvy street. 

No. 3 SQUADRON. We now occupy the whole of 
Vimy and half of Kemme! Lines, having take~ over the 
buildings vacated by Boys' Squadron last sprmg: The 
Instructional Staff has been increased to cope with the 
Codes and this has resulted in an alarming multiplication 
of strlpes around the Lines. Sec:ond-Lieutenant ~ussell has 
run a fortnight's course for jumor ~.C.O.s to give a .s~ 
to some of the cadre received straight from the trammg 
" belt." 

BOYS' SQUADRON. We were pleased to "':'elcome last 
December Captain G. A. Horner, Royal Signals, and 
Second-Lieutenants I. Morris and R. Rogers, R.A.E.C., who 
have been posted to the Squadron. . . 

Our congratulations go to the followmg Boys on their 
promotions: Sergeant Boy Mingaud (now S.S.M . Boy), 
Corporal Boy Davies (Sergeant Boy). 

To those ex-Boys who have just left the Squadron, we 
offer our best wishes for their success in the future. 

We congratulate most heartily ex-Boys Blake and Dunn, 
who have recently been accepted for training at the Royal 
Signals O.C.T.U., and ex-Boy Rees, who now plays for the 
Royal Signals Catterick Rugby Football Team. 

The Blue and White Club. Last September the Boys' 
Club was re-opened in our new location a~ ~omme Lines, 
and several affiliated societies are now flourishing_. 

The Club has been visited by a representative of the 
ational Federation of Youth Clubs as a result of our 

application for membership, and it is expected that our 
affiliation will soon be approved. 

Expenditure last term was rathe_r heavy,_ and any dona
tions, however small, from well-wishers will be most wel
come. 

Rugby. The First XV, captained by Lance-Corporal B?Y 
Stringer, and the Juniors, under Boy Fox-Ro~rts, had qmte 
a successful winter term, and we were particularly pleased 
to beat Arnpleforth College in both our matches. It was 
the first time that Ampleforth Colts had been defeated m 
two-and-a-half years. 

Soccer. In the Darlington and District Junior League, 
our First XI, captained by Corporal Boy Lerigo, h~d a good 
measure of success, winning nine matches and losmg four. 

Cross-Country Running. Our team beaded the Nor~ 
Yorkshire and South Durham Harriers League, Boy Martm 
and Lance-Corporal Boy Holmes running particularly we~. 
Martin is warmly congratulated on his ~e perforn:ance m 
gaining second place in the Heaton Harriers Memonal Road 
Race. 

Boxing. A good display was given last . t_erm in the 
·squadron Boxing Competition, and a .good spmt of sports
manship was displayed. Congratulanons to Boys E. B.eu 
and Parvin, adjudged the best boxer and the best novice 
respectively. 

Basket Ball. Congratulations to the members of the 
team on winning the Inter-Squadron Basket Ball Com
petition. 

Athletics. Diplomas of Honour have been awarded to 
Lance-Corporal Boy Holmes and Boys Bower, Field and 
Seymour, who are all heartily congratulated on their good 
performances. 

Prize-Giving Ceremony. Last te~m, ~ place of the cu -
tomary pass-off parade, an indoor pr1ze-g1 mg ceremony wa 
held in the Gymnasium. . 

A review of the Squadron's achievements was given by 
the Officer Commanding, Major G. W. Blackbourne, Royal 
Signals, followed by a resume of training progre s by the 
Officer I / C Training. . . . . 

Prizes, cups and medals were d1stnbuted by Br1gad1~r W. 
C. V. Galwey, o.B.E., M .C., Commandant of the Signals 
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Training Corp , who congratulated the Squadron on its 
achievements. 

We were pleased to see everal ex-Boys, who were able 
to be present by arrangement with their Commanding 
Officers. 

An Appeal. The quadron is at present training 350 
Boys to become useful members of the Corps. Sport plays 
a large part in our curriculum, but at resent we are working 
under difficultie caused by the shortage of mo t items of 
sports equipment. 

In the past help used to be given by various Units, 
especially those which were disbanding, in the form of 
donations or the presentation of sports kit to the Boys 
Squadron. 

Recently, very little assistance has been forthcoming, and 
any help which can be given by Signals Units will be 
deeply appreciated. Offers of assistance will be gratefully 
rece~v~ by .Officer Commanding Boys' Squadron," 1st 
Trammg Regiment, Royal Signals Catterick Camp, Yorks. 

No. 2 TRAINING REGDl.ENT 

January 
As may be imagined during the second half of December 

W<: were engaged on the usual festive celebrations. We 
started with a dance held by the Sergeants' Mess in the Le 
Cateau Gym, which, ~ough not overcrowded, was a most 
successful show. This was ,followed by the kiddies' party, 
and, of course, the Sergeants Mess Christmas Draw. From 
~hat has been said by those who spent Christmas in the 
lines, a better show could not have been enjoyed. 

We welcome back Major Hall, who, after a somewhat 
protracted illness, once. again sits on guard over PRI funds. 
Amongst recent promotions are included Corporals Oxbury 
and Nichol to Sergeants. 

On the sporting side we were kept rather busy. 

Soccer_. . The Unit team having reached the semi-final 
of the district cup were faced with the hard task of meeting 
No. 5 Training Regiment away. The first half ended with 
no score, but after the restart No. 5 Training Regiment 
played mo;e aggressive football and took the lead. The 
g~e contt~ued to be a hard struggle, but No. 5 Training 
Regiment mcreased their lead before Signalman Stanley 
scored ~ pena.lty goal for No. 2 Training Regiment. In 
the cl?smg. mmures No. 5 Training Regiment scored twice 
to fimsh winners 4-1. Honours go to Robertson No 2 
Training Regiment's goalkeeper, who saved a nur:iber ·of 
goo".! shots, and Goodwin, w~o played very well at centre
half. In the Northern Command v. Scottish Command 
match on 14th January, 1948, Signalman Stanley has again 
been chosen to represent Northern Command. 

. Hockey. THE ARMY CuP.- ~o. 2 Training Regiment Royal 
Signals v. No. 2 Army Trammg College. The Signals· lined 
up for the continuation of this " Marathon " match with a 
side weakened by injuries to three of their regular players. 

. ?'he " bully o.ff,, took place in driving rain, and con
dmons more fittmg to water polo than hockey. 

Fror:i th~ ''.off,, the Signals attacked; Beverley on the 
left wmg hit m so~e grand centre5, but Hopkins, Sherriff 
and Hough eac~ failed to take full advantage; nevertheless, 
the attacks conttnued, but strong and first time· hitting by 
the College changed the run of play, and Signals fell 
back on defence. The Signals' more experienced defence, 
well le_d by Corporal Leach, held the determined attacks, 
and this game became a due! betw~en two keen hard hitting 
defences. . Both half-b1ck Imes tned hard to get their for
wards movmg, but attacks on both sides broke up on the 

32 

breakwater defences; Major Gray, the Signals centre-half 
was a tower of strength in the attack and defence weli 
assisted by Sergeant Carter, who, playing at the top ~f his 
f~rm, started a .Signals attack; beating two defenders, he 
slipped. the ball t~ough to the Signals winger, Hutchings, 
who tned a first-ume effort to no avail, the 'keeper turn
ing the b1ll for a corner. From the " free " the ball was 
hit well down by the College defence. The centre-half 
sent the right winger away, who took the ball well down 
drew the defence and centred to the centre-for:ward stand~ 
ing unmarked on the circle line, who shot hard a~d high 
into the Signals net. 

From " bully-off " the whistle blew for change over. 
core : Signals 0, College 1. 

The econd half was reminiscent of the first with the 
Signals more determined in the attack, and several good 
~orts at ~oal deserved a better fate. Again the College 
with first-tune st0pping and hitting, kept their lines intact 
and turned defence into attack, in one of these attacks the 
~llege centre-half sent his left-winger away who, beat-
111;g Leach, drew M cGee from his goal, beat him, positioned 
~self and shot hard for the Signals goal only to see 
his effort wonderfully saved at full-length by the Signals 
keeper, who had recovered himself to turn the ball for a 
corner. From this corner, the shock of ·" near miss " and 
the encouragement from the contingent of Signals sup
porters who had braved the elements to watch this match 
spurred the Signals attack, and time after time the Colle~ 
goal had narrow escapes. The heavy going was beginning 
to tell on both sides, .a.r;id with five mim.nes to go for time, 
:md the College. str1vmg desperately to keep their goal 
~tact, an~ the ~1gnals throwing everything into attack, the 
Signals nght wmger was presented with a "sitter" five 
yards from goal, with only the keeper to beat, he steadied 
the. ball and drove hard and high over the College bar. 
This was the end of three thrill packed games to see who 
should meet the School of Signals in the next round. 

To sum up, the Signals lost because they failed to take 
advantage of their chances, four of the forwards missed 
open goals. Army College had two good chances and 
scored ~ good goal fro!11 one of these. The games were 
played m a most sporttng and hard manner by both sides. 

Cross Country Running. At the fifth meeting in the 
S.!;C. League, held early in December at No. 6 Training 
Regiment, we <;:ame second to No .. 1 Training Regiment, who 
scored 336 po~nts t? our 414 Pomts, No. 6 Training Regi
ment came third wnh 436 pomts. Although we lost this 
meeting we are still heading the league by 710 points from 
the combined five meetings now held. 
Th~ ~ggregat~ results for the five meetings are: -lst, No. 

2 Trammg Regiment, 1,299; 2nd, No. 1 Training Regiment 
2,00?;. 3rd, ~o. 6 Training Regiment, 2,056; 4th, No. 4 
Trammg Regiment, 2,696; 5th School of Signals 3 063' 
6th,_ No. 3 Training Regiment, 3,611; 7th, No. 5 Trainin~ 
Regiment, 4,731. 

Two meetings are yet to be held, one at the School of 
Signals and the final at 0.C.T.U. to complete the season's 
fixtures. 

The third · run in the Catterick District League was held 
on ~he 10th December at Barnard Castle, No. 59 Training 
Rei;1ment, R.A.C., winning this meeting with a score of 302 
po~t~; our t~ came in second with 455 points, No. 6 
Trammg Regrment, Royal Signals, third with 479. 

Our total points are now 916 from the three runs that 
haye ~n held in the league. We are approximately 200 
pomts m th.e l~d to date, al!hough we also lost the meeting. 
To lose twice m a month 1s a new experience for us but 
will help to remind us that other units have prornlsing 
runners who are up and coming. 

ADMIN. SQUADRON. They continue to challenge 
everyone at sport and never seem to be beaten more than 
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5-2. It is aid that an Admin. clerk thought a 1483 was 
his group number. He is recovering in the sick bay. 

No. 1 SQUADRON. If the back of a theatre during 
rehearsals is anything like the Squadron lecture rooms arc 
now, our sympathy is with producers, including Corporal 
Harris, who is arranging a Squadron concert party. The 
first show comes off next week, and we shall speak more of 
this in the next issue. 

No. 2 SQUADRON. Welcomed back S.S.M. Smith 
from hospital, where be had been resting a badly twisted 
knee after a " Stanley Matthews" act for the Sergeants' 
Mess soccer team, also ergeant Nicholson, who was un
fortunate enough to get his cheekbone broken by a hockey 
b1ll. 

No. 3 SQUADRON are also interested in the theatre, 
Lan.::e-Corporal Elliot is playing the dame in " Dick 
Whittington " at the " Signals Theatre." 

~o. 3 TRAINl~G REGDIEXT 

January 
With the after-Christmas atmosphere still in the air it 

is not without a certain amount of relief that I have to 
report a dearth of material for the January Notes. On 
the evening of 21st December a very smoothly executed 
combined operation by the United Bus Co. and the late 
L.N.E.R. saw a mass exodus from Catterick for the 
Christmas leave period. Despite a lot of wishful thinking, 
a slight fall of snow on 29th December did not interfere 
with the return travel arrangements, and we were back to 
normal (or almost :.o) by the 30th. 

Prior to the leave period, events had gradually indicated 
the approach of the festive season. The children of the 
Regiment were given parties in the Sergeants' Mess and 
the Regimental Canteen, and there appeard ro be very 
little doubt that the guests of honour bad enjoyed them
selve . On Sunday, 21st December, as a departure from 
the conventional entertainment, a tea dance was arranged in 
aid of St. Dunstan's, which has so far realised £15 for 
that worthy cause. It is intended to augment this sum 
with the proceeds of another dance to be held in the near 
future. 

Sport, along with other activities, took a back seat in 
December, the most important feature of the month being 
our defeat in the Catterick District Cup football tourna
ment by No. 5 Training Regiment at Tholthorpe. We 
congratulate No. 5 Training Regiment on winning that 
trophy eventually. A fter a very busy first half season the 
Football Team enjoyed a well-earned rest on leave in 
preparation for: -

FOURTH ROUND, ARMY CCP 
In a typical Manchester downpour, No. 3 Training 

Regiment played 63rd P.T.C. in the fourth round of the 
Army Cup on the latter's ground at Altringham on Mon
day, 12th January, 1948. 

The original pitch being flooded, the match was played 
on a very second-rate ground on which the turf had given 
way to thick mud. Neither team was really comfortable at 
the start and the players had difficulty in keeping their 
feet on the muddy surface. The Signals' team soon settled 
down, and,· after a thrilling moment when a free kick was 
awarded against their goalkeeper, Watson, for carrying, 
started to apply pressure. After about 15 minutes' play 
Elmes, on the left wing, drew the defence and centred, 
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Atkins' drive being intercepted by Dare, who lobbed the 
ball over the goalkeeper's head to open the scoring. 

From this point the Signals' team began to show its 
superiority. The ball was kept well up to the opponents' 
goal area, except for occasional breakaways by the home 
team, which were liable to be dangerous. The Signals' 
defenders were steady, however, and kept their forwards 
on the attack; in fact, just before half-time the home team's 
goal was threatened at least four times in as many minutes. 
A centre from Elmes was just diverted from under the 
cross-bar by the goalkeeper, and a shot from Dare went 
just wide. A hard drive by Pattison was headed away by 
a defendant running up, and, finally, Dare headed a centre 
from Pattison just over the bar. 

Half-Time Score: 63rd P.T.C. O; No. 3 Training 
Regiment I. 

From the kick-off in the second half the home team went 
forward into the attack, and Signals were forced to concede 
a corner. The kick was well placed for McDonald to 
head in, and, though Absom breasted the ball out, the 
referee decided it had crossed the line. 

With honours even it was Signals' turn to go straight in 
to the attack, and before the home defence had time to 
settle, Jones had the ball in the net less than two minutes 
after play had resumed in the second half. 

The Signals' team continued to press, and when the 
second half was seven minutes old Atkins beaded an Elmes 
corner just past the post. Five minutes later a long high 
kick upfield by Mays was misjudged by the home goal
keeper for Dare to run in and score in an empty goal. A 
few minutes later, with Signals still pressing bard, Jones 
made no mistake with a loose ball, to make the score 4-1. 

Signals were now definitely on top, though 63rd P.T.C. 
were still making sporadic raids causing Watson to defend 
his goal on two or three occasions. From one of these 
clearances the ball was sent upfield for Dare, in the centre, 
to go through on his own and make the score 5-1. 

In the last fifteen minutes Signals were still trying to 
increase their lead over a team that did not give up despite 
the odds. In this period a free kick by Caldwell was well 
saved by the goalkeeper, and shots by Jones and Elmes hit 
the post. Then, in the closing minutes, after a clever inter
change of positions between Jones and Pattison on the 
right wing, the ball was put through to Dare, who beat 
McDonald to put in a shot which left the goalkeeper 
helpless. 

Final Score: 63rd P.T.C. 1; No. 3 Training Regiment 
Royal Signals 6. 

Thus No. 3 Training Regiment pass on to the fifth 
round of the Army Cup for the second season. The team 
played extremely well in every department, and thoroughly 
deserved their victory. 

S.R.B. 
* 

Captain (T.0.M.) George Gibson, late of 30th Corps 
Signals, wishes to hear from old friends. This request from 
the "Tom " reminds me that I had intended to include a 
monthly list of some of the "old hands" who have come 
home to roost again at Catterick. This may help to re
establish some broken links, o ere goes. As reported last 
month the Regiment is now commanded by Lieutenanr
Colonel J. S. Wise, ex-Malaya. Major Kelly is Chief 
Instructor, Captain R. 0 . (Bob) Edwards is the Adjutant, 
and the Squadron Commanders are H.Q. Captain W. K. 
McNair; No. I quadron, Captain C. A. , mith; No. 2 
Squadron, Captain J. E. P. Sampson; No. 3 quadron, 
Captain A. Rowe. Old hands among the O.R. include 
R.S.M. Clark, R.Q.M.S. Lobb and S.S.M. Douthwaite, 
Burdes, Richardson, and Jones. I hope there 1s enough 
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information to be u eful, but to ask these types for more
well, I just haven't the time to listen, anyway. 

Those ba king in the sunshine may be interested to learn 
that Catterick i just showing belated signs of its traditional 
winter reputation. A one who was basking in the sun last 
winter I wish it w •1ld hurry up and get on with the 
winter because I hope then we might hear the last story 
of la t year' great freeze-up and the floods though I 
certainly h pe to get off lighter than la t year' victims. 

No. 6 TRAINING REGHIENT 

January 

Writing in a mist of hangovers and the remnants of our 
paper hats and treamers we can say that we had quite a 
good Christmas month, thank you. The festivities began 
with our Christmas dance and draw, which was extremely 
well attended. The Skyliners, our Regimental dance band, 
were at the top of their form and when dancers passed the 
bandstand it was necessary to lean against the wind. 

The highlight of the evening Vilas the draw, an onerous 
duty kindly undertaken by Mrs. Straight, assisted by 
Brigadier Straight. Among ma.by other valuable prizes, 
numerous turkeys and bottles of whisky were drawn by 
lucky ticket holders all over the country. As a result of 
the dance and draw the sum of £202 5s. lOd. was handed 
to the Royal Signals Benevolent Fund, and a similar sum 
was given to the Royal Signals Spores Fund. A very 
noble effort on the part of all conc::rned. We hear that 
Major Fraser, in the course of distributing prizes to the 
local winners the following day, was compelled to share 
in all the liquid parts. It is not true that he was seen that 
evening sitting on the roundabout at Camp Centre 
struggling to force a corkscrew into the skull of a turkey. 

With a brief respite we launched into the children's parry. 
You never know what the soldier does with his spare time 
until you have a children's parry and you find that the 
nippers oumumber the Regiment. A cheerful, hearty lot 
they were, and after absorbing a tea which would have 
made most of Richmond's ration books look silly, they 
settled down to enjoy a film show, magic, Punch and Judy, 
a wonderful Christmas tree, and a real Father Christmas, 
who descended a genuine chimney. (Some said it was the 
T M.O. in disguise, but it couldn't have been. All those 
presents for nothing! ) 

If their noise is a gauge of children's enjoyment, our 
party will be remembered for mJ...11y a day. 

We were able to get the greater part of the Regiment 
away on Christmas leave, but the unfortunates who had to 
remain for Christmas duties were not forgotten. 

Christmas Day followed the traditional pattern. After 
meeting in the W.0.'s and Sergemts' Mess the Officers, 
W.O.s and Sergeants moved off to the men's dining room 
where they dispensed meat, drink and good cheer to all 
and sundry. 

Guards and picquets were taken over by W.O.s and Ser
geants and many a shoulder that last ported a pike, sloped 
a rifle that day. 

A prodigious dinner was provided and with music and 
free beer the lads could say that Christmas in barracks was 
not so bad after all. 

Cross-Country. In spite of reduced numbers and the 
attendant difficulty of maintaining a team, the Regiment 
has done very well in this field. 

Always among the first few we have finished the S.T.C. 
League in second place. 

34 

Musketry. mall bore shooting is being revived and 
some preliminary hoots have produced enough talent to 
justify a competition team. We are glad to see a crop of 
young 'uns who e cards show that a clear eye c.an compete 
with long experience. What we set our mmds to we 
achieve and the Garrison Competition will be hearing from 
us. 

Hockey. Bad weather has prevented us from playing our 
matches in the local league. 

In the eliminating round of the Army Cup against 
C.O.D. Chilwell, we were unfortunate to be beaten in the 
la t few minutes of the game, having led 2-1 for most 
of the game Chilwell, with great dash, scored two rapid 
goal. 

Soccer. We have maintained a good position in the first 
division of the local league, and have very bright~prospects 
for the future, hoping to move up from third to nrst place. 
In two good games against No. 57 Training Regiment, 
R.A.C., and the R.A.C. Depot, we were able to beat them 
both 4-2 and 5-1 respectively. 

Our position in the second league is not so good, we lost 
both our matches against No. 1 Command Workshops, 
R.E.M.E., and No. 6 Company, R.A.0 .C., who both 
deserved their wins. However, with our reduced numbers 
we cannot expect to do well in everything. 

WAR OFFICE SIGNAL REGDIENT 

1anu.ary_ 

We welcome Captain (Q.M.) A. M . Yorke, ex-Base 
Transit Depot and Canal Signals (M .E.L.F.), who will be 
taking over . the duties of Quartermaster from Captain 
(Q.M.) R. C. Webb, who in a very short time will be 
leaving us for Civvy Street after a long association with 
this Regiment. We regret that at present Captain Webb 
is in Millbank Hospital getting over a serious operation. 

Also a new arrival is Lieutenant (T.O.M.) J. Connaghton, 
ex-Northern Ireland District Signals. Lieutenant Con
naghton relieved Captain (T.0.M.) E. A. Ravenhall, who 
had also been with us for a long time, and is now getting 
used to the outside world. We wish him every success 
for the future. 

The officers held a regimental dance on 12th December 
in the T.A. Drill Hall of the 11th A.A. (M) Signals 
Regiment, Brompton Road, which was loaned by kind 
permission of Veutenant-Colonel G . H. T. Shrimpton, 
Royal Signals (T.) for the occasion: Much hard work was 
put in by Lieut. W. C. Barber and his helpers in deoor
ating and arranging the hall with the assistance of Captain 
(Q.M.) H. E. Mott. The dance band was provided by the 
Welsh Guards, and catering was by Messrs. Weinberg. We 
were very pleased and honoured by the attendance of our 
Director, Major-General C. H. H. Vulliamy, C.B.E., n.s.o., 
and Mrs. Vulliamy, and Deputy Directors Brigadier R. H. 
0 . Coryton, c.B.E., and Colonel G. St. J . Martin, C.B.E., and 
many· other officers of the Corps. 

We welcome R.S.M. Taylor and S.S.M. Davison from 
No. 1 Depot, and Sergeants Knight and Vickers from No. 
6 Training Regiment and No. 3 Training Regiment respec
tively. Amongst the recent arrivals there were four of the 
1947 Royal Signals Display Team, which appeared at 
Olympia, namely Lance-Corporal Riddle, Signalmen Cave, 
Clough and Oran. They joined us from No. 5 Training 
Regiment on 1st December. They will find exhibition 
riding very helpful in dodging the London taxi-drivers, who 
are somewhat exhibitionists themselves. 

Though everyone who could be spared was given Christ-
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mas lea\·e, there were about 250 who had to remain behind 
a a minimum operational taff and have their leave later, 
welcoming in the year 1948. A Christmas dinner, with 
the main di h of n1. ey and ham, was very well cooked 
and appreciated by all. Iced Christmas cakes for tea were 
well up to professional standard, and very popular. 

As o many of the junior N.C.O.s and men with children 
lived out of London, a Christmas party was not held. 
Instead all the value was put into the cost of toys, which 
were bought by P.R.I. funds and given to the fathers to 
add to their home Christmas trees. We were thus able to 
buy better and more useful toys. We looked at many 
London hops, but found the N.A.A.F.I. could beat the 
bes •. 

"D " TROOP, PIRBRIGHT. Having now started m 
earnest on the New Year, the Camp is just about back to 
normal after an eventful and enjoyable Christmas. 

The Christmas festivities were again a howling succe 
--chiefly due to the hurculean exertions of the Party Com
mittee and cookhouse staff, to whom due and grateful 
thanks are hereby e.xtended. The dinner was in ev~rybody's 
opinion a complete success, and did credit indeed to the 
cooks. 

The highlight of the occasion was the Troop Social and 
pance, held on the eve of the Troop's break-up for Christ
mas leave, and which will be long remembered, mainly for 
the amount of beer consumed. After much scouring around 
for the " local talent" and the sending of many invites, 
we· managed to do very well in the way of lady guests, and 
the mistletoe was well utilised-so they tell me. 

So altogether things went swimmingly, and the Troop is 
looking forward to next year's "do" in the hope that it 
will go as well. We must at this stage thank Captain Dare 
for his kind indulgence of the whims of the Committee 
without which such a success would not have been possible~ 

.In the last week or two we have had the usual steady 
trickle out of "old hands" and influx of new faces, and 
recently we said farewell to Lance-Corporal (Where's my 
screwdriver?) Wilkinson, and Signalman Paul off to 
wrestle with the intricacies of a foreman's course. 

This month al.so saw the release of our genial Troop 
Sergeant, Sergeant Wills. So here's wishing him the best 
of luck in civilian life, and a hearty welcome to his suc
cessor, Sergeant Knight. Congratulations are also due to 
Signalmen Capon, Dodd, Merwood and Mason in getting 
the first rung of the ladder to promotion. 

T~ough our :rroop Football Team is as yet only in .its 
teethmg stages, m a couple of matches with the local village 
team at Normandy the surprising victories of 4-1 and 6---0 
were obtained, which give us great hope for the coming 
year. Our ground, ~dly loaned by a neighbouring factory, 
1s, however, far from ideal (sorry to look a gift horse in the 
mouth), as it slopes down at an angle of about 1 in 6 and 
whilst being bald at one end, is thickly strewn with under~ 
growth at the other. 

Having rea~hed the end of an eventful year and looking 
back over a vista of forest fires, floods and serried ranks of 
~ouble rhombics, we are wondering what this year can have 
m store, and hope it will prove as entertaining. "Happy 
New Year to you all." 

. "E" TROOP, BAMPTON. Now that readers have been 
introduced to "E" T:oop an? hav~ been given the " gen ., 
on the part we play in keeping alive the communications 
of the Army, perhaps a little information regarding our off
duty life will be of interest. 

Naturally ~nough, our. main interests recently have been 
concerned with the festivals of Christmas and the New 
Year. All who could be spared were given leave for 
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Christma and the remainder leave for the New Year. 
Although mo t of us would have preferred our Christmas 
at home, those who stayed were well catered for. T he 
Mess Room was gaily decorated and, thanks to the efforts 
of the cooks, a scrumptious dinner was served on Christmas 
Day. Beer was available in large quantities and the number 
of men who had to rest on their beds during the afternoon 
testified to the fact that "eat, drink and be merry" was the 
order of the day. Several "Rec" trips were arranged to 
nearby towns, and everyone had quite a good time. 

Christmas and the New Year over, our thought are now 
focused on our annual social and dance, and judging by 
the amount of work done by the Welfare Committee, along 
with numerous helpers, we are in for a gala occasion. 

We have quite a good football team here in Bampton 
but, owing to the fact of there being no local league, game 
have to be arranged with anyone willing to field a team 
against us. After a long and arduous struggle with the 
local farmers, we are now proud to possess a field of our 
own. (At present, something of a struggle as to who shall 
mark out the pitch is going on, but the less said about 
that the better! ) 

We extend heartiest greetings for 1948 to all fellow 
members of the Signals wherever they may be. 

EASTER~ (;01UlUA1''"D (.lU) SIGNAL REGDIENT 

January 
R.H.Q. AND H.Q., No. 2 SQUADRON, CANTER

BURY. We extend a hearty welcome to Captain E. F. F. 
White, late Oaims Commission, Cairo, who has taken over 
P.R.!. from Captain L. G. Lamden, now demobbed. Sorry 
he won't find any Shepheard's in Canterbury. Also wel
come to S.S.M. (Tikker) Willis, from London District 
Signal Squadron. S.S.M . Phillips is another new arrival, 
who has gone to T.M. Troop and is at present also tech
nical adviser to the Cook N .C.O. i/c Plate Washing 
Machine. 

Last week the Commanding Officer, Lieutenant-Colonel 
F. K. Morton, presented the L.S. and G.C. Medal to 
Sergeant E. Johnson, late 15 and 11 Air Formation Signals, 
who has also not long since joined us. Many others, too 
numerous to mention, keep coming and going, and we wish 
them all the best. 

Football. We have done quite well recently, winning two 
out of three games by surprising scores. Depot the Buffs 
beat us 7-2, but we beat Kent Coast Troop 13-2 and 
the local Sentinels Team 4-1. Driver Benton leads our 
goalscorers with six, followed by Signalman Clarke, who 
has five. We have reached the last eight in the Home 
Counties District Cup. 

B~xing. Capt~in Haigh and Lance-Corporal Lamprell are 
keepmg the Regimental Flag flying in competitive bouts 
ar~anged by District H.Q. Lance-Corporal Lamprell should 
win one or two more fights before leaving us for civvy 
street. 

No. 1 SQUADRON, KENT COAST TROOP DOVER 
Arrivals an~ Departures. We wish to extend a hearty wel~ 
<X?me to: Signalman K. .G. Green, Signalman H. Curnow, 
Signalman G. Pashley, Signalman A. Abbott Signalman D 
H. Smiter, also Signalman B. P. Moore; V:e all hope yo~ 
have a long and happy stay with us. 

We wish Signalman R. E. Stowe all the best in civilian 
life, also we extend best wishes to Driver K. G. Blackwell, 
who has left us to try his luck at Canterbury. 

Table Tennis. After numerous inter-troop practice 
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games, we managed to win our first out!>ide game by 14 
sets to 11. 

Football. Three games were played, one win and two 
defeats. The two defeats were against Grand Shaft Bar
racks, 5_.:2, 7-1. The one win was against R.H.Q. Can
terbury, 5-3. 

THAMES ESTUARY AND E.A.C. TROOP, CHAT
HAM. Since our last notes we have welcomed another 
officer into this Troop, namely Second-Lieutenant M. H. 
Davis, who has assumed the position of Second-in
Command. 

The Troop has now risen to its higheM strength for 
many months, due to the arrival of five Linemen, who have 
now been absorbed into the Troop H.Q. and its detach
ments. They are Signalmen Bolus, Blackbourn, Davies, 
Miles and Webb. 

Demob. has only claimed two thi!> month : Signalmen 
L ~dwich and Brennan, who have left us after a very short 
·tay. We wish them every success in civvy street. Work 

· at Chatham is still fairly extensive, and work on the rifle 
r&nges still continues. 

Our Recreation and Quiet Room is now completed, and 
is really a credit to those who took part in its renovation. 

HOEBURYNESS TROOP. The Troop is responsible 
for the installation and maintenance of all communications 
required by the Ministry of Supply on the Experimental 
Ranges. The work is varied and interesting and includes 
plenty of the Lineman's joy-" Dig." 

port. Football, pending a start to the Garrison League, 
is confined to keenly-contested friendlies. Lance-Corporal 
Sephton plays regularly for the Garrison Soccer Team and 
Lance-Corporal Carteret for the Rugger Team. 

Departures. We said a reluctant good-bye to Sergeant 
Carter, who had a boat to catch. The Troop will be sorry 
to say au- revoir to Captain (TOT) P. S. Harris, who will 
be departing for a much sunnier clime. 

No. 2 SQUADRON, COMMAND H.Q. T ROOP, 
HOUNSLOW. Having removed all signs of Christmas 
Festivity, including the mistletoe cunningly hooked over 
the door of the Rest Room, we are now well under way 
with 1948. 

Our first big event in December was the netball match 
played against E.A.D. Signals Troop, in which, despite our 
hours of practice in Beaver's Camp Gym, they beat us by 
11 goals to 8. The match was played in Colchester, and 
the E.A.D. Troop gave us a never-to-be-forgotten tea after
wards in the N.A.A.F.I. Club. Owing to the Christmas 
break, a return match has not yet been played, but we 
hope to remedy this in early January. A match has been 
arranged against Home Counties District Troop, but unfor
tunately this had to be cancelled. The present members 
of our team are: Subaltern Courtney, Corporal Remming
ton, Private Oliver, Private Flatters, Private \Vright, Private 
O'Brien and Private Barton. ·Reserves are: Corporal 
Richardson, Lance-Corporal Oak and Private Cooper. 

We were all very sorry to say good-bye to Sergeant 
(now S.S.M.) Thomson, A.T.S., on her posting to Canter
bury, but congratulate her on her promotion and hope she 
will pay us a return visit in the near future. Here's wishing 
her every success in her new position. 

Our Troop Christmas dance was held on 15th December, 
1947, and proved a tremendous success, thanks mainly 
to W.O. II Leak, Lance-Corporal Venables, A.T.S., and 
Corporal Hubbard, Royal Signals. Several Officers from 
R.H.Q. and No. 2 Squadron attended, and some of the 
girls who have been demobbed paid us a welcome return 
visit. These included Lan~Corporal Becker, Lan~ 
Corporal E. Venables and Private Steele. Lance-Corporal 
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Brown made an excellent M.C. and kept us all happ •. It 
wa a very enjoyable evening m every way. 

Welcome back again to Junior-Commander Ja man, who 
returned to us on New Year's Eve on completion of her 
course. Subaltern Goodridge, who left us on po:.ting to 
Colchester, has been ill with bronchitis, is now back at 
work again, and we are hoping to see her when we play 
our return match with E.A.D. Troop. 

The girls who were on duty over Christmas made us all 
feel envious when they told us of the lovely party 
Lieutenant-Colonel O'Kelly, Coldstream Guards A.A.G., 
Eastern Command H.Q., arranged for them on Christmas 
Day. They tell us he did everything in his power to give 
them a wonderful Christmas, and he certainly appears to 
have succeeded. 

Wedding bells seem to be the order of the day here. First 
of all we must congratulate Corporal Remmington, A.T.S., 
on her recent engagement to Sergeant Barber, H.Q. Eastern 
Command, and wish her every happiness. 

No less than four members of this Troop have been 
married this month-W.O. II Leak, A.T.S., Private Hughes, 
A.T.S., Lance-Corporal McVicar, Royal Signals, and 
Signalman Gibney, Royal Signals. One of these was almost 
an inter-Troop wedding, as Lance-Corporal McVicar mar
ried ex-Lance-Corporal Fawcett, who used to be one of our 
Switchboard N.C.0.s. May we take this opportunity of 
wishing them every happiness and success in their married 
lives. 

And that completes our news for this month. Here's 
wishing you all a Bright and Prosperous New Year. 

SCOTTISH COIUHAND (~I) SIGNAL REGIHENT 

January 
With the Christmas and New Year festivities over, the 

" Scotco " scribe takes up his pen once again, and, shaking 
off the last vestiges of alcoholic remorse, proceeds to pen 
the most popular feature of THE WIRE. The Unit Christ
mas and New Year festivities were smashing, and I can't 
remember anything like it for many years. Naturally the 
bulk of the Unit, being civilised, were home for Christmas; 
those who were left were submitted to a round of gaiety, 
parties and boozy celebrations reminiscent of Barnard Castle 
in 1942-43. At this stage we should introduce Major L. H. 
Gregory, recently returned from Operational Delhi, not to 

. be confused with base New Delhi: the rigours of this 
station, where " Firpo's " closes at 2330, and just try and 
get a taxi after midnight, do not need to be related. He 
has taken over No. 1 Squadron vice Major Flynn who, we 
regret, is still sick, but bas certainly not confined his 
indefatigable energie to purely Squadron matters. 

Back for a moment to holiday celebrations. Over the 
Christmas-New Year period, four All-Ranks Parties-cum
Dances were organised-a lot of sport was played-a terrific 
amount of soft drinks were consumed, and also a little work 
was done. As a final fling to the New Year festivities, on 
10th January in close integration with the Edinburgh 
Branch of the Royal Signals' Association, a children's party 
was staged in the Unit N.A.A.F.I., which to say was a 
success would be a masterpiece of understatement. It was 
perfectly lovely to hear the patter of little feet about the 
N.A.A.F.I., coupled \vith the occasional crash of crockery 
and the odd breaking of chair legs. Seriously, though, it was 
grand fun. I shall long remember one Warrant Officer's 
little son who, after eating 10 sandwiches, 14 chocolate 
biscuits, five plates of jelly, seven cakes, and drinking six 
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glasses of lemonade, and a jug of tea, sat at the top of the 
table singing "There's Nothing Left for Me." 

Back to serious Regimental life for a few paras . . . The 
weather has so far been reasonably kind to us this winter, 
and we are hoping for a fairly mild February and March. 
Cadet Training is once again in full swing and a most 
successful New Year course was attended by 60 or so 
Cadets from local Edinburgh High Schools and Colleges. 
The other troops at Fairmilehead are still carrying on with 
the good work. Major Gregory is at present touring all the 
F.S.S. commitments of the Unit to find out how Captain 
Allan has been occupying his time for the last five years 
and four months. 

On the other side of Edinburgh we still have o. 2 
Squadron commanded by Major E. M. Fox, and it is here 
that all the Unit Lana Turners and Hedy Lamarrs hang 
out. In spite of odd difficulties of personnel they still 
admirably carry out their many commitments, staffing the 
Signal Office, and providing drivers, cooks, storewomen and 
wives to anybody on application. Incidentally, we should 
have mentioned No. 2 Squadron in connection with our 
holiday celebrations. They joined in all the fun and merry
making, and staged three parties at Broomfield Camp which 
were similarly successful. 

We deeply regret to announce the defeat of the Unit 
Football Team to the rune of four goals to two by No. 35 
Detachment, R.A.P.C., at Glasgow, 12th January. This was 
in the Fifth Round of the Lord Provost's Cup. 

The Unit, however, is still in the Lowland District Cup 
Championship, and play 7lst P .T.C. at Glasgow on 21st 
January. We hope in the next edition of THE WIRE to 
report success in this match. 

Unfortunately we have no reports to hand from the 
Unit detachments at Glasgow, Perth and the Orkneys, so 
presumably they require a longer .convalescent period than 
ourselves. 

Although it will be a little out of date by the time this 
g~ts .into prU:t, we would like to take this opportunity of 
w1shmg all Signals Units at home and abroad a very happy 
and successful 1948, and, although much as we would like 
to we cannot send them all a present, we are doing the next 
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best thing by enclosing for publication a photograph of our 
Commanding Officer, Lieutenant-Colonel T. A. K. Howe, 
the Second-in-Command, Major T. Stibbs, M.B.E., the 
Adjutant, Captain V. S. Gilliam, and R.S.M . Buchanan, 
surrounded by our happy and contented junior N .C.O.s. 

To finish we would like to record in print the Unit's 
sincere congratulations to Major T. Stibbs on his well
deserved award in the New Year Honours, and we are 
confident that many WIRE readers who have known and 
served with this officer will associate themselves with these 
wishes. 

sorTHEHN (;O~IMAND (lU) SIGNAL REGIMENT 

January 
-One day's snow turned to a rather severe frosty spell 

which has again turned to mild but wet weather, with an 
occasional gale blowing off the Plain, but on the whole the 
weather has done little to deter the usual routine of the 
camp. 

Recently we have seen the departure of Captain (Q.M.) 
J. Springett, Captain (T.0.M.) Pollard, who has left for 
B.A.0.R., and Captain Boughton, who has been released. 
We welcome to the Unit Captain (Q.M.) J. T . Gardiner, 
who has come to take over from Captain (Q.M.) Springett; 
R.S.M. Darby, recently arrived from No. 1 Depot Regi
ment; Sergeants Horlock and Licence, and Sergeant Halli
well, of the R.A.E.C. 

We ex.tend congratulations to Sergeant Cunningham, of 
146th Lme Troop, on his .marriage over the Christmas 
period. 

On 19th December the Officers' Mess entertained the 
Sergeants' Mess to a social evening; a very good time was 
had by all. On 31st December the Officers' Mess held a 
New Year's Party, and were pleased to. have as their guests 
Brigadier W. A. Scott, c.B.E. (C.S.O., Southern Command) 
and Lieutenant-Colonel N. ·I. B. Bower (0.C., 2nd A.A. 
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Group (M) ignal Regiment) and Major E. Y. ... 'epean 
(C.S.O.'s Branch). 

The Sergeants' Mess held a social evening on 22nd 
December; a good and wet time was hac.1 by all. 

The regular Thursday evening All-Ranks Dances have 
been suspended over ttic Christmas period, but I under
stand that they are scheduled to start again on 8th January. 

64th Group have now departed, and they included such 
well-known " fixtures " in the Camp as Corporal Guerney 
T.0.M. Troop), Lance-Corporal "Draughty" Reed, and 

Lance-Corporal Brown, and Signalman Taylor, of No. 1 
Squadron. 

Several members of the Unit spent a very enjoyable after-
10on on Wednesday, 10th December, when they were able 
o witness the Corps Hockey Team impose a shattering 

<lefeat on the RM.A., Sandhurst. 
The Unit Hockey Team is still rather in its embryonic 

. rage, but we have had some very interesting games within 
he Unit, and shortly we hope to participate in the Salisbury 

Plain District Knock-Out Hockey Tournament. 
.1.ssociation Football. The Unit's achievements in this 

sport have so far proved various, as owing to postings, 
releases, injury and leave, it bas not been possible to 
keep a ide constantly playing together . Playing in senior 
football in the Salisbury and District League (Wednesday 

ection), we have not fared too well, having won only one 
league engagement and drawn one; the remainder have been 
lost. In Round 1 of the Wednesday Cup, however, we 
disposed of doughty opponents in R.A.S.C., Bulford, 3- 1, 
and are due to play round two before these notes appear 
in print; a win in this round would place us in the last 
eight of the competition. In the Small Units' League 
(Military), too, we have performed well, having won seven 
of the nine games played, and share the leadership of the 
league with two other teams- No. 13 Holding Regiment, 
R.E., at Barton Stacey, and the Army School of Chemical 
Warfare, both of whom we have beaten. We hope to win 
this league, but then so do the teams at present sharing 
the leadership with us. S.S.M. Sk.iffins is our soccer chief, 
and the regular team members are: Signalman Brian 
H oward (captain), Signalman George Green (vice-captain 
and chief scorer), Signalman E. R. Tunstall, Signalman R. 
Bond, Signalmen G . Prentice, H. Hawk.ins, B. Cockerham. 
A record of games played will be published in a later issue, 
and, it is hoped, a team photograph. 

NORTHERN IRELAND DISTRICT (.H) 
SIGNAL S(tUADRON 

January 

During N ovember we were twice on the air, which 
enabled us to make ourselves beard-more than usual that 
is. On the morning of 9th November, "Down Your 
Way " took command of the Light Programme and came 
from Lisburn. Richard Dimbleby was in the camp a few 
days before and recorded a couple of interviews, but, alas, 
not of Signals. We did, however, come into our own in 
the evening when a " live" broadcast was made of the 
Remembrance Service from our gymnasium. Also during 
the month we have to announce the engagement of Corporal 
Eric Addington and Lance-Corporal Peggy Walker. 
" Addie " has since departed to the wilds of Catterick in an 
attempt to become a Foreman of Signals. 

December was the occasion for many celebrations. On 
Tuesday, 16th December, we put on a concert. It is true 
to say that not only Signals took part, but 90 per cent of 
the artists knew the morse code--or shou1d have done. Major 
George Bayliss undertook the production, direction and all 
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the worry and trouble associated with the,c concerts, with 
the result that the whole thing was an enormous suc(;esS. 
After two rehearsals up went the curtain, and \\e were on 
our way. Every taste was catered for and the menu was 
very good and served up by some very nice " dishes "! ! 
The G.0.C. did us the honour of being present and 
expressed his appreciation of the show. The following 
night the play " While Parents Sleep " was performed. T his 
time it was definitely a Signals " do." Second-Lieutenant 
Percy John, who besides acting in it was made responsible 
for scenery, stage decorations and what have you, 
apparently managed to find time to do this while not other
wise "engaged "--0n Q.M.F.N.A., of course! Those taking 
part in the production were (in order of appearance to stop 
any arguments) Private Nancy Harrison, Corporal Peggy 
McNeill, Second-Lieutenant Percy John, Corporal Bob 
Hubblrd, Sergeant Mary Senior, Corporal Ray Campbell, 
and Private Bobb!e Dente. Sergeant Neil MacGregor
Wood, of the R.A.E.C., who produced the play, also took 
part when Signalman "Taffy" Hughes (now a civilian) 
departed on leave. T he tollowing night yet anothe1 
attraction was on. Our Squadron dance, which for so 
long had had to be postponed, at last arrived. We danced 
away from 9 p.m. till 1 a.m. and thoroughly enjoyed every 
minute of it. Then, of course, came Christmas. Those 
of us who went on leave are now considering whether we 
were lucky or unlucky. Apart from the Christmas 
pudding, beer and all the normal Christmas fare, entertain
ment was worked out so that everyone could have all one 
could wish for at such a time. Dances, sing-songs and even 
a treasure hunt were the order of the day--0r days. Other 
Units also arranged socials, in which all the camp joined 
in. Perhaps the best part from the lads' and lassies' point 
of view was on Christmas morning, when the traditional 
" tea and rum for the boys, tea for the girls " arrived early 
in the morning, brought round by the Officers and 
Sergeants, who rose bright and early to deliver it--even 
if some of them hadn't shaved ! 

Signal Office now has some male runners and also three 
male teleprinter operators. Although the latter are Lance
Corporal Bob Fraser, Signalmen Paul Sutcliffe and Dennis 
Balshaw, they are . affectionately known to the girls as 
" Faith, Hope and Charity." Private Sally O'Brien and 
Private Jean Holmes have now left their years as runners 
to join the "staff'' of Signal Office. The fact that Jean 
always seems to be in possession of a piece of blank cypher 
tape is only coincidental! 

Sport, of course, has always been one of our greatest 
assets. Football, no doubt, still reigns supreme, but hockey 
is running a close second. For the best part of the season 
our lads have been playing for the H.Q. team, but at 
last we have enough players to start up on our own. We 

· have won twice as many as we have lost so we feel very 
pleased with ourselves. The girls, of course, still find net
ball the attraction. They played 8th Oerical Company, 
A.T.S., and sent them away \vith their tails between their 
legs after beating them 20-~. If. only the me.n c~uld ~et 
' netted " as often. Badminton 1s now commg mto its 
own. Twi e a week, over a dozen of us trot across to the 
gymnasium and play " to you from me". with the shuttle
cock. It is whispered that Second-Lieutenant Dudley 
George is to become Offic_r-in-charge and arrange matches. 
(After reading these notes how can he refuse? ) Our stars 
of the game are Second-Lieutenant Dudley George, Sergeaut 
Monty " Pass the shuttlecock, Cock" Aldridge, and Cor
poral Peggy McNeill, wh~le others of ~~' whether com
missioned or not, are learning-and prov1dmg great amuse
ment for the spectators at the same time. 

Even if we are late, we would like to take this opportunity 
of wishing you all a very happy and demobilised New Yea:, 
so until next month from all of us to all of ·ou-au revoir 
and good luck. 

"RAY" 
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A REGAL 

Commitment 

"TAKE stores to do a bit of everything and be self
supporting. It's a V.I.P. job!" 

That order, when amplified, led some few hours after
\"'.ards to a small convoy of three 15-cwts. and a couple of 
D.R.s driving south from Cairo, bound for the oasis of 
Fayoum, some 80 kilos away. The time was February, 
1945, and Cairo was seething with V.I.P. activity. The 
Yalta conference was in progress and rumour had it that the 
entire conference was due to move to Cairo. At any rate, 
hotels were being prepared to receive important guests, and 
Signals were flat out laying on special conference communi
cations at the famous Mena House Hotel, scene of earlier 
gatherings, and at the house of the Resident Minister. The 
call to Fayoum was a bit of a mystery, as no one had heard 
of the hotel, " Auberge du Lac," which was our final 
destination. 

It had been pleasantly cool in Cairo, but out here in the 
desert it was uncomfortably hot, and we had to stop to 
cool down, for the driving cabs were becoming unbearable. 
The shadows were lengthening as we hit the edge of the 
oasis, and we were grateful for the softness of its deep 
greenery after the gravelly glitter of the desert. Our way 

Essen ti a! pre Ii mi nary 

AO 

King I bn Saud 

led fot some miles along a dusty track fringed with palm 
trees until, just as the light was failing, we saw ahead the 
wide, cool expanse of Lake Karoun and the lights of the 
hotel on its edge, twinkling through the dusk. 

The Catering Adviser was the only military figure we 
could discover, but he proved a friend indeed, for not only 
did he know the allocation of accommodation, but better 
still he got the entire Signals Detachment on to the hotel 
strength for rations and accommodation. Our field accom
modation stores were enthusiastically dumped, but I never 
did get used to seeing our linemen taking their siesta 
stretched out on eggshell-blue divans with decor to match. 
Conference Signals opened up shop in a cloakroom just 
off the entrance hall, and before packing up that night 
we had Cairo on the line and our distribution scheme 
started. Later we sat on the verandah discussing our V.I.P. 
I remember we decided he must at least be Stalin. 

By mid~ay next day, to the manager's very evident 
relief, we had finished draping 
wire all over the hotel, and 
sat back to await events. 
Excitement had reached fever 
pitch. We were certain now, 
following some wild sugges
tion, that Hitler was on· his 
way to negotiate peace. It 
was not until quite late that 
night that our D.R., who had 
been posted as a scout on the 
edge of the desert, rushed up 
breathlessly to report the im
minent arrival of a large 
convoy. Half of G.H.Q. car 
company, resplendent in soft 
cream enamel, swung into the 
car-park and halted. We 
waited respectfully but curi
ously in the entrance ball to 
pay our salaams. 

In through the swing doors 
strode two swarthy Arabs
we gasped in astonishment. 
Their long . white · galabiehs 
were trim.med with .rich gold 
brocade, over which they wore 
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heavy brown cloaks. Each carried at his waist a be-jewelled 
dagger in a long curving sheath, which gleamed and 
sparkled in the bright light. At the hip they carried wicked 
looking sub-machine guns, and as they advanced towards 
us they seemed most displeased to see us. Someone 
whispered " Saudi Arabian! " Of course, it was King 
Ibn Saud. 

Preceded by this fearsome bodyguard, the King, a most 
impressive figure, entered followed by a retinue of sons, 
mini ters, astrologers, fortune tellers, coffee brewers and 
sundry slaves and scullion5. That isn't invention-that's 
how they were listed official y, and there were over thirty 
of them. All was hubbub for some time. The accom
m ation plan was unsuitable, and everyone played musical 
ch· irs for hours-so it seemed. Eventually all became 
qwet. The hotel manager had at last dissuaded the sundry 
SC'Jlhons frem lighting fires on the parquet floor, and the 
hotel slumbered, while the King's bodyguard and the Royal 
Artillery guard cemented international relations over Wood
bines and innumerable ceremonial coffees. 

Our routine soon sorted itself out. There was not 
much work to do, but there was certainly plenty to look 
at. We had considerable difficulty adjusting ourselves to 
Saudi Arabian zone time suffixes, apparently 0001 in Saudi 
Arabia is our 0600Z, for the perfectly logical reason that 
as it dawns then the day should start then. The hotel was 
awakened each morning by the muezzin calling for 
prayers, a solemn ritual which was repeated at midday and 
six in the evening. 

On the third day, and without any warning, a string of 
Staff cars drew up and out stepped Winston Churchill and 
Anthony Eden. This rather floored us temporarily, but 
the great man's infectious personality soon put everyone 
at ease. After lunch the conference proper started. We 
had two scares. First of all the King objected to our 
secraphone frequency changer in the conference room. As 
far a5 we could ascertain he took it to be either a bomb or 
a recording device and so we quickly disconnected and 
removed it while history waited. The second was even 
more startling. An urgent request came to get the Flag 
Officer, Mediterranean and Levant, on the telephone. He 
was reported to be fifty miles off Alexandria, steaming west 
at 20 knots, but such was the efficiency of Cairo Trunks 
and the Navy that in just under three minutes he was 
chatting away merrily. 

The conference lasted for some three hours, and when 
it broke up there was a reception in which everybody gave 
everybody else presents. Mr. Churchill gave the King 
some rare perfumes and received a sword in a fabulous gold 
sheath of intricate design. In the evening Mr. Churchill 
prepared to leave. The King and he were obviously OD 

very good terms, for they remained together in animated 
conversation even after Mr. Churchill had entered his car. 
It was somewhat of an anti-climax when he had left, but 
we were glad to get our breath back. The King and his 
party remained a further two days before preparing their 
departure. During this time Signals made many friends 
amongst his retinue; the Minister of Communications was 
particularly interested in our equipment. 

We stood on the steps of the hotel watching the cars 
pull away. What had happened at the conference we 
never knew, but several days later Saudi Arabia, together 
with other Arab countries, declared war. We did know, 
however, that our experience of providing Signals to a 
King was one which would be ever precious in our 
memories. As the last car disappeared down the track 
behind a cloud of dust we realised that it was all over, 
and turned to the business of recovering stores. 
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The King's Bodyauard 

King I bn Saud 

" We watched the can pull away " 
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2nd l:\"FANTRY DIVISIONAL SIGNAL REGIMENT 

Bilden 
January 

The first phase of the Regimental Training Courses, 
1.947-1948, were completed in December, 1947. Examina
non were completed well before the Christmas holidays, 
which enabled both instructors and candidates to prepare 
themselves for the festivities. To those who succeeded in 
gaining a higher trade rating, congratulations and good 
luck. To those who were not so successful, try again and 
better luck next time. Further Regimental Training Courses 
and Junior N.C.0.s' Drill and Duties Courses are scheduled 
to commence in January, 1948. 

This month saw the departure of Captain (Q.M.) J. W. 
Pape, M.M., and Mrs. Pape to the U.K. Pindi was posted 
to the Home Establishment pending further posting-I 
wonder where? The best of luck, Willie, wherever you may 
go. ew arrivals within the Regiment include Second
Lieutenants Barber, Skalding and Travers-Smith, to whom 
we e>..'tend a hearty welcome. 

The weekly quiz competition is proving very popular 
indeed and is attended by a large audience on each Monday 
evening when the quiz is held in Jimmy's Club. Congratu
lations ro the Regimental Quiz Team who, on Saturday, 
3rd January, 1948, elefeated 77th British Military Hospital 
in the semi-final of the Divisional Knock-out Competition 
held in the Opera House, Dusseldorf. The Regimental 
Quiz Team, along with 10 Company, R.A.S.C., now go 
forward to represent the Division in the Inter-Services 
Quiz Competition being held in the British Forces' 
Netv.1ork studios, Hamburg, at a later date. 

The Christmas festivities within the Regiment stationed 
in llilden were on a grand scale and everybody was catered 
for. Great credit is due to all those who helped to make 
the Christmas such a successful "operation." On 18th 
December, 1947, the C.O., Lieutenant-Colonel A. B. 
McVittie, O.B.E., and Mrs. McVittie, held a Christmas party 
in their home for the families' children of the Regiment. 
The party was a huge success judging by the screams of 
delight I heard when I went along. After tea the children 
were given a film show, this being followed by ice cream, 
and shortly afterwards the children began to return to 
their various homes with the present each one had been 
given, all having had a very good time and an excellent 
beginning to the Christmas holidays. 

The Regiment gave a Christmas party to 150 children 
of the German employees of the Unit on 20th December, 
1947, which was held in Jimmy's Club. An excellent 
tea was served, during which music was played by a German 
orchestra. Afterwards the children were entertained by a 
conjurer, which they thoroughly enjoyed. The party was 
a great success and before leaving each child was given a 
toy and a bag containing sweets, apple and orange. 

Christmas morning saw the members of the Sergeants' 
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Me s distributing "gunfire" to the Junior N.C.0.s and 
men of the Regiment, which proved to the doubtful ones 
that the immortal arroon of " The Sergeants bringing 
gunfire to the recruit " does really exist. 

The C.0. and Officers were entertained by the members 
of the Sergeants' Mess on Christmas morning prior to 
serving the men's Christmas dinners. At 1300 hrs. every
body proceeded to the Men's Dining Room to b_gin serving 
dinners. The first soup was served and 35 minutes later 
the last pudding was served, the number of men being 
served being about 270, and it is claimed that this period 
has broken all existing records for ervitor Servientum. 
During the dinner the traditional to3sts, " The King " and 
" Absent Friends " were proposed and drunk. Great credit 
is due to Sergeant White, A.C.C., and his staff for an 
excellent dinner, efficiently organised, and which was 
certainly highly appreciated by all who partook of same. 

On Christmas morning, Major P. A. Toombs, 0 .C. 
1 Squadron., visited the members of the Regiment in 
hospital. Each was presented ;.vith a token from the P.R.I. 
and wished the very best for Christmas and the New Year. 

During the Christmas and New Year, dances were held 
for the Junior N .C.O.s . and men in the Visiting Officers' 
Restaurant on Christmas Eve, Christmas Day, Boxing Day 
and New Year's Eve. These were held in conjunction with 
the Camp H.Q. Staff and proved to be very well attended 
and thoroughly enjoyed by all. 

Boxing Day began with the C.O. and Officers entertaining 
the members of the Sergeants' Mess prior to their Christmas 
dinner. Many and varied yarns were being told, which 
became more and more varied as the mellow drinks were 
consumed. The Wine Member has become increasingly 
famous for the latter. 

Sport . Following the victory over 101 Medical Com
pany, R.A.M.C., in the first round of the B.A.O.R. Inter
Unit Eootball Competition in November, the Regiment 
were at home to the 1st Battalion The York and Lancaster 
Regiment in the second round, the game being played on 
3rd December, 1947. Watched by quite a large crowd of 
supporters of both teams, the game began in wintry 
conditions with a slight covering of snow op the ground 
which made ball control difficult. 

Both teams missed chances in the early stages of the 
game, and when Signalman Bewley, the Signals goalkeeper, 
fumbled the ball, the Infantry were very nearly one up. 
After this shock, Signals began to play some constructive 
football and, following good work on the left wing by 
Signalman Duncan (inside-left), Corporal Jamieson opened 
the scoring with an easy goal, the Infantry goalkeeper 
being out of position. 

After the kick-off, the Infantrymen pressed strongly and 
were rewarded by a very good goal scored from 30 yards 
by their inside-left. Immediately following the kick-off, 
Signals attacked strongly, and once again from a very nice 
centre by Signalman Duncan, Signalman Hodgkinson netted 
from close range, the goalkeeper having no chance, and 
very soon afterwards the whistle went for half-time. On the 
resumption, the visitors began to attack strongly, trying 
for the equaliser, and gave the Signals' defence a harrassing 
time; the defence, however, stood firm and refused to be 
beaten. Considering the condition of the ground, play 
continued to be extremely fast and was continually swinging 
from end to end giving the supporters a thrill a minute, 
both goals having narrow escapes. Signalman Duncan 
continued the good work on the left wing and his centres 
were always dangerous to the opposition. Then came the 
final blow for the visitors. i\ nice pass down the centre 
caught the opposing defence out of position and Signalman 
Hodgkinson was away on his own. His shot, however, 
bounced off the Infantry goalkeeper to Corporal Jamieson, 
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who made no mistake, and crashed the ball home from 
close range, making the game secure for Signals. 

FINAL SCORE : 
2nd Infantry Divisional Signal Regiment 3 
1st York and Lancaster Regiment 1 

The Regiment has been drawn against the 1st Carabiniers 
(Belgian Army) in the third round of the competition at 
home. 
STOl' PRES . 

Result of third round of the B.A.O.R. Football Compe
tition: 

2nd Infantry Divisional Signal Regiment 1 
1st Carabiniers (Belgian Army) 0 

No. II AIR FORMATION SIGNAL REGIMENT 

<:elle 
January 

No sharp wintry spell has yet set in here at Celle, 
although we have had one or two light snowfalls. One of 
these was prior to Christmas festivities but a white Christmas 
was not realised, because of a sudden thaw. 

This in no way deteriorated the "Christmas Merry 
Makings." A mug-full of hot coffee and rum awakened us 
on Christmas morning instead of the usual " Wakee, Wakee." 
Dinner, served by the Officers and Sergeants, was no " mean 
fare "; everybody had their fill of turkey, pork, roast 
potatoes, parsnips, brussels sprouts, plum duff, oranges and 

nun,. One must not forget the lubricant liquor, beer, which 
flowed freely once the Commanding Officer, Lteutenant
Colonel Sladen, had wished us all a Merry Christmas and 
the best of luck for the New Year. 

Peter Witton and his sextet provided us with musical 
melodies, and all the well-loved songs were harmomouslv 
sung with a community spirit. Many of us thought of 
Christmas at home, and a number of us are grateful for 
the invitations given by many of the Married Families for 
members of the Unit to share at home with them a little 
of the homelines:; of Christmasnde. 

Christmas activities never seemed to dull, for in the early 
hours of the morning following Boxing Day Corporal de 
Boltz rolled round the Barracks (with mace in hand) leading 
his " Ragtime Band," who were equipped with tins and 
boxes of various shapes and sizes. A professional drummer 
was in their midst (so it did really have some resemblance 
to a band). I believe they attempted to plant the first tree 
ever known to grow in the middle of a parade square. 
Evidently their attempt bore no fruit for there is no sign 
of any foliage now ! 

Not all the fun went to members of the Unit. A 
Christmas party was held at the " Air Formation Arms " 
for the children of the German employees. After a 
substantial tea party, the children were presented with toys, 
oranges and chocolate, and finally a film, " The Sleeping 
Beauty," brought to a close their Christmas party. 

A similar Christmas party was given to the British 
children on Christmas Eve. Santa Claus visited both 
parties, in the form of Sergeant Brown, who, unlike the 
Santa Claus in a New York stores who had his whiskers 
burnt, was seen running rapidly round the Sergeants' Mess 
in full dress (perhaps his reindeers .. fiatl -taken..leave of him!). 

Entertainments in Celle is still of a high standard, 

WARRANT OFFICERS' AND SERGEANTS' MESS 
Back row (reading from left to right) : Serge•nt K. Windmill , Sereeant A. C. Withey. Sergeant G. Clixby. Ser1ont R. Cottee, S.Q.M.S J. Foster. Centre 
row: A.S.M . l. Simpkins, S.Q.M.S. A. Bain, Serg .. nt Smith, S.Q.M.S. C. Spencer, Ser1eanc R. McCollom , S.Q.M.S. W. Telford, Sereeant Williams. Sereeant A. H. 
Brown, Ser1eant D. Foster. Sergeant j . Buckley, S.S.M. L. Broadh .. d. Seated : Captain G. Bateman, S.S.M. G. Eccleshall, Major R. A. Milliean, R.S.M. R. 
Staton, Lieutenant-Colonel A. T. Sladen (C.O. ), Captain S. L. Gant (Adjutant), S.S.M . J. Mudge, Major W. J. Hotchkiss , Major J. P. Hewitt. 
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although pcrhap the variety and quantity !s on a reduced 
·cale. CRI"is nas week brought to the Union Theatre the 
famous comedy play " \Vorm's Eye View," which is still 
drawing a full house in London. Symphony concerts are 
given occasionally by the North-West .Germany S~phony 
Orchestra, so keeping music lovers m touch with their 
ubject. 

Dances within the Regiment have been frequent over the 
pa!>t month. Both the Officers' Mess and the Sergeants' 
Mess held two successful dances over the Christmas period. 
The W.0.s' and Sergeants' M ess invited the Officers and 
ladies co join in a combined Christmas party and dance; 
a good time was had by all. 

The O.R.s also held a dance at the " Air Formation 
Arms " on the Monday preceding Christmas, under the 
auspices of S.S .M. M udge, who acted as M.C. Perhaps 
this was the best dance of the year, and we express our 
appreciation for the work done by the Entertainments 
Committee throughout the year, especially S.S.M. Mudge 
("Uncle Jack ") and Lance-Corporal Cartwright, who have 
done much to make t he activities of t he Entertainments 
Committee a success: 

A notable event during the past month bas been an 
inter-quiz competition sponsored by the Education 
"sparks," with Question M aster Sergeant Gella tley (A.E.C.) 
in the chair. The following are the results and, as can be 
seen the Officers' team (Puzzle Sharpeners), led by 
Lieu'tenant Millichamp, were the winners, wich the -
Corporals' team runners-up : 

FIRST ROUND : 

0.R.s 38! pts. v. Officers 43t pts. 
Corporals 39! p ts. v. Sergeants 33t pts. 

FINAL : 

Officers 43 pts. v. Corporals 35 p ts. 
During the past few weeks we have said our adieux to 

many members of the Unit who have returned to Blighty 
(you lucky people), amongst whom were Signalman Black
more and Signalman Kingan. Corporal Beckford, of late 
i/c Canteen, has now wheeled his way to H erford for 
training as a cipher operator. Sergeant Smith also posted 
to Malta Command Signals. Signalman Bowman leaves 
the Unit this week to rejoin his old regiment, Malaya 
Command Signals, Singapore. We wish him all the best in 
those more tropical climates. 

Again many leave us for demobilisation and we wish them 
every success in civilian life. Many new faces can be seen 
in the barracks and a hearty welcome is given to all new
comers, especially to Lieutenant Mcintyre, 0 .C. 80 Wing 
Signal Troop. 

Owing to the disbandment of 84 Group, the Celle League 
has ceased to function, consequently Football, Hockey, etc., 
within the Regiment has, until the re-organisation has been 
completed, come to a stands till. 

FoozbaU. The Regiment finished third in the Celle 
League, the 1st Dorsets and 135 Wing, R.A.F. being first 
and second respectively. 

In the League Knockout Competition for the Maitland 
Cup the Regiment reached the semi-final and had to with
draw after drawing with 123 Wing, R.A.F., 3-3 at R.A.F. 
Station, Celle, on Wednesday, 10th December. 

During the latter part of the 1946-4 7 football season 
and up to the present time the Regimental football team has 
had a very successful year. It will be recalled that at the 
close of the 1946-47 season the Regiment had won every 
honour in the B.A.O.R. that football had to offer, including 
the B.A.O.R. Inter-Unit, 1st Corps, 5th Division and 15th 
Infantry Brigade championships; in addition, the Regiment 
won the Celle League, R.A.F. Maitland Cup and R.A.F. 
84 Group K.0. Cup. This finished off a most successful 
season, which resulted in 30 games won, two games drawn, 

one game lost . The Regiment started off the 1947-48 
season very well and won every match in the league up to 
their eighth when they were defeatd by 135 Wing. The 
final result at the conclusion of the league was : 

P. W. D. L. F. A. Pts. 
11th Air Formation Sig-

nals Regiment .. . 15 12 1 2 59 13 25 
which, considering continuous changes in the team due to 
demob., leave, etc., is a very good record. 

Hockey. Although no Hockey League bas been formed 
in the Celle area, the Regimental hockey teams have had 
some very thrilling and interesting games and have won 
five and lost three games since the hockey season began. 
The Regiment reached the second round of the Army 
Challenge Cup when they were beaten in a very hard game 
by the 1st Battalion Oxfords. and Bucks. by five goa1s to 
three. 

I n the Inter-Troop Hockey, the competition was run on 
a knock-ou t basis, the winners being R.H.Q. Troop who 
defeated 67 W.S.T. by six goals to one in the final on 
Saturday, 27th December. The Inter-Troop Shield was 
presented to the team captain (Lance-Corporal Happell), 
at the conclusion of the game, by the Second-in-Command, 
Major W. J. Hotchkiss. 

Cricket. The Re~ent was represented in the Celle 
Cricket League and finished in the third place, winning 
ten games and losing three. In the 13th Infantry Brigade 
Cricket K.O. Competition the Regiment came out winners 
and had the honour of representing 13th Infantry Brigade 
in the 5th Division Finals which they lost to 5th Divisional 
Ordnance who, incidentally, won the Army Champion
ships. 

All old Corps cricketers will remember Captain (Q.M.) 
A. ] . Carpenter an d will be interested to learn that he 
represented the United Services, twice during the cricket 
season, against Denmark, and the Services won one and 
lost one. 

Athletics. The Regiment won the J unior Athletic Shield 
in the 84 Group Championships in J uly. 

Cross-Country. During the present season the Regiment 
has had several runs and has competed in the 84 Group 
and 13th Infantry Brigade Championships, in which it 
was placed third and fourth respectively. 

In conclusion, I should like to say that the Regiment 
has had a very eventful and successful year and we hope 
to go on doing better than ever. 

No. IS i\Ill FORMATION SIGNAL REGIMENT 

Gutersloh 
January 

R.H.Q. AND No. 2 SQUADRON. The Unit is once 
more getting back to normal after Christmas and the New 
Year. During the Christmas week many fun ctions were 
held, the main ones being the Officers and Sergeants v. 
Other Ranks comic football match on Christmas morning; 
as soon as the kick-off whistle went, everything seemed to 
go chaotic, card schools, impromptu dances, and football 
were all taking place on the field at once while two well
known m embers of the Sergeants' team as " Barrow Boys " 
proceeded to sell fruit, etc., to a laughing crowd of specta
tors. After an hour's play, when both teams seemed to be 
on the verge of collapse, the final whistle was blown; don't 
ask me what the score was, nobody bothered to count! 
The 0.R.s' Dinner was then served at half-past twelve and 
our congratulations and thanks are due to Sergeant 
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Cochrane, A.C.C., for a most excellent dinner, complete 
with all the trimmings. Well done, Jock, "you're a wee 
smasher." On Wednesday, 24th December, the C.O. and 
Officers of the Unit gave a party to all the Signals 
children. A Punch and Judy show and a "magic man" 
(as the children called him) were among the main events. 
Each child received a handsome present from the Christmas 
tree; this was a really good start to the Kiddies' Christmas. 

Warrant Officers' and Sergeants' Mess. Christmas day 
was a vcry busy day for the Warrant Officers and 
Sergeants, starting at eight in the morning. They took 
early morning tea to the men in bed. After much 
bell ringing and shouting of old Regular Army terms, 
guaranteed to awaken the dead, the men awoke to 
find R.S.M., A.S.M., R.Q.M.S., S.Q.M.S.s and Sergeants 
and what have you standing beside their beds ready to pour 
out tea. One bright lad who awoke, forgetting what day 
it was, and seeing the R.S.M. hovering over him, went into 
a hurried and lengthy explanation as to why he was in 
bed after reveille. At ten o'clock we combined with the 
Officers and played the 0.R.s at football, the rules as laid 
down by the Crazy Gang. At 12.30 we went over to the 
Main Dining Hall and served Christmas dinner to the 
O.R.s and finally finished at about 3 p.m. The Warrant 
Officers' and Sergeants' dinner was held in the R.A.F. 
Sergeants' Mess the same evening. On Tuesday, 30th 
December, the married families of the Mess gave a party 
to single members of the Mess. Guests were invited and 
I am sure all our single members and guests really enjoyed 
themselves. On Boxing Night the C.0. and Officers enter
tamed the \Varrant Officers and Sergeants in the Officers' 
Mess and everyone h:id a very enjoyable evening, even if a 
tie or two was lost ! 

Arrivals. We have had two recent additions to our 
L.A.D.; they are Craftsman Williams who joined us from 
31 Lorried Infantry Brigade, and Craftsman Hughes who 
joined us from 7th Armoured Brigade Workshops. We bid 
you both welcome and hope you will soon settle down with 
us. 

No. 1 SQUADRON, BUCKEBURG. At the present 
moment re-organisation is taking place' and, as a result, a 
large number of chaps are being posted back to the U.K. 
This came as a " pleasant " surprise in the middle of our 
Christmas arrangements. As soon as we have been 
re-organised we will give you all the "gen." 

Social Activities. At long last we have a canteen inside 
the barracks. Two very successful dances have already been 
held and we hope to make it a weekly event. This Club 
has become the centre of our activities and a very full 
programme was drawn up for Christmas to please all tastes. 
This included : Comic Revue, Challenge Football M atches, 
Community Singing, Smoking Concert, Cinema Shows and 
Station Dance. A good time was spent by all. 

The Christmas ~Committee collected chocolate from the 
men of the Squadron and a par ty was held in the G erman 
Children's Hospital with Signalm an Edwards filling the role 
of Father Christmas. 

Association Football. With only one more game to play 
in the presen t inter-unit league, it may be worth while 
recording some of the triumphs of certain members of our 
team. Signalmen Stone, Mansell, Booth and Stephenson 
and Private Irvine have all turned out several times for the 
B.A.F.O. H.Q. Area team. Signalman Stone bas been our 
outstanding player this season so far. He was chosen to 
play right-half for B.A.F.0 . Command team against British 
Troops Berlin, but owing to inclement weather the match 
bad to be cancelled. Further success is almost certain to 
come his way before the season ends. 

Both our " A " and " B " teams have done well in their 
respective leagues. Our " A" team should finished third 
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and our " B " team have still some matches to plav befor 
completion of the league. 

Rugger. At the start of the season only five members 
of our team had played rugger before and it is to the credit 
of the Squadron that we have turned out a rugger team 
every week during the last two months. There has been 
no league or cup competition yet, but in the friendly 
matches played we have beaten B.A.F.O. Police School 
twice and 2 Squadron once, going under to stronger 
opposition in R.A.F. Buckeburg and R.A.F. Sundern. 

Hockey. It was mentioned in the December issue of 
THE WIRE that our team was doing well under the 
captaincy of Corporal R. Smith. Since that issue, Corporal 
Smith has turned out for B.A.F.O. Command team and 
several times for the Area XI. As several of our hockey 
players are rugger players as well, it has been difficult on 
occasions to field a team but, when it has been possible, 
it has been with success. 

~o. 1 WlllELESS REGDIE~T 

January 
Christmas, 1947, saw the unit justifying the season in a 

truly festive manner, commencing on Christmas Eve with 
a grand All Ranks dance. 

Subsequent activities included a fa rcical fancy dress foot
ball match between Officers and Sergeants and T he Rest of 
the Unit, film shows, smoking concerts, until the ew Year 
was heralded in with another ALI Ranks dance. 

The Unit's Christmas Party was a great success. Three 
hundred German children were invited and Mickey Mouse 
cartoons, a " Father Christmas" and gifts of chocolate com
pleted a happy occasion. 

Soccer. Activities of the Unit football team have been 
rather restricted of late owing to unfavourable weather. In 
Division II, however, the following games have been played 
with results as noted: 
... versus 15 B.O.D. " B." A game of close competi

tion, 15 B.O.D. winning 3- 1. 
. .. versus 41 M ovement Control. An excellent game 

resulting in a win for the Unit 5-1. 
T he Unit hopes that two representatives, Signalman 

D avies and Astle, will be playing for the English side in 
the forthcoming " International" League match. 

Hockey. Weather conoitions have severely restricted the 
.teams' activities, with only one game played of late. 

.. . versus 22 Heavy Workshops, who were successful in 
defeating the Unit side 4-1. 

Rugby. A ground has now been made available for prac
tice and efforts are being made to form a Unit team. 

Have your persmial copy of 

The IJ'ire 
mailed to you direct 

Subscriptions for 1948 should be sent to 

The General Secretary, Royal Signals Association, 

88 Eccleston Square, London, S. W. I. 



Christmas Day Footballe rs 

BERLIN SIGN'AL SQUADROX 

January 

As is to be expected, this article consists mairtly of a report 
on what happened during the Festive Season, and even so, 
it will be difficult to include everything. The celebration 
really started on Saturday, 20th December, when the 
Squadron entertained 250 German children at a party. First 
they had a meal of sandwiches, pies, pasties, cakes and tea 
which went down very well and helped to dispel any doubts 
they had previously entertained. This was followed by a 
conjuror, a juggler and a Punch and Judy show. After this 
it was free for all, and members of the audience got up on 
the stage and added their contribution . Then came a snack 
topped off with ice cream, but, of course, the highlight of 
the afternoon was Father Christmas, who distributed sweets 
and chocolate to everyone. I think that all present were 
sorry when it was time ro go. 

On the 23rd a dance was held in the Dining Room. A 
German band was engaged for the occasion, which was 
thoroughly enjoyed by everyone. 

The football match on Christmas Day deserves special 
mention, as seen in the photograph. The Rest in all 
seriousness turned up in soccer kit ready to lick the pants 
off the other team. Anglo-American relationship had been 
fostered, however, and the Officers and Sergeants had bor
rowed a set of American football kit, complete with breeches, 
shoulder pads and crash helmets. " T he Rest " recovered 
from the shock and the game commenced. After about 10 
minutes of football, an Officer picked up the ball and then 
the riot started. It rained steadily throughout the game, 
but did not dampen our spirits. Major Bower, the referee, 
soon had the play under control, and although the final 
result is still doubtful, no one seemed to mind, particularly 
the speetators, some of whom had also turned up in fancy 
dress. 

There is not much left to say except that we have once 
more settled down to routine after a very pleasant interlude. 

The only member of t he Squadron to be released this 
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month was Signalman Duffield, who left on 17th December. 
We hope he enjoyed Christmas in Blighty as much as we 
did out here. 

In conclusion, we wish our readers all the very best in 
this New Year of 1948. 

No. 30 INDEPEl\"DENT L. OF C. 

SIGNAL SQUADRON' 

lUunster in W estphalla 
January 

December in Munster was quite sane and normal, that is, 
up to the happy hectic period of the Christmas holidays. 
There was but one outstanding event which occurred on 
the 18 th December, the arrival of the new T .O.M., Mr. 
Hense, who, incidentally, is making a good job of it. 
However, to get back to the " hectic" period, everyone was 
awakened on the fateful morning at the unearthly hour 
of 0700 and by a means drastic and shatteringly efficient
in other words, a siren . After devouring appreciatively a 
breakfast of ham and eggs, everyone trooped in gleeful 
antic~pation to the Unit football field, where quite the most 
amazmg_ spectacle ever to be seen in Munster took place. 
There, m . full battle honours, the opposing teams were 
ranged agamst each other. Some of the outstanding players 
were "Train Buster" Freemantle, R. Sowles (the two goal
keepers), "Fruit Salad Medal Ribbons" Lacey Sergeant 
" Fearless " Freddie Thornton, who distinguish~ himself 
by making a beautiful dive into a puddle about two inches 
deep, also "Jankers" Greenaway, "Snow White" Bleach, 
and one probable runner (on leave), "Tooty Fruity" 
Grundy. 

There was an excellent children's party, held in the Red 
Diamond Club, which was followed by a Disney cinema 
show, after which each child was given toys and sweets 
by Father Christmas. Th~ fact that the children's party 
was a complete success is shown by the many letters 
received from appreciative parents. 
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Club activities were rather eclipsed by Christm1s holidays; 
that is not to say that the various clubs are wilting at all. 
In fact, the Motor Cycle Club continues its fervent search 
for all " spare parts " from the various known sources, 
whilst the Camera Club is as active as ever. 

Sport . Still tenaciously holding our position in the 
league, we are slightly on the up-grade from 13st month. 
Scores as follows : 

Scorers 
6th Dec., 47 v. Tran it Camp (home) won 3-2 Pre. Mitchell (l) 

L. Cpl. Bradley (I) 
Sigmn. Sharpe (I) 

10th Dec., 47 v. 25 B . .\\.H. "A" home) lo't 2-3 Ptc. Mitchell (I) 
L, Cpl. Bradlc>· (2) 

Bth Dec., 47 \'. 17 C.R.E. away) lo>t 1-3 S1gmn Sharpe {l) 
18th Dec., 47 v. 59 Battery R.A. (awoy) draw 2-2 Sigmn. Hutton (I) 

Ptc. Higgin (l) 

3rd Jan., 48 v. r .\1.S.D. away) won 3-2 

10th Jan., 48 v. Q l/\love'. 'away) won 2-1 

Pre .• 'vlitchcll (I) 
Sigrnn. Grime (2) 

S1iunn . Sharpe {2) 

PRESE. 'T POSITION 11' LEAGUE 
Third 

P. \V. L. D. F . A. Pts. 
10 21 7 2 97 40 44 

Amenities. A dance was held on Boxing Day at the 
Heidekrug for the Sergemts. The whole party was a great 
success and lasted until 0300 hrs. when the company broke 
up in mellow and merry humour. 

No. 3 1 INDEI•ENDENT L. OF C:. 
SIGNAL SQU ADRON 

Hanover 
January 

We wish to take this opportunity to wish all other units 
of Royal Signals a happy and prosperous New Year-and 
may your "Tele F .s " always work. 

This Unit had, over Christmas, in common with the rest 
of B.A.0.R., H days off duty-and the festivities were right 
royally enjoyed. 

Decorations were numerous in the barrack rooms in our 
block here in London Barracks-painted paper and sheer 
ingenuity providing a brave show. 

Parties were held over the period for English and German 
children-and to judge by the childish screams issuing from 
the Men's Mess, a very good time was had by all! 

The confectionery for these feasts was provided in the 
most part by the lads themselves. 

On Christmas Day the men kept the Officers, W.O.s and 
Sergeants " doubling-up" in their Mess, and the top meal 
of the year lasted until 3 p.m.-it had all the usual in
gredients. We have a large Unit-and the Mess Hall is 
correspondingly large. Yours truly, staggering around with 
loaded plates, did enough P.T. to last well in to 1948 ! 

A dance was held in the Cafe Fasanenkrug on Boxing 
Night- it was quite an hilarious affair-with Sergeant Joe 
Lunn officiating-and gripping! 

We are left wondering if the elephant really did commit 
suicid~r was it just a dream, Joe? 

Sergeants' M ess. Dances were held Christmas Eve and 
New Year's Eve--both were well attended by Married 
Families-and happy-go-lucky parties were the order of the 
day. The New Year's Eve dance was fancy dress-and 
although our contribution to the Mess is small (we have 
11 members), at least two improvised and turned up as a 
Golfer and a Buccaneer. 
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This dance "raged" (that is the correct word) unti l rounJ 
about 4 a.m.-and was quite unforgettable! 

Needless to say, breakfast on New Year's Day was vcr 
poorly attended! 

So much, then, for our Christma:. Holiday. 
We are back in our stride again and hope 1948 will bring 

more settled conditions all over the world-and in our own 
little world, the 31st' 

Departures. This month we shall say farewell, amongst 
others, to Lance-Corporal Mudd, Corporal Lindsey anJ 
Signalman Smallridge. T hey are all of Group 64. 

The footballing clique will miss " Ginger " Mudd-a great 
sportsman and a good friend. 

Our loss-Mrs. Mudd's gain! 

Promotions. During December the Sergeants' Mess wel
comed Sergeants Gaukroger, T ucker and Rosie into their 
" sanctuary." 

So they gain (?) yet another confirmed " G ri pper," of 
which this Unit has its share ! 

The above-mentioned three are to be congratulated. 

Sport. Since the discontinuation of the Hanover League 
our Soccer Team has had only friendly matches-three to 
be precise-and we have won them all . 

Our position in the now defunct league was third-so it 
has been a most successful engagement for us. 

We have a small artificial lake at the rear of our Block
but the recent very mild weather has played havoc with the 
fond hopes of the would-be Skating Fraternity. It just 
refuses to freeze ! 

Anxious Signalmen can often be obsen-ed gingerly testing 
the " scum " on its surface! 

Still-who knows-we may have a repetition of last year's 
" Brass-Monkey" weather. 

(But I join the greater part of the Unit in fervently hoping 
that we don't !) 

"TOSH" 

No. 32 IND EPEND ENT L. OF C:. 
SIGNAL SQUADRON 

P IOn 
January 

In noticeable contrast to last year's cruel winter, we have 
so far experienced a comparatively mild season with typical 
frosty mornings and evenings and fresh afternoons. Even 
though the night shadows are gradually lengthenmg and 
encompassing early morning P.T. and fir r works parades, 
we still bear up to these military necessities, with sleepy 
half-closed eyes and muttered imprecations. Our "old 
soldiers" long for a ;·eturn of last year's snow, and the 
cancellation of parades that accompanied it. So far their 
prayers have not been answered, and only a ligh blanket 
of snow has fallen, which was swept away almost imme
diately by a storm of rain. 

Gone indeed are the days when " Dismiss " was the 
signal for all those lucky ones who were off duty to don 
swim suits and dash down to the Pfoner ee for an hour 
of mermaid bunting. Now, unfortunately, the Great Water 
welcomes none but the wind and rain and the lonely sea
gulls, who find it difficult to dine and keep hou e on 
Gull Island. We look forward to the freezing of the Lake 
and with it the return of ice yachting and kating which 
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occupied so much of our spare time during the winter 
of last y.:ar. 

With the aproach of what may be a late vi it fro~ Jack 
Frost, the Squadron is preparing to combat the cbm~te. 
The winterisation of Jeeps and billets has been Operanon 
Vital. Needles to say, an ample ration of Guinness is 
expected by all for, like mechanical transport, the human 
bodv mu t also be diffu ed with anti-freeze. We are lucky 
in Posse ing what is probably the fll:lest " Kaserne" (to the 
uninitiated this means b:uracks) m B.A.0.R. and the 
lib.."Tal use of double windows and central heating by the 
designers ha gained them our heartiest appreciation. 
Whatever else is said against our location, etc., we shall 
never complain about our personal comforc. 

The " Churchill Canteen" (Naafi to you) whose popular 
manageress is affectionately known as " Winnie" Westwood, 
still remains top favourite with all " off duty" men. One 
of the highlights of December literally speaking, was a 
fire started in the " House of Westwood " presumably by 
a careless smoker. Much was the consternation at the 
thouo'ht of the " Canteen Cowboys " forlornly looking for 
some~here to hitch their horses. But don't despair, the 
dav was saved by a resourceful Signals Guard, who quickly 
do~sed the inferno with jugs of beer-proving conclusively 
that beer is as good as water any day, or vice versa, no 
matter what Winnie says! Thank goodness " My good
ness, my Guinness " was not used. 

This being the great fe5tive season of the year, we all 
took the Christmas spirit to heart and played quite a leading 
part in making the German children's party a great success. 
With loci to eat, a bag of sweets and a toy each, they truly 
understood the meaning of British hospitality. The party 
for British children was also a grand achievement, even 
though many an " intelligent " word was spoken by the 
D.R.s who afterwards laboriously picked the cotton wool 
from Father Christmas' Jeep. 

Christmas Eve really marked the commencement of 
jollifications, and a Grand Dance cwri Cabaret was the 
order of the evening. With " Lights Out " an hour later 
than usual, the sounds of happy celebration rang far into 
the night air-much to the unhappiness of the " chosen 
few" who constituted the Signals Guard, who were at 
least up early for breakfast next morning! The issue of 
" Gunfire" brought round by the " babitues " of the 
Sergeants' Mess on Christmas morning was bailed with 
delight by the youngsters of the Unit, whose first Christmas 
it was in the Army. 

The Merry 25th and 26th again saw t_he Unit justifying 
its reputation for " mucking in," but the crowning glory 
was the winning of the Mess Hall decoration competition 
by a small band of Signals who had " borrowed " every
thing from far and near that in the least resembled 
decorations. Congratulations to all those who took part 
in this decorative masterpiece and to the man who punched 
the holes in the paper streamers. A word of praise also 
for all the rooms, which took part in the Billet Competi
tion. Many variations of paper chains and Christmas trees 
were used. In fact, one abode reminded us of Epping 
Forest-so many evergreen branches were strewn around
we understand the occupants swear they saw fairies at the 
foot of the bed ! 

A splendid Christmas Day dinner was the delight of 
all who were lucky enough (?) not to be on leave at the 
time. Turkey, roast pork and all the trimmings were liberally 
washed down with sparkling champagne, and, for those 
who could still breathe through the bubbles in their noses, 
a couple of bottles of beer each were still to be imbibed. 
Much could be written of the variety of food enjoyed that 
day, and the next, but a word of thanks to the Cooks is 
perhaps a finer tribute-we forgive all their past errors 
even the " stingers." ' 

The Panto, which was to have been presented at this 
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time, was displaced by an even greater attraction, namely, 
to quote the poster, " A Sparkling Revue--' I Go For 
This ' Sketches, Songs, Melodrama, etc." Once again the 
Signals were well to the fore and, by kind permission of 
the whole cast, we enjoyed a most amusing and refreshing 
show. Good luck, lads, for your future adventures into 
show business. 

Another highlight, and one which gained the praise of 
all and sundry, was the publication of the bumper Christmas 
number of " Certobust," the Unit magazine. After many 
hour of feverish preparation, our five weeks' old " rag" 
blossom~d forth to issue a challenge to any· Unit who 
could do better. Needless to say this edition now holds an 
exalted position in the library of rare books at the British 
Museum. We repeat our last month's offer of exchanging 
magazines with other Signal Units--or are we the only 
Squadron who possess one worthy enough? We hope this 
sally will reward us with a copy of every Signals magazine 
at present in publication. 

Sports. In the realm of football we have had quite a 
successful month, winning 1-0 against 103 Provost 

c Company Royal Military Police and drawing 2-2 against 
10 L. of C. Workshops. Both matches were extremely 
bard fought games, in particular the former, when two of 
our first team were enjoying a spot of furlough. 

Our only other match was played . at Boostedt against 
854 Ammunition Depot where we won by 3 goals to 0. 
This being a friendly, we did not therefore gain any points 
to climb to the top of the league. Next month we hope 
will see us well on our way to carrying off the honours. 

Table tennis soared · into the news headlines when our 
potential Barna's and Leach's were victorious over a Camp 
five by 17 games to 8. The games were played in grand 
style by both teams, and the spectators who rose at an 
early hour, to wit 0900 hours on a Sunday morning, to 
watch the tournament, were well rewarded. 

To all our scattered friends of the Royal Signals we wish 
a happy and prosperous New Year and may 1948 be as 
fruitful to you as 1947 was to us. 

"ALFONY,, 

ROYAL SIGNALS OFFICERS' DINNER CLUB 

The Annual Corps Dinner will take place on Monday, 
31st May, 1948, at Simpson's Restaurant in the Strand, at 
7.0 for 7.30 o'clock. 

The number of persons who may attend this year has been 
limited by law to 100. It has therefore been decided to 
confine the dinner to subscribing members only of the Corps . 
Dinner Club. 

Dinner tickets: (Members) 15s. Dress: Uniform, dinner 
jacket or dress clothes. 

Tickets: Obtainable from Hon. Secretary, Royal Signals 
Officers' Dinner Club, Room 514a, Leconfield House, Curzon 
Street, London, W.1. 

Latest date for applications: 30th April, 1948. If over 
100 applications are received by 30th April a ballot will be 
held. 

* * * 
PUBLICATIONS RECEIVED 

We acknowledge with thanks receipt of the following 
publications: 

R.E.M.E., January, 1948. 
THE BoRDERERS' CHRONICLE, December, 1947. 
Sr. GEORGE'S GAZEITE, December, 1947. 
R.A._S.C. JOURNAL, December, 1947. 

CAITERICK EXPRESS, 20th December, 1947, and 3rd 
January, 1948. 
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Mount Fuji-Yama. Tokio. Japan 

Post-War Japan 
By SERGEA~T J. BA.H::\'"ES and SIG::\'".\.L"\JA~ L. J. FROST 

LIKE many Eastern countries, Japan bas r~ained som~
thing of an unknown quantity to the Englisbm~n until 

quite recently, and his impressions of Japanese life have 
undoubtedly been coloured and distorted by Hollywood 
film technique, in the broadest sense of the word. !he 
occupation of Japan, therefore, by a contingent of Brmsh 
forces has produced the salutory effect of shattering these 
nebulous and exotic illusions and of substituting in their 
place a far more genuine fascination based on personal 
experience. • 

Climatically Japan is quite similar to Western Europe, 
although the extremes of temperature are more Pi:>
nounced. In summer the heat is more intense, and m 
winter the countryside is often covered with considerable 
quantities of snow. Phenomena with which we are un
familiar in this country include typhoons, volcanoes and 
earthquakes, of which the last are by far the most impor
tant. They exercise a profound influence not only on the 
distribution of population and the method of constructing 
houses, but even on religious thought and popular super
stitions. 

Town life is full of contrasts. The broad clear street 
of the larger cities, alive with jostling crowds and 
ubiquitous rickshaws, are lined with modem earthquake
proof buildings. They possess this very necessary quality 
as the result of foundations ingeniously built on damp 
sub-soil. The narrow back streets, on the other hand, are 
reminiscent of Petticoat Lane or the bazaars of Calcutta 
and Suez, an unforgettable mi.xture of colour, noise and 
good humour. At night the theatre is the most popular 
form of relaxation, particularly variety shows and serious 
plays, although, stimulated by American influence, the 
Japanese film industry is now making a considerable con-
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tribution to the world of entertainment. Significantly 
enough, the favourite theme of the Japanese is family life. 

Economically, Japan has made a rapid recovery from the 
war. The towns contain very few beggars, and traders 
appear to be living in a secure shell of prospe:ity. Simi
larly agrarian conditions compare favourably with those of 
mosf Eastern countries. Agriculture is, however, not a 
lucrative profession, primarily because of the primitive 
methods and absence of machinery. The main crop is, 
of course, rice, grown on the terraced hillsides and watered 
by tortuous irrigation channels. In appearance the 
countryside again contains the familiar English features of 
allotment fields, wooded hillsides, and orchards, in which 
mandarin oranges and peaches grow with profusion. Japan 
is often known as " the land of the cherry blossom " : it 
is an ironic trick of nature that the cherry trees produce 
no cherries! The population is scattered, but each district 
and hamlet has its own mayor, who exercises powers of 
jurisdiction not unlike those of the Roman paterfamilias. 

The staple food of the average Japanese household is 
fish and rice, consumed with the assistance, or handicap, of 
chopsticks, and "lubricated" by water or green tea. .Co!'
trary to popular belief, the Japanese are not doctnrnure 
vegetarians, although in practice the prohibitive price of 

·meat makes anything but a vegetarian diet im,1racticable. 
The favourite drink on festival days is "sake," a type of 
rice whisky. Festivals, incidentally, occur very frequently, 
but the most important date in the Japanese calendar is 
1st January, when each individual celebrates his birthdar. 
Thus even a man who is born on 31st December 1s 
accounted one year older on the following day! As might 
be expected, their dress is very colourful, although in the 
cities national costume bas been discarded in favour of 
Westernised clothes. In the country the kimono is more 
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popular, wich a very curiou and highly praccical type of 
. hoe known a the "geca; designed specifically for walking 
aero · rough c untry. 

Religion, both hint"ism and Buddhi m plays a notable 
part in eYeryday lik. T he former i urrounded by an 
elaborate system of ritual and super titians, a fact which in 
no way detracts from the profound inceriry of Japane e 
belief. T heir redulity extends to the point of fortune
tellin<>, which takes place periodicaJ!y in the temples. The 
\'ictim shakes a box full of needles, one of which eventually 
fall, out of a small h ole. According to the number 
:.ramped on the needle, he then recei\·e a piece of paper on 
vhich i inscribed hi fortune. If it is favourable, he keeps 

it; if it is ad\'erse he hangs it on the holy tree in the temple 
garden in order that his future may be purified. The 
temple itself i guarded by the image of two mountain 
cat , one with an open mouth, to admit the good, and one 
with a closed mouth, to shut out the evil. Every house 
ha · its O\ ·n " torri," or Gate of Hea\'en, which is et apart 
as a brine. T he " torris " of Beppu and M iyajima are 
world-iamou '. 

In physical appearance the Japanese are of small stature 
lexcept for the Hairy Ainu in the orth), and their flat
feature:I faces reflect the simplicity which characterises 
their liYe . They are a poiite, trustful methodical and 
systematic people, regular in their habits and punctual in 
their appointments. At the same time, they are an 
extremely happy race, delighting in simple things. T heir 
art, especially poetry, draws its inspiration from nature, 
and from those wonderful facts of life which appeal to us 
so much in our childhood. Their anitude towards the 
Mikado has undergone a complete change, a change which 
is not entirely unconnected with the recent emancipation 
of women. Now that he has become more democratic in 

his habits and renounced his almost deified status, he is 
held in much higher e teem than before. The Japanese 
probably like the English as much a they like anyone, a 
leeling which is definitely reciprocated by the troops. 

As far as the military occupation of Japan is concerned 
B.C.O.F. (British Commonwealth Occupation Forces) i; 
an interesting experiment in the co-operation between 
Empire for es, an experiment which has proved an 
unqualified ucces . The B.C.0.F. zone includes Central 
and outhern Honshu and Shikoku, while the American 
sector consist of North-Eastern Honshu and Kyushu. 
The Royal ignal , Indian Signal Corps and Australian 
Signals are jointly engaged in the task of running com
munications. The Japane e switchboards and lines taken 
over at the beginning of the occupation, are quite ;eliable 
and Japane e mechanics who are often re ponsible fo; 
maintenance, have displayed an expert knowledge of the 
equipment. The p~culiar difficulties involved in servicing 
O/H cable routes m Japan have provided our engineers. 
with valuable experience. 

Welfare for the troops is of a remarkably high standard. 
B.A.F.S.V.s-British Armed Forces Special Vouchers-are 
usced_ a curren1~y .in milit~ry establishments, which usually 
contain an un.1m1ted vanety of Australian and Empire 
good~. Spo.rts of all_ kinds, including swimming, ski-ing 
and 1ce-skatmg, are given first priority by H.Q., B.C.O.F. 
Several leave hostels in the hills are open for troops in 
the summer . They provide condi tions of palatial luxury 
~nd. fa:od which ~ould delight anyone of epicurean 
mclinat10ns. T hus 1t is not difficult to see why Japan is 
among the mos.t POJ(ular of overseas stations, and why ex
B.C.O.F. men 1~ this country are pining with nostalgia
tbey are foregomg what was undoubtedly a magnificent 
life in a truly magnificent land. 

Au ssies see Tokio the easy way I 

so 
TH E WIRE, FEBRU ARY 194 8 

Other 
Overseas 

tat ion s 

No. :J. G.11.q. SIGNAL HEGDIE.XT 

Fayid 
December 

Warrant Officers' and Sergeants' Mess. By the end 
of the next two months, during which time several of our 
members will be leaving us, the Mess will be able to settle 
down a<> one of the more stable parts of the Regiment, 
due to the fact that it will then be almost entirely com
posed of competent " old timers." 

We extend our hearty welcome to our new R.S .M ., 
R.S.M. Rowbury, and hope that he will be happy amongst 
us. We might add that his moustache has been the envy 
of several other members who are aspirants to this decora
tion in its larger form. 

We deeply regret the departure on release of Sergeant 
Collier. Many and varied were the attempts made to 
persuade him to " sign on," but he was immovable, and 
so we lost an extremely competent Orderly Room Sergeant. 
Along with him we also lost that irrepressible and never
ending source of humour, Sergeant (Syd) Burnikell. ·we 
wish them both the very best of luck in " Civvy Street." 

We are soon to be deprived of much of t he company 
of our President, S.S.M. (Pip) Stone, whose wife will soon 
be arriving in Fayid. He now joins the company of 
R.S.M. Rowbury, R.Q.M.S. Willoughby and W.0.II 
Quartermain, all of whom are well established in married 
quarters. We are pleased to hear that Sergeant Usher has 
also been successful in obtaining a passage to Egypt for 
his wife. She is at present living in Alexandria. 

Another early departure is to be S.S.M. Cooper, who 
leaves us in a month's time, having completed his P ython 
tour, his second in the M iddle East. One of the most 
popular figures in the Regiment, we wish him the very 
best of luck upon his departure. 

In the darts tournament, which has been organised by 
the Warrant Officers' and Sergeants' Club, Fayid, the 
Mess team has acquitted itself well, and, thanks to the 
unerring aim of S.Q.M .S. Batte!! (captain), Sergeant 
Rogers, S.Q.M .S. Hulme, Sergeant James, S.Q.M.S. Cun
ningham, Sergeant Bowers, Sergeant Sheldrake and Staff
Sergeant Phillips (R.E.M.E. attached), is now in the final, 
when its opponents will be the neighbouring North Staffs. 

T he same success has, unfortunately, not been met with 
by the Mess table tennis team, which was severely thrashed 
by the Corporals' M ess team. We hope to get our revenge, 
however, by waiting for either the promotion of the 
Corporals' team or their release. 

The M ess dances, which are held once a month, are 
great successes, and are now considered by outside opinion 
to be the very best in the area. 

Sport. The present interest in sport in the Regiment is 
higher than at any time the present writer can recall in 
his two years of connection with it. 

THE WIRE, FEBRUARY 1948 

Our Unit football team, after an indifferent start, ha~ 
now pulled itself together and, for the rest of the season, 
promises to be a formidable side. The first sign of its 
powers -was shown when it defeated the present leaders of 
the league, since when it has remai ned unbeaten. The 
most pleasing factor about the Unit football is, however, 
the terrific keenness in the inter-Squadron games. 

The hockey situation also has its pleasing features. Due 
to the size of the Unit, we have been obliged to enter two 
sides in the area league, and as a result the strength of 
both of them has, to a certain extent, been depleted. The 
" A " team has not met with very much success, but this 
has been counter-balanced by the efforts of the "B " team, 
which is now well in the running for league honours. In 
addition to the league games, the Regiment has also played 
several friendly games, including one in which a com
bined side of the Regiment and the attached A.T.S. beat 
the combined side of the R.A.F. and W.A.A.F. from 107 
M.U. Other friendl ies have been a series of games against 
a local German P .O.W. side, which resulted in some excep
tionally good, clean games, in which honours rest even. 

T he Rugby team has not been as successful as in past 
years, and despite the efforts of Captain Sullivan, Lieu
tenant Henessey, S.Q.M.S. Wride and Staff-Sergeant 
Phillips, it has been found difficult to field a stable fifteen. 
The choice of players is not large but there is terrific keen
ness amongst the few enthusiasts. 

As there bas been no contribution from the Regiment 
to THE WIRE since the end of the cricket season, despite the 
fact that it is now well behind us, it is worthy of mention 
that the cricket eleven again attained the strength of previous 
years and was successful in winning the Canal South District 
League. 

"Ham" Club. The club was formed on 15th August, 
1947, and has a present membership of 30. T he president 
is Lieutenant R. G. Wakerley (MD5TS) and the vice
president Major K. E. S. Ellis (MD5KW). 

MD5TS has, during the last two months, contacted some 
60 countries. His transmitter line up is as follows: ML6, 
VFO, 807 Buffer Doubler driving into a single 814, giving 
50 wans into a three element, 10 metre Rotary Beam. 

MD5KW, probably better known as SUIKE or G5KW I 
Portable, is an old hand at the game and has put us on the 
right path by passing on the wealth of his e>.-perience to us 
beginners. 

Major McAnsh, MD5BU, bener known as XABU, has 
been with us for some time. He recently returned to the 
fold following a visit to Malta, and is gening restless once 
again. 

Other licensed members of the club are: MD5JH, Signal
man Head; MD5AM, Sergeant Rawlings, R.A.F.; MD5MK, 
Craftsman Mackay; MD5KH, Major Hinton, Royal Signals; 
MD5TB, Captain Bourdillon, Royal Signals. 

The Club's call sign is MD5AP, and the original trans
miner, -consisting of an ML6, VFO, and two PT 15's has 
been giving trouble and had to be abandoned altogether on 
CW. A new transminer has been built and recently 
insta!led-line up as follows : ML6, VFO; VT501 Buffer; 
807 Doubler Driver into two PTl 's, giving some 50 watts 
into a Zepp Aerial. The receiver is an AR77. 

The Club has just opened a QSL Bureau for incoming 
cards only, and we are awaiting the first batch of cards. 

Constructional work is being carried out by many 
members-mainly on receivers. MD5KH is modifying his 
BRO for 60 mc/ s working and reports good progress. 
MD5MK and MD5JH are building their own trans
mitters. 

The last Club meeting in October was a guest night. 
Two local R.A.F. "Hams," MD5AL and MD5PC, from 

51 



began the gn:at ::.en·c, followed b · all the enthu ia tic 
• ·o. 3 Fon:: , Broadcasting Unit, Kabrit. gaye u an 
intere ting account of their 14 mc/s working, and Major 
Connell, of A mara gave us all the grit! on activity in his 
part of the world . 

During the pat month, MD5K'\ ha been busy on 
6 metrei. and 1 to be congratulated on hi great succe s. 
He has been making many contacts with G, ZSI, ZS6, 
VQ2, PA and ha heard many signal~ from W. 

Great interest and enthusiasm has been shown by the 
club member , who are eagerly looking forward to increased 
activities in the future. 

PALESTINE f;O~IAND SIGNAL REGDIENT 

January 

The last issue of THE WIRE found u planning and 
awaiting both the Corps Band and the coming of Christ
mas. Both have now passed. The former regretfully, 
and the latter, with the heartfelt remark from the Messing 
Officer, "Thank heavens it only comes once a year." 

The Corps Band spent the greater part of December 
in one or another part of our scatJered Unit, giving several 
concerts, playing at dances, football matche and so on. 
Their visit was much appreciated by all ranks. 

Major-General C. M. F . White, c.B. O.B.E., D . . o., 
inspected all Squadrons of the Regiment and expressed 
satisfaction with the working of the Unit. 

No. 1 SQUADRO , SARAFAND. T he Squadron 
football team continues the struggle with other members 
of the Garrison League and now bolds . eighth position. 

The visit of the Corps Band · was the highlight of 
December. The Band, under the leadership of the Corps 
Director of J\,iusic, gave an excellent series of concerts in 
and around Sarafand. 

No. 2 SQUADRON, HAIFA. Several changes in per
sonnel have occurred through release. We were sorry to 
say goodbye to Corporals Atkinson and Hearn, Lance
Corporal Webb, Signalmen Staines, Fanning and Gilford, 
all of whom have rendered yeoman service to the Squad
ron. On the credit side we were pleased to welcome 
Captain (Tom) Goat to our midst to take charge of Work
shops Troop. 

Football and hockey are now in full swing. The 
Squadron bas so far played three games of hockey, losing 
two and \vinning one. Three games of football have been 
played, resulting in one win, one draw and one game lost. 

At 2200 hours on Saturday, 13th December, Pal North 
Military Exchange ceased to function after several years 
of good service. It bas been the major commitment of 
2 Squadron, and a tribute to the smooth service it has 
provided can be claimed from the fact that there have 
been few, if any, complaints. 

We regret to announce the death of Signalman Lack, of 
Pal North Troop, accidentally killed in late November. He 
was buried in Haifa Military Cemetery, the various messes 
and troops sending wreaths, while the pall bearers and 
firi g party were provided from Pal North Troop. 

~H.Q. AND No. 3 SQUADRON, JERUSALEM. 
Arrivals and departures in 3 Squadron have been so· 
numerous ~hat any attempt to chronicle them would pro
duce _notbmg more than a rather boring nominal roll. 
SuffiCtent now to say "Hail and Farewell." Mention must 
be J_Il8de, however, of Captain T. A Fairhurst, who left 
us m December o? Class " A " release, after filling the 
onerous role of Ad1utant over a very difficult period. His 
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place ha been taken by Captain L. R. Griffiths, late of 
1 Armoured Division . 

Christmas pa sed off with all the usual and unusual 
celebration . Chri~tmas morning saw Officers and Ser
geants in weird array battling fiercely in a sea of mud in 
what was de cribed as a comic football match. It was. 
An excellent Christmas dinner followed, served by the 
Officers, Warrant Officers and Sergeant . Our C.S.O., 
Brigadier Kennett, paid us a visit and was ob erved to be 
usefully employed opening beer bottles. The afternoon 
was spent qui~tly in Egyptian P.T. 

On Boxing Day a Donkey Derby and a Donkey Polo 
Match were held, the Officers winning the silver cup for 
the polo, so very kindly presented by themselves. In the 
evening, Tom Moffat, of Forces Broadcasting, entertained 
us and conducted a quiz, in which the Officers' and Ser
geants' team was soundly trounced by the superior guess
work of the O.R.s' team. 

Football. quadron H.Q. are top ·of the Inter-Troop 
League, having won all matches played. The Squadron 
team have, unfortunately, been knocked out of the East 
Palestine Sub-District Cup in the first round. 

Hockey. In the East Palestine Sub-District League we 
hold second position, the 1st Suffolk Regiment taking the 
lead on goal average only. 

TftlPOLITANIA SIGNAL SQUADRON 

December 
Officers' M ess. On the eve of Christmas the Command

ing Officer and Officers gave a Christmas party to the 
children of all married personnel within the Unit. Sincere 
thanks to all wives for the great help they rendered-the 
kiddies did really enjoy themselves so much. Our thanks 
also to a superb and very successful Father Christmas
Mr. Dawson, ex-Major Dawson, Royal Signals-who 
inspired confidence amongst the children and then from 
a multi-coloured illuminated Christmas tree handsomely 
distributed parcels of pleasure. 

It hardly need be recorded, I'm sure, that all adults 
present let their memories wander back along the path 
of the past to their own childhood days. In any case, 
they all did well pushing toy motor cars, spinning hum
ming tops and the like around and amongst the young 
and happy throng. The coming of darkness demanded 
the termination of the children's Christmas Eve. Thus 
they departed. 

Later, all married families, minus children, continued 
the festivities in the Officers' Mess. All had a most enjoy
able time. 

Christmas morning was spent Ascot style-a day at the 
races--for donkey racing was the main attraction. Much 
enthusiasm was shown by riders, but unfortunately the 
donkeys were in their usual form and frame of mind, 
~vin~ not been "A.B.C.A.D." beforehand by our educa
tionalist Corporal Bland on that persuasive pamphlet, 
"Incentives to Work." However, the morning was suc
cessful and gave all participants and spectators an appetite 
and thirst for Christmas " Big Eats." The bookies, Signal
men Newton and Rodenby, are now worrying the Orderly 
Roo_m for a vo~tional training course on bookmaking after 
~avmg run tbe1r book at a dead loss. "Too many spivs 
m Trip. Sigs.," they constantly mutter now. 

1300 hours. Scene: Dining Hall. Large rows of tables 
expectant _diners, a beautiful " air " of turkey and Christ~ 
mas puddmg, etc. The C.S.O. and C.O., Major Madeley, 
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waiters of the Officers' and Sergeant. ' Messes. It is said 
that both Messes were afterwards inundated with offers 
of jobs for members as Maitre D'Hotel and head waiters 
with any reputable eating house this side of Suez. Old 
Jimmy was certainly upheld-Cerra Cito and not a drop of 
gravy spilled. 

Afternoon came, and to many dreamland . . . 
Boxing Day brought along besides a beautiful day a 

fancy dress football match between Officers and Sergeants 
v. 0.R.s. 

Photograph hereunder tells its own story. 

Standing:. S.Q.M.S. (F. of S.) Knight, Corporal (Hon. 
Sergeant) Cantle, Sergeant Gilbert, Sergeant (Ali) Rogers, 
Lieutenant M. R. Potter. Sitting: S.S.M. (Wog) Wood. 

Result: Two teams with heads purged of fog and those 
little men with hammers and anvils ; much fun and an 
acquired thirst. 

Boxing evening was enjoyed by all, thus bringing the 
Yuletide festivities within the Squadron to a very enjoy
able conclusion. 

New Year crept in very quietly, no doubt due to the 
resolutions made after Chri&tmas. Still, everyone enjoyed 
and will remember a memorable Christmas spent with 
Trip. Sig. Squadron. 

Soccer. The Squadron soccer team is gradually creep
ing towards the peak of the league, having· won three out 
of their last four games. 

Hockey. Our team of sticks is also upholding the 
Squadron's prestige, having only lost one game out of 
seven. This loss was to a very gallant and good Battalion 
team of the 2nd Cbesbires, who departed from Tripoli 
with the memory of an excellent game. " The best we 
have had during our sojourn in this part of Africa," so 
many of them remarked. 

Arrivals. Ex-L.I.A.P., U.K., Lieutenant M. R. (Gillie) 
Potter, Corporal Christian. 

Departures. S.Q.M.S. Bert Harrington (Python), er
geant Bert Gilbert and wife (Python and release). 

GIBHALTAll SIGNAL SQUADRON 

January 

The strength of the Squadron is rapidly diminishing 
with the continual ebb of personnel returning to the U.K. 
for demobilisation; however, we are hoping that the Unit 
will have increased in numbers by the latter part of 
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January. Despite the fact that the Cmt 1s so. un~er
manned, a high standard of work has been r:iamtamed 
throughout the first months of winter, and the Lme Troop 
must be complimented for the efficiency of the tele-com
munication system of the Rock. 

Christmas was, on the whole, a great success, and follow
ing an excellent dinner, the result of much hard work on 
the part of Cooks Broadbent, Clark and Hartshorn, S.S.M. 
Bradbury proposed the health of the C.0. Captain Te~ry 
wished the Unit the compliments of the season. Dunng 
the meal Corporal Betts showed remarkable prowei.s as a 
waiter a~d appeared to be in a condition fit for the 
occasion. 

Lieutenant-Colonel and Mrs. Mcintosh pent Christmas 
in Tang°ier with their family, but the Colonel has since 
returned at the expiration of his leave. 

The Unit has not yet been fortunate in drawing a 
winning ticket of the Gibraltar Government Lottery, , even 
though a Unit Syndicate has been formed, purchasing a 
number of tickets on each occasion; nevertheless, hopes 
and expectations are still running high. 

The first of a series of organised trips to Spain was 
successfully carried out on Sunday, the 28th December, 
when 17 men of the Unit, accompanied by S.S.M. Brad
bury, visited Tarifa and Algeciras. All ·who went had a 
most enjoyable day and are anxiously awaiting future trips. 
This facility enables men to see the Spanish interior with 
a minimum of difficulty and cost and is consequently much 
appreciated. 

With the passing of Christmas we were sorry to lose 
five prominent members of the Unit, who proceeded home 
for Class " A" release, S.S.M. Spelman, Lance-Corporals 
Sharps and Cox and Signalmen Whitehouse and Crosby, 
all 64 group; they \¥ere probably as pleased to leave 
Gibraltar as we were loath to see them go. We wish them 
prosperity and good fortune as civilians in 1948. 

Football. The Unit has been less fortunate this season, 
but this may only be attnouted to the difficulties the team 
has bad to overcome. Of the eight matches played, the 
team has won only four, an anti-climax after last season's 
continual victories. This is obviously due to numerous 
changes and shortage of players and not to the spirit of 
the team, which is as high as ever. Perhaps our luck will 
change for the better with the next six matches to be 
played. 

Hockey. The hockey team has played well, winning 
three of six matches played. The loss of S.S.M. Spelman 
was a severe blow, as be was undoubtedly the team's out
standing player. Let us hope results \.vill continue to be 
favourable without his support. 
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Territorial 

Ar1ny 

• ·o. 2/20 .\R:JIY SIG~AL REGIMENT, T..A. 

ince our notes appeared in the December issue we have 
had a fairly busy time. · 

We arranged our third dance of the season on 22nd 
NoYember, at which 200 people made merry and enjoyed 
a first-clas evening. \Vie e\·en had a little over to swell 
our none too ample funds. Our nex't is due early in the 

ew Year. 
0 r training ha proceeded quire smoothly and the good 

anendances have been verY. gratifying. Up to now we have 
concentrared mainly on lectures, and we have endeavoured 
to be general in our talks and not roo technical, so that all 
ranks can be better acquainted with the considerable scope 
and duties of an Army Signal Regiment. 

On 18th December we had a visit from the Army Method 
of Instruction Demonstration Team, who gave an excellent 
performance both to ourselves and our honoured visitor, 
Brigadier R. H. R. Steward, c.B., C.B.E., o.s.o., M.C., A.D.C. 
(C.S.0., Eastern Command). Brigadier Steward inspected 
our Headquarters, and afterward in a chat to the C.O. and 
the Officers, gave us much useful advice and tips on future 
Signal polic . 

Our Wireless Squadron, consisting of two Medium Wire
less, two ~ireless Carrier, and one High Speed Troop, with 
S.S.M. Snckells as prime mover, bas rigged up a station 
and establishes communication daily with our sister Regi
ment, o. 1/10 Army Signal Regiment, T.A., at Birming
ham, and No. 49 Armoured Divisional Signal Re<>iment 
at Leeds. We ~re using a 33 set and they are usfng 19 
H.P.s. Transmissions have been fives either way R/T and 
C/'\I./. ' 

We should like to contacr other Units and we should 
be :pleased if anyone interested would get in touch with us, 
subiect, of course, ro the sanction of C.S.0.s concerned. 

Meanwhile we look forward to an intrustrious New Year 
and trust that during 1948 we hall have recruited eriough 
ex-~rps chaps to form the nucleus of a training team in 
readmess for the first ational Service Intake into the T.A. 

. ·o. l/20 ARMY SIGNAL HEGDIENT T.A. 

An exchange of New Year greetings between the Quarter
maste~ of ~o. 1/20 and No. 2/20 Army Signal Regiments 
T.A. vza radio only goes. to show that, etc., etc.-ii yo.J see 
wi:iat we mean. It ~rta~y proves something, as the driver 
said when ~e left his phers on the tenninals of the Jeep 
banery all mght. · 

One. of our quite promising recruits, Signalman J. 
McGuire, dumped all his kit on the Quartermaster's door
step on New Year's Day and announced that he had joined 
the Regular ~rmy. We wish him the best of luck, but 
at the same time we do hope that this is not the start o< 
that "Ten Little Nigger Boys" nonsense. Our ventur~ 
into the world of entertainment on Boxing Day with a 
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Grand Dance was a succe s. We are emboldened ('ark at 
me) to run a series of monthly dances for the Unit on the 
last aturday in every month. Why not call in and see 
us? We hope to make ourselves better known to the 
local youth. 

The large shabby stage has at last been demolished, and 
a new modern-style platform, designed by Captain T. W. 
Baynes has been erected at the opposite end of the Drill 
Hall by T.A. personnel. Foreman, Sergeant Docker. 
Fluorescent lighting is by E. C. Warrilow, contractor and 
recent recruit, who is familiar with these premises from his 
48th Divisional Signals days. A new band is to be tried 
out on 31st January. They'd better be good. 

Training, of course, goes ahead strongly. We are in 
po session of a 53 station, Nos. 19 and 22 sets, teleprinters, 
carrier equipment, switchboards, telephones tools, vehicles 
and coloured chalk. We still require a lot more men to 
come and take an interest. We also need some R.E.M.E. 
types to form the L.A.D. 

All this alleged talk about being "browned off" with 
the Service is just a lot of hooey. The truth of it is: (a) 
Petticoat influence, and (b) a considerable doubt as to 
whether the recruit will be able to afford a week or more 
at camp. We .can only hope that the former will be over
come when a few ladies have spent a pleasant Sunday 
evening in our Recreation Room at Cateswell House, whilst 
(b) depends largely on the attitude to be adopted by civilian 
firms and municipal authorities . . If the week or formight 
camp is to be regarded as the annual holiday with pay: 
then it is tough luck on mother and nippers. That it will 
all come out right in the end we have no doubt, but 
judging by past experience the "end" is always so very 
near the end that there is a mad rush to catch up. Don't 
you just love these clear and concise sentences? We will 
publish Part II orders again next month. Meanwhile, a 
welcome to Captain G. F. Hoe, who has started a Field 
Security Section with commendable secrecy and invisible 
men. 

"BARLEUX" 

~o. 63 n.q. SIGNAL llEGIMENT T.A. 

Christmas and New Year festivities being over and offices 
only just having got down to work again, news is scanty. 
But we_ are not altogethe~ defeated, as surprisingly enough 
we agam have some family news to report. We wish to 
congratulate S.S.M. and Mrs. Drake on the birth of a 
daug~ter, Rosemary, born at Tidworth Military Families' 
~osp1tal on New Year's Eve. The family Messing strength 
1s now five. Though this is the second month in succes
sion in which we have reported a birth, let me hasten to 
assure all readers that this will not be a permanently monthly 
feature of our Regimental Notes. 

We hope to give some details of training activities m 
the next issue. 

" SIXTY-THREE " 

No. 10 AIR SUPPORT SIGNALS UNIT (T.A.), 
EASTLEIGH, HANTS. From the training point of view 
December has been a quiet month. Much the same epithet 
would appear to apply to our building contractors, whose 
efforts to re-floor and re-decorate the Drill Hall are only 
revealed by the gradual increase in size of the piles of 
~bble bef_ore the front door. The rate of increase is only 
JUSt sufficient to prevent the appearance of a natural rock 
garden. 

However, we must be thankful that we still had the 
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use of the main hall for our New Year's Gala Ball which, 
socially and financially, proved a great success. Mr. Glasby, 
our private magician, produced Christmas trees, showers of 
balloons, a cabaret, and a Midnight Fairy. Who could ask 
for more? 

Major Hencher and his Method of Instruction Team came 
down from Catterick to provide us with a most amusing 
and instructive performance. For the occasion our numbers 
were swelled to more than sixty by contingents from No. 
535 Light A.A. Regiment, R.A., No. 100 A.G.R.A. Signal 
Squadron, and No. 25 (M.) A.A. Signal Squadron, the 
latter including about 25 A.T.S. 

The proceedings were enlivened by several sudden deaths, 
the first of which was so realistic that it almost became 
necessary to administer first-aid to some of the female 
elem0 nts in the audience, one of whom had already been 
reduced to tears by an over-brutal instructor. However, 
by the end of the performance we could all face disaster 
with a smile, and, after receiving restoratives in the Can
teen, were even able to trip the light fantastic to the strains 
of some instructional music on the gramophone. 

On the night preceding the show, Sergeants Payne and 
Shield· had elected to sleep in the Drill Hall, blissfully 
un'.lw;ire that it was a training evening for the Girls' 
Training Corps. We understand that a good time was had 
by all. 

Our thanks are due to Major Hencher and his Thespian 
Team for a grand show, and we look forward to seeing 
them again very soon. 

We have had our first hockey match against a scratch 
team from University College, Southampton, and, to our 
surprise and joy, beat them. Now we are going to get down 
to it ill earnest. I hasten to add that the same, of course, 
applies to training. 

" ASSULIKET " 

42nd (LANCASDIRE) I.NFANTllY DIVISIONAL 
SIGNAL REGIIUENT, T.A. 

The main event this month was a dinner held in the 
Officers' Mess on 7th January, to which the following 
guests were invited: Brigadier \Y/. 0. Bowen, c.B., C.B.E., 
M.I.E.E., C.S.O. Western Command, Colonel T. Blather
wick, C.B., D.S.O., M.C., T.D., D.L., A.D.C., J.P., chairman, East 
Lancashire Territorial and Auxiliary Forces Association 
Colonel J. B. Coates, o.R.E., M.C., secretary, East Lancashire 
Territorial and Auxiliary Forces Association, and Major 
D. Coatesworth, M.B.E., B. c., A.M.I.E.E., A.M.C.T., who i 
on a course at Manchester University. Lieutenant-General 
Sir Brian Horrocks, K.B.E., C.B., o.s.o., M.C., G.O.C.-in-C. 
Western Command, Major-General G. C. Evans, C.B., 
C.B.E., o.s.o., G.O.C., 42nd (Lanca hire) Infantry Division, 
T.A., and Colonel W. S Ashley, O.B.E., T.D., our Honorary 
Colonel, were also invited, but were unavoidable prevented 
from attending. Their places were taken by Brigadier 
F. J. Mitchell, c.a:E., M.c., officiating G.O.C., 42nd (Lanca
shire) Infantry Division, T.A., and Brigadier G. W. P. N. 
Burden, o.s.o .. Commander !27th Infantry Brig"lde, T.A. 
His Worship the Mayor of Stretford, Councillor E. Forbes, 
J.P., was also invited, but owing to a Town Coun ii meet
ing, he was only able to partake in the festivities after the 
dinner. Everyone enjoyed themselves, but the menu for 
the dinner is strictly confidential! 

Welcome additions to our Permanent Staff in October 
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and November were S.Q.M .. (Foreman of Signals) J. U. 
Wolfenden, Sergeant \X·. P. Scott and Corporal G. Harri
son, who form O'..lr workshops staff. They proved very 
useful during the extensive preparations necessarily made 
tor the first dance held in the Drill Hall since the floor 
was smoothed and polished; it was held on 20th Decem
ber by tl:e Manchester Branch of the Royal Signals Asso
ciation and was a great success, over 400 people attending. 
It is hoped that this will be the forerunner of many more 
social events to be held by the Branch and the Unit 

:\'"o. 15 .\ •. ~. (:JI) SIG:\'"AL REGDIE~T. T.A. 

R.H.Q. AND No. 37 SQUADRON (LEEDS).-A New 
Year's Eve party was held in the O.R.s' canteen at Gibral
tar Barracks by R.H.Q. and 37 Squadron. A large majority 
of the members of the Unit attended with their wives, 
husbands, boy friends, girl friends. 

Thanks are due to the members of the Entertainments 
Committee, who most certainly made the party a success. 

Congratulations. Our congratulations are extended to 
Lance-Corporal B. Corry, A.T.S., of R.H.W. Staff, and 
Corporal R. Templeton, Royal Signals, 49 Armoured 
Division Signal Regiment, T.A., on the occasion of their 
engagemen•. 

38 SQUADRON (ROTHERHAM). The first annual 
dinner of 38 Squadron, held in the canteen of the Fitz
william Road Drill Hall on 15th December, 1947, was a 
grand affair. 

The guests included the C.0., Adjutant and A.T.S. 
Junior Commander. All the Christmas fare was provided 
by Squadron personnel, and the menu included such items 

Members of No. 38 A.A. ( M.) Signal Squadren , T.A .. ot Technical Tra1nins. 
(Th~ O.C., Captain J Kilner, Royal Signals (T.A.), at the "printer""). 

as "Poulets aux Marche oir" and "Auxil;ary Pudding.' 
About 30 soldiers and A.T.S. .vere present at the dinner 
and wives and sweetheart were invitej to the social a ~ter
wards. Will Major H. J. Funnell, Royal ignals (Jackee), 
believed to be in Palestine, forward present address to 
Captain J. Kilner, c/o 3 A.A. (M.) ignal quadron, 
T.A., the Drill Hall, Fitzwilliam Road, Rotherham, Yorks, 
for news oi" pre _nr wh:r::about of memb::rs oi 4 G.H.Q. 

ignals, Baghdad. 
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43rd 'E SIEX) INFANTRY DIVISIONAL 

SIG. 'AL REGIMENT, T.A. 

REGIMENTAL l.Q. AND H.Q. QUADRON. The 
fe tivitie of Chri tmas and the Ne Year ha\'ing been left 
behind, the lJnit a· a whole is settling down in earnest 
to its training programme, and it is hoped that in the near 
future all our ex- ignals personnel will be again holding 
their trade ratings. 

Among t the Christma festivities of the nit prior place 
must go to No. 1 quadron at E.xeter, who on Saturday, 
20th December, 1947, held a Christmas Party for the 
children of their T.A. personnel. Wives, f course, were 
invited and from all accounts the elder-S enjoyed themselves 
a much a the kiddie . Amongst the attractions were a 
Grand Tea Fight, and a film show given by the Adjutant 
(Captain J. C. Clinch, Royal Signals). fa-per onnel of 
Guards Armoured Divisional Signals please note that 
"Liberation of Bru els" directed and produced by Captain 
J. C. Clinch was NOT repeat NOT shown. Father 
Christmas was wirelessed for-Signals again produced the 
goods, and the father of all Yuletide celebrations arrived 
and distributed presents from his ever-full s3ck. 

On New Year's Eve, No. 1 Squadron held another Ball 
which, notwithstanding the poor weather, was very well 
attended. At a few minutes to midnight, 1947 (repre
sented by the old man and his scythe) was, on the stroke 
of midnight, driven out by the A.C.F. Bugle Band which 
was, of course, the signal for the usual New Year greetings. 

On Saturday, 10th January, 1948, our No. 2 Squadron, 
Bridgwater, he.Id another Dance, which was extremely well 
attended and an unqualified success. 

The Royal Signals Method of Instruction Team visited us 
and gave t~o grand shows on Monday, 12th January, 1948, 
at Exeter, and Tuesday, 13th January, 1948, at Taunton. 
This team, composed of Major W. R. G. Rencher, Royal 
Signals, Sergeant (Wangle) Payne and Sergeant (Jock) 
Shields, certainly demonstrated how NOT to instruct. 
Major Rencher, after taking the part of an extremely bad 
Sergeant Instructor, ably assisted by Sergeant (Jock) Shields 
as the more than dumb Signalman and Sergeant (Wangle) 
Payne as the Officer we pray never to meet, gave us all a 
short resume of the sketch, pointing out the bad method of 
instruction. Two films completed the show. We feel 
indebted to the Royal Signals Method of Instruction Team 
for .~ving us a good show, and look forward to receiving 
a visit from them again. Their help in pointing out the 
"Method of Instruction" to us will be of great assistance 
both now and in the future. 

Since our last contribution, a change has taken place in 
?~r Permanent Staff, Sergeant V. Sampson has left us to 
1010 No. 23 Corps Signal Regiment, T.A. and in his place 
w~ now have Sergeant (Tim) Taylor, from No. 15 A.A. (M.) 
Signal Regiment, T.A. 

. New Year greetin~s to ex-P.S.I.s of this Unit, R.S.M. 
Dave) Parks, now with No. 11 (M.) Signal Regiment, T.A., 

Sergeant J. Noble with No. 89 A.G.R.A. (Fd.) Signal 
9uadron, and Sergeant V. Sampson with No. 23 Corps 

Signal Regiment, T.A. -

No. 3 SQUADRON, TORQUAY, DEVON. Our Unit 
Dance at the Spa in October, 1947, was a very good one 
from all ac~ounts, but accidents will happen in the best 
regulated c1rcles, and the spirits of Unit members were 
wm~hat damped. Anyway, it was an ambitious start and 
paid its way comfortably, so one day we'll have another. 

On 3rd ~ovem~r last, practically all the Squadron 
members paid a v1s1t to the local G.P.O. automatic ex-
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change and trunks switchboard room. Thanks to the 
G.P.O. staff, we all had a very enjoyable and informative 
time. I think the trip was an eye-opener to all, and with 
the instructive talks by G.P.O. engineer i/c the automatic 
exchange and the help of a large number of switchboard 
operators on the trunks boards, who got hold of us indi
vidually and gave us the works, we were very, sorry to leave, 
even to go for a drink. We are all very grateful to the 
chief engineer for arranging the trip for us and to the 
staff for their hearty greeting and very pleasant evening. 
In return it seems the best we can do is to wish them all 
a very prosperous New Year (especially with their penny 
points pools). 

To-night is our Bounty Night, so we have reached a 
milestone in our career, and in the corning year we hope 
both to enjoy ourselves and work steadily through Colonel 
Frith's training programme for Signals of the South-West. 

"TOPPER ' 

SIGNAL REPORTING HEGDIENT, T.A. 

The Regiment closed down for three weeks or so over 
the festive season to enable the Permanent Cadre to take 
what remains of their end-of-war leave, etc. Consequently 
there is not much activity to relate. 

On 15th December we challenged the Old Comrades' 
Association to a games tournament. Although this was our 
first tournament in which we played as teams, a very 
creditable performance was given, in which we succeeded 
in .winning the darts championship (despite the threat by 
the C.0. to revert S.S .M. Lloyd to Lance-Corporal if he 
did not get the darts on the board), though the final result 
of the tournament is rather in doubt, due to the hilarious
ness of the latter part of the evening. Photograph taken 
during the evening is reproduced. 

On 18th December we had an all ranks social evening 
in the canteen, which had been given a very festive 
appearance by the decorations put up by S.S.M. Lloyd 

and a band of helpers. The evening was very gay with 
dancing, musical chairs and other frivolities, providing 
amusement for all who came. There were pleasant sur
prises ·when four promotions to Corporal and four to 
Lance-Corporal were announced. 

~~w we are back at work again and are carrying out 
trammg every Wednesday evening. We hope to see some 
more old Signals fellows along in the future. You will all 
be welcome. 
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SPORTS 
NOTES 

Bagby 
On 6th December, in wet weather, Royal Signals (Cat

terick) met Roundhay in the fifth round of the Yorkshire 
Cup. Royal Signals were without several of their usual 
players, including Officer-Cadet Glynn Davies, who was 
playing in a Welsh Trial, and a strenuous game in con
ditions which made handling difficult ended in a draw of 
thr points all. The re-play takes place at Roundhay on 
24th January, 1948. 

On 10th December, Royal Signals (Catterick) travelled 
to L ondon and proved far too good for St. Bartholomew's 
Hospital, winning by 50 points to six. The game was 
pla ·ed in fine weather and the fast, dry ground suited our 
back~, who combined splendidly. Signalman J. Hall hooked 
well, and the Signals' play was of a high standard. Officer
Cadet Glynn Davies was in brilliant form and scored five 
trie , while T. G. H. Jackson scored three tries. 

On 12th December, Headingley were the visitors to 
Catterick, and this leading Yorkshire club was defeated 
by nine points to eight in a close game which developed 
into a forward struggle in the wet weather. 

The Corps match v. R.E.M.E. was played at Arborfield, 
Reading, on 17th December, 1947, and Signals won by 
13 points to 10. Corporal Goddard (2) and Second
Lieutenant Williams (1) scored tries for us, one of which 
was converted by Sergeant Parffitt. Owen Jones was 
prominent for R.E.M.E., scoring a try and kicking two goals. 

Royal Signals (Catterick) played Glasgow University, at 
Glasgow, on 20th December, and the Press were unanimous 

ARMY CUP SEMI-FINAL 
( S.T.C. v. O .C.T. U. and S.O.S.) 

A line.out 
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ARMY CUP SEMI-FINAL 
(S.T.C. v. O.C.T. U. and S.0 .S.) 

Sergeant Parffitt kids a penalty goal for S.T.C. 

in thinking Glasgow University were lucky to draw. Cor
poral Evans scored for Signals in the first half in reply 
to a penalty goal for Varsity, kicked by Ferguson. In the 
second half, Signals had all the better of the game, but the 
Varsity defence held out until Froggett cut through from 
the halfway line and scored a try under the posts. Ser
geant Parffitt unaccountably failed to convert. An isolated 
raid by the Varsity resulted in Macintosh scoring an 
unconverted try in the last minute to level the scores. 

The last eight clubs of those who started playing from 
the beginning in the Yorkshire Cup Competition were 
drawn against each other to play for the Yorkshire Shield, 
and Royal Signals (Catterick) found themselves drawn to 
play Sheffield, at heffield, on 3rd January. Ro •al Signals, 
who had been "tipped" a favourites by the Sports 
Chronicle, for both the Yorkshire Shield and Yorkshire Cup 
Competitions, were unexpectedly beaten three- IX in a 
muddy game. 

One of the best games ever seen at Catterick was that 
when S.T.C. played O.C.T.U.-School of Signals in the 
Semi-Final (Home Commands) of the Army Cup on 12th 
January. The score was opened by Sergeant Parffitt kick
ing a penalty goal for S.T.C. from near the touchline, and 
soon after some quick following up by Rees, after a kick 
ahead by Froggett, increased the score to 8-0 in favour 
of S.T.C. A good forward rush by O.C.T. . took play 
to the corner flag, where Officer-Cadet Huntley dived over 
for a try. A few minutes later Major Geary, picking up 
after a loose s rum scored near the posts. Officer-Cadet 
Taylor converted. 0.C.T.U. took the lead when Major 
Hamersley scored an unconverted try, and at half-time 
0.C.T.U. led 11-8. After change of ends with the wind 
behind them, S.T.C. showed their uperiority, and O.C.T.U. 
were seldom out of their own half. Second-Lieutenant 
William (2) and Corporal Rawson (1 ) scored tries, neither 
of which were converted, and Signalman Froggett dropped 
a neat goal, leaving S.T.C. winners by 21 points to 11 in 
a hard, clean and well-fought game. The game wa 
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haracterised by great keennes and much good play on 
both ides. P0 rhaps most prominent for O.C.T.U. were 
Officer-Cadet Huntley, Officer-Cadet Wheeler and Major 
Geary among the forwards, and Captain Fairman, who 
played well at back. Officer-Cadet Glynn Davie and 
Officer-Cadet spinall w 'l.! closely marked and never got 
far. For S.T.C. Sergeant Parffitt played a fine game at 
full-back. Corporal haw was the best of a clever three
quarter line, and ignalman Froggett's kicking was a feature 
of the game and his dropped goal a neat effort. Among 
the forward , ignalman J. Hall hooked very well and got 
the ball from most of the crums, and Corporal Rawson, 

ignalman Broderick Corporal Goddard and Major Rown
tree were often prominent. Second-Lieutenant William 
led the S.T.C. well. and their rushes severe! tested the 
O.C.T.U. defence. 

The record of Rugby matches played to date by Royal 
ignals (Catterick) is as follows: 

Played 
16 

Won 
ll 

Drawn 
2 

Lost 
3 

Points 
For Against 
311 86 

OFFICER-CADET N. M. HALL 
(Royal Signals and England) 

Great sympathy is felt for Officer-Cadet N. M. Hall 
(Royal Signals and England). Signalman Hall (as he then 
was) was playing for No. 6 Training Regiment v. No. l 
Trairiing Regiment in a Catterick Garrison Cup match, and 
during the course of the game the ball hit him in the eye. 
Hall experienced only momentary inconvenience, which 
neither he nor anyone else paid any attention to, and, in 
fact, it was not until some eight or nine weeks afterwards 
that Hall felt that his sight was not as good as it should 
be. He bad meanwhile, captained Yorkshire in their 
successful game against Lancashire, and had scored 14 points 
himself in the final trial, England v . The Rest (20th Decem
ber), w~ch naturally ensured his selection for England v. 
Australians. Unfortunately, a week before this match an 
examination by a pecialist revealed serious trouble and an 
oi:;eration on the eye has been performed. Hall has been 
having a very trying time with both eyes bandaged for 
weeks, and everyone will wish him a complete and speedy 
recovery. 

Hockey 

Royal Signals (Caltehck) v. Old Watsonians, at Edinburgh 
The Royal Signals (Catterick) Team made its first visit 

to Scotland in search of fresh honours . on 10th January. 
The ev~~ was heralded in the Scottish evening papers as 

The VIS!t of the all-conquering team from South of the 
Border "-a compliment viewed with some misgiving, it 

0o YOU belong to the 

Signals Association? 

If not . 

JOIN NOW! 

58 

being knowi;i that the \Xlatsonians have a very strong eleven 
and were, to us, something of an unknown quantity. One 
and all, however, were determined to leave their mark 
behind. 

The game wa full of interest from the start, although on 
the rather heavy ground the Signals team took some little 
while to settle down. Play was even throughout the first 
half, the Watsonians scoring first through their inside-left 
after a spell of heavy pressure on their part.· This setback 
appeared to put fresh life into the Signals' team, and an 
equali er quickly followed, scored by Lieutenant Lines. 
Half-time came with the core still 1-1. 

The opening of the second half wa disastrous to the 
Signals team: the Watsonians pressed heavily and were 
soon two goal in the lead, the goals being scored within 
five minutes of each other. · This reverse stimulated the 
visiting team, who from then to the end of the game exerted 
pressure, goals being scored by Major Evans and Lieutenant 
Smith. The final result was 3-3. 

In the evening the Signals' team had a thoroughly enjoy
able time as guests of honour of the Old Watsonians. Dinner 
was followed by impromptu entertainments and a sing
song, the evening being rounded off with " Auld Lang 
Syne " and the Army way of showing appreciation-" For 
they are Jolly Good Fellows," followed by three lusty cheers 
for the Old Wat onians. The Signals team unanimously 
declared the visit to be "a right royal week-end." 

The Signals team was as follows : Sergeant Morris, 
Captain Parkinson, Sergeant Weeks, Officer-Cadet Ashworth, 
Corporal Gibbons, Captain Gordon, Corporal Urquhart, 
Signalman Taylor, Lieutenant Smith, Major Evans (captain), 
and Lieutenant Lines. Reserve, Corporal Leach. Umpire, 
Captain Barton. 

* * * 
B.A.0.R REPRESENTATIVE TEAMS 

Royal Signals in B.A.0.R were represented by one hockey 
and two Rugger players in the B.A.O.R Teams which 
visited the U.K. during December, 1947. 

Lieutenant-Colonel J. E. S. Sanders, S.X. Branch, H.Q., 
B.A.O.R, was one of fourteen hockey players who made 
the tour, and he played against Aldershot Services and the 
U.K. Army. B.A.O.R. beat the RM.A. Sandhurst 9--0, 
drew with Aldershot Services 4--4, and lost to the U.K. 
Army 0-3. 

Second-Lieutenant T. E. Richardson, No. 2 Divisional 
Signal Regiment, and Lance-Corporal Vater, No. 1 Wireless 
Regiment, were among the nineteen Rugger players who 
visited the U.K. with the B.A.0.R Rugger team. They 
played in both games, one against the U.K. Army, who 
won 17-11, and the other against the RM.A. Sandhurst, 
who won 17-3. 

Your military service will come to an end one day 

and you may then need help 

Ask your unit representative for further details 
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THE SIGNALS ASSOCIATION OF 

THE ROY AL CORPS OF SIGNALS 

Headquarters: 88 Eccleston Square, London, S.W.I 
(Tel.: Victoria 9194) 

During the month of December, 1947, 75 appeals were 
dealt with, the expenditure amounting to £406 13s. 6d. 

Benevolent Fund 
Donations Received for the Fund 

£ s. d. 
Headquarters, British Forces, India and 

Pakistan 
Eighth Army Signal Regiment .. . 
18th L. of C. ignal Regiment .. . 
lnd Independent Squadron, Air For

mation Signals, C.M.F .... 
War Office Signal Regiment 
Tham Estuary and East Anglian Coast 

Troop 
Kent Coast Troop 

o. 67 Wing Signal Troop 
Colombo Warrant Officers' and ~er

geants' Mess 
Birmingham Branch, Royal Signals 

Association 
Liverpool Branch, Royal Signals Asso-

ciation 
Army Benevolent Fund ... 
Mrs. Walker 
C.Q.M.S. J. H. Fish 
Mrs. K. WakeHng 
Mr. D. Bewick 
Mr. J. Harfield 
No. 1 Depot Regiment (Sale of Kits) 
Headquarters Collection Boxes 

197 2 4 
10 0 0 

413 3 9 

75 14 6 
10 10 7 

1 2 0 
3 18 5 

1 0 

26 0 0 

10 10 0 

10 0 0 
2,000 0 0 

10 0 0 
1 8 0 

5 0 
10 0 

5 0 
1 7 0 
3 16 8 

Total Receipts £2,776 14 3 

Summary of Grants 

Purpose 
General Assistance 
Rent, Rates and Insurance 
Cots and Prams ... 
Beds and Bedding 
Furniture 
Cl thing ... 
Hospital and Doctors' Bills 
Fares 
Spectacles and Surgical Ap-

pliances 
Funerals ... 
Removals 
Rehabilitation 
Dentist's Bills 
Tools 
Chelsea Pensioner (Christmas 

grant) 

Totals 

Analysis 

Disbursed 

No. of 
Cases 

25 
4 
9 
3 
5 
5 

10 
2 

3 
1 
2 
3 
1 
1 

1 

75 

Amount 
£ d. 

116 0 0 
17 0 0 
49 0 0 
16 0 0 
28 10 0 
22 0 0 
60 11 0 
13 0 0 

14 12 6 
13 0 0 

6 10 0 
45 0 0 

2 0 0 
2 10 0 

0 0 

£406 13 6 

Discharged or released soldiers, 48; families of soldiers 
serving in U.K., 15; widows of deceased soldiers, 12. 
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Old Comrades' Association 
New members registered during the month of December, 

1947: 
Life members 
Annual members 

41 
69 

Signals Association 

Branch Notes 

Birmingham 

Brigadier E. A. James, o.B.E., T.D., D.L., was with us 
again and took his usual place in the " chair" on Thursday, 
1st January. This was the meeting held over from Thurs
day, 25th December, which, for a reason no one is prepared 
to reveal, was considered a most unsuitable day for the 
discussion of Branch affairs. Talking about affairs, all ours 
an:: in a very satisfactory state, thanks to Captain Iron
monger and bis efficient helpers. They are likely to stay 
that way so long as Ralph remains on the job and the 
present Committee agree to carry on for a further term. 
There is still time for me to remind you once more that 
the annual meeting will take place in the Crown Hotel, 
Broad Street, on Thursday, 26th February, at 7 p.m. 

One subject that came up for discussion concerned the 
regrettab!e absence of a detachment of the Birmingham 
Branch from the Memorial Service held at the Hall of 
Memory on 9th November. It was firmly resolved that 
the Branch would be well represented in November, 1948. 

Unlike the man in the radio programme, I do not make 
deliberate mistakes. It just comes natural with me. In 
the December WIRE I told you about a mythical Vic King, 
who went to Canada. Take your scissors and cut it all 
out. No, not those, silly; they're mother's. This is the 
"gen." Messrs. V. D. Key and F. T. Eccles sailed on 28th 
October (I think) for Canada. They arrived safely and 
are now in a lumber camp chopping down trees as fast as 
they can. We wish them the best of luck, and would like 
to ask how their blisters are getting on. My apologies. A 
disappointing absence of T.A. members was referred to 
when the Branch meeting at Cateswell House in December 
was discussed. This meeting was very pleasant and quite 
well attended, and it was felt that a little closer contact 
with the T.A. members would have resulted in a recruit or 
two for the Signal Unit. Mr. Les Robson continues 
his good work finding jobs for ex-Service men. He includes 
152 ex-Signals placed in the right employment during the 
past year. 

There is room for a few more members in the Crown 
Hotel on the last Thursday in the month. Make an effort, 
chaps. 

"BARLEUX" 

Glasgow 
Greetings to all serving and e,'(-member of Royal Signals 

from the Glasgow Branch of the O .C.A. 
We are still increasing our membership and have now a 

total of 569 members. The Branch is greatly indebted to 
the local T.A. Association and to the Officer Commanding 
No. 50 L. of C. Signals for the use of a hut, which we 
intend to utilise as club premises. This concession is 
appreciated, and no doubt will allow our ecretary and 
Chairman to be in closer contact with personnel of the 
Branch. 

Despite our difficulties we still maintain our social fe -
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tivitie , and we held a very succe ful dance at 21 Jardine 
treet on 14th ovember, 1947. This was followed by a 

re-union dinner held by members of G.H.Q. Signal , ex
Supplementary Reserve. In attendance were three 
ex-Commanding Officers of th1 Unit-Brigadier-General 
Harris. who came from Edinburgh for th occa~ion ; Lieu
tenant~ olonel G. W. Cumming, who commanded the Unit 
in France during the war, and Lieutenant-Colonel J. W. 
Robert on, who commanded us in the days before we were 
mechanised. We were also honoured by the presence at 
the dinner of Lieutenant-Colonel T. M . Niven, Chairman 
of Gia gow Old Comrades' Association. 

In our next notes for THE WIRE we hope to give all 
intere tc:d :.ome news a to the development of our Club. 
Until then, " Cheerio for the noo " to all Signals. 

If these hort note should catch the eye of any ex-Royal 
Signals members in Glasgow or district, again we tender 
a hearty welcome to join us in our efforts to maintain that 
friendly comradeship which existed during our Service days. 

Bristol 

The Bristol Branch of the Royal Signals Old Comrades 
Association held an extraordinary general meeting at the ew 
Drill H all, Horfield, Bristol, on T hursday, 18th December, 
1947, followed by a social evening. 

The following officers were elected : Chairman, D. G. 
Hamlin; vice-chairman, J . S. Hill; hon. secretary, A. S. 
Wallen ; assistant hon. secretary, J . Righton ; hon. treasurer, 
E. A. Randell ; committee, D . P . J. Holbrook, B. E. Barr and 
L. R. Jenkins. 

The Secretary's address is : 47 Chester Park Road, F ish
ponds, Bristol. 

You are amtnt1ous but . .. 

Are you promotable? 
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Let this Free 108-page book show 
you the way to success and security 

Whether you LD\.Cl\d to rem.a.Jn lJl Ule Corp~ 01 
arc looking forward t0 "Civvy Street •• m •h• 
near fuwrc, you owe 1t to yourscll to bccom• 
tecluucaUy qualified and thu• be able to ccLep• 
higher pay and promotion. " E GINEER
ING OPPORTUNITIES •• may weu ue 1us1 
!he book you ncecL Among other mtensd} 
m tcresung matter, n contrun.s parucuJar-5 o r 
A .M.J . E .E., B.Sc., A .M.BRIT.J.R .E. 
CITY & G UILD S TELECOMMUNl CA
TIONS, G .P.O., A.M.l .MECH.E. and 
other 1mponan1 Engineering Exarrunations 
outlinc!t modem horr.1,c-srudy courses m aJi 
brancnes 01 Radio and Television (inclu d
ing Gen e r al Wir~less E ngineerin g, Radio 
Servicing, S ound Film rroiecuon , S h ort 
\\'.<t';'C, an d ~ F r eq uency EnaincerlllgJ, 
C1vll, M echanical, E lectrica l A u tomo
bile, Aeronauuca J an d 1-'rod u 'ctlon E n gi
n eering , E lec tr1c aJ a n d M echarucal 
Dra ug htsm anship , Matriculauon Cu ild
ing and Plastics, and e:xplams lhe 

1

advanta.gc,, 
of our Employmcn1 OepL 

W e definitely gual"antee 

"NO PASS-NO FEE" 
lt . you are d.out>UUJ o~ earrung ar 1casr Lio u week m 
~1v1 lian We or k!'C anx10U!f to secure promotion m the 

Corps, you cannot afforo to miss reading ·•ENGINEER
ING OPPORTUNITIES.'' 1t tells you cverythmg you 

want lO know. lO sc;cure your furure, and dcscribco many chance• 
Y°';I au~t cu1ly miss. In your . own 1m.crens, we adv1sc you to 
wnte • OW !or your copy ol t!U• enlio;htcning guide--FR EE. 

British Institute of Engineering Technology 
6 Shak e speare House 

17- 19 S tratford Pl ace, London , W .1 

In attendance f or 

Officers and Cadets of 

the Royal S ignals 11 

Clement H. Sunderland Ltd. 
Military Tailors and Complete 
Regimental Outfitters 

Market Place 
Richmond Yorks 
and at 
HIGH STREET, - ALDERSHOT 

and B ranchu 

Hud Ollicc : 

28 NORTH JOHN STREET, LIVERPOOL 

Crasters . • • 
MI LIT ARY TAILORS 
AND OUTFITTERS 

Supply all requisites for officers and 
other ran/ls of die lfoyal Signals 

• 
THE COR NEil, S D UTE llOA D, 

IUCUlUOND llOAD, CATTEHICK t.:AMP 

B A INBRll)GE & CO. 
for 

B A DG ES • B U TTO NS • CA P S 

Fttll Range of Goods in Stock 

Regimental Outfitters 

H A R K E T P I. A C E , R I C II M 0 N D 

(opp. King's H ead Hotel ) 
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BY APPGlHTHEHl 
._..., u.• •HU o-1mmo 

TAILORS TO 
OFFICERS 

of the 

ROYAL CORPS OF SIGNALS 

c/o RO BSON WOOD & Co. 

FI NKLE STREET, RICHMOND 

!London: SS Conduit St., W . I 
Aldershot: 47 High Street 

Birmingham: 11 Bennett's Hil 
Ascot : Bridge House 

LEMON 
HART 
RUM 

MASON & C Oa 
Boot and S liot• R evflir4! r.<1 

HAND-SEWN WORK A SPECIALITY 

Govcmment Co1111·actors for R epairs ca11·i~d 
out by Highly Skilled I'.cpairers. 

SDUTE ROAD AND llAQiieDA9 UNES 
CATTEBU CK (".~)}i:P 

TELEPHONE: CATTER I C K CAM P 112 
Branche : Darlington, Northaller/O;:. 

CATIERICK CAMP & RICHMOND (YORKS) 

Swale House Depositories 
FRENCHGATE, RICHMOND 

YORKS 

for Removals and Haulage 
PROMPT SERVICE GIVEN-ESTIMATES FREE 

Tel. No. Richmond 2125. Prop.: L. W. Blow 

H.J.FRA(!UET 

l Wholesale and R etail l 
T OB ACC O NIS T 

l\IC BM8 NB • ' ' OICKS 

Phone 2362 

Telephone : 32S8 Richmond Es tablished 1787 

CROFT, MARR AN D 
SMURTHWAITE 

Wine M erchants 

7 VICTORIA ROAD • RICD!UONB 
YORKS 

When in Darlington 

Shop at Jackson's 
Hig h Clas s Butch ers 
Game Dealers & Grocers 

63/64 SKINNEHGATE, D .\RLINGTON 
' Phone 29SS (2 lines) 

The above Advertise rs support our Magazine . Will our Readers please support them in return ? 
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.A Modern Banking 

Service for OHice1·s 

The Officer who maintains an account with 

Lloyds Bank, Cox's & King's Branch, at 6 Pall 

Mall, Official Army and Royal Air Force J\gents, 

enjoys many facilities beyond the receipt of pay 

and allowances. 

Arrangements can be made to cash cheques at 

any of the Bank's branches and agencies at home 

and abroad. The Indian and Burma branches can 

credit pay and allowances as they become due. 

The Bank will also, on request, deal with 

Officers' Income Tax, Retired Pay and Pensions 

and will furnish information on Insurance and 

the purchase and sale of stocks and shares. 

The Manager will be glad to open an account 

for Officers and discuss their financial problelllll 

with them. 

L.LOYDS BANK 
LIMITED 

(cox'a &.ND S:lNG'a BB~NCB) 

The above Advertisers support our Magazine. 

F. J. PARSONS LTD 

OBSERVER BIJli»tNGS RASTINGS 
ALSO A1' LOM'.OON, BJ?XlllLL, LllWl!S, ANl> SE,\fORD 
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Pri•MI in Gr .. t Britain by f . J . PARSONS LT ' ., ermyn treet, t. ames s, London, S.W .1. 

SERVICE NEWSPAPERS ~TD le~~:e H~u,., Norfolk Slreet, lo~do•. W .C.2, and " Ob .. rver" Buildings, Hastings, AdverliHment Agenl11 
• · • rmyn StrHI, St. Jomes I, Londo•, S.W.1. (Telephone Whitehall 2504). 
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All con·espondence and notes for 

" The Wire" should be addressed to: 

The Editor," The Wire," 88 Eccleston 

Square, London, S.W.1. 

Remittances should be made payable 

to : Royal Signals Association. Sub

scription rates (post free, except air 

mail): Twelve months, 10s.; single 

month, ls. 

MAll('.11 • 1918 

Volumf'I 2 New Series 

PRICE: ONE SHILLING 

ROYAL SIGNALS WAR l\IEMORIAL 

In our December number we published the decision of the Royal Si!!nal 
Corps' Committee to establish two Royal Signals War Memorial Holiday Clubs 
as the Corps War Memorial. 

Premises in the Bournemouth Area have been purchased, and we now publish 
the Charter which has been drawn up by the Trustees and approved by tl-:e 
Corps Committee. 

* * * * 
ROYAL SIGNALS ~IEMORIAL HO"C'SE, 

BOURNE~IOUTB 

CHARTER 
1. Objects of the House. In conformity with the majority wish of the Corps 

a permanent war memorial in honour of all ranks, Royal Signals, who lost their 
lives in the war of 1939-45 has been established in the South of England. (A 
second house is to be purchased in the North of England at a later d-ate.) 

The house, which is freehold :md completely furnished, has been purchased 
by the Royal Signals War Memorial Fund. 

A memorial volume inscribed with the names and regimental particulars of 
all officers and other ranks who died in the 1939-45 war will be preserved in 
Mercury House (and also in the second house when purchased). 

The object~ of the house are to provide : 
(i) Rest for those members and ex-memberr of the Corps who are considered 

to be in need of it (see paragrnph 6 below) ; and 
(ii) Holiday accommodation for members and ex-members of the Corps, 

and their families, at reasonable tariffs c~ee paragraph 12 below). 
2. Title. The memorial house in the ·south of England ha!-' been named 

Mercury House. Its full address is : 
14 Florence Road, 

Boscombe, 
Bournemouth, Rants. 

Telephone No. : Boscombe 86. 

3. Management. 
(a) Trustees appointed by the Royal Sign-als Corps Committee are : 

(i) General Sir H. Colville B. Wemyss, K.C.B., K.B.E., o.s.o., M.C. 

(ii) Major-General C. W. Fladg'lte, C.B.E. 
(iii) Major-General V. J. E. Westropp, C.B., C..B.E. 

(b) The house will be controlled, in accordance wit the general policy 
laid down by the Royal Signals Corps Committee, bv a Committee of 
Management composed of: 

Chairman : C.S.O. Southern Commard (ex officio). 
Members : A serving Officer, Royal ignal (nominated by the Chair

man) ; a retired Regular officer (invited by the Royal Signals Corps 
Committee) ; General Secretary, Royal Signals Association ; one member 
to be elected by the Bournemouth Branch, Royal Signals A sociation. 

Hon. Secretary : To be elected by the Bournemouth Branch, Royal 
Signals Ass ciation. 

4. A Resident Manager, an ex-member of the Corps, ha s been appoint d by 



the Royal Signals Corps Committee. The Manager, who will 
be a sisted by hi wife, is responsible to the Committee of 
Management for the running of the house ; both are whole
time paid w·orkers. 

5. Description of House. Mercury Home is located in a 
good position, near Boscombe shopping centre and within a 
few minutes of the sea front. It i~ near the main Bourne
mouth-Christchurch road ; the main line railway station at 
Bournemouth and bus routes are within easy reach, as are 
al o theatre~, cinemas and other places of amusement. 

The house contains two reception rooms, r r bedrooms 
(h. and c. ba ins in all rooms), bath, g2rages and excellent 
heating and cooking arrangements. Rooms are bright and 
furniture and decoration are good. 

The house ha heen run as a private hotel and has been 
taken over complete. It is unlicensed and will remain so. 

The Manager is allotted one double bedroom and one 
small reception room from the above accommodation for use 
as living and office accommodation. 

6. The Royal Signals Association has the right to reserve 
rooms for deserving cases by giving two weeks' notice. 
Persons living in the house as guests of the Corps will be 
treated in every way as other residents and may occupy their 
rooms for such periods as may be decided by the Royal 
Signals Association. 

7. Use of the House. 
(a) Rooms in the house may be reserved by members, 

past and present, of the Corps, who may be accompanied 
by their wives and children. 

(b) All ranks share equally in the use of the house. 
(c) During the period April to September inclusive 

reservations will only be made for a maximum period of a 
fortnight ; at other times of the yetr for a maximum period 
of one month. Reservations may be extended by similar 
periods if the rooms are not required by other visitors. 

(d) Not more than two rooms will normally be allotted 
to Officers or ex-Officers, but the Manager will use his 
discretion where rooms might otherwise remain vacant. 

(e) The Manager will keep a register of all visitors to 
the house. 

(f) Applications for accommodation will be dealt with 
by the Resident Manager, to whom they should be 
addressed as in paragraph r. 
8. Finance. The house will be self-supporting and is run 

for the benefit of members and ex-members of Royal Signal.s. 
9. The Manager will keep the accounts of the house. He 

will keep: 
House account, including rates, other outgoings, repairs 

to fabric, replacement and repairs of equipment and 
furnishings. 

Messing, including wages of staff. 
Insurance premiums on policies for house and contents. 

(The Committee of Management will hold the policies.) 
Bank accounts will be kept in the name of Mercury 

House and the Resident Manager is authorised by the Royal 
Signals Corps Committee to operate them. 

ro. The Royal Signals Corps Committee wiU place a 
working balance of £500 from the Royal Signals War 
Memorial Fund at the disposal of the Committee of Manage
ment. 

I I. The Committee of Management will arrange for the 
accounts to be audited annually as at 31st December and for 
copies to be forwarded to the Secretary, Royal Signals Corps 
Committee. The audit board will check also the inventory 
and stocks. . 

12. Charges. The Committee of Management will lay 
do\\."? the rates to be charged, and these may vary from time 
to ume, but the following maxima will not be exceeded 
~thout prior reference to the Royal Signals Corps Com
nuttee: 
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Adults : £4 ros. per week inclusive. 
. C~dren under 12 years of age: £3 ros. per week 
mclusive. 
The Manager is authorised to expend up to £10 in any 

month on repairs and replacements. The Committee of 
Management has power to authorise expenditure on any 
service up to £100. 

14. Staff. The Manager may engage additional staff as 
justified by the number of visitors. 

15. Royal Signals Association. The purchase of Mercury 
House has been carried out as between the vendors and the 
Royal Signals Association, who hold the title deeds on behalf 
of the trustees and the Royal Signals Corps Committee. No 
liabilitv whatsoever, either financial or otherwise, will devolve 
on the Royal Signals Association in respect of this transaction. 

16. Opening Dace for Mercury House : rst March, 1948. 
Norn.-" Ex-members of the Corps" mentioned in para

graphs 1, 7 and 8 above will be taken to include widows, sons 
and daughters of those members of the Corps who died 
during the 1939-45 war. 

H. C. B. WEMYSS, General } 
C. W. FLADGATE, Major-General Trustees. 
V. J. E. WESTROPP, Major-General 

London, S.W.r. 
January; 1948. 

* * * 

LETTER TO THE EDITOR 
DEAR SIR, 

MAJOR B. L. HERDON, M.B.E., INDIAN SIGNALS 
I have just received from Major J . F. Maxwell, O,.B.E., 

Commandant, Mewar Bhil Corps, the following extract from 
the " Fauji Akhbar " concerning Bertram Herdon, perhaps 
the best-known Officer of Indian Signals, certainly the best 
loved. It is inconceivable to us who knew him and who 
knew the depth of the feeling which our Indian soldiers had · 
for him, that Bertram could be the victim of murder. The 
reason is, of course, that he stuck it out in his bungalow on 
the River Ravi beside the head works of the Upper Bari 
Doab Canal on the Borders of India, Pakistan and Kashmir, 
and, knowing Bertram, he probably openly opposed violence 
and certainly took the side of the oppressed. No other line 
is compatible with his character. 

Readers of THE WIRE will join with readers of the " Fauji 
Akhbar" in offering their deepest sympathy to his mother, 
"Aunt· Lizzie." 

Thulston, 
ear Derby. 

Yours, etc., 
R. M. ADAMS, Lieutenant-Colonel, 

Commanding 5th A.A. Group (M) 
Signal Regiment. 

EXTRACT FROM" FAUJI AKHBAR" 
We regret to announce the tragic death of Major B. L. 

Herdon, an ex-Editor of the "Fauji Akhbar." He breathed 
his last on 26th August at Madhopur, Gurdaspur district, 
during riots. He was a victim of the mad frenzy which 
seized the people of what was known as the Punjab. 

Ever since his retirement he was living a peaceful life with 
his mother in a remote village in the di£trict of Gurdaspur. 
Even during his retirement he never lost contact with " Fauji 
Akhbar " in the building of which his share was considerable. 

Our readers, we are sure, are quite familiar with his 
educative articles which we published off and on. He wrote 
with conviction and had a personal touch in his writings, 
which was highly relished by our readers. Alas ! we will 
not be able to puhlish any of his articles now. 

We offer our heartfelt sympathies to his mothe r, Mrs. 
L. Herdon, and assure her that his name will always be 
remembered by the "Fauji Akhbar" and its readers. 
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Hotne 

tations 

ROYAL SIGNALS O.C.T.U. 

February 
PASS-OFF PARADES. Course 192, consisting of 20 

Officer-Cadets, passed off on 20th Ja~uary, 1948, the sah~te 
being taken by Colonel G. S. 0. N. Power, C.B.E., Chief 
Instructor, School of Signals. 

The senior Under Officer was Officer-Cadet R. I. Hart, 
and the Commandant's cane was awarded to Officer-Cadet 
J. H. Darrah. 

ROYAL SIGNALS O.C.T.U. REUNION DINNER. 
Jn last month's "Notes" appeared an account of the Royal 
Signals O.C.T.U. Reunion Dinner, held at the Connaught 
Assembly Rooms, London, on rst November,. 1947· . A 
photograph taken at the dinner has since been received, .which 
it is hoped the Editor will be able to reproduce. Whilst on 
this subject will all ex-0.C.T.U. Officers please make a note 
of the dat: of the next reunion, Saturday, 3ot~ October. 
Communications should be addressed to the Dmner Sec
retary : Major K. D. Anderson, 6, Woburn Terrace, 
Tavistock, Devon. 

INTER-0.C.T.U. SPORTS MEETI1'TG. During the 
week ending 25th January, r948, the R.A. O.C.T.U. were 
"at home" to a large contingent from this 0.~,.T.U. ~ur 
Gunner hosts spared no efforts to make the visit an enioy
able one. Of the seven events in the programme, we man
aged to hold the Gunners to drawn games in two c~ents, two 
goals each at hockey and one at soccer, ~he re~a1run~ five 
games being won by the Gunners. This meetmg will be 
the last one to be held between ourselves ~nd the RA. 
O.C.T.U. and so ends a series of fixtures which have .done 
so much to build up and strengthen not only a bond of friend
ship but a greater understanding between ourselves and the 
Gunners. 

Arrivals and Departures. We welcome to the Unit, Major 
H. Worrall, who has assumed command of o. 1 Cadet 
Squadron vice Major T. S. Foster .. The latter has l<;ft us 
for the School of Signals, where he is to take the next fele
Coms. Course. 

Past members of the Unit, and particularly ex-Cadets, 
will learn with interest that Captain C. A .. Clarke ha~ ~een 
provisionally warned for overseas. Captain Clarke JOmcd 
the Unit in November, I940, and was for many years an 
Insuuctor in Signals Tactics. He w.ill be b~st. reme!flbered 
by ex-Cadets of the war years by hts associauon with that 
major bogy "Exercise, three day." Latterly he has been 
employed as Assistant Chief Instruc:tor and as Sports 
Officer. Major T. S. Foster and Captain_ q. A. Clarke have 
our best wishes in their new sphere of acuvity. 

To Sero-cants Beckley and Barton and Corporal Slater go 
our best ,~shes on the occasion of their departure fro~ the 
Unit. Sergeant Beckley has joined Eastern Command Signal 
Regiment and Sergeant Barton has left us for .the School of 
Signals where he is taking a Pre-Foreman of Signals Course, 
whilst 'Corporal Slater has joined Southern Command 

C I I W H N Dent O B E Calonel J. R. Pinsent, D.S.0. , Cotonel E. G. Royal Signals 0.C.1.U. Keunion Dinnef. Those shown in thBe phhotograpsh ware T~lolnej s' B.lami"e A. K.· T~dor T. s. Foster, R. G. R. Rand•ll. K. D. 
M · D H F nder W M uc anan . . ro . . . , . , 

McHutcheon, T.D., O.B.E., •Jors · · • • · A d 0 N V der Goot H. H. GHner, J. A. Cakebread, P. H. Lewis, J. P. Berryman, 
Anderson, F. T. Pitt, M.B.E., F. Warhurst, M.B.E .. J. C. n ~son, H S :~ H R wnsiey j Hindshaw W. Murphy. j. E. DeGalleani, J. Dor~. J. Osborn, 
Captains D. G. Meredith, D. H. Miller, w . H. Long, ~· ~· ;voes, K c; . K"n~er:ley c'. Pathyjohns,. C. Lambert, E. Fieldina. G. Barton. L. Staden, 
A. P. G.rdnef, R. H. Noxon, A. ~udley, H. Cam, · ·G ~.:,?~~· W ·E ~. 11 C •

1 
Wilcox . w . B. Pain , s. Maynard , o. W. Soutar, C. A. Clarke, R W Watson A J Arthur R. C. Bord, L. G. Toogood, N. . • er, · · ' • · · 

· . ' · . ' H. M. L. Beresford, Lieutenants D. I. Grant, T. Cooban, J. E. Ray 
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ignal Regiment, and by hi posting to a station south of 
the Thame ha become the envy of many. 

Congratulario11s. Our congrarulations go to Sergeants 
Arnold and Holdaway on the occasion of the birth of a 
daughter and son respectively, and to Sergeants Gorton and 
Stonehouse on their admi sion to the Warrant Officers' and 
Sergeants' M ss. 

Congratulations also to Corporals Mcintyre and Little 
on their promotion to Corporal. 
' Mountaineering Club. During the month the club has been 

flourishing with climb of Stickle Pike in the Langdale Pikes 
group under snow conditions, and also the Goblins, White 
Crack, Johnson's Crack and South Slabs in the Almscliffe 
area. This is one of the keenest activities of the Unit. 

Cross-country Running. In the District eliminating run 
for the Northern Command Championship our team fini$hed 
second to No. 2 Training Regiment, who were easy winners. 

In th~ S.T.C .. Cross-country League, run over a course of 
seven miles, durmg the previous week, Officer-Cadet Connel 
was first home, the team gaining fourth place. 

Soccer. rst Divi ion v. 4th Trainina Regiment vron 7-1 
(Driver Lynch, "H.Q." Squadron, 4 °goals); 2n'd Division 
v. No. 1 S.T.W., lost 2-1. 

No. 3 TRAll'HNG REGDIEJ.'"°T 

February 
One of my ~ew. Year resolutions was to keep a ~IRE Diary 

o~ eve~ts to srmplify the task of compiling these notes. The 
diary is here but the events have just not occurred outside 
the sphere of ~port. The only news of real interest is the 
weather. Having been one of the lucky ones who managed 
to be.posted from Catterick in the Autumn I looked forward 
to ~s i;nY first full winter in this notorious spot with some 
trep1d~uon .. My luck seems to have held for the famous 
Catt~nck wmter has not appeared yet, though I am still 
keepmg my fingers crossed. _Nevertheless, if all the rain 
w_e have had were to have been snow I might be telling a 
different story now. 

StJort. The Regiment's first football team have held the 

" Each member of the euard received a cup of hot-what did you ny it 
wu, Carstairs ? •• 
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limelight during January by their progress in the Army Cup. 
On Monday, 12th January, they visited No. 63 P.T.C. at 
Altrincham in the fourth round of the competition and regi
stered a well-merited 5-1 victory. On the 28th, drawn 
away to 38th Training Regiment, RA., at near-by Barnard 
Castle, they were easy winners to the tune of 5 goals to 
nil. The semi-final, Home Forces, saw the Regiment drawn 
to play 12rst R.A. at Dover. Only a few supporters were 
able to travel so far to see the team live to fight again, at 
home, by drawing 2-2 after extra time. We now look 
forward hopefully to the replay at Catterick on 16th 
February. 

Meanwhile, the Second Eleven are striving hard for 
honours in the Second Division of the District League. 
Their league record is : 

Goals 
P. W. D. L. F. A. Pts. 
19 15 4 102 35 30 

and their record also shows full points from the eight 
matches played at home. 

The hockey team also are fighting hard for laurels in their 
own sphere and although the weather has interfered with 
the programme the team continue to register victories in the 
few matches that have been played and can look back on a 
record that shows only one defeat in fourteen matches. 
Amongst recent successes pride of place goes to that over 
1st Training Regiment by 3 goals to r. At the time of going 
to p~ess we have been unable to ascertain the league position, 
but if we do not actuaHy head the table we are very near it, 
and we have also reached the semi-final of the District Knock
out Competition. 

Contir_i~g from where: I left off last month in introducing 
personaliues of the Regiment we c0me to Captain A. E. 
Harvey, ~.R. I. , an~ now 0 .C. " H.Q." Squadron in place 
of Captam McNair who has found a better job in civvy 
street.. The Quartermaster is Captain (Q.M.) Napper. 
Captam~ A. E. S. Jackson, W. J. S. Clemmy and W. Dermit 
ar.e gracmg Nos. r, 2 and 3 Squadrons respectively, while 
Lieutenant D . H. W .. Barnes is Assistant Adjutant. Coming 
to O.R.s a welcome ts extended to S.S.M. Goldsmith and 
now our " Q's." Almost too numerous to mention' they 
are S .Q.M. S. ~ Carter, Butterworth, Monk, Dearing, Holt, 
Bourner, Statham, Burge and, lastly, another new arrival, 
S.Q.M.S. Haye~. Before concluding this paragraph here is 
a message for R.S .M. (Badgy) M orton, late of this Unit 
S.S.M. Jones· asks "Where is that long-promised Goof 
Chit ? " (Singapore papers please copy.) 

Arriva~s. We tender congratulations to S.S.M. and Mrs. 
Do_uthwaite and to S.Q.M.S. and Mrs. Dearing on the 
arnval o~ dau~hters, and that is positively the last time I 
record births m these notes because I know I miss more 
than I record; in fact, I just cannot keep up with the Stork. 

No. 4 TRAINING REGHIENT 

February 
The Ne~ Year has brought with it many new faces. We 

welcome Lieutenant-Colonel R. N. Seddon, o.B.E., who has 
taken over the reins from Lieutenant-Colonel Treseder 
O.B.E. Captain? S~ith and Nation have come to winte; 
here from sunruer clim~s: Second-Lieutenants J. Lane and 
R. Wellesley also have JOtned us, but to them Catterick is no 
novelty. ~efore our next notes we shall have bid farewell to 
~aptam Richards, our" oldest inhabitant" (he has been here 
s1~ce J~e, 1944). He is passing over to civilian life, and we 
wish him the best of luck. 

All ranks · in this Regiment wish Lieutenant-Colonel and 
Mrs .. Tresed~r the best of luck on taking up their new 
appointment m Oslo. In this Unit we shall miss them very 
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much, from the oldest officer down to the most junior 
ignalman. We all felt that Colonel Treseder's presence as 

Commanding Officer raised us to a position from which we 
could look down on any other unit in the Army with pride. 
It is on record that one man (who shall be nameless) staggered 
into the Adjutant's office immediately after C.O.'s Orders, 
on which he had received one of those " terrifying " dressings 
down which we knew so well and asked to be taken on as a 
Regular soldier. Such was the effect. 

We shall miss Mrs. Treseder just as much. To us she was 
the perfect C.O.'s wife-always tactful, always charming and 
·ever ready to help ~ose in trouble. It is said that a diplo
mat's success depends upon his wife. By this standard we 
~hall look forward to seeing Colonel Treseder in Washington 
very soon. 

Warrant Officers' and S ergeants' Mess. The New Year's 
ocial events commenced in fitting style on 23rd January, 

when a very successful social and dance was held. 
Lieutenant-Colonel and Mrs. R. N. Seddon were warmly 
velcomed on this their first visit to the Mess. 

The exodus, alas, continues, and in this issue we record the 
demobilisation of Sergeants Brown, Rigley and Gaylard, 
wishing them every success on their return to civilian life. 

On the other hand, we welcome into the Mess this month 
S.S.M. Hague, Hughes and Wall, together with Sergeants 
Sanford, Lustig, Wenman, Herring, o.c.M., Ellis and 
Harding, most of whom have come from No 6 Training 
Regiment. 

Sport. The Unit has distinguished itself on the fields of 
sport. The Rugby team fought its way to the final of the 
Garrison Cup and found that their opponents were No. r 
Training Regiment, the Rugby enthusiasts. The match was 
played on the Central Ground in filthy weather. Neverthe
less, it was a hard-fought game and, although the Unit lost 
8-o, they were not dissatisfied with the result. Major 
K. M. Evans, whose leadership and play were an inspiration, 
was largely responsible for the team's success in the Garrison 
Cup. . 

Since the final the team has been greatly strengthened by 
the posting of potential Officers from No. 6 Training Regi
ment. With these additions it is greatly hoped that success 
will come our way in the Northern Command Cup. . The 
team's ambition is to reverse the result of the Garrison Cup 
final. 

The hockey team has also had a very successful season of 12 
league matches played and 10 of these won. 

In the Army Cup, after beating 6th Battalion R.A.0.C. 
in the quarter-finals 3-0, we lost by the odd goal to School of 
Signals 3-2 in the semi-final. However, we hope to get our 
revenge when we play School of Signals again in the semi
final of the Northern Command Cup. 

At the moment we have five players in the Unit who are. 
regular members of the Corps hockey team. 

We offer our congratulations to Junior Commander 
R. D. Aylen and Sergeant Nicholson on playing in the A.T.S. 
badminton trials. 

Education Centre. The gramophone recitals, which have 
always been a feature of our evening activities, have been 
extended in bot11 their scope and their patronage under the 
competent hands of Sergeant Foster. His advertisements for 
Swing Club, Music Circle and Duffie Bag are to be found 
wherever personnel of the Unit are likely to gather together. 

Swing Club is essentially for rhythm fans, whilst Music 
Circle caters for those with more conservative tastes. Perhaps 
the most successful feature is· the fortnightly Duffie Bag, 
a mixed bag of records requested by members of the Unit, 
a programme in which there is always something for music 
lovers of every taste. We should like to take this opportunity 
of thanking the many units in Catterick District who have 
kindly loaned us records on numerous occasions. 

On the handicrafts side the rug-making industry is 
thriving, and it is an unfortunate sign of the times that the 
demand is far greater than the supply. 
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No. r SQUADRON. No. 1 Squadron is just settling 
down again after the upheaval caused by the transfer to Basra 
Lines. The new area is much more compact than the old, 
with the Squadron Office just around the comer, a mixed 
blessing. There have been several changes, Captain Sly 
now being 0.C. and S.S.M. Hague has taken over from 
S.S.M. Collie. 

No. 4 SQUADRON. After th.eir move from No. 6 
Training Regiment the Squadron is now getting used to its 
new surroundings and home (?). The main part of the 
business was completed by 3rd February and training started 
on 4th February. However, the Orderly Sergeant has not 
yet found the position of the S.S.M.'s bunk, unless it be to 
take the char and wads. 

For the benefit of" old boys," the present team of experts 
is much the same and as follows : Major K. M. Evans i 
0.C. Squadron, with Captain Smith :i~ Second-in-Command. 
Training is under the leadership of Lieutenant (Jock) Cant 
and Second-Lieutenant Lane. The instructioml staff is 
much the same, and we have still with us such old sweats as 
Sergeants Wenman, Lustig, Hari:ling, Herring, o.c.M., and 
Ellis, Corporals Holiday, Young, Paton, Lunn, not to forget 
" Shape and Shine " Gordon, while chaos is kept at a 
minimum in the office by Corporal Pete Bowler with hi> 
satellites, Snailham and Corporal McCullen. 

We have one or two new faces in the Squadron, among 
them being S.S.M. (Cabby) Hughes, M.B.E., who wrestles 
with the P1954s and the accommodation returns. More 
strength to your pen hand,' Cabby." 

We have to pass on congrarulations to two lucky husbands 
this month. Sergeant and Mrs. Sanford are blessed with a 
son, name not yet to hand, while· Sergeant and Mrs. Ellis 
have a new daughter to contend with-Rita. 

In the field of sport the Squadron has done very well and 
has left its mark on many opposing teams (metaphorically 
speaking). Signalman Dowling was chosen to run wjth the 
Corps cross-country team, while such athletic types as 
Lieutenant Cant, Signalman Ashworth and Co. regularly 
appear on the playing fields of Catterick. . 

Before closing this month's report we would like to 
console the hard-pressed native£ of No. 4 Training Regiment 
by saying that we gradually improve, and may even be like 
you some day. . 

Cheerio for now, Signals everywhe"re. All the best. 

EASTERN coi.11HAND . (M) SIGNAL REGl!UENT 

February 

R.H.Q. During the past month we have lost a number of 
key men from the ranks of this stalwart Troop, as releases 
take their toll. The Regimental Orderly Room has suffered 
the worst casualties with the loss of the Orderly Room 
Sergeant, Sergeant A. H. Long, who bas valiantly held this 
unenviable position with the Regiment for the. past .two 
years. We all wish him the very best of luck on his way mto 
civvy street. We think the Adjutant must have lost the 
' DOV " file. Other releases include Corporals Shaw, 
Stephens, Haigh and Webster, not forgetting, of course, our 
A.T.S. Part II Order Clerk, Corporal Baldwin, who 
partnered our O.R.S. so well. We understand th:J.t wedding 
bells will be ringing. in the near future for them, and our 
congratulations are combined with all good v;ishes tu them 
both. 

We hope that Corporal Bro\'m will keep the wheels turning 
with the sadly depleted staff. 

Recent arrivals include Corporal Chapman, Lan~e
Corporal Howse and Signalman Lockwood, complete with 
their " sweat " chart . 

(S.S.M. Swinson, please note this arti le.) 



lll'arrant Officers' and Sergeants' Mess. Amongst recent 
arriv'.l!s we extend a hearty welcome to Sergeants Jones, 
Peggie and Wood and hope that their sray may be a happy 
one. 

Deparrures include Sergeant Johnson (21 years). So you 
have made t e plunge, Johnny. 

Social acuvities have been verv limited this month owing 
to the small number of members; but we hope to make up for 
this later on. 

Watch your step, " Tara," otherwise Catterick will be 
seeing quite a lot of you. 

No. 1 SQUADRON, KENT COAST TROOP. With the 
deparrure to civilian life of Lance-Corporal Mansfield, 
Signalmen K. G . Hutchins and J. F . Wilson at the beginning 
of the month we lose three group happy boys to whom we all 
e>.'tend the very best of good wishes in their respective 
ventures in civvy street. 

To Signalman Walmsley, who left in such a rush on 
transfer to become a Paratrooper, we wish all that he Wishes 
himself and sincerely hope that his high hopes are realised. 

All extend a welcoming hand to S.S.M. Willis on his 
attachment to this Troop from R.H.Q. The S.S.M . is now 
wallowing in the luxury of soldiering in his own home town. 
This somewhat goes to prove that the very nice things one 
hears abour the modem Army are not all moonshine. 

Football. In a mid-week fb..'ture the Troop played the 1st 
A.A. Brigade Signal Section. Result a draw 1-I. A fair 
result to a most enjoyable and well contested game. A 
marked feature of the game was the extremely fine handling 
of it by the referee (S.S.M. Willis). This was most welcome, 
for refereeing in the past has not been of a very high standard. 

At present the Troop is concentrating on inter-troop games 
(searching for hidden talent amongst the new arrivals) in an 
endeavour to build up a reasonable Troop side. 

Some of the Troop were fortunate enough to er. joy seeing 
the 3rd Training Regiment, Royal Signals, Catterick, play 
the l21St Training Regiment, R.A., Dover, in the semi-final 
cup match at Dover on Wednesday last. Result 2-2 after 
extra time. All the Troop join in wishing the 3rd Training 
Regiment the very best of good luck in the replay. 

Table Tennis and Badminton. Judging by the number of 
balls disposed of during the week, there is every prospect of 
producing some pretty good exponents of the game. Un
fortunately, owing to the scarcity of other teams in the 
Garrison, it is most difficult to fix up team games. 

Badminton is indulged in, but not to the extent of football 
and table tennis. 

THAMES ESTUARY AND E.A.C. TROOP. The 
major event in our notes this month is our welcome to 
Major (T.O.T.) D. Todd, M.B.E., who is to take command 
of the Troop on his arrival from leave. Major Todd super
sedes Captain (T.O.T.) F. J. Cook, who is returning to his 
original position of T.O.T., No. 1 Squadron, H.Q. We 
shall be very sorry to lose Captain Cook and his Alsatian 
dog, " Fritz," the latter a very popular member of the Troop. 

Demob. has taken rather a heavy toll thi~ month, claiming 
Signalmen Davies, Ferguson and Healey, also Driver Strong. 
We wish them every success in civil life. 

Arrivals have, however, exceeded the number of depar
tures, and we are pleased to report the arrival of Lance
Corporal Cranfield and Signalmen Warner, Cadwallender, 
Struthers, Wind and Hunt. · 

Corporal Garrett and Signalmen Edwards and Turner 
have at last returned to Troop H.Q. after an extended period 
on detachment at the rifle range at Purfl.eet, and now each 
wears that " sorry to be back " look. 

The Troop fired a rifle course a short time ago, but 
shooting, on the whole, was only average, due, perhaps, to 
the very cold day and the poor visibility. The highest score 
of 72 was gained by Sergeant Knight (Troop Sergeant). 

SHOEBURYNESS TROOP. The Troop linemen are 
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very busily engaged upon various Ministry experimental 
range installations. Digging is very hard going, too heavy 
for the mechanical excavator sometimes. 

Sport has usually been washed out through waterlogged 
grounds, but occasional hockey has brought participation 
by some Troop members with the R.A. side. 

Driver Holland has arrived to replace Driver Johnson, 
to the consternation of the R.A. (A.T.S.) drivers. Signalman 
Jeffries reported from" Y" list and quickly built a two-valve 
" infrequent modulated " to celebrate. A detachment of 
l3oth Line Troop were welcome arrivals from Canterbury; 
they are busy introducing shovels, G.S. ~o earth, Shoebury
ness. 

We have said good-bye to Captain (T.O.T.) P. S. Harris, 
departing for the Far East, and we wish him all luck in his 
new sphere. 

No. 2 SQUADRON. This month has started very well 
with an unusually large intake of personnel from all over the 
w rid. One can hear" grips" on Germany, Palestine, West 
Africa, Italy, etc., in barrack rooms and mess. We extend 
a welcome to them all. 

Sport. The football team met an unexpected defeat in the 
second round of the H ome Counties District Cup Com
petition, being beaten at home by the East Surrey Regiment 
to the tune of 2- 0. Hard luck, Signals ; you tried hard and 
were knocked out in a fighting fashion. 

Our hockey team were also defeated in the District 
Challenge Cup Competition by the Small Arms School. 
Result 4- 0. T he result was unquestionable. 

WESTER~ CO~DIAND" f!U ) SIGNAL 

REGUIE~T 

February 
The most noticeable feature of last month was the rain. 

There was slight flooding about Chester but M.T. usually 
managed to get through. Things were much more serious 
at Shrewsbury, however, and it was impossible to pass 
through the centre of the town from Mid-West Troop's 
billets at Mount Camp to District H.Q. A detour was 
found, however, over the one bridge that remained open, 
south of the town. All the troops, however, whether north 
or south of Chester, seem to have had their share of mud. 

A Cadet Assistant Signalling Instructors' Course was 
·held in camp from 4th to nth January. Although the 
weather was too bad for the out-door schemes, the boys all 
thoroughly enjoyed themselves and letters of high apprecia
tion have been ri;:ceived since they returned home, expressing 
thanks, particularly to Second-Lieutenant Coward, Sergeant 
Ireland, and Lance-Corporal Oliver. (P.T. ! !)-(Why is i t 
boys revel in this sort of thing between 14 and 18, but when 
they are " called up " at 18 they couldnot be less interested ? ) 

It is said that mixed units are alwaxs a little different. We 
disproved this at our Christmas celebrations on Thursday, 
8th January. Dinner was served in the dining hall, where a 
little band of enthusiasts has contrived to obliterate the usual 
appearance of such establishments. It did not look quite like 
" Hollands " but we did have table napkins and, of course, 
the Officers, Warrant Officers and Sergeants to wait on us . 
There were definitely no complaints in respect of the meal 
and the cooks were thanked for their most creditable display 
of hard work and zeal. 

A dance followed immediately afterwards in the gym
nasium. Everybody had captured the parry spirit by this time 
and the dance was both lively and enjoyable. Uncle Tim 
Healey presented a cabaret during the interval and the 
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artistes, all local lads and lassies, are to be congratulated 
on their performances. 

The beer ran out at I0.30 p.m. but even this major cata-
strophe failed to damp the proceedings. 

Unfortunately_, we have been unable to run our usual 
weekly dances but hope to stare them in the very near future . 

Other social activities include " Twenty Questions " 
(without any particular arrangement with Maurie~ Winnie~) 
and a gramophone recital. Both are held weekly m the Urut 
education centre and have proved very popular. 

Warrant Officers' and Sergeants' Mess . . . The past. two 
months have been marked by increased acnvity of :ill kinds. 
The " Farewell" Party for R.Q.M.S . Nuttall (acting R.S .M .) 
and R.Q.M.S . Bradbury, both on overseas draft, on 141:11 
November was attended with considerable success .. This 
spurred us on to yet greater efforts, notably the Christmas 
party on 20th December and another "Farewell" party, 
this time for Sergeants Abbot and Coombes and Sergeant 
Carmichael, A.T.S., all due for de~ob., on 20th January. 
Other activities have been table tenms and darts tournaments 
which have proved very popular. . 

Recent arrivals include R.S.M. Barrett, S.S.M. Houngan 
and S.Q.M.S . Humble among the men and Sergeants Pell 
and Miller among the A.T.S. News of former members 
from any quarter of the globe is welcome. 

Sports. The continuously changing faces in.the Unit make 
it difficult to maintain sports teams at a cons1sten~ stan~ard 
but however in spite of postings and releases mto crvvy 
s tr:et, we feei that we have had a fairly successful season ; 
and certainly an enjoyable one. . 

The soccer team has been ably captamed by Signalman 
Law, assisted by the vice
captain, Lance-Corporal 
Smith, who succeeded / 
Signalman Johnson, re- I 
leased, in that capacity. I 

Although not in a league, ~ _, 
the team boasts a full -
fixture list with Services' 
and civilian teams. '-) 

The hockey team is also 
holding its own. A most 
enjoyable match was played 
against H awarden R.A.F., 
which we lost 4- 1. We 
are looking forward to the 
return match, at Hawarden, 
on 4th February, when we 
hope to tum the tables on 
them. 

Sign alman Johnson. our former 
vicc·capuin 

Rugby football has not 
as yet been played in the 
Unit, but we are pleased 
to note that Lieutenant E . 
G. Watkeys and Second-
Lieutenant D . M. · Powell are playing members of the 
Chester Rugby Football Club. . 

It is expected that Corporal M?orhouse and _Signalman 
Dean will be entering for the commg Army Boxmg Cham
pionships. If they do, we wish them every success. 

MID-WEST DISTRICT SIGNAL TROOP. ~u
merous activities have taken place within the TrO?P durmg 
the past month. Some old friends have le~ us f~r c1vvy street 
and nearly all our A.T.S. have gone, mcludmg S~rgeant 
Miller who had been here for a long time and was with the 
troop during some of its busiest periods. The greater 
majority of our new arri:-rals ar.e youngsters-very raw, but 
keen to get acquainted w1th their Jobs. . 

Officers here include Captain A. L. Maxwell, 0.C. ; ~1eu
tenant F. W . Oakes, Second-in-Command; and Captain!· 
Bennett, T.O.T. R.S.M. Cairns was with us ~or a bnef 
spell but has departed to Pembroke Dock. In his place we 
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have S.S.M. Mitchell. Sergeant Ireland is another of our 
little bunch. 

Chief interest outside the Unit has been centred a_round 
the much-talked-of floods. Seeing bold statements m the 
press, such :rs " Shrewsbury Fl?oded," make.s us thm_k, for 
no possible idea can be obtamed. of the mconvemen~es 
suffered by the inhabitants. One might be able t9 cope with 
the downstairs rooms, but when one's bedrooms become 
flooded there is nothing left 'Qut the roof and who on earth 
likes roofs for comfort. There were some some humor~us 
incidents, 2s, for instance, the agile elderly la~y who ~ned 
to walk some planks over a depth of about 32 feet with a 
bicycle draped around h~r ne~k, fe~ in, and was located, 
sitting bolt upright, gesticulaung wildly under water ~d 
was retrieved by the hair of her head. A small boy standmg 
nearby was heard to say " She'll find no fish in them there 
waters, mister." . k · 

We are expecting our third camp trek m a few wee s mto 
Copthome Barracks. May this speedily come about for, 
at present we are rather cramped in many ways. 

To all ~ur ex-members we send our sincere regards and 
good luck. 

No. 2 A.A. GROUP (M) SIG~AL REGllUENT 

February 

Yet another Christmas has passed, and was d~y c~le
brated. The majority of the Unit went horn~ an~, Judging 
by their faces on return, they had an (un)corking nme. The 
few brave Scots who stayed behind to hold the fort g?t 
away to celebrate Hogmanay in good time. They, too, did 
their best to " drown the haggis "-or is that what Scots do 
on New Year's Eve ? . . 

Prior to the breaking up of the Unit for Christmas, a big, 
and extra special dance was held in the Gym. So~e peopl_e 
we know started celebrating then, and did not firus~ until 
well into the New Year ! The main obj~ct was earned out 
in as much as everyone had arrexcellent nme. 

Since just before Christmas, Dame ~umo~ has had a 
great run. The Unit is on the move agam. Bnstol, S?uth
ampton, Reading and London were all hopefull~ mennoned 
as possible new camps. But now we know. It 1s Bulford 
the old home of 3rd Division Si~als. So~e ?f ct:ie rer,ilars 
know their way about there, and information 1s given at a 
price." The advance party moved off or:, 4th F~bruary. So 
far no casualties have occurred fro_m . Malar~al ~r other 
Jungle Dise-ases." The M.T. Secuon 1s putung m extra 
time to ensure that there will be n? brea~d.o:vn e;i route. 
. we regret the loss of Capt~~ t? c!Vllian life, and wel
come Capt. Emley, ex-Palesnne, m hi . plac~ . We also wel
come Captain (Paddy) O'Rourke, who 1s. taking over M.~:O . 
vice Captain Inglis. At present, we are m the 11;1cky po.s1~on 
of having two M.T.O.s. ~i:t only for a short whil~. Opln10DS 
on this matter are very divided m the .M .T. Secuon. 

Early in the New Year, Second-Lieutenant Par~ons and 
Sergeant Cook took a Line Section down to Bude m Corn
wall, to construct some new practice routes. We. hear that 
line-laying is done at the double to ensure a qwck return 

to R.H.Q. · C d Ca 
We extend our best wishes to JUill?r omman er w-

thorne on her engagement to Capt. Wilson, R.A. We con
gratulate S.Q.M.S. Stoner on the birth of a son. Another 
one for the Corps ! ! ! 

Sport. Football is still in full S\ving and the Unit team 
keeps its record clean, or nearly so, anyway. Result of the 
league was as follows : Pla~~d 7! won 4, drawn 2, lost I ; 
goals for 37, against 15; posiu?n m the le~gue, 3rd. 

Hockey is not so popular this year, owmg to the d.J.fficulty 
in getting a ground. Only one game has been played so 
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far. Twenty-t\vo brave lads played on the concrete gun 
park. ome casual observers thought they had dropped in 
on a hurling match in Ireland. However, injuries were nil
why or how nobody knows. The A.T.S. as yet cannot be 
persuaded to have a go at hockey. They content themselves 
with netball. 

Cros -country running is on the up-grade, under Second
Lieutenant Edwards. But we do notice some people study
ing the local map a lot. I wonder if it has anything to do 
"ith the short cuts ! ! 

No. 5 A.A. GROUP (IU) SIGNAL REGIHENT 

February 

These notes are the first that have been submitted for some 
time, and it is hoped that they will be received by ex-members 
of this Unit as enthusiastically as they are sent. 

Shortly before Chri tmas a " new order " was devised by 
the C.0., Lieutenant-Colonel Adams. This appears to have 
settled down into working order, with Major Costen as 0.C. 
No. l Squadron, Captain Norfolk, 0.C. No. 2 Squadron, and 
Junior Commander Ridler, Adjutant, ./\.T.S. The only 
difficulty now is to find enough accommodation to be used as 

. Troop offices and stores, cinema, information and games 
rooms. 

The scenery around the camp is beginning to change, and 
in place of two rough patches of ground the shape of a 
parade ground and an alpine garden have grown. Despite 
the fact that it was impossible to find a few spare mountains 
for the garden, bushes and trees have sprung up with amazing 
rapidity, due, no doubt, to the fact that our canine stock is 
on the increase. From an authoritative source it is learned 
that a textbook by Mr. Middleton has been consulted in 
order to make the most of the ground available to produce a 
good show for the summer. 

We welcome to the camp Captains Hobbs (Q.M.) and 
Fayerman (Adjutant), who have replaced two well-known 
men of Signals, Captains Colwell and Wilson. 

With our best wishes for their success in civvy life the 
following have departed : 

A.T.S. : Corporal S. M. Gooch and Privates D. Mescus, 
Biggs, 0. Shutt and P. Hopkinson. 

Military: Corporals Stanley and R. Hare, Lance-Corporal 
Watkins, Signalmen Akehurst, Fletcher, Mason, Mullen, 
McLellan and Price and Driver James. 

Congratulations to S.S.M. Lawrence on obtaining her 
crown and to Sergeants Hasselstrom and Lamb for gaining 
their third. 

Marriage. Our heartiest good wishes are extended to 
Lance-Corporal_R. C. Smith and to Private H . Biggadike 
on their recent marri':i.ge. 

Football. Due to the wealth of talent amongst the recent 
arrivals, our team has improved in strength and during the 
past month have won three out of four games. Driver 
McMillan and Signalmen McKenzie and Dyson are the 
most prominent members of the team. 

Duke of Wellin~on's : Won 4-0. 
Thulston United: Won 2-r; won 4- r; lost 2-3. 

. H?ckel. The return game against Group H.Q. took place 
m Notungham and our team recorded its first win of the 
season by four goals to two. The game was even until 
10 m~utes before time, when the penetrative powers of 
Captam Norfolk and Second-Lieutenant Ingledow broke the 
opponents' defence to score two quick goals. 

!he auxiliaries in the side (Staff-Sergeant Buckle and 
Prtvates Honey and Bettley) played well and contributed a 
lot towards a good win. 
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No. 3 A.A. GROUP (H) SIGNAL SQUADllO.N 

February 

Many things have happened since the last publication of 
notes from this Unit, all of which take a place in the back
ground due to the comprehensive change over of Officers. 

The C.S.0., Lieutenant-Colonel A. J. McNair, is due to 
leave the Group very shortly. Good-bye, sir, and the very 
best of luck wherever you may go. 

Our 0.C., Major G. A. (Tiny) Low, ~he recruit of the 
Squadron, will be leaving us on 10th January for Pocklington. 
His stay has been a memorable one and he will be greatly 
missed by all ranks. 

The Admin. Officer, Lieutenant (Q.M.) W. Mitchell_. 
M .M. (Shorty), is due to · leave during the month, also for 
Pocklington. 

We extend a hearty welcome to our new 0.C., Major D. L. 
Hyde. We also welcome Second-Lieutenant W. A. N. Ede. 
As we already had a Second-Lieutenant Eve in our midst_. 
complications are liable to send our already overworked 
Orderly Room staff to the nearest lunatic asylum. 

The foll.owing 0.R.s have left us to try their luck in civvy 
life : Sergeants Lomas and Heale, Lance-Corporal Farrant 
(Plymouth C.I.D. please note) and Signalmen Warden, 
Gunn, Hardacre and Eden. The very best of luck to them all . 

Lance-Corporal W. C. G. Harris has been promoted to 
Corporal. (The Group recrwting centre still remains open, 
Corporal.) 

The following have reached the dizzy heights of Lance
Corpcral and have ordered an extra size in haversacks to 
carry the baton : Signalmen K. E. (Handsome) Evans and 
(Muscles) Dixey. 

The Group fortnightly dances are still going strong, thanks 
to the very noble efforts of Sergeant Johnnie Petts, A.T.S. 
The dance held in the cinema on New Year's Eve warrants. 
special pr'iise for the whole of the Entertainments Com
mittee. A grand time was had by all and the New Year 
was welcomed in no uncertain fashion. 

Here's wishing all past and present members of the Corps. 
the very best of luck in 1948. 

ROYAL SIGNALS OFFICERS' 

D~.NER CLUB 

The Annual Corps Dinner will take place on 
Monday, 3rst May, 1948, at Simpson's Restaurant 
in the Strand, at 7.0 for 7.30 o'clock. 

The number of persons who may attend this year 
has been limited by law to 100. It has therefore 
been decided to confine the dinner to subscribing 
members anly of the Corps Dinner Club. 

Dinner tickets: (Members) 16s. Dress: Uniform, 
dinner jacket or dress clothes. 

Tickets: Obtainable from Hon. Secretary, Royal 
Signals Officers' D;nner Club, Room 5r4a, Lecon- · 
field House, Curzon Street, London, W.1. 

Latest date for application: 30th April, 1948. 
If over 100 applications are received by 30th April 
a ballot w\11 be held. 
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T he first phase of Regimental training courses was com
pleted in Decerr:ber, r947, and the New Year saw the 
beginning of further training courses within the Regiment, 
the e consisting of an open stars upgrading course and 
another junior N.C.O.s' drill and duties course. 

The standard of drill and tum-out of the junior N.C.O.s' 
drill and duties courses is exceptionally good, the Com
manding Officer being highly pleased at the pass-off parades 
which are held at the termination of each course. Captain 
I . F. G. Warner, Royal Hampshire Regiment, and his N.C.0. 
instructors are to be congratulated on the high standard of 
each course. 

Jimmy's Club is progressing very well and is proving a 
very popular rendezvous for the junior N.C.O.s and men of 
the Regiment. Numerous games tournaments have been 
started which consist of billiards, snooker, darts and table 
tennis. Apparently many budding champions are in the 
making. The weekly quiz competition is still going strong 
and very soon now we shall be seeing the two Troop teams 
who are to meet in the final. 

On 5th January the Regiment was visited by the D.C.S.O. 
Rhme Army, Colonel Morrison, who, I believe, was quite 
impressed with everything he saw. The D.C.S.O. dined 
with the Officers of the Regiment the same night, a night 
which proved quite disastrous for a couple of members, one of 
whom was seen limping around for a few days afterwards 
( that will teach you, M.T.0.). 

Looking Back. A short review of the past year shows 
advances and improvements in all aspects of Regimental life. 
In spite of m:.>ny changes, there are a considerable number of 
Officers who have now been in their present jobs for the 
greater part of the year. The Warrmt Officers' and Ser
geants' cadre is settling down into the post-war pattern, and 
there the changes have been less frequent. With other ranks 
we have seen the service of those proceeding on release fall 
from over four years to just over three and must look forward 
to a steady fall to two years by the end of 1948. A small but 
increasing number are remaining in the Service on Regular 
and short service engagements and a valuable Regular cadre 
is slowly growing. 

Education and pre-release courses are at last well under 
way and all, both Regular and Nation'il Service, should 
benefit from these courses. A feature of the year has been 
the two- or three-week N .C.0.s' courses, which have proved 
highly successful in providing for the continual requirements 
of N.C.O.s. Promotion has been rapid and those who have 
"buckled to" h-ave reaped their reward. Accommodation 
at some outstations and at Headquarters has been improved 
and redecorated, and a small beginning has been made in the 
provision of furniture for barrack rooms. At Headquarters 
new ground has been cle'lred to make larger pleasure and 
vegetable gardens and to make the barracks less formal. 

Sport facilities have been improved and reorganised, and 

THE WIRE, MARCH 1948 

for the first time teams representative of the whole Regim1:: t 
have competed in football, swimming and musketry. An 
inevitable improvement has resulted and should produce 
even better results during 1948. 

Technical improvements have taken place both on static 
and tactical communications. Increased use of automatic 
exchanges and transfer of responsibility to the Rcichspost is 
a feature of the first, and the provision of No. 53 sets and 
improved technical vehicles is a feature of the second. 

Warrant Officers' and Sergeants' Mess. On New Year's 
Eve members, wives and lady friends were entertained to a 
social evening and dance. This was adjudged to be the best 
ever, and many thanks are due to the Entertainment Com
mittee for putting on an outstandingly well organised show. 
At midnight precisely Father Time appeared (portrayed by 
Squadron Q.M.S. Edwards) complete with scythe and the 
trickling sands of time. After a few unsuccessful efforts to 
conduct a series of beheadings he managed to control the 
scythe long enough to say his piece. 

Father Time's piece was followed by an object (animal, 
vegetable or mineral) which was eventually recognised as 
"New Year's Frolics," ably acted by Sergeant Waters, whose 
deep voice changed so suddenly to high falsetto as to cause 
deep concern for his future. 

All members who contributed towards the success of the 
Mess festive season are to be congratulated on a first-class 
show very well organised and enjoyed in fine festive spirit. 

Several new members have been welcomed into the fold : 
Sergeant Thrumble from No. 2 Field Broadcasting Unit, 
S.Q.M.S. Erridge from 5th Divisional Signal Regi
ment, and Sergeant Watkins, "0" Troop, on promotion. 
Sergeants White and Howells (" L" Troop) haV'e both 
returned to civilian life. All the best of luck to our merry 
misters. 

Heartiest congratulations to Squadron Q.M.S. Bailey and 
Sergeant Daniels on the recent births of their sons. It was 
really a terrible strain the " watching and waiting," but the 
babies' heads were " wet " in true Mess style. 

Our worthy T .O.M. Troop has done many jobs for the 
Unit and Messes, and we of the Warrant Officers' and 
Sergeants' Mess do truly thank the boys most heartily for 
our latest acquisition, to wit, a fine board, mounted with our 
Corps badge, upon which will be recorded annually the 
names of the Mess champions in the following games and 
sports : (a) .22 rifle shooting; (b) Table tennis; (c) Snooker; 
(d) Darts ; (e) Billiards. 

We are running slightly in arrears with our championship 
programme, due to the late start which was made. However, 
so far the .22 rifle championship has been decided for 1947, 
won by R.S.M. Griffin. Darts and table tennis are into the 
third round. Unfortunately, we shall not be able to play off 
the billiards and snooker until we move into our new Mess, as 
we have not the room to install a table in our present Mess. 
·However, there is every hope that we shall move by April. 
Our one prayer is that the R.E.s will not fall behind schedule 
in this respect. 

On 17th J anw!ry we held our once monthly Mess social 
evenin<> •vith German guests, which was the usual succe s. 
21st J~uary was the date chosen for the Mess .22 rifle 
championship for 1947· Placings were as follows: 

First: R.S.M. Griffin. 
Second : S.Q.M.S. Clarke. 
Third : Serg!!ant McGuinnes . 
Fourth: S.Q.M.S. Beale. 

} 
Decided on a re

shoot. 

On Sunday, 1st February, we held our families' social 
evening, which consisted of a cinema show followed by a 
supper and a" get-together." This wa also adjudged to be a 
good show, and we feel that our single members enioyed it 
as much as the familie did. Many thanks are due to the 
A.K.C. representative and to Signalman Betty, our Regi
mental projectionist, who so kindly gave up an evening in 
order to help entertain the members and families. 

In addition to entertainment which is arranged by our own 
committee, we also have an open invitation to the weekly 
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" 0 " TROOP "A " FOOTBALL TEAM 
StandinR : Sorgunt Daniels (trainer). Lance-Ccrporal Miller, Si@nalman 
Duncan, Signalman M. Ev.ns. Signalman Bewley, Captain D. f. L. James (0.C. ). 
Lance-Corporal Nicholls , Corporal Walton, Signa lman J. Bailey, Corpora l 
M. Vickers, Sergeant Archibald (Troop Sergeant ). Sitting : fusilier Paterscn, 
Corporal Slaughter, Signalman Fearon , " Colonel Pooch," Signalman 

McCormick, Lance-Ccrporal Brown, Signalman Donovan 

whist drives organised by the Divisional H.Q. Warrant 
Officers' and Sergeants' Mess held on Wednesday weekly. 
We extend many thanks .to R.S.M. Sutherland for his kind 
privilege. Also our families are frequently invited to attend 
the all-British dances held in the Divisional H.Q. Warrant 
Officers' and Sergeants' Mess, which are always very enjoy
able. 

Sport. The outstanding sporting fixture for the month of 
January was the fourth round of the B.A.0.R. Inter-Unit 
Football Competition, in which the Regiment met the 1st 
Carabiniers (Belgian Army). This m'ltch was of special 
interest, as the Regiment is the only 2nd Division team left 
in the competition. The Belgians kicked off before a large 
crowd of Signals supporters and were soon off the mark with 
some very good moves. The Belgian team impressed every
body by their speed, their approach work being excellent, but 
their finishing was poor. The first half was a ding-dong 
struggle, play going from end to end with both sides missing 
opportunities, and both teams should have scored at least 
once. Half-rime arrived with the score sheet blank. On 
resumption Signals improved and Signalman Fearon, on the 
left wing, was a constant worry to the Belgian defence. As a 
result of his good work a Belgiqn defender was forced to 
handle the ball in the penalty area, and from the resultant 
spot kick• Lance-C(lrporal Pugh gave their custodian no 
chance V1o:ith a fine drive. The Belgian team went all out to 
get on equal terms, and the game developed into a most 
exciting struggle. Time after time the Belgians swept down 
to the Signals goal, but all their efforts were in vain, the 
defence keeping their goal intact, thanks to the valiant efforts 
of Pugh, Byrnes and goalkeeper McLaughlan, who held out 
to the end, and the Signals supporters heaved a sigh of relief 
when the final whistle blew. The game was very well 
handled by Q.M.S. I. Brown, A.P.T.C., H.Q. 2nd Division. 

Final score : 2nd Divisional Signal Regiment 1, 1st 
Carabiniers (Belgian Army) o. 

In the next round, which is the semi-final, we have been 
drawn against the 29th Company Royal Engineers, and the 
game will be played at the 2nd Division Stadium, Wuppertal. 

We have entered a Regimental hockey team in the 
Divisional Inter-Unit Hockey Tournament commencing in 
February, and have been drawn against the 1st York and 
Lancaster Regiment. Cross-country running has commenced 
and it is hoped that the Regiment will have a strong team. 
To judge by the first practice runs, it certainly appe'lrs that 
we shall have a team that will make itself felt in the Divisional 
Cross-Country Championships. Herewith reproduced is a 
photograph of " 0 " Troop " A " team complete with 
mascot, who are in second place in the Inter-Troop Football 
League. 
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7th ARM01JllED DIVISIONAL SIGNAi. REGIMENT 

Dud Rotlaenfelde 
February 

Owing to weather conditions, which were milder than 
expected, no dances were held at New Year, so the main 
attraction for the first weeks of January were centred in 
Corporal Druce, Lance-Corporal Crocker and Signalman 
Smith, the Housey-Housey squad-no one, apparently, 
winning a fortune. 

On Monday, 26th January, the Unit was "on parade" 
with the British Forces Network and, according to reports, 
listeners from all over the B.A.0.R. were entertained, per
haps enthralled, by the C.O., R.S.M. Johnstone, S.S.M. 
Homer, Sergeant Falkingham, Corporal Druce, Signalmen 
Silk, Davies and Taylor, and Private Cannings, with stories of 
interest before, during, and after the campaign. A successful 
dance was held on Saturday, 31st January, ending peacefully, 
yet with a demand for more dances to be held in the near 
future. 

This has been a month of considerable activity jn the 
Regiment. Three weddings have taken place, namely, those 
of Lance-Corporal Lawson, Signalman Goodman and 
Trooper Benison, all of whom have served with the Regi
ment for a considerable time. 

We say good-bye to our vezy old friends Lance-Corporal 
Gaskell, the man who starved us, and Lance-Corporal Smart 
the Unit coalman. Another good friend, who h':ls not been 
with us for so long, and is shortly leaving us, is Corporal 
Parry, a fitter, whom the M.T. staff will always remember 
when talking of, or working on, the 4X4 Humber. We also 
say farewell to Lance-Corporal Mosley, who represented the 
Regiment in all our motor-cycle grass-track meetings, and 
also the two road-racing meetings at Belsen. 

Officers' Mess. After the Christmas festivities the Officers' 
Mess resumed its normal, peaceful life, only to wake up and 
thoroughly enjoy the G.O.C.'s farewell party on IOth January. 

The Officers' "At Home," held in Shepheard's Officers' 
.Club, on 21st January, was esteemed to be the party of the 
year, everyone thoroughly enjoying the excellent buffet and 
cocktails provided by Captain J . Warren and Captain 1. 
Offord. 

Warrant Officers' and Sergeants' Mess. With the advent 

Standing (left to right) : Sergeant G. Ford , Sergeant W. Osborne, Sergeant 
R. Simpson, Sergeant J. Falkingham , Sergeant F. Hancock, S.Q.M.S. J, 
McRoberu, Sergeant D. Norwood, Sergeant H. Warren, Sergeant T. Rigby. 
Sergeant F. Durber, Sergeant T. M. C, Deller. Sitting (left to right): 
S.Q.M.S, J. M. Philpott, S.S.M. G. Homer, A.S.M . R. Boorer, Lieut .-Colonel 
l. C. C. Harrison, R.S.M . P. Johnstane, R.Q .M.S. H. George, S.S.M. B. J. King 
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Back row (left to right) : Second-Lieutenant A. J, F. Trott, Second-Lieutenant 
M. f . U. N. Seddon, Second-lieutenant A. 'N. W . Heath, Second-Lieutenant 
K. A. H?ldsworth. Second-Lieutenant G. W . Starling, Capta in S. T. Parker. 
Second-Loeutenan.t D. K. Waterlow._ Captain S. C. Moore . Middle row ( left 
to ns.ht): Captain J. Offord. Captao~ A. Juniper, Lieutenant K. G. Holdway, 
C.purn N. W . P. Pearce, Second-Lieutenant D. C. Bull , Second-Lieutenant 
0 . A. Irving, Capt~in A. M. O'Hara. ~ront row (left to right) : Captain 
J. W . Brooks. Maior S. Schofi eld, Maior T. P. Saunders , Lieut.-Colonel 
l C. C. Harrison, M.C., Captain F. Williams , Major B. M. Thimont, 

Captain J. W . Warren 

of the New Year and its customary celebrations, the members 
really let their hair down, adopted Scottish nationality and 
went " first footing " with our genial Sergeant Cook, Hamish 
McFord. We had very little left to look forward to other than 
the anticipated break-up of the Unit and the arrival of 
B.F.N. (British Force~ Network) to put the Unit on the air 
in their popular " On Parade " programme. To those who 
were listening it seems that the broadcast was quite a success, 
but to those who took part from the Mess it seems to have 
been quite a test of nerves considering the number of cigar
ette ends which littered the stage of Bad Rothenfelde's 
massive Kurhaus ! However, following gamely in the steps 
of our C.O., Lieutenant-Colonel L. C. C. Harrison, who 
appeared to be ti.uite at home in front of the mike, R.S.M. 
John~tone (one foot off the ground before I shoot) and S.S.M. 
" Trunky" Homer (twenty questions) managed to ~tagger 
through with Sergeant Falkingham limping along as last 
man on the programme. RF.N's compere, Captain Ken 
Taylor, was afterwards entertained in the Mess, thus bring
ing to a close a very enjoyable evening. 

At the time of writing there are many anxious faces in 
the Mess, with the anticipation of "unwanted Pythons" and 
postings to that wonderful country, England, but with the 
lines of a familiar song, " For the best of friends must part," 
going through our minds the Mess continues to function. 
S.S.M.s Worcester and Alexander have left us for civvy street 
but a little bird tells us that Alex. has, once again, forsaken 
civvies for uniform so we hope to seem him back soon. 

Sport. There has not been a great deal of sport during the 
past month. This was partly due to inclement weather, and 
partly due to the playing off of the final matches in the 
B.A.0.R. half of the Army Hockey Championship and 
Divisional Knock-out Competition. Then the hockey team 
played the 5tl1 Royal Tanks, who won 9-r. The football 
team have played three matches against neighbouring units, 
resulting in two wins and one loss. 

Radio Club. The Radio Club D2DB was on the air for 
about six months. A detailed write-up was given in Soldier. 
for February. The station first used a battery transmitter 
(U.S .A. BCr91) but the club members later built a new rig 
which gave 150 watts on the 80 and 40 metre band£. In 
the next three months nearly 300 stations were contacted 
and about half of them sent their Q.S.L. Cards which make 
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an imposing array on the wall of the shack: Stations con
tacted were in Italy, Denmark, Great Britain and all the 
other European countries, as well as in Greenland, Canada 
and U.S.A. The results achieved by team-work and a 
lit~le ingenuity are comparable with the new knowledge 
gamed and the happy hours spent in the club. It was great 
while it lasted. 

No. II AIR FORMATION SIGNAL REGIIUE~T 

Dnckelhurg 
February 

While the R~giment has been settling down and recovering 
from the C'.hris~as and New Year celebrations, a major 
tr~sformauon m_ the composition and organisation of the 
l!rut has been taking place. A large measure of decentralisa
uon, not yet completed, is being effected, while the strength 
of the Urut has been considerably depleted. Many familiar 
faces departed on 29th December on a large draft to England; 
o0ers have gone further afield. Since then No. 53 Conver
sion Troop have moved to Uetersen, No. n5 D.R., No. rr5 
T.~. and the L.A.D. have moved to R.A.F. Station, Sundem, 
while the advance party of R.H.Q. is comfortably ensconced 
at Air ~.Q., Buc~ebur~, in the same block as No. I Squadron, 
r5th Air Formanon Signal Regiment. 

Goodwood Barracks, Celle, now has a somewhat deserted 
and rather hushed air, with only No. 64 T.M., No. ro2 Tele
Op. (now known as Celle Squadron) and the remainder of 
R.H.Q. Troops still there. At Buckeburg, R.H.Q. seems to 
be still more closely associated with the R.A.F., as we are in 
a R.A.F. barracks. 

Sergeants' Mess Farewell Dinner and Dance. A farewell 
dinner and dance was held at the Warrant Officers' and Ser
geants' Mess on 24th January. Toasts were proposed to the 
Colonel-in-Chief, departing members, and the Regiment. 
The C.O. and the Officers were invited to the dance, and 
everyone enjoyed a very pleasant evening's entertainment . 
S.S.M. Mudge presented the C.0. and Mrs. Sladen with a 
gobl~t. of wine on behalf of the Sergeants' Mess, on the 
condiuon that the C.O. took it round to all present. The 
provision was duly carried out. 

Congratulatory. The Regiment takes this opportunity of 
offering its heartiest congratulations to S.S.M. and Mrs. 
Broadhead on the birth of a son, weighing IO lbs. I oz., on 
30th January, r948. 

No. 15 AIR FORMATION SIGNAL REGIMENT 

Gutersloh 
February 

R.H.Q. AND No. 2 SQUADRO . It is the misfortune 
of most units raised during war-time that their life is short. 
Many units in the late war existed for only a year or two, 
and we are luckier than many in having survived five year . 
But our turn has now come, and this is our last appearance in 
THE WIRE. 

All regiments should write their history, but very few war
time regiments do, and it i the destiny of those who leave no 
written record to be soon forgotten by the world at large. 
Only the men who served in good regiment will remember 
them, and we hope that all old members of No. 15 Air 
Formation will look back with some pleasure-and not a 
little pride-on the day~ they spent in this Regiment. 

(conti11ued on page 73) 
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THE ROYAL HO SPIT AL, CHELSEA 

72 

Princess Eliubeth at t he Royal Hospital on Founders' Day, 
29th May, l 947 

Picture above 1how1 t he Portico, Centre Court 

THOSE who have never seen a Chdsea Pensioner in the 
flesh will nevertheless be familiar with his picturesque,. 

uniform, which has been employed so often for advertising. 
purposes. Who has not seen a rubicund pensioner, larger 
than life, on the poster hoardings, either quaffing a pint of ale 
or smoking a reflective pipe ? Nor are these advertisements 
altogether misleading, since a pint of beer i~ included in the 
daily ration, and on certain days of the week it may be 
commuted, if desired, for tobacco. 

The Royal Hospital, Chelsea, which has been the home of 
the Chelsea Pensioners for over 250 years, is not, of course, a 
hospital in the modern sense of the word, but rather a hostel 
or retreat, though it does include an infirmary for the sick 
and bed-ridden. It was founded by King Charles II in 
1682, in the days when the Army numbered under ro,ooo 
men, and was intended to accommodate all the Army 
pensioners. With the increase in the Forces, and con
sequently in the number of pensioners, many of the latter 
had to be placed on out-pension, and at the present day the 
Army out-pensioners number over 90,000, whereas the 
establishment of in-pensioners has always been restricted 
to about 500. To be admitted an old soldier must either be 
qualified by long service or have been " broken in the wars," 
that is to say, he must be in receipt of a pension either for 
service or wounds. In practice the great majority of those 
admitted are widowers, who, feeling lonely in their old age,. 
turn to the companionship of their old comrades. 

The buildings, designed by Sir Christopher Wren, are 
arranged round three quadrangles, which stand in spacious 
grounds of over 60 acres, thus forming a pleasant retreat 
amid L ondon's busy streets. The buildings. were badly 
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damaged by bombs during the late war and are now in course 
of being restored, but, owing to the priority given to housing, 
the work will necessarily take some years to complete. 
Meanwhile, as there is room for only about 200 pension<::rs at 
Chelsea, a large building at Leatherhead, formerly occupied 
as a school for the blind, has been taken over to provide 
additional accommodation. This annexe, which stands in 
its own grounds, is administered like the Royal Hospital 
and has proved very popular with the " recruits,'' who are 
mostly sent there. 

The Royal Hos'pital has a distinguished Governor in 
General Sir Clive Liddell, who is assisted by a Lieutenant
Governor and staff, organised somewhat ~e a regiment, in 
which selected pensioners serve as N.C.O.s. Though run 
on military lines the duties are light and every allowance is 
made for physical infirmities, while the parades are limited 
to those for church and pay. 

The basic pay is 1s. 9d. per week for those who receive the 
contributory old age pension and 3s. 6d. per week for those 
who do not, but it is hoped that the latter rate may shortly be 
raised. Pensioners may also earn additional money as 
N.C.0.s or in various light employments, and when on 
leave they are paid ration allowance at the rate of 2s. 6d. a 
day. In the Royal Hospital pensioners are required to wear 
uniform, but on furlough they may wear civilian clothes if 
they wish . T he ration is as generous as the present restric-

Drit.l8'a Army ol the Rhine (continued f rom page 71) 

Although from now on we shall be widely separated by 
distance, and increasingly, a.s the years go by, by time, we 
must all do our best to keep in touch with old friends . There 
are three ways in which we can do this. First, by writing 
and giving news of any former members of the Regiment 
we are still in touch with ; secondly, by attending functions 
organised by branches of the Royal Signals Association in 
many towns ; and, thirdly, by visiting the new Royal Signals 
memorial clubs when they are formed. 

In these days we are lucky to find one man, Corporal 
L indley, who has been with the Regiment since the be
ginning. From the first Lindley was the C.O.'s driver
batman and had as good a chance as anyone to see what was 
going on. Thanks to bis phenomenal memory, we are able 
to piece together something of our history. Without him 
much would have been already forgotten. The following 
account has not been checked from any documents, but will 
probably not be far wron<;. 

" X " H.Q. Signals was raised in January, 1943, at Kirk
burton, nea.r Huddersfield, by our first C.O., Lieutenant
Colonel F. J. Behn, O.B.E., T.D., and moved to Stirley Hill in 
March. In June the bulk of our men arrived and we became 
No. 15 Air Formation Signals. In July the Regiment moved 
to Crurnlin, Co. Antrim, where it did four months' intensive 
training. Lindley says that " Crumlin was a lousy dump.'' 

In December the Regiment moved to Hendon and took 
over the communications of No. 2 Group, 2nd Tactical Air 
Force. It continued to sen·e this Group until the Group 
was disbanded last May. In January, 1944, Lieutenant 
Inch's Wing Signal Troop was the first to become operationai, 
when it joined No. 140 Wing near Bishop's Stortford. In 
March the Regimental Command Group, with several 
Signal Troops, moved to Mongwell Park, near Wallingford, 
and the remainder of the Regiment to Turner's Court. In 
April or May No. 3 Squadron moved to Goodwood Park. 

When the invasion came in June, No. 15 Air Formation 
Signal Regiment were disappointed in their hope of an early 
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Colonnad e 

tions will permit, while other amenities provided on the 
premises include allotment gardens, a bowling club, billiards, 
a lending library, and a supply of daily newspapers and 
periodicals. In short, it may be said that the whole object of 
the Royal Hospital is to make the Chelsea Pensioners as 
comfortable and happy as possible. 

C.G.T.D. 

crossing, but in August, led by No. 150 Line Troop, No. r 
Squadron landed on the Normandy coast near Avranches, 
and in September reached Brussels via Fahise, Beauvais and 
Arniens. Early in October No. 2 Group, 2nd T.A.F., 
crossed the Channel and established its Headquarters at the 
Caseme de Cavalerie in Brussels, and the Regimental 
Command Group and No. 2 Squadron moved in at the same 
time. They remained there for nearly a year. A month later 
No. 3 Squadron and the ' -tail " of the Regiment crossed 
over from England and the Squadron established itself near 
Douai. This Squadron later moved to Eindhoven and in 
September, 1945, took over the Regiment's commitments in 
Brussels. L ieutenant-Colonel Behn gave up command of the 
Regiment in August, 1945, after over two and a half years in 
command, and on 15th August Lieutenant-Colonel F. Davies 
became the C.O. (Those who are interested in the \.Vriting of 
history may like to know hov: this date has been established 
with a fair degree of certainty without having recourse to 
records. We had evidence that Lieutenant-Colonel Davies 
left No. 14 Air Formation Signal Regiment on promotion at 
the end of April, 1945, to command o. 15. That he left 
on promotion at the end of April seems certain enough, but 
he cannot have gone direct to No. 15, for Corporal Lindley 
remembers that he arrived to take over on 15th August, 
which was Corporal Lindley's birthday. Moreovl!r, Lieu
tenant-Colonel Behn was still commanding on 28th July, 
because that was the day of the big parade of the Guards 
Armoured Division in Brussels. 011 that day Lindley should 
have taken LieutenaN-Colonel Behn to the parade, but the 
C.O. was taken ill and Lindley had to take him to hospital 
instead. We hope this will give you some confidence in the 
accuracy of this record.) 

The end of the war saw no immediate change in the 
situation of tl1e Regiment, but as the months went by the 
spectre of disbandment began to walk abroad. On 1st 
September, 1945, the Regiment, less No. 3 Squadron, moved 
from Brussels to Gutersloh (about half-\ ay between Dort
mund and Hanover). The following month No. I Squadron 
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mo,·ed to Wuppertal and was soon after disbax:ided and _we 
tookovercommandofNo. l Squadron, No. 16Air Fom1auon 

ignal Regiment in Paris. _This. Squac1r?n had been 
originally in No. 18 Air Formgtion Signal Regiment. When 

•0 . 1 wa disbanded it became par, of No. 17, and when 
No. 17 went it wa transferred to No. 16. Our old No. 3 
Squadron disbanded early in 1946 and~ r~placed b . o. 3 
Squadron of r0 s. 16 or 17 :Air Formation Signal Regiments, 
then at Ghent. At the same time we took over a !ourth 

quadron from o. 14 on the disbandment of that Regime':1t. 
In June or July our o. 3 Squadron from Ghent was dis
banded and our No. 4 Squadron, then at the famous Bad 
Gode berg, became No. 3 Squadron. 

In February, 19~6, Lieutenant-Colonel G. P. Shepherd 
came from No. 13 (disbanding) and took over comm~d 
from Lieutenant-Colonel Davies, who was then being 
released. By September No. 12 was also disb~nding, and 
their C.O., Lieutenant-Colonel F. I. N. McOstnch, came to 
us and took over from Lieutenant-Colonel Shepherd. 
Colonel McOstrich remained with us until last ovember, 
when he left to take up the appointment of C.S.0., West 
Africa. In September No. 1 Squadron was aLo di~banded 
and we took over No. 1 Squadron of No. 12, which was 
stationed at Bad Eilsen, where it was responsible for the 
communications at Air Headquarters, British Air Forces of 
Occupation. There was still one further change of Squadrons 
in July, 1947, when we took over No. I _Squadron of N~. II 
at Hamburg as our No. 3 Squadron, while our No. 3 Squad
ron became No. I Squadron of o. Ir. 

That, then, is our brief history. At one time in 1945 our 
commitments extended over a large part of Western Europe. 
We had men in Denmark and in the extreme south-west 
corner of France, near the Spanish border. 

There were detachments in or near many French and 
Belgian towns, including Paris, Brussels, Lyons, Douai, 
Cambrai and Ghent. Those were the days-days when 
there were leave centres in Biarritz and on the Riviera ! 
And we still have detachments near Fulda in the American 
Zone, in Adenau in the French Zone, and at Eindhoven, and 
on the Marseilles airfield at Istres. Now we hand over these 
many duties to No. I I Air Formation Signal Regiment, who, 
under the command of Lieutenant-Colonel A. T . Sladen, 
will be the only Air Formation Signal Regiment remaining in 
B.A.O.R. 

Though on paper we are now being disbanded, it is, in 
fact, an amalgamation with No. II, and the majority of our 
Officers and nearly all our men will go to No. Ir. Among 
those who transfer will be Major Western, our Second-in
Command (to Second-in-Command of No. 11) ; Major 
Jarvis, our O.C. No. 2 Squadron; and Major Wood, our 
O.C. No. 3 Squadron. The two Squadron Commanders 
take over the same Squadrons in No. II. Our R.S.M., 
R.S.M. G. Kerr, and our R.Q.M.S., R.Q.M.S. McCulloch, 
take over similar appointments in No. II. 

We are very sorry to say good-bye to Major C. W. 
Wheeler, M.B.E., who has commanded No. l Squadron ever 
since it came to us from No. 12 in September, 1946. He has 
gone to No. 2 L. of C. Signal Regiment as their quarter
master. Major Hewitt, who since Christmas has officiated 
as the Squadron Commander, becomes O.C. No. I Squad
ron, No. I 1, which takes over our No. I Squadron's commit
mentS at Air Headquarters and all its remaining Officers and 
men. 

We will not close these notes without mentioning Sergeant 
Cochrane, A.C.C. He joined us towards the end of 1943 
and, except for Corporal Lindley, is our oldest member, for 
no one would think of regarding him other than as a member 
of the Regiment. He has done more for our messing than 
anyone else could have done, and both Officers and men will 
long remember him as the master chef who could produce
from apparently nothing-a banquet equal to any ever seen 
at the Guildhall. We do not yet know his future, but we 
hope it will be a very happy one. 
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BERLIN' SIGN'AL S(tt:ADllON' 

February 
The month has been a quiet one ; in fact, almost un

eventful. The anticipated snow and frost failed to materialise, 
completely upsetting all our arrangements for skating. On 
one occasion the thermometer registered -5° C., but, 
apart from that, this winter has been a very mild one. 

Three of our members left for home this month : Lieu
tenant " Jock " Halton, Corporal Morley and Lance
Corporal Steele. Our good wishes go with them. " Jock " 
was captured by the Sergeants one night before he left and 
disappeared till the following morning. 

Second-Lieutenant Grimshaw arrived on posting from 
U. K. some time ago and is now comfortably settled in. 

Soccer. Results of the Berlin Junior League just published 
showed that the Squadron was placed ninth as follows : 
Games Won Lost Drawn Goals for Against 

II 3 7 I 29 35 
Towards the end the team was sadly depleted, the result 

of postings and release. A knock-out competition is just 
about to begin and it is hoped that we shall have better luck 
in that. 

One member of the team, Driver Wignall, has repeatedly 
been included in the Combined Services, Berlin, team, 
which is a feather in the Squadron's cap. 

Table Tennis. To date we are fifth in the league and of 
seven matches have won two and lost five. The opposition 
has been tough, but at last we seem to have struck a winning 
sequence. 

Basket Ball. Following a purge curied out by the Sports 
Officer, the Squadron now has three basket ball teams. The 
enthusiasm is there all right, although science is lacking. 
There are, however, definite signs of improvement, and we 
are now looking round for opposition from other units. 

Snooker and B illiards. A successful snooker tournament 
has been held which attracted many competitors. The 
winner and runner-up were Signalmen Ritchie and Phillips 
respectively, and they are to be congratulated on their skill. 
As a result of the keen interest shown a billiards tournament 
has now been organised. 

Darts. The winner of the last darts match was Signalman 
Phillips. There were some very good contests and the final 
was very close. 

While this article is being written it has started to snow, 
so perhaps we will get our winter sports after all. 

"BERLIN JIMMY." 

HAMB1JRG DISTRICT SIGNAL SQUADRON 

February 

Since our hst effort at producing copy for THE WIRE many 
changes have taken place here. In the first place tJ:le Ham
burg District Signal Office has now moved from Standard 
House to Luftgau Barracks, Blankenese, and the billets from 
Klopstockstrasse to Phillips Barracks, Osdorf. This ~'lused 
much heart burning, as it means no more elevenses m the 
Carlile Club, and we are now away from the bright lights 
and night fairies. Still, our accommodation is good and we 
now have a Signal Office second to none in Rhine Army. 

Our present Signal Office Troop Sergeant is none other 
than S.Q.M.S. "Darkie" Follows, well known in Corps 
boxing circles in the good old days. Sergeant Berry, another 
old timer, is in charge of the D.T.s. 
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Many of the old stalwarts of this Troop have departed for 
civilian life or for further service under the hot sun. Amongst 
these are Sergeants Johnson, Daly and Smith and Corporal 
Smith of S.D.S. Office fame. Old favourites still with us 
include Corporal (now Sergeant) R. C. Wright, Corporals 
Mitchell, Johnson, Waters and Dennis and Signalmen 
Glover, Lattimer, Bernard, Hartle and Hill (0.K.L.). 
Signalman Jones has returned from civilian life to cake up 
Army life seriously and is now with 2nd Echelon sporting a 
tape. 

A few days ago we welcomed a new intake from 5th 
Divisional Signals. 

We offer sincere congratulations to Sergeant Leech on the 
occasion of his marriage to Miss Lilian Roddam, one of the 
exchange supervisors. 

Our R.S.M. Baker would be interested to hear from 
Lieutenant (T.M.0.) Shirley. 

No. 2 L OF C. SIGNAL llEGIMENT 

Herford 
February 

H.Q. Warrant Officers' and Sergeants' Mess. Introducing 
the Mess, we have a strength of 36 dining members and 14 
married " pads " from Nos. I and 3 Squadrons. No. 2 
Squadron, who are stationed at Bad Oeynhausen, have their 
own Mess. 

Our President is R.S.M. D. Herberts, ex-49th Divisional 
Signals. We have quite a few Regulars among our members 
and their names might be of interest to other Regul?rs 
serving elsewhere. "Tara "-as above: W.0.II (Ted) 
Clayton (Chief Scribe), S.S.M.s (Fred) Lathbury (S.S.M. 
No. 3 Squadron), (Pat) Walsh (S.S.M. No. l Squadron), 
(Pot) Pash (S.S.M. R.H.Q. Squadron), (Tich) Parker (i/c 
Unit M.T. Stores), S.Q.M.S.s (Bob) Blaikie, (Jimmy) 
Latimer, (Mick) Roman, (F. of S.) Pritchard, Sergeants (Red) 
Bentley, (Bob) Charnock, (Busty) Oram, (Slim) Pauley, 
(Tich) Gorman, (Tich) Newman, (Gestapo) Stead. 

Being accommodated in what used to be a German P'lilZer 
barracks, our Mess is spacious and has been made very 
comfortable through the efforts of our P.M.C., the skill of 
Serge'lllt Charnock and others pulling their weight. Con
sequently our Entertainments Committee h'.we plenty of 
scope to show what they can do, and it is sufficient to say we 
have some good "do's." At present a billiards, snooker 
and darts knock-out competition is being run. Interest is 
keen and, as always, there are one or two " dark horses." 
It is hoped to give the winners' names next month. 

Our heartiest congratulations and best wishes to R.S.M. 
(Jimmy) Scott on getting his commission, and we hope he 
will soon settle down with Hamburg District Signals. 

Good luck to S.Q.M.S. (F. of S.) Timperley on taking his 
demob. and to Sergeant Chantry on posting to H.E. (M) 
Signal Regiment, Southern Command. · 

Births. Four to record since the last publication of our 
notes, and we extend to the following our heartiest con
gratulations : R.S.M. and Mrs. D. Herberts, a son; S.S.M. 
and Mrs. C. Burman, a daughter; S.S.M. and Mrs. S. 
Parker, a son; Sergeant and Mrs. O'Keefe, a daughter ; 
all at No. 155 Military General Hospital, Bergkirchen, 
B.A.0.R. 

Marriage. We extend to S.Q.M.S. (F. of S.) and Mrs. 
Pritchard and Mrs. (Jock) Harvey our best wishes for a happy 
married life. 

The Mercury Theatre's Second Birthday. The Mercury 
Theatre is an· institution run voluntarily by personnel of 
No. 2 L. of C . ..:1ignal Regiment and A.T.S. ignals, Germany 
(with a few exceptions), and is quite a well-famed home of 
entertainment in B1d Oeynhausen. On 1st February it 
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reached the ripe old age of two years, and to mark the 
occasion a special show was devised and presented to packed 
houses on the 2nd, 3rd, 4th, 5th and 6th February. The 
final performance on 6th February proved to be a real 
bumper show, and amongst the audience were Mrs. E. M. 
Bastyan (wife of Major-General E. M. Bastyan, M.G.A.), 
Brigadier W. H. G. Rogers, c .B.E., Royal Signals (C.S.0. 
B.A.O.R.), Brigadier R. L. Tavener (Deputy Military 
Secretary), Brigadier R. C. Harris (D.J.A.C.), Colonel the 
Hon. N. F. Sommerset (Garrison Commander), Controller 
C. E. Aymer, o.B.E. (D.D.A.T.S. B.A.0.R.), Senior Com
mander C. H. M. Jackson, o.B.E. (C.O. A.T.S. Signals, 
Germany, Vice-President Mercury Theatre), Colonel D. 
McGregor, Royal Signals (C.A.F.S.0.), G.I Miller (Senior 
American Officer in the Garrison), and the Commanding 
Officer No. 2 L. of C. Signal Regiment, Lieutenant-Colonel 
R. C. Conway-Gordon (President of the Mercury The·me), 
and Mrs. R. C. Conway-Gordon. 

In a speech given by Lieutenant-Colonel Conway-Gordon 
the history of the Mercury Theatre was outlined, mentioning 
the fact that the theatre was originally a bombed-out furniture 
showroom, and by dint of sweating brows and willing hands 
the Mercury Theatre was born on 1st February, 1946. 
Since that date 80 shows have been put on at the Mercury 
in an endeavour to keep to the theatre's maxim, " A show a 
week." In continuing, the C.O. said that the~e shows con
sisted of 69 three-act plays, three evenings of one-act plays, 
and eight variety shows or revues. He also announced that 
a number of ex-Mercury members had banded together to 
form a theatre group called the Falstaff Theatre Group, 
and they are hoping to create a counterpart of the Mercury 
in England, possibly in the Kingston area. Up to date they 
are 25 strong, most of them belonging at one time to No. 2 
L. of C. Signal Regiment or A.T.S. Signals, Germany. 
The audience seemed to appreciate the spirit and courage of 
this band of adventurers, judging by the applause that echoed 
round the walls of the Mercury Theatre as Lieutenant
Colonel Conway-Gordon concluded his speech. The variety 
show, in which the Rhinelanders Regimental Dance Band 
played a leading part, was a great success and the audience 
thoroughly enjoyed itself, and after the final curtain the 
players came down from the stage complete with costume and 
make-up and mingled with the audience in the foyer of the 
theatre. Lieutenant-Colonel and Mrs. R. C. Conway
Gordon concluded the evening's celebrations by cutting a 
very larj!e birthday cake with one of the Mercury's property 
swords. 

No. I SQUADRON. This month we said good-bye and 
good luck to Captain C. H. Kelly and Lieutenant Mackie, 
two of the old faithfuls of the Sqm1dron, who left for U.K. 
on Class" A" release. We think that their last few memories 
of the B.A.O.R. will be among the happiest they possess. 
.We also lost Second-Lieutenant R. Truby to R.H.Q. Squad
ron, where he has taken up duties in the Admin. Office. 

To counteract our losses we are pleased to welcome 
Lieutenant C. Sinclair, who has already found his vocation 
at the Mercury Theatre. We wonder here if Captain D. S. 
Home (Second-in-Command) and Lieutenant C. Sinclair 
are to form a branch of the good old Handlebar Club. 
Second-Lieutenant Irving arrived this morning from 7th 
Armoured Division, and; since he is a Scot, we are hoping to 
have gained another good footballer. 

The centre of attraction this month is the miniature range, 
where keen competition is being e>.."Perienced and all con
testants are out for a place in the Unit team. One member of 
the Squadron was among the successful come tants in a 
recent Unit boxing match against 1st R.T.R. Signalman 
Haskins, welter-weight, was an easy winner, as indeed he 
was in several boxing matches in No. 2 Training Regiment, 
Catterick, as a novice. Training is still in progress and we 
look forward to bringing more details of successes at a later 
date. 
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Under the expert supervision of the Regimental Lines 
ffi er, Captain D. ~ . utherland_, and Sergeant J. Yenda~l 

the quadron is running a jointers' .course. T~e school is 
open in the evening and good u e is_ m:,dc of it by those 
mtere ted in getting a little extra pracuce. 

Squadron H.Q. held th.cir much belated Chris?Das p:arty 
on 20th January. We were very loath to part wi~ L~ce
Corporal Oram the O.C.'s driver, and several of his friends 
who left the Squadron on Class " A " release last week. 
The party ,.,11s their farewell one and was ho11:oure? b¥ the 
pre.ence of Major S. G. Hodg on an~ Captam L1ttel1~hn
The N .A.A.F.I. pro,ided an excellent dirmer and a good ume 
was had by all. 

~o. I \\'IRELESS REGIIUENT 

February 

Over the past six months personnel changes in the Regi
ment have been very frequent. Since last au~n new 
arrival in the Officers' Mess have included Captalll H . B. 
Williams, Second-Lieutenants J. C. Greenwood, J. R. 
Mackie, D. Mc Teil, R. S. Ferguson and J. C. B. 1:'lunneley. 
Our best wishes go to Lieutenant H. Allen, who will by now 
be starting on his post-service car.eer. 

The Sergeants' Mess, too, have seen many changes. 
Sergeant Flooks, an old hand o~ the l:!nit, unfortuna~ely 
met with an accident last year and is now w a U.K. ~osp1tal. 
We hope he is well on the way to recovery. Best wishes go 
to Sergeant Lane, who recently left for ciyvy street. ~ew 
faces in the Mess are those of S.Q.M.S. Miller, who arrived 
last month from U.K., and Sergeants Stebbings and 
Ellis, who are now busy justifying their newly-gained third 
tape. 

The Regiment could perhaps assert a claim of being a 
typical B.A.0.R. unit for activities are almost con_ipletely 
limited to within the barrack area, large towns berng not 
within easy reach. Consequently, we depend very much on 
each other for our recreation. The Entertainments Com
mittee, headed by Second-Lieutenant Mackie, is the~efore 
kept very busy, organising twice weekly dances and cmema 
shows, besides frequent and more varied pastimes such as 
skittles and smoking concerts. 

Education, too, plays its part in encouraging corres
pondence course students, handicraft and discussion groups. 
The Education Officer, Second-Lieutenant Ferguson, has 
been busy increasing the stock of the Unit Library, which is 
always in great demand. 

Our inexhaustible radio 1mateurs are now " on net " 
again with their call-sign D2LM and, having just received 
a gross of Q.S.L. l:Srds, are only just too anxious to despatch 
them to other unit " ham "groups on the 14 Mc. band. 

The winter being extraordinary mild skating enthusiasts 
have had to swallow their disappointment and join the foot
ball fans, whose activities have been almost non-stop this 
season. The Unit team has, by hard practice and good foot
ball, reached second place in Division II of the Hamburg 
Sub-Area League. Recent opponents have been No. ror8 
Port Operating Company, R.A.O.C., and No. 194 Provost 
Company, R.C.M.P., final scores being respectively 5-2 
and 2-1 in the Unit's favour. 

Our goal-keeper, Signalman Miller, a one-time schoolboy 
international, was included in the representative Hamburg 
Sub-Area team last month. Results of the trial match for 
selection of the English team in Hamburg Area's forthcoIPing 
" International " have not yet been announced, so the four 
Unit team stalwarts wlio took part are Eti ll busy " hoping 
and practising." 
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4th AllMOlJRED HRIGADE SIGNAL SQUADRON 

f,uueburg 
February 

Quite a fe'vv changes have taken place during the past 
month. The first week of February saw the departure of 12 
O.R.s from thi Squadron on posting to the U.K. for further 
service overseas. We wish them the best of luck and bon 
voyage ! Inter-troop postings have also taken place, with 
most of the lower age and service group O.R.s being posted 
to our out-troops which, in some cases, are U.K. bound; 
the higher groups (leing called in to join" H.Q." and" W" 
Troop. We hope all these changes have not broken up too 
many romances. 

Last week saw the end of a week's instructional visit by 
six operators ; three from No. 32 L. of C. Signal Squ?d~on 
and three from Schleswig Holstein Sub-Area. The obiect 
of this visit was to enable operators to see the work done by 
Signals in an Armoured Brigade Signal Squadron. The 
operators, we have heard, enjoyed their stay but were ~lad 
to get bade to their own unit as they had more attractions 
during off-duty hours than they did at Luneburg. 

(Anyway, your guess as regarding attractions is as good 
as mine.) 

Visits each Friday are still looked forward to by all mern
b~rs of the Squadron. The latest plac~~ of interest _ visit~d 
were the British Forces Network, Bnush Eu~opean Air
ways and the Nordwestdeuts~h~ Rundfunk . . "Thanks are 
extended by all ranks to the ongmator of the VlSlts and also 
for the hospitality shown by the men who show the tro?ps 
round. 

A whist drive is held one evening each week in the troops' 
dining hall and is attended by the majority of the Squadron. 
Seraeant Malton (Dick) runs the drive with great success. 
On; lucky person won a cigare~e case one w~ek_ and the 
following week managed to get a lighter to go with it. 

" W" TROOP. Training during the past month has 
followed very much the umal pattern of _winter trainin~, 
with the accent on sport, educational d1scuss1ons, and weekly 
visits to local industries. 

Surely the most "gripping," but nevertheless the most 
in.:eresting of the evening educational periods was a t~lk by 
the Troop Commander, Capt'3in S. Vernon, Royal Signals, 
on East Africa. Never before have I seen so many 
gripped so successfully for so long on ~o littl~. The whole 
Squadron were literally glued to their chairs and, even 
though the talk was scheduled ~o l~s~ 45 minut~s to one ho_ur, 
at the end of 90 minutes each md1vidual was sunply ha~grng 
on to the next word. Time and time again the audience 
were told that if anyone wished they could leave, but not a 
soul stirred. At the end of two hours-having a wife and 
baby waiting-I simply had to go, but_ the talk _ went on. 
That is " gripping," soldier ! I am a bit of a gripper my
self, but I willingly forfeit all claims to the Fiala. 

About a week later, a draft left this Unit for England, 
en route to service in sunnier climes, but I do not think they 
were quite as heavy hearted as the average draftees. Som~ of 
them I feel sure were silently hoping to get to East Africa. 
Maybe, chaps ? ' But it might even be Burma-th~t is 
another story though. 

We have had one or two very successful social evenings. 
The junior ranks, feeling bold, c~llenged the Officers, 
Warrant Officers and Sergeants to an m-door games tourney 
and received a thrashing. "Appy" Andrew, our gros~er 
grocer, did not consider the men's team fully representative 
and a return match was arranged. 

The tables were turned by the men winning the e".'ening, 
but it was a close fight and, altogether, a very enioyable 
evening. Even S.Q.M.S. Roake left S.S.M. Nurse's toy 
train alone for once and joined in the sports. 
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Another unusual occurrence was the holding of a dance 
at Luneberg's Palais. It was a tremendous success and 
almost the whole Squadron turned up. The P.R.!. is still 
staggering around with an ice pack on his head. It certainly 
cost a tidy penny_, but was well spent ; everyone enjoy~ a 
drink on the house. 

Sport plays a major part in the Squadron routine and, 
despite the fact that five members of the soccer team are at 
present indulging in the evils of home life in England, we 
have maintained our reputation at football by winning two 
of our three league games during January, 8-2 and 6-o, 
losing the third 2-4. Many older members of the Troop 
have returned to their more peaceful o.ccupations in civvy 
street-wherever that might be-and with best wishes for 
the future to them all, I will say cheerio. 

"Y" TROOP, ATTACHED 3RD ROYAL TANK 
REGIMENT. Well, friends, this is our final contribution 
to THE WIRE as " Y " Troop, but we hope that v/e will be 
.able to contribute under a new name when the time arrives. 

In the realm of sport these last two months the Troop con
tinued with its run of football successes by winning three 
games, drawing one and losing one in running. Our 
cross-country expert, Driver Fleming, has been also doing 
well. In the regimental cross-country competitions, so far, 
he has still to be beaten. He has also been chosen to repre-
ent the Regiment in the Schleswig-Holstein Sub-Area 

Cross-Country Run. We hope that he will maintain his 
record and we wish him success. 

Our amateur radio station D2CJ has at last had to close 
down, but it is hoped that we will be able to re-open under 
another call sign soon after our arrival in U.K. We will let all 
our ex-contacts know our new call as soon as we can. 

Since we have started to get ready for the move, it has 
been noticed that all the Troop have very tired looks in the 
mornings ; it must be the quick change from leisure to 
work that is doing it. Even the wireless operators have been 
helping-to the amazement of all concerned. We now 
wonder what they are all after. Soon after we arrive back 
in U.K. we shall be losing our Troop Sergeant, Sergeant 
Britton, so we should like to take this opportunity of v.ishing 
him every success in his civilian life. 

No. 31 INDEPENDEN'T L. OF C. 

SIGNAL SQUADRON 

Celle 
February 

During the latter half of January this Squadron was 
rudely uprooted from the even tenure of its existence in 
Hanover, and transplanted to Celle. The transition period 
covered a matter of three weeks-and we have yet No. 37 
T.O. Troop to grace us with its presence. They are still in 
Hanover, running the Signal Office, until properly relieved. 

Our new abode is Trenchard Barracks, until lately the 
roost of No. 84 Group, R.A.F. The accommodation is 
similar to that of our last station-but the barracks are much 
more extensive-why-M.T.0. is thinking of having a 
walkie-talkie net from the Squadron Office to his garages. 

We are taking over tl1e responsibilities-with regard to 
communications-of the 84 Group, R.A.F. Signal Office 
communications at the moment of going to press are : two 
teleprinters to Rhine Army, one to 5th Division, RA., and 
one back to Hanover. S.D.S. operates as far afield as 
Oldenburg and further south, Brunswick, Bielefeld and Bad 
Oeynhausen. . 

Naturally, with heavier commitments we have rec~1ved 
reinforcements. From No. 30 Independent L. of C. Signal 
Squadron we have : No. 181 Tele. Op. Troop; O.C., 
Second-Lieutenant Hawkins; Troop Sergeant Young. No. 
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149 Tele. E. Troop; 0.C.) Second-Lieutenant Hense; Troop 
Sergeant Lord. No. 133 D.R. Troop; Troop Sergeant, 
Sergeant Thornton. And also, from No. 30 Independent 
L. of C. Signal Squadron : No. 63 Op. Troop; O.C., 
Second-Lieutenant Barnes; Troop Sergeant, Sergeant 
Phillips. 

They are already operational. Signal Office reliefs are 
now 16 strong and D.R. runs extensive. 

Of course, reunions have been widespread between 
" Bods " and everybody is settling cheerfully. Celle pos
sesses a very fine N.A.A.F.I. in the Riverside Club and, 
although smaller than Hanover, caters very well for off
duty key-pounders. 

Making sure I have this item of news under the right 
heading, this is where we officially congratulate our Com
manding Officer, Major J. L. Purdon, and his wife on the 
birth of a son at Hanover on 25th December. 

Demob. has claimed,.amongst others, Signalman Manning, 
of imperishable memory, if only for his P.O.W." grips." We 
shall be losing all the old faces between February and April, 
however, so we are steeling ourselves for heartrending part
ings. Lots of " Bods " are cheerfully packing their bags 
and leaving us for '' Demob. courses " ; that, of cour e, is 
B.A.O.R. language for " Pre-Release Skive." 

Captain Bounds is in Blighty on a ro-day course and our 
Second-in-Command, Captain Dickson, is on leave, also in 
the promised land. Captain Bounds entered the ranks of 

. the benedicks towards the latter end of last year. Handy 
course, sir, eh ? 

We are literally too busy to organise any sport. Our 
soccer team has not played since 24th December and the 
hockey enthusiasts, ably led by Sergeant Kelly, are ener
getically searching for a very elusive hockey pitch. 

The S.S.M. bas pinched the only likely-looking spot for 
the moniing parades !. 

"TOSH" 

THE SIGNALS ASSOCIATION OF THE 
ROYAL CORPS OF SIG TALS 

Knowing the value of comradeship during your service 
in the Army you will no doubt appreciate its equal import
ance in civil life. By joining The Signals Association you 
will be assisting to perpetuate friendships and connections 
formed during the war, and whose continuance will be the 
foundation of good relationship throughout the Empire in 
peace. 

The broad objects of The Signals Association are: -
To establish a link between old soldiers and their 

former comrades in the Corps. 
To arrange for periodical social reunions. 
The publication of THE WIRE, the Corps Magazine, 

giving Signals Association news. All old comrades can 
obtain a copy on application to the Editor, THE WIRE, 88 
Eccleston Square, London, S.W.1. Full details are given 
in our Editorial page. 

Advice and guidance are at all times available, and, in 
cases of nece sicy, financial assistance. 
It is very much in the interests of all serving and former 

members of the Corps that they should join The ignals 
Association. Apply now to: -

The General Secretary, 
The Signals Association Headquarters, 

88 Eccleston quare, London, .W.l, 
who will be glad to give you the fullest information and 
also the addre s of the neare t branch of The Signals Asso
ciation to your home town. 
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No. 33 INDEPENDENT L. OF C. 
'IGX.,L QU.~»RON 

Dusst>ldorf 
February 

~ ith January having come and gone, here is the first 
bulletin of 1948 from Dusseldorf. We are now .firmly 
established in our new quarters at Zapp House, but with the 
depletion of our strength due to postings and demob. the 
place is not so ovenvhelmed with Signal types. Everyone 
eem to have agreed that the Christmas and New Year 

celebration were a big success. A big hand should be given 
here to Mes.rs. Melville and Hagen, who, with a small band 
of helpers under Captain Haystead, performed the donkey 
work in knocking the new canteen into shape. The comfort 
and attractiveness of the canteen has been much appreciated 
at the January dances, social evenings and during the cold, 
damp day of the Ruhr. In anticipation of the Squadron 
break-up Munster has claimed a considerable proportion of 
our " bod " already, and no doubt many more of us will be 
seeing the " Munster pile " when the day of reckoning comes. 

Sport. January has proved to be perhaps the most eventful 
month in the history of the Sqmdron. Having won the 
honour of representing 4th Brigade, No. 33 L. of C. advanced 
to the Inter-Brigade Football Competition of 2nd Division, 
with 5th Brigade and 6th Highland Brigade being the other 
contestants. It was a home and away affair, and, although 
losing our unbeaten record to 5th Brigade (we have an 
excellent reason, really), our team proceeded to win the 
trophy after a memorable decider at the massive Dusseldorf 
Stadium. In this game no fewer than three penalties were 
awarded against us, but do not get me wrong ; all the 
penalties were for handling. Amazing Signal luck prevailed, 
for the penalties were all missed. 

Here is how the competition finished up : 
Played Won Draw Lost Point 

4th Brigade (No. 33 L. of C. Signals) .. 4 2 r S 
5th Brigade (4oth Banery, R.A.) . . . . 4 2 o 2 4 
6th Brigade (Highland) . . . . . • 4 2 3 

Thus on the very last day of January, and on probably the 
last occasion on which the Squadron will be represented on 
the soccer field, a memorable victory was achieved. The 
inscription " No. 33 L. of C. Signal Squadron" is now 
firmly engraved on the 4th Brigade and 2nd Divisional 
trophy, so even when we are disbanded Major Staerck and 
his merry men will not be forgotten up 2nd Division way. 
One of the most heartening features of it all has been the 
tremendous enthusiasm shown by the whole Squadron, 
from the 0.C. to the 0.C.'s tea boy," Titch" Bowdler. 

Entertainnumt. With the festive seasons over for another 
year things are settling down to a less hectic form of enter
tainment. The twice weekly dance and social evenings are 
still well attended and the disc music provides a welcome 
change from that usually played by the Liermann Orchestra, 
and the canteen resounds to Opus No. I instead of " Schenk 
mir Dein Laecheln, Maria." " ANDY " 

DORTMUND DETACHMENT. During the month of 
January the Detachment has suffered a number of chwges, all 
of which seem to lead up to the transition from No. 33 to 
No. 30 L. of C. Signal Squadron. As a direct result of this 
change_of command Second-Lieutenants Barnes and Whyte 
have bid a reluctant farewell to the Detachment and vice 
versa. Mr. Barnes is now in Celle and Mr. Whyte has taken 
up residence in Munster. Both have, from time to time 
been heard chanting that well-known psalm," By the water~ 
of Celle (or Munster) we sat down and wept when we 
remembered thee, 0 Dortmund." Command of the 
Detachment has been assumed by Captain W. F. Grundy, 
Royal Si~als, recently arrived from Munster. Captain 
Grundy ·~ doubtfully assisted in his hazardous task by 
Second-Lieutenant Scott, who, much to his delight, has been 
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designated Second-in-Command, M.T.O., O.C. rst T.E. 
Detachment and Sports Officer. After having been posted 
backwards and forwards between Dortmund and Dusseldotf 
with monotonous regularity, Mr. Scott has eventually 
become part f the Detachment furniture. This state of 
affairs will presumably continue until demobilisation, that 
insidious disease which can deprive you of your best friend 
almost overnight. 

The year opened, of course, with a New Year's dance, 
where fancy dress was compulsory. Where all the costumes 
came from, I should not like to hazard a guess, but every 
man was bedecked in some fantastic manner and the whole 
affair was very colourful. The prize for the best costume 
was awarded to a gentleman who converted himself into a 
very convincing " spiv," a truly noble effort. The supply of 
good cheer again appeared to be unlimited, and more than 
once I was aggressively asked what I thought I was doing 
riding a man-eating tiger across the dance floor. 

Football has continued to flourish throughout the month. 
Having convincingly won the 4th Brigade knock-out com
petition, the Squadron proceeded to represent 4th Brigade 
in the Divisional Inter-Brigade League. After four very 
close and exciting matches we again came out on top, and 
the team must be congratulated on becoming 2nd Division 
champions. Special mention should be made here of two of 
our players, Signalmen Dickson and Gibb, at inside left. 
Dickson has invariably caused his opponent to curse the 
person who ever presented him with his first pair of football 
boots, and Gibb, our goalkeeper, has on numerous occasions 
called unstinted applause from friend and foe .for his almost 
incredible feats of agility. In passing I should also like to 
note that Dickson is to be commended for arresting and 
bringing to book a very dangerous and desperate character 
who endeavoured to make away with public property. 

Finally, we must send best wishes to our demobees,. 
Private Wilson, whose joy was unbounded when he dis
covered he went out with his infantry group, Lance-Corporal 
Madge, who successfully fiddled the canteen for a consider
able time, Lance-Corporal Alexander, with the inexhaustible 
energy on the football field, and Private Whittingham. 
(A.C.C.), who managed to acquire a reputation that would be 
the envy of the Borgias. We wish them good luck and trust 
that beer will soon be as cheap in civvy street as it is here. 
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D E L 
T~ third time I broke the radiogram nothing seemed to do 

it any good-I mean, I did all the usual things like 
hammering on the top with a book, and slapping the sides 
gently with the hand and, finally, I unscrewed some bits of it 
and looked at them, but still it wouldn't work. So I rang up 
Charles. 

" I know everything about radiograms," he said confi
dently, " after all, darling, I was in Signals!" So I said, 
"Very v.ell, then, come round and fix mine." He can't 
have come absolutely straight round, because when I opened 
the door there were about five of the chaps with him, hulking 
great men in barathea trousers and hairy tweed jackets. They 
all shambled in, grinning amiably and flexing their great 
fingers, so I showed them the radiogram, which was lying 
cowering in a corner with a screwdriver and a can-opener 
and one of those things off corned beef tins, which was all I 
could find to help, and, quickly emptying the chrysanthe
mums out of the large jug, I nipped round to the " Lord 
George Russell" for some beer. When I came back the 
sitting-room was full of men : there were two of them, in 
lurid checked flannel shirts, sitting on the sofa reading the 

.New Statesman and making hideous comments at the end 
of each paragraph, and about half a squadron was clustered 
round the radiogram, making clucking noises to it as if it 
was a nervous horse. 

" Charles ! " I said. He came out of the kitchen with the 
pint enamel jug I use for gravy in one hand, so I filled it 
with beer. " Is it serious ? " I asked. 

Charles said, " We think it's the inductance," in the voice 
of a specialist giving you six months more. 

"Is that bad?" I asked. 
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"Well, David says if he had some fuse wire and a hairpin 
he thinks he might try a dodge he learnt off a man in Tel-el
Kebir once." So I flew off to fetch it, noticing vaguely as I 
passed that three of the chaps were drinking beer and playing 
poker dice in the corridor. The sitting-room was, by now, 
full of smoke and the noise of men telling each other about 
T.M.0.s they had known in Basra, Jub, Rawalpindi and 
Catterick in the years 1923-1938, so I said "David ! " loudly 
and a neat character in a scarlet waistcoat came up and told 
me about how he had been in Signals himself. So we drank 
the health of the Corps (I noticed the glasses must be 
running short as there was a huge morose man in a corner, 
drinking like a mad thing out of one of the best coffee cups) 
and I gave him the fuse wire and a rather part-worn hair
pin, and he crashed through the crowd to the radiogram. 
Before they closed in on it again I saw they had very effi
ciently disembowelled it, and it lay with its component parts 
indecently exposed on a sheet of The Times. 

" Have you anything to eat ? " asked Charles. I looked 
at the chaps and thought about the store cupboard. " No," 
I said. 

"Anything in a TIN, darling," asked Charles in the sort 
of voice that must have gone down well with his General. 
So I whipped up some corned beef sandwiches and the chaps 
engulfed them without turning a hair, and someone started 
a poker school and I Jost 5s. 4d. so quickly, I hardly noticed. 

p ' • ' • 
Then the door bell rang and when I answered it there was 
a man on leave from B.A.0.R. with a lot of German gin, 
who said he bad been in R.E.M.E. and had come about the 
radiogram. So we let him in and he unscrewed some more of 
it. After a bit, someone said to me, " Where was it you 
thought it went wrong ? " So I said I though it was the 
light-weight pick-up. 

" Basil ! " said everyone at once. " Where's Basil ? " 
" He lives in Putney," said the morose man with the 

coffee cup. 
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" 1arvellous man with a light-weight pick-up," aid 
David, sadly, ' but, of course, Putney's too far out." 

" I there anything else we could use ? " I a ked. 
A man in yellow ocks said " It e; ms a bit of a shame to 

take y ur electric iron to pieces, of .:our e, but when I was 
in Hamburg we had a man in the less who coul get the 
B.B.C. Light Programme with some bits of an iron and, 
of course, other things as well, you know how it is ... " It 
oundcd frightful to mt>, but the two men on the sofa, who 

were doing the ·ew Siatesmatl competiti in by this time 
and ,,ere surrounded by dictionaries and books ·of verse, 
suddenly at up and took notice. 

" Was that old Simpson you met in Hamburg ? " they 
asked. 

"Well, they used to call him Potty Simpson-man with a 
mania for shrimp , with a little moustache, and always wore 
suede shoes ! " 

" I met him in the Calai Transit Camp," said the taller 
of the two chaps, " being demobbed." 

' No ! " said the man in yellow socks. I went out into the 
corridor. 

" How's it going ? " asked the nearest man. 
' Not too well," I said, " we're stuck for a man called 

Basil, but he lives in Putney and it's too far out." 
" My name i Basil," said the other man, " and it isn't 

Putney; it's Hurlingham." He went crashing off into the 
sitting-room, and I sat down in the corridor with the other 
man, who told me about his girl friend back in Fort Worth, 
where he had once attended a course. It was a long sad 
story and, by the time we had to go back for more beer, you 
could not see across the sitting-room at all for smoke, and 
Basil was nowhere to be seen. I approached the radiogram 
and saw they were now re-assembling it, bu~ when I asked 
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Charles, who had just come back from the " Lord George 
Russell " with more beer, how it was going, he said, 
" Frankly, darling, I don'~ know how Basil got his majority," 
so I felt a bit downcast. When they had finished putting the 
radiogram together again I asked him again, so we turned it 
on and nothing happened. 

" Well, " said Basil, " I can't think why it's like this I 
Reminds me of the time we had that trouble with the IO Set 
in Tunis." 

One of the chaps said " Was that in '42 ? " so they were 
off again. 

I looked at the radiogram. It had a dejected air. I picked 
up the nail-file off the mantlepiece and tried screwing up 
the screws on the end of the light-weight pick-up. Then I 
turned it on. It said " Did you know you could do your 
Sophomore year at the American Army College of the 
Rhine? " so I moved it a bit and several saxophones broke 
into a long, low rhythmical moan. 

Charles said " Dance ? " so we did. Several of the chaps 
did some close-harmony renderings, and Basil said it was 
his turn for the " Lord George Russell," and about 'ten we 
had some more sandwiches and the chaps read aloud their 
competition entry for the New Statesman, and they began 
to go home about half-past. The man with yellow socks said 
on the doorstep, " I say, it was awfully decent of you to ask 
us all round like this to listen to your radiogram. It's an. 
awfully good one! If you ever have any trouble with it-I 
mean, if it won't work or anything-you just ask us round, 
and we'll have it going again in two ticks. Most of us were 
in Signals, after all ! " 

" I'll do that thing," I said. 

Your military service will come to an end one day 

and you may then need help 

Ask your unit representative for further details 
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BERTA ND 
STE\V .L\.RT 
ESS.AY 

· .C~Ji>tain Be~rand_ Stewart, an Officer of the Cavalry 
D1v1Slon, v..as killed m the Battle of the Aisne in 1914, left a 
sum of money for the purpose of starting an essay competiiton 
to " increase the efficiency of the British Army as a fighting 
force." 

Captain Stewart was not a regular soldier, but had seen 
active service in the South African War. In 1911 he was 
imprisoned by the Germans on a trumped-up charge of 
espionage and, on his release two years later, was able to 
furnish Ministers of the British Government with vital 
evidence about the Germans' preparations for war. He 
also learned a great deal about German military methods and 
was the author of the Active Service Pocket Book, which 
proved invaluable to many Officers training Kitchener's 
Army and was the ancestor of the modern Field Service 
Pocket Book. 

So much for the man-now for his bequest. Captain 
Stewart had a great love for the Army, which was based on 
the interests and needs of the serving soldier. His bequest 
enables not only the Army men of all ranks, but men of all 
Services, to make their views known to the Army as a whole. 

The subject which has been set for the Prize Essay for 
1948 is the following : 

" It was in the Middle East that Napoleon, Kaiser 
William II, and Hitler all stageµ major offensives to bring 
about our defeat. It was in, or from, Egypt that Napoleon 
received his first major defeat, and our enemies in World 
War I and II sustained their early land defeats in the 
sequence of our victories that led to their final overthrow. 

" Hitherto both we and our enemies have realised the 
vital importance of control of the Middle East in war. In 
the light of present and probable political and scientific 
developments, discuss the future strategic importance of 
the Middle East to the British Commonwealth of Nations." 
The competition is open to all who are serving, or have 

served, in the Forces of the British Commonwealth or 
Empire. 

Entries must not exceed 10,000 words in length, and must 
be typewritten and submitted in quadruplicate to the 
Editor of Army Quarterly, Little New Street, London, 
E.C.4, by 24th June, 1948. 

The authorship of the essays must be strictly anonymous. 
Each competitor must adopt a motto and enclose with his 
essay a sealed envelope with his motto typewritten on the 
outside and his name and address inside. 

The title and page of any published or unpublished work, 
to which reference is made in any essay or from which extracts 
are taken, must be quoted. 

Judges are appointed from the three Services and their 
decision will be final. They will announce the result of the 
competition in October, 1948, and the winning essay will be 
published in Army Quarterly. 

The prize for 1948 will be £80 and the judges are em
powered to distribute it or withhold it altogether, according 
to the standard of the entries submit);ed. 

* * * 
PlJDLICATI ON S R ECEIVED 

Receipt of the following publications is acknowledged : 
ST. GEORGE'S GAZETTE, December. 
THE ROYAL PIONEER, December. 
H.L.l. CHRONICLE, January. 
JOURNAL OF THE ROYAL ARMY SERVJCE CORPS, January. 
R.E.M.E., February. 
CATTERICK EXPRESS, 24th January, 7th February and 21st 

February. 
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Other 
Overseas 
Stations 

WEST AFRICA SIGNAL REGIMENT 

Accra 
February 

R.H.Q. The Regiment is now settled down and Regi
mental Headquarters functioning 'iS in a normal Signals 
Regiment. The Commanding Officer is at present on an 
inspection visit to the Squadron in Nigena and after the hard 
work of the past two months he will welcome the change. 
The T.0.M. returned from Freetown a few weeks ago and 
the Second-in-Command has just returned from Freetown. 
The Quartermaster lli>.s gone to Takoradi and on to Kumaoi 

. and Tamale. The Cipher Officer is at present in Lagos and 
the Adjutant goes there in a few days' time ; quite a mobile 
Regimental Headquarters ! 

Colonel C. D. Clapp, O.B.E., our late C.S .0., left on 23rd 
December by air and we are pleased to know he was home 
for Christmas. All ranks of the Regiment wish him the best 
of luck. We welcome to West Africa our new C.S.O., 
Colonel F. I. N . McOstrich. Twelve 1 .C.O.s of the Regi
ment left for home on 24th January, 1948, and we wish them 
luck either on the home establishment or in civilian life. Six
teen N.C.0.s arrived on 22nd January, 1948, and we give 
them a hearty welcome to \'l{1est Africa. 

Photogra ph taken during the visi t of Mr. Clai sole Barnett , Chairman of t~e 

Associated Negro Press of U.S.A., to Command Signal O ffice, accompanied 
bv Colonel C. D. Cla pp, O.B.E. 

G OLD COAST SIGNAL SQUADRON. Sport over 
the January period was confined to football \vith cup-tie 
fever a predominant factor. After a hectic and very successful 
season Signals 'A" and Signals " B " were drawn together 
in the semi-final of the knock-our trophy. A fast, keen game 
resulted with "A" team running out winners by 5 goals to 2. 
"B" team claimed all five were "unearned income." We 
then looked forward to the final versus ' H.Q." West Africa 
Command. This took place in front of a fairly representative 
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appreciative audience, who were in cup final mood. The 
game exciting throughout the 90 minutes, was notable for 
g al-mouth spills and thrills. H .Q., W.A.C., took a splendid 
break-away goal in the second half and defended like heroes 
for the rest of the match to win r--o. Below is the league 
table bowing Signals " A" to be well ahead with only one 
match left to play. I t is notable that Signals 'A" team had 
played 25 game (including ~even challenge matches) without 
defeat until the cup final- you cannot have everything. 

rah art ervice has been rendered by Sergeant Stewart, 
Corporal Forsyth and Captain P. Smith, who formed a re
d oub table half-back line, and in the back division by 

.Q. 1 . . Field and R.Q.M.S. Cordner, who sent the shutters 
up and said goals were not r·n issue. 

LEAGUE TABLE 

P . w. D. L. F. A. Pts. 
llt'.A. Signal Regiment "A" .. I7 I6 0 90 13 33 H.Q., \\~.A .C. .. IS I 2 2 4 53 16 26 
, ·o. 1 Static Workshops .. .. 18 IO 2 6 33 36 22 
Royal Engineer's "A " .. 17 IO 0 7 61 39 20 
W .A . School of Infantry and Edu· 

cation .. I 6 9 6 30 36 19 W.A. Signal Regiment " B " .. I7 8 2 7 45 37 18 
~o. 2 G .C. Independent Light B.at-

tc.ry, W.A.A. .. 18 4 5 9 18 27 I3 • ·o. 1 G .C.R. .. 17 3 3 II 22 48 9 Arden Camp .. 18 4 13 24 45 9 R.A.M .C . (Hospital) .. 18 3 14 16 93 3 

Hockey and cricket seasons are beginning now. However, 
more of these anon. 

N IGERIA SIGNAL SQUADRON. The Squadron has 
sertled down to hard work again after a very welcome break 
for holidays. One good thing about service out 
here is that time does not hang on one's hands. There is 
always_ something to do in Lagos and, though the climate can 
be rather sticky, life is pleasant. 

At the moment we are busy with Trade Training and 
although our men are enthusiastic it is rather difficult to 
get them up to the required standard. Actually, Africans 
are now filling jobs which before were considered above them 
such as radio mechanics and vehicles mechanics and it i~ 
hoped in the fulness of time to make the R. W.A.F.F. com
pletely African. 

TRADES TRAINING TROOP PE RMANENT STAFF 

Back row (•tanding) : Corporal• Sam , Acquay , Haruna, Awuku. Komla , 
l:w•on . Oean, Tekoh. Front row (nanding): Sergeant Adjei, Corporal R. W . 
E • •m~nt Corporil E. G. Howells, Corpor•I G. L. M•nn, Corporil D. A. 
Bowden , Corporil J. E. Ellis, Sergeant lomatey. Back row ( i itting) : 
Loeuttnant E: V. Vouiden, Captain W. L. Howard ( O.C.). Sereeant W, 

Constantont. Front row (sittinR): StrReant Badu, Ser2••nt Codjoe 
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Our five out-stations provide a change of air for a good 
number of our S.O. Troop and provides us with chances to 
see the interior of the Colony to study the difference between 
tribes and indulge in a variety of sport. There is a splendid 
leave camp :it Jos, high up on the Plateau, where those who 
can be spared spend 14 days of local leave. One can also 
spend a pleasant week-end at Tarquah Bay, where there is 
safe swimming and amenities provided by N .A.A.F .I. 

Welcome additions to our little community are the wives 
and fa milies of two of our British N .C.O.s. They are living 
in pleasant surroundings on the edge of the lagoon. 

Our African troops are cheerful and contented. M ost of 
them live out and their pay, plus allowances, compares very 
favourably with that of civil counterparts. We have had 
numerous requests from them to become Regular Soldiers, 
and large n umbers defer their release. 

Sport. T he newly elected sports committee, under Ser
geant Stockdale, is p roviding us with plen ty of games. We 
play basket ball (Sunday morning effort), cricket and foot
ball. Our activities in the hockey world are curtailed by lack 
of grounds. Our one and only pitch at Lancaster Barracks 
c~nnot now be used. We are attempting to build a mutti 
pitch nearby, but at the moment it is too rough . 

Three of our members play for the Military cricket team, 
and all did well in their last match. We are practising for 
a match against Pay and Records . 

In the football world we have had some enjoyable g'imes 
with our neighbours. The results are : ' 

v . Combined C.S.D. and No. 481 
Company .. 

v. H.Q., N .D. 
Won 
Won 

6-2 

5-l 
v. Pay and Records Drawn l-1 
v . B.O.D. Lost 2-3 

Our next match versus R.E.M.E. Workshops promises to 
be of the cup-tie variety for they are our keennest rivals. 

S ocial and Personal. Our little band has received welcome 
reinforcements from Accra. They are Sergeants Kennedy 
and Dixon, Corporals Catt, Bowden and Damper. They 
are ~!ready ~~ttling down and enjoying the change. Our 
married families are Mrs. Stockdale and children, and Mrs. 
McWilliam. We hope they will like Nigeria. We are ex
pecting a visit from our new C~O. in the near future, and 
we hope to see the new C.S.O., Colonel McOstrich, in the 
next few months. Nigeria is an inieresting country and our 
out-stations are all near historic places of interest. 

For a long time we have been agitating for our own Ser
geants' Mess; at present our senior N.C.0.s live with 
H.Q., Nigeria District, and, at last, we have had a promise 
of a new building. 

The Corporals' Mess has been re-decorated and re
arranged. It is now a very cosy place. The Christmas 
festivities went with a swing, thanks mainly to the efforts 
of the chopmaster and barmaster. There was plenty of 
e·us and drinks. One memorv we shall take back from the 
Coast is that of the amount and variety of the good things to 
eat. Table tennis seems to be ousting darts at the moment 
but there are a few die-hards who prefer the arrows. ' 

Obituary . A very tragic occurrence marred our Christmas 
break !1ere, when S:Q.M.S. MAUNDER (Sam to most people) 
met with a fatal accident. He died on Boxing Day and was 
buried with military honours in the Military Cemetery 
Lagos, the following day. ' 

Sam had a very likeable disposition . He was popular with 
all ranks, European and Afritan, and will be sorely missed. 
Always willing to help in extra regimental duties, he wrote 
~~ notes and entered into all our games and social acti
Vlt~es . He was extremely well liked by members of otl1er 
units, all of whom sent representatjves to the funeral. 

All those in the Corps who knew Sam will join us in our 
heartfelt sympathy for his young wife and child. 

THE WIRE, MARCH 1948 

Territorial 
Ar Illy 

No. 80 n.ct. SIGNAL REGIMENT T .A. 

The Regiment is now settled down to individual training, 
with one of the objects being to prepare the T .A. personnel 
to assist the Regular staff in the training of the Na~<?nal 
Service men when they come along. Volunteer re~ru_itmg, 
on the whole, is disappointing, but the emp_has1s is on 
quality and not quantity, and at the moment, with very few 
exceptions, our "recruits" are ex-W.0.s and N.C.O.s of 
Royal Signals. 

All ranks in conjunction with No. 50 L. of C. Signal Regi
ment T.A.' are now busy preparing the Signals stand which 
is to be par~ of the " Services Cavalcade " in the Kelv~ ~all, 
Glasgow, from 20th-28th February, .1!?48. We hav~ mytted 
all ex-Signals living in Glasgow and it is hoped that it will be 
a bumper reunion . 
· On Friday evening, 14th November, 1947, O.C. 84~AGRA 
(Field) Signal Squadron, T.A., invit~d all . ex-S1~als of 
Kirkcaldy to a display of signal eqwpment held m the 
Squadron H .Q. at Hunter Street, Kirkcaldy. AI.I the}oys 
turned up and a very pleasant evening was spent m a bun 
fight " and yarn swopping. 

On 21st November, 1947, an Old Comrades' smoker ~as 
held in the Dunnikier Arms Hotel, Kirkcaldy. In keepmg 
with custom, after-dinner speeches were made by the 
Chairman of the Branch, Lieutenant-Colonel A: T. Woods, 
T.D., Major A. Frazer, O.B.E. , M.c., and Captam H . L. C. 
Melville and were replied to by the guests of honour, 
Brigadie~ C. Knowles, c.B.E., C.S.O. Scottish Command, 
and our C.O., Lieutenant-Colonel H . N . Cr~wford, M.B.E., 
Royal Signals. Much talent was display.ed m the way of 
entertainment and everyone had a most enjoyable everung. 

Talking of old comrades, readers, particularly ex-Mounted 
Wing, will be pleased to know that. " Ho~pot,". of Royal 
Tournament fame, is enjoying a qwet retlred life on an 
estate near Dundee. She is now 18 years old, remarkably fit, 
but rather tubby now that her jumping" days ar~ ~~er. 
" Hotpot " will be remembered for her i:ie~ miss at 
winning the Prince of Wales Cup a~ Oly~p1a. m 1935 an.ct 
for her numerous successes in the Jumpmg rings of agri
cultural shows all over the country. 

The formation of a " Ham " Club in eac~ of our ~quadrons 
is under way and it is hoped soon to publish calls1gns for all 
interested " ham sparks " of the Corps. 

Our best wishes go to S.S.M. J . B. (Mutt) Matthe:ws, who 
left us recently 'to take up duty with o. I T .. T. ~egunent at 
Catterick Camp. Good luck, Sergeant-Maier · 

We welcome Sergeant L. T. Axam, from :t:Jo. 1 TTi 
Regiment, who recently joined 85th AGRA ~Field) ~igna 
Squadron, T.A., at Glasgow. :ne hope that his blood is not 
too thin to withstand the Scomsh elements. 

s s M A H Grace No. 26 (S) Independent Infai:itry 
Brigade Si~al Squadro'n, T.A., has rece:itly been reui:iited 
with his family. Mrs. Grace and son arrived from India on 
3rd January, 1948. We sincerely hope that therr stay near 
Dundee will be a pleasant one. 

Very little opportunity is afforded the Cadre to ~e p~t 
in military sports, and three of our permanent s~ assist 
the K irkcaldy first hockey eleven regularly, Capt~n ~ - 1D . 
·Driscoll, S.S.M. S. B. Harvey and S.S.M. T. en ° m, 
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under the able team leadership of Major R. B. D . Steele, 
O.C. 84th AGRA (Field) Signal Squadron, T.A. 

A new branch of Royal Signals Old Comrades' Associa
tion has been set up in Dundee, with M ajor J . B. Dunn .in 
the chair, S.S.M. W. H . Brooks as Secretary, and Ma)or 
P . C. J. McGrath as Treasurer. The branch is now well 
established and held a whist drive on Friday, 30th January, 
1948, which was a big success. 

Congratulations to our Adjutant, Capta~ D . D. Drisco~, 
and Mrs. Driscoll on being presented with 'i son, David 
Singleton, at Edinburgh on 24th January, 1948. 

N o. 63 n.ct. SIGN'AL IlEGDIENT T.A. 

As anticipated in our last notes the individual train!-ng 
season is now in full swing. Our Squadrons are recovering 
from the fi rst sight of the ambitious training programmes 
sent out from R.H .Q. early this year and have got down to 
work as there is much to do in the comparatively short 
period between now and going to Annual Camp. 

On 24th-25th January we held a Trade Test Board for 
personnnel of 63rd H.Q. Signal Regiment and 43rd (Wessei9 
Infantry Division Signal Regiment. The number of ca~di
dates who presented themselves for the test was very gratify
ing. The results were also most satisfac~ory and reflected 
much credit on the Squadrons from which the successful 
candidates had come. 

" SIXTY- THREE" 

No. 26 A.G.R.E. SIGNAL TROOP. We are now begin
nina to settle down after the Christmas period. M uch of 
our

0

long-awaited equipment has now arrived and we hope 
to begin serious training without delay. 

Congrarulations to the undermentioned, who passed 
Standard Trade Tests at a Command Trade Test Board held 
week-end 24th-25th January, 1948 : 

Sergeant R. A. Jolliffe, Lineman, B.II ; Corporal L. R. 
Compton, Despatch Rider, C.III. 

Recruiting during the past two months has been dis-
. appointing, but we are not downhearted and hope t~ welco.me 

many more to the fold, so come along all you Salis~mry1tes 
and whenever you feel inclined, drop in at the Drill Hall, 
Wil~on Road (near Skew Bridge). 

" AGRE" 

lOTH AIR SUPPORT SIGNAL UNIT .. The b0Jders 
have at last arrived and spend the days happily sma hing the 
floor of the main hall with hammers. The Permane~t Staff 
are bearing up well, but, in the stillness of the evenm~, ~re 
apt to roar at us as tho~gh we were stone deaf. Tram.mg 
continues in our only available room, the Canteen. 

We look forward to the arrival of several of our. vehicles 
which are now awaiting collection at Aldershot, havmg been 
brought there from V.R.D.s by driYers kindly loaned by ~o. 
356 Company, R.A.S.C. They will be housed te~porarily 
with No. 100 AG.RA. Signal Squadron at Bligt:mo~t 
Barracks, Southampton, but their permanent address is still 
unknown. 

After our hockey victory over a Southa~p~on Uni~ersity 
side we launched ourselves boldly at the Prrell1 Works team 
only to fall back shattered by the adverse core of 7 to 2. 
However we learned a l9t, and are keener than ever. The 
fact that' our goal was kept, aud practically o_bscured, by 
Captain Warren did not deter our opponents m the le~st, 
except perhaps on one occasion when he attempted to kick 
the ground from under their feet. 

" AsSULIKET " 
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·o. 1/20 .\RH¥ SIGNAL REGHIENT T .. \. 

The fact that we have aJmo t nothing to say this month in 
no way deters us from occupying a little:: space in THE WIRE. 
On the contrary, we are adept at making too many words 
chase too few fact . 

Recruits Cronin and Curti, are the latest to be approved 
and everal more are only waiting for the final word. End of 
Part II Orders. 

Another grand dance, on Saturday, 31st January, pushed 
our reputation up a couple of notches. The bar was again 
looked after by Ralph Edwards Enterprises, with the usual 
·uccess. We must "have a go at this ourselves one day. 
There is money in them thar tills. The Band, under Reg 
Aldis, was very good and his boys have discovered that it is 
not necessary to blow their saxophones out straight in order 
to fill the Drill Hall with melody. This is known as profes
sional restraint, as oppo ed to amateur enthusiasm. Cor
poral Warrilow was the M.C. 

For a week, during Whitsun, we are going to camp. 
racking up, saying good-bye and arranging transporc will 
present no difficulties. The journey may be dismissed with 
a wave of the hand, or both hands for that matter. The 
theme song is " I'm Happy Right Here," for we propose to 
mobilise ourselves at our own Drill Hall and really get down 
to some hard work and training. We shall never be really 
satisfied until we have everything working efficiently, 
from the 126o-watt charging engine to the big wireless 
stations, all wiring through to everywhere and the whole 
set-up ready to function at the touch of a switch. We keep 
asking the girl in our local post office where we can obtain 
some sawn-off telegraph poles for a breast route, but she 
ays if we do not stop bothering her she will tell on us. 

Never mind, we shall have the thing working eventually. It 
is the men who come along to the T.A. now who can help us 
to reach this desirable goal. How about it, chaps ? 

Every now and again we have visitors. They come from 
all sorts of places and are always very welcome, even when 
we are half-way up a long column of figures. A few days 
ago, Captain A. E. Dunn called in to say "howdy," drink a 
small one and tell \lS about friends in foreign parts. Captain 
Dunn seems to have spent a long time in India and we were 
most interested to learn the whereabouts of the many people 
he mentioned. We hope he will come and see us again · 
because we have thought of some more questions to· ask. 

T.A. Associations all over the country seem to be short of 
money, for some projects at any rate. Ours is no exception. 
Being determined people we have l1ad our Drill Hall floor 
resurfaced, sandblasted and polished at our own expense. 
The first person to measure his length on it was the Quarter
master. He was 5 ft. 8 ins. and eXtremely annoyed. When 
the Barrack Officer asks for his chairs back, and really means 
it, some people are going to do a lot of standing because 
the Association says there just are not any chairs, and even if 
there were, what will they use for money ? 

We w9uld like news of those notorious musicians Tom 
Sayers, George Mitchell and Ron Softly. And while on the 
personal column may we offer our \7ery good v.rishes to 
Captain and Mrs. Jim Adcock for happy days ahead after 
such a long spell of soldierin~. · 

"BARLEUX." 

. ·o. 2/20 .\R~IY SIGNAL REGIMENT, T.A. 

The last month has brought in one or two recmits and, 
although our numbers are still too few, our enthusiasm is in 
much greater strength. Our training goes on apace and 
attendances are good ; practical work on Tuesdays and 

lectures on Thursdays. Both nights prove interesting and 
instructive. 

On 3rd February a cocktail party was held in the Officers' 
Mess to welcome to the Unit our recently appointed 
H onorary Colonel, Brigadier J . L. French, c.n.E., T.D., D.L. 
Among our visitors for the occasion were Lieutenant
General Sir Evelyn H. Barker, K.B.E., C.B., o.s.o., M.C., 
Brigadier R. H. R. Steward, C.B., C.B.E., o.s.o., M.C., A.D.C., 
and Colonel R. V. Read, c.v.o., C.B.E., o.s.o., M.C. (Secretary 
of the Essex Territorial Association). 

A most pleasant evening enabled the Officers of the Unit 
to get to know Brigadier French and to exchange notes. It 
also had the ~econdary factor of enabling the Officers' ladies 
to get together, and, we hope, will help foster the enthusiasm 
for the Unit which we should wish them to have. Their 
menfolk's " evenings out " can now, we hope, be considered 
in their proper perspective. 

Brigadier French is probably no stranger to many readers. 
In the first world war he served in the Middle East and 
between the wars he rose to command the 4th Battalion The 
Essex Regiment, T.A. In the recent fracas he was early 
appointed Commander Colchester Garrison, from whence 
he migrated to the War Office as a Sapper. It was in Persia, 
as a Brigadier, that he met with the unfortunate accident 
which resulted in the loss of a leg and put a stop to a very 
distinguished and promising military career. 

We feel certain that Brigadier French is going to be of the 
greatest help to us, not only practically, but also from th~ 
wide experience he has to draw on as Chairman· of the Essex 
Territorial Army and A.F. Association. No one could be 
keener on the well-being of the Territorial Army; and we are 
looking forward to our future with him. 

Our camp this year is to be at Canterbury during the 
period 7th-14th August. We are hoping for a maximum 
attendance. 

\Ve have not so far heard from any other units wishing to 
contact us on the air. Come along, you wireless types; 
let us be hearing from you. 

SIGNAL REPORTING REGIHENT 

(KENSINGTONS) 

We are proud to announce that General Sir H. Colville 
Wemyss, K.C.B., K.B.E., o.s.o., M.c., has been appointed 
Honorary Colonel of the Regiment. Few members of the 
Corps will be ignorant of his distinguished career, which 
was published in a short resume in the first post-war issue 
of THE WrRE (November, 1946). It is a great honour for this 

M.T. instruction in progress under Lieutenant Downes 
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new Signal Regiment, formed from the K ensington Regiment 
and the war-time G.H.Q. Liaison Regiment (Phantom), and 
all ranks are extremely glad to welcome him to this appoint
ment. 

Since the middle of last month we have been training hard 
on Wednesdays and Fr;days. Except for the normal beer 
and billiards in the canteen afterwards, we have had no 
social occasions of any note. The miniature range is now 
getting properly under way and we have a number of fixtures 
arranged for the next few w<;:eks, starting with the Kensington. 
Regiment Old Comrades in a few days' time. 

Recruiting has been progressing steadily over the last 
month ~nd we now have a number of well-known Corps 
personalities in the Regiment. The~e include S.Q.M.S. 
Wright (FBCEC) (ex-7th Armoured Division and Mobilisa
tion Centre), S.Q.M.S. Johnstone (ex-" A " Corps and No. I 
L. of C. Signals), Lance-Corporal Scott (ex-2nd Army 
Signals), Sergeant Alldred (ex-5th Corps Signals), Driver 
Booth (ex-No. 3 Special Signal Section) and Signalman 
Barrett (ex-7th Armoured Division). For those who are 
interested in statistics, our rate of recruiting has been 12 
men in the month, which works out at 144 per year. So, if 
you are thinking of joining, you had better make up your 
minds soon, or we shall be full ! Did someone say statistics 
are baloney ? Let him ask the Coal Board. 

50tb (N) INFANTRY DIVISIONAL SIGNAL 
REGilUENT, T .A. 

With the end of Christmas festivities, which included a 
very successful dance and children's party, members of the 
Unit started their training season on Tuesday, 20th January, 
1948. Since its formation last May, recruiting as.~ whole has 
been rather disappointing. Nevertheless, recrwtmg figures 
of this Unit compare favourably with other re-formed 
North Country Territorial units. After a slow start the 
Darlington Squadron finished the year well and now have a 
considerable lead over the Middlesbrough and Gateshead 
Squadrons. 

Good progress is being made in the building up of a ca?re 
of experienced ex-Service men who will b~ capable ~f taking 
over the duties of instructors when National Service men 
start to enter the Territorial Army. 

A number of talkie film shows have been arranged as part 
of the training programme for the remainder of the winter 
months. Another feature of the training programme, which 
should f rove popular to wir_el~ss opera~ors, is tJ:e ~ter
drill hal wireless link which 1s m operauon on drill rughts 
between Darlington, Gateshead and lvtiddlesbrough. It is 
hoped later to extend this to include Signal Regiments in 
other parts of England. Later in the season it is hoped to 
hold a number of we.ck-end camps and exercise~, which will 
culminate in the annual camp to be held this year near 
Scarborough. 

The formation of an 0.C.A. Club at the three drill halls 
is now an established fact and, although some of the old 
soldiers are not too keen on re-enlisting into the T.A., they 
do enjoy themfelves at social evenings amongst members of 
the Unit, when many old batttles are refought and many a 
tale told . 

Old members of this Unit may be interested to learn of 
the proposal to place a Dhrisional ~emorial _in Bayew_c, the 
first town to be liberated by the Allies. This memorial-a 
plaque to commemorate the fallen of,the "T" Division
will it is hoped be formally unveiled on 6th June, 1948, the 
anniversary of b Day. Following the first world war the 
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Division established a memorial at Wielje, in Belgium, and a 
new inscription is to be added to this for the recent war. 

A N orthumbrian District Sports Club has been opened in 
D arlington and the club has welcomed as members all civilian 
T .A. personnel who wish to take part in the various games. 

" K.HAsSADAR " 

No. GI L. OF C:. SIGNAL REGIME~T, T.A. 

Like all post-war T.A. regiments we were formed on 
1st May, 1947, and since then have been through all the 
trials and small triumphs which have occurred in the new 
life of all units. We are located at present at " Signal 
House," Atkins Road, Clapham, S.W.12, and are tenants of 
the 56th (London) Armoured Divisional Signal Regiment. 
We share joint Messes, but as our recruiting has produced 
sufficient numbers we now have separate drill nights, our 
landlords on Wednesday and ourselves on Tuesday. Up to 
now relations have been very friendly and our wish to have 
a separate Headquarters of our own is not because landlords 
and tenants do not agree. 

Our Regiment is commanded by Lieutenant-:Colonel 
H. K. Hagon, o.B.E., who will be well known to many 21st 
Army Group people and to some who served in A.F.H.Q., 
C.M.F. Our Adjutant is Captain G. J. C. Sumner and 
our Quartermaster is Captain (I beg his pardon-Major !) 
Green who, unfortunately, is under orders for posting away. 
W.O.I Willcocks and W.O.II Lundie will be known to 
many regular soldiers and old comrades, and many ~ill re
member Lundie as a Corps cricketer. Our officers mclude 
Major E. C. H. Organ (ECHO) and Major Frank Warner, 
both of whom will be remembered by old 21st Army Group 
people. 

We have just started refresher courses for offi~ers an~ 
other ranks and any Tuesday will find us hard at Jt. It 1s 
amazing how much people have forgotten (and how much 
people never knew). 

Even our great Carrier experts are trying to remember what 
morse they ever learnt. Recently some officers attended the 
Eastern Command Signal Exercise " Evolution " and it is 
said that their presence was an enormous help in arri~g 
at the official solution. One at least of the officers was m 
very good voice, and the exercise went with a swing, parti
cularly after lunch and large doses of N.A.A.F.I. port at 
N.A.A.F.I. prices. · 

On the lighter side, the Officers and S~rgeaz:its recently 
held a games night and the presen~e of ~cir ladies k~pt the 
whole thing under control. An mteresnng and ~nioyable 
visit was paid to the Tower of London for an everung party 
given by the very hospitable" Beefeaters." 

War Office negotiations have been proceeding ma~y 
months on the acquisition of a site for new Headqua~ters m 
the City of London. As the site is at presen_t owne~ by the 
Ecclesiastical Commissioners, we are faced with the mtere t
hig situation of two immovable objects meeting one irresist
able force (the C.0.). Hutting is waiting to be ~rected on 
the site, and everybody is ready to supply us WJth all our 
needs as soon as we have somewhere to consume them. The 
negotiations are at a very high level and _it is _alleged that even 
Mr. Shinwell is involved. The hurung mclude a large 
building which will be used as a drill hall, and there are 
tremendous plans for every sort of social function in addition 
to our full training programmes. 

Recruiting bas been going on steadily and we are well into 
two figures for both officer and other rank . We have con
centrated on quality, and all our ''.recruits " are key_ i:nen 
who will be well established by the nme the much-pubhc1sed 
expansion occurs. There are still a few vacancies for Officer 
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and Sergeant and all e.x-21st rmy Group Signal will find 
many old friends if they pay u a vi. it. It ha been decided by 
the War Offi e that we are the pose-war successors of the old 
L. of . Signal , .R. A warm welcome waits any old com
r:ide if they visit their old Headquarters on a Tuesday night. 
If they arrive early enough they will probably find the Ad
jutant flogging on of the Officers round ~he squa h court. 

Xo. !l9 .\ •. \. (:ll) SIGX.\L SQI;.\DHOX T •. \. 

Sun~ay, 1st February, was a field day for No. 39 A.A. 
(M) Signal Squadron, T.A., the enthusiastic and fast 
growing Royal Signals Squadron in Nottingham. 

Commanded by Major L. Hayes, the Squadron proceeded 
to Budby, South Forrest, in its own transport, complete with 
D.R. and comprehensive line equipment. The scheme was 
code named " Operation Pontoon," and on arrival at the 
rendezvo~s-in the heart of the Dukeries-signal exercises 
and practice manU'uvres were carried out. 

Lines were laid, ~ase. H.Q. and forward area H.Q.s were 
set up _and commurucations were established. Though cold 
and wmdy, ~ere was luct?ly. no rain, and the Squadron, 
compased ~amly C!f en£?usiast1c ex-Royal Signals personnel, 
earned out its ~uues with keenness and efficiency. 

The Se~ond-10-Command was Captain Legger and the 
har~-working P.S.I.s were R.S.M. Macken and Sergeant 
Gramger. • 

Based at the Drill Hall, Beeston, Notts, the Squadron 
would welcome new members to its ranks, and the O.C. 
~ould be pleased to hear from anyone wishing to join this 
lively and go-ahead Squadron. The Squadron is a mixed 
one and consists of T.A. and A.T.S . personnel. 

No. 11 A.A. (.U) Sl~AL HEGIIUENT, T.A. 

A very successful St. Valentine's ball was held on Satur
day, 14th February, I948, at our Drill Hall, 206 Brompton 
Road, London, S.W.3. 

The St. '(alentine ~eme, together with a good band and 
soi;ne versatile entertamers, conduced to evervone's complete 
en10)'.me;11t. In this respect it would be unfair not to mention 
a ub1qwtous bea~ded gentleman who moved mysteriously 
am~mgst the ladies and a group of Wrens who arrived 
amidst cheers of" The Navy's here ! " or a small immaculate 
S.S.M. known a£ ."Spike" who worked unremittingly 
~roughout the everung m an endeavour to raise a couple of 

boat race " teams. 
Th~ able M.C. of the evening was Sergeant Len Jackman 

who is, unhappily, leaving us at the end of the month ~ 
oJrde~ to take up the hotel business in Stratford-upon-Avon 
udgmg by h!s ch~rubic ?earns at the evening's end, othe; 

h:>nds had assisted m making the party an enjoyable send-off 
for him. 

A good gathering of Royal Signals Old Comrades was 
present for_ the evening and amongst them a particular! 
sr_rong con~gent of_past members of No. I8 Air Formatio~ 
Signal Regiment (Middle East). 

Members of the Regiment were all delighted to see their 
~onorary C~lonel~ Colonel Sir John Dalton, in their midst 
•Or ~e first time smce the war. 
F~lly, a word to serving members of the Corps who are 

expec_ung an early release to civvy street: 1 w~ extend a 
tandmg welcome to any who would care to call in upon us 

Qn any Tuesday or Thursday evening for a drink or a chat. 
"206,, 
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THE SIGNALS ASSOCIATION OF 

THE ROYAL CORPS OF SIGNALS 

Headquarters: 88 Eccleston Square, London, S.W.1 
(Tel.: Victoria 9194) 

Old Comrmles' Association 
New members registered at 

month of January, 1948 : 
Headquarters during the 

Annual members 
Life members 

Benevolent Fund 
Summa1y of Grants Disbursed 

No. of Amount 
Purpose Cases £ s. d . 

General Assi ranee 4I I74 IO 4 
Rent, Rates and Insur~~ce 6 34 5 0 
Cots and Prams II 47 0 0 
Beds and Bedding 2 9 0 0 
Furniture 5 48 0 0 
Clothing 6 31 5 0 
Hospital and Doctors' Fees II 89 3 3 
Fares 
Spectacles and Surgi~i Appli~ces: : 

3 I3 0 0 
2 8 4 0 

Removals . . . . . . . . 6 54 0 0 
Convalescence . . 2 II 7 6 
Funeral Expenses I 3 0 b 
Tools 2 12 IO 0 
Rehabilitation I 25 0 0 
School Fees I 9 IO 8 

Totals IOO £569 I5 9 

Analysis of Persons Assisted 
Discharged or released soldiers, 68 ; widows of deceased 

soldiers, 9; families of soldiers serving in U.K., 2I ; 
M.E.L.F., 2. 

Donations Received During January, 1948 

Eighth A~my Signa~ Reg~ent (No. 2 Squadron) 
No. 15 Air Formauon Signal Regiment .. 
N(l. 2 L. of C. Signal Regiment : 

H.Q. Officers' Mess . . . . 
No. 2 Squadron Officers' Mess 

No. 17 L. of C. Signal Regiment 
13th Corps Signal Regiment . . . . 
7th Armoured Divisional Signal Regiment 
S.T.C., Catterick (Combined Units) .. 
S.T.C. (B), Mhow, India (Officers' Mess) 
No. I Depot Regiment (Sale of Kits) . . . . 
Royal Signals O.C.T.U. (Warrant Officers' and 

Sergeants' Mess) . . . . . . . . 
Eastern Command (M) Signal Regiment 

(Officers' Mess) .. 
3rd A.G.R.A. Signal Squadron .. 
No. 1 Signal Park Squadron . . . . . . 
B:.Q. Mes_s, Catterick (subs. from IO Officers) .. 
Signals Directorate Fund, India . . . . 
Manchester Branch 
Captain F. P. Rickard .. 
Lance-Corporal J. Alltvn 
Mr. G. F. Stedman 
Mr. F . Vernon .. 
Mr. J. W . Barham 
Mr. A. Cordery 

Total 

£ 
9 
5 

s. d. 
3 2 
0 0 

IO 0 0 
6 0 21 

I06 
25 
7 

32I 
II5 

2 

I 

16 I 

3 IO 
2 6 
6 7 

16 II 
3 6 

8 IO 

2 2 0 

96 I7 IO 
I8 9 5 
IO 3 8 
3 I4 0 

5 0 0 

7 6 
14 0 

IO 0 O 
I 

£77 

0 0 
IO 0 

3 0 

8 IO 
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Signals Association 

Branch Notes 
JUrmlnglmm 

Thursday, 29th January, found us gathering together in 
the Crown Hotel, Broad Street, in even greater numbers than 
before. All my plans for an early evening went west as one 
after ~other, old friends crowded in. It was a very pleasant 
surpnse to see so many ~fter a few recent meetings that 
were, to say the least, a bit below normal. However, with 
864 members on the books one is entitled to expect the mini
mum of ~!bow room at these reunions. The Honorary Sec
retary will by .nC!w have done a little pruning of long-lost 
m~mbers, but it _is not expected that our membership figure 
will be substanually reduced. If you, reading this have a 
conscience about sub(lcriptions you know what to d~. 

Quite a number of recently demobbed people have joined 
~s and have u11;doubtedly derived much pleasure from looking 
~n at ou~ meetings. If you are still serving and happen to be 
m the city on the last Thursday in the month make an effort 
to. call on us. You w~ll be. very welcome. Even C.Q.M.S. 
Bill LanghaJ?, w~o is sull serving (no kidding), might 
manage to pnse a pmt out of me if he turns up. 

There is still no hope of putting on our Annual Dinner 
under the present food restrictions, though I believe that 
about 400 odd jewellers may sit down to a banquet. Did I 
say odd? 

Arrangements are being made for a trip to the Royal 
Tournament in June. All members of this Branch have been 
circularised on this and other subjects, but if you have not 
heard about it please get in touch with us. Seems an excellent 
idea. 

Mr. Joe Carnall was the Honorary Secretary of this 
Branch right through the late war and it is largely due to him 
and his loyal supporters that the Branch survived to welcome 
everyone home when peace broke out. It will therefore 
be of interest to many readers to learn of the marriage of 
Miss W. D. (Vicki) Carnall to Dr. G. Shirlaw Brown at 
Yardley Old Church, on Saturday, 24th January. Vicki is 
an accomplished singer and has delighted us on several 
occasions at our entertainments. She served in the W.R.N.S. 
from I942 to 1946 and finished as a Petty Officer after some 
excellent work attached to the Fleet Air Arm. Even then 
she managed to fit in some concert work in her spare time. 

Doctor G. S. Brown served as a Captain in the R.A.M.C., 
attached Gordon Highlanders, and was in Italy and Austria. 

The following Branch members and their wives attended 
the wedding ceremony and, afterwards, the reception, the 
latter being held in the Ring o' Bells Hotel (lucky people) : 
R. H. Ironmonger, G. Shale, S. Whitty, H. Stafford, J. 
Pearce, H. Aldridge. A wedding present from the Branch 
Committee consisted of a morning set. The Birmingham 
Branch wishes Dr. and Mrs. Brown the very best of good 
fortune in the future. Can a doctor's wife find time to sing ? 
We sincerely hope so. 

Before closing, I should like to invite members to drop me 
a line if they have anything of interest to relate or wish to re
discover a friend. Address your letter to me, c .'o Cateswell 
House, Hall Green, Birmingham, and try to let me have it 
before the IOth of the month if it is intended for publication. 

"BARLEUX" 
LJver1•ool 

Our General Meeting which preceded the " Hot-Pot " 
and entertainments held on Saturday, 24th January, proved 
quite a success. and ninety members sat down to dinner. 
The hot-pot served up was very nice and there was plenty 
of it for the asking. I noticed there was not much free beer 
left and, from what I could see, everyone seemed to be en
joying himself. We had a good half-hour's entertainment 
following the dinner, from a professional conjuror, and he 
certainly did his stuff! After his turn we had one of our 
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own members, W. Snooks, who sang three songs and played 
his ukulele; it was a good turn and our thanks are due to him 
for his performance. After this, we retired to the men's mess, 
where it was much warmer ; then things got going properly 
by the gang. 'I:hey were accompanied at the piano by 
Tommy Black, and the songs they sang were of the last war. 
I am afraid I could not take part because I did not know them 
-but they enjoyed themselves. Those who could not, or 
would not, sing were either too busy round the bar or talking 
of old times. That is just as it should be. We are now look
ing forward to the next function of this kind. When we are 
free of rationing it is our intention to have a reunion dinner 
that you will talk about for years-so keep smiling ! 

F.J.J. 
Coventry and Distrif't 

Another of the very popular Branch Dances will be held 
in place of the usual monthly meeting for March. This will 
take place at Br~nch H.Q., the Charterhouse Hotel, Stoke, 
on Tuesday, 2nd March, at 7.30 p.m. Those who have 
been to the previous functions will know that this is an 
occasion not to be missed. All ex-Signals in the Coventry 
area are heartily welcome, together with their wives or lady 
friends. Do not forget the date, 2nd March, and the time, 
7.30 p.m. 

\\
7 arrington 

In October, 1947, Mr. Wyke got in touch with Colonel 
J. J. Graham, Royal Signals, with the result that after a 
notice in the local paper, an inaugural meeting was held in 
the " White Hart," with 30 ex-Signals attending. A really 
good show. The following committee was formed: 

President-Colonel J. J. Graham, Royal Signals (of 4th 
A.A. Group Signals fame); Chairman-Mr. F. Bennett (one 
of the old original S.R.s, better known as " Busty Bennett," 
O.C.T.U. instructor); Secretary-Mr. Wyke; Treasurer
Mr. Twiss (another well-famed S.R.). 

A second meeting was held in the " White Hart " in the 
last week of November, I947, ·with 40 members present. 
Meanwhile, our worthy chairman had arranged to have the 
following meetings at the British Legion Club (Warrington 
Branch). Many thanks to him and gratitude to the generous 
gesture on the part of the British Legion. We hope we will 
be able to return the compliment one day. 

A" Hot-Pot" on 5th January, I948, was a good social scan 
for this branch. The local talent was amazing. The one
and-only " Stan Poole " of Waziristan fame, was up to his 
tricks as usual. A really good evening, and a fore-runner of 
many more, we hope. 

The membership is now over 50 and rising steadily, and I 
think we are well on our feet. 

All ex-Signals living in, or touring, this district please 
note : Monthly meetings, 1st Monday of each month,. 
I930 hours, British Legion Club, Warrington. 

Quite a number of serving members of the 4th A.A. 
Group Signal Squadron stationed in Warrington are in
terested, and as many as like to visit us will be welcomed 
with open arms. 

Our greetings to all serving and ex-members of the 
Royal Corps of Signals. 

"STAPOO" 

Have your personal copy of 

Th e W i r e 
mailed to you direct 

Subscriptions for 1948 should be sent to 

The General Secretary, Royal Signals Association. 

88 Eccleston Square, London, S.W.I. 
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'ross·Country llunnlng 

.TC. League 

The seventh and final run of the S.T.C. League was held on 
14th January, positions in the league table being: .. 

1-2nd Training Regiment, r887 pts.; 2--6th Trammg 
Regiment, 2668 pts.; 3-1st T aining Regiment, 3084 pts. ; 
4-4th Training Regiment, 3543 pts.; 5-0.C.T.U., 4422 
pts. ; 6-4th Training Regiment, 5119 pts. ; 7-School of 
Signals, 6130 pts. 

The league has been a new departure for cross-country 
running in the S.T.C. and was inaugurated as a means of 
developing talent. Starting in early October runs have been 
held fortnightly over progressively longer distances, so tha.t 
by January, racing was taking place over seven miles. In 
addition the first ten runners in each race were relegated to 
a fast pack, handicapped at the rate of half a minute per 
mile of the course to be run. The combination of progressive 
increa e in distance and handicapping the first ten home in 
each race provides ample scope for the development ofooth 
the able and weaker runners. As a team event, where 
twelve per regiment have to count, brain as well as brawn 
is required to achieve results. 

Forty-seven runners qualified for the fast pack ; fifteen 
o~ these have run through the field to qualify a second time; 
s_ven qualified three times, and Lance-Corporal Field of 
2nd Training Regiment qualified four times. His record 
was: 

2nd Run-First home (from scratch). 
4th Run-First home (handicapped 2i mins.). 
6th Run-Fifth home (handicapped 2! mins.). 
7th Run-Seventh home (handicapped 3} mins .). 

Carterick District Championships 

The District Championships were held on 21st January 
as a qualifying round for the Northern Command Champion
ships. 2nd Training Regiment won this event with a com
fortable margin of points. Signalman Bryant of 6th Training 
Regiment and Second-Lieutenant HaY>vood of 4th Train
ing Regiment, and Signalman Tulett of Ist Training Regi
ment qualified as individual entries for the Command. 

Royal Signals Trophy Road Rel~y Race 

This race, originally intended as an event to mark the close 
of the season, was always run from Sunderland to Catterick 
on Whit-Monday. The intervention of the war years 
caused it to be discontinued and to-day's austerity has 
prevented its reappearance in its old form. However, the 

Torth-Eastern Cross-Country Association, the .sponsors of 
the event, decided to re-introduce the race this year in a 
modified form. Thus, at Stockton on Saturday, 24th 
January, eleven teams from the North-East assembled to 
contest the trophy. The conditions were novel. Teams of 
six were called for ; a figure-of-eight course was planned 
with one circle of the figure 4~ miles round, the other 31 
miles. A youth from each team ran the 3 J-mile lap, followed 
by a senior running the 4~-mile lap, and so alternating in this 
manner until all six members of each team had run the 
course. 

Saltwell Harriers set the pace on the first leg-Royal 
Signals were 7th. On the second leg Corporal O'Brien 
made good four places to run in third. Boy Wilkins dropped 
one place, but was only a split second behind the third 
runner. Saltwell were still in the lead by about thirty 
econds when Corporal Hoskins took over. · Rapidly he cook 
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over third place, and overhauled the second man (an Elswick 
Harrier) before the first mile had been covered. At this 
stage R. S. Walker of Saltwell Harriers ran off course-a 
great pity and ill-fortune for Saltwell for they lo t so much 
ground that they decided to scratch. Boy Martin followed 
Corporal Hoskins, completing his lap within a second of the 
record time, and for the final lap Corporal Kinsey kept up 
an easy pace to win the race quite comfortably from Elswick 
Harriers. 

We wish to expres our heartfelt sympathy with Saltwell 
Harriers and hope that we may give them an opportunity to 
match their prowess at Benwell on Good Friday, when we 
shall defend our title to the " Grantham " Trophy. 

Northern Counties v . Midland Counties v. Universities 
Athletic Union v . R.A.F. 

This match, held at Worsley, near Manchester, on Satur
day, 31st January, was a new venture in the annals of English 
and Corps cross-country running. 

The distance was eight miles-four laps of two miles of 
meadow land per lap. Our opponents were the pick of the 
Counties, Universities A.U. and R.A.F., so that it was no 
surprise to find the pace hot and competition keen. We 
make no excuses or apologies-we were outclassed, but not 
dismally so. Our team benefited by the experience, saw 
the marginal difference our be5t and some of the best in the 
country and, although defeated, appreciate that there is much 
room for harder training in order to match up with competi
tions of this class. 

The result was : 1st, Midland Counties and Northern 
Counties (tied), 45 pts.; 3rd, U.A.U., n8 pts.; 4th, R.A.F., 
169 pts. ; 5th, Royal Signals (Catterick), 218 points. 

J . Corfield of Midland C.C.C.A. was first man home, in 
the very good time of 43 mins. 53.5 secs. He led the field 
after two miles and rapidly put distance between himself and 
the rest of the field. Lance-Corporal Field and Corporal 
Kinsey completed the course in 46 mins. 50 secs. 

Royal Signals (Catterick) 

Saturday, 14th February, must surely go down· in the his
tory of the C',orps as a day of great achievement. All tI:ree 
North-Eastern Counties Cross-country team Champion
ships were captured by Roy:il Signals (Catterick). 

The youths' event was the first to be run off. Eighty-seven 
runners took the field, representing fourteen different clubs 
from the North-East. The Signals team comprised runners 
from Boys' Squadron. The individual championship was 
won by A. Cumming of North Shields Polytechnic, who 
completed the three-mile course in 16 mins. 37 secs. Boy 
D. Martin was second man home, in 16 mins. 59 secs. The 
team score was 56 points, which beat the second team, 
Elswick Harriers, by 20 points. This is the first time since 
1937 that Boys' Squadron have captured the Youths' 
Trophy. 

The junior event was quite a new departure for us. A 
team of young men between 18 years and 21 h~d been 
trained up for this event. The field numbered SLxty-<;>dd 
runners, representing eight clubs. Lante-Corporal Field 
soon established his superiority over the field and completed 
the six-mile course in 33 mins . 54 secs., followed by J . 
Graham of Gateshead Harriers and Durham University, in 
34 mins. 38 secs. Royal Signals team score~ 20 points, 
thus beating Benwell Harriers, our nearest rivals, by 33 
points. . 

Royal Signals (Catterick) were defending their 1946-47 
title in the Senior Championship. The inclusion of a team 
in the junior race of necessity weakened the chances of .the 
senior's success. Nevertheless, it was thought that agamst 
the competition we were likely to meet, we could comp~t~ in 
both without seriously jeopardising our chances of retammg 
the senior title. In point of fact our margin of safety was 
tight, for Gosforth Harriers were only 9 points away from 
our score in the final count. 
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Ninety-odd runners took the field in the senior event, 
.representing eleven teams. The first man ho!'fle w~s ~· 
Smith of Blaydon Harriers, who covered the rune miles m 
49 mins. 17 secs. . 

The first Royal Signals man home was Corporal Kinsey, 
running a good race to finish fifth in 51 mins. 34 secs. The 
whole of the team of six were aU within the first twenty-one 
places. The team scored a total of 80. po~ts. 

This achievement of one club wmrung all three team 
championships in the same season is a record never bef?r~ 
accomplished in the history of the North-Eastern Counties 
Cross-country Championships. Such a record speaks .well 
for the keenness and tenacity of purpose of all those acm:ely 
engaged in crass-country running in the Corps at Cattenck. 

Rugby 

The chief interest lately has 'irisen in the epic str1;1ggles 
between the Royal Signals (Catterick) and Roundhay m the 
fifth round o( the Yorkshire Cup, and in the drawn game 
between S. T.C. and R.E.M.E. (Arborfield) in the final of the 
Army Rugby Cup (Home Commands). Roundhay were 
met three time~ before being vanquished 13-8 and Royal 
Signals (Catterick) now play Morley, the holders of the cup, 
at Morley on 21st February. 

In the Army Cup Final at Leicester, on 12t.h February, 
S.T.C. had a grueTng game with R.E.M.E. m mud and 
rain and, after extra time had been played, the score was 
still three points all. S.T.C. meet R.E.M.E., at Northamp
ton, on 19th February in the re-play. 

On 21st January a Corps match v . Royal Engineers ende.d 
in a win by 8 points to 3. On 14th February Oxford Um
versity Greyhounds were met at Oxford and a close game 
ended in a win for the University by 8 points to 7. Frog?ett, 
with a dropped goal and a penalty go~, scored ~11 our pomts, 
but as we were \'Vithout Glyn Davies, Captam T .. ~· .H. 
Jackson and several other players suffering from lilJunes, 
the result was not too bad. . 

It looks as if we shall have four players in the Army ~ide 
in representative matches-CaptaU: T. G. H. Jackson (nght 
wing), Signalman Gloag (left ~g), Officer-Cadet. '!lyn 
Davies (stand-off) arid Second-Lieutenant J. K. Williams 
(forward). 

The latest news about Officer-Cadet N. M. Hall (Royal 
Signals and England) is that the operation on his eye was 
successful and iI is hoped he may make a complete recovery .. 

Army Cup Final Re-play 
As we go to press we learn that Signal Training Centre 

won the re-played Home Command Final of the Army 
Rugby Cup, beating R.E.M.E. Training Centre (~borfield) 
by two dropped goals and a try (11) to two tries (6), at 
Northampton on 19th February. . . 

Dominating the scrums and faster outside, Signals 
attacked throughout the first half, but their only score was a 
dropped goal by Tranter. R.E.M.E. improved and Jones, 
their outside-half and best attacking player, scored a try. 

Shaw replied with a try for Signals, but agai~ R.E.M.E. 
got within a point with a try by Samuels. With fue last 
kick Tranter dropped his second goal. 

Hockey 

Royal Signals (Catterick) v. St. Andrew's University 
The Royal Signals Hockey Team (Catterick) vi ited 

Scotland to play St. Andrew's University on Wednesday, 4th 
February, 1948. s· al 

An excellent game was played, with ~e ~oyal 1gn s team 
the superior in stick-work and combin~uor:i. The ground 
was heavy, owing to recent rain, but this did not affect the 
standard of play as much as was expected. , 

The University players showed lots of dash, and . their 
centre-forward was extremely dangerous, but th~ Signals 
defence, with Lance- orporal Gibbons outstanding, kept 
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them well out of the "D." Very soon the Signals side 
settled down and with good combined play scored three goals, 
all by Lieutenant Smith. . . 

In the second half, playing downhill, it was expect~d t~at 
the Signals would improve their lead, but the Umversity 
defence played so well that the Signals were only able to 
score one more goal. In the closing minutes of the game the 
Signals defence was caught out of position and let the 
opposing centre-forward through to score. 

Final Result : 
Royal Signals (Catterick) 4; St. Andrew's University ~. 
It was an enjoyable game and played ~ the. best spmt. 

The reception given to the team by the Umv.ersity was very 
good, and it is hoped that an annual fixture will be arrang~d: 
The team was composed as follows: S.Q.M.S. Morns, 
Lieutenant Cant, S.Q.M.S. Middleton; c;>fficet-Cade~ 
Ashworth, Lance-Corporal Gibbons, CaJ:?tam Gordon , 
Corporal Urquhart, Signalman De Cruz, Lieutenant A. S. 
Smith, Sergeant Hammond, S.Q.M.S .. Cutter. . 

Reserve-Signalman Tavlor. Umpire-Captain Bar~on. 
On Saturday, 17th Januazy, 1948, Royal Signals (Cattenck) 

entertained Darlington Nomads to a match on t_he Ce.n~ral 
Sports Ground. Darlington were unfor~ate m ~rnvmg 
with rubber-soled shoes, thinking that m ~attenck w.e 
always play on hard pitches-thus they were seriously handi
capped from the commencement of. play. However, the 
game opened out into a very fast-movmg contest. Corporal 
Urquhart made an individual effort to score ~e first goal. . 

Half-time saw Signals three goals up, Lieutenant Srruth 
and Signalman De Cruz each having add~d a goal. On re
sumption of play, for several minutes Darlmgto1:1 had the run 
of the game, but were successfully checked by Signals c~ntre
half-Lance-Corporal Gibbons-and the two backs. Signals 
once again took control and added a further three goals
Lieutenant Smith (2) and Signalman De Cruz (1). 

School of Signals 
Owing to the usual weather conditions since Christm~s, 

in common with other sports, hockey has been badly m
terrupted. However, a bi-weekly game of gymn Hockey has 
kept the team together and, largely as a result, the Scho~ 
can report some successes both in the Northern Cornman. 
Knock - out Competition and the Army Inter-Urut 
Competition. 

H.Q., NORTHERN COM!\-lAND 

rst round-Bye. 
2nd round-v. 4th Training Regiment, 2-2. 

ARMY INTER- UNIT KNOCK-OUT COMPETITIO 

1st round--v. No. 51 P.T.C. at Command, 5-2. 
2nd round--v. No. 2 Army College, Welbeck, 5-2. 
3rd round--v. 4th Training Regim~n~, 3-2 .. 
The School of Signals v. 4th Trammg Reg.iment match 

was played on the Hospital Ground, Carten~~' on roth 
February, 1948. The ground was in surpnsmgly. good 
condition, when tlle School, los.ing the toss, started with the 
slope. The 4th Training Regiment was the first to score, 
but the School settled do\.\n and took a goal aln:ost from th; 
bully-off, and kept a continual pressure on their opponents 
half and crossed over with the score 3- 1. 

Until the interval, the School was playing fast, open hockey 
which seemed to keep their opponents on the run .. Ho~everf 
the second half was a complete rever al ~nd, m pite o 
several good runs in the centre and on the wmg·, the balance 
of play was with School half. Some very gallant work by 
the goal-keeper and his two backs, and one ?r two last
minute clearances by the wing halves, kep~ their opponents 
out and the final score of 3-2 wa a very fair result. 

The good advice of Captain Brandon and th~ vocal support 
of the few spectators was very much ~ppreciated, and the 
team hope that in the future there will be an even larger 
noise from the touch-line. 
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P RI CE : O NE S H IL LING 

B 

G.P.O. C:Ol RSES 

I T is pleasing to be able to record that four new courses are now available 
under the Army Educational Scheme for both Regular and National Service 

soldiers. These courses, conducted by the G.P.O., are at No. 3 Army College, 
Chiseldon Camp, Wilts, and are graded to suit men with various types of 
technical background, and success in them fits the candidate for possible 
employment with the G.P.O. 

Course 1 deals with overhead construction, and Course 2 with under
ground construction, and both include maintenance. They are suitable for 
linemen or beginners with a good general education. 

Course 3 deals with elementary installation and maintenance of subscribers' 
telephones, and covers magneto, central battery and automatic systems, includ
ing the fitting of small exchanges and the wiring of buildings. Linemen 
(permanent line) Class I, telegraph, radio and line mechanics should do well 
on this course, and on passing the course stand a good chance of employment 
as skilled workman IIB, with prospects of becoming a technician or an engineer 
with further training and experience. 

Course 4 is devoted to the more advanced stages covered in Course 3, and 
covers the adjustment of automatic telephone exchanges. Telegraph, radio and 
line mechanics are considered the most suitable candidates for this course, and 
success in it makes the candidate eligible for employment as skilled workman !IA, 
which is the grade from which the technicians are drawn. 

The pay of a technician rises to 155s. per week in London, and prospects 
are quite good for an ex-line mechanic or similar Group " A" tradesman who 
is willing to work and improve his technical education. 

Tradesmen of Group " B " such as operators may or may not have the 
necessary technical background. It depends on the individual. A promising 
man would, however, get his chance. 

REUNIONS 

A reunion dinner of No. 9 Operating Section of the former 3rd (1st 
London) Corps Signals was held at the "French Horn and Half Moon," 
Wandsworth, London, on 31st January. 

The "do," organised by Jimmy Sharples and Pat Dykes, was a very 
representative gathering, and some of our old comrades even travelled down 
from the Midlands. 

We should like to express our deepest appreciation to the hosts and 
hostesses who entertained our provincial friends, thus making their trip to 
London a very comfortable and memorable occasion. 

It is hoped to make this reunion an annual affair, and if any old frie?d 
are interested, please write to " Jimmy," at 32 Aldren Road, Lower Tooung, 
London, S.W.17. 

* * * 
It is intended to hold a reunion of No. 3 L. of C. Signals and 9th Army 

Signals (M.E.F.). Will former officers of these two units get in touch with 
Lieutenant-Colonel H. D. Harvey, Royal Signals, 85 South Road, Faversham, 
Kent. 



The first annual re-union of the Cadre of S.T~.(B) 
Mhow was held at the " Prince's Head," Prince's Street, 
\Vestminster, on Saturday, 28th February. 

Captain R. 0 . Edwards, Royal Signals, who was in 
the chair, expressed his appreciation of the presence of so 
many old friends, particularly those who had come long 
journeys to attend. 

Those present were Captain R. 0 . Edwards, Messrs. 
J. A. Polwart, J . F. Amison, T. O'Keefe, P. I. Holden, 
W. Murrill, A. W. White, R. Dwyer, B. Jeffries, C. Andrews, 
G. C. Smith, C. S. Hurst, G. H. Caswell, K. Brown, P. E. 

Royal Signals Officer 
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Evershed, R. H. Moss, G. S. Martin, D. Lomasney, P. 
Wood, P. A. Lewis, F. A. West, R. Jones, A. Smith, J. W. 
Blunt, J. Cherrington, D. R. Clapham, H. Howarth, W. E. 
Long, S. E. Clark, W. Parks, D. Williamson, R. C. Banner 
and J. W. Ludgate. 

An enjoy~ble evening was spent in talking over old times> 
and one voice was heard demanding" 'oo moved the 'un? '" 
and the " Chelsea Pensioners " marched again. 

Old "Mhowites " should get in touch with Mr. J. W. 
Ludgate, 4, Ronelean Road, Tolworth, Surrey, in order 
that they may be included in the next re-union. 

1'-larried in Canada 

!he wedding o~ Major Robert White, Royal Signals, and 
Miss Margaret Rita Palmer was celebrated at Barriefield 
Kingston, Ontario, on Saturday, 3rd January. Hon. Captain 
J. F. Goforth, M.C., Army Chaplain officiated. 

The bride was given away by deut.-Colonel T. G. V. 
Stephenson, O.B.E.,_ Royal Signals, who is on the Directing. 
Staff of the Canadian Army Staff College in Kingston. The 
best man was Captain J. J . Williams, R.C.C.S. 

After the service a guard of honour was formed outside 
t~e c_hapel by eight officers of the Royal Canadian School 
of Signals (see photograph). The reception was held in 
the Officers' Mess of the school. 

Major White is serving on exchange with the Royal 
Canad~an Corps of ~ignals, _and has been at the Roya! 
Canadrnn School of Signals smce his arrival in Canada in 
M~y, 1947; he is at present commanding the Training 
Wmg of the school. 

His bride, who comes from Birmingham, arrived in 
Canada on 20th December, 1947, having waited many months. 
for a passage by sea or air. 
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Ho Die 

Stations 

ROYAL SIGNALS O.{;.T.U. 

March 
Pass-off Parades. On 10th February, Brigadier R. H. R. 

Steward, C.B., C.B.E., D.S.O., M.C., A.D.C., c.s.o. Eastern 
Command, took the salute at the pass-off parade of Course 
193. 

The Senior Under Officer was Officer-Cadet Gibbs, who 
also won the Commandant's Cane. 

When C9urse 194A passed-off on Tuesday, 24th February 
Brigadier F . S. Straight, C.B.E., M.C., Commandant, Schooi 
o,' Signals, took the salute. 

The Senior Under Officer was Officer-Cadet D. N . 
Linden, who also won the Commandant's Cane. 

Congratulations. Our congratulations to Captain M. D. 
Scott, Royal Signals, and Sister Jean Shaw McKinnon, 
Q.A.I.M.N.S.(R) on the occasion of their marriage at Rich
r:iond on Wednesday, 11th February. The wedding 
reception was held at " The King's Head," where a large 
party of friends assembled to toast the happy couple's health 
and to wish them all happiness. Captain D. S. A. Hutley, 
G.M., made an admirable groomsman, even having a pair 
o( handcuffs available, but they were not necessary. 

Arrivals. We welcome into the Unit Captain C. Masser, 
who has been initiated into the hidden mysteries of the 
Lines Troop, also two subalterns who are by no means 
strangers to our way of life, Second-Lieutenants J. R. Evans 
and P. G. Riley. Mr. Evans has taken over the duties of 
Messing Officer, whilst Mr. Riley has been posted to No. 1 
Cadet Squadron. 

We also welcome Armourer-Sergeant Mark, R.E.M.E., 
who has relieved Corporal Barrett. May all Sergeant 
Mark's cases of cordwear be related only to lanyards, and 
bulged barrels to those Warrant Officers and Sergeants who 
r::flect so well the good catering in their Mess. 

Our heartiest congratulations to W.O.II (S.S.M.) G . 
Arnold on the birth of his daughter, Maureen, on 
4th February. 

Mountaineering Club. On 15th February seven members 
of the club paid a return visit to Alms Cliff. The morning 
was spent in climbing easy routes in fine but breezy 
weather. After lunch the party tackled the more serious 
side of their cult. Lone Chimney and South Face were 
among the routes tackled, and these included opportunities 
oi' practising rop~ technique down cliff faces. 

Shooting. Our miniature rifle team still continues along 
its winning way. Up to date nine matches have been fired 
off, all of which have been won. The results of the January 
shoot have not yet been announced, but we have two 
claimants to the medal for the highest individual score, 
Officer-Cadets Levett and Hanson each scoring 98 points. 

Rugby Football. February saw the beginning of the 
play-off for the Northern Command Rugby Cup. Having 
had a bye in the first round we met No. 4 Training Regiment 
in the second round and beat them after a hard game by 
,6 points to 3. In spite of No. 4 Training Regiment's rather 
strong back division, they were beaten in both set and loose 
scrums, which proved to be the deciding factor. In the 
third round (area semi-final) we had a much easier game, 
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and, even without Glyn Davies, were able to beat 12th Royal 
Lancers 20-5. 

A notable addition to the team has been Officer-Cadet 
McGilvray, who has shown himself to be a very useful 
centre. 

We have played three friendly games, losing to York, 
wh~n we fielded a weaker :;ide, by 6-8. In the game 
agamst the Yorkshire and Northumbrian Brigade we won 
23-3, and in another hard tussle lost to No. 4 Training 
Regiment by 3-10. In the area final for the Northern 
Command Cup we are to meet No. 1 Training Regiment 
for the second year running. We hope to reverse last year's 
result. 

Cross-Country. On Wednesday, 11th February, we 
provided one of the two teams (each of 15 runners) to 
represent Catterick district in the Northern Command Inter
Unit Championship. Our team fini5hed fourth with 426 
points. The fourth of the district runs. was held on 18th 
February, when the team obtained third place with 403 
poi ms. 

Squash. A tournament has been organised between th:! 
Officers and the Cadets, and is already producing a consider
able improvement in the standard of play. The imroductio:i 
of a squash ladder has provided still greater incentive. 

Hockey. Owing to the inclement weather during 
February only one game of hockey was played. This gam:: 
took place on 11th February at Catterick village versus the 
R.A.F. Regiment. Our team was beaten after a well-fought 
and enjoyable game by 3 goals to 1. Officer-Cadet Exel! 
scored our only goal. 

Nu. I TRAINING REGIMENT 

March 
During the last month we have bad extremes of weather 

in Catterick Camp, from a covering of frozen snow, which 
brought winter sports enthusiasts out on the neighbouring 
slopes, to the present springlike weather with a clear blue sky. 

We must say good-bye to a number of officers-Lieutenant 
(Q.M.) Ted Smith to Civvy Street; Captain (T.0.M.) W. J. 
(Paddy) Bush to Africa; Captain R. Allison (A.C.C.) to the 
Army Catering Corps Aldershot Depot; and last but not 
least, Major P. G. Curry, who is just about on his way to 
take over a Guards Brigade Signal Squadron in the South. 

We are happy to welcome Major G. H. R. Flynn from 
Scottish Command to take over Training Officer, No. 2 
Squadron; Captain R. H. P. (Dick) Thomas, just back in 
the country from Venice, Italy; Captain J. Gaule, A.C.C.; 
Second-Lieutenant F. K. Stokes; Second-Lieutenant \V. H. 
Moss; Second-Lieutenant N. C. H. Brown; Second
Lieutenant V. S. Robertson, just home from India; and 
Second-Lieutenant J. Boardman. 

VI IT OF THE RIGHT HON. EMANUEL SHINWELL, 
SECRETARY OF STATE FOR WAR 

During the last 18 months No. 1 Training Regiment, Royal 
Signals, has had the honour of being visited by a number of 
distinguished visitors, including H.R.H. The Princess Royal 
and Field Marshal Viscount Montgomery. We were not 
surprised, therefore, to bear that we had been selected for a 
visit by the Secretary of State for War during a tour of 
Northern Command on 3rd and 4th March. Since his 
appointment as Secretary of State for War, Mr. Shinwell has 
undoubtedly made it hi primary aim to see as much of Army 
life as pos ible and there is no doubt that he i a shrewd 
observer and is quick to ee both good and bad. We were 
very glad to have him as we had much of intere t to show-
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mo tly good, we considered. The ,>jsit took place on the 
afternoon of 3rd March and Mr. Shinwell, accompanied by 
the G.O.C.-in-C. Northern Command and the G.O.C. 
Catterick District, arrived ~t about 1550 hrs. on what was 
a glorious spring afternoon . We were slightly dismayed to 
note that a the Secretary of State approached he was followed 
by what seemed a never-ending procession of Press cars. 

On arrival be was met by Brigadier Straight, Commandant 
chool of Signals, and Brigadier Galwey, Commandant 
.T.C. 
Lieutenant-Colonel Hobson, the C.O., then proceeded to 

~how him round our carrier, V.F. and repeater laboratories, 
where he was able to see young trainees learning the main
tenance and repair of various types of line equipment. He 
expressed appreciation of the fact that mo t of the trainees 
were ex-P.O. employees and were benefiting both the Army 
and themselves by being engaged in similar work to their 
civilian occupations. The party then moved on to the Radio 
Mechanics Squadron, where once again he saw trainee radio 
mechanics fault-finding and repairing a wide selection of 
Army radio equipment. In particular he remarked on the 
large size of this Squadron (600 trainees). This bad been 
effectively demonstrated by a group photograph of the whole 
Squadron which was shown to him. 

A display from our Amateur Radio Club was on view, and 
Mr. Shinwell examined and admired the handiwork of the 
members in the way of set chassis, amplifiers and other 
gadgets which had been constructed by them during their 
spare time. 

Amid the clicking of cameras he was enrolled as a member 
of the Radio Club and handed a membership card by the 
District Commander. The next venue for the party was the 
Boys' Squadron, Royal Signals. Here Mr. Shinwell met 
Major Blackburne, the O.C. The Secretary of State visited 
the gymnasium, saw barrack rooms and boys studyina in the 
physics laboratory. He also visited the School ee';tificate 
class, where he was impressed by the standard of education 

[Photozraph by courtesy of " The Cauerick Exprerr " 
Mr. Shinwell addrttses the Boys' Squadron. In the picture are Major 
G. W. Blackburne. S•~eeant G. Markey, Boy Corporal· Tombs, Boy JonH, 
Boy Crabb, Boy Jenkins, Boy Hazel, Boy Lance-Corporal Brooker, Boy 

Shorter 
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[Photograph by courtesy of " The Catterick Express " 
Mr. Shi nwell talks to W .0 . 11 Jackson , R.A.E.C. Major C. W . Blackburn•, 

O .C. Boys ' Squadron , looks on 

available to the modern Royal Signals boy. It should be 
noted here that the educational goal of this Squadron is now 
the Schools Certificate and the Forces Preliminary Examina
tion, and our boys are given an education equal to any good 
school. 

Another direction in which this Squadron has been making 
great strides recently is in physique and turnout, and there 
was no doubt that our distinguished visitor was most 
impressed by a squad of senior boys doing arms drill. · He 
had the squad stood at ease and complimented the boys on 
their fine physique, turnout and drill. Sergeant Markey, their 
drill instructor, was given a special word of praise for the 
excellence of his products. 

Mr. Sbinwell then passed on to a squad of recruit boys 
who had only been in the Army a few days and, picking on 
the two smallest boys-Denis Talbot and William Grieves-
he asked them what they hoped to be in the future. Denis 
said he hoped to be a general, but William, not to be outdone~ 
said that nothing less than field marshal would satisfy him. 
This caused a good deal of amusement and Mr. Sbinwell 
remarked that a general and a field marshal in one squad was 
good going. This incident appealed to the reporters' news 
sense and the boys had quite a busy time being photographed 
and giving interviews to the large circle of Press corre
spondents. Sergeant " Tommy" Blades was also introduced 
to and spoken to by Mr. Shinwell. Tommy has 32 years' 
service, of which he has spent no less than 21 in the Boys' 
Squadron. Mr. Sbinwell complimented him on this fine 
record. 

Time was getting on, and after expressing his appreciation 
and thanks for all he had seen, the Secretary of State left 
for tea at the Officers' Club. 

We were glad to hear later that the G.0.C.-in-C. Northern 
Command had been very pleased with the visit and was 
particularly impressed with the physique and turnout of the 
boys. 

So ended what was an interesting and pleasant visit, and 
our best wishes go with the Secretary of State for War in 
what must be an arduous and difficult appointment in these 
days of stringency and .retrenchment. 

W ANTED.-Good quality secondhand uniforms. Anyone 
who has a uniform for sale, which is in really first-class con
dition, should write to the address given below, giving full 
details and the price required.-Captain F . H. Worlock, Q.M. 
Stores, The Warren, RM.A., Sandhurst, Camberley, Surrey. 
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Xo. 2 TRAINING REGUIENT 

March 

We have mentioned our conce;t party on several 
occa ion ; we are rather hopeful they will carry ofrthe c~p 
which i being offered by district for the best party m 
Catterick. It would seem as if we specialise in the drama, 
tor nine members of the Unit assist the Signals Theatre, far 
more than from any other Unit. They are not all actors, 
ome are stage managers, carpenters, electricians,. etc. 

Catterick does not lack such talent our theatre keepmg a 
very high ~tandard of production, and many Units run their 
own concert parties, none we venture to suggest as good as 
the Mons-Tro ities. 

With eyes on the Mitchell-Hill Trophy-presented for 
the best Unit effort under the Army Agricultural Scheme-
we have turned over nine acres to the production of 
vegetables. Four times as much as last year's area, this 
land is being cultivated by a motor hand plough and a hand 
seed drill. 

No. 2 Training Regiment have already witnessed with 
delight Admin. Squadron's S.S .M. (who has attended an 
Agricultural Training College) wrestling with the plough in 
the Unit gardens. Replete with supplies of seed, sowing has 
started, and a big problem will be the planting of 6t tons 
of potatoes. Seed frames have been improvised by the Unit 
gardeners, and these should go far to provide the plants 
necessary for the Unit's new acquisition-the "Arras 
Five-Acre." 

While we are becoming more agriculture-conscious, and 
parades in corduroys-pitchforks at the slope-are likely, 
vegetables are not the only items growing , up the Agricul
tural Officer's sleeve. Bulbs and plants, it is hoped, are on 
tile way to brighten the Unit's huts, which will aim at 
earning the title of the " Garden City of New Richmond." 

Soccer. After losing three first team players in January 
we were further set back by the posting of Lance-Corporal 
Denniffe, the Corps' inside-left, who had been the brains 
behind the forward line in most games. With such a 
weakened side we lost heavily to No. 5 Training Regiment 
6-0 in the Northern Command Inter-Unit Championships, 
and again in the same week 6-1 in the District League. 

Signalman Stanley has now returned from sick leave, 
and we hope he will be able to pull the team together. 

Cricket. With the season near at hand we are hoping to 
get a mat wicket down during the month to begin practice. 

Once again we shall have to form almost a new team due 
to the demob of many of last year's players, although Captain 
Blake, Corporals Leach, Snow, Frost, Brophy and Signal
man Stanley, all of whom were keen enthusiasts last year, 
will be available for part of the season. 

Cross-Country. Army Cross-Country Championships, 
Aldershot, 26th February, is indeed a grand day to remember 
in the annals of Signals cross-country. For the Northern 
Command team pulled off another win, this being for the 
second year running. Last year it was on a Unit basis and 
was won by our Unit. It is very interesting to note that 
of the team of ~en men, eight of them were Royal Signals, 
and seven of this eight were from this Unit. Corporal 
Kinsey was the first Royal Signals man home, taking third 
place. If the course had been of greater distance Corporal 
Kinsey should have finished further up, for he finished in 
grand style with no sign of strain. The Army Champion 
this vear '1948) is Officer-Cadet Maugham, of Southern 
Command, who ran a well-judged race. The second runner 
in, Second-Lieutenant G . Saunders, Northern Command, 
was followed by the other members of the Northern 
Command team in the order shown: Corporal Kinsey 3rd· 
Lance-Corporal Field, 6th ; Corporal H oskins, 9th; Lance~ 
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Corporal Moynan, 13th; Signalman Hewitt, 16th; Lancc
Corporal Lawrence, 23rd, last counting man. 

Northern Counties Cross-Country Championships on 
28th February. After helping to win the Army Champion
ships at Aldershot the Royal Signals senior team travelled up 
to St. Helens, Liverpool. The run was over a well-planned 
nine-mile course, and, although a little travel-weary, th~ 
team finished second to Sutton Harriers, who won the 
senior title. The junior title was won by the Royal Signals 
junior team in grand style, much to the amazement of the 
Civvy harriers, but to the delight of the Royal Signals 
follower.~. 

Lance-Corporal Field ran a hard race and finished second 
to Second-Lieutenant Saunders, the latter being a Northern 
Command runner. 

Hockey. We have played five matches since our last 
notes, winning two, drawing three and losing one, our 
league position being fifth. The team has lost Captain 
Hough on demob and Lance-Corporal Hutchins on posting, 
but have found several likely players in Lieutenant Jones, 
Lance-Corporal Pitchford, Signalmen Brown, Maxwell and 
Henshall. The game against the Royal Armoured Corps 
Depot, who are the league leaders, was most exciting, played 
throughout at a very fast pace, the result being a draw, 
a not unfair result to both sides. 

Lance-Corporal Frost, of No. 2 Squadron, a consistently 
good Rugger player, was chosen for Catterick District 
against ·ewcastle. Corporal Jones, of No. 3 Squadron, has 
played for the Corps in all their matches this season, taking 
part in a number of Command and other finals, and is 
likely to represent the Corps in the Army final against the 
B.A.0.R. champions. 

Rifle League. Under the captaincy of R.S.M. Howley, 
our team have held the second position in the league to 
date, having fired in 11 matches, winning 8 and losing 3. 

No. 3 TRAINING REGIMENT 

March 
As a rule, the work of a Training Regiment is not such as 

to be of rare news value. Projects, exercises and operations 
which vary in a field unit are not for us. On 12th February 
the Regiment was ordered to provide and man certain wireless 
stations for Exercise " White Rose II," whatever that might 
mean. Undoubtedly the instructional staff were glad to get 
out of the lecture rooms for a change and put into practice 
some of the things they preached; at any rate, they acquitted 
themselves sufficiently well for the C.S.0. and Staff of 
Northern Command to express their complete satisfaction 
with the work of the personnel concerned. 

Sport. February has been a very interesting month in this 
sphere, with plenty of thrills, high hopes and disappointments. 

The first eleven football tearri had progressed to the sixth 
round proper (semi-final Home Command) of the Army Cup 
and were drawn to play No. 121 Training Regiment, RA., 
at Dover. 

Despite the great distance involved, a fair sprinkling of 
supporters were there to give vocal support and to see a very 
thrilling match finish as a 2-2 draw after extra time. To 
some extent the satisfaction of having forced a replay was 
offset by the unfortunate accidents to goalkeeper Watson and 
centre-half Emblen, who were suffering from a fractured 
wrist and concussion respectively. T he replay took place on 
the Garrison Grou nd at Catterick on 16th February. Watson 
was still u nfit and Emblen played though not fully recovered. 
A very large crowd saw the home team lose by 2 goals to nil. 
We have since heard that the victors have beaten their semi-
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final opponents from B.A.O.R., and our good wishes go with 
them for the final. 

In the Garrison Senior League the first team have lost some 
ground by losing for the third time this season to our rivals 
of No. 5 Training Regiment. In the Junior League the 
second team are continuing to pile up the goals, and now 
have an aggregate of 130 to 36 in 21 games, having won 17 
and lost ~. Their latest success was to topple the leaders 
(R.A.M.C.) with a 4-1 victory that sent them to the top 
of the league. 

The hockey team, still without ostentation, continues to 
go from strength to strength. In the District Cup tourna
ment they were defeated in the semi-final by School of 
Signals, this being their first reverse since very early in their 
season. 

The basketball team have only recently drawn the glare 
of publicity to their activities, but even so, few members of 
their Regiment know that the team have a 100 per cent. 
record in 12 games. We thought of announcing the aggre
gate of points scored until we discovered that they are making 
a habit of scoring between 40 and 50 points per match, so 
we let well alone in case the second football eleven became 
jealous. To prove their versatility, our assistant P.T. instruc
tors have been putting the Regiment on the map in yet 
another sphere. In the District Badminton Tournament, 
Corporal Heath was beaten in the semi-final by Sergeant
Instructor Morris, A.P.T.C., while Corporal Caldwell won 
his semi-final round to lose to the same opponent in the final. 
In the doubles Corporals Caldwell and Knight defeated their 
opponents in 'the District Finals and thus qualify for the 
Command Tournament. 

Lance-Corporal Pratt, our sole boxing representative in ~he 
Command Individuals, was defeated by Corporal Prenttce, 
No. 5 Training Regiment, the eventual winner of the light
weight event. Lance-Corporal Pratt has been chosen. as 
second string to represent Northern Command agamst 
Western Command in the near future. 

Whilst not exactly under the heading of sport, it is appro
priate to mention the departure of Captain R. 0. Edwards, 
our erstwhile Adjutant and Football Officer, who has worked 
indefatigably in the interests of Regimental and Corps. foot
ball and also found time to play hockey for both the Regunent 
and the Corps. All ranks wish him the very best of luck and 
hope that some day we shall see a Signals team with its name 
inscribed on the Army Football. Cup. 

No. 4 TRAINING REGIIUF..NT 

March 

The varying accents that are now heard in the N.A.A.F.I. 
queue, plus the shrills of the D.I.s on ~o~ul Squ.are, are 
proofs that No. 1 Squadron of No. 6 Trammg Reg1ment
the pre-0.C.T.U. and N.C.0.s' D. and D. Course--has been 
transferred into this unit to form No. 4 Squadron. We 
welcome them into our midst and hope that they will soon 
get used to us. 

The highlight of the month was the ceremonial parade 
that No. 4 Squadron, accompanied by the Corps .Ban.d, staged 
on 16th March-: The inspecting officer was Bngad1~r C. V. 
Galwey, o.B.E., M.C., Commandant S.T.C. The enure com
mand was taken by potential officers, among t whom was 

ignalman G. J. Garvey, who showed that as a Squadron 
Commander he has great possibilities, espec.ially as h~ wa 
cho en w command the parade. He was as 1sted by Signal
men Rogers, Dawson and Standing, who acted as Platoon 
Commanders. 

It has just been brought to our notice that we have. a 
"man" in the unit. It is none other than ergeant Bill 
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Mitchell, who is now the proud father of twins (both boys
and they are like their daddy). 

Aided in the past by Lieutenant G. H. Anderson, and at 
present by Second-Lieutenant S. Squires, the Unit Dance 
Orchestra, which started from scratch, has increased in size 
and popularity during recent months. On New Year's Eve, 
Shaiba N.A.A.F.I. was filled to capacity. Under the leader
ship of Lance-Corporal Jimmy Venn, it is undoubtedly the 
best band in the camp. It relies mainly on playing tuneful 
commercial orchestrations rather than concentrating on 
showmanship. 

Although our soccer team are not doing as well as they 
might, our basketball team have only lost two games this 
season. We have just received a most welcome addition to 
the team, Lieutenant Cant, who was previously at No. 6 
Training Regiment. The team is playing together well and 
we have hopes of going forward to bigger events. Within 
the unit, enthusiasm for the game continues to increase. 

On St. Valentine's Day, a very successful dance was held 
in the Warrant Officers' and Sergeants' Mess. Also an 
impromptu social and games night was held in the Mess 
recently, and everybody had a very enjoyable evening.-and 
some a very enjoyable morning. 

We congratulate Corporal Allen Crabtree, one of the oldest 
of No. 2 Squadron Cadre, and Private Dorothea Ball, also of 
No. 4 Training Regiment, who were married at Birmingham 
on 21st February. We in No. 2 Squadron would like to wish 
Captain R. H. Richards the best of luck in Civvy Street, and 
also to welcome our new O.C., Captain G. W. Nation. 

As we sign off, the sun is streaming into the office, and 
we are glad to be able to say that we have not had a r.eal 
winter in Catterick this year. In fact it has been very much 
like summer for the past few weeks. 

WESTERN" C:O~IMAND (H) SIG~AL 

REGDIEN"T 

March 

General. At the end of March we again become an all 
Royal Signals unit, exc~pt for a small T~oop of A.T.S. man
ning the Command switchboard, who will be attached to the 
G.D. Company. . 

The A.T.S. (or should we say W .R.A.C.?) stayed with us 
exactly 12 months. Many difficulties, seen and unfore~een, 
were met and overcome, the W.E. was amended, reVJsed, 
reviewed and recast, then we review~ the amendments and 
-revised our recasting until we were dizzy, as the volume of 
A.T.S. replacements dwindled. ow they all go, so all we 
have to do i re-write it completely. . 

Dare we hope that this time it will be at least temporanly 
permanent? 

\Vie have for some months now, too, had half a dozen 
" odd-bods " who have been posted to and held on the 
strength of a non-existent No. 3 Squ~dron. On J4th Feb
ruary, however, the first Troop of the new Squ_adron, 13.0 
Line Troop, arrived from Eastern Cornman? Signal Regi
ment and it is to be hoped that the formation of the new 
Squadron of ' real" Signal Troops will. proceed apace. 
· There has been very little to report m the social phere 
since the la t publication of our notes. Evening act.ivities in 
the Education Centre here are going well and have mcreased 
con iderably in popularity. It i said that even warrant 
officers and sergeants have found time to attend-probabl ' 
due to the fact that well-known local landmark ha e been 
incorporated as objects in the " Twenty Que. tion " serie~. 
What que tion-master said that the Second-m-Command 

cominued on page 100 
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CATTERICK amateur RADIO CLUB 
By G. J. PRICE 

THE " Shack " i~ in Loos Lines and from external 
appearance there 1s no other word for it, but once inside 

one receives a very different impression, for this is the home 
of Catterick Amateur Radio Club. Here they speak a 
language of their own in the dub rooms in which the 
phonetic " Q " comes very much to the fore, and here of an 
evening one might find the Honorary Secretary, Lance
Corporal B. Taylor (G3AKF) "'calling CQ," or perhaps a 
friend from South Africa, Lieutenant Reeves (ZS6EY) 
establishing contact with fellow " Hams " in his home 
country. 

The founding of the Club dates back to February, 1945, 
when, under the presidency of Major-General R. T. 0 . Cary, 
Catterick District Commander, a few chaps wbo were known 
better to each other by their call-signs than by name formed 
the nucleus of the present 'organisation to promote the 
interests of amateur r~dio in the area. They moved from 
Kemmel Y.M.C.A. via S.T.C. Exchange Block (and, strange 
to relate, a stable) to their present quarters, but in rolling the 
stone has gathered moss and the scope of the Club bas 
broadened considerably. A workshop has been set up where 
those interested can use tools and equipment provided to 
build wireless sets and other bits of equipment. It is of 
interest to note that this department is greatly pat.ronised by 
the younger members of the Club from Boys' Squadron. 

On Wednesday nights there can be heard the intermittent 
pipping of an oscillator keyed by the instructor of the Morse 
class, but Tuesday night is the big night when the Club holds 
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its weekly general meeting and there is usually a lecture on 
some radio topic by a member or guest of the Club. 

Outstanding among these lectures was one by Major 
Nepean (G5YN) on his experiences when establishing station 
AC4YN, the first and only amateur radio station in Tibet 
another by Lieutenant Reeves on South Africa, and mor~ 
recently o.ne by Vice-President Captain K. A. Smith, Royal 
Signals (0.C. No. 2 Radio Squadron, No. 1 Training Regi
ment), on the technicalities of captured German and Italian 
military radio equipment. Like most of our lectures, this 
was backed up by practical demonstrations so that members 
could actually see and handle the sets themselves. 

Notable personalities who have had connections with the 
Radio Club are Major " Ken" Ellis (among whose call signs 
are G5KW for Great Britain, SUlKE for Egypt, ZC6NX 
for Palestine, and MD5KW for the Middle East), Major 

Jarvis (G2BPC) and Signalman Piper (G3BGO)-" Pip" to 
his friends-who, along with Captain Ray (G2TA) and 
"Joe" Raby (G8RF), was a founder member. The Club 
also remembers with gratitude the work of the last Secretary, 
Corporal Alan Hall (BRS 14526), now released. He was 
responsible for contacts such as LU9CK (Argentina), 
OH2QM (Finland), MB9AG (Austria), PY4ID (Brazil), 
MDlB (Benghazi) and UAlKBB (Leningrad, U.S.S.R.). 

It was only very recently that the Club enrolled a new 
honorary member of distinction in the person of Mr. 
Emanuel Shinwell, who during the course of his visit to 
Catterick Camp got a glimpse of the Oub's activities and 
seemed duly impressed. Other signatures in the visitors' 
book have at their side such call-signs as VU2EW of India, 
VE4TY of Canada, and SUlDM of Cairo. T he Club waxes 
strong at the moment, having a membership of over 300. 
Perhaps their most ambitious project for the near fu ture is a 
new transmitting aerial, of which the model is now complete, 
and volunteers are commencing the actual construction of 
the real thing. T he aerial will have unusual directional 
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properties and should bring in many new QSL (confirmation 
of contact) cards to swell the Club's collection. 

Despite difficulties, Catterick Amateur Radio Club thrives 
under the able leadership of its President, Vice-Presidents 
and Committee, all these offices being open to all ranks by 
Club election. 

All interested are invited to look in if they are near at 
hand, and if they are not, to listen on any of the " Ham " 
bands for G3CIO. 

1. A lecture in progress. Captain K. A. Smith, Royal Signals, 
lecturing on German and. Italian radio equi pment 

2. The Catterick Radio Clu b build ing 

3. Corporal Brewer (Brew) checks an aerial feeder for no 
radiation 

4. ZS6EY on the band 

5. Model of the new transmitting aerial in the club room. 
Corporal Martin Lees is putting the finishing touches to it 
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Holfte Stations 

continued from page 97 
dim pk wa · abstract and the mou tache of a certain other 
enior offi r wa definitel 1 vegetable ? 

The A.T. . are putting mere males to shame these days in 
the enthu iastic way they are taking part in P .T . Not exactly 
a ocial attraction, perhap , but brief shorts and blue knees 
on a fro ty morning are con idered worthy of mention. In 
fac t, the men mention it quite a lot ! 

ports. Foot ball and Hockey. ~ e have one hocke and 
two footb1ll teams all doing 
very well indeed in spite of 
the many changes in person
nel due to " demob " and 
draft. 

The sports fixture list is 
alway practically full and 
omc extremely good games 

ha,·e b-..oen enjoyed with local 
teams, both military and civil. 

'\ e are becoming well 
known and the best compli
ment i paid to us when we 
are a ked to provide (as often 
happens) two or three players, 
both hockey and football, to 
help out other units' teams. 

The majority of unit per
sonnel are very keen and our 
biggest difficulty is arranging 
for everyone to take pare in Driver Law - our left-back 
rheir particular sport. How-
ever, we are gradually reaching that _happy state when 
:itisfaction can be given to all. 

The girls are doing their part in unit sports and several 
mixed games of hockey have been played in the unit. They 
have a first-class netball team willing to take on all comers. 

OIJTBERN CO~DIA..~D (H) SIGNAL REGIMENT 

March 
R.H.Q. Since our last notes quite a number of changes 

have taken place. We have said " Good-bye" to the follow
ing officers: -Major G. H. Hewlett to Catterick, where we 
rh~ he: will be. found helping to fuddle the brains of pre
Umversny candidates; Major J. H. Collins to Camberley for 

taff College Course; Captain (Q.M.) R. W. J. Adams (well 
known at Portsmouth) to Civvy Street. We wish them all 
success in their new spheres. We have not lost sight of our 
old Q.M., Jack Springett (mentioned in last month's notes) ; 
he has taken employment under the Regiment's wing at 
Port~mouth. 
. _We extend a welcome to the following, who have recently 
JO!ned us, _and hope they will enjoy the breezes of Figsbury 
Rmg: -L1eutena~t S. C. Walton to 146 Line Troop; Captain 
(T.0.T .) G . Hams to F.S.S. Troop, Plymourh; Major R G. 
Baker to command No. 2 Squadron; Captain (T.0.T.) J. 
Kavenagh to F.S.S. Troop, Bulford; Captain J . Mcllvride to 
F .S . . Troop, Portsmouth; Lieutenant F. J. Gregory to 
Southern Command H.Q. Troop; and last but not at all 
leaM, Major W. J . S. Gray, our Second-in-Command and 
P.R.I. 

If' arrant Officer_s' and Sergeants' Mess. Following the lead 
of many other umts, we feel that we should like to introduce 
our prei.ent members or, at least, in this issue those stationed 
at Headquarters, and in the next issue tho~ stationed with 
detached Troops. . Our R.~.M. is well known among those 
who have served m Catter1ck and India, R.S.M. W. Gee. 
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The R.Q.M.S., also well known in India and late of 48th 
Northumbrian Divisional Signals, is R.Q.M.S. R. Softly. 
In addition we have S.S.M.s J. Holt, W. Lea and A. H. 
Skiffins, S.Q.M.S.s S. Britton and G. Marsh, Sergeants 
Horlock, Licence, Moverley, Cunningham, Chantry, 
Dyarnond and Cairns. Sergeant Charlesworth has just 
arrived and doesn't quite know what he is in for yet. Our 
only A.T.S. repre entatives at Headquarters are C.S.M. D. 
Rees and Sergeant Bartlett. Also permanently attached and 
quite notable members are Sergeant Halliwell, R.A.E.C., and 
S.M.I . Langman, A.P.T.C., together with his band of nine 
or so instructors who staff the Southern Command School 
of Physical Training. More about them in subsequent notes. 
Sergeant Horlock, who has not been with us very long, may 
be well kno .. vn as an Army soccer referee and is already well 
established in soccer circles here. Sergeant Licence, as a 
hockey player of no mean ability, came with a reputation and 
has so far lived up to it. 

Congratulations to Sergeant and M rs. Licence on the birth 
of a son, Llewellyn Peter. 

Association Football. Since the publication of our last 
notes the unit team has made its exit from the Wednesday 
League Cup, being beaten in the s~cond round by R.A.F., 
Upavon, after a disappointing game. In the Salisbury and 
District League results have continued to be poor and the 
one bright spot is the Small Units (M ilitary) League, which 
we have every hope of winning. In this competition we have 
won 10 and drawn 1 of the 13 games played to date, with a 
goal aggregate of 58-27. All the old players have passed on 
their various ways and new faces in our team include Signal
man D : Parker, who has taken over the role of chief goal
scorer at centre-forward, Signalman C. T . Dakin and 
Signalman McConid . Our captain and vice-captain are both 
away from the unit on detached duty. Corporal Bastable 
has assumed the captaincy but he too is at present in hospital 
having his tonsils removed. We hope for his speedy return . 

A.T.S. The A.T.S. of Southern Command (M ) Signal 
Regiment have become very " sport-minded " and are enjoy
ing mixed hockey matches, both inter-unit and with local 
branches of the Forces. T he girls at H.Q. are extremely lucky 
in having the facilities for badminton, netball and basketball 
put at their disposal, and a very great keenness is evident in 
these sports, particularly netball, as it is hoped to run an 
inter-Group match. It has also come to our ears that Senior 
Commander Hogh and Subaltern Riley put up a jolly good 
show in the table tennis match, playing for Southern Com
mand v. London District and Eastern Command on 9th 
February, and, we hear, were the " star turn." Good going, 
our officers ! 

Great keenness is also being shown in a new scheme for 
leatherwork, etc., at the Bulford Hobbies · Centre. We are 
hoping in the future that this initial interest will " snowball." 

Plans are going ahead for a trip to the " Old Bailey" for 
educational purposes, and to get the " gen " before the News 
of the World reporters ! We are hoping to round off this 
trip with a visit to the broadcast of Merry-go-round, maybe 
to bring fame and glory to Figsbury by trying our luck in the 
cash quiz and to provide, at the same time, enough money 
for our " breaks " the following week. 

No. 1 SQUADRON. On 4th January the camp once again 
acted as host to a number of hungry cadets, hungry both for 
mental as well as bodily food-a statement borne out by the 
fact that the instructors were ·actually seen swotting, and the 
cooks on duty were actually seen with only one hand in their 
pocket and a wary eye on the extra grub. It took twice the 
usual number to serve the food, and when either of these two 
was approached by an honest signalman about to ask the 
time, he was usually met with the rebuff, " Sorry, mate, those 
kids 'ave ate it." 

The instructors agreed that the course was by no means 
easy, and that it had given the cadets a thorough grounding 
in Signals work. Of the 42 on the course, 9 qualified as 
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instructors and 20 were classified as signallers. The failure 
of the remaining 13 was due almost entirely to the fact that 
they were too young and had no previous Signals experience. 

In charge of their instruction was Captain Joyner, whose 
team of instructors consisted of Second-Lieutenant Lord, 
Second-Lieutenant Edwards, Sergeant Horlock, Sergeant 
Moverley and Sergeant Licence. 

146 LINE TROOP. We feel our modesty has been carried 
far enough. T he Cinderella of Southern Command (Mixed) 
Signal Regiment is screaming for publicity. During the past 
few months we have been making our presence felt in all 
parts of the country, and a visitor from a foreign shore could 
witness members of the 146 Line Troop working in such 
widely dispersed points as Harrogate and Bude. 

At the end of last year we lost our Officer Commanding, 
Lieutenant (Q.M .) E. J. Walke, who departed from our midst 
to sample the burdens of Civvy Street. His place has been 
taken by Lieutenant S. C. Walton, who is settling down to 
some hard work after " good time charleying " in the Middle 
East. 

Another recent arrival in the Troop is Sergeant C. F. 
Chantry, B.E.M., who has joined us from B.A.O.R. 

We should like to congratulate the following members of 
the T roop: - Sergeant Cunningham and Signalman Adkin 
on decid ing to take a "better half" unto themselves; Jim 
Walke on the arrival of a fourth ration book into his family
D avid Jones ; Sergeant M overley, assistant unit football team 
trainer; Sergeant Chantry on the award of his L.S. and G.C. 
M edal ; and finally to all those members of the T roop who 
eventually decided to risk the uncertainties of civilian life 
and resisted the temptation when their demob group came 
round. 

ALD ERSHOT AND HANTS F.S.S. T ROOP. I t 
appears that little is known of our Troop, left to u phold the 
old traditions of spor t in the Command, and the large area 
in which we have to maintain communications in the Alder
shot, Bordon and Bramley districts. 

We have in our midst such old stagers as Major Beattie, 
Charlie M epham, Jack Brown, George Tibble, McGregor, 
Goodman and Jack Hayes, our ·civil ian clerk, who are all still 
doing a good job for the Corps. Our T roop Sergeant 
Mcintosh (818) joined us in September, 1947, and has now 
settled down nicely in Marlborough Lines. 

Old friends will be pleased to know that we still have some 
good matches, both Rugby and soccer, on the Command 
Ground. 

The old hands would like to hear from any of their old 
friends, and Sergeant Mcintosh would be pleased to hear 
from " The Muffin Man," Nairobi. 

PORTSMOUTH AND ISLE OF WIGHT F .S.S. 
TROOP. As these are our first notes, our introduction had 
better be made. Our military numbers are small, but for 
operational duties we are well supported by highly-skilled 
civilians-all ex-Service men. Our duties are normal F .S.S. 
communications and we are proud of the service which we 
are giving to dependent units. The operational side of the 
Troop is in the capable hands of Major (T.O.T.) G. 
Wray, M .M. 

The social life of the Portsmouth Troop was brightened 
up on Wednesday, 4th February, when the outgoing 65 
Group held a farewell party in the Gloucester Hotel, which 
started the civilians flowing in on their way. 

In the entertainment world this month we have turned our 
attention toward a new venture. Every Friday, thanks to the 
A.KC., we have been visited by one of their mobile film 
units. These visits have proved themselves to be so popular 
that they have recently been increa ed to two a week. Owing 
to transport difficulties, we have been forced to cancel the 
weekly dances which have been held here for over a year. 
We hope, however, that this will only have to be a temporary 
measure. 
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NORTllEll N IREl.AXD IHSTR ICT (~I) 

SIGNAL S QUADROX 

March 

Entertainments have once again been the great attractions 
in the Unit for the past month. On Wednesday, 25th 
February, the Ariel Dramatic Society, Belfast, who are the 
holders of the Ballymoney, Bangor and Lurgan Festival 
Cups, presented the play, "Night Must Fall." Over 300 of 
us packed the N.A.A.F.I. to see the grand acting of a star
studded company, which includes three gold medallists. 
The next grand attraction was our fancy dress ball in the 
Gymnasium on Thursday, 4th March. About 20 of us 
appeared in fancy dress costumes. Prizes went to only one 
of our crowd, Sergeant Mary Senior, who came as a li ttle 
schoolgirl-perhaps we should say a very advanced little 
schoolgirl if we are to· judge her by the books she was 
carrying, namely, " What Every Little Girl Should Know," 
"No Orchids for Miss Blandish " and " Forever Amber." 
Our two " Spivs" were Sergeant Eddie Morey and Sergeant 
Joe Dickinson. They came in on the dance with a barrow 
full of oranges, which they proceeded to sell at " Spiv 
controlled " prices-the money, incidentally, went towarc:ls 
the cost of the dance! The only trouble with J oe Dickinson 
was that, as he is normally known as "Spiv" when dressed, 
we were left wondering whether or not he was in fancy 
dress ! 

T he A.T.S. in H.Q., .I.D., played the W.A.A.F.s at 
netball . Representing the Unit in the team were Privates 
Mary McFarlane, Betty Mason, Agnes O'Leary and 
" Ginger " Webber. The only injury reported was to the 
reserve, Private Kath Lusty, who, in an attempt to do some
thing outstanding, fell up the steps and got cuts and bruises. 
The score was 11-10 in the W.A.A.F.s' favour, but Mary 
M cFarlane scored 6 of our 10, and much credit must go 
to Betty Mason, who played defence very successfully against 
a P.T.I. Sergeant. Praise must also go to the other two for 
their part in the match. 

We played the Civvies a badminton match-without our 
experts, Sergeant Monty Aldridge and Second-Lieutenant 
Dudley George-and won by 8 points. The Civvies hope 
to turn the scales at our next match with them. We feel 
very confident, however, that our victory will be even 
greater, as, to quote one of the players, "We'll do 'em 
rotten." 

Football is still being played-despite the grand weather
and still we are proving ourselves as good if not better than 
all comers. St. Joseph's Old Boys were sent away after 
losing 2--0, and, after much hard luck and despite the 
grand football of Lance-Corporal Harry Jarvis, in a match 
with the R.A.S.C. the result was a draw 2-2. 

Demob has once again robbed us of a few of the old 
faithfuls. Signalman " Paddy " Mason, Signalman John 
Ward, to whom we owed the scenery, lighting and stage 
managing of all the concerts, plays, etc., that have bee,1 
performed here, has left us for Essex. Lance-Corporal Jack 
" Gripper" Allister, plus his red Airborne beret, has gone 
off to Newcastle to become a " copper," while his " oppo," 
Signalman Frank Addison, is also away. The girls we have 
lost in the past few weeks are Sergeant Betty O'Donnel (the 
old mainstay of A.T.S. Signals) and Private Margaret 
Turner, who left us on a cross-posting to London District. 
We wish all of you the best of luck. 

We are now in the process of rehearsing another concert, 
which we are performing on 22nd March. All the old 
stegers are back in-this will be the last of the Nidwits 
this year, owing to the summer months coming along. 

Captain Pete Palmer has arrived at C.S.O.s branch to fill 
the place of Captain John Melsom, whose departure was 
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noted la t month. Another arrival bas been Sergeant 
O'Malle 

" The time has come the w11lrus said "--and now your 
· ribe · it. If I may write a few personal lines for a 
moment l would like to thank all pa t and present N.I.D. 
lads and la ie who have written to me or have helped me 
in the \\Titing of my notes for the past nine months. I 
depart on demob soon after writing these notes and would 
like to say through THE WIRE " thank you very much 
indeed" tor all the fun I've had writing for you. My 
·uccessor will be Sergeant Eddie Morey, an old Regular 
warrior, who will, I hope, have as much fun writing as I 
have had. 

That' all for this time, so here's wishing all of you, from 
all of us, the best of everything always. 

"RAY" 

Xo. 4 A.A. GROUP L~DEPENDEXT (IU) 

SIGNAL SQUADRON 

February 

It is with great pleasure that I write these first few notes 
of the new No. 4 A.A. Group Signals. 

This Group was closed shortly after the war and re-opened 
again in January, 1947. After a year of hard work for all 
concerned we are now well on our feet and the Group is 
running very efficiently. I understand this is the only Signal 

quadron that actually " lives" with its parent A.A. Group, 
consequently we are under the watchful eyes of the staff. 
High up in the staff is our C.S.O., Lieut.-Colonel H. C. B. 
Rogers, o.B.E., Royal Signals (late C.S.O., Southern Iraq 
and Persia, 1945-6, and Commanding 3rd G.H.Q., Signal 
Regiment, Middle East, from 1945 to end of war). Our 
S.O.III is Captain E. . Williams, who would perhaps be 
remembered as O.C. No. 2 Company, "J " L. of C. Signals, 
India, in 1945, and 0.C., No. 2 Company, Eastern Command 
Signals, India, in 1946. 

This -Squadron is ably commanded by Major R. H. 
Farlow, M.B.E. (of Indian fame and well known throughout . 
the Corps). Our other officers are Lieutenant P. Magee, 
Lines Officer, Second-Lieutenant F. W. Hartley and Junior 
Commander E. Nixon, A.T.S. Our " Q " side is looked 
after by W.O.II S. E. Poole (also fairly well known in the 
Corps, ex-Waziristanites note) and be seems a wizard at 
producing the right thing at the right moment, except when 
you have a battle dress for exchange. 

We consist of a Headquarter Troop, Group Signal Office 
Troop (A.T.S.) and a Line Maintenance Troop, all at 
Warrington, and a Brigade Troop at Clatterbridge, com
manded by Captain R. N. Richmond, but Captain Jerram 
has 1ust arrived to take over this Troop, so there'll be 
more news of them at a later date. 

As I have previously stated, we live ~th Group Head
quarters, and Major R. H. Farlow is O.C. Troops as well 
as O.C. Signals. Also the Quartermaster's store looks very 
gay with the coloured flashes of R.A., R.E.M.E., R.A.E.C., 
R.A.S.C., and all the various Units of Group Headquarters 
that are attached to us for all purposes. 

We had the honour of providing a guard of honour for 
the late Lord Derby on his visit to the Group in December. 
A~l went well, a good show and a feather in the Royal 

1gnals cap. We have the G.O.C.'s annual inspection on 
19th February, and, although there isn't the white
wash ot pre-war days, everything looks spick and span. We 
are all doing a good job and are a happy little band. 

Sergeant W. Hammond, our Line Sergeant, has just left 
us on a Foreman of Signals course in Catterick. Good luck 
to him. 
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We have a reasonably good football team considering the 
size of the Squadron and they are doing very we~!. Our 
badminton team bas achieved great successes against the 
Navy and R.A.F. We have run a nufl1:ber of dances in the 
gymnasium and so popular has dancing become that we 
even have a civilian instructor to show the lads all the latest 
" steps " once a week. A good innovation in these " hard " 
times. 

With "all the best " to all members and ex-members of 
our Corps I ' ll say " cheerio " till next month. 

" STAPOO" 

No. 5 A.A. GROUP (M) SIGNAL llEGDIENT 

M arch 

A trip to watch the S.T.C. Rugby team in action against 
R.E.M.E. at Leicester was successfully undertaken, and the 
only regrets were when the final whistle blew and Signals 
had to be content with a draw. However, the replay has 
proved that we were supporting the . better side, and our 
congratulations are added to those which have already been 
sent. Unfortunately, we did not hear of the fixture for the 
replay until too late to make arrangements to atten~. . 

During the past few weeks the camp has ?een en1oymg 
the privilege of two cinema shows per w~k . mstead of . the 
usual one. Not only does this scheme give greater enioy
ment to the film fans, but eases the financial matters to 
some degree. . 

The fortnightly dance is showing profit, due to the energies 
of such people as Second-Lieutenant Ingledow, Corporal 
Allen, Corporal Jones, Signalman Reeve, and numerous 
helping hands. 

On St. Valentine's Day the D .R. post orderly was seen 
to be staggering along beneath numerous sack~ of ~ail. 
The only persons who are still in doubt as to their adrnrrers 
are Junior Commander Ridler and R.Q. Ditchfield. 

Hearty congratulations are extended to Signalman Holton 
and Private Hayes on their recent marriage; may they both 
enjoy their new life. Also to Corporal Smith and Private 
Biggadike. . 

Second-Lieutenant Melford and Second-Lieutenant 
Dacre, recent arrivals, are settling down to the new 
surroundings, and it is welcome news that they are both 
hockey players. · 

R.S.M. MacDonald and Sergeant Baker recently arrived 
from Palestine and are most welcome. We hope that they 
will enjoy their stay. 

Best wishes for their re-entry into Civvy Street are given 
to Private Price, Lance-Corporal Watkins, Corporal Jones, 
Signalman Charnley, Driver Dean, Signalmen Gubbins, 
Hodson, Lowry, Drivers Butterfield and Brand, Signalmen 
Kavanagh, Pasquier and Spencer. 

On 6th February a party paid a most interesting visit to 
the Atomic Train at Derby. Some members of the Unit 
attended the No. 5 A.A. Group Boxing Finals, at which 
function we provided public address equipment. 

Second-Lieutenant Watson and his gang are busy 
demolishing huts in another place and erecting them in 
Elvaston as garages. The first one did no·t blow far in a 
gale we had. 

Footbal.l. The football team continues in winning ways 
marksman, and in defence Signalmen McKenzie and 
Kavanagh have been outstanding. 
and during the past month have recorded three victories 
to one defeat and one draw. Driver McMillan is the chief 

No. 5 A.A. Group (M) Signal Regiment v. Duke of 
Wellington's Regiment, 2nd Battalion, 5-4; v. Alvaston, 

continued on page 107 
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British 

Ar Illy 

of the Rhine 

No. 2 L. OF C:. SIGNAL REGIMENT 

Herford 
M arch 

Warrant Officers' and Sergeants' Mess. Just when 
we were about to dig out the flannels and ratting 
jacket in hopes of welcoming an early spring, the Weather 
Clerk administered a hefty kick in the pants to those ideas. 
Snow and severe frost has been the fashion these past two 
weeks, so much in fact, that for the first time this winter 
we have been able to indulge in ice skating on the frozen 
swimming pool. 

On the 21st February the Mess ran a dance and social 
evening. Attendance of ladies was not what we usually get, 
but however, the evening was pleasantly spent and 
thoroughly enjoyed by those present. 

A new feature within the Mess is the formation of a 
" Bung" Club, initiated and presided over by Sergeant 
"Jock" Giles, ex-5th Divisional Signals. Initiation into 
the club begins with the drinking of one pint of " wallop " 
in one go, so its easy to guess that the club members have 
all graduated from the "Elbow Bending School." Woe 
betide any Bung member who fails to produce his bung on 
the order, " Flash," within the count of 10. We heard it 
cost Sergeant "Tich" Gorman 17 / 6 at the Warrant 
Officers' and Sergeants' Club one evening for being forget
ful. ·So it's flash your bung or it's "bungo ole chap." 

We were sorry to hear a short while ago that Sergeant 
" Bob" Cbarnock had the bad luck to break his ankle whilst 
on a Ski-ing Course at the French mountain training centre. 
However, we now have him back into the fold, having had 
the ankle repaired successfully under Anglo-French
American arrangements. Sergeant " Syd." Newman, who 
also attended the Course, returned fit and immediately 
proceeded on leave. So as yet we have been spared a big 
" grip " on how to ski. 

During the past montn· many new faces have appeared in 
the Mess as a result of the disbanding of 5th Divisional 
Signals. To S.Q.M.S. Bardwell, Sergeants Giles, Flintoff, 
Thompson, Grant, Agar, Farquar and Menzies we say, 
welcome, and make yourselves at home. 

We take this opportunity of extending a welcoming hand 
to Mrs. Littlewood and Mrs. Anderson, who arrived from 
England during the month to join our colony of married 
" pads." 

Our congratulations to S.S.M. " Pat" Pash and his wife 
on the birth of a son and heir at 155 Military General 
Hospital. 

"TICH PKR" 

NO. 3 SQUADRON. Since the last issue, 7th Armoured 
Division (Static) has been disbanded and, as a result, the 
No. 10 Set link from H.Q., B.A.O.R., via Bismark and 
Bielefeld to Bad Rothenfelde, closed down 14th February, 
1948, and detachments returned to Herford for overhaul. 
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It is e:itpected, however, that these sets and others recently 
received will be fully committed in the very near future; 
at least O.C. Wireless Carrier, Lieutenant T . Winder has 
been doing extensive swanning with this in view. (Wot ! 
No suitable sites, T om ?) Lieutenan t K. Banks, who is 
taking over Wireless Carrier, is getting his own impression 
of the 10 Set and swanning set up. 

Wireless Group H.Q., B.A.O.R., still continues to do 
sterling work manning control sets of the B.A.0.R. W / T 
N etwork. These links are now working 24 hours a day 
and handling a considerable volume of live traffic-the 
numbers mounting weekly. Command here has changed 
recently, due to the posting of our Second-in-Command, 
Captain R. H . Stewart to home establishment on Python. 
Captain G. S. Blackburn has taken over Second-in
Command once again. Lieutenant Mike Sinclair has taken 
over the duties of O.C. Wireless Group H.Q., B.AO.R .• 
assisted by Second-Lieutenant Redley, recently posted to thi:; 
Unit from 5th Divisional Signal Regiment. We are con
fident the usual high standard will be maintained. 

Lieutenant W. Kay organised a 3 Squadron Quiz last 
week, in which teams representing the Squadron Officers, two 
Wireless Troops and the D .R. Group took part. From this 
Quiz the D.R. Group team emerged the victors after pulling 
up considerably during the last round, to beat the Officers, 
who were leading. In the near future they will be compet
ing against I, 2 and R.H.Q. Squadrons, so we wish them 
all the very best of luck. 

Two darts matches have been arranged against a C.C.G. 
Mess in Hamraersmitb Barracks, Herford-also one darts 
and snooker challenge matsh, and on each occasion the unit 
team came out on top. 

We take this opportunity to welcome all new arrivals from 
the U.K., 5th Divisional Signals and 7th Armoured Divi
sional Signals. 

On 11th March, 1948, we must say goodbye to our 
Second-in-Command, Captain " Roy" Stewart, and his 
wife, on posting to the U.K. We wish them Bon Voyage, 
and with them go our very best wishes for the future. 

No. 1 SQUADRON. With the advent of both frost and 
snow the centre of attraction soon became the ice rink. A 
convenient field, at one time flooded, makes an excellent 
rink, with no great danger of sinking above the waist. 
Only the fading light forced the people back to barracks 
last weekend, and I am sure that a re-appearance of the 
frost next weekend is included in most nightly prayers. 

We feel that the change of weather has something to do 
with Captain R. Y. Littlejohn's sudden decision to return 
to civilian life next month. It can only be commented that 
it will be even colder in the kilt around Leith than it is out 
here. 

Little in the way of outdoor sports (other than skating) 
has taken place recently, due mainly to bad weather con
ditions. A few brisk early morning walks with the P.T.I. 
has, however, maintained our high standard of physical 
fitness. 

An All Ranks Dance was organised by the Squadron, in 
die N.A.A.F.I. on the 25th February, 1948, and was 
attended by the Commanding Officer and his wife. The 
music was supplied by the Regimental Dance Band, name! 
"The Rhinelanders." Some 180 ladies attended the dance, 
and from all accounts enjoyed it a great deal. It was indeed 
a victory for our side when a large number of A.T.S. 
Signals walked in, an act rarely observed in this Regiment. 
Good prizes were awarded by the P.R.I. and among t th0 

lucky winners in a Spot Waltz were the Commanding 
Officer and his wife. 

Next month, a vi it of the Mercury Players is being 
organised by the Squadron Entertainments Officer, and it 
is hoped that it will be as well attended as the dance. 
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2nd I . iF.\~Tn,· Dn'ISIOl\'AL SIGNAL BEGDIENT 

Hildtc>n 
March 

The Training Cour es within th~ Regiment a~e 
progressmg very ' ell, as is also the Jui:i1or N.C.0.s Dnll 
and Dutie Course . The latter are considered to be a very 
important phase in the building up of good Junior N.C.0.s, 
·o nccessarv to the well being and running of a Regiment. 

Jimmy's ·Club is now fully e tablished and proving to be 
very popular indeed with the Junior N .C.O. and men of 
the Reoiment. The second billiard table ha now been 
in tailed by N.A.A.F.I., the amenities now consisting of 
two billiard tables, two table tennis tables, and two dart 
b.:>ards. Games tournaments are in fuU swing, and darts 
matche are played against out ide teams in a darts league 
that has been formed within the area. 

The honour of " going on the air" in the B.F.N. 
Regional Quiz Competition has befallen the Regimental 
quiz team, who, on Saturday, 24th February, at the 

Serannt Ai tkenhead holding the '40in. Sail Plane t ha t won him an ho~. 
men tion in t he Arts and Crafts Exhibiticn , and Ccrporal Sutton , who is 

holding the plane that won him first prize 

Dusseldorf Opera House, defeated a picked C.C.G. team 
from North Rhine Westphalia by 24 points to 20. The 
'Regimental team, consisting of Second-Lieutenant J . C. 
Evans, Lance-Corporal M. Standing, Signalman M. 
Clements and Signalman A. Mitchell, had an air of 
assurance about them as they faced the footlights and a 
barrage of fast questions. Honours were fairly even 
throughout the contest, and at one time the C.C.G. team 
were in the lead. In the closing minutes, however, Signal
man M. Clements gained the winning points by naming 
Gainsborough as " The Blue Boy's" artist. Hearty 
congratulations and the best of luck for the forthcoming 
contests. Captain D. F. L. James officiated as the Quiz
master, with Captain D. Jenkins (G.S.) presiding over the 
gong. 

An Aero Modelling Club has recently been formed within 
the Regiment, with Sergeant Aitkenhead, R.A.E.C., as 
President. The club opened to a comparatively slow start, 
but is now flourishing extremely well, and the President is 
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Models in the mak ing 

finding it difficult to keep the membership, which at present 
consists of 22 enthusiasts, within the limits set by space and 
materials. 

The club entered five working models for the 2nd Division 
Arts and Crafts Exhibition and walked off with the first , 
third and honourable mention prizes. Corporal Sutton, the 
treasurer of the club, obtained the first prize with an 
uncovered powered duration model and was also awarded 
third prize for his Balsa · glider. Sergeant Aitkenhead 
received the honourable mention for an impressive model of 
a 40 inch sail plane. These exhibits have now gone forward 
to Rhine Army for the B.A.O.R. competition. The photo
graphs herewith reproduced are of the members of the club 
and the models built and in process of b<:ing built. 

A hearty welcome is extended Major Rowett, Major Kidd> 
Captain Howes, and all new arrivals who joined the 
Regiment this month. 

Good-bye was said to Captain Goldsmith (Static), who 
proceeded to U.K. to attend a course, after first of all 
having a spot of leave; the best of luck, Goldie. We also 
said good-bye to Captain and Mrs. J. Dunbar this month, 
to whom we wish all the best and every success in their 
new home. "Jock," as he was familiarly known, was Officer 
Commanding 6th (Highland) Brigade Signal Troop, and 

H.Q . Troop cross-country team, winners of Regim ental Inter-Troop• 
Championship. Seated : Corporal Miller , R. H.Q ., R.S. M. H. Griffin. Captain 
H. S. P. Miles, Officer Command ing H.Q . Sq uadron, S.Q .M.S. Ba iley, 
1 Squadron, H.Q .. ~pora l Castleton, " Q " Troop. Standing: Craftsman. 
Hastie , L.A.D., Craftsman Baines, L.A.D., Signal man Pritchard , R. H.Q. , 

Sienalman Cleverton , " Q " 
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all w°ho know him will regret his going and miss hi cheery 
smile. 

Sport. The semi-final of the B.A.O.R. Inter-Unit Foot
bail Competition, in which the Regiment met 29th Army 
Troops Company, Roya l Engineers, took place at Wuppertal 
Stadium on Tuesday, 3rd February. 

T he game was of special interest, as the Regiment was 
the only 2nd Division team left in the competition. Quite 
a large crowd turned up to watch the game, including 300 
Royal Engineers, who arrived by special train from Luneberg 
to give their side a cheer. 

Although the Sappers played better together as a team, 
Signals had far more opportunities of scoring. Great praise 
must be given to the Signals defence and especially goal
keeper Lance-Corporal McLaughlan, who played a brilliant 
game. 

Final score : 2nd Divisional Signal Regiment 2, 29th 
Army Troops, Royal Engineers, 3. 

The Regimental Inter-Troop and Individual Cross
Country Championship for 1947-48 was held on Wednesday, 
18th February. Twelve Troops competed, six from 
Headqua,rters, three from Brigade Headquarters, and three 
from the Field Regiment Headquarters-in all a total of 
96 competitors. 

Runners were "briefed" on the course by R.S .M. H . 
Griffin, who organised this particular branch of sports for 
the Regiment. 

The "off" signal was given at 1515 hours. Owing to 
the cold, dry weather, the ground was extremely hard, and 
a keen wind made comfortable running almost impossible. 
The course of five miles was completed by the first man 
home, Lance-Corporal Hunter, of " L " Troop, Head
quarters, 6th (Highland) Brigade, in 35 minutes, a very 
good performance indeed. He was closely followed by 
Second-Lieutenants Spalding and Richardson, both of "C" 
Troop, second and third respectively.. The fourth man in 
was Corporal Griffin, " B " Troop, fifth, Second-Lieutenant 
Tripp, and sixth, Corporal Miller, "H.Q." Troop. 

The team event was won by " H .Q." Troop with a total 
of 106 points, second, "E" Troop with 154 points, third, 
" K" Troop with 166 points. Lance-Corporal Hunter's 
win was a surprise to all, and much is expected of this very 
.fit young N.C.O. in the forthcoming Divisional run on 
10th March, 1948. 

The Regiment entered for the Divisional Inter-Unit 
Hockey Competition and were drawn 'against the 1st Batta
lion, The York and Lancaster Regiment, in the first round. 

T he Regimental team travelled to Wuppertal on Saturday, 
14th February, for the fixture, which, unfortunately, we 
lost by 4 goals to 1. . 

However, it was quite a good game and good experience 
for the beginners of the game included in the Regimental 
side. 

The York and Lancaster Regiment held too many guns 
for Signals and included at least six ex-Indian wallahs, 
which gave them quite an advantage. 

Unfortunately, three of the Regimental side were unable 
to play owing to other duties. A replay is being arr.ange~, 
and we hope to give a better account of ourselves m this 
game. 

No . 11 AIR FORMATION SIGNAL R EGDIF.NT 

D.iick.ebnrg 
March 

D uring the past month several changes hav~ ?Ccurred here 
in Bi.ickeburg. No. 64 T.M. Troop have iomed us from 
Celle, so t hat all R.H.Q. Squadron (with the exception of 
" Q " Branch) is installed here. 
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We extend a he..rty welcome to the newcomers, Major 
Western (Second-in-Command), Captain Benson (Adjutant), 
Lance-Corporal Grey, Signalmen Bailey and Cromar from 
R.H.Q./15. Also to Signalman (U.B.D.) Lovejoy (from 5th 
Division) and his bus ! 

We say good-bye and good luck to Captain Gant (late 
Adjutant) on posting to the Home Establishment, to S.S.M. 
"Uncle Jack" Mudge, posted to Allied Liaison Branch, 
Signalman Tierney (of the Rhine Army), Lance-Corporal 
Smith, Signalman Ings, Lance-Corporal Close and Signal
man Biggs, who have gone on demob. 

Congratulations to Major and Mrs. Clutterbuck on the 
birth of a son on 9th February, 1948, at Hanover. 

Our congratulations also to Private Davenport (No. 1 
Squadron) on his marriage to Fraulein Elvira Fix at the 
Garrison Church, Bi.ickeburg, on 21st February, 1948. 

Quizzes. D uring the past month a team from the unit has 
been to Hamburg twice to take part in the B.F.N. Quizzes 
on Sundays. The " brains "-Lieutenant Millicbamp, Sig
nalman Clifford, Sergeant Foster and Second-Lieutenant 
Ellis-were successful the first time, and hence were featured 
on a second programme. This time, however, we were beaten 
by a Rehabilitation Unit. The answers appeared to be better 
known at the receiver end than at Hamburg, and it was even 
said of one member of the team that " he ought to be put in 
a home " ! 

Since that time, another successful quiz has been held at 
" A " Sergeants' Mess, Bad Eilsen, the Bi.ickeburg team 
emerging victorious against the opposing team of W.A.A.F., 
Married Families and R.A.F. 

Hockey. Several matches have been played during Feb
ruary, including one against the Women's Services, in which 
we managed to draw 1- 1. The Women's Services were on 
top for three parts of the game and we were very fortunate 
in drawing level just before the end. 

The hockey team bas lost a very valuable player in Captain " 
Gant, who has been repatriated to the U .K. 

No. 2 SQUADRON, R.A.F. STATION, SUNDERN. 
This is our first contribution as No. 2 Squadron, No. 11 Air 
Formation Signal Regiment. The Squadron is commanded 
by Major W. C. Jarvis, M .B.E., Royal Signals, with Captain 
J. Mark as Second-in-Command and Captain G. Bateman 
as Lines Officer. Our rusty (sorry, trusty) S.S.M. is S.S.M. 
Goff Spearman. The following officers are commanding 
Troops of the Squadron: Lieutenant Jones (129 Tele. Ops.), 
Lieutenant Garner (l15 T.E.), Lieutenant Muir (73 Wing), 
Captain Martin (81 Wing), Captain R. E. Roo~s (141 Li~e) . 

On the amalgamation of Nos. 15 and 11 Air Formation 

Sergeant Gahan and bride cut t ine t he cake 

105 



ignal Regiments, 115 T.E., 115 D.R., 73 and 81 Wing 
Troop came under command of the Squadron and we said 
good-bye to 77 T.M. Troop on disbandment. 

The following departed from this Squadron during the 
past month: -Second-Lieutenant E. J. Pugh to No. 2 L. of 
C. ignal Regiment--all the ve1 · best Taff. To Civvy 

treet: Sergeant Bremner, Corporal Snowden, Lance
Corporal Robinson (L.A.D.), Signalmen Latter, Porter, 
Wragg, Savin Drivers Clarke, Helbrow and McLean. 

We extend the welcoming hand to the following new 
arrivals and hope their stay will be long and pleasant : -

ergeant Gallivan to 115 T.E. Troop; Corporal Cochrane 
Lance-Corporal Traynor and Signalman Walshe from 
R.H.Q., No. 15 Air Formation Signal Regiment to quadron 
H.Q.; ignalmen Walker and Cave from R.H.Q., No. 15 Air 
Formation Signal Regiment to 129 Tele. Op. Troop. 

Congratulations to the following on reaching the first rung 
of the ladder of fame: -Lance-Corporals Middleton, Lythgoe 
and Bowyer. 

Heartiest congratulations to Sergeant Gahan on bis mar
riage . to Fraulein Helene Ullrich at the Roman Catholic 
Church of Maris Grun, Blankenese, Hamburg, on 24th 
January, 1948. (Penny buns now cost twopence, Bill.) 

Football. During February the Squadron soccer team had 
success in both matches played, against 73 Wing Signal 
Troop with a win of 15-0 (Breeze 5, Shuttleworth 3, Tray
nor 2, Storey 2, Mackinder 2 and Ady 1), and a win over 
R.A.F. Station (6-4) after a very exciting game. 

Table Tennis. Other Ranks played the Officers, Warrant 
Officers and Sergeants at table tennis in the Signals Inn, the 
match being won by the Other Ranks. A very pleasant 
evening was bad by all ranks. The Squadron played the 
R.A.F. Regiment later in the month and won by 15-10. 

Boxing. Lance-Corporal Winfield, Signalman Bewick and 
Signalman Walker have entered for the B.A.O.R. Boxing 
Championship taking place at Bielefeld on 27th February, 
1948. Here's wishing them ' the best of luck. -

" TwoSQU:\D " 

No. I WIRELESS REGIMENT 

March 
This month bas seen further changes in the personnel of 

the Unit. Captain Shiner bas departed for U.K. and 
welcome arrivals have included Major Whitaker, Major 
Beaumont, Captain Vinn, Captain Stickley and Second
Lieutenants Marsh, Fettes and Gordon. The Unit is also 
expanding with the coming of more and more married 
families, and any Unit sports team is sure of a full-throated 
encouragement from the younger· fraternity. 

Winter of truly Arctic temperatures descended, if 
belatedly, and those fortunate enough to possess skates are 
making full use of the excellent skating facilities in the 
district. We have had the minimum of snow, much to the 
disgust of the children, but to the complete satisfaction of 
any members of our transport section who have experienced 
snow-bound German roads in previous winters. 

Outdoor sporting activities have been somewhat curtailed 
by adverse conditions, and our Unit soccer team are most 
impatient to recommence their journey along their all
conquering path. Within the past few months the team 
has had many changes, due to demobilisation, but all former 
stalwarts would be pleased to learn that tradition is being 
stoutly upheld. 
lnd~r recreation bas been going with a swing, and darts 

and skittles matches have been the centre of much excite
ment and amusement, inter-troop matches being pfayed 
\ftddy. 
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We have our own Unit cinema, which is open six nights 
per week, and high attendances are assured. The twice
weekly dances, which are held in the nearby town, have 
suffered a little in attendance as the result of the inclement 
weather, but are still very popular with the regular sup
porters. At the invitation of the Warrant Officers and Ser
geants, the Coporals' Mess paid a visit to a riotous evening 
of hilarity, interspersed with hotly-contested games ranging 
from shove-halfpenny to table tennis, which, if a nightmare 
to the appointed score checker, was an all-round success to 
the participants. This month marked the initiation of 
N.A.A.F.I. within the Unit, and its benefits are felt most 
markedly in the evenings, when to venture forth causes quite 
a deal of trepidation and hot, well-cooked meals are the 
order of the hour. It is hoped to organise table tennis 
leagues and billiards tournaments in the near future, when 
N .A.A.F.I. Canteen takes over more accommodation. 

As ever, the radio amateurs are " ether bound " and con
tinue to "meet" new friends on the 14 Mc band . . Weather 
conditions are ho deterrent to their zeal, and results have 
shown their enthusiasm and optimism to be well rewarded. 

Football. The Unit has put up a very creditable per
formance in the Hamburg District League, and are at the 
moment holding second position in the table. In the last 
two games, which virtually settled the championship, we lost 
after a very exciting game to the 59th Provost Company by 
5 to nil, though the score did not . reflect the closeness of 
the game, as we had far more of it territorially and played 
good football, but the forwards just would not shoot. So 
from the few breakaways that they enjoyed, the Police ran 
up their score. 

In the second game, against 194 Provost Company (Ports),. 
we played quite good football until a 3-goal lead was estab
lished, then the forwards again got very shy, and played 
pretty, pretty football, so that we ran out winners by 3 goal 
to nil. We are now combining with all Royal Signals 
Units in order to get out a team to represent the Corps in 
the inter-Services Tournament, and with the material avail
able we should be able to produce a team fully able to 
uphold all the best sporting traditions of the Corps. 

Two of our players recent1y released may be joining another 
of our ex-players in the professional ranks, i.e.· Signalman 
Hendry, inside-left, is being watched by Arsenal, and Signal
man T. Millar is being watched by Charlton, while the other,. 
ex-Corporal Armstron'g, is being watched by thousands while 
he is busy for Chelsea. 

Hockey. The Regiment bas entered for the B.A.o :R. Inter
Unit Knock-Out Competition. This is the third season that 
they have taken part in this competition, having reached the 
quarter-finals in the two previous seasons. At present they 
are busy holding practice matches on Wednesdays and Sun
days to select players to replace those who are being released 
in the near future. 

On Wednesday, 3rd March, the unit played the 22nd 
Heavy Workshops, R.E.M.E., and after a hard-fought game 
lost 1-3. A special mention must be made of the excellent 
performance of S.S.M. Davy in goal. We play the return 
match on Saturday, 6th March, and hope to reverse the result. 

A.T.S. SIGNALS, GERMANY 

Dad Oeynhnusen 
March 

Our Commanding Officer, Senior Commander C. H . M . 
Jackson, O.B.E., bas recently been on a Military Law Course 
at Colchester, and judging by the " knowing look " in her 
eye, could give us quite a few tips on how to wangle out of 
any escapade. 
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Auxiliaries are constantly leaving this theatre to try their 
skill in civilian life, but in several cases we are welcoming 
the return of Auxiliaries who served with this unit 'way back 
in 1945, and have since been demobilised and rejoined the 
A.T.S. to find themselves back in B.A.O.R. 

We can claim to be a 33! per cent. Regular unit, and the 
only A.T.S. Signal Unit serving in Germany. Stationed in 
Bad Oeynbausen, Headquarters, British Army of the Rhine, 
the Auxiliaries staff the 20-position switchboard, supervised 
by capable N.C.O.s and their officer-in-charge, Subaltern 
Mary Wynn, whom many Auxiliaries will ·remember from 
Brussels and 30 Corps days. 

Sergeant Weller, our chief of staff in the cookhouse, is 
haunted by Press photographers-Daily Graphic, we believe, 
was talent-spotting, and what better talent than a nice tasty 
meal ? Subaltern C. D. Ellis feels she is feeding the five 
thousand when she signs her indents as Messing Officer. 

Signal Office-that home of ormig and tape-is in the 
capable hands of the Chief Signalmaster, Captain R. Wythe, 
and it is whispered he is a good propagandist when he wants 
A.T.S. Superintendents to defer their .release. Sergeants 
Murray, Black, McMillan and Meredith all flocked to append 
their signatures to a two-year contract after bis little pep-talk. 
Subaltern "Nan " Dallas, well known both at 30 Corps and 
1 Corps, is still fighting a losing battle to become officer in 
charge of anything rather than D.S.O., but she is so efficient 
and at home in the Signal Office that it would be a pity to 
disturb her. 

Subaltern D. H. Evans we have welcomed from the U.K. 
a few months ago, and she has also joined the ranks of the 
Duty Signal Officers, though whilst our Q.M. (Subaltern D. 
C. Harris) was on leave Miss Evans stepped into the breach 
admirably and became quite " Q "-minded. 

At Senior Commander Jackson's right band is the Second
in-Command, Junior Commander D. S. Gavin, who after 
weeks of deliberation has decided that life without orderly 
rooms wouldn't be worth while and bas agreed to become one 
of the Extended Service Officers. It sounds as though C.S.M .. 
V. Kerby has had some influence here. 

Occasionally we offer lambs to the 0.C.T.U. slaughter. 
It was learned recently that our Sergeant K. Fozzard, known 
to Auxiliaries who worked the Trunk Exchange at Minden, 
is now Second-Subaltern Fozzard, posted to a Northern 

' Command unit in Nottingham. C.S.M. Byrne should also 
be putting up her first pip soon. 

Wedding bells have been ringing in this unit-Private M. 
B. Murray married Mr. H . G . Andrews (C.C.G .) on 20th 
December, 1947; Private Parsfield married Signalman Young 
(Royal Signals, No. 30 Independent L. of C. Regiment) on 
22nd December, 1947; and Sergeant H. P . Bett married 
Sergeant J. A. Broadley (R.E.) on 23rd January, 1948. 
Garrison Church is working overtime. 

Handicrafts are in the news. Exhibits for the Forces 
Handicrafts Competition are safely tucked away in the safe 
until the appointed day of submitting to Bielefeld. We have 
extremely good exhibits from Junior Commander A. G. 
Vivian, Corporal Frith and Private Ryan. 

Finally we say good-bye to Controller C. E. Aymer, M.B.E., 
who is leaving this theatre and also the Service. Very best 
wishes are extended to her from all ranks of A.T.S. Signals, 
Germany. 

No. 3 AIR SUPPORT SIGNAL UNIT 

Minden 
March 

We blushingly make our entrance into the pages of 
THE WIRE, as this is our first attempt at informing the 
Corps at large of our presence within the family, and also 
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make our muttered apologies for being such a long time 
about it. 

However, better late than never, so here goes. 
Unit location is Clifton Barracks, Minden, until recently 

the home of Industries Division, C.C.G. Definitely a change 
for the better, as our previous billets in Herford were by 
no means salubrious. 

Although we are not engaged in manning fixed communi
cations, being basically a Training Unit, we cannot claim 
to be left with. any time on our hands, and Tentacles (Wire
less Detachments) can be seen at any time careering the 
length and breadth of the British zone bound for airfields 
and anywhere else where demonstration " Strikes" by the 
R.A.F. are taking place; apart from Unit schemes in teaching 
the young idea how to shoot as preparation for summer 
exercises. 

Our contribation to Part II Orders is to forward a list 
of Regulars in the Unit, so that all who read these notes 
may say "So, that's where old so-and-so is." 

O.C. Unit, Major F. G. Bolam, 2nd i/c, Captain 
J. Sheridan, Admin. Officer, Captain H. J . Sumner (Badgy 
-shades of Gibraltar), S.S.M . W. J. James (ex-1st Cavalry 
Signals, Risalpur), S.Q.M.S. W. Howcroft, S.Q.M.S. T. F. 
Dunkley, Sergeant R. Barry, Lance-Corporal F. J. Wilde, 
Lance-Corporal A. Hindley, Corporal B. H. W. Bond. 

We also have our qu<;>ta of married families, which are 
a boon but not always a blessing, when it comes to a harried 
S.Q.M.S. wrestling with furniture vouchers, debit vouchers, 
marching in and out states, and demands as to what has 
happened to the odd length of curtain material. 

We have great ideas for indoor entertainments, but, like 
everything else, it all seems to take time, and considering we 
had to start off from scratch in a barracks as bare as it could 
possibly be (as proof of which it took quite a lot of 
persuasion to get enough electric light bulbs to fit out the 
rooms alone) we have not done so badly. Consternation was 
caused when we saw our piano, specially ordered· for us, 
disappear in the N.A.A.F.I. and become common property. 
But the need of the majority is paramount, and we are not 
the only Unit in the barracks. So we are about to order 
another for the use of our budding Paderewskis and Fats 
Wailers. 

Nightly the call sign of our Unit Radio Club (D2 IH) 
goes out on the air on the 20, 40 and 80 me'tre bands,. 
operated by Signalman McLean (Paddy). Enthusiasm runs 
high with our " Hams," and although at times the station 
does take on the appearance of a junk shop, being littered 
with wireless parts which have a meaning only to the Hams 
themselves, still, judging by the number of Q.S.L. cards on 
display, results are achieved. 

Sport in general has been rather retarded during the 
winter due to lack of kit in the main, but the situation has 
improved very considerably since the beginning of the year, 
and the coming summer should see us doing our best in the 
various activities of sport. Of this, more anon. 

" ASSUDONYM " 

Home Stations continued from page 102 

4-8; v. H.Q., No. 5 A.A. Group, 4-1; v. R.E.M.E., Castle 
Donnington, 4-3; v. Duke of Wellington's Regiment, 2nd 
Battalion. 2-2. 

Netball. After little training the auxiliaries went to 
Nottingham and put up a really magnificent performance 
m the No. 5 A.A. Group Netball Tournament by scoring 
the sec<md highest number of goals. Girls who represented 
this Unit were Staff-Sergeant Buckle, Lance-Corporal 
Etherington, Privates Foster, Craig, Connaughton, Wolfe 
and Osborne. 

P.E.D. 
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Koval ., Si g nals Ban d 

FTER a v1s1t to B.A.0 .R. which has already been 
described in this journal, the greater part of 1947 wa 

~pent in overhauling our equipment and instruments, which 
h1d b...-en toured con tantly round the Briti h I les and the 
Continent since 19-W. Manufacturers, in making an instru-
nent or case, do not envisage the rough treatment meted 

out by stevedores or the bumping about an instrument gets 
when travelling about in a three-ton lorry in F rance or 
Holland, or even on the T reaty Road in Egypt, where we 
s1w our last violoncello descend from the lorry and smash 
to piece on the road. 

Much recruiting also had to be done to lay a firm founda
tion for the future. It takes approximately eight years to 
make an experienced soloist and vacancies occurring many 
years ahead have to be studied, and new recruits started on 
those instrumental vacancies many years before the old hand 
is due to leave. In this respect we are now thinking of 1951 
and 1952. 

We continue to receive good news of our war-time " stars." 
The following were great artistes and musicians of no 
ordinary calibre and their playing brought much pleasure to 
officers and men of the Corps, and will be remembered by 
many who were fortunate enough to bear them during the 
war : --Clifford .Knowles, Professor of the Violin at the Royal 
Manchester College of Music; Kenneth Heath, principal 
'cello, London Symphony Orchestra; John Ayre, principal 
horn, Halle Orchestra; Israel Hoffman, busy teaching in 
London and giving recitals; Raymond Cohen, B.B.C., Man
chester; Norman Cunliffe, B.B.C., Manchester; John 
Bristowe, Liverpool Philharmonic Orchestra; Allan Massey, 
Henry Hall and his Orchestra. 

We have seen all the above in recent tours around the 
country, and it is very pleasant indeed to meet old members 
of the Band as we travel around. 

Our Corps Band must have been the most travelled band 
in the British Army duringl947, for apart from the visit to 
B.A.O.R. and the American zone, we also visited Egypt, 
Palestine, Cyprus and embarked for Malta. 

Leaving Liverpool on 30th October, 1947, on H.M.T. 
Cheshire, we landed at Port Said on 12th ovember, after 
quite a good trip except for the usual entertainment in the 
Bay of Biscay. It was a great joy to see our newly-promoted 
Director of Music-who had flown out in advance after bid
ding us farewell at Liverpool- waiting on the quay for us 
with the usual three 3-ton lorries to convey us direct to 
Moascar instead of that unpleasant wait which everyone 
assured us we should suffer in the Transit Camp. 

After a few days polishing up our kit, we started a very 
heavy programme which went on for 40 days without a day 
off or a week-end free. But had we not come out to play 
to the Corps ? Our programme had been very carefully 
planned and much thought had been given to it. We were 
able to show the flag at concerts at Sir John Crocker's resi
dence when the G.O.C. of Palestine was also present, and to 
many high-ranking officers at the residence of our C.S.O., 
Major-General C. M . F. White, c.B., C.B.E ., n.s.o., on the 
side of the Bitter Lakes and very aptly called " Bitter Sweet." 

Before leaving our account of Egypt we must mention that 
we were accommodated by No. 2 Egypt Command Signal 
Regiment, commanded by our old friend Lieutenant-Colonel 
Hardy, and everyone in the unit did all he possibly could to 
facilitate the execution of our duties and to make us at home. 

Captain Roy Brown was attached to us to pilot us around 
and sho~ us the various places at which we had to perform. 
He ~t m a tremendous amount of work in looking after us, 
and his knowledge of the Canal Zone and Palestine left little 
to be desired. It was mainly due to him that the admin;stra
m·c side of the tour was so devoid of hitches. 
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Leaving Egypt on New Year's Eve, we travelled on the 
well-known train to Palestine and, arriving at Lydda after a 
most amazing breakfast at Gaza, we travelled by lorry up 
the historic hills to the troubled City of Jerusalem. Of the 
train we will say little. Its extreme discomfort is well known 
to all. Soldiers have sat on the same wooden seats all night 
since 1930. 

In Jerusalem we were accommodated by the Palestine 
Command Signal Regiment, commanded by Lieutenant
Colonel Robinson, and again we were treated very kindly 
indeed. Arrangements were made for us to visit the Dead 
Sea and Bethlehem, and Colonel Robinson himself conducted 
us on one of the tours, which will always light up in our 
memory at Christmas time. Whilst in Jerusalem, we broad
cast from the Rock Studio, gave a concert at the magnificent 
Y.M.C.A. and at M ount Scopus, which overlooks the Jordan 
valley, and played many times to the troops. 

Leaving Jerusalem behind us, we travelled down to Sara
fand, which had grown out of all recognition to those of us 
who knew it in the thi rties. We were again accommodated 
by the Palestine Command Signal Regiment, M ajor Butler 
being our C.O. on this occasion. It was a great treat to be 
able to walk about again unarmed after the rigid security 
measures in Jerusalem, and we en joyed our stay in Sarafand 
very much indeed both for that reason and also for the fact 
that we were made very comfortable indeed by the unit with 
whom we stayed. 

Whilst in Sarafand we met Lieutenant-Colonel Rhind with 
bis caravan, but owing to his Division being on the move 
we were unable to play for them. We also met him again in 
Malta, having flown with Major Philp (whom we also kept 
bumping into) from Fayid. 

Our next move was to visit 6th Airborne Divisional Signals 
on the top of M ount Carmel with the glorious view over 
Haifa Bay. The Dance Orchestra here proved to be 
immensely popular for each evening it volunteered to play 
in the N.A.A.F.I., which was always crowded, as apparently 
one did not go out in Haifa unless one bad to. There was 
very little to see and shooting matches between Jews and 
Arabs were part of the nightly entertainment. And so each 
evening the lads congregated in the N .A.A.F.I. and the 
Dance Orchestra played all the popular jive numbers. There 
was an extension every night and much beer flowed under 
the bridge. Whilst iri Haifa we broadcast on two occasions, 
one being by the Dance Orchestra. 

The embarkation for Cyprus was held up owing to an 
illegal immigrant ship docking just as we were due to leave. 
One of these boats has to be seen to be believed. The passen
gers literally sleep in layers on all decks, and how 600 people 
travelled the length of the Mediterranean in the boat we saw 
will always be a matter of great interest to us. 

Eventually we got aboard H.M.T. Tripolitania, a vessel 
which had been salvaged from a Red Sea port and of about 
3,000 tons, well known to all who have served in the Middle 
East. As we pulled away from shore a storm was blowing 
up, and by 8 p.m. there was rain, lightning, thunder and 
every other entertainment to gladden the heart of a sailor. 
One boat in front of us was blown 160 miles off its course, 
but we arrived in Cyprus a mere 12 hours late on a 16-hour 
journey, and just as dark was falling on Christmas Eve. 
A heavy sea was running and we had to be taken off in 
T.L.C.s, which added to the fun of the occasion . 

Lieutenant-Colonel du Cros, an old Band President, and 
his unit, No. 2 Wireless Regiment, made us very comfortable 
indeed and we spent a very, cheerful Christmas, although we 
were away from our families and on the move. On Christmas 
Eve we received a very nice and thoughtful cable from General 
White which we appreciated very much indeed. 
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We were not very much impressed with Cyprus except as 
an excellent example of bad colonial development. Colonel 
du Cros very kindly and thoughtfully arranged for us to go 
on a sightseeing tour of the island on Boxing Day, and we 
visited Nicosia and other places of interest. 

From Cyprus we went back to Egypt via Haifa and Kan
tara, but instead of going to Moascar, as we had hoped, to 
finish our shopping, we found ourselves in the 156 Trarisit 
Camp at 0330 hrs. on 1st January. And so commenced 1948. 

Almost before we had found our tent, we were ordered to 
embark on the S.S. Orduna, and immediately we arrived on 
board the gallant 34-year-old boat we were asked to play as 
the retiring G.O.C Troops in Egypt was coming on board 
with full honours. We steamed past Simon Arzt playing 
" Take Me Back to Dear Old Blighty " with much feeling. 

We were not sorry to see the George Cross Island again, 
as we encountered another nautical entertainment of the first 
magnitude en route and few were st:en on deck or in the 
dining-room . During this period Band Sergeant-Major 
P urvis was seen making regular runs in a certain direction, 
b:it we understand he was looking for daffodils. 

Arriving at M alta at 8 a.m. on 12th January, 1948, we were 
greeted with beautiful sunshine and the music of church bells 
from all over the island. Surely Malta must be the happiest 
island in the world. Having just left the troubled land of 
Palestine, it was indeed a pleasant contrast to walk amongst 
the happy crowds patrolling up and down Kingsway, Valletta. 
In all its long history this island had never known the 

unhappy tension which we had just left behind in the Holy 
Land. 

Our old friend Lieutenant-Colonel Solly was guardian of 
our welfare and he had laid on a most interesting programme 
for us, which brought the name of the Corps very much to 
the fore. He broadcast with us from the British Institute, 
and our string quartet very r'nuch enjoyed the evenings at 
his house on the front at Sliema. Colonel Solly is a musicia!1 
or great refinement and has an intense artistic taste and sense 
of interpretation. 

From Malta we moved to Tripoli, and for once we had a 
very smooth crossing. Major Madeley, the C.S.O. in Tripoli, 
was waiting on the quay for us and we were soon away to 

·find our billets. The harbour at Tripoli is sti ll full of sunken 
boats but they are being raised one by one. T he natives 
ransack all the empty buildings and the shops that are left 
are very poor compared with Malta. 

Our best concert in T ripoli was given at the Officers' Club, 
a most magnificent building, and another success 'ul function 
was the Sunday evening concert at the T heatre there. We 
played in church on Sunday morning at what proved to be 
a very dignified service. 

Another interesting day we had was on our visit to Leptis 
Magna, an old Roman city built by Emperor Severus in 
400 A.D. We took advantage of the fine Roman Theatre there 
to give our concert out of doors in brilliant sunshine, and 
troops from nearby units packed into the historic setting. 

continued on page 113 

'.; 
The Band in Malu 
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PALESTINE CO~IHAND SIGNAL REGI~IENT 

Jerusalem 
March 

R.H.Q. AND No. 3 SQUADRON. There are many new 
faces amongst the unit now and we do miss quite a few of 
the old ones. 

In spite of much " local activity," work goes on just the 
same but at a much higher pressure, especially over wireless 
and line" links. 

The Squadron sends its best wishes to Lance-Corporal 
Megrah, who was seriously wounded, due to terrorist activity, 
and hope that he will soon be round and about once again. 

Obituary. The whole unit offers their most heartfelt 
sympathy to the widow of Corporal W. Robinson, who was 
killed by terrorist activity in Jerusalem, and was buried at 
Rarnle Military Cemetery with full military honours. He 
had been in the Squadron (Cipher Section) for seven months 
and was a popular N .C.O. both in his Section and in the 
Squadron. 

Hockey. The Squadron has been making quite a name for 
itself in the hockey world by beating the Suffolk Regiment 
in the final of the East Palestine Sub-District Tournament by 
2 goals to 1 and thereby qualifying to enter the Palestine 
Command Tournament, which was also won by beating the 
K.R.R.C. (2--0), A. and S.H. (3-0) and the 2nd/ 3rd Para
chute Battalion by 1-0 in the final. The original team was 
as follows : -Signalman Ravenhill; Second - Lieutenant 
Charles, Captain Griffiths; Signalman Lambdon, S.Q.M.S. 
Gillott, Captain Brice; Captain Butler, Major Locke, Major 
Lyske, Captain Grant, Sergeant Wright. 

It was regretted that Major Locke had to be replaced 
owing to a pulled muscle, but Lieutenant Callaghan deputised 
for him and played a " storming" game, scoring the only 
goal in the final.-

Foreman of Signals Chetwynd took the place of Major 
Lyske in the final owing to Major Lyske and his wife both 
receiving leg wounds whilst travelling to the match. We all 
hope that both Major and Mrs. Lyske are soon out of hospital 
and that the Major is wielding a nifty stick once more. 

No. 1 SQUADRON, SARAFAND. In spite of the com
bined efforts of the denizens of this Holy Zoo, work in No. 1 
Squadron pursues the uneven tenor of its way. Our linemen 
have increased burdens to shoulder due to spasmodic fun and 
games, but are amply rewarded by the wonderful tales they 
are able to tell on their return from "No Man's Land." 

We literally killed the fatted pig for Captain "Nick" 
~rt~ a short time ago when he left for Haifa on a special 
rmss1'?n-forgotten your telephone directory, "Nick" ?-also 
for Lieutenant C. T. R. Johns, the man with a thousand jobs 
and Licutena:°t "Fergi~" F~guson, who will be remote!~ 
~~d m connectton with M .T., both departing for 
clVlhan life shortly. It is with bowed heads and unshed tears 
they go. 

Taking Captain Carter's place, and placing feet instead of 
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a dog beneath the Second-in-Command's table, was Captain 
D. J. L. Garbutt from No. 18 Air Formation Signals. 
Second-Lieutenants "Paddy" Evans (ex-No. 5 Training 
Regiment, Tholthorpe) and Dick Trelawney have also just 
arrived. 

Old friends will be sorry to hear that S.S.M. G. Holt has 
been in hospital for the past three weeks-rude sniggers pro
ceeding from Sergeants' Mess-and his place was taken 
temporarily by S.S.M. J. Sims from Jerusalem. S.S.M. Holt 
is now back with us-healed. 

Cross-Country Running. The unit entered a team of 14 
runners in the Garrison Cross-Country Championship and 
after a hard run of five miles finished a good second. Signal
man Bryant, of Lines Troop, was the first to finish on the 
Signals side. 

Boxing. Signalman Harper, Operating Troop, won his 
fight by a technical &nock-out in the second round during 
the finals of the South Palestine D istrict Individual 
Championships. 

Football. The unit team have done well, winning two 
games against the R.A.S.C., the last game being the first 
round of the Garrison Minor Knock-out Cup. 

" Hams." It may·be of interest to some people to hear that 
two " Hams " are making their contemporaries' lives miserable 
by howling into microphones and receiving no reply. T hey 
are ZC6NP, 10 m., and ZC6NJ, 20 m . P lease do something 
somebody-but quick ! 

No. 3 G.n.q. SIGN AL REGDlENT 

Fayid 
M arch 

Despite the fact t hat, of late, we have not appeared in these 
pages, we are, nevertheless, a large and active Regiment, and 
since our move from Cairo last year we have settled in very 
contentedly at Fayid. 

For anyone who likes sand, Fayid holds considerable 
interest, although it has many other attractions for those 
whose wants are less specialised. Here we have the usual 
canteens, Y.M.C.A., Church of Scotland, M.M.G . and the 
others all doing great work rnillistering to the needy signal
man and his colleagues in khaki ; and by the lake can be found 
clubs which cater for every rank and taste. There is a busy 
shopping centre, and we boast two churches, a theatre, two 
cinemas and numerous playing fields. T he Great Bitter Lake 
provides facilities for swimming, yachting, sun-bathing and 
idle contemplation for those who are not of an energetic 
disposition. 

The thriving town of Ismailia is but an hour's run away, 
and Cairo is within reasonable distance for a week-end trip. 
Those, then, who are posted to our midst need have no fears ; 
we live in a wilderness-with many modern conveniences. 

To turn to matters of a more personal note, we were 
honoured with a visit by the Director of Signals on 16th 
February, in company with Major-General White, our C.S.0 . 
We feel very proud of Major-General Vulliamy's final com
ment, " . . . a damn good show," and hope we shall continue 
to live up to it. 

While we work hard, we also play bard, and the Regiment 
is a hive of activity after duty hours. Our hockey teams, of 
which there are three, are making excellent progress; one lies 
high in the Fayid " B " League. In soccer we lie first in the 
Canal South District First Division, with every prospect of 
staying there, and our punch has been felt in the boxing ring, 
where Warrant Officer II Quartermain and Sergeant James 
(an old friend of the Corps) have recently upheld our honour. 

On 21st February we held our Unit Sports at Fayid 
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Stadium, and although there were no outstanding times and 
no records were broken, we can be sure of a good all-round 
team in the for thcoming D istrict Sports. 

Our rugger team has not been too fortunate. Blitzed by 
demobilisation, it struggles gamely on but badly lacks a strong 
pack. There are, however, still hopes of renewing our old 
standards. . 

Although we are without a shooting team at present, we 
have hopes, as there are many promising riflemen among us. 
A rumour has- it that we may soon launch a fencing team, 
in which case our sabres will no longer rest at peace on the 
walls of the Officers' M ess. 

Among our less athletic pursuits we boast a large Music 
Circle, which holds court twice weekly. Its morale has been 
severely shaken by the birth of a strange body calling itself 
the "Downbeat Society." We trust that they will live side 
by side in physical if not in musical harmony. We also 
possess a unit magazine which flaunts its libellous pages fort
nightly, and there are those who would sleep more soundly 
if they thought their misdoings would not be discovered in 
print. 

Some of our number belong to the G.H.Q. T heatre Club, 
while many devote their spare time to yachting on the lake. 
We possess four Alexandrian harbour luggers, based on the 
Inter-Services Yachting Club, and they provide us with many 
contented hours afloat . Amateur radio is another hobby 
which has many adherents, and Major K. E. S. Ellis, M.B.E., 
O.C. No. 3 Squadron (MD5KW), was the first petson in the 
Canal Zone to contact England on the 50 megacycle band, 
while Captain Wakerly (MD5T S) and the Unit Club 
(MD5AP) regularly disturb the ether on the 10 and 20 mega
cycle bands respectively. 

Education is a subject which plays a large part in our 
off-duty hours, and an important one at that, and many are 
fervently studying for the Forces P reliminary Examination 
next M ay, while the constant stream of applications for pre
release courses grows in volume day by day. We are lucky 
to be within a short distance of the Middle East College of 
Education, the D esert College, at Geneifa, and many of us 
make our pilgrimage to the shrine of learning. Those who 
are not so fortunate make use of our large library to the best 
of their ability. 

Demobilisation is, of course, a subject of interest with us, 
and the excitement runs to fever heat with every fresh rumour. 
We only hope, if all the Regimental prophets are correct, that 
there will be enough of us left to justify another contribution 
to THE WIRE next month. 

MALTA COMMAND SIGNAL SQUADRON 

M arch 

Many events have taken place since we last wrote and we 
have all been kept very busy; but there have been the lighter 
moments and no one in the unit feels that he has been too 
overworked. From the strictly Signals viewpoint, the most 
important happening has been the reorganisation of the 
Signal Office. · We are now working with remote reception 
and transmission, the receivers being in the old station at 
Mosta and the transmitters in the Ravelin, while the operators 
sit in quiet down in Lascaris Ditch. This has resulted in 
the closing of most of the accommodation in Mosta Fort, 
as the only people still there are a radio mechanic and three 
O.W.L.s for tuning. The Signal Office itself had to make 
a quick move a few days ago; a civil policeman arrived and 
tqld the superintendent that the bastion wall was going to 
fall in on top of the office ! A hurried exit was made to safer 
accommodation and, although there has been no fall yet, 
there is a nasty-looking bulge in the wall about 100 ft. above 
the old office. 
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Back row: Corporal Aldrich. Corporal Priest ley, Captain J., H. Donaldson. 
Sergeant Bayfield . Centre row: Signalman Allen, Captain f . Spea kes. 
Capta in E. A. Knott, S.Q.M.S. Leach, Signalman W ebb. Front row: 

Cor poral Anderson, Sergean t Lawson 

Old friends of M alta will be sorry to know that Victoria 
Exchange has finally closed. Everyone will remember the 
friendly and efficient service the " Victoria girls " gave us 
and we were all sorry to see them go. To say good-bye, the 
officers gave a cocktail party in their honour; j~st a quiet 
party with no guests except the G.0.C., Ma1or~ene~al 
Davidson and his wife and the Chief of Staff, Brigadier 
McCance' who brought his wife and daughter. A string 
section of the Corps Band played for us during the evening 
and added greatly to the enjoyment of the occasion. 

Another farewell party was given by the officers when they 
held a luncheon at the Union Club in honour of Lieutenant
Colonel R. J. N. Solly, C.S.0., who has no~ left ~s on 
completion of his time in Signals. Our best wishes will go 
with him for the future. His place has been taken by 
Lieutenant-Colonel A. J . G . McNair, who came to us from 
No. 3 A.A. GrOl;JP· 

Visit of Corps Band. During the month ?~January we 
were fortunate in having the Corps Band v1s1t us. They 
arrived on 3rd January and stayed for a week. During that 
time they gave a variety of excellent concerts to Signals per
sonnel other services, and in public. The orchestral concert 
at Au~tralia Hall for all services, the military band concert 
on the Palace Square, and the performance of the Dance 
Section at the Sliema Club were among the most successful. 

We would like to take this opportunity of thanking all 
concerned for a very pleasant week's entertainment. 

Sports. As mentioned in our last issue, we had some sma~l 
success at small bore shooting and a photograph of the urut 
team is published in these notes. The cups are the Malta 
Command Small Bore League Cup and the Malta Command 
Small Bore Aggregate Cup. The trophy for the Inter
Services Cup had not been presented at the time of the 
photograph and so could not be included. The C.S.O.'s 
prize for the highest aggregate, a silver tankard, was presented 
to Captain E. A. Knott, team captain, who had an average 
of 93.88 over 18 matches fired. After the leagues were 
finished, we turned to the Inter-Services match, in which 
representative teams of the three Services fought ~ very close 
battle. Captain Knott led the Army team to victory, and 
the unit was represented also by ~ ergeant Lawson, Corporals 
Anderson and Priestley, and Signalman Allen. The scores 
were: Army 1,490, Royal Navy 1.487, and R.A.F. 1,478, and 
Signals provided the Army's fou~ top scorers. The ~~lta 
team fired their shoot in the Coloma! Small Bore Competition 
and once again the unit was well represented with Captain 
Knott as captain of the team and Corporal Anderson and 
Signalman Allen also firing. 

Personalities. We have lost a lot of our old friends and 
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at first the quadron did not seem quite the same \.vithout 
them. . . 1. harpe ha been released and it is believed 
that he is going to be a W.D. policeman ! Sergeant Lawson 
has al o left for Civvy Street, though he wa' heard to remark 
just befor he left that we needn't be surprised if he came 
back one day. He and Corporal Priestley, who left us for 
O.C.T.U. will be greatly mi ed when the small bore shooting 
start again. A rather sad departure from the trength of the 
unit was that of S.Q.M.S. Buchanan, who has b::en in 
hospital for a long time and who ha been boarded out of 
the Army a his leg will not be well enough again for Service 
life. But even though he has put off hi uniform, he still 
lives near us and we hope to see him whenever he cares to 
drop in on us. ergeanr Leach ha taken his place as 

.Q.M.S. 
Among recent arrivals have been Captain Bosworth for 

X Branch, Second-Lieutenant Brine and Glew S.S.M. 
Adams from 4 A.F. Signals, and Sergeants Parfitt and Smith, 
the latter being a brother of the Sergeant Smith we already 
have-they are both in F.S.S. Troop now and it looks as if 
things are going to get complicated ! Other arrivals not on 
the Squadron strength include Mrs. Bayfield wife of our 
workshops sergeant, and an addition to the family of Sergeant 
Finch. · 

Others too numerous to mention have come and gone, and 
we wish them all a happy stay with us or good luck wherever 
they go when they leave. 

C:EYI.ON SIGNAi. SQUADRON 

Colombo 
March 

Since our last appearance in these pages there have been 
many changes within the unit, although our commitments 
have remained almost unaltered. 

Lieutenant-Colonel E. W. Townsend, who was appointed 
C.S.O. on the departure of Lieutenant-Colonel KE. Holmes 
in September, will be leaving shortly to take up an appoint
ment with the Burma Mission in Rangoon, and Lieutenant
Colonel F. G. Houghton, o.B.E., arrives in March to take his 
place. Among others departing this month will be the Q.M., 
Captain Bert Hodgson, and his family, and Second
Lieutenants Brown, Beirne, Rogers and Whittet, all of whom 
are returning to U.K. on release. Our best wishes go with 
them into the perils of civil life. These departures leave the 

quadron with a skeleton staff of officers throughout the 
island. Major P. A. M. Tighe is commanding the unit and 
together with the T.0.T., Captain W. MacCuUoch, looks 
after the Colombo area. The High-speed Wireless Troop is 
still under Captain R. T. R. Cocks, with Lieutenant F. G. 
Lawson, who arrived recently from B.A.0.R., at the Trans
mitter Site. Captain Bill Lang\vith is the lone officer in Air 
Formation Signal Troop at Negombo, and up at Trincomalee 
Second-Lieutenant M. D. V. Geary looks after No. 2 Troop. 

Our only other new arrival is Captain W. Cole, the Cipher 
Officer, and he completes the team of eight. 

Have your personal copy of 

mailed to you direct 

Subscriptions for 1948 should be sent to 
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The General Secretary, Royal Signals Association, 

88 Eccleston Square, London, S. W. I. 

Guard of Honour provided by No. 4 Troop at Independence celebrations. 
Negombo. Ceylcn 

The shortage of N.C.O.s is equally acute, due to the recent 
departure of old hands such as Sergeants Noyes, D avies, 
Poynter, Scott and Marshall, the two Quarterblokes, Hasnip 
and Smith, and S.S.M.s Jordan and Toogood. C.Q.M.S. 
Haynes, recently returned from Lilop, occupies the position 
of senior N.C.O. in the Squadron. 

The turnover has been just as complete with the other 
ranks. Almost all the old faces have gone and have been 
replaced by younger and, may we say, fresher ones. The 
new arrivals from U.K. and Burma are gradually settling 
down and discovering that a year in Ceylon is really not such 
a bad prospect after all. 

February has been a month of considerable importance to 
the island, when on the 4th February Ceylon attained its 
independence. On 10th February H.R.H. the Duke of 
Gloucester opened the first session of the new Parliament of 
the Dominion of Ceylon amid scenes of great splendour and 
magnificence. 

In company with the rest of the Garrison, the unit took 
part in the lining of the streets for the processions on that 
day, and No. 4 Troop provided the guard for the ceremonial 
hoisting of the new Dominion flag. Apart from these more 
spectacular roles, certain communications had to be provided 
by the Squadron for traffic control, broadcasting facilities 
and official salutes by the Coast Artillery. As usual, special 
circuits were demanded at the last moment but the facilities 
were always provided as required. 

No theatrical performance is complete without Signals, and 
so we found the leading man, Major Tighe, for" Young Mrs. 
Barrington," produced by the Colombo Amateur Dramatic 
Club in February. Naturally, behind the scenes was a Signals 
preserve. Our backroom boys contributed gr~tly to the 
smooth running of an excellent show. 

New hockey and football leagues have begun in the Garri
son and both Nos. 1 and 3 Troops have been meeting with 
considerable success in the matches so far played. The No. I 
Troop teams have been composed of our British as well as 
our Ceylonese troops, the latter finding their preference for 
playing in bare feet no handicap whatsoever . . Indeed, it was 
to Sergeant De Silva that fell the rare privilege of bursting 
a ball during the course of a recent match by the simple 
process of kicking it hard. He has been persuaded not to 
make a habit of this, No. 1 Troop P.R.L being somewhat 
limited. 

The High-speed Wireless Troop has had several visitors 
recently-from the War Office Majors Mitchell and Newall 
(who liked it so much that they called in again on their way 
back from Singapore), and another flying visit in January by 
Major B. E. Sykes, on behalf of the C.S.O. Farelf. Apart 
from this, we keep our " splendid isolation " tucked away 
in this small and extremely young Dominion, Ceylon. 
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Austria 
February 

Hello, everybody ! Just to introduce ourselves, here is a 
brief history of our Squadron. 

The Squadron was formed in the Middle East _and saw 
its war service in the Western Desert and the Italian cam
paigns. Its first C.O. was Major S. R. Bishop, who i~ now 
Mr. S. R. Bishop, M.B.E., Principal Control Officer, Railways 
Branch, Transport Division, C.C., Germany, who, by_ the 
way, is still connected with the Squadron-by a _direct 
teleprinter link. None of the old gang_ who _ sa~ their war 
service with the Squadron are now servmg with It. 

At the end of hostilities the Squadron moved from Italy 
to Sattendorf, near Villach, in Austri~. The Squadron was 
situated on the very banks of the Oss1achersee, a lovely lake 
in the midst of the mountains, where the members of the 
Squadron took full advantag~ of all. the facili~es s~ch . a 
situation afforded them-boatmg, fishmg and sw1mm~g m 
summer ski-ing and skating in winter. Their operattonal 
commi~ents covered all transportation and movements tele
phone and telegraph r~quirements in ~.T.A. and C.M._F., 
with detachments at Vienna, Graz, Udme, Padua, Ve~ce, 
Rome and Trieste, with S.H.Q. at Villach .. Thes~ requ1~e
ments were more or less a network of prtv~te lines q~lte 
separate from Army Signals and mainly Austnan an~ It~ltan 
State Railway lines requisitioned for ou~ use and mamtamed 
by the railways but operated and superVJsed by the Squadron 
personnel. 

On the closing of C.M.F., the Squadron became a ghos~ of 
its former self, losing all its detachments in Italy and servmg 
Transportation (AC.A.) and Moven:ents, B.T.A., . ~hose 
H.Q. are in Vienna, Klagenfurt and V1llach. In addttton to 
the railway communications, the Squadron, greatly depleted 

. in strength, helps to man \:'illach ~ignal Office under ~he 
aegis of 138th Infantry Bn_gade S~gi,al Squadron, which 
includes the War Office Courter Service to Hook_ of Hollai:d, 
Vienna-Villach S.D.S. Courier Service, and ties up with 
Train S.D.S. Villach-Trieste for Betfor. 

For this purpose personnel are attached to the Squadron 
from No. 3 Squadron, 8th Army Signal Regiment, and 138th 
Infantry Brigade Signal Squadron. 

In September last the Squadron moved from ~ts pl~sant 
location in Sattendorf to Medjez Barracks, m V11la~h . 
A hutted camp which we share with three other s~all untts, 
with a central administration pool as regards messmg, laun
dry, etc., but retaining our identity as regards P.R.L, stores, 
etc · 

The Squadron has been commanded since Mar~h, 1~4?, 
by Captain H. R. " Rusty" Steele, late _of 8th I~dian D1v1-
sional Signals and Scottish Command Signal Regiment. He 
is ably assisted by Second-Lieutenant F . R. Overend. 

The only regulars are S.S.M. H. Illingworth, fro~ No. 12 
Wireless Squadron, and S.Q.M.S. "Blanco" White, who 

Do YOU belong to the 

Signals Association? 

joined us from No. 2 Squadron, 8th Army Signal _Regiment, 
in Vienna. He will be known to ex-rats of '24 vmtage and 
to fellow-sufferers of the P.O.W. camp in Kanu, Siam. 

Like everyone else, we are now in the process of losing ~II 
our old hands and taking on the new. We hope both will 
be happy in their new locations. 

The old hands up to Group 74 have decided to hold an 
old Tele-Squadron reunion in Manchester on 9th and 10th 
October 1948. We should be pleased to put any ex-member5 
of the S~uadron in touch with the organiser if they will drop 
us a line. . 

The Squadron maintains a fairly useful soccer team, fimsh
ing up sixth in the local league before the snow. We_ expeet 
the newcomers to increase the soccer team's prestJge by 
winning the " after-snow" league. . 

We also hope to organise our hockeY: team agam p~etty soon. 
As regards miniature rifle shootmg, along with 138th 

Infantry Brigade Signal Squadron, we entered .a team for the 
B.T.A. competition but are still awaiting the resul~. 

Table tennis ? We have quite a few outstandmg ~l~yers 
but none quite good enough to enter into any competltlons, 
as yet. Practice makes perfect. 

Our Games Room has been functioning very well in the 
past having had various " smokers," in which we have invited 
oth;r units of our "barracks," and had numerous darts 
matches. 

Ho"al Signals Band continued from page 109 
We found plenty to study during the short time we were 
there and the remains of historic buildings proved of great 
inter~t to many of us who know the remains at Bath so well. 

Leaving the sand of North Africa in the background, ~e 
set sail again for Malta, but this time Father Neptune agam 
put on a splendid entertainment for us and we had a very 
rough trip indeed, and it took some days for many of us to 
feel right and proper again. . . - . 

Arriving back in Malta, Major Bursk1 agam very ~~ly 
agreed to accommodate us, and we spent the few days \ya1tJng 
for the boat home having a good clean _up of all ol!1° mstru
ments and kit, repairing cases and music, and getung r~dy 
generally for the heavy programme we knew would be waiting 
on the Band President's table for us. At the request of the 
Maltese people, we gave another concert on the Palace Square, 
which was broadcast. . 

On 3rd February we embarked on H.M.T. Samaria, and 
on 16th February we arrived back in Catterick-our hor;ie. 

We would like to thank Major-General C. M. F. White, 
c .B., c.B.E., n.s.o., for ~he very ~i:d letter he sent to _us on 
our return expressing his apprec1at1on of our work whilst on 
tour. This alone was sufficient reward for any extra work 
we may have done or any little discomfort we m~y have 
suffered. Also we would like to thank all the uruts V:'ho 
accommodated us for their kindness to us. We appreciate 
that a visit by the Band causes a lot of ell."tra work to many 
people, but in return we give of our best and try to be worthy 
ambassadors of the Corps. 

If not . 

Your military service will come to an end one day 

and you may then need help 

JOIN NOW! Ask your unit representative for further details 
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THE SERVICES CAVAUADE 

Recruiting Exhibition 
GLASGO'V 

G
LASGOW was certainly stirred by this impressive 
Recruiting Exhibition, which was formally opened on 20th 

February by Marshal of the Royal Air Force, Lord Tedder, 
and subsequently honoured by a visit from H.R.H. The 
Princess Royal, during the following week. The exhibition 
was held in Glasgow's immense Kelvin Hall, the entrance 
of which was gaily decorated with flags and boasted tv;o 
mounted sentries of the Household Cavalry in full dress. 
If from nothing else, one could not help being attracted 
inside by the alluring strains of martial music provided 
almost continuously from one or other of no less than six 
separate bands in attendance. 

In the hall itself the built-up part was used as an arena, 
where a very impressive miniature review was held twice 
daily, e.xcept on one evening when a boxing tournament was 
staged. There were some 500 performers in the cast, which 
included troopers of the Household Cavalry, mounted and 
in full dress; a party from Lowland Brigade, I.T.C., who 
went through a complete table of squad drill without a 
single word of command; the Ceremony of the Keys, done 
l>y the Scots Guards in full dress, as it is performed in the 
Tower of London; a costume pageant, depicting important 
events in the life of the Highland Light Infantry (City of 
Glasgow Regiment) from its inception to the present day; 
also numerous other items, giving a very spectacular two
hour show, which, judging by the " full house" notices 
every night, was fully appreciated by the public. 

The remainder and larger part of this immense ball was 
used for stall space, where almost every arm of service was 
represented, including stands by the R.N.V.R. and 
R.A.F.V.R,. right down to the Army Cadets. The A.A. 
manned a complete gun site, with its A.A.0.R., and the 
Paratroops gave demonstrations of jumping from the 
training tower they bad erected in the ball; R.A.O.C. bad 
a mobile laundry in action, amongst other things; and the 
A.C.C. a mobile bakery. The R.A.M.C. bad a very realistic 
C.C.S. rigged up and complete with operating table, where 
a wretched " corpse" was constantly being " put under" for 
a mock operation with M.0.s and Sisters all dressed up 
in their No. ls. Another notable exhibit was a working 
model of the famous Mulberry Harbour. 

Finally there was our own-the Signals stand, which 
could be favourably compared with any other in the 
exhibition. In fact, we are told unofficially, judged to be 

General view of Royal S12nals stand 

11.4 

Centre-piece of Royal Signal1 stand 

the best by the G.O.C. Thanks to some very bard 
pr<;liminary spade work by Captain (T.0.M.) G. A. Stanley 
and numerous back room boys we really had a splendid array 
of equipment to show. 

The centre part of our stand was used for the main 
display, with an A.C.V. in the background and a formidable 
array of sets, phones and exchanges arranged in tiers in 
the foreground. One section was devoted to line equip
ment, carrier equipment, etc., and another contained the 
No. 1"0 set, together with a few models and a couple of 
motor cycles, one being a " Wellbike," which seemed to 
command unusual interest. We also had a T.M. workshop 
on show, and a standard signal office layout, though just 
a little bit too near the copy book style to be really true. 
Then, finally, there was " the Public Play Pen," which was 
undoubtedly the draw of the day. It did not perhaps draw · 
the " recruitable types" we were looking for, but right from 
the first day to the very last it was packed to overflowing 
with all sorts of people, both young and old, who seemed 
to delight in playing with the odd phones, fullerpbones and 
exchanges installed. The two printers on show came in for 
a " terrible bashing." It was not an uncommon sight to 
see as many as six different bands all pressing the keys 
at once. However, we are glad to report that they came 
through this-surely the most exacting test-with flying 
colours. In one corner of the pen we had a Playback wire 
recorder, and this seemed to be most popular with the 
ladies, who appeared to be just as keen to hear their own 
voices as they are for other people to hear themselves in 
the normal course of events. In the other corner there 
was a No. 53 set working direct to Edinburgh and we 
have no doubt that it must have been somew'hat of a 
surprise to the operators to bear the voice of their Colonel
in-Chief, who personally sent a message over the air when 
she visited the stand. 

In all, we can say that the exhibition was a grand 
succe~~' and very welt attended throughout. Whilst 
recrmtmg may appear to have been slow there is no doubt 
that it brought back happy m~mories t~ many old-timers 
who are thinking things over, and we shall hope to see 
many of them turning up in due course. 
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Territorial 

Ar Illy 

No. 63 n.q. SIGNAi. REGIMENT, T.A. 

Events of the past month have been few but none tht" 
less important. 

Our late Quartermaster, Captain (Q.M.) P. W. Steele, 
M.B.E., has left us to join the Depot at Pocklington whence 
he will proceed to civil life on release. We welcome to 
our midst Captain (Q.M.) F. Spearpoin\ who has just come 
home after a sojourn of 17 years in India. 

We much regret to record that our Commanding Officer 
-Lieutenant-Colonel D. J. Goldsmith-met with an 
accident to his ankle whilst playing hockey for H.Q. 
Southern Command against the R.A.S.C., Bulford. He now 
gets about most efficiently on crutches despite bis right leg 
being in plaster up to the thigh. We sympathise with him 
in his handicap and trust he will soon be fit and well 
again. May we advise-no more hockey for a while? 

" SIXTYTHREE " 

No. 10 AIR SUPPORT SIGNAL UNIT. February 
bas been a trying month for our Permanent Staff 
They have spent much of the time wheeling heavy 
barrow-loads of extremely valuable .stores along narrow 
planks across wet concrete. So far there have been no 
mishaps, excepting the stray dog that decided to perpetuate 
its memory by doing a brisk and squashy circuit of our 
virgin floor. Sergeant Wheldon's Labrador pup was our 
first suspect, but is now exonerated because there is no sign 
of the wide channel which would inevitably have marked 
the_ passage of its pendulous paunch. 

As you may have gathered from the above, R.A.0.C., 
with truly satanic insight, have held up our stores until 
our builders' upheaval had reached the ultimate chaos 
Then, no doubt with fiendish chuckles, they struck. Load 
upon load of equipment has been crammed into our only 
available room, the Canteen. When it will be opened for 
checking only the builders can tell. 

Then a certain member of the C.S.0.'s Staff, who shall 
be nameless, decided that he must have the handbook of 
the Canadian 348 Wireless Set. With sinking hearts we 
calculated that it must be in the first package that had 
arrived. Valiantly we strove, perspired, and strove again. 
The package was at last unearthed from the farthest, bottom 
·corner of the dump. With trembling1 blistered fingers we 
opened the packing note and rejoiced to find that our 
deductions bad been correct. Then we started in with 
screwdrivers, chisels, hammers, and penknives. Those 
Canadians must have taken a course in packing under an 
Egyptian embalmer, but we persevered until the innermost 
sarcophagus was revealed to view. Reverently we removed 
the wrapping, yards, and, yards, and yards of it. 

The set lay naked to our eager gaze. It leered back at 
us with all the green malevolence of its Magic Eye. There 
was no handbook. Shall we draw the veil across that 
poignant scene? Perhaps we bad better. 

Training is now next to impossible, but we look forward 
to the day when our hall arises like the Phoenix, and we 
are no longer prematurely grey with cement dust. 

Our O.C. is somewhat disconsolate. Apparently he had 
talked persuasively to a prospective recruit for about thirty
five minutes. Forms were signed, and routine enquiries 
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made to Admiralty Records. After three weeks came th'! 
reply, "No Trace." Followed further enquiries at the 
alleged home address. Again, "No Trace." Today th~ 
search has been ended by a paragraph in the local paper. 
H.M. Prisons are not the best source of supply for an 
efficient T.A. We are happy to say that the P.R.I., after a 
hurried investigation, has pronounced the safe and its 
contents to be still with us. 

" ASSULIKET " 

No. 100 A.G.R.A. (A.A.) SIGNAL SQUADRON. In 
spite of a deplorable shortage of recruits, the Squadron 
has commenced its training, at the completion of which, it 
is hoped that we shall have q_ualified tradesmen, who, 
together with our members already proficient, will supply 
the necessary instructors to teach the National Service intake 
in 1950. Tradesmen in the T.A. are required to pass the 
"Q" sheet applicable to the Regular Army, and, for per
sonnel of this Squadron, Trade Boards are arranged with 
Southern Command (M.) Signal Regiment, Figsbury 
Barracks, Nr. Salisbury. 

Everyone looks forward to the Annual Camp with 
great enthusiasm. This year it is being held at Lepe on 
Solent, from 10th-18th July. Certain personnel of the 
Squadron have been selected to attend a course in lieu of 
attendance at Camp. Some enthusiastic members are 
attending both ! 

Before signing off, may I introduce our Squadron per-
sonnel-and there are vacancies for 154 more! 

Officer Commanding, Major M. G. R. Adams, ex 94th 
Light AA. Regiment, R.A.; O.C. H.Q. ,Troop, Captain 
A. F. Cook, ex 17th Air Formation Signals; 0.C. Fire Com
mand R.A. Signal Troop, Lieutenant (Q.M.) E. J . Walke, 
ex Indian Army; Signalmen: C. J. Gray, ex Corps (43rd 
Divisional Signals), A. W. G. Wadhams, ex Corps (43rd 
Divisional Signals), L. H. Hill, ex Corps (43rd Divisional 
Signals), A. J. Kimber, ex Royal Navy, R. A. B. Wilson. 
Our P .S.I. is S.S.M. R. H. Hall, ex 1st H.Q. Signals, 
B.A.0.R. Sincerest regards to old friends. 

"W.E.J." 

No. I/20 ARMY SIGNAL REGIMENT, T.A. 

Recruits continue to pour in. Well, when I say pour
anyway if you are thinking of joining us you must decide 
quickly before our vacancies are filled. Latest arrivals 
include old friends, P. Darrall, well known in the motor
cycling world and A. E. Ashman one time batman in 48 
Divisional Signals. Also S. T. Lord, W. J. Brown, G. P . 
Powell, J. R. Sheldon. "Tubby" Spencer is hovering on 
the brink but comes to help in the Orderly Room until he 
makes up bis mind. Captain Hoe, whom you may remember 
formed the Field Security Section without any assistanc<! 
beyond a fountain pen, has, for security reasons (his own 
presumably), left us for Africa. A man must go where bis 
bread and butter .lies of course, but we are indeed sorry to 
lose Captain Hoe. Now we shall have to buy our own pink 
gins. Pity. 

In addition to the training given to the T.A. personnel, 
the permanent staff are busy with the School Contingents. 
These lads are very keen and should make useful additions 
to the Corps in time. Their favourite subjects are wireless 
and brewing tea in the field. S.S.M. Beautyrnan instructs 
in both. _ 

It was a bright but chilly day towards the end of February 
when I arrived back from a remote A.A. site which the 
T.A. had wished on us. Not that we minded that because 
it has great possibilities. Everything was as all right as 
it could be in an austerity world. Then as my jeep turned 
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the mer I aw the .. O.'s car. Hesitating only long 
enough t0 appreciate th~ A.T. . driver I skidded up to the 

ffice. Ever rthing wa still all right. Then I met Brigadier 
J. R. Patten, c.B.E. M.C. and he said it was a " goodbye" 
'i it. From the 1 t March he goes into gents' natt uiring. 
How hard it i to ee one's friends stepping one by one 
out of the picture. A cold bleak dismal day. Probably only 
sausage for lunch. Nothing could be right on a day 
like that. Oh well. All of us here who know Brigadier 
Patten wi h him the very best of good fortune and happy 
dav ·. 

I am indebted to Sergeant B. Howell for the following 
information on the Indoor Sports activity of this unit. The 
Birmingham Territorial Army Darts League was formed 
earl) in November, 1947, with the idea of fostering friend-
hip between the T.A. units in the Birmingham area and 

with an eye on po sible publicity for recruiting. Nine units 
are represented in the League. Teams of eight players are 
confined co enlisted T.A. members and the Regular Army 
permanent staff. The Warwickshire T.A. Association have 
taken a keen interest in the league and have provided not 
only a valuable shield, but silver medals for presentation to 
the league champions. Messrs. Mitchells and Butlers Ltd. 
have provided a set of silver medals for the winners of a 
Knock-out Competition between teams in the league. The 
three leading League positions are as follows : 18th Battalion 
Para Regiment, played 10, lost 2, points 16; 1/20 Army 
Signal Regiment, played 11, lost 3, points 16; 21 (N.) Corps 
Troops Column R.A.S.C., played 8, lost 2, points 12. 

In the M. and B. knock-out competition we have reached 
the semi-final by defeating 18th Battalion Para Regiment, 
22 (N.) F.D.S. R.A.M.C., and 268 Field Regiment R.A. 
T he final will be against 21 (N.) Corps T roops Column 
R.A.S.C., some time in April. 

The Unit Dances continue to draw big crowds and 
we are slowly recovering funds to offset the expense incurred 
by putting the Drill Hall in good shape. The next Regi
mental Dances will be on 10th and 24th April. Come and 
have a go. 

"BARLEUX." 

SIG!\" AL IlEPOilTIN"G llEGUfEl'\'T, T . A . 

(KE~SINGTONS ) 

The last month has been a very full one for the Regiment. 
\Ve have been training on Wednesday and Friday evenings 
and ended up with a Sunday exercise to Fingest which is 
a small village in the Chiltern Hills. This exercise took 
place on the 29th February which fortunately was a 
glorious day. We left H.Q. at 0930 hrs. in a mixture of 
Unit and R.A.S.C:. transport and arrived at Fingest about 
1100 hrs. Wireless communications with two patrols at 
Benson and Bledlow were excellent and we had a profitable 
day's training. Lunches were provided by the village inns 
in each location; very excellent they were too. There is no 
need to enlarge upon the quality of the beer! We arrived 
back in tune to have a late cup of tea( !) in the canteen 
before dispersing. 

On Friday, 13th February, the Old Comrades' Association 
took us on in the Miniature Range and we regret to say 
that the Old and Bold were too good for us (we should 
have known better than to take on ex-13 London Regiment 
members on the 13th of the month). " Rocky" Knight, 
a veteran of both world wars and Quar termaster of the 
Kensingtons from 1934 to 1947, made the top score. 
~n 8th March the Officers' M ess gave a cocktail par ty 

to introduce General Sir Colville Wemyss, K.C.B., K.B.E., 
o.s.o., M.C., the new Honorary Colonel, to present officers 
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of the Regiment and to former Commanding officers. 
Among the guests pre ent were Brigadier R. H. R. Steward, 
C.B. C.B.E., D.s.o., M .C., A.D.C. (C.S.O. Eastern Command) 
and Colonel R. W. Morgan O.B.E. (C.S.0. London District). 

Recruiting is still progressing and we hope to see more 
e,x-members of the Corps in the Regiment before the 
beginning of Summer training, which will include eight 
days camp in Canterbury at the end of July, and a week
end exercise in choice areas nearer home once a month. 

43rd (WESSEX) INFANTllY DIVISIONAL 

SIGNAL IlEGDIENT, T.A. 

R.H.Q. and H.Q. SQUADRON. With the Spring, our 
thoughts automatically ti;rn to camps and this unit, like 
the weather these days. is getting away to a good start as 
we are all looking forward to our first week-end camp of 
1948, which is being held the R.A.C. Centre, Bovington 
Camp, Wareham, Dorset, from 27th-29th March, and we 
all expect to spend a useful and enjoyable time during 
this period. More will be written on this subject in our 
next contribution to THE WIRE. 

The 43rd (Wessex) Infantry Divisional Signal Regiment 
T.A. Officers' Mess is being re-opened in the very near 
future. Letters have been sent to all known ex-officers of 
the unit giving details of the activities of the Mess. If any 
ex-officers of the unit who haven't received our letter read 
this and would like to join the mess as honorary members 
would they p!ease get into touch with the P.M.C. (Major 
L. E. 0. Evans, Royal Signals) here at Taunton. The Mess 
Annual Dinner is being held at the Tudor Restaurant, 
Taunton, on 10th April, 1948, and it is expected that this 
will be the forerunner of a number of attractions to be 
held. 

A Territorial Ball is being held at the Empire Ballroom, 
Taunton, on 14th May, and it is hoped to have the Royal 
Signals Corps Band in attendance; "full house" notices 
are expected this night. 

Recruitment has taken an upward trend during' the past 
few weeks and with the coming of better weather and the 
better facilities to arrange schemes etc., around the country, 
this upward trend is expected to continue. 

We welcome to the fold S.Q.M.S. (F . of S.) C. Churchill, 
who has been with us now for only a few weeks but already 
has given yeoman service in the workshops. 

We now pass you over to the Squadrons. 
No. 2 SQUADRON, BRIDGWATER, SOMERSET. We 

welcome into the fold, R. P. Jarvis ex R.A.C., C. 0 . Bonney 
ex Duke of Wellington's Regiment, C. A. Taylor ex C.M.P. 
and Palestine Police, R. C. Usher a brand new recruit to the 
Army but has the right spirit. Of course I must report my 
own arrival as S.S.M. to the Squadron here in Bridgwater, 
Somerset. 

Best wishes and good luck go with Sergeant R. A. 
Taylor on his inter-unit posting to No. 1 Squadron, at 
Exeter, Devon, a move nearer home for him and may he 
enjoy the fine spirit predominating among the T.A. mem
bers of the Squadron that I enjoyed for 12 months-also 
to Sergeant J. H. J . King, who has clinched a technical 
position, through applying Royal Signals procedure at a 
Radar Experimental Establishment in Kent, also a step 
nearer home. 

We proudly announce that we have started our " J immy" 
Club, complete with a well stocked bar, terms are strictly 
cash-it is almost as homely as the old " arabiyeh " Sudan 
the Signals' houseboat on the Nile. Remember ? 

No. 3 SQU AD RON, TORQUAY, DEVON. Congratu-
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lations to that Old Soldier (Old ?) and to Mrs. Robinson 
on the addition of another lusty infant to the fold . Robbo 
knows his stuff and put himself in hospital and out of the 
way two days before the event came off (experience does 
give one knowledge and foresight). It is now firmly believed 
that at long last a football team has been formed to beat 
up Torquay United and to start them off successfully it 
would be a good idea for them to take over our set of 
football gear. 

We welcome to the fold recruits Corner and Bond, and 
feel confident they are now well on the way to getting the 
elusive T.A. Long Service Medal. I shall still be here when 
t hey get it anyway, but it is to be hoped they will be able 
to give me a good game of billiards by then. 

Shark Radford won our buster sweep last week and 
buzzed off to a dance to spend it. Our Nap school is 
very peeved about it and he took a grave risk of being 
-discharged from this gallant band of warriors. 

Fond farewells from all here to Busty Hayman, best 
wishes to him in his new job and new unit (44th Divisional 
SignJls). 

51st/52nd (S) INFANTRY DIVISIONAL 

SIGNAL UEGIMENT, T.A. 

Well, here we are again, making our first post-war con
tribution and introducing ourselves to all and sundry. 

The old divi ion is now blossoming forth again in even 
greater force. We have now combined forces with our 
friends in the Lowlands to make one united and even 
-stronger division from Scotland. In Aberdeen. we . h~ve 
Unit Headquarters, 1 Squadron and J Troop; m StJrling 
2 Squadron and in Glasgow, 3 Squadron, less one troop. 

Lieutenant-Colonel T . P. E. Murray, O.B.E., T.D., has 
come back to command the regiment again with even more 
enthusiasm than he did in 1939. Jack Hillman has returned 
as our Q.M. and in Novemb~ we were joined by Captain 
D. H. Freland as Adjutant. Major A. H. Reid has taken 
over command of No. 1 Squadron, ably assisted by Captain 
·Charles Smith, M.B.E., who recently commanded 3 Squadron 
-0f 3 Divisional Signals. Captain Gordon Mackinnon, late 
of 49th Divisional Signals and North Levant Signals is 
also with us, and Lieutenant J. K. .Lamb has just joined 
us from India. Lieutenant Jim Mooney, M.M., a long
s tanding member of the unit has just got his commission 
and we wish him the very best of luck. 

Then at Stirling we have Major Pat Dewar, o.B.E., T.D., 
late of 36 Divisional Signal Regiment, and at Glasgow 
Major Douglas Edwards, very ably assisted by Captain R. 
Logan Stewart, both ex 52nd Lowland Divisional Signals. 
Last but not least amongst this merry band we have 
Lieutenant Ian Wotherspoon from 17th Indian Divisional 
Signals. 

Now let us go down to the more notable members <;>f 
the regiment. R.S.M. Higgins has joined us from India 
Command and S.S.M. Grant " fathers " No. 1 Squadron. 
We also have Sergeants Bailey, Panther and Mackay as 
P.S.I. of Nos. 1, 2 and 3 Squadrons, respectively. In our 
future issues we hope to bring you more news of those 
who have joined the unit. • 

No. 1 Squadron managed to run a very good wee~-~d 
c1mp last summer. T hey met with unbounded hospitality 
from Mr. Rendall, of Arnwell Farm, Banchory. They seem 
to have done very little else but live on strawberrie and 
cream. Ever sine" then, drills have been going strong and 
we have the thought of Trade Boards looming up before 
us in the very near future. T he C.S.0., Brigadier Kno~les, 
ran a very excellent Officers' Exercise down at Perth JUSt 
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before Christmas, in which many of us took part and learned 
a tremendous lot. 

Recruiting has been going a bit slow of late in spite of 
tremendous efforts put up by all at a Recruiting Shop in 
Aberdeen on 6th-8th December. However, we have no doubt 
that things will improve once the bitter Scottish weather 
has worn off. 

To turn to more social events. In conjunction with our 
flourishing Signals Association in Aberdeen, 1 Squadron 
have been holding a good all ranks' dance once a month, 
and in particular a Children's Party at Christmas. The 
latter was a great success and there were two hundred 
children present who just screamed their heads off when 
they saw the cakes! Don't tell anybody, but Jack Hillman 
was seen quietly knocking off buns and beer, with R.Q.M.S. 
Mitchell in the " Q." Stores. Aren't these " Q." blokes the 
limit! 

To crown our social events, all officers and many ex
officers of the regiment and other notable guests were 
entertained by our new Honorary Colonel, Colonel E. B. 
Reid, o.B.E., T.D. , to a regimental dinner. Our only regret 
was that our two retiring Honorary Colonels, Colonels 
waiter Elliot, M .P. and F. R. G. Forsyth, M.C., D.L. ("The 
Chaser ") were unable to be present. 

"SCOTTIE" 

53rd (WELSH) INFANTRY Df'\'ISIONAL 

SIGNAL llEGDIENT, T . A. 

The main event last month was a recruiting drive held 
in Cardiff during the last week of January. 

We were lucky in obtaining the use of the "foyer" of 
the largest cinema in Cardiff, where we displayed a 12 set 
H.P. with R.107 and various equipment from the Q.'s store. 
Recruiting posters and photographs of the Corps in_ action 
were arranged around the r:iain exhi~it~. The. pzec~ de 
resistance was a 19 set working to a smular set m a 1eep. 
This jeep suitably placarded, toured round the main streets 
of Cardiff, stopping to invite potential recruits to " try 
their hand " on the wireless. 

One particularly amusing in~ident which is . worth 
recordina occurred on the first _rught of the campaign. It 
had bee; decided to try out the 12 set, as the 19 set wasn't 
giving such good results to certain parts of the town. 
Unfortunately the centre of Cardiff .is D.C.. only, _but the 
projectionist gave us a lead from his machme w~ch wa~ 
110 volts A.C. The film being shown was a re-issue. ot 
Noel Coward's "Blithe Spirit.'' Imagine the consternation 
occasioned when over the screen during the seance scene 
came " Hello Able, Hello Able, report my signals, Able 

" over. 
We feel that the week was not wasted as it hroug~t ho~e 

to the peop~e of ~diff the f~ct that t~~Y. have m their 
midst the Signal Umt of Wales s own D1v1S1on. 

" BARDICROWN " 

N o. 1 2 A.A. GllOt:I• (~1) S IGNAL B EGDIENT. T •. -\. 

R.H.Q., 12 A.A. Group (M) ignal Regiment, T.A.: Horfield 
Drill Hall, Bristol, 7 

24 A.A. (M) Signal Squadron, T.A.: Horfield Drill Hall, 
Bristol, 7 

25 A.A. (M) Signal Squadron, T.A.: Blighmont D rill Hall, 
M illbrook Road, Southampton 
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26 A.A. (M) igr .tl quadron, T.A. : Inniscara, Bath Road, 
Reading 

27 A.A. (M) ignal Squadron, T.A.: The Drill Hall, 
Millbay, Plymouth 

106 A.A. Brigade (M) ignal Troop, T.A. : The Drill Hall, 
Porrsmouth Road, Kingston-on-Thames 

For the information of the old members of the Corps, 
the Regiment is commanded by Lieutenant-Colonel P. G. 
Gambier Royal Signals. The following are on the staff of 
R.H.Q.: -Adjutant, Captain H . Scott, Royal Signals; Q.M., 
Captain (Q.M.) W. Holmes, M.M., Royal Signals; Junior 
Commander G. Prosser, A.T.S.; R.S.M. T. L. Wilding; 

.Q.M. . R. H. Salmon· Sergeant C. Preston. 
During August, 1947, we said farewell to Captain (Q.M.) 

R. F . Fields, Royal Signals, who quitted the ranks to take up 
duties in Civvy Street. We hope by now, sir, you have found 
suitable occupation and say" Cheerio" with all the best from 
the Regiment. 

From a very slow start, recruiting is now progressing 
favourably and vacancies are getting fewer, especially from 
the A.T.S. angle. The male side, although very slow, 
manages to produce one recruit per week, and now that the 
ice has been broken we are hoping for greater things in the 
near future. 

Royal, Signals Display Team. The Royal Signals Display 
Team gave an excellent display at Knowle Stadium during 
the interval of speedway racing, which gave the Bristolians 
something to talk about and produced two good recruits as 
D.R.s plus several more enquiries, but unfortunately, owing 
to their ages and restrictions on national service grounds, we 
were unable to recruit them. 

C~ngratulations. To Lance-Corporal D. Poole, No. 24 
A.A. (M) Signal Squadron, T.A., who voluntarily gave up 
one week of his annual holiday to attend a lineman's course 
which was held at The Drill Hall, Horfield, and by all reports 
gave a very good account of himself. 

To R.S.M. and Mrs. Wilding on the birth of a son. 
To S.S.M. and Mrs. McKenna on the birth of a daughter. 
To Sergeant and Mrs. Sergeant on the birth of a daughter. 
To Signalman Hinton, who decided that two ration books 

are better than one and was married somewhere in Yorkshire 
during January. 

Training. All Squadrons can now boast two drill nights 
a week, one for all ranks and one as an N .C.0 .s' drill night. 

The Regiment will proceed to camp at Bude, Devon, from 
25th July to 8th August, 1948. 

Perhaps the announcement of the annual camp dates at a 
recent drill night is the reason for a few of the recent prospec
tive recruits who are making tentative enquiries. 

"MACKTA" 

No. 13 A.A. GROUP (M) SIGNAL REGIMENT, T.A. 

Training, recruiting and even accommodation are improv
ing at a visible rate, and we are now fairly under way with 
the arrangements for this year's camp. The camp is to be at 
Burrow Head, Wigtown, during the second half of July, and 
when we did a reccy the other day everything seemed to be 
in good order. The camp has recently been evacuated by 
Polish troops, and all boilers and steam cookers are marked 
" Niema wodi," which is presumably a Polish cuss-word, but 
we are not disheartened. 
fho~ who say that the T.A. is not what it used to be, 

gomg mto a hutted camp and all, may take comfort from 
the fact that the wind at Burrow Head is sufficient to strip 
the sides of Nissen huts. 

We were very sorry to say good-bye to Lieutenant-Colonel 
A. J. G. McNair in the middle of January. Sorry for our 

hi 

own sakes that is, a he had done so much to help us as 
C.S.0., N~. 3 A.A. Group, but glad for his, as he writes to 
say that H.Q., Malta Command, is treating him well in the 
way of weather, work, and a married quarter at last. 

Sergeant C. H. Bridges has also acquired a married quarter 
in Redford Barracks (No. 41 Cavalry, in case he has any 
callers) and ·is finding life easier on that account. Having 
waited a year for one, he is now counting the days to his 
posting-we have already foiled one deep-laid plot to take 
him from us. 

Training accommodation in Edinburgh is getting no better, 
because we share the Drill Hall with No. 3 A.A. Company, 
R.A.0.C., T.A., and both units are slowly growing; but in 
Glasgow both Squadrons have got a little bit extra, and No. 
32 Squadron at Blairgowrie has expanded into Perth, . where 
we are raising No. 78 A.A. Fire Command Troop, with the 
intention of raising 207 Line Maintenance Troop in the not 
too distant future. 

Two officers have joined us from Dunkeld, whence they 
gallantly make their trips into Perth and Blairgowrie-a cold 
journey to make at night in mid-winter in the back of a 
15-cwt. They are Subaltern Mary Ross, A.T.S./T.A., and 
Subaltern Janet Bruce. 

Signals Association 

Branch Notes 
Blrmiogilam 

It must have been a great disappointment to Brigadier 
E. A. James, our President, that his enforced stay in a 
nursing home should have prevented his attending the 
Annual General Meeting of this Branch. We all hope that 
he will soon be fit again. Colonel P . H . Keeling stepped 
into the breach at short notice and took the chair in his 
accustomed energetic style. Prior engagements kept many 
people away whom we would have been glad to see. 
Nevertheless, we counted 215 and then gave it up. Colonels 
F. E. B. Jones, M. Holdsworth and Lieutenant-Colonel D . 
G . Collins were there and Lieutenant-Colonel H . Dudley 
with Major L. Suggars came over from Coventry to see 
what it was all about. Messrs.' E. Shackleton and " Bob " 
Danielsen were surrounded by old friends and ex-R.Q.M.S. 
Jimmy James surrounded his friends. Ex-Sergeant Steve 
Burstow made his annual appearance having presumably 
obtained the bride's signature to his pass. Congrats Steve. 
Any headaches son? (78th Divisional Signals' pass-word). 

But we seem to be starting in the wrong place. It was 
Thursday, 26th February and a fine night at the Crown 
Hotel, Broad Street. The swing doors flapped backwards 
and forwards steadily until the room upstairs was com
fortably full. Then another hundred came in. This was 
the signal to open the business of our annual meeting. As 
stated, Colonel Keeling presided. Captain Ralph Ironmonger 
was re-elected Honorary Secretary with much enthusiasm 
and most of the old committee agreed to carry on with 
the good work. This point being settled to the satisfaction 
of all concerned, the Honorary Secretary gave a potted 
version of the Branch activities during the past year. If 
you are a WIRE reader you will know what these activities 
were. If not-etc., etc. A visit to the Royal Tournament 
on 12th June· is planned for a limited number of members. 
It is estimated that the cost will be in the region of two 
guineas per head. Don't dilly dally. Write to the Honorary 
Secretary about it and be very definite. 

There were not many suggestions or comments and 
certainly no criticism when these were invited by Colonel 
Keeling. Mr. Harold Thomas suggested that the monthly 
meeting should be held on a Friday, but for a variety of 
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reasons the majority voted for Thursday. Certainly a 
Friday would rule out any T.A. members as that is a 
Training night at Cateswell House. 

Speaking of Cateswell House reminds us that the 0.C. 
1/20 Army Signal Regiment T.A., Lieutenant-Colonel D . 
G. Collins, M.B.E., T.D., very kindly offered the Drill Hall 
or Recreation Room as a meeting place for the south side 
members if they really would like a Friday occasionally. 

The serious business of the evening was concluded and 
the memb-.ors sorted themselves out into groups. You know 
the way they do. Liquid refreshment arrived in large 
quantities and speedily disappeared. Entertainment was 
provided by a pianist, two comedians and a lady singer. 
The comedians did their best no doubt but the room was 
thinning out. The lady singer was her natural charming 
self and by the end of her first song the room had filled 
up again. This surprised nobody because the singer was 
Miss Vicki Carnall, now Mrs. G. ShirlaV< Brown. 

Ten minutes after we posted these notes, we thought of a 
lot more things to tell you. We chased the postman down 
the road but it was no use. What a shame. However, we 
sh:1ll be with you again next month. Queue up facing 
page 2. 

"BARLEUX" 

Newcastle and District 

The year 1948 has opened very well for this branch
very well indeed! What a pity though that of approx
imately 300 members, only about 70 came along to enjoy 
a first class supper and tip-top entertainment. The wallop 
too, was in excellent condition. What more do you want 
lads? Where did all this take place? why in the County 
Hotel, Newcastle, on Wednesday, the 14th January. 

We were very sorry that the Director of Signals, Major 
General C. H . H. Vulliamy who journeyed from London 
to Tyne-side to attend the above function was, at the last 
moment owing to sickness, unable to do so. A bitter 
disappointment for you Sir, and for us. We hope that you 
have fully recovered from your indisposition and that you 
will be able to join us in a social evening at some future 
date. Ho.wever, let me say how pleased we were to have 
as our guests, Brigadier F. S. Straight, the Commandant, 
School of Signals, and Lieutenant-Colonel Foster of the 
Australian Corps of Signals. We very much enjoyed your 
company, we trust that you enjoyed ours. 

A branch general meeting is to be held in the near future 
when it is hoped that there will be a strong muster. This 
will be an opportunity for members to express their views 
and make suggestions for future entertainment. 

Roll up lads and give the committee your support. 

"N.J.W." 

Bristol and District 

The Annual General Meeting of the branch was held 
on Friday, 13th February, 1948, at the "Old Duke," a 
favourite haunt of various local associations. The majority 
of officers having been elected at the extra-ordinary general 
meeting held last December, it was only necessary to elect 
three more committee members. These are Mr. E. G. J. 
Stephens, Miss E. V. Stone (formerly of the A.T.S.) and 
Mr. E. F. Hedger of Bath. The Bristol District incorporates 
Bath and members of the Association from there can be 
sure that their views are well represented on the Committee. 
The remainder of the evening was spent in discussing 
future policy and activities and in pleasant "conversazione." 
It was also decided that informal monthly meetings will be 
held at the " Old Duke" on the second Friday of every 
month. For the benefit of the uninitiated I would add that 
the " Old Duke" is situated on the corner of King Street 
and Queen Charlotte Street, Bristol, I (opposite the famous 
Llandrogger Trow where Long John Silver is reported to 
have sunk a pint or two I) We have a large private room 
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available and equipped with the necessary supplies of chairs, 
tables and, of course, a piano (to say nothing of a little 
hatch through which supplies of beer can be passed to 
those whose vocal activities have made them hoarse and 
thirsty! ) 

The first informal meeting was held on Friday, 12th 
March, and was very well attended. The next meetings are 
on 9th April and 14th May, and on 3rd April a dance 
is being held at the Drill Hall, Old Market Street. Dancing 
will be from 8 p.m. until midnight to the music of Ken 
Lewis and his band. We are indebted to the 0 .C. 44th 
Tank Regiment T .A. for the privilege of the use of the 
Drill Hall and we hope to maintain our very good relations 
with this Unit through Major A. M. Keeling who is 0.C. 
Signal Squadron and one of our members. 

An Employment Register has been started and already 
a number of firms are co-operating. Details of vacancies 
and applications for vacancies have been received and every 
effort will be made to obtain the right job for the right 
man and vice versa. 

That is all we have for this month. Good wishes to you 
all from Bristol-and if you are ever down our way just 
look us up. To ex-Corps members in Bristol I will just 
say " Roll up chaps and swell our membership." 

"D.P.J.H." 

Sheffield and District 

The new Sheffield and District Branch was formally 
inaugurated at a meeting in Sheffield on 25th February, 
with Major G . E. Stone in the chair, Mr. G. J. Oliver 
as Honorary Secretary, and Major W. F. Warburton, M.B.E. 
as Honorary Treasurer. It was very pleasing indeed to see 
an attendance of well over 30 members present, including 
a sprinkling of ex-A.T.S. Signals personnel. A full com
mittee was duly elected, including a lady member to 
take care of the interests of those members of her sex. 

After the reading of the H.Q. Authority for the forma
tion of the branch, and of greetings and best wishes for 
its success from other branches, suitable financial arrange
ments were made for the normal routine minor expenses 
to enable the officials to carry on business on behalf of the 
members. 

There was a very pleasing sense of comradeship present ; 
many members were able to renew old friendships with 
those who bad lost touch after demobilisation, and it was 
agreed that the newly born infant was a very promising one. 

For the present, meetings are to be held on the fourth 
Wednesday of each month, at 8 p.m., in the Ex-Services 
Institute, Milk Street, Sheffield, 1. The Honorary Secretary 
would be delighted to welcome any who may not have 
heard of the formation of the Branch; and those who would 
like further details will find willing response. The address 
is:-

G. J. Oliver, 
80 Holmhirst Road, 

Sheffield, 8. 
The Meeting closed after the resolution had been passed, 

to send a letter of greeting to the Princess Royal, and H.Q. 
Committee and Members. 

PUBLICATIONS RECEIVED 

We acknowledge with thanks the receipt of the following: 

St. George's Gazette, January and February. 

R.A.S.C. Journal, February. 
R.E.M.E., March. 

Catterick Express, 6~ March. 
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f"ross-Couutry Ru1111i11g 

Royal ignal (Catterick) were well represented in the 
Northern Command team at the Army Championships at 
Aldershot. Eight out of the team of ten representing Norco 
were: Corporals Kinsey O'Brien, Hoskins, Lance-Corporals 
Field, Lawrence, Moynan, ignalman Hewitt (No. 2 Train
ing Regiment), Signalman Rowden (No. l Training 
Regiment). 

Northern Command won the team trophy by a comfortabl~ 
margin of points. Corporals Kinsey and Hoskins and Lance
Corporal Field and Moynan obtained their Army colour 
and will represent the Army in the Inter-Services Champion
ship. 

Corporal Hoskins Lance-Corporal Lawrence and Signal
man Hewitt have recently been awarded Army colours for 
the 1946-47 season. 

NORTHERN COUNTIES CHAMPIONSHIPS. The week ending 
28th February was a hectic one for cross-country runners. 
The Northern Counties Championships came two days after 
the Army Championships, but quite apart from the closeness 
of the two championships, all the tedious travel from Alder
shot to St. Helens was a strain in itself for any but fit men. 
However, Western Command Signal Regiment kindly under
took the task of putting up our team overnight on Friday 
27th February, and it was largely due to their kind and
thoughtful hospitality that everyone arrived at St. Helens 
rdreshed and ready for the fray. 

. In the Yout~s' Race, Boys' Squadron-entered as Royal 
Signals (Cattenck) Youths-<:ame ninth out of twenty-five 
teams. This was a very creditable performance since the 
members of the team are all on the lower side of the age 
bracket for the race. With more experience from another 
year's racing in big fields this team will make a formidable 
challenge to all comers. 

The Junior Race-confined to the age bracket 18 to 21 
years-was a new ~·enture for us, and the team, led home by 
Lance-C:orporal Field o. 2 Training Regiment) romped 
a~ay with the championship with a total of 52 points. As 
wdl ~e seen, Lance-Corporal Field secured his Army colours, 
qualified for the Inter-Services team, and came second in the 
Northern Counties all within the space of 48 hours. 

Individual placings are well worth recording for this 
team: ~Lance-Corporal 1:'ield (No. 2 Training Regiment), 
2~d; Signalman MacKenzie ( o. 7 Seleciion Regiment), 5th; 
Signalman Bryant (No. 1 Training Regiment), 7th; Signal
man Jackson (N~ . . 2 Train!ng Regiment), 9th; Signalman 

oar (No. 1 Trammg Regiment), 14th; Signalman Smith 
o. 2 Training Regiment), 15th. 
The Senior Race was undoubtedly the hardest run for our 

team, for seven members having completed their six miles 
at A~dershot, were now called upon to do nine miles. 

With close on 300 in the field, representing 38 Northern 
clubs, the race was exciting enough. Held on the local club's 
home territory-Sutton Harriers, hojders of the Northern 
and English team title-much of the interest and practically 
all the su~port was with them. Quietly and at a suitable 
vantage pomt, we who had gone with the Signals team kept 
~ check as each lap was completed. Going into the last lap, 
It was clear that we should not win the race, but we were 
well placed for second. 

The final count gave Sutton Harriers 79 points Royal 
_ignals (Canerick) 179, Manchester A.C. 201, Salfo;d Har

rier,,. 210, Pembroke 211, Sheffield Harriers and Airedale 
Hamers 215, for the firi;t six places. 

Corporal Kinsey ran a remarkably fine race to finish fifth 
' 
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only a yard or o behind M . Smith, of Blaydon Harriers. 
Fourteen days previously Smith had beaten Kinsey by a good 
two minutes over approximately the same distance. A com
parison of times howed no deterioration by Smith but a 
great gain by Corporal Kinsey. 

Taken a a whole, our achievements at St. Helens are a 
credit to good teamwork, and great stamina, resulting in a 
further step forward in the re-establishment of the Corps 
amongst cross-country athletes. 

Assoeialion Football 

Royal Signals (Catterick) . The end of the club's first 
season was marked by a social evening held in Mons 

.A.AF.I. on 23rd February, 1948. Lieutenant-Colonel 
P. G. Goodeve-Docker, President of the Club, presided. The' 
40 present comprised Brigadier F. S. Straight, c .B.E., M.C., 
Brigadier W. C. V. Galwey, O.B.E., M.C., Colonel G. S. O'N. 
Power, C.B.E., M.A., Officers Commanding all Signals units in 
the district, members of the Committee and all players who 
had played for the Club during the season. 

A substantial meal was served by the N.A.A.F.I. staff and 
beer was in plentiful supply. 

Lieutenant-Colonel P. G. Goodeve-Docker spoke on the 
success of the Club in its first year of existence, of its venture 
in entering the F.A. Amateur Cup, and complimented all 
the players on the wonderful spirit of friendship and sports
manship displayed by them. In all games played, referees' 
decisions were accepted, right or wrong, and the team had 
b~en complimented a~ various times for their clean play. 
Lieutenant-Colonel P. G. Goodeve-Docker extended thanks 
to Captain R. 0. Edwards, Secretary of the -Club, for the 
whole-hearted attention he had given to the Club's activities 
and. hoped that in his travels overseas he would form more 
Signals teams with impressive records like the one in Cat
terick. In closing, Lieutenant-Colonel Goodeve-Docker 
wished Captain Edwards, on behalf of the Club, best wishes 
in his travels overseas. 

Captain Edwards suitably replied, stating that his associa
tion with the Club was a very happy one, and wished all 
members success for the coming season. 

Brigadier F. S. Straight, C.B.E., M.C., then said a few words 
on sport in the Army, and was pleased to say that the Signals 
team had displayed all the qualities of true sportsmen during 
the season. 

A list of games played, with results, is appended: -
Royal Signals and Royal. S ignals, Catterick 
27th September, 1947. F.A. Amateur Cup (Preliminary 

Round). Royal Signals, Ca tterick v. Washington 
Welfare. Won 2-1. 

11th Octob:r 1947. F.A. Amateur Cup (Qualifying Com
petitJon, 1st Round). Royal Signals, Catterick v. 
Wearmoutb Colliery Welfare. Won 5-2. 

25th October, 1947. F.A. Amateur Cup (Qualifying Com
petition, 2nd Round). Royal Signals, Catterick v. 
Sunnybrow Colliery Welfare. Won 3-1. 

8th o".e~ber, 1947. F.A. Amateur Cup (Qualifying Com 
peution, 3rd Round). Royal Signals, Catterick v. 
Evenwood Town. Won 6-3. 

22nd November, 1947. F.A. Amateur Cup (Qualifying 
Competition, 4th Round). Royal Signals, Catterick v. 
East Tanfield. Lost 1-2. 

27th November, 1947. Inter-Corps. Royal Signals v. Royal 
Artillery, at Woolwich. Lost 3-5. 

10th December,_ 1947. Inter-Corps. Royal Signals v . 
R.A.O.C., at Chilwell. Lost 2-7. 

21st January, 1948. Friendly. Royal Signals, Catterick v. 
Manchester University, at Manchester. Won 3-1. 

11th February, 1948. Inter-Corps. Royal Signals v. Royal 
Engineers, at Ripon. Won 5-1. 
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Rugby 

THE ARMY CUP. The replay of the Army Challenge Cup 
(Home Commands) between S.T.C. and R.E.M.E. (Arbor
field) took place at Northampton on 19th February. S.T.C . 
had some anxious moments when at the practice the day 
before it was found that both Second-Lieutenant J. K. 
Williams and Signalman Gloag were unfit. Sergeant Parfitt 
(full-back) had recovered from injuries and his steadiness 
and positioning proved of considerable value. 

S.T.C. opened the scoring by a dropped goal by Signal
man Tranter, who came in on the left wing instead of Gloag, 
and although S.T.C. had the better of play, this was all the 
scoring at half-time. Early in the second half R.E.M.E. 
scored an unconverted try but S.T.C._ went further ahead 
when a grand effort by Corporal Shaw following a cross-kick 
by Sergeant Rees resulted in a try. R.E.M.E. replied with 
another unconverted try, and just before the close Signalman 
Tranter dropped a magnificent goal from near the touch line, 
leaving S.T.C. winners by 11 points to 6. 

S.T.C. met the winners of the B.A.O.R., viz., Hamelin 
Garrison, Royal Engineers, in the final of-the Army Challenge 
Cup on the Command Central Ground, Aldershot, before a 
large crowd which included members of the Army Council, 
Army Rugby Union, the Director of Signals, Colonel Com
mandant, R.E., and other distinguished officers. 

Unfortunately, Officer-Cadet Hall (Yorkshire), who had 
"hooked" well throughout the competition for S.T.C., had 
been recently posted to Basic O.C.T.U., Aldershot, and was 
thus ineligible to play in the final. No " specialist" hooker 
could be found, · so Second-Lieutenant J. K. Williams 
" hooked" and the scrum was re-arranged. The pack was 
further weakened by the absence of Lance-Corporal Goddard, 
who had to " cry off " unfit at the last moment. 

Although the forwards played very well in the loose and 

got the ball well in the line-outs, the tight scrums appeared 
ragged and S.T.C. failed to get their share of the ball in the 
set scrums. They were quicker, however, as a pack and the 
backs handled the ball better and had more thrust than their 
opponents. If any fault could be found with the S.T. . 
backs, it was their tendency to kick rather than to get the 
ball to their wings as speedily as possible. 

Nothing could have been better than the determined run
ning on the part of Lance-Corporal Gaunt (right wing) and 
Signalman Gloag (left wing), both of whom scored tries. 
On each occasion the wing man had several opponents to 
beat and their tries were the result of admirable running and 
determination. Sergeant Parfitt failed with six penalty kicks 
and two conversions-a sad lapse on the part of a playlr 
who has kicked goals from all angles ! S.T.C. were the more 
polished side, pressing continuously for long periods, and 
thoroughly deserved their win by 6 points to 0. For the 
winners, Second-Lieutenant Williams, Sergeant Lees and 
Signalman Cavanna were the pick of the forwards, Corporal 
Evans played well at scrum-half, as did Signalman Froggett 
at stand-off, and Froggett's accurate touch-finding was a 
feature of the game. 

The two centres, Rees and Shaw, were closely marked and 
the wing men, Gloag and Gaunt, made the most of the few 
opportunities that came their way. The whole side, however, 
played with great keenness, as they have done throughout the 
competition, and their success, due in large measure to 
excellent camaraderie and team spirit, will be very gratifying 
to members of the Corps all over the world. 

The cup was presented to Second-Lieutenant J. K. 
Williams after the match by the Adjutant-General, with 
medals for each member of the team, and a replica of the 
cup which is held permanently. 

At a party after the game at the Queen's Hotel, Fam-

Ll .. nvwgrupli t>y J\Jarsna'' s, LrU1110, ''' y 

The teom ofter their victorious finol. Full-b•ck, Sergeant Parfitt. Three-quarters. Signalman Glcag. Serge>nt Rees.- Corporal Sh•w .. Lance.Corporal 
Gount. Halves . Signalman Froggett, Lance-Corporal Evans. Fcrwards, Signalman Shenton . Lance-Corpor•I. Goddard. Second-Lieutenant A. K. Williams, Sergeant 

Lees. Signalman Roderick. Signalman Seabrooke, Corporal Rawson Signalman Cavanna 
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[Photograp /1 by M arshall's, Camberley 

Second-Lieutenant W ill iams receiving the cup from General Sir Jame5 
S. Steele. K. B.E. , C.B., D.S.0. , Ad jutant-General to the Forces 

borough, the cup was well christened and Brigadier Galwey 
passed on the congratulations of the Director of Signals and 
complimented all members of the team on their fine effort. 

Royal Signal,s ( Catterick) . Our success in the Yorkshire 
Cup, for which we were strongly " tipped" in the sporting 
press, was undoubtedly affected by the frequent calls of the 
Army Rugby Union on three of our" star" players, Second
Lieutenant J. K. Williams, Second-Lieutenant Glynn Davies 
and Signalman Gloag, but to " battle through " to the sixth 
round (and the going was tough at times) in our first season 
in the competition was a good performance. 

Royal Signals (Catterick) defeated Roundhay (12- 8) at 
the third attempt in the fifth round of the Yorkshire Cup at 
Roundhay but were defeated by Morley-the holders-in the 
sixth round before a large crowd of enthusiastic Morley sup
porters by 12 points to 7 on 28th February. In this match 
we were without six of our usual players. The Morley 
forwards played with great vigour and dominated the first 
half, when Morley led 12--0. Signals had the better of the 
second half and were unlucky not to score on several occa
sions. The Morley line had many narrow escapes before 
Signalman Gloag rounded off a good bout of passing with 
a fine try, and just before the close Signalman Froggett 
dropped a neat goal. 

On 14th February Royal Signals (Catterick) journeyed to 
Oxford, where the Oxford University Greyhounds were met 
before a good crowd on the Iflley Road ground. A number 
of players were being rested on account of the Army Cup 
game and the Greyhounds just managed to defeat our 
depleted side by 8 points to 7. Froggett, a dropped goal, 
and Rawson, an unconverted try, were our scorers. 

Percy Park paid us a visit to Catterick on 6th March and 
won an enjoyable game on the Central Ground by 17-12. 

As Williams, Glynn Davies and Gloag were playing in the 
Army v. Navy match, and Froggett, Gaunt, Rees and 
Seabrooke were being rested in view of the Army Cup Final, 
our reserves did quite well against this old-established 
Northumberland club. 

a ... k.-y 

THE ARMY Cur. The School of Signals reached the final 
round of the Northern Sector of the Army Cup, displacing 
51 P.T.C. 5-2, No. 2 Army College at Wetback 5-3 No. 4 
Training Regiment, Royal Signals, 3-2, and finally d'rawing 
with the S.M.E., Ripon, away. There they found what was 
almost a representative Sapper side and lost 1-6 their 
heaviest defeat of the season. ' 
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The School was still feeling the effects of the 3-ton lorry 
when the game opened, Signals playing with the sun on 
their right. The Sappers started attacking very early, and 
had scored two goals before the School settled down and 
started a series of attacks which were foiled by the good Sapper 
defence. However, the School managed to force several short 
corners but fai led to score, and before half-time the S.M.E. 
scored again. 

T he effect of playing on a grass pitch for only t he third 
time in the season was already beginning to tell, and after the 
interval the S.M.E. scored again. The School managed to 
force a series of short corners, from one of which a goal was 
scored, but in spite of several more attacking movements the 
Sapper goalkeeper had an easy afternoon, while the School 
goalkeeper was kept very busy. The final whistle went a t 
the score 1-6, and we wish the S.M.E. the best of luck in 
their fu ture rounds. 

T he School owes a great debt to Captain (Q.M.) Brandon, 
who by his sound advice helped the School to pass its previous 
rounds. The School are very fortunate in possessing one 
who is both a sound coach and a first-class rderee. 

We congratulate Lieutenant A. G . Smith on being granted 
his cap for Scotland, and Sergeant H ammond and Signalman 
Turner on representing the Corps. 

N ORTHERN CoMMAND KNOCK-OUT COMPETITION. School 
of Signals won the Catterick District por tion of t he competi
tion by beating the R.A.C. D epot 6-0. This was not the 
best round the School had played, but by virtue of the score 
easily the most satisfactory. School, as usual, lost the toss 
and were given the slope in the first half, and attacked from 
the first bully. The R.A.C. counter-attacked, and one or two 
good movements were foiled by the tactics of the backs, who 
often put the unwary opposition offside. 

The School, meanwhile, attacked their opponents' goal and 
scored four times before the interval, while in addition several 
good movements went astray in the opponents' half. After 
half-time the School maintained pressure, and even after the 
right wing strained a back muscle, succeeded in scoring twice 
again. Their opponents started a series of rushes, which 
were spoilt by too much offside and some rough tactics, 
which, however, got them nowhere, and the final whistle blew 
as the School were scoring a seventh time. 

First round: School of Signals v. 19 P.T.C. Second 
round: School of Signals 4, No. 4 Training Regiment 2. 
Third round: School of Signals 1, No. 3 Training Regi
ment 0. Quarter-Final: School of Signals 3, R.A.C. Depot 0. 
Semi-Final: School of Signals 6, R.A.C. Depot 0. 

SIGNALS ASSOCIATION 

Notice 
The Royal Signals Association Buttonhole Badge or 

brooch type, available for A.T.S. members, may be obtained 
by sending a postal order for 2s. 6d. to the General Secre
tary. The b:idge is of enamel in Corps colours. Should 
the stock be exhausted, your name will be placed on a 
waiting list, and when a fresh consignment is received, 
badges will be despatched in order of application. 

Car b1dges, each 27s. Od. 

Corps ties, uncreasable 8s. 6d. 

Corps ties 6s. 6d . 
(Note: One clothing coupon for each tie.) 
These prices include purchase tax, but are subject to 

alteration without notice. 
Orders, with remittance, should be addressed to The 

General Secretary, Royal Signals Association, 88 Eccleston 
Square, London, S.W.1. 
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' THE SI GNALS ASSOCIATION OF 
THE ROYAL CORPS OF SIGNALS 

Head.quarters: 88 Eccleston Square, London, S.W.1 
(Tel.: Victoria 9194) 

Benevolen t F und 
During February, 1948, 91 appeals were dealt with, the 

expenditure amounting to £530 lls. lOd. 

Summary of Grants Disbursed 
N o. of Amount 

P urpose Cases £ s. d. 

General assistance 31 178 15 0 

Rent, rates and insurance . .. 3 15 0 0 

Cots and p rams ... 17 76 15 0 

Beds and bedding 4 26 8 0 

F urniture 8 59 0 0 

Clothing 4 26 10 0 

H ospital and doctors' fees ... 9 40 3 0 

F ares 3 5 9 10 

Spectacles and surgical appliances 2 12 10 0 

Removals 3 24 10 0 

Funerals 2 6 1 0 

T ools 1 2 0 0 

Rehabilitation 4 57 10 0 

Total ... £ 530 11 10 

Analysis 
Discharged or released soldiers, -68; widows of deceased 

soldiers, 6; families of soldiers serving in the U.K., 14; 
B.A.0.R., 2; M .E.L.F., 1. 

Donations received for the Fund 

18 Air Formation Signal Regiment 

13 Corps Signal Regiment ... 
4th Infantry Divisional Signal Regiment, 

India 
Rear Details, British D epot Company, 

Mhow, India 
Thames Estuary and East Anglian Coast 

Troop . .. 
Shoeburyness Troop J 

Royal Signals Corps Funds 

Edinburgh Branch .. . 

Mr. R. H. Phillips .. . 

Corporal L. E. Scholes 

Mr. C. R. Potter .. . 

Alias " Willie 129 " . . . 

Total 

£ s. d . 
41 10 8 

541 6 0 

217 6 6 

4 0 0 

13 0 

1 6 8 

64 9 10 

20 0 0 

1 1 9 

10 6 
7 6 

5 0 

£892 17 5 

Ol d Con1r ades' Asso c iation 
New members registered during the month of February, 

1948 : -
Annual members 

Life members .. . 
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87 

57 
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the General Secretary, Royal Signals 

Association, 88 Eccleston. Square, 

London, S. W. 1 
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above Advertisers support our Magazine. 

Banking 
for the Army of Today 

co~'S & KING'S BRANCH of Lloyds Bank has for genera-
tlOnS specialised in banking for Officers of the British 

Arm_y. This Branch at 6, Pall Mall, besides acting as 
offi~1al Agents for the issue of pay and allowances, is fully 
eqw pped to deal with Income Tax, R etire.cl Pay and 
Pensions. Periodical payments can be made on behalf of 
customers, and O verseas business of every kind transacted . 
T he services of the Executor and Trustee Department are 
also available. Arrangements can be made to cash cheques 
a t any of the Bank's Branches and Agencies at home 
and abroad. 
The Manager will be glad to describe in fu ller detail the 
services and facili ties of the Bank to any Officer who 
desires to open an account. 

LLOYDS BANK 
LIMITED 

(COX ' S & KING'S BRANCH) 

ARMY & ROYAL AIR FORCE AGENTS, 6, Pall Mall, S.W.l 

Offices at or mar all Amry and Royal Air Force ~ 
centres in England and Wales. 

lb77 

WUI our Readers please support them In return ? 

......... THE SIGNAL$ ASSOCIAnON OF THE ROYAL CORPS OF 
.... i., f ~ ,:,:0 L!"VIC! PUIUCATIONS, LTD., 67'68 Je.!';..NA~~1~8 St~cc~~-=·• Sq:;r~ Lon5doWn, S.W.1 . (Telephone Victoria 9194) 

• ''"·• "-'>• House Norfolk s- • n on, . .1. 
~ L1D., '7161 ~ 5-, St. J.!:;~°"~·C.2, and "Ob .. rver" Buildings, Hastings, Advertl .. menl Agent11 

• on, S.W.I. (Telephone Whitehell 2504). 
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M ll .. ITARY T AILORS A N D O UTFITTERS 

The Royal Marines 

By Appointment to 

The Glou~stersh ire Re~iment 
The Worcestershire Regiment 
The East Surrey Regiment 
The D uke of Cornwall's Light 

The King's Own Yorkshire Li11ht 
Infantry 

The King's Shropshire Light Infantry 
The Middlesex Re~ment 
The Wiltshire Regiment 

The Royal Armoured Corps 
The Royal Tank Regiment 
The Royal Artillery 
The Royal Engineers 
The Royal Signals 
The Royal Scots 

Infantry 
The Duke of Wellington's Regiment 
The Border Regiment 
The Royal Sussex Regiment 

The Manchester Regiment 
The North Staffordshire Regiment 
The York & Lancaster Regiment 
The Durham Light Infantry 

The Queen' s Royal Regiment 
The King's Own Royal Regiment 
The Royal Northumberland Fusiliers 
The Royal Warwickshire Regiment 
The King' s Regiment 

The Royal Hampshire Regiment 
The South Staffordshire Regiment 
The Dorsetshire Regiment 

The Royal Ulster R ifles 
The Rifle Brigade 
The Royal Army Service Corps 
The Royal Army Medical Corps 
The Royal Army Ordnance Corps 
The Royal Army Educational Corps 
The Royal Army Dental Corps 

The Devonshire Regiment 
The Suffolk Regiment 

The Welch Regiment 
The Essex Regiment 
The Sherwood Foresters 
The Loyal Regiment 

The Intelligence Co~s The Somerset Light Infantry 
The East Yorkshire Regiment 
The Bedfordshire and Hertfordshiro 

Regiment 
The Royal Leicestershire Regiment 

The Northamptonshire Regiment 
The Royal Berkshire Regiment 
The Queen's Own Royal West Kent 

Regiment 

The Reconnaissance Corps 
The Indian Army 

The Signal is ~ 
JACKSONS! 

(Not daiminK 10 be lhe only bu1chers, but neverthelen
one of lhe best) 

Beef and Pork Butchers 
Grocers and Game Dealers 

63/64 & 66 Skinne r ga te, Darlington 
' PHONE 2955 (2 lines) 

Branches at : Auckland Rd., Cockerton; 122 Salisbury Terrace 
and 63 Eastbourne Rd., Darlington. 

For over lhJrty years delivered tn Catterick Camp 

H.JeFRAQUET 

l Who l ts ale and Retail l 
TOBACCONIST ______ ______, 

KICBM8NB • YORKS 

Phone 2362 
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READY TO WEAR 
UNIFORMS 

complete with rank and ribbons 

m a few hours. Good stocks of 

Regimental Ties. 

SERVICE TAILORS FOR OVER 60 YEARS 

MOSS BROS 
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T HE C OM PLETE MAN'S STORE 
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Temple Bar 4477 

Branches at Aldershot. Bournemouth, Bri•tol, Camberley, Manchester, 
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V o l ume 2 New Series No. 5 

PRICE1 ONE SHILLING 

A YEAR ago, in the May, 1947, issue of THE WIRE, we let off a puff of 
steam generated by the impact of the Budget upon an Editor almost 

boiling with exasperation at the paucity of pictures to enliven the pages 
of the magazine. This appeal to readers for contributions had some effect, 
and for a while matters improved, but from whatever cause-numerous 
releases or just short memories-the situation regarding good copy has 
again become one which fills the office with gloom (helped, we admit, by 
another Budget! ) . 

Pictures are important, but their scarcity is not the only worry. Well
written articles, stories and topical reports are all essential if the paper is 
not to die from an unbalanced diet, so we once again exhort YOU to 
examine your conscience concerning unused talent, and not to consider 
your duty towards the Corps Magazine to be completely discharged by the 
monthly despatch of a list of goings and comings in the Unit. 

Some contributors have been very loyal in their regular literary and 
artistic support over many months, and we are most grateful for their work. 
Similarly, certain Units have produced a good number of individual con
tributors - one Regiment found five within its ranks - due possibly to 
personal interest taken by the commanding officers. 

We have received some complaints that notes are not always published. 
This we admit with regret, but it is not possible to include every con
tributing Unit in every issue. We do try, however, to give everyone a 
fair share by turns, although the quality and interest-value must also weigh 
in deciding what items merit publication. 

* * * 
So that's the way it is, and we hope our readers will allow Spring to 

inspire them in literary vein, in addition to any other directions in which 
it may bid their fancy lightly turn. 

N OTICES 

Married ex-P.O.W. British Officers or ex-Officers of the rank of Captain 
and below, with one child or more, in Indian Army or attached, who served 
in India or S.E.A.L.F., are granted special allowance w.e.f. 1st November, 1944, 
for the period of their captivity. Indian Army Officers should write to the 
Commonwealth Relations Office, 28 King's Road, Chelsea, S.W.3; attached 
British Officers should write to the Officer in Charge, Officers' Accounts, 
Stockport Road, Manchester. Next of kin of deceased officers should write as 

above. 
* * * 

A kind thought on the part of the wives of the officers of the Royal 
Canadian Signals has resulted in the arrival in this country from Kingston, 
Ontario, of gifts of food and clothing for Royal Signals families. In these 
days of austerity the addition of succulent extras is very welcome, and several 



mother of gr wing famili have had some of their coupon 
problems solved, and ha ·e been able to add a welcome variety 
to their diet . Our grateful thanks are sent to these ladies 
for their generou gifts, and perhap' even more for the 
thought which prompted them. 

* * * 
BOUND VOLUMES OF " THE ~· IRE" 

PrO\·ision has been made for a limited number of bound 
,·olumes of THE WIRE-the first volume will comprise 
fourteen numbers of the magazine--November, 1946, to 
December, 1947. Full cloth, thread sewn, with lettering in 
gold on the front and spine. Cost 30s. per volume, 
including po tage in the UK. 

Application with remittance to the General Secretary, 
Royal ignals Association 88 Eccleston Square, London, 

.W.l. 

PERSONAL' 

Squadron Sergeant-Major Pitt, of 2nd Infantry Divi
sional Signal Regiment, Hilden, B.A.0.R., would like to 
hear from R.S.M. " Dusty" Miller and R.Q.M.S. " Doc" 
Sinclair of Malaya fame. 

* * * 
Lieutenant (Q.M.) L. Bosher, of Singapore District 

Signal Regiment, c/o G.P.0., Singapore, Malaya, would 
like to hear from any ex-members of No. 4 Company, 2nd 
Air Formation Signals. 

* * * 
J. T. Appleby, of 6 Moulton Avenue, Bedford, wishes to 

know the whereabouts of "Ginger" Saunders-ex-Boys' 
Squadron. 

Ro Ille Stations 

ROYAL SIGNALS O.C.T.1J. 

April 
There were two Pass Off Parades during March. Course 

194b passed off on 9th March, when Major-General Si,r 
Hubert E. Rance, K.C.M.G., C.B., C.B.E., took the salllte, 
Officer-Cadet R. 0. Watson, the Senior Under Officer 
received the Commandant's Cane. ' 

On 25th March, Course 195 passed off. On this occasion 
the salute was taken by Brigadier F. S. Straight, c.B.E., 
M.C., Commandant, School of Signals. The Commandant's 
Cane was awarded to Officer-Cadet D. H. Ford, the Senior 
Under Officer. 

_With the advent of spring, the gipsy in us has been 
stunulated and a general restlessness is in evidence in all 
parts of the l!nit . . Old r_oots are being tom up and much 
a~ulated litter is findmg its way into salvage. A con
siderable number of changes are due to take place in the 
near tunn:e. Already Nos. 1 and 2 Cadet Squadrons have 
bee~ _abolished, and with their disappearance, the Officer 
Trammg Squadron, commanded by Major H. Worrall has 
come into being. Major J. H. St. G. Hamersley, who ~om
manded No. 2 Cadet Squadron has been appointed Chief 
Instructor to t:11e Officer Training Squadron. 

The followmg are welcomed into the Unit Captain 
R: T. M. Sharpe, Captain J. B. S. Brabham: Second
L1eutenant G. Davies, Q.M.S.I. Richards, A.P.T.C., and 
C.~.M.I. Lennox, f\.P.T.C. We hope that they will enjoy 
their tour.of duty with us. Captain Brabham is no stranger 
~o Catteric:k, nor to the 0.C.T.U. His father was an 
instructor m the Unit during the early war years. 

The departures include Lieutenants A H . Graham and 
F. B. James, CorI?Oral W. Callegari on release, Captain 
M. D. Scott.to Baste O.C.T.U., Captain M. D. Leatherland 
to. West Afnca, and Sergt. Holdaway to Kabul. Our best 
wishes to you all. 

Congratulations. Our congratulations to Major J H St 
G. Hamersley on the birth of a son, Hugh Richard.· · · 

Gar:ison Miniature Rifle Shoot. Our Miniature Rifle 
Shootmg team, under the captaincy of Captain D s A 
Hutley, G.~., s~l 1!18intains its unbroken run of sue~~ i~ 
the Cattenck District League. 

The results for February have just been published and 
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show that our team, having won all eleven matches fired 
has a l~d of six points. The team won the highest aggre: 
gate pnze for January and for February. Individual 
honours for the two months are as follows : -

January-Money prize and medal to Officer-Cadet 
Hanson for the highest score of 98.' During February, 
Officer-Cadets Hanson and Levett won the runners-up 
prizes, each scoring 98.7. · 
. Whil~t the official_ results for March have yet to be pub

lished, 1t can be SSJd that the team has again won all its 
matches. 

With only 138 Cadets in the O.C.T.U. from which to 
maintain a team of eight, the results speak well for the 
enthusiasm of the club members and for the fitness of the 
0 .C.T.U. as a whole. 

Mountaineering Club. The club members had two out
ings during March. On the 13th, seven members of the 
Club spent the week-end in the Lake District. Langdale 
was the rendezvous, and on the way out two members, 
Jones and Lewes, left the party to climb Middle Fell 
Buttress. This was in the nature of a reconnaisance as 
Jones was to _lead one of the parties in the climb next day. 
The reconna1sance was a success and next morning six 
m~mbers left base at about 0945 hours. The administrative 
tail was not neglected; the camp chores having been 
attended to, Officer-Cadet Simple took the two drivers for 
a scramble ~p Lingmoor Fell (1,400 ft. ). 

The mam party reached the base of Middle Fell 
~uttress (1,~00 ft.) at about 10~5 I:ours, where the climbers, 
m order to _mcrea~e speed. of clim~m_g, and to give everyone 
m?re expei:ence m ~laymg, split mto two parties. The 
climb was m three pitches, all moderate and difficult and 
the top was reached at about 1230 hours. ' 

!he party then went on to scramble across Harrison 
Stickle (2,401 ft.) to Stickle Tarn, where a well-earned 
lunch and rest were most appreciated. 

After lunch the party proceeded on around the Tarn to 
the base of Pavey Ark (1,700 ft.). The first 300 ft. of 
Pa".'ey Ark w~re climed individually, on reaching Ginns 
Chimney, Lewis an?. Jones took the lead on a climb which 
p~oved to be very tmng, the final stages of which were very 
difficult and moderately exposed. 

All the I?arty reached the top (2,351 ft.) and after a rest 
the return J01;1171ey was commenced. And so, under perfect 
~eather cond1t1ons, ended an interesting week-end of climb
mg. 
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Sunday 21st March, saw the members at Almscliffe 
where, under difficult conditions, four practice climbs were 
made. The strong, gusty wind made hard going of the 
climbing, chiselling and rope technique being very difficult. 
It is hoped to produce some action pictures in the near 
future, the problem lies in the difficulty of finding a member 
who is both a camera man and a climber. 

Rugby. Owing to the withdrawal of 1 Training Regiment 
and 33 P.T.C. from the Northern Command Rugby Cup 
Competition, our Rugger XV went through to the final and 
on 24th March met S.M.E. Ripon to decide who should 
hold the cup for the year. Our team lost the toss and were 
faced with a fairly strong wind and sun. After arout ten 
minutes play we were five points to the good. The S.M.E. 
retaliated by scodng a dropped goal and a goal, making the 
half-time score 9 points to 5 in favour of S.M.E. In spite 
of the score we were still optimistic and the team, 
inspired by the brilliant play of Glyn Davies, felt that they 
were on top. About half way through the second half the 
S.M.E. started an all out rally and caught our men off 
balance to run out winners by the comfortable margin of 21 
points to 10. 

Soccer. There were two League I matches played, both 
of which we won, beating Yorkshire and Northumbrian 
Brigade by 4-3 and 7 Queens Own Hussars by 3-2. 

In League II we were well and truly trounced by 8 Royal 
Tank Regiment to the tune of 7--0. 

Hockey. With the improvement in the weather has 
come an increase in the number of hockey games played. 
In the matches played ·in the Catterick District 
Hockey League we gained full points. On the 3rd March 
our hockey team travelled to Tholthorpe where 5 Training 
Regiment are embedded, and after a hard fought game, with 
play fluctuating from end to end, Captain Brabham 
obtained the goal which gave us the honours. Our thanks 
to our hosts for the welcome extended to our team and for 
the enjoyable game. 

In the game against 4 Training Regiment we were with
out the services of Officer-Cadet Ashworth, a Corps and 
District player who was absent through boxing injuries. 
We were fortunate to win by the only goal scored, again by 
Captain Brabham. Once again, versus 3 Training Regiment, 
we owed our win to a flick by this hard working inside for-

· ward mid-way through the second half of the game. The 
game never lacked dash, and time after time, merely Dame 
Fortune and Sergeant Gorton (our first season goalkeeper) 
prevented the opposition from taking the lead. 

STUDENT DOODLES-I 

A MEGOHM A MICROHM 
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In addition to these league games the usual scratch 
games in the way of training and talent spotting, have b:!en 
played. One game worthy of mention was that. bet~een 
the Cadet Squadrons and H.Q. Squadron, resultmg m a 
2-1 win for the latter. This game saw many "old 
stagers" wielding the stick, among whom were S.S.M. 
Craig, Sergeants Winter and Holland. 

Cross-Country Running. The final run in the Catterick 
District Cross-Country League took place on 17th March 
and resulted in a win for our pack with a total of 265 
points. Officer-Cadets Witelegge and Selby finished fourth 
and fifth respectively. 

Badminton. The Unit was represented in the final of the 
Men's Regimental Doubles in the District Badminton 
Championships by Officer-Cadets Oxley and T~rner. 
Though our pair 19st the match by two games to one, 1_t was 
well contested, reaching a score of game all and th1rt(!en 
points to eight in their favour before their opponents took 
the initiative md won by game-thirteen. 

No. 3 TRAIN"ING REGIMENT 

April 

At the time of going to press this Regiment is beginning 
to aet an idea of what it is like at Blackpool on Bank 
HoLlday. The Unit lines are thronged with strangers look
ing for a place to sleep. So far we are able to report that 
there is no mass camping out on the moors. One Squadron 
Sergeant-Major was seen casting long~g ~y~s at _the lawn 
in front of the Sandhurst Block, but his evil mtentions were 
frustrated by the discovery of a few more beds in stor~ and 
some doubling up on the R.E.'s figures for the capacity of 
the barrack rooms and the misappropriation of some of the 
sitting rooms. . . 

All this means that we have received the first mtake from 
our neighbours of No. 7 Selection Regiment together wit:11 
the last of the intakes from the old P.T.C.s. We are a bit 
crushed but we welcome them all to the fold and if some of 
them are finding the accommodation not quite up to r:iod~ 
standards at least it could be a lot worse, and 1t will 
certainly 'improve as they settle. in. Looking round the 
swollen ranks, a very junior member of the Cadre v:as heard 
to remark, " It looks as if our export target ~as mcreased 
again "--out of the mouths of babes and sucklings .. ... . 

One of the outstanding events of the month was a viSJt 
by the Corps Band on 24th March. ~ orchestral CO?<:ttt 
of light and c19ssii;al music, played m _the 0.R.s Dmmg 
Hall during tea, was very much appreoated b)'. all rank~. 
The solo numbers in particular bemg well received. It ~s 
hoped that the Director of Mus~c will be able to repeat this 
very welcome visit whenever their programme perm_its. . 

The sports programme has been rather curtatled this 
month partly due to some bad weath~ and latterly. to the 
Easter break. Our latest meeting with our old rivals 5 
Training Regiment in the final eliminator o~ t.he Cmn-!"°and 
Cup resulted in a 6--5 vic_tory for 5 Trammg Regime~t 
after extra time. By the ume the next notes are d~e 1t 
should be possible to make a complete survey of t~e wmt~r 
sports activities. Already " sunny events are ca~ung ~heir 
shadows before them "-we hope. The officer i/c cn ket 
has started the annual search for talent, whilst the P.T. 
wallahs are seeking new field to mark out for fiel? and 
track events. All that is required i th co-operation of 
the weather department. If the weather clerk checks up on 
his last year's files we will not be quite satisfied, and look 
forward to a pleasant summer season. 

March has seen the usual quota of coming and goings 
in the Regiment. Major N. de la P. Tate has taken up the 
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Chief Instructor' reins, relea ing Maj r Kelly to take over 
No. 1 Squadron. Major . J. Williams has joined H.Q. 

quadron and is in process of taking over P.R.!. Captain 
R. H. Stewart, econd-Lieutenant T. A. Payling and 

econd-Lieutenant A. C. R. Race have joined No. 2 
quadron. Captain F. X. Weitz has joined No. 3 
quadron. Captain W. Dermit has left 3 Squadron and 

taken over the duties of Adjutant. The Sergeants' Mess 
have said farewell to S.S.M. Richardson (ex 3 Squadron 
and recruiting tour) and Sergeant (Pip) Morris our erst
while O.R.S. Both have taken appointments with the T.A., 
the former at Rugby and the latter in the wilds of Scotland. 

N o . 4 TRAINING REGIMENT 

April 
On Tuesday, 16th March, 1948, a ceremonial parade was 

held at which Brigadier W. C. V. Galwey, O.B.E., M.C., 
Commandant, Signal Training Centre, carried out an 
inspection of patential officers and took the salute. The 
Corps Band, just returned from a long overseas tour, was 
in attend'.mce. The photograph below shows the parade 
pJssing the saluting base. 

Officers' Mess. We have had one good party in the Mess 
during the last month to mark the departure of Major C. E. 
Storey. He has left us for Germany, and we wish him all 
the best. 

There have been three new arrivals whom we should like 
to welcome; they are Major J . W. Eagle, M.B.E., our new 
Chief Instructor, Lieutenant MacFadgen and Second
Lieutenant F. A. C. Smith. 

Warr~nt Officers' and Sergeants' Mess. It's been a quiet 
month m the Mess as regards entertainments. Apart from 
one or two farewell parties, the highlight of the month was 
the St. Patrick's Night Dance; t his was a "roaring" 
success, and the Irish certainly upheld their tradition ably 
led ~y Sergeant " Paddy" O'Meare. A very pleasant games 
evenmg was spent at the 8th Royal T ank Regiment Mess 
and on their return visit to our Mess they managed to bea; 
us after a struggle at snooker and billiards, and in doing so 
knocked us out of the Garrison League. 
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We extend our heartiest congratulations to S.S.M . Wall; 
who was married on Saturday, 3rd April, 1948, and wish 
him and his wife all the luck in the world on their new 
adventure. Also our congratulations go to S.Q.M .S. "Pip " 
Pearson and Mrs. " Pip " on the addition to their family 
of a baby daughter. 

Among this month's pass-out to post-war civvy street are 
Sergeants Doug Sidebottom, Alf Raven, Tommy Austin, Bill 
Hitchings, Jimmy Ingles and Pete D arrington. We have 
also lost S.S.M. Bill Sinclair, who after completely re
organising 4 Squadron's training programme has finally got 
his long sought-after overseas posting. The Mess suffered 
a great loss when that well known Army International foot
baller, Sergeant Bill Smith, A.P.T .C., was posted to No. 7 
Selection Regiment. We wish him good luck in the future. 

The Mess members join me in congratulating Sergeants 
John Garbett, Jimmy Cameron, Les Bradey, "Nobby" 
Clark, Alf Reed, " Danny" Danials, Jimmy Archibald, 
"Bud" Berry and "Jock" (Cookie) McLoughlan on their 
recent promotion, and welcome them into the M ess-we're 
a queer lot but you'll soon get used to us. 

S.S.M.I. Cadwallender, A.P.T.C. joins the Mess in place 
of Bill Smith-welcome, "Muscles," and we hope you'll 
carry on the good work that Bill started. 

Entertainments. The activities of Catterick's· No. l Band, 
4 Training Regiment Dance Orchestra, under the able 
leadership of trumpeter Lance-Corporal Jimmy Venn, have 
been numerous during the past month. Each Sunday has 
witnessed a jovial crowd enjoying music for dancing as 
presented by a fourteen-piece orchestra, and the attendance 
is on the increase. The band is ever in demand throughout 
the Catterick area and many dances have been very suc
cessful on their appearance. 

A request programme, when a section of the orchestra is 
in attendance, has been organised, and troops in the camp 
are able to hear their favourite tunes at lunch time in the 

.A.A.F.I. 
.Covetous eyes are being cast in the direction of a cup 

bemg offered for the best variety show to be presented in 
the district. Artists and producing personnel are going 
" all out" to ensure we get it. Our effort will have its 
preview on Thursday, 15th April, 1948. 

"Duffieb1g," a record programme, organised and pre
sented by the Educational Staff, remains popular and is well 
supported 
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Left to right : General Sir Phil ip Christison , Bart. G.B .E .. C.B .. D.S.O .. M.C .. A.D.C. (General Officer . Commanding- i n·~hief, Scottish Command ~:..elat~: 
Waiting to H.R.H .. H.R.H. the Princess Royal . Junior-Commander L. Bowler, A.T .. S .. Subaltern ~· C. Firbank. A.T.S .. L1eut.-Colonel T. A. K. H ( 

mand in g Scattish Command Signal Regiment), and Maior T. Chambers 

SCOTTISH !COMMAND (M) SIGNAL REGDIENT 

March 

VISIT OF H .R.H. THE PRINCESS ROY AL, 
COLONEL-IN-CHIEF. The Unit was honoured on 25th 
February last by a visit of our Colonel-in-Chief, H.R.H. the 
Princess Royal. 

H .R.H., accompanied by the C.S .O., Scottish Command, 
Brigadier C. Knowles, c.B.E., and her car escorted by two 
D .R.s of the Unit, first journeyed out to Broomfield C'.:1mp, 
Davidsons Mains, where No. 2 Squadron, composed mostly 
of A.T.S., is detached. She was there received by the 
G.0.C.-in-C. Scottish Command, General Sir A. F . Philip 
Christison, Bt., K.B.E., c.B., n.s.o., M.C. On arrival the 
C.S.0. presented the Commanding Officer, Lieutemmt
Colonel T. A. K. Howe, to H.R.H., who in turn presented 
the Second-in-Command, Major T. Stibbs, M.B.E., and the 
officers of No. 2 Squadron. A complete tour of the camp 
followed. H.R.H. showed the greatest interest in every 
aspect of camp life, the hairdressing salon receiving p:ir
ticular notice. 

H.R.H. The Princess Royal continued her visit by pro
cee:iing to Regimental H.Q. at Fairmilehead Camp, where 
on arrival the C.0. presented the R.H.Q. and o. 1 

quadron Officers and Warrant Officers. Inspecting the 
c:imp, H.R.H. vi ited the Demonstration Room and Trans
mitter Sites, the N.A.A.F.I. Institute and the A.T.S. 
quarters. The Colonel-in-Chief was particularly impres.sed 
with the Library and Education Room, where an electncal 
quiz device held her interest for many minutes. 

Consequent on a very full programme, H .R.H. was only 
able to remain at the Headquarters for approximately one 
hour and after completing her tour proceeded for lunch to 
Dreghorn Barracks, H .Q. of the Lowland Brigade Train!ng 
Centre. The accompanying photograph was taken during 
the inspection of living accommodation. 
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WESTERN COMMAl\'D (M) SIGNAL 

REGDIENT 

March 

The Unit can be described nowadays as being in a very 
fluid state. On 1st April we shall officially cease to ~e a 
mixed Regiment, a step which is generally regretted. J uruor
Commmder Foster and Subaltern Bolton have already left 
us. Junior-Commander Foster has gone South to ~he 
London area and Subaltern Bolton to Salisbury, we wish 
them all the best of luck as we do Captain Newman who 
we are sorry to say is also leaving us. Captain Newman 
was a prisoner for four years in Greece and Germany and 
is now going back to B.A.0.R. 

The departure of the A.T.S. as a whole has been the 
occ:ision of farewell functions here. The Corporals' M~ 
gave a party in the gym on Monday, 18th March, .when 
the proceedings were well conducted by Corporal Robmson. 
The following Thursday it was the turn of the Serg.eants' 
Mess, and Friday, that of the Officers, on the whole 1t can 
fairly be considered a worthy send off. . 

In addition to the departure of the A.T .. , the Regiment 
has been further reshuffled by the formation of No .. 3 
Squadron. The new Squadron is commanded. by Maior 
Clarke, who recently joined us, and as yet con 1sts only of 
the new No. 130 Line Troop. 

Those who did not proceed on Easter Leave were here to 
welcome a course of 24 J.T.C. and A.C.F. personnel. 

They were here for ten days and should have learnt a 
great deal under Captain Hoar, Lieutenant Oakes and 
S.S.M. Mitchell. We hope that they enjoyed their stay at 
Blacon. 

Captain Hoar is one of the several officers who have 
arrived here during the last few weeks. The others arc 
Major Kingman, the new T .O.M., Second-Lieutenant Carr, 

(continued on page 131) 
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Interior of armoured car, showing operator work ing on 52 set 

T H E s T 0 R y 0 F 

•phanto-,n' 

THE name " Phantom" really dat_es back to the 
formation of No. 3 British Air Mission, the Air 

Liaison Mission to the Belgian General Staff, in November, 
1939. This Mission was commanded by Wing Commander 
J. M. Fainveather, D.F.C., R.A.F., and was designed to 
furnish the Commander of the British Air Forces in France 
(B.A.F.F.), Air Marshal Barratt, with the ground infor
mation necessary for the most expedient use of the forces 
under his command, particularly during the period between 
the German invasion of the Low Countries and the linking 
up of the British and French Forces with the Belgians on 
the Meuse Canal, Albert or Dyle positions. The code name 
of this Mission was " Phantom." 

In mid-November an Army Staff car arrived at Valen
ciennes where No. 3 Air Mission was training. It contained 
Lieutenant-Colonel G. F. Hopkinson, M.C., North Staf
fordshires, his bltman, one clerk and a driver. The car 
had come from Vincennes, where the " Hopkinson 
Mission," as it came to be called, had split itself off from 
the Howard Vyse Mission to General Gamelin. Lieutenant
Colonel Hopkinson had been posted to No. 3 Air Mission 
as a "military observer" under Wing Commander Fair
weather. It would be difficult for anyone who had ever 
known " Hoppy " to imagine him remaining an observer 
tor _long. Both " Fairy " and " Hoppy " were quick to 
realise that much of the information that Air Marshal 
Barr~tt would require in battle would not be available at 
Belgian. Grand Quarrier General (G.Q.G.) and could only 
be obtamed through ground reconnaissance. 

The War Office accordingly agreed to the formation of 
a mixed Unit commanded by Lieutenant-Colonel Hop-

IJO 

kinson, which was to work under the orders of Wing 
Commander Fairweather and supplement the information 
the latter obtained from Belgian G.Q.G. When the forces 
of the Hopkinson Mission began to be mustered at 
Valenciennes the name of Phantom was adopted as the 
code-name for the combined missions, and the Hopkiason 
Mission, for the first time, sewed on their tunics a white 
" P " on a black ground. The organisation grew in size 
and scope, and in its final form it consisted of fifteen 
officers and 110 other ranks, and comprised Mission Head
quarters with "Hoppy," a G.S.0.2 and a G.S.0.3 and a 
subaltern administrative officer; the "Phantom Squadron" 
(commanded by Captain J. A. Warre, 12th Lancers) con
sisted of two Troops of armoured cars fitted with No. 11 
wireless sets, and a Motor-Cycle Platoon, picked motor
cyclists from the Queen Victoria Rifles, commanded by 
Second-Lieutenant J. A. T. Morgan; . an Intelligence 
Section (commanded by Captain J. S. Collings, 5th Innis
killing Dragoon Guards) of six subalterns and six junior 
N.C.O.s, all French-speaking and mounted on motor
cycles; lastly a Wireless Section of two No. 9 and two No. 
11 sets manned by Royal Signals personnel. 

In the course of development and training in France a 
secondary role was given to the Hopkinson Mission that 
of supplying G.H.Q., B.E.F., with the same infor~ation 
as was provided for A.C.A.B. (Allied Central Air Bureau). 
This commitment, undertaken in an effort to "winkle" extra 
wir~less equipment out of G.H.Q., was perhaps the foun
dation stone of modem " Phantom," an information service 
for the Army by the Anny. 

The Mission continued to train on wireless movement, 
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Army organisation, and messag_e writ.mg, and wa~ able to 
give a very good account of itself m the chaotic events 
that led up to the evacuation at Dunkirk. 

When the German Army commenced that series of 
lightning armoured thrusts and all-powerful advance that 
taught the world the meaning of the word . " Bl~tzkrieg," 
and crushed the Armies of France and Belgium m a few 
weeks of agony, the value of the newly-for.med Phantom 
patrols began to show in earnest. As the All~es. were forced 
to retreat, and formations cut off, the existing plan of 
communications suffered badly. · 

The highly mobile Phantom organisation was fully tested 
in a series of moves within a few hours, yet the fl.ow of 
information continued. 

Phantom liaison officers worked closely with the staffs 
of the various headquarters, and the armoured car Patrols 
kept the wireless communications going to report the pro
gress of the battle on the British, French and Belgian fronts 
to the C.-in-C. 

But the situation grew more and more hopeless and the 
retreat continued until the B.E.F. was ordered to evacuate. 

Towards the end, the Hopkinson Mission provided an 
escort for the C.-in-C. during the moves of G.H.Q. to the 
ports, and finally helped in the defence of the beaches at 
La Panne. 

On 30th May they were relieved of this task by the 12th 
Lancers and prepared for evacuation. . . . 

In the early hours of 31st May the Hopkmson MJssion 
left Ostend for England. 

By a great misfortune, the whole of No. 3 Air Mission, 
including Wing Commander Fairweather, the S:.O., were 
lost when their ship was torpedoed by an E-boat JUSt off the 
Belgian Coast. . 

From June till October, 1940, Phantom was rebuilt and 
re-organised under its "founder and father," Colonel 9· F. 

' Hopkinson, to whose genius and drive the new Regiment 
owed its very existence. 

Unorthodox and farseeing," Hoppy" searched everywhere 
in the Army for the men and equipment he wanted for 
Phantom. Armoured cars from the 12th Lancers, m n from 
the K.R.R.C. and Royal Signals formed the nucleus of the 
Regiment, whose H.Q. was at Richmond Hill, Surrey. 

By the Spring of 1941 there were eight Groups or Squad
rons in the Regiment, known as Group "A," Group ''. B/' 
etc., each allotted a task in the expected battle for Br!lam 
around the coasts. 

The same Spring, also, two Squadrons were sent overs~s. 
" G" Squadron to Northern Ireland to be on the spot m 
the event of an invasion of Eire, and " H " Squadron to 
Greece to be plunged almost immediately into a hopeless 
struggle that ended with the remnants of the Squadron 
reforming in North Africa, where it gradually lost touch 
with R.H.Q. 

In 1941 "Hoppy" left Phantom to join Airborne Forces, 
as did Major Hugh Kindersly - then Second-in-Command. 
" Hoppy" finally commanded the l~t !\irborne Division and 
was killed in action when the DivlSlon spearheaded the 
attack on Italy in 1943. 

His death was a great blow not only to Phantom but to 
the whole of the Army. 

In 1942 two Squadrons were sent to North Africa to W?rk 
with the First Army, during the invasions of North Africa, 
Sicily and Italy. 

So far, however, Phantom had not been used completely 
as its crearor intended, and it fell to Colonel A. H. 
Mcintosh who commanded the Regiment in the North
west Eur~pe Campaign, to organise the all-out effort of the 
Regiment for the final phase in the liberation of Europe and 
the defeat of Germany. 

This was done to such good effect that shortly after 
D-Day in Normandy there was a Phantom patrol with each 

(continued on page 152) 
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JJome Stations (continued from page 129) 
Second-Lieutenant Pratt, Second-Lieutenant Sutherland and 
Second-Lieutenant Couzens. 

Another interesting arrival is Lance-Corporal Barrett, t~e 
R.S.M.'s brother, we trust that Lance-Corporal Barrett will 
maintain the high standards of his distinguished bro~her. 

We were strongly represented at the G~and Nauonal _at 
Aintree this year. Lieutenant-Colonel Boileau and family 
joined the G .0.C. on his barge at Beeche~s Brook. 
Captain Mead and Sergeant Matthews were also m attend
ance to deal with the Signals aspect of the arran~ements ! 
Sergeant Matthews, however, did not con_fine himself to 
wireless and reports state that he had an _mdece~tlY_ large 
sum on Sheila's Cottage " to win." What JS certam JS that 
he has not been seen since! Junior-Commander Nalder won 
the Officers' Mess sweep. 

Stop Press. It seems that it was Mrs. Matthews who had 
the money on Sheila's Cottage which, of course, as all 
married men will know is a different thing altogether ! 

Boxing. The Western Command Individual Boxing 
Championships held at Oswestry on Wednesday, 10th 
March, attracted quite a large crowd. . 

The unit was well represented by competitors a~d 
spectators. With the help of Maior Dixon and Captam 
Hayles transport was arranged to take the boys and girls to 
the show. . 

The only sad thing of the evening was when on amval 
at the gym we found that both Qf our men had been Beaten 
in the semi-finals. · 

Corporal Moorhouse met a man who hit with everything 
but the bucket. In spite of this he gave a very good acco~t 
of himself. I have it from a very reliable source that he is 
getting married soon and his boxing days are numbered. 

Lance-Corporal Dwan was also unfortunate to lose by a 
very narrow margin, but was so good that he was selected to 
fight for Western Command against the orthern. 

NORTH-WEST DISTRICT SIG AL TROOP. Since 
our last report our move to Barracks has commenced. This 
was scheduled to be completed by 8th March but through 
circumstances quite beyond our control we are all now half 
moved and in a state of suspended animation. However, 
we sleep in good quarters and feed well, and the little 
difficulties we experience are quite bearable, in view of these 
major comforts. 
. The last of the A.TS. have now left us and although we 
felt a little nervous of the H.Q. switchboard when left on 
our own for the first time, we have now complete confidence 
and latterly one or t\vo compliments from the staff have 
come our way for which we are duly grateful. 

Congratulations to Signalmen Bowers and Green, now 
both Lance-Corporals. It is with regret we note the 
departure of S.Q.M.S. Hughes for Squadron H.Q. How 
many of us owe him our thanks for dry feet, good clothes 
and good bedding. 

Frequent changes due to releases at our detachments at 
Liverpool and LongtOW? tend t? make life a lit~le d!ffic~t 
at times, but we are qwte convmced after a permd m this 
Troop that the Army thrives on difficulties. 

Well they come, they go, but somehow we still get by, 
though' how, we have never yet found out, and certainly 
dare not ask. L/ A/U/CORRESPONDENT 

No. S A.1\. GROlJP (lU) SIGNAL HEGDIENT 

April 

The most notable feature of last month was the closing 
down of the A.T.S. side of 13 and 17 Brigade Signal 
Troops. Tllis, of course, ga'(~ rise to a corresponding 
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in r se of A.T . . at H.Q. Accommo·1ation was an 
awk\.\ rd problem, but after a united eff 1 ! some sort o f 
·ati facti n wa achieved. 

It wa during these moves that the spirir of pring was 
first di covered. For moving about rhe unit lines wen! 
trailers and b:irrow full to the brim with srone and being 
pu hed along as cheerfully as a load of " loor." Needless 
to ay the gardens suffered a certain amount of damag 
which I've no doubt will be effectively repaired before many 
more week are gone. 

In order to make our horticultural show as good as pos-
ible, a parry of able-bodied men left camp early one morn

ing to take advantage of a vacated P.0.W. camp's gardens. 
The results of their endeavour will be seen in a few more 
months when it is hoped rbat the gardens will be the best in 
the districr. 

Once more a change has taken place in the educational 
programme and our reachers and students now devote Tues
day of each week to the inner mysteries of the Army's 
Education~! Sc~eme. It is on this day that the camp is 
shrouded m a s1Jcence befitting our leading universitie and 
has now become known--on Tuesday only- as " Thulston 
Academy." 
~ster leave was taken by the great majority of people 

leavmg behind only the minimum of staff. These I fear had 
not a very enjoyable time, for the .A.AF.I. decided to 
decorate, and was placed " Out of Bounds " on the day of 
d~par;ure of the crowd. The. weather, however, was most 
kmd and some of the Jeft-Oehmds were seen to indulge in 
a spot of sun-bathing. 

This month we welcome amongst us C.S.M. F. Pavev 
and S.Q.M.S. R. Routledge, both from Pocklin1rton. It (s 
hop<:<f that . their efforts in M .T. and Barrack 

0

Stores res
pectively will be appreciated and successful. 

Spring is in the air? Anyway, it's around and now we 
Tee?rd the l~ngest list to date of the marriages rhat are 
taking place m . the near future. Congratulations to them 
all, and the Urut as a whole hopes that their new life will 
be happy: Corporal Bailey, A.T.S ., Lance-Corporal Mason, 
A.!.S., Pte. Parkhouse, A.T.S . and Driver Giles both of 
this camp, who are being wed in the local church'. 

Soccer. During the past month we have striven in vain 
to produc:e a balanced side, but have met with no success 
and our hst of defeats is growing much too rapidly for th~ 
good . moral~ of the side. Despite our defeats, D r iver 
McMillan, S1~nalmen McKenzie and Steel work bard in the ' 
hope that their labours may one day meet With success. 

Completed programme of the last few weeks : 
Thulston United Lost 3-6 
5 A.A. Group H.Q. Lost 3-7 
Thulston United Won 3-2 
R.E.M.E. Castle D~nnington Lost 3-8 

Hockey. (Mixed). With . the arrival and inclusion of 
Second-Lieutenant Melford m the hockey team, great events 
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have taken place for the side has won a further two games. 
O nce mor-. we have to thank the A.T.S . for coming for

ward and making a game which would otherwise have been 
cancelled. 

I 

R.A.0 .C., Chilwell 
R.A.0 .C., Chilwell 

Won 2-0 
Won 3- 2 

P .E.D. 

N'ORTDERN IRELAND DISTRICT (lU) 
SIGNAL SQUADRON 

April 

Entertainments have once again been a m ain feature of 
the last month's activities. The "Nidwits," under the 
directorship o f Major George Bayliss, put on another show 
during March, which once again proved popular, in fact it 
was a great success, being thoroughly enjoyed by all. The 
usual faces once more appeared in the show; • and 
Corporal Ray Campbell (who has since left the fold for 
"~ivvy Street " ) as compere, greatly assisted by Second
L1eutenant Dudley George in short sketches, proved as 
popular as ever. .Thanks .for the laughs. The glamour part 
o~ the ~how was m the girls of the chorus, who once again 
did their stuff. Thanks to Sergeant Mary Senior for the 
bard work put in, training the girls. 

Hearts have certainly been beating overtime as we offer 
congratulations to Private Jean Holmes and Corporal Bob 
Hubbard, who have decided to become Mr. and Mrs. We 
certainly wish you all the best of luck and happiness Bob 
and Jean, on your venture of m arried life. Also Bob, every 
success on _rhe course, on the termination of your leave. 
Congratulauons are also extended to Private Edna Doherty 
and Corporal ~ill Forrester, on tying the first loop of the 
knot by becorrung engaged. It appears the Unit Orderly 
Room always has volunteers for Duty Clerks ! 

In _tlie field of sport, hockey seems the main thought as 
the girls of the urut are concentrating in readiness for the 
A.T.S . Hockey Tournament in York. A few of the 
energetic on.es can be seen in the early hours of the morning 
on the playmg field, or are they mushrooming? 
~he Orderly Room has another change in faces by the 

arnval of S:S .M . Denehy, who came from Cyrenaica, to 
w~oll?- we .. w1s~ ~~e best of luck during his stay with us, on 
~e~evmg Sp1v Sergeant Joe Dickinson, who has left to 
JOJO ~he Burma Mission. Best of luck, Joe, on your new 
appomtment. . 

We have lost a few familiar faces this last month as 
Demob has been calling and hasn't gone unanswered ~ith 
our latest losses to . " Civvy Street" is Corporai Ray 
Campbe~, for;;ier wnter. of these notes, who decided to 
become Mr. once agam.. We shall certainly miss Ray's 
c?eerful comp~ny, as he did much for the entertainments 
side of the U°;1t. Here's wishing you all the best and every 
success, Ray, m your new sphere of life, also to all other 
N.l.D. Wallahs, departed from our fold . · 

Weekly e!lterta~nments still go strong with the ever 
pop~lar .whist drives and dances. Badminton and table 
tenms still show their popularity as indoor games by the 
keen ~ttenda~ces of an evening. Several games h~ve been 
orgamsed, with outside teams, and up to the moment 
honours have been even. T he football team this last month 
has playe? t hree matches with the varied results of winning 
2 and losmg 1. 
T~s i~ about all. ~he gen for now, and as it is my first 

~ontnbutJon of _wntmg these Wire N otes for N.I.D., this 
is Sergeant Eddie Morey wishing all r eaders the very best 
of. luck ev~ywhere, and all ex 9 Indian Division, who may 
sull be gomg strong. 

E.F .M . 
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British ArDly of -the Rhine 

S.X. Branch Staff, March, 1948. Front row, seated (left to r ight ): Major E. Turner. Lieut .• Colonel J. E. S. Sanders, Colonel A. E. Morrison , 0 .8 .E., 
Brigadier W . H. G. Rogers, C.B.E., Lieut.-Calonel A. J. Kedd ie, Major H. 'IN . Lowe, Major C. W. Fountain, M.B.E. Second row (left to right ) : Sergeant 
C. T. Dunkley, W .O . I. L. Partridge, Captain G. A. Madden . M.B.E. , Captain E. J. Bardell, Captain R. H. Har mer, Captain J. G. James. M.C. , Capta in R. V. 
Pearce. M.B.E., Capta in J. S. Dale, W .O . II W . Graham, Sergeant G. A. Steven. Third row ( left to ri ght) : Lance-Corpcral R. Cook, Signalman P. J. Cheshire. 
Signalman J. Wood , Signalman J. A. Reeves , Private K. J. Pepper, Signalman G. Y. Rose,. Lance-Corporal A. Cook, Signa lman J. B. Jc;hnson, Sergeant A. R. 
Lampert, Corporal M. Philli ps, Corpora l P. E. Fletcher, Lance·Corpc.ral A. McQuater. Signalman K. Rayner, Signa lman S. Clark, Driver J. Lapsley, 

Private V. S. Newton 

2nd INFANTRY DIVISIONAL SIGNAL REGIMENT 

Hilden 
April 

This month saw the commencement of Troop T raining 
within the Regiment and with H.Q. 2 Division. Day exer
cises have been held to practice convoy driving and harbour
ing of vehicles on arrival at the area set up and in which 
the H.Q. of 2 Division work. These exercises to date have 
proved quite successful, and with the rough corners knocked 
off the Regiment will without doubt acquit itself well, 
and give of its best in the forthcoming Divisional and Army 
Exercises which are being held in B.A.O.R. this year. 

On Wednesday, 24th March, the Regiment met 10 Com
pany, R.A.S.C., in the third part of the first round of the 
Inter-Service Knock-out Quiz Competition organi ed by 
B.F .N., this being the final round in 2 Division and decid
ing who should go forward to the quarter finals of B.A.0.R. 

The contest was relayed from Jimmy's Club and 10 
Company, R.A.S.C., ran out the winners after a very e.xcit
ing struggle, by 29 points to 2H points. Before zero hour, 
Jimmy's Club was crowded with spectators, who were 
entertained by Captain M itchell-Taylor (Major Clueless) 
with some stories, and then gave a brief outline of the quiz 
itself. Captain K. Foster, of W elfare, 2 D ivision, officiated 
as score keeper and gong master. 

Questions ranged from general knowledge-through music 
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in all its forms-literature, history and geography-until in 
the last round the " Quickies " were reached. 

The contest throughout, especially the first three rounds, 
was very close with both teams giving of their best. Corporal 
Fundrey, the team Captain of the Regiment, during this 
period, saved the team many points by stepping into the 
breach and answering the questions asked by the Quiz 
Master. 

The Quiz was most exciting and enjoyable-altogether a 
grand evening's entertainment for the spectators who were 
present. 

On 24th and 25th March, the Regiment was visited by 
the Chief ignal Officer, Rhine Army, Brigadier W. H. G. _ 
Rogers, c .B.E., Royal Signals. The C.S.O. visited the Quiz 
Competition held in Jimmy's Club on Wednesday evening 
24th March. Before going to the Quiz, the C.S.0. met and 
was introduced to the Officers of Regiment and the wives 
of the officers, who are stationed here in B.A.0.R. at a 
Cocktail- Party held by the Commanding Officer, Lieutenant
Colonel A. B. McVittie, o.B.E., Royal Signals, and Mrs. 
McVittie in their bou e. 

The following day the Regiment was out on a Divi ional 
Exercise which the C.S.O. attended, and which he 
thoroughly enjoyed by all accounts. Anyway, sir you 
brought fine wearber with you, for which we were most 
grateful. 

Great interest is being .taken in the Aero Modelling Club 
recently formed within the Regiment. On Wednesday after
noons and week-ends the R.A. F . "types" gather together 
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like birds of a f~atber (Oh! Wizard prang) co stud the 
unpredi ted manreuvres of their models in the air, whilst 'on 
the;;e 'lme days the cynics of the Regiment gath~r on the 
"flying strip" to stud · the unpredict:xi manreuvres of the 

me R.A.F. " type ." 
Mention mu t be made of the experiments being carried 

out by ome of the ergeants of the Regiment on a Jet 
Engin . Though the designers refuse to broadcast the 
secrets of their invention, it is believed that the engine will 
be powered with oxy-acetylene. The finished design is 
awaited with keen expectancy by members of the Oub. · 

The aim of the Oub member is to encourage interest in 
this hobby within the Regiment, and if possible to organise 
competitive rallies with other Aero Clubs in B.A.0.R. 
Here's wishing all success in their venture. 

The Regiment extend a happy welcome to Captain and 
1rs. Steel Captain and Mrs. Allan, Captain (Tom) and 

Mr. Juniper, Captain (Q.M.) Parker and Captain 
\X'olfendale, and to all new arrivals who have joined the 
Regiment this month. 

This month saw the departure of Captain and Mrs. 
"Jerry" Pearse. Jerry bas been posted to the U.K. and 
the Regiment send him all good wishes for the future in his 
new station, wherever he may be posted to. Jerry, as he. was 
familiarly known, was Officer Commanding 4 Infantry 
Brigade Signal Troop which has now been taken over by 
Captain Wo!fendale who, by the way seems to have settled 
in to his new job ve.ry well. 

The garde.ns in the Regimental Lines are now beginning 
to look quite spring-like, and so far a good show of 
crocu es have appeared, which have been followed by the 
daffodils and tulips. These garde.ns make all the difference 
.in the world to the area around the Barrack Block. 

Troops have been allocated a plot of ground which is to 
be cultivated by them and used solely for the growing of 
vegetables to supplement the rations, issued to the cookhouse 
for the me.n's dining room. 

Warrant Officers' and Sergeants' Mess. A few changes 
have taken place during the past few weeks. S.Q.M.S. 
Beale to U.K. on Python, Sergeants McDonald and Burden 
have decided to renew acquaintance with Civvy Street, Mac 
will be sorely missed in Mess life for he was a first-class 
sec~etary and held the distinction of not having an obser
Yauon on the Mess accounts during his sixteen months as 
secretary. He will be also missed in the 406 Inspection Bay 
~vhere _he carried out and maintained a highly efficient 
mspect10n branch of the Regiment. Sergeant Burden 
promises to keep in touch on the Ham Band so here's to 
hearing more from Swanage. Sergeant Stebbing (L.A.D.) 
has taken up his new duties with the Royal Horse Guards 
(L.A.D.) and is a great loss to the Regimental. Rugby side. 

A welcome hand is extended to the following new mer
bers: -

.Q.M.S. Reece, S.Q.M.S. Eckeleers, S.S.M. McGraw 
(to "K" Troop), Sergeants Farquhar (Provost Sergeant) 
Nock(" M" Troop), Owen "M" Troop), Flanagan('._' A.: 
Troop), Yates (" B" Troop), Dale (L.A.D.), Bradley (" O" 
Troop , Petit (" H" Troop), Durber (" K" Troop), and 
Garton (Mess Caterer). 

Congratulations to S.Q.M.S. (F. of S.) Nobby Clarke and 
Mrs. Clarke on the birth of a bonny daughter, the first of 
many, we trust! ! ! 
T~e eyes of the Mess are focused on the Garrison 

Engmeer, and we are keeping our fingers crossed in the 
hope of moving into our new Mess in the not too distant 
future. 

Sport (C~oss-<;ountry). Our Regimental Cross-Country 
\earn :icqmtted itself most nobly in the Divisional Cham
pionship held at Hilden on the 10th March, finishing third 
m a field of fifteen teams. 

The ~st Battalion The Royal Fusiliers finished first with 
272 pomts, and 1st Battalion T he Royal Welch Fusiliers 

U4 

The Regimental Cross-Country Team, third in the Divisional 
Inter-Unit Championships, held at Hilden on 10th March, 1948. 
Seated (left to right ): Second.Lieutenant R. P. Spalding. Lieutenant T. E. 
Richardson , R.S.M. H. Griffin , Corpora l E. Lund , Lieutenant.Colonel A. B. 
McVittie, O.B.E .. Comm•nding Officer, Sergeant J. Bennett . Captain T. G. 
Simpson , Second-Lieutenant P. G. Tripp , S.S.M. A. W . Pitt. Standing (left 
to right) : Signalman J. G. urr, Fusilier Morriner, Signalmen G. R. 
Harrocks . H. D. Pritchard, R. K. Fearon. Corporals J. W . Castleton. R. R. 
r-1iller, Lance-Corporols W. J. Kent, L. E. Langouroux-Fay, J. M. Hunter 

second with 550 points, our team third with 595 points. 
We make no excuse for failing to gain second place, but 
we do feel justified in stating that had Second-Lieutenant 
Spalding been on form then the result would have been 
reversed, unfortunately he had injured his ankle previously 
in a game of Rugger, but he gallantly completed the course 
and came in 134 out of 240 runners. 

The high standard of running can better be judged by 
taking the result of the B.A.O.R. Cross-Country Champion
ship, held on 27th M~rch, into consideration, as the Royal 
Fusiliers emerged victors with the Royal Welch Fusiliers 
in second place. 

Our team positions were as follows: -
9, 16, 17, 31, 48, 51, 52, 54, 66, 70, 87, 94. 

Each team comprised fifteen runners (twelve to count). 
All members of our team are to be congratulated on the 

enthusiastic manner in which they tackled their training, 
which was done mostly in their off duty hours. 

Lance-Corporal Hunter, " L" Troop, continued to show 
fine form, being our first man home. Special mention must 
also be made of Lance-Corporal Langouroux-Fay, Second
Lieutenant Tripp and· Lieutenant Richardson (of Army 
Rugby fame), who did remarkably well in such a field of 
strong runners. 

The photograph herewith reproduced depicts the Cross
Country Team which gained third place in the Divisional 
Championship, 1948. · 

No. II Am FORMATION SIGNAL REGIMENT 

Biickeburg 
April 

R.H.Q. is now assuming some of its former aspect, and 
its previous compactness has been almost achieved. The 
few remaining personnel at Celle-mostly Q.M. Staff-are 
gradually moving here, together with the Q stores. The 
Regiment has acquired a new block, which is nearly ready 
for accommodation of stores. 
RS:~· Staton and S.Q.M.S. Cameron have departed on 

repatrtat1on to EJ.?gland. We wish them a hearty farewell, 
and fond memories of their long association with No. 11 
Air Formation Signal Regiment. 

A hearty welcome is extended to Second-Lieutenant G . 
W. Hunt and Second-Lieutenant Lund on their arrival in 
t he Regiment from the Signals 0.C.T.U., Catterick and 
to R.S.M. G. Kerr, recently arrived from Sundern. ' 
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No. 1 SQUADRON. · During the last month there has 
been a lot of activity to complete the hand-over from No. 15 

. to No. 11 Air Formation Signal Regiment. Troop Com-
manders, in particular, were a harrassed lot, and they were 
heard mouthing strange.sounds about G 1098 and Issues and 
Receipts. Nevertheless, things went very smoothly and the 
big flap is over. 

Unfortunately, due to a mild winter, our preparations for 
winter sports availed us nothing. · 

Some lucky people of the Squadron, however, get plenty 
~f winter sports. Sergeant Kealy and Lance-Corporal 
Minton, both of 118 D.R. Troop, landed a ski-ing course at 
Bad Mitteburg in the French Zone,_ while Signalman War
boys was entered for the B.A.0.R. Individua~ Ski-ing 
Championship. The two N.C.O.s came back slightly the 
worse for wear, both having had an accident prior to their 
return. 

Signalman Warboys also had a slight accident. Here is 
his own account of the trials: " The representatives of the 
B.A.0.R. arrived at Ehrwald, Austria, on 11th January, 
1948 for training in preparation for the B.A.0.R. Individual 
Cha~pionships, which were to be held on the Zugspitze on 
February 8th, .1948. The snow condition in Ehrwald 
during January was very poor and most of the training took 
place at St. Anton, the famous pre-war ski resor~. . 

" The team had the misfortune to lose both tts tramers, 
Count Sapari having sustained a broken leg, and Miss E. 
Pinching who was away at the Olympic Games. However, 
many good ski-ing days were enjoyed and, apart from a few 
minor accidents, the marvellous runs of the Kandahar and 
Astang did much to improve the technique of the Team. 

" The race, which bad been arranged to be held on the 
Zugspitze, had to be cancelled owing to a blizzard. It was 
impossible to see the course and so it was decided to hold 
the Downhill Race at Garmisch the following morning and 
the Slalom at Ehrwald in the afternoon. The condition of 
the course was good and the 1936 Olympic Course gave a 
good test to our weeks of training. The prizes were 
presented at a luncheon given by Lieutenant-Gene.ral 
McCreery. 

"I was fortunate to be chosen to carry on tra1rung to 
represent -B.A.0.R. at the British Army Championships 
which were to take place at Kanzel, Austria, and represe.n
tatives of B.A.0.R., B.T.A. and Home Forces were present. 
The quality of ski-ing was excellent and, as was expected, 
the honours went to the three Olympic skie.rs, Sergeant 
Taylor, B.A.0.R., Cadet Parkinson, U.K., Lieutenant 
Boyeais, U.K., with B.A.O.R. as the winning Command. 

" The next race was a friendly one between B.A.0.R. and 
the Americans, as the Inter-Country Race was cancelled. 

" The Downhill Race was held at Kreutzag on the 
American Standard Trail, and I was fortunate to win the 
Golden Ski for a descent of 2.5 km. in 1 min. 50 secs. The 
Slalom took place the next day at Ehrwald and .the final 
scores showed B.A.0.R. to be an easy winner." 

Social Activities. A very successful dance was held in the 
barracks Malcolm Club on 17th March. It was a Shamrock 
Dance and the A.T.S., who kindly visited us from Bad 
Oeynhausen, were subject to quite a lot of "blarney." 

Darts and Table Tennis competitions are flourishing in 
the Malcolm Club, and there is a lot of friendly rivalry 
between Signals and the R.A.F. Regiment. 

Below is a photograph of some of the D.R.s from 118 
D.R. Troop. Included in the photograph are Second
Lieutenant Mitchell, Squadron M.T. Officer, and Sergeant 
Kealy, N.C.O. i/c 118 D.R. Troop. These are some of the 
men who covered 14,517 miles last month in SDS runs 
without an accident. They are justly proud of this grand 
effort. 

No. 2 SQUADRON, GUTERSLOH. It is with regret 
that we say " Farewell" to Captain (T.0.M.) E. Bigg, 
Lieutenant (Q.M.) V. S. Hayden, M.B.E., and Captain T. 

THE WIR E, MA Y lHB. 

Forbes, who have left on Class " A" Release. Captain 
Bigg, however, will soon be back in the British ~~e in the 
capacity of a civilian with the Control Co~ss1on. We 
wish him all the best in his new job. Capt.am Forbes and 
Lieutenant Hayden have decided to take a one-way ticket, 
and we wish them all the best in Civvy Street. We also 
say " Good-bye and all the best in Civvy Street" to Crafts
men Christie and Holdsworth, Signalmen Pearce, Shuttle
worth and Stott, who have departed on Class "A" Release. 

Boxing. Signalman Walker, of R.H.Q., No. 15 Air 
Formation Signal Regiment (now of 129 Tele-Op. Troop, 
No. 11 Air Formation Signal Regiment) was entered for the 
B.A.O.R. Individual Championships. He fought in the 
flyweight class of Hanover District, duly winning this fight 
on a knock-out. He then went forward to the semi-finals 
held at Bielefeld on 19th March, 1948. · This fight being 
won by him on a points decision. It was an exteremely 
tough contest, particularly in the first round, but in the 
second and third rounds, with continuous use of his left 
hand and clever boxing, the decision went to Walker. This 
win enabled him to go forward to the finals, which were held 
on 20th March, 1948, at Bielefeld. The gruelling contest 
of the previous night had left its mark on Walker, and 
against medical advice he decided to box, and entered the 
ring rather weak. His opponent bad, therefore, a distinct 
advantage, and made full use of it. He had Walker down 
for two counts--0ne of seven and one of eight in the first 
round. The referee intervened and stopped the contest. 
It is hoped that a return fight can be arranged with the 
same opponent in the near future. 

Forthcoming Marriage. We extend heartiest congratu-
lations to Lance-Corporal Adamson on his forthcoming 
marriage. We hope he and his future wife will enjoy 
perpetual happiness. 

Cross-Country Running. Of the six Cross-Country 
runners who represented R.A.F., Gutersloh, in the B.A.F.O. 
Championship, three were from 73 Wing Signal Troop. 
They were: Second-Lieutenant W. H. W. Muir, Signalme.n 
Duncan and KcKinnon. The team came in second. 

"A" Trades Training School. The formation of the 
Training School under the command of 2 Squadron has 
brought together three of the D2 licence holders in the 
British Zone-D2CH, D2DN and D21N, and it is hoped 
that by the time that this is published the stations will be 
active and on the air. It is hoped to operate on 160, 80, 
40, 20 and 10 metres, operation to be on key and phone. 
The shack which has kindly been placed at our disposal by 
O.C. 2 Squadron now contains two transmitters and two 
AR88 receivers, besides a SCR 221 wavemeter and a pile 
of associated junk. Aerials in use at the moment are two 
dipoles and a t Wavelength End Fed for 80 metres. It is 
hoped as soon as possible to be working on regular schedules 
and. QSL will be 100 per ce.nt. from all stations from con-

Left to right: Lance-Corporal Philips. Sianalmen Brown, Brayshaw. L-. 
Lance-Corporal Brett, Sergeant Kuly, Lieu tenant Mitchell ( M.T.0. ). 

Signalmen Parsons. Whitcombe, Wells. Thomas, Cooke and Smith 
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t ct made. To all our old friends on the bands we say 
73' · and all the best of DX, and we will be looking out for 
you in the very near future. 

o. 3 SQUADRON. With the approach of the summer 
a great revival of sport has come about, in which we are 
co-operating closely with the R.A.F. Preparation for the 
C.O.' cup competition is taking up most of the time, also 
there is a very fine shooting range which is being made use 
of by both the ervices. 

We are sorry to see the deparrure of Major G. A. Fleming, 
who has only just arrived here, and we wish him good luck 
where and when he eventually settles. Also departing are 

econd-Lieutenant Ellis and Second-Lieutenant Broome, 
who have left the Service on demobilisation. 

Recently joined is Lieutenant N. E. Coates from 2 
quadron. 
There is much preparation for the visit of the Secretary 

of tate for Air on 2nd April at this time. 

HA.:uoruG DISTHICT SIG:'.\'AL SQC"ADRO~' 

April 
A parade was held on 10th April, 1948, when our O.C., 

Major L. I£. Caldicott, M.B.E., presented medals to R.S.M. 
Baker-the Long Service and Good Conduct Medal, 

ergeant Mitchell-the General Service Medal with Clasp 
Palestine, and to Signalman Page-the Indian General 
Service Medal with Clasp North-West Frontier, 1937-39. 
The photograph shows the recipients of the medals. 

The Squadron has been quite busy during the last months 
and the run down of soldiers on the speed-up of releases is 
now beginning to be felt, and, as each week passes, the 
squeeze becomes greater. A number of men are carrying 
out duties which a month ago they never thought would be 
possible. Particularly we notice our Workshops personnel, 
headed by Corporal Jeffs, doing extraordinarily good work
he has a 1,001 jobs to do and usually gets through them all. 
His present big job is fitting up a rrew wireless room at 
Hamburg l )istrict. When the Wireless Room is finished 
we are thinking of using it as an extension to the canteen a~ 
it would appear to be more suitable for that, with its polished 
floor and wireless cabinets. 
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No. 2 I.. OF C. SIGNAL REGIMENT 

Herford 
April 

This month has brought many changes in the Regiment. 
We lost our Commanding Officer, Lieutenant-Colonel R. C. 
Conway-Gordon, who bas been with us for the last 15 
months, our Administrative Officer, Major (Bill) Manning, 
and our Quartermaster Major (Q.M.) Ted Adams. To them 
we wish the best of luck in " Civvy Street." We should 
here like to wish a very warm welcome to our new Com
manding Officer, Lieutenant-Colonel F. C. Seely, o.B.E., and 
our new Second-in-Command and Administrative Officer, 
Major H. E. Clarke. The Quartermaster vacancy was filled 
by Captain (Q.M.) (Joe) Lynch, who now combines the 
duties of Q.M. with that of O.C., B.A.0.R. Signal Park. 

A quiz team from No. 1 Squadron competed on the air 
from B.F.N. last month with a team from the A.T.S. 
Signals and was soundly thrashed. 

The recent news of the speed up of General 
Demobilisation have gladdened the heart of many an old 
warrior, and talking of Jong service we are reminded that 
two members of this noble Regiment are shortly to be pre
sented with their L.S. and G.C. Medals-congratulations 
S.S.M. Clayton and Signalman (Paddy) Brown. 

And so with the Easter holidays behind us, and the 
Whitsun leave yet to come, we say a reluctant farewell from 
the land of Danke and Bitte (not half a pint). 

F.A.G. 
Warrant Officers' and Sergeants' Mess. This month has 

seen many changes and a forecast of many changes to come 
in the Mess. Our R.S.M. (Ginger) Herberts will be leaving 
us on the 19th April, together with S.S.M.s (Pat) Pash 
and (Teck) Parker, needless to say, a farewell party is being 
arranged, of which more next month. · 

A very successful dance was held in the Mess on Easter 
Saturday, indeed it took the whole of the remainder of the 
Easter period for certain members to recover. Billiards, 
snooker and darts tournaments are in full swing and the 
energetic Entertainments Committee have many functions 
arranged for April, of which more next month. 

No. 1 SQUADRON. It is unfortunately our monthly 
duty to say farewell to many very fine officers. This month 
we said goodbye to Major S. G. Hodgson, who has left to 
take up an appointment with S.X. Branch H.Q., B.A.O.R. 

\Ye have to welcome as our new Officer Commanding, 
M~ior ~- E. Crawford, Royal Signals, who has recently 
arrived m the B.A.0.R. from England. Lieutenant Pierce 
Royal S~gnals, is also .a1!1?ng the new arrivals in 1 Squadro~ 
on postmg from 5 D1v1S1onal Signal Regiment. Lieutenant 
K. G. Holdway has returned to the flock once again from 
7th Armoured Division and bas taken over the duties of 
Squadron M.T. Officer. 

The Easter holiday period was a great opportunity for 
the newcomers to Germany to see the sights. The weather 
wa.~ perfect and i:iany trips were arranged to such places as 
M.Ohnesee, Harnli? and Bad Harzburg. A holiday period 
we can say that will be remembered by many for a Jong time 
to come. We should like to be able to report that it would 
be remembered by all, but that is impossible as a large 
number of Sergeants do not even remember having a 
holiday. • 

The disbandment of 48 Construction Troop has meant 
amongst other things the loss of a good football team. We 
!1ow fin_d the one time expert combination of backs compet
mg agamst each other on the field. 

The Squadron is once again organising a dance to take 
place in Ap_ril, and it is hoped that it will be as successful 
as the previous ones. 
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No. l WIREI.ESS REGIIUENT 

Hamburg 
April 

Spring has meant for most of us here an anticipation of 
both summer and U.K. leave. Indeed, some of us who have 
already enjoyed the latter are beginning to believe that they 
have " had" the former now that our Easter Summer has 
been replaced by March winds and April showers (or down
pours) . 

Since that last issue more arrivals and departures have 
occurred. The Officers' Mess have _welcomed new members 
from three zones, Major Beaumont from U.K., Captain 
Vinn from M.E.L.F., and Captain (QM.) Stickley from 
B.A.0.R. 

Captain E. A. Bailey left us last month bound for U.K. 
and we wish him all the best in his new unit. 

S.S.M. Hedley and S.S.M. Gibson, who recently arrived 
from U.K., are now well settled, bringing the Warrant 
Officers' and Sergeants' Mess up to a formidable strength 
when games tournaments occur. And mention of games 
brings the subject of the Units latest ''.pride and joy "-the 
Welfare Darts Cup won by our local "Darts and Froth 
Blowers' Association." 

Football fans remembered at the time the cup they 
" almost" won last season. However they were very close 
runners-up and we hope next season they will succeed. 

Preparations are now in hand for an additional hockey 
pitch, cricket pitch and hard tennis court. Meantime whilst 
the football pitch is being given a well-earned rest, 
badminton, hockey and athletics hold the field. 

This month the Unit submits a team for a B.F.N. Quiz. 
Consequently elimination inter-Troop contests are a fre
quent occurrence. Perhaps the most harassed individual 
as a result is Captain Vinn, who wanders around questing 
for questions. 

Shooting.-On Sunday, 21st March, 1948, headed by the 
C.0., Lieutenant-Colonel S. F. P. Wolferstan, a party of 
officers and senior N.C.O.s sallied forth to Lockstedt Lager 
to annihilate herds of wild pig. After beating half of 
Schleswig Holstein, a pig was sighted but Captain F. C. 
Bailey was unsuccessful in his attempt to destroy the beast. 
The chase was immediately taken up by the "Doc," Captain 
D. Grewar and Sergeant Holford, who finally disappeared 
from sight and got lost in the wilderness. Three hours later 
they returned to the fold having tracked the party by the 
footprints of the C.O. (Sergeant Holford now qualifies for 
his tracker's badge.) "No pig." 

Sergeant Rounding and S.S.M. McQuade were posted at 
one end of a wood and promptly forgotten by the remainder 
of the bunt, who were by this time proceeding to beat the 
other half of Schleswig Holstein. 

During the remainder of the afternoon only one more pig 
was sighted, and one member was beard to remark, " That 
"vasn't a ruddy pig, it was a b-- greyhound." 

After seven and a half hours tramping the woods the 
party withdrew only to face four miles of heavy going back 
to their transport. 

One lesson learned during the afternoon was that it is a 
good thing to have a rifle sling with a Rifle No. 4 Mk.I. I 
think the Commanding Officer will agree with this. 

At 2000 hours, armed with No. 4 Mk.I. Rifles and 25 
rounds each, the party arrived back, looking forward to 
another day's exercise in the woods. 

Hockey. Since the last issue of our notes we have played 
the first round of the B.A.O.R. Inter-Unit Knock-out 
Competition. This round was played at Lubeck on 23rd 
March, 1948, against 10 Royal Hussars and resulted in a 
win for the Regiment by one goal to nil, scored by Lance
Corporal Churchill in the last ten minutes. We are rather 
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proud of this victory as the Hussars had already won the 
Schleswig Holstein Knock-out Competition. 

The game was played in a very friendly spirit and was 
touch and go up to the final whistle. S.S.M. Davy played 
his usual grand game in goal and S.Q.M.S. Miller was out
standing at inside-left. (M.T. Please note the hockey team 
now carry a supply of rotor arms.) 

INTER-TROOP KNOCK-OUT COMPETITIONS 
The Regiment is now running a seven-a-side Knock-out 

Competition, and results to date are as follows: 
1st Round 101 Troop 2 34 Troop 3 
2nd Round 34 Troop 2 Admin. and Q. 6 
2nd Round 38 Troop 1 Research Section 0 
2nd Round 32 Troop 4 31 Troop 0 

No. 30 INDEPENDENT L. OF C. 

SIGNAL SQUADRON 

Munster in Westphalia 
April 

We welcome to the fold Captain G . Manning, who arrived 
on 19th March, 1948, from No. 2 Infantry Divisional Signal 
Regiment. 

Sport. The Unit Football Team has been keeping up its 
usual good form in the opening rounds of the 2nd Infantry 
Divisional Knock-Out Competition, and with a little perse
verance, and perhaps a little luck, we all feel that before 
long No. 2 Division Trophy will be on show in our Red 
Diamond Club, partnering, on its pedestal of prominence, 
the Munster Garrison Cup. 

In the first round we visited Hamm, to play 1253 Dest 
Mark. On a field which would certainly have reminded 
our elder brethren (not old soldiers) of Passchendale, the 
play soon merged into a hard fought battle. Every worth
while gain was only accomplished after fierce opposition 
from flailing arms and legs and flying mud, as an unfor
tunate opponent slipped ungracefully to the ground. With 
such unfavourable conditions it was not surprising that he 
only succeeded in gaining a 1-0 victory. 

For the second round of the competition we entertained 
H.Q. R.E.M.E., No. 2 Infantry Division, at Munster (a 
reception which, I fear, they will not forget in a hurry). 

From- a welJ.-placed " lob" from Signalman " Skouse" 
Fairclough, our left winger, Sergeant James flicked a spec
tacular shot into the back of the net to open the scoring. 
Despite desperate tackling in defence and run-away raids on 
our · goal by the hard-working R.E.M.E. " wallahs " we 
forged ahead with goals scored at regular intervals. 

At full-time we emerged as victors \.\ritb five goals to nil. 

March 

DORTMUND OPERATING GROUP. The month 
has been generally quiet, with not much more than the usual 
coming and going to mark its irrevocable passage. Even 
the C.-in-C's visit to the new amenities centre, which is 
gradually taking shape about us, evoked nothing beyond our 
customary calm efficiency, except best battledress. The 
opening of the Y.M.C.A. Families' Centre near our football 
pitch and of the new " Globe " Cinema almost next door 
to the Signal Office must also be recorded, if only to show 
that we do not live in a vacuum. The cinema is much 
appreciated, both for its technical excellence and its conveni
ence, and the Families' Centre has very hospitably set aside 
a room for bachelors. 

Dances in the Detachment's Canteen are still held every 
Wednesday, but social evenings are more popular, with 
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House · continuing to startle the winners and tantalising 
those many who shout " Shake 'em up!" 

The Sergeants' Mess followed the Detachment's example 
by holding a Fancy Dress Ball at the beginning of the 
month and since then has had a dance every Saturday, to 
which neighbouring Messes and the cinema and Y.M.C.A. 
taffs have been invited. A very pleasant Corporals' Evening 

has also been held. Sergeant James has assumed some 
distinction by playing for the Iserlohn football team, which 
he claims to have guided to winning some league or other. 
An Iserlohn newspaper even commented on his absence on 
one occasion, connecting it with the team's coincidental 
achievement of a mere draw instead of the usual over
whelming victory. Sergeant Bunyan has happily recovered 
from his spell in hospital. 

Sport. A new team is in the process of being formed, and 
will be known as the "Dortmund Dodgers." This football 
team is a mixture of Royal Signals, Royal Engineers, and 
also included is the manager of the new cinema which is 
referred to above, whether it is because he can play football 
or because he is the manager of the cinema no one quite 
knows as yet ! 

T he Detachment team still holds its head high, although 
they lost their first game for many moons last week against 
No. IO Anti-Tank Regiment, RA., due mainly to trying out 
a few new players, one of whom is a real" find "-as a clown 
for Bertram Mills ! 

We regret to announce the departure this month of our 
right-half cum centre-half, Corporal Rees, who leaves us to 
venture out to the U.K., where, so I am told, life is more 
skittles than beer; however, we wish him well and expect 
that he will be seen limping home every Saturday afternoon 
as usual. 

A.T.S. SIGNALS, GEB~"'1'-Y 

H e r ford 
April 

In this month's edition of THE WIRE we extend a wel
come from A.T.S. Signals, Germany, to our new Controller, 
Controller G . Baker, O.B.E. Any A.T.S. who have served in 
M.E.L.F. will know her well. 

Our own Unit has gained another new face in its officer 
collection- Subaltern M. E. Johnson, who arrived from the 
city lights of London, i.e., 1st A.A. GroJJp (M) Signal 
Regiment, on 20th February. 

ergeant J. Gould nobly tackled the job of Acting C.S.M. 
while our C.S.M. Kerby was enjoying her leave with 

ergeant Murray in the Highlands of Bonnie Scotland. 
We hope we shall still be able to understand the C.S.M. 
when she gives us our extra duties. 

Wherher there is something in the old saying " When 

Do YOU belong to the 

Signals Association? 

spring is here a young man's fancy lightly turns to thoughts 
of love" we don't know, but its certainly something that 
made Sergeant M. Lacroix and Sergeant Trendall (Royal 
Signals Cipher Troop) announce their engagement, and a 
little bird has whispered that the happy day is to be some
time in May. Also Lance-Corporal Keegan planned her 
wedding to Signalman G. Sheldon (Royal Signals), on 
29th March, and everything went well, with the Regimental 
Cipher Officer (Major " Paddy" Cuffe) acting as " Giver..: 
Away." 

P.T. is not quite so much of an effort these days as it was 
in the oold days of winter when we turned up with blue 
noses and blue knees to match, which didn't blend with the 
colour scheme of our brown shorts and orange jumpers. 
Privates Waters, Sheen- and Sergeant Lacroix are entering 
for the local P.T.I.s competition at the beginning of April. 
Each part-time P.T.I. will take a class and be judged by 
Junior Commander E. Mier, the S.O.P.T. for B.A.O.R. 

A miniature rifle range has been opened at the 2 L. of C. 
Barracks at Herford, and on Monday evenings a team of 
enthusiasts assemble at the A.T.S. Cookhouse and journey 
over to try their skill. Several of the A.T.S. were extremely 
good shots, and we hear Junior Commander A. G. Vivian 
scored many a bulls eye. . 

Private Goodall is anxiously awaiting for April, to begin 
training us in fencing. Classes for the Signalmen have 
begun at Herford and we hear they are entering for the 
B.A.O.R. Competition, but when the required standard is 
reached over there they are releasing their male instructor to 
help Private Goodall organise classes for the A.T.S. 

Quizes are in the news. One was organised by the 
Education Officer between the T.P.Os. and S.B.Os., and it 
was so successful we challenged Continental Group A.T.S. 
An officer from 721 Car Company compiled the questions 
and acted as Quiz Master, and it was held in the Study 
Centre in Kloster Strasse. We rather hang our head in 
shame to say we were beaten by Continental Group, but we 
hope to have a return bout later on. Sergeant Sterling, our 
intellectual standby, broadcast at Celle in the H.Q. B.A.0.R. 
Team, and was known as the "One Point Girl." She also 
represented A.T.S. Signals, Germany, together with 
Subaltern D. C. Harris, Sergeant Morrough and Private 
Trewin in the B.F.N. "Do You Know" programme on 
21st March, 1948. The teams we competed against were 
No. 2 L. of C. Signal Regiment and the winning team from 
the previous week, the D.C.R.E. Again we were beaten by 
the gong. Our final score was 11 against the L. of C. 
Signals 12, and the D.C.R.E. 14. 

We are rather wondering what attraction there is at 
Ehrwald (the Leave Centre in Austria) besides ski-ing, as 
Senior Commander C. H. M . Jackson, O.B.E., returned 
from there with a beautiful tan, and five days later 
Subaltern H. Evans and Subaltern M. E. Roe also returned 
looking brown and healthy, though slightly limping
perhaps the M.I. Room is very pleasant there. 

(continued on page 152) 

If not . 

You r military service will come to an end one day 

and you may then need help 

JOIN NOW! Ask your unit representative for further details 
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Other Oversea·s Stations 

MALAY.I\ C:OMMAND SIGNAi. REGIMENT 

Kuala Lumpur 
March 

This month has remained very quiet in the matter of 
reinforcements and departures, with twenty arrivals from 
the U.K. who were snapped up by the Squadrons. Among 
these welcome visitors, we greet S.S.M. Tompkins of 
Display Team fame. 

The new buildings which have been under construction 
during the past few months at one Squadron, are at last 
completed. This has permitted a long awaited rearrange
ment' of offices, and at last everyone is settled in and 
satisfied. 

Warrant Officers' and Sergeants' Mess. The monthly 
dance was a huge success, the shortage of chairs at these 
functions is acute, but the bar fiends relieve us of this 
difficulty. A few of the officers were drawn into ·" Cardinal 
Puff" by his holiness S.Q.M.S. Parker, who after passing 
off with flying colours, gave up the struggle and passed out. 

We welcome S.S.M. Townsend's wife to Malaya, and all 
hope her stay will be pleasant. 

R.H.Q. AND 1 SQUADRON. Hockey. The season has 
ended, we regret to say, but our team gave a very good 
account of itself, winning 8 games, with 4 drawn and 2 
lost. In the Area Knockout we had very bad luck, drawing 
3-3 in the first game, and for the replay we had to field a 
much weakened team due to the lo&s of Captain J. H. 
Smith, who was injured in a previous game, and Lieutenant 
(Q.M.) Dunlop to U.K. repat. However, the team gave a 
good d,isplay and were the better team of the two. The 
opposing side having only one outstanding player, the 
centre-forward, who scored the two goals. The result was 
2-1. However, better luck next time, the boat sailings may 
not be so regular then. 

Soccer. The Unit first and second teams are now sertling 
down, several games were played in February against Army 
and civilian teams, the first team winning all six matches, 
all played away from home, which has its disadvantages. 
The second team are holding their own with 4 games 
played, 2 won and 2 lost. In the near future we hope to have 
our own ground constructed, thanks to the help of our 
parent Unit, the Royal Engineers, who lent us the necessary 
bulldozers for a period of a week. 

3 SQUADRON, SEREMBAN. We are glad to report 
that the strength of the Squadron has remained steady 
recently with the exception of Second-Lieutenant B. E. G. 
Clarke, who has proceeded home on Release as he prefers to 
be a civilian rather than to remain in the Army (we wonder 
why) and we· welcome in his place Second-Lieutenant 
J. B. A. Hill, who has just joined us from the U.K. We 
also welcome S.S.M. Tompkins, whose timely arrival will 
remove much of the burden from Sergeant Bell's shoulders. 

The soccer team has been doing very well but has suffered 
from the recent loss of Signalman McNeil, who has been 
posted to R.H.Q., however we bear rumours of the ability of 
our new Subaltern that makes us fell more optimistic. The 
big test will come when we play the 1/7 Gurkhas on the 
27th February, 1948; if we can beat them we feel there will 
be no holding us back. 

Since it is the cold season at home; we have had several 
visits from H igb· R anking Officers lately, so any spare time 
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we may have had has b:!Cn spear in polishing and cleaning
to say nothing of thinking of answers to questions which we 
were likely to be asked (actually we thought of the answers 
to all the questions except the one we were finally asked). 

However, nothing daunted we press on regardless. 

G.D.Q. SIGNAL BEGDIEN'I", FABELF 

Singapore 
February 

As this is our first contribution we extend our greetings 
to the Corps from Farelf. On looking over our long record 
in the Far East we admit freely that something should have 
bren heard from us a very long time ago. Indeed the 
rumours have had it that our contribution has become a 
myth; and so to explode that myth. 

We are now old hands in Singapore, having come here 
from Kandy, Ceylon, with G.H.Q. in September, 1945. 
The Regiment bas recently moved into a delightfully new 
and as yet unfinished camp called Tyersall, built on the 
tropical pre-fab style, and we are honoured by having as 
next door neighbours, the Governor-G eneral on one side 
and the French Consulate on the other. 

We are very lucky in having a Leave Camp on the North
East tip of the Island at Cbangi. From a pre-war Malay 
Coastal Artillery Battery si te it has been made into an excel
lent antidote for tired Signalmen by some very willing 
volunteers. 

R.H.Q. Lieutenant-Colonel W. Hammond, M.B.E., com
mands the Regiment, and has been doing so for the last 
three years, except for a brief spell of leave in the U.K., 
from November, 1946, to February, 1947, when he returned 
to the Regiment accompanied by his wife and small 
daughter. Major T. I. Ronald arrived in the Regiment 
from the U.K., a few days before the C.O.'s return from 
leave and after a short spell of Squadron Commanding has 
now taken over Second-in-Command. His wife and son 
are also in Singapo . Captain P. J. C. Lloyd, our present 
Adjutant, carries on as usual with much of the cares of the 
world on his shoulders and on occasions relapses into 
classical music recitals to the Regiment. Our imprest 
account conjurer and civil employee fiddler is Captain 
J. R. E. Cross, whose one purpose in coming to Singapore 
is to foster motor racing around the Island, and he has 
started a motor-cycling club in the Regiment. R.S.M. 
Gray, very much ex-2 Division and the Regimental Atom
Bomb was lately heard to ask an inquisitive B.O.R. whether 
he thought he was his father, mother and W.V.S . worker all 
wrapped up in one. However, he has his kinder moments, 
especially on Guard Mounting Parades. He, like the 
majority of R.H.Q., is domesticated, having his wife in 
Singapore. 

Our M.T. is cared for by two definite stalwarts, Second
Lieutenant J. T:' Martin and Sergeant-Major A. Tant. It 
is rumoured that if you are very nice to them you might, 
repeat might, be given a truck, and with a British driver, 
too. T he Q.M. and T.O.M., Lieutenant Vaughan and 
Captain Laing respectively, two recent acquisitions from the 
U.K ., are settling down and beginning to lend tone to the 
Regiment. Lastly, but by no means least, our R.Q.M . . 
Hickman, who, besides doing an excellent job of work, is 
most accommodating, and would pass as a Class I salesman 
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for W.D. underwear in the best of haberdasheries. His 
wife i al o a recent arrival in ingapore. 

No. 1 QUADRON (LINES) is now commanded by that 
well-fleshed officer Major . J. Thompson late of Ceylo~ 

ignal quadron. Cheerful at all times (even when. he 1s 
w rried) Tomm cau ed even the hardened Regulars m the 
~·'arrant Officer ' and Sergeants' Me s to quail when a boat 
race wa suggested. This quadron is particularly noted 
for it ability in the field of football, having won the G.H.Q. 
Footb.ill League and only being beaten in the final of the 
G.H.Q. Cup. . .M. herard is the Grand Old Man of 
the quadron, although rumour has it that ~he chaps do n<?t 
find him so very old. Aiding and abemng the 0.C. is 
Lieutenant H. S. Michell, who is also Regimental School
master (i.e., Education Officer). The Squadron equipment 
is ably looked after by S.Q.M.S. A. Gilhooly. 

o. 2 SQUADRON (WIRELESS). Major J. Ray pre
sides over the Squadron with its scattered miles of Trans
mitting and Receiving Stations. Jimmy Ray, now to our 
pride a fully fledged Regular Officer, is seen little, however, 
and is said to lurk in the stations' spider's-web. However, we 
hear he may be coming up for air soon to find his way 
home with bis wife and son. The O.C.'s shadow is a new 
arrival who hails from the R.A.F., Captain G. E. C. Archer, 
o.F.C., who has been endeavouring to arrange a regular air 
service between the Stations for his O.C. since his arrival. 

.S.M. H umby, whose wife and family have just arrived, 
ably abetted by S.Q.M.S. F iske, look after the discipline and 
requirements of the Squadron respectively. 

No. 3 SQU ADRON (OPERATING). Major J. Blower 
commands the Squadron and the well-being of the Signal 
Office. Since this quadron virtually sleeps, eats and is 
located in the middle of G .H .Q., he is kept very busy repell
ing boarders, and ensuring a little sleep for a very willing 
team. Captain P. H. F . Webb combines the arduous duties 
of Headquarters-Signal Officer with organising hockey for 
the Regiment. Captain A. G . Clapham is Major Blower's 

chief lieutenant. Amongst the old hands we must not 
forget Captain C. P. Kislingbl!!}'', our Chief Cipher Officer, 
who secretly possesses a private Army, but complains he's 
"terribly short of staff, old chap." S.S.M . Sinclair, who 
now and then finds time to run the Leave Camp, watches 
over the welfare of the Squadron, and S.Q.M.S. Cooper 
and family look after the Squadron's stores. T he Squadron 
surpassed itself on the day of H .R.H. Princess Elizabeth's 
wedding by giving a motor-cycle demonstration on the 
Padang in front of the Singapore Municipal Buildings, 
much to the delight of thousands of people of all races and 
creeds. Our photo shows them at practice. 

Sporl-1947. We are proud to say that in 1947 we 
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possessed one of the best football t~ms on the Island, 
including civilian teams. We played 23 matches, won 21, 
drew 1 and lost 1. One of the last games being a strongly 
contested replay requiring extra time, when we were beaten 
in the S.F.A. Knock-out Cup by a Malay civilian team that 
went on to win the cup for the second year running. 

Our cricket and hockey teams played many games and 
although not having the same capabilities, establish~d them
selves with teams well worth playing. 

We have bad two very enjoyable Regimental shoots, and 
have found a number of experts in the shape of Second
Lieutenant Stevenson, Driver Hardy, who won the 
individual competition, and Signalman Chaston, who seems 
to possess telescopic eyes. 

We entered a team in the Table Tennis Championship of 
Singapore, and although we were beaten in the third round 
our players showed excellent form and great promise. 

We have had some most enjoyable motor cycling trials 
in which all ranks of the Regiment, including the C.O., 
entered. Signalman Hurst, who just couldn't be beaten, 
became the year's champion, whilst Signalman Stephens was 
a close runner-up. A photo is given below. 

Last but not least, the officers have soundly beaten the 
Warrant Officers' and Sergeants' Mess for the third time 
running for the "Major H ull" Cup · ("All in" Mess 
Trophy) and are still in possession of the cup; whilst the 
Warrant Officers' and Sergeants' Mess are growing used to 
cleaning the wooden spoon. 

SIXGAPOilE DISTllICT SIGNAL R E GIIU ENT 

M arch 
Greetings once again to all past and presen~embers of 

the Corps from Singapore. 
The past year has seen many changes in the U nit, of 

personnel and location, but we seem to be settling down, at 
least for a few months, so, for the benefit of regulars and 
our war-time comrades, here is a list of the " poor devils " 
still " roughing" it. 

L ieutenant-Colonel J. D. L. Morris, O.B.E. (C.0 .), Major 
G. G . L. Hinde (Second-in-Command), Major J. A. S. 
Fearfield, M.B.E., Major Rahilly, Major Bill Pagett, Captain 
(T.O.T .) Greenfield, Captain (T.0.M.) Millichip, Captain E. 
Glover, Lieutenant (Q.M.) Bosher, Lieutenant (T.0.T.) 
Holland, R.S.M. Morton, R.S.M. Ogden, R.Q.M.S. 
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German, S.S.M.'s Webb and Ashworth, S.Q.M.S.'s Leeson, 
Coventry, Roberts (Yorky), Sergeants Brackenberry, Allison, 
and Pigg. 

The Unit is kept extremely busy on the island maintain
ing the Changi P.L. route so that the locals can have some 
copper wire for their coat hangers. It has been rumoured · 
that Second-Lieutenant Sumner has advertised in the local 
Press asking for the persons interested to remove the 
remainder of the route in the next month, as his troop has 
orders to recover it, and he wishes to conserve his limited 
supply of labour. 

Apart from this we have quite a lot more pleasant diver
sions, including some first class all ranks dances in the 
N.A.A.F.I. These dances are very well patronised, and 
extremely well organised by our hard working entertain
ments committee. 

A.K.C. cinema shows are held in tb!: N.A.A.F.I. twice 
weekly, and are very welcome, as the ulli'r' is some fourteen 
miles from Singapore. 

Sport. Towards the latter end of last year a nine-a-side 
knock-out football competition was held within the Unit, 
which was won after a hard game by " C " Squadron 
(L.E.P.) "B" team, who beat the combined Con. Troops 
"A" team. 

Sergeant Brackenbury is now working bard to get the 
Unit soccer team up to scratch in readiness for the coming 
season. 

The Unit hockey team has not been too successful so far, 
but we are improving immensely and have got over our first 
hurdle in the Singapore Hockey Association Knock-out 
Tournament (which is open to all Service and civilian teams 
on the island) by beating the Ceylonese Sports Club II one 
goal to nil. 

Our cricket team have now started net practice for the 
season which starts next month. 

Congratulations. To Major Fearfield on his recent 
marriage. To Captain and Mrs. Richardson on the birth 
of a daughter. 

Farewell. To Captain and Mrs. N. Richardson on leaving 
for U .K. this month. Bon voyage ~and the best of luck, 
Richy. 

"BOSH" 

No. 3 llAIL, VAY TELEGilAl' H S~UADilOX 

Au stria 
April 

The cold, snowy weather has now given way to sunny 
spells and April showers. We had another heavy fall of 
snow on 2nd April, but it only lasted for one day. The 
sun and rain saw to that. 

The countryside is now taking on its spring clothing, 
trees and shrubs are in bud, wild crocus, violets, snowdrops 
and snow roses are appearing in profusion. Yes, it's a grand 
spot in the spring. Old inhabitants suffering in the clutch 
of the British spring will be having nostalgic memories of 
Austria this spring and summer. 

With the clearing and drying of the ground, the Squad
ron's sporting activities were soon under way. 

At Soccer we have played the following matches- relea es 
are beginning to be felt in the team : 
Friendly v. "Z" Railway Police Coy. (K.0.Y.L.I.) 

· - Drew 0-0 
League v. N o. 6 D.A.D.O.S. Dump R.A.O.C.- Lo t 4-3 
Friendly v. 1154 Railway Operating Sqn. R.E.-Drew 4- 4 
League v. "Z" Railway Poliee Coy. (K.0.Y.L.I.)-Lost 3-1 

The Squadron have produced four players in Captain 
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Steele, Signalman Runtz, Signalman Shaw an<;! Signalman 
Wharton for the B.T.A. Signals hockey team in the Zone 
Hockey Tournament. Results of these games are as follows : 
v. 316 (M .E.D.L.O.C.) Transit Camp & R.H.U.- won 3-0 
v. 138 Infantry Brigade Workshops, R.E.M.E. -won 3-1 
v. Dorset Regiment -lost 2-1 

The Squadron is also well represented in the Medjez 
Barracks team, who have played two friendly matches with 
316 Transit Camp, winning both, 3- 0 and 2-0 
respectively. 

Cricket practice has started and the Squadron fishermen 
are already reporting good catches and gestur ing with their 
arms. 

Towards· the end of this month the Squadron will be on 
the move again . This time to Alamein Camp-the terminus 
of the M .E.D .L.O.C. " C" Route. The move is not very 
popular but necessary, we suppose. Anyway, we shan't have 
to go far to book in for leave or release journeys to U .K. 
when the time comes. 

The old boys from B.T .A. and C.M.F. know the camp 
quite well, and what they thought of it goes for us, too! ! 

Above is a photograph of the Squadron Jess leave and 
duty personnel, and we hope that old friends will recognise us. 

" R USTY" 

Xo. 2 " "l'H ELESS IlEGDIE X T 

April 
The Regiment mo ed to Cyprus in June, 1947, under the 

command of Lieutenant-Colonel E. H. Du Cros, with 
Captain R. Bremner (Adjutant), Captain D. L. G. Joseph, 
Captain F. A. Davidson and Lieutenant (Q.M.) E. Jordan. 
Since its arrival in the island, Major C. Rolls and 
Lieutenant W. Oliver have joined it. Meanwhile Major 
E. S. Whitaker has returned to U.K. on Python after many 
years service in the Middle East. 

Colonel C. A. H. Chadwick, c.B,E., A.A.G., the War Office, 
has recently visited the U nit and addres ed the officers, 
W.0 .s and Senior N.C.0 .s 

.S.M. Ebbage, S.S.M. G . M cClenaghan S.Q.M.S. G. F. 
Farmer, S.Q.M.S. Cartwright and Sgt. F. W. Tyler have all 
been with t he Unit for some little time. Among new 
arrivals are the following regulars, R.S.M . J . Bowie, 
R.Q.M.S. J . H astings, S.Q.M.S. F . Church and ergeant 
A. H . Pooley, who have joined us sine our arrival at our 
new headquarters. 

At Christmas, Lieutenant Judd and the Corps Band 
(continued on page 152) 
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Kyreni• Harbour 

fJYPRUS 
An Impression 

0 -E approaches Cyprus by sea in the early morning. 
First impressions are not very good-a brown, barren 

promontory with a lighthouse, almost desert; in the 
distance the rugged, uninviting peaks of the Northern 
Range, and, if one is lucky, in the distance a hundred 
miles away, the "massif" of Mount Olympus. As one 
swings into the harbour of Famagusta with the walls of 
its mediaeval Old City before one, there are views of the 
hutted and tented camps along the water-front. 

econd impressions are not much better as one moves 
in a truck along indifferent roads to our camp, across (in 
ummer) a parched and treeless plain intersected at places 

by dried-up watercourses. 
After a time one becomes accustomed to the surround

ings, accustomed to everything except the beat, which has 
made even hardened Middle-Easters wilt. It is a strange 
heat; there is great humidity, but the actual temperature 
is nothing compared to that experienced in Baghdad or 
Khartoum, probably less than that of an Egyptian summer. 
It is, however, very trying, and the heat felt is accen
tuated by the heat radiated by the inner walls of our 
Nissen hut. 

To those who had experienced the shady permanent 
camp which we had just left, a shadeless temporary camp 
in these bleak surroundings came very hard; but as time 
has gone on conditions have improved, the Nissens have 
been whitewashed, and we have now the welcome sight 
of a large N.A.A.F.I. canteen rising rapidly in our midst. 

As things have grown worse in other places we have 
learnt also to appreciate a place where we can go out 
alone and unarmed, that we are not so many miles from 
one of the finest bathing beaches in the Middle East, and 
that not all Cyprus is an arid plain. 
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Cyprus is, of course, the leave centre of the Middle 
East. This summer there was a large leave camp on the 
seashore just outside Famagusta, and up on Mount 
Olympus at Troodos there is another where the fortunate 
were able this summer to rest or walk among trees in a 
really cool temperature, and where at the present time 
(February), in spite of an exceptionally mild winter, they 
are indulging in winter sports, though it is certainly not 
true to say, as some tourist agencies do, that you can ski 
in the morning at Troodos and bathe the same afternoon 
at Famagusta, as the places are 90 miles apart. 

Such amenities were intended primarily for personnel 
from Egypt and Palestine, but room has been found at 
Troodos for local leave for troops in Cyprus. Troops 

Kyreni• Cutle 
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have also taken leave at several other mountain resorts 
such at Palatres, as well as in Nicosia and Kyrenia. 

We also soon discovered that many things which were 
not obtainable in the camp could be found in Famagusta and , 
further afield, in Nicosia, such as restaurants serving 
reasonable food at not too outrageous prices, the various 
cinemas and cabarets, out of doors in summer, indoors in 
winter, and one ran across people from other Units at 
the N.A.A.F.I. " Pig and Whistle" and various bars in 
the town. True, the cinemas showed very old pictures 
and the picture-houses were very uncomfortable; and beer 
seemed ridiculously expensive. 

Famagusta has a number of good shops and Nicosia more 
and better ones. We soon learnt how and where to buy 
lurid shirts and ties, as well as things suitable to send home 

in gift parcels. " Civvy " clothes are much cheaper than 
at home, and most of us have added to our wardrobe, so 
that grey flannel ·trousers with a sports jacket of brown 
Harris tweed has become almost an off-duty uniform. 

For those interested in the past there is much of interest 
in the island. Most of us have visited the walled Old 
Cities of Famagusta and Nicosia, the ruins of Salamis, 
and at least one of the Lusignan castle in the Northern 
Range; some of us have looked round the Museum in 
Nicosia, with its relics of ancient Cypriot culture; a few 
may have been fortunate enough to have seen Paphos, 
where Aphrodite was first worshipped, the almost inacces
sible castle of Buffovento, or the interesting Byzantine 
monasteries hidden in strange places in the mountains. 

Territorial Artny 

No. 61 Jl.Q. SIG~AL REGIMENT, T.A. 

Those who knew the old Bedford Detachment and 
lpswich D etachment of No. 54 (East Anglian) Divisional 
Signals before the war will be glad to know that we still 
l ive; but how as a H eadquarters Signal Regiment. We 
still are associated with Bedfordshire and Suffolk. RH.Q. 
and No. 1 Squadron are at Bedford, No. 162 Infantry 
Brigad~ Group Squadron at Dunstable, No. 2 Squadron 
and No. 161 Infantry Brigade Group Squadron at Ipswich, 
and No. 3 Squadron starting at Cambridge. 

Among those who have already joined and who are 
helping to get the new Regiment started are Signalman 
(old soldiers never die) Deverick, RQ.M.S. Thurley, 
S .Q.M.S. Steinmatz, Corporals Bright, Gough, Skerman 
and Signalman Blackwell at Bedford, Sergeants Cain and 
Godfrey and Signalman Whiteside at Ipswich. Other 
characters who have already made their presence felt are 
Corporal Hawthorne - formerly a Regular, Signalman 
Griffiths and Driver Smith. 

Characters among -the Permanent Staff (shades of Tom 
Sayers and Harry Collins please note! ) are RS.M. Webb 
(I'm just off to order some beer for the bar). The Chief 
Clerk, S.S.M. Bottell, whose pencil sketches are a wonder 
to behold, Sergeant-Majors Robson and Webster-partners 
in crime at Ipswich-and Baxter, our ,Dunstable represen
tative, Cox at No. 1 Squadron; and Dickens, who supports 
the wholesale distribution department. Sergeants Staite 
and Angus complete the picture. Sergeant Staite is still 
saving up to buy a horse so that he can go into business 
on his own. 

Commanding Squadrons are Major Angell at Ipswich 
and Major Cooke at Dunstable, both pre-war member of 
the Unit, and Major C. R Millen-a Territorial of long 
standing, also at Ipswich, and Major N. H. Smith at 
Bedford. 

The Unit was recently presented with the old ignal • 
Office Flag of No. 54 E.A. Signals, originally on Gallipoli 
in the 1914-18 war. This flag had been preserved by 
Captain George Kett, who was one of the original members 
of the RE. Signal Comany raised in the same Drill Hall 
before the 1914 war. Some of those now serving are the 
ons of men who were in t hat company, and the Com

manding Officer, L ieutenant-Colonel F. M. G reaves, said 
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on rece1vmg the framed remnants of the flag, that he was 
proud to receive this relic of the past. Numbers of former 
RE. Signals were present, and many old comrades of the 
pre-war Units of Royal Signals, raised in the same Drill 
Hall. 

Camp this year is at Canterbury, where we shall share 
accommodation with No. 2/ 20 Army Signals-old friends 
of our from pre-war days when we were all part of No. 54 
E.A. Divisional Signals. We look forward to a good camp. 

Latest piece of news is of the appointment of Colonel 
R P. A. Helps, o.B.E., as our Honorary Colonel. 

" BEDSWICH " 

No. 62 U.Q. SIG~AL REGilUENT, T . A. 

This is our first introduction to the columns of THE 
WIRE, and we are anxious to announce somewhat belatedly 
the official birth of this Regiment in Chester, with its 
H.Q. in a famous War-Time Signals Camp, viz., "The 
Firs," Chester, which will bring varied memories to many 
past and present members of the Corps. 

We have a large affiliated family of Squadrons, and can 
boast of being the largest Regiment (on paper) in the newly
constituted Territorial Army. 

The various members of the family speak for themselves. 
Our staff consists of: - _ 

Commanding Officer-Lieutenant-Colonel K. F. Wood
ham, T.D., late of No. 42 and No. 66 Division, No. 6 L. 
of C. and No. 9 Air Formation Signals, M.E.L.F. We 
welcome the Adjutant, Captain L. S. Bamber, also late 
of No. 42 and No. 66 Division, RE., and No. 59 and 
No. 53 Divisional Signals, and our gallant Captain and 
Quartermaster, "Bill" Mills who served with C.S.0., 
Westco, in Burma between three and four years. 

The R.S.M.-Mr. Dawson, late of No. 46 Divisional 
Signals and No. 4 Air Formation Signals, C.M. F., Egypt 
and Palestine, S.S.M. Lea ("Jigger"), ex-India, Sergeant 
Haigh (" Bomber " ), ex-Palestine, and Sergeant Cornthwaite, 
ex-No. 13 Corps, Italy, complete our training team. 

Nos. 87 and 93 A.G.RA. SIGNAL SQUADRONS, 
MASON STREET D RILL HALL, LIVERPOOL. 
Officers-0 .C. N o. 87 Signal Squadron, Major A. Hughes, 



e.x-No. 3 Divi ional Signals; 0 .C. No. 93 Signal Squadron, 
Major W. K. Dunn. .. ,, 

P. .l.s-No. 87 Signal Squadron, S.S.M. Johnny 
Holmes ex-India; ergeant "Chippy" Wood ex-G.H.Q. 
Italy. No. 93 A.G.R.A. Signals Squadron, . ~.~.M. 
" Freddie" Barrett ex-Bulford and Guards Divisional 

ignals. 

No. 88 A.G.R.A. SIGNAL SQ ADRON CR SS
HEATH DRILL HALL, NEWCASTLE, STAF~S. 
Officers-0.C. Major E. A. Marne, ex-East Africa. 

P.S.I.s--S.S.M. " Ginger" Casey, ex-Blackdown, Egypt 
and Palestine; Sergeant "Tacker" Davies, e.x-Blackdown 
and India. 

o. 94 A.G.R.A. SIGNAL SQUADRON, T.A., MEAL
HOUSE LANE DRILL HALL, ATHERTON, LANCS. 
Officer -0.C., Major E. R. Webster, ex-8th Army 

ignals, C.M.F. Captain q. A. E. Choppen, ex-B.A.0.R. 
econd-Lieutenant J. H. Fall'clough, ex-Royal Navy. 
P.S.I.s-Sergeant G. Richardson (" Badgy "), ex~Southern 

Command Signals; Sergeant Knowles, e.x-No. 3 T.T.R., 
Catterick. 

I 
No. 95 A.G.R.A. IGNAL SQUADRON, T.A., DRILL 

HALL, TEMPLE STREET, IBWPORT MO~. 
Officers-0.C., Major R. Forest-Jones, ex-No. 8 Air 
Formation Signals, C.M.F. Captain W. V. McCormak, 
late R.E.s, ex-M.E.L.F. and C.M.F. 

P.S.I.s-S.S.M. T. W. Miller, ex-India; Sergeant T. 
Moran, ex-No. 52 Lowland Division. 

No. 96 A.G.R.A. SIG AL SQUADRON, T.A., 
DRILL HALL GREENWAY ROAD, RUNCORN. 
Officers-0.C., Major T. I. ]. Toler, D.F.C., ex-Glider 
Pilot. Captain A. G. Kneen, ex-Palestine Command 
Signals. Lieutenant R. Thompson, ex-India. 

P.S.I.s-Sergeant V. Shreeves, e.x-M.E.L.F., Sergeant R. 
Goldthorpe, ex-M.E.L.F. 

No. 16 WIRELESS SIGNAL SQUADRON, TYPE 
"G" DARWIN STREET DRILL HALL, NORTHWICH. 
officers-C.0., Major H. Blakemore, ex-M.E.L.F. Major 
The Earl Kitchener, ex-No. 8 Air Formation Signals, 
C.M.F. Captain B. T. Love, ex-No. 55 Divisional and 
No. 30 Corps Signals. 

P.S.I.s-R.S.M. R. Folk, Sergeant " Blondie" What
mough ex-India. 

Xo. 63 H.Q. SIGNAL REGIHENT, T.A. 

The advent of Spring seems to have put new life into 
soldiering in the T.A. 

We opened the season with a T.A. Ball held at Bligh
mont Lodge Drill Hall, Millbrook, Southampton, on 
Tuesday, 30th March. Having proved our skill in the 
ballroom, we are now asked to prove it in the field by 
finding the solution to the problem we have been set by 
the C.S.0. in his T.E.W.T. for T.A. Officers of No. 63 
H.Q. Signal Regiment and No. 43 (Wessex) Divisional 

ignal Regiment to be held on Sunday, 11th April. 
The organisation in connection with the Ball fell to the 

lot of Lieutenant-Colonel Goldsmith and Major Finney, 
and we are grateful to them and their many helpers for a 
very enjoyable evening. The Ball was a great success in 
itself, but was from the financial aspect somewhat tricky. 
At 1.30 a.m. the C.O. happened to meet two members of 
the Southampton Constabulary at the entrance. Knowing 
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that they bad been requested to attend by the Secret~ 
for the purpose of conveying him and the expected bullion 
to the police safe, he inspected the cash box nearby to find 
therein the sum of eightpence. He took them on to the 
bar and hastily dispensed with their services. 

Dance music was provided by the Band of the Royal 
Corps of Signals, under its Director of Music, Lieutenant 
J. L. Judd. . . 

Phillip Ridgeway's Cabaret girls gave an attractive per-
formance which was much enjoyed by all present. 

The competition on the miniature . range ~onsisted ?f 
firing four rounds at a three-quarter mch white patch m 
the centre of a small Service target. The prize of Ss. was 
given to anyone hitting the white patch with three out of 
four rounds. Many fine " groups " were recorded, a!'ld we 
congratulate Major Harvey on be~g the only c~mpetltor to 
win a prize throughout the evenmg. He definitely has an 
"eye " for the white patch. 

We are cheered to know that our Annual Camp for 1948 
is to be at Haxland on the banks of the Solent, opposite 
Cowes Isle of Wight. From what we hear we are in for 
plenty' of training tempered with social attrac:Uons. The 
Royal Signals Sailing Association have very kindly let us 
have one of their yachts for our week in July from 10th to 
18th. 

" SIXTY-THREE " 

No. 10 AIR SUPPORT SIGNAL UNIT, EASTLEIGH, 
RANTS. Training is still very spasmodi<;, and most of our 
time is spent in shifting stores from one par~ of the ~l 
to another in order that the builders may contmue on their 
remorseless way. . 

This unsatisfactory situation is not improved by the 
decision of the Powers-That-Be that no civilians can be 
employed as M.T. Storeman and/ or Clerk. This means 
that our one P.S.I., Sergeant Wheldon, must continue to be 
Orderly Room Sergeant, Quartermaster, Returns Clerk, 
M.T. Clerk, Technical Storeman, M.T. Storeman, and, 
with the O.C., Canteen Supervisor. In his spare time 
he plays hockey, looks aher his new family, and is a P.S.I. 
His motto is " One for all, and all for one." At least, as 
be ruefully remarks, " That is what it has to be." 

Speaking of hockey, we continue to play with varying 
success, and ever-increasing enthusiasm. It has been our 
one real point of contact during these homeless days, and 
very soon we hope to develop the same excellent teamwork 
in sterner pursuits when training really gets going again. 

" As ULIKET " 

No. 15 WIRELESS SQUADRO . . Although Plymouth 
has no part of Divisional Signals in its post-war T.A., the 
gap is being filled by No. 15 Wireless Squadron, who at 
present own a large part of Raglan Barracks and hope to 
move shortly across the way to the old Signals Drill Hall 
in York Street. 

Starting at Raglan in a modest way with one room, we 
have expanded to such extent as to be in possession of 
10 rooms, and our neighbours, R.E.M.E. and R.A., are 
looking rather apprehensively at us in case we continue to 
expand at this rate. 

Roy McDonald, as well fed and genial as ever, presides 
over an extremely well stocked bar, while down in the lower 
regions Sid Newcombe, back to his old racket as "Q," 
can be heard ripping the tops off numerous packing cases. 

Training facilities include a very comprehensive lay-out 
in the operators' training rooms, with equipment coming 
in steadily, and two complete Austin demonstration chassis 
for the drivers and fitters. 

At the moment our D.R.s have to be satisfied with sundry 
portions of an aged motor cycle, but several highly original 
schemes are afoot to remedy this. 

Dick King, our Transport Sergeant, and Lieutenant 
Hawke, our M.T.O., have aged rapidly since the arrival of 
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our transport, and it is said that Dick will be pensioned 
off if we get any more. 

At the reeent Trade Board at Salisbury, Corporal "Tug'' 
Wilson and John Hookway obtained a B II and B III 
respectively, and Sergeant Brunyee, Lance-Corporal Jimmie 
Cloke and Lance-Corporal Martin Cloke collected their old 
D II ratings. Who got his feet wet on the rough riding 
course? 

Mention must be made of our 25 Engineering Cadets, 
w ho nobly endure the long lectures of our instructors and 
t he kind curses of the driving instructors. 

Our P .S.I.s appear to be getting over their first shock of 
being with a T .A. Unit, and led by our C.0., Major Harvey, 
we have had several grand nights of a distinctly social kind. 

Any ex-Signals personnel in the district are always wel
come to drop in for a chat and a look round; there is no 
compulsion to join (not much). 

Congratulations to Sergeant Les Mitchell on the birth 
of a daughter, and to Signalman John Scobling on the 
birth of a son (Thanks, boys, mine's a pint). 

"J.B." 

No. ~o All& FOU:H.\TION' SIGN.\L REGDIENT, T .. \. 

After many accommodation troubles during 1947, the 
Regiment has now settled in its new home at " Danescourt 
House," Tettenhall, Wolverhampton. 

The house lends itself well to Signals use, having 25 
r ooms, besides outhouses, garages, gardens and several acres 
of training grounds. 

Starting an entirely new Unit in an area where there 
is no Regimental tradition is no easy job, but we hope to 
make " Danescourt " very attractive both for military 
training and for social activities. 

The Regiment is commanded by Lieutenant-Colonel 
C. E. Calveley, O.B.E . (late C.O., No. 2 War Office Signals), 
now on a business trip to the U.S.A. As Second-in
Command we have Major R. D. Thirsk, D.F.C., who was a 
bomber pilot during the war, but a T.A. Signals Officer 
pre-war with o. 4 A.A. Divisional Signals. Among 
our other T.A. officers are Major M. Mitchell, M.B.E. (late 
C.S.0.'s Staff, 2nd Army), Captain L. F. C. Wootten 
(late No. 150 0.C.T.U. Staff), Captain J. E. Morrell (late 
No. 5 Infantry Divisional Signals), Captain F. H. Chambers 
(late S.C.U. No. 3, War Office), Captain C. P. Drake (late 
West Africa Command Signals), Lieutenant (T.0.M.) C. A. 
Cobb (late No. 5 L . of C. Signals) and Lieutenant B. G. 
King (late East Africa Command Signals). 

The officers of the permanent staff are Captain R. W. 
Seabrook, Adjutant (late No. 12 and No. 18 Air Formation 
Signals) and Major H. J. L. Archbold, M.B.E., Q.M. (late 

. No. 2 Air Formation Signals). W.O.I E. Launders (late 
No. 10 Air Formation Signals) is our R.S.M., with W.0.II 
G . P. Higgins (late No. 2 Air Formation Signals) and 
Sergeant C. Harden (late P.W., Thailand Railway) as our 
permanent staff. 

Among the old hands who have joined us as W.0.s 
and N.C.0.s are S.S.M. R. E. Lymm (late No. 1 Divisional 
Signals), Sergeant J . B. Brown (late No. 14 Army Signals), 
S.Q.M.S. H . A. Cowley (late Combined Operations H.Q., 
Dundonald) and Sergeant F. H. Harper (late No. 2 Air 
Formation Signals). 

Affiliated to the Regiment and housed at "Danescourt" 
i No. 23 Engineer Group Signal Troop, commanded by 
Captain R. Onions (late G.H.Q. Signals, India), with 
Sergeant W. H. Harvey (late No. 78 Divisional Signals) as 
Troop Sergeant. 

Well-attended All-Ranks Dances have been held during 
the past few months, and a Games Tournament with the 
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Wolverhampton Branch of the Royal Signals Association 
on 5th March, 1948, was the occasion for reminiscence and 
several " big grips." 

An Officers' Invitation Dance on 19th March was 
attended by some 70 guests, who included many well
known local people. Our principal guest was Brigadier 
W . 0. Bowen, C.B., C.B.E. (C.S.O., Western Command), 
while among other visiting officers were the following 
serving and ex-members of the Corps: -Lieutenant-Colonel 
K. F . Woodham, T.D. (Commanding No. 62 H.Q. Signal 
Regiment, T.A.), Lieutenant-Colonel W. C. Huff, 
Lieutenant-Colonel P . A. Chubb and Captain G. Hart (late 
No. 6 Airborne Divisional Signal Regiment). Staffordshire 
T.A. and A.F. Association were represented by Brigadier 
P . J. Slater, D.F.C., T.D., A.D.C., Colonel W. J. Beddows, 
M.C., T.D., D.L., and Lieutenant-Colonel A. L. Scaife, o.B.E., 
M.C., T.D. 

No. 1/20 ARMY SIGNAL REGDIEN'T, T.A. 

Activity reached its peak at Cateswell House when we 
held a week-end camp on 3rd-4th April. Attendance 
was good and, as a rehearsal for the week's camp in May, 
the operation was invaluable. Amongst the many jobs 
dealt with we will mention the erection of two tall wireless 
masts. These give us a most workmanlike appearance. 
The boys evidently made a good job of it, for the masts 
are still quite perpendicular. This in spite of having one 
or two wrong halyards (no relation to Lance-Corporal 
Derek Halyard). 

The catering for the week-end was in the very efficient 
hands of Mr. Watts, a local caterer introduced by Flying 
Officer H. Bailey, our co-tenant here with the Air Training 
Corps. Clean, white tablecloths and fresh daffodils struck 
a modern note. For the Army, I mean. How different 
from our boyhood days in " H " Block, Brompton Bar
racks. Yes, I see that some of you can just remember. 

For our Part II Orders this month we have to record with 
pleasure the appointment to this Regiment of Lieutenant 
G. J. Cutler and the elevation of P. Darrall to sergeant. 

As Isabella of Campobasso used to say, " Meglio tardi 
che mai," so we will record with regret the departure of 
Lieutenant E. V. R. Svensson. He left for London in 
January last, but not wishing to sever his connection with 
the T.A., now belongs to No. 23 (Southern) Corps Signal 
Regiment, T.A., where we trust he will be happy. 

The Unit dances are still an embarrassing success, the 
problem being not how many we can get in, but how 
can we keep them out. 

The · foundation stone of our Type B. L.A.D. has been 
laid with the arrival of Armament Artificer W.0.II C. N. 
Lee, to whom we extend greetings and a hearty welcome 
(Enter chorus of little vehicle mechanics singing " Here 
we go gathering Nuts and Bolts "). 

Look out f0r our next thrilling instalment. 
"BARLEUX" 

5lst/52ud (S) INFANTRY Dll'ISIO:\"AL 
SIGXAL REGIMEN'T, T.A. 

The old practice of having an annual T erritorial Army 
Officers' Ball has been re-introduced, and this year it took 
place on 12th March in the Town and County Hall, 
Aberdeen. The Ball was preceded by a dinner party in 
our Officers' Mess for Officers-past and present-and their 
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ladie:.. Among the many guests pre ent at the dim:~ .were 
Ma1or-General C. M. Barber, c.B., o.s.o., the D1v151onal 
Commander, and Mrs. Barber. The Ball was !1. great 
success and, in spite of austerity, held true to tradition of 
being the social event of the year. 

On the evening before the Ball, we had a ver. welcome 
vi it from the Chief of Staff Scottish Command, Major
General R. K. Arbuthnot, C.B., C.B.E., o. s.o., M.C. In 
addition to listening very sympathetically to many of our 
problems, he visited No. 1 Squadron on training and spoke 
to many Officers and Other Ranks. 

The Regiment learned with deep regret of the passing of 
Field Marshal Lord Milne, G.C.B., G.C.M.G., o.s .o. The 
Regiment was represented by the Honorary Colonel, the 
Commanding Officer and the Adjutant at bis funeral here 
in Aberdeen on 1st April. 

In the middle of last month we had a very welcome 
addition to our permanent staff. Sergeant :P. H. Morris 
joined us from No. 3 Training Regiment, Catterick Camp, 
and immediately stepped into the breach as O.R.S. The 
R.S.M.'s immediate reaction was to take 14 days' well 
earned leave ! 

On 6th April we had a very fleeting visit from Major 
Stevenson, GII Signals, Highland District. We are look
ing forward to his next visit and hope it will be a longer 

one. 

No. l SQUADRON. Training has been going on apace 
this last month and attendance has been good, particularly 
as far as M.T. Drivers are concerned. The highlight of 
the month was an excellent demonstration of Methods of 
Instruction by the Corps Team. We are very much 
indebted to Major Kendall Barron, and hope he will be 
visiting us again soon. 

Sergeant Bailey, our P.S.I., is at the moment away in 
Edinburgh on a Cinema Projectionists' Course, and we have 
great hopes of being able to add Film Shows to our Training 
Programme in the near future. 

o. 2 SQUADRON. We are all very sorry to 0e losing 
our Squadron Commander, Major P . A. Dewar, o.B.E., T .D. 
He has found that his business commitments are very heavy, 
and that he cannot devote sufficient time to the running 
of the Squadron. He is b...oing transferred to the T .A. 
Reserve of Officers w.e.f. 1st May, 1948, with the honorary 
rank of Lieutenant-Colonel. This is a great blow to us 
as be is our only officer, and another does not seem to be 
forthcoming at the moment. In any case it will be virtually 
impossible to find anyone so liked and respected by all 
ranks of the Squadron. He was commissioned and joined 
the Squadron in 1937, and had a very distinguished war 
record. We wish him God-speed. 

We are much indebted to Captain R. S. Stewart, who 
commands the Highland District Signal Troop at Perth, 
for the keen interest be has taken in us, and all that he 
is doing to guide us in the absence of our Squadron Com
mander. 

Training has been going on steadily during the month. A 
number of training periods have been taken up with 
training films, all of which proved a great attraction. Our 
numbers on these evenings were increased by the Army 
Cadet Force and the R.A.S.C. Company, T.A., who share 
our Drill Hall. 

We are all getting very excited now because our T.A. and 
A.F. Association are rebuilding our miniature range, and 
it is hoped to get in some practice in the very near future. 

No. 3 SQUADRON. At the end of February, the 
Squadron took an active part in the floor show of the 
Services' Cavalcade in the Kelvin Hall, Glasgow. · As a 
result of this we had high hopes of increasing our numbers, 
but no such luck. 

Lately, chance has delivered us a severe blow. Our 

14' 

P .S.I., Sergeant MacKay has been smitten with measles. 
We are hoping for better luck and more to tell you next 

month. " SCOTTIE " 

--- - - - - - ----- ---- - -- -··-
43rd (WESSEX) INFANTRY DIVISIONA.L 

SIGNAL REGIMENT, T.A.. 

R.H.Q. AND H.Q. SQUADRON, TAUNTON . . Our 
Week-End Camp, which took place over the Easter holidays 
at the R.A.C. Centre, Bovington Camp, Wareham, Dorset, 
was indeed a very useful .and enjoyable one. The pro
!?l'amme included a Dance which was held on Saturday, 
29th March, at the " Stanley Gym" from 8 p.m. to 1 a.m. 
It went down very well and paid its way through. A 
number of varied incidents occurred during the evening 
which were very amusing. To finish the evening off one 
of our lance-corporals bad the doubtful privilege of sleeping 
on a sweeping brush-to the amusement of his room
mates. The training progYamme included a visit to the 
Tank Museum, and a Jectur.e by Lieutenant-Colonel Atthill, 
o.B.E., on Signal Tactics of Divisional Signals in War. 

A trip to Bournemouth on Easter Sunday was of ~eat 
interest to everyone. On the way back to Camp our driver 
took a wrong turning somewhere in Dorset and landed us 
in front of a Firing Range. We eventually found our 
tracks again and arrived in camp at about 1 a.m., after a 
most roundabout tour of the countryside. 

During our stay the weather was very good to us right 
up to the arrival at Taunton, when the sky was once more 
darkened with grey clouds. 

Our most grateful thanks to Lieutenant-Colonel Atthill, 
o .B. E., for letting us have the full use of the Signals Wing, 
and to the A.T.S. and Staff for the help they gave us during 
our stay. 

We are now looking forward very much to our 10 days' 
camp to be held at Fretnington, North Devon, from 24th 
July to 2nd August, 1948, when it is hoped that another 
enjoyable time will be spent by all. 

Our recruiting figures are still going up, and it is hoped 
that more keen men will take this great advantage of coming 
into the T.A. in the near future. 

A full report on the Officers' Annual Dinner held at 
the County Hotel, Taunton, on 10th April will be given 
in our next month's contribution. 

We will now pass you over to the Squadrons. 

No. 1 SQUADRON, EXETER, DEVON. We have 
done quite a lot of training lately, and our Q.M. has 
already issued a substantial amount of Training Equipment 
to get on with. Thanks to the " muckin'-in" spirit which . 
we have acquired by virtue of previous experience, the 
chaps got together and, under the guidance of the Senior 
N.C.0.s, have rigged up several Training Rooms and have 
spent hour after hour painting and decorating them. It 
is really a credit to us. 

Quite a lot of Range Practice has been held recently, 
and special mention must be made of the wonderful shooting 
of Sergeant Pauley and Signalman Welch, who almost shot 
the bull out of recogition; but what amused me most was 
the Dart Specialist beside me who thought "he bad to 
start off with a DOUBLE ! " 

Our Transport is really first-class and was complimented 
by the O.C., Major G. S. Dalton, who I'm pleased to 
say is f!iring well and has spent quite a lot of time in 
helping us to be " Fighting Fit and Fit to Fight." 

Apparently we are still the "strongest Unit in the West 
of EnglaD;O ~·.; naturally I stand corrected, and a drive for 
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ex-Royal Signals N .C.O.s is being carried out at the 
moment. 

Sport . We are hoping to get quite a lot more of this 
as ~i~e goes by. U nfortunately we have not enough com
pet1t1on from other Squadrons in our Unit at the moment 
Suffice it to say that at Bovington we were able to defea~ 
No. 2 a!1d No. 3 Squadrons at F ootball by 5 goals to 1. 
Our AdJut~,n.t, Cal?taii;, Clinch, took his camera along and 
.filmed us m action ; we hope to see ourselves on the 
screen soon. 

Obituary. 2603749 Signalman K. R. G . Westcott. 

_No. 2 SQUADRON, BRIDGWATER, SOMERSET. 
Smee our last contribution we have been on our Easter 
Camp at the R.A.C. D epot, Bovington which we all 
thorou~hly enjoyed, including the exclusiv~ expensive night 
spent. m lovely Bournemouth. However, valuable military 
experience and contacts were gained and made by all ranks 
of the Squadron. 

Office~s, W .O.s and N.C.0.s and men of No. 2 Squadron 
offer t~e1r deepest sympathy to the Commander, Royal Sig
nals, Lieutenant-Colonel W. F. B. Nott, in the sad loss of bis 
bro~er, Commodor~ ~rtin St. Leger Nott, of the Royal 
Ind~an Navy, and his wife and son in the tragic air crash. 

Signalman M. R. W . Hosey and Miss Rose Cox of 
H~ntspill, Somerset, were married at St. Mary's Chu'rch, 
Br1dgwater, on Saturday, 27th March, 1948. Members 
of ~he Squadron formed a Military Arch with rifles to the 
m am church appro::ich. The bride was given away by 
S.S.M. P. E. A. Hall, P.S.I. of the Squadron. We must 
con~ratul~te S_ignalman Hosey on his keen T.A. spirit by 
leaving bis bride four hours after the wedding to attend 
the Easter week-end voluntary training camp. This fact 
was we~ emphasised in the Sunday national papers. Good 
show, Signalman Hosey. 

Sport. Football: Although severely beaten by Exeter's 
" Tommy Lawtons " at the Camp Match - we would 
however, offer our hearty congratulations. But ! we WILL 
avenge our past defeat at Fremington Camp in August
where we shall turn our English version of the "Russian 
D ynamos " out on the field . 

" WILCO-NOBBY " 

SIGNAL REPORTING REGIHENT, T.A. 

(KENSINGTONS) 

We are happy to welcome to the Regiment R.S.M. L. 
Bray and S.Q.M.S. G. A. C. Howard, who have joined us 
to fill vacancies in the Permanent Cadre. We are also glad 
to welcome among the Territorials, Sergeant Baker, an 
ex-Regular member of the Corps. 

We have h~d an active month training, and included a 
?und~y Exercise on 2_1st March. Headquarters established 
itself. at the London and Middlesex Rifle Association's Club 
at B1sley, where they made themselves comfortable for the 
day an~ received an excellent lunch and tea. " A " Patrol 
set up m The Manor, Datcbet, chosen especially by Captain 
!"farpur, wh? lives just round the corner, and " B " Patrol 
m The White Hart, Wargrave. A good time was had by 
all. 
. Saturday evening, 3rd April, we held an All-Ranks Social 
m the canteen. A double or quits cash quiz musical chairs 
and .da?cing made the evening go with a s~ing, and much 
credit 1s . due to S.S.M. Lloyd, who acted as M.C. 

On Friday, 2nd April, we welcomed a team from No. 23 
(Southern) Corps Signal Regiment, whom we had chal
lenged to a shoot on the Miniature Range. It was a close 
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ma_t~h in which they beat us by five points, and we are only 
wa1tmg to get our own back next month. 
. Welcome news was brought by the stork this month 
m th~ form of Merrily Jane Charlotte on 2nd April to 
Captain and Mrs. Harpur. Congratulations. 

No. lG A.A. (M) SIG:'.\'AL llEGIMENT, T.A. 

No. 40 A.A. (M ) SIGNAL SQUADRON, T.A., 
SUTTON COLDFIELD. F irst of all we extend a hearty 
welcome to our new 0 .C., Major N . H. Russell, who has 
recently been appointed to guide us along the paths of 
Army life. Also we congratulate Second-Subaltern 
T immis, who has risen to these dizzy heights after holding 
the rank of staff-sergeant within the Unit for many months. 
Long may she reign. 

The T.A. area in which we are located had a visit from 
General Mansergh, who represents the T.A. at the War 
Office. A P.S.I. on a motor-cycle was sent to guide him 
from New Street Station to Kingstanding Drill Hall, where 
a conference took place. The General was accompanied by 
Major-General Lockart, the Commander of No. 5 A.A. 
Group. 

Traini?g has been proceeding on Jines which can only 
be described as slow but sure (we can never understand 
why A.T.S. faint at the sight of the switchboards and 
teleprinters, and when they come they say they would like 
to be cooks). 
~e ar~ visiting . Birmingham T.O.L. E_xchange on 5th 

April, and are bavmg a conducted tour over the place just 
to show our reluctant A.T.S. how easy it all is. 
W~ shall be in _camp for the week-end 17th-18th April, 

and m the next issue of THE WIRE we shall report our 
progr::ss there. 
. After purchasing some photographs of Signals at wo;k 
m the ·War Office and spending hours putting them on 
show, we sat b::ick t? await results. So far nothing bas 
h~ppened, but we still have hopes, especially if some ex
S1gnals types who we know abound in Sutton area read 
this and tear themselves away from the apron strings to 
which we know they are attached, and come and see us 
again. 

No. 12 A.A. GROUP (M) SIGNAL REGIMENT, T.A. 

No. 24 A.A. (M) SIGNAL SQUADRON, THE DRILL 
HALL, HORFIELD, BRISTOL. This month's "main 
event" was the visit of the G.O.C., No. 2 A.A. Group, 
Major-General A. H. Hornby, C.B., c.B.E., M.C. 

He expressed complete satisfaction with all he saw and 
w~s p::irticularly impressed with our Auxiliaries, who he 
S!lld _we~e as smart as any be had seen, either Regular or 
Territorial. Bravo, girls! 

:x;e b!lve now moved our training quarters and, as the 
p!!mter~ and decor~tors have moved on from our part of 
the Drill Hall, we can really get down to fixing things up 
on a more permanent basis. 

We would like to say a word of greeting to Sergeant 
Stevens, who has transferred to us from a local Unit. We 
hope he will prove a useful acquisition to the Squadron. 

There is very little to report this month, except that 
some of the members have been busy with the social 
activities of the thriving local branch of the Signals 

(continued on page 152) 
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2nd County of London 
Cadet Battalion 

Thi A.C.F. Unit i the only battalion affiliated to the Royal 
ignal . The only other A.C.F. Signals affiliation is. a 

Compan attached to the 7th Royal Warwickshire Battalion 
at Coventry. Before the re-organisation ?f the -~det 
Battalion in the County of London in 1944 it was divided 
into two separate Units, the 1st West of. ~<::mdon ~det 
Corp (Royal Signals) and the London Divisional Signals 
(Wandsworth) Cadet Corps. 

The object of the Army Cadet Force is to form the 
character of cadets, to make them good cjtizens and, by 
their training, to prepare them for entry into the Army. 
This Unit has striven particularly to interest cadets m 
Signals and to encourage and help them to join the Corps 
when they became old enough to join up, or as frequently 
happens, when they volunteer to join H.M. f'.orces. T~e 
primary tta.ining of all Cadet Battalions consists of . basic 
Military Training up to the standard of War Cer~ficate 
" A." In this Battalion, many cadets have selected Signals 
for post-Certificate " A" training, and at the same time 
Signal Training has been run in parallel with War Certifi
cate " A " training for those interested and able to attend 
an additional parade. The rapid progress made by cadets 
after joining H.M.F. is ample indication of the value of 
the training given by the Battalion. 

The last Annual Inspection of the Battalion . was held 
by Major the Hon. H. R. Allsopp, of the Coldstream 
Guards. 

On Remembrance Day the Battalion provided a Guard 
of Honour for the Honorary Colonel of the 7th London 
Brigade, RF.A. (Major-General Sir Claude F. Liardet, 
K.B.E., C.B., D.S.O., T.D., D.L.) at their 0 .C.A. parade. The 
General complimented the Guard on its bearing and smart 
turn-out. 

Since returning from last year's Annual Summer Camp 
at Stanmer Park, Brighton, the Battalion bas settled down 
to routine training for War Certificate "A." An exam
ination took place on 8th February, when 12 cadets passed 
Part I of the examination. During the examinations the 
Battalion was visited by the Colonel Commandant of the 
County of London, Colonel C. W. Fort, M.B.E., M.C., and 

Lieut.-Colonel J. E. Williams, M.C., Commanding Officer, and Cadet W illiams. 

we were encouraged by his letter to the C.0., in which. 
the Colonel said that be was impressed by the numbers, 
appearance and conduct of those on parade. Colonel 
Fort was accompanied by Lieutenant-Colonel R. Lockyer 
Clark, the Deputy Commandant of the area. Colonel 
Lockyer Clark's frequent visits to the Unit are always 
welcomed because of the valuable advice he gives, based on 
his own experience as a Battalion Commander. 

Summer Camp, Shoreham-on-Sea 
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The Battalion has recently provided entrants to several 
<:ompetitions arranged in the County of London in shoot
i ng, boxing and football. Unfortunately, we have not 
been so successful with football and boxing as with shoot
ing. A team has been entered for the County of London 
Inter-Battalion Shooting Competition, and it is thought 
:that the team has a good chance of success. 

During the season several successful dances have been 
beld with the help of No. 264 (7th London) Field Regi
ment, R.A. (T.A.). The Drill Hall was kindly loaned for 
the purpose by the Commanding Officer, Lieutenant-Colonel 
E. R. Mayer, T.D., who has generously handed the profits 
.of the dances to the Cadet funds. 

After being at the Drill Hall, 66 High Street, Fulham, 
now the H.Q. of No. 264 (7th London) Field Regiment, 
R.A. (T.A.), for a number of years, we moved recently to 
Fulham House, 87 High Street, Fulham, the H .Q. of No. 23 
<Southern) Corps Signal Regiment, T.A., commanded by 

SIGNALS ASSOCIATION 

Branch 
Birmingham 

Major F. Braine again presided at the ·committee meet
ing on Thursday, 25th March, our Chairman, Brigadier 
E. A. James, O.B.E., T.D., D.L., still being under the doctor's 
orders. The Committee's greetings to Brigadier James, 
and we sincerely hope that he will be with us again long 
before tbese notes appear. New committee members are: 
Miss J. Pilkington, Captain R. S. Evans and Mr. L. 
Whitmarsh. They are very welcome indeed. Now that 
the restrictions on numbers attending banquets have been 
removed, we turn our attention once more to the question 
of the Annual Dinner. 2nd October is the date in mind 
at the moment, but we hope to be in a position to tell 
you more about this in the near future. Another thing we 
shall enjoy telling you about will be the outing by motor 
coach to the Royal Tournament in June. Everything is 
organised, and we don't even care if it rains. We have 
no doubt whatever that our Honorary Secretary has even 
looked after this and has made an arrangement with the 
Meteorological Office for something special in the way of 
sunshine. Everyone is very interested in the news regard
ing Mercury House, Bournemouth, and all members here 
agree that such an establishment will be a most suitable 
memorial. Many of us will look forward to paying a visit 
to Mercury House and one feels that a meeting with an 
old friend is certain to result. Captain Ralph Ironmonger 
will b:: attending the meeting of Branch Secretaries in 
London and has his notes all ready. It is always a tonic 
to listen to Ralph, for he knows what he is talking about 
and has the Association very much at heart. A very fair 
crowd turned up in the Crown Hotel after the Committee 
meeting.' Not, of course, as large as the one before. The 
annual meeting certainly draws a goodly company. We 
are now to consider ways and means of making the usual 
monthly meetings m01:e attractive, and to plan some form 
of entertainment for the winter. It is to be hoped that 
the fuel position will be easier by that time, for undoub
tedly the temperature of the room affects the attendance. 
!he entertainment we have in mind need not necessarily 
mvolve the engagement of red-nosed comedians. One 
always feels so sorry for these hard-working people who 
never quite " make it," and it must be admitted that we 
don't like feeling sorry for other people these days. 
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Lieutenant-Colonel E. W. G . Knight, T.D. We were sorry 
to have to leave 66 High Street, because we had operated 
there over a number of years in the varying circumstances 
presented by the War. The Gunners whom we left were 
very helpful to the Unit, and since transferring to the 
Signals premises we have been welcomed by generous offers 
of help. 

Cadets from the Signal Platoon of.the Unit have attended 
Signal Courses held by the School of Signals, Catterick, 
and by London District, and all those who attended the 
courses have been successful in passing the Signal Qualifying 
Test . 

We have been fortunate in increasing the complement 
of officers recently, two having joined us on transfer from 
other counties. In addition, we have had the benefit of 
two under-officers, one joining us from a Royal Signals 
Unit and the other an ex-cadet of the Unit on the com
pletion of his military service. 

Notes 
We might have a Brains Trust or a Quiz. Someone 

may give a ten minute lecture. Perhaps someone will 
start a fight. You never know. In any case, a couple of 
hours could be used up quite well with a little ogranisa
tion, hateful word though it is. Corne and see us now 
that you have your " basic." Last Thursday in the month 
at the Crown Hotel~ Broad Street. It will prob3bly be your 
tum to pay, but don't let that stop you. 

" BARLEUX ., 

Sheffield and District 

At the March meeting, held on 24th March in the Ex
Services' Institute, Milk Street, Sheffield, after the brief 
discussion of business matters affecting the formation of 
the Branch, attention was turned to the preparation for 
an attractive programme of social affairs. 

The first function of such a nature is a Dance, which 
is to be held at Greystones, Sheffield, on 19th May. In 
addition to the usual buffet and bar, one committee 
member has discreetly hinted at a cab3ret. Members, and 
others interested, should note that full details will be 
announced in the Press, and an eye should be kept on the 
advertisement columns of the local papers. 

All members were gratified at the size of the turn-up 
at the last meeting, but the room will hold lots more, and, 
if necessary, the Committee is prepared to secure larger 
floor space! Many war-time comradeships have already 
been renewed; and if any members resident in the district 
have not already contacted the Secretary, be is Mr. G. J. 
Oliver, and his address is 80 Holmhirst Road, Sheffield, 8. 

Newcastle and District 

Brigadier G. H. Walton, c.B.E., T.D., D.L., was in the 
chair at our Committee Meeting held on Monday, 1st 
March. Immediately following this meeting the com
mittee adjourned to he Bridge Hotel, Newcastle, to 
attend the Annual General Meeting. Here the attendance 
was somewhat disappointing. However, those present 
gave a good account of themselves and, on the whole, the 
meeting was quite successful. · 

Our committee has been strengthened by the addition of 
Major A. H . Donnelly and Sergeant Mick Henry. 
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Lieutenant-Colonel T. . . Mensley, M.B.E., T.D., replaces 
Lieutenant-Colonel H. M. Kirkcaldy, o.B.E., as Vice-

Chairman. 
It i thought that there may be a number of ex-members 

of the Corp in this area who are not members of the local 
branch of the O.C.A. hould these notes catch the eye 
of any such old friends they may be interested to know 
that there is a hearty welcome waiting for them at the 
No. 3 Squadron Club, 50th (N) Division Signal Regiment, 
T.A., The Drill H'all Elmgrove Terrace Gateshead. Come 
along and meet Mick Henry, who will tell you all about 

it. May we be permitted to congratulate the Corps Com-
mittee on having established in Bournemouth the first of 
the two Royal Signals War Memorial Holiday Clubs. We 
hope that the second club, to be located in the North of 
Engbnd, will b~ established in the not too distant future. 

"N.J.W." 

Salisbury 
The Branch Re-union Dinner was held on Saturday, 

6th March at the Cafe Rendezvous, Salisbury, with the 
following in attendance, as shown in the accompanying 
photograph: Top row (standing) Messrs. Joy, Baker, 
Simms, B:llley, Thompson, Relf, Greatorex (Honorary Secre
tary), Lieutenant-Colonel P.R. Hyde, o.B.E., a guest, Messrs. 
Sartain, Robertson, McKenna, Grey, guest, guest, Mr. Bent, 
Major Phillips. Seated (back table, left to right): Brigadier 
W. A. Scott, c.B.E., Councillor Gordon (Mayor of Salis
bury), Brigadier E . J. Murphy, C.B.E. (General Secretary), 
Brigadier R. H. Willan, o.s.o., M.C. (President), Colonel · 
A. C. Allan, n.s.o., M.C. (Vice-President), Major J. Wheeler 
(Chairman). Seated front (left to right): Messrs. Good
ridge, Lapham, Hand, Cox, Major A. Trapmore (Treasurer), 
the Rev. W. Hughes, Brigadier A. C. Sykes, C.B.E., o.s.o., 
guest, guest. We apologise for the obscurity of the General 
Secretary of the Royal Signals Association in the enclosed 
photograph (if one looks very hard, one may discern the 
wave of hair adorning Major Trapmore--well, that's the 
General Secretary's property). 
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~Te of the Salisbury Branch have been very busy organ
ising various functions. Our draw on the Grand National 
proved very popular and showed quite a good profit, 
although the big prize money eluded our members. 

evertheless, several consolation awards found their way 
to deserving cases. 

We held a dance at the Guildhall, Salisbury on 9th April, 
and, although it proved to be a financial loss, a very 
pleasant evening was spent by those who did attend, and 
now we are looking forward with great anticipation to a 
b:.imper night on 13th May, on the occasions of the visit 
of the Corps Band, who are playing at a dance on that 
d'ilte. We feel sure that with the help and co-operation of 
oi.lr neighbours, the Southern Command Signal Regiment 
we shall have no fear of a loss on this occasion. 

"SARUM ., 

ISrisCol and Diidrict 
The Bristol Branch goes from strength to strength· 

membership is steadily increasing and the most ambitious 
so::ial function yet held by the branch was an outstanding 
success. This took the form of a Dance on Saturday, 3rd 
April, which was held at the Drill Hall in Old Market 
Street with the willing assistance and co-operat~on of our 
good friends the 44th Royal Tank Regiment, T.A., who 
were ably represented at the function by their Adjutant, 
Captain Miller. About 180 qf our own members, their 
friends and members of the local T.A. Signal Units came 
along to enjoy the fun and, it may be a hackneyed phrase 
but it's true, a good time was had by all. The success of 
the venture was mainly due to the very hard work put 
in by our Social Secretary, Mr. Barr (does anyone else 
remember him doing similar things in No. 1 Command 
Signals?) and as a result we were able to devote a sub
stantial profit to Branch funds. For my own part, I am 
sure that I was not the only one who ran into a number 
of old friends with whom one had served both at home 
and abroad. 

The monthly informal meeting at the " Old Duke " on 
9th April was once again well attended, and the Secretary 

T HE WIRE . MAY 1948 

found no d.ifficulty in obtaining sufficient names for the 
proposed skittles team! More news of this later. For 
those ~ho found. the atmosphere of the private room too 
nostalg1c, the Pr1v~te Bar was available, graced with the 
presence of C~therine La~ey and other members of the 
well-known. Bristol Old Vic Company. We could throw 
an earth pm from the " Old Duke" into the pit of the 
Theatre Royal ! 

Under this month's personal column we regret to have 
to anno~ce the resignation of Mr. Barr, who has been 
our _Socia~ Secretmy and .worked so hard for the Branch. 
H~ i_s ta~mg up ~n appomtment with the Forestry Com
m1ss1?n m ~odmm, ~nd we wish him all the best in his 
new_ JOb. His place 1s taken by Ken Brown (some of the 
Sahibs m~y remember him in No. 4 Corps Signal Re i
ment durmg the Imphal days). He has a lot of work ~ 
h~nd and he starts the job with our confidence and besnt 
wishes. 

Hey! Barleux of Birmingham! That's right, you at 
th~ top of the page'· Have you heard anything yet about 
this proposed combmed outing of ours? It has been 
suggested that we meet at some place like Malvern during 
{uly or August-I know the Bristol Branch is very keen 

expect we shall hear from you before our next meetin~ 
on l 4dth May though, and maybe we two scrib0 s will meet 
some ay! ~ 

B The big f?rthcoming attraction is the visit of the Corps 
V:~·d to Bristol on ~5th May. This is the Saturday of 
A as.~ and a comrruttee comprising representatives of the 

ssooauo?, No. 12 A.A. Signal Regiment TA N 1 
A.R:G. Signal Squadron, T.A., and No. z A..A.' Si~nal 
Regiment, T.A., has already started work on or.ganisin 
a Con~ert . to be followed by a Dance during the evenin g 
~~s will take place at . the New Drill Hall on Horfief;j 

ak on, a.pd we are hopmg for 1l record attendance So 
m e a note of the _date. As I have mentioned previ~usl 
our. usual, monthly mformal meeting will be held the ni ~~ 
before at the same place and the same time (7.30 pm ) g 

All the best for now-we shall be along i·n J . . . . I une agam. 
"D.P.J.H." 
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SPORTS NOTES 

Rugby 

ROY AL SIGNALS EASTER TOUR. Royal Signals 
Rugby XV have just concluded a most enjoyable Easter 
Tour in Wales. 

The party t~avelled to London on Friday, 26th March, 
the officers bemg accommodated for the weekend at the 
~fficers' Club? Gloucester Road, and the other ranks stay
mg at the U~1on Jae~ Club. On Saturday the team played 
the Metropolitan Pobce on their ground at Hendon. The 
gro.und was very dry and hnd, and a troublesome wind 
which blew across the _ground_ ruined the game. A scrappy, 
rough game resulted m a wm for the Police by 9 points 
to 3. 

In this match we were unfortunate in having a centre 
three-qua~t~r and a forward injured-the former, L. Gloag, 
so badly miured that_ he could take no further part in the 
tour, and Rawson bemg unable to play in the Pontypridd 
game. 

On Easter Monday the party assembled at Paddington and 
caught the 8.55 ~.m. train for Cardiff, and Pontypridd. 

:8eadquarters m Wales were the New Inn Hotel, Ponty
pn~d, a very comfortable hostelry noted for the excellence 
of its fare. ~he sever~! Welsh players in the Signals team 
stayed at their respe<:Ove homes and they invited one or 
two others to stay with them, thus leaving a party of 1 g 
or 19 accommodated at the New Inn. 

Pontypridd gave Signals a grand game, which was 
watched by the largest crowd the home team have had this 
season. Pia)'. was. fast and open, some smart handling 
m~>Vements. bemg given by both sides, and a draw was a 
fair re~ecuon of the play. The large crowd undoubtedly 
appreciated . the finer points of the game, and the Signals' 
team ca.m_e. m for many congratulations after the match on 
the exhibmon of good Rugby. 

Both the games in Wales were characterised by clean 
open play, and the Signals' players were enthusiastic over 
the type of football played by Pontypridd and Ebbw Vale 
The result of the Pontypridd match was a draw, 8 point~ 
all. Our _scorers were Parfitt (penalty goal) and Williams 
(a try which Parfitt converted). 

On Easter Tuesday, after lunch at the New Inn, the 
party wen~ by motor coach to Ebbw Vale. The journey 
w_as a delightful one, and those who did not know the 
hills and valleys of Wales were much impressed by the 
scenery. 

As the Ebbw Vale ground was being re-turfed, the game 
was playe? on the Bryn Mawr ground, 2t miles from Ebbw 
Val~, a ruce stretch of turf 1,200 feet up. 

Si.gnals were unlucky not to win, as they came near to 
scormg on ~ny occasi?ns, and they sadly missed L. Gloag 
on the left wmg to firush off numerous openings made by 
Rees. 

Towards the close, a short kick ahead was fielded by 
Whee~er, w~o ran strongly and passed to Brander, who 
only JUSt failed t.o reach the line after a forty yard run. 
On another occas1on, ~roggett was clean through, but wa 
overhauled. . The whistle weru with Signal pressing 
strongly but JUSt unable to get the score which would have 
won th<:m the match. Result: Ebbw Vale 11 points 
Royal Signals 8 points. ' 

After th.e game the party were very hospitably entertained 
at the ~ridge End Hotel, Ebbw Vale, returning later in 
the evenmg to . Pontypridd, where a number attended the 
annual dance given by the Pontypridd County School Old 
Boys. 

The party returned to Catterick on Wednesday, 31st 
March, and everyone voted the visit to Wales had been a 
great success. 
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Brltltda .<\rmrt ol die Rhine 
(co1itinued from page 138) 

Subaltern Roe will be able to offer Ehrwald leave as a 
further inducement to signing on. She is our Re-enrolments 
Officer and many dread to go near her door in case she will 
talk them into signing an agreement to serve for another two 
vears. 
- Gleaning knowledge at Gottingen, the Formation College 
of B.A.0.R. is ubaltern J. Cahill, who is attending a Pre
Release Course as her time with the Army is drawing 
rapidly to a close. She hopes to be released about ~he 
beginning of May and will have completed 8-! years' service 
in the A.T.S., three of those abroad. 

Other OvPrseas Stations (continued from page 141) 

visited the island; during their stay they were the guests of 
the unit. A concert was given in Famagusta and the band 
also played in the camp. 

Sports have been hampered in the unit by the difficulty 
in finding a suitable plot of land. The rock is very near 
the surface and the plot originally selected proved impossible 
to level. A bard tennis court is being laid. In the summer 
and autumn months much use was made of the excellent 
bathing beach at Famagusta. 

In spite of the difficulties, sport has flourished. H.Q. 
stands fifth in the District Soccer Competition and our 
Troop at Nicosia has finished third in the Area League. A 
Rugby fifteen has b...oen formed and has played several games; 
we have also had occasional hockey matches. 

At Christmas we had a promising concert party and a 
dance band, but the ravages of release have since then 
temporarily, at any rate, put the concert party out of 
action, though the male voice choir is still flourishing, and 
the dance band is hampered by the lack of certain vital 
instrumentalists. 

Territorial Army (continued from page 147) 
Association, details of which you will find in their own 
notes. A very happy state of co-operation exists between us 
and the local Branch which is, of course, just as it should 
be. 

Our auxiliaries are busily arranging various activities. 
There is talk of a swimming club and some whist drives 
being laid on shortly. 

The Sergeants' Mess was opened last Thursday by the 
G.0.C. It is a combined R.A. and Signals effort, and we 
hope to arrange lots of social functions in the near future. 

"DIDO .. 

No. 25 A.A. (M) SIGNAL SQUADRON, BLIGH
MONT DRILL HALL, MILLBROOK ROAD, SOUTH
AMPTON. This Squadron was formed in Southampton 
in May last year under the happiest auspices, embodying 
from the outset as it did two Officers and a number of 
senior N.C.0.s from the pre-war T.A., of whom several 
have close connections with A.A. 

A mixed Squadron was new experience to some, and 
viewed at first with " mixed" feelings, but its advantages 
soon became apparent. The social activities of the Unit 
have been much fuller and more lively than those possible 
in an all-m;:ile Unit, and have, no doubt, been largely 
responsible for our A.T.S. establishment. The gay social 
~und has not o::cupied all our time, for in spite of con
siderable difficulties, mainly of accommodation, we have 
buckled down to some serious training, and business and 
pleasure have been combined in a Sunday " recce " for a 
proiccrcd week-end camp. 

As we go to Press, an A.T.S. handicraft exhibition, the 
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first we believe of its kind, has attracted man entries of 
' a high standard and considerable interest. . 

\Ve are rapidly settling down from a motley coll~uon 
of men and women in uniform, trained and untramed, 
" Rookie " and " Old Sweat," into an efficient Unit, and 
are looking forward to our first annual camp in this 
capacity. "SAMPT,, 

PUBLICATIONS RECEIVED 
Receipt of the following publications is gratefully ack

nowledged: 
CALLING ALL GUNNERS, January-March. 
SAMBAND (Royal Norwegian Signal Training Centre), 

March. 
R.E.M.E., April. 
CATTERICK EXPRESS, 20th March, 3rd and 17th April. 

BORDERERS' CHRONICLE, March. 

ROYAL PIONEER, March. 
JOURNAL OF THE ROYAL ARMY SERVICE CoRPS, March. 

ST. GEORGE'S GAZETTE, March. ' 
H.L.I. CHRONICLE, April. 

Th4? Story ol • Phantom • 
(continued from page 131) 

British and Canadian Division and every American Corps. 
In addition, a complete Squadron was allotted to the 

Special Air Service Brigade, and Phantom P~trols dropped 
with Special Air Service detachments far behmd the enemy 
lines to wireless back the vital information available to these 
intrepid soldiers. . . 

By this time No. 2 Regiment was similarly orgamsed m 
Italy and "Hoppy's" dream of five years earlier had come 
true, with Phantom cover on every front. 

All this in no way affected the normal Signals Plan, and 
was merely imposed on the existing system of communi
cations in order to provide the Force Commander with the 
vital operational information so urgently required in modern 
war. A Patrol consisting of a trained Staff Officer and six 
men under a corporal would be attached to the H.Q. of any 
Force for a particular task and would report direct to the 
Force Commander via Phantom S.H.Q. or R.H.Q. all urgent 
news of an operational nature, by-passing all the normal 
steps in the chain of communications. 

When the war in Europe drew to a close, a 3rd Regiment 
of Phantom was quickly formed to go to S.E.A.C. and con
tinue the good work there. But the atom bomb finished the 
war and stopped the Regiment just as it was about to fly 
East. 

So after some consultation in high places No. 3 G.H.Q. 
Liaison Regiment returned to Germany in October, 1945, to 
serve with H.Q., B.A.O.R., and the Army of Occupation. 

Phantom had always had armoured cars and worn black 
berets, and latterly all the non-Signals personnel were trans
ferred to R.A.C. But since their job was almost 100 per 
cent. communications the Regiment became a Signals 
responsibility, was reduced to a Squadron, and re-named 
No. 3 Independent Phantom Signal Squadron in 1946. 

As the Army reduced, so did Phantom, and it was cut 
to its present strength in 1947 and continues to serve H.Q., 
B.A.0.R., to this day. So the black beret, the armoured 
cars with their wireless sets and the white " P " on a black 
square, continue to mystify people just as they did in the 
old days at Richmond, when everyone wanted to know 
"What is Phantom?" Now you know. 

THE WIRE, MAY 1948 

HAWKES & CO., LTB. 

Tailors to the 

ROYAL SIGNALS 

Civil and Mil£tary Tailors and Outfitters 

UNIFORMS AND MUFTI 

MADE TO MEASURE 

Lounge Suits, Overcoats, Hacking Jackets, Blazers, Shirls, 

..--------------Shoes, etc., in stock for immediate wear 

I SA VILE ROW, LONDON, 
Ladies' Department on rst Floor 

TELEPHONE: REGENT OJ 86 

W.l 

68 HIGH STREET, CAMBERLEY 
TELEPHONE:CAMBERLEY829 

MASON & CO. 
Boot and Shoe Repairers 

HAND-SEWN WORK A SPECIALITY 

Government Co111raclors for Repairs carried 
out · by Highly Skilled Repairers. 

SHUTE ROAD AND BAGHDAD LINES 
CATTERICK CAMP 

TELEPHONE: CATTERICK CAMP 112 
Branches: Darlington, N orthallerto11. 

BAINBRIDGE & CO .. 
for 

Bl\DGES • HUTl'ONS • CAl'S 

F Rong• of Good, in Stock I 
Regimental Outfitters 

JU ,\ Il K E T P I. A C E , R I C ii JU 0 :\' D 

(opp. King's H ead Hotel) 

The above Advertisers support our Magazine. 
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..... 

Cold Goes in a Few 
Hours 

Deur Sirs, 1ltchnm. 
I felt I must write to you In praise 

of 'ASPRO'. I had a shocking cold 
this morning nnd took three 'ASPRO' 
and by 3 p.m. my cold was nearly 
Qone. Yours faithfully, J. v. E. 

Nurse ReUeves Nerve 
Strain 

Dear Sirs, Cheltenham , Glos. 
I stlll find 'ASPRO ' very bene

ficial In cuses of hendnches and 
nerves, especlnlly In times of heavy 
strain, and cun thoroughly recom
mend them. - Yours sincerely, 

URSE L. (C. .R.). 
( 'ame and address 1rithlu!lcl for rf'tnOIU 

of professional niqunte.) 

Obtainable from your 
N.A.A.F.I. CANTEEN 
Made by ASPRO LTD .. ~ 

Slough, Bucks ~ 

Will our readers please support them In return? 



The H Dou ble Jimmy" 

In War and Peace 

The Army chooses 

The Royal Signa ls Display Te i m (Catterick) have used 
Triu mph machi nes since 1932. See them in the 
magn ificent 1948 Display at the Royal Tou rnament 
and other sh :>w; th roughout the e:>untry. 

Trlwnplt Englnenlng Co. Lid., Meriden Works, Allesley, Co•·entry 

In attendance for 

Officers and Cadets of 

the Royal Signals 11 

Clement H. Sunderland Ltd. 
Military Tailors and Complete 
Regimental Outfitters 

Market Place 
Richmond 
and at 

Yorks 

HIGH STREET, - ALDERSHOT 
and Bra11cht1 

Head Ol'ficc: 

28 NORTH JOHN STRBBT, 1,IVERPOOL 

Parnaby and Swalwell 
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STATIONERS 

Toys,. Sports and Fancy Goods 
Agents for Printing 
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MllS. A. L. Sl•ENCER 

Gun Maker & Fishing 
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5 IFINKl.E ~THEET • RIC"ll lUOND 
Y orks 

e..iablishcd 1824 
Hand Lbaded Toys and 
Spor1ing Cartridges Fancy Goods 

Club and Y orkshire Fishing B oard Permits 

The above Advertisers support our Magazine. WIH our readers please support them In return? 
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Volume 2 New Series No. 6 

l"RICEi ONE SHILLING 

WAR OFFICE CIVILIAN 'WIRELESS SER V I CE 

EX-OPERA TORS, and particularly Operators Special, will be interested to 
learn that the War Office has a considerable number of vacancies in their 

Civilian Wireless Service. Essential qualifications for entry are British birth, 
general fitness, and ability to receive Morse at 20 words per minute. 

Good experience as an Operator is an advantage, as it will enable a man 
to make quicker progress from Civilian Radio Operator Grade II, on entry, 
to Grade I, which is normally reached by examination. Operators with the 
following Army qualifications are exempt from the examination and may 
enter as Civilian Radio Operators, Grade I: Operator Special, B.l; Operator 
Signals, B.1; Operator Wireless, B.l; Operator W /T and Keyboard, A.I. 

Pay varies according to age and grading, e.g., a C.R.O. Grade II gets 
98/- per week at 21, 106/ - per week at 25 years and, if still in Grade II when 
33 years old, will be getting 130/- per week. C.R.O. Grade I gets 104/- per 
week at 21 years; 120/ - per week at 25 years, and thereafter by annual incre
ments of 5/- per week up to a maximum of 165/- per week. Charge Hands 
receive 10/- per week in addition to their Grade I rate of pay. 

There is a liability for Foreign Service; time spent abroad in relation 
to time spent at home will be roughly in the ratio of one to three; foreign 
stations will be staffed with volunteers as far as possible. 

Fuller details of accommodation, work, pay, promotion, establishment, 
Foreign Service and allowances may be seen in the pamphlet entitled "War 
Office Civilian Wireless Service"-" What you get and How you get it," a 
copy of which can be obtained from your H.Q., Royal Signals Association, 
88 Eccleston Square, S.W.l. 

Those interested should write to: 
The Under Secretary of State, 

The War Office (C.4.(a)), 
Room 453, Hotel Metropole, 

orthumberland Avenue, 
London, W.C.2, 

and ask for any further information they require. 

ROYAL SIG. -ALS BA..~D 

A recent increase in establishment allows for ten boys in the 
Corps Band. T here are at the moment vacancies for four boys 
between the ages of 15-16! years. Applicants should have a 
knowledge of the pianoforte or some stringed or wood-wind 
instrument. 

Members or ex-Members of the Corps are invited to recom
mend suitable boys whose parents wish them to make a sound 
career in Military M usic to : 

THE BAND PRESIDENT, 
H.Q. SCHOOL OF SIGNALS, 

CATTERICK CAMP. 



ROY.\L SIG ".\LS GOLF SOCIETY 

.\1\-:\"l U, ~IEETl~G 

All golfer are reminded that. the 1?48 Annual Meeting 
of the Royal ignals Golf Society will take place at the 
North Rants Golf Club, Fleet Rants, .on ~hursday, 26th, 
and Friday 27th August. This meetmg 1s ?pen ~o all 
officers, Regular and otherwise, who are se~ng wt~h or 
who have served with Royal Signals. We especially wish to 
bring the event to the notice of ex-officers. of the O:>rps, 
many of whom, it is thought, do not realise that such a 
meeting i held. . . 

Entry form for the meeting may be bad on apphca~on 
to the Honorary Secretary, Royal S~gnals Golf SOCJ~ty, 
Headquarters chool of Signals, Catterick Camp, Yorkshire. 
Entries close on 12th August. 

* 
THE "\'ICTOR\.. (EX-SER\"ICES) CLUB 

The new Victory (Ex-Services) Club at 73/ 79 Seymour 
treet, near Marble Arch, will open in the. summer of 1948. 

The present Victory Club in Holborn, wh~cb ~as welcomed 
at least one million men, since its foundi~g m 1907, was 
three times blitzed in the recent war and 1s far too small 
to meet the great needs of our ex-Service men and won:iC?· 

The new premises, with about 200 beds and ample living 
and recreation rooms, will provide a centre wber~ mem~ 
of both sexes can obtain bedrooms and food at pnces which 
they can afford-and a welcome always! :8i:re will als? be 
held re-unions of Old O:>mrades' Associaoons, .meetings, 
entertainments, etc. It also houses '?ur long-estab~sbed and 
active Welfare Branch, giving advtce and help ID all ~ 
settlement problems, and working in closest collaboratton 
with other charitable organisations. 

The club is democratic, and is available to ex-Service 
members irrespective of rank, sex, etc. 

Charges for membership, acC?mmoda~o1?- a~d food are 
very reasonable. Thus membership subs~poon 1s only 10( 
for one year, or £5 for life. For details re membership 
apply to the Secretary, Victory Club, 47 Bedford Row, 
W.C.l. 

Ho Ille 
Stations 

ROYAL SIGNALS O.C.T.U. 

May 

Pass Off Parades. It has been customary for O:>urses to 
pass out of the O.C.T.U. on Tuesdays, but yvith the com
missioning ceremony for O:>urse 196 taking pla~ on 
Saturday, 10th April, a new precendent has been established. 
Brigadier W. C. V. Galwey, O.B.E., M.C., O:>mmandant 
S.T.C., took the salute, whilst the Commandant's cane was 
awarded to the Senior Under Officer on parade, Officer
Cadet Lawton. 

When Course 197 passed out on 22nd April, the salute 
was taken by O:>lonel G. S. O'N. Power, c.B.E., Chief 
Instructor, School of Signals. The Senior Under Officer 
was Officer-Cadet P. J. F. Wheeler, and the Commandant's 
cane was awarded to Officer-Cadet P. M. Dickinson. 

Wedding. The wedding of Miss Wendy Worlledge, 
daughter of O:>lonel and Mrs. J. P. G. Worlledge, of Glen
william Castle, O:>. Limerick, to Captain Aubrey Stuart 
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Rawson, Royal Signals, oi Royal Signals O.C.T.U., son of 
Major-General and Mrs. G. G. Rawson, took place on 20th 
April at Ballingarry Parish Church. . . 

The service was conducted by tb.e ~ev. T .. A. W~lkinson, 
of Kington, Herefordshire, the bnde s co~sm'. assisted by 
the Ven. Archdeacon J. T. Waller, of L1menck, and the 
Rev. O'Daunt, of Adare and Ballingarry. 

The bride was given away by her father, and was attended 
by one bridesmaid and be~ sister Anna~. The best man 
was Captain N. G. R. Halliday, R.oyal . S1gi;als. . 

Wearing a dress of white maroca.m ':"'~th s1l".er embro1~ery, 
the bride carried a bouquet of white ~ns, whilst the b~des
maid's dress was of yellow organdie and she earned a 
victorian posy. . . 'lliarn 

The reception was held m ideal weather at Glenw1 
Castle, where the presents were displ~y~. . 

The honeymoon was spent motoring m. the West ~f 
Ireland. The happy couple have our best wishes for their 
future happiness. 

Congratulations. O:>ngratulations t? W.O.II (Q.M.S.) 
(Foreman of Signals) Jenkinson on his promotion to that 
rank. 

Pentathlon. We entered a team for this annual event, 
which took place at the RM.A., Sandburst, from 19th to 
24th April. The three Officer-Cadet~ comprising the team, 
together with the two reserves~ tramed bard and by the 
time the contest took place bad reached a reasonable 
standard. Many of the competitors t~ng pa_r~ in the 
contest which took place under Olympic condittons! are 
already' Olympic Games possibilities. Our team gaine? eighth 
place, with Officer-Cadets King, Selby and Bruce m 36th, 
44th and 46th individual placings. 

Garrison Miniature Rifie League. Our Miniature Rifle 
Team still maintains its lead of six points in the league 
shoot, by having won all the 15 matches ?i'ed. ~be team 
bad the highest aggregate for the fourth ttme this season, 
scoring 2,970 points out of a possible o~ 3,200. Officer
Cadet Henry, by scoring 99 per cent:, received a medal and 
money prize, whilst the second pnze went. to the Team 
Captain, Captain D. S. A. Hutley, G.M., with a score of 
98.9 per cent. 

Mountaineering Club. The Club had three meetings 
during the month. On 4th April, . five members u~der 
Captain N. G. R. Halliday made the iourney to Almsclifk 
The weather was rather cloudy, but at intervals the sun 
broke through to dispel some of the chill in the air. The 
party broke up to pick out climbs which interested them 
most. Bruce Jones made straight for a traverse on Loyv 
Man which had defied him on a previous meet. On this 
occa~ion he completed the climb and, for good measure, 
repeated his performance. Seven climbs were attempted, 
and included South Chimney, South Face and Long 
Chimney. Of all these climbs, the South Face received the 
most attention. Nearly all the party managed to surmount 
this tricky wall, but some found the rock too greasy on a 
particularly delicate move. Langdale was the ba~e for 
climbing activities on 10th/11th and 24th/25th Apnl, the 
weather during both camps being excellent. 

On the way out on 10th April, Lewis (leader), Haycock 
and Band were dropped off to climb Scout Crag before 
dark. On Sunday the main party climbed Pavey Ark (2,351 
feet) in three parties each ~f two: Haycock an~ Miller 
climbed Little Gully. Lewis, with Second-Lieutenant 
Glasspool in one party and Band and Driver Moore in 
another party, climbed Great Gully. 

The three parties then met and climbed Guins Chimney. 
This was found to be rather hard work and very tiring. 
On the way down some scree was encountered and the party 
were endangered by pieces of rock dislodged from ab:>Ve. 
Meanwhile the administrative party scrambled to the top 
of Langdale Pike by an easy route; they continued to walk 
and climb until they reached the top of Harrison's Pike. 
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Finally they scrambled to the top of Pike O'Stickle, return
ing via a large stretch of scree to Camp. 

In the evening, with Lewis leading one party and Band 
leading a second, Middle Fell Buttress (1,500 feet) was 
tackled. This climb was difficult in parts and there was a 
fair exposure. The main object of this climb was to give 
the new members an introduction to the more difficult 
climbs. On Saturday, 24th April, Scout Crag was again 
successfully completed with Lewis leading Liversedge and 
Marsden on No. 1 Route and with Band leading Exell and 
Haycock along Route No. 2. 

On Sunday the party set off for Bow Fell, the foot of 
which was reached after two hours of hard going. The toil 
was well rewarded by the extraordinarily clear view of the 
distant mountains, with the sea to the far South. 

Bow Fell Buttress (350 feet, very difficult) was climbed 
in good time by Lewis and Jones, whilst Band, Exell and 
Miller tackled the Cambridge climb successfully. Lunch was 
taken on the top of Bow Fell in glorious sunshine and with 
wonderful visibility. 

After lunch, parties were re-arranged to give everyone 
further climbing experience. Bow Fell, Cambridge and 
Plaque Route climbs formed the afternoon programme. 
When tackling Bow Fell, a sheep was found to be in diffi
culties on a ledge. Its rescue unhurt entailed an ingenious 
method of belaying. 

Soccer. The Soccer season finished rather badly from 
the Unit's point of view, most of the leading players having 
gone out on release. Our teams fared quite well on the 
whole, the 1st XI team finishing sixth and the 2nd XI 
team eleventh in their respective leagues. The 1st XI also 
reached the final of the District League. 

Played Won Lost Drew Points 
1st Team .. .... .. ...... . 13 6 5 2 14 
2nd Team .... .... .. .. 18 8 10 0 16 

Mention ought to be made of the Warrant Officers' and 
Sergeants' Mess who, taking advantage of the weakened 
Unit team, challenged the team. The challenge was taken up 
and the game resulted in a win by 2 goals to 1 in favour 
of the challengers. S.S.M. Craig scored both goals for the 
winners, whilst Signalman McLaren scored for the Unit 
team. 

Six-a-Side Hockey Tournament. Royal Signals O.C.T.U. 
won through to the final of the above tournament, which 
took place on Wednesday, 28th April. 0.C.T.U. had a walk
over in the first round. 

In the second round we played No. 3 Training Regiment 
and won by one goal to nil. A very fast game and full of 
interest for the whole twelve minutes. 

The third round saw us pitting our strength against 7th 
Hussars. This proved to be a very tough affair, and 0.C.T.U. 
eventually won by a short corner. 

The final, against No. 1 Training Regiment, was played 
in a heavy . downpour. We lost by three goals to one, but 
gave a good account of ourselves. 

The following repre ented the O.C.T.U. : Captain 
Cleveley, Captain Brabham, Sergeant Winter, Officer-Cadet 
Ashworth, Officer-Cadet Gill, Officer-Cadet Taylor. 

No. 2 TRAINING REGIMENT 

May 
Since our last notes appeared in THE WIRE there have 

been many changes of personnel, and a decided change in 
the weather. The latter bas been welcomed by all, par
ticularly our' agricultural department and cricket and 
athletics teams. 
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The " Method of Instruction " Team have paid us a 
visit and left their mark in a very pleasant way with advice 
and assistance of all sorts on aspects of training. 

Great interest has been evinced by trainees in the various 
films and models provided for them. Only those directly 
concerned know the large amount of work entailed in 
producing these aids to training. 

The Unit Team, captained and trained by R.S .M . 
Howley, did very well in the Catterick Garrison Rifle Shoot, 
finishing second to Royal Signals O.C.T.U., with 12 teams 
from the Garrison participating. We lost only three 
matches of a series of 15. All praise to the marksmen, and 
may they be second to none next season. 

"The Mons-Trosities," our Unit O:>ncert Party, most 
ably compered by S.Q.M.S. Matthews, gave another very 
enjoyable show to a packed house in the Regimental 
Institute. The C.O., Lieutenant-O:>lonel P. G. Goodeve
Docker, thanked all performers for the very spirited enter
tainment and gave a special word of praise for the organisers 
and those wno had worked so hard behind the scenes. We 
shall miss O:>rporal Harris very much when he proceeds on 
release shortly. He bas worked exceedingly hard in bringing 
the show from scratch to its present high standard. Thank 
you, O:>rporal Harris, and all the very best in civil life. 
Some of the other artistes will be departing soon and more 
talent is urgently required. Don't be shy-" Q " Matthews 
isn't ! H e will give you a welcome, and guide your feet, 
or hands, or voice, to stardom. 

No. 3 SQUADRON. Major W. C. Manning is our new 
O.C. We hear he will be departing for civil life in June, 
after 27 years' service in the O:>rps. We are sorry that his 
stay with us will so short, and wish him all luck in his 
new venture. 

Captain N. F. Holliday and Second-Lieutenants Lewis 
and Swaffer have also joined us as Training Officers. A 
few more senior .C.O.s have also arrived, so our Squadron 
feels quite strong. 

The departure of Second-Lieutenant Whitmarsh on 
Release is a blow ro our sporting activities, but we are 
confident that Captain Higgins will lead us to victory in 
the Unit Sports to be held later in May. Of these, more 
anon. 

No. 4 TRAINING REGIMENT 

May 

As the smell of printer's ink once again wafts through 
our · lines, we cast our minds back over recent events. This 
month we welcomed several new faces, and one old-that of 
the sun. As the sheep gambol over the hills and Catterick 
dons its summer coat, our cricketers and athletes take 
sprightly to the playing fields. With one eye on our Rugby 
and entertainments trophies, their other is covetously turned 
elsewhere. We wish them every success. Also Second
Lieutenant J. Lane and his nimble-footed team, who, in the 
forthcoming Inter-Unit Obstacle Course competition intend 
to prove that ten·a firma is not the only place for them. 
It is to be hoped that there is no cause for alarm in the 
M.I. Room. Rumour bas it that Spring Drills, under R. .M. 
J. Harrison, M.B.E., are momentarily taking the spring )Ut 
of many of those concerned. 

From Yorkshire Moors to Salisbury Plain goes Junior 
Commander A. I. Field, A.T.S., and with her our very 
best wishes. 

Warrant Officers' and Sergeants' Mess. Any trainee visiting 
the Northern Section of the Unit's Lines during the last 
few weeks may well have been surprised to see all the 
Sergeants being drilled. With the advent of more spring 
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The cast of " Showtime " 

drills several members who had to be reminded of the 
sight of a parade ground are now all "right about turns." 

On the entertainments side we ran yet another very 
popular and well-attended dance on 23rd April. 

There have been no departures since our last notes, but 
we record Sergeant Billett's demob in a few days, and wish 
him every success in Civvy Street. 

Hockey. In the Catterick District League we finished 
fourth, our final analysis being 22 matches played,. 12 won, 
and 3 drawn. We should have finished even better 1f we had 
been able to field our full eleven for a greater percentage of 
matches. In the Northern Command Six-a-Side Hockey 
Cup, of which we are the ~olders, we narrowly lost to the 
O.C.T.U. by one goal to ml. 

Rugby. This year's Catterick District Seven-a-Side Rugby 
Competition was played during April. We again added 
another laurel to our sports achievements by beating 
14th/ 20th Hussars in the final, 11- 3. 

Cricket. Now all the cricketers in the Unit are keenly 
practising and we hope to avenge the defeat suffered in 
the final last year. At that time we had five players in the 
Corps team, and if first impressions convey anything we 
shall have a greater proportion this year. 

Entertainments. The highlight of April was a variety show 
staged by members of No. 4 Training Regiment, which 
gained for us the Catterick District Variety Cup. The 
concert, " Sbowtime," was presented twice in the Regiment 
and once at Catterick Military Hospital, and at No. 7 
Selection Regiment, where, before an audience of young 
recruits, Major-General R. T. 0. Cary, C.B.E., o.s .o., 
presented the cup to the M.C., Corporal Oliver. Our thanks 
and congratulations go to members of the cast and the 
back-stage men who gave their time and talent in a first
class show. 

Our usual Sunday dances are proving their worth, if 
one judges by attendances, ru? Sbaiba N.A.A.F.I. is generaly 
packed to capacity. The swing section of the Band is in 
ever-increasing demand for the regular lunch-time concerts, 
when individual requests are played . 

At the moment the Unit Entertainments Committee is 
endeavouring to plan further attractions. The main experi
ments are with the process of organising Unit Games Nights, 
Thursday Night Dances, and a Unit Rambling Club. 

No. 1 SQUADRON. There have been a number of 
changes during the past month in No. 1 Squadron. We 
welcome Lieutenant A. S. Macfadyen and Second-Lieutenant 
H. J. Goldstein to the Squadron; also the four immigrants 
from No. 3 Squadron: Corporals Wally Symmonds, Bert 
Cumming, " Mike " Powne and Lance-Corporal " Puss " 
Ewens. Lance-Corporals " Pippo " Shingler and Bill Lovett 
have also joined the Cadre. 
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Congratulations to Corporals Bradey and Garbett on their 
promotion to Sergeant, and to Lance-Corporals Grange, 
Hines, Powne, Potter and Wood, who were recently busy 
ewing on a further chevron. . 

It is becoming quite a common sight to see members 
of the Squadron doubling smartly_ dowi;t ~o the N.A.A.F.I. 
in the evenings, dressed in P.T. kit, tr~1mng for the forth
coming Inter-Squadron Sports. We wish them the best of 
luck. 

No. 2 SQUADRON. On 17th April tl;te Golden Arr~w 
visted Manchester to assist in the Territon'.11 Army Recruit
ing Drive. The team consisted of Second-Lieutenant Turner, 
Sergeant Regan, Corporal Crabtree (who, incidentally, backed 
the Diesel into a wall on the return 1ourney), Lance-Corporal 
Boys and Section 71 who have now conu:ienced t~e long 
journey which begins at No. 2 Depot Regunen~, Ripon. 

The exhibition was on the whole a great s~ccess, 3:nd 
communication was maintained with the Catterick Station 
until 24th April. The " Home" Station was ~uperintended 
by Sergeant Ambridge and Lance-Corporal Fmdlay. 

During their off-duty periods the members of the Golden 
An·ow Team did their best to paint Manchester red, and 
their visit will be remembered for a considerable time by 
the Mancunians. The team received a visit from the Com
manding Officer and O.C. No. 4 Squadron during their 
stay. . . Offi 

We should like to welcome the new Trammg cer, 
Captain C. Lucas, who has succeeded Captain H. L. H . 
Taylor. 

It is with regret that we say farewell to three members 
of the Cadre : Corporal Paton, Lance-Corporals Finlay 3:nd 
Robinson. " Jock " Paton has obtained the overseas postmg 
he has been wanting for some time, and reports to No. 2 
Depot on 12th May. We hope that life overseas will be to 
his liking, and that he will not regr,~t ~eaving No._ 2 
Squadron. Frankie Robinson and "Jock Fmlay are gomg 
to Civvy Street with 70 Group and we wish them the best 
of luck in their new jobs. 

No. 3 SQUADRON. We welcome to the Squadron the 
return of Major F. A. L. Terry as O.C.; also Captain C. 0. 
Bound, late of Germany, as our new Training Officer. 

Congratulations to Corporals Archibald, Berry, Reed and 
Clark on their promotions to Sergeant. Also to Lance-
Corporals Archer, Brooks, Emery, Oldfield, Strachan and 
Woodward, who have risen to Corporal. 

Our good wishes are extended to Lance-Corporal Kinch, 
who is to be married on 3rd July. 

After the C.O. had given the Regulars a talk on the 
advantages of holding a Forces' Preliminary Certificate, 
there was much talk of pen-pushing. Now many of the 
long service soldiers are really getting down to business by 
attending education classes under the supervision of our 
learned friends on the Cadre. 

No. 4 SQUADRON. The past month has been quite 
eventful for us in No. 4 Squadron. We have had some new 
arrivals, a brace of weddings and some success in the field 
of sport. 

We are pleased to welcome Captain R. S. Campbell and 
Captain R. A. Stewart, who perform the duties of Training 
Officer of 0.R.s 1 and N.C.O.s' Wings respectively. At the 
time of going to press we are given to understand that 
Captain Campbell will be our new Administrative Officer, 
so not only has he our usual warm welcome but our promise 
of an inexhaustible supply of aspirin as well! 

Also in the fold have arrived the live bodies of S.S.M. 
" Busty" Bates, ex-Airborne Division, 'India, and Sergeant 
Hardy, who is late of " K" Travelling Wing. 

The calm of Plymouth's streets was disturbed by the
tinkling of wedding bells when on 3rd April S.S.M. Wall 
was married at Emmanuel Church to Miss Bettina (Tina) 
Berry. By special request we do not make the usual joke 
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about lots of little S.S.M.s, but we do wish them the very 
best of luck. Congratulations also to Lance-Corporal 
" Mickey" Newbury and his bride, Private Margaret 
Birchall, A.T.S., who were married at St. Oswald's Garrison 
Church on 1st May. 

The Sergeants' Mess recently gained Sergeant Daniels, 
whose promotion to this dizzy height has him still in a 
not-so-flat spin. Also on the promotion list were Lance
Corporals Popham, Back, Laycock, Leech, Mason, Oliver 
and McNeil, who now throw away their spears. 

No. 7 SELECTION REGIMENT, 1101'."AL SIGNALS 

May 
We are now submerged completely in the dizzy whirl of 

intakes and outputs, and from above must look like an 
overturned ant heap. The machine works like clockwork 
though and, apart from the inevitable quota of Nig Nogs 
who cannot and never will distinguish right from left, our 
standard of output is pleasingly high. 

Four weeks is a depressingly short time in which to 
train a civvy into a passable soldier, but somehow our hard
working instructors manage it, and not only produce a good 
standard of drill but an excellent standard of musketry as 
well. 

Our strenuous life is relieved, fortunately, by the fl.ashes 
of humour inseparable from recruits' training, and we shall 
long remember the man who when sent to bring down a 
range flag produced the 20-ft. flag mast as well, and the 
dther who left his squad for no apparent reason and on 
being violently recalled and asked why the so-and-so he 
hadn't about turned with the rest, smiled sweetly and said 
" I wondered, sergearit, what it was you were saying." We 
still speak gently to the C.S.M. Instructor who, during 
L.M.G. practice, sent a man to the range shed for a spare 
barrel, and, believe it or not, was solemnly presented a few 
minutes later with a 4~-gallon oil drum. 

There are two points of view on this job, as in everything 
else, and we have asked a recruit to produce his ideas on 
the situation. Here they are: 

THE SERGEANT'S PRAYER 
" God, please send me some soldiers," screamed the Ser

geant as he watched us marching across the bleak parade 
ground of Catterick Camp. He watched us patiently for a 
few minutes, then he jumped on his hat, he tore his hair, 
he quivered. with rage-but we still insisted on turning to 
the right when he wanted us to turn to the left. 

Perhaps I should start from the beginning. We are a 
scruffy, long-haired group of individualists dressed in ill
fitting, creased uniforms-in short WE are the new intake. 

On the parade ground we are indescribable (although 
the Sergearit has described us by many adjectives which our 
civilian ears had never heard before). In the dining hall 
we are insatiable; and in the barrack room we are noisy. 
In fact, we are very much like every other bunch of rookies 
which passes through Catterick. 

First impressions are invariably wrong-so 'tis said-and 
sure enough our impressions of Catterick Camp have 
changed considerably since we arrived a few days ago when 
the wind was howling through every corridor and the rain 
was lashing the b:u-rack room window . 

We tumbled out of lorries which brought us from the 
station and staggered into a great, gaunt building, which 
we later learned was to be our home for the next month. 
A tea of reasonable proportions was eaten at leisure in an 
enormous dining hall- then suddenly it all started. Figaro 
had a quiet life compared with us bewildered rookies. From 
all directions great masses of kit were hurled at us. We 
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signed vast numbers of official documents, not knowing or 
caring very much what they were. 

But throughout this chaos we were comforted by an 
amiable Sergeant who kept repeating gently, "Don't wurry, 
m:e lads. It don't pay to wurry in the Army." We all 
thought the Sergeant was a " very nice man," and that he 
would no doubt take " mother's place." 

This fond dream did not last long, however. Next morn
ing, or rather half way through the night, that voice which 
had sounded so friendly and comforting the previous 
evening crashed on our ears with an explosive, " Get up, 
you dozy unprintables." 

That was only a beginning. Ever since he bared his teeth 
at us that morning we have no longer been "his lads," but 
a series of "adjective asterisks" and "unprintable blanks." 
We soon learned, however, that whatever he ca1'1.ed us and 
however much he ranted, raved and screamed, he was still 
as ready to advise us and tell us " not to wurry " as he 
was on our first evening in the Army. 

After two days of drilling and cleaning and writing home 
we felt we had been in the Army for years and years, but 
as soon as we got down to the regular routine of lessons 
and parades, and parades and meals, the time passed so 
rapidly that it seemed we were no sooner out of bed and 
dressed than we were undressing for bed again. 

Apart from the Sergearit and his satellites, the M.0. was 
a gentleman whose acquaintance we made very early in our 
military career. As innocently as lambs going to slaughter, 
we filed into his room with no thought in our heads save 
the conviction that he was going to down-grade us and 
return us to civvy street. Again our illusions were quickly 
shattered. With a wicked gleam in his eye he thrust a 
hypodermic needle which seemed as long as a bayonet 
into each arm and passed us on to another gentleman who 
also jabbed us viciously and pushed us out of the room to 
get dressed. · 

In retrospect, this incident seems extremely amusing, 
particularly when we recall the after effects. Less than three 
hours after we bad been " jabbed " the barrack room was 
strewn with groaning rookies, all cursing the Army, the 
sergeant, his satellites, the M.O. and everyone who had 
contributed to their present discomfort. We were even 
afraid to have a drink in case we leaked through the holes 
in our arms where the hypodermic had wreaked such havoc. 

But that is all over - we hope - and we are gradually 
settling down to the Army routine. Who knows, before we 
leave here the Sergant's prayer may be answered. We may 
even succeed in turning to the right when he asks us to. 

* * * 
Fo.otball. No games have been lost since our new desig

nation. We have played, in First and Second Division, seven 
games in all, the results being : Won 5; drawn 2. 

Our toughest match was in the. Second Division against 
No. 3 Training Regiment. Our lead in the first half of 
one goal was equalised after a very hard fought game, right 
at the end of the match. 

Signalman Savage, our very good goalkeeper, has gone 
out on demob but has every chance of trials for Fir t 
Division professional games. 

Lance-Corporal Cockerton, a very good defender, has had 
outstanding efforts temporarily halted by injury. 

Corporal Winter and Signalman Layfield are still the 
backbone of the forward line, scoring practically all our 
goals. 

Our future chances have been still further improved by 
the arrival of Sergeant Instructor Smith, an Army player 
and Amateur International, who will go into our forward 
line. ' 

Hockey. In spite of man-power difficulties we are putting 
our team back on the map, and have been most unfortunate 

(continued on page 16o) 
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Visit of H.B.B. The Princess Roy al to 
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Rhine ArDly, 1948 

ON Friday, 7th May, 1948, Her Royal Highness the 
Princess Royal, Colonel-in-Chief of the Royal Corps of 

Signals and Controller Commandant of th~. A.T.S., 
arrived at Buckeburg Airfield for a five-day v1s1t to the 
Rhine Army. 

After lunching with the Army Commander,. ~er Royal 
Highness was shown round the twenty-posltlon . Rh1_ne 
Army trunk switchboard at Bad Oeynhausen b~ .Bngadier 
w. H. G. Rogers, c .B.E., Chief Signal Officer, Bnnsh Army 
of the Rhine, and Controller G . E. Baker, O.B.E., A.T.S., 
Senior Commander C. H . M . Jackson, O.B.E., who commands 
A.T.S. Signals, Germany, and Lieutenant-Colonel F. C. 
Seely, o .B.E., were presented to Her Royal Highness. T~e 
partv then moved on to the H.Q. Signal Office, the largest m 
Ger:nany, where the Royal Corps of Signals and A.T.S. 
Signals work side by side to clear 2,500 messages that pass 
through the office daily. T he Princess Royal was shown 
the 1 200 line automatic exchange, clearance check, tape 
relay 'system, voice frequency apparatus, and the .Cipher 
Office and the Signals Despatch Office. Her Royal Highness 

Above: H.R.H. The Princess Royal seen inspecti n.g a gu ard of honour in 
the barracks of No. 2 L. of C. Signa l Regiment at Herford 

Below : The Princess Royal attending a pe rformance of · ' Spring Shift," 
a revue written by Gerry Madd en 
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showed a keen interest in the various types of equipment. 
Controller Baker then conducted the Princess Royal over 
the A.T.S. Signals Sergeants' Mess and other ranks billets. 

Later in the afternoon Brigadier Rogers presented the 
officers of his staff to Her Royal Highness at S.X. branch. 
It was here that Her Royal Highness studied the map of 
the British Zone. She was shown by Brigadier Rogers the 
comparative size of the zone with England, and how Signals 
are deployed to meet the needs of the occupational Army, 
both in static and internal security duties. 

On the same evening Her Royal Highness, having been 
entertained at dinner in the Brigadier's Mess, attended the 
revue, " Spring Shift," which was presented in her honour 
at the Mercury Theatre in Bad Oeynhausen. This theatre, 
which was originally constructed from a row of bombed 
German shops, is run mainly by No. 2 L. of C. Signal 
Regiment and A.T.S. Signals, assisted by members of the 
Royal Army Ed11cation Corps attached to the regiment. 
The Mercury proudly boasts of a show a week, and has 
run continuously since January, 1946. 

This show, and the visit of Her Royal Highness, provided 
a fine climax to all the work and effort that has been put 
into making the theatre one of the most popular and unique 
of its kind. Princess Mary thoroughly enjoyed the show, 
which was put on as a satirical revue " a la " Ambassadors 
Theatre, and was written by Captain G. A. Madden, M.B.E., 
late Royal Signals, who had unfortunately departed on 
release only a few weeks before the Royal visit. The Princess 
Royal, however, kindly consented to autograph a copy of 
the programme, which was despatched to Captain (Mr.! ) 
Madden. 

On Saturday morning, 8th May, Her Royal Highness 

took the salute at the march past of 300 auxiliaries of the 
A.T.S., which included a very smart contingent of the 
A.T.S. Signals at Bad Oeynhausen. 

The Princess Royal then travelled to Herford to lunch 
~th No. 2 L. of C. Signal Regiment, where all officers of 
the Regiment were presented to her in the barracks named 
in her honour. She was accompanied by Major-General 
W. R. C. Penney, C.B., c.B.E., n.s.o., M.c., Colonel
Com.mandant of the Royal Corps of Signals, and by 
Brigadier Rogers. On entering Harewood Barracks the 
Princess Royal inspected a guard of honour. Accompanied 
by the Commanding Officer of the Regiment, Lieutenant
Colonel F. C. Seely, O.B.E., the party then visited the unit 
model room, where examples of handiwork connected with 
a variety of hobbies were shown to the Princess. 

Later in the afternoon the Princess motored down the 
autobahn to the Munster area and visited No. 2 L. of C. 
and No. 2 Divisional Signal Regiments in the field. T he 
units were preparing for a big Army exercise and were at 
the time establishing their headquarters in the concentration 
area. Her Royal Highness was shown the various aspects of 
Corps and Divisional Signal layouts in the field, and at 
No. 2 Divisional H.Q. she visited the operation signal 
office:. Tea was later served under canvas. The weather 
was ideal, as indeed it was for the whole trip. 

The Princess Royal spent the week-end touring the 
Hanover and Celle areas, where, among other plac.::s, she 
was shown the Herren Hausen (Palace of Kings) and the 
Old Museum at Celle. 

On Monday, 10th M ay, 1948, Her Royal Highness 
arrived in Hamburg and, accompanied by Brigadier Rogers 
and the G .O.C. Hamburg District, Major-General G. 

Her Royal Highness seen here entering the Signal Office of a Field Headquarters in the No. 2 Division area 
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Htr Royal Highness seen taking the salute at the march past of the A.T.S. Signals, Germany, and No. 1 Continental Group, A.T.S. 

Surtees, c.B., c.B.E., M.C., inspected a guard of honour 
provided by the Signal Squadron of the 2nd Parachute 
Brigade outside Hamburg District headquarters. Accom
panied by Lieutenant-Colonel A. S. Milner, O.B.E., D.C.S.O. 
Hamburg District. Princess Mary was then shown over the 
signal office and saw Signals at work dealing with message 
and S.D.S. traffic. She was also shown an underground 
switchboard, where German female operators were working 
under the supervision of A.T.S. Signals'. 

From here the Royal party was conducted round A.T.S. 
billets by Controller Baker. Two married quarters occupied 

Home Sta.tion8 
(continued from page 157) 

to lose our last four matches this month by the odd goal 
in every case. 

The team is improving steadily and we look forward to 
a strong side for the summer season. 

Musketry. Both on the open and miniature ranges we 
are making our mark. 

This month we lost to No. 2 Training Regiment by only 
one point, and won our match against the Ordnance Depot, 
Catterick, by a healthy margin. 

Five members of the Regiment are possibles for the 
C.Orps Eisley Team, and we are also forming a Regimental 
team for the summer meeting. 

Ne. S A.A. GROUP (M) SIGNAL REGIMENT 

May 

On 16th April, Brigadier Gray, C.S.O., A.A. Command, 
accompanied by Lieutenant-Colonel Watson, C.S.0., No. 5 
A.A. Group, inspected Elvaston. Their appreciation was 
marked by the award of an extra sports afternoon. 

A Sunday picnic was organised by Second-Lieutenant 
Watson. Thirty-five soldiers and auxiliaries attended and 
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by Royal Signals other ranks married families stationed in 
Hamburg were also visited. 

This virtually completed the Royal tour as far as Royal 
Signals units were concerned. A guard of honour provided 
jointly by No. 3 Squadron, No. 11 Air Formation Signal 
Regiment and a R.A.F. contingent was inspected by Her 
Royal Highness on Utersen airfield. Her Royal Highness 
then left Germany for England in an aircraft of the King's 
Flight at 1000 hours on the 13th May, 1948. 

The visit was greatly appreciated by all ranks of the 
Corps in B.A.0.R., and especially by those who had the 
honour of meeting Her Royal Highness. 

an enjoyable afternoon was spent exploring Matlock. 
A party from No. 40 A.A. Signal Squadron, T.A., spent 

a week-end with us at Elvaston. A social was held on the 
Saturday and the Sunday · was spent at work by the T.A. 
Films have continued to be shown twice a week and the 
fortnightly dances have also been held. 

Summer (end of fuel issues) came in with a couple of 
freezing wet days. Gardening is going on at full speed. 
Trees and plants are being transferred from other Camps 
closing down. The Unit Cinema is taking shape under the 
guidance of Sergeant Baker. Annual stocktaking has passed. 
No long faces are to be seen. 

It is with great regret that we have to record the departure 
of an excellent A.T.S. Officer, Junior Commander Ridler, 
who is leaving after four years of invaluable service with 
this Unit. We wish her all the best in her new command. 
Corporal Somers, one of her best aides, has also departed 
on release with as much sorrow on both sides. 

Soccer. After a re-organisation, the Football Team struck 
winning ways, defeating Alvaston 3---0 and severely 
trouncing R.A.S .C., Normanton Barracks, by 9---0. Our 
friendly rivals at Castle .Donnington have still to be beaten 
but our efforts are improving, for in the last two games the 
results have been a draw 4--4 and 4-2 in R.E.M.E.'s 
favour. In this much improved side, Driver Timmoney 
and Signalman Hill have given valuable assistance at centre
half and centre-forward positions respectively, which in the 
old team were never adequately filled. 

Hockey. Exploring fresh fields of activity, the Men's 
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side have taken on Celanese 
with satisfactory results: 

v. Celanese II 
v. Belper II 

II Eleven and Belper Seconds 

Draw 3-3 
Draw 1- 1 

v . Celanese II Won 4-2 
Against Group H.Q. in a mixed game we were the 

winners after a hard game. Result 2-0. We are looking 
forward to a few more mixed games before the close of the 
season, for a few of our girls show great keenness. 

Playing the 6th Battalion, R.A.O.C., Chilwell, the Men's 
side produced excellent form by winning 4-0. 

Throughout these games W.O.II Pavey and Second
Lieutenant Melford have produced form which is worthy 
of great recognition. 

LONDON DISTHICT (M) SIGNAL S«tlJADRON 

May 
Although our strength of Signals in the past has been 

" weak," it is hoped that as the months go by they will 
become stronger, and that a steady output will be forth
coming. In the meantime, let's pass the "gen" on to C.Q. 

Our Mixed Squadron is situated at Hampstead on the 
edge of the 'Eath, at Camp E 22, Hampstead Way, London, 
N.W.11. 

Our Commanding Officer since 1st January, 1948, has 
been Major A. Hill, o.B.E., Royal Signals, late of No. 13 
Corps Signals, Italy. 

The Administrative Officer is Captain D . Banham, who 
will be remembered by ex-Wazdist types and S.C.U., New 
Delhi. 

The Technical Training Officer is Lieutenant G. 
Robertson who, rumour has it, still spends considerable 
periods in compiling skeleton messages for his many phan
tom circuits (apart from Littlewoods, of course). 

A new arrival to the Squadron is Lieutenant A. G. Smith, 
well known in the Corps Sports Circles. He already has 
the Squadron running round in small ones, apart from the 
fact that Sick Parade after " Sports Afternoon " is now 
the biggest ever. However, it breaks the monotony to read 
on the sick report, the M.O.'s remarks of genuine ligaments 
torn and displaced joints, instead of the usual "Bed sores, 
9.1.W." 

The Commanding Officer A.T.S. is Junior Commander 
H. Brown, who has recently decided to have another go for 
a further three years. Subaltern Kendall-Carpenter is the 
Duty Signal Officer. 

The Regulars of the Squadron, all of whom send their 
salaams to the outside world, are as follows: 

R.S.M. "Marcel " Meese, beloved by all, a staunch 
supporter of A.Y.E.S.H.A. and a triumph for penicillin! 
All who have witnessed the sulphur and brimstone will 
realise at once that Mr. Meese has recently returned from 
a fire-fighting course. 

S.S.M. Robson and S.S .. M. Jordan, two new arrivals 
who still labour under the delusion that tearing about with 
a piece of paper and pencil pulls the khaki over our eyes. 
We might mention to them here and now that the word 
" Twist " heard so often behind the barred door of the 
Technical Store does not convey to us the fact that twin 
cable is being examined. 

S.Q.M.S. Smith, N.C.O. i/c. Squadron M.T. and Work
shops, and the man the spinster did not find under the 
bed, still thinks a trickle charger is a galloping war horse. 

S.Q.M.S. " Honest J oho" Mulcahy a well - known 
" Q " Stores pirate who now finds difficulty in holding 
himself up. "Never mind, John. One of these days the 
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moths in your clothing store will clamour to be national
ised." 

Sergeants Duke and Sellex, of the Training Cadre, who 
still keep a box of key clicks and clipped dots under the 
table and " make up the four" with the two S.S.M.s. 

New arrivals from the sub-Continent, where the local 
inhabitants paint the town red with betel nut, are Corporal 
G. Jones, Corporal Thomas and Lance-Corporal Duff. 

The main commitments of the Squadron consist of 
maintaining communications for London DiStrict and the 
training of Cadets of the J.T.C. and A.C.F., the former 
covering out-stations at Greenford, Feltham, Purfieet, 
Enfield and Footscray. 

With the speeding up of the release groups our tasks 
have become increasingly difficult to cope with, but, up to 
the present, communications have not broken down. 

Taking advantage of the recent weather and our spare 
mo men ts (You and You ! ) all hands have been busy 
gardening and redecorating, and the camp has taken on the 
fashionable new look. The Officers' Mess, a former 
" Gunners' Retreat," now looks decidedly more respectable. 
Th~re is no truth in the rumour that the Training Officer, 
~v1~g read recent ~ndon District Orders, is busy fur
rushmg the Mess with a card room, knowing full well a 
game of cards has never been played in the Mess. 

Hams. Captain D. Banham (ex-VU2DB) send 73's to all 
his old contacts, but regrets that as his former "set up" 
has apparently found its way to the loose-Wallahs' Bazaar 
there is not much hope of his returning to the .band. How~ 
ever, he requests that a watch be kept on 14040 and 7020 
for GBBO, his brother, Major "Joe" Banham, ex
VU2AK, now stationed in Northern Ireland. 

'' MAHNAB'' 

SOUTHERN COIUMA..~D f~I) SIGNAL REGIIUEST 

May 
We are shortly to receive a visit from the Corps Band 

and intend holding our Annual Sports on the occasion of 
their visit. Many have been training for these sports and 
so~e good fun should result. The Director of Signals, 
Ma1or-General C. H. H. Vulliamy, c.B., o.s.o., is visiting 
us at the same time, so what with athletic training and 
polishing we have very little time to spare at present. 

Warrant Officers' and Sergeants' Mess. R.S.M. W. Gee 
has decided to try his luck with queues and ration cards, 
and perhaps a little work as long as the latter doesn't prove 
too. exacting, and has left us for Civvy Street. A Mess 
function was held on the eve of his departure, at which 
he ensured that all mechanisms were " well oiled." We 
also bade farewell last month to S.Q.M.S.s S. Bruton and 
G. Marsh. All three recently completed 22 years' Colour 
Service and go on pension. Sergeant M. Moverley, one 
of our younger members, was released during March and 
has taken up farming in Norfolk. Sergeant Durrant, 
R.A.E.C., who was only with the Unit for a short time 
departed to Scotland en route for foreign service. The 
best wishes of the Mess members go with them all in their 
new ventures. Arrivals are numerous and we are plea ed 
to welcome them to life at Figsbury Barracks. R.S.M. J. 
Woods arrived ex-India in relief of R. .M. Gee, and after 
a week looking round and getting the lay-out of R.H.Q. 
he proceeded on 28 days' leave. R.S .M. J. H. Johnson, of 
War Office and "Punkie" fame, arrived, and has taken 
control of the Orderly Room staff. It is a long time since 
we had a real Orderly Room Chief and the weight of Mr. 
Johnson's experience is already being felt in a department 
which must of necessity have an experienced leader. S.S.M. 

161 



\'\1• Lea, who e tay with i.:s hl b~n comparatively short, 
ha been appointed as P .. I. at Edinburgh University and 
will be leaving 'ere these notes 3ppear in print. Meanwhile 
hi relief has arrived in the per on of S.S.M. D. A. Dickson, 
of pre-war Waziri tan fame and latterly of Mhow. Also 
we hav welcomed to our fold S.Q.M.S.s J. Beale, ex
B.A.0.R., and . A. Ware Sergeant D. K. A. Smith, on 
promotion to that rank, Sergeant K. B. Hunt, who recently 
arrived from overseas, and Sergeant M . R. Morris, R.A.E.C., 
who arrived in relief of Sergeant Durrant and is the "baby" 
of the Mess. Finally, Sergeant French, W.R.A.C. has 
arrived for duty e.x-R.A.S.C. employment. Sergeant Hunt 
established himself with the Unit Hockey Team on arrival 
and before the sea on closed. With so many ex-Indian 
eniors arriving we hope to go places next season with our 

Unit hockey ream. We hope that all recently arrived 
members will have a lengthy and happy stay. 

Congratulations. To Sergeant and Mrs. D. M. A. Smith 
on their marriage at Folkestone. To Sergeant-Instructor 
Barnett, A.P.T.C., on his recent success in the international 
field of sport, i.e. Weight-Lifting contests versus France, 
in London. 

A.T.S. As stated in our last notes, the A.T.S. have gone 
forward in their sports. A team to represent the Regiment 
at Netb:lll was formed by an eliminating contest being held 
and the fiilal was won by R.H.Q. Figsbury Fliers, who beat 
the Command Troop by the overwhelming margin of 36 
goals to 8, thereby qualifying for the Inter-Group Tourna
ment to be held on 2nd June. Badminton is still going 
strong and Tennis, too, is in full swing. Also training for 
our Annual Sports Day. This latter training being volun
tary, we feel that the Medical Officer would soon be out of 
a job and not worth being nationalised if everyone was as 
fit as our gang. Swimming will be starting next week all 
being well, and we are fortunate in having an International 
and Army Champion as coach- Lieutenant D . D. Crerar, 
Royal Signals. A further visit to London for educational 
purposes is being planned for 19th May and we are hoping 
to see films in production at Ealing Studios, while the 
male section of the party will be having free samples of the 
cup that cheers and inebriates at Watney's Brewery. In the 
afternoon we hope to visit the T ower of London and to 
wind the day up with a visit to the " Crazy Gang." We 
are truly sorry that Subaltern M. Bolton has been trans
ferred from R.H.Q. to Command Troop; we shall miss her 
coaching and refereeing at N etball. 

Soccer. Only two League games played last month : one 
we lost 4-2 to the side which had already won t he Salisbury 
and District Wednesday League, and the other, the season's 
last game, was drawn 1-1 at home. The season over, King 
Willow takes command, but as several of our players will 
be with us next season and also our Secretary-Manager, 
S.S.M. Skiffins, we are already making plans as to how we 
shall lift the local Cups and Leagues, and a training scheme 
is being worked out with our neighbours, the Southern 
Command School of P.T. We hope to have an all-Signals 
Eleven in the small units garrison competition, and a com
bined P.T. and Signals team in the Salisbury and District 
Wednesday League. On last season's play we finished 
second in the Small Units Military League and second 
from bottom in the Salisbury Wednesday League. 

Cricket. The Unit has not so far entered for competitive 
cricket. One friendly played to date resulted in our losing 
to our near neighbours, the Army School of Chemical War
fare by only a few runs. Our stalwarts are Lieutenant S: C. 
Walton, Captain M. L. Willway, Lieutenant M. B. M . 
Brown,_Lieuteil!lnt D. D. Crerar and R.Q.M.S. Softly. We 
are h?pmg to discover some new blood as a result of nightly 
pracuce at the nets. 

PORTSMOUTH, ISLE OF WIGHT AND PORT
LAND T ROOPS. Portland Troop is once more in the 

162 

cap:ible hands of S.Q.M.S. Burch, who is now looking very 
fit after a long spell in hospital, so that the machinery is 
now working smoothly in Bovington, Lulworth and Port
land areas. Corporal Slater, late of the 0 .C.T.U. is now 
rambling riotously over rocky ranges with his ruddy com
plexioned band at Lulworth. 

Isle of Wight Troop is now in the hands of Lance
Corporal "Jock" Hunter, late No. 3 A.G.R.A. (Field) 
Signal Squadron and finding life healthy but vigorous. It 
has been rumoured that for the past six weeks the sea h!ls 
been cooling the heat of sweated labour. Of course, in these 
tropical zones the sea is warmer much earlier than it is 
back home. 

Portsmouth Troop now has a billet of its own, instead 
of sharing with other units, and we find ourselves much 
more happy that way. We have a field attached to the 
billet which gives enough room for half a football pitch 
which is fully utilised by all ranks, although the tendency 
within the last weeks has been towards cricket rather than 
football. No team bas yet been formed, but we hope to 
do so in the near future. Having our own Messing once 
more is a great relief, and to help that we are blessed with 
good and enthusiastic cooks. May be it is because the billet 
used to be a Y.W.C.A. hostel that the men walk around 
with a dreamy, far-away look in their eyes. 

A Branch of the Signals Association has now been 
formed and, although we have only h\ld one preliminary 
meeting and then the general meeting two weeks' later 
(Thursday, 29th April), we have already 61 names on the 
books. The Committee elected was: Chairman, Lieutenant
Colonel "Nat" Gould, just returned from India; Vice
Cbairman, Mr. Jelliffe, of the P.O.; Honorary Secretary, 
Mr. Challin, ex-T.M.O.; Honorary Treasurer, Captain J. L. 
Mcllvride, Royal Signals; and members Messrs. Cooper 
and Gandey. Anyone interested should get in touch with 
Portsmouth F.S.S. Troop, Government House, Portsmouth, 
and we will guide them to the next meeting. · 

WESTER..~ COMMAND (M) SIGNAL 

REGIMENT 

April 

At last we are completely " unmixed," and once again 
a strictly martial atmosphere descends upon the camp. Tee 
girls made a fine job of things while they were here, par
ticularly on the Messing side, and they will be missed, no 
doubt, in many ways, but there are of course two schools 
of though on " mixed" units, and on the whole I think we 
shall be just as happy and certainly more military without 
the ladies. 

There's much activity in No. 3 Squadron, where Captain 
Hoar and his assistants have just got two very smart 
" booths " completed on mobile recruiting trailers for the 
Districts, and are now busy with the Corps exihibit for the 
Bath and West Show in Cardiff at the end of May. They 
are also giving the police a little assistance at the races in 
Chester this week. Sergeant Matthews is the " key " man, 
at his own request, I understand. The fact that he managed 
to back all the winners last year may have something to do 
with it- straight from the horse's mouth, no doubt--on a 
38 set! 

Congratulations to a certain senior officer now " strut
ting "-there's no other word for it- " strutting" about the 
camp with an expansive smile for all and sundry (the 
troops will tell you it wasn't always like this!). If you 
want to know the reason, be on the R.H.Q. verandah at 
0845 hrs. any day and hear the latest about the activities of 
a young man named Robert. 
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There's something doing, too, at Preston and Shrewsbury. 
Captain West and Captain Bennett have announced engage
ments and are to be married quite soon. Best wishes to 
them both. There's certainly something in this " Spring" 
business. 

'Talking of Spring-we're having a splendid show of 
spring flowers in front of the Regimental and Squadron 
Offices. Daffodils, tulips, wallflowers, irises, etc., with 
peonies almost out, make a beautiful show. 

Hockey. The game against the A.P.T.S. on Wednesday, 
31st March, in a deluge of rain was probably the best game 
seen on our own pitch since we started playing. 

R.S.M. " Gerry" Dawson, in goal, played his usual 
brilliant game, making many spectacular saves and never 
once looking disturbed. Sergeant Stone played left-back, 
thrusting the ball forward with long drives and occasionally 
going right forward to shoot at goal himself. R.Q.M.S . 
Jackson was backing him up on the right with unorthodox 
but sound cover moves, and the opposing forwards were 
continually offside. Centre-half R.S.M. Barrett seemed to 
be in every position on the field wherever the ball was. How 
these " old 'uns " get their energy is something that I ca~
not understand. The halves kept the forwards well supplied, 
and the usual bad luck in the forward line kept the score 
down. 

Corporal Oliver didn't get many chances but when he 
did he slammed away bard at goal. Inside-left S.Q.M.S. 
Wilson put in some very fine individual work and Sergeant 
Beckerton, working with him, was too well covered to do 
muc.h with the ball, and was unlucky with many attempts. 

Lieutenant Cousens, a new member to the Unit, covered 
himself with glory, passing and swerving and making it look 
very easy. Many shots from long range were tried and it 
was only the keen defence work of the A.P.T.S. which kept 
the b::ill out of the net. 

The only goal of the match came about half-way through 
the first half. A long pass from Lieutenant Cousens was 
intercepted by inside-right Signalman Franklin who shot 
into the right-hand top corner of the net, giving the goal
keeper no chance. 

Result: Signals 1, A.P.T.S. 0. 
"WESTCO" 

NORTHERN IRELAND DISTillCT f.H) 
SIGNAL SQUADRON 

• 
May 

The activities of the Squadron this month are in the form 
of practice Drill Parades in readiness for the G.O.C.'s 
Annual Parade. On the combined practice parade the 
Squadron came up to a high standard of drill and smart-

Do YOU belong to the 

Signals Association? 

If not . 

JOIN NOW! 
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ncss; in fact, one can notice that there are some very 
pron:iising D.Ls in the making, especially in the A.T.S. 
contmgent, where Sergeant Senior and Lance-Corporals 
Mel vor and Cole were particularly noticeable in their efforu.. 
No doubt there will be further parades in the near future 
with the coming visits of the War Minister (Mr. Shinwell) 
a~d Field Marshal Viscount Montgomery. I am sure there 
w1ll be a great welcome awaiting both these celebrated 
personalities, especially for " Monty," as he will be visiting 
his old home land. 

A Sand~' ~ome has been recently opened in the camp 
a~ea ~nd, Judg.mg by the numbers seen proceeding in that 
direction, has Its usual popularity. 

The latest craze, or I should say, novelty, at the moment 
has. been caused by the opening of a nine-hole golf course, 
wb1cb extends around the football and hockey pitches. It 
draws quite large attendances, and seems very popular. 
. In t~e fie.Id of. sport, due to the change of season, Cricket 
is corrung mto HS own, but up to the moment no actual 
team has been formed, although in future practices we may 
find some talent to get up a promising eleven. The A.T.S. 
Hockey Team which journeyed to York to take part in the 
Inter-Command Tournament were unfortunate to be beaten 
in all their three games. 

The Table Tennis Team had a good win at Finaghy, 
where they played N.A.".'-.F.I. and won 11 games to 1, 
Corpo.ral Des. Lovesay bemg unfortunate ~o lose his game. 

Arrivals and departures take the usual place, as we bid 
reluctant farewell to Second-Lieutenant Dudley George, who 
proceeds to Eastern Command (Eastern Command please 
note how fortunate they are in gaining a very talented 
artiste in Dudley if they are putting on any shows). And 
also to Second-Lieutenant Percy John who leaves us for 
civil life, in which we wish him th; very best of good 
fortune. These officers have done much to further the 
excellent name of the Squadron, both in sports and enter
tainments, and their departure leaves a gap we shall find 
hard to fill. Our sincere thanks and best wishes to you both. 
Junior Commander F. Stevenson leaves us for Eastern 
Command and our best wishes go with her and our thanks 
for all she has done for the Squadron, especially for the 
girls, whose welfare and interests have been her constant 
thought. Corporal Des. Lovesay has left us for civil life· 
this is another blow to our foothill and table tennis teams'. 
and a.lso to the ~oncert party. Des. was always v.rilling to 
organise or help m any game or function, and the Squad
ron's thanks and best wishes go with him. We ex"tend a 
warm welcome to Second-Lieutenant Peden, who takes the 
place of Mr. George, and Junior Commander Ridler who 
replaces Miss Stevenson. ' 

Romances are still in vogue now that Spring is here. 
Hearty congratulations are extended to Private Marjory 
Chicken on becC?ming engaged to Corporal (now Mr.) Des. 
Lovesay, and Private Ivy Adams, who joins the usual "take
a-chance " by getting married. 

"E.F.M." 

Your military service will come to an end one day 

and you may then need help 

Ask your unit representative for further details 

163 



B1·itish 1•1ny 
of the Rhine 

Xo. I WIREl.ESS REGIMENT 

Hamburg 
May 

During April we experienced our first, and very pleasant 
taste of Summer. Overnight, flowers, trees and summer 
sports blossomed forth. Many wistful glances . were cast 
at our Swimming Pool which, unfortunately, 1s not yet 
ready. However, we hope it won't be long now. Mean
time, sunbathing has been the order of the day for those 
fortunates off duty. 

Our Unit Spores Officer, Major E. S. Whitaker, is busy 
planning " forthcoming attractions," included in which are 
of course cncket, lawn tennis, field sports and, perhaps, an 
Inter-Regimental Sports Meet with our new neighbours, 

o. 7 Light Infantry Battalion Parachute Brigade. 
The past month has seen another Regimental shoot 

organised by Major Beaumont, who has recently joined us 
from U.K 

Yachting on the Elbe is another proposal recently raised. 
o far the possibility has eluded us, but it is anticipated 

that a yacht will soon be available. 
Geographical surveys of the Kiel Canal have added to 

the interest of the Unit Education programme and have so 
far proved very instructive. 

Among the many activities of the Entertainments Com
mittee, headed at present by Second-Lieutenant F. Green
wood, has been the organisation of darts and table tennis 
tournaments. At darts the Unit were successful in winning 
the Hamburg District Cup. At table tennis the first round 
has yet to be played, our first opponents being No. 7 Light 
Infantry Battalion Parachute Brigade. 

Hockey. Since the last issue of our notes the Seven-a-
Side Knock-Out Competition has been finished off. The 
winners were Administration and " Q" Troop, who defeated 
M.T. and T.M. Troop by 6 goals to nil. The winning 
team comprised Major J. M. Glass, Major E. Whitaker, 
R.S.M. Couch, S.Q.M.S. Miller, Sergeant Kenny, Lance
Corporal Ponton and S.S.M. McQuade. 

The Unit has only played one game, a friendly against 
No. 22 Heavy Workshops, R.E.M.E., at Blankanese, and 
were unfortunate to lose 4-3. 

Warrant Officers' and Sergeants' Mess. On Monday 
evening, 3rd May, we sallied forth to the Tivoli for a 
skittles match plus " beer " with the Corporals' Mess, who 
had previously issued a challenge. We have nothing to say 
about the skittles as the Corporals simply romped home, 
winning all three legs. During the evening a challenge was 
accepted to play the Corporals at Hockey at a future date. 
On Sunday, 9th May, at 1430 hours, the game was played, 
and this time the decision was reversed, the Mess being 
winners by 6 goals to 1. We now here whispers of a game 
versus the remainder of the Unit. Are you playing in goal, 
Corporal Ball? 

We say " Good-bye" co one of our oldest members, 
ergeant " Pip" Eccles, on a Python posting to Blighty. 

We hope you passed your first lesson in English, "Pip." 
We welcome two old-timers in Sergeant Cox and Sergeant 
Smith, both of Sarafand fame and other places. . 

"MAc" 

Corporals' Mess. As this goes to press the few old 
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"lags" left in the Mess-Bar mourn the loss of still more 
of the Old Brigade of " characters." Our sincere best 
wishes go out to them all, and we who are left assure them 
that the best traditions of the Mess are being upheld in 
the spheres of entertainment and sport. 

The Corporals' dances are still voted co be the ultimate 
acme of perfection in entertainment, and are one of the 
"musts." It was hoped co manage a trip to Rendesburg by 
boat, but co date, in spite of numerous requests, it seems 
doomed to failure. However, with the advent of true 
summer weather we may have to report yet another buc
caneering trip down the Elbe. This month will see yet 
another change taking shape within the Unit, one that will 
cause sorrowful memories t!o previous members. The 
" Bounty," scene of many nights of hilarity and true com
radeship, is about to be scuttled. " Blighthefully" she is 
left with her empty casks and her haunting memories, as the 
N .A.A.F.L moves to another site within the Unit, leaving 
behind a whispered " Back to your oars!" Until next 
month, shipmates and land-lubbers, Ahoy! 

"]OK,, 

No. 4 A.G.R.A. SIGNAi. SQlTADRON 

Luneburg 
M ay 

We welcome to the Squadron Second-Lieutenant D. E. 
Jackson, Royal Signals, from No. 50 R.H.U. 

Lieutenant W. D. Persson, Royal Signals ("Big Bill"), 
left us for Civvy Street during the last month; we all wish 
him the best of luck. He will be greatly missed by this 
Squadron, as be always took a very keen interest in organ
ising sporting activities, and never missed a game. Corporal 
Frazer and Signalman Horton also left for better or for 
worse; anyway, good luck to them all. 

Football. Encouraged by a 12-0 victory over No. 207 
C.RA.S.C. the other week, we thought it was high time 
we bad a crack at bigger things, and it was with a fair 
amount of trepidation we c4allenged No. 94 Observation 
Regiment, RA., one of the weaker Regimental sides. The 
challenge was justified, and we returned with our honour 
intact, having drawn 4--4. But we were not content, and 
on 28th April we decided to play the Royal Scots Greys, a 
team which was the reverse of weak, having beaten in its 
time most of the teams in the area. 

No. '4 A.G.R .A. SIGNALS FOOTBALL XI 
Back row : Driver Irwin, Foreman of Signals Le Hardy, Corporal Perry, 
Lance-Corporal Carlson, Signalman Horton. Front row : Lance-Corporal 
Bentham, Driver N. W<>ed, Lance-Corporal Sullivan, Lance-Corporal 
Mottershead, Lance-Corporal Richardson. In uniform : Second-Lieutenant 
W. M. D. Persson, who has encouraged the team throughout the season 
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Once more the team played well, and the final score was 
3-3. In fact, for the last quarter of an hour the ball was 
hardly out of the Greys' penalty area. As we have only 40 
men available, it is not too bad. We intend to finish up the 
season by playing R.A.F., Luneburg, and (we hope) end 
it in a blaze of glory. 

On the whole it has been an excellent season; it would 
be unfair to pick out individual members of the team for 
praise, because it has lY>...en · as much teamwork as anything 
else that has got us anywhere at .all. 

Goal-scoring has been prolific, with Lance-Corporal 
Mottershead in the lead, with 34 goals at the moment to 
his credit. 

The results in recent matches have been: -
April 3rd v. Camp H.Q., No. 4 A.G.R.A. Won 6-2 
April 8th v. Camp H.Q., No. 4 A.G.R.A. Won 5-0 
April 10th v. No. 60 Rifle Squadron, 

R.A.F. Regiment Won 4-2 
April 14th v. No. 207 C.R.A.S.C. Won 12-0 
April 17th v. No. 94 Observation Regiment, 

RA. Drew 4-4 
April 21st v. Camp H.Q., No. 4 A.G.R.A. Drew 4--4 
April 28th v. Royal Scots Greys Drew 3-3 

Cricket. Playing the first game of the season against 
Camp H.Q., No. 4 A.G.R.A., on Monday, 27th April, we 
managed to graze home with a win by 20 runs after a 
grand afternoon's cricket. The weather was ideal; with tea 
provided on the ground it brought back memories of the 
cricketing days of pre-war. Camp won the toss and decided 
to put us in to bat. We were soon in trouble, with 2 
wickets down for 6 runs. Things began to look black, but 
S.S.M. Nurse, with 57, and Lance-Corporal Mottershead, 
with 23, altered the look on the score board. We ended 
up by scoring 131 in 85 minutes; so we gave the fielders 
plenty of running about. Camp H.Q. scored freely and 
soon had 50 runs on the board, then S.S.M. Nurse and 
Driver Vincent got settled down to bowling, and got them 
out for 111 runs, S.S.M. Nurse taking 5 for 53 and Driver 
Vincent 4 for 4 7. 

Indoor Games League. We have just completed the 
Indoor Games League with quite good results. Played 11, 
won 9, lost 2. Billiards/Snooker: Played 9, won 7, lost 2. 
At Table Tennis, Signalman Homer was our outstanding 
player, having played 45 games, winning 43-a very fine 
effort. 

No. 2 L. OF C. SIGNAL REGIMENT 

Herford 
May 

On Saturday, 8th May, the Regiment was honoured by 
the visit of H.R.H. The Princess Royal. Dame Weather 
favoured us with a brilliant sunny day, which gave added 
splendour to the Guard of Honour under Sergeant Stead. 
On arrival at the Barracks Her Royal Highness inspected 
the Guard of Honour and the following Officers of the 
Unit were presented: Major E. H. Clarke, o.B.E., Major 
RE. Crawford, Major H. W. Philpott, Major A. E. Wood, 
Captain J. Y. Ferguson, Captain R. A. Milligan, Captain 
W. W. Fawley, Captain E. J. White, Captain D. S. Horne, 
Captain J. W. Simpson, M .B.E., Captain G. S. Blackburn, 
·Captain D. W. Sutherland, M.M., Captain F. Parker, 

- Captain A. J. B. Goldie, Captain (T.O.M.) J. Pollard, 
Captain (T.O.M.) S. L. Martin, Lieutenant K. G. Holdway, 
Lieutenant T. A. Redley, Second-Lieutenant J. D. Jones, 
Second-Lieutenant P. E. A. Montagnon, Second-Lieutenant 
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R. W . Truby, Seoond-Lieutenant M. S. Adams, Second
Lieutenant D. Irving, Second-Lieutenant G. W. Starling, 
Second-Lieutenant G. M. W. Jones and R.S.M. J. Featonby, 
Royal Signals. The Guard of Honour comprised the 
fiollowing: Sergeant Stead, Corporal Bryan, Signalmen 
Harris, Bone, Styles, Powell, Cochran, Smith, Campbell, 
Gray, Barrett, Morris, Nicholson and Davidson. 

Her Royal Highness was accompanied on her visit by 
the Colonel Commandant, Royal Signals, Major-General 
w. R. c. Penney, G.B., G.B.E., D.S.O., M.G., and the c.s.o., 
B.A.0.R., Brigadier W. H. G. Rogers, c.B.E. 

H.R.H. then toured the Model Club of the Regiment and 
examined a few of the carefully constructed model aircraft 
and racing cars that afford many hours of occupied leisure 
to the enthusiasts of the Regiment. We understand that 
H.R.H. tested " in flight " the seemingly very heavy though 
actually light balsa wood whose name is magic to the 
enthusiastic contructors. 

H.R.H. then lunched with the Officers of the Regiment 
in the H.Q. Mess, and subsequently left the Barracks to 
visit " Exercise Unity." 

On 18th April, 1948, Mrs. F . C. Seely, the wife of the 
Commanding Officer, was met by Officers of the Regiment 
at Bad Oeynbausen Station. We extend to her a most 
hearty welcome. 

The Unit was, during two weeks of the month, extensively 
employed in providing line and wireless communications for 
" Exercise Unity." Weather was of all kinds. Rainstorms 
prevailed. 

Headquarters Warrant Officers' and Sergeants' Mess. 
During the month a Farewell Dinner and Dance was given 
in the Mess on the departure of R.S.M. D. Herberts, S.S.M. 
Parker, S.S.M. Pash and their families to the U.K. We 
trust their memories of the Mess will always remain, and 
we must offer a word of praise to R.S.M. Herberts for all 
the bard work for getting and keeping our Mess in such 
good shape. 

Our very best wishes go to you-Ginger, Pat and Tich. 
We are sure the good things will always stick in your 
memories. 

We welcome R.S.M. J. Featonby, who joined us from 
No. 2 Squadron, where he has been " employed technically." 
One of the topics of the moment is who is going to clean 
up the Snowball at the Warrant Officers' and Sergeants' 
Club? Well, even a tenner is not to be sneezed at these 
days-but there is a sincere hope that it will come to the 
Mess, notwithstanding that familiar expression nowadays
" Show us your B.A.F.S.V." 

During the month we have said " Good-bye" to 
Sergeants Donnelly, Pauley and Harvey, who left us for 
civilian life. The sports page of a certain Scottish news
paper has already given us news of the good work done by 
Sergeant Harvey for Stenhousemuir. Sergeant Donnelly 
headed for that pub of his that he is going to run, and we 
understand that Sergeant Pauley is left out in the cold unless 
he can manage to get the long awaited vacancy as a 
Barrow Boy. We wish them all the best of luck, however, 
in their life. " CA VE CANEM " 

Fencing. The B.A.O.R. Fencing Championships took 
place at No. 50 R.H.U., Bielefeld, on 1st and 2nd April. 
Although the organisers invited 14 British competitors and 
four members of the Belgian Corps to take part in the 
Foil, Sabre and Epee competitions, only seven British com
petitors could be found from the whole of B.A.O.R. with 
sufficient skill to take part. The British competitors were 
found by the following Regiments: Inniskilling Dragoons, 
2; Royal Engineers, 1; No. 2 L. of C. Signal Regiment, 1; 
Grenadier Guards, 1; A.P.T.C., 2. 

Eighteen competitors took part in the Open Champion
ship-two pools of nine for each weapon. The first four 
of each pool went up to the final pool to fight for the 
championship. 
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A larger contingent from the Bel ·an and Danish Ar~n.ies 
were allowed to compete to make up the shortage of Bnush 
competitors. Besides being outnumbered, th British 
element were outcla ed and the final pools were made up 
by Belgian and Danish competitors only. Belgium eme~~ed 
vi tors in each weapon. Although outclassed, the Brmsh 

mpetitors put up some stout fights, and many were lost 
only by the odd point in seven. 

After the final pools for the open champion hips, the 
first five British competitors competed in Phase II of the 
Royal Tournament Competition. The leading two will now 
repr ent the B.A.0.R. at the forthcoming Royal Tourna
ment in England. This Regiment's representative in Epee 
and abre was Captain G. A. E. Gavey, Royal Signals. He 
qualified for the final pool in abre, but was unfortunate in 
lo ing three of the four fights (3-4 3-4, 3-4) and 
winning one ( 4-3). The winners of this final pool were: 
1st, Royal Engineers· 2nd, Grenadier Guards. 

Special praise should be given to Sergeant Smith, of the 
Grenadier Guards, who, despite having received a very 
painful wound (necessitating five stitches in his weapon 
arm) whilst fighting the previous day, carried on to win 
second place in Sabre, and will also represent B.A.0 .R. at 
the Royal To\lfnament. 

All the British oompetitors felt they would have done 
better in the Open Championships bad there been previous 
opportunities for individual practice bouts during training. 
It is appreciated that one must be an enthusiast and keep 
up training before one can aspire to championship class, 
but this Regiment has the fencing equipment and the ser
vices of a very skilled Fencing Master (Herr ettingsmeier). 
Mixed classes are held every Wednesday and Friday at the 
Y.M.C.A., Herford, from 8 p.m., and private tuition can 
also be arranged in Barracks for anyone interested. 

Younger members of the Regiment are especially welcome 
at these classes, so if an early start is made it should be 
possible to enter more competitors at next year's tourna
ment. 

No. 1 SQUADRON, HERFORD. We shall indeed be 
sorry to part with Major (T.O.M.) A. C. Shenton, when 
he reverts to Home Establishment next month. The foot
ballers of the Regiment will always remember the keen 
interest he had in their activities, and join with us in 
sending him best wishes and good luck wherever he may go. 
Congratulations to him on having obtained such an 
admirably suited job. 

We also send best wishes to Second-Lieutenant D. 0. 
Cullen, who has left us for, he says, "a somewhat less 
hectic life in the great Metropolis." He was for some time 
0.C. No. 62 Construction Troop and was also a Unit 
Games Officer. 

T D OO DLES - II. 

A BAUD A SPACE 
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Captain (T.0.M.) R. B. Newman is welcomed to the 
Squadron on arrival from Western Command Mixed Signal 
Regiment, Chester. Captain Newman has taken up duties 
as R.M.T.O. 

A very enjoyable evening was spent by a large number 
of people at the No. 1 Squadron Dance. Once again we 
have to thank the A.T.S. Signals for so gallantly rallying 
to help our partner situation-at times very acute. 

The football season has now virtually finished, but a 
good game was seen by many enthusiastic spectators on 
Saturday, when No. 1 Squadron beat No. 3 Squadron by 
one goal to nil. 

It is proposed to organise a Sports Day for early June, 
prior to the Regimental Sports Day. It is hoped that, as 
last year, the sun will shine as brightly as some of our more 
worthy competitors. 

o. 2 SQUADRON BAD OEYNHAUSEN. This 
month has seen the departure of many Officers on Release, 
including Second-Lieutenants Pugh, Godden and Bull, and 
lastly, but by no means le~st, Subaltern "Jo" Cahill, A.T.S. 
Signals, one of the oldest Mess members. Good-bye " Jo," 
and good luck. 

The usual end-of-the-month Officers' Mess Party was 
held on 29th April, the highlight of which occurred when 
certain Officers took over the duties of the Band during the 
interval, the result being interesting if not musical. 

During the past month we have said " Good-bye and 
good luck" to Sergeants Ivin Wheeler, Wade Harvey, 
Pepper and Tidmarsh, all of whom have left us on demob. 

We have lost R.S .M . Featonby and Sergeant "Taffy" 
Morgan, who have taken up duties at R.H.Q., Herford. 
We also said " Good-bye " to Sergeant Stuart, who bas left 
for the U.K., prior to posting to the Far East. 

Towards the end of the month Sergeant Trendall and 
Sergeant Margaret Lacroix (his future wife) left fo+ the 
U.K., where they are to be married. We wish them every 
happiness for the future. 

The dance held in the Warrant Officers' and Sergeants' 
Mess on 24th April proved a great success; the usual red 
noses were see.n hanging over the bar, whilst others had the 
strength to shake a nifty hip, and yet others were anxiously 
waiting to polish off the excellent spread provided. The 
eats were of the best, prepared under the guidance of S.S.M. 
(" Busty ") Kingdom. 

Sergeant Les Strange was married to Johanne Pauline 
Elizabeth Day on 17th April in the Garrison Church of St. 
George, Berlin. May we wish them every happiness in 
their married life. 

Wedding bells sounded in No. 186 T.O. Troop last 
month for the marriage of Signalman Sheldon to Lance
Corporal Keegan, A.T.S. Signals. The wedding took place 
at the R.C. Church, Bad Oeynhausen, and a reception was 
held in the Signals Club after the service. 

" ONE OF THE RED NOSES " 

No. 3 SQUADRON. Since our last appearance in these 
notes the Squadron has been kept busy preparing for 
Exerc~e " Unity," in which, at the moment, it is fully 
comnutted. 

On .Easter Sund.ay a most enjoyable afternoon was spent 
watcbmg the Regimental Motor Cycle Trials which was 
organised by a few of the D.R. N.C.O.s. So:Ue first-class 
ridii;ig was witnessed ~nd the weather for the day was 
glonous. There were eight hazards, namely: Rocky climb, 
gully, five bends, mud section, hill climb, brake test, control 
d~cent, and diversion through trees, gullies and rough. 
Pnzes were awarded to the first four, and it is interesting 
to note that all four were from the same troop, i.e., No. 77 
D.R. Troop. T~e winners were: 1st, Signalman Wright, 
3 marks; 2nd, Signalman Hart, 8 marks; 3rd, Signalman 
Peerman, 25 marks; 4th, Signalman Foster, 31 marks. 

On the way back to Barracks, the riders and course 
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officials had a "quickie" at O.C. D.R. Group's house 
(Captain Hannigan) to celebrate the festive occasion. It is 
hoped to organise a similar event in the near future. 

Exercise "Uunity" bas upset our training for the forth
coming athletics, but we hope to put up a good show and 
come out on top in the Inter-Squadron Athletics on 20th 
May. 

" DEKAPEA " 

2nd INFANTRY DlflSIONAL SIGNAL REGIMENT 

mid en 
April 

The Troop Training within the Regiment and in con
junction with H.Q. 2nd Division, which commenced in 
March, came to a successful conclusion at the end of April. 
Day exercises and one night exercise were held, and from 
all accounts proved on the whole very successful. All 
concerned who took part have gained much knowledge and 
experience, which they will find of great benefit in the 
forthcoming Divisional and Army Exercises. The Divi
sional Exercise (Jordan) commences on 4th May and ends 
on 7th May. The Army Exercise commences on 10th 
May and ends on 14th May. We are hoping that the 
Weather Clerk will be kind and issue a fair and fine weather 
report for this period. 

During the interim the Regiment is being visited in the 
field by Her Royal Highness The Princess Royal, our 
Colonel in Chief, who will be accompanied by the C.S.0. 
B.A.0.R., Brigadier W. H. G. Rogers, C.B.E. 

The Aero Modelling Club is still going strong and 
attracting the R.A.F. " types," who are continually trying 
to beat the airborne record of Corporal Johnny Sutton's 
" King Cobra," which remained in flight for 67 seconds. 
A club of German model-plane enthusiasts bas started in 
Essen, and one of their recent achievements has been to 
construct a miniature plane, powered by a tiny motor, and 
which flew non-stop from Essen to Ber!eburg, a distance 
<>f 112 km. This has caused a great sensation among the 
Sergeants, who are carrying out experiments on a jet engine 

· for the Aero Club and bas stung them to further efforts 
with their invention. The German Aero Oub, which had 
heard of the Regiment's interest in this same sphere of 
model aircraft, has asked, through the medium of KEY
NOTES, the Divisional Newspaper, to discuss and compare 
their work and arrange joint meetings. 

Now that the fine weather bas appeared the Cycling Club 
has once more come into the limelight, and the members are 
taking advantage to visit the surrounding countryside. 
Plans have been made whereby the members will have 
outings to the various places of interest and local leave 
centres within the Divisional area, and which no doubt will 
prove very popular. Membership is on the increase, and 
it looks as if the P .R.I. will be asked to supply more 
machines. These are obtainable through N.A.A.F.I. sources 
at a reasonable price. 

The flower gardens in the Regimental Lines are now at 
their best and make the surroundings look very attractive. 
Tulips, now in full bloom, have superseded the daffodils 
and the crocuses, and make a gorgeous splash of various 
colours and a touch of home life around the Barrack Area. 

The vegetable gardens, both the Regimental, which are 
cultivated by German personnel, and those that are cul
tivated and looked after by the respective Troops at H.Q .. 
are progressing very well. The benefit of the hard work 
that bas been put into these gardens will be reaped later 
on, when additional fresh vegetables will be available to 
implement those drawn and issued to the Cookhouse for 
the Men's Dining Room. 
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It was with great relief that we heard that Mrs. Miles 
the wife of Captain ("Pop") H. S. P. Miles bad bee~ 
taken off the dangerously ill list. She bad been very ill 
for some time and the Regiment's wish is that Mrs. Miles 
will S?On be completely recovered, well, and fit once again. 

This month the hand of friendship is extended to Captain 
and Mrs. Staerck and family, who have joined the Regiment 
from No. 33 Signal Squadron, Captain J. MacFarlane, 
and to all new arrivals who have joined the Regiment during 
this month. 

The month of April saw the departure of Captain (Q.M.) 
" Chuck " Fearnley and Mrs. Fearnley to the U.K. 
" Chuck," however, is returning after be has had a spot of 
well deserved leave, and remaining until the time comes 
when he will be proceeding on release and leaving the 
Service for good. Here's wishing you the very best of luck 
and good fortune for the future. 

Football. The Inter-Troop League, with the exception 
of one or two games remaining to be played, has now ended. 
As predicted, " L " Troop (H) Brigade have won the 
Championship Shield for this year, followed by " 0 " (A) 
Team in second place, third place being gained by H.Q. 
Team. The League was a huge sucess, and from these 
league games a very good Regimental side was formed 
which had a very good season all round. 

Athletics, Swimming and Cricket have now taken the 
place of the grand winter game. So far, Swimming has 
I\()t yet been possible in Hilden as the Pool is not yet open. 
Transport is laid on, however, every Wednesday afternoon 
for any budding swimmers who care to make the plunge in 
the Dusseldorf enclosed Swimming Bath. 

Cricket bas yet to get into its stride. 
A Divisional Cricket League has been formed which 

the Regiment bas entered, and in which they 'will no 
doubt give a good account of themselves. 

HA:Z.IBURG DISTRICT SIGNAL S (tUADRON 

May 
Ex-members of the Squadron would be amazed at the 

alterations which have taken place within the Squadron in 
the last few months. Demob and leave have depleted our 
ranks to such an extent that Royal Signals personnel are 
relatively scarce in Hamburg. 

Despite the difficult man-power situation we turned out 
a team for the local Seven-a-Side Rugby Competition. 

Left to riaht : Sian•lmen Kniaht, W illi•ms, D•vies , Lance-Corporal Melville, 
Serge•nt Jeffreys. Lance.Corpor•I Hyde, Second-Lieutenant D. N. Lindon 
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Lance-Corporal (Jock) Melville brings down his. man. Other players, su~pes 
(left to ri&bt) Si1nalman Kn ight, Second-Lieutenant Lindon and, JU<t 

taking off, Lance-Corporal Hyde 

Unfortunately we were knocked out in the first round, 
although it was misfortune and not the fault of the team 
that caused us to lose. The full-back was injured in the 
first five minutes of the game and in normal circumstances 
would have been B.L.R'd, but however in this case he 
gallantly endured the rest of the match. The final score 
was 4-3, a dropped goal to a try, the latter scored by 
Lance-C.Orporal Hyde. The photographs show the tc~ughs 
in action. Second-Lieutenant Lindon made a omely 
entrance, being just recently posted to the Squadron, and 
was pulled into the team. . 

Hamburg District Soccer Association have orgarused an 
Inter-Service Knock-Out Cup. The Royal Signals team 
has been selected from players of o. 1 Special Wireless 
Group, Air Formation Signals and this Squadron. . T~e 
team is captained by Captain John Evans, M.C., who is sull 
with the Squadron. Others selected are Sergeant Gilchrist 
(No. 2 Echelon Troop), Sergeant Shelley (No. 67 Cipher 
Troop), Signalman Nicholls (Line Troop) and Signalman 
McCann (No. 2 Echelon Troop). 

A bye was gained in the first round and we drew against 
R.E.M.E. in the second, but on 1st May at Gluckstadt 
Signals were victorious with a score of three goals against 
their two. Captain Evans scored two of the Signals' goals. 
All members of the team played a fine game, with special 
mention for Signalman McCann, the goalkeeper. No. 1 
Wireless Regiment must be applauded for the excellent way 
in which they played host to the members of the Squadron, 
both team and spectators. 

Royal Signals are now in the semi-final, which will be 
played at Rothenbaum Chaussee on Whit-Saturday. 

The " M" plan is being drawn up in the Cipher Office
for security reasons--and hopes of success are very high. 

Have your personal copy of 

The Wire 
mailed to you direct 

Subscriptions for 1948 should be sent to 
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The General Secretary, 

Royal Signals As~odati on, 

88 Eccleston Square, London, S.W.I. 

BERLIN SIGNAL SQUADRON 

May 

Hullo again from Berlin-this month's copy at least is 
ready on time. The last few ~eeks h~ve brought perfect 
weather and shirt-sleeve order is now m force. ~or ~he 
benefit of energetic types, a first-class outd?or sw1inn;im.g 
pool has been opened at the Olympic Stadium, and it is 
expected to be even more popular than last year. . 

We have only three m,ore matches to. play off m the 
Berlin Spring Soccer League and then w1U hopefully tum 
to cricket - " hopefully " because our Soccer results are 
well below the usual standard. 

The Table Tennis League is now over and the Squadron 
was placed fourth out of nine ~tries. _Thi~ was no~ at 
all bad when the size of opposmg Uruts is taken mto 
account. 

An inquiry has been instituted to find which member of 
British Troops, Berlin, " ha the most service in." One put 
forward is a High · Speed Wireless Troop " boy," Driver 

Back row (left to right): Signalman Paton, Driver Wignall, Lance-Corporal 
Rankin , Lance-Corporal Watts, Signalman Sellors . Front row (left to right): 
Signalman Barfoot, Signalman Crapper, Signalman Gartside, Lance-Corporal 

Gladman, Signalman Ward le, Si11nalman Ryan 

C. O'Callaghan, who has 34 years to his credit. He says 
he will leave us reluctantly on 31st December. On checking 
his personal file it was discovered that through a clerical 
error Driver O'Callaghan was reputed to be serving a 
Short Term engagement. 

Our new Second-in-C.Ommand has arrived, Captain W. C. 
Day, also S.S.M. G. D. Rockall, and both were soon well 
dug in. 

Marriages. We have two marriages to announce this 
month, that of Sergeant Bain to Ursula, and Sergeant 
Strange to Lisa. Sergeant Strange is an ex-member of the 
Squadron, but travelled back to Berlin for the ceremony. It 
is rumoured that the remainder of the Sergeants' Mess. 
were relieved when the celebrations were all over, as they 
were beginning to feel the strain. To both couples we 
extend our very best wishes for the future. 

A fitting way to end is to mention members who were 
released this period, so " Cheerio " to Corporal Haigh, 
Lance-C.Orporal Hope, Signalmen Smith, Raven and Sapper 
Marsh; also to S.S.M. Marks, who left us for No. 3 Signal 
Reporting Squadron. 

"BERLIN JIMMY" 
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Other 
Overseas 
Stations 

BETFOR SIGNALS 

Trieste 
April . 

As this is our first appearance in THE WIRE, perhaps we 
had better start by elucidating the abbreviation at the head 
of these notes. It stands for British Element Trieste Force. 
This is one of the three forces planned to assist the 
Governor of the Free Territory of Trieste. The other two 
forces are American and Jugoslav. Each is limited by the 
Italian Peace Treaty to 5,000 men. 

No governor for the newly-formed territory has yet been 
agreed upon, so the British and American zones of the 
territory, which includes the city of Trieste, are still 
administered by Allied Military government. The British 
G.O.C. acts as Military Governor of these two zones. 

The J ugoslavs in their zone have their own system and 
ideas of government which do not conform to ours; conse
quently there is no intercourse between the Allied and 
J ugoslav zones. 

The Jugoslavs would dearly love to have access to the 
city of Trieste and to take part in its administration. The 
Italian Peace Treaty re-adjusted the frontiers of Jugoslavia 
so that the Free Territory has only about two miles of 
frontier with Italy; the rest of it is with Jugoslavia. The 
British and American zones consist of a strip of territory 
of an average depth of about five miles along the Northern 
Adriatic Coast. 

One special feature of Trieste is the Bora. This is a 
biting cold wind reaching gale force which blows down 
from the mountains. This gift from Jugoslavia is one which 
could be dispensed with. 

Betfor Signals responsibilities consist in providing com
munications for No. 24 Infantry Brigade and for Betfor, 
both within the territory and to the outside world. Wireless 
plays a very important part of our communications plan. 
The main cable route out of the territory to Austria runs 
through Jugoslavia. There is plenty of opportunity of 
liaison with all Services and with our friends of the 
American Signal Corps. Much business is done by the 
C.Ombined Signal Board. 

The C.R. Signals is Lieutenant-Colonel D. R. Paterson, 
O.B.E., who also acts as C.S.O. Major Frank Mills and 
Captain Mike Watterson, late of C.S.O's Staff, C.M.F., are 
with the Unit; also Captain Stanley Lee, late of M.E.F., 
and Captain Dutch Holland, late C.M.F., and Lieutenant 
Ken. Uttley. 

We have with us a few familiar faces, including S.S.M. 
" Ted " Taylor (at present enjoying a short 49-day leave 
in Austria), S.Q.M.S. "Bing" Byron (ex-No. 13 C.Orps 
Signals), Sergeant "Ted" Grummet (he's been here long 
enough to own the place), Sergeants Durrant and Swales 
(ex-" Rats"), Sergeant Barrell (track layer), Sergeants 
Bruford, Hall, White and Carter, while working in our 
Cipher Office we have S.S.M. "Nobby" Clarke and Ser
geants Barber, C.Ook and Cox, all of whom emigrated from 
No. 13 C.Orps Signals. 

Until recently there have been comparatively few changes 
in the Unit. Now we are in the process of a big turnover 
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of men. A hearty welcome to the newcomers, and good 
luck to old comrades. Among old friends who have left 
us we send greetings to Major " Nobby " Clarke, .S.M. 
Viney and Campbell. We would like to thank the late 
C.S.0., C.M.F., Brigadier A. E. Morrison, o.B.E., and his 
staff for giving us such a good start. 

Looking back over the last six months (the ·Free Territory 
was formed on 15th September, 1947), the time has been 
fully occupied in trying to satisfy an increasing demand for 
more wireless communications. The linemen have been 
busy tidying up not only the city but outstanding bills. In 
the bad old days ships apparently on occasions left Trieste 
without removing the telephone. 

Life h.ere has not been all work. Bathing is universally 
popular m the summer. There has been keen rivalry for the 
Inter-Troop Sports Shield. In the matches played before 
Christmas we came out top of the Small Units' Football 
League. 

Christmas was celebrated in the usual fashion. Our poor 
children's party, judging by the food consumed, the pressure 
on buttons and the noise level, was an outstanding success. 
It ~as hard to judge which was the greater success, Father 
Christmas or the Punch and Judy show in Italian. 

In the summer, out of doors dances were a weekly feature. 
These we hope to start again soon, now the weather is 
improving. 

At present Military Training is occupying our attention. 
We hope to publish more details of our activities next 
month. 

No. 3 G.u.q. SIGNAL REGIMEN"T 

Fayid 
April 

Last month passed in re-organisation for the new War 
Establishment, and now, with the demobilisation of Groups 
69 and 70 we have settled down a good deal fewer in 
numbers. These are still diminishing, but everything, to 
use a military cliche, is under control, and we have no 
?oubts or fears for the future. Our many activities and 
mrerests have suffered not one whit from the reduction of 
strength; in fact, we are striking out in new directions. 
. Our thea~e is nearing completion, and will shortly house 
its first audiences. The Dramatic Society, taking advantage 
of a fine stage and excellent lighting apparatus, is already 
preparing its first play. Its opening work remains, as yet. 
a secret, but the committee has been in conference and 
we await results with interest. ' 

The close of the Soccer and Rugger seasons is upon us, 
and we can look back on a year of achievement in these 
fields. A full report on these activities and upon the 
Athletics will appear at a later date, but it is certain that 
we have made our name in the area. 

With the return of Spring we are beginning to see 
our cricketers, as potential Hammonds and Huttons appear 
at the nets. The sun has cast off all mcxlesty, and now 
beams upon us every day, while the wmds which used to 
fling the desert in our teeth and tried to wrench our tents 
from the Regimental lines, have left us to recover and to 
re-entrench ourselves. 

Hockey still claims the attention of many of our num
bers, and frequent b:ittles are fought out with our 
neighbours. There is to be a match between the Officers' 
and Sergeants' Mes es in the near future, and although 
the outcome is undecided, it is sure to be an excellent game. 
With the advent of warm suns and favouring breezes, 
there has been a renewal of interest in the Unit ailing 
Club, and many disciples are to be seen at the water's edge, 
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learning the technicalities of handling and racing a yacht. 
We hope that ome of these new recruits will fill the places 
of our experienced yachtsmen, some of whom are shortly 

"ling away in large vessels. 
Leave is a ubject which touches every true Signalman's 

heart, and there are many facilities for holidaymakers in this 
area. The Army has several leave camps in which one can 
lose the atmosphere of routine for seven days and can relax 
in comfort, while surrounded by many facilities for pleasure 
and recreation. Local or line-leave is discouraged as far as 
possible, for no one can really benefit from a holiday in the 
midst of an operational Unit. People are therefore advised 
to make use of the leave schemes organised by the Army 
Welfare ervice, which can be enjoyed at Cyprus, where 
many of us stationed in the M.E. experienced all the thrills 
of the winter sporting activities, and at Luxor, on the Nile, 
where there are guides to show the visitor the ruins of 
Egypt's ancient civilisation. We shall have more to say 
on this subject when our Special Correspondent returns 
from the Valley of Kings. 

By far the most important social event of the month has 
been the marriage of Miss Phyllis Croot, of the 
Q.A.I.M. .S., to Major C. L. Wilmer, our Operations 
Officer, The wedding took place at St. Martin's Church 
on 11th March, and the reception was held at the Sisters' 
Mess in Fayid. The bride and bridegroom left for their 
honeymoon in Cyprus, and we take this opportunity of 
wishing them good luck and all the joys of domestic 
happiness in the years that lie before them. 

Our Unit Magazine has suffered a severe setb1ck from 
the shortage of typists, but libel will out, and we expect to 
see another edition of Ariel on sale again very soon. 

Our farewells have been said to many this month, and our 
welcome bas been extended to several officers. In particular 
we are glad to have with us Major Blaker and Major Panton, 
whom we hope will be happy in their sojourn here. 

So much, then, from Fayid, and we bid you adieu until 
the beginning of May. 

PALESTINE COMMAND SIGNAL REGIMENT 

April 

By the time these notes appear in print, Palestine Com
mand Signal Regiment will have little time left to live. 
We who served in it think that it has been, and is, a good 
Regiment, and extend our thanks to those members of the 
Corps who have passed through as our predecessors and 
helped to make its name. 

At present the establishment and organisation of the 
Regiment is changing rapidly as the evacuation of Palestine 
proceeds, and we are approaching the final stage of the 
"Haifa enclave." 

These last few months have taught us a number of 
lessons in terms of Signals and Imperial Policing. They 
have shown that I.S. duties are a strain on communications 
even greater than battle, especially in maintenance of land 
lines. In many parts of the country Royal Signals took 
over the maintenance of civil routes since neither Jew nor 
Arab would venture into mixed areas or " No man's lands." 

Nearly every mine which exploded-no matter whether 
the target was the Army, an Arab bus or a Jewish convoy
blew up the military underground cables into the bargain. 
Since both sides wear His Majesty's uniform if the occasion 
suits it, then the presence of uniformed men digging round 
a crater looking for cable soon after an explosion was 
frequently discouraged by typical measures. Cable and line 
parties have frequently been under small arms and mortar 
fire. 

On almost deserted roads throughout the country, when 
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the order would be " minimum operational traffic," some of 
the very few vehicles to be seen-and we confess, frequently 
disobeying the 35 m.p.h. speed limit of the Scout Cars
would be the familiar S.D.S. cars getting through regard
less of sniping. Often they were up to six or eight hours 
overdue becau e of blown bridge or mine craters; often 
they had to make detours of fifty or sixty miles, but they 
always carried the mail through. 

Besides the satisfaction of doing a constructive task, it 
was made easier by the cheerfulness and ready humour of 
every man-proving that the post-war ~oldier still has his 
heart in the right place--and one doesn't have to look far 
to find it. 

At the time of writing there are still several weeks of 
work ahead of us and we are planning to give complete 
communication during the major moves of Formations and 
Units. 

A last word in thanks to No. 5 Wireless Carrier Troop 
of No. 1 L. of C. Signal Regiment, who have proved the 
reliability of the No. 10 sets time and time again. They have 
operated as isolated detachments all over the country, three 
of them perched on mountain tops remote from troops, 
N.A.A.F.I.s or any amenities. In one instance a detach
ment of this Troop fought off an attack for an hour, until 
relief arrived, killing 15 Jews with no casualties themselves. 
They have done an excellent job. 

JI.q. AIR CO:.\IH.,ND, FAil EAST 

Chief Air Formation Signal Officer'"' 

Branch, Singapore 

As far as we know, this is probaly the first contribution 
to the post-war WIRE to be submitted by a Signals Staff 
Branch. We are not out to create a precedent, but we hope 
readers will be as much pleased as surprised to see us in 
print in the Corps Magazine. 

The present staff of this Branch (rather a select few 
amongst the great numerical strength of H.Q. Air Com
mand) is composed of the following Officers and Other 
Ranks: 

Colonel T. A. R. Scott ("Tac R" to many members of 
the Corps) is filling the " red-band " appointment of 
C.A.F.S.O., assisted by Major B. R. H. Townson and 
Captain P. H. Manley. For convenience we also house the 
" B" Type Air Formation Signal Staff of Air H.Q. Malaya, 
which appointment is at present filled by Major J. Knowles, 
M .B.E. 

S.S.M. J. V. Needham, newly arrived ex-U.K. (second 
tour! ), Sergeants Sharrott and Hancock (the latter R.A.S. C. 
where are all the Royal Signals clerks these days?), Corporals 
Smith and Gage comprise the remainder of the staff. Subject 
to the Release Programme proceeding as estimated, several 
changes in staff are to be expected during 1948. 

The location of Air Command, with whom we work and 
live, is at a place called Changi, which, as far as Singapore 
Island is concerned, is the local seaside resort. Amenities 
are good, especially for the " outdoor" types, and visits 
to Singapore are unnecessary except for major occasions. 
We are also blessed with the sight of home-country 
femininity provided by the W.A.A.F. 

The one and only Unit under our technical control
No. 19 Air Formation Signal Regiment-is situated some 
seven miles from Changi. We follow the Unit keenly in 
the field of sport, and the C.A.F.S.0. was greatly pleased 
by their recent trouncing of G.H.Q. Signal Regiment in a 
Motor Cycle Rally held at the Air Formation Signal Camp. 
Considering the difference between the two Units in their 
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respective numbers of motor cycle exponents, this was no 
mean achievement. 

Working hours in the H.Q.s are 8 until 4.30, Wednesday 
and Saturday being half-days, and during these hours we 
dispose of a fair amount of " dak." If Tuesday, Thursday 
and Saturday are our busiest days, the fact that on these 
days appear the cryptic crosswords in the Straits Times is 
purely co-incidental. 

We have our little " flaps," as do most Staff Offices at 
some time or the other; files disappear to re-appear after 
a couple of days in someone's pending tray! Recently we 
l~s~ ~me for a couple of days. We might have blamed the 
civilian clerk, but as he is not allowed to handle that 
particular file (lots of security!) he was in the clear! 

Our message writing also has improved since the follow
ing little verse, originated by George Robey (with acks) 
and remembered by the C.A.F.S.0., was circulated amongst 
the staff: 

"I'm a plain spoken fellow, I say what I think. 
A spade is a spade to me. 

I'm terse and concise, and pithy and brief 
And straight to the point as can beJ' 

REMEMBER GEORGE 
The capitals were C.A.F.S.0.'s addition. 

~n Colonel Scott and Captain Manley we have two very 
acove members of the R.A.F. Changi Yacht Club, and they 
have been well to the fore in recent sailing events. Colonel 
Scott's appointment to the Sailing Committee points to 
the good relations existing between the Army and R.A.F. 
on the Station. 

For our closing paragraph we should like to extend our 
best wishes to all members and ex-members of the Corps 
wherever they may be. 

"J.V.N." 

EAST AFRIC:A COMMAND SIG~AL SQUADilON 

March 
As new scribe of East Africa Command,. Signal Squadron 

(late No. 1 L. of C. Signals) I must apologise for the 
absence of THE WIRE Notes due to the frequent changes 
of personnel and pressure of work, but hope to keep a steady 
flow of notes in the future. 

The Squadron is commanded by Major A. E. Hollings
~ea~ a~~ the Adjutant is Captain W. C. Savage-shades of 

Pmd1, Northcom and chisel pointed pencils. 
. 0.C. Line Troop is Captain Tommy Atkins. O.C. 

Signal Office Troop is Captain H. Gilmore of " Gilmore 
Special" fame; if you are still on your feet after three don't 
try another. O.C. Wireless Troop is Lieutenant J. V. W. 
Andrews, who has found a new way of getting 
round a.trnospherics by putting up corkscrew masts. Last 
seen fl)'.mg due south over Kenton on the end of a piec<! 
of mamlla rope borrowed from M.T. Section. O.C. M.T. 
:rroop ai:id Sports Officer is Lieutenant P. A. Rance, who 
is punching up for a regular commission and has oilr best 
wishes for · his success. 

We welcome to .our midst Lieutenant (Q.M.) A. Hodgson, 
who bas now JOmed the other thirty-nine thieves in the 
"Q" Stores, and assuhied the usual worried look. 

The _D.S.0.s, Second-:Lie.utenants Stewart and Bodey, 
are gettmg a lot of practice m at form filling in the Signal 
Office ond should find it an asset when they take up farm
ing again in Civvy Street. 

Wan·ant Officers' and Sergeants' Mess. The Mess has at 
present nine members, but we are losing two at the end 
of the week on demob-Sergeants Cushion and Morgan-
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Serg.eant Cassidy (A.E.C. ), Sergeant Hughes, Sergeant 
Smith , S.S . M. Thomas, Civvy friend . 

'.ind ~ake this opportunity of wishing them the best of luck 
m C1vvy Street. 

The remaining memb::rs, Warrant-Officers II W. J. 
Thomas and G. Ansell, S.Q.M.S. A. Dodaworth Sergeants 
P. Hughes, W. H. Smith and Steadman, and :o the two 
newcomers, Sergeants Hogg and Jeffries, who have just 
manage? to squeeze into THE WIRE Notes, we extend the 
glad mltt and an easy chair. 

1:'he. Mess held an outing to the Ngong Hills at the 
~egmrn?g of the month, which made a very educative and 
mterestmg day. On our return journey we came through 
the Game Reserve and had a good close-up view of giraffe 
TboI:?pson's gazelle, zebra, and impala, but unfortunatel; 
the lion must have smelt us coming and cleared off. 

A social evening is held in the Mess on the first Saturday 
?f .each month and, judging by the attendance and remarks, 
It IS a great success. 

Sport. Sport at the moment is in its infancy, and we 
have taken son:e heavy defeats in the Football League. 
However, there IS plenty of spirit in the team and no matter 
h<?w bea:vr tl;ie. defeat the lads turn out for the next game 
with therr spmt unbroken. Special mention must be made 
of our goalkeeper, Sergeanj: " Badgy" Steadman who 
doesn't have to board the goal up to keep them ou~. 

We are handicapped by not having a hockey pitch but 
hope t? have one graded by the time our next WIRE Notes 
are wntten. 

We. had one bra.n. mash on the football pitch, and under 
the difficult conditions there was quite a good show of 
talent. We hope to do very well later on . 

No. 7 L. OF C. SIG~AL SQUA.DllO~ 

East Africa 
March 

This is a new Unit making its first appearance in TuE 
~IRE-in fact, it is so new that it is still suffering from 
birth pangs. 

The Unit w~s formed . in t~e Middle East in September 
from .No. 4 A1~ Formation Signal Regiment, No. 1 L. of 
C. ~1gnal Regiment, and No. 18 Air Formation Signal 
Regiment. 

Major Brett sailed with the advance party in early 
October, and the main body followed under the Second
m-Command, Captain D. F. Willett at the end of the 
month. 
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The Gnit had been warned for rough living on arrival 
and found the warning was not exargerated, but by the 
time the main body arrived the camp amidst the coconut 
palm was fairly habitable. . . . 

In case anyone should gain the imp~ession. that we live m 
sylvan surroundings he should wait until he sees the 
1
!nminent danger of dropping nuts and palm branches, to 
··1y the least of falling palm trees. . . 

For some considerable time after arrival the Untt was 
footborne awaiting transport, and sighs of relief were heard 
from the line parties when they discovered that at last they 
could ride to work instead of walking. It is rumoured that 
the S.S.M. feels that now no one has enough exercise, and 
is going to agitate fo; r<;>ute marches ~ spare time; t~e 

econd-in-Command mclmes to the view that be hasn t 
got any anyway. 

A large amount of work bas b...oen d~ne under far _from 
e3Sy circumstances and the Squadron is now assummg a 
unity which it lacked in the early stages. . . 

On the welfare side we managed to obtam a pro1ector 
from A.K.C., so are ensured of a film show at least six 
times a week. 

The local coasts offer swimming, sharks, boating and 
sunbathing. Up to going to press there have b:!Cn no 
serious accidents} although one sergeant managed to attract 
the wrath of the pilot when he rammed the Empire W ind
rush in a hired yacht. Rumour also has it that one man 
swam to shore from an upturned boat through sbark
infested waters; the cynics state it was merely due to drink
ing Tusker in the sun. " Tusker," by the way, is the local 
brew. 

On the sports side we have accomplished much, although 
a lot remains to be done, lack of grounds and equipment 
being our chief problem. However, the sports officer, 
Second-Lieutenant Lewis, helped by S.S.M. Godwin, has 
managed to produce a fighting football team capable of 
inspiring respect if not fear in their opponents. The most 
popular win has been over the R.C.M.P. 

Christmas saw the production of our own follies, " The 
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Mombasa '3ble 

Changamwe Revue," which it is hoped to put in at the 
Garrison · Theatre in the near future. Several of our 
Squadron have joined the local Theatre Club and done 
sterling work backstage fortified by the gt.ass .that c.heers. 

Liaison with other Units is good-particularly with the 
East Africa Command Signal Squadron, who provide us 
with facilities for leave in Nairobi with a homelike atmos
phere and a welcome bar for Office~s, Sergeant~ and 0.R.s. 

Other personalities with the Urut not ~entioned . above 
are Captain Redding, ex-No. 1 L. of C. Sign'.l1 Regimc:nt, 
Lieutenants Bell and Rothwell, from No. 18 Air Formauon 
Signal Regiment, Lieutenant Barker, and the one and_ only 
in all of East Africa-Captain (T.O.T.) G. H. Snuth. 

S.Q.M.S. Jimmy Pugh, of East African Signals days, 
is with us, capably helped by ~ergeant (when I was a 
recruit) Sanderson. All ex-Seruor Leaders from Army 
Signal School will be interested to k~ow that Sergeants 
Horsfall Barrett, Kerr, Flynn, Menuply and Corporals 
Tonks, Craig, O'Neill and Seaford are ~th. us, although 
the custom of " Bashing" bas not been mstltuted yet. 

We hope to be back again soon with more news from 
Darkest Africa. For the present, Kwa heri (Good-bye). 

MAURITitJS SIGNAi, TllOOP 

March 

Contrary to the widespread belief that Mauritius is p_art 
of the British West Indies, it is, in fact, about 1,500 nules 
from the coast of Africa in the Indian Ocean. A British 
Colony, it is peopled largely by French ~nd Creole speaking 
people, and is famous for the Dodo, pir8:tes and cyclones. 
The Signal Troop can vouch for the third of these as a 
cylone blew down the main route from Vacoas to Port 
Louis in 1945. We are not so certain about the second, 
however, as, despite extensive digging, we have never 
unearthed so much as a doubloon. 

Like most Units, we suffer these days from lack of 
continuity and seldom keep B.O.R.s for more than four 
or five months. S.Q.M.S. White and Sergeant Harris are 
both regulars and should be here for a year or two. The 
other six B.O.R.s, Sergeant Hawkins, Corporal Clarkson, 
Corporal Woodbridge, Lance-Corporal Plumb, Lance
Corporal Harrison and Lance-Corporal Henderson are all 
due for demob this year. The O.C., Captain Tomlinson, is 
due to leave on Python to England in July. The remainder 
of the Troop consists of 23 Mauritian O.R,s who have no 
Python trouble, being residents of the island. 
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WEST AFRICA SIGNAL REGIMENT 

SIERRA LEONE AND GAMBIA SIGNAL SQUAD
RON. The Squadron provides line and wireless communi
cations (military) for the two Colonies of Sierra Leone and 
G ambia-hence its name. Squadron H.Q. is situated in 
Freetown-a plac_e that gaine~ much undeserved notoriety 
from troops passmg through m convoy to the Middle or 
Far East during the war. 

Our two out-stations are at Daru, some 200 miles " up
country " from Freetown, and at Cape St. Mary in Gambia 
--Or "The Gambia," to give the colony its correct name. 

Squadr~m Headquarters is located in what is probably 
the best situated barracks on the Coast, namely Tower Hill 
Barracks. The camp lies on a hill which dominates the 
town and harbour, and affords a lovely sea view for all 
who live in Barracks. The two Troops at H .Q. are the 
F .S.S. and Signal Office Troops. 

F.S.S. Troop is ably commanded by Sergeant "Jock" 
Hammond, formerly of " The Rock" and a Fortress cable 
king. The Troop has large U.G. cable commitments 
serving not only military Units in the Colony, but also 
the Royal Navy and. Naval Dockyards. Anyway, "Jock" 
finds they cause qwte enough work to keep his linemen 
fully occupied. 

In command Signal Office Troop is Sergeant Harries 
'.Nho at _the time of ~r~ting is, we regret to say, seriously ill 
m hospital. But this m no way prevents his minions from 
effic~ently running. the A.L.S., S.D.S. and the Inter-Colony 
~adio/Telephone link. A feature of life here in West Africa 
is the lack of normal transport and the long distances 
worked. 

To avoid heavy delays, all mail for U.K. and other 
~lo~ies has to be cleared by air via B.O.A.C., as no regular 
shippmg schedule runs through the port. The denizens of 
the Cipher Office are Sergeants Drury and Bolleton. In 
Squadron H.Q., S.Q.M.S. "Tich" Metcalfe runs the 
" Quartermongers' " Department, and in his spare time 
(" What spare time," I can hear him saying) is a very keen 
" ham." M.T. of this Unit is nursed by Sergeant Barry, 
another Corps old-stager. O.C. Squadron is Captain S. B. 
Duke. In charge of the W./T. out-station in Gambia is 
~ergeant Ba_rlo~, who will be shortly returning to the 
ng?urs of hfe m Squadron H.Q. Cape St. Mary is a 
deh~htful spot on the coast, with lovely scenery and fine 
bathing, and, as the country is flat, riding is also very 
popular. ~he A.0.R.s in the Squadron are at present com
posed of Sierra ~eo~e, Gold O?ast and Nigerian personnel 
but_ very, shortly it is hoped to have a purely Sierra Leone 
Urut. 

Certainly there is no recruiting problem here. 
Sport. A short time ago the Swedish Naval cruiser 

Pyllia visi~<:d Freetown on a training cruise, and a football 
match, .Bnnsh Army v. Swedish Navy, was arranged. The 
result was rather sad, Army being beaten 5-1 but the 
Squadron gained consolation from the fact that' Sergeant 
Devenport, Royal Signals, scored the only goal for the 
Army team. The District Sports have just finished and all 
concerned are gratified to see that the Squadron has finished 
secon~ in the League. Good show, chaps! 

Social and Personal. Our European strength is now one 
Officer and 16 European 0.R.s. There are two married 
families in. site in the_ Squadron, namely Mrs. Duke, and 
M.t:s. Hari:ies ~d . child. Both families are happy and 
sans?ed with hfe m Freetown. Mrs. Harries is at presnt 
h~lpmg to nurse her husband, who is ill. We all hope he 
will . soon be " out of dock " and appearing once again with 
farruly at _the Juba Sections. Bathing, not elbow lifting, 
you old-umers. The C.S.O., Colonel McOstricb has 
recently visited the Squadron, also Major Main, Seco~d-in-

. at an early date. A visit is also expected from the C.O. 
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T he N .A.A.F.I. Club at Jubl Beach continues to be a 
Command of the Regiment, and we hope to see them again 
p<>pular a~ternoon . and week-end rendezvous for those 
mt~rested m anythmg from billiards to bathing-and back 
ag~m. Any meal of the day may be had at usual N .A.A.F.I. 
p~ices an~ a well-stocked shop is open all day. The A.K.C. 
Cmema is . once again functioning and is showing twice 
weekly. Films may be slightly vintage, but the attendances 
prove _the shows to be extremely popular. 

Owmg _to s~oi:tage of accommodation (yes, even here in 
West Afr,ica) lt 1s not possible to have a separate Signals 
S~rge:ints Mess, so at present we are " munching" in with 
District ~.Q. The arrangement works efficiently and, as 
the Mess is very comfortable, all is well. 
- Amateur Radio. Captain Duke, together with S.Q.M.S. 
Met~lfe, operate the only " ham " station in the Colony, 
call sign bemg ZDIBD. Frequency is 14350 kcs. for phone 
and \4100 c.w. _So what . a~out a QSO, you other Corps 
hams. Meanwhile, both JOm in wishing you best of 73's 
and lots of DX. 

NORTHER~ AREA SIG~AL TROOP 

East Africa 
March 

In this the Troop's first appearance in THE WIRE, it 
would, perhaps, be as well to explain where we are, who 
we are, and what we do. 

Our chief station is Nanyuki, Kenya Colony-exactly on 
the Equator and at the foot of Mount Kenya Africa's 
second highest mountain-17 ,040 feet. And we ~ame here 
from nearby Gilgil, as the peacetime successor of Northern 
Area Signal Regiment, in August, 1946. Our only 
permanent detachment is at Jinja in Uganda-400 miles 
away. (Round the clock R/Toc on a 22 set!) 

Now for who we are. Our O.C., who bas been with 
us since. April, 1947, is Captain P. D. Legge, o.c.M.; our 
Second-m-Command Lieutenant R. E. Howe, who's been a 
month long~r, and who will be home 'ere this appears in 
p~mt (be hopes). There are also Sergeant-Major W. A. 
Timbrell, late School of Signals, S.Q.M.S. M. Radcliffe 
No .. ~ Tra~g Regiment, Sergeant R. S. Clark, No. S 
Tratrun_g Re~ment, and Sergeant P. C. Ansell, of Air 
Formauon Signals, El Ballah; in addition we've got about 
a dozen other British ranks and a hundred Africans. 
~d what wi: do. ~e serve a formation roughly 

eqwvalent to a Brigade, with the usual fixed communications 
and form when necessary the skeleton of a war-time brigade 

The Corps flaa on the equator-wi th the snows of Mount Kenya in the 
backrround 
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1
Serge>nt-Major Timbrell (right) and Sergeant-Major Jasper. 

ignal Troop. Our Africans man the sets, ""'.ork the Sigi;ial 
Office, operate the exchange maintain the hn~, . and dnve 
and maintain the vehicles-all under the superV1s1on of one 
or t\vo British N.C.0.s in each department. 

In the sphere of recreation we're ~airly well catered f<?r. 
Although on the Equator, Nanyuk1 has, 1;>ecause of Its 
6,000 feet above the sea, a v_ery temperate _climate; hockey, 
soccer, cricket, tennis and r1dmg are possible _all the year 
round, though hockey and soccer are ~e chief of these. 
Poaching on the local trout streams, which are very well 

African foot ball team- with t he O.C. 

stocked, is perhaps more pop~ar ~ban it should _be, ~nd 
shooting with gun or camera 1s easily had locally m hired 
transport. When the cinema is not broken down we see 
more or less well-worn films several times a week, and the 
local settlers are often good friends to us all. The Second
in-Command, who is-unjustly, let it be said- alleged to 
spend most of his time on leave, has climbed nearby Mount 
Kenya, as well as Kilimanjaro's 19,400 feet, 300 rrules away 
in Tanganyika. 

This will do for an introduction; from now on we'll 
hope to keep you posted. 

"KAR.ANr" 

PUBLICATIONS RECEIVED 
We gratefully acknowledge receipt of the following: 

CATIERICK EXPRESS, 1st, 15th May. 
R.E.M.E., May. 
SAMBAND (Royal Norwegian S.T.C.), April. 
JOURNAL OF THE ROYAL ARMY SERVICE CoRPS, April. 
THE THISTLE, April. 
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Territorial 
ArDly 

No. 11 A.A. (H) SIGNAL REGDIENT, T.A. 

Lieutenant-Colonel G . H. T. Shrimton, T.D., took over 
command of the Regiment on its re-formation in 1947, and 
has his headquarters at the Drill Hall, 206, Brompton Ro~d. 
Members of the Heaquarter staff include the Second-m
Command, Major C. G. Wardrop, Captain J. w_. Rayner, 
the Adjutant, Captain (Q.M.) E. H. Mott, Juruor Com
mai1der M. F. Rogers and R.S.M. D. Park. 

Also at " 206," parading on Thursday and Tuesday 
evenings respectively, are N_os. 22 ~nd 23 Squadrons. 

o. 22 Squadron is commanded by MaJOr J. W. Hyde, T.D., 
and No. 23 Squadron by Captain G. J . Sard. 

We have a Squadron at Chatham (No. 20 Squadron 
commanded by Major R. W. M. Little) and another at 
Brentford (No. 21 Squadron, with Captain J. W. Dempster 
in command). Last, but not least, No. 22 Squadron has 
two Troops in Norwich under Captain A. D. ~ger. . 

Here I should like to add a welcome to P1pe-Ma1or 
R. Hill and his wife and family. Pipe-Major Hill, late 
of the Argyll and Sutherland Highlanders, has come to us 
as caretaker, and we are all grateful to Mrs. Hill for running 
the canteen so efficiently. 

John Rayner has left us for a holiday i~ Norway. ~e 
has our best, though envious, wishes. J 1mmy Pugh is 
standing in for him. . . 

On 19th March the Sergeants' Mess celebrated Its official 
opening. . . 

On 7th April, No. 66 A.A. Bngade ran a ~ce m 
Norwich and invited our detachment ~here t? assist . . In 
the entrance hall they displayed teleprinters m opera_tJ?n, 
22 Sets working on a simple net, and various other exh1~1ts. 
Rumour has it that, as a result, there were several . applica-
tions to join-the A.T.C. . . 

At "206" we had an informal dance on 17th ~pn_l. This 
was the usual quarterly " informal," but was this ume run 
in conjunction with the London branches of the Royal 
Signals Old Comrades' Association. About 30q turned up 
to dance to Donald Wood's band. We are looking forward 
to seeing more of the Old Comrades in the near future, as 
further dances are being arranged with them. 

"206" 

4 3 r d (WESSEX) INFANTRY DIVISIONAL 
SIGNAL REGIHENT, T.A. 

May 

It is hoped that by the third ""'.eek in June w~ shall find 
the majority of our fellows holding Trade Raungs, as on 
19th/20th June this Unit, in conjun,ction with No. 63 H.Q. 
Signal Regiment, T.A., are. holding .a _Trade Board at 
Exeter. Training and swottmg for this is, of course, t~e 
keynote of the hour, and when it is all over all eyes will 
be set on Annual Camp to be held in July. 

We welcome two new officers to the Unit, both o~ whom 
are giving their services with No. 2 Squadron, Captam E. J. 
Broom and Lieutenant B. c;. Dromgoole; we hope their 
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stay with us will be both beneficial to the Unit and enjoy
able to themselves. 

We have received early notification that the Royal Signals 
Motor Cycle Display Team will be visiting us again in 
September; last year they were extremely well received 
when their show was put on by us as a help towards our 
recruiting drive; this year we feel sure that the Display 
Team will be a huge success. 

The Annual Officers' Dinner was held at Taunton on 
10th April, with our Honorary Colonel, Brigadier Ralph 
Rayner, o.B.E., M.P., in the chair. It was a most successful 
evening and marked the first Annual Dinner since the war. 
We welcomed many ex-members of the Unit who arrived 
from all parts of the country. The party that followed the 
dinner at the County Hotel, Taunton, could almost be added 
to the battle honours of the Division! Those present 
included Major-General G. W. Symes, C.B., M.C., G.O.C., 
43rd (Wessex) Infantry Division, T.A., Brigadier W. A. 

cott, C.B., C.S.O., Southern Command, Colonel C. E. L. 
Lewin-Harris, Secretary, Somerset T. and AF. Asso
ciation, Colonel Cragie, Lieutenant-Colonel E . J. Hat
field, Assistant Secretary, Devon T. and A.F. Asso
ciation, Lieutenant-Colonel W. F. B. Nott, C.R. 
Signals, 43rd (Wessex) Infantry Division, T.A., Lieu
tenant-Colonel D. J. Goldsmith, 0.C., 63rd H.Q. 
Signal Regiment, T.A., Lieutenant-Colonel J. W. Western, 
Major 0. S. Dalton, O.C., No. 1 Squadron, 43rd (Wessex) 
Infantry Divisional Signal Regiment, T.A., Major F. Signey, 

· 0.C., No. 2 Squadron, 43rd (Wessex) Infantry Divisional 
Signal Regiment, T.A., Major L. E. 0. Evans, T.D., O.C., 
No. 3 Squadron, 43rd (Wessex) Infantry Divisional Signal 
Regiment, T.A., Major F. West, M.M., Q.M., 43rd (Wessex) 
Infantry Divisional Signal Regiment, T.A., Major W. C. 
Burke, H.Q., S.W. District, Major R. J. Harvey, O.C., 
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No. 15 Special Wireless Squadron, T.A., Major J. A. 
Taylor, Major P. C. Williams, H.Q., Southern Command, 
Captain J. C. Clinch, Adjutant, 43rd (Wessex) Infantry 
Divisional Signal Regiment, T.A., Captain F. Turton, O.C., 
H.Q. Squadron, 43rd (Wessex) Infantry Divisional ignal 
Regiment, T.A., Captain F. Field, No. 1 Squadron, 43rd 
(Wessex) Infantry Divisional Signal Regiment, T.A., Captain 
E .. J.. BrOOJ:?, No. 2. Squadron, 43rd (Wessex) Infantry 
D1V1s1onal Signal Regiment, T.A., Captain J . N. Carleton
.Stiff, No. 3 Squadron, 43rd (Wessex) Infantry Divisional 
Signal Regiment, T .A., Captain G. Thorpe, L.A.D., 43rd 
(Wessex) Infantry Divisional Signal Regiment, T.A., Captain 
J. Anns, H.Q., Southern Command, Captain H. G. S. 
Pinfield, M.C., Lieutenant B. C. Dromgoole, No. 2 Squadron, 
43rd (Wessex) Infantry Divisioml Signal Regiment, T .A., 
Lieutenant H. G. Golding, No. 3 Squadron, 43rd (Wessex) 
Infantry Divisional Regiment, T.A., Lieutenant E. W. E. 
Walter. 

No. 2 SQUADRON, BRIDGWATER, SOMERSET. 
New recruits are marking time outside the P.S.I.'s Office 
at the rate of the best pa~t of a good few each week; we 
can report that these enlistments are all ex-Service men 
thirsty for the old Army comradeship that seemingly do~ 
!lot exist in the land of bowler hats. The "Jimmy Club" 
1s well under way and our Squadron personnel and A.T.S., 
T.A., ranks put a lot of time in the club. 

We are up to our necks in league matches, and all nights 
other than drill nights, we play off skittles, darts, football 
and .22 rifle competitions, although up to press we are 
not ashamed to admit that we have been licked on all our 
various challenges, as, they say here in " Zummerzet " 
" fair do's," originated from Wilfred Pickles's visit to said 
CO'.lilty. 

[Phoro by Douglas Allen, Bridl(U·aru. 
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~ e are mo t proud to report that the Corp, Band is 
:oming to us on Frida 14th Ma •, and we hav be~ most 
fortunate in obtaining the stage of the Odeon Cmema, 
Bridgwater, for thi marked event; the cinema programme 
ha been arranged o that the band play from 1900 to 1930 
hrs. The quadron i turning up in uniform 100 per cent. 
muster; this performance it is e.x-pected will result in the 
enli tment of many more recruits-normal forecast. 

" WILCO-NOBBY" 

No. 3 SQUADRON, TORQ A Y. This last month has 
been out tanding for the enjoyment derived from outdoor 
training in the lovely weather now being enjoyed at this 
glorious Devonshire seaside resort. One of our first evening 
outdoor efforts saw the hammers winging on Hammer and 
Jumper Drill, to say nothing of our emulating the monkeys 
at climbing the pole. Of course it wouldn't be fair com
petition for the monkeys if we didn't handicap ourselves
so we used the official climbers. But most of the outdoor 
work has been on Motor Cycle riding instruction and 
vehicle driving. It might seem that is a dull affair, with no 
accident reports submitted, but we've had our moments 
and perhaps-who knows?-anything might happen ~fore 
we finish-it's the " shark':;" tum next, and he might make 
a good job of it. 

We have also been firing off plenty of .22 ammunition 
and did think of entering for the King's Cup at Bisley 
this year, but have decided to have a couple of days' fun 
on the open range at Honiton instead. If you have any 
doubts at all about being bullet proof, just keep clear of 
Honiton on 29th May and 4th July, 'cos we shall be there 
changing the look of the countryside. 

There's nothing to bold us these days, since we've seen 
the set of new Film Stars of which we form the bulk. 
When the Adjutant gave us a preview of the film he took 
at our last camp, it recalled a very pleasant week-end any
way, and we are all now waiting for Mr. Rank to come 
along with the contracts. We also saw a "short," entitled 
" Liberation of Brussels," but, confidentially, we think it 
would ~ better entitled " Kissing the Blondes." 

We are pegging along tow~ds opening an " Association" 
Branch in Torquay, so when you come home you'll know 
where to come. 

"TOPPER" 

51st (B) r.\'FAN'TR'i- DI"l<-iSIONAI, SIGNAL 

REGIME:\'T, T .A. 

In the last week or so there have been great rejoicings 
and celebrations in the Regiment. We have now regained 
our old and hereditary title the " 5 lst Highland Divisional 
Signal Regiment, T.A.," and the "H.D." flash once again 
rules the Highlands. But it is also with sorrow that we 
cast off our 51st/52nd Scottish title. It will always bring 
back many pleasant memories to us, in particular of Major 
D. M. B. Edwards and all those in No. 3 Squadron, 
Glasgow, to whom we must now say good-bye. We wish 
them all the very best of luck and thank them for all they 
have done. 

At the same time as bidding farewell to No. 3 Squadron, 
Glasgow, we welcome into our midst a brand new No. 3 
Squadron - a Squadron who are recruiting on virgin soil 
to the C.Orps at Dundee. As a result of some re-organisa
tion in-the Scottish T.A., 26th Independent Brigade Signal 
Squadron have become No. 3 Squadron, 51st (H) Infantry 
Divisional Signal Regiment, T.A. In command is Major 
Love, who at the end of the war was with Paiforce. To 
assist him he has S.S.M. Grace and S.S.M. Brooks as 
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permanent staff. The numbers of recruits are so far small,. 
but since moving into new and better quarters the other 
day hope runs high. 

Exercise " Lariat" was the most outstanding event of the 
month in training. The Exercise was conducted by the 
C.S.0. at St. Andrew's on the week-end 24th/25th April. 
The C.0., the Adjutant, Major Edwards and Lieutenant 
Wotherspoon attended from the Regiment and returned 
full of stories of the L. of C. in Italy, and lots of other 
gen! The C.0. and Major Edwards, by the way, returned 
the best card for the golf tournament. Even if some of the· 
golf wasn't so hot, the weather conditions were perfect. 

In No. 1 Squadron we have beep. limbering up with a 
full day's exercise on Sunday, 25th April, in which some 
signallers from No. 275 (H) Field Regiment, R.A., als 
took part. They tacked on the communications for a troop 
of guns to our skeleton Divisional lay-out. The Exercise 
was very successful and we hope that the Field Regiment 
will join us again some time. 

No. 2 Squadron have been pressing on with training: 
and had a very pleasant Sunday afternoon's shooting out 
on the Greenhill Range, at which all ranks qualified suc
cessfully. Work has been going on apace for improving: 
our canteen, but we are still looking for an Officer to join 
up and lead the Squadron. 

We have had two very enjoyable dances this month· in 
Aberdeen. The first on the 9th, sponsored by the Bad
minton Club of the Signals Association, and the second 
a week later, sponsored by the Sergeants' Mess. Both 
occasions were great gatherings. The Badminton Club 
chose the occasion for the presentation of their cups and 
prizes for their championships. The prizes were presented 
by Mrs. Robert Guy to Mrs. Lovie and Sergeant Lovie for 
ladies' and men's singles respectively, and amongst the. 
doubles congratulations go to Mrs. Kelman. Among those 
whom we were very pleased to see at the Sergeants' Mess 
Dance were Lieutenant-Colonel Lindsay Webster, late of the· 
R.A.M.C. and one-time Regimental Medical Officer. He 
was involved in many a huddle with the " old sweats." He 
is home on leave from the Phillipines and is expecting to 
take up a new appointment in South America very shortly. 
All ranks wish him the very best of luck. 

"SCOTTY" 

No. 1/20 (S.M.) ARMY SIGNAL REGDIENT, T.A. 

Today, as I write, it is 8th May, and a very fine day, 
too. You may be of an enquiring turn of mind and in the 
articulate way so much the vogue in 1948 you may ask> 
"So what?" 

My diaries, which I kept in my bead (Oh, yeah!) from 
1939 to 1948, are always full of a nostalgic interest for me. 
I rediscover that on 8th May, 1943, the Tunisian campaign 
came to an end. On that day we sat by the roadside in a 
Tunis suburb and watched the " Master race " streaming 
to our P .o.W. cages by the thousand. Then, on 8th May, 
1945, I find that the war in Europe officially ended. The 
bombing stopped, the senseless slaughter was over, in that 
part of the world at any rate. Not many people remembered 
all that today. Certainly not the newspapers, who are so 
fond of digging up anniversaries far less important. Well, 
what of it? Just this, lady. Let your husband join the 
Territorial Army. Let your big son have a bash. They 
would like to, but are giving in to your demands that they 
leave it alone. I have talked to them. I know! Remember 
bow glad you were when the war ended? Naturally you 
wouldn't like another one. Eh? The Territorial Army at 
full strength could and would be an insurance against such 
a catastrophe. Don't ask me how or why. Use your very 
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attractive head, dear. But I don't suppose you'll read this 
.any~ay. A pity. It all r.eminds me of the two very thirsty 
ostriches who ran 40 rrules across the desert for a drink 
with some friends. At the end of the journey there were 
three ostriches with their heads buried in the sand. 
" Damn," said our gasping travellers. " All that way and 
there's no one at home." ' 

Now let us get back to Cateswell House, Hall Green. 
Our Breast Route has arrived at last, so Captain Berresfotd 
.and his party will be fully occupied. The 70 feet wireless 
masts are still upright, and the wireless men are pretending 
~hat they never expected anything else. Actually, everything 
1s sl.owly but surely working out right, and there is plenty 
-co mterest a keen tradesman. We are all set for the 
Annual Camp from 15th to 23rd May. I shall not be able 
to tell you. about it in this number · for a perfectly good 
Teasoi;i, which eludes me for the moment. Something to 
<lo "".1th the date I expect. Captain M. W. Taylor will be 
messmg officer. We shall expect him to remember 
Napoleon's dictum. Kingsbury Ranges will be visited on 
19th May. We will tell you about it, so don't go away. 
Our numbers increase steadily, though not so fast as to 
cause us to panic. We could do with a number of the right 
'type of ex-Service man. 

There are plenty of them in the ranks of the Signals 
Association. The social side of our life is not neglected. 
1n ad~ition to a couple of good dances nearly every month 
there 1s a very happy gathering in both the Sergeants' and 
Men's Messes on most Sunday evenings. We were unlucky 
to lose at darts in the final of the Mitchell's and Butler's 
Medal Tournament against No. 21 (N) Corps Troops 
·Column, R.A.S.C., in April. We were beaten eight games 
to five. The success of the R.A.S.C., though by no means 
begrudged, was something of a surprise, as our team has 
been winning consistently in the T.A. League Competition. 
Perhaps it was stage fright. Or something. We would like 
to congratulate the R.A.S .C. on a gootl show. We shall be 
seeing them again one day-and then! Thanks are due 
-co our excellent R.E.M.E. friends, No. 61 A.A. Workshop 
·Company, Alum Rock Road, who were hosts for the 
•evening and really made a grand job of it. 

BARLEUX 

No. 2/20 AR1'1Y SIGNAL REGIMENT, T.A. 

The Unit moves on steadily and, with the brighter 
•evenings, more practical work outdoors is possible. We are 
in the process of obtaining the necessary facilities to build 
a 5-mile permanent line route, but the process is a lengthy 
business and the negotiations have their full quota of red 
-cape to be overqome. The Unit Lines Officer in all his 
majesty, and the Unit jeep, has done a recce, with the 
result that we have a first-class project--<:m paper. 

Our numbers have not grown much, but the keen out
look of those we have is in no way diminished. Whatever 
the type of training some are bound to be bored but they 
:stick it out, and will usually admit that they have learned 
something. We are about to recruit A.T.S. (or should I 
~ay W .R.A.C. ?) personnel; it will be interesting to see how 
their recruiting compares with the male component of the 
Unit. 

New arrivals include 10 Engineering Cadets who arc 
studying for their A.M.I.E.E. (Section "A") at a local 
technical institute. Ac the successful conclusion of the 
-course it is understood they are bound for regular service 
in Royal Signals. They form a keen young band of 
chaps who will undoubtedly benefit a great deal by their 
.attachment to the T.A. 

Most of. the Unit enjoyed a very plea ant day on Sunday, 
18th Apnl, when Purfieet ranges were visited for the 
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" Annua.l Shoot." Although everyone was very much out 
of pracuce, the results were satisfactory. 

Should it be of any interest to readers, the O.C.A. of 
the. 4th, ~4th and 18th Divisional Signals meet for a 
social evenmg on the first Wednesday in each month in the 
Men's Canteen at our Drill Hall, Selsdon Road, Wanstead, 
E.11. All old members of these Units are cordially invited. 

No. 23 (SOUTHERN) C:ORPS SIG~AL 

REGOIEN'T, T .A. 

Hello, everyone! This is the voice of the Blue-Star 
glamour boys, having awakened from our winter hiberna
tion.. Incidentally, the old Divisional sign has returned, 
and 1s proudly worn by our ever-increasing numbers. 

. We welcome to. Signals, Signalman King, ex-C.Ommando, 
Signalman Chaplin, e~-Royal Navy, and Signalman Cuss, 
ex-R.A.F., together with many ex-members of the C.Orps. 
Space does not permit further details at present. We feel 
~at a combined operations force representative of all arms 
1s no~ beyond the scope of this Regiment. 
. It is t~ought that THE WIRE is an excellent medium for 
mtroduclDg ou.r ~embers, but as this would take up rather 
a lot of space 1t 1s proposed that a Squadron be introduced 
at each publication. The necessary roll of drums as our 
permanen~ staff is presented, ably led by R.S.M. W. E. 
Parks, asS1sted by S.S.M.s Armstrong, Smith and Stevenson, 
Sergeants Banham, Baker, Ellis, Noble and Sampson. 

The Regiment's officers turned out in force and provided 
two syndicates for exercise " Spearhead," held by C.S.O., 
Eastern C.Ommand, for T.A. Signal Regiments from 
23rd-25th April. The C.S.O. expressed satisfaction with 
the attendance. and the keenness shown. For our part we 
thoro':1ghly ~n1o~ed ourselves and take this opportunity of 
thanking Brigadier Steward and his gallant staff for a well
org~sed and thoroughly enjoyable week-end. Special 
mention must be made of the messing; it was outstanding. 
The only criticism heard was that the conference room was 
rather stuffy, but that was due, no doubt, to the " hot air" 
churned out . 

. The Regiment is extremely proud of its very efficient 
Rifle Club, led by Captain Oliver. Our victims so far 
have been the 16th Airborne Division, the London Scottish 
and t~e Princ:ess Louise's Kensington Regiment (Signals 
Rep?rong Regunen~). Readers will note that even Infantry 
Regunents are considered fair game. 

We go to camp for the last week in August at Canterbury 
as guests of Eastern Command Signals. 
· The Regiment's Table Tennis team have played six 

matches so far, winning five and losing one. With a little 
more practice the rate of wins will undoubtedly be increased. 

A recent Dance held by us was a great success. 
. Congratulations Corner. To our blushing Adjutant, who 
1s now the father of a bouncing son; to Signalman and 
Mrs. Bladon. on the birth of a daughter; and last, but not 
least, to Ma1or Watson, who has also been presented with 
a daughter. 

Wedding bells rang out for Signalman King a -few weeks 
back, and we take this opportunity of wishing the happy 
couple every success and all the very best. " SVEN ,, 

Contributors are reminded that the date 

for submission of items for publication 

is the 16th of the month 
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SIG:\".\L DEPORTING DEGDIE 1T, T.A. 

( KENSII\"GTONS) 

'\' e hav had an active month one way and another. On 
unday, 18th April we had a day out at Pirbrig~t to fire 

off the Annual Rifle Clas ification. It was a glorious day 
and absolutely ideal for shooting. Practically all the 
Regiment were able to turn out a.nd we had .a thoroughly 
enpoyable time: only very few failed to qualify, but there 
were quite a number of marksmen. \'\( e were glad to have 
our Honorary Colonel, General Sir H. Colville B. Wer_nyss, 
K.C.B. K.B.E., o.s.o., M.C., with us and we hope he enioyed 
the outing as much as we did. 

The follm.ving week-end a number of the Officers went 
over to H.Q. Eastern Command at Hounslow for Exercise 
" pearhead," which was mo t interesting. We were par
ticularly glad to renew old friendships with numbers of 
other T.A. Units, some of whom we had not seen for many 
years. 

On the week-end 8th and 9th May the " marksmen " 
of the Regiment went down to Bisley to try their hand at 
shooting on " civilian " targets. Again we were lucky in 
the weather, but some of the " marksmen" found that they 
were "not" under the new conditions. Even so, scores 
were pretty good on the average. 

Despite our constant practice on the open ranges, we 
have not been so successful on the Miniature Range. On 
Friday, 30th . April, we had a match against the John 

G•neral Sir Colville Wtmyn tal kin1 to Lieut.-Colone l Wuey at Pirbriaht 
ran1H 
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Bolding Rifle Club at this Headquarters. These gent~emen 
turned up with slings and elbow rests and a fo:m1dable 
array of long nosed civilian rifles. They ~ad .a fairly easy 
shoot against us on the civilian targets, wmm~g by . 1,068 
points to 1,018, although Corporal Isely, of this Regiment, 
got the highest score of 98 out of 100. 

On Friday, 7th May, we went over to Putney f?r a 
return match against No. 23 (Southern) Corps Signal 
Regiment. We were hoping to tak~ our revenge but were 
again beaten, this time by 4~3 pom.ts to 3?1. However, 
the Regimental motto is Quid Nob1s Ardu1, and we are 
confident that in time we shall be a match for anybody! 

On Wednesday, 12th May, the Sergeants' Mess held its 
official opening. The Honorary Colonel, C.O. and Officers 
of the Regiment were warmly entertained with various 
<>ames from darts to dice. Refreshments were lavish, and 
~ was a thoroughly enjoyable evening. The climax was a 
boat race which the Sergeants won by two lengths, though 
Sergeant Evans nearly capsized the boat when negotiating 
a bend and shipped a lot of liquid over the gunwales. 
We all look forward to future Sergeants' Mess parties. 

Spring is in the air, and the Stork has again been active! 
Our congratulations go to Captain Downes on the birth of 
a · daughter, Nora Martha, weighing 8i lbs., on 5th May, 
and to Signalman North on the birth of a son, Herbert 
Edward, on 27th April. Nice work, fellows. 

No. 12 A .A. GR~UP (M) SIGN~\L REGIMENT, T.A. 

No. 26 A.A. (M ) SIGNAL SQUADRON, T.A. 
READING. In the past two months this unit has carried 
out extensive map-reading lessons. On Sunday, 28th 
March, the unit went to Finchampstead Ridges to put into 
practice what bad been learnt in the classroom. (We 
reached our destination on that occasion, but on our 
previous attempt an unfortunate minor accident curtailed 
our activities for the day, to the great disappointment of 
all concerned). Bearings were taken and marched on, and, 
please note, everyone found his way home. 

Technical Training is in full swing. The F. and F.s 
and 10 Line U.C.s are standing up to it very well. A 
practical progress test was held this week-now we know. 
On to greater things. 

On Sunday, 25th April, members of the unit went for 
a ten-mile hike, from Marlow to Maidenhead. Sandwiches 
were taken and thirst quenched at convenient congenial 
spots. The day was enjoyed by all, and we hope to increase 
the distance by five miles per hike on subsequent Sundays. 

We hope to interest our cycling members in hiking, and 
also to include bicycle trips in our summer programme. 

26 SIGS 

No. 27 A.A. (M) SIGNAL SQUADRON, T.A., 
PLYMOUTH. The Squadron celebrated its first birthday 
on 1st May, and, looking back on the past twelve months, 
we select the following points for mention in our first 
appearance in THE WIRE. 

In the first few months of our recruiting drive we 
managed to enrol just over 25 per cent. of our male es~b
lishment, and in doing so were able to fill some semor 
N.C.0. vacancies from " recruits " with previous Regular 
and T.A. service. However, as time went on, three of our 
stalwarts decided to sign on the dotted line for Regular 
service, and are now sojourning in the " wilds " of Catterick 
(or, should I say, New Richmond ? ). Recently we had the 
misfortune to lose S.Q.M.S. Byefield, Sergeant Skinner and 
Signalman Hatcher, a loss which was due to civilian 
employment difficulties. We would like to express our 
sincere thanks to them for the excellent services rendered in 
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helping the Squadron to get on its feet . Great strides have 
also been made in recruiting the A.T.S./T.A. element, and 
the Squadron has been very lucky in attracting many 
auxiliaries with previous service in W.R.N.S., A.T.S. and 
W.A.A.F. 

Despite accommodation difficulties we have managed to 
keep to our training programme throughout the year, all 
personnel being under instruction in the trade they selected 
on enlistment. The linemen have done some excellent work 
in wiring out the training school, and it is due to their 
efforts that the A.T.S. teleprinter and switchboard operators 
have made so much headway in practical work. At the 
time of going to press the linemen have commenced 
construction of a " Breast Route," and under the watchful 
eye of Sergeant P. Keys the finished job should prove the 
real thing. Everybody is looking forward to the Annual 
Camp, which is to be held at Cleave Camp, Bude, Corn
wall, during the period 25th July to 8th August, when it is 
hoped all will be able to classify in their respective trades. 
The annual range course for the Squadron will be held at 
Tavistock on 10th July, and there is much speculation as 
to whether those "Dead-Eyes " who have shown their skill 
on our miniature range will do the same on the open. The 
A.T.S. personnel have also shown themselves a force to be 
reckoned with on the miniature range, especially Lance
Corporals Doust and Ashworth, who have topped the bill 
during various shoots. 

In conclusion, I might mention that our accommodation 
difficulties should come to an end in the very near future, 
that is, of course, dependent upon the proposed plam. being 
carried through. 27 SIGS 

No. 106 A.A. BRIGADE (M) SIGNAL TROOP, 
KINGSTON-ON-THAMES. To the regular readers of 
THE WIRE we have made ourselves known through the 
medium of our Regimental Headquarters, but to those of 
you who have not heard of us I would like to take this 
opportunity of saying that, although small in numbers at 
present, we hope that, after the publication of these notes, 
we shall bear from some of the ex-members of the Corps 
who still have an interest in the T.A. and would like to 
retain their interest by joining our unit here in Kingston. 
We share the drill hall with several other units, the largest 
of which is the 565th Searchlight Regiment R.A., T.A., 
who run the social side of things. Being. so small in 
numbers we have not been able up to the present time to 
have any social evenings of our own. Our training is going 
along very well, and we have a working signal office 
complete with teleprinter, which enables our A.T.S. to get 
their training done in a realistic manner. Why not come 
along and have a look at us one night? No. Don't worry. 
There is no catch, although, of course, if .You would like 
to rejoin we will welcome you. 

0NEOWESIX 

NOTICE 

The Royal Signals Association Buttonhole Badge or 
brooch type, available for A.T.S. members, may be obtained 
by sending a postal order for 2s. 6d. to the General Secre
tary. The badge is of enamel in Corps colours. Should 
the stock be exhausted, your name will be placed on a 
waiting list, and when a fresh consignment is received, 
badges will be despatched in order of application. 

Car b3dges, each 27s. Od. 

Corps ties 6s. 6d. 
These prices include purchase tax, but are subject to 

alteration without notice. 
Orders, with remittance, should be addressed to The 

General Secretary, Royal Signals Association, 88 Eccle ton 
Square, London, S.W.1. 
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TUE SIGNALS ASSOCIATION OF 
TUE ROYAi ... CORPS OF IGNAL 
Headquarters: 88 Ecclest<Jn Square, London, S.W.1 

( Telephone: Victoria 9194) 

Benevolent Fund 

Summary of Grants 

Purpose 
General assistance 
Rent, rates and insurance 
Cots and prams ... 
Beds and bedding 
Furniture 
Clothing . . . 
Hospital and doctors' fees 
Fares 
Funerals 
Educ1tion 
Convalescence 
Rehabilitation 
Removals . . . 
Dentures .. . 

Disbursed 
No. of 
Cases 

57 
19 
24 

7 
19 
9 

29 
5 
6 
1 
7 
5 
4 

Spectacles and surgical appliances 
Hospital comforts 

4 
3 
1 

Tools 1 

Amount 
£ s. d. 

302 18 1 
123 14 0 
105 18 0 

36 0 0 
106 18 0 
41 0 0 

187 5 6 
17 12 0 
50 10 0 
10 0 0 
41 5 0 
67 0 0 
32 10 0 
20 9 7 

9 15 0 
2 0 0 
3 0 0 

Totals 201 £1,155 15 2 

Analysis of Persons Assisted 
Discharged or released soldiers, 100; widows or depen

dents of deceased soldiers, 18; families of soldiers serving in 
the U.K., 35; B.A.O.R., 1; M .E.L.F., 3; FARELF, 1. 

Donations Received for the Fund 

o. 2 Infantry Divisional Signal Regiment 
(Warrant Officers' and Sergeants 
Mess) 

No. 4 Armoured Division Signal Squadron 
No. 3 A.S.S.U. 
No. 4 Railway Telegraph Company 
No. 67 Wing Signal Troop 
Kent Coast Troop ... 
East Anglian Coast Troop ... 
No. 8 Special Wireless Section (balance 

of P.R.I. Account) ... 
Birmingham Branch 
J. H. Fish (to provide a holiday for a 

widow and child at the Memorial 
Club) 

Headquarters Mess ... 
Ex-Signalman P. G. Price ... 
8th Army Signal Regiment (No. 2 

Squadron) 
4th Infantry Divisional Signal Regiment 

(India) 
War Office Signal Regiment 
Malaya District Signal Regiment 
S.T.C., Catterick 
"Jimmy Jame " 
Mr. P. Haswell 
Ex-Signalman G. Welch 
S.Q.M.S. H. G. Mar h 
Mr. S. Robson 
Mr. C. H. Webb 
Corporal W. Notley 

£ s. d. 

1 15 0 
1 0 0 
5 0 0 
2 4 8 
1 1 0 
6 3 7 

10 0 

7 7 5 
5 5 0 

10 0 0 
1 7 6 

3 7 

8 6 0 

23 5 4 
9 0 0 

27 18 9 
158 0 0 

9 8 6 
3 3 0 
2 2 0 

8 0 
1 0 0 

5 0 
2 0 

£284 16 4 
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Old omrades· Association 
ew 

month 
members registered at Headquarter during the 
of March and April, 1948: 
Annual members . . . 249 
Life members 66 

Information 
1. Utility Furniture. 

(a) Deferred Units. Maroon 1.Jni~s h.ave now_ been 
made valid, and in future all uruts i sued will be 
available for immediate use. 
(b) Priority Classes. The present classes have been 
extended to cover couple who married before the war 
and are now setting up house for the first time. Parents 
eligible for units to buy a bed for a child who has 
grown out of its cot will now be .able t.o get ~. small 
quantity of units for bedroom furmture m add1oon. 

2. Petrol Rationing-Briti h Civilians on Leave. 
An allowance of petrol will be granted from 1st June to 

British civilians on leave in this country from abroad, 
as well as to members of the Forces, at the rate of one
third of the allowance given last year. 

3. Emigration to Commonwealth Countries. 
(a) Free or Assisted Passages. Australia and New 
Zealand are the only Commonwealth countries which 
have so far made arrangements with the United King
dom for free or assisted passages for certain classes of 
emigrants from this country, and transport difficulties 
are severely limiting the numbers who can take advan
tage of these schemes. 
Under these arrangements, suitable ex-Service men and 
women and their dependents have the whole cost of 
thir passage paid for them; and assisted passages are 
granted to other suitable British subjects with qualifica
tions in certain trades and professions where the 
Commonwealth countries have openings. The list of 
these varies from time to time, and inquirers are advised 
to get the latest information about this and all other 
details about emigration from the London Office of the 
Government concerned. (Australia House, Strand, 
W.C.2; New Zealand Government Offices, 415 Strand, 
W.C.2.) 
(b) Unassisted Passages. No assisted passages are 
given to Canada, South Africa or Southern Rhodesia, 
and intending emigrants must make their own arrange
ments with a shipping company and pay the full fare. 
Priority in obtaining a passage is sometimes given to 
British subjects skilled in certain industries for which 
workers are urgently needed in the Commonwealth 
country concerned. Inquirers are adyjsed to consult 
the London Office of the Government concerned as to 
emigration requirements. (Canada House, Trafalgar 
Square, W.C.2; London Immigration Committee, Union 
of South Africa, 39 Princess Gate, S.W.7; Office of the 
High Commissioner for Southern Rhodesia, 429 Strand, 
W.C.2.) 

4. Employment-Women's Employment Federation. 

llO 

The number of inquiries for advice and information 
on careers seems to be increasing, and it may be useful 
to have a note of a non-profit making organisation, the 

Women's Employment Federation, to which such 
inquiries may be submitted. Its aim is to extend the 

opportunities of suitable employment for women and to 
help in making known the best way to train for and 
obtain work. It has an Advisory Department, which 
gives adyjcc by personal consultation, letter, lectures and 
conferences. Org1p1isations and individual subscribers 
are welcomed as members of the Federation. Fees 

for consultation are 5/ - by interview and 2/ 6 by letter 
for people introduced by subscribing member ; an~ _for 
others 10/ - for advice on choice of career and trammg 
and 2/ 6 for advice by letter on employment and 7 /6 
for subsequent interview if required . For members and 
ex-members of H.M. Forces the special fees are 2/6 
(by interview or letter) for officers, and 1/- for other 

ranks and for members and ex-members of the Wo~en's 
Land' Army, the Advisory Servi~ is free. Interviews 
cannot be given without an appomtment. The address 
i 261 Brompton Road, S.W.3. 

SIGNALS ASSOCIATION 

Branch Notes 

W olverham1•ton 
A most enjoyable Dance was .held by the Branch on 

26th April at Beanie's Restaurant m Wolverhampton. Ov~r 
200 enjoyed dancing to the Band of Reg Bartlam, who is 
an ex-Sergeant of the Corps, chiefly with No. 3 S.T.C., 
Huddersfield. · · · Ma 

Members are now looking forward to a VJSlt m Y 
to the extensive steel works of Messrs. Ste':"arts and Lloyds 
at Bilston. This bas been arranged by Lieutenant-Colonel 
P . A. Chubb, the Branch President. 

Sheffield and District 
There was a General Meeting of this Branch on 28th 

April, at which several new mem~s were ~nrolled, though 
the very energetic and hard working officials were rather 
disappointed at the unusually small attendance from the 
regulars and founders of the Bran~b. . . 

By the time these Notes appear m pnnt the first social 
event the fore-runner of many such in an attractive and 
varied programme which the Social Committee has in h~d, 
will have taken place; those who were able to attend will, 
of course know all about it by now, and for the less for
tunate o~es who couldn't make it-well, they may read 
about it in next month's WIRE. Final details were arranged 
at a special meeting on 12th May. . 

Of course, the Committee cannot arrange the nght type 
of event unless they know what the members - and 
especially the younger members-h~ve in mind, or would 
enjoy. Is it a coach trip, or a cncket match, or what? 
Members, or prospective members (of _th~ latter t~er~ must 
still be very many in the Sheffield D1stnct) are mv1ted to 
lay their yjews before the Committee, through the ~ery 
energetic and hardworking Hon. Secretary, ~- G. J. <?liver, 
of 80 Holmhirst Road, Sheffield, 8, who will be delighted 
to accept further enrolments. 

I stress energy and bard work, because a new venture. of 
this kind takes much of both; and the best way of expressmg 
appreciation is by support. 1:he Branc~ meets e".ery fourth 
Wednesday in the Ex-Services Institute, Milk Street, 
Sheffield, 1, at 8 p.m . 

Salisbury 
May 

Greetings to all serving members of the qorps and to a!l 
our Association members, and we should like to take this 
opportunity of offering our best wishes to our not so far 
away neighbours, the newly-formed Portsmouth Branch. 

We have been honoured this month with a visit of the 
Corps Band, who on 13th May supplied the dance orchestra 
for our dance in the Guildhall, which was a great success, 
and we should like to thank everyone concerned in making 
it such an enjoyable evening, especially Major Gray and his 
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colleagues of Southern Command Signal Regiment for their 
kind co-operation. 

We were honoured by the presence of the Director of 
Signals, Major-General C. H. H. Vulliamy, C.B., o.s.o., 
Brigadier W. A. Scott, C.B.E., C.S.O. Southern Command, 
Lieutenant-Colonel P. R. Hyde, o.B.E., Commanding 
Southern Command Signal Regiment, and numerous other 
members of the Corps and their ladies, and it is hoped that 
we shall be able to furnish the Editor with a photo of the 
evening's proceedings in the next issue of THE WIRE. 
Congratulations to Colonel C. D. Clapp, o.B.E., on winning 
the first prize in the draw (but we still think be chose the 
wrong one). We have now got visions of securing a 
building for our club premises, but as it is a far-off vision at 
the present we must keep it " very dark" until probably 
next month, otherwise I may put my foot in it. 

We are gradually building up our strength and feel sure 
that once we get really organised with our own premises we 
shall be able to double our numbers. We are still waiting 
for all those A.T.S. members. 

In conclusion might we offer our salaams to our ex
member and ex-R.S.M. S.C. Signal Regiment, " Billie 
Gee "; the boys at the " Dirty Donkey," alias the Black 
Horse, wish to be remembered to him, too. 

"SARUM,, 

Bristol and Dis .. riet 

Once again the month has proved most successful, the 
highlight being the visit of the Corps Band on Whit
Saturday. A committee was formed from representatives 
of No. 12 A.A. Group (M) Signal Regiment, T.A., No. 1 
Armoured Replacement Group Signal Squadron, T.A., 
No. H A.A. Brigade Signal Office Troop and our own 
branch to arrange suitable functions. Unfortunately, due 
to various difficulties, it was found impossible to have a 
public concert, and actiyjties bad to be limited to a dance 
on the Saturday evening. It was a merry affair, as my 

photograph shows, and despite the alternative attraction of 
a fair on the adjoining Common, there was an extremely 
good attendance. There were many Old Comrades back 
in uniform (those who had re-joined the local T.A. Units) 
and, strangely enough, members of the Royal Navy were 
much in evidence. The catering arrangements were very 
good and many episodes were re-lived and many yarns 
swapped over a glass of ale in the well-stocked bars. The 
Band, as ever, lived up to its reputation and played delight
ful dance music, pleasant to the ear and " just the job " for 
dancing. Our thanks are due to Lieutenant-Colonel P. B. 
G. Gambier for allowing us to use the Horfield Drill Hall 
(with its magnificent dancing floor), to those members of 
the committee who made such splendid arrangements 
(including our own Branch Social Secretary, Ken Brown), 
and, last but certainly not least, to the Corps Band. We 
all hope that we shall see them all again very soon. 

As our monthly meetings at the " Old Duke" on th<! 
second Friday in every month become better known, so 
the attendance grows. At our meeting on 14th May it was 
decided to enter a team in the local ex-Service organisa
tions' Skittle League. There was good support for this 
scheme, and we think we shall have a keen and competent 
team which, if they are not at the top, will not be very 
far down the table. Plans are well in hand for a Dinner in 
the winter, to be followed by a dance early in 1949. Maybe 
that is looking too far ahead; in the immediate future, 
however, our next meetings are to be held on Friday, 11th 
June, and Friday, 9th July. 

The Branch Employment Register looks like becoming a 
very "good thing." We are fortunate in having Mr. J. H. 
Spencer among our numb:!!", and be has considerable 
experience of personnel management and its associated 
problems. He bas taken over the organisation of this 
important piece of our work and we have every confidence 
that be will make it a great success. 

By the way, if Bill Badcock (once of Abingdon, nr. 
Oxford, and late of No. 5 A.A. Divisional Signals) happens 

[By courtesy of the "Western Daily Press" and "Bristol Mirror," Bri11ol. 

The Dance at Horfield Drill Hall 
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to read this will he please drop a line to J. D . Righ on, of 
30 Theresa Avenue Bi hop ton Brist~l, 7. , . 

Once again that is the lot for this month. . Cheerio, 
everyone, and good luck and best wishes from Bristol. 

"D.P,J.H ." 

Blrmin ham 
I don't mind how often I have to remind you that the 

last Thursday in the month brings to~ether at ~he Crown 
Hotel, Broad treet, a small gatherm!? of 0is Branch. 
When I ay mall I mean by comparison with the 892 
members. Nevertheless, we had another happy crowd. on 
Thursday, 29th April, and as usual a few newcomers arrived 
to join. Before the general influx ther.e w~s the monthly 
Committee Meeting presided over by Bngadi~r E. A. James 
o.B.E., T.D., o.L., now happily restored to us m good health. 
The Hon. Secretary, Captain R. Ironmongei::, ran through 
the agenda and we were brought up t~ date with the Branch 
affairs. The weeding out of dda1:1ltmg. members proceeds 
slowly. One is loth to tackle this iob with haste, but when 
members-and there are some-ignore all a~peals to rally 
round for about two years or more one begins to get the 
idea that they don't care about " .Signals" any more. Cases 
requiring assistance have happily been fe~¥. . Mr. Carl 
Brown looks after these matters to the satisfacuon of our 
Committee and the even greater satisfaction of the members 
directly concerned. The outing by char-a-~anc to the 
Royal Tournament on 12th June is fully organised. Y~u 
shall hear all about it next time. Th~ Hon. Secretary did 
not tell us very much about the. m~on~ of .Branc~ Secre
taries after all. Perhaps he d1dn t think lt merited too 
much of our time. All the same, be was presen.t there, 
and, if we know Ralph, said his piece unless the sub1ect .was 
covered by someone else. We understand that the Bristol 
Branch have suggested that we meet them half v:ay one of 
these fine days. This sounds like ~ very goo~ id.ea, but I 
am wondering how some of us will C?Pe wi~ it by the 
time we have taken the family for a holiday, paid the rates, 
and bought a few clothing coupons. . 

By the way, Mercury Hou~e, Bouroemo~tb, which you 
will remember is the Royal Signals Memorial and a hotel 
for members and families would be very grateful for your 
surplus books for their library. . 

If you are a Birmingham member . you will no doubt be 
interested in the proposed annual dinner to take place .at 
Cateswell House, Hall Green, on 2nd October. Full details 
will come to you from the Hon. Secretary. All he asks you 
to do is reply to bis note, especially if you intend to be 
present. Stamps at 2td. each are obtainable from H.M. 
Post Offices, or the firm's petty cash. Anothe~ good way 
is to buy td. stamps and save them u~ u~til you ~ve 
five though care must be taken to start saving m good time. 
Tb~re must be some way I can get under your skin .. No
not you, old chap. The other fell?w. The .Entertamp.~nt 
Sub-Committee has been formed with the ob)ect of making 
the winter meetings more attractive. See last month's 
remarks on the subject. See next month's as well. If you 
have any bright ideas do please tell us about them. One 
last word. If you would like a copy of THE WIRE brought 
to you at the monthly meeting, please let me have your 
name and a firm order. There are already a dozen members 
on the list most of whom I shall bully into becoming 
annual sub~cribers unless the Corps Magazine dies for lack 
of support. Anyone will show you which is me. You'll 
recognise me by the way I hesitate when anyone offers me 
a drink. 

Just one other thing. No. It can wait. 
"BARLEUX" 

Mlnltur.Ch and DIHt.rif•t 
Report on Branch Activities, 1947 

Membership. 3 lst December, 1946 : L ife 43, Annual 
240. 31st December, 1947: Life 42, Annual 242. 
Decrease: Life 1. Increase: Annual 2. 
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There have been many more members joining the Branch 
during the year than the above figures show, but ~ere has 
been a considerable loss through members leavm g the 
district deaths and resignations. 

Five' cases were as isted by grants and/ or loan s from the 
Central Benevolent Fund during the year. (1) Grant of £ 5 
for debts. (2) Grant of £ 10 for rent. (3) Grant of £2 to 
replace broken spectacles, et~. A grant w~s . also made to 
this man by his former Regimental Asso.ciatlon of £ 3 for 
debts, etc. (4) Grant of £6 to enable this man to redeem 
pawned clothing to take up employment. (5) To enable 
a disabled man to purchase a taxi, a grant of £50; a loan of 
£100. The amount required was £400, and the balan~e.was 
made up by a Government grant of £ 150 under the Ministry 
of Labour Resettlement Scheme, and a loan of £ 100 from 
the Earl Haig Fund, Scotland. 

Much interest was aroused by the . ann~uncement of 
vacancies in a Government Departmen~ m E~mburgh (Post 
Office Stores Dept.) and over fifty r~plies'.mamly from men 
already in employment, were received m response to a 
circular. Eight of the jobs were filled by men:bers . . one 
applicant on another occasion was placed a~ a driver with a 
local firm. One applicant to whom I gave the name of . a 
prospective employer failed to meet the employer an~ did 
not reply to my subsequent inquiries. Three apphcants 
succeeded in obtaining employment by themselves, before . 
I was able to find anything for them. . . 

Three welfare cases, apart from those mvolvmg financial 
assistance, were dealt with. . 

Major H. Scarborough resigned from the Branch Com
mittee on being posted to London, and H. McPeak was 
co-opted to fill the vacancy. . . 

A dance, organised jointly with the Club CoIIlilllttee, 
was held on 14th February. Two other dances were ~eld 
by the Club and the proceeds devoted towards the prerruses 
fund. Strenuous endeavours are still being made to secure 
premises for the club, which would also .serve as a focal 
point for the Association locally. The withdrawa~ of the 
grant placed at our disposal by the Cor~s Committee for 
the purchase of premises, when th~ Ho~iday Hous_e plan 
was decided upon, left an embarrassing hrntus, especially as 
an offer was in course of being made for property at the 
time. But fortunately local patriotism saved the day, as 
an Edinburgh banker stepped into the breach and offerep 
a loan at a very reasonable rate of interest. We were not 
able to obtain the premises for use as a club as the ~r
poration insisted that they must be used only for housmg, 
and on our appealing to the Secretary of State for Scotland 
the Corporation's decision was upheld. . 

A donation of £100 was received from the Southern Li~ht 
Opera Company. This is an amateur company wh_1ch 
shares the profits from its annual show ~mong local bodies; 
the donation was given with the proviso that the mon~y 
was to be spent within Scotland, and for pr~ference m 
Edinburgh and district. Members co-operated m the sale 
of tickets. 

SUB CRIPTIO_ S FOR "TUE WIRE" 

Annual subscriptions at 10/- are calculated 

from January to December. Back numbers can 

be suppEed. Subscriptions for a portion of the 

year are calculated at the monthly rate of 1/

per copy. 
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SPORTS 
NOTES 

Rugby 

REVIEW OF RUGBY SEASON, 1947-48 

The past season has been a very successful one for the 
Corps. All the Corps matches were won, and that against 
the Gunners by no less than 39 points to 3. On this 
occasion the Corps probably fielded " their best ever XV," 
with three Internationals in the back division. The 
Gunners' side was quite a good one but they found them
selves quite unable to stop the brilliance of N. M. Hall 
and T. G. H. Jackson on the right wing, and Glynn 
Davies at stand-off half. In this connection, it is hoped 
that we shall have the services of Hall and Jackson again 
next year, as the former has recovered from his serious eye 
injury. 

Glynn Davies will probably be at Cambridge, where he 
should prove a more than useful member of the Varsity 
side. Royal Signals (Catterick) also had a successful season 
and their record reads : 

Played 

28 
Won Drawn Lost 

14 4 10 

Points 
For Against 

416 201 
They played right through the Yorkshire Cup until 

the quarter-finals, when Morley defeated them in an 
exciting match when, however, they were without six of 
the regular team. 

Among the teams defeated during the season were Hud
dersfield (twice), Durham City, St. Mary's Hospital, 
Headingley and Roundhay, and an Easter Tour in Wales, 
with odd matches in Scotland and in London, kept Rugby 
players fully occupied. 

We sent " Sevens" to the Arborfield, Middlesex, Billing
ham and Huddersfield competitions. In the 5th round of 
the Middlesex "Sevens," St. Mary's Hospital, whom we 
had beaten on the previous Wednesday, narrowly defeated 
us and went on to play in the semi-finals at Twickenham. 

Our Army representatives this year have been Captain 
T. G. H. Jackson (Scotland) ; Second-Lieutenant Glynn 
Davies (Wales) ; Second-Lieutenant J. K. Williams (Lan
cashire); and Signalman I. S. Gloag (Yorkshire), while 
16 Royal Signals (Catterick) players have been called upon 
to represent Northern Command. 

~fin iature Rine Sho oting 

On Saturday, 1st May, the Royal Signals (Catterick) 
Rifle Shooting Team competed in an away match against 
a selected team representing the Leeds Rifle Association at 
the latter's excellent 25-yard range in the City centre. The 
occasion, very well organised by the Leeds Secretary, Mr. 
Burnell, is memorable as much for its social aspect as for 
the match itself, and was .much enjoyed by the visiting 
team. 

The Signals' team comprised Major H. J. Thompson 
(H.Q. School of ignals), Captain S. L. Gant (No. 4 Train
ing Regiment), S. .M. Ferguson (No. 2 Training Regiment) 
S.Q.M.S. Middleton and S.Q.M .. Pearson (No. 4 Training 
Regiment), S.Q.M.S. Spencer (No. 2 Training Regiment), 
Sergeant Marshall (No. 4 Training Regiment) and Lance
Corporal Tarrant (No. 2 Training Regiment). 

Although the home team eventually won by a margin of 
33 points (1,542-1,509), their opponen ts by no means 
disgraced themselves and their score represents a very meri-

T HE WIRE , JUNE 194 8 

torious effort, for they were competing with Mossbergs 
against the vastly superior B.S.A. match rifles of the Leeds 
team. 

Particularly worthy of mention are Major Thompson's 
scores of 98 and 100, for which he was awarded the prize 

. for the highest individual score. It is to be hoped that he 
will be available to assist the Signals team in future matches, 
and hearty congratulations are due to him for this out
standing achievement. 

Golf 

ARMY GOLFING SOCIETY ANNUAL MEETING, 
1948. Held at the Royal St. George's Golf Club, Sand
wich, commencing on 19th April. 

Three Royal Signals teams took part. The two teams 
competing for the Inter-Unit Army Challenge Cup were 
No. 1 Team from Catterick and No. 2 Team from outside 
Catterick. They were beaten by the Royal Army Pay Corps 
and the Grenadier Guards respectively. In each case the 
opposing teams had the• stronger players, though No. 2 
Team put up a good fight and finished with a total of 
six boles down. The Inter-Unit Challenge Cup was won by 
the Seaforth Highlanders, who beat the Royal Army Pay 
Corps by 19 holes. The third team, competing for the 
Ordnance Challenge Cup, beat by 14 holes the Royal Army 
Pay Corps, who were the only other competitors, thus 
winning the Cup. · 

The teams were composed as follows: 
The " Ordnance" Challenge Cup. Major-General C. H. 

H. Vulliamy, Brigadier W. C. V. Galwey, Colonel C. A. H. 
Chadwick, Lieutenant-Colonel H. S. Lewis-Barclay. 

Royal Signals No. 1 Team. Lieutenant-Colonel G. S. K. 
Maydon, Major H. Worrall, Major A. L. Galloway, Captain 
K. W. Ramsay. 

Royal Signals No. 2 Team. Lieutenant-Colonel J. F. 
Longfield, Major E. B. Elliott, Major B. R. M. Hayles, 
Major H. B. de M. Hunter. 

The "Generals' Cup." This Cup was played for prior 
to the above meeting and was won by Major-General C. H. 
H. Vulliamy, who played some e11."tremely good golf 
throughout. 

The Director of Signals also holds the Royal Signals 
Championship Cup, which he won at last year's Annual 
Meeting of the Royal Signals Golf Society. 

Cricket 

The following are this season's fixtures for Royal Signals 
(Catterick) : 

Date Opponents Ground 
MAY 8-9 THE REST (Trial) CATTERICK 

t JUNE -1-5 ROYAL E GI EERS RIPON 
t JUNE 8-9 R .A.O.C. CATTERICK 
t JU. E 16-17 R.A.C. BOVINGTON 

JU~E 2i MURRAYFIELD c .c. CATTERICK 
JUNE 26 YORKSHIRE GE TLEMEi YORK 

t JULY 7-8 R.E.M.E. CATTERICK 
t JULY 13-1-1 R .A.S .C. ALDERSHOT 
t JULY 16-17 R .A.P.C. ALDERSHOT 

JULY 31 FREE FORE TERS CATTERICK 
t Corps rcpresentacit•e 1nacch. 

All mac ..::hcs lo start at 11 .JO a.tn . unless olhc.trtr.dse arranged. 

Lawn Tenni s 

The following are this season's fixture 
Date Opponents 

JUNE 14-19 Royal Signals Tournament 
JULY 7 R.E. 
JULY 12-17 orthem Command Tournament 
JULY 24 R.E. 
JULY 26-31 Army Championships 
AUGUST 18 or 25 R.A.S.C. 

Ground 
Cattcrick 
Catterick. 

ottingham 
Chatham 
Aldershot 
Aldershot 

Ill 



Banking 
for the Arniy of Today 

cox' & KL G BRANCH of Lloyds Bank has for gen.e~·a-
tions speciali ed in banking for Officers of the Bnt1sh 

Army. This Branch at 6, Pall _fall, besides acting as 
official Agents for the issue of pay and allowances, is fully 
equipped to deal with Income Tax, Retired Pay and 
Pensions. Periodical payments can be made on behalf of 
customers, and Overseas business of every kind transacted. 
The services of the Executor and Trustee Department are 
also available. Arranaements can be made to cash cheques 
at any of the Bank's Branches and Agencies at home 
and abroad. 
The Manager will be glad to describe in fuller detail the 
serYices and facilities of the Bank to any Officer who 
ie ires to open an account. 

LLOYDS BANK 
LlMI TE D 

(COX ' S & KING ' S BRANCH) 

ARMY & ROYAL AIR FOR CE AGE. TB, 6, Pall lltall . S.W.1 

Offet1 at or 11tor all Army and Ro)'o/ Air Foret ~ 
anlrt1 in £11g/a11d a11d Wales. ~ 

In attendance jor 

Officers and Cadets of 

the Royal Signals II 

Clement H. Sunderland Ltd. 
Military Tailors and Complete 
Regimental Outfitters 

Market Pla ce 
Richmond 
and at 

Yorks 

HIGH STREET - ALDERSHOT 
and Bra11ches 

Head Office: 

215 ORTH JOHN STREET, LIVERPOOL 

Have you notified your latest 

address for Corps Publications to 

the General Secretary, Royal Signals 

Associa tion, 88 Eccleston Square, 

London, S. W.J 

The above Advertisers support our Magazine. WIU our readers please support them in return? 
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There are opportunities 

in Civil life 

for men who save for them 

A ' bit of money in the bank' will be 

most useful to you when you leave the 

Service. It will give you a good start, and 

make you independent. It is well worth 

while to put something away regularly 

from your pay into National Savings. 

Tn National Saving , your money will be 

safe, growing steadily as the weeks go by, 

into a really useful sum. Start saving 

now-for your future. 

* Ask your UNIT SAVINGS OFFICER 

for parti cul ars 

Js111nl by If.Jo,/ . Forrt's Sal'i11gs Crmunilln 

JY APPOINTMENT 
_,.., «Ohllf ""'1JUS 

'iJemard YeatAerjD 
TAILORS TO 

OFFICERS 
of the 

ROYAL CORPS OF SIGNALS 

SS CONDUIT STREET, LONDON , W . I 

11 BENNETT'S H IL L, BIRM INGHAM 

Aldershot~ 47 High Street Ascot: Bridge House 

JACOB'S BISCUITS 
including 

CREA~I CllACKEllS 
& 

\VATER lllSCUITS 

Recommended for use in 
Messes ruid Canteens as 
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* 
PRICE& ONE SHILLING 

THE WIRE, your monthly magazine, is in jeopardy ! 
.. Last year's accounts showed a loss of some £700, due largely to the ever

nsmg cost of printing. The magazine ·is now sold at ls., which price is 
already very high. 

If we are to exclude the obvious remedy of increasing the price of the 
magazine, which would defeat its own object, the only other. alternative is 
to make THE WIRE sufficiently attractive for it to sell on its merits. Now, 
and for many years to come, a high proportion of the members of Royal Signals 
will be the National Service men, serving in the Corps for a very short time; 
th.e . old days when Royal Signals was composed entirely of Regulars on a 
mmimum of seven years with the colours are passed. We must therefore try 

and sell the magazine to the National Service man, and this must be done 
without detracting from the normal set-up of the paper, which is suitable to 
a long-service Regular reader. There is also the point that, as we all know 
to our cost, Royal Signals is very short of men, and the numbers of short-service 

ational Service men who consider signing on for a longer engagement are 
very few. It is possible that this is due in some part to a dislike of the unknown, 
a dislike for foreign service. At the same time many members of the Corps 
who are older know that life abroad in Royal Signals is not at all unpleasant. 

" Unit Notes" have always been the backbone of THE WIRE, but even in 
pre-war clays these had only a limited appeal. If we are to sell this magazine 
we must cater for a wider public. Who, except the writer of the notes and 
perhaps a dozen others, can be interested in the following: 

" The Sergeants' Mess consists of eight members, two of whom are 
leaving on demob. We wish them the best of luck in civilian life." 

The same notes, however, mention an outing of the members of the same Mes 
to the local beauty spot, " which made a very educative and interesting day." 

ow a short account of that outing, and the reasons for the day to have been 
educative and interesting, would have been read with enjoyment by nearly 
everyone who reads THE WIRE. 

In short, if we are to sell THE WIRE, the reading matter in it must be of 
general interest, with particular emphasis on the normal life of the normal 
member of the Corps. I t would also do well to include articles grave and gay 
by serving or ex-members of the Corps, who have some interesting or unusual 
real or imaginary, experience to relate. Now, will Royal Signals please 
"GO TO IT "-see that those responsible for WIRE Notes reall • go out to 
get the material which is wanted. 

There is a demand among t the older members of the Corps, who are the 
backbone of regular subscribers to THE WIRE, for news of old friend . Along 
with your factual article let the Editor have anything you wish in this connec
tion; allow him to abstract it and publish it in the form of an " Agony Column," 
or under some such heading. 

Do your very best to ell THE WIRE to as wide a public as po sible. We 
need to sell 50 per cent. more copic than we sold last year. 



.\ 4'orrc-4•i ion 

\\"c must apologi ·e to the members of the Signals Ladies' 
:\uxiliarr f the Royal Canadian chool of Signals in that 
our Mav Editorial ga,·c the impression that the recent 
generou · gifts of food and clothing received by Royal Signals 
familic emanated from the wives of the officers of the Royal 
~·madian ignal . We are informed that this voluntary 

organisation comprises the wives of all ranks. We regret 
anY mi understanding and again tender our sincere thank 
to ·all tho e to whom we are indebted for th ·e welcome gifts. 

* * * 
" FAREWELL TO ARM " 

I write thi on the eve of my return to civilian life, and I 
·hose to write thi tonight for one paramount rea on. 
Tonight is the occasion of the bigge t dance Catterick has 
C\'er seen, a " Five- tar Novelty Ball," presented by o. -1 
Training Regiment, Royal Signals. 

A grand display of flags. Bright lights illuminate th~ 
Hipswell Gymnasium to an amazing degree. The Unit 
Orchestra play with their usual vigour and enthusiasm amid 
masses of the most wonderfully selected flowers that I have 
CYer seen at any Catterick function. 

The two old soldiers dressed in tbe peace-time uniform 
of tbe Royal Signals, scarlet tunic, red-plumed busby and 
wearing war rvice medals, bring back with vivid reality 
memories of the pre-war pageantry so characteristic of the 
old-time British Army. 

Then General Cary, handling with obvious experience the 
American auction in aid of two most worthy causes (the 

oldiers', Sailors' and Airmen's Families Association and the 
Royal Signals Benevolent Fund), collected five guineas for 
a doll beautifully dressed with infinite care and patience by 
the wife of one of our officers. · 

I realised that on my return to civilian life I should lose 
one of the most wonderful things in existence--tbe comrade
ship of my fellow men in the British Army. 

REGINALD WM. BILLETT 
(ex-Sergeant, No. 4 Training Regiment). 

* * * 
The War Office Civilian Wireless Service offers a good 

pro pect of a steady career to ex-operators. Fuller details 
are contained in a pamphlet entitled " The War Office 
Civilian Wireless Service--What you get and how you get 
it," which you may see on application to your local Signals 
Association Branch Secretary. Further details may be 
obtained from the Under-Secretary of State, The War Office 
(C.4a), Room 453, Metropole Buildings, orthumberland 
Avenue, W.C.2. 
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A recent increase in establishment allows for 
ten boys in the Corps Band. There are at the 
moment vacancies for four boys between the ages 
of 15-16! years. Applicants should have a 
knowledge of the pianoforte or some stringed or 
wood-wind instrument. 

Members or ex-members of the Corps arc 
invited to recommend suitable boys whose 
parents wish them to make a sound career in 

\ilitary Music to : 

THE BAND PRESIDENT, 
H.Q. SCHOOL OF SIGNALS, 

CA TTERICK CAMP. 

/ 

The annual general meeting and dinner of the Linc 'l 'dc
comradcs' Association is to be held this year at the Dritlge 
House Hotel, London Bridge, S.E.1 on Friday, 5th Novem
ber. Details of the function arc being circulated to members 
later by the Hon. ccrctary, G. A. E. Fudge Esq., 105 Church 
Lane Kingsbury, London, N.W.9. 

* * * 
PUBLICATIONS DECEIVED 

Receipt of the following publications is gratefully 
acknowledged : 

ST. GEORGE'S GAZETTE, April and May. 
THE JOURNAL OF THE ROYAL ARMY SERVICE CORP ·, May. 
THE CATTERICK ExPRE , 29th May and 11th June. 
R.E.M.E., June. 
SAM BAND, June. 
THE CLARION, June. 

Royal Sig1ials 

Annual Bi1ine1· 
The annual dinner of the Royal Signals Dinner Club 

was held at Simpson's Restaurant, Strand, on 3 lst May. 
General Sir H. Colville B. Wemyss, K.C.B., K.B.E., o.s.o., M.C., 
as representative Colonel-Commandant, presided. 

One hundred and forty officers attended the dinner, in- · 
duding as guests General Sir J . Steele, K.B.E., C.B., D.s.o., 
M.C., Adjutant-General, and the following officers of the 
United States Army Signal Corps: - Major Glen Water
man, Major Russell A. Duke, Major John Fill, Captain F. W. 
Hall. 

Tbe following Signal Officers of the Dominion Army 
Forces also attended : - The Royal Canadian Corps of 
Signals, Brigadier S. F. Clarke, Lieutenant-Colonel 
D. Wishart, Lieutenant-Colonel J. H. Eaman; The 
Australian Corps of Signals, Lieutenant-Colonel R. K. 
Roseblade, Lieutenant-Colonel K. H. Trevan, Lieutenant
Colonel D. Vincent; South African Corps of Signals, 
Lieutenant D. L. Reeves. 

A small detachment of the Corps Band played suitable 
music very pleasantly. 

Before proposing the toast of the guests, the representative 
Colonel-Commandant read the following telegrams which 
had been sent in reply to the customary telegrams sent on 
behalf of the Dinner Club: -

General Sir H. Colville Wemyss, Royal Signals Dinner, 
Simpson's Restaurant, Strand. " I sincerely thank you and 
all officers of the Royal Signals for your kind and loyal 
message.-George R." 

Chairman, Royal Signals Dinner Club, Simpson's Restau- . 
rant, Strand, W.C.2. "My warmest thanks for your kind 
message which I received with great pleasure. I wish you 
all a very pleasant evening.-Mary." 

Messages of regret for absence were received from 
Lieutenant-General E. A. Osborne in Scotland; Brigadier R. 
Chenevix Trench and Colonel P. R. Bald, in Ireland . A 
characteristic message from Major-General C. M. F. White 
and the officers, Royal Signals, Middle East Land Forces, 
was also read out. 

In his speech the Representative Colonel-Commandant 
apologised for any difficulties in the accommodation, which 
had been arranged when , the prohibition on gatherings of 
more than one hundred was still in force, and this explained 
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a certain overcrowding. He gave a short summary of some 
of the achievements of the Corps in sport. The Corps 
Cricket Team had so far an unbeaten record, and their 
opponents had included the Royal Military Academy, the 
Free Foresters and the Yorkshire Gentlemen. 

The Signal Training Centre Rugger XV had won the 
Anny Cup for the first time. 

The Army Cross-Country Running was won by a team 
from Northern Command, eight out of ten members of 
which were found by the Signal Training Centre. Four 
members of Royal Signals had got into the finals of the 
Army Boxing, and Corporal Murphy, Royal Signals, was a 
member of the British Olympic Boxing Team. Lieutenant 
H. B. Smith had also been entered for the Olympic Team 
trials. Five Royal Signals officers are appearing at the Royal 
Tournament this month, competing in Fencing. 

He also mentioned Sir Hubert Rance, who had recently 
ceased to be Governor of Burma, and was now en route to 
his new task of vast importance in the West Indies. He 
spoke of " Our Guests," members of the United States Army 
Signal Corps, and mentioned that pe personally would never 
forget the hospitality he himself had received in America in 
1941. The link of friendship between the two Signal Corps 
must never be broken. Referring to General Steele, he men
tioned that they had been together in the same directorate, 
that of mobilisation, in 1939. He was sure that the prestige 
of the Army was safe in General Steele's hands, and he knew 
that General Steele had a very warm regard for Royal Signals. 

General. Sir J. Steele, K.B.E., C.B., D.S.O., M.C., replying for 
the guests, mentioned that this was not the first time he had 
been invited to be the guest of Royal Signals at their annual 
dinner, but in 1946, having accepted the invitation, he had 
been transferred to his command in Austria about a week 
before the dinner, and bad felt that it would be impolitic to 
return home so soon for a purely pleasurable occasion. He 
mentioned his association and friendship with many of the 
more senior officers of the Corps during the war years. He 
spoke for a moment of the shortage of manpower in Royal 
Signals and said that he fully realised that Royal Signals were 
unusual in the Army, in that they had invariably to be 
efficient, or were instantly " found out." He was sure that 
the wealth of experience gained by Royal Signals during tbe 
last war would be of inestimable value to enable them to 
carry out the very many tasks of great difficulty which fell 
to them in peace. 

It was prudent to prepare for war; the T .A. must be more 
prepared and have a higher state of efficiency than ever before. 
He was sure that the Regular portion of Royal Signals would 
give the Territorial Army Royal Signals Regiments every 
possible encouragement. He sat down to the rather unusual 
remark of "T.M.O.," for which be produced the peculiar 
translation of "Thanks, much obliged." 

General C. H. H. Vulliamy, C.B., D.S.O., Director of 
Signals, proposed the toast of " Absent friends ." He said 
there was no real traditional backing for the Director of 
Signals to make a speech at the Corps Dinner, but he had 
done so last year, he was doing so this year, and he wasn't 
at all sure whether his successor would do so next year. The 
prospects for' his successor were gloomy ! The" run-down" 
was going on fast and making things difficult. In-come of 
Regular soldiers was not keeping pace. He, General 
Vulliamy, had fought many arduous battles to secure, and 
he had been successful in securing, for Royal Signals their 
fair share of the order of battle of the Army of the future. 
We could produce a good " Order of Battle," a Signal Regi
ment in every formation. plus L. of C. Signals, Air Forma
tion Signals, etc. Most importantly they would be able to 
continue the Army chain; but this was on paper; men count,_ 
not organisation, and we are rapidly reaching the point when 
there will be insufficient men to man the sanctioned establi h
ments. Last year he bad told the officers at their annual 
dinner that we needed men; he repeated that statement. 
He, General Vulliamy, was delighted to see the Territorial 
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Army so well represented, and looking round the room he 
saw several Territorial Army commanding officers. There 
was to be a campaign in 1948 and 1949 in an endeavour to 
fill the cadres, and to provide a basis for the 1950 arrival of 
the National Service men. Regular officer reinforcements 
were also not coming out of the Royal Military Academy as 
well as we had hoped; only 12 or 14 instead of the required 20. 

He mentioned that the School of Signals was now under 
the Director of Military Training, and not under the Direc
tor of Signals. The Signal Training Centre remained under 
H.Q., Northern Command. He was very sorry to announce 
that it might be necessary to abolish courses for other arms 
of the Service at the School of Signals, but although he 
regarded this as being serious, it was not so serious as it 
appeared because in other arms intercommunication is 
entirely by speech. 

In our own arm of the Service it must be realised that the 
majority of Royal Signals trades could not be taught in six 
m0nths. 

He spoke with appreciation of the work of the Ministry 
of Supply in the design of new equipment. 

The officers, Royal Signals, held their annual tea party at 
the Hyde Park Hotel, Knightsbridge, on 1st June, an_d the 
Colonel-in-Chief, H.R.H. The Princess Royal, was graciously 
pleased to attend. She was accompanied by her Lady-in
Waiting, the Honourable Mrs. Frances-Balfour. 

What is believed to be a record number of officers and 
their wives attended, and were presented to H.R.H. before tea. 

After tea Brigadier W. H. G. Rogers, c.B.E., C.S.O., 
B.A.0.R., presented Her Royal Highness with a bound 
volume of photographs taken during the recent ~isit of 1!1e 
Colonel-in-Chief to Royal Signals and A.T.S. Signal Ururs 
in Rhine Army. 

" He insists th•t it is technically a ' fl1httr umbrella ' " 
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HoDte 
tations 

ROYAL SIGNALS O.C:.T.lJ. 

198 Course passed off on 22nd May and Brigadier C. 
Child , c.B.E., c.s.o., Northern Command, took the salute. 
Officer-Cadet Sharpe, who also received the Commandant's 
Cane, was Senior Under Officer in command of the parade. 

We welcome the following into the unit: 
Major G. S. K. Maydon Captain E. J. Beale, Q.M.S.I. 

J. Dear (A.P.T.C.), and Sergeant R. Barton. Major J. . C. 
Garlick ha our best wishes on his posnng to 5 Trammg 
Regiment. 

Several warning orders for postings overseas have caused 
quite a flutter among the Warrant Officer and Sergeants' 
Me . Already we have lost Sergeant Winter on posting to 
No. 1 Special Communications Unit. 

Congratulations to Captain V. I. Milne on the birth of a 
son, Duncan, on 20th May; also to Sergeant Thomson on 
the birth of a son, William James; also to Sergeant Gleeson 
on the birth of a daughter, Wendy. CaRtain R. M. Arm
strong has our best wishes for his future happiness on the 
occasion of his marriage to Isabel, daughter of the Rev. J. 
and Mrs. Piggot, of Newton Linford Vicarage, Leicester. 
The wedding took place at All Saints' Church, Newton 
Linford, Leicester, on 29th May. We e>..'tend a hearty 
welcome into the Unit to Mrs. Armstrong. 

Garrison Miniature Rifie Shoot. The month of May 
saw the end of the 1947-48 Winter League. Twenty-two 
matches were fired off, all of which were won by our team. 
By so doing the team have again repeated their success of 
last year, when they safely negotiated the season without 
losing a match. 

Athletics. Training was delayed by the weather, but we 
managed to enter a team for every event except the pole
vault, in the first meeting of the Signals Catterick Evening 
League. 

Our final placing, third, was most encouraging and was 
due in no small measure to the expert coaching and 
enthusiasm of Q.M.S. (I.) Dear (A.P.T.C.). 

The events in which we were most successful were: -
4 x 220 yards relay.-First (Lieutenant Bamford, CadetS 

Taylor, Barlow and Tynan). 
2 x 880 yards relay.-Second (Cadets Liddell and Ash

worth). 
One mile.-Second (Cadets Kerridge, Stoneham, Selby 

and Davies). 
Medley relay.-Second (Lieutenant Bamford, Cadets 

Barlow, Schiff and Ashworth). 
High jump.-First (Captain Williams and Cadet Band). 
Hammer.-Second (Sergeant Mark and Cadet Liversedge). 
At the Sports Meeting organised by 2 Training Regiment 

on 18th May, we entered for the one mile open medley 
relay and won fairly comfortably. Our team consisted of 
Lieutenant Bamford, Cadets Taylor, Barlow and Ashworth. 

Many past members of our War-time O.C.T.U. will be 
interested to learn that H. E. Askew (Lancashire), one-time 
Captain Instructor of this Unit, is still in fine form. He 
won the Jong jump by clearing 23 feet H inches in the 
Inter-Counties Championship, held at the White City early 
in the month. 

Mountaineering Club. Our Mountaineering Club had a 
!>Cries of very successful meetings during May. Three meets, 
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including the Whitsun meet, were held at Langdale, in the 
Lake District and one meet at Almscliffe, near Harrogate. 
One pleasing' feature of this club's activities is ?1at it .is 
attracting members from the Cadre of the Urut. Snc 
members of the Cadre attended the last meet, all of whom 
were enthusiastic in their appreciation of the very full and 

· enjoyable week-end spent in the hills. 
The following account of the Whitsun meet can be taken 

as typical of meetings held during the month. The party 
arrived at Langdale at about 1800 hours on Friday, 14th 
May. Camp chores finished, two parties set out, one to 
investigate the lower slopes of the Pike O'Bisco, when 
several short climbs and boulder problems were tackled, 
whilst the second party climbed Middlefell. The following 
day, one pair proceeded to Gimmer Crag 3:11d climbed 
Oliveson's route and Main Wall, both severe chmbs. 

The remaining members of the club made for Pavey Ark, 
with its goond precipice going nearly sheer down to Stickle 
Tarn, 700 feet below. Four of the members tackled Middle
fell en route. Two routes were closen on Pavey. One, 
Rakes End, a very difficult chimney some 200 feet high, 
and the second route, Gwynn's Chimney, an interesting 
difficult climb with a very difficult last pitch. Lunch having 
been consumed on the summit of Pavey Arm, the party 
moved on to Gimmer Crag to link up with the first pair of 
climbers. The Main Wall, an exposed Severe climb, was 
then completed, and the party returned to camp for supper. 

Dow Crag was the scene of operations the neXJ: day. 
Three parties were organised. One party, under Cadet 
Jones, to take on Giant's Crawl, a spectacular difficult climb, 
of 400 feet. The second party, under Cadet Foulston, to 
climb Great Gully, a difficult climb with a very difficult 
first and last pitches. 

Under the leadership of Cadet Band, the third party were 
to tackle Gordon and Craig's Route. This is scheduled as 
a very difficult climb. In the actual climb an alternative 
very severe climb was taken on the last pitch. By evening 
the club members were able to discuss the success of the 
day's activities. 

Monday saw the party preparing to return to camp, 
though three members were not to be denied the oppor
tunity of climbing Main Wall and the "B " route on 
Gimmer Crag. 

And so ended a thoroughly successful week-end, during 
which the members were well tested, the nature of the climbs 
completed testifying the good all-round standard of the 
club. 

No. 2 TRAINING REGIMENT 

June 
The outstanding features of our past month's act1v1ues 

have been the visit of Brigadier W. C. V. Galwey, M.C., for 
his annual Administrative Inspection and our successes in 
the athletic field. 

The weather was unkind for the inspection, but we 
believe that the Brigadier was well satisfied and our extra 
efforts did not pass unnoticed. 

This season's athletics opened with the first S.T.C. Even
ing League meetings on 10th May. The Regimental team 
put up an excellent show and enabled us to come out on 
top in this meeting. The most outstanding feat of the 
Unit team was the three-mile race, in which Lance-Corporal 
Field and Lance-Corporal Lawrence wer the first two 
home. In the one-mile race, Lance-Corporal Bryant came 
in first with little difficulty. In the field events Signalman 
McGill proved himself a good all-rounder. 

The next event was our own Regimental Sports, which 
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were held on 19th May. There was keen competmon 
between the Squadrons, resulting in victory for No. 2 
Squadron. These sports not only had the normal athletic 
events but also some novelties. The most amusing of these 
was the obstacle course, the water jump and the "crawls," 
providing lots of laughs. In this event also, No. 2 Squadron 
were the victors. 

This led on to the Catterick District Sports (" B" Zone). 
In these we were again very successful and had a large 
-number of our competitors selected to represent the zone 
in the Northern Command Championships. In the latter 
they were qualified for the Army Championships. Among 
them were Lance-Corporal Moynan, who won the long 
jump with a jump of 20ft. 3in., and Lance-Corporal Bryant, 
who won the one mile in very fast time. 

The Regiment won the road walk with Captain Higgins 
gaining third place and being first member of the team home. 

Obstacle Course. The Regiment entered a team for 
Northern Command Inter-Unit Obstacle Course, and much 
hard training was rewarded by finishing a good second to 
No. 4 Training Regiment. 

It is worthy of note that our C.O., Lieutenant-Colonel 
P. G. Goodeve-Docker, has been selected as an official in 
the Olympic Games. More honour to the Corps. 

The monthly families' tea party, held on 10th June, was 
originally planned to take place in the gardens of the C.0.'s 
residence, but the weather clerk was against this. It was 
accordingly held in the N.A.A.F.I., a most enjoyable tea, 
to the accompaniment of sweet music at the piano by 
Sergeant Taylor, R.A.E.C. 

After tea, Mrs. Goodeve-Docker kindly presented prizes 
for the household hints competition to the winner, Mrs. 
Martin, and runners-up, Mrs. French and Mrs. Matthews. 
The next competition was announced as " toy-making," 
toys to be made of any size, design and material by any 
member of the family. 

The children at the party then enjoyed some games. 
Musical chairs proved a favourite both with the children 
and mothers. Mickie Timson and Margaret Burke survived 
this fitness test to win prizes in the children's affray, and 
Mrs. Howley and Mrs. Beardmore the mothers' scrum
mage, and scrummage it was! Mrs. Lloyd, wife of Major 
M. A. Lloyd, a newcomer to the party, kindly assisted in 
judging the household hints competition. 

H .Q. SQUADRON. Now that Administrative Squadron 
bas been augmented by the M.T. Section, the designation 
of the Squadron has been amended to H.Q. Squadron, and 
to facilitate the running of the Squadron it has been split 
into two Troops, M.T. and Administration. 

On the 13th June, H.Q. Squadron bade farewell to Major 
D. C. P. Hall, who bas, for the past two years, been a 
sympathetic and understanding Welfare Officer, besides 
being P.R.I. His place has been taken by Captain J. D. 
Willey, who has moved across from the Messing Office. 

H.Q. Squadron has been well represented in the S.T.C. 
athletics this year. Amongst the representatives, Lance
Corporal Cope upheld the name of the Squadron by win
ning the hop, step and jump. 

The H.Q. Squadron cricket team started the season in 
good style by defeating a scratch team from the other 
Squadrons on Colburn. 

The Unit gardeners are beginning to see the fruits (and 
vegetables) of their labours, as all round the Unit lines 

' green shoots are beginning to appear. In particular the 
potato· crop is doing very well, and unless we suffer from 
an invasion of Colorado Beetle there seems to be no reason 
why we should not reap a good harvest from the work put 
jn by the Unit agricultural experts. 

No. l SQUADRON. With sincere apologies (to all 
those who care) for the non-appearance of No. 1 Squadron 
Notes in the last two issues of THE WIRE. It is hoped that 
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the cause will be attributed, in the main, to the departure 
of our former scribe, Captain P. T. C. McGee, who left 
the homely atmosphere of Catterick Camp to return to 
civvy life somewhere in the wilds of Kent. We extend a 
welcome to his successor, Major G. E. G. Brown. 

On the King's Birthday Parade, 50 soldiers good and 
true represented No. 2 Training Regiment, Royal Signals, 
and (need we say it) 42 were from The quadron. It 
is conceded, however, that the men's efforts were a reflec
tion of credit to the Officer and N.C.O.s (who had the 
misfortune to belong to No. 2 Squadron). It is recorded 
with greatest appreciation to this body of troops that, in 
recognition of the splendid display and turnout, a well
earned 48-hour pass was awarded them by the Commanding 
Officer. 

In the field of entertainment there is little to report this 
month, as Corporal Harris, who was the stalwart producer, 
playwright, playboy, etc., of the "Monstrosities," rejoined 
his family on a permanent posting, having passed his 
time (!) and A. & S.G. 71 mark. Owing to pressure of 
work, bis able understudy, Corporal "Freddie" Worman, 
has been unable to get into production yet; it is rumoured 
that there will be something coming "out of the bag" in 
the near future. 

A good show was put on last month, and the two one
act plays, with a good selective variety support, constituted 
Corporal Harris's last contribution. 

A special commendation is due to the " backroom " boys 
for the excellent realistic scenery settings produced by them 
out of all kinds of rubbish and oddments. 

Whilst scenery has just been mentioned, it can do no 
harm to mention the little bit of extra to be found in 
Bournemouth! A rather large board, on which bas been 
inscribed in commendable signwriting the " Corps Badge " 
and "Mercury House," has been erected outside the newly
acquired "Signals Hotel." This work was executed (?) by 
our budding draughtsman, Sergeant Carter, under whose 
tender guidance the Corps draughtsmen are trained (and, 
incidentally, under whose not so tender supervision, a mass 
of newly-painted notices and boards appeared on the occa
sion of Brigadier Galwey's visit in June). 

No. 2 SQUADRON. The most important thing to 
report this month is that o. 2 Squadron were easily 
winners of the Unit Athletics Shield, after a rather one
sided battle with H.Q. Squadron, who were second. The 
only regret of the day was · that Captain Snell, our O.C., 
was on leave, and so could not receive the shield as he had 
promised the other members of the Officers' Mess. 

The team as a whole was well balanced, but special 
mention must be made of Signalman Tipping, who won the 
100 yards, 220 yards and gave the Squadron a good lead 
-in the medley relay; also Corporal Frost, who was third 
to win in the short distances and ran a very fine 220 yards 
in the relay. Lance-Corporal Bryant ran an excellent mile, 
and after his showing at the White City on Whit-Monday 
no one was surprised when be won by a comfortable margin 
to make his Squadron almost certain of winning the 
meeting. 

The other sports are having a show from the members 
of the Squadron. Cricket is on the upgrade and a few 
challenges are to be issued in the very near future. Road 
walking is also well represented by the Squadron, who have 
some of the men chosen for the Northern Command team 
to compete in the Army Champion.hips later on. 

No. 3 SQUADRON. Major M. A. Lloyd has joined us 
and taken over O.C. Squadron, vice Major W. C. Manning. 
We hope that Major Lloyd will stay with us and his period 
of duty be both enjoyable and interesting. 

The Corps will soon lose a grand personality in Major 
W. C. Manning, who is leaving us for the civilian atmos-
phere. With him go our very best wishes for his future 
health and happine s. 

'" 



ergeant (Taffy) Morris ha proceeded on a G.P.0. course 
ac Otley. Best of luck, Taff·! 

The following sections: 60, 62 and 63, have passed their 
course and left u for sunny climes. Good luck, lads. 

Once again, much to the S. .M.'s delight, the quadron 
Imes are filled to capacity with trainees. 

port. For three years running we had won the Inter
uadron sports and kept the shield. This time, however, 

we were beaten thoroughly by No. 2 Squadron, who put 
up a grand show. Well done, 2 ! 

Our congratulations go out to Captain D. E. Higgins 
and Sergeant Williams, who were third and fourth, respec
tively, in the Northern Command road walk. J oily good 
how, and may you do even better in the forthcoming Army 

Champio:iship . 

:So. 7 ELECTIO~ REGDIE.:VT, RO"l'AL SIGN"ALS 

'June 
The Regiment has just despatched its 1 750th man to the 

Training Regiments in three months. A very good indica
tion of pressure of business. 

The main impression we get from it all is that in spite 
of the never-ending flow of new faces, every man who arrives 
remains distinctly an individual with his own brand of 
behaviour, outlook on life and reaction to Army training 
and methods. 

Taking them by and large we have no complaints about 
our recruits; they respond extremely well, and on a Squadron 
level during four weeks they manage to work up a 
tremendous enthusiam and spirit, which is nowhere more 
amply demonstrated than during the Inter-Squadron boxing 
competitions. The poor old Blood Tub lifts its roof to 
the storms of cheering and Inter-Squadron abuse. 

Trooping season seems to be on us again and we are 
due to lose a number of old stagers in the near future. 
Sergeant Flatley and Corporal Gordon are already engaged 
in embarkation leave, and Lieutenant (Whiskers) Rams
bottom has departed for West Africa and his first go of 
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prickly heat. Quite a lot of others spend a good deal of 
time absently fingering the " Forin" list. 

Last month was considerably enlivened by a slap-up 
\Xlarrant Officers' and Sergeants' dance. Held in the Gym
nasium, it was a great success and in addition to excellent 
service at two bars, there was also dancing. The speed 
and grace of one portly and highly-respected gentleman had 
to be seen to ·be believed. I bet he was naughty in the 
nineties! 

Sport. In a very hard-fought competition, in which the 
result was in doubt under the last fight, No. 4 Squadron 
managed to defeat No. 3 Squadron in their last boxing 
match by 1 ! points. For sheer hard fighting and guts it 
was the best evening we had had so far. 

Nos. 1 and 2 Squadrons also had a stern battle last month, 
and again the match was decided in the last fight, this time 
by No. 1 Squadron, with one point. 

As an indication of the good lads who do the scrapping, 
we have enclosed a photograph of the previous month's 
winners, No. 3 Squadron. 

The excessively pugnacious looking gentlemen in khaki 
do not actually fight, but have a collection of very tall and 
encouraging stories. 

If we had as much luck as we have enthusiasm we should 
do a great deal better in our small-bore shooting. Last 
month saw our defeat at the han~s of both 4 Training 
Regiment and H.Q. School of Signals. Next league match 
we intend to do better and have carefully hidden four 
Mossbergs from the wilful hands of the recruits for the 
purpose. 

Ne. 4 TRAINING REGIMENT 

June 
The past weeks have seen a small team of Royal Signals 

personnel taking on the Infantry and the Armoured Units 
at their own game. These boys have been fighting fit, and 
dead keen to prove themselves. 

The reason and occasion of this has been the Northern 

19-48, winners of Inter-Squadron Boxine Competi t ion 
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Co~and In~er-Unit Obstacle Course Competition, fought 
out m Cattenck on 13th May. Teams were entered from 
2 1:'raining Regiment, 3 Training Regiment, 4 Training 
Regiment and 7 Selection Regiment-all Royal Signals 
Units, as well as from 14th/20th Hussars and 8th Royal 
Tank Regiment. 

The day was hot, and the men fit and keen and ready 
to go. A lot was at stake, for the winners of this eliminat
ing bout are to represent Northern Command at the Royal 
Tournament at Olympia. 

From the word "Go "-off they went, over fences under 
wire,. over scrambling nets, under tree-trunk ramps,' always 
working as team yet putting full individual effort into the 
task on hand. 

By the end of the afternoon, 4 Training Regiment had 
emerged triumphant, having won by a clear lead of I min. 
26 secs. 

Of this success, 4 Training Regiment's Commanding 
Officer, Lieutenant-Colonel R. N. Seddon, O.B.E., had these 
word~ of congratulation and encouragement to say: " I 
heartily congratulate the team on their success in the 
1".orthern Command Tournament, and I feel that they will 
give a good account of themselves in the Royal Tournament 
at Olympia. 1 won't go so far as to say that they will win, 
bu~ I wish them the very best of luck. The Regiment is 
gomg to supply a body of supporters, who will cheer their 
team to victory." 

The winning team was as follows : Lance-Corporals 
Tranter, Teall, Squibb, Cavanagh, Rogers and Bossomworth 
Signalmen Bowen and Barbone. Reserves: Lance-Corporal 
Cowell, Signalmen Kay, Jenkins, Roberts and Robertson. 

The team is captained by Second-Lieutenant J . Lane and 
is trained by C.S.M.L Cadwallender, of the A.P.T.C. 
. By th~ time you are reading this, we hope that the team 
1s showmg a clean pair of heels to their opponents at 
Olympia. 

We wish them every success, and know that, whatever the 
result, they will show that high standard of sportsmanship 
for which the Royal Signals is noted. 

EASTERN COMMAND (M) SIGNAL REGHIENT 

'June 
SHOE~~RYNESS F.S.S. TROOP. Apart from the 

now familiar heavy program.me of construction and main
tena~ce work, the main event during May was the local 
Garrison Tattoo and Public Days held over the Whitsun 
Holiday. All members of this Troop put in a great deal 
of work, s~tting up public address e:}uipment, manning tem
porary switchboards and running out miles of temporary 
hne. We are pleased to record that the weather as fine 
the tattoo was a great success, Army charities benefited 
considerably, and Signals received a very fine compliment 
for their valua~le assistance from Brigadier H. A. Hounsell, 
C.B.E., the Chairman of the Tattoo Committee. 

The " regula_r " element of the Troop are fast leaving 
us for other climes, the latest to go being Sergeant M. C. 
Jones and Corporal "Paddy" Wallace. Both these N.C.0.s 
did invaluab~e work whilst at Shoebury, and we wish them 
the very best of luck and success in their new Units. \X e 
can assure those Units that they are lucky people. Sergeant 
Kinnear has arrived from Canterbury to replace Sergeant 
Jones, and we hope that he will settle down and enjoy 
himself. 

KENT COAST TROOP. We extend a welcomina hand 
to Signalmen Gillan, McHarg and Irvine, who joi;ed us 
from Eastern Command Signals, Canterbury. 
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The following left us to try their luck in " Civvy Street": 
Signalmen Summerell, Milner and D. V. Cox. We wish 
them good luck in their new venture. 

One of our prominent N.C.O.s has gone off on holiday 
to the Signals Memorial House at Boscombe-Bournemouth 
to get the "Gen" for other prospective visitors, and w~ 
feel sure he will return with a good report and wish great 
success to this venture on the part of the Corps. 

Cricket is _our main entertainment these days; we are 
gradually gettmg the team together. Demon bowler Lance
Corporal "Joe" Rae, seems to be an advocate of ~y line 
bowling; he believes in " knock 'em out " if you can't bowl 
them. 

For indoor entertainment we held a Darts and Tennis 
Table Competition, and while watching the darts one can 
always notice the " Beer Wallopers" double top-easy, and 
the stance of some of the lads is quite convincing, too; 
they must have been reading about the "News of the 
World " championships. 

We congratulate Signalman Monkton on such a fine effort 
in the Home Counties District sports; he did well to obtain 
second place in the 220 and 440 yards in the heats con
sidering he had such a small period of time to train 'in. 

THAMES ESTUARY AND EAST ANGL!AN COAST 
TROOP. There have been a few changes since our last 
notes, the most noticeable being Sergeant Knight who has 
left us for Fore!gn Service. We hope that, by' the time 
these notes appear in print be has found his sea legs, also 
that he will soon get his knees re-tanned. . 

We extend hearty congratulation to Corporal Attwater on 
bis recent appointment; here's to the next one. 

The most noted arrival this month is a son, Christopher 
Robert, to Mr. Joe Alston, No. 1 Squadron H.Q. clerk. 
Congratulations, Joe. 

We welcome Second-Lieutenant George to the Troop, and 
also Sergeant Beckley, who has arrived from No. 1 Squadron 
for a short visit. Other arrivals include Drivers Payne, 
Foster and Roberts and Signalman Seymour. 

Demob. this month was very light, claiming only two 
from Troop Detachments, namely, Signalman Cadwallender, 
from Felixstowe, and Signalman Strickland, from Sheer
ness. " Good luck, good fortune, and all the best in your 
return to ' Civvy Street.' " 

~o • . 3 A.A. GROUP (lU) SIGNAL SQUADRON 

June 
We exrend a hearty welcome to o:ir new C.S.O., 

L'eutenant-Colonel I. St. Q. Severin, Royal ignals, who, 
like his predecessor, Lieutenant-Colonel A. J. McNair 
Royal Signals, was previously C.S.O., B.C.O.F., Japan. 
Captain D. Goo:iman has also serYed in Japan, so it can 
be seen that the land of the setting sun has had good repre
sentation from· 3 A.A. Grm1p Signal . 

We also extend a hearty welcome to the following who 
have recently joined our ranks: S. .M. Lonton, Signalmen 
Templeman, Templeton and Gibson; also to Corporal 
Hooper, who has just rejoind the fold from a spell in 
hospital. We hoi:e that they are senling down to their new 
'nd old urro:mdings. 

We extend o:.rr best wi hes to all these unluckv fellow 
who have gone o:it into the cold and drear.· world to become 
civilian , namely: Lance-Corporal .Muliins, Driver Fox, 

ignalman Thomp 0:1 and Driver Mar hall. Good luck 
to yo:.i all, and should you find life in "Civvy treet" too 
hard, remember we shall always be glad to ha,·e vou back 
again. · 
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quadron i commanded by Major D. L. Hyde, 
Royal ignal , and other officers are a shown below : -

Ca E G Bowser Brigade Signal Officer. 12 A.A. Bdc. 
1 n.S!. m cc~nd-Lic.;tean"t C. Hu~tcr, Ad min. Officer; Second-Lieutenant 

A· ~- EJe, M.T.O. and Sport · Officer_: Second-Lieutenant J. 
so~tha~. 12 A.A. BJe. i11nnl Troop; econd-Lieutenant R: S. ~!i\p~c, 
Linc and CaterinR Officer: Juruor Commander M. E. Sno\\dcn, · · .. 
o.c: iJl;nal Offico Troop. Our " Q " side is looked after by S.Q.M .S. 

• R. Houghton. 

ongrarulations to Lance-Corporal "Muscles" Dixey on 
hi promotion to the dizzy heights of a full-blown Corporal, 
and al 0 to L/U/ A/Lance-Corporal Smith, who ha~ now 
ceased to have all those wonderful " posh" titles and is now 
1ust a P / A/Lance-Corporal. " _ ,, 

Congratulations are also extended to our sisters of the 
A.T . . , Lance-Corporal M atthews, whose k_n~s are now a 
little nearer to the ground owing to an addition of ~nother 
stripe, and Private Logan on attaining her Lance stnpe. 

Lance-Corporal Chambers, our pay clerk, has recently 
attended a pay course at the R.A.P.C. Centre, Aldershot, 
and is to be congratulated on obtaining a " D ." <:We expect 
our accounts to all show credit balances from now on 
Corporal.) 

port. T he Squadron has its nose down to the grin~
stone in the athletic field of sports at the moment, m 
preparation for the H.Q. 3 A.A. Group spo~ts meeting that 
is to be held at Stenhouse Dog Track, Edmburgh, on the 
20th and 21st May, 1948. . 

Auxiliaries of the A.T.S. Signals are also competmg, and 
great activity and practising, in the sporting field , is going 
on. 

SCOTTISH d;OlHMAI\"D (.!U) SIGNAL REGIIUE:\'T 

1une 
Just a few words from the Frozen North to remind ex

.1.1embers of the Unit that we are still bashing on regardless, 
in spite of the fact that winter seems to be summer and vice 
versa. At the rime of writing it is versa in a big way. 

The only kind of vegetation that seems really to flourish 
in this part of the world is Warrant Officers. Officers and 
Signalmen have been melting away weekly in their scores, 
but R.S.M.s and lesser fry seem to be queueing up for 
entrance to our tin-hutted "Glory Hole." 

During the last two months we have bid farewell to 
Captains Jimmy Fyffe and Tommy Foard, and they were 
closely followed by Lieutenants Barry Sitch and T ed Ross, 
all of whom are now honourable members of the " Civvies' " 
Union. We wish them every success in their various jobs. 

Down on the sands of the Forth, where the A.T.S. 
mainly habitate, Junior Commander Jin1my Crowe has left 
us for other fields in the Service of His Majesty, whilst 
her place bas been ably taken by Junior Commander Smith, 
who now re ~gns as Queen of the Fairies at Edinburgh 
Ca:stle. It is earnestly hoped that the news that Mary 
Queen of Scots once slept in the Command Signal Office 
will not reach the inqu iring ears of the Festival visitors. 

Major Tom Chambers, successor to Major Tommy Stibbs, 
as Second-in-Command, has just returned from a spot of 
leave in the South (little Old England over the Border), 
during which he successfully supervised a further addition 
to his family. We offer our sincere congratulations to Major 
and Mrs. Chambers, who have now taken up residence in 
" Auld Reekie Toon." "Dof" Fairlie has likewise just 
returned from his much-discussed trip to some remote 
palace in Luxembourg, where, judging from the cine films 
he has pro:iaced for our inspection, life seems to be mainly 
taken up with driving at reckless speeds in American cars 
·or boozing with blonde princesses in the Moselle vineyards. 
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In April mo t of our Officers spent a very pleasant week
end at St. Andrews on a Signals "Tewt," and now most of 
us have a pretty sound grounding ~n. the geography of ~he 
Kingdom of Fife, including a VlSlt by me Second-m
Command to the Thane of Aucbtermuchty. 

W'arranr Officers' and Sergeants' Mess. I may b~ wrong, 
but I think this is the first time we have appeared ii: print 
at least during my sojourn here since March of mis. year. 
So a list of pre ent members may be me best way of mtro
during ourselve and possibly bring our present wheri:abouts 
to the notice somewhere of old pals. The Mess is ably 
presided over by 

R M " Snooker King" Buchanan. Member : S .S.M . " H i yer, 
Cock/; ~lcConnell , R.Q.M .. "Get off y~ur knees" Evans, R .Q.M.S . 
" Mind my Bike·• Roscoe, R.Q.M.S. "SingaP.orc. Joe Strau~~· S.S.M . 
u Got yer Wor~ Ticket" Fraser, S.Q.M.S. ' Mmus Seven Stewar~; 
S.Q.!vt.S. " 10 ,, ~1orris, Sergeants u Pop :: Strac,~nn ,, "f!nMrry 
N'orth H Psrt II " Johnston " Dave ,, Murray, Eytyc King, oon 
l\\an ,; Ridgeon , . , Legs ,, Gardiner, " Educated " Heath. 

During the quarter just ended, we have had th~ Mess 
brightened up and decorated. We held a dance, which was 
well attended there being present the C.O . and Mrs. Howe, 
U nit Officers: all the members (some with their wives), a 
few civilian friends and last, but IlOt least, the N .A.A.F.I. 
Manageress and staff making altogether gui te a jolly crowd. 
Here's hoping for a repeat performance m the near future. 
\Y/e also held a games tournament, at which me Warrant 
Officers and Sergeants challenged the Officers to a series _of 
games- billiards, darts, dom inoes, shove-ha'I?t!!1ny, cnb, 
whist, and fina lly, a boat race. As was ant1c1pated, ~he 
contest wa a draw until the boat race came off. Owmg 
to the inexperience of some of the Officers' team, th~ 
Warrant Officers and Sergeants consented to waive the rule 
that the event be decided in pints. We compromised on 
half-pints. There was some confusion over the result. 
Could someone have hidden a glass? So the race had to 
be re-rowed run played quaffed, or whatever it is. Someone 
won this tu'ne, but don,'t ask who! However, as yet, again 
there seemed to be some doubt, a further challenge was 
issue:! and accepted by the Officers. So we hope to have 
another successfu l evening to record in next month's notes. 
T hree snooker handicaps have also been held d uring the 
quarter, the first being won by R.S.M . . Buchanan, the 
second by Sergeant K ing, and the third by S.S.M. 
M cConnell. 

Corporals' Mess. Promotions and releases have con
siderably changed our members. We congratulate Les 
Gard iner and Johnny Johnston on entering the Sergeants' 
M ess. To members Johnny Slee, Jim Raffan, Arthur 
Laine, Alan Heap and Gordon F ussell we extend our 
congratulations on their promotion to Corporal. We 
welcome in to our midst Lance-Corporals Cassen, Cullen, 
Clarke, Leslie, West, and Cooper, and Lance-Corporal 
Gooding, A.T.S . Release has again taken its toll, and to 
Corporal Tattam, Lance-Corporals Grant, Robi nson a nd 
G wen Johnson, A.T.S., we wish all t he very best in " Civvy 
Street." Lance-Corporal (Ham) " Jack" Cooper, late 15 
A.F. Signals, wishes to contact old mates of his, especially 
D2IK, D2D , D2FI and D2IW. His call sign is 
CM3DPS. 

Sports. Cricket, athletics and table tennis have been our 
chief sporting events so far this season. Our first cricke t 
match of the season was a game against one of the Edin
burgh local cricket teams, Colinton M.C.C. As our team 
were a little " rusty," the match was lost, but by a mere 
17 runs. However, we did not expect to get away so lightly. 
Sergeant Hoad, our opening batsman, made a fine stand 
and scored the bulk of the runs, but unfortunately he was 
caught out. Captain John Rowlands also showed signs of 
having handled a bat before, making a large number of the 
runs needed to make a recovery. The recent bad weather 
has hampered ou.r engagements, but it is hoped it will break 
soon, so that further matches may be arranged. 
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The Command Athletic Meeting took place last month 
and the Unit entered a team for most of the track events. 
The day of t)Je " heats " was one of the hottest days in 
June and our first fine day for three weeks. The result 
was that we got four runners in the finals on the following 
day and we cam e out then with Signalman Plant putting 
up a first-class performance to come first in the 220 yards . 

Later on in June we entered the same team for a Sports 
Meeting with No. 3 Coastal Battery, RA., over in Fife, 
and we hope to give the resu lts of that in the next issue of 
THE WIRE. 

A grand Table Tennis Tournament took place on Tue day 
evening, 8th May, at Fairmilehead Camp, the Unit being 
represented against 3 A.A. Group by Captain Delahunty, 
Lieutenant Sitch, Sergeant Gardiner, Sergeant Johnston, 
Lance-Corporal Moncur, Signalman Miller and Signalman 
Watson. After ome very tight tussles, a few pints and 
much ribbing, the tournament was declared a draw, the 
Unit winning the singles and 3 A.A. Group the doubles. 
A replay has been arranged on 3 A.A. G roup's own ground 
for some evening early next m on th, the results of which 
may be published in the next edition of THE WIRE. 

WESTERN COMMAND (M) SIGNAL 

REGllUENT 

1une 
An extensive military exhibition was in cluded in the Bath 

and West Show, held at Cardiff, from 26th to 29th M ay, 
and this regiment had the task of providing the Signals' 
exhibit. 

T he entrance to the booth was made most impressive 
by boy trumpeters stan ding on guard, dressed in peace-time 
uniform, over the bronze figure of Mercury. T hese trum
peters, Corporal Standen, Boys Hazel, Waters and Esson 
from the Royal Signals' D isplay Team, were very kindly 
loaned to us by the S.T.C. 

The demonstration of line equipment contained stripped 
exhibits of the I+ 1 carrier and Apparatus V.F. S + D, a 
40-line test frame and a 40-line F . and F . Switchboard, t he 
latter manned by Signalmen Batha and Dutton. 

Two teleprinters worked overtime under the guidance of 

Entrance to the booth. Corporal Boy Standen and Boy Esson 
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Captain Hoar and some of the wire less se u 

Signalmen M esser and N orris, and the public were enthu
siastic over the invi tation for them to " have a go." 

An exhibit that created great interest was a working model 
of automatic telephone switchgear, kindly loaned by the 
Automatic Telephone Company. This was ably maintained 
and demonstrated by Signalman Robinson, an ex-employee 
of the firm. 

Sergeant Matthews and Lance-Corporal Long were in 
charge of the "Playback Wire Recorder," and some very 
good recordings were made. These included the Marquis 
of Bute, President: of the Bath and West Society; Mr. Shin
well, Secretary of State for War, and Lieutenant-General 
Sir Frank Simpson, K.B.E., C.B., n.s.o., General Officer 
Commanding-in-Chief, Western Command, to say nothing 
of me child of three who recited " Little Bo-Peep," and an 
old Eisteddfod competitor of 75 who recited a poem of her 
own composition. The Marquis of Bute thanked Captain 
" Bob " Hoar for organising the Bath and West Show! 
" Bob " wasn' t quick enough to say he'd only organised 
the Signals' booth, before the speech was recorded for 
posterity. Some do have fame thrust upon them! (We 
have decided not to list the young female crooners who 
gathered around in the evenings to giggle into the micro
phone and make sheep's eyes at the operators.) 

The piece de resistance was a schematic model of the 
10 Set loaned by S.R.D.E. This was operated and 
explained by S.S.M. Mitchell (a natty figure in his blues) 
and Sergeant Bonar. 

Corporal Watkins stood guard in full D .R. kit over a 
brand new W.D. 500 c.c. B.S.A., and the final exhibit was 
a di play of all the latest field wireless sets, including a 
magnificent board showing the evolution of t he 88 set. 

All the walls of the stand showed photographs of Signal 
in action, in all parts of the world in the last war, and 
Signalman Hamilton, of the C.S.O.'s branch, worked 
extremely well on the many posters and labels that were 
found necessary. 

In the outside exhibition an A.C.V. and a T.E.V. were 
open and working and the intercom on the A.C.V. was 
sadly overworked by hordes of small boys who passed 
through in con tant procession. Lance-Corporal Barrett, 
Signalmen Thompson and Driver Banks ·were in charge of 
this department. 

Thanks go to Sergeant Matthews, Lance-Corporal Bar
rett and Signalman Thompson for their magnificent efforts 
in maintaining the equipment under conditions worse than 
any theatre of war, and, indeed, the whole team worked 
e..~'tremely hard to make the exhibition the complete success 
it undoubtedly was. 



. ·o. .\ •. \. GROl"P I . ·oEPENDENT (1'0 

SIGN .\L (tC\DRON 

Jl!11e 

It 1 with great plea ure that I write these first few note 
of the new 4th A. . Group ignals. 

Thi Group wa dosed hortly after the war and 
reopened m January, 19r. After 18 month of hard work 
f r all concerned, we are now well on our feet and. t~e 
Group i running \'CI) efficiently. I u~~~rsta?d ~his _is 
the only Signal ;iu:dron that actually lives with 1t 
parent A.A. Gro'.lp, onsequentl.Y we are und~r the watchful 
eyes of the taff. High up m the Staff is our C.S.0. , 
Lieutenant-Colonel H. C. B. Rogers, o.B.E., Royal Signals 
C. .0., Southern Iraq and Persia, 1945-6, and later com
manding 3rd G.H.Q., Signal Regiment,. Middle East). Our 
S.0. III is Captain E. \~'illiam , Royal Signals, who would 
perhaps be remembered as O.C. 2 Company, "J " L. of C. 
Signal , India, and late O.C., 2 Company Eastern Com
mand Signals, India. 

This · Squadron is ably commanded by Major R. H. 
Farlow, M.B.E., Royal ignals (of Indian fame and well 
known throughout the Corps). Our other Officers are : 
Lieutenant P. Magee, Lieutenant E. F. Matthew (Communi
cations Officer), and Junior Commander E. Nixon, A.T.S. 
Our " Q" side is looked after by Warrant Officer II S. E. 
Poole (also widely known in the Corps, ex-Waziristanites, 
note), and be seems a wizard at producing the right thing 
at the right moment, except when battledresses are for 
exchange. 

We consist of a Headquarter Troop, Group Signal Office 
Troop (A.T.S.) and a Line Maintenance Troop at Warring
ton, and a Brigade Troop at Towyn (on the Welsh coast) 
commanded by ~ptain Jerram. 

As I have previously stated, we live with Group Head
quarters, and Major R. H. Farlow is O.C. Troops as well 
as O.C. Signals. Also, the Quartermaster Stores looks gay 
with the coloured fiashes of R.A., R.E.M.E., R.A.£..C. , 
R.A.S.C., and all the various Units of Group Headquarters 
that are attached to us for all purposes. 

We had the honour of providing a Guard of Honour on 
19th May, 1948, for the G.0.C., A.A. Command, 
Lieutenant-General Sir G. Ivan Thomas, K.B.E., o.s.o., M.C. 
All went excellently, a good show and a feather in the Royal 

Guard of honour at in11N<Cion by G.0.C., A.A. Command 
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Signals' cap. The accompanying photograph shows we are 
till up to the old " Depot" standard. The Guard Com

mander was our one and only Sergeant, Sergeant W. Ham-
mond (of Indian hockey fame). . 

Our quadron is not large enough to produ~e It~ own 
cricket team, but a number of the lads are pla~mg 1Il the 
Group eleven. Our badminton team has achieved great 
successes against the Navy and R.A.F. We have run a 
number of dances in the Gymnasium, and so popular has 
d::ncing become that we even have a civilian instructor to 
~how the lads all the latest steps once a week. A good 
innovation in these hard times. 

More about the quadron and its working at a later date. 
\X'ith "all the best" to members atid ex-members of our 
Corp . I'll say " Cheerio " till next month. 

STAPOO. 

NORTHERN IRELAND fH) SIGNAL S(tUADRON 

!ime 

During the month the Royal Signals Display Team 
visi ted Northern Ireland and gave wonderful displays of 
skill in unorthodox motor-cycling. They formed part of 
the entertainments provided for the annual Ulster Agricul
tural Show, which was held at Balmoral and which was 
voted the best show held in Northern Ireland for years. 

The War Minister (Mr. Shinwell) also paid us a visit 
during the month, and inspected accommodation and 
married quarters (re Sergeant Morey, Royal Signals), some 
of which be approved. As usual, the weather was inclement, 
and in one day, according to the Press, he ruined two hats. 
Some people are Lucky; they only get it part of the time! 

Our matrimonial machinery has been at work again, and 
we extend congratulations to Private Thelma Glynn on her 
marriage to Private George Reeves, of the R.A.S .C., N.I.D. 
There is nothing final in the matrimonial file at the present, 
but there are one or two in the pending tray, more news 
of which we hope to publish in the near future. 

The M.T. are to suffer a loss in the posting of Sergeant 
Aldridge to B.A.0.R. We all hope he will be as popular 
in his new Unit as be was in this Squadron. His skill as 
a hockey and cricket player will be missed; also his excuses 
for not giving one a truck! Corporal Richardson also leaves 
us for the " Land of the Palm," where he will, no doubt, 
receive plenty of advice on "brown knees" ! Good luck to 
you both. 

Corporal Forrester, a well-known figure to past members 
of the Squadron as occupier of the pay desk, is forsaking 
this good and secure life for the trials and tribulations of 
" Civvy Street." Lots of luck, Bill. This depart:Ure comes 
as a disappointment to a certain ·clerk in the Orderly Room. 
Never mind, Edna, it won't be for long. . 

We extend a warm welcome to Junior Commander Ridler, 
who joins us from A.A.; to Second-Lieutenant Rashbrooke, 
who comes from the Depot, and to all lads and lasses 
recently arrived. 

In spite of the change of season, entertainments continue 
to be well attended. 

The Tuesday night dance in the N.A.A.F.I., thanks to 
the efforts of Corporal Richardson and his boys, enables 
those who enjoy the light fantastic to while away a few 
hours, while Signalman Wright keeps the interest main
tained in the whist drive, especially the knock-out, which is 
really becoming a serious affair, the finals now being played 
in deadly silence. Signals ran a very successful dance in 
the Gymnasium, which was attended by most of the Officers 
and Other Ranks. The innovation was the introduction of 
a girl as M.C., a role very ably filled by Sergeant (Mary) 
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Senior, whose energy and enthusiasm was so infectious it 
made everybody want to dance and full of joie de vivre. 

Sport has not had very much opportunity this month, 
due to the weather. There have been one or two hockey 
games, H.Q. Signals being well represented, of course. The 
Unit has been lucky in having various ex-India Unattached 
List. members posted in. 

The Miniature Golf Course is still showing plenty of 
support; a few of the " hard boys" are realising that golf 
is not such an easy game after all, and odd bodies can be 
seen sneaking across to the course with clubs disguised as 
all kinds of things. Yes, the game is certainly popular. I 
shouldn't be surprisd if we haven't a couple of budding 
"Bobby Jones" in the Squadron. It is rumoured that there 
will be an issue of "fancy pants" from the Stores shortly. 
(It's 0.K., " Q," it's only a rumour!) 

And so, for this month-Good Stations everybody. 
J .D. 

SOUTDEllN COMMAND (M) SIGNAL llEGIMENT 

!~me 

On 13th May, the Director of Signals, Major-General 
C. H. H. Vulliamy, C.B., o.s.o., accompanied by the C.S.0., 
Southern Command, Brigadier W. A. Scott, c.B.E., visited 
Regimental Headquarters at Figsbury Barracks. They were 
met by the Commanding Officer, Lieutenant-Colonel P. R. 
Hyde, O.B.E., Royal Signals, at the Orderly Room. The 
General inspected all ranks on the parade ground and 
watched the parade march off. All Officers serving at Figs
bury Barracks were then introduced to the General outside 
the· Orderly Room. 

In a very quick tour of the barracks, the Commanding 
Officer showed the General the recently completed wireless 
station, containing a W.S. No. 63 and four W.S. No. 12 

uansmittcrs, two classes carrying out the Poi.t-\'V'ar Educa
tion Scheme, and a barrack room and itttng room as occu
pied by Royal Signals and A.T.S. personnel. On arriving 
at the Warrant Officers' and Sergeants' Mess, all Royal 
Signals and A.T.S. members were introduced to the General 
immediately before a photograph was taken of all Officers, 
Warrant Officers and Sergeants. Lunch was served in the 
Officers' Mess. 

During the afternoon, General Vulliamy and Brigadier 
Scott were present at the annual Regimental sports, held 
on the Sports Ground of the Southern Command School 
of P.T., whose staff, under Major Butler, A.P.T.C., gave 
most valuab!e assistance in preparing the ground and the 
programme. 

We were very pleased to 'l'.'elcome a large number of 
guests who had come to enjoy a pleasant afternoon in the 
sunshine. Among the guests were the Army Commander, 
L 'eutenant-General Sir John Harding, K.C.B., C.B.E., o.s.o., 
M.C., and Lady Harding, and a number of members of the 
Salisb:.iry Branch of the Royal Signals' Association, includ
ing Brigadier A. C. Sykes, C.B.E!, o.s.o. 

The events were all keenly contested, but none more so 
than the Old Soldiers' race, for which there was a large 
number of entries. The race was open to all ranks with 
fifteen years' service and over. Competitors were given a 
yard start for every year of service over fifteen. The 
Director of Signals started one yard ahead of the Army 
C-0mmander, but both finished equal second with Major 
P. C. Williams, Royal Signals, who started from scratch. 
The race was won by Brigadier W. A. Scott, C.B.E., in good 
time. He avenged his defeat by his chief clerk, W.OJ 
Smith, in the previous year. . 

Tea was served during the afternoon on the Sports 
Ground. We were all very pleased to welcome Lieutenant 
Judd and the members of the Royal Signals Band, who 
played selections during the afternoon. The Band was 
paying its annual visit to the Regiment, which is always 
looked forward to with keen anticipation. 

(continued on page 198) 

Officers , W.O.s and Sergeants . Front row (seated (left to right) C.S.M. D. Rees, Majo; J. M. L. Drudge-Coates, S.S.M. D. A. Dickson, Major W. J. S. Gray, 
Brigadier W . A. Scott, C.B.E. (C.S.0., Southern Command) , R.S.M. J. Johnson, Major-General C. H. H. Vulliamy, C.B. , D.S.O. (Director of Signals), Lieut.· 
Colonel P. R. Hyde , O .B.E .. R.Q. M.S. Softly , Major R. G. Baker, S.S.M. J. R. Holt, junior Commander R. V. P. Fairlie. S.S.M. A. H. Skiflins. Second row 
(left to right) Sergeant M. French , Captain M. L. Willway, Sergeant R. Cunningham, Captain A. T. Stevens. Sergeant E. R. Horlock, Maier A. Trapmore, Junior 
Commander E. R. Stewart, Major F. ) . Dowie, Sergeant D. M. Smith, Captain B. E. )ones, S.Q.M.S. ). Beale, Lieutenant S. C. Walton. Sergeant D. Bartlen. 
Back row (left to right) Sergeant ). Cairns, Captain T. A. Gardiner, Sergeant K. Hunt. Second Lieutenant M. B. M. Brown, Serg .. nt T. Diamond, Second 

Lieutenant ). N. Fells, Sergeant S. Chanty, B.E.M., Lieutenant D. D. Crearer, Sergeant A. Hudson, Sergeant F. Hamilton 
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Display 

1948 

TO the average person, the Royal Tournament pells 

Pageantry, but after; the initial fanfar... by the Corps 
Trumpeters in full dress, the Display is purely uti litarian, 
with the emphasis on the sturdiness and controllability of 
the modern motor-cycle combined with the nerve and skill 
of the riders. 

The opening ride in figure-of-eight formation with the 

The Ladder Ride 

Copyn"ght: The " Yorkshire Post" and 1he " Yorkshire E1:cni11g Post." 

riders crossing in the centre at split-second intervals is only 
a sample of the thrills to come. 

The manner in which these standard Triumph machines 
are made to jump over a car, through a human arch, through 
a paper-covered hoop, and through a wall of flame is a 

tribute to their strength, as is the demonstration of the 
"Team Taxi " when no less than sixteen members of the 
team hitch-hike on one machine. 

There ar;;: various forms of trick riding, which with 

vaulting, repeat all the features of the old horse displays 
by the Riding Establishments, and indeed excel them in 

that they are in many cases done by two riders on the 

same machine instead of one. Examples of these are the 
double cossack riding, double "Jimmy" and wheelbarrow 
ride. Many of us can recall a famous music-hall turn 

known as Du Calion, the Loquacious Laddie on the 
Tottering Ladder. All his exploits are surpassed by these 
young riders who climb up and down ladders, facing both 

forwards and backwards on uncontrolled moving motor
cycles. 

Two tableaux which excite admiration are those in which 
eight riders appear on the Ladder Machine, and the " Fan," 
where thirteen riders circle the arena on three machines. -

Comic relief is provided by the combination which 
" ditches " its rider and runs away, smartly dodging those 
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Combination Capers 

chasing it and causing the Team Leader to make a 

spectacular leap for life. Leadership of this team requires 
the attributes of "Springheel Jack," for not only does he 
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have to escape the attentions of the runaway combination, 
but also to leap over a machine with a rider. When the 
combination reappears with two riders, the sidecar passenger 
apparently goes demented and jettisons the sidecar wheel 
after assaulting the rider with a massive spanner. 

The clowns of the show are the 99 c.c. Corgi miniature 

motorcycles, the civilian version of the paratroop Welbike, 
which weave about the arena imitating the evolutions of 
the full-size machines and interrupting the chariot riding. 

The final spectacle is the closing ride in which the 
sixteen riders flash round the arena in pairs and repeat the 
split-second crossings in the centre at increased speed, 
finally forming up facing the Royal Box. 

· It is noteworthy that only one member was in the pre

war Display Team, and only five of the remainder appeared 
last year. 

The 1948 team, under the management of Captain C. F. 
Jackman and trained by Second-Lieutenant R. T. Dimmock, 

consists of the following members, Sergeant J. Oglanby; 
Corporal J. Watson, Corporal F. G. Winsor; Lance
Corporals T. Webster, H. R. Smith, K. V. Gatward; 

Signalmen J. A. Bugby, J . C. Baker, R. C. Brittain, D. 
Bufton, D. V. Cole, P. H. Dyson, L. Geary, A. D. Goody, 

T. C. Grant, G. D. Grey, W. J. Kidd, A. G. Kidd, L. 
Turner, 0. A. Purchase, P . H. Tait, J. Webb and G. Wood. 
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Bo•~ tation11 (.;v11ti11ued from page 195) 

After th la t en:nt, Lieutenant-Colon ·1 Hyde thanked 
Major Butl r and the. taff of the. Southern Command 
· hoot f P.T. for thetr valuable assistance and ~ongratu

lated the prize-winners on their successes. The ~mze~ were 
presented by Mrs. Hyde. The names of the pr1ze-wmners 
are given belO\\ · -

100 yard Soldicr-.-Drher Pearson. 
60 }ard< A.T.S.-Private Twigg. 
Putting the \X'e1ght.-R.Q .. \i .S. Softl)'. 
220 yard old1ers.-Drh·er Pearson. 
100 yard A.T.S.-Printe Daine>. 
60 }'llrd three-legged racc.--Sergeant Cunningham and Corporal \X1otson. 
High Jump, Soldiers.-Signolman Dodd . 
440 yard oldiers.-Dm·cr Pearson. 
40 yards Sack Race , A.T.S.-Priv:ite Lea. 
B.md Race.-Lance-Corporal Hunt . 
High Jump, A.T.S .-Private Daines. 
Long Jump, Soldier>.-Driver Pearson. 
Long Jump, A.T .. -Private Daine . 
One l\iile, Soldiers.-Sergcant Cunningham. 
100 yards Old Soldiers' !Ucc.-Brigadier W . A. Scott. . 
Team Relay, Soldiers.-!'<o. I Squadron (Signalmen Richardson, Dakin, 

Parker and Whiting). 
Obstacle Race, Soldiers.-D m·er Dakin. 
Ob tacle Race, A.T.S.-Private Benfield. 

In the evening the Corps Dance Band played at a 
dance held in the Guildhall, Salisbury, organised by the 
Salisbury Branch of the Royal Signals' Association. The 
dance was well attended and a very cheerful atmosphere 
prevailed. . . 

On 14th May the Director of Signals earned out a tour 
of inspection of F.S.S. communicatio~s on the I~ber and 
Lark.hill ranges and visited the automatic exchanges m Lark
hill and Bulford. He also visited the Signal Office at 
Salisbury Plain District H.Q., commanded by Captain T . 
Gray, Royal Signals, and the Salisbury Plai~ F.S.S. Troop 
in Bulford, under the command of Captam (T.O.T.) J . 
Kavanagh, Royal Signals. 

Warram Officers' and Sergean ts' Mess. Since our last 
contribution, the Mess has indulged in various forms of 
entertainment; the Sunday evening socials and _the recent 
dance proved quite successful . These dances will now be 
held every month, so we shall expect to see seve~al old 
members drop in. Everyone can be assurej of an enioyable 
evening. 

One of our members, Sergeant Hunt, has received his 
posting orders for overseas. We wish him the best of luck. 
Our congratulations go to R.S.M. and Mrs. Woo:i on the 
birth of a daughter. 

A.T.S. As stated in the May WIRE, Auxiliaries from 
R.H.Q. went to London on an educational ttip, which was 
greatly enjoyed. The places we visited were the Ealing 
Film Studios, Watney's Brewery and back-stage of the 
Winter Gardens Theatre. The stars of the show were very 
amusing to talk to, and showed great interest in the girls 
(who wouldn't, anyway? ). We arrived back at camp at the 
witching hour of 2 able mike, very tired, but gloriously 
happy. May these visits continue. 

The culminating match of the netball season saw R.H.Q. 
on top of their form playing in an Inter-Group netball 
match, losing the cup by one goal to Berks and Oxon 
Group, A.T.S. The clerk of the weather bas been against 
our having much swimming this month, but the spirit is 
very willing, although the elements are weak. 

A grand spons day was held in the Unit on 13th May, 
and our Private Daines put up a very good show by win
ning the high jump, long jump and the 100 yards. Our 
Corporal Ally (Watson) won the three-legged race with 
~t Cunningham. In the obstacle race the betting 
was against the C.S.M. getting through the rubber tyre, 
but she sailed through like a bird (possibly an ostrich). 

Cricket. A very keen interest in cricket has been shown 
this season and we have bad no difficulty in presenting quite 
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a strong team, caprained by Lieutenant S. C. Walton. 
So far of five matches played, we have won two and 

lost three. A Bulford Area knock-out tournament has been 
organised for small units. We have entered our team and 
have been drawn to play No. 12 Regiment, R.E., in the first 
round. This match is due to be played on We~nesday, 
9th June, so more of this next time, together with any 
further uccesses in this tournament. 

ALDERSHOT TROOP. Those who have served in 
Aldershot will no doubt hear with regret that the Corps 
is no longer housed in Mons Barracks and the few now 
stationed in Aldershot are fed and accommodated by the 
Army Catering Corps at Blenheim Barracks. . . 

The only link with the past is that we sttll retam the 
Old Wireless Compound for Office and Store accommoda
tion. Ghosts of the old A.B.Y. W./T. Station linger on. 

Since Sergeant Macintosh joined us in September last 
year we have adopted his H -year-old son, Donald, as Troop 
mascot, and he makes himself quite prominent most 
Saturday mornings. 

ote : -He has just recently put Mr. Hayes and Sergeant 
McGregor "' On the Peg." 

* * 
f ,ondou Gazette, 10th .June, 104U 

O.B.E. Lieutenant-Colonel Reginald Charles Install, B.A., 
A.M.1.E.E. (10865). 

M.B.E. Major (Temp.) (Q .M.) Wallace Henry Ayres 
(254219). 

* ,;: 

WAR OFFICE cn-ILIAN WIRELESS SERVICE 

The second sentence of the second paragraph of the June 
announcement should read " Operators with the following 
Army qualifications are exempt from the written part of 
this examination." 

* * 

no~·.\L SIG~.\LS UAXD 

We of Royal Signals in London are always pleased to 
see or hear the Band, and we were delighted that Mr. J . L. 
J udd, the Director of Music, was able to give us an oppor
tunity of seeing as well as hearing. 

The Band was broadcasting on 21st June in the morning, 
and in the evening gave a recital at Brompton Road, to 
which all were invited by the Chief Signal Officer, I A.A. 
Group. 

A good time was had by all, the Regular Army and the 
Territorial Army being well represented. 

We listened to most excellent music. We met a number 
of old friends. BUT there were many who would have 
attended had they heard of it in time. 

The C.S.O. did his best: he sent out a paper with a 
very long list of addressees, but this certainly did not reach 
all. 

We know Mr. Judd is a busy man. If, however, be could 
let THE WIRE know his movements, many more members 
of Royal Signals would hear about the Band. 

It is true that WIRE Notes have to be in by the 16th of 
the month previous to publication, but a short item, 
entitled "Where the Band will be in August," can almost 
certainly be fitted in up to the first day of that month. 

Now, please, we all want to see and hear the Band, so 
will the Band please tell us where they are to be. 
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BlllD-WATCHING, -AMONG OT-Hf fl llECRfATIONS.A\AS B£E~ URGtD BY TtlE C.l.G.S. 
-~Wi 

~}- Militarg Colle«Je of 

--~~· 

....- ;:--- ,. I! 
.· ____ __::::------~)I•'' ~ 

_,;_,1 ... --·--- .... . ., .,. 

. . and 'ere, gentlemen (if I may claim your kind attention) we 'ave the Acrocephalus Screperus. or flippin' wry-necked reed-warbler .. 
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British ArDly 
of the Rhine 

B.(t. B •. \.O.B. SIG~AL BEGDIE.XT 

Herford 
7une 

Our first comment this month is on our new designation. 
Conunencing 15th June, 1948, the old designation 2 Line 
of Conununication Signal Regiment disappeared, and we 
carry on with the same role in B.A.O.R. with the new 
designation, Headquarters Britisli Army of the Rhine Signal 
Regiment, in shortened form, H.Q., B.A.O.R. Signal Regi
ment. We offer thank that there is a shortened form. For 
the benefit of old Qlembers of the Unit, we mention the 
former designations of the Unit. These were 1 H.Q. Signal 
followed by 21 Army Group Signals, changing to 1 H.Q. 
Signals, which Unic amalgamated with 12 L. of C. Signals 
to form 2 L. of C. Signals. Time marche on, with its 
inevitable changes. When in the future years we meet ex
members of che Corps at reunions, it eems that it will 
be a case of knowmg your Unit before you left it and what 
happened afterwards. 

With the beginning of the summer and reversion to short 
sleeves, such pastimes as sun-bathing, swimming and pic
nics are the thing of the day. 

We record our regrets concerning the very unfortunate 
accident in the swimming pool to Driver Wild, and sincerely 
hope that be may make a good recovery. 

Our best wishes go with the many members of the Unit 
who have left us for the U.K., some to take up a well
earned Python, some to again acquire a suit of khaki drill 
and topee and wend their way East again, both Middle or 
Far. 

H.Q. SERGEANTS' MESS. We welcome to our fold 
R.S.M. Baker, who joined us from Hamburg and whose 
family follow him later. Also S.S.M. Robenson, who joined 
us from a Leave Centre. We have lost quite a few members 
during the past two months. RS.M. Herberts and family 
left us after a very patient wait for that passage application 
which seemed as if it bad got lost in one of the trays of our 
District Headquarters. The very best wishes of the Mess 
go to him and his facnily for their future. In passing, we 
must offer our thanks for bis untiring efforts towards the 
welfare of the Mess and bis willingness to help in all of 
our functions. We hope his next Unit realise his value 
and their luck. 

S.S.M. Pash left us with his family after a similar patient 
wait for the passage, but which fortunately worked its way 
out in the end. 

CAVE CANEM. 
No. 1 SQUADRON. General sporting activity was 

greatly reduced during May because of bad weather. Keen 
interest was shown by all, nevertheless, in preliminary train
ing for the Regimental sports day. The maxim that 
" Pra~ce makes perfect" was well proven when all the 
enthus1as~ who had been living righteously and observing 
total abstmence were outstanding in the majority of events. 

The Squadron took second place only after a deciding 
hurdle had been run to settle a dead heat with No. 3 

quadron. 
2~ Consuuct!on Troop has shown a lead in organising 

outmgs to vanous places. They have twice visited the 

200 

speedway racing held at Hanover. A visit has also been 
made to Hamburg where they were interested spectators 
at a British Forces Network Quiz. 

The disbandment of 62 Construction Troop will mean 
an early finish to what was promising to be a good cricket 
team. A recent cricket match between 24 and 62 Construc
tion Troops ended in a win for 24 Troop by one run, after 
scoring 40 runs. 

Lieutenant Pearce, Swimming Officer for the Regiment 
and Squadron, is busily engaged in choosing a team for 
forthcoming swimming events. Here, again, we were 
handicapped by bad weather, except for the veterans, to 
wb,om weather makes little difference. There was a talk of 
an early morning swim in place of P.T. for a day or two 
when the weather was bad, but we understand that S/ I Ogg 
preferred hot water. 

No. 3 SQUADRON. During the past month the 
Squadron wa assigned a major role on " Exercise Unity," 
and all ranks engaged put up a very good show. As is 
usual on these occasions many were the alarums and excur
sions-incidents which, however, added much to the interest 
of the exercise, if not to the comfort of the men concerned. 
The art of improvisation wa$ well utilised and many 
valuable lessons were learnt. Altogether the exercise was. 
a welcome break in the normal routine of training and was 
enjoyed by everyone taking part. Special conunendation 
must go to the operators who kept a certain set working 
throughout a night in which we experienced one of the 
worst thunderstorms for some considerable tirpe, and to the 
poor old despatch riders, most of whom averaged 500 miles 
a day during the exercise. 

All ranks of the Squadron extend their sincere sympathy 
to the Adjutant on bis recent sad bereavement. 

The Squadron personnel have figured prominently in 
the Inter-Squadron and Inter-Unit athletic meetings. A 
number of budding young athletes were found who did 
very well indeed at such short notice and with little or no 
training. The Inter-Squadron meeting was held on 19th 
May at Bad Oeynhausen. The prizes were presented by 
Mrs. Seely, the wife of our Commanding Officer. R.H.Q., 
1, 2 and 3 Squadrons, competed, and we were successful in 
winning. At the end of the day we tied with No. 1 
Squadron for first place, and to determine the winners, 
Lance-Corporal Gunnel and Captain D. K. P. Hannigan 
ran for I and 3 Squadrons, respectively, in the 110 metres 
hurdle. We won this event. 

The following deserve · special mention during the 
Squadron and Inter-Unit competitions and must be compli
mented for their efforts: Second-Lieutenant Denyer, 200, 
400 and 800 metres, high jump and shot; Signalmen Daltoh 

Mrs. Seely presents prizes at the Inter-Squadron Sports 
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and Ryan, 1,500 and 5,000 metres; Signalman Thompson 
(now released), javelin; Second-Lieutenant Young, high 
jump; Lieucenant Jones, 5,000 metres; Captain Hannigan 
and Lance-Corporal Jelly, bop, step and jump; Sergeant 
Lansom, Lance-Corporal Butcher, Signalman Dunderdale 
and Driver Condliffe, 100, 200 and 400 metres. 

The following also competed and did extremely well : 
Major A. E. Wood, the Squadron Commander, Signalmen 
Harvey, Beddow, Hanby, Copping and Maguire, Lance
Corporal James and Sergeant Edmunds. Sergeant Newman, 
who should have competed, was handicapped by a sprained 
ankle, but nevertheless, did very well in the Inter-Unit 
sports as a sprinter, hurdler and pole vaulter. 

No. l WIRELESS REGIHENT 

Hamburg 
7une 

May has been a month of unpredictable changes for us 
here in Schleswig Holstein, starting with a first taste of 
summer and all its allied activities and running through 
the whole gamut of seasonal changes. Indeed it becomes 
almost accepted that Shirt Sleeve Order brings forth the 
heaviest downpour and Battledress almost a heat wave. 
However, for us the cricket season has really started, and 
although no Unit team has been selected, a game is almost 
constantly in progress, changes in the Unit being so 
frequent, new talent seems always on band. 

The Officers' Mess has during a month welcomed a 
number of visitors, one of whom, Major Minshell, only 
recently returned to U.K. Major Sugden has joined us 
from the Middle East in good time, · it is hoped, to see 
through what promises to be an enjoyable summer. 

Arrivals in the Warrant Officers' and Sergeants' Mess 
during the month have been C.S.M. J. Pons, well known 
to all the old bands, and Sergeant Cattermole, recently 
promoted. 

Football. The Regiment really came into the news with 
a conclusive victory in the final of the Hamburg District 
Inter-Services Football Tournament, when, combining with 
Hamburg District Signals, we defeated a joint R.A.M.C. 
and R.C.M.P. team at Victoria Stadium, Hamburg, by 4 
goals to 3 after a really rousing game. The Signals, from 
the start, menaced the opponents' goal, though good football 
was displayed by both sides. Disaster almost came twenty 
minutes from the end, when a thunderstorm broke, develop
ing the ground into a veritable quagmire. However, defeat 
was averted with the final score as above. 

Unit Athletic Meeting. Prospective entrants for Ham
burg District Individual Championships had a good oppor
tunity of showing off their merits at the meeting held here 
recently. Competition was on an individual basis and the 
keen spirit of the competitors made the show a great 
success. Despite the condition of the track, quite good 
times were realised in most events, particularly in the 5,000 
and 800 metre races. 

HAMBURG D ISTR ICT SI GNAL S(tUADRON 

7ur1e 
The 11th May, 1948, was a memorable day in the history 

of this Squadron. We had the honour of being visited by 
our Colonel-in-Chief, H.R.H. the Princess Royal. 

H.R.H . arrived at Uxbridge Barracks at 0940 hours, 
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H.R .H. and Serg .. nt Wright in the Siena! Office 

accompanied by the G.0.C., Hamburg District, Major
General G. Surtees, C.B., c.B.E., M.C., and the Chief Signal 
Officer, Rhine Army, Brigadier W. H. C. Rogers, C.B.E. 

After inspecting the Guard of Honour, which was pro
vided by 2 Parachute Brigade Signal Squadron, H .R.H. 
proceeded to inspect the Signal Office, where she was met 
by Lieutenant-Colonel A. S. Milner, O.B.E., n.c.s.o., Ham
burg District, and the following Officers of this Squadron 
had the honour of being presented to H.R.H.: Major L. H. 
Caldicott, M.B.E., Conunanding Officer; Captain J. E. Evans, 
M.C., Duty Signal Officer; Lieutenant R. Lochhead and 
Second-Lieutenant D. N. Lindon. 

After inspecting the Signal Office and Switchboard Room, 
H.R.H. proceeded co Hobenzollernring, where she inspected 
two married quarters occupied by Sergeant Hawes and 
Lance-Corporal Burden. 

Sport. HAMBURG SUB-AREA INTER-SERVICE CHALLENGE 
CuP FINAL. This match was played at the Victoria Sports 
Ground, Hamburg, on 26th May, between a combined Royal 
Signals team from Hamburg district and a combined team 
formed from the R.A.M.C., Royal Military Police and Small 
Units. 

The Signals won the toss and very wisely chose to play 
with che wind at their backs. The first half was full of 
excitement and the score at half- time stood at Royal Signals 
3, Combined Services I. Special mention must be made of 
Signalman Astle, playing at outside-left, who played a 
wonderful game-we hear that senior football clubs have an 
eye on him. 

After the resumption of the second half, the Signals went 
forward again and made the score 4-1, but then the 
elements bad a big say-a thunderstorm broke out and the 
wind rose to a veritable hurricane and the rain fell in driving 
sheets; the Combined Services team naturally took full 
advantage of this and managed to breach the Signals' 
defence twice, each time scoring, thus with 15 minutes to go 
and the elements against us, anything was likely to happen. 
Here we must mention our goalkeeper, Signalman McCann, 
who played like a man inspired, and on at least three occa
sions saved what seemed to be certain goals; however, our 
lads held out, the defence rising superbly to the conditions 
and when the fina l whistle went we hatl won by 4 goals to 3. 
The Challenge Cup now reposes in the Officers' Mess of 
1 Wireless Regiment, and each member of the winning team 
received a small replica . The following was the Royal 
Signals team : -

Signalman McCann (Hamburg Di trict Si&nal Squadron): Signal1T13n 
Jenner (I Wireless Regiment) and Sergeant Gilchri t (Hamburg Di trict 
Signal Squadron); Si11nolmon Lnwle}' (I Wircle Regiment), Scr11cam 
Shelley (Hnmburg District Signal Squadron) and ignnlman Nichol. 
(Hamburg Di trict Sign3l Squadron); Signalman Astle (I Wireless Rc1ri• 

201 



mem , illllalman Gomm (I 'Y."_ittlcs Rejpmwt), C\'Pfoin, Lsncc-Corl?°ral 
dd1 on Hamburg Di:trict ignal Squadron), 1imalman ShuttJcy;or.th 

H ambUTR Piunct ignal quadron) and Dn,·er Taylor (Hamburg D1 -
t; · 1 1gnal q uadron). 

f he Cup wa. prt,ented by .\Ir.;. Turnbull . wife of Brigadjer Turnbul> 
15 ll O.D. 

A.T .• SIGN"AJ,S. GERMAI\-Y 

June 
At the beginning of May, Her Royal Highness, the 

Prince · Roval, vi ited B.A.O.R. and pent the afternoon of 
-th Ma • vf iting the Switchboard the Signal Office, our 

ergeants' Mess, Billet Training School and the Vegetable 
Gardens, finally taking tea at the 21 Club, where all our 
Officers were presented to her. 

Saturday morning, the 8th May was the " Showpiece." 
Our C.O., enior Com
mander C. H. M . Jackson, 
M.B.E., proudly led the 
parade past the saluting 
base, where the Princess 
was taking the s!!.lute. The 
two Signal Sections were 
commanded · by Subaltern 
W y n n a n d Subaltern 
Dallas, and 721 Car Com
pany and two Companies 
from No. 1 Continental 
Group completed the pic
ture. 

The C.S.M. should be 
duly proud of the part she 
played in training us. It 
was whispered that the Officers even practised at 0750 hours 
in some secluded spot, but only the few early birds caught 
glimpses of a smart platoon of Junior Commanders and 
Subalterns saluting on the march. 

Her Royal Highness also attended a special performance 
of "Spring Shift" at the Mercury Theatre, a revue written 
by Captain Gerry Madden, of S.X. branch, and photographs 
taken by Public Relations are full proof of the enjoyment 
of the Princess and her amusement at the show. 

Subaltern Johnson, Subaltern Harris, Corporal Hillier, 
Corporal Green, Corporal Pennington-Jones, Lance
Corporal Reddy and Private Sahnow all had the honour to 
be presented after the performance. 

A word must be said about the vegetable gardens that 
were visited. For weeks now Officers and Auxiliaries (plus 
the odd co-opted boy friend) have worked extremely hard 
to transform waste bits of ground at the back of the billets 
into seven flourishing vegetable plots, which we hope to 
enter for the horticulture competition later on. All kinds 

of vegetables are be_ing 
grown and the reward of 
long labours is now to be 
seen: the potatoes are 
coming up, peas are ready 
to bloom and some ven
turesome gardeners are 
even growing cucumbers. 

Sports, too, are in the 
news: Garrison sports 
were held on 26th May 
and Subaltern Wynn and 
Private Parfitt were our 

representatives. Private Parfitt won the 80-metre hurdle 
race in fine style in 16.45 secs., and she also was third in 
the high Jump, clearing 4ft. 5in. Subaltern Wynn was 
fourth. 
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Python is depleting our numbers somewhat. Subaltern 
Roe, Sergeant Meredith, Sergeant Hearn, Lance-Corporal 
Holland and Private Weston are all returning to the U.K. 
ro ee what it's like on the " Other ide." 

Company Office Staff thought it was high time they had 
another holidav, so Private Lefevre obliged by marrying 
Mr. E. Evans (C.C.G.) at the Garrison Church, Bad 
Oeynhausen, on 22nd May, and asked the Office Staff to 
support her. Romance came to a Mercury Member, Private 
Hoyle, who married Corporal Harding (Royal Signals), who 
is also a keen "Mercuryite,'' though they chose to keep it 
almo t a secret until the knot was thoroughly tied. 
Sergeant Lacroix and Sergeant Trendall (Royal Signals) 
were married in England earlier in the month, and we judge 
from the photographs that it was a very lovely wedding. 
Congratulations to all these happy couples. "Married 
Families " Department will have a longer list for acco111n10-
dation. 

One item we omitted in our last report was the fact that 
we have a " Signals Baby." 
Mrs. Lynne Berwick (our 
ex-Subaltern Cooper, of 
T.P .O. Section), wife of 
Captain " T ony" Berwick 
(Royal Signals) gave birth 
to a son and heir-Anthony 
Michael Hartley Berwick
on Good Friday. 

T he plain clothes allow
ance was a temptation to 
Sergeant Johnson and Cor
poral Shopland, who have 
now left this Unit to join 
those other lucky folk in 
" Civvy Street." . Good 
luck to you ex-N.C.O.s, 
and let' s be hearing from 
you at some future date. 

Training of S.B.O.s to T.P.O.s is now Subaltern Dallas's 
department, and Sergeant Mayes, who used to run the 
Upgrading Course for the S.B.O.s, is now a student on the 
T.P.O. Course in those all-too-familiar classrooms. Sergeant 
Black is Chief Instructor, and we are wondering how she 
deals with the Guardsmen if they ever get unruly in class. 

At the Bad Oeynhausen gymkhana on 29th May, Signals 
scored another victory. Junior Commander Gavin com
peted in the novice jumping and came first, winning a 
"tidy sum." We hope to continue our successes through
out the year, and our motto should be " Though few Signals 
.enter, they walk away with the prize." 

2 n d INFANTR Y D IVISIONAL SIGNAL REGIMENT 

June 
On 8th May, the Regiment, whilst in the field on 

exercise, was honoured by a visit from Her Royal Highness 
the Princess Royal. This was an unusual distinction, as it 
is seldom that a Regiment has the opportunity of welcom
ing a Royal visitor under informal conditions. 

As Colonel-in-Chief of the Corps, the Princess Royal has 
a special claim to our allegiance, and she was accorded a 
very warm-hearted welcome on this afternoon. 

It was a perfect summer day and the country was looking 
its best when the Royal party a9proached the " Harbour 
Area." 

On arrival, Her Royal Highness was met by Lieutenant
Colonel A. B. McVittie, O.B.E., Officer Commanding 2nd 
Infantry Divisional Signal Regiment, and Major W. B. 
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Rowett, Second-in-Command. Accompanying Her Royal 
Highness was Major-General W. R. C. Penney, C.B., C.B.E., 
o.s.o., M.C. (Colonel Commandant of the Corps), and 
Brigadier W. H. G. Rogers, C.B.E., Chief Signal Officer, 
B.A.0.R. Escorted by the Commanding Officer, she then 
visited several of the operational locations, speaking to men 
of the Detachments at each site. 

Prior ro having tea, t he Officers of the Regiment taking 
part in the Exercises were in troduced. 

Her Royal Highness then had tea in company with the 
Officers of the Regiment, and on completion the Royal 
visitor took her leave of her hosts and was given a rousing 
send-off as she left the " Harbour Area." 

T he end of April saw the conclusion of the Regimental 
and Divisional Training period, which had commenced in 
M arch, this period of training being the preparation for the 
Divisional and Army Exercises held during the month of 
May. 

On 4th M ay the Regiment moved off to take its part 
in these Exercises, known respectively as Exercise "Jordan," 
the D ivisional Exercise, and Exercise " Unity,'' the Army 
Exercise. 

Exercise " Jordan" took place in the Dorsten-Borken 
area, which is a part of the North Rhine Plain. I_ncluded 
in this Exercise was a crossing of the River Lippe and the 
Lippe Canal. This obstacle being successfully overcome, the 
troops then moved out northwards and so on to the wide 
North Rhine Plain, when the Exercise came to a successful 
conclusion on 7th May. 

In the period between the conclusion of Exercises 
" Jordan " and " Unity," a week-end rest period spent in 
the " H arbour Area," near M unster, gave the men and 
vehicles a well-earned rest from movement and the oppor
tunity in which transport and technical equipment could 
be overhauled. prior to the commencement of the Army 
Exercise which was due to commence on 10th M ay. 

Exercise " Unity" was staged in the area north-east of 
Munster, and included the crossing of the Teutoburger 
Wald, this being quite an exacting experience for those who 
took part in it. 

Both Exercises were, in actual fact, "Wars of Movement," 
and the men and vehicles were continually on the go for a 
large part of the time. Operational conditions were borne 
very well by all who took part, administration and transport 
being given a thorough test~ and by all accounts stood the 
strain remarkably well. Exercise "Unity" terminated on 
Friday, 14th May, when tracks were made for home and 
the Whitsun leave period. 

The Regiment extend a happy welcome to Captain and 
Mrs. Allan ; Mrs. Wolfendale, who has. now joined her 
husband, Captain Wolfendale, at 4 Brigade; Second
Lieutenants Holdaway, Pearce, Waterlow and Wheeler ; and 
to all new arrivals who have joined the Regiment this 
month. 

We said good-bye this month to Captain (Q.M.) "Chuck" 
Feamley, who has joined the happy band at 15 B.O.D. 
Hambtirg for a short spell prior to his release; Lieutenant 
Jewell, who has proceeded on posting to the Wiltshire 
Regiment, and Second-Lieutenant Barber, proceeded on 
release, and to all those who left the Regiment in May on 
release. Here's wishing you all the very best of luck in 
your venture in civilian life. To those who have left for 
U.K. prior to posting overseas, good luck, good health, and 
all the very best in your new stations wherever it may be. 

Obituary. It is with. deep regret that we have to record 
this month the death of Captain J. MacFarlane, Royal 
Signals. During a very bad thunderstorm, on the evening 
of 10th May, he was struck and killed by lightning. He 
had only joined the Regiment recently-the beginning of 
April-but in spite of the short time he had been with us 
he had proved himself an efficient, capable and very popular 
Officer. It was only the previous Saturday that he had the 

THE WIRE , JULY 1948 

hono~1 r of being introduced to Her Royal Highness, the 
Princess Royal, during her visit to the Regiment in the 
Field. 

The funeral of Captain J. MacFarlane took place on 
Friday, 14th May, at the Military Cemetery, M unster, when 
he was accorded full military honours, and a last and most 
impressive tribute was paid to his memory by the O~cers 
and men of the Regiment and from 30 L. of C. Signal 
Squadron the bearer party being formed by men of his own 
Troop. Among those present were Brigadier W . H . G . 
Rogers, c .B.E., C.S.O., B.A.O.R. ; Lieutenant-Coloni:l . ~ . B. 
McVittie, O.B.E., Commanding 2nd Infantry D1v1S1o~al 
Signal Regiment; M ajor G . G . F reemantle, Commandmg 
30 L. of C. Signal Squadron; together with most of the 
Officers of the Regiment and 30 L. of C. Signal Squadron. 
A high ranking Officer representing the Belgian Corps 
Signals was also present. After the service a Salute was. 
fired, and Last Post and Reveille were sounded. Wreaths 
were finally laid at the foot of the grave and each Officer 

· and man walked past the grave and saluted the last resting 
place of the man they had come to know so well. 

The Officers and men of the Regiment express their 
deepest sympathy to his mother and to all h is relatives in 
their sad bereavement. 

Warrant Officers' and Sergeants' M ess. Our programme 
over the Whitsun holiday period was a heavy one, especially 
in view of the fact that we did not return from Exercise 
"Unity" until 7 p.m. on Friday, 14th May. However, 
due in no small way to the pre-planning of the working 
committee, Armament Sergeant-Major King, R.E.M.E., 
Sergeant Pearce and Sergeant Thrumble, the Whit-Monday 
outing to Konigswinter was declared - a success by all. 
Thanks are also due to Captain T. G. Simpson, our Super
vising Officer, who, as indeed he always does, rose to the 
occasion with assistance in supplying transport for the 
Saturday evening social and the party on Whit-Monday. 

The Mess was honoured during the visit of Her Royal 
Highness, the Princess Royal, to the Regiment while in the 
Field by the presentation of three of our members to Her 
Royal Highness. Those presented were R.S.M. H . Griffin, 
Sergeant Young and Sergeant Daniels. 

On Sunday, 30th May, an excellent day's entertainment 
was organised in the form of a trip on the Rhine, proceeding 
upstream from Benrath. Entertainment afloat was provided 
by the hired German band, who, although their music was 
not of the sweetest, certainly knew how to sound Reveille. 
With the Union Jack at the bow, and the Royal Signals 
flag astern, the party proceeded in fine style. 

Our President, R.S.M. H. Griffin, sends his kindest 
regards to Captain (T.0 .M.) Carpenter, of Tripoli Signals, 
whose message over the Harn Band through Major C. S, 
Kidd, Officer Commanding 3 Squadron, was gratefully 
received. It has been a long time since "Razani" NWF 
and the "Model Walkie Talkie," sir! Best of luck to you 
in the future years. 

Football. After a very successful season, this month 
saw the final games in the Regimental Inter-Troop Football 
League. The League commenced in October last year with 
the object of all twelve teams pla}ting one another on a 
home and away basis, and this has been achieved, despite 
many difficulties. Its success has been mainly due to the 
enthusiasm and co-operation of all troops concerned and 
special thanks to Sergeant Daniels for the keen interest and 
hard work he has put in to ensure the success of the League. 

The standard of football has been extremely high 
throughout the season, and this has been proved by the 
performances of the Regimental team, plus the fact that 
6 Brigade Signal Troop have provided at least seven players 
for the 6 Brigade H.Q. team, which reached the final of the 
Divisional Inter-Unit Competition this year. 

6 Brigade Signal Troop are the League champions, with 
a very remarkable record, of the 22 games played they were 
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only defeated once. " 0 " A team were runners-up and 
ha\·e put up a \·ery creditable record. H.Q. team fini bed 
third, and towards the end of the season improved greatly 
but too late to make any difference to the championship 
table. Altogether the football season was a huge succes 
nd one of which the Regiment can well be proud. 

Cricket. The ummer game bas commenced and the 
Regiment have played three games so far, the results being 
a follow :-

\'. H.Q. 2 Infantry Division-Lost. Division H.Q. 73 
for 4- ignal "'2. 

Top score for ignals was that of Major Wainwright who 
cored r not out. 

v. 6 H) Brigade-Won. 
6 (H) Brig>de 54- ignals 58. 
Bowling for Signal , Signalman Hurst, 5 for 19: econd-Lieutenant 
Holda\\ay, 4 for 15. 

v. 31 Militari• Government-Won. 
31 Military Government 3-Signals 96. 
Top core for ignals, Squadron Sergeant-Major Vaughan, 43. 
Bowling for Signals, Corporal Hopper, 4 for 6; Signalman
Woodle)', 3 for I . 
CorporJI Hopper' nnaty~js was S overs, 6 run , 4 wickccs. 

An attractive fixture list has been arranged for the season, 
but unfortunately the majority of the games have to be 
played away from home as only one ground is available in 
the area. 

Congratulation tO Sergeant Tiffin on being chosen as a 
member of the Divisional cricket team for the first game of 
the season. 

Ne. ll AIR FORMATION SIGNAL REG.BIEN'T 

Biickebnrg 
June 

Regimental Sports. Although the morning of Saturday, 
29th May, was black and threatening, the Regimental sports 
which were held in the afternoon, were favoured by fin~ 
weather. The track was in surprisingly good condition 
and some quite good performances were returned by the 
winners of events. 

Sergeant Lyons, R.A.E.C. (attached 2 Squadron) was 
undoubtedly the star of the afternoon. He won both the 
sprints and was a member of the relay team which com
peted twice in the afternoon, once in the Inter-Squadron 
relay and again in the open relay. S.Q.M.S. Baines was 
also on form, and he won the discus ,the hammer the old 
~ldie~s' race, and was the mainstay of 2 Squadron's 
v1~tonous tug-of-war team (what else could be expected 
~th such stal';~rt~ in,,their team as S.Q.M.S. Baines, Cap
tam Bateman, Tmy Johnson and Captain Rooks?), but 
3 Squadron, much the lighter team, put up stiff opposition 
even though they lacked a coach. 

Signalman Healy-Hutchinson, from the Training School 
won the 440 yards with a lot to spare and was followed 
b}'. Signalman McLeod (3 Squadron), a ~allant second. The 
mile was also won by Training School personnel. Signal
man Horton (1st? an~ Signalman Green (2nd) ran a waiting 
race ~d came m with a fast last lap to win by a good 
mar gm. 

Captain Milligan (2 Squadron) completed the double in 
the long and high jump, and although not looking his usual 
unmaculate self after crawling under a tarpaulin, also won 
the obstacle race. The ladies', boys' and girls' races drew 
much attention, and, judging by the number of spectators 
the ladie~'. race was the most popular of the afternoon. I~ 
was won m a fine style by Miss Keiley, with Mrs. Kerr a 
good second. In the boys' race, Master Kerr was the victor 
and in the girls' race, Miss Davis was first, followed by Mis~ 

Clutterbuck, who, like her father in the old soldiers' race, 
came a gallant second. 

The only open event of the afternoon, the mile relay, 
provided a victory for No. 1 Armoured Car Squadron, 
R. .F. Regiment. Although 2 Squadron's team was tired 
after assisting in other events, it did not give up hope but 
pressed on to the finish. 

A very successful afternoon was brought to a close with 
a speech from the Commanding Officer, Lieutenant
Colonel A. T. Sladen, and the presentation of the prizes by 
Mrs. ladeR. 

RESULTS 
£,·ent 

100 yards 
220 yards 
440 yard ' 

! st Squadron 2nd Squadron 
Sergeant Lyons 2 Corporal Boraster I 

8 0 yards 
I .\lile 
High Jump 
Long Jump 

Jayelin 
D1scu 
Shot 
Hammer 
Ladies' Race 
Boys' Race 
Girls' Race 
Obstacle Race 
Old Soldier ' Race 
Squadron Relay 
Open Relny 

Tug of War 

Sergeant Lyons 2 Signalman Boshnell 2 
Sii;:nalman Healy-

Hutchinson 2 Signalman McLeod 3 
Signalman Reid 2 Signalman Laye 2 
Signalman Horton 2 Signalman Green 2 
Captain /\'\illigan 2 Driver Goddard I 
Captain Milligan 2 Lance-Corporal Bush-

Sergeant Jefferson 
S.Q.M.S. Baines 
Signalman Bower 
S.Q.M .S. Baines 
Miss Keiley 
Master Kerr 
Miss Davis 
Captain Milligan 
S.Q.M.S. Baines 
2 Squadron 
No. I Armoured 

Squadron 
2 Squadron 

Car 

2 
2 
3 
2 

2 
2 

1st 
2nd 
3rd 

2 Squadron . 
1 Squadron. 
3 Squadron . 

nell 2 
Signnlmnn Bowers 3 
Captain Bateman 2 
Signalman Laye 2 
Cnptoin Bateman 2 
Mrs. Kerr 
Master Ramplin 
Miss Clutterbuck 
Captain Royle 
Captain Clutterbuck 1 

2 Squadron 

No. 1 SQUADRON. The past month has seen several 
changes in the Squadron. We have said farewell to Lieu-

Corporal McKenzie about to throw the discus 
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tenant Carter, Lieutenant Jones, Lieutenant Finn, Sergeant 
Copeland, Sergeant Blyth and the remainder of Group 71. 

The Unit bus has proved very popular during the month, 
trips having been made to the Mohne See and to Bad 
Harzburg. We hope to have many more of these outings 
during the summer months. 

Our summer camp has started with 31 Construction 
Troop moving under canvas on 28th May. Troops will 
continue to move into camp for a week at a time up to the 
end of June. Normal work is carried on from camp with 
two or three exercises thrown in for good measure. 

We offer our congratulations to Sergeant and Mrs. A. E. 
Bryan on the birth of a son at the 8th R.A.F. General 
Hospital. 

Sport. On Wednesday, 5th May, the Squadron held a 
very successful Inter-Troop sports meeting on R.A.F. 
Station, Biickeburg Sports Ground. There had been a lot 
of rain earlier in the week, but on the day the weather was 
very favourable; although the track was not at its best, some 
quite good results were achieved. It was obvious from early 
on in the meeting that there was to be very keen competi
tion between 4 Tele. Op. Troop and S.H.Q.; but it was the 
final event that settled the issue. The final placings were 
as follows: 4 Tele. Op. Troop, 29 points; S.H.Q., 27 
points; 112 T.E. 118 D.R., 13 points; 5 Tele. Op. Troop, 
12 points; 31 Construction Troop, 11 points; 87 Wing 
Signal Troop, 9 points. 

Best performances were by Corporal Boraster (4 T.0.T.), 
who scored 11 points for his Troop, as well as help them 
win the one-mile relay and come second in the three-mile 
relay; Lance-Corporal Findlay (S.H.Q.), with 9 points, who 
also ran in the relays, and Driver Langford (S.H.Q.) with 
8 points. 

Attached photographs show Lance-Corporal Trollope 
clearing 5ft. 6in. to win the high jump with inches to spare, 
and a determined look on the face of Corporal McKenzie, 
about to throw the discus. 

The second half of the football season bas again been 
successful for our teams. In the Wednesday Area League 
we finished second, No. 2 Police Wing H.Q. carrying off 
the title, being undefeated in 14 games. 

In the Saturday League our "B" team also finished 
second, being pipped on the post by R.A.F. Signals. 

In the final game of the season, Police H.Q. played the 
Rest of the League XI and won by 5 goals to 1. Four of 
our team, Lance-Corporal Orr, Lance-Corporal Stone, 
Corporal Forsyth and Lance-Corporal Leonard played in 
the Rest XI. 

No. 2 SQUADRON, R.A.F. STATION, SUNDER . 
It is with regret that we say good-bye to 129 Tele. Ops. 
and 115 D.R. Troops, who were disbanded on 1st June, 
1948, and we also say " Thanks " for the grand co-operation, 
both at work and play, which these Troops have given whilst 
they have been with the Squadron. The " bodies" of the 
Troops have been posted here, there and everywhere; to 
those who have left us for other Squadrons we say " Good 
luck and thanks once more." 

Congratulations. Our congratulations are offered to 
Sergeant Gallivan, of 73 Wing Signal Troop, on his mar
riage to Dora Schmidt at the Roman Catholic Church, 
Guterslob, on 5th June, 1948, and to Sergeant and Mrs. 
Jackson on the birth of a son in Wuppertal Hospital on 
2nd May, 1948. 

Sport. On 12th May the Squadron held its annual sport 
meeting on the Station Sports Ground in glorious summer 
weather. The meeting was a huge success and congratula
tions are extended to all those who assisted in the organisa
tion of the sports and to those who competed in the events. 
Although no outstanding times were recorded, they were 
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Lance-Corporal Trollope win• the high jump with 5 feet 6 inch•• 

certainly up to a good standard, and especially Signalman 
Horsefall's times in the 220. and 440 yards. 

Congratulations to the combined team of 129 Tele. Ops_ 
and S.H.Q. on beating 73 Wing Troop in the Regimental 
Inter-Troop Soccer Knock-out Competition by one goal t<> 
ail. The game was played on the " Air-Strip," Sundern~ 
on 8th May, under conditions more suited for cricket than 
football, and after a goal-less 90 minutes the winning goal 
was scored by Signalman Adey in the second half of the 
extra time. The presentation of medals was made by Mrs. 
Sladen. 

Two SQUADRON. 

No. 3 SQUADRON (UETERSEN). The oncoming of 
what appears to be an excellent summer has not been 
without its troubles. The primary event that has gone to 
mar an otherwise pleasant picture is the catastrophe of 
Signalman Campion's unfortunate death. " Camp," as he 
was affectionately known amongst his friends, was a cheerful 
fellow and be was well liked with the whole Squadron, 
and his death has been a shock to us all. The Squadron 
wishes to extend its most heartfelt condolences to his 
parents. 

Sport is the emphasised part of Squadron activities at 
this time. The Regimental sports day, held at Sundern, 
had very definite results and we were not favoured by the 
gods that day! That is only one pebble on the beach, 
though, and we are now "flapping" on the C.O.'s Cup 
Competition of R.A.F. Station, Uetersen, as well as fixtures 
with and against Hamburg District. Cricket is getting 
under way and swimming classes have been organised. 
Gliding and riding facilities are also easily available. 

139 Line Troop have become an exceedingly busy little 
Unit, with two " B " tradesmen cour es having been set up 
there recently. It seems also that this Troop have actually 
been setting the pace in sport at Fassberg. 

80 Wing Signal Troop are somewhat handicapped with 
many of their stalwarts being demobilised and posted, 
causing increasing difficulty in making teams for cricket. 

The Squadron welcomes Second-Lieutenant Watson and 
Second-Lieutenant J. F. Lund, who joined u recently from 
England, and wish them a happy stay with us. 

JUNGLE. 

What about a bound volume of .. 1'/1e Wire" 

November 1946-December 19-17 'I 
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Lunebu.rg 
'June 

With the coming of summer, cricket naturally assumes 
the fir t place in sportmg activities. We have o far had 
no matches within the quadron, due no doubt to the heavy 
rixture list of the combined H.Q. and Si~ls team, but 
,,.e are at least well represented, the following members 
being regular pla ers: S.S.M. Nurse, Corporal Perry, Cor .. 
poral Clarke Lance-Corporal Richardson, Driver Vincem 
and Dri\·er Wood with S.Q.M.S. Redhouse unfailingly 
registering the scores-if any! The first two matches of 
the season were lost, but the day is young, as are the hearts 
of our stalwarts, and we hope to give you ·more heartening 
news in the ne."1: WIRE issue. 

To the further annoyance of "Midnight in Munich " 
fans resident in Block 15, D2GN (F. of S. Le Hardy), the 
Amateur Radio Station, having a licence for higher power, 
hopes. to make further contacts. Having been off the air 
for two or three weeks, due to modifications, D2GN is 
hereby calling all old friends, hoping to hook up again soon, 
and to meet' new DX Stations on all bands. 

On 18th May, during a glorious afternoon, a trial of 
Field Athletics was held at the Soltau Strasse Stadium 
to select a representative team for 4 A.G.R.A. This 
Squadron yet again proved its prowess in the field of sport, 
and many members are now in training for almost every 
field event, in preparation for the 4 A.G.R.A. Athletic 
Championships. Every afternoon our band of Wooderson 
aspirants gaily trip their way along " Kartoffel " Avenue 
for a four-lap sprint . . . or what is it you do, fellows? 
Unfortunately, since training began, Signalman Homer has 
laid down the sword and once again pursues the more peace· 
ful occupation of a citizen resident in "Civvy Street." We 
shall all miss you, "Lofty." Your dark-horse methods were 
forever a joyful surprise at almost every sport, both indocr 
and out. The very best of luck to you. 

To Lance-Corporals Mottershead and Bentham, who have 
also left for " Civvy Street," we also say all the best of luck 
We shall miss you during the ne.xt football season. 

The Unit garden, which has been entered for the B.A.O.F, 
Horticultural Competition, is now certainly a pleasure t(7 
the eye. The joys of spring and the delights of sum.me?; 
all are gathered in the garden, tended by their loving mastei; 
Driver Vincent, whose watchful eye is forever on the aler/ 
for garden enemy No. I, the dreaded Colorado. 

Have yollr personal copy of 

The Wire 
mailed to you direct 

Subscriptions for 1948 should be sent to 
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The General Secretary, 

Royal Signals Association, 

88 Eccleston Square, London, S.W.f. 

Othe1· 
Overseas 
Stations 

C:VHENA.IC:A SIGNAL HEGl!UENT 

Ben~bazi 

M ay 
Reintroducing Cyrenaica Signal Regiment and Squadron 

to THE WIRE. The Regiment's H .Q. is situated in Benghazi 
and i5 commanded by Lieutenant-Colonel L. W. J. Dryland, 
who is also C.S.O. Another distinction held by the C.0. 
is that he is the "oldest Officer inhabitant" in the Unit
only to be rivalled by Captain F. Gormley, Staff Officer, 
" X " Branch. Commanding the Squadron at the moment 
is Major W. N. Sutcliife, who has taken over from Major 
J. Stone, now the stem ruler of lines-a B.M.A. responsi
bility. The Adjutant (I have heard he is the eleventh since 
1946) is Captain I. A. Landells, and even he is shortly to 
depart for No. 2 A.G.R.A. Signal Squadron on promotion. 
The Regiment offers its congratulations. The handing-over 
certificate will be signed by Captain P. H. Flear, who has 
just arrived from Egypt. The oldest of the new arrivals is 
Captain R. B. Murray, from Tripoli, who, for the duration 
of his short stay, is O.C., W / T and Signal Office Troop. 
Second-Lieutenant D. G. Muir is out in the desert com
manding Tobruk Signal Detachment, and we don't expect 
to see him again until he passes through Benghazi on release 
in July. 

The sport of hunting for married quarters is played with 
great enthusiasm in the district. Our successful contestants 
are .l\1ajor Sutcliffe, Major Stone, Captain Landells, Captain 
Gormley, S.S.M. Cowsill and S.Q.M.S. Ball. S.S.M. Lowe 
and Sergeant \'V"ood are still on the trail. 

And now about the Regiment. 
Strictly speaking, we are not a Regiment, as there is only 

one Squadron; this is split up into the Wireless Troop, Line 
Troop, D.R., and "M ". Troops and Squadron H.Q. Those 
who have been to Benghazi may be interested to know that 
R.H.Q. and the Signal Office are still housed in "Incis 
House," in Via Vittorio, which is Cyrenaica District Head
quarters. 

The district covers 600 miles of Mediterranean coastline 
from Fort. Cai;>uzzo, near the Egyptian border, to El Agheila, 
on the Tnpoh Road, and S.D.S. drivers who travel between 
Benghazi and Tobruk daily, know the road well with its 
potholes and j)eculiar contour characteristics. The rattling 
" Dodge " trucks are the only ones which seem to be able 
to negotiat~ successfully the dreadful road to El Agheila. 

Overlooking the harbour of Benghazi is Graziani's Palace 
which w~s very ba_dly _damaged in the Desert Campaign'. 
and, as its name unphes, was formerly the residence of 
Marshal Graziani. It may be of interest to some to hear 
~t it is being rebuilt to make a town home and offices for 
His Highr:iess Sir Sayidd Idris El Senussi, K.B.E., the Emir 
of Cyrena1ca, who made his triumphant entry into Benghazi 
some months ba~k. The memorial plaques, in glorious 
memory of the Libyan campaigns, which were fitted on the 
wall m. front of the Palace, have been removed during the 
rez:iovauon o~ the building, and let us hope that an equally 
suitable locauon will soon be found for these remembrances 
of those who fell in the bitter desert fighting. 
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Many of the Regiment are leaving us and already we have 
sa id good-bye to our Quartermaster, Fred Lunn, and his 
family, who left in December, and to S.S.M . " Busty" 
Denehy, who returns to his family in U.K ., having also 
finis hed h is Python tour. The C.S.0 . and C.O., Lieutenant
Colonel L. W. J. Dryland, leaves us this year, having been 
with the Regiment since 1946. 

Captain P . W : T. Craig (0 .C., Tobruk Signal Detach
ment), of " 1680 " fame, left with 66 Group, and Captain 
R. W. Evans, Adjutant, left with 69 Group. 

Major J. Stone, 0 .C. Squadron, will soon be leaving the 
Regiment but not the district, as he is joining the Posts 
and T elegraphs side of the British Military Administration 
of Cyrenaica.. H e has, amongst other ambitions, one of 
re-linking Egypt, Cyrenaica and Tripolitania by telephone. 
We wish him every success in his new appointment. 

We welcome Lieutenant (Q.M.) E. Manton as Quarter
master, who joined us shortly after returning to the U .K. 
from the Far East. Captain I. A. Landells and family 
arrived from G .H.Q. just before Christmas, and the family 
certainly like Benghazi better than the hubbub of Fayid, 
with its family villages. · 

The difficult task of the Line Troop and the detachment 
to provide constant communication within the territory 
has, nevertheless, been an interesting one. Ends of old 
Italian or British underground cable are being continually 
unearthed, and huge lengths are often dug up after being 
found satisfactory on testing. They are then utilised for the 
all-important town communications. A Libyan lineman 
discovered a two-mile length of perfectly sound cable near 
the ancient ruins of Cyrene, and this was soon being used 
in another part of the territory where a length of cable was 
urgently needed. We believe we have the R.A.F. to thank 
for this, which was probably laid in 1942-43; anyway, it 
saved time and the expense of shipping cable out from U.K. 
With careful and systematic searching there is no doubt 
that many dollars, much time and shipping space will be 
saved by unearthing yet more of these precious cables. 

Can you imagine yourself training scores of uneducated 
Libyans (Arabs and Senussi) to be first-class linemen? 
This, amongst other queer jobs, is the most important, and 
to get volunteers an advertisement in the local paper attracts 
literally swarms of them; they are sifted and the ones who 
look promising are trained with the help of three or four. 
Libyan foremen linemen. When trained they have proved 
keen and loyal, and even when only learning, if they have 
a good foreman, they can do installation and construction 
jobs as well as any B.III lineman. Don't be surprised if 
one day a grinning Senussi pops his head round the door 
of your office and says he is coming to sterilise your tele
phone! Under the wing of the British Military Adminis
tration, the Libyans have already taken over the Agedabia 
Detachment, thereby releasing Royal Signals personnel from 
an out-of-the-way place. This is the first of many hand
overs we are effecting, and soon it will be the turns of 
Barce, Dema, Tobruk and eventually Benghazi itself. 

Out-of-the-way installations such as the residence of His 
Highness, the Emir Sir Sayidd Idris El Senus.si, K.B.E., just 
off the Benina road at an Old Italian gambling retreat, 10 
miles or so outside Benghazi, brings one near interesting 
spots such as Lete (pronounced lay-tay), where there are the 
famous underground caves of which you may have heard. 

For the wireless enthusiast, the R/T to Malta, the " 63 " 
set radio teleprinter working to Fayid, the hand-speed morse 
transmitters SCR 399A, SCR 188 (both American), 33 set, 
53 set working to Fayid, Tobruk and Derna, Tripoli and 
Malta respectively provide a wealth of interest, especially 
when signals get through at 5/5 the many hundreds of miles 
on a rod aerial! The large RTTY 72ft. Rhombics at 
times become faulty and an emergency folded dipole gets 
through fine! Nine hundred miles of desert provides some 
peculiar static on the receiving end of the radio teleprinter. 
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For D.R.s the members of the gentler sex who shuffle 
along the roads shrouded in huge blankets, looking out of 
just a tiny hole to try to ~ee where they are going, are a 
constant menace, and only the high degree of skill ex::r
cised by the well-trained riders prevents more serious acci
dents t han have hitherto occurred. 

Sergeants' Mess. A small but happy party who give 
excellent dances where wives and a few local " Savages" 
make such a very pleasant evening. It has recently be::n 
enlnrged by S.S.M. Lowe, who, unfortunately, left us a 
fortnight later to go to the U.K. on a month's compassionate 
L.I.A.P. ! Sergeant G . N . Smith has just joined us from 
U.K. S.Q.M.S. (A./F . of S.) A. Chisholm leaves on the 
next boat but hopes to be back after his release leaves to 
take up an appointment as Technical Officer (Grade IV) 
in the Posts and Telegraphs side of the British Military 
Administration of Cyrenaica. Sergeant K. J . Jones also 
departs with the next draft, and we are sure he will miss 
the Senussi and Libyans he has been training as linemen 
for many months. S.Q.M.S. R. Ball is to be congratulated 
on his promotion and we all know that he shares vivid night
mares with the Quartermaster! Warrant Officer George 
Cowsill has achieved a very responsible position as Cipher 
Officer and is also to be congratulated on his recent promo
tion from Sergeant. 

The Director of Signals, Major-General C. H . H. 
Vulliamy, C.B.E., D.S.o., and Major-General C. M. F. White, 
C.B., O.B.E., D.S.O., C.S.0., M.E.L.F., inspected a parade of 
the Cyrenaica Signal Regiment near Benghazi at the end of 
February. With the Band of the King's Dragoon Guards 
in attendance, the Director took the salure at the march past 
and afterwards congratulated all on the high standard of 
turnout and smartness on parade. 

Sport. The Regiment won the District Football Cham
pionship at the end of the season in March after an excit
ing final against the gunn::rs. Last year we were runners
up, and this latest victory was well deserved. We also had 
a good representative in the Command Boxing Champion
ship, who was unfortunately beaten in the finals by only a 
few points. 

Hockey and basket-ball are played on the hard sandy 
pitches and provide much pleasure on a cool afternoon. 

Tennis, riding, polo, sailing and yacht racing, and wim
ming in the luirury of the Mediterranean, are all popular 
and are thoroughly enjoyed on the very hot summer days. 

Amateur Radio. The first " HAM " station in Libya was 
opened last year, and the call-sign MDIA was allotted to 
Lance-Corporal "Taffy" Hughes, and MDlB to Lance
Corporal Purchase, both in Benghazi. Scores of contacts 
have been made with the outside world, including California. 
Such keenness at 3 a.m. was well rewarded. 

Left to riaht : Capta in R. W . Evans (Cyrenaica ), Major.General White 
( C.S.O .. M .E.L. F.). Lieut.-Colonel Dryland ( C.S.O .. Cyrenaica ), Major-General 
Vulliamy (Director of Signals). Major Stone (Cyrenaica), Lieut.Colonel Bell 

(War Office) 
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WEST AFRICA SIGNAL REGHIENT 

Aet~ra 
May 

R.H.Q. The writer was somewhat confu ed regarding 
family life out here, and inquirie in England before 
embarkation only resulted in " Well-when I was out there 
in '09 " et . o some comments from the feminine view
point written by the wife of one of the Unit's Officers, who 
speaks with authority as the Headmi tress of our recently
opened School are given below and may help those wives 
whose hu band join our happy band. 

The civil di turbances have now ended. The whole affair 
wa unexpected, but in true Signals style we provided, at 
extremely short notice, adequate communications from our 
own res0urces over a wide area in the Gold Coast. From 
the Nigeria Squadron, 0.W.L.s were flown to Accra, and 
I should like them to know that they, too are included in 
the excellent letter of thanks which the Unit received from 
the District Commander. 

We congratulate Captain and Mrs. W. L. Heward on 
the birth of a daughter, Patricia Anne, at the 37 General 
Military Hospital, Accra, on 30th April. 

Married Life in Accra. To those people who have not 
had the opportunity of serving in West Africa, we have to 
record that numerous wives and families are arriving on the 
Coast with almost every ship. As far as our own Regiment 
is concerned, we have with us Mrs. Main, wife of our 
Second-in-Command, Major W. J. Main, M.C.; Mrs. 
Heward, wife of Captain W. L. Heward; Mrs. August, wife 
of Captain R. G. August; Mrs. Wragg, wife of Captain 
F. H. Wragg; and Mrs. Chambers, wife of Captain J . 
Chambers; also their families. 

Contrary to popular belief, the climate out here is not 
unbearable, in fact it is quite pleasant, and the benefits of 
modern science and hygiene have eliminated the dangers 
of disease which existed some years ago. Provided that 
people themselves co-operate with the medical authorities, 
children seem to thrive out here. Each married family is 
provided with quite a comfortable large airy bungalow, 
which can be made attractive. Considering that it is only 
recently that families started coming out here, the authori
ties have done really well in their provision for families in 
such a short space of rime. 

Complete sets of good furniture are supplied for each 
bungalow, so that when the housewives have provided their 
Curtains, the houses look charming. As an alternative, 
families can purchase their own furniture in the shops at 
exceptionally low prices. After so many weary years of 
food rationing in U.K., shopping for food in Accra is a 
pleasure, as practically every kind of food is obtainable
and without the bother of ration books. The cost of living 
is, however, somewhat higher than in U.K. 

Apart from the food situation, shopping in general is 
quite a joy, as the shops are well stocked with every con
ceivable commodity and of the best makes. From a recrea
tional point of view, men definitely score on this point, as 
they not only share the tennis, swimming, surfing, golf and 
dancing facilities, but also have excellent opportunities for 
playing football, hockey and cricket. There are several 
cinemas in the town itself, and A.KC. provide at least two 
different films per week. N.A.A.F.I. and Y.M.C.A. hold 
dances fairly equally; it is also possible to dance twice per 
week at the Accra European Club. For those especially 
interested in horse racing, the Accra Turf Club arrange a 
number of meetings during the season, which, if not up to 
the Ascot standard, at least prove amusing and an excellent 
way of decreasing the family budget. In any case, it is 
always worth attending for the pleasure of listening to the 
Gold Coast Police Band. 
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A ocial evening is held regularly each Thursday in our 
own Officers' Mess. Transport is one of the difficulties 
out here, although the problem usually sorts itself out one 
way or another. For the benefit of families a three-ton 
lorry has been converted into a families bus, which takes 
people into town for shopping, to the N.A.A.F.I. Store 
and also to the beach or swimming pool. Lieutenant
Colonel C. H. Lyddon, C.0. of our Regiment, has very 
kindly arranged recreational transport for wives of Royal 
Signals personnel to facilitate their shopping expeditions 
to Accra, which is approximately three miles from Army 
quarters. 

On 1st April, the Army opened a school for European 
children, which became a necessity in view of the number 
of children who are now living out here. You can there
fore see that life is not really unbearable on the Gold Coast. 

GOLD COAST SIGNAL SQUADRON. We extend the 
glad hand of welcome to Major Bolam, Captain (Q.M.) 
Webber and Lieutenant Leatherland, all from U.K., and to 
Lieutenant Philp, from Nigeria Squadron. 

Captain George Axson has left us for Nigeria, and the 
" Old Coaster," Captain (Q.M.) Pummel, left by air for 
U.K. The recently-arrived draft of Warrant Officers and 
N.C.0.s has been blooded and sent to jobs, and seem to 
be getting over the " red knees and skinning" process quite 
successfully. 

Social and welfare work has been the keynote this month. 
Plans are in hand to start a Hobbies Centre, which will give 
every man the opportunity not only of learning something 
profitable, but which will enable those of us who had a 
hobby or trade in civil life the chance to be able to pursue 
that hobby and to keep our hands and eyes in with the 
various tools. 

Another project is a Unit " Ham Club." Several Hams 
are already on the air, and for the benefit of other Corps 
Hams needing rare DX, here are their names, call signs 
and the bands where they may be found : 

Captain F. Dymond, ZD4AL, 14 M / Cs. 
Sergeant Sandall, ZD4AV, 14 M/Cs. 
Sergeant Smith, ZD4AS, 28 M /Cs. 
ZD4AT, who is Captain Devaney, R.A.S.C., is also active 

on 14 Megs. 
It is intended that the club will have its own premises as 

a " Shack," and possess its own licence and call--0f that, 
more anon, when the intention becomes an established fact. 

NIGERIA SIGNAL SQUADRON. Since our last 
contribution many things have happened and many 
changes have occurred within the Squadron. Major 
Bob Batt, after a long and varied career, sailed for 
U.K. on demobilisation and to face the rigours of civilian 
life. Twenty-eight years is a long rime, but we know you'll 
settle down in your life. Good luck from all of us. Major 
Don Bond assumed command of the vast territory covered 
by our Wireless Links and feels quite at home already, 
having served here pre-war. Captain P. Smith, ex-Adjutant 
of the Regiment, whilst on tour, managed to be posted 
here; what was the attraction, the green turf soccer fields 
or the nearby golf course? 

Among the other ranks, S.S.M. Elson, " Security 
Wizard," left for U.K., and did " G" Branch heave a sigh 
of relief! -but the very high standard he set will be main
tained by Sergeant Lewis, a recent arrival from Accra . 
Sergeant Barlow (less Sergeant Allison) has departed for 
Freetown, and with so much U.G. cable there, will soon 
get settled down. Sergeant Allison has never been the same 
since. We welcome from Accra Sergeants Tabberer and 
Bowden, both ex-boys, and also Lance-Corporal Aze . . 

Our communications and equipment have been consider
ably reorganised and 19 H.P. sets at the outstations have 
replaced the 52s, and soon the 43 sets used here at the 
present will be replaced by 53 sets, just arrived from U.K. 
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In spite of conditions, the new sets have behaved magni
ficently, and our African operators have now mastered the 
intricacies of the 19 H.P. exceedingly well, and as usual are 
always thorough. They certainly know " Rhythm Morse." 
Last month the Secretary of the Nigeria Government sent 
a very excellent word of thanks for the efficient way the 
Squadron maintained R/T communications between Kaduna 
and Lagos during the Nigeria Legislative Council Assembly; 
this was no mean feat, as Kaduna is 400 miles from Lagos. 
The Signal Office has just had a complete spring-clean. 
The traffic is very heavy and the standard of operating high. 
The lines, mostly U.G., have stood up well during the rainy 
weather. At the present time P. and T. have taken o':'er 
most of them, but we still do a great amount of the mam
tenancl!. 

If not excmng, the Troops find Ii e here an extremely 
enjoyable one, and facilities for amusement are quit~ 
numerous. The beaches are always an attraction; surfing 
and swimming, and, of course, getting a tan that a Holly
wood belle would envy. Movies are plentiful, and golf is 
-0n the doorstep. Apart from the sea, the outstations live 
the same comfortable life; in addition they have .great delight 
in bargaining with the Hausa traders. Our African Troops 
all live out of camp, in the native villages, so we are having 
no feeding or accommodation problem, and having their 
wives and children with them, are extremely happy. 

The Squadron is well up to strength and the number of 
applications for re-enlistment grows from day to day, besides 
the great number of boys who wish to enlist. This includes 
all tribes, notably the Ibo, Yoruba and Hausa-there are 
certainly no recruiting difficulties. 

Our C.O., Lieutenant-Colonel C. H. Lyddon, paid us a 
visit and inspected all outstations, and saw every man in 
the Squadron, and we are now reaping the benefits of his 
advice and ideas. An inspection of this Colony takes 
approximately one month, or even more, and the methods 
of reaching the detachments varies from aircraft to train 
and car. His visit was much appreciated by all ranks, and 
all hope to see him again in the very near future. 

SIERRA LEONE AND GAMBIA SIGNAL 
SQUADRON. During April we were visited by Lieutenant
Colonel Lyddon, our C.O., from Accra, and who has now 
left us for Regimental H.Q. on the Gold Coast. Apart from 
this, little of note happened during the month. 

The monsoon is about due to break and already sunny 
days are giving way to the increasing onslaught of more 
" Manchester-like " weather. Which might please farmers 
and ducks, but certainly not Linemen P / L and Despatch 
Riders! 

H.M.S. Nigeria is due into port at time .of writing and 
various sporting .fixtures have been made-Army v. Royal 
Navy. The Squadron is well represented, especially on the 
football field. Good luck, Army! 

We deeply regret the sad death of Sergeant Woodward, 
who passed away on 5th May, 1948. He was our Radio 
Mechanic i/c TX, and was extremely popular with aU 
ranks and all Units. His presence on the sports field 
will be missed by all who knew him as a footballer and 
hockey player. The sincere sympathy of th'e ·unit is 
accorded to Sergeant Woodward's next of kin. 

Sergeant J. Hammond is still in the B.M.H., but making 
a splendid recovery. Since our last notes we have regret
fully bid adieu to Sergeant Richards, Corporal Vaughan 
and Sergeant Drury, who prefer to don the "Gent's natty 
suiting." Can't understand some people. Fancy wanting, 
I say again, wanting, to leave Freetown for the austerity life 
and utility suits that is merry England today ! A hearty 
welcome to S.S.M. Crouch, S.Q.M.S. Brown and Corporals 
Bruce and Mann, who reinforce us from Accra. 

Amateur Radio. ZDIBD is still Ham banding and await
ing Q.S.0.s from other Corps Hams. We work on 14 and 
7 Megs, chaps, so " eyes down and look in." 
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EGYPT COM1'1AND SIGNAL REGHIENT 

lUoascar 
April 

1st April has seen the amalgamation into "Egypt Com
mand Signal Regiment" of the two previous Units. 

" 2 Egypt" forms th::: nucleus of the new Unit, wh~ch 
is commanded by Lieutenant-Colonel J. C. Hardy (AdJu
tant Captain J. Hall), and consists of No. 1 Squadron 
(Moascar), commanded by Major A. W. C. Partridge, No. 
2 Squadron (Fayid), commanded by Major G. D. Meikle
john, No. 3 Squadron (Qassassin)-which is the old No. 2 
Squadron of 2 Egypt-still with Major G. Smith in com
mand, and finally, No. 4 Squadron (Port Said), under Major 
B. A. Beatt:e. 

So once more Egypt Command Signal Regiment covers 
<he Canal Zone-and a lot of sand beside. 

Lieutenant-Colonel W. A. Purser, who commanded 
" 1 Egypt," has now taken over his new duties as G.I., 
C.S.O. Branch, H.Q., B.T.E. 

With the sudden swelling of a Unit into twice its original 
size come many difficulties which are rapidly sorting them
selves out. A hearty welcome is extended to all newcomers 
and we sincerely hope they will enjoy their stay. 

R.H.Q. AND o. 1 SQUADRON. The winter season 
in Soccer has been generally successful, R.H.Q. No. 1 
Squadron team finishing top of the Garrison League. 

The Rugg:::r team has had a lot of bad luck, but 
enthusiasm still runs extremely high, and the Unit has been 
well represented in District games by Signalman Armstrong. 

The hockey team fought their way to the semi-finals, but 
unfortunately lost against the 2nd Battalion Royal Berkshire 
Regiment. Everyone is sorry to see the last of Captain 
"Jack". Angel, who is probably still hitting a hockey ball 
somewhere in U.K. 

No. 2 SQUADRON. The new Fayid Exchange opened 
on 20th March-quite a day in the lives of Nos. 5 and 150 
T.E. Troops, not to mention a large number of personnel 
of the Squadron. 

The C.S.O., Brigadier H. Bartlett, · said that he wanted 
to see the Exchange opened in a " flash," but it was pre
sumed he did not mean this literally. Admittedly during 
the first few minutes of operation there was a blaze of lights 
from the calling lamps, but this soon disappeared one~ the 
jumpers in the old Exchange were disconnected. 

The switchboard has 22 positions and has 160 junctions 
and 600 subscribers. It is operating successfully, although 
it is felt others may disagree with this statement. However, 
it is hoped this and a few teething troubles will soon 
disappear and we can get down to it. 

On 1st April our R.H.Q. disbanded and we struck off the 
" 1 " from Egypt Command Signal Regiment but retained 
our original Squadron designation of "2." 

THE STOR'-. OF TUE 1'1.\1\'X 

Our attention has been drawn to a new book, The Story 
of the Manx, by G. S. Davison. The book contains the 
story of all the Amateur and Man.x Grand Prix Races from 
the .first of the series in 1923 onwards. Much of the 
information is published for the first time, a particularly 
useful chapter being that which describes the T.T. Course 
in detail. 

G. S. Davison is the author of other books on Motorcycle 
Racing, The Story of the T.T. being well known. 

The fact that he is also, or rather was, an Officer of 
Royal Signals, T.A., has nothing to do with this note. 
The Story of the Manx is a jolly good book, and is available 
from the Editor of The T.T. Special, 106 Bri to! Road, 
Birmingham, 5, price 9/-. 
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The Wor111's Eye 

THE war wa O\'er and the Viceroy, H.E. Field Marshal 
1 count Wa\•ell, had consented to hold a Provincial 

Durbar in recognition of the war effort of the Rawalpindi 
Divi ion. Mr. Churchill was still Prime Minister and none 
of u anticipated that the march of e\'ents would make this 
the Punjab's last Viceregal Durbar. 

I had been away at Agra for a week, sele ting ob olete and 
urplus signal stores, so that the first that I knew of the 

projected D urbar was on the morning following my return 
when on an wering the telephone. I had my car blistered by 
a furious query from the Brigade Major a to whether the 
public address equipment had been installed in Topi Park, 
and if not, why not ? 

Knowing the ways of the Gilded Staff, I wisely temporised, 
and assured him that the equipment was en route. I then 
sought enlightenment from my Commanding Officer. I was 

Last 
Dur bar 
by C"APTAIX L. ~. LI.o,·n , late R oyal S ignals 

informed that a V.l.P. was visiting Rawalpindi in five days' 
time and that the equipment was to be installed in a sbamiana 
in Topi Park as soon as the floor was levelled and a concrete 
dais built, and before the .floor coverings were laid. 

Anyone familiar with Rawalpindi will realise that there is 
no building in either the city or the cantonment large enough 
to hold 1,600 durbaris, and for the occasion a sharniana or 
tented pavilion 120 yards long and 70 broad was erected in 
a glade in Topi Park to the south of Flagstaff House. 

I installed my equipment with two microphones on the 
dais and eight loudspeakers ranged round the walls. I was 
offered a supply circuit from the temporary distribution board 
installed by the local electric company, but preferred to 
install a small petrol-driven generator behind a ridge 100 
yards away. 

The whole of the floor was covered with coir matting, and 
over this at the top end of the ball and on the dais itself 
were spread magnificent carpets. Two gilded state chairs 
from Government House, Lahore, were placed on the dais 
for Their Excellencies. 

It was fortunate that I bad installed two microphones, for 
on returning for the final test after the carpets fiad been 
laid, we found that one of the cables had developed a fault. 

At the final rehearsal it was found that Area Headquarters 
had no one available who knew how to roll and break a flag, 
so the services of the Regimental Havildar Major of my unit 
were demanded. Strolling over to find out how he was 
getting on, I found that all that Area had been able to supply 
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View of a T.M.O. 
in the way of a halyard for the flagstaff was a length of D .III 
cable ! My store supplied the necessary cordage. (An 
efficient T.M.O. needs to have as large and varied reserve • 
stock as the Q.M.) 

The big event was scheduled for 5 p.m. on the 15th Octo
ber, 1945, but we had to be there from 2.30 onwards to play 
over gramophone mu ic for the delectation of the durbaris. 
Distrusting the musical taste of our " jawans," I had refrained 
from borrowing vernacular records from the 1.0.R.s' Welfare, 
and confined my repertoire to Gilbert and ullivan, waltzes 
and marches. 

Meanwhile a colourful scene was being enacted as the 
durbaris, representing the four Districts of the D ivision, 
Rawalpindi, Attock, Mianwali and Jhelum, filed into their 
places. T he civilians among them, predominently M uslims, 
were wearing long black coats, some of them edged with 
gold embroidery, over baggy white linen trousers and wit:p. 
the starched ends of their muslin pagriss, fantai led out into 
an upstanding " shamla.!' Most of the military durbaris 
were in khaki ; scattered among them were many gleams of 
colour where retired Indian officers were to be seen in all 
the glitter of pre-war full dress. These glimpses of scarlet, 
blue and gold were a welcome touch of colour in what might 
otherwise have been a somewhat drab assembly. · 

Outside a guard of honour was drawn up, consisting of 
a Company of the 2nd Battalion The King's Own Scottish 
Borderers. As the Viceroy was the King's personal repre
entative, he was entitled in India to the same honours as His 

Majesty, and as the only British Battalions who had Colours 
with them were those Regulars who bad been in India before 
t he war, this Battalion, stationed at Ranchi in Orissa, 1,600 
miles away, had to send its Company with the King's Colour 
a long journey to attend the function. 

After inspecting the guard of honour , the Viceroy entered 
the D urbar Hall, accompanied by Lady Wavell, the G over
nor of the Punjab and Lady Glancy, the Prime Minister of 
the Punjab and other Provincial Ministers, and the Com
mander, North-Western Army, and proceeded to the dais. 
After the Viceregal party were seated, the Commissioner of 
the Division, Cuthbert King, Esq., c.r.E., asked permission 
to present a number of prominent residents of the Division, 
including at least one former Provincial Premier and a num
ber of Indian soldiers of all ranks who had distinguished 
themselves in the war, including one V.C. When the presen
tations were finished, the Commissioner read a speech in 
Urdu describing the war effort of the Division, and the facts 
he quoted amply justified the Punjab's pride in its unofficial 
title, " The Sword Arm of India." 

After the· Commissioner's speech, the Viceregal Party 
passed down the central aisle, shaking hands with all the 
durbaris in the front rows, while Lady Wavell and Lady 
Glancy passed to the side to greet the women war workers. 
On returning to the dais, Lord Wavell made a speech in 
English, congratulating the Division and the Punjab 
generally on their war effort, and calling upon all Indians to 
work together for the well-being of their country. In the 
course of his speech he remarked : " When I first came to 
Rawalpindi, 38 years ago, I was a young subaltern stationed 
at Sialkot, and I decided that Rawalpindi was a place to be 
avoided, the home of Brass-Hats, and here I am,4>ack again, 
a Brass-Hat myself ! " 

An Urdu translation of the Viceroy's speech having been 
read by the Deputy Commissioner, the Durbar was declared 
closed, and the Viceregal Party left at 7 p.m. 

So ended a day long to be remembered by all who were 
present, who dispersed to their homes well content with the 
honour paid to them, but all unknowing that history had 
been made and that the Punjab had seen its last Viceregal 
Dur bar. 
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Territorial 
Ar nty 

SIGNAL REPORTI NG R EGUIENT, T.A.. 

( KENSINGTONS) 

Trade tests have been to the fore this month as we wish 
to get ourselves set up for annual camp in July. On 
Saturday and Sunday 29th and 30th May, Captain Sandys, 
Adjutant of 44 Divisional Signal Regiment, very kindly came 
and supervised tests of Operators, Clerks and Radio 
Mechanics. The following week-end a large number of 
Drivers went up to Mill Hill to No. 10 Command Work
shops, R.E.M.E., where they were tested for Driver 
Mechanics' ratings. In both tests there were only a couple 
of failures. S6 we feel that our winter train ing has achieved 
its object. 

With trade tests behind us, we a~e now concentrating on 
training by sub-units and hope to have a pre-camp try-out 
on the week-end 26th and 27th June down at Bisley. 

Saturday evening, 12th June, we had an all ranks social 
evening. The committ:::e had put in some good work and 
we all had a most enjoyable evening. This is now becoming 
a monthly event and is very popular with all ranks. 

On Monday, 24th May, the entrance of Captain Maunsell, 
our Adjutant, with a beaming face, announced the arr ival 
of another member to his family. He was doubly pleased as 
his hopes haj been fulfil led with a bonny bouncing girl, 
Penelope Judith. 

Xo. 23 (1::\"DEPE:'.\"DE1'"T) AR~IOURED BRIGADE 

SIGXAL Stll7ADR01'", T.A. 

T he Squadron has recently transferred its activities from 
Liverpool to Chester, and now occupies part of a small 
hutted camp at Lache Park Avenue. 

In consequence of our move, we have lost some of the 
old members, and we wish them luck in their new Units. 
The two remaining with us-the Devonside brothers-are 
very keen D.R.s, and even a 50-mile return trip to drills 
does not deter them. 

O.C. Squadron is Major K. Maxwell Brown, and the 
P .S.l.s are Warrant Officer II J . B. France and Sergeant H . 
Crossley-both well known in Waziristan circles before th 
war. Unfortunately we have to leave behind Sergeant H . 
Whitehouse, who was one of the original P.S.l.s when this 
Unit was formed a year ago, and we wish him all the best 
with 22 Corps Signal Regiment, T.A. 

As the Squadron is literally starting from scratch again, 
we have quite a number of vacancies for ex-Signals N.C.0.s, 
who can be given their old ranks back whilst these 
vacancies remain. 

Our first venture in this new location will be to share a 
recruiting stand with other local T.A. Signal Units at the 
Cheshire Agricultural Show on 14/15th July next. 

We should like to express our thanks for the hospitality 
shown us by 22 Corps Signal Regiment, T.A., during our 
stay at Signal House, and look forward to meeting them 
at camp in July. 

F'ROGGIE. 

THE WIRE, JULY 1948 

l\"o. 63 11.q. SIG •• AL REGIMENT, T .A. 

No. 10 AIR SUPPORT IGNAL UNIT (T.A.), EA T
LEIGH. On 12th May, after extensive building alterations 
and redecoration, the Leigh Road Drill Hall was formally 
reopened by the Mayor of Eastleigh. The occasion was 
marked by a grand dance, to which some 350 pcopl:! were 
invited and nearly 500 attended. 

Owing to the excessive numbers, there was not enough 
seats to go round, and at times one felt as though t he even
ing had become a colossal game of musical chairs. However, 
nobody seem to mind, and those who were weari~d by the 
dancing and standing had only to fight their way into the 
bar. There were no seats there, either, but neither was there 
room to fall down, and there was plenty of beer. 

Introducing the Mayor, the Officer Commanding first 
expressed h is pleasure at the big turn-out. M ajor Finney 
then drew gasps of approval with a vivid description of 
the amenities to be provided at our annual camp in July. 
The audience were simply stunned, and apparently still are, 
for none has since come forward to join up. 

The Mayor, Alderman H. A. Quilley, J.P., c .c ., traced the 
history of the Drill H all since it was built, and was delighted 
to see what a b igh t and cheerful place it had now become. 
Very sportingly, for the hall provides the only serious rival 
to his own Town H all, he wished us all success in the fu ture, 
and hoped the young men of Eastleigh would rally round 
this new and go-ahead Uni t. 

As usual, t he Corps Dance Band was in excellent form 
and d id much to make people forget their tired feet. The 
hall with its fresh, and still wet, coats of white and gre:!n 
pa~t, was well set off by t he floral decorations, tastefully 
arranged by Miss Freddie Spearpoint. In short, the even
ing was a great social success, if nothing else. At least we 
are now well known, and perhaps the tide will turn. Like 
Sergeant Wheldon, seated before his dusty stack of enrol
ment forms, we must watch and pray. 

N ext month, perhaps, we shall talk about work. 
A SSULIKET. 

26 ENGINEER GROUP SIGNAL TROOP, T.A., THE 
HUTMENTS, STRATFORD ROAD, SALISBURY. 
Everything happens to us; we've changed our name and 
we've changed our address, the new ones are as above. We 
are highly delighted with our new accommodation, three 
huts and a Nissen, as opposed to one room in someone 
else's Drill Hall. 

Recruiting has been very slow, but one more joined us 
on the first drill night in our new quarters. Welcome to 
Signalman Sydney Baskott, late Southern Command 
Sigrials. 

Training has been difficult, as so many of our numbers 
are working shifts in their civilian jobs. We plan to have 
an evening on Burcombe Ranges on 4th June, and already 
we have had one practice shoot. 

We hope that those who could not get up to the Drill 
Hall to visit us will come and see us in our new home; we 
will be able to offer them a game of darts and maybe a bar 
will have been organised by then. 

Congratulations to our Second-in-Command, Lieutenant 
Bob Stock, on the birth of a daughter· he has two sons as 
well. 

Farewell to Corporal Bircbley, who has had to leave us 
on taking up a Post Office appointment in Taunton. We 
hope to see him at camp in July, as he is now with 91 
A.G.R.A. Signal Squadron, part of our par ... nt Regiment. 

What a camp it should be and so far all but one is able 
to go. 
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Xo. 1/20 ( .M.) AR:}fY IGNAL HEGHIENT, T.A. 

Our Annual Camp for which we worked hard and 
planned with fingers crossed is over and fa t receding into 
tht land of happy memories. From the afternoon of 15th 
May to midday on the 23rd there wasn t a dull moment. 
The Commanding Officer Lieutenant-Colonel D . G. 
Collin , M.B.E., T.D. addressed the troops on the first 
parade ai:id told them what was expected. His expectations 
were realised to the full. We have a goo::! bunch of fellows 
here and no pa sengers. Perhaps it eems a little unu ual 
to. ho!? Annual Camp on one s own ground instead of 
m1gratmg to ome distant field with a load of canvas. 
Nevertheless, the work carried out at this Camp at Cates
well House wa~ very necessary and will prove to be of the 
?reate t :alue m our future activitie . o time was Jost 
m travellm? and by 1'.1id-afternoon on Saturday, 15th May, 
~vork was m full swmg. During the week the following 
iobs w~re c<;>mpleted: Breast route erected, Underground 
cable la~d, Signal Office, Telephone Exchanges, Teleprinter 
and W.ireless Rooms fitted up. Corporal Dennis and six 
energeac men from Pocklington carried out a real blitz on 
the whole area. They removed weeds, constructed paths and 
cleared the accumulated scrap of the war years with great 
?Usto and a wheelbarrow. We are therefore well advanced 
m our preparations for the training "set-up" against the 
day when the National Servicemen arrive. 

.The Camp routine was the old familiar one complete 
with <?rderly Buffs. One . rather missed running round the 
tents rn bare feet at reveille but on this occasion we were 
able to accommodate everyone in the house or buts. 

Crack. of dawn was fixed at 0645 hours. From 0700 to 
071 5 Lieutenant A E. Rogers pushed officers and men 
around as P.T. officer. Even Bob Barlow turned out once. 

His creaking mu des thereafter kept him awake at night 
and most of the day. (I'll say it first.) 

Musketry at Kingsbury Ranges took place on Wednes
day, 19th May, and produced some devastating remarks 
a~ut the aperture s~ght on th~ No. 4 rifle as compared 
with the old V backs1ght to which many of us had become 
accustomed. Searching for the correct target through the 
hole lost many valuable seconds in the rapid practice. Tips 
from experts. are welcomed. Highest scores were made by: 
qfficers, Maior J . F. Timings, M.B.E.; other ranks CT.A) 
Signalman H. King. 

These ~xpert gunmen received silver cups from the 
C::ommandmg Officer on the Dispersal parade. An even 
h~gber scorer was S.S.M. N. Jones (P.S.I.). The introduc
tion of a wooden spoon must not be overlooked. Alas 
many of us need no incentive to qualify for this coveted 
trophy. 

After the shooting, a Wireless and Line communication 
ch~me sen~ us along some of those lovely roads in the 

Wh1tacre-F1l1ongley-Meriden district in perfect weather. 
The C.S:O. Northern Command, Brigadier C. Childs, 

C.B.E., p~1d us a visit on Thursday, 20th. He was 
agreeably. 1mpresse~ with all he saw and noted particularly 
the genume enthusiasm of all members of the unit. 

The C.S.O. was accompanied on bis tour of inspection by 
~lone! P. H. Keeling, .M.C., our Honorary Colonel and 
L~eute~ant-Colonel A. J. Masterson, D .L., Secretary War-
w1cksh1re T. and A.F. Association. · 

Our hopes of goo.d messing were realised. Captain M. W. 
Taylor with the w1Z3rd support of Sergeant-Major Head 
A.C.C., p~oduced a succession of meals that would bav~ 
done cred1~ to a Torquay Hotel. Than which there is no 
g~eater praise. ~etsy, a handsome Alsatian, attended with 
~1gnalman Crom.n and entered wholeheartedly into camp 
hfe. Her enthusiasm extended to the morning P.T. with 
unfortunate res0ts for Captain J. W. Swinnerton's running 
shorts. The Unit was " At Home " on Saturday afternoon, 

front row (loft to riaht)· Ca . T . THE OFFICERS 
C B E M ptaon . A. Baynes, Maior E. R. Price, Colon•I p H Kee ling M C L" C I 

. .. a1or J. F, Timine•. M.B.E., Captain ( Q. M. ) R. F. Barlow. Back ro;, ( l~ft to rl~ht )". Ca o e~ tejn a~ o onel D. G. Collins, M. B.E., Brigad ier C. Chi ld s, 
Taylor, Captain P. R. Hoski ns, Capta in B .. H. ~:~·~sf~rd . Swinner ton, Lieutenan t G. Cutler, Ca ptain M. W . 
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Major Price and wireless fans demonstrate mast.erection in miniature 

22nd May and many people availed themselves of the 
opportunity to find out what the Signals do. A number of 
old friends, ex-Signals types, looked in and several found 
that their " joining resistance " was weakening a little. We 
may see them in battle dress again yet. 

Signalman Sheldon was M.C. at the Regimental Dance 
in the Drill Hall on Saturday evening. It was to be expected 
that a gathering of old sweats like this would produce a 
little "gripping." Tales of Dunkirk, Algiers, Cassino, 
Burma and especially India gained a little with each telling 
but when the Quartermaster declared that during a storm 
in the Indian Ocean, the captain of the ship, having climbed 
half way up an enormous wave decided to turn round and 
go down again, the resulting raspberries would have filled 
a large basket. 

COMPILATIO~ OF " \VlllE .. C.01\"TRI"BUTIONS 

While we expect to find amongst our future contributors 
many who are acquainted with the layout requirements of 
copy, we hope that lack of experience will not deter others 
from submitting material for publication. The following 
suggestions are therefore published as a guide to would-be 
correspondents : -

1. Show name of Unit, full address and date of writing, at 
the head of Notes. 

2. \Vrite Sports Notes on separate sheets and not inter
spersed among other items. 

3. Type all Notes with an open space between the lines. 
This allows room for editing the copy and facilitates 
the printer's work. 

4. When Notes are duplicated, the top (and most legible) 
set should be forwarded for use. Faint and blurred 
sheets often have to be retyped in fairness to the 
compositor. 

5. Use simple language and write concisely. Involved 
and incomprehensible sentences should be avoided. 

6. Be careful in the spelling of names, whether of persons 
or places-particularly if they are of foreign origin. 

7. Avoid all unnecessary use of quotation signs (" ") 
and other punctuation marks. 

8. Set out Sporting detai ls in a methodical manner. 
9. The use of nom de plumes is permissible, but all con

tributions should be endorsed with the full number, 
rank and name of •the contributor, not necessarily for 
publication, but as an indication of good faith only. 

10. No notice is taken of anonymous contributions. Con· 
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Some of the M.T. types 

The last day of Camp was Sunday, 23rd May. A short 
service was held in the Drill Hall, after which stores were 
returned and kits packed. The C.O. took the final parade 
and congratulated the Regiment on a good show. 

Much credit for the success of our first camp must go 
to Captain T. W. Baynes, Adjutant, and his permanent 
staff. Modesty forbids mention of the activities of the 
Quartermaster. Or does it? It rained all day on Sunday 
and we dispersed in a downpour. Nobody cared. It had 
been a very interesting and enjoyable eight days. 

Stop Press : Granted Provisional Rank of Corporal, 
Signalmen J . R. Sheldon and H. King, 31/5/48. Appointed 
Lance-Corporal, Signalman P. H . Vane, 31 /5/48. 

BARLEUX 

tributions should be endorsed preferably by an 
officer of the Unit. 

11. " Copy" should be despatched in time to reach the 
Editor by the 16th of the month. "Copy" received 
after that date will normally be held over for insertion 
in the following month's publication. 

12. Photographic illustrations, cartoons and humorous 
sketches are particularly desirable, but as block
making is a highly technical proces the following 
points should be strictly observed: -

(a) Photographs for reproduction should be clear in every 
detail, free from heavy shadows, and adaptable for 
enlargement or reduction as circumstances neces itate. 

(b) Prints only are required-not negatives-and indifferent 
pictures should not be submitted. 

(c) Avoid the us~ of clips or pins for fastening photographs 
to contributions. The resultant mutilation frequently 
renders the picture unfit for blockmaking purposes. 

(d) Diagrams, cartoons and sketches must be drawn in 
Indian ink on good quality paper. 

(e) Coloured ink drawings cannot be utili ed. 
(f) All "lettering" "captions," etc., should be printed 

legibly, and in proportion to the size of the ctr.awing. 
13. In order to obtain uniformity of style throughout the 

magazine, all abbreviations should be studiou ly 
avoided, and when reference is made to date 
correspondents should place the figure before the 
month, and spell t he latter out in full. 

It would greatly facilitate the work of this office, and the 
printing staff, if contributors would very kindly note the 
above hints when preparing Notes for publicatio11. 

lll 



:Hst (IO IXFA::\'TJU. DH"ISJOXAI. SIGNAL 

R GDIEXT~ T.A. 

Early in May the Adjurant and Quartermaster made a 
trip to Barry to attend a conference about our annual camp. 
\'fe are to ·be at Barry from 17th to 24th July. If the 
hoi e of Yenue had b~en left to u we could have chosen 

a much more salubrious spot. Howe\·er I have no doubt 
that Dundee hold manv attraction-. 

Two Yer · welcome visitors to R.H.Q. have been Captain 
Q.M.) " Tich" Kilford and Lieutenant-Colonel Crawford 

from 60 H .Q. ignal Regiment T.A. No. 3 Squadron was 
under 60 H.Q. Signal Regiment, T.A., when they were 
26 Independent Infantry Brigade Signal Squadron. 

On the week-end 15th/16th May, Major D. M. B. 
Edwards and the Adjutant, Captain D. H. Freeland, 
attended exercise "Thunder" ac Gleneagles. The exercise 
was run by the Divisional Commander and was a great 
gathering of more than 100 T.A. officers of the Division. 
Training included a very interesting lecture on " Modern 
Developments," by Professor F. J. M. Stratton D.s.o., O.B.E., 
T.D., F.R.S., Deputy Scientific Advi er to the Army Council, 
and an address by Major-General R. K. Arbuthnot, c.B., 
c.B.E., D.s.o., M.C., Chief of Staff Scottish Command. The 
reports brought back by the Adjutant on the "amenities" 
of Gleneagles, in particular liquid refreshment, made us all 
\·ery envious. 

The highlight of the whole month was exercise " Kickoff." 
This was our own Officers' week-end exercise, held on 
22nd/ 23rd May at the Tor-na-Coille Hotel, Banchory. 
Among those who attended the exercise were Colonel E. B. 
Reid, O.B.E., T.D., Hon. Colonel, the C.O., the Adjutant, 
Major A. H. Reid, Captains C. E. Smith, M.B.E., G. D. G. 
Mackinnon, J. B. Stewart and J. D. Hillman, Lieutenants 
J. M. Wotberspoon, J. K. Lamb and J. M. Moonie. The 
Divisional Command was represented by Major Stevenson, 
S.O., Royal Signals Highland District. We very much 
missed the C.S.O., who was unable to attend at the last 
minuce owing to illness. We have since heard that he has 
made a rapid recovery. The exercise covered many problems 
of a Divisional Signal Regiment, and during the long light 
of Saturda evening we managed to fit in a golf competi
tion. We all consider "that the Adjutant's handicap should 
be considerably lowere:i. On the " short twelfth " he did a 
magnificent " in off" from an adjacent roof, to be down 
in two! The competition was won by Major Stevenson and 

Somo o~ the oflictrs who attendod Exorcise Kickoff. Left to right : 
Sttond-Loeutenant J. M. Moon!., M.M .. Captain Charle• Smi th, M.B.E., 
Captain ( O.M. l Jack Hillman, Major H. E. B. Reid, T.O .• ·Colonel E. B. 
R_eod, O.B.E.. T.O.. Lieutenant-Colonel T. P. E. Murray, 0 .8.E., T.0., 
Loeuttnant Ktnntth Lamb, Captain J. B. Stewart •nd Captain Gordon 

M1cKinnon 

214 

the Adjutant. The Hon. Colonel and the C.0. presented 
prizes. The exercise will be remembered as our first Officers' 
week-end exercise since 1939, and we only wish that more 
of those who had b::en with us then were with us now. 

Since last going to press we have been joined by Gordon 
B. Kirkland at No. 3 Squadron (Dundee). During the war 
he wa commissioned from 150 O.C.T.U. Royal Signals, 
after which he served in Paiforce and G .H.Q. M.E.F., before 
being released in 1946. He is a very welcome additional 
to the Squadron and we trust he will spend many happy 
vears with us. 
- In Stirling, as in Aberdeen, No. 2 Squadron have been 
recruiting slowly b:.1t Su.rely and have now formed a very 
cre::litab!e nucleus for future training. The men's canteen 
i ever increasing in popularity and tea and buns seem to 
b! the order of the day. Since last month we have got our 
Sergea!1ts' Mess going again and the old place is certainly 
looking very smart. 

Our foundation has now been firmly re-set by the arrival 
of a portrait of H is Majesty the K ing, which he bas been 
graciously please::! to sign for us. We are very grateful to 
His Majesty for this kind gesture and trust that we shall 
always be worthy of it. 

SCOTTY. 

43rd (WESSl&X) INFANTRY DIVISIONAL 

SIGNAL REGIME.NT, T.A. 

R.H.O. AND H.Q. SQUADRON. The following letter 
was forwarded to Brigadier W. A. Scott, C.B.E., Chief Signal 
Officer, Southern Command: 

Dear Brigadier,-This is to say how delighted all Officers 
and Other Ranks of this Unit were to read in the paper of 
your appoinment as Director of Signals, with effect from 
next December, and to ask you to accept my congratulations 
on behalf of all the Unit on that appointment: 

With kind regards, 

Yours sincerely, 

W. F. B. NOTT, 
Lieutenant-Colonel, Royal Signals, 

C. R. Signals, 43 (Wessex) Infantry Division, T.A. 

The West of England really had its largest T.A. function 

> ..... 
Left to right: Ca ptain F. Turton, Royal Signals, Miss J. jucker, Major 
R. Harvey, Roy•I Signals, Lieutenant-Colonel W. F. B. Nott, C. R. Signals, 
Mrs. R. Harvey, Captain J. Ann•, Roya l Signals, Major P. C. Williams, Royal 

Signals, Mrs. P. C. W illiams 
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on 14th May, when the Territorial Army Officers' Ball was 
held in Taunton. 

Over 400 guests attended, including Admiral of the Fleet 
Sir James Somerville, G.C.B., G.B.E., D.S.O., Lord Lieutenant 
of Somerset. 

The Dance Band of Royal Corps of Signals played during 
the evening. 

Parties were brought by Brigadier W. A. Scott, C.B.E., 
C.S.0., Southern Command, Brigadier Ralph Rayner, O.B.E., 

M.P., Hon. Colonel, 43 (Wessex) Infantry Divisional Signal 
Regiment, T.A., Lieutenant-Colonel W. F . B. Nott 
C. R. Signals, 43 (Wessex) Infantry Division, T.A. 

No. 1 SQUADRON, EXETER, DEVON. We in this 
Squadron are most fortunate in having quite a good club 
(and i understand improvements are about to be carried 
out) and we have passer many pleasant hours at our full-size 
billiard table. Thanks to our Officers and P.S.I., and good 
co-operation with our Devon Territorial Association, the 
welfare of this Unit has been given the highest priority 
wherever possible. 

The Squadron is going to put in a special effort in 
connection with our annual camp at Fremington on 24th 
July. Seeing so much is at stake where recruiting is con
cerned, we are hoping this will be the best camp ever, and 
we hope the lads will spread the news so that we may 
increase our Unit strength at least twofold. 

Training is in full swing and several of our O .W.L.s have 
attended up to as much as five nights a week in preparation 
for the Trade Test Board being held here on 19th June. 

Our objective on Sunday, 30th May, was the Range at 
Starcross (a delightful little spot nearby), and the results 
were, I understand, " most encouraging." Given a helping 
hand from our instructors, R.S.M. Bainbridge, R.S.M. Haye 
and C.S.M. Taylor, we were encouraged to "Have a go." 
Here are the final scores: -Officers: Jointly first, Major G . 
S. Dalton (0.C.) and Major (Q.M.) F. F. West, M.M., with 
the score of 82 points. Other ranks: First, Lance-Corporal 
Roberts, 78 points; second, Sergeant Pauley, 77 point , 
H.P.S. in each case 85. 

The winner of the Officers' Competition was again our 
O.C., Major G. S. Dalton, with a possible core, and 
Signalman Vince won the Other Rank ' Competition also 
with a po sible. 

" If only the rest of 'em could shoor like us operators "! 
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Xo. 15 A.A. (lU) SIGNAL REGOIEI\"T, T.A. 

\1(7e have just completed 15 days in camp at Langham, 
Norfolk. About 180 men and A.T.S. were under canvas 
in weather which varied from brilliant sunshine to con
tinuous heavy rain and howling gales. 

After a bright start, the weather reall)'. did its wc:irst for 
the remainder of the first week! Marquees bousmg the 
A.T.S. developed leaks, and personnel spent much of their 
spare time moving their goods and chattels from the wet 
spots in which they were situated into fresh ~ spots, 
which very soon became wet spots! The crowmng catas
trophe, however, was when the Orderly Room marquee blew 
down. (This, curiously enough, was considered to be very 
funny by certain low elements among the Squadron 
Officers!) 

Personnel soon became hardened, however, and by the 
end of the first week would not have been unduly shaken 
had a hurricane appeared around the corner. 

The main effort on the training side was concentrated on 
individual training, and, in spite of many difficulties, large 
numbers of personnel succeeded in passing their trade tests 
before the end of camp. 

Social activities were easily organised as large stores of 
latent talent were found among the Squadron personnel, 
who produced finally a very entertaining concert on a most 
imposing stage made of materials as to whose origin no 
questions were asked. 

Generally speaking, the camp ha been a great success, 
and it has been most interesting to see Squadron personnel 
from Newcastle (36), Leeds (37), Rotherham (38), Notting
ham (39) and Birmingham (40) mixing together with a will 
under very difficult conditions. 

The morale of the whole Unit has been excellent. ext 
year it is hoped that a very much larger number of personnel 
~vill be attending the camp, and, to this end it i also hoped 
that the Regiment w;ll be rec~iving a large num r of 
recruits in the months following. 

O'"EZ ! O ' "EZ ! O'"EZ ! 

Have you heard of MO HI? ? ? ? 
Read all about it in the Aug..:st number! 
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Beue/1 ig11als 

II-Bay .... 4.1111iversary 

ON ~he Continental Departures indicator at Victoria 
tatJon London was a notice on 6th June, 1948. 

It read: 
Gateway to the Continent 

Train Ferry 

Through Sleeping Car Servic~ 

Weather Report: -
00 hours, light S.W. wind, slight ea 

Fine; clear vi ibility 

A few of those who remembered a very different " 6th 
June "-and a \·ery different weather report and accommoda
tion-met once again in the Captain's Cabin, Haymarket, to 
bind, grip, yarn and reminisce for an hour or two. Everyone 
was pleased to see everyone else and although officers and 
sergeants outnumbered men, not a harsh word was spoken. 

Captain J. D . Banning-Lover was unfortunately called 
away very early in the evening, but Major T. Martin and 
Captain Geoff Lugg were there to greet Jimmy Curtis, 
"Tiny" Batchelor Arthur Rainbow, Joe Lowes, "Q" 
Barton, Frank Rigby and " Pip " Reed. 

Probably the best tale of the evening came from "Q" 
Barton, who swore with a dangerous glint in his eye that 
he'd bad to pay for a lost jack-knife when demobbed. 

Everyone seemed to have news of some absent "Beach" 
Signaller, those who'd married, some who'd produced child
ren, some who'd climbed high in their particular callings and 
some who had not. We heard of one who'd sunk his "all " 
in a quarry business and, due to controls and lack of essential 
materials, had gone " bust," and how he, with his bare hands, 
was wresting a living for his family from the soil in the nature 
of a smallholding. We were very proud as we heard the 
story and chins went up a shade higher. 

We talked, too, of the days preceding D-Day, of the con
centration camps encircled with wreaths of barbed wire, and 
of those long hours of waiting. It was very amusing to recall 
the Commander's jeep driver, who with his 22 set mounted, 
started to reverse down the steep slope from the " hard " to 
the bowels of the landing ship; how he suddenly, in panic, 
plunged his foot on the accelerator and tore down the slope 
at terrific speed, missed the ramp and landed in six feet of 
water. All seemed to remember the moment as the L.C.A. 
touched down, of jumping into the "drink," and of the icy 
cold knife cut under the armpits as eyes fixed on the rendez
vous of the third breakwater. Those crowded hours of the 
first few days when food and sleep were completely forgotten. 
Of line parties who went out to lay lateral lines to flank units 
only to find the intervening villages, woods and strong points 
in enemy hands. Of the 22 set operators who, single-handed, 
worked their sets for 48 and 56 hours at a stretch, whilst 
their reliefs were digging, laying and repairing lines or man
ning machine guns. Of old so and so, who when he was 
relieved went to sleep for 15 hours and no one could wake 
him. Of those desperate nights as soon as the R.A.F. had 
returned to the U.K. when "Jerry" flew up and down the 
beaches bombing and machine gunning, and of the crack 
German infantry who pressed so hard in an endeavour to 
regain a foothold on those hard-won beaches. We thought, 
too, of the officer who, for want of a better device and lack 
of time, drove a 15 cwt. lorry hell for leather up and down 
a minefield with the mines bursting in his train, to clear an 
area for his transport. 

Time just flew, questions " arrowed " across with lighming 
(continued on page 218) 
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THE SIGNALS ASSOCIATION OF 

THE ROYAL CORPS OF SIGNALS 

Headq uarters: 88 Eccleston Square, London, S .W .l 
( T el : Victoria 9194) 

D uring the month of May, 1948, 81 appeals were dealt 
with, the expenditure amounting to £508 ls. 6d. 

Benevolent Fund 
Donations Received for the Fund 

Army Signal School, Middle East 
30 Corps District Signals and 14 A. F.S. 

(disbanded) 
11 A.F.S. (67 Wing Signal Troop) 
15 A.F.S. (disbanded) 
Guards Divisional Signal Regiment (dis

banded) 
No. 1 Training Regiment (W.O.s' and 

Sergeants' Mess) 
Eastern Command Signal Regiment (Offi

cers' Mess) 
West Africa Signal Regiment (Officers' 

Mess) 
Thames Estuary and East Anglian Coast 

Troop 
Royal Signals Corps Fund 
Mr. T . W . Forse . . . 
Mr. L. J . Jennings .. . 

£ s. d . 
168 0 4 

761 3 10 
1 0 0 

140 0 0 

607 6 4 

1 3 8 

2 14 0 

20 18 ·o 

12 6 
130 17 0 

11 0 
6 0 

Total receipts £ 1,834 12 8 

Summary of Grants Disbursed 
No. of Amount 

Purpose Cases £ s. d. 
General assistance 26 127 3 0 
Rent, rates and insurance 3 27 10 0 
Cots and prams . .. 14 78 10 0 
Beds and bedding 5 35 0 0 
Furniture .. . 4 21 10 0 
Clothing ... 5 22 0 0 
Hospital and doctors' fees 9 58 2 6 
Convalescence .. . 6 37 1 0 
Surgical appliance 1 10 0 0 
Fares .. . 2 3 15 0 
Dentures ... 1 20 0 0 
Rehabilitation 3 47 10 0 
Funeral 1 10 0 0 
Removal 10 0 0 

Totals ... 81 £508 6 

Analysis 
Discharged or released soldiers, 63; families of soldiers 

serving in U.K., 8; B.A.O.R., 3; M.E.L.F., 2; East Africa, 1. 
Widows of deceased soldiers, 4. 

Old Comrades' Association 
New members registered through this Headquarters during 

the month of May, 1948: 
Life 27 
Annual 92 
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SIGNALS ASSOCIATION 

Branch Notes 

Blrmingflam 

I dare not risk leaving these notes until after the branch 
outing to Olympia on 12th June because something is sure 
to interfere with my last-minute effort. Something always 
does. When we met at the Crown Hotel, Broad Street, on 
Thursday, 27th May, which, you will be astonished to learn, 
was the last Thursday in the month, I was intrigued by a 
little clique of large gentlemen in one corner of the room. 
Some of them were large in a vertical sense but quite a few 
were large in most directions, chiefly left to right. One, 
even larger, proved to be Mr. Harry Poole, who, surrounded 
by friends, was living again those bad old days of 1914 when 
motor cyclists were decked out in corporals' chevrons on the 
day they enlisted. One wonders what would happen to a 
1914 Douglas twin if Mr. Harry Poole sat on one today. 
We sincerely hope that Harry will not be content with ju.st 
one visit to our monthly gathering. The last Thursday m 
the month, remember. We are always glad to see old friends. 
The ruder we are the more we love 'em. 

I made some notes at the committee meeting but of course 
I have lost them. However, all goes well and the branch is 
ticking over nicely. We really think the Bristol Branch have 
got something in their proposal to drink a noggin at an 
arranged half-way house. It is something to be dealt with 
before the summer is over. If there is to be a summer. We 
mustn't expect one every year. It is a pity I can't tell you 
about the trip to the Royal Tournameat today, but if someone 
will use his camera on the journey there maybe a picture for 
you next time. Several cases of refreshment w~l be ~aken 
on board at never mind where, and haversack ranons will be 
consumed somewhere along the route. Long fair periods 
have been arranged for, also dinner on the return journey. 
This is going to be a good day out. Are you sorry you are 
not coming? You'll let me know on 13th June ? Perhaps 
you are right. We will see. A few more subscribers to THE 
WIRE have been found from the branch but we want more 
yet if the magazine is to survive. Perhaps it needs_ a roving 
reporter in addition to the news gathered by special corre
spondents. We don't get enough good poetry, do we ? Shall 
I say my piece ? 

Ten little puppy dogs straining on a line, 
Ten dogs can pull a sledge. Canine ? 

See what I mean ? It makes you wonder how THE \X IRE 
lives at all. 

Uncle Ralph: Listen, "Barleux." This doesn't have any
thing to do with the Birmingham Branch . 

Me: No, you're right. Let's get back to Broad Street. 
Very soon we shall be making plans for the annual dinner, 
due to take place at Cateswell House Drill Hall on 2nd 
October. Keep this date open and look out for further 
information. 

Did I ever tell you about Hank's visit to American H ad
quarters in Algiers and what befell him there ? Remind me 
to forget about this. Hank might be a WIRE reader, anyway. 
There were several other things I had intended to talk about 
but these must be held over for the following reason : -
(a), (b) and (c). There was also a (d). It was cancelled at 
the eleventh hour. What a small world. 

1•ortsn1oufh 

The Portsmouth Branch of the Royal Signals Old Com
rades' Association which came into being on 29th May, 1948, 
under rhe directi~n of Major G . Gould, Royal Signal , ha 
made a start which augurs well for the future. 

After such a short life, the Association made it fir t 
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Messrs. Moore, Butt, Scott, Gordon and Millington at the Association pande 
on D-day anniversary, 1948 

parade and appearance in public on no less an occasion t?an 
the unveiling of a memorial plaque at Southsea by F1eld 
Marshal Viscount Montgomery on the fourth anniversary 
of D-Day. 

Portsmouth Branch of the Royal Signals O.C.A. was ably 
represented by Messrs. Moore, Butt, Scott, Gorden and 
Millington. The first-named bad the honour of bearing the 
Association standard on this initial occasion. 

All three Services were represented at the ceremony, 
together with representatives of the various Old Comrades' 
Associations and contingents from the services of our 
American and French Allies. 

The parade of Old Comrades, notably strengthened b)'. a 
number of Old Contemptibles, made a colourful party with 
the individual standards borne by the different branches. 

Field Marshal Montgomery honoured the Old Comrades 
by passing along their ranks at the end of the ceremony 
and by exchanging a few words with individuals as he did so. 

The occasion ended with a march past of the Regular 
units, thus ending a notable day. 

A hearty and warm welcome is extended to all ex-Royal 
Signals personnel who wish to join the local branch. En
quiries should be addressed to Captain \YI. Challen, 3 la 
Cedar Grove, Copnor; alternatively, turn up at 8 o.m. on the 
first or third Thursday of any month at the RE. Old Ser
geants' Mess, Mildam Barracks, Porrsmouth. 

BARLEUX 

Bristol 

The past month has been fairly quiet as far as branch 
activities go, apart from our normal monthly meeting, whi~h 
once a<>ain attracted a goodly number of members despne 
what d:ust have been strong counter-attractions considering 
the very fine weather prevailing. 

The Committee have been very busy behind the scenes, 
however and final arrangements are now compl te for the 
annual ~uting and the annual dinner. As I have previously 
mentioned in these notes, we had hoped to combine an outing 
with Birmingham Branch but this wa found to be imprac
ticable this year; nevertheless, the Bristol Branch will be off 
to Symonds Yat on 10th July, and we are promi~ed a fresh 
salmon tea at Mitcheldean. It sounds very attracuve ! The 
annual dinner is fixed for 13th November at the Grand Hotel, 
Bristol, and, despite the name of the hotel i to be strictly 
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informal. Variou · arrangements have made it possible to 
fix an e}..tremely low charge for members and we are assured 
of good food, good drink and good company at what app~rs 
to be a \'ery nominal charge. I hall be mentioning more 
about the dinner in the months to come. 

The kittling fraternity have also been busy and are now 
('Toing into rrict training for the winter season. The horr.e 
alley is at the " Old Crown," Broad \Xleir Bristol, and I trust 
that I shall have plenty of home and away victories to report 
in the coming months. 

The ranks of the Committee have once again been reduced 
by the departure of Mr. E. G. J. Stephens. He has followed 

1.r. B. E. Barr to Cornwall and we are very sorry to see him 
go. However, we wish him all the best of luck in his new 
ventur . 

I will end this month's short notes with a reminder that 
the ne21.1: meetings will be held on 9th July and 13th August 
(notice the lack of superstition in the branch! ). All the best 
from Bristol until ne>..1: month. 

D. P.]. H. 

Searbo•·ou!!h 

carborough Branch annual general meeting and dinner 
were held at the alisbury Hotel on 1st June. The address 
of welcome was made by Captain . Hunt, Royal Signals, 
and presidential address by Major F . Mansfield, Royal 
Signals. The dinner and meeting were followed by a social 
evening. The wine flowed freely and it was with great 
regret that the evening came to a close. A grand time was 
had by all. 

Election of the branch committee for the year 1948-49 
resulted as follows: -Chairman, Captain . Hunt, Royal 
Signals; vice-chairman, Mr. J. Newman; secretary, Mr. F. 
J Kelly; ass1stant secretary Mr. W. Carter; treasurer, Mr. 
C. Ginders; members, Mr. Groves (Employment Officer), 
Mr. E. Whittaker (Welfare), Mr. McDonald (Entertain
ments), Mr. Cooper and Mr. Maylin. 

The committee are meeting weekly and an ambitious 
programme of social events has been arranged. 

Congratulations are tendered to Mr. and Mrs. W. Carter 
(Walter, lead me to the altar) on the commencement of their 
journey in double harness, also to Mr. and Mrs. G. Picton, 
a new arrival (Lineman or Teleprinter Op. (A.T.S.), 
George?). And to Mr. and Mrs. Wallace, a son (A.C.C. 
vacancy required, Nellie ? ). 

Teddy Whittaker, of this branch, would like to contact 
3053538 Sergeant McLaughlin, ex-" J" Section Egypt Sig
nals. Write Teddy at Durham Street, Scarbor;ugh. 

R.Q.M.S. Reece, on holiday in Scarborough, very bronzed 
and looking fit, would like to contact ex-members London 
District Signals, particularly Bill Bailey. Write Secretarv, 
Leeds Branch, O.C.A. -

Beach Signals-D-Day Anniversary 

(continued from page 2r6) 

rapidity, there. was so much to remember, memories just 
flooded d<;>wn m those few precious hours we enjoyed in our 
remembering. 

Hopes were expressed that .a larger reunion could perhaps 
be an:anged for next year, with perhaps an interim meeting 
lat~ m the year. Geoff Lugg again kindly undertook the 
duucs of corresponding member. His address is: -Captain 
G . N. Lugg, Rowley Cottage, Ilford, Bath. 

Although _6th J ~ne comes and goes so quickly and is soon 
forgotten, fnc~dships s~ch as were found in "Beach Signals" 
arc not so easily set aside, as we drank a toast to " Absent 
comrades." 
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SPORTS 
NOTES 

Hockey 

For the second successive season the Corps XI has com
pleted its fixture list without a defeat. Followers of hockey, 
when considering the opposition met and the high standard 
of play involved, will realise that this has been no mean 
accomplishment. Of the 9 matches played, 7 were won and 
2 drawn. 

The outstanding feature of the season's games has been the 
fine team spirit which developed from the very first game. 
Ably led by Major K. M. Evans, who had seven of the 
previous season's side available, namely Captain J . I. Parkin
son, Captain R. 0. Edwards, Captain N. Gordon, Lieutenant 
A. G. Smith, Lieutenant R. 0 . Cant, S.Q.M.S. A. J. Langley 
and Lance-Corporal W. J. Gibbons, the team developed into 
a powerful one which produced a high standard of hockey. 

With the introduction of Cadet Officers P. E. G. Ashworth 
and J. P. Taylor into the side, we had some young blood for 
the first time, the previous season's team having been w~ll 
over the 30 mark. Lieutenant Cant was moved from for
ward to the left back berth and quickly made this position 
his own, while S.Q.M.S. W. S. Morris ablv filled the role 
of goalkeeper. · 

One of the most enjoyable matches of the season was that 
against R.M.A.S., Camberley. Youth was very much on the 
side of our hosts and their speed and energy, combined with 
some extremely clever stick work, was a pleasure to watch. 
However, experience was to triumph in the end, and after 
some 50 minutes of exciting play, when the score stood at 
1-1, the Corps gained the ascendancy and scored three 
brilliant goals to clinch the game. A spectator's comment 
was that it was a pity that either side should lose a game of 
such high-class hockey which had proved so enjoyable to 
players and a large crowd of spectators alike. 

Closely following the Camberley match for a pleasant 
game was that against the Royal Artillery, played at Wool
wich. This was a hotly contested affair between two well
balanced sides, and until the last 15 minutes was anybody's 
game. Once again the staying power and experience of the 
Corps team was the deciding factor but the inside-forwards 
had an off day when it came to finishing off. This saved the 
Gunners time and again in the closing stages, and the Corps 
had to be satisfied with a 1-0 victory. 

Two matches were played in Scotland, against Watsonians 
at Edinburgh, where the result was a 3-3 draw after the 
home side had gained a 3-1 lead, and at St. Andrews where 
the University were bea~en 4-1. The visits were' much 
appreciated by the clubs concerned and the standard of 
hockey was such that the Scottish Hockey Association are 
most keen that the Corps XI should make a tour of the 
hockey centres of Scotland next season and thus give a fillip 
to the game in that country. 

The season was to have wound up with a match at 
Catterick between the Corps XI and a Yorkshire Selected XI 
but the county players had to withdraw at the last minute~ 
R.A.C. (Catterick District) sportingly stepped into the breach 
and put up a good show, but, like a number of sides had 
done during the season, succumbed to the onslaught of the 
Corps in the last 15 minutes. 

Some of the outstanding features of the season have been 
the inspiring leadership of the team captain, Major K. M. 
Evans, the consistent form of Captain J. I. Parkinson, Captain 
N. G?rd~n and L:1nce-Corpora.l Gibbons, the goal-producing 
combmauon of Lieutenant Smith and Captain Edwards, and 
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the way in which the young members of the side, Officer 
Catlets Ashworth and Taylor, settled down in the side. 
Lieutenant Smith gained international honours, being selected 
for Scotland in each of that country's fixtures, and Major 
Evans, Captain Gordon, Lieutenant Cant and Officer Cadet 
Ashworth gained places in the Northern Command side. 

T he awards of colours have been made as follows: -
Corps Colours: Major K. M. Evans, Captain J. I. Parkin

son, Captain R. 0. Edwards, Captain N. Gordon, Lieutenant 
A. G. Smith, S.Q.M.S. A. J. Langley and Lance-Corporal 
W. J. Gibbons. 

Royal Signals, Catterick, Colours: Lieutenant R. 0. Cant, 
Lieutenant R. Line, Officer Cadets P . E. G. Ashworth and 
J. P. Taylor, and S.Q.M.S. W. S. Morris. 

The secretaryship of the Hockey Committee has been 
taken over from Lieutenant Cant by Captain F. Barton, Royal 
Signals 0 .C.T.U., Catterick Camp. Some seven members of 
the present Corps XI proceed overseas in the near future 
and if the standard of play is to be maintained and fixtures 
retained it is very necessary that no potential Corps players 
be overlooked. Trials for the coming season will take place 
at an early date so all who are desirous of a trial should 
communicate through their Regiments with the Secretary as 
early as possible. 

Rernlts of Corps Fixtures, 1947-48 
v. Manchester University at Manchester 
v . R.A.O.C. at Feltham 
v. R.A.S.C. at Aldershot 
v . R.A.M.C. at Crookham 
v . Royal Artillery at Woolwich 
v. R.M.A.S. at Camberley .. : 
v . Watsonians at Edinburgh 
v. St. Andrew's University at St. Andrews . . . 
v. R.A.C. (Catterick District) at Catterick .. . 

t:ricket 

Won 3-1 
Won 5-2 
Drew 0-0 
Won 9-0 
Won 1-0 
Won 
Drew 
Won 
Won 

4-1 
3-3 
4-1 
7-1 

ROYAL ENGINEERS v. ROYAL SIGNALS 
At Ripon, 4th/ 5th June 

T he 1948 cricket season opened with a Corps match 
against the Royal Engineers at Ripon on 4th/ 5th June, which 
was drawn. . The day was windy and the pitch slow when 
Royal Signals opened the innings. After a weak start, with 
the score at 4 for 29, Captain N . C. Porter joined Officer 
Cadet N. M. Hall and the score moved steadily along to 61, 
at which total Porter was run out. 

Major K. N . Evans and Major B. R. M. Hayles then took 
over the partnership with Hall and raised the score to 97 
before both fell to catches by the wicket-keeper, Perkins who 
did well to hold the ball with a strong wind blowing across 
the ground. The innings closed for 122. Sharpe, who wa 
swinging the ball well was the most successful bowler, taking 
5 wickets for 31 runs. 

Royal Engineers a1so opened shakily against an accl.trate 
attack and were 4 for 29, their first three batsmen falling 
lbw to the swinging ball. Cockett and Harris finally stopped 
the rot. and, playing carefully, raised the score to 72 before 
Cockc:;t was lbw to Second-Lieutenant Squires. Harris then 
continued to score quickly and hit three 6's over the bowler 
to the short long-on boundary, but eventually fell at 124 to 
a good catch by N. Hall off Squires. 

Captain Gomm then came on, and in a good spell of lcft
arm spin bowling claimed the last 3 wickets for 14 runs, 
and the innings closed at 131. 

Royal Signals then batted on a pitch which, due to rain 
and wear, was playing awkwardly.; they had to mak every 
run possible against keen bowling. Captain Gomm made a 
steady 37 runs before being bowled by Sharpe; Hall and 
Porter added 27, mainly by firm drives, taking the score -to 
90. Lee then carried on and, batting very well, took the 
score to 118 before being well caught for 17. Sharpe bowled 

THE WIRE, JULY 1948 

medium-pac..:<l spinners very well and was again the most 
successful R.E. bowler, taking 7 for 29. The innings closed 
for 120. 

T he Royal Engineers therefore required 112 runs to win 
and had 2~ hours in which to get them. Royal Signals 
opened the attack with some very accurate bowling by Captain 
Porter and Captain Pocock, and the opening pair were only 
able to score 17 runs off the first 20 overs. This put the 
side behind the clock, and after Captain Porter had bowled 
Colonel Simpson and Sears, the batsmen found that it was 
difficult to get runs quickly against the excellent fielding and 
accurate bowling. Harris had a go at Squires but was bowled 
by a spinning ball after making 12, and Royal Signals got 
right on top of the game, on a wicket which was now taking 
spin. 

Campbell and Sharpe played carefully, looking for the 
loose ball to hit, but against the excellent fielding could find 
few gaps, and the match ended at time with the Royal 
Engineers having two wickets to fall and still requiring 34 
runs. 

Captain Porter finished with 5 wickets for 30 runs, and 
Second-Lieutenant Squires 3 for 13. Good bo~ling and 
keen fielding were the immediate cause of the low scoring. 

ROYAL SIG ALS ROYAL ENGINEERS 

First Innings 

Second-Lieutenant S . Squires c 
Simpson b T agµ rt . . .. . .... .. . 

Officer Cadet J. W . Hall lbw 
b Sharpe ... ........... .. . ..... . . 

Cap:ain Gomm b Taggart .... .. 
Signal man E. Stanley c Glaskin 

b Sharpe ..... .. . ....... . ....... . 
Officer Cadet . M. Hall not 

OU l . ••••••••• . .• .• •••••• .. ••• •• •••• . 
Cap ta in '. C. Porter run out 
M aior K. M. Evans (capt.) c 

Perkins b S impson ....... .... . 
M a' or B. R . M. Hayles c 

Perkins b Sharpe ..... ..... . ... . 
Signalman T. B. Lee b Sharpe 
Second L ieutenant G . Davies b 

Sharpe .. ... . ..... .. ..... ........ . 
Captain G. D. M. Pocock c 

Sea r b Glaskin . . .. . . .... . . 
Extras 

Fir. t Innings 
F . W . Simp<;on (capt .) lbw h 

8 Porter ... ... ..... .. .. .... ....... 3 
H . P. Cunningham lbw b Porter 0 

2 L . A . Sears lbw b Pocock . . 2 
0 A. G . J . RinneU b Squires .. . 5 

J. A. Cockett lbw b Squires 25 
8 L. L. Harri c J. Hall b Squires 53 

] . M. Perkins c Davies b Gomm 21 
42 .\\. J. A . Campbell c Davies h 
19 Gomm . . .. ... . .. .. ..... . .. ... ... 0 

G . A. Sharpe c Squires h 
17 Gomm ...... . . .. .. .... . . ......... 2 

- Glaskin not out . .... . . . ... . 5 
13 K . L. Taggart b Squires . . ... . 0 
0 

2 

2 
9 Extras .. .......... 15 

Total ...... ......... 122 Total .... . .. . .... . . 131 

Sha rpe 5 for 31 , Taggart 2 for 28. 

ROYAL SIGNALS 
Second Innini;S 

Porter 2 for 26, Pocock I for 23, 
Squires ·I for 53, Gomm 3 for 14 . 

ROYAL h"NGINEERS 

Second Innings 
F. W. Simpson (capt.) b Porter 29 

I H. B. Cunningham lbw b Porter 3 
Second Lieutenant S. Squi res c 

Scars b Sharpe . . .. . .... ..... . 
L. A. Sears b Porter .. .... .. .. . . l 

-1 A. G. J. Rinncll st Porter .. .. .. 4 
37 ] . A. Cockett lbw b Squire' 0 

Officer Cadet J. \VI . H all b 
Taggart .. . .. . ............ .... .. .. . 

Captain Gomm b Sharpe .... .. 
L. L. Harris h quires . . . .. .. . . 12 

I ] . M . Perkins b Porter .... . .... 2 
,\\. J. A. Campbell b Squire 9 

Sitn~i:'::~e E .. . '.~~e~··c · ~·i·~~~~~ 
Officer Cadet ' · M . H all c 

Harris b cars . . .. . .. . . . . .. . .. . . J 
Captain > • C . Porter c Simp-

G. A. Sharpe not out ... . . .. .. 9 
- . Gia kin not out . . . . ... . .. . . 0 

son h harpe . . .. . .. . ... .. ... . . 10 
Major K. M. Evan; (capt.) b 

Sharpe .... . .. .... ...... ...... ... . 0 
Ma'or B. R . 1\!. H ayles b 

Sharpe . . .. ..... ... ... ... .. ... .. .. 10 
igrrnlman T. B. Lee c Cockett 
b Simpson .. ..... . ........ . .. . . 17 

Second Lieutenant G. Davie; 
nor out .. .. . ..... . .. ... .. .. .. . . 

Captain G. D . M. Pocock c 
Rinncll b Sharpe 2 

l:'..xtra 20 

120 

Extrns 9 

Sharpe 7 for 29, Taggart I for J. L. Tai:g;irt did not bat. 
22, ears I for 25, Simpson I for Porter 5 for 30, quires 3 for 13. 
19. 

ROYAL SIGNAL v . R.A.0. . 
At Catterick 9th June 

Royal ignals played the Royal Army Ordnan e orps at 
cricket on 9th June at Catterick and won by 125 run . 

Owing to rain, the first day's play was washed out and 
Royal Signals batted fir t on a soft pitch which gave the 
bowlers little help. Royal Signals started badly lo ing 4 
wickets' for 14 runs before Signalman Froggett, with a careful 
knock, took the shine off the ball and wung the game round 

219 



111 '1gnals' favour. Captain Porter had, by the time Froggctt 
wa~ out for 20, got hi eye in, and he and Major Evan pro
ceeded to get right on top of the bowling, and by hard hitting 
t k the core to 14 before Captain Porter was bowled for 
63, trying a mighty hit. Major Evans meanwhile had hit 
'peighc for 14 in one over and hit three 6's clean over 

the square leg boundary into the Richmond Road. The 
· ore had jumped to 174 for 7 when Major Evans was bowled 
by Milton. ignalman Lee and Second-Lieutenant G. Davies 
then concinued to score off the tired bowlers and took the 
SL re to 220. G. Davies then drove Milton for 6 to long-on 
and wa 32 not out when Royal Signals declared at 231 for 9, 
leaving the R.A.O.C. 2l hours to get the runs. 

The opening batsmen played steadily and in spite of keen 
fielding and an accurate attack, only one wicket fell in the 
fir t 40 minutes and it seemed that the R.A.O.C. might pull 
off a draw when Major Eccles, who had played a good wait
ing innings, was lbw to Squires, and the game turned in 
Royal Signals' favour. Riddy and Milton stayed for a time 
and then were both beaten by Captain Porter's off-spinner. 
Each batsman then came in to play defensive cricket, and 
Waller and Morley stayed for 20 minutes before Waller was 
bowled by Squires' leg-spinner. With anxious eyes on the 
clock the last three batsmen tried to play time out, but all 
fell to Squires' leg-spinners, which were turning considerably 
on the drying pitch. Squires finally bowled the last batsman 
at four minutes to seven. 

Captain Porter bowled 27 overs and took 6 for 42, while 
econd- Lieutenant Squires bowled 20 overs and took 4 for 41. 

ROYAL SIG ALS 
. quire lbw b Eccles .. ... .. .. 

J. \\. Hall c Jackson b Eccles 
E. tanley lbw b Jackson ...... 
K. Froggen c Milton b Spcjght 
. . M. Hall b Jackson ....... .. 

". C. Porter h S~ ight .. ..... .. 
K. M . Evan b Milton .. .. .. .. . 
T. R. Lee c Jackson b Morley 
G. Davies not out ............ . . . 
S. de Cruz lbw b Jackson ... 
G. n. M. Pocock not out ... 

Extras 

R.A.O.C. 
I Major Ecdc lbw b Squires ... 16 
8 Speight c de Cruz b Porter ... 0 
0 Riddy b Porter .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. . 20 

20 1'·1ilton lbw b Porter .. .. .... .. .. J.I 
3 Baker b Porter .. .. .. .. .. .... .. .. .. . 7 

63 Bailey c Squires b Porter ...... 5 
65 Waller b Squire .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 7 
15 i\\orley b Squires ........ .. ........ 18 
32 Jackson c Evans b Squires .... .. 2 
7 Captain Bruhl not out .. .. .... . 0 
3 Major Gibson c de Cruz b 

11 Porter .. .. ............ .. ......... l 
Extras 7 

Jack<on 3 for 34, Eccles 2 for 43, 
,\lilton I for 66, peight 2 for 45, 
Morley l for I . 

97 

Porter 6 for 42, Sq uirc · 4 for 41. 
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AN EXCITED ELECTRON 

:U.\JOll-4.;ENEHAI. It . . \. I,. W .\UE. 
C'.H., O.H.E.. lU.C'. 

We arc obi iged to a correspondent in Malaya for a copy 
of The Kris, Malaya District Magazine, if only for news of 
an old friend. 

Major-General Wade i well known to many of us a · 
one of our own Senior Officers. He was until recently 
G.0.C. Malaya District and on reading of the disturbed 
state of that country we sympathised with him on what 
must have been an arduous command. He is now in 
England. 

On 7th June, however, he is reported as being present 
at a peaceful exhibition of military activities. 

The exhibition seems to have been combined with a 
tattoo. There was certainly and almost inevjtably a Royal 
Signals motorcycle display, and a picture shows the old 
trick of removing the sidecar wheel. S.S.M. Tompkins is 
the rider. Can .it be the same? One of the original Di play 
Team? Certainly the name is familiar. 

Royal Signals also bad a stall. We quote extracts from 
The Kris: 

"Next door the Signals continued to amaze the layman 
with their range of wireless sets and their accompanying 
equipment, and with their variety of telecommunications. 
Here, again, it was a working system, this time two linked 
teleprinters, which attracted most attention. Items in this 
exhibit included a charging engine and control board, 
various types of switchboards in use, the teleprinters 
previously mentioned, types of phones, one of which was 
connected to an oscillograph which displayed sound waves 
of the speaker on a fluorescent screen, items of lineman's 
equipment, testers, W /T sets, and what is probably the 
most advanced wavemeter in this part of the world. 

" The second half of the tattoo opened with a motorcycle 
display in which both British and Malayan D.R.s earned 
much applause for their skill in riding their motorcycles 
in the most unorthodox methods. Riding over a ramp 
through a flaming hoop; standing upright on the saddle· 
changing driver and pillion rider on the move; 12 on one 
machine--it all came so easily to the performers. Specialist 
items were the combination display, when amongst other 
tricks the sidecar passenger removed the sidecar wheel, the 
D.R. who climbed up and over a ladder fixed to his machine 
while it chugged round the arena, and, for comic relief, 
the bizarre figure who charged round on one of the small 
'airborne' machines." 

HOYAL TOU ICI\'"/UI EN'T, HMH 

This was noteworthy not only on account of the work of 
the Royal Signals Display Team, fully reported elsewhere 
but also because of the appearance of two other Royal 
Signals Teams in the same Tournament. 

No. 4 Training Regiment had a team in the obstacle 
race, which was one of the excellent items given at each 
performance. Teams were entered from each Command, 
and No. 4 Training Regiment having eliminated its com
petitors, represented Northern Command. A race in 
competition was made by two selected teams at each 
performance. 

Royal Signals Fencing Club was represented by five 
Officers, who competed in the Skill-at-Arm Dismounted 
Competition. 

Major R. 13. Ridley-Manin (Fi nal Pool), Sabre . 

Captain T. G. H. Jackson (Semi-final Pool), Sabre. 

Second Lieutenant L. W. Prescot (Fi nal Pool), Epec. 
Captain T. G. H . Jackson (Semi-final Pool), E~c. 
Captain E. J. Beale (Semi-final Pool), E~e. 
Captain E. J. Beale (Quarter-final Pool), Foil. 

Officer Cadet R. F. Toplis, Cadet Foil Style Prize Winner. 
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PRIC:Es O N E SHI LL I N G 

The C.l.G .S. waves to the large crowd at the entrance to the Drill Hall 
Left to right : Li•utenant-Colonel S. A. Woods, T.D. (C.R. Sienals), Cou ncillor E. Forbes , 

J.P., Mayor of Stretford , C.l.G.S. 

ALL ranks will wish to congratulate 42nd (Lancashire) Infantry Divisional 
Signal Regiment, T.A., on the Royal Signals Exhibition given by them 

in Manchester last April. 



EAST LANCASHIRE TERRITORI.l\L FORCES \VEEK 

THE sprawling city of Manchester, focal point of.industry 

and commerce in the North-West, was the mam centre 
of activity during the Territorial Forces Week, staged by the 
Lancashire Territorial and Auxiliary Forces Association from 
17th April to 24th April, with the object of bringing the 
Territorial Army to the forefront of public notice. Social, 
exhibitional and training events were staged throughout East 
Lancashire, and the Royal Signals Exhibition, organised by 
the 42nd (Lancashire) Infantry Divisional Signal Regiment, 
T.A., at the Drill Hall, Norton Street, Brook's Bar, Man

chester, 16, was visited by many hundreds of Mancunians 
during the week. 

The exhibition was declared open to the public on Satur
day, 17th April, by the C.I.G.S., Field Marshal Viscount 
Montgomery of Alamein, K.G., G.C.B., o.s.o., who was accom
panied by the Mayor of Stretford, Councillor E. Forbes, J.P., 

Royal Signals 
Exhibition 
and the Honorary Colonel, Colonel W. S. Ashley, O.B.E., T.D. 

Among many others present were the G .O.C.-in-C. Western 
Command, Lieutenant-General Sir Frank Simpson, K.B. E., 

c.B., o.s .o., the G.O.C. 42nd (Lancashire) Infantry Division, 

T .A., Major-General V. Evelegh, C.B., D.S.o., O.B.E., and 
the C.S.O. Western Command, Brigadier W. 0. Bowen, 
C.B., C.B.E. 

Large crowds around the Drill Hall welcomed the C.I.G.S., 
who after a short speech declared the exhibition open, and 

. had a look round himself, commenting on the unique feature 
of the whole affair in that many fascinating items of both 
military and civilian telecommunication equipment were on 

show. Centre-piece of the military equipment was the Wire
less Set No. 10, exhibition model, kindly lent by the Signals 
Research and Development Establishment. S.Q.M.S. (F. of 
S.) Wolfenden, ably assisted by Sergeants Scott and Harrison, 
had a very b:isy week explaining away the intriguing noises 
to an admiring crowd every afternoon. Close by, a Wire 

Recorder and Dummy Demonstration Aerials were universally 
popular. 

All types of Army Wireless Sets were on show, including 
the new Wireless Set No. 88 (Walkie-Talkie), attractively laid 
out on a wall panel by the Signals Research and Development 
Establishment, as well as the Wireless Set No. 49 and the 
Reception Set 209, both comparatively recent products. 
A Golden Arrow Demonstration Section from No. 4 Train
ing Regiment, Catterick Camp, emphasised the world-wide 

range of Royal Signals responsibilities, while imporrant 
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things like telephones, teleprinters and terminal equipmen t 
were laid out and wired up for all to see. 

The G.P.O. (North-West Region) packed a most attractive 
stand with all sorts of gadgets, including a submarine 
repeater, a showcase of underground cables, various types of 
amplifiers, and demonstrations of optical twinning in a 
quartz crystal, faul t location by pulse reflection, and sources 
of radio interference. T he Automatic Telephone and Elec
t ric Co., Ltd., of Strowger Works, Liverpool, also arranged 
a most interesting array of models, demonstrating the every
day uses of some of their products. A street traffic control 
demonstration set fascinated the younger ones, and photo 
telemeting systems, a Strowger step-by-step automatic system, 

. an electronic timing set and a rhythmatic control switch 
proved of outstanding interest to many people. 

Another big draw in the evenings was the Unit's wireless 
link to the news room of the Daily M ail in the centre of 

Manchester, enabling news items to be transmitted to the 
Drill Hall and passed over a teleprinter link for display on a 

news board. 
A distinguished visitor to the exhibition after the 

opening day was the Director of the Territorial Army, 

Major-General Sir E. C. Robert Mansergh, K.B.E., c.B., M.C., 

now Military Secretary, who said he was most impressed by 

what he had seen. 

The Corps Band, under Lieutenant J. L. Judd, Director of 
Music, Royal Signals, came to Manchester for the week and 

gave a series of military band concerts at factorie and 
cinemas. They also provided a dance band for the Mayor 

of Stretford's Charity Ball on 22nd April, and had Miss 

Gwen Catley as the guest artiste at a concert in the Albert 

Hall on 23rd April. Their help was very much appreciated, 
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and it is hoped that they will be able to come to Manchester 

again before long. 
To sum up, the exhibition undoubtedly did a lot to bring 

the T .A. to the notice of. the public, and elic_i t~d many 
enquiries from intending recruits, many of whom, It is hoped, 

will make Royal Signals their choice. 

1. General view of t he Ex hi bitio n 

2. The G.P .0 . Exhibit 

J. The Divisional Commander chats to Corporal McCormick. 
On the left is S.S.M. Pask (P .S.I.) 

4. W ith " Jimmy " at ~h e Town Hall , Stre tfo rd 

Left to r ight : D F c v· Ch · 
A ir Vice -Marsha l W . A . Bowen- Buse:arl_e~ . C.B. E: · .. . , . 1c.e- a1rm.w: 
East Lancashire Terri torial and Auxiliary Fe. ccs Assoc1u(1on , Mh!or) 
General v Eve legh . C.B. . D.S.O., O .B.E., G.O.C .. 42nd Lancas ire 
Infantry D

0

ivision, T.A .. Councillor E. Forbes, J. P., Mayor of Str•tf.ord . 
Maje r-General Sir E. C. Robert Mansergh, K.B.E., C.B .. M.C ... Mo~t~ry 
Secretary ( then Directer of the T.A. ), Colonel. T. Bluherw1Lck . i.· .. 
D SO MC T. D. D. L.. A.D.C.. J. P., Chairman, East <lncos ore 
T~r;it~~i al ·a~d Auxii iary Forces Association . lieutenant-Colonel d~· A. 
Woods. T.D .• Commander, Royal Signals . Capta in D. A. Bond , A iuunt 

5. The C.l.G .S. speaking 

6. The C.l.G.S. has a word with the men 

Left to r ight : c I Gs L' nt 
Councillor E. Forbes , J. P .. Mayor of Stretfard . the ... ·• oeu~ena · 
Co lonel S A. Woods, T.D., C.R. Signals, Captain D. A. Bond , ~diutant, 
S.S.M. vii. G. Pemberton , P.S.I., Sergeant T. McDonald , Signalman 
W . Webb 



llo111e 
tations 

-------·--

Nu. I TRAINING REGIHENT 

----- -------------------
'July 

The Regiment still occupies Vimy, Kemme! Loos and 
omm Lines in the camp, in spite of numerous plans and 

counrer-plans for accommodation shuffles. Under the com
mand of Lieutenant-Colonel R. J . Moberly, O.B.E., Royal 

ignals, we are still leading Catterick in the sporting world. 
The athletic team won the Evening League meeting on 5th 
July by 26t points, a clear lead over Royal Signals 0.C.T.U., 
who got 223 points. Signalman Froggett has a place in the 
Corps cricket team and is doing very well. 

Congratulations to Lance-Corporal Neilson, Signalmen 
Phillips and Wait on being selected for the Army water polo 
team to play the Otters. They have all put up a splendid 
performance in the Royal Signals Catterick team, which is 
largely composed of members of this Regiment. 

As is usual month by month, we see the disappearance of 
old faces among the officers or N.C.O.s. Captain Brunton
Douglas has left us for Civvy Street, so has S.Q.M.S. Pat 
Ryan, a well-known member of the Corps. 

o. 2 Squadron is commanded at the moment by Major 
M. S. C. Shardlow, M.B.E., Royal Signals, who is a vital and 
driving force behind Regimental sporting activities (who 
used the Chief Instructor's wood for a tennis practice alley?). 
Major Lamb and his half-back, Captain C. Waugh, on the 
training side, are still turning out line and telegraph mechanics 
from No. 3 Squadron and are at the moment in the throes 
of looking after about 200 Infantiers and Signals, the cadre 
for Gandale Cadet Force and ].T.C. camp. 

Warrant Officers and Sergeants' Mess. The highlight of 
the past month was the annual meeting of the Old Comrades' 
Association. The Warrant Officers' and Sergeants' Mess 
entertained between 60 and 70 ex-members of the Corps from 
Leeds, Darlington, Central Scotland and Huddersfield dur
ing the week-end 26th/27th June. 

At a social in the Mess on Sunday, 27th June, many old 
friendships were renewed and battles from both wars fought 
over again. 

Among the numerous Old Comrades present we were 
privileged to meet Colonel Roberts, the new general secretary 
ot the Royal Signals Association. Also present were Captain 
1

" Ginger") Adcock, now retired after 33 years' service with 
the Corps; Captain (Q.M.) Jones, whom many will recall as 
R. .M. Jones; and Captain Widgery, both retired with over 
30 years' service. Ex-Sergeant CT ack) Dendy, who was a 
drill instructor in the Depot Battalion between the years 1927 
and 1933 was present; his son-in-law, S.S.M. Eley, is still 
serving with this Regiment. 

Congratulations are due on two accounts this month to 
.Q.M.S. (Stan) Kendrick on winning the Northern Com

mand Road Walking Championship at Catterick on 8th June 
over a distance of seven miles-a clear winner by St minutes. 

.Q.M .. Kendrick also entered for the Army Road Walking 
Championship at Aldershot on 21st June and obtained a very 
creditable third place. 

Among recent arrivals in the Regiment we are pleased to 
record the presence of R.S.M. (" Badgy ") Hopwood, who 
will be remembered by ex-members of 1st Indian Divisional 

ignals, 1935-36, for his capabilities as a rough-rider. Other 
members of the Corps will doubtless remember him as an 
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outstanding P.T.I. in Cattcrick, circa 1931 - 32. Mr. 
Hopwood now enjoys fourth place in seniority of serving 
warrant officers of the Corps. 

BOY ' QUADRON. Sport. The Boileau Trophy Com
petition was held on 22nd May in rather unfavourable weather 
condition . The individual champion was Boy F. Ashton,. 
of" C" Wing, and the winning Wing was" D" Wing. 

Our athletes were very successful in the recent Northern 
Command Sports, winning all the events, and Boy Seymour, 
particularly is to be congratulated on winning three events
the long jump, 100 yards and 220 yards. Later he went on 
to the Army Championship and was fifth in the final, which 
was of a very high standard. 

In the D'Arcy Hillyard Cricket League we have entered 
two teams this year, both of which have started well by win
ning all their outside fixtures to date. 

Swimming has been a popular sport and we are hoping to 
reach a high standard in the sports this year. 

Our P .T. display team is now well trained and is eagerly 
looking for suitable opportunities to display itself. Any 
offers anywhere within reach of Catterick ? 

On the evening of 22nd May 50 boys, 10 members of the 
Cadre and three officers set out on a stamina test which was 
to serve as an elimination exercise prior to marching to the 
site of the summer camp. Wearing F.S.M.O. and carrying 
blankets, 24 hours rations and arms, they covered 35 miles, 
including an ascent of Fremington Edge, before returning to 
Catterick the next evening. 

This called for a considerable effort, particularly on the 
part of younger boys, and the members of the party simply 
refused to be "eliminated." 

Annual Summer Camp. This year's camp was held at 
Kirkby-in-Furness, Lancashire, during the first fortnight of 
June. 

The weather was far from ideal during most of the camp, 
but activities included fieldcraft and map-reading exercises, 
fire demonstrations, battle innoculation, a route march and 
climb over " The Old Man of Coniston " (2,600 feet), a 
guard-mounting competition (won by" A" Wing) and visits 
to various places of interest in Barrow and Millom. 

Training. Recently more than 100 boys have taken 
examinations for the Army 1st Class Certificate of Education, 
and 31 boys are taking School Certificate examinations. We 
are eagerly looking forward to receiving the results, and wish 
all the entrants good luck. 

Move to Harrogate. Preparations are now being made for 
the move of the Squadron to join the Army Apprentice 
School at Harrogate in September. The future policy for 
Boys' Squadron is still to be finally decided, but we are hop
ing that we shall not lose our identity as an individual Unit 
of the Corps. 

No. 2 TRAINING REGIMENT 

The Regiments of the S.T.C. are, at the time of writing, 
labouring under what has become known as a Catterick 
Summer. There are two main differences between a Cat
terick Summer and the similar season in other parts of the 
globe: first, a Catterick Summer usually lasts for twelve 
months in the year, and, secondly, it is almost indistinguish
able from the normal winter. But " Begone dull care "; 
numerous sports meetings have been wedged in between the 
showers, the fresh vegetables in the cookhouse bear fruitful 
witness to the work of the Unit gardeners, and the Saturday 
morning Regimental Parades are unimpeded by the elements. 

No. 2 Training Regiment members of the Signals Catterick 
team defended, and won, their right to hold the Lady Clifton 
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Robinson Trophy at Middlesbrough. Lance-Corporals Field 
and Bryant and Signalman Hewitt were the first three home, 
and Lance-Corporal Tipping won the 100. yards. Numerous 
local cricket matches have been played, with Lance-Corporal 
Dally, Signalman Stanley and Signalman Pullen doing very 
well indeed. 

Sergeant "Nick" Carter, the WIRE representative fro~ 
No. 1 Squadron, apologises for the fact that he has sent m 
no notes this month. Anyone who doubts that Sergeant 
Carter has been busily employed should see the new sign 
outside the Royal Signals Record Office at Reading, which, 
having executed, he escorted down with all due pomp and 
circumstance. 

At Eisley, Lieutenant Greenway came first i? the Signals 
Methuen Team and so qualified to shoot m the Army 
Hundred. Fro~ there he qualified for the Army Fifty, and 
returned to us with the King's Bronze Medal. Congratula
tions, Mr. Greenway ! 

Tournaments nearer home have been organised in the 
Sergeants' Mess, and there is keen competiti?n on the snooker, 
billiards table tennis and chess tables. Dunng June the Mess 
had an' outing to Whitby which was enjoyed by all con
cerned, and members were recently entertained in the Mons 
Corporals' Mess. That, if even half the reports are true, was 
an evening which will not soon be forgot~en ! . 

The married families, too, have bad a social gathermg, and 
their tea party on 8th July was presided over by Mrs. P. G. 
Goodeve-Docker. There was a very good attendance indeed, 
and it is to be supposed that the children ."'.ere all ~ger to 
see the results of the toy-making competition. This was 
won by Lance-Corporal Clements with a toy pram, and the 
runner-up was Mrs. Hopkins, who had made a doll. The 
usual excellent refreshments and service were provided by 
the N.A.A.F.I. staff of Le Cateau, and a most enjoyable 
afternoon was further added to by a grand draw, which gave 
each child a prize. This was originally made possible . by 
Captain Snell, whose ingenuity provided three working 
models. 

The next Families' Party is planned for September, and 
the competition, which is for jam-making, bottled fruits, 
pickles and similar good things, should ensure a good 
attendance. . 

Our Unit Concert Party, the Monstrosities, is now conung 
to life again and a show is expected from them in the near 
future. 

These notes have been so long in the writing that rhe sun 
has at 111st managed to push through .. It is theref<;>re hoped 
that there will be more news of sport m our next issue. 

H.Q. SQUADRON. What is it about us which ma~es 
O.C.s stay with us so short a time ? Captain Hull, havmg 
recently been away on a course, is now leaving permanen~y 
for the Great Open Spaces of civilian life. His work ~th 
the Squadron has been much appreciated,. and he takes .wJth 
him all our best wishes for the future. Our new O.C. is no 
stranger, and we welcome Capta~n Weedon, formerly 
Assistant Adjutant, to his new appomtment. 

Lance-Corporal Field has upheld the name of the Squ~d
ron in the field of sport, coming fourth in the three m.1les 
in the Army Championships and in the Inter-Services 
Athletic Championships, and Signalman Stanl~y ha~ b:en 
playing cricket for the Corps and for Cattenck District. 
Our tug-o' -war team, ably anchored by Sergeant " Busty " 
Thomas (of the A.C.C.), pulled its way to the right to repr~
·sent the Regiment in the Catterick District Inter-Umt 
Championships. 

No. 2 SQUADRON. Since our last notes we have wel
comed the arrival of a new officer in Second-Lieutenant 
Ashworth. He will be an asset to the Unit in general as well 
as to the Squadron, as he is a Corps hockey play~r and also 
a Corps runner. We extend to him our best wishes for a 
happy stay in the Squadron. 

During the last few days Corporals Blakemore, Brock, 
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Snow, Hill and Leach have been seen on the square in th~ 
evenings doing their best for the Squadron on the Unit Drill 
Course. The drill is being supervised by the S.S.M. and the 
Squadron Pay Clerk, who is, by the way, Sergeant " Bomber " 
Harris. 

Demob and pre-release courses still take heavy toll of the 
Cadre, and the latest member to go was Signalman Lee, of 
the Squadron Office, who was almost as well known as the 
O.C. himself. We wish him luck in bis new venture. 

The only sporting activity of note was the fine performance 
of Lance-Corporal Bryant in the Army Championships at 
Aldersbot, where he won the mile, and so qualified to run 
in the A.A.A. sports at the final Olympic Trials. Signalman 
Tipping, of this Squadron, was also at Aldersbot as the sprint 
entrant from Northern Command, but was unfortunately 
unplaced in both the 100 and 220 yards finals. 

No. 3 SQUADRON. We have been dealt a hard blow 
through releases, as Lance-Corporal Lawrence, Lance
Corporal Shearman and Signalman Hewitt have all left us 
on their return to civil life. These three stalwarts have 
represented the Unit in the finals of the Army Cross Country 
Running Championship and also the Army Athletic Cham
pionship. To " these three," thanks from us all, and the 
best of luck ! No doubt, like the famous Joe Cottrell, you 
will be the subject of barrack room chatter for years to com~. 

Captain Holliday has only been with us a short while~ yet 
during his stay he has become well known and much liked. 
Alas, he has now slipped quietly away to the School of 
Signals. Good luck to you from us all, sir. 

During the month of June the Unit held a hurried Sports 
Day. Twice had we been put off by a frowning sky, and 
when the chance came it was swiftly taken. Yet the S.S.M. 
did not seem to be bothered; the certainties played their best, 
as usual, and the unknown quantities came into the ope.n and 
let their lights shine, with the result that we were the wmners 
of the day-by just two points ! 

At the Northern Command Sports Meeting of the 7th-
8th June the Squadron was well to the front in the seven-mile 
road walk, Captain Higgins finishing thir~ and Sergea~t 
Williams eighth-first and second for the Regunent: Cai:>tam 
Higgins also fullshed up well in the Army Champ1onsh1p as 
Number 8. 

After 28 years' continuous service, R.S.M. Jock Adams 
thought hard about signing on again, but (the soldier i~ him 
coming to the fore) he decided to go out and face the ngours 
of Civvy Street. Those who knew him wish him all the best ! 

No. 3 TR UNIN"G REGDIENT 

'June 
The reorganising of this Regiment to cope with the 

increased number of trainees is sti ll proceeding. Nos. 3 and 
4 Squadrons have joined forces and moved to Aisne ~i~es, 
where they will deal with the later stages of O.W.L. trammg. 

1 - 0. 1 Squadron, who train the O.S.T. , are in the p~oces 
of returnina from Basra Lines to join No. 2 Squadron m the 
Sandhurst 

0

Block where Regimental H.Q. remains. H.Q. 
Squadron have returned to the "Militia Hut " (locally 
known as the " Spider"), which have been converted to 
Montgomery type cubicles. They await the installation of 
bedside lamps to complete the picture. 

With the start of general demob, the Regiment has lo t 
two very well-known figures in Major (" Martin ") Harvey 
M.B.E., and Captain (" Skipper") Rowe. 

Major Harvey will be well known to old and ~ew m~mber:. 
of the Corps, having served since 1920. Durmg his last 
period of service he has been P.R.I. and Welfare Officer, 
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uperv1 ing the amenities of ome hundreds of trainee who 
ha\·e pa sed through thi Regiment. 

Captain Rowe, hav:ing erved for 22 years with the Corp , 
will be e. pecially well known and his " comfortable figure " 
will be mi · ed in No. 3 quadron, which he has commanded 

r almo t a Year. 
We ha\'e aiso lost Major B. J. Milne , who for the short 

time he wa. with us proved a very useful deputy for P.R.I. 
and O.C. H.Q. quadron. 

Our best wi he go with these officer for their success in 
Cfrvy treer. We may see you at the next Old Comrades 
meeting! 

Major R. era e has arrived and is taking the reins of No. 2 
quadron in his hands. 
In the ports field there is a much quieter atmosphere than 

during the winter season, but this doe not mean nothing i 
happening. 

The cricket team have played 3 matches, won 2, lost 1, 
and l abandoned. 

The .T.C. Inter-Regiment Athletics League is keeping u 
on our toes to find new talent to reolace losses due to Sections 
pa ing out. The Regiment were holding second place in the 
league, but after the last meeting, when our team was much 
weakened, we must have fallen back. 

In the Royal Signals Officers' Lawn Tennis Competition, 
Major B. J. Milnes anq Captain C. A. mith entered for the 
doubles and won the event. Ex-India wallahs will remember 
" Smudger's " previous successes. He can still wield a 
racket you see. . 

Over 400 officers and men of the Regiment recently gave 
blood to the National Blood Transfusion Service; this is 
reported as a record for any Unit. 

Obituary. It is with deepest regret we record the sudden 
death at Catterick Military Hospital on 6th July, 1948, of 
2319026 S.Q.M.S. J. H. Butterworth. 

S.Q.M.S. Butterworth was an extremely popular per
onality in the Regiment, and one in whom his superiors 

could place the utmost confidence. His going is a sad loss 
and one which the Regiment can ill afford. 

The funeral, which took place with full military honours 
at Hornby Church was attended by the Commanding Officer 
and representatives of all ranks of the Regiment. 

No. 5 TRAC\'ING REGDIENT 

Lieutenant-Colonel L. T. Shawcross, o.B.E., has just 
arrived from Austria to take command of the unit. We 
extend a hearty welcome to him and to Mrs. Shawcross. 

The Unit has just moved to a new location in Barnard 
Castle, which is a considerable improvement on our old camp 
at Tholthorpe. In addition, the camp is only a few minutes' 
walk from the town. Barnard Castle is one of Yorkshire's 
beauty spots, and according to the local guide book, " it 
affects all classes, so that once hav:ing visited Barnard Castle 
they return again and again." It is also apparently "a place 
t? dream in." Neither of these statements seems to be par
ticularly true as far as members of this unit are concerned. 

1:hree well-known personalities have left us this last month. 
Ma1or D. S. Waldron, who joined up just after the 1914-18 
w_ar, when recruits were recruits, and who has served in most 

1gnal Units in that time, has been demobbed. When last 
heard of_ he was trying to enter the National Health Service. 

Captain C. C. Tucker is another long service type to be 
<l~mobbed.. He has mov~d no further away than Catterick 
Camp to hve, where he is running a taxi service. 
. .Q.~.S. S. C. .Clay, who_ has had about 30 years' service, 
1~ the th1~~· He 1s not leavmg us, however, as he is staying 
on as 1nhan caterer in the Sergeants' Mess. 
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We wish them all the best of luck in civilian life. 
In the world of sport the Unit is severely handicapped by 

the lack of playing fields. There are none at all in the area~ 
as the town is built on the slopes of very steep hills. The 
result is that our cricket and athletic teams do not get much. 
practice and have not been able to compete successfully with 
better-placed Units. However, our football team was more 
successful la t season, which found the Regiment engaged in 
four competitions-the Army Cup, the Northern Command 
and Catterick District Challenge Cups, and the Catterick 
District League. Three of the four trophies now adorn the 
Officers' Mess, and but for misfortune the Army Cup might 
well have been included. Early in the season 6th Battalion 
R.A.0.C., Chilwell, the 1946-47 Northern Command cham
pions, put paid to our account in the Army Cup at Notting
ham by the odd goal in five. This reverse was decisively 
avenged when we met them in the Northern Command Cup 
Final towards the end of the season. 

Details of the various competitions are as follows: 
(i) CATTERICK DISTRICT LEAGUE, DIVI IO 

S T.R. Royal Signal; 
P. 
22 

W. 
19 

L. 
2 

D. 
Goals 

F . A. Pis. P n . 
9 26 39 I 

(ii) CATTERlCK DISTRICT CHALLENGE CUP, FINAL 
S T.R. Royal S ignals 7, Royal Signals O.C.T. . I 

(iii) NORTHER COMMAND CHALLENGE CUP 
Beat: 14/ 20 Hussars 5-1 School of Signals 2-l 

2 T.R. Royal Signals 7-1 3 T.R. Royal Signals 6---5 
I T.R. Royal Signals 5-1 6 Bn. R.A.0.C. 9-l 

The most exciting game of the tournament was the semi
final, in which our opponents were old rivals, No. 3 Training 
Regiment, Royal Signals. At half-time the score was 4--2 
in their favour and with but a few miuutes left for play they 
led 4-3. On time we scored the equaliser. 

In the opening stages of the first half of extra time, No. 3 
Training Regiment again took the lead but by half-time the 
score was 5-5. Five minutes before the end we took the 
lead for the first time and the match was ours. 

Personnel taking part during the season were: Major J. G. 
Oliver, O.B.E., Royal Signals, Sergeant R. Shorrocks, Corporal 
K. Bower (Army, Northern Command, Corps and Darling
ton F.C.), Lance-Corporal Broadbent (Bradford F.C.), Lance
Corporal R. Smith (Northern Command), Lance-Corporal 
J. Newton (Corps, Hartlepool F.C., Northern Command), 
Lance-Corporal M. Shutt, Signalman R. Jessop, Signalman 
L. Whelan-Ward (N.C. Amateur), Signalman R. Warhurst, 
Lance-Corporal W. Mitchell (Grantham United F.C.), 
Signalman D. Evans (Tottenham Hotspurs), Signalman T. 
Herberts, Corporal R. Dowdney, Signalman K. Rudge 
(N.C., Walsall F.C.), Signalman A. Robinson (Whitby 
U:nited F.C.), Driver J . Warhurst (Sheffield United F.C.), 
Signalman J. Warner (Peterborough United F.C.). 

On the whole, a most successful season and the first in 
which a Royal Signals eleven has won the Northern Com
mand Challenge Cup. 

The Signals Display Team also belongs to this Unit, 
~ough w_e do not see much of them as they spend their 
ume tourmg the countryside. 

." !he _motor cyclists of the Royal Corps of Signals are 
brilliant m the modern mariner. The speed and nerve of 
their evolutions carried a thrill in every second." Thus spake 
the Sunday Times when commenting on the show given by 
the 1948 Display Team of the Royal Tournament held at 
Olympia, London, during the period. 10th-26th Ju~e, 1948. 

The truth behind this comment will more than be upheld 
by those of us who witnessed those eleven exciting thrill-
packed minutes. ' 

Misfortune dogged our ladder king when at the close of 
the first week he managed to trap himself between the bike 
and the arena wall during a practice. A trip to hospital 
resulted, due to a fractured foot. ot to be outdone he 
arrived back again within a couple of days plus plaster 'and 
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c rutches but wearing a huge grin, to don a suit of overalls 
and carry on working on the maintenance side. Nice work, 
" Duke " ! But such is the spirit of all the team and we 
hav·e a good reason to feel proud of them. So Display Team, 
~' wish to every success for the rest of your outside shows and 
congratulations on the best show ever at Olympia, 1948. 

P.S. Can the Navy cook, too, Johnnie? 

ROYAi, SIGNALS O.C.T.U. 

There were three pass off parades during June. Course 199 
passed off on 5th June, the salute being taken by the 
Coi;nmandant, Lieutenant-Colonel C. D. Gardiner. The 
Commandant's cane was awarded to Officer-Cadet R. F. B. 
Speed. 

On 12th June Brigadier F. S. Straight, C.B.E., M.C., Com
mandant School of Signals, took the salute when Course 200 
passed off. Officer-Cadet J. B. Clarke received the 
Commandant's cane. 

When Course 201 passed off the salute was taken by 
Brigadier W . C. V. Galwey, o .B.E., M.C., Commandant S.T.C. 
The Commandant's cane was awarded to Officer-Cadet 0. 
Tynan. 

The following are welcomed into the unit: Captain R. P . 
D. Painter, Sergeants W. Hall and D. M. Shaw. The latter 
is attached to the unit from the R.A.E.C., and is now busily 
employed in guiding the unit through the torturous 
approaches to the coveted Forces Preliminary Certificate. 

In perfect weather, the wedding of Miss Elizabeth 
Annesley, daughter of Colonel and Mrs. F. D. Annesley, to 
Captain James Sylvester-Bradley, of Royal Signals 0.C.T.U., 
took place on 12th June at St. Martin's Church. Officers 
formed a guard of honour and the reception was held at the 
Officers' Club. 

The happy couple have our best wishes for their future 
happiness. We extend to Mrs. Sylvester-Bradley a hearty 
welcome into the unit. 

The final score of the Garrison Miniature Rifle Shoot, 
1947-48, has been published. Our team finished top of the 
league with a possible of 44 points, a clear lead of 10 points 
ahead of the runners-up, No. 2 Training Regiment. 

In the Northern Command Individual Athletic Cham
pionships, held at the Stadium on 8th-9th June, Second
Lieutenant J. H. Bamford was first in the 220 yards sprint. 
His time for this race was 23.4 secs. He was also runner-up 
in the 440 yards, whilst Second-Lieutenant P. E. Ashworth 
was runner-up in the 880 yards event. 

The Mountaineering Club had four meets during June, 
all of which were held at Langdale. With the exception of 
the second week-end when the weather was glorious, the 
month of June was far from being of the" flaming" variety. 
The frequent soaking that the members received speaks well 
for their hardiness and enthusiasm. Much useful experience 
was gained in climbing wet rocks. An attempt on Scafell 
had to be abandoned when visibiliry closed down to about 
20 yards. The use of the compass however, enabled the 
party to return safely to base. • 

The second round of the Catterick District and Northern 
Command Knock-out Cricket Competition between ourselves 
and No. 2 Training Regiment wa played on the Marne 
Ground, with our team winning by 96 runs. 

The match opened on 31st May and by the rime stumps 
were drawn our side had scored 152 runs, Officer-Cadet J. 
Hall and Second-Lieutenant G. Davies being the two leading 
scorers with 65 and 32 runs respectively. Lance-Corporal 
Brophy, of No. 2 Training Regiment bowled well, taking 
5 wickets for 30 runs. 

Owing to the weather No. 2 Training Regiment could not 
bat until 7th June, when on a very wet wicker they were all 
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out for 56 runs. Officer-Cadets Couch and ]. Hall and 
Signalman Burns were in good bowling form, Burns taking 
4 wickets for 18 runs. 

Wensleydale is noted both for its scenery and its cheese. 
The dale takes its name from the charming village of Wensley. 
On 5th June we were at home to Wensley C.C. The wicket 
was uncertain and our visitors only managed to knock up 
34 runs. The result of the match was not in doubt at all, or 
was it ? Our team could only reply with a total of 27 runs. 

Wensleydale is now noted not only for its scenery and its 
cheese, but also for its devastating bowlers. 

In the Royal Signals, Catterick, Officers' Tennis Tourna
ment, held during June at the Officers' Club, the Unit was 
well represented by seven entries. Of these, Major G. S. K. 
Maydon partnered by Captain N. C. Cleveley were beaten in 
the doubles final by Major Mills and Captain C. A. Smith. 
Major Maydon won the singles final by defeating Major E. 
N. L. Brown. 

Major Maydon has been selected to play for the Corps 
against the Royal Engineers, the match taking place during 
July. 

Swimming. Swimming has been popular since April, 
when the local bath opened and training was given its first 
test of the season with a Unit Gala on Wednesday, 30th June. 
Technical Squadron and H.Q. Squadron combined forces 
against Officer Training Squadron, and enthusiasm ran high 
when the concluding water polo match decided that Techni
cal Squadron and H.Q. Squadron were the winners of the 
gala by one point. 

1 
The results of the events were: 

50 yds. Free Sr:yle.-1, Second Lieutenant Clark; 2, Captain Ashlin. 
SO yds. Back Stroke-I, Cadet Pendle; 2, S .Q .M.S. Parry. 50 yds. 
Breast Stroke.-1, Captain Brabham; 2, Sergeant Mark (R.E.M.E.). 
Plunge.-!, Cadet Barker; 2, Cadet Couch. Diving.-1, S.Q.M.S. Parry; 
2, Lance-Corporal Harper. Relay.-Won by Officer Training Squadron. 
Water Polo.-\Von by Technical and H.Q. Squadron, 3 goals to ?.. 

Captain Ashlin, Second-Lieutenant Edwards and Corporal 
Allen play regularly with the Royal Signals team in the 
North-Eastern Counties Water Polo League and were with 
the team on its recent victorious tour at Aldershot. 

No. 4 A.A. GROUP INDEPENDENT (1'1) 
SIG~AL SQUADDO~ 

'July 
Here is the 4th A.A. Group Signal Squadron calling again. 

Things are quiet once more after our series of " visits " and 
the Squadron has settled down to work and training. 

· Our linemen, a few at a time, are spending a month with 
the local G.P.O. engineers. They are all enjoying it and 
appear to be learning quite a lot of useful tips. At present 
the linemen present in the Squadron are out wiring up the 
Manchester Stadium for the 4th A.A. Group Tattoo, which 
is being held next week. \V/e are sending a 3-ton lorry and 
trailers complete for show purposes. They both look grand 
and a good advertisement for Royal Signals. 

We are carrying out preliminary tests with a view to open
ing wirele s link with A.A. Command and the oth r A.A. 
Groups. We have a regular 22-set link with Brigades which 
is working well, the only shortage being operators (our prayer 
is for a few of the pre-war operator signals). We shall soon 
be trying out 53 Sets and hope to maintain 24-hour com
munication with them. This wireless communication will 
be a great help on our " telephoneless day ." These tele
phoneless days are a new innovation here. They certainly 
make us realise that we rely too much on the telephone, 
though it is rather annoying to pi k up the phon to hear, 
" orry sir, telephon~L s day." 

Thanks to the P.R.!., the barrack room have had a new 
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t of paint. Our " Q " and his worthy raff of painters got 
g ing, and the barrack rooms are now fit for " soldiers " to 
live in. The M.T. Officer, seeing all this new paint, imme
diately rolled up his sleeves, woke up the draughtsman and 
g t cracking on the vehicle . If they turn out as good as the 
barrack rooms everyone will be satisfied. 

Barrack " life " i gradually settling down to the old pre
war idea and everybody is the better for it. P.T. on three 
mornings of the week, drill twice, Wednesday ahernoon 
ports, and education one whole morning a week. 

9th A.A. BRIGADE, T OWYN. T his Troop has now 
ettled down in its new home in the wilds of North Wales, 

in a wonderful ituation right on the coa t, and if ever the 
weather permits, plenty of bathing will be the order of the day. 

T he faces of the Troop keep changing owing to releases, 
etc., but the work goes on just the same and our new " faces " 
. eem to settle down very quickly. 

o much for 4th A.A. G roup Signals for this month. 
M ore about our doings and current affairs next month. 
Cheerio. 

STAPOO 

SCOTTISH ~O~DIA~D (IU) SIGNAL REGDIENT 

Augu.st 
Ex-members of this Unit will be disappointed this month 

at the paucity of news from the Frozen North, but such is 
more or less the case. It is not that an iron curtain of security 
has been blanketed over us ; we just haven't got much to say. 

Our main worry this month has been the weather. Granted 
that the War Office policy is that Signals south of the Border 
should be run by Scots, whilst north of the Border by anyone 
except Scots. But when one has a Manchester Adjutant it 
would be much appreciated by all nationalities if he would 
kin~ly l~ve his weather, "adapted for cotton spinning only," 
behind hllD. Over the Whitsun period we had marvellous 
w~ther, and our cricket team were just getting into their 
stride, but ever since then it has poured with rain and due 
to lack of net practice, what few games we have played' have 
not shown our cricketers off at their best. 

We welcome Alan Leith into our midst as the new Wireless 
Officer at Fairmilehead taking over from Eric Fox, who has _ 
gone to give a helping hand at the Castle. Even if we can't 
have Scots officers posted to our dwindling community, at 
least-we get Englishmen with appropriate surnames ! 

As is usual at this time of year, our main job this month 
is the running of Cader camps at Gailes in Ayrshire and at 
Fraserburgh in Aberdeenshire. That well-known Scout
master Captain John Rowlands is in charge of the Signals 
element at these two camps and, according to the latest 
"setups " is putting the scholastic wonders of Scotland well 
and truly through their paces. 

I t is with regret that we say farewell to Lieutenant Douglas 
Taylor, who has exchanged his uniform for a demob suit but 
is carrying on living in Glasgow, where he was O.C. Low'land 
District Signal Detachment. We wish him every success 
during his sojourn at the University. 

There being no more reports to hand from the Unit sub
scribers, we now hand you over to the A.T.S. element of the 
Unit. 

It is some time now since we have appeared in the pages 
of THE WIRE and many of our old friends have left the 
Regiment and new faces taken their places. We are pleased 
to welcome C.S.M . Thomas (Cipher), C.S.M. Coghlan 
(A.T.S.) and Sergeant Shreeve (A.T.S.) to swell the ranks of 
the Sergeants' Mess. By the sounds of mirth coming from 
the Sergeants' Mes!. lately, all seem to have settled down 
happily. 
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We were sorry to see Captain Foard and Second-Lieutenant 
Taylor pack their bags and leave for Civvy Street. We wel
come back Subaltern Firbank from six weeks' attachment to 
Northern Command and Subaltern Ferguson from eight 
weeks' Signal Course at Catterick. She will now be able to 
put her theory to the test, as she has taken over as D.S.O. at 
Command. 

We wonder what is on the air in Southern Ireland ! Our 
Quartermistress, Subaltern Parkes, has returned from leave 
with a brand new engagement ring on the third finger of her 
left hand. 

In spite of a very full training programme, sport in the 
Unit goes ahead. Our mixed basketball on Wednesday after
noons is especially popular. A.T.S. Privates Hampshire, 
Munro and Speed represented the Unit at the Command 
Sports and Private Munro came third in the 100 yards fl.at 
race. She was also given a place in the team entered for the 
Command Inter-Services Sports. 

A highlight of recent months at Broomfield was the mar
riage of Driver Bullivant and A.T.S. Private Thom. The 
reception was held at the N.A.A.F.I. at Broomfield Camp 
and the N .A.A.F.I. staff and various A.T.S. of the Unit 
certainly excelled themselves. Everything went with a swing, 
especially the impromptu solos by both A.T.S. and Royal 
Signals. 

SOUTHERN COMMA..~D (M) SIGNAL REGIIUEN T 

July 
HEADQUARTERS. Honours and Awards. All ranks 

were very pleased to see t hat Mr. · R. H. T ankins, a civilian 
auto fitter employed in the Salisbury Plain F .S.S. T roop, 
figured in the King's Birthday Honours List, 1948, in which 
he was awarded the B.E.M. for meritorious service. 

Mr. Tankins has served continuously with Royal Signals 
in Southern Command since January, 1942. H e has been 
intimately connected with the installation and maintenance 
of automatic telephones and exchanges in the Salisbury, 
Larkhill, Bulford and T idworth areas. 

All ranks of the Regiment congratulate M r. Tankins on his 
hard-earned and well-deserved award. 

Appointments. AU ranks congranilate the C.S.O., 
Southern Command (Brigadier W. A. Scott, C.B.E.), on being 
nominated as the future Director of Signals in succession to 
Major-General C. H . H. Vulliamy, C.B., n.s.o. It is under
stood that Brigadier Scott will asswne this appointment next 
December, when he will take with him the best wishes of all 
ranks in the Regiment. · 

Royal Tournament, 1948. The Commanding Officer 
arranged for some of the Regiment to visit London to see the 
1948 Royal Tournament. Owing to our commitments we 
had to make two trips; 52 made the journey on 22nd June 
and 64 on Friday, 25th June. On both dates we were able to 
convey officers, warrant officers, sergeants, N.C.O.s and men, 
also all ranks of the A.T.S. from Regimental Headquarters, 
Command H.Q. Troop, C.S.O.'s Staff and the Bulford 
Troops. Oh yes, also one from Cheltenham. 

The warrant officers and sergeants made quite an outing 
of it; altogether 31 (including wives and friends) saw the 
show. R.S.M. Woods and S.Q.M .S. Beale are under instruc
tion, " How to find your way around London." Had it not 
been for a kindly old lady intervening at Putney they would 
have still been travelling. Similarly I hear the same warrant 
officer nearly missed the bus home- at 7 p.m. Wrong bus 
this time. 

The weather was kind, in fact everyone seemed very happy, 

(continued on page 230) 
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A F IN E RECORD 
O F SE R VICE 

Our second oldest soldier still serving with 
t his T roop is : 

Temporary Lance-Sergean~ 
Mepha1n (Charlie) 

Ex-R.S.M ., Royal Signals 

Present age 68 years. 

Enlisted R.E.s 1899. 
Discharged to pension 15th May, 1926. 

Enlisted Royal Signals (S.R.) 28th September, 
1939. 

Still serving. Total service to date 36 year . 

~fedals, Hononrs, etc. 

Queen's South Africa, 1901-2. 1914 Star. 
British War Medal, 1914-18. Victory Medal. 
Defence Medal, 1939-45. War Medal, 1939-45 . 
Long Service and Good Conduct Medal. 
Medaille Militaire. Mentioned in despatches 
twice, 1914-18 war. 
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We have extracted the following photograph and record of 

service of those who must he the two olde t erving member 

of the Corps from the notes of the Alder hot F ... Troop 

of the Southern Command (M) ignal Regiment. There 

must he few still serving who have uch a record. 

T e m p orary Lance-Sergeant 
G. Tihble 

Present age 70 years. 

Enlisted R.E.s 19th December, 1896. 
Discharged to pension 6th May, 1919. 
Enlisted Royal Signals (S.R.) 15th September, 

1939. 

Still serving. Total service to date 31 years. 

1'1e dals, Honours, etc. 

B.E.M . D .C.M. Queen's South African 
Medal, five clasps. King's South African Medal. 
1914 Star. British War Medal, 1914-18. Vic
tory M edal, 1914-18. D efence Medal, 1939-45. 
War Medal, 1939-45 . Long Service and Good 
Conduct Medal. Medaille Militaire. Mentioned 
in despatches twice. 

Anu challengers to beat this 1 
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Home Stations (continued from pag 228) 

and the lemonade taken at the "Ha1f-Way House" proved 
to be a ''ery timulating beverage and some of the " birds " 
hay beautiful voices too. "Canarie ometime ing "
these " warbled " or "gargled," we don't know which. Only 

ne person was seen to use a very large handkerchief; whether 
it was " tears of joy" or not was at first unknown. Later it 
turned out to be one A.T.S. private saying good-bye to 
another-her joining-up friend, who had spent her last day 
with the Troop at the Tournament before going on to Austria. 
Wa it Steve! 

Trials and Tribulations of No. 1 Squadron. More grey 
hairs for the O.C. "Squadron's greatest wit." G.D . man 
has important letter on mechanical digger to file. Two day 
later O.C. has to refer to ame. After long search by clerks, 
and mopping of O.C.'s brow, the G.D. man appears. Yes 
he had filed it away, but where he cannot remember; then 
with a beam of delight he remembers he put it in the "Dis
cipline" file. G .D. man explains, "I thought the digger 
was the guard room, so I filed the letter in the Discipline file." 

ALDERSHOT F.S.S. TROOP. By the time these notes 
appear in print our activities in preparing telecommunications 
for the Olympic riding events will have ceased-we hope. 
To a ist this small Troop we welcome Sergeant Turner and 
his merry "cherry-hatted" boys from 6th Airborne Divisional 

ignals, and Corporal Parker with his " toughs " from 146 
Line Troop. 

Sergeant Jimmy Emblem has just left our "Op" Troop 
for final release from the Forces. We wish him and Mrs. 
Jimmy the very best of luck in Civvy Street. 

PORTSMOUTH, I.O.W. AND PORTLAND TROOPS. 
ince last we submitted notes, our stock of military personnel 

has been sadly depleted and the work has increased. With 
Group 72 we bade fond farewell to Lance-Corporal "Jock" 
Hunter, of I.O.W. fame and Signalmen Cope, Collins and 
Barwick, three trusty linemen. We hope they will find the 
great Godde Civilian a beneficent deity. 

The Troops are leading a very quiet and respectable life, 
with nothing more exciting than an occasional visit to the 
Southsea Roller Skating Rink, where drivers have found yet 
more restriction in the way of speeds. 

The beauties of the I.O.W . are now enjoyed by what must 
be the largest Troop in Signals-" The Three Musketeers," 
namely Signalmen Pardoe, Hulme and Wallace. 

The Portland Troop take rather a dim view of being left 
out of THE WIRE notes for March, but are endeavouring to 
capture a little limelight this time. Of course, with the 
present rate of demob we are rapidly dwindling almost to the 
point of extinction but not quite. 

We are still going ahead with the job of work in spite of 
minor staff difficulties, Corporal Slater (" Mind my bike") 
being very happy in his new capacity as i/c Lulworth Detach
ment, and Lance-Corporal Smith chasing cable pairs up and 
down Bovington Camp. 

S.Q.M.S. Burch (Acting Foreman of Signals) at Troops 
H.Q. in the wilds of Weymouth, is thinking of going on tour 
with a one-man band on his return to Civvy Street, having 
had a lot of experience since joining the Troop carrying out 
the duties of F.O.S., clerk, storeman, jointer and relief drive~-, 
and even then finding time for the odd pint in the evening. 
The Troop are sorry to lose Lance-Corporal Rigby, who has 
left us for bigger things with Portsmouth Troop. 

It is also rumoured that a budding romance collapsed with 
his departure. 

A photo.araph taken at the dance on the 13th May at Salisbury, organised by Royal Signa ls, Southern Cammand and the Salisbury branch of the Royal Signals 
Assocoatoon. It was unfortunately crowded out. of the July issue, but is published now. Their many friends will recognise Major-General C. H. H. Yulliamy, 

Director of Signals. and his successor-designate , Brigadier W. A. Scott. 
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No. 5 A.A.. GHOUP (M) SIGNAL REGIMENT 

June 
During the month we were honoured by a visit to Derby 

of the Royal Signals Display Team and further honoured 
because our C.O., Lieutenant-Colonel Adams, was asked to 
take the salute. The show was an impressive one and must 
have done a great deal to help recruiting in this area. 

A visit was arranged to the offices and works of the Derby 
Evening Telegraph by our Educational Staff. It was most 
interesting and the people who attended were most apprecia
tive of the arrangements. 

Dobson and Young, the famous broadcasters of musical 
appreciation, visited the unit and were very well received by 
an audience who had obviously attended under the impres
sion that anything was better than gardening and who left 
wishing that further visits could be ,arranged. At present we 
are busily engaged in arranging R.A. displays in Leeds and 
Sheffield areas. A number of our male personnel have already 
departed for the three weeks' tour and in a few more days 
the A.T.S., under Staff-Sergeant Buckle, who has already 
experienced an English summer under canvas, will also say 
good-bye. We wish them a good time and no more bad 
weather. 

The C.O. has made several journeys recently, which have 
caused the inevitable rumours that we are moving, and to 
date he has been reported to be viewing camps in all the main 
towns and villages from Blackpool to Catterick. 

Arrivals. We extend a hearty welcome to the following: 
Junior Commander Stevenson, Lieutenant Barber, Second
Lieutenant Green and Second-Lieutenant Lepper. 

Marriages. Congratulations to Private Jepson, who is 
shortly to marry an ex-member of this unit, Corporal Hare. 

Sport. The soccer season closed with a final game against 
R.E.M.E., Castle Donnington, and ended in another defeat 
by 4 goals to nil. 

After numerous hours at the practice nets our cricket team 
has had varying successes and failures, but fine performances 
have been achieved by Sergeant R. A. C. Drake, who heads 
the batting list, and some remarkably good bowling by 
W.0.II F. Pavey, who twice this season has taken 4 wickets 
for 5 runs. 

WESTERN (;01UMAND (M) SIGNAL 

REGIMENT 

June 
General. The G.O.C.-in-C., Lieutenant-General Sir Frank 

Simpson, inspected the Signal Office in Command H.Q. and 
Blacon Camp on the 30th. The General and his A.D.C. 
and the C.S.O. all stayed to lunch in the Officers' Mess. 
Brigadier Bowen, the C.S.0., has most unfortunately pulled 
a tendon in his leg and is now only able to move about on 
crutches. We all wish him a very speedy recovery. 

Some T.A. Units will be sharing the joys (?) of Blacon 
Camp with us during the next few weeks, and the first, 
22 Corps Signals, from Liverpool, has arrived. From all the 
signs it would seem that although they may be numerically 
inferior, the post-war T.A. is in no way behind the pre-war 
T.A. in making itself at home when in camp-particularly 
in the evenings. 

Departures. A number of the old stalwarts among the 
officers have now left for civilian life: Captain "Ivor" Cox, 
the Adjutant, and "Tiger" (the orderlies can now ride their 
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bicycles in safety!), Captain Butler (Milford Haven), Captain 
Maxwell (Shrewsbury) and Captain West (Preston). The 
District Troops are now under the direct command of the 
S.O., Royal Signals, at District H.Q. 

Sport. Major Sawers has been very busy trying to build 
up a cricket team in the camp. After a number of changes, 
he now has a reasonable number of players to call upon. Our 
star player, however, is still S .S.M. Dawson, P.S.I. to 62 H .Q. 
Signal Regiment, T.A. 

No. 3 SQUADRON. The main activity during June has 
been the formation and first tour of our Mobile Demonstra
tion Team for J.T.C. and A.C.F. camps. The demonstration 
consists of three technical vehicles, an A.C.V. H.P. (6 x 6), a 
T.E.V. (Div.) and an L.C.V. (H.P.), together with a collec
tion of modern equipment such as wireless sets Nos. 62, 31 
and 88, teleprinters and a wire recorder. The demonstration 
is normally set up in the open in a hollow square and the 
cadets pass from one stand to the next in organised parties 
of from 10 to 15. One of the biggest attractions is the wire 
recorder demonstrated by Lance-Corporal Long, who has 
now recorded such famous voices as those of the Secretary 
of State for War and the G.O.C.-in-C., Western Command. 

The team has so far visited camps at Walney, Barrow-in
Furness, on 24th June, and at Stanley Park, Blackpool, on 
25th June. This latter camp is extremely popular with the 
members of the team, but hard on their pockets. 

The team is at present commanded by W .O.II R. G. 
Mitchell, ably assisted by 16 other ranks. Their programme 
during July and August will take them throughout Wales 
and the Midlands. 

NORTHERN IRELA..'l\'D DISTRICT (lU) 
SIGNAL SqlJADRON 

July 
Quite a few changes have taken place during the month; 

releases have continued merrily on, bringing joy to the 
hearts of the "group happy brigade," who zealously watch 
the calendar and begin to chase the pay bloke, documents 
clerk and various other seemingly unresponsive individuals 
about a month before they are due to drop their rank and 
become just plain "Mr." Most notable amongst our recent 
losses was one Corporal Jarvis, a well-known figure to ex
members of the Squadron both as a member of the football 
team and the cricket eleven; his support will be sadly 
missed; we wish...him and all who went with him succes 
in civilian life. 

Several old faces have vanished from the cheerful band 
of the A.T.S. Private Thelma Reeves has left the toil of 
dealing with Part I orders to look after her husband, and 
Corporal Margaret Drake and Private Jean Hubbard prefer 
being housewives to dealing with " Pips " and " 0 Pips" 
in the Signal Office. The best of luck to them all in their 
new trend of life. 

Corporal Holland has left us for the home of all good 
Cipher Operators, H.G., where he will become a Corp:, 
tradesman; we wish him success on his course and a good 
Unit at the end of it. 

The very popular whist drives having been cancelled for 
the summer months, have created a gap in our entertain
ment programme, but a Unit dance, run during the month, 
was well supported and proved a great success, congratu
lations and thanks going to the Entertainments Officer and 
his voluntary staff, who made this possible by the work they 
put into decorating the gymnasium. Golf is still news there 
being two competition running at the pre ent time, two
ball and four-ball. Corporal Biles, our astute pay bloke, 
was unlucky in the fir t round of the two-ball competition 
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m being kno ked out at the last hole, but our hopes are 
till high regarding the winner of the four-ball competition. 

The quadron were challenged by Camp Staff H.Q. 
'.I.D. to a game of cricket during the month H.Q. proving 

the better team b · eight runs but there will be another 
dav when we shall be able to field our full team. 

Gone are the days when cricket was considered an "all 
men·s" game; the A.T .. of the Squadron are seen every 
night practising at the nets, and some can give quite a 
good account of themselves. Injuries, of which there have 
been plenty, don't seem to deter them in any way. Corporal 
Mc reill placed herself at the receiving end of a ball and 
came off worst. 

\X1e .rend a hearty greeting to all newcomers, both A.T.S. 
and military, who have joined us during the last month. 
Mav their sta r be long and happy. A special greeting goes 
to ignalman Rush, clerk, a trade which was thought to 
have become extinct; if he is by nature, as he is by name, 
maybe the O.R. . can use his hair restorer to a good 
purpose. 

And so for the present good station, everybody. 

* * * 
Love 

He seized me by my slender neck 
I could not shout nor scream, 

He dragged me to his dingy room 
Where we could not be seen. 

He tore aside my flimsy wrap 
And gazed upon my form, 

For he was tired, bot and damp, 
And I was feeling warm. 

His feverish lips he pressed to mine, 
I gave of every drop; 

He drained me of my very soul, 
I could not make him stop. 

He made me what I am today, 
That's why you see me here, 

An empty bottle thrown away 
That oqce was full of beer. 

* * 
Begone! Dull Care! 

J.D. 

In response to numerous inquiries, we publish the follow
ing particulars of the Royal Signals Corps March Record: 

The Royal Signals March, recorded by the Band of the 
Royal Corps of Signals - Musical Director, Mr. R. R. 
Ricketts-on H.M.V. single-sided lOin. private record. 

Obtainable from the Mess Secretary, Royal Signals H .Q. 
Mess, Messines Lines, Catterick Camp, Yorkshire. Price 
3/6, including postage. 

The Mess Secretary regrets that he is unable to provide 
packing material, so .intending purchasers are requested to 
forward suitable packing material with a P.O. or cheque to 
the value of 3/6. 

The available stock is about seventy records. 

* * * 
Junior Training Corp /Army Cadet Force 

Readers of THE WIRE will be interested to know that 
there are some 300 Units of the Junior Training Corps and 
Army Cadet Force that have " Signal " Platoons. 

The Editor will gladly publish an article by a serving 
~ember of the Corps on the work of one or other of these 
Signal Platoons. 
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British 
Ar Illy 

of the Rhine 

CHIEF SIGl\"AL OFFICEn·s llll."\N(;H . 

Headquarters, D.A.O.U. 

In the June, 1948, copy of THE \X-'IRE we noted what was 
thought to be the first post-war contribution to be submitted 
by a Signals Staff Branch (Chief Air Formation Officer' s 
Branch, Singapore). To be correct, it was probably the first 
article, but not the first contribution. We of S.X. Branch 
H.Q., B.A.0.R. would like to submit our claim as the first 
contributors from the staff, which consiste~ of a photograph 
of this-not unprepossessing-branch, in the May, 1948, 
issue of THE WIRE. 

Anyway, we don't want to " split hairs " and would like 
to follow the article by C.A.F.S.0.'s Branch, Singapore, with 
one of our own. 

The clerical staff are too numerous to mention in full, but 
the team is ably led by W.O.II Homer, and well backed up 
by Sergeant Osborne. Mention must also be made of the 
P.A. to the C.S.0., W.O.I Partridge, who is also i/c tele
phone directories. Mr. Partridge, who has been here nearly 
two years, is leaving shortly for a new appointment in 
the U.K. 

During the last few months we have had a few changes, 
both in officers and other ranks, mainly due to demob, and 
it is always with a sad heart (and often an aching head ! ) that 
we wave farewell at Bad Oeynhausen station to the home
going warriors who have finished their Army careers as 
" pen-pushers." 

Notable amongst the latest to leave has been Captain Jerry 
Madden, M.B.E., who excelled in writing revues for the Mer
cury Theatre. His last one, "Spring Shift," was greatly 
appreciated by H.R.H. The Princess Royal during her recent 
visit to B.A.O.R. Captain Joe .Gibson is another whose loss 
we consider irreplacable. 
. It was with 'regrets that we recently said "Good-bye" to 

our C.S.0., Brigadier W. H. G. Rogers, C.B.E., who after two 
years in B.A.O.R. has left to take up a fresh appointment 
in the U.K. We should like to wish him the very best of luck 
in his new job, and hope he enjoyed the little send-off his 
branch gave him, although we realise it was only a " spot in 
the ocean" compared with the send-offs he received from 
the remainder of Rhine Army. 

We are fortunate in having Colo.Qel A. E . Morrison, o.B.E., 
as our present acting C.S.O. 

Whilst on the subject of personalities, mention must be 
made of Captain R. V. Pearce, M.B.E., who after 34 years' 
servic~ left what he considered to be the finest job for any 
man m order to settle as a civilian in Canada. As Captain 
Pearce said in one of his many brilliant orations just before 
leavi~g, "It'~ a sad heart that beats beneath this dirty shirt," 
and it was with equally sad hearts that we said "Good-bye " 
to a fine old soldier. 

S.X. Branch is still situated in the Deutsche Bank, on the 
corner of Kloster and Porta Strasse, and we are fortunate 
in having the best billets in Bad Oeynhausen, next door to 
the Branch. There is no lack of entertainment as ther are 
a couple of cinemas, two theatres and quite a number of 
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clubs. There are also ample facilities for tennis, swimming, 
cycling, fishing and cricket, as well as provisions to carry on 
numerous hobbies. The Royal Army Education Corps are 
most enterprising and helpful, providing several useful 
courses. 

Recently we had a Branch cricket match, which consisted 
mainly of the Tels boys versus the S.D. side of the house. 
Although the match didn't prove to the spectators that we 
had any likely Bradmans, it did impress them with the good 
spirit that exists in the Branch, be it in cricket, table tennis, 
golf, swimming, or even work ! 

PERSY 

No. I WIRELESS REGIMENT 

Hamburg 

The passing of June has been accompanied by many "not 
so polite" remarks on summer weather, for this year the 
term "English Summer " is particularly applicable. How
ever, fortunately for the cricketers, it has been a month of 
bright intervals. Although no Unit team has been formed, 
inter-troop games have been very frequent. So far M.T. 
Troop appear to hold the lead against all comers. 

During the month one Unit representative, Major E. S. 
Whitaker, played for a B.A.O.R. eleven, opponents being 
teams from Hamburg District, Hanover District and Rhine 
Army. A very happy result of one win, one loss and a 
draw was achieved by the B.A.O.R. Team. 

At the Hamburg District Athletics Meeting in June the 
Unit was represented by Lieutenants Gordon and Notting
ham and Signalmen Brookstein and Tullett. Lieutenant 
Gordon obtained third place in the lOOm. and 200m. events 
and Signalman Tullett second place in the 1,500m. race, 
both becoming eligible for entry in the forthcoming 
B.A.O.R. Individual Championships. 

Tournaments of shooting and skittles have been the events 
of the month. The Officers' Mess managed to out-shoot 
the Sergeants on the miniature ranges though the latter 
achieved success in the skittling sphere by defeating the 
Corporals. However, as always the matter of superiority at 
contests remains completely fluid so champion teams rarely 
have long terms of success. 

Swimming contests have been suggested but so far the 
idea has had a chilly reception. Even so the Unit swimming 
pool is being used though admittedly by the hardiest only. 

Staff-Sergeant Thompson, our A.P.T.C. instructor, 
recently joined us from U.K. and is already busy preparing 
an inter-troop basket-ball contest, which should, we hope, 
be commencing very shortly. · 

Visitors and arrivals to the Unit have been fairly frequent 
of late. Here from the Middle East are Major J. A. S. 
Brown, M.B.E., and Captain A. C. Sugden. Demob. of 
course has marched away with a number of Unit stalwarts. 
The Officers' Mess bas said farewell to Captain Grewar, 
R.A.M.C. and Second-Lieutenants F. C. Greenwood and 
A. E. Marsh. The Warrant Officers' and Sergeants' Mess 
to S.S.M. Hedley and Sergeant Cattermole, S.S.M. Hedley 
"donning the bowler" after a lifetime of service. Very best 
wishes go with them all for success in " Civvy Street" from 
all of us still here. 

Corporals' Mess. Summer or winter come alike to the 
Corporals in the Unit in respect of their Dances, each one 
being voted even better than the last, our latest being con
sidered by many of the older members the prize-winner of 
them all. Previous members of the Unit will be interested 
to know that such has been the success of the Dances, a 
larger hall had to be hired, giving more scope for festivities, 
which, if based on the routine formula of " The more the 
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merrier " can always be depended upon to attain the height 
of enjoyment reached by those of yesteryear. Much to the 
disgust of remaining members of previous years and to the 
utter relief of others, the Corporals' Choir, of yore a thing 
of beauty and a joy for ever, bas been disbanded and the 
tea interval is now become a time for well-earned relaxation! 

The Sergeants accepted a challenge to a Skittles match 
and with usual competence managed to effect the coup de 
grace, although it was hinted that the scorer was in league 
with the Unit Quartermaster, which may have accounted 
for this win. The result however becomes, as ever, a 
secondary matter, as the evening's hilarity mounts and 
whilst not wishing to detract from the merits of their 
success, we feel sure that had not our members been 
cornered and subjected to some of the tall tales being spun 
for the benefit of the younger members, the reverse would 
have been the tally at the end of the evening! We now 
await a return challenge, to which all members are deter
mined to go suitably armed with ear-plugs. 

The month has seen the departure of at least two of the 
" regular-game-for-anything-members," namely, Corporals 
Liggins and Stevens, both of whom could be relied upon 
to attend any function, play if need be, giving full 
vociferous encouragement to the team, whether it be Unit 
or Corporals' Mess. We wish them and all other ex-mem
bers continued " good luck" and all success in the future 
and meanwhile we stay to carry on the good work in which 
they played so helpful a part. Until next month we close 
by welcoming new members and reminding previous mem
bers to keep " in touch " via THE WIRE. 

}OK. 

BERLIN SIGNAL SftUADRON 

'June 
Since our last appearance in these notes, numerous changes 

have taken place within the Squadron. Even the old corre
spondent has been replaced, .but in taking on my new respon
sibilities I hope to keep all ex-Berliners well informed of our 
present activities-indeed, all our comrades wherever they 
may be. 

During the present " siege" quite an extra amount of 
work has befallen us, but our motto is " Through " and we 
shall not fail. 

On 10th June the Squadron represented the Royal Signals 
in the B.T.B. King's Birthday Parade. Practice parades had 
been numerous and morning P.T. was supplemented by drill 
parades. But all our hard work was justly rewarded by a 
signal sent to us personally by the G.O.C., B.T.B. All who 
saw us, both officially and the casual onlooker, gave us a 
special word of praise. The following week brought us a 
special film of the parade, compiled by Public Relations and 
shown to us by the various A.K.C. Cinemas in Berlin. All 
who saw it will agree that we put up a first-class show. 
Keep it up, lads. Yours is the glory. 

Sporting activities during the past month have been badly 
curtailed by the weather, but since my taking over office two 
cricket matches have been played .resulting in a win for the 
Squadron on each occasion. The features of these two games 
are published below: 

19 June. v. 11 Husar . Re ult: Berlin Signal Squadron, I 2 
for 9 wicket ; I Ith Hussars 103. 
- 30 June. v. SO and S6 G.C.U. Result: Berlin Signal Squadron, 59 
for 8 wickers; SO and 56 G.C.U., 54. 

At the Motor Cycle Reliability Trials held in May, Signal
man Davison won a special B.S.A. prize. Well done, Yorkie, 
and we hope you have further successes in the future. 

The B.T.B. Inter-Unit Athletic Championships and the 
B.T.B. Individual Athletic Championships for 1948 were 
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held in the Olympic radium on 16th June and 19th Jui:e 
re ·pectively. Although. \~'C were u.-iable to enter a . team m 
thte Inter-Unit Competmon, we were, howe er, fairly well 
repre emed in · me of the individual events. They were : 

Lrnce-Corporal Parkinson, throwing the javelin and discu . 
• i~nalman Judgc,. -100, l,SOO, and 5,000 metres. 

ignalmon Fraser, 1,SOO nnd 5,000 metre . 

Both Lance-Corporal Parkinson and Signalman Judges 
were unplaced in their events, but Signalman Fraser got a 
second in both the 1,500 metres and the 5,000 metres .. I 
watched these event my elf, and being a distance runner m 
m\ \"Ounger days, thought Signalman Fraser wa v~ry unf~r
tunate not to carry off both events. When I interviewed him 
later he told me that he had been tracking the pacemaker . 
\X'ell we all make mistakes, and the Squadron say well done 
and wi h you all better luck next time. . . 

Football, hockey and Rugby will soon be with us agam 
and if we are not able to field a team for each, we are 
confident that the Squadron will not be lacking in talent for 
any representative games. . 

Departure and arrivals are too numerous to menuon 
individually but to all who have leh us we wish you bon 
voyage, antl to all you newcomers may your stay with us 
be a happy one. . 

Major and Mrs. Bower left us on 31st May for Civvy 
treer. On 29th May they were entertained to a social even

ino- !ri\·en in their honour by the warrant officers and ser
~n;s, and a very good evening's entertainment was enjoyed 
by all. The very best of luck to you both from all the boys, 
and we hope that your clubs are proving a great success on 
the greens at Mere. . 

Major L. J. Parker arrived in time. to be duly sworn m as 
our new C.O. at th same social everung held m the Warrant 
Officers' and Sergeants' Mess, and has since put in some 
extremely hard work. We were sorry that Mrs. Parker was 
not with us at that time. Several days later, however, I had 
the pleasure of welcoming Mrs. Parker and Baby 0illie to 
Berlin. We wish you all the ver. best of luck durmg your 

Corporal and Mrs. O"Brien and friends after the wedding reception 

stay with us. What still puzzles me is Gillie' absolute dis
like of .S.M.s. Can that be due to her military upbringing? 

The Wedding of "Haggis " M cGillivray. Now all the 
boys know " Haggis " alias Maggie, or. ~orporal J essam~ne 
McGillivray, of A.T. . Company, Brmsh Troop~ Berlm; 
they know her becau e she has the pleasure of sendmg th~m 
on leave. Now Maggie surprised them all by announcmg 
her marriage to Corporal C. E. O'Brien, of 16th Infantry, 
"I" Company, General Clay's Honour Guard, A.E.F., and 
who hails from Altoona, Pennyslvania, U.S.A. 

The wedding took place in the Church of 759th General 
Ho pita! on 8th May, and quite a number of the Squadron 
and members of the A.T.S. were in attendance. The bride 
wore a dress of white Brussels lace and carried a bouquet of 
red roses. The bridesmaid, Corporal Beryl Griffith, of the 
A.T.S., wore shell pink silk and carried pink roses. Sergeant 
Thomas Macllreavy, of the U.S. Army, acted as best man. 

We were sorry that Mr. and Mrs. McGillivray were unable 
to attend, but in their absence Sergeant Cliff Glennon, of 
the Squadron had the honour of giving away the bride. 

After the wedding a feast was held in the 48 Club, U.S. 
Sector and later the bride and bridegroom were entertained 
by th; warrant officers and sergeants to a social and dance. 

We extend a hand to Corporal and Mrs. O'Brien and wish 
them both a life of happiness. 

On 5th June, 1948, in the Church of Scotland Chapel, 
Sirnalman A. Topen decided to take the· plunge and was 
m:rried to Eva Hofmann, of Berlin. Corporal Jock Milroy 
(since demobbed) acted as best man and the bridesmaid was 
Eva Kuntze, a friend of the bride. 

We wish you both the very h"..st of luck. 
ROCKY 

N'o. 3 .\JR St:PI•ORT SIG:'\".\L .. -~IT 

June 
Since we last appeared in THE WIRE, this Unit has under

gone a complete transformation. Of all ranks of sergeant 
and above there is no one who was here before at all except 
S.S.M. Ja~es. New personnel welcomed to this Unit are: 
Major G. A. Fleming, Captain R. W . Milla, Second
Lieutenant J . E. Samson, S.Q.M.S. Blaikie, S .Q.M.S. Berr:r:, 
Sergeant Rhind, Sergeant Donaldson. . . 

Our major events in recent times have been Exercise Umty, 
which suffered from heavy rain, and demonstrations at Wahn, 
Paderborn and Lubeck. 

Sport. We have played three cricket matches this season, 
lost two and won one, and although our standard leaves much 
to be desired, we are making headway. Hockey has been 
revived and we are fortunate as the Barracks have an excellent 
hard hockey pitch. Swimming is another popular sport, and 
here again we are lucky to have a swimming pool on our 
doorstep. 

In conclusion we would like to extend our best wishes to 
Major F . G. B~lam, who is now in Accra; to Captain and 
Mrs. Sheridan on the birth of a son, and to wish them all 
the best in the Middle East; and to Captain and Mrs. H. 
Sumner, who have left us to take up a post at Vogelsang 
Training Area. 

ASSUDONYM 

* 

? ? ? ? 
• • . • 

Do you know the address of your local Branch of the 
Signals Association? If not, write to the General Secretary, 
88 Eccleston Square, London, S.W.1. 
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No. '1 A.G.H.A. SIGNAi. SQl'ADflON 

Luueburg 

In last month's "Wire Notes" I gave the results of the 
combined H.Q. 4 A.G.R.A. and Signal Squadron cricket 
team's first two games of the season. Both games were lost. 
I also expressed the hope of brighter cricket news for this 
month's issue. Games played to date since those first two 
setbacks, I list below, confide.nt that the winning sequence 
will continue. 

Combined H.Q. 4 A.G.R.A. and Signal Squadron versus: 
207 C.R.A.S.C. (home), won by 44 runs . 
I Oxford and Bucks (away), won by 68 runs. 
R.E.s, Luneburg (home), won by 10 wickets. 
School of Artillery, Munster Lager (home), won by 54 runs . 
63 Coy, R .A.S.C. (away), won by 12 runs . 
207 C.R.A.S.C . (away), won by innings and 20 run . 

The last game played was against 94 Observer Regiment 
RA. in the 4 A.G.R.A. knock-out competition, and yet 
another win, by 89 runs was registered. This despite the 
fact that S.S.M. (Bill) Nurse, a very useful all-rounder, was 
away playing for Royal Signals B.A.O.R. against Hamburg 
District, Hannover District, and the Rhine Army Ramblers. 

As a deviation from cricket, and possibly encouraged by 
the cold and wet wintry weather, we challenged Camp H .Q. 
to a soccer match recently. Yet again the result was a 
decisive win for our lads. After 30 minutes' play a declara
tion was expected, but the team played on for full time 
and won by nine runs-sorry-goals to two. 

On Monday, July 3rd, the judges inspected the Unit 
garden, for the Hamburg District Horticultural Competi
tion. A jolly fine table of produce lifted from the garden 
on the morning of the judging was displayed, and if the 
judge's complimentary remarks may be taken as a guide, we 
may be forgiven if we anticipate at least a complimentary 
award-with a stronger desire and- hope of an actual prize. 
Mayhap by next month's issue we shall have more definite 
news, so here's hoping. 

All members of the Squadron have been invited to write 
an article for THE WIRE covering most aspects of a soldier's 
life in B.A.O.R. A monetary reward is offered, and many 
members of the Squadron, paper and pencil in hand, are 
to be seen wandering around in a studious trancelike state, 
occasionally asking the nearest victim " How do you spell 
Euphonisms," or some such common or garden word. 
Personally I'm all for it, once these articles are submitted 
I might have the happy misfortune of being relieved of my 
duties of Unit scribe. 

Till next month, cheerio everybody. 

HANNO~'EU DISTRICT SJG~AI. St~rADUO~, 

11.A.O.ll. 

With the re-formation of the Squadron from 31 Inde
pendent L. of C. Signal Squadron it was with some regret 
that tlle majority of the older members of that Squadron 
exchanged the sign of " The Golden Dagger " for the White 
Horse of Hannover, but now that the White Horse is rapidly 
making a name for itself in every circle of Army Life, 
especially sport, I am sure that none of us will be any tb.e 
sorrier for the exchange. Many of us, especially those who 
campaigned with such Divisions as " The Desert Rats," the 
famous 51st Highland Division, 4th Indian, 9th Indian and 
many others have always experienced that pang of casting 
off the old love, but now in this transitional period, when 
the glory of victory is overwhelmed by the daily news, we 
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must put these memories behind us and adapt ourselves to 
the youthful ideas which are beginning to pervade the 
modern army at the moment. 

Operating with Headquarters Hannover District in the 
immediate vicinity of the old fashioned town of Celle in 
Northern Germany, the Squadron is now under the com
mand of Major G. Walton, who succeeded Major J. Purdon, 
the latter being transferred to the D.C.S.O.'s Branch Head
quarters Hannover District. Major Walton, whose previous 
command was in India with Southern Command Signals, 
took over the Unit at the end of May this year, and has as 
his junior officers, Captain Every-Brown as 0.C. Training ;'" 
Captain Haystead, O.C. Ops.; and Second-Lieutenants 
Ward, Goodley, Coulson Barnes, Hense, and Hawkins. 
Captain P. L. Dickson who was until recently Second-in
Command, has left the Squadron on demobilisation and we 
wish him all the very best of luck in civilian life. 

The Unit as a whole is fully operational, but time can 
still be found to train the youngsters of the Squadron on 
Battle Courses. These are under the very capable super
vision of the A.P.T.C. Staff and already 10 mile route 
marches and blttle training have been carried out. ot 
without some misgivings to the unitiated ! However, we are 
gradually getting into the way of things, many of us 
finding muscles where we never dreamed of. 

Entertainments. Our Friday evening dances with German 
guests invited are proving a great success and are one of 
the highlights of the week's entertainments which are 
numerous in this area. 

Sport. There is plenty of scope for every kind of sport 
in the District and already Signals have made a name for 
themselves in its many branches. Signalman Tugwell 
proved himself a star performer at the Headquarters 
Hannover District Sports, throwing the javelin 163 feet, 
while Signalman Boyce and Waldron excelled themselves 
in the 400, 800 and 3,000 metre events. Sergeant Falking
ham, who unfortunately for the Squadron had to take pan 
as a member of the Warrant Officers' and Sergeants' Mess 
team, secured a first in the 100 metres hurdles, second in 
rhe discus and helped the Warrant Officers' and Sergeants' 
Mess to success in the Tug-of-War event. 

Now that cricket is the sport of the moment, the Squad
ron is finding time to practice but have no real successes 
to record at the moment. S.Q.M.S. Harding, our new 
quartermaster who recently joined us from detachment at 
Hameln, has proved himself a star performer as an all
rounder and is one of the star players for Headquarters 
Hannover District. He is also playing for Royal Signals, 
B.A.O.R. One of his outstanding performances as a bowl..r 
was in a recent match against Rhine Army Ramblers when 
he took five wickets for 57 runs. 

. Motor Cycle Club. The Squadron has quite a fair sized 
Motor Cycle Club which covers motor cycling in all it 
stages. At the moment intetest is mainly centred around 
speedway racing, road racing and reliability trials. In the 
Speedway Club are six riders who have been building 
machines from scrap and, riding at rhe Hanomag Track 
at Hannover, Signalman Meacher has proved himself no 
mean exponent of the art of Dirt Track riding. We hope 
to see him putting up some very good performances in the 
near future. 

Road Racing has al o irs riders and supporters, ergeant 
Falkingham and Signalman McAuliffe representing the 
Club in the Road Races which are run at Belsen, under rhe 
watchful eye of Major " IronmQnger " Watt , the well
known T.T. rider. These two riders will be taking part in 
the B.A.O.R. Clubman's T.T. to be held at Belsen on the 
17th and 18th July, 1948, and it i hoped that we shall be 
able to include reports of their su ce ses in the next i sue 
of WIRE Notes. 

A Motor Cycle Reliability Trial was held on 10th July, 
14 members of the Squadron taking part on standard 
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B. .A. machines. Tbe course, in the word of the D.C.S.0., 
Lieutenant-Colonel M. G. A. Hepper, Royal Signals, who 
presented the prizes, was an exceptionally hard and arduous 
one and thrills and spills were the order of the day. 
Corporal Henderson secured the prize for the best per
formance of the day and al o made the fastest time for 
the cour e. ignalman Barrett and Signalman Meacher took 
econd and third places respectively. The meeting proved 

highly interesting entertainment botb for the rider and 
spectators alike and at the conclusion of the trials, Lieuten
ant-Colonel Hepper said he boped that he would be seeing 
the Squadron in action in other similar meetings in 
B.A.O.R. 

7th l~DEPE~DE~T AR~IOUUED BIUG.'\DE 

SIG~AI. SQUADRON 

\\. est1thalia 
· 1uly 

As someone else said on introducing their Unit to THE 
WIRE, " We had better tell you first who we are, what we are 
and what we do." 

We are at the moment the only remaining Independent 
Armoured Brigade Signal Squadron in tbe whole of the 
British Army. We belong to the last of the famous Desert 
Rats, and our Brigade H.Q. is situated in a small town, 
\Varendorf, some 20 miles east of Munster. We are respon
sible for the control of all the telephonic, telegraphic and 
wireless communications for a very large area indeed, stretch
ing from Oldenburg in the north to Detmold in the south 
and Luneburg in the north-east. In Detmold itself, attached 
to the 1st Royal Tanks, we have one of our five Out-Troops, 
"W2" Troop. The remainder of the Out-Troops are 
attached to the other Regiments in the Brigade. " W3 " 
Troop with 5th Royal Tanks at Hamm, "Wl " Troop with 
tbe 5th Royal Inniskilling Dragoon Guards at Munster, "V " 
Troop with the 1st Battalion The Rifle Brigade at Minden, 
and last and most recently, the remotest of all the Out-Troops 
is " W4 " Troop with the Royal Scots Greys at Luneburg. 

Due to the fact that, as with everybody else, we have lost 
most of the old sweats on release, our sports record at the 
moment could hardly be called spectacular. However, we 
are still fairly well represented in the Brigade Cricket eleven, 
both Major T. P. Saunders (Officer Commanding) and Cap
tain N. W. P. Pearce (Second-in-Command) being members, 
as well as S.S.M. E. Barnes, M.M., S.Q.M.S. F. C. Roberts 
and Corporal " Nobby " Clarke. " Nobby " is our shining 

The " line up " prior to a recent exercise 
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light in the sports field as he plays soccer, hockey and cricket 
for the Unit. 

We hope to hold a· Sports Day in the near future, from 
which, who knows, there may emerge a star or two to brighten 
our dark athletic .firmament ! 

From the less pleasant viewpoint of work we really are 
" up to our eyes" and frequently after having completed a 
shift, especially a night shift, members of the Signal Office 
can be ~en staggering towards the Mess Hall with glazed, 
unwavermg eyes. 

We welcome a new Foreman of Signals, S.Q.M.S. Eecke
laers, who may be remembered by 2nd Division and perhaps 
by ex-members of Waziristan District Signals, and say 
good-bye and good luck to Corporals Bob Brown, Es. Rudd 
and Tony King, all recently demobbed. Shortly we shall be 
wishing good luck to Lance-Corporal " Toddy" Hunter, the 
originator of the artistic and poetic efforts accompanying this 
article. " Toddy," during the year he has been with us, has 
been a constant source of entertaining cartoons and "skits" 
and, together with Corporal Bob Brown mentioned above, 
has produced " Melodramadness," an amusing Unit stage 
production which was thoroughly enjoyed by all, including 
the Brigade Commander, Brigadier R. P. Harding, n.s.o. 

Next month we hope to give a fuller account of ourselves 
so till then-Au/ Wiedersehen. ' 

MEDITATION 
While sitting here I m~ditate the while 

On all the beauteous splendour of this land; 
Of all things clean and good with nothing vile; 

Of all the things created by His hand. 
Refreshing breezes blowing through my hair; 

Restless stirring of the trees disturbed : 
Slow waving corn and roses sweet and fair, 

And cattle moo-ing softly unperturbed. 
The voice of Goodness speaks from out the wind: 

" Oh, go ye wash and clean thy tarnished soul, 
Oh, tread my path and rest thy torture·d mind. 

Repent thy sins, make righteousness thy goal." 
Then Evil, with his babblings raised in wrath, 

Comes forth in anger from his black abode; 

Comes forth towards the straight and narrow path, 
Along his wide and easy-going road. 

" Thou imbecile, oh mend thy cursed ways. 
You disobeying swine ! " . . . Then to my horror 

Concludes his ravings with the well-known phrase : 
" O.C.'s orders, nine o'clock tomorrer ! " 
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2nd INFANTRY DIVISIONAL SIGNAL REGIMENT 

Hilden 
1une 

The ~onth pro~ed to he a very busy one, the outstanding 
ev~nt bemg the v1s1t of the Chief Signal Officer, B.A.0.R., 
Br1g~d1er W. H. G. Rogers, C.B.E., on 8th June. This was to 
be h~s last parade in the Division, and H.Q. Signals turned 
out m full strength to give him a ceremonial send-off. 

The parade was, in addition, a distinction for nine mem
bers of the Regiment, as on this day they were decorated by 
the Chief Signal Officer himself. After the parade had 
formed up, the Commanding Officer, Lieutenant-Colonel A. 
B. McVittie, O.B.E., escorted the C.S.O. on his inspection, 
d_?ring which the C.S.O. stopped and spoke to many of the 
N.C.0.s and men. The decoration ceremony then took 
:place, and to each recipient the C.S.O. spoke a few encourag
mg and congratulatory words. 

The nine members honoured on this parade and the medals 
they received were: Long Service and Good Conduct Medal 
Captain T. G. Simpson and Sergeant H. Merrick; Indi~ 
Med~!, R.S.M. ~- Griffin and Sergeant P. Young; General 
Service Medal with Clasp, Palestine, S.S.M. W. Pitt, Ser
geants A. Archibald, G . Berry and R. Wilson; Territorial 
Efficiency Medal (12 years), Sergeant F. Ray. 

!he. parade concluded with a ceremonial march past, 
Bngad1er W. H. G. Rogers, C.B.E., taking the salute, with the 
nine medal recipients standing behind him at the saluting 
base. 

Once again you brought good weather, sir, for which many 
thanks. And finally, from the Regiment, here is wishing you 
all the very best of luck and good fortune for the future. 

The Aero Modelling Club is still in full swing. Almost 
every night of the week the " flying" types are busy con
:structi~g the various aircraft that are built in the hope that 
they will fly and break the existing airborne record held by 
Corporal Johnny Sutton. A recent innovation for the club 
members is that of a small engine which can be used to power 
the models built, and which no doubt will be called upon to 
do a great amount of work. 

The " Mercury Wheelers," the Regimental Cycling Club, 

~ 
f~ y 

•• ••. am enclosine J> ho10 of me and my doe. I am the one on the left .•• " 
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.. That's the way it is, mate, even if you c.an play a. harp ! " 

is also proving very popular. Unfortunately, just lately the 
weather has not been too good for outings which had been 
pl~i:ied for th~ m.embers to visit the various places of interest 
within the D1v1sional area. However, every advantage is 
takeI?- of the fine spells, and members can be seen daily in the 
everungs, and -!Dore so during the week-ends, leaving the 
barracks on their excursions to the surrounding countryside. 

The flower gardens within the Regimental lines are still 
looking very attractive and make such a difference to the 
general layout with the different splashes of colour from the 
many varieties of flowers that are now in bloom. The hard 
work that has been put into the Regimental vegetable gardens 
~oth those cultivated ~y German gardeners and the respec~ 
tive Troops, has certamly been well worth while. The gar
dens are looking extremely well and the produce from them 
is now being gathered in, and which will go a very long way 
to supplement the vegetables issued from R.A.S.C. sources. 

This month we said good-bye to Captain H. S. P. Miles 
(" Pop "), who proceeded on Class "A " release. Prior to 
leaving B.A.O.R. for U.K. be proceeded to Hamburg to 
spend a week or so with Mrs. Miles who, as reported pre-

. viously, has been in Hamburg Hospital for a considerable 
time. Our sincere wish is that Mrs. Miles will soon be well 
enough to join "Pop" in U.K. Captain H. S. P. Miles 
served in the Corps for 29 years and many of the old hands 
will remember him at Maresfield Park Camp the old Depot, 
and the various places he served in overseas. And also as a 
member of the Corps Athletic Team for his running. The 
Regiment send to you, " Pop," and Mrs. Miles all the very 
best of luck and good fortune for the future. 

Warrant Officers' and Sergeants' Mess. The highlight of 
J une was the receipt and installation of the eagerly-awaited 
H.M.V. radiogram on 5th June. Long had been the waiting, 
hoping that the rules and regulations with the attendant 
"red tape" would be waived, and eventually they were. It 
is an excellent article, full of "gadgets " as one member put 
it, and easy to operate. The radio section is first class, and 
the gram section just what a " lazy man " ordered, with auto
matic control for ten lOin. or 12in. records. Thanks are due 
to Sergeant Bill Burden, since demobbed, who started the 
ball rolling, and with the Commanding Officer kept it rolling 
until the goods were delivered. 



Our ocial acunu continue unabated, and we hope. to 
extend them when we take over our new Me s. The rad1~
gram is proving a trong ~ttrai;:tion and Serg~nt Yates is 
keeping the Mes well upplied w1th records obtam_ed ~ough 
\X elfare bannel . ergeant Cooley (A.C.C.) is gtv:n a 
welcome band and his tock of dance records is appre 1ated 
by all member . 

S.Q.M.S. (F. of .) Eeckelaers bas left u and we hope 
that he has ettled down comfortably in hi new :Unit. ~o 
doubt the arrival of Mrs. Eeckelaers in B.A.O.R. will put him 
on bis mettle (you poor man). We w~c~me S.Q.M.~. (~. 
of .) Mahon and hope for his enthusiasnc co-operat10n m 
the Mess. It is amazing what these foremen can do when 
one get them moving the right way. Thank you, Eecke, for 
your good work. . . . 

Our Entertainments Co=ttee gave u a smashing so~1al 
on Tuesday, 2nd June, an evening' en'.ertainment which 
was verv well organised and thoroughly enioyed by all. Well 
done, lads-a very good show. 

Sport. Athletics. On _Wednesday, 9~b June! in brilliant 
unsbinc, the Annual Regimental AtbletJc Meeung was held 

at the Stadium Wuppertal. A full programme was arranged 
and the meeting took the form of a combined Individual and 
Inter-Troop Championship. Commencing at 1100 hrs. ~he 
meeting ran perfectly to s~edule, thanks_ t? the co-operation 
of all officials and compemors. In addition to the normal 
athletic events, an interesting programme of races was 
organised for the ladies, children, Mercur):' Wheel~rs, old 
soldiers, and all officers and other ranks. Pnzes consisted of 
the Troop Shield, winners' and runners-up m:dais for the 
athletic events, and chocolate, sweets and other items for the 
interest events. . 

The meeting provided an excellent day's sport, which by 
all accounts was thoroughly enjoyed by all taking part ~nd 
spectators alike, and was also very_ well planne~, everythmg 
proceeding withou~ a hitch. ~red1t must _be gtven to those 
officials who orgarused the days sport, parncularly to R.S.M. 
H. Griffin, who certainly did put in a great deal of. work to 
ensure the success of the meeting. Lunch was obtamable at 
the Stadium under the arrangements of the P.R.!. 
Congratulations to Captain H. S. P. Miles, who provided an 
excellent lunch. 

"0" A Tnm with In ter-Troop Shield 

Sergeant Dan iels, " 0 " A Team, receivina the Inter-Troop Shield 

At the conclusion of the meeting prizes were presented to 
the recipients by Mrs. McVittie, wife of our Commanding 
Officer. The Inter-Troop Shield was won by " 0" A team, 
with "H.Q." a close second, followed by " 0 " B team. 
Mention must be made of gallant " G" Troop, who finished 
fourth. " G " Troop have only a small number of men to 
choose from, but under the able leadership and example set 
by Sergeant Berry, the Troop Sergeant, they certainly made 
their presence felt in the competition. 

Results were as follows : 
100 metres-Corporal Chater (L). 200 metres-Signalman Butler (A). 

400 metre -Signalman Boot (G). 800 met res-Signalman B=a u ie (H.Q.). 
1,500 metres-Second-Lieutenant \Vaterlow (0 ). 5,000 metres-Driver 
Garry (A). 110 metres, hurdles-Signalman Hurst (0). Hop, step and 
jump-Lance-Corporal Edwards (H.Q.) . Pole vault-Signalman Dougla• 
(0); High jump-Lance-Corporal Edwards (H.Q.). Long jump-Corporal 
Chatcr (L). Discus-S .Q.M.S. Eeckelaers (H.Q.). Hammer- Sergeant 
Berry (G). Shot- Driver Thompson (H .Q .). Javelin-Driver Deakin (A) . 
Ladies' race-Mrs. McVittie. Children's race-Robert Fender. Old 
oldiers' race-Captain T. G. Simpson . Slow cycle rncc-Sergeant Mc

Guinness. 

On Friday, 25th June, the Regiment took part in the 4th 
Brigade Inter-Unit Athletic Championship, held at Dussel
dorf Stadium. We did not fare so well in this competition, 
finishing last in a field of four teams. However, we made 
our presence felt by winning the hammer and coming second 
in the discus and long jump. Our track event men were not 
up to the t.tandard of the other teams, but although defeated 
were not disgraced. 

Congratulations to our team, who were keen and willing 
throughout and put up a good show against very stiff 
opposition. 

* * * 
Highlight of the recent Dock Strike! 

A Number 19 Set Truck Station, ordered to a point 
in the London Docks, took a very long time to get to its 
rendezvous. 

"Well, sir," the commander said in extenuation, "I kept 
on stopping and asking the way from groups of men who 
were standing about. They were all very polite and helpful, 
but we seemed to drive round and round the docks." 

What fun for the strikers ! 
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Other 
Overseas 
Stations 

No. 19 Alll FOHMATIO:V SIGI\'Af, HEGDIENT 

May 
A broadcast appeal for items of interest to assist in _the 

compilation of these notes brought down an avalanche which, 
on being sorted out, fell under two main beadings-Part 
Two Orders and " Lonely Hearts " Column. The first pile 
has been put into the " Laugh and tear-up " tray and the 
second into the ' Not too difficult" tray. In the " Baffled " 
tray I found last month's notes. Having read them, I put 
them back again and will now start afresh. 

Part Two Orders. These may be briefly summarised- in 
fact, they will have to be. 

Group 74 and all associated bods-not, u;ifortui:iate~y, 
April Pythons-are sitting on the door-step w1th their kltS 
.all carefully packed and rarin' to go. From that statement, 
all ex-members of the Regiment will know which of their old 
pals are still with us. To all who have gone we wis.h the 
b~st of luck in their new spheres but we shou19 also like to 
point out that a spare tent will always be available in Elim 
Camp should they wish to come back. 

Among the recent arrivals we are happy to w~lcome our 
new C.O., Lieutenant-Colonel R. Webb, Royal S1grials, wh_o 
assumed command on 1st April. He is no stranger to this 
part of the world as he commanded o. 4 (Indian) Air 
Formation Signal Regiment when they were here. A warm 
welcome is also extended to all new arrivals, far too numerous 
to mention by name, and we hope their stay will be pleasant 
and mutually beneficial. . 

Apart from individuals, there have been m~ny :hanges m 
the Regiment of late. No. 2 Squadron was reVJved m pec~m
ber of last year to cope with the increasing commumcat1ons 
•commitments of H.Q. Air Command, Far East. No. 3 

"Carola" Burling Pram . Major Griffiths 
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" Doushka •• Airborne Lifeboat 

Squadron resumed its role of Airfields Squadron. No. 1 
Squadron went into suspended animation when its commit
ments in Burma ceased on 1st January, 1948. The Detach
ment at Saigon also closed when its raison d'etre (pardon my 
French-the Saigon influence), o. 2 Staging Post, closed 
early in January. 

To offset our apparently diminishing commitments, a new 
Detachment was formed in January to look after Sembawang 
Airfield, which the R.A.F. took over from the R. 

The Yacht Club. Having at last discovered that the 
"~ainsheet " is not used for charpoy-bashing, I consider 
myself fully qualified to write on this subject. 

The main interest of the Regiment when off duty centres 
in the Yacht Club. Daily, many sun-tanned seamen scrape 
the bottoms of boats, paint them, step masts (technical 
expression meaning nothing to me), sew up sails and argue 
with each other. Sometimes they get the boats in the sea 
and sail them. A few clever lads have rigged themselves up 
power boats and get gloriously covered in oil on every possible 
occasion. I have never seen such enthusiasm for work before 
and, what beats me, they seem to enjoy it. . 

The fleet consists of six sailing boats (three pnvately 
owned) and two privately-owned power boats. T~ese do not 
include two recent acquisitions, both hefty-lookmg power 
boats which are still in the yard being overhauled and re
paint~d prior to commissionin . One of them is be~ng con
verted to sail. In addition, a small fleer of canoe-like craft 
dot the sea on every possible and impo sible occa ion. 

To appreciate the enthusiasm of the club members one 
has to listen to the " verandah admirals" giving forth on 
regatta da s. The critici m i fierce but sound. . 

The club besides attending all local regattas and orgams
ing its owd, often sets out en masse for an all-day outing. 
Then the power boats come into their own for they ac~ a 
ration carriers and also assist becalmed boat on occa ion. 
Following the e outings, there are u ually long discu :;ions on 
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In hubour. Snipos, Airborno Lifeboat and Power Tonder 

tactics and a few words on the old topic- power versus sail. 
So far, no converts have been made either way but one power 
man seems to be slipping. I could be mistaken, but the crew 
in a sailing boat with that keen helmsman S.Q.M.S. Bruce 
looked remarkably like R.Q.M.S. Burgess. 

The details of the club's successes are compiled by the 
Commodore, Major A. N. Griffiths. 

The club bas a thriving membership and eight yachts. As 
there are four other yacht clubs on the island, a considerable 
amount of racing is possible. So far this year we have 
achieved two firsts and two thirds in the two regattas held. 
We are lucky in having a considerable number of experienced 
mariners, amongst whom are Captains Len Nix, Bob Fisk 
and Archie Pagan. Len Nix is the acknowledged expert on 
the island, and his uncanny anticipation enables him to out
wit all comers. - Major G riffiths rejoices in a Burling Pram, 
which is " apt" to win, but it's strange that the " crew " is 
always the same--Nix to that ! 

There are no less ·than 20 Oass " B " helmsmen amongst 
the other ranks, and there is keen competition for "skippers" 
on regatta days. 

Highlights of the club have been the invariable reliance on 
Major McLaren for the righting of upturned boats and the 
conversion to "sail" of our dour R.Q.M.S. Burgess. From 
time immemorial, so it would seem, the R.Q.M.S. muttered 
about power craft, and now be is even seen in the water after 
squalls, and enthusiastic about " sail " even then. Major 
McLaren is always sent for after a capsize. He merely leans 
on the yacht to right it-weight will tell. Our last-but not 
least- highlight is our healthy rivalry with our C.A.F.S.O., 
Colonel T. A. R. Scott. He is the organising genius of the 
R.A.F. Yacht Club, and he and our skippers show a most 
un-Cbristianlike disregard of chivalry and the "Queens
berry" Rules. Yachtsmen always seem to bate one another! 

We send our salaams to the Corps Club, and hope to 
continue our sailing on return to U.K. 

The Camera Club. A quiet crowd, the camera fiends. 
They prefer to work in dark places. You never realise how 
many of them there are until the D.Rs kindly risk life and 
limb in a motor cycle scramble just to give them a chance to 
get some action pictures. Some of them may be also found 
lurking around the high diving board in the swimming pool, 
inveigling poor innocents to do some fancy d ives. The 
crowning glory came when one captain was persuaded to 
walk in off the spring-board fully dressed, just to oblige a 
camera fiend. 

Usually, however, they get together and dash off to Johore 
Bahru or Haw Par Villa and indulge in an orgy of snapping. 
Then they queue up for the dark room and run off various 

240 

pictures of which I never get a copy. I'll try to get a few out 
of them before I send these notes off. If I don't get them, 
I'll give the club no more publicity, so help me. 

The dark room is a well-fitted place with an electric contact 
printer and home-made enlarger (but efficient), which were 
donated by a gentleman who shall remain anonymous as the 
Yacht Club may not like it if they discover their Commodore 
is also a camera fiend. Recently the P.R.!., with the kind 
permi sion of the C.O., bought a new enlarger which has the 
advantage of being adaptable for use with 35 mm. films, 
which the other one isn't. With the growing popularity of 
miniature cameras, that is a considerable advan tage. 

Sport . T his is always with us and is more than a stand
by. A very keen interest is taken in all games, with football 
as the chief attraction. Cricket and hockey have also their 
fair share of enthusiasts. I will leave the details to the var ious 
sports representatives and content myself with saying that 
the football team did very well in the Changi Cup, losing 
only by the odd goal in a replay of the final. 

The A ngling Club. I nearly forgot these people. T hey 
sit so quietly on the end of the pagah (swimming enclosure) 
that they are liable to be overlooked. Only when one of them 
catches an eel does one hear them as it snarls up his line. 

They usually catch ·cat-fish so I can recommend having a 
member of this club as a friend, for it goes down well fried 
for breakfast . 

Otherwise, what can one say for this alleged sport ? 
Fishermen are born, so I'm told, and as long as they catch 
fish I'm all in favour of them-but their stories ! 

Congraiulations. To Major and Mrs. A. N . Griffiths on 
the birth of a son, David Richard, on 17th May, 1948. T his 
is a special occasion as young David is the first new arrival 
in the Regiment who did not come by ship, plane or jeep. 

SPUD-CAN 

STUDENT DOODLES-I V 

An Earth Phan tom 
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MALAYA COMMAND SIGN AL REGIMEN T 

Kunin Lumpur 
June 

R.H.Q. AND No. 1 SQUADRON. Very little has hap
pened since our last notes were submitted, although we have 
been successful in delivering the so-called " gri.ff" despite 
our quickly diminishing numbers. Since our last issue we 
have seen the departure of 72, 73 and 74 G roups, to whom 
we wish all the very best in re-entry to civilian life. 

In spite of the losses that we have suffered, as yet there 
are no signs of any reinforcements. 

We have begun to think that the Signals are the only people 
who do anything in Kuala Lumpur, for if there is something 
to be done the Signals do it. Operations, displays, detach
ments, Jap hangings, etc.- these are only a few of the many. 
However, although we carry all these things on our shoulders 
we grin and bear it. ' 

Our Romeos have had less " ticks " lately for things are 
getting better in the entertainment line. The monthly dances 
held in the B.O.R.s' N.A.A.F .I. are a great success. Many 
of the boys are forsaking the well-used " B. B. Park "; this 
is noticeable in the number of new faces that appear each 
time. Maybe they find that 50c. is easier to provide than 
paying 20c. for each dance. 

Our C.O., Lieutenant-Colonel Heap (late No. 4 T raining 
Regiment) and Mrs. Heap were involved in the much-talked
of Ceylonese Riots in Kuala Lumpur. We are very happy to 
say that no serious harm came to them. 

With Captain Pell looking out for the next boat home, we 
found ourselves with a new D.S.O., and this, to the surprise 
of many, turned out to be the R.S.M . (Mr. Bevin). At the 
time we thought that we should be doing a P .T. and check 
p arade each morning when we reported for duty. We have 
since realised that in the R.S.M.'s case it was a form of 
" leading the lamb to the slaughter.'' 

The motor cycle display team gave a very good show in 
the recent Kuala Lumpur Tattoo and were given a good 
reception by the local population. 

With the departure of 74 Group we said farewell to our 
tar football player, Signalman Mackenzie. He was the top 

goal-scorer this season. Our loss is Newcastle United' s gain . 
Sport is on the upward run, bringing the first team to the 

second position in " B " Division, while the second team are 
holding their own in " C" Division. 

W arrant Officers' and S ergeants' M ess. This bas been a 
very hectic month for the Mess, due to Services' Week and 
Tattoo. On the last Saturday of Services' Week we held a 
very successful dance. Among our guests were 20 petty
officers from H .M.S. Alacrity. Much to the "disgust " of 
the R.S.M., the bar remained open until 0130 hrs. 

We held a social to bid farewell to our late G.O.C., General 
Wade, C.B., O.B.E., M.C., and were greatly honoured in that 
be spent his last night in Malaya with members of his old 
Corps. " Grippers" were well to the fore on that occasion. 

We welcome to the Mess newcomers in Sergeants Douglas, 
Trethowan, Woodvine, Hildred and Dawe (on temporary 
posting from G.H.Q., Signal Regiment). 

TRIPOLITANI A SIGNAL St!lJADBON 

June 
T his is our first contribution to THE WIRE for some time. 

We apologise for the delay, which. we hope will not occur 
again. 

We said goodbye to Major Madeley, our O.C., at the 
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beginning of June. He returns to " Civvy Street " and ve 
wish him the best of luck there. In his place we welcome 
Major Landells, who was at Benghazi before he came here. 
We also welcome Second-Lieutenant Whitelegge to the 
Squadron. He is taking over the M .T. 

One Infantry division arrived here about two months ago 
and the Signals Officers have recently moved into our mess. 
We extend a hearty welcome to them and hope that they 
will be happy, however long they stay. There is naturally 
a little professional jealously, even as regards Amateur Radio 
Stations. Captain Carpenter mans the Tripoli Signal one, 
and, judging by the number of Q.S.O. cards displayed, he 
has a very successful t ime. The Americans here also have 
a station and they received a postcard yesterday showing 
contact with Germany. Good going! Still, Capta in 
Carpenter can claim contact with South America, which is 
even better. 

Sport . T he cricket team, Jed by Sergeant Cantle, has 
had a very successful season. We are lying second in the 
league at the moment to B.M.A., having won seven matches 
and drawn one. Our latest victory was over H.Q. 
2 AG.RA., whom we beat by eight wickets. The team 
work of the side is admirable and the fielding very good, 
considering the type of outfields we get out here. 

Amongst the star players of the team are Signalman 
Kent, an all-rounder, and Captain Potter. 

At basket ball we are not so successful, being half-way 
down the league, but we are champions at darts. 

T he Tripoli Army Athletic Championships were held on 
Saturday, 12th June, the heats having been run off on the 
previous Wednesday. The Squadron achieved some suc
cess, S.Q.M.S. (F. of S.) Knight being first in the javelin and 
third in the high jump; Captain Potter second in the 120 
yards hurdles; Corporal Macdonald third in the bop, step 
and jump, and Second-Lieutenant Whitelegge third in the 
three miles. 

A Unit dance was held on 18th June, which was a great 
success, thanks chiefly to the capable arrangements of 
Second-Lieutenant Copland and Sergeant Cantle. Thanks 
arc also due to all ranks who .helped to decorate Malta 
House (where the dance was held) and get it ready. 

The Tripoli Repertory Company produced " Rope," by 
Patrick Hamilton. It ran from 7th June to 11th June. 
The Unit played a very large part in the production and 
the play was a great success. 

* * * 

Royal Signals Di play 
Sept. 1-2 Guernsey Agricultural Show 

" 
6 Wimbledon Speedway 

" 
9 Wembley Stadium 

" 
11 Daimler Social Club, Coventry 

" 
15-18 Liverpool Tattoo 

Southern ommand Tour 
Sept. 20 Exeter 

21 Bridgwater 

" 
24 Bristol 

" 
25 Taunton 

" 
27 Barnstaple 
29 Plymouth 

" 
30 Torquay 

Oct. 2 Yeovil 
4 Salisbury 
6 Portsmouth 

" 
8-9 outhampton 

13 Reading 
15 Harringay Stadium, London 
16 Reading Tattoo (provi ion:il) 
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H .Q. 0 THERN AREA SIG AL TROOP, Mo hi . 
As this is the first contribution to THE WIRE I should like 
to give reader an idea of our position on the map. Moshi 
is approximately 200 miles south of airobi and situated 
in Tanganyika Territory on the slopes of Mt. Kilimanjaro, 
which i 19 770 ft. above ea level. The glistening snow on 
its peak i a continual source of annoyance to us during the 
hot season. 

The surrounding countryside is rather desolate and so 
our entertainment and sporting recreation is confined 
mainly to the town. Although the number of Royal Signals 
personnel is insufficient to allow a complete soccer or rugby 
team, RE. and R.A.S.C. personnel willingly fill the gaps 
and matches against local teams or di tant other units are 
usually fast and furious. We also have a hockey team which 
often plays against the ladies' team from Moshi. At present 
however, the rains are very much in evidence, thus some
what curtailing our sport. 

Congratulations to Captain Montgomery on his recent 
marriage. · 

Farewell to Captain A. W. Gay (The Buffs), who recently 
left us to accept a posting in Mauritius. All who have had 
occasion to meet Captain Gay will I know, join with me 
in wi hing him the very best in his new surroundings. 

Tai/piece. Is the " Grippers Shield" still being hot!\ 
contested between M. and B. in the O.C.T.U. Sergeants' 
Mess? 

Our soccer and hockey teams have suffered a setback with 
the release of two star players, S.Q.M.S. MacKillop and 
Corporal Anderson. However, matches have continued and 
enthusiasm far outweighs any lack of talent. Our pitch 
has resumed its normal granite-like hardness after being a 
mere mud-patch during the rainy season. 

The number of personnel is so small that it bas been 
found necessary to amalgamate the Sergeants' and Cor
porals' Messes. It is yet too early to make comment, but 
it is prophesied that the combination will be of advantage 
to all concerned. 

A farewell party was recently held in the Sergeants' Mess 
to give a good send-off to four of our members who have 
since left us for release. Spirits ran high, in both senses 
of the word, and it is rumoured that S.Q.M.S. MacKillop 
has decided to stick to wine gums in the future . 

We extend our welcome to Captain D. F. Willett who 
recently joined this unit and hope that he is here to stay. 
Captain Willett will take over from Captain Montgomery 
as O.C. The latter will shortly be leaving us and joining 
the happy throng in Civvy Street. With .the arrival of 
Captain Willett's wife, we imagine be should settle down 
comfortably in this Station. 

Congratulations to S.Q.M.S. Port, firstly to his personal 
benefit by the fact that his wife and daughter are joining 
him, secondly, to the benefit of this small, isolated Military 
Station on his winning the Snooker Championship in 
Moshi. There is a strong, friendly competitive spirit 
between the Civvies and the Military and that "Pip" has 
won the championship is even more significant than the 
mere victory implies. We gather the odds were against him. 
and his faithful followers were rewarded for their confidence 
quite handsomely. No doubt the civilian members of the 
club are eagerly seeking a return match in an effort to 
retrieve their lost glory. 

No one has yet attempted the three days' journey to the 
peak of Kilimanjaro, but it is intended to arrange one for 
a future weekend. We shall not reach the top, but it will 
be possible to get very close to the frozen area, as we have 
already got a start of 3,000 ft. 
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It is hoped that we shall be able to give an account of 
the venture in our next contribution to THE WIRE-if our 
finger have thawed out by that time. R.A. 

THE OMALILA D AREA SIGNAL TROOP. To 
many old ignal members, Somalilands Area Signal Troop 
is a stranger. I am sure, however, that those of you who 
have at one time or another sojourned in Mogadiscio will 
have good memories of B.M.A. Signals. T he Troop is in 
fact the r_-incarnation of B.M.A. Signals, and covers all 
communications in the Somalilands. This entails a section 
of the troop b~ing stationed at Hargeisa under Lieutenant 
Bott. Old Members of Mogadiscio Signals will probably 
remember Captain McLoughlin, an old member of Moga
discio community who arrived b3Ck here recently to take 
over command of the troop. 

In General.-Mogadiscio is at its worst, so we are told, 
at present, however despite all that " Mog." can give us in 
the line of " Mog Tummy," prickly heat and of course 
" Mogrot," you can still find a good number of us taking 
an interest in swimming. Eespecially so on Sunday morn
ings, and I am told by Lieutenant Hancock (B.M.A. 
Signals) that the " Signorinas" on parade there are looking 
as lovely as ever, and who could be a better judge than he. 

Of Hargeisa. Some of you will remember the "Tug," 
which bas at last, with all due ceremony, gone into spate. 
Recent arrivals include S.Q.M.S. Blake and Sergeant 
Batchelor to whom we extend a hearty welcome. 

Apologia. I was told by Troop Members after reading 
the first two paras that the heading given to this last 
paragraph is not only correct but was called for. Be that 
as it may, we hope you will accept our apologies for these 
short scrappy notes. In the throes of formation as we are, 
with aU its trials and tribuations, shortages and setbacks, 
this is the best we can do at the moment. I think we can 
honestly say that the shape of things to come will be much 
better, and who knows but the day will arrive when THE 
WIRE will hold up production because of the late arrival 
of Mog. Notes. 

Off the beaten track as we are, we should be very pleased 
to hear from any old members of Mogadiscio Signals wher
ever they may be. Till next time then, we send greetings 
to all Signals everywhere; hoping this finds you as it 
leaves us. BASHING ON 

THE BRITISH SOMALILAND SIGNAL SECTION. 
British Somaliland Signal Section has been recently formed 
from the detachment here previously, and we now come 
under the Somalilands Signal Troop. Due to the rapid 
increase of commitments we are at the moment in a state 
of flux owing to the usual lack of personnel. Everything is 
rather rushed--even, we fear, these WIRE notes. 

We consist of one officer, nine B.0.Rs., ten African other 
ranks and eleven Somalis. The Africans have mostly been 
here for over a year and are due to return to Kenya, their 
native land. It won't be long, either, before the majority 
of the British ranks leave here for civvy street. 

We send our greetings to our ex-0.C. and Section 
Sergeant, Lieutenant Mountford and Sergeant Bisset, who 
are now resplendent in brand new demob suits. We sorely 
miss them on the football field. Another stalwart of our 
football team, Corporal Hurnell, also joined " The Big 
Boat" at the end of February. We wonder where he is 
strumming his guitar now. 

Sergeant Roberts, our section sergeant will be leaving us 
within a week or so for the bright lights of Mogadiscio. 
His place here has been taken by Sergeant Whitehead who 
will be here for three months before leaving for Blighty's 
shore in July. 

We hope in the future to be able to make regular and 
more interesting contributions to the Corps Magazine and 
look forward to bearing from old friends. 
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Officers and B.O . R.s. Second row: Lance-Corporal Glenny , Corporal N. Alderson , Sergeant P. Ansell. Sergeant R. Clark. Lieutenant R. Howe. Captain P. D. 
Legge . S.S.M . W . A. Timbrell . S.Q .M.S. M. Radcl iffe. Corpora l K. Maul , Signa lman. J_. Marshall. Signalman R. Sissons. B.0 . R.s, third row : Lance-Corporal P. 
Chater, Signalman G. P. Campbell , Signalman P. Damont, lance-Corporal J. Christie, Lance-Corporal G. Spooner, Lance-Corporal P. Foot , lance-Corporal W. 

Doughty, Lance-Corpora l J. Adams 

No. 7 (M .E.) L. OF C. SIGNAL SQUADRON. Since 
our last effort at producing notes for THE WIRE, our scribe 
has been posted, and quite a number of the original members 
of the Squadron have departed on release or posting. 

In addition we have moved from our old location at 
Changamwe Camp, which we shared with an R.E. Plant 
Squadron, to a camp of our own nearby. However, owing 
to the shortage of military accommodation in Mombasa, it 
is likely that we shall have to share this in the near future. 
The new camp is a big improvement on our old quarters 
and has the advantage of being near the sea, with a magnifi
cent view of Kilindini Harbour. Arrivals and departures of 
troopships are watched with mixed feelings by the majority 
of the Squadron, especially the departures, as these usually 
follow mild celebrations in the N.A.A.F.I. on the previous 
evening. 

S.S.M. Godwin, with extraordinary energy for so small a 
man, has organised a bathing beach with rafts, dinghies, etc., 
and a large number of the lads look like South Sea Islanders 
in their swimming trunks. Despite sharks, every one enjoys 
the wimming and bathing facilities of Port Reitz Bay, and 
we are the envy of our friends in East Africa' Command 
Signal Squadron at Nairobi. . . 

S.S.M. Godwin has also spent a good deal of Ume makmg 
the camp shipshape and in time, as work permits, we hope 
it will be the best military camp in Bombasa. 

For the interest of old members of the Corps, especially 
ex-Rats, the following are serving with the Squadron: 
Firstly, Major H. G. Brett is our O.C. and another ex-boy, 
Captain F . R. Redding, is his Second-in-Command. Cat
terick and Malta will be interested to know that Captain 
G. H. Smith, our T.O.T. and Lines Officer, is in great 
demand for his up-to-date knowledge of the latest Signal 
developments, but it is believed he hankers for the hills and 
dales of Yorkshire, and views Kenya Colony with a jaundiced 
eye. We welcome to the fold Captain W. C. Bryn-Jones 
(late of Greece), who takes over 59 Construction Troop 
from Lieutenant D. Rothwell, shortly proceeding into the 
wilds of Mackinnon Road to take over our detachment there. 
Second-Lieutenants E. D. Scriven and C. B. Jame on have 
also recently joined us and we hope their stay, although short, 
will be a pleasant one. 
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On the last draft we were fortunate to have posted to us 
S.S.M. R. W. White (ex-boy) and S.S.M. Cadwell, both 
surplus to establishment but very welcome additions in these 
days of acute shortages of officers and senior N.C.0 .s. 
"Ticb" Godwin (ex-boy), R.Q.M.S. Chilcott and S.Q.M.S. 
Pugh complete the quota of warrant officers now on strength. 

It is with great regret that we lose Captain J. W. Bell on 
posting to Mauritius. We are sure that bis Ordnance friends 
in Nairobi will miss him, and it is certain we will, but we 
wish him all the best in his new job and congratulate him 
on his recent promotion. 

Captain D. F. Willett has left us to take over Signals at 
Moshi, and we are certain be will welcome the opportunity 
to exercise his knowledge of Swahili on some real Africans as 
a change from checking African civil employees. Lots of 
people would like to know if he is taking his car with him, 
but perhaps there is a museum at Moshi which could 
exhibit it. 

The Squadron has done quite well in the world of sport, 
but since leaving Changamwe Camp we have no sports field 
which we can call our own. The football team finished third 

.in the last military league held, and would probably have 
beaded the table if the team had not suffered by players being 
on detachment. Three of the team play regularly for the 
Area side, and in matches played to date the side is unbeatable 
largely due to the efforts of Corporal Craig, of 21 Medium 
Wireless Troop. 

Several games of hockey have been played, mainly again t 
R.A.F. teams and local civilian sides, with favourable results 
to our side. We have several cricket enthusiasts, and with 
the arrival of Captain Bryn-Jones we hope to raise a side. 

The writer of these notes sails for U.K. in the near future 
but will be returning. It is hoped that these notes will 
continue in his absence. 

DIK-DIK 

MAURITIUS SIGNAL TROOP. The cvclone season 
having pas ed, we are now ettling down to cooler weather 
with a fair proporcion of rain. 

Sergeant Hawkings, Corporal Iarkson and Lance-
Corporal Henderson left for U.K. on the Ascan'us in March 
and Corporal Woodbridge on the Eastern Prince in April. 
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Lance-Corporal Milner arrived from Ea t Africa by air in 
early April to take over the dutie of radio mechanic from 
\X'oodbridge · ptain Tomlinson and Corporal Harrison are 

th due to lea,·e for .K. the former on Python and the 
latter on la A release in June on the Georgie. 

During March, Major G. B. Donald, from the C.S.O.'s 
Branch, vi ited the island for a week. 

The Troop has now settled down at Headquarters Vacoa 
with the Line Se tion in the ol<!_ Naval Camp. 

IGNAL WING, COMBINED SCHOOL OF I -
TRUCTION. By way of introducing our elve , we ar~ a 

mall Unit of East Africa Command with a permanent cadre 
mprising four officers, 15 B.O.R.s and 66 A.O.R.s entrusted 

with the task of training Africans for ignal duties. 
The training of Africans in Signals will be a closed book 

to many, so perhaps an outline on the history of the School 
would be acceptable. 

Before the war, two small Signal section were in being 
with Kenya, Uganda and Tanganyi!.<1n Colonial Forces. 
One section had Headquarters in Nairobi, Kenya, and the 
other in Dar-es-Salaam, Tanganyika, and were known r si;ec
tively as the Northern and Southern Brigad·~ Signal Sections. 
Although called "Brigade Sections," the work was of an 
L. of C. nature, providing wireless commu ication to remote 
parts of the various territories not covered by civil communi
cations. 

The total British strength serving with these Sections was 
two officers and four other ranks seconded from Royal 
Signals, controlling approximately 250 A.frican all ranks. 
From B1itish reinforcements and this small nucleus were 
raised two complete Divisional Signals L. of C. Units and 
all the other Signal etceteras of war. 

Initially it was thought that the African had reached his 
limit in the sending and receiving of messages by Morse, but 
continual man-power problems made expr:riments in other 
directions imperative. 

A small Signal School was opened at Kabete (near 
"airobi) in 1939 and had produced, by the end of 1940, 

146 operators. The School expanded and moved to Karen, 

about 16 miles from Nairobi, and output gradually increased 
and again outgrew its accommodation. In July, 1943, it was 
moved to Nanyuki and had over 3,000 Africans in various 
stages of training and produced in its peak year (1944) 1,642 
trained men in a variety of Signal trades. 

After the East African campaign, requirements gradually 
became less and less, until only 25 students were left. 

In July, 1947, with the inroads of African service group 
releases, it became evident that a School would again become 
a necessity, and out ol the ashes of the past the Signal Wing 
oi the Combined School of Instruction came into being. 

Although an integral part of the C.S.I., the Signal Wing 
ir. located ome 25 miles from the main school. The main 
school is at Burguret, a few miles from Nanyuki, and the 
Signal Wing at Nyeri Station, about six miles from the small 
township of Nyeri. 

What's it like ? Fine. It is mostly a farming district, 
situated in one of the loveliest parts of Kenya, about 6,000 ft. 
above sea level and almost in the shadow of Mount Kenya, 
and although only 10° from the equator the climate is 
delightful. 

Sports ? Not for us the grandeur of stadiums, but some 
really honest to goodness rushing about a field with a football 
pursuing or being pursued by an African team, playing in 
bare feet, but kicking like mules (the Africans, not us!). 

For t\1e more staid there is golf or tennis in Nyeri town
ship. For the Izaak Waltons there are brown and rainbow 
trout waiting to be coaxed on to a seemingly succulent fly. 
For the more adventurous, Mount Kenya waits to be climbed; 
in the near vicinity there is every type of game from elephant 
and rhino to a field mouse, and many farmers are willing to 
allow one to take a pot at bird or buck on their land. 

Do the world know of us ? Well, VQ4KTH does his best 
on 14 mies. C.W. and phone, and gets out fairly well. Any 
Hams looking for a sked with a VQ4? If so drop a line to 
VQ4KTH, Post Office, Nyeri Station, Kenya. 

Anybody we know there? Well, the only officer -with us 
at the moment is our C.O., Major J. L. Tanner, M.B.E. "Q" 
Sanderson sees that the stores (and us) are kept in order. 
Sergeant Curd looks after the innards of our transport, 

NORl HERN AREA SIGNAL TROOP, NANYUKI . KENYA 
Oflicon and 0.11._.s. Fron t row (left to r iaht ): Lanct-C.>rporal W . Dou1hty, Seraeant R. S. Clark , S.Q . M.S. Radcl iffe , Lieutenan t Rea Howe, Captain P. D. Len e, 
S.S.M . W. A. Timbrell, Ser1eant P. G. Anse ll, Corpe ni l K. Maul, Corporal N. Alderson. Back row (left to r iaht): Lance-Corporal G. A. Gl enny, Siana lm an 
P. G. Damone, Lance-Corporal G. Spooner, Lance-Corporal P. Foot, Lance-Corpora l P. Chater , Sianal m• n G. P. Campbel l, Lance-Corporal j . Ad ams, 

L•nct-C(1r~oral ) . Christie, Sianalman J. Marsh&ll, Sianalm &n R. Siuons 
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$ergeant Mbela Kasema , B.E. M. 

Sergeant " Hooky " Walker walks around the school looking 
very important and coaxes our African friends to greater 
efforts. Ex-Boy now Lance-Corporal Bew looks after our 
technical stores, and this completes our quota of Regulars. 

The remainder usually have quite a lot to say for them
selves, but are shy of print. 

Well, that's u:;, and we're saying " Kwa heri " until the 
-iext time. Cheerio ! 

RO PAS 
N.B. Why Ropa~ ? Well just one who ruminates on 

pens and swords and wonders was Clive right ? 

NORTHERN AREA SIGNAL TROOP. Our staff have 
been not a little distressed lately by our attempts to repair 
our main trunk cable: the African casual labourer seems to 
have an uncanny knack of severing 14 pr. cable with one neat 
blow of his pick. 

Lieutenant-Colonel C. C. Danby, O.B.E., our C.S.O., visited 
the Troop last week. H~ seemed pleased with our showing 
when he inspected two of our derachments that were orderect 
out on " internal security" on the day of his visit. 

The Sergeant-Ma1or is very depressed at thl! moment 
about the postponement of his long-awaited trip up Mount 
Kenya, due, so he says, to the persistent issue of red tape in 
lieu of climbing rope. 

" Q " Radcliffe and Sergeant-Major Timbrell look like 
becoming the two chief squatters in the area; if they rely 
on the " points system" they'll still be waiting for a quarter 
when their time -for Python comes around. So now any day 
after duty they are to be seen roaming hopefully around all 
the unoccupied camps in the area-" home hunting." 

Release goes on at an accelerated pace, and it is feared that 
most of the people shown in the photo accompanying this 
1rticle will noi: be with us when it appears in print. 

KARANI 

WEST AFRICA SIGNAL R EGllU ENT 

June 
General. " The daily round, the common task" seems to 

sum up most of our activities this month, though a most 
pleasant and enjoyable break was afforded by the three-day 
Whitsun holiday. The B.N.C.O.s held a motor cycle rally, 
with a run to Wineba, a tiny seaside resort about 60 miles 
from here. The C.O . and entourage of C.S.O. staff were also 
last seen disappearing in that direction, loaded with what 
were taken to be elephant guns. Everybody appeared for 
work on T uesday m uch refreshed by the change. 
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The dawn of 1st June heralded "European Day," which 
will in future take place on each Monday. Briefly, the idea 
is to get officers and B.N.C.O.s out of their offices into the 
open air, and to exercise them in their professions as soldiers, 
and to give our AO.Rs their chance of showing their ability 
without supervision; in other words, the Unit, for one day 
each week, will be run by African soldiers aided by the 
minimum number of European personnel. 

The first European Day was voted quite a success. We 
all managed to learn something, including the taste of good 
food, well cooked and served in the open. Some of us dis
covered appetites that we thought we had left behind in 
England. 

The day started with a two-mile run-walk to the beach, 
15 minutes' P.T., followed by a 20-minute swim, breakfast 
(this is where the appetites came in), a short demonstration 
of mast drill (pull them through first, next time, F. of S. ! ), 
followed by a wireless exercise " Smuggler," during which 
many people were surprised to discover just how much they 
had forgotten ! Rendezvous for a resume of the exercise, 
and then the joy of an ice-cold bottle of beer and cold lunch, 
ably supervised by Captain " Q" Webber (the Smuggler 
Chief), whose obvious vocation in life is proprietorship of 
an open-air cafe, judging by that lunch. Back to camp, 
where vehicles were unloaded, washed down and maintained, 
which just left us enough time for a quick shower and a 
change before the next item-a gramophone recital by Captain 
Perry. We were not, however, lulled to relaxation by the 
strains of Chopin or Debussy; the recital was on R/T Pro
cedure, during which our many mistakes during the day 
were clarified and, we hope, rectified. So ended our first 
" European Day," its usefulness having been clearly 

· demonstrated. 
Our African ranks held a dance in their lines during the 

last week in May. We were able to see the original " jive"; 
whether this was natural or due to the potency of palm wine 
we were unable to discover. If nothing else, it was original 
and interesting as an insight to native entertainment for the 
newcomers. 

Sports. Our football team played its first league game on 
30th May against the School of Infantry, running out worthy 
winners by 2-0. 

Other matches played during the month have resulted as 
follows: -Played 5, won 4, drawn 1. 

Our Cup Final tradition is thus being carried on, for the 
information of the old hands of last year's finalists, now 
playing on real grass. 

Hockey. Our hockey team has played 7, won 1, drawn 4 
and lost 2. 

And so, once more, we say VA until next month, when 
we hall once again be on the air. 

* * 
P ublication Received 

Receipt of the following publications is gratefully 
acknowledged : 

JOURNAL OF THE ROYAL ARMY SERVICE CoRPS, June and 
July. 

THE ROYAL PIONEER, June. 
THE BORDERERS' CHRONICLE, June. 
THE CATTERICK ExPRESS, 25th June and 9th July. 
R.E.M.E., July. 
CALLING fuL GUN ER , July-September. 

* * 
Signals Association Buttonhole Badges (or Brooch pattern 

for ex-A.T.S . members) can be obtained from the General 
Secretary, 88 Eccleston Square, London, S.W.l, or from 
your Local Branch. P rice 2/6. Cash with order. 
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Bis play 

THE new papers in June and the July i ue of THE WIRE 
have carried much in praise of the current Royal Signals 

Motor Cycle Display which was at the Royal Tournament 
during the middle fortnight in June, and it is thought that 
readers of THE WIRE, both old, by which we mean those now 
m senior positions in the Corps, and new by which is meant 
the young intake now in training, will be interested to read 
ome account of past history of the display. 

It goes back a very long time to 1930 in fact, when many 
of the men taking part this year were perhaps only one year 
old. 

It was at Canerick in 1930 when the Commandant of the 
Signal Training Centre, Brigadier F. A. Heymann, was asked 
if Royal Signals could produce something to brighten up a 
flower show which was to be attended by the Princess Royal, 
now our Colonel-in-Chief. There was no precedent; there 
was nothing known in those days of the capabilities of man 
on motor cycles in the entertainment world. A very small 
party of officers and men put their heads together, and 
after a certain amount of very cautious eiqJeriment decided 
that the then " issue motor cycle" be run up an inclined 
plane some 16 feet long and 8 inches high at the top, and 
thereby be said to have "jumped." All went well; the riders 
(of whom only one was a bona fide despatch rider, the 
remainder being just chaps who were keen on motor cycling) 
rode about the field in unorthodox positions and eventually, 
amid tremendous applause, one or more of them " jumped." 

There was only one really untoward incident, when one 
windells, who was a most astonishingly good rider, although 

not a despatch rider, was doing a straight run the length of 
the field, standing on the saddle of bis motor cycle. He fell 
off ! The motor cycle went on and travelled a very con
!>iderable distance before going quite gently through the first 
three rows of spectators. Everybody except the performers 
thought it was all part of the act, and everybody near the 
catastrophe was very good humoured about it, even the lady 
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who was damaged, and that was only to the extent of a pair 
of stockings and very slight bruising. In those days, the 
happy 1930s, silk stockings were easier come by than they 
are now, and in those wonderful days it was possible to 
despatch urgently one of the team to run into Richmond, 
buy a pair of silk stockings of the proper size, and present 
them to the :victim. That we thought was that, at the end of 
the day, a good time bad been had by all, but it was definitely 
the end not to be repeated. 

However, one who was to become very famous as a pro
ducer of the Aldershot Tattoo, a Major Douglas Withers, of 
the Prince of Wales's Volunteers, bounced the officer who was 
in charge of the despatch riders at that time into putting on 
a show in the autumn of 1930 at a tattoo arranged by the 
Depot of the Prince of Wales's Volunteers at the Football 
Ground, Warrington. It was on his suggestion that an 
approach was made to the Triumph Company, which has 
resulted in an almost unbroken succession of the use of the 
Triumph Company's motor bicycles by the Royal Signals 
Display. It was on his suggestion, too, because it fitted in 
with his ideas, that the display should be dressed as Red 
Devils. Only some six or eight took part, and how they 
managed to fill a football ground will never be known. 

It was by searchlight and by cunning use of the light~ 
that the empty places, and there were far too many in that 
arena, were blacked out. 

That year, perhaps in advance of its time, the Corps 
invented the first rocket-propelled push bicycle. Lance
Corporal Strugnell, then no mean performer with a motor 
bicycle and sidecar (he later achieved almost international 
fame), was dressed as a clown and sent into the arena with a 
petrol can filled with rockets on the carrier of a Government 
push bicycle. As each rocket went off in succession he 
pedalled madly, and between rockets he slowed down, thus 
creating an illusion. Fired with great success here, the first 
approach as to whether the motor cycle could perform on 
the tan at Olympia was received with less trepidation than 
might have been expected. The . Depot Battalion's Riding 
School was borrowed for an afternoon and experiments were 
carried out. I t was deemed to be possible. Negotiations were 
fruitful, and a ride of twelve soldiers, a few extra men, Lance
Corporal Strugnell and the sidecar, a clown or two, a bathing 
beauty and a surf-board, all mounted on Triumphs, turned 
up at the Royal Tournament in May, 1931. 
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. Our reception was dubious in the extreme; Olympia in 
those days had always been sacred to the horse. " Stinking 
motor cycles, never ! " However, tact and perseverance 
conquered the difficulty of getting even petrol in that vicinity. 
The motor bicycles were not licensed for the road, and had 
to be pushed by hand a considerable distance to the nearest 
civil petrol pump. We went on, dressed again, and for the 
last time as red devils. The Press, God bless 'em, were kinder 
than we deserved. London reads its newspapers-London 
liked us ! We even stole about 40 per cent. of Mr. Punch's 
excellent article on the Royal Tournament. Emboldened by 
this, we accepted a few engagements at smaller agricultural 
shows around Catterick, and soon found, to our cost, that 
where the tan at Olympia is the almost perfect surface, grass 
-particularly if cut very short, and wet by recent rain-was 
the most dangerous. 

It was also a matter of concern to lengthen the show, which 
had been cut to 10 minutes in the Royal Tournament, into 
the 50 or 60 minutes demanded by the secretaries of the 
various shows. 

T he year 1932 saw the display getting into its stride, it was 
clearly worth while; it was backed by the authorities, the little 
band of " experts" were enlarged by taking over a complete 
squad of newly-trained despatch riders, and we went to the 
1932 Royal Tournament with a full ride of 24, plus a number 
of extras, dressed for the first time in blue. We were wel
comed as being a" show with a reputation." After an almost 
frantic amount of fruitless research to produce a comic motor 
bicycle, we achieved one which bounced as it w.ent along. 
We were ever-confident and sure of ourselves. We were 
perhaps not quite as good as we bad been the year before. 

That year was the beginning of the great change that made 
t he Royal Signals Display almost international in its fame. 
The horse establishment of the Depot Battalion at Catterick 
had always run the Riding Display around the local shows, 
and in 1932 the Motor Cycle Display and the Horse Display 
amalgamated during the August and September show season. 
There was a tremendous amount of preparation, carried out 
entirely in the evenings, training the horses to be unafraid of 
motor cycles when ridden in close proximity. 

The smaller agricultural shows of 1932 showed possibilities 
of the amalgamation, and in 1933 the full combined display 
went t0 the Royal Tournament at Olympia. 

The idea behind the whole thing was to show that every
thing that could be done on a horse could be done on a motor 
cycle and vice versa. We even had an elderly horse that 
would lie down in front of one of the jumping ramps and 
submit to motor cycles jumping over her. 

It was that year too, if memory serves, when Royal Signals 
won the Army Team Jumping at the Royal Tournament 
against all comers, C.S.M. Young on the famous horse Baby 
being the leader. It was that year, too, when the riding 
instructors from Weedon came up and asked if they could 
make a very short speech, and said that with all their 
experience they had not thought it possible to train horses 
as we had done to work with motor cycles. 

The years 1933, 1934 and 1935 had a combined Horse and 
Motor Cycle Display at the Royal Tournament, and each 
year we had a full season's showing at all the chief and most 
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important agricultural shows in the country, journeying to 
Belfast in Northern Ireland, to Scotland, to Wales, and even 
once to the Channel Islands. From the end of April to the 
end of September we led the life of a provincial theatrical 
touring company, returning to Catterick for very short 
intervals to rest and refit. 

Nineteen thirty-six saw the end of it. With an increase of 
mechanisation, the Riding Establishment at Catterick was 
closed down in the autumn, and after a last tremendous 
season the Royal Signals combined Horse and Motor Cycle 
Display ceased to exist. 

I t may be imagined that all these years had prov:!d a 
considerable strain on the Signal Training Centre at Catterick, 
and the removal of the horses provided reasonable excuse to 
stop all display work for a year or two, and that decision was 
wisely taken. It was agreed, however, that for one year more 
at least Royal Signals should be represented at the Royal 
Tournament, and the lot fell for the first and only time on 
a Territorial Army Signal Unit. City of London Signals, 
from Ealham, had by then been doing a good deal of display 
work at week-ends around London, and had gained con
siderable experience and a fine reputation. The authorities 
of the Royal Tournament, however, were adamant. The 
Territorial Regiment to give the Territorial Army Display 
for that year in the evenings only had already been nominated. 
If City of London Signals wanted to appear at the Royal 
Tournament as a Motor Cycle Display nothing would please 
the Royal Tournament more, but they must perform at after
noon performances as well as evening. They did. 

Bank clerks, stockbrokers, men of business, of trade, 
performed the astonishing feat of getting to the Tournament 
at Olympia in time to go on in the afternoon. 

The scene in the pits outside the arena was often incredible. 
One or more men in civilian clothes would hurl themselves 
out of a taxi and, undressing as they went, rush madly to 
the motor cycle bay where Permanent Staff Instructors and 
four or five Regular Signalmen, lent by a friendly Regular 
Regiment, were ready to help them into uniform, start up 
their motor cycles for them and get them into the arena. 
On many occasions a man was only just in time to ride 
madly through the swing doors to take his place in the team 
after they had gone on, but in time for his own particular 
trick. 

The Territorial Army gave a very fine display, but London 
felt it missed the horses. 

On the other side of the picture, the Signal Training Centre 
at Catterick had been ordered by the War Office that under 
no circumstances were they to cease their activities; t hey 
were to put on a display, with or without the horses, and it 
was a curious coincidence that the Regular Display from 
Catterick were performing at the White City while the 
Territorial Army Display were performing at Olympia. 

In 1938 the Regulars from Catterick returned to tlie Royal 
Tournament with a straight motor cycle ride, and this was 
given again in the last Royal Tournament before the war, 
1939. 

To single out individuals is usually invidious and only one 
or two have been mentioned in this article. It would be 
incomplete, however, to conclude without mention of: 

Lieutenant, now Lieutenant-Colonel H. N. Crawford who, 
starting with the Horse Display, eventually took over the 
running of the Combined Display, becoming a financial 
wizard, a showman and even a motor cyclist during the 
proce s. 

Sergeant, then C.S.M., now Captain (T.O.M.) E. J . Angell 
is the doyen of the Motor Cycle Di play. He tarted it he 
invented nearly everything it did. He disliked horses but 
worked for and with them. He went to the City of London 
Signals, T.A., a a Permanent Staff Instructor in 1935. 
There were then five D .R.s. In 1937 there were over 50 and 
they had done a Royal Tournament. He has been doing it 
again and again since. 
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JGNAL REPORTL"'\'G REGDIENT, T .A. 

(KEI\' SIXGTONS) 

T he notes submitted for THE WIRE by the Signal Report
ing Regiment, "The Kensington Regiment," are so brief 
as to be unusual. They are republished below but we take 
the liberty for the interest of our readers in appending a 
brief history of Princess Louise's Kensington Regiment in 
its previous incarnations. It is taken from Regimental 
Orders for July, 1948. 

HISTORICAL 

THE K.ENSINGTONS 

1908. The 13th Batt~lion The London Regiment, formed 
by the amalgamation of the 4th Middlesex V.R.C. 
(Kensington Rifles) and the 2nd (South Middlesex 
V.R.C.) Headquarters, lvema Gardens, Kensington. 

1909. The Colours were worked and put together under 
the direct supervision of Her Royal Highness, Princess 
Louise, Duchess of Argyll, and were presented to the 
Battalion at Windsor by His Majesty King Edward 
VII on 19th June. · 

1913. At the express wish of His Majesty King George V, 
H.R.H. Princess Louise allowed her name to be borne 
by the Battalion. 

1914. The 1st Battalion went to France, where it took part 
in the campaigns for the remainder of the war. 

1916. The 2nd Battalion went to France but was with
drawn after four months and sent to the Near East, 
where it took part in the campaigns in Salonika and 
Palestine. 

1914-18. Many battle honours were earned by both Batta
lions, and the casualties for the two Battalions 
amounted to 60 Officers, 1,130 Other Ranks killed. 

1920. The Regiment was re-formed again on to a Terri
torial basis as an Infantry Battalion. 

1928. On 21st May the Regiment formed a guard of 
honour for Their Majesties the King and Queen at 
the opening of Princess Louise's Kensington Hospital 
for Children. 

1937. The establishment of the Infantry Division was 
altered so that each Division should have a Machine 
Gun Battalion instead of each Infantry Battalion having 
a Machine Gun Company. The Kensingtons were 
chosen for this role in the 56th (London) Division. 

1939. In early 1939 the Territorial Army was doubled up 
and the 2nd Battalion Kensingtons was formed and 
reached its total strength in May. 

Upon the outbreak of war both Battalions were 
embodied and for the first few months were employed 
in guarding installations of importance. 

THE lST BATTALION 
19-W. The 1st Battalion went to France in April, 1940, and 

was serving with the 5lst Highland Division in front 
of the Maginot Line when the German assault started. 
After a trek back across France, with delaying battles 
on the Breslt' and the Somme, one half of the Batta-
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lion got away from Le Havre on 13th June, ten days 
after Dunkirk. Two companies were " Put in the 
bag" with that part of the Division that was trapped 
at St. Valery. 

1943. In early 1943 the 1st Battalion became the first 
Support Battalion of the British Army. This gave 
the Regiment heavy mortars and 20 m.m. Oerlikon 
guns, in addition to the machine guns, and involved 
an increase in strength from 700 to 1,400. W hilst 
still in the process of receiving stores and men, t he 
Battalion was warned for foreign. service, and in May, 
1943, left England for North Africa. In June the 
Battalion joined the 78th Infantry Division, and within 
three weeks crossed the Mediterranean and began the 
long saga of Sicily and Italy, which culminated in the 
arrival in Austria one year and eight months later. 

THE 2ND BATIALION 

1941. T he 2nd Battalion joined the 49th Infantry Division 
in Iceland. 

1942. The Battalion returned to England with this Divi
sion, with which it remained for the rest of the war. 

1943. The Battalion was made up into a Support 
Battalion. 

1944. The Battalion was changed back to a Machine G un 
Battalion but retained one company of 4.2in. mortars. 

1945. After VE-Day the Battalion moved to an occupa
tional area in Germany. 

PHANTOM 

1940. Colonel Hopkinson's m ission was sent to Fran ce 
to act in an Army-R.A.F. liaison capacity. In the 
" fog of war " which descended during the retreat to 
Dunkirk the mission was used to keep G .H .Q. in the 
picture about what was happening. On return to 
England, it was realised that this role would be an 
essential part of the anti- invasion force, and G.H.Q. 
Liaison Regiment was formed under Colonel Hopkin
son and received t he nickname of " Phantom." 

1941. A Squadron was sent to Greece. Most of it was 
captured in the disaster that followed. 

1942. The Eighth Army had evolved a very similar organi
sation, which they termed the " J " Service, and which 
was used from the Battle of El Alamein onwards. 

First Army had a Squadron of Phantom with them 
when they landed in North Africa, and another was 
sent out to the American Army in North Africa. 

When the Germans were driven out of T unisia the 
various merits of the " J " Service and " Phantom " 
were examined and the two were amalgamated to form 
the "Phantom " which worked in Sicily and Italy. 

1944. In England, Phantom had been organised to provide 
information for 21st Army Group and the Armies 
under its command. The " J " element was incor
porated in this. As soon as the bridgehead was estab
lished in Normandy, F ield-Marshal Montgomery 
demanded Phantom coverage of the American Armies 
which were then under his command. A Squadron 
which had been in training in Scotland with the 52nd 
Mountain Division was rushed over to France in three 
days and gradually expanded to cover the whole of the 
American Armies in France. There was a further 
Squadron which worked with the Special Air Services, 
which landed in France by parachute before D-Day .. 

POST-WAR 

1947. In 1947 the Territorial Army was once again brought 
into being. As the British Army had in the meantime 
decided to abandon the Vickers gun there was no 
longer any question of the Regiment being re-formed 
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as a Machine Gun or Support Battalion. It was 
chosen for the role of the Signal Reporting Regiment, 
which is " Phantom " and "J " on a reorganised basis. 
T his is the only Regiment of this type in the new 
Territorial Army. 

June 
This month has been one of feverish activity in prepara

t ion for Annual Tra ining Camp. We are going down to 
Canterbury on 10th J uly for a week, to be the guests of 
Eastern Command Signal Regiment, who are allowing us 
to use part of their barracks. 

We bad a 48 hours' exercise on the week-end 26th-27th 
June. We went down to Eisley on the Friday night, spent 
Saturday morning on lectures and the afternoon on a short 
exercise. Sunday's programme was much the same and we 
arrived back at headquarters late that evening. We were 
fed at Bisley by the London and Middlesex Rifle Association 
and found both their meals and their bar, as always, most 
excellen t. Everyone thoroughly enjoyed t hemselves. 

There has been yet one more addition to t he fam ily. 
S.Q.M.S. H oward, of the permanent Cadre, is the proud 
father of a daughter. Our heartiest congratulations. 

No. 60 u.q. SIGNAL REGIJHEN T T.A.. 

'June 
Since our last appearance in THE WIRE the Regim ent 

has undergone a change in its structure. Owing to the 
reorganisation of t he T.A. in Scotland, the 26 (S) Indepen
dent Infa ntry Brigade Signal Squadron (T.A.), Dundee, 
has become N o. 3 Squadron 51 (H) Infantry Divisional 
Signal Regimen t (T.A.), and a new Independent Infantry 
Brigade Signal Squadron is to be formed in Edinburgh. N o. 
20 E.G.R.E. Signal T roop (T.A.) has been formed at 
Paisley, and we welcome to the firm Lieutenant H . E . Lang, 
Royal Signals (of Combined Operations fame), who has been 
appointed O.C. 

84 A.G.R.A. (Field) Signal Squadron (T.A.) and 26 (S) 
Independent Infantry Brigade Signal Squadron (T.A.) 
attended annual camp at Comrie, Perthshire, with 153 (H) 
Infantry Brigade from 18th to 27th June. The weather was 
not what was desired, but a little work and training was 
carried out in spite of this. 

D uring the week, Royal Signals personnel witnessed a 
number of demonstrations, including Army I Air Co-opera
tion, mine detecting, t he Medium Regimen t (R.A.) in action 
and Infantry crossing water obstacles. 

On the Wednesday the camp was visited by the families 
and a sports meeting held in the afternoon. T he star 
performer on the sports field was Signalman P . Kelso, of 
84 A.G.R.A. Signal Squadron, who was placed in no fewer 
t han seven of the field events. 

On Saturday, 26th June, the camp was honoured by a 
v isit of Their Majesties the King and Queen and H.R.H. 
Princess Margaret, the Royal party motoring from Crie.ff 
Railway Station and arriving in camp at 1020 hours. 
Included in the Royal " column " was a jeep carrying a 
19 set manned by S.S.M. A. Grace and linked to a 19 set 
in Comrie Camp. A commentary of the progress of the 
Royal _party was received at the parade ground and was 
appreciated by all, as the troops were "standing easy" until 
Their Majesties arrived at the camp gates. H .M . the Queen, 
who is Colonel-in-Chief of the Black Watch, inspected the 
parade, which consisted of two Battalions Black Watch, 
one Battalion Argyll and Sutherland Highlanders, two R.A. 
Regiments, Signals, R.E.M.E., R.A.M.C. and Provost, and 
she spoke to a large number of the men. Group photo
graphs of the Royal Family were taken with the Officers, 
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Warrant Officers and Sergeants and 0.R.s, respectively. 
The Royal party received a rousing send-off when they 

left the camp at 1230 hours. 
On 7th May, 30 Armoured Signals and 85 A.G.R.A. 

Signals attended a week-end camp at Dundonald with 50 
L. of C. Signal Regiment, and carried out exercises in traffic 
control with 528 Company (Infantry Brigade), R.A.S.C. 

Welcome. To Mrs. A. Kerr, who has recently joined her 
husband, R.S.M. A. Kerr, here in Edinburgh . We sincerely 
hope that Mrs. Kerr will enjoy the sojourn in Scotland's 
capital, and that after so many years in Catterick Camp will 
not become " homesick " and yearn for the n ight life of 
that famous place she has come from. 

To ex-S.Q.M.S . D. M . Bannerman (ex-3 Command 
Signals and M.E.L.F.), who bas joined our 84 A.G.R.A. 
(Field) Signal Squadron at K irkcaldy. 

To any members or ex-members of the Corps when 
visiting Edinburgh to call in at our office in the Castle. 

No. II A.A. (M) SIGYA.L REGHIENT, T.A. 

'June 
Family moves and wedding bells have resulted in several 

regrettable losses from our strength, but our numbers grow 
none the less and we have lately seen the parade state exceed 
a " total all ranks " of 200. 

During April our G.O.C., Major-General G. W . E. Heath, 
O.B.E., D.s.o., M.C., visited Regimental Headquarters and 
inspected No. 22 Squadron at work. 

A successful Motor Cycle Trial was held in May on Hurt
wood Common, Surrey. Signalmen Hawkins and Thorndyke 
tied for first place with 93 points each and Signalman Over 
ran third with 85 points. The motor cycle enthusiasts were 
pleased to notice the interest taken by the A.T.S., who 
attended in fair numbers and even took part in the arrange
ments for the trials. 

No. 206 Brompton Road was again a scene of social activity 
in June when the officers enjoyed the company of the G.0.C., 
the Honorary Colonel, Sir John Dalton, Lady Dalton and 
other distinguished guests at a Mess sherry party. 

Now our thoughts are mainly turned on our first Annual 
Training, which is to take place in Langham, Norfolk, during 
the second fortnight in August. Everything points to a good 
attendance and to an enjoyable camp. 

Junior Commander Rogers is to be married this month 
and leaves the Regiment with our very best wishes. We 
welcome Junior Commander Aylen, who comes to take her 
place. 

This is a month of farewells indeed, for Sergeant Sherratt 
has left us for Germany and W .0 .1 (R.S.M .) "Mungo " 
Park is about to tackle civilian life after 24 gallant years of 
service. 

Our invitation to all Old Comrades to call in for a drink 
at 206 Brompton Road on any Tue day or Thursday evening 
still holds good. We also invite them to make a date for 
Hallowe'en (30th October), when we are having a Carnival 
Dance and would be delighted to see the.or with us. 

Two-ow E-SIX 

* * 

orp Tie 

We regret that the 8 6 Uncrushable pattern are at present 
out of stock, and that Artificial Silk Ties have had, due to 
an increase in makers' costs, to be increased from 6 6 to 7 -. 
Coupons are no longer required. 
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-t3rd (WE SEX) l~FANTRY Dl'\'ISIONAI. 

SIGNAL REGDIENT, T.A. 

'July 

R.H.Q. AND H.Q. QUAD RON. \ ' ith our Annual 
Camp looming large on the horizon our hopes are naturally 
centred around the Meteorological Office, and providing all 
goes well we e.xpect to have a grand time at Fremington with 
rhe Combined Signal chool. 

Amongst our planned activities at camp i a fully-fledged 
ignal exercise covering two or three da s, range firing at 

rhree separate ranges, a R.A.F. demonstration, innumerable 
films, bathing and two cricket matches-Officers v. N .C.0 .s 
and a first-class local Derby, Somerset v. Devon. M.C.C. 
and English selectors, please note. 

We hope to give a full report on our Annual Training 
Camp activities in our ne.xt contribution to THE WIRE. 

On Sunday, 4th July a range practice was held at Lang
port, one of Somerset's numerous small market towns. Our 
own H.Q. Squadron and No. 1 Squadron turned out in full 
and we invited 91 A.G.R.A. Signal Squadron, T .A. led by 
their able P.S.I., S.S.M. (Wally) Brooks, of S.L.I. fame. 
Being an ex-infantryman we regret to announce that he 
walked away with the highest score. Incidentally one of our 
star performers spoilt his score by persistently firing on the 
wrong target. (Whodunit!) 

Our next contribution will, we hope, be of much greater 
length; till then we close down on all links. 

o. 1 SQUADRON, EXETER, DEVON. Since our last 
notes many activities have taken place here at Exeter, notable 
amongst them being the Trade Test Board, held 19th-20th 
June. It was pleasing to note that of the 16 members 
who sat for trade ratings, 11 were successful; the rest, 
although disappointed, are determined that the second 
attempt shall not be a reported failure. A further three 
other ranks are spending time at R.E.M.E. Workshops, 
Willand, in an anempt to pass their driver-mechanic's rating 
before camp, and by their confidence it's in the bag. 

The lads here do love an open range shoot. On Sunday, 
4th July, a shoot was arranged at Langport. It meant get
ting to the Drill Hall quite early as we had some 40 miles to 
travel. What a day, raining like hell, and by the time we 
started all were feeling uncomfortable. And what a muster, 
all but two of the Squadron were accounted for ! At Honi
ton a sleepy roadside cafe owner must have thought a cyclone 
had hit his shop, tea and biscuits being the order of the day. 
It was here that we had the last look at our beer wagon for 
quite a period, in fact the situation became so bad that we 
had to send out a search party in case the driver should have 
drunk all our coloured water. At last, amidst terrific cheer
ing, the wagon came into view; the excitement was intense. 
Was it there or not ? It was now we learnt that the driver 
had got lost and had not, as we thought, gone on a private 
booze-up. There is a rumour that Corporal Ofield, the 
driver of the said vehicle, is now proceeding to the School 
of Signals, Catterick, on a map-reading course from 7th 
August, 1948, to 6th August, 1950. That'll learn him to 
muck about with our beer. 

The relationship between 1st (Exeter) Battalion A.C.F. and 
No. 1 Squadron is most cordial, in fact quite a few challenges 
are floating around. On 16th July, a party is being held. 
Darts, crib, table tennis, billiards, snooker and no doubt 
kitties will be played with the keenness that is uppermost 

here. 
Work is now in progress preparing for Annual Training 

Camp. Accommodation is available from 24th July to 2nd 
AuguM at the Combined Signal School, Fremington, and 
speaking from personal experience this School is "tops." 

2SO 

We're hoping to have ome intere ting note for you to read 
after our return. 

No. 2 QUADRO T' BRIDGWATER SOMERSET. 
We welcome into the quadron e.x-Guardsman T. A. Wookey, 
of the Welsh Guards, and in the near future we expect to 
see more boot tud than gravel stones on the Drill Hall 
parade cum M .T. ground. 

Outstanding features of the month are as follows: Trade 
Test Board at Exeter, week-end 19th-20th June, and also two 
well-enjoyed .303 range practices at Langport open range· 
on two consecutive Sundays. 

Salaams. To R.S.M. (" Maxy") Meese, soldiering bard in 
London, from S.S.M. (" Nobby ") Hall, ex-2nd Divisional 
Signals. WrLCO, NoBBY 

No. 15 .\..A. (M) SIGNAL REGUIENT, T.A. 

'July 

38 A.A. (M) SIG AL SQUADRON. The Squadron 
spent their first annual camp at Langham, near Holt, 
Norfolk, from 28th May to 12th June. 

Our O.C., Captain J . Kilner, who was unable to attend, 
came to see the Squadron off at Westgate Station. T he 
weather was favourable at first, but having let the Regiment 
settle in, deteriorated and continued to be uncongenial until 
the end of the first week. During the econd week the 
weather was much better. 

Most of the male personnel of the Squadron were familiar 
with camp life, but quite a number of the A.T.S. were 
having their first taste of life under canvas. On one or 
two occasion they just managed to get out from under the 
canvas in time as the wind took a band in dismantling the 
camp. 

In spite of adverse weather conditions, the spirit was very 
good. A number of football matches arranged with neigh
bouring Units had to be written off due to rain. The 
A.T.S. were in a similar plight over their hockey arrang;!
ments. A Regimental concert was given towards the end 
of the camp period and three of our Squadron A.TS.
Privates Audrey Newman, Joyce Newman and Margaret 
Pimperton-sang. 

A camp farewell party was organised by members of the 
Squadron on the evening before leaving camp in that 
memorable and historic village of Stiffkey. 

Technical training at camp was particularly successful 
and rounded off the previous year's training on drill even
ings. Several members of the Squadron passed their trade 
tests and are to be congratulated on their achievement. 

Training included visits to gun sites at Weybourne A.A. 
Practice Camp during actual firing. An unusual slow 
motion demonstration on a 3.7 H .A.A. gun, unintentionally 
given by Private ---, received a round of applause. She 
was convinced that she'd "broken" the gun. 

In the lecture rooms, midst a tangle of technical terms, 
many new friends were made, old acquaintances strengthened 
and dialectic difficulties (those Geordies) defeated. 

Members of the Squadron are looking forward eagerly to· 
future camps. 

We have two recent promotions. Congratulations to 
Corporal Marion Scargall (ex-W.A.A.F.) and Lance
Corporal Margaret Fawley on their additional progress 
towards Chief Controller. 

* * * 
"Copy" should be despatched in time to reach the Editor 

by the 16th of the month. 
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No. 2:s (SOUTHERN) CORPS SIGNAL 

HEGIMENT, T.A. 

'June 

Since our last notes an all ranks dance has been held 
with great success. Old members will note that Colonel 
Lloyd attended and looked extremely fit; quite a few bodies 
got down to " gripping" with him. Colonel Vigers, our 
Honorary Colonel, also gave us the pleasure of his com
pany. The Rifle Club goes from success to success. In 
a return match, at home, the Signals Reporting Regiment 
(the Princess Louise's Kensington Regiment) were again 
beaten. Their next.match is against the 27th London Home 
Gll'.1rd,_ and various matches have been arranged against 
Umts m the R.A.F., Royal Navy, as well as in the Army. 
The Regiment had a day off for a shoot on 6th June at 
Ash Vale Range, Aldershot. Considering that a half-gale 
~as blowing and rain falling for most of the day, the shoot
mg was to be commended. If any Regiment is interested 
jn shooting against us, please contact the Adjutant. Postal 
matches will gladly be arranged. 

T his month we present the members of No. 1 Squadron, 
Jed by Captain Cocke, assisted by Lieutenants " Hobby" 
Burrows and " Plushy " Procter, Sergeants Kimble and 
Meager, Corporal Ruthven, Signalmen G . H . Anderson, 
G. C. Bladon, A. J . Oakley and E. F. Thomas. 

T he Regiment now boasts of 18 Officers and 34 O.R.s, a 
fu~er _two Officers ~nd five O.R.s are trying to make up 
"their mmds. A special welcome is extended to Signalman 
Odell, ex-gunner, who left the Army on a Wednesday and 
joined us on the followmg Monday. Apart from personal 
keenness, credit must go to the persuasive tongues of Lieu
tenant Thorne and Sergeant Kruger. 

Our sports activities have fallen off for the past few weeks 
but a new venture is being undertaken, that of badminton~ 
The necessary kit is being begged, borrowed, etc., and after 
some trials it is hoped that a reasonable team will be selected 
"to take on any comers. 

.~ mixed social evening is held in the Warrant Officers' 
and Sergeants' Mess every Friday evening with great 
s uccess. Past, present and embryo members are heartily 
welcome. Games, with fun, of course, and usual social 
.amenities go on. 

The C.O. and Officers gave a cocktail party on 7th June. 
Among those present were the Director of Signals Colonel 
Vigers, Lady Bowyer-Smythe, Colonel Lloyd, ' Colonel 
Howard and representatives from many T.A. Units in the 
London area. The evening was a great success and reflects. 
great credit on our Mess President, Major Watson and his 
.a~le satellites, Captain Cocke, the Mess secret~, and 
Lieutenant Reg. Thorne, the wines member. The following 
members of the Permanent Staff have b~en posted recently : 
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S.S.M. Armstrong, Sergeants Ellis and Baker. Our be:.t 
wishes go with them to their new Units. 

The Regiment completed its first line-laying operauon 
by supplying telephone communications for the head of 
the river race from Mortlake to Putney. The operation 
was an unqualified success. Despite active service condi
tions in the form of small boys cutting the cable with stones, 
we were " through " during the whole race. Much valuable 
experience was gained, including the laying of D.8 cable 
under water. SVEN. 

51st (D) l~F ~NTRY DIVISIONAi. SIGXAI. 

llEGHfE~T, T.A. 

'June 

The Commanding Officer, Lieutenant-Colonel T. P. E. 
Murray, O.B.E., T.D., has just spent a very interesting we::k 
in Germany on a B.A.0.R. battlefield tour. He left here 
on the 21st and returned on 27th June. In Germany he 
met the Divisional Commander, Major-General C. M. 
Barber, c.s., o.s.o. 

At the beginning of the month we held a week-end camp 
at Arnwell Farm, just outside Aberdeen. About 65 all 
ranks attended the camp, including personnel from Nos. 
2 and 3 Squadrons in Stirling and Dundee. The camp was 
a great success and very enjoyable. Many valuable lessons 
were learned from the exer~ises carried out. We are again 
very grateful to Mr. and Mrs. Rendall for allowing us to 
use their farm as a comping ground and for supplying so 
much to augment our rations. The cooks, needless to say, 
did more than justice to the rations! 

On the 12th and 27th, No. 1 Squadron spent two very 
enjoyable days out on the Blackdog ranges, and the shoot
ing was well up to standard. 

o. 3 Squadron have been to camp this month from 
19th to 26th at Comrie. Unfortunately they could not 
come to camp with the rest of the Regiment as had been 
hoped. However, they came back with their tails up, having 
very much enjoyed themselves. The camp was " hutted," 
situated in ideal surroundings. Training was limited owing 
to the small numbers, and even when combined with 84 
A.G.R.A. Signal Squadron, as they were, the numbers were 
small. However, on the last day of camp, Their Majesties 
the King and Queen, with H.R.H. Princess Margaret, visited 
the camp. The Royal party was escorted from Crieff 
Station by Provost D.R.s from 153 (H) Infantry Brigade 
and a Signals wireless jeep, which kept the Brigade 
Commander in the picture back in camp. On arrival in 
camp Their Majesties inspected all Units, including th;: 
Black Watch, of whom Her Majesty the Queen is Colonel
in-Chief. After the parade, the Officers were presented to 
Their Majesties in the Officers' Mess. Their Majesties then 
proceeded to the Sergeant ' Me s, where Sergeant Crayford 
was presented, and to the Men' Mess. After the Royal 
party had been photographed with members of the Sergeants' 
Mess, and again with the Officers, they left the camp, on 
their way to Edinburgh, midst the cheers of all ranks led 
by Brigadier J . A. Oliver, c.n.E., o.s.o., T.D., Commander, 
153 (H) Infann-y Brigade. The Royal vi it made a grand 
finale to a very enjoyable camp. 

On the last week-end of the month, the Adjutant took 
French leave and went down to London to the 17th Indian 
Divi ional dinner, where he met four other member of the 
Divisional Signal Regiment, Major Max Charlton who wa 
C.O., Major John Elli O.C., 2 Squadron, ptain Jimmy 
Judd, 63 Brigade Signal , and Lieutenant Jim Anderson. 
Needless to ay, con iderable quantities of alcohol were 
consumed! SCOTTY. 
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:So. 82 H.Q. SIG:SAL H EGDIE, ·y T.A. 

June 
General. The month of July will prove to be a very 

bu y one, for in addition to preparing camps for 88 and 
96 A.G.R.A. Signal Squadrons at Blacon Camp, we are 
holding a Recruiting Cami>aign on the Chester Race Course 
on the 14th and 15th, the occasion of the Cheshire County 
Agricultural Show. 

Captain " Bill " M ills can be seen complete with draughts
man's kit, doing his stuff-notice boards, posters, equipment 
card and most other jobs to ensure the success of our 
recruiting drive. All Squadrons in the Chester area are 
taking part. M ore about this in our next issue. 

port. With our H.Q. being staffed by only four P.S.Ls, 
we get no chance to partake in organised sport, but two of 
our members have so far done exceedingly well for other 
clubs. 

Captain Bamber, the Adjutant, has represented Manches
ter inter-city team at tennis against Burnley. R.S .M . 
Dawson last season played in goal at hockey for Western 
Command Signal Regiment and Western Command H .Q. 
Hockey Club. He has 11lso recently had a Command cricket 
trial. 

Playing cricket for Western Command Signal Regiment, 
a fortnight ago, the R.S.M. knocked up a useful 41 and 
took four wickets for nine runs. 

\Vith the football season almost upon us, we are wonder
ing whether Sergeant "Bomber " Haigh will be seen out 
training minus bicycle. 

And so for the present, we bid all our comrades in the 
Corps adieu and all the very best wherever you may be. 

CESTRIAN 

88 A.G.R.A. (FIELD) SIGNAL SQUADRON, T.A. 
There is a definite tendency for strange faces to gather in 
our canteen now that it is properly functioning. As the 
canteen is normally the best Recruiting Sergeant, our 
nominal roll may grow in the near future. 

Individual training is now progressing very favourably 
and we look like pulling one or two good tradesmen out 
of the bag before camp. 

Congratulations to S.S.M. and Mrs. Casey on the birth 
of a bonny bouncing baby girl (ex-Blackdowners please note). 
note). KA YD EE 

94 A.G.R.A. (A.A.) SIGNAL SQUADRON, T.A. The 
Squadron has just returned (duly sunburned) from its eight
day camp at Kirkby-in-Furness, Lancashire. The weather 
gods were unbelievably kind to us during those eight days, 
and the camp was thoroughly enjoyed by all. Thanks to 
the Officers, Warrant Officers and N .C.O.s and men of 42 
Infantry Divisional Signals, T .A., who made us welcome 
as a temporary Squadron of their Unit, making us all feel 
very much at home. In regard to training, we all learned 
much from practical experience, especially our Linemen, 
who now spend their spare time dashing up and down tele
graph poles with climbers and safety belts just to show how 
easy it is. 

Our big day was a Unit sports meeting, when we carried 
off the honours. We were points even with one of the 
42 Divisional Squadrons up to the final tug-of-war, which 
we w?n, our mainstay being our 17-stone anchor, Sergeant 
Morrttt, the sight of whom disheartened our opponents 
from the start. During our stay in camp we were visited 
by the Commander, 94 A.G.R.A., T.A., and by our 
C.Ommanding Officer, Lieutenant-C.Olonel K. F. Woodham 
T.D., Royal Signals. ' 

Lieutenant F. Gibbons has gallantly stepped forward to 
fill the gap caused by the departure of Lieutenant R. H. 0 . 
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Benson. Welcome, sir, and the best of luck in your strug
gles with the Association account. We would also like to 
wish both Lieutenant and Mrs. Benson all the best of luck, 
good health and much happiness in their future married 
life. 

We also welc0me to the fold Signalman " Sammy '" 
Grocott, ex-R.A.O.C. 

RICHIE 

96 A.G.R.A. (A.A.) SIGNAL SQUADRON, T.A. Events; 
of the last month have not been very notable. We extend 
a very hearty welcome to two newcomers, one ex-Signals 
N.C.O., Corporal Stanley Dobbs, late of 82 West African 
Division. He will be a great asset to us for training. We 
also welcome Signalman Bate, ex-Infantry; he could not 
wait until his demob. We wish them the very best of luck 
and a happy stay in the Squadron. One very noticeable: 
event-Sergeant (Beard) West, having won his bet, bought 
himself a razor blade, and is now just plain Sergeant West. 

T he Squadron is looking forward to the annual camp, 
which will be held in the near future. We hope to have 
a full complement of Officers and 0 .R.s. 

Our Saturday night dances are a great success and the· 
profits t herefrom are a very welcome c0ntribution to our 
funds. Should t hese profits continue, then our club room 
furni ture will soon have the addition of a wireless .set or 
even a radiogram . 

\Ve hope the commencement of the Soccer season will 
see our budding Tommy Lawtons in action. 
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J 

And so from all members of this Regiment at Runcorn, 
in Cheshire, we bid farewell until our next contribution. 

VICVE 

95 A.G.R.A. (A.A.) SIGNAL SQUADRON, T.A. We 
have recently held a Recruiting Drive in Newport (Mon.) 
which proved of great interest to the population. ' 

So far the results have not been very encouraging, although 
we are now the proud possessors of five enlistments. 

Our Warrant Officers' and Sergeants' Mess is flourishing 
and very popular-here's hoping that before long our Men's 
Canteen will be equally as popular. 

16 WIRELESS SQUADRON, T.A. Greetings to every
one on our first notes. We are just forming in Northwich 
and hope you will hear more of us from time to time 
through the medium of THE WIRE. 

Our O.C. and Second-in-Command, Major "Harry" 
Blakemore and Major the Earl Kitchener have just returned 
to the fold after a course in the wilds of Catterick. When
ever any points come up, out comes the little " Blue Book" 
-"Now when I was in Catterick ... ! " 

Our P.S. I.s are R.S.M. Folks (Ginger, Jimmy, Bob, Ray 
-the tag dependent upon the station), ex-China, etc., etc., 
etc., and Sergeant " Blondie" Whatmough, ex-India and 
"Civvy Street." Another Regular who crept back to the 
security and comradeship of the old Corps. All you see 
of " Blondie " is a shock of blond hair peeping out from 
the top of a book marked "Working Instructions-W.S. 
No .... " 

We have few recruits, but we have a very keen Signal 
Platoon of Cadets who are being taught the mysteries of 
wireless and line. We should get some good material for 
the CorJ?S when they "come of age." We are taking part, 
along with the rest of the Regiment, in a recruiting show 
at Chester this month and are hoping we can bring a few 
more recruits into the fold . 

D ances are run every Saturday night in the Drill Hall 
and we shall be glad to see any members of the Corps who 
" creep " round this-a-way. · GINGER 462 
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July 
A surprising number of volunteers have been joining the 

Regiment in recent weeks, a state of affairs which gives us 
much satisfaction. These men are all of the right type and 
will prove to be extremely useful members in the days to 
come. We avoid saying " in the years to come " because no 
one in bis right senses (not, mark you, that we are claiming 
anything) would presume to forecast so far ahead. 

This Regiment is slowly but very surely building itself up 
into recognisable shape. You may know some of the follow
ing who have joined us recently: -Ex-C.Q.M.S. Harry 
Smith, M. Driscoll, K. Mitchell, R. A. Moss, H. S. Savin, 
V. L. Savin, R. Worton, R. S. Worton, H . W. Toney; I. G. 
Hitchings. We extend to them a very hearty welcome. 

One wonders whether the new coloured beret will be issued 
to the T.A. in the near future. Or it may be that another 
minor aid to recruiting will be missed. What happens to the 
many thousands of caps G.S., khaki, still in existence ? 
Perhaps we shouldn't ask. 

There was another trip to Kingsbury Ranges on 10th July. 
One more chance to master the sights on the No. 4 Rifle. 
The Regiment is running its own dances in the Drill Hall 
every Saturday in July. These are very fully attended and 
the Entertainment Fund is- well, never mind. We shall be 
denting it a little if our proposed outing to the seaside 
materialises. 
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Talking about entertainments reminds us that we should 
like to form our own dance band but so far no one has 
pleaded guilty to being a pianist or trumpeter. We asked one 
man if he could play the violin. He said he didn't know 
because he had never tried-the confident type, the sort we 
like. Sometimes we think of a friend of ours at Catterick 
who cuts hair with one hand and plays the piano with the 
other. Or so they say. We helped him for some years by 
playing drums and flute at the same time, an achievement 
which caused him intense jealousy. D onald Peers-you 
won't believe this because it is true- used to sing with us. 
We told him to come back when he had gained a little 
experience. He never returned. Perhaps it was· something 
we said. 

But we shouldn't be wasting your time like this. Let us 
get back to our A.Fs.G . 1198 and find something else to 
indent for. Here it must be recorded that Ordnance are 
batting very well. T he goods turn up almost before the 
ink is dry on our date stamp. Just occasionally they say a 
small piece. Quite reasonable queries, such as, " Are you 
sure you need pliers sidecutting Sin. in Signals ? " For the 
time being we carry on uncomplainingly and cut our cable 
when necessary with two large stones wielded with much 
force and an untiring persistence. Something has to give 
way-usually the stones. 

But Rome wasn' t built in a day and it is an ill wind that 
goes in one ear and is gone tomorrow. Don't you agree ? 

Bock Climbing and 
Scrambling 

BARLEUX 

FOR the soldier stationed in the North of England there 
are excellent opportunities for taking up a pastime that 

is exciting and calls for fitness and judgment of a high order. 
What is there in this rock climbing and scrambling ? 
Wherever are situated hills will be found men and women 

who love to frequent them, who like to walk the hills and 
occasionally scramble away from the beaten path. For them 
it is a small step to take before they find themselves exploring 
rock and gully for its own sake. Every rock and gully, which 
each has its own particular problems, brings out of itS' 
explorer-unawares-a fine technique. There is a thrill in 
finding out one's own route just as much as there is enjoy
ment and real mountaineering skill in following well-worn 
and scheduled routes. 

What does it require to enjoy that thrill and tautening of 
the nerves as a particular pitch on the rock or in the gully 
is negotiated ? 

Fitness and sound judgment and a fine sense of balance 
on minute holds. 

How can these qualities be acquired ? 
A competent leader \.vith rock experience can readily 

impart many of these attributes to a fit man who has a love 
of hardy camping and an enthusiasm for the hills. And what 
if there is no competent leader available to initiate the would
be rock climber or scrambler ? Then a visit to any climbing 
centre should suffice. 

For those stationed at Catterick, Almscliffe, near Harro
gate, would be perhaps the most convenient centre, though 
the attractions of the Lake District and of North Wales 
would amply repay the time spent in travelling. At these 
climbing centres during any week-end will be found both 
men and women with an enthusiasm for the hills. There 
will be seen climbers whose methods could be studied; there 
will be competent leaders on each rope of climbers. 

Competent because no club worth its name will tolerate 
stunting or competitive climbing. Indeed climbers resent 

(continued on page 261) 
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THE SIGNALS ASSOCIATION OF 

THE ROYAL OORPS OF SIGNALS 

Headquarters: 88 Eccleston Square, London, S.W.1 
( Tel.: Viccoria 9194) 

Report on the annual general meeting held at Catterick 
Camp, Yorks, on 27th June, 1948. 

I. Present. Major-General G. G. Rawson, C.B., O.B.E., 
M.C., Colonel Commandant, Chairman and Hon. Treasurer; 
Brigadier F. S. Straight, c.B.E., M.C., Commandant, H.Q. 
School of Signals, Member Central Committee; Colonel A. 
W. Roberts, M.c., General Secretary. 

2. The meeting was opened by Brigadier Straight, who 
extended a welcome to the Chairman of the Association and 
to all who were present. For the information of those Old 
Comrades who were present, Brigadier Straight explained 
the procedure in the reception and training of the recruit 
a it now existed. 

3. In an address to the meeting the Chairman reported on 
the activities of the Association throughout the year 1947. 

4. The Chairman, as Hon. Treasurer of the Association, 
presented the balance sheets of the undermentioned accounts 
tor the year ending 31st December, 1947, which had been 
examined and passed. by the Central Committee. In drawing 
attention to moneys invested on behalf of the Association he 
emphasised that funds were invested only after consideration 
had been given to what amount should be kept in hand avail
able to meet the demands on the funds for welfare and other 
purposes. 

The balance sheets were approved by the meeting. 
(a) Royal Signals Benevolent Fund, 
(b) Royal Signals Association General Fund. 

5. Brigadier Straight then proposed the following for 
election or re-election to the Central Committee: Chairman 
and Hon. Treasurer, Major-General G. G. Rawson, C.B., 
o.B.E., M.c.; Vice-Chairman, Brigadier E. J. Murphy, C.B.E.; 
Non-Regular Officer, Brigadier A. C. Willway, C.B.E.; Two 
Other Ranks-Proposed that the two other ranks who serve 
on the adjudicating sub-committee at Association Headquar
ters should be the two members on the Central Committee. 
The nominations were approved by the meeting. 

6. The Chairman, in his address, announced that Brigadier 
Murphy was giving up the appointment of General Secretary 
of the Association, and that Colonel A. W. Roberts, M.C., had 
been selected to take his place. He paid tribute to Brigadier 
Murphy for his services to the Association. The meeting 
recorded a vote of thanks to the retiring General Secretary 
for his work, and extended their good wishes to him. 

7. Other Business. (a) At a request for information 
regarding the Corps War Memorial Fund, the Chairman 
explained that the administration of that fund was not the 
responsibility of the Association but of the Royal Signals 
Corps Committee. He explained that the use of the fund 
had been given much consideration and resulted in the 
establishment of a Holiday House in Boscombe, Bourne
mouth. 

(b) A suggestion that the annual general meeting should 
be held at some more central location, e.g. Birmingham or 
Leeds, was noted. It was considered that such a location 
would provide better travel facilities for those who wished 
to attend. 

(c) To a suggestion that the present cost of ls. for the 
Corps monthly magazine, THE WIRE should be reduced, it 
was statei that the present printing costs and poor circula
tion precluded this. It was represented at the meeting that 
the magazine was not sufficiently advertised in some Units. 
It was further represented that the magazine did not compare 
fa\·ourably with the Soldier, which had a much larger 
1rculation. 
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(d) Representative of local branches said it was desirabL 
that at least three months' notice be given of the date selected 
for the annual general meeting. This would facilitate better 
attendance and enable early arrangements to be made for 
transport. 

8. There being no further business, the Chairman 
expressed his thanks to all present for attending and closed 
the meeting. 

ADDRESS BY MAJOR-GENERAL G. G. RAWSON, 
C.B., O.B.E., M.C. 

Fir t of all I must thank Brigadier Straight and his staff 
for making it possible for us to hold our annual general meet
ing here at Catterick and for arranging to combine it with a 
meeting of Old Comrades. We are all glad to see such a good 
attendance of them, and give them a very hearty welcome. 
As you see from the agenda, I shall start the meeti~g . by 
telling you something about the work of your Assoc1at1on 
during the last year, after which I shall ask you· to pass the 
accounts. Then comes the election of certain members of 
the Central Committee of the coming year. There are no 
new rules or amendments to eXisting rules this year. 

For those of you who are attending for the first time and 
who may be a bit hazy as to what the Association does, I 
must remind you that there are three main branches-the 
Old Comrades' Branch, the Welfare Branch and the· Publica
tions Branch-and I'll tell you a little about each in turn. 

We have now over 40 Old Comrades' branches, nine of 
which have been formed since the meeting last year, includ
ing one in East Africa. These branches are well dispersed 
over the country, and they have held many most excellent 
reunions and social entertainments for their members. There 
is no doubt that there is a general desire amongst ex-Service 
men of the Corps for such opportunities of renewing friend
ships made during their service, and the more that past and 
present members of the Corps can meet together at these 
local gatherings the better for maintaining the esprit de corps 
which has always been such a strong feature of Signals. The 
work of the hon. secretaries and branch committees is very 
heavy and their services are all given voluntarily in their 
spare time, and the Corps as a whole owes them a great deal 
for what they have done and are doing. The main probkm 
of many branches is to find the right sort of accommodation 
in the right place for their meetings. Unfortunately, the 
Association is not in a position to help financially in the 
purchase of premises and the problem has to be left in the 
able hands of branch committees. Some branches have been 
able to co-operate closely with Territorial Signal Regiments, 
and this is all to the good as it affords mutual aid with 
accommodation and recruitment for the Territorial Army 
in other ways. 

Life membership of the A_.ssociation is now 6,179, of whom 
some 700 registered during 1947. This sounds a lot, but we 
feel that considering the strength of the Corps during the 
war it might be larger. In addition to the life members 
there is the large number of annual members who join· for 
the first time or who renew their annual subscription; this 
they do direct with their local branch. Another considerable 
part of the work of the Old Comrades' Association Branch 
is helping to find jobs for members of the Corps on lea~ng 
the service. Visits and letters to Headquarters on the subiect 
have decreased in number. That is probably due to the 
Control of Engagement Order, by which men, after their 
release leave, must go to an employment exchange for a job. 
A good many visitors, however, come asking for advice and 
help of one kind or another, and employment gets all the 
consideration that we are able to give it. We have had very 
good co-operation from the Regular Forces Employment 
Association. 

Now to turn to the Welfare Branch, with its Benevolent 
Fund. Since our last meeting Miss Clementi Smith has 
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left Headquarters and Miss Measures has taken over the 
Welfare Branch. The Association has been very fortunate 
to have secured her services, and her experience and enthu
siasm are proving most valuable. For the benefit of those 
of you who may not know how welfare cases are dealt with, 
I will explain. The object of the Benevolent Fund is to give 
financial relief in cases of poverty or distress amongst mem
bers and ex-members of the Corps and their families. 
Appeals are received from various sources. Many come 
direct from the applicant, many are put up by S.S.A.F.A. 
and the I.S.S.A. Help Society and the British Legion at the 
request of the applicant. Some come from the Army Welfare 
Officers and the Family Welfare Association, the Red Cross, 
from our own Old Comrades' Association branches and many 
other sources. 

When an application is received direct we get a local repre
sentative to visit the home and to send us a report on the 
home circumstances with a recommendation as to the best 
way in which we can help. At headquarters we have an 
adjudicating committee, consisting of myself as chairman, 
an officer and a lady member, and two other-rank members. 
This committee meets every T.hursday, goes through all the 
cases that are on hand and decides the extent to which finan
cial help should be given. In order to avoid having too 
many cases for the committee to deal with and also to reduce 
delays to a minimum, I myself deal with the more straight
forward and urgent cases on Tuesdays. You will appreciate 
the difficulty of assessing appeals. In many cases it is 
evident that if only the family had thought ahead for a 
month or even a week or two the difficulty would never have 
arisen. But of course when the appeal eventually is made, 
the " milk has been spilt " and the distress is there. Those 
who suffer hardship through no fault of their own always 
get sympathetic help. The bulk of appeals come from ex
Service men for what we call general assistance, that is 
maintenance during periods of illness and unemployment. 
We have many applications for help towards the purchase 
of prams and cots, etc., in fact it began to look as though 
the provision of a pram was the normal job of the Associa
tion ! When such a request comes from an ex-Service man 
installed in civilian life, drawing a regular wage, we do not 
feel that it is a fair charge to the Benevolent Fund to provide 
for what is a normal commitment of family life. Of course, 
if there are extenuating circumstances, such as other unex
pected and unavoidable expenses, the committee does give 
the case sympathetic consideration. 

Cases can roughly be divided into four categories. There 
is the ex-Service man drawing a good wage, in steady employ
ment, who lives only for the day, lacks foresight and initia
tive, puts nothing aside for a rainy day, and then when ill 
health or misfortune overtakes him, turns to the Association 
for help. The widow of a late member of the Corps with a 
couple of small children doing her best on a small pension, 
and the wife of a serving soldier, who may be serving abroad, 
looking after a baby or two and trying to make both ends 
meet on 45s. a week. And then there is the man who has 
carefully saved for an emergency, but one disaster after 
another befalls him and his family and he is forced to ask 
the Association for help. These cases are most worthy of 
help. 

In dealing with all these appeals for financial help the 
committee keeps in mind that it is, so to speak, acting as 
trustees for your money, because the Benevolent Fund is 
made up of money subscribed by members and ex-members 
of the Corps, and does its best to spend the money in the 
way in which the Corps would wish it to be spent. 

The giving of financial aid is not the whole work of the 
\'Qelfare Branch. It deals with a tremendous variety of prob
lems, queries ranging from clothes rationing and homes for 
children, schools, pensions, supplies of- various materials and 
even how to obtain a special marriage licence ! The staff of 
the Welfare Branch takes a keen interest in every case that 
comes to them and by writing friendly letters of ympathy 
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and of advice, do all they can to spread the gospel that the 
Association is a family affair of the Corps. 

We do not yet know what effect the National Insurance 
Act with the National Health Service will have on our cases, 
but it seems obvious that the larger grants for maternity cases, 
larger widows' pensions and retirement pensions will benefit 
many of those who have hitherto appealed to us for assistance. 
But we feel that any State-run scheme, however all-embracing 
it may be, cannot possibly work quickly enough to alleviate 
immediate and sudden distress. That is where our Benevo
lent Fund can fill the gap with immediate help to tide over 
the period until the official help comes along. 

Subscriptions to the Benevolent Fund during last year have 
fallen considerably. This was to be expected with the 
disappearance of Units of the Corps. Donations from dis
banded Units continued during the year and they were 
generous and have enabled the fund to increase the total 
investments to £100,000, which was the target set some three 
years ago. It is unlikely that much more will be received 
in the way of such donations. The Army Benevolent Fund 
approved a grant of £6,000 during last year. Such grams 
are not automatic, each Association must establish the need 
for one. Further grants will probably be forthcoming when 
circumstances warrant application, but the Trustees of the 
Army Benevolent Fund expect Associations to obtain as 
much support as possible within their own Corps or 
Regiment. 

Now something about publications. There are the three 
main publications-The Officers' Gazette, The Journal and 
THE WIRE. The first two are just paying for themselves and 
any small profit that may be made goes into the General 
Fund of the Association. 

THE WIRE, unfortunately, is not going well. The Editor 
has had a very uphill task in producing interesting numbers. 
It may not be generally realised that we must depend on 
members and ex-members of the Corps for the journalistic 
side of publication. We have no private journalists of our 
own. Circulation is poor at present and there was a loss of 
nearly £700 in the last year. Obviously we cannot go on 
running a magazine at a loss like that, but we do not want 
to stop publishing altogether unless it is quite clear that in 
the Army of today there is no demand for Service magazines. 
The Central Committee has therefore decided to set up a 
small representative committee to study the whole problem 
and recommend what should be done. In the meantime the 
Editor would welcome a drive on the part of the serving 
and ex-serving part of the Corps to get good copy, not only 
notes of Unit interest but articles on general subjects with 
photographs and illustrations. There are lots of good stories 
of interesting experiences going about if only those who took 
part in them could bring themselves to write them down. 

In conclusion, I must let you know that Brigadier Murphy, 
who has been the General Secretary for the last three years, 
is giving up the appointment, and Colonel A. W. Roberts 
has been selected to take his place. Brigadier Murphy has 
put his heart and soul into the work and he has done a very 
big job, not only in the general supervision of the activities 
of the Association, but in the giving of help and advice in 
personal interviews, with the considerable number of men 
who call at Headquarters, and I know you will join me in 
giving him our thanks for all he has done and in wi bing 
him the best of luck in the future. 

* * 
·Oh! Li ·ten to the Band! 

Yes! The orp - Band! 

BATH: 15-28 August 
HYDE PARK, LONDON: 29 August-4 eptember 
HASTINGS: 12-18 September 
EASTBOURNE: 19 September-3 October 

lSS 
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Dalan(•e ShePf as at 31st Det•ember, 19.j7 

LIABILITIES 

[. 
S\/NORY CREDITORS : 

545 E ·pcnses accrued . . . . 
ubscriptions paid in advance : 

71 THE WIRE . . . . . . 
31 fficers' Gazette .. 
39 Quarterly Journal .. 

Income Tax-P.A.Y.E. . . 
Diaries and Christmas Cards 

66--

6,644 --

3,558 

OLD CoMRADES' ASSOCIATION : 
ul• /1-femb.rship Accormr : 

Accumulated, 1928-46 . . . . 
Add : Amount received during 
year 

(Nore-The proportion received prior 
co the 1st January, 1928, has been 
incorporated in Capital Account.) 

CAPITAL ACCO\/NT : 
Balance, nt January, 1947 .. 
Add : Excess of Income over Ex
penditure for the year 

[. s. d . [. s. d . 

232 s 4 

22 3 0 

so 15 0 
25 4 0 

720 5 0 

1,2 7 4 0 

l.13 7 2 

i,oso 12 4 

7,931 6 4 

3,700 12 7 

NoTE.-No reserve has been made in the above Balance Sheet in 
respect of the liability for unexpired subscriptions to the Old Comrades' 
Association, nor has any debit been included for subscriptions out
standing. 

I have examined the above Balance Sheet and accompanying 
Income and Expenditure Account with the books and vouchers of the 
Association and certify the same to be in accordance therewith. I have 
,·erified the correccness of the Bank Balance and ascertained that the 
Inscribed Stocks stood in tbe names of the Trustees. 
1-5 Broad Street Pia«", H. F. BAKER & CO., 

London, E.C.2. Clzarter~d AccounMnts, Auditors. 
13th May, 1948. 

AsSETS 

[. s. 
CASH: 

6, 131 
17 

LloydsBank,Ltd.-CurrentAccount 2,702 4 
Petty Cash in Hand 13 19 

d. 

8 
9 

6,qS 
St1NORY DEBTORS : 

Subscriptions co THE WIRE and 
170 Quarterly Journal . . 

Advertisements in THE WIRE and 
100 Quarterly Journal .. 

3 Interest 
73 Benevolent Fund .. 

Officers' Central Fund 
Royal Pioneer Corps 

6 Sundry Loans .. 
Diaries and Christmas Cards 

352--
150 LOANS TO BRANCH AssocrATIONS 

INVESTMENTS AT CoST: 

3,974 

1,290 [.1,287 3 t~·0 War Loan .. 
[.194 7s. 7d. st•. New South Wales 

200 Stock, I947-57 . · · · · · 
200 f 226 8s. rd. 4 °0 Consolidated Stock 
500 682 95. 3d. 3 ~•0 Conversion Stock 

400 s 0 
0 National Savings Certifi-

400 cates of 100 Units . . . . 
39 I £400 3 •o Funding Stock . . 

993 
[.4, soo 2! 0

0 Funding Loan Stock~ 
l9S6-61 

(Market Valuation of the above at 
31st December, 1947, amounted 
to £7,863 18s. 7d.) 

STOCKS ON HAND AT CoST : 
s 

29 
21 

IS7 
212--

Sports Clothing, etc. 
Car Badges . . . . 
New " Signals History " 
Association Badges 

52 

s8 

0FFICE F\/RNIT\/RE AT CoST, 
Depreciation : 

Balance, 1st January, 1947 
Additions during year 

6 L~ss : Depreciation at to ~,~ 

less 

180 0 0 

1S4 3 

1,488 s 5 
7S 0 0 
20 I 0 

5 17 9 
77 7 3 

I,289 q IO 

200 0 0 
200 0 0 
500 0 0 

400 0 0 
391 I 0 

4,463 4 0 

14 
12 
13 

143 

16 9 
0 IO 

19 0 
I 3 

SI 19 O 
31 I6 0 

83 IS 0 
8 7 6 

[, •. d, 

2,000 12 8 
262 9 0 

7,443 19 IO 

183 17 IO 

75 7 6 

[.12,682 11 3 [.Io,888 £ 12,682 II 3 

1946 
[. 
37S 

.1,234 
56 

458 
II 

33 
36o 
482 
114 

31 
2 

29 
57 

35 

[. 

407 
100 

307 
272 

160 
97 

I1wom~ and Expenditure Account for the year ended 31st December, 1947 

To Secretar>·'s Salary 
,, Qccks' Salaries .. 

Pension-W. Butler . . . . 
Rent, Rates, Heating and Lighting 
Insurance 
Telephone . . . . 
Printing and Stationery . . . . 
Postages and Sundry Expenses .. 

,, Travelling Expenses . . . . 
,, Audit and Accountan~ Charges 

Bank Charges . . . . . . 
,, Repairs .. 
,, Income Ta.x 
,, Loss ON PUBLICATIONS : 

THE WIRE: 
Cost of Printin!f .. 
Lus : Advert'smg Charges 

Lt» : Subscriptions 

0FAC£RS' GAZETTE : 
Cost of Printing 
Less : Subscriptions 

Depreciation : 
Office Furniture . . . . 

Balance, beinr Excess of Income 
over Expenditure for year 

[. s. d. 

2,575 12 4 
580 10 

1,995 2 3 
1,JII IO 3 

[. s. d . 

1,888 0 8 
57 4 0 

46o IO IO 
8 12 0 

53 13 9 
242 14 IO 
398 II 5 
214 5 9 

52 IO 0 
2 0 0 

24 7 0 
56 6 4 

683 12 0 

8 7 6 

143 7 2 

£4,294 3 3 

1946 
[. 

857 

125 

INCOME 

[. 
By Sub

0

scriptions and Donations to 
Old Comrades' Association 

45 
IO 
9 

24 
12 
25 

IOS . 
4s. 

8 
6 

INCOME FROM INVESTMENTS : 
3! ~. War Stock.. . . . . 
s~ •o New South Wales Stock . . 
4 ° 0 Consolidated Stock 
3t• o Conversion Stock .. 
3•. Funding Loan 
2t° 0 Funding Stock 

,, INCOME FROM Pt1BL!CATIONS : 
QUARTl!RLY JO\/RNAL : 
Subscriptions . . . . 
Advertising Charges .. 

Less : Cost of Printing 

OFFICERS' GAZETTE : 
Subscriptions . . . . 
Less : Cost of Printing 

SIGNALS HISTORY : 
Sales . . . . 
Leu : Cost of Copies Sold 

" SllNtlRY INCOME : 
Sale of Corps Clothing, etc. 
Lm : Cost of Clothing Sold 

2--

9 
8 

Sale of Car Badges .. 
Lers : Cost of Badges Sold 

1--

33 

128 Sale of Association Badges 
95 Less : Cost of Badges Sold 

2,844 
150 

Profit on Sale of Diaries .. 
Profit on Sale of Christmas 
Cards . . . . 

Proportionate amounts on account 
of Administration Expenses re
ceived from: 

War Benevolent Fund 
Officers' Central Fund 

[. s. d . 

4S I 4 
7 7 IO 
9 I 0 

23 I7 8 
12 0 0 
25 0 0 

396 rs o 
34 0 0 

430 15 0 
276 13 10 

200 JI 0 
188 6 It 

17 I4 6 
7 0 2 

20 3 6 
17 3 3 

IOO s 2 
88 10 8 

416 IO 3 
299 19 s 

2,989 8 0 
150 0 0 

[. s. cL 

677 17 3 

122 7 IO 

154 2 

I2 4 

10 14 4 

3 0 3 

II 14 6 

116 IO IO 
45 5 4 

19 8 

3,139 8 0 

£4,294 3 3 
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97,6I5 

215 

62s 

2,905 
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UE.l\"EVOJ,ENT Fl::\'D 

£ 

L!A!llLITtES 

ACCUMULATED Ft/No : 
Balance from War Benevolent 

Fund, Isl January, 1947 .. 
Balance from Benevolent ( o. 

J Account) Fund, r st Janu
ary, 1947 

[. s. d . 

92,224 17 0 

5.390 0 9 

97,614 17 9 
Add : Value of Securities 

transferred from India Com-
mand I,472 IO o 

99,087 7 9 
Add : Excess of Income over 
Expenditure for year 10,209 I r 1 

SUNDRY CREDITORS : 
73 General Fund 
20 Memorial Fund .. 
52 Accountancy Charges . . 

Deposit-Guards Divisional 
so Signals 
20 Sundries 

1,488 5 5 
20 I 9 
84 0 0 

50 0 0 

[. $. d . 

109,296 9 g 

I,642 7 2 

81,972 

1,500 

9,200 

12,650 

31,600 

94J 

3J3 

ASSFTS 

CASH AT BANK . . . . 
!NvESTMENTs AT Co~-r : 

[.2,875 3 % Defence Bonds .. 
[.1,19s 3"o Savings Bonds, 

1960-70 . . . . . . 
[.9,200 2! % National War 

Bond3, 1949-s1 .. 
[.12,6so 2~ ~"' National War 

Bonds, 19SI-53 
[.31,6oo 2t •10 ational War 

Bonds, 19s2-s4 .. 
[.250 2i 0 0 National War 

Bonds, 1952-54, Post Office 
Issue . . . . . . 

[.3 I,OSO 2! "" Funding Loan, 
19s6-61 

[.8 so 3 ° o Funding Loan, 
1959-69 . . . . 

[.941 150. td. 3\ •,, War Loan 
(including £291 15s. 1d. 
Nominal Value relating 10 
the Emigrant Loan Fund) .. 

[.300 3t"\i Australia Srock, 
19S4-S9 . . . . 

[.6,ooo 3t% Australia Stock, 
1956-61 . . . . . . 

I30 l5s. Units National Sav
ings Certificates 

(Market Valuation of the 
above at3Jst December, 1947, 
amounted to £97,,i67 7s. 8d.) 

INCOME TAX RECOVERABLE .. 
StJNORY DEBTORS 

[. s. d . 

2,875 0 0 

1,795 0 0 

9,200 0 0 

12,6so 0 0 

3I,6oo 0 0 

250 0 0 

3t,363 12 

839 18 II 

941 4 0 

313 0 

6,098 6 0 

97 10 0 

£ • d. 
11,345 4 JO 

98,023 12 6 

1,569 19 6 

£uo,938 r6 10 [.I 10,938 16 IO 

[. 

360 

JOO 

140 
15 

l 
2 
2 

5 

413 
1,498 

66I 
333 

I have ex~mined the above Balance Sheet and. accompanying Income and Expenditure Account with the books of the 
Fund and cerufy same to be m accordance thereWlth. I have ascertained that the Inscribed Stocks stood in the name• of 
the Trustees and Lloyds Bank, Ltd., have certified as to the correctness of the Bank Balance, and chat they hold for safe 
cu~tody the other Securities representing the Investments. 
I-5 Broad Street Place, 

London, E.C.2. 
18th May, r94R. 

H. F. BAKER & CO., 
Chartered Accom1ta11uJ Auditors. 

Income and Expenditure .\«co1111t for the ~-ear ended 31st December, 1947 

EXPENDIT\/RE 

To Benevolent Grants 
,, Comforts 

Donations: 
Regular Forces Employment 

Association . . . . . . 
Soldiers' . Sailors and Air
men's Families As ociation 

National Association for the 
Employment of Regular 
Soldiers, Sailors and Air-
men . . . . 

Helen Pierce Fund .. 
Army Technical School 
Royal Cambridge Home 

etley Charitable Fund 
Corps of Commission<rs 

,, Administrat..ion Expenses : 
Rent, Rares, Insurance, Light 
and Heat 

Salaries . . . . 
Telephone, Posrages, Sr~: 

tionery and Printing 
General Expenses .. 

Accountancy Charges in re
spect of Audit and Account
ancy work and Income Tax 
Repn~ment Claim . . 

Bank Charges. . . . . . 
,, Balance, being Excess of In

come over Fxpenditure 

[. s. d. 

IO 0 0 

100 0 0 

qo o o 

10 0 
2 2 0 
4 0 0 
5 0 0 

397 6 It 
I,637 2 8 

SOI I 8 
465 s 7 

£ s. d. 
6,643 0 0 

261 12 0 

3,000 16 ro 

63 0 0 
14 15 4 

I0,209 I II 

23,I15 --

38 
26 

583 
I,342 

54 
33 

ro 

2,086 --
3 

By Donations : 
Corps Units 
Sundries 

INCOME 

Interest from Invesunents, 
Gross: 

3 °" Defence Bonds .. 
3°. Funiling Loan .. 
2! 0 0 Funding Loan .. 
2t •0 ational War Bonds .. 
3 °,, Savings Bonds .. 
3t "o War Stock . . . . 
3 ! 0 

0 Commonwealth of Aus-
tralia, 1954-59 . . . , 

3} 0 o Commonwealth of Aus
tralia, 1956-61 

Interest on Bank Deposit 

[. s. d. 

64 5 6 
2s 10 0 

776 s 0 
1,332 9 4 

53 17 0 
32 19 2 

IO 10 0 

97 IO 0 

[. s. cL 

2,393 6 0 
2 7 0 

[.20,r92 6 [.20,192 6 
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Mg Strangest Adventure 
b)• Lit>11tenaut-Colonel .\LEX lUONTIETll, ~f.D.E. 

BA K in the days of 1940, when an unbelievably small 
and ill-equipped smattering of Regular and Territorial 

soldiers were trying to make the Italians and General Martelli 
believe they all had the strength of ten men there came into 
being a peculiar espionage traffic which, although profitable 
to the Bedouins who traded in it, was a source of e.xasperation 
to the wearing, beer-parched British soldier in the Western 
Desert. 

At that time the line was what the correspondents, who 
lived in Shepheard's, called "fluid." That meant the Italian 

. foremost units were anything from ten to thirty miles from 
the British, partially because of the possibility of both sides 
being annoyed by the irritating little forays which caused 
everyone so much inconvenience and interfered with senior 
officers' bridge, and also because in the desert ten miles is 
not far. The Bedouins---always a far-seeing race-were quick 
to seize upon the possibilities. · 

With a regularity born of complete disregard of time as a 
measure, an Arab camel train, perhaps of some thirty or 
forty beasts and drivers, would appear on the horizon on its 
leisurely way through the shimmering haze from the direction 
of the Wop territory. Around it for five miles was a fighter 
screen of flies, and as it came closer the insistent odour of 
camel and owner became more evident, as did the object of 
the exercise. For a suitable remuneration any disposition
usually highly incorrect--0f our friends on the other side was 
traded in, and the camels and the flies proceeded on their 
unhurried way to some distant oasis and the goat-hair tents 
of immeasurable age. 

After a few days the return visit would begin; back through 
the British lines would come the flies and the camels, and 
piercing eyes would pick out every detail of our dispositions 
with a clarity we could not equal even with our eight magni
fiers. Occasionally we would let off a ding at one of them 
to the obvious displeasure of everyone concerned, and then 
the whole outfit would depart at a somewhat accelerated pace 
towards our waiting foes over the horizon. Upon tlieir 
arrival, a comparable financial transaction undoubtedly took 
place. 

The time came when we began to get a little tired of this 
kind of over-obvious commercialism, and we decided some
thing must be done about it; besides, the stuff we were getting 
from the Arabs wasn't always accurate, and we suspected 
that some kind of double-crossing and backing up on the 
cash side was going on. It was time to establish the fact 
that crime doesn't pay. 

Thus it was that, as I returned one day to the headquarter 
squadron from some menial chore at one of the outlying 
troops, I saw a train of some thirty or forty camels slowly 
making its way over the skyline in the direction of the Wops. 
I reported to my Colonel, and asked for permission to go and 
warm things up a bit. Permission granted, I collected an 
interpreter, as my Arabic was strictly Groppi, and a couple 
of troopers and lit out in my scout car, with cutlass and 
firclocks hanging from every limb. 

Now, travelling in the desert, especially at speed, is not 
the sort of thing one can do unobserved; a column of sand, 
which makes itself evident for miles round, rises from the 
wheels of vehicles, and on this occasion I had the burners 
turned right up to get on to the tail of my Bedouin pals. 
I might just as well· have sent them a card to say I was 
paying a call. 

A peculiar feature of this country is that it is honeycombed 
with vast underground caverns, dug out by some of the finest 
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military engineer the world has ever known, the Romans. 
They made these enormous desert storehouses for water when 
they colonised Egypt and Libya hundreds of years ago, and 
they are called birs, but pronounced " beers " to the everlast
ing exasperation of the British troops. We caught up with 
our camel caravan near one of these caverns. 

As we drew near, a couple of pirate trucks from the adjoin
ing Gunner unit came swooping in for the kill; that did it. 
After the sand bad settled, and we could see more than five 
yards, the fly fighter screen began peeling off for the 
softening-up attack; the camels, in their disturbed state, 
began, in the various ways inhibitant to- the camel, to contri
bute to the general unpleasantness of the party until the 
odours became quite intolerable. One thing was now, 
however, quite certain-there were camels a-plenty, but no 
drivers. I decided to lift hounds and make a cast. 

We went sweeping out in a wide circle till we were checked 
at one of the huge mounds of rock and sand which lie along
side each waterhole after excavation. I turned the car over 
to the driver and shinned up the mound with one of the 
troopers; not a thing could we see except four tired Gunners 
wandering around in a haze of sand and flies with that weary 
gait peculiar to the touch-hole types, occasioned, so I am 
told, by a too close association with an overdose of beer and 
big bangs. Not a Wog was in sight. 

Hurriedly I made for the neighbouring bir. Let me hasten 
to add that this was before the rather unpleasant Hun arrived 
in Africa and cluttered the place up with mines; after that, 
even orthodox gallivanting about after gazelle was strictly 
out, unless you could tame a couple of Sappers to go in front 
with their hazel twigs. Anyway, we got to the next cavern, 
and dropped a couple of empty beer bottles down the hole 
just as an incentive to action on the part of any possible 
ininates, but nothing happened; the place was to let. 

I called up the watch tank on the blower, using the quaint 
old-world code and courtesies then in· force, just in case the 
Wop was awake, which we knew he wouldn't be, just after 
lunch; but we also had a new Brigadier, known colloquially 
as " Blood," who took a poor view of anything not done 
according to the Book. I told the duty hound the Wogs 
had disappeared, but that we had a good bag of camels and 
the flies were in great form. His reply was sufficiently 
indecent to impress even my two troopers, who were listening
in anyway. He also said the Colonel had complained that 
we were making too much noise, and if we valued our necks 
to get the camels out of it, because they were to windward 
and the Old Man's bridge was suffering. 

I climbed back into my Daimler, only to find my driver 
had swigged the last bottle of beer we had swiped off the 
Cherry Pickers the last time we had paid a social call. That 
made me very cross, and we shot back, went into a terrific 
side-skid to give the Gunners a parting shower of sand and 
our love. My trooper also gave them some very explicit 
instructions regarding the disposal of the camels. 

What I want to know is where those Bedouins got to. 
There was no cover on that desert for fifty miles; we checked 
every bir in range, and yet we had seen men with those camels 
only twenty minutes before, and we got the camels. There 
was only twelve inches of sand and loose surface on that part 
of the desert, and they could not have buried in. We called 
the R.A.F., who could not see them, and to this day I do not 
know where those men went, but the traffic in espionage in 
its most elementary form seemed to decline from that day on. 

But I was most annoyed about that bottle of beer. 
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SIGNALS ASSOCIATION 

Branch Notes 

Birmingham 

If the driver of our particular coach hadn't overslept we 
might have arrived at Olympia much too early. As it was, 
the organisation of this remarkably enjoyable trip to the 
Royal Tournament on 12th June was such that we took our 
seats opposite the Royal Box just ten minutes before the 
show commenced. Three very comfortable coaches collected 
110 members and friends from all parts of Birmingham and 
were due to rendezvous at the Avon Bridge, Warwick, at 
0915 hours. The third coach arrived at 1010 hours, thus 
proving once more that the best-laid plans, etc., etc. 

The route lay through Banbury, Bicester (stop for ice
cream), Aylesbury and Wendover. A short lunch halt in a 
country lane near Amersham was much appreciated. The 
weather was very pleasant throughout. On, on to Olympia 
with the knowing ones calculating that we should never reach 
our places before the start. With time to spare, we pulled 
up outside our destination and were met by Brigadier E. J. 
Murphy, C.B.E., and Colonel A. W. Roberts, M.C. Mrs. 
Bernard Rowe was up from Aldershot for the occasion and 
had a welcome for all of us. Too late I discovered the name 
of the charming lady who had been sitting immediately in 
front of me--the daughter of an old friend of Bulford days. 
Not that we could have talked about 3rd Divisional Signals 
in the years 1925-6-7. Even I can only just remember those 
happy days. 

This column is hardly the place for a description of the 
Royal Tournament. I believe the London reporters have 
written about it already. Not, perhaps, so well as I should 
have done it myself but adequately, I feel sure. What a 
show ! The Signals Display Team must absorb just another 
word or two of praise and congratulation from our party. 
We were very proud of them. I'll think of the right words 
another time. Someone writing in a London daily thinks 
that the horse has " had it." What stuff and nonsense. The 

Stop for lunch 
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Colonel Roberu, Captain Ironmonger and Mrs. Ironmonger 

horses of the Life Guards and the Royal Horse Artillery were 
magnificent. It is not necessary to compare the horses with 
the machines. These are impatient days and one suspects 
that the writer realises how much easier it would be to learn 
to ride a motor cycle than to attain mastery of a horse. 

However, let us not get ourselves into an argument. 
Dinner was provided on the return journey at a hotel near 
Gerrards Cross. If the barman hadn't made me wait 20 
minutes for a half-pint I might have told you how nice it 
was. It was at this hotel that we found Mr. and Mrs. Terry 
G wyer. Terry was one of the officers of 48th Divisional 
Signals (our ancestor Unit) and when most of us joined the 
Army at Dover in 1940, Terry found himself on the wrong 
side and became a P.o.W. Like most of them, he had a 
pretty thin time but is getting over it nicely, thank you. 

Birmingham was reached at about 2330 hours and the 
coaches went their several ways to disembark the members 
and friends. A first-class piece of organisation throughout, 
thanks to Captain Ralph Ironmonger and his assistants. 

There was a marked falling off in the numbers attending 
the monthly meeting on Thursday, 24th June. Maybe it 
was the weather. The sun actually shone that day. Never
theless, a small and cheery party assembled at the Crown Inn, 
Broad Street. Next month there may be twice as many. 
We shall always stick around and wait for you to turn up. 

Have you had your holiday yet ? We have heard glowing 
reports from members who have stayed at Mercury Hou e, 
Bournemouth. You must try it sometime. 

Look out for our Winter Entertainments Programme, 
hats off to Compton, and don't forget to fill up the coupon 
on page 29. What, no coupon on page 29? Tch, tch. 
Don't encourage us. We only get worse. 

BARLEUX 

Bristol 
Hardly think it was summer, would you? However, the 

lack of fine weather has been unable to have any adverse effect 
on branch activities and once again we can claim to have 
had a very successful month. 

First of all I should like to say how pleased and honoured 
we were when Brigadier G. L. G. Pollard, c.B.E., consented 
to become the first President of our branch. Brigadier Pollard 
is very well known throughout the Corps (he was at No. 1 
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.T.C. in fairly recent days) and has seen twenty years of 
service in the Corps. He is now living in retirement at 
Axbridgc, a delightful little Somerset town abo.)Ut 20 miles 
from Bristol. 

You have all seen in previous notes that we intend to 
hold an Annual D inner sometime around November. We 
thought that there might be quite a few chaps who would 
like to meet some of their old comrades in Bristol, and for 
that reason we are arranging to accommodate anyone who 
would care to come down (or up, as the case may be ! ) to 
Bri to! for The Night. If anyone is interested will they please 
write to our Secretary at 47 Chester Park Road, Fishponds, 
Bri to!. I know it's looking ahead a long time, but it would 
help con iderably if we could obtain some idea 9f the num
bers who will be attending. We can promise you a very 
good even ing's enterrainment ! 

After all my trumpeting the skittles team has let me down ! 
They Jost by 22 pints (sorry, pins) to St. James British 
Legion. All the same, it was a most enjoyable friendly match 
and om· Skittles Secretary, A. H. Rogers, is arranging some 
more similar fixtures outside the normal league games. 

The branch outing was a great success, although it was a 
pity that so many members had to give it a miss, due to other 
pressing engagements. A really grand day-I must say the 
scenery of Symonds Yat takes some beating-and our thanks 
arc due to the Social Secretary for such jolly good staff work. 
Here's hoping for lots more the same. 

Remember all the smiling faces there were in the photo
graph of the dance we held when the Corps Band came 
down ? I'll bet Brigadier Murphy is smiling just as broadly 
now because we, or rather 12th A.A. Signal Regiment, T.A., 
were able to send him £20 from the proceeds ! Stout effort ! 

Ow· next meetings will be on 13th August and 10th 
September. Same time, same place. Roll up, roll up and 
have some fun. Cheerio for now, and all the best from 
Bristol. D . P . J. H . 

Sbemeld and District 

The branch, only recently formed, is now showing great 
promise, and new enquiries for membership are reaching the 
Secretary almost daily. There are still some minor teething 
troubles which need to be overcome, but the goodwill of the 
members seems to be dealing with them as they arise. 

It is, of course, difficult to arrange an evening for meeting 
which will not clash with other activities of the members, 
but the present arrangement, i.e. the fourth Wednesday in 
the month, seems to be as good as can be devised at present. 

Now that the business end of matters is running smoothly, 
greater attention is to be paid to social affairs. The dance 
at Greystones has shown a promising profit; other projects 
include cricket, coach trips and musical evenings. The 
Secretary, Mr. G. J . Oliver, would be delighted to hear of 
pros.~ective members who may not have heard of the forma
tion of a local branch. His address is 80 Holmhirst Road, 
Sheffield, 8. The usual meeting place is in the Ex-Services 
Institute, Milk Street, Sheffield, which is admirably suited, 
and indeed devised, for this and similar associations. Mem
bers of the Royal Signals Association are permitted the use 
of the bar and other amenities on meeting nights at a purely 
nominal fee of ls. per year-excellent value for the money ! 

Torbay 

The 2nd July, 1948, will go down in the annals of history 
as the momentous day on which a meeting was convened to 
promote the establishment of a local branch of the Signals 
Association in the Torbay area. 

It was a very successful evening indeed, assisted partly 
from the availability of a good deal of wallop but chiefly 
through the able assistance of the Hon. Secretary, Exeter 
branch, Mr. H. Coles, and our first elected Chairman, Major 
L. E. 0. Evans, T.D. 

We had the Corps flag flying over the front entrance, so 
that our fellow-signallers couldn't mistake it, and whenever 

I looked out of the upper window it looked as though 
everyone was making a beeline for the entrance. Having 
sunk a couple, the meeting was opened by Major Evans, with 
your humble ready with paper and pencil. It was proposed 
by H. Baker (yes, old Doughy Baker, of the old grey mare, 
Colchester, 1928) and seconded, that Mr. Coles (Exeter 
branch) take the chair for the opening. He gave us a very 
good outline of the formation of the Association, its reasons 
and objects, and I should think no one could have done it 
more ably, thanks to his obvious keenness and extremely long 
association with the subject. The proposal of a branch was 
obviously carried and was supported also by a few letters 
which had reached us from the few who wanted to come but 
couldn't make it. Our first committee consists of : Chair
man, M ajor Evans; Vice-Chairman, Major (Q.M .) "Alfy" 
Bawden; H on. Secretary, Topper Brown; Hon. Treasurer, 
Lieutenant H . G . Golding; and eight members, " Doughy " 
Baker, S. C. Gray, F . C. Burridge, S. J . Davis, S. G . Wilkes 
(all Regulars at one time or another), A. S. Zaple, B.E.M., and 
G. Ford (both full duration serving and now T.A.). T he 
committee got together and decided to meet again in a for t
night's time in order to get down to the required details of 
our fu ture activity. I t looks as though we shall be already 
having a coach tour to North- Devon on 1st August for at 
least some, a trip to visit the local T.A. Unit (43rd Wessex 
Divisional Signal Regiment, T.A.) at their second annual 
camp since re-forming. We certainly look forward to a rosy 
future and hope to maintain the best traditions. We left for 
home at 2330 hrs. I think the beer order was just a bare 
dozen too many, and I did have a sweat on in case it was all 
left on my hands. · 

We are very grateful to the Exeter branch for their co
operation and act ive support. 

TOPPER (ex 2 bar C) 
Leeds and District 

Once again we desire to appear in the news and so express 
the wishes of the masses. 

It was a joyful party that set out from Gibraltar Barracks 
for the Annual Reunion at Catterick. Led by a worthy guide 
in Speight, we nearly arrived in Scotland, because although 
he had run every inch of Catterick, we think it must have 
been in the black-out. 

A very pleasant day was spent by all, and our sincere thanks 
go to those who made the show possible, especially the mem
bers of the S.T.C. Sergeants' Mess. Some of our party 
cleared all expenses on your little side-show. The Leeds 
Branch desires to express its thanks to Major Thompson 
and hope that the event will grow to larger representation 
from other branches. 

The functions are now closing down for the summer, and 
we hope that next winter session will receive better support. 
If members would only realise the time put in by the Enter
tainments Committee, I feel sure that their efforts would be 
more appreciated. 

It was with regret that the Management Committee 
accepted the resignations of Sanderson, Middleton, G. Harri
son, J. Bedford and E. Tetley from the Entertainments 
Committee, and the Chairman moved a vote of thanks for 
their past services. 

Now what about some of the branch members who visit 
Leeds calling up at Gibraltar Barracks to see us ? You all 
will be welcomed. 

Two of our members are very ill-Sergeant Baker and 
Sergeant Plunkett-and we wish them a speedy recovery. 

Colonel. Richardson is making steady progress and I am 
sure all ranks look to the day when he will once again be 
amongst us. 

Let's try and make a special effort to increase the sale of 
THE WIRE because 25 copies amongst 584 members is very 
poor indeed. 

Turn up at the meeting place whenever you can, and keep 

(continued on page 261) 
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SP O RTS NOTES 

Water P olo 

T he swimming season opened in Catterick at the begin
ning of April this year and trials for the Royll Sigmls' 
Catterick Swimming Team commenced shortly afterwards. 

The team bas been competing in the North Eastern 
Water Polo League and so far bas put up a very satisfactory 
performance against some of the finest clubs in the district. 
T he present state of affairs is that we have won three games 
and lose three. 

One of our recent activities was a trip to Aldershot where 
the team were accommodated at the R.A.M .C. Depot, 
Crookham and played a series of games in the Command 
Baths. Lance-Corporal Neilson and Signalman Wait played 
exceptionally well. Second-Lieutenant Edwards as centre 
half was outstanding in attack and defence and Signalman 
Canale moved up and down the bath at amazing speed 
invariably getting the ball, although his ball handling was 
weak. We were honoured and very pleased to have Major 
Glen Waterman (U.S. Signal Corps) playing for th:! team 
in the last three matches. He is an outstandingly fine 
swimmer and an offensive player who is an asset to any 
strong team. Corporal Allen on the right wing played a 
steady game throughout the tour and provided a number of 
thrills for the spectators with his powerful right arm shots 
straight from the surface of the water. 

T he results of the tour were as follows : -
Royal Signals v . R.A.F. Establishment, Farnborough, 21st June . Relay 

won by Royal Signals. Polo : Signals S (Second-Lieutenant Edwards 2, 
Johnson 2, Wait I); R .A.F. I. 

Royal Signals v . R.A.M .C., 22nd J une. Water polo: Royal Signals S 
(Captain Maxfield 2, Johnson 2, Wait l ) ; R .A.M.C. 1. 

Royal Signals v . Southern Command Trial Team, 23 rd June. 
Relay race won by Royal Signals. Water polo: R oyal Signals 2 (Allen 
I , Canale I}; Southern Command 9 . 

Royal Signals v. Aldershot District, 24th June. Relay race won by Royal 
Signals. Water polo : Royal Signals S (Major Waterman 3, Wait I, 
Second-Lieutenant Edwards 2); Aldershot D istrict 3. 

R oyal Signals v . I R .M.A., Sandh urst, 25th June. Relay race won by 
Royal S ignals. Water polo: Royal S ignals 4 (Major W aterman I, Wait 
I, Lance-Corporal Neilson I, Allan I}; R. M.A., Sandhurst, 2. 

Swimming 

ROYAL SIGNALS v. S.M.E. RIPON 
T he swimming team, less Corporal Allen, Second

L ieutenant Edwards, Lance-Corporal Neilson, Signalmen 
Wait, Peacock and Phillips who were playing in the Army 
T rials at Aldershot swam a fixture against S.M.E. Ripon 
on Wednesday, 30th June, 1948. The fixture was a great 
success and a return one is hoped for in the near future . . 

The following events took place : 50 yards free style, won 
by S.M.E. Ripon; 50 yards breast stroke, won by Royal 
Signals (Signalman Green); 50 yards back stroke, won by 
S.M.E.; plunge, won by S.M.E. ; diving, drawn Signals; 
1st, Signalman Canale, 4th, Signalman Peer; team relay 
won by Royal Signals by 25 yards. 

The water polo match then took place. The Royal Signals 
team had not played much together before and play was 
scrappy, and hampered by lack of its usual experienced 
defence. Signalman Johnson played well and Corporal 
McAvoy in goal tackled all shots at goal with great 
determination, in spite of a nasty blow in the face during the 
first half. Result : Royal Signals 2 goals, S.M.E. Ripon 3. 
Captain Maxfield 2. 

The swimming team hopes to improve its performance 
during the second half of the season. 

Fen•~ing 

A mention was made in the July issue of THE WIRE of 
the record of the members of the Royal Signals Club com
peting at the Royal Tournament at Olympia during June. 
The following notes had regrettably to be held over as they 
arrived too late for inclusion in the July issue of TuE 
WIRE. . 

THE WIRE, AUGOST 1948 

ROYAL SIGNALS v. R.M.A. SANDHURST 
This march took place at Sandhurst on 17th June, 1948. 

The distinguished spectators who saw Royal Signals win 
by 40 points against 14, included Major-General C. W. 
Fladgate, C.B.E. 

Details are as follows : 
F oil.- Royal Signals win wi th S wins, 4 defeats. 

Captain E. J. Beale- 3 wins , 0 defeats . 
Second-Lieutenant L . W. Prescot-2 wins, l defeat . 
Captain D . L. Hermiston--0 wins, 3 defeats. 

Epee.- Royal Signals win with 6 wins, 3 defeats. 
Second-Lieutenant L. W. Prescot- 2 wins, I defeat. 
Captain T . G. H. Jackson- 2 wins I defeat. 
Major R . B. Ridley-Marti n-2 wins, I defeat . 

Sabre.-Royal Signals win with 9 wins, 0 defeats. 
Major R . B . Ridley-Martin-3 wins, 0 defeats. 
Capta in T . G. H . Jackson- 3 wins, 0 defeats. 
Second-Lieutenant L. W . Prescot- 3 wins, 0 defea ts. 

Rock Clim.bing and Scram.bling (cont. from page 253) 

most keenly any tendency which might bring discredit upon 
their activities. (Remember always that a hundred feet of 
rock in this country is as dangerous as a thousand feet in the 
Alps.) There also will be seen the technique of the belay, 
of the fine balance on the smallest of holds. 

Study their kit, talk to them; you will find them to be 
very friendly. 

Naturally, in these days of economy, the question of outlay 
must be considered. What are the bare essentials necessary 
to equip oneself ? 

Clothing: Any old kit can be worn, though windproof 
garments are very desirable. Boots need to be strong ~nd 
pliable. They should be well studded; Army type studdmg 
will do though Brigham climbing plates or Clinkers are more 
efficien~. For smooth rock and boulder work, plimsol shoes 
with good rubber soles are ideal. . 

Although in the early stages when boulder scramblmg a 
rope seems unnecessary, it is important that the climber 
practices rope technique in the early stag~. A length of 
100-200 feet is essential. Too much rope is better than not 
enough. For more advanced climbing a sling and Karabiner 
is essential. 

Other items of camping kit should be gathered together 
as and when convenient. Needless to say, the soldier is 
already issued with the main essentials of camp life. 

Perhaps the greatest problem of all, in these days of 
restricted travel facilities, lies in transport. How to get to 
the hills in reasonable time and, above all, when pleasantly 
tired after a series of good climbs, how to get back to one's 
Unit again. That is a problem beyond the scope of this brief 
introduction to the " Spirit of the Hills." · 

Signals Association Branch Notes (cont. from page 26o) 

the comradeship up that you a!one create~. The Association 
night is the third Friday of every month m the canteen. 

Don't forget the Dinner on 12th November. Let us have 
your names in good time. LEODONIS 

Dundee 
A local branch of the Association has been formed at 

Dundee and the initial signing of members has proved most 
successful. A few functions, including a dance and a whist 
drive have been held and it is hoped that a tour of the High
land; may be arranged soon, if only to show Sassenachs 
S.S.M.s Brooks and Grace what a man's country looks like. 

" Jock " Love wishes to be remembered to his many friends 
of No. 1 Depot Regiment and is wondering if Q.M. St~ey 
ever beat his " round the dart board" record. Perhaps Ma1or 
Weeks or "Pat" could help with this information. 

To-the local lads overseas the following local information 
may bring back memories of days gone by or inspire their 
future dreams: " Forfar bridies and chappit tatties " as good 
as ever are available in restaurants, failing which the local 
staple diet, ·" fish and chips," may be had. 
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R. . .F.F. .Mourns Co onel .McOstrich 
(/ssued by P.R., W.A. Command) 

Headquarters, West Africa Command, announces with 
deep regret the death of the Chief Signal Officer, West 
Africa Command (Colonel F. I. N . McOstrich). Colonel 
McOstrich, who was 48 years of age, died after a short illness 
at 37 (Accra) West Africa Military Hospital on the night of 
Monday, 26th July. He was buried with full military 
honours the following afternoon at the Military Section of 
the Ridge Cemetery, Christiansborg, Accra. 

Among the mourners who followed the gun-carriage to the 
graveside were the General Officer Commanding-in-Chief, 
West Africa Command (Lieutenant-General N. M . S. Irwin, 
C.B., D.S.O., M.C.), military representatives of all ranks, 
Government officials and civilian friends. The service was 
conducted by the Deputy Assistant Chaplain General, West 
Africa Command (the Rev. J . B. V. White, M.A.), and the 
firing party was provided by soldiers of the Gold Coast Signal 
Squadron, West Africa Signal Regiment. 

An Irishman, Colonel McOstrich was educated at Cork 
Grammar School and started his Army career at the Royal 
Military College, Sandhurst, in 1920. After being commis
sioned into the Regular Army, he was posted to the 1st Bat
talion The Royal Munster Fusiliers in 1921. When this 
Regiment was disbanded be was posted to the 1st Battalion 
The South Staffordshire Regiment from 1922-26, and trans
ferred to the Royal Corps of Signals in the latter year while 
in India. 

Colonel McOstrich was taken prisoner at Singapore in 
February, 1942, when he was Commander, Royal Signals, 
18th Divisional Signals. He was in Japanese hands until 
the cessation of hostilities in August, 1945. After his release 
be quickly regained normal health. 

He was appointed, Commander, Royal Signals, No. 12 
Air Formation Signal Regiment, British Army of the Rhine, 
in April, 1946, and succeeded Colonel C. D . Clapp, o .B.E., 
as Chief Signal Officer, West Africa Command, in January 
of this year. 

Although Colonel McOstrich had only served in West 
Africa Command for a comparatively short time, he won the 
affection and respect of all, whether military or civilian, with 
whom he came into contact. 

He leaves a widow and two children, to whom sympathy is 
extended in their great loss. 

* * * 
It was arranged between the U.S. Army Signal Corps 

and the Royal Corps of Signals that on each anniversary 
of VJ Day (15th August) each Corps would hold a simple 
ceremony of commemoration and drink the health of each 
other in the respective Messes at Fort Monmouth and 
Catterick. 

On the third anniversary the following messages were 
exchanged: 
From: Major-General S. B. Akin, Chief Signal Officer, 

U .S. Army. 
To: Brigadier R. H. 0. Coryton, Deputy Director oi 

Signals (0.), War Office. 
" Three years ago to-day our signalmen flashed to a 

distressed world the glorious news that Japan had capitu
lated and the war was over. While this surrender ended our 
common efforts on the fighting fronts, it did not terminate 
the warm spirit of comradeship or the close association 
between the Royal Corps of Signals and the Signal Corps 
of the United Sr.ates Army. 

" ~nfident that our Signal Schools will carry on this 
traditlon and strengthen the bonds of friendship forged in 

battle, I salute The Royal Corps of Signals and the great 
Empire it represents." 

From: Brigadier R: H . 0 . Coryton, Deputy Director of 
Signals (0.), War Office, in the absence of 
Major-General C. H . H. Vulliamy, Director 
of Signals, War Office. 

To: Major-General S. B. Akin, Chief Signal Officer, 
U.S. Army. 

"On this 15th day of August, 1948, which marks the 
third anniversary of our joint victory over the Axis powers, 
I wish to extend to you and the U.S. Signal Corps the 
greetings of the Royal Corps of Signals. In our common 
adversity was bred the spirit of true comradeship and co
operation. Together we overcame the forces of darkness 
but the sacrifice was indeed great. In the years which have 
followed the rewards of victory have unmasked fresh diffi
culties and dangers. Together we will overcome them. As 
the old guard moves on let us see that the new guard can 
in thankfulness carry on the traditions of our two great 
fx:eedom-loving peoples who together and in close harmony 
have twice saved the world from disaster that it may enjoy 
the four freedoms. To-day we of the Royal Corps of Signals 
offer to you, General Akin, and all ranks of the U.S. Signal 
Corps a special message of pride and gratitude for past 
fellowship and of sincere good wishes for your future 
success and prosperity." 

13th August, 1948. 

* * * 
The Victory Club 

It was announced in the June issue of T HE WmE that 
the club was moving from Holborn to its new address. 

Here is the club. Its address is : 

73/79 Seymour Street, Marble Arch, W.2. 
The club is democratic, and is available to ex-Service 

members irrespective of rank, sex, etc. 

Charges for membership, accommodation and food are 
very reasonable. Thus membership subscription is only 10/
for one year, or £5 for life. For details re membership 
apply to the Secretary, Victory Club. 
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Round the Dominions 
Australia 

(Extracted from the Australian Defence Newsletter, 26th 
July). 

New Director of Signals. Lieutenant-Colonel E. G. Foster, 
who recently returned to Australia from the United King
dom after successfully completing the short tele-communi
cation course at the School of Signals at Catterick, has taken 
over the appointment of Director of Signals and Radar 
Equipment at Army Headquarters, Melbourne. 

Colonel L. J . Bruton, the former Director, bas been 
appointed Chief Instructor in Signals for potential officers 
of the Australian Regular Army who are being drawn from 
the recently announced additional classes of persons eligible 
for appointment. 

American Adwards to Officers. Further American awards 
to Australian Army officers who were associated with the 
United States Forces during the war in the South-West 
Pacific area include: Medal of Freedom to Colonel L. J. 
Bruton, Director of Signals and Radar Equipment. 

New Ze aland 

A Career in New Zealand. The New Zealand Army offers 
you this opportunity of an attractive career in their Regular 
Force. 

T he New Zealand Regular Force bas vacancies in the 
R.N.Z.E.M .E. and in the R.N.Z.A.O.C. for ex-soldier 
tradesmen or those at present serving after their release. 
T here are also vacancies in the Regular Force for Tradesmen 
Cooks who have served in the A.C.C. or who are now 
leaving on their release. T he prospects are good for the 
proficient type of man who would fulfil the requirements 
of the N ew Zealand Regular Force. 

Primarily single men are required, but applications from 
specialist tradesmen who are married will be considered. 

The New Zealand Regular Forces offer good pay, together 
with a superannuation scheme for long service soldiers, 
whilst short service is compensated by gratuities payable 
on discharge. 

Below are outlined the main details of the scheme: 
T rades. Vacancies exist in the following : R.N.Z.E.M .E.

Armourers, Electricians (Vehicle and Plant), Fitters, Instru
ment Mechanics, Sheet Metal Workers, Coach Painters and 
T rimmers, Telecommunications Mechanics, Vehicle 
M echanics. R.N.Z.A.0 .C.-Ammunition Examiners, Store
men (Technical), Clerks (R.A.0.C.). A.C.C.-Cooks 

Conditions. Tradesmen required must fulfil the follow
ing conditions: (a) To be a British subject and of British 
parentage; (b) to be proficient in one of the above trades ; 
(c) to be between the ages of 21 and 40 years. Physical 
fitness of applicants will be required as laid down by the 
British Army Medical Standard prescribed for Active Ser
vice in any part of the world. Applicant may also be required 
to undergo trade tests. 

Terms of Service. Successful applicants will be enlisted 
for an initial period of five years with the option, if suitable, 
of re-engagement for further terms up to the age of 45 years. 

Conditions of Service. As laid down for the New Zealand 
Regular Force in respect of pay and allowances, leave, 
gratuity, superannuation, free initial issue of uniform and 
upkeep allowance. 

Pay rates at present are as follows and are in New 
Zealand currency : 

Over 21 
Recruit 

Private 
Lance Corporal 

(Second year) 
Corporal 

(Over 4 years) 
(Over 8 years) 

3 Star 
18/ -
19 /6 
20/-
20/6 
21/-
21/6 
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12/ 6 
2 Star 
16/-
17 /-
17/6 
18/6 
19/-
19/6 

1 Star 
13/6 
16/ -
16/6 
17/6 
18/-
18/6 

Holders of Good Conduct Badges receive an additional 
6d. or 1/- per day. 

Sergeant ........ ...... . 
(Over 4 years) . . . 
(Over 8 years) .. . 

Staff Sergeant . .. .. . 
Warrant Officer, CL II 
Warrant Officer, CL I 

(Over 2 years) .. . 
(Over 4 years) .. . 

Highest 
Skilled 

Tradesmen 
23/6 
24/-
24/6 
25/-
25/6 
26/-
26/6 
27/-

All Other 
Tradesmen 
and Non
Tradesmen 

21/-
21/6 
22/-
23/-
23/6 
24/-
24/6 
25/-

These rates are per day for a seven-day week. 
It is emphasised that these rates are · payable in New 

Zealand ·currency. 
Applications. Personnel who wish to apply should write 

direct to : T he Military Liaison Officer, N.Z. Military 
Headquarters, H alifax H ouse, 51-55 Strand, London, W.C.2. 

The envelope should be marked " Recruit." The appli
cation will give brief details of civil and/ or military qualifi
cations and trade experience, expected date of release from 
the Army if still serving, together with rank, name and 
number, and Regiment or Corps; also state whether single 
or married and number of children, if any. 

Application form N.Z. 41, together with full derails, 
will be sent on receipt of initial application. 

* * * 
The Editor acknowledges with great gratitude a series of 

short articles on life in B.A.O.R., collected at his request 
by the Chief Signal Officer. 

They are of great interest and are written by signalmen, 
sergeants, warrant officers and wives. 

Collectively they paint an admirably exact picture of life 
in Rhine Army. One or more will be included in each issue 
of Tm: WIRE. 

Would it be too much to ask Chief Signal Officers of other 
theatres to do likewise ? 

* * * 
In the course of a letter to the Editor, Lieutenant (QM.) 

C. J. Sharpe, of 9 Wallace Drive, Huyton, near Liverpool, 
writes as follows. He speaks of the way in which THE WIRE 
keeps us old ones in touch with the present organisation of 
the Corps--" a bit different from my day, when we had 
seven Divisional Telegraph Companies, ' K' Company out 
on the Post Office, and ' A,' ' B ' and ' E ' Signal Companies 
in the making. Good old days with our six-horse cable 
wagon teams, forage carts and light-spring wagons. 

" On reading through the July issue, I found that there 
were only two names I recognised, General Sir H. C. B. 
Wemyss, who was O.C. No. 1 Section (4th Guards Brigade), 
2nd Signal Company, R.E., and Major-General Vulliamy, 
whom I knew as a lieutenant. 

" It may be of interest to let you kpow that I am now one 
of the 'grandfathers' of the Corps. Enlisted 18-10-00; 
attached 2nd Divisional Communication Company, R.E., 
March, 1910; transferred from Middlesex Regiment August, 
1912, as sergeant; served continuously until July, 1938, retir
ing as Quartermaster, 54th Divisional Signals. R~mployed 
May, 1939, for duty as an Ordnance Officer with 4th A.A. 
Division and given a ' bowler hat ' in February, 1942, on 
account of age, rising 59. March, 1942, to May, 1945, Batta
lion Q.M., 78th (Warrington) Battalion Home Guard. 

" Thank you for your list of branches. Prescot is nearest 
to me, but I had already attached myself to the Liverpool 
branch from its inception. 

"I am working as the Assistant Secretary of the Warring
ton Division of S.S.A.F.A. and have occasional business with 
the Corps Benevolent Fund." 



HoJDe 
Stations 
6th AIRBORNE DIVISIONAL SIGNAL REGIMENT 

August 
[These ~otes, received after tht: normal date of going to 

press, are mduded as they are so topical. A thankless task 
well done !-En.] 

Th~ 6th Airborne Division returned to England from 
Pales~e at th~ ~d of ~e Mandate. The main, body of 
6th Airborne D1V1s10nal Signal Regiment reached Southamp
ton on the s.s. Otmnto on 22nd April, 1948, and moved next 
day to Perham Down, near Andover. 

It was in some ways a sad homecoming in view of the 
decision that the Division was to be broken up after a short 
but famous life of just over five years. 

Planning began in January to reduce the Division to one 
Independent Parachute Brigade Group; the Signal Squadron 
to be formed from this Regiment. Since that date it has 
been the primary object of all ranks that the new Unit shall 
be formed on the best possible foundations of men property 
and funds. ' 

The new Independent Brigade is being formed round the 
2nd Parachute Brigade Group in its present area of Schleswig 
B.A.O.R. ' 

Fowler Barracks, Perham Down, is thus the final home of 
6th ~.bo~e pivisional Signal Regiment. It is appropriate 
that 1t is Wlthrn a very short distance of " The Beacon " hill 
at Bulford, where the Regiment was first formed. " Beacon " 
has beei;t the name of the Regimental exchange wherever 
located m the years between. 
. Work, since arrival, has consisted of returning vast quanti

nes of st?res to Ordnance Depots, releasing successive Age 
and Service ~roups, '.ffid creating the new 16th Independent 
Parachute Bngade Signal Squadron and its 33rd Airborne 
Field Regiment Signal Troop. 

A ceremonial P3;1'ade was held on Friday, 25th June, 1948, 
to mark the reduction of the Regiment. The salute was taken 
by General Sir H. Colville B. Wemyss, K.C.B., K.B.E., n. s.o., 
M.C., Colonel Commandant. The Corps Band was in atten
~nce and .the fu~ form of ceremonial was carried through 
m a most rmpress1ve way. 

General Wemyss was recei_ved at Regimental Headquarters 
b~ a guard of honour provided by 2nd Parachute Brigade 
S1~al Squadron, and then by the General Salute from the 
Regiment on parade. The inspection was followed by a 
~ch. past in quick time in column of troops, the advance 
~n review. order, and finally the march off of the Regiment 
m slow nme to Auld Lang Syne. 

!he parade was ~ommanded by Lieutenant-Colonel D. A. 
P':1ngle, Commanding Royal Signals, 6th Airborne Division 
with, on parade : ' 

Adjutant, .Captain W. P. W. Robertson. 
Command~ng No. I Squadron, Major V. H. Martin, M.c. 
Command~ng No. 2 Squadron, Major R. C. Pringle. 
Cornmandmg No. 3 Squadron, Major E. W. Barrett. 

I! ~as ~tting that this farewell parade, carried out before 
a ctisnngu1Shed audience of guests from Royal Signals Air
~me Forc;es, the District, former officers and m~n of 
Airborne Signals and the families of those serving should 
afford S<;lme outward showing of the undying spirit' of Air
borne Signals and how much it meant to all of us. 

1943 - 1948 
"NORMANDY " " THE RHINE " "ARDENNES " 
'SOUTH EAST ASIA " " PALESTINE " 

The 6th Airborne Divisional Signal Regiment was formed 
in England in May, 1943. The first members were five 
officers and 100 men of 1st Airborne Divisional Signals. 
The Brigade Signal Sections of 3rd Parachute Brigade, 6th 
Airlanding Brigade and 5th Parachute Brigade were formed 
first, in that order followed by the remainder of the Unit. 

The Division took to the air as a whole, on exercises, by 
April, 1944. 

The Regiment first saw service, with the Division, on 
D-Day, 1944, and fought from Normandy to the Seine. 
Returning to England in September, plans for a further 
airborne operation were delayed by the German offensive. 
On Christmas Eve the Division was back in France to the 
Ardennes, fighting until th\! following February. 

On 24th March, 1945, the Division flew from mounting 
bases in U.K. for the assault crossing of the Rhine, and then 
fought on across Germany to the Baltic. 

Shortly after VE-Day, 5th Parachute Brigade Signal Troop 
went with that Brigade to the Far East to operations in Java. 

In September, 1945,.having been joined by 2nd Parachute 
Brigade Signal Troop, the Regiment went to Palestine with 
6th Airborne Division, and carried out two and a half years 
of internal security duties until the end of the Mandate. 

SOUTHERN C:OIHMAND (M) SIGNAL REGHIENT 

July 
During the past month our C.O., Lieutenant-Colonel 

P. R. Hyde, O.B.E., has had a spot of well earned leave and 
is now on a Land/ Air Warfare Course. The R.S.M. will 
supply the grass for any jungle training you may have in 
mind, sir! During his absence, Major W. J. S. Gray 
officiates as C.O. 

New arrivals in the Unit are too numerous to ]Ilention 
inctividually, but to each of them we extend a hearty wel
come, and to the departures we bid a sad farewell, wishing 
them the best of luck. 

The football and hockey season will soon begin and we 
hope to improve on last year's effort and record. With quite 
a n~be~ of ex-Ind~a types in the Unit we may even bag 
the D1stnct or possibly the Command Hockey Champion
ship. 

In the very near future, the All-Ranks' Monthly Dance 
may be revived. That is what the cookhouse cat told us a 
few days ago, so it must be true. The bloomin' animal ctid 
not tell us someone had broken into the cookhouse last 
week-end and stolen Corporal Teece's pastries. 

Until next month-cheerio, chums. 

R.H.Q. Sergeants' Mess. In the past month we have said 
"Bung-ho" to the following members: Sergeant Smith to 
the T.A., P.S.I.S., Sergeant Hunt to -?-?-, and our 
learned " schooly," Sergeant Marsden, to the Middle East. 
In adctition we had with us for a few days prior to release 
that well-kno~ Corps figure, Sergeant " Jimmy " Emblem, 
v:ho was Section ~ergeant of the Aldershot Troop. Cheerio, 
Jimmy; everyone m the Corps joins with us in wishing you 
the very best of luck, and if you are ever around our way 
please call on us. ' 

We extend the hand of welcome to Sergeant Stiles and 
Sergeant Harding. Can it be that the view of the camp from 
underneath the railway bridge inspired the classic remark 
"Civilisation, take it away!" You can keep it, too. 

We have ~?st anoth~r well-known figure in the ample shape 
of R.S.M. Johnny Johnson, our Orderly Room scribe. 
He joined the sinister army of Black Coat Wonders who 
send form~ in tr~plicate to everyone, light their pipe; with 
the filled-m copies, and then send another three with a 
sharp reminder of early returns. Good luck, Johnny. 

On 29th July we had the Officers and Corporals as our 
guests at a Mess Social. The games tournament was a great 
success, but the m~bers were soundly beaten. A challenge 
to a return match is hereby thrown out, for revenge is still 
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sweet. This was R.S.M. Johnson's farewell party, and our 
acting C.0., Major Gray, said a few words of farewell, and 
old Johnny was well and truly expelled in the very small 
hours of the morning. 

Before the next party we hope that the Q.M. will issue 
Sergeant " Tojo" Hamilton with a real rifle and some 
appropriate paper for rabbit shooting. Lieutenant Walton 
has now got a real fiddle (one of the many in this Unit), 
but is still looking for a longer finger for his act. With a 
little more practice and a little less hilarity, S.S.M. Dickson 
should qualify as a professional "waiter" at cinemas, pro
viding he can remove the nasty smell from under his nose. 
It has been noted and commented on by various people that 
one C.S.M. and one Sergeant have been running around in 
circles on Figsbury Ring, getting nowhere very fast. 

We are all saving up hard to make the next social a 
success, and we are sure that there will be a few adctitional 
morning prowlers on that occasion. 

Olympic Runner-Torch Bearer. On Sunday, 1st August, 
Sergeant D. M. Babbage, of No. 1 Trades Training Regi
ment, Royal Signals, Catterick, whilst on leave in Salisbury, 
had the honour of being selected to carry the Torch on its 
journey from Wembley to Torquay for the opening of the 
Yachting Regatta. 

He ran from St. Thomas's Bridge on the London road, 
two miles north of Salisbury, to the Market Place in the 
centre of the city. 

A.T.S., R.H.Q. We are very sorry to hear that our 
D .D.A.T.S., Controller B. L. Turner, is shortly to retire 
from the Service, and she honoured R.H.Q. with a farewell 
visit and inspection in 30th July. All concerned did their 
level best to ensure that she left the Service with an excel
lent last impression regarding inspections. We wish her all 
good fortune in civilian life, from this Regiment. 

Eros has pointed his bow (but not his arrow-shades of 
education quizes) at our Detachment, as our Private Bond 
married ex-Corporal Senior, of this Regiment, recently . 
May she always use the correct procedure and carry out 
the goo::! training of the Signals. 

The R.H.Q. types have answered yet another S 0 S and 
are already busy making toys and other items for the 
Y.W.C.A. Christmas Fair. We hope this effort will be kept 
up well until the autumn. 

Once more our H.Q. had representatives in the District 
Netball Team against Aldershot District, in the adequate 
shapes of Corporal Mischamp, Privates Benfield and Twigg. 
We are now spreading our sports activities still further 
by improving on our rounders, and the hockey bug has 
already bitten us, and the form ctisplayed shows much 
promise for the coming season. 

Jews' M ail. Will "Taff" Barrell drop Sergeant A. G. 
Prime, Southern Command (M.) Signal Regiment, Winter
bourne Dauntsey, near Salisbury, a line when he reads this. 

DIDCOT A.T.S. PERIODICAL. Privates Carr and Fair
brother loomed into the limelight when they volunteered to 
be part of the Entertainments Committee. 

The usual dreary garrison took on a festive air, and the 
bunting and balloons were draped. Tables were borrowed 
and the m:mageress of the N.A.A.F.I. was kind enough 
to lend vases and tablecloths. The subdued males, who 
usually held up the walls, sidled into chairs where pretty 
girls were sitting, and the dances were a howling success 
from then on. 

They got their reward when the band leader proposed 
three cheers, and amidst an admiring crowd they crawled 
away to blush in solitude. 

Lance-Corporal Buck added to the fame of our beloved 
section when she supervised the gramophone recital at the 
local You th Club. The villages look round now and say 
"Ah, there goes one of those Signal girls." 

BICESTER A.T.S. TROOP. Bicester 260 calling; R.U. 
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there? On Sunday, 4th July, some of our girls went to 
the fair seaside resort of Southsea. Well, it would have been 
" fair " if it hadn't rained all day ! A charabanc took us 
down there, but what we missed on the sands we made up 
for on the amusements and in the Portsmouth N .A.A.F.I. 
Oub. Some of the fairground wallahs went on the "Big 
Wheel" despite the rain, namely, Privates Docherty and 
Boyd, who were whizzed up into the dizzy heights and back 
again to earth once only. Imagine their surprised expressions 
when they were requested to alight. They indignantly 
demanded their money b3ck, considering they had been 
done. These two lassies, of course, hail frae Bonnie Scotland. 

Others arriving at the N.A.A.F.I. Club made a mad 
dash to get a wash and brush up. The weather played havoc 
with hair and make up. Having repaired the damage we 
sallied forth to make a conquest. First we went to the 
" Cubby Corner " to play records. In other words it was 
a " jam session." The effect was magical! Seemingly out 
of nowhere, the "Jolly Jack Tars" rallied round and soon 
Signals and sailors were chattering ten to the dozen. 

When the W.V.S. manageress came to tell us that the 
session was all over we all groaned, but brightened con
siderably when we were informed that the dance was about 
to commence. We drifted into the ballroom to perform the 
usual gyrations on the deck. (We picked up the nautical 
slang in no time.) Who said sailors don't care? 

When it was all over we made our way to the old jalopy 
and, as everyone had an escort, there was quite a mixture 
of khaki and navy blue--such a change. Tired but happy, 
the Bicester girls waved " Good-bye " regretfully and hoped 
that Southsea would be seeing them again soon. 

On the journey back the bus was in an uproar, literally, 
and no wonder. Having persuaded Private Joan Harris to 
bring her accorction with her, the girls were singing at 
the tops of their voices. Some gave impersonations and a 
trio in the corner provided sound effects, i.e. electrical 
guitars, bagpipes, and paper and combs! 

Well, plug-pushers, if any of you find yourselves in 
Southsea don't forget to keep up the sailors' morale, even 
if it does entail the heart-rending good-byes. 

Cheerio, and keep smiling, from the happy plug-pushers 
of Bicester 260. 

Have you heard of the Signals of Southern Command 
Who all pull together and work hand in hand? 
But tho' isolated out here in the wilds 
We're happy together on bitters and milds. 

May be you've heard of this far away place 
Where we jump for joy if we see a new face. 
We are stationed at Bicester, the best in the land
That's what we think in Southern Command. 

However, we love, and you'd all agree 
That Bicester is surely the land of the free. 
There's thousands of men, just a mile down the road, 
Who, for hours and hours, patrol our abode. 

There's many hearts broken through our idle chatter 
But co us there i only one man. who could matter. 
Of course it's our "Jimmy "-you know who we mean 
That bod. on our b3dge we always keep clean. 

He's the pride of the Signals, we know you adore 
The motto he stands for is: swift and sure. 
\Ve don't like ourselves-much-down here so we say, 
But we lik our elves more when it comes to pay day. 

So if you read this tale of woe 
Remembo..r the girls of " 260 "-
They're the happiest crowd in the A.T.S. yet, 
Any time, any day, I wager a bet. 



1agger Cup (Shooting). Congratulations to W / 347174 
Private Lambert (A.T.S.), who put up not only a good 
show but a good score as an individual 81 out of 100 and 
23 out of 25, at snap shooting. In the highest individual 
score she finished fourth. 

The team finished fifth-not bad for A.T.S. in an other
wise all male competition. 

Demonstration Columns. Two columns demonstrating 
various types of Signal Equipment are at present touring 
A.C.F./J.T.C. and T.A. Camp in the South of England. 

It is gratifying to note that these columns are thoroughly 
appreciated by all Cadet and T.A. personnel so much so that 
a check has to be made on the " innards " of our 53 Sets 
to ensure that we have not inadvertently removed a small 
Cadet from his fellows. 

·We are assisted in this good work by members of No. 6 
Airborne Signal Regiment, and shall be sorry when the day 
comes for them to say " Good-bye." 

WESTERN C:OHMAND (H) SIGNAi. 
REGIMENT 

August 
Summer lasted a whole week here by the River Dee, and 

we appreciated it so very much! Skies have now gone back to 
their familiar grey colour again and soccer is the main topic 
among the sportsmen. 

The Demonstration Team continues its triumphal tour 
through North Wales; we have heard nothing but good 
of their activities and feel quite proud of them. 

They are carrying "Jimmy" to good purpose. At the 
time of writing they are out in the blue, but will be with 
us in a few days for maintenance and a break. 

They gabble enthusiastically about the diversions of 
Blackpool-which town has left a lasting impression it 
seems! 

The main reason for our existence-the Signal Office
has been at high pressure for weeks now-and as we are 
desperately short staffed in this connection we are gratified 
with the good spirit which is being shown by all concerned. 

We had the good fortune to win a teleprinter operator 
recently, which eased the pressure somewhat. 

Arrivals. Not numerous, unfortunately. Twelve " bodies" 
j~ined the fold recently from Catterick; they look good 
Signals types. We hope they settle down quickly-there's 
work a-plenty! We also extended a warm welcome to 
Lieut~t Lister (ex-Palestine). He'll probably get torn 
apart rn the scramble by Squadron Commanders for 
subalterns. 

Departures. After scoring such a faultness 41 in the last 
cricket match amongst ourselves, Lieutenant Levett has 
packed his grip and gone. The very best, sir. 

S.Q.M.S. Humble presses on his butt and turns resolute 
eyes towards Ca tterick. 

Much weeping and wailing and gnashing of teeth at 
the " Looney Bin " eh, Les? 

Demob claims its own, insiduously month after month. 
Replacements aren't so rapid, however! S.Q.M.S. Brooks 
(~1pher) leaves us on a change posting for W.O. II Trevi
fh:ick, for War Office Signals. We hope your duties are a 
trifle .more settled, " Q." S.S.M. Trevithick already has 
old friends here, and is quite established. 

~arrant Officers' and Sergeants' Mess. A very successful 
ooetal was held early t~s mo~th. The Mess are are very 
llroud owners of a very ~teres~g horse game, played with 
a cardboard pack and dice the size of young bricks. 

An extensive " tote " was ably managed by the Education 
Sergeants and, with the proceedings under the fatherly eyes 
of R.Q.~S. Jackson and S.S.M. Mayhew, the fun was fast 
~d furious. Although all the invitations didn't materialise, 
1t proved to be a very happy evening well spent. 
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During the recent very hot weather one of our rather more 
bucolic W.0. IIs was observed to sit down to lunch with 
a great glass of shandy. The caterer complained bitterly at 
such a wicked waste of orange squash, but we take this as 
even more evidence that Sergeant-Majors are almost human 
at times. Although in this particular case we are somewhat 
shaken! 

The glad had is extended to W.O. II Trevithick, from War 
Office Signals. 

We shall soon be saying farewell to Sergeants Johns, Shaw 
and Whitehead; they are trying their luck in the open world. 
Good hunting, chaps. 

At the moment the most harassed man in camp is quite 
definitely Sergeant Orme. The methods by which he conjures 
transport out of the air are nothing short of miraculous. It 
is his most jealously guarded secret! 

" Geordie " Bingham " vie-eddied " from the Canal Zone 
recently. We return his salaams. Knees getting any browner, 
"Geordie?" Shall be getting in touch with you soon. 

It is officially denied that "R.Q." Jackson made bis 
money as a bookie at the Chester races-although the tech
nique is there, and not at all latent. 

The " Foreman " refuses to be alluded to as a " fly round 
a jam pot" after the social. Well, " Fos," it was a jolly 
good imitation! And we must admit the young lady con
cerned was the victim of rather " Lothario " tactics on the 
part of another member! 

Still, even Sergeant Whitehead was drinking lemonade, ., 
rather shamefacedly we admit-but it just shows you to 
what lengths these "educated " chaps will go! 

Sport. Cricket Wednesdays and Saturdays is the form
but football boots are being very expectantly inspected now. 
Another 14 days and the great game should begin yet 
another season. 

Soccer Officer is· Lieutenant Davidson. ·we have the 
talent and look forward to another successful season. 

Our athletics day is 15th September. It will be quite 
informal and includes the usual track events. No. 2 Squad, 
ron is experiencing difficulty in raising a team, but as we 
supply the Signal Office relief it is but to be expected. 

It is hoped to obtain sufficient competitions for an after
noon's relaxation from normal duties. We shall be assisted 
in that respect by the Royal Pioneer Corps, who share 
Blacon Camp with us; once more they have been invited 
to compete. 

As I send these notes off to THE WIRE the sun has 
chosen this moment to repent my "leaden sky" statement. 

What! -two summers in one year! 
TOSH 

NORTHERN IRELAND DISTRICT (M) 
SIGNAi. SqUADBON 

August 
The main event of the month was an " At Home" at 

which the personnel of H.Q., N.I.D., entertained the public 
of Northern Ireland in Thiepval Barracks, Lisburn. The 
programme was prepared by Lieutenant-Colonel M. J . 
Conway, Royal Signals, C.S.O., N.I.D., and Commanding 
~fficer of .the Squadron, to give the general public an insight 
mto the hfe of the present-day soldier, to show his work 
a~d also the amenities which are provided for him for hi~ 
leisure hours. H.Q. made preparations to entertain some 
700 guests but this figure was doubled, proving the interest 
the general public take in the soldier of the present day. 

The programme began with an inspection and March 
Past, the salute being taken by Lieutenant-General O. L. 
Roberts, C.B., C.B.E., n.s.o., G.O.C., who afterwards con
gratulated the troops on their efficiency and turn out. The 
parade ~a~ followed with a film show, " True Glory," a 
film depictmg .the sequence of events of ·the invasion armies 
the subsequent advance into France, and on to the Baltic~ 
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A very able demonstration by the H.Q. Fire Squad followed. 
British Red Cross demonstrations in first aid and cookery 
demonstrations by the Army Catering Corps received quite _ 
a lot of attention from the public. There were also demon
strations by R.E.M.E., Ordnance, North Irish Hor"se, and 
Signals, who had on show various wireless sets, shocking 
coil, exchanges, etc., a demonstration being given on mass 
erection. 

The music, both for parade and entertainment purposes 
afterwards, was provided by the band of the Royal Ulster 
Rifles. 

- The weather was exceptionally kind, which added to the 
suceess of the day. 

The programme closed with a dance in the Gymnasium 
which was well attended both by civilians and service per
sonnel alike, who enjoyed themselves immensely. 

The Squadron has been rather quiet otherwise during 
the month; two dances have been run in the Gymnasium 
which were very successful. Postings have been at a mini
mum, the only one of note being one Private " Edna " 
Doherty, who was our very able despatch clerk in the 
Squadron office, who left us to join the A.T.S. Training 
Centre at Guildford. We have a posting-in-Private Evans 
-who came to us from Larkhill and is now trying to 
remember the " do's and don'ts " which go to make the 
occupant of the despatch chair a useful member of the 
Squadron. 

The Summer Hockey League has begun, Signals being 
beaten in their first match by H.Q., N.I.D., the reason 
being that due to leave, postings and other causes great 
difficulty was experienced in fielding a representative eleven. 
The only other game on the agenda, and one which is 
looked forward to by a certain member of the Squadron, 
is the Four-Ball Golf Competition. We have great hopes 
of winning, six members of the Squadron competing. 

And so for the present, Good Stations, everybody. 
. J.D. 

Ne. 2 TRAINING REGIMENT 
August 

In- spite of the weather, the accent this month has been 
on canvas - or rather, under it. Big tents, labelled " Hot 
Dogs " and " Darts," and smaller (more regimental) tents 
ready for inspection by the Chief of the Imperial General 
Staff. The Junior Training Corps Camp at Gandale 
accounts for the smaller tents, and the Regiments of the 
Signal Training Centre have provided personnel to staff 
the camp. The men from this Unit enjoyed the change in 
living conditions, and have returned blooming with ruddy 
health after their communion with nature. Members of No. 
3 Squadron, ably assisted by an M.T. Troop, gave two 
demonstrations at Gandale which were greatly appreciated 
by the Cadets and by those in charge of their training. 

The larger tents are part of a gallaxy of canvas, colour 
and balloons which will contribute to the Catterick Fair. 
This Regiment is providing a " Hot Dog " stall, a " Darts " 
stall and a Miniature Rifle Range. These sideshows, in 
common with all the others, are providing amusement (and, 
i~ the case of the first-mentioned, sustenance), and taking 
in the cash for the Catterick District Entertainments Fund. 

Another attraction at the Fair is a show by the Royal 
Signals Display Team, and we are pleased to have these 
spectacular motor cyclists attached to us for the duration 
of their present engagement. 

By way of a " Stop Press " we have a few notes on the 
Unit Sports Meeting, which was held on 11th August. Some 
inte!'."esting events were the pole vault (won by Sergeant 
Blakemore with a height of 8 feet 3 inches) and the 2-mile 
steeplechase--complete with water jump-which resulted in 
a dead-heat by Signalman Smith and Signalman Toyne for 
the first place. In the invitation . relay all the places went 
to the visitors, and School of Signals came in to an exciting 
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win over Royal Signals, 0.C.T.U. In t~e Inter-S~uadron 
Competition No. 2 Squadron were the victoi;s, beating the 
runners-up, H.Q. Squadron, by nearly 20 pomts. 

No doubt each Squadron will submit its own view of 
the sports in next month's notes; so, for the moment, we 
will leave it that that. 

With the speeding up of both demobilisation and. in~ake, 
any soldier with a group number under 120 feels Justified 
in exuding " Group Happiness " whenever in the presence 
of his less fortunate comrades. It is encouraging to note, 
however that more and more Barrack Rooms are organ
ising recitations of Kipling's " If" before lights out. 

To the old soldiers go all our best wishes for the future, 
and to the recruits our hopes that they will enjoy their 
stay with us. 

H.Q. SQUADRON. During the last month the Squadron 
has had quite a few changes among the Officers. . 

We have welcomed Major D. Mansel as P.R.I. vice 
Major D. C. P. Hall, who is now with Royal Signals 
Records Office. Captain A. MacKay has arrived to take the 
place of our M.T.O., who is leaving us for .civilian lif«:. 

We are also about to bid farewell to Captam J. D. Willey, 
our Messing Officer, who is due to depart to South Africa 
as a civilian. During his stay as Messing Officer we have 
seen many improvements, and for these we are profoundly 
grateful. We wish him every success in the business world. 

R.S.M. Howley has also ieft us during the past month, 
for duty with No. 5 A.A. (M.) Signal Regiment at Derby; 
and we now hear that he is among the advance party of that 
Regiment in its move to Scarborough. As p~esident for tt;ie 
Unit Miniature Rifle Club, Mr. Howley was rnstrumental rn 
having the Unit Club affiliated to the Artny Rifle Associ
ation and he succeeded in raising the enthusiasm of the 
Re~ent for this form of sport to a very high level. We 
would like to assure him that his work was not wasted, 
and tliat the Unit Rifle Club is ·carrying on where he lefl: 
off. We all wish him the best of luck and plenty of good 
shooting. 

This month the accent has been on Athletics, but before 
proceeding further with our report in this sphere we must 
first congratulate Lieutenant-Colonel P. G. Goodeve-Docker 
on his selection as one of the judges at the Olympic Games. 
As an adjudicator on the athletic track, Lieutenant-Colonel 
Goodeve-Docker's services are in great demand. He has 
been chosen as chief judge for the Catterick District Cham
pionships and \vill also be judging in the Unit Sports on 
Wednesday, 11th August. 

With regard to the Unit Sports just mentioned, H.Q. 
Squadron is making an all-out effort to win the Inter
Squadron Trophy from the present holders (No. 2 Squad
ron). The Squadron possesses many potential athletes and 
a great deal of training has been going on in the evenings 
in order to ensure that the best men represent the Squadron; 
and that they are at their best when the time comes. 
Unfortunately for the Squadron one of our chief hopes, 
Corporal Moynan, is in hospital, and will not be able to 
compete. We wish him a speedy recovery. 

No. 2 SQUADRON. Since our last notes our O:C., 
Captain Snell, has been promoted to the rank of Ma1or. 
We tender our heartiest congratulations. 

August Bank Holiday leave was welcomed. by all ranl_cs as 
a change from climbing poles and pounding typewriters, 
but the long faces were very much in evidence on the return 
of the troops from leave. At the same time the heat-wave 
gave place to the usual Catterick wintry blasts. 

The Army Colleges are very popular of late, and we 
have to report that Corporals Frost and Cooper b~ve just 
returned from the one at Welbeck and are full of it; both 
seem to have benefited from their short stay there before 
leaving for Civvy Street. Sergeant L~dha~, fro!11 Clerk;s' 
Training, will soon be leaving us, and we wish him well m 
the future. 



During the past month a cricket match was played against 
the St. Mary's Youth Qub from Richmond. The result was 
a win for the Squadron by two runs, the scores being No. 2 
Squadron 98 far 8 declared (Corporal Leach 50 not out) 
&nd the Youth Qub 96 (Corporal Leach 6 wickets for 12 
runs). 

·Yet another Sports Meeting is to be held in the Regiment, 
and No. 2 Squadron are strongly tipped to win again, but 
more of that next month. 

Wishing our friends all the best, we sign off for August. 

No. 3 TRAINING REGIMENT 

July 
The Regiment, having now set down in Bourlon and 

Aisne area , looks forward to a settled period of occupation. 
~ these <:fays of National Service it bas become a monthly 

routme affair to say " Good-bye " to so many acquaintances· 
so much so, that the original idea bas been lost and ou; 
really well;-rem~mbered so~~ers get lost amongst hosts of 
~es which, m my opimon, are only of very limited 
mterest. Suffice it to say " Good-bye and good luck " to 
all ranks who left us during July, 1948. 

The .s:T.C. Athletic L?ague continues to provide healthy 
ooml'<:nnon between. Regiments. This Regiment's magnum 
opus is .the b'lttle with No. 2 Training Regiment to finish 
second m the league table. A meeting was held on 21st 
July and, althoug~ the :neather was very stormy, arrange
men~ made by this _Regiment carried the show through all 
ix>:>sible events: It is regretted that on this occasion we 
.finis~ed five pomts behind No. 2 Training Regiment. At the 
m~g held on 29th July we ended up in the fourth 
posmon. A gr~ter effort will be made this month when 
we hope to regain the .second position. 

There are no outstanding suc.cesses at cricket to report. 
W,e .do, however, keep turning out very regularly and enter
tammg ?~ opP<?nents as well as possible. There was a 
v~ thrilling finish to the match against No. 5 Training 
Regiment on Jutland ground, when we lost by one run. 
o~ hocker team has already been tried out and deserves 

sP:C1al mennon. We have two very good sides and feel 
qwte sure they are, at least, equal to any in the district. 

We are pleased to have been able to assist the " Signals 
Theatre" t<? the extent of a producer and a leading man. 
Congratulanons to S~nd-Lieutenant J. Donne as the 
p~oducer of Emlyn Williams' " Night Must Fall," and to 
Signalman Cross, who takes the part of Danny. 

No. 5 TRAINING REGIMENT 

Not having kept a diary _of nota?~e events quring the past 
mont~, and the memory bemg positively allergic to extensive 
prodding, an accurate report of the month's activities is 
beyond me. 9ur.role, .nam~ly the training of Drivers, D.M.s 
:md D.R.s, is still being ngorously maintained. The train
mg progr~e for Drivers has recently been increased from 
46 to ~9 penods per we~k, and the extra instruction received 
by ~amees should certrunly prove beneficial. 
D1s~ce fro~. ?ur fellow Units at Catterick and lack 

of _trrunmg ~acilities here have prevented the Unit from 
taking part 10 many .s.T.C. athletic meetings. We did, 
howev~, ent~ a team m th~ Catterick District " A " Zone 
Athlenc Meeung, and, all things considered, acquitted our
selv~ v~ ~ell. Notable achievements were Sergeant Dono
hue s wm 10 the 220 yards, Sergeant Nicholson rising to 
~e finals of the hammer throw, and S.Q.M.S. Crockett's 
wm through to the finals of the high jump. 

. The Unit Thursday Night Dance has now established ftself as a very ~ f~vourite with the troops and the civilian 
~e population alike. A lot of hard work by an enthu

swtic few has transformed the cinema, no longer used as 
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such, into what must surely be the finest little dance hall 
in the locality. ' 

~t is indeed worthy of note, and a matter of considerable 
pnde to us, that °?rporal J. Murphy, a ~ntly demobbed 
mell_lber of the Urut, was chosen for the British Olympic 
BoXJDg Team. 

The Ynit ent~red the Northern Command Agricultural 
Compe~non, whi<:h was held recently. Not having been in 
occupation of this Camp very long we were definitely 
handicapped, but it was acknowledged that commendable 
work h.ad been done with a rather vast agricultural area. 
~ agncultur~ and gardening competition on a Unit level 
~s due to be Judged next month. Looking round the lines 
it appears that D.R. Squadron certainly intend that there 
should be no doubt about the result. . 

.U.H.Q. S9UADRON. The Squadron continues to cope 
"'?th ev~ythmg from "Sanitation to Salvation" without 
visual signs of stress. A.s with everyone, the old bogey, 
A/S Groups, has taken its toll, and looks like bitting us 
really hard. when <;Yroups 76/77 depart. Our main trouble, 
of course, is replacmg some of the old hands in the various 
offices. 

Major, D. S: Waldro~ finally packed his kit after· nearly 
30 YC!!!S service.. All m the Squadron extend their very 
best wishes on bis venture into civilian life. He will long 
be remembered by us for his enthusiastic interest in the 
:velfare o~ the troops. Also on the list of notable departures 
is <?1Pta.In . F. G~eaves, Adjutant, who had many years' 
service to his credit. :1n the vacated chairs are Major Garlick 
as P.R.!. and Captrun Dowell, Adjutant. 
T~ere was a. good response to the visits to Brancepeth 

Colliery, orgarused. by the Unit Education Officer. All who 
!18d the opportumty to visit the mine found it of great 
!~teres,t. They all agreed. that the little fellow who pleaded 

J?on t go down the mme, daddy," certainly knew some
thmg. A short accou~t of the visit has been contributed 
b)'.' Sergeant Hart. It is hoped that the Education Officer 
:nill. be .able to arrange similar visits to other industries and 
mst1tut1ons, ~use the opportunity to see the other side 
of the fence 1s most welcome and refreshing. 

DRIVIN\Y SQUADRON. Main items of Driving Squad
ron n~ws this month seem to bl! concerned with departures. 
Cap~ Tucker left the Army for civilian life, as did 
~ptam Swann. We hope their many years to come will 
brmg them a~ much hap~iness as did their Army careers. 

A much missed figure m the Sergeants' Mess is that of 
cheery Sergeant-Major. Ferrige, who bas left for overseas 
once more. May he bnghten the lives of the men far from 
home as he did for those at home. 

Sports. activities of the Squadron are unfortunately at 
a stand~till due to. lack of facilities, though the Squadron 
was mainly respo~sible for the provision of the Unit Medley 
R_elay Team, which ran a gallant third in the School of 
Signals Sports, under the · able leadership of Sergeant 
Donohoe, our Corps runner. 

!!-ducafional Visit .to Brancepeth Colliery. Members of 
this .Urut took part m an educational visit to Brancepeth 
Colliery, nc;ar B1sh?P Auck!and, on Wednesday, 21st July. 

~fter bemg eqwpped with lamps and clad in suits of 
derums, the party was conducted round the mine by a 
depu~ or foreman. They first descended to the main 
workings by mean~ of. a cage which is lowered by steel 
ropes, a fact contributing to the easing of a few anxious 
~ds .. Th~nce they proceeded to the coal face where 
mstrucaon ~ the use of a pneumatic drill was provided by 
?De of the II?111ers, before each member of the party crawled 
mto. the mmute sp.ace available to cut some coal. On 
hearmg that c;ach ~ner had to load all bis own coal into 
the tu?s provided pnor to their bei~g wheeled away, every
one did a smart about turn, on their knees and retired in 
order. ' 

Questions concerning miners' welfare, pit organisation and 
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wages were then put forward and answered ably by various 
mineworkers. A good impression of the efficiency and 
industry of the mine was created. In fact it was very hard 
to drag away some of the Welsh members, as it reminded 
them so vividly of their own Rhondda Valley. 

A very enjoyable and educative afternoon was spent by 
all, and visits of such calibre are in great demand. 

D.R. SQUADRON. The Squadron is in fine fettle, 
although rather depleted in numbers. In particular we have 
lost S.Q.M.S. Clay, who has retired from the Corps after 
31 years' service. He will be remembered by many who had 
the good fortune to know him during his long service. 
A social evening was held in his honour at the Warrant 
Officers' and Sergeants' Mess. Mrs. and "Q" Clay were 
presented with a handsome clock by Mrs. Newton, wife of 
the R.S.M., from the members of the Mess. In a short 
address the C.O., Lieutenant-Colonel L. T. Shawcross, paid 
tribute to S.Q.M.S. Clay's fine record of service. We wish 
Mrs. Clay and S.Q.M.S. Clay every happiness and comfort 
for a long and well earned retirement. 

Rumour has it that in the near future a very interesting 
Motor-Cycle Trial will be held in this area. More about 
this later. 

The Corps Display Team gave two very commendable 
performances on what may now be termed their home 
ground, on 4th August, in aid of the Barnard Castle 
Festival Week. Boxing training, which has long been taken 
care of by our 0.C., Captain Stirk, has commenced for 
the coming season. We hope to turn out a team equal if 
not better than last year's. 

The Squadron has been well represented in the Unit 
Cricket Team, S.S.M. Davis, Lance-Corporal Collett, 
Corporal Hornby and Signalman Robson turning out 
regularly. 

We extend hearty farewells to members of the Squadron 
who have recently been demobbed. Including a certain type 
who has left a red Bugatti behind, believed to have red 
petrol in its tanks ! 

The Month's ·Bright Spot. The Sergeant-Major who, 
having lost his voice, had to take a " shouter " on parade 
with him . . 

D.M. SQUADRON. Since moving to Barnard Castle, 
D.M. Squadron, in keeping with the other squadrons of 
the Regiment, has witnessed and experienced many changes. 
With the steady demob flow, departures are too numerous 
to name, but last month we were sorry to lose Second
Lieutenant Gray, our popular training officer. Coincidence, 
it may be, but since his departure we haven't seen "D.M.," 
a black kitten which was previously on Squadron strength 
as a mascot. It is hoped that this is not an indication of the 
rigours of Civvy Street rationing. We extend a warm wel
come to our new Training Officer, Captain Langwith. 

Sergeant Ling, Acting S.S.!., recently caught a big boat, 
Tripoli bound, we believe. With him went the best wishes 
of the Squadron. Hope your knees are nicely brown now, 
Sergeant. S.Q.M.S. Harris came as a replacement, stayed 
long enough to have a nice big leave, then headed north on 
a posting to Edinburgh. The job is now in the capable 
hands of Sergeant " Ginger" Turner, who recently returned 
from the Royal Tournament, Olympia, where he assisted 
in the " stage-managing" of the Corps Display Team. 

Our training role is soon to undergo a slight change. At 
present we impart the wonders of mechanics, but shortly, 
however, driving instructions will be added to our cur
riculum. Only Regular soldiers are bl!ing trained as D.M.s 
and they should, with these facilities, now receive more 
individual instruction-which is, as all who know agree, 
the best type of training. 

The domestic and training life of the Squadron had all 
the appearances of having been hit by a typhoon recently. 
Actually it was R.S.M. Lynbam passing through on the 
training siqe. I should imagine he is e.ittremely well known 
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throughout the Signals. He completely reorganised the 
training programme and then departed as quickly as he 
had arrived. All the chaps who made his acquaintance, 
pleasurably or otherwise, were unanimous in the respect 
they had for his fairness and almost alarming knowledge 
and grasp of the job. 

All D.M.s will, I know, congratulate Major Thorpe on 
his promotion. 

It was deep regret that the Squadron learned of the 
death of Lance-Corporal Otway-Cave in a street accident 
whilst he was on leave in Hastings. Although he was with 
the Squadron only a short while he was known throughout 
the Regiment as " Otto"; a very likeable person with an 
eminent personality and moustache to match. 

Well, all you D.M.s, keep your head under the bonnet; 
you know what you're doing! Don't touch anything that 
is going. 

No. 3 A.A. GROUP (H) SIG~AL SQUADRON 

July 
Since our last notes were submitted we have had quite 

a spate of work and pleasure to wade through. 
The visit of Their Majesties to Edinburgh on 26th June 

was marked by the provision of a party of men and girls 
to help line Edinburgh's famous Princes Street. 

We provided 15 men, very smart and well turned out, 
as the accompanying photograph shows, in charge of our 
O.C., Major D. L. Hyde. 

The girls did their little bit under the care of Junior
Commander Snowden, A.T.S., and showed that a little 
spit and polish assistance rendered the evening before was 
not wasted - nor did it go unnoticed. Interested Unit 
bystanders noted with pride the precision of the " Present 
and Slope " as Their Majesties passed. The girls were only 
armed with glamour, but definitely a credit to Signals. 

We were visited by the G.O.C.-in-Chief, A.A. Com
mand, on 17th June and, with the aid of the usual S. and P., 
but no dandelions, were able to impress him with a good 
turnout. Another feather in Signals' cap! 

Our numbers are being gradually reduced owing to the 
·omnipresent release programmes, and since our last notes 
were published we have lost Second-Lieutenant Ede, Lance
Corporal Mullings, Driver Fox, Signalmen McGowan and 
Shepherd. We wish them all the best and hope they are 
not feeling too lonely too soon. · 

This month we lose more stalwarts in Lance-Corporal 
Dix (whom we just couldn't persuade to sign on, though 
he was groggy), Signalmen Stoddart, Chapman and Chilton. 
Good luck, lads, and don't forget we are always "open" 
to old hands. 

Kina's Parade, 26th June. 1948 
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Despite the ummer reductions, sales go on and on and 
o ~oes the work, interspersed with occasional ~ight 

exeroses under the able supervision of our i/ Adminis
~tion, econd-Lieutenant Temple, assisted by Second
Lieutenant Bruce, who bas recently joined us from No. 150 
O.C.T.U. 

During the coming mont we hope to have more am
bitious exercises somewhere in the Highland . 

In port we have also left our mark and making up in 
enthu ia m what they lacked in experience newcomers to 
hockey have aided the Squadron team to draw 5-5 and 
win 4-:3 against No. 12 A.A. Brigade, R.A., and others 
have assisted No. 12 A.A. Brigade to trounce Scotco Signals 
4-1. . ' 

\'<l_e hope to get _in a few more games of hockey, and 
po ibly a few of cncket, before football claims its victims. 

. In No. 3 A.A. Group Sports, Signalman Cox kept the 
S1gnal.s name to the_ fore by finishing second in the javelin 
throwmg. Second-Lieutenant Hunter was second in the 440 
yards and we entered a team for the three-mile but, regret
tably, the other teams were better. 

The girls made a name for themselves in being selected 
for A.A. Command Sports at Aldershot. Privates Small
~>nes and Clarke, Corporal Briscoe and Sergeant Petts 
aided No. 3 A.A. Group to finish fourth in the final table. 

No. 5 A.A. GBOIJP (:H) SIGNAL REGIMENT 

July 
_During July the Regiment had a successful inspection by 

L1e.utenant-General Sir Ivor Thomas, our G.O.C.-in
Chief, who was accompanied by Major-General L. K. 
Loc;~art, and t_he C.S.O., No. 5 A.A. Group. We also had 
a VJSlt from ~ngadi:r R?gers, the new C.S.O., A.A. Com
mat:l:d. We wish Brigadier Gray the best of luck in the 
"shiny." 

The Regiment is in the throes of moving. The advance 
party has aJ:eady reached Burniston Barracks, Scarborough, 
and the main body follo~~ on 17th August. We hope that 
old comrades who may visit Scarborough will come up and 
see us. 

We leave Elvaston with regret. Our beautiful gardens are 
no more. RoY:al Si~als travellers who pass through 
Borrowash Statton will be able to take a proper pride in 
the L.M.S. garden at that station, whither our best plants 
h~ve gon.e. We leave behind in Elvaston some very good 
friends, mcluding the Vicar, the Rev. McDuff Cooper 
Mr. and Mrs. Batelle, of the Post Office, Farmers Shento~ 
and Turner, the very hospitable Mr. and Mrs. Edge, and 
our ?id opponents, Thulston United Football Club. 

Pnvate K. Crow~er, A.T.S., has won three medals during 
th~ . month. T~o m. No. 5 A.A. Group Swimming and 
Divmg Champ1o~~ps, and one for second place in the 
A.A. Cornn;iand D1vmg C~ampionships. Congratulations. 

The Regiment . has continued to play cricket when the 
weather has pernuned. Results were as follows: v. Elvaston, 
lost by one run; v. C.O.D., Derby, won by four runs. v 
R.A.F., Elvaston, won by 11 runs· v. N.A A F I b d li h · 
stopped play. ' · · · ., a g t 

Sergeant Drake is still our maestro and is consistent with 
bat and ball. R.Q.M.S. Pavey is head of the bowling 
averages. 

police witness was asked, " Is the · anything ? " accused mamed or 

Finally, I like to recall the dry comment of a J.A.G. 
O~cer who _heard an accused acquitted in the teeth of the 
c;;~d~nce, whi.ch so surprised the accused that he fainted and 

at onbservhis face. The J.A.G. Officer, as he collected his 
pape~, o . ed. to the President, "You appear to have 
surpnsed him, sir." 
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La1•gliter 

i11 Court 
by ex-J.A.G. Sfnff Officer 

· LAUGHTER in Court is as out of place in a Court Martial 
as in a Civil Court of Justice. It is, however, as inevitable. 

The power to. ~c:prive a human being of his liberty is an 
a~ful respons~b1lity and one which no responsible person 
will e.xerase without giving to the issues involved such serious 
and soleD?n consideration as is within his powers. Yet a little 
laughter m Court rarely operates to the disadvantage of the 
accused, fc?r a good-tempered Court will be a patient Court 
an_d a patient Court is often merciful. " A good dinner," 
~1d a famous Lord Chancellor, " lubricates business." A 
!ittle ~olerant amusement lubricates a trial, and humanity 
itself is the true test of sanity, common sense and under
standing. 

In my particular J .A.G. Office we kept a Scrap Book 
entit!e.d " Martial Lore " or ," Backward Christian Soldiers," 
wherem officers of the J.A.G. Staff and some Permanent 
~residents of. C'.ourts Martial were invited to record any 
mco:°gruous mcident which came their way. Amongst the 
entries I observe with interest how I gleefully recorded an 
extrac_t fron;i the Offi_c:er i/c A.T.S. to the Officer i/c J.A.G., 
thanking him for his lecture on Military Law. " All my 
officers,". ~he wrote, " have told me that they know rn0re 
about Military Law now than they did before you spoke to 
them." 

Of th~ charges recorded in our note book, the simplicity 
of chargmg an escort who lost his prisoner under Section 40 
as "losing by neglect " was the admiration of our depart
ment. 
T~e certifi~te at the foot of the summary of evidence 

pro".ided cons1~erab!e scope for the ingenuity of the officer 
detailed for this duty. I find one certificate records that it 
was " taken down in the presence and hearing of the 
de~eased." Another cer~ficate,_ relating to incorporating the 
;-:vr1~ten statement of a witness m the summary, certifies that 
L1e~tenant -- cannot be readily procured." The formal 

quesnons addressed to· the accused by the President before 
the trial were sometimes oddly treated. One accused was 
asked ".~f he ~d had sufficient opportunity for preparing his 
offence. I like, too, the accused who, when asked in the 
usua_l way, " Have you any objection to being tried by me as 
President, or by the officers whose names you have just heard 
read .over," replied with obvious sincerity, " I don't want to 
be tried at all." 

A:> a_ Territorial Army officer and a barrister, I relished 
~he mdignant expostulation of a defending officer who asked 
if h~ was a solicitor or barrister, said, " No, sir ! ' I am 
not!1iflg of the sort:> I am a professional soldier." Amongst 
various notes on evidence I find in the Note Book the frankly 
co~temptuous yet legally phrased statement of an Italian 
pnsc:iner of war camp guard. He described certain noises 
co~g from an Army lorry as " consistent with the noise 
Italians made when they are being hit." 
. T~e. ch<;>ice mor~ls come, as one might expect, from pleas 
m mitlg~uon. Said one soldier, " About three years ago, by 
some ~schance, tJ:ie lady whom I was to have married, by 
some mishap marned a third person." 

A defending officer, after referring to the death of the 
a~cus~d's mother and that his wife was pregnant, capped 
his historr of_ °!isfortune saying, "The death a few weeks 
later of his wif~ s mother did nothing to lighten the load." 
Another defc:nding officer made his plea seem a little broad 
when he ~1d, " T~e a~cused's wife is shortly expecting 
another child. She ts domg war work." Delicacy in cross
examination leads sometimes to embarrassment, as when a 

(continued at foot of previous column) 
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General view of the Central Control Room in the Broadcasting Centre at the Palace of Arts, Wembley. Line termin•tion and switchine b•ys on left •nd view 
of some af the 32 control posit ions 

\VOBLD-\VIDE BROADCASTING OF THE 

Olympic Garnes 
by Captain C. lU. JENKINS, Royal Signals 

I N the presence of an audience of over 80,000 people, 
which included H.M. The Queen and several other 

members of the Royal Family, H.M. The King declared the 
XIV Olympiad open in brilliant sunshine on 29th July, 
1948, in London. But news and commentaries were broad
cast to millions in 60 different languages to almost every 
country in the world. People living near London were able 
to watch the track, swimming and a few other events with 
their television sets. Nothing was spared by the B.B.C. and 
the Post Office, with full Government approval, to give to 
the world the best broadcast facilities that our technical 
skill could provide. The main items of equipment, designed 
and manufactured by the B.B.C., cannot be priced-but 
it has won the admiration of many overseas radio engineers. 
To the ordinary listener, in any part of the world, news 
of sport came as a refreshing and stimulating change to 
the flow of international political news. 

S. J . de Lotbiniere, Director of Outside Broadcasting at 
the B.B.C., was the man responsible for the general planning 
and organisation. The Post Office, as normally, provided and 
maintained all land lines within the U.K., and foreign 
commentators without their own broadcast facilities were 
able to use Post Office equipment, upon repayment-though 
land-line circuits were given free within the U.K. 

The B.B.C. employs 50 transmitters to transmit the Home, 
Light and Third Programme. For the Home and Light 
Programme six have a power of 100 kilowatts and seven of 
more than 50 kilowatts. The remainder are of low power 
in areas of dense population. For the Overseas and Euro
pean transmissions there are 31 short-wave transmitters 
installed in three transmitting stations. Fifteen are capable 
of 100 kilowatts output and seven others are each capable 
of 100 kilowatts when single channel operation is used, or 
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(who recently visited the Wembley Stadium) 

50 kilowatt in double-channel operation. For the European 
Service a transmitter capable of 800 kilowatts is available 
for use on the medium or long wave band. 

Single 17-kilowatt vision transmitter and single 3-kilowatt 
sound transmitter provide the only Television Service for 
London and some parts of the South of England. Fre
quencies for all transmissions, for those who are interested, 
can be found in the current issue of the RADIO TIMES or 
LoNDON CALLING, official publications of the B.B.C. 

The nerve centre, the Central Control Room, for the 
broadcasting of the Olympic Games was at the Palace of 
Arts, Wembley. In all there were 36 positions for the direct 
supervisi6n of " live" or " recorded" broadcasts from the 
Stadium, Pool, or Fencing Arena. Other microphone 
positions were: 

Wembley Stadium: 15 commentators boxes; 17 open 
micophones for effects and other requirements. 

Empire Pool: 16 positions for commentaries and effects. 
Marathon, Wembley Park, four positions; Harringay, 

four; Herne Hill, six; Henley, six; Windsor Great Park, 
six; Empress Hall, Earls Court, four; London Footb3ll 
Grounds, 21; London Hockey Grounds, six. 

The B.B.C. normally prefer to give direct broadcasts 
from the scene where the event is taking place. But thi · 
is not always possible and often the best results, from the 
listener's point of view, are not obtained. Therefore, man 
of the commentaries were recorded on the spot at the actual 
Broadcasting Centre in the Palace of Arts, Wembley, and 
transmined on world-wide short wave bands at the first 
suitable opportunity. 

In addition to recording acilities, eight studios wer.! 
available fitted out on the same scale as at the B.B.C.'s own 
Broadcasting Hous-.. There was also one television studio. 
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Diagram of Palace of Arts, Wembley, taken over by the BBC for the period of the Olympic Games as " nerve-centre " of world broadcastine arraneements 

All recordings wece made on 12-inch discs using four 
Presto Static four Presto Transportable and 12 B.B.C. 
Type C equi~ments. As most people know, their reproduc
tion in speech quality is remarkably good, and from the 
programme producer's standpoint very simple to handle-
physically and editorially. Wire recorders are not us~d ~Y 
the B.B.C. except in an emergency, as the reproducnon is 
inferior. 

A word of praise about the B.B.C.'s own staff of com
mentators, programme planners and public relations per-

Bertrand St,ewart Essay 
Captain Bertrand Stewart, an officer of the Cavalry 

Division, who was killed in the Battle of the Aisne in 1914, 
left a sum of money for the purpose of starting an essay 
competition to " increase the efficiency of the British Army 
as a fighting force." 

Captain Stewart was not a regular soldier, but had seen 
active service in the South African War. In 1911 he was 
imprisoned by the Germans on a trumped-up charge of 
espionage and, on his release two years later, was able to 
furnish Ministers of the British Government with vital 
evidence about the Germans' preparations for war. He also 
learned a great deal about German military methods and 
was the author of the Active Service Pocket Book, which 
proved invaluable to many officers training Kitchener's Army 
and was the ancestor of the modern Field Service Pocket 
Book. 

So much for the man-now for his bequest. Captain 
Stewart had a great love for the Army, which was based on 
the interests and needs of the serving soldier. His bequest 
enables not only Army men of all ranks, but men of all 
Services to make their views known to the Army as a whole. 

The subject which has been set for the Prize Essay for 
1949 is the following: • 

"In the past our Service leaders have been trained from 
an early age to develop a robust mentality. They have been 
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sonnel who worked long hours with the technicians. Their 
work was indispensable, and they set a high standard for 
the Finnish broadcasting team who will take up the 
"Broadcasting Torch" in 1952. 

The accompanying plan of the B.B.C. Broadcasting 
Centre at the Palace of Art is of interest. Every amenity 
was provided for the visiting journalist or commen?1.tor, 
including a first-rate cafe service, large room for wnnng, 
with each table fitted with " listening" sets, and an Olympic 
Games Information Bureau all in the same building. 

encouraged to ' live dangerously,' both on and off duty. 
The object was to teach them to gr;iSp rapidly the essen
tials of a problem, and thus to make quick decisions. 
Imperial policing and the more dangerous sports assisted 
in this. How should this training be obtained under present
day conditions?" 

The competition is open to all who are serving, or have 
served in the Forces of the British Commonwealth or 
Empire. 

Entries must not exceed 10,000 words in length, and must 
be typewritten and submitted in quadruplicate to the Editor 
of the ARMY QUARTERLY, Little New Street, London, E.C.4, 
by 24th June, 1949. 

The authorship of the essays must be strictly anonymous. 
Each competitor must adopt a motto and enclose with his 
essay a sealed envelope with his motto typewritten on the 
outside and his name and address inside. 

The title and page of any published or unpublished work, 
to which reference is made in any essay or from which 
extracts are taken, must be quoted. 

Judges are appointed from the three Services and their 
decision will be final. They will announce the result of the 
competition in October, 1949, and the winning essay will 
be published in the ARMY QUARTERLY. 

The prize for 1949 will be £80 and the judges are em
powered to distribute it or withhold it altogether, according 
to the standard of the entries submitted. 
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THE TEAM THAT WON THE 
SOUTH OXFORDSHIRE LEAGUE, 

19i8 

One might have been your son 
Over 65 % of the boys and girls in The Royal Alexandra and Albert School served 

in H.M. Forces. One of these youngsters might have been your child. Help us to 

- clothe, feed and educate them so they may take their rightful place in the world. 

Write to the Secretary for particulars of how you can help 

or send a contribution NOW. 

ROYAL ALEXANDRA and ALBERT SCHOOL 
34b LUDGATE HILL, LONDON, E.C.4 

Chairman : JAMES V. RANK, Esq. Secretary : E. A . CORNER, A .C.l.S 
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Representative 

Colonel ~om1na11dant 

Royal Sig11als 

Visits B.A.O.B. 

GENERAL SIR H. COL VILLE B. WEMYSS, K.C.B .. 
K.B.E., n .s.o., M.C., visited Royal Signals in B.A.0.R. 

during July and, although he stayed only a few days, he 
completed a very full programme and met numerous officers, 
men ~nd their wives stationed here in Germany. 

On arrival at The Hook, the General met Captain 
Prendergast, of The Hook Signal Troop, and had break
fast at his house-one of the few British prefabs to be 
erected in Holland. The normal leave train took him to 
Bad Oeynhausen, where he was met by the C.S.0., 
Brigadier A. E. Morrison, o .B.E. 

On Saturday morning the General was off to a flying 
start inspecting the Rhine Aimy Signal Office and the 
Telephone Exchange. In the Telephone Exchange he saw 
the sad sight of German girls training to take over from 
our A.T.S. switchboard operators. As can be imagined, most 
of the H.Q. Staff do not welcome the change; we have 
b..."COme so used to their cheerful manner in putting over, 
" Sorry, all my lines are engaged," "I'm sorry, your exten
sion is not entitled to priority one calls," or "I'll call you 
back "-and they generally do. But needs must, and they 
have to be replaced. 

A visit to the A.T.S. Training School and then on to 
Herford and H.Q., B.A.O.R., Signal Regiment. The D .R. 
sergeants combined with the Military Police to make an 
imposing escort, which suitably impressed the local German 
populace, with flags and wailing siren. An extremely smart 
Guard of Honour turned out for the General's inspection. 
T~en ~ chat _with the Warrant Offi.cers, Sergeants and many 
wives m their Mess. From the Sergeants' to the Officers' 
Mess was but a short walk, and here were introduced the 

General Wemyss with O.C., H.Q. B.A.O.R. Sienal Reeiment in the Siena l 
Office, Headquarters, British Army of the Rhine 
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Officers and wives of the Regiment . .An early lunch and 
away. 

At Celle in the afternoon, the Troops and Squadrons of 
Hanover and Hamburg Districts had combined for a social. 
All ranks and families were invited and it was quite a 
cheery company that foregathered at the Riverside Club 
for tea. General \'V'emyss managed to get round to each 
table and have a few words with everyone. A pleasant after
noon, the weather was kind, and there was ample oppor
tunity of renewing old acquaintances. A certain amount of 
" gripping" took place, as you can well imagine. T he only 
disappointed man was the D.R. with the beautifully polished 
motor-cycle who was to have escorted the General to the 
club, but was unfortunately prevented, as the M ilitary Police 
took his place. To him we must say hard luck, but hope 
that he enjoyed the excellent tea. Bidding adieu to Celle 
the party returned to Bad Oeynhausen for the evening. A 
small cocktail party at the 21 Club, to meet the Officers and 
their wives of S.X. Branch, was next. T he Chief and the 
M .G.A., with their wives, honoured us by at tending. 

T he Mercury Theatre supplied the entertainment for the 
evening, and the cast of the show, " D uet for Two Hands," 
were to be congratulated for their really polished perform-

General Wemyss with Subaltern Carlyle, A.T.S ., switchboard officer at 
Headquarters, British Army of the Rhine 

ance. A comfortable little theatre with a friendly atmosphere. 
it is soon to put on its centenary show-but of that, mor~ 
anon! 

. Coffee w.ith the wives and families of No. 3 Air Suppo'rt 
Signal Umt was a good start for S.unday morning, after 
which followed a visit to Air H .Q., B.A.F.O., where he 
was met by the C.A.F.S.O., Colonel R. W. Morgan, and 
shown over the Signal installations. A short tour of the 
H.Q. and then on to No. 11 Air Formation Signal Regi
ment, where the General looked around one or two of the 
barrack blocks and was introduced to a number of men 
froz:i .outlying troops and detachments. Being a warm day, 
a v1s1t to the Sergeants' M ess was a welcome break for 
lunch, with the officers of the Regiment. It was fortunate 
that the General 's son, who is in the Rifle Brigade had 
been transferred to Minden the day before, and wa; able 
to come over and have a short while with his father at 
Biickeburg. 

After lunch we once more entered the cars and started 
th~ .l~ng tr~p down t~e autobahn to No. 2 British Infantry 
D1v1s1on Signal Regiment, stopping at the Windmill for 
tea. The Windmill, a Y.M.C.A. canteen, is well known 
~hro17~hou~ B.A.O.R. fc~r the quality of its doughnuts, and 
its v1s1tors book contains the names of many celebrities'
from actresses to the Minister for War-all of who'm. have 
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General W em yss with th~ .c S.O. in the S.D.S. office at Head qu arters, 
British Army of t he Rhine 

t ried the doughnuts and pronounced them good value. 
Monday saw the party inspecting the regimental area 

~t Hilden, visiting _the library and hobbies room and open 
mg a new floor m the barracks, which the R.E .s have 
finished converting into two- and three-man rooms. In the 
hobbies s~tion we met the Education Corps Sergeant, who 
has orgarnsed a very active model aircraft club; the club 
has ~ecently been in the news when the magazine, Soldier, 
published an article on their activities. 

The barracks are in ideal surroundings, each block being 
separated by lawns and flower beds, and the whole sur
rounded by young fir woods. The Regimental garden 
produces most of the fresh vegetables and came high in 
the recent B.A.0.R. Gardens Competition. 

An afternoon tourin~ and meeting some of the troops on 

British 
Ar Illy ., 

of the Rhine 
2nd l~FANTRY DIVISIONAL SIGNAL REGIMENT 

llilden 
July 

With alarming rapidity we have passed from day after 
day of continual rain to day after day of glorious sunshine, 

· and it certainly has developed into a definite heat wave, the 
temperature at times having reached 90 degrees. Conse
quently, the swimming pool bas now come into high favour 
and every advantage is being taken of it. 

This month the Regiment received its first draft of 
National Service men consisting of three radio mechanics 
and 28 drivers i/ c. Of the 28, three were posted forthwith 
to the Gunner Troops, nine to Brigade Troops, and the 
remainder to undergo a Training Course at H.Q. Training 
has already commenced and a comprehensive syllabus drawn 
up for a period of nine months, when by this time it is 
hoped that the trainees will · be fit, ready to pass out as 
fully fledged Drivers i/c. Sergeant Yates, the Regimental 
Drill Instructor, is in charge of the squad for the drill and 
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detachment. At No. 19 Field Regiment, R.A., we were met 
by a well turned out Guard of Honour, with trumpeter to 
sound the General Salute. After meeting the troop and 
chatting to several of the men, General Wemyss looked 
over some of the accommodation allotted to the troop by 
the Gunners, and here again little was found wanting. 
Although the surrounding town had been b:idly damaged 
the barracks were well repaired, with lawns and flower 
beds replacing the heavy statues and stone decorations of 
the German troops. 

A visit to one of the Brigade Troops proved amusing, 
although somewhat discomforting to the troop officer. The 
General and his party were making the rounds in the usual 
fashion, chatting to the men of the Unit and seeing the 
various sides of the Unit activities, when suddenly, for 
reasons unknown, the party was ushered into a portion of 
the barracks which was certainly not included in the tour 
programme. With an agonised look on his face, and almost 
choked by the dust, the troop officer did some quick think
ing and we were whisked away into realms more suited to 
the eye of an inspecting General. One hears of such instances 
but rarely has the opportunity of being present on such an 
occasion. An amused smile on the face of the Colonel Com
mandant, who obviously realised the momentary difficulties, 
and the day was saved. One shudders to think of the fate 
of the troop sergeant the following day. 

Tuesday, and the last day of the tour, was spent at the 
barracks jn Hilden, when the General saw some of the 
recent recruits from England; he was impressed by the 
smartness of their drill and _the interest they were taking 
in their driver training. 

A quick trip through the Ruhr towns to Krefeld, where 
the General caught the Medloc train to The Hook. The 
Representative Colonel Commandant's tour was at an end 
-his stay with us in B.A.O.R. was a short one, but we 
hope a pleasant one. We are very grateful to him for sparing 
us a few days, knowing what a busy man he is. 

E.J.B. 

discipline side of the course, the M .T. side of the course 
being in the hands of Corporals Hurman and Barnes, Lance
Corporal Jefferey and Driver Mackay. These young men 
have settled down to their training very well and are proving 
to be exceptionally keen and greatly interested in every
thing they are taught, which is a great help to the in
structors. 

Visit of Colonel Commandant. On Monday, 26th July, 
we were visited by General Sir H . Colville B. Wemyss, 
K.C.B., K.B.E., n. s.o., M.C., Representative Colonel Com
mandant, Royal Signals. He was accompanied by Brigadier 
A. E. Morrison, O.B.E., Chief Signal Officer, Rhine Army. 

The General, who remained with the Regiment for two 
days, visited the Barrack Block, Cookhouse, Men's Dining 
Room, Jimmy's Club, garages, workshops and the Hobbies' 
Room at H.Q. Hilden, and expressed appreciation of every
thing he saw. 

He also visited " E " and " J " Troops. The General 
inspected the Trainee Squad of National Service men during 
their drill perio:i, and spoke to each man in turn. 

The P.R.I. has organised trips to Baldeney ee and Mohne 
See over the August Bank Holiday, which should prove 
very popular. Baldeney See, which is about an hour's run 
from Hilden, i a small rest centre which includes an O.R.s' 
Clubhouse, built near the lake and caters for ~wimrning 
and boating. Mohne See is a larger type of rest centre and 
has the same facilities for swimming and boating. A very 
enjoyable time can be had at both Centres, the only charge 
for short leave th:tt h:is to he paid is the train fare. 

During August the P.R.I. has organised a series of two
d:iy trips on the Rhine. These trips are certainly a very 
goo:i form of entertainment, pleasure, and of great interest. 
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On Saturday 22nd July, the Divisional Motor Cycle 
Reliability Trials were held. The course, which commenced 
and ended at the Hockey Ground in Hilden, was 31 miles 
long and consi ted of initial inspection, flexibility trial, then 
on to the course proper, which included ten observed 
sections, and back to the final inspection on the hockey 
ground. H.Q. entered two teams, one from "D " Troop 
and one from L.A.D. R.E.M.E. attached to the Regiment. 

The team event was won by the 1st Battalion Royal Scots 
Fusiliers, with " D " Troop team, consisting of Sergeant 
Worboys and Lance-Corporals Hill and Brown, gaining 
second place. 

The individual winner was Lance-Corporal Hill, "D " 
Troop, who only Jost a total of 21 points. Congratulations 
to Lance-Corporal Hill on this success and the members 
of the team who gained second place. 

This month the Divisional Flower, Fruit and Vegetable 
Show was held at Dortmund, the Regiment entering exhibits 
in various classes, being successful in three of · the classes 
gaining a first, second and third award. 

The Unit Horticultural Officer, Captain A. Juniper, must 
b:: feeling proud of the successes gained, and congratulations 
to the gardeners who have put in so much hard work which 
gained these awards. 

Arrivals and Departures. The Regiment extend a happy 
welcome to Major Paris, who has taken over O.C. No. 1 

quadron, Captain E. Smith, D.C.M., who was, for a short 
time in the Administration Office but who has now taken 
over No. · 5 Brigade Signal Troop, Captain P. Macdonald, 
who bas now taken over from Captain E. Smith, o .c.M., 
in the Administration Office, and Second-Lieutenant Insley, 
R.A.E.C., the Regimental Education Officer, and to all new 
arrivals who have joined the Regiment this month. 

We said " Good-bye" this month to Major and Mrs. F. 
Wainwright, who have moved to H.Q. B.A.O.R., C.S.O. 
Branch, Captain J. Pascoe, Australian Signals, who has 
been attached to the Regiment for the last year and is 
now on bis way back to Australia, Second-Lieutenants Tripp 
and Portch, who proceeded on release, and to all those who 
have left the Regiment this month either on release or post
ing, here's wishing you all the very best of good luck where
ever you ~y be. 

Strength Increase. Congratulations to Captain and Mrs. 
K. J. A. Adlam on the birth of a son and heir (Salisbury 
papers please copy). 

Seraeant Daniels 
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R.S.M. Griffin 

Warrant Officers' and Sergeants' Mess. On Tuesday, 8th 
June, we were honoured by a visit from Brigadier W. H. G. 
Rogers, C.B.E., Chief Signal Officer, Rhine Army, who, 
accompanied by. the Commanding Officer, Lieutenant
Colonel A. B. McVittie, o.B.E., said farewell to us in the 
good old style over a "pint of the best." This was a fitting 
climax to the Medal Presentation Parade on which eight 
Warrant Officers and Senior N.C.O.s were presented with 
their respective decorations. 

Sergeant Danny Jones shook us all by taking the plunge 
into the turmoil of matrimony. Well done, Danny, and the 
very best of luck to Mrs. Jones and self. May all your 
troubles be little ones. 

This month saw the departure of Sergeants Nock and 
McGuinness, who received their marching orders to U.K. 
Some people have all the luck. We hope that they will find 
a comfortable billet in their new Unit. Good luck, chaps. 

We are planning a grand opening night for a " house 
warmer " in our new Mess, and once again we are keeping 
our fingers crossed in the hope that the Garrison Engineer, 
Hilden, will have the Mess ready in the very near future. 

It is hoped to submit for our monthly WIRE Notes a 
short column of Mess personalities with photographs, and 
we are hoping that a few old friends will take note and 
make a similar effort in order that old acquaintances can 
be renewed. 

Mess Personalities, July, 1948. (1) Regimental Sergeant
Major H. Griffin being presented with the India Medal . 
and Clasp by Brigadier W. H. G. Rogers, c.B.E., C.S.0. 
Rhine Army. (2) Sergeant Daniels being presented to H.R.H. 
The Princess Royal on the occasion of the visit of H.R.H. 
to the Regiment while on Exercises in May. 

Swimming. On Friday, 1st June, in brilliant sunshine and 
ideal weather for such an event, the Regimental Inter-Troop 
Swimming Meeting was held in No. 2 Division Swimming 
Pool, Hilden. 

Heats were swum off during the morning and the finals 
took place throughout the afternoon, the meeting running 
well. to time thanks to the good work put in by all the 
officials and competitors. Competition was very keen 
throughout and the supporting of the various Troops gave 
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full encouragement to their representatives. The meeting 
came to an end with "J" Troop, H.Q. 4th Infantry 
Brigade, as the winners of the Inter-Troop Shield, followed 
by "0" Troop and H.Q. Troop in second and third place 
respectively. 

At the conclusion of the meeting, Mrs. McVittie, wife of 
the Commanding Officer, Lieutenant-Colonel A. B. Mc
Vittie, o.B.E., kindly presented the Inter-Troop Shield to the 
winners and medals to the individuals and runners-up in 
each event. 

The 4th Infantry Brigade Swimming Meeting was held 
at the Dusseldorf Swimming Pool during June, for which 
the Regiment entered. The Regimental team did very well, 
gaining second place, the winners of the Brigade Shield 
being the 1st Battalion The Wiltshire Regiment. 

On 6th July the Divisional Swimming Championships 
were held in the Dusseldorf Swimming Pool. Once again the 
Regimental team did very well, gaining third place. 

In both the Brigade and Divisional Swimming Meetings 
the team acquitted itself very well and were awarded for 
their fine efforts by being presented with medals for both 
winners and runners-up in the events in which they were 
successful. 

Congratulations to the team for their fine efforts, and 
the team spirit which was high at all times during the 
competitions. 

Cricket. Since the last notes on the summer game were 
published, the Regiment has played three more games, the 
results being as follows : 

In the second round, Divisional Knock-Out Competition 
(this being the most important game played this month) we 
met and defeated No. 10 Anti-Tank Regiment, Royal 
Artillery, the score being: No. 10 Anti-Tank Regiment, 
R.A., 80; 2nd Divisional Signal Regiment, 81 for 4. Signals 
thus won by six wickets-a very good performance. Top 
scorers for the Regiment were Lance-Corporal Maloney 
55 not out, Squadron Sergeant-Major Vaughan 13. Bowling 
for the Regiment : Sergeant Tiffin, 4 for 26; Driver Hill, 
4 for 0. Driver Hill,, who recently joined the Regiment, 
bowled very well indeed and, with the right training, should 
make his mark in good class cricket later on. He is a natural 
left arm slow bowler· with a very fine action. 

The other fixtures were versus: 1st Battalion York and 
Lancaster Regiment. Scores: 1st. Y. and L. Regiment, 140; 
Signals, 89. Top scorers for the Regiment were Corporal 
Hopper, 26; Squadron Sergeant-Major Vaughan, 20. 
Versus 19th Field Regiment, R.A. Scores: 19th F.R., R.A., 
138; Signals, 89. Top scorer for the Regiment was Signal
man Hurst, 38. Bowling for the Regiment, Lance-Corporal 
Maloney, 4 for 11. 

Unfortunately, the bad spell of weather we have had has 
curtailed the fixtures, but now the fine weather has appeared 
we are hoping to play a few more games before the soccer 
season commences. 

Congratulations to the following for being chosen to 
play for Signals B.A.O.R. cricket team: Major F. Wain
wright, Squadron Sergeant-Major Vaughan, Sergeant Tiffin; 
also to Squadron Sergeant-Major Vaughan, Sergeant Tiffin 
and Lance-Corporal Maloney on being chosen to play for 
the Divisional team. 

No. 16 PARACHUTE DRl.,ADE 

SIGNAL SqUADRON 

June 
It would be as well to begin this our first contribution 

with a brief history of the Squadron's doings since it left 
Palestine. ~ 

Captain -Ii. H. Carter became O.C. of the Unit when 
the advance party reached Perham Down in February, 1947. 
and oon after the arrival of the main party the Troop was 
redesignated as a Squadron. When at the end of May Cap-
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tain Carter proceeded on release, Major G. Proudrnan 
arrived home from Palestine, to take over with Lieutenant 
B. R. Crook as Second-in-Command and Sergeant Creed, 
Sergeant Woolgar, Corporal Madley and Corporal B. 
Morgan as the foundation of the Unit. 

From then until Scptemb-.or the whole Squadron had a 
very busy time training for the full scale airborne exercise, 
" Longstop," which took place on the Plain before Field 
Marshal Lord Montgomery and a large number of dis
tinguished visitors. Throughout the exercise communi
c1tions, in the hands of the Squadron, were well maintained. 

During a Signal exercise, " Wilco I," one of the two 
aircraft allotted to the Squadron developed a fault. The port 
engine cut out at about 200 feet and, in order to gain 
altitude to make a safe landing, the pilot gave the order to 
jettison all equipment. This consisted of two kitbag loads 
containing several wireless stations and some line instru
ments. A good night was bad by all in trying to recover 
power packs, batteries, sets and telephones which had been 
distributed over the length and breadth of Salisbury Plain. 
-With the winter training programme under way we said 

" Good-bye" to Lieutenant Crook, who went on release, 
and welcomed in his place as Second-in-Command Captain 
K. E. P. Andrews. 

In February the move to Schleswig-Holstein took place 
and, although on arrival in Germany the Squadron was 
well below strength, some new reinforcements soon arrived. 
We were also immediately joined by a static increment to 
take over most of our static commitments and became 
what is now known as the Schleswig Signal Troop. With 
them we welcomed Captain A. H. J. Dent and Second
Lieutenant Charlton, both formerly of No. 32 Independent 
L. of C. Signal Squadron. The two elements-airborne 
and static-soon settled down and communication in t."ie 
area ran smoothly. 

A programme of intensive individual training of both a 
technical and general military nature began in April Route 
marching figures in the curriculum with astonishing and 
sometimes painful regularity, and we are now in the throes 
of synthetic training in readiness for drops over the D.Z. 
at Rendsburg. 

Visit of H.R.H. The Princess Royal to H.Q., Hamburg 
District. In May our Colonel-in-Chief The Princess Royal 
spent several days touring Signal Units in the B.A.0.R., 
and on the occasion of her visit to H.Q. Hamburg District 
the Squadron had the honour to provide the Guard of 
Honour.· This was commanded by the O.C., Major G. 
Proudman, and presented a most creditable appearance 
which appeared to impress Her Royal Highness and the 
many spectators most favourably. 

Sport. In the sports world we have had less time and 
opportunity than we should like, but we have shown the 
rest of the Brigade H.Q. that we can play football with 
the best. We have been fortunate in having Lance-Corporal 
Wright (one time Rhine Army goalkeeper) and such other 
good players as Driver Taylor and Lance-Corporal 
Haughton. 

We have several keen hockey players and, though we 
say it ourselves, are more often than not the backbone of 
the Brigade H.Q. team. Captain Andrews and Sergeant 
Creed perform as backs, Corporal Gray as a dashing centre
forward, Lance-Corporal Ross as left wing, and Signalman 
Moxon as right-half; the latter's enthusiasm knows no 
bounds, with the result that the referee's whistle is in 
constant use. Sailing, swimming and athletics also feature 
in our activities but, due mainly to lack of time, we have 
not been able to take part in any competitive activities 
e.xcept athletics, and in that only as part of the Brigade 
H.Q. team. We have a few outstanding performers in the 
athletics field, notably Lance-Corporal Foord, who is a 
miler, and Corporal Carr, who complains that 1,500 metres 
is not a long enough distance for him. Signalman Cements 



i:. a pronusmg high jumper and should with tuition and 
training become quite a star. 

The D .R.s and aspiring trials riders provided the local 
population with a goo:! deal of amusement during their 
training for the Hamburg District Trials. The trials took 
place on 29th May at Geestacht, near Hamburg. During 
and before the trials the weather had done its worst and 
the course was a real test of riding ability. Two of the 
hazards were insurmountable and several of the others 
defeated the efforts of all but a very competent few. Lance
Corporal Boothroyd did exceptionally well and his position 
of fourth as an individual btlies his abilities. The team was 
placed fourth in 24 teams from the whole of Hamburg 
District. The winners were the 10th Hussars and No. 9 
Airborne Anti-Tank Battery first equal, with another Anti
Tank Battery team third. 

Lieutenant-Colonel D. A. Pringle, C.R. Signals, 6th 
Airborne Division, visited the Unit from 22nd to 24th 
May. No doubt we shall see some of the Regiment here . 
shortly as this Squadron is to be reorganised within the 
new Independent Parachute Brigade. 

B E R LIN SIGNAL SQUADRON 
July 

Since our last notes appeared in THE WIRE many changes 
have taken place within the Squadron. Many old faces have 
left us for Civvy Street- far too many, in fact, to mention 
each one individually, but if you've given Mr. Editor your 
home address and you are receiving a monthly copy of your 
Corps Magazine, here's wishing all ex-Berliners the very 
best of luck. New arrivals have been few, and we extend to 
them a warm hand and sincerely hope that their stay with 
us will be a pleasant one. 

The weather, too, bas decided on a change, and the 
beat has been terrific. Nevertheless, the change was a wel
come one, particularly to the swimmers and the athletic 
typeS. The Berlin Olympic Stadium has certainly been 
working to its full capacity. 

Our Unit Garden is now beginning to produce the fruits 
of some very hard work. We were rather late in procuring 
a plot of land and not until the last week in April were we 
able to make progress. In consequence, we have bad to 
forget about broad beans, shallots, onions and t he early 
crop of potatoes, but we have done pretty well with runner 
and French beans. The main crop of potatoes looks good 
and the brassica family should be paying good dividends 
in the near future. 

Our tomato crop is one that we are extremely proud of, 
and already the cookhouse has produced some excellent 
meals of fresh garden produce which, in Berlin nowadays, 
is an absolute luxury. 

In our next issue we hope to give you a few snaps of 
the garden and vegetables that we have produced. 

These past two weeks have found our O.C. and many 
of the technical types busily involved in building an R/T 
School for the purpose of training certain officers of B.T.B. 
on both procedure and the practical side of radio telephony. 

The School opened on 9th August with a class of 12 
students from the various Units in Berlin. On 10th August 
we were visited by the Deputy Commander, B.T.B., whilst 
the students were under instruction, and he was very 
pleased indeed with all be saw. 

Sport. Our Cricket Team bas met with varying success 
during the past month, and their record for that period 
reads as follows: Played 6, won 4, lost 2, drawn O. 

Rumours-No. 1. T hat " Paddy " Daly and " Curly " 
Brewer are attending the Swimming Bath at the ungodly 
hour of 5.30 a.m. daily. I s it because the water is tepid at 
that time, or is the attraction something much warmer? 

Rumour N o. 2. That a certain member of t he Warrant 
Officers' and Sergeants' M ess is regularly attending a fortune 

teller. What does the future hold, Jimmy? Personally, I 
never have believed in " The Gypsy." 

In last month's issue we recorded the marriage of Corporal 
"Maggie" O'Brien, A.T.S. "Maggie" has since been for
tunate enough to procure some well earned leave in the 
U.K. At the time of this script going to press she will be 
spending some happy moments in the Scottish Highlands, 
together with her husb:md. How the Squadron envy you
we can't even have a long week-end. Her vacant desk in 
the office is now occupied by Corporal Jorn Oddy. We hope 
your stay will be a happy one, Joan. 

More next month. 
ROCKY 

No. 30 INDEPENDENT L. OF C. 

SIGNAL SQUADRON 
July 

"I wandered lonely as a cloud "-Wordsworth. 
A small lone white cloud, wafted by a leisurely breeze, 

drifts slowly into the soft haze of a summer's afternoon. 
So, No. 30 Independent L. of C. Signal Squadron (the last 
L. of C. Signal Squadron in B.A.O.R.) will shortly be tagged 
with that inanimate word " Disbmded," and pass into the 
annals of the past. To those of us who saw its birth in 
November, 1946, and who felt its youthful tremors as it 
blossomed into maturity from the sub-Units of No. 1 Corps 
District Signal Regiment, the parting of the ways will be 
heartfelt. We hope in next month's notes (our last) to step 
b1ck into the past, and remind ourselves, and our readers, 
of the " what has beens." 

We extend our congratulations and best wishes to 
S .Q .M.S. and Mrs. Page, who were visited by a rara avis 
on 20th June. It's a boy! 

We welcome the appearance at Squadron H.Q. of our new 
Orderly Room Sergeant Russell. As be is gifted with 
" doubtless " powers of organisation, the Orderly Room Staff 
expect to see the paper flying shortly (in the correct direc
tion, of course), and so the pending trays " too hot to 
handle" have been "handled" (or man-handled, as the case 
may be). A fitting tribute to one so thoroughly imbued 
with the right " spirit." 

Sport. Our cricket team have been doing very well 
recently, winning five matches before fa lling to No. 25 
British Military Hospital on 11th August in an " away" · 
match. Although a defeat, it was not without its exciting 
moments. After being five wickets down for only twice 
as many runs, S.S.M. Maskery and Private "Sailor to you" 
Jack Mitchell (A.C.C. attached) knocked up 57 runs. A 
surprising stand considering the " couldn't care less " atti
tude of " Sailor" whilst at the wicket. Every time the ball 
came pitching towards him, he " had a bash." A lucky, 
humorous, but nevertheless inspiring innings. 

All out for 69, we presented no difficulties to our 
R.A.M.C. opponents, who won with the appreciable margin 
of six wickets. 

Our cricket stalwarts now yearn for that return engage
ment. 

Leave Centres. The men are making full use of the Con
tinental Leave Centres, the mountain lore of the Harz 
drawing many an admiring visitor. 

However, there must be some other attraction of a more 
secretive nature in "them thar hills " for, when one of the 
returning vagabonds was asked to voice his appreciation, a 
large uncalled for but " meaning " grin spread over his face 
and he would not commit himself. Was it the air the 
swimming, horse riding, dancing, climbing, or the unf~ding 
pi~e o~ an A.T.S. which loome~ up in his unconfiding 
nund? His thoughts were left unsaid for others to investi
gate in t heir sojourns in Bad H arzburg. 

• 
· D ORT M UND. Our contribution to THE WIRE this 
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month is in the nature of Auf Wiedersehen, as we shall 
shortly be taking our leave of Dortmund to sally forth to 
pastures new, though in a somewhat scattered manner. 
This is one occasion when there will be genuine regrets in 
having to leave a station which has afforded so much in 
the way of amenities and ideal Signal Office " set up." 

We regret that Sergeant Newsham is still confined to bed 
in No. 6 British General Hospital, where he is recovering 
from pneumonia and does not expect to be released for 
about another three weeks. His many friends will be pleased 
to see him once more back in harness. 

And so, for the present, cheerio and best wishes to you 
all from Munster and Dortmund. 

7th INDEPENDENT ARMOURED BRIGADE 

SIGNAL SQUADRON 

Westphalia 

We promised last month that we should have something 
to say about a Sports Day which we were to hold. It was, 
more correctly, a "potted" sports day, and it went down 
very well. 

The day commenced at 1400 hours with the beats of 

Major and Mrs. T. P. Saunders in conversation with 
Swaimon near the contro l vehicle 

the track events, ·in which Lance-Corporal " Tich " Dew
hurst made some of the best times. He won the 100 yards, 
with Signalman Liddle a close s_econd. Liddle won t~e 22~~ 
while the 440 was taken by Signalman Ward, of W2 
Troop, in 65 seconds. . 

Lance-Corporal Sedgley surprised everyone by turrung 
out to be a jumper (no reference to lines equipment, although 
he is a lineman) by winning the high jump and the 110 
yards hurdles. 

"V" Troop from Minden took the prize for the 4 x 110 
yards relay in 53.5; in fact, "V" Troop did very well. 
Liddle is a member of that Troop, as is Lance-Corporal 
Larcombe (long jump, 18 feet 1 inch) and Signalman 
Snead who just succeeded in beating Corporal Butler, of 
M.T.,' in the O.R.s obstacle. I think that Corporal Butler 
was beaten by the bottle of beer which constituted one of 
the obstacles ! 

"W" Troop's Corporal Clarke put the ~bot 36 fe::t 
8 inches and threw the hammer 59 feet 1 mch to wm 
both events. One or two hopefuls were boasting about bow 
they would win the tug-of-war, but Corporal " Busty" 
Brindley stood " W " Troop in good stead as anchor
they couldn't budge him. 
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---·~ Last obstacle in the obstacle race 

The day was graced by the presence of the ladies of the 
Unit who bad three races-a blindfold race won by Mrs. 
Crocker; a spoon and potato race won by Mrs. A~hbridge, 
and the ladies' and husbands' three-legged race, which went 
to Corporal Butler and Mrs. Ashbridge. 

The O.Rs spoon and spud winner again featured Cor
poral Butler, under extremely suspicious circumstances! 

We welcomed Major Swainson from Hanover District, 
and Major Freemantle from No. 30 L. of C. Regiment, as 
visitors, who also entered as competitors in the Officers' and 
Senior N.C.O.s novelty race, in which the participants were 
deluded into thinking that they also bad a bottle of beer 
as an obstacle, only to discover to their chagrin that the 
liquid was water. 

All honours must go to the Catholic Women's Institutes 
and N.A.A.F.I. for catering, and but for the extremely bard 
work of the organising committee, beaded by S.S.M. Barnes 
and the direction of Q.M.S. (L) Jackson, the whole thing 
would not have been possible. 

The last was the funniest event of the day-a pillow 
fight over a water tank with the contestants sitting on a 
greasy pole. Unfortunately we have no pictorial record of 
it. 

When everyone had gathered round, Mrs. Saunders 
distributed the prizes and presented the track winners with 
their medals. 

All that remains to say was that we had perfect weather, 
and that at 1900 hours everyone made for home tired but 
happy. 

The " heavy end " of t he winnin1 tu1-of-war team 
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DANNOVEH DISTRICT SIGNAL SqUADRON, 

July 
It is with some regret that we learn that our contribution 

for the July issue of THE WIRE arrived too late for inclusion, 
but we sincerely hope that the same fate will not befall this 
month's effort. 

One of the main item of interest during the past month 
was the visit of General Sir H. Colville B. Wemyss, K.C.B., 
K.B.E., o . . o., M.C. The Squadron was " at home" to other 

ignal Units in the area so that General Wemyss could meet 
as many regular serving Signals as possible. There wer ... 
representatives from No. 7 Armoured Brigade Signal 

quadron, No. 31 Independent Infantry Brigade Sign:il 
Squadron and No. 4 A.G.R.A. Signal Regiment. Among the 
officers and wives present were Brigadier A. E. Morrison, 
C.S.0. Rhine Army, Lieutenant-Colonel Milner, D.C.S.0., 
Hamburg District, and Mrs. Milner, Lieutenant-Colonel 
Pipe-Wolferston, 0.C. No. 1 Special Wireless Regiment, 
and Mrs. Pipe-Wolferston, Major G. Walton, O.C. Hanover 
District Signal Squadron Major Caldicott, O.C. Hamburg 
District Signal Squadron, Captain and Mrs. F. Williams, 
D.C.S.O.'s Branch, Hanover District, Captain and Mrs. 
Purdon, D.C.S.O.'s Branch, Hanover District, Captain and 
Mrs. Pearce, No. 7 Armoured Brigade Signal Squadron, and 
Captain Vernon, No. 4 A.G.R.A. Signal Regiment. During 
the course of the afternoon General Wemyss chatted with 
the officers and their wives, finally being introduced to 
each man present, many of whom had served under him 
throughout the campaign in Europe. An excellent tea was 
provided oy the N.A.A.F.I. and, despite the warmness of 
the very summery afternoon, a most enjoyable time was had 
by all. 

At the moment the Squadron is undergoing rigorous 
Battle Training under the watchful eye of the A.P.T.C. 
Staff, and emerging fitter and wiser, although tired, from 
it. " Operation Plain Fare," or " The Berlin Lift," is also 
\.videly talked about in the Squadron at the time of writing, 
four of our Despatch Riders, Lance-Corporal Fookes, 
Signalmen Reeves, King and Lawrence, being attached to 
the R.A.S.C. at Wunstorf Aerodrome for the purpose of 
convoy organisation. They are playing a very essential part 
in this tremendous scheme for the relief of Berlin, as is 
also the Signal Office here, which is handling a terrific 
amount of traffic dealing with the operation, and all are 
to be complimented on keeping things running smoothly 
and to schedule. 

The August Bank Holiday festivities included the Hanover 
District Horse Show, which attracted entrants from the 
whole of B.A.O.R., and some excellent jumping and horse
manship were to be witnessed. A Hum Ball followed the 
show and, held in the Warrant Officers' and Sergeants' 
Mess, Headquarters, Hanover District, proved a huge 
success. Sergeant Falkingham, our acting M.T.0., carried 
out the duties of M.C. and is to be congratulated on help
ing to ~ake the ball a success. The Squadron was wholly 
responsible for the lay-out of the amplification for the horse 
show and the ball, and everything went off without a hitch. 
Again a feather in our cap. 

~hootin~. ComP<:£ing in th~ No. 31 Independent Infantry 
Bngade Rifle Meetrng, Captam A. G. Haystead, our Chief 
D.S.O., was placed 10th with a score of 82 out of a possible 
120 points in the Brigade Championship. In the Officers' 
Individual Championship he was placed 5th. Second
Lieut~ant Goodley, 0.C. No. 140 T.E. Troop, was placed 
12th m the latter competition. Sergeant " Archie" Murdoch 
shooting in the Warrant Officers' and Sergeants' Individuai 
Championship, was placed 12th. 

In the Fal~ng Plate Competition our team managed to 
reach the semi-finals, and have been selected to take part in 
the B.A.O.R. Rifle Meeting to be held in August. We wish 
them " Good shooting " and the best of luck. 

Sport. Our basket-ball team, competing in the Head-
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quarters Hanover District Competition, have proved them
selves past masters of the game, and piled up points to 
make them easy winners, much to the chagrin of the 
Sergeants' Mess team, who considered themselves the cham
pions. Signalman Bartlett bas been the main points scorer 
throughout the competition and is selected to play in the 
Headquarters Hanover District Team in the B.A.O.R. 
Basket-Ball Competition. 

Motor-Cycle Racing. At Belsen, in the B.A.O.R. Club
men's Trophy Motor-Cycle Meeting, held on 10th July, 
Sergeant Falkingbam and Signalman McAulitfe had some 
bid luck in their respective classes. Riding Matchless 350 
c.c. machines which they built from scrap, they both rode 
into place positions in the beats, but failed to reach tht: 
finals. Signalman McAuliffe is going out on Release very 
soon, and · we take this opportunity of wishing him the 
best of luck in civilian life. 

Riding at Hanomag Speedway on August Bank Holiday, 
Signalman Meacher secured first place in the Novices' Race. 
Signalman Keenan took a bad spill early in the meeting 
and was unable to ride again. The Hanomag track is one 
of the finest dirt tracks in B.A.O.R. and bas produced some 
first-class riders who are now riding for speedway clubs in 
U.K. 

Arrivals and Depccrtures. Under the ab::ive heading we 
must record the movements of S.S.M. "Uncle Jack" 
Mudge, who came and went just like that. Formerly with 
No. 11 Air Formation Signals in Celle, S.S.M. Mudge took 
over his duties here long enough to bold one check parade 
and attend one of our well-known dant::es before being 
re-posted to the U.K. We take this chance of wishing him 
all the best in his new job. · 

To Sergeant Bernard Scoffin, recently arrived from U.K., 
we extend our hand and hope his wife will soon join us. 

Promotions. To swell our numbers in the Sergeants' Mess 
-Sergeants Reese and Hayes. 

To Corporals Seabright and Candy we tender our con
gratulations on their second step up the ladder of fame. 

To our new Lance-Corporals, too numerous to mention 
here, we \.vish the best of luck. I do believe there is still 
some truth in the story of the baton and the haversack. 

JOHNNY 

STL'DENT DOODLES-V. 

Surge Impedance 
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July 

As Britain's future depends upon its youth, we must 
first of all this month congratulate Sergeant and Mrs. D. 
MacRae on the birth of a baby daughter, Mhairi. 

From the arrivals we go to the departures. Captain Bell, 
the Second-in-Command, leaves for the backwoods of 
Chelsea in the middle of August and will be resuming his 
civilian role of " artist," complete with corduroys and flow
ing beard. Following in his wake-in fact the day after
will be Second-Lieutenant V. T. G. Priest, who also goes 
on release. 

Arrivals and Departures. Recently posted from the Squad
ron to H.Q., B.A.0.R. Signal Regiment, is R.S.M. Baker. 
He had been with the Squadron for a long time and we 
were all very sorry to lose him. Posted in his place arrived 
S.S.M. Marks, who, it is hoped, will have as pleasant a 
stay in Hamburg ·as Frank Baker undoubtedly bad. 

Sergeant Lonergan bas joined us from his attached Troop 
to the R.B. He is to take over the Troop when Sergeant 
Hawes and family leave for U.K. and Civvy Street. 

Sergeant Nutton joined us from No. 2 L. of C., now 
H.Q., B.A.O.R. Signal Regiment. S.Q.M.S. Follows has 
left us to go to Munster Lager, and we are shortly to lose 
Sergeants Wright and Hawes. 

Among the lads who have recently been demobbed are 
Ron Rice, " Taffy " Knight and Colin Martin, and in the 
near future " Mike " Hyde, Bert Nichols, Eric Dadswell, 
Jock's McAllister and McLennan, Evans and Hampshire. 
What we'll do now the " old lads " are leaving us, we dau: 
not think. 

The departures of 75, 76 and 77 Groups are going to 
cause great gaps in the ranks of tradesmen. 

Putlos Meeting. The Annual Putlos Shoot was held 
at the end of July-that is the Hamburg District Rifle 
Competition. The various members of the Squadron who 
attended the shoot were Second-Lieutenant's Priest and 
Watson, S.Q.M.S. "Darky" Follows, Sergeants Mitchell 
and Flanagan, Signalmen Goodyer and Russell. None of 
the team were brilliant shots, but we did put in an appear
ance and we didn't come bottom. We bad a wonderful 
time. The weather was not typically English, the food 
likewise, and the swimming facilities definitely excelled 
Southend-on-Sea. The rumour that there are whales in 
the Baltic later turned out to be " Darky" Follows indulging 
in a rather unusual type of trudgeon stroke-which he 
later informed us was one of the few things be picked from 
the Chili Crackers of East Africa. It was unfortunate that, 
owing to the unavoidable absence of certain competitors, 
the Officer's team and the Warrant Officers' and Sergeants' 
team both had to be cancelled. In the Unit Team Match, 
the Signals were 4th out of five. In the individual shoot
ing, although we did not win any prizes, the performances 
were good, and showed that the Signals can hold their 
own against the Infantry and other Corps. In the plates 
competition we were beaten by the eventual runners-up in 
a keen match. 

With perfect weather, and fuie bathing and a comfortable 
camp, it was a pleasant few days which will long be remem
bered by all who took part. 

Operation "Plain/are." The Line Troop have been very 
busy of late. Operation " Plainfare " provided us with some 
" operational " work. No, it wasn't "multi-airlines," but 
crossing the Elbe to and from the work site did prove 
rather hazardous at times. These Sunderlands will land 
anywhere. 

Sport. Captain Evans plays regularly for Hamburg Sub
Area and produces wickets for incredibly few runs. 

Signalman Hill still chases round cinder tracks with 
increasing success. He is already considering becoming a 
professional speedway rider. 
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No. 11 AIR FORMATION SIGNAL REGIMENT 

July 
REGIMENTAL H.Q., BUCKEBURG. Visit of the 

Colonel Commandant. On Sunday, 25th July, the Regiment 
was honoured by a visit by General Sir H. Colville B. 
Wemyss, K.C.B., K.B.E., o.s.o., M.C., Colonel Commandant of 
the Corps. The visit was of an informal nature and a 
number of Officers and men of the Regiment were intro
duced to the General. 

After inspecting the ground floor of " D " Block, General 
Wemyss met a representative section of Other Ranks from 
outlying stations. Next be visited the Warrant Officers' and 
Sergeants of the Regiment in the Sergeants' Mess, and 
finally met the Officers, having lunch with the Commanding 
Officer, Lieutenant-Colonel A. T. Sladen, in the R.A.F. 
Officers' Mess. 

The Colonel Commandant was accompanied by the 
C.S.O., B.A.O.R., Brigadier A. E. Morrison, o.B.E., and 
C.A.F.S.O. Colonel R. W. Morgan, o.B.E. 

Obituary. The Regiment's deepest sympathies go to S.S.M. 
and Mrs. Broadhead on the death of their six months' old 
son on 27th July, 1948. 

Congratulations. Congratulations to the following on 
their promotions: Sergeant Marriot, Corporal Pilgrim, 
Lance-Corporal Ferguson, Lance-Corporal Rogers and 
Lance-Corporal Ives. 

Cricket. During the past three months the Regimental 
Cricket Team, under the very able leadership of Captain 
(Q.M.) A. J. Carpenter, bas had quite a successful season 
in spite of the fact that constant alterations have had to 
be made in the composition of the team, owing to some of 
our players being demobbed and posted. Matches have been 
played against the following: "A" Sergeants' Mess, 
B.A.F.O. (borne), Drawn; No. 61 Rifle Squadron, R.A.F. 
Regiment, Won; C.A.F.S.O. Staff, Won; 8th R.A.F. General 
Hospital, Drawn; R.A.F., Gutersloh, Lost; R.A.G., Bucke
burg, Lost; 2nd Battalion Rifle Brigade, Won; "A" Ser
geants' Mess, B.A.F.0. (away), Lost; No. 61 Rifle Squadron, 
R.A.F. Regiment, Won; 8th R.A.F. General Hospital, Won; 
Air Formation Signal Regiment, Sundern, Won. 

The most notable performance was against the 2nd 
Battalion, Rifle Brigade, at Minden, who had in their team 
four Hanover District players, one of whom later represented 
the M.C.C. during their B.A.O.R. tour. Batting first, the 
Rifle Brigade were dismissed for 45, being unable to cope 
with the formidable pace bowling of Lance-Corporal Stone 
and Signalman Bentley. Our opening batsmen, Captain 
Carpenter and Signalman Toase, found no difficulty in 
scoring the runs required without being separated. 

An amusing incident occurred during the match at 
Sundern, when Signalman Toase, to the great amusement 
of the spectators and to his own considerable embarrass
ment, rent his trousers asunder whilst stopping a bard drive 
down the wicket off bis own bowling. In spite of this mis
fortune, Signalman Toase valiantly carried on to take three 
wickets at low cost. 

Congratulations to Captain Carpenter and Lance-Corporal 
Stone for being chosen to play for the Corps Cricket Team 
in B.A.0.R. 

The following represented the team on most occasions: 
Lieutenant-Colonel A. T. Sladen, Captain A. J. Carpenter, 
Second-Lieutenant Hunt, Sergeant Pitt, Corporal Nicholson 
Lance-Corporals Stone and Brown, Signalmen Toase 
Bentley, Raper, Davies. 

The cricket season is not yet ended. We hope to t."C 

several successful matches before the football sea on arrives. 

No. 1 SQUADRON, BUCKEBURG. A certain stir was 
caused here in Buckeburg by the arrival of the Combined 
H.Q. for the Berlin Airlift, and, of course, the Construction 
Troop was called out to install the phones for the R.A.F. 
element. The quaint old scbloss selected for the H.Q. 
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became alive with linemen secreting cables in amongst the 
ivy and verandahs. Nobody, however, fell in the moat, none 
of the sacred fish therein was touched, and the phones were 
installed; so, despite loss of sleep, the Construction Troop 
is well content. 

The woods in the area of Buckeburg are filled with a 
new type of animal these days. This is a very good cross 
between a D .R. and a wall of death rider. Certain members 
of No. 118 D.R. Troop seem to liv on petrol and oil 
However, all this practice is paying great dividends, as has 
been borne out again by results. After our success in i o. 31 
Independent Infantry Brigade and Norwegian Brigade 
Trials, our men did very well at the scramble held by the 
B.A.O.R. School of Artillery, Munsterlager. 

In the 500 c.c. class, Signalman Rose took fir t place, 
Signalman Thomas second, and Signalman Cooke third. 
This race was hotly contested between Rose and Thomas 
until the clutch on Thomas's cycle slipped and he hit a 
tree on a hair-pin bend. Despite the handicap of the time, 
Thomas, who had slight concussion, carried on to come in 
a very gallant second. 

The 350 c.c. class competition saw Lance-Corporal Pul
linger come in second and in the open event Sergeant 
Kealy lifted second prize and Signalman Rose third. 

It was a long run to Munsterlager for the six com
petitors, but every one said it was well worth while, even 
though they left at 0700 hours on a Sunday morning. In 
view of the results the D.R.s have put up, I should say 
that their prospects in any future competitions are very 
good indeed. 

August 
No. 2 SQUADRON, R.A.F. STATION, SUNDERN. 

The Squadron bas diminished greatly during the past two 
months and is now but a shadow of its former self, due in 
the main to demobilisation among the Other Ranks. How
ever, despite the shortage of manpower there is still plenty 
of work to do and everyone is pulling his weight, and the 
work is slowly but surely getting done. During the past 
month a Driving School bas been thrust upon the Squadron 
to run, and the first course of learner drivers has com
menced. To carry out this project it has been necessary to 
" borrow " instructors and vehicles from other Squadrons 
-thanks Nos. 1 and 3 Squadrons for your co-operation. 

Congratulations to A.S.M. and Mrs. Rampling on the 
birth of a bonny bouncing son, Bryan Alfred Owen at 
the No. 8 British General Hospital on 27th July, 1948. 
Both mother and son are doing fine. 

!he Regimental . Athletic Team, under the very able 
guidance of Captam Bateman, is busy training for the 
B.A.F.O. Sports, and it is anticipated that quite a number 
of successes will come our way. 

Departures are too numerous to mention by name and 
we wish all who have left the Squadron the very ~t of 
luck in their new spheres. 

Two SQUADRON 

No. 3 AIR SUPPORT SIGNAL lJNIT 
Minden 

Since our last notes appeared a new face has come to 
the Unit .. It is that of Captain W. H . Butler, R.A., who is 
now offietally posted as our Administration Officer. A lot 
of wrangling with the War Establishment Committees was 
needed to produce this result (a very gratifying one for one 
officer in particular! ). 

Work, as usual with A.S.S.U., has proceeded at a tre
mendous pace. In the past four weeks nine vehicles have 
been completely s.tripped and rebuilt inside; the chaps did 
all t_he carpentering themselves. Various colour schemes 
rangmg from bright pink to sky-blue, have been tried and 
the result _is a so~ewhat confusing but definitely ple'asing 
effect, which has mcreased the brightness of the vehicle 

interiors many times. Every man now takes off his boots 
before entering his vehicle. Many A.L.O.s have even failed 
to recognise our vehicles-shame on them ! 

Captain Millo, our Second-in-Command, has just 
returned from a somewhat protracted stay in Klagenfurt 
in the British Zone of Austria. He insists that he was 
working from eight at morning until eight at night! He 
came back full of praise for the Austrian scenery; rumour 
bas it that he yodels in his bath! 

The Unit at present holds the upper hand in the Barrack 
Hockey Competition. We beat No. 14 Field Survey Squad
ron 6-1 in a thrilling if rather one-sided duel. We then 
played C.I., R.E.M.E., and were one goal down inside a 
minute of the bully-off. Not a promising start. At half
time we had pulled the score to two goals each, and after 
a gruelling second half emerged the victors by 4 goals 
to 3. Our success was chiefly due to our comparatively young 
average age, and consequently better stamina. 

We have recently instituted swimming tests in the Barrack 
Pool, and so far 15 people have qualified by doing their 
four lengths; it's about time some more people passed out! 

Old members of the A.S.S.U. " Ham" Club will be 
interested to learn that the Radio Room has been moved to 
the top floor of the block, to avoid undue disturbance in 
the small hours of the morning. Corporal Smith, late of 
Air Formation Signals, is now Ham-in-Chief; his call sign, 
for those who are interested, is D2JI, and he works on the 
20 metre band. 

The Unit has recently acquired a full size billiard table, 
and a special room has been· set aside for it. Reservation is 
by booking, and the whole system works very well. Our 
small billiard table is now sadly neglected. 

Football is already in full swing! We have rejoined the 
Z.E.C.O. League, and hope to wipe all before · us-we can 
try, at least. 

Not so early risers might possibly see S.S.M. James, 
closely followed by Lieutenant Samson, riding in the 
"morning." An exhilarating occupation, apparently only 
rivalled (according to Captain Millo) by a swim in the 
Austrian lakes before breakfast. 

Finally, we extend our heartiest congratulations and best 
wishes for the future to Corporal D . Walsh and his bride, 
who were married at Dortmund Garrison Church on 24th 
July, 1948. 

ASSUDONYM 

No. 4 · A.G.R.A. SIGNAL SQUADRON 
Lnneburg 

August 
Despite a rather protracted spell of watery weather we 

have mana_ged to take full advantage of every bright period, 
and the cricket season has advanced most successfully with
out any serious interruptions to No. 4 A.G.R.A. fixture 
list. The Combined H.Q. and Signal Squadron team has 
suffered no further defeat since the first two games of the 
season-those no doubt were teething troubles-and I shall 
list below the victories recorded since last month's publi
cation. A match in each qualifying round was no deterrent 
and the combined team won the final of No. 4 A.G.R.A'. 
Knock-Out Competition after a jolly fine, hard fought 
match. Congratulations to you all, and if the team is to 
participate in the B.A.0.R. Championships you should 
certainly travel far. 

. S.S.M. "Bill" Nurse has continued to play for Royal 
Signals, ~-.~.0.R., ai:id had a very good game against 
No .. 2 D1v1s1on at Hilden on Saturday, 24th July, taking 
3 wickets for 5 runs, and adding 20 runs to the Signals' 
total score. Royal Signals won comfortably by 100 odd 
runs. 

No. 4 A.G.R.A. results to date: Saturday, 17th July 
versus No. 94 Observation Regiment, R.A., won by 59 runs~ 
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Wednesday, 21st July, versus P.0.W. Camp, won by 119 
runs. Saturday, 31st July, versus No. 15 Medium Regiment, 
R.A., won by 19 runs. Wednesday, 4th August, versus No. 
1036 C.R.S., won by 5 wickets. 

The hard and honest efforts of the Unit gardeners, Lance
Corporal Rook and Driver Vincent, resulted in the winning 
of the second prize in the Hamburg District Horticultural 
Competition. Major J. R. G. Walker, Royal Signals, the 
Commanding Officer, also collected a further honour for 
the Unit by winning second prize for the families' gardens 
in the same competition. Your efforts are encouraging and 
inspiring, sir, and it is expected that by direct consequence 
local competition will be more appreciable next year. 

A well-earned respite was enjoyed by most members of 
the Squadron over the Bank Holiday period, and most 
families and quite a number of the lads took full advan
tage of the glorious warm spell on the riverside at Barum 
and at Hunsdorf. 

To the numerous recent arrivals in the Squadron I should 
like to extend the hand of welcome, with the usual but none 
the less sincere rider-may your stay be long and pleasant. 

Departures to the land of peace and plenty during the 
past month have been rather more numerous than the 
arrivals. Departures are always a sorry and sad event with 
me, if only for the reason that the present rate of demob I 
shall shortly have no operators left! But I'm sure the whole 
of the Squadron wish you all the very best of good wishes 
for the future in Civvy Street. Good luck to you all. 

So, until next month, Cheerio everybody. 

Crossword Puzzle No. I 

ACROSS 
7. Frequency could be. 
8. Could cut both ways. 
9. Beef and display of brawn. 

11. The strand. 
12. Joint 3, 4. 

DOWN 
I. Incorporeal female 8, 5. 
2. A power much discussed. 
3. The Olympic Torch was -. 
4. Gunfire. 

Blanco is not. 5. 
6. l4. Could be confused with a Migrant 3, 4, 6. 

chorus-NOT crooners. 10. Phonetic animal. 
16. Room for good fishing. 13. A stratum. 
19. A memory of E & M days. IS. A metal container. 
20. Cnlled upon to open the door. 17. Receptacle. 
22. Does he speak Double Dutch ? 18 . How many - to a shilling? 

21. Animal equipped with Radar. 
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Royal 

Signals 

Band 

A recent increase in establishment allows for 

ten boys in the Corps Band. There are at the 

moment vacancies for four boys between the ages 

of 15-161 years. Applicants should have a 

knowledge of the pianoforte or some stringed or 

wood-wind instrument. 

Members or ex-members of the Corps are 

invited to recommend suitable boys whose 

parents wish them to make a sound career in 

Military Music to: 

THE BAND PRESIDENT, 

H.Q. SCHOOL OF SIGNALS, 

CATTERICK CAMP. 
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Notes Life o n • ID B.A.O.R . 

Life in Germany for the Family 

As anywhere, life is what you make it, but out here in 
Germany I think it applies even more. We have not 

been in occupation very long and there are still many rough 
edges to be worn down. If you are coming out here, you 
will be welcome and you will enjoy the life. You can make 
it a very happy stay, but do not e>.."Pect too much, other
wise you will be disappointed. I hope these few notes will 
be of some use. 

You will first want to know all about the shopping 
facilities. Well, there is only one shop at which you can 
do your general shopping-this is the N.A.A.F .I. Families' 
Shop. Here you buy cigarettes, sweets and all your other 
household requirements. It is the Families' Shop that you 
haunt most of the time, for although there are many German 
shops there is very little in them which can be bought. 
There is no doubt that the Families' Shop does a good job 
in looking after the needs of the families, their supplies 
ranging from baby foods to collar studs. They aim to try 
and meet all your needs, and very nearly do it, too. Here a 
word of warning is required; it is not often possible for this 
shop to supply immediately some particular item which 
they do not keep regularly in stock. It means, therefore, 
that you either have to order it or you get friends in the 
U.K to send it out for you. Take, for example, clothing; 
all the sizes cannot be stocked and you might be unlucky 
as regards your size. It is therefore wise to get one of your 
friends or relatives in U .K. to be able to send you out any 
of your odd requirements; it is usually quicker in the long 
run. 

So much for the N .A.A.F.I. What about the local shops. 
The answer to this one is that most of the articles in the 
German shops are on points. There is absolutely no question 
of buying foodstuffs from German sources. We are, at the 
moment, seeing the result of the introduction of the new 
Mark; there is obviously more in the shops than can be 
bought quite legally but the prices are rather high. Perhaps 
when the new Mark gets into circulation good and proper 
we might see some difference. 

Previous to the introduction of the new Mark it was 
practically impossible to buy a useful article in a 'German 
shop without becoming a criminal in the eyes of the law. 
~tting to and from the N.A.A.F.I. shop is usually a 

delicate matter for the local Transport Officer but where 
you are situated some distance from the sh~p you will 
find a bus service is available. Not everywhere are the 
quarters centrally placed; it is therefore a matter of luck 
wheth_er you will be able to pop into the shop twice a day 
or twice a week. 

As for the cost of li~g-well, it is high-but really not 
that ~ucb unless y~u mtend to have a spending orgy. At 
~ sight the goods m the N .A.A.F.1. do astonish, but after 
a time you get used to, and learn to do without some of 
the items of luxury. ' 

The quarters are good ; style is, of course, dependent on 
where you are located. You might get a fiat or a whole 
house. It is a matter of opinion which is the better. Most 
?f .the ho~ses do not lend. themselves to easy cleaning, but 
It is possible to get a maid at a reasonable cost. You will 
find ~hat .th~ furniture is modern and that everything is 
supplied (1f m stock). There might be a shortage of carpets 
but us~.ly the floors are well painted and lend themselve~ 
to polishing. 

Cooking ~ll either be done on a gas stove or coal fire. 
Th~ coal fire is not usually of the range type, but of similar 
design t~ the normal gas stove, and functions very well. 
The heanng of the house will either be central or by slow 
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combustion stoves. A geyser is supplied for the bathroom. 
Your rations are delivered to the door. These rations are, 

of course, the same as the troops get ; they are good but 
there is a certain amount of monotony about them. It is 
very wise to cultivate a garden so that you can provide 
some alternatives to the vegetables and to supplement the 
rations--every little helps in adding variety to the meals. 

Outside amenities are few. There are pictures--possibly 
two different shows a week; a theatre which gives a two
day show once a week; and then there is, of course, the 
local Warrant Officers' and Sergeants' Mess, or the 
N.A.A.F.I.-run Warrant Officers' and Sergeants' Club. At 
the Mess you have the usual open nights, and normally a 
dance once a month. As for the Club, well here you can 
get a reasonable meal and a good variety of drinks. 

If you are lucky enough to get a car from your Unit 
on repayment, you will be able to add to your enjoyment 
and get further afield and see a bit of the country. 

For those concerned with leave, there are many leave 
centres from which to choose, both seaside and country, 
and even one in the Austrian Alps if you are so inclined. 
All these centres have reasontlble charges and offer excellent 
attention and amenities. You can spend up to 28 days at 
one time at these leave centres. 

For those who are coming out here for the rust time, 
you m ay find the relations with the Germans peculiar- and 
at times will wonder who actually is doing the occupying. 
We must attribute this to the quiet way in which we do 
our business. You will find most of the Germans are help
ful. M uch is being done by the families to improve the 
relations; the children, especially, know no barriers. 

For my wife and child this has been their first experience 
of family life away from the U .K. T here have b::en no 
regrets and much. experience gained. We will be off back 
to England in August . To those on their way out here, we 
wish you luck, and may your stay be as happy as ours. 

SNOWIE 

* * * 
A Soldier's Life 

A soldier's life in B.A.0.R is totally different from a soldier's 
life in the U .K ., the Far or the Near East. Similarities do 
exist in some respects, but generally speaking the difference 
is absolute. Being a married Sergeant, with my family at 
my Service station, I could only give a true account of 
my own s~here and social circle, but one can form a fai rly 
accurate picture of the private soldier's life, and in this 
short discourse I shall endeavour to offer my own opin ions 
of comparisons and differences of soldiering in B.A.0 .R. 
from the general point of view. 

First let me make it quite clear that the average single 
private soldier serving in B.A.0.R can live quite well 
within his income, and save a little for his bi-annual 
l~ves, .an achieve~ent almost impossible in the U .K. Every
thing 1s comparatively cheap, and opportunities for heavy 
spending few and far between. Welfare for the Forces has 
probably reached its peak of perfection, which peak I feel 
sure practic;:ally every soldier would agree is of a very high 
standard; 1t could hardly be bettered. Sport is plentiful 
and, of course, of a healthy nature. Work is not hard 
tedious or boring; its object, of course, is to keep-and ii:_ 
cases make- the soldier efficient and occupied. Privilege 
leave to the U:·K. consists of two nineteen-day periods, 
granted every six months--a generous dosage. 

The s~ort l~ve. or~anisation in B.A.O.R. must surely 
be the elite of its kind m the whole world. A period of five 
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days is available between privilege leaves, to all, making a 
total of ten days in two periods yearly. T he leave centres 
themselves--there are many of them-were previously high
class holiday resorts or spas; have been chosen thought
fully and with care; are fully equipped with every con
venience and local sporting facility, and are ideal for the 
man desirous of a change of scene and a rest. A really 
:first-class short term holiday is always available, without 
cost to the serving man, and any soldier who fails to take 
full advantage of a short leave at a recognised leave centre 
deserves no holiday at all. 

So much for the quick, general picture of the credit 
column of service in B.A.O.R , distant but distinct. Now 
I should like to take you for a peep into the average daily 
life of the soldier. Our own Squadron is completely self
contained. Offices, accommodation, baths, workshops, stores, 
kitchen, dining room, canteen and sbop--all are within 
the one barrack block, and all are of an excellent nature. 
The men's rooms are clean, reasonably fully furnished and 
not overcrowded. The soldier rises, washes, shaves, dresses 
and cleans up in general, and wends his way to a really 
lovely dining room where his breakfast is served to him 
by a German waitress. A jolly good breakfast at that. 
Rations have been of a higher scale than those in the U.K., 
but we are due for a cut with effect from August to make 
the two scales more comparable. The usual morning's work 
is in two periods with canteen break between. T he dinner 
and leisure period extends from 12.45 to 2 o'clock and 
afternoon working hours 2 till 4.30. Wednesday afte~noon 
is always devoted to recreational training, with Saturday 
afternoon and the whole of Sunday free. After tea the soldier 
is free to go almost where he will. He may go to the local 
cinema or the .theatre, both Army Welfare organisations; he 
may go to his own canteen, to the Garrison Club and 
canteen, or he may even visit his German girl friend in 
her own home. He may fish, ride, walk or swim, very much 
the S3.me as the soldier at home, with possibly a wider field 
of choice. He may even pursue some course of study at the 
local Forces study centre--a language, art, music and a wide 
range of courses are always available--and I believe a high 
percentage of chaps avail themselves of the opportunities 
presented. 

Publication Received 

Receipt of the following publications is gratefully ack-
nowledged : 

THE T HISTLE, July. 
ST. G EORGE'S GAZETTE, July. 
R E.M.E., August . 
JOURNAL OF THE RA.S.C., August. 
T HE CLARION, August. 
CATTERICK EXPRESS, 23rd July, 6th and 20th August. 

2nd Guards Brigade 

As the WIRE goes to press the Guards Brigade Signal 
Squadron is leaving England for Malaya. 

All ranks Royal Signals will wish Major P. G. Curry and 
his men all success. 

? ? ? · ? • • • • 
Do you know the address of your local Branch of the 

Signals Association? If not, write to the General Secretary, 
88 Eccleston Square, London, S.W.1. 
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A Memory of Thailand 

The Royal Technical Corp 

To appreciate this article you must imagine yourself in 
prison camp conditions under the Japanese in Thailand. 

You are in Chunkai Camp, which is a hospital b::ise roughly 
400 miles north of Bankok. Here are Allied prisoners of 
nationalities ranging from American to British, Colonial, 
D utch and Asiatic Dutch, in all states of health and fitness. 

T here has been no news of the outside world, except by 
the most remarkable means-the canary and the bore-bole 
-for two years. 

When a scrap of information does filter into the Camp, 
just think of the effect on this motley crowd. A mothers' 
meeting or a Parliamentay debate is but poor comparison. 

News is dissected, chewed, enlarged and distorted, all 
under the noses of Japanese sentries wandering through the 
huts, and around the jobs on which prisoners are working. 

Such was the state of affairs when the news of the birth 
of R.E.M.E. reached us. 

The text, when it finally reached us, stated very clearly 
that the RE., Royal Signals and RA.0.C. had combined 
to form the Royal T echnical Corps. We knew this was 
correct because a man travelling from Four Group at Tarso, 
on sacks of rice in a barge, had overhead a Church of 
England padre talking to a well-dressed Thai. 

Representatives of each Corps took an extremely poor 
view of this, for each considered his own branch as the 
most efficient in the Service. 

However, we decided that we must have some recognition 
in the rest of the fighting Services. Consequently a badge 
was devised. It was drawn by Corporal Porter, Royal 
Signals, a draughtsman, ex-9th Indian Divisional ignals. 

Noteworthy points are : The wreath and garter of the 
RE. The RA.0.C. gun being carried by Royal Signal , and, 
as usual, spiked by his staff. An important point of heraldry 
has been observed-the cannon balls are too large for the 
gun. 



PlJBLIC SERVICES 
by Li uf,en:mt-Colonel ALEX lUONTIETB, 1'f.JJ.E. 

FOLLOWING those days when the late-lamented M~. 
Rommel and his Deutche Afrika Korps began their 

final exit from the Libyan wastes, the L. of C. tentacles of 
the Royal Signals started once more to push out and rebuild 
their lines to service the advancing Eighth Army. 

It was not long before they reached a small oasis, near 
the coast and astride a little railway halt on the track run
ning up to Mersa Matruh. Here there soon appeared a 
Company Headquarters, and to run it there came "Busty." 

Now " Busty " had been in the Army, man and boy, 
since somewhere about the Battle of Waterloo. During his 
long and distinguished career of hitherto undetected crime 
he had done the usual turn of " quartermongering," and 
we all know that means acquiring an ability to e>.'tract the 
maximum amount of comfort and leisure from any situa
tion which may present itself. 

I am not going to suggest that the amenities, or the 
inhabitants, of this particular oasis were quite what anyone 
could have called ideal. There was the usual hotch-potch of 
Wogs, brewed-up tanks, and flies, as well as a re-fuelling 
point where a continuous stream of R.A.S.C. drivers made 
the air around blue with profanities for twenty-four hours 
round the clock. The rest was " Busty's," and from the 
start we knew there would be trouble. It wasn't a simple 
question of flies or heat, for after three years in the desert 
we had all got used to that, but it was just a general all
round untidiness, and something had got to be done about 
it. It was obvious from the way "Busty's hackles went up 
that something was going to be done at once. 

We never found out who first thought of the idea, but 
probably an idle scrap of conversation in the little tented 
Mess down in the Wadi prompted "Busty" to dream up 
the initial plan. Perhaps it sprang from some cornmon-or
garden suggestion about the usual business of trying to 
get a bath, or from someone griping about how con
foundedly difficult it was to keep trucks going in and out 
to Alexandria, ostensibly for rations, while the boys bathed 
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on the little sandy beach just short of Alamein. But what
ever caused it, it had the desired effect upon " Busty," and 
thus the idea of the Western Desert Electric Light and Hot 
Water Company came into being. 

Now this particular oasis was primarily a stronghold of 
Signals, and the main job of the Corps of Signals in war
time is to see that Senior Officers and Sergeant Majors 
have sufficient radios to listen to the B.B.C. or any other 
place they may fancy; to do that needs millions of batteries, 
because invariably Sergeant Majors leave their radios on 
until the batteries run right down, and Senior Officers do 
exactly the same. Thus every Signal Officer worth his 
name devises some suitable method of charging up batteries 
far in excess of normal requirements, and " Busty" deter
mined that he would, he could, and he should do some
thing to introduce a system which would not only charge 
all the batteries, but would also run the lighting system 
and let him get some sleep all in one fell swoop. To his 
eternal credit he did it. 

A few days later, very early in the morning, we heard a 
terrible groaning and clanking well south into the Desert. 
As the noise grew nearer we could see the Quartermaster 
truck towing a very second-hand Hun water cart, about 
a four hundred gallon job, mounted on two very flat tyres, 
attached to what had once been a trailer. "Well," I 
thought, " there can't be as many mines out there as we 
thought," and went off to sleep again. When everybody 
finally woke up the water cart was firmly in position along
side a shiny new tin shed, which had a large galvanised 
tank on the roof. 

No one quite understood why this tin hut had been 
built, but after long acquaintance with Quartermasters, with 
their passion for private offices and piles of paper, no 
questions were asked. Now, however, there appeared along
side the hut another small lean-to shed, and under it bodies 
were installing a captured German two-cylinder water
cooled engine, which looked as though it had been part of 
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a mobile pumping outfit. " Well, well," I thought, " a water
cooled job out here in the Desert ! ' Busty's ' softening after 
too long in the sun." However, the engine went in, and 
then they connected up the water hoses to a fifty-gallon 
petrol tank to act as a cooling radiator. After that they tied 
a tremendous generator on to the drive shaft and led a 
cable from it into the charging hut, which was only a few 
yards away. 

"Busty" had mounted the cooling drum on a wooden 
trestle; and we now saw that a tap had been fitted in the 
base. The next move was to fix a ladder on the side of the 
hut, and run a length of hose from the small hand pump on 
the water trailer barrel over into the hole on top of the 
cooling tank. 

It was now obvious that we had misjudged the purpose 
of the tin hut, and so a curious stream of sightseers began 
to peer in through the open door. We saw, instead of an 
office, a bare room wit? ,a slatted wood flooring, and in the 
roof a device closely r~sembling a large rose such as you 
find on garden waterjng cans, made out of an old petrol 
tin. From the ceiling there dangled a long length of cord, 
which disappeared through a hole near the rose. It was all 
very curious. 

The following morning we woke to hear the steady " putt
putt" of the little Auto-Union engine under the lean-to, 
and, sure enough, the maintenance boys weFe in their hut, 
charging every battery they could lay their hands on, which 
was something they hadn't been able to do for months. As 
soon as breakfast was over " Busty " sprang his bombshell : 

"Any of you young scallywags want a hot shower?" A 
hot shower in the Desert-heavens! We counted ourselves 
lucky to be able to clean our teeth. The answer came b3ck 
as one man. 

" All right," said " Busty," " we can manage four of you 
after breakfast, and four at night. Mid-day the men get 
a go at it. The first four can go over to my office and the 
Sergeant will show you the drill." 

" Busty " should have been the C.I.G.S., or at least the 
Chairman of one of the Big Banks-his detail work was 
as good as his overall planning, for when we got to the 
office, the Sergeant gave each of us a small ticket. "Now~ 
gentlemen," he said, " if you will give this ticket to the 
N.C.0. on duty in the charging shed, he will give you· a 
five-gallon can. Draw off five gallons of hot water from 

· the cooling tank, and fill her up again by pumping in five 
gallons from the trailer. Climb up the ladder and fill the 
tank on the roof of the shed with your hot water, and you 
will find another hand pump up there, which you can use 
to draw more cold water from the trailer to get the right 
temperature you like for your shower. When you are ready, 
stand under the rose and pull the rope. That will open the 
valve, and you can have a shower as good as you'd get at 
the Ritz!" 

Well, it worked. From that day on we had all the batteries 
we needed, a shower every other day, and the fame of 
" Busty's" Electric Light and Hot Water Company passed 
slowly into the legends of the Desert Army. 

The Edito r wi 11 be most gratefu I for short stories or 

articles of genera l interest 

It 1s YOUR magazine and YOU shou ld co ntribute to it 
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Other 
Overseas 
Stations 

C'l"DENAIC.-\ SIGNAL REGDIENT 

'July 

Most units in the Middle East are rapidly changing into 
staging camps for the U.K., owing to t~e spee_d of release 
of Age and Service Groups, and th~ Regiment is no exc_e~
tion. In addition, we are still suffering the burdens of m1~1-
mum working strengths, failing. generat~r~, advanced_ line 
commitments and wonderful bathing condinons, all designed 
to hamper the smooch running of the Unit. . 

We have now instilled in the District a great enthusiasm 
for signals and a certain amount of signals se~~,. ~ot only 
confined to message priorities. Constantly crmc1smg <;mr 
line projects, the staff have now resorted to photographing 
our P.L. routes. It would appear from the photograp~s that 
not all our routes are supported by poles; rumour has 1t that 
the Sergeants' Mess used the poles d_uring the cold wi!lcer. 

Our Unit has been increased considerably of late w1th the 
attachment of three Line Troops-No. 10 T.E. Troop, com
manded by Captain P. F. C. R. Locke, No. 15 Construction 
Troop and o. 3 Construction Troop, commanded respec
tively by Second-Lieutenants Taylor an~ Sutton. All our 
line labour is directed into the conversion of a first-class 
luxury Mediterranean hotel, L' Alberg<? Berenice, into the n~w 
District H.Q., the old one shortly berng let out for married 
quarters. The Berenice, overlooking Benghazi Harbour, ~as 
very severely damaged during the Western pesert camp~1gn 
and it certainly appears a gigantic project, this reconstruction, 
which, incidentally, bas to be completed by 1st August. The 
Regiment is installing a 200-line F. and . F. board, ~d a 
spaciously set out Signal Office with teleprJDter and wireless 
receiver rooms. The office is being placed in the basement-
presumably the old wine cellar. . . . 

August will indeed be a month of maddelllDg actlvity
new Signal Office, new receiver sites. Now we are told that 
we are shortly to have a new Commanding Officer. 0 1:11" 
present C.S.O., Lieutenant-Colonel L. 'W!· J. Dryland, wtll 
be leaving for the U.K. on Python. Whilst we are unl?ack
ing 53 and 63 sets, line and wireless stores, the C.O. will ?e 
packing his kit. Also leaving us, but on release, are Siptam 
R B. Murray, after his short stay of two months with the 
Regiment, and Second-Lieutenant D. G. Muir, who has 
never really been "with us" whilst commanding the Tobruk 
Signal Detachment some 300 mil~ away. Cap?in P. H. 
Flear came to us with the reputatJon as an Adiutant-no 
mention of his cricketing powers. Oh! sad omission. He 
has captained the Regiment's cricket team and we are now 
feared in the District as a cricketing Unit. We hope to 
stand the cup next to our football cup. 

Cups are definitely our premium. Lieutenant-Colonel L. 
W. J. Dryland presented the cups at our Unit S~orts Mee;
ing-the one for the Victor Ludorum and Maior Stone s 
Challenge Cup for the winning Troop. Major Sutcliffe was 
the expert organiser of the sports, which were held on a piece 
of waste ground by the Squadron H.Q. Everything was 
against the sports, from the R.E.s who said the ground wasn't 
fit to the Signal Office relief who said, "But we're on duty." 
Undaunted, the O.C. Squadron carried on; a first-class, 
exciting afternoon was the result.. . . . 

The work of reconstruction still contmues m Benghazi 
and we are working very hard towards its completion. Our 
only plea is for War Office to send us some replacements. 
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Singapore 

August 

Departures. Due to the departure of the. verbose "~~ud 
Can " for Pocklington and points west, the JOb of compilmg 
these notes was passed down the line like a hot potato. 

The event of the month was the belated departure ?f 
Major Griffiths, Major Bishop, Major McLaren and Captam 
" Archie" Pagan. Having threatened to leave us for . many 
months, farewell parties were no longer treated sertou_sly, 
but still provided the necessary excuse for a celebration. 
The piano will certainly miss " Bish's" heavy-handed treat
ment-it always bad to be heavy-handed to be heard above 
the me.lee. We were all extremely sorry to see them ~o, 
though, secretly, one or two people wi~ :iow slumber ?urmg 
siesta periods undisturbel by the v1cio~s hammermg of 
packing cases, desperate calls for more nails and the ~lush
raising profanities that always accompany the mangling of 
thumb nails. 

Mo-ve. There was a mixed reception to the news th~t ""'.e 
should be finally leaving the placid bac~water~ of Pasir Ris 
for the salubrious metropolis of Changi. It will be hard to 
leave this little beauty spot, but for convenience and general 
efficiency the change-over is essential. 

Band. The pandemonium that has been raging for some 
weeks now in the recreation room has blossomed . forth 
into a five-piece swingtette. I am informed by the highest 
authority that they are " pretty solid." If Lieutenant Kemp 
will curb his obvious leaning towards " The Hot Club de 
France " (he has already broken tw? violin ~trings-much 
to the P.R.I.'s disgust), the band will make its debut very 
shortly. 

Motor Cycle Trial.s . Our suicide squad were once again 
successful in their match against G.H.Q. Signals. The pour
ing rain made our already treacherous course almost 
impossible. The ten hazards were tackled gallantly by both 
teams, but personal triumphs by Lance-~~P?ral Sutherland 
and Sergeant Heptinstall as the best md1viduals, coupled 
with the superiority of our new G3 /L.s, pro_ved too. mu~h 
for G.H.Q. The Challenge Shield then, still re~ams m 
Elim Camp. The smooth organisation was once agam due to 
our old faithful, R.S.M. Milne, M.B.E. 

August Bank Holiday the camp held " Open House," and, 
as part of the entertainment, we ~aw some. of the most 
spectacular riding in our own Begmners T_nal~. !he ~eat 
of persuading a 500 c.c. B.S.A. around the circuit 1s praise
worthy in itself, and Signalman Holmes and S .Q.~.S. 
Hobday, who contrived to fall off the lea.st n~mb::r of t~es, 
thoroughly deserved the splendid trophies kindly provt?e.d 
by Lieutenant-Colonel Webb. In the afternoon the exh1b1-
tion match in the 350 c.c. class made the course look too 
easy but in spite of this the winner, Lance-Corporal 
Sutherland, who nurses his machine so meticulously over 
the slightest bump, with Signalman Sproat as runner-up, 
won the applause of the crowd and the trophies generously 
given by R.S .M. Milne and Sergeant Hulse, who were once 
more the "back room boys" of the show. 

As a fitting climax to a very enjoyable day, Mrs. Webb 
kindly presented the prizes. 

Swimming. A very small team, representin~ the ~egi
ment at the R.A.F. Swimming Gala at Chang1, acqwtted 
itself remarkably well. Lance-Corporal Webb won the 50 
yards free style, with Gunner Rutherford second, and won 
the 100 yards free style, this time with Lance-Corporal 
Goodwin in second place. The Regiment had four of the 
six finalists in the diving and, once more, Lance-Corporal 
Webb finished first, equal with a member of the R.A.F. 
In the deciding dive, however, he tried too hard, and w~s 
placed second. Finally, this Regiment won the Inter-Urut 
200-yard medley relay, and the team came away with arms 
full of pr'zes. 
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PALESTINE COMM.AND SIGNAL REGIMENT 

[These notes, received after the normal date of going to 
press, are included as they are so topical. A thankless task 
well done !-En.] 

These notes are written on 27th July, 1948, the final day 
of disbandment of the Regiment. 

On 30th June the last detachinent left Haifa with the last 
·remaining troops, and disembarked at Port Said on 1st July. 
The Unit had been running down in personnel and stores 
over a period of three months, and with the arrival of the 
Haifa detachment, the complete disbandment was able to be 
implemented. 

Unit strength today is almost literally a man and a dog. 
Those who were bitten by Trixie at Sarafand may regret 
that she was not disbanded also. 

We are most grateful to No. 1 L. of C. Signal Regiment 
for their help and friendliness during this month of disband
ment since they accommodated the Regiment in their own 
c.amp and gave every assistance to us. It was the finishing 
touch to a co-operation which had already existed for several 
months as Troops of No. 1 L. of C. had been more or less 
permanently attached to Palestine Command helping us in 
line maintenance and WS 10 links. 

Lieutenant-Colonel R. H. E. Robinson, O.B.E., left ten days 
ago for a well-deserved leave before taking over an appoint
ment at the War Office. We wish him every success. 

The last Regiment Part 1 Order is reproduced in the hope 
that members of the Unit who have been posted or released 
during these last weeks may see it. 
Issue No. 996 27th July, 1948 

Disbandment of the Regiment 
On this occasion of the disbandment of the Regiment I 

wish to pass on to all ranks my appreciation of their efforts 
and their loyalty in carrying out their respective duties, often 
in very trying circumstances, in Palestine. 

Those who served in the Regiment can have the satisfac
tion of knowing that they contributed in no small measure 
to the provision of communications in Palestine and thus 
assisted in the maintenance of law and order, discharging 
their duties impartially in the best traditions of the British 
Army. 

My good wishes for your future, whether in the Service 
or in civilian life, go with every one of you. 

POSTS AND TELECOlUS DEPT., B.M.:\. 

Eritrea 'July 
From our H.Q. in Asmara, 8,000 feet above sea level, 

in this our first appearance in THE WIRE, we extend our 
greetings to each and every Signal Unit wherever it may 
be. We, especially the older hands, are pleased to see the 
old magazine still going strong, and promise to furnish 
a not too uninteresting contribution, circumstances per
mitting, of course, month by month. 

Who we are? Well, that's rather difficult to explain, as 
W.O. and C.A.B. don't appear to be quite certain on that 
issue. However, our official title as a British Military Ad
ministration Signal Unit is Telecomns. Section, Posts and 
Telecomns. Dept., B.M.A., Eritrea but as far as you fellows 
are concerned we'll let you off with Army Signal Section, 
Eritrea-so much easier to remember in case anyone wants 
to. 

What we do? Pardon our blushes! To cut a long story 
short, we are responsible for all internal line communications 
in Eritrea which consist of 9,000 miles of trunk route wire, 
1,400 miles/pairs of overhead and underground cables, 
a 1,200-line auto exchange, eight 90-line PABXs, sixteen 
21-line PABXs, and sixteen semi-auto and manual exchanges 
ranging from 10 to 180 lines, all of which serve a total of 
2,200 subscribers. In addition we have a line telegraph 
circuit to Khartoum, and in the near future we hope to 
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have a direct speech circuit when the installation of our 
carrier equipment is completed. We have also wireless links 
with Addis Ababa, Assab, Khartoum and Mogadishu. Last 
but not least is our local S.D.S. who, apart from causing 
many a female heart to flutter as they dash around in their 
nattiest of natty shorts, do a grand job of work. Our staff 
comprises three Officers, 32 B.O.R.s, 133 Italians and 95 
Eritreans, the majority of the latter being unskilled labour. 
It will b:: seen, therefore-as our Administration Officer
cum-Adjutaot-cum-Signalmaster, Captain " Les" Robley, 
would say-that we are not overblessed with a prepon
derance of manpower, and can be justly proud of main
taining communications with approximately half the 
original numb::r of British and Italian staff, half the 
original M.T. establishment, and a severe petrol ntioning 
system. 

Our "skipper, Major Don "Blast their blinking eyes " 
Farmer, who apart from b~ing Secretary to the B.M.A. 
Tennis Club, a member of the committees of the Polo Club, 
Officers' Club, Kennel, Old Comrades', Waifs and Strays', 
and many other clubs-the producer of two very excellent 
plays-still manages to steer the Unit on its far from placid 
course, and does it remarkably well, too ("No, thank you, 
sir- an extra stripe wouldn't help much; y'see I'm still 
paid by the G.P.O."). 

Captain "Bill" Howard, ex-Kohatite, 1936-39, is 0.C. 
Telephones and Telegraphs Section, ably assisted by W.0. II 
" Fairy" Fairclough. The ciphers are in the hands of 
Sergeant " It's a shame to tell a lie" Robertson. The 
remaining two memb'!rs of the Warrant Officers' and Ser
geants' Mess are Sergeant " Old Iron " Champion who, 
in addition to his duties as Signal Office Superintendent, 
manages to edit our own Unit "rag," THE CABLE, and our 
Quartermaster-cum-Camp Nurse-cum-M.T. Bod, the one 
and only Sergeant " Bill " Waller. 

Sport. With such a small Unit as ours (only 32 B.O.R.s) 
and with relief work to cont:!nd with, sport presents us with 
many difficult problems. However, where we lack in 
numbers we excel in keenness, and practically every day 
" Bods " may be seen punting a football around or putting 
in a spot of practice at the cricket nets which have been 
erected in the camp. Within the Unit we have excellent 
facilities for football, cricket, tennis and most indoor games, 
including billiards, table tennis and darts. All these facilities 
are well used bµt, of course, the No. 1 sport is soccer. 
Out here we have no sporting seasons, and soccer is played 
all the year round (weather permitting) on stony pitches 
that never see a blade of grass until the rainy season is 
well under way ... and then it's often a game of " hunt 
the ball " in a mass of greenery. Despite our handicaps of 
man shortage and shift work, we managed to maintain a 
soccer team in the Eritrea District League, which was 
recently concluded. Unfortunately, at the conclusion we 
found ourselves next to the bottom in the league table with 
only six points, having played nine matches, winning two, 
drawing one and losing six. Nevertheless, we had some 
satisfaction when we noted the team below us was the 
C.R.M.P. \vith their solitary point. 

Entertainments. On the entertainments side we hold whist 
drives. These take place fortnightly and are aJtended by a 
reasonable percentage of the British population, both mili
tary and civil. \Ve also intend, in the near future, to run 
outings to places of interest in this territory. The first of 
these is scheduled for Sunday, 25th July, when the party 
will visit a monastery which stands on the summit of Mount 
Bizen, about 20 kilos outside Asmara. Another, we hope, 
will be a 15 kilo trip to Lake Belsea, which is reputed to 
be one of the beauty spots of Eritrea. 

Finally, for those of you who are anticipating a spot of 
leave and who are within striking distance of Asmara, we 
advise a visit to thi town. It's one of the best leave centres 
in the Middle East and we don't think you'll be disap
pointed. 
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Obituary. It i with very deep regret that we have to 
record the death of our Chief Signal Offi~r, <;olonel 
F. I. N . McOstrich, from typhus. He was bu~ed with. full 
military honours, an escort and firing party being provided 
by the Regiment. The pall-bearers were fellow Staff Officers 
from H.Q. West Africa Command. . 

Colonel McOstrich was e.xtren~ely popul~r, both m 
military and civilian circles, and his death will be felt as 
a personal loss not only to the ~rps, b~t to all who have 
been privileged to serve under him m various theatres, both 
during and after the war. T~e sincere sy1'.1pathy of all ranks 
is e.xtended to Mrs. McOstnch and family. 

GOLD COAST SIGNAL SQUADRON. A_ week-end 
Signal exercise, held fro~ 23~~. to 25th July, with detach
ments at various " key pomts m our area, was. thoroughly 
enjoyed by all ranks taking part. Haversack rauo.ns, not to 
ration scale, plus local purchase, bas resulted rn an all
round increase in the weight of the Squadron: No ne~ 
arrivals this month, but the course of the Empire Bure 1s 
being most carefully plotted by all due for ~.H.E. Sever~ 
stalwarts are due, but we will not record their names ~ul 
they wave ·us "Good-bye" from the blunt end of the ship. 

Sport. Our social activities seem to be "Nil Return" 
this month, but in the cricket field we have more than held 
our own. We congratulate Corporal Janaway, who has 
knocked up some very useful scores this season. Results: 

v. 37 Military Hospital. Won. W.A.S.R. 169 for 7 dee. Janaway 102 
not out), Military Ho pita! 37 . 

'" H.Q. W .A.C. Match drawn. . 
v. I G.C.R. Won by 8 runs. 
v. H .Q., W .A.C. Draw. H.Q., W.A.C. 127 for 7, \\7.A .S.R. 121 for 

7 (Janaway 3). 
W.A.S .R. 153 Ganaway 53). 

v. 37 Military Hospital. Draw. 37 M.i li tary Hospital 50 for 4, 
v. District Pay. i\.1atch drawn. 

NIGERIA SIGNAL SQUADRON. The ~~ather is still 
cool with us here and, in consequence,. the. British ranks are 
begetting a cream and roses complexion mstead of mepa
crine jaune. 

\Ve would wish for some explanation as to exactly wh~t 
our O.C. F.S.S. Troop means when he says he ~nd. his 
lads have " plenty of connections " ct.own town. His lines 
may be extensive, but not that extensive. 

Sergeant Yard, our stores wrangler, m~t with an unfor
tunate accident when his motor. cycle f~1led to . emer~e on 
the far side of a pothole. He 1s now m hospital _vv1th a 
broken finger and his arm in a plaster cast seID1-sal':1te 
position. He is quite cheerful, however, and we all wish 
him a speedy recovery. 

We congratulate Sergeant McGrath and . his wife ~m t;he 
birth of a baby. Baby is used advisedly, as ~s cable sa~d girl, 
and his wife's letter says it's a boy. Boy or girl, he christened 
it in the traditional manner. 

Departu1es. We bade farewell to Sergeant Orchard, :-"ho 
has left us for R.E.M.E. Command Workshops. Definitely 
a " friend at Court." We wish him all success in his new 
sphere. 

Sport. Our light is undou~tedly dim this m~mth. Things 
have been quiet but our one important match m an A.0.R. 
Football Knock-Out Competition against Pay and Records 
resulted in a defeat of 2-0. It seems we've been so careless 
as to post our best footballers on detach~ent and shall have 
to rebuild a team to keep up our reputation. 

We are at present building a basket ball ground, a?d from 
the number of enthusiasts we should have some quite good 
aames on its completion. 0 

The Officers have built a badminton court behind the 
Officers' Mess, but as the wind is pretty fierce at this season 
it is temporarily out of action, especially as the cook com-
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plains of shuttlecocks floating into his custard pie while 
his back is turned. 

However, we have a great variety of sport in the Squadron 
.and hope to achieve some success in future, as all ranks 
are very keen. 

Life of a Nigerian Soldier in Signals, by Sergeant F. A4e, 
Pajuyi. " A Nigerian soldier in Signals" must of necessity 
be on the posted strength of Nigeria Signal Squadron, 
which is part and parcel of West Africa Signal Regiment 
with headquarters in Accra. 

Nigeria Signal Squadron has out-stations in Ab::okuta, 
Ibadan, Kaduna, Enugu and Zaria. 

Nigeria, with a population of over 25,000,000 people 
with different ways of living, and the speed of civilisation 
can be roughly judged by which town Europeans first 
visited. The Nigerian soldier, therefore, consists of sons of 
peasant farmers up in the interior of Bauchi Plateau, the 
cannibals of the Eastern Ibo tribe, the cacao farmers of the 
Western Yoruba Nation and the average civilised Lagos 
Colony. That is why we find people with different lan
guages, culture and intelligenc:: in the Army. 

The Army has done a lot of good to the Nigerian soldier 
and to the country as a whole. It has helped to improve the 
condition of many who are definitely better off to-day in 
the British Army. One other thing is that the Army has 
helped to unify the various trib::s of Nigeria together by 
making them live under the same condition. To-day you 
can see the Ibo man sit side by side with the Hausa or 
Yorub3 man on a jug of palm wine, chatting, of course, in 
pidgin English. 

Above I have tried to tell how different people with 
different culture were b::ing united together in the Army 
under the same condition; I will now tell you the living 
condition of a Nigerian soldier in Signals. 

He speaks a little English, does guards or other duties 
twice a week, goes to C.O.'s parade once a week, has soldierly 
bearing and good turnout; he smokes a little and swears 
fluently when offended, and he drinks a lot of palm wine. 
. If there be any soldier in Nigerian Signals who is non

smoking, non-drinking, and who cannot even speak " He 
be fine too much," " Wha be you " or " I go catch um one 
time," then he is not average. 

The igerian soldier in Signals is very well better off 
in the Army, as I will prove later. 

He sleeps out of barracks with his wife and family, draws 
lodging and ration allowances. He has his pay well looked 
after and gets every possible assistance to this end. He goes 
on 28 days' leave once a year and does not need to complain 
at all before this is arranged for him-free travel warrants
costing the Army approximately £8 for a return journey. 
He gets recreational transport and his games and sports 
organised for him. He plays also on League matches. 

Apart from the high morals for which Nigerian Signals 
is well noted, for he is encouraged to keep his body clean 
and to be physically fit. 

To-day the Nigerian soldier sends and receives messages 
in morse code, operates on a switchboard efficiently and has 
ex;cellent despatch riders, who are smart-looking with blue 
and white arm bands to match, signifying that he belong 
to the Gerta Cito Corps of the British Army. 

What the Nigerian Signals soldier wants now is to keep 
the banner flying higher and remain a pride to his British 
Officers and N.C.0.s. 

And so to bed ! 

Contributors are reminded that the date 
for submission of items for publication 

is the 16th of the month 
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Since our last contribution, little of note has happened 
here in the "White man's grave" except a visit from our 
outgoing G.O.C.-in-Chief, General Irwin, and an in
formal one by his successor, General Nicholson, of No. 2 
British Division fame. What ho, Burma! General Nicholson 
was very pleased to meet Sergeant "Signal Office" Barlow, 
who had served under the General in S.E.A.C. From what 
he said during his lightning visit here, General Nicholson 
has a very high regard for the Corps, and we know that 
the Regiment and this Squadron will not cause him to 
lessen his regard in any way. 

The weather has now definitely taken a turn for the 
worse with the advent of the monsoon. Suppose the ducks 
will be happy until October; certainly not our hard-pressed 
F.S.S. Troop, who now sally forth to their duties with 
their battle cry, " Get water-logged!" Yes, present climatic 
conditions in Freetown make it hard for them to decide 
where submarine cable ends and U.G. begins. 

The Gambia W /T Station has now closed and all store:; 
and personnel have returned to Squadron H.Q. This leaves 
us with only the wireless link to Command in Accra and 
the local one to Daru, 200 miles up country. The 19 Sets 
certainly do a wizard job there. 

The Squadron is trade-training its own recruits, who 
must be literate before IY-.ing allowed to erilist. The first 
three months of their Army life is spent at the Depot Com
pany in Daru where they, amongst recruits from all other 
arms of the Service, learn to identify the dangerous end of a 
rifle and to stamp feet (b3re) on a parade ground so as to 
cause a maximum of noise. 

Having undergone their basic military training they 
return to Freetown where trade training begins under Unit 
arrangements, the Signals element being supervised by 
Sergeant K. Hill, late of Gambia WIT Detachment. Theor.Y 
is taught along with practical which is gained from experi
ence on actual " live " jobs. 

There is no lack of recruits in the Colony; the trouble 
arises in finding those that are literate and have a " bit of 
malum." However, the Squadron A.0.R.s are now all Sierra 
Leonians, which is certainly more satisfactory than having 
Gold Coast and Nigerians serving out of their respective 
Colonies. 

Sport. Wet weather has curtailed ~port generally (except 
the indoor type!) but our A.0.R.s did manage to do qU1te 
well in the District Cross-Country run which is ·an annual 
event. The course was 5! miles and extremely stiff. Those 
of you who have seen Freetown will understand why. It 
doesn't need a Pythagorus to prove that to run horizontally 
is easier than to run vertically. 

Hockey is still a favourite but is now played in swim-
ming trunks. Why bother to go to the beac~? . . 

We are now getting ready for the D1str1ct Boxing 
Tournament. In the last one the Squadron fought the 
best Unit average, and we mean to do it again. 

Social and Personal. R.H.E. and A.J.A.X. have taken 
toll of our European strength, Sergeant Bollotton, Sergeant 
Harries and wife and child, and Corporals Taylor and 
Greaves having walked up the gang-plank. 

We are now awaiting for the wives of S.S.M. Crouch and 
S.Q.M.S. Brown to reinforce our depleted families' strength. 
The Sergeant-Major and Quarter-bloke can . most aft.er
noons be seen wandering around the town lookmg at frymg 
pans, carpets and curtaining materials with a speculative 
eye. . . . . 

The A.K.C. cinema 1s with us agam but firmg on one 
projector only, but now, with the advent of a b~and new 
air conditioned cinema in Freetown, the matter is not so 
serious. And, any way, one can always try to achieve nirv~na 
by contemplating one's navel while the reels are bemg 



changed. Dances are now more frequent and are well 
attended by one and all. 

The Artiiy Schonl has recently opened, but that doesn't 
directly concern your Freetown correspondent-yet ! 

Amateur Radio. C.Q., all Corps hams. What about a 
QSO on 14.350 Megacycles. ZDIBD is the call-so get 
cracking. \Y/e've already worked ZD2RDY (Tich) in Lagos 
and ZD4AT in Accra. Also contacts with U.S. Navy and 
Army Signals Hungarian Army Signals and the Red Anny 
of the U.S.S.R. The latter QSO ended rather abruptly from 
Mo cow. Did the Ogpu knock on the door? Has anyone 
got a 14 Meg band-spread coil for an HRO which they 
want to sell? No fancy prices, by request. Or could swop 
for an AR. 88~f course, with your permission, Colonel 
Lyddon, sir! 

73's es DX, chaps, and may your shack never get water
logged. 

No. 2 \\-IRELESS REGlllENT 

Cyprus 
July 

Since the publication of the last Unit Notes, this Unit 
has lost a number of old faces by Python or release. Major 
J. A. S. Brown, Captain F .. A. Davidson and S.S.M. Ebbage 
have left for pastures fresh, while many younger soldiers 
willingly returned to Civvy Street are probably by now 
thinking in an austerity England that the old Nissen-hutted 
camp, and even certain irksome duties, were not so bad as 
they seemed in the old days. . 

Meanwhile we have to welcome a host of new faces, some 
for only a few months, others for a full tour. Among the 
latter are Major J . E. V. Rice, Major P . H. B. Brown, 
Captain (T.O.M.) "Dick" Shilton, Captain P. M. Mc
Donald, Captain J. R. Sutton, Lieutenant T. W. Dwyer, 
S.S.M. L. W. Purvis, W.O. II (Foreman of Signals) D. 
Crofts, S.Q.M.S. J . Craig, S.Q.M.S. J. M. Philpott, 
S.Q.M.S. J. H. Roake and Corporal (now Sergeant) F . 
Shrimpton. Although the majority of people around us 
have Age and Service Groups up to 128, we are collecting 
an increasing number-now 64-of Regular and short
Service folk. 

The principal event of the last few months has been the 
visit of Brigadier W. A. Scott, o.B.E., who talked to us on 
the future, immediate and distant, of the Unit and the camp. 

T he amenities in the camp have greatly improved. T he 
new temporary N .A.A.F.I. canteen has been a great asset, 
and is much used and appreciated. The hard tennis court 
is finished and is in constant use. T he Unit now has its 
own film projector; films are being shown out of doors 
three or four times a week to good audiences. Practically 
all the huts have been whitewashed. I t has been a much 
milder summer than last so far; so life has been much more 
bearable. 

Although it has not yet been possible to lay out a proper 
sports ground there has been plenty of sports activity. No. 2 
Squadron won the Island Company K nock-Out Football 
Cup after an exciting final with No. 695 Company, 
R.A.S.C. 

N ow that summer is with us there has been much cricket 
and some hockey, as well as the tennis. A couple of small 
knock-out tennis tournaments have taken place; the last of 
them was won by Lieutenant-Colonel D u Cros and Captain 
Bremner. Cricket is played on most non-working afternoons; 
the Unit has a promising cricket team, which has played 
other U nits with varying success. Both the cricket and 
the hockey are played on a rough pitch just outside the 
camp. 

M uch spare time is spent bathing on the Famagusta 
beach, probably the best bathing beach in the Eastern 
Mediterranean. 

Petrol shortage has sadly limited welfare trips to places 

of interest, most of them being further away than the 
restrictions will allow. 

The number of married families is slowly increasing; at 
the moment there are nine, but several more are expected 
shortly. 

EGYPT COIUIUAND SIGNAL REGIIUENT 

July 

No. 1 SQUADRON. Major H. D. Bould has recently 
taken over the Squadron from Major A. W. C. Partridge, 
who has moved over to Regimental H.Q. We extend a 
hearty welcome to our new O.C. and wish him luck. 

We keep losing and gaining personnel far too numerous 
to mention. "Pop" Ryder is still with us, of course; still 
trying to get his weight down. 

Sport. We are still keeping the flag flying, although the 
Sports Officer is always moaning that the young 'uns are 
not keen enough. 

Cricket is in full swing. We have played and won three 
games in the Inter-Squafuon League and, incidentally, we 
have thoroughly enjoyed these games. 

The main cricket attraction to date was the match between 
Royal Signals (Egypt) versus Egyptian C.C. This was. 
" super" and a very high standard of cricket was witnessed. 
The Corps lost by the narrow margin of only five runs. 

Hockey has just commenced again and we hope to have 
a good season. We have several new players and are anxious. 
to see them in action. 

No. 2 SQUADRON. With the hot weather now in full 
swing, all eyes of the Squadron are directed to the cool 
waters of the Great Bitter Lake. Unfortunately the dark
skinned gentlemen are still persisting in their playful 
attempts to remove our cables, so that the Squadron line
men are not managing to get that seaside tan before going 
home. 

The Sailing Club has b-."'CD started again under the leader
ship of Second-Lieutenant Gill. Our Gerta Cito is receiv
ing a badly needed overhaul and, with the limited resources 
at our disposal, a fair amount of progress has been achieved. 
It is hoped that within a short time the club will be self
supporting and provide plenty of entertainment to the 
Squadron enthusiasts. 

Captain T. H. Luscombe and family sailed for U.K. on 
29th June. We wish him all success for the future, where
ever he may go. 

T he new arrivals in the Squadron include Sergeant Moore 
from U.K. and Sergeant Darby from Palestine. The latter 
is eagerly awaiting his release under A/S Group 74, as 
are a number of others. S.S.M. Knight has boldly taken 
the plunge and signed on for a further year-it is said that 
he is unable to face the horrors of civilian life. 

No. 3 SQUADRON. QASSASIN. On 15th J une our 
O.C., Major G. H. Smith, left us for Civvy Street. With 
him went " Good luck and happy landing " from all ranks. 
Put your uniform in moth-balls, Major. Captain V. C. 
Honor has taken over the Squadron meantime. In common 
with all other Units, demob is the main topic of con
versation. Rumours are thick and heavy and every new 
arrival is asked his A. and Service Group long before his 
kit is off the lorry. Most trades are D.O.V.'d but so far 
nobody has had to do three months. 

Swimming. Swimming is now in full swing and our 
local pool, " T he Durant," is in great demand. Our list of 
~on-sw~ei:s has been greatly reduced by the weekly 
mstrucuon given by the A.P.T.C. instructors. 

Cricket. Our cricket eleven, under the able coaching of 
Lance-Corporal Lord, manage an average of two games a 
week. An Inter-Squadron League has started but so far 
we haven't had a win. Regimental H .Q. and No. 1 Squadron 
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"have ·both thrashed us, but we hope for a victory against 
No. 4 Squadron on 15th July. 

T ennis. A Squadron Knock-Out was organised last 
month; this proved quite a success, and the betting was 
in favour of Lance-Corporal Small (last year's winner). 
However, in the finals, Sergeant Barker proved himself the 
better player, winning by two straight sets, 8-6 and 6-2. 
'Third prize went to Signalman Forey. 

Hdckey. A local league is being run throughout the 
:summer months. To date three games have been played. 

v. H.Q. C.C.D. Won 4-2 
v . No. 3109 P.O.W. Company Lost 0-5 
v . H.Q. C.C.D. (return match) Drew 1 1 

TEL-EL-KEBIR. It seems strange that we are almost 
'in the land where our alphabet was invented, but I am sure 
'(and all will say, "Hear, hear") that the letters D .O.V. 
sh~>Uld have been missed out completely. Local bets are 
bemg taken as to when the shores of U.K. will be seen by 
our 73 Groupers, and anxious eyes are looking down the 
road from T.E.K. to Squadron at Qassasin to see if 74 and _ 
7 5 Group reliefs are in sight. 

Now that summer is here the old "Tekites" can well 
'imagine what it is like. Mosquito nets encircle us once more 
.at ni~t,. cold water is something of a legend, and fly 
·swatting is about the only exercise our arms get. The latest 
howler comes from my clerk who produced, on being asked 
for last month's WIRE Notes, the complete inventory of 
70-lb. C.U. and 150-lb. G.I. used during May. 

Our ~ads in the ~.T. are on the job again, especially the 
new Driver Mecharuc (No. 114 Group), who tried to adjust 

the rocker arms on a Ford V8 engine, and the No. 70 Group 
V.M. who has been D.0.V.'d so long that when adjusting 
tappets always gets his beard caught in th~ " prop " shaft. 
I'm sure all at T.E.K . are sorry to see Captain Wood leave. 
He had been with the Detachment about a year and within 
that time had become very well known and liked amongst 
the men. He is still with the Regiment, but now down at 
Suez. However, we wish him all the very b~t in his work 
down there and extend to him the invitation to "come up 
and see us sometime." Here we say " Hullo" to our new 
0 .C., Captain Hazelwood, and hope that his stay with us 
at T.E.K. will be a memorable one. Our " notables" who 
left and who now will be ardent civvies include Corporal 
Sibert, Signalman Broom and ex-sprinter Signalman Smith. 
Hope you are settled in jobs, lads. 

Spurt. We have left footb3ll and hockey behind and are 
now busy playing our cricket matches off. Once a week 
we cross our fingers and hope that our three-tonner will 
get us down to Lake Timsah for the spot of bathing. It 
also gives us a chance to see if ships are still plying their 
way between here and U.K. Our table tennis honours (for 
we won the T.E.K. League Competition and the Canal 
Central Championship) have caught up with us, and our 
team has been challenged again. Look to the laurels. men. 
So with that and the old song on our lips (" Sand in our 
Shoes") Cheerio from T.E.K. 

No. 4 SQUADRON. Arrivals and departures have been 
fairly brisk during the month and, in spite of the " H ul!o
Good-bye" routine of things these days, normal commit-

(continued on page 300) 
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A COUPLE 

SPEND A 

happy 

fortnight 
AT 

MERCURY 

DOUSE 

~OSE of you who read the announcement in the March 
.l issue of THE WmE relating to the opening of Mercury 

House, Bournemouth, will doubtless have wondered at the 
time what sort of place it would prove to be. Some of you 
may well have decided that a holiday should be as far 
removed as possible from matters military for obvious 
reasons. Others may have just as naturally shrunk from 
risking something new until its reputation had been estab
lished. 

I must confess that these arquments and doubts, 
and others, too, occurred to my wife and myself both before 
and after we had taken the irrevocable step of booking a 
room for two weeks. We even discussed on the journey down 
while motoring through the New Forest, what we should 
do if, on arrival, we discovered the place to be unsuitable 
or uncomfortable. 

We have now complete:! our stay. We have so thoroughly 
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enjoyed ourselves that it seems to us that others might 
like a short account of Mercury House and the facilities 
it affords. . 

In the first place it will be appreciated that there is 
no space here for a description of Bournemouth as a 
watering place or of Hampshire as a touring ground. Suffice 
it so say that whether you want an energetic type of holiday 
or merely a lazy time by the sea you could hardly choose 
a n;iore suitable place. All sports are catered for in the vicinity, 
while the sands, promenades, chines and cliffs provide plenty 
of space for children and those who wish to drowse in the 
sun. Bournemouth gets plenty of sun, and even in winter 
is much warmer than most parts of England. Mercury 
House keeps open all through the year, and for anyone 
convalescing during the drab winter months in the north 
there is little doubt that a visit to Bournemouth would 
accelerate recovery. 

And now as to Mercury House itself. It is a red-brick 
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substantially built house of some 15 
rooms, situated in a quiet road within 
three minutes' walk of the sea. It is 
managed, very efficiently, by Major Dun
ningham-a retired officer of the Corps 
-and his wife. It is not too much to 
say that the sole object of both is to make 
their guests comfortable and happy. 
There are, in vivid contrast to many 
other establishments I could name, no 
irritating catch-penny " extras " and 
restrictions. 

Bedrooms are light and airy and have 
hot and cold water. The beds are com
fortable, and the house is well kept. Hot 
baths are available morning and 
evening. 

The lounge is comfortably furnished. 
There is a growing library of books for 
all tastes. French windows open on to 
a small but well kept terrace and garden. 
At the rear of the house there are garages 
for six cars. If you take your car with 
you it is as well to mention this when 
booking. 

The dining room is bright and cheery. Meals are served 
promptly. In fact, it is no exaggeration to say that one can 
set on'es watch by the dinner gong! This, incidentally, is 
the only faint resemblance to military routine at Mercury 
House; and we found it an excellent feature, for nothing 
is more annoying to find that meals are late and excursions 
planned for the afternoon or evening have in consequence 
to be abandoned. On their part the management like guests 
to be prompt for meals, as this assists in the smooth running 
of 1:he establishment. Breakfast, lunch, tea and supper are 
provided. The cuisine is excellent and varied. Mercury 
House is definitely not a place where you can tell the day 
of the week by the menu! Quality and quantity of food are 
both good; we have paid twice as much on other occasions 
and not fared so well. Mrs. Dunningham and her cook are 
to be congratulated on their success on the catering side. 
Incidentally, an excellent sandwich pack is available if 
required by those making day excursions. 

The company is varied. On our first week it was quite a 
family affair, as there were four young children. There were 
no children during the second week, but most of the guests 
were young couples. According to inclination, you may mix 
and combine ideas for excursions or pursue your indepen
dent ways. There is no "regimentation" 
or compulsion in this. Mercury House 
guests usually get invitations to attend 
the weekly dance at the hotel next door, 
and on the first and third Fridays of 
the month the Local Signals Association 
meets in a hostelry in the town. Thes-. 
meetings are worth attending, as one is 
very likely to contact an old comrad or 
someone who knew the place where "so 
and so " happened, or where " such and 
such" action took place. In any event 
the company is jovial, and excuses for 
" filling them up again" ar not lack
ing. Some people have very long 
memories : I was recognised by a man 
who could not possibly have seen me 
since a Christmas Eve party to French 
v illage children at Dainville, France. in 
1939! 

The sea bathing is excellent and th_re 
is also an enclosed bath about a mile 
from the house. Those interested •in 
:Sailing will find Lymingron and Christ
church attractive. At the former I took 
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a launch to inspect Gerta and Cito, the two craft owned 
by the Royal Signals Sailing Association. Gerta-a beamy 
converted fishing boat-is, I am told by the local watermen, 
a very seaworthy cutter of some 10 tons. Cito--an entirely 
different craft-is a racy looking job which will no doubt 
give a good account of herself in local racing. 

If you are a golfer, take your dubs-there are three 
courses within a few miles of the house. 

No one who has an interest in the sea and shipping 
should miss the opportunity of a trip to Southampton, 
which may be made by coach or by sea. Ships I saw there 
were the Queen Mary and the Queen Elizabeth. Other 
trips worth taking are to Weymouth, Poole Harbour, Swan-
age, and to the Isle of Wight. A. SCARBOROUGH 

EDITOR'S NOTE. Bookings are now invited from ex-members 
and serving members of the Corps for holidays or leave 
periods during the autumn and winter months. This 
should give the serving soldier and his family a chance 
of a good holiday at very reasonable rates. Reduced 
tariffs will be quoted on application to the Manager, 
Mercury House, 14 Florence Road; Boscombe, Rants. 
(Telephone: Boscombe 86). 

A c:orner of the dinina room 
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Territorial 
Ar Illy 

43rd (WESSIEX) INFANTRY Dl"\'ISIONAL 

SIGNAL REGilUENT, T .A. 

August 
REGIMENTAL H.Q. & H.Q. SQUADRON. As with 

all T.A. Units the highlight of the year is the Annual Train
ing C!lmp, and No. 43 (Wessex) Infantry Divisional Signal 
Regiment, T.A., was of course no exception to the rule. 
Our camp was held at the Combined Signal School, Frem
ington, for the period 24th Jul to 31st July, and authority 
was also obtained to hold a week-end camp directly fol
lowing; this enabled us to carry on over the August Bank 
Holiday week-end. 

Before carrying on to a more detailed summary of our 
Annual Camp we wish to record our thanks to the Combined 
Signal School for doing so much to make our stay with 
them such a huge success, and in particuhr to Major Salter, 
Captain McLellan, Captain Sykes and R.S.M. Locke. 

Our first day in camp was spent in getting settled in; 
this was by no means a long iob, as the arrangements for 
this were without doubt excellent and each man soon found 
his allotted space which was to be bis home for 10 days. 

Sunday, 25th July, was spent firstly on maintenance of 
vehicles after their dash the previous day in three direc
tions from Torquay, Exeter and Taunton, all converging 
around about the same time on Fremington. Later in the 
morning the Other Ranks were treated to an Officers' 
Demonstration; it was rather bad luck that the J. Arthur 
Rank organisation did not send a representative along as 
the general impression was that amongst the Officers ~ere 
some budding heart-throb film stars, particularly the 
" Officer with hat." There was, of course, the serious side 
to this demonstration, and this was of definite help towards 
the scheme which took place later in the week. Sunday 
afternoon was spent in a cut-throat and gory cricket match 

b..'1:ween the Officers and Warrant Officers and N.C.0.s ; 
this ended in a win for the Officers ('Nuff said). 

Trade training was the order of the day for Monday, 
and in the evening films were shown for any interested. 

The R.A.F. gave an excellent demonstration on Army/ 
R.A.F. co-operation on 27th July. After this the Unit fired 
its Annual Range Course on three separate ranges, one 
of which radar would have assisted in locating. 

Tuesjay evening the Officers were invited to the Ser
geants' Mess and little need be said re this, as naturally it 
turned out to be the usual Sergeants' Mess " stag party.'" 
Before leaving this, mention must be made of Sergeant 
" Jock" Graham, a typical Radio Mechanic, who would, 
we have no doubt, be very much at home at the London 
Palladium. 

Wednesday morning was spent by the whole Unit in 
preparation for' our two-day scheme, the afternoon being 
allotted to cricket and swimming. 

Thursday and Friday found the whole Unit away from 
Camp on its Exercise. The Squadrons have dealt fully with 
this, so no more need be said. 

The principal happening on Saturday, 31st July, was the 
visit of the G.O.C., 43rd (Wessex) Infantry Division, 
T.A., and the C.S.0., Southern Command. 

The sports which were held on Sunday have also been 
reported fully by the Squadrons. 

Up to and including Sunday the Clerk of the Weather
er is it the Government?-bad been ·very kind, but on Mon
day when we returned it seemed that the whole world was 
in flood. Noah was called upon but of no avail, so we all 
had to brave the monsoon and return to our respective· 
Squadrons in torrential rain. 

To sum up, it bas been agreed by all that our first. 
annual camp was a huge success. 

No. 1 SQUADRON, EXETER, DEVON. Hello again ;. 
how are you. The party here at NQ. I Squadron last month. 
was an evening of great excitement; the many events which 
were played off bad some very close finishes. At ·midnight 
when we finally broke up no one was very interested in 
results, but only in whether the remaining b::irrel would 
stand the strain of an extra pint. Just for the record, this. 
Squadron came out on top, but I greatly fear that after 
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the " b::nrd meeting " all O".Jr dart players will b:: given free 
transfers. 

Camp. Hell was let loose at Fremington, 24th July-
2nd August, when the Signals went to Annual Training 
Camp. (In Clse _anyone thinks that war is noisy, let them 
~pend a_ week with our Regiment; they have my word for 
it ~ar is as peaceful as heaven in comparison.) Quickly 
settlmg down, the Squadron invaded Barnstaple and " wine 
flowed like water." Before reveille on Sunday two of our 
braves were having · cold showers. The two cricket matches 
Officers v. Warrant Officers and Senior N.C.0.s, and 
Officers and Warrant Officers v. Other Ranks, were both 
won by the Officers. In the latter game the final scores 
were Officers 95 for 5, and Other Ranks 94 for 5. Both 
these matches were played with the true spirit of sportsman
ship. 

The highlight of the week's training was-" Scheme." 
Being an all-night exercise, " crash down " came at 11 and 
the P .S.I.s thought they were on a good thing by finding 
a baycart. Unfortunately it was dark when betls were hid 
dow_n. P~ce !eign_ed, but not for long. Suddenly a yell and, 
on mvesnganon, it was found that the baycart bad over
balanced and in a most unsightly bundle at the bottom were 
the " sl_eeping ~~uties." The night was eventually spent in 
an upnght posmon, but on the whole everyone had a fair 
night's sleep and were fit to carry ·on in the morning. 

The Sports Meeting held on the Sunday proved an excel
lent day for this Squadron. A bus party of friends and 
relatives arrived about 1330 hours and, after light refresh
ments, watched the keen competition between Squadrons. 
The Sports Cup holds the place of honour at Priory Drill 
Hall. ~fter winning it quite comfortably, unfortunately in 
a special challenge run our runner was indisposed and 
although our second string ran well, the strain of the after~ 
noon was too much. But we are still confident we can win 
when and where we please. 

We are having a week-end at R.A.F. Station, Chivenor 
later this month, when we are hoping to take the air. I 
will let you know more of this neJ..'1: month. 

Club. The club here at Exeter is coming along quite 
well and by the end of this month a Committee of Signals 
personnel and 0.C.A. members should be formed and get
ting into action. I am confident when this club is in action 
it will b:: one of the finest in the south-west and a pleasing 
place for any Signals, old or new. 

Display. Next month the Royal Signals Motor Cycle 
Display Team are visiting Exeter and if their show is any
thing like last year's effort we are again in for an excellent 
evening's entertainment. 
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Pen Pals. We shall be pleased to receive any correspon
dence from Royal Signals, past or present-so send your 
letters to Priory Drill Hall, Friars, Exeter, and on the out
side of the envelope please write boldy "Pen Pal." I'll 
guarantee a reply to all who write, and we hope to make 
this contact a lasting friendship and a mutual help in Service 
matters. 

To each and all of you who read and follow our Notes
we'll be seeing you again next month; all the best. 

No. 3 SQUADRON, TORQUAY, DEVON. Torquay
fair land of sunshine, where beauty and splendour and 
grandeur entwine; also the scene of the international yacht 
racing for the XIV Olympiad-and the home station of 
No. 3 Squadron, 43rd (Wessex) Divisional Signal Regiment, 
T.A. 

August the second was scheduled far and wide as the day 
on which the Olympic torch arrived in Torquay, but second 
,to this great event, and far from least, was the homecoming 
of the Squadron from its annual training at Fremington, 
North Devon. 

" And a grand time was had by all " is a normal setting, 
but in this case a very inadequate one. We certainly bad a 
grand time from start to finish and the weather was excep
tionally kind to us. We started off from the local Drill Hall 
with the help ( ?) of borrowed transport. 

What transport! We did have fun, but without the best 
vehicle mechanic in the Unit we should have left the 
three-tonner behind. The lads quickly reintroduced them
selves to Barnstaple (we were in that neighb:>urhoo:i last 
year), to say nothing of the village girls. " 0, luv, where is 
they sting in the four-mile hike home after saying ' Good
night''', a frequent.occurrence for some of our happy bmd. 
We were very well housed and fed in the Combined School 
of Operations, and our thanks go out to all of that gang 
who played their part so well in making our holiday so 
enjoyable. (Salaams to R.S.M. Locke and R.Q.M.S. Page.) 

Monday saw us off to a grand start in training, off at 
nine with haversack rations and (for some) a nice long tow 
home at midnight. It has been found that hair stands on end 
for an exceptionally long time. A bombing display on Tues
day followed by a day on the ranges in one of the hottest 
days of the year, tended to turn us a deep tanned colour 
which I previously thought only came from several years 
in India's sunny clime. Next came preparation for the 
Unit Scheme (and sports). My transfer fee bas not yet b--..en 
disclosed but it must be at least half a crown; they always 
seem to win when I play for them, anyway. " Nobby" Hall 
did his stuff chasing the cricket ball all over the field, but 
we won in spite of him. A two-day scheme followed and 
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its success surprised everyone; things went so smoothly, 
even our fun. T he " Q " S taff did their stuff and produced 
a very enjoyable meal just before we settled down for the 
night, and shortly afterwards there was that famous cry 
" Who's going out ?" What a war ! 

Wlith the able assistance of Sergeant-M ajor " Buck" 
Taylor, I proceeded to wipe out all the opposition on the 
dart board of the ".illage local. 'Twas too easy-no standard 
whatever. What a shame to take the beer. But being sober 
men of the world, " Buck " and I returned to our " bivvi " 
early, and thereby bangs a tale: 

In our front line position at Divisional H.Q. a bed was 
found by two, in a haycart stacked with new mown hay, 
under the azure blue (no, not the b-y sky, a corrugated 
shed). Anyway, in the dry. Amazing that no one else had 
seen the place, but there-who cares-we did. At half-past 
twelve there came a rush. A jeep with lights full on raced 
through the farm and to a halt did screech. With no idea 
of life at all, came hurtling from the jeep four fire-spitting 
fiends to vent their wroth on those whose virtuous life 
took them to bed early, in the bed they thought they had 
booked! Ha, ha, ha . " Tara " and " Tiffi " made the best of 
a bad job and settled down on the ground, having had 
their chances spoilt by the sprinting efforts of Sergeant 
Graham, who claimed the spare " bunk." After about three 
hours on the " busy," the fourth body arrived-none other 
than our 0.R.S., and be says to all and sundry " Well, I'm 
only a small bloke and I'm sure there's room for me up 
there." Without more ado, up he comes--or perhaps it is 
" that's where down he goes." Because, sure enough, no 
sooner did be come up than both be and " Jock " went 
down, and " Buck" and I went further up. What a life! 
Anyway, we stayed there even with the cart standing up on 
end, and I'm sure the Editor would't let me repeat the 
linguistic efforts of either or both "Jock" and our O.R.S. 
Every time the O.R.S. rolled over on my feet be got a kick 
in the ear. He got up for good about five ack emma. 

This Squadron bas its own Houdini- a man who lies 
down and lets a three-tonner drive over his feet, then gets 
up and carries on with the job. No names, no "Corners." 
We also have a D.R. called Cross who has ambitions to 
join the Royal Signals D.R. Display Team. I should now 
say " Once upon a time bad ambitions," because having 
tried a back somersault whilst on a D.R. exercise he landed 
on his bonce and finished up in Barnstaple Infirmary kissing 
the nurses good-night. I t's amazing that our "Chev" came 
home again with "Froggy" Royce at the wheel; it's doubt-
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ments continued to be met, plus the unplanned extras that 
crop up so unfailingly. 

KANTARA. To many, Kantara Detachment will convey 
little, but to some it will recall the welcome break in a 
tedious rail journey between Haifa and Cairo, or vice versa. 
To those it must be said, with a tinge of regret, that no 
longer do hordes of thirsty warriors rush from the trains 
yelling lus~ly for " char" and " wads," or what have you. 

Space bemg valuable, I'll say "Cheerio" now with best 
wishes to all serving and ex-Serving readers of o~ magazine 
from Kantara East. 

'fews' Mail. Major B. A. Beattie would like to hear from 
any ex-member of 1st Commando Brigade Signal Troop. 

Sport. The great summer game is as popular as ever. 
The Inter-Detachment Six-a-Side Competition is proving 
very popular and produces some good cricket. Inter
Squadron cricket, see Unit Notes. El Ballah Detachment 
success~~lly carried off the A.C.C. Base Depot basket-b:tll 
compenuon. ~n .I~ter-Tent basket-ball competition has been 
stai:r~; also md1v1dual darts, table tennis and tennis com
peanons. 

JOO 

ful if any other member of the male sex could drive through 
hedges with such sang froid. 

Some of our families and local Old Comrades came up on 
a bus outing to our Sports Day, a memorable affair with 
bags of grub and fun. T hey saw Recruit D rake win the 
high jump for the Squadron, and he has no regrets what
ever in deciding to come to our camp and enter tain us with 
his running and jumping, even though it did entail his 
withdrawal from the Olympic Games. It was only natural 
that the Warrant Officers and Sergeants won the tug-of-war 
events so easily, with an anchor called Churchill and with 
me pulling. We were lucky enough to be able to show our 
visitors around the Keyes Museum, a well laid-out souvenir 
piece of the School. 

I cannot close without mention of our two gallant Old 
Comrades, " Q " Bawden and " Zack " Baker ; they created 
an exciting finish to the Old Comrades' 100 yards sprint, 
sharing the honours with a dead heat and returning a 
time of nine seconds-it might have been nine minutes. 
W ho cares ! T OPPER 

SIGNAL REPORTING REGIMENT, T.A. 

(KENSINGTONS) 
August 

Camp t his year was a great success and we wished we 
could have stayed on for another week . We arrived at 
Canterbury on 10th July and were the guests of Eastern 
Command Signal Regiment. We should like to thank 
Lieutenant-Colonel Barker and all ranks in the Regiment 
for the way in which they arranged everything for us. It 
was largely due to them that the whole week ran &o 
smoothly. 

We certainly got through a lot of work. Sunday and 
Monday wen~ devoted to training by trades and to prepara
tion for Tuesday's exercise. The M .T . Pepartment, under 
Captain Downes, was a hive of industry. There were two 
operator classes, one learning the 53 Set kindly lent, com
plete with instructor, by the Guards Independent Brigade 
Signal Squadron; the others,, not so experienced, doing a 
bit of key bashing and 52 Set instruction. 

Tuesday we went out into the country for a day. H.Q. set 
up a Signal Office and Operations Room on a cliff near 
Herne Bay and four patrols went to North Foreland and 
South Foreland, Folkestone, and inland near Maidstone. 
This was a C.W. and Cipher Exercise, and a staff battle 
was fought over maps well known to those who fought in 
the Reichwald Forest. We were very glad to welcome both 
the C.S.O. Eastern Command and C.S.O. London District, 
who visited our H.Q. 

Wednesday, we devoted the morning to maintenance and 
post mortems, and took the afternoon off for recreation. 

Thursday another battle was fought-this time in the 
fields of France. We did not proceed so far afield, but sent 
a listening patrol to a position at Fordwick, and they kept 
check on some mythical armoured formations fighting a 
battle on R/ T. The information thus gleaned was passed 
over to H.Q., who were in barracks. 

Friday morning was devoted to maintenance and post 
mortems, and the afternoon to a photograph, here repro
duced, and pay. 

Saturday we packed up and went home. 
But not the least enjoyable part of camp were the off

duty periods. Unfortunately the weather was bad and we 
were only able to scrape in two cricket niatches. The first 
was on Sunday evening, when the Officers beat the Rest 
by one wicket. The Rest demanded their revenge on Friday 
but this time the Officers had an easy victory. It was a 
pity we did not have a chance to pick a representative team 
and play someone else. 

Most evenings were devoted to various parties. T he 
Officers' Mess had guest nights on Monday and T hursday, 
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The Kensingtons at camp 

to the first of which they were happy to welcome Brigadier 
Steward, Lieutenant-Colonel Barker, the Second-in-Com
mand and Adjutant of Eastern Command Signal Regiment. 
Some further guests came on Thursday. 

All three Squadrons had a party in the town on various 
evenings, and the Fleur de Lys and Seven Stars provided 
excellent accommodation, food and drink. Needless to say, 
a number of other pubs also were explored by small parties 
of Kensingtons, as also were the important ancient build
ings of Canterbury, notably the Cathedral. 

* * * 
Im pression of the first lecture received by a M achine Gun 
Officer on being inviegled into the Signal Reporting 

Regiment, T .A. 
" This," said Sergeant Hatton, " is a 52 Set." He paused 

dramatically, and patted the monster affectionately. " Any 
questions?" 

The only thing I wanted to ask at that moment was 
bow I could band in my resignation. But speech fused 
abruptly as, with jaundiced eye, I surveyed the cold im
passionate array of knobs, panels and wires. I shuddered. 
It was all too reminiscent of the diabolical contraptions 
used by mad scientists to bring Boris Karloff to life. 

"Now, you switch it on here," continued the Sergeant, 
giving a good imitation of a conjuror pulling dried eggs 
out of a hat. Immediately the monster sprang into life, 
and fixed me with a beady red eye which glowed with 
hypnotic intensity. Panic completed a series of short circuits 
up and down my spine. 

"Any chance of it blowing up?" I asked nervously. 
" No, sir," beamed my mentor. " Unless . .. " Suddenly 

his brow darkened most ominously. " Unless ... well, we'll 
come on to that later." This postponement of my doom was 
not reassuring. I trembled in anxious anticipation. The 
water on my knee splashed away, completely out of control. 

" Going from right to left," went on the good fellow 
remorselessly, " here we have the place for the aerial." 

"If I may digress for a moment, Sergeant," interrupted 
the Second-in-Command, " that in simple language is just 
the location of the base for the erection of the antenna for 
radiation purposes." 

"What's radiation?" said I, recalling Frisby Dyke in 
I.T.M.A. 

Here the Adjutant seized his chance. " Well, you know 
when you throw a stone into pond," he said, butting in 
with his favourite simile, " there are ripples set up." A 
gleam of understanding cautiously pushed aside the curtains 
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of my eyes. " Well, they go out in ever widening circles, and 
that's ... " 

" Quite unnecessary," interspersed the Second-in-Com
m~md with remarkable timing. " Carry on, Sergeant." 

The Sergeant carried on gallantly with knowledgeable 
references to audio-frequencies, modulations, atmospherics, 
power units, megacycles, heterodynes and all the rest of 
the 57 varieties. He poked and prodded all the monster's 
gadgets like a nationalised doctor examining a hypo
chondriac. Finally he straightened up in triumph and 
bawled, "Any questions?" 

I struggled desperately to switch on the power of ex
pression trom my mains. I didn't want to appear too 
stupefied. 

"What's this thing here?" I croaked, pointing with 
commendable enthusiasm. 

" That," said the Sergeant coldly, having completely 
mistaken the alignment of my finger, "happens to be the 
C.O." 

When it comes to being a success in the Signals, that 
undoubte<Uy prejudiced my being a signal success. 

BRIAN v. c. HARPUR 

No. 62 D.«t. SIGN"AL BEGBIENT, T .A. 

July 
As predicted in our notes of last month, we have seen a 

very busy and strenuous period. Our exhibition on the 
Race Course at Chester was attended by many people, who 
found Signal equipment very interesting. The most popular 
item was the wire recorder-small children and grown-ups 
could not resist the desire to hear their own voices. 

The weather was not very kind to us but all the staff 
enjoyed the work, showing off the latest equipment to all 
and sundry. 

No exhibition or show can prove successful without the 
brain, enthusiasm and bard work of the personnel respon ible. 
Thi applies particularly to our esteemed Quartermaster, 
Captain Mills, \.vbo put his whole heart and oul into the 
job, both technically and manually. The P .S.I.s who took 
part in the show are to be congratulated on an excellent job 
of work. Early in the morning the day before the show, all 
P.S.I.s who could drive were ferrying equipment to the Race 
Course from H.Q. and Squadrons, others were unloading, 
erecting the stand and working hard generally. By 3.30 p.m. 
the exhibition was almost ready, but work continued until 
9 p .m., when Sergeants Goldthorpe and Cornthwaite took 
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over the night watch. Wednesday mornin~ saw all the st~ 
bard at the job of preparing the stand for view by the public, 
and as the first contingent of people made their way round 
the Roodee we were ready to put all we knew into the effort 
of describing the latest and most up-to-date methods of 
communication in the Army. Once more our thanks and 
congratulations to all the P.S.I.s ho worked so bard, 
devotedly and with the grand spirit that exists in our Corps. 
Well done, chaps. A word of praise for Sergeant (" Abdul ") 
Goldthorpe, who brought in the crowds by way of the P._A. 
equipment; his "Voice of the Army" speech over the mike 
was a masterpiece. His well-conducted tours of the stand to 
parties of eight, nine and ten people at a time were also a 
fine example of his capabilities. In point of fact one gentle
man remarked that this versatile N.C.O. would sell ice-cream 
to Eskimos. 

Our thanks go to 0.C., Western Command Signal Regi
ment for the loan of equipment and personnel who helped 
to make our show a success. 

T.A. Annual Camps. No. 96 A.G.R.A. Signal Squadron, 
from Runcorn, came to Blacon Camp for their annual train
ing. The Chief Signal Officer visited us and gave the boys a 
chat on Army organisation and the Corps in general. To 
the delight of the T.A. personnel, the C.S.O. asked them 
how a camp at Blackpool would suit. The Commanding 
Officer welcomed them and gave a short talk on the history 
of the Corps. 

The eight days in camp were enjoyed by all ranks; periods 
were spent visiting the Signal Office at Western Command 
H.Q., a G.P.O. switchboard at Wrexham, and a half-day on 
lhe firing range, where some dark horses were unearthed. 
A day scheme was the highlight of the camp. This was 
conducted around the lovely countryside of Parkgate. 

All the boys were of the opinion that eight days in camp 
was insufficient; most of them wanted to stay a month. Their 
spirit and keenness was a pleasure to the Permanent Staff, 
.and as the pioneers of the new Territorial Army, we hope 
they will continue to enjoy every moment in the Regiment 
and to instil into others who join that same spirit and keen, 
willing way in which they set about the job. To conclude 
this epistle on No. 96 A.G.R.A. Signal Squadron, let us 
unfold the fact that the RSM. was heartily congratulated 
by all on his tea-making during the day scheme. 

No. 88 A.G.R.A. Signal Squadron are the next to visit us, 
and once again the venue is Blacon Camp. We are looking 
forward to seeing them and hope that the weather will be 
kind. A very interesting programme has been arranged, and 
to Major Mayne and his boys we say, "Here's hoping you 
enjoy your camp as much as No. 96 Squadron did." 

Another month has passed, the weather bas changed, brows 
.arc being mopped every few minutes. The old familiar cry 
of " Char up " is resounding through these four walls, so 
we bid adieu to all our comrades in the Regiment and the 
Corps. 

CESTRIAN 

No. 63 H.q. SIGNAL REGIMENT, T.A. 

Annual Camp, 1948. From 10th to 18th July our little 
commonwealth has been united at camp, and what an 
object lesson we could have provided for U.N.O. had it 
thought to send along a few observers. Our recipe was 
daringly simple: take a modicum of A.S.S.U., three pinches 
of A.G.R.A., a sprinkling of Special Wireless and Engineer
ing Cadets, add a soupeon of A.R.G. and Engineering GP. 
Mix well and allow to simmer until it has reached an even 
consistency. Then garnish with Regular Army Parachutists, 
V.I.S.T.R.E., Sappers, and A.C.C. Finally, flavour with a 
trumpeter from the Boys' Brigade, and an amateur Foreman 
of Signals. The result will be Haxland Camp, a rich and 
fruity morsel that will live long in the memory of all 
concerned. 
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The site was an old war-time Mixed A.A. Camp about 
a mile inland from the Solent. We had beds, baths, woo.den 
floors, a canteen, a concert hall and modern plumbmg. 
To the old soldiers it was an eye-opener; to the youngsters 
we trust it was not misleading. They may not always find 
such accommodation in the Army. 

Let me state here and now that it was mainly to two 
things that we owe the suc.cess of the ca~p--first, to the 
foresight of our Command1?g Offic:er, L1e~t~nant-Colonel 
D . J. Goldsmith, Royal S1~als, m obtammg-only he 
knows how, Regular Army assistance; se~on~, to the. \\'.ork 
done by those assistants. Apart from h1 ~1gnal tra~g, 
all the T.A. soldier had to do was to take his turn at .mght 
picquet (which included potato peeling! ) and keep himself 
and his barrack room tidy. 

Very wisely, the C.O. explained the position to the Regu
lars previous to our arrival. They respon.ded almost to . a 
man, and to our eternal gratitude. Thus relieved of domesnc 
duties we were able to get down to the real purpose of 
camp,' Signal training. Off du~, w~ all a;iucked-in together 
and were indistinguishable, which 1s as lt should be. One 
day these chaps will form the bulk of th<:: T.A., and we 
feel distinctly happy about it. . 

With the exception of No. 10 A.S.S.U., who by virtu.e of 
their special work, and by mutual ~gr~~ent, tramed 
separately, all Units joined together for md1v1dual and col
lective training. 

The first two and a half days were spent in trade train
ina the results of which were tested in two Signal Exer
ci;; on the Thursday and Friday. The basic tactical lay-out 
was first demonstrated on the C.O.'s pet table model in 
the Information Tent. This ensured that every man knew 
the overall situation and the full implications of his job. 
Intelligent interest thus blosso~ed to keenness and a s~ving 
for efficiency, with most creditable results. The assistance 
of four detachments from V.I.S.T.R.E. was absolutely 
invaluable. 

No. 10 A.S.S.U. were fortunate in having to assist them 
four Regular Army Tentacles from the R.A.F. Centr~l 
Fighter and Bomber Establishment. Perhaps Captam 
Nicholas Warren's proudest moment was on the Thursday 
when he installed a VHF Set in a R.A.F. Anson aircraft 
and much to the amazement of our junior service, it worked 
perfectly. As a result the Squadron had the thrill of seeing 
its previous training being put to practical use. A close 
support demand was transmitted from " Brigade " to 
" Army," " vetted," passed on to Bea~eu Airfield, and the 
Anson took off (filled with eager recrmts). The Tentacle at 

[Courtesy Daily Graphic 
A spell off from the ri11ours of summer camp. Brigadier Scott entertains a 

party aboard the Royal Sian•ls yacht " Certa " 
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[Courtesy Daily Graphic 
A party prepare for a lesson in airborne map-rudin11 

" Brigade" then became an Air Contact Team, Captain 
Fitzimons, RE. (our attached A.L.O.) acting as R.A.F. 
Controller, and the Anson was directed by him on to the 
target. After several successful bombing runs (dummy, of 
course) the plane made off to let the occupants see their 
homes in Winchester, Eastleigh and Southampton, from the 
air. 

Tribute must also be paid to the kindness of the School 
of Land/ Air Warfare, Old Sarum, who showed No. 10 
A.S.S.U. over their demonstration hangars on the Wednes
day morning, after which they organised a first-class demon
stration by our latest fighter-bombers over West Down 
Ranges. 

I seem to have written much about No. 10 A.S.S.U., 
partly because I belong to that Unit, and partly because 
the highlights of its training are easier to describe, but 
the fact remains that every T.A. soldier left camp richer 
in learning and in experience. 

" Jack " had no chance of being a dull boy at this camp. 
Apart from the nightly camp cinema, we had yachting on 
the Corps yacht, " Cerra," aerial map-reading instruction 
daily in a R.A.F. Anson from Beaulieu, swimming for the 
hardy (I nearly said " foolhardy "), two victorious cricket 
matches on the magnificent ground of a nearby Naval Shore 
Station, a side-splitting concert to which each Unit con
tributed one or more items, and, finally, a tabloid sports 
and dance. 

The last two items were to be our big " At Home," and, 
despite the shocking weather, a large crowd of relatives and 
friends turned up. Ten teams took part in the tabloid sports, 
one from each Unit, including Regulars, plus two Territorial 
Army A. T.S. teams from Southampton. The girls put up 
a plucky show in the appalling conditions, but the eventual 
winners were the Engineering Cadets. In this, as in every
thing else they did, the Cadets put up a superlative per
formance. They will indeed be an asset to the Corps when 
they are commissioned. Many of them were happy to renew 
acquaintaince with Major Finney, who, prior to joining 
No. 10 A.S.S.U., had interviewed them when he was 
serving in A.G. 22 at the War Office. 

The dance, to our own improvised band, on the Saturday 
night was a great success, and further cemented the bonds 
between the Regltlar and Territorial Armies. I refer especially 
to the Parachutists and the A.T.S. 

There was no lack of publicity. There seemed to be a 
constant stream of red tabs in and out of the camp. It 
is worthy of note that not a single bucket of whitewash was 
necessary to produce a pleased smile on the faces of our 
visiting V.I.P.s A Daily Graphic photographer was there, 
and did us proud. Then, for three days, we entertained a 
film unit which spent its time in taking shots of us from 
every possible, and unexpected, angle. Later in the year we 
hope to see familiar faces in the film of T.A. life which they 

THE WIRE, SEPTEMBER 1948 

are making for general release. 
Already I seem to have exceeded my share of space, yet 

there are so many things I should like to record : the 
horrified cook who mistook a portly pyjama-clad officer for 
a pink elephant; the Orderly Sergeant who blew our final 
reveille at 0400 hours by mistake; the Tentacle which (from 
the map) sited itself near a pub, only to find it was a super
luxury hotel; the C.O.'s charger breaking a tap in the cook
house. Memory goes on and on, sometimes rueful, most 
humorous, never dull. Shall we sum it up in the immortal 
words of Captain John Wheeler, "I was with you, Charlie 
boy.'' ASSULIKET 

No. 49 (W.R. & M.) ARMOURED DIVISIONAL 

SIGNAL REGIMENT, T.A. 

August 
After a very late start last year owing to our Drill Hall 

having been used as a detention barracks during the war, 
we finally kicked off in November with a recruiting "At 
Home." The necessary lubrication at 6d. per pint was in 
good supply, together with lots of free sandwiches, and the 
whole show was a great success. 

Officers who have joined us so far are as follows: Hon
orary Colonel, Colonel W. F. Jackson, O.B.E., M.C., T.o., 
Commanding Officer, Lieutenant-Colonel A. D . McLaren, 
M.B.E., Second-in-Command, Major C. H. Tilston, M.B.E., 
Major N. R. Bigland, Major G. I. Bray, M.B.E., Major V. H. 
Woodrow, Captain J. A. H. Bray, Captain J. L. D. Davies, 
and our worthy M.0. is Major J. M. Lees, R.A.M.C. 
Officers of the P .S. are Captain A. R. Brooke, Adjutant, 
and Captain E. Beverley, Quartermaster. 

Our P.S.I.s are R.S.M. S. W. French, who has just left 
us for posting overseas, and we welcome R.S.M. R. J. 
Green, from Northern Command (M.) Signal Regiment, 
in his place. S.S.M. J. Done, who is still singing as well 
as ever, is our Lines Instructor, Sergeant R. Graveling is 
in charge of wireless training, and our Driver/Mechanic 
is Driver J. Woodhouse. 

Many old faces have rolled up again, including R.Q.M.S. 
"Alf" Heminway, Sergeant F. Redman, of D.R. fame, 
Sergeant J . Williams, Sergeant W. A. Pickles, Sergeant J. W. 
Batchelor, Sergeant G. W. McGee, Sergeant J. E. Buck, 
Sergeant S. Spencer, Sergeant J. Feeley, and m.any more 
good types. Our 0.R. strength stands now at 55, but we 
are still hoping to reach the 100 mark before long. 

After some delay we eventually got our Sergeants' Mess 
and Men's Canteen functioning, and now they are both 

A happy group of linemen at camp. Left to riaht : Ser11eant Spencer, 
Serg .. nt J. E. Buck, S.S.M . J. Done, Seraunt G. W. Mc:Gff 
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flourishing concerns. We run thein ·as clubs and all the 
Leeds Royal Signals Old Comrades are members. We are 
much indebted to them for the assistance they have given 
us in getting us on our feet again. 

Our Annual Camp was held at Great Cowden Camp, 
near Hornsea on 18th-25th July. All our Officers and 47 
e.R.s attended. We were under -canvas and very lucky with 
the weather, and even luckier still in having No. 6 Royal 
Tank Regiment to look after us in camp. This they did 
very well, and spared no effort to help us in every possible 
way. Much hard work (and elbow lifting) was put in and 
the. week ended with e.xercise "Jumbo" (remember 8th 
Indian Division?) which was attended by Brigadier C. 
Childs, O.B.E., C.S.O. Northern Command. It was a pity 
that the newly-invented cable layer, de.signed with much 
t:are and thought to baffle the 'C.S.0., should fall to pieces 
just as it passed him, on its first trial. 

We returned to Leeds on Sunday, 25th July, to find a 
tree and· easy concert laid on for us by our thoughtful and 
hard-working Signals' Association Entertainments Com
mittee. After the ride from camp in the dry dusty weather 
many parched throats were relieved enough to be able to 
recount the happenings of the last eight days, much to 
the frowns and muttered threats of the wive.s present. Things 
were not improved when at least three Serge.ants' wives 
heard for the first time that marriage allowance was also 
issued in the T.A. Why do ·some people always talk about 
the wrong thing? 

We have closed down for training during August and 
start again 'the first week in September. Now we have 
broken the ice we will do our be.st to contribute monthly. 

l\"o. 1/20 (S.H.) AR.HY SIGNAL REGIHENT, T.A. 

August 
Progress continues. Men are rallying round again. There 

are still many of the " old boys " whom we should like to 
see joining, but if they won't come we shall have to struggle 
along without them. There is now a great deal to interest 
all trades and there is no need for a T.A. recruit here to 
worry that he _might spend unnecessary hours forming 
threes and marking time, especially if he is ex-Service. 
It doesn't take long to find out whether or not a man can 
fall in on parade and lo9k as though he belonged to the 
team. It is to be hoped that our present members will 
maintain their present standard of smartness when the 
National Service men arrive. They will set the newcomers 
a good example. We have an idea that it will be necessary 
in some cases. We thought of writing a paragraph about 
soldiers we have seen in New Street, but what's the use? 
When we remember the seven days' C.B. we had just for 
having one hand in our pocket we could scream. Those, of 
course, were the ·bad old days when soldiers wore their 
hats on their heads. Quaint idea. Let us turn to our social 
diary. The wedding of Serge.ant P. A. Hands to Miss 
Kathleen Mousley, for instance. This very pleasant event 
took place at the Oratory, Hagley Road, Birmingham, on 
17th July. Most of our permanent staff attended, especially 
at the reception. An excellent way to spend the day, believe 
us. 

We are no experts at de.scribing dresses, but beyond all 
argument the bride and her bridesmaids made a lovely 
pieture. We admired Sergeant Hands's skilful handling of 
the bride's magnificent train once or twice. Long life and 
much happiness to them both. Before leaving our Part II 
Orders Department let us record something a little more 
advanced. On 16th June last John Sidney, son of S.S.M. 
and Mrs. W. Hade, was born into this interesting world and 
promptly announced his hearty disapproval thereat. 

S.S.M. and Mrs. Norman Jones, not to be outdone 
introdu~ on 29th June Martyn Roy Jones, whose vocai 
accomplishments are at present unknown to us. He resides 

in County Durham but they say if you listen very care
fully ... . May all good fortune attend the.se new arrivals. 

Hard work on the part of Q>rporal Sheldon and his 
Dance Committee has resulted in ·some very successful shows 
in the Drill Hall. August is declared the " close " season, 
but we shall be back again with some good entertainment 
in September. We are already beginning to think about 
central heating, stoves, piping and the rest of it. Which 
probably proves something or other, if we could only think 
what. 

BARLEUX 

. No. 13 A.A. (.H) SIGNAL REGDIENT, T.A. 

. August 
It is a long time since we reported ourselves in THE 

WIRE, but then it is a long time since the writer has been 
so near the bottom of his " in " tray. If fact, if the per
manent staff was larger it would be most heartening to 
see the way the T.A. has perked up and got into its stride! 

We now have over 200 in the Regiment, nearly all of 
whom attended Annual Camp at Stohs from 17th July 
to 24th. Stobs Camp is just south of Hawick, in Roxburgh
sbire. 

To say that the camp was a success is to say nothing. 
There were five Units in camp, of which we were the only 
Royal Signals Regiment, and we led the others in smartness, 
training, vivacity . and charm (having a preponderance of 
A.T.S.). The great height of our flag-staff above all the 
others gave the right impression. 

The weather was not too good, but once the troops 

Plotting enemy aircraft at super-super-sonic speeds 
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Some of the Sergeants . Sunding : Sergeant Balgarnie, Staff-Sergeant Bissett. 
W.0. 11 Hoearth, W .0 . 11 Hendry, Sergeant Hogarth. Sitting : Sergeant 

Morrison, Sergeant Brown, a K.D.G. Ser2eant 

had replaced the sheep in the huts we were all quite com
fortable, and enjoyment progressed with the camp. On the 
first day there were one or two complaints about the food, 
next day none, and the day after complaints came again
this time that there was not enough of it! 

Besides intensive training from 0830 to 1645 hours (and 
to 1830 hours on some days) we found time to play off the 
Unit sports, run two dances, a camp concert, and to spend 
two evenings and a lot of money in Hawick, and one 
ramble over the hills. We recommend all Units to buy a 
good book of songs with music--cost about 2s. 6d. Have 
20 of the be.st known songs and one or two of the lesser 
known ones copied out on the duplicator, and then have 
a sing-song. The enjoyment is out of all proportion to the 
work involved, and there is always a pianist and someone 
else who can conduct and compere the concert and teach 
the new songs. After almost every drill night our song
sheets are called for, and the troops get down to it for 
half an hour in the canteen before going home. 

Well, camp drew to a close all too soon, and people 
started asking the Adjutant to wangle another week. How
ever, they have been promised two weeks next year, which 
is a good thing. 

On Thursday we had a Unit Exercise on a most ambitious 
scale, and practised plotting enemy aircraft at super-super
sonic speeds-the "Teller" not being sure of the scale 
of his map. Lessons learnt having b...oen discussed on Friday 
morning, we devoted the afternoon and evening to playing 
off the Annual Regimental Sports (won with great eclat 
by No. 29 Squadron, Glasgow), a visitors' tea party, prize
giving, and a really good concert in which every Unit in 
the camp took part. It being the last night, most of us 
were very tired, and all the officers went early to bed at 
about 0200 hours, but the sergeants stayed up, we are told, 
a little later. All they bad to do when getting up in the 
morning was to walk from the bar to their breakfast. 

Our thanks are due to so many people who helped to 
make the camp a success, but especially to Brigadier L. H. 
Harris, C.B.E., who inspected the Unit and gave us a very 
good " chit," and then stayed to enjoy the tea party and 
present the prizes on Friday. And also to all the other 
Units in camp, every one of which helped us out with 
transport or in other ways when we could not help 
ourselves. 

The only other item of news is that No. 32 A.A. (M.) 
Signal Squadron, T.A., is moving from Blairgowrie, less 
one troop which will stay in Perth, to Edinburgh, where 
they will be welcomed into this Drill Hall with Regimental 
HQ. and No. 31 Squadron. Long may they stay! We hope 
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Su ff-Sergeant Bissett 
{or " What the Army is coming to ") 

that all those officers and other ranks who have been waiting 
for a vacancy in a Royal Signals Regimen~ in Edinb~gh will 
read this and flock to join. Our address is: The Drill Hall, 
Brandon Terrace, Edinburgh, 3. 

No. l<t A.A. (H) SIGN'AL REGDIE~T, T.A. 

August 
The Regiment was formed in May, 1947, and is coi;n

manded by Lieutenant-Colonel F. J. ~ehn, O.B.E., T.~., with 
Captain D. Beatt as Adjutant, Captain (Q.M.) 1: Birch:ill, 
and Junior Commander E. S. Millner. The Urut consists 
of R.H.Q., No. 33 Squadron at Liverpool; No. 34 Squad
ron Manchester; and No. 41 Squadron, Cardiff. 

The permanent staff consists of the following: R.S.M. 
L. W. H. Crouch, S.S.M. R. Otterson, S.Q.M.S. R. Halford. 
Sergeant R. Brown at RH.Q.; Sergeants Kendrick and 
Hulme at Manchester; S.S.M. Reardon and Sergeant Breeze 
at Cardiff. 

Recruiting started slowly, but this has since made steady 
progress especially with the A.T.S. personnel. 

For the past few months many difficulti~. were encoun
tered owing to the lack of stores and tralDlDg accomm?
dation, but these are gradually being surmounted. Ow: main 
problem at present is lack of male Per:'onn~, s~ if any 
Regular is about to be demobbed and liv~ m Liverpool, 
Manchester or Cardiff, look us up; you will be more than 
welcome. 

We have had several week-end camps, which put us on 
the right lines for our Annual Camp which was held at 
Towyn, North Wales, from 11th-18th July. Most of t~e 
personnel were unfamiliar with the role of an A.A. U~t 
and useful experience was gained by all who took part m 
an exercise arranged by the C.0. . . . 

Besides being an excellent opportuntty for c;ollecnve ~am
ing the camp provided means of boostmg esprit de 
corps among the personnel of the Unit, and " off duty " 
we managed to fix up some lively entertainment in the 
" locals " where we were made to feel thoroughly at home. 

The 'whole success of the camp can be judged by the 
remarks of all concerned : " Roll on the next camp," and 
that in spite of all the rain we had. 

Now we hope to get down to hard training and trade
testing before the ne.'\1: camp, with plenty of dances and 
other diversions mingled in. 

Warrant Officers' and Sergeants' Mess. The Mess was 
opened on 1st June. Since then we have held several dances 
and darts matches which were a success. 

Throughout the coming winter months we hope to extend 



the so:::ial side of life. The b3r is ably supported by the 
members and led by the R.Q.M.S. ext month we hope to 
give you more detail of the Me:;s members and their 
activities. 

GRIEVE NOMORE 

No. IS A.A. (i\1) SIGNAL REGDIENT, T.A. 

July 
July was a busy month for No. 38 A.A. (M.) Sigml 

Squadron. On Thursday, 22nd July, the West Riding 
Borough Police Rifle Team, which bas already won fame 
in local shooting matches, came to try their hand against 
No. 38 Squadron. The Miniature Range was packed and 
the Police tried several " aids to firing " in the way of 
elbow pads plus a complicated arrangement of leather straps 
to steady aim. In spite of a " possible ' (five bulls) by one 
portly police constable, the Squadron Team narrowed the 
margin to one point. The final shoot of Sergeant Douglas 
was e.'Ccellent, but Signals lose by one po:nt. Afterwards a 
jovial evening was spent in the canteen. It was discovered 
that one police constable h!id been a D.A.P.M. during the 
war and was now content to pound the beat. 

Our monthly social evening was a huge success. Subaltern 
Fieldhouse arranged a buffet and dance, to which the R.A. 
and Cadets were invited. Corporal M. Scargall was con
gratulated on her 25th birthday by O.C. Squadron, and her 
health drunk in some very good port. 

Quite the biggest affair is our first week-end camp. A 
scheme bas been arranged to give the A.T.S. some idea of 
Signals in an operational role. A dance is to be held in the 
camp, music being supplied by the Ukrainians in an adjacent 
camp. 

And so to bedde ! 

51st (D) INFA.i.'VTRY DIVISIOI\"AJ, SIGNAL 

REGDIENT, T.A. 

July 
Aberdeen bad the pleas~e of the company of Second

Lieutenant D~ock with the Royal Signals D.R. Display 
Team for the tbrrd week of July. They did two displays 
at the Royal Northern Agricultural Show which were a 

great success and left the Aberdonians dumbfounded. The 
proof of their success was shown on the following evening 
when the Team did a special disphy as part of this Regi
ment's " At Home" to the general public. A vast audience 
of enthusiasts assembled up at Hazlehead as our guests. 
Considerable interest was shown in various demonstrations 
provided by the Regiment, especially all the contraptions 
and functions of the "C.V. Gang." A Line Party under 
Corporal Mathieson provided the inevitable spontaneous 
humour of the evening. A Lineman-who shall be nameless 
-failed to connect the hammer with the jumper oh his 
first almighty swing, and broke the hammer! A little bit 
of alcoholic refreshment was called for and the route was 
completed without further ado. These demonstrations were 
followed by the D.R. Display, on which I will not elaborate 
as there have been many excellent reports on their stunts 
already. And on this evening they must have been in their 
element, for the show was excellent and I have never seen 
a more appreciative Aberdeen audience. The Salute was 
taken by the C.S.0. Scottish Command, which was the 
signal for the Regiment to return post haste to the canteen, 
where the remainder of the evening was rounded off in 
style. Incidentally, the effect of the Display Team's "Blues" 
on the Scottish lassies was very marked! We trust that 
No. 1 Dress will not be long now. 

On Satl.frday, 17th July, the Regiment wept to camp at 
Barry, near Dundee. We departed from our various Drill 
Halls by M .T. on a lovely sunny morning, and everyone 
had high hopes of the weather remaining fine for the week, 
but, of course, that sort of thing doesn't happen at Barry! 

In camp were many of our old friends, including 4th/7th 
Gordons, Liverpool Scottish, 5th/6th H .L.I., 6th Camer
onians and 154th Field Ambulance. It was a great gathering 
of the clans, and we spent a very pleasant week under 
canvas. All and sundry did their early morning P.T., even 
though the effects of the night b::fore might have been 
rather drastic. On training, we spent most of the time in 
the neighbouring countryside doing signal exercises. These 
exercises culminated in a final one in which many of the 
Brigade Staff Officers and Regimental Officers took part. 

Sports were rather disappointing because the weather 
forb:ide them. They were scheduled to take place on Wednes
day afternoon, but it was pouring with rain when the two 
bus loads of families from Aberdeen and the one from 
Stirling arrived in camp. However, the N.A.A.F.I. produced 
a good tea which cleared the air considerably, but not 
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enough to allow the Massed Bands to play Retreat. This 
was most disappointing, as many of the kiddies had been 
looking forward to it for a long time. Perhaps the weather 
will be kinder next year. 

In the Officers' Mess we had our own party in our ante 
room on the Wednesday evening, at which we had many of 
our old Officers present. The Sergeants' Mess seem to have 
had a party in their ante room almost every evening, but 
their main one was a great success, practically every N.C.0. 
in camp was there, and the piping and singing went on 
into the night with great gusto. 

Alas, eight days was far too short, and hardly had we 
arrived in camp than we were going home again. We had 
all hoped to spend more time in Dundee, but perhaps it was 
well that we couldn't, for to quote my batman, " It's a 
-- awful walk b:ick at four o'clock in the morning." 

We struck camp and returned to our Drill Halls rather 
wearily on 24th July, having worked hard and thoroughly 
enjoyed ourselves, and looking forward to a good night's 
rest. 

Comings and Goings. We regret the departure of Sergeant 
Panther to the Depot pending a release course, although he 
seemed pleased enough about it. In his place we welcome 
Sergeant Beckley, whose number makes me want to hide
Catterick, '31, seems a bit before my time. Another new
comer is Signalman Davies, who decided that the Army 
was the place. He has taken over the M.T. of the Unit. 
What a headache! 

Salaams. Sergeant " Pip " Morris, ex-No. 3 Training 
Regiment, calling Sergeant Owen Mackay-somewhere in 
India or thereabout: Congratulations on your wedding. 
Be good now. 

SCOTTY 

No. II A.A. (H) SIGNAL REGIMENT, T.A. 

These notes come from Langham, North Norfolk, where 
we are already half way through our first post-war camp. 

The week past has been one of heavy rain and high wind, 
but in spite of these adversities and the added bother of 
leaky tentage, our spirits are right on the top. Our lads 
and lassies settled in to camp life remarkably quickly, and 
with them lies the credit for our having made a great success 
out of not the best of circumstances. 

Last week Lieutenant H. Ll. Daniel took the D.R.s for 
a run to Chester, where they were received as kings and 
given two nights' royal hospitality by the Western Command 
Signal Regiment. From Chester they set out on a run which 
took them around Mount Snowdon (where Lieutenant 
Daniel bought picture postcards for the C.O. and Adjutant! ) 

Some of our number were obliged to leave after a week's 
stay. Amongst these regrettable early departures was Major 
J. W. Hyde, who on the morning of his leaving was 
awakened from his slumber in good time by Signalman 
Dewar playing a rousing tune on his bagpipes outside his 
O.C.'s tent. 

At the Tabloid Sports Meeting we watched the fleet 
feet of our A.T.S. and saw the Warrant Officers and Ser
geants pull a successful tug-of-war against the Officers. 

No. 22 Squadron won the Netb:tll Championship after 
a close and well-fought match with No. 21 Squadron. 

This week we are looking forward to our first visit by the 
new C.S.0., A.A. Command, Brigadier W. H. G. Rogers1 
C.B.E. This visit will be particularly welcome to some of 
the older members of the Regiment who remember the 
Brigadier when he was Adjutant to the pr--war Unit. 

Two-0-SIX 

Corps Tie 
We regret that the 8/6 Uncrushable pattern are at present 

out of stock, and that Artificial Silk Ties have had, due to 
an increase in makers' costs, to be increa ed from 6/6 to 7 /-. 
Coupons are no longer required. 
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SIG ASSOCIATION 

Branch Notes 

Chester 

It should not be imagined that the absence of notes 
from this Branch during recent months bas been due to 
lack of activity. On the contrary, membership continues to 
rise and the arrival of Lieutenant (T.M.0.) Bramham, ex-
7th Indian Divisional Signals, has now brought the Branch 
membership to 175. This represents an increase of over 100 
during the past year or so, and we have set ourselves d 

target of 200 by the end of 1948. 
The Annual Dinner was held during December last and 

we were pleased to welcome Brigadier E. J. Murphy and 
our Branch President, Brigadier W. 0. Bowen, C.S.O. 
Western Command. The dance which followed certainly 
recaptured the spirit of gay abandon of Service days, due 
in no small measure to the energy of the M.C., Keith West. 
The approach of his bearded visage was sufficient to drive 
any slackers on to the dance floor. 

At the Annual General Meeting the following commit
tee was elected for 1948: Chairman, Lieutenant-Colonel 
W. E. Gill; Vice-Chairman, Mr. Colin Jackson; Secretary, 
Mr. Dick Ryan; Assistant Secretary, Captain R. D. Hardy, 
Treasurer, Captain C. Shepherd; Social, Mr. Sidney 
Pointon. 

The social programme has been a very full one and Sid 
Pointon and his merry men seem to conjure up at least one 
event each month. Having successfully arranged and carried 
through the Branch family summer outing to Southport 
on 1st August, we now turn our attentions to the means 
by which we can repay our friends of the Liverpool Branch 
for the grand show a bus load of our members attended 
at Signal House, Score Lane, on 17th July. 

We feel that these meetings with other Branches should 
be encouraged, and we hope to be sending out invitations 
in the near future. With more than a sprinkling of members 
in Wrexham, eleven miles away, we recently set off in force 
to meet them at a hot-pot social specially arranged at the 
Talbot Hotel, Wrexham. A very enjoyable evening followed. 

Chester has always been a centre of Royal Signals 
activities and we would welcome a visit from any ex-Signals 
or serving members passing through on the first Thursday 
of each month at the Cross Foxes Hotel, Chester. Through 
the generosity of the landlord, Mr. Harry Williams, ex
Wireless Sergeant of Western Command Signals, we have 
our own room, and the liquid refreshment is quite whole
some. 

Bristol 
August 

A large shop in the busy part of Bristol bas for some 
time been e.xhibiting a sign which reads " Great Summer 
Sale." Obviously the notice was printed some time ago and, 
before exhibition of the sign, the management graciously 
crossed out the inoperative word "Summer." However, I 
gather from the daily papers that other parts of the country 
are suffering from the same lack of seasonable weather (and 
I CAN read despite the fact that I was only a -- -
Lineman!). 

Unfortunately this month's meeting has proved a source 
of embarrassment to the writer of these notes-or " your 
correspondent," I suppose I should call myself. I know it's 
very bad journalism to mix the first and third person 
singular as I am doing, but you see I am still dithering. 
I had hoped to keep it all quiet, but somehow the news 
that I had recently been married leaked out and I had to 
pay for it at the bar of the " Old Duke " ! I won't say any 



more about it except that the Corps was well represented 
in the person of the best man, who acquitted himself in 
true Signals style, despite the tw man " old comrades' " 
reunion we bad the night before ! 

Now blck to business. I must mention the names of our 
Social Secretary (Mr. Ken Brown) and our Skittles Secre
tary (Mr. Rogers). They are really doing terrific work. On 
the social side all arrangements are now complete for our 
first Annual Dinner on 13th November. We do hope that 
some of our good friends who are members of other branches 
will turn up and see us on that night. Free accommodation 
bas been arranged for any who can come, and any further 
details can be obtained from our Hon. Secretary (Stan 
Wallen) at 47 Chester Park Road, Fishponds, Bristol. 
There are no stipulations as to dress-other than it should 
be decent! Entertainments are all "laid on "-and we hope 
that individual members will be able to add to the " bill." 

The skittles team are having another friendly at Congres
bury, near Bristol, on 30th August which promises to be 
a rollicking show, and we only hope our Chairman can do 
the same as he did last time (at least I think we ought to 
hope, but I know nothing about skittles and I can't 
remember whether be cleared nine pins with three balls 
or three pins with nine balls). Anyway, who cares-I don't 
suppose he'll know after a couple of hours at the opponents' 
alley, the "Red Cow." 

I'll let you Jmow more about the Dinner in my September 
notes-but in the meantime to all those who live in the 
district or are visiting at any time, our next meetings will 
be on 10th September and 8th October. So roll up and 
enjoy yourselves over a pint. The chaps from Bath are 
incredible in the way that they turn up so regularly-I 
think that they must enjoy themselves! All for this month. 

All the best and cheerio from Bristol. 
D.P.J.H. 

Birmingham 

I've got a taxi waiting outside for me, so I can only spare 
you a few minutes this month. To comblt a growing feeling 
of frustration, a marked disinclination to work and an 
attack of sun starvation, I find it necessary to spend two 
weeks and a lot of pennies at the seaside. 

Uncle Ralph: Nobody cares. Get on with it. 
Since writing to you last we have all enjoyed a few bursts 

of sunshine, but now that we have returned to the English 
national dress, i.e. golos.bes and mackintosh, we may take 
our normal dim view of everything. Or rather, you may. 
I think everything is fine. We have nearly a thousand mem
bers of the Birmingham Branch scattered about the 
Midlands and at least twenty of them-or perhaps twenty
five--<ame to the monthly meeting on 29th July. You will 
be sorry to bear that we had one of the jolliest evenings 
ever. The Hon. Secretary proposes to send out his Winter 
Programme in the near future. There will possibly be a 
reminder about subscriptions. This will not apply to you, 
of course. No good WmE reader neglects bis subscription. 

Uncle Ralph: Why you-
Me: Shut up. They>ll believe anything. 
As I was saying, after this the Hon. Secretary will feel 

justified in going ahead with his pruning of members 
" missing, believed married." The implication being what 
you think it is. I can never understand why members don't 
bring their wives along to our meetings. I have, of course, 
been told that wives as a rule do not " bold " with it 
whatever that might mean. We were glad to see Mr. and 
Mrs. Bert Harding looking well and cheerful after their 
holiday at Mercury House. You may not know that Bert 
has had serious operations that would have flattened out 
most people. Courage and determination, plus the assis
tance of Mrs. " Bert," keep him with us. 

The latest information with regard to the Annual Dinner 
is that it will be held at Catcswell House on 2nd October 
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and will cost you 6/ - per head. In strict confidence, it will 
be well worth that. 

Captain F . G. Davies is working out some schemes for 
your winter amusement. One of these will be the Armistice 
Ball at Cateswell House on 12th Nbvember. If you remem
ber last year's grand show you will not wish to be left out. 
Your attendance at the monthly meetings on the last 
Thursday in the month will be much appreciated by your 
many friends . The Crown Hotel, Broad Street. Remember? 

Honk, honk. 0 .K. I'm coming. 

BARLEUX 

Sheffield nnd District 

The I uly meeting of this Branch held, as usual, on the 
fourth Wednesday, was rather sparsely attended; many 
members were away for " Sheffield Week," the equivalent 
of the Lancashire "Wakes." However, about 25 members 
turned out in spite of the sweltering beat, which no doubt 
wa's why the bar did such a good trade in " shandy." 

Coming down to more serious matters, the chief item, 
after the formal business bad been disposed of, was to 
decide on the type and nature of the social evenings which 
it is clear are being eagerly expected. Loan of amplifier 
and loudspeaker equipment bas been promi'sed for music; 
and Major Stone, our worthy Chairman, and his good lady 
(who did valiant service in connection with the Greystones 
Dance earlier in the year, and ·whom we were delighted to 
welcome as a guest) are hot on the trail of a venue which 
sounds very attractive; our energetic Hon. Secretary bas 
undertaken to smooth the way for any licences which may 
be desirable for the success of the events, and several other 
offers of assistance have been received. 

For the rest, the Secretary, Mr. G. J. Oliver, of 80 Holm
hirst Road, Sheffield, 8, will be glad to hear of any members 
of the Corps living in the district who may be due for 
release shortly, and from any ex-members who may, 
perhaps, be unaware that there is now a Branch of the 
Association in Sheffield. 

United Model Engineers 

Any interested in working models of anything from a 
ship, both sail and power, boilers and marine steam engines, 
railway engines, carriage trucks, to aeroplanes, will be very 
well advised to communicate with Mr. 0 . S. D. Wills, late 
Royal Signals, at 13a Farnborough Road, Farnborough, 
Hants. (Telephone: Fresbam 91). 

The establishment on the main Aldersbot to London road, 
near the Queen's Hotel, includes besides workshops, a retail 
shop where some of their work is displayed. 

Have your personal copy of 

The Wire 
mailed to you direct 

Subscriptions for 1948 should be sent to 

The General Secretary, 

Royal Signals Association, 

88 Eccleston Square, London, S. W. I. 
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SPORTS NOTES 

H AMBURG DISTRICT v. ROYAL SIGN ALS (B.A.0.R.) 
This game was played at Hamburg on Saturday, 3rd July, 

on one of the very few turf wickets in the British Zone of 
Germany. The outfield was really good, but the wicket was 
natural and had too much grass on it. Hamburg District 
won the toss and batted on a wicket made soft by recent 
heavy rain. Scoring was very slow, and but for a last wicket 
stand of 38 runs the total would have been reasonably small. 
Captain Carpenter bowled really well to take 8 wickets for 
65 runs. The wicket suited his slow left-hand bowling, and 
nearly all the batsmen were troubled by him. 

The wicket had dried out considerably under a strong 
wind and bright sun when Royal Signals batted, and it was 
most unpleasant to bat on. Hamburg District won easily by 
72 runs. 

HAMBURG DISTRICT 
M ajor Don c Roberts b Car-

penter ..... .. . . ..... .. .......... . 
Captain Whlte b Carpenter .. . 

M~;pe~c~ca~~~ ... ~ .. . ~~~~.~ .. ~ 
Cae!~p'::n~::"'can .. ~ .. ~~'.'.:'.~~.~~-- ~ 
L ieu tenant T aggart b Carpenter 

eac!~nt~ar1c:. ... : ... ~~~~~- .. ~ 
Lieutenant Spurway b Car-

Prlv~~eOxby· ·~ · R~b~~·t~·;; · ;;.·~~~ 

ROYAL SIGNALS 
Captain A . J. Carpenter c 

14 Oxby b Howes . ... . . . . .. .... . 

lS S.~11t~S . R~~~~-t~ .. ~-.~~~.~~·s·· ~ 
10 M ajor F . A. W ainwright b 

Howes . .. .......... . ...... ...... . 
28 S .S .M . Vaughan lbw b H owes 

9 S.S .M . Nurse b Whlte ..... . 

8 
Lieutenant-Colonel J. E. S. 

Sanders c T aggart b White 
Sergeant Ovcrington c Taggart 

9 b White . .. ..... ............... . 

8 

2 

8 
4 
7 

0 

0 

L ieu tenant Recd c and b Nurse 
M ajor Edwards not out . ..... 
Sergeant Howes c Nurse b 

3 Lance-Corporal Stone c T aggart 
0 b Howes ..... ..... .. . ... . ....... IS 

34 Sergeant Tiffin b White ..... . O 
M ajor T . P. Saunders c Howes 

Carpenter . ...... .. .... . ......... . 4 b Reed . .. . . .. .................... S 
E xtras ... .. .. .... ...... . 2 Major E . S . Whitaker not out IS 

Total . . ....... . .. ... 136 Total ....... . .. .... . 64 

HANNOVER DISTRICT v. ROYAL SIGNALS 
(B.A.0.R.) 

This game was played at Celle on Sunday, 4th July. 
Hannover District, having won the toss, put the Corps side 
in to bat on a good Dutch wicket. Scoring was slow, chiefly 
because of the long grass in the outfield, which reduced the 
value of scoring strokes unless the ball was hit in the air. 
The total of 107 would have been worth about 150 had the 
outfield been good. 

The game had to be abandoned as a draw soon after 
5 o'clock owing to heavy rain when Hannover District bad 
made 63 for 4 wickets. 

ROYAL SIGNALS HANNOVER DISTRICT 
Major Tresawna run out . . .... 4 
Lieutenant Carter not out . . . 47 

Major P. T . S . Brown b McGill 12 
Captain A. J. Carpenter st 

Forbes b McGill .. ... .. . .. . ... . 3 Major Nation c Tiffin b Stone S 
Lieutenant Forbes b Carpenter 3 Major F. A. Wamwright b 

Rankin ..... .... . .... . .. .. . ...... .... 13 
Major T. P. Saunders b Read-

man .......... . .. .. ...... . ........ 14 
Sergeant Overington b McGill 2 
Lieutenant-Colonel J. E . S . 

Sanders c Forbes b Trcsawnn 20 
Maior E. S. Whitaker b 

Tresnwna .. ...... ..... .. .. .... ... 2 
Lance-Corporal Stone c McGill 

b Read man . ... .. .. .. .. . . .. . .... 13 
S .S .M. Nurse b Gruve b Mc-

Gill ....... ... . .. .. .. ........ . .... IS 
Sergeant Tiffin not out .. . .. .. . . 0 
S.Q.M.S. Roberts b Readman 4 

Extras .... ... ...... ... .. 9 

Total . ... . .......... 107 

Captain Stewart run out . ... .... . 3 
S.Q.M.S. Harding not out ... l 

Total (for 4 wkts.) 63 

RHINE ARMY RAMBLERS v. ROY AL SIGNALS 
(B.A.O.R.) 

This game was played at Bad Oeynhausen on Monday, 
5th July. Royal Signals lost the toss for the third successive 
day, and the Ramblers batted on a good Dutch wicket with 
a good outfield. The first wicket put on 77 runs, but there
after wickets fell regularly and the side was out for 145. 
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Captain Carpenter and S.Q.M.S. Harding both bowled well 
to take 5 wickets for 63 and 5 for 57 respectively. 

S.S.M. Nurse, who opened the Corps innings, batted 
aggressively for his 48 runs, and was unfortunate to be run 
out by a piece of very good fielding. It looked, at one time, 
as if rain might come and possibly cause the game to be 
al:landoned, but there was a slight shower only, and the 
Corps won by 4 wickets. 

RHINE ARMY RAMBLERS ROYAL SIGNALS 
M ajor Hillman c sub b Car- Major P . T . S . Brown lbw b 

penter ... . .......... . ............... 32 Bayley ....... . ..... ... ....... .... 7 
Captain H oward-Dobson b 

Harding ....................... . 
Captain Voller h it wkt. b Hard-

ing .. .. .. ... .......... ..... . . .... .. . 
Private D yas c and b Carpenter 
Lieutenan t-Colonel Easter c 

Saunders b Carpenter . .... .. . . 
M ajor Pctti r lbw b Carpenter 
M ajor Vaiscy b H arding ... .... . . 
Lieutenant-Colonel McConncl c 

Nurse b Harding . .... . .. .. .... . 
C .S .M. Alder c Harding b Car-

S .S.M . Nurse run out . .. ... 48 
38 M ajor F . A. Wainwright b 

Alder . .. .. ... ....... . ... ... ....... . 25 
1 M ajor T . P . Saunders c Pettit 
7 b Easter ....................... . 12 

Captain A. J. Carpenter c Mc-
33 Connel b Alder . . . .... . . . .... . 0 
14 L ieutenant-Colonel J. E . S. 
0 Sanders not out . .... .. .. .. .. . ... . 26 

S.Q.M .S . Hardins b Eas ter . .. 10 
6 Ma1or E . S . Whitaker not out 6 

penter . . .. . .. . .. .... .. .. ......... O 
Lance-Corporal Bayley not our 0 
R.S.M. Pitt b Harding ..... ... . 1 

Extras ... . ........... ... 16 Extras .. .. .. .. ... . .. ....... 14 

Total .. .. ... .. ...... 148 Total ............... 148 

2nd BRITISH INFANTRY DIVISION v. 
ROY AL SIGNALS (B.A.0.R.) 

The final Corps game was played at Hilden on Saturday, 
24th July. Royal Signals won the toss for the first time in 
this series of games and batted first on a slow matting on 
turf wicket. The outfield was very slow from recent heavy 
rain and morning dew, and our batsmen found it difficult 
to get the ball away. In spite of a good innings by Major 
Schofield, 8 wrckets were down for 103 runs, but the last two 
wickets added 50 runs, which produced the useful total of 
158, thanks largely to a useful innings of 30 not out made 
by S.Q.M.S. Harding. Most of the Corps batsmen were 
deceived by the pace of the wicket, which was considerably 
slower than anything they had played on recently. 

The 2nd Division innings started badly for them; the first 
3 wickets fell for 6 runs, and at the tea interval the score was 
25 for 5. The total finally reached 60. S.Q.M.S. Harding 
bowled very well to take 5 wickets for 34 runs. The wicket 
bad dried sufficiently to enable him to get some life from it 
with his medium-fast delivery. Lance-Corporal Stone took 
2 wickets for 10 and S.S.M. Nurse finished off the innings 
by taking 3 wickets for 5 runs with slow leg breaks. 

ROYAL SIGNALS 
Major P. T. S. Brown lbw b 

Grant . . ... .. .. .. ... .. . ......... . 
. $.S.M. urse b Grant .. .. .. .. . 

Major F. A. Wainwright c 
Elvin b Grant ... . . . ...... . . .. . . 

Major S. Schofield b Lerchiorth 
Lieutenant A. B. Roderick c 

Skuddcr b Killick .... ... .. . .. 
Licutenanr-Colonel J. E. S. 

Sanders b Letchforth . . ...... . 
Lance-Corporal Maloney b Kil-

lick ... : .... . ..... .. .. ..... .. . .. . . 
S.Q.M.S. Harding not out .. .. . . 
Ma1or T. P. Saunders c 

Vaughan b Lerchforth . ...... .. 

2nd BRITISH I PANTRY DIV. 
Captain Davison b Stone . . ... . 3 

9 Corporal Elvin c Maloney b 
20 Stone . . ... ...... .. ... . .... .. ... . 

Captain Porter b Harding . .. . . . 
4 Second-Lieutenant Welsh b 

43 Harding .. .. .. . . . . . . . . .. . .. . . . . . 6 
Lieutenant Whitehead c Roberts 

16 b Harding . ..... .... . ......... . 2 
R.S .M. Letchforth b Nurse .. . 9 

3 Sergeant Killick b Harding . . . 20 
Captain Wallace b Harding . . . 2 

I S.S.M. Vaughan b ursc . . .... S 
30 Captain Grant b Nurse . . .. . .. . . 0 

Private Skudder not out . . .. . .. .. 0 
0 

Lance-Corporal Stone lbw b 
Letchiorth .... . .. ... . . .. .. .. .. . 6 

S .Q.M.S. Roberts b Killick .. . 12 
Extras ......... . . . ...... 14 Extras .. . ... . ....... . .. . . . . 1 ! 

Total lSS Total . . ... .. . ••. . .. . 60 

llave you ordered 

your copy of 

Th. e It? i rt- !' 



B11r1na 
Ale1nories 

THE Editor is obliged for the following "Jottings" from 
an old member of " S " Indian L. of C. Signals. 

A large number of readers of THE WmE served in Burma 
during the war and many of the personalities mentioned 
are well known. 

* * * 
"S" (Indian) L. of C. Signals was engaged in a forward 

L. of C. role in the Burma theatre for over three years. 
There was never a time during this period when the Unit 
was not involved in some high pressure task or other, and 
as officers and men, both British and Indian, were rarely 
changed, it was a somewhat protacted strain upon them. 
It is of interest that apart from the establishment of systems 
in Chittagong, Akyab, Ramree Island, and Rangoon, the 
construction sections erected over 9,000 line miles of copper 
wire in the Arakan area alone. The strain of continuous 
effort under trying conditions was very largely countered by 
a grand sense <?f humour which always seemed to prevail. 
When in difficulty there was often a humorous side to it 
someone's leg to be pulled. One great contributor to the 
brighter side was Captain Bill Reader through the medium 
of bis pen, as most of bis satirical effort was directed towards 
higher authority it was of very popular appeal within the 
Unit! Higher authority, too, found much to delight them, 
particularly on the S.O. II and S.O. III levels. Although 
the events and persons providing the material for Captain 
Reader's work were somewhat local in interest, it is felt 
that WIRE readers, too, might derive some entertainment 
from it. 

Transportation difficulties encountered during the build
ing of a new four pair carrier alignment for 76 miles along 
the Mayu River from Buthidaung to Akyab inspired the 
following: 

THE ADMIRAL AND THE ALLIGATORS 
A SONG OF THE SEA 

Heave the mainbrace overboard! 
Belay the starboard tack! 

Midshipman Jarman, up aloft, 
Until I call you back! 

Stirring days and stirring ways 
In the good ship " Incubator," 

When Admiral Hoblyn put to sea 
To catch an alligator. 

So here's my tale, you seamen all, 
Belay me, it's a spanker, 
I'll tell you all that did befall 

When Hoblyn weighed his anchor. 

He cleared the port of Chittagong, 
His ship stood out to sea, 

He sang a song as he sailed along, 
"A sailor's life for me." 

The look-out cried " Man overboard, 
There's someone in the pani ! " 

Sharpe, the Bosun, looked and roared: 
"Avast! It's Mansukhani." 

" Shiver me timbers," Hoblyn roared, 
"We'll come and get him later, 

Can't stop now, or I don't see how 
I'll catch my alligator. 

" For what is that upon the right 
(or starboard) heaving into sight? 

I think I see the enemy 
Whom we have come to fight. 
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" Reef the mizzen mainmast up, 
Marlinespike the orlop, 

Send for Franklin, my first mate, 
And clear away the foretop, 

Pipe all hands, 
The Goodwin Sands 
Are hard upon our Ice, 
And dead ahead, 
As I think I said, 
Two alligators. See! " 

Hoblyn caught 'em, 
Hoblyn brought 'em 
Back to port in Chittagong, 
Where the alligators mated, 

As all alligators can. 
And today he's much elated, 

There are five in Arakan ! 

* * 
One of the next major difficulties to be encountered was 

the establishing of communication by the use of VHF 
between Akyab and Ramree Islands, and possibly Rarnree to 
Taungup on the mainland _beyond. A group of island~, The 
Borungas intervened between Akyab and Ramree and it was 
therefore ' very necessary to get up as high as possible on 
Ramree. The spot chosen by the D.C.S.0. had never before 
been trodden by the foot of man, hence the: . 

[To explain, there was no road along the alignment and 
all stores and persopnel had to be moved and distributed by 
river. River craft was at a premium as most of what existed 
had moved forward for operations against the Burma main
land south of Akyab. Anything that floated was invaluable. 
The D.C.S.O. Arakan, Colonel J. M. C. Hoblyn, had heard 
that a few new " animals" had arrived in that part of the 
world, small landing craft dubbed "alligators." With typical 
energy he went after them. Franklin, Jarman, Sharpe and 
Mansukhani were members of bis staff]. 

POTTED PANTOMIME 

THE BABES IN THE Woon 
or 

DECIBELS IN DISTRESS 

Cast in order of appearance: 
HOBGOBLIN ... J.M. C. Hoblyn (D.C.S.0., Arakan), 

by kind permission of Tom Henry. 
DEMON KING G. St. J . Martin (D.C.S.O., 

A.L.F.S.E.A., L. of C.), by kind 
permission of R. H. R. Steward. 

MYERS Myers (O.C., 2 Company), usually 
acted without permission! 

PRINCESS DECIBEL} Attached from Advanced Lines 
FAIRY MEGHOM Course. 

SCENE I. A Tropical Island. In the background, a Hill. 
Enter HOBGOBLIN, a dainty Sprite. 

HOB.: Well, here I am, and still alive, 
Although I flew my own L5. 
Now listen, and I'll tell you what 
Has brought me to this lonely spot. 
Right on the top of that high hill 
I'll put a wireless set, I will. 
The experts say it can't be done. 
I'll prove it can; we'll have great fun. 
Up beside the set you'll see 
A teleprinter, 7B. 
I'll keep a private aeroplane 
For going up and down again, 
And ten bridge meggers in a row 
Just to please the C.S.O. 
But what, you ask, is all this for, 
And will it help win the war? 
That I haven't thought about. 
We'll have to see how things turn out. 

Thunder and lightning. Enter the DEMON KING. 
What's all this? By gum, it's Geoff. 
But why the racket? I'm not deaf. 
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DEM. : Good morning, all. How are you, Jim? 
Tell Myers to take us for a swim. 

CURTAIN 
SCENE II. A Jungle. Enter the PRINCESS DECIBEL, 

attended by Gnohmes. 
DEC.: At last my Prince has set me free. 

The good Hobgoblin, that is he 
Who cut the line and let me out 
While Demon King was not about. 

Atmospherics. Enter the DEMON KING, brandishing a test 
set. 

DEM.: At last I've caught you. Come with me. 
I'll put you back in Channel Three. 

Sound of a Misfiring Jeep. Enter HOBGOBLIN, brandishing 
a towel. 

HOB.: Oh no you don't, black-hearted knave, 
This damsel I have come to save. 
'Tis all a part of my great plan, 
Like green hats and the Caravan. 
Princess Decibel shall not 
Go back to that accursed spot; 
And, though you want her in your line, 
Charged particles shall be in mine. 

Flourish of ringing tone. Enter the FAIRY MEGOHM, borne 
upon a Carrier Wave. 

MEG.: Now, now, you boys, what's all the fuss? 
No one cares a tinker's cuss 
If Decibels are in or out, 
So what's the ruddy row about? 

DEM.: But, Megg, we must have Decibels 
In every carrier line, or else 
We can't get any testing done 
(See my Instruction Number One), 
And, if Units test no more, 
How shall we win the Paper War? 

HOB.: All that's too technical for me, 
I like things that I can see, 
But things like this are not amusing
In fact, I find them most confusing
And ever since they let Frank go 
There's no one I can ask but Joe, 
And he's not here-but never mind, 
The Princess shall not be confined. 

MEG.: I think you both might very well 
Forget about La Decibelle, 
So let the luscious creature be, 
And come and have a swim with me. 

CURTAIN 
SCENE III. The Sea Shore. Enter, dancing, the FA:IRY 
MEGOHM, HOBGOBLIN and the DEMON KING, with a 

SHOWER OF HEAVENLY BODDIES. 
ALL (Sing): The Princess now is far away, 

We'll deal with her another day. 
The Demon's happy, so is Jim. 
We'll have a most refreshing swim, 
And then pursue Hobgoblin's schemes 
For putting sets where no one dreams 
A set will ever go, but still 
We'll get it there; 
We hope we will! 

CURTAIN 

* • • 
The creation of the D.C.S.O. Alfsea (for L. of C.) organ

isation, under Brigadier Geoffrey St. J. Ma~tin, for forward 
control of L. of C. projects clashed a little with the D.C.S.O. 
Alfsea appointment held by Brigadier G.eoffrey Bell, and 
Captain Reader could not resist the followmg: 

THE SONG OF THE HEAVENLY TWINS 
BEING 

A DISCOVERY OF CERTAIN MYSTERIES 
HITHERTO OBSCURE 

I'm Geoff and he's Geoffery; our christian name 
To your utter confusion is one and the same. 
We delight in bewilderment: all of you know 
That a Brig.'s never less than a full C.S.O., 
So, to puzzle our public, with unholy glee 
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Before C.S.0. we have added a D. 
You don't know what it's there for, 
And neither do we! 

But that's not the end of our riotous jest, 
No, no, 

By no means. 
Let us tell you the rest: 
We've arranged for ourselves that our nomenclature 
Shall be truly delightful vague and obscure, 
So while one of us calls himself " for L. of C.," 
T'other's "Alfsea for Alfsea "; no doubt you can see 
What the meaning of this is! 

You can't? 
Nor can we! 

Now go with the blessing of Geoffery and me 
(He's " Alfsea for Alfsea" and I'm "L. of C. "); 
You're well in the picture, or should be by now, 
Of the long and the short of these matters-

And how! 
• • • 

About half-way through the campaign some Officers' 
headgear changed from a bush hat to a kind of green .floppy 
linen hat. The following was a tilt at those four members 
of the Unit so adorned: 

A CLASSIC ODE UPON 
THE REW ARD OF VICTORY 

Sound forth the trumpets ! Let the voice of fame, 
Rewards of virtue and great deeds proclaim. 
Bring forth, bring forth the conquering heroes' car, 
Anoint the plugs-today they travel far-
And, through the plaudits of th' admiring throng, 
The proud triumphal progress urge along. 
And now, behold, the lords of war advance, 
With haughty grace and lightning charged glance, 
Each to his due reward, with beat of drum, 
McCormack, Foster, Myers and Tapson come. 
And what shall be the guerdon, what the meed, 
Of these so mighty both in word and deed? 

It's easy enough to answer that
Each of 'em gets a floppy 'at! 

• • • 
To conclude the Signal side of the article, a dissertation 

on the origin of D 8 Cable is appended: 
CABLE 

No Signalman is unfamiliar with Cable, Eleetri~, D Mk. 
VIII. Recent historical research bas thrown much hgh~ upon 
the origin of this material, and a few remarks upon It may 
not be out of place. 

The earlier battles of the British Army could not, it will 
be remembered, be successfully fought without large quan
tities of Line red, thin, though occasionally Tape, red, 
thick was iss~ed in lieu. All the uses of this Line, red, 
thin 'have not yet been satisfactorily explained; it has, 

- how~ver, been established that it was used, among other 
things, for keeping up the Army's charpoys. T?e latter ~se 
is especially significant, for it led directly to the mtroductton 
of D 8 Cable. The intensification of warfare towards ~he 
end of the nineteenth century naturally led to an mtens1fi
cation of Charpoy Drill, and it was found that the old and 
trusted Thin Red Line was no longer strong enough to stand 
up to the strain of modern battle. 

After much debate, therefore, and not without earnest 
heart searching amongst the great ones at the War Office, 
Line, red, thin, was finally deleted from the pages of 
the V.A.0.S. A ceremonial parade was held to mark the 
occasion during which the Commander-in-Chief of the day 
(Sir Wolesley Topey), performe~ .a solid ho~r's drill upon 
a charpoy laden with the tradmonal rnater!al, and then, 
to the universal regret of the Army, the ancient and well
loved lacing of their charpoys disappeared into oblivion. 

The new material, however, not only stood .the test of 
time but even obtained a hold upon the affecnons of the 
Briti~h soldier unmatched by its predeces or. It uses were 
numberless. It tied up pet dogs, it supported the Signalman's 
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trousers, it repaired his motor-cycles, it provided aerials 
for his amenities wireless sets· in fact, without it, the life 
of the Royal Corps of 'ignals might never have become 
what it is to-day. 

Of late years, a tendency has arisen for D 8 Cable to be 
u ed for tying telephones together; it diverts attention from 
the original and primary use of the product, which was-
and should remain-the encouragement and faci litation of 
Charpoy Drill. 

* 
Our writer was by no 

directive will proclaim : 
To : 

HQ. 14th Army, 
H.Q. L. of C. Command, 
Ceylon Army Command 
(with insufficient copies 
for all Units). 

* • 
means insular, as the following 

UNREST RICTED 
No. SFA/ M &D/1000000001. 
H.Q., 
ALF SEA, 
South East Asia Command. 
1st April, 1944. 

Subject: LIFE-HOW TO MAKE DIFFICULT 
I. This H.Q. views with grave disquiet the fact that life 

is rapidly becoming too easy for C.0.s of active Units, 
who occupy themselves almost exclusively with warlike 
activities to the serious detriment of the proper perform
ance of their paper work. It cannot be too strongly empha
sised that the Army's paramount duty is to prepare itself 
for a return to peace-time conditions, under which alone is 
true soldiering possible. In order to achieve this end, and 
to foster a growth of peace-time spirit, a vast increase is 
necessary in the flow of paper between· H.Q.s and Units in 
the field. 

2. A new branch of the General Staff has therefore been 
authorised, to be known as G .S. (Complications), with the 
following organisation: 

H.Q. ALFSEA - A Complicator-in-Chief (Major
General), who, in order to be confused with the Commander
in-Chief, will be known as the C.-in-C. 

H.Q.s Armies, Commands, a Chief Complicating Officer 
(Brigadier) as C.C.O., will be readily confused with the 
Chief Cipher Officer. 

H.Q.s Corps, L. of C. Areas, a Deputy Chief Compli
cating Officer (D.C.C.O.) (Colonel), to be .assisted by: 
G .S.0.1 (Complications); G.S.0 .2; G.S.0.3 (Complications, 
Ramifications); G .S.0 .3 (Complications, Altercations); 
G.S.0.3 (Complications, Pacifications). 

The Complications Branch Staff at higher formations 
will, of course, be disproportionately great.er. 

3. The Complicator-in-Chief's Branch will issue C.-in-C.'s 
Complicated Instructions to All Arms and Services. Com
plicated Instructions will be so worded as to be incom
prehensible at first reading, thus promoting an almost 
unlimited increase in unnecessary correspondence. They will 
invariably be framed by, officers not belonging to the arm 
or service to which they apply; accordingly, R.I.A.S.C. 
officers will complicate all Signal matters, Signal officers 
will be chosen to exasperate the Infantry, and so on through
out the Army. Combined Complications with the Royal 
Navy and the Royal Air Force will be directed by an officer 
of. the Women's Land Army, and joint Allied undertakings 
will be under the misdirection of the Inspector-General of 
A.T.S. Underclothing. Every effort will be made to incul
cate into all ranks a spirit of " paper-mindedness," and 
purely destructive activities, such as attacking the Japanese 
Army, will be limited to the minimum necessary for pro
ducing the maximum number of returns. 

4. To sum up, the purpose of the Branch will be : 
(a, To illustrate the principle that time spent on returns 

is seldom wasted. 
(b) To show that the pen is mightier than the sword. 
(c) To ensure that the usual channels never dry up. 

RJC 
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Sd./ XXXX XX Major-General 
(Complicator-in-Chief). 

THOUGHTS 
UPON A LARGE HEAD -QUART ERS 

Me and you 
Think this H .Q. 
Is one big laff. 
Not so the Staff 
Who work all day 
To earn their pay 
To spend at night 
On getting tight. 
And thus the laff 
Ain't on the Staff 
Of this H.Q.
But me and you ! 

I sometimes think 
T he streams of irik 
Which daily flow from here 
Would do much more 
To win the war 
If they were streams of beer! 

( To be continued) 
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PR IC: Ez O NE S Oii. LiNG 

THE SIGNALMAN 

R EADERS of T HE WIRE who served in India will be interested to hear that 
the Indian Signal· Corps are to commence publication of a journal on similar 

lines to THE WIRE, although h is probable that at first at least they will not be 
able to manage a monthly edition. 

The following telegram was sent to the Honorary Secretary, Indian Signals 
Publication Committee: -

" Message for inaugural number of THE SIGNALMAN. THE WIRE 
welcomes information that its old .traditions as a publication widely read 
by Signalmen while serving with the Indian Signal Corps before and since 
the last Great War is to be continued in the Dominion of India by a 
publication called THE SIGNALMAN. Very many of all ranks now serving 
in Royal Signals have the liveliest recollections of generally very happy 
periods of service with the Indian Signal Corps in Peace and in War. Those 
who have served with the Indian Signal Corps. are unstinted in their 
admiration for the Indian Signalman of all ranks. A copy of THE WIRE 
will be posted regularly to the Editor of THE SIGNALMAN. It is hoped 
THE SIGNALMAN will reciprocate with the permission to reprint extracts 
and extract news therefrom. Signed, Editor, THE WIRE." 

and in reply, a message, the text of which follows, was received : -
" Many thanks for the message which will be included in the first issue 

of THE SIGNALMAN. A copy of THE SIGNALMAN will be forwarded to 
Editor THE WIRE." 
It is understood that THE SIGNALMAN is to commence publication early in 

1949, and an effort will be made to e;i...1:ract from its pages any information which 
will be of interest to readers of THE WIRE. 

* * * 
The Band of Roya l Signals in Hyd e Park 

For a week at the end of August and the beginning of September the 
Corps Band was playing in Hyde Park, and opportunity was taken to go and 
see how Mr. J. L. Judd and his men were getting on. It was a dull rather 
windy afternoon, and there were perhaps only some two hundred people listen
ing, but the band reported a very great concourse of people had heard them 
on the Sunday afternoon and that the evening performances played to nearly 
capacity on the week-days. Despite notification of the dates in THE WIRE, it 
is astonishing that few members of the Royal Signals go to listen to the band, 
or if they do they fail to make their presence known. 

As always, the band were in excellent form and their playing was on this 
particular occasion very much appreciated by all who heard them. 



~olonel J. Waley ~ohen 
C.~l.G., C.B.E., D.S.O., T.D. 

ON 12th Jul , 1948, by the very udden death of Colonel 
J. Waley Cohen (affectionately known to many of his 

Army friends a " Koko ") the Corp lost one of its 
original and one of its keenest members. At the end of 
hi war service in 1945 he had held a Commission for over 
50 year , and be wore more than a dozen medal ribbons. 

Born in 1874 and educated at Clifton and Merton 
College, Oxford, Wale 
Cohen joined the Queen's 
Westminster Rifle Volun-
teer in 1893. He was at 
once attracted to signalling 
and on the outbreak of the 
South African War he 
volunteered for service 
with the City of London 
Imperial Volunteers, in 
which he initially served as 
a signal officer. Later be 
became Brigade Signalling 
Officer (then the current 
title) · of 21st Infantry 
Brigade. He was mentioned 
in Despatches and awarded 
the Queen's Medal with 
four clasps. 

From 1902 until 1914 
Waley Cohen remained on 
the · active list of the 
Queen's Westminster Rifles 
although for the greater 
part of that time he was 
seconded for duty as 
Brigade Signalling Officer 
of the 4th London Infan
try Brigade (the famous 
Grey Brigade). He left 
that job on becoming 
Second - in - Command of 
the Q.W.R. in 1913. 

He went to France with 
the - 1st Battalion as 
Second - in - Command in 
November, 1914, and re
mained as such until late 
in 1915 when he went to 
the 18th Infantry Brigade 
as Brigade Signalling 
Officer; from then until the end of the war he continued 

- to serve with R.E. Signals, and ·in 1916 he was awarded 
the D.S.O. for his work in the second battle of the Somme. 
In 1918, in preparation for the 1919 offensive, he was given 
200 men_ an~ sent to the South of France to provide signal 
commu_rucat1ons for the R.A.F. It is interesting to note 
that this was the beginning of Air Formation Signals. His 
knowledge of the French and his ability with their lan
guage was probably the reason for his subsequent appoint
ment a~ C.~.0. in Paris. In this capacity he was entirely 
responsible m 1919 for the communications of the Peace 
Conference at Versailles and, after keeping all lines clear 
for the announcement, he personally transmitted the 
messages informing King George V and other important 
addressees that the Peace Treaty had been signed. He was 
awarded the Croix de Guerre. 

Later .i~ 1919 ~e went to the Air Ministry to advise on 
t~e prov1S1on of signals for the Royal Air Force, and at this 
time be was made a C.M.G. In 1921 he became the 
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D.C.S.O., London District, and he played a prominent part 
in the formation and training of the Royal Corps of Signals 
units in the re-raised Territorial Army. The organisation of 
communications during the General Strike in 1926 necessi
tated a long period of whole time service. In 1926 he was 
appointed C.B.E. 

In 1928 he was made Honorary Colonel of the 56th 
(1st London) Divisional 
Signals, T.A., and he held 
this appointment until 
1934. He was then given 
the Honorary Colonelcy of 
the Lines of Communica
tion Signals, S.R., which he 
held until his death. He 
took an active part in the 
training of both these units 
and he supported all their 
various activities. 

During the early part of 
1939 the War Office ap
proached Colonel Waley 
Cohen no fewer than three 
times to ascertain whether 
he would be willing to 
serve in a Staff or Signals 
capacity if war was de
clared. As he had served in 
1938 on a corrunittee in 
connection with the air 
defence of London he 
refused all offers of other 
jobs outside the Corps 
when war was declared. 
Unfortunately he was 65t 
years of age in September, 
1939, and after some time 
he was reluctantly resigned 
to the fact that he was 
considered over age for a 
Staff or Signals appoint
ment. In 1940, therefore, 
he undertook to become the 
Army Welfare Officer for 
Bedfordshire. After a short 
time he became the Com
mand Welfare Officer at 
Eastern Command, and he 

held this appointment until the end of the war. Latterly 
his responsibilities were increased by the absorption of 
South Eastern Command by Eastern Command. Many 
regimental officers who served in Eastern Command during 
the recent war will have reason to remember with gratitude 
the Colonel and his welfare activities; it is said that no 
Royal Signals Unit or the smallest sub-Unit in Signals 
was ever refused welfare assistance in Eastern Command. 
In fact, there were occasions when Royal Signals Units 
with enterprising officers stationed outside the boundaries 
of Eastern Command receiyed rewards for their enterprise! 

He was devoted to the Corps until his death and he 
took a jealous pride in all its activities. His reminiscences 
included stories of subalterns (most of whom are now 
General Officers) and their ability to learn morse under his 
instruction. Although the Corps was his main and lifelong 
interest he somehow found time for many other activities : 
a member of the London Stock Exchange since 1895, a 
liveryman of the Drapers' Company, a member of the Insti-
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tute of Electrical Engineers, a life member of the Royal 
Agricultural Society of England and the Royal Horticul
tural Society. 

In the late 1920s Waley Cohen went to Australia for the 
first time. He made an extensive tour and became so 
enamoured of the country and its people that be bought a 
farm in Western Australia. He returned on several occasions 
for long periods and only later developments in his li~e 
altered his plan finally to settle there. As a result of this 
visit be became interested in the Fairbridge Farm School's 
emigration scheme and he remained an active worker on 
its behalf 11ntil shortly before his death. 

For a layman he had what must be the almost unique 
experience of being a member of three solar eclipse expedi
tions. He went first to a total solar eclipse visible in 1926 
at Benkoelen in Sumatra. He went as an extra observer 
enabling an additional instrument to be operated, and he 
secured successful spectra of the flash spectrum. He also 
helped in the general work of the eclipse camp at Fort 
Marlborough, which was an old British fort banded ov~r 
to the Dutch when the British and Dutch settlements m 
Sumatra and Malabar were exchanged. He enjoyed the 
eclipse experience thoroughly and he volunteered ~o he~p 
on two subsequent occasions. In Siam, for an eclipse ID 

1929, he made some preliminary explorations for a suita~le 
site for a camp while on his way back from Australia. 
Later at the camp at Pattani his military experience a.i:id 
wide connections in the outside world were of great assis
tance in many matters of organisation and administration, 
.and his presence enabled an extra instrument to be set up. 
Similarly he took an active part in preparing to observe an 
eclipse in 1932 at Mempbrimagog in Canada. His whole
hearted support of the many aspects of the expeditions and 
the work he undertook on his own initiative on behalf of 
them and the individual members were typical examples of 
his approach to his many activities. . . 

As a hobby, perhaps connected in some way, with. ~1s 
Signal training, he made a study of B~adshaw s B~m.sh 
Railway Guide and the history of the railways of Brttau;i. 
His knowledge was so complete that . no . man under his 
command or in his employ could un1ust1fiably make the 
railways an excuse for unpunctuality. 

He was a charitable and simple man. He was generous 
with his time and money, often to the exclusion of his own 
personal comfort and convenience, giving assistance where
ever be thought a case deserved it. 

During the early part of the 1939-45 war ~s. Wal~y 
Cohen and he devoted the major part of their house ID 

Bedford for use as a hostel for Women's Services. One 
"thousand six hundred and seventy-five girls were given beds 
during this period. . 

All people who knew the Colonel had _a great affection 
and respect for him, his enormous capacity for work and 
his driving power. He was the most. generous hearte~ of 
men and when he gave a tongue-lashing (as he S?metrmes 
did) it did not disguise the essential ~dness o~ his nature. 
A life spent in the service of othei:s will be a la.sting_ memory 
and inspiration to all who came m contact with brm. 

* * * 
2nd GUARDS BRIGADE GOES TO MALAYA 

On Saturday, 4th September, a large num~r of Lon
doners witnessed their march to Waterloo Station and the 
departure of two Battalions of the Guards. 

With an almost direct contrast in lack of ceremony_ and 
with practically no one to see them .off,. the Guards Bngad~ 
Signal Squadron slipped out of Pirbnght <;:amp en route 
to Southampton to embark in H.M.T. Em?ire Trooper. 

They had mol>ilised at Canterbury with the help of 
Eastern Command Signal Regiment and on the fifth day 
of mobilisation had moved to Pirbright. There,. after e!-11-
bnkation leave, they as embled, completed their packing 
and preparation. 
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Crossword o. 2 
composed by J. Riley 

ACROSS 
5. Half the Walkie Talkie. 
7. My friend consumed. 
8. The gun loses its he:id and tail . 
9. Hardly a writing desk. 

10. Often called for in canteen. 
4, 5. 

13. Our Lady. 
14. Tennis term. 
16. Seen on the line . 
18. Song of -. 
19. The Sapper become docile. 

DOWN 
1. Turnabout in spelling. Turn-

about in action . 
2. Small planet. 
3. Taking the -. 
4. Two to every boat race. 
5. An essential component of 

radio. 
6. Wire.less waves do. 

11. Meditate . 
12. Highest ecclesiastical rank. 
15. A means to an end. 
17. Ohen climbed or obtained in 

battle. 

Solution to Cro sword o. 1 
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Do Die 
Statio11s 

Tl1e Ar111y ra11. a Fu1i Fair 

SIGNALS have had many jobs in their long and varied 
history, but when the Army ran a fun fair at Catterick 

Camp in August the Corps came into its own. Aiming at 
providing a week of entertainment for all troops in the Garri
son, Catterick Fair lasted a week-from 9th to 14th August, 
and despite the vagaries of Yorkshire weather, was a huge 
success. 

Units in the S.T.C. all supplied sideshows for the fair, 
and among these were No. 1 Training Regiment's Chelsea 
Pensioner (played by S.Q.M.S. Kendrick). This was a 
laughable demonstration of drill in bath chairs--which, 
doddered Pensioner Kendrick, are to be issued throughout 
Monty's Army I No. 1 Training Regiment also mystified 
fair crowds with a talking robot-affectionately known as 
Eros--which displayed an uncanny knowledge of questioners' 
ages. The other stall from No. 1 Training Regiment was a 
special "Send Your Own Telegram Service," which many 
visitors used to send greetings to their families. 

No. 2 Training Regiment kept the masses from starvation 
with hot dogs--fried sausage and bun sandwiches--and in 
addition ran a rifle gallery to test the accuracy of customers' 
shooting. 

Pony rides and a mammoth slide were handled by No. 3 
Training Regiment, and No. 4 Training Regiment boasted 
an old time "Try Your Strength" machine, which proved 
very popular. No. 5 Training Regiment used a jeep and 
some ingenious wiring to arrange a "Driving Test." When 
the controls were operated, the driver had a given time to 
apply his brakes to avoid hitting an imaginary obstacle. 

The newest Regiment in the S.T.C.-No. 7 Selection 
Regiment-supplied a gaily decorated stall, which combined 
an Aunt Sally with the popular " Roll a Penny," seen at many 
civilian fairs. Pride and joy of the show was Fanny Adams 
-a beautiful pin-up painted on a mirror, which suffered in 
the high winds later in the week. 

National Service Officer Training Wing, School of Signals 
-formerly Royal Signals O.C.T.U.-specialised in darts, 
with a new angle. Cigarettes were prizes, and the stall was 
crowded during the week with unhappy smokers. 

School of Signals thought up a novel way to sell beer at a 
profit and constructed an ingenious windmill, on which cus
tomers backed the colour they fancied. H.Q., School of 
Signals Publications Branch brought their photographer 
along and as the official fair photographer did a roaring trade 
in snapshot souvenirs of the fair. 

Signals Theatre were well to the fore, and produced a 
typical old time melodrama, " The Squire's Revenge," which 
was written and produced by R.T.O. Cary. Nightly shows 
filled the theatre tent, and an amusing adjunct was the comic 
band which toured the fairground to bring the crowds in. 

Many visitors agreed that the fair was a great improvement 
on the previous year's event, and Signals contributed in no 
small way to its success. 

(The Editor has since heard that the fair showed a profit 
of (lf)er [.600.) 

* * * 
ignals Association Badge 

Signals Association Buttonhole Badges (or Brooch pattern 
for ex-A.T.S. members) can be obtained from the General 
Secretary, 88 Eccleston Square, London, S.W.1, or from 
your Local Branch. Price 2/6. Cash with order. 
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SOUTREilN C01'DfAND (M) SIGNAL 

REGIMENT 

Salisbury 
August 

XIV Olympiad. The Commanding Officer has received 
a bronze medallion from the President of the Committee for 
Equestrian Events in the XIV Olympiad in recognition of 
the telecommunications provided by personnel of the Alder
shot F.S.S. Troop, assisted by 146 Line Troop and linemen 
loaned from 6th Airborne Divisional Signal Regiment for the 
Equestrian Events held at Aldershot in August, 1948. It is 
proposed to have this medallion suitably mounted and 
retained as a treasured trophy in the Officers' Mess at 
Figsbury Barracks. The medallion bears tribute to the hard 
work and long hol!rs put in by the linemen before and during 
the Equestrian Events. 

Annual Inspection. On 24th August, 1948, the Annual 
Administrative Inspection of Figsbury Barracks was carried 
out by Colonel Mc. M. Keane, C.B.E., Commander 26 Engi
neer Group, T.A. He was accompanied by Chief 
Commander C. W. Hull, o .B.E. (A.D.A.T.S., H.Q., Salisbury 
Plain District), and Major E . H. N. Smith, M.C., RE. 
(Brigade Major 26 Engineer Group, T.A.). 

Colonel Keane inspected all available personnel on parade 
and then carried out a tour of the barracks. He expressed 
his appreciation of the standard of ·the sitting-rooms and 
of the A.T.S. accommodation generally. The Inspecting 
Officer and his assistant had lunch in the Officers' Mess and 
carried on with the inspection in the afternoon. Chief 
Commander Hull did the detailed inspection of the A.T.S. 
accommodation, kits and documents. Major Smith inspected 
the Q.M. stores and M.T. in detail. 

Promotions. All Ranks congratulate Lieutenant-Colonel 
(T.O.T.) A. H. Beattie, Royal Signals, O.C. Aldershot F.S.S. 
Troop, on his promotion to Lieutenant-Colonel (T.O.T.), 
w.e.f. 2/7 /46. He started his Army career as an enlisted 
boy in the Royal Engineers in April, 1909, when he was under 
16 years of age. · 

His steady promotion through the ranks of the Army from 
boy to Lieutenant-Colonel should make very interesting 
reading for all National Service men and all regular or pros
pective regular soldiers. The record provides an excellent 
incentive to all those who propose to make a career in the 
Army, and is one of which Lieutenant-Colonel Beattie has 
every reason to be proud : Attested Boy, Royal Engineers, 
20/4/09; posted to ranks as Sapper on attaining 18 years, 
20/10/11; Unpaid Lance-Corporal, 1/4/13; Paid Lance
Corporal, 1/4/13; Acting Sergeant, 15/7/15; Acting 
C.Q.M.S., 4/9/16; transferred to Royal Signals as Lance
Sergeant, 1/5/20; Acting Sergeant, 19/6/20; Sergeant, 
12/3/21; C.Q.M.S. (F. of S.), 23/9/22; Q.M.S. (F. of S.), 
20/7 / 23; W.O.I (R.S.M.), 21/11/29; appointed Lieutenant 
(I.P.C.), 1/4/36; Captain (I.P.C.), 1/4/42; Major (I.P.C.), 
1/7 /46; Major (T.O.T.), 26/2/46; Lieutenant-Colonel 
(T.0.T.), 2/7 /46. 

Things We Would Like to Know. How did Major Gray 
acquire the "Old Rectory" as an Officer's Quarter? Can 
he advise brother Officers whose feet are now sore? Who 
was the Senior N.C.O. pointing out the North Star to an 
angelic A.T.S.? This study of the heavenly bodies became 
all moonshine when somebody switched on the light! 

Corrigenda. An error was made in the August issue of 
THE WIRE Vol. 2 series, No. 8, page 230. It was stated 
that Mr. R. H. Tankins, B.E.M., had been employed with 
Royal Signals, Southern Command, since January, 1942. 
This should have read 1922. Prior to being employed at 
Bulford in January, 1922, he was employed on the Command 
W /T Station from 1920 until joining the Salisbury Plain 
Troop. 

Sergeants' Mess, R.H.Q. Since going to press in August 
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we have had several changes in our midst. In the shape of 
arrivals, we welcome Sergeant MacGuinness, from B.A.0.R., 
Sergeant Harding from M.E.L.F., Sergeant Stiles from T.A., 
Brighton, and S.S.M. Sweeney, of Airborne fame. 

We congratulate our late " Schooley," Sergeant Halliwell, 
on getting his long-awaited posting to the Southern Command 
School of Drama. We have wired to Sir Lawrence to look to 
his laurels, as the wonderful speech from " Hamlet," " Tubby 
or not tubby," given by Sergeant Halliwell, on our last social 
evening, was a thing of beauty and a joy forever. 

We presented the usual christening cup to Shirley Eliza
beth, daughter of R.Q.M.S. and Mrs. Softly, born on 22nd 
August. Very many congratulations. · 

In the way of entertainment, we were very pleased to have 
the members of the Amesbury Police Force as our guests on 
a social evening on 27th-28th August. A grand evening was 
had by all, and the conviviality was so rife that .one sergeant 
was observed to be showing his toughness by letting one 
S.S.M. stub out cigarette ends on his fingers and literally 
not turning a hair. · 

The Sergeants' Mess are battling their way in the hockey 
field, and with so many ex-India wallahs we boast a very 
fine team hut up to date we have not been able to beat the 
rest of th~ Unit as we have drawn 3-3 twice. 

Table tennis is very prominent in our indoor sports, and 
we are holding a pukka match agin the Officers on 7th 
September, coupled with a snooker knockout. We ~re also 
hoping to have a badminton match when our prowess 1s more 
obvious than at present. 

It bas also been observed of late that the blackberrying 
season has brought lots more frequenters to the hun~g 
grounds of the Rings. W~at will w~ d~ when the blackberries 
are finished? Pick anything that 1s m season ! 

We hear that the Orderly Room Sergeant, Sergeant Pricky 
Prime has been school hunting for his young daughter. 
Why ~ot put her to the tender mercies of our notable. Schooley, 
Sergeant Grant, Pricky? We feel that both parties would 
benefit. 

PORTSMOUTH, I.O.W. AND PORTLAND F.S.S. 
TROOPS. For these notes, Portsmouth and I.0.W. Troops 
are being combined. We needed the total 12 men for the 
recovery of a submarine cable across. Sout~ampton Water. 
The job is finished and now all that 1s left 1s the groans of 
the muscle-bound bodies ! . . . 

" Life on the ocean,'' by Pork Chop. " Wot a life! I JOm 
the Army to keep my two feet on the good old terra firma, as 
some foreign bloke calls it, and what happens? They sends 
us on the briny-a jolly sight more than the Portsmouth 
Navy! Not in big luxury ships or anything respectable 
like that, but in an old barge which some Thames bargee had 
long since dumped on the scrap heap. . . 

" The first day was alright. We set off ~right and. early 
full of the joys of ' spring' in the submarme cable lighter 
Britannic from Portsmouth. We wended our way slowly to 
Calshot, on Southampton Water, where the job had to be 
done. Well, the grapnel was thrown o"'.er and we s~arted 
to drag. All day we went up and ~own m th~ four drmen
sions sometimes all at once searchmg for this cable where 
it wa's to be on the maps, but we did not get a bite. There 
we were lying on the deck all day just like l;>eing on the s~nds 
at Blackpool without sand. This submarme cable b'.lsmes 
was a real ' cinch '-that's what we thought! 

" Then, dragging where the c~ble was not s~ppo ed to .be, 
according to the chart, we got Jt and ~ll the JOYS of sprmg 
and all the other seasons di appeared, like the beer from the 
troops' canteen on pay night. Within ~alf-an-hour we looked 
like very muddy versions of Old King .Nepnme t~at had 
been tarred and feathered and smelled like somethmg that 
the sea had thrown out when finished with and left on the 
beach in the sun for a couple of months. . . 

" ' Waterloo Road ' Monkhouse .was lea~mg song ter. m .th~ 
hold with the flaking party, while the I.O.W. Chmdlts, 
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Wallace and Hulme, along with Messrs. Moore, Boucher and 
Hall ably guided this writhing monster from the sea until it 
reached the bowels of the barge. 

" All feeding arrangements were in the hands of Se~geant 
' Paddy' Fitzpatrick who rather rocked the boat a b~t one 

.day by slinging up cold kippers ~n~ fatty P?rk pie !~r 
dinner! I ask you, ' When the wmd s a-blowmg and 1t s 
murky overhead,' that is not the best diet, is it? Still, we 
stuck it well and, doing just twice as much 'slave' labour 
as any other section in this man's Army, finished up bronzed, 
tired but thoroughly fit." 

Who said the present generation could not work bard? 
The men in these Troops have proved that when necessary 
they can work as hard as old-timers. 

Major G . Wray, M.M., was the technical boss and Captain 
J. L. Mcllvride was chief whip wielder for the slave gang. 
In fact after 12 hours' drumming the 20 odd tons of cable 
on the 'dockside they tell me he lost his voice for three days 
because of too much verbal encouragement. Still, that gave 
most of us a break, anyway, so why complain? 

ALDERSHOT F.S.S. TROOP. We are relaxing after 
three months of hustle and bustle on the preparations for 
telecommunications for the various Equestrian Events of the 
XIV Olympiad. Our efforts appear to have been well .~orth 
while judging by the many pats on the back a.nd the W;ll 
done, Signals" from all sources. We take ~h~s. oppor~umty 
of thanking all those of the 6th Airborne D1V1S1onal Signals 
and 146 Line Troop who assisted in making these shows such 
a success. 

We publish herewith the history to date of our third oldest 
soldier: -No. 2306082 Signalmart (Local C.S.M.) Brown, 1. 
Born August, 1886, present age 62. Enlisted R.E.s as a boy 
1902. Served with "K" Telegraph Company fron;i 19~-
1914. Discharged to pension June, 192?. Re-;enlisted m 
Royal Signals (S.R.), September, 1939, sull servmg. 1:0.tal 
service to date, 32 years. Medals, M .B.E., 1914 Star, Bnn.sh 
War 1918, Victory, Defence 1939-1945, General Service 
1939-1945, and Long Service and Good Conduct Medal. 
Mentioned in despatches, 1914-1918 War. John Brown~ 
probab~y the pro'.ld di tin~on of being the only servmg 
member of the old " K " Telegraph Compan . . 

C.S.M. J. Brown 
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PORTLAND TROOP. With the exodus of Group 76 we 
are now thoroughly depleted, and in fact the Civilian Staff 
outnumber the Military Personnel by one. The civilians are, 
by the way, in case anyone should remember them: Messrs. 
Groves, Butcher and Watts (operators), Kinson (ex Gibraltar 
and Malta, electrician fitter) and Bctrtlett (lineman), all ex
Signals. 

We are pleased to see Sergeant Slater become a member 
of the Sergeants' Mess at last and hope that he will remain 
with us for some time to come. 

The Troop bad a surprise visit from ex-Sergeant Jones 
(with the Troop for four years during the war), who is on 
holiday here. This resulted in a minor reunion of ex-wartime 
members of the Troop, when a good time was had. 

R.H.Q. A.T.S. On 24th August, 1948, we had our Annual 
Administrative Inspection, which was carried out (on the 
A.T.S. side) by our A.D.A.T.S. from Salisbury Plain 
District, Chief Commander C. W. Hull, O.B.E. All auxiliaries 
are to be congratulated on the fine show that was put up in 
every respect. 

The Military Personnel of this Unit and the A.T.S. are 
getting together at last, and it is a very usual thing to see 
the fellows and girls tripping the light fantastic in the 
N.A.A.F.I. every Monday and Wednesday night also enjoying 
various spontaneous turns given by members. May these 
"get-togethers "continue. 

A stated in. the last issue, toy-making for the Y.W.C.A. 
Christmas Fair1 is still going strong, and some very weird 
and wonderful efforts have been produced. 

We congratulate Subaltern Roe on her promotion to Junior 
Commander, although we are very sorry she has been posted 
to Scottish Command (M) Signal Regiment as a result. 
Our loss is certainly their gain. We are are also sorry that 
our Orderly Room corporal, Corporal Newman, has decided 
to go in for recruiting, also our famous military documents 
clerk Private Daines, is being cross-posted to London. We 
shall miss them both very much, both from the Orderly.Room 
and from our social and sports life. 

In the sports section of our community life we are still 
battling on with hockey, tennis, badminton and rounders. 
We received our coup de grace in rounders, when Command 
Headquarters Signal Troop, Wilton, knocked us out of the 
knockout tournament. Congratulations, and here's to our 
next meeting at net ball. 

ALDERSHOT DISTRICT SIGNAL TROOP A.T.S. 
In the past month we have extended a hand of welcome to 
Subaltern D. C. Harris, our new D.S.O., who has recently 
returned from H.Q. B.A.0.R., and has taken charge of the 
A.T.S. Signals here in Aldershot, though, of course, our O.C. 
Troop is still Captain Judge. 

Some weeks ago we regretfully bade farewell to Subaltern 
V. Leach, who is now serving in Germany. We send her our 
very best wishes and wish her luck in her new Unit. 

Romance has been blooming in the Troop this summer 
and we wish every happiness to Sergeant Hopton (nee 
Kidner) who was married to Sergeant Desmond Hopton, of 
the Royal Army Dental Corps on 17th July, the bridesmaid 
being our Private Pat Stone. Mrs. Hopton has now taken up 
her duties as a housewife. 

We also wish happiness for the future to Sergeant Doris 
Roe (nee Woollard), who was married on 1st August to 
Sergeant Frederick Roe, of the Paratroop Regiment. Sergeant 
Doris Roe has been on Aldershot Military Exchange for the 
past five years (surely a record for the A.T.S.? ) and risen 
from private to sergeant. It is with many regrets that we 
see her leave for a posting to the T.A. in Wanstead. She 
is hoping to join her husband in Austria next year. 

What is the glamour about the Parachute Regiment? It 
must be those red berets. Private Joyce Hawkins (nee 
Southard) was married to Private Hawkins, of the Parachute 
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Regiment, on 21st August. We wish them both the best of 
luck. 

We have recently welcomed two new N.C.0.s from Didcot, 
namely, Corporal Eileen Edward-Jones, known to us as 
" Paddy," and Lance-Corporal Dorothy Fairbrother. 

The Troop have enjoyed many games of net ball in the 
past months against" B" Company A.T.S. and our" rivals," 
the G.P.O. switchboard operators from Aldershot Exchange. 
Most recent of these matches was played on 25th August 
versus "B" Company, who won with 21 goals to 18. We 
hope to play them at table tennis on 1st September, and 
four of us will be competing in the Individual Aldershot 
District Tournament on 6th September. 

We certainly do not lack entertainment in Aldershot, as 
the town itself boasts five cinemas, one music hall and a 
theatre which has an excellent repertory company. In the 
past few weeks they have put on such plays as Somerset 
Maugham's "Jane," Patrick Hamilton's "Rope," this week 
"Tony Draws a Horse," and next week Gordon Harker as 
guest artiste in his old part in" Saloon Bar." 

On 26th August Subaltern Harris took eight of us to 
witness the Passing-out Parade of the new A.T.S. recruits at 
the Training Centre in Guildford, with the Band of the 
Parachute Regiment playing for them (those red berets 
again!). It only lasted 30 minutes but was an impressive 
sight. 

THE STllANGEll 

A stranger, alone in a strange town, am I; 
Stark, leafless trees against an unfriendly sky, 
And a chill wind moaning down the empty street 
Proclaim my loneliness. No more do I meet 
Kind, friendly faces, answering smiles, 
For these are long unending miles 
Away. There are only my footsteps on the cobbled way, 
Beneath the sky's unquiet clouded grey. 
The black crouched shadow of the city wall 
Rises from the dark; sounds of the church bells fall 
On the cold damp air; from the castle's high rampart 
The moon strikes sullen gleams from the moat's black heart. 
Alone am I; these rows of barred and bolted doors, 
These people passing without a pause, 
Intent on their own affairs, and hurrying home, 
Make me feel my loneliness. No welcome 
Is here. The clock tower looms forbidding against a stormy 

sky. 
A stranger, alone in a strange town, am I. 

DIDCOT DETACHMENT A.T.S. Congratulations to 
Lance-Corporals Fairbrother and Kelsall on their promotions. 
We wish them luck. 

Didcot Depot Sports. This . was definitely the event of 
the month and, in spite of the fact that it had been raining 
for a week, it cleared up as the great day dawned and every
one looked forward with great anticipation to the coming 
proceedings. Although the Signals did not take part in any 
of the sports, they were a great help on the side-shows and 
stalls. Corporal Hanlon was in charge of " Try your luck " 
stall, and many others were flogging or selling fancy paper 
hats and balloons and, needless to say, the whole thing was 
a great success. 

Entertainments. From the show at the latest dance, which 
most of the Section attended, I would say that the Entertain
ments Committee were definitely suffering from lack of 
support. Lance-Corporal Fairbrother seems to have been 
their mainstay, but unfortunately she was posted on promo
tion. 

Last, but not least, we had a visit from " Monty"; no, not 
the Field Marshal Montgomery- Private Monty Gilbert, an 
ex-Didcot Wallah now serving with B.A.O.R. Her very 
attractive beret caused a great deal of comment, and the 
Civilians as well as the Military agree that the latter look 
much smarter on the A.T.S. 
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COMMAND H .Q. A.T.S. TROOP. 

KEEP YOUR TEMPER 

There's nothing that can make a day 
More full of pain or discontent 

Than when you let your temper fray, 
And say harsh things you never meant. 

Though disappointments come along, 
In things both great and small, 

Others may be in the wrong, 
But bad temper never helps at all. 

By you it's soon forgotten, yet, 
If you have hurt them, other folk 

Will find it harder to forget 
Those foolish, hasty words you spoke. 

Although you may apologise, 
That does not always make amends; 

You'll teach yourself, if you are wise, 
To keep your temper and your friends. 

BICESTER A.T.S. TROOP. 
You see Signals Girls where e'er you may go, 
But none so cheery as at Bicester 260. 
You never see them without a bright smile, 
Singing and joking with you all the while. 
And when they're out walking their troubles they hide, 
As briskly they walk with what you call pride. 
They are proud of the stars they wear on their dress, 
And without their Jimmy they'd be in a mess. 
By him you distinguish the Signal Corps, 
He has probably been through many a war, 
And when you see him upon their chest, 
He is always shining and looking his best. 
So if you happen to come our way, 
You can be sure you'll enjoy your stay, 
And if you want things done pretty snappy, 
We will do our best to make you happy. 

ROYAL SIGNALS DISPLAY 
AT WDIBLEDON STADIU:H 

I T is perhaps not generally known that Major-General 
R. 'F. H. Nalder, c .B., O.B.E., is Director of Welfare of 

the Army Cadet Force. . . 
The giving of the Royal Signals Motor Cycle Display 

before the dirt track riding at Wimbledon Stadium was an 
occasion of which he took advantage to organise a collec
tion in aid of the welfare funds of the Army Cadet Force 
Association. The collection was taken by members of No. 2 
County of London Cadet Battalion, which being affiliated 
to No. 23 (S.) Corps Signals at Fulham House, is one 
of the few, if not the only Csdet Battalion, who wear the 
uniform of Royal Signals. . . 

As it was a hot night the display team were m shirt 
sleeves and looked very mart with whire hirts over their 
normal blue breeches and boots. They gave a most admirable 
display, including several individual items which had not 
been seen by the writer before. 

The 1948 team seem to have got backward riding to a 
finer art than in any previous year. Certainly their control 
of the Triumph Tiger impressed even the most hardened 
speedway fans. . 

General Nalder informs us that the sum realised for 
the Welfare Fund of the Army Cadet Force Association 
was £92. 
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DufBeBag 
by Peter :i.fatthews 

WITH the hall full to capacity, the lights go down and 
another session of " Duffie Bag " is on the air. The 

Artie Shaw Orchestra is playing the opening bars of the 
theme tune, " The Glider," and the compere announces that 
this is another programme of records played at your request. 

No, tills is not a broadcasting studio, but the Music Room 
of No. 4 Training Regiment's Education Centre. Alternate 
Tuesdays, the boys and girls from Shaiba Lines gather 
here to listen to their favourite bands and music being 
played. The idea is to follow the lines of a radio programme 
to a rugh degree, complete with a very able assistant 
changing the records, while the compere introduces each 
request over the microphone. Not for No. 4 Training 
Regiment is there the normal " name the record and put it 
on " technique, but rather the smooth confident friendliness 
of the professional "disc-jockey." 

The idea was the brai.q-child of Sergeants Pat Foster 
and Brian Chambers, and was started almost two years 
ago. The original was, of course, the popular American 
Forces Network feature that went on the air each night to 
play the request tunes of the troops stationed in Germany 
during the war. 

More than a hundred requests are received by the pro
ducer each week, and these come from the troops at No. 4 
Training Regiment as well as the trainees at A.T.S . Signal 
Training Wing. Of these requests, about twenty are played 
at each session, making up the 90-minute programme. They 
are a selection from many tastes--one moment it's Tommy 
Dorsey, while the next it may be Thomas Beecham. It 
might be a Bach Toccata followed by Pru! Harris intro
ducing ms Dark Town Poker Club. The programme caters 
for all of its "fans," and there is no laid-down policy, 
except that a good cross section of the music requested is 
played at each session. 

A.T.S. Private Moira Desmond, of Glasgow, hadn't been 
Jong in Catterick, but she thought that this was a " good 
idea, and I shall certainly try to get here for every pro
gramme." Similar was the opinion of Margaret Boyle, from 
Shrewsbury: " I think that this is an original and enter
taining way of putting on a recod programme, although I 
do think it is inclined to be rather crowded," said Private 
Boyle. 

Producer-compere Pat Foster was of the opinion that this 
was only a start of something bigger and better. "We do try 
to give the people the sort of music that they want to hear, 
instead of a set programme chosen by the organiser," he 
said. "We select, from the hundred or so requests, what we 
think is a fairly representative programme," he went on, " and 
publish the list a few days prior to the session. Then they 
know whether their request is going to be played at that 
programme, and along they come to hear it. If they aren'.t 
so lucky they still come along, because every programme 1 

bound to have some of their favourites in it." 
On the question of supplies of record , Sergeant Foster 

revealed that there was a system of exchange and loan in 
Catterick among the swing fans and such. 

Requests that are not in the Unit's record library are 
borrowed from a loyal supporter, or from another Unit, for 
the occasion. " We are not often stumped for a recording," 
said Foster. 

For the initiative of these two N.C.0.s there is the reward 
that they are giving pleasure to a great ?~mber of people ea~h 
week. This is a first-class way of givmg them the music 
that they want to hear, whether it is classical, swing, opera, 
Dixie-land, or just the usual dance rune of the day. 

As the programme came to an end with the Glenn Miller 
Orchestra playing " Slumber Song," we left Duffie Bag, with 
its " Studio A" atmosphere, until the next programme in a 
fortnight's rime. 
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THE Sf'llOOL OF SIG1 ·.\LS 

After a regrettable absence from THE WIRE, we cannot hope 
to comment on so many pa t events, arrivals and departures. 
However, we could not have chosen a more eventful month 
for our re-entry. The annual\ sports meeting, with Colonel 
G. . O'N. Power, C.B.E., as Ghief Field Judge, was an 
extremely successful affair on which a great deal of 
entbu iasm was e.xpended with l!Xcellent results. 

The keener athletes had been practising in the evenings 
and many a muscle softened in the lecture room had cried 
in agony at this harsh treatment. The big day was unbeliev
ably bright (yes, we are still in Catterick ! ). There were three 
teams-M.T., ignals and Administrative Wings. No 
records were set up or even approached, but a good showing 
in times and distances oroved that we have the talent. Out-
tanding performances were the Three Miles, won by 

Sergeant Mudge for the second year in succession (that will 
show the youngster , George) and Captain Holifield's 440 
Yards and 880 Yards wins. There is not space to tell of 
the long fought duel in the High Jump, how the A.T.S. 
turned out to take their share in making the day a success, 
or of the catering arrangements and the vast quantities of 
food consumed. Mention must, however, be made of the Old 
Soldiers' Race. After a great deal of haggling about Boys' 
Service counting or not, we saw combined centuries of service 
jostling for a handicap start. Brigadier F. S. Straight, C.B.E., 
M.C. , took off his jacket and joined Colonel G. S. 0' . Power, 
C.B.E., the Chief Instructor, but, in spite of the Brigadier's big 
start, Major (T.0.M.) King broke the tape with Captain 
(Q.M.) Brandon, Sergeant Carr and the Chief Instructor bot 
on h;s heels. . . 

The outcome of the afternoon's sport was a draw b~tw:_n 
Signals Wing and the M.T. The prizes were presented by 
Mrs. Power, and lastly the Challenge Cup was received jointly 
by the two team captains. 

At the No. 2 Training Regiment Sports we entered a team 
for the Open Medley, and our success in this race was due to 
Captain A. Holifield, M.C., who, running the final 880 yards, 
gained 80 yards on his leading opponent to make a brilliant 
win for the School. 

Reorganisation. There is a complete reorganisation in the 
School. The future Wings will be: -

Royal Signals Wing: Commanded by Lieutenant-Colonel 
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E. I. E. Mozley, Royal Signals, incorporating the former 
Signals and Tactics Wing. The Wing includes a Workshop 
Troop. 

All Arms Wing: Commanded by Lieutenant-Colonel J. 
Stuart-Usher, Royal Signals, replacing the former Regi
mental Wing. 

National Service Officers' Training Wing: Commanded by 
Lieutenant-Colonel C. D. Gardiner, Royal Signals, incor
porating the former O.C.T.U. This Wing includes an M.T. 

quadron which will provide transport for the whole of the 
School of Signals. 

Demonstration. A detachment under the command of 
Captain H. D. Chappell, and accompanied by S.Q.M.S. 
Banham, went to Camberley to demonstrate modern 
vehicles and equipment to the Officer-Cadets. The photo
graph shows part of the detachment with the vehicles and 
number 10 sets. 

Inspections. The Unit was inspected by General Sir lI. 
Colville B. Wemyss, K.C.B., K.B.E., n.s.o., M.C. He was accom
panied by Brigadier F. S. Straight, C.B.E., M.C. 

Catterick Fair. The Fair was held from the 9th of August 
to the 14th. Q.M.S. Pettifer and Sergeant Jenkins ran a 
roulette type stall with bottles of beer and cider as prizes. 
Another School of Signals show was a children's jeep ride, 
which was well patronised. 

Sergeants' Mess. It is with genuine regret that we bid 
S.S.M. "Doughy" Baker goodbye as he leaves us for Civvy 
Street. S.S.M. Baker, although a member of the Royal 
Artillery, is known to thousands of the Corps as an enthu
siastic Mess member and organiser of functions, and has been 
in the School for more years than we can trace. The Mess is 
presenting him with a clock and the members are giving an 
appropriate tankard. The best of luck, "Doughy." 

A number of outings have been organised by Sergeant 
Clarke. The trips were to Whitley Bay and were enjoyed by 
everybody, but it was always a losing fight against the ~eather. 

We heard recently of an N.C.O. who, walking past a sentry 
box, found the sentry curled asleep like a little rosebud. He 
roused this 13-week soldier and was informed " Something 
hit me, sir! " to which the biting reply came " Oh, and I 
suppose that it leaned your rifle against the wall, too! " 

"JAYNO" 

THE WIRE, OCTOBER IH8 

The Cadre of No. 2 Squadron, No. 7 Selection Regiment, Royal Signals 

No. 7 SELECTIOI\' REGIMENT, ROYAL SIGI\"ALS 

Five thousand ex-civilians have passed through our hands 
up to date and we can shortly look forward to the day 
when all the recruits in the Corps were taught their stuff 
in our own A.B.T.U. We · sometimes heave a sigh and 
wonder where they all come from and if the population can 
possibly contain such swarms of 18-year-olds. Some people 
must have had plenty of time on their hands in the late 
twenties! 

You can sometimes find a faint spark in our eyes, though, 
and we keep our weekly dances at Newbiggin Hall well up 
to standard. 

The Warrant Officers' and Sergeants' Mess are inde
fatigable in dishing out hospitality, and have just concluded 
another gala dance in the Gym _attended by half Catterick 
Garrison, and made whoopee. 

These indispensable fl.ashes of humour still abound, 
praise be, and the latest still has us chuckling. Some of our 
barrack rooms are long and narrow and have a door at each 
end. On the latest input day a harassed Troop N.C.O. led 
his new Troop of civvies into one of these rooms to dump 
their suitcases and then led them off to draw kit. When they 
came back they . entered by the other door and were told to 
change. · 

One bright lad shouldered his kit and, muttering something 
about going to his room, went out, wandered solemnly down 
the passage, turned into the same room via the other door, 
sat down on the same bed he bad just vacated, and with a 
pleased smile proceeded to change. Exit N.C.O. via the roof! 

Incidentally, did you know that it is possible to fire a Bren 
from the left shoulder using the right eye, and put a burst 
into the number above the target? We assure you it can 
be done. · 

On Friday, 6th August, the ladies of the Regiment 
assembled to say farewell to Mrs. Straight, who bas always 
had a close association with us and who will be leaving with 
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the Brigadier next month. She will be much missed as she 
has been so kind to many of us. 

On Wednesday, 11th August, we held our Regimental 
Sports. The weather, which for weeks past had been the 
usual " Catterick Special," relented, and although the sun 
retired behind the clouds, the day was very pleasant. Con
sidering that some of the trainees taking part in the sports 
had only five days' service, the enthusiasm and sportsmanship 
of the participants was outstanding. A lot of bard work had 
been put in by the organisers and officials, and when Mrs. 
Beeton, the C.0.'s wife, presented the prizes a· good day had 
been spent by both athletes and spectators. 

The highlight of the afternoon was when the R.S.M., in a 
vain endeavour to emulate Barney Ewell, did about six 
somersaults instead of completing the course in the Old 
Soldiers' Race. This event, incidenrally, was won by the 
C.O., Lieutenant-Colonel J. R. Beeton, and the family com
pleted the double when his little daughter, Maureen, won the 
Under Sevens' Race at a terrific turn of speed. 

The full results of the meeting are as follows: 
JOO yards.-Winner, Lance-Corporal Drinkwater (2 Squadron); runner

up, Signalman Watson (3 Squadron). 
220 ya.rds.-Winner, Lance-Corporal Drinkwater (2 Sqw.dron); runner

up, Corporal Oakes (3 S!\uadron). 
-1-10 ynrds.-Winner, Signalman Guggenheim (I quadron); runner-up, 

Corporal Oakes (3 Squadron) . 
880 yards.-Winner, Lance-Corporal Bottomley (2 Squadron); runner-up, 

ignalm:rn Thomp on (2 Squadron). . 
I mile.-Winner, Signalm n P. Smith (2 Squadron); runner-up, S1gnal

m:in Yule (I Squadron). 
3 milcs.-\Vinner, ignnlman Yule ( I Squadron); runner-up, Signalman 

Hay ( I Squadron). 
7 mile walk.-Winner, Lance-Corporal Latham (I Squadron); runncr

up, Signall1llln Hardy (2 Squadron). 
High iump.-Winner, Lance-Corporal Andrew (3 Squadron); runncr

up, Signalman Hodge (I Squadron). 
Long jump.-Winner, Signalman Tumpcnny (2 Squadron); runner-up, 

Lance-Corporal Bean (2 q_uadron). 
Hop, step and jump.-Winncr, Signalman Tumpe.nny (2 Squadron); 

runner-up, Second Lieutenant William (I Squadron). 
Shot put.-Winncr, Sergeant Barnes (I Squadron); runner-up, Second 

Lieutenant \Villiams (I Squadron). 

(continued at foot of col. 2, page 326) 
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September 
General. A must be the ca e in Signals Units all over 

England at thi time of the year, the main topic is Battle 
Efficiencv Te ts. T hese dread words chill the hearts of our 
brave lads; orders are scanned anxiously to discover the next 
unwilling victims. 

T he part of the programme that eems to cause most aver
sion is the swimming test, encumbered with helmets steel, 
rifle boots and ammunition is nobody's idea of a dip. The 
e -ii ~ust be undergone however, and indeed a goodly portion 
of the Unit have completed the six official tests (and many 
unofficial ones, too, so I have been informed!) 

The more philosophical members of the Regiment look 
upon it as an afternoon's " ramble," which, after all, is all 
it is to a fit man. 

Arrivals. We have to report the gathering to the fold of 
S.S.M . Causey, from Austria, and Sergeant Pemberton, who 
joins us from 42 Infantry Divisional Signals (T.A.) where 
he was in the capacity of P.S.I. We hope their sojourn with 
us will be a happy one. Reinforcements have been literally 
pouring in lately, and the Orderly Room staff are thinking 
seriously of opening business. on Platform 4 on Chester 
Central. 

Departures. Demob has claimed, amongst other lesser 
lights, one Sergeant Johns, the Sergeants' Mess caterer for 
longer than most of us care to remember. We feel sure he 
\vill find Civvy Street strange, but he would leave us. 
Demobilisation is claiming, too, quite a goodly few of the 
stalwarts. Our soccer team, when it finally recovers from 
i ts birth pangs, will have the newest of new looks, to name 
only one aspect of our life affected. 

'The gaps are being filled, but inadequately. We must, like 
our forefathers, " Wait and see." TOMMY T UCKER 

Hockey. The Unit hockey team started the season in a 
blaze of glory, after a trial match which was played on our 
new pitch. A team was picked which should go a long way 
in the Army Cup. 

Our first victims were the R.A.F. at Hawarden on the 
evening of 26th August, the result being: -

Signals 9 v. R.A.F. 1 

The game commenced at 1845 hrs. with hard pressing on 
both sides. Tbe breakaway came after 15 minutes when the 
inside-left, Sergeant Essay, crashed the ball into the net to 
give us the first goal. Then followed a skirmish in the centre 
of the field, and Corporal Barrett got his stick to a long drive, 
S.S.M . Mayhew hooked the ball, passed the back and drove 
hard into the net, our second goal, 18 minutes' play. 

The next two minutes' play was controlled very ably by 
the umpire with much whistle blowing, then out shot F. of S. 
Galloway so quickly that he fell over himself, but managed 
to pass across the field to S.S.M . Mayhew who passed on to 
Sergeant Essay. A quick strike from Sergeant Essay gave us 
our third goal after 20 minutes. Then followed a rush from 
the R.A.F., but they were foiled bY: some tricky work when · 
the Barrett brothers met them at e alf-way line. A for
ward pass to S.S.M. Mayhew, who flew through the defence 
so quickly that the backs made no attempt at defence, as they 
could see that the position was hopeless. Goal number four, 
23 minutes of play. Five minutes later, Major Sawers 
appeared from nowhere, swung a pass across the goalmou th, 
but a bit too far forward for Sergeant Essay to reach. The 
ball was cleared, but returned almost immediately and put 
into the net by Sergeant Essay, making our fifth goal after 
28 minutes' play. Play until half-time continued to be fast 
and furious, but no further goals were scored in this half. 

The second half started with play fluctuating, Signals hav
ing a slight advantage, and our sixth goal coming from S.S.M . 
Mayhew after seven minutes' play. A smashing shot from 
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the R.A.F. forward was kicked well clear by Scott. The 
R.A.F. pushed repeatedly, each shot being saved by the goal
keeper. Then came a stinging shot by the R.A.F. centre
forward, which Scott never saw. This was their first goal 
after 15 minutes of the second half. After 23 minutes of 
play came a pass from S.S.M. Mayhew. Signalman Palmer 
stepped up and drove the shot into the net and no one saw 
it go (30 minutes' play). Palmer again scored to make the 
eighth goal. Four minutes later S.S.M. Mayhew had the 
goalkeeper on the ground and just touched the ball into the 
net. T his was the Signal's ninth goal. 

At all times during the game the Barrett brothers and 
Corporal Cray were predominant, and every m~mber of the 
team at some time did something brilliant. L.A.J. 

MID-WEST D ISTRICT SIGNALS. Greetings from 
S hrewsbury and apologies for the long absence of notes. Your 
new scribe promises notes every month w.e.f. date. 

Goings-on. Our organisation has changed slightly and we 
now have Major F. P . Johnson to command the detachment. 
Major Johnson is by no means a stranger to us as he has 
been, and still is, S.0.II Signals at District. Captain 
(T .0.M.) Eric M archant, better known as the " White Ant," 
now runs the F.S.S. T roop in place of Captain (T.O.T.) 
Tom Bennett who left us for Milford Haven some months 
ago. Captain A. L. Maxwell got himself " Y " list<:<i way 
back in May and now Lieutenant Fred Oakes carries the 
<:an for all that Mid-West District Signal Troop does. We 
were sorry to lose R.S.M . M cLaven who left recently for 
the School of Signals; we wish him all the best. Recent 
arrivals include Sergeant J . P . Kelly, of 6th Airborne Divi
sional Signals renown. He has filled the vacancy of Troop 
Sergeant. As Lines Sergeant we have Sergeant Johnny John
ston (ex 5th Division). Corporal Taffy Eger ton pounds the 
Troop typewriter and Corporal T im Healey looks after the 
Troop transport. Lance-Corporal Gardner is one of those 
<:haps who found Civvy Street too dull ; he now keeps tJ:ie 
Signal Office at District on its toes. Lance-Corporal Nadm 
helps him out as a switchboard supervisor. Lance-Corporal 
Mennell recently took over the small detachment at Ness
cliffc when Lance-Corporal Wheatley took a smart turn to 
the right with Group 76. 

Moves. No, not yet, but we hope to get into Copthorne 
Barracks " any day" now. Meanwhile, we are content to 
stay in Mount Camp and make rude faces at any potential 
:squatters. 

Physical Jerks. The old P.T.C. assault course was rudely 
:shaken recently when the lads eagerly( ?) completed the annual 
physical efficiency tests. Who said " Roll on next year "? 

Cadets. Of the 300 A.C.F ./J .T .C. Signal Platoons in the 
<:ountry we have 44 of them to look after. Second-Lieutenant 
Mel Powell, ably assisted by Sergeants Taffy Ireland and 
Bill Corfield, spend most of their time visiting them. The 
standards vary from the " near brilliant " to the " not so 
hot." By giving extra instruction to the latter we hope to 
bring them up to scratch. Some of these Platoons are for
tunate in having as Signal Officers ex Royal Signals Office.i:s. 
One of these is Shrewsbury School J .T.C. who had Captam 
Kenchew up to a few weeks ago. Needless to say they come 
under the " near brilliant" class. At least 12 of the Platoons 
have 12 set stations and work regular R/ T schedules. The 
procedure at first tended to be " hammish," but constant 
monitoring by us bas put them on the " straight and narrow." 
Howlers by the Cadets are inevitable and we hope to reproduce 
one every month. . 

Cadet Howler No. I. Instructor : " What is your name? " 
Cadet: "Smith, sir." Instructor : "Initials?" Cadet: "B, 
sir." Instructor: " B for Baker? " Cadet: " No, Brian, sir." 

Agony Column. Vine to all ex 5th Indian Divisional 
Signals. J.P. to 6th Airborne Divisional Signals and 5th 
Indian Divisional Signals. 
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Trunk Development Scheme (India) 
ACCOUNT OF WAR-TIME EXPANSION 

OF INDIA S TRUNK TELEPHONE NETWORK 

IN September, 1939, the outbreak of war found India's 
telephonic communications in a comparatively unde

veloped condition. Commerce was centred around several 
large cities, communication between which was adequately 
provided for b the Postal and Telegraph Services. The 
business public was satisfied with a question asked today 
and an answer received ne. ..... "t week. The occasion seldom, if 
ever, arose when a busines man demanded a conversation 
with his partner on the other side of this vast country. In 
any case, what trunk circuits existed could be counted on 
the fingers of one band and were of doubtful efficiency. 

Within a short space of time it became evident that the 
inland communications were totally inadequate for a country 
under the threat of invasion and which was to be used 
as a base in the war against the Japanese. In 1942, Hitler's 
hordes were approaching the gates of the Caucassus and 
Japan was making strides towards the Eastern Borders of 
India. The Bri):ish Army was moving into the country. 
The Indian Army was growing at a prodigious rate. 
Camps, arsenals and supply dumps were springing up over
night in every part of the country. The R.A.F. was moving 
in. The Royal Navy was extending its bases. From all 
sides came a growing demand for quicker and better com
munications. G.H.Q. turned to the Posts and Telegraphs 
Directorate; they required a telephone network to cover 
the whole of India to be built up on the basic layout already 
in existence. The Army and the Civil Authorities then drew 
up their _plans. 

It was decided that telephone equipment of a type that 
had been used in England should be imported. This equip
ment provided thrCl! simultaneous conversations on the same 
pair of wires, and in a country where the length of a tele
phone line can easily exceed a thousand miles the complete 
utilisation of every wire in this way is of paramount 
importance. These are known as " Carrier " systems. The 
equipment was available from factories in the U.K., and 
soon after the first orders were placed the first systems were 
on their way. Then came another snag. This type of 
equipment was new to the Posts and Telegraphs Depart
ment and they had no staff trained to install or to main
tain it. Again the Army stepped in. The ranks of the 
Royal Corps of Signals were combed for engineers of the 
British Post Office, and a number •of Officers were loaned 
to the P. and T. to take charge of the scheme. But trunk 
circuits between towns are useless without a switchboard 
at each end. German U-boats were taking a heavy toll of 
shipping and it was obvious that as much as possible of 
the equipment required must be manufactured in India. 
The Bombay Telephone Workshops were therefore given 
the task of producing the hundreds of modern switchboards 
that were required. Thousands of miles of telephone wire 
was ordered in America and other allied countries. Steel 
works in India began the production of the thousands of 
steel telephone poles which were to be erected-wooden poles 
being unable to stand up to the ravages of climate and 
white ants. The Public Works Department started on the 
construction of scores of new buildings which were to house 
the new equipment. At intervals of between one and two 
hundred miles along the main routes repeater stations were 
built to contain the amplifiers made necessary by the enor
mous distances to be covered. So the blueprint for the new 
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telephone network was complete and the work had begun. 
Concurrent with these telephonic requirements the 

Services also needed a telegraph network. The system of 
telegraphic communications finally adopted was a copy of 
that already in operation on a large scale in the British 
Isles developed by the British Post Office. It was possible 
to utilise one of the three channels of a carrier system 
between major towns to carry an 18-channel telegraph 
system. This provided 18 simultaneous duplex teleprinter 
circuits in addition to the two telephone circuits already 
existing--all on the same pair of wires. This 18-channel 
equipment was beyond the scope of production of factories 
in India, and again the P. and T . had no trained staff. The 
Royal Corps of Signals therefore took the equipment as it 
came on to the docks from the U .K . and rushed it to the 
vital centres of communication, where it was installed by 
D.T.N. sections and ready for the first carrier systems to 
open. A telecommunications engineer who had been 
directly concerned with the development of a similar net
work in the U.K. was brought to India from the office of 
the Engineer-in-Chief of the Post Office Engineering Depart
ment to plan and supervise this work. 

In spite of the number of skilled and experienced per
sonnel who had been poured without stint into the Trunk 
Development Scheme, difficulties were enormous. Ques
tions of design and availability of the necessary materials 
brought innumerable headaches to the men responsible. One 
by one the difficulties were overcome and operators in Delhi 
were soon speaking to Bombay, Madras, Calcutta, Columbo 
and dozens of other stations. Teleprinter operators were 
typing messages that were appearing on paper on the other 
side of the country even as they were being typed. The 
construction work followed the victorious Fourteenth Army 
far into Burma and gave them constant and reliable com
munications with rear bases. For the first time telephone 
lines spanned the wild jungle country from India into 
Burma. For the first time it was possible for Bombay to 
speak over the vast distance to Rangoon by land lines. · 

With the end of the war the scheme still unfortunately 
was far from complete. Only the main centres had been 
linked together, but the vital requirements of a country 
at war had been met. The work carries on to a plan 
revised to provide for India's post-war needs. Many Indian 
technicians have been trained to install and maintain the 
intricate apparatus. All the original Royal Signals Officers 
have been demobilised and have returned to their pre-war 
civil employment with the British Post Office and the lead
ing manufacturers of telephone equipment in the U.K The 
men from London, Chester, Burnley, Liverpool and Glas- · 
gow have returned, not with any new knowledge of tele
phone engineering practice, for Britain's telecommunications 
are probably the most advanced in the world, but they have 
established a friendship and underst;mding with their Indian 
counterparts which will help to strengthen the bond of 
fellowship between these two countries. Now that the 
Signals Officers have left, Indian engineers have completed 
the network of trunk lines which will prove of inestimable 
value in the coming industrialisation of this great country. 
These lines, built for the demands of war, will become main 
arteries in a peaceful India newly-born from the ways of 
the past to the wonders of the age of modern science. 
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August 
There were three pass off parades during July. Course 

202 passed off on 2nd July, the salute being taken by Colonel 
C . M. McLachlan, o .B.E., President of No. 2 W .O.S.B., the 
Commandant's Cane being awarded to Officer-Cadet 
Stonham. 

On 9th July, Brigadier F . S. Straight, C.B.E., M.C., Com
mandant, School of Signals, took the salute when Course 
203 / 4 passed off. Officer-Cadet Taylor received · the 
Commandant's Cane. 

When Course 205 passed off, the salute was taken by 
Brigadier W. C. V. Galwey, O.B.E., M.C., Commandant, 
S .T.C., the Commandant's Cane being awarded to Officer
Cadet Blake. · The month has seen many changes take place 
in the Unit, which is now in the process of taking on a new 
identity whilst retaining its old role. One result of these 
changes has been most noticeable among the officers of the 
Unit, where the departures have greatly exceeded the arrivals. 
We welcome into the Unit Major P. H. P. Hobson, o .s.o., 
and Second-Lieutenant A. Mclnnes. Major Hobson has 
fitted into a long serial of changes in the Unit, the ultimate 
result being that he now commands the Officer Training 
Squadron. Mr. Mclnnes is a brand new type, one of our 
own make, and has gone, together with Captain N. G. R. 
Halliday, to reinforce the M .T . Troop. 

Major J . D. Elliott has left us for London District Signals, 
his place as Chief Instructor having been filled by Major 
J. H. St. G . Hamersley. Major H. Worral, by assuming the 
combined appointment of P.R.I. and O.C. H.Q. Squadron, 
has freed Major Cornish. The latter has left us to take a 
lot of overdue leave prior to going to the Far East. 

Captain (T.O.M.) G. V. McDowall has left us for the 
B.A.O.R., whilst Captain A. McKay has gone to start off the 
soccer season for No. 2 '.Training Regiment. Long before 
these notes appear in print, Captain L. P. Clayton ~ have 
arrived out in Singapore, having fl.own out there vta the 
V.I.P. route. 

July has been a memorable month. in other respects. 
In Catterick the month managed to provtde both the hottest 
and coldest days of the year; it also saw a cup returned to 
the Unit for the second year in succession. On 10th July, 
Captain D. S. A. Hutley, G.M., received from the Dis?"ict 
Commander the Garrison Miniature Rifle League Champion
ship Cup and medals. We congratulate both the team and 
its captain on their well-deserved victory. . . 

The Mountaineering Club held three meeungs durmg the 
month, the first two taking place in Borrowdale whilst the 
remaining meet was held at Langdale. 

The Borrowdale meeting, held on 3rd-4th July, due to 
rain and cloud was more of an endurance test than is usually 
experienced. After walking and climbing for about three 
miles in heavy rain up some thousands of feet, Great Gable 
was reached. This outing being in the nature of a recon
naissance, the Gable was explored more than climbed. Kern 
Knotts Wall and Great Chimney were amongst the famous 
climbs deferred for a drier day. 

Whilst two members climbed an unidentified route, the 
remaining members went on to the Needle, which proved to 
be one of the most interesting that the Club has ~one. Severe 
and difficult approaches were . tackled, with ~ecor:d
Lieutenants Band and Jones runnmg a shuttle service with 
the rest of the Club up and down the various pitches. 

The return to camp was carried out by dire~ ~ompa~s 
march over Great Gable and Windy Gap. Dnvmg ram 
limited visibility to only a few feet. 

The second meeting at Borrowdale, held on 17th-18th 
July, took place und:r better wc:ather conditions and proved 
the value of the earlier reconnaissance. . 

The Langdale meeting was noteworthy m that Ravens Crag 
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was climbed in rubbers, the first by any of our members. 
Sport. On 24th July the Basic O.C.T.U. Wing, Aldershot, 

were at home to this Unit on the occasion of the Inter-
0 .C.T .U. Sports Meeting. 

Some 62 officers and cadets made the journey by road in 
two hired coaches. 

Basket ball. Royal Signals 0.C.T.U. v. Basic O.C.T.U. 
Result: Basic O.C.T.U. 10 pts., Royal Signals O.C.T.U. 

14 pts. 
Although the Signals team had put in quite an amount of 

practice and deemed themselves reasonably fit, it was with 
some apprehension that they gazed at the large Gym con
fronting them. The playing area seemed twice as large as 
the area the team were used to. 

The game was played on the " no substitute" basis and 
for the first few minutes the game was scrappy, with poor 
and inaccurate passing on both sides. Both teams settled 
down fairly quickly and the first goal came to Signals from 
Officer-Cadet Dunn. Signals then dominated the game and 
it was not until they had amassed a lead of 6 pts. that Basic 
scored a penalty goal. 

At half-time Signals had a lead of 7 pts., but in the second 
half Basic rallied strongly and brought their score to within 
2 pts. of Signals. This spurred Signals on to greater 
efforts and they scored again. Victory was made certain by 
a goal for Signals in the last three seconds. 

The increased playing area certainly took its toll, and both 
teams showed signs of wear and tear after such a strenuous 
game. Outstanding scorer for Signals was Dunn, who 
netted four times. 

Athletics. The highlight of the month was the visit to 
Aldershot, where we were entertained by the Arms Wing of 
the Mons Officer-Cadet School. The events took place on 
Saturday, 24th July, in a temperature that was almost oppres
sively hot. In the athletics our team was narrowly beaten 
by 4 pts. Our best performances were: Second-Lieutenant 
Band, who cleared 5 ft. 4 in. to win the high jump; Officer
Cadet Lawrence who won the shot with a putt of 33 ft. 
It in.· Second-Lieutenants Tobin, H. Q. Davies, Stonham 
and Kerridge, who filled the first four places in the one mile 
team race; and the medley relay team, consisting of Secon~
Lieutenant Taylor, Officer-Cadets Gray, Gloag and Trut, 
who won comfortably in 3 mins. 56 secs. Cadets Tait and 
Henderson ran very well as a team to gain first and third 
places in the 880 yards. 

The final scores were: Arms Wing 67 pts., Royal Signals 
O.C.T.U. 63 pts. 

In the Signals Catterick Evening League meeting, 
held on 29th July, we managed to gain second place. 
As each competitor is only allowed to take part in one event, 
this result reflects great credit on the keenness of the t~. 
Our outstanding successes were in the 440 yards and the high 
jump, in both of which we gained first ~d secon~ pla~. 
The team is now tuning up for the Umt Championships, 
which promises to be an interesting battle. 

Shooting. Results v. Basic 0.C.T.U. Teams of fo~ c<;>m
peted as follows: 100 yards grouping, 200 yards applicatton, 
200 yards snap, 500 yards application. 

It was a close and interesting match. We took the lead at 
the first practice by 6 pts. This was i:educed ~o a lead. of 
4 pts. in the second and a lead of 2 pts. m the third pracnce. 
In the fourth practice, however, we were overhauled, to be 
beaten by 3 pts.-253 to 256. 

After considerab!e evening practices on the open ranges, 
it was disappointing that the team did not fire to form. 

Team: Second-Lieutenant Mere weather, Second
Lieutenant Hudson Officer-Cadet Hyder, Officer-Cadet 
Thomson; reserve, Second-Lieutenant Williams. 

Cricket. The match was played in fine summer wea_thcr, 
and after winning the toss Signals sent Basic O.C. T.U. m to 
bat. 
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7 ickecs fell in rapid succession, and at lunch the score 
wa 51 for 8. On resuming, Basic 0.C.T.U.'s innings closed 
for 72. 

econd-Lieutenant J. W. Hall and Officer-Cadet Briggs 
opened the Signals innings, but Briggs was bowled in the 
second over. econd-Lieutenant G . Davies then proceeded 
to flog the bowling to all parts of the compass. The total 
was reached for the loss of only two wickets, Second
Lieutenant Davis making an excellent 52 not out. Signals 
final score was 93 for 2 wickets. 

* * * 
A later contribution 

On 4th August, 1948, Royal Signals O.C.T.U. became a 
Wing of the School of Signals and was renamed the National 

ervice Officer Training Wing. At the same time, the 
M.T. Troops of the Royal Signals O.C.T.U. and the old 
School of Signals were combined to form the M.T. 
Squadron of the School of Signals and placed under 'com
mand of the National Service Officer Training Wing. The 
reorganisation of the two M.T. Troops into a Squadron, 
with the function of providing M.T. for the Headquarters 
and three wings of the School of Signals was a major 
change. The redesignation of the O.C.T.U. as a Wing of 
the School has altered neither our responsibilities nor tradi
tions and our relevant position vis a vis the headquarters 
of the School of Signals is almost the saine as before. 

Royal Signals O.C.T.U. was raised in October, 1939. In 
those days it was known as 152 O.C.T.U. The first Com
manding Officer was Lieutenant-Colonel H. V. von S. 
Thorne, O.B.E., Royal Signals. Early in 1943 it was 
renamed 150 O.C.T.U., Royal Signals. The Commandant 
at that time was Colonel W. H. M. Dent, M.B.E. This title 
was retained until early 1946, when under command of 
Lieutenant-Colonel J. M. S. Cullocb, O.B.E., Royal Signals, 
it became the Royal Signals O.C.T.U. 

Throughout · these years the O.C.T.U. has trained 
Officer-Cadets for emergency commissions in Royal Signals. 
The course has averaged 24 weeks and the cadets were com
missioned at the end of the course. During the summer of 
1948 it was decided that the commissioning of all emer
gency, now called National Service Officers, should be stan
dardised throughout the Army. Thus Officer-Cadets for all 
arms undergo two periods of cadet training, a primary or 
basic period of six weeks, followed by an advanced period 
with an Arms bias of 10 weeks. As far as Signals Cadets 
are concerned, the primary period is carried out at Mons 
Officer Cadets School, Aldershot, and the advanced phase 
with the National Service Officer Training Wing School of 
Signals. At the end of the advanced phase, successful can
didates are commissioned and after a week's leave return to 
complete the remaining twelve weeks of their training as 
young Officers. At the moment, therefore, the length of 
the course is 22 weeks. 

Since raising, 214 courses have entered the O.C.T.U. and 
4,700 Officer-Cadets have been commissioned. Numbers 
have fluctuated, the peak being in 1942, when there were 
800 cadets under training. Since then the numbers have 
dropped steadily, to 300 in 1946, and now, in August, 1948, 
to about 110, of which 50 are Cadets and 60 are young 
Officers. 

The recent changes, however, have had no effect on the 
spirit and traditions of the Unit, which remain as high as 
ever. On the other hand, there is some doubt about our 
battle cry on the field of sport. At the Garrison Inter-Unit 
team championships, the old cry of " OCTU" persisted, 
and will doubtless continue to do so. When the announcer 
referred to the National Service Officer Training Wing be 
was met with shouts of derision. We feel that any corrup
tion of our new title might either savour of a trades union 
or perhaps be indicative more of an impending attack of 
" flu " rather than an encouragement to the players. 

Ro)XJ.l Signals 0.C.T.U. Reunion Dinner. The above 
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reunion will take place in London on Saturday, 30th 
October. 

Tea at the Waldorf Hotel at 1530, when ladies are invited. 
Dinner at the C-0nnaught Rooms, Great Queen Street, Kings
way, W.C.2. 

Will all officers who served with or passed through the 
Royal Signals 0.C.T.U. and who are desirous of attending, 
please contact Major K . D. Anderson, 6 Woburn Terrace, 
Tavistock, Devon. 

There were three commissioning parades during the month. 
206/7 Course passed off on 6th August. On this occasion 

the salute was taken by General Sir H. Colville B. Wemyss, 
K.C.B., K.B.E., o.s.o., M.C., Colonel Comdt. The Comman
dant's cane was awarded to Officer-Cadet Havers, the 
S.S.M. on parade being Officer-Cadet Biggart. When 208 
Gour e passed off, on 20th August, the salute was taken by 
Brigadier W . C. V. Galwey, O.B.E., M.C., Commandant, 
S.T .C. Officer-Cadet Henderson received the Comman
dant's cane, while Officer-Cadet Lawrence acted as S.S.M. 
for the parade. 

Colonel G. S. O'N. Power, C.B.E., Chief Instructor, Schoo} 
of Signals, took the salute when 209 Course passed off, on 
27th August. On this occasion the Commandant's cane 
was awarded to Officer-Cadet Miller, who also acted as 
S.S.M . for the parade. 

All ranks tender to our Commanding Officer, Lieutenant
Colonel C. D. Gardiner, their congratulations on the birth 
at Catterick on 17th August, of bis second son, John Roger. 

The Mountaineering Club members were fortunate in 
being able to bold five meetings during the month. AU 
meetings we!'e held at Langdale, in the Lake District. These 
visits now take the form of an O.C.T.U. reunion, as on 
each occasion old members have been met and have taken 
part in the various climbing expeditions. The club con
tinues to attract new members, the limiting factor being the 
shortage of leaders. These are, however, coming along so 
that there is no danger of the club having to cease its activi
ties. 

The athletic season ended with the Catterick District 
Inter-Unit Team Championship meeting, which was held 
on 16th-18th August. 

Our team was a small one, but was well trained, under 
the watchful eyes of Major Hobson, Commanding the 
Officer Training Squadron; Captain Brabham, the Athletics 
Officer; Second-Lieutenant Bamford and Q.M.S.(I) Dear_. 
A.P.T.C. 

We had a great fight with 1 Training Regiment for the 
first place, but in the end their numbers told and we had 
to give them best by 116 points to 98. They were worthy 
winners for the second year in succession and put up a 
first-class performance all round. 

Of the 16 events on the programme, we were represented 
in the finals of 15 and were placed in the first three of 11 
events, winning the 4 x 220 yards, 4 x 440 yards, the medley 
relay and the high jump. 

During the week ending 8th August, an enjoyable sports 
fixture between ourselves and the Cadet Training Squadron, 
R.E., was fought out at Ripon. The fixture included cricket, 
basket ball, tennis and shooting. The competition, which 
was keen throughout, resulted in a win for us. The only 
event to be won by the Sappers was the basket ball. 

Our thanks to our Sapper hosts for an enjoyable week-end. 

(continued from page 321 ) 
./ 

Oiscus.-Winner, Corporal Brown (2 Squadron); runner-up, Signalman 
Cruickshank (3 Squadron). 

Javclin.-Winncr, Lance-Corporal Crabtree (1 Squadron); runner-up, 
Corporal Smith (3 Squadron). 

Pole vault.- Winner, Signalman Cruickshank (3 Squadron); runner-up, 
Signalman Frith (4 Squadron). 

Hammer.-Winner, Corporal Brown (2 Squadron); runner-up, Lance-
Corporal Foster (1 Squadron). 

Tug-o'-war.-Winner, 1 Squadron; runner-up, 4 Squadron. 
Mile medley.-Winncr, 2 Squadron; runner-up, I Squadron. 
Winners.- ! Squadron, 119! points . 

THE WIRE , OCTOBER 1948 

r 

SCOTTISH COMMAND (M) SIGNAi, 

REGIMENT 

Edinburgh 

September 
Apologies to our regular readers for our non-appearance 

in last month's issue of THE WIRE, but unfortunately our 
scribe departed at short notice on what has been rudely called 
an " Educational (M) Health and Beauty Course," on the 
slopes of Ben Macdhui . Said scribe is now back in circula
tion, less the backs of bis ankles, so once more " Greeetin's, 
fellow SCOTCO's, Past, Present or Future." At the moment 
we are in the midst of Ye Musicale Festivale which, in the 
words of a well-known "G.D. Bod," is just a lot of hot air 
about nothing worth heating. However, it does appear to 
mean that suitable technically qualified officers find them
selves in charge of telephones at the display of Highland 
Dancing and Piping on the Castle Esplanade. This is a 
sight well worth seeing and worth one shilling to the Edin
burgh Corporation if you are not in charge of a telephone. 
This month we bade farewell to Second-Lieutenants Colin 
Graham and Trevor Magdalino, those rare birds of a feather 
that used to roost in O.C. 1 Squadron's office. We welcome 
to our midst Captain Jock Geddes, the laird of Aucbtertool 
and neighbour of that other wild man in the Unit, the laird 
of Aucbtermuchty. Captain Geddes is taking over t~e 
onerous duties of Adjutant vice Captain Delahunty, who 1s 
preparing to evacuate himself a~y ~ay now on demob. The 
picket at the entrance of the Urut lines has been warned that 
on no account must he allow any Carter Paterson removal 
lorries to enter the camp which bear chits signed by said 
Captain. We have bad an addition to the commissioned ra~s 
of the fair sex at "Chez Broomfield" in the form of Juruor 
Commander Roe. We all wish her a long and happy stay in 
the fold; at any rate she has certainly brought some g~d 
weather with her from the Sunny South. The Entertam
ments Committee, now in the capable bands of Sergeant 
Matthews and Corporal Creedon, can report two successful 
bus trips and several dances to their credit. Much relief has 
been expressed by the Fairmilebead " Smooth Men" at the 
committee's ban on the Ukrainian P.0.W. band and the 
resulting reinstatement of the Tim Wright super "Hot-Sho~." 
One gathers, however, that the P.R.!. ~s inclined to think 
-0therwise, in view of the fact that a pmt of beer was the 
reward for services rendered by the former, but only one. of 
the items on the " Overheads " list by the latter. Bus trips 
were run to Dunbar, North Berwick, Callander, Crie~ and 
Loch Earn, so those participating in them can now give. an 
honest opinion when asked to confirm that they are servmg 
in God's own country. To conclude these general. not~, 
mention must be made of W.O.I Buchanan's gallant expe~
tion to the foot of the Pentland Hills to p~t half the U.rut 
through their annual range course. Enthusiasm wa_s terrific 
but results were not what th might have been with i:iore 
practice. The rumour that the supervising officers. wer~ given 
danger money when the sanitary squad was firmg is now 
definitely confirmed as being incorrect. It ~as th7 ~utt party 
that demanded d~nger money when Captam Fairhe started 
to shoot them up with bis" .45." 

Sergeants' Mess. The Sergeants' Mess proceeds on its own 
benign, cool, calm and coll~cted w~y .. "Flaps" ma~ be o~
bods may rush feverishly m all d1recuons armed with weird 
items such as sickles, wbi~ewash brushes a~d whamots, but 
where reigns peace and qmet-tbe Sergeants Mess. A peace 
broken only by the gentle clicking of snooker balls a~d soft 
voices saying " They don't mind if ~bey ?o.''. What is .th~re 
about a Sergeants' Mess that gives it this al! of .supenon~ 
to mere "Flaps"? Your guess is as good a~, mme. ~ d1d 
think of a lovely solution with " years .and years o~ e>.'JX'.ne~ce 
plastered all over, but since a 'lllysteno~s draught is swmging 
the lamps, I desisted. However, to busmess. A very ~ucc:ss
ful dance was held on the 26th August, and a proverbial nme 
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was had by one and all. It was the most en1oyable we have 
had for some time. You know the kind, when guests a k 
half-way through the evening "When are you having 
another?" We trust it is an indication as to how the winter 
festivities which we have in view will go. 

We welcome W.O.II Hourigan, S.S.M. Thomas, S.Q.M.S.s 
Nicholl, Harris, Larner, Dale, Sergeants Matthews, Tyler ao.d 
Newton plus Sergeant Brown, R.A.E.C., and we hope their 
stay wi{h us will be a pleasant one. The air of this " Stern 
and Wild " land doesn't agree with some peopie, as a certam 
number of them have packed their bags and headed south, 
namely R.S.M. Barraclough, W.0.Ils McConnell, Haughney, 
Leverston-Allen and Sergeants North, Ridgeon, Heath and 
Miller (A.T.S.). May their search for better weather be 
blessed; personally "I bae ma doots." The members of the 
Mess spent an enjoyable day's outing to St. Andrews last 
month with their families and friends. Sergeant (Pop) 
Strachan was seen on the 19th hole playing Henry Cotton. 
We offer our congratulations to S.S.M. Fraser and S.Q.M.S. 
Morris on being awarded Long Service and Good Conduct 
Medals. Also a special handshake to the former who bad 
the rare honour of having his daughter christened at St. 
Margaret's Chapel, Edinburgh Castle, by the Governor's 
Chaplain. 

C<n:poral.s' Mess. We extend a hearty welcome to our new 
members of the Mess--Lance-Corporals Lawrence, Gill, 
Bradley and Bartlett. We also offer our congratulations to 
the last three named on their promotion. We bade farewell 
to Corporals Lawler and (Joe) Telford (A.T.S.) on posting, 
and Lance~Corporals Gledhill and Leslie on release. Our 
best wishes go with them all. During the last month the 
Entertainments Committee have got " cracking" with a bus 
trip to Loch Lomond, Loch Earn and Callander, on 11th 
August. We combined with the 2 Squadron Co~rals'. Mess 
and together thoroughly enjoyed a long d~y's ounng m the 
Highlands. It is hoped to arrange another m the. near future. 
In the first week of August we ran a Mess Table Tennis and 
Darts Tournament followed up with an " At Home " to 
Broomfield Corpor~ls' Mess for a games and social eveoin~. 
The highlight of the evening was an "Eightso~e Reel." m 
which all present participated. ~hat we la~ed m e~nence 
we certainly made up in enthusJasm and noise. MuSic for a 
sing-song afterwards was provided by Lance-Corporal Betty 
Frost on the piano. . 

There was great excitement in the Mess on the everung 
of the 8th September when Corporal Johnny Slee espied a 
rat (four-legged) stalking him. In the ensuing chase (after 
the rat) numerous chairs were upended and Lance-Corporal 
Sheila Gooding showed great aggression with the broom 
before the unwelcome visitor was despatched to the land of 
its fathers. Io signing off we send our best wish~ to all 
ex-member of the Mess and wish them happy hunnng. 

Sports. With the close of the cricket season and the open
ing of the rugger/hockey/soccer seasons we have taken stock 
of ourselves from the sport point of view. The summ~r 
cricket programme was unfort~nately .most unsuccessful m 
the way of victories, but very enioyable .m other respect~. We 
intend this winter to recapture agam ou: reputauon as 
sporting giants. A General Sports Commmee, under the 
chairmanship of Major Gregory, has been la~nched, well 
secretaried by Mr. J. T. Davidson, our indefaogable F.S.S. 
Clerk (he has been with us since 1919-that's a year not a 
time). A most ambitious programme has ~ prepa17d. To 
implement this, we claim to have a Umt of considerable 
sporting talent. . . 

Football. We have entered the Edinburgh and ~1str1ct 
Mid-Week League (under control o! the .s.F._A.) and m our 
first two matches scored two resoundmg v1ctones: -

v . Penicuik 6-2 
v. Waverley Wednesday 14--0 

Hockey. The Regimental side is considered to be a 
" crack " one, and is due to play the Command Side (last 

327 



year's hockey champions) in the opening match on 16th 
eptcmber. An All-A.T.S. side is scheduled to play an 

Edinburgh (Ladies') side in the very near future, and 
challenge has been issu d to the Royal Artillery to turn out a 
mixed side against us. 

Rugby. Not having fielded a side last games season it is 
heartening to be able to say that we have sufficienr enthusiasts 
to form a Regimental XV which, under the captaincy of 
Captain Rowlands, is due to take the field against the Royal 
Scots on 13th September. 

Basket Ball. S.Q.M.S. Lamer, our F. of S., in addition to 
being our trainer, has been gi n the honour of leading the 
basket ball field. We have joined the Edinburgh and East 
of Scotland Basket Ball Association, but have not as yet played 
any league matches. Major Gregory, previously mentioned, 
is attending a basket ball course (not in Delhi), when he will 
become all " basket ball conscious." 

Net Ball. The A.T.S. component of the Regiment are very 
keen to get cracking on this game. It remains to the 
committee to find suitable opponents. 

Table Tennis. We have rejoined the Local Edinburgh 
League and have high hopes of improving on our good 1946 
position, which was third. 

It will be of interest to readers to note that we have asked 
for an invitation to visit Catterick to play the School side 
at hockey and probably football. Our team skippers, R.Q.M.S. 
Roscoe and S.Q.M.S. Stewart, are very confident of the out
come of these two matches. We would be happy to extend 
hospitality and accommodation to any Corps team in the 
above games who care to visit Scotland. It would be 
appreciated if advance notification of any visit, and details 
of any special arrangements required, would be despatched 
to the Sports Officer, Scottish Command (M) Signal 
Regiment, Fairmilehead Camp, Edinburgh 9, in sufficient 
time. 
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* * * 
I BASH A SPUD 

In Civvy Street I thought it grand 
To give the wife a helping hand, 
And peel a humble spud or two 
When I had nothing else to do. 

But in the Army I have found 
That every foot of English ground 
Does harbour in its fragrant mud 
A mighty leather-coated spud. 

So after sunset oft I sit 
To part potatoes from their grit, 
Peeling, scraping, digging eyes, 
While all around me parings rise. 

Thus on I toil without a pause, 
Each blister blessed for victory's cause, 
Till from the monstrous muddy heap 
Naught but my blood-shot blinkers peep. 

Although the last potato done 
The battle yet is not half won-
To pander to the cookhouse needs 
I start upon a ton of swedes. 

Now this obnoxious soggy game 
Is known by a high-sounding name, 
The euphemistic appellation ... 
Vegetable preparation. 

The thought has just occurred to me, 
With which all soldiers will agree, 
That cannibals are not barbarians 
<:omparcd with cursed vegetarians. 

G . J. W OODHAM 

EASTERN COMMAND (M) SIGNAL REGIMENT 

The Aru1ual Sports Day was held at Canterbury on 29th 
July, the Royal Signals Band playing during the afternoon. 
Among our many guests we were happy to welcome our 
C.S.O., Brigadier R. H. R. Steward, C.B., C.B.E., n.s .o., M.C. , 
A.D.C. 

The weather was e.xceedingly hot, and may have accounted 
for the enthusiasm shown in the Communications Race, 
~ince in this event a pint of beer had to be drunk by the 
competitors before delivering their message. It was noted 
how the Adjutant held an easy l~d to the beer table, and 
surprised everybody by delivering the message correctly! 
Major MacGregor was well to the fore (exactly 39 yards! ) 
at the start of the Old Soldiers' Race and finished a good 
second to S.Q.M.S. Manson. Lack of space prevents the 
giving of full results, but the Guards Brigade Signal Squad
ron must be congratulated on winning the whole competi
tion. 

Thanks are due to the T.M. Troop and all the others 
who worked so hard to make the day a success, and we 
must also thank Mrs. Barker for giving away the prizes. 

The Royal Signals Band played at the Regimental Dance 
which was well attended and a grand success. 

We have enjoyed havmg the T .A. staying with us, and 
not only have we struck up many new friendships, but we 
have also met many old friends. At cricket we have so 
far managed to take all the laurels from the T.A., but there 
is still time for them to knock spots off us l 

R.H.Q. SQUADRON. Our Squadron bas only just been · 
formed, and covers many weird and wonderful activities 
from juggling with the books to weeding the gardens ! 
Juggler-in-Chief is Captain R. D. Smith, with Second
Lieutenant B. E. Stratford as his "assistant-in-juggling"; 
we welcome both of them to Canterbury. From time to 
time we hear such strange words as P.R.!., Imprest and 
Barrack Damages floating out of their office, and we are 
still wondering what it's all about. We eagerly await further 
developments ! 

SHOEBURYNESS F.S.S. TROOP. This Troop, vir
tually the " back-room boys " of the Regiment, although 
sadly depleted, has carried out a very heavy construction 
programme for the Ministry of Supply's important Experi
mental Establishment here. 

Those of you who know this area will know that most 
of the work has to be done on the lonely marsh - like 
islands in the T hames and Crouch Estuaries. Even on the 
most summerlike days there is a keen wind, and work in 
the coming winter will probably be good training for anyone 
thinking of taking up arctic exploration. 

Apart from these activities, members of the Troop have 
continued their good work of installing and manning P.A .. 
equipment for the many Army and Old Comrades' charitable 
fetes held in the excellent Garrison grounds. 

Sport. The weather has not been kind to cricketers, but 
two matches have been completed, both lost unfortunately. 
We hope to get many more games in during August, and 
IF our bowlers come off we stand a very good chance of 
registering one victory. At least we have one Australian
born member of the team, and if we can only procure a 
green cap for him we will probably frighten our opponents 
out. 

S.Q.M.S. Manson, who must be well known to many 
WIRE readers, will again assist Maldon Town in their 
Essex Junior Cup battles, and he assures us that they will 
win the Essex Cup this year. Last year they reached 
the final, and that was without his help. 

No. 2 SQUADRON. This month there has been great · 
activity by the Squadron in providing communications for 
the Olympic Games. Captain Gibson and his thit1)7 
operators have been mixing with the elite at Wembley, man
ning teleprinters and switchboards · at the Stadium and at 
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the .main Olympic centres. Lieutenant Owen was seen 
tearing his hair when someone cut his cables in Windsor 
Great Park, but otherwise the large network covering the 
Olympic Road Cycle Race went without a hitch. We have 
borrowed operators from far and wide, and only now are 
they able to return to their own domains. During their spell 
off duty most of them were able to watch the games, so we 
hope they enjoyed their stay in the sunny(?) south. 

We must congratulate Lieutenant Bayton on his recent 
marriage, and wish the newlyweds many happy and pros
perous years to come. 

INDEPENDENT GUARDS BRIGADE SIGNAL 
SQUADRON. The few months that we have been formed 
have been spent in hard training, and we can now claim to 
be a coherent Unit. Major P. G . Curry commands the 
Squadron, with Lieutenant J . Massey as Second-in
Command. S.S.M. Godfrey has now settled down to an 
extensive study of the drill manual. 

Every week during the past two months we have per
formed exercise "Southdown" for the Territorial Army, 
and we now know all the glories of the garden country, 
including the interference .of harvesting n;iachines on the 
sets in the L.C.V.s ! Parues of cherry pickers have un
officially helped local fruit farmers (and t~emselves? we 
gather! ), and they are quite prepared to ·give cherries a 
miss for another year. . 

Finally, we should like to. thank our parent Umt for all 
their help in launching us as a Squadron, and for the 
first-class Sports Day that was recently organised. 

NORTHERN IRELAND DISTRICT (MIXED) 

SIGNAL SQUADRON 

Lisburn 
September 

This month has seen the Unit outing come and go, leaving 
behind the usual happy memories. The outing, w_hicb was 
arranged by Major G. F. Bayliss, M:B.E ., M·C:·• consisted of a 
bus run to Portrush, the route taken covermg .some of the 
finest scenery in the British Isles, along the. Antrrm coast and 
the Glens of Antrim. Dinner was served m Portrus~ at the 
" Trocadero." Afterwards, everyone was free to enioy the 
town until 2130 hrs., which was the time for reassembly and 
return to Lisburn. 

The outing was in two phases to ensur~ that everyone 
would be able to take advantage of the occasion, the cost for 
the individual was 2/6, the remainder being borne by the 
Unit. Both trips were an unequalle? success, ~ue largely to 
the fact that both dates chosen provided sunshine for every-

ontrivals and departures have been at a minimum, bu~ .a 
well-known figure of the Unit has left for the Dep~t, pnor 
to a sojourn overseas--Captain Dundee. Ou! best wishes go 
with him. Another departure has been J~or Commander 
Ridler, A.T.S., who has left us for duty with. the T.A. on 
promotion to Senior Commander. Congratulauons, Madan;i. 

A hearty welcome is e:i..1:ended to Subaltern Nash wh~ is 
waiting to form her own T.A. Unit, and is now performmg 
the duties of O.C. Auxiliaries; also C.S.M. Black, who comes 
io replace Sergeant Senior. We wish them both a long and 
happy stay. · . th ti 

Entertaillm.ents have been good durmg ~he moo , m?S Y 
comprising dances, which have been held m the gy~nasmm. 
They have been w~ll supported on all occasions an.~ 
thoroughly enjoyable. 1:he A.TS. celebrated the te0nt~ versary of their formauon with a dance at H .. ., · · · 
The programme was well put together, and the d1;Jtles o~ M.C. 
were efficiently carried out by Sergeant Seruor. (Signals, 
A T s ) The highlight of the evening was the c~ttmg of the 
cake. by the youngest member of the A.T.S. m Northern 
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Ireland-Private Weldon-a girl whose family has been con
nected with the A.T.S. since its inauguration. Private 
Weldon also has a brother serving in Royal Signals. 

Congratulations to Sergeant and Mrs. Eddie Morey on the 
birth of a daughter-the same weight as a rifle! Good show, 
Eddie! 

And so, for the present good stations, everybody. 
].D. 

State Opening of Parliament 
by H.M. The King 

14th September, 1948 

BECAUSE the majority of Regiments of the Brigade of 
Guards are on foreign service, and no doubt because the 

session of Parliament opening today is only to be a short 
one, and that a new session of Parliament is to be opened with 
full pageantry in October, the streets of London were not 
lined by troops for the drive of their Majesties to and from 
Westminster. 

Possibly for this reason, and possibly because it is only, as 
described by a London policeman, a " petty " session, the 
crowds to witness the Royal drive were not as great as usual. 
It was a grey London day when their Majesties started from 
Buckingham Palace, but the sun came ~ut and shone 
brilliantly just as they entered Whitehall, passmg through the 
Horse Guards Arch. This unusual route was welcome to the 
men and girls of London District (M) Signal Squadron, ~ho, 
from the windows of the Telephone Exchange and the Signal 
Office had an unusually close view of the procession. 

Th; Sovereigns' escort escorting their Majesties in the Irish 
State Coach slowed to a very slow trot to go through the 
archway at the Horse Guards, and their Majesties were well 
seen by all. . . . 

Quickening its pace down Whitehall, the procession reached 
the Houses of Parliament and we heard the first gun of the 
Royal Salute fired a little earlier than we had expected. 

It was at this precise moment that the work of Ro~al 
Signals and the G.P.O. Engineering Department had Its 
"moment." Some days before, telephones had been installed 
at the top and at the bottom of the Vict~r~a Tower ?f the 
Houses of Parliament and at the gun position occupied by 
the King's Troop, Royal Horse ~tille_ry, in St. James's Par~. 
The telephone circuit from the Victoria Tower to St. Jam~s s 
Park was reinforced against unforeseen emergency by a. wire
less circuit with an 88 set each end. All went accorc.~ing to 
plan. As the procession approached the Houses .of P~rliament 
an observer in a window at the top of the Victoria Tower 
gave the order " Ready." On the arrival of the Irish State 
Coach at the door of the Houses of Parliament an Officer of 
the King's Troop, Royal Horse Artillery, gave the order ~o 
fire, and the first gun of the salute answered from St. James s 
Park. h k 

The unexpected shortness of the King's speec too every-
one by surprise, and windows were not maml:ed whe~ a very 
few minutes after the saluting battery had finished firmg, the 
leading files of the escort clattered through the Horse Guards 
Arch on the return journey. . 

The crowd outside quickly dispersed. The rounne of the 
telephone switchboard and the Signal Office went on. 

Contributors are reminded tJ1at the date 
for submission of items for publication 

is the 16th of the month 

• 
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HE SAID 

"You just come up 
on the point 
o fjour skate " 

SINCE returning from leave many comments have been 
passed with regard to my appearance. I admit that such 

comments are not uncalled for. In addition to sundry abra
sions adorning my features, my whole body is a mass of 
bruises from head to foot, and I limp badly. 

To dispel any rumours of vulgar pub brawls, and of 
husbands coming home suddenly, I will now record how 
these injuries were sustained. This record will also serve as 
a warning to any half-wits who entenain the utterly foolish 
idea of learning to ice skate. 

Most of the pubs being shut, I was rather at a loose end 
one evening. My sister (20 years, red head, 5 ft. 2 in., 7 st. 
8 lb., no bloke-all enquiries, "Jon," c/o H.Q., Schleswig 
Holstein Sub-Area) came rushing in from her daily toil and 
advised me to get cracking. After further enquiries I ascer
tained that she had arranged for me to accompany her, and 
satellites, to the local ice skating rink. I pointed out that 
I had never before been nearer to a pair of ice skates than 
watching Sonja Henie on the films, and even in that case my 
interest was not usually concentrated on her feet. My sister 
brushed this slight disadvantage away as being of no conse
quence, and despite vehement protestations, I found myself, 
one hour later, at the rink. 

After lashing out 2s. 6d. entrance fee (12s. 6d. with sister 
and co.) and a further ls. 6d. for the hire of skates, I found 
myself seated on a long form with many other unfortunates 
all engaged in lacing up their skating boots. They all showed 
great impatience at this valuable waste of skating time, and 
their haste caused me to debate for some minutes on the 
folly of mankind in general. I must admit that at that time 
I had no serious premonition of oncoming disaster. I was 
apprehensive, yes, but the old sub-conscious gave me no 
warning of the untold misery and suffering that was to be 
my lot before the expiration of my leave. If anyone had 
been able to tell me at that time that in a very few days I 
would be practically a physical wreck, and would shy like a 
nervous nag at even the sight of a pair of ice skates, I might 
have listened to them and packed off home. There wasn't 
a clairvoyant in sight, however, so to the ice I went. 

My sister and cronies were waiting for me at an opening 
in the barrier which led to the ice. A smile of knowing, 
joyful anticipation adorned their fair features, as they stood 
aside and courteously motioned me towards the rink. I 
politely declined their offer, and murmuring something about 
" noting the condition of the ice," I leaned against the barrier, 
lit a cigarette, and watched the skaters with what I fondly 
imagined to be an air of amused tolerance. 

Hitherto, I had always imagined ice skating to be a pastime 
which called for intense concentration and severe physical 
exertion. I was shaken rigid, therefore, to observe the extreme 
nonchalance with which the skaters waltzed round the rink. 
They skated with linked arms, hands behind their backs, 
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hands in pockets; they skated in every attitude except the 
one of bent body and swinging arms which I had pictured. 
They also chatted conventionally on their way round. 

Now I am a very firm believer in the method of learning 
by watching. I learned to drive a car this way, also to dance 
and play the piano. I have inherited this admirable trait 
from my Uncle Percy, who has spent most of his life learning 
by watching. The success of his method can be judged by 
his position in the world today. After four years in the Army, 
during which time he was employed as a mess wai~er in a 
Drill Sergeants' Training School, he is now universally 
acclaimed as the world's foremost authority on the habits 
and behaviour of backward and imbecilic children. 

Bearing this in mind, therefore, I studied the skaters closely. 
After a very short time I came to the conclusion that there 
was nothing to it. Even children of some eight or nine years 
were quite proficient. "It was just a matter of confidence," 
I reasoned. Full of courage at this thought, and stung to 
action by the many uncomplimentary remarks emanating 
from the general direction of my sister, I threw away my 
cigarette and stalked stiffly towards the barrier opening. 
Many more acquaintances had gathered round my sister by 
now, and all stood waiting for the fun. I was forcibly re
minded of a flock of ghouls waiting for the kill, but affecting 
to ignore them, I drew a deep breath and flung myself on to 
the ice. 

For the first few breathtaking seconds I was conscious of 
nothing but a sensation of speed, and then happened a con
tingency that I had somehow overlooked. My skates, instead 
of remaining upright as they should have done, suddenly 
turned inwards. This gave me a curiously bow-legged 
appearance, and i~ this manner I shot at some con_siderable 
speed across the rink. I had nearly traversed the ice when 
the thought occurred to me that I should, some time in the 
very near future, like to stop. With this laudable object in 
mind, I tentatively lifted one skate. This proved fatal. I 
lost what little balance I had, and in a split second was twist
ing and turning in a wild endeavour to keep upright. Just 
as I was about to give up the ghost, a heaven-sent oppor
tunity occurred in the fotm of a figure, going at a fantastic 
rate, just passing me. With a speed born Qf desperation I 
crutched frantically at his flying coat-tails, and with just that 
little support managed to regain my balance and slide grate
fully to the barrier, where I hung on for dear life. 

I was then aware of some commotion behind me, and 
turning, witnessed a most amazing exhibition of skating. 
The fellow whose coat-tails I had momentarily clutched 
was going through all the antics of a man in the throes of 
a particularly malignant epileptic fit. I lit a cigarette and 
watched, fascinated. 

He tore round and round in small circles, first going for
ward and then backward, one moment his right skate was 

~-,....,. .. _____ _ 
~~ 
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pointing skywards, and then his left. His arms were going 
like flails, and anyone coming within range was immediately 
bowled over like a ninepin. His face was a study. A look 
of shocked surprise clashed with one of agonised apprehen
sion. 

Altogether it was a sterling performance, but it soon became 
obvious that he was fighting a losing battle against the law 
of gravity. His struggles to regain equilibrium gradually 
became less frenzied, his frightening swoops were carrying 
him ever nearer to the ice, and suddenly the end came. His 
right leg shot towards the roof, his arms spread wide as if in 
supplication, and with one last despairing cry he hit the ice 
with a soul-shattering thump. 

Following events were even more startling. A couple 
skating arm in arm tripped over him and went down, three 
more followed, and in less time than it takes to tell the ice 
was one mass of struggling, yelling figures. It was a most 
entertaining sight, but some uncanny instinct warned me 
that the bloke at the bottom of the screaming mass of 
humanity would take a dim view of the proceedings, and once 
order was restored would in all probability wreak his ven
geance on me. Close attention to his dervish dance had 
acquainted me with his athletic prowess, and I realised that 
my thanks for the use of his coat-tails would not be taken 
in the right spirit. I took one last gratifying look at the 
ever-increasing heap of bodies, and crept quietly home. 

My sister came in later that night, and being of a pecu
liarly vindictive nature, at once regaled the whole family 
with the humiliating story. I had previously determined 
that wild horses wouldn't drag me within touching distance 
of an ice rink again, but so well did my sister tell her tale, 
and so well did she direct the scorn of the family towards 
me, that I lost my head and was stung to retaliation. Before 
I was quite aware of what I had said, I had sworn to ice 
skate as well as anyone before I returned off leave. As soon 
as the words were out of my mouth I regretted them, but it 
was too late. My sister was transported into realms of unholy 
glee, and called upon the whole family to witness my rash 
statement. In a very short time I was condemned irrevocably 
to ice skate with some degree of proficiency before the week 
was out. There was also another matter that weighed heavily 
on the future, and as soon as the storm died down I enquired 
tactfully as to the condition of the fellow who had unfor
tunately collided with me and whether or not he used the 
rink regularly. This brought forth another stream of unkind 
remarks from my sister, together with the information that 
"they had taken him to hospital." 

I went to bed that night with an easier mind. 
Now I possess a very proud and obstinate nature, and 

having once said that I would ice skate, ice skate I would. 
The next night, therefore, I was at the rink. I went in with 
my coat collar turned up, and fortunately nobody recognised 
me. That night was without any untoward incident and so . 
was every successive night. I was due to leave home on the 
Friday, and by the preceding Wednesday I could skate. 
Nothing classy, mind you, but I could skate. I still wasn't 
satisfied, however. There was just one thing I had to do. 
I expect there is a technical term for it, but I don't know it. 
I will simply call it the "reverse." This involves skating 
forward at some speed, and then corning up on the point of 
one skate, swinging half-way round, and then resume pro
gress backwards. I watched this manceuvre performed by 
various skaters dozens of times, and closely questioned them 
as to its execution. "It's quite simple, quite simple,'' they 
said. "You just come up on the point of your skate, swing 
your body to the right-and there you are." Despite all this 
advice I just couldn't bring myself to do it. I worked the 
move~ents out in my mind hundreds of times. I practised 
at home minus skates, I had it all off pat, but when I got on 
the ice I hadn't the nerve to try it. Wednesday night came 
and went and I still hadn't attempted it. I was resolved, 
however 'that it would be done that night. My sister and 
her inevitable cronies would be at the rink to judge whether 
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I had fulfilled my vow, and I would show them how simple 
this ice skating business was. 

On reaching the rink that night, I was still in confident 
mood. With an air of bored nonchalance I stalked past my 
unimpressed sister and skated on to the ice. I went once 
round the rink without mishap, and on observing the close 
attention of the watchers, decided that now was the time for 
my piece de resistance. From prolonged watching of the 
experts, I knew that the manceuvre had to be executed at 
speed. I therefore put my all into a sprint that surprised 
me more than anyone else. There was a clear patch of ice 
ahead, and I knew that it was now or never. I tensed myself, 
and then came up on the point of my skate and swung my 
body to the right. . . . 

The rink's First Aid Post was very comfortably appointed. 
I lay at my ease on a soft couch, while a nurse and two St. 
John men bound my lacerated legs, and stuck bits of plaster 
in various places. The manager of the rink joined us after 
a few minutes, and politely assisted me in the removal of my 
skates. He enquired tactfully whether I was likely to be 
coming back for another attempt, and heaved a heartfelt sigh 
of relief on learning that I was going back off leave next 
morning. He explained very apologetically that he had the 
good name of his rink to think of, and as yet he hadn't had a 
death on his hands. Did I understand? I understood, and 
painfully hobbled home. 

The next morning I dragged the shattered body to Liver
pool Street, and began the long voyage back. 

I arrived back in Plan on Monday night, and found a very 
great friend of mine waiting for me in the billet. He nodded 
sympathetically at my appearance, and made vague insinua
tions about " husbands being demobbed." I consigned him 
to the place where all sergeants and above will ultimately go, 
and enquired if there was anything new. At this he showed 
great excitement, and informed me of his great good fortune 
in securing a bargain off a "friend of his." He further 
informed me that for the sake of our beautiful friendship 
I, for the sum of 35s., could also obtain a pair. I explained 
that I would be only too delighted to lay out 35s., if he 
wouldn't mind telling me what there was a pair of. For 
answer he unwrapped a bulky parcel, and drew forth a pair 
of glittering ice skates. . . . 

I am sorry now for what happened, as we were friends for 
a very long time. It has played on my mind ever since. It 
worries me now, so I think perhaps I will finish this article 
as it's two o'clock, and I understand that visitors are allowed 
between three and four at 94 British General, Hamburg. 

"]ON" 

R EVERIE 
I like to think of Adjutants in agony; 

I love to study Colonels when in pain; 
Distressed or laboured breathing by an Acting Corporal 

teething 
Brings me happiness that always will remain. 

But acidities that lock the joints of Sergeants 
And torture Drill Instructors I prefer, 

Though a human nature lover when they threaten to 
recover 

In my dream I give the order, " As you were! " 

I like to dwell on Officers Commanding 
By rheumatism swollen at the knees, 

Of" Lieuts" with molars aching and of Quartermasters 
shaking 

From embarrassing abdominal disease. 
I would line them up aml test their imperfections 

With the kind of drill I recently began, 
Then I'd say with manner breezy, " Gentlemen, you may 

stand easy " . . . 
But I'd add with sati faction, " IF YOU CAN ! " 
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o f the Rhine 
2nd INFANTRY DIVISIONAL SIGNAL REGIMENT 

Hilden 
August 

As reported in last month's notes, the Regiment had its 
first intake of National Service men for training as Drivers 
r.c. 

At the end of the six weeks' training programme, the 
sixteen trainees who had remained at H.Q. were then given 
a driving test by the Warrant Officer in charge of the 
L.A.D., R.E.M.E., A.S.M. King, the test lasting for 
two days. Of the fourteen who were tested (the other 
two trainees being in hospital) eleven passed. A 
good percentage. The three who failed to pass their driving 
test and the two who rejoined the Course from hospital 
are having another week of intensive M.T. training, when 
it is hoped they will also pass their driving test under 
the capable supervision of the A.S.M. On Saturday, 
the day following the completion of the driving test, 

1:he Course were passed out at drill by the Com
manding Officer, Lieutenant-Colonel A. B. McVittie, 
.o.B.E., who was pleased by the manner in which they carried 
. .out both foot and arµis drill. Sergeant Yates must take full 
credit for this as he has put in a great amount of work to 
.ensure the success of the Course on the drill and discipline 
: Ide. The M.T. side of the Course, consisting of driving, 
maintenance and lectures, was very well carried out by -
Corporal Hurman and other M.T. Instructors, and the pro
.:gress made by the trainees is proof that they themselves 
were a good course and very keen to learn. During the 
last week the trainees, under the supervision of the M.T. 
Instructors, had a two days' training drive within the 
Divisional area and passed through Wuppertal, Hagen, 
Dortmund, Recklinghausen, Duisberg, Dusseldorf, then 
back to Hilden. N ight driving was practised on the one 
night of the drive to give the trainees an idea of night 
driving in this country. This drive also taught them how to 
look after themselves, as they bad their own cooking and 
feeding arrangements to make. By all accounts it was a 
highly successful venture which was thoroughly enjoyed by 
all, and which also proved instructive. 

" Yes. Dog Troop speaking! " 

lll 

The flower gardens in the Regimental Lines are still 
looking very nice and the contrast in colours very notice
able which, with the lawn, make the surroundings very 
attractive and add a touch of home life around the Barrack 
area. 

The vegetable gardens have produced a very nice variety 
of vegetables, these being issued to the Cookhouse for the 
men's dining room to supplement those drawn from 
R.A.S.C. sources. The difference that these additional vege
tables make to the daily menu is very noticeable. The meals 
in the men's dining room are really first-class, well served 
and of a good variety. This is due to the hard work put in 
by the Cook-Sergeant, Sergeant Cooley, A.C.C., and his 
staff, which I am assured is appreciated by those dining at 
H.Q. 

Arrivals and Departures. The Regiment extend a happy 
welcome to all new arrivals who have joined Divisional 
Signals this month, and hope that your stay will prove to 
be a long and happy one. 

This month we said " Good-bye" to Major and Mrs. 
Rowett and family, who have now gone to No. 16 Parachute 
Brigade; Captain Ben Robins proceeded on Class " A " 
Release, and Captain Laurie Hawes, Intelligence Corps, 
who bas proceeded to U.K. prior to posting to sunnier 
climes. 

To all those who have left to proceed on release, here's 
wishing you all the very best of luck in your venture in 
civilian life. To all those who have been posted to U.K. 
prior to posting overseas, good luck, cheerio, and all the 
very best in your new station wherever it may be. 

Troop Curiosities. Herewith reproduced is a sketch by 
Sergeant. Aitkenhead, R.A.E.C., of the dog in the Despatch 
Rider Troop answering the phone the normal way it is 
always answered, " Yes, DOG Troop speaking!" 

Warrant Officers' and Sergeants' Mess. We have seen quite 
a few changes of faces since our last publication. Sergeants 
McGuinness, Tiffin, Nock and Young have reverted to the 
Home Establishment. Mrs. Nock was fortunately able to 
accompany her husband, always a welcome fact to man and 
wife, for separations - no matter how short - are never 
popular. 

Good luck to you all, and we hope you find a happy 
berth! 

A welcome is extended to Sergeants Mears, Davies and 
Miller. Sergeant Miller was promoted to Mess status. Hearty 
congratulations; " Dusty" will be a useful addition to the 
Mess, not to mention the boost to the " family establish
ment." Sergeant Tbrumble has left us to " continue on" in 
Farelf. Good luck, " Thrum," and here's hoping you find 
the excitement for which you crave. 

Who said the age of " old pensioners " was a thing of 
the past. S.Q.M.S. Ken Bailey knows the answer-" 22 years 
on the dotted line." Well done, Ken, and do please use your 
influence! 

We have played two games of hockey against the Rest 
of H.Q. Hilden, and emerged victors each time. Corporal 
Slavin is now raising a stronger eleven and our organiser, 
F. of S. Mahon, is standing by for the challenge. Past 
members will no doubt be interested to learn that R.Q.M.S. 
Grant and Sergeant Ledger are still a driving force on the 
field of play. 

The civilian contractors, under the direction of the 
Garrison Engineer, are busy renovating our new Mess to 
be, prior to occupation. Much work is required to bring the 
building up to scratch, and we are hopeful that the work 
will soon be completed. Plans for the re-laying and im
proving the new Mess grounds were settled some time ago. 
The material is slowly coming to hand under the " get 
what you can" tactics of our P .M.C., S.S.M. Vaughan. 
A.S.M. King has designed the Mess sign, which is a real work 
of art. However, more anon. 

Mess Personalities. A.S.M. King, R.E.M.E ., t he Warrant 
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Officer in charge of our L.A.D., better known as "Tiffy," 
is a member of some three years' standing and bas 
always taken a keen interest in Mess activities. Here 
you see " Tiffy " preparing breakfast on a week-end shooting 
trip at Mohne See. Unfortunately the " wild boar" were 
not at home, but " Tiffy" is too old a campaigner at this 
shooting game to let a little thing like that damp his ardour . 
It is a good thing you took the unexpired portion," Tiffy." 

Herewith reproduced are snaps of the Mess Outing on 
the Rhine which was held on Whit Sunday and reported 
in previous notes. The trip extended from Benratb, a place 
quite near the H.Q., to Koenigswinter, and return. 

Foc•tball. The winter game is just about to commence 
again, and already a few matches have been played by 
Troops. 

The Regimental Inter-Troop League is due to commence 
this season on 15th September and will, I am sure, prove 
to be as attractive and as useful as last season when, due 

F. of S. Eckelaers, S.Q.M .S. Reece, S.S.M. Vaughan, Sergeants 
Pearce and Archiba ld w it h a party of guests 
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to the keen competmon between Troops, a really good 
Regimental side was formed. 

Cricket. The summer game has now come to a close, 
but the month of August proved to be quite a good one. 

On 18th August the Regiment played the 10th Hussars 
in the third round of the Divisional Cricket Competition, 
the game being played on the Divisional Ground at Hilden. 
The Hussars had a strong team out, won the toss and 
decided to bat. Success soon came to our bowling when 
Lance-Corporal Maloney bowled one of the opening pair 
for a " duck." After S.S.M. Vaughan had taken a wicket, 
Signalman Hurst was brought on and in his first two overs 
took three wickets. The Hussars were eventually dismissed 
for a total of 43 runs. 

When the Regimental side went in, Lance-Corporal 
Maloney was out l.b.w. the first ball of the over. However, 
Corporal Hopper and Captain Smith, D.C.M., collected 22 
runs before being separated, when S.S.M. Vaughan joined 
Captain Smith, D.C.M. Captain Smith was brilliantly 
caught and was succeeded by Captain Adlam, when 
they took the score to that of the Hussars before 
being parted. Major Paris joined Captain Adlam, who was 
bowled with the score still at 43 for 5. Major Paris, facing 
the bowling, scored the winning hit, and we were through 
to the semi-final of the competition. 

Going aboard at Bad Honnef, near Koenigswinter 

The Regiment was drawn against the 42nd Field Regi
ment, R.A., in the semi-final, the game being played at 
Hilden, and which was drawn. The match was re-played the 
following Saturday on the R.A. ground and, due to very 
good bowling by Lance-Corporal Maloney (3 for 24) and 
Signalman Hurst ( 4 for 22), the Field Regiment were 
dismissed for a total of 62 runs. 

When Signals commenced batting we were soon in trouble 
the wickets of Captain Smith, D.C.M., Corporal Hopper and 
S.S.M. Vaughan falling very quickly. Captain Simpson 
joined Lance-Corporal Maloney, who was playing a fine 
innings, and between them took the core to 33 before Captain 
Simpson, in attempting to hook a ball to leg, mistimed and 
was caught very easily. 

Wickets were falling very cheaply and at the tea interval 
the score was not at all impressive. On the resumption 
Lance-Corporal Maloney was given out l.b.w. after scoring 
18, and the remaining batsmen were soon out-the final 
score being 50 runs. 

The Field Regiment's fielding wa ver good indeed, 
seven of the Signals' team being caught, and it was their 
good fieiding that mainly brought about our defeat. 

(continued at foot of col. I, page 334) 
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Driver I.C. J. O'Callaghan 
Berlin ianal Squadron 

We feel sure that many readers of THE WIRE, visitors to 
Berlin, have met or heard of Driver O'Callaghan. There are 
not .many of his service and experience still with us. 

Present age, 50 years. 

Enlisted August, 1914, in the Royal Munster Fusiliers. 
Discharged March, 1915 (under age). 
Re-enlisted April, 1915 in R.I.R. 

Wounded and captured at St. Quen,tin, France, 1918 (21st 
March, 1918). P.0.W. nine months. 

Returned and placed on reserve March, 1919. 
July, 1919, rejoined R.A.S.C. as a driver. 

Transferred to Royal Signals as a driver in 1925 and still 
serving. 

Medals, Honours, etc. 

British War Medal, 1914-18. 
Victory Medal. 

N.W.F., India, 1921-24. 
1939-45 Star. 

France and Germany Star. 
Defence Medal. 
1939-45 War Medal. 

Long Service and Good Conduct Medal. 
Total service, 34 years. 

(continued from page 333) 
This was the last game of the season and the record of 

ga[Jles played reads: Played 13, won 7, lost 4, drawn 2. 
Highest scorers of the season : Lance-Corporal Maloney 

65, S.S.M. Vaughan 43, Major F. Wainwright 37 not out. 
Bowling analysis: Signalman Hill, 20 overs, 14 runs 

8 wickets; Lance-Corporal Maloney, 50 overs 75 runs lS 
wickets; Signalman Hurst, 54 overs, 150 runs: 22 wick~ts. 

JJEHUN SIGNAL S«tUADRON 
September 

The month passed has been a very trying time for most of 
us and it is with a sigh of slight relief that we read our 
current newspapers. 

The airlift link between Berlin and the British Zone has 
been much publicised, but little has been heard of the invisible 
"communications" bridge which has been maintained by 
the quadron, the" back-room boys of the H.Q.," as one wit 
aptly described us recently. 

With the various means at our disposal we have, for 24 
hours a day kept the traffic flowing as evenly and speedily as 
pos ible despite power cuts and other reminders of our posi
tion behind the "curtain "-including dehydrated potatoes. 

With our fingers crossed we are happy to report that, so 
far, no international incidents can be attributed to any slips 
on our part, even though sets have smoked as a result of 
the " red-hot" stuff passing through them. 

When our O.C. goes into a " huddle " with Major Toombs, 
the SX chief at local H .Q., some of us, remembering them 
at 1 Corps in the past, wonder when the " Ashtray" exercises 
are going to finish. 

Even though flaps and nocturnal adventures have been the 
order of the day (and night), life, in some respects, has gone 
on normally. For instance, we were able to rustle up a 
photographer to produce a portrait of Paddy O'Callaghan in 
an effort to challenge the fine record of service reported in 
last month's WmE. What an example soldiers of such stand
ing set for the first of our National Service men just arriving. 

When the Camp Commandant retires very shortly, Paddy 
will have the honour of being the oldest soldier in Berlin. 
At 50 years of age he is still a prpficient Driver i/c and in 
his spare time performs the duties of postman and armourer. 
We hope to see his excellent record produced on another page 
of this issue. 

We have watched, too, the normality of nature as our Unit 
garden has progressed under the watchful eye and green 
fingers of the S.S.M. and his "volunteers." In between 
periods of watching the Sunderlands, Yorks and Dakotas 
passing overhead, we have See£! the tomatoes produce what 
must be an abnormal harvest of fruit, which, together with 
other produce, has gone into the Garrison " kitty " to help 
out on the dehydrated veg. which circumstances demand 
being issued. Does anyone know bow to dehydrate beer? 

Departures from the Squadron are still too numerous to 
mention individually, and our loss is the Ministry of Labour's 
gain. 

Sig nals o n patrol with the Brandenb urge r To r in the backgrou nd 
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Signals on patrol 

However, quite a number of the boys are deciding to make 
. the Army their career, and our figures to date are reasonably 

high. It has been rumoured that our O.C. is seriously con
templating a transfer to his recruiting office at home-he 
feels he may better himself financially that way. 

The new arrivals are settling down to some real hard work 
and are already chatting to each other on the air. I sincerely 
hope they will enjoy their stay in Berlin. 

We rounded off the cricket season with a convincing win 
against a German XI. Played on the Maifield Ground at the 
Olympic Stadium on 25th August in uncertain weather, the 
visitors won the toss and elected to bat. They were soon in 
trouble and had lost six wickets for the paltry total of 34 
runs, but the seventh wicket stand took the score to 97 before 
the partnership was broken. They were eventually all out 
for 127 runs. After tea, our innings was opened by Lance
Corporal Fifield and Driver Wignall, but we were soon in 
trouble when Fifield was caught with only one run on the 
score board. Runs came fairly frequently after this setback, 
and, with the score at 128 for four wickets, stumps were 
drawn. The bowling of Major L. J. Parker (three for 22) 
and Lance-Corporal Watts (four for 28) is worthy of special 
praise. Mention must be made, too, of the fine batting of 
Sergeant Richardson and Sergi:ant Liley who both carried 
their bats after scoring 39 and 34 respectively, and Driver 
Wignall, one of our few all-rounders, made a very useful 28. 

With the cricket gear on the shelf until nex1: season, the 
football and hockey gear is now getting the cobwebs knocked 
off it. 

Unfortunately we are unable to raise our own hockey team 
but are proud of the fact that we have four members of the 
Squadron in the H.Q. B.T.B. representative side. 

Football, as usual, draws the most interest, and, after a 
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couple of trial matches, we have built up a very useful team. 
On 8th September we played Camp H.Q. and gave them 

a good licking to the tune of eight goals to one. In spite of 
the huge score many opportunities were missed and we 
should have won by a much greater margin. Driver 
Wignall's constructive play at inside-left was excellent and, 
although he did not find the net, credit must go to him for 
making the openings for most of the goals. ignalman 
Barfoot, too, was very impressive at centre-forward and scored 
five of the goals, and Corporal Preston, playing at centre
half, had a very good game indeed. With a few more games 
together we hope to produce a really good tear.1. 

On Saturday, 21st August, at the Garrison Church, Berlin, 
Signalman Turner was married to Gisela Holz. The bride 
wore a dress of white crepe with veil and carried a bouquet 
of red roses. 

Lance-Corporal Fifield acted as best man and the bride was 
given away by her brother. 

After the wedding a reception was held at the bride's home 
and was well attended by members -0f the Squadron. 

We wish Signalman and Mrs. Turner all the happiness in 
the world. 

We welcome the return of S.Q.M.S. Jimmy Gould to the 

Signalman Turner and his bride 

Mess after a short spell in " dock." Rumours have it that he 
has been relieved of a chain and anchor! Did the gypsy 
forecast this one? 

More next month. 

* * 

ROY AL SIG r AL 

1949 

"ROCKY" 

* 

DIARY 

On page 358 will be found a special announcement giving 
full details regarding size, style, price, etc. The diary 
contains many pages of useful and interesting information, 
including coloured road maps of the British Isles. Order 
your copy N OW. 
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A REPORT BY CAPTAIN R. E. ROOKS, ROYAL SIGNALS 

A Jo11rney to lstres 
and Beturn 

THE object of the '>isit was to recover a number of items of 
stores held surplus at 103 Staging Post, Istres, France. 

In addition, the Squadron had orders to recover similar items 
from 137 Staging Post, Bordeaux. 

The route followed was as follows: -Giitersloh, Cologne, 
Aachen, Maastricht, Hasselt, Louvin, Brussels, Tournai, 
Lille, Arras, Peronne, La Fere, Laon to Avignon, Orgon, 
Salon, Miramas, Istres. On the return journey this route 
was followed to Laon, from thence to La Fere, St. Quentin, 
Cambrai, Douai, Lille, Tournai, Mons, Charleroi, Namur, 
Hasselt, Maastricht, and so on as before. 

On 22nd June we were on our way to Istres at 0730 hrs. 
promptly, crossing the frontier at Aachen at 1500 hrs. (Cen
tral European Time, 1400 hrs. Belgian Time). Here we ran 
into a very heavy storm. Our route took us to Liege, but on 
arrival at the Dutch-Belgian frontier I was informed that, as 
British subjects of the Armed Forces, we would have to cross 
into Belgium at a village named Bildershaan, between 
Maastricht and Hasselt. We crossed at this point at 1530 hrs. 
(new time). At 1600 hrs. we ran into another heavy rain
storm, which did not stop until we reached Brussels at 2000 
hrs. These two storms had reduced our speed to about 
15 m.p.h. As the weather was still uncertain, I concluded 
that there would be no point in continuing, so I contacted 
the Belgian Air Force H.Q., now occupying " the barracks 
vacated by the R.A.F. Delegation to Brussels, who agreed 
to put us up for the night. 

I called reveille at 0600 hrs. next morning. We had break
fast and were ready to move off at 0745 hrs. As Brussels 
is a large town without signposts, we had slight difficulty in 
finding our way out. To avoid accidents and to keep the 
convoy in one piece we travelled at about 5 m .p.h., to the 
disgust and infuriation of the local inhabitants, if the number 
of ~o~s sounded and the glances we received were any 
md1canon. However, we pressed on and, with the help of a 
taxicab driver, we finally ploughed our way out of Brussels 
on the road to Mons at about 0900 hrs. 

Our intention was to cross the Belgian-French frontier at 
a point between Mons in Belgium and Maubeuge in France. 
On arrival here we were informed by the Customs Officers 
that we could not cross the frontier at this point but would 
have to go to Hertain, between Tournai and Lille. We 
crossed at this point at 1230 hrs. Lille is another large city 
where no signposts for Douai could be seen. A Frenchman . . . . ' 
noong our mdeclS!on, cycled two miles out of his way to 
put us on the road to Arras. He explained that the Lille
Douai road was u/s. We took his advice and made for 
Arras. We arrived at a point about 20 miles from Rheims 
at 2100 hrs., cooked our evening meal and bedded down 
under the lorries on what appeared to be a disused car park. 

At 0430 hrs., 24th June, I called reveille, and daily main
tenance and refuelling completed, we were off ~t 0630 hrs. 
camping at 2230 hrs. in a field about 15 miles from Macon'. 
~e were on our way at 0400 hrs. next morning. My inten
non was to get through Lyons before the daily traffic was 
out. 
. Lyons is a large cio/ of 1,000,000 inhabitants and again no 

signposts. Here agam we floundered round until we came 
to a police station. I explained our predicament in my best 
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French. A French policeman was thereupon put in the first 
vehicle and he conducted us through Lyons on the road to 
Marseilles. We halted about 10 miles from Lyons for a clean 
up, breakfast and refuelling and maintenance, and at 0900 hrs. 
were ready to move off. We finally arrived at our destination 
at 1900 hrs., Friday, 25th June, without incident. 

On arrival at Istres I learned that the Signal Officer, 
Flight-Lieutenant Munn, R.A.F., was on U.K. leave and 
would not be back until the following Tuesday. All vehicles 
were off-loaded, cleaned and checked. The date for our 
return journey was left open, but all stores were assembled 
ready for loading. After meeting the Signal Officer the 
time and d~te for return was set for 0730 hrs. Friday, 2nd 
July, 1948. 

I decided to take a little more time for our return journey 
for two reasons. Firstly, we should have to travel more 
slowly as we were loaded. Secondly, I had no relief driver 
for Signalman Stanyon. The convoy made Lyons by 1900 
hrs., and we stopped for the night at 1930 hrs. in a field. 
Here I might say we had a stroke of luck. At our mid-day 
halt we were approached by a very pretty French girl smoking 
a pipe. She asked if we were going through Lyons and 
explained that she was hitch-biking to Lyons. I asked if she' 
knew Lyons well. Yes, she lived there. I suggested that in 
return for a lift to Lyons she should put us on to the Macon 
road. She agreed to this and we were through Lyons in 20 
minutes. 

The convoy was on the road at 0745 hrs. next morning, 
3rd July, 1948, stopping at 2130 hrs. for the night by the 
road. On the next day I decided to change our route 
slightly. Our French friend of Lille had told us that the 
Lille-Douai road was u/s. Whilst accepting his advice on 
the downward journey, I argued that two large adjacent 
towns are bound to have a road connecting them. We found 
the deviation and stopped near an old disused R.A.F. build
ing for our last brew-up for the night. Time was now 1730 
hrs. and it was raining. 

The convoy crossed the frontier into Belgium at 1900 hrs. 
and pressed on in the pouring rain. Here again I decided on 
a minor deviation. Instead of entering Brussels I decided 
time would be saved, although greater mileage would be 
covered, by circumventing the capital. 

It was still raining heavily when we entered a village the 
other side of Mons at 2215 hrs. It was too dark to see the 
name. I stopped the convoy on a bare patch just as we 
entered and had all the lorries pulled off the road. Everyone 
was comfortably settled and I was clearing a small space in 
the back of the first lorry for myself. I noticed a Belgian 
policeman hovering around. To identify ourselves, I 
approached the policeman and explained that the drivers had 
been driving since 0730 hrs. and would it be possible for tbe 
convoy of one British Officer and four British Other Ranks 
to rest on this plot? As he was unable to speak English 
and we could not speak Flemish, we addressed him in Ger
man. The policeman immediately adopted a most hostile 
attitude and enquired if we were German P.O.W.s. We 
again informed him that we were British personnel and 
repeated the request. He agreed we could rest here for the 
night and left . 
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I returned to my rather uncomfortable bed, which did not 
quite dodge the leaks in the tarpaulin, draped around and 
over Tele F.s, repeaters and coils for BBL!., for an uncom
fortable night. At about 2230 hrs. I was on the point of 
dropping off when I was disturbed by cars stopping and 
bodies poking around the vehicles. Still raining, of course. 
An English-speaking voice asked me if I was in charge of 
the convoy and demanded the ctJ.s'tody of all Germans. 
Further, he would like to see my papers. 

Putting my boots on, I discovered that I had placed the 
right boot directly under a leak. Suppressing an inclina
tion to say a few unkind words, I smiled as graciously as I 
could at 2345 hrs. in the rain and said I would be very glad 
to oblige the Monsieur. Another uncomfortable half an hour 
was spent in the rain inspecting the vehicles, their loads and 
the drivers, comfortably asleep---damn them-in the front. 
Being small, the drivers could spend quite a comfortable night 
in the front. Papers were checked while one of the policemen 
was unloading his Sten. On turning round I discovered there 
was one policeman behind me pointing a revolver at the small 
of my back. The head of the party satisfied himself that I 
was a British Officer, but wanted to know where the ? ? 

No. 11 AIR FOHMATION SIGNAL REGIMENT 

Buckeburg 

Regimental Headquarters and No. 1 Squadron are 
stationed at Biickeburg. 

Our main pre-occupation during the last weeks has been 
"Operation Plane Fare." Later in these notes you will find 
a short article by a Signalman who is taking a part in the 
Operation. The air lift of food to Berlin has been sufficiently 
written up in the National Press, and all will be aware of 
what is taking place. A very heavy increase in air traffic and 
the provision of new airfields has thrown a considerable strain 
on the resources of this Regiment. All ranks have been work
ing really hard. 

No. 2 Squadron is stationed at Sundern. During the last 
few weeks they have been shooting on the range and, although 
the results were not up to Bisley standard, they were not too 
bad when one considers that the majority of fellows have had 
very little experience in firing rifles and Stens. 

It is with regret that we have to announce the closing of 
the Squadron's Sergeants' Mess with effect from 31st August 
owing, in the main, to the big shortage of members. On the 
21st August a grand social evening was held in the Mess 
and we had the pleasure of the company of the 0.C. 
Squadron, Major Jarvis, and his wife, and the Officers of 
the Squadron and their wives. The party went with a swing, 
helped by a four-piece band from the Training School. A 
very good time was had by all, although judging by the 
weary looks on faces in the early hours of Sunday morning, 
one wonders what is the definition of a good time as applied 
to social functions. On the Tuesday following, members of 
the Mess held a dinner in the W.0.s' and Sergeants' Mess, 
Giitersloh, and after dinner returned to the Mess to finish 
the evening, and once again a good time was had, helped 
greatly by the" Crosby "-like swooning-sorry crooning of our 
school man, Sergeant Lyons. 

An athletic team from the Squadron wa sent to represent 
the Regiment in the B.A.F.0. Athletic Championships held 
at R.A.F. Station, Utersen, on 17th and 18th August. Des
pite the lack of training, the team put up a very creditable 
performance and is to be congratulated on it. Captain 
Milligan and Signalman Healy-Hutchinson were particularly 
successful in obtaining second and third places in the Long 
Jump and 440 Yards respectively. They will be competing 
for B.A.F.O. in an athletic meeting with the C.C.G. at 
Hanover on 4th September. Other finalists were S.Q.M.S. 
Bain, Sergeant Wrench, Sergeant Lyons, Signalmen Mullen, 
Reid, N oble, Fairbairn and Steer. 
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Germans were. Very patiently I explained that my party 
consisted of myself, four British soldiers, three lorries and 
the loads contained therein. After another search around 
the convoy they decided I had no German P.O.W.s on board 
and left. 

We were up again at 0600 hrs. (still raining!) and on the 
road. At 0630 hrs. we stopped, cooked breakfast, had a 
wash and brush up, refuelled and were on our way again at 
0800 hrs. It stopped raining at 0930 hrs. The frontier 
into Holland was crossed at 1630 hrs., into Germany at 
Aachen at 1730 hrs. In Aachen it began to rain heavily. We 
were through Cologne and on the Autobahn at 2100 hrs., and 
pressed on to get past the deviation in Diisseldorf. At 0015 
hrs. we stopped on the Autobahn for a final brew-up. A 
conference was held and everyone voted to press on without 
stopping for Giiter~loh, which we entered at 0400 hrs. 
Tuesday, 6th July, 1948. 

Mileage for the journey was : -
Outward journey . . . . . . . . . . . . 1,040 miles 
Return journey . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 998 miles 

Total . . . 2,038 miles 

OPERATION PLANE-FARE 

Since No. 80 W.S.T. were last heard of in THE WIRE 
they have tasted quite a bit of operational work. 

First came operation "Knicker," the supplying of B.T.B. 
and C.C.G. personnel with food. Here they provided the 
nerve centre of the operation. Then came operation " Plane
Fare," supplying the British section of ~erlin with. fO?<l, 
where at first the Troop provided the mam commumcanon 
of A.A.T.O. Then, as this organisation expanded, Wunstorf 
Airfield became too small and reorganisation became neces
sary. First to leave was H.Q., who went to Buckeburg and 
came under the care of No. 1 Squadron, 11th A.F.S.R.; 
then the Daks, they went to Fassburg and were tended by 
No. 139 Line Troop. 

During all this the airfield underwent drastic changes, ~ 
rapid that at times it was unable to keep check. Comm~
cations were wanted here, there and everywhere, operanons 
rooms, check points, new cables, all had to be installed. 
To accommodate W.A.A.F. tele-ops. in more pleasant sur
roundings a suggestion was even made to move the station 
telephone exchange ! . . 

\Vben this operation started it was accomparued by ram 
and more rain, making working and living conditions almost 
unbearable. The average working day was 16 hours, when 
men returned to their quarters tired, muddy and wet, only 
to share a room which normally holds three with six or 
seven others. Beds were unheard of for some and they had 
to be content with the floor. 

At the start of the operation the Troop was supplemented 
by a detachment of 2nd L. of C. Signal Regiment, but 
with the move of A.A.T.O. this detachment left. 

To accommodate all the communications required it was 
necessary to replace the station switchboard with a larger 
one a job that provided excess worry but which was under
tak~n and completed in record time. Also there was new 
navigational aids installed, new camps wired. Our present 
commitments jumped from comfortable working to some
thing four times as great. 

Great responsibility rested on the linemen, who were 
ably helped out by the operators, both T.S.B.O. and q.K.L., 
who laid aside their white collar jobs and really dug m and 
had their faces and hands dirtied even the troop draughts
men, who exchanged pencils for pliers). The spirit of com
radeship and of mucking in was excellent .. O~ drivers kept 
their vehicles on the road by sheer determ1nanon. 

For night work there were always ample volunteers. This
may be because supper which was served at about 0130 hrs. 
was the best meal of the day. 
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•• .\ .. TRADES TIL'\.INING S('HOOL 

Sundern 
August 

Having joined the Army and due to being posted to the 
Royal ignals, I found myself on draft for the B.A.O.R. 
where I understood I was to be trained. After a few days 
of travelling and time spent in transit I eventually arrived 
at the R.A.F. tation undern, which is located about 50 
miles south-ea t of Osnabri.ick where I found the " A " 
Trades Training chool, and I shall now try to give the 
reader a small picture of the life as I found it. 

The routine of the da ts as follows: Reveille is at 0630 
hrs. breakfast until 0730 hrs., and we are on parade at 
0755 hrs. Having been ctismissed we then proceed to the 
class-room to undergo the tortures of a.c. theory or what
ever ubject we have reached in our course. The first break 
is at 0930 hrs. when trainees-myself included-depart en 
masse to the nearby hostelry suitably named " The ignals' 
Inn " and refreshed by wads and char we are ready to 
return to the clas -room for further instruction until 1230 
hrs. The afternoon work occupies our time from 1330 hrs. 
until 1630 hrs., which is of course followed by tea. 

The two half days in the week occur on Wednesdays and 
Saturdays. The former is usually taken up with organised 
ports and activities, such as athletics on the very aptly 

named " Wembley Stactium " on the camp, football on the 
" Airstrip," cross-country running, or possibly a swim in 
the open-air swimming pool located a few yards from the 
gates of the camp, the latter, of course, only when the 
weather permits. Certain personnel seem to be desirous of 
throwing themselves around the German skies in flimsy 
contraptions which take the form of gliders, and for them 
several well organised clubs are available. 

The course itself is as interesting as one can make it, 
aided -naturally by the" enthusiasm of our instructors. It 
consists of approximately eight weeks of common theory 
and then the split between Radio and Line personnel comes 
into effect, bringing with it a friendly rivalry which occa
sionally could lead to unpleasantness were it not for the 
proximity in which we work. In the evenings ample facilities 
are provided for further sport, and often necessary study. 
The station has its own cinema, large N.A.A.F.I. canteen, 
educational and part-time study facilities, such as German 
classes, leather work classes, and a play-reading circle. Apart 
from these activities, one finds that time is very short, par
ticularly on Friday evenings when great preparations are 
always in progress, in view of the fact weekly tests and 
a Barrack Room inspection fall on Saturday (much loathed) 
mornings, but as usual the time passes very quickly and 
the afternoon has arrived, the clamour ·for week-end passes 
at the School Office is at its height, and all are desirous of 
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c:1ther going away for the week-end to a leave centre or 
obtaining as early a lunch as possible so that we may have 
as long a time as possible for ourselves, and so, as always, 
the week-end passes with its few hours of laziness-the 
peacefulness of the walk in the park, the quiet serenity of 
the Saturday afternoon cricket match reminding us so much 
of life at home; the Sunday services in the Station Church 
and, finally, the quiet read before lights out. And so the 
week has passed, and the dreaded Monday morning looms in 
view-a new clas -room, a new subject and, possibly, a fresh 
instructor. New faces arrive as old ones ctisappear, until 
one is faced with the reality that one's turn is next to go 
on posting. One looks back upon the time spent, both 
pleasant and unplea ant, the trip to the opera, ctigging 
fatigues, quiet walks in the country, and on the whole one 
realises how pleasant it all has been, and as one leaves the 
camp for the last time, looking back upon the road stretch
ing from the Guardroom to the School Blocks whose home 
it has been for the last four months, one realises that it is 
a place remaining always in one's memory as the part of 
one's Army career where training was undertaken. 

S.S. 

It was with considerable apprehension and regret that I 
left the Wireless Troop at H.Q. · B.A.O.R. Signal Regiment 
to become one of the instructors at the " A " Trades Train
ing School, but I must admit that as soon as I had arrived 
I felt quite at home. The School is under the administration 
of o. 11 Air Formation Signal Regiment and it is located 
in the R.A.F. Camp, Sundern. The hours of duty which 
are common to most instructors are, of course, the same 
as the trainees', \vith the addition of time to be spent in 
marking and setting the examinations. It is extremely for
tunate for us that the School is located in such admirable 
buildings, for the lecture rooms and workshops provide 
very genial surroundings in which .to instruct-the rooms 
are light and airy and acoustics are good. It is the policy 
of the School that an instructor has one or more fixed 
subjects to instruct, there being one set of Line instructors 
and the other for Radio. As for myself, I am with the 
former group. 

When the School was in its early stages we had only 
about 60 trainees under instruction, but in the last months 
it has risen to nearly 180, and when the inctividual courses 
split up into the Line and Radio Sections-having been 
guided together through the depths of common theory and 
common equipment-the instructors found themselves with 
very little spare time, as the ravages of demobilisation were 
constantly threatening to reduce our already small numbers. 
However, in what little time we have had available the 
instructors have formed a fairly active Amateur Radio Club, 
and at the moment have four transmitters in operation 
oper~ted by our F.O.S., Sergeant John Beale, Sergeant 
Collins, Corporal Edwards and myself. Our chief worry is 
not so much a lack of contacts over the air but rather 
frequent reports of broadcast channel interference within the 
camp boundary, and for this reason the majority of our 
operating is carried out as with most " hams " in the early 
hours of the morning. 

As I write this article the leaves are already beginning 
to turn on the trees outside the office window and to 
think that within a few months this School will ~o longer 
be seems hard to realise. For in the short space of time 
many friends have been made amongst ourselves, our R.A:F. 
hosts and those passing through the School, but I for one 
think in common with many others that we will all look 
back with satisfaction and happy memories upon " The 
School " in which, one might say, we worked lived and 
had our interests. ' ' 

To those who have passed through the School, those here 
now, and a~l who have visite? us we send you our greetings 
and best wishes for the coming festive season and the New 
Year. 

LIEUTENANT N. S. LILLEY. 
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No. 1 WlllEl.ESS llEGIMENT 

Humburg 
August 

It seemed the sun would never shine when July was 
beralded in. Indeed the storm was almost tropical in its 
intensity. However, the latter part of the month brought 
forth a compensating tropical sun. The swimming pool 
then, of course, became the hub of the Unit, and even 
the most ard~nt non-swimmers were found receiving instruc
tions from our very energetic P.T. Staff. 

During the month we have said farewell to one of the 
veritable founders of the Regiment-Major J. McD. Glass
who left for a course in U.K. We all wish him the very 
best of luck and hope it will not be long before we see him 
back here in B.A.0.R. again . 

Success to some degree came to the Unit garden enthu
siasts when the Regiment obtained third place in the 
B.A.O.R. Barrack Gardens Competition. Special mention 
must be made of Sergeant W. Webster, whose constant 
enthusiasm has really kept things growing, and of Corporal 
A. Bull, whose individual garden received warranted praise. 
The horticulture team of Second-Lieutenant R. W. Webster 
and Sergeant W. Webster, having rested on their laurels, 
are now praying for the sun to ripen the very prolific but 

..oh! so green tomatoes. 
Cricket. Our cricket team played its first game in July 

against C.C.G. Play was of quite a high standard. The 
weakness of our batting was ably compensated for by the 
~evastating effect of our bowlers, Sergeant Ellis, Signalman 
Gomm and Driver Critcher, on the C.C.G. team, who 
were narrowly defeated by 12 runs. In the second match, 
however, the C.C.G. really had their revenge, defeating 
our team by 50 runs. The deciding game, due to be played 
next month, is therefore likely to be keenly contested. 

Hockey has been confined to frequent Inter-Troop games 
which even so have been of a high standard. 

A Unit team is now ready to take the field against all 
comers. 

In Basket Ball there has been terrific Inter-Troop com
petition and from the talent displayed in the games so far 
it should not be difficult to produce quite a crectitable team 
for area competitions. 

The Sergeants' Mess and Officers' Mess have been regu
lar contestants in tennis, shooting and table tennis tourna
ments. 

August generally was a ctisappointing month, most out
door activities being restricted by an almost continual down-
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pour. However, a number of the Unit's regular engagements 
carried on, among these being basket ball, shooting, tombola, 
Unit dances and, of course, the Unit cinema. 

Departures recently have, unfortunately, been as frequent 
as arrivals. 

Second-Lieutenant R.· W. Webster and Staff-Sergeant Lile 
left us for Civvy Street, whilst postings to other units have 
caused the departure of Captain C. F. Vinn and Staff
Sergeant Bosanquet-Bryant. On the brighter side, however, 
R.Q.M.S. Stratton recently became the very proud father of 
a daughter, born on the 7th July, who was christened on 
Sunday, 29th August, 1948, and named Elisabeth Gillian, in 
the Unit Chapel. Congratulations to Mr. and Mrs. Stratton. 

Recently there bas been a spate of lffiusic in the Unit. 
Did someone say "corny music"? I trust not, for Staff
Sergeant Thompson and Sergeant Sharples would insist that 
their very excellent ensemble was in true Western style. 
Indeed, its success has spurred greater efforts from the hope
fuls intencting to form a Uriit dance band. At the moment 
the result of their efforts is rather more inctividualistic than 
combined but at least it's loud. 

Football. The football season started for us with a home 
match against 15 B.O.D. The match, played in excellent 
weather, started off in fine style, but it was soon evident that 
the Ordnance team was superior due to their combined team 
work. However, they had to fight hard for their success, final 
score being 3-1. With a little more practice the Unit team 
should carry on in fine style and great hopes are held for 
the ensuing matches in Hamburg District League, the first 
place of which was so narrowly missed last season by the 
Unit team. 

Basket Ball. An inter-Troop basket ball league is now in 
full swing. Games take place every evening and competition 
grows steadily more keen. With such frequent practice it 
is hoped that a formidable Unit team will be formed for inter
Unit activities. 

Similarly, in hockey, inter-Troop ga~s are very frequent. 
Indeed, it is not unusual to see football, hockey and basket 
ball games in progress each ~vening. 

A.T .S . SIGNALS, GERMANY 

Since our last news bulletin appeared in THE WIRE, we 
have suffered large losses amongst our officers. Sad farewell 
have been said to Subaltern M. E. Roe, who we now hear 
is a D.S.O. at Salisbury; Subaltern D. C. Harris, of B.F.N. 
and Mercury fame, who is at present at home attempting to 
spin out her Python leave to rather unusual lengths; and 
Subaltern Mary Wynn, last heard of at the Hook of Holland, 
having lost all her luggage en route. We offer our sincere 
congratulation to Lieutenant J. Morton, who has persuaded 
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Subaltern Wynn that marriage is a better career than the 
A.T.S., and we wish them both e ery happine . 

To compensate u for our losses, Subaltern " Pip " Carlisle 
ha arrived on the scene and spends her time dashing madly 
around Bad Oeynhausen trying to find A.T.S . who can run 
the l 00 yards in le than 14 seconds. As she has only found 
one volunteer we can only assume that this is due to . the 
number of second helpings consumed in the cookhouse, 
although it is rumoured that the N .A.A. F. I. at Bad Oeyn
hausen would go bankrupt if A.T.S. Signals moved out. 

Whilst on the subject of sport, we offer congratulations to 
all members of our rounders team, who came second in the 
Inter-Group Rounders Rally held at Herford on 10th July. 

We have noticed recently frantic activity amongst A.T.S. 
in the gardens. This no doubt is due to the fact that the 
gardening competition is soon to be held and the lucky 
winners will supplement their weekly earnings with avings 
Certificates. This no doubt explains why all the officers and 
sergeants are gardening so enthusiastically. 

Three of our sergeants, namely Sergeant Shead Sergeant 
Edens and Sergeant Hodgson, recently lashed out and went 
on an organised trip down the Rhine. They reported rather 
late for duty the following Monday afternoon and the reason 
they gave for this was that the train went the wrong way. 
We feel that even sergeants should be able to think up a better 
excuse than this, especially the Orderly Room Sergeant, who 
should know all the answers by this time. 

Wedding bells have again been ringing in the Unit, this 
time for Lance-Corporal Scott (now Mrs. Russell), Private 
Lefevre (now Mrs. Evans), and Private Cooper (who married 
Signalman Osborne, demobbed from No. 2 L. of C. Signals 
Regiment). In conclusion we e}l."tend our best wishes to 
Subaltern H. Evans, who returned from leave wearing a 
diamond ring on the third finger of the left hand. As 
Subaltern Evans is the present Quartermaster, we feel this is 
the right time for any Auxiliary who has lost her kit to 
approach her. 

No. 4 A.G.K.A. SIGNAi, s •tUADllON 

eptember 

ince the last issue of THE WIRE, the Unit sporting activi
ties have switched rather abruptly from the somewhat 
leisurely cricket to the more strenuous games of football and 
hockey. To date, hockey predominates. Bat and pads have 
disappeared and football boots and hockey sticks have once 
again been taken out of heavy preservation. 

After a most successful cricketing season, which included 
the winning of the No. 4 A.G.R.A. area knock-out competi
tion, the team was unfortunately beaten by 2nd Echelon in 
the semi-final of the District Tournament. I t was a jolly 
good game, providing a very fine standard of cricket, and no 
doubt the better team won, but it was none the less rather 
a sorry ending to such a promising start. 

Demob ha no respect for sport, and most of our better 
footballers have long since departed. Despite this setback, 
the Squadron are committed to the " B " League of the Lune
burg District, and the combined H .Q. and Signals to the 
" A. " League. Our new lads are young and keen, and I'm 
Stp."e they will up hold the traditions of the 4th Armoured 
Brigade Signals football team of last winter. This year we 
might even beat the R.A.F. Regiment stationed at the Lune
burg Airfield, whilst last year we could only hold them to a 
draw! 

To the latest arrivals to the Squadron we extend a very 
hearty welcome. With every respect to your age and service 
groups, we do hope tha't your stay will be long, as it will 
most certainly be pleasant. To those departed to the luxuries 
of civil life in the U.K. we say "Cheerio chaps, thanks for 
coming." 

Last month I promised a photograph or two of the Unit 
at work or play, or both. This month I'm in the happy 
position of being able to oblige with what should prove 
some very interesting pictures-with the Editor's approval 
and co-operation. 

after a very successful cricket ing season . How success radiates happin ess I, 
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OLYMPIC GAMES 
COMMUNICATIONS 

• 
Assistance by Royal Signals-July 15 to August 14, 1948 

THE following is a precis of an official report rendered by 
O.C. Eastern Command Signal Regiment, and although 

the Olympic Games are rather past history, this brief account 
is published because of its general interest. 

The commitment given to the Regiment in the communica
tions of the Olympic Games consisted of two distinct parts: 
Teleprinter and telephone operating at the Olympic Stadium 
and Housing Centres in London and telephone communica
tions for reporting the road cycle race in Windsor Great Park. 

Teleprinters anti Telephone Operating 

at Olympic• Centres 

The total employed on this work numbered 20 teleprinter 
operators and eight telephone switchboard operators. These 
came from all Commands in the United Kingdom. 

The main centre for the teleprinter network was in the 
Civic Hall, which is adjacent to Wembley Stadium. There 
the teleprinter switchboard was located and a "bank " of 
seven other teleprinters was available for one-to-one working 
to cater for administrative traffic including the draws for 
heats. This communication, of necessity, stimulated an Army 
Signal Office. During practice before the commencement of 
the games, civilians were trained to act as checks and clerks, 
and time was devoted to training the civilian staff and military 
operators in the required procedure . 

There were two systems : 
"B" Broadcast. The following were the stations on the 

"B" Broadcast: The Editor in the Civic Hall, the B.B.C., 
the Press Office, and the sending point for this broadcast, the 
Arena Manager's Box, which was right by the running track 
in Wembley Stadium. The purpose of this broadcast was 
to clear to the a/m stations the results of events taking place 
in Wembley Stadium. From the Press Office these results 
were circulated to Press reporters. 

" A " Broadcast. The purpose of the " A " Broadcast 
was to circulate to all concerned the results of events which 
were taking place in arenas other than Wembley Stadium 
(e.g., swimming, fencing, basket ball, wrestling, boxing, 
shooting, etc., events). 

The results were first edited on receipt by the Editor and 
passed by band to the sending point for this broadcast, which 
was in the Civic Hall. Stations on this Broadcast were the 
Press Office, Arena Manager's Box, Scoreboard, B.B.C., 
Empress Hall, 37 Upper Brook Street (Olympic H.Q.), Rich
mond Park, Uxbridge and West Drayton Competitors' 
Centres and Henley (at a later date Empress Hall was removed 
from this broadcast so that the circuit could be used for 
incoming results from Empress Hall) . 

Again-as in the " B " Broadcast-these results were 
duplicated in the Press Office and distributed to members 
of the Press. This presented an interesting feature in that 
the teleprinters in the Press Office had loaded type-heads 
which cut stencils direct instead of printing on ordinary 
teleprinter paper. These stencils were then placed on electric 
duplicators and the requisite number of copies of both " A" 
and "B" Broadcasts (400 in each case) run off. 

General. Of the Teleprinter Stations mentioned above, 
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Royal Signals and A.T.S. Signals manned the following: 
Communications Centre (Civic Hall), Wembley; Arena 
Manager's Box, Wembley Stadium; Scoreboard, Wembley 
Stadium; Empress Hall, Earl's Court; 37 Upper Brook Street 
and Richmond Park Competitors' Centre . 

RA.F. Operators manned Uxbridge and West Drayton 
Competitors' Centres and Henley. 

Telephone Switchboards. Royal Signals personnel manned 
two telephone switchboards, one at Richmond Park Competi
ton;' Centre and the other at Empress Hall, Earl's Court. A 
24-hour service was provided at both these exchanges. The 
Rjchmond Park Exchange consisted of two 10+ 50 boards and 
five operators (two military and three A.T.S.) were employed 
there. At Empress Hall the board was a 5 + 20, employing 
three military operators . 

The Richmond Park Switchboard was especially busy and 
peak periods took place at most unusual times outside the 
usual business hours of 0900-1 700 hrs. Here, too, there was 
the added problem of the many foreign tongues in which 
subscribers requested calls. The supervisor's job was a com
pletely full-time one requiring much patience and tact. 

The Road Cycle llace 

at Windsor Great Park 

All the men involved in this came from Eastern Command 
Signal Regiment. Second-Lieutenant E. N. J. Owen was in 
charge of the installation. 

The circuit around Windsor Great Park is approximately 
eight miles. Eight telephone points were required at approxi
mately one-mile intervals round the circuit. From these 
telephone points the progress of the race was reported back 
to a " Control Centre," which was located at the " Start and 
Finish " point. Information passed back to Control was in 
the form of phongrams, the information being written down 
on message pads at "Control." Two separate systems were 
provided, viz. : 

System " A," Race Reporting. Telephones at alternate 
points 1, 3, 5 and 7 were connected to No. 1 Control Opera
teor's head and breast set, while telephones at the remaining 
points 2, 4, 6 and 8 were connected to No. 2 Control 
Operator's head and breast set. 

Since the approximate speed of the cyclists was 24 m.p.h., 
the time taken for one circuit was approximately 20 minutes. 
Thus each Control Operator received incoming reports at 
the rate of one every five minutes. Such reports had to be 
short and to the point. The Operators for this system were 
provided by the National Cyclists' Union. Lectures and 
notes on procedure were giver:i to them at rehearsals which 
were held in the fortnight previ_Qus to the event. 

System "B," Admin. Messages. At each of the eight out
stations a second telephone was located. These were wired 
to an exchange which al o had exten ions to the " Control 
Centre." Over this system were passed more "long-winded " 
admin. messages, reports of incidents, etc., for which there 
was insufficient time on the " A" or operational ystem. From 
the switchboard, lines were also provided to the first aid tent 

(continued on page 346) 
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July 

In our June notes we mentioned the move of Dis~ict 
Headquarters and the consequent Signal swi~chov~ reqUI~ed 
@y 2nd August. There was a great r~ce agamst um~ owmg 
to the late arrival of stores, but by rught ~d day shifts and 
cramming a week's work into Bank Hobday Monday, _thl! 
line projects were completed. It was a case of the war-ume 
tempo and great credit is due to the attached T~oops, No. 
IO Terminal Equipment and No. 3 Construc?on of 1st 
L. of C. Signal Regiment, No. 15 Construction <?f 4th 
Independent A.F . Signal Squadron, and our own LibJ'.an
isation Troop, who all worked magnificently. Everything, 
as expected, did not go smoothly, and on 31st July the 
Commanding Officer decided that a ?O pr . . cable would 
have to be laid for a distance of one mile. 1:his_ was started 
on 1st August, and the cable was through m JUSt o"."er 12 
hours. It was done by roping in evelJ'.one to _h~p m the 
laying, and whilst nearly all Benghazi ~ere 1dlmg ~~k 
Holiday away on the beaches, Royal En~eers, Maurman 
Pioneers, Arab Linemen and ev~ available man of ~he 
Unit toiled away. Even the AdJu~ant was seen r~nru?~ 
around with a tape measure wonde~mg what t<? do with 1t. 
To the Officer in Charge of the proiects, Cap~m Locke, the 
attached Troop Commanders, and all the Lme tradesmen, 
it was also a competition to see who could last the longest 
without sleep. 

With a further 200 line board to operate the personnel 
situation has become acute, but local civilian operators are 

bcing trained and they are filling the gap. Infinite patience 
is needed to train them. 

The last U.K. bound ship took many of our men away, 
including two bowlers from the Reg~mental crick.et team, 
which has been so ably led by our AdJutant, Captam Flear, 
with the result that our run of successes came to a halt 
after eight games. Each new. draft is quickly screened, but 
to date no bowlers have arnved. ~though we ha".e defer
ment within the Regiment, 0 2E will not defer cn cketers ! 
Sport within the Regiment though is not just _confined to 
a Regimental team as there are numerous everung matches 
between the Troops. Sea bathing he~e is now perfect. 

We welcome this month Second-Lieutenant D . H. Ford 
who has been sent off to command the T obruk Detach
ment, as Second-Lieutenant D . G . Muir left _us on release. 
Captain Murray, O.C. Signal Office and Wi_reles_s Troop, 
bas also left, and for the present the Troop JS without an 
officer. Another new arrival was S.Q.M.S . Reece, a Foreman 
of Signals, to fill a vacancy which was thought to be a 
permanent one. . . . 

T he main social activity of the Regiment 1s sull the 
Sergeants' M ess fortnightly dance, and our Sergeants' Mess 
photograph shown was taken on the dance floor by the 
band dais. 

GIBRALTAR SIGNAL SQUADRON 

It has been ·quite a considerable time sin~ the activi~es of 
the Squadron featured in THE WIRE and m the meanum~ a 
great deal has happened. Owing to the recent ~cceleratlo? 
in the release scheme, the majority of personnel m the Umt 
have been replaced by new arrivals and now ".ery few ?f 0e 
older faces remain. We take this opporturuty of ~!~~mg 
Captain C. J ., Terry every su~ces~ in his new role as a civilian ; 
bis services towards the Umt will always be remembered by 
those who knew him. However, we have found an excellent 
replacement in our new T.<?.T., Captain ~- H. G . _Allen, 
who arrived here from Scottish Command Signal Re~ment. 
Since his arrival he has proved himself to be a keen cncketer 
and sportsman. In addition, we welcome _S.Q.M.S. (F. of S.) 
Fothergill and all newcomers to _the Urut. We also extend 
our best wishes to Sergeant Smith, Lance-Corporal Brady 

Back row (left to rijlht): Serseant Moffitt, Ser11unt Holneu, .ser,eant W. L. Smith, (Sferge
1
anst )H.CaMart!n, ;er~e•i1 R. ~·nrd·c~!:'.~ii"nL~:;,~t,~~~~j•~~ ~- ~: 

'Smith Ser1eant Melvin, Ser1eant Balter. Front row (left to ro1ht): S.Q.M.S. Reece . o · • puon · : •
1
d•r. · · · • 

' Dryland, S.S.M. Lowe, S.Q.M.S. Wood, S.Q.M.S. Ball. Sergeant Wmfie 
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and Signalmari Clark, of 74 Group, and also to Lance
Corporal Burgess, Signalman Brown and Lance-Corporal 
Cartwright, of 75 and 76 Groups, respectively, who left the 
Unit for Qass " A " release during the last month or so. 

Cricket. With the completion of the cricket league, the 
Squadron team must be feeling justly proud of themselves 
in finishing runners-up to the G .E.C. 

The team, under the captaincy of Lance-Corporal Wensley, 
are now eagerly awaiting the knockout competition, where 
they are hoping to go one better. Well done, lads, keep it up. 
Congratulations to our captain on being chosen to play for 
the Combined Services Cricket Team. 

Football. Although the game does not come into full 
swing until the beginning of October, practice matches are 
now being played in preparation for the coming season. Our 
first trial game was played on Wednesday, the 18th August, 
when it was noticed that we shall be able to field an eleven 
which I am sure will carry the Royal Signals of Gibraltar 
to the head of the league table. 

It must be pointed out that, in as far as sports are concerned, 
No. 20 Wireless Troop form part of the Royal Signals, 
Gibraltar. 

The Garrison Rowing Club is now open again, where there 
are excellent facilities for tennis, rowing and swimming. The 
club is well patronised by members of this Unit. 

EGYPT COMMAND SIGNAL REGIMENT 

No. 1 SQU ADRON. This month saw the introduction 
in the Unit of the 40 minutes drill per man per week 
scheme, as announced in a Middle East General Order. 
The Order lays down that every man should do a period 
of 40 minutes' drill every week. The scheme in this Squad
ron was speedily and efficiently put into operation, and is 
now running smoothly, with drill parades on Thursdays, 
Fridays and Saturdays of each week. 

Major Bould, whose arrival in the Unit was recorded in 
our last month's report, has now settled down comfortably 
as O.C. of No. 1 Squadron. As usual, this month was not 
without its " quota " of arrivals and departures. Amongst 
the arrivals we had several new Sergeants posted in -
Sergeants O'Sullivan and Clements being two of them. We 
regret that D.0.V. is still the order but there has been a 
little headwat made recently. Sergeant Digweed went with 
73 Group, and with 74 we said farewell to Sergeants 
Ogle and Burgess. The latter will be missed not only in 
the Squadron and Signal Office, but also on the cricket 
field, where he has put up many a fine performance, and 
was also a regular player in the Signals' team. 

Hockey. As usual, there were a number of sporting events 
to claim our attention this month. July saw the commence-: 
ment of the Garrison Hot Weather Hockey League. Our 
hockey team started off the season well with a win by one 
goal to nil over the Royal Irish Fusiliers. The second match 
on the 13th was followed up with another victory-this 
time over Moascar Casuals, also by a goal to nil. To sum 
up the start of the season we can say that the hockey team 
has got off to a good and encouraging start, and we can 
look forward to even better results in the month of August. 
The results of games played to date are: 

12th July v . Royal Irish Fusiliers 
13th July v. Moascar Casuals 
16th July v. 41st Brigade, R.A. 

Pts. 
Won 1-0 2 
Won 1-0 4 
Lost 1-3 4 

The next match is on 29th July against No. 4 Air For
mation Signals. We hope to be able to record another win 
after this match. 

Cricket. To commence our report of the cricket this 
month it is only fitting that we should begin with appre
ciation of two of our players who have now left us to return 
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to Civvy Street. They are Sergeant Burgess (whose departure 
has already been mentioned) and Lance-Corporal Bryant. 
Both were well-known to us all, Sergeant Burg.:ss for his 
batting and Lance-Corporal Bryant for his very successful, 
and for his opponents very destructive, handling of the 
ball. Bryant, playing in his last match against R.A.S.C. 
(Egypt), finished his cricket in Egypt in a very fitting 
manner indeed. He finished the game with a match analysis 
of 11 wickets for 25 runs. No one contributed more to 
enable the Signals to win the match by the easy margin of 
eight wickets. 

T o both Burgess and Bryant we extend our hearty con
gratulations for the success they have achieved both for 
themselves and the Signals team, and we wish them b<m 
v oyage and the very best of luck in Civvy Street. 

The Inter-Squadron Cricket League ran as normal, the 
results of matches played during the hst month b!ing: 

23rd June, No. 1 beat No. 4; 30th June, R.H.Q. beat 
No. 3; 1st July, No. 1 beat No. 2; 7th July, R.H.Q. be<1t 
No. 4; 14th July, No. 1 beat R.H.Q. 

No. 2 SQUADRON. The month of July has seen a host 
of changes in the Squadron. Release (what release? ) has 
made many a gap in our ranks, but these are being filled 
by ex-U.K. and ex-Palestine postings. Lieutenants Price and 
Gansfield, Second-Lieutenants Fowle and Towler (Suez 
Detachment) and Sergeants Wells, Huggins and Price hav;: 
all left for demob. We wish them luck in civilian life. 

Cricket. The Squadron. cricket team, ably captained by 
Sergeant Wells, has had a good month. Seven games played, 
six won and one drawn. Other games: Officers and Ser
geants v. The Rest, and Squadron v. Suez Detachment, 
have been entertaining and played in a fine spirit. 

Yachting. The Yachting Club is being steadily re
org'Ulised. The Club possesses two yachts and one launch. 
Many an enjoyable hour has been spent on the Great Bitter 
Lakes. 

Basket-Ball. A Basket-Ball League has been formed and 
the champions of the moment are the Officers' team. (When 
it means less inspections we don't mind losing a match). 

Dance. The Canteen is bcing redecorated in preparation 
for a dance to be held early in August. Amongst all this 
sport and entertainment both the Squadron and Suez 
Detachment are working hard restoring stolen cable and 
locating faults; whoever it was who suggested asking the 
Egyptians for their maps to show us where one of our cables 
was buried had the right idea. 

No. 3 SQUADRON. During the month we have lost 
Second-Lieutenants Johnson and Marston, our D.S.0. and 
Lines Officer respectively, on demob. Second-Lieutenant 
Taunton has now taken over lines and the Signal Office 
Troop is in the capable hands of Sergeant Barker. We also 
lost Sergeant McMurray and an assorted bunch of blokes, 
including three of our O.K.L.s who laid claim to being 
the best operators in the Middle East. That is their story, 
and they are sticking to it! D.O.V. is still causing many a 
furrowed brow, although the position seems to have im
proved slightly lately. 

Swimming. In local sports, the main interest has been 
centred around the Garrison Swimming Gala. We only 
managed to gain a second place in the 220 yards. It looked 
as if we were going to win the relay race, but unfortunately 
the team was disqualified, 

Cricket. The Garrison ricket League was started up 
recently and so far we have managed to hold our own. 

TEL-EL-KEBIR. During the month we said "Good
bye" to Second-Lieutenant Mathers and "Hello " to 
Second-Lieutenant Redfearn. Mr. Mathers left on demob; 
with him go our very b:!st wishes and good luck. During 
the last few weeks the Detachment has been busy on the 
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mcerior decoration of the Jimmy lub. Most of the off 
time ha been spent in there, swishing paint over the walls 
and each other. The paint sprayer, which was borrowed 
for the job, proved to be very effective, and it was remark
able how quickly it could cover a man from head to foot 
in a glorious deluge of paint. We are extremely keen to get 
the club going, and can now say that at last it is nearing 
completion. 

Rugby. We have recently allied forth in strength to 
the rugger field. The chaps have developed a great intere t 
in the game and though most are novices at the noble 
sport they certainly make up in enthu iasm what they 
possibly lack in skill. One could hardly call a July after
noon at "T.E.K." the ideal weather for Rugby; however, 
the amount of energy expended disproves the allegations 
that this is only a winter game. 

Table Tennis. A table tennis assembly has been fitted in 
the Jimmy Club, and evenings are spent in chasing and 
breaking the elusive celluloid balls. After a series of hard
fought elimination contests, the Detachment has now picked 
two teams. The first team has an away fixture at Tabag 
at the beginning of next week, for which it is practising 
with great alacrity. 

Swimming. The Garrison swimming pool, as is only to 
be expected, has been very crowded. So much so that it is 
said that when all the swimmers eventually come out of 
the water there is only about an inch left at the deep end. 
With the mosquitos preparing for conquest, and the flies 
continuing their harassing activities, we must now once 
again say " Cheerio " from T.E.K. 

EAST AFR ICA COlUHAND SIGNAL BEGIHENT 

NORTHERN AREA SIGNAL TROOP. Mount Kenya 
still guards this particular portion of the Equator with the 
help of Northern Area Signal Troop, and the Equator appears 
to like it mighty fine. 

The Troop has been busy indeed of late, the events of 
the past month including a King's Birthday Parade, and 
inspection by Major-General C. M. F. White, C.B., C.B.E., 
o.s.o., C.S.O., M.E.L.F., and our annual contribution to 
the Field Firing Demonstration. In addition extra Signal 
commitments concerning the removal of our " unwilling 
guests " who have shown a very persistent desire to return 
to their own strife-torn land. The most popular c<;>mment 
on this departure from the Troop has been "Kwaheri," 
and many of them ! 

Sergeant-Major Timbrell and S.Q.M.S. Radcliffe are due 
to arrive back from Mombasa with their families, and the 
Troop extends a warm welcome and hopes that their 
" unaccommodated " stay in this fair land will be a happy 
one despite the " points " system. 

Our latest arrivals from Blighty include Second-Lieuten
ant E. P. Clague-Quine and S.Q.M.S. Brown, both of 
whom have already settled down and accepted their share 
of the Troop's problems and commitments. 

A combined Signals and H.Q. Football Team has been 
busy these last few weeks and has met with fair success 
on the field, despite heavy rains which has made play rather 
heavy going. The Troop's tennis court is nearing com
pletion, thanks to the good work done by Sergeant-Major 
Timbrell, who is one of the many keen players in the Unit. 

At this juncture then we finish our news-letter until the 
next time-Kwaheri. 

l<ARANI 

SOUTIIBRN AREA SIGNAL T ROOP. Since we last 
sent off notes for THE WIRE there have been some changes in 
personnel. Corporals "Dusty" Millar and " Bruce" Wood
cock have departed for Civvy Street, and we all wish them 
the very best of luck. 

Our one and only cipher king, Lance-Corporal Astles, 

ha returned to Nairobi, and we welcome Corporal Read, 
who has arrived co replace him. 

This Unit has a large area to cover, going far south into 
Northern Rhodesia and Nyasaland, which, unfortunately, 
means that we have little chance of seeing personnel out 
with detachments, either at Zomba (Lance-Corporal Robson 
and Lance-Corporal Rand) or Lusaka (Lance-Corporal 
Burrows), but we know that they are carrying on the good 
work. 

Up to the present no one has attempted to tackle the 
mountain of Kilimanjaro, but everyone seems keen to " have 
a go"; at least, that's what they say. With the approach of 
the hot season, it is expected that someone will, in the near 
future, make the climb to the snow-capped peak. We hope 
to have more news on this subject in a later contribution. 

The football team, although still in its infancy, is steadily 
improving, due mainly co the enthusiasm and keenness of 
the whole Troop. The release of Corporal Woodcock was 
a big blow to the team, but we are now recovering, slowly 
but surely. So far, we have only played four games, and, 
although the results are not flattering, they are not to our 
discredit. 

It is hoped in the near future that our photographers 
will be able to develop their own negatives. The surrounding 
country lends itself to good photography, although we could 
wish for a little more sun. 

For the present, the Signals at Moshi say " Jambo " 
(Greetings) to all our comrades in Signals, until the next 
time. 

Olympic Games ComJllunications (cont.from page 342) 

and police station. Indeed, this system provided an ideal 
reporting arrangement for the policemen who patrolled the 
circuit. 

Public Address Lines. Two separate lines were also 
provided from Control, one to Breakheart Hill and the other 
to Long Walk. Over these circuits were passed information 
for public address to spectators in these areas. 

L ine Laying and Building. The Line Laying was begun 
on 22nd July, 1948. All lines were laid (but not built) and 
the switchboard and telephones installed in time for the first 
rehearsal on Sunday, 1st August, 1948. The remainder of 
the time until the event itself on the 13th August, 1948, was 
devoted to building the lines and making them safe. There 
was one peculiarity in this work, in that in no case were nails 
allowed to be hammered into trees, nor was any wood-cutting 
whatsoever permitted. To overcome the former difficulty, 
battens were made on to which bobbins were nailed. The 
battens were then tied round tree trunks and branches with 
spun yarn. 

The total amount of cable used was three miles of 7-pr. 
I.RV. and 30 miles of D8 twisted. 

A second rehearsal was held on the 8th August, 1948, and 
everything proved satisfactory from the Signals point of view. 

The event itself took place on Friday, 13th August, 1948. 
Again everything was in readiness. There was no hitch and 
no breakdown. The N.C.U.. Operators on their part did an 
excellent )ob. The necessary information reached the two 
Controls in a steady flow and there were no bottlenecks. 

H.RH. The Duke of Edinburgh honoured the " Signal 
Centre " with his presence and showed considerable interest 
in the communications system, requesting its description in 
detail. 

Do you know the address of your local Branch 
of the Signals Association? If not, write to the 
General Secretary, 88 Eccleston Square, London, 
S.W.L 
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Front row : L•nce-Corporal Harrison, Corpora l Woodbridge. Serge•nt Harris, S.Q. M.S . White, C•pt•in Tomlinson. Sergeant Hawkins . Corporal 
Clarkson, Lance-Corporal Plumb, L•nce-Corporal Henderson 

MAURITIUS SIGNAL TllOOP 

The last month has seen quite a lot of changes in 
Mauritius Signal Troop. Captain Tomlinson and Corporal 
Harrison have now left us via Empire Ken for U.K. on 
Python and release respectively. The new O.C., Captain 
Bell, S.Q.M.S. Caunter and Signalman Beattie arrived by 
Skyways Lancaster after a very pleasant trip from Nairobi 
at the beginning of June. They are now settled down very 
well, although they at first seemed disappointed that they 
were not met at the airport Plaisance by a crowd of hula 
hula girls in grass skirts. 

Things have been very quiet lately and, except for recent 
spells of heavy rain everything has been very pleasant. 
Actually the rain was very welcome for, because of recent 
drought, the power for the transmitter was being cut and 
the generators were running continuously. 

Signals will be represented in the forthcoming Inter
Unit Rifle Meeting. Captain Bell hls b::en elected captain 
of the H.Q. Mombasa side, of which Corporal Milner is 
also a member. 

Corporal Plumb had hoped to emb1rk for U.K. on the 
" Ashcan," but fortunately (for us) did not do so. At present, 
as Lines N .C.O., he is concentrating on closing down most 
of the present installations at Fort George, due to the 
disbandment of the Coast Battery RA. With the increased 
establishment of four linemen, work is also proceeding on 
taking down the old V.I.R route. 

Congratulations to Corporal Milner and Lance-Corporal 
Beattie on their recent promotions. 

S.Q.M.S. A. R White would like to get in touch with 
S.S.M. L. W. Purvis, late No. 5 Trades Training Regiment. 

IJ I 

·~ -YI 
r.' 

Oh! To be demob bed O h I To get back in again 
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POST-WAR operations IN BATAVIA 

We were engaged in post-war operations in Java and this 
little story is inrended to describe one of these incidents in 
which; as usual, S 'gnals played a very important part. 
Personalities have bet:n disguised bnt ·otherwise the tale has 
in no way been embroidered. 

By January, 1946, the area of Batavia and i~ modern 
port, Tanjong Priok was under control of the Allied Forc;es 
and we were free to devote our leisure to peaceful purswts 
without much danger of any violent interruption. 

It wa customary on Sundays, provided duty allowed, to 
spend the day in congenial company, lounging in ~e sun, 
bathing in the warm sea and partaking at frequent intervals 
of various liquid and other refreshments. T he snag was, 
however, that the bathing beach at Tanjong Priok was con
taminated with refuse and oil from the ships lying out in 
the roads and it was therefore necessary to go farther afield 
to find suitable lidos. These abounded on small islands laying 
about 10 miles north of Batavia. 

On a particular Sunday we were a party of five girls 
and three men. " How very unbalanced " you may say. 
Perhaps so, but it should be understood that at that time in 
Batavia European women outnumbered European men by 
about 20 to one owing to the release of Dutch women from 
internment camps, so perhaps the odds were not excessive. 
Besides, it should be emphasised that the objects of the 
exercise were only to picnic and to bathe. As it happened, 
we achieved the former and only narrowly missed achieving 
the latter. 

It is unnecessary to introduce all the party. Of the girls, 
who were of various Allied women's services, Jennifer, Brenda 
and Anita play a part in the story. They were dressed in 
bright summer frocks except Anita, who concealed the briefest 
of bathing costumes under the gayest of beach pyjamas. This 
latter 'fas to prove an important point Of the men, Harry 
bad "acquired" a boat and had organised the party. He 
also brought his Indian batman. 

We forgathered at the port of Old Batavia at about 1100 
hrs. and were introduced to the boat and its Indonesian crew 
of three. Neither the boat nor crew were impressive. The 
former was about 20 feet long, with a decked-in forecastle 
and a roofed-in cabin which occupied about two-thirds of 
the length of the boat and was open at the stern. A naked 
six-cylinder petrol engine adorned the centre of the cabin 
floor. The steering wheel and controls were forward in the 
cabin on the starboard side. Dirt was as much in evidence 
as paint was not. 

We boarded the craft and settled down to enjoy a pleasant 
trip over to the islands. Harry took the wheel, Anita sat on 
the roof, Brenda and I perched on the stem and the remainder 
spread themselves about in the cabin. 

To reach the sea we had to cover about one mile of narrow 
canal, past fishing villages and fishing boats tied up to the 
bank. The tide was coming in and the boat could hardly 
make headway. Further, a strong intermittent north-westerly 
wind made steering difficult, and ·Harry rammed the right 
bank twice before we reached open water. Jenifer, who was 
older and wiser than most of us, several times during our 
erratic progress down the canal, suggested that we should be 
more prudent to turn back as at that rate we should never 
reach the islands. The remainder, however, were keen to go 
on and so we did. 

On reaching the sea we found it choppy. The north
westerly wind was whipping up th.e sea quite smartly, and 
the waves looked very formidable from the deck of our small 
vessel. Further, the motion of the boat was very unpleasant 
as we headed into them. It was not long before the Indian 
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batman was miserably sea-sick and his example was quickly 
followed by the three Indonesians. These four lay prostrate 
on the floor of the cabin and ceased to take any apparent 
interest in the immediate future. 

By about 1230 hrs. we had got some three miles off shore. 
The wind and the sea had not abated, but the power of our 
engine bad. It was with the greatest difficulty that Harry 
kept the bows into the waves, and our hopes of a speedy and 
uneventful passage were diminished by the minor explosions 
and other sounds of protestation which now came from the 
engine. However, in spite of unfavourable comments from 
our fellow passengers, Brenda and I kept our spirits up by 
singing so-called popular songs from our perch in the stern. 
Jennifer, always the realist, enquired if we were, in fact, as 
cheerful as we sounded. Her obvious anxiety made us con
sider more practical things. So we turned our attention to 
sandwiches and fruit and Batavian lager instead. 

It was about then that the engine gave a final tortured 
splutter and became silent. Harry, the engineer as well as 
coxswain of the party, left his now useless wheel to tinker 
with the engine, whilst the boat lay and rolled in the trough 
of the waves. We began to regret the food and drink that 
we had so recently consumed. 

The next hour. was unpleasant, to put it mildly. We 
three men wrestled .with the hot and oily engine to no avail. 
The fault was traced to the ignition system; a faulty coil was 
suspected, but nothing we could do would re'vive any sign 
of enthusiasm in the engine. The only result of our labours 
was that the motion and the smell of the engine had their 
inevitable effect upon us and we gave up the struggle in 
favour of fresh air on deck. 

We now had time to appreciate the situation. We were 
broken down three miles off a rocky coast. We were being 
driven by wind and waves, possibly also by tide and current, 
towards the shore. It was therefore likely that we should 
reach land by the evening; it was also equally possible that 
we should be wrecked by rocks off the shore, or fall into the 
hands of unfriendly Indonesians if we did reach dry land. 
Neither prospect was very pleasant. 

Apart from the ships lying in the roads of Tanjong Priok 
some three miles to the east, we could see no sign of another 
vessel on the sea. There appeared to be no immediate source 
of assistance. We could but wait and hope. 

We drifted thus until about 1600 hrs. By this time it 
seemed that we were being driven nearer and nearer to 
Tanjong Priok as the ships were looming up larger on the 
skyline and H.M.S. Norfolk stood out well from the rest. 
It might be that we could attract her attention and get help. 
We looked around for means of signalling. 

There was no mast nor means of improvising one. There 
were no torches, nor would they have been any use in the 
bright afternoon sunshine with the sun behind us. There 
were no rockets or fireworks. I had a .300 U .S. carbine, but 
that appeared to be of little value, until a thought suddenly 
struck me. 

It will be remembered how Anita was dressed. During the 
hot afternoon she had discarded her beach pyjamas and lay 
sun-bathing on the cabin roof. It was the sight of her 
pyjamas which gave me the idea. They were light and bright. 
They might make a flag if I had a pole, and the only avail
able pole was the carbine. The legs of the pyjama trousers 
were tied to the barrel and I held the flag aloft by the butt. 
It blew out encouragingly in the wind. 

It was many years since I had suffered going through the 
" alphabet " on the Square of the School of Signals at 
Catterick. I never thought that flag signalling would be of 
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any practical v.alue, but Y:0':1th ~s ever blind. Anyway, the 
~hance of puttmg my trammg mto practice now presented 
itself. 

By now the ships off Tanjong Priok had become larger and 
looked to the landsman's eye to be very close. They seemed 
to be well within visual si~alling distance. Accordingly I 
~raced my~}f on the heavmg deck and started flapping out 
S-~S at what soon became monotonous regularity. 

But.either "".e could not be seen or, blasphemous thought, the 
Seruor Service was not only silent but sleeping. We got no 
answer after about an. hour of what became very tiring effort. 

We had about resigned ourselves to the situation when 
fresh hope appeared in the shape of a puff of smoke on the 
western horizon. (It should be remembered that from our 
low vantage point the horizon was not far off.) In what 
~eeme<;I a very short space of time a Dutch minesweeper came 
mto view and passed to the westwards about a mile away on 
its way to Tanjong Priok. The flag-waving was renewed 
with greater intensity, but the Dutchman ignored us and 
was soon heading away from us towards the harbour. 

Territorial 
ArDly 

No. 62 11.q. SIGNAL REGIMENT, T.A.. 

THE FIRS, UPTON LANE, CHESTER. 'Twas on 
7th August, 194~, that I opened my eyes and looked through 
th~ bedroom wmdow. Had I fallen asleep like Rip Van 
~mkle, slept . for ages and ages, and woke up in some 
distant year with winter at its worst? I pinched myself to 
make sure it was really me and that I had only gone to 
bed the. night before. I must have done, for I met a lazy, 
almost msolent"stare from my Golden Cocker puppy, which 

_ seem~ to say Are you getting up to-day, or to-morrow?" 
Getung out of bed I slowly dressed, still wondering why 
the weather should be like this in the month of August
then I moved, and moved quickly, for I suddenly realised 
that it ~as the 7th of August, a day of days, for the boys 
~ere gomg to ~amp-their first first Annual Training Camp 
smce the Terriers were reorganised in 1947. 

I met the small detachment from No. lG Wireless Signal 
Squadron outside the Drill Hall. There they were brand 
new kit bags and looking very smart and clean in' battle
?z-es~, shining boots, and eager to " get cracking." I drove 
m silence from Northwicb to Blacon Camp, near Chester, 
and marvelled that most of these Terriers had not lost 
the spirit of companionship that service life had taught 
them. Then I thought of those who had joined for the 
:first time in their lives, and hoped they, too would find 
that same spirit and find that a week in cam~ with a full 
and interesting programme would pave the way for their 
new life in our Territorial Army. 
~bey soon settled down, performing the tasks of making 

their room comfortable, doing odd jobs with a keenness 
that spc;>ke well for the coming week. Later in the. day we 
were 1omed by a small detachment from No. 50 Air For
mation Signals, under the leadership of S.S.M. Higgins. 
The next day the main party of No. 88 A.G.R.A. Signal 
Squadron arrived, with Oiptain Shuffiebottom and S.S.M. 
Casey. The main topics of the week in camp were, in the 
first instance, the greeting given to the Squadrons by the 
C.S.O., Brigadier W. 0. Bowen, C.B., C.B.E. Much amuse
ment was caused when the C.S.O. told the boys the tale 
of the man who made complaints to the Orderly Officer 
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Our opinion of the Navy in general and the Allied Navies 
in N.E.I. in particular had reached a very low level when 
suddenly we saw the minesweeper swing round through 180 
degrees and head back towards us. She was soon alongside 
and proceeded to take us in tow. Our troubles appeared to be 
over. 

By this time the Indonesian crew had come to life and 
they.secured our end of the tow line as best they could to such 
portions of the deck as seemed appropriate in the absence 
of stanchio~s. Their efforts were not very successful because, 
when the mmesweeper took the strain, the whole vessel heeled 
over at a dangerous angle and we nearly had our bathe after 
all. At this stage. we decided to board the minesweeper and 
leave the Indonesian crew to manage the boat without our 
further assistance. 

The f?rtunes of the day remained cloudy until the end. 
As we disembarked at Tanjong Priok, Jennifer put her foot 
down between two rotten boards on the quay and bruised and 
lacerated her leg. Perhaps it would have been better if we 
had taken her advice and abandoned the trip at the outset. 

because he had to eat large slices of thick bacon for break
fast every morning. 

The day scheme was the other main topic. Old man 
weather was rather kind and the scheme passed off success
fully. May I add here that it took two Captains, the R.S.M. 
two S.S.M.s and two ergeants to cook 12 sausages and 
make two dixies of tea. 

Fri~ay morning dawned bright and much speculation 
was &-iven to the results of the forthcoming day on the 
Range. The venue was Sealand Ranges and with the neces
sary ingredients for morning brew,. we ;et off with the 
R:S.M. escorting the convoy in the best of Corps Despatch 
Rider meth?ds. All the Terriers fired the course, and sh.owed 
great promise. 

And so the last of our Squadrons have attended this 
year's Annual Camp. All the Officers, Warrant Officers, 
N.C.O.s and men· thoroughly enjoyed the camps and with 
thanks to Officer Commanding Western Command 
Signal Regiment, to all the P.S.I.s who made the training 
a success, and to all who took part in the general theme of 
the first T.A. camps in 1948, we say farewell to annual 
training until 1949. 

ARMY CADET FORCE CAMP. The Commanding 
Officer, Lieutenant-Colonel K. F . Woodham, T.D., the 
R.S.M. and S.S.M. Lea visited the Royal Signals Cadets in 
camp at Morecambe, Lanes., on 17th August, where they 
were met by Lieutenant-Colonel N. G. Yould, the C.O. of 
the Cadets. Some very keen youngsters are members of this 
Royal Signals Cadet Unit, and they find the work of com
munications in the Army a very interesting subject. I hope 
from time to time to publish notes on the Cadets, for it 
is from some of these youngsters in Royal Signals Cadet 
Units that the new Corps will arise. 

CESTRIAN 

No. IO AIR SUPPORT SIGNAL UNIT, T.A. 

Ea!iftlell(h 

August 
After the excitement of caiiip, we have now settled down 

to our more usual way of life again. Holidays have been 
the order of the day for most members, and attendances on 
most evenings have consequently been small. Despite this, 
however, and the unfortunate delay in the arrival of our 
civilian Foreman of Signals designate, we have pushed on 
with the checking and installation of our technical equip
ment, which is now nearing completion. Plans have also 



been agreed with the T.A. Association for converting an 
cx-C.S. Armv wa h-house into a fine battery charging shop 
and work hop, but we are still worried how we are going 
to hift the rectifier, which British Railways silently dumped 
one da in the Drill Hall when the permanent staff were 
out, and which we have been quite unable to move since. 

Sergeant Kearns, our veteran T .A. member, has made a 
number of very succes ful ortie to Command R.E.M .E. 
Workshops, as a result of which SC' era! of our vehicles are 
now worthy of exhibition at a motor how. We had pre
viou ly heard rumours that his favourite expression when 
confronted with an M.T. problem was "Get it painted "; 
we are now quite certain of thi . 

We were sorry to say goodbye to Captain Charle Payne 
at the end of last month when he left to take up a post 
as Principal of a Post Office Engineering Training School 
in West Africa . We gather that he is no newcomer to 
those parts, and he goes with our best wishes for the future. 

ASSULIKET MINOR 

2nd CO UNTY OF 1.0 1\'DOX CAD ET 

BATTA LION' (RO~-AL SIG~ALS) 

The annual inspection of the Battalion was made this year 
by Major D. ] . Warde-Aldam, Coldstream Guards. The 
Unit obtained a good report and the Inspecting Officer 
commented on the spirit of keenness which was apparent in 
all ranks. After the inspection was over the Unit was busily 
engaged in preparing for the annual summer camp, to be 
held from 7th to 14th August at Swingate Camp, near Dover, 
and situated on one of the highest sites in the neighbourhood, 
adjacent to the radar beacons. During the first night a gale 
started which developed and grew to be one of the most severe 
ever e.xperienced in August on that part of the coast. By 
7 o'clock on Sunday morning it was clear that so much 
damage bad been done that it would not be possible to repair 
it quickly. A message was telephoned by the remaining line 
to the B.B.C. so that other Units who were due to arrive on 
Sunday could be warned not to make the journey. Many, 
however, were already on their way and could not be stopped, 
and these were housed in Dover Castle. For those already in 
camp it was thought that they should be sent home, and 
arrangements to do this were put in hand. In spite of the 
conditions, however, the Cadets, who had been given a good 

Royal Signals demonstration at t he annual summer camp 
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breakfast, were in good spirits and did not want to go home. 
The proposal, therefore, was reconsidered and it was decided 
to try and find alternative accommodation. Using all the 
resources of the Eastern Command in the area, the Cadets 
were moved later on Sunday to a pleasantly situated hutted ,, 
camp at St. Martin's Plain, Shorncliffe, Folkestone. The 
weather conditions and loss of much equipment did not 
stop the Army Catering Corps giving the Cadets good and 
regular meals throughout the Sunday. 

On Monda , the Units which had been diverted by the 
Sunday broadcast moved into the St. Martin's Plain Camp. 
During the week the Cadets made a boat trip to the French 
coast and saw the Dunkirk beaches. Another day the camp 
was honoured by a visit from the Secretary of State for War 
the Rt. Hon. Emmanuel Shinwell, M.P., who saw the Cadets 
carrying out their training. Demonstrations were given by 
all branches of the Army and the demonstration by Royal 
Signals interested our Cadets so much that it was arranged 
that they should have an extra visit to the demonstration 
when they could spend the whole rime operating the wireless 
and other equipment. The Cadets were taken for a trip on 
two armoured signal vehicles used for Command Head
quarters and kept in touch with the Cadets in camp and in 
the other vehicle by wireless. One of the most popular pieces 
of equipment was the voice recorder used for recording mes
sages and playing these back. Many unscripted recordings 
were made and playea back and a lot of hidden talent wa 
found. 

Before leaving camp, a potted sports meeting was held 
in which all Cadets of the Unit took place. A team under 
Corporal Spears was the winner with Corporal Mumford's 
team as runners-up. Prizes were contributed by the Officei;s. 
of the Battalion. 

On 6th September the Royal Signals display team gave a 
demonstration at Wimbledon Speedway in aid of the 
National A.C.F. Welfare Fund. Cadets of this Battalion 
collected during the demonstration and were congratulated 
by Major-General Nalder, the Organising Secretary for the 
County of London, for the hard work they did in collecting: 
£92 odd for the benefit of the fund. 

The Battalion is now looking forward eagerly to an active 
programme during the winter season. On Saturday, 13th 
November, an attractive boxing tournament has been 
arranged to take place at Fulham House in aid of the Battalion 
Welfare F und. T ickets may be obtained from the Adjutant. 

The Camp Cookhouse 
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switch boa rd (2) Cadets wit h voice recording apparatus 

I 
(3) Cadets wit h wire less sets 

(~) Cadets climbing on one of the new armoured vehicles (S) Boat trip to Dunkirk 
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Despite the absence of notes, the Unit has been very active 
with all aspects of training-range firing, week-end camps 
and, of course, annual camp. . . 

We have been encouraged by a few good calibre recn~its, 
both Officer and Other Ranks, and Junior Commander Riley 
(who recently joined us) is ge~ng together. a very ~een ba~ch 
of A.T.S. Our new members mclude Ma1or Reggie Weaire 
Lieutenant " Tiny" Crook, Lieutenant Peter Sprenger, 
Lieutenant George Wright and Sergeant Furmedge. 

Our week-end camps under Squadron arrang!!ment::. have 
been most useful and gave us a lead on what ~o ai:range for 
our main camp. No. 1 Squadron put up some lines m Eppmg 
Forest for future use, and Nos. 2 and 3 Squadrons utilised 
the Drill Hall for their respective activities. 

Range firing at Rainham showed good results as well as 
providing a most enjoyable outing. 

A party of over 60 left Waostead for our eight days C3:II1P at 
the Cavalry Barracks, Canterbury, early on the morrung of 

aturday, 7th August. The rail party arrived in time for a 
mid-day meal and the road parties during the afternoon. They 
were welcomed by the advance party under Major George 
Perry, our Q.M., who, in bis usual energetic ma?Der, ~d 
organised things efficiently o overcome many obvious diffi
culties. Eastern Command Signals, our hosts, were very 
strained to accommodate both ourselves and No. 61 H.Q. 
Signal Regiment, who were sharing camp with us. They were 
excellent hosts and if they couldn't offer us a home from 
home, they did their best, and with our own g_oodwill ~ere 
able to keep us from grumbling too much dur1~g the eight 
days we spent with them. The Officers were m tents and 
the remainder were in barrack rooms-a little bleak and cheer
less without the usual pin-ups, but quite clean. 

We shared our various Messes with "61" and, although 
we found Army rations a not too good substitute for the 
home variety, it is doubtful if anyone lost weight. · 

Our training was carried out under Squadron arrange
ments, and consisted of as much practical and theoretical 
work as could be crowded into the time available. The 
exception was Exercise " Southdown," in which we 
endeavoured to solve all the problems set by the C.S.O. Our 
C.O., Lieutenant-Colonel Lilley, infused us with his enthu-

siasm and the 24-hour scheme was fully completed and, we 
felt, very successfully. W_e were ra~er proud in th~t the 
umpires gave us to understand that 1t had not previously 
been fuiished. It included a difficult night march. 

We were very ably assisted on the Exercise by personnel of 
Independent Guards Brigade Signal Squadron, a fine batch 
of fellows and first-class tradesmen. Little did we know that 
they would be called on so quickly to do " a little job " in 
Malaya! . 

The social side was not overlooked and a trip to Margate· 
was arranged, while many places of local interes~ were visited. 
A cricket match against Eastern Command Signals saw us 
beaten by 74 runs to 45. It was g?<Jd fun, tho1:1gh, the only 
casualty being the Adjutant, who, m endeavourmg to escape 
being run out first ball slid face down in the mud to the 
detriment of a perfectly good pair of flannels. We almost 
gained an une>.i>ected success in an unusual field of opera
tions. Our " nature-boy type " only just failed in the final of 
a personality contest at Dreamland-he does get about ~ow 
he has a motor cycle !~ (accompanied by the appropriate 
signature tune of course !) 

The Officers' Mess Guest Night, held jointly with "61," 
proved a great success, and although we rather feel th~t the 
modern T .A. Officer does not altogether approve the antics of 
the pre-war member, a good meal was followed by the 
expected frivolity without any major casualty-unless, of 
course, one can consider the head of the O.C. ~o. 1 Squa~on 
disappearing through a closed window as bemg of sufficient 
importance to merit mention. . 

The journey home on the 14th was completed without 
incident. We agreed that it had been a good camp, much 
had been learned, and we had got to know each other much 
better. 

The Unit was officially closed from then until 2nd 
September, but a demonstration of working equipment was 
arranged for 28th August, in conjunction with Wanstead and 
Woodford Road Safety Week. 

This function was entirely successful and has attracted at 
least seven recruits to date. 

The Regiment will again be on show during the loc:al Battle 
of Britain Week celebrations. These demonstrations are 
serving as effective curtain-raisers for the . forthcoming 
National effort, during which we shall all be acuvely engaged. 

OFFICERS OF 2/20 ARMY SIGNAL REGIMENT, TERRITORIAL ARMY 
Front r- (left co ri1ht): Captain W. H. Lamb, Major R. F. A. Wuire, Major L. H. Gentry, T.O., Lieut.-Colonel ). t. Lilley, T.O., Major (Q.M. ) G. Perry . 
M a E Maior L R JamH Captain O L. Pounds. 6aclt row ( lefc co riaht): Lieutenant H. E. Collins, Lieutenant R. A. Chell, Lieutenant ) . H. Mansfield, 
Li~11i.;.;ant A. c." G: Tucke;, Lieutenant A. A. ). Bacon, Captain L. 0. Hammerson, ;ieutenant G. K. Wriaht, Lieutenant P. H. Sprenaer, Lieutenant A. G. Crook 
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13 A.A. (M) SIGNAL REGIMENT T.A. 

Edlnbu .. Jtb 
August 

It is a long time since we reported ourselves in THE WIRE, 
but then it is a long time since the writer has been so near 
the bottom of his " In " tray. In fact, if the Permanent 
Staff was larger it would be most heartening to see the way 
the T .A. has perked up and got into its stride! 

We now have over two hundred in the Regiment, nearly 
all of whom attended annual camp at Stohs from 17th July 
to 24th. Stohs Camp is just south of Hawick, in Roxburgh
sbire. 

To say that the camp was a success is to say nothing. 
There were five units in camp, of which we were the only 
Royal Signals Regiment, and we led the others in smartness, 
training, vivacity and charm (having a preponderance of 
A.T.S. ! ). The great height of our flagstaff above all the 
Qthers gave the right impression. 

The weather was not too good, but once the troops had 
:replaced the sheep in the huts we were all quite comfortable, 
and enjoyment progressed with the camp. On the first day 
there were one or two complaints about the food, next day 
none, and the day after complaints came again-this time 
that there was not enough of it ! 

Besides intensive training from 0830 to 1645 (and to 1830 
-on some days) we found time to play off the Unit sports, run 
two dances, a camp concert, and to spend two evenings and 
a lot of money in Hawick, and one rambling over the bills. 
We recommend all Units to buy a good book of songs with 
music (t:ost about 2s. 6d.). Have twenty of the best-known 
songs and one or two of the less-known ones copied out on 
the duplicator, and then have a sing-song. 1'he enjoyment 
is out of all proportion to the work involved, and there is 
:always a pianist and someone else who can conduct and com
pere the concert and teach the new songs. After almost every 
drill night our song sheets were called for, and the troops 
-got down to it for half an hour in the canteen before going 
home. 

Well, camp drew to a close all too soon, and people started 
asking the Adjutant to wangle another week. However, they 
have been promised two weeks next year, which is a good 
thing. 

On Thursday we had a Unit exercise on a most ambitious 
scale, and practised plotting enemy aircraft at super-super
sonic speeds-the " Teller " noi: being sure of the scale of bis 
map. Lessons learnt having been discussed on Friday morn
ing, we devoted the afternoon and evening to playing off the 
annual Regimental sports (won with great eclat by 29 
Squadron, Glasgow), a visitors' tea party, prize-giving, and a 
really good concert in which every Unit in the camp took 
part. It being the last night, most of us were very tired, and 
all the officers went early to bed at about 0200 hrs., but 
the sergeants stayed up, we are told, a little later. All they 
had to do when getting up in the morning was to walk from 
the bar to their breakfast. 

Our thanks are due to so many people who helped to make 
the c:amp a success, but especially to Brigadier L. H. Harris, 
C.B.E., who inspected the Unit and gave us a very good 
" chit," and then stayed to enjoy the tea party and present 
the prizes on Friday. And also to all the other Units in 
<:a.mp, every one of which helped us out with transport or 
in other ways when we could not help ourselves. 

The only other item of news is that 32 A.A. (M.) Signal 
Squadron, T.A., is moving from Blairgowrie, less one troop 
which will stay in Perth, to Edinburgh, wh~re they will be 
welcomed into this Drill Hall with R.H.Q. and 31 Squadron. 
Long may they stay! We hope that all those ·officers and 
othel' ranks who have been waiting for ·a vacancy in a Royal 
Signals Regiment in Edinburgh will read this and flock to 
ioin. Our address is : 

The Drill Hall, Brandon Terrace, Edinburgh 3. 
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August 
Since the last time of writing, the Unit has performed 

an interesting and, we hope, a useful piece of work at the 
Altcar Rifle Range in connection with motor cycle racing 
held in aid of Army charities. Our job was the provision 
of line communications for controlling the races. Six 
hundred pounds were realised for charity and the Regiment 
received a special letter of thanks from the Army Committee 
running the show. 

Keen interest was shown by members of the unit, 
especially amongst the A.T.S., both in manning the tele
phones and also in laying the lines. We are performing a 
similar role at the Liverpool Tattoo, to be held on the 
Grand National Race Course on the 16th, 17th and 18th 
September, 1948. Training is now settling down to a new 
season and we are glad to report a new advance in our 
recruiting figures. There are, however, many vacancies 
in all trades, especially as linemen; any ex-members of the 
Corps will be welcome here at Woolton, 34 Squadron in 
Manchester, or 41 Squadron in Cardiff. 

Sergeants' Mess Notes. As was mentioned in our last 
contribution, the Sergeants' Mess took over their spacious, 
not to say luxurious quarters on the 1st June, and it is 
whispered that the reason for the R.S.M.'s many visits 
during the building of the Mess was to ensure that the bar 
was constructed at the right height to accommodate bis 
elbow. The dart board is the next most important piece of 
furniture, and the R.S.M. and the R.Q.M.S. challenge all 
comers. It is hinted that their skill at this noble game is 
only._.excelled by that skill they displayed when propping 
up the bar. 

We suffered a sad loss, to the extent of £12, due to the 
activities of light-fingered gentlemen who found a tem
porary answer to the cigarette shortage by ripping a hole in 
the wall and absconding with the stock. 

The Unit and the Sergeants' Mess hope to extend the 
scope of their social activities in the coming months, of 
which more will be told from time to time. 

GRIEVE NOMORE 

SIGN"AL REPOllTISG REGIMR.'\'T T.A. 

(THE KE~Sl~GTOI\° REGDIENT) 

Damme .. smith Road 
September 

The highlight of the last month was the Regimental Rifle 
Meeting at Pirbright on the weekend of 28-29th August. 
The Regiment went down on the Saturday afternoon to fire 
off the remainder of those who had not previously passed 
their year's classification. The night was spent in the Guards 
Depot, Pirbright, though the bar at the London and Middle
sex Rifle Association, Bisley, was very full of "phantom " 
for a long time. 

On the Sunday we held various competitions. Sergeant 
Isely was the winner of the Marksman's Cup, and H.Q. 
Squadron won the Squadron Team Cup, and the Officers 
the Inter-Rank Team Cup. We also ran two pool bulls, of 
which Lance-Corporal Booth won the accumulator and netted 
12/6. Nice shooting. 

In the afternoon the O.C.A. arrived in force. They held 
their own competition, which was won by Major " Rocky" 
Knoght, veteran of First World War and Q.M. of the 2nd 
Battalion in the last war. General Sir H. Colville Wemyss, 
the Honorary Colonel, came down al o during the afternoon 
to see the fun and to give away the prizes after tea. 

We have nothing further to add except our thanks to the 
Air Ministry Roof for arranging their weather forecast to be 
optimistic and correct on both days. 

Apart from shooting, we have been busy with trade train-
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ing on Wednesday evenings and in particular, sorting out 
th vagaries of two new -3 sets which arrived at the end of 
Augu t. 

We are glad to welcome to the permanent staff of the 
nit ergeant Farmer. He ha come to replace S.Q.M.S. 

Howard who left us during the month. 
Among the many new members of the Territorial Army 

we welcome ergeant Greaves (A.C.C.), wh has come to fill 
the vacancy of ergeant Cook. Ex-Corps members who have 
1oined us in the last couple of weeks are ignalman Mclnto h 
(ex 5 and 9 Air Formation ignals), Signalman Churchill 
(ex 1 Divisional ignals) and ignalman Clark (ex B.A.0.R.). 

No. 1/20 (S.IU.) ARMY SIGNAL REGDIENT, T.A. 
September 

The arrival of two 3-ton wireless lorries gives yet another 
lift to the already keen interest shown by all our membcrs. 
We are now hoping to provide rhe Line Construction boys 
with a 3-tonner and trailer all to themselves. The Regiment 
grows slowly but none the less surel . Recruits R. D. Hancox 
and C. D. Mason are the latest arrivals. Signalman I. G. A. 
Hitchings, who only joined us in August, has found a job 
in London. We are sorry to lose him, b:.it perhaps 5 lst 
L. of C. Signals, T.A., will give him a welcome. 

A recent visitor to Cateswell House was Mr. J. E. White, 
one-time C.S.M., whom I last saw in Jubbulpore about 
I 932. He sends his alaams to all friends and announces 
his intention to settle in Birmingham, at least for a time. 
There is no accounting for taste. 

Why is it that so few people are interested enough to 
buy a copy of THE WIRE nowadays? Is it because there is 
little to attract the maiori ty? Or can it be that men who are 
in the Army for a short time simply don't care what 
h3ppens to old George or Bill Smith after they leave? The 
original old Signals are always keen to get bold of a copy. 
The general lay-out of THE WIRE is much about the same 
as it ever was, so what is the trouble. Is there some new 
way of presenting things that we haven't beard about? We 
still like to see a little Part II stuff with a few names that 
might make news for someone. ew correspondents to THE 
WIRE almost certainly look at past notes and attempt to 
produce something just like all the others. Yes, I know. 
We are all guilty. Perh:ips we should try starting an argu
ment abo:.it something, like the correspondence columns in 
the dailies. You m3y remember how I crossed swords on 
paper with the N.A.A.F.I. in 1934. It didn't get me any
where except on the Commm'..ling Officer's C:irpet, but the 
fatigue party who used to clean up the canteen at 7 a.m. 
daily found themselves out of a job from then on. ·You may 
ask "What has aU this to do with No. 1/20 Army Signal 
Regiment, T.A. ?" The answer is " othing, pal." Tipping 
the old gr:!en trilby over one eye, I add viciously " So 
what?" 

You have been reading ft, haven't you? 
BARLEUX 

ME:\"-
An A.T .. S.'-Eye View 

MEN are what women marry. They have two feet, two 
hands, and sometimes two wives, but never more than 

one idea at a time. 
Like Turkish cigarettes, they are all made of the same 

material; the only difference is that some men are a little 
better disguised than others. 

Generally speaking, they may be divided into two classes-
husbands and bachelors. An eligible bachelor is a mass of 
obstinacy entirely surrounded by suspicion. Husbands are 

of three varieties-prizes, surprises, and consolation prizes. 
Making a husband out of a man is one of the highest 

plastic arts known to civilisation. It requires science, sculp
ture, common sense, Faith, Hope, and Charity. Especially 
Charity. 

It is a psychological marvel that a soft, fluffy, tender, 
violet-scented thing like a woman should enjoy kissing a big, 
awkward, stubbly-chinned, tobacco- and bay rum-scented 
thing like a man. 

If you flatter a man it frightens him to death, and if you 
don't flatter him it bores him to death. If you permit him 
to make love to you he gets tired of you in the end, and if 
you don't be gets tired of you in the beginning. 

If you agree with him in everything you soon cease to 
interest him; if you argue with him you soon cease to .charm 
him. If you believe all he tells you be thinks you are a fool, 
and if you don't he thinks you are a cynic. 

If you wear gay colours, rouge, and a startling hat, he 
hesitates to take you out. If you wear a little brown beret 
and a tailored suit he takes you out and spends the evening 
staring at the woman in gay colours, rouge, and a startling 
hat. 

If you join him in the gaieties of life and approve of his 
smoking and drinking, be swears you are driving him to the 
devil, and if you don't be vows you are too snobbish and nice. 

If you are the clinging vine type he doubts whether you 
have any brains, and if you are modern and advanced he 
doubts whether you have a heart. 

If you "lire silly he longs for a bright person, and if you are 
brilliant and intellectual he longs for a playmate. 

A man is just a worm. He comes_ along, wriggling about 
for a while-and finally some chicken gets him. 

ANON 

Some satirical, reminiscences of "S " Indian L. of C. 
Signals which appeared in September are concluded. 

Ordnance, too, although always trying, were often not 
adequate, and could not hope to escape comment: 

ORDNANCE EXPLAIN 
Three handsome Staff Officers stood in a row 
And said to the public: We'd like you to know 
That we're ADOS 

and DADOS 
and Staff Captain (0 ). 

Our purpose in life is to give you, quite free, 
Whatever you want (we're obliging, we three). 
Perhaps you want cats to kill off your rats, 
Or perhaps your M.T. doesn't go. 
Perhaps for the winter you'd like some boots gum, 
And no doubt you want gallons and gallons of rum. 
(If you do, don't come near us, we won't have you nigh; 
We're teetotallers-rum is a Rice Corps supply.) 
We'll send you an answer, and then you will see 
That we've had it (you've had it), and all we can SJY 

Is that stocks have run out and the stores are N.A. 
Whatever is needed for winning the war 
Was, will be, or should be contained in our store, 
But whatever it is, it's never there NOW 
T hough we're trying to get it-we're trying-and how 
So the answer at present (we're sorry) is NO. 
Signed ADOS 

and DADOS 
and Staff Captain (0). 
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• A Sports Day ID Franee,1940 
(Extracted from the History of Second Air Formation Signals) 

THE month of March, 1940, was spent in settling down. 
The new rider, Air Marshal Barrett A.O.C.-in-C. of 

British Air Forces in France, was getting firmly into the 
saddle and testing his mount. Possibly he thought that 
handling "Panther" (the code name for the Advanced Air 
Striking Force, which we served) might be a task as 
difficult as that of the young lady of Riga who, as we all 
know, was "taken for a ride" by a tiger. 

Conferences and exercises sought out and put right any 
hitherto undetected weaknesses, and behind the operational 
units the administrative services tightened every nut and 
adjusted every control. And on the 13th, for the special 
benefit of Signals, a special test was staged by old Dame 
Nature, who might have had reasons for thinking we were 
getting over-confident. 

As a matter of fact, we had recently been rather " throw
ing a chest" collectively. There are two pitfalls in the 
path of a Signal Unit: one is to become over technical 
and thus unsoldierly, as a result of continuous indoor office 
routine; the other (never a serious danger at Rheims) is 
the inferiority complex that may overcome the non-fighter 
in the presence of " real soldiers." The R.A.F. have a simi
lar problem among non-flying personnel. 

To avoid either pitfall, we developed esprit de corps as 
a fine art. The Officers' Mess in Boulevarde de la Paix was 
the focus of this spirit. Everything was done to make it 
both "regimental" and attractive. We had the advantage 
<>f a large house, suitably furnished, to start; and we main
tained civilised standards as far as possible. Even if war 
is hell, as General Sherman said, there is no need to lay on 
additional discomforts just to annoy. 

Our greatest pride was in the two Royal portraits that 
hung in the anteroom; one of His Majesty in Service dress, 
'Signed and dated 1940; the other, also signed, of the 
Colonel-in-Chief. 

Luncheon and tea were, naturally, informal meals; the 
former was often followed by coffee in our not unattractive 
garden, over which Major Young presided as head gardener 
(when not commanding No. 1 Company), . and which he 
had embellished with flowers whose seeds had been sent 
from home. The garden was also brightened by a running 
stream, and a concreted pond in which our goldfish led 11 

precarious life, due to too much attention and mistaken 
kindness. 

Dinner was a punctual and more formal meal at wfuch
on guest nights~fficers appeared in " blues." This kit, 
and our pewter mugs-every one engraved with the Corps 
badge and the name of the officer-gave our guest nights 
a cachet that was possibly unique in France. T hey certainly 
gave our officers, and-by a very rapid reaction-all ranks, 
a collective self-confidence that was to prove a solid foun
dation of morale in the more strenuous days to come. 

As a final demonstration that we could play as well as 
work, and to celebrate the passing of a particular bitter 
winter, we arranged to hold a Sports Meeting on the 15th. 

The famous R.A.F. Central Band was in France and 
would be playing in Paris about that date; why not grasp 
the opportunity? 

So the date was fixed, a good programme was arranged, 
and Regimental funds were tapped to provide some worthy 
prizes. 

The Signal Officer-in-Chief (Brigadier R. Chenevix 
Trench) had promised to come from G.H.Q. at Arras to 
present the prizes ; so invitations were sent out to a wide 
cir le. 

e omitted to mention that there would be a buffet, with 
the deliberate intention of not attracting a crowd of people 
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more interested in gin than gymnastics - but those who 
accepted were unlikely to die of thirst as we were able to 
get our champagne at the very reasonable rate of about 
two bob a bottle. 

A perfect ground was available at the Pare Pommery, and 
the only disappointment was the refusal of Equipment Staff 
to lend u.s a couple of large marquees--on the unexpected 
grounds that these were required for the war! 

Still, it looked like being a good show, when Nature took 
a hand by producing, two days- before the Sports Day, a 
gale of appalling violence and particular malevolence. 

Miles of P.T.T. poles crashed to ruin, carrying with 
them nearly all the trunk circuits in the neighbourhood~ 
trees fell everywhere, blocking roads and smashing lines; 
and in the Signal Office " was tumult and affright." 

All hands were required for immediate repair work: 
should we cancel the sports? Should we hell ! 

Major Rau (commanding No. 2 Construction Company) 
rose, as usual, to the difficulties and undertook - with 
strange oaths-to restore all essential lines in the 48 hours 
available. It looked an impossible task, even for eight Line 
and Construction Sections: but our ..shorter home-made 
poles had stood up better 'than the old and overloaded poles 
of the P .T.T., and our lines were easier to reach. 

Wherefore, by working through every minute of daylight, 
Major Rau made good his undertaking: and the last of 
his detachments arrived on the sports ground ten minutes 
before the start of the programme-tired and rather dirty, 
but full of the pride of achievement which is the only justi
fiable pride. 

There were two good results from this storm. The absence 
of telephone facilities threw a tremendous strain on our 
already fully-employed D.R.s; so we obtained the services 
of all the motor cyclists in the A.AS.F. (R.A.F., R.E. or 
R.A.S .C.) and thus established a principle of central control 
where previously there had been a big waste of effort due 
to each " service " running its own system. 

The second result was even better, for we realised that 
no enemy bombing could possibly do as much damage as 
that storm. We were therefore confident that our repair 
organisation could compete with the worst efforts of the 
German Air Force. Communications would be maintained. 

The day of the sports dawned-and either Adminis
tration bad achieved the feat of getting the Clerk of the 
\Veather "taken on strength" of Air Formation Signals 
or else be was trying to apologise for bis previous behaviour: 
it was a perfect day. • 

Over the ground flew three flags-the Corps colours, the 
ensign of the R.A.F., and the Tricolor. The R.A.F. Band 
was in its best form, and tqe two "enclosures" had their 
marquees after all. Not being inclined to look a gift horse 
in the mouth, the C.O. made no inquiries as to where they 
had come from-but 0 .C. No. 3 Company bad rather the 
air of one who does good by stealth, like Robin Hood. 

Visitors included a gratifying proportion of French 
officers, including our old friend the Divisional Commander 
from Mourmelon, and everal representatives of French 
Transmissions. 

Naturally it was irnpos ible to get in all the men from 
outstations, but there were several hundred on the ground. 

There are few more pleasant functions than a good Regi
mental Sports Meeting, though it provides little new to 
describe: the traditional programme, with Inter-Company 
competition, and Officers v. Sergeants has its own special 
charm. Possibly the only novelty was an airline-building 
competition between the various ections of No. 2 Company 
-rather a busman's holiday for the competitors, but at 
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lea t an opportunity for their work to receive public recog
nition. 

The only untoward incident was at the close, when the 
R. .M. (who is by virtue of bis office debarred from making 
any error at any time) announced the prize-winners in the 
true stentorian manner. The Visitors' Race ad been won, 
appropriately enough, by a Pilot Officer of the R.A.F. 
Him the R. .M. announced a "Petty Officer." It is on 
record that that evening the Sergeant of the Guard reported 
to the R. .M. in the words " Come aboard, sir, with the 

tarboard Watch." 
I forget how many at dm.vn to supper in the Mess that 

night, but they included several representatives of First Air 
Formation Signals from the B.E.F. and, I think, some of 
L. of C. ignals from Le Mans: so it was a happy party. 

F .S.M. 

SIG i ALS ASSOCIATION 

Bra nch Notes 

Bristol and District 

The point this month is where to start? It seems that 
with the departure of summer (that must have been the day 
before our last meeting but one !) and the start of the darker 
evenings, the Association becomes more and more active. 
But first of all I think I should give the big news of the 
month-and that is about the proposed Bath Branch. 

As many of you probably know, the Bristol district covers 
quite a large area and, of course, includes Bath, from which 
ancient and rather beautiful city we draw quite a few 
members. I must say that those members have given us 
tremendous support during the last year. They were repre
sented on the Committee by our good friend, Mr. Hedger 
(Air Formation Signals, S.E.A.C.). Friend Hedger bas been 
scouting around and has found an eminently suitable base 
from which to launch the new branch in the Old Crown 
Hotel, New Orchard Street, Bath, and it is proposed to hold 
the first meeting on Thursday, 28th October, 1948. The 
landlord is ex-Signals and Hedger admits that, as negotiations 
were carried on during the lunch hour over the odd noggin, 
and as the said negotiations were on a most cordial basis, be 
has completely forgotten the name of mine host! However, 
there you are, and we hope to see a very good gathering of 
all those ex-Signals types that live within reasonable distance 
of the Old Crown at 1900 hrs. on the 28th October. 

The skittles •enthusiasts have deluged me with news this 
month. Their final friendly of the " close :?eason," so to 
speak, was played against Congresbury British Legion. T he 
skipper attributes our trouncing to the fact that local custom 
decrees that the game must be played with rubber balls, and 
is equally strict on the rule that these balls must not bounce 
when in play! That's as may be, but the main thing was 
that we all had a most enjoyable evening, returning tired 
but happy and filled with good spirits at approximately 
1.30 a.m. (no such thing as 2359hrs. in the 0.C.A. ! ). 
" Chippy" Parslow carried off the honours for the Signals 
with a masterly display. The first league match was played 
against the Royal Marines O.C.A. on 16th September, but 
unfortunately the results have not come to hand yet. The 
next matches are on 23rd September and on 2nd October 
against the Royal Engineers O.C.A. and the Wiltshire Regi
ment O.C.A. respectively. The Royal Engineers' match will 
be played on the home alley at the Old Crown, Broad Wier, 
Bristol, so look in if you are down that way and give the team 
a cheer. 

We have had to say goodbye to another committee stalwart 

356 

-this time Mr. J. H. Spencer, who bas been looking after 
our employment register. Unfortunately he has found pres
sure of business too much for him, and as he has to spend 
long periods away from Bristol, he has, with re.gret, .been 
forced to resign. It was with equal regret that his resigna
tion was accepted. But we understand he has interests in 
Wolverhampton, so look out for him up that way. 

We are all looking forward to the visit of the display team 
to the local speedway on 24th September. The team have 
received some very good publicity and, in the words of the 
track manager, " these Army boys certainly know their ~tuff." 
I hope to be able to give an eye wimess account of the display 
next month-and maybe a picture! 

So don't forget, chaps. Here's a list of the forthcoming 
engagements just to jog your memories: - 28th October, 
meeting at Bath (see above); 12th November, mon~ly meet
ing at the Old Duke; 13th November, annual _dinner, and 
we are hoping to see quite a lot of visitors there. I gav~ you 
·au the details last month. 

That's the lot. Cheerio, and do look us up some time. 
D.P.J.H. 

Hirmlnghnm· 
September 

Major Frank Braine occupied the chair in the absence 
on holiday of Brigadier E. A. James, o.B.E., T.D., D.L., at 
the August meeting on the 26th. Well, we all need a break 
at least once a year. Perhaps most of our members were on 
holiday on the last Thursday in August. Certainly the 
company was small, but composed of the usual ·ardent 
supporters. We enjoy that couple of hours together. You 
would, too. At least three members have confessed that they 
forgot about it being the last. Thursday in the .month. They 
remembered on Friday morning. Bad show, chaps. Mr. 
"Bill" Langham-or should I say S.Q.M.S. ?-nearly came, 
but probably didn't even know what day it was. One doesn't 
on leave, though you would think that Bill would be quite 
used to leave by now. Or is that rude? 

Before we forget. Our Hon. Secretary, Captain R. H . 
Ironmonger has moved to 303 Highfield Road, Hall Green, 
Birmingham, 28-so put that in your notebook in case 
you would like to apply for tickets to the Annual Armistice 
Dance to be held at Cateswell House on 12th November. 
This is the last chance we shall have to advise you about it. 
Never will five shillings be put to better use. It is a long 
time since we saw Captain H. S. (" Bill ") Nokes up this 
way from Crediton, but perhaps he will try and make an 
effort for 12th November again this year. Mr. E. H. Pickering 
would like news of Mr. Dick Newbury. He is not the only 
one. Open the gate, Richard. Is it a fact that the Signals' 
Re-union is not to be revived? And who has decided this 
dreadful thing? But of course one can begin to see the 
endless snags with things as they are today. Accommodation 
nil. Not enough food or beer. Petrol negligible. Can you sec 
the youngsters gaping at the venerable old gentlemen in 
their Corps ties. The V.O.G.s glaring back but agreeing that 
perhaps the youngsters are not so b:i.d after all. If ever the 
re-union is revived there will certainly be a terrific crowd. 
One doesn't need a Gallup poll to find that" out. A popular 
pastime at our meetings is the exhibition of old photographs. 
Mr. Tom Liggins, who never misses a meeting despite the 
fact that he is blind, produced a most interesting collection 
going b:i.ck to 1910 or thereabouts. Someone will bring along 
his Indian Mutiny snaps before long. Someone always does, 
but we would like to see them all the s:i.me. 

There isn't much more news from Birmingham though, 
of course, we could go on and make some up for you. J oily 
good stuff, too, as Captain Chris Chapman would tell you. 
Which reminds us. He wants to know where Captain 
Charles F ield is hiding and whether " M " Section have 
been told about the war finishing. With which rather unkind 
note we may as well " stand down." 

BARLEUX 
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(;ITY OF l.ONDON SIGNALS OLD (;OMRADES' 

ASSOCIATION DANCE 

A good gathering of O.C.A. members, with their wives 
and friends, assembled in Signal House, 20 Atkins Road, 
Clapham Park, for the first dance of the 1948 winter season 
The Royal Signals Band provided the dance orchestra and a 
very good time was had by all. 

One of the difficulties of this type of party is, of course, 
that the bulk of the 0.C.A. members spend much more time 
in the bar gripping than dancing. It is only natural. The 
sight of an old friend perhaps not seen for months or years 
cannot be suitably celebrated by a brief handshake. One 
wants to hear all about him, or rather to tell him all about 
oneself, and, as both have the same idea, both talk at once. 
The situation, however, is invariably saved by the arrival of a 
third party who recognises one or possibly both of the 
previous contestants and the chattering reunion from being 
a private fight becomes a general melee. 

City of London Signals O.C.A. are holding their annual 
general meeting on Thursday, 21st October, 1948, at 7.30 
p.m., at Signal House, 20 Atkins Road, Clapham Park. 

This is a notice to all members of the Association to come 
along on that night. It is also an invitation to those who 
served in the City of London Signal~ to come, meet, enjoy 
and join the Association. 

SPORTS NOTES 

Lawn Tennis 

The 1948 lawn tennis season opened with an Officers' 
tournament, held at Catterick Camp, from the results of 
which it was hoped to select the best possible team to repre
sent the Corps. The singles event in this tournament was 
won by Major G . S. K. Maydon, School of Signals, and the 
doubles by Major B. J. Milnes and Captain C. A. Smith, both 
of 3 Training Regiment. 

Two Corps matches were held in August, one against the 
R.A.S.C. at Buller Barracks, Aldershot, which was lost by 
six games to three and the other against the Royal Engineers 
at Chatham which the Corps won by seven games to two. 

The Royal Signals team consisted of: Lieutenant-Colonel 
P. 0 . J. Nicholson, School of Signals; Major G. S. K. 
Maydon, School of Signals; Major M. S. C. Shardlow, 
No. 1 Training Regiment; Major P. Watts, War Office; 
Lieutenant-Colonel H. D. Mountford, Northern Command 
(M) Signal Regiment; Captain J. MacLean, Northern Com
mand (M) Signal Regiment; Captain D. L. "Hermiston, 
R.M.A., Sandhurst. 

Have your personal copy of 

Th e W i r e 
mailed to you direct· 

. Subscriptions for 1949 should be sent to 

The General Secretary, 

Royal Signals Association, 

88 Eccleston Square, London, S.W. I. 
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Royal Signal Golf Society 

Annual :lleeting, 1948 
The meeting was held at the North Hants Golf Club, 

Fleet, on 26th and 27th August, and was attended by 43 
officers of all ranks. 

The first day's play consisted of two 18-hole rounds for 
(a) the Royal Signals Championship Cup (best gross score) 
and (b) the Royal Signals Handicap Challenge Cup (best 
net score). Both cups were won by Captain D. L. Swallow, 
whose gross scores were 78 and 84, the standard scratch 
score of the course being 74. Second-Lieutenant I. A. S. 
Biggart returned gross scores of 76 and 86 to equal Captain 
Swallow, but not being a regular officer he was ineligible 
for the championship cup. 

Tension was relaxed on the second day for the bogey 
competitions. The bogey singles were won for the third 
time in succession by Brigadier Thursby-Pelham, who this 
year was playing on his home course. The foursomes were 
won fairly easily by Major Rhys Few and Second-Lieutenant 
Biggart who finished one hole up on bogey. The next best 
score was three down. 

Captain Swallow impressed the spectators on the morning 
of the second day by driving to the green at the 259-yard first 
hole. His previous day's form did not last long, however, 
and he finished well down on bogey. 

Detailed results are· as follow : -
(a) Championship Challenge Cup. (Open to regular officers only.) 

Winner Captain D. L . Swallow, 78+84=1.62 
Runner-up Major-General C. H. H. Vulliamy, 83+85=168 

(b) H andicap Challenge Cup . 
Winner Captain D. L . Swallow, 12+ 78= 150 
Runner-up Major-General C. H . H. Vulliamy, 75+77=152 

(c) Bogey S ingles Challenge Cup. 
Winner Brigadier C. K. Thursby-Pelham, 2 up. 
Runner-up Second-Lieutenant I. A. S. Biggart, 1 up. 

(d) Bogey Foursomes Challenge Cup. . . 
Winners Major C. Rhys Few and Sccond-L1cutcnant I. A. S. B1ggan, 
l~ . B. 

Runners-up Lieutenant-Colonel H . S. Lewis-Barclay and Ma1or J. 
Mclhuish, 3 down. 

The meeting was much enjoyed by all. The weather was 
perfect. The course was in very good condition with true 
greens and the rough not too thick. The hungry and thirsty 
golfers found good refreshment in the Club House. Ca~dies 
were in short supply, but the R.A.M.C. Depot very kindly 
helped out by lending 12 soldiers who acted as bag carriers. 

The prizes were presented by Mrs. Vulliamy. . 
Lieutenant-Colonel Lewis-Barclay was presented with a 

silver inkstand in recognition of his having won the Royal 
Signals Championship Cup nU;ie times out of a possi?le 19. 

The following points were raised at the general meetmg: -
(a) A golf meeting run on the same lines _as the. annual 

meeting ·will be held in the North of England ID April, 1949, 
and before the Army meeting. Competitors could be accom
modated in Catterick and the play would be either on the 
Catterick Garrison course or, if petrol permitted, on a nearby 
course. 

The question of prizes for this meeting was. not finally 
settled, but it was agreed that the four cups mentioned above 
would continue to be played for annually. 

Details of this meeting will be published in the January 
edition of THE WIRE and will be circulated to all who took 
part in this year's meeting. 

(b) Next year's annual meeting will be held in the last fort
night of August at either Sandy Lodge or Moor Park Golf 
Club. These clubs are near to the railway station and within 
easy reach of London. . . 

(c) Brigadier Straight, the pres1~ent ?f the Royal ~1~ 
Golf Society, will hand over on his renrement to Bngaclicr 
Galwey. 

(d) A new honorary secretary will be required to replaoe 
Captain K. W. Ramsay, who is shortly leaving ?ie Army to 
go to T heological College. A replacement will be found 
from Catterick. 
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What the Wives 

thillk of 

Life in B.A.O.B. 

On a cold, bitter morning in January, 1947, I arrived at 
the great German port, Cuxhaven. It was the first time 
I had travelled so far away from my quiet Irish hometown, 
and I shivered-not from cold but from excitement. All 
my worldly goods were locked inside the two small bags that 
lay near my feet. The blue labels on each showed Herford 
my destination, and, in spite of my few possessions and the 
terrible cold, I felt gay and happy. 

By nightfall my husband and I were dining in our new 
home-our first since we were married. My lovely home 
was all I had ever longed for, and I was proud to be its 
mistress. 

As the days and months passed by I had made many 
friends and found several new interests. The Colonel and 
P.R.I. decided that six wives would get together and 
organise a Families Committee. I was one of the six elected, 
and pl~sed with the honour as it was my first experience 
of Sooal Welfare. We agreed to hold a General Meeting 
once a month in the N .A.A.F.I. Readirig Room. At first few 

wives attended, and our Quartermaster, Ration Sergeant, 
N.A.A.F.I. Representative and General Executive looked 
very shy and embarrassed in our presence. Now most wives 
do attend; our male hosts are less shy and embarrassed, and 
even on a few occasions they have banded around our tea 
and cakes whilst we wives have got our heads together for 
a jolly natter. Then there are the Regimental dances (at 
the P.R.I. expense) and the weekly whist drives, which are 
definitely worth the bob a time. Good tea (piping hot) and 
nice cakes during the interval, plus a good old chat with 
the players, and let me tell you that most of the men who 
attend can tell a yarn fit to equal any of the many I myself 
have heard back in the Emerald Isle. And, too, we can go 
to the Unit cinema and the Mercury, known throughout 
B.A.0.R. for its wonderful plays and variety shows and 
very talented company of Regimental personnel. It was here 
that H.R.H. The Princess Royal spent a very enjoyable 
evening on her recent visit to the B.A.O.R. During the day, 
when our menfolk are at work, and all our household chores 
have been attended to, we can stroll along to our Families' 
Shop--a place where queues are rare, a place where some 
nice articles can be bought by the lucky housewife who has 
some Bafsv to spend. 

Even though my purse is often empty, I am nevertheless 
happy and contented with my life out here. I have a com
fortable little home, a kind anq loving husband, and three 
good meals each day. 

Yes, indeed, I shall be sorry when I leave Herford and 
my friends-very, very sorry indeed. DONLEVI 

ROYAL SIGNALS DIARY, 1949 
Published by the Army Sport Control Board in collaboration with the Royal Signals Association, 
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A Junior N.C.O.'s Wife 
. We are t~e ~ves of two Junior N.C.0.s in the Royal 

Signals, servmg m B.A.O.R. Through the medium of THE 
WIRE we should like to express our views of conditions out 
here in Married Quarters in B.A.O.R. 

The Quarters, house divided into two flats, are very good. 
Each flat consists of a bedroom, sitting room, kitchen with 
a small scullery, and a bathroom. The furniture which 
is provided, is also very good both in quality and ~uantity. 
But items like carpets, curtains an~ mats are very scarce, 
and the ones we have at present are m a very poor condition 
b~t we realise that items such as these are in short supply. 
Lmen and all necessary household requirements are also 
provided. 

The cooking facilities contained in the bottom fl.at include 
an electric cooker and a coal stove. The top flat possesses 
only a coal stove, which in summer months cannot be lit 
as there is too much heat. Therefore the electric cooker has 
to be shared. But we can use the coal stove this summer. 
. 1:he food. supply is on the whole quite good, but there 
is lade variety. The scale of rations is on the same level 
as Englan~, so it can be seen that there isn't a lot. Although 
the s.cale 1s .the sam.e '!le do not hesitate to say that the 
cost 1s not; m fact, 1t 1s very much higher. 
~he cost of living ~ere is altogether very high. After 

ranons, rent, fuel and light are paid for, very little is left. 
As there are thr.ee children between the two families, aged 
seven months, eighteen months and three years, it is quite 
a struggle to keep them clothed. The main source of supply 
of these goods is from the N.A.A.F.I. Married Families' 
Shop. Although the shop has quite an extensive range of 
goods they are very expensive·and, as we are wives of Junior 
N .C.O.s, ~e. simply cannot afford the goods, except the 
bare necessJUes. 

As far as Entertainment is concerned, it is practically 
non-existent. There is a cinema on the Camp which shows 
two films per week. There is other entertainment but not 
in the immediate area. To visit this entertainme~t, trans
port has to be arranged and paid for. There agaiJt our funds 
don't cover the expense, but they would hardly do so in 
England, either. 

Social activities also do not appear to cover O.R.s families . 
Of course, there are such things as Tennis Clubs, Horse 
Riding Oubs, and Gliding Clubs. But once again the price 
of taking advantage of these clubs is beyond our means. 
If it wasn't for the fact that we prefer to be with our 
husbands, coupled with the desire to have a home of our 
own, which is not possible in England, we would rather be 
back in England. 

The high cost of living seems to be the main drawback, 
and if this could be cut down to suit O.R.s' pockets it is 
our opinion that married men would be well advised to 
sign on a regular engagement. Two WIVES 

A Warrant Officer's Wife 
Having arrived on the second boat which docked at the 

Hook of Holland on 6th August, 1946, I think I have been 
in Germany long enough to give a few of my impressions. 

When we first arrived everything was, as the Army called 
it, "laid on." Quarters were ready, rations, coal, etc., had 
been delivered; in fact, there was nothing to do but unpack 
the baggage. The quarters and rations were good and every
one was very helpful. My husband, being a Warrant Officer 
I found social life very pleasant; there always seemed to ~ 
something on, if not in one of the numerous Sergeants' 
Messes, then in the Warrant Officers' and Sergeants' Club, 
an excellent club run by N.A.A.F.I. in the centre of the 
town. It was at that time possible to entertain in our home; 
many of the A.T.S. girls attached to the Unit would drop 
down for tea and, as the quarters were grouped in one 
area, ~e were a very happy community. Unfortunately, 
after eighteen months my husband's Unit was disbanded 
and, of course, we were posted. On arrival in our new Unit 
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we found that no quarters were available so we had to 
live in a Married Families' Hostel until 'some could be 
found. This is one of the big snags in B.A.O.R. On posting 
you may have to wait some weeks in the old station until 
accommodation is available. Quarters also vary, some are 
?ood and some bad, but the same rent has to be paid· that 
is, fo_r my husband's rank, in winter £1 l 7s. 3d. per' week 
and m summer £1 lls. 8d. This is a point which causes 
a lot of dissatisfaction when you consider that furniture, 
etc., is included and you find the quarter you are supposed 
to take over, besides possibly having been left filthy by the 
l~ tenants, ~s about one carpet, and broken windows 
boarded up with plywood-but it is worth it to have one's 
own home, which one might not have in U.K. 

Rations are being cut to the U.K. scale, but although 
they are delivered to the door it's a case of take what you 
a_re given, and no variety; you can't choose what you would 
like for supper as it's issued to a set scale the same as the 
men's rations. R S M , W . . • S IFE 
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address for Corps Publications to 

the General Secretary, Royal Signals 

Association, 88 Eccleston Square, 
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A Prime Minister speaks and Vesuvius erupts ; a new oil shaft is sunk hut a channel 

swimmer remains afloat; Home Rails are dull hut tomorrow the sun may shine •. . 

Night and day, minute by minute, the central telegraph station of Cable & Wireless 

is receiving the news red-hot, linking the hemispheres, feeding the press, breaking the 

o.ld Jaws of space and time. 
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A Prime Minister speaks and Vesuvius erupts ; a new oil shaft is sunk hut a channel 

swimmer remains afloat; Home Rails are dull hut tomorrow the sun may shine ••. 

Night and day, minute hy minute, the central telegraph station of Cable & Wireless 

is receiving the news red-hot, linking the hemispheres, feeding the press, breaking the 

old laws of space and time. 
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Cards, Account Books, 
Mess Rules 

Our Regimental Christmas 
Cards are known all over 
the world - order yours 
early 

Write for Catalogue-Post Free 

HIORNS & MILLER 
(SUCCESSORS) LIMITED 

40 Marlborough Street, Devonport 
PHONE 437 DEVONPORT 

Dear Sir, CardlnQton, Nr. Bedford. 
I have recently aot over a VU}' bad cold. 

I tried several dllrerent thlnits for lt and the 
only thlnll that did onythlJlit for me was 
'ASPRO' and I can tell you that, from now on, 
I shall never be without them. 

Yours In appreciation, A. J F . 

M•de by ASPRO LIM!TED, 
Slouih. Bucks 

U}j&~ 
The above Advertisers support our Magazine. WUI our readers please support them in return? 
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Club and Yorkshire Fishing Board Permits 

WBI our readers please support them in retqrn? 

THE WIRE , NOVEMBER 1948 

.. 

THE WIRE 
The Corps Magazine of th,;, 

ROYAi. SIGNALS 

The Official Organ of the 

~IGNAl.S ASSOCIATION 
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" The Wire " should be addressed to. 

The Editor," The Wire," 88 Eccleston 

Square, London, S .W.1 . 

Remittances should be made payable 

to : Royal Signals Association. Sub

scription rates (post free, except air 

mail): Twelve months, !Os.; single 

month, ls. 
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[Photograph t:1rough the courtesy of Catrerick Expr<H 

MAJOR-GENERAL c. H. H. VULLIA1\1Y, 
c.B., n.s.o., inspecting the Boys' Squadron 

Royal Signals, 9th September, 1948. 
The Boys' Squadron Royal Signals, after 23 

years at the S.T.C., has ceased, and become part 
of No. 4 Army Apprentices' School at Harrogate. 
It is a great loss to Royal Signals. Ex-boys have 
always been an ornament to the Corps and many 
have risen to high ranlc 

It is a sorrowful photograph for all of u as 
General Vulliamy vacates his appointment as 
Director of Signals in December. 



ill U N I f~ A T I 0 N S 

Effect of 
Radio 
Development 
by Captain C. lU. JENKINS, R oyal S ignals 

" GOOD morning, Dr. Crippen, I am Inspector Dew, of 
Scotland Yard. I have a warrant for your arrest." 

This simple conversation took place on 31st July, 1910, on 
board the liner s.s. Montrose as she lay off Quebec. T he 
capture of Crippen was significant in the legal world and 
aroused public interest. But at the same time it marked the 
first occasion in history that any police force had used the 
facilities of radio to bring a criminal within reach of arrest.. 
Since then this remarkable discovery by the Marchese 
Marconi has been interwoven into the pattern of every com
munication system which calls for the rapid transmission of 

361 

OF S~OTLAND YA RD 

information. In war or peace, nationally or internationally, 
radio is now accepted as an inseparable part of man's human 
existence. 

Scotland Yard is controlled by a Commissioner (Sir Harold 
Scott, K.C.B.), who is assisted by four Assistant Commis
sioners who deal with administration, traffic, crime and 
organisation. Communications are dealt with by the latter, 
the principal officer being a Superintendent with the title 
" Officer i/c Communications." The Yard is responsible for 
three main things: -

1. Crime detection. 
2. Control of the Metropolitan Police. 
3. Special duties for the State. 

Few detective stories have been written without mention of 
the" Yard." The competition between the mythical amateur 
sleuth and the hard-working police inspector, when an enter
prising au thor arranges for the thief or murderer to be caught 
by the thickness of a woman's hair, has created for many a 
romantic appeal. But in reality this is a fallacy, unless you 
consider many hours of dull routine checking up on things 
like a laundry mark of a Mr. " X" as exciting or glamorous. 
However, it is in connection with crime detection and pre
vention that the communication system plays an important 
par.:. 

The Metropolitan Police is responsible for about 700 square 
miles of Greater London or anywhere within a .radius of 15 
miles from Charing Cross. The safety of over eight rnillio.n 
people lies in their hands. Thousands of roads and streets 
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have to be policed. Property of incalculable wealth has to be 
protected. Nearly 40 miles of the River Thames bas to be 
watched. For all this, the overall manpower allowed is about 
20,000 and the Force in fact is still well below this figure. 
With such an immense task, the maximum possible use bas 
to be made of all the latest devices in the various branches 
of scientific development. It is true men and women are 
being murdered in London today and property is being 
stolen, but the same applies to New York, Paris, Bombay or 
Montreal. The fight against crime is being fought each day 
with relentless vigour; and with justification, Scotland Yard 
claim that human life and property are better protected than 
in any other capital in the world. 

Without doubt, improved communications have helped 
considerably. Whitehall 1212 and 999 are probably the two 
best-known telephone numbers in the London Directory, and 
have paved the way for between 700 and 800 arrests a month. 
The former is a manually-operated switchboard, with 1,200 
internal extensions. Exchange lines and private wires corning 
into the exchange total 200. The operators, who are all 
female operators, have special training in the handling of 
all calls, so that the outside subscriber can be quickly put on 
to the correct department with the minimum amount of 
delay. The switchboard was installed and is maintained by 
the Post Office. Day-time shift consists of two supervisors 
and 20 girls, with four or five men on at night; latter are 
G.P.O. operators. The "999" exchange is quite different 
and is independent of the main " 1212 " exchange. Calls 
are received by experienced policemen in the " Information 
Room," the nerve centre of the whole system. When you 
enter the " Information Room" 'it is very much like many 
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you would have found in the R.A.F. or Army during the 
last war. Two "Room" photos appear in these pages. 
Coloured counters looking more like draughtsmen-each 
representing one police patrol car or launch-are sprinkled 
on the various tables covering a certain part of the Metro
politan area. Patrol cars are normally driven by uniformed 
police, but they may be cars of the Flying Squad on roving 
commissions or " Q " cars, i.e. disguised as some other form 
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f vehicle. Each type of car or launch is allotted a special 
ooloured counter, i numbered, and is plotted with care and 
accuracy. All cars and launches are tuned to the same fre
quency of 80 megacycles per second and maintain continuous 
watch. The quality of " speech " on this large net is very 
good, consistent and reliable. Transmission is from a single 
100 watt frequency modulated transmitter, remotely con
trolled from the " Information Room." eceiving aerials at 
the main station are fed into a normal superhet receiver. The 
microphone normally used for broadcasts is a uni-directional 
moving coil type, with the call sign M2GW. 

Let us now consider the radio equipment in one of the 
cars. The set has been specially designed by G .E.C. to 
communicate with main or control station from anywhere 
in the M.P. area within a frequency band of 80 megacycles 
per second. It is housed at the back of the car (i.e. in the 
boot), operates off the car batteries and has an output of 
about 10 watts. The crew have no responsibility for main
tenance or fault-finding; if trouble develops then the whole 
equipment is changed for a serviceable one. Transmitter
receiver control is neatly installed as part of the dashboard, 
with three grades of volume control-in traffic, on the move, 
and whilst stationary. (Photograph opposite illustrates the 
layout on the dashboard.) A single 4ft. antenna is attached 
to the centre of the roof, in preference to the side of the 
windscreen, to eliminate screening. 

In contrast to Service signalling, the Metropolitan Police 
have no security problem. Each man is trained to be on 
the " air " for the shortest possible rime and to speak dis
tinctly. Messages rarely run to more than 20 or 30 words 
(or groups) as the rapid transmission of a few chosen words 
is the fundamental requirement. A copy of every message 
received is recorded and logged. Specimen of the form used 
is given opposite and is of interest when compared with our 
own Army Message Form. 

To illustrate how the "Information Room" operates, here 
are two examples taken from the records : 

1. At 11.23 p.m. on 29th May, 1948, a message was 
received from South Norwood Police Station reporting 
the loss of a motor car. 
To all cars by 11.24 p.m. 
At 11.27 p.m. the crew of T.A.G. Car " IL" arrested 
a man in possession of the stolen vehicle at Dunheved 
Close, Croydon. 

2. At 5.1 a.m. on 24th May, 1948, an emergency call was 
received from Temple Bar Exchange reporting that a 
man was making a number of false calls for Police 
and Ambulance from a telephone kiosk at Victoria 
Embankment, near Charing Cross. The information 
was sent by R/T to Area Wireless Car "6G." The 
crew of the Thames launch patrolling in the vicinity 
of Victoria Embankment also heard the message. They 
put a man ashore who arrested the offender whilst he 
was still in conversation with the operator at the Temple 
Bar Exchange. He was taken to Bow Street Police 
Station and charged. 

Without radio these arrests might not have been made. 
Useful as radio is, the teleprinter and the telephone handle 
most of the police information in the Metropolitan area. 
For this, the teleprinter network embraces 97 police stations 
and the private wire system connects 183 police stations and 
726 telephone boxes and posts. The installation and main
tenance of all equipment is done by the G.P.O. The tele
printers are operated, however, by policemen. As crime is 
sometimes international, it is desirable that Scotland Yard 
have wireless contact with America and the main European 
oountries. The traffic handled can be easily transmitted by 
manual operation. The main station is at Paris, with " out
stations " in the following countries: -Great Britain, U.S.A., 
Spain, Italy, Switzerland, Czechoslovakia, Holland, Denmark, 
Sweden and Belgium. 

The Yard are using at present a 600 watts transmitter, 
of their own construction and design, with a Marconi RG34 
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receiver. Test calls are made at 0700, 1500 and 1900 hours 
daily on authorised frequencies between 4,000 and 6,000 kilo
cycles per second. 

What of the future ? Is there a role for television or 
mechanical signalling ? For the answers much depends 
upon the trend of technical development and the require
ments of the police. The outcome will be of interest to many. 

(Note 1. All photographs are reproduced by kind permis
sion of the Commissioner of Scotland Yard and are exclusive 
to THE WIRE. Permission to reproduce these photographs 
elsewhere may be granted on payment to the Commissioner, 
New Scotland Yard, Whitehall, S.W.1.) 

(Note 2. If anyone would like to read about the non
communication side of the Yard, he should acquire Richard 
Harrison's "Whitehall 1212 "-The Story of the Police of 
London-··which has just been published by Messrs. Jarrolds, 
Ltd.) 

* * 

REUNIONS 
S.T.C. (B) lUDOW 

The second annual reunion dinner of the Cadre of S.T.C. 
(B) Mhow will be held in February, 1949, at Victoria Hotel, 
S.W.1. All interested should write to Mr. J. W. Ludgate, 
4 Ronelean Road, Tolworth, Surrey, or ring Elmbridge 7883. 

CITY OF LONDON SIGNALS O.C.A. 

The reunion will be held at Signal House, 20 Atkins Road, 
Clapham Park, London, S.W.12, on Saturday, 20th Novem
ber, 1948, at 7.30 p.m. 

• • • 
ROYAL SIG ALS DIARY, 1949 

Have you ordered your copy yet? The diary contains 
many pages of useful and interesting information, including 
coloured road maps of the British 1sles. Order your copy 
NOW. 
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CORRESPO DE CE 
Major F . V. Merchant, Roseleigh Cottage, Madeira Road, 

Ventnor, I.W., writes on 27th September :-
The reading of extracts of Lieutenant C. J. Sharpe's 

letter in September's WmE brought on an attack of nostalgia 
in me. Do I identify the Lieutenant (Q.M.) correctly with 
the C.S.M. C. J. Sharpe, a member of the Old Comrades' 
Sub-Committee about 1920? If so, be has belonged to the 
Signals Association about as long as I have, my date of 
entry being 12th January, 1919, and my card number being 
290. 

Yes, times have changed. My service in Telegraphs and 
Signals antedates Sharpe's a little, for I enjoyed (?) cable 
carts (the whole load of a cable wagon being carried on 
two wheels) with faulty winding gear and no brakes; and 
my service with the G.P.O. was on the strength of the 2nd 
Division, Telegraph Battalion, R.E. Campaign stars were · 
not issued for Aldershot, The Plain, nor Ireland, although 
many a night out (on manreuvres, of course) were spent 
thereat, when the motor vehicle was unknown, and more 
soles than seats were worn out. 

Where does the old soldier go when he finally receives 
his bowler hat? I've often wondered. I keep in touch 
with several, personally, ranking from Major-Generals to 
Sappers, and am always pleased to receive their letters and 
to hear of them. I live at the seaside and in summer time 
have calls from those who happen to be spending holidays 
in the neighbourhood. Quite recently one old comrade 
dropped in whom I had not seen since 1910, and he came 
from Limerick, Eire. Another came from Cambridgeshire 
to report in person after a separation of about 28 years. 
We recognised each other all right. I'm always glad to see 
them and drag up the past. The older one gets the more, 
I think, he wants to keep i i~ touch with his old friends, now, 
alas, rapidly diminishing in J mmbers. That page of Charlie 
Mepham and George Tibl:le (August's WIRE) was very 
interesting to me. I served with them both many years ago 
-but they still soldier on, while I (finally, I wonder? ) 
"ceased to be employed" in November, 1945. 

Some little time ago a note was put in THE WIRE inviting 
any old comrades who soldiered with me in Limerick 
between 1907 and 1914 to drop me a line. I still want to 
he<ir from them, and if any of them happen to be hereabouts 
I'J :::;e :,, ~c:e them. I've a pleasant shady garden in which 
they c ,1:1 sit and where they will not be importuned by 
beach photographers or ice-cream vendors; and if anybody 
will loan me a " flag, distinguishing, telegraph,'' or a Signals 
Association flag, I'll keep it flying during the summer 
months so that they will know where to find me. 

I agree with Sharpe that THE WIRE is doing a good ser
vice-better than the serving soldier knows. Those Branch 
Notes mean much to a retired comrade who occasionally 
recognises the name of an old-time friend. A pity the loca
tions of the Home Units are not always given, though. 

[Nearly always now.-Eo.] 

• • • 
REGIMENTAL STAHP CLUBS 

We hear from No. 2 Wireless Regiment, Royal Signals, 
Cyprus, M.E.L.F. 3, that they have started a Stamp Club 
and have produced a very admirable idea of exchanging the 
stamps of Cyprus either in complete sets, used or unused, or 
in individual stamps for the stamps of other countries. 

The Regiment also undertakes to provide unused sets of 
Cyprus stamps on a straight payment basis, i.~. face value 
plus a small charge not exceeding 5 per cent. for postage, 
paper, etc. 

We commend this to other Regiments stationed in countries 
which produce their own stamps. 

The idea might well be extended to Royal Signals Regi
ments of the Forces of the various Dominions. 

Dominion journals please copy. 
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Mercury Ilouse 
Bournemouth 

The Royal Signals War Memorial, 

Mercury House, will be open 

throughout the winter. Guests 

will be taken at the reduced 

charge of £3 IOs. a week, with 

even lower terms for longer 

periods. 

Bournemouth in the winter, and 

at these low charges, offers a fine 

holiday for the serving soldier. 

Special arrangements are being 

made for guests over Christmas 

week. Charges will be £5 IOs. 

for the week, or £1 a day. 

STUDENT DOODLES 
We have been inundated with letters from infuriated 

correspondents because there was no " Student Doodle " in 
the October WmE. We only have one left which we were 
saving for the December number. 

We are now able to print No. 6 as Major M. R. J. Fletcher 
has promised us some more. We thank him very much. 

A Dissipated Anode 
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tations 

So. 2 TIC.UNIN G R EGllU ENT 

Owing to a technical hitch in our despatch--a hitch 
explainable but not excusabl~ur notes for last month did 
not reach the Editor in time for publication. T o anyone 
who noticed their absence, and particularly to those who may 
have cared, we tender our sincere apologies. 

All hopes of warm weather, even in the form of a Summer, 
Indian, Old Soldiers, for the appreciation of, have been 
abandoned. Pointed remarks about 
frostbite float through barrack room 
windows into the night air, and 
similar remarks, equally pointed but 
mildly modified, may be heard even 
from the A.T.S. blocks (or so we are 
told). The Unit is "digging in" 
and generally making preparations 
for a Winter, Catterick, Eskimos, for 
the use of. 

Trials for the winter games started 
in earnest last month, and Wednes
day afternoons find at least 90 per 
cent. of the Unit distributed over 
lecal soccer, hockey and Rugby fields, 
and the surrounding countryside 
(walkers and runners). Most of the Unit teams have now 
been selected, and with Second-Lieutenant Ashworth playing 
hockey for the Corps, and S.Q.M.S. Andrews and Signalman 
McLean playing in the Corps Association football team, we 

also have our representatives further 
afield. 

Within the Regiment there is keen 
competition in evening games be
tween the Squadrons, and No. 2 
Squadron have also an Inter-Section 
Football Ladder, which is the centre 
of much interest and enthusiasm. 

After sunset the field of battle 
shifts to the Sergeants' and Cor
porals' Messes, where the Indoor 
Games Tournaments are now fought 
out with vociferous fury. Our 
thanks are due to the P.R.!., who has 
provided us with new darts, balls, 
bats and other essential weapons. 

The same benevolent gentleman is seeing that the Unit 
Drama Group is well provided for, and has already enrolled 
it as an Associate Member of the British Drama League. 
Two plays have now been read and 
discussed, and we hope to have some 
news of a public performance for the 
next issue of THE WIRE. 

When someone sweeps the stage in 
the Mons N.A.A.F.I. we can draw 
only one conclusion: the " Monstro
sities " must be brewing up another 
pot-pourri of local talent and light 
entertainment. Even in the middle 
of a performance it is difficult to 
predict what will happen next, so we 
beg to be excused from saying any
thing more (until after the event) 
than that we are glad to see the " Monstrosities " rubbing 
their eyes after their summer hibernation. 
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Other evening attractions are the Handicrafts Group, even
ing classes in preparation for the 
Forces' Preliminary Examination, 
and regular weekly film shows at the 
Unit Cinema. 

The D.C.R.E.'s branch has been 
busy in the Unit Lines, and the new 
surfaces to all the main roads make 
all forms of transport an easier busi
ness than before. The reopening of 
the Mons cookhouse was a long
awaited occasion, and all the trouble 
that was taken with it was well worth 
while. The newly-painted interior 
and the geographical murals (more 
notable for their colourful brilliance than their topographical 
accuracy) considerably brighten the messing outlook. 

Le Cateau cookhouse is now undergoing renovation and 
redecoration, and we look forward to the time when both 
cookhouses will be in use again. 

T he Draughtsmen's Training School has transferred from 
No. 1 Squadron to No. 2 Squadron. 

Last month's Married Families' Tea Party was held, as 
usual, in Le Cateau N .A.A.F.I . The Preserves Competition 
was . judged by Captain Kingston, the District Catering 
Adviser, and won by fyirs. H opkins, with Mrs. Ferguson in 
second place. T he prizes were presented by Mrs. P. G . 
Goodeve-Docker. T he next Families' Party will take place 
on Thursday, 14th October, and the current competition, 
that for knitting (with one class for adults and another for 
the children) is causing many fair hands to be fully occupied 
in the leisure moments. 

A ~ew arr~val in the Regiment is Major A. H . D. Llewellyn, 
~ho is no:iv m co~nd of No. 2 Squadron. We hope that 
his stay with us will be long and pleasant. We also welcome 
S.Q.M .S. Andrews, from the Airborne Signals, whose prowess 
on the football field has already been mentioned. 

Although most valedictions are temporarily suspended, a 
few members of the Orderly Room staff managed to slip 
away before the deferment of release became effective. Among 
them were Corporals T ed Jenkins, D erek Garwood and Jack 
Reed, and they take with them all our best wishes for the 
future. Mr. W. Wrightson, our movements clerk, has also 
left us, and his place is taken by Mr. J. Stainer, who has 
just completed 34 years' service with R.E. Signals and the 
Royal Signals. 

It is with the deepest regret that the Commanding Officer 
announces the death of Signalman Ivor Pulfer (22018262). 
He had been in the Army since 18th March, 1948, and served 
wi~ 2nd Training Regiment since 29th April. During that 
period he had earned the esteem of his comrades and was 
well liked by all ranks for his cheerfulness and pleasant 
manner. He died very suddenly in the Unit Lines on the 
morning of Wednesday, 25th August, 1948. 

No. 3 TRAINING REGIMENT 

August and September 
It is with the greatest of pleasure that we have to record 

for the third month in succession, that the Regiment remain~ 
stationary, doing exactly similar work, in occupation of 
Bourlon and Aisne lines; though this halcyon state of affairs 
is soon to be interrupted, and we shall be calling ourselves 
unofficially, No. 3 Training and Transit Regiment. ' 

. The .Regiment beiJ?.g divided, and the parts separated by a 
rrule, gives opporturuty for yet another type of competition, 
~e fil?t of :Which .was an Inter-Lines Boxing Competition, 
m which Aisne Lmes defeated Bourlon Lines. 

It was a fine evening's entertainment and patronised to the 
full capacity of the ~egiment's gymnasium. S.I. Gourley, 
of the A.P.T.C., has high hopes of getting a few dates in the 
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boxing world for many of the promising young amateurs. 
The cup, medals and prizes were presented by the Command
ing Officer, Lieutenant-Colonel J. S. Wise, and it was clear 
that a good time had been had by all-even the losers receiv
ing a well-earned reward. 

Our athletic season has been, we feel, very successful, and 
in the final meeting of the S.T.C. athletic season has been, 
we feel, very successful. We in the first place, with No. 1 
Training Regiment literally hard on our heels and No. 2 
Training Regiment third. 

Perhaps our most interesting athletic event was the Inter
Squadron meeting on 30th August, when almost the whole 
of the Regiment turned out at the Stadium ground to make 
it a gala day. The cup went to No. 4 Squadron, though the 
other Squadrons were very close behind, and the lead changed 
more than once during the meeting. 

Comedy as · well as skill was provided, especially at the 
pole vault pit, when one stalwart from No. 1 Squadron per
sisted in charging through the set-up without letting of his 
pole, though in all fairness it must be recorded that he 
changed his approach after breaking the crossbar in two. 

Altogether it was a really good day out, and the N .A.A.F.I. 
attended with spacious marquees and excellent teas. Mrs. 
Wise very kindly presented the cup, medals and prizes at the 
end of the day. 

T urning to cricket, we can only record a " fifty-fifty " 
season, though it was nicely rounded off with two wins. 
Given better weather and more experienced players, we still 
intend to give No. 4 Training Regiment a rattling good game 
when we take the field next season. 

All of which brings us to soccer, and our efforts of last 
season have set us a very high standard to achieve. We are 
entered for the Army Cup and have teams in both divisions 
of the Catterick District League. Already we have found 
several good players, and with the combined efforts of the 
committee, manager, trainer, spotters, Old Uncle Tom Cob
leigh and all, we hope to have glowing reports to make in 
the fu ture. 

Our results to date have been: 
D ivision I 

v. 14/20th King's Own Hussars Won 4-1 
v. 7th Queen's Own Hussars Won 4-2 
v. No. 4 Training Regt., Royal Signals Drawn 1-1 

Division II 
v. 1 Command Workshops, R.E.M.E. Lost 2-4 
v. 7 Company, R.A.M.C. ... Won 4-3 
v. C.S.D., Catterick Camp . .. Lost 0-3 

We have drawn a bye in the first round of the Army Chal
lenge Cup. It is expected that the Regiment will be well 
represented when Signals, Catterick District, meet Trimdon 
Grange in the qualifying round of the Amateur Cup on 
9th October. 

Pushing in the organ stops, and with memories of our 
60-nil defeats of last season, we turn to rugger, and are 
pleased to note that our first match of the season, against the 
National Service Officers Training Wing, resulted in a good 
match, the score of which (lost by 0-11) belied the closeness 
of the struggle. We certainly have the makings of a good 
steady team this season which may yet avenge those defeats 
of last winter. 

In these days, when so much interest is centred on activi
ties in the air, it is encouraging to see the great enthusiasm of 
the Model Aero Oub. Its membership is not confined solely 
to this Regiment, and its activities range from the building 
of solid scale models to the construction and flying of gliders. 
The main interest at present is the construction of a twin
engined aircraft which is to be radio controlled. During 
most week-ends a party of enthusiasts make a trip to Croft 
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Airfield, where by arrangement with the Darlington Aero 
-Oub they are able to experiment in flying the models con
structed in the Club's back room. 

These notes would be incomplete without mention of the 
families' tea party, a meeting which takes place each month, 
except when an outing has been arranged instead, in the 
Regimental N.A.A.F.I. The parties are arranged by Mrs. 
Wise and attended by the wives and families of the Regiment, 
and no doubt provide occasion for much good gossip. We 
must remember to get some WIRE notes from one of the 
ladies for our next issue. 

A marriage has ~n arranged and, by the time these notes 
are published, will have taken place between Captain A. E. S. 
Jackson, M.B.E., Royal Signals, and Subaltern M . Butler, 
A.T.S., both of this Regiment. " Jacko " is already well 
known to many old and new members of the Corps, and 
"Micky" must be known to quite a number. We wish them 
both the very best of luck. 

Congratulations also to Captain and Mrs. W. Dermit on 
the birth of their daughter Susan. 

Major N . de la P . Tate, Major Harris and Captain Barnes 
have all left us, the former for Ceylon and the latter for 
Shrivenham and Cambridge respectively. We wish them all 
the very best of luck. 

We welcome in turn Majors Mellor, MacDonnel and Ray, 
Captains McKay, McLaren, Sullivan and Wragg, and 
Second-Lieutenants Langworthy, Priestley and Watson {the 
last three hot from RM.A., Sandhurst). 

Warrant Officers' and Sergeants' M ess. During August we 
entertained the Corporals' Oubs of Aisne and Bourlon to two 
pleasant evenings' games. The latter we managed to defeat 
without much difficulty, but the Aisne Corporals' Club 
turned the tables. There must be something in the air at 
Aisne, for they seem to triumph at everything. 

We also held two successful social evenings, that of 12th 
September being particularly so. We were fortunate in 
obtaining the services of a remarkably good comedian-it is 
his civilian occupation-whose impressions of Winston 
Churchill and Rob Wilton went down very well. 

Other guests for an evening's games were the Warrant 
Officers and Sergeants of the 14/20th King's Own Hussars, 
whom we just beat, though judging from the bar stocks the 
next morning it must have been a hectic struggle. 

The entrance hall and bar have taken on a brighter 
appearance as a result of the work put in by the members. 
A week ago the place was a mass of ladders, paint pots, dis
temper brushes and other paraphernalia, but now everything 
is spick and span again and the smell of new paint has 
disappeared. Sergeant Thatcher is given full marks for his 
colour scheme. 

To all "in-comings" and "outgoings" we extend the 
usual glad mit and good wishes, especially to S.S.M. Burdes, 
who, to use his own expression, has received " just another 
posting "-but this time to civilian life after 24 years' service. 
From every aspect we have lost an old and valued member. 
On the eve of his departure be was presented with a hand
some clock, suitably inscribed. 

Since most of the incomings are of the" old sweat" variety, 
they usually mean " grips " all round of the " Do you 
remember old so-and-so?" species. 

Congratulations to S.Q.M.S. Holt on being selected to 
represent the Corps at hockey. 

Lost and Found Department. W.O.II "Taffy" L'Homme 
recently indulged in a game of rugger and lost his floating 
rib. No reward will be paid to the finder . 

W.O.II MacPherson, late of this Mess, lost a piece of 
porcelain of a type only issued to officers and married quar
ters. We are pleased to report that this has now been found, 
with blushes all round. 

Notes from Aisne Lines. The Aisne suburb is still flourish
ing, although the faces change as frequently as ever. Since 



the last note " T" Troop has left us, and we wi h them all 
succes , wherever fate may lead them. 

There have been few recent changes amongst the senior 
N'.C.O.s and Warrant Officers. S.S.M. Goldsmith, M.M. 
ha left for an appoinonent \vith the T.A., and S.S.M. 
Haydon ha returned after an unpleasant but successful 
operation, remarking that at least the operation has made 
him give up mohng. He recommends uch drastic action 
as the only hope for the victims of Madame Nicotine. 

S.Q.M.S.s Burge and Statham and Sergeants Skirving 
and Brewster remain our firm corner stones. 

The office i at the moment in the hands of Corporal 
Richardson who never fails to reply to any problem, " I was 
a bandsman for 17 year , you see sir," thi remark always 
being preceded by the now famous cough which on first 
hearing can so easily be mistaken for a grunt. 

The Squadron has had success in the Regimental games, 
winning both the boxing and the athletics cups. The athletics 
team assembled in Ai ne Lines after their efforts and per
formed the age old custom of " passing the cup." Our vic
torious tug--0f-war team took part in the ceremony, and it 
was only with great difficulty that the cup was wrenched 
from the hands of these e.xperienced quenchless stalwarts, led 
by the firmly-rooted Sergeants Hunt and Porter. The short 
ceremony was very popular and we are now looking forward 
to the next opportunity to repeat the performance. 

The energies of the Squadron have also been devoted to 
the perfection of " fire drill," and one is never safe from the 
effects of the irresistible temptation of the hydrants on 
S.Q.M.S. Burge and his merry lads. 

The Catterick weather is getting much colder and, as usual, 
our winter seems to be arriving sooner than in most parts 
of Great Britain. Consequently we have put our bats and 
pads away and have donned shirts and boots, while the foot
ball mathematicians have started their weekly correspondence 
with the pools. 

That's all for this month, and next month we hope to be 
able to tell you of more successes on the football field and of 
at least one member of the Squadron who is richer by £20,000. 
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B arnard Castle 
September 

The first week of driving training now 'takes place at our 
old location, the 'drome at Tholthorpe. The scheme serves 
a double purpose. The ex-bomber airfield, with its vast 
runways, is ideally suited for first week drivers, there being 
practically nothing to hit. The Troop on first week of train
ing go out as a more or less independent detachment and thus 
affords the men a good opportunity of sampling life with a 
detachment, and all its attendant ups and downs, at an early 
stage of their service. 

The junior N.C.O.s have staked their claim on the social 
ladder at long last. They made their debut with the first 
Corporals' Dance on 8th September and made a great success 
of it. It is good to see encouragement given to such a venture 
and it is hoped that the junior N.C.O.s will make the most 
of the opportunity and turn their monthly dances into social 
events of note. 

The business of running Unit D. and D. Courses for junior 
and potential N.C.O.s has been tackled with great determina
tion. A standard programme has been mapped out and it 
should greatly benefit those attending the course. The course 
recently completed passed off with a ceremonial parade on 
18th September, under R.S.M. Thompson. Their turn-out 
and bearing was certainly a credit to the instructors. 

U.H.Q. SQUADRON. The Squadron has now taken over 
the responsibility of dealing with the N.S. intakes from 
Driving Squadron, and with it was transferred a harassed 
look from S.S.M. Driving to S.S.M. H.Q. 
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The sedentary workers are proving that they can at least 
hold their own in the field of sport. At present we are second 
in the Inter-Squadron Football League, but expect to amend 
that to read first on the ne.\."t sports afternoon. The Inter
Squadron Table Tennis Competition has been running for 
two weeks now and so far we have literally cake-walked with 
the honours. Although we haven't done so well with 
Miniature Range Shooting, we proudly claim to have the 
only corporal in captivity who can score nine without even 
using the sights. 

DRIVING SQUADRON. Major Morrison, M.B.E., our 
new Chief Training Officer, has effected considerable changes 
in the training belt. Training Wings are disbanded and 
Troop Officers now press heavily on. Who knows, we may 
even obtain that 100 per cent. pass off (at the first attempt). 

Captain "Paddy" Walsh is teaching the latest batch of 
trainees the "rudiments" at Tholthorpe Airfield. (Can't you 
get by without your rabbit pie!) 

We cordially welcome Lieutenant Mootham, who is on a 
Maintenance Course at present, and R.S.M. Carr, who is 
helping to keep the wheels turning at Tholthorpe. May their 
stay be long and pleasant. 

We are indeed a sporting Squadron these days. " A" and 
"B" soccer teams are striving mightily in the Unit League. 
We confidently look forward "to the "A" team finishing well 
up with the leaders, S.Q.M.S. Delicate still plays a mighty 
game for the Officers' and Sergeants' soccer team. "A" and 
"B" shooting teams carried the honours on the miniature 
range against D.R. and U.H.Q. Squadron. Keep it up, 
drivers. 

Departures have been nipped in the bud for a few months, 
except for the odd string-puller at least. Before these notes 
go to press Second-Lieutenant McDonald will have left us 
on a Oass " B," to pick up where he left off at the 'varsity. 

Congratulations to Sergeant " Nobby" and Mrs. Clarke on 
the birth of a daughter. 

D.R. SQUADRON. This month has been one of feverish 
activity for the Squadron horticulturists. Much back
breaking work has gone into making the gardens in the 
Squadron area a pleasure for the eye to see. Even the Squad
ron Office verandah had its quota of flora in hanging flower 
pots. (What did Babylon have that we haven't?) 

We have reaped the just reward of our labours, however, 
completing the hat trick by winning Classes "A," " B " and 
" C,'' thus obtaining the Inter-Squadron Trophy. 

Well done the diggers ! 
Now that the nights are drawing in and there is a nip in 

the air, the topic among sportsmen in the Squadron is soccer. 
Under the expert guidance of R.S.M. Thompson, the Squad
ron team has been going from strength to strength, and by 
beating the Officers' and Sergeants' team by 3--0 we now top 
the Inter-Squadron League. 

The number one sport in the Squadron is, however, boxing. 
Our O.C., Captain Stirk, the Unit Boxing Officer, has been 
supervising training all along, and hopes to turn out a team 
equal if not better than last year's. 

Our last WIRE scribe and Training Officer, Second
Lieutenant Newsome, went out with lucky " 76,'' and his 
place has been filled by Second-Lieutenant Belchier, from 
Driving Squadron. We extend a warm welcome to him and 
also to S.Q.M.S. Howard, who has taken over from S.Q.M.S. 
Clay, retired after 31 years" service. 

The talk at the moment is abou the forthcoming trial 
which is being organised by Captain Stirk. There are so 
many canine pets around, however, that one often wonders 
if it will be a motor cycle or a sheepdog trial ! 

The Corps Display Team will be returning to its fold in 
the near future after its usual highly successful tour. The 
winter close season will see Second-Lieutenant Dimmock 
training new blood for next year's team. But these are the 
only people we want to see doing "Double Jimmy's" on 
the saddle. 
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s :og11al Si11gsters No. I 
(With apologies to the Taller) 

A feathered vertebrate of eagle eye and dun-coloured 
plumage splashed with scarlet. 

CEE-ESO BIRD-OR RED-HEADED CHASER 
(I smylinethru-the certathecito) 

Adult Male: General colour greenish-brown, awe
inspiringly crested with a band of scarlet feathers and having 
two prominent scarlet patches on either breastbone. Beale 
large, slightly hooked, and of coarse tex"ture, enabling it to 
probe into the kernel of hard nuts and " bukshee " stores 
hoarded by the Q-em bird. Mandibles square and pro
minent; body feathers, undercovers long and downy, outer 
covers neat and well preened; shanks long, and in the older 
birds often leathery up to the knees. 

Habits : The Red-headed Chaser is a bira of uncertain 
temper, especially during the early hours of the morning. 
Unless its every whim is gratified it will gyrate in small 
circles uttering harsh cries of "Notgoodenuf-Notgoodenuf 
-Whosetoblame." If caught off duty it behaves in a 
friendly fashion and emits fatherly noises. 

Habitats: Usually nests in large bare rooms; walls of nest 
feathered with highly-coloured scraps of paper often regur
gitated by the Gee-Wun Bird. When angered, covers great 
distances at high speed, turning up in unexpected places, 
often to the consternation of lesser birds. 
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SCDOOL OF IGNAIS 
C:atterlck 

ROYAL SIGNALS WING. It is perhaps unfortunate 
that our first appearance in Unit Notes should coincide with 
a time when both social and sporting activities are at a mini
mum. We hope to correct this in future editions. 

There must be many past members of the cadre who are 
interested in the new organisation of the Wing. It would 
take more space than the Editor can spare to do justice to 
the subject, nor is there space to mention the names of the 
new and enlarged cadre. 

The Wing is now a self-contained Unit with an Adjutant, 
Q.M. and C.L of its own. H.Q. Squadron handles the 
administration of the Unit and is similar to the old Adrnin. 
Wing. Instruction is handled by five Groups, which corre
spond roughly to Squadrons though they are very much 
smaller. Each is commanded by a Major Instructor and all 
the officers are classified as Instructors. 

Instruction in basic theory is handled by Basics Group. 
Line Equipment and Wireless Equipment Groups take over 
the responsibilities of EI and EU in so far as equipment and 
specialised techniques are concerned. Tactics Group is the 
direct heir of the former Tactics Wing and has virtually the 
same responsibilities. The fifth Group is called the Lines, 
Workshops and M.T. Group, and handles instruction in line 
construction, workshops and M.T. for the Young Officers 
and F. of S. Courses. 

The first of the new series of Regular Y.0. Courses has 
now joined us from Sandhurst and we extend to them a 
hearty welcome. 

Sergeants' Mess. Past members of the Mess will be 
intrigued to learn that we now have a band of the dance 
variety. It consists of Sergeant Len Colley (piano), Q.M.S. 
Les Pettifer (bass), S.S.M. Ron Ashford (clarinet) and Ser
geant Bill Durrant (drums). The band-sorry, orchestra
has performed at all the recent functions with great success. 
There is, however, another side to the story. At a Mess meet
ing soon after the start of this great enterprise one member 
was most concerned about the dry state of the band and 
pressed hard for a larger beer allowance for them. Imagine 
our surprise to see this same gent playing in the band the 
following week. No names, of course, but he plays a large 
instrument with strings. 

These Training Aids people are really making the most 
amazing things. " Jock " Shields has designed a bomb that 
drops to a point 100ft. from the ground and hovers. From 
the inside comes a loudspeaker, through which is played a 
record of Frank Sinatra. A crowd immediately gathers round 
to listen and when there are sufficient in the crowd the bomb 
drops and kills the lot of them. · 

Owing to the split in the Mess caused by the departure of 
All Arms Wing, some of the furnishings have been given to 
them to help them start life. However, they have invited us 
to a house warming so we may get them back again. 

Hockey. The season opened with a game on 8th Septem
ber against No. 3 Training Regiment, which we won 3-1. 
The game was very even and No. 3 Training Regiment were 
unlucky to lose. Since then we have not been so lucky, 
having played three further matches and lost the lot (17th 
September, v. No. 2 Training Regiment, 2-3; 21st Septem
ber, v. No. 1 Training Regiment, 2-4; 6th October, v. 
R.A.F., 1-7). 

Football. Two games have been played, the first against 
the National Service Officers' Training Wing, which we won 
14-0, and the second against No. 1 Training Regiment, 
which we won 5--0. In the latter match we fielded a com
plete new forward line and, considerin~ the appalling 
weather conditions, the result was very-creditable. Q.M.S.L 
Moores and Sergeant Martin were outstanding. The former 
was recently selected to play for Northern Command. 

An Inter-Group Football League has been started and a 
league table will be included in future editions of these notes. 
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OFFICER TRAINING WING. As related in last 
month's notes, and for the benefit of readers who may have 
missed reading them, Royal Signals O.C.T.U. became a Wing 
of the School of Signals on 4th August, 1948, and was re
named the National Service Officer Training Wing. It is 
hoped that all old friends will remember us under this new 
name and that they will not imagine that we have packed 
our kit and departed. 

There were two Pass Off Parades during the month. 
Course 210/11 passed off on 9th September, the salute being 
taken by Major-General R. T. 0 . Cary, c.B., C.B.E., n.s.o., 
G.O.C. Catterick District. The Commanding Officer's Cane 
was awarded to Officer-Cadet Woolf. 

Brigadier G. S. O'N. Power, C.B.E., Commandant, School 
of Signals, took the salute when Course 212 passed off on 
25th September. On this occasion the Commanding Officer's 
Cane was awarded to Officer-Cadet Finch. 

Lieutenant F. D. Williams has our best wishes for his 
future happiness on the occasion of his marriage to Patricia 
Margaret, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. J. W. Devine, of 
Beckenham, Kent. The wedding took place at the Church of 
St. Edmund, Beckenham, on 27th September. 

We extend a hearty welcome to the following on joining 
the Unit. R.S.M. Wyers, who takes over from R.S.M. 
Bennett on completion of his tour. It is rumoured that 
R.S.M. Bennett is bound for the T.A., where no doubt there 
will be an increase in ceremonial parades. To S.Q.M.S. E. J. 
Brown, who once more occupies his old seat in the Orderly 
Room; and to Staff-Sergeant Peters (R.E.M.E.) and Sergeants 
Boddington, Blampied and C. R. Williams. 

We have said "Au revoir" this month to Major W. J. 
Cornish, who is now once more on his way overseas, this time 
to the Far East; to Captain J. T. R. Sylvester:-Bradley, who 
has lefr us for Corpus Christi College; and to our oldest 
member, S.S.M. Boxall, who at long last has departed to 
civilian life. We wish them all the very best of luck. 

Just enough hockey has been played during the close 
~n. to enable players to keep in touch with the game. A 
SIX-a-side tournament was held successfully despite all 
attempts by the weather to damp our spirits. However, after 
several postponements the Officers' Mess team won the 
trophy. With the opening of the hockey season we are in a 
positi?n to fie~d two teams, one of which has the appearance 
o~ being formidable. There are high hopes that one or two 
will be cho~n for the Corps side. The first eleven opened 
the season with a very creditable performance. Visiting Bar
nard Castle, where they were entertained by 7th Queen's Own 
Hussar_s, they gained a valuable point with a depleted team 
on a pitch that more than favoured the home side. In their 
second match, at home, they beat No. 7 Selection Regiment 
2 goals to 1 after a fast game. 

The rugger XV is being knocked into shape and have 
every hope of keeping up their excellent record. Several well 
known personalities are with us at present, including Second
Lieutenant " Nim " Hall (England), his brother, Second
L!eutenant J. Hall (Northern Command and Corps), Second
L1eutenant I. Gloag (Army), and Second-Lieutenants Taylor, 
Shenten and Wood (all Corps). All these are representing 
the Corps against RM.A., Sandhurst, on 6th October. Un
fortunately, not all will remain with us for the whole season 
but they will give us a valuable start. ' 

Our shooting team, ably led by Captain D. S. A. Hutley, 
G.M., has been unbeaten in the District during the last two 
years, and has been practising with determination to maintain 
its record for a. third year. We wish them every success. 

That. e~er~enc body .the Mountaineering Club, in spite of 
the opturusnc remarks m the last issue, have received a heavy 
blow. Their trips to the climbing area have been curtailed 
on account of what we will politely call a " technical hitch " 
over transport. We await eagerly the next move by this 
group of energetic enthusiasts. 

Our weakest point this season is the soccer XI, who have 
been badly hit by releases during the summer. 
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SCOTTISH COM.HAND (H) SIGNAL REGIMENT 

Edinburgh 
October 

During the first week-end in October the wives of the 
officers of the Unit decided that the international situation 
called for desperate action, so having given their husbands 
a generous issue of buckets and spades, they sent them off in 
their " horseless carriages " to Elie, Fife, the Riviera of Scot
land, to plan an invasion of the Kingdom, which had been 
overrun by those beastly Ruritanians. It goes without saying 
that the Ruritanians " copped " it in no mean way and so 
honour and domestic peace was saved. The visible pleasure 
on the face of our new Adjutant, Captain Geddes, was some
thing worth paying to see when he was told he could become 
a member of the Directing Staff of a S.E.W.T., which was 
to take place above sea level. (For the uninformed, Captain 
Geddes was in 52 (L) Division.) 
: The entertainments department has been providing mostly 

cmema shows this month as we are saving all our dancing 
energy for the visit at the end of the month of the Corps 
Band to Edinburgh, when there will be a light musical con
cert in the Music Rooms and a dance in the Freemasons' 
Hall, George Street. However, after much good staff work 
on the part of Signalman Arcus, we are once more the proud 
possessors of a Unit Dance Band. Its progress is excellent 
and it is hoped that it will form the mainstay of the proposed 
Unit concerts this winter. 

Although not officially classified under entertainments, 
some mention should be made of the fact that all the males 
of Fairmilehead and Broomfield have fired their annual range 
course at Dreghorn. The result can best be summarised as: 
Weather conditions, fair; average scores, fair; casualties 
(human) nil, (animal) one flock of terrified· sheep. 

A.T.S. It was with great regret that we said " Good-bye" 
this month to Senior Commander F. Murphy. She has taken 
down her "Jimmy" and gone to the G.D. Group as Group 
Commander, resident at the New Carlton Hotel. We shall no 
doubt be seeing quite a lot of her though, as she is still in oi.ir 
area. 

To Junior Commander L. Bowler falls the difficult task 
of fulfilling the appointment of Senior A.T.S. Officer. 

By her side is the ever-helpful Sergeant Shreeve, nobly 
tackling the job of Orderly Room Sergeant, vice our Scottish 
Sergeant MacColl, who was demobbed about three weeks ago. 

The call of the East has lured Subaltern Ferguson, who is 
now on her way to Singapore, and upon her arrival there 
she will probably be welcomed by Corporal Davidson, who 
was N.C.0. i/c switchboard at Command H.Q., and Private 
Gerrard, a clerk from Fairmilehead, who sailed a week 
beforehand. 

We have lost quite a few of our members because of over
seas postings-Corporal Hughes to Middle East and Private 
Birch to B.T.A. The A.T.S. drivers, too, have departed from 
our midst, and we miss them very much. 

New arrivals in the Unit are Junior Commander J. Goullet 
from the War Office, Second-Subaltern Ackeroyd from 
O.C.T.U., Windsor, and Sergeant Wooding recently returned 
from Singapore. 

Hockey trials have been attended by several of our 
Auxiliari<:8, and C.S.M. Coghlan, as Sports Officer, also plays 
a very rufty game. We hope to get a few places in the 
Command team. 

Two weddings have featured in our Unit: Lance-Corporal 
Allen married to Mr. Notman, of Davidsons Mains; Lance
Corpor~ Briggs, A.T.S., married Lance-Corporal Wilson, 
Royal Signals, before the latter departed overseas. We wish 
both couples every happiness in the future. Private Cuthill 
is transferring to Provost in the near future-a Red Cap in 
exchange for a cook's kerchief. 

Sergeant Aitchison still runs around and keeps the camp 
at Broomfield looking spick and span, and Sergeant Scott 
has our education at heart. 
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One great loss in the camp was our N.A.A.F.I. manageress, 
Miss Kavanagh. Many will remember her kindness to us at 
Broomfield, and we wish her luck in her new task in Germany. 

Sports Notes. Our sporting endeavours have been crowned 
with partial success. It is far too early in the hockey-soccer
Rugby season to predict our fortunes in the Command 
Championships but we may with all modesty claim to have 
a healthy chance. (It is authoritatively reported from sport
ing circles that Major Gregory's only concern is the heavy 
insurance liability of all the additional trophies.) However, 
there is to be no slackening of the ·reins-" Bash on." 

Football. We have played six games in the Mid-Week 
League, and clocked a goal average of 37 for, 6 against, with
out losing a single game. Thanks to the valiant efforts of 
our Second-in-Command, the splendid new Corps colours 
have been widely publicised. A multitude of other fixtures 
against civilian and Service sides have been arranged for the 
future. We look forward to the opening of the Mid-Week 
Cup and the Command Championships. All football enthu
siasts have had the opportunity of a bash, in inter-Squadron 
and scratch games. With such personalities as S.Q.M.S. 
Stewart (captain), Sergeants Gardiner and Browni Corporal 
Nicklin, Lance-Corporal Cullen, to mention only a few, our 
prospects are indeed rosy. Now, no posting order, please ! 

Hockey. Cup fixtures are not out yet, so we occupy our
selves testing the mettle of opponents to be. The first eleven 
has been doing very well indeed. From five major fixtures 
we hit up a very high average which was spoilt by a single 
unfortunate draw. The second eleven has put in a lot of 
hard work under the watchful eye of R.Q.M.S. Roscoe 
(captain, first eleven). 

The A.T.S. (our girls) haven't settled down to hockey this 
season. Of the two opening fixtures, one was upset by 
weather and the other by-eh, R.M.P.s? The M stands 
for menace. In spite of many difficulties, our new A.T.S. 
Subaltern, Miss I. Ackeroyd, and "cheerful" C.SM." 
Coghlan are really getting down to brass tacks. The A.T.S. 
are in on the American Tournament, due to take place on 
the 16th. Many spectators are due to attend, to "study 
form " we are told. Mixed hockey and netball is now under 
way. 

Did somebody say something about transport ? 
Rugger. Ask Captain John Rowlands (captain)-he 

knows ! What was it, sir, four or six stitches? The Royal 
Scots have beaten us up pretty badly but we are happy to be 
able to field a side this season. It's the spirit that counts! 

The skipper has no easy task ahead of him getting us 
ready for the Command Cup but he's up to it, and the side 
is quite determined to have a go. We shall have more to 
say next month. 

Basketball. We've got the rules right and the use of a 
gym on Tuesdays. It's not easy getting there but our F. of S. 
has a way with him. The Eastern District League is now 
under way and we take off with plenty of confidence. There 
is no reason why we should not do as well in a much more 
modest sphere-as No. 4 T.T. Regiment. We are told by a 
representative of the Regiment who happened to be present 
at the Northern Command finals that No. 4 T.T. produced 
as fine a crowd of chaps as they were players-they won 
hands down, and a jolly good show too. 

Table Tennis. The Johnson Trials were conducted with 
great ceremony, and after thoroughly coaching the selected 
few the said O.R.S. led his side to meet the challenge of 
St. John's, of Portobello (at home), on 7th October. We lost, 
but only just, 5-9. The league has a long way to go yet 
and having got the feel of an outside club, the next game 
ought to be tackled with greater caution. There are a few 
quite smooth players around. 

Netball. No advance so far. To press, all games have 
be~n within the family circle. Invitations have been pushed 
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out and we hope to see the girls doing their stuff in next 
month's magazine. Masters, of Broomfield, holds very 
definite views on the capabilities of the Regimental side. 
Good luck, anyway, we're with you. 

School of Signals Visit. Subject to £ s. d., the Regimental 
hockey, mixed hockey, soccer, netball, basketball and table 
tennis sides-thirty odd "bods" in all-hope to visit Cat
terick in one fell swoop. This is scheduled to take place 
week-end 12th-14th November. We are no further than the 
planning stage yet, though tlie voluntary subscription box is 
in circulation. S.S.M. Cooper would simply hate you to 
pop in the odd half-dollar. 

General. The sporting aspect of Regimental life in Scotco 
would not be anything like complete without a reference to 
our Mr. D. (for Davidson), known here in Signals Circulars 
for the past 20 years or so as the F.S.S. Watch Dog. T.O.T.s 
come and go, but Mr. D. cracks on for ever. 

Crossword Puzzle No. 3 
Composed by J. Riley 

ACROSS 
1. Arc the Ru ian ? (11). 
9. Having, as in double flowers, 

the stamens converted into 
petals (13). 

10. Tidy (4). 
11. Could be of cutlery (7). 
14. Many years ago you may have 

been referred to as a - (6). 

IS. To do with rifle drill (7). 
17. A word used by the O.C. as a 

preliminary to iankers (6). 
20. There was one in old Olympia 

(S). 
21. Could be referred to as Forces 

sweethearta (3). 
22. It is no more (4). 

16. Found in a type of ring (6). 
18. The late C.I.G.S. said noth- ~----------'-

ing about a - (7). 
19. Not easy (4). 

· 23. How Jong will it last? (3 
and 10). 

24. Is Mr. Wilson a - (11). 

DOWN 
2. The home of the "char wallah" 

(S). 
3. Said to be the ally and hdpcr 

of both Gods and men (4). 
4. Often gives trouble on a route 

march (6~. 
S. It varies in every one of m (8). 
6. To do with astronomy (7). 
7. A recruit is accused of - (7). 
8. Tho cause of many a llaf. (3) . 

12. My mind is ,ometimes re erred 
to as a - (8). 

13. Almost mythological in the 
forces (7). 

Solution to Crossword No. :a 
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Notes on the 

AUXILIARY 

TERRITORIAL 

SERVI~E 

GLANCING at the columns of a contemporary paper, I 
am reminded that the A.T.S. were ten years old on 8th 

September, 1948. But this is misleading. As the Auxiliary 
Territorial Service, yes, correct; date and year 1938. But 
in fact what is now known as " An AT," "Those -
ATS " or just " A TS " were with us long before September 
of that year under another name. What was it? I cannot 
for the life of me remember. 

All that I know is that I opened the all too frequent large 
envelope from the War Office sometime in April or May, 
1938, and saw that selected Territorial Army Battalions or 
equivalent Units were to be asked to volunteer to raise a 
company of women. 

At that time I was a T.A. Adjutant in London. We had 
a good drill hall, very nearly 100 per cent. of men on estab
lishment; we thought ourselves very good. 

"Women in the T.A.? Hell! No, never! But half a 
mo'!" 

You see our weekly Regimental dances in the Drill Hall 
had all winter attracted the bulk of the youth and beauty of 
the neighbourhood Very nice girls they were too. 

There were rival attractions of a Saturday night. If we 
could enlist a couple of hundred our rivals could go and 
chase themselves. Besides there was a war coming off shortly 
and the older amongst us had recollection of women driving 
ambulances as well as nursing. 

Careful reading of the War Office letter-it was one of 
those " I am commanded by the Army Council " ones which 
are always difficult to understand- revealed certain difficul
ties, disadvantages and, strangely, advantages. 

The decision was made. The Adjutant and Permanent 
Staff decided they would " have a go." 

First Hurdle. To convince the Commanding Officer. 
Being a man of very considerable vision and wisdom, this 
proved easier than expected, and also to our later great con
solation, a promise to go and see Lady Trenchard (the first 
head of the new service) that very day. 

The result was the immediate promise and very speedy 
production of one of the nicest officers we had ever met. 
She was very young, she was very lovely and she was 
extraordinarily capable. 

SPcond Hurdle. Overall numbers were limited to about 
80, far fewer than we desired but enough for a start . . 

Trades were confined to clerks-obviously a boon--canteen 
workers, cooks, orderlies, cleaners; these latter appeared not 
so good. 

The whole object of the Regiment was to produce· Signal
men. Cooks were necessary but there was no shortage. Can
teen workers, cleaners, storekeepers; no place for these and 
we wanted something better of our girls than that. So the 
first Signal Company came into being. We decided that we 
would take them in as canteen workers, and what have you, 
but we would train them as Signalmen. 

Third Hurdle. To catch your girl. That turned out to 
be easier than was expected. The first thing to do was to 
spread the news of the formation of the new Company; the 
second was to make entry as difficult as possible. By the 

time we had turned away the bulk of the early applicants 
there was a queue half-way down the stairs. That was where 
the second quality of our young officer was so useful. She 
heartily agreed that personal appearance was one of the chief 
qualities. And in her selection she " made it so," as the 
Navy say. By the time we went to camp, but that is a long 
way off, we bad as gallant a bunch of lovelies as could be 
wished for. 

Fourth Hurdle. The unofficial meaning of "Certa cito" 
in polite language is " Get going-do something-do it 
quick." But how? There were no Army Forms. There 
were no rules or regulations. Now long experience proves 
that to do something not in the correct format is to store up 
trouble. We were still at peace. Great effort produced one 
copy of the attestation form. Greater effort by the unwilling 
Permanent Staff (they hadn't seen the quality of the recruits 
then) produced the necessary copies. The good looking and 
capable were sifted, attested and welcomed. 

There was great competition to drill the girls. Their own 
officer, whose only experience was three days on the square 
at Duke of York's H.Q., had the merit of knowing her own 
limitations. 

All trades except clerks were straightway enjoined to learn 
the Morse Code, and learn it quick. All were talked to about 
signals and signalling. All appeared to like it. 

From the point of view of a hard-working Adjutant things 
were approaching the ideal. Adjutants, T .A., are by their 

Major-General R. T. 0 . Cary, C.B., C.B.E ., D.S.O., inspecting at 
Catterick a parade of the Auxiliary Territorial Service to mark 

the tenth anniversary of the formation of the A.T.S. 
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nature night workers. We were running three drill nights 
a week at that time, and the joy of being able to ring the 
Corporal Clerk in her London office and ask her to detail a 
girl for that evening was great. 

Sure enough, apparently pausing not for tea or supper, a 
really competent stenographer used to appear in the office on 
her way home and the whole of the toil was taken out of a 
couple of days' letter writing in one swift hour of dictation. 
Then to go about one's normal business of a drill night, 
confident that two or three hours afterwards the typescript 
would be in one's tray perfectly executed. 

This keenness to do voluntary work-there was no ques
tion of pay or even travelling money-extended to all of them. 

Fifth Hurdle. Some bright lad said, " Let's take 'em to 
camp." Impossible. It's never been done before. They 
aren't even enlisted yet. They have no uniform. We can't 
have 50 or 60 girls in camp with 400 men. They won't 
want to go. They can't be paid. It's obviously quite absurd. 
They came. In the manner of their younger sisters during 
the ensuing ten years, they proved that where the A.TS. 
are concerned, the only incentive is a job to be done. 

The girls in fact heard about it. Would we guarantee them 
a real live job in Signals in camp. We would? Right. " We 
are coming, all 60 of us." 

Difficulties over accommodation? We indented for a few 
extra tents. Difficulties over uniform? They would have 
like to be in uniform, but there were none, so they came 
in their ordinary clothes. No pay? "Well, that can't be 
helped." 

They came. The clerks made the work of the office un
believably easy. They helped in the mess tent. They manned 
the Camp Signal Office. 

Now in our camp the Camp Signal Office had many func
tioµs. As its name implies, it was the static Signal Office in 
camp. But more, Brigade Signals, Artillery Signals, or even 
the whole Divisional Signals used the Camp Signal Office 
as their Higher Formation. 

We gave them a Sergeant 0.W.L. to show them how. 
After three days the girls thought they could manage on 
their own. 

They were in fact not only a great asset, by the end of 
camp they bad become indispensable. 

We were a little apprehensive about the normal visit of 
inspection of our Divisional Commander. But he was a 
very good Divisional Commander, and the girls, bless 'em, 
were not only obviously busy and capable but they were also 
very pretty girls. We need not have feared. He was in fact 
very complimentary. 

These were small beginnings. Mark you, camp was in 
August, 1938; before the official announcement of the forma
tion of the Auxiliary Territorial Service came on 8th 
September, 1938. . 

And where have we gone from there? A long, long way. 
By their discipline and steadiness they have set an example 

on innumerable ceremonial parades. The writer on VE-Day 
was commanding 1,800 men and girls somewhere in England. 
The men, six strong Companies, all young soldiers, arrived 
first on the parade ground. Then came the seventh Com
pany-the " Damats." As they marched on to take their 
place the other six Companies were standing easy. Believe 
it or not, as the A.T.S. came on, they started clapping. 
Spontaneous, and those were not Signal A.T.S. They were 
the cooks and orderlies attached tO Signals. 

They have adorned every cookhouse and mess room they 
have had care of. In fair weather or foul, in good accommo
dation or bad, they have done their stuff. But it's only when 
the weather and accommodation are both impossible that the 
AT really becomes a "DamAT." Give me a pre-war gal
vanised iron garage converted into cookhouse and mess room. 
Give me eight inches of snow and a strong frost, so that 
the nearest unfrozen water pipe is 150 yards away. Give me 
800 hungry men and give me a bunch of A TS. They'll feed 
'em, and by golly they'll look nice while they are doing it. 
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Which reminds me. An A.T.S. sergeant cook running a 
big cookhouse was a veteran of the 1914/18 war. You all 
know the system. The Signalman when he gets to the busi
ness end of the queue grabs two plates. He passes down the 
line, the A TS slosh it on-hot meat, two veg., gravy, a 
pudd.-all to the tune of " The Old Grey Mare." For
tunately, the sergeant cook, aged 65, was a little deaf. 

They've adorned every gun site in A.A. Command, and 
better pens than mine have written of their exploits. Many 
have been decorated. More have .earned decorations for 
valour under fire. 

But most of all they've adorned our Signal. Offices. We 
all know bow good they are. We all revile them for the good 
of their soul (if an AT has a soul!). But try and take 'em 
away. C.S.0.s rise in their wrath. The flannel quivers 
on their chests. They invoke " the Commander-in-Chief, 
--- Command, views with the gravest displeasure the 
irresponsible suggestion that the A TS be taken away from 
the Signal Office serving his headquarters." 

No, there is no question about it, A.TS. Signals are one 
of the, if not the, greatest success of the late war and the 
post-wa~ period. Consider their reputation in Rhine Army. 
Minden Trunks. The Mercury Theatre. That wonderful 
repertory company which while dmng its normal Signal 
Office reliefs, rehearsed and played a different play every week 
from late 1945 until now. And the War Office is taking 
A.TS. Signals away from B.A.O.R., or so we hear. 

A.T.S. Signals have had their imitators. One is reminded 
of the Indian equivalent in its various ranges of race and 
creed. Of the extremely English cipher office in Rawalpindi. 
" Women can't work in Rawalpindi in the bot weather." 
They could, they did, they bad the spirit of the AT 

The tales that should and could be told. The ATS have 
served in Signals in many places during the war. Failure is 
not to be mentioned. There is no occasion known when 
they have not done better than expected, and better than the 
next man or girl. 

In the post-war Army they are getting fewer. High wages 
in civil life. Worsening conditions in the Army. Accommo
dation tolerable in war is, after all, pretty shocking in peace. 
Cutting of the ration scales means a necessity to pay for 
more food in N.A.A.F.I. or restaurant. Uncertainty of the 
future. Long delay in announcing the terms of the post-war 
service. All the above are cogent factors against recruiting 
for the Regular Forces. 

I remember in Germany an office of the Control Commis
sion; the clerks were ATS. Not Signals but the A.T.S. 
officers were Signals trained. Well, as time went on release 
took them away. Civilian clerks came in to take their places. 
The civilians hadn't perhaps quite the same ideas about work. 
They were intent first of all on a good time. As I say, release 
began to take 'em. The others just closed their ranks and 
did twice as much work. Thi went on. The few worked 
the harder. At last there were three. Their names, and I 
still keep the card, Bessie, Millie, Ellen, threw a party to 
end all parties on the eve of their release. Every officer who 
could attended. All their friends attended. It was to be the 
greatest party ever. It ended at 11 p.m. Bessie, Millie, Ellen 
had all three passed out. No, not tight! Just too tired to 
go OQ.. Mind you, though not Signals, they were Signal 
trained. 

While the ranks of Regular A.T.S. Signals are thinning, 
to the sorrow of all of us, we have proof that there is nothing 
wrong with the spirit of the AT. Territorial Army Mixed 
Signal Regiments are having no difficulty. The girls are 
coming in as fast as they are wanted. Go where you like, 
you'll find 'em. They are mostly new entry, not having 
served before, but they are a grand lot. They drill well, they 
look well and they signal well. Wherever they are, wherever 
they serve, the A.T.S. Signals enhance our reputation and 
their own. 

I went to Olympia at the time of the Royal Tournament 
and sought, unsuccessfully, for one of the three ATS who 
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had been borrowed to run the telephone exchange. I never 
found the switchboard room. I met an AT, or rather a 
couple, wearing " J immy" proudly on their chests. "Ho!" 
I said "you are the AT S who are running the switchboard." 
"No sir" said they, dimpling, "we're in the P.T." And 
what' a g~d show that was, the Combined Women's Services 
P.T. Di play at the 1948 Tournamen~. As I say, I nev~r 
found the switchboard, but the thrre little ATS who ran 1t 
got their C.O. a letter of eulogy an thanks from the Secre
tary of the Tournament. 

Or what about the switchboard supervisor at H.Q., London 
District during the dock strike? Sent for by her officer, she . 
was toltl there was a naval officer in the Ops Room who was 
expecting about 200 sailors to arrive at an unknown ~racks 
in Woolwich some time today, and could he have their tele-
phone number, please. 

" Sailor ," she breathed and fled. 
Findina out all that and reporting it to the naval officer 

in the Ops Room took her 6t minutes exactly. 
And that's just being an AT (in Signals). 
And now we hear they are going to call 'em WRACS ! ! I 

EASTERN" COlUMAND SIGNAL BEGD-IENT 

Canterbury 
October 

T he Annual General Inspection of that part of the Regi
ment stationed in Canterbury was carried out on Monday, 
11th October, by Brigadier F. Y. C. Knox, n.s.o., Comman
der, Home Counties District. The preparations for the visit 
bad to he indeed·certa cito, since we only had 48 hours' warn
ing. However, by dint of bard work and the big~ standard 
maintained from day to day throughout the Urut, all was 
shipshape in time. The Regiment was drawn up in two 
Squadrons for the inspection, and then marched past _the 
saluting base in a column of route, H.Q. Squadron leadmg. 
After the march past, the inspecting officer then saw the 
Regiment at work, questioning both officers. and ot~er ?1~ 
about their jobs and checking accounts and mventones m his 
stride. Before the inspecting officer departed, all ranks were 
granted the afternoon off in recognition of the hard work 
put in over the week-end. 

H.Q. SQUADRON. Christmas draws nigh and Captain 
Smith is already organising a children's party. At the 
moment he bas a worried air, but perhaps the sight of hordes 
of little children overeating themselves will bring back that 
benign look once again. 

We have had many pleasant games of soccer with local 
clubs in Canterbury, and the honours have been fairly evenly 
divided. Rugger, hockey, boxing and basketball are also 
under way. A keen interest is shown in cross-country run
ning, and we hope to enter for the District Cup. At the 
moment distances are small and aches and pains are many
incidentally, the Adjutant is just recovering from his first 
training run-but we hope to imitate " Jimmy" yet. 

No. 1 SQUADRON. Signals work in Shoeburyness and 
its surrounding islands carries on apace, in fact there is more 
of it. 

Arrivals in the Troop are too numerous to mention, but 
demob departures, much to the grief of those concerned, are 
nil. We have, however, to report the departure of Second
Lieutenant F. S. Gibbs. In the short time he was· 
here Lieutenant Gibbs displayed a flair for hard work 
coupled with so much enthusiasm and energy as to leave 
many members of the Troop speechless. We all wish him 
well in his university studies and subsequent career. He is 
replaced by Second-Lieutenant J. P. E. Barrett, whom we 
welcome and who comes to us with some reputation as a 
squash player. · 

It bas long been the practice ht:re for the maintenance of 
the intricate communications of the Experimental Establish-
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ment to be handled by the civilian side of the Troop. With 
growing commitments this side is increasing, and we now 
have the nucleus of a Royal Signals Old Comrades' Club in 
our midst. Those WIRE readers who remember the Thames 
Estuary Section of early war days will recollect Messrs. 
Barker, Chapman, Mayhew and Robinson. Ex-Western 
Command Signal staff and all those who were ever at the 
Coast Artillery School will not forget Sergeant " Smudger " 
Smith, of bell-ringing fame. " Smudger " now tends our 
switchboards as lovingly as a new-born babe. 

Last but by no means least, we wish to introduce " Kim," 
faithful companion of Captain H. E. H. Clements, the 0 .C. 
" Kim " not only keeps constant watch on his master's welfare 
but when feeling lonely has been known to ring the exchange. 
It is not true, however, that Captain Clements will entertain 
any offers from enterprising film companies or circuses. 

No. 2 SQUADRON. EAD Troop are well represented 
on Colchester Garrison sports fields, Captain Crump, Second
Lieutenant Davis, Signalmen Phillips and Stewart i;>laying 
for the rugger XV, with Captain Crump as captam and 
Second-Lieutenant Davis as hon. secretary; Lance-Corporal 
Hulme and Signalmen Culey and Gimour in the football XI; 
and last but not least, R.S.M. Grattage, M.M., in the 
hockey X I. S.S.M. W. Gibbs, trying his ~and at. hockey 
umpire, has so far had control of the Garrison Tnals and 
Garrison v . R.A.F. 

Congratulations to Captain and Mrs. Crump on the ~irth 
of their son- and may he, too, lead Colchester Gamson 
rugger to slaughter. · . . . 

With Captain I. C. Gibson and S.S.M. Phillips away with 
b em Column on a T.A. recruiting drive, H .Q., No. 2 Squad
ron is reduced to the " two men and a boy " level, but manage 
to 'struggle on . (But I did fatigues yesterday. - O.C. 
speaking.) 

P OETRY dedicated to all OSTs 
He stood there by the Pearly Gates, 

His face haggard and old; 
And timidly he asked the saint 

Admission to the fold . 
"What have you done?" St. Peter said, 

"To gain admission here?" 
" I've been a switchboard op," be said, 

" For many a drawn-out year." 
Then were the Gates flung open wide, 

St. Peter rang a bell. 
" Come inside and take a harp, 

" You've had your share of Hell." 

4 A.A. GROUP INDEPENDENT (M) 
SIGNAL S«tlJADRON 

Warrington 
October 

"Hello everybody" from Peninsula Barracks, Warrington. 
How the barracks got that name nobody appears to know. 
It was originally Orford Barracks, built in 1870, in green 
fields 1 ! miles from the centre of the town. Now it is 
Peninsula Barracks, nearly in the centre of Warrington, with 
the green fields miles away. From 1870 to 1912 it was the 
combined Regimental Depot of the King's (Liverpool) Regi
ment and the South Lancashire Regiment. In 1912 the 
King's Regiment moved to Liverpool, leaving the South 
Lanes the proud possessors until 1941, when it became a 
N.C.0.s' Training Centre, and later an A.T.S. Holding Unit. 
No. 4 A.A. Group took it over from them in December, 1946. 
It is a mid-Victorian type of barracks and one of the first 
converted under the Hore Belisha scheme, i.e. rest rooms, 
partitions in barrack rooms, new cookhouses, etc. The bar
rack rooms, six in a block, are very comfortable and up to 
date. It houses 70 married quarters, most of them old-
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fashioned, but the R.E.s are gradually converting them into 
respectable flats. 

Now for Squadron news. Work is going on very much as 
usual. We are preparing a demonstration room for line 
training. The G.P.O. _have very kindly given us odd bits 
and pieces to make this room interesting and instructive. 
The Q.M. has been rudely awakened from his slumbers and 
has issued teleprinters, exchanges, telephones, training sets, 
in fact everything to make a super training and lecture room. 
He has even had his merry band of storemen graining and 
polishing tables and chairs, which are the pride of the Squad
ron and the envy of the staff. 

Lance-Corporal Hutchinson and his tele and radio 
mechanics are wiring the whole place up and making a grand 
job of it too. So proud of it are we that we will soon he 
sending invitations to other Signal Units to visit the super 
4 A.A. Group Training School. 

Our D.R.s are out -daily, training for the 4 A.A. Group 
Motor Cycle Trials, to he held at Rhyl in the near future. 
Their training must be very intensive as there is always a 
procession backwards and forwards to the M.T. Stores for 
wire, bits of string, nails, screws and all the various items 
needed to keep the bikes really roadworthy. Remember Royal 
Signals Despatch Riders have the finest name in the world, 
and bring that trophy to Warrington. 

We welcome to the fold Junior Commander J . G. Frame, 
A.T.S., Second-Lieutenant K. Gill, Royal Signals, also a 
number of lads and lasses with names too numerous to men
tion. M ay all their stays be pleasant and long. 

We are running Group Dances monthly in the G ym, and 
to see the faces on early morning P.T. after the night before, 
one can only conclude they are successful. 

LONDON DISTRICT MOTOR CYCLE 
TRIALS 

THE London District Motor Cycle Trials were held near 
Pirbright on Sunday, 26th September, 1948, and were 

noteworthy for three things. First, practically every Signal 
Regiment in London, both Regular and Territorial Army, 
entered a team or teams. Secondly, 23 London Corps 
Signals, T.A., of Fulham House, near Putney Bridge, scored 
a bronze award for their team and also a bronze for Sergeant 
Hussey as an individual. They put up a very good per
formance over a difficult trial against strong opposition. 
Thirdly, the meeting was noteworthy because the spectators 
included a very much larger number of Royal Signals officers 
than of any other arm of the Service. 

It was a very 'bot day, almost too hot and sunny, and the 
dust rose in clouds. From the spectators' point of view
and after all a spectator can only be at one place at one · 
time-motor cycle trials are occasionally rather dull, but from 
the spectators' point of view this one was ideal. It may have 
caused some embarrassment to the organisers and possibly 
also the riders, but a very large civilian trial had been 
organised at the same time over the same ground. Taking 
one's place there as a spectator with a good view of one of 
the more difficult hazards, it was pleasant to see the soldiers 
attempting the hazard a few yards to one's left and the 
civilians on very professional specially hotted-up motor 
bicycles with competition tyres, etc., making an equal non
sense of it a few yards to one's right. 

The Army scored heavily over the civi-Uans in the matter 
of refreshments. The N .A.A.F.I. really did its stuff and 
several large store tents contained great quantities of food 
and drink. Those of the Military Police who were not 
actively engaged in the trial as competitors or officials were 
hard put to it to keep the civilians out. The remark was 
heard from one very dusty, very thirsty civilian competitor: 
" If this is the way the Army runs a trial, the sooner I join 
the Army the better." 
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Gardens 

in Barracks 
Set crab apple sticks to graft on. 
In the old of the moon set peas and beans, and sow 

parsnips and carrots. 
Trench gardens with dung. 
Uncover the routs of your apple trees and let them 

remain until March. 
Kill swine at or near the full of the moon and they 

will be all the better for boiling. 

-XVIIth Century Lore. 

GARDENING has always been an unpopular pastime with 
the troops. There are two obvious reasons. T he well

known and well-founded superstition that a good garden 
means a quick move; and someone else reaps where you have 
sowed. The second and more cogent one in these days of 
very short service is that few of the actual workers will he 
in the Unit or even in the Army when the crops come up. 
As Royal Signals we have advantage. In peace certain 
barracks or camps are sacred to Royal Signals. Therefore 
any work done is at least kept in the family. Can we have 
a common policy ? 

November and December are months of hard work and 
not much profit. But let us see what we ought to have in 
the ground already. Then on arrival in a new station, when 
we are put on garden fatigue we can have a constructive 
grouse as well as the normal destructive one. " What, 
digging! Me in my state of health! And why, I may ask, 
don't I see all the spring cabbage, the winter greens, the 
autumn-sown onions, the sweet peas, the eating peas, the 
broad ~s, and why no Brussels sprouts for dinner today, 
and I don' t see any leeks? Gardening fatigue! Now in my 
old Regiment we had .. . " If all the new chaps who do a 
bit of gardening fatigue while they are being assimilated into 
a Regiment to which they have been posted talk like that 
we shall he getting somewhere. There are two sorts of Regi
mental gardens. The one that grows weeds all the winter 
and a few of the easier of the annual crops in the summer, 
and the better sort that grows crops, not weeds, all the year 
round. With proper rotation and planning to grow flowers 
and vegetables all the year round takes little if anything more 

• out of the soil than the winter weeds. What shall we really 
expect to see when we go for the first time into the camp or 
barracks of our new Signal Regiment? We can judge quite 
a bit of its efficiency by its gardens. 

The flower beds should be full with the plants of wall
flowers, columbines, Canterbury bells, sweet williams, antirr
hinums, all cheaply grown from seed sown in the early 
summer. Any neighbouring garden has an immense surplus 
of seed. Quite a small nursery plot will grow enough plants 
to fill your flower beds. Once you have a small stock you 
can go on growing from your own seed at no cost. They'll 
keep down the weeds and make a brave show in late spring 
and summer before the annuals come in. The lupins, daisies 
and all the herbaceous stuff should be divided, the beds 
cleaned and new herbaceous borders made- on mild days at 
this time. "And where," you ask, "are the seedling lupins?" 
You can increase your stock of lupins by dividing roots, but 
much more easily by growing your own from seed. They 
grow fast; sown in September and October, they will flower 
next year and you then select the nice coloured ones you 
want to keep. Where are the rows of cabbage plants sown 
in August or September to eat in March and April, just when 
the dehydrated spud figures so much on the menu ? 
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Where are the par nips sown last autumn and now ready 
to come out, and thickly sliced to be so succulent when 
cooked with roasting beef ? And the seedling parsnip for 
next year. Sow him now for earlies; sow him in the spring 
for !ates. Rows of broad beans should be showing above the 
ground. They will winter well unless we get a very hard 
winter, and if very hard frost kills 'em the loss is slight. 

Don't grudge a bit of hard digging. It will pay a dividend 
next year. Don't dig too deep and bring up the poor soil 
below the surface ix inches. You, being a new boy, can only 
hope that P.R.I. has got a drawer full of old tobacco tins 
.with the seeds of all the annual flowers for next year's sowing, 
and that he has those large biscuit tins filled with beans and 
peas stacked in a corner of bis office. Every bit of seed saved 
means more money in the garden fund, and you might bounce 
P.R.I. into spending £4 on a wheeled hoe, which does the 
between-row work or makes a fine tilth in a seed bed in no 
time. It's hard work pushing it through crops but very 
quick, and if you are a Mixed Regiment you can have an 
AT in draught. She is more manceuvrable than a tractor 
for close work between the rows of cabbages, and the cost 
is very slight. Take her to tbe next dance. You probably 
intended to. anyway. 

On this question of seed, don't try for your own seed of 
the brassicas (what a silly word!), the cabbages, the kales, 
the lettuces and all that lot. It is too difficult and they aren't 
expensive. Onions, too, though many people do use their 
own seed. But beans of all sorts, peas, leeks and a third of 
your potatoes-why not save your own and save money ? 
Nearly all the hardy flowers grow as well from your own 
seed as from that in the pretty packet, and often a great deal 
better. 

When you dig, get all your rubbish underground-leaves, 
grass cuttings, weeds, crops past their best. Put it all in just 
as it is this winter. When you've finished the winter digging 
your rubbish dumps should be empty or nearly so, waiting 
to be refilled-and see they are refilled. 

My gardening diary for November, 1947, day by day 
reiterates the word " digging." But my wife didn't spend a 
penny on vegetables. Each day I looked at my September
sown sweet peas-would they be ready for Whitsun? Whit
sun was early in 1948 but on Whit Monday I met a man 
with sweet peas in his buttonhole. " Sown in the open in 
August," he said, " that's the secret." But it was a mild 
winter and my own August-sown sweet peas are now a foot 
high or more. Too high for my peace of mind if we get a 
hard winter. No, sow in September and be safe. Did you? 
I bet you didn't. Did you save your own sweet pea seed? 
I bet you didn't. Poor old P.R.I. will pay again. 

So what should we see when we join our Royal Signals 
Regiment in November ? The surrounds of the huts or ' 
barracks planted with the early flowering hardy bedding 
plants. Larger beds full of new and old herbaceous stuff. 
Not too much grass, I hope. That means work. Think of 
Catterick in its best days with defaulters cutting the lawns 
with razor blades. Flower beds are really much less trouble. 

The vegetable patch: about half of it carrying sprouts, 
parsnips, carrots, cabbage and curly kale for present eating, 
with cabbage, carrots and onions at least as nicely established 
young plants to come on in spring and summer. Oh, and 
what about the broad beans and a row of eating peas for luck? 
Meteor is a good hardy sort. Perhaps these two latter are 
in the kitchen garden of the Sergeants' Mess. There is some 
risk and the outlay for an early crop for the Men's Mess 
would be too high. The Sergeants' Mess garden, too, should 
have a row of sweet peas nicely showing amongst a fairly 
thi?c covering of 12-inch twigs. Let us have sweet peas, 
eatmg peas and new potatoes this 1949 Whitsun even if we 
didn't last. Let us see all vacant ground being ~ell dug and 
the contents of the rubbish heaps going into it. If we keep 
poultry or a pig or two, save every bit of by-product and 
put it on the rubbish heap. It will help to rot down into 
the best of all composted manure. 
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General. The Regimental junior N.C.O.s' drill and duties 
courses have been progressing well and have proved of great 
value to the Regiment in building up a good standard of 
junior N.C.O., which is so vital to the well-being and running 
of the Regiment, a very important factor of Regimental life 
these days. Many promising young N.C.O.s have been 
qnearthed on these courses and it is hoped that a high per
centage of them will be continuing on in the Service. 

Of the five National Service men who, as reported in last 
month's notes were to undergo another week of intensive 
training as drivers i/c, four were passed out by the Warrant 
Officer in charge of the L.A.D., and these have already been 
posted to Troops. So, of the 16 young soldiers who com
menced the driving course, 15 passed out as drivers, which 
is a very good result indeed. 

For the period 27th September until 14th October, Brigade 
Training is the order of the day. All three Brigades, 4, 5 
and 6, will each have their own training period and 
will work in conjunction with their Artillery Regiments. 
This Brigade Training will give to the young soldiers who 
have recently joined the Regiment an insight into the work
ing of communications within Brigades and will give them a 
grounding for the training periods that will be held later on. 

The 14th September will be long remembered by many 
members of the Regiment who were due for release on the 
day following and successive days as and when their day of 
release was due. At 1630 hrs. on this day, all officers, war
rant officers, N.C.O.s and men paraded, when the Command
ing Officer read out the order of the cancellation of all Class 
" A " release for a period of three months. This order was 
received by those concerned with mixed feelings and wonder
ment, and not without some concern, but all have apparently 
settled down very well to the idea of serving for a slightly 
longer period than they thought. Personnel who had any 
query to raise on this order were invited to do so at a special 
Request Hour the Commanding Officer held at his office. 

A Motor Cycle Racing Club has been formed within the 
Division recently. The racing track is situated quite near 
Divisional Headquarters at Opladen and consists of a part 
of the autobahn from which has been formed a closed circuit 
track; the track itself is approximately three miles long, both 
sides of the autobahn being used and incorporating in it three 
hairpin bends. Spectators have an excellent view of the 
whole course and this new sport is very well attended. The 
last meeting was held on 22nd September, in which Sergeant 
Dale, of the L.A.D., R.E.M.E., was first in the Open T.T. 
350 c.c. Class and also first in the Novices' Unlimited c.c. 
Class. Congratulations, Sergeant Dale ! 

Warrant Officers' and Sergeants' Mess. At last the "day 
of days" is almost here and Operation " Welcome" should 
become a reality on or about 16th October. The new Mess 
is the scene of much activity both by the G.E. Department 
and the R.S.M.'s labour squad. Our Foreman of Signals has 
prepared many useful additions, thanks to the kind co
operation of Captain Juniper, the T.0.M., and the carpenters 
of " M " Troop. In addition to the normal indoor amenities 
and games, we are preparing the grounds for a putting green, 
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quoits tennis court and badminton court. The Divisional 
tennis courts are situated close to the Mess and next year a 
Mess tennis team is being organised. Also near at hand is 
the Divisional swimming pool, and in the winter we shall 
have the advantage of ice skating on a good-sized pond 
situated in the iinmediate rear of the Mess premises. 

The internal layout of the Mess is satisfactory. On the 
second floor there are three single bedrooms, and on the first 
floor three double bedrooms with attendant facilities. The 
ground floor comprises the main Mess premises and consists 
of the ante room and bar, ladies' room, dining room, dance 
hall, a conservatory leading off the dance hall, and a large 
kitchen with modern equipment. 

We we1come to the fold Sergeants Callan and Warren. 
Sergeant and Mrs. Callan have moved into quarters in 
Gruiten, but we hope that soon they will live a little nearer 
home. Sergeant and Mrs. Warren are awaiting quarters and 
we heartily hope they will soon be reunited. Our Mess family 
strength is now 13. 

Mr. J . Binks, the News of the World athletic correspon
dent and former holder of the mile record, in a recent visit 
to this H.Q., informed our President, R.S .M . H. Griffin, that 
ex-Sergeant Joe Cotterell, whom many readers will remember 
as the finest runner our Corps has produced, is seriously 
handicapped with foot trouble. Joe, we all wish you a speedy 
recovery and sincerely hope by now that you have managed 
to cast off those crutches. Mr. Griffin can still remember 
those fine " miles " and " three miles " which you ran together 
when serving with 1st Divisional Signals in Mons Barracks, 
Aldershot, in '35 and '36. Good luck, Joe ! 

Mess Personalities. Sergeants Ted Tremear and Fred 
" Sunshine" Ray, on the Rhine at Koenigswinter. Ted is 
at present performing the duty of Officers' Mess Steward. 
His personality is always appreciated in the Mess, and he 
seldom misses a Guest Night. Fred is now with" J" Troop, 
4th Infantry Brigade H.Q., at Hubbelrath. His" impersona
tions" at Mess functions have always proved very humorous. 
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Sailing. The 2nd Division Sailing Regatta was held at 
the Baldeney See Lake on 28th-29th August. This lovely 
lake, over four miles long, is formed by damming the River 
Ruhr near Essen. Club houses for both officers and other 
ranks have been requisitioned at the best part of the lake. 
The Regiment, represented by Lieutenant-Colonel A. B . 
McVittie, o.B.E., and Second-Lieutenant G. Pearce, won the 
Inter-Unit Competition. Each pair sailed two races, and 
in all nine teams competed. The Regiment gained two firsts, 
one second and one fifth place, easily beating the runners-up. 
The result was all the more satisfactory as the Regimental 
expert, Major W. B. Rowett, was posted two days before the 
regatta, his place being taken by Lieutenant-Colonel A. B. 
McVittie, o.B.E. 

Football. On 15th September the opening games of the 
Regimental Inter-Troop Football League took place. From 
all accounts the same great interest and enthusiasm is being 
shown this year as it was last year, and it is hoped that a 
good Regimental team will be formed from the Troops com
peting. Owing to manpower problems, only nine teams are 
competing this season compared to the 12 teams of last season. 
The games are arranged on a home and away basis, and this 
means that all teams play 16 matches each. Fixtures for the 
Regimental team have been and still are being arranged with 
other Regimental teams within the Divisional area, and where 
possible with teams from outside the Division. The first of 
these matches was played at home on 18th September against 
the B.A.0.R Signal Regiment. Unfortunately, the kick-off 
was delayed until late, and in consequence shortly after the 
game had commenced down came the rain, which very soon 
had the ground under water in many parts. However, after 
a while the rain eased and the game continued. B.A.O.R 
Signal Regiment were the better side, and although Divisional 
Signals were pressing hard in the closing stages trying to 
save the game, B.A.O.R. Signal Regiment ran out worthy 
winners by 3 goals to 1. A return match has been arranged 
at a later date at Herford, when we hope to reverse the 
decision. 

The Regiment has also entered for the B.A.0.R. Inter-Unit 
Football Competition, which is scheduled to commence later 
on in the season. 

Hockey. The Regiment has entered for the B.A.0.R. Inter
Unit Competition this season and it is hoped that with the 
addition of one or two more experienced players we have 
now had posted to the Regiment to put up a good show. 
So far, two matches have been played this year, both against 
the 1st Manchester Regiment, the results being a draw of 
1 goal each and a win for the Manchesters in the return game 
by 3 goals to 2. 

Rugby. The Rugby fifteen beat H.Q., 2nd Division by 
33 points to 3 and drew with 42 Field Regiment, R.A., 11 
points all. 

BERLIN SIG~AL SQUADRON' 
September 

Whatever we report as having happened during the month 
under review, there is no doubt that it has happened to the 
background of aircraft engines. Day and night, in fair 
weather or foul, the roar goes continually on and the massive 
transports land and take off with a regularity that General 
Slim's Railways must surely envy! There have been few 
moments when one has been able to glance up and see a sky 
with no York, Sunderland or Dakota winging its wa with 
life-saving and blockade-defying rations and necessaries into 
or out of our beleaguered city. 

Many of the Squadron ha e been able to see Operation 
" Plane Fare " from do e quarters at Gatow and all have been 
most impressed with the efficiency and organisation displayed 
by both the R.A.F. and that rrange-sounding Unit the 
F.A.S.0. If you can imagine the taxi rank at Waterloo on 
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a busy day, you can imagine something of the scene at Gatow. 
As soon as one plane has taxied to the take-off point, another 
will touch down and a third commence moving up to the 
control point. As soon as the arriving plane has slowed up 
on its run-in, the waiting one moves with ever-increasing 
speed to take-off and the third arrives at the take-off point. 
And so it goes on, hour after hour. Arrived at the mar
shalling area, a plane has hardly time to svyitch off the 
engines before a lorry is backing up to the loading door, and 
intrepid unloaders are at work on the load, whether it be 
flour, coal or interesting-looking packing cases. 

ta tistics on this colossal airlift always seem to be Iai::king 
on one aspect which intrigues everyone watching the opera
tion. The amount of tea drunk by the aircrews during the 
unloading period would appear to be sufficient to float some 
of the huge Sunderlands coming in on the Havel just nearby! 
The mobile canteen is kept open 24 hours a day and is most 
popular with the aircrews and unloaders alike. The same 
staticians would also be surprised at the number of mouths 
which were unashamedly left open when the " Globe Master " 
dropped in. Can you honestly imagine a plane which can 
carry 45 jeeps and 150 fully-armed men, and is fitted with 
its own lift to facilitate unloading ? We don' t need to 
imagine it-we've seen it! We've also seen a very famous 
A.V.M. who shall be nameless, stepping nonchalantly from 
an equally famous British plane in immaculate grey suit and 
trilby hat! We'd previously imagined pathfinders used 
armour in Tudor days ! 

Although the life-saving planes are doing their utmost to 
keep us at normality, the boys in the Squadron have been 
learning how easy it is to go without those things you just 
can't get. Even the largest plane cannot bring· electricity in 
as a pay load, and it is really amazing how quickly one gets 
used to being rationed. Have you ever stopped to think what 
you would do if your power were arbitrarily cut off for about 
16 hours a day? At least you would soon become expert at 
keeping your generators in good trim, to keep the " Wireless 
Bridge " open, and you would also become adept at lighting 
"Tilley" lamps to keep "the watches of the night" with 
some semblance of illumination. 

There are, of course, many ways in which life in this the 
most ~scussed city in the world, goes on quite norn:ally. 
We s~ have parades for P.T. and work, for instance, and 
we still have sports teams which strive to keep " Jimmy " 
high in the vari?us leagues. We have demobs (yes, we do, 
honestly ! ) and sicknesses and recoveries, film shows and can
teens. Mo1<tly, of course, we still have work and there are 
f~w incidents repo~ed in the Press which yo~ read in which 
Signals! as exemplified by Berlin Signals, are not in some 
way mixed up. 

There are many old Signals personnel in Berlin at the 
moment who have taken on various jobs in the C.C.G. and 
other organisations. They are too numerous to list but suffi
cient let it be to say that they retain sufficient esprit de corps 
to rall~ around when one of their number falls into trouble. 
Thus. it was that we received the sad information that Mr. 
Rankin, a Corps hockey player of great fame in the past was 
lying dangerously ill in the local B.M.H. The O.c.' and 
S.S.M. took it upon themselves to represent the Signals 
Association and visit him before he was evacuated to U.K. 
It was really gratifying to see the way in which old Corps 
members ralliec:f around, and we hope to learn from the pages 
of THE WIRE m due course that Vic is now fully recovered. 

There was, at that time, also lying in hospital one S.Q.M.S. 
Gould, of our Squadron and undying fame. He fortunately 
recovered in sufficient time to attend the only Mess party 
~here has been for a long time. In fact, it was his party
m f~e~. Those of you who have worn the sign of the 
flaming rmg on your arms will know and remember Jimmy 
Gould. We send our felicitations from behind the curtain 
wherever you may go, Jimmy I 

Our Warrant Officers' and Sergeants' Mess farewell party 
on Saturday, 2nd October, held on the occasion of the 
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departure to civilian life of S.Q.M .S. Gould, went off with a 
real bang. Starting at 1900 hrs., we soon settled down to a 
red bot session, and after the usual preliminaries-speeches 
by the S.S.M . and the departing member- there was dancing, 
games, and plenty to eat and drink for the 40 or so members 
and friends who came along. I've never seen quite so many 
Units represented at such a small gathering, which goes to 
show just how popular we are in Berlin, but Jimmy Gould 
held the distinction of being one of the . few old hands who 
entered Berlin with the first British occupying forces and was 
a very popular personality. On Monday he left us to catch 
the first plane out of Berlin with specific instructions to sit 
on his steel helmet _whilst flying. One never knows bow 
accurate some people might be with their A.A. fire in the 
corridor, and I assured him that this would be adequate 
protection. He intimated that be wanted the " G ipsy's " 
advice on this matter first, but alas ! he scorned her for " The 
Diver" about three weeks before and she flatly refused him 
any further advice. A word of thanks must go to Sergeant 
Cliff Glennon ; the party couldn't possibly have been the 
success that it was without his untiring efforts. 

We extend a welcome band to S.Q.M .S. Randle and 
S.Q.M .S. " Darky" Page, who have recently joined the 
Squadron. " Darky " has left us for a couple of days to 
collect his wife and family, who are going to settle down to 
life in Berlin, and we take this opportunity of wishing them 
all a happy stay with us. 

Both " Q.s " are great personalities in the theatre of sport. 
Jimmy Randle represented the Corps at rugby on several 
occas~ons prior to the war years and I had the honour, too, 
of bemg chosen to play for the same team when Jimmy and 
myself were stationed at Aldershot in the good old days. 
" Darky " Page, on the other hand, excels at most games but 
prefers soccer. Many Berliners will remember with regret 
when he appeared in the Olympic Stadium last year as a 
representative player for Schleswig-Holstein Sub-Area, and 
B.T .. B. .were beaten to the tune of 10 goals to 1. It is quite 
a comc1dence that the old I Squadron, 1 Corps trio should 
be together once again, for both the O.C., Major L. J. Parker 
myself and " Q " Page have been together on three occasion~ 
since early in 1_946, first with 1 Corps Signal;; in Iserlohn, 
later at Ploei;i with 32 Independent L. of C. Signal Squadron, 
and now with our present Squadron in Berlin. Well, we 
should know each other by now. 

The soccer, rugby and hockey leagues are in full swing 
now, and each Wednesday and Saturday the many grounds 
at the Stadium are being used to capacity. Our Squadron 
football team is holding its own in the Junior League and 
should further improve its position under the capable 
gui~nce of " Q " Page. At rugby several of the boys are 
turnmg out regularly for the " Outsiders," who field a very 
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useful side chosen from the C.C.G. and Units in Berlin who 
are too small to field their own team. 

The news about hockey is absolutely first class. Fielding 
three regular players for the B.T.B. representative. side, we 
have to date an unbeaten record, having played 7, won 6 and 
drawn 1, with a goal aggregate of 24 for and 7 against. Out 
of the total number of goals scored, Sergeant Richardson, 
playing at centre-forward, bas scored 11 (three bat tricks) 
and Signalman Briggs, at inside-left, 5. We hope to be able 
to publish further successes in our next month's issue. 

Thursday, 30th September, was a big occasion in the life 
of Gjllian Parker. On that occasion Gillian was three years 
old and entertained quite a number of her school friends to 
tea. After tea they all enjoyed a Punch and Judy show, and 
later to all the old traditional games that the much younger 
generation enjoy. The Squadron presented Gillian with a 
huge iced cake-made especially for the occasion-and orna
mented with three candles. After the candles had been duly 
extinguished by Gillian, the process of devouring the cake 
was soon in operation. T he party began to disperse at about 
1830 hrs. after a most enjoyable afternoon. Surely this was 
an occasion that our O.C.'s daughter will long remember. 

With the winter fast approaching, the garden produce-
with the exception of the brassica family-has all been lifted 
and passed to supply depot for redistribution in Berlin. I t 
may be considered most unfortunate that, due to the present 
circumstances in Berlin, we have been robbed of the pleasure 
of serving at our own tables everything we have produced. 
But that did not kill any former interest that we had in horti
culture; in fact, it increased our efforts, and our final figures 
showed roughly 3,000 lb. of fresh vegetables from what can 
be termed as just a mere " back garden ." 

Stop Press N ews. La.te Arrivals. Lieute~ant M . ~reen
wood has joined us from H.Q., B.A.O.R., Signal Regiment. 
Yet another Onecorpite. We extend to you a warm welcome, 
sir, and may your stay with us be a happy one. 

R OCKY 

N o. I I Alll FOlllUATIOX SIGNAL REGDIE~T 

Diic k e burg 
October 

A new formation flash has now been issued. The Corps 
colours provide a background for a twin-engined aircraft 
(closely resembling a Bristol Beaufighter), which is coloured 
bright red. A photograph of the flash is reproduced below. 

T he B.A.O.R. Championship Scramble. The B.A.O.R. 
Motor cycle Scramble, held at Hamburg-Harburg on Satur
day, 2nd October, resulted in an all-Signals victory. Three 
members of 118 D.R. Troop competed. They were Lance- . 
Corporal Pullinger, Signalman Rose and Signalman Thomas. 

On Saturday morning the riders walked round the course 
and were allowed two practice laps. The competitors were 
split up into three heats. Signalman Thomas and Signalman 
Rose were in the first heat, while Lance-Corporal Pullinger 
was in the second heat. Signalmen Thomas and Rose quali
fied for the final but Lance-Corporal Pullinger, was leading 
the field in the first lap when his chain broke and he was 
forced to retire. The first, second and third riders in each 
heat qualified for the final, in which there were only seven 
competitors as only one man in the third heat completed 
the course. · 

In the final everyone got away to a good start except 
Signalman Rose, who had some troubl~ w~th the carburettor 
on his machine which was not functJorung properly. By 
the time he got' going the rest of the field, with S~gnalman 
Thomas in the lead, were half a lap ahead. . Signalman 
Thomas kept this lead throughout the race, t~ wm by about 
two minutes over a very strenuous course. Signalman Rose 
did remarkably well to catch up o much l?st ground. In 
the last lap, near the finishing line, he was 1ust beaten by a 
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" short wheel" by Lance-Corporal Dyson. He thought that 
he was in third place at the time, but in reality he was lying 
second so that the final result was: 1st, Signalman T homa 
(118 D.R. Troop, 11 Air Formation Signal Regiment); 2nd, 
Lance-Corporal Dyson (Royal Signals, H.Q., B.A.0 .R.); 
3rd, Signalman Rose (118 D.R. Troop, 11 Air Formation 
Signal Regiment). 

It is good to know that Royal Signals can still retain first 
place as D.R.s. 

Report on Operation "Plane Fare." A " reporter" from 
R.H.Q. went round to the R.A.F. stations from which the 
air lift is being operated, and below is a very brief account 
of the great work which is being done by men of the Regi
ment. Lack of space precludes the mentioning of the names 
of all concerned and as it seems invidious to mention some 
names and not others, as everyone bas worked so hard, the 
report has been kept impersonal. 

T his anonymity should not be construed as a slight to 
those who have worked very hard and are still working to 
ensure the success of Operation " Plane Fare,·" but rather as 
a means of allotting credit where it is due--to aU concerned, 
including of course those who are now demobilised. 

80 WING SIGNAL TROOP, WUNSTORF. Wunstorf 
was the first, among British airfields at any rate, to operate 
the air lift. The master radar station had just been settled in 
and work was proceeding on the perimeter cable. That was 
in the days when Wunstorf was a fighter station, but this had 
to be suspended in July when Dakotas of R.A.F. Transport 
Command arrived. Soon after the arrival of the aircraft a 
tented encampment (including a N.A.A.F.I. under canvas) 
sprang up to house the R.A.S.C. who are doing most of the 
loading. This, of course, bad to be wired. There is even 
a wireless; the quality of reception is somewhat strained but 
it is a wireless affixed to the main pole of the N .A.A.F.I. 
marquee! 

T o cope with all the extra work thrust upon the Troop, 
some reinforcements from No. 3 Squadron at Uetersen and 
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o. 1 Squadron at Biickeburg were sent. A large number 
of extra telephones were required and the number of e:i..'ten
sion ha gone up by 50 per cent. Fifteen extra phones were 
required by the civilian air lines people. The one switch.:. 
board on the airfield was being worked to capacity as a result. 

The Dakotas left and were replaced by four-engined York 
aircraft-it seems as if every York from England is now at 
Wunstorf. About 60 to 70 per cent. of the British contribu
tion to Operation "Plane Fare ·· comes from Wunstorf and 
there are planes landing and niking off every two or three 
minute . All this extra activity means that greater demands 
are made on the communications system. New cables bad 
to be laid all over the place-flying control, operations room 
and check point . The weather was shocking while all this 
was going on and men were out at all hours of the 16-hour 
working day (no union hours here). The billets were very 
overcrowded with seven or eight men sleeping in a room 
intended for two! Originally the Troop had been providing 
communications for A.A.T.O., and as a result were reinforced 
by a detachment of H.Q., B.A.O.R., Signal Regiment, but 
with the departure of A.A.T.O., these left. 

All requests for phones were met, and these became so 
numerous that a directory typed out, say, on Tuesday was 
out of date by the Thursday. It became necessary to replace 
the tation switchboard by a larger one, a job which was 
completed in record time. Requests went from the sublime 
to the ridiculous when it was suggested that the W.A.A.F. 
" Tele-ops" could be housed in more congenial, mosquito
less surroundings ! (This would have meant moving the 
exchange.) The regard of some members of the Regiment 
for the W.A.A.F.s is great but it was sorely tried at this point. 

Things are settling down now and some of the hurriedly 
supplied communications are now being made more perma
nent. Preparations are in hand for moving the master radar 
ration from the temporary site where it had been installed 

just before Operation " Plane Fare" started to a permanent 
site now nearly completed. Also the new flying control site 
will soon be wired and ready so that Operation " Plane Fare " 
can continue unchecked through the -winter. 

139 LINE TROOP, FASSBERG. Fassberg Airfield is 
one of the commiunents of 139 Line Troop, along with 

cheuen A.F.P. Dump, Celle Airfield and 106 R.A.F. Police 
Flight in Celle. In the old days (pre-Operation " Plane 
Fare" that is) linemen courses for trainees from Sundern 
used to be held, while Fassberg Airfield was only on a care 
and maintenance basis. 

<?n 18th July Dakotas of R.A.F. T ransport Command 
arrived, to be followed soon after by some planes from civilian 
air lines chartered by British European Airways for the air 
lift. Prior to their arrival aU cable outlets had been tested 
and so had the flying control hangar lines. All non
o~ra_tional telephones were removed and made ready for 
priority use. On 11th July cables were laid for the B.A.B.S. 
(Blind Approach Beacon System) and new internal wiring for 
the "Met." building (now to assume greater importance) was 
~mpleted. Telep~ones for the Rear Air Supply Organisa
tion people were mstalled. By 16th July the number of 
phone subscribers had increased to such an extent that it 
became necessary to enlarge the switchboard to a 200-line one 
m the place of the old one of 100-line capacity. 

On 19th August Skymasters of the Air Transport Com
mand of the U.S.A.A.F. arrived and started operating on 
the following day. This influx of extra planes meant a large 
amount of reorganisation at flying control and naturally a 
large number of new telephone extensions and tie-lines 
between supply and maintenance departments were called for 
and promptly installed. 

-The 21i;t August saw the departure of the R.A.F. Dakotas 
for Lubeck and a corresponding increase in the number of 
ky~ters as Fassberg began to look like a little piece of 

Ame~1ca ! A lot of work for the Signals was entailed by the 
handmg over to the U.S.A.A.F. and the consequent moving 

380 

of quarter , offices, etc., which meant considerable moving 
of telephones. Cables also had to be laid from the flying 
control hangar and the hangar on the north side of the air
field from which the Skymasters were operating. 

Things are now running smoothly and the huge Skymasters 
take off with almost monotonous regularity for Berlin, backed 
by good organisation on the ground (line communications by 
No. 11 Air Formation Signals), while Fassberg Airfield pro
vides a striking example of Anglo-U.S. co-operation on the 
vital job that is Operation "Plane Fare." 

67 WING SIGNAL TROOP, SCHLESWIGLAND. 
One's first impression of Blankensee Airfield, near Lubeck, 
and incidentally only 400 yards from the Russian Zone, is 
that it is exceptionally quiet. This is a false impression, for 
Blankensee is providing about 40 per cent. of the British 
contribution to the air lift but it does it in such a calm, 
unruffled, unobtrusive sort of way that a visitor, for the first 
few minutes at any rate, would be unaware of all the activity. 

This atmosphere of calm efficiency redounds to the credit 
of all on the station, and of course to the men of 67 Wing 
Signal Troop, from Schleswigland, who are responsible for 
the line communications. This must be the case, for a senior 
R.A.F. officer without good telephones has been compared 
in effect with a fierce animal deprived of its young ! 

Originally there were two men at Blankensee in the " old 
days." There is no Troop stationed at Blankensee, but it is 
one of the commitments of 67 Wing Signal Troop, which 
also includes Schleswigland Airfield, R.A.F. Air-Sea Rescue 
Station, Priwall, the R.A.F. German M.T. Repair Unit at 
Kropp (where all German vehicles used by B.A.F.O. are 
repaired), the H.Q. of R.A.F. Works SerVices, 5352 Wing 
H.Q., St. Hubertus, R.A.F. Police, Lubeck town, and 5054 
F.D.P. Radar Site at Wulsdorf. Blankensee started opera
tions later than either Wunstorf or Fassberg, and the first 
intimation that the airfield was to be used for Operation 
" Plane Fare" was received on 22nd August. The Dakotas 
displaced from Wunstorf and Fassberg were coming. Some 
more men were posted in and the Signals staff was increased 
to eight men and Lieutenant Muir came down from 
Schleswigland. 

Immediately a check point was built on the airfield, and 
before the building was completed the R.A.F. and RA.S.C. 
of Rear Air Supply Organisation found phones installed and 
ready for use. This changing of the station from a fighter 
airfield to a transport aircraft base operating throughout the 
24-hour day meant, of course, the installation of more land
ing control devices. This was made more difficult at 
Blankensee in the absence of a perimeter cable. Therefore 
nearly a mile of u/g cable for the beam approach beacons 
at the far side of the airfield had to be laid. This was done 
in record time over a week-end with the aid of a tractor and 
cable plough borrowed from the R.A.F. Electrical Section. 
Also a 60ft. detour had to be- made so as to approach the 
B.A.B.S. from the rear, owing to the dislike of efficient radar 
beams for metal objects near them. 

A large number of phones were installed for flying control 
and the operations room. Then to complicate matters (as 
if they needed it), flying control decided to move its offices 
to the top of the building, which entailed some frantic re
wiring. Then operations room moved-more re-wiring
and then half the check point staff decamped to a nearby 
hangar. No additional teleprinters were necessary but exist
ing Met. T /P,s needed servicing; these assumed far greater 
importance with the 24-hour a day flying going on. 

Apart from one lamentable morning, 17th September in 
fact, when half the switchboard temporarily broke down, 
causing much panic, things are now settling down and a 
start is being made on making some of the wiring more 
permanent. The most significant thing about Blankansee is 
that it did not start operating at full pressure at once, but 
gradually worked up to its present pitch from small begin-
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Klagenfurt Signal Squadron 
(ex 3 SQUADRON, 8th ARMY SIGNAL REGIMENT) A UST RIA 

The change has come, as we knew it must do. Even to 
many, of us, who never saw active service with the 8th Army, 
it was a name and a tradition of which we were proud. It 
seems the last link that we in Austria had with the vic
torious Army that marched into Austria at the conclusion 
of the Italian campaign. Eighth Army Signals no longer 
exists and the two remaining Squadrons have assumed their 
location names, Klagenfurt and Vienna. 

On this occasion we include two photographs, the old 
.and the new. The Squadron as it is now, and the three 
members who served with the Squadron in the Desert and 
in Italy, S.Q.M.S. Gerrard, Lance-Corporal McDermott and 
Brownie, the dog. Brownie's history is that of the 8th 
Anny, which he joined at Zarzis, in Tripolitania, when a 
bitch belonging to Corporal Edward, of P Line Section, 
one day produced this funny little ball of brown fluff 
amongst other even funnier looking pups. He was officially 
taken on 1 Company strength at Cabes when he was eight 
weeks old. 

He travelled up to Sfax and back on the return journey 
then accompanied the Regiment to Sicily, being made an 
honorary member of the P.I.s' Mess on the landing craft . . 
From Sicily to Italy was Brownie's next move, when at a 
place just below Pizzo a DUKW Unit carried him off, leaving 
R.Q.M.S. heart-broken at his ·disappearance. Nevertheless, 
some months later. the R.Q.M.S., now working at Rear 
H.Q., called in at 1 Company H.Q. at Campobasso to find 
he had turned up again. At Cassino, Brownie met his life's 
love, a bitch belonging to Lance-Corporal Parr, for whom 
he fathered three litters of little Brownie's before she was 
shot at Cesana, when he was inconsolable for weeks. 

It was at Cesano that he pinned down a burglarious and 
slightly drunk Armenian soldier on the steps of the " Q " 
Stores at lea t half an hour until the C.M.P.s arrived, by 
which time the Armenian was actually in tears, crying "Keep 
him off me." At Udine, R.Q.M.S. went on release and 
Brownie chased the truck for three miles before giving up 
to go back to the Unit. The old dog now presides at the 
West Schule, our barracks in Klagenfurt, where he cracks 
a big whip over all the other dogs and exercises undisputed 
Squire's rights in the Barrack area. 

As for the rest of us, led by Major " Timber" Woods, who 
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was with 46 Division and 138 Brigade until he joined us in 
March this year, when Major H. J. Rae went on release, 
there is Captain Rowlands, doing Second-in-Command; 
Captain Newell, on administration, and two old members, 
Captain (T.0.M.) George Coles and Captain "Len" Harries, 
Our Sergeant-Major is S.S.M. " Slim" Williams, a fairly old 
member of 8 Army Signals; S.Q.M.S. Gerrard, whom we 
have already mentioned, and S.Q.M.S. Thomas, from 78 
Division. We will mention a few more personalities the 
ne:i..'t time we write . 

As for what we are doing, well, apart from our job, which 
is providing communication in the British Zone, in our 
spare time we swim, ride, play cricket, hockey, basket ball, 
etc., and when we really decide that we should win a team 
competition in Austria we muck in with Vienna Signal 
Squadron and can produce a formidable team at any game 
or sport. 
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nings. There are even station sports on Wednesday after
noon and offices close down over the week-end ! 

41 ~ING IGNAL TROOP, GATOW. Gatow, being 
at the receiving end of a large part of the food, coal, and 
now even diesel oil being flown in for the population, both 
military and civil of the British United States and French 
sectors of Berlin, is consequently very busy. There are air
craft landing, unloading •heir cargoes and immediately 
taking off again continuously throughout the day and night. 
T his sudden increase in the number of aircraft using the 
airport, from Transport Command, R.A.F., the Air Trans
port Command of the U.S.A.A.F., not to mention planes 
from numerous civilian air lines, bas of course greatly 
increa ed the work of 41 Wing Signal Troop. 

Operation " Plane Fare," especially in the initial stages, 
meant a thousand per cent. increase in duties for ·all, over 
and about the normal work, which is by no means inconsider
able. The Troop is responsible for S.D.S. and the main
tenance of all teleprinters, which includes T / P.s in the Air 
Safety Centre in the Allied Control Authority Building in 
Berlin, those in the H.Q. of the C.C.G. in Lancester House, 
the H.Q. of British Troops Berlin, and also the ordering 
and recording of all local lines on Gatow Airfield. 

An operation the size of "Plane Fare " necessitates con-
iderable organisation on the ground, especially at Gatow, 

and telephones have been put in for the R.A.S.C. of F.A.S.0., 
for the C.C.G. Food and Agricultural Branch, and also at 
the" Newcastle Coal Strip." Altogether 100 new extensions 
and 60 removals of phones have been effected, including those 
for the U.S.A.A.F. and several civil air lines. Also direct 
lines and private wires to Tempelbof and the Air Safety 
Centre have been laid. 

The greatly increased number of aircraft now using the 
airfield has resulted in the installation of more landing control 
devices, a job in which the Troop bas played an important 
part. New cables have been laid for the Ground Control 
Approach System, for which two new sites have been made. 
New circuits have also been put in for ground-air radio. 
Cables for the East and West B.A.B.S. involved the laying 
down of 500 yards of u/ g cable. 

From this it will be seen that great demands have been 
and will continue to be made on the line communications 
set-up at Gatow. The past and present are being taken care 
of and the Troop is ready to take on any job in the future. 
They are determined to do their bit towards making 
Operation "Plane Fare" the complete success that it deserves 
to be. 

BAMB UR G DISTR ICT S I GNAL S'tUADR ON 

September 
Once again this month we must start our contribution to 

THE WIRE with a birth. This time it has turned out to be 
S.Q.M.S. and Mrs. Cannon. Congratulations " Crash" on 
the birth of a daughter, whom we believe is' to be n~med 
Anne Christine. 

We are afraid there are too many arrivals to welcome 
everyone by name, so we will just give an extra special wel
come to Captain Sumner, who bas now taken over as Second
i~-Command ai;td P.R.I. from Captain Bell. We only hope, 
sir, that you will be as happy in this Squadron as Captain 
Bell has been. Secondly to S.Q.M.S. Finch, who has taken 
the place of" Crash" Cannon, and we hope "Q" that you 
~ll be as happy with us as "Crash" has' beed. Also to 
Signalman Murphy, who has rejoined the Service to complete 
22 years with the Colours, and to the rest of the new intakes 
which we ha".e received over the last month we can only say 
t~t we all give you a great welcome to Hamburg District 
Signals and we hope that you will all settle down and be 
happy there. 
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Our 2nd Echelon Signal Troop were very sorry to see the 
departure of their 0.C., Second-Lieutenant D. N. Lindon, 
who has left us on Class " B " Release, to carry on with his 
studies at St. John's College, Cambridge, and everyone here 
wishes him the best of luck in his future. All members of the 
Squadron were very sorry to lose S.Q.M.S. Cannon, who left 
us for No. 1 Signal Equipment Troop, but we all wish him 
the very best of luck in bis new Unit and hope that he will 
call at Uxbridge Barracks occasionally to see his old friends. 

We congratulate Signalmen Williams and Sivell, and Driver 
Weir, who were married during the month, and we all hope 
that they will settle down and enjoy the happiness of married 
life. 

Sport. The main game of the Squadron at the moment 
is soccer. The season opened badly for us with the loss of 
two consecutive league matches to the R.M.P.s and No. 38 
S.R.D. respectively. Since then we have formed a football 
committee; the result of this bas been immediate improve
ment. We have played 10 games since, and we are very proud 
to say that we have not lost any of them, three of these 
being league matches. We have also bought some new 
Signals jerseys and socks, with a nice large embroidered 
"Jimmy" on the front, and believe this and the very regular 
attendance of our C.0., Major L. H. Caldicott, at the matches 
is making the team go all out to win. Keep it up, lads, you 
will be at the.top of the league soon. We are at present fourth 
from the top, only four points behind the leaders. 

Now to hockey. We have three very prominent members 
of the Squadron who are at the moment playing with H.Q., 
Hamburg District, hockey team; they are Captain Sumner, 
S.S.M. Marks and Sergeant Jeffereys. 

I'm afraid with that we must once again come to the end. 
for this month, so we will say " Au revoir " until the next 
issue of THE WIRE. -

Life 
in B.A.O.R. 
General Amenities 

No. 1 Wireless Regiment occupies a former German 
naval barracks situated on the banks of the Elbe, 45 miles 
from Hamburg, and has to rely mainly on its own resources 
for entertainments and pastimes during off-duty periods. 
Hamburg can be reached fairly easily by road, but recrea
tional trips are mainly confined to Wednesday afternoons 
and Saturdays. 

Amenities for troops in Hamburg are of course many, 
yet surprisingly few take advantage of the recreational 
transport provided. 

Reasons for this would be fairly difficult to define as 
they vary between individuals. The general reasons which 
appear to be common to all are the length of the journey, 
the uncomfortable form of travel, the expense and, to those 
who once having settled down, the pointlessness of travel
ling 45 miles to enjoy pastimes mostly available within the 
Barracks limits. 

The Barracks, which are typical of those throughout the 
British Zone, are modern and extremely well laid out. 
Accommodation is good and amenities include a large 
swimming pool, a gymnasium, hockey and football pitches. 
a newly-laid hard tennis court and cricket pitch. Generally 
speaking, interest in sports is high. Inter-Troop games arc 
very frequent, particularly hockey, football and cricket 
matches. Just recently an indoor basket ball court has been 
constructed which should beceme popular on rainy days 
when outdoor exercise is limited, For any soldier interested 
in sport ideal facilities exist for training, and it is indicative 
of a general trend towards a policy of keeping fit to observe 
at almost any period during the day at least one form of 
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athletics, be it weight-lifting or running, being practised. 
Others, as yet minor activities, are boxing, which it is 
hoped will soon be on an organised basis, badminton, and 
motor-cyling. Horses are available for recreational riding and 
lessons may be had for ls. an hour. 

Indoor recreation is centred mainly in the N.A.A.F.I., 
the Salvation Army Club or the Unit Reading Room. 
Evenings of organised games, besides the normal facilities, 
are generally well enjoyed. During winter, smoking concerts 
often disclose a surprising amount of local talent, though of 
course, as always, shyness has previously to be overcome 
by the M.C. The Unit cinema presents shows four times 
a week, and tombola is played at frequent intervals. 

The local town, though small, offers many varied 
facilities for recreation, among the most popular being 

·skittles and sailing. 
Weekly dances are held in the town during the summer 

months and twice weekly during the winter. 
Education plays its part in the life of the Unit. A weekly 

education programme is in operation, tuition in mathematics 
and geography being the main subjects. In the latter, local 
geography is well illustrated by trips round the areas under 
discussion. For those interested in handicrafts, tools and 
materials are made available. Musical fans are catered for 
by both a Classical and a Swing Music Club. 

Similarly, amateur radio enthusiasts are provided with 
the necessary equipment and this bas proved a very popular 
pastime. The married families on the whole find the life 
here pleasant, with one general exception. That is that the 
cost of living is high. Rations and transport are the main 
causes for this. The latter is particularly important, for 
families 45 miles from the nearest large shopping store 
incur a travelling expenditure of 15s. before the wife can 
start to buy her household necessaries. 

Quarters and children's educational facilities are of a 
very high standard. Reports from those using the leave 
centres sing their praises; they make an excellent break for 
the family, and are fully appreciated. 

The main cookhouse and men's messroom, which is 
more like a restaurant, are first-class and invariably impress 
inspecting officers. Rations are supplemented by vegetables 
and fruit, grown inside the Barrack area, and the products 
of the Unit piggery and poultry farm. The standard of 
messing is very good. 

* * * A Signalman 
I have now spent nearly 2t years in B.A.O.R.; the last 

two years in the same Unit. During this time, the life and 
social amenities have greatly improved. I shall endeavour to 
-give the reader an idea of life as it is at the moment in 
B.A.0.R. from the point of view of the Signalman. 

The Barracks we live in are of a modem design, formerly . 
used by the German Artillery. The Camp is surrounded by 
the local " Stadtwald" or park, in which is situated a 
modern up to date swimming pool which is open to Service 
men and their families. 

The Barracks consist of separate blocks which can accom
modate a maximum of 400 men. The figure at present is 
less than that, and in consequence there is no overcrowd
ing, although at times when there is a large influx of rein
forcements the rooms tend to become rather full. 

Most of the barrack rooms in this block are designed to 
accommodate seven men by British Army standards, but 
in the near future it is hoped that all the barrack rooms 
will be converted into " Monty Rooms" with bedside 
lockers, reading lamps, curtains, and the rooms decorated 
in pleasing colour schemes. These rooms will accommodate 
five Jilen. Some rooms have already been converted and 
work is in progress on a number of other rooms. 

Cost of living to the ordinary signalman in B.A.O.R. is 
much less than his . counterpart in the U.K. For instance, 
the N.A.A.F.I. ration, consisting of cigarettes, chocolate or 
sweets, and soap, amounts to about 6s. per week. This leaves 
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about 19s. from the average weekly income with which to 
get any extras from the N.A.A.F.I. and pay for beer, cinema, 
canteen suppers and morning breaks. At the end of the 
week it does not leave much over. 

The facilities avail.able for sports are quite numerous. 
During the football season, ~nter-Tr~p ~ames ar~ very 
highly organised and great interest 1s displa ed ~n. the 
"Leagues." During the early summer months, 1mltv1dual 
and Inter-Troop athletics are held at Wuppertal and Dussel
dorf Stadiums. These modem stadiums, which are used for 
the B.A.0.R. Inter-Unit and Individual Championships, 
have the most up to date facilities for all track and field 
events. I should like to point out here that sport i~ probably 
more highly organised in B.A.0.R. than in any Command 
in the U.K. 

In the cricket season, even though organised Troop 
cricket matches are not being played, men usually get 
together and have practice at the nets in the evening or on 
Wednesday afternoons. 

Basketball and hockey is played under Troop arrange
ments, and there are good tennis courts opposite the entrance 
to the Barracks, which everybody can use. 

Much is done to try and interest the soldier in the BB!
racks so that on a rainy day he does not have to go out m 
order to have an evening's entertainment. An excellent aero 
modelling class is functioning as well as carpentry classes 
and language lessons. 

Last year the Unit Club was in. th~ nearby _to~n, but 
now it has been moved to the Urut lines, so 1t 1S more 
generally used than before. . . 

The club is housed in a long wooden bwlding and has 
a quite homely feeling about it, especially the " English 
type bar." Two billiard tables are ~ constant use, as ~e 
the three table tennis tables. The billard tables are qwte 
new and are equipped with all accessories. Darts, draughts 
and other such games can be played there. The C.V.W.W. 
have a canteen in the club which sells a good assortment of 
cakes, biscuits, sandwiches and, of course, the usual cup 
of "char." 

There have been many Inter-Unit darts matches, which 
have created much interest, as have the table tennis tourna
ments which take place occasionally. 

If however, the soldier does not want to stay in barracks, 
ther~ is transport at scheduled times to take him to . nearby 
Dusseldorf. Whether bis taste may be opera, van ety or 
symphony concerts, he is sure to find one place that will 
satisfy his taste. Opera house, theatre, cinemas an_d canteens 
all help to make the evening as pleasant as possible. 

The life in B.A.0.R. is not all play and no work. The 
occupational role requires much bard work, a wide deploy
ment of the Unit and some long hours of duty at times. 
But there is still time for play, and everything is done to 
ensure that all the requirements of the soldier in his spare 
time are on band and that his Army life will be as happy 
as possible. 
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A MODERN 

Arabian Knight 

By Lieutenant-Colonel ALEX ~fONTIETU, ~l.D.E. 

AFTER a war one hears a lot about frustration and a desire 
by many people to choose a new mode of life; in the 

present age we call it rehabilitation, but what it really means, 
in simple language, is that a great many of us get unsettled 
whilst the war is on and can't face going back to our old 
humdrum jobs. 

In a lot of cases it works out well, and I should like to 
tell you in particular about a friend of mine called Peter 
Lumsden, who was a young Gunner officer in the first Great 
War, not because I think he is by any means a genius or an 
outstanding chap; but just because he had the commonsense 
to sit down and think things out before he made up his mind 
to give up his job as a bank clerk and face the world on 
his own. 

Peter ended up his .fighting job in Baghdad in 1919 after 
some pretty rough stuff in Mesopotamia, and he made his 
mind up that the world was a good place for a young man 
with a few brains and quite a lot of initiative. He did not 
stop at the immediate field, but began to consider what he 
was best fitted to do and where best he could do it. He 
decided that motor transport was the best bet of all, so asked 
himself where all the other people interested in the transport 
industry would not think of going as well. He decided that 
the Old Lands, where he had spent so much time in the war, 
were the most likely. He packed his belongings, got on a 
ship and arrived back in Baghdad to start a bus service 
running up to Teheran, the capital of Persia. 

Up till then, overland transport in those parts had been 
strictly the monopoly of the camel, but his new motor seryice 
proved popular, and it prospered. It prospered so well that 
in 1923 he was joined by another adventurous young man 
called Norman Nairn, and between them they began the 
Nairn Transport Company, which was to run a service from 
Baghdad to Damascus and t.J:ience across the desert to Beirut, 
on the coast of French Syria. 

To understand what an undertaking of this nature means, 
one must know just what the conditions and the country were 
like at that time. Beirut, situated near the top end of the 
sweep of the coastline which forms the Levant, is a busy 
modern Mediterranean port, and the base through which the 
French were busy developing Syria, Lebanon and the interior 
country. It is a town of European construction, even though 
the inhabitants still claim that it was the scene of the battle 
between the mighty St. George and the Dragon, and have 
~ed the main hotel after him. It is pleasantly laid out and 
lies at the foot of a range of high mountains into which the 
European residents may escape in their leisure hours to the 
cool temperatures of the hill residences during the hot sum
mer months. Beirut, even then, was an important French 
military centre, and extensive barrack and other military and 
naval construction was being rapidly advanced. It was also 
the seaboard terminal of the road linking another great 
French Army stronghold at Damascus with its lifeline to 
France, anµ this metalled highway ran over a hilly route over 
the Lebanon mountains, where the snow in high June was 
common near the summit. 

From Damascus the way to Baghdad lay across some five 

hundred miles of trackless desert with no roads, pred9us 
little water and practically no landmarks, and where--till well 
into the 1930s, when French Syrian troops in armoured cars 
and Iraqi camel police began regular patrols-hold-ups by 
roving Arab bands, in the good old robber-bandit style, were 
commonplace. 

About halfway across this desert there is a fort called 
Rutbah Wells. Here was quartered a detachment of Camel 
Corps, as well as some armoured cars and a radio station. 
There was also the luxury of electric light and refrigeration, 
a godsend in this wickedly hot part of the world. It had 
sleeping accommodation for about thirty travellers and was 
a haven quickly sought when blinding sandstorms and 
scorching heat of the Kahrnseen winds made travel impos
sible. Here also, at Rutbah, was the only source of drinking 
water between Damascus and Baghdad. 

It was a tough proposition. 
This direct route was not the original track explored by 

these adventuresome young pioneers. They first learned of 
a crossing over this vast sand sea from an Arab sheik who 
claimed to know a camel track much further to the south 
which was capable of offering .E?assage to automobiles, but it 
was deep into the Arabian desert and the waste lands south 
of the Transjordan. However, it was a possible crossing, so 
our young pioneers got two large Packard cars and converted 
them for the great adventure. 

You may wonder why there was so much fuss about find
ing a way across a very hot, cruel and dangerous piece of 
country. It was simply because, up till this time, if you 
wanted to go from Baghdad to Beirut or the Mediterranean 
coast the only way was down the Persian Gulf, into the 
Indian Ocean, round the Gulf of Aden, up the Red Sea 
and through the Suez Canal, which took a month. Alterna
tively, you could take a camel train and go across the top of 
the desert lands to Beirut, but that might take two months 
- and possibly your life. This time factor was important, 
for every year thousands of Mohammedan pilgrims from the 
widespread areas of the Arab states lying in the Tigris and 
Euphrates districts and beyond, make the annual pilgrimage 
to Mecca, which lies inland from the port of Jeddah, on the 
Red Sea. For a Mohammedan a visit to Mecca is the most 
important thing in his life because to go to the Holy City 
and the birthplace of Mohammet at the time of Hadje, or 
religious festival, ensures his pass to Eternal Life. It also 
adds a lot of prestige to his status in early life for after such 
a visit he becomes known as a Hadje and wears a white 
turban to mark him as a man of distinction. Naturally a 
visit to Mecca is the highest ambition of every good follower 
of Mohammed, and for it he saves for most of his life to 
pay the cost of the journey, which is about a hundred pounds. 

To find, then, an overland route which would both lower 
this cost and shorten the journey was a matter of vital im
portance. No expense was spared in equipment and 
preparation, and finally the little cavalcade in its two cars 
set out into the blue. The guide kept bearing deeper and 
deeper into the south, right away from all the accepted trails, 
until both water and fuel, as well as food, was running dan-
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gerously low. At last, after six and a half days' driving 
across a trackless wilderness of sand and scrub, the party 
came out on to the shore of the Persian Gulf. They were 
away south of their intended destination, and this meant a 
long, weary trek back through the dusty, dried mud roads 
in the Iraqian heat to Baghdad. 

The discovery of this track was at least better than nothing, 
and it meant that at a pinch it could be used, but it was not 
good enough for these two determined young men. The two 
partners made up their minds they were going to find the 
right answer, sheik or no sheik, camel track or no camel track, 
and remustered their forces in Baghdad, carried out a careful 
check set the compass due west, and pushed off into the 
unkn~wn. They made Damascus and found the direct route. 

Soon the regular service was in being; at first the run was 
made in ordinary large cars specially adapted for the difficult 
conditions and the enormous mileages which had to be 
covered without refuelling or service en route. The line 
began to be used by Royal Air Force men going_ horn~ to 
England on leave who did not want to lose prec10u_s nn;e 
going around the long s~ route. I_t was soo_n p~trorused m 
force by officials of the 011 compames operanng m Iraq and 
Persia, and before long it became the accepted method of 
travel for both British and Iraq Government employees, to 
say nothing of the casual traveller. Before long the business 
was bursting its seams. 

Enterprise and foresight again solved_ the proble~. _Huge 
trailer buses specially designed for the 1ob, were bwlt m the 
United Stat~s. These were, and probably still are, the largest 
in the world, as big as railway Pullman cars. and fitted ~mt 
much in the same way. They had two washrooms, a smoking 
room and carried 40 passengers. They were powered by 
giant' diesel engines and made the run, \.v_ith a stop at Rutha? 
Wells, in ·29 hours flat for a matter of JUSt under £30; this 

Other 

Ove·rseas 

Stations 

ht INFANTRY DIVISIO:'.\'AL SIGN"Af, UEGDIE:\'T 

Tripoli 

The greater part of the Regiment is now se~ed in and 
around Tripoli, but we are now well extended with detach
ments as far away as Cyrenaica, Egyp and Greece. We 
have just completed reorganisation on a new establishment 
introduced on leaving Palestine, and, having sorted out the 
somewhat chaotic stores position resulting from the move, 
are getting down to technical training and, in our off-duty 
moments, to sport.. and sightseeing. . . 

A few familiar faces have disappeared durmg the past sue 
months. Major 0. J. Peck left us on python after about 
five years with the Regiment, and we understand is now 
nicely settled in at the War Office. Lieutenant (Q.M.) 
S. H. Henwood left after an even longer spell with the 
Regiment and is now happily married and a civilian. W~d
ding bells have rung for Captain G. Peat, too. He roamed 
soon after reaching U.K. on python, encouraged, perhaps, 
by the example of Captain W. N . Colem_an, whose w~ding 
in Tripoli was the occasion for a magruficent party m the 
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was a far cry from the seven days of the southern crossing 
and the £100 and four weeks of the sea voyage. 

Soon came a contract with the Iraq Government to carry 
the pilgrims on the overland route and thence down by sea 
to Jeddah, and later all the way back again to Baghdad. 
When the war came some 9,000 of these pilgrim travellers 
were being ferried across the desert to their Holy City for 
the annual Hadjes, and it was thus how we found things 
when, for the second time, a British Army went back to 
fight in the lands where civilisation was first cradled. I shall 
never forget seeing one of those great buses for the first time 
in Damascus, standing near a cluster of palms, its massive 
side slashed by the yellow glass windows, highlighting to 
the extreme the invasion of our modern mechanical world 
into the ancient and timeless. A lot later, after the trouble 
in those parts had passed and the buses started their journey
ings again, I remember, whilst flying over that desert one 
day, looking down at the little caterpillar crawling along 
under its cloud of dust far below me and thinking to myself 
that if only Mohammet could have known that, in the years 
to come, his followers would be journeying to worship at his 
shrine in machines brought from thousands of miles away 
across an unknown sea, made in a country they never even 
knew existed, he would have been a very surprised man. 
And, as I flew on, high above the ruins of the oldest, perhaps. 
of all civilisations and human habitations the world ever 
knew, across what had been Babylon and eventually back to 
Baghdad, I found it hard to tear my thoughts away from ~ 
fact that, to those ancients, their camel caravans and their 
primitive wooden boats represented the ultimate in travel 
Who knows but what, in the days yet to come, our own 
methods and our present aircraft will seem primitive and 
crude, too, to those who are to follow us? 

Officers' Mess. Our heartiest congratulations to these 
newly-weds. 

The departure of R.Q.MS. "Froggy" French on python 
left a hole in our organisation, which has been adequately 
filled by R.Q.M.S. H. Brooklyn, who left his duties as 
S.S.M. l Squadron to take the job over. Still we were 
very sorry to see "Froggy" depart. 

The chaps seem to like soldiering with us, judging by 
the way they roll up to join the T.A. during their rele:ise 
leave. Captain Bennett is now with the Signal Reportmg 
Regiment (Kensingtons), T.A., and we hear that Si~alman 
Churchill, the demon driver of Camp 456, was his first 
prospective recruit! 

Despite D.O.V. and a host of woes, we came out of 
Palestine in remarkably good order. We wish, however, that 
J Troop would stop ramming their "Last out" tales down 
our throats and that the A/B Troop boys could mention 
the evacuation without a stream of hard words about a 
certain type of wireless set! 

Since reaching Tripoli we have done a bit of overhauling 
and spring-cleaning and have surprised ourselves (and 
brought a new light into R.S.M. Gay's eyes) by proving 
ourselves quite reasonable parade-ground soldiers. 

Amateur radio is going strong. Captain McAnsh 
(MD2BU), Captain Hawkins (MD2DH) and Captain Car
penter, of Tripolitania Signal Squadron (MD2B) are all 
operating from the same building while Captain Smith, 
Captain Coleman and S.Q.M.S. (F. of S.) Pattison are all 
busy building. We are always looking for contacts with 
other Signals " hams." 

Cricket. The first XI has continued in the Division A 
League with varying fortune. For a brief period it held 
second place, and bad high hopes of breaking the unbeaten 
record of the league leaders-Camp 1 Division. 



The hopes were, however, not justified, and having skit
tled the champion out for the modest score of 68, our 
batsmen fell victims to an attack of nerves, and excellent 
bowling, which in effect were equally disastrous. 

Result: Camp l Division, 68; l Infantry Divisional Signal 
Regiment, 14. 

Other league games provided much closer competition, 
and with one game left to play, we now occupy an honour
able position in the " body " of the leagut- table, having 
played 12 games, won 7 lost 5. 

Due to the withdrawal of an R.A.S.C. eleven from the 
Division B League, we have been able to include a second 
eleven in the clo ing rages of that competition, and so far 
have played 3, woo 1, lost 2. 

The Inter-Troop League is well under way. The winners 
of the Troop knock-out " 0 " Troop, are getting knocked 
about in some hotly contested games, and have yet to 
register a win. 

Enthusiasm is high, and already there is talk of " next 
season "- a good omen. 

Soccer. I t's still too hot for serious football one might 
think, but ergeant Berry and a band of enthusiasts are 
already hard at it, getting in form for the official opening 
of the season. 

Athletics. \Ve are entered for the athletics meeting at 
Tripoli early in October and track training of the combined 
1 Infantry D ivisional Signal Regiment and Tripolitania 
Signal Squadron has begun under Captain Potter and 
Second-Lieutenant Whitehead. T he tug-of-war team is 
being taken seriously in hand by R.S .M. Gay. 

POSTS Al\"'D TELECOMS DEPT., D.M.A. 

Eritrea 
September 

TELECOMS SECTION. Many changes have taken 
place since our last contribution. From a total of 32 B.0.R.s 
we are now reduced to 23. Our commitments remain the 
same as before but the work still gets done and we manag~ 
somehow. 

The recent D.0.V. has proved rather a blow to several of 
the lads who were " dreaming of a White Christmas," but 
like good troopers they have taken it philosophically and are 
consoling themselves with the knowledge that their retention 
is necessary and that Asmara is not by any means the worst 
place in which to be D.O.V'd. 

This pleasant little city of Asmara, perched on the summit 
of a mountain approximately 8,000 feet above sea level, with 
i~ clean and spacious streets, modern shopping centres, tree
lined boulevards, flower gardens and its almost continuous 
bright sunshine, is a sight that must be seen to be believed. 

We are enclosing three photographs of different parts of 
Asmara, which give some idea of the grace, dignity and 
beauty of this " Shangri La " of N .E. Africa. 

There are, of course, drawbacks to every place, and the 
main ones so far as Asmara are concerned are (1) lack of 
oxygen due to the altitude, and (2) due to the failure this 
year of the rains to fall in the catchment areas which serve 
Asmara with water, there is a very serious shortage of that 
(in this part of the world at any rate) precious commodity. 
We think it is rather a pity that this item could not be 
included in the list of exports from the U.K. to this corner 
of the globe, during and after the present export drive, with 
mutual benefit to both, providing of course that some means 
could be devised of arranging the transfer before delivery in 
the U.K. (Board of Trade please note.) 

Sport has been more or less at a standstill these past few 
weeks and there is nothing outstanding to report. We have, 
however, constructed a miniature rifle range in our Unit lines 
complete with flood-lighting and falling targets. It should 
prove a never-ending source of entertainment to all con-
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Viale Ro ma, Asmara, Eritrea 

Corso Italia , Asmara, Eritrea . Looking east towards cathedral 

Corso Italia , Asmara, Eritrea. Looking east away from cathedral 

cerned and, we hope, improve the standard of marksmanship 
in the Section. Great schemes are afoot for an Inter-Unit 
Shooting Competition with a cup, which the District Com
mander has promised to provide, for the winners. But more 
of this anon. 

So until next time, "Happy landings everybody " and 
" Arrivederci." 

How-PAIR-CHAMP 
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19 AIR FOllMATION SIGNAL llEGIMENT 

SlnJ(apore 
September 

Departures. Yet another departure took place during the 
month in the somewhat belated return to the U .K. of Second
Lieutenant "Mike" Petheram. He at last realised, after trying 
to get home since early this year, that it is best to remain 
upright at all times on a motor cycle and not " frat" with 
monsoon ditches, etc. We wish him all the best and a suc
cessful ending to his R.C.B. in the U.K. 

Within a few days of writing these notes R.S.M. Milne 
· will be on the high seas and we shall have to say when people 

ask where he is, he's " Gone with the Windrush." (For all 
you non-seafaring types who have no yacht club, that means 
he's coming home in the Empire W indrush.) 

He will be missed, and good luck for the future to him as 
well as R.Q.M.S. Burgess and S.S.M. Bradbury, who will be 
accompanying him. Elim Camp will not be quite the same 
but there's no doubt that Mr. Milne's successor, S.S.M. 
Charlton, will " carry on," and we hope for some time, 
because he bas proved already a valuable addition to our 
cricket and hockey teams. 

Our move bas already been reported last month. However, 
we are still here on our beauty spot, but not for much longer, 
and our roast turkey and plum pudding will this time be 
" put away " in our new home at Changi. . . 

In sport the outstanding event was, of course, WlilillDg the 
R.A.F. Changi Cup. Only, however, after extra tim~score 
3-2 but we won, and it's still a debatable point as to 
whetber anyone at all remained at Elim Camp that evening. 
For once the whole Regiment seemed to be massed in one 
spot watching the game. 

Not quite so successful but no less creditable in a way was 
our team's performances in the Singapore District Swimming 
Championships. Although not winning any event, we 
managed a number of seconds against very strong op~si?o~. 

Basketball has really " caught on " and a compennon is m 
full swing. Quite a considerable crowd watch it m~st even
ings on the lawn in front of the Officers' Mess, and It would 
be hard to find a more romantic and beautiful setting than 
this one, between 5 and 6 o'clock any Singapore evening. 
Some seem to think it's better a little later with a mooo
but not for basketball.· 

T he Yacht Club was reorganised at a recent meeting and 
a number of new members enrolled. All the boats have been 
scraped and repainted in a bout of feverish enthusiasm which 
augurs well for the fu ture both here and at Changi when 
we move. 

WEST AFRICA COMMAND SIGNAL REGilUENT 
. ~~er 

GOLD COAST SIGNAL SQUADRON, Accra. We 
are now able to welcome our most recent arrivals to 
the fold but regret our inability to publish detail owing to 
lack of ~pace. However, we hope their stay will be a ~appy 
one and point out that every facility is offered to candidates 
desirous of signing on for a second tour. 
. Major Bill Main and family recently left us for the home 
country, also Captain Dawe and Captain Perry (C.S.O.'s 
Branch). We wish them the qest of luck for the future. 

The African R.S.M. (R.S.M. Sey) recently left us for W.A. 
·School of Infantry and Education · in preparation for his 
anticipated visit to 0 .C.T.U., U .K. We wish him every 
success. 

Evening classes for the " Forces Prelim." are now in full 
swing and many members of the Unit may be seen walking 

·around with the preoccupied air of the learned professor. 
.They are soon to have the opportunity of justifying that 
description on the occasion of the examination, scheduled for 
24th November. It is of interest to note that quite an appre-

THE WIRE, NOVEMBER 1948 

ciable percentage of candidates are African ranks. 
Our Hobbies Centre has now been successfully instituted 

as a diversion from routine. Anyone can now spend their 
leisure hours in putting their flair for handicrafts to good 
advantage. 

The weather is beginning to warm up once more and otf
duty hours can be spent in getting pleasantly " browned off " 
(from the physical aspect) on the beaches of Labadi and 
Christiansborg. 

A recent Sunday trip to Korforidua, as arranged by the 
C.S.0., took the form of a combined sports event and general 
day's outing of a highly successful nature. Our members 
received a great welcome from the members of the European 
Club and a gentle defeat on the cricket field from the same 
source. 

The advent of new blood from U.K. has had a most im
proving effect on sports generally, and we are now contenders 
for all sports championships. Captain R. 0. Edwards, 
ex-No. 3 Trairung Regiment, of hockey and football fame, 
already has the situation well in hand. 

A " First Impression" of West Africa, as offered by a 
recent arrival, may interest our readers : -

" British West Africa, to a newcomer, is a land of mystery, 
'Ju-Ju' and various cults. Having undergone disembarka
tion formalities at T akoradi, my ultimate destination was 
Accra. The journey from Takoradi to Accra, which is 
approximately 180 miles by road, proved both interesting 
and, in a sense, profitable. We drove along the seemingly 
endless hot and dusty roads, our 15 cwt. protesting at every 
pothole. Through countless African villages, each a veritable 
meiee of African men and women, cows and chicken and 
children running about with no more encumbrance than 
their birthday suits. Here, in these villages, coconuts could 
be bought for a song or, if not in voice, for a penny each. 
One has to admire the African women for their deporonent, 
presumably born of a lifelong practice in carrying all manner 
of wares, which may include anything from a water vessel 
to a Singer sewing machine, upon their heads. Little babies 
are strapped to their mothers' backs, kangaroo fashion. 

" Life in the African villages seems a nlli.'ture of primitive 
native customs with a certain Western influence, the latter 
being apparent in its village schools and little chapels. The 
larger towns, Accra as an example, are cosmopolitan. Here 
large business houses of African, Indian and Assyrian origin 
mix with the much smaller native trader to form a wonderful 
shopping centre, second to none. Housewives need plenty 
of money but no coupons ! " 

I am sure that there is much more to be said about native 
customs and superstitions which would prove interesting 
reading, but a very limited experience coupled with a corre
sponding amount of space prevents further narrative in this 
issue. 

Best wishes to all our readers from G .C.S.S., West Africa. 
JONAH 

NIGERIA SIGNAL SQUADRON, Lagos. The weather 
is slowly warming up again .now but we have enjoyed cool 
and sometimes cold weather for over four months. 

Unit activities this month have been somewhat limited 
but the Sergeants' Mess held a most enjoyable open-air dance, 
and the Corporals had an outing to Isberi, some 18 miles 
from Lagos, where they went up-river in native canoes for 
a picnic and swim. · . . 

Another highlight was a field day, which was much enioyed 
by all despite rainy weather, and the only mishap-one Br_itisb 
sergeant and party lost in the bush. We shall have to issue 
portable D /F equipment next time ! 

We thought you might like to bear how the British N.C.O.s 
on detachments fare in Nigeria, and therefore append a 
description by Sergeant D . Bowden of his sojourn at Eougu. 

LIFE ON AN OUT-STATION IN NIGERIA 

In Nigeria we have Signals detachments With all the Batta-
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lion of the igeria Regiment. With Lago as Squadron 
H .Q., we have Abeokuta and Ibadan in the south of the 
colony, Kaduna in the north, and Enugu in the east. Each 
detachment is manned by a British N .C.0 ., usually a radio
mechanic, and three or four African operator . T he latter 
are trained by the quadron in Lagos and most of them are 
quite good tradesmen. At the time of writing I am attached 
to the 4th Battalion stationed in Enugu. T he purpose of 
the detachment i to provide communicati n for the Batta
lion to the out ide world. 

We have both a C.W. and R/T link. At present we are 
using 53 sets as tran mitters and RI07s for receivers. These 
proved very satisfactory. R/ T is exceptionally good. Facili
ties are made, through remote control unit and telephones, 
to enable a subscriber to hold a conversation from his office. 

Apart from the usual duties of the Signals, we also handle 
all official mail in the colony. To and from Enugu this is 
mostly by air, although the heavy parcels and stores go by 
rail. The detachment is run completely b the B.N.C.O. 
who is responsible to O.C. Squadron for the smooth running 
of the out-station. The Battalions are very co-operative with 
any matters in which they can be helpful. 

Social life on an out-station is bound to be quiet, some
times even lonely, because apart from the Battalion staff there 
are very few Europeans in the township. Even so, we manage 
to have a good time in our off-duty hours. Every afternoon 
there is sport-hockey, soccer, tennis and swimming. On 
all out-stations there is a European recreation club, where 
most people gather in the evenings for a chat or a game of 
billiards. In addition to the town cinema, which has shows 
thrice weekly, there is an A.KC. cinema, showing usually two 
films a week. 

On average there ar~ about 20 members in the B.N.C.0 .s' 
Mess of a Battalion out here. Just the right number for a 
happy, well-organised mess. The quarters are very comfort
able and well furnished. Two men in each house with a 
personal servant to look after them. 

Summing up, I should like to say that in my opinion it 

The Rogal 
MORE shame to me, because they are available, but I 

haven't got a Corps tie fit to wear. But if I had, should 
I wear it? I doubt it. I work in London, and in London 
wearing a Royal Signals tie is an expensive hobby. Only 
yesterday I was hurrying (sic) to work and I saw two in 
quick succession. The wearer of one I half recognised but 
he was a drinking type. I t would have meant at least two 
pints, and I knew I had much to do. But it is an extra
ordinary thing. Wear a Corps tie in the street, tube or train 
and you are almost bound to fall in with another. Mind 
you, I know several cases where a casual contact thus made 
has led to better things for one or other of the parries. 

Years and years ago I had a friend in "D" Divisional 
Signals in India. He went out when he had finished his time. 
I stayed in. We never met or corresponded. After ten years 
I w~ se~g at home and had occasion to ring up the local 
Pol~ce Staoon. As. soon as I gave my name my friend of 
Indian days recogrused me. He was the police officer on 
duty at that hour of that day. That was in about 1935. In 
1948 I arrived in a country town and saw a chap collecting 
a couple of buckets of coal that had fallen off a lorry. I 
caught his eye. Yes, it was my friend. Now he has a tobacco 
and sweet shop, and doing very well too. 

I was ~o~g home by train, the ordinary daily breader, and 
!::>u.nd s11~g opposite me a very pretty_ girl wearing 
J~y on her coat: But I was not wearmg my tie and 

so did not dare. Leavmg the train, I passed a cove reading 
THE WIRE. But suburban trains wait for no man. And 
he was a nice looking chap too. But, oh ! she was such a 
pretty girl ! · 
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is a good life and a grand experience for any member of the 
Corps ro be attached ro the infantry on an out-station in 
Nigeria. 

EG,"PT c o :.DIAND SIGNAi , ll EGl lUEN T 

;,1oascnr 
September 

T he main event to record this month is the opening of the 
new B.T.E. and Mediterranean Command Signal Office. 
1:'his is a spac~ous, H-shaped building, comprising S.M .C., 
ciphers and wireless room in one leg, with the S.D.0 . and 
telegraph room in the other, whilst the cross-piece is the 
counter room. It is situated just outside the Headquarters 
and makes a welcome change to the old war-time air raid 
shelters in which the old office worked for so long. 

, Who was it said that the Corps theme song should be 
'.' We'll muddle through as we alwaY:s do" ? Slander though 
1t may be, it is surprising how much the Unit seems to get 
done with ever-decreasing n umbers. We work to a "tailor
made " establishment, but the " tailor" seems to be of the 
type that grabs a handful of slack in the back and then points 
out how well the front fits. 

In between spells of work we manage to keep our heads 
high in the. sporting ~orld . As the Unit is so widespread, 
an~ serves m three different areas, sport is on a Squadron 
basis. No. 1 Squadron won the Inter-Squadron Cricket 
League and No. 4 Squadron continue to beat all comers at 
anything in their own sphere at El Ballah. 

Our congratulations to S.S.M. Lane, of No. 2 Squadron 
who made the most of his stay on the shores of the Grea; 
Bitter Lake to win the Army (Egypt) 100 yards breast stroke 
championship and got a place in the Army team against the 
R:A.F., al~o to Sig~alman Large, of No. 3 Squadron, on win
mng the mter-Umt plunging with 54 ft. 4 ins., and being 
runner-up in the Inter-District and Inter-Garrison Cham
pionships. 

Si gn als T ie 
One Territorial Army Signal Regunent in London in pre

war days used to run an unofficial employment exchange and 
mart.. Wearers of the tie got to hear of it and in its peak 
year 1t successfully helped over 100 chaps either to a job or 
to a . change _fro~ <:>ne employment to something better. 
Wearmg the ne, m lieu of a membership card, the aspirant 
appeared at the bar in the drill hall. The motto of this bar 
plagiarised in advance the WincinVll Theatre "We never 
close." He was pretty certain to meet a pal. One drink led 
to another, eyentually to an introduction to a prospective 
e~wloyer. Times have changed. T he Royal Signals Asso
CJatJ~n ~oes all that _now. But with the build-up of the 
TerrJtonal Army, which we are all hoping for some such 
admirable arrangement will no doubt be resta;ted. 

In these austerity days the tie is hard to come by. It is 
also expen~i;re a~d not as good as the pre-war sort, but by 
and large it s a JOily good investment. As I say, it's a two
edg~d sword. If you are busy and anxious to get about your 
business, don't wear it in London or in any other city or 
town for that matter. But if you have a few shillings and a 
c~uple of hours to si:are, wear it. Walk a little way and you 
will come across a fnend or the friend of a friend. Another 
member perhaps gained for a branch of the Association· 
probably a fr_iendship re~ewed or made; certainly some good 
talk of old times, old fnends, old battles and reminiscences 
of distant countries in which both have served. 

We are an interesting lot, we old Signalmen! Get together 
a dozen or so and you will hear tales that ring the world. 
T he talk jumps ~rom continent to continent, from place to 

(continued at foot of col. 2, page 391) 
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Jiily First Yacht 
..... 

A N 
EX P E NSIV E 

EXPE R IE NCE 

B y ~lajor D. T. W. GmSON, R oyal S ignals 

My father was in the N avy, and unlike many in that highly 
mechanised service, he never lost a love of sailing small 

boats. 
When I was a small boy at school, our family owned a 

yacht; holidays were spent afloat in the Solent area, and I 
learnt to sail in the dinghy that we towed behind us from 
place to place. The magic in the lonely cry of curlews 
coming over the mud.flats, and the perfect peace of the lonely 
creeks and inlets that we visited, together with the sense of 
freedom and independence that one gets when sailing a small 
boat, made such holidays more than perfect for a child. 
I became determined to buy a yacht as soon as I could, so 
that I could explore on my own. 

I went to Woolwich in 1935. The RM.A. had a sailing 
club downriver at Erith, which was housed in the original 
clubhouse of the Royal Corinthian S.C. Like the four boats 
then in use, the clubhouse was on the verge of collapse from 
old age, and as gas masks were not then issued to cadets, the 
less said about the sanitation the better. Finding that my 
elders and betters monopolised the boats, I fetched up a 
dinghy then owned by the family. It was a robust, tubby, 
almost circular " pram," normally painted bright green, and 
called Pippin. Another cadet, whom I shall call John, also 
brought his dinghy to Erith for the same reasons. His was 
a far more racy affair with a tall mast, and aristocratic 
unstable habits. We used to go sailing together, or to be 
more exact we often left our moorings at Erith at the same 
time. John's greatly superior skill and experience usually 
got him back to Woolwich in time for tea, while normally 
I arrived in time for supper. 

Towards the end of the sailing season, in November, I saw 
an advertisement offering a 25ft. cutter for sale for £15. 
Fired with enthusiasm, I went up to Putney to meet the . 
owner and discuss terms. Even the sight of the half
submerged hulk, swarming with small boys, who were trying 
to find out what parts of the boat were detachable, with some 
success, failed to extinguish the flame of enthusiasm. I 
parted with my total capital, £ 10, to the owner, who gave 
an illegible address on the receipt, thanked me somewhat 
'cynically, and departed, leaving me in the company of the 
owner of the boatyard. The yard owner's only comment was 
that I was a " bloody young fool," probably one of the most 
honest and ·accurate statements he has ever made to anyone. 
However, nothing daunted, I went off to go to a dance and 
to spend the night with some friends in London, bursting 
with pride of ownership, and making plans for reconstruct
ing the shattered cabin-top, re-erecting the mast, and sailing 
away downriver further than ever before, with Pippin trailing 
peacefully behind. 

At ten o'clock next morning, Sunday, I met John at the 
boatyard. He controlled his feelings admirably when he saw 
the battered hulk in which we intended to set sail for Wool
wich, and straightway made practical suggestions about 
blocking some of the more obvious holes, through which the 
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River Thames had been entering and leaving the hull as the 
tide rose and fell. He also was an enthusiast, but his enthu
siasm was tempered by greater experience, and I shudder to 
think what his feelings were like as we put patches over the 
holes, lashed a short spar upright as a jury mast, and finally, 
as the tide rose and the Sun-flower floated, loaded our gear 
(including my " tails" in a suitcase), and prepared to leave. 
By then it was about 3.30, and darkness was due to set in at 
5.30, but the tide was in our favour, so we decided to risk 
a passage in the dark. 

The owner of the boatyard gloomily bade us farewell, and 
asked me whether I could swim. Although he was obviously 
glad that we were removing an eyesore from his yard, he 
seemed relieved that there was a faint chance left that we 
might survive the removal. 

A friendly bloke in a motor-boat offered us a tow, which 
we gladly accepted, and so off we went. J ust below Tower 
Bridge the motor-boat ran out of petrol, and had to leave us 
to drift on downstream. The wind that had been helping 
us then died away; the tide was running at full ebb, at 
between five and six knots; the time was about 4.30, dusk 
was just beginning to gather, and in fact our future did not 
look at all bright as we were swept on towards the Pool of 
London and the Isle of Dogs. 

The Thames makes a double bend round the Isle of Dogs, 
and the main currents tend to set diagonally across the river. 
Barges are moored in line abreast, being lashed to "dummies" 
which are moored permanently in the middle of the stream. 
We swept into the first bend, and were caught by the current 
and carried across towards the first of the banks of barges. 

All the barges were empty, and the 15ft. slopes of their 
flat, black, barnacled bows, rearing up out of the water ahead 
of us, looked like the open mouths of some grim primeval 
monsters. They roared at us and foamed at the mouth, as 
the water boiled underneath them; the prospecr of being 
devoured by these beasts as sacrifices to the God of Yachting 
did not appeal to either of us. 

We managed to avoid the edge of the first bank by about 
6ft. The current then carried us diagonally across the river 
towards the centre of the neJ1."t row of barges, and I pictured 
my guardian angel going to the " quartermaster's " cioud ro 
draw my harp. Fortunately for us, a tug was moored in the 
centre of this bank, and seeing this, we made frantic efforts 
to hit the vertical bow of the tug in preference to going into 
the crocodile-like maw of one of the empty barges. We 
succeeded in hitting the bow of the tug broadside on, and the 
old Sunflower was stove in to the midshipline with a heart
rending crunch, and water started to spurt into the hull. 

She filled rapidly while we unloaded over the bows of the 
tug which seemed like a rusty cliffside towering up above us 
in the fading light. We tried to lash her to the tug with a 
6in . bass hawser, but it snapped as she slipped down the 
stem, until in only two and a half minutes she was nearly 
level with the water. Then, suddenly, she was engulfed and 



dragged underneath the surface. We succeeded in leaping 
n to the tug as she went, and running to the stern, we saw 

pieces of wood about 2ft. square come up to the surface. 
I had then owned my first yacht for about 26 hours. 

In the gathering gloom, seated on lengths of chain, suit
cases, and other odds and ends salvaged in the three minutes 
available, John and I ate our sandwiches, our first food since 
breakfast. The kind people with whtlm I had stayed the 
night and who bad provided the sand ·ches, pictured yacht
ing as rather a polite white-cap-cover affair, and the delicate 
wrappings on the chicken sandwiches seemed somehow 
rather incongruous. We were roused by a puzzled voice from 
the darkness behind us, which asked: 

"And wot the 'ell are you doin' 'ere----?" 
In the end the watchman was forced to accept our story 

in the absence of any other reason for our presence on the 
bows of a tug at sunset in the middle of London, with about 

three-quarters of a ton of luggage. We managed to signal 
to a police speedboat with our torch, and after the inevitable 
notebook had been produced, we were put ashore with some 
of the more portable of the items we bad salvaged, and 
dumped near a tram halt. 

We carried the propellor shaft, a fine bronze affair, the 
mainsail, and our kit, up to the top of a tram as it rumbled 
off towards Woolwich. 

'rhe only other passenger, an old lady, left the top of the 
tram in a hurry as we stripped off our wet clothes and got 
out dry ones. Obviously she thought that people who carried 
bronze propellor shafts about were rather queer; or perhaps 
she did not consider the idea of changing from wet shorts 
into tails on the top of a tram on a Sunday evening a normal 
thing to do. 

ome people are very easily shocked I know. 

Aviation Radio 
SO much is written in the daily Press about the part 

played by radio and radar in aviation that many readers 
of this journal may be considering entering into the aero
nautical radio field as a post-Service career. The intention 
of this article is to give a very brief resume of the tech
niques employed in aviation from which an idea of the 
knowledge required qm be gained. 

First, the basic radar and radio needs of aviation will be 
examined. Primarily the aircraft must have means of 
communication with ground stations for the passing of 
messages relating to weather, position of the aircraft, 
instructions for landing and take-off, and for the trans
mission of distress signals in the event of an emergency. 
Secondly, the pilot requires accurate navigational aid. 
Thirdly, means must be provided for the aiding of the pilot 
when landing in conditions of poor visibility. Finally, radar 
and radio are required for the accurate measurement of the 
aircrafts' height above ground and for the warning of the 
danger of collision with other aircraft. 

Having established the basic requirements, the methods 
can now be examined. For short range communication, 
V.H.F. is used as it is by far the most efficient, being 
inherently free from static interference and only needing 
small airborne apparatus for reliable operation. O,mmuni
cation over greater distances of the order of 400 miles is 
most satisfactorily carried out on M/F in the 340 kc/ s 
band, whilst ranges of communication in excess of this 
are obtained by the use of H/F on frequencies which depend 
upon the distance to be covered, time of day, locality and 
all the usual factors associated with short waves. This 
means that the prospective candidate for a position in the 
aviation radio industry must have a working knowledge of 
transmission and reception on all frequencies from 150 
Mc/s to 200 kc/s. A variety of systems are used for the 
provision of navigational aid to aircraft. The principal 
method used in Europe is what is termed MF/DF. Its 
modus operandi is for the aircraft to send out signals which 
are picked up by direction-finding stations on the ground 
and from which the position of the aircraft at the time of 
sending the signals can be fixed. This system is likely to 
be abandoned eventually, as it is not capable of handling 
the anticipated volume of traffic, owing to saturation of 
the ground plant and due to the difficulties of accommo
dating the amount of signals in the narrow M/F band. It 
has the advantage of enabling the equipment used for the 
transmission and reception oi ordinary messages to be used 
a~so f<;>r nav-aid. The next most widely used aid is the loop 
dtrecnon finder. When using this equipment the radio 
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operator of the aircraft tunes in suitably placed M/F radio 
beacons or even broadcast stations and takes bearings on 
them with the loop aerial. He then plots the bearing lines 
on a map and determines the position of the aircraft from 
the point of their intersection. In the U.S.A., track guides 
in the form of beams are laid down along all the main air
ways, which merely have to be followed by the pilot listen
ing to their signals. A variant of this system was developed 
during the war by the Germans and is known as " O,nsol," 
which has the very considerable range of about 1,000 miles 
and is extensively used on the transatlantic flights. . Both 
the MF/ D F system and the beam system are, however, 
insufficiently accurate for modern conditions of flying, 
especially when a large number of aircraft are concentrated 
in a small area, when a number of airliners converge 
at the same time on an airport, and this ha~ led to 
the development of what are known as hyperbolic navi
gational aid systems. The best known of these systems are 
Gee and Decca, which both have the common feature of 
using " space patterns " of intersecting position lines from 
which position can be determined accurately. How these 
systems operate is best understood if a normal map is first 
considered. 

On a normal map, any point can be identified by refer
ring to its latitude and longitude, and a typical map refer
ence would be, for instance, 00.10 West and 50.50 North 
for Brighton. These lines of position are, however, purely 
imaginary, and merely serve as a reference. With the 
hyperbolic navigational aids, position lines can be made to 
exist by radio means, in that their presence can be detected 
by suitable apparatus when an aircraft is located upon them. 
The grids corresponding to the lines of latitude and longi
tude cannot for technical reasons be made to be of the 
same form as lines of latitude and longitude, but this is 
of little importance, because all that is required for a posi
tion fix is to be able to identify the lines and for them to 
intersect, though not necessarily at right angles as do the 
ordinary geographical co-ordinates. The manner in which 
the radio position lines are formed is best understood if the 
Decca system is examined. In this system, synchronised 
transmitters are used, which means that at a multitude of 
points in space the crests of the waves from the two trans
mitters are in exactly the same position. These points can 
be calculated from a knowledge of the characteristics of the 
waves being transmitted, the resistivity of the soil, etc., and 
maps can be prepared upon which all the points where the 
wave crest position coincide can be plotted. These points 
are then joined up by lines and a series of position lines 
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are formed. A third station is then included and is 
synchronised with the main station, and by similar means 
a second series of position lines appears which by suitable 
positioning of the third station causes them to intersect 
with the first set. Each set of position lines has a distinc
tive colour, and in the Decca system they are Red and 
Green. Also each line has a number. The receiver picks up 
the signals from the Main and Red station and compares 
their phase or relative position of the crests and does like
wise for the Main and Green station. The relationships 
between the signals are then displayed on meters similar 
to car speedometers and by reading off the numbers shown 
on the dials and finding the lines bearing these numbers 
on a· map specially prepared for use with the system, the 
position of the aircraft can be located. 

In the Gee system the method of interpretation is more 
complicated, as in this case the position lines are formed 
for constant time differences of arrival of pulsed signals 
from pairs of stations, which necessitates their being read 
off on a Cathode Ray tube. There is a further hyperbolic 
aid known as Loran, which is only utilisable over sea, due 
to the frequency employed; this system operates on pulsed 
transmissions and works on the 1.6 megacycle band, a 
frequency that is seriously attenuated when the waves pass 
over land. Gee works on V.H.F. and is therefore only 
capable of giving useful range when used by aircraft, 
whereas Decca works on M/F and has the same range at 
high and low altitudes, and, in fact, can be used at the 
extremity of its range, some 300 miles, by ships. Although 
these aids appear to be rather complicated from their tech
nical viewpoint, they are in reality quite easy to understand 
after a little study of them. It should be remarked that 
at least some knowledge of them would be essential for 
anyone wishing to start a career in aviation radio. 

Assi s tanc e t o Pilots 

Probably the most important use to which radio has been 
put in aeronautics is in its role of assistance to pilots making 
landings under conditions of low visibility. The system 
which appears to be likely to be adopted internationally 
is the American SCS 51, supplemented by Ground Control 
Approach Radar. In the former system the pilot is guided 
to the runway of an airfield by following the movements 
of an indicator on the dashboard which is actuated by 
signals sent out from a total of five transmitters. The 
G.C.A. system is a device whereby the Flying O,ntroller on 
the ground watches the descent of the aircraft on a Radar 
screen with an apparatus similar to that used for gunlaying 
durjng the war. and gives verbal instructions to the pilot 
by R/ T . The principles of such a device are probably 
known to the majority of the readers of this journal, but 
the SCS 51 is probably new to them. It consists essentially 
of a transmitter sending out a beam of very narrow breadth 
which can be followed by the pilot from indications on a 
central zero pointer. This serves to guide the aircraft along 
a defined path to the runway. A second beam is trans
mitted for the purpose of laying down a glide path for 
the aircraft so that it descends at the correct angle to 
approach the runway without the danger of colliding with 
obstructions. This beam is laid down on the same bearing 
as the directional guidance beam, but is inclined at an 
angle of about six degrees to the ground. Both beams 
operate poi~ters on a combined instrument in the pilot's 
cockpit. The pointer for directional guidance, worked by 
the signals from the first beam, shows whether the aircraft 
is to the left or right of the correct track or whether it is 
on the correct bearing. The second pointer, worked by 
signals from the glide path beam, shows whether the air
craft is above or below the correct height for a safe approach 
or whether it is on the correct glide path. Progress along 
the beam is indicated three times by lights which flash on 
the dashboard when the aircraft is at the beginning, middle 
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and on the edge of the airfield. These lights are operated 
by signals from very small transmitters located on the 
ground in the path of the beam which transmit a narrow 
upward beam. The whole system operates on V.H.F., and 
a thorough understanding of its working would entail a 
sound knowledge of V.H.F. aerial arrays, as its reliable 
functioning depends largely upon the aerial systems. 

In the flight instrument field-that is to say, for radio 
altimeters and collision warning devices-radar and fre
quency modulation techniques are used. The radar collision 
warning device recently developed is derived from ordinary 
centimetric radar and consists of a transmitter which sends 
out pulses which are reflected back from solid objects 
within the " vision " of the scan. In the practical instru
ment the scanner " looks " round a fairly wide angle in 
front of the aircraft and displays on a cathode ray tube 
traces corresponding to other aircraft. T his also has the 
facility of " seeing " clouds in which there are bail and 
snow and serves to warn the pilot of their presence at n ight. 

For the measurement of the height of an aircraft above 
ground, F.M. signals are sent out from a small transmitter 
located under the wing of the aircraft, which are reflected 
back from the ground and picked up by a receiver located 
near to the transmitter. This receiver simultaneously 
responds to the signal coming directly from the transmitter 
and from the ground after reflection. Due to the distance 
which the signal must travel from the aircraft to the ground 
and back to the aircraft, there is always a frequency differ
ence between the directly received and reflected signals 
which causes a heterodyne note to appear in the output of 
the receiver. This note has a frequency proportional to 
the height of the aircraft. It therefore suffices to provide a 
frequency meter, calibrated in feet instead of cycles, for the 
indication of height. In a practical instrument, about six 
cycles correspond to one foot; thus a 600 cycle note is equal 
to 100 feet. 

From the above very short resume of present-day methods,. 
the reader will appreciate that some knowledge of nearly 
all radio and radar techniques is required for a career in 
aeronautical electronics, but be will also appreciate that 
although this may seem to involve a lot of bard work,. 
aviation is here to stay and almost daily new requirements 
arise in order to keep pace with the progress in aviation. 
This fact makes work in aviation both interesting and per
manent, whether it be in maintenance, operating or tech
nical development. 

THE ROYAL SIGNALS TIE 

(continued from page 388) 

place. Some places well known, many never previously beard 
of, but somehow sometime a Signalman was there doing bis 
bard unspectacular work. And if I know anything of the 
breed, be was contriving to make himself very comfortable 
too. One is reminded of little isolated Royal Signal Stations 
up and down the world. A corporal, five or six chaps, a 
switchboard, a couple of wireless sets. They keep the tele
coms going, "Often under conditions of great difficulty. They 
keep their watch. And they have a genius of making them
selves comfortable. Once in six weeks, perhaps once a month, 
the officer arrives with the pay, with the odd spare part for 
worn-out equipment, with news of arrivals and departures. 
Mostly unnecessary this last, because such news seeps through 
the Iron Curtain of operators' discipline without much diffi
culty. One knows of some detachments isolated for a year 

· or two years. They always contrive a notice board or two 
in the O,rps O,lours. They keep their discipline. They 
wear the badge. And afterwards, if in funds, they buy the 
tie, become members of the O.C.A., and even sometimes 
subscribe to THE WIRE. 

391 



Territorial 

Xo. 23 (SOUTllElll'\"") COUPS SIG1'"".\.f. 
ltEGDIENT 

Fulham House, .l\'.G 

September 
Owing to pressure of work in preparing for camp, etc., this 

Regiment's contributions have fallen into arrears. We will, 
however, try and make up for lost time. 

The high spots for July were a week-end camp and the 
Putney Regatta. The Regiment went down to Aldersbot, 
where we were the guests of the R.A.S.C. at Buller Barracks. 
We were most grateful for the e.xcellent arrangements made 
for our reception and training by Nos. 1 and 3 Training 
Battalions. 

The Regiment was asked to provide the communications 
for the Putney Regatta, held on 24th July. Lines and tele
phones consisting of two 1 to I circuits were provided, also 
lines for the P.A. equipment. There were no faults ! In 
return we were given a full-page advert. in the official pro
gramme. The opportunity was taken to do a spot of 
recruiting. Two Command vehicles, two D.R.s, two jeeps 
and one of the Ass~ation's show lorries were on view. The 
Command vehicles with 19 sets working to the two jeeps, 
with 22 sets, cruised up and down the course. In 
addition, 1 to 1 teleprinter circuit was set up between the 
Association vehicle and the Constitution Club. The piece 
de resistance was a Wire Recorder, which was most popular. 
While many of Putney's citizens showed great interest in the 
a/ m marvels, they showed a peculiar lack of enthusiasm for 
signing on the doned line. 

The Warrant Officers' and Sergeants' Mess held a mixed 
social evening during the month. The entertainment in
cluded shooting against the local Home Guard 0.C.A., which 
resulted in a win for the Home Guard by a narrow margin. 
The Mess was crowded and we also welcomed a strong con
tingent from the local branch of the British Legion. Matches 
of darts, snooker and table tennis all contributed to the success 
of the evening. As evidence of the good time had by all, a 
special S 0 S went out to the brewery the next day-there 
were only " dead men " left. 

The rest of the available time was taken up in preparing 
for Annual Camp. This great event started when we left the 
Drill Hall on 21st August and arrived in Canterbury without 
incident, thanks to good convoy work by our D.R.s. We 
were the guests of Eastern Command Signals. 

From the start things went with .a swing. The D.R.s did 
convoy practice and rough riding, the linemen toyed with 
their lines, etc. The biggest training event was a scheme 
which took place on two separate days. This scheme took 
the novel form of a game-somewhat like dress-which was 
thoroughly enjoyed by the directing staff and control stations; 
the out-stations enjoyed some excellent practice in R/T 
procedure. 

Our great moment came on the Friday when, according to 
custom, we played Eastern Command Signals at cricket. In 
the words of our hosts, they had soundly trounced all previous 
T.A. Regiments. We lost the toss and were sent in to bat. 
With grim determined faces we tried to settle this bogey, 
but we were skittled out for a very modest 78 runs. Our total 
looked huge after we had finished with the Eastern Command 
Signals. Thanks to some excellent bowling by Captain Mote 
and Corporal Phillips, the home side were back in the pavilion 
for a total of 42 runs, and the impossible had been achieved. 

The week was rounded off with a Regimental Party, held 
by kind permission of the P.M.C. of the Warrant Officers' 
and Sergeants' Mess. This really went with a swing. 
Signalman Clapper earned fame by his rendering of " The 
Ball of Kirrie," and a host of others entertained in song and 
rhyme. 

Colonel Vigers, our Honorary Colonel, came down on the 
Friday and stayed overnight. Without exception, everyone 
stated that they had had a thoroughly enjoyable and instruc
tive week. 

We broke camp on the Saturday and returned without 
incident. After off-loading, etc., the Drill Hall once again 
assumed its quiet and restful atmosphere at about 1700 hrs. 

We have now settled down to a winter programme designed 
to lead, early next year, to Trade Boards. 

In the social sphere, we start our winter session with a 
dance on 9th October. All ex-members and friends will be 
most welcome. Come along and see us at play. 

No. 2 Squadron take their bow this month, commanded 
by Major R. C. Watson, with Captain H. Mote, Lieutenant 
E. V. R. Svensson, S.Q.M.S. Ludgate, Sergeant Ching, 
Lance-Corporals Evans and Alexander, and Signalmen 
Cooper and Cuss. 

"Red Hot News."-News has just come through that our 
six entries for the T.A. and the N.S.R.A. Inter-Services Com
petition, 1948, were all accepted, and Lieutenant Burrows 
tied for top place. 

On that note we leave you, and in conclusion hope that 
all other T.A. Regiments enjoyed their Annual Camp. 

October 
The Regiment entered two teams for the London District 

Motor Cycle Trials held at Bagshot on 26th September. Our 
"A" team made third place and Sergeant L. W. Hussey 
obtained a third individual award-a really first-class show 
which reflects highly on their training and enthusiasm. Inci
dentally, we were the only Signal Regiment to be placed. 

We had another Sunday out shooting at Ash Vale Ranges, 
where those who had not qualified for their bounty at annual 
camp were given the opportunity of doing so. The weather 
was much kinder to us this time and a good day was had 
by all. 

A Regimental Dance was held on 9th October, and even 
though accommodation was disrupted slightly, due to reno
vations, a good crowd was present and everyone appeared to 
have had an enjoyable evening. These dances are held regu
larly once a month at Fulham House and all- Corps types are 
heartily welcomed. Incidentally, it was very nice to see 
Colonel J . G . Christopher again, who, with his wife, gave us 
the pleasure of their company at the dance. 

We have the decorators in ! This will conjure up visions 
of bare boards, ladders, paint brushes and the usual depress
ing equipment of a decorator-we have 'em all. Anyway, 
from the look of things we shall be quite smart one of these 
days. 

Training progresses well and the present plan leads to a 
Trade Board next April or sooner if possible. By that time 
we hope to have most of our tradesmen up to Class 2 standard. 

Here's to the next time. SVEN 

22 CORPS SIGNAL REGDIENT,. T.A. 

Liver1t0ol 
October 

Quite some time has elapsed since a contribution from this 
Unit was published in THE WmE, so perhaps a brief resume 
of who we are and what we have been doing since our incep
tion may be of interest to readers who might otherwise think 
we are a private army. 

We are commanded by Lieutenant-Colonel A. Ellison, 
M.B.E., T.D., Royal Signals, who first joined the Unit in 1933, 
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when it was known as 55 Divisional Signals, T .A. Our 
Adjutant is Captain L. J. Brunnen, Royal Signals, of the 
Regular Army, to whom we offer our congratulations on his 
recent engagement. 

The Headquarters, together with Nos. 1, 2 and 3 Squad
rons, arc housed in the T.A. Centre, Score Lane, whilst 
No. 4 Squadron is at Prescot, a matter of six or seven miles 
from Liverpool. 

From our inception in May, 1947, until July, 1948, a 
fairly intensive programme of training organised by the Chief 
Instructor, Captain C. I. Mathieson, bas been carried out on 
every Tuesday and Thursday evening (our training nights). 
The culmination of this training was our eight-day camp at 
Chester. One of the highlights of the camp was the D.R. 
trial. It has been said that in a stiff trial course nature offers 
a similar sort of challenge to a D.R. as she does in a mountain 
to a climber. All our D.R.s accepted the challenge and we 
feel all would have been successful were it not for the fact 
that nature brought up her big guns in the shape of a violent 
wind and heavy rain. The winner, who deserves heartily 
congratulating for putting up a magnificent performance over 
a very stiff course, was Lance-Corporal Lloyd. A word of 
praise is due also to P.S.I. Sergeant Hiscott, in charge of 
D.R.s, who by his own keenness and enthusiasm sets a high 
standard for the D.R. to emulate, but it is a standard which 
the D.R.s themselves are rapidly attaining. 

Whilst on the subject of camp, may we thank Lieutenant
Colonel T. W. Boileau, O.B.E., Royal Signals, and all ranks of 
Western Command Signal Regiment who did so much to 
make our first camp the success it was. 

We now have a Cadet Unit, commanded by our Quarter
master, Captain F. C. W. Bennett, who also, as chairman of 
the Junior Ranks' Club, helped to get the first social going 
with a swing. All present voted it a huge success and it is 
hoped it will be a regular feature in the future. At these 
socials members can bring wives, children and friends along, 
and suitable games, food, drinks and entertainment for all 
are provided. 

In closing this month's contribution, may we say that we 
are 105 strong but what we lack in numbers we amply make 
up for in enthusiasm, and if any keen men from Liverpool 
read this and have not yet joined the T.A., what about coming 
to see us? We can assure you of an enjoyable time with 
the Unit. INBUR 

62 H.4~. L. OF C. SIG~AL REGI.!UENT, T.A. 

Chester 
September 

General. Almost month-end again. A deep sigh of con
tentment is emitted from yours truly, for the end of September 
will see our Regimental H.Q. happily settled down .in our 
new abode. Lache Park Camp is the new venue. Already 
gardening tools have been produced, notice boards erected 
and plans for the comfort of our T.A. Unit discussed. In 
the near future it is hoped that our Officers' and ·Sergeants' 
Mess will function with the same old spirit as in days of yore. 

We welcome the arrival of Junior Commander M. Foster 
and Sergeant Marjorie Gardiner, both ex Western Command 
(M) Signal Regiment. Our office has brightened considerably 
since their advent. Funny how a bunch of flowers can appear 
when the ladies get busy. Should there be time and space in 
next month's notes, I'd dearly love to write a short story on 
"A.T.S., T.A.," or "Marjorie's Indenting Dilemma." All 
joking apart, here's wishing them every success, and if I had 
half a jug I would drink to a prolonged and happy stay 
with us. 

In conclusion, please let me remind everyone to call in and 
see us in Chester any time they are around. There's a wee 
gardening fork awaiting me around the corner, so cheerio, 
cheerio ! CESTRIAN 
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SIGNAL llEPOllTING llEGDIENT T . . ,. 
(THE KENSINGTO~ llEGDIE. ·y ) 

llam1nc>r1nnlth Road 
November 

On the evening of Friday, 24th September, the Regiment 
went down to Bisley for 48 hours' training. Saturday was 
devoted to trade training, most of which was performed out 
of doors owing to the lovely weather. On Sunday Head
quarters was set up in the area and the patrols broke new 
ground in the neighbourhood of Beaconsfield, where the 
Royal Saracen's Head was found to be an excellent rendez
vous. Apart from this, our training has been carried on 
regularly every Wednesday. 

There was a Phantom reunion at Headquarters on Satur
day, 25th September. Unfortunately, this was not well 
publicised and numbers were small. It was, however, a good 
party and we hope to see some more old faces when we hold 
the next one around Christmas. 

The Officers' Mess held a cocktail party on 3rd October, 
which was a great success. All officers and their wives wel
comed the opportunity of meeting the Honorary Colonel, 
General Sir Colville Wemyss, and Lady Wemyss. 

Ex-Corps members who have joined the Regiment during 
the month include Signalmen C. D. Range, Goode, Black
burn, S. H. Barlow and J. Wayman. 

Warrant Officers' and Sergeants' Mess. Sunday, 3rd Octo
ber, was the day decided upon for our trip to Brighton, and 
it proved to be a very good choice. The weather experts did 
their best and as we set off from the Drill Hall at 0930 hrs. a 
beaming sun was shining in a cloudless sky. 

The party numbered 29; this included members, their 
wives and families, plus a few lady friends for the unmarried 
members. Stowed in the back of the coach was our sus
tenance for the journey in the form of a few crates of beer. 
Due to the difficulty of members arriving in time, we were 
a little late in setting off, but this did not damp our spirits. 
Arriving at Brighton at 1245 hrs., we proceeded to the" Top 
Hat " Restaurant, where lunch had been reserved for us. This 
was well arranged and thoroughly enjoyable. One quartet, 
two members and two smashing blondes, arrived very late 
for lunch and appeared arucious to explain bow they had got 
lost. Of course, nobody believed them, and by the way they 
sailed into their lunch we are inclined to think that they did 
not expect anyone to do so. 

After lunch we split up into small parties, which went 
their own :ways. Some beaded for fun fairs, etc., while the 
others made a dead line for the beach. 

At 1830 hrs. we all met again at the place of parade 
appointed by the coach driver and set off on the return 
journey. A welcome ~top was made at the " Talbot," in 
Cuckfield. The place was ideal and we soon filled the lounge, 
Sergeant Greaves obliging on the ·piano. Sergeant Baker 
sang a few songs to keep the ladies amused, thus giving the 
men a chance to sneak up to the bar and grab a few crafty 
pints. The stay, of necessity, had to be short, and we were 
once again on our way. · The usual songs were struck up and 
in no time we found ourselves at Headquarters. Adjourn
ment was made to the Mess so that members could fortify 
themselves for the journey to their respective abodes. Ulti
mately we all proceeded on our ways in a very expansive 
mood. 

One incident of note was the fact that S.S.M. Lloyd 
organised a competition on the way down whereby sections 
of the wheel of the coach were numbered and members held 
corresponding numbers. An arrow was put on the mud
guard, the idea being that the number nearest to the arrow 
when we stopped at Brighton collected the sum. There was 
a general scramble at the stop to see who was Iuc~. On the 
number being called, a voice (that of the orgamser) at ~e 
rear of the coach piped up with the remark that he had got tt. 
It is noted that S.S.M. Lloyd looked after the driver very 
well during our stay at Cuckfield. 
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50 ( ) Infantry 
Divisional Signal 
Regi1pent, T.A. 

.rlugust 

It i pleasant in these times to find something considered 
good in the old days showing every sign of recapturing its 
reputation-a compliment which several independent 
observers paid to this unit during its annual training at 
Whitby from 24th July to 6th August. 

Unfortunately, only an inner was registered on the target 
of a strength of 100 in camp, but it was sufficient of a near 
miss not to matter. Every-
thing else hit the bull-good 
weather, an excellent standing 
camp, a most co-operative 
permanent camp staff, and, 
\vith practically everyone a 
working number, a remark
able amount of work. The 
scale of rations and the stan
dard of the cooking fattened 
all ranks for the kill, and the 
C.0. must have succeeded 
beyond his wildest dreams in 
justifying the issue of the 
special extra rations for heavy· 
work. However, we have now 
bad time to rest and recover, 
and there is no ill feeling, nor, 
for that matter, any ill effect. 

Northumbrian Area, and the Chairmen and Secretarie of 
the Durham and North Riding T.A. Associations. 

The first Officers' guest night was noteworthy in that 
C.0.s of the Unit (Colonel A. MacLeod, Brigadier G. H. 
Walton, Brigadier Sheffield and Lieutenant-Colonel 
Percival), covering all the years from 1925 onwards, were 
present, with gaps only in respect of 1941 and 1943-45. It 
was remarkable, too, that they all still looked young enough 
to be on the strength, and they proved it by their activity. 
\Y/e were also - delighted to number General Sir Colville 
Wemyss amongst our guests on another occasion and to 
be able to drink a farewell toast to Brigadier Straight. 

Refraining again from boasting (or moaning) about the 
amount of work, it should be recorded that No. 1 Squadron 
(Darlington) excelled in the sports department; No. 2 
Squadron (Middlesbrough) in the drill, etc., competitions; 

Our activities seemed to 
create quite a stir of interest. 
Our vIS1tors included the 
G.O.C., 50th (N) Division 
(Major-General C. F. Loewen, 
C.B., C.B.E., D.S.O.), the C.S.0., 
Northern Command (Briga
dier C. Childs, C.B.E.), the 
D.D.M. T., the B.G.S., 
Northern Command, the Bri
gade Commander, 150 In
fantry Brigade, the A.D.M.S., 

Front row (le~ to ri2ht}: Captain (Q.M.) N. A. Norcross, M.8.E., Major G. f. A. Walker, O.B.E., Brigadier 
T. T. J. Sheffield, 0.B.E., T.D., A.D.C. (Honorary Colonel), Lieutenant-Colonel R. M. Percival, T.D. (Commanding 
Officer), Major W. A. Lee, O.B.E., Major G. R. Thompson , Captain T. B. McVicker, Royal Si2nals (Adjutant}. 
Bade row (lek to ri2ht): Lieutenant J. R. Colley, Captain D. A. Smith, Captain A. Watson , Captain J. F. Everett, 

Lieutenant A. A. Edwards, Captain K. A. Stone, Lieutenant E. L. Smith, Lieutenant H. C. Mattock 

394 

and No. 3 Squadron (Gates
head) gained much notoriety 
by their rendering of " Ich 
Spiel Die Musikale," which 
swept Whitby as the song of 
the year and brought much 
extra custom to the Squad
ron's favourite pub. Con
gratulations to Signalman J. 
Elliot for earning the cup fot 
the cleanest and smartest man 
on parade. The competitions 
were judged by our Honorary 
Colonel, Brigadier T. T. J. 
Sheffield, o .B.E., T.o., ~ue.< .. 
who spent several days with 
us and was a most welcome 
visitor, though none of us 
regarded him as a visitor. 

The sports day on the 
middle Saturday was an 
unqualified success, blessed 
with perfect weather and an 
attendance of about 300. One 
of the Never-die Brigade, 
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aged 70, insisted on spnnnng in the old crocks' race and 
immediately afterwards pulling in a tug-of-war-they must 
have made 'em tough in Queen Victoria's golden days! On 
-the Sunday the officers and ex-officers played off the Unit 
Golf Bowl, and rumour has it that Captain Everett did, 
in fact, complete nine holes before nightfall with only one 
replenishment of balls. On a subsequent guest night, 
Brigadier Fairweather was suitably presented with the reward 
for his successful exertions, and it would be invidious to 
decide which was more impressive--the mashie drill of the 
Subaltern Guard of Honour or the Band of Major Walker 
and his (for the night) bugle. 

Still avoiding the work question, much more could be 
written, but the last word shall be of the excellence of 
the Warrant Officers' and Sergeants' Mess. With R.S.M. 
Grant (Geordie) as president, and Sergeant (Mick) Henry 
(1916-?) as caterer, it reached pre-war standards in the 
opinion of all of its 22 members. This, indeed, was really 
the best thing about the whole business-the way in which 
the Unit slid into its old and proud groove without fuss 
or flap, to prove that 50th Divisional Signals still does 
its damnedest at work and play, at every level and as a 
team, and enjoys itself in doing so. 

1/20 (SlU) ARMY SIGNAL BEGDIENT, T._~. 

Birmingham 
October 

" Recruiting Rush Beats Target" screams a head.line in my 
daily paper. Well, I must confess that I haven't seen a great 
deal of pushing and struggling to enlist here. Nevertheless 
there is a very definite increase in the number of enlistments 
and enquiries, which encourages one to hope that the more 
intelligent members of the community are beginning to wake 
up. Most of the new arrivals declare that they wish they 
bad come before, having seen what a first-class crowd we 
already have. There is a well-equipped Signal Office built 
and furnished by the members of the Unit. We are fortunate 
in having some extremely useful G.P:O. men with us, and 
they certainly take pride in their work. I must get you a 
picture of the Signal Office one day. The Wireless Room 
should interest radio fans, amongst whom I am all at sea. 
I must apologise for mistaking the 53 Set for a 1.8 kw. 

Through! 
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Birth of a Signal Office. 1/20 Army Signals, T.A., Birmingham 

charging_ set. They are the same colour anyway, and that 
counts with me. Nearly as bad as the recruit who asked for a 
lorry to collect two " 110" telephones way back in 1938. 
All right, skip it. 

Another trip t(} .Kingsbury Ranges in remarkably fine Sep
tember :weather enabled some of us to improve our scores 
with a No. 4 rifle. Six bulls in concussion-succession, 
rather-helped to restore a little self-respect on the rapid 
practice. The remaining four inners lowered it again. Then 
we saw some civilian club members wearing elbow pads and 
bush hats. They had enough special equipment to start a 
British Industries Fair but seemed to be scoring magpies and 
outers mostly. So we had a mug of tea and felt a lot happier. 
Which simply goes to show. 

We have had no visitors during the past month so must 
turn to Unit notes for news of friends. When the Signals 
Association hold their Annual Armistice Dance in the Drill 
Hall at Cateswell House on 12th November we shall expect 
to see a very large number of friends. We always do. Our 

·own Saturday night dances are a great success and we are 
still trying to convert a proportion of the many gent's 
natty suitings into battledress. It is a pity that we do not 
have A.T.S. here. There are many excellent types who are 
regular patrons of our dances. They often enquire about the 
possibility of joining, but only if they can come to Cateswell 
House. I hope they won't think that we don't want them. 
What a pity the Territorial Army is not featured a little 
more on the wireless. Wilfred Pickles could find some good 
material in the drill halls. Let the idea sink in, B.B.C. There 
would be no lack of volunteers to answer questions. We are 
not particularly modest. Or we might write our own script. 
What a chance for someone, but not yours truly, with the 
annual audit of stores hanging over my head like the whats
name of that well-known bloke whose name escapes me for 
the moment. You probably ~d about the Grand Prix motor 
race at Silverstone on 2nd October, and perhaps even saw 
some of it. The communications for that highly successful 
meeting were provided by this Regiment. Nearly all the 
Permanent Staff were engaged, and a very nice job they made 
of it. A letter of thanks and appreciation from the Secretary 
of the Royal Automobile Club has been received by the 
Commanding Officer. The relieving P.S.I.s due here in the 
spring of 1949 will find that they have quite a reputation to 
live up to. And now, if we are to show ourselves in the 
November WIRE, we must get a move on. Be good and keep 
an eye on your radiators. BARLEUX 



5lst L. of C. Signal Regiment 
Since our last epistle appeared in THE WIRE, we have 

bad a number of activities, including an interesting and 
enjoyable annual training. 

The Warrant Officers' and Sergeants' Mess held their 
first full-scale dance, which was voted l)y all present as an 
exceptionally good start to what is hoped will be a long 
series of similar functions. 

In April, the Regiment sent a large contingent of Officers 
to the Eastern Command signal exercise " Spearhead " at 
the Cavalry Barracks, Hounslow. One Officer of the 
~egiment attended the opening lecture on the Friday even
mg and was absent for the rest of the week-end. There 
was some speculation as to the reason for this extraordinary 
show of keenness, but nobody guessed the reason-be bad 
~ .having so.me trouble with a psychiatrist, who whipped 
bun mto hospital on the Saturday morning! Which only 
goes to show that even after demobilisation the Army still 
bas a hold on one. 

On 20th July, 1948, the following appeared in the Sup
plement to the " London Gazette " : 

"Major-General Sir Hubert Elvin Rance, G.C.M.G., 
G.B.~., c.B., to be Honorary Colonel, 51st L. of C. Signal 
Regunent, 28th May, 1948, vice Colonel J. Waley Cohen, 
C.M.G., C.B.E., D.S.O., T.D., deceased." 
We are extremely fortunate to have one of the most 

distinguished offi<:e:-> of ·the. Co.rps as our Honorary Colonel, 
and we are deternuned to iusnfy such a privilege. Colonel 
Waley Cohen bad been a very great help to us since our 
inception, and on his death, a few days previously, the 
Regiment lost an old and valued friend. We extend our 
deepest sympathy to bis wife and family in this sad loss. 

O_ur A.T.S. Company now bas a permanent O.C. in 
Juruor Commander Peggy Nalder, who arrived on 26th 
May. Recruiting has been going on apace and it will not 
be long before our A.T.S. have outstripped the male 
members of the Regiment in numbers. A visit from their 
Group Commander, Chief Commander Lady Bowyer
Smyth, made us feel that we are now firmly established in 
the A.T.S. world. 
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It was a great pleasure to learn that Lieutenant-Colonel! 
H. R. Firth had been appointed C.S.O., London District. 
He is well known to some of our senior officers and we 
feel that we shall not be neglected in high places while he 
remains C.S.O. 

In August we moved to Canterbury for our first annual 
training. Attached to the Eastern Command Signal Regi
ment, we were given every possible assistance from 
Lieutenant-Colonel J . N. Barker, O.B.E., and his small but 
very willing band of helpers. The week passed quickly and 
everyone seemed to regret going home again. A great deal 
was crammed into the six working days, two whole-day 
schemes, two afternoons on the open range, an official visit 
from Lieutenant-General Sir James Steele, the Adjutant 
General, and an unusually good dinner on the last evening,. 
to which came some of our Officers who bad gone on 
courses this year instead of coming to annual training. 

The week was a good opportunity for us to settle down 
and get to know each other. From this and many other 
points of view, it was extremely successful. We returned 
feeling that we are now all set for the future. 

Our drill nights started again on the following Tuesday, 
and, as usual,. we were at full strength. Our new training 
programme will take us to Christmas. (There is a lot to 
be said for our present T.A.-everyone is mad keen and 
there are never any absentees at any function, whether work 
or pleasure.) · 

T?e Adjutant, Captain G. J. C. Summer, bas departed on 
postmg to B.A.0.R., and he goes with our best wishes to 
continue his career. We welcome Captain B. D. Elsmore 
from the School of Signals at Catterick. It would be 
sufficient in itself to have a son of the legendary Bert, and 
now that we have seen Bruce, we feel that we are indeed 
fortunate in our new Adjutant. We also welcome W.O.I 
M. Cunningham as our new R.S.M. 

lt can be seen tha! we are now all ready for whatever 
comes next. There are still vacancies for N.C.O.s with the 
right experience, and any potential recruits will always 
be welcome at Signal House, Atkins Road, on Tuesday 

14th-21st August, 1948 
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evenings. Any pre-war or war-time member of the Corps 
is bound to find someone he knows amongst us. Eighth 
Army, 21st Army Group, India, the Far East, Greece and 
the Airborne Divisions are all represented. 

On the 4th September a Regimental dance was a good 
opening to the winter season. It was a large gathering and 
some 400 people enjoyed dancing on our excellent floor. 
We have a lot to offer potential members, and when we 
move to the City there will be the new H.Q. as well. The 
C.O. can then feel justifiably pleased with us (and himself! ) 
for all the preparatory work done in the past year. 

56 LONDON ARMOUllED DIVISIONAi, SIGNAL 

REGIMENT, T .A. 

( (;lty of London Signals) 

Lo11do11, S.,V.12 

OUR PART IN THE T.A. RECRUITING DRIVE IN SOUTH LONDON 

October 
The drive started in our particular part of South London 

on Monday, 11th October. It was opened at Wandsworth 
Town Hall on the evening of the 11th October, and we were 
fortunate in having the presence of General Sir Robert 
Mansergb, Colonel Newman, v.c., Mr. Richard Adams, M.P., 
and other notable personages on the platform that night. 

For our own part, we started more quietly with a direct 
appeal for recruits for this Unit on the screens of most of 
the local cinemas and a recruiting tour, with the A.C.V. 
suitably placarded, round the area of the Drill Hall. 

Our first real effort was made on Wednesday, 13th October, 
when the Unit was " at home" in the Drill Hall in Balbam. 
This took the form of a social evening, with darts, billiards, 
table tennis and open bars in the Canteen and Sergeants' 
Mess. We did, however, mix business with pleasure and 
bad the walls of the Drill Hall lined with tables, on which 
we laid out the wireless stations used in an Armoured Divi
sion. We also opened our amateur wireless room and rifle 
range for inspection. 

In the Officers' Mess a cocktail party was arranged, and 
we were fortunate indeed in having the presence of Brigadier 
and Mrs. Willway at this function. 

Brigadier A. C. C. Willway, C.B.E., T.D., who is now 
Honorary Colonel of this Regiment, bas a long and distin
guished association with the Unit, and has a fund of ex
perience and knowledge from which we frequently draw with 
great advantage. The evening as a whole was a great success, 
and in the Drill Hall were many interested people whom we 
hope will now join the Unit. 

The real climax of the campaign came on the afternoon 
of Saturday, 16th October, when all the local Units of the 
T.A. took part in a great display on Clapham Common. 
The layout was good and the public bad the opportunity of 
seeing many and varied types of equipment in general use 
throughout the Army today. 

For our part we had on show the Golden Arrow, kindly 
lent to us by No. 4 Training Regiment, from Catterick. This 
was a great attraction, as it was undoubtedly the first time a 
large section of the public had seen such a comprehensive 
item of Signal equipment. In addition, we had our A.C.V. 
for people to look over, a three-ton lorry complete with 
charging equipment, a jeep station and a marquee tent, the 
inside of which was divided into two parts. On one side 
was laid out the 18 set the 38, the 19 and 22, and their 
modern equivalents, the 88, the 31 and 62 set. On the other 
side of the tent was a mock up of the interior of an A.C.V. 

Throughout the afternoon a series of live displays was 
given in the arena. The King's Troop of the RH.A., a 
R.E.M.E. jeep assembly team and a R.A.F. fly-past all took 
part in this. For us this was the highlight of the week, for 
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we bad a motor cycle display team taking part. Unfor
tunately, we were at the end of the afternoon and the weather 
was beginning to break. But when the team entered the 
arena and started their display, such was the high standard 
of the performance that, despite the rain, the crowd grew 
larger and larger, and finally gave the team the terrific ovation 
which was their due. This was an entirely Territorial effort 
and hours of training at week-ends bad gone into its making. 

I have heard many who saw both shows say that there 
was little to choose between this display on Clapham Com
mon and that at Olympia earlier in the year. 

This Regiment bas a reputation for producing fine display 
teams, and as I write this article I have in front of me two 
examples of the milestones in its history. Firstly, an illus
trated book showing the performances of the display team 
which took part in the Royal Tournament at Olympia in 
May and June, 1937, and secondly, a very tattered copy of 
the Eighth Army News, dated 21st June, 1945, congratulating 
the team on its display held at Fraifell, Gradisca. 

We feel we upheld this tradition last Saturday and have 
great hopes for the future. 

38 A.A. (M) SIGNAL SQUADllO~, T.A. 

Uothe1·bam. 
September 

A day was spent on the Totley Range in beautiful autumn 
sunshine. The new recruits did quite well. After twice 
being given strawberries and cream, one man scored a bull 
with his next shot and an inner at three o'clock on his 
neighbour's target. 

Signalman and Mrs. Foers, recently married, were guests 
of honour at our monthly social. The invitation was extended 
to the relatives of the happy couple, and O.C. Squadron 
presented gifts on behalf of their comrades. 

During the month the A.T.S. visited the C.I.D., Wake
field, under arrangements made by Subaltern D. G. Field
house. The photography section, fingerprints and modus 
operandi departments were visited, and the visit proved 
entirely successful. On the return journey a rounders game 
was organised, providing some hilarious incidents. 

Our second week-end camp took place at Lodge Moor 
P.O.W. Camp, in conjunction with 37 Squadron, of Leeds. 
A Brigade Signal Office Scheme was organised and the D.R.s 
revelled in the mud on the rough riding course. 

National Recruiting Week saw A.T.S. members of the 
Squadron on duty at a stall in the foyer of the local cinema. 
So far the response bas been worthy of the effort, but it is 
felt that interest in the T.A. is still not sufficiently aroused 
among the civilian population. 

No. 14 A.A. pl) SIGNAL REGDlENT, TA. 

Liverpool 
September 

As was mentioned in our last contribution, the Unit took 
part in the installation and maintenance, not forgetting the 
actual operation, of the line communications at the Liverpool 
Tattoo. 

Good work was performed by both Permanent Staff and 
T.A. personnel. Even those only able to attend on one of 
the three nights, and therefore on duty in the nether regions, 
enjoyed the work and b...oeame quite adept at dealing with 
small boys whose one ambition was to see "how it works," 
and in acting as foster-mother to lost children who somehow 
got directed to the Signal Office. 

Official figures show that over 100,000 people visited the 
tattoo; on one occasion it seemed as if they were all in the 
Signals Exhibition at the same time ! 

We regret to announce the resignation, through ill health, 
of W.O.II L. G. Easdown, A.T.S., noted as the first A.T.S. 
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to join any Territorial ·Unit with her husband on 1st May 
lat year. 

We wi~h to congratulate Corporal J. Dow, 33 Squadron, 
on the birth of a dau~hter on 17th J uly. Congratulations 
also to Sergeant E. Griffiths, who married Private Dorothy 
Chapman, A.T.~., on 21st August, and Corporal C. T. A. 
Law, .who ~rned Corporal Lilian M ay M atthews, A.T.S., 
all being acnve members of this Unit. 

Social activities start on Saturday 9th October with a 
Serg 'M , , 

. eants ess Dance, which should open the season with 
a big bang (or at any rate splash) and should whet the appetite 
of all for further entertainment. 

Like a famous firm of advertisers, we have " Branches in 
all large towns," our parish now covering Liverpool, Man
chester, Cardiff, Newport and Runcorn. 

No. 12 A.A. GROUP (H) SIGNAi. REGIMENT, T .A. 

Bristol 
September 

The. Regiment's annual camp took place at Haxland, on 
the fringe of the New Forest, near the Solent, from 25th 
July to .8th August. It ~as an excellent site and particularly 
w_ell smted to our reqmrements, although perhaps a little 
distant from the nearest "local." We are afraid that we shall 
be forced to go elsewhere next year as our strength has risen 
well beyond the capacity of the camp. 

There is no doubt that everyone enjoyed themselves and 
we are most grateful to our C.S.O., who by arrangement with 
the Weather Clerk ensured that the camp coincided with the 
only heat-wave of the year. 

. Training went extremely well and by the end of the fort
rught over 60 trade ratings were gained. 

Outings to visit Portsmouth Dockyard, RA.F. Station, 
Calshot, Bournemouth and the Isle of Wight were a great 
success. As. the camp was only ten minutes' walk from the 
Solent, ba~g was a most popular pastime. About a third 
of the Urut passed the rigorous swimming test set by the 
Colonel. 

The weather, which had been unbelievably kind, was not 
good on our sports day. Although a number of heats in 
the team games were played, the main items had to be aban
doned. We all regretted that the baseball match Officers' 
Mess ~er~us .the Ladies of the Cookhouse, could not be played. 
The similanty of the baseball bat to the rolling pin may 
account for such good players amongst the A.T.S. cooks. 
The other A.~.S. were also most adept at this game. 

We would like to record our appreciation of the work done 
by the party from 2 A.A. Group (M) Signal Regiment who 
prepared the camp for us. This happy band of stal~arts 
who called themselves the "Glow-worms," contributed in n~ 
small way to the success of the camp. 
Th~ undou!>ted highlight of the camp was the concert 

held 10 the local village hall at the end of the second week. 
Nobody had gu~d that the Unit possessed such an array 
of talented entertamers, and great credit is due to all con
cerned in. ~rran~ng this memorable performance. 

Our VlS1tors mcluded Major-General Dewing GO C 
2 .A.A. Group, Brigadier Rogers, C.S.O. A.A. Comdian~ a·nd 
L1eut~t-Colonel McGregor, C.S.O. 2 A.A. Group. 

This camp was the first occasion on which the Regiment 
had been together as a whole and everyone regretted having 
to part and return to our widely scattered drill halls or to 
be ~P to date, should they be called T.A. Centres ? 

Smee the camp we have been busy getting the decks cleared 
~or the T.A. Recruiti?g Drive, and already a 10 per cent. 
mcrease has been achieved. 

Finally I would like to say how pleased we were to see 
our old ~riends tti: :Royal Signals Motor Cycle Display Team 
once agam, who visited most of our areas and gave their usual 
excellent show. 

IMPOSTOR 
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Ne. 11 A.A. (!ti) SIGNAL REGDIENT, T . A.. 

Our last notes came from Langham whilst we were half
way through our camp. The second week of camp was even 
more successful than the first and there was a general feeling 
?f regret wh~n the Q.M . began calling in the bedding so early 
10 the morning. after the "last night" celebrations. 

. The D.R. Trials res~ted in a win for 23 Squadron, with 
S1~~lman Parker secur10g first place in the individual com
peuuon. !h~ D.R.s are now preparing themselves for the 
London District Motor Cycle Trials on 26th September. 

The A.T.S. Drill Competition was keenly contested and 
won by the 22 Squadron team under Corporal Colombo 
(Sergeant Jim Kirby's heel ball and elbow grease w~ 
rewarded.) 

R.S.M. " Mungo " Park left for Civvy Street with flying 
colours after a nocturnal episode of which the less said the 
better. Sergeant Walker has recently joined us from the 6th 
~h<?rne Division~ Signal Regiment and is settling himself 
m with the Norwich Detachment. 
S~nce camp our canteens have been doing a roaring trade, 

parucularly at Brompton Road, where consumption has 
mcreased f<;>urfold. Major Sard is already building up a 
hu.ge stock m preparation for the night that the bounties are 
paid out. T wo-o-Svc 

BRISTOi. U NIVERSITY TRAININ G CORPS, T .A . 

Signal UnJt 
October 

Undergraquates of this University are now numbered 
among those recruit.s who have joined the newly-formed 
U.T.C. (T .A.). Owmg to the nation-wide recruiting drive 
and also, maybe, to the smoothly-worded pamphlet composed 
by the Permanent Staff and sent to each "fresher," we have 
trebled our strength. We hereby send warning to all West 
Country " hams " to clear the air on Wednesdays and 
Sundays. 
~o all cadets who have left us and are now doing their 

~auonal Service in Catterick and O.C.T.U.s we send greet
mgs an~ remind you that the office door at 22 Berkeley 
Square IS always open to you. 

The annual bounty was paid out last week and we swear 
that tears of unbelieving joy and gratitude shone in the eyes 
even of the hardened and hard-up medical types. 

The annual camp this year was in the form of an attach
ment to the .Royal Marines at Blarrick, near Torpoint, in 
Cornw~. Situated almost on the seashore, it was ideal both 
for tramm~ ~d .recreation. Our wireless and cable trucks 
became familiar sights on this stretch of the beautiful Cornish 
coast, ~nd despite some tricky local conditions, all schemes 
were highly suc~essful. The climax of two weeks' hard work 
~me when Ma1or W. C. Burke, S.0., South-Western Dis
~1ct, ~nducted the Certificate " B " (Signals) examination, 
m which all cadets were su~cessful. Another highlight was 
the ~st T.A. pay parade, which was celebrated in true student 
fashion. 

The two members of the Permanent Staff are Captain w. 
1'. M .. Gas~ell, Royal Signals, who is shortly leaving on a 
pre-uruvers1ty course at Catterick, and S.S.M. R. D . Francis, 
who sends salaams to all who knew him in India and Burma 
1937-45. , 

KAY 

Do you know the address of your local Branch 
of the Signals Association? If not, write to the 
General Secretary, 88 Eccleston Square, London, 
S.W.l. 
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Wanstead and Woodford Road Safety Week 

October 
T he activities of this Unit, in common with all others, have 

been concentrated on the N ational Recruiting Drive. The 
H .Q. of the North-West Essex campaign has been made at 
<>ur Centre, and the several meetings held have all been well 
attended, and much has been arranged and proposed to cover 
t he next six months. · 

Unit activity has been in no way neglected, and our various 
training programmes are well under way. 

We have been much encouraged by the arrival of recruits, 
and from camp till the first week in October our strength bas 
increased by 25 men and women. We have not so far bad 
the benefit of the present campaign, so we are very hopeful. 
T he Prill Hall (or should I say "Centre"?) is liberally be
:flagged anti posted, and the P .S.I.s, under R.S.M. Payne, 
have put in a lot of hard work pruning trees in the grounds 
so that we can be more readily seen from the roadway. 

Week-end camps have been very popular, the most interest
ing being that of No. 1 Squadron. T wenty-five officers and 
men spent the week-end in Epping Forest putting up two 
m iles of line of varying types. T hey slept rough in the Drill 

UNDERGRADUATES IN THE T.A. 
By R. D. FRANCIS 

EARLY .this year all Universio/' Contingents of the Senior 
Trammg Corps became Umts of the T.A. with the new 

title "University Training Corps (T.A.)." Students may 
enlist for two, three or four years and are entitled to the 
same rates of pay, bounty and allowances as other members 
of the T .A. 

The object of the U.T.C. scheme is mainly to give basic 
military training to those students who have had their whole
time military service deferred and to give them every assis
tance in preparation for their National Service. In addition, 
ex-Service students may be given special training with a view 
to obtaining T.A. commissions and ex-officers trained as Staff 
<>fficers. 

Each contingent has its own Regular Army P .S.O.s, W.0.s 
and N .C.0.s, and has a generous allotment of vehicles and 
equipment. One Infantry Company and one Royal Signals 
Sub-Unit is common to all establishments, but the larger 
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Hall (or Centre) and were fed by four volunteers from our 
A.T.S., who with one exception were not experienced in 
what amounted almost to field cooking. They made a very 
good job of it too. The camp went off without incident, 
unless one can consider the disturbance oJ true love in one 
of the deeper glades by an exactly sited pole as being an 
incident. The affair would probably have assumed greater 
proportions had it not been for the expert handling of Major 
"Jimmie" James, a pastmaster in such affairs and their 
solution. 

On Sunday, 3rd October, a pleasant day was spent on the 
ranges at Purfleet. The shooting was not as good as we 
hoped for but good enough to enable those who had not 
previously qualified to do so. 

One of the most pleasing features of our intake of recruits 
bas been the arrival of several old friends. We sincerely 
hope that this is a feature that will be steadily maintained. 

We put on a small show during the Wanstead and Wood
ford Road Safety Week. Two teleprinters and wireless 
stations were rigged up. They were very popular and several 
ex-Signals types got their hands in again. Our D.R.s gave 
quite an impressive show; their turn-out was first class. 

universities have R.A., R.E. and R.A.C. elements in addition. 
The Signal Sub-Unit is designed to give a general training 

in the principles of signalling, and more especially in the 
role of the Infantry Brigade Signal Troop and the R.A. 
Regiment Signal Troop. Besides the use of other Signal 
equipment, it includes the deployment and maintenance of 
light line equipment, also radio, both static and mobile. 

A number of "freshers" joining the U.T.C. (T.A.) have 
received previous training up to Certificate " A " standard 
from their old schools J.T.C. and A.C.F., and welcome, 
indeed, from the Signals standpoint are those who wear the 
crossed flags of the classified signaller. During the present 
recruiting drive, before the commencement of the university 
year, a pleasing feature has been the number of ex-Service 
students who have signed on. These will form a backbone 
that will strengthen and enhance all contingents throughout 
the country. 

It is hoped that training these young students in the help
ful and happy atmosphere of the U.T.C. will make them 
valuable members of the T.A. for many years to come. 

J99 



Fi siting 
011 tl1e Swale 

My fir t introduction to Catterick was grim. Feet and 
feet of snow and more to come. The camp was buried 

for da s, the buses couldn't get out of the depot, and everyone 
in the place clearing roads. That was early on in the war. 
The were happy days, though, and I never regret my three 
years' duty there. The happy companionship of the Mess, 
the team spirit of the O.C.T.U., and above all the Corps. 

This article, however, is about fishing, particularly the 
Swale, a river of super fish, magnificent scenery, and full of 
natural history. Since those early days I have fished many 
river in England, Scotland and abroad, but to my mind there 
is only one river worth fishing, and that is the Swale. 

The fishing available within easy reach of the camp is from 
Catterick Bridge Hotel to Marske Bridge. It is controlled 
by the Bridge Hotel Easby Abbey Estates and the Richmond 
Angling Society. Day tickets can be obtained on these 
stretches and any fair methods can be used. In my opinion 
the best part of the river lies b::tween the Swimming Pool 
above Richmond and Marske .Bridge, and this is for fly 
fishing only. 

To anyone taking up fishing the first question is cost of 
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Branch Notes 

Birmingham October 

Perhaps I had better start by telling you what I remember 
of the Birmingham branch annual dinner. It will not do to 
remind you of the huge membership of this branch in case 
you should be surprised and possibly astonished to learn that 
approximately 110 members sat down to an excellent meal, 
the main item of which was roast beef and Yorkshire. On 
this pleasant evening of 2nd October we regretted the absence 
of the other 800 or so members who had prior engagements. 
We were delighted to have as our guest of honour Colonel 
A. W. Roberts, M.c., and we trust that this will be the first 
of many visits. Brigadier E. A. James, O.B.E., T.D., our 
Branch President, proposed the loyal toast. Thereafter, 
speeches of considerable interest and commendable brevity 
were made by Major Frank Braine, Mr. Carl Brown (Assis
tance and Welfare), Captain Ralph Ironmonger (Hon. Secre
tary) and Colonel A. W. Roberts, who interested us all very 
much with an explanation of the work done by Association 
Headquarters. We shall do well, he told us, to remember 
that the primary object of the Association is to help some of 
our less fortunate comrades. \Ve hope, of course, that we 
shall never need such helo ourselves. The amount of hard
ship is indeed surprising.-

Messages of apology for enforced absence and wishes for 
the success of the evening were received from Colonel F. E. 
B. Jones, o.B.E., T.D., who was confined to his bed by an 
unsympathetic do: tor. From Major Martin Chatterley, T.D., 
who was in Brussels detained on business (it said in the 
message). Colonel J. W. Danielson, o.s.o., T.D., was particu
larly sorry to have missed this gathering but his business 
affairs took him to Canada. He will be glad to know that 
we had a most enjoyable evening and that his name in par
ticular brought forth a special cheer from the old gentlemen 
of the 1914-18 RE. Signals, who were present in considerable 
force. Bless their curly locks. As Ralph so truly said, " But 

tackle. It is possible to buy very cheap equipment, but my 
advice i buy the best. I am still using ta~kle purchased over 
eight years ago, and it is as good as the day it was bought. 
M y fly rod has stood up to a week's salmon fishing in Scot
land and is being used again this week for the same purpose, 
proof that quality pays. Go to a good dealer and get his 
advice, and you won't be let down. 

I am not writing this as a lesson on how to fish because 
I am still learning. After many years at the game, I am 
always finding out something new. I do recommend, how
ever, a book on trout fishing written by H. D . Turing, which 
will not only put the beginner on the right road but bas many 
useful tips for the average angler. If anyone is sufficiently 
interested to contact the Secretary of the Richmond Club, 
he will get the best advice possible, and any member will be 
only too pleased to take the novice with him and show him 
the ropes. 

At the time of writing trout are out of season, but between 
the Old Bridge at Richmond and Easby Abbey there is some 
of .the finest grayling fishing in England. I can thoroughly 
recommend fishing here for these fish. More than one kind 
of grayling has been caught in this stretch of the Swale, as 
I know to my dismay, for the C.O. was once presented with 
a chub for breakfast. 

Finally, I would like to wish newcomers to Catterick the 
best of sport tight lines, and the good fellowship it was my 
privilege to have when stationed there. 

for them there would have been no Birmingham branch for 
us to build on in 1945." Colonel M. E. Holdsworth and 
Colonel P. H . Jones, M.C., T.D., were there looking as though 
time had dealt lightly with them. Major David Allen hasn't 
altered very much. Lieutenant Bob Danielsen looks rather 
heavier than when he arrived home from a tour in the Offiags. 
Cyril Goffe and Bill Galpin remain unchanged, and in 
civvies. Shame! A large clique of old 48th Divisional Sig
nals got together and some history became even more garbled. 
Mr. Carl Brown, after talking about the welfare work with 
which he deals so efficiently, handed Colonel Roberts a cheque 
for fifteen guineas as a contribution to the Benevolent Fund. 
Space does not permit a full report of the interesting speeches 
made, even if I could be sure of your interest outside Bir
mingham, but Brigadier E. A. James voiced the thoughts 
of many when he said that today one finds most of the esprit 
de corps amongst the Old Comrades and, of course, with the 
long service Regular soldiers who will eventually become 
Old Comrades themselves. 

Now, having taken up so much of your time, if you are 
still reading, let us go back to the monthly meeting, which, 
believe it or not, took place on the last Thursday in Septem
ber at the Crown Hotel, Broad Street. You know, the place 
most members think about on the last Friday or the first 
Saturday in the month. Well, this time some of you really 
did miss a grand gathering. I haven't seen such a jolly crowd 
for a long time. All back from their holidays perhaps. 
Major Max Keeling, looking very fit, paid us a visit. Captain 
E. H . " Pop " Offord also took us by surprise. Both were 
more than welcome. Mr. H. M. Watson, on a business visit 
from London, was vastly entertained. Mr. S. H. Atkins, a 
newcomer, claims to have run across country in company 
with Joe Cotterell. Where is Joe anyway? Ex-C.S.M. Bob 
Arnott wants to know where Lieutenant John Richardson 
hides. The one who commanded 35 Signal Park. Mr. D. 
W. Wright enquires for Lieutenant (T.M.0 .) Stevenson, orice 
of 8 Corps Signals when they were at Bakewell in 1940, if 
they ever were. 

Cheer up! I am going to refer yet again to the dishearten
ing lack of response from hundreds of Birmingham members, 
many of whom apparently do not even trouble to read the 
informative circulars compiled and sent out by the Hon. 
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Secretary, assisted by the ever-willing Miss Jean Hopkins, 
one of our A.T.S. Committee members. There is a lot of 
work in sending out information to one thousand addresses. 
I only mention this in case it hadn't occurred to you. Unless 
Birmingham members take more interest in our activities it 
is feared that the branch will slide downhill until it reaches 
the more solid foundation of the real enthusiasts, who num
ber less than two hundred. An appalling thought and a 
tragic possibility. 

It is up to all of us to gather round in force and keep this 
big branch on top. No one could have worked harder or 
for longer hours than Captain Ralph Ironmonger, and it will 
be a mortal blow if he should throw in his hand as hon. 
secretary at the end of this season. So let us have the devil 
of a crowd at the Crown Inn, Broad Street, on Thursday, 
25th November, at 8 p.m. 

Look out for our next screamingly funny instalment. 
BARLEUX 

Huddersfield September 
Hon. Secretary: Mr. K . Hiley, 44 Ashenhurst Road, 

Newsome, Huddersfield. 
The Huddersfield Branch of the Royal Signals Association 

has been in existence for some time now, from February, 
1947, in fact, but this is the first time we have shone our 
light out from behind the bushel. 

Huddersfield was a scene of great activity of the Corps 
during the war years, and our numbers include quite a few 
members who have decided to make it their permanent head
quarters after demob., some of them even marrying the native 
population in the process. . 

Captain Frank Newman (T.M.0.) is our guiding star and 
presides at our meetings on the first Monday of the month 
at the Grown Hotel, Westgate, at 8 p.m. 

At our last meeting we decided to lay on some further 
entertainment, and Messrs. Tute, Edwards and Hiley were 
duly nominated on to an entertainments committee, and 
providing nobody treads on our hands on the way home we 
will render a report on their activities in due course. 

We have already survived a motor coach outing to Dunford 
Bridge, which was enjoyed by all taking part. 

We will conclude these brief notes by extending an invita
tion to any member of the Corps who happens to be in 
Huddersfield to drop in and look us up. You will be assured 
of a hearty welcome, and it is quite possible you will meet 
someone who knows you (although you can always deny it, 
of course). EEEJEE 

Wnrriugton October 
Here is 'the Warrington branch calling again. Truly a 

little branch, but a branch whose roots have at last struck. 
Our first year is over with a membership of approximately 50. 

There must be hundreds of ex-Signals living in our area, 
which consists of Runcorn and Widnes, who have never heard 
of our branch. How can we get the news to them? When 
you have finished with this copy of THE WIRE, please pass 
it on to your friends, and if any new friends do read of this 
branch, we welcome them to our monthly meeting, held at 
8 o'clock on the first Monday of each month in the British 
Legion, Warrington. On the mention of the British Legion, 
I must record our gratitude to them for allowing us to use 
their premises for our meetings. 

We held our annual general meeting on 4th October, our 
President, Colonel J. J. Graham, Royal Signals, presiding. 
The following committee was elected: -Chairman, Colonel 
R. Jackson, Royal Signals; Vice-Chairman, Mr. S. E. Poole; 
Treasurer, Mr. Mee (re-elected); Secretary Mr. Wyke (re
elected); members, Mr. Palling, Mr. Tracey. Also a Social 
Committee of five members was formed, under the able 
guidance of Mr. Palling. 

Our thanks to Mr. Bennett (ex-chairman) and to Mr. Wyke 
(secretary) for their hard work during the year. 

The President gave a brief resume of the year's activities 
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and the Treasurer a brief statement of the healthy accounts. 
The branch has had a fairly successful social year, including 
a dance, two hot-pots and a games evening. All we now want 
is a larger membership. 

We hope the Social Committee have a good programme 
up their sleeves, and that at the next annual general meeting 
we can look back and say, " An even better year than the 
previous one." 

With the " best" to all serving and ex-members of the 
Corps, I say " Cheerio " for the time being. 

STAPOO 

Coventry nnd Distrif't 

The branch really got into its stride for the autumn season 
recently when the first dance of the season was held. A 
very good crowd indeed turned up, equal to two-thirds of 
the total strength of the branch. Music was provided by 
the usual efficient quartet, and as an evening's fun it was 
one of the best we have had. 

On 2nd November, in response to numerous requests, we 
have another of our popular coach trips, this time to 
Warwick. The year finishes with a "real good do on 14th 
December, which is the date of our annual Christmas party 
and dance. 

For the benefit of Coventrian readers of THE WIRE who 
are not members of the branch as yet (and we think there 
must be a few), this branch meets on the first Tuesday in 
each month at the Charterhouse Hotel, Terry Road, Lower 
Stoke, at 8 p.m. Details of membership can be obtained from 
the Hon. Secretary, I. G. Davies, "Rosemary," Upper Rose
mary Hill, Kenilworth. A monthly news bulletin is issued 
to all members giving full details of branch activities. 

Brisfoi October 
This month has opened with a swing. After an initial 

disappointment when the skittles team lost to the Wiltshire 
Regiment O.C.A. on 2nd October, the much-vaunted (much
vaunted in these columns anyway!) team beat the North 
Somerset Yeomanry O.C.A. in one of the most enjoyable 
matches played so far. The next night-the 8th October
we held our regular monthly meeting, when a record number 
of members turned up to meet our President, Brigadier G. 
L. G. Pollard, C.B.E. This was the first meeting he had been 
able to attend since he accepted the office a couple of months 
ago, but he made his visit all the more memorable with an 
inspiring though informal talk to the members. I t is a pity 
that Brigadier Pollard lives in such an (almost) inaccessible 
spot, which makes it v:ery difficult for him to attend the 
meetings more regularly. However, here's hoping to see a 
lot more of you and to bear a lot more from you, sir. 

By the time these notes appear in THE WIRE our Annual 
Dinner will be just a pleasant memory. As things are going 
at the moment, it promises to be a terrific evening. One chap 
is coming all the way from Yorkshire to meet some of his old 
"regimentals," and we have news of others coming from 
considerable distances. Brigadier Pollard will be in the chair 
and Brigadier Murphy and Colonel Roberts will be repre
senting Association Headquarters. 

We got plenty of welcome publicity from the visit of the 
Display Team. One of our own members (Major Keeling) 
introduced the team and gave an amusing running commen
tary on the display, which was given to a capacity crowd. 
The ovation they got was terrific, and more than one spec
tator was heard to remark that the speedway riders had 
nothing on the Signals riders ! What surprised me most 
was that so many of the riders were National Service men. 

To revert to skittles. The first league match was played 
on 16th September, when we lost to the Royal Marines 
O.C.A., but we regained some measure of dignity on 23rd 
September, when we trounced the Sappers. That makes us 
just about even with two victories and two losses. Our 
skittles members are terrifically keen and, lose or win, every 

401 



match ha been unanimously voted a fine evening. We have 
to pla • the W.A.A.F. O.C.A. next December-yes, I said 
W.A.A.F. and mean W.A.A.F. ! Here's hoping they stick 
to beer th ugh ! 

Unfortunately, I have to report another resignation. Our 
Vice-Chairman, Major J. S. Hill, has found it necessary to 
resign office owing to pressure of work. We offer him our 
thank for the work he bas done during the last few months 
and now that we shall see him at some of our monthly 
meetings still. 

Mr. J. S. Stuart bas taken on the onerous duty of running 
the employment register. We have every confidence in him 
and wi h him all the best in his task. 

That's all for this month, chaps. All the best from Bristol, 
and here to end with is our diary of activities for the next 
month or so: 

• 'o"· 4.--Sl<lttles "· R.A.F. Gremlins. 
No''· .--Skittle v. R.N. and R.M. O.C.A. 

'ov. 12.-Monthly meeting at the "Old Duke." 
• ov. 13.-Annual Dinner at the Grand Hotel, Bristol. 
• 'o''. 18.--Skittles v. Pioneers O.C.A. 
• 'ov. 26.-Sl<lttles v. R.E. O.C.A. 
Dec. 10.-Monthly meeting;" Old Duke." 

SPORTS NOTES 

RUGBY 
Prospects for the Rugby season, 1948/49, are quite good. 

Royal Signals, Catterick, expect to have a very useful side 
again this year. 

FIXTURE LIST 
Sept. 4.-v. Northern Seven-a-side, at Newcastle (lost in semi-finals). 
Sept. 11.-v. Huddersfield, at H uddersfield (won 22~). 
Sept. 16.-v. Melrose, at Melrose (lost 3~). 
Sept. 2S.-v. Durham City, at Catterick (won 33-S). 

*Oct. 6.-v. R.M.A., at Sandhurst (won 30--0). 
Oct. 9.-v. H.M.S. " Ceres," at Cauccick (won 74--0). 
Oct. 30.-v. Percy Park, at North Shields. 

*Nov. 3.-v. Royal Artillery, a t Canerick. 
*Nov. 10.-v. Oxford University Greyhounds, at Oxford . 
Nov. 13.-v. Hillhead lligh School F.P ., at Glasgow. 
''ov. 17.-v. R. E.M.E., at Canerick. 

*Dec. 1.-v. Royal Engineers, at Ripon. 
Dec. 4.-v. Billingham, at Billingham. 
Dec. 11.-v. H .M.S. "Ceres," at Wetherby. 
Jan. 5 .-v. Scottish Wayfarers, at Edinburgh. 

*Jan. 19.-v. St. Mary's H osp ital, at London. 
Jan. 22.-v. Billingham, a t Catterick. 
Feb. 5.-v. Halifax, at H alifax. 

*Feb. 16.-v. R .A.0 .C ., at Catterick. 
Feb. 26.-v. Percy Park, nt Canerick. 
Mar. 5.-v. St. Bartholomew's Hospital, at London. 
Apr. 2.-v. D urham City, at D urham. 

*Apr. 18.-v. Pontypridd, at Pontypridd (Easter Tour). 
*Apr. 20 .-v. Ebbw Vale, at Ebbw Vale (Easter Tour). 

Apr. 23.-v. Huddersfield, at Catterick. 
Invitation Seven-a-Side Tournaments. 

• Corps representative matches. 

It is hoped that members of the Corps, both serving and 
those in civilian life, will go and suppor t the team when it 
is playing in their district. It would be very nice to see a 
number of G lasgow supporters at the Hillhead match at 
Hughenden, Glasgow, on 13th November; of Edinburgh 
supporters on the Fettes College ground at Edinburgh on 
5~ January; of Londoners on the St. Mary's ground at T ed
dmgton on 19th January, or at the Barts match at Chislehurst 
on 5th March; and a Welsh contingent at Pontypridd on 
18th April ; or Ebbw Vale on 20th April, would be welcome. 

Although they have lost Second-Lieutenant Glynn Davies 
(Wales), who bas gone up to Cambridge University, and 
Second-Lieutenant J. K. Williams, the Lancashire forward, 
and most of last year's "fifteen," there are some newcomers 
who are expected to do well and the side should be stronger 
than last year, when they beat such clubs as Huddersfield, 
Roundhay, Headingley and St. Mary's Hospital. The Rugby 
Sub-Committee consists of Major G . M. Fraser, Major K. 
M . Evans, Captain P. D . Parker and Captain P . S. Westma
cott. Second-Lieutenant N . M. Hall (England), happily, has 

quite recovered from his eye injury and captains the side. 
Second-Lieutenant I. S. Gloag (Army and Yorkshire) plays 
on the left wing and it is expected that Captain T. G. H. 
Jackson (Scotland) will be playing on the right wing when 
he arrives in Catterick at the end of October. 

Signalman Mason (Rugby) is a very useful scrum-half who 
bas already pleased the Yorkshire selectors, and he and Hall 
may well figure as the Army halves. Lance-Corporal Tranter, 
Corporal Gaunt, Second-Lieutenant Taylor and Signalman 
Cross play in the Yorkshire trial on 13th October, and in 
addition to those already mentioned, Corporal Froom, Sig
nalman Johnson, Second-Lieutenant J. Hall, with Sergeant 
Rees and Signalman Anderson (reserves), are playing in the 
Northern Command v. Yorkshire match at Harrogate on 
20th October. 

The season started by our sending a " seven " to take part 
in the Northern " Seven-a-side " at Newcastle, in which the 
Scottish Border clubs, who seem to play this game all the 
year round, figured prominently. Our " seven," without 
much practice, did well enough to get into the semi-final, 
where they were beaten by Kelso, who ultimately won the 
competition. 

On 11th September Huddersfield was visited and a good 
g3me ended in a win· for Signals by 22 points to 6. 

On 16th September a long journey to Melrose was under
taken and once again the Scottish club defeated us before a 
good crowd of enthusiastic home supporters. Hall, Mason 
and Gloag bad been playing in a Yorkshire trial the evening 
before (Bob Oakes' XV v. Otley), at Otley, and were feeling 
the effects of this hard game; in fact, G loag could not turn 

· out owing to an injured ankle and a last-minute " switch
over" of the tbreequarter line was necessary, with Bamford, 
who bad travelled as.reserve, taking his place. The game was 
a very robust one, characterised by strenuous fornard play 
and good tackling on both sides. For Signals, Hall kicked 
a penalty goa.J.. and Melrose replied with a penalty goal, and 
a dropped goal in the last few minutes won them the match 
by 6 points to 3. 

The first home match was against Durham City on 25th 
September, and the result was Royal Signals (Catterick) 
35 points, D urham City 5. 

On 6th October RM.A. (Sandhurst) were defeated at 
Camberley by 30 points to 0. 

On 9th October H.M.S. Ceres were defeated at Catterick 
by 74 points to 0. The visitors never gave up trying but 
were overwhelmed. 

Although Signals were without N. M. Hall, Mason, Tran
ter, Cross, Gaunt, Froggett and Johnson, the substitutes were 
most effective, and with J. Hall hooking well, Couch at 
scrum-half giving a good service, the backs gave a brilliant 
display, the inter-passing of Rees and G loag being good to 
watch. 

Before long the Army Cup, County and Army Trial games 
will be in full swing and many of our players will be very 
busily engaged. 

BAINBRIDGE & CO. 
for 

BADGIES •B U TTON S • CAP S 

Full Range of .Goods in S tock 

Regimental Outfi tters 

MA R KET PI. ACE , RICH H 0 ND 

(opp. King's Head Hotel) 
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Save through 

Office Savings 

buy National 

the Post 

Bank or 

Sav ings 

Certificates 

Ask your 

UNIT SAVINGS 
OFFICER 

for full particulars 

H. M . FOR CES SAV I NGS CO MMITTEE 
LON D ON . S.W .7. 
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THE-MATCH FOR THE 
BRITISH FORCES 

BRITISH MADE BY BRYANT & MAY 

It's Time You Took Some 
VENO'S! 

A nasty cough can pull you down. 
It's time yoti took some VENO'S I 
You will quickly feel better as 
VENO'S relieves those coughing 
attacks, soothes the soreness in the 
chest and ends that tickling in the 
throat. If you cough badly at 
night, take a dose when you go to 
bed. VENO'S is really splendid 
for COUGHS," CH ESTY " COLDS, 
BRONCHITIS, HOARSENESS and 
NIGHT COUGHS. 

IS IT SMARTING? 
A cut finger, a gashed th~b, .a shin graze, sore 
toes-they're all liable to poison if negle~ed. Dust 
or dirt infected by germs, can delay healing, set up 
infl.anu'nation often with serious consequences. The 
remedy and the safeguard is to apply Germolene 
Ointment. Germolene has the power .to draw out 
"matter" or pus from the affected skin. .It stops 
itching and inflammation almost at once-it draws 
fresh tissue building blood to the area to hasten the 
form~tion of new skin. You will find Germolene 

a great standby. 

\\'(OU HAVE SKIN Tl~O\)S\.~ 
THERE~ ALWAYS 

~~rmo&na 
~--;;;.,~~ ASEPTIC OINTMENT 

1 /6 and 3/8 inclu ding Purchase Tax. 
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N·AAFI SERVES 

8k<!/~ 
No one but you owns Naafi ... No one but you, the 

Service man or woman, benefits from Naafi facilities or Naafi 

profits ! Naafi is the means by which the Forces buy wholesale, to sell to the 
Forces retail, retaining for the Forces all surpluses! Help yourself by 

patronizing Naafi ! 

NAAFI 
THE OFFICIAL CANTEEN ORGANISATION FOR H.M. FORCES IN WAR AND PEACE 

RUXLEY TOWERS CLAYGATE ES H E R 

Prifttff lft G1 .. 1 lrtleln 

SURREY 
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Of particular interest to 
members and ex-members .of 

The Royal Corps of Signals 
The Indian Army 

and especially of 

The Fifth Indian Division 

REPORT MY SIGNALS 
(Book Society Recommendation) 

by .ANTONY BRETT-JAMES 
(Formerly a Brigade Signals Officer with the Fifth Indian Division) 

This book is a memorable tribute to the Indian linemen, operators, drivers, 
and despatch riders with whom. the author had the honour of working and 
campaigning from Alamein to Rangoon. It is also a timely reminder of the 
indestructible bond between Indian and British fighting-men, forged in 
common struggle. Illustrated with 17 half-tone plates (including 15 pencil

sketches by the author) and 2 maps. 15 /-net 

N.B.- The 'I st impression was · oversold on publication 
(November 15th), and a reprint should be avail

able in the bookshops before Christmas 
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THE WIRE 
The Corps Magazine of the 

ROYA..L SIGNALS 

The Off.icial Organ of the 

SIGNALS ASSOCIATION 

All correspondence and notes for 

" The Wire" should be addressed to: 

The Editor," The Wire," 88 Eccleston 

Square, London, S.W.1. 

Remittances should be made payable 

to : Royal Signals Association. Sub- · 

scription rates (post free, except air 

mail): Twelve months, 10s.; single 

m_onth, l s. 
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V olume 2 New Series N o. 12 

PRIC:E1 ONE SOii.LiNG 

O
N another page we publish a report of the conclusions of a Committee 

to decide the future of T dE WmE. 
It is to continue at any rate until December, 19-l9. 
BUT-AND IT IS A VERY BIG BUT-ITS CONTINUANCE EVEN 

UNTIL THEN DEPENDS ON YOU. 
In your representations to the Committee you h9.ve asked for i.mprovc;-

ments without increase of price. 
At present each copy of THE WmE costs 2/- to print. Yo:i pay only 1/-. 
We have to sell at least twice the numbers of oopies to make it pay. 
The Editorial Staff consists of TWO, b::ith p1rt-timers. One a serving 

officer, the other a retired officer who has m:my other duties in the Associ1tion 

Offices. 
You ask for more short stories. More feature articles. More humour. 

YOU MUST PROVIDE THESE. 
You will find details of a competition for the best article or short story 

on another pi1ge. We are offering a prize of £3 for the best. 
BUT THE CRUX OF THE MATTER IS SALES. 
We publish a list of b:tlk sales to Units. Please read it, and compar.: 

your Regimen~ or Squadron with others. Then do something. 
Make your resolution for 1949 to HELP "THE WIRE" TO . KEEP 

GOING. 

%l ~appp <!bristmns to pou all 

As " The Wire ,, goes to pr ess, the bells are ringing, the 
flags flying in London. The British Commonwealth and 
the Empire rejoices in the birth of a Royal Prince. 

On behalf of all r anks Royal Signals, past and present, 
we offer our heartiest congratulations to H.R.H. The 
Princess Elizabeth and H.R.H. The Duke of Edinburgh. 



REPORT OF A ~IEETING 

at the Offices of the Royal 
Slb'nals Association to discuss 

TUE F1JTUJ E OF " TUE \VIRE " 

Present: Brigadier W. C. V. Galwey, O.B.E., M.C., Com
mandant S.T.C. (Chairman); Colonel A. W. Roberts, M.C., 
General Secretary, Royal Signals Association; Brigadier 
E. J. Murphy, c.B.E., Royal Signals Association; Lieutenant
Colonel J. S. Yule, o.B.E., Editor, Royal Signals Journal 
(attended the latter half of the meeting); Lieutenant-Colonel 
H. R. Firth, Editor, TuE WIRE (at present) ; Lieutenant- • 
Colonel L. A. E. Tozer, late Editor THE WIRE; Captain 
L. N. Lloyd, Royal Signals Association, Editorial Assistant. 

1. After a certain amount of general discussion Brigadier 
Galwey read a series of extracts from letters giving the 
views of Regiments and Brigades of the Association which 
had been collected by him in reference to a questionnaire. 
On investigation it was found that of the suggestions made 
a certain number were impracticable though otherwise 
praiseworthy. A number had already been carried into effect 
and a few were accepted by the Committee which will be 
referred to later. 

2. The Committee then discussed the general question of 
sales, and from figures produced it was clear that bulk sales 
of THE WIRE to Regiments show: (a) very considerable 
variation as. between Regiments of equivalent strength and 
function; (b) overall an extremely low figure of bulk s:tles. 

3. Discussion also took place on the question of whether 
THE WIRE should be a monthly or a quarterly publication. 
In fine, it was decided that THE WIRE should continue as a 
monthly publication until December, 1949. The decision as 
to whether it should continue at all after that must be 
reached by midsummer, 1949. 

4. The question of advertisements was discussed, and it 
was pointed out that advertisers would pay more for an 
advertisement inserted within the reading matter of a 
journal than they would for advertisements published at 
the beginning and the end. It was stated that the increase 
in income from advertisements might be in the region of 
£80 a year if advertisements were interleaved. The matter 
was left that the General Secretary would inquire from the 
Advertising Agents on two points: - . 

(a) Whether better quality advertisements could be secured 
to go in as facing pages to the reading matter. 

(b) Exactly what financial difference could be anticipated. 
5. In addition, the Editor was directed to arrange the 

following: -
(a) Reproduction of photographs of pin-up girls. 
(b) The cover to b~ varied by the addition of a high 

quality photograph of current or past interest. 
(c) To organise a competition and to offer a money prize 

of £3 for the best article submitted. 
6. The Editor was further authorised to publish from time 

to time a list showing bulk sales to Units with the idea of 
rousing the spirit of emulation. 

* * 
Photographs of the Stars 

1- Arthur Rank Organisation, Ltd., has most kindly 
offered us a photograph of one of their stars for reproduction 
each month. Miss Margaret Lockwood, whose photograph 
appears on another page, needs no introduction, but we wish 
to thank her far gracing our Christmas number. 

It is _proposed to offer the privilege of selection to Regi
ments m turn. Southern Command ( M) Signal Regiment 
have been asked to select the star far 'fanuary; but despite 
the strength of the A.T.S. contribution to this Regiment's 
notes we have specified that the star is to be Miss -
not Mr. --. The Editar will invite other Regiments to 
select from time to time. 
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Short Story Competition 
The Editor announces a prize of £3 .for the best original 

short story submitted before 10th February, 1949. A second 
prize of £1 10s. and a third prize of 10s. may also be 
awarded. Stories should be between 2,500 and 3,500 words 
in length. 

Authors to be bona fide amateurs. The term "bona fide 
amateur" is intended to rule out anyone who habitually 
writes short stories for publication. 

Competitors must be serving in Royal Signals or be 
members of the Royal Sigrrals Old Comrades' Association 
or serving in Royal Signals T.A. 

All entries must be accompanied by full details of name, 
Regiment and/or address, and/or Branch of the Association, 
as is suitable. These details are not for publication. 

A condition of entry is that: -
(a) The Editor's decision is final. 
(b) Submission of a short story includes permission to 

publish in THE WIRE whether or not a prize is 
awarded. 

(c) Stories must not have been published before in any 
form. 

The Editor reserves tt.e right to publish a story in the 
January WIRE whether or not it is a prize-winner when the 
entries are judged in February. 

BULK SALES TO 1JNITS 

List of bulk sales of THE WIRE to Units. It is realised 
that many in Units also buy THE WIRE as individuals. 

HOME STATIO S 
Staff of AG I I. The War 

Office 6 
I Depot Regiment 8 
2 u 12 
I Training ,, 15 
2 12 
3 n 
4 41 
5 " 40 
7 Selection ,, 50 
OCTU } Now 34 
School of Signals amalgamated 8 
H .Q. Mess, Catterick 2 
Nonhern Command 

Signal Regiment 2 
Eastern Command 

· Signal Regiment 30 
Western Command 

Sil.!flal Regiment Nil 
(Mid West Dist. Signal Sqn.) 2 

Scottish Command 
Signal Regiment I 6 

Southern Command 
Signal Regiment 65 

Northern Ireland District 
Signal Sqn. 12 

London District 
Sil.!flal Squadron Nil 

War Office Signal Regiment 30 
Signals Experimental 

Establishment 
51 Signal Equipment 

Troop, Dennington 3 
JO Wireless Training 

Squad ron 3 
l A.A. Group 

S ignal Regiment 3 
2 A.A. Group 

Signal Regiment 
3 A.A. Group 

Signal Squadron 6 

4 A.A. Group 
Signal Regiment Nil 

5 A.A. Group 
Signal Squadron 3 

B.A.O.R. 
H.Q. B.A.O .R . Signal 

Regiment 12 
Berlin Signal Squadron 12 
Hamburg Signal Squadron 6 
Hanover Signal Squadron 8 
I I Air Formation 

Signal Regiment 12 
2 Divisional Signal Regiment 20 
7 Armd. Bde. Signal 

Squadron 2 
3 Air Support Signal Unit 12 
4 A.G.R.A. Signal Squadron 10 
Vienna · Signal Squadron 8 
Klagenfurt Signal Squadron 8 
Graz Signal Troop 3 
3 Railway Telegraph 

Squadron 6 
12 Wireless Squadron 3 
BETFOR Signals 6 

M.E.L.F. 
C.S.0.'s Office 5 
3 G. H.Q. Signal Regiment 12 
Egypt Command Signal 

Regiment 27 
Cyrenaica Signal Regiment 5 
Tripolitania Signal Squadron 3 

EAST AFRICA 
C.S.O. for distribution 18 
Mauritius Signal Troop 3 
Eritrea Signal Section I 
Nigeria Signal Squadron 6 
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About 2,000 copies are sold either individually or through 
Branches of the Association and to Territorial Army Signal 
Regiments. · 

THE RETURNED BRITISH PRISONERS OF 

WAR ASSOCIATION 

All ex-prisoners of war who are sick or disabled as a 
result of their captivity, are invited to conununicate with 
the Returned British Prisoners of War Association, 34 
Eaton Place, London, S.W.1, enclosing a stamped addressed 
envelope for full particulars of the Association's Overseas 
Food Parcel Scheme. , 
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The 
Malayan 
Affair 

I N July, 1948, for the first time i~. British history, a 
British Government outlawed a poliucal par~. 
A step so drastic as this indicates how seriously the 

Government of the Malay Federation and Singapor~ felt 
about the state of lawlessness throughout Malaya: N31uo1_1al
ism was one thing, but when a Conunumst-msprred 
movement secretly plotted the .down~all of th~ present 
Government by force, with the ~ntentl?~ of settu;g up .a 
controlling body based on minonty opm1on, the ume had 
come to act firmly. 

The culprits of the terrorist outbreaks are the Malayan 
Communist Party (M.C.P.). Before describing the_ir present 
activities, it will be useful to look back to the penod of the 
Japanese occupation. . 

During the first year of the Japanese oc.cupatl?n th~re was 
no British contact with Malaya, and durmg this per1od the 
M.C.P. gained control of the rapidly developing resi~t~nce 
movement. It was also during this period that the military 
side of the M .C.P. was developed into what was subse
quently known as the Malayan People's Anti-Japanese Army 
(M.P.A.J .A.). . . 

In 1:he peginning a considerable amount of offensive action 
was taken against the Japanese, but as. con~ol by th~ latter 
tightened, and the arms and food s1t~Uo~ det~o~at_ed, 
the M.P.A.J.A. found itself full)'. oc<?Up1ed 1_n mamtru~_ng 
its own existence on the defensive m the Jungle. Bn~sh . 
rear parties which had been left behind made contact Wlth 
H.Q. M.P.A.J .A. and were treated with deferen~e- through
out but although invited to help over trrurung, were 
refused ~ny voice in the organisation or control of the 
movement. . . 

Later on, however, an agreement was signed m w~ch 
the resistance organisations undertook to co-operate a_gamst 
the enemy. The British undertook to supply a~~ trai!l. the 
M.P.A.J.A. and at the beginning of 1945 Bnush hruson 
officers were dropped into Malaya to take over the opera
tional control of the M.P.A.J.A. By the date of the JaI?anese 
capitulation some 6,000 f'A..P.A.J:~· were proper_ly eqwpped, 
led and trained to provide a striking force agamst the rear 
of the Japanese Army. . . . 

During the occupation the pohucal section of the M.C.P., 
later known as the Anti-Japanese Union, was concentrated 
on the dissemination of Communist propaganda a!ld _the 
boosting of the spirit of resistance. Already at this tune 
the M.C.P. planned to take over the z:.1.alayan Gover~ment 
when the war should be over, getting ready details of 
administrative plans, personnel, etc. 

When the British returned with strong forces the M.C:P. 
realised that their earefully laid plans could not be earned 
out and the supreme leader of the M.C.P. therefore adop~ed 
the policy of apparent co-operation with the authonues, 
while aiming to use labour and youth support t~ swe~p the 
board in an elected government. Failure after failure m the 
more recent past with the above policy influ~nced the leadei: 
to embark on more ambitious plans, and m February this 
year the M.C.P. supreme leader was replaced by more extre~e 
and fanatical men who issued orders to prepare for acuve 
operations. 

Although the M.P.A.J.A. was disbanded in 1945 and most 
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of the arms were banded in, the M.C.P. organised an ~x
Comrades' Association, ostensibly to look after ex-guenlla 
interests, but actually to preserve and perpetuate Malayan 
Communist Party control over the m~bers. . 

At the -same time the M.C.P. retamed the clandestine 
military organisation, which had been built.~p s!multaneo~ly 
with the M.P.A.J.A., as a nucleus for mob1hsauon and tram-
ing of the present terrorist ar~Y:· . . . 

This army is at present mob1hsmg, and 1t is though~ ~hat 
there is no immediate shortage of arms and ammumtion. 
Although well armed, the insurgents. have. no lar~er weapon 
than a Bren gun. Living almost entrrely m the 1ungle, they 
depend on local squatters for their food and n~rmally ~o not 
wear uniform, although on one or two occasions uruforms 
have been seen. 

The present terror campaign is being c:onduct~d by small 
gangs of three to fifteen men, called Special Sery1_ce Squa.ds, 
who are picked to do certain " jobs " by the pohocal secu~n 
of the M.C.P. In other words, murdering selected peop~e. m 
order to reduce morale and cause lack of confidence m Bntish 
administration. 

This is thou~ht to be the first p~ase of t~e f'A. .C.P. strate
gical plan, the second phase airrung at gau~mg control of 
certain country areas, with a subsequent setting up of lo~ 
Communist Administrations in those areas, and the third 
phase being the joining up of all the M.C.P. contro~ed 
country areas, the capture of towns ~l'l:d. general revolution. 

Although the present terrorist ~ctivltl~ are largely con
fined to the activities of the Special Service Squads, l~ger 
scale attacks have been carried out by one or more orgamsed 
platoons of between thirty to fifty men. These plat?Cns are 
part of the M.C.P. Field Army and a~e proba?ly bemg used 
with the idea of giving them battle moculauon for future 
operations. Attacks by platoons have been for the most part 
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well organi,ed and well executed. In addition, the army is 
still mainly coYert; a perfectly innocenr looking Chinese 
villager may be a reputable hopkeeper by da and a S.S. 
murderer by night. 

o much for the enemy. 
The ta k facing the police force and the ervices is to 

eliminate the terrorists resideut in viJlages, either by arrest
ing them or by driving them, in fear of arrest, into the jungle 
whilst at the same time providing protection to vulnerable 
points, communications and, as far as possible individual 
e tate . Once the enemy has been driven into the jungle he 
can be starved or bombed out. 

With the arrival of reinforcements to the military forces
the Guards Brigade and 4th Hussars from U.K., the Innis
killings from Hong Kong, and Signal Troops from M.E.L.F. 
--and with the rapid expansion of the Malayan Police Force, 
~th by Palestine Police reinforcements and by a large 
mcr~se in local recruits, the initial phase of the campaign 
to eliminate the terrorist is quickly gaining momentum, a 
momentum which will be materially increased by the recent 
introduction of registration. 

In its role of assisting the Malayan Polic~ the Army has 
been. c:alled on to carry out a variety of tasks, such as the 
proVlSIOn of guards, patrols and escorts, both to rail and 
road transport, of forces of up to Battalion strength and 
of " Ferret " groups consisting of specially selected jungle 
fighters. All these tasks present their own signals problems, 
problems to which, by virtue of the conditions peculiar to 
jungle warfare, a standard solution can seldom be applied. 

In ad.dition to the provision of communication for the 
~rmy, and for ground to air purposes, Signals have had to 
g1ve considerable assistance in men and material both to the 
Malayan Police and to civil telecommunications; in this they 
have been helped by the Royal Navy and the Royal Air Force. 
. It is not possible to predict when the trouble in Malaya is 

likely to end; so long as one Communist-indoctrinated 
terrorist remains alive in the Federation or on Singapore 
Island there will continue to be trouble of one sort or another. 

* * * 

13 Corps Signal 
An Association, open to all ex-members of 13 Corps Sig

nals, has been formed in London. There has been a good 
response so far and several reunions and meetings have 
been held, but there are stiH many old 13 Corps members 
who are not yet in touch with the Association. 
. I! you served at any time with 13 Corps Signals you are 
1~Vlted to contact :Angus G. Scholes, Secretary, The Gazel
hans, 13 Corps S!gnals Association, 25a St .. Luke's Road, 
~es~~urne Park, London, W.11, who will welcome all 
m~wr1es and willing~y .supply details. Thi~ appeal is 
prmte? .at the enthusiasnc request of all members of the 
Assoc1at10~-:-so now it all depends on you; we are relying 
~m you to 1om us i~ the project which will keep old friends 
m touch and provide opportunities for everyone to meet 
again from time to time. 

* * 

Good Work by S.T.C. Cross-Country 
Runner 

WI! are indebted to the Catterick Gazette for news of 
successes by the .Corps. in . cross-country running. 

In the Cattenck D1s~n.c t Lea~ue, 1 Training egiment 
gamed first place, 2 Trammg Regiment gained second place. 

In the North Yorkshire and South Durham League 
teai_ns representing Royal Signals gained first place in th~ 
semor run and second place in the youth match. 

An Appreciation of the late 

COLONEL F. I. N. McOSTRICH 

I AM sure many old members of the Corps, past and present, 
were indeed grieved to read in the September WIRE the 

news of the death of Colonel F. I. N. McOstrich. 
I had the honour to serve under this excellent officer as a 

Section N.C.O. in the early thirties at Aldershot (" A " 
Corps Signals). 

He was not a clever man nor did he ever pretend to be 
one, even to the newly-joined recruit, but what is more 
important ~or a regimental officer, he had that great gift of 
understanding human nature, of getting together a " team " 
and ?f imbuing his Section or Company with esprit de corps. 

His loyalty to the N.C.0.s and men under his command 
was intense and I remember particularly one occasion when 
a Section commanded by him, and of which I was a member, 
was out at camp at Thursley Common, in Surrey. The 
weather was marvellous, the task given to the Section by the 
Offi.cer in ~barge of the Exercise (who shall be nameless) was 
an unpossible one; but "Lieutenant Mac" as he was affec
tiona~ely known to us all, made his plans, 'got us all together, 
explamed them to us and, as full of enthusiasm as always, 
we went to work. · 

Towards the middle of the afternoon it became increasingly 
apparent that the task would not be completed until well into 
the night. Our arrangements to go back to camp for the 
hot meal at 1900 hrs. had to be abandoned and " Lieutenant 
Mac" went back to camp to alter the time for a later hour. 
I think .it was something like 2100 hrs. that was agreed on. 

At this hour a very hungry and tired Construction Section 
~rrived in camp to wash and have the hot meal before return
mg to work; but, whilst sitting on the grass waiting for the 
'.' come and fetc~ it" cry, word was given that the Officer 
m charge Exercise had ordered that the Section was to 
return to work at once and no food would be forthcoming 
until the task was completed. 

The look on " Lieutenant Mac's " face when he received 
this news was enough for the Section to know that he did 
~ot. ap,frove of it, and. we learnt later through various 

birds that ~e went directly to the Commanding Officer 
and protested vigorously that men cannot work without food. 
Suffice it is to say that we had our meal-a good one inci
dentally. We then returned to work and the task was 
compl~ted with ~~ aid o~ the moon and hurricane lamps. 

I think that this illustration shows that " Lieutenant Mac" 
always had the welfare of the O.R at heart, and he also 
realised what some are apt to forget-that loyalty from the 
officer should go down as well as up. 

I met him again in Catterick after his return from the Far 
East as a prisoner-of-war in the hands of the Japs· he was 
the same old " Lieutenant Mac" in spirit, full of energy 
and laughtt;:r, and. by a question I heard him put at an Officers' 
Mess meetmg, still keen to put an injustice right. 

About. his sporting achievements, which are too numerous 
to mennon, I will only say that he could always be relied 
up~n to win the 100 yards, 220 yards and 440 yards at any 
Umt Sports, and if the Section wanted a relay man he'd do 
that as well. 

1:0 all Troops who served with Colonel McOstrich he 
typified to them the phrase "An officer and a gentleman." 

If the Corps.in its future quest for officers who must have 
high academical qualifications, can find the' time and room 
to acce~t some candidates of the calibre of the late Colonel 
McOstnch, then the Corps will indeed still keep its flag 
flymg as strongly as it has in the past. 

We, ~s old friends, salute his memory, and to his wife 
and children we offer our deepest sympathy in their 
bereavement. 

G.H. McK. 
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HoDte 
Stations 

SOUTHERN COMMAND (M) SIGNAL 

llEGDIENT 

Salisbury 
November 

HEADQUARTERS. We take this opportunity of extend
ing seasonal greetings to all members of the Corps at home 
and overseas. We extend a hearty welcome to Lieutenant
Colonel H. Worrall, who has assumed command of the 
Regiment vice Lieutenant-Colonel P. R. Hyde, o.B.E. May 
his tenure of office be a happy one. We also welcome Captain 
{T.0.M.) W. Berry, who has taken over command of South
western F.S.S. Troop at Plymouth. 

A very successful All Ranks' Dance was held in the 
N.A.A.F.I. oc 3rd November, which was enjoyed by all who 
attended. Judging by the numerous enquiries as to when 
the next one will take place, it must have been a popular 
event. It is hoped to hold many more during the winter 
season. We would like to thank the committee and all those 
willing hands who contributed to the success. 

There are quite a number of new faces to be seen around 
the lines, mainly belonging to 27 Independent Brigade Signal 
Squadron, who are at present busy training prior to joining 
their Headquarters. 

R.H.Q. Warrant Officers' and Sergeants' Mess. We wel
come the following to the Warrant Officers' and Sergeants' 
Mess, Figsbury ~arracks : S.Q.M.S. Dunkerley, Sergeant 
Foster (A.T.S.) (on promotion), Sergeants Smith, Blake, 
Ryder (A.C.C.) and Robinson (R.A.E.C.). 

A social and dance was held in the Mess on Thursday, 
21st October. This event was much enjoyed and we dis
covered a great asset in the piano playing talents of S.S.M. 
McMurray, who now entertains us frequently. 

Twelve members of the Mess were invited to the Amesbury 
Police Club during the month, and a very enjoyable evening 
was had by all, darts and snooker being the most popular 
games. The law says that police bars must close at 10 p.m., 
so our members enjoyed at least one early night. 

Hockey is a very popular game among Mess members. 
Our team just managed to beat the Rest of the Unit by 2- 1 
during the month, after a gruelling battle. 

ALDERSHOT F.S.S. TROOP. By the time these notes 
appear in print we shall have said au revoir to our five old · 
soldiers, all with the A. and S. Group 1 .DV / GD/E, but 
will gladly welcome them back as civilians, after each takes a 
well-earned rest (sic) on his release leave. 

The history of our last two remaining old soldiers is as 
follows: 

2306188 Signalman (LI LI Sergeant ) H. S. M cGregor 
Mac enlisted in the Roxal Engineers in July, 1907, trans

ferred to the Corps in 1920, and was discharged to pension 
July, 1929, as a C.Q.M.S. He enlisted for the duration in 
September, 1939, and will be finally discharged about 
December, 1948. Total service, 31 years. Present age, 59 
years. 

Medals: 1914 Star, British War and Victory 1914/ 18, 
Defence 1939/ 45, War Medal 1939/45, M .S.M., and L.S. 
and G.C. 

2307755 Signalman (LI L f Sergeant) L. V. Goodman 
The youngest of the old soldiers is Vic Goodman. 
Vic Goodman, present age 51 years, enlisted in the R.E.s 

in April, 1915, transferred to the Corps in 1920, and was 
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L/L/Sergeant H. S. McGregor 

discharged to pension January, 1939, as a R.Q.M.S. Enlisted 
for the duration in September, 1939, and will be finally 
released in December, 1948. Total service, 32 years. 

Medals: British War and Victory 1914/18, Defence and 
War Medal 1939/45, L.S. and G.C. Medal. 

A.T.S. OFFICERS. We are all extremely sorry to have 
had to say good-bye to our Junior Commander Rosemary 
Stewart, who left us on release on 29th October. Junior 
Commander Stewart was the O.C. of our Command H.Q. 
Troop for the last 18 months, an appointment which she 
filled with as much charm and efficiency as she had previously 
shown whilst Adjutant,. of No. 3 Command Signals, A.T.S. 

Junior Commander Stewart served with A.A. and special 
wireless detachments during the war before being commis
sioned. She will be as long remembered for her ability to 
remain unruffled in the face of day-to-day crises (and to 
emerge fresh and gay after late nights or harassing occasions 
which might have reduced hardier-looking ind.ividuals to 
monosyllabic bad temr>er ! ) as for her outstandingly com
petent administration, the high standard sh~ always ~r?~uced 
in her Troop, and her cheerful assistance m all acuvmes of 
the Regiment. . . 

Many auxiliaries have her to thank for an mcrease m pay, 
as it was mainly due to her hard work and energy that we 
were able to continue our Unit Upgrading Courses for A.T .. 

We understand that Junio Commander tewart hopes to 
be married hortly, and we can only wish her all happines 
and success, and say that our loss will certainly be her future 
husband's gain. 

A.T.S. R.H.Q. As tared in a previous WIRE, the toy 
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for the Y.\X .. A. Chri tmas Fair have been forwarded to the 
Y.W.C.A. Headquarter and the A.T .. are to be congratu
lated on some of their efforts, as they were quite " profes
·ional ' in their appearance. 

The A.T.S. of this Unit al contributed the magnificent 
um of £18 12s. 6d. to the A.T.S. Benevolent Fund as annual 
ub criptions, and it is felt that every auxiliary concerned 
hould feel " mighty proud." 

We are anticipating a visit from our new D.D.A.T.S., 
Controller Macfie, on Wednesday, 10th November, and a 
description of the vi it will be included in our next report. 

ports. The R.H.Q. t.eam had a netball match with the 
alisbury Athletic Oub during the month, and although the 

score was 35-4 in our favour, the game was greatly enjoyed. 
Some members are now taking fencing lessons · we can 

always pick out these auxiliaries as they are seen hobbling 
along with stiffness of the joints. 

The A.T.S. were included in a mixed hockey match with 
the H.A.A. at Bulford. We managed to win this game 3-0. 
We certainly like to travel to these various Units to play our 
games, as fresh faces are always welcome. 

We are very sorry to have to lose one of our "Hello " girls 
Private Johnstone, to the Middle East, and wish her all the 
best in her new surroundings. We must also congratulate 
our Corporal Foster on her promotion to sergeant. 

H.Q., SOUTHERN COMMAND~ SIGNAL TROOP. 
In the past month we have said good-bye to Subaltern Ree, 
who has left us for the wilds of Scottish Command and also 
to W.0.II Collins (Cipher), A.T.S., who has gone to'B.A.0.R. 
Here's wishing them the best of luck in their new stations. 

We have welcomed hack Subaltern Swaby to the fold after 
her tour with M.E.L.F. Also W.0.II Buxey, ex-India and 
Singapore, who has joined our Cipher Section. 

We ~ve l!-1ways prided ourselves on having a good-looking 
lot of girls m the Troop, and it raised the old morale when 
we heard that Private "Babs" Lee, one of our switchboard 
operators, has been declared " Beauty Queen of the Salisbury 
N.A.A.F.I. Club" at a beauty contest. The occasion was 
the first ?f a series of social evenings organised by the Club 
for Service personnel. Second prize was won by Private 
Evelyn Meldrum, also of this Troop. The winners were 
en~tled to various beauty treatments at a beauty salon in 
Salisbury, and we hear that they came back looking even 
more beautiful and alluring than before ! 
. 0~ Private Elsie Jackson, backbone of Troop Office, dis

ungu1shed h_erself recently by being the first A.T.S. girl to 
attend a Police Course run by London District. She nearly 
passed out. :vhen sh~ found herself the only girl amongst a 
bevy of Military Police who were taking the course prepara
tory to beco~ng ".flat-foot floogies." Anyway, she passed 
the course with flymg colours, and we wish her the best of 
luck when she joins the Salford Police Force. 

To our great joy, we beat the R.H.Q., A.T.S., at rounders 
--Our one and only victory against them in the sports line 
so far, but, we hope, a good start for the future. We are 
now endeavouring to form a ~ed hockey team, and hope 
to challenge the R.H.Q. types m the very near future. 

ALDERSHOT DISTRICT SIGNAL TROOP. We said 
good-bye and extended our best wishes to Sergeant Hanlon 
Lance-Corporal Dighton and Lance-Corporal Soutban, wh~ 
are. on their way to the M.E.L.F. We feel very envious of 
their voyage through the Mediterranean waters and have 
mental pictur:S of being able to bask in glorious sunshine, 
b~t we are quickly brought down to earth when braving the 
wmter wmds across Barossa barrack square. 

Welcome to Sergeant Blellock, who was "See-en-dubble
rnu " teleprinter switchboard superintendent until Chelten
ham D.T.N. Troop" defemaled" in September. The arrival 
o_f Sergeant Blellock brings the total of ex-C.N.W.-ites up to 
1x and makes up for the loss of Private Eileen White who 

was demobbed recently. Best of luck to Eileen and Private 

L/L/Sergeant L. V. Goodman 

Irene Burmingham, who is also being demobbed in the next 
day or so. · 

Tpe Red Ber~ts ce~tainly have that extra " something," as 
they have done It agam this month! Best of luck to Private 
Rose Taylo.r, who was married on 23rd October to Trooper 
Douglas Riley, of the Glider Pilot Regiment, at St. Paul's 
Church, Battersea. Our Private Pam Winch was bridesmaid. 
Con~atulations to Pam also, who became engaged recently 
to Private Edward Rolls, R.A.M.C. Who was it who said 
that in spring a young man's fancy lightly turned to thoughts 
of love? It seems that it is not that season which prompts 
the lovelorn to " name the day " ! Again, we are pleased to 
announce the marriage of Private Elsie Sharp to Private 
Green, R.A.S.C., on Saturday, 6th November at Aldershot 
Register Office. Here's hoping that he appreciates her cook
mg as we have done in the past ! 

In sporting circles, we are proud of the part Lance-Corporal 
Wedgwood played in the District netball match between 
~dershot District and S.P. District. The result was a grand 
victory for Aldershot, 25-8. It is reported that Sergeant E. 
French also put up a good show in the Southern Command 
Rifle Shooting Competition. Lance-Corporal Stavers has 
been selected to play for Aldershot District hockey team. 
Well done ! 

In the entertainment field, the Area Education Officer is 
organising a Group pantomime. The main parts are filled 
but it bas been whispered that ·the assistance of the "bonn~ 
Signals girls" is especially required for the chorus of 
" Aladdin." Perhaps we may discover a potential Anna 
Pavlova in our midst ! Look out for more news of this in 
the next issue. 
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To round off this month's news headlines, we congratulate 
Corporal Cottington, Lance-Corporal Wedgwood and Lance
Corporal Reaney on their recent promotions. Congratula
tions to Lance-Corporal Southan for her wonderful effort in 
winning a prize in the Southern Command Arts and Crafts 
Competition for a very good poem, " Inheritance," given 
below: 

INHElllT.'\NCE 

No epitaph is theirs: but some of us remember 
How gallantly they forsook the fitful-glowing ember 
Of life, and sank into eternal darkness and silence, 
Returning to that deep oblivion from whence 
They came. Their unlived hours of pain, of happiness, 
They bequeath to us: all the poignant fitful stress 
Of life, and the unfailing wonders of this lovely earth
The changing beauty of its seasons and moods, worth 
More than riches. They will never see the sky on a frosty 

night, 
T he pure outlines of stark trees etched upon its bright 
Canvas of moonlit grey: with the wind's unfettered song on 

high 
All these they lose, when they so violently, so needlessly, die. 
They'll never know the grace of a lone heron's flight, 
Mirrored in silver water, in the fading light 
Of evening, with the first brave star venturing 
Through shining bastions of cloud, and wraiths of mist 

appearing 
In all the brackened hollows of earth. No! these to them 

are for ever lost-
Theirs was not the fawt, but they paid the cost. 
We, the fortunate, have our inheritance: we'll claim it--0ne 

day, 
When the harsh clamour of battle has died away. 

By JOAN B. SOUTHAN 

Xo. a Tll.\INING UEGDIEXT 

Bonrlon J,ines, Catteri~k Camp 
October 

This month brings news of our first efforts at drafting, 
and at the time of writing four parries of various sizes have 
assembled here under the care of Headquarters Squadron, 
and duly passed on to B.A.O.R. or B.T.A., and a fifth draft 
is now with us. 

We welcome these guests and hope that their last few days 
in the Old Country passed comfortably and smoothly. 

Turning to sport, we cannot report any really outstanding 
achievements in soccer, rugger or hockey, though the season 
is yet young and our rivals may well find us pulling some 
unpleasant surprises out of the bag for them. · 

Most unfortunate for us in the .soccer line was our defeat 
at the hands of the 14th/20th King's Own Hussars in the 
first round of the Army Cup, when, after overtime, they 
beat us by 2 goals to 1. It was a real " cup match " and 
thoroughly enjoyed by a large crowd of spectators. 

In the District League, our First Division team remain 
unbeaten with 3 wins and 2 draws to date, the last but one • 
match being an exciting "no score" game against No. 2 
Training Regiment. Our Second Division team did rather 
better this month than last, winning against 605 Company, 
R.A.S.C., by 3 goals to 2, losing to No. 7 Selection Regiment 
by 3 goals to 6, and drawing with No. 4 Training Regiment, 
5 goals each. 

We had no rugger matches during 0 tober, though there 
have been a number of exciting Troop and Squadron games, 
and there is no doubt that the game is attracting far more 
interest this season than last. 

As for hockey, our team this season has a great deal of 
leeway to make up if it is to compare with that of last year, 
which ended top of the District League. Indeed, we have 
won but 1 game of the 6 played. Much of this fa ll ing-off 
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may be attributed to the loss of such stalwarts as Captain 
Edwards, S.Q.M.S. Bourner and S.Q.M.S. McPherson, and 
to the resultant reorganisation, and we trust that when our 
present team have become more knitted together they will be 
able to retrieve the Unit's fortunes in this sphere. 

Athletics have now given place to cross-country running, 
and if present form is anything to go by, we have a very 
good chance of a successful season in the S.T.C. League, 
standing second as we do after the second meeting. Keep it 
up, fellows, you've got No. 2 Training looking rattled ! 

Last month we had something to say of our Model Aircraft 
Club, and now, by way of a change, here is the latest report 
from our " ham " enthusiasts: 

Amateur radio station G3DSS/ A has been in operation 
on 80 metres from No. 4 Squadron for the last month. The 
object was to get on the air as soon as possible, using all 
available material. After trying in vain to obtain a CRlOO, 
it was decided to use a R107 receiver. The transmitter was 
soon built by Lieutenant Symons, using a piece crystal oscil
lator (6x6) and the good old 6L6 as a XPA. A 6x5 as 
rectifier gave us the necessary power, and we were on the air 
with an input of 20 watts. The aerial was strung between 
two convenient poles 36 ft., and we were ready to start. 
First of all, an end-fed was used, but having after three 
days only succeeded in contacting Darlington ( ! ), it was 
decided to erect a windom tuned up with the aid of a 19 set 
A VC meter. That produced results, and one Saturday night 
in the course of an all-night session between 1800 and 
0800 hrs., ten countries, all European, were worked at 
strengths varying between S6 and S9, all done on the one 
frequency 3505. Frantic calls are being sent to America, but 
so far with no result. We are now scrounging around for 
sky hooks as the "two poles are to be removed, but no doubt 
we shall soon find a way round this difficulty. 

Last month we promised to get a report from one of the 
ladies ·on the Families' Tea Party, and Mrs. Sheerstone has 
kindly obliged with the following information : 

There was a very good attendance at the monthly tea party 
for the wives of No. 3 Training Regiment, held at Bourlon 
N .A.A.F.I. on Wednesday, 27th October. The hostess, Mrs. 
Wise, conducted a raffie of the contents of a Canadian food 
parcel. This realised 8s. 6d., and it was agreed that a raffle 
at each meeting would be a good idea as apart from the 
interest (especially for the lucky ones), it was a good way 
of raising funds for next summer's " day at the seaside." 
An excellent tea was provided and enjoyed by all, including 
the numbers of children present. 

Thank you, Mrs. Sheerstone, and thank you, Mrs. Wise. 
Major MacDonnel has now left us for B.A.0.R.~ and we 

are soon to lose Major Williams on release, and Lieutenant 

--·~ ',,_...,.. 

Bat te ry charg ing 



Prescot on posting to West Africa. We wish them all every 
u for th future. We have al o lost Lieutenant Barnes 

to No. 4 Training Regiment, an congratulate him on his 
recent promotion to captain. In exchange, we welcome 
Lieutenant Sidney, who has recently returned to -rhis country 
from Hong Kong. 

U"arram Officers' and Sergeants' Mess. We welcome the 
arrival of the wives of members who have recently moved 
into farried Quarters. Slips, bolster (rations, for the use 
of) have been framed for future use. 

We are pleased to record the safe arrival of a daughter to 
ergeant and Mrs. Groves, R.E.M.E. 
~ e began the month with a social evening which, unfor

tunately clashed with those of several other Messes. Our 
entertainments committee, nothing daunted, however, 
fini bed up the month by putting on a really first-class "do," 
and showed all and sundry that we can and will be a power 
in the ocial world. 

During the month we were entertained to a games tourna
ment by our neighbours, the 14th/20th Hussars. The high
light of the show wa the ~nooker match between the Hussars 
Q.M. and our ergeant Earl. Joe Davies had better look 
to his laurels ! 

In O(der to sort out our own talent, we ran some very 
successful billiards, snooker and darts handicaps, which were 
won by Sergeant Groves R.E.M.E., Sergeant Robinson, 
R.A.M.C., and Sergeant Porter S.Q.M.S. Dearing, Sergeant 
Groves and Sergeant Porter taking the highest score prizes. 

The Mess unites in sending heartiest Christmas and New 
Year greetings to our friends at borne and oversea . We will 
set aside a " firkin " for absent friends. 

oles from Aisne Lines. "I' TROOP have now passed 
out, gaining a high percentage of B.IIIs (87. 1 per cent.), and 
much of the credit for this must go to Lieutenant Symons 
and Sergeant Hunt, who put in some very hard work between 
them. 

" K" TROOP. At the time of writing we are fast 
approaching the B.III tests and farewells to No. 3 Training 
Regiment. We have won all our inter-'Troop soccer matches, 
and under the stimulus of our O.C., Captain Sullivan, have 
played quite a lot of rugger. Captain Sullivan, Lance
Corporal Tully and Signalmen Cooke, Allen and Jad have 
all played rugger for the Regiment. 

The Troop artist, Charlie Pryke, former "busy," with that 
deft hand and sense of humour of his, has provided a " new 
look " in aids to visual training, one of which is forwarded 
with these notes. 

If i~ were not ~or _bad lads, humorists and howler experts, 
a secuon N.C.O. s life would be a dull one indeed. "K" 
Troop has certainly not been lacking in such characters who 
will be seen at their best on pass-out night. ' 

" L" TRO<?P. When the lads of " L" Troop read these 
not~ . they w!ll, we trust, have matriculated from No. 3 
Trammg Regiment and left its "quiet, peaceful" life for 
service in foreign climes. Those who applied for service in 
special Units ("Wee Scouse" Kallaher and "Jock" Cochrane 
to note) have been heard to say that the daily routine will be 
drab, dull and lazy after 14 weeks under our Commando 
Squadron Commander, Major Williams. We shall miss that 
daily " bash " down the Richmond road after first works 
parade, and it is with profound sorrow that we realise that 
we ar: not to be allowed to do it on Christmas Day. We 
feel slighted that after the pantomime dress in which " K " 
Troop paraded for their five-mile " bash " the order that we 
~hould parade in_ cowboys' trousers, football boots, sheepskin 
1ackets and busbies was cancelled in favour of normal battle 
order. Talking of sheepskins reminds us of our last day on 
the range at Herron Tree, when Captain McKay was sud
denly ~eard to scream " Safety catches back, stand up from 
your nfles, flag up," and then on the blower to the butts .. s Be ' ergeant tts, remove that sheep from the butts ... Yes, 
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sheep, S-H-E-E-P. What? . . . Sheepskin liberty bodice. 
... Well, get it off! " Well, good-bye, " L " Troop. Give 
all our love to Germany and Austria, and tell them all we 
are sorry that they could not be back in peace in Catterick 
with comfortable beds and warm barrack rooms. 

The fire bell tolls across the Square at Aisne 
And " Love " Troop race towards that fiery scene. 
The hours of fire drill in the pouring rain 
Make automatic the action that they need. 
A mad rush across the gravelled Square, 
With Nelson, Hall and Mitchell in the van, 
To quench those flames with water and with sand? 
Not on your life-to warm their ruddy hands! 

"N" TROOP is now well settled down in its new 
quarters in Aisne Lines. Before leaving No. 2 Squadron, 
N.l Section gave a concert in the N.A.A.F.I. in Bourlon 
Lines, which was well received by a large audience and earned 
great praise for their efforts, which were under the guiding 
hand of Lance-Corporal Johnny Freeman, their Section 

.C.O. The Troop have provided the Regimental soccer 
team with three players and are doing very well in their 
weekly sports events. Lieutenant Sidney is the Troop 
Officer, and the Troop Sergeant is "Paddy" Millington, 
Lance-Corporals " Paddy" Bogle and Freddie Belcher being 
Section N.C.O.s. 

Agony Column. Sergeant Frank Betts would like to hear 
from S.S.M. Bill Sinclair or Sergeanr Alan Stout. 

Calling Signalman Brooksbank, Maurice, last heard of in 
Catterick. Signalman Pinkney, L. G., 2"351046, of Aisne 
Lines, Catterick Camp, is hopefully awaiting your news. 

Bill Hockaday, believed residing in B.A.O.R.: Corporal 
Doug. Godbeer awaiting lines. 

Letters from " Busty" Burdess now hangs in its place of 
honour in the Sergeants' Mess. Thanks, " Busty " ! 

Calling Sergeant Alan Sweet. No. 3 Training Regiment, 
Royal Signals, Catterick Camp, is the address. Remember? 

Sergeant Jeremy would . like to hear from any of his 
Rumanian Military Mission coll<;agues. Any languages 
accepted. · 

To Tommy Tompkins (believed to be in Singapore). 
What news of Pat O'Brien and " Tich " Funnell, last seen 
on the Buthidaung Road, and any others of that happy little 
band? 

CoNTRIBUTIONS FROM INDIVIDUALS 
1. The Catterick Amenities Committee 

Little ever gets told in THE WmE of the happenings in the 
camp which is really the home of the Corps. 

The Catterick Amenities Committee is presided over each 
month by the G.O.C. Catterick District, Major-General R. 
T. 0. Cary (late Royal Signals), when it assembles in the 
conference room at District H.Q. 

This committee is built up from representatives from every 
Unit in the District to discuss the welfare and amenities 
problems of the troops and their families. 

A recent proposal by the G.O.C. was that married families 
themselves should form committees from various parts of 

• the camp, which has been split up into four wards for this 
purpose. So far, each ward has had its initial meeting, and 
ward committees have been elected. It should not be long 
before great improvements in camp life are under way. More 
anon. SERGEANT (" BUSTY ") HUNT 
2. Quick Thinking 

The cook sergeant was ready and waiting for him-a 
young shaver no more than 19 if a day. Almost too young 
to be in the Army, and there he was, Orderly Officer. All 
those questions at dinner time, and that particularly ancient 
crack about the potatoes' eyes winking at him. Why that 
one had been cracked in the Army ever since men had first 
peeled potatoes. 

As the Orderly Officer drew nearer? the cook sergeant took 
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up what could only be described as a defensive position, 
between two soyer stoves, and threw a hasty glance round 
for possible snags which would constitute a weakening of his 
defences. 

The bread was all out and ready, the ham was nearly ready 
to serve, and the sardines on toast looked particularly pleas
ing. Yes, everything was just as it should be. Was that a 
faint frown of disappointment on the young brow ? 

No, it had cleared away, only to be replaced by a slightly 
smug smile. The 0.0. had found it. The soyer stove was 
not quite boiling; a few small bubbles in the centre were the 
only sign of life, and tea should be ready for serving within 
the next half-hour. 

At last he spoke: " Oh, sergeant, why is your water not 
boiling? Look, only that small drop in the middle is boiling. 
Why is that?" Quickly the sergeant thought; he must say 
something to save the day. Yes, he had it! "That drop 
in the middle, sir? Well, you see, sir, that drop in the middle 
is for the guards' tea, sir. They have their's half an hour 
before the rest, sir." CORPORAL A. E. WOODLEY 

3. Der Tag 
At last the day has arrived. The day that has been pre

ceded by weeks of bard, intensive training. We are awakened 
in the usual manner, but today the early morning light looks 
more depressing than usual. The tension is great; one can 
sense it all around. We joke as we dress about our chances 
of coming through 0.K., and it helps to cover the uneasiness 
of a few among us. Then we're waiting, smoking and run
ning over all we have been taught. Peep, peep !-that's the 
whistle, and out we run to fall in, with a corporal in charge. 
He chats with us for a few minutes and then says, " O.K., 
chaps, you're on your own. Good luck! " and away we 
march, heads up, clutching our pencils, as we make our way 
towards the room to sit our B.III trade test. 

CoRPORAL P. BYERS 
4. Sweet Nineteen 

It was a warm summer's day as an excited O.W.L. sped 
along the winding country lane with an almost lustful look 
in his eyes. 

Yes, today she was all his, for the first time. That glorious 
day had arrived when he could spend the whole day with 
her; when she was entirely at his mercy. 

The truck pulled up at the small copse at the top of the 
hill. Yes, this was ideal; here was a perfect spot where he 
would at last be able to do those things of which he bad 
dreamed so long. Here he would accomplish everything. 
He searched for a suitable spot. Yes, this was ideal; plenty 
of cover, away from the inquisitive masses. 

He hurried back to the truck. Yes, she was still there. He 
smiled that knowing smile as he lifted her almost reverently . 
from the vehicle. This was beyond his wildest dreams. 
There she was in bis arms, as irresisting, as much alive ·as 
yesterday's lymphatic codfish. He felt a surge of excitement 
run through him. · 

He laid her down on a small mossy bank wfrh all due 
care. He was so gentle, but he knew she liked to be treated 
with care. She, of course, offered no resistance as he tact
fully removed her raincoat. She even looked more inviting . 

How he loved the preamble; she co-operated wonderfully. 
But now she offered a little resistance. Tactfully he tried 
enticing her, but she refused. He pleaded, he implored, but 
~he only uttered a baleful moan. What was wrong? Why 
should she act like this? 

It was now 11 o'clock and he had made no progress. 
Perhaps he should try again. This time he would be more 
careful .... 

Success at last! She was purring like a he-cat feeding 
her newly-born. For the next 15 minutes the indocrrine 
system was surely overworked, but at last he was on net. 
At last his wireless set No. 19 Mk. III was working. At long 
last he was on net ! CORPORl\L SM_ITH 
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Sognal Singste1·s No . .2 
(With apologies to the Taller) 

A flurried fowl oppressed by the CEE-ESO bird and 
depressed by its fellows 

The Greenshanke:i Eyewozthur or Tobruk Chicken 
(Pak mi portrnanto-Ofjontaur) 

Adult Male: Easily recognised by its sad brown eyes and 
habit of looking down its beak at lesser birds. Beak long 
sensitive and mobile. Body feathers, coarse-textured and 
greeny-brown during the winter changing to sandy-brown 
and becoming very abbreviated during the summer; 
especially in the Southern Hemisphere. Gait uncertain; when 
not in motion appears to be sitting on an imaginary shoot
ing stick. 

Habits: The Eyewozthur is a commanding fowl and i 
usually to b:: found in sanctuaries with a B.E. (bird estab
lishment) of 600 or over. It appears only when it ha 
thought out some horrid new idea e.g. twig fatigues and 
sanctuary sanitary squads. Delights in parading its flock, 
which it summons with a call that sounds rather like thi . 
" W erzmefl.i pinadj-getcheraircu t-werzmefli pinad j." 

Habitats: Has the largest nest in the sanctuary which 
is cleaned out daily by 0830 hrs.-or el e ! Ground around 
nest usually littered with small white stone arranged in 
lines and intricate pattern which appear to fascinate the 
Eyewozthur, but are a constant sour e of irritation to the 
other rnembl!r of the sanctuary. 
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A Christmas Carol 
MODIFIED FOR BURMA BY "ABDUL SANDY KHAN" 

CHRI T.MA always brings its memories and I must 
confess that after reading a short notice in the paper 

regarding a well-known orphanage, I found myself miles 
away from the fireside and back with the grandest crowd of 
fellows I have ever soldiered with. 

Should it be that some " shooting the line" becomes 
apparent, you must accept the writer's apologies, and so, 
" Over to Burma." 

It was a nice ge ture on the part of the O.C. to recall us 
from the Brigade H .Q. for " instructions," especially as the 
date was 24th December, 1944. We were then in the Katha 
area, wh<;re, for the first time since scrambling down the 
Railway corridor, we· were near a decent airfield. 

Everyone had done his share to make it a " real" Christmas. 
Even the Japs called it a day, and as for supplies, they 
appeared in streams of lorry-loads from the airfield. 

All our supplies throughout the campaign were flown out 
to us by the U.S. Air Force, and may it be ever remembered 
that they never missed one delivery. They must have been 
very determined that Christmas because they just kept 
coming in with load after load of Christmas delicacies. 

Night soon fell but there was no black-out, so the hurricane 
lamps remained uncovered and the . odd "genny" gave 
additional lighting to the Mess "areas" as well as the dining 
halt The " hall," of course, was rows of felled tree trunks 
and planks arranged for seating purposes only. 

While a "sing song" was arranged for the lads off duty, 
the C.O. and officers gathered the warrant officers and 
sergeants for the first " get together " since the previous 
Christmas--in any case it was the first time any liquor had 
been made available for such a gathering. Strange as it may 
seem, it finished up not as a drinks party, but as a choral 
society heartily singing carols. What I recall most of all 
was the reverence with which the carols were sung. 

Wandering round later in the night, one had to chuckle 
at the improvised Christmas decorations which bad been 
made. There were parachutes spreadeagled around the 
"hall" with "Greetings from 'Appy Ack Section," "Best 
wishes from the Daring D.R.s" and other such greetings, all 
artistically dabbed on with charcoal. When one thinks of the 
use the parachutes were put to then and the value of them 
now--!! 

Further on, near the "hall," the "bomerghees" (cooks), 
under the supervision of the R.Q.M.S. (the one and only 
Alf), were busy cooking the ducks. Alf worked like a super 
human being preparing the food, and consequently fell fast 
asleep beside the fire. He was eventually wakened and 
informed that he was well done on one side, would he please 
move over ! He moved over but never left the ducks until 
the last one was "on the turn." 

It is impossible to record all the various celebrated events 
on that Christmas Day, but .three remain unforgettable. The 
crowded church made of parachutes, which bulged in all 
directions. The midday meal, which really was some feast. 
The Second-in-Command with the Q.M. were chief dish 
washer while everyone with three stripes or " pips " to his 
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credit was running round serving filled, or collecting empty, 
plates. The toasts were given and a special one was included 
for "the Folk at Home." 

T hen came the Christmas tree. 
H ow it originated was never recorded, but three signalmen 

staged the whole business, and what a success it was. It was 
not spectacular nor had it any publicity, but like the 
proverbial snowball, it grew and grew. 

To begin with, an attached United States Army operator 
had presented a carton of cigarettes which was tied to the 
tree and one paid eight annas for a ticket. It was the finan
cial side that attracted everyone because all proceeds were for 
Dr. Barnardo's Homes. Money and presents poured in, not 
only from our own Unit but from other Divisional troops 
in the area. The cashier's book was filled with names when 
the Divisional Commander arrived to pick out the first 
winning ticket. It was a fine gesture on his part but one feels 
sure he appreciated the opportunity to support the venture. 
The Commanding Officer drew the second winner, and then 
the ever-popular 0.C. "Dog" Section carried on until even 
the bar of soap--which was precious even then-was won 
from the ' tree. 

Everyone was satisfied, whether a prizewinner or not, 
because after all a Christmas tree is always great fun and 
when a few special " prizes" were palmed for various indi
viduals-I for one was ."presented" with some Indian 
" Beedies " because of my association with the Indian line
men-it became more of a Christmas party game. I recall · 
that months later a letter from the Home was pinned to the 
notice board and they, too, appreciated the Christmas tree-
or at least the generous donation. 

Returning next day to the Brigade, we crossed the Irra
waddy on Boxing Day and pushed on to bed down in 
somewhat different surroundings. Come New Year's Eve 
we were in a black-out area so those off duty crept under 
their nets fairly early. Much to our horror, we were rudely 
awakened at 2330 hrs. by the 0.C. Brigade Section-needless 
to say he was a Scot-with orders to report to the Signal 
Office at once. We did, and it must be recorded that our 
remarks about a Happy New Year were far from the normal 
trends. Arriving at the tarpaulin which was the Signal 
Office, our Scottish friend said, " Listen Sassenachs, in a few 
minutes it will be the New Year and we Scots always celebrate 
it. Brigade Major or no Brigade Major, we are going to 
celebrate-where's your mugs ? " Soon all containers--one 
fellow used a milk tin-were filled with various liquors. 
Only the O.C. Section knew from whence the liquor had 
been "borrowed," and obviously it was never returned. 
However, we drank: to 1945 and then in traditional manner 
linked arms round a tree outside the office and sang " Auld 
Lang Syne." No wonder the sentries smiled. 

All this was yesterday, but if I am near a Christmas tree 
this year or link arms on New Year's Eve I know whom I 
shall think: of; what is more, they were all a grand crowd 
well worth thinking of, and I sincerely wish them every 
success in 1949. 
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~o. 2 TRAINING REGIMENT 

November 
The main event of the fading year is the departure of 

Lieutenant-Colonel P. G. Goodeve-Docker. He has been 
our Commanding Officer for nearly two years, and during 
that time he has watched over us all and had an ·ever
patient ear for all our many problems. 

Mrs. Goodeve-Docker will be sadly missed by all the 
families, in whose welfare she has taken an unceasing 
interest. 

The Colonel and his wife are going to Farelf, and all 
~.:inks of the Unit join in wishing them bon voyage and 
" Good Luck" in whatever the future holds for them. 

Headquarter Squadron will soon be saying goodbye to 
W.O.I Watters, "Q" Burke and Corporal Reeves. The 
departure of R.S.M. Watters causes mixed feelings; the 
Unit barbers will miss all the trade that he was wont to 
send them, the pipe-smokers will find that they have to 
buy only half s much tobacco, and all the people in the 
many departments in which he has worked will miss his 
efficiency and humour. We feel that we shall be seeing 
S.Q.M.S. Burke and Corporal Reeves again, the former 
because he intends to keep a pub, and the latter because 
he will be living in the nearby village of Scotton. 

The Unit suffers a further loss (temporary, we hope) in 
the departure of Mr. Maddocks, who held the post of 
Orderly Room Chief Clerk for nearly two years. His 
health has forced him to take a rest, and we all wish him 
a speedy return to us. 

We are also bidding farewell to the Royal Signals Display 
Team at the end of their most successful season. 

Congratulation for this month go to Sergeants Diaper 
and Snow on their recent promotion to this rank, and to 
Ash, Batho, Bradford, Bruce, Cantril!, Craston, Johnston, 
Taylor and Weedall on the acquisition of their second 
stripes. 

During the past few weeks it has become increasingly 
difficult to contact Warrant Officers and Senior N.C.O.s 
during working hours. We are told that they are "at 
school." The reason for this is the imminent Forces Pre
liminary Examination. Indeed, it is doubtful that even 
Shakespeare's Jacques could be more amazed than we are 
to see the fourth of the Seven Ages gradually replaced by 
the Second! 

The Newcastle Blood Transfusion Team have visited the 
Unit twice in the last four weeks. On the first occasion 
there were 150 donors and on the second 250. Well done, 
all concerned ! 

Another visit during the month bas been that of the 
Documentation Team from Royal Signals Records. A cer
tain amount of ll}.idnight oil was burnt in laying out the 
docs., and now Docs. Clerks, with closely-knitted brows, 
look on while the team meticulously combs its way through 
piles and piles of paper. 

On 9th "November the Unit Drama Group presented a 
broadcast version of Patrick: Hamilton's play, "Rope." 
This was .engineered by having a microphone, an amplifier, 
a gramophone and a great deal of wire in the Education 
Office, and running cables to the Quiet Rooms in the two 
N .A.A.F.I.s. The audience sat around loudspeakers, which 
were installed in the Quiet Rooms. At the business end 
there was much flapping and disturbance, but little of this 
was communicated to the listeners; and the evening was 
considered to be a success. 

The married families enjoyed another tea party on 
Thursday, 11th November. As this was likely to be the last 
appearance of Mrs. P. G. Goodeve-Docker, the R.S.M.'s 
wife, Mrs. Irvine, presented a bouquet on behalf of all the 
families. The monthly competition, judged by two Army 
schoolmistresses, Miss Marchant and Miss W. Ragg, 
revealed the winner of the grown-ups' class as Mrs. Morris, 
with Mrs. Phyall second. The children's embroidery com-
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petition was won by Miss June Moms, closely followed by 
the Misses Annette Beardmore, Jeanene Burke and Glenda 
Grigg. 

Preparations for the Yuletjde festivities are in full swmg. 
A grand Christmas draw is announced within the Regiment, 
and the P.R.I. (Captain J. D. Willey) bas promised to add 
£10 to the takings, so that the prizes will be really some
thing to write home about. 

The "Monstrosities" are planning a bumper pantomime 
for the Christmas period, and we take off our hats to their 
members who are staying behind to entertain the unfor
tunates who cannot get away. 

As these notes will probably appear in print at Christmas 
time, we may well end on this festive note, and wish all 
members of the Corps a Merry Christmas and the very best 
of luck in the New Year. PREWITT 

No. 4 TRAINING REGIMENT 
November 

The Regiment has now emerged from a short period of 
chaos, caused by the move from Shaiba to Gaza Lines · 
everything is more or less back on a steady keel, even to the 
extent of the Education Office being open. 

We rounded off a very excellent Cricket season by sharing 
the Northern Command Cup and we look forward to the 
next season with high hopes; although by then we shall 
have lost Major Evans, whose unbounded energy for all 
sports has been invaluable to the Regiment. 

The Rugby season has opened well. We have several 
people playing for the Corps, namely Sergeant Reece, Lance
Corporal Tranter, Signalman Anderson, and Corporal 
Grant and Signalman Mason, who also play for Yorkshire. 
Unfortunately Signalman Mason has left us to join No. 1 
Training Regiment. 

In the match between H.M.S. Ceres and Catterick Signals, 
Sergeant Reece played brilliantly, in a game which ended 
in a victory for Catterick Signals. 

We have to thank Mr. Goldstein for all his excellent 
work in starting off the Regimental Dances with a grand 
opening dance at Hipswell Gymnasium. It is to be hoped 
that these dances will continue as well as they began. 

On the 26th and 27th of this month we held our Novices' 
Boxing cOmpetition. On the Tuesday night No. 4 Squadron 
received a severe blow to their pride by being beaten 
thoroughly by H.Q. Squadron, but H.Q. were not quite 
able to match No. 3 Squadron at the finals on the following 
night. The standard of boxing was very good but will 
probably improve as time goes on. 

The Blood Transfusion Team from Newcastle visited the 
Regiment and found many willing volunteers ready to step 
out of the ranks. The Ypres N.A.A.F.I. blossomed forth 
overnight with hospital beds, and everytlling went very 
smoothly. 

Most of the Regiment now lives in a comfortable Sand
.burst Block, where the food, provided by the Jaffa School of 
Cookery, A.C.C., is incredibly good. 

One other extaordinary thing about the block is its 
clock. The fact that we have a clock may not sound unusual, 
nor does the clock appear in any way deformed, but it 
chimes in such a way that only few can hear it, due to the 
high pitch; hence one half of the Regiment knows that it 
chimes, whereas the other half will lay 8-1 that it does nor. 

* * * 
Success of No. S Training Regiment In 
Northern Command :tuotor Cycle Trials 

We are indebted to the Catterick Gazette for news of a 
conclusive victory for Royal Signals. Producing five out of 
the best ten individual results, 5 Training Regiment lost 
only 63 points against 137 points lost by the second team. 

It was good to see a representative of 21 Corps Signals, 
T.A., finishing fourth in the individual scores. 
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election Regiment., Royal Sig11als 

We are at the 7,000 recruit mark now and 
<>n regardless. 

November 
still pressing 

Both pairs of Squadrons have had a very welcome break 
<>f three weeks between intakes last month. ot that we 
hung about the place sucking our thumbs; cadre courses, 
range classifications and 10-mile hikes were the order of the 
day. It would have done the recruits' hearts good to see us. 

Some welcome upgrading !n star ratings followed, and 
we are now back at the old grmd. 

The Regiment's fortnightly pass-off parades are proving a 
magnet for all the V.I.P.s in the district and we seldom have 
a parade without an inspection by very senior officers, who 
so far have expressed themselves as highly satisfied with the 
results. 

Our reconstituted football team has covered itself with 
glory by winning all its first six matches by very handsome 
margins indeed and is now firmly placed at the top of the 
league. A heavy setback in the Army Cup, when we lost 
1--4, was followed immediately by a District game which 
we won 9-1 just to prove that we hadn't lost form.' 

Careful preparations are being made for the winter; .22 
shooting and selective trials are taking place now which we 
hope will produce a good team and do even better than last 
•ear-Mossbergs permitting. 

A thrilling evening's entertainment was witnessed at the 
Blood Tub when the Regiment was narrowly defeated by the 
14th/20th King's Hussars in the first round of the Northern 
Command Challenge Cup on Friday, 22nd October. The 
final ,score-No. 7 Selection Regiment 13 points, 14th/20th 
Kings Hussars 14 points-bore testimony to the keen, hard 
rivalry. 

The Regimental team did remarkably well considering all 
but three of the team were recruits with only two weeks' 
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Army service. Their fighting spirit and physical fitness were 
a. credit to the Corps, and they nobly upheld the past tradi
uon~ of th~ Blood Tub, cradle of Corps boxing. 
S1gnalm~n Hearns defeated Trooper Taylor in what must 

have been a _very close fight in the bantams. Corporal Norris, 
the first .stn~g feather, won on points after being knocked 
down twice m the last round by bis stronger but less skilful 
oppon~nt. Lance-Corporal Norris, the second string feather, 
won bis fight by a k.o. in the second round. Signalman 
Bryant w~s beaten on points after just failing to k.o. his 
opponent m the last round in the lights. Signalman Brand, 

Back. row.: Signalman P. Wilkinson, Sergeant A. Merrills, Signalman H. 
Lukin, Signalman C. Brooks, Signalman W. Brand. Corporal K. Norris, 
Signa lman 0. Bryant. Front row: Signalman H. Hearns, Sergeant-Instructor 
C. Johnson, Lieut.-Colenel ). R. Beeton, Captain W . F. Rattue, Corporal 

T. Bailey 
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the second string light, won on points from his opponent. 
The highlight of the evening was the bout between Signalman 
Brooks and Corporal Percival. Brooks, who faced a much 
more experienced fighter, gave a fine display of boxing and 
was unlucky to lose in what must have been a very close 
decision. Brooks will be a valuable addition to the Corps 
team. His opponent, who must have had several unpleasant 

·moments during the bout, is representing Northern Comniand 
versus Coventry in the middles this month. 

For the first time since we started our new job we have 
managed to muster enough of the Regiment's officers together 
at one time to justify a· group photograph, which we have 
enclosed. If anyone develops any peculiar ideas as a result 
that we are well supplied with officers, they are welcome to 
come along and have a go. 

Resistance 
V npa1·alleled 

COLONEL STANDYNGE-WAIVE drove furiously into 
R.H.Q. car park on his modern streamlined megacycle, 

and looked anxiously at his watch. He had come from ohm 
by the short circuit over Wheatstone Bridge as be was late 
getting up, but he had made up for lost time and was earlier 
than usual. He strode masterfully into bis office, ignoring 
the H.Q. cat which let out a variable mew as he trod on its 
tail, and, picking up th_ phone, asked for the Adjutant. 

" Engaged, sir, I'm sorry," replied the duty operator. 
"Watt, engaged? Who to?" queried the C.O., naturally 

if ungrammatically. 
"Why, sir, Miss Milli Volt, the Signal M.istress," came 

the answer. " She's been to the Regimental barber's to have 
a sine wave before the wedding." 

As the C.O. replaced the receiver with specific gravity, 
Dai. Electric, the little Welsh Q.M., knocked and walked in. 

" Morning, Dai," said the Colonel. " How's the wife? " 
"Fine, sir, and the neipers too-all alive and kicking." 
" Good. Glad to bear it. Well, what can I do for you?" 
" Sorry to bother you, sir, but I've been having a bit of a 

cross-talk with Dados and---" 
" Send for the Lines Officer," interrupted the Colonel, and 

rang the decibel impatiently (the other 9/10- was in work
shops for repairs). 

" Henry has been getting a bit slack lately-I must choke 
him off." 

A short silence followed, which was broken by a hesitant 
tap on the door. At the sharp "Come in" the door opened 
and Henry Kayle staggered in, carrying an R.E. shovel on 
bis shoulder. 

" Sorry to bring the gardening implements with me, sir," 
he began by way of explanation, " but I've just been remov
ing an earth. We've had a shocking accident out on the 
circuit." 

" Accident ? How do you mean ? " asked Colonel 
Standynge-Waive. 

" Well, sir, it was like this. Somebody in the district must 
have been out doing a spot of line shooting, because one of 
ours suddenly snapped, and brought down a pole as it fell. 
I'm afraid we suffered one dead short, and we're burying 
him with full military honours in the morning. Another 
chap has got one leg dis, and I'm afraid his main' artery is 
affected too." 

"}Im. Very sorry to hear this," grunted the C.0. "We'll 
arrange the funeral of this fellow-we'll let the band pass 
without interference too. I'll see about it. Now I under
stand the reason for the confusion on the lines, but I can't 
say I'm altogether convinced you are entirely faultless. I 
think you've been spending too much time with that girl
what's her name, Kath Ode ? I know she's got very good 
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connections but you must think a bit more of your job. 
I think a bit of expert technical advice would be of use to 
your section too. I'll send for the foreman." 

" Four men, sir ? But I've only had two casualties," 
hesitated Koyle. 

" Don't argue," thundered the C.O. " Wait outside." 
As Koyle hastily disappeared, Dai Electric saluted smartly 

and took his leave, pausing only to say " Good morning " 
to the Adjutant, Alec Tron, who entered at that moment. 

" Morning, sir." 
" Morning, Alec. What's all this I hear about you and 

Subaltern Milli Volt? I suppose you're hoping I'll favour 
this match ? How will you manage financially ? " 

" I can't even manage to buy a ring, actually, sir. One of 
the telephone operators is going to give me one. But Rector 
Fier approves the idea." 

" Well, good luck to you. Now I was wanting to see you 
about something-what was it ? What on earth's that ? " 
The Colonel was distracted for a moment by a hairy squeg 
which had appeared on bis desk, its legs working in quiescent 
push pull, but he went on, " Oh yes, this telephone. Now I 
want you to go to the exchange this morning and get me a 
new one. You can put this lener in the post office box as 
you go, and bias some stamps while you're about it." The 
Adjutant saluted and withdrew. 

The office was silent once more, and Colonel Waive turned 
bis attention to bis correspondence. Suddenly he raised his 
bead and shouted for the Sergeant-Major. W.0.I Mathew 
Mattics came in at the double on bearing his master's voice. 

" Serg'nt-Major, we've bad another complaint about our 
OWLS. Apparently they are booting out of hours, and play
ing on cabledrums or something. And what about the 
Guardroom-have you checked that lately ? " 

"Yes, sir," answered Mr. Matticks. "All the cells are 
dry now, the grid's stopped leaking. The cells are being 
issued with log tables too-it's a new A.C.I." 

"I see. Well, thank you, Mr. Mattics. Have you got 
anything else for me ? " _ 

" Only one thing, sir. I told my new clerk (Lance
C-0rporal Algy Bra) to charge some batteries this morning, 
but be tells me we've run out of 252s." 

By TONY, MAX and ROGER 

ROYAL SIG~ALS DISPLAY 
SEASO~ CLOSES 

Once again our now famous Royal Signals Display Team 
have brought to a close a most successful season. Since the 
Press Show in Catterick last May, the Team bas taken part 
in the Royal Tournament at Olympia, visited Scotland and 
Ireland and the Channel Island of Guern ey, not to 
mention a most extensive tour of this country, including a 
very welcome return to Catterick at the time of the Annual 
Fair. 

At all their shows they have been most warmly received 
by record crowds, and in their wake have followed glowing 
tributes of their performances. 

On Tuesday, 19th October, to celebrate the close of the 
season and to say farewell to the member of the team, some 
of whom are already experiencing the throes of civilian 
life, a dinner was held to mark the occasion. 

Among those present were Brigadier W. C. V. Galwey 
o.B.E., M.C., Commander, Signal Training Centre, Captain 
J. St. C. W. Robinson, Royal Signal Officer-in-Charge 
Display, Lieutenant R. T. Dimmack Royal Signals, Team 
Officer, and among the guest were Major E. . Colman 
Royal Signals, Officer-in-Charge Display earlier in the year, 
and Captain A. Stirk, Royal Signals, of 5 Training Regi
ment, where the Team received their initial training. 

After an excellent dinner, Brigadier Galwe paid tribute 
to the Team and its staff including Captain C. F. Jackman, 
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R ya! ignal , 'I'. ho i now in Singapore, who have done 
much to uphold and enhance the good reputation of 

the Corps throughout the country. T hey had given great 
n-ice in stimulating the present Recruiting Drive for the 

Territorial Army. He stated that from the ver warm 
Lrib.ites he bad received from all parts f the country where 
the • had visited, they had obviously never enjoyed so 
, uc , ful a season. He wished every success to the new 
Team which will be formed in 1949. 

Lieutenant R. T . Dimmock replied on behalf of the 
Team, and thanked its memb~rs for their willing co
operation throughout the season, and also those of the staff 
who had ensured the smooth running of their programme. 

It would be fitting to say " Good Show " to the Royal 
ignal Display Team of 1948, and leave their good example 

:i an inspiration to those who will succeed them. 
The 1949 Team will be fortunate in having the services 

of several old members of the Team, including Sergeant 
Oglanby, the Team Sergeant and a pre-war member and 
all preparations are now well in hand. 

During the season which has just closed, displays were 
given at the following tattoos, agricultural shows etc. 
Already many requests have been received to book the 
Display for 1949, and there is every prospect that we shall 
enjoy yet another uccessful season. 

ROYAL SIGNALS DISPLAY TEAM--194 SEASON 
May 5. Press Show, Caucrick Camp. 
May 17. Heston Communiry Centre Carnh•al. 
May 21. Derby Tcrrirorial Association . 
May 22. Derby Territorial Association. 
May 27/ 29. Ro)•al orthern Show, Belfai t. 
June 2/ 3. Suffolk Show, Ipswich. 
June 9/ 26. Royal Tournament, Olympia. 
June 28. British Legion Fete, St. Neots. 
July 3. Leeds Schools Athletic Association. 
July 5 . 8th Cadet Bn., D.L.I. , Stockton. 
July 14. Royal Northern Show, Aberdeen. 
July 15. Recruiting Di play, Aberdeen . 
July 17. Wick Improvement Commirtee, Wick. 
Jul>• 20/ 21. Tunbridge Wells & S .E. Counties Show. 
July 22. Snaith Agricultural Show. 
July 24 . ·ewport Show, Salop. 
July 28. Angus Show, Dundee. 
July 31. Border Union Show, Kelso . 
July 29. Kirkcaldy T .A., Fife. 
Aug. 2. Brewood Show, Wol\'erhampton. 
Aug. 3. St. James' Sports, Thirsk. 
Aug. 4. Barnard Castle Show. 
Aug. 5. A.C.F . Camp, Whitburn. 
Aug. 7. Perthshire Show, Perth. 
Aug. 9. Calle rick Fair. 
Aug. 12. Canerick Fair. 
Aug. 14 . A>hington Show, Northumberland. 
Aug. 28/ 20. Blackpool & Fylde Show. 
Sept . 1/ 2. Northern Show, Guernsey. 
Sept. 6. A.C.F. London, Wimbledon. 

ept. 9. Wembley Stadium. 
Sepe. 11. Daimler Social Club Sports Covcnrry 
Sept. 16/ 18. Liverpool Taltoo. ' · 

ept. 20. Exeter Speedway. 
Sept. 22 . Ba~n taple P .A. Match. 
Sept. 24. Bnstol Speedway, Knowle Stadium. 
Sept. 25. Torquay-Rugby Union March. 

ept . 29 . Plymouth T .A. Tattoo. 
Sepe. 30. Bridgewater Fair. 
Oct. 2. Ta¥"1on-Rugby Union Match. 
Ocr. 6. Salisbury T .A. Display. 
Oct . . Southampton T.A. Tauoo. 
Ocr. 9. Southampton T.A. Tattoo. 
Oct . 14. Reading- A.C.F . 

WE TERN C:OlUMAND SIGNAL REGIMENT 

Dlacon Comp, Chester 

October and November 
The tenor of our existence flows evenly and pleasantly 

:or all of us. No .. 3 Squa.dron is a hive of activity these 
a~tumn days~ tcstmg radio equipment out in the blue. 
Lieutenant Lister and S.S.M. Causey are with them so 
we can expect some quite interesting results! No. 2 Sq~d
ron, of course, supply the Signal Office personnel and are 
very busy. N<;>. 1 Squadron is at present undergoi~g a visit 
f';°m the vehicle experts from the Ministry of Supply. No 
~ond.er Sergea~t Acto.n looks worried, although the inspec
tion is proceedmg quite smoothly. 
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New face crop up every day : the new " types " are 
absorbed quickly into the swing of things. 

· Officers· M ess. Yes, believe it or not, news from the 
Officers' Mess. 

We lay down the red carpet for the following new arrivals, 
and welcome them with open arms: Major (T.0.M.) G. R. 
Bishop (who comes to lend his weight to ease the M .T. 
situation) and Second-Lieutenants Williams, Haycock, King 
and Watkin. (The feet of Williams hadn't touched the 
ground before h~ was whisked off to Preston). 

Hearty congratulation to Major Hatcher, who managed 
to snatch the North-West District Singles G olf Title from 
under the nose of the powers-that-be. Not bad for a 
beginner of two year ' standing! I'm afraid that those 
few ,golf balls won't look half so well a the ma ive silver 
trophy we all pictured. 

Congratulation -are also due to our 0.C. No. 3 Squadron, 
Major Sawers, for his successful efforts towards Staff 
College. Best wi hes for nell.'t year ! 

Sergeants' M ess. We have no arrivals to report, and no 
departures. The last three weeks have been quiet ones-the 
calm before the festive season, we presume. The married 
members, fortunate to have their wives and families at 
Poulton Camp, travel to work .every day in the " Blacon 
Pride," S.S.M. Mayhew's recently-acquired Austin " Ruby " 
saloon. The rumour that he takes it to bed with him every 
night is definitely refuted. 

Sports Day. After a postponement, our Sports were finally 
arranged for 8th September, and did, in fact, . take place on 
that date (much to everyone's amazement)!. 

Apart from the fact that overnight rain had made the 
running track very slippery, conditions were otherwise good. 

Major Dixon (Second-in-Command) acted as starter 
and, apart from his looking rather nonplussed on one 
occasion when his pistol refused to function, the track events 
were clear-cut and decisive under his guidance. 

Our thanks were also due to Major Kingman (T.O.M.), 
Major Sawers (0.C. No. 3 Squadron), Major Hatcher (0.C. 
No. 2 Squadron) and Captain Davidson (pay)-a very 
harassed recorder. . 

Prizes were distributed by the wife of the Commanding 
Officer, the Hon. Mrs. Boileau. . 

W.O.II Mitchell and his· merry men, given the 
N.A.A.F.I.'s blessing, the Gym, all the tables the Unit could 
unearth, and not much time, excelled themselves in pro
viding a tea that mother could not have bettered. It 
disappeared with astonishing rapidity down approximately 
190 to 250 eager throats, and our congratulations are 
belated but none the less sincere. 

The Athletics Cup was won by the combined .teams of 
Nos. 2 an~ 3 Squadrons, composed mainly of switchboard 
and telepnnter operators. As neither job is conducive to 
great prowess on the field of sport, this was a jolly good 
show. Ma!or Hatcher. (0.C. No. 2 Squadron), whose 
decorum did not perrrut of a war-dance at this result, was 
naturally extremely pleased. 
·. w.<;:>.II Jackson (S.S.M. No. 2 Squadron) is still blush
mg yv1th shame! Mrs. Jackson came first in the impromptu 
Ladies' Race, yet he could only come .third in the Veterans' 
Dash. We are certain there's a moral there somewhere if 
we could only take the ,time to think! ' 

Because of the posting to Harrogate of Corporal Barrett 
No. 2 Squadron have lost probably their finest all-rounder'. 
(These ex-Rats, you know! ) 

Best performance? Well, at the risk of being dubbed a 
sycophant, I'd say R.S.M. Barrett. Three times he ran the 
100 yards, and three times he won, which isn't bad for his 
30 yea.rs, and, on a track greasy with rain, 11 seconds isn't 
bad, .either. . . 
. ~'!otball. Three games have now been played, two against 

civ1han teams. Sergeant Roberts is team captain, and has 
moulded together a useful combination. In Signalman Scott 
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we have a goalkeeper of no mean ability. He plays custodian 
in both Hockey and Football, and is equally at home in 
either game. 

Results . v. Browm, Che•rer Lost 1- 2 
v . Chester Co-op. 2-3 
v. 12 Coy., R.A.S.C . ,. 2--4 
v. Western Command H .Q ., R.A .M .C . . Won 7- 1 

Hockey. Our Hockey Team progresses from success to 
success. T eam after team has " bitten the dust" in the face 
of the furious attacks of R.S.M. Barrett's " lakri wallahs." 
The R.S.M. is our team captain, and is justly proud of the 
skill and enthusiasm shown by the eleven. 

Results . v. Deesidc Ramblers 
v. Cheshire Coun ty Officers 
v . H .Q ., Western Command 
v . A.P.O., Manchester 
v . 1 P .D .C . 
v. H awarden H ockey Club 
v . Port Sunl ight 
v. Chester College 
v. R. A.F ., Hawarden 
v. Brookhirst H ockey Club 
v. 1 P.D.C . 

Won '1--2 
9--0 
4--0 
9--0 

.. 5- 3 
Drew 2-2 
Won I 1--0 

D rew 1-1 
Won 6--0 

6-2 
9--0 

MID-WEST DISTRICT SIGNALS. As promised last 
month, notes once again from Salopia. The new scribe 
mentioned last month has " passed the can." 

We have been expecting to move from our camp at the 
Mount to Copthorne Barracks, but up to now we have had 
to say put. A few families have moved into our camp and 
taken over some buts as Married Quarters. We wish them a 
comfortable stay. 

Once again our organisation has experienced a slight 
change. The appointment of S.0.II Signals at Mid
West District bas come under the axe, and Major F. P. 
Johnson has left for the School of Signals, Catterick. We 
wish him every success in his new job. Major " Bob " 
Dixon has arrived to take over duties of O.C. Mid-West 
District Signals, as the Troop is now called, and we greet 
him well. 

In last month's notes no mention was made of our 
civilian clerk at Mid-West District, Mr. H. Reason, M.M 
Mr. Reason served with the Royal Engineers from 1914 to 
1920, being awarded the Military Medal. He has served 
with Mid-West District since 1946. 

Sergeant J. P. Kelly bas now left us for the Army Air
borne Development Transport Centre, Brizenorton, and our 
best wishes go with him. 

Old Comrades. I feel there are many ex-members of the 
Corps in Shrewsbury and district. From experience I have 
found that " old timers " are still interested in Corps 
activities. I shall be pleased to hear from any ex-Royal 
Signals who happen to live in the district. A letter to 
Captain E. Marchant, Silverdale, The Mount, Shrewsbury, 
will be appreciated, to enable me to try to arrange a small 
reunion. 

The Signalman. The Editorial in the October is ue of 
THE WIRE is of interest to those of us who served in India, 

• and spent much of our service with the Indian Signal 
Corps. Extracts from the first issue of " The Signalman " 
are eagerly awaited. We shall, in the meantime, polish up 
our Urdu. 

Royal Show (Free Advertisement). The Royal Agricul
tural Show is being held in Shrewsbury during the period 
5th-8th July, 1949. Arrangements are in hand by Shrews
bury Corporation. Bands and all kinds of shows are incor
porated. What a fine chance for the Corps Band and Motor 
Cycle Display Team. The Town Clerk, Shrewsbury, is the 
person to approach. 

Sport. We have played two football matches this month, 
both against Mid-West District, winning 2-0 and 4-3. 
A very gl)Od effort. 

TERMITE 
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N'o. 5 A •• \. GROUP (M) SIG~.\L llEGIME. "T 

Scarborough 
November 

Our move, coupled with the loss on demob of the Unit 
scribe, unfortunately prevented us from sending in any notes 
during .September and October. We hope, however, to make 
up for this in the coming months. 

T he Regiment's Remembrance Day Parade revived old 
associations between 5th Divisional Signals and St. Mark's 
Church, Scarborough. Turning out in full strength, the 
Regiment, led by the Adjutant, Captain A. L. Fayerman, 
marched to the church in what we have now learned to be a 
typical Scarborough bitter wind. Our C.0., Lieutenant
Colonel R. M. Adams, read the lesson, and our " Schoolie," 
C.S.M . Tradgett, played the organ. 

Since our last notes, the officer situation has deteriorated 
alarmingly. Captain Hurst and Second-Lieutenants Maltby, 
Murrell, Melford and Lepi>er have wended their weary way 
back to Civvy Street, and Second-Lieutenant Ingledow has 
gone the way of all flesh, i.e. a long course at Catterick. 

Football. The Regimental football team accepted an invi
tation to join Scarborough's Wednesday League, although 
doubt was expressed as to our ability to provide much 
opposition. Our present position in the league, however, 
belies that statement. We are now second, our goal average 
alone keeping us down. Our success is largely due to the 
magnificent support given by our A.T.S. It is said that the 
M.O. treats half the Regiment for sore throats after each 
match, and to crown all, we turned out in scented shirts for 
one game. 

Our outstanding players are: Goalkeeper, Signalman 
• Anderson; right-half, Signalman McKenzie; centre-half, 

Driver Timmoney; inside-right, Signalman Weetman. 
Hockey. Our highly successful team of last season being 

now practically defunct, we are striving desperately to form 
a new one. Unfortunately, no opposition can be found in 
the district, necessitating mixed games amongst ourselves for 
practice. With the discoveries from these and the remnants 
of last season's team, it is hoped to produce a reasonable side. 

C.S.M. Pavey and Sergeant Drake are playing for Scar
borough's 1st XI against powerful opposition. 

::\"o. 3 ,\.A. GROUP L"""DEPENDENT (lU) 

SIGNAL SQUADRON' 

Crnigiehnll, 1Uidlothinn 
November 

Since our last notes were published much bas happened 
to the Squadron, of which the most important was the 
move from the Group H.Q. at Riccarton to our new home 
at Craigieball, about seven miles away. 

True there are disadvantages. Picket duties and fatigues 
are more frequent, but we are now a truly independent 
squadron with our own football and hockey pitches, and 
our own Dance Hall. The hall itself is quite a historic 
building, for it was in it that the German Navy formally 
surrendered at the end of the First World War. 

Within a week of our arrival we had our Housewarming 
Dance, at which we celebrated a 14-0 victory at football 
over the Gunners from the Group H.Q. At Hockey, how
ever, we were .riot so successful, being beaten by six goals to 
four by a team from No. 12 A.A. Brigade, the previous 
occupants of our home. 

Due to the postponement of release, which news was given 
a very jaundiced reception by the "Group Happy," ther<! 
have been few changes of personnel. econd-Lieutenant 
Temple bas, however, gone back to civilian life and to a 
course of accountancy. No doubt he was inspired to this 
from bis masterly handling of the Imprest Account. 

Our congratulations to Corporal Kimber, the Orderly 
Room " Poobah," on his marriage to Corporal Gill, ex-
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A.T .. , on the da before she was released. It was such a 
tight ecret that we didn't even have time to pass on to 
them Punch's advic~ to those abour to marry-" Don't." 

For the winter we have many plans. There will be our 
fortnightly Dance and a Concert Party is being formed. 

We welcomed our new C.S.O., Lieutenant-Colonel 
L. \YI. J. Dryland, on 4th Octob::r, who relieves Lieutenant
Colonel I. St. Q. Severin-sick. We sincerely hope that he 
will find Scotland to his liking. 

On 28th October we were inspected in our new home by 
Brigadier W. H. G. Rogers, c.B.E., C.S.O. A.A. Command. 
He was quite pleased with our turn-out, and we hope, sir, 
that we \\.'ill be even more impressive when next you call. 
There is a great deal to do yet, and still Jess " bods " to 
do it. " Never before has so much been required to be done 
by so few." Thanks Mr. Churchill, for these kind words! 

Entertainment. Despite the call of duty courses etc., we 
till manage to run our fortnightly Dance, and we say wiLh 

pride that many people have gone away-and come back 
for more. 

The Sergeants' Mess, too, has had its little "do's," and, 
despite setb3cks have had a very nice time. 

We bad hoped that Scottish Signals and No. 13 A.A. 
Signals would have responded to our invitations. We know 
the nights .are cold, but they are far colder in Leith Fort. 

In No. 3 A.A. Group Motor Cycle Trials on 5th Sep
te.mber, the D.R. Section came out with flying colours. 
1gnalman Brown (4th), Signalman Gill (6th) and Signal

man Cox (15th), the team placing being third of nine. 
The visit of the Corps Band to Edinbargh on 28th 

October was greatly appreciated-and the Dance in the 
evening was by far che event of the month. 

The concert was very much enjoyed, too, by the few who 
attended. It was good to bear the appreciative remarks 
made by the visitors from Limburn and Welbourne Blind 
Institutes. . 

Some amusement has been c1used in the Unit through 
the girls' en~husiasm to. have a lady's name for each chap. 
Although this 1s taken m good part it causes some embar
rassment at times. 

Now for a peep behind the scenes. There is a movement 
af<>?t by some of our. pre~ent members in compiling a 
variety programme which 1s to be presented during the 
Christmas week. 

STATE OPE::\'IN"G OF PARLlilfENT 
26th October, 1948 

THE business of the <?pening of Parliament by His Majesty 
. was well reported m the November issue. This more 
important session differed in that the route from Buckingham 
Palace to Westminster was lined throughout by 1st Welsh 
Guards, 1st K.S.L.I. and 1st Middlesex. It was a fine, sunny 
but cold day. The troops wore greatcoats and the crowds 
were much greater. 

The staft'. of. the Signal Office and Switchboard at H.Q., 
London District, were treated to the spectacle of a long 
stream of cars and even taxicabs passing through the Horse 
Guar?s' Arch. Peers and Members of Parliament on this 
occasion on_ly can infringe that jealously-guarded privilege. 

The quality of the cars was a sign of the times and if the 
~·heeled chromi~ palaces of the ambassadors ale excepted, 
it was almost fair comment to say that the more decrepit 
the car the more distinguished the occupant. 

The telecommunications worked. Synchronisatio11 was 
exact. 

We in Rora! Signals of H.Q., London District, also got a 
very good view of the procession. Essential operators who 
were busy during the drive to Parliament were relieved for a 
close-up during the return journey. 
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E~fPffiE FIELD Of<' RElUElUDilANCE 
At noon on Thursday, 4th November, the Empire Field 

of Remembrance was opened in the churchyard of St. 
Margaret's, Westminster. A Service of Dedication was held 
outside the north door of the Abbey by the Dean of West
minster. This was attended by Lieutenant-Colonel G. J_ 
Morley Peel, M .B.E., 'f.D. (Chairman of London Branch, 
R?yal Signals Association), who was accompanied by 
Lieutenant-Colonel T. Victor Barber, Lieutenant-Colonel A. 
Hemsley, M.B.E., T.D., and Major J. W. Hyde, T.D. 

Crosses were planted in the Royal Signals enclosure on 
behalf of the Royal Signals Association and the following 
Branches: Bournemouth, Bristol, Central Scotland, Chester, 
East Surrey, Exeter, Glasgow, Huddersfield, Leeds, London, 
Manchester, Portsmouth, Salisbury, Scarborough, Sheffield, 
and also on behalf of the following Airborne Signal Units: 
:: L '.'. Secti?n H.Q., 6th Air Landing Brigade Signals, and 

A Secnon, No. 1 Company, 6th Airborne Divisional 
Signals. 

The Service of Remembrance was duly honoured. 

RElUE~IDllANCE DAY SERVICE, 
CENOTAPH 

7Ch Nove111be1·, J 9 4 8 

THE annual service was held at the Cenotaph, and it was 
as impressive and moving as in former years. The 

weather this year was atrocious, very wet and cold, but hun
dreds of people, young and old, were crowding the paths 
opposite the Cenotaph as early as 9 a.m. 

The two minutes' silence was announced by " Big Ben " 
and the gun fired on Horse Guards' Parade. The swishing 
of the damp-sodden flags on the Cenotaph and the steady 
patter of the rain were the only sounds as the people 
remembered. 
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The King stepped forward, laid a wreath of poppies at the 
Cenotaph and saluted. Other wreaths were laid by the Duke 
of Gloucester, the Duke of Edinburgh, and on behalf of 
Queen Mary by Lord Claud Hamilton, her Comptroller. 

Wreaths were also laid by the Prime Minister, Mr. 
Churchill, Mr. Creech Jones, Colonial Secretary, and by 
representatives of the Dominions and Colonies. Wreaths 
were also laid by the three Service Chiefs, and by Captain 
Ladd for the Merchant Navy. Mr. Chuter Ede, Home 
Secretary, ,laid the wreath for the Civil Defence Services. 

1 seemed to sense from the spectators that when Mr. 
Churchill laid his wreath they all felt that here was our 
war-time leader laying a wreath for us, and that be seemed 
to be saying as he hesitated and bowed bis head after having 
laid the wreath, " Thank you. Well done, you good and 
faithful servants." 

To see the veterans of both world wars wearing their medals 
was a very moving sight, especially the several elderly white
haired ladies wearing medals across their chests and march
ing past the Cenotaph in the rain in their detachments of 
Old Comrades. I wondered what their thoughts were-no 
doubt many; perhaps of their dear ones who bad died that 
we might live, or of their own services during those two 
world wars. 

The part played by Royal Signals is the provision of the 
timing arrangements for the two minutes' silence and for 
the Director of Music to start and stop the massed bands. 
The signal for the firing of the gun is given to the King's 
Troop on the Horse Guards' Parade. This report from the 
gun is so timed that it goes off at the exact moment that 
" Big Ben " chimes its first stroke of 11 a.m. 

This is done as follows : 
A G .P .O. telephone circuit is used from the Clock Room 

immediately behind the faces of " Big Ben " via a room 
facing the Cenotaph at the Home Office, to a terminal point 
on the Horse Guards' Parade. The three points are in 
omnibus and a Royal Signals officer mans each point with a 
telc. F, using a head and breast set instead of the usual band 
set. 

The actual seconds are called out by the officer at " Big 
Ben" and at 10.57 stop watches are started by the officers 
at the Home Office and the Horse Guards' Parade. At 
10.58 + 30 the stop watches are checked. The timing of the 
firing of the gun is done by watch to avoid the time lag in 
calling the seconds. 

The cue for starting and stopping the Massed Bands is 
given by the Royal Signals officer in the Home Office window, 
who switches on and off a light signal on the Director of 
Music's rostrum. 

Like the firing of the gun, it is timed to a second and the 
timing taken from the seconds repeated from the officer at 
"Big Ben." G.H.Mc.K. 

THE LORD ~fAYOR S SHOW 
9th NoveJUber, 1948 

THIS traditional free entertainment for London crowds 
wound its way through Trafalgar Square between 1.20 

and 2 p.m. on a cold, grey day. 
The theme was the Auxiliary and Armed Forces of the 

Crown. The patriotic object was to encourage recruiting. 
The Royal Navy led off with decorated cars advertising 

the R.N.V.R. and R.M.V.R. The Territorial Army showed 
on their cars mainly the past history of the more famous 
of the Regiments of City and County of London. 

From the back of the crowd the first sight of Royal Signals 
was, appropriately enough, an A.T.S. witchboard operator 
with a 40-line F. and F. One caught sight of the shoulder 
title of Royal Signals in the marching columns of the three 
Territorial Army Divisions and 1 A.A. Group which followed 
the tableaux. 
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Tableaux and marchers of R.A.F.V.R., the Royal Observer 
Corps and the R.A.F. followed. 

There was then mild excitement; a detachment of the 
Royal Navy had just led past columns representing the 
Regular Forces when a small Communist demonstration get
ting undeserved publicity in the eye of the television camera 
dashed across the route. They were quickly rounded up by 
unsympathetic policemen and it was gratifying to hear a 
young lady who had her mirror out describing the arrest and 
removal of some of them. 

Amongst the more striking tableaux was the Royal Marine 
V.R. with a full-rigged ship in which were Royal Marines in 
a variety of old-time uniforms, and a huge poster-like tableau 
with the Divisional signs of all the Territorial Army 
Divisions. 

6a1·dens 
in Ba1·racks 

In this month and in 'January cut down timber. 
In the last quarter of the moon let fowlers mind their 

game and hare and fox hunters to their diversion. 
But with all let them be careful not to break their own 

necks or their neighbours' fences. 
Cover your best flowers and herbs from frost and storms 

with rotten horse dung. 
Look well to your cattle, water and moist your meadows 

and let your horses blood. 
Set a warm fire and a cup of generous wine or good 

October beer for thy hearth; the kitchen thy apothe-· 
carys shop; hot meals and broth thy physic and a 
well-spread table the proof of thy charity to thy poor 
neighbour. 

-XVIITH CENTURY LORE. 

So you see what our forefathers thought of it. All the 
work that should have been done bas been done. 

Relaxation and pleasure the order of the month. 
But what of us moderns. I find in my diary that the 

words hedging and digging constantly recur. 
Hedging is in order in the private garden, but unless you 

are lucky, hedges in barracks are few and far between. If 
there are any, now is the time to trim them up. It is too 
late to take cuttings of hedging bushes. Last year I set 
about 150 laurel cuttings. It was a mild winter, but only 
about a dozen or so have survived and have been planted 

- recently in their permanent quarters. 
Digging should go on only when the soil is working 

reasonably well. On days when the soil is wet or bard, 
leave it undisturbed. It is worth while covering up any
thing special which you fear may suffer from hard weather. 
In Germany, for instance, their winters are harder than ours; 
they actually bend over and cover with earth all their roses. 

We can't cover with horse dung as they could in the 
old days, but we can cover; which brings me to the spring 
cabbages, etc. If you have several rows, and you should 
have of August/September planted cabbages, try to draw 
the earth up around them. It will stop them rocking in 
the wind and help surface rooting, which makes for quick 
hearting in March and April. 

If you have any bracken growing near you, keep some 
alongside your rows of young stuff, broad beans, early peas, 
and if the B.B.C. prophets forecast hard frost, cover up the 
seedlings. Everyone dislikes the man who brings mud into 
the barrack room . Now is a good time to renovate paths. 
I see in my diary I spent three succe ive wet week-end 
carting coal ash and resurfacing paths. 

One last point, ·when your spades and forks are put away 
do clean and oil them first. 
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. Signals Day, 1948, at the Royal Canadian School of Signals Pho10 by George Lilley 
left td roaht: Mn. R. Whico, Major R. White, Royal Signals, Mrs. G, C. leech, Lieutenant-Colonel G. C. Leech, 0.8.E., Royal Canadian Sianals , Major p M p 

Hobson, D.S.O. , Royal S1ena ls, Mrs. F. 8 . Jones , W .0 .11 J. E. Burman · · · 

"Signals Day ' ' 
INAUGURATED I N CANADA 

THE .Can~dian Signals Association, at their annual 
meeung m September, 1948, decided that a "Signals 

Day " ~hould be held each year with. the object of effecting 
a rew:ion of prese~t and past members of the Royal 
Canadian Corps of Signals. A secondary object of " Signals 
Day" would !'e to raise funds for Signals Welfare. The 
firs~ Saturday m Novemb-.<>r was selected as " Signals Day " 
as It was felt that. at this _time of the year the thoughts ~f 
veterans and servmg soldiers would turn towards friends 
and_ acquaintances with whom they had come in contact 
durmg two World Wars. 

This year the inaugural " Signals Day" fell on 6th 
No~ember, and, in all main centres throughout Canada 
ActJve and Reserve Force units organised reunions danc~ 
and memorial parades which were well attended b./ present 
~d past. members of the Corps and persons connected with 
Signals m ·the .welfare and auxiliary fields. 
. Th~ celebrations a! the Royal Canadian School of Signals 
m ~ngsto!l, Ontano, consisted of a Dance and Bingo* 
evenm~ which proved to be an outstanding success. One of 
the mam problems 1.vith which the Signals Day Committee 
was fa~d was ~etting in touch with past members of the 
Corps. m the neighbourhood of Kingston. Over 200 copies 
of a circular letter were sent to those whose addresses were 
known, and loc:al an? industrial concerns were asked to 
~o-operat~ by d1splaymg posters; advertisements were also 
mserted m the local newspaper. The committee estimated 
that_ 350 persons would attend and were consequently 
gratified when 1!10re than 500 turned up. 

The proceedmgs were opened by Lieuteriant-Colonel 
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G. C .. Leech, O.B.E., Commanding Officer of the Royal 
Canadian School of Signals, who welcomed the guests and 
read messages of good will from the distinguished person
ages and Signals units in Canada. Included among the 
messag~ w~re telegrams from H.R.H. the Princess Royal, 
th~ <;:h1ef S1gn~s Officer United States Army, the Canadian 
Minister of Nauonal Defence, and the Chief of the General 
Staff. The message from H.R.H. the Princess Royal read 
as follows: 

" I. send to all who are celebrating Signals Welfare 
Reunion ~eek-end. my gree~ings and good wishes. I hope 
th.e gath~~rm~s of signallers to be held throughout Canada · 
w!ll mamtam and arouse interest in the good work of 
~1gnals Welfare. It is a cause in which I am deeply 
mterested, and I hope that these reunions will help 
towards making it a fitting memorial to those members 
~f m~ Royal Canadian Corps of Signals who gave their 
hves m the Second World War. 

MARY, Colonel-in-Chief." 
T':'l'o ?ffic~rs from Royal Signals were present at the 

reumon m K~~gston. Major P. M. P. Hobson, o.s.o., who is 
?n a .short v1slt to Canada and was spending a few weeks 
m Kmgston, ~nd M~jor. R. White, who is on a two-year 
exchange. ~JOr White 1s stationed at the Royal Canadian 
School of S1.gnals and, as Executive Chairman of the Signals 
Day Coi;nm1~tee, :ivas responsible for the arrangements for 
the reuruon m Kmgston. · 

* Bingo-Canadian version of " Housey-Housey." 
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Behind the Scenes 
By I&RIAN Tll02'fi\S 

"BEFORE I give the weather and news, here is a police 
message: ' At about six-thirty. this evening, on the 

main road between Arunbridge and Medcaster, an elderly 
tramp was knocked down and fatally injured. Will anyone 
who may have witnessed the accident, or who can give any 
information regarding it, please communicate with the Chief 
Constable of Southshire, telephone number Medcaster 2, 
or any police station.' " 

The cultured voice of the announcer ceased for a moment, 
and Colonel Stanwell took a thoughtful pull at his cigar. 

" I'm glad the1 got it in to the B.B.C. in time," he 
remarked. " Though I don't suppose it'll do any good." 

His guest, the Dean of Medcaster, looked up quickly, and 
his shrewd grey eyes were inquisitive. 

"What's the trouble?" he inquired. "You don't usually 
indulge in this sort of publicity." 

"No," answered the Colonel shortly, "I don't; but this 
is an unusual case." 

"If that's so," answered the Dean, reaching for ·the 
brandy, " the Church is refusing to budge from this room 
until you have disgorged the details." 

The Colonel smiled. 
" All right, you old cormorant. I'll satisfy your morbid 

curiosity, and we'll see whether you can make any more 
of the problem than I can. 

" The body was found by an A.A. Patrol, and it looked 
like an ordinary road accident, until we came to try and 
identify the deceased. Then we got quite a packet of 
surprises. 

" To begin . with, what we took to be an elderly tramp, 
of the kind you can see any day wandering from one 
casual ward to another, turned out to be a comparatively 
young man, with a respectable sum of money sewn up in 
various parts of his clothing." 

"Clean or dirty?" asked the Dean. 
" Dirty enough to fit the part, but it obviously wasn't his 

usual state." 
"Any clues as to identity?" 
" Not a thing. No marks on the clothing, and the contents 

of the pockets weren't much help." 
" What were they?" 
The Colonel paused impressively before replying: " Four 

and eightpence in cash; a .38 Webley automatic, and a 
grubby piece ot paper, with some writing on it, which 
looks like a comer torn off an advertisement for somebody's 
butter. I've got it with me-here it is." 

The Dean took the piece of paper and examined it on 
both sides. 

" I don't think this was part of an advertisement," he 
remarked. " It's been stuck on to something. The type isn't 
big enough for a poster, so I should say it was once part 
of a label." 

" Possibly," answered the Colonel irritably, " but that 
doesn't help us much.''. 

The Dean put on his spectacles and studied the writing 
carefully. 
· "Twenty-five, 0-six-four-five, AA, four miles N o.f ME 
. . . " he read. " Pity most of the last word is missing. 
What do you make of it?" 
_ " Nothing much. If one assumes that the last word was 
Medcaster, there's certainly a connection, because it wa 
about four miles from here that the body was found. 
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" All I know for certain is that the man wasn't a tramp, 
although be looked like one. Thank goodness tramps don't 
make a habit of going about armed with automatic pistols!" 

" No," answered tht: Dean thoughtfully, " and in this 
country people don't arm themselves without some pretty 
adequate reason. By the way, I suppose he really was run 
over, and · not-as the Americans would say-' bumped off ' 
somewhere else and just planted on the road to make it 
look like an accident?" 

The Colonel shook his head. 
" Obvious line of thought, but no good. The doctor was 

quite definite as to the cause of the injuries." 
Just then a telephone bell sounded in the distance, and 

both men waited impatiently until the portly form of the 
Colonel's butler appeared in the doorway. 

" Inspector Shipway, of East Durling, on the telephone, 
sir," he announced. " He says he has some information about 
the h'accident what was broadcast this evening." 

The Colonel was out of the room with surprising 
alacrity, considering his years, but he returned more slowly, 
looking rather disappointed. 

"What luck?" asked the Dean, looking up from the scrap 
of paper. 

" Nothing very helpful. A l<lrry driver has reported that 
he picked up a man who wanted to get to London in a 
hurry, and gave him a lift until the lorry broke down about 
halfway between here and Arunbridge. When the passenger 
found they weren't likely to move again for some time, he 
got out of the lorry and went down the road like a scalded 
cat, and that was the last seen of him." 

"Did you ask what the lorry was carrying?" asked the 
Dean. 

"Good heavens, no! Why should I?" 
"I only thought that, if it was butter, the m1ssmg bit 

of the last word on this scrap of paper may still be sticking 
to one of the boxes, and I've a notion that it's going to be 
important." 

"I expect it's only the rest of 'Medcaster,'" said the 
Colonel easily, " but I'll ring up Shipway and tell him to 
look." 

The Dean's eyebrows went up. 
" Aren't you going yourself?" be asked. 
" No. I've told them to get a statement from the driver, 

and then let him get on with his job. I can't see there's 
anything to be gained by driving 20 miles on a nasty wet 
night." · 

" Can't you?" the Dean's voice had an edge to it. " I can. 
Inspector Shipway may be an excellent man, but he doesn't 
know the case, and it would be hard to explain over the 
telephone. He may miss vital bits of information which 
may be got out of that lorry and its driver." 

"Perhaps you're right," the Colonel agreed reluctantly. 
" I'll tell them to hold the lorry till I get there. What'about 
coming too? You seem to be more fruitful in the we of 
ideas than I am." 

The Dean's eyes sparkled. 
"Nothing I'd like better. This case looks like being 

interesting, and I've always wanted to watch the police at 
work." 

The thoughts of the two men were very different during 
the drive. The Colonel's dwelt on his warm fireside, and he 
was feeling slightly aggrieved that he had been forced to 

421 



leave it before be bad digested bis dinner. The Dean was 
feeling pleasantly excited, and was doing hi best to make 

mething of the fact so far as he knew them. 
" I don't see the lorry!" he exclaimed, as they pulled up 

outside the police tation at West Durling. " I hope they 
haven't let it go." 

In ide the station, In pector Sbipway was full of impor
tance. 

"This is the man, sir," he announced, indicating a burly 
mdividual, clad in a varied assortment of overcoats and 
mufflers. 

" I hear you can give us some information about the 
accident," the Colonel began briskly. 

"Don't know as I can 'elp much, ir," the man 
answered douotfully. "I've told the In pector 'ere all I 
knows." 

The Inspector held out a heet of paper. 
" Here you are, sir. That's 'is statement." 
The Colonel glanced through it, and then looked at the 

driver. 
"This is all right, as far as it goes, but you don't say 

where you picked the man up." 
" I couldn't rightly tell you, sir, I'm a stranger in these 

parts, but it were about ten mile t'other side of Arunbridge, 
on the main road to the North. 

" 'E come out of a side turning, and stood right in front 
o' me waving 'is arms, so's I 'ad to stop. Then 'e asked 
if I were goin' to Lunnon, as 'e wanted to get there quick. 

"There weren't any room in front, 'cos my mate Joe's 
rather fat, so we put 'im in the back . . . " 

"Where's Joe now?" interrupted the Colonel. 
" Round at the ' Three Crowns,' minding the lorry. We 

was in there 'avin' a drop o' somethin' to keep the cold 
out when we 'eard that bit on the wireless. I came straight 
'ere an' told the Inspector." · 

" Quite right," said the Colonel approvingly. " By the 
way, what where you carrying?" 

" Grocery stuff for Sampson's Stores, sir. Butter and 
cheese mostly." 

The Dean, who had been studying a large wall map of 
the district, suddenly swung round. 

" If we could just have a look .. . " he began. 
"Yes, yes," answered the Colonel testily. "We'll go 

presently. In the meantime," he added, turning to the 
driver, " I want you to think carefully over what happened 
this evening-there may be some small details you've for
gotten." 

" Don't know as there is, sir," answered the man, bis 
brow fi:rrowed in thought. " When the engine stopped, the 
bloke rupped out and came round to the front. 'E asked if 
we'd be long, and, as it was water in the ignition, I told 
'im I couldn't say. 'E seemed rather upset about that, and 
asked if there was a railway station near. When Joe said 
th_ere was one at Medcaster 'e went off, fa.st as 'e knew 'ow, 
with not even a 'thank you'." 

"What happened after that?" 
"Nothin' much 'cept that a car came along and stopped 

to ask whether we wanted any 'elp. Very pleasant gents 
they was, too. Came round with a big electric torch. We 
told 'em we was all right, and they went on. I should say 
they was foreigners." 

" Rather unsual," murmured the Dean from the back
ground. " One would think they were looking for some
thing. 

" Tell me,'' he added, addressing the driver. "Did any 
other vehicles pass you before the car came along?" 

'.'. I do~'t think so, sir. There weren't much traffic about." 
I think that'll do," said the Colonel firmly. " The 

Inspector has your name and address, so we needn't detain 
you any longer." 

"Bur what about the lorry?" protested the Dean. 
. " All right,'' answered the Colonel shortly. " Have you 

~nil got that piece of paper?" 

Outside the " Three Crowns " they found a large lorry» 
with the patient Joe asleep in the driver's seat. Regardless 
of his lack of official status, the Dean snatched an electric 
torch from the scandalised Inspector, and scrambled up
into the back of the vehicle as soon as the doors were open. 
He flashed the light round, and then gave an excited yelp. 

"We're in luck! But the word isn't 'Medcaster '-it's 
' Merley.' Half the label has been torn off in a hurry, and 
the rest's still on the box, as I thought it might be." 

"Where's Merley?" demanded the Colonel. 
The Dean jumped down from the lorry, and started 

back towards the police station. 
" Let's go and look at the Inspector's map,'' be suggested. 
" Four miles north of Merley, and ten from Arunbridge,'y 

muttered the Colonel, as be indicated a point on the map 
with a pencil. " Our friend the lorry driver was a bit 
vague, but I believe the note on that bit of paper refers to 
the very spot where be picked up the tramp! 

"The devil of it is, it's out of my area, and we can't go 
messing about there without asking old Fairsbaw. As Chief 
Constable in those parts, and an ex-Captain, R.N., he's. 
inclined to stand on his dignity." 

" What does that mean?" asked the Dean. 
"It means we've got to give the old boy time for his 

liver to settle in the morning, and then go and explain 
it all to him. After that, if we're good, he'll let us go and 
play in bis yard." 

For once the Dean of Medcaster was guilty of losing his 
temper. 

" What absolute rubbish!" he exclaimed. " A man's been 
murdered on the King's highway, and, instead .of doing 
something about it, you propose to waste valuable time over 
the niceties of etiquette! I suppose a murderer can escape 
arrest by dodging from one county to the next while al! 
the Chief Constables beg each other's pardon!" 

" Hi! Steady on!" gasped the Colonel, turning rather
red about the gills. " Who says the man was murdered 
anyway?" 

"I do; and you know it yourself, though I suppose you'll 
say there's no proof. Those men who examined the lorry
were looking for something, or somebody, and my belief 
is they found what they were looking for." · 

" I feel the same," said the Colonel, more calmly. " But, 
as you say, there's no proof, and what beats me is bow 
they managed it. If be knew someone was after him, he'd 
hardly stand in the road waiting to be run over!" 

" I've thought of that," answered the Dean, " and I think 
I've got the answer. We know he was in a desperate hurry, 
and, when the lorry broke down and he wanted to get to 
Medcaster, his first thought would be to stop the next 
vehicle which came along and try to get a lift. You'll 
remember that the car with the mysterious foreigners in it 
was the next vehicle, and my belief is that they recognised 
him as he stepped out into the beam of the headlights, and 
deliberately ran him down." 

" Sounds reasonable," the Colonel agreed. " But we've 
yet to find a motive. Why should they want to do the poor 
devil in?" 

"You'll find the motive when you understand the mean
ing of the notes on this scrap of paper," answered the Dean 
decisively. He smoothed it out, and placed it carefully on 
the Inspector's desk. Inspector Shipway examined it care
fully. 

"Excuse me, sir," he began diffidently. " But it looks 
as though this refers to something which is going to happen 
at a certain time and place tomorrow." 

"Eh! What's that?" ejaculated the Colonel. 
"You've identified the place, sir," continued the Inspec

tor. "Tomorrow's the 25th; and the next set of figures may
mean six forty-five a.m. in the twenty-four-hour clock 
code." 

" By jove, I believe you're right!" exclaimed the Colonel. 
(continued on page 425) 
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(continued jrom page 422) . 
" Chap may have been in the Army-used to writing opera
tion orders and that sort of thing. If so, the two letters 
AA may be just some sort of full-stop." 

" If the Inspector's correct," remarked the Dean drily, 
"there's even less time to waste in formalities. Whatever's 
going to happen must, in someone's estimation, be important 
enough to justify murder, and, unless we're quick, it'll be 
over before we even know what it is." 

" All right,'' agreed the Colonel, " I'll ring up Fairshaw 
now. Perhaps he may know something." 

It was some time before he could get through. When he 
did, a peevish voice came over the wire: 

"Who's that? Speak up, man, I can't hear. Oh, it's 
you, Stanwell. Why the devil couldn't you say so before? 

"What's that? You've had a man run over and killed? 
Dammit, that's nothing! I get at least three a week! Oh, 
you think it was done on purpose? Why the deuce should 
anybody want to do a thing like that? 

" I see. You think you can find out if you come over to 
Merley and look round. Do, by all means, but don't expect 
me to do anything about it tomorrow; I've got enough 
troubles of my own in those parts. 

"What's that? Is something happening there about 6.30 . 
tomorrow morning? You bet there is-but how did you 
know? No; I can't tell you over the phone. Come over and 
see me if you must, but, for the love of mike, be quick. 
I'm not going to sit up all night." 

"We're getting warmer," remarked the Dean, on hearing 
the result of the conversation. " I'm beginning to enjoy 
myself, and if you leave me behind I'll never forgive you." 

Captain James' Fairshaw, R.N. (Retired) was clearly a 
very worried man. His round, and normally jovial, face 
betrayed him as he hustled his 'Visitors into his study and 
carefully closed the door. There was no trace of the 
pompous senior officer about him now. 

" How on earth did you find out about tomorrow's 
doings?" he demanded. "The Home Office have been so 
beastly secretive about it all that I've not even been allowed 
to take my own police officers into my confidence." 

" We don't know anything,'' the Colonel answered sooth
ingly. " We've come to find out. The whole point, so far as 
I am concerned, is that a man has been killed under 
mysterious circumstances, and there are indications that 
he was murdered because he did know something." 

Captain Fairshaw whistled softly, and his face became 
even more anxious as the Colonel gave him a brief outline 
of the events of the evening. 

" That's serious," he muttered. " I may as well tell you 
what the trouble's about. A very big political bug from 
abroad is corning over .to confer with some of the Cabinet, 
and it's most important that it should be kept dark. I 
understand he's taking a pretty big risk, as there are quite 
a number of blokes who'd give their shirts for a chance to 
break up the meeting if they knew it was ·On. 

" Whitehall's scared stiff that something may go wrong, 
so they've arranged for the meeting to take place at Merley 
Court, Lord Bancaster's place, instead of in London. The 
big noise is being smuggled off a yacht at some unearthly 
hour in the morning, and whisked down to Merley by car 
before anybody's about. 

" I've had orders to watch the route, and keep any 
inquisitive strangers on the move, but I'm not allowed to 
turn out a police escort, or do anything which would be lik~ly 
to draw attention to the gentleman." 

He unrolled a map which lay on his desk, and made 
some rough calculations. 

"Yes,'' he said, when he had finished, "he'll be about 
there at ' 6.45, provided he's up to schedule. Whatever dirty 
work's planned for that time, it's too late to alter the route." 

"What are you going to do about it?" asked the Colonel. 
"Go and have a look round when it's light, about 6.15. 
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We may as well have a drink and some $3ndwiches, and 
then I'll try to get a bit of sleep." 

" I'm stopping here with you," said the Colonel. " What 
about you, padre? You can have my car, if you like, to take 
you blck to bed." 

"No, thank you," said the Dean with decision. "Unless 
you tell me I'm not wanted, I have every intention of being 
in at the death. I may even be of some use." 

Everything looked very peaceful as the three men got 
out of their car and surveyed the stretch of road which 
had been in their minds for so many hours. The turning 
was there, with a very second class road running off through 
a wood. There was no sign of other human beings, and no 
sound beyond the dripping of moisture from the trees. 

Suddenly, a cock pheasant rose from the wood with a 
prodigious clatter. 

" That's where we start," announced Captain Fairshaw. 
" Something may have frightened him." 

They ran the car into a field, and searched the wood and 
the hedgerows without finding a trace of anything sus
picious. The Colonel had the sharpest ears of the party, 
and was the first to hear the sound of a motor cycle 
approaching. 

" Quick!" he called. "Take cover. It's nearly quarter to 
seven, and there's somebody coming!" 

They dived for the hedge on either side of the road, and 
were well concealed by the time a solitary A.A. patrol 
came in sight, travelling sedately on his yellow-painted 
motor cycle and sidecar. 
- On reaching the turning he halted and glanced at his 
watch. Then he dismounted; opened the box on his side
car, and extracted two metal signs. He nailed one of tbe 
signs to a direction post, which pointed up the by-road; 
the other, he stood upright on the grass verge by means of 
spiked feet. When he had finished he remounted his 
machine and returned the way he ·had come. 

It was all done with such easy precision that, for a 
moment, the reactions of the three watchers were com
pletly nil. Then the Dean craned forward to get a better 
view of the signs. The lower one read "Road Under 
Repair"; the upper one, " A.A. Loopway." 

The intials " A.A." struck a faint chord in his memory 
then full recollection returned to him, and he was out of 
his hiding place and running as he had not run since he 
left Oxford. He kicked over the sign which stood on the 
grass and wrenched at the one nailed to the signpost. It 
came away just as a sonorous " toot " announced the 
approach of a big saloon car , which swept by at high speed. 
The Dean just caught a glimpse of a muffled figure huddled 
in the back seat. 

" Phew!" he gasped. " That was a near thing." 
" What's happened?" chorused the others, crowding 

round him. 
" I remembered just in time. The initials ' AA ' on that 

piece of paper. Whatever fate was in store for your political 
friend is up that side road; the signs were meant to divert 
the car to it. I expect they were stolen, or made up specially, 
with the rest of the outfit." 

They hurried along the lane, which dropped sharply 
through the wood towards a stream, which ran between 
high and almost vertical bl!Ilks. Suddenly, on rounding a 
sharp turn, they came to a narrow bridge. 

" Careful ! " called the Colonel as he forced his way 
through some brambles, and started to slither down the 
bank. "There may be some kind of booby-trap down here." 

The others followed cautiously, but there was nothing 
to b:: seen-no sign of any lurking menace: It was not 
till they stood directly b:neath the...arch of the bridge that 
they realised the masterly simplicity of the scheme they 
had only just succeeded in frustrating. 

The bridge was old and dilapidated, and would long ago 
have "-."ell scheduled as dangerous if it had been called upon 
to carry heavy traffic, but, in addition to this, several of the 



ton~ had been carefully prised out, o that the structure 
onlv ju t hung together. The passage of a heavy car could 
n t. hay~ failed to bring the whole thing crashing down 
into the gorge below. 

Three elderly gentlemen looked at each other, and each in 
turn breathed a heartfelt sigh of relief. 

Captain Fairshaw was the first to speak. 
"If you two hadn't turned up when you did I suppose 

there'd have been one less politician in Europe, and I'd 
have lost my job!" 

" If the Dean hadn't goaded me on with whips and 
rpions, mixed with bright ideas, we wouldn't have been 

m time," answered the Colonel. "It's all due to him." 
" No," protested the Dean. " I had very little to do with 

it compared with that unfortunate young man who lost 
hi life. He must have been on the trail of those foreigners 
and actually saw them preparing the bridge. He may even 
have posed a one of their gang. 

British 
Ar Illy 
of the Rhine 

2nd INFANTRY DIVISIONAL SIGNAL REGIMENT 

Hilden 
October 

Regimental Survey. A feature of the year has been the 
high rate of turnover of personnel. Only five officers are 
with the Regiment today who were here on 1st January, 1948, 
and in ten months over 680 reinforcements have been 
absorb:!d into the Regiment. 

Improvements initiated in 1947 and 1948 have been com
pleted, the most noticeable being the new Sergeants' Mess 
at H.Q., which was occupied in October; the making of the 
attics in the Barracks into much-needed living and lecture 
room accommodation; the opening of a separate dining room 
for corporals; general improvements to the Canteen, known 
as Jimmy's Club; enlarging of the kitchens and ration stores; 
and last, but not least, much improved accommodation for 
those unfortunates undergoing detention. At out-stations, 
the living accommodation at 6 (H) Brigade has b:::en re
decorated throughout, and at Dortmund (42 Field Regiment, 
R.A.) a new and redecorated block has b:::en taken over by 
the Signal Troop. 

The telephone system has been continuously improved. 
At H.Q. the enlarged six-position auto manual with 300 sub
scribers and its associated test point has been completed. 
The 100-line auto manual exchange at H:Q., 4th Infantry 
Brigade, has been finished and provides subscribers with full 
inter-dialling with H.Q., 2nd Division, and Dusseldorf. At 
H.Q., 5th Infantry Brigade, the new 300-line automatic 
<ordered in June, 1947) is at last operating. In addition, a 
large telephone system west of the Rhine, consisting of ten 
major exchanges, was set up at short notice. These improve
ments, coupled with a generous allotment of private wires, 
gives military subscribers in the 2nd Division area a telephone 
:.ystem which is the envy of those less fortunately placed. 

urvey of Sport, 1947-1948. A short review of the sport
ing activiti~ of the year in which the Regiment participated 
1 a follows: 

The Regimental Inter-Troop Football League, which con-

426 

" He was evidently trying to get . away to warn the 
authorities when he was discovered and overtaken. We must 
be thankful that he wrote that note. I wonder who he was?" 

The answer to the Dean's question came when they 
returned to the main road and met an agitated Inspector 
in a police car. 

"Excu e me, sir," he began, saluting Captain Fairshaw, 
" there's a message just come through from London to say 
that if Inspector Hascombe, of the Special Branch, should 
report to you, he is to be instructed to return to Scotland 
Yard at once. I think they expected him there last night. 

" I was also to tell you that they were very grateful for 
the arrangements made for this morning, which had gone 
off without a hitch. They said you would understand." 

The old sailor smiled grimly. 
" I understand all right," he said slowly. ·" Cheerful little 

optimists, aren't they? I suppose they'll now go home to eat 
large breakfasts and tell their wives how easy it all was!" 

sists of 12 teams each playing a home and away game, 
accounted for 242 games played. Besides these games, other 
Inter-Troop Challenge Matches accounted for about 60 
games, and the Regimental team played over 40 games, the 
total games played being approximately 342. The winners 
of the Inter-Troop League for this season were 6th (H) 
Brigade Signal Troop, with "O" "A" Team the runners-up. 

The Regimental team was a great success, the most notice
able achievement being that of reaching the semi-final of the 
B.A.O.R Inter-Unit Football Competitioµ. Altogether a 
very comprehensive and successful season from the Regi
mental viewpoint. 

Cross-country also provided a great shock to quite a few 
other Units in the Divisional Cross-Country Championships, 
when the Regiment came in a good third, beating many 
Battalion and Regimental teams in the process. This was a 
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"Another of these ex-India types, Sir - very unorthodox" 
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great improvement on the previous year, when the Regiment 
finished ninth. 

The Regimental swimming team also did very well, finish
ing second in the Brigade Championships and third in the 
Divisional Championships. 

In the Hockey Tournament the Regiment were eliminated 
in the first round by the York and Lancaster Regiment. 
This year, however, we have the makings of a much better 
side and it is hoped to progress a great deal further in this 
realm of sport. The Regimental cricket team also had a 
successful season, although the weather was not at all good 
for the summer game. However, great keenness and 
enthusiasm was shown and the critics were confounded when 
the semi-final of the Divisional Championships was reached. 

In the rugger sphere, the Regiment, although not very 
strong at the game, proved on numerous occasions that they 
were a side that was hard to beat, and always gave their 
opponents a very good game. This season they are proving 
to be a good team indeed and are making themselves felt 
within the Divisional Area in this branch of sport. 

In the Divisional Motor Cycle Trials we gained second 
place in "the team event, a very good show. We also provided 
the individual winner in Lance-Corporal Hill, who lost only 
21 marks throughout the 31-rnile course. 

General. The weather for the month of October, at least 
in the beginning, was quite nice, and we were fortunate in 
having a week or so of sunshine, which is not normally 
expected at this time of the year. 

The latter part of the month, however, proved to be typical 
October weather, with rain and the first warnings of cold 
days and nights with a nip of frost in the air. A very notice
able feature was the bareness of the trees, this making such a 
difference to the surrounding countryside. Experts are say
ing that this coming winter is going to be similar to that 
experienced two years ago, when the whole country was 
enveloped in heavy falls of snow and it really was very cold; 
those who were here at that time will no doubt have many 
memories of that winter and the difficulties that were 
encountered. 

Owing to the Brigade Training Exercises held during the 
latter part of September and the first fortnight in October, 
the Junior N.C.O.s' Drill and Duties Courses were postponed 
during this period of training. They have, however, started 
again and are proving to be of value to the Regiment in 
forming a well-trained type of junior N.C.O., which is so 
important to the well-being of the Regiment. 

The Commanding. Officer's Drill Parades, held every 
Saturday, have also recommenced, the Junior N.C.O.s' 
Course being utilised on these parades to give demonstrations 
of the type of drill which is earmarked for that particular day. 
Upgrading courses were also got under way during the month 
for the following trades: -OWL DIII to OWL BIII, 
R/Mech. AIII to R/Mech. AII, T /Mech. AIII to T /Mech. 
AIL 

This month also saw the start of Wireless Courses for 
operators to teach them the working and manipulation of the 
Wireless Set No. 53 . 

Due to commence in November is an upgrading course for 
Linemen BIII to BIL 

Troop Curiosities. H erewith reproduced is another sketch 
by our Regimental artist, Sergeant Aitkenhead, R.A.E.C., of 
the ease with which a lineman trained in India repairs a break 
in the overhead line. 

Warrant Officers' and Sergeants' Mess. The Mess .22 
Annual Rifle Championship for 1948 was held on Wednes
day, 27th October, and was won for the second year in 
succession by our Tara. It was a particularly clo e com
petition, being finally decided on a reshoot between R.Q.M.S. 
"Jock" Grant and Mr. H . Griffin. Major Button, who 
kindly officiated, set a special nap t~get for the reshoot; 
this target was so special as to be almost visibly invisible. 
However, our R.Q. took first ~ve rounds and recorded two 
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hits, much to the discomfiture of Tara, who was still trying 
to locate the target. However, it must have been visible, for 
Tara recorded three hits. Well done, sir, and better luck 
next time, R.Q. Sergeant Ted Ledger and Sergeant "J onno" 
Johnson are to be congratulated on their fine effort. "Jonno" 
looked all the way a winner but unfortunately ruined his 
chances on the last application, snap. 

First three final placings were as follows (H.P.S. 100): 
R.S.M. H. Griffin, 87; R.Q.M.S. J. Grant, 87 (reshoot won 
by R.S.M.); Sergeant Ledger, 86. 

We have commenced the first rounds of the Annual Cham
pionships in table tennis and darts, and all members are 
striving valiantly to win a suitably inscribed pewter pot, and 
to have the honour of their names being recorded on the 
Mess Annual Championship Roll. 

In preparation for the official opening night on 6th 
November, a Mess week-end shoot was organised, bringing 
in a fine bag of one wild pig and 16 bares. This will go far 
to set up a first-class buffet. Well done, you " merry 
hunters! " One member is reported to have made " very good 
friends " with the wild pig family, not to mention wear and 
tear on the wire fence ! 

Mess Personalities. (1) S.Q.M.S. "Nobby" and Mrs. 
Clarke with baby Patricia Anne. "Nobby," who was for
merly our F. of S., is now doing spartan work on the Unit 
Educational Branch. " Nobby" formerly served with 
1 Corps Signals and is also credited with ten years' Indian 
service, in Jubbulpore, Quetta, Meerut and Rawalpindi. 
"Nobby" is always ready to volunteer hi service on behalf 
of the Mess, and will leave a reminder of his presence behind 
in the form of the very nicely designed Mess Annual Games 
Championship Roll. 

(2) Sergeant Bill Worboy , .C.O. i/c D.R. Troop, in hi 
favourite position astride a bike. Bill ha represented the 
Unit in motor cycle reliability trials since 1946, and his riding 
achievements are as follows: 1946, captain Unit team, win
ners 53rd (W) Divi ional Trials, and individual winner: 
1947, captain Unit team, winners 2nd Infantry Divi io.n~l 
trials; 1948, captain Unit team, second in 2nd Infantry J?iv~
ional Trials (Lance-Corporal Hill, of D.R. Troop, wa indi-

vidual winner; D .R. Troop won Regimental Inter-Troop 
Motor Cycle Trials). Bill is now with the Unit team in 
Hahnenklee, competing in the B.A.0.R. Trials. 

Sport. Football. The Regimental Inter-Troop Football 
League, which commenced on 13th September, i now in full 
swing, and judging by the keenness and enthu iasm how.n 
by the Troops, last season's success will be repeated thi 
year. Competition is very keen indeed, and great di cussion 
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are taking place every week on bow the teams are faring. 
" 0" Troop are at present league leaders, having won all 

their games to date, including the defeat of last year's cham
pions (" L " Troop) by 2 goals to nil at Hilden a fortnight 
ago. This was a battle of giants, with " 0 " Troop worthy 
winners. H.Q. team are also very strong this season, and 
will surely have a great deal to say in who are going to be 
league champions at the end of the season. 

"A" Troop are also doing very well, having won 4 out of 
the 6 games played. Much better than last season, " A '' 
Troop. 

The Regimental games played on a friendly basis have 
commenced, and the results to date are as follows: 

v. B.A.O.R. Signal Regiment . . . Lost 0-2 
v. 5 D.P.A.C.S. Won 5-0 
v. 139 Wing, R.A.F. Won 5-4 
v. 17th Vehicle Company, R.A.O.C. Won 8-2 
v. 1st Black Watch (R.H.) Won 3-1 

These games have been more in the nature of trial matches 
preparatory to finding a team to represent the Regiment in 
the forthcoming Inter-Unit Competitions. We have the 
material, but it requires moulding into shape. There is no 
doubt rhat we shall give a good account of ourselves in this 
sphere of sport. 

Hockey. The Regimental team has so far been successful 
m the games played and we have the makir!gs of a very good 
ream. The team has played 6 matches so far, having won 3, 
drawn 1 and lost 2. 

Rugby. The Rugby XV are going great guns this season, 
and from reports are going to give a very good account of 
themselves. Five players played for H.Q., 2nd Division, on 
9th October against an unbeaten Control Commission XV, 
the result being a win for H.Q. by 22 points to 6. At least 
three of the tries scored came from Signals representatives. 

~o. II AIR FORMATION SIG~AL BEGntENT 

Biiekeburg 
November 

No. 1 SQUADRON. On Saturday, 30th October, our 
D.~.s again left Biickeburg Barracks. This time our objec
uve was Hahnenklee, in the Harz Mountains, for the 
B.A.O.R. Reliability Trials. They spent the night in the 
Leave Centre at Altenau, which was a very pleasant change. 
The next morning, Sunday, they were up and on their way to 

Hahnenklee, about a half-hour's run away. In spite of the 
fact that there wa about a foot of snow, Lance-Corporal 
Pullinger finished first in the individual event and 

0

Signalman 
Rose sixth. Our team, representing Hanover Di trict, of 
Sergeant Kealey, Signalman Thomas and Signalman Parsons, 
finished third in the team event. · 

That night was also spent at Altenau and it is whispered 
round the barracks that quite a good time was had by all. 
The returned on the Monday having had a most enjoyable 
and uccessful week-end. 

Throughout the sea on Air Formation Signals have been 
at the bead of all the motor-cycle events in which they have 
competed. No special mention can be given, as many people 
have played their part in keeping our riders in the front. 

115 TERMINAL EQUIPMENT TROOP, SUNDERN. 
With the advent of H.Q., 2 Group, Sundern has become a 
ver.itable hive of industry, and not the least of the conscien
tious bodies is 115 T.E. Troop. 

From a line mechanic's point of view, "Planefare" did 
not mean a great deal of manual labour, but that does not 
mean we had nothing to do. Our greatest problem was, and 
still is, what do we do for pairs when the u/g cables are 
full? Our linemen supplied the answer with temporary 
overhead routes and along the ground routes. 

Trunk lines, too, were rapidly increasing in number. The 
Reichspost came along with a 14 pr. cable to cope with the 
sudden increase. 

Operational faults were, of course, given priority, but there 
were times when we had to decide which of the operational 
lines should be cleared first. In addition to lin:!s " here, there 
and ever;rWhere," it was decided that" RAMO" should have 
their own switchboard, so along came a mobile " PMBXIA " 
complete with operators and linemen. Meanwhile, we had 
a new switchboard. Bigger, yes, but hardly better. 

It was possible at one time for one certain extension to lift 
the receiver of his tele F and, by turning the handle, blow 
the position fuse. Happenings of this sort were passed off 
as " weird and wonderful," but nevertheless they had to be 
accounted for. 

Shortly we start on two more jobs which will provide a 
few worries and also a few laughs-the movement of the 
Master Radar Station into a permanent building and also 
the rewiring of Flying Control. Ah, well, such is life-never 
a dull moment. 

The Troop is sorry to have had to say " Goodby::: and 
good luck" to Captain P. Macintyre, the man who could 
keep going after all the Troop had said, " It's time we 
knocked off." 

80 WING SIGNAL TROOP, WUNSDORF. In the 
month of October the Troop has not had such a rush of 
work as there was at the beginning of the airlift. The main 
job of installing communications on the airfield being over, 
it bas merely been necessary to keep them free from faults. 
Although this has still entailed a considerable amount of 
night work, we have not in the last month had the whole 
Troop out working throughout the night. 

About the hardest-worked members of the Troop have been 
the line mechanics, two of whom have had to maintain two 
exchanges, one of them at M.R.S. out on the airfield. Since 
the airlift started, the transport problem has become a lot 
easier, as we now have more trucks than we had before, which 
makes life a lot less arduous for the drivers. 

Also finding life easier are the tele mechanics, as we now 
have a number of new teleprinters and a reserve stock in 
store. This is necessary as the air· move and met. office 
printers are working 24 hours a day. The decrease in the 
number of faults also leaves time for more thorough 
maintenance. 

Another hard-worked member of the troop is Lance
Corporal Cannon, ~ho has performed the duty of orderly 
corporal every day since nearly the beginning of the month. 
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''A'' Trades 
Training School, 
B.A.O.R. 

In 194 7 the situation as regards " A " tradesmen in 
B.A.O.R. was becoming extremely critical, due to the small 
trickle arriving from Catterick being quite insufficient to 
replace the drain occasioned by demob. Individual · Units 
had commenced training schemes based on their individual 
requirements and had remustered a number of operators as 
"A" Class tradesmen, but it was still obvious that this was 
insufficient. 

At H.Q., B.A.O.R., the C.S.O., Brigadier W. H. G. Rogers, 
c.B.E., initiated an attempt to place training on a firm basis 
by drawing up plans for a B.A.O.R. S.T.C., but these were 
inevitably vetoed by the old bogey " shortage of cash." 

A corner of the radio mechanics' 53 set room 

However, an arrangement was proposed whereby a less ambi-
. tious programme came into being. For the space of 12 
months an "A" Trades School was to be built up with the 
object of producing approximately 200 " A" tradesmen and 
thus to supplement the output from Catterick, the plan being 
that the radio mechanic training scheme run by No. 2 L. 
of C. Signal Regiment and a line/tele mechru;iic s~heme of 
No. 15 Air Formation Signals was to be combmed mto one, 
12 additional instructors were to be loaned by Catterick 
T.T. Battalions, and trainees were to be selected from the 
Signals ·N.S. intake at the rate of 15 per fortnight and 
despatched to B.A.0.R. to be trained as tradesmen, having 
first completed their primary drill, etc. 

Accordingly, a complete syllabus was drawn up for a 
Line/Tele/Radio Mech. Course which would cover the 
entire " Q" sheet requirements in a space of four months. 
Individual courses ·were to be about 30 strong and were to 
take common theory and common equipment together and 
were then to be split into trades to suit the individual ~pa
bilities of the trainees and zonal demands at the same tune. 

The question of suitable ac~or:nmodation .P~esented some 
considerable problem as both hvrng an~ trru~mg spa~e was 
necessary. However, No. 15 Air Formatlon Signal Regiment, 
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Introduction to the works 

in the Luftwaffe Barracks occupied by the R.A.F. at Sundern, 
had what was requir~, for here Squadron-Leader Pearce 
the Station Commander, had put at our disposal two entire 
blocks containing sufficient large, airy rooms for lecture and 
equipment purposes, and also admirable accommodation for 
the expected ceiling of some 200 men. 

By December, 1947, all the paper work had been completed, 
and on the arrival of the 12 Catterick instructors the School 
officially came into being under the wing of Lieutenai:it
Colonel Keddie, of SX Branch, and commanded by Maior 
W. C. Jarvis, M.B.E., with Captain J.E. Burns Chief Instruc
tor, Captain H . W. H. Milligan Admin. Officer, and S.Q.M.S. 
(F. of S.) St. John Beale. The equipm:nt was _installed, 
demonstration and training rooms electrically Wlred, and 
suitable furniture "scrounged," and on 4th January, 1948, 
the first class, 28 strong, commenced its course. . 

Equipment difficulties were many, but thanks to Maior 
Johnson, of SX Branch, sufficient was forthcoming to e~a.ble 
full practical instruction to be a valuable part of t~e trallll?g 
in spite of the fact that a large ~umber of useful ideas w_Jth 
training aids and the construction by students of working 
models had to be abandoned as various components proved 
to be unobtainable. 

The position as regards instructors al o varied considerably, 
due largely to the fact that the Catterick element were of 
low A. and S. Groups, and by the time the School was in 
full operation the majority of these instructors had already 
been demobilised. Suitable replacements, however, were 
obtained from local Units and later from the courses pas ing 
out, so that although the instructors' strength was alway 

Lance-Corporal Kennard with a class of Line/Tele. mechanics 
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bel w the required e tablishment it wa by bard work on the 
part of those present that full unbroken instruction was given 
to the trainees. Recruits to the instructional cadre included 
Lieutenant N. . Lilley, from No. 2 L. of C. Signal Regi
ment, and ergeant Collin (once of India and later 5th 
Divi ion). 
. Owing to the extreme concentration of the cour e, little 

time was available for social activitie: within the school, but 
a healthy Amateur Radio Club under the call D2MA wa 
tarted, with the guiding influence of D2IN (Lieutenant 

Lilley) and D2CH (Sergeant Collins), and results, if only the 
large number of transmitting aerials which sprang up around 
the. school buildings, were very encouraging. Corporal 
\X'nght struggled with inadequate facilities to encourage 
dramatic aspirants and for a short time a School Dance Band 
fi?uri bed under the direction and enthusiastic leadership of 

1gnalrnan Boyling, himself an admirable saxophonist, bur 
as the majority of the playing members were themselves 
trainees it was found impossible to maintain full strength. 
1any students, however, found time to visit the Leave 

Centres at Moehne See, Winterberg and Bad Harzburg as 
welcome break during their intellectual struggles. Athletics, 
hock~y, Rugby, soccer, swimming and cricket found a good 
backing among t the trainees, and in this respect the School 
had two very successful participations in both Regimental 
and R.A.F. sport meetings, and it can be said that both the 
Signals and the R.A.F. have found keen and talented player 
from amongst the trainees. 

A word must be said of the R.A.F. Chaplains, Squadron
Leaders Hughes and Elliot, who from its inception took a 
great interest in the N.S. soldiers on their arrival in the 
School and encoll.raged them by opening both their borne 
and .the R.A.F. Church Club for their use, and every trainee 
soldier h'.1s bad the opportunity of proceeding to a Moral 
Leadership Centre for one week on the completion of his 
technical training. A high percentage have taken full advan
tage of this facility, a fact which indicates that the Padres' 
influence has been and is still making itself felt. Much could 
be said of problems past and present and also of dormant 
talent, but unfortunately space is limited. The year draws 
to a close and aU new intakes have ceased for some months 
so that the School, once 200 strong, is now reduced to a mere 
60, .and ~y ~hristmas ~ese last trainees will have passed out. 
In its bnef life to date 1t has produced 62 line mechanics 58 
tele mechanics and 48 radio mechanics, a total of 168 ~nd 
on completion this number will have increased to 210 the 
figure originally aimed at on its inception. The numb~r of 
trainees tested and. found unsuitable is 19, representing St per 
cent. of the total mtake. These figures reflect credit on the 
instructiona.l staff and also on the selection officers responsible 
for the making up of the drafts and not forgetting, of course, 
the bard work and hours of study done by the trainees. 

The School will snortly be closing down, but the work will 
go on. All ex-Sundern trainees who read this will look back 
with mixed feelings on their stay at the " A " Trades School 
but if they found that the discipline was somewhat irksome' 
the food not quite what mother made, the parades a bit of ~ 
bore, and the spit and polish somewhat beneath the dignity 
of a technician, they must surely concede that they suffered 
no harm and that they had many experiences which will 
furnish them with worthwhile material for " grips " in the 
days to come. Every encouragement was given to the School 

taff by both the C.S.0., B.A.0.R., Brigadier W. H. G. 
R?gers, C.B.E., and Lieutenant-Colonel A. J. Keddie, together 
~Ith C.A.F.Sp., B.A.F.O., Colonel McGregor, and their 
mterest and smcere help bas been greatly appreciated by all 
at the School. 

* * 
I fm:e )"fill filled in the Subscription Form )'Cl? 

There is 011e in the front of this issue 
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!H INDEPENDENT INFANTUY IJRIGADE 
S.IGNAL S(tUADRON 

Gosh• ... 
October 

Phcenix-like, out of the ashes of 7th Armoured Divisional 
~gnal Regiment ro e 7th Independent Armoured Brigade 

S~gnal Squadron and 31st Independent Infantry Brigade 
1gna~ Squadron. ~he former has already burst into print; 

now 1s the turn of its foot-slogging twin. 
Though on paper the Squadron was formed on 1st 

January, 1948 it was not until March, 1948, when 31st 
Independent Infantry Brigade moved from Melle to 
Hanover and the Signal Squadron absorbed the last remain
in!? elem~nts of 5th Divisional Signal Regiment-15th 
Br.1gade Signals-that we really began our own independent 
existence and took our present form. 

We make no secret of the pride we feel as we boast of our 
direct linear descent from such famous ancestors as 7th 
Armo~d J?ivisi~n and 5th Divisional Signal Regiments
a rel'.111on~h1p which those of us from the Infantry Division 
feel 1s not adequately expressed in the kangaroo-like " rat" 
of the Brigade flashes. • 

Seventh Armoured Division gave us Major " Stan " Scho
fi~ld, who commands the Unit. He is assisted in the task by 
L~e~t~ant \'.· D. R. Dugdale, who came by way of 5tlt' 
D1vJSJon, whilst among the 9thers who provide the Squad
ron's body with a brain, the names of S.S.M. "Bill" Judd 
"Q" Furtado (4 x 2), both ex-Wazdist and 5th Division: 
and Sergeants Roberts and Parker of 7th Armoured are 
prominent. Captain " Wilf" Brookes of 7th Armoured 
Divisional Signals, also served with the'· Squadron for some 
~hree. months prior to taking up a much more lucrative post 
m C1vvy Street in July. Latest arrivals are Lieutenant Lane 
from West Africa and Sergeant :Russell from No. 30 Inde
pendent L. of C. Signal Squadron. 

So muc~ for early history. Hanover kept the Squadron 
very ~usy mdeed, for not only was the Brigade area one of 
the biggest m B.A.O.R. both in number of Units and in 
square miles, but Hanover itself was also a basic trunk rout
ing centre for S.D.S. and line throughout the zone. Small 
wonder then that the Signal Office and S.D.O. became almost 
fundam~ntal to the everyday life not only of the British 
Forces m ~he area bu~ also of the Norwegian, Danish and 
even Amencan formatlons for which they were responsible. 

The Berlin air lift and the currency reform both entailed 
a great deal of extra hard work for the Signal Office personnel 
and D.Rs, but the importance of these tasks overshadowed 
the. inc:onyenien.ces they caused and the Squadron took them 
~s1ly m its stnde. In addition, Brigade training was con
tmue~ throughout the summer, and though the difficulties 
were lillIDense, they too were overcome to the satisfaction of 
all demands, and to the growing reputation of the Squadron. 

And so to the record of sport, without which no report is 
complete and seldom interesting. Owing to the smallness of 
our numbers, we were unable to run a cricket team during 
the summer, although keenness was not lacking. As is the 
g~neral rule with sport in the Army, however, . talent 
tr~urnphed where numbers failed. We provided four 
cnck~ters for the Brigade team, and we understand they 
ac~mtted themselves well, Major Schofield's contribution in 
this respect bein~ outstanding. From a century in his first 
~atch for the Brigade he went on to make a decisive 43 and 
highest score in the Royal Signals victory over 2nd British 
Infantry Division, and finally captained the combined 
Hanover and Hamburg District team against the Adastrians. 
The Hanover l'.estival Week in August provided great scope 
for talent, and 1t would be unfair not to mention the success 
of .Cor~oral Molony (former instructor of Catterick) in the 
sw1m.~nm.g events. Our .22 rifle team covered itself in glory 
by wmmng the team shoot, while S.S.M. Judd crowned 
everything by collecting the prize for the highest individual 
score. 
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By the beginning of September it was found that all the 
many obscure reports and rumours of our moving our loca
tion did contain a kernel of truth. We heard we were going 
to live in Goslar, a thousand-year old town at the foot of the 
Harz Mountains, and on 22nd September there our convoy 
took us. We have found Goslar somewhat strange after 
Hanover, but when we woke up the other morning and looked 
out of the windows to see the slopes of the Harz covered with 
thick snow, all doubts and misgivings gave way to delightful 
visions of ski-ing, skating and tobogganing. We are, after 
all, right ·on top of three winter sports leave centres. How
ever, neither this nor the change of environment and season 
bas affected the rhythm of our normal sporting activities. 
Football and hockey have taken the place of cricket, while 
even a few are seen carrying about with them that strange 
leather object which looks like a badly-shaped football. 
Some, too, play golf (sic) ! Stop press news is that the 
Squadron soccer team have just defeated the Foresters full 
regimental team by 4 goals to 2 ! 

By way of introducing ourselves we feel that this is enough, 
for we are not a little alarmed at the thought of these tenta
tive efforts appearing in print. We hope, though, that having 
begun, we shall continue to contribute regularly to your august 
columns and give a better and more detailed account of 
ourselves and our activities as time goes on. The muse in 
our case needs practice. . . . 

(0.C. Squadron, please " make it so " ! - Eo.) 

HAMBUUG DISTllIC:T INDEPENDENT 

SIGNAi.. SQUADRO~ 
November 

We commence this month by offering our congratulations 
to Signalman Sivell on bis marriage to Fraulein Klara 
Stubbecke, and to Signalman Williams on bis marriage to 
Fraulein Irmgard Gusdick. We wish them every success, and 
hope aU their troubles will be wee ones. Signalrn~n Williams 
bas now departed on Class " A " Release. 

The Squadron has been very busy these last few weeks. 
We have moved into H.Q. Hamburg District Barracks from 
Phillips Barracks, and we have now settled in comfortably 
in our new quarters, which are set in sylvan surroundings, 
and we are situated close to the " S " Bahn which takes some 
20 minutes to get into Hamburg Dammtor. 

Since our last notes the Squadron has commenced 
Weekly Field Training Schemes, which should prove 
invaluable to our young National Service soldiers who have 
joined us in steady batches recently, and we hope that 
their stay with us will prove of value to them and that 
perhaps some of them will decide to make the Army their 
career. 

The Squadron was inspected by the G.O.C. Hamburg 
District, Major-General R. H. Bower, c.B.E., on 5th Novem
ber. He visited the troops on Field Training, and we hope 
that he was satisfied with everything he saw. 

We said" Good-bye" to Lieutenant-Colonel A. S. Milner, 
o.n.E., D.C.S.0. Hamburg District, who has left B.A.O.R. 
to take up an appointment elsewhere. We wish you and 
your family all success, sir. 

We said farewell to some of our old stalwarts, who have 
proceeded on repatriation to the U.K.-we believe for post
ing to pastures new. 

At present we are whipping up enthusiasm to form a 
Squadron Concert Party, which we hope will prove a 
success and keep the troops in Barracks during the cold 
winter evenings. In addition to the Concert Party, a drive 
is going ahead to commence hobbies on a variety of subjects. 

Sport. The Squadron 1st XI is still continuing its run 
of successes in the Hamburg District League, and every 
match except the first two of the competition have been 
won. We now occupy third place in the league table, and 
hope to top the league by the end of the season. 
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A friendly game was played against No. 1 Wireless 
Regiment on 7th November, and we lost by two goals to on:! 
after a very keen and sporting game. 

Cro .. word Puzzle 
Composed by J. Riley 

o. 11 

ACROSS 

I. Xtri~~J!~?.·n would consider it 
to be inconceivable that any
body could be (7, 2, 3). 

9. A cwic dignatory (8). 
10. Members of the Senior Ser-

vice (4). 
11. Quite often taken out (6) . 
14. A Spiv is said to (7). 
16. When is a door not a door 

(4). 
1 . • ourishin~ (8). 
21. An extension of that which is 

past (12). 
22. The cancellation of pri\rilcge 

leave would (4, ). 

DOWN 
2. A blackbird (5) . 
3. Gulliver had many (7). 
4. Vapour (4). 
5. Decorated (7). 
6. A ma of gold (5). 
7. In referring to that point of 

the heavens directly opposite 
the zenith (7) . 

12. Often referred to in Twent:Y 
Questions (7). 

17. Thi• varies between C.W. and 
R/T (5). 

19. The ground of confidence (5 ). 
20. Places sought after by court

ing couples (5). 
13. Taller (7). 
15. Shipshape and - fashion 

Solution to Crossword o. 3 

JI.(~. U.A.O.ll. SIG:\°.\L llEGDIE. ·y 

have sent some excellent cartoons with their notes, but 
unfortunately too late for this number. Look out for them 
in January. 

* * 

HOYAL ' IG:\ALS DL\Jl\, 1949 
Have you ordered your copy yet? The diary contains 

many pages of useful and interesting inti rmation, including 
coloured road maps of the British I les. Order your c,1py 
NOW. 

431 



Berlin 
Signal 
Squadron 

In response to an appeal from the Editor through C.S.O., 
Rhine Army, Berlin Signal Sqw:uiron has found time to 
produce the f o//owing oriJ!inal stories and articles. Berlin 
Signal Squadron must surely be the hardest worked Signal 
Unit in the Army. In a "beleaguered City" (vide Press) 
they have taken time for us. 

We hope that for them at least "Operation Plane/are" 
will be "Operation Christmas Fare " ahout 24th or 25th 
December. Anyway, we at home will be thinking of what 
a grand job they are doing. 

. They sent the cartoon "Gerta Cito." What it has to 
do with Berlin we don't know, but we publish it because 
they are a J!rand lot of chaps who are upholding the best 
traditions of Royal Signals.-Editor. 

'432 

" Dawn Patrol " 

His batman woke him at three in the morning ; it was 
a cold, bleak morning, with the wind whistling across the 
d~ome. He was up and dressed in 15 minutes and making 
his way to the Mess. A cold, empty feeling inside him, his 
first patrol ! Would he make good, would he be coming 
back? They were the thoughts that raced through his mind 
as he made his way across the almost desolate drome. 
Suddenly the shattering roar of the planes made him come 
~ack to reality. Through the early morning mist he could 
iust . make out the mechanics harrying round the planes, 
making last-minute check-ups. So they were using 
cc Camels " this morning, a good plane, he thought. All 
of a sudden he was in the Mess, joining the laughing crowd 
of pilots-if only be could feel gay, laugh and get that 
~mpty feelin~ out of his stomach. His breakfast was put 
m front of hun, but be could not eat; 10 minutes and they 
w.ould be takin.g off. The door was thrown open, making 
bun look up with a start; in came their Flight Commander. 
" ~en minutes," he said, cc so hurry it up." The Mess 
quietened, everyone was hurrying round, posting their 
letters, some were even making their wills. This was it, 
then, he thought, walking across to his plane· almost 
mechanically he checked the controls, and from tar' away he 
heard the mechanics' cheery cc Good luck, sir." Then they 
were away; not a bad take off, he thought, climb to two 
thousand and level off, that was it. He looked round and 
the rest of the formation were spaced out around him. It 
was a nice feeling up there alone, only the steady hum of 
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the engine drumming through your ears, almost a super
natural feeling. The Flight Commander waggled his wing; 
he wondered for a moment what it meant, then it came to 
him : over enemy lines, got to keep a sharp look-out, he 
thought. In about 10 minutes he was almost dozing off 
when he was startled suddenly by the fierce chattering of 
machine-guns. Looking above him he saw a squadron of 
Fokkers diving down on them. All of a sudden the sky was 
full of twisting, turning, diving planes. For a moment it 
was hard to see who was who. His plane vibrated and 
little holes appeared in his wings. Pulling hard on the 
stick and kicking his rudder, over he went into a sickening 
turn; straightening out he caughi a glimpse of a red plane 
in his gun sights, and he pressed his triggers, feeling the 
w hole plane shake. Suddenly the red plane turned into 
.a flaming mass, diving straight at the ground, thick black 
smoke billowing out behind it, bis first victory, but he felt 
:strangely sick inside, he had killed a man. A green Very 
Jight burst into the sky, the signal to break off and make for 
home. All of a sudden the sky seemed to empty, what 
once had been a mass of planes was now emptiness. He 
was home inside 20 minutes; landing he felt a tingle flowing 
through him, be had sui'vived his first patrol, be was a 
veteran, there would be no more nervous feelings, but he 
felt strangely tired. Undressing, he climbed into bed and 
was soon fast asleep. A trace of a smile on his lips, cc He 
.had made it." 

R. A. BARBER 

Aldershot, 1939 

At 10 o'clock on a very mild September day, the 29th 
September, to be exact, Michaelmas Day to be more 
accurate, I entered a very grim yellow-bricked building 
closely resembling a prison. Over the front door a 
large red board, with white letters, one foot high, pro
claimed that it was His Majesty's Recruiting Office. 

I climbed the stairs, feeling very light-hearted; who 
wouldn't at the tender age of 14 years seven months, just 
about to enlist. The Army seemed a great adventure in 
those days, that is from the outside looking in. I was 
received in the office at the head of the stairs by a very 
red-faced individual in a blue uniform with gold chevrons 
(3), over which were crossed flags (very gaudy), also wear
ing a blue cap with tricoloured rosette at .one side-the 
Recruiting Sergeant! cc Well, me lad, wot can I do for 
you? " I meekly replied that I bad received instructions 
to report to him for onward transmission to the Royal 
Signals and to be sworn in, etc. The Sergeant picked up 
probably the only book he never intended to read (a Bible) 
and told me to place my left hand on it. In the other 
hand he put a large board and instructed me to read the 
cof}tents, which resulted in me swearing to bear allegiance 
to all sorts of people, heirs and successors, etc., any of · 
which I didn't have a clue about. He then handed me 
the enormous sum of three shillings and suq,ence, or so it 
seemed then, and announced that for the next 11 years I 
would be living at the country's expense as a soldier. (I 
found out since that the country is very thrifty indeed.) 
I was also issued with a railway warrant. He then took 
"tTie by the arm, led me downstairs to where a small Army 
Austin 7 was waiting and drove me to the station (by 
this time I was feeling like a "million dollars") and put 
me on the train in charge of a soldier of the Royal Signals, 
who was also proceeding to that earthly paradise, 
Catterick. 

I arrived at 10 o'clock that evening at Richmond station 
in pitch darkness, as miserable as anyone could be. I have 
never been happy in the Army since seeing that place. 

R. HAYES 

T h e Acth •e Hrush 

We have with us in the Unit Workshop a German painter, 
w hose name is cc Bismarck." He is a man of great activities, 
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especially with the paint brush. One would think when 
looking at him that he would be handicapped because of 
his age, which we of the Workshop believe to be about 70, 
and of his height, which would be about 5ft. 5in. 

No work will stand in bis way; if he is not painting the 
vehicles in the Car Park, he is painting the aerial wires or 
the benches in the Workshop. In fact, he'll paint anything 
anywhere, and give no consideration to the time of day. 
Whenever a jeep or lorry arrives in the Workshop for a 
406 inspection or repair, Bismarck is there with his paint 
and brush, and before you can say Jack Robinson he is 
painting away to his heart's content. It's a nightmare to 
repair a jeep when he is around. He'll see a scratch on the 
bumper and he is away on the job without a second's delay. 
On many occasions he has painted my shirt a lovely green, 
and when you tell him to be careful he produces his pipe 
and in a very excited voice asks for "Haben Sie Feuer, 
bitte." 

C::hrlstmas Morn 

'Twas Christmas day in the Army, 
The room was cold and bare, 
I opened my eyes on Christmas mom, 
The day that Jesus Christ was born; 
But no Christmas cheer was there. 

C. ]ONES 

There was something missing, something gone, 
No friendly greetings from Mary or John 
Shouting what Santa had brought from afar, 
Books, toys and sweets in a jar; 
No hurry and bustle or running around, 
No cries of delight as their presents they found. 
Gone the twinkle of the Christmas tree, · 
The joy, the sounds, so careless and free; 
Here we were in a cold barrack room, 
It was dark and still, like an empty tomb. 
Just a card from home, wishing us cheer, 
A merry Christmas and happy New Year. 
Some had a portrait by their bed, 
Of the girl some day they hope to wed. 
No one spoke . . . all thoughts were of home, 
They wished they were there, no more to roam. 
Away in the distance church bells chime, 
Ringing forth with a joy sublime, 
Telling of our Saviour's birth, 
How He came down from Heaven to earth. 
I was wishing now with all my might, 
I could be home-just for Christmas night, 
To sit by the fire's warming glow, 
And peep without at the shimmering snow; 
To watch the stars as they appear, 
Glistening gems, so bright and clear; 
To list to the wind in the chimney top 
Then-suddenly I stop--
The bugle sounds-'tis Christmas morn, 
Faint light in the East heralds the dawn. 
But for me 'twas not a happy day, 
From home and friends I'm far away, 
Cruel fate has ruled-I cannot go, 
I must remain 'midst the unkindly snow 
With MEMORIES, till I'm home once more. 
Written by H. Goodwin (M.E.L.F.) and D. Mole on 

Christmas Day, 1947, at 38 P.T.C. 

A Sea side Storm 

Oppressed and humid was the atmosphere as I stood 
and gazed at the sea. Its waters did not possess the fla h 
and glitter of the day- before, and as the sunbeams kissed 
the waves, instead all I could perceive was a vast expanse 
of oily heaving water. The sun, like a golden ball, shone 
down from a heat-laden sky, affecting all, both human and 
animal alike. Few people were moving about, and those 



that were, were complaining of the heat every few tep ; 
even the birds were ilent. 

After a time I moved to a convenient deckchair, and 
there, following the simple rules of narure, fell asleep. When 
I awoke, condition had changed, the wind was blowing 
hard, raising up great foam-capped breakers that looked 
trangely like phantom horses in the half-light a they raced 

towards the sea wall, then with a mighty effort smash them
selves on to it only to be smashed into a thousand pieces. 

When rain began to fall I Qilce again moved, this time 
to one of those all-gla s pavement shelters, where I could 
observe the sea in its angry mood. 

Ominou black clouds filled the sky, creating a semi
darkness which was illuminated as great jagged fingers of 
lightning reached greedily across the sky, only to be snuffed 
out in a second. The thunder souncted like the demons 
of bell having a party as it echoed and re-echoed about the 
sky with unceasing fury. 

My thoughts turned to the sailors, and I was glad my 
feet were on terra firma and not on a rolling, bucking deck, 
with a few inches of steel between myselr and a watery 
grave. 

I searched the horizon, and there, much to my surprise, 
was a small fishing vessel, obviously in distress. I t seemed 
impossible for anything to survive in such a sea, but the 
tiny boat was just holding her own. As I watched there 
was a shower of fiery red sparks above the vessel, which 
meant send help. 

Then I suddenly realised I was soaked; it seemed mad
ness to be out in such weather. So away I went for a bath 
and change, leaving the winds and ·waves to continue their 
furious onslaught on the shore. Before I departed I had 
one more glance seaward, and there, slowly but surely head
ing tO\»'ards the vessel, was the lifeboat with its gallant crew. 
After seeing that I made my way home. Next day I heard 
all the crew of the fishing vessel were saved, and all I 
caught myself was a cold. 

D . MOLE 

. \ Funny Experience 

When I first joined the Army I was sent to Northern 
Ireland to do my primary training, and towards the end of 
the training period we went out on a battle course on the 
Mountains of Mourne. 

We left camp about seven o'clock for the training area, 
a nice fresh morning with a bit of frost in the air and a 
heavy mist. It was still very misty when we arrived, and 
we got sorted out in groups to go through the course. At 
ten o'clock it was the rum of the group I was with. Well, 
we arrived at the starting point with big fireworks exploding 
all over the place and tracer bullets whistling by overhead. 
Of course, we didn't stay in groups; we scattered all over 
the course in ones and twos; another boy and myself sruck 
together, and owing to the ground mist, missed the marking 
pegs on the course, and when we realised it we were lost, 
and owing to the mist we could not tell where we were 
going. We had been walking around for about two hours 
when we came to a big fence, and so we climbed over it. 
After ten minutes' walk, much to our surprise, we found 
ourselves back at camp and the fence we had climbed over 
was the camp boundary. We went -to the Guard Room 
and told them what had happened. The Sergeant in charge 
of the guard gave us a good telling off and sent someone to 
find the main party, which had been looking for us for over 
an hour. When the boys came in we got scragged, because 
they were late for dinner. 

J. PARSONS 

ThP .\rm:--· 

Many lads of my age in Civvy Street today do not look 
upon the Army as a good thing. I myself was one before 
joining the Army. I was a travelling herring buyer and I did 
not think I would have to go into the Army. As I grew into 

the age of 18 my papers came through for me to go for 
my medical. As a couple of weeks passed on, I was in the 
Army. I did not think much of it when I first came in, 
but as my training went on I began to like it, meeting lad 
of my age from all parts of the country. 

As time went on I was made a Local Lance-Corporal. 
After doing 16 weeks as a Local, I was sent on an N.C.O.s 
course, which I did not like at all, so I put in for a posting. 

About two weeks later I got my posting to Ripon; from 
there I was sent to Germany, to a place called Herford. 
After spending three weeks there I was flown in a Dakota 
to Berlin. 

The flight was a good one. I had never been in an aero
plane before, so it was quite a thrill. I don't ever suppose 
I will ever get a chance to fly when I get into Civvy Street 
again. So I may as well make the best of it while I am 
in the Army. 

In Berlin we have a very good N.A.A.F.I. Club, with 
anything you want to read, billiards, table tennis, darts and 
lots more things. 

Attached to the N.A.A.F.I. we have a cinema, which 
shows English pictures, and they have quite good shows 
there. 

The place I am billeted in is an eigbt-storeyed building, 
which stands opposite the cinema named the Puck and just 
above Neu-Westend underground station. 

The fiats are quite good accommodation, with good wash
ing basins and baths. This is kept dean by a cleaner, she 
being German. . 

The kit layout, which is to be laid out every morning, 
has to be good and up to the standard of the S.S.M. This 
includes the room as well. The parade· we go on in a 
morning is known as first works parade. 

First of all the roll is called by the S.S.M. After that we 
are inspected by the Orderly Officers. 

Following the parade we commence to work. I, myself, 
am an operator working on a wireless link with one out
station. We have to keep in communication with each 
other in case of an emergency in Berlin . 

One or two mornings during the week we go to educa
tion, where we do arithmetic and other subjects, such as 
story writing. I am writing this in education, and it is 
time for me to finish my work. 

So I hope the Army remains good until my demob. 
D. ALLAN 

November 
We take this opportunity of wishing all ranks of the 

Royal Signals a Merry Christmas and a Bright and Pros
perous New Year. 

" In the spring a young man's fancy lightly turns to 
love "-but if he's in Berlin right now bis fancy loves to 
turn to lights, fires or any other method known to man 
for keeping warm. 

The rapid approach of winter has already given us a 
taste of what we are to expect in the trying months ahead 
of us. If it's going to be trying for us with reduced heating, 
lighting and power, it is almost impossible to imagine how 
the local population of the Western Sectors are going to 
k1:ep warm. 

As soldiers it is our duty to take what comes-moaning 
a bit it's true-but it's extremely difficult for us who are 
politically uneducated to understand why harmless women 
and children should be subjected to such trials. The cold 
of Berlin can be very, very cold, and the fires of patriotism 
will need to be very, very hot to overcome it! 

The Airlift goes on-and we raise our hats to the intrepid 
pilots who bring the planes in with monotonous regularity 
through weather of all sorts. The recent fogs have produced 
the first breaks in the schedule, but the moment they lift 
the old familii;ir drone may at once be heard pouring out 
its song of defiance for democracy. 
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On 25th and 26th of October we were visited by the 
C.S.O. Rhine Army, Brigadier A. E. Morrison, O.B.E. On 
arriving at Gatow the C.S.O. inspected our communications 
in connection with F.A.S.0.; afterwards he lunched with 
the G.0.C. B.T.B., Major-General E. 0. Herbert, C.B., 
.C.B.E., n.s.o. The remainder of the C.S.O.'s tour on 25th 
consisted of inspecting the wireless transmitters, the Squad
ron accommodation, tea in the Warrant Officers' and 
Sergeants' Mess, where he was introduced to all the 
members, and later a " get together" at the O.C.'s resi
dence, where he met all the officers of the Squadron. The 
C.S.0. wound up his tour on 26th by inspecting the 
Signal Office, S.X. Branch, Radio P. & T. H.Q., C.C.G., 
and the P. & T. Branch of Military Government. 

When the C.S.0. left Gatow at 1530 hrs. on 26th by air 
for Biickeburg he expressed his complete satisfaction in 
all he bad seen, and for the social entertainment that he 
had received during his short but most interesting stay with 
us. 

On 9th November we said " Good-bye " to Sergeant 
Cliff Glennon, who has left us on reverting to the Home 
Establishment. Cliff had been our Orderly Room Sergeant 
s ince British Troops first entered Berlin. He was a most 
.efficient clerk and a very popular figure in the social life 
.of our Warrant Officers' and Sergeants' Mess. We wish him 
the very best of luck and hope "Mr. Records" will find 
him the sort of employment that Cliff would wish for. 

The sporting activities of the Squadron are still very 
.active. The highlight of the past months' sport bas been 
the undefeated record of the Second XI Soccer Team. 
Who said we couldn's field two sides? We take off our bats 
to Corporal " Curly" Brewer for this great effort, and 
hope that his team continues to remain at the top of the 
ladder. 

The First XI has been playing very well and are lying 
third in the B.T.B. Junior League. We hope that next 
month we shall be in a position to tell our readers that 
we have gone further to the head of the table. 

We are looking forward in the near future to a series 
of Darts Table Tennis and .22 Rifle Meetings, and we can 
promise 'all our rivals some very stiff opposition in all these 
events. 

Marriages. On 3rd November, 1948, in the Chapel of 
the Garrison Church of St. George, a quiet wedding took 
place between Signalman C. Harrison and Marianne 
Hedwig Elsa Falk. We wish them both the very best of 
luck. 

A Photography Club is now in the making; quite a 
c!onsiderable amount of equipment and material bas been 
granted to us by Welfare. Lieutenant M. Greenwood is 
President of the Club, and, with the very capable assis
tance of Sergeant Naylor-our "Schooly "-it is hoped that 
the Squadron will be overrun with budding photographers. 

41 GARRISOS SIGNAL TROOP 
Book of Holland 

ROCK.Y 

October 
The Troop is perhaps little known in the Corps, although 

some thousands of Royal Signal personnel have passed 
through 113 Transit Camp since 1945. So here is a brief 

.outline of the activities of this little outpost. 
The Troop is made up of 1 officer and 25 O.R.s, and is 

housed in Nissen huts in the Permanent Staff Camp of 113 
Transit Camp, Hook of Holland. Our main job is the 
handling of S.D.S. traffic between War Office and B.A.0.R. 
and Austria. We run a small Signal Office with teleprinter 
direct to Rhine Army. In addition, we have rather an 
elaborate telephone set-up for the Transit Camp, with a four
position manual exchange m~nned (or should I say 
womanned?) by Dutch females. The latter are all good 
English-speaking girls and quite efficient. 

Amenities are few, such as the Camp Cinema, Gymnasium 
with ample facilities for basketball and badminton. Usual 
N.A.A.F.I. facilities. The Troop combines with the local 
C.R.S. to make a football team which bas had good results 
in the past and is looking forward to a successful winter 
season. 

We are fortunate in that we are allowed to change our pay 
into local currency, and can therefore hit the fleshpots such 
as Rotterdam and The Hague, both within easy reach. This 
is a distinct advantage over Troops in Germany, as life in 

41 Garrison Signal Troop 
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Holland is fairly normal and shop appear to be .well stocked. 
There is, however, a strict rationing system in the country 

and coupons are required for almost everything except shoes 
and boot. 

Contrary to general opinion, we get no more leave in U.K. 
than anyone else in B.A.O.R. The idea that we can just slip 
aero s for the week-end is a myth. There i a weekly dance 
in the N.A.A.F.I. at which only the best Dutch girls are 
invited-and they do not wear clogs. The winter is almo t 
with u and eyes are turned towards the ice rink in The 
Hague and the Troop will actually be putting on their skates. 

The' personnel at present serving with the Troop are 
Captain R. Prendergast, M.C., Royal Signals (O.C.), Corporals 
Robertson, McClelland, Reece, Lance-Corporals Moisley, 
Laidlaw Signalmen Jenkins, Brant, Elsender, J obnstone, 
Kelly, Parkes, Phillips, Porter, Pickett, Ronnie, Davison, 
Berry, Moors, Ager, Barton, Royan, Driver Pratt. A group 
photograph is published in these notes. 

This is just a trial effort, and the scribe is remaining 
anonymous in case there are any repercussions, but the notes 
are submitted in the hope that they will be improved upon 
in future issues, and the full support of all members of the• 
Troop with stories, pictures or any other items of interest 
is solicited. 

So come, scribes, let us have your news and put 41 Garri
on Signal Troop on the map. We are just as important a 

cog in the machi~e as any other Unit in the Corps. 
ARCON III 

:Xo. l WlllELESS llEGDIENT 
Hamburg 

Since our last notes many old faces have departed, some 
beating the deferment announcement by only a few days. 
Captain B. S. Walker went to U.K. to sit a qualifying 
examination for No. 3 Technical Staff Course, which we now 
understand he has passed. Captain C. F. Vinn bas left us 
to explore new fields and Second-Lieutenant R. Webster, 
who just managed to get away before the deferment news, 
has taken upon himself the cares of civilian life. Other 
departures mclude R.Q.M.S. Stratton and family on 
Python, and Sergeant Drummond to Austria. In whatever 
sphere they now find themselves, we wish them the very best 
of luck. 

Captain Bickersta.ffe joined us from Austria early in Sep
tember and several small drafts of trainees have arrived. 
Unfortunately, our reinforcements have in no way equalled 
our losses, but the deferment announcement, although 
unpalatable, will help us to carry out our commitments 
during the next quarter. 

We were pleased to welcome Colonel Water Scott, o.B.E., 
who paid us a short visit from the War Office during Septem
ber. He gave us an interesting talk on past, present and 
likely future events. 

Sport. So far our soccer team have not met with the 
same success as last season, having only won two games out 
of the six played. However, the team is really much better 
than league tables have so far shown. They were only beaten 
by the odd goal in the games against the two league leaders, 
and with more accurate shooting in front of goal they will do 
much better. 

We have entered a rugger XV in the Hamburg District 
League, but so far have not played any matches. The talent 
i:; fairly good and we look forward to a good season in this 
new venture. 

Inter-Troop hockey and basketball matches are still being 
played with much enthusiasm, and keen rivalry exists between 
the teams. A basketball team is being selected to compete 
in the Schleswig Holstein League and we hope to enter quite 
a formidable side. 

There are several exponents of the art of shooting in the 
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Unit. Duck and hare can be obtained in the vicinity for a 
little patience, and even wild pig bas been known to be 
brought back to the camp, but much more patience is needed 
for this rare prize. The other day a frantic telephone call 
was received from the local game warden to the effect that 
numerou wild pigs had been tracked down in the Lockstedt 
area and imploring us to send out about a dozen guns. With 
tho1.Jghts of a good afternoon's sport and the taste of roast 
pork for dinner in their mouths, a party was despatched to 
the scene. Someone must have telephoned the pigs, too, 
because although they beat almost every wood in Schleswig 
Holstein, they only saw a few hares and a red fox. However, 
Captain Craggs, who had been wise enough to take a shot
gun besides a .303 rifle, accounted for two hares, so the party 
did not return empty-handed. 

No. 4 A.G.Il.A. SIGNAL S(tlfADRON 

Luneburg 
November 

Very little of outstanding interest has happened within 
the Unit during the past month or two--apart, perhaps, 
from the gladly welcomed compulsory deferment of Groups 
76 onwards, welcome that is by almost all concerned-and, 
in consequence, it's very difficult m write an article of par
ticular interest. I must get a literary-minded member of the 
Squadron to do a write up on Luneberg, which should 
supply heaps of ,subject matter for an interesting article. 
This is no promise, but merely a possibility. What about 
you other Unit scribes reciprocating with something in a 
similar vein? 
. Training. Individµal training of O.W.L.s bas commenced, 
and our old friend, the impish A.M.P., continues his per
petual pursuit of MEG OHM around resistive circuits. 
Despite the difficulties consistent with static roles and under-

. establishment, a fair amount of success bas been achieved. 
Trainees from 3rd Hussars, 15th Medium and 29th 

Field Regiments, R.A., were very reluctant to return to 
their respective troops, but one rather suspects that the 
good food, accommodation and amenities at Squadron H.Q. 
were more responsible for that attitude than the thirst for 
knowledge. 

Sport. Sporting activities-legitimate-have been confined 
mainly to football, and our first three games were all 
reverses. No doubt the heights to which we rose last season 
somewhat dwarfed our lads' efforts, but the last four games 
have seen a revival and a better heart-three wins and one 
loss. We have great hopes of continuing the winning strain 
and to maintain the high level of Signals soccer. 

Arrivals and Departures. The hand of welcome is extended 
to all. newcomers to the Squadron, including Sergeant 
" Monty" Trusscott, known no doubt to many of the old 
brigade of East of Suez and the Yellow River Districts
Grip on! May you all be with us for a long, long time, and 
may your stay be pleasant. 

Christmas preparations are afoot, and, on a note of pend
ing festivities, more of which anon, I'll say: Cheerio, 
everybody! 

ILU::\'OVER DISTRICT SIGNAL S(tUADRON, 

October 
Well, chaps, here we are again with another round-up of 

the news of the Unit. To start with, the weather is of the 
decidedly sticky kind. It's done everything so far except 
rain upwards. I expect it'll have a go at that next. 

The hockey team bas got off to a good start this season 
under the paternal eye of Lieutenant Roderick. We've only 
played two matches so far and on both occasions emerged 
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triumphant; against 16 Independent Parachute Brigade 
Group Signal Squadron and 125 Transit Camp. Let's hope 
we do as well against 1st Rifle Brigade in the first round of 
the B.A.0.R. Inter-Unit Trophy. 

We're doing well in the Football League, too, the three 
wins to our credit being 6-0 against 3 Medium Workshops, 
4-1 against 156 Vehicle Park, and 2-0 against H.Q. 16 
Independent Parachute Brigade Group. We are also the 
possessors of one resounding defeat. 16 Independent Para
chute Brigade Group Signal Squadron really rubbed it in 
with a score of 8-0. 'Orrible. Our star forward is Signal
man " Cannonball " Carter, who has scored nine goals out 
of our total of 12. Well done, mate; keep it up. Our regular 
goalkeeper, Sergeant Rees, is on the injured list, so be says, 
but Corporal Meese is deputising very efficiently. We 
mustn't forget Sergeants Hayes and Chalker, who are the 
big noises in running the team. It's with regret we say 
" Good-bye" to our captain, S.Q.M.S. Harding, who is 
being posted to H.Q. B.A.0.R. Signal Regiment very 
shortly. 

We have a Unit Dance every other Thursday run by 
Sergeant Rees, and so far they are a great success. There 
are plans afoot for a big "do" over Christmas and New 
Year, but of that, more anon. 

A few congratulations seem indicated here. First, to 
Sergeant Murdoch, who is now a very proud Poppa. Mrs. 
Murdoch has presented him with a bonny baby daughter. 
Mrs. Murdoch was very ill at the time, but we are glad to 
say that she has fully recovered. 

Our best wishes also go out to S.Q.M.S. Bruce and 
Signalman Haggis, who are taking the plunge sometime in 
the near future. Take warning, lads, a man cannot work 
for two masters. Anyway, they're going to try. 

As that seems to be the lot for this month, until next 
time we bid you Adios Amigos. 

JUG BEER 

Tlae ~lystery of •• Sweetbriars" 
By F. W. STANJl{;llY 

WHEN a youth I .Jived in the country, halfway between 
Tidemouth and Crocken, attending school at Tide

mouth, about 1 t miles away. About half-a-mile distant 
from my home stood an old house named " Sweetbriars," 
which was approached by a long drive. No one bad lived 
there for many years, the windows were shuttered, doors 
locked and what were once gardens were now a jungle-like 
mass practically impossible to penetrate. Local people 
shunned its neighbourhood-rumours were that the house 
was haunted and no one had ever known people living 
there. As boys we always passed the house with nervous 
feelings expecting something terrible happening to us. 
During the war years when evacuation of children took place 
and the housing shortage was acute, the local Council 
decided to take charge of the house and prepare it for 
the accommodation of refugees. 

Workmen were sent there but they always seemed full of 
fear, some even saying they had seen an ape-like creature 
peeping at them through the bushes. In time the grounds 
were cleared, and then · the door was broken down and 
shutters removed. Inside the house, all the rooms were 
fumished with good furniture, hanging in both drawing 
and dining-room were oil paintings of a lovely young lady, 
the bedrooms held beds made . many years ago, and every
thing looked as if the people had suddenly gone away 
intending to return-even the larder held decayed food
stuffs. The workmen inspected the house in a state of fear; 
as lads they bad beard such stories of the place, and growing 
years had not altered their beliefs. The climax came when 
they were admirmg the oil painting. A cold hand touched 
the bead of one. Turning around he saw an ape-like figure 
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which immediately disappeared. He was too frightened to 
speak, then fell in a faint with such startling eyes that 
his mates could not understand, and, after recovery, he was 
too terrified to explain. Just then the same face was seen 
by them all, looking through the window, then disappearing. 
They stood still, powerless to move with fright, but upon 
recovering left the house to report to their master, who 
reproached them for their cowardice. The next day a party 
of men was sent to the house to make a search, and one 
of them hurriedly left after seeing the figure in a passage. 
Finally all the workmen refused to work in the house. 

News of the strange happenings reached the papers, and 
a Research Society decided to send some of their members 
to investigate. They went armed and slept in the house, 
occupying the bedrooms. During the night they beard 
strange noises downstains, which they went to investigate. 
Upon opening the dining-room door, something felled one 
to the ground and a strange figure passed them, too quickly 
to stop. The following night they decided to remain in the 
dining-room, fully armed, and resolved to elucidate the 
mystery. After a !Ong, tedious watch they beard the door 
opening, and a volley of shots fired in that direction pro
duced a deafening scream. With their torches they saw. an 
ape-like figure on the ground, a human being, unwashed 
and unshaven for many years. He muttered, " Beneath the 
stable "-and passed away. 

The next day they searched the stable and found a trap 
door leading beneath. There, in a cellar, lay the remains 
of a human body (his wife), who bad been dead for many 
years, and a heap of straw where he had kept constant 
vigil. 

The mystery of " Sweetbriars" bad now been solved. 

CURIS'l'~L~S llELLS 

Ring, Christmas Bells! Ring your peals o'er land and sea; 
Send God's message of Love, Peace and Liberty. 
Give all men courage, strength, strong hope and light; 
May they pray daily for wrongs to be set right. 

Ring, Christmas Bells, ring! Gladden all hearts today; 
May troubles cease, and life be lived God's way. 
Angels speak the words of Peace and Goodwill; 
Yet men live to quarrel, fight and even kill. 

Ring, Christmas Bells, ring! The world bears your sound; 
Still misery rules, full joys can't be found. 
Men don't understand the message sent out; 
And without Faith, it's the Truth they doubt. 

Ring, Christmas Bells, ring! Time alone will tell· 
Men's hearts will change, the world will then know well 
That · Peace bas been found, all evil bath fl.own· 
Christmas Bells, ring! Your good seeds are sown. 

LANCE-CORPOR..o.L F. w. STANBURY 

.\f'KNOWLEDG:llE.~TS 

We acknowledge with thanks receipt of the following: -

THE THISTLE, October. 

R.E.M.E., November and December. 

THE JOURNAL OF THE ROYAL ARMY ERVICE CoRP ' 
November. 

THE Q EEN'S OwN GAZETTE, ovember. 

ST. GEORGE' GAZETTE, October. 

THE CArrERICK ExPRE , 29th October, 12th and 26th 
November. 



Otl1e1· 
Overseas 

t a tions 
So. 3 G.U.Q. SIGNAL REGIMENT 

Fayid 
October 

Once again we enter the pages of THE WIRE y;ith a few 
lines giving the latest news. 

Since our last appearance many changes have taken place 
in the Regiment, due primarily to a decrease in man-power. 
Two shift systems are in full swing, and our Regulars have 
the odd eye open for the day when tl).ere will be but one 
shift left to handle communications. Communications 
which, none the less, are still handled with typical Royal 

ignals efficiency. 
Although the all-swamping rain season fast approaches, 

planting of gardens round the tent areas continues apace. 
Keen competition continues for who will be the holder of the 
best allotment, such person to be munificently rewarded with 
Pounds, Egyptian, One. 

Corporal Bertie Beale, former London District swimming 
champion, recently came first and second respectively in the 
220 and 440 yards during the Inter-Services Swimming at 
Moascar. A good achievement. 

Apropos the subject of swimming, bathers in the -Great 
Bitter Lake are having to keep a sharp eye open for sharks
tbe sea variety, as distinct from the routs of Fayid village. 

The Lake still draws the yachting enthusiasts, who spend 
most of their spare time presumably cruising by day and 
" boozing " by night. 

On a smaller scale, the Inter-Squadron Sports in the Unit 

Speedway racing at Fayid-a heat in progress 

are keenly followed by enthusiasts. Our Royal Navy attaches 
are providing strong competition in this field. 

Last but by no means least, "Mercury," the Unit's own 
open-air theatre, has presented spme very successful plays 
and variety shows in the past few weeks, mostly performed 
by members of the Regiment. Among them has been " You 
Can't Take It With You," and under the guidance of 
Lieutenants Rolls and Shipton they continue to provide 
attractive entertainment. We are indebted to the Signals 
A.T.S. for their help and co-operation, which bas made 
success possible. 

The interest of the moment other than, of course, the 
opening of the football and Rugby season, is speedway racing. 

With the finish of athletics, the District ground has been 
adapted for speedway racing, and the strange contraptions 
appearing on the track are a compliment to the ingenuity of 
the riders. T he Unit have won the Challenge Cup but will 
have to fight hard to hold it as the interest is spreading and 
competition is becoming closer. 

" Blue Aces " dirt track riders-w.inn ers of the first round at Fayid , 1948 
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With the close of the cricket season, we emerged at the 
top of the Cricket League. Mention should be made of the 
bowling of Signalman Williams, the able assistance of 
Lieutenant Cox and S.S.M. Swinson, and the underarm 
slows of Captain M eik (3 1 wickets at 7 runs each). 

The opening of the football season will see us well to the 
fore, and Captain Willis has the fortunes of the Rugby XV 
under his care. Other activities include an active Camera 
Club, under the guidance of Captain Beard. 

The photograph shows our speedway enthusiasts with their 
" blue aces " badge. Prominent among them is Lieutenant 
Turner, who is primarily responsible that the machines do 
their stuff. 

Warrant Officers' and Sergeants' M ess. Many of you will 
be interested to know that R.S .M. S. French (ex-49th Divi
sion, T.A.) has arrived to take over from R.S.M. W. Rowbory, 
who has been in hospital for some time and is due for Python 
in the near future. I can smell those D . and D. Courses 
coming along. 

Many of our members have their wives in the Middle East 
now, a few members making the trip from Ismailia to Fayid 
and returning daily. The wives, by the way, are rapidly 
discovering that a piastre bas only a mythical value. 

The Mess dances still continue to be very popular in the 
Fayid area, as most ex-members will be pleased to hear. We 
notice, of course, the lack of dance bands now that the 
P.o.W. have rerurned to their homeland, but the Unit Band 
will be re-formed shortly, with Sergeant Kent as manager. 

Past members of the Mess will share our regret in the 
mysterious demise of the goldfish. These have always been 
a source of delight to visitors and no satisfactory explanation 
can be found for this unfortunate incident. 

Our swimming activities have been curtailed somewhat 
during the past month owing to shark warnings being posted 
alongside the Bitter Lake, but as Joe Goldsmith used to say, 
"Dog don't eat dog." S.S.M. Swinson has left us for a 
course in the U .K., where, in bis own words, " I shall be 
learning how to make out a 252." Our R.E.M.E. sergeant, 
Sergeant Nickerson, will shortly be wending his way towards 
the altar. Best of luck, " Nick." 

The Mess was successful in winning the Area Darts Com
petition last year, and the cup is now being competed for 
once again. Unfortunately, the " A" team has been knocked 
out, but the " B " team are now in the second round, so we 
have hopes of retaining the cup. 
. The Area Snooker Cup was also won by the Mess after 
some good matches against Messes in the Area. Now that 
S.Q.M.S. Wride is back with us once again, we have hopes 
of retaining the cup when it is next c;ompeted for. 

We have attached to us eleven C.P.O.s and P.0.s of the 
Royal Navy, and a short while ago we bad the R.A.F. also, 
so we are well up in Combined Operations, especially around 
the Shopping Centre area, as most ex-members will remember. 

No. l L. OF C. SIGNAi, llEGI .lUENT, 1\1.E .L.F . 
Dallnh 

November 
On introducing ourselves to THE WIRE we wish all 

members and ex-members of the Corps a happy Christmas 
and a prosperous New Year. 

Visit of the D.C.l.G.S . On Monday, 1st November, we 
were visited by Lieutenant General Sir K. N . Crawford, 
K.C.B., M.C., Deputy Chief of the Imperial General taff. 
The General was accompanied by Major-General C. M. F . 
W hite, C.B., C.B.E., n.s.o., Chief Signal Officer, M,E.L.F. 

This Regiment is camped in a "war-time" R.A.F. Station 
in the Canal North Zone, and i about three miles ·from 
the Suez Canal. The occa ional troopship goes sailing by 
at the odd eight knots, and the usual cries are heard a 
were spoken 30 years ago, or more-" Get yer knees brown," 
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ex-Far East cry, or "You're going the wrong way," poor 
blighters proceeding South, and hoping Python will be cut 
down from three to two and a half years, or even less. 

Our camp is virtually self-contained, in fact it could be 
called a " Village " (Salt Lake Village), for it contains two 
churches, a cinema, bazaar shops and the usual messes and 
canteens in reu of " pubs." Of course, we are completely 
denuded of grass, the camp being erected on the bed of the 
old Lake Ballah, which, unfortunately, produces a salty, 
damp atmosphere all the year round, and the sandy soil 
churns into mud during the winter and after any rainstorms 
-this atmosphere spoils the camp. Otherwise we are as 
well off as any other camp in the Zone. The cinema gives 
us a nightly change of all kinds of films and really serves us 
well. As we are 16 miles ·from Moascar, one can well 
appreciate th;s amenity. The weekly game of "Ho•1se" 
helps the "debits " into "credits," while the occasional 
dance or social event at the Warant Officers' and Sergeants' 
Mess breaks the monotony of a quiet night life. Welfare 
wireless sets provide us with our radio listening. 

Our role is that of a reserve Signal Regiment, and our 
tasks are most varied, for we send off complete troops and 
detachments all over the Middle East on demand. We have 
troops in Tripolitania, Cyrena;ca and throughout the Canal 
Zone. We also ass;sted greatly i11 Palestine. Together with 
other Signal Regiments, we have an active life in the wireless 
and telecommunications of the Canal Zone. The odd 
V.H.F. experiments are carried out and put into practice. 
In addition to this, we have a Training Wing with courses 
for N.C.0. Leadership, U.G. Cable and Cipher for all 
Signals personnel in the theatre. 

Warrant Officers' and Sergeants' Mess. Owing to the 
sma11 number of resident members in the Mess, our social 
activities are very limited, being confined mainly to sports 
fixtures. As about 75 per cent. of the members live out or 
are on detachment, the " home" members, at present 14 
strong, can invariably be seen nightly drifting in the direc
tion of our open-air cinema, although one or two members 
still find time to do their daily "elbow exercises." 

Amateur Radio. Our radio "hams" are disgusted at 
their present fate, for they are " off " the air by orders-
a bitter blow, but they have not given up hope, for every 
evening MD5AA comes in all smiles and says, "It works," 
and proceeds to pull it to pieces again and build another 
sender, while MD5CN constructs "snorter" and an aerial. 
So the days, or rather nights, go on, dismantling and 
reassembling and living in hopes. But, if any radio 
enthusiasts care to give us a call on the 28 M/c/s Band • 
and require a report, we may be listening on log. G2EC 
heard a.m. 31st October, 1948, QSA5s. 

Sport. The Regiment takes part in all Army sports and 
it is represented in the Canal orth Di trict Hockey and 
Football Leagues. The teams are now getting into action 
and we hope to see some excellent games. During the " bot " 
season all ranks took advantage of the swimming and sun
ba king at the various lidos along the Canal or Lake Timsah 
clubs. A number also enjoyed sailing on Lake Timsab. 

The Regimental cricket team's results for the season 
were: Won 7, lost 8, so it was a pretty even result. 

No. 26 Tele Operating T roop are to be congratulated on 
their splendid efforts in keeping the Troop cricket alive. 
They really took on all comers, and their results were: Won 
7, lo t 3. 

Captain Gordon and Captain (T.O.M.) lVIinns met and 
helped to entertain the Australian Test cricketers when 
they passed through Port Said. What a grand et of 
fellows they are, too. 

* * * 
U EUNIO:\"-\VAZIRISTA:\" IHSTIUCT S IGN ALS 

All ranks intere ted in a reunion in London hould get in 
touch with D . Jamie on, t. John's College, Oxford. 
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EGYPT CO'ltDI.\ -D IGI\""AI. REGIHENT 

lUoascar 
October 

General. Firstly, to all ranks of the Corps-past, present 
and futur~a happy and non-austerity Christmas and a 
pr perous peaceful and D.0.V.-free New Year. . 

October aw the arrival of Brigadier C. A. H. Chadwick, 
c.B.E., to take over the duties of C.S.0., H.Q. B.T.E. and 
;\1.editerranean Command, and the departure of Brigadier H. 
Bartlett, c.B.E., on the Empire Halladale to the "land" of 
Ix-ginning again. 

No. l SQUADRON. The Squadron is coping with its 
new commitments, but certain persons, who do not believe 
that grey hair carries with it an air of distinction, have been 
een combing the chemists for hair dye. 

Hockey. The Squadron and R.H.Q. combine to form 
" Moascar Signals," and have entered a team in the 
Garrison League. So far we have played three matches, 
winning two and losing one. The youngsters are being 
taught the game, that, judging by the average age of the 
team, seems to have been learned by most of them between 
walks to Cbitral. R.S.M. "Darky " Irvin, who now wears 
a sircingle for a Sam Browne, bas given up the stick for 
the whistle, the Q.M. having refused to issue an E.P.I.P. 
tent to make him a pair of shorts. 

Rugby. For the first time since 1938, the Army Cup is 
being put up for competition. Our C.O., Lieutenant-Colonel 
J. C. Hardy, himself a player of repute, is assisting in 
training the team, and it is hoped that C.A.F.S.O., Colonel 
C. Danby, will also assist. With these two officers, who 
have done so much for Corps "rugger," we hope to go far. 

T.E.K. DETACHMENT. The Det. is still " honour" 
bound! The weekly trips to Cairo still continue. What the 
attraction is to "bods" living in the luxurious No. 5 B.O.D. 
is hard to define . But a strict ruling has been made that 
10-sets will not be used on Pyramids. 

o. 2 SQUADRON. Since our last notes things have 
happened. U.K. weather descended on us in the early hours 
of the morning. It is a cross between a Scotch mist and 
a November fog. 

The Squadron linemen are having the time of their lives; 
the "Scotch mist" plays all sorts of tricks on the D.P.s. 
What with this and the " locals" collecting lead, there is 
never a dull moment. 

We had a visit from the new C.S.0., Brigadier Chadwick. 
The highlight of the C.S.O.'s visit was when he spoke to 
an ex-Naval type officer of the Squadron, who replied : 
" Aye aye, sir." 

There have been a few changes in the Squadron during 
the past month, the main one being Lieutenant Callaghan 
to R.H.Q. (No. 109 M.U., please note). 

Sport. The sporting activities of the Squadron were 
carried on during October with the same zeal and enthu
siasm of former months, the chief centres of interest being: 

Soccer. October saw the commencement of the Canal 
South Soccer League championship, and the Squadron, 
having entered Division II, played the first match on 
10th October versus No. 223 Company, R.A.S.C. To date 
three league games have been played. Although, as yet, we 
have only drawn one match and lost two, the Squadron 
team is rapidly settling down, and we hope fo give a good 
account of ourselves in future matches. 

The Inter-Troop Tournament was started early in 
October, and this is causing great inter--Troop sporting 
rivalry, and we have seen our dark horses in soccer really 
excelling themselves on the field of contest. 

Three friendly matches were played also, versus Nos. 1 
and 2 Squadrons of No. 3 G.H.Q. Signal Regiment, and 
to date the Squadron have won two and lost one. 

Basketbal.l. A number of matche were played during 
October, and in every game the Squadron proved the 
victors. Our finest achievements were a double win over our 
brothers in arms of No. 3 G.H.Q. Signal Regiment, whom 
we beat 42-8 and 4-2. 

Tennis. A Squadron Tennis Doubles/Singles Tourna
ment was run towards the end of the month, and several 
enjoyable · afternoons were spent on the Olympia courts, 
while our Jack Kramers and Fred Perrys battled it out. 
Our old friend, Sergeant-Major Knight, showed the 
younger members of the Squadron that you can't keep a 
good man down, even though his girth is widening and 
his hair is turning grey. In a splendid match with Corporal 
Ogden, who also put up a very fine performance, he 
defeated his opponent, 6-2, 6-2, to win the final of 
the singles. 

In the doubles, S.S.M. Knight again figured prominently, 
for, partnered by Captain Spence (ex-Punka Wallahs note) 
they reached the finals, only to be beaten 6-3, 4-6, .6-4 
by Captain Wood and Lieutenant Hellier. 

Rugby. The Squadron will not be running a rugby team 
in the District League, but already No. 2 Squadron is 
making its name heard in t;he Rugby world, since four of 
its members, Lance-Corporal Peers, Signalmen Lloyd, 
Ernest and Hurley, have b::en chosen to play in the repre
sentatives' Rugby trials on Saturday, 30th October. 

Darts. Although an indoor game, it is worthy of note 
that the darts tournament, now being run in the Squadron, 
is proving extremely successful. 

WEST AFlll('A CO~llUAND SIGNAi, UEGIMENT 

November 
GOLD COAST SIGNAL SQUADRON, ACCRA. 

Greetings once more to all WIRE fans, both serving and 
ex-members, from here in Accra, British West Africa. 

We extend the hand of welcome to Mrs. Dutton, wife 
of Captain Dutton, Royal Signals, and feel sure that her 
stay will be an enjoyable one. Further reinforcements are 
expected on the next boat, but at the moment their identi
ties cannot be disclosed, for the very good reason that as 
yet they are not known here. 

In this issue we say a somewhat premature " Good-bye " 
to Captain August and family, Captain Philp, Sergeants 
Barrett, Elliott, Grant, " Mush" Kennedy, Howells, Nixon 

The G.O.C.-in-C. t alking w ith R.S.M. Braisnah, Moshi 
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The G.O.C.-in-C. discusses "Q" with Major Bolam and R.Q.M.S. 
French 

and Stewart, who are due to leave us for the U.K. in the 
near future. They take with them our best wishes. 

Our new G.0.C.-in-Chief, Lieutenant-General C. G . G. 
Nicholson, C.B., C.B.E., n.s.o., M.C., G.O.C.-in-Chief West 
Africa, inspected the Unit one day last month . The G .0.C., 
who was conducted on his tour of inspection by the Officer 
Commanding, Major F. G. Bolam, displayed a keen interest 
:in all that he saw, particularly the Signal Office and our 
newly-acquired 53-Sets. 

The weather here is once more beginning to stoke up, 
and the beach is the centre of attraction during off-duty 
hours. " Bods," varying in colour from an attractive pink 
to a well-done brown, are busy practising their beach 
landings with the aid of their three-foot surfboards. Some 
are even running a taxi service for the benefit of the many 
youngsters who share in the fun by jumping on the backs 
of the ever-obliging soldiery out to sea and enjoy a free 
ride back to base. So far, no mermaids have been encoun
tered. Too many "sharks." For those who enjoy an ice
-cream after their dip, the position is disappointing. We have 
only oranges, pineapple, bananas and coconu ts to offer. 
The N.A.A.F.I. beach hut offers a supporting line in " teas 
and wads." 

Palm Beach holds nothing over us here, and if this is 
the land of the white man's grave, nothing has hitherto been 
said of its jovial ghosts. 

European Day has recommenced this month after a 
short break. For those unfamiliar with the term, this repre
sents a day, usually Monday of each week, on which all 
available Europeans of the Unit are relieved from normal 
duties for the purpose of collective training, varying in 
nature and usually planned on very pleasant lines. Recent 
practices have commenced with an early morning trip down 
to the beach. Individual effort is the medium of transport 
on these occasions in the form of a "run in the sun." It is 
therefore accurate to say that a person gets there under his 
own " steam.'' On arrival, and having cooled off, a dip 
in the pool is the next phase, but there is a catch in this 
to the tune of a three lenghs' swim of the bath in full 
dress. The incentive is provided by the aroma · of bacon 
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and e~gs frying on the beach close by, breakfast being the 
next Item on the agenda. After breakfast comes the bitter 
bit, represented by the assault course at the West African 
School of Infantry, further down the beach. To those who 
have already tried lifting bacon and eggs over a 20-foot 
"monkey run" in these climes (GRIP), there is little left 
to t~e imagination. The day is invariably balanced by 
pracnces of a somewhat more studious, if less strenuous, 
nature, Often they take the form of short wireless schemes 
or a series of lectures designed to familiarise each and all 
with the various functions of the Unit with which one 
may not normally be associated. 

W17 are anticipating a large-scale coast- to-coast signal 
exercise scheduled for the future. This may provide food 
for interesting comments in subsequent notes. 

Business is brisk in this part of the world, where almost 
every C?n~ivable item of merchandise can be sought with 
money m lieu of coupons. A couple of us here are resisting 

. the temptation of opening up a butcher's shop on the 
strength of much of the "bush cow" and lesser livestock 
that seem to roam around pretty freely. To this end, an 
~ssum~ lo~! name r:iay assis~ the goodwill aspect and, 
m anucipauon, we begm adverusing: -

At Mensah's shoi>--one moment stop, 
And on the counter rattle. 
Immediate pay, without delay, 
And you'll be served with the best of cattle. 
Tip-top quality, rock-bottom prices; 
If the pieces don't suit you 
We'll cut 'em in slices. 

Please take your pick and pay up quick, 
And we will fill your basket 
With steak and kidney, heart or ribs
You only have to ask it. 
We've this and that for your old tom cat, 
And odds and ends for doggie. 
We're always ready to oblige, 
Wind, rain or foggy. 

Upon our word, you've never heard 
Of " bush cow " such as ours, we declare. 
We've fat, lard and dripping-oh, isn't it ripping
To say that it's rationed back there. 
Come one and all, both great and small, 
We're here to do your bidding. 
We'll fulfil your requirement to speed our retire

ment-
And in this we can s~y we're not kidding. 

By the time that these notes go to press (assuming that 
they do), Christmas will once more be upon us. We, in 

. Gold Co~st Signal Squadron, therefore join in wishing 
WIRE fans a Very Merry Christmas (white one where 
possible) and a Happy and Prosperous New Year. 

JONAH 

NIGERIA SIGNAL SQUADRON, LAGOS. We had 
the pleasure of a visit from the Chief Signal Officer, Colonel 
C.H. Lyddon, who visited the Unit and Out-Stations during 
October. 

Despite the little leisure time at his disposal he still 
contrived to show the Squadron officers how to win both at 
indoor and outdoor games. 

However, with luck, we hope for a return match in the 
New Year. 

N.C.O.s. We have said farewell to one or two old faces 
from both Sergeants' and Corporals' Messes, but are plea ed 
to welcome three new corporals from Gold Coast to the 
fold, especially as we have three N.C.0.s in Hospital with 
football injuries, etc. 

A Description of Lagos. We thought that this month you 
might be interested in hearing about Lagos itself. You may 



be seeing it one of these da and perhaps your family too, 
if ·ou have one. . . 

First of all, the means of getting ~ere-Ike1a All'pOrt, 
about 10 mile from Lago , is 3,010 i:i1Je ~rC!m Londo~-
22 hours' flying time by B.A.O.C. ur mail ts normally a 
two or three days' service on five da •s per week. 

The troopship on this run-the " Empire Bure "-;-takes 
approximately 17 days, the mail hip 13 days, callmg at 
port en route. . · b 

The H.Q. area of which we are a part is s1t~ated a out 
five miles by road from the centre of Lago , wh~ch, as you 
problbly know, is on an island, joined by one bridge to the 
mainland. mil fr 

We are at Apapa on the. mainland, about one e om 
the main wharf, which is straight a~oss the harbour from 
Lago , and a very pretty_ sight .at rught. . . 

Lagos, with suburbs, is a city of some quarter millt~m 
inhabitants rather cosmopolitan, mainly Yoruba but with 
a fair pro~rtion of Ibo and quite a few Hausa trade.rs from 
the Northern Area. . . . 

The main shopping centre is on the 0arma, which I 

on a front overlooking the harbour. The big shops are run 
by British, Syrians, French, l?dians _and Swiss, although 
the African traders are expandmg rapidly .These shops .are 
extremely well stocked with every lin~ of gO?ds, but prices 
are much higher than at home. This applies to food 11 

well. . 
In town there are some six open-air cmemas. Also there 

are three Europ~n Clubs, which have very reasonabl~ f.ees 
and are open to any European. Sports of every descnpttC!n 
play a big part in the list of pastimes. There are two mam 
beaches-Victoria and Tarquah Bay. To reach the latt~r 
one has to go by the welfare launch, "_Libr~ "-t~ere ~s 
a nice beach and canteen, and good sw1mmmg. V1ctc:iria 
Beach is rather dangerous unless one is a very good SWlill
mer. And, of course, one always has the normal regimental 
and civilian dances. 

There is quite a large European P?Pulation, and z:n~ny 
families out here. The rate of sickness 1s low and, providmg 
one takes the normal medical precautions, one can expect 
to do a tour without an apple a day. 

The climate is cool to warm in summer and rather hot 
in winter, but by no means unbearable. Rainfall is heavy 
for a month in spring, and very occasional storms through
out the year. 

You will find that the African is normally of quite a 
cheery disposition, though since the war ther~ has been _a 
large incidence of minor qime. The Police Force is 
extremely efficient, however. 

Before putting your name down for West Africa-a word 
of warning. Don't promise rashly to send home nylons, etc. 
-imported goods are not allowed to be re-exported. There 
are, however, Australian food parcel schemes, and also you 
are allowed to send one welfare food parcel per month. 
Goods made in the country-from beef fat to crocodile 
handbags-may be exported. 

And if this land of tinned milk and bottled honey still 
doesn't appeal-there are unlimited cigarettes! 

Soccer. Our European team won the League by beating 
Ordnance Depot 4-2. 

Our A.O.R team finished third in the African League, 
but had a lot of bad luck due to discharges. 

Hockey. We won the Hockey League without a single 
defeat, and the stalwart defence only conceded two goals 
throughout. 

Cricket. There is no league running as yet, but we have 
had several enjoyable games with mainly wins against both 
civilian and Army teams. 

Boxing. In the District Boxing Championships we com
bined with Staff, two of this Unit finally being selected for 
the team. Unfortunately the first night during individual 
matches our two men drew against each other. Lance-

Corporal Osigidu eventually reached the semi-finals but wa 
beaten after a very hard fight and won the best loser's 
medal. The team finished second in Southern Area. 

S.X. URA~C.11, 11.q., 11.T.E., AND 

~IEUITERUANEAN (:OM.HAND 

Ismnilla 
November 

We've looked in a lot of WIRE back-numbers but can find 
no trace of any notes from us for many years past. Perhaps, 
therefore, we should introduce ourselves - we're really 
C.S.0 .s Branch H.Q. British Troops in Egypt ~nd 
Mediterranean Command, late of Semiramis Hotel, Cairo. 
Nobody is quite sure why we call . oursel".'es S.X. Bra~ch, 
but at least it prevents confusion with our gwdes, 
philosophers and friends (we hope) of X Branch, G.H.Q. 

We have just said " Good-bye" to Brigadier H. Bartlett, 
c.B.E., and welcomed Brigadier C. A. H. Chadwi~k, C.B.~., 
as our new C.S.O. Those of you in the know will realise 
from this that our personnel problems are being well looked 
after while any anti-aircraft communication problems are 
deal; with effectively and expeditiously ! 

We are not going to waste a lot of space with a summary 
of our AF.s B 199A; we'll just tell you who we are and 
if you knew any of us in the past you'll know where we are 
now-if you didn't know us before then you couldn't care 
less! We have two G.S.0. Il.s: Majors J. R. Piddington, 
M.C., and A. Beattie; two S.O.II.s (Royal Signals), Majors 
D. Hayes, M.B.E., and J. H. Patridge; Captains T. I. G. 
Gray, D. J. L. Garbutt and G. F. Lowe as S.O. III.s do 
all the work and complete our officer establishment. Our 
Chief Clerk is W.O.I H. P. Kraft (who insists that we 
add a nom-de-plume by which he claims he is be~t known : 
·,. Griggle "). Mr. Kraft brings fame and a certam amount 
of notoriety to us by being active in a whole host of spheres 
apart from that of the purely parochial one of finding lost 
files; he can be seen on various playing fields at all seasons 
and is also the leading light in many Sergeants' Mess 
activities, including frequent dances at which the suppers 
would do credit to Fortnum and Mason. 

We work fairly hard. Our communications are mostly 
of the type known as Fixed Signal Services (a little bird 
tells us that there's a move afoot to abandon this title-
nor a bad idea, either! ). The trouble with our particular 
variety is that they won't stay fixed; apart from a continually 
shifting military population we have quite a bit of trouble 
with the " clifty wallahs," who remove large lengths of 
our underground cables (the black market price of lell:d in 
Cairo is said to be £80 per ton). Egypt Command Signal 
Regiment, however, work wonders and by mid-day things 
are seldom as bad as the 0800 hrs. fault-report indicated 
they might be. . . . 

On the wireless side there's a fine transmitter site with 
a terrifying network of highly lethal dipole feeders (we never 
can remember which one is " live"). · 

We also have a number of most impressive " No 10 
things" about the place (on loan fr~m 1 . L. of C. Sigi;ial 
Regiment); they are a great help durmg times of excessive 
cable thefts, although we hear a new theory each week 
as to why they-occasionally-fail to work. We've come to 
the conclusion that they are very feminine, and propose to 
refer to them, like ships, as "she!" 

Our summer is on its way out, but we are still in 
K.D., and plenty of people are in bathing costumes only 
during off-duty hours. Sailing is, of course, an all-the-year
round sport here and Lake Timsah is dotted with white 
(almost) sails each afternoon. Incidentally, we hear our 
C.S.O. is taking over the job of Commodore of the Officers~ 
Sailing Club, so we suppose that oft-refused " essential» 
telephone for the club will have to be put in at last! . 
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A S I GN -AL MAN ' S 

Reminiscences 
OF NOR T H ASSAM, 1942 

By C:APTAIN .JOUN WHITNEY, late Royal S ignals 

THE bald outlines of the campaigns of the late war are 
gradually being made plain to us by book and despatch, 

but ·these general and terse reports, stripped of their warm 
human, envelope, will not inspire us or entertain. 

A fortuitous meeting with a former comrade-in-arms has 
revived memories of two little cameos of Signal Office life 
in the very uncertain days of 1942, and in recounting these 
very minor and fragmentary memories I have tried to adopt 
Erskine Childers' prescript to give the story with " its 
humours and errors, its light and its dark side, just as it 
happened." 

(1) The Fatal M essage 
The year was early 1942, the locale the compound of a 

large tea plantation in Upper Assam. On one side masking 
the road stood the gaunt " factory " buildings where the 
tea was dried and pressed; on the far side a wide open 
horizon to the mountains of Northern Burma; the middle 
and near distances being filled in with row upon row of 
heavily pruned tea plants, already shimmering in the bril-

. liant sun. On our right, shaded by a row of florid Japanese 
cherries growing to a great height in that humid atmosphere, 
stood a luxurious bungalow, supported on massive stilts in 
the customary manner, and right near us, in great contrast, 
a humble bamboo " basha " with a great thatch roof . • Let 
us walk into the hut and examine the proudly named 
" North Assam Signal Office." 

There was always a great bustle at that period. Although 
everything looked serene in that tea garden, a perusal of 
the deciphered messages piling up for the despatch riders 
to take away would have told of ominous happenings not 
far away. The wives and daughters of the European tea 
planters had long before departed to the refuge and enter
tainment of Darjeeling. General Alexander (as was) still 
struggled to e>n:ricate his army from Burma. Echoes of that 
great work were reflected in our traffic. General Wood was 
employed by the civil power organising the relief of 
tefugees, and from bis headquarters at Margherita our 
despatch riders brought back floods of· packets. The oil 
town of Digboi was a vital target guarded by H.A.A., and 
had to be served, while the frontier village of Ledo had 
already reported their first Japanese patrol. Two airfields 
near at hand were the object of many signals passing in 
and out of the office, while the embryo of one of the first 
Air Supply Units already had a prope.nsity to use no 
priority lower than Emergency Operations. Troops of one · 

.form or another were beginning to flow into a province 
that had hardly ever seen a soldier of any kind before, 
while the recorded density of one white man per hundred 
square miles was already the subject of ribald jests. 

Our one transmitter was a hideous and treacherous piece 
of ironmongery on loan from the oil company. Treacherou 
because the housing of the instrument gave a kick like an 
elephant if accidentally touched, vicious because the keying 
was modulated on the high te.nsion side of the valve, and 
most inconvenie.nt because wavelength could only be changed 
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by an instrument mechanic with a wavemeter, and a most 
long-drawn out procedure at that. 

With this powerful set (Calcutta, 900 miles away, 
reported it was much too powerful) we had a sounder, 
working on a civil phantom, and a small branch exchange 
borrowed from the Posts and Telegraph Department, con
nected with Tinsukia Civil Exchange and our one telephonic 
outlet to the outside world. 

These three instnunents in one small compartment of a 
basha hut kept life from being dull, and there was the 
very great advantage that when manpoyer was particularly 
low, when malaria was taking a very heavy toll (this was 
before the days of mepacrine) one signalman could at a 
pinch supervise the telephone exchange, keep the wireless 
net quiet with a choice selection of the old " X" numbers, 
nip in with an occasional high priority on the sounder, and 
even spare time to walk into the adjoining compartment to 
receive the inward flow of messages and packets, sort and 
register a few, before dashing back to monitor a call. 

Tea hour was the time that manpower was at its lowest 
ebb; but this period unfortunately coincided with the most 
vital job of the day, the one job that took precedence over 
even a most immediate message, the getting ready of the 
bulging sacks of registered and unregistered packets to go 
out with the courier on the evening Assam mail train. 
While the railway was still under civil control a plaintive 
telephoned plea to the stationmaster usually was quite 
sufficient to delay the great train until the despatch rider 
hurtled up with his sacks for the courier: when pleas were 
unheeded, bullying and threats mouthed into the telephone 
were successfully used: the train never left without its 
precious load of packages for all stations to Calcutta and 
the thick sheaf of routine and important messages that had 
found no place on quicker circuits. 
. At this bewitching hour there was much to contend with. 
A "Hostile Aircraft Immediate" could paralyse the office, 
or a delayed " Most Immediate Sitrep " cause chaos for 
other subscribe.rs on the e.xchange. Signals for outward 
transmission could be disposed of to the overworked cipher 
officer with the plea that the only available circuit was W /T, 
although even this useful stalling practice could not be 
carried out in the case of "Meteor lmmediates" from the 
meteorological section as cipher definitely laid down that the 
mass of numbers compo ing the text of these.messages could 
not be enciphered in high grade under some thousand 
groups per message, and would in any case wreck the 
cipher, so the poor signalmen had to devise very compli
cated message instructions to effectively di guise the 
addre sees from the enemy. 

Flaps we.re very rare, work was hurriedly but accurately 
carried on, but in that small space there was always an 
unavoidable babble of sound. The great printed placard with 
the order " Silence " could not, unfortunately, be complied 
with. 

During the day a minimum of two duty operators could be 



relied upon, ometimes three, and when lucky a corporal or 
lance-corporal would appear to wrestle with the "In" and 
" Out " registers, and tr to bring order to the daily balance 
beet of regi tered packets received, minus packets despatched, 

le packets held undeliverable and then make a convincing 
case about the twenty or so packets iovariably unaccounted 
for. 

It was on one of these occasions that I was mournfully 
trying to clear a great pile of traffic by W /T. During this 
hift I was amazed to find a message in plain language placed 

on top of the cryptogram , with some sort of priority. 
" I cannot send this you fool " I said without turn ing 

round. " Send it to cipher." 
An ominou silence made me turn my bead, and I looked 

traight into the eyes of a corporal. He was terse: "Send it!" 
I adopted an apologetic but firm attitude. This being of 

no avail, I adopted an explanatory attitude. 
An offer then coming up from control, I too became 

terse: "It is a definite order to send this message in plain?" 
"Yes." . 
"Can I have it in writing?" 
" There seemed to be mild gasps behind me, but I could 

pay no further attention while I concentrated on a spate of 
numbers coming over the loudspeaker from control. I 
grimaced to myself. The orders were plain enough surely! 
Wh , only the other day someone with an excess of zeal for 
the letter of the law had sent a " Hostile aircraft immediate " 
into cipher. That episode had been on e eryone's lips! 

I turned round again. "Write the order on the back of the 
message and get 1t witnessed, then I will send it." This was 
done; the message sent. 

In the pressur.e of other things I forgot all about the inci
dent. A day or so later the storm broke. My precious 
morning off was rudely interrupted when I had to leave the 
comfort of my charpoy to appear before my Commanding 
Officer. I was duly marched in, and as the charge was 
solemnly read out I was in a daze. I had a sick feeling. 
What could have happened? Could the message have been 
accidentally destroyed? But no, I saw the fatal paper, face 
upwards on the table before me. When I was allowed to 
speak my words were few. 

" Please turn the message over, sir, and read the reverse." 
In the mild confusion that ensued, I quickly made my 

escape. 

. (2) A Christmas Dilemma 
It was Christmas Eve at the North Assam Signal Office. 

The courier had Jong since departed. The wireless net was 
closed, but could be reopened, so ran the Jog, on a telephone 
call from control (a polite fiction as there was no operator 
available). The sounder had ceased its irritating clicks. The 
only channel open was the telephone link It was after 
midnight, and except for the incessant hum of the mosquitoes 
and an occasional scream from a hyena and the answering 
howls of jackals, all was quiet. I was alone in the office. 

Since sundown a great mosquito net had enveloped the 
telephone exchange in diaphanous folds. The whole work
ing evening this device to combat the deadly minimus 
mosquito had caused much unparliamentary language, as 
every time the exchange buzzed other work had to be dropped 
and the voluminous folds of netting negotiated. But now 
everything was quiet and it was a relief to crawl under the 
net and lie on the charpoy placed there, with ammunition 
as a pillow and a rifle as a bed-mate. 

I gradually drifted to sleep with memories of other 
Christmases, with entrancing visions of snow and ice (it 
:-eemed then!), when an insistent buzz awoke me to realities. 

" Makum Military," I murmured into the handset. 
"You are the postmaster at Makum, you say, and you 

have a cipher telegram for us," I drowsily repeated. "Well, 
It can wait until tomorrow morning!" 

"What? .. Immediate, you say ... send it up then." 
" You have no staff? Tik hai, I will send for it." 

Someone, it seemed, wa not aware that we had had a 
Signal Office in violent eruption for nearly a year. 

I went through the usual routine. A call to the guard 
room sent someone scurrying with a hurricane lamp to drag 
out a reluctant despatch rider. A call to the cipher officer 
in his quarters only seemed to produce obscenities, but that 
was only surface froth. 

All this having been carried on in a recumbent position, 
it was simple to doze again. 

The despatch rider came and went. The wretched tele
gram was brought in and handed under the net. (All the 
essentials to run a Signal Office had prudently been gathered 
in under that canopy.) 

The cipher officer hobbled over and rescued his cipher 
books in their tin boxes from their safe custody under m y 
charpoy, and departed muttering. 

We enlivened the deciphering interval with bright chat. 
" We can only hope,'.' I remarked with the camaraderie of 

youth, " that the telegram is so hopelessly corrupt that we 
shall not be able to even find out who originated it!" But 
it was not to be. 

The cipher officer triumphantly returned. " It was a bit 
corrupt but I made it out all right." 

I studied the plain language. I t was "All informed." 
The Army Commander wished all his Commanders a" Very 
Merry Christmas and a Victorious New Year." That was 
that. "But what would you do, sir," I asked, "in a case 
like this. Here is an ' Immediate' message, it is zero three 
hundred hours on Christmas morning. What will anyone 
at Brigade think of Signals when they are awakened to receive 
this message?" 

" There is a story," the cipher officer began," that in 1916 
or 1917 an advance was planned for Christmas. The code 
words to set this operation in motion would be a Christmas 
message from the Army Commander to all his Divisions and 
Brigades. You must bear in mind that this message may not 
mean what it says." 

With my profuse thanks he departed to his quarters, and · 
with my specific instructions to deliver the message personally 
to the Brigade Commander and insist on a receipt, the 
despatch rider rode noisily off. 

::Vo. 2 WffiELESS IlEGIMENT STA~IP CLUB 

The Stamp Club trusts that Signals far and wide saw the 
opening article in the last edition of THE WmE, setting 
out briefly our purposes and aspirations. We have written 
personally to P.R.I.s or O.C.s of all the Signal Units whose 
addresses we know in various parts of the world to make 
contacts for swopping and are anxiously awaiting replies. 
If by any chance 0 .C.s or P .R.I.s are not ardent stamp 
collectors themselves we should be more than "grateful if 
they could publicise our club by a short notice in their 
D~~~ . 

We are quite ready to start correspondence and swopping 
with individuals as well as Unit Stamp Clubs. 

Any country you happen to be in will interest us; send 
a full or short set, used or unusued, and we will send you 
an equivalent Cyprus set as per Stanley Gibbons 1947 
catalogue, value for value, i.e. if your set is valued at, for 
instance, 10/- in the catalogue, we will send a Cyprus set 
of at least equal value. 

We prefer British Empire sets, and are most anxious to 
establish contacts in the Dominions. We hope Editors of 
Dominion Signal Journals saw our Editor's note in the 
last editi.on asking them to copy. Any publicity Dominion 
Editors can give us will be greatly appreciated. 

If collectors would like sets of Cyprus now out of issue 
we can supply any reasonable quantity at about three
quarters of 1947 catalogue value or less. 

As our scope increases so we shall let our stamp collect
ing associates know what swapping we can do. At the 
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moment we can do: Current Cyprus, British Olympics 
(used), current British, and we hope soon to be able to do 
the following current issues in small quantities : Egypt, 
Greece, B.M.A. Eritrea, Abyssinia, Malta. 

The Cyprus Silver Jubilee issues will soon be out and we 
expect the issue to be of very short duration. We shall be 
able to sell the mint and used sets for 45/-. If collectors 
would like these please let us know at once. We are most 
anxious to be able to swop the Cyprus set with Wedding 
jssues of other countries. 

MALTA COIUMAND SIGNAL SftlJADRON 

November 
Since our last issue of WIRE notes, considerable changes 

have taken place in the Squadron and many of our old 
friends would hardly recognise us now. The biggest item 
has been the move of the Squadron from the comfort and 
seclusion of St. Francis Ravelin into Lintorn Barracks, which 
we share with Fortress Squadron, R.E., R.A.S.C. and Garri
son Adjutant Staff. The transmitters are still jn the Ravelin, 
the M.T. is in St. Francis Barracks, and we have out detach
ments at Mosta, Luqa, Hal Far, Gozo and Bir-id-Deheb, so 
that the Squadron is still fairly scattered. 

The Squadron recently had quite a busy time preparing 
for a visit from the C.S.O., M.E.L.F. It was rather a strain, 
<:oping with operational commitments as well as making the 
barracks spick and span, but all ranks put their backs into 
1:hings with a will in order to make a good show for Major
General C. M. F. White, c .B., C.B.E., D.s .o., who visited us 
on Wednesday, 20th October, and stayed until Sunday. 

In the evening of Wednesday, Lieutenant-Colonel McNair, 
C.S.O ., Malta, gave a very pleasant cocktail party in honour 
of General White. All Royal Signals officers and their wives 
were invited to meet the General. The guests also included 
Lieutenant-Colonel and Mrs. Knight, of Forces Broadcast
ing, and Mr. and Mrs. Riviere, of Cable and Wireless. After 
the cocktail party, all Royal Signals officers and Lieutenant
Colonel Knight departed to the Union Club, Valetta, where 
a Guest Night Dinner was held. A very pleasant evening 
was had by all, which closed with the toasting of His Majesty 
the King and our Colonel-in-Chief, H.R.H. the Princess 
Royal. 

The following day General White visited the C.S.O., 
Malta, and inspected the Barracks and installations in the 
Valetta area. On arrival at the Barracks, the General was 
received by a guard of honour under the command of 
Captain E. A. Knott. 

On Saturday General White toured the island and m-

Major-General C. M. F. W hite, C.B., C.B.E., D.S.O ., is received 
by a guard of honour 
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spected all out-stations. He was particularly pleased with 
their neat and tidy appearance, and also commented on the 
smart turn-out of the guard of honour. 

Sport. Our successes continue. As mentioned some time 
ago, Captain Knott was captain of the Malta team for the 
Colonial Small Bore Rifle Match, and Corporal Anderson 
and Signalman Allen (now corporal) also fired. The result 
of the match was that for the second year in succession 
Malta were runners-up, the winners this year being-Gibraltar. 
We are still in the middle of the 1948 League and will report 
results later. 

In the Cricket League we came runners-up, the best indi
vidual results being: 

BATTING 

Highest Times 
Played score not out 

Captain Knott 14 119 4 
Sergeant Parfitt 16 76 I 
Corporal Hayes 8 33 0 
Major Buirski 12 78 0 
Captain Donald or> 10 47 0 
Signalman White 16 55 2 

BOWLING 
Overs Maidens Runs 

Signalman Cleaton 96 18 268 
Captain Knott 24 2 10 
Signalman Neville I 16 23 383 
Sigialman White I 12 19 394 
Signalman Baines 55 14 217 
Major Buirski 78 J 5 297 

Total 
score 
506 
429 
148 
211 
171 
217 

Wickets 
33 
JO 
33 
30 
15 
16 

Average 
50.6 
28 .6 
18.5 
17.6 
17.1 
15.5 

Average 
8 

10.8 
I 1.6 
13.1 
15 
18.S 

CATCHES.-Captain Knott ( 12), Major Buirski (9), Signalman Baine 
(9), Sergeant Parfitt (8), Signalman Street (8). 

In the Governor's Cup we had two very exciting matches 
against the C.-in-C.'s Staff. The first, ending in a draw, was 
played at Marsa and we batted first. Getting right on top 
of the bowling, we scored 198 for the loss of only 2 wickets, 
Major Buirski (78), Sergeant Parfitt (57) and Signalman 
White (55 not out) being our scorers. We soon had the 
Navy in trouble, Major Buirski sending their first man back 
to the pavilion with only 1 run on the board. Unfortunately, 
time went against us, and although we kept on top (Captain 
Knott taking 3 wickets for 22), we could not get more than 
6 of their wickets down before stumps were drawn. 

The replay, at Corradino, saw a different game; bowlers 
were on top all through and only Sergeant Parfitt, who scored 
39, could do anything for us, and we were all out for 77. 
Again we had them in trouble early and captured their first 
wicket with 2 runs on the board; but even though Captain 
Knott took 5 wickets for 18 runs, we couldn't quite make it, 
and were beaten by 4 wickets. 

In representative matches, Major Buirski captained the 
Army team and Captain Knott also played. 

Football is now getting well into its stride and we have 
the makings of a very good team. More about them in a 
later issue. 

Personalities. Many have come and gone since we last 
wrote. Second-Lieutenant Glew bas been released Second
Lieutenant Cameron-Webb has gone to 1st Infantry Divi
sional Signal Regiment, S.S .M. Adams has been released, and 
other old friends have also put off uniform. S.Q.M.S. 
Buchanan is fit again and is back with us in his pre-war job 
of Chief Clerk. Another Smith bas arrived, so that F.S.S. 
Troop has three brothers, Sergeants H. F . A. W. and G . R., 
as well as a corporal of the same name. To make matters 
even worse, the last draft produced a Signalman Smith ! 

Major Buirski leaves us soon, having been posted to East 
Africa. We will be sorry to lose him and wish him luck in 
his new job. We welcome Major 0. B. G. Shoubridge from 
home to take over as 0.C. 

Captain J . A. Brown ha also joined us as T.O.T., and 
Captain Norbury will be goi?g to _Cyrenaica as soo? as a 
boat arrives. S.S.M. N. Robinson JS another of the unpor
tant newcomers and he had the luck to get the warrant 
officer's quarter next door to the office block. All he want:. 
now is the family. 

We congratulate Caprain and Mrs. Chapman and 
Corporal and M r . Hathaway on the birth of a son each. 
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lFarrant Offi crs and ergeants' Mess. Since the move of 
the Unit to its new location in Linthorn Barrack , the war
rant officers and sergeants have for the purpo e of Mess 
facilities combined with the Royal Engineers. It is regretted 
that accommodation will not allow the Unit Me s to continue 
it · parate exi tence but the excellent Mess spirit prevailing 
in the :ombined Me , together with the very good building 
in which the Me is hou ed, off adequate compensation. 

Be ide having the opportunity of living with and learn
ing how another branch of the Service work , the chances 
of broadening the individual outlook with contacts not only 
on the apper side, but also with the people and departments 
with whom the Sappers work gives an added inter-.st to the 
normally accepted Mess life. Traditionally, the Navy have 
alwa •s looked on the R.E.s as their particular " adopted " 
Mess, and the chiefs and petty officers who call in are derived 
from all sorts and types of naval vessels. Return visits to 
warships are encouraged, and recently Mess members spent 
a memorable afternoon visiting H.M.S. Vanguard, a trip 
which will not easily be forgotten by those who went. 

The usual Mess entertainments, dances, socials, etc., serve 
to keep the social side very live and attractive, the Mess 
being unusually fortunate in having both an outdoor and 
indoor dance floor. 

We are unfortunate in losing one of the Mess stalwarts 
when Sergeant Bayfield leaves shortly, not only having com
pleted his Python tour, but to take up a Foreman of Signals 
Course in U.K. The best wishes from all members of the 
Mess go with him and Mrs. Bayfield for the future, together 
with the thanks of all members of the old Mess for all they 
did in the past . to help enliven the Royal Signals Mess of 
the Ravelin days. 

S.Q.M.S. Leach and Sergeant A. Smith are still with us, 
both of whom will be tasting the delights of Blighty early 
next year, when their Python tour expires. 

/ I ; dlf!--~ \ 
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GIDRALTAU SIGNAi, SQUADRON 

October 
The last month has een very few new faces in this Unit, 

due to the recent hold-up in releases. We all sympathise with 
Lance-Corporal Linsdell and Signalman Cooper (both of 
78 Group), who were within a few days of leaving us when 
the news came through. However we are sure they will both 
make the best of their extended stay here and will seize the 
opportunity of getting yet more " gash " in. 

To the four recent arrivals, Sergeant Nutt, late of War 
Office Signals, Signalman Ness, Signalman Cunliffe and 
Signalman Ward, we extend a hearty welcome, and trust they 
will not get bored listening to our " old soldiers' " reminis
cences on the dark days. 

With the approach of the winter season we find pleasure 
in looking back on our summer activities, especially in the 
field of sport, leave and entertainment. We find that many 
new arrivals to Gibraltar believe they have been posted to an 
isolated rock, rising from the depths of the Mediterranean, 
and any hope they may have had of sport and leave in other 
countries has disappeared. 

Lest any of our readers are suffering from the same
erroneous conclusions, we would hasten to add that Gibraltar 
is a peninsula jutting out from the province of Andalusia, 
Spain, and joined thereto by a sandy isthmus, enabling 
inhabitants of Gibraltar to cross into Spain in a matter of 
minutes, where they are able to visit bullfights, football 
matches, and to explore the southern regions of Spain in 
general. 

We have in this Unit a ·number of keen "aficionados » 

(bullfight fans), who regularly visit the " corridas " held at 
the Spanish border town of La Linea. Controversy stilI 
rages in the barrack rooms as to whether or not bullfighting 
is fJ sport. Ethically, we haven't come to a conclusion, but 
at least it gives those who are interested an afternoon of thrills. 

Throughout the summer months organised trips and leaves 
have been arranged, under the auspices of Command Wel
fare, to Malaga, Granada, Seville and Tangiers. The 
majority of the Unit have taken advantage of these schemes, 
and besides enjoying themselves immensely, have added to 
their knowledge by personal observation of the customs and 
ways of local people. All these trips have been extremely 
well organised and the accommodation provided can only be
described as excellent. 

Cricket. Our cricket XI won 7 matches and lost 3, 
finishing as runners-up in the Services Minor League. In 
the Knock-out Cup we were perhaps a little unlucky, the 
R.A.S.C. beating us in the second round by the small margin 
of 6 runs, even after a fine fighting innings by Captain C. 
H. G. Allen, who hit a very well-deserved 50. · 

Heartiest congratulations to our team for such a fine effort, 
and a special pat on the back for our captain, Lance-Corporal 
Wensley, for his batting average of 49.00 and bowling 
analysis of 40 wickets for an average of 12.27 runs; also to
Corporal Denniff for a bowling analysis of 39 wickets for an 
average of 11.64. We are proud to say that Lance-Corporal 
Wensley also had the honour of representing the Combined 
Services in matches against civilian teams, in which he 
acquitted himself in his usual style, scoring 107 runs in one 
innings. 

Small Bore Shooting. In the Small Bore League we 
finished on the right side of the halfway mark, against 
extremely keen competitors. When one considers that our 
opponents were in .all cases officers and N.C.O.s having many 
years' Army service, then our position is quite creditable, 
as the only two Regulars in our team were S.S.M. Bradbury 
and Sergeant King. ; 

We must commend S.S.M . Bradbury for topping the list 
w,ith an average of 82.2·. (It would appear that S.S.M. 
Bradbury has shown his versatility, for was he not, in younger 
Army .days, a deadly shot with the bow and arrow?) -
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Indoor Sports. Last month we challenged 20 Wireless 
Troop to an indoor games tournament. Each Unit was 
represented by a team of officers, N.C.0.s and signalmen at 
games of snooker, darts and table tennis. The ever-victorious 
signalmen of our Unit demonstrated their supremacy by 
winning the event by a clear margin, proof (if any were 
needed) that this Unit is built on foundations as safe and 
sure as the ·Rock itself. 

Table Tennis. Recently the table tennis enthusiasts of this 
Unit matched their skill against the R.A.M.C. The match 
was very strongly contested, the result of a 10-all draw 
speaking for itself. A very enjoyable evening was had by all 
and it is hoped that this match will prove to be the fore
runner for a series of indoor games to be played against other 
Units throughout the winter months. 

Football. With the advent of the winter season our 
thoughts and actions have turned to the football field. Cap
tained by Corporal Dennitf (late of No. 2 T.R., Catterick, 
fame), our team has so far been undefeated in friendly 
matches, and in our first league match successfully defeated 
" Y" Company, 1st Royal Northumberland Fusiliers, by the 
clear margin of 5-1. If form be the judge of class, then 
we appear to have a classical team in the making. Time will 
tell ! . 

Congratulations to Corporal Denniff, who has been selected 
to play for the Combined Services. Well done, Phil !-and 
may you lead our team to victory this season. 

G.11.Q. SIGNAL llEGIMENT, FARELF 

Singa1•ore 
November 

A merry Chri tmas .to everyone and a happy New Year. 
It has been a few months since notes for our Regiment 

were sent in, and to all who have looked for us in vain 
we send our apologies. A foolproof (?) system has now 
been laid on, peremptory demands have been sent out to 
all and sundry, Squadron Commanders have been asked 
for yet another return to be rendered WITHOUT FAIL, 
and we now hope that all future contributions will arrive 
"on the dot." 

Certain Officers in the Regiment have recently been 
through a period of anxiety, trial and tribulation. The f;icts 
are that a R.C.B. visited Farelf and a number of our bright 
Officers who had applied for regular commissions were duly 
hauled up before it. If their stories can be believed they 
suffered all the tortures of the inquisition for four days 
while with the R.C.B., but it is doubtful if these equalled 
the anxiety experienced while waiting the War Office 
decision. However, all's well that ends well, and our 
heartiest congratulations are tendered to Lieutenant-Colonel 
W . Hammond, M.B.E., Captain P. J . C. Lloyd, Captain 
P. H. F. Webb, Captain A. G. Clapham, Lieutenant A. R. 
McCreadie and Second-Lieutenant J. Ridge, also to Lieu
tenant Charles, of 12 Constrnction Troop fame, who passed 
in another command and heard the results while with this 
Regiment. 

H .Q. AND No. 1 SQUADRON. Changes in Squadron 
H.Q.s have been so many recently that it is difficult to 
know where to start. Major G. G. Stretoh, the Squadron 
Corrimander, has recently left us to become a gilded Staff 
Officer at "X" Branch, Singapore District.. 

We welcome 12 Construction Troop, ex "Empire Wind
rush," and hope their stay with us will be a happy one. 
May they uphold the record of their sister Troop (8 Con
struction) for proficiency and cheerfulne (and leave the 
barrack room as they found it!). 

Sport. The Squadron soccer team still struggles on. 
Messrs. Forest and Grogan are still holding the fort, with 
Corporal " Tiger " Gough urging his boys to " Have a bash, 
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mate." These boys thought their Anny soccer days were 
almost over, but we're glad to hear that they have decided 
to stay for our December games and keep the old flag flying 
for a few more months. 

No. 2 SQUADRON, consisting, as it does, exclusively of 
operators and mechanics, is pleased to consider itself the 
hub of the Unit. Our main responsibility is the efficient 
running of the Singapore terminal of the Army Wireless 
Chain, and the members of the Squadron are, therefore, the 
Elite within the Elite. 

Apart from the Auto Room, we also staff the Receiver 
and Transmitter Stations, which are sitµated at five and 
15 miles respectively outside Singapore Town. Numerous 
additional jobs come our way to distract and harass us, but 
somehow we manage to cope with all sorts of local links. 
The comparative monotony of normal communication. is 
not infrequently relieved as a result of some astute native 
(obviously a believer in the motto, "God helps those who 
help themselves") appropriating large portions ?f our ca.re
fully-laid underground cables between Transrrutter Station 
and the Auto Room. 

We have been undergoing of late some very considerable 
changes what with the departure of 76 Group, not to men
tion the arrival from England of four new Officers who 
have come to take over key posts in the Squadron. 

With the rapidly decreasing number of National Service 
soldiers in the Squadron-reinforcements these days can 
only be described as negligible-we are learning to rely 
increasingly on our Regular soldiers. Of these, our most 
notable is certainly S.S.M. V. Humby, who, quite apart 
from bis full-time 1ob of Squadron Sergeant-Major, has, 
off and on, taker.i on alll manner of jobs, ranging from 
Senior Wireless Officer to Duty Mechanic. On occasion, 
when Mr. Humby's technical skill and experience are 
required other than in the Squadron Office, Sergeant J. 
Taylor is called upon and makes an admirable deputy. 

The Squadron is just completing a most suc~ful 
soccer season, during which we have managed to wm the 
G.H.Q. Farelf League Soccei: Cup. The strength of our 
team may be assessed by the fact that no fewer than nine 
of its members represented the Regiment at some time or 
another during the season. We are greatly indebted. to 
Corporal Jock Taylor for the considerable trouble t~ which 
he has gone in arranging all our matches and for bis great 
tact and skill in picking our team. On the field of play, 
although it is invidious to pick out individuals, as ev<;IYone 
deserves mention, there is no doubt that our match-winners 
were Giles, Inglis and Ireland, while. in the back division 
Gilroy and Harrington were outstandmg. 

There are rumours afoot that the Amateur Radio Club 
is being resurrected and some ambitious persons ar~ even 
hoping to be in communication with Blighty by Christm~. 
If this scheme bears fruit, there is no doubt that the arr 
will be in colossal demand. 

We welcomed to our fold the members of No. 212 
Medium W /T Troop, but they just stayed long enough to 
say "Hullo, what's on? Goodbye," and then left for a place 
up country where they could spread then:selves an.d to ~o 
their work instead of being cooped up m a Stauc Umt. 
We wish them the best of luck and good hunting. 

Transmitter Station. A Sub-Unit of No. 2 Squadron is, of 
course, the Transmitter Station, and after our last notes 
appeared, complaints came in thick and fast to the effect that 
they had been left out in the cold-well~ here ~h~y are. 

The last notes mentioned that the station bmldings were 
not all that they might have been, and we now have pleasure 
in saying that our local Garrison Engineer bas at .la t visi~ed 
the camp and several improvements are now bemg earned 
out. 

Entertainments are not as many and varied as at R.H.Q., 
but the tennis ourt is still serviceable, and in the new can
teen, whist drives and other ocial evenings are popular. 
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Changi Bea h, a few miles away, sees a lot of us and swim
ming gets it place on the programme of amusements. 

If there are any amateur radio enthusiasts about, Ray 
Evans, VSlCO, can be heard on 10 metres or above. 

No. 3 SQUADRON, alias " The Bottomless Pit" (as it is 
often referred to by other Squadron Commanders, jealous 
of our ability to absorb limitless reinforcements), continues 
to thrive. The Squadron soccer team finished second in thi: 
G .H .Q. Branch League; needless to say, we stood down 
and let No. 2 Squadron have the honour of first place, just by 
way of encouragement. 

We also upply a regular and talented quota of players 
for the Regimental soccer, rugger and hockey teams. 

Warrant Officers' and Sergeants' Mess. After a short 
absence the Warrant Officers' and Sergeants' M ess, T yer
sall Camp, G .H .Q. Signal Regiment, Farelf, "Comes to print 
again in a blaze of glory under the paternal leadership of 
R.S .M . Johnstone and S.S.M. Harry Sinclair. 

The first notable achievement was our victory over the 
Officers' Mess in the quarterly games tournament, the final 
score being 69-60. It is with great pleasure that we gaze 
upon the cup, the wooden spoon now being in the reluctant 
bands of the Officers' Mess. 

Other victories in the field of sport comprise soccer and 
darts; the Mess was also victorious in the Unit shoot. 

During the past month we have lost three of our 
Sergeants, namely, " Bill" Meadows, "Pop " Pellant and 
Johnny "Lost Week-end " Fairbrother. "Pop" has gone 
to the U.K. on an airborne course. To replace our late
lamented comrades we are pleased to welcome Sergeants 
" Bishop " Holmwood and " Caruso " Robinson. 

~ecently ?ie M~s has undergone drastic changes, the 
mam one bemg the construction of a new bar, locally known 
as "Jobnstone's Folly." R.S.M. Johnstone, who returns to 
the U.K. on Python in '51, hopes to witness and officiate in 
the initiation ceremony before be leaves. 

MAL<\.YA COMMAND SIGNAL REGIMENT 
Koala LDDlpnr 

To all members of the Corps we wish a Merry Christmas 
and a Happy New Year. 

Although jt seems early to be talking about Christmas at 
the time of writing, and the climate hardly the kind to 
'.'turn the B~iton's th~::mghts to home," we have started grow
mg our Christmas dinner. Under the close surveillance of 
Signalmen Heeley and Hale, we have a flourishing duckling 
farm. The rumour that the pond is kept filled by " watering 
mouths" was originated by the luckless repatriates of 76 and 
77 Groups, not to mention the odd Python. 

The camp has recently acquired a cinema the " Globe" 
and judging from the trails made to it nightly from all 
quarters of the camp, it would not appear to be in need of 
support. 

Captain Perry, Lieutenant Knock and Sergeant Matthews 
have left for release in the U.K.; Captain Hill, ex-D.S.O., 
transfers from one Signal Service to another on joining the 
Malayan Telecommunications Dept.; whilst S.S.M. Towns
end and Sergeant Essex have left us to battle elsewhere. 
Space: is against recording the departure of many others, but 
we wish them all the best of luck. Newcomers to the Regi
ment have been numerous and very welcome. They include 
Major Atthill as Second-in-Command, Major Cornish and 
Captain Wythe from· the U.K., Lieutenant Deakin and 
S.Q.M.S. Shorter from Singapore. We also welcome 212 
M.edium Wireless Troop, with Lieutenant Agar, Sergeant 
Kmg and their crew of " journeymen," who have sailed from 
Mid-Eas~, s~opped their trucks for trains, and are providing 
comrnumcauon for the Malayan Railways. 

Sergeants' Mess. In a small way we are now a Combined 

Services Mess a petty officer of the Royal Navy and twa 
R.A.F. sergeants living with us at the present time. Enjoying 
well-earned leave, R.S.M. Bevan, M.M., is sojourning in Wales 
on Lilop, whilst S.S.M. Parish is in Australia. Congratula
tions to S.S.M. Parker on his promotion, and to ex-Corporals 
Marnie, Martin and Whittington on entering the Mess. 

At the recent match of Warrant Officers and Sergeants 
versus Men at hockey, Sergeant Mewes, who was playing 
for the first time, soon made violent contact with an oppo
nent's stick, as a result of which he was removed to hospital 
suffering from a fractured jaw. He is now back with us 
again and can be seen every evening, smiling at us from 
behind the bar. 

T he Mess has three representatives on the U nit football 
and Rugby teams, namely, Sergeants Trethowan, Hildred 
and the venerable Jack Cloke, who also includes tennis and 
soccer in ms repertoire (" Age shall not weary him nor the 
years decay "). 

S.S.M . Jim Peakes and Sergeant Kennedy have returned 
from their terrorist-hunting activities and are now engaged 
in the somewhat quieter occupation of instructors in the 
Infantry Wireless T raining School. 

The monthly dance held in October was a great success. 
The C.S.O. M alaya District, Colonel Gordon, and the C.0 . 
both attended. 

Ex-members of the Mess will be interested to know that 
amongst the "old sweats" of the N .W.F. still with us are 
the Foreman, Joe Shackleton, and Jack Craig. " Chirpy " 
Finch's rendering of" 0 Thou Great Jehovah " has not been 
heard for quite some time ! 

Soccer. In a modestly successful season our team came 
fourth in the Selangor " B " League and reached· the. semi
final of the Junior Knock-out Cup in the P .A. Cup, when 
we can boast eliminating the mighty Selangor Club. Our 
second team fared less happily in the " C " D ivision, but it 
proved a valuable nursery for new arrivals. 

Rugger. The Malayan Rugby season is now in full swing. 
A Royal Signals team has b...oen formed in Kuala Lumpur 
from " X " Branch, No. 1 Squadron and " X " Brigade 
personnel. Later it is hoped that players from 2nd Guards 
Brigade Signal Squadron WI1l be available. Royal Signals 
have lost both matches played so far ; the scores, however,' 
have been very close, 6-8 and 0-5. With the return from 
Liklp of R.S.M. Bevan, M.M., and the assistance of our padre, 
Captain the Rev. Derbyshire-at present nursing a wrist 
broken when playing soccer for the Unit-we feel sure that 
our winning term will come. Signalman Burrows, Corporals 
Nottingham and Rawson, Signalman Clegg, Sergeant 
Hildred and Major Farr have played regularly for the 
Garrison side, whilst the latter two recently played for the 
Combined Services against the Combined Civilians. 

Hockey. Captain J. Smith has rallied old and new blood 
in the trial matches for the coming season, and we are pleased 
to note that Sergeant Whittington, Corporal Smith, Lance
Corporal Ross and Signalman Wainwright are more than just 
promising players. Major A. C. Cox, M.B.E. (soon to leave 
us with ms newly-formed " X" Brigade), and Captain 
Parkinson have both played for the Selangor Club. 

Other Sports. Our C.O., Lieutenant-Colonel Heap, and 
Captain Walsh are still ably representing the Regiment in 
H .Q. golf matches. Tennis stalwarts include Corporals 
Goose and Gibbs, · Privates Gaccon and Knuckey, whilst 
tenni-quoits and badminton are greatly in vogue at the 
.1)1.0ment. Corporals Smith and McDonald, Lance-Corporal 
Addicott, Signalmen Monnickedam and Marshall make full 
use of the courts, whilst in the Officers' Mess Major Spindler 
and Captain Fuller (when they are not gracing the billiard 
room) may be seen to great advantage, generally encouraged 
by our gardening P.M.C.', Major Harris. Dancing lessons 
every Wednesday evening by the W.V.S. are provin g very 
popular, and it is reported that Lance-Corporal Perry and 
Signalman Baines must be watched ! Amongst our billiards 
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enthusiasts may be included Corporal Rowe and Signalmen 
Staples and Taylor. 

N o. 2 SQUADRON, T AIPING. The attractive town of 
Taiping (where "swarthy ladies wear pyjamas all day") is 
set below the grandeur of the Maxwell Hills of North Malaya. 
It is around here that many recent jungle operations have 
taken· place, and for which more than one of our members 
has lost all but his set-and his trousers. 

Lance-Corporal Brewster and Corporal Bidmead are only 
two of many that bid sad farewells with 76 Group, whilst 
Captain A. R. Wythe, an old friend of Major Sinnock, the 
O.C., bas joined the Squadron as Second-in-Command. 

Our cricket team has had its successes, under the guidance 
of Signalman Roxburgh, and our lone footballer, Signalman 
M assey, has been of great help to the H.Q. team. 

An armed guard is the oiily distraction of " the loveliest 
swimming pool in the world," where the more daring sports
men can watch the O.C. execute a half pike swordfish from 
the top board. Probably the greatest sport at the moment, 
however, is Corporal Hutchinson, N.C.0 . i/c Mepacrine 
Issue. 

To all ranks--everywhere-a Merry Christmas and a 
Happy New Year. 

SIEURA LEON E IGNAL SQt;ADUON 

Free town 
October 

T he wet season having finished, it is now possible to live 
a more outdoor life. 

T rades T raining Troop are deser ting their lecture rooms 
and getting out on to practical training and schemes, in 
which they are keen and really int~rested. 

In July last the Squadron enlisted a number of ex-naval 
and R.A.F . wireless operators, who have now completed their 
training and have become part of the Signal Office T roop ; 
already they bave proved themselves an asset to the Squadron 
and R.W.A.F.F. 

Sport. Tennis is now becoming very popular. Each after
noon and evening our B.N.C.0.s can be seen there practising 
for the forthcoming challenge tournament with the officers 
of District Headquarters. 

Hill's Elegy on Gambia. Old Sierra Leone and Gambia 
Squadronnaires, who probably visited the Gambia Colony, 
will be intere~ted to know that that wireless station has been 
closed down. The wireless detachment was attached to the 
" D " (Gambia) Company The 1st Battalion Sierra Leone 
Regiment. With a detachment of one B.N.C.O. and 
A.N.C.O. and one signalman, the duties were carried out 
smoothly. 

The Gambia is approximately 400 miles north-west of 
Sierra Leone and has a climate which differs very much from 
the other British Colonies. It is much better man in Sierra 
Leone, and we were thankful for the sea breezes which were 
always to hand, as we were billeted about 50 yards from the 
sea. Much of our time during late afternoon was spent 
playing tennis and football; tennis with nearby European 
civilians and football against various African teams. 

The Signal detachment always fielded two players in the 
Company team, and I am sure the third would have been 
welcome if duties had permitted his playing. The detach
ment's football abilities is no boastful admission as one can 
hardly boast when the team never wjns. 

Cricket was played a great deal and the Squadron was 
represented in the European Gambia eleven which turned out 
against African teams each week, and with good results. 

The Colony is exceptionally flat, being 6 ft. above sea 
level around the coastal area, and eyen fur ther inland it 
isn't much more. Three miles wide at its widest point a:ict 
200 miles long, it bas a river almost one-third of its width, 
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and is completely surrounded by French Senegal. The river 
is the Gambia River and provides a happy bunting ground 
for crocodiles further inland from the coastal stretch. It is 
one of the most backward of the British Colonies and it 
wasn't until last year that research parties investigated agri
cultural development possibilities with a view to increasing 
the groundnut production. 

Report ~ly Signal 
By AN THONY DUETT-J.\:UES 

I VERY nearly entitled this review, " Choice of Arm
Signals," for we as a Corps are fortunate that " B.J." 

either elected for or was directed to Royal Signals in 1940. 
To say that I enjoyed ms book is an understatement. 
Recognising old and valued friends in Dicky Dumville 

and the elder Donaghy on page 4, I read with speed and 
great enjoyment. As is customary with me when I get a 
firs t-class book, I am now re-reading more slowly to savour 
it the more. 

Being the detailed history of two of the Brigade Signal 
Sections of 5 Indian Divisional Signals, it appeals perhaps 
most to those who have served with the Indian Signal 
Corps. 

But its appeal is to all; to the very old like myself ; to 
the very young like my son, not yet called to the Army, 
who votes it the best war yam be has read. For the older 
amongst us the book is full of memories of Signalmen, of 
Generals, of Brigadiers and places, of names famous and 
honoured, and of the equally deserving of honour, the 
ordinary man, British or Indian, who served so well. 

I must not tell the story of the book. Suffice that it 
follows the fortunes of 5 Indian Division from the time 
when they fought in North Africa, through a grim period 
of inactivity in Iraq, and equally ·objectionable training in 
India. The highlights of the book for me, at any rate, 
describe the fortunes of B.J.'s" Brigade Signal Sections
Madrassi and Punjabi Mussulman- in the Arakan, in Assam 
and in Burma. 

E. J. C. Harrison will no doubt get a free copy, and be 
the prouder for it. . 

All other Signal officers who have served and loved their 
Ayaswamy, Balasundram, Isaiah or Joseph; their Mohd 
Khan, Mohd Asbgar, Rab Niwaz or Rahim Ullah, must buy 
a copy although the price is stiff. 

Brett-James writes beautifully and graphically. He wastc;s 
no time in description, but every word tells, and ms 
descriptions of men, matters and scenery are vivid. 

With the admirable prejudice of the good Brigade Section 
Officer, ms comments on the deeds or misdeeds of forma
tions other than ms own are delightful in their emphasis 
on what appears wrong. 

Few, except ms own Commander, ms own Staff, ms own 
Section, escape criticism-and they not always. 

To those of us who are old, the book brings back exactly 
our own youth. To everyone who served in the Fourteenth 
Army every line will bring a memory. 

For me the descriptions of "B.J.'s" two leaves, the one 
mainly in Gulmarg, the other a trek from Darjeeling, 
were perhaps "t he least interesting. I was loath to leave 
the Indian Signalmen and their training or fighting. But 
the beauty of the prose, the author's knack of delving below 
the superficial, make these chapters in my re-reading almost 
my favourites. . 

I have said enough. Every Royal Signals Mess must be 
made to buy a copy at 15s., published by Henne! Locke~ 
Ltd., and distributed by George G. Harrap & Co., Ltd .. 
182 High Holborn, W.C.l. 

Everyone who served with the Indian Signal Corps during 
the war will buy a copy if be can. 

Incidentally, Brett-James is no mean artist; ms portraits 
are excellent, and the few maps beautifully clear. 



Review 

of the 

Territorial Ar y 

by D.~I. The King 

unday, 31st October, 1948 

THIS report, while attempting to describe the work of 
Royal Signals in connection with the Review, must, for 

obvious reasons, include some short description of the 
arrangements which led up to the Review and of the Review 
itself. 

In accordance \vitb extremely detailed administrative 
arrangements, some 8,000 men and women of the Territorial 
Army and Auxiliary Territorial Service were assembled in 
or brought into London by the morning of Sunday, 31st 
October. The bulk of them either detrained at Clapham 
Junction Station oi: came from and were housed for the 
night of Saturday in Woolwich, in Clapham Deep Shelter, 
and in Richmond Park Barracks. Thence they came to Hyde 
Park in L.P.T.B. buses. 

The Signal arrangements at this period included the 
provision of loudspeaker coverage to Nos. 1 and 2 platforms 
of Clapham Junction Station, which was put out to civilian 
contract (Standard Telephones Co., Ltd.), public address 
equipment provided at very short notice by C.S.O. 1 A.A. 
Group, at Clapham Deep Shelter, and the Military Police 
control of the bus columns was made possible by the Signal 
Reporting Regiment (Princess Louise's Kensington Regiment), 
T.A., with their scout cars working a suitable wireless net. 

London District (M) Sign.al Squadron, assisted by a 
party of linemen and some material from Eastern Command 
Signal Regiment, had on the previous Friday and Saturday 
installed a comprehensive telephone network covering all 
the important points in Hyde Park. These important points 
were also connected by wireless using the W.S.18, and were 
manned by personnel from other T.A. Signal Regiments in 
London. 

Sunday, 31st October, took a leaf out of November and 
produced a typical November fog. Visibility in Hyde Park 
at mid-day was down to 50 or 60 yards, and the troops 
when ?ra'fn up in mass had a frontage of nearly 300 yards. 
A~ this tune the staff of Headquarters, London District, 
with the AAG. mounted in !I "Tilly" with PA equipment, 
was endeavounng to get the markers for the various con
tingents into their places. One could see very little. The 
work was, however, accomplished. Here the problem arose 
of ensuring that the Contingent Commander (A.A. Com
mand), on the right of the line, gave his words of command 
at the moment that His Majesty stepped on to the rostrum 
at the Saluting Point. Neither could see the other. When 
successive Contingent Commanders bad given the orders 
for the salute, then, working on the order of the left-hand 
Conting~nt Comma~der, the Band of the Royal Artillery 
on. the right of the line was to play the Royal Salute. Again, 
neither could see the other, and at that distance synchronisa
tion by hearing was doubtful. The problem was solved by 
o~cers of London District (M) Signal Squadron with 
Wireless Set No. 88 at each end of the line and at the 
rostrum at the Saluting Point. 

There was one period when failure seemed certain. A 
seemingly authentic but mercifully untrue rumour that His 
Majesty would address the parade; the available resources 
were coniined to the same. " Tilly " with a couple of 
speakers mounted on the roof. By no possible manipulation 
could these be angled to give audible cover to the whole 
area of the parade. The fog made motoring slow and 
hazardous and that, and the time factor, precluded getting 
in ufficient equipment. Mercifully, as has been said, the 
rumour was unfounded. 

In Signals, once one' plan is made and one's troops 
deployed, there is often little to do, and many of us, and 
also a little clutter of operators near the saluting base, 
had admirable opportunity of looking over the " Land 
Rover " in which His Majesty was going to inspect the 
Parade. One remembered a paper, or hoped one did, that 
this was to be the British Army equivalent of the jeep. 
Certainly in its showroom condition it looked a first-class 
vehicle. 

As so often, it was "all right on the day!" By 2.45 the 
enormous mass of troops had been marched on, bad found 
their markers, were steady and impressive in their ranks. 
The area round His Majesty's rostrum was cleared of idle 
spectators, there remaining only a select few of very senio,r 
officers of the three Services and essential operators, Royal 
Signals. At 2.58 Stanhope Gate telephoned that His 
Majesty had passed. At 2.59 he arrived. The 88 Sets worked. 
The orders were given. The band played. His Majesty then 
mounted his " Land Rover " and motored round the 
ranks. 

At this stage our reporter left the Review ·ground and 
hurried to Stanhope Gate, where His Majesty was later 
to stand for the March Past. The telephone at Stanhope 
Gate had reported previously: " The crowd is very thick, 
sir, but I have got a spanking view." Whether he retained 
his view is not known. Certainly the crowd, which was 
immense, ruled out any possibility of access to his favoured 
position. We took up footroom in the crowd halfway 
between Stanhope Gate and Hyde Park Corner, and were 
lucky enough to catch a glimpse of Her Majesty the Queen 
and Princess Margaret going up to Stanhope Gate, where 
they met His Majesty as he returned from reviewing the 
troops. There Were then, we understood, many presen
tations to be made of those old and famous in the Terri
torial Army movement. To the crowd the wait appeared 
long, but in good time we beard the bmds at Stanhope 
Gate change to marching music and the unending stream 
of the T.A., marching six abreast, began to flow past us. 
To single out a contingent of any one Command would 
be invidious, but, as always, London thrilled to the men 
of the 51 Highland and 52 Lowland Divisions of Scottish 
Command. They have an unfair advantage in the matter 
of dress. As each contingent came to Hyde Park Comer 
they swung right along South Carriage Drive and so to 
their buses for dispersal. Here we found the scout cars of 
the Signal Reporting Regiment (Princess Louise's' Kensington 
Regiment), T.A., and for a moment watched the troops 
embussing or falling out with permission to seek what 
pleasure London could give them. 

Amongst the marching troops (the light was still very 
bad), it was impossible to distinguish any Signalmen, 
though there were many. A.T.S. Signals, with the blue 
and white diamond on their arms, were easily distinguish
able by that and by their smartness and good marching. 

So ended a very long day. 
We went home by train with the band of the Royal 

Artillery from Portsmouth a carriage or two behind us, 
and in our compartment a B.Q.M.S. of 4 A.A. Group 
going to spend the night with friends in the suburbs. 
Having done his Regular Service, he had straightway joined 
the Territorial Army and, speaking with the experience of 
21 years as a Regular soldier, expressed himself as well 
satisfied with all the arrangements. 
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[By courtesy of " Tiu? Scouman," Edinburgh 

H.R.H. with Lieutenant-Colonel L. W. J. Dryland and Lieutenant-Colonel H. Scarborough 
inspecting 31 and 32 at a signal exercise 

On Monday, 8th November, the Regiment was honoured 
by a visit and inspection by Her Royal Highness the Princess 
Royal, who was accompanied during the inspection by 
G.O.C. No. 3 A.A. Group, C.S.O. A.A. Command and 
C.S.O. No. 3 A.A. Group. 

Great was the polishing that preceded her visit, and long 
may her praise of the Regiment be remembered 1 

Two of our D.R.s escorted Her Royal Highness to the 
Drill Hall, and on her arrival the officers were presented. 
She then inspected R.H.Q., Nos. 31 and 32 Squadrons on 
parade, with detachments of Nos. 29 and 30 Squadrons 
which had come over from Glasgow for the evening. Her 
Royal Highness spoke to a number of officers and other 
ranks on parade. After a short adjournment to the Officer ' 

[By courtesy of " The Scorsmm1, ' Edinburgh 

Left to right): Major A. Gould, Junior Commander I. D. Caris 
Carter, Lieutenant-Colonel H. Scarborough, H.R.H., Sergeant M. 
Morrison, Lance-Corporal E. McLean , Lance-Corporal P. Gray 
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Mess for coffee and sandwiches, she inspected a training 
exercise representing operational and administrative A.A. 
communications. She showed great interest in the training, 
which by this time has reached a satisfactory standard. 

Her Royal Highness was pleased to say that the turn-out 
of men and auxiliaries was excellent, that their standard 
of drill was very high, and that she had been most impressed 
with everything she bad seen. 

Here let us say that since we have bad unrestricted use of 
the H.Q. Drill Hall we have at last been able to get our 
permanent training lay-out settled. During October all 
hands worked hard to instal equipment, and we hav<: now 
got multi-core cables from the .main D & P frames to 
every training room. The installation was not finally com
pleted until the afternoon of 8th November, and it says 
much for the accuracy of the job that when Her Royal 
Highness inspected it in the evening it all worked perfectly. 

A sad piece of news is the departure of Lieutenant
Colonel J. R. Sutcliffe, o.B.E., who left us after 18 months 
in command of the Regiment. During all that time we 
advanced from strength to strength in spite of every diffi
culty. He and Mrs. Sutcliffe took their leave at a ceremony 
in the H.Q. Drill Hall on 16th September. Major Brady, 
thanking them and saying farewell on behalf of the Regi
ment, made an excellent little speech which expressed our 
feelings well; he presented Colonel Sutcliffe with a quaich, 
while Junior-Commander Caris Carter gave a bouquet to 
Mrs. Sutcliffe. (A quaich, for the benefit of those in England 
who wonder, is a Scottish silver cup of a traditional design . 

Colonel Sutcliffe then thanked us and introduced Major 
H. Scarborough, T.D., as our C.0. designate. He is now 
Lieutenant-Colonel and no longer de "gnate-we all wish 
him a long and happy command. 

Thereafter all the officers went to the Mess, where the 
quaich was filled three times with whisky and pa sed round 
as a loving cup. Colonel Sutcliffe is now Telephone Manager 
of the Middlesbrough Area. He and Mrs. Sutcliffe take with 
them the affection and good wishes of all of us· and 
e pecially of the Permanent Staff, who had the good fortune 

to work with them more often than others. 
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Io. 61 H.Q. 
Signal 
Regiment, T.A. 
BEDFORD 

November 

Since annual training we have been much concerned with 
recruiting drives. The Bedford Area Recruiting Week was 
organised from our R.H.Q., and many of us became, tem
porarily, bill-posters, publicity men and announcers on the 
P.A. equipment. There is no doubt that Bedford now 
knows that there is a Territorial Army. They also know 
that there is a local Signal Regiment. In putting us on the 

" Here is the news and this is Corporal Woodcock reading it." 
While in the background Griffiths says, "There's a funny smell 

about this thing " 

map the assistance of the Regular Command Team was 
invaluable. Captain I. C. Gibson and his merry men did 
sterling work for us in Bedford. Captain Gibson, having 
once been with this Regiment, of course knew the district 
well, and so did his team by the end of their stay. They 
have also done displays for us at Cambridge and Dunstable, 
and shortly will be on view in Ipswich. 

For a long time we have suffered from cramped quarters 
at R.H.Q.; but now things are moving and with a reshufile 
of units we expect to be able to build up some permanent 
training devices. The new Social Oub is under way and 
held a very successful night oµ Friday, 12th November. 
There was dancing and a table tennis match, a cake judging 
competition and darts, and a most extraordinary parlour 
game called "Getting Married." Altogether everybody had 
a very happy time. The funds raised were to be used for 
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Ten minutes before training begins on a Tuesday night in 
Bedford. In the centre : Junior Commander Riley and C .S.M. 

Miller ( A.T.S. permanent staff) 

the children's Christmas party, on which the Ladies' 
Comri:i.ittee is now working. 

R.S.M. Webb and his helpers deserve a word of praise 
for the good work they put in jn getting the party organised. 
However, by comparison with their most successful darts 
tournament, it was only a minor triumph. 

The darts tournament was a winner. The organisatio.n 
was remarkable and it was the first time for many years 
that nearly 600 men have congregated in the Drill Hall 
(pardon, Training Centre!) at any one time. 

There was· a row of darts boards along one wall and, of 
course, a bar along another. The darts boards were in 
continuous use, about half a minute elapsing between games. 
Play began at 7.30 p.m-> and before 11 p.m." the winning 
teams were receiving their prizes from the Mayor of Bed
ford. Altogether 37 local teams were engaged. They all 
brought supporters with them, and the management of the 
crowd, the whipping in of the teams and recording of the 
results provided quite a problem of organisation. 

Anothet, and even larger, darts tournament is to be held 
on 10th December. After that the next big event is the 
children's party and then the local Signals Association 
dinner. 

At Cambridge our youngest Squadron is doing well and 
shows signs of developing into a lusty infant. At the 
present time the Officers are attending. a course in Bedford, 
which means a 60-mile round trip every Tuesday evening. 
The Saxon Works, where the Squadron has its Head
quarte;-s, is being gradually developed as a T.A. Training 

Private Izzard gets some good advice about jeeps from C.S.M . 
Mill"er 

·-

Corporal Woodcock and Drivers Sm ith and Cook d iscuss 
t ransport troubles· 

Centre and will eventually be a very comfortable home. 
Ipswich, where No. 2 Squadron lives, is shortly to have 

a T.A. Week; and we look forward to seeing a few more 
of the "old hands" back in the Unit after that. Ipswich 
was the first of our Squadrons to have A.T.S. attached, 
and they have without doubt been thoroughly put through 
their paces by S.S.M. Robson. Recently these A.T.S. went 
to H .Q., East Anglian District, for a week-end to gain 
experience on the switchboards there. . 

At Dunstable the Infantry Brigade Group Squadron is 

Sergeant Hawthorne shows how, watched by Signalmen Blackwell 
and Griffiths and Driver Cook 

building up and shows signs of becoming a very active 
Unit. S.S.M . Baxter (P.S.I.) and Mrs. Baxter are already 
becoming known in Dunstable. 

The pictures shown here were all taken at Bedford and 
were used by us in our little booklet which we published 
during Recruiting Week. 

Bedford members are anxious to have news of old friends 
Harry Collins and Tom Sayers, pre-war P.S.I. We think 
they would find some familiar faces among us, but they 
wouldn't recognise the Unit now. ___ ., _______ -------------------------- ---------------

SIGXAL TROOP, (tUEEN'S U~'IVERSITY 

TRAINING CORPS, T.A. 

Belfast 
October 

This Unit has undergone two changes of title since its 
doings were last reported in THE WIRE in 1939. Early in 
World War II it ceased to be the Signal Unit, Queen's 
University Officers' Training Corps, a~d became the Signal 
.Unit, Queen's University Senior Training Corps, and on 
1st April last (what's in a date?) was further transmogrified 
(dictionary definition, " Transmogrify: to change into some
thing else, as if by magic") into a Unit of the Territorial 
Army. 

Annual training for 1948 was done, in company with the 
Infantry and Medical Units of the Corps, at Kirkby-in
Furness, Lancashire, from 3rd to 16th July. Our vehicles 
crossed to England by the new vehicle-ferry service from 
Larne to Preston, run by an ex-L.S.T., while the main body 
of troops went a rather roundabout journey via Liverpool, 
Ormskirk, Preston, Carnforth and Barrow-in-Furness. We 
left Belfast on 2nd July and settled in under canvas at Kirkby 
on the afternoon of the 3rd. Sunday, 4th July, was devoted 
mainly to hasty earthworks of one kind and another in 
endeavours to save some, at least, of the tents from being 
flooded by the day's torrents of rain. The weather continued 
unkind during most of our stay, but there were sufficient dry 
intervals to enable the Corp$ to take part in three cricket 
matches, two against the local team (lost one, won one) and 
one in which Queen's beat the 5th Battalion The King's 
Regiment, who lay alongside us for a week. 

There can be few parts of the United Kingdom where the 
roads are so unsuited to cable-laying as are those in ·much 
of Furness. The roads near Kirkby are so narrow and twist
ing, and are bounded by such high, loose-stone walls, that 
cable-work on them is fraught with danger both to detach
ments and civilian road-users, and we had to go far afield 
to find areas where better conditions prevailed. Perhaps this 
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was not altogether a bad thing, for it meant that exercises 
involving cable-laying took us as far away as Lake Winder
mere and afforded us opportunities of seeing that lough (no, 
J mean lake) and also Coniston Water, and such places as 
Ambleside and Hawkshead. Unfortunately, the weather pre
vented us from carrying out a 36-hour wireless exercise on 
12th and 13th July, reconnaissance· for which had led us to 
follow sign-posts bearing such intriguing names as " The 
Drunken Duck " and " Cul-de-sac," and had taken us along 
a road worse than anything we could have found at home, 
running close to the western shore of Lake Windermere. 

On 14th July all members of the Troop not in possession 
of Certificate " B," as well as two cadets from Liverpool 
University and one from Manch~ster University who had 
been attached to Queen's for training, sat the examination for 
the Certificate, and all succeeded in passing. Certificate " B " 
examinations have now been discontinued, and this will give 
a little more flexibility to our training in future. We returned 
to Belfast by the same routes as those followed on the out
ward journey, arriving on the morning of 17th July. 

On 21st August, probably the wettest day of a very wet 
summer, we turned out a party " in aid of the civil power," 
to find wireless communications for the Royal Ulster Con
stabulary on duty on the course of the International Grand 
Prix Motor Cycle Race in Co. Antrim. We are now quite 
certain that our skins are waterproof, even if the covers of 
our 15 cwt. trucks are not. It was very annoying to have 
the rain stop within five minutes after the conclusion of the 
race, still we lived up to Signals traditions and kept 
"through" throughout. ~ 

In a few days we send off a very small party (Captain J. 
H. A. Patton, M.c., T.D., Lance-Corporal H. Dickson and 
.Lance-Corporal P. A. Beirne) to the T.A. Review in Hyde 
Park. It is believed that the two last-named will have the 
distinction of being in the extreme left-hand file of the whole 
parade. 

Our Royal Signals Regular Staff at the moment comprises 
one member only-S.S.M: George E. Surfieet. 
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Santa Claus 
I ignal we have always been famous for the way in 

which we stage the annual Chri tmas party for the 
kiddie . General Cary' dramatic flair was notably evident 
in the Christma parties he threw for the old Training 
Battalion in the Newbigging Hall in pre-war days. On 
one occa ion he bad a film specially produced for the show, 
telling the story of a small boy's letter to Santa Claus, show
ing the postman's weary tramp across the snow to Santa's 
cottage, whence the latter set out laden with gifts to 
Catterick R.A.F. ration, where he emplaned to be duly 
parachuted out, landing in a large dummy fireplace in the 
1 ewbigging Hall just a the film faded out. 

Another year a mall pantomime prelude was staged in 
which two small children interviewed first a magician, 
played by C.Q.M.S. (now Captain) Molyneux, famous 
throughout the Corps as "Molly," in a cave complete with 
a talking pantomime cat, and .finally by television, Santa 
himself, played by Stan Poole. 

But wherever there were Signals' children, by hook or 
by crook a party was given, despite unfavourable condi
tions. In that delectable spot, Dera Ismail Khan, a childish 
epidemic just before Christmas prevented the giving of the 
parry, so Santa took his tree to the various married quarters 
in a gaily decorated A.T. cart. The following year it fell 
to my lot to do the honours, and I was much embarrassed 
by my whiskers coming adrift, so much so that I could 
not give the· little girls the customary kiss. This turned 
out to be lucky, for the following day one of them went 
down with diphtheria! ~ ~ 

During the last war I was again roped in for two succes
sive years, and each time had to dash to the local emporium 
just on closing time to borrow the necessary regalia. 

On arriving at 'Pindi early in 1945, to take over as 
T M.0., I was greeted by the C.O. with " Tim, your main 
job, in addition to your normal technical duties, will be to 
see that the T.M. Section keeps up its reputation for turn
ing out the best toys in the North-Western Army.'' As 
autumn approached, I got down to the job of planning, 
and found that there were at least 50 children eligible, the 
majority of whom were girls between 11 and 14, and posed 
us a problem, which I solved largely by the use of surplus 
belio mirrors on nicely polished teakwood stands, but with 
sisters of this awkward age group I bad to think again, and 
decided on small underarm handbags of sheepskin, with 
the recipient's initials, but some low cunning was needed 
to ensure that they should not be too " posh" so that 
mother might commandeer them, while they must not be 
small enough for daddy to misappropriate as a baccy 
pouch. The small boys were not too much of a problem, 
for we had a number of aircraft recognition models and 
made up some tanks, armoured cars, jeeps and similar toys 
-incidentally, all wheeled toys had ball-bearing wheels 
culled from the salvage dump. I borrowed the patterns 
for cuddly toys from the Occupational Therapy Depart
ment of the W.V.S., which was run by the wife of the 
District Commander. I made an oblique approach through 
the A.D.C., who was a Signals type, anywaY,-aS the 
G.0.C.'s daughter was in need of some copper wire to 
stiffen a fancy dress, matters were arranged amicably. I 
traced them out on white oilcloth salvaged from surplus 
signalling strips, the mochi cut them out, and I handed 
them over to the married ladies to stitch together, and I 
then stuffed them with cotton waste, and had the unit 
draughtsman paint the appropriate markings. Thus I had 

a supply of cuddly toys which were both washable and 
waterproof. 

The C.Q.M.S. said that as his two small boys had already 
had airguns, model tommy-guns and would have no thrill 
for them, so could I please make them crossbows. With 
many misgiving , having duly warned him (a C.Q.M.S., 
mind you) of the danger of broken windows, I designed a 
pair, and gave a demonstration to the Quartermaster and 
the R.S.M. Each of them put his foot down with a firm · 
hand and said, " No! " So I made tommy-guns instead. 

The C.O. walked in one day and said casually, "Tim, 
Mrs. D. is quite a good type, her husband is in the Corps, 
and her two kiddies-a boy and a girl, five years old and six 
months, I'll get you their names later-have never been to 
a Signals' party; see she gets an invitation." I passed the 
information on to the Adjutant, who 'phoned the only Mrs. 
D. we knew, the D.A.D.W.A.C. (I) (or Queen A.T.-modi
field for India) and got the names of her children. 

We bad made some push-horses for the smaller kiddies, 
and needed fur for manes and tails, so we sent an S 0 S 
around the married quarters and the W.A.C. (I) Company. 
A sergeant of the latter produced an old fur tippet. It 
turned out that she bad a small sister--one more guest to 
provide for! 

The Q.M.'s small son wanted a yacht. I felt that was 
beyond my powers, so the Q.M. himself came into work
shops and made it. 

After I bad checked up and found that there were enough 
toys, with some spares in case of miscalculations, I asked 
who was to present the gifts, and the R.S .M . replied, " Well, 
sir, if you wouldn't mind, the general opinion in the Mess 
is that you are the most suitable person! " Landed again! 

For the great day we bad fixed up the P.A. Equipment in 
the Mess, and I addressed the kiddies over it, telling them 
that the R.A.F. bad kindly lent me a 'plane and would 
parachute me into the barracks. I then handed the mike 
over to my F . of S ., who gave a graphic commentary on 
my descent. r finally appeared in a dummy fireplace to the 
accompaniment of a loud crash. 

The C.Q.M.S. bad said that a tommy-gun would have 
no thrill for either of his lads. You should have seen the 
professional way in which the younger, aged four, grabbed 
it from me, and assuming a genuine gangster's crouch, 
advanced on the sergeant distributing the sweets! 

For the little six-month-old daughter of Mrs. D . I had 
a woolly rabbit. When I called her name, a tall girl of 10 
stepped forward! My face must have been as red as my · 
robe. Yes, it was the wrong Mrs. D. I apologised •to her 
afterwards and sent a more appropriate present later. 

For the " spoof" present we selected the Adjutant. 
During the previous summer .he had caught a small tree-rat 
and unsuccessfully tried to rear it, with the assistance of · 
his bearer, who was quite a character. I presented him with 
a model cut out of plywood, painted in the correct colours 
and mounted on wheels. 

The following year was my last Christmas in the Service, 
and I was again asked to deputise for the old gentleman 
with the whiskers, but fortunately t9YS were sufficiently 
numerous and cheap for the T.M. Section to be relieved of 
the job of making them. Also with the disbandment of 
the W.A.C. (I) the number of children was smaller. The 
previous year I had had to provide 66 presents. With the 
rapid Indianisation of Signals, we had a large number of 
Indian 01'.ficers, .and my happiest memory of the party is of 
a little Sikh boy blissfully wearing a paper cap with the 
star and crescent of Islam. 
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44 (H.C.) Infantry Divisional Signal Regiment, T.A. 
LONDON, W.6 

November 
This being our first contribution to THE WIRE since the 

Unit's re-formation in May of last year, perhaps it will be 
as well to begin by giving readers our locations: -

Unit H.Q., H.Q. Squadron and No. 1 Squadron are 
situated at Stamford Brook, W.6, o. 2 Squadron is located 
at Chatham, and No. 3 Squadron, although not at the 
moment officially formed, will in the near future operate 
in the Brighton area; meanwhile, "K" Section of No. 3 
Squadron is in the process of forming and is open to 
recruits at Hurstpierpoint, a small village approximately six 
miles from Brighton. 

Permanent Staff .-The permanent staff at the time of 
going to press is comprised of: Major E. R. Nanney-Wynn, 
Second-in-Command; Captain C. G. Sandys, Adjutant; 
Lieutenant (Q.M.) W. Robertson, Q.M.; R.S.M. C. A. 
Turner, M.M.; S.S.M. L. R. Cook; S.Q.M.S. S. Kendrick; 
Sergeants E. Nicholls, F. Hubbard, M.M., and D . Smith; and 
Corporal J. Christian. 

Under the command of Lieutenant-Colonel R. F. Gandy, 
who saw service in the Middle East and with Wingate's 
Chindits during the late war, the Unit officially opened for 
public recruitment on 1st May, 1947, and although the 
initial enlistments were not as plentiful as may have been 
expected, in view of the large membership of the Old Com
rades' Association, it was, nevertheless, very heartening to 
see some of the pre-war members of the Unit among the 
first to join-Major K. B. Baldwin, M.B.E., Major (Tiny) 
Angell, Major R. Lightoller and Captain A. Ottway (Unit 
E.M.E.) were foremost among the Officers at present serving, 
and the first batch of O.R. enlistments included S.S.M. A. 
Brown, S.Q.M.S. Joe Beckett, Sergeants Harry Hatcher, 
Harry Hassick, Stan Fiddes, Reg. Forsythe and Harold 
Schurer and Corporal " Pogger" Folkerd. 

Enlistments at Chatham and Stamford Brook are con-
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tinuing at a steady pace, and it is hoped that our ranks 
will be swelled by even larger numbers now that the 
National Recruiting Campaign is under way. Training is 
carried out on Tuesday and Thursday evenings at Stam
ford Brook and Monday and Thursday evenings at 
Chatham. 

This year's annual camp was held at Cavalry Barracks, 
Canterbury, from 17th-24th July, 1948. During this period 
the Unit was visited by several senior Officers, including the 
Honorary Colonel of the Regiment, Major-General C. E. N . 
Lomax, C.B., C.B.E., o.s.o., M.C., who inspected the Regiment 
and gave out the prizes to the fortunate winners on the 
occasion of the Unit sports. Whilst at camp the Unit beld 
its first annual All Ranks' Dinner since its re-formation, the 
guest of honour being the Honorary Colonel. The one 
regret of all ranks is that this dinner only takes place annually. 

A very pleasant day was spent at the Ranges near Canter
bury, R.S.M. Turner, M.M., being the only one to obtain a 
possible. The results generally were of a high level, but 
there is little chance of any of us making Bisley next year. 

Winter training is now in full swing. The W /T mer
chants, under the able tuition of S.S.M. L. R. Cook, coupled 
with their own enthusiasm, are making rapid strides toward~ 
obtaining their much-sought-after Trade Ratings. The 
Chatham element in this branch of Signals are also aspiring 
to the same end under the instruction of Corporal Matthews. 
Lineman training, under Stan Fiddes, and instruction in 
vehicle maintenance, under S.Q.M.S. Kendrick and Corporal 
Christian, is also proceeding smoothly; a keen interest is 
being shown by all concerned. 

Our social amenities at the moment are somewhat limited, 
but we are effecting improvements, and with the progress 
of time and the steady influx of recruits, we are hoping in 
the very near future to build up a first-class Recreational 
Centre. At the moment we are restricted to darts, snooker 
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nd miniature range but in our present wave of optimism 
we are hoping to enli t ome budding Wilf Mannions and 
put to use the set of football kit which the Quartermaster 
has got stored up in mothball . . . 

Unit danc are held at frequent mtervals, our last big 
event bemg one which the Unit ran in con junction with 
the O.C.A. on 24th October, 1948, to commemorate the 
Battle of El Alamcin. For this occasion we hired the 
Hammersmith Town Hall, and the Band of the Grenadier 
Guards were engaged to provide the music. Thi~ func:cion 
proved to be a great success in all respects, and provided 
an ideal medium for members of the Unit, past and present, 
to gee together for a good " grip." . . 

In conjunction with the Wormbolt Estate Bmnng Club, 
we held a display of boxing on Friday, 12th November, at 
Stamford Brook. There wa an excellent attendance and a 
first-class standard of amateur boxing was seen, p roviding 
a very enjoyable evening for all who saw it. . , . 

The foregoing is intended only as a very bnef resume 
covering the Unit's activities over a period of many months 
but once begun, we shall keep up our WIRE notes. 

Having taken up so much valuable space, we should like 
to conclude by offering our sincerest congratulations to 
Sergeant P. Lancaster, who has just obtained his T.A. Com
mission after a period of eight months. He waited patiently 
but not in vain. 

4 3rd (WE SSIEX) I NFANTRY D IVISIONAL 

SIGNAL REGDIE.~T, T.A. 

T aunt on, Somerset 
November 

R.H.Q. AND H.Q. SQUADRON. Since 1st October, 
when the National Recruiting Campaign for the Territorial 
Army commenced, the strength of the 43rd (Wessex) 
Infantry Divisional Signal Regiment, T.A., has shown a 
welcome increase, and we feel sure that our target will be 
reached before the end of March. 

The Royal Signals Motor Cycle Display Team again paid 
us a visit and gave each of our Squad.ions an exceptionally 
fine show; these ,..jsits give a good fillip to recruiting in 
addition to fine entertainment, and it is hoped that this 
will become an annual event. 

A Territorial All Ranks Ball was held a.t the Empire 
Ballroom, Taunton, on 21st October; this was the first of 
its kind to be held in this County Town of Somerset since 
the war. The ball was arranged as a concerted effort by 
all Somerset T.A. Units stationed in and around Taunton, 
and turned out to be an unqualified success; naturally the 
Signals were well in evidence. It is hoped to bold further 
balls of this nature in the future. 

H.Q. Squadron were represented on H.M. the King's 
Review of the T.A on Sunday, 31st October, by Corporal 
J. F. Howell, Signalmen W. G. Martin, D . E. Rose and 
H. T. Sparkes. These lucky four bad to be drawn by 
ballot as the whole Squadron were desirous of attending. 
We hope that in future parades of this kind we shall have a 
larger allocation of vacancies. 

No. 1 SQUADRON, EXETER, DEVON. This has 
been a very busy month for all concerned with the recruit
ing campaign in full swing. We started off the month with 
a Squadron dance and it was such a huge success that the 
dance floor resembled the Black Hole of Calcutta. Still 
we bagged a couple of recruits over it. . 

The month has been carnival mad; no fewer than four 
carnivals have been attended, at Heavitree, St. Thomas, 
Top ham and Crediton, and we are hoping our displays 
will have the desired effect and bring in the ex-Signal types 
we need. The Squadron did wireless communication for 
the Heavitree Carnival Committee, and it was gratifying to 
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receive their compliments for our good work. . . 
Our recruiting campaign is definitely showing results, as 

during the past month we have enrolled nine new meml?ers 
to the Squadron, all of whom we welcome and feel sure 
their stay with us will be of great assistance to the T.A. and 
themselves. 

The King's Review Party had a grand send-off! Not 
knowing what they were in for, the party comprised all the 
old brigade and all good-time Charlies Sergeants Pauley, 
Pearce and Kettell, Corporals Kettell, Ofield and Roberts, 
Lance-Corporals Stevens and Welch, Signalmen Vince and 
Wright . On their return all looked the worse for wear and 
stated it had been an ordeal, but we know the A.T.S. enter
tained them the evening before. Still, all agreed that a 
wonderful time was had by all, and they wouldn't have 
missed it for love or money. Now the Squadron is settling 
down to some real training again, and all are looking forward 
to the next trade board on 27th/28th November. Lance
Corporal Stevens, that do or die one, is again having a try, 
and here's wishing the best of luck this time. 

The spirit in the Squadron is first-class, and a darts com
petition is in ful l swing, with our P .S.L S.S .M. T aylor 
(Tim) favourite for the bottle of whisky. 

Our P.S .I. would like to contact Major Jones, 3 Squadron, 
5 Divisional Signal Regiment, who started him off on this 
career, and Sergeant Berglin, of 15 I~fantry Brigade, also 
on this job somewhere in Bligbty; a !me from both of you 
would be welcome. 

No. 3 SQUADRON, TORQUAY. What a job it is to 
find yourself late with the notes for THE WIRE and so 
much "griff" of the recent events to wade through and 
work up for the grand finale. Nevertheless, here we are 
again, in that land of sunshine and jollity, training like hell 
AND liking it. 

We welcome to the fold Recruits L. F . Beazley, R. A. 
Manley R. T. A. Paddon, and our very latest, E. A 
Willia~s, and we can assure them that their tour of duty 
with this gallant band will be a very pleasant one. We have 
jumped well into the local public eye on two events recently. 
Our contingent of one Officer -and six Other Ranks who 
attended the T.A. Review on 31st October were produced 
in all the glory of an excellent turn-out, complete with bi.ie 
berets and 3 cwts. of medals, for inspection by the C.R. 
Signals, at which we had all the local Press hounds with 
their cameras, who did us grand in the local papers. 

We also had the honour this year of mounting a guard 
of honour on the local Cenotaph and produced an excellent 
bugler for the traditional renderings. 

The greatest event of all was definitely the payment of 
BOUNTY. This took place on Thursday, 28th October, 
1948, and a grand time was had by all; so easily said and 
covers such a multitude of sins. But my own eventful 
life was in jeopardy on 1st November, when being behind 
the wheel of our jeep I was pulled all the way to Marsh 
Mills in driving rain at what must be a record for the 
journey in any vehicle. 

On the way back we saw such a mess on the roadside 
and I'm still not sure whether or not it was me. 

Only NINETY-NINE days to go and then catastrophe 
(capital C) hits the old Corps. I do hope they will survive 
without me. TOPPER 

No. 2 SQUADRON, BRIDGWATER, SOMERSET. We 
in Bridgwater are at the peak of the National Recruiting 
Campaign, which we hope will bring recruits to our door 
in their hundreds. Up to now we are very glad of the 
company of Recruits Webber and Luke, who joined us about 
a week ago. Another recruit, one named (Nobby) Hall, 
joined us about a month ago, coming to us on comple
tion of bis National Service with R.E.M.E.; just the type 
we want and we hope to see more of these technical wallahs, 
both R.E.M.E. and Royal Signals. 
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During Carnival Week in Bridgwater the folks a usual 
went quite mad and people were very lucky if they managed 
to get anywhere near it because of the crowds. 

The lads went off to the King's Review in high spirits, 
the Squadron being represented by Lieutenant B. C. Drom
goole, Sergeant Manley, Lance-Corporal Taylor, Drivers 
Hosey and Parker, Signalmen Slater and Keirle, and 
returned full of praise about the parade. 

A Squadron dance was held on 6th November and turned 
out to be a huge success, having more than 600 enter our 
doors during the evening. · 

The Squadron sends their best regards to S.S.M. (Nobby) 
Hall, who left us on a posting to Catterick and whom we 
hope to meet again some day. 

No. 15 A. A. (M ) SIGN AL REGDIEN T , T .A . 

l.e e d s 
November 

T.A. Review. In common with most other Units in the 
T.A., this Regiment supplied a party of 40 to take part in 
the review of the T.A. in Hyde Park by H.M. the King 
on 31st October . Contingents from Leeds, Birmingham, 
Nottingham, Newcastle and Rotherham produced a Regi
mental strength of four male officers, nine lll3.!e other ranks, 
two A.T .S. officers and 23 A.T.S. other ranks. The quota 
allowed was unfortunately only one-third of those who 
volunteered and there was considerable heart-burning 
amongst the unlucky ones. T he detachment was under the 
command of M ajor L. Hayes, O.C. No. 39 Squadron (Not-
tingham). · 

Personnel from the various Squadrons proceeded to 

[B:v courtesy of the "Sheffield Telegraph and Star." 

Major-General The Earl of Scarborough, K.G., G.C.S.I., G.C.1.E., 
T.D., D.L .. Honorary Colonel, and Lieutenan t-Colone l H. L. B. 

Kealy, Commanding Offi cer 
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London under local arrangements, arnvmg on Saturday 
evening. The messing and accommodation was " laid on " 
by the capable and friendly hands of the R.A. Depot at 
Woolwich and others, who are to be congratulated on per
lorming so difficult a task in such an efficient fashion. 
Many thanks to all concerned. 

H.M. the King, .accompanied by Field Marshal Lord 
Montgomery, inspected the Parade, and later took the salute 
at the March Past. On the completion of the march, all 
ranks were dismissed and several of the leading contingents 
(this Regiment amongst them) were able to secure a fine view 
of the remainder of the Parade. All ranks of the Regiment 
taking part were emphatic when they said, " Well done, 
Parade." 

The C.O. and a few others attended as spectators and 
were able to pick out our detachment by locating certain 
well-known figures. 

A number of friendships started at Camp this year were 
renewed and eventually people reached their homes just 
about in time for work on Monday. 

As a result of this parade, Squadron recruiting graph;; 
are expected to show a mercurial rise. 

Permanent Staff. R.S.M. Thornton is at present attending 
a five weeks' M .T. Course at the Army School of M.T., 
which should make him of great assistance to Squadrons 
with their transport. After battling for 18 months to get 
even one Regular driver for the whole Regiment, they have 
at last agreed to a Corporal Vehicle Mechanic, and will he 
be busy! 

Incidentally, if there are any ex-Signals who would 
consider taking on jobs as civilian caretak~r, gardener or 
vehicle mechanic at the R.H.Q. camp in Dewsbury Road, 
Leeds, 11, we shall ~e delighted to see them and give them 
more information. 

No. 37 SQUADRON, LEEDS. The majority of the 
Squadron attended a successful week-end camp which was 
held in conjunction with No. 38 (Rotherham) Squadron at 
Lodge Moor Camp, Sheffield, on 11th and 12th September. 

Recruiting Parades and Demonstrations have been fre
quently attended together with the other T.A. Units in the 
Leeds area. It is noticeable that there is always a stronger 
turn-out of the A.T.S. than men. Come on, the men! 

The male membets of the Squadron recently fired their 
Annual Range Practices on the open range at Hawlesworth, 
and put up some fairly good results considering that they 
have bad little practice. It is hoped to carry out as much 
open range practice as possible when the weather becomes 
warmer 

On the social side, a mixed party proceeded to Morecambe 
by coach on Sunday, 5th September. Dances are held in the 
O.R.'s Club and Canteen on alternative Saturdays, and are 
well attended. 

o. 38 SQUADRON, ROTHERHAM. A.T.S. members 
of the Squadron staffed a display counter in a local theatre. 
The response was not overwhelming, but justified its 
existence. 

The Squadron was invited to a Church Parade by No. 
467 (York and Lancaster ) HA.A. Regiment, R.A. (T.A.), 
to mark the beginning of Gunner Week. The Regiment's 
Honorary Colonel, the Earl of Scarborough, took the salute. 
The A.T.S. put up an excellent show and Lady Scarborough 
congratulated Second-Subaltern Fieldhou e on their smart 
turn-out. . 

The main event of the month was the review of the T.A. 
by H.M. the King in Hyde Park. One officer, four male 
other ranks and five A.T.S. other ranks took part, and joined 
up with the rest of the Regiment. Those taking part enjoyed 
themselves, and events of this nature are good for morale. 
It is a pity t hat more V.l.P.s cannot visit u. on our own 
home ground. 
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Birmingham 

N O'Vembe:I' 

Every now and then we have people poppii:g in to enlist 
or inquire and it transpires that they served m t~e 48th _or 
61st Divi ional Signals. One of these days we will surpn e 
you with an account of the great recruiting rush here. On 
the other hand we may be so dumbfounded ourselves at 
this phenomenon that our pencil will go all static. However, 
don't get the wrong impression. Our number rise almost 
daily and training nights reveal a pretty good crowd of 
very keen types. And still they come. The bar sales alone 
tell the story. The recreation room, now fixed with new 
curtain is a comfortable and very popular spot these rough 
night . Signalman J . Hook is the landlord and bas become 
quite a fixture. If more of the T.A. members were sub-
cribers to THE WrRE we would make it known that HooJ...-y 

is a voluntary barman. As it is, so few of them buy a copy 
that they will go on thinking that he makes something out 
of it. 

We are always on the look-out for a really good oianist 
to join up. A bachelor pianist, with a capacity for unlimited 
beer would do, but they say that the species is almost 
e~ct. If you do happen to hear of one you may be in 
time to prevent the Quartermaster selling his saxophone. 
Then, again, if someone could strangle the prospective 
nianist recrujt the sale of the saxophone might well go 
forward. 

But there you can't please everyone, as the Corporal said 
when he splashed electrolyte on the R.S.M.'s Service dress. 

Lieutenant R. M. Fulford.- is . proving to be an ener:getic 
member of thjs Regiment. His wireless schemes are acquir
ing quite a name. Perhaps we shouldn't have put a full 
stop there and left it just like that. We have every reason 
to believe that they are jolly good schemes. Remind us to 
find out more about them and at the same time iliscover 
who is to pay for all t'he tea and sugar. All information to 
the P.R.!. or any good Quartermaster's Stores. 

We sent a smart little party to represent this Unit at 
the Review, by His Majesty the King qn 31st October: 
Major E. R Price, Signalmen F. Curtis, G. P. Powell, H. S. 
Savin and R. Worton, all complete with blue berets. 

Sergeant J. J. Stokes arrived on 18th October as P.S.I. 
in place of Sergeant F. Finney, posted to K.ingston-on
Thames. Hail and farewell, so to speak. There used to 
be a tolerably decent cafe on the Kingston By-pass called 
the Ace of Spades. We once played in a band there. Once. 
Then wrote a book called " The Ace of Spades and how 
to Trumpet." Musicians from all over the world ignored 
it. They were very ignorant in those days. 

If you watch the papers closely you will find that someone 
will go to the trouble of working out how many shopping 
days to Christmas. As if you care. A much pleasanter 
occupation is to be found in talking over past happy Christ
mases, but if you think a more solemn theme is called for, 
try speculating on the chances of any more like those old 
ones coming along in the foreseeable future. All right, put 
your handkerchiefs away. We'll get by. If there are any 
happy Christmases to be had in 1948 you can bet that we 
are going to have our share in Birmingham. And we all 
wish you the same. Which shows that we are not selfish. 
Book now for New Year wishes. Only a few left. 

I suppose you have heard about the Quartermaster who 
fell down and twisted himself? o? Oh, well, never mind. 

:\"o. 2/20 AR~IY SIGNAL REGDIEN"T, T.A. 
"\Vaustead 

November 

As these notes will appear just before Christmas it would 
not be seemly to burden you with much routine detail . 
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Some of the members of the Unit who attended "Corps Night" 
-8th November 

a dull sauce for the lashings of food and drink you no 
doubt have all around you! 

Our activities have been mainly concerned with the 
National Recruiting Campaign and its local repercussions. 
A representative body of men and A.T.S. attended the 
Territorial Parade in Hyde Park on Sunday, 31st October, 
and we are supplying vehicles and personnel for a recruiting 
column which is touring the N.W. Essex area on Satuday, 
13th November. On Sunday, 14th November, the Army 
Recruiting Demonstratic.n Team is joining us-we hope for 
good results. 

On Remembrance Sunday we were very fortun~te in 
obtaining the Corps Band for our own service. We had 
planned a Drumhead Service, but the inclement weather 
drove us to our Drill Hall. A large gathering of members 
of the Unit, their families and friends, and Old Comrades 
attended, and afterwards enjoyed a concert by the band. 
They are indeed an excellent bmd, and Captain Judd and 
his men are to be congratulated on their performance. On 
Monday, 8th November, we held a Regimental Dance at 
which the Dance Section of the band played for us, under 
the direction of Band Sergeant-Major Purvis. They, too~ 
were first-class and were greatly appreciated by almost 300 
dancers. 

Our recruiting is slow-we are 25 per cent. up since 
camp-but those men and women who have joined up are 
keen people we need. . 

We extend to all T.A. readers of all ranks, to the National 
Service man anti to the Regular our sincerest wishes for a 
happy Christmas and all health and prosperity in the New 
Year. 

No. 49 (W.R. & H.) ABHOURED DIVISIONAL 
SIGNAL REGIMENT, T.A. 

Gibraltar Barracks, I.eeds, 2 
October 

After the " close " season of August, we reopened on 7th 
September to prepare for Recruiting Week, this being held 
3rd-10th October. There were thousands of jobs-painting, 
wiring, partitions and a stage to set up-yes, and even 
heather-picking for wall decorations. A certain S.S.M. has 
practically denuded the moors around Leeds, much to tl;ie 
annoyance of the grouse and the moor-lovers ! But, joking 
aside, everybody got down to it and the miracle took place; 
we were ready on time. 

A message from " Monty" started the Leeds Display Week 
off and we began with a Massed Church Parade on Sunday, 
3rd October, a lovely day and a fine turn-out. Our Unit 
Band led us to the tune of " Colonel Bogey " to the Drum
head Service held at the Majestic Cinema. The lesson was 
read by the Earl of Scarborough and the address by the .Vicar 
of Leeds, with the usual hymns so popular in the Servi~s. 
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At the close of the service we re-formed and marched 
·through the City centre, giving salutes at the War Memorial 
and at the saluting base by the Town Hall, the salute being 
taken by the Earl of Scarborough. 

Saturday, 9th October, was the big parade with all the 
T .A. Units taking part and showing off their vehicles and 
equipment. A march through Leeds, headed by our Unit 
Band, was followed by a salute at the Town Hall, taken by 
the G.O.C.-in-C., whilst the 609 W.R. Squadron, Royal 
Auxiliary Air Force, Spitfires dipped and roared overhead, 
and this was a fitting climax to a grand week, held in glorious 
autumn sunshine throughout. 

On Tuesday, 12th October, we start serious training with 
a proaramme laid out until April, 1949. The seriousness will 
be m~llowed by the bedecked Drill Hall, for we intend to 
hold dances fortnightly on Friday nights, commencing 22nd 
October. 

Arrivals or Postings. Sergeant G. W. McGee got his 
recruit in the form of a daughter. All are doing well except 
Mac's pocket. 

.22 Rifle Competition. We are proud to announce th~t our 
two shooting teams obtained first and second places m the 
Leeds T.A. .22 Rifle Shooting Competition sponsored by 
the Association of Leeds and District Rifle and Revolver 
Clubs. 

November 
R.H.Q. AND ALL SQUADRONS, GIBRALTAR BAR

RACKS, LEEDS, 2. The high spots of the last four weeks 
have been the King's Parade and the Remembrance Day 
Parade. 

Our detachment for London, led by Major V. H. Wood..: 
row, Royal Signals, consisted of Sergeant S. Spencer, 
Sergeant J. Feeley, Corporal C. H. Ware, Lance-Corporal 
L. Christian, Lance-Corporal J. Northgreaves, Lance
Corporal S. Pickles, Lance-Corporal L. Wilder, and left 
Leeds on Saturday, 30th October, with chests all a-glitter 
with gongs and beads adorned with the new beret-they'll 
never be the same chaps again. Of course, there was a 
.super " grip " session on their return, with head and chest 
measurements larger for the trip. · 
. Sunday, 7th November, saw other T.A. Units on parade 

with us on our Drill Ground, from whence we marched to 
Victoria Square, led by our Regimental Band. The weather 
was rather chilly and even our Polar Bears were seen to 
shiver. The Lord Mayor, after laying his wreath on the 
War Memorial, took bis place on the steps in front of the 
Town Hall and, as the British Legion and other associa
tions finally moved into position, the Drum Head Service 
began with an address by the Vicar of Leeds. . 

The Silence having been observed and the Nauona1 
Anthem played, we marched off, giving the salute at the 
War Memorial, and on up to the Civic Hall, where the 
.salute was taken by the Lord Mayor. So back to the Drill 
Hall. 

Our frozen limbs thawed out considerably on receipt of 
our bounty, and some even melted after several jars of ale 
had been consumed to the detriment of the aforesaid bounty. 

However, ~e have a steady training. programme before 
•us for the wmter and are .eagerly lookmg forward to the 
lighter, longer and warmer evenings, when practice can 
take the place of theory and the open spaces for the lecture 
room and blackboard. 

62 II.ft. L. ~F C. SIGNAL DEGllUENT, T.A. 
Chester 

October 

Since our last publication the designation of this Unit 
has changed. We are now 62 H.Q. L. of C. Signal Regi
ment, T.A. Several other changes have taken place-93, 95 
and 96 A.G.R.A. Signal Squadrons have left our adminis-
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trative fold. We are indeed sorry to lose them. 96 Squadron, 
with Major Toler, Captain Kneen, Lieutenant Thompson, 
S.S.M. Shreeve and Sergeant Goldthorpe, are the backbone 
of a very promising Squadron. 14 A.A. (M ) Sigp.al Regi
ment, T.A., at Liverpool, are lucky to acquire such a good 
lot of chaps. 

No more will the Adjutant and R.S.M. b~ in the position 
to thrash the Permanent Staff element of 95 Squadron at 
billiards and snooker. To Major Forest-Jones, S.S.M. and 
Mrs. Miller at Newport (Mon.), we bid adieu and all the 
very best of luck. It really isn't farewell to 93 Squadron at 
Liverpool, for we shall see them on our visits to our other 
Squadron at Liverpool. 

The recruits at 94 Squadron, Atherton, Lanes., and 88 
Squadron at N ewcastle-under-Lyme continue to come in at 
a steady rate. It is rumoured that S.S.M. Richardson at 
Atherton is shortly to move into a civvy atmosphere. Civvy 
Street will gain and we shall lose a keen and most efficient 
member of our Unit. 

Another Recruiting Campaign has taken place. This time 
we bad a small display of Technical Equipment at the 
Gaumont Cinema, Chester. The results are not very 
encouraging ; we hope the numerous inquiries made wiJI 
materialise. 

The A.T.S. have now several recruits, probably a good 
asset to the recruitment of the male element of the Unit. 

Our next door neighbours, 23 Armoured Brigade Signal 
Squadron, T.A., held a Recruiting·Dance during the month 
which was very well attended and successful. 

At the end of October, Major the Earl Kitchener, who is 
serving with 16 Wireless Squadron, and ten O.R.s from 
the Unit, are proceeding to London for the Royal Review 
in Hyde Park. 

R.S.M. Dawson bas visited the wilds of Catterick for a 
Corps Hockey Trial. He played in the match versus Man
chester University on 20th October. 

The only other change is the advent of a G.P.O. switch
board installed in the Orderly Room. Quietness gives way 
to an impersonation of Arthur Askey and his Bumble Bee 
whenever the G.P.O. switchboard operators call us. One 
member of the Permanent Staff has suggested " carpet 
slippers" for a gbod little switchboard as a suitable present 
for Christmas. It really is marvellous how time flies-one 
more month gone, and once more to all members of the 
Corps, past and present-Salaams. CESTRIAN 

No. 23 (SOUTHERN) {;ORPS SIGNAL 
REGIMENT 

Fulham .House, S."\"\r.6 
NO'Vember 

We apologise most humbly for our lapse in not sending 
our contributions in to time. Readers will note the " we." 
Why should I always have to take the "can" back? 

Items of interest this month include the usual monthly 
dance, Remembrance Day services and the doings of our 
Rifle Club. Another Unit Dance was held on 6th Novem
ber and was wen attended. All present enjoyed themselves 
and the raffle for a doll for our Children's Christmas Party 
was a great success. Our next dance is· on 4th December, 
and our invitation to all Corps members, present and past, 
still stands. Fulham House has the ever-open door. 

The Regiment was represented at the Royal Review by 
.Corporal Ruthven, our only representative actually in the 
parade, Sergeant Banham djd right guide, and Sergeant. an:p
son and Lance-Corporal Alexander manned a commumcauon 
post on the saluting base. Though ~any were disapp?inted 
at the small allocation of representatives for the Regiment, 
we were lucky to get 50 tickets for the enclosure. 

Three of the volunteer from the Regiment were lucky to 
be chosen to represent the Un'it at the Albert Hali for the 
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Briti h Legion Festival of Remembranre-Signalmen Manly 
Bartlett and Cooper. From all reports they had a most 
enjoyable day. We gather the bar was open between and 
during die two performances. 

Captain Oliver, ergeant Kimble, Lance-Corporal Alexan
der and Signalman Bartlett represented the Unit in the 
Territorial Section of t.'le Lord Mayor's Procession--a very 
mart body of men in their new blue berets. Six and a half 

miles at the slope wa tiring but enjoyable. 
The Regiment also sent a detachment to the Fulham Pari h 

~ ar Memorial on Remembrai ce Sunday, when the usual 
en•ice took place. In addition a plaque commemorating the 

fallen of the last war was unveiled by the Right Hon. A. V. 
Alexander, the Mini ter of Defence, in the presence of the 
Bishop of Kensington, who conducted the short service. The 
Mayor of Fulham and other local dignitaries were present. 
The ceremony was simple but nevertheless most impressive. 

Our Rifle Club are keeping their head above water, and in 
the City of London Rifle League have played 3 matches, 
winning 1, drawing 1, and the result of the last match is 
awaited. Our victims were the 4th Battalion The Essex 
Regiment. It is interesting to note that we have beaten every 

ervice Unit that we have come up against in any competi
tion or friendly match for that matter- a notable achieve
ment ! 

The opportunity is taken of resuming the introduction of 
" our lads" which was missing from our last instalment. 
No. 3 Squadron is presented this week, led by Captain C. 
Vincent-Smith, assisted by Captain J . D . F. Stow, Lieu- . 
tenants R. Thorne and G. Comfort. A lot of readers will 
probably remember George Comfort, the bloke with the T.A. 
gong and three bars! He's still as young as ever, the old --. 

S VEN 

No. 11 A->\· (M) SIGNAL REGIMENT, T.A. 

Our recruiting still goes strong and we recently saw our 
total strength pass the 300 mark. To help us on our way to 
a fourth century we have recently adorned the Brompton 
Road with a conspicuous hoarding and a large banner flying 
high across the road. 

The high-spot of the month was a Halloween Dance held 
at Brompton Road on 30th October. The party went with 
a swing from beginning to end. The Permanent Staff pro
vided an amusing interlude when, in a dance hall lit only 
by a purple beam of liglit, we heard a witch-like voice 
exhorting us to heed the hour and be on our guard against 
the Spirits of Halloween. · As the voice ca<:kled various 
apparitions appeared, and finally a green-glowing man-eater 
spider appeared outside one of the windows and winked his 
eyes at us in startling fashion. Junior Commander Aylen's 
masterly work on the decorations was being continually 
remarked upon. We were particularly pleased to see with us 
members of No. 20 Squadron (Chatham), No. 21 Squadron 
(Brentford) and Captain Anger, together with a large party 
from his detachment in Norwich. 

On the Sunday after the dance twenty fortunates had to 
be up betimes and prepare themselves for H.M. the King's 
review of the T .A. in H yde Park that afternoon. Notwith
standing the night's revelry, they set to in high spirits, as 
witnessed by their marching past the Royal dais in a manner 
which even R.S.M. Staton approved of. 

On Saturday, 6th November, the Warrant Officers' and 
ergeants' Mess held a special evening. We were taken aback 

at the outset by discovering that Sergeant " Jim " Kirby 
had come off the "water wagon." A "whip round" for 
cigarettes for Sergeants Brown and Bowden proved disap
pointingly unproductive. (Sergeant Kirby was somehow 
involved in this event as well). 

We notice that on occasions when Pipe-Major Hill per
forms so ably behind the Canteen Bar, Signalman Hall 
performs equally ably in front of it. Perhaps these two have 
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something in common, but we cannot for the life of us 
think what! 

It is rumoured that Corporal Geddie is endeavouring to 
revive tlie Dramatic Society and produce his version of 
Cleopatra, with Private Milligan in the title role. 

DlllSTOL UNIVERSITY TRAINING C:ORPS, T • .A. 

November 
SIGNAL UNIT. Now we are under the wing of the 

T.A., we find the limelight turned on us in no small 
measure. A visit from Major-General G. W. Symes, C.B., 
M.C., Commander, South-Western District, . and No. 43 
(Wessex) Infantry Division (T.A.), was appreciated by the 
Permanent Staff, who now feel brave enough to peer, 
somewhat coyley, from under their bushel. 

The Annual Dance, which had lapsed since 1944, was 
revived on 6th Novemb~r, and proved a success. Our guests, 
both University and T.A., enjoyed themselves at the 
Victoria Rooms, and welcome indeed were Brigadier W . M . 
Gayer, O.B.E., and, . unexpectedly, Captain (Q.M.) L. G . 
Wardley, Royal Signals, an ex-P.S.I. of this Unit. To those 
West Country readers throughout the world who might 
suffer an attack of nostalgia, I will state that the " Vic" 
Rooms are as ever they were; the old order does not change. 

For the first time in our history we have become an active 
link in the U.T.C. net, and it has given the Signal Cadets 
a tremendous fillip to " get through " to the other Uni
versities on the air . The Scottish 'varsities have evaded us 
as yet, but, as the morse which flows from this station is 

. of the golden variety, we should be through to t hem in due 
course. 

In common with the rest of the country, the T.A. units 
here have held " At H omes," exhibitions and parades, but 
have had more success with recruitin g than most places. 
We have played our part by lending our wireless vehicles, 
sets and "bods" to neighbourin g units (we trust you, but 
sign this 108- please). In doing these good turns old 
acquaintance was renewed with Lieutenan t-Colonel P. G . 
Gambier, Commanding No. 12 A.A. Group (M .) Signal 
Regiment (T.A.), and his R.S.M., " Tommy" Wilding, ~d 
once again memory turned to Rawalpindi and all points 
north-west-heigh ho, halcyon days! Whilst in Old M arket 
Street I found Major M. K eeling, S.S.M. R. H ayer and 
Sergeant V. Platt, of the Armoured Reporting Group Sig
nal Squadron, presiding, with nonchalant ease, over the 
biggest conglomeration of Signal equipment I have seen 
in a long time. Their " At Home " was held in conjunction 
with No. 44 Royal Tank· Regiment (T.A.). All the above
mentioned exiles send regards to old friends. 

MANNA FROM HEAVEN 
Cadet A. Walker receives his first pay, while Cadets Bolingbroke, 

Finney and Norris beam approvingly 
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SIGNAL REPORTING REGIMENT T.A. 
(TUE KENSINGTON llEGIMENT) 

Ham mersmith Road 
November 

When H.M. the King reviewed the Territorial .Army on 
31st Ooctober this Regiment was represented by Corporal 
E. R. Pearce, who paraded with the Eastern Command Army 
Troops Contingent. 'J;he Regiment, however, was responsible 
for running the Provost communications, which entailed 
having two wireless stations in Hyde Park and one at 
Clapham. 

Three members of the Regiment, Corporal E. R. Pearce, 
Corporal E. J. H. Cast and Signalman G. D. Whiti~g, took 
part in the Lord Mayor's Show, the theme of which was 
" The Auxiliary Forces of the Crown." 

The Regiment held its Remembrance Parade on Sunday, 
14th November. The parade consisted of a contingent from 
the Regiment, the 1st County of London Cadet Battalion, 
who are affi.ilated, and the Old Comrades' Association. 
The parade formed up in Kensington Palace Barracks, where 
the Honorary Colonel, General Sir H. Colville B. Wemyss, 
held an inspection. The Regiment then marched to the 
Headquarters in Hammersmith, where the Honorary Colonel 
took the salute. A short Remembrance Service was then held 
in the Drill Hall. Tea was then laid on for all members and 
their families. 

We have concentrated on trade training during the month, 
with a view to holding a trade board in Decem'Qer. 

Recruiting is looking up, and we are glad to welcome the 
following ex-members of the Corps to the Unit: Major D . 
Cocks, Lieutenant K. E. Jones, Signalmen N . M . Ceazar, 
E. Halton, R. H. Pink, F. W. Bryant, A. C. Snell, C. G . T. 
Penfold, A. W. Keene. 

We say " Good-bye " to Major E. R. Nanney-Winn; who 
has been such a help in forming the new Unit, and wish 
him the best of luck in his next appointment with 44th 
(Home Counties) Divisional Signal Regiment, T .A. 

A Seottish Interlude 

I MET quite a lot of Scots in the Arm y,' a lot of Scotch 
also. Many times I promised I would pay a visit over 

the Border and see for myself if all they said were true. 
I've waited a long time since my demob ; now I'm packing 
my kit, tomorrow we leave Yorkshire for a week, so here's 
to good company, happy reunions and tight lines. 

The journey was unevent ful ; tea in Kendal at the Fleece, 
a famous hostelry with its old beams, buxom maids and a 
hearty welcome. Over the tops of the hills, via Shap, Car
lisle, G retna Green, and so we arrived at Ecclefechan. This 
is a place where one can't go wrong, for the simple reason 
there is only one pub and only one Jock Mackesson, the 
landlord. -

I must describe our host: very quiet, always waits to hear 
what you have to say first, like the Sergeant-Major, then 
says his piece. What Jock doesn't know about salmon 
fishing isn' t worth knowing, and his fl ies and tackle are ~t 
every guest's disposal. I think apart from the ~otel bus~
ness Jock thinks of nothing but salmon. His hotel JS 
spotless the food good and service with a smile. 

Unfo'rtunately the Annan is in flood; spinning is the 
only method, and faint hopes of a fish, but at this game 
one is always hoping. There are plenty of fish, one can 
see them jumping as they make their way up river to· the 
spawning grounds, but so far no luck. About three o'clock 
in the afrernoon -I hooked my first salmon. I very nearly 
dropped my rod in my excitement. Bang went 50 yards .of 
line and still more. I held him and gradually reeled m, 
slowly up came the fish · his head came out of the water, 
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had one look at me, and then the line went slack. That was 
the last I saw of him. 

In the meantime, the ladies of our party, paying their 
first visit to Scotland, were having a gay time. They visited 
Bruce's cave, a walk of three miles; any rate that's what they 
were told by some local, but after six miles they caught a 
bus back to the hotel wii:hout seeing Brue.e's cave or the 
spider. They, however, did see the cave later in the week, 
and I believe it was worth their trouble. 

During the next few days we fished fly, every fly in the 
book and others unheard of. There were plenty of sea 
trout about, salmon abounded but not for us. Naturally 
we were after the big game and put everything else back; 
apparently salmon did not care for Yorkshiremen. 

In the meantime, the ladies had departed for Edinburgh; 
they also visited Rabbie Burns's house, the largest fair in 
Scotland and other places of interest. We men on our own 
discussed the Jack of catch until the early hours; we d is
cussed other things also, but it came out of a glass. The 
Doctor quoted "Waddington,'' put it down to the floods; 
our host said if fish were on the move they were very 
rarely caught. Whatever the cause, no fish were caught 
during our stay. 

One of the last things said to us before we left was, 
"Dare to come back without a salmon " ; we daren't. H ow 
to obtain one was another kettle of fish. I have always in 
my wanderings around this world had the knack of making 
friends, friends in all stations of life, from the humblest 
to the highest. Fortunately for us one of my friends owns 
a salmon fishery, and it has been in his family for genera
tions. In fact, records go back several hundred years. 
Sandy McGJasson was only too pleased to supply us with 
whatever we required, so a visit to the loch where the 
fishery was situated was in dicated. Sandy often tells the 
story of the London visitor who visited Annan every year 
and surprised his friends with his prowess at salmon fish
ing. They never knew that Sandy had supplied them and 
even gaffed them in t he right place. 

The nets used in salmon fishing stretch for hundreds of 
yards far out into the Solway ; they are mounted on stakes 
at least 20 feet high. Salmon, sea trout and ..other fish are 
caught in the trap which is in the centre of each net and 
each trap is fished at low tide when it is just low enough 
for a man to go in up to his waist. Sandy estimates that 
to visit every net means a journey of 15 miles. 

T he fishermen are a hardy lot, and they have to be. 
From February to September, with the exception of Su.n 
days, when the traps are open, they fish the traps tw1.ce 
per day. T he time, as one will understand, vanes daily 
owing to the tide; many are the times when there are so 
many salmon in the trap it means more than . one jouri:iey 
.with, say, eight or nine fish. These ~h weigh anything 
from ten to thirty pounds, and are earned by the fisherman 
in a huge net fastened to a stick. The near~st. nets a:e ~t 
lea t half a mile away from headquarters, so 1t JS no pJcmc 
on a dark M arch night with snow on the ground and not 
a light to be seen except across the Firth miles away. 

There are no grumbles amongst the men. They live in 
Sandy's cottages if married; these have bathrooms and elec
tricity and there are more applications than jobs, and they 
do not mind the varying hours of work. From ept~ber 
to February they work on repairing nets and any odd 1ob 
on the farm at the loch. 

We said au revoir to Sandy and his good lady over a 
drink and so we returned home. No fish were caught, but 
who worries? The hotel was good, the eather excellent, 
Scottish hospitality abounding, and we look forward to our 
next vi it in spring. 

So to my old Scottish comrades in arms I ay thank a 
lot. All you told me of your country ~s true. I'll never 
again believe the torie told of the miserable Scotsmen · 
never saw any. HAROLD RAWN LEY. 
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Flnsl1-Back 
0 CE upon a time, about ix<een year ago, there was 

a very mughty Imp. Imp are not always naughty but 
this W3 • a girl-Imp which perhaps account for it. 

Neither the Imp nor her naughtines would have mattered 
if it hadn't been that she st rted playing her pranks just as 
Father hri tmas was preparing for the Signals Chrisonas 
Party at the Signal Training Centre, Catterick. He had 
spent a strenuous evening going through the li t of some 
300 children and sorting out toys for each. Finally the 
job was done and, with a sigh of relief, Father Cbristma 
closed the cupboard where be had put the to)rs, and settled 
down for a nap before ening out for the party. 

While he was asleep, the naughty Imp put h~r head in, 
gave him one of those looks which mean that there's trouble 
brewing for someone and then proceeded to walk off \'llith 
the toys. 

When Father Christmas woke up he boiled himself an 
egg, which turned out to be a dud and then, realising that 
be was going to be late, went to the cupboard to collect his 
toys and found them gone. It was all very upsetting, and 
he was racking his brains to think what to do when who 
hould come in, as bold as brass, but the cause of all the 

trouble. She listened sympathetically to the old man's 
troubles and they both sat down to try and think of a way 
out. 

After they had been thinking for some time the Imp 
pretended to have a brainwave. " It must be magic" she 
said, " Let's go and find Aladdin and see if be c~n do 
anything." 

" It's a long way," protested Father Christmas, " and we 
haven't got much time." 

" Never mind," urged the Imp, who was beginning to 
feel she'd behaved rather badly. "I know a short cut; 
come along." 

She dragged the old gentleman out and they started a 
most tremendous trek across country. They went over moors 
and through woods, and then came to a river. It wasn't a 
very deep river, but the water was running fast and there 
were a lot of nobbly stones. Father Christmas didn't like 
the look of it a bit but the Imp urged him on, and squeezed 
the water out of the bottom of his red coat when they got 
on the other side. 

Then they climbed up a steep hill and at last came to 
an opening between two big rocks, on one of which was a 
note: "Da?ger. ~ig~ Voltage Magic." The Imp pusbd 
~t~~er Christmas ms1de and then ran away, just as Imps 

1'.ather Chri.stmas found himself in a long, dark tunnel 
which ended m a cave in which Aladdin, in a wonderful 
Eastern costume, was practising a little magic in front of a 
large audier:ice of chil~ren. The cave was on a stage, and 
Father Christmas realised that this was the Signals' party 
and that things were getting worse and worse because be 
had arrived there without his toys. 

He ~sked Aladdin whether he could do anything about it. 
Ala~dm thought for a bit, and then said that if Father 
Christmas would just step into a large cabinet for a minute 
he'd ~e what he could do. Father Christmas stepped in and 
Aladdm . promptly made him vanish altogether. 

The_d1sappearance of Father Christmas was too much for 
th~ chil~ren, who protested so loudly that Aladdin h;id to 
brmg him .back again. He then made a b:t more magic, and 
the next tune ~e ?pened the cabinet there were sa-:ks of 
toys ready for distnbution. 

It was great fun, and perhaps it may still be remembere:i 
by a few o~ those who saw the film of the wanderings of 
Fathe~ Chnstmas and the Imp. and the conjuring done by 
Aladdm on t~e stage at the Newbigging Hall. 

Father ~hr1stmas now has a farm in Sussex. Aladdin has 
been a pnsoner of war and is now in the Sudan, and the 
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Imp has been nearly round the world, and h3S a husband 
and an " Imp " of her own to look after. 

'!'he memory which will always remain with the script
wnter and the camera man is the look on the face of a 
tolid orth country policeman at the sight of Fathe~ 
C_hristma~ arri:-ring on "location" in a Sports M.G. with 
his beard flowmg in the wind. 

SPORTS NOTES 

Hockey 

S_everal Corps hockey players have proceeded overseas 
durmg the summer recess, tl\us leaving the Corps team sadly , 
depleted. 

Several trial matches have been held and new blood found 
and \~hen moulded with our experienced players it is hoped 
t~ brmg the Corps side up to its usual high standard. 
Fixtures for the season include six Corps representative 
matches and six with Universities. 
MATCHES PI,AYED 

21s~ September. v. Catterick District. This game was 
m?re m the nature of a trial for the Corps team, as the Dis
~1ct eleven was composed mainly of Signals players. Both 
sides played extremely fast hockey and for a time play was 
even_. Then Signalman Gardner showed the way to goal by 
scoring from the edge of the" D." Half-time came with the 
score 2-1 in our favour. During the interval both sides 
effected certain changes. The Corps side played lively hockey 
throughout the second half, turning out winners by 4-2 
Gardner and Turner being the scorers for our side. ' 

. 27th Sep!emb~. v. Babcock and Wilcox, Renfrew. Royal 
Signals arnved m Renfrew with last year's reputation to live 
up to, as at least one ex-member of the Corps team (now 
P~~y~ng for our opponents) bas spread the ·news of our capa
bilines. ~ur oppone:nts, normally an average side, paid us 
the compliment of mcluding in their side at least three 
internationals (two of .whom participated in the recent 
Olympic Games) from other clubs. 

From the start of the game Signals· more than held their 
own, and mu.ch against the run of the play Babcock's scored, 
the scorer bemg the renowned Scottish international Archie 
Young. Signalm~n ~ardner, who played a storming game 
throu~hout, equalised 1ust before half-time. The second half 
was all Signals, our opponents scoring their goals from 
br~aways, and try as we did, we were unable to penetrate 
their defence, the final result being Babcock's 4 Signals 2 
(scorer for Signals, Signalman Gardner). ' 

Our team was composed as follows: Goal, S.S.M. Tyers; 
backs, S.Q.M.S. Holt, S.Q.M.S. Deegan; halves, Officer
Cadet Mason, R.Q.M.S. Roscoe, Second-Lieutenant Ash
w_orth; forwards, Lie~tenant Murray, Major Evans (captain),. 
Signalman Turner, Signalman Gardner, Lieutenant Brabham. 
. 2nd October. v. Norton, at C.ztterick. The Corps side 
mcluded Lance-Corporal Gibbons at left-back and Major 
<J:regory, of Scottish Command Signals, at centre-forward, 
Signalman Turner replacing Lieutenant Brabham at outside
right .. Our visitors started off strongly and were soon in th~ 
lead with a goal scored by their outside-right. This appeared 
to be all that was required to make Signals wak_ up, and 
froi:i then on the who~e game was dominated by our forwards, 
~a1or Evans and Signalman Gardner being outstanding. 
~1gnalman _Gardner scored three goals before half-time, the 
mterval seemg the score 3-1 in our favour. Signals opened 
the second half attacking their opponents' goal Gardner 
soon finding the net to make the score 4-1. Goals followed 
from the sticks of Lieutenant Murray and Signalman Turner 
the final result being 6-1 in our favour. Mention must ~ 
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made of the performance of Signalman Gardner, whose 
hockey at times was truly brilliant, and in him we hope to 
have a player who should gain fairly high honours in the· 
hockey world. 

Rugby 
Royal Signals T ea.m. On 30th October seven of the team 

were playing in the Final Yorkshire County Trial at Cleck
heaton, but Royal Signals (Catterick) XV beat Percy Park at 
North Shields by 11 points to 3. 

Inter-Corps Representative Match-Royal Signals versus 
Royal Artillery, at Catterick, 3rd November. Our first Inter
Corps fixture was against the Gunners at Catterick on 3rd 
November. Winning the toss, Signals elected to play against 
the strong westerly wind which blew down the Command 
Central Ground towards the Richmond Road. 

After five minutes Signals were penalised for offside on 
the half-way line and Smith landed a fine penalty goal for 
the Gunners. The same player repeated the effort from 
nearly the same place a few minutes later, and the six points 
obtained by these two penalty kicks were all the Gunners 
scored. A magnificent dribble by the Signals forwards which 
ended in Signalman Johnson picking up and touching down, 
and a characteristic burst by Captain T. G. H. Jackson to 
score at the corner, were Signals' scores in the first half, 
and so the teams changed over at six points all. 

With the wind behind them, Signals immediately 
attacked and Second-Lieutenant Gloag scored within a 
minute of the restart. Although Signals were without 
Second-Lieutenant J. Hall (injured) as hooker, Major 
Hammersley did well, and with the threequarters getting a 
fair share of the ball from the scrums and line-outs, scores 
came with the utmost regularity. Sometimes it was a cut 
through by Sergeant Rees, at other times it was N. M. Hall 

or I. S. Gloag, and on one occasion a 40-yard run by Mason 
resulted in a try. One of the most spectacular efforts was a 
remarkable run by Jackson, who, getting the ball at half-way, 
zig-zagged from the right wing across to the left and even
tually scored under the posts, leaving a trail of bodies in 
his wake! 

The Gunners had a fairly good side, including such players 
as Cameron (Scotland), Major Neale (Army), Smith (Army) 
and Captain Penning (Swansea), but they were completely 
outclassed by a better side and the display given by the Corps 
side was outstanding and a grand afternoon's Rugby was 
enjoyed by an appreciative crowd. 

Result: Royal Signals 42 points, Royal Artillery 6 points. 

Royal Signals versus R.E.M.E. This Inter-Corps match, 
arranged for 17th November, bas now been postponed to 
26th January, 1949, at the request of R.E.M.E. 

Army Cup, First Round (played at Catterick 1st 
November). It was unfortunate that two such good teams 
should be drawn as opponents in the first round of the Army 
Cup as No. 1 Training Regiment and the National Service 
Officer Training Wing. There was little to choose between 
the sides except that o. 1 Training Regiment, with Signal
man Mason and Second-Lieutenant N. M. Hall as halves and 
Captain T. G. H. Jackson, Signalman Froggert, Signalman 
Morphy and Signalman Bell in the threequarter ljne, had 
more thrust than their opponents; indeed, the strong running 
of T. G . H. Jackson was a continual anxiety to the O.T.W. 
defence. 

At forward, No. 1 Training Regiment sadly missed the 
hooking of Second-Lieutenant J. Hall, who had been injured 
in the Final Yorkshire County Trial on the previous Satur
day, and the O.T.W. forwards were the better pack, and their 
work in the tight and in the loose nearly won the game for 

The two teams in the representative match-Royal Signals v. Royal Artillery-on 
3rd November. 1948 
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their ide. The O.T.W. threequarter played well and t_heir 
ra kling was ound, and Second-Lieutenant I. S. Gloag's 
d iagonal kicking often worried the No. 1 Training defence. 

Jn the first half Captain T. G . H. Jack on obtained the 
ball at half-way from a pas ing movement, cut inside when 
unable to round the defence and scored under the posts. 

. M. Hall converted . Signalman M orphy (N o. 1 Training 
Regiment) obtained another try and half-time came with No. 
1 Training Regiment leading by 8 points to nil . 

Jn the second half Froggett and Bell scored for No. 1 
Training Regiment and N. M . Hall com·erted both these 
tries. Towards the close N. M. Hall just failed with a 
dropped goal and Gloag dropped a fine penalty goal for the 
O.T.W. The final score wa : No. 1 Training Regiment 
18 point , 0.T.W. 6 points. 

Ro~'al Signals {Catteriek) Water Polo 
and Aquatic Sports 

The swimming season has come to an end-the second 
season of the Royal Signals (Catterick) Swimming Club
and it ha had a fair degree of success. From eight fixtures 
in 194 the number bas grown to 27 in 1948. This is 
largely due to the North-Eastern Water Polo League, to 
whose President, Mr. A. Mothersdale, Secretary, Mr. J . 
Cuthbert, and committee, we are very grateful for accepting 
Royal Signals (Catterick) into the League. · 

Owing to the lack of diving facilities and to the small 
swimming accommodation, aquatic activity bas again centred 
round water polo. There have been five matches at Corps 
level, 16 matches in the N.E.W.P. League and two friend
lie , against Harrogate A.S.C. and Middlesbrough A.S.C. 
Jn addition, we have had four mixed meetings, namely, swim
ming, diving and water polo, against the S.M.E., of Ripon, 
and against Ripon A.S.C. These latter four fiXtures enabled 
14 people other than those in the "A " team, to take part. 

Difficulry in obtaining swimmers has been experienced all 
through the season. 1 Training Regiment, Royal Signals, 
were the most forthcoming in swimmers, in fact at the end 
of the season everyone in the " A " water polo team, except 
the captain, was in 1 T.R. The School of Signals provided 
nearly as many individuals, but their .general standard not 
being as high as that of 1 T.R., they formed the ~ulk of 

Royal Signals (Catterick ) Water Polo " A " team, September, 1948 
Standine : Captain J. K. V. Lee ( president). Back rew: Corporal Allen, 
Lance.Corporal Neilson, Signali;nan Evans. Lance-Corporal Peacock, Ca pta in 
R. H. Maxfield . Front row : S1enalman Vall et, Siena Iman Ph illips Sienalman 

Wait, Major G. S. W aterman ' 

the "B" polo team. Of the remaining Flag-wagger Units 
in the camp, 2, 3 and 4 Training Regiments and 7 Selec
tion Regiment, Royal Signals, provided a few good aquati
tions, but it is hoped that next year they will bring forth 
their good material in greater quantity. We were fortunate 
in these times of transport difficulties to have in Catterick 
most of the Signals Units. 5 Training Regiment, Royal 
Signals, now at Barnard Castle, were not able to produce 
players; however, we want to see them next year. 

Although the accommodation at Sande$ Soldier's Home 
Baths is very limited for a camp of the size of Catterick, 
the Corps team were alloted three three-quarter hour periods 
per week by the warden. We used these periods for polo 
practice gam-es on Mondays and Thursdays and for swim
ming practice on T uesdays. R.S .M. Smith, from 8 R.T.R., 
was a great help and never failed to referee for us and to 
use his whistle to good advantage when we asked him. On 
swimming evenings people swam two lengths ( 40 yards) 
free-style, back, butterfly or breast-stroke, improving their 
times week by week. We were honoured and very pleased 
to have M ajor Glen S. Waterman, of the United States 
Signal Corps, as captain of the " A " team . T he Major 
used to swim for Californ ia. H e was appointed captain of 
the Flag-waggers' "A " team by common consent, and his 
enthusiasm, hard work, knowledge and ideas were of great 
value to us. 

Towards the start of the season, M r. J. Cuthbert, the 
ecretary of the N .E.W.P. League, was really useful to us 

in that he came over on three occasions from Stockton to 
coach the teams. 

Once the water polo had got going, as it were, the League 
games came quite often, and provided · as good practice for 
our Corps fixtures as we could wish. 

Jn June we went down to Aldershot and played the 
following matches : -

Royal Aircraft Establishment, Farnborough 
R .A.M.C. 
Southern Command Trial T eam 
Aldershot Di trict 
R.M.A., Sandhur t 

Won 

L~~t 
Won 

4-1 
.S-2 
2-9 
.S-3 
6-2 

On each night the team was picked from : Major G . S. 
Waterman (captain) (attached School of Signals) ; Captain 
R. H. Maxfield, Royal Signals (No. 1 Training Regiment) · 
Captain P. Ashlin, Royal Signals (N .S.O.T.W., School of 
Signals); Second-Lieutenant G. Edwards, Royal Signals 
(N.S.0 .T.W., School of Signals); Corporal Allen (All Arms 
W~g, School of Si~nals); Corporal McAvoy (Royal Signals 
Wmg, School of Signals); Lance-Corporal Neilson, Lance
Corporal Peacock, Signalman Wait, Signalman Johnson (No. 
1 Training Regiment) ; Signalman Canale (No. 4 Training 
Regiment). 

We were accommodated at the R.A.M.C. Depot, Crook
ham, and played all the games in the Aldershot Command 
Baths. Lance-Corporal Neilson and Signalman Wait played 
exceptionally well; Second-Lieutenant Edwards, as centre
half, was outstanding in attack and defence; and Signalman 
Ca~le moved up an;t down the bath at amazing speed, 
getting the ball mvanably, although his ball handling was 
weak. Captain Maxfield's cannon-ball shots at goal were a 
pleasure to watch. Major Glen Waterman played in the 
last three matches. He is an outstandingly fine swimmer and 
an offensive player who is an asset to any strong team. 
Corporal Allen, on the right wing, played ·a steady game 
throughout the tour and provided a number of thrills for the 
Spectators with his powerful right-arm shots. 

Owing to the floating population of the Signals Units in 
~he camp, the compo ition of the team changed appreciably 
m J uly. I t turned out that this was for the better since we 
got more fast swimmers, and polo players with better staying 
power. 

Our thanks are due first ly to Brigadier F. S. Straight, 
O.B.E., M .C., who has recently retired, and to Brigadier W. C. 
V. Galwey, O.B.E., M.C., who is now President of the Royal 
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Signals (Catterick) Sports Club; then to the Secretary and 
Financial Secretaries, and to Mr. C. A. Travers, the Warden 
of Sandes' Soldiers' Home, for his co-operation; and last, but 
not least, to Lieutenant-Colon~! P. J. GO?deve-Docker and 
Captain R.H. M axfield for their co-operation over tra~sport. 

We finished the season with some tough matches m the 
N.E.W.P. League. T he results are given below. 

RESULTS 
1. North-Eastern Water Polo League matches: 

Dute 
May S 
May 10 
May 19 
May 28 
June 2 
June 7 
June i6 
July 6 
July 19 
Aug. 9 
Aug. 18 
Aug . 25 
Aug. 26 
Oct. 6 
Oct. 13 
Oct. 14 

R. Signals Home 
(Catterick) or 

"A" Away Opponents 
H Stockton <n 
A Synthonia 
H Darlington 
A Furness 
H Hartlepool 
A Middlesbrough B 
H Stockton (C) 
A Darlingron 
A Middlesbrough A 
A Hartlepool 
H Furness 
H Synthonia 
A Stockton <n 
H Middlesbrough B 
H Middlesbrough A 
A Stockton (C) 

Water polo 
Lost 2-4 
Lost 3-4 
Won .S-3 
Won 8--0 
Won 15-3 
Lost 2-9 
Lost 5-11 
Won 6-2 
Lost 0-11 
Won 9-3 
Won 9-2 
\Von 10-2 
Lost 1--4 
Won 7-5 
Lost 2-9 
Lost 2-10 

Relay Race 
Lost 
Won 
Won 
Won 

Lost 
Won 
Won 
Lost 

Won 
Won 
Lost 
Won 
Won 
Won 

2. Swimming, D iving and Water Polo fixtures: 

Date 
June 30 
July 26 
July 28 
Sept. I 

R. Signals Home 
(Catterick) or 

" B " Away Opponents 
A S .M.E., Ripon 
A A.S.C., Ripon 
H S.M.E., Ripon 
H A.S.C., Ripon 

Feot!iug 

Water polo 
Lost 2-5 

Won 
Lot 

9-4 
·1-5 

Swimming 
and 

Diving 
Lost 

Won 

Royal Signals Fencing Club v. Edinburgh University 
Fencing Club 

The match which was held in Edinburgh at the Fencing 
Salle of the Pollock Institute of Physical Education, at 
1430 hrs. on Saturday, 23rd October, resulted in a Royal 
Signals victory. The keenly c<?ntested match ~as won b~ 
16 wins against 11 defeats. Details of results are given below . 
Foil .-Royal Signals win with S wins, 4 defeats. 

Captain E. J. Beale-3 wins, 0 defea ts . 
Major M . A. Lloyd-I win, 2 d efeats. 
L ieuten ant L. W . P rescot-1 win, 2 defeats. 

Epee.-Royal Signals w in wi th 5 .wins, 4 defea ts. 
Lieutenant L. \Yl. Prescot-3 w ins, 0 defeats. 
M ajor R. B. R idley-M ar ti n- I win , 2 defeats. 
M ajor M . A . Lloyd-I win, 2 defeats. 

Sabre.-Royal S ignals win wi th 6 wins, 3 defeats. 
M ajor R . B. Ridley-Martin-3 wins, 0 defeats. 
Lieutenant L. \'{I . Prescot- 1 win, 2 defea ts. 
Cap tain E. J . Beale-2 wins, I defeat. 

Royal Signals Fencing Club v. Durham University 
Fencing Club 

The match was held in the Marne Lines Gymnasium at 
Catterick Camp on 16th October, 1948. 

The team to represent the Corps ~n th~s ~ccasion was 
drawn from members serving in Cattenck D.istn~t only, 3?d 
they did well in a hard-fought match to wm with 17 wms 
and 10 defeats. 

Results in each weapon were: 
Foil.--Captain E. J. Benle-3 wins, ~ defe ats. 

Lieutenant L. \VI . Prescot--0 wins, 3 defea ts. 
M ajor M . A. Lloyd-I w in, 2 defeats. 

Ep~e.-Licutenant L. \'ll. Prcsc~t-3 wins, 0 defeats. 
M ajor M . A. Lloyd- 2 win, I defeat. 
Captain E. J. Beale-3 wins, 0 . defea ts. 

Sabre.- L ieutenant L . W. P rescot-2 wins, I defeat. 
Captain E. J. Beale-2 wi!"s, 1 defeat. 
M ajor M. A. )'...Loyd- I win, 2 defeat>. 

Royal Signals Fencing Club v. Portsmouth Command 
(Royal Navy) 

T his match was held at the Royal Naval Barracks, Ports
mouth, at 1430 hrs. Friday, 5th November, 1948. The Royal 
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Signals did well to win a very close conte!>t by 15 wim to 
12 defeats .. 
Foil.-Royal Signals lo.t 3 win>, 6 defeats. 

Captain E. J. Beale-2 win1, I defeat. 
Captain D. L. Herminster-1 win, 2 defeats. 
Captain T. G. M . Jackson--0 wins, 3 defeah. 

E~c .-Royal Signals won 6 wins, 3 .defeats. 
Captain T. G . M . Jackson-2 wins, 1 defeat. 

Major R. B. Ridley-Martin-2 wim, I defeat . 
Captain E. J. Beale-2 wins, I defeat. 

Sabre.-Royal Signals won 6 wim, 3 defeats. 
Major R. B. Ridlcy-Manin-2 wins, I defeat. 

Captain T. G. M. Jackson-3 wins, 0 defeat•. 
Captain E. J. Beale-I y,fo, 2 defears. 

RESULTS CORPS CRICKET MATCHES, 1948 

Residt 
Royal Signals v. R.E. Drawn 
Royal Signals v. R.A.O.C. Won 
Royal Signals v. R.A.C. · Drawn 
Royal Signals v. Yorkshire Gentlemen Won 
Royal Signals v . R.E.M.E. Won 
Royal Signals v . R.A.S.C. Won 
Royal Signals v. R.A.P.C. Drawn 
Royal Signals v. Cryptics Won 

It is evident from the results of the Corps 1948 cricket 
matches set out above that the post-war record of the Corps 
is still intact-the Corps team has not lost a cricket match 
since 1945. However, what will not be evident to the 
majority of readers is how that record has been attained. 
T he success of the team was due mainly to the keen team 
spirit which was fostered among members of the team both 
on and off the field, and this itself was largely due to the 
untiring efforts of Ken Evans, the team captain, in coaching 
players at the nets and finding new talent througho1:1t the 
winter. His loss will no doubt be felt next year as he is due 
for service overseas. 

The team was fortunate in having the services of several 
players who had played for the Corps in 1947. Among them 
were three relisble batsmen, Messrs. Normans, Porter and 
Hall; the latter is also the Corps stand-off half in the Rugby 
team. Another Corps Rugby player ,who was always a 
pleasure to watch in the field was Glynn Davies, who has 
now been demobilised. Stewart Squires, the team's expert 
slow left-arm leg-break bowler, has also gone; his bow!-llg 
was one of the highlights of the team and was on oc~sio~s 
of first-class standard. We wish him the best of luck m his 
debut in Yorkshire cricket next season. The team was a 
young side and nowhere was this more noti~ble than in the 
fielding. If the batting was shaky at tunes and. often 
depe.nded on Porter and Evans, ~s was not the case with the 
fielding; it was here more than m any ?ther department of 
the game that Signals really outshone tberr opponents. ~en 
the team was on its day, the bowling was accurate a_nd hostil:, 
the field attacking, and not a run was conceded; It was t~1s 
that gave· us our victories, and particularly the excellent ~n 
over R.A.S.C. at Aldershot. It was in this match th~t Ma.1or 
B. R. M. Hayles, the Corps wicketkeeper, accepted a lightru~g 
stumping chance to consolidate the vici;ory, and Cap~am 
G omm, probably the team's most ~ttracuve batsma_n, hit a 
glorious 87, which included four 6s, and gave Signals a 
winning total. 

The other match which comes to mind as one of the best 
of the season was played against R.A.C. at Bovington, Dorset, 
in which R.A.C. narrowly avoided defeat when stumps were 
drawn. Again Signals fielded well and a grand century by 
Evans in conjunction with Porter took the score from 60_ to 
150 and put Signals on the attack. Next year the following 
players should be available: N. Hal-1, J. Hall, Pocock, Hayles, 
Gomm, Porter Law and Mason. 

The team will however, need urgently a really ~ood slow 
leg-break bowler and some good batsmen. All those mterested 
in playing should send their names and details of pl_ay to 
Captain G. D . M. Pocock, Hon. Secretary, R<?yal Signal 
C.C., 4 Squadron, 4 Training Regiment, Royal Signals, Gaza 
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Line Catterick Camp, Yorks. A good fixture Ii t has been 
arranged, including a match with RA. for the first time since 
tbe war. 

hooting, HHO 

INETEEN FORTY-EIGHT represents a milestone in 
the hi tory of the Corps as it was the first year in which 

the Corp entered a team for the Army Rifle Association 
c:ntral n:ieeting ~t Eisley. It is hoped that from this begin
rung an mteresr m full bore a ' well as mall bore rifle shoot
ing will be fo tered and that in future all Units particularly 
th e at home and in B.A.O.R, will send repre entative or 
team to the A.R.A. meetings. In addition, there are several 
"non-central " competitions which Units may enter and .fire 
for on their own local ranges. Details of " central " and 
"non-central " competitions are given in the A.RA. Hand
book, copies of which are sent direct to Unit or may be 
obtained from the Secretary, A.RA., Room 98 Horse Guards 
Whitehall, London, S.W.1. - ' 
~s a preliminary to the. A.RA. Central Meeting, it was 

deoded to hold a Corps RJfle Meetin<> at Catterick in May 
1948 at which officers and O.Rs from "'Home Commands and 
B.A.O.R were given the opportunity to practice the various 
A.RA. competitions. 

The meeting was held on Bellerby Ranges from 18th to 
22nd May, 1948. The weather on the whole was favourable 
and thanks .to the excellent arrangements made by H.Q., 
School of Signals, and the hard work of the butt parties 
provided by various Training Regiments the practice shoot 
was very ~~joyable and successful. As a ;.esult, a Corps team 
was prov1s10nally selected to compete at Bisley. 

The A.RA. Central Meeting was held at Bi ley from 28th 
J~e to 3rd July, 1948. The principal competitions with 
which the · Corps were concerned were: 

(a) The Army Championship (Individual Shoot). 
(b) The Methuen Cup (Team Shoot). 

. In addition, some officers and other ranks entered for other 
nfle an~ _Pistol comP<:titions, but no one entered for L.M.G. 
competitions. It is hoped to rectify this in future years. 

!he weather at Bisley was not very good, the first four days 
bemg very cold and windy. Apart from that however the 
meeti_ng was. very pleasant, although many ol the ame~ities 
associated with pre-war meetings were lacking. This was 
due to general post-war austerity conditions and the increased 
costs which the A.RA. has to meet. 

The Army Championship included three competitions. 
~be Roupell Cup and the Roberts Cup competitions com
brned t? form the First Stage. From the First Stage, those 
competitors whose aggregate scores placed them in the first 
hundred were qualified to shoot for the Second Stage ·the 
Army Hundred Cup. · ' 

. The. Corps entered 16 competitors for the Army Cham
p1on~hip, the total "field" being over 600. Of the 16, three 
qualified to shoot for the Army Hundred Cup. The detailed 
scores were as follows : 

.. "arne 
Lieutenant J. Greenway 

2 Training Regiment 
Major H . J. Thompson 

H.Q. School of Signals 
Maior G . A. Dutton 

H.Q. Eastern Command 
R.S.M. J. Howley 

2 Training Regiment 
Lance-Corporal A. Peters 

3 Training Regiment 
Captain A. G . Hay tcad 
H~over District Signal Squadron 

Captain H. R. Jordan 
7 Selection Regiment 

S S . .\1. J. Crosby 
Ea. ~em Command, Signal Regiment 

Captain D . S. A. Hutley 
Royal Signal' 0.C.T.U. 

Major R. C . .Kendall-Baron 
Method of lmtruction Team 

Sergeant B. E. Clerk 
2 Training Regiment 

Sergeant • • Smith 
2 Training Regiment 
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Placing 
Army in Army 

Roupcll Roberts Hundred Hundred 

113 

114 

104 

IOS 

105 

101 

106 

96 

91 

97 

90 

88 

103 

108 

100 

96 

93 

93 

76 

85 

83 

65 

62 

SS 

161 20 

152 38 

144 S3 

S.S.M. D . G . p pleton 
Eastern Command. S ignal Regi ment 104 3S 

Signalman R. G. Minton 
School of Signals 93 42 

Signalma n G. T . icholson 
I Training R egiment 9 1 38 

Corporal G. Oliver 
Western Command, Signnl Regiment 77 8 

Lieutenant Greenway and Major Thompson were selected 
to shoot for the Army F ifty T eam in the Regular and Terri
torial Armies Cup tluring the National Rifle Association 
meeting at Bisley on 6th July, 1948. 

In the competition for the N .RA. Silver Medal and the 
Bisley Cup, shot under N .RA. conditions on the last day of 
the A.RA. meeting, M ajor Thomp on had a very good shoot 
~nd would have ended up only three points behind the winner 
1f he had not had the misfortune to put a " bull " on the 
wrong target. 

The Corps Team for the M ethuen Cup was finally decided 
after the Army Championship had been shot. It consisted of : 

. L ieutenant J. G_reenw:iy, Major H . J . T hompson, Major G . A. 
Dutton (Team Cap131n), R.S.M. J. Howley, Lance-Corporal A. Peters, 
Captam A . G. ,Haystead, Captain H. R . Jordan, Captain D. S. A. H utley, 
Maior R. C. Kendall-Baron (Rese rve). 

It bad b::en hoped to publish a photograph of the team 
but. unfortunately owing to production delays, it is not ye~ 
available. 

Twenty-eight teams from the three Services entered for 
the Methuen Cup; th Corps team was placed nineteenth. 
This is by no means a discouraging start. The detailed 
results were : 
Placing T~am Score 

I H .M.S . Excellent 1,277 
2 Royal A'la rines, P lr mouth 1, 269 
3 R.A .F . Bomber Comma nd 1,266 
4 H .M. S. Pembroke 1,262 
5 H.M .S. D rake I 250 
6 English Regiment 1 ;248 
7 R.A. F. Flying T raining Command 1,24 1 

R .A. F. Fighter Command 1,237 
9 R .A.F. Technical Command 1,231 

10 Schoo! of Infantry WI. Weapons Wing) 1,230 
I 1 Experimen tal Establish ment Pendine 1,230 
12 R .A.F . Transport Command 1,227 
13 R .A.F . Maintenance Com mand 1,224 
14 Royal M arine , Portsmouth 1, 21 8 
15 R.E .M.E. 1,21 6 
16 Irish Regiments 1,208 
17 R .A.O.C. 1,206 
18 Royal Mari ne, Chatha m 1,185 
19 Royal Signals 1,165 
20 Green J acket 
21 R .A.F . Coa tal Command 1

•
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22 Brigade of Gua rds l , l 40 
1, 129 

23 Royal Engi neers 1,123 
24 H.M .S. Victory 1,120 
25 R .M .A. Sand hur t 1,106 
26 Scottish Rcgi ments 1,089 
27 R.A .C. 1,088 
28 R .A.S.C. J,032 

For 19~9 ~t has be~n decided that a Corps Shooting Team 
from Uruts m Cattenck will be raised and trained under the 
~ptaincy of Major H. J. Thompson. This should not 
discourage oth~~ Units a_nd individuals from entering the 
A.R~. compet1t1?ns at B1sley as, based upon their showing 
at B1sley, they will have a chance of being included in the 
Corps team. 

The. A.RA. Committee has under review the question of 
am~ndrng the rules to allow African, Gurkha and locally 
enlisted personnel to take part in A.RA. competitions. This 
has not yet been decided, but it is an important consideration 

. for most overseas Signal Units. 
One final word concerning the A.RA. The Association 

was. run at a loss of £630 in 1948. At a recent committee 
meeth:g it was decided to balance the Association budget 
not by in~reasing subscriptions, but by: ' 

(a) Askmg C.O.s to encourage all Regular officers to join. 
(b) Making a free issue of the A.RA. Handbook to 

0

Units 
?nl~ ~on a basis of ei~ht books per Unit) and charging 
md1v1duals who require the handbook the cost price of 
3s. 6d. per copy. 

All Regulars in the Corps, both officers and other ranks, 
should therefore please note that the A.RA. requires their 
support if it is to continue to fulfil its task of encouraging 
shooting in the Army. 
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fjll tlie 

B-Bay B~aclies 

WE were be.ng withdrawn back to the very beaches we 
had landed on on D-Day six months previously, and 

we hoped to be left there in peace over Christmas. 
Man~of the inhabitants remembered us individually as 

the Invasion Army which fought its way ashore that 
memorable sunny day in June. . 

Things . had not gone too well for the dwellers on the 
Normandy Coast, food was scarce, clothing at a premium, 
no gas or electricity, no transport, many of the children 
barefoot, and, generally speaking, life was at a very low 
ebb. 

At an All-Ranks parade I asked for a vote as to whether 
we could and should do something to entertain the children 
for Christmas. By a unanimous vote it was agreed we should 
do something in the way of a party. A small reserve was 
to be created by scaling down rations daily for a fortnight, 
and all ranks gave up their chocolate ration for the two 
weeks. 

Events once inaugurated moved quickly. A huge Christ
mas tree was cut and brought in . The dining-room . of the 
Grand Hotel (which, by the way, had suffered pretty badly 
from the Naval bombardment on D-Day) was transformed 
with evergreens, holly and mistletoe. Paper chains and 
decorations were made from milk tins and other wrappings. 
The drivers' spare lamp bulbs were coloured and festooned 
over the tree, cotton wool from· the M.0. provided the snow 
and tinsel trimmings cut from tinfoil. 

At last the great day arrived and 250 children-from 
b3bies in arms to an age-limit of 13 years-passed into our 
billets. 

An out.fit for Father Christmas was unprocurable, so a 
huge Nazi flag was turned inside out and provided the red 
cloak and hood, cotton wool the beard, and rubber gum 
boots the mocassins. Lieutenant Peter Galbraith; six feet 
tall and proportionately well-built, filled the bill admirably. 
With his fluent French he greeted each little visitor per
sonally. It was just a gasp of excitement as they viewed 
the long tables running the length of the hall, each place 
set with two bars of chocolate, meat-filled sandwiches, cakes 
made by our cooks from our ration savings and who had 
worked continuously for 24 hours over mud-made field 
ovens, together with tea and lemonade. There had been 
no Christmas celebrations whatever during the period of 
the occupation, and this was the first sight of an entertain
ment for the majority of the children. It was a sheer delight 
to see the children's faces; they were delirious with joy and 
happiness. Grace was said by Father Christmas and tea 
tackled in earnest. . 

Every single child held a little reserve of food of some 
sort, and jerseys, blouses and shirrs bulged to an alarming 
extent as tit-bits were carefully stored away for absent 
brothers, sisters and parents. 

With the aid of sacking and a head made from an 
ammunition box, a property horse was made and "manned" 
by the Company Clerk and Draughtsman. Duly introduced 
as the " Mad Horse of Bayeaux,'' it galloped the length 
of the hall. Never have I beard such laughter; they just 
shreiked as the horse pranced, danced, and then gave the 
tiny tots rides. 

A mobile Field Cinema then came in and showed two 
Mickey Mouse films. Here again scarcely any of the children 
had seen a film or even heard of Mickey Mouse, and these 
we had to show a second time. 

Time was flying. Soon the Schoolma ter drew a elected 
few round the shell-battered piano and, as a very great 
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surprise to us all, sang " God Save the K ing " in English. 
I t was amazing to see how my men responded in the way 

they looked after the children. They were all Combined 
Operation Troops, under 25 years of age, and " case
hardened " in Commando Training of the toughest battle
schools. They had trained and lived for the one job-the 
" Invasion of the Continent." Tough as they were, there 
was more than a suspicion of a damp eye as the children 
tried to thank us before leaving. 

As each child left it was given a sealed personal envelope 
with a· IO-franc note in it by Father Christmas. Just what 
all the sweet little confidences were that were whispered 
in Father Christmas's ear as he kissed each one "Good
night" he alone knows. 

I don't think I shall ever know a happier Christmas than 
that in Normandy, 1944. 

SIGNALS ASSOCIATION 

Branch Notes 

CITY OF LONDON SIGNALS OLD COMRADES' 
ASSOCIATION 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING, 21st OCTOBER, 1948 
Brigadier A. C. Willway, c.B.E., T.D., J.P., took the chair 

at the Annual General Meeting on the Association held by 
kind permission of the O.C. 56 (L) Armoured Division 
Signal Regiment, T.A., in the Canteen at Signal House, 
Atkins Road, Clapham Park, S.W.12. Unfortunately only 
about twenty members were able to be present, but the 
business of the meeting was conducted satisfactorily. 

At the conclusion of the meeting Brigadier Willway spoke 
briefly of the improvement in relations between the Old 
Comrades' Association and the present Regiment which had 
taken place since the accession to command of Lieutenant
Colonel T. E. Dobson. 

Lieutenant-Colonel T. E. Dobson, who succeeded to the 
command of City of London Signals in July of this year, 
said that he was highly honoured to have the privilege 
of attending at a meeting of the Old Comrades' Association. 
He welcomed them and would always welcome them. He 
felt that to have a successful Old Comrades' Association was 
a sine qua non for a successful Territorial Army Regiment. 
He placed one task upon the Association, and that was 
the bringing in of the right type of recruit for the living 
T.A. Regiment. 

If the volunteer T.A. member of the Regiment imbued 
with the old-time spirit so exemplified by the conduct of 
the Old Comrades in peace and war did not permeate the 
Regiment now, the T.A. spirit ran risk of b::ing swamped 
when next year they had an influ.'\'. of the National Service 
men. 

He gave an open invitation to members of the 0.C.A. to 
attend on drill nights and the Friday night social gather
ings in the Drill Hall. 

The question of holding O.C.A. danc. wa di cussed 
during the meeting, and it wa decided that the O.C.A. 
would not organise dances. It wa suggested that members 
of the O.C.A. who were so inclined could well attend the 
Regimental dances which were now held in the Drill Hall 
fairly frequently. 

The fol!owing officers of the A sociation were elected 
or re-elected: -President, Brigadier A. C. C. Willway, 
c.B.E., T.D., J.P.; Chairman, Mr. B. Collins; Vice-Chairman, 
Lieutenant-Colonel H. R Firth; Hon. Secretary Mr. S. A. 
Davies; Hon. Treasurer, Mr. D. trike; Committ e Mr. 
G. Crawshaw, Mr. G. larke Mr. W. Lamb. 
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, 'bt-ffit>ld and Dlstrlet 

The October meeting of thi Branch was held at th~ 
Deg Qub Collegiate Crescent, Sheffield, and took the ~orm 
of cial event and dance, preceded by a short busmess 
meeting. · 

The whole event was mo t successful; the attendance was 
upward of 50. Mr . G. E. Stone looked after the refr~h
ment department most admirably, and we are all lookmg 
forward to the next meeting with joyou anticipation. For 
the next few months we are meeting at the Dega Club, as 
usual on the fourth Wednesday-not repeat NO:r, the 
la t Wednesda -in the month, an there is still room for 
new member. 

The present scribe though personally omewhat cyni~ 
about such matters is pleased to record that the Branch 1s 
not immune from the attentions of Cupid, who has appar
ently transfixed Miss M. Jervis (late of the A.T.S. ~ignals) 
and Mr. G. Dixon with his fatal arrow. The weddmg day 
was 15th November, and the best wishes of all Branch 
memb will be with Mr. and Mrs. Dixon in their married 
tate. 

JONAH 
earhorough 

November 
The Branch held its monthly meeting on Tuesday, 2nd 

November. New members were welcomed by the Chairman, 
Captain N. Hunt, and we were pleased to h~ve as visitors 
Lieutenmt-Colonel R. M. Adams, Royal Signals, Officer 
Commanding Burniston Barracks, and his Second-in-Com
mand, Major A. H. Costen, Royal Signals. It is hoped that 
with the co-operation of the lads and lassies at the Barracks 
and members of this Branch that the winter will produce 
some social events worth recording-so here's hoping. 
Latest members of the Branch are Lieutenant-Colonel S. 
Go:!dard (" Sani "), e:.x-Sergeant H. A. Fraser ("Tam"), of 
Aldershot and Egypt Signals fame, ex-Sergea~t J. Hum
phreys, transferred from London, and his memsahib, ex
Private Humphreys, A.T.S. 

Major Mansfield and Mr. F. J. Kelly, our Honorary 
ecretary, were recently in London, and were seen snooping 

around H.Q. presumably for any surplus stores or free gifts. 
However, the General Secretary, Colonel Roberts, and staff 
welcomed our visitors and for the next 45 minutes one could 
hear murmurs of " Kohat, Pindi, Abbassia," etc. 

Our weekly Whist Drives at the Rhul Cafe on Fridays are 
again in full swing, and we extend a hearty welcome to the 
lads and lassies at the Barracks to come and "have a go." 

By the way, we have in Scarborough a Motor Cycle 
Club, which was formed by an ex-Signals D.R. and appro
priately called the " Mercury M~tor Cycle Club." Trials 
and scrambles are held from time to time, and we have some 
keen riders in the Branch, headed by Don Cooper. Rumour 
has it that Ted Whittaker, ex-D.R., is busy assembling a 
hush-hush machine ready for next season. 

The Branch was represented at the local Armistice 
Parade, Jim Newman being conspicuous by his absence. 
The Warrant Officers and Sergeants from Burniston Bar
racks invited members of the Branch to their Mess for d 

"chota peg" and a grip. Chief grippers were " Paddy" 
Ryan and "Ping-Pong" Picton, with McDonald sahib 
listening spellbound to old soldiers' tales. 

Jews' Mail. Salaams to Major P. A. Harding, Captain 
(" hoey ") Pummell and all ex-5th Div-ites, from Major 
A. G. Hales, R.A.0.C., ex-Royal Signals. 

Salaams to all ex-9th and 6th Indian Div-ites from Tim 
Kelly. 

Conclusion. Committee meetings take place every Tuesday 
night in the Salisbury Hotel. Business, 8 p.m. to 8.30 p.m. 
Gripping from 8.30 p.m. to 10 p.m. If any member or 
ex-member of the Corps cares to pop along at 8.30 p.m. 
they will receive a hearty welcome. 

Be with you again next month. Vic ACK 

lllrmlugham 
November 

I distinctly remember making a few notes at the meeting 
on 28th October. A great pity that I neglected to make 
a note of what I did with them. One thing I do know is 
that the winter season is bringing a sharp rise in the number 
of members attending the monthly meeting. Bri~adier E. ~
James, O.B.E., T.D., our Branch President, was with us agam 
and took the chair at the committee meeting. There .was 
not a great deal of business and you may be glad to know 
that the Branch i ticking over nicely. Mr. Carl Brown 
told us about a couple of interesting cases of assistance. 
We are glad to know that these unfortunate affairs are in 
such capable hands. The welfare side of our Signals Asso
ciation is still a very real and important business, to us 
at any rate. Some misguided people may :ush into ~he 
newspaper columns with their pet ideas for domg away w1th 
this that and the other now that the State takes a hand, 
but 'we will not araue the matter here. The Signals Benevo
lent Fund is by ~o means redundant. The need for it is 
as 1rreat as ever. Many a fire has been put eut with a 
bucket of water before the arrival of the Fire Brigade. If 
you see what I mean, which I doubt. 

There are times when I begin to wonder if I know myself. 
It just shows whcit a small world it is. . . . . . 

In these days and nights of warm, drizzlmg rau:i, lt 1s 
not easy to get oneself into the right frame of mind for 
issuing Christmas greetings. However, with the aid of a 
few cards depicting six feet of snow on a thatched cottage, 
some despondent carol singers with adenoids and lamps 
hurricane I can just bring myself to the subject of a merry 
Christma~. I feel sure that all 931 members of the Birming- . 
ham Branch will wish me to send you their h~rty greetings 
for Christmas and the New Year. On we go full of 
optimism. What is there without that? Next year a little 
better than last year, and so on. Like the penny points 
pool it doesn't always come off. But we <:an hope. That's 
it, hope. And some fathead will say, "What a hope." 

Take my advice and come to the Crown Hotel, Broad 
Street, on the last Thursday in the month at about 8 o'clock. 
If you have any troubles you will be able to share them, or 
forget them, just as you like. If you have no troubles you 
can come just for the hell of it. I'll look out for you. 

Late News. The annual Armistice Ball at Cateswell 
House, on 12th November, was the inevitable success. 
Dance Band by the South Staffordshire Regiment, from 
Lichfield. Bar and refreshments by Ralph Edwards. Enter
prises under the command of Mrs. Palmer, from the Old 
Bull Inn, Wootten Wawen. The hall was · filled with old 
friends, and this annual ball is certainly a grand oppor
tunity to meet everyone you ever cared about . . The ladies 
took advantage of the occasion to produce a beauty show 
of wonderful evening frocks. What it pity it is that men 
must stick to black and white. How different from jungle 
bird life. Captain Evans and his sub-committee were 
responsible for the arrangements, which ensured that this 
annual function was once again a big success. Winning 
raffle numbers were drawn out of the bat by Miss Sally Iron
monger. In spite of a11 bribes and promises, she declined 
to produce for me even one little bottle of whisky. 

Let me know if there is anything I have forgotten to tell 
you. Now I will go and borrow a typewriter. 

BARLEUX 
Bristol and District 

November 
It is with fear and trepidation in my heart that I take 

up pen to my new duties. Alas and alack! A sorry tale 
of bulk resignations. We have, unfortunately, lost our Chair
man, Vice-Chairman and two committee members, all due 
to business moves. However, every cloud has a s ... , or 
have you heard that one. 

Firstly, our Chairman, Captain D. G. Hamlin ("Ham" 
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to the boys), is leaving Bristol and has had to relinquish 
the gavel. He will be missed ~y all the branch, old 8 A.A. 
boys, as well as newcomers, hke myself. Best of luck to 
you, "Ham." . . 

Major J. S. Hill has had to resign fr?m the y1ce-Chall:
manship due to business reasons, and ".11111 be missed by his 
12 A.A. associates at our monthly meetmgs. 

Next our very able A.T.S. committee member, Miss 
E. V. Stone, has already left Bristol for the city of colleges 
and bikes·-Cambridge. (Lucky Cambridge! Have one for 
me at the " Baron," Liz.) 

Our final item of bad news is by no means the least. 
You have read (and probably chuckled over) the notes sent 
in under the initials D.P.J.H. I wonder how many of our 
readers will remember Major D. P. J. Holbrook, late of 
1 Command Signals and T. L. of C. Signals, India. ~e 
informs me that 8th December will find him aboard ship 
heading for Trinidad. I feel sure you join me in wish~ng 
him every success in the future. (He was once my Section 
O.C.-happy days!) 

Now for the first items of the good news, Major A. M. 
Keeling, of Bath (and of the local T.A. Unit, . No. 1 
Armoured Reporting Group Signals) was una~ously 
elected Chairman for the remainder of our yea~. He 1s ?ne 
of our most staunch workers, and has yet to miss a meet1~g 
or a function. (Please note, Bath members and potential 
members.) . 

The Vice-Chairmanship has fallen to the lot of Maior 
E. F. Hedger, ex-10th Air Formation Sign~s a~d 7th 
(Indian) Air Formation Signals. He is another live wire and 
--coincidence-also a resident of Bath. 

Miss P. lv!.. Barclay (recently engaged, congratulations, 
Pat) was unanimously elected to the committee as the A.T.S. 
member. She has done valuable work in the past on the 
Social Sub-Committee, and we anticipate big guns from 
now on. Other committee members elected were Mr. A. .H. 
Rogers (of skittle fame), Captain T. M. Cook (no rela~on 
to the pirate), and my unfortunate self. All these elecao~s 
took place on Friday evening, 12th Novem~r, and the air 
of anticipation was very general ~t the meetmg. The 13th 
was drawing near, and that, as will be remembered, was the 
date on which the " Big Eats" would be taken. 

The dinner, held at the Grand Hotel, Bristol, was hi~hly 
successful. We were about 100 in number and had qwte a 
steady session. As our guests we had with us o~r General 
Secretary, Colonel A. W. Roberts, M.c.; th~ Cha1rman a~d 
Secretary of the Bristol Advisory Council of Ex-Service 
Organisations, Colonel E. W. Lennard, T.D., '.lld Mr. Y'· H. 
Lewtas; and the C.O., 12 A.A. Group ~M) Signal Regiment, 
T.A., Lieutenant-Colonel P. G. Gambier. . . 

The first speech was made by our President, Brigadier 
G. L. G. Pollard, c.B.E., who, prop~sing the toa~~ ?f " Our 
Patron Her Royal Highness the Princess Royal, mformed 
us-to' our delight-that we are now the second largest 
branch in the country. · (Sorry, Leeds-and thanks for your 
good wishes per Colonel Roberts.) He expressed the regret 
of the branch at the loss of our Chairman, and called on 
Colonel Lennard, who pr_oposed the toast, " Tb~ Royal 
Signals Association." Colonel Lennard emphasised the 
value of Old Comrades' Associations and gave the branch 
some sound advice, saying that party politics 1!1u~t never 
be allowed to creep· into the activities of an Assoc1~aon such 
as ours. He wishes the branch and the 0.C.A. m general 
every success, and passed on quite a few. very humorous 
anecdotes. Space, however, does not permit me to do the 
same. (Does it, Mr. Editor?) . 

Colonel Roberts, replying, spoke for some mmutes and 
congratulated the branch on its rapid growth. ~e passed 
on greetings from Headquarters staff and m~mbers a_n~ 
fmished by saying that he looked forward to his next v1s1t 
to Bristol. 

First-cla s entertainment followed the speeches, the 
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artistes being Tony and Talbot and "Johnny" Creighton, 
who, incider-:tally, travelled down from London to attend 
the dinner. Other long-distance travellers were Bert 
Varley from Bradford, Tommy Tucker, from Taunton, 
Brian Stagg, from Sherborne, and others. We had only one 
member present in uniform. Does anyone remember Fred 
Poole 3rd Divisional Signals, 1930, and Orderly Roo1;1 

· Serg~nt 2 Corps District Signals, 1942-43? Well, Fred s 
son Fred attended the dinner with Dad and sunk several 
nift'y pint~ in the traditional style. He's on leave from H.Q., 
B.A.0.R., and tells me he " loves the Signals." 

After all that news, I must down tools and head and J$et 
some shuteye. As I've already said, we ha~ a large ~ven_mg 
and I'm still suffering. So I'll say cheerio, but this nme 
without a pint pot held on high. BEE-EE-BEE 

"Old Soldiers'" Column 
Dedicated to those who are in danger of fadin~ away. 
Come along Old 'Uuns, what about a few Imes from 

some of you. ' If you have any interesting an:cdotes of 
Civvy Street, let's all share them and make this .column 
something to be looked forward to by ex-Service and 
<erving members alike. 
~ By the way, I should like to hear from old "A" Corps 
personnel who were in Alder~hot between 1936 and 1938. 

(BUSTY) G. N. MILLEN. 
2 Alexandra Terrace, 

Teignmouth, Devon. . 
So get cracking, and let the Editor of THE WIRE, 88 

Eccleston Square, London, S.W.1, have )'.Our news or your 
address, or where we can get in touch with one another. 

THE SIGNALS ASSOCIATION OF 
THE ROYAL CORPS OF SIGNALS 

Headquarters: 88 Eccleston Square, London, 
( Tel.: Victoria 9194) 

Benevolent Fund 

S.W.l 

Donations Received and Grants Disbursed during the 
period June to October, 1948 

DO ATIONS RECEIVED [, s. d. 

J~if·,, !~~~. L. of C. ~ignal Squadron .......................... · S~ U ~ 
War Office Signal Regiment · · ·· · ··· ·· · ·· · ··· · · · ··· · · · ·· · ·· · ····· · · 5 1 11 
Kent Coast Troop. · · ·· · ··· ·· ··· · ··· ·· · ·· · ·· · ·· · ·· ··· · ·· · ·· · ·· · ·· · ·· ··· · · 2 13 O 
Shoesburyness Troop · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · ·· · · · · ·· · · · · ·· · · · · ·· · · · · · · · · · · · soo o O 
Middle E:ist Welfare Fund · · ··· ·· ··· · · · · ·· · ·· ··· · ·· · ·• · · · · ·· · ·· · ··· · 2 11 O 
H.Q. Mes~ Catterick :······:·············· ··· ··•················· · ····· I 1 o 
Captain R . L. MacQucen ·· ·· · · · · ·· · ·· · ·· ·· ·· ··· ·· · ··· ··· ·· ·· ·· ·· ··· · · 10 o 
Miss C . H. Archer-Houblon ····························· ·········· 2 9 6 
H.Q. Collection Box ............................................... ···· ----

{,578 13 9 

[, s. d. JULY, 1948 . 2't 11 10 
Burma Command, Signal Regiment . . ... .. . .. . .. . .. . ... .. . .. . . . . . 2 0 0 
H.Q., Eastern Command, ~ounslow · · ·· · ·· ··· ··· · ·· · · · · ·· · ·· ·· · · · 

10 0 
6 

12 A.A.Gp._ (M ) Signal Regiment, T.A. ..... ................... 
116 

o o 
Catterick Units ········ ··· ·· ······· ······ ·· · ···························· 10 O 0 
Sergents' Mess, R.A.F., Zeltweg ..... ............ ................... I 0 0 

~~~~i~a1~a:·A~.d~F~1i~ :::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::: __ 1_0_0 

[,368 12 4 

[, s. d. AUGUST, 1948 52 10 O 
32 Ind. L. of C., Signal Squad.ron ············ ·· ···· · ·············· 

89 4 5 -1-1 (H.C.) Division, Signal Regiment, T.A. · ·· · · ·· · ·· · ··· ·· · ···· 
20 0 

0 
Vienna Signal Squadron ········:··················· ··················· 16 O 
Thames Estuary and Ea t Anghan Coast Troop . .............. 9 S 0 
B.I.T. Signals attached B.M.M. (Greece) .... ~................ 

66 2 8 Royal Signals Corps Fund ... _. ............. , .... , ........ _..··
0
····b). s s o 

7 Armoured Division Signal Regiment (Amateur Radio u 
9 2 

-I 
H.Q. Mess, Catterick ·· ·· ···· ·· ························ · ············· 22 10 

o. SI P.T.C. ································ ························· 6 O 
Caprnin \'1/ . H . Robinso.n . ....... ...... ....................... . ....... 10 o 
Ex-Signalman \VI. E. S1mner ................... . ........ ...... ····· ----

£276 1 I 

~69 



F.PTEMBIIB. 1948 
H Q S D\·' . I ' I R . . . . , 1 1s1ona 1gn cg1 ment ...................... , ......... . 
44 \H.C.) Di vi ional Signal Regiment, T.A. .. .................. . 

.T.C., H aidari .......... ...... ...... .. ............... ....... ........ . .. 
Royal Signals ITepot, Pocklington ............................... .. 
I raq SjgnaJ S'\uadron .. ............................. ... ................ . 
IS Infantry Bn~de, Signal Squ.,dron ............................ .. 
ignal Troop, ris .............. ................ ................... .. 

H .Q ., Schie \\ig-H olstein uh-Arca .......... .. ................... .. 
Major T . ti bb ...................... .' ............................. .. 

m: i Bt~ar~::::::::::::::::::::::::::·::::::::::::::::::::::::::: : ::::: 

c s. d. 
419 14 8 
92 4 0 
2S 0 0 

750 0 0 
137 1 0 

37 6 7 
76 0 7 

137 18 I 
s 0 0 
2 2 0 

4 0 
1 I 0 

£1,683 17 II 

OCTOBER, 194 
30 Independent L. of C. Signal S~uadron ....................... . i t.dmoure'bP.h:1sional . Signal R~gamcnt ......................... .. 

antry IVJ!>lonsl S ignal Re!Jlment ............................ .. 
3 Ind~dent Signal Reporting Squadron .................. .. .. .. 
Kent t Troo~ ..................................................... . 
Thames Estuary & Es st Anglian Coa t Troop ........... , .... .. 
H .Q ,, G uard D ivision ................................... .. .......... . 
ScrVJces Recuation Club, & kewell .......... ....... .............. .. 
York hire Cycling Federstion ............. . ...................... . .. 

~~f'B~n~ranch ...... ::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::: 
Mr. J. H. F ish ..................... ..... .. ......... .. ................. . 
Mr. C . West ........................................ .. ................ .. 
Mr . T . H . Steven 

JUNE 
GRANTS DISBURSED 

General Assistance .................. ...... ..... . 
Rent, Rates, and Insurance ............... ..... . 

f 4~ ~~~~~:::>~~~::~:::::::::~::::::::: : :: 
Hospital and Doctor's Fees ............ ... . .. 

~~;;~ A~~lian~~ .... :::::::::::::::::::::::::::::: 
Funerals ....... ...... . ................ . . ... .. . ... . 
Removals .......... ...... ... ............. .... ..... . 
Tools .. ........ . .. .. ........ ..... ... . ....... ........ . 
Legal Fees .... .... .... .... .. .... ..... .. .. .. ..... . 

&';~ures · · .... : ::: ::: :·::::: :::::: :::::::::: :: : :: : :: ::: :: 
Rehabilitation 

Analysis of Persons Assisted 

No. of Cases 
43 

9 
10 
3 

10 
3 

14 
3 
5 
l 
2 
I 

107 

[, s. d. 
3 17 1 

368 s 0 
20 0 0 

193 4 3 
s 3 s 

8 0 
66 0 I 
20 0 0 

1 I 0 
15 IS 0 
3 17 3 
I 19 · 9 

8 0 
3 3 

[,700 2 I 

[. s. d . 
242 9 2 

63 11 6 
58 10 0 
16 10 0 
81 0 6 
24 0 0 
69 6 0 

9 15 0 
24 19 3 
12 4 0 
16 s 0 
s 10 0 

s 0 0 
8 8 0 

25 0 0 

[,662 8 5 
---

Families of soldiers -serving with U.K 8; M.E.L.F., 2 10 
Released or discharged soldiers . . . 88 
Widows or dependants 9 

JULY 
General Assistance .. .. .... ...... .. .......... .. .. 
icnts, Rates and Insurance .... .... .. .. . .. .. .. .. 

~~~~~1 ~~~~~: : ; ;; :: :::;::: : :::; : : ; ::: : :: : :: ::~~ 
c:;•p~al and Doctor's Fees ...... .... .. . .. .. .. .. 
S n~ escencc ......... .... ....... ..... ....... . . .. 
F urgical Appliances .. .......... ...... .... ... .. . .. 

~j:. 

No. of Cases [, s. d. 
32 188 0 0 

9 58 12 0 
13 61 0 0 
4 28 0 0 

13 99 0 0 
II 66 6 6 
II 84 17 6 
6 21 I 6 
2 4 8 3 

. 3 19 10 0 s so· s 0 
I 4 0 0 

6 22 19 0 

5 100 0 0 

121 [,807 19 9 

Families of soldiers serving in U.K., 12; F.A.R.E.L.F., 
l; B.A.O.R., 1; M.E.L.F., 4 ... ... . .. .. . 18 

Released or discharged soldiers 91 
Widows and dependants ... 12 
AUGUST 
~era! A> is ta nee .. .. .. .... .............. .. .. .. 
c:,nt, ~tp and Insuran~ ... ... ........ .. .. 
Be~! !~d B:d';;i,, .. .. ................ .. .. .. ...... . 
Furniture g .......................... .. .. 
a ··········· ··· ····· ····· ···· ···· ··· ······· Hoth.ing ................ .. .. .. .. .... .. .. .. ...... .. .. . 

Co
ospit

1
al and Doctor's Fees .............. .. .. 

nva escencc 

~~~SA~~'. ~.~~~:::::::::::::: ::::::::: : ::::::: :: : 
Tool ...... ..... .. ... ........ .... .. ...... .. ... . 

gbll;:~~>:;;;;;;;;;;; ;;;;;;;;~;; ;;:: ; ;;;;;;;;;;; : ; 
.............. ...... ... .. .... .. .... . 

No. of Cases [, s. d . 
30 150 7 6 

7 31 14 6 
15 80 $ 0 
3 24 0 0 
4 33 0 0 

JO 63 10 0 
9 80 2 0 
5 SS 0 0 

3 27 4 6 
2 20 0 0 

4 7 8 
14 11 0 

3 54 0 0 ---97 [,638 2 2 -
470 

Families of soldiers serving in U.K., 9; M.E.L.F., 2; 
B.T.A., 1 12 

Released or discharged soldiers 
Widows and dependants . . . 

74 
11 

SEPTEMBER 
General Assistnncc ............................. . 

No . of Cases [, s. d. 

Rents, Rates and Insurance .............. ...... . 
35 209 13 10 

~1l~~ ::~:~~~: :::::::::::::::::::::::;:~: :::::: : : 
Hospital and Doctor's Fees .............. :.:: 

7 29 0 6 
12 72 JO 0 

I 7 10 0 
18 125 3 8 s 32 0 0 
4 19 4 0 

Convalescence ................................... . 
Surgical Appliances ............................. . 

3 32 10 0 

~~;;,e~;~. . . ·::::: :: : : : : :: : :: : :: : :: : :: : ::: :: : :: : :: : :: : : 
~°ii! Fe~~::: : :::::::::: : :::::::::::::::: :-:::::::::: :::: 
Dentures ............................................ . 

3 17 0 0 
4 35 0 0 
2 14 10 0 

4 0 0 

Rehabilitation 25 0 0 

96 [,623 2 0 
----

Families of soldiers serving in U.K ., IO; B.A.O.R., I 11 
Released or discharged soldiers 78 
Widows and dependants . . . 7 

OCTOBER 
General Assistance ................ . ............ . 

No. of Cases [, s. d. 

Rent, Rates and Insurance ................. . 
Cots and Prams .......................... . ..... . 
~ds . and Beddi ng ............ .... ............. . 

urruture ...... . ...... . ........... .. ...... . ....... . 
Oothi'J ........ ...... .... .. ...... .. ................ . 
H ospit and D octor 's Fees ................... .. 
?n".alcsccnce . .. ................................ .. 

urgacal Appliances .............. , .......... .. 

25 108 16 6 
9 43 12 0 

10 59 0 0 
5 37 s 0 

10 71 10 0 
8 41 10 0 
3 18 15 0 
2 7 9 9 

39 0 0 

t~;Zij•••••••••••••••••:•••::••••••••••••·::••: 3 19 10 0 

2 60 0 0 

80 [,506 8 3 

F3Dl.ilies of soldiers serving in U.K., 8; M.E.L.F., 3 11 
ReleJS:!d or discharged soldiers 66 
Widow~ and dependants . . . 3 

NEW MEMBERS REGISTERED AT 
HEADQUARTERS 

Life 
June 25 
July 36 
August 33 
September 22 
October ... 24 

Headquarters Notes 

ASSOCIATION 

A nnual 
97 

106 
84 
76 
72 

At the r~.u~st of branches, I am writing a few notes telling 
of ~e actJv1ues, etc._, at. Eccleston Square. There is really 
nothing of outstanding mterest to report. We are quite a 
busy team in all our branches. 

A Branch Circular has already gone out reminding 
branches of th~ usual Hon. Secretaries' Meeting, suggesting 
dates_, etc. I~ 1s hoped to hold it immediately !lfter Easter. 
Repl~es are snll awaited. I am looking forward very eagerly 
to this my first Hon. Secretaries' Meeting. I am particularly 
keen also t[,iat our staff here should meet you ·an, so that we 
all know with whom we are working. 

The questi?n. of the Annual General Meeting will be dis
cussed, and 1t 1s hoped that with the co-operation of the 
Commandant, S.T.C., Catterick, we might be able to make a 
two-day show of it, and to hold a Church Parade on the 
Sunday. 

I have had the good fqrtune to visit quite a few branches 
and I would like t~ take this opportunity of thanking ali 
concerned for the kindness and hospitality which has been 
e~ten~ed to me. I have already visited Plymouth, Exeter, 
Bll'!Ilmgham, Hudd~rsfield, Leeds, Bristol, and Torquay, and 
have several more m my books to visit before the end of 
January, 1949. 

These visits interest me very much, and I get many ideas 
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of the requirements of branches and of the sort of assistance 
they require. The Birmingham party has been the largest so 
far, followed closely by Bristol and Leeds. 

It is with regret that the Bradford branch found it neces
sary to close down, at least for the present. We have to 
welcome to our fold the newly-formed branch in Torquay, 
which has already made great strides. 

We are also trying hard to get a Nottingham branch going, 
and by the time this appears in print I hope that it will be 
actually started. 

We get many suggestions that branches should be formed 
in certain towns, etc., but it is difficult to find the right man 
who will take on hon. secretary, etc. 

We at H .Q. are grateful to all our hon. secretaries and do 
appreciate the work which they put in. Without them we 
should be helpless. 

With best wishes to all our branches. 
G EN. SEC. 

CITY OF LONDON SIGNALS 

The Old Comrades' Association Annual Dinner took place 
at Signal House, 20 Atkins Road, S.W.12, on Saturday,. 20th 
November. An unexpectedly large number, about 150, 
attended, and it would be an understatement to say that a 
good time was had by all. 

The President of the Association, Brigadier A. C. C. 
Willway, C.B.E., T.D., J.P., spoke for some minutes on the 
objects of the Association and of the neeessity of assisting 
and encouraging by every means possible the present Regi
ment, 56 (L) Armoured Divisional Signal Regiment, T .A. 
He realised that many of his audience were too old, too 
immersed in business or family to join the T .A. He was not 
making a recruiting speech. Whether to rejoin or not to 
rejoin was entirely a matter for each of them in his own 
conscience, but what he did insist on was the duty of all 
members of the Association to help with recruiting. 

The following resolutions were agreed to unanimously by 
the Association: -

That the Committee be asked to organ ise a Ladies' Night 
at the Drill Hall during the spring. T hat the Annual General 
Meeting and the Reunion be combined next year, so that all 
those members who found it difficult to attend two functions 
could combine the business meeting with the opportunity of 
meeting their friends at' the Reunion. 

AI•OLOGIA 

The Editor apologises to the very many Regiments who 
sent in notes too late for inclusion in this issue of THE WIRE. 
As far as is possible, each Regiment has been written to indi
vidually. It will be clear for those who read thus far in this 
issue· that it is larger than usual by many pages, and our 
printer, although sympathetic, was adamant on the subject 
of the provision of paper. 

. It must also be realised that every day which elapses after 
the 16th of the month, when THE WIRE officially closes and 
goes to press, means a delay in printing and in the ultimate 
distribution of the paper before the 20th of the following 
month. 

STOP ,PllESS 

Under the title of "He Lost Seventeen Marks but Won 
the Trial," the News Chronicle of Monday, 29th November, 
mentions " Hugh Viney, · ex-Sergeant Instructor of Royal 
Signals," who won the British Experts' Motor Cycle Trial 
organised by the Birmingham Motor Cycle Club in the 
Cotswolds. 

If any reader of THE WIRE happens to know Hugh Viney, 
will they please pass on our congratulations, and perhaps the 
Birmingham branch of the Association will be able to get in 
touch with him. 
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ROYAL 

IT APPOlllTtlEllT ..... "',,.,....,..... 

TAILORS TO 

OFFICERS 
of the 

CORPS OF SIGNALS 

55 CONDUIT STREET, LONDON, W.I 

II BENNETT'S HILL, BIRMINGHAM 

Aldershot : 47 High Street Ascot: Bridge House 

LEMON 
HART 
RUM 

SUBSCRIPTIONS FOR "THE WIRE" 

Annual subscriptions at 10/- are calculated 

from January to December. Back numbers can 

be supplied. Subscriptions for a portion of the 

year are calculated at the monthly rate of I / 

per copy. 
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What will "CROWN LIFE,, 
do for me if I save 

£1 per month 
If you liv_..mong other things If you do not liv• CROWN LIFE 

the CROWN LIFE pl~ns will will * M•k• monoy anil>ble to you * Pay the rent on your home or 
betwe•n the •ies of 55 and 65-
when you will need it most. Free clear off a mortgage. 
of T>x . * Provide your family with a cheque * Make money available for a child ' s for a fixed >mount each month 
educational or professiona1 ex .. 
penses , when the child will need for a definite number of ye.rs. 
it most. Free of Ta.x. Free of Tax. * Help buy a house--now, nex t * Provide the money to give the 
year or in ten years' time. Just 
when a little help may be worth yoangstcrs a start in their chosen 
• lat of sympathy . careers. Free of Tax. 

Really it is surprising what can be done-even with £1 per month. In any 
event find out what you--at your present age--could obtain . Send the 

coupon below, and KNOW what you could get-if you dedded to 

ALL ENQUIRIES WIL L BE DEALT WITH PERSONALLY BY 
CAPT. G. R. PATIENT 

(late Royal Signals) 
WRI TE, CALL O R TELEPHONE - WHITEHALL 3552 

TO CROWN LIFE INSURANCE COMPANY 
(Incorporated in Canada w ith limited Liability) 

Dept. AJG/ P, 21 / 24 Cockspur Street, London , S.W.1 
Without obligat ion lot me have details, please. Assume I save each 

month £1 , £2, £4, £6. (C.-OS> out t he inapplicable ) 
Name, Ran k (Mr., Mrs .. Miss) .................... .. ...................... . 

Addr<S> ........................................................... .. ............ .. 

Oat~ of Birth .... .. ..... .. .. .. .. .... . Occupation ......................... .. 

Telephone No ......... ".:;;'. ....................... ...... ... . 

In attendance for 

Officers and Cadets of 

The Royal Signals Ill 

Clement H. Sunderland Ltd. 
Military Tailors and Complete 
Regimental Outfitters 

Market Place 
Richmond Yorks 
and at 
HIGH STREET - ALDERSHOT 

and Branches 

Head Office: 

2 NORTH JOHN STREET, LIVERPOOL 

The 
KING'S DE D 

HOTEL 
Richmond, Yorks. 

An Old Established but thoroughly Modernised 
House, well known as the Best Centre from which 
to explore Swaledale and the beauties of the 

surrounding countryside 

2 MILES FROM CENTRE OF CATTERICK CAMP 

FREQUENT BUS SERVICE 

Fully Licensed • Ballroom • Buffet 

Sp_acious Lo11.nges and Dining 

Parties Catered For 

Room 

R.A.C. A.A. 

Proprietors : Telephones : 
Manager 2311 
Visitors 2260 

Wm. Jack.son 
(Sunderland) Ltd. 

Dear Sir, Cardington, Nr. B edford. 
I have recently got over a very bad cold. 

l tried severa l d iffe rent things for It nod t he 
only thing that did anything for inc was 
'ASPRO' a nd I can te ll you that, from now on, 
I shall never be without them. 

Yo.urs Jn appreciation , A. J . F. 

Made by ASPRO LI MITED, 
Slough, Bucks 

Q1&W 
The above Advertisers support our Magazine. Will our readers please support them in return? 

THE WIRE , DECEMBER 1948 




