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T h e HF156 manpack transmitter/receiver is a tough reliable portable set selected 
by the British A r m y for active service in all climates. It's robust, fully sealed 
and entirely self-contained. 

Six crystal controlled channels, extreme simplicity of operation and exceptional 
range on voice and C W are some of the many features proved in 
w/orld-wide active service by fourteen armies. 
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Quiz: What's the Triumph Herald 1200 
got that you want? 

1 

2 
' 3 

' 4 

5 

~ 6 

7 

8 
9 

10 

Zippy , economical 1147 cc engine 

Independent suspension all round 

25-ft turning circle 

One service in 3,000 miles 

72 driving-seat positions 

9 3 % all-round visibility 

Rigid steel-girder chassis 

Wor ld-wide service 

Beautiful Italian lines 

C h o i c e : coupe, convertible, 
saloon or estate 

HOW TO RATE YOUR SCORE If 
you ticked all 10, go straight out and 
buy a Herald. Y o u deserve one. 5-9: 
you 're well on the way. Test-drive a 
Herald and get 10 out o f 1 0 . 1 - 4 : only 
fair. Have a word with your Standard-
Tr iumph dealer. 0: buy something 
else. T h e Herald 's too good for y o u ! 
Still save money G e n e r o u s tax conces-
sions are still available. Visit y o u r 

Standard-Tr iumph dealer and have a 
trial drive in a Herald. Or, if you're 

feeling in an even more sporting mood, 

try the Triumph TR4 {2138 cc, 110 mph, 

saloon car comforts) or its smaller 

brother, the Triumph Spitfire 4. 

See your Standard-Triumph dealer 
today O r write for details to Standard-
T r i u m p h Sales Ltd. , Export Sales 
(European Div.) , Coventry , England. 

A member of the Leyland Motors Group 
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I write this month of a second floor room in 88, Eccleston Square. By 
the time you read this the room in question will be cold and empty, as the 
Association's Headquarters will have moved to new offices at Cheltenham 
Terrace, near Sloane Square, but what this room represents still remains. 

T h e second floor room, even when occupied, was rather a cold room 
being large and draughty. Yet, from the human point of view, it was a very 
warm room indeed because for years it housed the Welfare Section of the 
Royal Signals Association. 

T h e occupants of this room would, I know well, be very happy to remain 
under a cloak of anonymity and to continue the performance of their minor 
miracles each day unknown to the Corps and the outside world. However, 
being a brash newcomer, I am going to open wide, for once, the door of 
this room so that you can see what goes on inside. 

First of all let it be quite clear that whatever good has emanated from 
this room is due entirely to the generous and never failing support of the 
Corps both serving and retired. In other w o r d s — Y O U . 

Apart from other considerations it is therefore proper that you should 
receive an account of what has been done in your name and what better 
time to do this than in January when we look back to the record of the past 
year and forward to the promise of the N e w Year. 

This then is the story of the second floor room . . . . 
Every year on average over 4,000 letters are received in this room asking 

for advice or assistance in some form or another. Each of these constitutes 
at least a minor and often a major human problem which must be carefully 
considered and will almost certainly require further correspondence, 
reference to other welfare organisations, telephone calls and, above all, 
speedy and determined action. Where financial assistance is the major solu-
tion a case has to be prepared carefully and put up to the weekly welfare 
committee generally presided over by the Chairman of the Association, 
assisted by one Officer and two Other Rank representatives. Some 700 such 
cases are dealt with yearly and an average of £5,000 is disbursed in monetary 
aid. This may not always completely restore the situation but it is aimed 
at alleviating the more pressing needs and giving the unfortunate person a 
breathing space and a " shot in the arm " from a morale point of view. 

Apart from financial aid there is ever increasing assistance in the form 
of gift parcels which contain clothing, toys, books and other items which 
can help so much in lonely and needy homes. In the course of a year any-
thing up to 1,000 such parcels are made up and despatched, saving in the 
order of £1,000 which would otherwise have to be despatched in cash grants. 

A s Christmas draws near the tempo increases immensely. Christmas 
gifts in cash or kind are sent out to the lonely, the aged and those whose 
needs require special alleviation. During the Christmas Season, which has 
just gone past, about £250 has been distributed to 80 different families and 
homes, to say nothing of over 150 parcels and numerous kindly letters. In 
many cases these gifts, and the letters that go with them, constitute some 
basis for hope amid depressing circumstances as indeed the letters of thanks 
so clearly indicate. It is not only at Christmas that such letters and gifts are 
sent out. Al l through the year the Welfare staff keep in mind the most needy 
of those who depend on them and from time to time a parcel or a letter 
is dispatched on a friendly personal basis and gratefully acknowledged. 

Mention must also be made of the considerable number who call 
personally at Association Headquarters with problems often requiring 
immediate action and assistance. Everything else has to be dropped while 
the individual's worry is sorted out although other urgent matters are being 
dealt with—^for welfare is always urgent. 
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A p a r t f r o m assistance in m o n e y or kind m u c h is achieved 
in f inding employment for those looking f o r it, and last year 
some 200 individuals were placed in the w a y of employment 
due to the personal endeavours of the Welfare staff. 

Another all-important work that is undertaken is assis-
tance in placing children in schools and homes w h o c o m e 
f r o m unhappy or divided families or w h o are orphans. 
T h i s calls for m u c h work and patience in order to achieve 
a successful outcome. 

T h i s then is a brief g l impse through the open door of 
a room of w h i c h the C o r p s can b e justly proud. 

T o appreciate w h a t goes on to its fullest, the room 
should be seen in action. T e l e p h o n e s r inging, typewriters 
clicking, parcels, clothes, toys, books and files in a jumble 
all combine to give a general impression of chaos and a race 
against time. H o w e v e r , rest assured—it works o u t ! 

T h e story would not be complete without reference to 
the fine work done by the branches of the Association so 
often complementary to that done b y Association H e a d -
quarters. F o r what often starts at Association H . Q . of ten 
finishes with kind-hearted fo l low u p action by some branch. 
T h e sum total of these and other deeds done b y our 
branches wil l never be known. T h e r e is no record of them 
but at least it is k n o w n that it is very considerable. T h e 
C o r n s owes m u c h indeed to the Branches of the Association 
in this respect. 

T o conclude, I am going to ask the two ladies con-
cerned in your C o r p s welfare to c o m e forward and take a 
bow. T h e y d o this reluctantly and only on m y insistence. 
T h e y are M i s s H y d e - P a r k e r w h o has served no less than 
14 years in the Wel fare Section and M i s s Margaret C o o k 
w h o has 10 years service to her credit, also w i t h welfare. 
T h e y , and they alone, do all that has been described above. 
Sometimes w h e n they are very b u s y they lock their door 
and not even your Secretary is al lowed in. Patient, cheer-
ful and sympathetic, they do a tremendous day's work. If 
you are passing by, come in and see them sometime; but 
not for l o n g — t h e i r work must go o n ! 

A n d so w e close the door of the second floor r o o m — 
a door w h i c h has not been opened before. I think y o u wil l 
agree that it was a door that had to be opened and this was 
the time to do it. 

F. J. Parsons Limited 
In the hurry of getting the very large December number 

published, the Editor failed to render his customary thanks to 
the staff of F . J. Parsons Ltd., who print and dispatch THE 
WIRE. 

Mr. D . L e v y (Sergeant, Royal Signals, up to 1936) is respon-
sible for the dispatch of THE WIRE and for the schedule, and 
also acts as Honorary Sub-Editor, Editorial Adviser—^whichever 
way you care to call it. 

T o him and to all of the staff of the Printer most grateful 
thanks for seeing THE WIRE through 1962 and all success in 
their various ways- in 1963. 

This number of " T h e Wire " wilt be desoatched on 
the i7th '"nstead of the n;th. It is regretted that the 
long Christmas holiday gives no option. 

It will be a small number (December, 1962, was 
very large). 

Because of postal delays, copy from a number of 
Reeiments and Squadrons arrived too late for 
inclusion. 

" A c c e p t a n c e " was held until 17th December, 
but thereafter, all has had to be held over until the 
February issue. 

Mrs. P. Logan 

L e f t Australia early in 1962 on a year's leave f r o m her 
f i rm and accompanied b y her son, Col in . A t that t ime 
the Association w a s gett ing through a series of crises in 
staffing both THE WIRE and the personal office of the 
G e n e r a l Secretary. W i t h extreme g o o d f o r t u n e M r s . 
L o g a n arrived f r o m an agency on a purely temporary basis. 
Fortunate ly for us, she immediately expressed a l iking for 
the hur ly-bur ly and the continuing daily crises of the w o r k 
of the office of the G e n e r a l Secretary and readily agreed 
to serve whole- t ime except for the period of Col in 's school 
hol iday, during w h i c h she and he toured the W e s t C o u n -
try, Scandinavia, Scot land and F r a n c e , returning always 
to the Associat ion office. 

She has held the w h o l e thing together in a m o s t w o n -
derful way. T h e G e n e r a l Secretary and Editor of THE 
WIRE spent f r o m M a y until m i d - S e p t e m b e r either in hos-
pital or w o r k i n g part-t ime whi le convalescing. S h e attended 
on h i m whi le in hospital and enabled the w o r k of the 
G e n e r a l Secretary 's office to be carried on. She did the 
whole of the work of editing, paging and proof reading of 
THE WIRE of M a y , June, July, A u g u s t a n d September . T h e 
excel lence of the magaz ine of R o y a l Signals f o r those 
months is a tribute to her, especially as never be fore h a d 
she undertaken any comparable work. T h a t no real crises 
of correspondence occurred is d u e also to h e r skill and 
devotion. 

Roya l Signals wi l l be glad to k n o w that in D e c e m b e r the 
G e n e r a l Secretary presented to her a small brooch wi th the 
figure of " J immy " as a token of the very great appreciation 
of all she has done. 

T h a n k you, M r s . L o g a n , and good fortune attend y o u on 
your return to y o u r o w n country in January, 1963. 

Presentation of Fanfare Trumpet and Banner 
to Duke of York's Royal Military School. 

Major-General E. S. Cole presenting the banner to Brigadier 
G. Laing, C.B.E. the Commandant, during a parade at the 
School during which, as may be seen, a number of other 

Corps and Regiments gave similar gifts 

That the Association and in particular the Welfare Section has been without telephone service since 
the move to new offices on 19th December must have inconvenienced many. Apology is made even 

if it is of little comfort. SLOane 3477 (Extn 143) was connected on 29th December. 
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Presentation of the BJ.M, to Lance Corporal I H. Clayforth 

Presentation of B.E.M. to Lance Corporal Clayforth by Major 
General R. M. P. Carver. Lance Corporal and Mrs. Clayforth. 

0 ,N the n t h December, 1962, at Bulford, Lance-Corporal J. H. Qayforith was presented with the B.E.M. by Major-General 
R. M . P. Carver, C.B., C.B.E., D.S.O., M.C., G.O.C. 3rd Division. Lance-Corporal Clayforth won his B.E.M. while serving with 
nhe Caribbean Signal Troop in Honduras. T h e Citation is as follows : 

Lance-Corporal Clayforth was the Radio Station Commander at Airport Camp, British Honduras, when Hurricane 
" H a t t i e " struck on iflie night 30lh/3ist October, 1961. His relief operator had been detached on another station in the 
town of Belize. Alone he worked unceasingly for twenty-four hours to maintain communications with H.Q., Caribbean 
Area in Jamaica, and the Royal Navy. Al l civil communications had been destroyed. His own aerial had been blown down 
twice by the violence of the storm, but whilst others sheltered he went out and re-erected it. Then, after three hours' 
rest, he continued to operate for another seventy-two hours until relieved. AU military and dv i l relief operational signals 
during this period, were passed over this radio link. 

If it had not been for his single minded devotion to duty and determination to get through at all costs, the subsequent 
relief operations would have been severely curtailed. 

Citation dated 
25th January, 1962. 

London Gazette dated 
2nd June, 1962. 

Lance-Corporal Clayforth's action is a fine example of devotion to duty in the highest tra'ditioos of the Corps, 
gratulations go to him on his well deserved award. 

Our con-

L V X U R Y I IOTEI . O F F E R S S P E C I A L T E R M S 
T O O F F I C E R S 

T h e Carlton Tower, " i n s p e c t e d " on n t h December, 1962, 
is one of the most modem and luxurious in London. A n 
advertisement facing page 26 shows the much reduced rate for 
bedrooms. There are two restaurants, the Rib Room devoted 
to the service of beef, and the Chelsea Room, providing an 
a la carte menu of infinite variety. 

^ I j r i m p l i t 

T h e Association is now in a position to provide photographic 
reproductions—Black and White—of this famous picture. 

Print 18 in. x 15 in £ 1 0 0 
Mounted 18 in. x 15 in £ i 10 o 

The History of 

The Royal Canadian Corps of Signals, 1903-1961 

With a foreword by Her Roval Highness The Princess Royal, 
Colonel-in-Chief, Royal Canadian Corps of Signals, this beauti-
fully illustrated history is a model. T h e maps are really clear. 

T h e oldest Corps of S i s a l s in the Commonwealth, it even 
preceeded the Signal Service, Royal Engineers. 

This is not a review. This will be published in the Journal 
of the Royal Signals Institution. It is an announcement and 
that the book published in Canada can be obtained through the 
Royal Signals Institution, Cheltenham Terrace, Chelsea, 
London, S.W.3., for £1/14/- . 
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Obituary 
COI^OIVEL T. A. n . SCOTT, f:.II.E. 

The recent death of Colonel " T o m m y " Scott will come as 
a shock to his many frieflds. 

A well-known Corps personality, " T o m m y " Scott retired 
in January, 1954, after a total of 36 years' service, which 
included two years in the R.E. Signals. 

He made his mark in many ways in the Corps, but perhaps 
most of all in the field of sport. He was a Corps cricketer 
and hockey player, as well as a keen sailor and an aircraft pilot. 
His cheerful personality and generous nature won him many 
friends over the years. He was well-known in the R.A.F., 
where he held two appointments as C.A.F.S.O., first in 
Singapore and later in B.A.O.R. It was while serving in 
Singapore that he was awarded the C.B.E. 

Our sincere condolences go to his widow, Margery, and their 
three children. 

Sergeant R. Peake, BIM. 

need for them. Sergeant Peake has risen to the call of duty in 
a manner worthy of the highest praise and recommendation. 

" For his meritorious service, devotion to duty and his loyalty 
to his Regiment and Corps, Sergeant Peake is awarded the 
British Empire Medal." 

[Courtesy of Herald Exprea, Torquay 

The Signal OfBcer-in-Chief, Major-General F. J. Swainson, 
O.B.E., presenting the B.E.M. to Sergeant R. Peake. 

O N 8th October at Denbury, Major General F. J. Swainson, 
O.B.E., took a parade of A e Junior Leaders Regiment and 
on behalf of Her Majesty presented the British Empire 

Medal to Sergeant R. Peake. The citation is given below: 
" Sergeant Peake has earned the respect and admiration of 

his contemporaries and superiors for his high sense of duty and 
tireless perseverence in furthering the morale and efficiency 
of aU those boy soldiers under his control. 

" For over three years he has been employed as an instructor 
of Junior Leaders. Not only has he given the benefit of all 
his energies and ability but his impeccable example has never 
once faltered. He has devoted the greater part of his leisxire 
to coaching boys in sport and has organised the football team 
with outstanding success. 

" In spite of being one of the youngest Sergeants in the 
Warrant Officers' and Sergeants' Mess he is an inspiring and 
leading member of it. 

" At a time when great demands are made on Senior Non-
commissioned Officers and wiien there was never a greater 

The Last Voyage of 

HMT. OXFORDSHIRE 
On arrival at Southampton on 19th December, 1962, after her 

last voyage as a Troopship, the following telegrams were ex-
changed : 

" For Captain Freddie Fitch, from Major-General Swainson. 
Greetings on your arrival home on your final trip as a 

Troopship. This is the passing of an era which we all regret. 
Oxfordshire has always been close to our hearts in Royal 
Signals, and to me personally in so many ways. Sorry I 
cannot be at Southampton to see you, as I expect to be in 
Chester. My personal good wishes to you and all the officers 
and crew of Oxfordshire, and my hope is that she will con-
tinue to sail the seas in another capacity under your 
command." 

* * * 

"Signal Officer-in-Chief, War Office, London. 
Regret delay in answering your kind message. Our regrets 

are mutual, as our happy association has been in the past. 
We wish the Corps a happy Christmas and New Year.— 
Oxfordshire. 

Near East Command 
Presentation of Silver to Headquarters Mess on Disbandment 

of Near East Command 
On the disbandment of Near East Command (formerly Middle 

East) after twenty-three years of eventful existence it was con-
sidered that the Command should be commemorated by the 

presentation of a 
piece of silver to the 
Headquarters Mess, 
Catterick. 

It was decided 
that the silver should 
be in the form of 
two Lusignan Lions 
rampant. The Lusig-
nan Lion is the 
badge of Near East 
Command. These 
L i o n s are the 
heraldic lions of the 
House of Lusignan. 
The Lusignans were 
the Kings of Jerusa-
lem before being dis-
placed in 1187 by 
S a 1 a d i n . When 
Richard I captured 
Cyprus in 1191 he 
transferred the island 
to Guy de Lusignan, 
w h o s e successors 

ruled Cyprus for over three hundred years, during which time 
the island reached the peak of its glory. 

The Lions are mounted standing on an ebonite rock on the 
sides of which are two silver plaques. One has the following 
inscription: 

" Presented by the officers on the disbandment of Near 
East Command—formerly Middle East Command 1939-63 " 

and on the other are the names and dates of tenure of the Signal 
Officers in Chief and Chief Signal Officers of the Command. 
Around the base on small silver plaques are inscribed all the 
major campaigns which the Command took part in, starting 
with the Western Desert and finishing with the Cyprus rebellion. 

In order to finance the purchase of this gift Brigadier Honey-
boume, the last Chief Signal Officer of the Command, asked all 
serving officers in the Command for a small donation, and had 
a hundred per cent, response. He also invited distinguished 
officers who had previously served in the Command to subscribe, 
and he received numerous donations from Royal Signal officers 
and also from the Royal New Zealand Signal Corps and the 
Royal Australian Signal Corps. 

[Courtesy of Daily Telegrapn. 
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Itnuiagrapn l'.H.i>. Malia and Libya 

The crew of schooner Taurua wi th two New Zealanders 

back row: J. Wr ight , N.Z., Lieutenant M. Bygrave 
Centre row: Staff Sergeant F. Or r , H. Hudson, N.Z. S.A.C., D. 

Leston, Major L. D. Line 
Front: Miss P. Gaze 

8,000 miles by Schooner 

T w o Army officers, an Army staff sergeant, a senior air-
craftsman and the 19-year-old daughter of an R.A.F. flight-
sergeant left Malta on 12th December in a 22-ton schooner, 
Taurua, on the last leg of their 8,000-mile journey from Singa-
pore to the South of France, which began on 15th August. 
" Taurua," which in Polynesian means " Morning Star," is a 
replica of an American east coast schooner of a hundred years 
ago. She was built in Hong Kong for her present owner just 
over a year ago. He sailed her with a Japanese crew to Japan 
and then back to Singapore, intending to go on from there to 
Monte Carlo. Learning that he had to return quickly on busi-
ness, he planned to send the boat home as deck cargo on a ship 
until he met Major L . D. Line, Royal Signals, who immediately 
suggested sailing her to the South of France with a volunteer 
crew of Servicemen. T h e Taurua arrived in Malta in the teeth 
of a Force 8 gale. Apart from Major Line, the crew is made up 
as follows: Lieutepant M. Bygrave (Royal Signals) mate; Staff 
Sergeant F . Orr (Royal Signals) engineer; Senior Aircraftsman 
D . Leston (R.A.F.) sailman; Miss P. Gaze, cook. 
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l l l t lC iADIEU C. I I . IVETTLEf^I l IP, O.II.E., T .D . 

Gunner Neltleship, Honorary Artillery Company, 1939. O.C. 
Infantry Brigade Signal Section, 4th Division, 1940. O.C. 2nd 
Divisional Signals, 1941-1945. Thereafter C.R. Signals and 
C.C.R. Signals in Malaya, Egypt, Germany, and Chief Signal 
Officer, Western Commiand, to 1961. 

T h e Reverend C. H. Nettleship, O.B.E., T.D., was ordained 
oto the Church of England by the Bishop of Coventry on 
16th December with a service at the Caithedral Church of St. 
Michael, Coventry. 

" Trusty and Well Beloved "—twice—this is given to few. 

7th IN0IA1V D I V I S I O N A L S I C N A L C O M P A N Y , 
U .E . , 1 9 1 4 - 1 » 

Ex-Corporal L . A. Corner, who lives at 5, Kimber's Alms-
houses, Kenneit Road, Newbury, Berks, wishes to hear of 
any Old Comrades who served w:th him in MesojK)tamia and 
Palestine. 

He is in touch with only one, ex-Corporal G . Mulvane, of 
Maybole, Scotland. 

London Gazette 
From 2Zrd October to 301/1 November, 1962 

R E G U L A R A R M Y 
Colonel A . L . Atkinson, O.B.E., B.SC., to be Brigadier, 31st August , 1962. 
T h e undermentioned Lieutenant-Colonels to be Colonels on the dates 

shown: 
A . F . Freeman, M.C., i s t January, 1962. 
J. B. Birkett, O.B.E., i s t January, 1962. 
P. F . Penureath, M.B.E., 30th January, 1962. 
D . P. K . Rennick, 21st February, 1962. 
J. R . Piddington, O.B.E., M.C., 22nd March, 1962. 
A . D . Brindiey, M.B.E., A.M.I.E.E., 24th March, 1962. 

J. M . D . Hunter, B . A . (University Candidate) to be Second-Lieutenant, 
27th August , 1962. 

Major A . B. Dryland retired 29th October, 1962, and is granted the hon. 
rank of Lieutenant-Colonel. 

Major R. E. Button retired 29th October, 1962. 
Major (Q.M.) A . Miiligan retired loth November, 1962. 
l i e u t e n a n t ( Q . M . ) G . B. Symonds, M.B.B., to be Captain (Q.M.) n t h 

November , 1962. 
Cap.a;n B. R . Jacobs, B.sc. , to be Major, i6th November , 1962. 
Major D . F . WiUett retired 24th November, 1962. 
Captain E . L . Rogers to be Major , 26th November, 1962. 
Cap.a.n J. P. Hart to be Major, 28th November, 1962. 
Lieutenant-Colonel F . P . Johnson, O.B.E., retired 20th November. 1962, 

a.id is granted hon. rank of Colonel. 
Major R. E. D . Mathews retired 30th November, 1962, and is granted 
hon. rank of Lieutenant-Colonel. 
Major E . A . Knott retired 30th November, 1962. 
Major (Q.M.) J. W . T . Snell retired 28th November, 1962. 

S H O R T S E R V I C E C O M M I S S I O N S 
Major W . G . Mitchell , T.D., relinquished his commission, 27th October, 

1902. 
Lieutenant R. A . C . Siderfin, f rom T . A . , to be Second-Lieutenant, 

4th October, 1962. 
W . O . I C . Hesketh to be Lieutenant (Tfc . Offr .) ist October, 1962. 
W . O . I L . C . Hooper to be Lieutenant ( T . O . T . ) , ist October, 1962. 
W . O . I D . MacGiUivray to be Lieutenant (Q.M.) , 2nd October, 1962. 
W . O . I J. J. M . Nutt to be Lieutenant (Tfc . Offr.) , 5th October, 1962. 
Major ( T . O . T . ) W . N . Coleman relinquished his commission, ist 

November, 1962. 
Major (Q.M.) E. E . T . Bennett retired 22nd October, 1962. 
Captain E. A . Morley relinquished his commission, 4th November, 1962. 
Second-Lieutenant M . Kel ly to be Lieutenant, 27th November, 1962. 
Second-Lieutenant J. Barrett to be Lieutenant, 4th November, 1962. 
D . E. Lewis to be Lieutenant, ist November, 1962. 
Captain (Q.M.) Ulrich, M.B.E., relinquished his commission, 12th 

November, 1962. 
Lieute-ant ( T . O . T . ) W . E. Oates to be Captain ( T . O . T . ) , 25th November, 

19S2 
W . O . I (R.S .M.) R . D . La ing to be Lieutenant (Q.M.) , 19th October, 

1962. 

N . \ T I O N A L S E R V I C E L I S T 
Second-Lieuteriant F . D . Hawes to be Lieutenant, 5th August, 1962. 
Second-Lieutenant M . J. Bowen to be Lieutenant, 4th October, 1962. 
Second-Lieutenant W . R. E w i - g to be Lieutenant, 28th October, 1962. 
Second-Lieutenant D . J. Evans to be Lieutenant, n t h November, 1962. 
Second-Lieutenant K . G . Woolf to be Lieutenant, iSth November, 1962. 
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R E G U L A R A R M Y R E S E R V E O F O F F I C E R S 
Captain F . W . D u n h a m from A . E . R . O . to be Captain, 24th September, 

1902. 
Lieutenant P . C . M . Hamblin from T . A . N . S . List to be Lieutenant, 

25th October, 1962. 
P. M . de Semlyen from T . A . N . S . List to be Lieutenant, 23th October, 

1962. 
Cap.am (Q.M.) E . H . Frampton, M.B.B., relinquislied his commission 

8th August , 1962. 
Captain ( T . O . T . ) F . H . Ounn relinquished his commission, loth 

October, 1962. 
Major C . C . Pikett from A . E . R . O . to be Major , 28th September, 1962. 
Lieutenant J. B. Thompson from Active List to be Lieutenant, 5th 

December, 1962. 
Lieutenant A . F . W . Qapperton from T . A . N . S . List to be Lieutenant, 

9th November, 1962. 
Capcain G . Pinney relinquished his commission, i s t h November, 1962. 
Captain (Q.M.) D . Watson relinquished his commission, 24th October, 

1962. 
Major (Lieutenant-Colonel) A . G . W . Hammond, o.B.E., E.R.D., re-

Unquished his commission, 19th November, 1962. 
Captam R. A . Mantz from A . E . Res. of Offrs. to be Captain, 3rd October, 

1962. 
Lieutenant J. L . Oswell f rom Res. of Offrs. N . S . List to be Lieutenant, 

23rd November, 1962. 
Lieutenant-Colonel H. Oxburgh from A . E . Res. OfTrs. to be Lieutenant-

Colonel, I St October, 1962. 
Major W . W y s e from A . E . R . O . to be Major , 26th October, 1962. 
Lieutenant F . S. Whatley from A . E . R . O . to be Lieutenant, ist December, 

1962. 

A R M Y E M E R G E N C Y R E S E R V E O F O F F I C E R S 
Major A . G . Kneen, E.K.D., retired, 27th October, 1962. 
Captain S. J. Caloe retired, 27th October, 1962. 
Second-Lieutenant N . R . Carstairs to be Lieutenant, 24th October, 1962. 
Captain F . C . Jones, E.R.D., to be Major, i s t October, 1962. 
Capta'n E. J. Kel ly to be Major , 29th July, 1962. 
Staff Sergeant R . Walker to be Second-Lieutenant, 19th September, 1962. 
Cap;. W . K n o x retired, 28th November, 1962. 
W . O . I E. W . Packham to be Lieutenant (Q.M.) , 29th August , 1962. 
W . O . I I W . Roscoe to be Lieutenant (Q.M.) 19th October, 1962. 
Staff Sergeant A . Lovell to be Lieutenant ( T . O . T . ) 18th September, 1962. 
Lieutenant M . J. Bowen from Reg. Army N . S . List to be Lieutenant, 

9th November, 1962. 
Lieutenant-Colonel (Acting Colonel) C . Vincent-Smith, T.D., to be 

Colonel, i s t July 1962. 

T E R R I T O R I A L A R M Y 
Lieutenant M . D . Skil l icom to be Captain, i n October, 1962. 
L.euiena.it D . N . Braoley to be Captain, i s t October, 1962. 
Lieutenant-Colonel C . H . C . Linguard appointed Hon. Colonel 42 

(Lanes.) Signal Regiment, T . A . , loth October, 1962. 
Second-Lieutenant A . R. Maxwel l to be Lieutenant, 23rd September, 1962. 
Second-Lieutenant S. W . T o u g h to be Lieutenant, 31st October, 1962. 
Officer Cadet J. Ferguson to be Second-Lieutenant, 12th September, 

1963-
Capcam A . S. Gol lop to be Major , ist September, 1962. 
Cap.ain B. T . Crogan from unattached list to be Captain, 4th September, 

1962. 
Lieutenant T . A . N . Nash to be Captain, 13th September, 1962. 
Lieutenant M . R. Ibbetson to be Captain 13th September, 1962. 
Second-Lieutenant A . S. Lyster to be Lieutenant, 5th November, 1962. 
Captain A . A . M a n n to be Major, 22nd June, 1962. 
Captain W . B. Marnoch to be acting Major , i s t October, 1962. 
Signalman D. C . A . Alerbury to be Second-Lieutenant, 19th September, 

1962. 
Major J. O. Hunter, M.B.E., to be Lieutenant-Colonel, ist October, 1962. 
Captain W . P . Hinds to be Major , 23rd September, 1962. 
Lieutenant A . B. Blackwell-Jones from Reg. Army N . S . List to be 

Lieutenant, 27th October, 1962. 
Lieutenant F . D . Hawes from Reg. Army N . S . List to be Lieutenant, 

31st October, 1962. 
Major C . N . Pilkington, Res. of Offrs., R . A . S . C . , to be Captain, ist 

October, 1962. 
Captain F. Howard, T.D., retired, 19th November, 1962. 
Lieutenant R. F. Day to be Captain, i8th August , 1962. 
Second-Lieutenant R. G . S . Green to be Lieutenant, 30th September, 

1962. 
W . B. Scout to be Lieutenant ( T f c . Offr.) , 21st October, 1962. 
Lieutenant-Colonel K . D . Patterson, O.B.E., T.D., to be Colonel, 22nd 

September, 1962. 

T E R R I T O R I A L A R M Y R E S E R V E O F O F F I C E R S 
Lieutenant G . L . Adams from T . A . N . S . List to be Lieutenant, 25th 

October, 1962. 
Lieutenant N . S. Dodds resigned his commission, 17th June, 1962. 
Captain W . M . Madill from Active List to be Captain, 15th July, 1962. 
Major W . Brindley, T.D., f rom Active List to be Major, 14th August , 

1962. 
Lieutenant M . S . Wood from Active List to be Lieutenant, sth August , 

1962. 
Lieutenant G . Wilkinson from Active List to be Lieutenant, 30th 

September, 1962. 
Captain D . G . Coleboiume from Res. of Offrs. , R . A . P . C . , to be 

Captain, 19th October, 1962. 
Lieute^ant B. Cook from R . E . to be Lieutenant, i s t October, 1962. 
Lieutenant M . T . Caddick from Res. of Offrs. to be Lieutenant, 25th 

October, 1962. 
Second-Lieutenant A . E. Russell to be Second-Lieutenant, 24th November, 

1962. 
Signalman M . S. Birkin to be Second-Lieutenant, 28th October, 1962. 
Sergeant P. F . Hornby to be Second-Lieutenant, ist November, 1962. 

Movements—Warrant Officers and Sergeants— 
January, t»63. 

T . 
C . 

k. 
F . 

W . O . I B . 
W . O . I I D . 
W . O . I I G . 
W . O . I I D . 
W . O . I I P. 
W . O . I I C . 
W . O . I I S. 
W . O . I I W 
W . O . I I G . 
W . O . I I C . 
W . O . I I E . 
W . O . I I W, 
W . O . I I R. 
W . O . I I R . E, 
W . O . I I F . G, 

Seymour 
Rixon 
CasUe .. . 
Burge 
Byers 

Pinkney 
D . Turley . . . 
T . Leeson . . . 
W . GUes . . . 

Wood 
J. B. M a y .. . 
E . Higgs ... 

Marriott 
J. Williams 
WUson .. . 

A / W . O . I I J. A . Esson 
" ' . O . I I R A / W . O . I I R . A 

Staff Sergeant T . 
Staff Seigeant A . 
Staff Sergeant J. 
Staff Sergeant B. 
Staff Seregant R . 
Staff Sergeant G . 
Staff Sergeant G . 
Staff Sergeant J. 
Staff Sergeant C . 
Staff Sergeant B 
Staff Sergeant R . 
Staff Sergeant R . 
Sergeant R . BeU 
Sergeant J. 
Sergeant G. 
Sergeant G . 
Sergeant E . 
Sergeant B. 
Sergeant W, 

Crampton 
A s h 
Walley 
Evans 

M . Huxley D u g g a n 
A . Robertson 
Hayes 

E . Tompkins 
M . Gittins 
H . Surch 

. E . Cracknell 
Elliott 
A . Strutt 

Sergeant J. 
Sergeant R. 
Sergeant J. 
Sergeant G . 
Sergeant K . 
Sergeant T . 
Sergeant R. 
Sergeant R. 
Sergeant J. 
Sergeant W, 
Sergeant R . 
Sergeant G . 
Sergeant D . 
Sergeant J. 
Sergeant R 
Sergeant K . 
Seigeant F . 
Sergeant T . 
Sergeant W . 
Sergeant J. 
Sergeant R. 
Sergeant P. 
Sergeant F . 
Sergeant E . 
Sergeant W . 
Sergeant H . 
Sergeant M . 
Sergeant S. 
Sergeant R. 
Sergeant R. 
Sergeant T . 
Sergeant F . 
Sergeant K . 
Sergeant R . 
Sergeant K . 
Sergeant D . 
Sergeant P. 
Sergeant J. 
Sergeant B. 

F . 
F . 
P . 
A . 
R . 
S. 

Smith 
Stockman 

Britt 
P. Chambers 
Lay 

Beadle 
Lacey 

J. Delamare 
P. Beasley 
C . Henry 
Dutton 

W . Fuller 
Barr 

W . O a r k e 
Frost ' . . . 

J. Leonard 
Cockcroft 
Y o u n g 
B . Jones 

M c K e e 
, F . E . Mortimore 

W . Griffiths 
Common 
Tanner 

M . Kerr 
Boyle 

A . Dodtnan 
C . Gray 
Cokayne 
H . Webley 
O'Connel l 

Brown 
R. Barnden 

Brown 
Clothier 

Ashurst 
Dolan 

A . Askham 
G . T . Andrews .. . 
A . M c G r e g o r 
A . Atheriey 

F . Moffat 
J. Lasota 
P . Cain 
R . Lawrence 

9 th Regimen I 
3rd Reg,menf 
59th Regiment ( T . A . ) 
School of Signals 
228 Squadron 
50th Regiment ( T . A . ) 
22nd Regiment 
19th Regiment 
ibth Reg.ment 
28th Regiment 

260 Squadron 
48th Regiment ( T . A . ) 
R . A . C . Centre 
School of Artillery 
ist Regiment 
64th Regiment ( T . A . ) 
13th R e g j n e n t 
235 Squadron 
59th Regiment 
30th Regiment 
262 Squadron 
246 Squadron 
is t Regiment 
is t Regiment 
is t Regiment 
Junior Leaders Regiment 
Nottingham University O . T . C . 
School of Signals 
4th Regiment 
208 Squadron 
Sth Regiment 
Junior Leaders Regiment 
30th Regiment 
is t Regiment 
2nd Regiment, R . A . , Sig. Troop 
22nd Regiment 
13th Regiment 
9th Regiment 
2nd Reg.ment 
ist Regiment 
is t Regiment 
ist R e g j n e n t 
ist R e g j n e n t 
is t Regiment 
4th Regiment 
A . A . S . , Harrogate 
4th Regiment 
Junior Leaders Regiment 
n t h Reg.ment 
24th Regiment 
Junior Leaders Regiment 
226 Squadron 
n t h Regiment (2 Squadron) 
2nd Regiment 
22nd Regiment 
3rd Regiment 
3rd Regiment 
209 Squadron 
7th Regiment 
is t Regiment 
is t Regiment 
ist Regiment 
ist Regiment 

235 Squadron 
632 T r o o p 
28th Regiment 
19th Regiment 
222 Squadron 
2nd Regiment 
22nd Regiment 
30th Regiment 
School of Signals 
A . A . S . , Harrogate 
2ist Regiment 
249 Squadron 

W . O . I P . Lewis ... 
W . O . I A . G . Y o u n g 
W . O . I T . A . Vaughan 

T o H . Q . , Western Command 
„ 24th Regiment 
„ 41st Regiment ( T . A . ) 

Births 
H O L L A N D . — T o Captain and Mrs. G . A . M . Holland, 28th Regiment, 

at B . M . H . , Hostert, on 17th November. 1962, a son, Timothy Mark. 
F A R M E R . — T o Sergeant and Mrs. G . T . Farmer, a son, Paul Anthony, 

born at B . M . H . , Hostert, on 28th November, 1962. 

22nd Regiment 
B A X T E R . — T o Captain and Mrs . T . E . D . Baxter, at Lippstadt, a son, 

Christopher Robert, on 6th November, 1962. 
G I L H A M . — T o Lance-Corporal and Mrs. B. T . Gi lham, at B . M . H . , Iser-

lohn, a son, Mark Steven, on 5th November, 1962. 

C U R N O W . — T o Corporal and Mrs. A . F . J. Curnow, at B . M . H . , Iserlohn, 
a daughter, Karen Maureen, on 8th November, 1962. 

H O L M E S . — T o Corporal and Mrs. I . R . Hohnes, at B . M . H . , Iserlohn, a 
daughter, on 9th November , 1962. 

K N I P E . — T o Corporal and Mrs . B. D . Knipe ( R . E . M . E . , L . A . D . ) , at 
B . M . H . , Iserlohn, a son, Q i v e , on 13th November, 1962. 

B R O W N L I E . — T o Signalman and Mrs. R. B. Brownlie, at Lippstadt, a 
daughter, Jacqueline on 25th November, 1962. 

D O D D S — T o Corporal and 2vlrs. J. A . Dodds ( R . E . M . E . , L . A . D . ) , at 
B . M . H . , Iserlohn, a daughter, on is t December, 1962. 

Marriages 
M A S E F I E L D — W E A V E R . — C o r p o r a l P. Masefield on 17th November, 

1962, to Miss Joan Weaver, at Parish Church of A l l Saints', Castleford, 
Yorks. 

B E L L E W — D A V I E S . — S i g n a l m a n C . A . Bellew, 28th Regiment, to Miss 
Patricia Barbara Davies, at Swansea, on 27th October, 1962. 

J O N E S — M I A T T . — S - g n a l m a n R. A . Jones, 28th Regiment, to Miss 
Pamela Miatt , at Edmonton, Middlesex, on 24th October, 1962. 
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Marriages ( continued ) 
N E L S O N — D R I N K H I L L . — S i g n a l m a n J. W . Nelson, 28th Regiment, to 

Miss Anne Elizabeth Drinkhill, at York, on 27th October, 1962. 

Beatha 
S U T T O N - P R A T T . — O n ist December, 1962, Lieutenant-Colonel R. 

Sutton-Pratt, C.M.G., O.B.E., died suddenly in hospital at Liverpool. 
S C O T T . — C o l o n e l T . A . R. Scott, C.B.E., died on 21st November, 1962. 

H e was a L i f e M e m b e r of the Association. 
B R O W N . — O n 7th November, 1962, in East Afr ica , Signalman John 

Brown, 23835611, as a result of an accident. H e was a L i f e M e m b e r 
of the Association. 

K E E V I L . — A t his home in Camberley on 13th December, e x - R . S . M . R. 
H . Keevil . He served in the Corps from 1920 to 1930. Previous service 
in Royal Engineers. L i f e M e m b e r of the Association. 

L E E . — L a n c e - C o r p o r a l E . H. Lee died in December in the Sheffield Royal 
Infirmary at the age of 60. Served Royal Signals 1920 to 1932. and 
1941 to 1946- Home address: Flat 5, Page Hall, Cammell Road, 
Sheffield 4. Was an annual member of the Royal Signals Association, 
Shieffield Branch, from 1949 to 1958. 

C O X . — O n 19th December, ex-Sergeant A . E . Cox. A g e 52. Served 1942 
to 1946 and 1946 to 1952. Home address: SS, Watlington Street, Reading, 
Berks. 

S M I T H . — M a j o r A . G . Smith of 45th (Essex), killed as a result of road 
accic'ent 01 17th December. He was commissioned in 1941, and leaves a 

wife and two children to w h o m great sympathy is expressed. 

B O U N D V O L U M E S of " T H E W I R E ' 

We have available material to bind in book 

form 20 copies of the 1962 " W I R E . " 

Messes and individuals who require bound 

volumes should please let the Editor know 

as soon as possible. 

: P R I C E IS £2/10/0 

The P/essey Company (UK) Limited has vacancies for 

TESTER TROUBLE SHOOTERS 
and ELECTRO-MECHANICAL 

INSPECTORS 
with experience of multi-channel transmitters and 
receivers. Alternatively, candidates with a very sound 
knowledge of radio and T.V. would be acceptable. 
Consideration wil l also be given to applicants wi th 
considerable theoretical knowledge but no practical 
experience. 

These vacancies present excellent opportunities and we 
are prepared to train ex-Servicemen with experience of 
maintenance and repair of wireless transmitters, receivers 
and radar, etc. 

Very good working conditions and facilities. First-class 
rates of pay. Applicants wi th the requisite experience 
are Invited to wr i te to, or call at — 

The Employment Bureau 
The Plessey Company (UK) Limited 

Vicarage Lane, llford, Essex 
Plessey 

Promotions 
The following promotions were authorised up to the end of November, 

1962: 

Reg imonta l Duty Hostt^r 

T o W . O . I I 2549628 S Sgt. Catton, P. J. 

F o r e m a n of S ignals Rostor 
T o W . O . I 2549279 Dewitt , V . 

€hi « f C le rks Ros te r 
T o W . O . I 14454126 W . O . I I 

T o S Sgt. 22242569 Sgt. 
22804196 Sgt. 

Lewis , P. 

Davies, H. 
Cran, T . E . B. 

Signa l Centre Superv i so rs Roste r 
T o W . O . I I 22442394 A / W . O . I I Elliott, J. J. 

22584424 S Sgt. Coe, R. W . 

New Old 
Sen. No. Sen. No. 

4550 4134 

620 730 

240 390 

950 n i o ( A d m . ) 
960 1040 (Adm.) 

Teciinical Roste r 
T o Sgt. 23479934 Cpl . 

22967469 Cpl. 
2349758s Cpl . 
23492867 C p l . 

Fie ld Rostor 
T o Sgt. 23241565 Cpl . 

22247538 Cpl . 
19171048 Cpl . 

Adminis t ra t ive Ros te r 
T o Sgt. 22448001 Cpl . 

22804794 Cpl . 
22973572 Cpl . 
22342694 Cpl . 

Harvey, D . K . 
Tricker, R . L . 
Thornber, P. A . 
Carey, J. R . 

1210 
1220 

3770 
3785 
3840 
3860 

410 
4 5 ° 

i 

Bell, E. G . 3500 3530 
Pritchard, G . E . J. 3510 3580 
C o x , F . H. J. 3264 390 

Abberley, T . A . 
Smith, A . 
Armitage, T . K . 
Williams, J. 

250 
610 

2510 
2520 
2404 2114 
2340 180 

D E L E T I O N S 

Reg imenta l Duty Roste r 
W . O . I 40 550 620 
W . O . I I 2870 4320 
S Sgt. 1430 1910 3700 4320 6104 

Chief C le rks Roste r 
W . O . I 100 

Signal Centre Superv isors Ros te r 
W . O . I 290 250 

Technica l Ros te r 
Sgt. 2600 

Opera t ing Ros te r 
Sgt. 2470 1060 6980 

Fie ld Roste r 
Sgt. 3480 1620 1460 1170 

Admin is t ra t ive Ros te r 
Sgt. 1580 

I N S E R T I O N S 

Reg imenta l Duty Roste r 

W . O . I I 
S Sgt. 

2323215 
2355032 

New Sen. No. 
Creed, A . J. 594 
Johnstone, R. 480 

The Signalman 

itnarterly Journal of the Mndian Corps of 
Signals 

Many members of the Corps, serving and retired, will 
retain happy memories of service in India and of old friends 
left behind there. W h y not keep these ties alive by purchasing 
" T h e Signalman," published quarterly by the Indian Corps of 
Signals in January, April, July and October each year. 

Price per copy by surface mail 2/-
Price per copy by air mail 6/-
Annual subscription (surface mail) ... 6/-
Li fe subscription £5 

This is an excellent publication and contains much oi interest 
to those who have served in India. 

Application, with full postal address, to the EditOT, " T h e 
Signalman," School of Signals, Mhow, India. 
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THE ASSOCIATION OF SERVICE NEWSPAPERS ADVERTISEMENT PAGES, 
t 7 / t 8 JERMYN STREET, ST. JAMES'S, S.V/.I. TEL. V\rHITEHALL 2504 

FORD MAKES IT EASY 
TO O W N Y O U R O W N CAR 

m 

SPECIAL OVERSEAS PURCHASE TERMS 
Whether you are being posted abroad or are at present serving abroad, 
you can have priority delivery of a brand new Ford car; and for those 
serving outside Europe, special shipment can be arranged. You've a 
choice from a full range of caxS) free of U.K. purchase tax. 
• Tax-free use in the U.K.—prior to shipment • Hire purchase terms 
available • Shipment overseas arranged • World-wide Service and 
parts availability 

The Ford range of quality cars includes: Anglia de luxe saloon and 
Estate car; Consul Classic 315; Capri; Zephyr and Zodiac saloons. 

m 
Anglia Consul 315 Mk III. Zodiac 

INT . F. 34 

For c o m p l e t e de ta i ls of Persona l Expor t S c h e m e , c o n t a c t your local Ford d e a l e r o r 

F O R D M O T O R C O M P A N Y L T D • 8 8 R E G E N T S T R E E T • L O N D O N W 1 • T e l : R E G E N T 7 2 7 2 
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THE ASSOCIATION OF SERVICE NEWSPAPERS ADVERTISEMENT PAGES, 
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PARK DRIVE 
"Like them? 

Of course 
we like them!" 

We like the Genuine Taste of the good tobacco. 
We like the price and we like the value. 
You can't ask more of a cigarette. You should try them. 

1 3 ^ 5 FOR TWENTY 
Also TIPPED at 2/10 FOR TWENTY 

PARK DRIVE 

By Appointment 
To Her Majesty The Queen 

Match Manufacturers 
Bryant & May Ltd. 

The best 
you ever struck 
B R I T I S H M A D E by B R Y A N T & M A Y 

QUEEN ANNE 
RARE S C O T C H WHISKY 

T H E F I N E S T S C O T C H W H E R E V E R YOU A R E ! T 
C H W H E R E V E R Y O U A R E ! T H E F I N E S T S C O T q 
E ^ T S C O T C H W H E R E V E R Y O U A R E ! T H E F l l j 
E! T H E F I N E S T S C O T C H W H E R E V E R Y O U A | 
R Y O U A R E ! T H E F I N E S T S C O T C H W H E R E 
W H E R E V E R Y O U A R E ! T H E F I N E S T S C O T f 
S C O T C H W H E R E V E R Y O U A R E ! T H E F I N ^ 
E F I N E S T S C O T C H WHEREVEF^ Y O U A R J 
U A R E ! T H E F I N E S T S C O T C H W H E R E y 
REVER Y O U A R E ! T H E F I N E S T S C O X j 
T C H W H E R E V E R Y O U A R E ! T H E ) 
N E S T S C O T C H W H E R E V E R YOy 
R E ! T H E F I N E S T S C O T C H W H 
ER Y O U A R E ! T H E F I N E J 
H W H E R E V E R Y ^ 
S T S C O T C J i 
T H E F l l i 
YOU . 

F I N E S T S C O T C H W H E R E V E R 
T S C O T C H W 

.YOU A R E ! T H E 
,EREVER Y O U 

CH W H E R E 
S T S C O T 

T H E FIN 
OU AR. 
EREVE 
i O T C H 
[NEST 

! T H 
Y O 

W H E 
S C O 

IHE F l 
OU A 
EREV 

C O T Q 
E F INE 

'OU A R E l 
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I Forthcoming Events | 
I71I1 M««Dttng of the Branch Representatives of 

the Royal Signals 
which will be combined with the 17th Special General Meeting will 
be held at the Duke of York's Barracks on Saturday, 20th April, 1963. 

: i»th Meeting of the Central Committee, Royal 
Signals Association 

will be held on 30th May, 1963. 

Tlitt ("orps Weekend, Reunion and Illtli Annual 
General Meeting of the Association 

will be held on 30th June, 1963. 

Itoyal Signals Institution Lectures, 1963 
Tuesday, 2nd April, " The Reserve Army," Colonel G. H. T . Shrimpton, 
C.B.E., T.D., 6 p.m., at North Hall, Training Brigade, Royal Signals, 
Catterick Camp, Yorks. 

Tuesday, 24th September, " Joint Communications," Major-General A. M. 
W. Whistler, C.B.E., 6 p.m., North Hall, Training Brigade, Royal Signals, 
Catterick Camp, Yorks. 

Thursday, 26th September, ' The Royal Canadian Signals," Major J. G. 
Berry. C.D., B.sc., Royal Canadian Signal Corps, 6 p.m., at the T.A. Centre, 
47th Regiment, T . A . , Duke of York's Headquarters, Chelsea, S.W.3. 

Tuesday, 26th November, " Procurement of Signal Equipment," Major-
General R. J. Moberly, C.B., O.B.E., 6 p.m., at North Hall, Training Brigade, 
Royal Signals, Catterick Camp, Yorks. 

A Member may bring two guests to the above Lectures. 

Royal Signals Rugby Football Club Fixtures, 
2nd March Oxford Greyhounds—Oxford 
20th March Royal Military Academy, Sandhurst 

—Camberley 

Royal Signals lloclcey Club Fixtures, 1963 
12th February R.A.—Woolwich 
13th February R.M.C.S.—Aldershot 
14th February Aldershot Services—Aldershot 
20th March Welbeck College—Welbeck 
I2th-I5th April Scarborough Hockey Festival—Scar-

borough 
Royal Signals Association Football Club Fixtures, 

19(13 
6th February 
9th February 
20th February 

R.E.M.E.—Catterick. 
Sheffield University—Sheffield. 
Durham University—Durham. 

« I F T TO I N D I A X SIGNAL CORPS 
Long in possesion of the Association has been a photograph 

of the officers of the Indian Signal Corps who were in attendance 
at the Coronation of his late Majesty King George VI on 12th 
May 1937. Many of Royal Signals will remember with affec-
tion Subadar Major Jiwan Singh, Subadar Major Panchanadan, 
Subadar Sowar Khan and Subadar Ram Singh. 

ITie photograph is now on its way to India as a gift to the 
Indian Corps of Signals. 

ROYAL SIGNALS A M A T E U R R A M O SOCIETY 
The Committee wishes all members a highly successful year 

in 1963 and hopes that all annual subscriptions due will be 
beamed to 

Major L. Bea'.imont, 240 Signal Squadron (Northern 
Command), Imphal Barracks, Fulford Road, York, 
Yorkshire, 

ns early as possible. 

A N N U A L SUBSCRIBERS ' ADDRESSES 
Many copies of THE WIRE and of the Royal Signals 

List are returned by the Post Office with a note that 
the subscriber's address is unknown. 

Will all annual subscribers please tell the Editor 
in good time of their new address. 

mniiiiiiiiiiiiiHiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiMiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiniiimiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiH 

Government Communications 
Headquarters 

T E C H N I C A L S I G N A L S 
O F F I C E R S 

2 pensionable posts for officers trained and 

experienced in the technical aspects of radio. 

A g e : normally at least 30 on i s t January, 

1963, but younger men may be considered if 

exceptionally well qualified. Duties demand 

capacity for individual work of a research 

nature and for the direction of teams engaged 

on suc'ii wr.vk. Candidates must be serving, 

or have served, in 

(i) the K )yal N a v y as Communications 

Officer 3, or officers of the Electrical 

Branch or Naval Instruction Branch; 

or (ii) the A r m y as officers (a) of the Royal 

Corps of Signals or R.E.M.E. , or (b) 

of any other Arm, provided that they 

either have a technical degree or have 

passed the Technical Staff Course. 

Technical radio or radar experience 

is essential; 

or (iii) the R . A . F . as Communications 

Officers or Technical Signals Officers. 

K n o w l e d g e of, or interest in, the com-

mimications or trajectories of earth satellites 

is desirable for at least one post. Salary on 

national scale £ i , 3 4 7 - £ i , 7 0 4 or £ 1 , 7 0 4 -

£ 2 , 1 3 6 according to qualifications and ex-

perience; starting salary on lower scale may 

be above minimum. Promotion prospects. 

Write to Personnel Officer, G . C . H . Q . , Oakley, 

Priors Road, Cheltenham, Glos . , for applica-

tion form. Closing date 31st January, 1963. 
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Sergeant J. Preece executing a "Beat attack, point to leg en fleche" 
on Corporal I. Houghton 

Regiments 
n i l IIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIllllMllilill lilll Ililllllllllillllllllllllllll 

I s t K K f i I M K > T 

T h e last months of the year are invariably full of inspections 
•and 1962 is no different. T h e Regimental Training School has 
opened once again and drivers and operators, N.C.O. cadres 
and operators from R.A.C. Regiments are applying themselves 
to their studies. All this warrants little amplification, so a few 
words on fencing may be of interest. 

Royal Signals have always been among the strongest sup-
porters of Army fencing, and ist Regiment in particular has a 
long fencing tradition. T h e Regiment has, in fact, had a team 
in the Army Finals at Aldershot every year since 1956. W e 
have had various degrees of success and in the last two years 
achieved third and fourth places. 

On our home ground the Regiment has been B.A.O.R. Cham-
pions in 1961 and 1962. 

T h e success of the regimental team can largely be attributed 
to two people—S.S.M. Walker, late of 2 Squadron and now 
serving in JVlalaya, and C.S.M.I. W. Woollard, A.P.T.C., our 
Fencing Master. Each year a team has been built up and com-
plete novices have been turned into competent fencers. T h e team 
is once again in full training and is fortunate to have five of the 
successful 1961/1962 team to build up on. T o gain experience 
regular matches are fought against civilian clubs in Bremen, 
Hanover and Nienburg, whose standard is usually higher than 
ours. Sergeant J. Preece, Sergeant W . Boyd and Corporal I. 
Houghton are our old members who will be with us in 1963. 
Lieutenant C. Blessington, the other old hand, is leaving in the 
spring for Catterick where, no doubt, he will carry on the 
fencing tradition. 

T h e new members are S.S.M. D. Hunter and the Foreman of 
Signals, Staff Sergeant R. Lund. These two have already been 
blooded in friendly matches and will attend a fencing course in 
the New Year. 

Brigadier P. C. Worthington M.C. discussing points wi th the Regi-
mental Fencing Master, C.S.M.I. W. Woollard, A.P.T.C. 

T h e action photograph, for the benefit of those who fence 
shows Sergeant Preece executing a " Beat attach, point to leg en 
fleche." Corporal Houghton is the opponent who did not get 
his leg out of the way in time. 

With a few more matches ahead against civilian and Army 
teams we hope to repeat our previous successes in 1963 and 
keep the Corps in the forefront of Army Fencing. 

Brigadier P. C. Worthington M.C., Ist Division, signing the visitors 
book in the Salle with fencing trophies displayed. 

imiMiimnMiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiniiiitiHiiiiiniinmiiiiiiMniiii^ 

The following goods are available from Association Headquarters : 

Corps Ties—Heavy Weave 7/6 
Woollen 8/6 
Terylene 1 1 / -

Corps Scarves—Woollen 2 1 / -
Rayon Squares 2 1 / -

Cravats—Terylene 2 1 / -
Corps Cuff Links 8/6 
Association Buttonhole Badges or Brooches 3 / -
Blazer Badges 4 5 / -
Crested Ash Trays 4/6 

Members only 

Blazer Buttons—Large (each) 2/3 
Small (each) 1/8 

Motor Car Badges (enamelled in Corps 
Colours 

in Corps 
3 5 / -

Motor Cycle Badges (enamelled in Corps 
Colours) 

in Corps 
20/-

Corps Plaques 29/6 Plus postage 
Corps Diaries (available each year between November and 

February. Apply to Headquarters for Order Form). 

Please Send Cash With Order for all the above articles. 

IIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIHIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIMIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIinilHIIIIIIIIIIIIUIIIIIIimilllUIIIIIII 

iO T H E W I R E , J A N U A R Y 1963: 



THE ASSOCIATION OF SERVICE NEWSPAPERS ADVERTISEMENT PAGES, 
67/68 JERMYN STREET, ST. JAMES'S, S W . l . TEL. V/HITEHALL 2504 

with 
Palmolive 

Every Palmolive shave is close, clean, comfortable. That's 
because Palmohve shaving creams contain special beard-
softening ingredients for close shaving. Are hght-textured for 
clean shaving. Contain skilfully blended oils to soothe and 
condition the skin. You'll get a close, clean shave and luxurious 
comfort, every time, with Palmolive. 

P A L M O U V E 
S H A V I N G C R E P ^ 

LATHER OR BRUSHLESS 
Also sticks, and Rapid Shave—the new instant lather 

MORE MEN USE PALMOLIVE THAN ANY OTHER SHAVING CREAM 

1 / 6 3 - 2 Printed in Great Britain 

I k S t k h ^ t t ^ - i k j x t k 

BOOTH'S 

HIGH & DRY 

Both made from 100% grain spirit; both distilled in the City. 

SUPPLEMENT No. 2 - P A G E ONE 



THE ASSOCIATION OF SERVICE NEWSPAPERS ADVERTISEMENT PAGES, 
67 /68 lERMYN STREET, ST. JAMES'S, S . W . I . TEL. WHITEHALL 2504 

Everything 

savoury 

is twice as 

nice with 

C ROSSE & B LACKWELL 

BRANSTON PICKLE 
It's Ten-o'clock 
-tested 

By Appointment to Her Maiesty The Queen 
Hiscuit Manufacturers, reek f-rean ^ Co. Limited 

MR. PEEK AND MIL FREAN 

When jou're posted abroad, bj 

air or sea, remember that there is 

a fine selection of Peek Frean's 

biscuits at /our destination. 

P E E K F R E A N 
Makers of Famous Disa/its 

m Smedleg's 
-CANNED AND QUICK FROZEN FOODS 

SUPPLEMENT No. 2 - P A G E T W O 

S M E D L E Y ' S • W H Y T E L E A F E • S U R R E Y 

Printed in Great Britain 



2 n d I t E G I M E N T a r d R E G I M E N T 

Left to right: Lieutenant-Colonel Hoerder, Colonel Fletcher, Major 
General Moberly, Brigadier Charlton, Major Sherratt 

A t Radio Village during the demonstration for the Representative 
Colonel Commandant 

This year the culmination of our season's training involved a 
two-sided Brigade Exercise called " Autumn Double," which 
took place from I5I!h-i8th October. Although .the Brigade 
Squadrons were all very mobile, we as a Regiment remained 
static throughout the five-day Exercise on an area of " neutral 
territory" in the middle of tihe batde zone. Our job was to 
provide the communications for the control and co-ordinating 
staff. Charlie Troop was out in force some days before the 
m'ain party arrived laying the considerable amount of cable 
which was required for the inevitably large organisation. T h e 
main body of the Regiment arrived two days before the Exercise 
was due to start. There was some consternation on arrival 
wihen visibiEty was down to ten yards due to fog and some 
of the more important signs such as " N o Entry," " Latrines " 
and " Cookhouse " were not to be seen. However, people soon 
found their bearings by listening to the odd and at times most 
interesting voices floating across the fields ! Once battle was 
joined we aU became very busy, but endeavoured to keep our-
selves in the battle picture. T h e front line passed us twice 
and a parachute drop of l o Parachute (London) Battalion, T .A. , 
was not far away from our position. T h e G.O.C. ended the 
Exercise early on an unexpectedly high note when i i Brigade 
put in a sharp counter-attack against 12 Brigade in the early 
hours of the morning of the i8th. W e returned to Barracks the 
next day and immediately started preparations for our demon-
stration the following week. 

On the 23rd October we were honoured by a visit from 
the Representative Colonel Commandant, Major-General R. J. 
Moberly, C.B., O.B.E. He was accompanied by Brigadier M . A. 
Charlton, O.B.E., C.C.R. Signals I (BR.) Corps, and Colonel 
R. C. Fletcher, Assistant Director of Electronic Equipment. 

Despite the heavy mist, the party arrived most punctually and 
Major-General Moberly started his visit by inspecting the 
Quarter Guard, commanded by Sergeant G . Christie, Troop 
Sergeant of Charlie Troop. After a short briefing in Regimental 
Headquarters on the office machinery trials (" Fresh V i e w " ) , 
which we have been carrying out for the last two years, the 
party moved off by car to some nearby farms where the 
Regiment was deployed as it wotild be in the field. Major-
General Moberly took this opportunity to chM with as many 
of the men as time permitted and he showed great interest 
in the many new and varied equipments and the revised pro-
cedures and techniques used by the Regiment. On returning to 
the camp, he was entertained to drinks, together with our 
G.O.C., Major-General M . A. H. Butler, C.B.E., D.S.O., M.C., by 
the Warrant Officers and Sergeants in their Mess. After Itmch-
ing in the Officers' Mess our guests departed for Minden to 
see 2 i i t h Squadron. 

Exorc i se " W i n g e d Coacl inian " 
The Ope ra t i ona l P i c tu re 

Those who follow the exciting serial story of the life of this 
Regiment will recall that we have been preparing for Exercise 
" Winged Coachman." 

T h e great day came at last and Joint Force H.Q.—3rd Divi-
sion and 38 Group R.A.F.—^was set up at Keevil. T h e object 
of this strategic reserve exercise was to fly to Northern Ireland 
more than 2,000 troops on light scales, using medium range 
Beverley, Argosy and Hastings aircraft and the long range 
Britannias. 

T h e setting of the exercise was the flying in of a Brigade 
Group to defend an invaded country, with whom Great Britain 
has a treaty obligation. T h e concept was of a limited war oper-
aition, mounted and supplied mainly by air. 

A main object of the exercise was to test the Joint Force H.Q., 
and in this test the Regiment played a major part. T o quote 
the Military Correspondent of " T h e Daily Telegraph " — " A n 
experiment is being carried out by 3 Division H.Q. in stream-
lining all communication, clerical and administrative elements 
being integrated under command of the divisional signal regi-
ment." W e did not on this exercise all take to the air, as we 
have done before, but a part only of the Regiment flew in to 
Northern Ireland to help support 51 Infantry Brigade Group. 

W e provided the usual communioations for an operation of 
this kind : operational, administrative, air support, air main-
tenance radio links, radio relay, line. Signals Despatch Service, 
comcens and swiltohboards. They worked well, the result of 
many long hours of work by aU ranks both preceding and during 
the exercise. 

T h e exercise coincided, as all our exercises seem to do, with 
bad weather : blizzards in Northern Ireland and Scotland, and 
near blizzards and mud and ice in Keevil. T h e worst November 
for 61 years said the newspapers—and we believed it! 

Bad weather conditions caused the exercise to end somewhat 
earlier—^there were few sad faces. As is normal under these 
circumstances, casualties in the Force appeared to be divided 
equally between exposure and burns sustained while lighting 
fires to avoid exposure. 

Security requirements prevent our disclosing the six-sevenths 
communications iceberg that lies beneath the water, but much 
of great interest took place during the crowded hours of Exercise 
" Winged Coachman." 

Tiie P e r s o n a l P i c tu re . It was a cold but bright day 
when we set our course towards Keevil, in the deep interior 
of the English countryside. W e passed many places steeped 
in tradition, with quaint tea shops and small hostelrys, which 
we Army c iaps were forbidden to stop at lest we forgot our 
aim in life. 

We reached Keevil after an hoiu: and many miles of travelling. 
T h e weather was still fine, and all backs were bent to the wheel, 
noses went to the grindstone, and work was begun. 

T h e first job was to find a place to sleep, and then to move 
our kit into this place, which would be our place of rest for a 
week or more (according to how much it rained). These places 
were chosen with care and attention. Making siu:e that they 
were on a firm base, and of a comfortable disposition. When 
we had finished it was a paradise. N o other in the land could 
have imagined that we would be sleeping here. In fact, neither 
did we. T h e Army has a great imagination. 

Very soon after settiing in the heating arrived in the form 
of oil stoves. It was possible to heat water to a warmness on 
(these in large cans, but in the main we had to use cold water. 
Soon there was more water to come, just for the taking. As 
a tip to the reader, not all visitors welcomed the water supply. 
Some preferred to get their water from things called " Jerri-
cans." 

During the week the Big Chiefs from the main Tepee came 
to see us in aaion. T h e y had come from such grand sounding 
places as "Southern C o m m a n d " and " W a r Office." 

Later still some film cameras were around for a couple of 
days. It was noted that vs'liile filming was in progress that a 
remark passed by a certain Warrant Officer of " Have you got 
Ena Sharpie with you? " was answered by a very unwarranted 
reply of " D o you mind ! " This was the gist we received, so 
the reader can have his own ideas of the actual answer to the 
gendeman. Some Operators volunteered for duty. 
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Excercise " W I N G E D C O A C H M A N " 

Part of the Ai r Portable Joint Receiver Tent 

T h e n came the frosts. T h e transmitter site was deep in mud 
already, before the rains, and with rain during die day and frost 
at night the transmitter site slowly sank, f inkly looking like a 
ship stuck in the mud with masts forlornly pointing to the sky. 
But Che rain won. It became like a swamp. Everywhere you 
trod you invited a bootful of mud. Then someone, like a hover-
ing angel, appeared with duckboards. But once mud had got 
onto the duckboards it proved just as tricky to get from A to B. 
Most of the time though, it appeared that the persons respon-
sible for laying the duckboards had missed the deepest of the 
mud. A t night the duckboards were particularly dangerous as, 
if one did not have good eyesight it was possible to miss the 
edge of the duckboard and go toppling into the mud. One 
Signalman did this, and in the silence of the night, toppled head 
first into the m.ud. T h e R.E.JVI.E. Recovery Team, having failed 
to pull him out had to leave him there, and it is rumoured that 
someone forgot about him. 

W e were allowed out on off duty periods, and the nearest 
village being some miles away by road, and no transpon avail-
able, a short cut was used. This shorn cut had a river near it. 
One Signalman coming back late one evening mistook the width 
of the river, tried to jump it, was out of breath by the time he 
got there, and fell in with a resounding splash. T w o others 
were laughing on the bank, so they were promptly thrown in. 
AU three arrived back in theiir sleeping accommodation w i A 
trousers, boots and other clothes like a suit of ice. They had 
to choose the coldest night of the Exercise to go swimming. 

Keeping warm was such that several ideas arose. One was 
putting an inspection light in the bed. This was stopped as it 
tended to burn the bed; a soldier, who put a water bottle full 
of hoc water in his bed, found the cork had come out when he 
went to climb into his blankets. One Sergeant even sat on a 
Valor stove to get his knowledge warmed up. 

W e had a cinema. It looked like an old church. It was 
cold in there until they brought in some braziers, then it was 
warm but with a coke smell. Al l the same, though the films 
though old, were good. One night a bulb in the projector burst 
with a loud bang. And veteran soldiers that we are, took no 
notice; from under the chairs and tables where we were we 
could see that nothing was wrong. 

Finally, we had to leave this paradise. Packing up the R.H.Q. 
swimming pool, taking away the Comcen link with " G " (which, 
by the way, the G Q e r k s said the R.S.lVl. did not need as they 
could hear him anyway), we said farewell to KeevU, hearing 
as we went, what sounded like faint appeals for help from a 
Signalman still stuck head first in the mud. 

4th B E U I M E X T 
News first of an Administrative Inspection with a difference. 

It was carried out on 14th November by Major-General J. V . 
Allard, C.B.E., D.s.O., E.D., c.D. 

It was a refreshing change from the usual, in that there was 
no fiendish preparation with the paint brush, and no ceremonial 
parade on the day. Instead, the G.O.C. spent his time looking 
at the Regiment at work. 

One of his first calls was to " H . Q . " Squadron accommodation, 
where he saw the " new look " barrack rooms arranged as bed-
sitters. A competition was being held to encourage the rearrange-
ment of furniture, and the purchase of lamps, tablecloths, pictures 
— o n e room even had a T V set—and to generally make the rooms 
a bit more like home. He was amused to find that the cooks' 
idea of home included lace curtains at the windows, tied back with 
ribbons. 

He watched " Charlie " Troop doing a cable-laying race over 
an obstacle course. Signalman Rogers, doing a Tarzan-type 
traverse between two trees, the cable firmly clenched between his 
teeth, nearly came to grief and finished up with a somewhat en-
larged mouth. 

Almost his final call was to our very comfy and homely 
W.V.S. loimge, where he talked to Mrs. Devitt, our ovra W.V.S. 
Organiser, and achieved a quick win on the magnetic soccerette 
board against Lieutenant-Colonel Hutchins, but obviously playing 
Canadian rules! 

W e reckon it was a good day, anyway, we were given a Regi-
mental week-end to recover, before we start on the next major 
project, Christmas planning. 

T h e unit rugby has sprung to Ufe this season. It centres 
around the disused sports pavilion which has been tidied up by 
the Rugby Club members and is now quite presentable. T w o 
fifteens are running, and have enjoyed a fair amount of success. 
Perhaps the most notable win was the terrific tussle with 7th 
Regiment on 29th November, when this " local Derby " exploded 
into a battle of giants. Seldom has one seen such a whole-hearted 
display by 30 men intent on winning a game. Many young and 
keen novices have been recruited to the game. It is hoped that 
next season will show the profit and possibly provide new figures 
for Corps honours. 

Following the administrative inspection, 2 Squadron took to 
the field engaged in Exercise " Yagi Bare," testing V H F wire 
dipoles; strange arrays known locally as " Skellyvateds " graced 
the Westphalian sky. Such was the success of the initial exercise 
that a further " Yagi Bare " took place. Snow fell, nights were 
cold, and volunteers for the Trucial Oman appeared in the 
Squadron Office overnight. 

" H.Q." Squadron has suddenly gone mad, or at least the 
senior ranks, with a great Keep Fit (please note, KEEP not GET) 
campaign in the form of badminton and other sporting activities 
in the evenings. T h e original draft of this part of the notes 
contained a crack about drinking, but this has been deleted. 

K.A.P.E. '62 now; rather belatedly, news of the Regiment's 
K.A.P.E. effort. 

T h e K.A.P.E. Team provided by the Regiment, spent four 
weeks in the U . K . ; three weeks " Kaping " and one recovering. 
Our area was the north-east of U.K. , and tovms visited were 
Leeds, Batley, Keighjey, Normanton, Scarborough and Redcar. 

On arrival of the team at Leeds, we were billetted in 
Knostrop Camp, which was affectionately called " T h e nest of 
blankets " by our O.C., Captain D . S. Lloyd. T h e civilians 
administering this camp really believed that war had been de-
clared when we drove our vehicles into the camp, because we 
were the first regulars to use it since the end of World War II. 

Numerous incidents occurred during the tour which were 
humorous; the more notable ones being when we saw " Quick-
silver " become " bogged down." Thanks heavens we had small 
vehicles. On another occasion, the team senior N.C.O. , Staff 
Sergeant (now W.O.II) H. Miller, was granted the " Freedom of 
a certain Borough " by an elderly gentleman. Being an inquisi-
tive person, he made investigations by speaking to a local " up-
holder of the law." T h e elderly gentleman turned out to be a 
local crank who imagined the Mayor was his father, and the 
constable said, " N e v e r mind old Herbert, he's harmless." 
Needless to say, one day that borough is going to be amazed 
to see a Battalion of Gurkhas marching through the main streets, 
" with bayonets fixed and drums beating . . . " Then old Herbert 
will no longer be harmless! 

Scarborough was the testing ground. W e spent our time in 
Burniston Barracks and found that one can become used to 
fish-and-chips for breakfast, lunch and dinner, when one wishes 
to keep one's spare cash for " Kaping " in the local dance hall. 
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Lance Corporal Brittenden operating his C4I det at the MEET 
THE ARMY display at Leeds 

A well-earned rest during KAPE 

Staff Sergeant Scott, Q Tp, wi th the GOC 4 Division 

Our meetings with the public tried us somewhat, but the 
training we received before leaving Germany proved extremely 
useful. Trying to convince an old-age pensioner from Batley that 
they don't use Siemens T i o o o R teleprinters in the local betting 
shop can prove a little embarrassing. When an operator is con-
fronted by a zealous radio amateur, eager to know the intricacies 
of the radio equipment, you are convinced that one must always 
be up-to-date in your trade. 

Young girls, having just left their fiances in the local milk 
bar, and eager to join the W.R.A.C. and show Alfie that their 
engagement is definitely off, should ALWAYS be passed to the 
W.R.A.C. element of die team! 

We have not been informed of the exact number of potential 
recruits we gained for Royal Signals, but we got a definite one, 
and he is now undergoing training at Catterick. Needless to say, 
his name is Miller, and he shares the same parents as a certain 
W.O.II of the Corps. 

7lh KKUIMENT 
T h e pattern of life in B.A.O.R. changes little year by year 

as far as die last two months are concerned—only the detail 
alters. 

On the properly appointed date, the regimental pyrotechnics 
officer. Lieutenant (T.O.T.) Lees, gave us another enjoyable 
firework display on the sports field, in which he was uninten-
tionally assisted by numerous young amateurs. T h e usual 
gentleman from the Polized turned up with lengthy written 
orders, in iJie midst of which appeared two words, " Guy 
Fawkes "—quite >the shortest words in hds orders needless to 
say. It was a pity that it took almost an hour to find anyone 
prepared to swear what was the year of The original occurrence! 

T h e Administrative Inspection came and went in a veritable 
sea of paint. In Block I a member of the Regiment struck 
the Inspecting Officer and knocked him down. 

T h e Regiment was also visited by the Corps Commander, 
Lieutenant-General K . T . Darhng, as a prelude to a projected 
visit by the Minister of Defence. He appeared to be quite 
favourably impressed and asked several racher searching 
questions, for example (to a Troop Commander), " How many 
of your men habitually go without breakfast? " W e now await 
t!he Minister in a few days time, when it is planned to put on 
a demonstration in the forest on the Bad Salzuflen side of the 
tunnel under idhe auitobahn. 

Past members of the Regiment, and particularly those who 
have commuted from Bad Sulzuflen to Maresf idd Barracks, may 
be interested that on either side of the tunnel there is now a 
service road leading to a new " Tankste l le" on both lanes, 
which is stiU under construction, it appears that there will not 
he an " ausfahrt " on our doorstep as was once thought possible. 

In the world of spon, we became runners-up in the 4th 
Division Rugby when we went down 0-17 to the present Army 
Champions, the Welsh Guards. T h e match was far closer than 
the score would suggest, but the best side undoubtedly won. 
Conditions in Dortmund, where the final was played, were 
very hard and slippery—the ground being frozen to a depth 
of several inchcs. ,Similar conditions were encountered in 
the Army Cup football, when we were beaten by 22nd 
Regiment 4-5 after extra time. Again the best side won, but 
only after a hard and tough game by bofli sides—euphemistic-
ally called a " needle match." In fairness we must record that 
the side from the other place were only ten strong after their 
goalkeeper hit the back of his head on the iron-hard ground and 
got concussed—we wish him a speedy recovery. In the hockey 
we are still in the running, having defeated 4 Division Engineers 
4-1 and I (BR.) Corps Troops, Column R.A.S.C. i-o. 

T h e cross-country runners are going great guns, their latest 
success being a resounding victory over 32 Panzer Grenadier 
Battalion from Detmold, when Corporal Escort again lowered 
the course record. It is indeed a pity that he and two other 
of our best runners will not be available in the 4tih Divisional 
team championship. T h e wild Irish game of shinty continues 
with zest in the gymnasium (Block I) and accounts for the 
demise of the Administrative Inspecting Officer, Brigadier 
Charlton, as reported above. 

Moto rcyc l c T o j i m I '«r!«onaliti«»i 
Se rgeant K . M . S laughter • Sergeant H . Sankey 

T h e Army Motor Cycle Trials Championship has been the 
subject of separate reports and further comment would be 
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superfluous. However, readers may like to know something 
of ithe team members that this year came third in this hard 
fought and strenuous event. Sergeant K. M. Slaughter, who 
won Che trophy for the best Royal Signals' rider, has been a 
keen motor cyclist for 22 years, starting as long ago as 1939, 
when he was employed in a motor cycle repair garage in 
Scarborough. His early attempts were as a member of Scar-
borough and District fvlotor Qub, where he took part in many 
photograph and propaganda trials. The war years limited his 
riding experiences to the training of D.R.s and his own employ-
ment as such. It was not until 1947 that Sergeant Slaughter 
again took up competition riding. 

During 1956-58 he took advantage of his only U.K. tour to 
ride in Bradford and District Motor Cycle Q u b events. In 
these he rode his own 350 c.c. A.J.S., winning at one stage the 
Triumph Cup. These club trials resulted in his gaining not 
only valuable experience but some 30 trophies. Up to January, 
1959, he had collected 62 awards, which are at present in store 
in U.K. Following this series, he rode in German club trials 
whilst at Verden and gained a gold medal. He has represented 
7th Armoured Division Signal Regiment, 5 Training Regiment 
and ist Signal Squadron, K.A.R., and, of course, currently 7th 
Signal Regiment. When with 5 Tank Regiment he helped 
them win the Army Championsbip in 1958 and during his stay 
with 7th Armoured they held an imdefeated record. This was 
the pattern for his stay with the Regiment, for again last 
season was an undefeated one for ourselves. 

In all these years he has suffered no serious spills and cannot 
recollect any instance of fatal accident. He considers that if a 
rider stays within his known limits then it is a fairly safe 
pastime. It does involve quite a degree of common sense and 
in Sergeant Slaughter's opinion .the " ton-up" type is most 
unlikely to make a succes^ul trials rider. 

A second member of the team is Sergeant H. Sankey. In 
this particular event he gained a Second Class Award. He has 
been riding 14 years, 12 of which have been in Royal Signals. 
During this period he vras Display Team Sergeant for four 
years up till 1961. This tour took him all over the British 
Isles, including Northern Ireland. In 1960 he was with the 
team when they performed in a mi'litary tattoo in New York on 
the occasion of the British Trade Fair. During this five-week 
stay the team were accommodated on Governor's Island, which 
is the home of the U.S. ist Army. He still retains his member-
ship (honorary) card to the Senior N.C.O.'s Qtib and the stay 
will long remain in his memory as one of the happy features 
of his motor cycling days. 

He has, of course, whenever possible been a competitor in 
trials riding. He has represented Hong Kong Signal Regiment 
and, as it was known then, 5 Training Regiment. In Hong 
Kong the team were undefeated for two years and he himself 
was Colony Individual Champion in 1955. His personal 
triumphs and his team record would provide most impressive 
reading if space allowed. He is a very experienced rider, who 
enjoys most thoroughly and successfully the strenuous sport of 
trials riding. He has proved a most valuable addition to the 
Regiment's team and hopes to help them gain further laurels 
in the new season beginning next Spring. 

The third member of the team. Signalman Everett, has now 
been released from National Service and unfortunately we 
have no details of his experience other than that which we have 
welcomed in his stay with the Regiment. Sufficient to say that 
although he is very young, he shows great promise as a rider. 

11th I IEGIMENT 
( D E P O T ) 

Visits. Since the edition of THE WIRE last month, we 
have had a number of important visitors. The C.I.G.S., 
General Sir Richard Hull, G.C.B., D.s.o., A.D.C., arrived in the 
Training Brigade to visit 241^ Signal Regiment. A Quarter 
Guard was provided in Gaza Lines, from Nos. i and 2 Recruit 
Training Troops in their sixth week of training. The C.I.G.S. 
express^ his pleasure at the standard of turnout, military 
bearing and drill displayed. (Photo No. l). 

The S.O.-in-C., Major-General F. J. Swainson, O.B.E., paid 
a routine visit on the 22nd November, 1962, and saw recruit 
training in progress. He also visited Courses Wing, where 
No. 4 Staff Sergeants' Part 11 Course was in progress and he 
spoke to a number of the students. (Photo No. 2). 

T h e Press have visited the Regiment on several occasions 
and we have appeared for 10 consecutive days in at least one 
of the national daily papers (is this a record ?). Subjects have 
ranged from thermometers and tempyeratures in barrack rooms, 
to babies in barrack rooms. As you can see, there is never a 
dull moment in n t h Regiment ! Our newspaper celebrities 
include Lieutenant C. J. Crow, the Regimental Thermometer 
Officer, Sergeant R. Sampson and Major F. C. Lockwood, who 
was left holding the baby in the true sense of the phrase ! 

Itwcruiting Csike. There has been much hard work and 
burning of midnight oil in the Catering Department recently. 
The Regiment received a request from the Army Information 
Office, Kentish Town, for " something" for their Christmas 
display. It was decided that a large Ohristmas cake would fit 
the bill, so W.O.II D. Sharp, A.C.C., set to and produced the 
masterpiece you see in the photograph. Even the board and 
easel are made of icing sugar. 

After being on display the cake will be sent to a London 
Children's Hospital. (I%oto No. 3). 

Uvst Itecruit. Since the last edition there have been two 
Pass-Off Parades. At the one held on i6th November Colonel 
M. S. Hancock, M.B.E., Commander Royal Signals Designate of 
I (BR.) Corps, was in attendance. 

The best recruit of the first output was Signalman James 
William Whelan, 21 years of age, who passed out top of his 
intake of over 130 on Friday, i6th November, 1962. 

Signalman Whelan comes from Dublin, where he has lived 
with his parents, Mr. and Mrs. William Whelan, at 214, 
Philboro Road, Philborough, Dublin, Eire, until he decided to 
make the Army his career. 

Whelan left Chappie Izod School at the age of 13 to help in 
the family grocery business. After seven years of this he 
became resdess and having seen an advertisement on television, 
decided to join the Army, as he thought that this was the life 
for him. 

He travelled to London to meet an old friend and whilst 
there signed on for 22 years' service with the option of leaving 
after nine years. His main hobbies are swimming and boxing. 
He won several swimming prizes whilst at school and also won 
his bout in the recruit boxing competition. He now goes on 
to train as Telegraph Technician, 'the next stage in his Army 
career. 

He said " I enjoyed my training, especially Adventure Train-
ing in the Lake District, even though it rained most of the 
time." 

He hopes to marry shortly after Christmas and he and his 
future wife are both looking forward to the chance of seeing 
part of Germany, if he is lucky enough to be posted there. 
(Photo No. 4). 

The second intake Passed-Out on 30th November, 1962, and 
Signalman Viator Malcolm Spice, wlho celebrated his 20th 
birthday the day before the parade, was the top recruit from 
over 150 men. 

Signalman Spice comes from Sittingbourne in Kent, where 
he lived wdith his parents, Mr. and iWrs. C. J. Spice, at 14, 
Newlands Avenue. His father served in the Merchant Navy 
during the war. Victor's brother. Gene, is at present serving 
with the Royal A m y Ordnance Corps at Bicester, in Oxford-
shire. They have both signed on for 22 years' service with 
the option of leaving after nine. 

Spice weot to school at GUlingham Technical College, which 
he left aged 16. Before joining the Army he worked in a local 
paper mill. During this time he belonged to 2230 Squadron Air 
Training Corps and was a Corporal DriU Instructor for two 
years. He also managed to get some flying experience and 
has a total of six passenger hours in Shadtleton Maritime air-
craft and Chipmti^s. 

He decided to join the Army to carry on the family tradition 
—^his grandfather having served for many years in the Royal 
Horse Guards. 

He chose Royal Signals because he is a keen amateur radio 
enthusiast, although at present not qualified to hold a licence. 

Victor's hobbies include swimming, the breeding of tropical 
fish and athletics. He has prizes for long and high jump from 
his school days. 

When a s k ^ about his training Signalman Spice said, " T h e 
food was good and the training interesting." 

He now goes on to train as a Comcen Operator and then 
hopes to be posted somewhere overseas. (Photo No. 5). 

iO T H E W I R E , J A N U A R Y 1963 : 



11th REGIMENT 



Commonwea l th Recru i t . T h e latest in our series of 
CommonweaMi recruits is Signalman P. M . Smith, aged 26, 
from Canada. 

Smith served in the Royal Canadian Air Force for nearly 
three years as an Electronic Instrument Technician. He lost 
interest in this and wanted to further his education. This led 
him to come to Britain by air—^flying from Montreal to Prest-
wdck in a Rolls Royce Boeing 707. 

His home in Canada is in Regina, Saskatchewan, which is in 
the middle of the Canadian wheat belt. It is also the Depot 
of the Royal Canadian Mounted Police. 

In early days Regina was known as " Pile of Bones " owing 
to the existence of a large slaughter house at nearby Wascana 
Creek. This was changed, however, as the local people wanted 
a more dignified name for their town. 

In this country he applied to become a Merchant Marine 
Radio Officer, but without success, so he decided to join the 
Army. He chose Royal Signals, because of his previous 
technical experience. 

He is going to train as a Telegraph Technician as the first 
step to his new career. 

Smith said that conditions of service in the two Services are 
very alike, as far as food and accommodation were concerned. 

I>ong Service anal Good Coiialuct A w a r d . W.O.II 
G . J. Emery was presented with his Long Service and Good 
Conduct Medal by Brigadier A . C. Cox, O.B.E., Royal Signals, 
at a parade held on i6th October, 1962. 

He started Army life in Boys' Service at Cacterick in 1944. 
By the time he reached man's Service in 1947 he was a Boy 
Sergeant. He became an Operator Keyboard and Line and 
after being a Teleprinter Instructor in 4 Training Regiment, 
went to 48 Brigade in Malaya during June, 1948. T h e Unit 
to which he went was later to become the first Squadron of 
the Gurkha Signals. He returned from Malaya in October, 
1953) as a Sergeant to enjoy a very different kind of life in 
A L F C E . During 1956 he was promoted Staff Sergeant whilst 
in Southern Command mobile Signal Squadron. H e was not 
allowed to hibernate, however, as his next tour was as Wireless 
Troop N.C.O. in 11 Brigade Signal Squadron. He was 
promoted W.O.II in June, 1959, and left 11 Brigade in 
February, 1961. Since then he has been in i i t h Regiment, 
first as S.S.M. of a Recruit Training Squadron and since March 
of this year as an Instructor in Courses Wing. During these 
hectic 18 years he found time to marry and his wife, Elizabeth, 
son Michael and daughters Janice and Sally aU enjoy Army 
life. (Photo No. 6). 

A r r i v a l s a n d Depa r tu r e s . After a large increase in 
Cadre last month, the flow of new arrivals has returned to 
normal. W e extend our best w^ishes for a pleasant stay in 
the Regiment to LieiKenants H. Flannery and R. Ovenden and 
to Sergeants T . Hasset and A. Tookey. 

Recently we had said goodbye to Lieutenants M . Allan and 
A. M . P. Barker. Also to W.O.s II R. D . Wright and A. J. 
Lane, who both retire after completing 22 years' service.. 

W e are very pleased to welcome four W.R.A.C. members to 
the Regiment. They are filling some of the clerical posts in 
the Regiment. It is quite surprising how a small amount of 
feminine know-how improves vs«hat would otherwise be a dull 
oflfice. W e wish them a pleasant stay in the Regiment. 

Soccer Notes . At the beginning of the season five 
members of the team were posted. However, since then 
Sergeant Sixsmith, C o ^ o r a l Moore, Corporal Lockwood and 
several recruits, including Signalmen Clarke, Brandon, Lucas 
and Knight, have played in Corps trial matches, so we are 
not doing too badly ! 

Sergeant Sixsmith and Corporal Lockwood played in the 
Corps team again Manchester University and also the R.A.O.C. 
In this latter game it was largely due to the play of Sergeant 
Sdxsmiith against the Army outside-right, wiho was in the 
R.A.O.C., that Royal Signals won 3-2. 

Recru i t Roxinf^, by Captain W. G. Robinson.—Boxing 
is one of the most thriving recruit sports in the Regiment. 
Every fortnight the gymnasium resounds to the cheering and 
excitement of the recruits as the Gladiators of two Troops 
baiCtle it out in their bid to add points to the championship 
competition. 

T h e young soldiers, though no doubt apprehen^ve, enjoy 
their boxing instruction. Three afternoon periods in the first 
few weeks of training are set aside for them to learn the 
fundamentals of the Noble Art. They are taught the target 
area, how to punch, when to ptmch and how to defend them-
selves. After that they are paired off and under the watchful 
eye of the gymnasium staff, set to and " have a go." 

In the fifth week of training, the eleven men to represent 
thesr Troop are selected. It is seldom that there are any 
"Reluctant Heroes." T h e big night finally comes, lacking 
none of the glamour that is always apparent at a large boxing 
meeting. T h e bright lights, the officials in spotless white, the 
Officers and N.C.O.S in formal dress. T h e place takes on a 
real boxing atmosphere. T h e first two boxers, properly attired, 
look confident and well drilled as they climb into the ring. 
Once more the stage is set for an enthusiastic evening. 

There is no lack of guts here, no pulled pimches and sur-
prisingly enough, no little skill either. Is it perhaps that in 
the excitement we tend to forget the lack of skill ? T h e 
evening comes to an end with medals for the winners and the 
best loser and the presentation of the Championship Shield by 
the Commanding Officer. Another hectic day over for us all 
and something for the recruits to put in that letter home to 
mum and dad. 

Riike of Ed inburgh ' s A w a r d . A recently - arrived 
recruit, Signalmian R. Rees, went to Buckingham Palace on 
Wednesday, lanh December, to receive the Gold Medal of the 
Duke of Edinburgh's Award. 

Rees, who comes from Ammanford, Carmarthenshire, is 17J 
years of age. He was educated at Ammanford Secondary 
M o d e m School. He was in the C.C.F. of the Welch Regiment 
and when he left after four years' Service had reached the 
rank of Cadet Sergeant. 

He already holds the bronze and silver awards and has just 
qualified for the golden one. For this he had to trek 50 miles, 
camp out for three nights on his own, reach a high standard 
of fitness and give a public service or take part in a rescue 
operation, all within three years. 

He decided to join Royal Signals to learn a good technical 
trade. He is certainly starting his career vî ith a flying start 
and we wish him every success. (Photo No. 7). 

ROYAL SIGNALS BAND 
GRAMOPHONE RECORD 

Side 1 is devoted to music for Ceremonial 
Parades. 

Side 2 contains music for guest nights and 
other occasions. 

This record is what everyone has been 
asking for for so long. 

The coloured sleeve in which the record 
is packed has photographs of the Band 

and a full description of the music. 

It is available cash with order from Royal 
Signals Association: 

Price - by post 3 0 ' -
counter sale 2 7 ' -

Civilian addressees outside the Commonwealth will be 
asked to pay a little extra for postage. 
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II.II.<1. and I .Squadron. On 4th November, quite a 
representative party from here, including a parade contingent, 
attended morning service in the Cheltenham Parish Church to 
witness the dedication of the very fine new standard of the local 
branch of the Royal Signals Association. Among the Old Com-
rades present were Major-General Sir William Scott, K.C.M.G., 
N.B., C.B.E., Brigadier F. S. Straight, C.B.E., M.C., and Lieutenant-
Colonel " Sailor " Morris, M.c. 

A week later, parade contingents of men and women attended 
the impressive Remembrance Day Services in Cheltenham and 
Gloucester. 

Guy Fawkes night went off with a " bang." T h e customary 
bonfire on Robinswood Hill blazed furiously and the firework 
display lent enchantment to the view. There was a decided nip 
in the air, which hotdogs from Staff Sergeant Wilson's " cafe " 
did something to ameliorate. 

Visitors during the month included the third Yeoman of Signals 
Cxjurse from the School, three batches of JVlarconi's engineers 
from Chelmsford, and the long telecommunications course from 
the Royal Marine Signal Training Centre, Petersfield. 

About one hundred " rock and rollers " attended the Tramps 
Hull held in the J.R.C. Many and varied were the " costumes " 
on view, and the Quay Street Jazz Band did its stuff very nobly. 

If early morning serenades are any criterion, a wonderful time 
was had by all! 

Towards the month end, the Officers' Mess held its annual 
cocktail party. In spite of inclement weather, about 100 intrepid 
souls turned up to sample the good cheer. There is every reason 
to believe the guests were well satisfied. 

After two and-a-half years in the very " h o t " seat. Major 
(Q.M.) George Lynam has upped sticks and taken himself off 
to Tripoli where, we understand, he is going to be " General 
Inictotum " ! While here, he had a difficult job, and if at times 

he growled and grunted a bit, his chief concern was the well-
being of the Regiment. Both he and Irene will also be missed in 
the Mess, where they capably assisted in organising our enter-
tainment. As for those wonderful curry suppers, shall we ever 
taste their like again! 

In his stead we welcome Lieutenant-Colonel (Q.M.) L . Teal, 
no stranger to the old and bold, and trust his stay will be 
pleasant. 

Another old warrior to shake the dust of Gloucester from his 
feet is W.O.I A. J. Creed, who has retired to the Harrogate 
Spa in an extended career capacity as a " Q " Boy at the Army 
Apprentice School. 

Finally, to all members of the Corps, wherever they may be, 
we say " Merry Christmas and a Happy N e w Year." 

Squadron . On 27th November we were favoured with 
a visit by the G.O.C. , Aldershot District. This was his first trip 
to Bampton, and we were pleased 
to say he was impressed with what 
he saw of future plans for the re-
build, on a permanent basis, of the 
station and camp, including married 
quarters. 

It was especially significant 
since it also gave him an oppor-
tunity of presenting the British 
Empire Medal to Sergeant J. 
Harvey, Royal Signals, and the 
Long Service and Good Conduct 
Medal to our R.Q.M.S., W.O.II J. 
J. Bingham. 

Sergeant Harvey served in the 
Polish Forces during the war and 
later joined the Corps. He was, 
prior to coming here, a Troop 
Sergeant in 249 Squadron, where 
he played a distinguished and out-
standing part in the internal 
security wireless communications 
on Singapore Island. Congratula- j f 
tions. We trust your tour m this < B C B E p r « e n « t h e B . E . M . 

Regiment will prove interesting and t o S e r g e a n t J. H a r v e y , Royal 

beneficial. Signals 

Captain M. L S. Read, W.R.A.C., lays the Regimental Wreath at 
the Gloucester War Memorial on Remembrance Day 

CORPS CRESTED ASH T R A Y 

Available from Royal Signals Association. 

Plain glass, 4^in. square, Corps Crest, in gold. 

Price 4s. 6d., including postage. 

Suitable especially for souvenir gifts and for 
personal use. 
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On the evening of 5th November, the traditional " Operation 
Guy Fawkes " was scheduled to begin at 18.30 hours local time. 
During the day a great deal of activity was seen in the vicinity 
of the barracks square, with the gradual build-up of stores (any 
old wood and rubbish) a pyramid emerged with the code name 
" Bonfire " At this time the enemy was not to be seen. The area 
of danger was cordoned off and a few tents dotted the out-of-
danger zone, suitably referred to as " H o t D o g " and "Toffee 
Apple." The success of the operation depended on the weather, 
and we were rewarded with a fine, dark, cold evening. From 
18.00 hours onwards, lookouts reported a steady movement to-
wards the cordoned area. The enemy, " Guy Fawkes," appeared 
on schedule, already captured, and was carried bodily to the top 
of the pyramid, where he was securely seated. T o the delighted 
cries of his enemies, the torch-bearers set " Bonfire" ablaze. 
With a mighty roar, as the flames caught hold, the whole of the 
pyramid was alight and the operation had commenced. 

With rockets, Roman candles, Catherine wheels, and many 
others, the spectacle was complete. Many had their own little 
ops. to carry out, and all over the square could be seen small, 
but effective, displays of fireworks. With much sucking of toffee 
apples, eating of hot dogs and drinking of hot soup, a great 
evening's entertainment was had by all. As usual, the only 
casualty was Guy Fawkes, but, of course, that was the whole 
idea. 

On Saturday, 15th December, the Junior Ranks and their 
wives will give the children of St. Michaelstift-Kinderheim, 
Krefeld, their Christmas outing and party. This is an annual 
event which is entirely organised by the junior ranks. As you 
will appreciate, much hard work goes into the organising of an 
event of this nature. At the time of writing these notes the 
event is yet to come, by the time you read them it will all be over, 
but a fuller report will appear in the next issue. 

Remaining with Christmas events, the unit this year is running 
a draw which includes four free return flights to the U.K 
via B.E.A., and the winners are guaranteed leave. Boy, how kind 
can you get . . . ? All proceeds from the draw are being for-
warded to the families of our unaccompanied married personnel! 
as Christmas presents. We hope some of them will be lucky 
enough to be home at this time. It is with deep regret that we 
put in the following obituary: 

Obituary. Many people who have passed through Krefeld 
in recent years will have been acquainted with Luchsie, the 
enormous Bavarian sheepdog. H ; was formerly owned by 
Lieutenant-Colonel K. D. Gribben, M.B.E. (a former C.O.) and 
by Major (now Lieutenant-Colonel) K S. Newell. Luchsie was 
a well-known character in Krefeld and previously in the Bunde 
area. His age was a matter of some speculation, but at least one 
vet said he was 13 years old. He had a heart of gold and was 
one of the least energetic of hounds, and held the effection of us 
all. It is regretted that he died of heart failure—probably 
when he saw the first snow of the year—on 12th November. We 
shall remember him with pride. 

Now to sport, with congratulations on the fine performance of 
our boxing team, which has taken the Regiment to the finals 
of the Rhine Area Team Boxing Championships. By the time our 
next issue is due, the final will have been fought, so in that issue 
a summary of all the events leading up to our victory, or defeat, 
will be included. 

FoolbnII. The beginning of November saw the Regimental 
ist X I heading the North Rhine Inter-Services Division I. 
During November, however, we played our old rivals, 28th 
Regiment, and, against all the pre-match predictions, went down 
heavily at home, by four goals to one. It would appear that we 
have a " complex " when it comes to meeting the other Signal 
Regiments, for both matches lost in this season's league pro-
gramme have been to local Corps sides; the other to 13th 
Regiment, at Bergelin by two goals to one (we missed a penalty-
kick in this game). We still enjov second position in the 
league, two points behind the leaders, R.A.F., Butzweilerhof. We 
can have hopes of league honours, since we inflicted the only 
defeat on the league leaders, winning by four goals to one. 

The Regimental Reserve XI, playing in the Reserve Division, 
are having a poor season. They are at the bottom of the table, 
at the half-way stage, having failed to get a single point from 
the eight games already played. To their credit, however, they 
fight for every game, and, we have two of the best behaved 
sides in the area. 

H o t k e y . The ist round of the Rhine Area Cup was 
played away, against 28th Regiment, the result was a 5—2 win 

for us, after a well-fought match. In the 2nd round we played 
against our old rivals, 13th Regiment, at Rheindahlen, this was 
a win for 13th by 2 goals to i. A first-class match between two 
evenly-matched teams. Losing by i goal to nil, 15 minutes from 
the end, 13th fought back and equalised from a penalty bully. 
Both teams were now all out for the winning goal, which 
came five minutes from time with a well-taken goal by the 
inside-left of 13th. So once again the bogey was against us. 

Angling'. As previously reported, i6th Regiment Angling 
Club entered three members in the Kempener Club annual 
match which was won outright by i6th Regiment. 

Due to this, and the fact that we have made many friends 
on the banks, we decided to purchase a club trophy (to be 
called the Mercury Trophy), the two clubs to compete for this 
annually. The three best anglers from each club fish for three 
hours. 

The first match for this trophy was fished on 2nd December, 
1962; the result was a draw—not a fish was caught—could be, 
of course, that the fish were under the other half of the pool 
which was covered with ice. 

The trophy will now reside along with the Kempener Club's 
trophy in the Gaisthause until next year. 

The Kempener Club are in the process of obtaining another 
pool which lliey are going to stock with trout to be caught with 
fly only. 

It is possible that next season, new skills will be learned. 
We are invited to the Kempener Club yearly Christmas cele-
bration, where, I am told, fishing has been arranged for any 
wives attending. Our wives are looking forward to this. A 
new arrival in the Angling Club is Corporal E. V. Thompson, 
from whom we are expecting great things in our small angling 
world. 

We assume that as our challenge in this column earlier this 
year was not accepted by 21st Regiment, that either they have 
no anglers left or they do not read THE WIRE. We shall repeat 
the challenge next season. 

A word to all personnel being posted to the Regiment: 
If you are an angler, then your third call should be to the 

Chief Clerk, who will put you wise to fishing in this part of 
the world. 

To end this month's contribution, we send the following 
message to all members and ex-members of the Corps : 

A happy and prosperous New Year to you all. 

I B i l l I I E G I M E I V T 

" I I .Q. " Sqii»<!i-on. This month's panic was the Internal 
Security exercise, " Shadow Punch II." Taking part were inky 
fingered clerks and people whom you only see on pay parade 
who turn out in full kit (which in some cases must take some 
finding), to repel hordes of " rioters " who attack barrack in-
stallations, etc., and manage to work off a few old scores in the 
process. We are told the whole scheme was a great success. 
Perhaps these observations will show why. 

A crowd of approximately fifty " rioters " attacked a N A A F I 
shop and an umpire solemnly declared the shop burnt down, 
the " rioters " then called at a house nearby to borrow a box of 
matches to light their cigarettes as there wasn't a match between 
them. One character when approached by an umpire (strange 
to the area who was guiding a party of rioters to set up an 
incident) when asked where the Army Power Station was, gave 
the umpire clear instructions which lead the rioters to the 
Officers' Mess. 

Last of all, would real rioters attack the guard room at 03.10 
hours singing " Giddeup a Ding D o n g " ? 

Speed being an important point in I.S. schemes, it was im-
pressive to see that when stand down was called at 08.12 hours 
by 08.15 there wasn't a soul in sight. 

1 Squadron. Once again No. i Squadron policy of making 
operators into soldiers has proved a great success. 

Two months ago the Squadron started intensive military pre-
parations for the annual "Jungle Week." This training led up 
to the Annual Camp reported on here by Sergeant Bell (a 
member of 237 Squadron (COMCAN) attached to i Squadron). 

After last year's holiday by the seaside at Mersing every one 
was soon looking out their swimsuits and sun tan lotions expect-
ing a similar rest, but this year's camp was quite different. 

Pulau Tekong was the training area, a large island about four 
sea miles off Changi point; the island has been occupied suc-
cessively during the last 25 years by Indian, Australian, Gurkha, 
British, New Zealand and Japanese troops and is now used as 
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a training camp for troops and various youth organisations. 
The island is roughly 4 i miles long and 2 i miles wide and has a 
mainly Chinese population and exactly four Indians (two of 
them schoolteachers and the other two char-wallahs). 

When the training staff arrived at the island the Singajwre 
Military Forces were in Camp 2 and Camp i was unoccupied; 
seeing the S.M.F. living in buildings in reasonable comfort we 
thought it would be a cushy camp! Then the O C. pointed 
out an excellent " bivouac area " and " defence positions " and 
we realised that this camp was to be in the " U L U . " 

So far two troops (" B " and " C "), each of 45 men and eight 
W.R.A.C., have spent a week at camp and their verdict is " give 
us more like this." 

Training has been hard and exciting, it included: Camouflage 
-night movement—grenade throwing—patrols—afield line laying 

•—short range wireless—lamp signalling—^map reading and 
plenty of swimming in lieu of showers. 

The bivouac area is on the top of a hill and every move is 
up or down, by the end of their week in camp the expression 
was not " I'm going to the area " but " I'm going up the hill." 

Although all tasks were voluntary for them the girls right 
from the start insisted on taking part in all the training, and 
somehow it seemed to spur the men on to even greater effort 
than if the troop had been all male; after all it would be hard 
to imagine a man falling out on the march with half-a-dozen 
of the " weaker sex " still striding on; and in the evening the 
social gathering around the Charwallah's shack was much 
improved by their company and skill at cards. 

The grand finals of each week of training has been the signal 
exercise involving commando-type infiltration into " enemy 
lines" and the passing of a message by various signal means 
(ancient and modern). 

The exercise completed the troop gathered around the char-
wallahs for a grip about the week's achievements and tucked 
into beer and barbecue chicken. 

" Stand T o " on the final day of camp had to be a little 
relaxed (06.00 instead of 05.45 hours), and after breaking camp 
the outgoing troop—with various choice remarks to the advance 
party of the in-coming troop—marched off to the jetty; a short 
sea trip to Changi and then home for a full weekend off. 

Travelling back on the land craft to Changi with proud new 
suntans, a few were glad to get off this particular island, and 
looking forward to the chilly comfort of normal work; and the 
chance to grip (or envy) the ones who have not yet been to 
camp. Others were quite sorry to leave the healthy outdoor life 
and go back to the office. 

AT.B.—An excellent new 600ft. range is under construction at 
Pulau Tekong—a nice thought for another visit in the future. 

'2 Squadron. A quiet month. Inter-Troop Sports have 
been well to the fore, a game we remember was the friendly 
Rugby match against i Squadron. We had more people going 
sick, limping, proudly showing how far they couldn't lift their 
arms and which eye was best for seeing through, than ever. 
Hven the O.C., Major Batty sported a good ' I am walking with 
one foot an the kerb' limp. To coin a phrase. A good time 
was had by all. Or was it? 

Staff Sergeant lent, as Captain of the Singapore Interservice 
and Army Water Polo Team departed on the Oxfordshire to 
Hong Kong where they almost swept the board, an excellent 
effort all round. The individual victories of Staff Sergeant lent 
over the past months have included wins in the Corps Triangu-
lar District Gala, Inter-Service and Army Singapore and Army 
Malaya and Singapore, the latter in Hong Kong. Could it be 
the fact of rolling his cable drums round the store that keeps 
him so fit? 

Wc also have several World Champion Contenders in the 
Squadron. After rather hurried training, a team of eight 
M.O.R.s won the Inter-Squadron Boxing Trophy in the Regi-
ment, on this fine show congratulations to the team and also to 
Staff Sergeant Dunne who formed and trained them. 

Of new arrivals we have had a few. Corporals Worrall and 
Anillnw appeared only to vanish into Pasir Exchange under the 
euro of F.-of-S., Sergeant-Major Davis, Lance-Corporal Murphy 
jusi vanished (we think he is in G.H.Q.), that was after the last 
Kimie o f ' draughts ' that Captain Dore had with the personnel of 
I Mi. Troop. 

Our congratulations to Corporal and Mrs. Craig and Signal-
in;iii nnd Mrs. Saunders on the addition to their respective 
rmnilioH, on thinking back there have been a number of the 
nu'n in Ihe Squadron seeing the S.S.M. to look after the rest 
(if the family while a happy event took place, it must be the 
wi-iilhcr. 
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1 Squadron. With hand-shakes all round, and one last 
mighty guffaw, Lieutenant A. W. de V. Hunt departed for new 
fields to conquer. We confidently expect to see a familiar 
figure doing Radio Operator Draft conducting during the New 
Year! In his place, as O.C. Recce Troop, we welcome 
Lieutenant R. Garlick, who has recently vacated the Adjutant's 
chair to do some down to earth signalling. We also welcome 
Sergeant Lynch from the Life Guards Signal Troop. Staff 
Sergeant Jenkins has left us and is on his way to Catterick, 
where we wish him luck in his new job. 

The quiet of ist November was rudely interrupted in the 
wee small hours when there was a " crash-out" from barracks. 
Apart from a tree appearing in front of P8 and bringing it 
to an abrupt halt, no other calamities befell us. " Alpha " Troop 
distinguished themselves by being among the first out, and 
setting up a first-class net. 

5th November was the occasion of an age-old celebration. 
Lieutenants Hunt and Henning took part in a tableau depicting 
Guy Fawkes doing his dastardly deed, and judging from the 
cries of the children present, it was as well we didn't bum him. 

The fireworks provided a magnificent and colourful spectacle, 
even though in some cases they were viewed through the lens 
of a camera. 

2 Squadron. On n t h November, 1962, the first Military 
Proficiency Course arrived and were quickly set to preparing 
themselves. Although a few fell by the wayside, 16 members 
completed the course on ist December, 1962. 

During November the whole plan changed; whispers turned 
into reality when it was confirmed that we were to train recruit 
radio operators. 

Squadron Headquarters grew rapidly, we welcomed Major 
Flear as Squadron Commander, and wish Captain Baxter luck 
(he leaves to take over i Squadron). Captain MacHeath and 
Lieutenant Atkinson arrived with Staff Sergeant Kendrick, 
Sergeants MacDonald, Wise and Higgins, Corporals Strictland, 
Hawkes, Law, Lance-Corporal Bleese, to form a new radio 
operator training organisation. Overnight, carpenters have con-
verted our lecture rooms and the T.O.T.'s staff have been 
busy fitting training sets. 

Preparation are now well on the way for the first batch of 
recruits who arrive on the 8th December, 1962. This is a very 
interesting task for us and we hope that recruits coming to 
Germany will enjoy themselves. 

244 Squatlron. It is now over a month since the Squadron 
finished the end of a busy exercise season; we finished with 
" Desert Rat," " Canada Cup " and " Autumn Double " following 
each other, 

A detachment of " Alpha " Troop had an interesting task, 
as they were placed on a dropping zone, to do the ground-to-
air communications for T.A. parachute drop. It was all very 
impressive as the para's dropped just after dawn and landed 
spot on the target. The local Germans did not quite know 
what to make of the " invasion," but, of course, the children 
loved it. 

" Bravo " Troop also played an interesting part in the drop, 
as Corporal Young, Signalman Ford and Signalman Firth were 
working at Hannover Civilian Airport, and from all accounts 
found it quite an " eye-opener." 

The Squadron has recently said its farewell to Major and 
Mrs. F. B. Saul, and they were our guests at a dance the 
Squadron held on Saturday, 3rd November, 1962. The even-
ing went with quite a " twist" and seemed to be enjoyed by 
most. If the amount of Weissenburg consumed is anything to 
go by, the evening must have been more than well enjoyed 
at the time, but regretted the next morning! 

Captain D. G. Handley is now in the " chair " and W.O. II 
Peberdy returns to the Squadron as S.S.M. and seems to be 
" settling in " ! 

The Squadron supplies the Regiment with a good basketball 
team, in fact the first five are Squadron players, being Corporal 
Williams, Lance-Corporals Hunter, Lawrence, Rooney, and 
Signalman Smith. We also have Signalman Rathmell skipping 
the Regimental soccer team; Corporal Cathcart skippering the 
Regimental rugby team, and the whole forward line of the Regi-
mental 2nd Soccer XI coming from the Squadron. In their 
first match together, this forward line put ten goals past the 22nd 
Regiment, R.A., goalkeeper. Signalman Owen was top scorer 
with the 'keeper seeing the " reds of his eyes " four times! 
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Expedition to India 
BY CORPORAL L . TILSON, 259 SQUADRON 

Fart II 
Tabriz to Teheran. W e left Tabriz on Saturday, 21st July, 

one week out now from Cyprus. This journey once again con-
tinued throughout the night and we arrived tired and dirty, at 
the same time as the sun. W e set off by taxi for a hotel which 
we knew of but which was unfortunately full up. W e asked the 
driver of the taxi, therefore, to take us to an inexpensive hotel, 
whereupon he immediately set off for the Ritz, followed by the 
Palace, and a whole range of hotels, all far beyond our limited 
means. H e appeared to be quite ignorant of die town and we 
finished up, -some half-hour later, at a hotel only a few hundred 
yards from where he had originally picked us up. T o crown 
it all he asked some exhorbitant price, which naturally we did 
not pay but left him with ten shillings and his torrent of abuse. 
Our hotel was quite clean and comfortable, apart from the odd 
cockroach, and after a much needed wash we went out to ex-
plore the town. In fact, there is not a lot to see in Teheran as 
it is not unlike an average wes.tem city, but we found some 
money changers and had some of our traveller's cheques changed 
into Pakistani currency (on which we made a handsome profit). 

Teheran to Esfahan. Our trip southwards towards what is 
reputed to be the most beautiful city in the world, was once 
again through very boring and desolate country. W e arrived 
in the late evening and booked in to an excellent hotel where-
upon we went straight to bed. 

"Esphahan nis jis fahan—Esfahan is half the w o r l d " — t h i s 
is what the Persians say of this city and they may well be right. 
There are some really wonderful sights to see in this, the home 
of Persian silver making. T h e mosques and minarets are all 
covered in e n m e l l e d tiles with the most intricate of designs on 
them and visitors are allowed to enter and photograph most 
of thern. Esphahan has also three famous bridges, all works 
of architectural genius, each with thirty-two arches. Having 
taken many photographs we headed next for the bazaar, one of 
the finest in the country, to purchase a few souvenirs. After 
much haggling, enjoyed equally by both sides, we depaned 
with a colleaion of silverware, a hubble-bubble and a Persian 
battle axe! W e returned to the hotel by evening and dined in 
the tree covered courtyard surrounded by several frisky Persian 
kittens. An early night followed as the bus to Kerman was 
to leave at five the next morning. 

Esfahan to Kerman. Our twenty-hour trip to Kerman was 
to be the most unpleasant, weaflier-wise, that we had yet 
encountered. It took us through covmtry consisting of nothing 
but sandy desert, with only the odd dust storm or camel caravan 
to break the monotony. W e stapped for a short while en route 
to Yazd, the hottest town in Persia, and Mr. Cooper spent a 
while talking in French to the Mayor who had come out to 
welcome us. 

Arriving at Kerman in the early hours of the morning we 
realised that it would not be practical to get a hotel until dawn, 
so spreading otir sleeping bags in the yard of .the bus-garage 
we slept there until day-break. When we arose and found a 
hotel we were proudly informed by the owner that this was the 
second best in the town. If this was so, heaven help the resi-
dents in the worst one. It was the most depressing and dirty 
that we were to come across. 

T h e fact that the next day was Friday, the Moslem Sabbath, 
meant that we were unable to catch a bus out of this appalling 
town. Apart from the occasional trip out for soft drinks the 
next day was spent resting in our rooms. T h e following 
morning, after a good meal, we set off in high spirits for 
Zahidan. 

British Regimental badges in Khyber pass 

Kerman to Zahidan. Had we known previously that this 
journey was going to take us 32 hours, perhaps our high spirits 
would have been a little dampened. A t an approximate speed 
of 20 m.p.h. we headed for Bam, stopping occasionaly for tea 
or for the Persians to get out and say their prayers, which they 
did regularly. W e reache Bam at 2 a.m. on the Sunday morning 
and were relieved to find that we were to stop there until 8 a.m. 
the following day, so we were at least able to snatch a few hours 
sleep. After about only two hours of travelling the next day 
we pulled up at a small mud hut beside the road, right in the 
middle of the desert, with not another building in sight. Here 
we were to stay imtil 5 p.m., as the driver would not carry on 
across the desert during the heat of the day, not really surprising 
at 130 degrees. W e lunched at our rest house and slept for an 
hour or so and eventually resumed our journey. Even then 
the temperatures must still have been well over 90. Neverthe-
less, as always, we arrived, 32 hours after starting this trip of 
a mere 400 miles. W e found a very comfortable hotel and were 
delighted to find that w e could get a hot shower, the first one 
since Erzurum. 

Zahidan to Peshawar. Our train for Pakistan left at 4 a.m. 
on the Tuesday morning, so to enable us to get a seat we 
boarded it early on Monday evening. W e immediately spread 
our sleeping bags over the seats and bunks to give the impres-
sion that it was full and we were joined by only tvro fellow 
passengers who were to get out before we crossed the border. 
W e left Zahidan on time and steamed up the line towards 
Mirjawa, the Persian frontier " town." Here we passed the 
usual half-hearted customs inspection and crossed the border 
into Pakistan. Once again the customs formalities were a sloppy 
affair and were soon over. During the next leg of our trip we 
met a remarkable Pakistani Railway Official. H e was a large 
bearded gentleman dressed in white and he informed us that he 
was a " Special Ticket Examiner." He made friends with us 
and spoke exceJlent English apart from a few Malapropisms. 
H e also informed us that he had a friend working as a bus 
conductor in the city of Bradford — " . . . a long thin chap, do 
you know him! ? " T h i s very friendly gentleman travelled with 
us as far as Spezand where we were to change trains. On the 
next train we were not so fortunate as before, and ended up 
by sleeping either under the seats or on the floor. This is no 
joke especially vwhen all the other passengers insist on treading 
on your head on .their way to the toilet. And of course every 
time the train stopped we were besieged by the usual crowd 
of tea sellers and beggars. 

Eventually we arrived at Peshawar at 7.30 on Friday, August 
3rd, and found a hotel. This hotel, although recommended by 
the Tourist Bureau, was one of the poorest we had encountered, 
not only in the standard of the room but in the attitude and 
efficiency of the staff. After a few hours badly needed rest, we 
had a trip by hired car up the Khyber Pass. Twenty days and 
two hours after leaving E p i s k ^ i we had arrived at the first 
of our objectives. T h e Pass is most impressive, gouging its 
way between high mountain ranges and with its many forts, 
still manned by the Klhyber Rifles, on every hill top. It seemed 
hard to imagine that Pakistan could ever have been attacked 
with any success via this route with all its fortifications. Now, 
having completed phase one as it were, we concentrated our 
efforts upon getting to see the T a j Mahal. 

Peshawar to Agra. W e left Peshawar tihe following day at 
two o'clock after a long argument with the hotel staff, who tried 
to charge us for one and a half days—^an unheard of idea in our 
experience. As with the taxi in Teheran, though, their efforts 
were in vain. T h e train for Lahore left in the evening and 

(Continued on next page) 
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Perhaps a regimental sergeant major would not approve of the style of salutes—but for these Thai 
children it's great fun " playing soldiers." The Signalmen are Lance Corporal T. Raymond (left) 

and Lance Corporal Whitham 

That the Golden Arrow Detachment in Bangkok is a Royal 
Signals unit with a difference is immediately apparent. T h e 
Detachment, although primarily 237 Squadron ( C O M C A N ) 
sometimes contains an element of i Squadron (Operating) i8th 
Regiment and 249 Squadron ( F A R E L F ) . Personnel are 
attached for the following periods: Married men for three 
months, single men for six months or more. They are the only 
British soldiers in Thailand, and are hand-picked. Their 
accommodation is in one of the best luxury hotels in the centre 
of the city. 

It is small wonder that the men stationed here are saying 
that they have got " the best posting in the Army." Although 
working hours are long (at least 60 hours per man per week, 
which does not include two night duties) they are able to enjoy 
their leisure time in the happy atmosphere of one of the most 
friendly and scenically beautiful cities in the world. 

T h e detachment has been in Thailand, land of a thousand 
temples since February, 1961, and are now commanded by 
Captain R. I. Amos. 

" Thailand is completely unspoilt, compared with any other 
country in the world we are likely to serve in," he says. " T h e 
'ITiai people are very hospitable and several of the men are 
invited out to local people's homes regularly." 

T h e Grand Hotel, where the Detachment live, is rated the 

third best in aU of Thailand. It is air-conditioned throughout 
and is the ideal " b i l le t" for the men to get plenty of sleep and 
comfort during off-duty hours. 

T h e food is excellent. Although it takes a man time to get 
used to lobster and the various sea foods which are a feature 
of the cuisine, there is also plenty of the sort of food which 
every British soldier enjoys, once he acquires the knack of order-
ing from the French menus! 

The local overseas allowance is high—^more than £4/15/- a 
week on top of his pay for the private soldier. But when you 
reckon with the sky-high price of everything in the shops, 
it doesn't go all that far. Just one small bottle of beer in a 
restaurant or night club can cost anything from 7s. to 12s.! 

T h e Detachment have gone out of their way to be good 
British " ambassadors," and one of the ways they have been 
able to help the Thais has been by frequent blood giving. 
There is a chance that two or three men will have the chance 
to meet Queen Sirikit, for she personally gives a medal to those 
donors who have given blood more than six times. 

With so many advantages to service in the " K i n g and I " 
country, it is not surprising that if ever a member of the Detach-
ment were to get into trouble, the topic would not be " W h a t 
is he going to get?" but " I s he going to be sent back to 
Singapore?" 

Expedition to India 
(Continued from page 20) 

oncc agam it was very difficult to obtain a seat—so most of us 
linishcd up by snatching a few hours sleep on the floor. W e 
iirrivcd at Lahore early on Sunday morning and spent until 
mid-day going t h r o u ^ customs checking. T h e long wait was 
not due to the severity of the inspection but the vast numbers 
of people who seemed to want to cross the border that day. 
However, we finally boarded the next train which was to take 
us to Amritsar, the Indian border post. Here we had the same 
loiiK wait, but were able to get a sleeping berth apiece when we 
oncc more resimied our journey. 

Wc arrived at Delhi early on Monday morning and had to 
visit the Persian Embassy to obtain visas for returning to Iran. 
These were obtained without delay and we were soon back to 
the station to catch the train for Agra. This journey of a mere 
100 miles todc us nine hours, as we stopped at every station 
nrul halt on the way, finally arriving at Agra at 9.30 in the 
c-vi'iiinn. On our arrival at tihe station we were at once besieged 
liy wlin» appeared to be every hotel proprietor in the district, 
fiioh proclaiming ithat theirs was the best and cheapest hotel 
in the town. W c finally selected one who offering us accommo-
iliition at 6/- each, or so we thought. However, when we arrived 
III IIIIH den of iniquity we discovered that the 6/- was for only 
(mo room containing two beds. Not adverse to saving a few 
iM|icoM wc took it and after cutting a pack of cards, Mr. Gill 
mill S îKiiHlmnn Larcombe were awarded the beds T h e rest of 

us spread our sleeping bags on the floor. Oxu: evening meal, 
taken in order to celebrate Larcombe's birthday, was then 
delivered to us. This meal practically defies adequate descrip-
tion, but if one can imagine a plate of flat bread, a dish of 
cold potatoes and a raw onion—^than that was it! W e were able 
to supplement this with a hip flask of brandy that Mr. Gill had 
been jealously guarding until now, and while we were eating we 
were aware that we were imder the observation of a large rat 
which was sitting under the dressing table. Having closed all 
the windows and sprayed the room for two minutes with an 
aerosol bomb we lay down to sleep (doing our best not to disturb 
the lizards that were on the walls). 

We left the next morning by tricycle rickshaw for the T a j 
Mahal. It is not easy to describe the feelings experienced when 
one first sees this building, as words like " beaut i fu l" and 
" majest ic" seem to have lost a lot of their descriptive power. 
However, I think we all were in agreement that this was the 
most magnificent sight that w e had seen in our entire trip. 
W e w a l k ^ down the tree lined avenue beside the ornamental 
lakes and gardens until we reached the entrance to the actual 
tomb, and on removing our shoes were allowed to wander freely 
all round the building. W e left the T a j Mahal with many a 
backward glance and set off to collect our kit from the hotel. 
During this return trip we were descended upon by a swarm 
of locusts. T h e y covered everything, the sky, the ground and 
all the trees and bushes. However, they soon passed on and 
then we left Agra en route for Delhi again. 

(To be Continued) 
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The Original Boys Band Royal Signals 
B Y C A P T A I N A . E . JENKINS 

The Boys' Band started in what was then the 6th (Boys) 
Training Regiment at Beverley in Yorkshire. The Provost 
Sergeant at that time was Sergeant Humphries and to keep the 
boy detainees occupied he let them practice on two old cavalry 
trumpets which were his property. Two boys named Mclver 
and Dixon (who are both now senior N.C.O.s in the Corps) 
were at that time frequent inhabitants of the guardroom—due 
mainly to high spirits. They were also keen trumpeters and 
proved very adaptable. Soon they were allowed by Lieutenant-
Colonel A. J. Keddie (who was then C O. the Regiment) to blow 
certain bugle calls. By September, 1950, six boys were reason-
ably proficient and Sergeant Humphries began pressing for the 
formation of a boys band. 

The Regiment had only recently expanded from Squadron 
strength. The problem to find equipment for the increased 
number of " hobbies " classes was a difficult one. I was P.R.I, 
at the time and all available cash was being spent on photo-
graphic enlargers, model electric trains, etc., plus trying to equip 
a Boys' Club. In those early days we were not fortunate enough 
to have the W.V.S. Therefore, at this stage the Band was not 
taken seriously, mainly because there was no money to finance 
it, but Sergeant Humphries held regular practices with his six 
buglers. 

In October, 1950, the Revd. Hargreaves of Beverley Minster 
was approached and asked if the " Last Post" could be sounded 
in the Minster, on Armistice Day, by one of our boys. The 
R.A.F. from Leconfield had for many years held this prerogative. 
However, he agreed. The boys rose to the occasion, so much so 
that in the following year we received more invitations for 
buglers for Armistice Day Services than we could accept. 

Two of the earliest public appearances were as follows. On 
the 9th December, 1950, the trumpeters sounded a Fanfare for 
the Lord Mayor of Hull, and on the 14th December, 1950, just 
before leave, the six trumpeters sounded for the local T.A. 
Heavy Coastal Battery at their aimual get-together. The Deputy 
C I.G.S. was present and was most impressed by the appearance, 
bearing and keenness of the boys. In late January early 
February, 1951, Sergeant Humphries came to my office with the 
information that the local A.C.F. was closing down and that 
they had some instruments and would probably lend them. I 
contacted Captain Consett of the East Yorkshire Regiment who 
was O.C. Cadets and he offered us the loan of the equipment, 
stating that it was practically unuseable. Permission was obtained 
from Colonel Keddie to go ahead with this and liaison produced 
a miscellaneous selection of very part-worn instruments but 
included a good mace, sheepskin and drum major's sash. 

The Band commenced training on Saturday, 7th February, 
1951, in a disused quarry at the back of the camp. It was very 
cold, and it was still much the nature of an experiment and did 
not have the full blessing of all the powers that be. Drum sticks 
were made from old towel rails and old flag sticks from the 
Q.M. Dump. The ends were shaped and hardened in the 
Guardroom fire. The top drum skins were salvaged from the 
equipment, but the bottom skins were ordinary draughtsman's 
cartridge paper, more than great care had to be taken of the 
slightest showers of rain. Trumpet mouthpieces were used in 
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the bugles because they were so worn that the bugle mouth-
pieces slipped right in. 

Sergeant Humphries then discovered in the stables of the 
East Yorkshire Regiment one old tenor drum less skin, and a 
pair of cymbals, one of which was cracked. It was later estab-
lished that these cymbals once belonged to the East Yorkshire 
Militia. We were given permission to use this equipment and 
members of the old 6 Boys' Regiment must remember Boy 
Kemp who measured about 4 ft. tall banging the cymbals with 
all the strength in his little arms. On 9th March, 1951, the 
Band paraded up through the camp for the first time and 
played their full vocabulary of tunes—two in number—this 
brought forth a crowd of Band volunteers. An offer of the loan 
of 10 bugles from the 4th Battalion East Yorkshire Regiment at 
Hull was accepted and the Band was in being. Indeed it was 
now possible to parade a reserve Band if necessary, and all in 
the period of one winter and spring term. 

The position at this time was that we had formed an un-
official Band on borrowed equipment. The first church parade 
with the Band took place in April, 1951. It was from the Unit 
to Beverley Minster. On hearing the drums and bugles and 
seeing the appearance of the boys, the people literally lined the 
streets and waited for the service to finish to see the boys on 
their return march. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Keddie then decided to bring the Band 
out into the open and invited the Brigade Commander who was 
then Brigadier J. J. Durivier, C.B.E., down to Beverley to a parade 
of our own Band. He was very impressed and promised all the 
help possible. The then Captain J. L . Judd, the Director of 
Music, also promised to help all he could but as the band was 
not official could not supply music teachers or anything of that 
nature. 

Brigade H.Q. also supported claims for some equipment from 
Ordnance and this started to arrive and the borrowed items 
were returned to their owners. I was instructed by Lieutenant-
Colonel Keddie to recognise the Band as a Unit " hobby" and 
in my quarterly " budget" to give them a fair allocation, this 
meant the purchase of at least one bugle per term plus some 
replacement sticks and cords. 

The Boys' Band which was 35 strong by the summer paraded 
for the first time for the " Old Comrades " at Catterick Camp. 
The Boys were one of the highlights of the day. During the 
following autumn the boys " Beat Retreat" around the East 
Riding on 27 occasions. TTie Band also played for the Adminis-
trative Inspection of the Royal Signals at Scarborough. 

Within our own Unit the Band always played on ceremonial 
occasions and the " piece-de-resistance " of this period was a 
Trooping of the Colour done entirely by the boys. White gloves 
for the parade were kindly lent by the Hull Police Force. As a 
matter of interest the " colours " were made up as follows. A 
Corps flag, purchased from the C.O.'s Fund. The " Sash " was 
the cord from Major I. McAnsh's dressing gown. The tassels 
were from the Unit Church and the Pike and Staff with carrying 
equipment was given us by a local Scout unit. 

It was during the winter—or early spring—(unfortunately I 
cannot remember the date) that the Band and Display Team 
were asked if they could help with an Old Comrades Reunion 
at York. The day was cold, miserable and wet, but the Band, 
drill and display teams carried on as if it was mid-summer. 
So much so that this memorable day is still remembered and 
spoken of by people who attended. 

It was at about this time that Brigadier Firth had the brilliant 
idea of asking Old Comrade Branches if they would like to 
donate a silver trumpet to the Band. 

The first was supplied by the Old Comrades (It is fair to 
remember that some of the trumpets were donated by Regtdar 
Regiment of the Corps.—Ed.) and others soon began to arrive. 
The Band was here to stay. 

If names mean anything I can remember some of the originals. 
Apart from Mclver and Dixon already mentioned, the first 
Drum-Major was Boy/Sergeant Galloway, Solo Drummer was 
Boy/Littlejohn, Solo Buglers and Fanfare specialists were Boys 
Nurse, Broom, Shakespeare, Toms and Tedman. 

The fact that such strong foundations were laid for the Band 
was entirely due to the keenness of the boys—the untiring efforts 
of Sergeant Humphries (he was awarded the B.E.M. for his 
services) and the contacts that Lieutenant-Colonel Keddie made 
who unhesitatingly found the equipment to get started. 
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(Concluded) 

Another factor which contributed to the victory of the 
Katangans was the Katangan Air Force. Before hostilities 
began the Katangan Air Force consisted of three Fouga Magister 
Jets and one WWII German Domier bomber. The U.N. 
managed to destroy two of the jets and the bomber but one of 
the jets was not at Elisabethville Airport when the U.N. troops 
struck. This solitary Katangan jet controlled the skies over 
ElisabethviUe as the U.N. posessed only DC-3 twin-prop trans-
ports and no fighter aircraft at this time. U.N. positions in 
Hlisabethville were being constantly attacked by this jet. It had 
a scream to it reminiscent of a WWII German Stuka dive 
bomber. This also contributed to the lowering of the morale 
of the U.N. troops. Until the truce was agreed on 26th Septem-
ber, 1961. this jet was the mainstay of the Katangan Forces. 

TTie superior armament of the Katanga Forces also contri-
buted to their victory, in the September fightmg. Each in-
dividual soldier possessed the Belgian F.N. fuUy automatic rifle. 
Their armoured cars possessed 2-pounder guns and 3-inch 
Browning machine guns. They also possessed 81 mm. mortars. 
On the U.N. side the Irish were the best armed troops. They 
also possessed the Belgian F.N., N.C.O.s possessed the Swedish 
Gustave S.M.G. fitted with bayonets. Each section had its own 
Bren L.M.G. and each platoon possessed two 60 mm. mortars 
and a Vickers M.M.G. The Support Platoon also possessed 
Vickers and Browning M.M.G.s and 81 mm. mortars and 84 mm. 
recoilless rifles. The Indians were very poorly armed with the 
Lee Enfield .303 bolt-operated rifle. The Katangans also 
possessed 18 pounder artillery guns, but for some reason or 
another they were not used in the fighting. 

The seventh factor which contributed to the U.N.O. troops 
defeat was the Baluba Refugee Camp at Prinz Leopold Farm, 
Ulisabethville, area occupied by troops of the 35th Irish Battalion. 
'ITiis camp at all times had to have a large guard or otherwise 
these people would have advanced into the city and created a 
situation that would have been chaotic. As it was, the Katangans 
mortared the camp on several occasions, killing innocent women 
and children and Irish and Swedish troops had a difficult time 
restraining thousands of warriors from breaking out of the camp 
nnd running amok in the city. One Irish Company and a 
Swedish Battalion, that was badly needed by the U.N. Com-
mand for operations in the city had to be kept at aU times in 
the vicinity of this camp. The only troops that were readily 
available to the U.N. Command were two Battalions of the 
I St Indian Independent Brigade Group and two Companies of 
the Irish Battalion. 

The final factor which contributed to the U.N. defeat was 
ihc reluctance of the U.N. Senior Officers to order the mortaring 
of the centre of Elisabethville which was in the hands of 
Kntangan troops. The reason for this was very simple. The 
U.N. did not want to kill or injure any civiUans in the city and 
the Katangans took advantage of this, occupying houses ovraed 
by Europeans and sniping at U.N. troops from them. In many 
cases the U.N. troops did not return the fire on these houses 
as they knew that Europeans were living in them. TTius, tihe 
liumane way the U.N. Command conducted the campaign was 
another factor in the defeat of the U.N. troops. 

The September fighting as already stated began on 13th 
September and ended in a truce on 26th of the same month. 
During this time the city was in Katangan hands and the U.N. 
sent punitive expeditions into the city only to be ambushed and 
engaged by large groups of Katangan troops, and had to with-
draw to base. The troops that saw the most fighting in Elisabeth-
ville at this time was the Irish Company stationed at the 
hoitpital, railway tunnel and roundabout. Thousands of roimds 
of ammunition was poured on these troops but none of them 
was injured. Instead the Irish troops retaliated with a vigour 
which amazed their own oflicers. For troops who had never 
bcfn in action before they behaved like seasoned veterans. 

Albcrtville, on the shores of Lake Tanganyika, was held by 
the Indians. Kamina Base, north-west of Elisabethville, was 
held by the ist Irish Infantry Group, despite repeated attacks 
hy thousands of pro-Tshombe Lulua warriors. They charged 
across the open space around the base only to be cut down by 
VickcrH lire from the entrenched Irish positions. The warriors, 
illrr very heavy losses, withdrew from the base. The only parts 

111 Kiitanga completely occupied by Katangan troops was the 
iiiwn t)f Jiidotville, where they took 150 Irish prisoners, and the 
vllIiiKc of Kongolo in the far north of Katanga. 

At 00.01 hours on 26th September, 1961, a red flare was fired 
over the U.N. positions in Elisabethville denoting a truce had 
been agreed to by both sides and a cessation of hostilities. It 
had been a very embarrassing two weeks for the U.N. Command. 
The U.N. Command had failed miserably in the seeking of 
their objective. Over 200 U.N. prisoners were taken to the 
I50-odd Katangan prisoners. But again, both sides knew that 
the fighting was not yet over. 

Tii « Dec« inb«r Fighting 
In mid-October, 1961, the exchange of prisoners began. At 

the same time both sides began to build up its Forces again in 
Elisabethville. By mid-November the Katangan strength in 
Elisabethville was estimated at 6,000 men plus a strong Squadron 
of Armoured Cars. The U.N. had built up its strength also. 
They now possessed a strong Air Force consisting of six Can-
berra Jet Bombers of the Indian Air Force, six Sabre Jet Fighters 
of the Ethiopian Air Force and six Saab Fighters of the Swedish 
Air Force. Extra troops had also been drafted into Elisabeth-
ville by the end of November. The Malayan Special Force 
Group with Ferret armoured cars, an Ethiopian Battalion, an 
Irish Anti Aircraft Group armed with radar controlled Bofors 
and another Regiment of the Indian Brigade Group, reinforced 
the U.N. strength. 

On 30th November, 1961, hostilities again broke out. Katangan 
troops set up a road block on the main road ruiming to the 
Airport, halted all U.N. Traffic and began to search it. Brigadier 
Raia, U.N. Commander in Ehsabethville, ordered the Katangan 
Commander, General Moke, to lift the road block. He refused. 
A Company of Gurkhas then attempted to remove the road 
block by force; shooting broke out and aU the Katangans man-
ning the road block were killed and wounded. Within an hour 
shooting again broke out all over Elisabethville. But this time 
the U.N. Command had the upper hand. 

On ist December, 1961, a new Irish BattaUon, the 36th (fresh 
from Ireland to relieve the 35th) began to arrive at Elisabethville 
Airport. The Katangans mortared the airport as the planes 
containing the Battalion began to land. One Irish soldier was 
killed and several injured. This Battalion, fresh from Ireland, 
was given the tough task of taking the Railway Tunnel and 
roundabout from seasoned Katangan troops entrenched there. 
After severe fighting, the Irish took the tunnel and roundabout 
losing an Officer, a Sergeant and a Corporal. The Katangans 
coimterattacked but the Irish remained & m in their positions. 

Now the Katangans began to feel what the U.N. troops had 
felt in the September fighting. The U.N. Air Force strafed 
and bombed Katangan positions in the city. U.N. fighters 
screamed at roof top height over the city machine guns raking 
a path of destruction through Katangan lines. At the same time, 
the Bomber Wing of the U.N. Air Force, the six Canberras, 
razed all the big factories, mines and supply depots at Jadot-
ville, and then commenced the same in Elisabethville and 
Shirikolobwe. All Katangan mines and factories were in ruins. 
The U.N. had now succeeded in ruining Katanga economically. 
It was at this stage that Tshombe made his grandstand appeal 
that cost hundreds of lives. This was in mid-December with 
Ehsabethville virtually in U.N. hands. He appealed to every 
man, woman and child in Katanga to rise, grasp what weapons 
they could and kill all the "Blue Helmets." The Katangan 
troops organised a raid on U.N. H.Q. itself only to be driven 
back by the Gurkhas. They also attacked the Airport, siurging 
across the runways yelling and shooting, only to be mowed down 
mercilessly by the Indians entrenched there. No one can say 
that the mercenary Officers leading the Katangans behaved like 
cowards the U.N. Command pointed them out to be. It was 
they who organised the now dispirited Katangan troops to these 
Kamikaze like suicide raids. 

Aftermath of tho Fighting 
After the December fighting the city of Ehsabethville re-

sembled Berlin after the war. In the centre of the city the ultra 
modem shops and self-service stores were razed to the ground. 
Everywhere the stench of death lay heavy on the air. Here and 
there strewn amongst the still smouldering ruins of this once 
modem sity could be seen the body of a man, black and white, 
Katangan and U.N. One asked himself what was it all for and 
was it worth it. Here these Irish and Swedish, Malayans and 
Indians had fought for a cause they still did not fully under-
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stand. There, the decomposing bodies of these men lay until 
medical orderlies removed them. They were eventually flown 
home to their own countries for burial. 

The City lay in ruins. Katangan troops stiU remained in the 
city but had no way of getting food. The U.N. Command fed 
these troops, who had such a short time before fought against 
U.N. Troops. 

Upturned and burned cars, smoking buildings and open 
sewers, and the smell of decaying and burned bodies, this was 
the legacy of the fighting. And, although the U.N. Command 
had won the campaign, mihtarily, they had still failed in their 
main objective, to return Katanga to the Central Government. 

Thus began the conferences and meetings, and up to the 
present time, Katanga has still not come under the control of 
the Central Government. 

Summing Uli 
As pointed out in the beginning of this article the Congo is a 

vast country. It is a poor country, not rich in minerals (except 
for Katanga). The other five provinces of the Congo would 
remain one vast slumland without Katanga. 

U.N. negotiators and troops are still stationed in Katanga 
and will continue to remain there until Katanga is once more in 
its rightful place, as a Province of the Central Government. 

As a soldier, I will never forget the Congo affair. Having 
served there for over a year, I met troops of over a dozen, 
different nationalities and different colours and different creeds. 
I wiU never forget them. The devotion to duty and the true 
comradeship (so essential to the soldier) was unique. Here under 
the Banner of the United Nations these troops had found a true 
brotherhood fighting and dying for a common cause. The 40 
Ghanaian troops massacred at Port Francqui, the 13 Italian 
airmen massacred at Kivu Province and the nine Irish troops 
killed in ambush in North Katanga, these were all members of 
this unique brotherhood. They fought well in action together. 

As a soldier, I have heard of many tales of bravery and devo-
tion to duty in Katanga. The UN., troops behaved the same, 
of course, in the other five Provinces. One, I would like to 
mention. Although I never had the honour of meeting this brave 
Officer in the Congo, my comrades and I heard quite a lot 
about him. He was a feitish Army Officer, Major Richard 
Lawson. His devotion to duty won Major Lawson one of his 
ovm country's highest honours, the Distinguished Service Order. 
The spirit of Major Lawson typified the spirit of the U.N. 
troops. 

The men who died fighting for the United Nations in the 
Congo, died fighting for humanity. This must not be forgotten. 
The Secretary General of the United Nations himself, gave his 
life for the re-unification of this shattered country. In years to 
come when the Republic of the Congo is once again a united 
country and under its own Government, the Congolese wiU 
remember with pride of the " Blue Helmets " who died to make 
this possible. 

Gorilla Safari 
236 SC|lJAI»»ON 

There are a few remaining adventures in our over-civilised 
life, and one of them is tracking wild and dangerous animals. 
When these animals are also amongst the rarest in the world, 
there is a sense of achievement in getting anywhere near them. 
Almost on the Equator, on the Congo-Uganda frontier, lie the 
Birunga Mountains. This lovely range is a series of volcanic 
peaks, of which the highest, Muhavura, rises to over 13,000 feet. 
The lower slopes are intensely cultivated, but a few thousand 
feet up, this gives way to thick bamboo jungle, and near the 
top this, in turn, gives way to thin scrub and scree. All 
around are the forest-covered hills and shining lakes of Central 
Africa, the watershed of those two great rivers the Nile and the 
Congo. 

On these mountains live some of the few remaining families 
of Mountain Gorilla, the largest of the apes; a fully-grown male 
can weigh up to 35 stone and stand between six and seven feet 
high. Although there are still a fair number of the smaller 
coastal gorillas in Africa and in captivity, these mountain gorillas 
are almost extinct, and one of the few in captivity is a male 
called Reuben, in the London Zoo. 

Last summer, a party of six from 236 Squadron, left Nairobi 
by car to try and get near enough to see these mountain gorillas 
in their natural habitat. It is about 750 miles from Nairobi to 
the little village of Kisoro at the foot of Muhavura. 

Kisoro is almost the end of the world, but not quite, for it 
supports a small hotel with African Rondavels as rooms, a water 

supply that comes on the heads of local natives, and a gay, 
cheerful bar, where the landlord, Walter Baumgartel, will, over 
a whisky, talk gorillas all night. " T h e Traveller's Rest" is 
worth a visit. Through Walter, we hired Reuben, the moimtain 
guide, after whom the London Zoo gorilla is named. At 8 o'clock 
the next morning we drove up to Reuben's house where we 
picked him up with his two assistants and drove on two or three 
miles to get out by a notice informing us that " Gorillas are 
dangerous," and that it was forbidden to photograph them. 
Loading up with what turned out in the event to be the 
useless impedimenta of cameras and binoculars, and the very 
useful loads of water-bottles, sweets, biscuits and cigarettes, 
we set out on foot. 

The usual, and dehghtful, experience of wild life in East 
Africa today is from the seat of a closed car in a National Park, 
or the safety of the well-known Treetops Hotel. Going on foot, 
unarmed, through narrow tracks and game trails in a forest 
where gorilla, elephant, buffalo and leopard live is a quite 
different and altogether more rewarding and exciting experience. 
Reuben had told us that he thought we had a slight chance of 
finding gorilla as there was a family somewhere on our side 
of the mountain. 

The two assistants went ahead to look for goriUa tracks, and 
Reuben led us up the mountain. At first we went through open 
wooded country with patches of cultivation on the steep hillside, 
but it was not long before we left this to enter the thick forest. 
The real work now began. From time to time there were 
traces of goriUa, some half-eaten bamboo or wild celery, broken 
branches, the remains of a nest or droppings, but they were 
always days or weeks old. Gorillas move through the forest in 
families, eating vegetation as they go and making sleeping nests 
of branches on the ground or in trees. Although they can move 
like lightning when the need arises, they usually lead a com-
fortable leisurely hfe, ambling slowly through country where 
their food grows in abundance. If disturbed, the family will 
disappear into the forest, but if provoked or frightened, they 
are liable to charge, and their strength is such that they can 
tear a man apart. The first few charges are often mock charges, 
accompanied by terrifying roars, during which the animal tries 
to frighten his enemy. If the enemy does not take this very 
obvious hint and move off slowly, the real charge follows. So 
we had been advised that if we found a gorilla and it charged, 
we should stand still until it stopped, and then move off very 
slowly backwards. 

After about an hour of exhausting climbing, during which 
breath began to come a little short, and muscles unused to this 
sort of exercise, began to make themselves felt, we joined up 
with the two assistant guides—a fresh trail had been found. We 
followed a narrow path along the side of the mountain for a 
few hundred yards, and came across bamboo shoots that had 
obviously been torn up and partly eaten that day. After a few 
photographs we followed the trail into the thick forest. Follow-
ing Reuben in single file we tried hard to move quietly, but 
knew we must have been audible a mile away. In the deathly 
quiet of a forest, the sharp crack of a twig breaking underfoot 
was like a thunderclap. Reuben's quick eyes found the marks 
of the animals everywhere along the trail, bits of food, broken 
grass and undergrowth, fresh dung, perhaps only a couple of 
hours old, or a vast knuckle print in a patch of soft soO. We 
knew we were getting nearer. Tired muscles and weary lungs 
got new life, cameras were adjusted, and supreme efforts to 
practise jungle craft were made. Sometimes the trail would be 
lost and we would go back a short way whilst the trackers 
searched again and decided on the right direction. 

At last the dung was still steaming and the ground where 
the grass was flattened was still warm to touch. We were only 
minutes, perhaps even seconds, behind. We hardly dared 
breathe. Reuben was signalling his assistants with clicks of his 
fingers. The undergrowth was too dense to stand upright, 
except occasionally in small clearings. It was crawl or stoop, or 
drag oneself along flat on one's stomach; speed and silence were 
essential, but almost impossible. 

The end came quickly. From a few yards ahead the most 
terrifying blood-curdling sound that we had ever heard cut 
through the forest. Part roar, part bark; part human, part 
animal; a bellow of rage and a cry of fear, no words can really 
describe it. The gorilla rushed towards us accompanied by a 
crashing of breaking trees and branches. For a split second we 
were rooted to the spot. Reuben broke the spell. With a 
shout and a wave of his panga he turned and ran. All thoughts 
of standing and retreating slowly backwards vanished. We also 
turned to run, but we could hardly move. The thick forest 
impaled us and held us in its grip, and left only a heap of six 
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"CROSSING THE LINE" 

Left to right: Sergeant McNally, Major Hardy, Lance Corporal 
Ferrier, Corporal Bockman, Captain Blake, Signalman Chesters 

disorganised soldiers. Spectacles went flying, hats ended up on 
trees and camera straps were caught firmly round branches. 

Seconds, which seemed like ages, later, the noise stopped. 
The gorilla had won another bloodless battle for his right to 
live peacefully and undisturbed on his own mountainside, and 
he took his family silently off out of reach of the intruders. 
We picked ourselves up, retrieved our belongings scattered over 
the forest floor, collected a hat that was (so quickly was the 
action over) still spinning silently on a broken bamboo stump, 
and followed Reuben away from the scene of the debacle. 
Although only he had actually seen the charging animal, and 
we now knew that the only mountain gorilla we should ever 
SCO would be behind bars, we were filled with a sense of great 
achievement and satisfaction at having got so near. 

2 2 0 $ 4 | V A D R 0 N 

Berlin is frequently in the news, but we, regrettably, are not. 
Let us hope that these notes will to some extent correct that 
omission. 

The Squadron performs two main communication tasks. 
Firstly, the provision and manning of static communications 
operating within and out of Berlin, and secondly, what may 
be regarded as normal Brigade mobile communications. Addi-
tionally, and purely because of our location, the Squadron pro-
vides and mans the control ends of several allied systems. 

As interest in Berlin from many sources rises, so do com-
munications increase. It is not surprising, therefore, that in 
the last eighteen months the Squadron commitments have more 
ihun doubled. We are not complaining; it keeps us busy and 
everyone on the top line. 

Allied co-operation is essential, as is a knowledge of Allied 
procedure. Communication-wise, the French language creates a 
problem. There is a French operator who invariably fools 
lu'wcomers with his " How do you hear this station " muttered 
in II pure Oxford accent. He has learned this phrase parrot-
liisliion and cannot speak another word of English. T h e British 
tolilicrs retains his reputation for making himself understood 
III iiny language. 

Herlin is a very attractive city, offering many forms of amuse-
iiii'iit, ranging from the opera and splendid museums to expen-
'.ivo, iind often disappointing night clubs. We are extremely 
liiiliy in the sporting facilities available on our doorstep, 
I lie Olympic Stadium. N o less than three swimming pools, 
iiiir <>r which is indoor and open the year round, four hockey 
pill lies iind an equal number of soccer and rugby pitches. There 
•Ml' iiiiniH courts and squash courts, a miniature range, and 
(jyniiiiiHiiim, all in the immediate area. Not surprising that our 
iiiiiiio is " w o r k and play hard." 

We have had many visitors from units in Western Germany 
to stay with us for a long week-end and all have thoroughly en-
joyed being in Berlin. 

We are always delighted to help units in this way and can 
arrange sporting fixtures for visiting teams. 

Captain K . Olds, the Squadron Second-in-Command, was 
married to Lieutenant Mary Tasker, Q.R.A.N.C. , at St. George's 
Church, Berlin, on Monday, 22nd October, 1962. Major Beattie 
was best man and his two daughters were bridesmaids. T h e 
bride was given away by Major C. Florence, R.T.R. Officers of 
the Squadron and of Brigade H.Q. Mess formed a guard of 
honour as the couple left the church. Captain and Mrs. Olds 
were then drawn away from the church in a highly polished 
D K W i- ton by Warrant Officers and Sergeants of the Unit 
pulling on white ropes. Photographs of this latter episode were 
given half a page in the newspaper Bild Zeitung. A reception 
was held for over a hundred guests in the Dorset House Officers' 
Mess with a final drink in the Corporals' Club before the couple 
departed for a honeymoon in Austria. 

Welcome to the Squadron Mrs. Olds, the Wives' Club meets 
on the last Friday in every month. 

Far«w<;I I 
On Saturday, 27th October, the Squadron paraded to say 

goodbye to the last National Serviceman. Major B. A. Beattie, 
having made a short speech in which he paid tribute to the 
many National Servicemen who had served in the Squadron, 
presented to Signalman A . Thomson a shield bearing the Corps 
crest backed by the flags of the Nations serving in Berlin and 
suitably inscribed " T o the last National Serviceman to serve 
with 229 Signal Squadron (Berlin) " followed by the date and 
Signalman Thomson's name. 

The C.S.O. B.A.O.R., Brigadier E. J. C. Harrison, O.B.E., 
visited the Squadron from 3rd to 7th October. He took the 
opportunity of interviewing every Officer, Warrant Officer and 
senior N.C.O. in the Squadron during the visit. 

Donning a white safety helmet, he, with the Squadron Com-
mander and Mr. Sudell of Tels Liaison Group were treated to 
a trip up the partially built communication tower at Waimsee 
by the Director of the Landespost Berlin. Rather frightening 
this as the party travelled in a wire cage up the outside of the 
tower and stepped out on to a boarded platform which revealed 
a 400 ft. drop in gaps between the loose boards. 

Brigadier Harrison spent an interesting morning touring 
American installations where he lunched (a trifle early) with 
the U.S. Signal Company. 

On Saturday, 6th October, he and his family witnessed the 
Military Tattoo in which the Royal Signals display team gave 
their usual polished and amusing motor cycle display. T h e 
C.S.O. had taken an opportunity that morning to talk to every 
member of the team. 

T h e very complex control system for this big event was 
planned by the T . O . T . , Lieutenant N. A . Parker, installed and 
operated by members of the Squadron. Sufficient to say it 
worked smoothly on both nights. 

Major B A Beattie presenting a commemorative shield to Signalman 
A. Thomson the last National Serviceman to serve in 229 Squadron 
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Lieutenant-Colonel A. J. Sabel, U.S. Signal Corps, Brigadier E. J. 
C. Harrison, O.B.E., C.S.O., B.A.O.R., Major B. A. Beattle, O.C. 

229 Squadron 

ll<Mn<Mnliraiice D a y 
On Sunday, n t h November, the Unit performed its annual 

task of providing P.A. equipment and telephones at the British 
War Cemetery for the Armistice Day service. T h e Squadron 
wreath was laid by Lieutenant P. R. Davies and Sergeant D . 
G . Perry. Three N.C.O.s acted as wreath bearers for V.I.P.s. 

Sport. T h e Squadron soccer team were beaten four goals to 
three in the first round of the B.A.O.R. Minor Units Cup by 
" C " Squadron 4 Royal Tanks. 

Several members of the Squadron play hockey for the 
" Casuals" in the Major Units League. Captain K . H. Olds 
is a r e ^ a r player for Berlin Combined Services Hockey Team 
and Lieutenant P. R. Davies, with his brother in the King's 
Regiment, plays for the Combined Services Rugby X V . No 
mean feat this for the Davies brothers with the Welch Regiment 
serving in Berlin. 

Major B. A. Beattie has been selected to umpire a hockey 
match between B.A.O.R. and the French services on i6th 
October. 

Christmas 
T h e wives, bless 'em, are in the throes of organising a stall 

for the British National Bazaar (locally known as the Ancient 
Britons). These nationals are elderly women of British origin 
who have lived in Germany for many years, most of whom are 
in poor circumstances and some who live in near poverty on 
the other side of the Wall in East Germany. T h e money raised 
gives a party for these women and provides them with food 
parcels. 

With more children than soldiers in the Unit, S.S.M. K . 
Hadfield, with his committee of wives, is extremely busy 
planning the Christmas party. 

We wish all members of the Corps a very happy Christmas 
and good communications in 1963. 

234 SQIJADUOIV 

Since our last notes we have welcomed Lieutenant Field and 
our new S.S.M., W.O.II Molony and said farewell to Captain 
Reid. 

T h e Aquatic Sports have always been this Squadron's forte 
in Malta and two or three trophies are normally resident in 
the Unit. However, this year w e completed the " G r a n d 
S l a m " and A L L six trophies were won by the Squadron 
swimmers, namely: 

T h e Major Units Swimming. 
T h e Minor Units Swimming. 
T h e Inter-Servdce Units Water Polo League. 
T h e Minor Units Water Polo League. 
T h e Major Units Water Polo Knock-out. 
T h e Minor Units Water Polo Knock-out. 

A most creditable achievement, particularly the Inter-
Service Water Polo League, where we really met some strong 
opposition. T e a m : A. Wilson, S. Dymond, Lance-Corporal 
X. F. Vella, Corporal Mitchell, Sergeant Birkett. Congratula-
tions to all. 

Hockey, Rugby and soccer are all getting under way and 
there is little to report as yet. T h e hockey players are most 
advanced, having played five, won three and lost two. There 
has been a considerable amount of rain in Malta for October 
and Rugby promises an earlier start than usual. 

245 S Q U A D K O N 

This month saw the first of our small radio exercises and a 
party of five ventured away from home territory. T h e pairty 
consisted of Second-Lieutenant R. S. F. Cathmoir, Corporal 
HoUins, Lance-Corporal Ottley and Signalman Griffiths. T h e 
'fifth member of the party being the long suffering and ever 
faithful dog, " Rocky." T h e first day saw us at the Oil Post of 
Marsa el Brega; this is a large storage and administrative area 
for the oil fields. W e left the poit and camped the first night 
beside the main road into the Zelten oil fields. After exhaust-
ing our vocabulary of Anglo-Saxon words because the wireless 
would not work, we sot about the preparation of the evening 
meal. Unfortunately, as there was a lot of sand in the air the 
food was sprinkled well and truly. 

Next day, after the morning meal and toilet was dispensed 
with, we packed up and left for Zelten. W e had not gone any 
distance down the road when the Land Rover overheated and 
we were forced to a stop. This trouble plagued us throughout 
the day and finally we surrendered to circimistances, still some 
30 miles out from Zelten. W e spent some time sitting by the 
roadside wondering if we would ever see Benghazi again, but 
fortunately a lorry stopped and volunteered to take us into 
Zelten to obtain help. So we despatched Corporal Hollins and 
after a period of about two hours he appeared in an Oil 
Company Land Rover and we were towed the rest of the way 
into the oil camp. Here we spent the night and most of the 
following day, sleeping in air-conditioned huts and eating 
delicious food. After clearing the cooling system, we decided 
to press back to Benghazi. On our way we met the i R.H.F. 
Dester Jock Expedition on its way to the Tibe&ti Mountains. 
T h e return journey went very smooshly and very quickly. W e 
arrived back in Benghazi after just five days from leaving. 

Sport in the Squadron is suffering a small setback and the 
football team is having some defeats, but the team still plays 
and enjoys itself. Hockcy is played by a few of the Squadron, 
amongst those playing are Captain Thikell and Corporal L . 
Walker. 

2 « 2 S Q U A D K O N 

It is now three months since this Squadron was officially 
formed. A great deal has developed in (hat time and things 
are running so smoothly one would think that we were a much 
older and established Unit. Records are keeping a fatherly 
eye on us and a steady trickle of reinforcements have been 
arriving to bring us nearer to establishment. 

There has been plenty of social activity within the Squadron 
and associated Units in Dihekelia. Our small but very active 
Wives' Club is busily planning the Squadron children's Christ-
mas party and .the Entertainments Committee, under the 
President, Corporal J. Flynn, are organising an outing to a 
Famagusta restaurant, followed by a visit to a night club and 
cabaret. T w o coaches have been " chartered " for this event 
—^let us hope we all find our way on to works parade later 
that morning ! 

T h e Dhekelia Area fireworks day literally went with a bang. 
S .Q.M.S. D . Armstrong found himself in a shelfless store as his 
high racking had been reassembled in the shape of our two 
fairground stalls by Corporal R. Chick and Radio Troop. T h e 
" Crown and Anchor " stall, manned by S.S.M. L . Dathan, ably 
assisted by Sergeant R. Brodie, Corporal J. Hall and Lance-
Corporal D . Salisbury, made a profit of £43 and the " Three 
Balls in a Bucket to Win a Goldfish " stall, run by Corporal 
C. Fuller, W.R.A.C. , and Lance-Corporal C. Bowyer, W.R.A.C. , 
netted £8 profit. A large proportion of the takings was donated 
to S.S.A.F.A., the rest, after expenses were deduaed, was 
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THE ASSOCIATION OF SERVICE NEWSPAPERS ADVERTISEMENT PAGES, 
6 7 / 6 8 lERMYN STREET. ST. JAMES'S, S . W . I . TEL. WHITEHALL 2504 

diVoma 

The glorious smell 
of freshly-roasted 

coffee beans tells you... 

NESCAFE 
IS s E N s m o m 
* NESCAFE is a registered trade mark to designate NestU's instant coffee 

THE CARLTON TOWER: 

< ADOCJAN PLACE, LONDON. S.W.i Tel: BELgravia 54" 

ffUitc'l iti <ii««l RilUIrt 

and extends a Cordial 
Invitation to Officers to 
avail themselves of the 
Hotel's facilities while 
visiting London. 

Situated in the heart of 
fashionable Knightsbridge, 
the Carlton Tower offers you 
luxuriously appointed rooms 
(or suites) with private bath, 
shower and television... 
intimate bars. . . two 
Restaurants—The Chelsea Room 
which is renowned for superb 
cuisine and fine wines, 
and the Rib Room where the 
speciality is Prime Roast Beef. 
The Tower Suite and the 
Grand Ballroom are available 
for Banquets, Weddings, 
Cocktail Parties, etc. 
— own garage ( joo cars). 

Singles from £3. 0. o. 
Doubles „ £3. 10. o. 
Twin „ £4. o. o. 

THE 
C A I \ p r O N T O W E R , 

One of the world's Eminent Hotels. 
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FAMOUS DRINKS IN YOUR MESS 
R U T H E R F O R D & M I L E S 

Old Trinity House 
B U A L 

M A D E I R A 

WILLIAMS & HUMBERT S \ 

DRY SACK " " 
WORLD FAMOUS " " 
S H E R R Y 

and of course 
WALNUT B R O W N 

p i 
(Jicflne 

d . O . M : 

THE WORLD FAMOUS LIOUEIiR 

C H A M P A G N E 

C j O C K B P H % 
PORT 

Remy Martin make 
Fine Champagne V.S.O.P. Cognac 
and nothing less good 

REMY MARTIN 
LATE BOTTLED 

QUINTA DO NOVAL 
1954 

VINTAGE PORT 

LEMON HART JAMAICA RUM. 

LAMB'S NAVY RUM. 

, COFFEE 
Uff LIQUEUR 

T / i e s e and all other famous 

drinks are obtainable 

through N.A.A.F.I. 

^CHAMPAGNE 

muofi 
b Q C K J W ' 

SANDEMAN 
PORT and 

SHERRY 

f o r c e s press 
DEVOTED ESPECIALLY TO THE PRINTING 

REQUIREMENTS OF THE SERVICES 
We can undertake all your printing, speedily and 
economically—from a Service history to your personal 
stationery. 
Journals — Recruiting Brochures — Programmes 
Information Booklets — Invitation Cards — Christmas 
Cards — Menu Cards — Visiting Cards — Die Stamping 
Letterpress — Photo Lithography 
With the latest machinery, in a new, modem plant, we 
achieve a standard of workmanship which cannot be 
surpassed. We would welcome a visit from you and the 
opportunity to quote for your printing requirements— 
large or small—we think you will be pleasantly surprised. 
Ask for a representative to call. 

THE FORCES PRESS 
THE FORCES PRESS, 

CRIMEA ROAD, ALDERSHOT, HANTS. 
Telephone: Aldershot 21293/5 
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Hratcfully received by Captain E. B. Foster, W.R.A.C., on behalf 
of P.R.I. Thanks go to Staff Sergeant M. Welsh and Main-
tenance Troop, and to Sergeant J. Gray, who, between them set 
up the P.A. and communications equipment for the show. 

(Contrary to the usual glowing reports of other Units' soccer 
successes, our Squadron eleven are having rather a lean time, 
hovering near (or on) the tail end of the local Minor Units' 
l.eaguc table. Spirit and morale is high and we are improving. 
Wc hope that by the time these notes are published we have a 
few victories to our credit. 

On the Administrative side, we have had two recent visits 
from the C.S.O., NEARELF, Brigadier C. T. Honeybourne, 
o.ii.i;. He was pleased with our present rate of progress and 
was impressed with the S.S.M.'s wall, under construction around 

S.H.Q. The S.S.M., ably supported by Corporal J. Green 
and his " minions," have made many people eat their own 
words, for the wall is as good, if not a better job than an A.W.O. 
could have built (now for the garden !). 

The Squadron supplied a contingent for the Area Remem-
brance Day parade. Lieutenant-General Sir R. M. Anderson, 
K.C.B., C.B.E., D.S.O., G.O.C.-in-C., NEARELF, took the salute 
on the march past. 

Now that most of the settling down is over, we look forward 
to an intensive driver training programme, winter sports at 
Troodos, P.E. tests, range classification and, of course, the 
various Squadron social and sporting events. 

So until the next time, we wish all readers, wherever you 
are, a happy and prosperous New Year from all of us in Cyprus. 

'With Bayonets fixed. Drums beating and Colours flying" 

Council to Honour Signul Regiment 

45th (Essex) Signal Regiment (T.A.) to receive the Freedom of the Borough of 

Wanstead and Woodford. 

r n H E S E are the head-
I lines in the Press. 

That which hes behind 
them is a story of con-
tinuous initiative, hard 
work and co-operation 
during the 54 years of 
the Regiment's history 
with the County of Essex 
and, in particular, since 
1947 with the Borough 
of Wanstead and Wood-
ford (the constituency of 
that IMPORTANT NAVAL 

PERSON). 
The Regiment was 

adopted by Wanstead and 
Woodford in 1951, and, 
now in its Silver Jubilee 
year, the Borough con-
fers on the Regiment this 
signal h o n o u r . The 
m o t i o n , proposed by 
Alderman G. C. E. 
Dixon was: 

Lt. Col . J. H. M A N S F I E L D T .D . , 
A .B. , R. Signals T . A . Of f i ce r 
C o m m a n d i n g 45ch (Essex) Signal 
Reg iment T . A . 

" That in appreciation of the famous record and gallant 
iriulilions of the 4Sth (Essex) Signal Regiment, T.A., during 
(I period of S4 years of loyal and devoted service to the 
sovereigns of the realm and in recognition of its intimate 
association with this Borough since 1947, during which time 
wiwy local residents have rendered valuable service, the 
(U)UNCIL do approve in principle the proposal to confer 
upon the said Regiment the FREEDOM of ENTRY of this 
IIOROIJGII, being the right, privilege and honour of marching 
lltroiigh the streets of the Borough on all ceremonial occasions, 
wilh bayonets fixed, drums beating and Colours flying." 

'I'liiH honour is jealously awarded—only three previous Free-
iloins have been granted—Sir Winston and Lady Churchill 
Mini Sir James Hawkey. 

In proposing the motion, it was said that it was unusual to 
Iti'Niow Ihe honour on a corporate body—particularly on a 
Tcrriliiriul Regiment, but it was felt that the distinction was 

niiliilili- and justified. 
rill' flosc association with the Borough since 1947 is studded 

with numerous occasions when the Regiment has rendered will-
ing and important roles in Borough events. In recent years 
these have been: 

The unveiling ceremony of Sir Winston's statue, on which 
occasion the Regiment played a major part in its planning 
and provided a guard of honour for Field Marshal Lord 
Montgomery, which brought many bouquets of praise. 

Providing the mainspring of the Borough's Armistice celebra-
tions each year. 

In spite of the pressure in preparing for and taking part 
in " Fallex '62," doing a useful turn in planning and providing 
attractions during the Jubilee celebrations—The Corps Band, 
Quicksilver and Regimental Display. 

The Borough, in its turn has supported all our Regimental 
functions, recruiting, " at homes," children's parties, charity 
socials, etc., which are always graced by the presence of His 
Worship and the Aldermen of the Council. We have become 
interwoven in the pattern of life of the Borough, our Drill 
Hall is used by Red Cross, Cadets and shooting clubs, and 
there is a unity which has grown stronger with every year of our 
association. 

All this has reflected in the extraordinary recruiting success 
of this year—over 180 new recruits from local families and 
homes. 

The inspiration, foresight and drive for this year of success 
has flowed from the Commanding Officer, Lieutenant-Colonel 
J. H. Mansfield, T.D., A.I.B., T.A., through all ranks of the Regi-
ment, who have given their loyal support and cheerful hard 
work, unstintingly and willingly. 

Preparation for the ceremony will have to be fitted into the 
normal trade training programme, and we aim to give a very 
good account of ourselves in this, OUR BIG D A Y : 

27th APRIL, 1963 

On this day we shall be a very PROUD R E G I M E N T , and 
we would like to feel at one with our brothers in aU Signal 
Regiments, both T.A. and Re^lar, wherever they may be. 
In particular, with our affiliated Regiment, " the Super 
Sixteenth (of which the writer has particularly happy memories). 
It is sincerely hoped that they will be able to join with us in a 
token form on this day and the attendant celebrations. 

Finally, may we ask all Regiments to mark this event with a 
suitable notification in their Daily Part I Orders on that day. 

Meanwhile we march on—Certa Cito—with bayonets fixed, 
drums beating and flags flying. 
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45th (Essex) 
Signal Regiment 

T.A. 
1. Members of 2 Squadron preparing to move 

to Ex location during Fallex 62 

2. A ld e rman G. C. E. Dixon who proposed 
that the Regiment be awarded the Freedom 
of the Borough of Wanstead and Woodford 

3. Council lor W . O . J. Robinson J.P., His 
Worsh ip the Mayor of Wanstead and Wood-
ford proposing the toast to the Regiment a t 
the Annual Regimental Dinner, attended 

by A l l Ranks 

4. A Pause during Ex Fallex 62—The friendly 
spirit of co-operation between members of 
45th[Essex] Signal Regiment and a German 

Luftwaffe U n i t 

5. Brigadier E. J. C. Harr ison O.B.E., C.S.O., 
H . Q . B.A.O.R., talking to Corporal B. K. P. 
H a r d i m a n during Ex Jano IV in B.A.O.R. 
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Don't be 
vague 

Ask for 

Haig 

fcl ' 

THE OLDEST NAME IN 'SCOTCH' 

If 
only 

I had 
the 

money 
Y o u may have said it yourself. But, consider. 
Y o u will probably never have a better oppor-
tunity than you have now of putting some money 
aside for the future. Y o u enjoy good pay—with 
no overheads—and all the facilities of the Post 
Office Savings Bank scheme are yours for the 
asking. What could be simpler? 

Make saving a good habit. Save as much or 
as little as you like, but do it regularly. Keep 
your money in the Savings Bank as long as you 
possibly can. Y o u will find that it soon mounts 
up and collects interest—ready to help start 
you up in the trade you are now learning in the 
Service, or for furnishing your home when you 
get married. 

All the details of the scheme are in the leaflets 
illustrated here. Write to me personally, and I 
will send you a copy of the one that applies to 
your Service: 

Air Chief Marshal Sir Hugh W. L. Saunders, 
G.C.B., K.B.E., M.C., D.F.C., M.M., 

Chairman, H.M. Forces Savings Committee, 
1, Princes Gate, London, S.W.7 

Issued by H.M. Forces Savings Committee 
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, • j j S S ' 

F IRMS SUPPORT SERVICE URNALS 

THE S A U C E THAT DOES VOU 6 0 0 0 

B U L P I T T & S O N S , L T D . . 
BIRMINGHAM • ENGLAND. 

ALUMIN IUM HOLLOWARE 
ELECTRICAL APPLIANCES 

Pascall 
sweets 

irresistioie 
JAMKS PASCALL LlMlTEf) - MITCHAM • SUHKEV 

mzuk 
CIGARETTE PAPERS 

For Y o u r E n j o y m e n t 

Cal lard & Bowser ' s 
Celebrated "Thistle Brand" 

B U T T E R - S C O T C H 
F amou s s i n s e 1 8 3 7 

H A L L & E A R L LTD. 
' P u r i t e x ' M i l l s , T udo r R o a d , 

L E I C E ST ER 

Manufacturers of Underwear in Wool , 
Cotton, Art . Silk, etc Branded "Pur i tex" 
Gramsr "HANOIL" ' P h o n e : 2 3 I 0 5 ' 6 ' 7 ' 

Refreshes after work, travel and sport 

Wright's 
I COAL T A R SOAP 
i IDEAL FOR TOILET BATH AND NURSERY 

J. PARKINSON & S O N 
( S H I P L E Y ) L T D . 

PLAIN & UNIVERSAL MILLING 
MACHINES, SUNDERLANDGEAR 

PLANERS AND VICES 

SHIPLEY YORKS 

The only way 

to find out if 

Regal Fruit Drops and 

Everton Mints taste 

as good as they look 

is to TRY them: 

S M I X H S 

have crispness 

in the bas! 
Smith's Potato Crisps Limited, 

Great West Road, Brentford. MiddlcMK. 

Y o u get m o r e 
f o r y o u r money 

with all 

Ba^ratts 
s w e e - t s 

M A D E I N W O O D G R E E N L O N D O N 

There's nothing 
left when meals 
are served with 

a Y O R K " B R A N D 

Canadian Salmon 

Canned Vegetables 

Canned Fruits 

D R U M S 
& B U G L E S 

CONTACT 

GEORGE POTTER & CO. 
(MUSICAL INSTRUMENTS LTD.) 

ALDERSHOT 
EST. 1810 PHONE : 22100 

green label Polish Canned Meats 

J O H N L O U D O N & CO. L T D . 
No. I LONDON BRIDGE, S.E. I . 

M E C C A N O 
DINKY TOYS 
HORNBY TRAINS 

BAYKO 
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Th« Chief Signal OfRcer, Scottish Command, Colonel R. Linton, O.B.E. making 
the presontation of the Long Service and Good Conduct Medal to W O . I I Ser-
geant Major B. Norton of 3rd. Squadron, 64th. Regiment, T.A. The occasion was 

a Farewell and Dining Out Night given to Colgnel J. D. Stewart, T .D. 

»4th REGIMENT 

:i Sqiindron. Sunday, i8th November, 1962, was quite 
II tiny for 3 Squadron. At their T A . Centre on the«aouth of 
iilic River Clyde in Glasgow, Major J. D. Stewait, T.D'., the 
•Squadron Commander, was holding his farewell parade, and 
wiyiiiB " Goodbye " to the Squadron he had formed in 1951 as 

0̂0 (Independent) Squadron (T.A.) and commanded through 
ilN varied career as 3 (Independent) U.K.L.F. Squadron (T.A.), 
113 (U.K.L.F.) Squadron (T.A.) and finally, we hope, the 
Scottish Squadron of 64th Regiment (T.A.). He was leaving 
(<) mkc over command of 6ist (City of Edinburgh) Regiment 
Cr.A.), and at the end of the parade his successor. Major A. G. 
McI loul, after wishing him happy days with his new command, 
oiillcd for three cheers from the parade. 

C^olone R. l!,inton, O.B.E.. Chief Signal Officer, Scottish Com-
iiuiiul, had accepted an invitation to inspect the Squadron and 
(ircHcnit the Long Service and Good Conduct Medal to the 
S(|uadron P.S.I., W.O.II B. Horton, who, at 33 years of 
iiuc, must surely be one of ithe youngest Regulars to receive thds 
medal. 

Ill addition to Mrs. Stewait and Mrs. B. Horton the wives 
IIIKI families of many other members of the Squadron had come 
10 watch the parade; S.S.M. Horton's mother had, in fact, 
I ravelled over 400 miles from Bridgewater in Somerset to see 
hiT «on receive his award. 

After the parade. Major (now Lieutenant-Colonel) and Mrs. 
J. 1>. Stewart were invited by Corporal J. Cowan to visit the 
Junior Ranks Club and say their farewells, and later. Staff 
ScrKcant D. Blair, P.M.C., of the Warrant Officers' and Ser-
Kcaiils' Mess, extended a similar invitation from his Mess. A 
lomhincd Officers' and Senior Ranks' Mess had " d i n e d " 
('.olonel Stewart " o u t " on the previous Friday night, a night 
whicli will be long remembered by all concerned. 

Afivr luncheon it was announced that Lieutenant-Colonel 
Sicwurt's car was ready, and indeed it was, for two ropes had 
Ivccii attached and through a "Guard of Honour" Colonel 
•Slcwart and his wife were ceremoniously towed for the last time 
I'iKin ihc T.A. Centre in the traditional manner. A happy day 
In iiiaiiy ways, but also a sad one. No soldier likes to say good-
I'yc to a comrade—especially one like Lieutenant-CSonel 
I. I). Stewart. 

Royal Signals Hockey 
v. R.E.M.E., 7th November, 1962, at Arborfield. 
V. R.E., 8th November, 1962, at Chatham. 
V. R.A.S.C., 9th November, 1962, at Aldershot. 

Our second Southern tour stawed with a well deserved victory 
over R.E M.E. by two goals to one. Playing conditions were far 
from ideal, the ground had not recovered from recent rain, with 
the result that both teams were unable to produce any fast or 
construaive moves. The Corps team were not at fuU strength 
owing to injuries received in the previous tour, but the sub-
stitutes gave an extremely good account of themselves and at 
half-time we had taken the lead with a goal by Boddinglon 
from a deflection following a penalty comer. The early stages 
of the second half saw the defence under pressure from several 
good R.E.M.E. movements, which finally resulted in them 
equalising from a penalty bully awarded against Carr-Smith. 
The Corps forwards came back and regained the lead when 
Last scored following a penalty corner. 

Before the second match against Royal Engineers several 
changes had to be made and adverse travelling conditions also 
delayed the arrival of one member of the team. Despite these 
setbacks the team played vî th great spirit and the defence were 
unfortunate in conceding the only goal of the first half, when 
a shot chat was going out of play was deflected into goal out of 
the reach of the goalkeeper. The Corps suffered a further set-
back, when left-half Moynan pulled a thigh musde shortly after 
the start of ithe second half and R.E. increased their lead with 
a goal from a penalty stroke awarded against the Corps goal-
keeper for obstruction. An interesting feature of the match 
was the friendly duel between the brothers Smith, who were 
opposing each ^ e r after an interval of several years. 

For the final game against R.A.S.C. we were strengthened 
by ithe return of Last and the team got away to an excellent 
start with goals from Smith and Last in the first five minutes. 
After this the R.A.S.C. defence adopted different tactics and 
our forwards were cons.tantly caught offside just as promising 
movements were developing. R.A.S.C. were now finding gaps 
in the Corp's defence and replied with two goals before half-
time. The second half developed into an interesting struggle 
with both sides going all out for the lead, which eventually went 
to R.A.S.C. following a goalmouth scramble. 

The following played for the Corps during the tour : Majors 
J. Ridge and A. G. Smith, Captains D. H. Briggs, T . J. Moynan 
and C. N. Last, Lieutenants J. G. McLuckie and D. Jolly, 
Second-Lieutenant S. R. Carr-Smith, W.O.II Cantell, Staff 
Sergeant Bushnell, Sergeants Boddington, Howie and Dale. 

VACANCIES IN GOVERNMENT SERVICE 
A number of vacancies, offering good career 

prospects, exist for :— 

X r i n f e r o V e T i o " } 
Wri te, giving details of education, qualifi-

cations and experience, to :— 
Personnel Officer, G.C.H.Q. (CO/6), 

Foreign Office, 
53, Clarence Street, Cheltenham, Glos. 

U R G E N T C L O T H I N G U R G E N T 
THE WELFARE SECTION at Royal Signals Association, Cheltenham Terrace, Chelsea, London. 
S.W.3, will be MOST GRATEFUL for unwanted clothes — men's, women's, children's — 
anything, in fact, except ladies' underwear. There is a continuous demand which always 

exceeds supply. 
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The Initial Oman Scouts 
" A Patrol with a Difference " 

One often reads and more often still, hears, from the self-
proclaimed experts about life in the Trucial Oman Scouts. 
Stories vary with the telling and with the teller, but two 
factors are noticeably common to aU these tales: heat and 
boredom. The result is that people at home conjure up a 
scene of complete desolation, burning heat, with nothing ever 
hapf^ning, oAer than the occasdonal patrol, arranged so that 
the indolent natives are reminded of the presence of this last 
outpost of a rapidly vanishing British Raj. 

Regrettably it is normally these stories that are given 
credence by the gullible British public, probably because they 
are " plugged" with greater concentration than those which 
are the more accurate and faaual. 

It is therefore the intention of the author to dispel this myth 
once and for all, by putting down in print, an event which has 
been singled out for telling in the hope that it will prove that 
though at times it might be hot—bor^om is not a fair accusa-
tion to level at this remote corner of die world. T o save 
embarrassment to those who were involved in this affair, 
fictitious names have been used in referring to persons, and 
any sdmilarity between them and persons actually living is 
purely coincidental. However, in case the inevitable doubting 
Thomas wishes to check on the validity of the story, place 
names have not been altered. 

The place: Masafi—one of the locations manned by a 
detachment of the Trucial Oman Scouts. The time: 
approximately 08.00 hours on 3rd. A section of Scouts is 
setting off on a special patrol of the area. Its aim—^Ambush ! 

The area is mountainous and as a result motor vehicles are 
exchanged for the more practical though somewhat ignominous 
form of transport—^the donkey. (A very much maligned beast 
which gives untiring service for very little return). The patrol 
is commanded by Sergeant Cowling and consists of seven Arab 
ranks, the most senior of whom is Arif Salem Rashid, a Bedoui 
of the Dhahri tribe; and a British radio operator—Signalman 
Wilkinson. An unusual combination, but a necessary one, 
because the patrol's main aim is to ambush a party of gun 
runners which has been operating in the area; a small ambush 
force because speed and secre^ is essential; and finally, a 
British Signaller because the distances involv^ and the type 
of equipment being used warrant a skilled operator. 

The location for the ambush is some four to five days' march 
away over some of the worst terrain in the country. High 
mountains (jebal) with razor sharp edges and pinnacles falling 
precipitously away into deep " wadis." Every rock is likely 
to conceal a poisonous scorpion, camel spider or, worse still, 
a variety of snakes anyone of whose bite is fatal. 

T h ^ set off without any fuss, taking with them everything 
experience has taught them tiiey will need for the next 14 
days; but, as they are shonly destined to discover, one cannot 
account for the unexpected. . . . 

SaMm Rashid is the guide, for not only does he know the 
acea well, but maps of the area do not exist. Anyway, local 
guides cannot be trusted for this particular operation. ~ 

Each day starts at 04.00 hours with a m^—^Arab type for 
everyone because it is inconvenient to cook two different dishes 
—a quick wash, the other usual calls of nature, and the day's 
march begins. A break for lunch at about 12.30 hours and off 
again imtil last light, when the patrol settles down for the 
night. Guards are mounted and the remainder take their well-
earned rest. The first three days are comparatively uneventful 
—that is for those used to this coimtry, for a scorpion bite is 
not unusual and the Arab, who happened to choose the stone 
with the large bdack variety concealing it, suffered the penalty 
for his mistake and a certain amount of pain for the next two 
days. No, the patrol is far more concerned with reaching its 
objective on time; keeping up its radio schedules; and lastly 
and perhaps nearest each one's heart—keeping warm for, at 
this time of year and especially in the j e b i , the temperature 
drops considerably during the hours of darkness. 

On the fourth day the patrol sets off one man less and on 
foot. The donkeys, which could give the game away in an 
ambush where silence is all imponant, are left in the care of 
a much protesting Mohd Salim. Mohd considers he has been 
insulted by being chosen to guard the donkeys, but Cowling 
is wise at this game and realises that Mohd is prc^ably the 
weakest of this little band as a result of his recent brush with 

the scorpion. Once again the patrol sets off, this time con-
siderably lighter and much more watchful, for now they really 
are in enemy territory. Although they have been extra careful 
to avoid meeting other people they cannot guarantee that their 
presence has gone completely unnoticed and they therefore 
must be prepared for any eventuality. 

The morning of the fifth day finds them very cold and wet 
from a heavy dew and not untired. This is the last day and 
they are almost in their ambush position. Intelligence has told 
them to expect the ruimers after dark on 7th—it is now almost 
dawn on that day. A hurried meal and off they go to their 
final location. This they reach at 10.00 hours and whilst their 
mid-day meal is being prepared Cowling makes his recce and 
Wilkinson his scheduled call. Both completed, they join the 
others in the meal, which is now taken in silence, interrupted 
only by the occasional belch and muttered " A1 hum dulilah " 
by the Arabs—everyone is far too concerned with his own 
thoughts to make conversation. The meal over, dishes are put 
away and the final briefing takes place; Cowling making sure 
that nothing is overlooked—^nothing that this experienced man 
can anticipate but, as time will show, even he oaimot anticipate 
everything. 

Now the long vigil. Each one knows that if they make an 
error of judgement not only are they likely to lose their quarry 
but their lives as well. These runners wUl fight and fight like 
mad dogs if cornered. Picture the scene : A narrow path winds 
through these formidable crags and at one of the many bends 
is the ambush. Each position has two men with A e two 
British sharing one position. Everyone in position, alert, nerves 
become taut as afternoon ^ves way to early evening and then 
to darkness. Everything is now done by hand signals or a 
whisper into a cupped hand around the other man's ear. 18.30 
hours and it is darK—first light is not till 06.00 hours tomorrow. 
Twelve hoiurs of darkness, for the moon is new; darkness, 
shared with poisonous insects, deadly reptiles and the greatest 
and deadliest game of all—^the human—^humans who, in this 
instance, possess all the cunning and ruthlessness inherent in 
this breed of man. 

The night wears on : 21.00 hours and nothing except that 
now the eerieness is enhanced by the appearance of a very new 
moon. 22.00 hours, 23.00 hours and eyes are becoming strained 
with the effort of staring into nothing, seeing imaginary camels 
laden with guns and guarded by waitdiful Arabs. 

Midnight and still nothing; 00.30 hours and the moon is 
sinking, the cold is intense and still nothing. Suddenly, a 
cough breaks the stillness and everyone is immediately fully 
awake but, this is not a human. Cowling whispers " must be 
a camel" to Wilkinson, who, by now, is begiiming to wonder 
what the hell a Signaller is doing on this operation. The 
cough is repeated and suddenly Wilkinson almost jumps out 
of his smock when a hand, on the opposite side to Cowling, 
touches his arm. It is Salim Riashid and the news he brings 
is disturbing: the cough, Sahib, is a nimh (leopard) and it is 
circling our position. " Just our bloody luck." Cowling— 
" Now what do I do ? " 

The decision is no longer his, for at this moment the leopard 
takes the initiative and for no apparent reason and against all 
his instincts attacks Abd Gussor, who is number two on the 
Bren. 

A louder cough heralds his intention, followed by a piercing 
scream from Abd as the beast in an absolute frenzy of blood 
lust rips him with his teeth and claws. Ali AMulla, the 
numiber one on the Bren, is helpless as his Bren is far too 
clumsy to use effectively, and Abd's rifle has been sent spinning 
into the dark. The w^le Abd is being terribly mauled and 
fighting for his life. Who knows what makes a man do the 
things that win for him the V.C. or other decorations of valour 
—what is a brave man ? What ever tiie answer, Ali AbduUa 
does not stop to consider and after a fraction's delay he attacks 
the beast with the buU of his Bren with a fury that one 
would not have believed possible in one so slight. This, how-
ever, only has the effect of making Mr. Spots turn his attention 
to Ali, who now comes in for the mauling that, but a moment 
ago, was being administered to his companion. 

All this takes less time to enaa than it does to write and 
the others of the patrol, appreciating the situation rush across 
the slopes shouting. One man, Wilkinson, inadvertently saves 
the situation by his actions. He has been given the task of 
firing the verey l i ^ should it be needed. He still dutches 
it as he bounds across the path in the footsteps of Cowling 
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and Salim Rashid. Realising that darkness is the beast's bigge« 
ally, he puts matters on a rather more even keel by firing his 
pistol. Whether this was too much for the leopard or the 
advancing men frightened him the more, one will never know. 
However, coincidental virith the verey light the leopard releases 
his victim and bounds off into the rocks. This, however, is 
obviously destined to be Wilkinson's night, for in his retreat 
Mr. Spots finds himself on a converging course with the puffing 
and struggling Wilkinson. So, to add to his mounting fear, 
Wilkinson is suddenly confronted by a flash of Spots and the 
next instant he is flung flat on his back. Fortunately, the 
leopard does nothmg more than knock the redoubtable 
Wilkinson out of his pash before disappearing into the dark. 

Ambushes now take second place to the immediate need of 
medical attention to Abd and AH, both of w^om are 
unconscious and losing a lot of blood. Rough and rapid first-
aid is applied to both and dawn is never awaited with more 
impatience and uncertainty. Wilkinson manages to contact 
base and pass on the information and they all settle down to 
•wait the light. 

Dawn reveals a sorry sight, for Abd's arm is almost severed 
and Ali is very severely mauled. Improvised stretchers are 
made and the party sets off for their forward base, where the 
donkeys are tethered. They are confronted with a mindmuim 
of four to five hours' march carrying two wounded. Somehow 
it is accomplished, but Abd's wounds reopen and the bleeding 
starts again. They decide to rest before attempting another 
march. Cowling is presented with a difficult decision. Should 
he march for two, perhaps three, days to a known area where 
there is an airstrip of sorts; or should he get base to forward 
a hclicopter to his present location. The first alternative might 
kill his two casualties; the latter is also fraught with pitfalls 
because he does not know exactly where he is and in this 
jcbal it might take weeks to find him. 

At this stage his problem is eased somewhat—^Abd dies. He 
decides therefore that on the following day he will start the 
return march. All that day Wilkinson, whose ability to 
operate a radio has not been unduly affected by his recent 
experience, keeps in touch with base, but although they are 
informed that aircraft are in the area nothing is seen of any. 

06.00 hours Fitiiday the patrol starts on its long journey home. 
No effort is now made of avoiding other people, in fact they 
are welcomed. Few are met and those that are can offer 
little assistance to the battered patrol. Saturday morning 
11 round midday they came to a large encampment where, 
because of Ali, they decide to halt. Once more Wilkinson gats 
l>asc and this time is able to give a more precise position. An 
hour later a plane is sighted, where upon the frantic efforts 
of Salim Fashid to light a smokey fire are rewarded and the 
l>lanc signifies that they have been seen. 

Hereafter everything is routine. A " c o p t e r " comes in and 
llics out Ali to hospital and eventual recovery; the remainder 
of the patrol make their vray back on foot and finally arrive 
on Wednesday, 14th, and stagger into Masafi. 

Ulcven days away on a patrol which, from a military view-
ix>iiit, was completely unsuccessful. 

The gun runners, if they did operate chat night, did so 

completely unmolested. The unfriendly leopard got away 
" scot free "; Wilkinson and the others will have an unusu^ 
story to tell their grandchildren, and Abd Gussor's family will 
be without a father and husband—they will be compensated 
but little consolation this wiU bring to the bereaved family. 

Heat ? Half the year almost unbearable. Boredom ? 
Depends what you in particular consider as boring. Wilkinson 
is probably the least bored Signabnan serving in the Corps 
today ! 

An old "Exile" sends Greetings 
The Editor of THE WIRE has received the following 
from Mr. Mackenzie Cluness, of 56, Albion Street, 
Sydney, New South Wales, a Life Member of the 

Association. 

•' I request, most sincerely request, that in the last issue of 
the year and the first in the New Year, that we, who are 
members of Royal Signals Association and living in far distant 
places in the Commonwealth of British Nations, might be 
remembered. 

I had the honour of sending to our beloved Colonel-in-Chief 
a Christmas Card under a first-day cover. Within ten days 
of mailing, I received a reply through her Lady-in-Waiting. 
This gave me a greater pick-up than anything else. 

I am only one—there must be a hundred or more like me 
in all parts of the world. Some of us may be working, some, 
like myself, are pensioners, but we are still part and parcel of 
Royal Signals as it is today. 

I am too late to send greetings all round the world to surviving 
ex-members of Royal Signals, but my New Year greetings go 
out to all from aU ex-members of Royal Signals in Australia. 

FOR SAI.E 
Officer's Kit. Captain D. C. Wrij«iit—d<>cca.sed 
The items of clothing shown below are in good condition and 

bear Royal Signals insignia where appropriate. Main measure-
ments are : 
Hat Size ... 9 medium Chest ... 40 inches 
Boot Size ... 7 i inches Waist ... 38-40 inches 
Height ... 5feet 9inches Inside Leg ... 30 inches 

No. I Dress Jacket and Belt 
No. I Dress Trousers 
No. I Dress Hat 
Mess Kit Trousers 
Mess Kit Jackets (White) 
WaUington Boots 
S.D. Cap (as new) 

These items may be viewed at Officers' Wing, 11 Signal 
Regiment (Depot), Catterick Camp. 

Cheques in payment should be made payable to PRI II, 
Signal Regiment (Depot), Catterick Camp. 

£3 
£2 
£2 
£i 
£1/10/- for three 
£2 
£ i / i o / -

BRIGADIER H. R. FIRTH 
Farewell Dinner to mark his retirement as General Secretary of the Royal Signals Association 

(VN Saturday, 8th December, 1962, a farewell dinner was 
' held at the Victory Services' Club, Marble Arch, London, 

Id mark the retirement of Brigadier H. R. Firth after many years 
an (jL-n.-ral Secretary of the Royal Signals Association. 

This dinner was organised by London Branch (Captain A. 
W. Smith and Miss M. Archer), Croydon Branch (Captains D. 
I'. Iliinncyball and J. Way) and North London Branch (Mr. T . 

Murphy and Captain Shields), and thanks to their incredible 
liiM il work and excellent organisation, what can only be described 
IIH a splendid and memorable evening ensued. 

AIIIIOUKII tinged with a certain sadness on the departure of 
llciiry I'irth, the evening was marked by the very happy spirit 
incvailiiiK amongst all those present. In essence, it was a 
(lin ps family affair, and the gathering together of numerous 
iiMitiial friends from many parts of England, and even in one 

case, from Scotland, who had come to pay tribute to an inimit-
able personality who had dedicated himself for so many years 
to the service of the Corps and the Association. 

Amongst the total of some 200 attending were Major-General, 
E. S. Cole (Vice-Chairman) and Mrs. Cole, the Signal Officer-
in-Chief, Major-General Swainson and Mrs. Swainson, Major-
General and Mrs. Morrison, Major-General Naylor, Brigadier 
Crawford, Brigadier and Mrs. Anderson, Brigadier Hobson, 
Brigadier Howe, Brigadier Bloodworth, Brigadier Duvivier, 
Colonel and Mrs. Shrimpton, Colonel Vulliamy, Colonel and 
Mrs. Leahy. 

Members of the following branches attended from Aldershot, 
Bath, Cardiff, Catterick, Croydon, Harrogate, Reading, London, 
Shrewsbury, Salisbury, North London, Uckfield, York, Lough-
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borough, Liverpool. There were also eight members of Associa-
tion Headquarters Staff there, together with a number of " u n -
attached" members. 

Among numerous messages and letters of goodwill received, 
were ones from the following who, for various reasons, were 
unable to be present: Major-General Sir William Scott, the 
Master of Signals, Major-General L . de M . Thuillier, Major-
General Sir Ronald Penney, Major-General C. M . F. White, 
Brigadier Sir George Walton, Colonel F . E. B. Jones and 
Birmingham Branch; Leeds Branch also sent greetings, as did 
Singapore Signals Group and all members of the Corps in 
N.E L.F . 

T h e Victory Club was ideally suited to the occasion, and the 
Victory Hall, where dinner was served, was set off by the blue, 
green and gold of the serried ranks of Association standards 
which, with a stroke and genius, had been positioned along the 
gallery overlooking the scene. It was also a pleasure and 
privilege to have present the Corps String Orchestra and 
Corps Fanfare Trumpeters, both in full dress uniform, as well 
as a Corps Dance Orchestra which performed after dinner. 

T h e ^ e s t s were called to dinner by the Corps Fanfare 
Trumpeters and after dinner had been served, the Loyal Toast 
and a toast to H.R.H. T h e Princess Royal, our Colonel-in-Chief, 
were proposed by the Chairman of the evening, each preceded 
by a fanfare. 

The Toast to Brigadier Firth 
The Chairman, Captain D. T . Hunneyball, after reading out 

the various messages, already mentioned, then proposed the 
health of the guest of the evening. Brigadier Firth, saying: 

" Ladies and gentlemen, this is both a proud moment for me, 
and yet, in a way, a sad one. I am very proud to have been 
afforded the honour to propose the health of, and pay tribute 
to one who I consider to be a great gentleman and a steadfast 
friend. T h e sadness stems from the thought that the time has 
come to say au revoir to Brigadier Henry Firth as General 
Secretary of the Royal Signals Association. It is indeed gratify-
ing to see how magnificently you have all responded, and the 
number here tonight are an ample illustration of the affection 
and esteem we hold for Henry Firth. 

It is, I feel, indicative of the spirit of the Royal S i s a l s 
Association that we have a galaxy of the most distinguished 
members of our Corps, with their wives, blended with branch 
members and wives in what is really a family gathering. 

• ^ e r e are many of you here tonight who have memories of 
Brigadier Firth as a soldier indelibly imprinted in your minds, 
but I want this evening to talk about his service to the Royal 
Signals Association. As its General Secretary for the past 12 
years, he has been an important influence, father confessor and 
able administrator. They have been difficult years, and the way 
in which our Association has been held together and its status 
enhanced, is due in no small measure to his untiring efforts. 

A t the November Central Committee Meeting, General 
ThuiUier mentioned the great work of Henry Firth. He has 
travelled the length and breadth of the country, often at week-
ends, to be with branches. Indeed, on one occasion, when we 
had hoped to have him with us at Croydon, he had to be at 
Aberdeen and, in his own inimitable way, he left one in no 
doubt that, had he been able to cut himself in two, he would 
have been in both places at one and the same time. His health 
recently, has been, to say the least, indifferent, yet he still con-
d u a e d his duties from a hospital bed. 

T h e reunions at Catterick are a lasting memorial to his 
efforts. There is nothing quite like a Catterick reunion, as those 
of us who are regular attenders well know, and we are indeed 
fortunate to have as his sucessor. Brigadier Hobson, who has 
been, as you know, so intimately connected with these reunions 
as the Commander of the Training Brigade, Royal Signals. 

It is difficult to express adequately the affection and regard 
we hold for Henry Firth. I can only say that during my long 
association with him he has been a guide and, above all, a friend. 

Although we are losing him as our General Secretary, we are 
not at the same time severing our friendship with him. That is 
something which is a lasting thing. I am pleased to tell you 
that he will be continuing for the present as Assistant Editor of 
THE WIRE. In his capacity as Editor, he has made THE WIRE 
quite the best of the Service magazines. 

I knovv that we will continue to see him at our various 
functions and may I, on behalf of the Royal Signals Association, 
wish him health and happiness for the future. W e are indeed 
sorry that his wife is unable to be present with us to share 
with him our good wishes. 

I will therefore ask you to rise and drink a toast—To Henry 
Firth." 

Pray silence for Brigadier Henry Firth! Captain Hunneyball on 
his left 

The Presentation 
As Captain Hunneyball sat down, amidst much applause, a 

presentation was made to Brigadier Firth of an inscribed silver 
salver and a large cheque by Miss Marjory Archer, Secretary 
of the London Branch, on behalf of the Royal Signals Associa-
tion. This presentation came, appropriately, from one who had 
done so much to help organise the dinner. 

Brigadier Firth's Beply 
Amid acclamation. Brigadier Firth rose to reply and was 

greeted with a fanfare. With some emotion, he said: 
" Thank you to those who have taken such trouble to organise 

the evening and thank you for the tributes paid to me. This, 
for me, is very difficult indeed. I know I had very many friends, 
but I did not know how many. I think in praising me, you 
are really praising yourselves, for it is you, both here in this room 
and throughout the Corps who have supported your Associa-
tion in a manner which I would say is second to none in com-
parison with other Corps and Regiments of the British Army 
and has never been equalled in the past or will be in the future 
—and I mean every word I say. 

Y o u owe little, if anything, to Firth. Y o u owe it to the Head-
quarters Staff of the Association. They are the people who have 
done the work. Firth has just been around spreading a little bon-
homie here and there. Your Headquarters Staff have done the 
work for your Corps in a way that few other such organisations 
could hope to surpass or even equal. 

In conclusion, with your permission, I would like to ask 
everyone here to drink a toast that is not often proposed in 
public, but it would be nice tonight to drink the healA of our 
Royal Corps of Signals." 

Brigadier Firth then sat down amidst loud applause and, 
indeed, there were not a few moist eyes around the room. 

T h e Committee T h a n k e d 
General Morrison rose and said that he would like to say 

something, although it was rather like coming in after the Lord 
Mayor's Show had gone past. He felt he must ask all present 
to join him in congratulating the committee who had organised 
the dinner, for the excellent arrangements that they had made 
and he would therefore like to propose a toast to them. This 
was drunk with acclaim. 

T h e function carried on in the way that all such functions 
do when friends of many years standing meet again after a 
considerable interval. While the Corps Dance Orchestra enter-
tained those who felt they had a certain amount of energy to 
work off, a large number of those present mixed together in 
various groups and a first-class g r i p " ensued; much of it 
adjacent to the bar. 

During the course of the evening a rafHe was held in aid of 
the Welfare Fund of the Royal Signals Association, and the 
sum of £18/17/- was collected as a result. This raffle was 
organised by Mrs. Hunneyball, assisted by Miss M . Archer, 
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Ciiptain (W.R.A.C.) V. R. Shannon, Mrs. Way and Miss A. A. 
(ilovcr. T h e prizes were present^ by Brigadier Firth, who 
then retired to the strains of " F o r He's a Jolly Good F e l l o w " 
iind three hearty cheers. 

During the evening a number of photographs were taken by 
Mr. S. V. Stanton, Croydon Branch, some of which accompany 
ihiH article. 

So ended a very memorable evening, the like of which has 
probably not been seen since the Association was first formed 
and there is no doubt that Henry had a fitting send-off from aU 
his very wide circle of friends. 

Malnr-Gnneral C. M. F. White writes: 
It is only proper that this article should finish with some 

remarks on Henry Firth made by a person who knew him better 
ilian most over a number of years. This, of course, is none 
other than Major-General C. M. F. White, Chairman of the 
AHSociation for six years. He writes as follows: 

" For 12 years Henry Firth has been the General Secretary of 
the Royal Signals Association. 

He actually became Editor of THE WIRE for some months 
whilst still serving as C.S.O., London District, until he retired 
from the active Army on 31st December, 1951, when he be-
came our General Secretary. 

And now, due to ill health, he is retiring. I don't suppose 
anyone is better known personally by the vast majority of our 
Old Comrades.—No one could miss, or forget those 
nioustachios! 

He was always dashing from branch to branch up and down 
[he country, as well as backwards and forwards across it, attend-
ing dinners, giving lectures, exhorting further money-raising 
i-llorts, advising how to increase membership and explaining 
(irst hand what wonderful work the Association was doing for 
I lie unfortunates of our Corps. 

Very largely due to him, can we as a Corps boast that no past 
or present member of Royal Signals in real need has ever been 
refused help of sufficient quality and quantity to put the man 
on the right road to recovery. 

His advice was straight to the point. N o work-shy man got 
away with the Association's hard-earned funds; no foolish man 
was helped out of his troubles without being told where his 
foolishness lay. 

No genuine applicant for help was turned away because 
Ili'iiry was tired out with all the burdens of his office. 

He was considerate to his staff, but could drive them when 
he- thought it necessary. 

l ie never spared himself and that was why, when occasion-
ally he exploded at one or more of his staff, they took such 
iliMoniition quietlv and went on loyally to do their best for 
llcnry and the Corps. 

He, from time to time, sought improvements in the wage 
|iacket» for his staff, as a good master will, but he never 
mentioned his own cheque, which was comparatively the worst 
of the Association Headquarters. 

l ie was always loyal to his committees and patient with his 
('.hairman. 

In short, he was dedicated to his work for the Corps. 
The troubles of his office were many, but he rarely com-

plained. 
For six of his twelve years as General Secretary, I was his 

C.hnirman, and it was a joy for me to work with him. 
I have been asked in my life to write many hundreds of 

characters for those who have served under me, when they were 
applying for a job in " C i v v i e Street," and I sometimes felt 
awkward when writing a character for someone who has asked 
tuc to speak for him, when I knew him to be of mediocre 
(piality. 

I lowever, I have enjoyed writing really good reports for those 
I have without anv hestitation had a really high opinion of. 
Allhoiigh Henry Firth hasn't asked me for this character 
(lu- and I are both at the end of job-hunting days) I write this 
•iliorl note on him with the very greatest of pleasure. 

For I know that all he has wanted since his retirement from 
the Regular Army is to do something of real value to his 
('oriiH, and, if as I trust, he will read this to the end, and not 
MiDilcstly chuck it on the fire after reading the first few lines, he 
will know he has done just that. 

All of us old soldiers, old comrades of his, and the young 
inl(llcr«, and our Corps as a whole thank him for his great work 
wlilth should absolve him from doing another day's good deed 
lor anyone any more. 

CKKVI luck and good health to you, Henry Firth, and we all 
rntv . . . 

" T H A N K S A I . O T " 
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AFTER THE DINNER 

Miss Veronica Shannon, Brigadier Firth, Captain Hunneyball, 
Miss Marjorie Archer 

Thank You . . . 
A letter from Brigadier H. R. Firth to the Branches 

of the Association 

" We are the people of England who have 

not spoken yet " . . . After G . C . 1915. 

Y o u certainly spoke on Saturday, 8th Decetnber . T o say 
that I am grateful is an understatement. I am still consider-
ably shocked by the wonders of that evening and your 
munificent generosity. 

T o very undeserving F i r t h it was a tremendous expression 
of loyalty and love for our Corps . 

F o r many years I have had the great honour of being, 
to an extent, your spokesman, and together w e have tried 
to keep always in mind the O B J E C T : " T o keep Signal-
men in touch wi th one another." 

O u r C o r p s has always seemed to me to be composed of 
four parts co-equal in their Service, differing only in 
circumstance and m e t h o d : 

T h e Regular C o r p s 
T h e Reserve C o r p s (A.E.R. and T . A . ) 
T h e Y o u n g C o r p s (Apprentice T r a d e s m e n and Junior 

Leaders) 
T h e Association. 

Numerica l ly , the last is the greatest; our Colonel- in-
C h i e f once emphasised that the influence for good in this, 
our country, of the E x - S e r v i c e Associations, is very great 
She was speaking wi th authority, as our Patron. 

So often, speaking to the Regular Corps , I have stated 
that as your Secretary, I do not know, can never k n o w , the 
ful l extent of the goodness of the members of the Associa-
tion corporately in their branches, more often privately as 
individuals. 

W e of Headquarters have tried to be worthy of you, and 
your great generosity to m e has made us all very proud. 

T h e four parts of our C o r p s vie wi th each other in pride 
in being Signalmen, but there cannot have been any prouder 
man than F i n h w h e n annually at Catterick he has been 
privileged to march wi th the finest Signal Squadron in this 
or any other A r m y . 

T h a n k y o u all so very much. 
i2th D e c e m b e r , 1962. H . R . F IRTH . 
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Association Notes 
ROYAL ENGINEERS ASSOCIATION JUBILEE RALLY AT ROYAL 

FESTIVAL HALL 

Amongst the members of the Signal Service Royal Engineers present 
were W . T. Solly, G. A. E. Garey, A. W . Smith, F. G. Webb and 

W . Mycroft all members Royal Signals Association 

Aldershot Branch 
It is now some time since this Branch produced any notes 

for THE WIRE—after all, we do exist, and are well and truly 
established. Months come and go, and the loyal few have 
kept their assignment to the Branch in attending the monthly 
meetings. In a branch such as this, where membership is so 
spread out, it is not expected at each monthly meeting you 
would see the same people. But we have always managed 
to produce a quota for the monthly meetings. Before I go into 
the problem of meetings too far, I should like to say a few 
words on the activity of the Branch this year. T w o main 
features have been the annual dinner and the attendance with 
the Standard at Catterick. T h e annual dinner was attended 
by 50 members and their wives. Major-General R. J. Moberly, 
C.B., who is our President, attended with Mrs. Moberly and 
took the President's chair. T h e guest of honour this year was 
Mr. J. Ridgeon, Chairman of the Aldershot Branch of the 
Roval Naval Association, with his wife, Mrs. Ridgeon. Others 
included Major-General A. E. Morrison and Mrs. Morrison; 
Mr. L . V . Goodman, Chairman, Aldershot Branch; and Captain 
C. R. Nichols, in charge of annual dinner arrangements. A 
wonderful dinner, and we look for a bigger and better dinner 
next year. 

Catterick 1962 Reunion.—This was attended by Mr. L . V . 
Goodman, Mr. A. Green and Mr. A. V. lent, Major (Bill) W . 
West also attended, and those of us who were guests of the 
School of Signals wish to say " thank you very much for a 
wonderful time." 

This brings me to the opening of the winter season. T h e 
October meeting was a real eye-opener, and to give you some 
idea of those who attended, here is the list. I told all present 
to put down in the attendance book some units they were with. 

A. Atkinson—A Corps Signals, Aldershot. 
D . D u n k l e y — ' D ' Cav. Troop, Aldershot. 
P. Brown—3rd Training Regt. and i6fh Sig. Regt. 
G . R. Thornton—I Ind. Div. Sigs., I Arm'd Div., C O M C A N 

Sigs., Singapore. 
H. C. Daniel—4 Div. Sigs., i Ind. Div. Sigs. 
P. O. J- Nicholson—i Div. Signals, Wazirdist Signals, Burma 

Signals. 
L . V . Goodman—3 Cav. Troop Peshawar 4 Ind. Div. 
B. Symonds—200 Sig. Sqdn. 

Jock Young and Mike Gray—63 Signal Regt. 
A . V . l e n t — D Troop, Malta, Hong Kong. 
R. Landels—7 Ind. Div. Sigs., 4 Div. Sigs. 
L . G . Young—^Asst. Malaya, i Corps Regt. 
R. W. Fairclough—2 Div. Sigs., Wazirdist Sigs, 13 Corps Sig. 

M.E.F. 
F. S. A d a m s — A Corps, Karachi, 2 Div., Aldershot, Rhine 

Army. 
R. D . Laing, W.O., serving—School of Signals. 
E. Summers, W.O.—Parachute Signals. 
That truly is a fine show and we hope for better to come. 
I could not close these notes without some reference to that 

Grand Gentleman of our Association, Brigadier H Firth. We 
are sorry he is going, but at the same time we are sure he 
deserves a rest. So, cheerio sir, and the very best in your 
retirement—and welcome to Brigadier Hobson. 

All members of the Aldershot Branch send their greetings to 
aU members of the Association in all parts of the world for 1963. 

A.V.I. 

Careers and Opportunities 
The appointments listed below form a very small 
fraction of all the introductions to " Jobs " which 
are available. Always prospective employers want 
more candidates than the Association can offer. 

There is a vacancy for the post of Adjutant (T.A.) on con-
solidated rates with 45r.h (Essex) Regiment, Selsdon Road, 
Wanstead, E . i i . Suitable for ex-Regular or T . A . Officers. For 
this post and other T . A . vacancies write to Officer Commanding, 
giving particulars of service. 'Phone Wanstead 5131. 

Radio Taxis Services, la. High Point, Highgate, London, N.6, 
have vacancies for Radio Operators. Shdft hours. Wages 
from £12 to £ 1 4 per wedc, and more, according to experience. 

Applications may be made to the firm direct, marking appli-
cation for the attention of Mr. Gilmore, and mentioning Royal 
Signals Association. 

Ministry of Defence, London, S . W . i . 

Clerical staflf alvrays required by the Minist^. Those with 
good educational background and past clerical experience. 
Application, in the first instance, to Royal Signals Association. 

Welfare Section 
Below, an attempt is made to describe, with suitable 
anonymity, eight cases taken from the Welfare Section 

files concluded during the first week in December. 

SIGNALMAN, 1954-1961.—Suffered an accident and, as a conseauence, 
lost his employment. Various debts began to pile up. The Associa-
tion helped to pay off an urgent electricity bill and a most appreciative 
letter was received. 

S I G N A L M A N , 1940-1949.—Suffered from a long illness and is unlikely 
to undertake anything but light emoloyment in the future. There was 
an accumulation of debts and the Association has materially assisted. 

S I G N A L M A N , 1942-1945.—Lost a leg in the war and r o w his wife is in 
very poor health. Expenses in connection with the children resulted in 
a debt which caused considerable anxiety. The Association paid this 
debt off. 

DRIVER, 1941-1947.—Out of work as a result of illness. Has had great 
difficulty in making ends meet. T h e Association helped with the purchase 
of clothing. 

WIDOW OF DRIVER, 1941-46.—The husbaid died recently leaving the 
wife with much pressing expenditure. The Fund paid off outstanding 
rates, which were a particular source of worry. 

WIDOW OP SUKVING CUKiHJKAL. who enlisted in 1950. Lived in 
Army married quarters, without home to go to, with three small children. 
Many helped, including the Association, who assisted her to start up 
house with a grant and a clothing parcel. 

DRIVER, 1958-1962.—Admitted to hospital and unlikely to work again for 
some time. The Association was able to help bv clearing some of 
the debts that were a source of continual worry to him. 

LANCE-CORPORAL, 1920-1926. His emoloyment ceased and he had no 
pension. Unlikely to find another job. The Association helped to provide 
fuel for the winter and extra food. 

R O Y A L S I G N A L S A S S O C I A T I O N B E N E V O L E N T F U N D 
Owing to ill"ess in the Accounts Section, the November list of 

subscriptions made by units is held over. Contributions for November 
and December made to the Fund will be published in the February issue 
of THB WIPE. 
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-onolfiaWNBftMiRaotes! 

THE NEW HILLMAN SUPER MINX 
• Front disc brakes • New seat design for greater comfort, more back-seat room 
• No greasing points • Improved driving position, better visibil ity • More luggage 
room • Greater economy, smoother running, improved carburation and higlier 
roar-axle ratio • Borg-Warner ful ly-automatic transmission available as an extra. 
And that's not all. The new HiUman 
Super Minx has a powerful I S litre 
engine... built-in ventilating system... 
windscreen washers... padded facia 
and dished steering wheel, 
, . . and a wonderful range 
of colours. 

Convertible and Station 
Wagon models available. 

Do you know that YOU 
may be a privileged person? 
Members of Her M a j e s t y ' s Forces posted overseas 
are able to purchase a t generous tax-free rates , w h i c h al low 
up to six months motor ing In the United Kingdom. 

R O O T E S LIIVIITED European Section, Overseas Retail Department, Piccadilly, London W. I . 
R O O T E S A U T O S (Deutchsland) G.m.b.H. , Military Sales Department, 4 Dusseldorf, Postfachs 6823. 

BV APPOINTMENT T O HER MAJESTY THE Q U t t N 

GOLDSMITHS & C R O W N JEWELLERS, 

G A R R A R D & C O . L T D . 

R O Y A L S I G N A L S 

9 ct. goid and enamel 
Home £7.5.0 
Export £6.5.0 

R O Y A L S I G N A L S 

9 ct. gold and enamel 
Home £6.7.6 

Export £5.10.0 

GARRARD & CO. LTD. 

/Ae /at:^ 

THE BADGE OF Y O U R CORPS 

In gold and enamel or set w i t h 

precious stones, a badge b r o o c h is 

a g i f t o f lasting charm. Here 

is a piece of jewel lery w h i c h is 

always appropriate and always 

in p e r f e c t taste. W r i t e n o w f o r 

details to o u r military department 

Crown Jewellers 

1 1 2 R E G E N T S T R E E T - L O N D O N - W . l 
T d e p h o n e : R E G E N T 7020 (11 lines) 
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P h o n e ^ " V l ^ ^ ^ v PHone 

D A Y ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 

3369 ^ ^ 2070 
Sales and Service 

WEST END GARAGE 
21-23 VICTORIA ROAD 

RICHMOND 

YORKSHIRE 

24 Hour Break-down Service 

AH Types of Cars Serviced and 
Overhauled 

Coach Work and Respraying 

Estimates g i v e n Free 

B.M.C. AUSTIN R.A.C. 

Widely Known 

Throughout the Services 
Hawkes have supplied Service uniform and 
equipment for nearly two hundred years. But 
they are equally well known as civilian tailors, 
modern in their methods, while traditional in 
their spirit. Hawkes Department for Immediate 
Wear is the natural resort of men who wish to 
maintain the Savile Row standard without 
undue strain on their pocket. 

• LOUNGE SUITS FROM 122,0/0 
• OVERCOATS FROM 19 GNS. 
• SPORTS JACKETS FROM 11 GNS. 

ALL UNIFORMS A N D SERVICE 
EQUIPMENT SUPPLIED 

For Bespoke Tailoring, patterns and prices nil! 
be gladly supplied on request 

Ilawkes of Savile Row 
Regimental Tailors and Outfitters 

Establislied 1771 
1 S A V I L E ROW, W.l 
(Telephone: REGent 0186) 

12a L O N D O N RD., C A M B E R L E Y 
(Telephone: Camberley 829) 

RACAL C O M M U N I C A T I O N S 

offer a career in telecommunications and specialised 
electronics to suitable tradesmen of Royal Signals who 
are considering their future after Army service. 

Vacancies exist for : 

Wiremen 
Instrument Makers 
Electronic Testers 
Installation Technicians 

Send full personal details, including training and 
experience, to : 

The Personnel Manager 

RACAL ELECTRONICS LIMITED 
Bracknell, Berkshire, England 

* * * 

Good pay and prospects 

* * * 

Assistance with housing 
for certain grades 

* * * 

Contributory 
superannuation scheme 

* * * 
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London W1 

London ECS 
Belfast 

Bournemouth 
Bristol 1 

Cardiff 
Edinburgh 2 
Glasgow C2 

Leeds 1 
Leicester 

Manchester 3 
Newcastle-on-Tyne 1 

Nottingham 
Liverpool 2 

W H 

Cutlery & Silverware showrooms 
treasure-troves magnificent; full of cutlery, 
shining silverware, splendid stainless steel, 
clocks, w/atches, jewellery and a very 
special range of gifts and presentations. 
M e m b e r s of H.M. Forces are invited to 
take their pick at generous discount prices 

Avon House, 356/366 Oxford Street (opposite 
Bond Street Underground Station) Mayfair 9818 
165 Fenchurch Street, Mansion House 2120 
10 Royal Avenue. Belfast 21598 
4 Dean Park Road. Bournemouth 2113 
1 Clare Street (The Centre) Bristol 21708 
Westminster Bank Building, 97 St. Mary Street. 29478 
91 George Street. Caledonian 5005 
94 Hope Street. Central 9316 
148 Briggate. Leeds 25586 
2 Bishop Street. Leicester 59373 
2/10 St. Mary's Street, Deansgate. Blackfriars 9029 
60 Grey Street, Newcastle. Central 28631 
19 Long Row. Nottingham 43468 
Armour House, 22 Lord Street. Royal 1651 

From all showrooms or direct from Sheffield 

W a l k e r & Hall 
Silversmiths and Cutlers of Distinction Since 1845 
Howard St. Sheffield 1 Telephone 25045 

B A T E S 
Hatter & Military Cap Manufacturer 

21a J E R M Y N STREET 
L O N D O N , S.W.I 

Tel. REGeni 2722 One Minute from Piccadilly Circus 

Specialists in 

REGIMENTAL CAPS 
for 

ROYAL SIGNALS 
and for many other Corps and 

Regiments 

Bates' lightweight khaki S.D. Cap is made to one finest 
quality only, and at a most reasonable price. 

We have no second quality Cap. 



Over a Century of Service 

1853-1963 
IN PRINT 
Like the Services, we also have a long tradition to 

uphold, at the sanne time, again like the Services, 

taking advantage of scientific progress in this age 

of mechanisation; yet maintaining, through a 

special department, a personal and helpful link 

with Service Editors, whom we are ever willing to 

advise and assist in the production of their journals. 

F.J.PARSONS LTD 
Lennox House, Norfolk Street, W.C.2 • Temple Bar 6591 

Works: Observer Buildings, Hastings • Hastings 1157 

SAVE 
WHILE 
YOU 

SERVE 

A fev/ shillings a week taken 
from your pay packet N O W can 
solve your housing v^hen you leave 
the service. 

Investments wi th the Portman 
Building Society earn tax free inter-
est at the rate of 3J% and your 
savings wil l soon mount up to 
house deposit proportions. 

On demobilization we wil l advise 
you on housing conditions in the 
area in which you wish to live and 
help you through the necessary 
negotiations. 

N O W is the time to plan for 
security in the FUTURE. 

with the PORTMAN BUILDING SOCIETY 
F O R A l - I O M E O F Y O U R O W N 

Further details from : 

P O R T M A N S Q U A R E , L O N D O N , W . L 

P E R C I V A L C O A C H E S 
for P R I V A T E H I R E 

Luxury Saloon Coaches 

available f o r Military 

units at short notice 

TBLBPHONB : RICHMONtl 2348 

Percival Brothers (Coaches) Ltd 
53, M A R K E T P L A C E , R I C H M O N D , Y O R K S . 

Produced for the Publilhers, THE SIGNALS ASSOCIATION OF THE ROYAL CORPS OF SIGNALS, Cheltenham Terrace, Chelsea, London, S.W.3 
(Telephone SLOane 3477) by C O M B I N E D SERVICE PUBLICATIONS, LTD.. 67/68 Jermyn Street, St. James's, London, S .W. I 

Printed In Great Britain by F, J. PARSONS, LTD., Lennox House, Norfolk Street, London, W.C.2 , and *' Observer " Buildings, Hastings. Advertisement Managers: 
SERVICE NEWSPAPERS, LTD., 67/68 Jermyn Street, St. James's, London, S .W. I (Telephone : Whitehall 250-4) 

I HI ^^^ Royal Signals Magazine 
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ARMIES N O W USE T H E 

MILITARY MAN PACK SET 

L T 

n 
The HF156 manpack transmitter/receiver is a tough reliable portable set selected 
by the Brit ish A r m y for active service in all cl imates. It 's robust, fully sealed 
and entirely self-contained. 

Six crystal control led channels, extreme simpl ic i ty of operat ion and exceptional 
range on voice and C W are some of the many features proved in 
v\/orld-v\/ide active service by fourteen armies. 

BRITISH COMMUNICATIONS CORPORATION LTD NEASDEN LONDON NW10 Te l : DOLlis Hill 8511 Cables: Britcom London 

BKITISH COMMUmCATIONS COKPOIIATION I I M I I I B 



clear 
concise 

comnnunlcations 
The importance of clear concise communications in any military 

operation cannot be stressed too strongly. With this new V H F 

equipment speech is never garbled. 

Now in general use, this equipment gives reliability and 

flexibility never before achieved under mobile conditions. 

Completely sealed against dust and moisture, they are ' as 

tough as a tank' . 

V H F means: 

• predictable and consistent communication by day and night 

• complete freedom from long range interference 

• no skip, no long range interception 

• excellent speech quality (communication with voice recognition 
gives authenticity) 

• instant selection of desired frequency — no netting 

Wireless Set C.42 No. 2 (VHF Transmitter-Receiver) 

For speech communication between troops, squadron and 
regimental H.Q. Facilities for F M speech on 481 separate 
50 kc/s channels in the V H F band; built-in crystal calibrators. 
An amplifier is incorporated for intercommunication between 
crew personnel. Available with transistorised power supply unit 
for 12 or 24V d.c. operation. 

Wireless Set B.47 ( VHF Transmitter-Receiver) 

For short range speech communication. Primarily intended as 

the third o r ' C ' set for use as a tank-to-infantry link. 181 separate 

100 kc/s channels are available. 

Wireless Set B.48 ( VHF Transmitter-Receiver) 

Designed primarily for short range speech communication 

such as forward observation officer-to-gun positions. 121 separate 

100 kc/s channels in the V H F band. 

The C.42 No. 2 VHF Transmitter-
Receiver and Power Pactc 

T e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s D i v i s i o n • Electronic & Equipment Group 

THE PLESSEY COMPANY (UK) LIMITED - llford • Essex • llford 3040 
overseas 5a/es Or^an/sa^/on; Plessey International Limited • l l ford • Essex 
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FORD MAKES IT EASY 
TO O W N YOUR O W N CAR 

SPECIAL OVERSEAS PURCHASE TERMS 

Whether you are being posted abroad or are at present serving abroad, 
you can have priority delivery of a brand new Ford car; and for those 
serving outside Europe, special shipment can be arranged. You've a 
choice from a full range of cars, free of U.K. purchase tax. 
® Tax-free use in the U.K.—prior to shipment • Hire purchase terms 
available ® Shipment overseas arranged • World-wide Service and 
parts availability 

The Ford range of quality cars includes: AngUa de luxe saloon and 
Estate car; Consul Classic 315; Capri; Zephyr and Zodiac saloons. 

j n c 
Anglia Consul 315 Zodiac 

For complete details of Personal Export Scheme, contact your local Ford dealer or 
FORD MOTOR C O M P A N Y LTD • 8 8 REGENT STREET • L O N D O N W1 • T e l : REGENT 7 2 7 2 
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T H E W I R E 

T II i; It O V A l> S I G IV A I. S 
A ft A Z I X K 

The Official Organ of the Signals 
Association 

Editor: 

i m i e A D I E R p . M . p . n O B S O N , 
D.S.O. 

Assistant Editor: 

I I I U G A M E R H . R . F I R T I I 

All correspondence and matter for 

publication for THE WIRE, should be 

addressed to THE WIRE, Royal Signals 
Association, Cheltenham Terrace, Chelsea, 

London, S.W.3. 

MATTER FOR PUBLICATION 
MUST BE RECEIVED BY THE 
I2th O F T H E M O N T H P R E C E D -
ING PUBLICATION, 

Remittances should be made payable 
to: Royal Signals Association. Sub-
scription rates (post free, except air 
mail): Twelve months, 15/-; single 
month, 1/3. 

•A 
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T h e r e has recently been a very welcome tendency for articles in THE 

WIRE to be less concerned with " T h e A n n u a l Administrative I n s p e c t i o n " 

and to take the form, more and more, of personal experiences and adventures 

of individual soldiers. T h i s is just w h a t is wanted. M a n y of these articles 

have been highly readable and have undoubtedly added to the general 

interest of THE WIRE. 

T h e purpose of this Editorial is to let it be known as widely as possible 

h o w m u c h we welcome this type of article and to express the hope that they 

wil l increase in number and variety. W e cannot promise to publish them all 

as due regard must be paid to subject matter and space in THE WIRE, but 

certainly no worthwhi le article wil l ever go unpublished. 

F r o m the general point of v iew we are very lucky as a C o r p s to be 

situated all around the w o r l d — f r o m H o n g K o n g to the W e s t Indies and f r o m 

N o r w a y to G a n Island. T h u s there are unrivalled opportunities for us to do 

unusual things, to travel to interesting places and to indulge in a wide variety 

of sports not always possible at home. W e are now virtually an all-Regular 

C o r p s a n d — l e t us admit i t — n o t too badly paid. T h e r e are therefore really no 

valid reasons w h y we should not take ful l advantage of these opportunities. 

Here indeed are to be f o u n d some of the greatest rewards of Service l ife 

and he w h o confines himself to a daily and monotonous round of the barrack 

room, the N A A F I and the cinema is letting life, in the fullest sense, pass him 

by. 

So go to it ! C l i m b mountains, explore remote places, photograph big 

game, ski, sail or do whatever comes to mind as original and exciting and 

then let us hear all about it. Y o u wil l thoroughly enjoy it and so shall we. 

r K I I R U A R Y • 1963 

Vol . 17 {New Series) N o . 2 

CLOSING DATE FOR COPY FOR THE WIRE 

With effect from the 12th March, copy for the April and each 

subsequent number of " T H E W I R E , " must be received by the Editor 

on, or preferably, before 12th of the month. 

This has been made necessary because of the increasing number 

of Regiments, Squadrons who met the previous dead-line with copy 

arriving last post on the isth or first post on the i6th. 

As a case in point, late copy for the February W I R E , despite 

intensive work for six hours by one experienced Editor and his 

assistant, was one cause of considerable dislocation in the printers' 

schedule of production. 
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Illlllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll 

The 

Representative 

Colonel 

Commandant 

visits 

Middle East 

Command 

H i • 

G E N E R A L M O B E R L Y A N D C R S I G N A L S ( M I D E A S T ) W I T H T H E O F F I C E R S , W . O . ' s A N D S E N I O R N . C . O . ' s 
O F 254 S Q U A D R O N 

Standing, r2ar row ; Sergeant D. G. Lay ton, Sergeant F. Cou lson, Sergeant R. Star l ing, Sergeant J. S tockwc l l , Sergeant R. M. 
C r o n i e (R.A.P.C.) , Sergeant B. P. H i l l , Sergeant B. A . Jewiss, Sergeant G. W . B r o o k e 

Standing, centre row : Staff-Sergeant J, W . Anke rs , Staff-Sergeant E. E. N u g e n t , Sergeant P. W h i t h a m , Sergeant E. Rapson, Sergeant 
G. H. Jeannet te , Sergeant J. K. Rober ts , Staff-Sergeant D. C. Prescot t 

Sitting, front row : L ieu tenan t I. D. Scot t , Capta in G. A . W . Hickn^an, L i eu tenan t -Co lone l T. I. G. Gray , Ma jo r -Gene ra l R. J. 
Illllllllillllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllill M o b e r l y , C.B., O.B.E. , Ma jo r P. A . MacGi l l i v ray , W . O . I I D. N . M. E l d r i i g e , Capta in E. T. Bo l t , L ieu tenan t (T .O .T ) L. C. H o o p e r 

Saturday, the 8th of December, 1962, time a little after 2 
p.m. in Aden. The plane from Nairobi rolls to a halt in front 
of the small but busy terminal building at Aden Civil Airport, 
to be met at the bottom of the mobile steps by the Command 
V.I.P. car. Into the Aden glare steps the Representative Colonel 
Commandant and a radiant Mrs. Moberly. C.R. Signals (Mid-
east) welcomes the visitors on behalf of us all. 

The visit to the Command has begun, successfully and right 
on time; we have our fingers crossed for the programme is 
crowded and complicated, and " Adenitus " is rife. 

By happy coincidence H.M.S. Hermes was in Aden and so, 
before a quiet supper with the G.O.C. M.E.L F. (Major-General 
J. A. R. Robertson) with whom the General and Mrs. Moberly 
stayed whilst in Aden, they were able to go on board accom-
panied by Colonel T . I. G. and Mrs. Gray for drinks with the 
Captain (Captain O'Brien). 

Sunday at 08.30 hours saw their arrival at Singapore Barracks 
for an open-air Inter-Denominational Drumhead Service, con-
ducted by Padre G. M. Higgins, Chaplain to the Federation 
Regular Army, at which there was a splendid attendance by all 
ranks and families. The band of the ist Battalion King's Own 
Scottish Borderers performed both at the service and at the 
march past which followed immediately, and at which all units 
and sub-units in Aden with Royal Signals personnel were repre-
sented by detachments. Afterwards, the General and Mrs. 
Moberly spent a much appreciated half-hour talking to all 
ranks and their families in the N A A F I Club over a cup of 
coffee. 

T h e rest of the day was spent in a very enjoyable boat trip 
and picnic ably organised by Major G. W. A. Stephenson and 
other members of 222 Squadron. 

The General's and Mrs. Moberly's stamina were really proved 
that night by their fine form at a dinner party given by the 
G.O.C. Some of us who were very hospitably invited on board 
H.M.S. Hermes to wine, dine and cine(!) have to admit not 
seeing much of the film. 

Monday morning, and the party was over at least until even-
ing; and the General was down to business. His interest and 
abundant searching questions during his briefing on the Com-
mand, which took place first thing, caused those responsible for 
the timings to watch watches. 

VisH to 2.74 Squadron 
T h e occasion was of special interest as the General was the 

first senior officer to see the Squadron accommodated as a 
unit in Singapore Barracks. Until 4th October, 1962, Squadron 
H.Q., Line and Maintenance Troop were accommodated in a 
tenement building in Maalla, the remainder of the Squadron, 

including Radio Troop, being accommodated in Singapore 
Barracks. Accompanied by C.R. Signals, he was met at the 
main gate by the Garrison Commander, Officer Commanding 
Singapore Barracks, and O.C. 254 Squadron, Major P. A. 
MacGilivray. T h e Squadron Quarter Guard, commanded by 
Sergeant Roberts of Line Troop, were complimented on their 
turnout and bearing by the General. T h e tour around the 
scattered elements of the Squadron started with the Singapore 
Barracks Message Centre which serves the Isthmus area. The 
General spoke to soldiers at their places of work in Maintenance, 
Radio and Line Troops, and was particularly interested in the 
off-duty facilities provided by the Junior Ranks' Club. The 
main topic in conversation was what reason attracted men as 
recruits to the Corps. T h e intangibles produced as answers by 
some soldiers suggested that the Colonel Commandant will have 
to do more " sampling " before he finds the answer! 

That evening a drinks party was held at the Tarshyne Officers' 
Club. All Royal Signals officers and their ladies acted as hosts 
to a large number of guests which included the Flag Officer 
Middle East, Rear Admiral Scotland, T h e General Officer Com-
manding Middle East Land Forces and the Station Commander 
R.A.F. Steamer Point, and their wives, as well as many others. 
T o the hosts the party appeared to be a great success (with 
special thanks for the arrangements made by Major L . S. 
Bamber—an old hand at this by now). We hope it gave 
General and Mrs. Moberly a chance to meet informally both 
the Signalmen and a cross section of senior officers of Aden 
and their wives. 

Tuesday, n t h December, began with a visit to the Little 
Aden area, 22 miles to the west. There the General met men 
of the Royal Scots Greys Troop (I.C. Staff Sergeant (F. of S.) 
Harries) and 9/12 Lancers Troop (I.C. Staff Sergeant (F. of S.) 
Clarkson). In the lines of the latter Regiment, he visited the 
Little Aden Message Centre operated by 254 Squadron and met 
in particular Sergeant Ferguson, the N.C.O. in charge, and Staff 
Sergeant Ankers, I.C. of the Message Centre Troop. The 
General was escorted throughout by the C.O. (Lieutenant-
Colonel Thompson-Glover), the Adjutant and Signal Officer. 

Visit to Vedvrution Itefiiilar Armf/ Squadron 
T h e latter half of the morning was spent visiting the F.R.A. 

Squadron in Seedaseer Lines. On arrival, the General was 
escorted through the gates by the colourful F.R.A. Camel 
Troop and a repeat performance of this manoeuvre was sub-
sequently given for the General's camera. An inspection of 
the Guard of Honour provided by the F.R.A. followed the wel-
come given by the Commander F.R.A. and the Squadron Com-
mander, Major R. C. Walker. T h e General made a complete 
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1. Genera l M o b e r l y w i t h m e m b e r s of 601 T r o o p 
(Ship). (L. tor.) Capt . G. H . M o r g a n ( O . C . T r o o p ) . 
Lt . -Col . Gray , Gen. M o b e r l y , Cpi. W i l l i a m s , Signal-
men S t e w a r t and Langley 

2. T h e Genera ! present ing a belt to c o m m e m o r a t e 
over ten years' service w i t h Br i t ish t roops to 
Civ i l ian Cable Jo in ter G a r i b A b d u f N a g i ( " G a l l o p " ) 
of " K " T r o o p , 222 Squadron 

3. T h e Genera l w i t h m e m b e r s of the T . O . S . Signal 
Squadron a f ter receiv ing a T . O . S . p laque, a sham-
oaq and a ugal. L. to r . ; M a i . T r i p p ( O . C . Squad 
ron), S.S.M. W i n d e b a n k and the Squadron's only 
A r a b off icer L t . Said Mihsea 

4. T h e Genera l t a lk ing to Sgt. and Mrs . S tockwel l 
and f a m i l y in the N . A . A . F . I . C lub a f te r Church 
Parade 

5. Genera l M o b e r l y ta lk ing to S igmn. H a n l o n 
dur ing inspect ion of 254 Squadron Q u a r t e r G u a r d 

6. O u t s i d e the Message C e n t r e a t L i t t l e A d e n , the 
Genera l is t a l k i n g to S/Sgt. A n k e r s of 254 Squadron 
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tour of the Squadron and met and spoke to most of the B.O.R.s. 
Whilst in the workshops he was able to see the only Arab 
technician working alongside Lance-Corporal Hickman. Before 
visiting Captain Gregory and the Operations Troop, which was 
deployed as for a Tactical H Q. in the field, the General was 
presented with a F.R.A. plaque by S.S.M. Aitken on behalf of 
all ranks of the Squadron. At the lunch given for him in the 
F.R.A. Mess, the General was kind enough to remark that he 
had been kvourably impressed with all he had seen and indeed 
afterwards made this point during his broadcast from F.B.S. 

That evening the General was guest of honour at a Royal 
Signals dinner night held in Aden Garrison Officers' Mess. On 
this occasion not only did the Mess have to be borrowed but 
indeed had to be completely furnished, as it had been deserted 
in favour of the new Mess (at that time not yet functioning 
properly) only three days previously. Captain Hickman and his 
helpers from 254 Squadron somehow proved equal to this nigh 
impossible situation. 

On the same evening Mrs. Moberly was entertained by the 
Wives' Club where she was able to meet all members individu-
ally and enjoy an excellent buffet supper arranged by Mrs. 
Jeanette, the Club's hard-working Secretary. 

Vinit to I Battalion Federation ile.gular Armfi 
On Wednesday the General was given a well-earned rest from 

the normal round in the form of a trip up country to the 
Protectorate. Staff Sergeant Burman, Royal Signals, a pilot 
with 653 Light Aircraft Squadron (who is to be congratulated 
on recently receiving the C.-in-C.'s commendation), flew the 
General to Mukeiras. The Garrison Commander and Major 
Walker accompanied him, and for this trip he was given the 
services of an Arab A.D.C./interpreter, Mulazim Ali. On 
arrival the General inspected a Quarter Guard and afterwards 
visited the Battalion Signal Troop where he was very interested 
to see the operators both under training and those working the 
links back to Aden and the other Garrisons in the Protectorate. 
Coffee in the Mess was followed by a landrover trip to the top 
of the "ITiirra Pass, which gave the General ample opportunity 
to use his camera. After an excellent lunch in the Officers' 
Mess the General was flown back to Khormaksar by Staff 
Sergeant Burman. 

Warrant Olfirers' and Sergeants* Iteeeption 
Later that night General and Mrs. Moberly, together with 

Colonel and Mrs. Gray, were entertained at a Warrant Officers' 
and Senior N.C.O.s' reception at the Aden Garrison Sergeants' 
Mess and were met on arrival by the chief hosts, R.Q.M.S. 
and Mrs. Attwell. 

We made it " two to one " in favour of Mrs. Moberly when 
it came to remembering the " cross country" team in 1949, 
and other nearly forgotten facts common to General and Mrs. 
Moberly and the Warrant Officers and Senior N.C.O.s and 
their wives. 

An attendance of nearly 60, including ladies, was disbelieved 
until the third and final count asked for by C.R. Signals because 
it is rumoured he had found an unknown member of his 
command. 

was busy on records, the party moved to the control tower. 
Here Corporal McLeod was gently quizzed by the General 
about life in Aden and on his own home town of Forres, Moray-
shire. Next to be presented were Corporal Thompson and 
Lance-Corporal Croft who came out from the innards of a 
couple of ten plus fifties we've recently installed for Flying Wing 
against the eventual arrival of an auto big enough to cover 
the whole station. 

The official trip concluded with visits to the receiver and 
transmitter sites where respectively Signalmen Newby and Day 
had a chance to meet the General. 

Then came lunch to give General Moberly what must have 
been a much needed break before he had to dash off to the local 
broadcasting studios to record his talk to us all. We were treated 
very hospitably indeed by the Officers' Mess, R.A.F. Khormaksar, 
and this interlude formed a pleasant informal opportunity to 
make our farewells. 

Meanwhile on the same morning Mrs. Moberly accompanied 
by Mrs. Gray did a round of visits to our wives, including Mrs. 
Eldridge, Mrs. Chapman, Mrs. Stephenson, Mrs. Howes and 
Mrs. Banyard. 

Visit to forces ttroadeasting Service 
At the studios of the recently established Forces Broadcasting 

Service the General made a recording for broadcast the following 
evening. In an inspiring address, he explained what was being 
done to resolve the present manpower and equipment difficulties 
of the Corps and helped us to see our local problems in the 
perspective of the Corps as a whole. He spoke of the plans for 
the all regular Corps of the future and pointed a bright and 
encouraging picture indeed. He said some very kind things about 
his reception in Aden which were undeserved but much 
appreciated. Mrs. Moberly joined the General at the studios and 
they were both shown round the premises by the Station Director, 
Mr. Pat Pachebat, himself an ex-member of the Corps. 

Thus the visit to Aden ended but the rest of the Command 
was still to come. After a quiet supper party with the G.O.C. and 
C.R. Signals and his wife. General and Mrs. Moberly were off 
again at 0750 hours the following morning on the next leg of 
their journey to Bahrain. 

An amusing interlude in this journey occurred when the 'plane 
touched down at the R.A.F. Route Station at Riyan. There 
waiting to meet the 'plane was the sole representative of Royal 
Signals, Signalman A. C. Day, of 222 Squadron. After being 
initially awed. Signalman Day soon warmed to the General's 
friendliness and interest. Over a lemonade in the Officers' Mess 
he lost no opportunity to discuss with C.R. Signals all the official 
and personal problems associated with being so " independent." 

General and Mrs. Moberly arrived in Bahrain on the afternoon 
of the 14th and proceeded to the home of Brigadier R. H. C. 
Bryers, who very kindly accommodated them during their stay 
in Bahrain. In the evening they were entertained by Major Pope 
to a buffet supper at which they were able to meet all the local 
Signal Officers and their wfives. 

Early on Saturday morning they flew off to Sharjah in a 
Viscount of Kuwait Airways for a short visit to the T.O.S. sand-
wiched between the two halves of their Bahrain visit. 

Visit to 222 Squadron 
Thursday, 13th December. On his way to Ras Morbut he 

had visited H.Q. Mideast Comcentre, where our new T.O.T., 
Lieutenant Foakes, was amongst the accompanying officers, and 
Lance-Corporal Burt was slaving away at Fault Control duties. 

The General had already met most of the " wheels" of 
S.H.Q. at the previous Sunday's al fresco (well, almost) lunch, 
except for new arrival S.S.M. Snell, who was presented and to 
whom the General chatted briefly. Corporal Garmory, another 
to have recently joined the Squadron after having been selected 
for a recruiting tour in England, was also singled out for a 
friendly talk as the party prepared to leave for Khormaksar. 
This is where the Airfield Troop Commander, Lieutenant 
Castle, insists that all the work is done! 

The party was greeted on arrival at R.A.F. Khormaksar by 
the Station Commander and Lieutenant Castle, and then set 
off on a tour. On the way into the main signals block the 
General paused to present the Squadron's locally employed cable 
jointer, Galib Abdul Nagi, with a Royal Sigrials stable belt. 
This was to mark many years of faithful service on the part 
of Nagi—known affectionately as " Gallop " amongst the lads. 
This act of the General was much appreciated, both by the 
Squadron and by the local population. 

After a call into Fault Control where Lance-Corporal Lennon 

Visit to Trucial Oman Squadron 
General and Mrs. Moberly's visit to the T.O.S. was regrettably 

restricted to under 24 hours. They arrived with C.R. Sigiials 
from Bahrain on 15th December and returned the following 
morning. Their visit was dogged with bad luck from the begin-
ning for not only did they have to reduce the length of their stay 
but Sharjah had a thunder and rain storm—the first for two 
years—the day before they arrived, which inundated the entire 
area and caused considerable damage to buildings and property. 
Finally to add to the list of mishaps, the 'plane which was to fly 
the General's party to Bureimi broke down. 

Thus the General's visit was reduced to two parties on the 
Saturday evening and a quick trip around the Squadron on the 
Sunday. Mrs. Moberly accompanied the General around the 
Squadron and met amongst others some of the Arab boy opera-
tors who are fast becoming the mascots of the Signal Squadron. 

The tour ended with the presentation by Lieutenant Said 
Mihsea of a T.O.S. plaque and a Shamaag and Ugal to the 
General to remind him of his visit to Sharjah. 

Italtrain 
After their return on the Sunday the remainder of the day 

was taken up with a tour round the island and a dinner party 
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with C.L.E.P.G. at which the Political Resident Persian Gulf, 
Sir William Luce, and Lady Luce were also guests. 

On Monday, lyth December, both the General and Mrs. 
Moberly had a full day with us; he to visit all Signal installations 
on the island, she to meet wives. 

On Monday morning the General's first visit was to 255 
Squadron. Here he saw Signal Centre, barrack rooms and 
administrative offices and the General met and talked to the 
majority of the members of the Squadron. We hope that a 

Officers and N.C.O.'s of 255 Squadron 

certain Signalman, who shall be nameless, will enjoy Catterick 
more than he seemed to think he would, when he spoke to the 
General. 

At 10 o'clock in the morning the General visited R.A.F. 
Bahrain to inspect " B " Troop of 222 Squadron and here again 
he was able to meet a large proportion of the men. 

His next port of call was to 601 Troop (Ship) and the photo-
graph we produce here should squash for all time the false 

Hiorns Sc Miller 
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C R E S T E D S T A T I O N E R Y 

A C C O U N T B O O K S 

P R I N T I N G O F 

A N Y D E S C R I P T I O N 

O F F I C E E Q U I P M E N T 
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Estimates and samples sent on request 
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M A R L B O R O U G H S T R E E T 

D E V O N P O R T 

Telephone: Plymouth 51373 

rumour that to get into 601 Troop you must have webbed feet, 
although on reflection they do wear large boots. 

At 11.40 hours his tour took the General to the N e w Joint 
Comcen. Looking from the outside like a cross between an 
abbatoir and a jerry built crematorium, it is, when one gets 
inside, very well equipped. 

And so to our second photograph which shows a very beautiful 
background and in the foreground the less beautiful Officers and 
senior N.C.O.s of 255 Squadron. 

After a pre-lunch visit to the 
Jufair Sergeants' Mess, where 
traditional Sergeants' Mess hos-
pitality was dispensed. General 
M o b e r l y , accompanied by 
Lieutenant-Colonel Gray and 
Major Pope went to Hamala to 
visit I Parachute Battalion Group. 
Lunch in the Officers' Mess there 
was followed by a visit to Royal 
Signal personnel of 216 Squadron 
in the Battalion Group. In view of 
his airborne service, the General 
particularly enjoyed this visit and 
there was much " Red Beret " talk. 

On the evening of the 17th of 
December the Royal Signals 
officers on the island gave a cock-
tail party in the Officers' Mess for 
signal officers of the other two 
Services and for civilian personnel 
of Cable and Wireless and I.A.L. 

The next morning our guests 
said farewell to Bahrain and at just 
after seven in the morning they 
took off for London and the cold 
of England in a B.O.A.C. Comet. 

We all hope that they enjoyed their stay with us and that 
they didn't feel the cold too much on arrival back in England. 
W e certainly wish they could have stayed with us longer. We 
much appreciated General Moberly's keenness over each and 
every item of the visit and the personal interest he showed to 
everyone he met. Mrs. Moberly's ever-winning smile and her 
charm and friendliness to everyone will also be long remembered. 

Mr. Jock Martin 
The Editor has received the following letter from Mr. 
Jock Martin, who served in Signal Services, Royal 
Engineers and later in 2 Company 43 (Wessex) 
Divisional Signals, and who is a member of the 

Southampton Branch of the Association. 

Since No. i War I have attended the n t h November service 
in whatever place I have found myself. Last n t h November 
(1962) I was in Singapore, and took the two ship's radio officers 
to the service attended by i8th Signal Regiment. I , of course, 
wore my Association lapel badge and tie. After the service 
I was stuck for a taxi back to the ship, but, by the greatest 
good fortune, fell in with Major Batty (Joe), O.C. 2 Squadron, 
and his wife, and in a few minutes we were in his bungalow 
drinking cold beer. This kindly and gracious action shows how 
far the long arm of the Association reaches. 

On the return voyage. Major and Mrs. Batty again enter-
tained us and motored us around the Island on a tour of 
Signals installations, including Chin Bee, 237 Squadron, O.C. 
Capt. P. J. F. White, F. of S. Spear. T h e two radio officers 
were most impressed; so was I, considering my memories go 
back to 1914, when I did lead driver in an eight-mule cable 
wagon team, chased about by Logie Yule and R.S.M. Simnett; 
in Cairo, in No. 2 War, I met Colonel Yule's nephew, and Mr. 
Simnett. I was then a major, somewhat old and fat, so Mr. 
Simnstt (still Ginger) refrained from chasing me! 

I send you this report in appreciation of my membership of 
the Association granting me the privilege of meeting Major 
and Mrs. Batty—this entirely apart from the cold beer—and 
also by way of thanks to the Committee. 

MOKN Kit Waiiti^d.—^A.E.R. Lieutenant (6 ft. 3 in. tall) 
wishes to purchase secondhand Mess Kit. Al l offers, enquiries, 
should be addressed to: J. F. Bedford, 23, Commonfield Road, 
Banstead, Surrey. 
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M/ 

The C.l.G.S. with the S.O.-in-C. 

Corps Guest Night 
On 6jh December, for the first time in the history of the 

Corps, it is believed, the Chief of the Imperial General Staff 
was our guest at dinner in the H.Q. Mess. 

Despite widespread fog, particularly in the London area, 
which disrupted travel arrangements, the Master of Signals 
made the journey from Devon to preside. T h e Signal Officer-
in-Chief, the Chief Signal Officers of all Home Commands and 
about 20 other officers from all parts of the country attended 
and the number of places available for Regimental officers in 
Gatterick had accordingly to be restricted to about 65. Unfor-
tunately, boirh Major-General Thuillier and Major-General 
Whistler were prevented from attending by accidents in the 
last minute, but both are now quite recovered. 

In addition to General Sir Richard Hull, our guests included 
Lieutenant-General Sir Charles Jones, G.O.C.-in-C., Northern 
Command, and Major-General Read, G.O.C. , 50th Division, 
T . A . After an excellent dinner. General Hull moved freely 
round talking to officers, many of whom had served with him 
at one time or another. 

At one time, it had seemed unlikely that the C. l .G.S . would 
be back from his study of the political situation in India in time 
for the occasion. However, in the event he returned at the 
end of November and we are extremely grateful to him for 
finding the time to visit us in Catterick in what for him must 
have been an extremely busy and critical period. 

On the following morning, he gave a most interesting talk in 
North Hall to all officers about the Army of today. 

Corrigenda 
On page 31 of the January number of THE WIRE, the names 

of Major-General and Mrs. A. M. W . Whistler were most 
unfortunately omitted from the list of some of those who were 
present at the farewell dinner to mark the retirement of 
Brigadier H. R. Firth. The Editor very much regrets this 
omission. 

Congratulations 
T o Maior-General R. F. B. Naylor, C.B., C.B.E., D.S.O., 

M.C. , on his appointment as President of the National Rose 
Society on 24th January, 1963. As a noted grower of roses this 
honour will please him very much. 

I ' 

Lieutenant-General Sir Charles Jones, Major-General Sir Wil l iam 
Scott, General Sir Richard Hull, Major-General Swainson 

O b i t u a r i e s ; 

C O L O I V E L T . I I . C R A V E L Y , O . B . E . 

Born in 1894, he was a little older than his friends during 
most of his service, which was varied and distinguished. Com-
missioned into the Hampshire Regiment in 1915, he was in 
France by August, 1916. Wounded at Gendecourt two months 
later, he returned to England and was appointed to a Regular 
Commission in 1918, in which year he joined the Signal Service, 
Royal Engineers. 1918 to 1923 took him to Salonika and 
Constantinople whence, after a deal of experience and while 
serving in 4th Divisional Signals, he transferred to the Corps. 
He was thus one of the more experienced of those who brought 
tradition and skill to the forming of the new Corps, which 
remains greatly indebted to him. 

Four years at the War Office; eleven years overseas—mostly 
in India—took him to 1939, when he was performing the near 
impossible " Officer Commanding S.T.C. (I) Officer in Charge 
Records, C.S.O., Southern Command," all at the same time. 
Good for the Corps, good for Gravely, he returned to the 
War Office early in 1940, being a founder member of the 
Directorate of Signals, and was promoted Colonel in 1941 
(not bad at age 47). At the end of 1942 he took his experience, 
foresight and common sense with him on his appointment as 
Commandant, School of Signals. An example was the introduc-
tion in 1944 of short courses for seniors then returning after 
many years overseas. Characteristically, these courses were de-
signed to " show the seniors the newest equipment" and as 
a quid pro quo, the " Dons " were, in Gravely's own words, 
" to be told the facts of life." 

Very few men had so many friends and no enemies. A little 
older than his contemporaries—certainly a good deal wiser than 
most; a very large number over the years have sought his 
advice on matters professional and private. A man of many 
talents, he combined the work of Brigade Major at Catterick 
with membership of a team under R.T.O. Gary—a team which 
wrote, produced, acted, photographed, designed scenery, etc., 
for a fairly constant stream of original cinema films, leading to 
a live performance on the stage in Newbiggin Hall (which 
preceeded the Gary Theatre). Less known is his authorship 
of a valuable volume " Signal Communications," a history and 
criticism of the work of the Corps during the Second World 
War. Published by the War Office as a restricted document, 
it is known to few. It is more detailed than General Nalder's 
comparable book—but none the less most valuable. 

What else is there to say of such a nice man? So many will 
be sad that he is dead—so many will sympathise with his wife 
and daughter. Bill Gravely and his wife were a very good 
pair, equally liked by all who had the privilege of their friend-
ship. He died on 9th January, 1963, and by his own wish, no 
fuss at all was made of it. 
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OBITUARIES — Continued 

The Editor much regrets to record the deaths of other well-
known officers of the Corps. 

The officers in question were Major A. G. Smith, Major 
A. C. Sugden and Major John SkeUy. 

M a j o r U o r d o n S m i t h was serving with the 45th (Essex) 
Regiment (T.A.) when he met his death in a car accident on 
18th December, 1962, while on a unit exercise in Scotland. Since 
enlisting as a Boy in 1936 he made his mark in the Corps 
and made a circle of friends. He was an outstanding sports-
man. He played hockey for Scotland as weU as the Army and 
the Corps and he won the Army 120 yards hurdles champion-
ship in 1947 and the Army high jump championship as a Boy 
in 1938/39, and the long jump championship in 1938. 

Always popular and respected he will be missed by his many 
friends throughout the Corps. 

M a j o r S u g i l e n suddenly passed away on 7th January, 
1963, while serving as G.S.O.2 on the Staff of MiUtary Forces 
Northern Europe, Norway. Of quiet and sincere demeanour, 
Major Sugden was much respected for his integrity and devotion 
to duty. He served the Corps loyally for a number of years 
and his untimely death will come as a shock to all those who 
knew him. 

M i i j o r .Boliii S k e l l y , who died on 23rd December, 1962, 
aged 69. Late of The Lincolnshire Regiment, The West 
African Frontier Force, and the Nigerian Political Service; he 
finished his service in Royal Signals from 1940-1945. 

Major Skelly had a long association with Royal Signals, and 
his appointment included one at S.T.C., Prestatyn, and also 
East and West Riding District Signals. 

He has a son currently serving in the Corps—Major T . N. 
Skelly. Of particular interest is that the son was Brigade Signal 
Officer to the 8th Infantry Brigade in Egypt, an appointment 
his father held 31 years earlier, in 1917. 

Our deep sympathy goes to the next-of-kin. 

T O A L L R A N K S R O Y A L S I G N A L S , 
P A S T A N D PRESENT 

Your Regimental Headquarters which incorporates 
the Royal Signals Association and the Royal Signals 
Institution moved to: — 

Cheltenham Terrace, 
Chelsea, 

London, S.W.3. 
in mid-December, 1962. 

In spite of the dissimination of this information 
through official and other channels, units and in-
dividuals are still using old and out-of-date addresses 
and in some cases go even so far as to invent an 
address, e.g. 

R.H.Q. Royal Signals, 
c/o School of Signals, 

Catterick Camp. 
Please make a note of the correct address and add 

the following telephone numbers: — 
Regimental Secretary : SLO 3477 Extn. 140 
Royal Signals Association: SLO 3477 Extn. 143 
Royal Signals Institution : S L O 3477 Extn. 141 

Swords 
Swords are still required for ceremonial parades, but they 

are not yet an obligatory item for all officers on first com-
mission. A pool of swords, provided originally by retired 
officers, is therefore being maintained at Catterick, and it is 
hoped to provide more swords at other centres, for loan when 
required. Offers from retired officers to lend or present their 
swords for this purpose would be much appreciated. 

Any officers wishing to assist, should, in the first place, 
communicate with Commander, Training Brigade Royal Signals, 
Catterick Camp, Yorkshire, who wiU make the necessary 
arrangements with the donor concerning despatch and reception. 

London Gazette 
Extracts jrom those received between nth and 2Sth December, 1962. 

R E G U L A R A R M Y 
Major-General E. S. Cole, C.B., C.B.E., appointed Colonel Commandant 

Koyai Corps ot Signals, 22nd December, 1902, in succession to Major-
General M . S. Wheatley, C.B., C.B.E., M.I.E.E., tenure expired. 

Lieuienant-Coionel J. W . Elston retires, 19th December, 19&2. 
Lieutenant-Colonel P. E. S. Mansbergh, O.B.E., to be Colonel, Ist 

November, 1962. 
Lieutenant-Colonel (T£c. Offr.) D . A . Pell retires, 31st December, 1962. 
Xhe undermentioned Captams to be Majors, i6 th Dcember, 1962: 

K . W . E . Ferguson, B.Sc . M . C . DeveriU 
J. R . Gibson W . B . Foote 
N . A . Butler T . I. M c L . Robinson 
G . W . Gittins J. T . Treglown 
C . R . A . Sumner J. K . Heyes 
F . St. C . Robinson M . U . Ryan 

Captain ( Q . M . ) W . A . Rowbory to be Major (Q.M.) , ibth December, 1962. 
'i he undermentioned Lieutenants to be Cap ta in s , 21st December, 1962; 

R . O . B. Stibbon H . M . Calder 
E . Pickup B. C . Carpenter 
R . A . F . Reynolds J. W . OUver 
M . E . Bradbury G . C . Verdon 
D . W . Stubbs G . H . Morgan 
I. O. J. SprackUng J. M . Hincks 

Captain ( T . O . T . ) J. Bewley to be Major ( T . O . T . ) 29th December, 1962. 
Lieutenant ( T . O . T . ) G . E . Finder to be Captain ( T . O . T . ) 28th December, 

1962. 
T h e undermentioned Officer Cadet from Mons O . C . S . to be Second-

Lieutenant, 3rd November, 1962: 
M . J. Cartwright. 

S H O R T S E R V I C E C O M M I S S I O N S 
Lieutenant (Q.M.) D . V . Harding to be Captain (Q.M.) 3rd August , 1962. 
Major (Q.M.) E . Launders relinquishes his commission, 28th December, 

1962, and is granted hon. ranJt of Major (Q.M.) 

N A T I O N A L S E R V I C E L I S T 

Lieutenant J. R . Jacobi from A . E . R . O . N . S . List to be Lieutenant, 3rd 
September, 1962. 

R E G U L A R A R M Y R E S E R V E O F O F F I C E R S 
Lieutenant-Colonel R . W . Atkinson, O.B.E., ceases to belong to Reserve 

of Officers, 20th December, 1962. 
Major H . F . M . T h o m e , E.R.D., f rom A . E . R . O . to be M a j o r , 14th 

November, 1962. 
Major H . W . Scott, E.R.D., f rom A . E . R . O . , to be Major , 19th November, 

1962. 
Major J. D . Davy from A . E . R . O . to be Major , 19th November, 

1962. 
Major C . J. Gill relinquishes his commission, 24th November, 1962, 
and is granted hon. rank of Lieutenant-Colonel. 
Lieutenant P. A . Langmaid from A . E . R . O . N . S . List to be Lieutenant, 

13th December, 1962. 
Lieutenant A . S. Reynolds from T . A . N . S . List to be Lieutenant, 13th 

December, 1962. 
Lieutenant B. G . H . Thwaite relinquishes his commission, 19th November, 

1962. 
Lieutenant W . I . R . Alderson from A . E . R . O . N . S . List to be Lieutenant, 

27th December, 1962. 
Lieutenant P. N . Mathews from T . A . N . S . List to be Lieutenant, 27th 

December, 1962. 
Captain G . A . R. Teesdale, f rom A . E . R . O . to be Captain, i s t January, 

1963. 
A R M Y E M E R G E N C Y R E S E R V E O F O F F I C E R S 

Major ( T . O . T . ) W . R . Wattle, E.R.D., retired, 15th December, 1962. 
Lieutenant J. M . Thompson from T . A . to be Lieutenant, 16th November, 

1962. 
Lieutenant R. W . M c L e i s h to be Captain, 9th September, 1962. 
Lieutenant P. Sproxton to be Captain, 12th October, 1962. 

Continued on page 46 
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T E R R I T O R I A L ARMY 
Major E. Roberts^ from A,B.R.OM reverts to Captain at his own request, 

26tli October, 1 ^ 2 . 
Captain K . R. Gill to be Major, 14th December, 1962. 
Captain E. B. Horton, E.R.D., retires, 15th December, 1962. 
Lieutenant C. J. A. Robinson to be Captain, n t h October, 1962. 
Lieutenant D. S. Neill to be Captain, 13th November, 1962. 
Lieutenant A. H. Sowerby to be Captain, 24th September, 1962. 

T E R R I T O R I A L A R M Y R E S E R V E OF O F F I C E R S 
Major C. H. Hillier, T.D., from Active List to be Major, 17th October, 

1962. 
Captain A. C. Dix, T.D., from Active List to be Captain, 17th October, 

1962. 
Lieutenant J. N. Shear from Active List to be Lieutenant, 13th 

November, 1962. 

JUovements—Ottieers 
UP TO 15th 

T/Lieutenant-Colonel F . G. Barnes ... 
Major R. C. Bryson 
Major C. J. Curl 
Lieutenant E. Hampson 
Captain D . A. C. Ranger 
Major F. B. Paul 
Major A . W. Millo 
Lieutenant M . A. Orwin 
Lieutenant D . J. Jolly 
T/Colonel R. E. Stoney, M.B.E. ... 

Second-Lieutenant D. B. S. Yates ... 
Lieutenant J. M . Gray 
Lieutenant W. P. B. Thomas 
Major S. D. Allaway, M.M 
Lieutenant B. F. Kavanagh 
Major I. M . Rose 
Lieutenant E. G. Williams 
Captain R. F. Brown 
Major D. V. Williams 

Major D . M . Humphries 
Captain J. A. E. Hasell 
Captain J. O. C. Alexander 
Capuin D. S. Hopkins, M.B.B. 
Captain M . W. Ryan 
Captain (Q.M.) K . O. Knight 
Captain (Q.M.) J. C. Gosling 
Lieut.-Colonel (T.O.T.) E. G . Brice 
Major (T.O.T.) A . Juniper 
Major . M . Westwood 
Major . C. Lucas 
Major R. C . Bryson 
Major J. A. J. Massey 
Major J. McLean 
Major N. R. F. MacKinnon 
Major F. B. Saul 
Major J. Cox 
Major G. A. S. Exell 
Major F. St. C. Robinson 
Captain A . D. Lewis 
Captain A . Coates 
Captain W . L . Wood 
Captain F . W. Edwards 
Captain B. O. Haw 
Captain D . A. Davies 
Captain P. J. Hartshorn 
Captain J. U . LiddeU 
Captain C . M . Senior 
Captain J. H. Wheeler 
Lieutenant J. G. M. McLuckie 
Lieutenant M . J. McCann 
Lieutenant G. T . Mills 
Lieutenant M. J. A. Felton 

. H. May 
M. Stamp 

FEBRUARY 
T o n t h Regiment (H.S.) 

n t h Regiment (H.S.) 
H.Q., Southern Command 
19th Regiment 
A . G . I I 
W.O. (Signals 2 (c) ) 
n t h Reganent (H.S.) 
28th Regiment 
n t h Regiment (H.S.). 
n t h Regiment (H.S.) (for retire-

ment). 
216 Squadron (Para.) 
n t h Signal Regiment (Cadre) 
213 Squadron (Inf. Bde. Gp.) 
H.Q., C O M C A N 
I St Regiment 
I St Regiment 
19th Regiment 

Lieutenant J. 
Lieutenant P. 

Lieutenant R. Dorrell 
Lieutenant D. J. Jolly 
Lieutenant E. Hampson 
Second-Lieutenant D. W. Cook 
Second-Lieutenant J. H. Lowe 
Second-Lieutenant I. S. Durrell 
Second-Lieutenant J. J. Ventham ... 
Second-Lieutenant W. Roper 
Second-Lieutenant A. B. Grant 
Second-Lieutenant A. M. Elliott ... 
Second-Lieutenant S. R. Carr-Smith 
Second-Lieutenant R. W. Stark 
Second-Lieutenant K . G. Turner ... 
Second-Lieutenant B. Robinson 
Second-Lieutenant B. L . Bye ... 
Second-Lieutenant J. F. Storr 
Second-Lieutenant G. C . Saunders ... 
^cond-Lieutenant R. A . Knox-

Johnston 
Second-Lieutenant G. W. Howard ... 
Second-Lieutenant A . R. Bailey 
Second-Lieutenant J. M. D . Hunter 
Second-Lieutenant D. M. Aird 
Second-Lieutenant M. L . P. Brock ... 
Second-Lieutenant A. F, Browne ... 
Second-Lieutenant P. E. A. Chaddock 
Second-Lieutenant W. B. Cowan ... 
Second-Lieutenant I. C. Double 
Second-Lieutenant R. E. S. Drew ... 
Second-Lieutenant J. A. F. Juniper 
Second-Lieutenant D. Strong 
Second-Lieutenant M. P. Walker ... 

n t h Regiment (H.S.) 
• - • (H.S.) E.S.C. n t h Regiment (H.I 

terminates 
238 Squadron (W.O.) 
Outward Bound School, Towyn. 
R.M.A.S. 
R.M.A.S. 
R.M.A.S. 
14th Regiment 
19th Regiment 
628 Troop (Works) 
n t h Regiment (H.S.) to retire. 
School of Signals 
226 Squadron 
21st Regiment 
J.S.S.C. 
9th Regiment 
30th Regiment 
War Offfce 
49th Regiment (T.A.) 
Ministry of Aviation 
16th Regiment 
H.Q., Middle East Command 
44 (H.C.) Regiment (T.A.) 
R.M.C.S. (Course) 
Staff College (Course) 
4th Regiment 
Staff College (Course) 
I St R e g ^ e n t 
22nd Regiment 
18th Regiment 
28th Regiment 
210 Squadron 
249 Squadron 
School of Signals (Course) 
252 Squadron 
7th Regiment 
Army of Rhodesia and Nyasa-

land 
School of Signals (Course) 
17th (Gurkha)Regiment 
19th Regtoent 
ist Regiment 
I St Regiment 
ist Re^ment 
2nd Regiment 
2nd Regiment 
2nd Regiment 
2nd Regiment 
4th Regiment 
4th Regiment 
17th (Gurkha) Regiment 
4th Regiment 
7th Regiment 
7th Regiment 
7th Regiment 

7th Regiment 
22nd Regiment 
22nd R e g ^ e n t 
ist Regiment 
School of Signals 
School of Signals 
School of Signals 
School of Signals 
School of Signals 
School of Signals 
School of Signals 
School of Signals 
School of Signals 
School of Signals 

Captain (Q.M.) H. Newsham 
Lieutenant (Q.M.) J. C . Gosling ... 
Major (Q.M.) R. L . J. Shove 
Lieutenant (T.O.T.) H. Stevenson ... 
Lieutenant (T.O.T.) P. J. Mitchell 
Lieutenant (Q.M.) A . Page 
Captain (T.O.T.) K . Pattison 
Lieutenant (Tfc. Offr.) A . C . Ilett ... 

21 St Regiment 
19th Regiment 
Training Centre, F A R E L F 
2nd Regiment 
253 Squadron (Belated entry) 
18th Regiment 
13th Regiment 
28th Regiment 

Movements—Warrant OtReerg and Sergeants 
W.O.I G. Chapman T o n t h Regiment 
W.O.II G. W. Giles „ 17th Gurkha Regiment 
W.O.II V. H. Stephens H.Q., A.E.R., Royal Signals 
W.O.II B. T . Lord „ n t h Regiment 
W.O.II R. G. Wood 2nd Regiment 
W.O.II V. F . M . Thom „ 612 Troop 
W.O.II D. A . Jones 234 Squadron 
W.O.II F. Kirk „ 3rd Regiment 
W.O.II J. Taylor „ s is t Regunent (T.A.) 
W.O.II W. S. Stewart „ 42nd Regiment (T.A.) 
Staff Sergeant N. S. Shilson ... 
Staff Sergeant C. A . Turner ... 
Staff Sergeant G. R. Craddock 
Staff Sergeant A. Warren 
Staff Sergeant R. Elliott 
Staff Sergeant T . Lockley 
Staff Sergeant F . T . Rawlings 
Staff Sergeant E. W . Osborne 
Staff Sergeant C. J. Courtenay 
Staff Sergeant S. N. Avery ... 
Staff Sergeant G . G . Barnes . . . 
Staff Sergeant D . Ross 
Staff Sergeant F . M . Orr 
A/Staff Sergeant G. A . Howie 
Sergeant M. J. Bentley 
Sergeant J. P. O. Winning ... 
Sergeant J. K . Angus 
Sergeant R. B. Coleman 
Sergeant A, J. Horton 
Sergeant B. D. Nicholls 
Sergeant R. Bowes 
Sergeant G . A. Howie 
Sergeant T . Stockdale 
Sergeant B. E. Shaw 
Sergeant H. Jennings 
Sergeant M . I. Featherstone ... 
Sergeant A. S. Butterton 
Sergeant R. W . Webster 
Sergeant A. Smith 
Sergeant M . J. Onue 
Sergeant W. Wood 
Sergeant H. Simister 
Sergeant J. T . Phin 

„ A.A.S. , Harrogate 
„ xst R e g ^ e n t 
„ 43rd Regiment (T.A.) 
„ 249 Squadron 
„ School of Signals 
„ 226 Squadron 
„ 254 Squadron 
„ 240 Squadron 
,, 237 Squadron 
„ 236 Squadron 
„ I Squadron, 14th Regiment 
„ ist Regiment 
„ A.A.S. , Harrogate 
,, 16th Regiment 
„ 259 Squadron 
„ 259 Squadron 
„ 4th Regiment 
„ 8th Regiment 
„ S .T.C. , (Far East) 
„ 57th Regiment (T.A.) 
„ 216 Squadron 
„ i6th Regiment 
„ U . K . Garrison Signal Troop 
„ 28th Regment 
„ Mons O.C.S. 
„ 9th Regiment 
„ 9th Regiment 
„ n t h Regiment 
„ 226 Squadron 
„ Army Air Corps Centre 
„ 28th Regiment 
„ 22nd R e g ^ e n t 
„ 21 St Regiment 

married to Miss 
Northern Ireland, on 

Marriages 
All of 16th Regiment 

BROWNLEA—EDGAR.—Signalman K . Brownlea, 
Elizabeth Edgar, at Wilmore, Co. Armagh, 
20th October, 1962. 

T A Y L O R — V E R E L S T . — S i g n a l m a n R. E. Taylor, married to Miss Agnes 
Verelst, at Grobbendonk, Belgium, on 8th December, 1962. 

MARWOOD—BECKERS.—Signahnan G . Marwood, married to Miss 
Waltraud Beckers, at Krefeld, on 28th December, 1962. 

60s Troop 
V I C K E R S — H O W E S . - ^ i g n a h n a n A . S. Vickers, on 17th November, 1962, 

to Miss Norma Ann Howes, at Lewisham Registry Office, Lewisham. 

Births ^ 
All of zist Regiment 

LICENCE.—Sergeant and Mrs. G. P. S. License, a son. 
M c G R E G O R Sergeant and Mrs. R. A . McGregor, a son. 
McDIARMID.—Corporal and Mrs. A . M . M . McDiarmid, a son. 
HILL.—Lance-Corporal and Mrs. A. N. Hill, a son. 
GATEHOUSE.—Lance-Corporal and Mrs. B. H. Gatehouse, a son. 
WHITE.—Signahnan and Mrs. K . E. White, a son. 
BOWERS.—Staff Sergeant and IVlrs. I. Bowers, a daughter. 
BAYNES.—Corporal and Mrs. I. M . Baynes, a daughter. 
RACKMAN.—Corpora l and Mrs. E. Rackman, a daughter. 
JOHNSON.—Corporal and Mrs. R. Johnson, a daughter. 
LILLY.—Lance-Corporal and Mrs. P. M . Lilly, a daughter. 
WILSON.—Signalman and Mrs. D . J. Wilson, a daughter. 

605 Troop 
C O U L E S . — T o Lance-Corporal and Mrs. R. Coules, on loth January, 

1963, a son. 
259 Squadron 

H A W E S . — T o Signalman and Mrs. L . J. Hawes on the 26th December, 
bom at the R.A.F. Hospital, Akrotiri, a son, Stephen John. 

Welfare at Association Headquarters, Cheltenham 
Terrace, London, S.W.i, have a constant need for 
clothing of all sorts. Please send unwanted clothes. 
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Itvaihn 
N I K i n n N . - - M a j o r A . C . Sugden, O.B.E., Signal Security Section, H . Q . , 

A . I ' . N . n . , Kolsas, Oslo, Norway, died suddenly on 7th January. 

M A K U I S O N . — E x - C . Q . M . S . G . S. Harrison died on 17th November, 
He was a member (annual) of Manchester Branch of the 

AnROclution since 1945. 

( ; ( ) M H R I ' O R D . — A / L a n c e - C o r p o r a l J. A . Comerford, died in B . A . O . R . , 
71I1 January. H e was a RegiJar and unmarried. 

n i d i , C"K)rporal R . W . P. G e e , Queen's Royal Irish Hussars Signal 
rriHip, attached H.Q. , 99 Gurkha Infantry Brigade, B n m e i , died as 

II rcRiiIt of injuries received in traffic accident on ist January. He had 
•prvpil In Royal Signals since 1956, and was a L i f e M e m b e r of the 
Aauwlntlon. 

( l U A V U I . Y . — C o l o n e l T . B. Gravely died on 9th January, 1963, at the 
Htin of 69 at his home. ' Montrose. ' T h e Avenue, Camberley. He was 
niminlNiloncd in T h e Hampshire Regiment in 1915 and transferred to 
ilip Roynl Signals in 1923. H e leaves a widow and daughter to whom 
Ui'PBt iiympnthy is expressed. 

A T I ' M I I J , . — C o l o n e l A . J. M . Atthill , O.B.B., on 13th January, at R . N . 
Mmplliil. Plymouth. Served in Royal Signals 1929-1958. H e was an 
mmniil member of Royal Signals Association. 

W O d n n R I D G E . — L i e u t e n a n t - C o l o n e l R . C . Woodbridge, on 24th January, 
igft i , at his home. T h e Homestead, Kingsway, Gerrards Cross. Served 
UDVUI SlgnaJs 1918-1947. 

Promotions 
UP TO THE END OF DECEMBER, 1 9 6 2 

Nem 
Sen. No. 

ll«>Klmiiii<nl Duty Ros te r 

Old 
Sen. No. 

I'll W . O . I 14281004 A / W . O . I 
2571634 A / W . O . I 

I'll N Sill. 22515795 Sgt. 
19040137 A / S g t . 
22273918 Sgt. 
22305974 Sgt. 

Lafferty, P . W . H . 1100 
Gerrard, J. J. 1110 
MulUn, M . 7100 
Burnett, R . D . J. 7110 
L o n g , J. W . 
Spooner, L . L , 

7120 
7130 

1680 
1860 

540 (Fd.) 
510 (Fd.J 

4050 (Fd.) 
4100 (Op.) 

roroiniin of Signals Ros te r 
I'll W . O . I I 22539265 S Sgt. Green, J. F . 1125 1220 

4 lilof C le rks Ros te r 
I'll w . o . n 22242112 s s g t . 

22539465 S Sgt. 
2549669 S Sgt. 

Palmer, W . H . 
Bird. A . W . 
Beadle, K . 

645 
670 
680 

630 
700 
680 

Nliiiinl I 'entre Superv i sors Ros te r 
I'll W . O . I I 2549643 A / W . O . I I Esson, J. A . 1230 400 

'l'i*)<iiiila>iil Roste r 
III N »gl. 2549557 Sgt. 
I ll N||I. 22146137 Cpl . 

23220355 C p l . 
22274158 Cpl . 
23220374 C p l . 
23225020 Cpl . 

« t l i » l n l N t r n t i v e R o s t e r 

I'll NHI. 14190860 C p l . 

Buckland, A . G . M . 1180 
3180 

950 
Horton, A . J. 
L o w e , G . S. 
Hay, D . 
Foskett, K . E . R. 
Goodwin, D . G . 

3826 
3830 
3850 
3859 

Jones, D . J. S. 2S30 890 

D E L E T I O N S 
lieillineninl Ruty Ros te r 

560 W.O.I 
W . O . I I 554 
N .S||l. 5140 

2840 5920 

5140 

I 'oremnii of Signals Ros te r 
W . O . I I 850 S Sgt. 

Miiof «-|<irks Roster 
w o n 290 440 

Nl||uiil r e n i r e Superv i sors Ros te r 
w o n 910 

' l ' e « ' l i i i l < - f i l R o s t e r 

W.O.II 
IMI. 

140 
950 

A D J U S T M E N T O F S E N I O R I T Y 
I ' l e i i l l l o M i e r 

12265654 Sgt. Thomas, B. A . 2664 

Congratutations 
T o those whose names appeared in the N e w Year 's Honours L i s t : 

C .B.E.—Brigadier E . Anderson. 
O.B.E.—^Lieutenant-Colonel J. D . B . Thornton, M.B.E. 
M . B . E . — M a j o r G . L o u d o n ( T . A . ) 

Major J. C . Frame, W . R . A . C . (Signal Officer) 
B . E . M . — S e r g e a n t T . R . Mallabone 

siniiiMiiniiiiiininiimiiiiiniiiiiiiiiininiiiiniinimiiMiiiiniiHiiiiiiiiHiiiniiiiiiiiiiiiiniiiim^ 

j Forthcoming Events j 
17tii Meet ing of the R r a n c h Representat ives of 

the R o y a l Signals 
which will be combined with the 17th Special General Meet ing will 
be held at the Duke of York 's Barracks on Saturday, 20th Apri l , 1963. 

39th Meet ing of the Centra l Committee, R o y a l 
Signals Associat ion 

will be held on 30th M a y , 1963. 

The Corps W e e k e n d , Reun ion and l » t h Annua l 
Genera l Mee t ing of the Associat ion 

will be held on 30th June, 1963. 

R o y a l Signals Institution 
Finance Meet ing will be held on 8th March, 1963. 

R o y a l Signals Institution 
Council Meet ing will be held on 20th March, 1963. 

n S r d Corps Committee Meet ing and the Corps 
D inne r 

will be held on 29th M a y , 1963. 

The Corps G a r d e n P a r t y 
will be held at Hurlingham on 30th M a y , 1963. 

R o y a l Signals Institution I .ectures, 1963 
Tuesday, 2nd April , " T h e Reserve A r m y , " Colonel G . H . T . Shrimpton, 
C.B.E., T.D., 6 p.m., at North Hall, Training Brigade, Royal Signals, 
Catterick C a m p , Yorks. 

Tuesday, 24th September, " Joint Communications," Major-General A . M . 
W . Whistler, C.B.E., 6 p.m.. North Hall, Training Brigade, Royal Signals, 
Catterick C a m p , Yorks. 

Thursday, 26th September, ' T h e Royal Canadian Signals," M a j o r J. G . 
Berry. C.D., B.sc., Royal Canadian Signal Corps, 6 p.m., at the T . A . Centre, 
47th Regiment, T . A . , D u k e of York 's Headquarters, Chelsea, S.'W.3. 

Tuesday, 26th November, " Procurement of Signal Equipment ," Major-
General R . J. Moberly , C.B., O.B.E., 6 p.m., at North Hall, Training Brigade, 
Royal Signals, Catterick C a m p , Yorks. 

A Member may bring two guests to the above Lectures. 

Electr ica l Eng ineers Exhib i t ion 
T h e 1964 Electrical Engineers Exhibition will be held at Earl's Court from 
i8th-25th March, 1964. T h e opening times will be 10.00 a.m. to 7.C0 p.m. 
daily except Thursday, 19th March, when it will be extended to 9-00 p.m. 

R O Y A I . S I G N A L S R A N D ENGAGEMEIVTS 
Tour ing R a n d 

26th M a y - 8th Jtme 
16th June 
17th - 22nd June 
15 th - 27 th July 
2ist July 
28th July 
I2th-i8th August 
ist-7th September 
8th-2ist September 
29th September-6th October 

TVon-Touring R a n d 
14th Apri l 
12th June 
23rd June 

Eastbourne 
Regents Park, London 
St. James's Park, London 
Dunfermline 
Kirkcaldy 
Kirkcaldy 
E d i n b u r ^ 
Folkestone 
Eastbourne 
Eastbourne 

Scarborough 
Scarborough 
Morecambe 

3440 

R o y a l Signals Associat ion 
T h e Annual Dinner and Dance of the North London Branch will be held 
at the Cambridge, North Circular Road, Palmers Green, London, N . 1 3 , 
on Saturday, 6th Aoril . For tickets and information, apply to Hon. 
Branch Secretary, J. T . M u r p h y , i , Marlborough Close, Whetstone, London, 
N.20. 

(Continued Page 48) 
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Royal Signals Rugby Football Club Fixtures, 
2nd March 
20th March 

Oxford Greyhounds—Oxford 
Royal Military Academy, Sandhurst 

—Camberley 

Graduation List — December 1962 

Royal Signals Hoekny Club Fixtures, I»R.t 
Welbeck College—Welbeck 
Scarborough Hockey Festival—Scar-

borough 

Society Fixtures, I063 
R.M.C.S., Shrivenham, at Frilford 

Heath 
. York Golf Club, at York 

Spring Meeting at Pannal 
R.M.A., Sandhurst, at Camberley 

Heath 
R.E.. at Hankley Common 
R.A.S.C., at Fleet 
R.A., at Sunningdale 
R.A.P.C., at Hankley Common 
R.E.M.E., at East Berkshire 
R.A.O.C.. at Swinley Forest 
Staff College, at Camberley Heath 
Ironsides, at Hankley Common 
September Autumn Meeting at 

Hankley Common 

R.A.M.C., to be plaved on yth October—course yet unknown. 
Institute of British Radio Engineers—course and date unknown. 

Roval Signals .lissaeiatian Football Club Fixtures, 
I 0 6 3 

20th March .., 
I2th-I5th April 

Royal Signals (iolfing 
17th March 

24th April 
25th and 26th April 
29th May 

4th June 
19th June 
I rth July 
17th July 
iSth August 
29th August 
21 St September 
25th September 
26th and 27th September 

27th March R.E.M.E. — Catterick (rearranged 
fixture from 6th February). 

.IIJIVIOR I.FADBRS IIFGIMEIVT 

8th December, 1962, was a great day for the Junior Leaders 
Regiment. The Reviewing Officer for the Graduation Parade 
at Denbury was none other than Field-Marshal The Viscount 
Slim. K.G. 

Field-Marshal Slim has had his own Squadron at Denbury 
since February, 1960, and the present O.C. is Major J. K. 
Heves, Royal Signals, who has recently arrived from 9th 
Regiment. 

South Devon provided a truly Burmese monsoon for the 
occasion and the Field-Marshal was escorted on to the rain-
swept oarade ground by Major W. C. Rogers, M.B.E., M.C., 
R.A.E.C., in the abs-̂ nce of the Commanding Officer, 
Lieutenant-Colonel A Holifield, M.C., who was, to his great 
disaopointment, too ill to attend. 

The parade was commanded by Major M. D. Scott, Royal 
S i sa l s . The Regimental Corps of Drums, their ceremonial 
uniforms damp but undimmed, plaved during the inspection 
and march past, after which the Field-Marshal presented prizes 
and trophies, and addressed the boys before hundreds of 
watching parents. Prizes were awarded as follows: 
Commanding Officer's Trophy : J.-R.S.M. F. O. Wilson, of 

Slim Squadron. 
Cobb Memorial Trophy and Shield for the Champion Troop 

of the Regiment: Kukri Troop. 
ist Commonwealth Division Trophy—Adventure Training: 

Quadrant Troop. 
Gregory Pennant for the Best Patrol: Assaigai Patrol, White 

Spear Troop. 
Commandant Training Brigade Trophy: J.-S.S.M. A. L. 

Hawkins, Alexander Squadron. 
Junior Award : J.-Signalman D. Waterworth. 

In his address. Viscount Slim said that the boys should follow 
three main principles: " Pay up, own up and shut up." He 
said the boys had opportunities which many others would have 
liked. The Army had given them good schooling, healthy 
bodies and healthy minds and they had an obligation to both 
the country and the tax payers to repay that debt. 

It was very fitting that the Field-Marshal also presented 
autographed copies of his famous books to some of his boys 
of Slim Squadron. Of all the great Commanders of the last 
war none has written with greater clarity or wit. They will 
certainly be treasured possessions of the Graduates of Denbury 
who received them from the author himself on that grey West-
country morning. 

After dinner the previous evening in the Officers' Mess, 
Field-Marshal Slim had said that there was nothing nearer to 
an Old Soldier's heart than the efforts and aspirations of young 
soldiers. And on the morning of the December this was 
easy to perceive by everyone gathered on the Square in the 
heart of Denbury Camp. 

Name 
Training 
Regiment 

Pre-selected 
Trade Troop 

D . Waterworth 
R. D . Brunton 
R. H. Whitham 

24th 
24th 
24th 

Telegraph Op 
Radio Op 
Technician 

Quadrant 

J. W. H. Bowie 
V. J. Elgood 
R. G. Bennet 
R. Sheppard 
W. E. A. Hubbard 
P. J. Mills 

8th 
8th 

24th 
24th 
24th 
24 th 

Technician 
Lineman 
Telegraph Op 
Staff Op 
Comcen Op 
Comcen Op 

Francisca 

A. E. Richardson 
J. K . Lond 
R. C. W. Chisholm 
P. A. Good 
M. A. Mulland 
B. A. Vivian 
P. Walker 
B. Dulston 
M . J. Horrwll 
F. Orrell 

24th 
224 Sqn 

24th 
24th 
24th 
24th 
24th 
24th 
24th 
24th 

Telegraph Op 
Special Op 
Radio Op 
Radio Op 
Radio Op 
Radio Op 
Radio Op 
Comcen Op 
Comcen Op 
Comcen Op 

Iron 

R. A. Martin 
C. S. Warrwood 
R. J. Langley 
M. Campbell 
R. K . Lashley 
P. S. Strugnell 
G. H. Farr 

8th 
8th 
8th 

24th 
24th 
24th 
24th 

Lineman 
Lineman 
Lineman 
Telegraph Op 
Telegraph Op 
Telegraph Op 
Comcen Op 

Kukri 

A. J. McArthur 
A. Milne 

24th 
24th 

Telegraph Op 
Comcen Op 

White Spear 

A. P. Cook 
G. M. Dobson 
G. A. Lyon 
A. P. Salter 
W. N. Watson 
M. P. Robertson 
R. McQue 

24th 
24th 
24th 
24th 
24th 
24th 
24th 

Staff Op 
Radio Op 
Radio Op 
Radio Op 
Comcen Op 
Comcen Op 
Comcen Op 

Jerboa 

A. Wake 
T . A. Craft 
K . Shiell 
K . R. Prime 
D. B. Farquhar 
A. L. Hawkins 
J. C. Thomson 
M. J. Radford 

8th 
8th 
8th 
8th 

24th 
24th 

224 Sqn 
24th 

Technician 
Lineman 
Lineman 
Lineman 
Telegraph Op 
Telegraph Op 
Special Op 
Radio Op 

Romulus 

M. R. Vaughan 
T . Smith 
R. B. Wilson 
E. L. Ridge 
P. Westwell 
T . Bechett 

8th 
24th 
24th 

224 Sqn 
224 Sqn 

24th 

Lineman 
Telegraph Op 
Telegraph Op 
Special Op 
Special Op 
Staff Op 

Javelin 

D. B. Allison 
B. Berry 
J. R. Crossby 
J. D. Riches 
D . J. Douglas 
P. Prior 
D. M. Thomas 
K . J. Fowler 
A. R. Pretty 
A. Shells 
F. D. Wilson 

8th 
8th 
8th 
8th 

24th 
24th 

224 Sqn 
24th 
24th 
24th 
24th 

Technician 
Lineman 
Lineman 
Lineman 
Telegraph Op 
Telegraph Op 
Special Op 
Comcen Op 
Comcen Op 
Comcen Op 
Comcen Op 

Kohima 

R. Jackson 
H. A. M. Waugh 
F. A. Gibson 
C. M. Jones 
S. Barnett 
C. A. Smith 
L. J. Stephens 

8th 
8th 

24th 
224 Sqn 

24th 
24th 
24th 

Technician 
Lineman 
Telegraph Op 
Special Op 
Radio Op 
Radio Op 
Crmcen Op 

White Swan 

The Festive Season—Deiibury Pantomime 
A display of talent in an end of term show, a bright sugges-

tion that we utilize it by putting on a pantomime for the next 
entertainment, and " Babies in the Moor " were bom! 

As simple as that! At least that was how it all began. The 
mere fact that a script had to be written seemed a minor 
point at that stage, but a good many ^ e y hairs later the writers 
were prepared to admit that producing a script was no easy 
matter. Somehow it developed, and to join the good and bad 
fairies came more and more pantomime charactersj Jack and 
his Beanstalk, Widow Twankey, DoUy and Dame of Dart-
moor, the Ugly Duckling, Ali Baba and his Forty Thieves. 

Two Junior Leaders get lost on Dartmoor, and in a dream 
a good fairy appears indicating that if they perform certain 
tasks on the way they will eventually find a lost Tor on which 
stands a castle. However, their way is fraught with difficulties 
and they are harassed by an evil goblin, a dragon and a giant. 
But, as in all pantomimes, this one too had a happy ending. 

Captain Joyner as Yeti, the Hairy Fairy, who, incidentally. 
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GOOD OLD 

Johnnie Walker 
THE SCOTCH OF SCOTCH 

Johnnie Walker is the Scotch of Scotch. You'll find it 

everywhere, in the friendly square bottle, smooth, 

mellow, great-hearted. Enjoy it everywhere, at home 

or away — Good old Joliimie Walker. 

BORN 1820—still going strong 

W i t f l 
Stand easy 

T H E W O R L D t e B N E S T 
S A L T E D N U J B 

Just the job for an off duty moment or a quiet 
evening at home. You' l l find Sun-Pat 
Salted Nuts, packed in hermetically sealed tins, 
slay ready fresh all the time. T h e y ' r e tasty 
and satisfying. 

Obtainable from your NAAF! in 1 ib., 8 oz., and 4 oz. 
flavour sealed tins, also 4 oz. and 1 oz. airtight packs. 
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)'»! J I'lliil.din Groat B/itain SUPPLEMENT No. 2-PAGE ONE 



THE A S S O C I A T I O N OF SERVICE NEWSPAPERS ADVERTISEMENT PAGES, 
6 7 / 6 8 JERMYN STREET, ST. JAMES'S, S . W . I . TEL. W H I T E H A L L 2504 

Silver. by GARRARD 
BY APPOINTMENT 

TO HER MAJESTY THE QUEEN 
GOLDSMITHS & CROWN JEWELLERS 
GARRARD & CO. LTD., LONDON 

T h e military department specialises in making presenta-

tion plate, mess plate, cups and other trophies : these may-

be to your own design, from a picture or'sketch, or we can 

produce designs to suit your requirements. 

G A R R A R D The Crown Jewellers 

1 1 2 R E G E N T S T R E E T W l • R E G E N T 7 0 2 0 
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I. Presenting Commanding Officers Award to 
J/R.S.M. Wi lson 

1. Major Jackson, 2 Signal Regiment, presenting a 
Pipe Banner to the Regiment on 17 November 1962 

I. Thr Inspection of Alexander Squadron 

4. The Inspection of the Band 

5. Inipecting the Pipers 
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Junior Leaders Regiment — Denbury Pantomime 

was a " goodie," gave a tremendous performance, and never 
failed to bring the house down at his first appearance, his 
6ft. 3in. frame adorned in frilly ballet skirt and snow boots. 

Captain Weiner as Dolly, and Alan Cooksley as Widow 
Twankey, although not quite in the running for " Miss World," 
nevertheless gained a few wolf whistles from enthusiastic mem-
bers of the audience. Staff Sergeant Aven needed surprisingly 
little make-up as the evil " Bog Waller," the demon of the moor 
who terrorised all those of faint heart. T h e two babes were 
admirably played by Junior Signalmen P. Farrell and R. 
Lashley—^Producers please note! King Skoolie was portrayed 
in best Far East fashion by Major W. C. Rogers, R.A.E.C. 

T h e rest of the cast was made up of Junior Leaders and girls 
from the Camp Social Club. T h e pantomime was written and 
produced by Mike Grant and Alan Cooksley, who really 
could not have managed without the enormous help and advice 
given by Captain J. Swindells, Lieutenant P. Hodges, John 
Griffiths, Miss Pamela de Waal, Mrs. Carl Rogers, Mrs. 
Bennett, Peter Tysoe, who directed the painting and making 
of the sets, and Lieutenant C. Pearce. 

1st I I E G I M E N T 

Every Regiment has much to write about after Christmas. 
We are no exception. T o lighten our contribution we mention 
but three of our activities which brought 1962 to a dose. 

A Gala Tombola Night was held in aid of S S A F A funds. 
Organised by Major P. H. Palmer and aimed at making a profit 
by every legal means, the evening included a draw, fish and 
chips and hamburger stalls, several auctions and, of course, 
tombola. The result was a sum of £100/4/2 for a very worthy 
cause. 

A Regimental concert combined with the annual all ranks' 
Christmas draw took place in the Regimental restaurant on the 
2ot!h December. T h e audience of about 400, including families, 
were seated at tables in the form of an old-time music hall 
and were entertained for three hours by a succession of variety 
a a s ranging from slap-stick to pure drama. Between acts the 
draw took place and a large number of prizes were distributed. 

T h e concert was produced by our Q.M., Major W. J. 
Howard, ably assisted by Sergeant Cosser, who proved an 
excellent and witty compere. 

Prizes were given for the three best acts judged on audience 
reaction as shown on a meter. 

T h e opening chorus—a bevy of beauties from the Warrant 
Officers' and Sergeants' Mess, set the tone for the evening t 
and the following acts, all of wfcich were of a high standard, 
proved without doubt that there is no lack of talent, even in 
this age of T V and push-button entertainment. 

Signalman Lockin^on and his Four Fijians, attired in their 
very aifitractive native costumes complete wiiith garlands, 
ddigihted the audience with several haunting Fijian songs and 
were adjudged tihe winners of the contest. It is only right 
and proper, however, to record that our popular Padre, the 
Rev. R. H. Cribb, C.F., gave an unrehearsed " Reading of the 
Lesson," which brought laughter and thunderous applause from 

all present, and equalled the score on the meter of the Fijians. 
He very gradously declined to take part in the competition 
and second place was attained by Lance-Corporal Shaw's trio, 
consisting of pianist, drummer and Lance-Coiporal Shaw him-
self as vocalist and guitarist. T h e third prize went to a 
" Twisting Quartet," who showed what " T w i s t i n g " really 
means. 

Honourable mention must be made of the repertory sections 
of both I and 2 Squadrons for two amusing sketches, some 
delightful Scottish ballads sung unaccompanied by Signalman 
MacRae, and the Officers' Mess Glee Club, under the Com-
manding Officer's control, which rendered the Twelve Days of 
Christmas in their own version. " R e n d e r e d " in this case 
meaning " torn apart." 

T h e evening ended on a festive note with the whole cast 
and audience, led by an excellent choir conducted by Captain 
E. J. Larner, our T . O . T . , singing Christmas carols. 

n.ird I>anz«r I lattalioii . Shortly before Christmas the 
Commanding-Officer received a letter from O.C., 2 Company, 
33rd Panzer Battalion of the West German Bundeswehr, in 
which the Company Commander, Hauptmann Nitsche, stated 
his Company had been so hospitably treated while at Castle-
martin during training last summer, that he would like to offer 
some return hospitality to the British Army in Germany. 
Accordingly, he invited a party of ten all ranks to join his 
Company at their Christmas dinner on 20th December, 1962, 
in their new barracks at Barme, a few miles south of Verden. 

T h e I St Regiment contingent, led by Major B. C. Skelly, 
was collected in a German 'bus and arrived at Barme shortly 
after 7.00 p.m. After being welcomed by Hauptmann Nitsche, 
the visitors were seated among their German hosts at decorated 
tables. T h e lights were turned out and white candles lit on 
the tables and on a Christmas tree. There followed then a most 
impressive service of Lessons and Carols lasting for three-
quarters-of-an-hour. The atmosphere was one of intense 
religious feeling, enhanced by the beautiful solo and carol 
singing. After the service a fine meal was served, accompanied 
by beer. 

Once the meal was over, the whole party moved to another 
room and again sat at a table where each place was laid with 
presentation cartons of traditional German biscuits. Father 
Christmas, in full regalia, appeared with his attendant dwarf 
carrying a sack of presents which were distributed amidst 
jocular banter. Each of the British visitors vras presented with 
a lapel pin bearing the insignia of the ist Panzer Division, the 
Horse of Hanover. 

More food and beer were served and the party ended in the 
small hours in a cloud of schnapps! 

On Christmas Day a group of six German soldiers from the 
Company joined us for the traditional British Christmas dinner, 
and future plans are for the liaison between the two units to 
continue. 

Christmas and the Sergeants ' Mess . Phew ! ! ! 
Thank goodness it's over. This appears to be the general 
opinion of all members after a very enjoyable but hectic 
Christmas. Almost before the festive season was upon us some 
members were hard at it helping out in a very substantial way 
in the running of a tombola evening in aid of S S A F A , and a 
few n i ^ t s later at the Regiment's Christmas concert and draw, 
organising the draw, running die bars and even performing. 
T h e dance a a , comprising the Misses Johnston, Storie, Hunter, 
Teehan and Coxon, nearly brought the house down, but this 
was due to the weight of their fairy feet rather than applause 
for their Fred Astaire-type efforts. Staff Sergeant Teehan 
reciting a poem of his own writing was very good; he looked 
quite natural in his convict suit, too. S.S.M. Hunter, doing 
his strip-tease act, was so convincing that many wondered how 
Hollywood had missed him when casting the lead part in 
Gypsy Rose Lee's life story. Altogether a very enjoyable 
evening. 

In the Mess itself the festive season opened with a dinner 
and dance which put everyone right in the mood for Christmas; 
this was followed a weelc later by the Mess Christmas draw 
and dance. T o look at the array of prizes set out on stage was 
like looking into a treasure cave, the quantity and the quality 
was terrific. 

All this entertainment was punctuated on the " f r e e " 
evenings by a succession of Troop patties and the R.S.M., who 
attended all of them, must have prayed for a " night o f f " to 
catch up on his rest. Despite the demands made on members, 
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tst Signal Regiment Entertained by 33 Panzer Battalion of the Bundeswehr 

> - . s 

Lance-Corporals Evans and Jones wi th their German Hosts 

15 remained fit, at least fit enough to turn out against an 
Officers' X V on Christmas morning for a comic football match. 
T h e standard of football was slightly exceeded by the eagerness 
of the contestants and the match was " f o u g h t " to a draw. 
However, the referee awarded points to the Sergeants' Mess; 
he had to, he lives there! 

T h e final event was a N e w Year dance and a very merry 
crowd assembled to enjoy it. T h e N e w Year was brought in 
traditionally and with the arrival of the officers and their ladies 
just after midnight, the festivity continued weU into the N e w 
Year. T h e evening was a fitting close to an enjoyable festive 
season, but Phew 1 ! ! Thank goodness it's over. 

W.O.II Pearsall, Sergeant Orton, Lance-Corporals Jones and Evans 
and Signalman Lewis wi th soldiers of 33 Panzer Battalion 

Lockington and his Fijians Father Christmas at 33 Panzer Battalion, w i th his assistant dwarf 

i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i imii i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i imii i iMii 

The following goods are available from Association Headquarters : 

ivy 
Woollen 
Terylene 

Corps Scarves—Woollen 
Rayon Squares 

Cravats—Terylene 
Corps Cuff Links 
Association Buttonhole Badges or Brooches 
Blazer Badges 
Crested Ash Trays 

7 / 6 
8/6 

I I / -
2 1 / -
2 1 / -
2 1 / -
8/6 

Members only 

4 5 / -
4 / 6 

Blazer Buttons—Large (each) 2/3 
Small (each) 1/8 

Motor Car Badges (enamelled in Corps 
Colours 

in Corps 
3 5 / -

Motor Cycle Badges (enamelled in Corps 
Colours) 

in Corps 
20/-

Corps Plaques 29/6 Plus postage 
Corps Diaries (available each year between November and 

February. Apply to Headquarters for Order Form). 

Please Send Cash With Order for all the above articles. 

iHiiiiiminiiimimiiiiiniiiiiiimiiiiiMuiiminiiniiMiiiiiiiiMiiiiiiiiiiHiiiiiiimiiiiinmiiiiiMinmmiimH 
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4th REGI3iEXT 
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4th REGIMENT 

The recurrent Regimental problem of who shall write THE 
WIRE notes will be familiar to most readers. There is no simple 
solution. Soldiers are either those who can be relied upon to 
produce copy on time, but are not the most gifted journalists, 
or they are those who can write, but wait for their muses to 
move them—which happens more often next month than this. 
It has long appeared that a new approach was needed, and 
a possible solution occurred to me during our Service of 
Lessons and Carols, before Christmas. It we could have Lessons 
read by all ranks from Signalman to C.O., we could arrange our 
contributions to THE WIRE on the same system—only I thought 
we had better do it in the reverse order. So that is what 4th 
Regiment will be doing for the next twelve months. As C.O., 
I open, and we shall shortly produce a batting order which will 
give some luckless Signalman eleven months' notice of his task 
— ând his friends and enemies ample time to place firm orders 
for their copies of THE WIRE ! 

The trouble with a C.O. writing THE WIRE notes is that he 
is invariably tempted to produce a sort of Chairman's report 
on the year's training. I will refrain from doing that, except 
to mention that in addition to our normal affairs, we have been 
busy for the last twelve months preparing for a trial which 
may well affect the future of the Royal Corps of Signals as a 
whole. In a nutshell, it concerns the fact that, since the operating 
terminals of much Signal equipment to be introduced in the 
next ten years will move right into the headquarters offices 
(and vehicles) in the Field Army, we, as a Corps, have to move 
in with it. This, in turn, means that our operators must leam 
to function also as clerks, even as personal assistants to Staff 
Officers; that we shall have a close interest in the organisation 
and administration of field headquarters; that, in short, we 
probably should take over responsibility for the whole thing. 
This will be doiible-dutch to many of our younger members, 
but those who have served in Divisional Regiments or Brigade 
Squadrons will no doubt be with me. It means reorganising 
ourselves at these levels so that all the other arm and service 
personnel (Armoured, Infantry, R.A.S.C., R.E.M.E., etc.) who 
have until now existed as H.Q. Companies or Squadrons. This 
is precisely what we have been planning and are now putting 
into effect. Whatever may be the official verdict on our 
activities during 1963, one result is certain—some new names 
and unusual cap badges will figure in reports emanating from 
4th Regiment. Equally positive is the fact that, whoever 
writes these WIRE notes in the coming months, it will NOT be 
any member of the Regimental administrative staff. They will 
be coping with gargantuan tasks. 

Turning to brighter matters, at the time of writing, we are 
all suffering from the annual " Monday morning" feeling 
which occurs when Christmas and New Year festivities are but 
recently concluded. We had a full programme in which the 
highlights were undoubtedly the Wives' Club party, the all 
ranks' dance and carol singing. The wives, as is their habit 
here, invited their husbands to their party—and we had a 
splendid evening. The all ranks' dance, marked by a particu-
larly successful transformation of the gymnasium into a night 
club (engineered by 2 Squadron and S.S.M. W. M. Miller), 
was also most successful. The Band of The Cameronians could 
not have been better, the G.O.C. and C.R.A., who both 
attended, said that they had never enjoyed such an occasion 
more, and the whole evening was notable for the large number 
of smart suits and the total absence of drunken bums. Carol 
singing, by a Regimental party consisting of children, wives, 
N.C.O.s and officers, reveals the value of rehearsal and stamina. 
The choristers achieved quite a high standard, musically, and 
continued to sing well, for nearly three hours, in 33° of 
frost—heaven knows what it cost the A A.&Q.M.G. in toddy 
when we paused outside his house. 

These were our highlights. One cannot, however, dismiss 
the Christmas season without mentioning the cooks. Perhaps 
only those of us with twenty or more years of service realise to 
the full how much we owe to the A.C.C.—both to its modern 
competence and to the unselfish devotion of the cooks to their 
job. In the old days a Regiment would have to pay a con-
tractor a large sum to achieve one of the six. superb buffets 
which our cooks produced over the holidays. This was in 
addition to the other meals and was done very largely in their 
own time. Not satisfied with this, however, they went off and 
bought, and cooked, a Christmas dinner for the inmates of a 
local old people's home—a picture of which appears elsewhere. 
To Sergeant Morrison—and particularly to Corporals Blackburn 
and Green—go our special thanks. 

Mention of one source of contact with the German com-
munity leads to another, namely to Exercise " Handclasp." 
Thanks to the efforts, on our behalf, of C.S.O., N O R T H A G , 
Brigadier General H. Maulzsch, we were recently able to send 
a pany of one officer and sixteen other ranks on a fortnight's 
ski-training expedition in Bavaria; this turned out to be a 
successful operation so far as ski-ing was concerned, and a 
resounding demonstration of international goodwill. The 600-
odd mile journey, in appalling weather conditions, provoked 
many situations in which remarkable acts of kindness were 
committed by members of the United States Army; whilst the 
party's stay in Bavaria (near Berchtesgarten) opened up, de-
veloped and cemented what promises to be an enduring relation-
ship between this Regiment and 23 Mountain Brigade of the 
Bundeswehr. This, we hope, will be the first of many mutual 
exploits. 

In conclusion, though it may be rather belated by the time 
this appears in print, we send to all Royal Signals Regiments, 
especially to Quadrant Troop of the Junior Leaders Regiment, 
and to all ex-members of 4th Regiment, our best wishes for 
1963. 

11th REGIMENT 
From snowbound Catterick, which at present looks more like 

the North Pole than that pleasant sunny place we know in the 
summer, we wish you all a Happy New Year. 

Christmas Activities. The Officers' Mess held a successful 
Ladies' Night just before Christmas. During this occasion we 
said farewell to Captain J. C. Gosling and Lieutenant D. J. 
Jolly who will soon be enjoying the warmer weather of Singa-
pore and Malaya respectively. 

Christmas dinner was served in the traditional manner on 
20th December to over 800 men. The efforts of the Catering 
Staff were much appreciated and the service slick. 

Another dinner was served on Christmas Day for those who 
had to stay in Catterick and we were joined by the stay behind 
Cadre of the School of Signals. 

The draw in the Warrant Officers' and Sergeants' Mess was 
a great success for some people. Why is it other people always 
win several prizes on these occasions but it never happens to 
you! 

Best Recruit. Two Pass Off Parades have taken place since 
the last edition of THE WIRE. 

On 14th December, Signalman E. A. Brown of 2 Troop, 
I Squadron, passed out 
as best recruit of his in-
take. Brown, aged nine-
teen, was born in Moun-
tain Ash, Glamorgan, and 
has lived there all his life 
with his parents, before 
deciding to join the 
Army. He attended 
Mountain Ash Grammar 
School, which he left in 
1958 to go to Aberdare 
Technical College to be-
come an E l e c t r i c a l 
Apprentice. 

As part of his appren-
ticeship he worked in the 
National Coal Board, 
Mountain Ash Colliery. 
He disliked working 
underground and saw no 
chance of travelling in 
his job so decided to join 
the Army. He chose 
Royal Signals because of 
his previous trade know-
ledge. Brown now goes 
on to the next stage of 

his career to become a Cable Jointer. After that he hopes for 
a posting to a warm climate, which is a cheering thought for 
him during this snowy cold weather! 

The top recruit of the intake which passed out on 21st 
December was Signalman John Edwin Rowe, aged 21 years. 
His home is at 46, Pultemey Road, South Woodford, London, 
where, at present, his wife Vera and son aged u months live. 

Rowe went to St. Barnabas Secondary Modern School and 
left at the age of 15. From then until he decided to join the 

Signalman E. A. Brown 

T H E W I R E , F E B R U A R Y I 963 53 
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Army six months ago, he had a series of jobs, but did not 
seem able to settle down in any of them. 

He decided on Royal Signals as there was plenty of scope, 
and many trades from which to choose. He is not entirely new 
to the Army way of life, as he was in the A.C.F. for two years 
in Walthamstow. 

Rowe has many hobbies and is keen on judo, Greeko-Roman 
wrestling—which he explained was wrestling from the waist up-
wards, archery and small bore shooting. 

He now goes on to train as a Comcen Operator and then 
hopes for a posting where he and his wife can be together. 

Arrivals. Since the last issue of WIRE Notes we have wel-
comed Lieutenants A. W. de V. Himt, A. Cheal and A. Finney 
and W.O.II J. Crabtree to the Regiment. 

We have also welcomed the following Royal Marine personnel 
who have arrived to swell the ranks of our instructors: Colour/ 
Sergeants Crow, Howarth, Acting/Sergeant Young, Sergeants 
Brown, Franks, Norris, Chapman and Tennent. 

" V i r g i n Vi l las" which have accommodated many persons 
since their construction, are at present the single accommodation 
of the Sergeants' Mess, now contains the above-mentioned 
" Jollies." Rooms are referred to as cabins, toilets as " Heads," 
floors as decks, and many other adjectives—which we obviously 
cannot publish—are being uttered in the Unit lines. 

We bid them welcome and wish them all a happy " cruise." 
How one goes " ashore " by catching a 'bus from Kemmel to 

Richmond has yet to be worked out. 
Courses Wing. It is now some lo months since we last 

appeared in print, and that recorded the passing off of the last 
Sergeants Course. Much water has passed under the bridge 
since then in the form of Staff Sergeants Courses Pts I and II 
(now up to No. 5). 

Rather like " T h e pied piper of Hamelin," we have seen 
" Fat ones, thin ones, grey ones, jolly ones, odd ones . . . etc., 
etc.," but nearly all have left here as more efficient Empire 
builders. 

T h e period has seen various changes with the arrival of W.O.II 
Emery in relief of W.O.II King (promoted R.Q.M.S.), out of the 
frying pan into the fire, without a doubt. 

M . of I. Courses are under new management, with Lieutenant 
C. T. Crow TTX-FARELF) in relief of Lieutenant (" M i k e " ) 
Mulcahy who will doubtless create a ripple or two in the social 
whirl of Germany. 

A very notable impending departure is that of Staff Sergeant 
A. Warren, our Professor of " Q " Accounts and the oldest 
inhabitant. Going for a well earned tour in the sun, with our 
best wishes, he is succeeded by Staff Sergeant R. Hill. 

Adventure Training. On Wednesday, 3rd January, 3 and 4 
Troops of I Squadron went to Bishopdale to do their Adventure 
Training. One look at the very snowy weather was enough to 
put doubts into the minds of even the greatest enthusiasts, 
however they pressed on with their training. 

T h e party set off under the control of their Troop Com-
manders, Lieutenant F . R. Ma^mard and Lieutenant H. D . 
Flannery, assisted by their sidekicks Sergeants T . Hasset and 
R. Sampson. 

Conditions were tough, as they always are at the " sharp end " 
and various exercises were arranged to keep everyone's morale 
high; toboggan runs were built on a grand scale, snowmen stood 
guard over the campsite and blazing bonfires were built to 
produce a trouser warming effect when necessary. 

One of the major feats was the construction of igloos M K I, 
Yorkshire pattern. These were masterpieces of modem engineer-
ing as Corporal R. Moore can tell, as he was the architect of 
these unusual shelters—which were slept in by a nimiber of 
recruits. T h e " user tr ia l" report was very promising, and we 
now agree with the Eskimos that it is warm inside an igloo. 

With a little publicity we may be able to persuade the 
Eskimos to come to Yorkshire for their winter holiday! 

13th RECIMEBTT 

Off icers ' Moss . We were very pleased to have the 
Commanding Officer back with us for the festive season after 
his long sojourn in hospital. Christmas activities in the Mess 
began early in December with a ladies' dining-in night, when 
all enjoyed the excellent meal prepared by W.O. II Dean, and 
the band, led by Sergeant Burgess, really raised the rafters. 

Scrgnants ' Mes s . T h e P.M.C., W.O.II Frame, had the 
great pleasure, on the 6th December. to return the " wooden 
spoon " to the Officers' Mess. In fairness, though, it must be 
added that the Commanding Officer was not able to be present 
as he was at the C.S.O. B.A.O.R. Conference, but the officers 
tried every trick in the book, even producing a Naval gentle-
man. T h e officers' only success was in the " G a l l o n " darts 
match where, skippered by Major E. J. Winn, they gained a 
convincing win. T h e boat race proved a fitting ending to a 
most convivial evening, and though that " Beaa^id" of the 
pint. Major A. W . MacDonald, Royal Australian Signals, got 
away to a good start, our stalwarts, led by John Winning, 
gradually drew away to allow Sergeant Ben Coleman, at anchor, 
to sup his ale with nonchalant ease. 

Reflections, next morning, on touring departments, clearly 
indicated a draw. During the next few vveeks we shall be losing 
many old friends, and we wish them God speed and good luck 
wherever they might settle. 

Hockey . The R.S.M. (W.O.I W . J. Russell) is most 
insistent that full publicity be given to our unbeaten record, 
especially since our scalps include the R.A.F. College, Cran-
well, who we were privileged to entertain during their tour of 
R.A.F., Germany. W e are at present awaiting the B.A.O.R. 
semi-final, in which our opponents will be i6th Regiment, 
Royal Artillery. We have already accounted for our local 
Sapper Regiment, 7-2, with Sergeant Mark Hamilton netting 
six, whilst we must record that in recent games brother Eddie 
usually misses a similar number. Our other cup victory was, 
it seems inevitably, against old rivals, i6th Regiment; this was 
extremely hard fought, and we were pleased to be leading 2-1 at 
the whistle. W e hope to keep Signals' head high when we meet 
the Gunners. In the Inter-Services League we are lying 
second to neighbours, R.A.F., Wildenrath, but have several 
games in hand, due to the R.S.M. allowing contractors to tear 
up the pitch to produce—of all things—a drill square ! 

R u g b y . The annual soccer match against the Regimental 
X I was played on Boxing Day and the i - i score at half-time 
was most creditable, unfortunately, no one quite remembers 
what happened later. This match marked the last appearance 
for a few weeks of R.Q.M.S. Dai Rees, and though hidden on 
the left wing, he still managed to show what a good rugby 
player he is. 

^ One of the igloos 



Christinas, 1902. Many memories linger of enjoyable 
parties and everyone caught the party spirit for all functions. 
Events of note include Father Christmas (Captain J. Cheshire) 
stuck in a too narrow chimney, Corporal and Mrs. Herring 
giving a most professional twist exhibition, and the anonymous 
" s i n g l e " Sergeant who won a lady's dressing table set in the 
Mess draw. Many thanks to those who made the parties pos-
sible, particularly the cookhouse staff, whose cold table is a fine 
speciality, the band, and last, but by no means least, the M . T . 
who spent many hours moving stores and ferrying families. 

14 th R E G I M E N T 
K . n . Q . a n d I Squadron . Siberia has come to 

Gloucestershire; we have never had it so bad. Our only con-
solation is that it is far worse at Hampton, which, roadwise, 
is virtually cut off from the outer world. 

Fortunately, the snow did not arrive in such magnitude until 
after Christmas, and so did not interfere too much with the 
usual round of jollifications. Highlights amongst these were 
the Junior Ranks' Fancy Dress Ball, voted a great success, 
and capped a few days later by the Corporals (best ever) dance. 
T h e Warrant Officers and Sergeants' Mess ran a double feature 
with a formal dinner on the I2th, followed by their draw and 
dance on the 15th. Even the Wives' Club, not to be outdone, 
included a mannequin parade in their pre-Christmas function. 
Unfortunately, the weather curtailed attendance, and some who 
did make it had difficulty in getting home. 

An audible sigh of relief escaped the lips of Father (S.S.M. 
H. Haw) Christmas, as he sped away from the Junior Ranks 
Club, where the Squadron children's Christmas party had been 
held, having been kissed, kicked, prodded, punched and 
stepped on by over 100 laughing, noisy, sticky children. We 
hail thee. Father H a w ! If noise is any criterion, then this 
was the best party for years, for miles around. 

Our grateful thanks must go first to Major R. Barrett who, 
as P.R.I., makes all these things possible, to Second-Lieutenant 
A. M. Gelston, W.R.A.C., our Messing Officer, to Staff Sergeant 

C. Wilson, A.C.C. , and his team of cooks, and to Lance-
Corporal B. R. Sheppard, who can turn his hand to almost 
anything when required, in the J.R.C. ballroom. 

W.R.A.C. Records have seen to it that none of the girls 
here have a chance to get stale. B.A.O.R., Malta and Cyprus 
have already had their quota. Drafts for Aden, Hong K o n g 
and France are almost ready for " o f f . " T h e greatest blow is 
to the netbaU team, which has romped into the Command semi-
final with a 33-13 victory over 15 Independent Company 
W.R.A.C., from Bovington. 

Soccerwise, fog saved the Squadron team from elimination in 
the Minor Units Cup. T h e replay at A.C.C., Middle Wallop, 
should be quite a game. T h e Regimental team were very un-
lucky to lose, 2-5, after extra time, to ist Bn. The Royal 
Leicestershire Regiment. 

3 Sqnadron . News of interest and worthy of note 
appears to be centred around entertainments. 

The " s e a s o n " opened with an ambitious " l i v e s h o w " with 
imported artistes, combined with an All Ranks' Dance and 
Social on 29th November. Expensive, but apparently worth 
it. This was quickly followed by the children's Christmas 
party which, as usual, included the families of civilian em-
ployees. Congratulations and thanks to Corporal P. M. H. 
Toovey on his success as Father Christmas. He really was a 
volunteer! 

19th December was almost a marathon—goose and turkey 
dinner for all ranks, followed by Christmas draw, dance and 
buffet. These affairs are inclined to tax the slender resources 
of a small unit, but it is gratifying and noteworthy to record how 
much the attached personnel pitch-in and help. Sergeant D . 
Gill, our N.C.O.-in-Charge, R E . M . E . (30 Command Work-
shops) Detachment, is always a tower of strength and an 
example to all. TTiese festive occasions also give our cooks 
a chance to step out and produce a " change " from the A.C.C.'s 
usual number of choices. T h e unsurpassed excellence of the 
Christmas fare produced by Sergeant P. Shears, A.C.C. , and 
his staff must not pass without comment. 

THE NEW HILLMAN SUPER MINX 
• Front disc brakes • New seat design for greater comfort, more back-seat room 
• No greasing points • Improved driving position, better visibility • More luggage 
room • Greater economy, smoother running, improved carburation and higher 
rear-axle ratio • Borg-Warner fully-automatic transmission available as an extra. 
And that's not all. The new HiUntan 
Super Minx has a powerful 1-6 litre 
engine... built-in ventilating system... 
windscreen washers... padded facia 
and dished steering wheel, 
. . . and a wonderful range 
of colours. 

Convertible and Station 
Wagon models available. 

Do you know that YOU 
may be a privileged person? 
Members of Her M a j e s t y ' s Forces posted overseas 
are able to purchase a t generous tax-free rates, which a l low 
up to six m o n t h s motoring- in the United Kingdom. • 

R O O T E S L I M I T E D European Section, Overseas Retail Department, Piccadilly, London W.1. 
R O O T E S A U T O S (Deutchsland) G.m.b.H. , Military Sales Department, 4 Dusseldorf, Postfachs 6823. 
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16th REGIMEBIT 
Relaxing after a hectic December one wonders whether it is 

all worth it, but then, Christmas comes but once a year so 
why not live it up, for we are all one year older. 

Welcome to 1963 and may it bring all that you desire. 
To reflect on 1962. Our achievements were many, our dis-

appointments few, and we in i6th look forward to a good 
year in work and sport. The Christmas festivities in the 
Regiment started early with a most successful all ranks' dance 
and draw on the 14th. A first class cabaret provided lots of 
whistles and howls, especially for the dancing girls with their 
hula-hula skirts. We never did find out if they were like those 
stalwart Scotsmen. 

The draw provided some surprises for the lucky men who 
won a free flight to the U.K. They were all given leave, as 
promised. On the 15th the junior N.C.O.s gave a Christmas 
outing and party to German orphans. This was mentioned 
briefly in my last despatch; to emphasise how much hard work 
went into this event, here are a few interesting things that 
were organised. 

Two 'buses were gaily decorated with paper chains, coloured 
lights and in each a small Christmas tree. While this was 
being done a party of N.C.O.s proceeded to the orphanage at 
Huls where they were, later in the day, to distribute the presents 
to the children. 

At 11.30 hours, with an outrider escort provided by the 
R.M.P., the 'buses departed from the orphanage with the 
children and Sisters safely aboard and proceeded to the zoo at 
Wuppertal. The children were given a hot drink and cakes 
prior to being shown around the zoo. After an exciting tour 
the children returned to a gaily decorated restaurant in the 
zoo for a meal which included ice cream, fresh fruit and nuts. 
There was much cracker pulling and singing as the children 
went back to Huls and the orphanage. All was not yet over as 
at this moment St. Nicolaus arrived on a wonderful sleigh. T o 
the delight of the children he then gave them their presents. 
With carol singing the day was over, but not forgotten. 

A day like this always brings that ray of sunshine into the 
children's lives and gives them those few hours of pleasure 
that so many of us take for granted. Well done, junior N.C.O.s, 
I am sure that many a tiny heart has been filled with gladness 
for your wonderful effort and will be remembered throughout 
the year. 

The children of the Regiment were given the traditional 
party with Father Christmas arriving on his sleigh drawn by a 
real live donkey. I believe the L.A.D. brought him on charge . 
over this period. The children had a wonderful time and 
received, in most cases, the presents they had asked for. All 
praise to Major J. S. N. Dale, our P.R.I., and his able S.S.M. 
W.O.n T . Pearce for hard work they did to make this a most 
successful and enjoyable time for the children. 

The Sergeants' Mess dance and draw held this year in the 
gymnasium produced a fast moving evening's entertainment for 
the officers and senior ranks Many wonderful prizes were dis-
played artistically for all to admire, and eventually went to the 
lucky winners. Ably organised by R.Q.M.S. A. Crabtree and 
his committee, the evening went like clockwork. An excellent 
buffet with a whole pig as the centrepiece was suitably attacked 
and appreciated. A local German band provided the music 
tor dancing and a good time was had by all. A touch of 
finesse was added to the evening when two beautiful orchids 
were presented to the Commanding Officer's and R.S.M.'s 
ladies, Mrs. Brader and Mrs. Warren respectively, after com-
pleting their share of drawing the winning tickets. 

Boxing. Yes, we did it; we are now the champions of 
Rhine Area and are looking forward to the B.A.O.R. Champion-
ships. Under the guiding hand of Major (T.O.T.) P. F. C. R. 
Locke and S.S.I. Edwards, A.P.T.C., the team has steadily 
climbed the ladder to success. 

On Friday, 4th January, the final of the Rhine Area Cham-
pionships was fought at Joint H.Q., Rheindahlen, and our 
opponents were Rear Vehicle Depot, R.A.O.C. The first fight 
of the contest at Bantamweight brought us our first win when 
Signalman Hamilton k.o.'d his opponent in the ist round. The 
two McCauley brothers, fighting at Feather and Light, each 
won their bouts, the young McCauley on points, whilst his 
brother k.o.'d his opponent in the second round. The fourth 
and fifth bouts went to the R.A.O.C. and things seemed to 
even up. Lance-Corporal Blackley, at Welter, brought home 
another two points to win his bout on a i^ints decision. 

At this stage, with ten points to eight in our favour, it was 
still too close to forecast the final result. The next win was at 
Light-Middle with Lance-Corporal Hibbert winning his bout 

on points. The Middle and Light-Heavy went to the R.A.O.C. 
and the contest was hanging in the balance. The deciding bout 
at Heavy was well fought by Signalman Koto, who stopped his 
man with some good solid blows and the referee decided that 
his opponent had had enough. This had clinched the contest 
for us, but with Corporal 'I'unney still to fight we had hopes 
of making two more points. This was not to be and Tunney 
lost on a points decision after a very good bout. 

Soccer. December saw the completion of the first half of 
the North Rhine Inter Services' Football League. The Regi-
mental XI, playing in Division I, are still on the heels of the 
league leaders. Playing against R.A.F. Wildenrath the Regi-
ment had 90% of the game, but ended in sharing the points at 
I — I . Corporal Hampshire and Corporal Joiner are still wonder-
ing how some of their chances eluded them. This match was 
followed by a trip to Wuppertal; opponents—The Irish Guards. 
Again the Regiment had most of the play, left-winger " Scouse " 
Deas missed a " sitter" near the interval, and the side went 
down by 2—o. 

The last game of the season was against the " M i g h t y " 
Lancashire Regiment. We were lucky to be on terms at the 
interval when the score was i — i . On the re-start, the boys 
found their goal-scoring form and within 20 minutes were 6—i 
up. They ran out eventual winners by 7—2. Corporal Frank 
Hampshire scored five of the Regiment's goals. We are looking 
forward to the resumption of the league on 12th January, with 
hopes of taking the title. 

Angling. We are unable to report much activity this month 
owing to the fact that the waters now resemble skating rinks. 

Members of i6th Regiment Angling Club attended the 
Christmas celebrations of The Kempener Club where members' 
wives were also present and tried their hand at fishing and were 
all awarded prizes. 

Arnongst the entertainment was a showing by means of an 
Epidiascope of all members and their wives in cartoon situa-
tions. One of the German members had seemingly been very 
active during the season with his camera and the surprise 
results provided excellent entertainment. 

Five members of the Kempener Club and their wives were 
entertained at the Sergeants' Mess Christmas draw, where one 
of them, after buying 10 tickets, won three prizes. He went 
away happy, with an invitation to next year's draw . . . . 

So we end this year's fishing. It seems a long time since 
last Easter when two members of the Sergeants' Mess spent all 
day fishing in the unit static water tank and bringing out fish 
put there a couple of years previously by ex-Sergeant E. Ainsley. 
The tank measures approximately 5 yards by 20 yards. 

• nth KEt^IMENT 

This has been a year of change. Commanding Officer, Second-
in-Command, Adjutant, Assistant Adjutant (twice) and R.S.M. 
all have changed. Major Denton, the Second-in-Command, has, 
among other tasks, the uneviable one of salesman-in-chief, trying 
to sell and convince Squadron Commanders that their men 
should go on courses which should have been done last year 
anyway. He also tries (with more success) to sell the idea 
that sailing is good for you. 

The Adjutant, Captain Hancock, goes from strength to 
strength both on the square and on the rugby field; he holds 
what must be a record, in one period of eight days he played 
in matches for the Corps, the Army and the Combined Services. 

Lieutenant James at present occupies the hot seat of Assistant 
Adjutant having taken over from W.O.I Sutherland who re-
turned to the wilds of i Squadron. 

R.S.M. T. Walker is now well in his stride as several M.P.T. 
courses can testify and is busy gathering together again the 
fencing team that was so successful last season. 

The old firm of O.R.Q M.S. Wainer and his inky fingered 
satellites continues to flourish. Mrs. Rosayro pounds out a 
steady tune on an old typewriter, accompanied by Mr. Sam 
Gunaretnam on the second, or bass, typewriter, Mr. Goh, who, 
by the time this is printed, will be a much married man, con-
tinues to produce the most unlikely files from the vaguest of 
information. " A letter from District, about three months ago 
I think on housing " will produce a letter of five months back 
from G.H.Q. on allowances which just happen to be what you 
are looking for. Lance-Corporal Shamsudin continues to keep 
the family evacuation cards in something like order. 

Il.<|. Squadron is commanded by Major " T o m m y " 
Thompson, who has been seen around the Regiment for some 
time now. 
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Captain George Sparshott, the Squadron Second-in-
Command, also a man of many parts and when he is not taking 
in or handing out the lolly, he is perhaps pursuing his Educators, 
Fire Brigaders, Cooks and bottle washers. 

" Q " Troop. Now that Major Don Banham (Q.i) has a 
partner, Major Ted Cam (Q.2) they have found time to say: 

We congratulate R.S.M. W. T. Leeson on attaining his well 
deserved promotion. It is a blow to " Q " Troop, and it is 
hoped that 19th Regiment will realise their good fortune in 
getting our R.Q.M.S. as their R.S.M. 

We welcome R.Q.M.S. R. J. Bell, who takes Mr. Leeson's 
place in the Troop. He has come from Hong Kong, and no 
doubt will give us his impressions and comparisons in the next 
issue of THE WIRE. 

For Our Catering Staff. It has been said that cooks stand 
next to God's ministers in importance at the anniversary of the 
celebration of Christ's Nativity. Be that as it may we are here 
to play our part, and firstly welcome Captain N. S. G. 
Sparshott, our fourth messing officer^—this year! 

For the past few weeks, the air in the kitchens of P.M. 
Barracks has been redolent of exotic spices—of the east, 
naturally. 

Tables groaned with the weight of Christmas cakes and 
puddings. The 'fridges were loaded with the meats and dishes 
one associates with any good table. 

Yes, " Q " Smith, Corporals Rushton and Wallis, Lance-
Corporals Van Nuil and Holding and Ptes. Rix and Thorne 
gave a lot of thought to the menu, and it was beautifully cooked. 

The Officers, Warrant Officers and Sergeants, after their 
traditional glass of beer in the Officers' Mess, gave the Christ-
mas lunch the final compliment by serving it with the care 
and aplomb of " Maitre Charles" of the Ritz. 

M.T. T r o o p are still carrying on the good work—striving 
to please. Our M.T.O., Captain W. Cloughley, is doing the 
work of three at times. What else can he do when he finds 
his Second-in-Command, W.O.II Carnley, away for a few hours 
every morning counting the cash in the Warrant Officers' and 
Sergeants' Mess; and Staff Sergeant Othman Bin Tasi away 
at the same time, counting the steps of the Quarter Guard he 
is training. This only leaves Staff Sergeant Bailey (Stores) 
Sergeant Mohd. Yusoff (Details) and Sergeant Whitbread 
(our permanent D. I. to the M.P.T.—if you follow me?), plus, 
of course, the other ninety-odd in the Troop—all, as we say, 
striving and driving to please. 

2 Kqiiiiilroii. In this edition of THE WIRE we look back, 
with satisfaction, over the work that has been successfully 
completed by 2 Squadron in all its departments during 1962. 
Though all of us tend to think that no one, apart from our-
selves, do any work, it can safely be said that 2 Squadron has 
not been quite as busy for several years as it has been this 
year. 

Throughout the year we have seen our forces gradually 
diminishing. The O.C. Troop, Major T. Garrett, joined 19th 
Regiment on promotion; Lieutenant Idris bin Ahmad took over 
the reins. 

The road and industrial development schemes have proved a 
constant headache to the Troop, as we have constantly had 
to divert or lower cables running along the road. In the 
Jurong industrial area, where heavy plant has been rolling 
over the cables, they have, in several cases, stretched them, 
and in others buried them up to a depth of 12ft. Consequently, 
we are keeping our fingers crossed that there are no faults on 
this cable before the C O M C A N Radio Relay comes into 
operation. 

New lengths of cable have been laid between Gillman and 
Pasir Panjang (104 pairs); Jurong and R.A.F., Tengah (28 
pairs); Nee Soon and Naval Base (38 pairs). 

These have been our main projects, but we have laid a large 
number of much shorter lengths—mainly into new accom-
modation. 

T.E. Troop.—Apart from turning Pasir Panjang and B.M.H. 
exchanges upside down, getting H.Q. Phoenix Park on its way, 
M.S.C. telling obscure people to put jumpers on even more 
obscure terminals, playing sports, and the mundane tasks 
absolutely nothing has been done. It's been marvellous! 

L.M. Troop.—A cable having been laid between an ex-
change and a suitable central area by U.G. Troop, L.M. 
Troop are called in to do the local distribution. 

This may involve overhead routes, but wiU certainly entail 
installing internal receiving and the actual instruments. 

21 St HEGIMENT 
During December, the Regiment has been involved in the 

usual Service round of Christmas activities and, in addition, 
the Commanding Officer and Officers managed to arrange the 
annual cocktail party in the R.A.F. Officers' Mess at Laar-
bruch, to which guests from all the R.A.F. stations we 
serve were invited. 

The Sergeants' Mess held their annual dinner in a German 
Hotel, the Ton-Am-Berg, at Goch, which they took over com-
pletely for the evening. Colonel and Mrs. Haslehurst were 
the chief guests and some 72 senior ranks and their wives sat 
down to an excellent dinner. It was extremely gratifying to 
see such a good gathering as, due to the dispersion of the 
Regiment, a number had driven over 100 miles to attend. 
After dinner, officers of the Regiment and their ladies arrived 
and joined those who had dined for dancing. For the bachelors, 
or those not adept in the terpsichorean art, there was the more 
plebeian atmosphere of an underground bowling alley. Tlie 
great success of the evening was due entirely to our R.S.M. 
and his wife, Mrs. Vaughan. Regretfully, it also had to be 
the occasion for saying goodbye to them both, after serving the 
Regiment so well during the last two and-a-quarter years. 
It was a first night for our new R.S.M. and his wife, Mrs. 
Chilvers, and we wish them and their family a very happy tour. 

The R.A F. provided a really excellent Christmas dinner for 
those who were unable to get home for leave, which was then 
followed by an impromptu smoking concert. All tiu:ns were 
awarded a bottle of beer; this system resulted in a never-ending 
line of volunteer entertainers! 

Over the Christmas period, the R.A.F. authorised bars " in 
all the barrack blocks, and both H.Q. and 3 Squadron showed 
great ingenuity in decorating their blocks. We had hoped to 
be able to include some good photographs, but the R.A.F. 
P.R. photographer so enjoyed our hospitality that when he 
came to develop his shots, he had to admit that all the negatives 
were " black-outs " as well! 

In the Sergeants' Mess at Christmas, R.Q.M.S. C. G. 
Johnson and Mrs. Gill won prizes in the fancy dress parade. 

Staff Cliaiijifes. In the last two months we have lost 
our R.S.M., W.O.I T. A. Vaughan, and our F. of S., W.O.I D. 
Hazel; the former to 41st Signal Regiment (Princess Louise's 
Kensington Regiment) T.A., and the latter to the Army Appren-
tices' School at Harrogate. Our arrivals have been Major F. 
G. Bonnart, who now commands 3 Squadron, W.O.I P. Chilvers, 
our new R.S.M., Staff Sergeant E. P. D. Howe and Sergeant P. 
J. Milne. We wish them all a happy tour. 

22nd REGIIMEIVT 

Uvj^iiineiital Headquarters. The month of December 
started with the celebration of our Regimental Birthday on the 
I St. A dinner and dance was held in the Officers' Mess; the 
officers and their ladies having a very enjoyable evening to 
music provided by kind permission of the Commanding Officer 
of the I St Royal Ulster Rifles. This started the Christmas 
season off with a real bang, even though certain people were 
rather perplexed by an exercise, " Quicktrain," at an unmen-
tionable hour of the morning after the Wives' Club party. 

" H.Q." Squadron finally opened their much-awaited club, 
the opening ceremony being performed by the Commanding 
Officer, but no one seems to know who thought of calling the 
club " T h e Wythe O w l " ! 

The rest of the season was jammed with a children's party, 
an orphans' party, and the Sergeants' Mess dance—and an 
audible sigh of relief was heard when normal work started 
again. 

1 Squadron. We started our festivities in the Squadron 
on 14th December with our Squadron party. Lance-Corporal 
Tracy, assisted by Corporal Grattan, organised an excellent bar; 
Corporal Haigh, A.C.C., arranged a cold buffet and curry, 
assisted by all the wives of the Squadron, who p r o d u c t 
" goodies." We were pleased to have as our guests the Com-
manding Officer, R.S.M. P. W. H. Lafferty, Y. of S. Ewens, 
C.S.M.I. Fice and many others. The party was a great success, 
and we are most grateful, too, to the junior N.C.O.s, who were 
responsible for organising the party. 

After the 14th, the party spirit never left us; how our Squad-
ron " A " Team, Lance-Corporal Fitzsimmons, Tracy, Leigh, 
Buist, Clark, Hunter (Bone retired after the first round, due to 
a hangover) Sarahs and Curran managed to win the Garrison 
Christmas Day Soccer Knockout Competition, no one will know. 

T H E W I R E , F E B R U A R Y 1963 57 



Back Row ; Lieutenant C. A. Brown, Signalman Palmer, Private Price, Signalmen 
Holmes, Johnson, Spry, Corporal Webster, Lance-Corporal Jarvis, R.S.M. 

P.H.H. Lafferty 
Front Row : Lance-Corporal Ellis, Signalmen Quinn, Rathmell (Capt.), Signalman 

Rodgerson, Lance-Corporal Bone 

been made with the final games of the Knowles Cup. T h e 
results remain the same. 

Plans are now being made for spring inter-Squadron leagues 
at soccer, hockey, table tennis, and an inter-Squadron cross-
country—more in a later edition. 

Regimental teams have had more success: Soccer—^Arniy 
Cup Group Final, yth Regiment 4, 22nd Regiment 5; West-
falia League, 22nd Regiment 3, 39th Regiment, R.A., o; 
friendly, 22nd Regiment 7, Canadian Army X I i . 

Mid-December and the soccer season half-way through, and 
no team, as yet, to take a point away from the soccer team. 
Interest is rising high as, with four rounds of the Army Cup 
played, we are in the Divisional semi-final, to be played on 9th 
January, 1963, against 47th Regiment, R.A. Being the only 
Royal Signals team left in the B.A.O.R. part of the competition, 
we are out to fight harder to win the difficult matches ahead. 

Our team has been playing attractive soccer all season and has 
a large following wherever they have been playing. Our " twin " 
inside-forwards, Quinn and Robertson, both selected by 
B.A.O.R., have shown fine form and produced some sparkling 
soccer and goals. 

Hockey, Army C u p : 22nd Regiment 7, 4th Regiment o; 
22nd Regiment i , 7th Regiment 2. 

The large crate of beer presented to our team went down very 
well! 

Captain T . E. D . Baxter, having disposed of the " o l d " 
2 Squadron, took over i Squadron early in December. 
Lieutenant R. W. Garlick is still trying to finalise his getaway 
from the Adjutant's chair. He has taken over Recce Troop 
from Lieutenant A. W . de V. Hunt. A great loss to us all 
when Lieutenant Hunt left for i i t h Regiment. We wiU miss 
his continued shortage of cigarettes and generators; above aU, his 
ready laugh! We wish him the best of luck for the future. 

2 Squadron . This must be the only Squadron in Royal 
Signals where the permanent staff all wear different formation 
signs. Since the last notes we welcome to the Squadron W.O.II 
J. H. Paterson, Corporals G . S. Marshall, D . W. Page, G . S. 
Law, K . A. W. Rickard and D . R. Headland, who have been 
provided by the Signal Regiments and Squadrons of i (BR) 
Corps. 

In B.A.O.R. we have often criticised the standard of trades-
men produced by the Training Brigade, without realising the 
many problems which confront a training organisation. Now 
that radio operators are being trained in B.A.O.R., in this 
Squadron there is an excellent opportunty for Regimental 
Officers, Warrant Officers and Sergeants to come and see for 
themselves. We will welcome any visits. It only requires a 
telephone call to arrange a visit. 

T h e most frequent question asked since this Squadron started 
is " W h a t is the standard of the trainees?" There is no doubt 
that the standard is high. We are getting good men. T h e ball 
is now firmly in B.A.O.R.'s court. 

244 Squadron . ( A . S . ) . Apart from two crash moves, 
an Administrative Inspection and Christmas, little interest has 
happened to the Squadron during December. The former event 
proved little, except that Sergeant Hall can cook. 

Christmas really started with the Squadron party in the 
club room on 15th December. We were happy to have as our 
guests the Commanding Officer (whose luck in the draw, was, 
as usual, phenomenal) and Mrs. Wythe and Major and Mrs. 
Carroll. The party was a great success, and enabled the Squad-
ron to hand in quite a tidy sum to the P.R.I, in the form of 
bar profits. 

From about the 21st onwards, Christmas is a rather blurred 
memory, but we do know that the Christmas lunch was very 
good. Sergeant Hall again donned his white apron and gave 
a hand with the cooking. Has he missed his vocation? 

Unfortunately, we did not have Lieutenant Reynolds or 
Lieutenant Brown to help us celebrate Christmas, as the former 
has gone to command n t h Engineer Group Signal Troop, and 
the latter has gone to the School of Signals. W e wish them all 
the very best for the future. 

T h e Squadron is now bracing itself for the last sting of 1962— 
the N e w Year, to which all our Scots members are looking 
forward with eager anticipation. 

Therefore, may we wish all our admirers (and ourselves) 
a very happy, prosperous and communicative N e w Year. 

R«is$iinental Sport ing X e w s . T h e weather has not 
been too kind to us and so not a great deal of progress has 

: t O t E i U E G I M K N T 

Shortly before Christmas the Regiment was very pleased 
to receive a visit from three members of the Worshipful 
Company of Dyers. They included Coloned (Retired) A. R. 
Marshall, T.D., a former Commanding Officer of the Regiment 
and the officer mainly responsible for this unique association. 
On the evening of the 14th Decemiber they, with their ladies, 
were guests at the annual Ladies' Night in the Officers' Mess. 
T h e Mess made the best possible use of the theatrical talents 
of Major Welton (of Carey Theatre fame), who produced a 
most amusing version of an Old-Time Music Hall bill. 

T h e following morning our guests visited the regimental lines 
and our photograph shows the party in one of the Squadron 
rest rooms, in the background a painting of our regimental 
emblem, the artist being Corporal Lupton, of No. 4 Squadron. 

T h e Christmas festivities apart, the main item of interest 
has been and imfortunately still is the weather. T h e now 
famous blizzard struck Dorset and Blandford Camp in par-
ticular. Many stiff backs were reported before the road into 
the town was cleared and the arrival of heavy machinery from 
M E X E was greeted with great relief by all ranks. 

T h e camp was subject to severe drifting and our photograph 
of the beagles braving the elements give some idea of the 
amount of snow we have had. T h e pack put up several hungry 
hares, but there was no scent and in any case they were forced 
to give up as several beagles suffered minor foot injuries on the 
frozen snow. 

T h e only person who seemed to revel in the elements was 
" Bruno," the cable bear. 

Left to right: Lieutenant Colonsl A. T. Burrows, Mr. R. Balfour-
Park, Mr. C. F. Rothwell, Colonel A. R. Marshall, T.D. 
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Readers wiill be pleased to know that Che Master of Signals 
has approved the addition of the words " Royal Signals " to 
the style and title of the beagles and they are now known as 
" T h e Pimpernel Beagles (Royal Signals)." T h e Regiment is 
therefore unique "in yet another respect in that we manage and 
run the Corps' beagle hounds. 

We are all awaiting the end of tbe freeze-up, especially our 
hockey team, who are anxious to progress further in the Army 
Cup competition, having beaten 3rd Regiment 4-0 in the second 
round. Subsequent to this we have a most useful addition in 
Lance-Corpooral Coldwell (from Army Apprentice School, 
Harrogate), who is the Army right-back, and although our next 
opponents are the School of Anillery we live in hope. 

HOIVG K O N G 
H e a d q u a r t e r s , I l oya l Signalsi 

Hong Kong is at present at its best—cool, clear weather, 
bright sunshine and crisp mornings. The result is that tempers, 
frayed round the edges by the hot and humid summer, are now 
restored. For the games enthusiast, there is now everything 
but ski-ing and bob-sleighing. T h e exercise season has started, 
and there is a constant call for communications. 

252 Squadron (Operating) at last have their new transmitter 
hall, which is a building to be proud of. It is certainly a vast 
improvement on the squash courts which were the " temporary " 
accommodation for more than a year. T h e new building not 
only contains the transmitter hall, radio relay position and 
standby power, but living accommodation for the resident 
crew of two. At present, Corporal Marsh and Signalman 
Pearce have the duty. They must be among the very few single 
men in the Army who have their own kitchen, bathroom, re-
frigerator and all mod. cons. T h e hall was formally opened by 
Brigadier R. H. E. Robinson, O.B.E., E.R.D., C.S.O., F A R E L F , 
on 3rd December, to the accompaniment of the obligatory giant 
firecracker to dicourage devils. With 53 sets still as our main 
H F equipment, this was a wise precaution. 

This was one of the many tasks undertaken by the C.S.O. 
during his first visit to Hong Kong. We hope that by the end 
of his visit he will have seen, and been seen, by every Signal-
man in the Colony, be he British, Gurkha or Chinese. In 
addition, he has seen the Transmitter Station, run for all by the 

Butchers : Grocers : Game Dealers 
our aim in all Depts.:— 

Superb Quality 

CHAS. JACKSON & SONS 
63, 64 and 66 SKINNERGATE 

DARLINGTON 
Years Satisfactory Service 

Telephone 
2955 

Established 

1894 

Sixty 

" W E B U Y T H E B E S T " " W E S E L L T H E B E S T ' 
DAILY DELIVERIES IN YOUR DISTRICT 

Left to right: Sergeant D. W . Gwinnell, Captain B. A. Watson, 
Brigadier R. H. E. Robinson, O.B.E., E.R.D. Opening of transmitter 

site, Hong Kong 

Royal Navy, and the R.A.F.'s receiver Station. He has also 
visited the Depot of the Hong K o n g Mihtary Service Corps, 
where our locally enlisted recruits receive their basic training 
and where all Chinese N.C.O.s go for their cadre courses. 
During the course of this visit he presented a silver " Jimmy," 
mounted on a plaque, to bear witness to the fact that the 
Depot has been providing the Corps with soldiers since 1949. 

253 Squadron (Engineering) is under new management. 
Major Alistair Anderson having relieved Major Mac Mackinnon 
in early December. Before departing. Major Mac took a final 
fling at the Macau Grand Prix. He drove in four races and 
finished in the production car race driving a Mini Cooper. 
In the first race he had the nasty experience of having a wheel 
coming adrift—fortunately he was able to pull up in time. 
In the other two races, driving a T R 3 he ran out of road on 
each occasion, aided by brake fade in one race and a greasy 
surface in the Grand Prix itself. Even with these misfortunes 
he did a lot better than many and had three days' good 
motoring. 

T h e annual Hong Kong " Bis ley" took place at the be-
ginning of November. T h e overall standard of shooting was 
good, the winning scores for most of the individual matches 
being higher than those recorded at the A.R.A. Central Meeting. 
In the Minor Units Team Championship, Royal Signals, Hong 
Kong, came second overall, whilst 246 Gurkha Squadron 
achieved second place in four of the component team matches. 
Individually, there were no noticeable achievements by Royal 
Signals Competitors in the Services' Meeting; in the Colony 
Championships, Lieutenant-Colonel J. M. R. Fletcher again 
qualified for the Governor's X X , being placed 8th in the final 
order of merit, and captained the English Team in the 
International Match. 

Left to right: Signalman A. Pearce, Major P. A. Wing, O.C. 252 
Squadron, Brigadier R. H. E. Robinson, O.B.E., E.R.D. Opening 

of transmitter site, Hong Kong 
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Major-General Moberly inspecting the Quarter Guard at 236 
Squadron Eastleigh 

Staff-Sergeant Agatsiotis talking to General Moberly in the T.R.C. 
(236 Squadron) 

Representative Colonel Commandant Visits East Africa Command 
' V / T A J O R - G E N E R A L R. J. and Mrs. Moberly arrived at 
i - V i Embakasi Airport early on the morning of Monday, 3rd 
December. They were met by Lieutenant-Colonel J. W. Eagle, 
C.S.O. of East Africa, and proceeded direct to Flagstaff House, 
the residence of Major-General Goodwin, G.O.C., East Africa 
Command. After a short time to recover from the 12 hours' 
flight, they went on to a luncheon party at Government House, 
where they were the guests of the departing Governor, Sir 
Patrick Renison. After lunch a short briefing followed for 
General Moberly at H.Q. East Africa Command on the problems 
affecting East Africa (no lack of these), and then on to a success-
ful tour of the Nairobi Game Park. General and Mrs. Moberly 
were particularly lucky to see a pride of lion and a tremendous 
variety of game. Cameras were much in evidence and we hope 
the shots turn out successfully. The cross-country driving 
ability of the C.S.O. caused some trepidation and comment 
during the tour. 

A quiet dinner in the evening with Colonel and Mrs. Eagle 
ended what must have been a tiring day. 

Next day the quarter guard mounted outside the Head-
quarters of 236 Squadron at Eastleigh reeled under the impact 
of three visiting general officers. General Moberly inspected 
the guard and complimented them on their turnout and bearing. 
He was shown around the T .R.C. by Major J. Handy, and he 
took a keen interest in everyone he met. He found an old 
friend in Lieutenant-Colonel W . de la P. Tate (retd.) who is 
now Administrative Officer of the Squadron. T h e receiver site 
(Major R. Jarvis (retd.)) and transmitter site (Captain F. Smith) 
were visited by Alouette helicopter. A t the former a guard, 
including guard dogs of the East African Wardens, was in-
spected. T h e fiercest member of the guard dogs took a strong 
dislike to the Inspecting Officer and at the march off made 
violent efforts to leave his mark on the General. T h e handler 
became almost airborne in his efforts to prevent an unusual 
ending to the inspection. After this exhilarating opening the 
tour of the site proceeded on more decorous lines. 

During his visit to these isolated detachments the General 
met Mr. Cook (Roval Signals 1931-38) who is in charge of the 
War Office Radio Station, and Foreman of Signals Jupe, who 
served under the General at ist Training Regiment in 1949. 

He returned to Nairobi by helicopter and lunched at Buller 
Camp with the officers of i K .A.R. Squadron (Major P. 
Stephens). Lieutenants Ayoda and Muvanga, recently com-
missioned into the King's African Rifles after many years in the 
Squadron, had a long conversation with the General. A tour 
of the Squadron followed. Sergeant May in the " Q " stores, 
with three sons in the Corps, one joining in June, 1963, and 
another trying hard to transfer from the Infantry, had served 
under the General in Airborne Signals during the war, and 
revived old memories. Will this be a record—father and five 
sons all serving in the same Corps? 

Mrs. Moberly meantime was looking around the African 
families' village escorted by Mrs. Steohens. She delighted 
everyone, particularly the mothers, by the tremendous interest 
she took in all she saw, especially the welfare of the children. 
During his tour the General met all the British and African 

N.C.O.s and saw the training being given to recruits from 
Tanganyika, Kenya and Uganda. He had a cheerful and 
friendly word for them all. A short tour of 602 Troop (Captain 
J. Cook) followed. T h e General was impressed by the initiative 
shovra by the members of this small troop—their home-built 
club, boat building, etc. He was amused and interested in the 
experiences of the catamaran crew that recently sailed their 
craft down the Tana River—despite hippos, crocodiles and 
various other perils of the deep. Another trip to the Game Park 
and dinner at Flagstaff House concluded the day. 

Next morning, the General, accompanied by the C.S.O., 
motored to Kahawa to see 210 Squadron (Major D . Sherrard-
Smith). After a brief talk to the Brigade Commander, the 
General made a thorough tour of the Squadron lines, talking 
to almost everyone in the Squadron. He was particularly 
interested in the hobbies and out-of-hours activities of those he 
talked to. After a cup of tea in the Sergeants' Mess, on to 
Gilgil by Beaver aircraft to visit 3 R H.A. Troop. Staff Sergeant 
Wood and the members of his small detachment were especially 
pleased that the General had found time to visit them. 

Lunch in the 3 R.H.A. Officers' Mess and then on by Beaver 
to Nanyuki to spend the night with Brigadier The Hon. M . 
Fitzalan Howard, Commander 70 Brigade K.A.R., followed by 
a visit to " J " Troop K.A.R. Squadron (Captain J. de Clive-
Lowe) the following morning. TTie sights of Nanyuki—Mount 
Kenya—Safari Club, etc., were all seen and enjoyed by the 
General and by Mrs. Moberly, who had travelled up by road 
the previous day. He met S.S.M. Kent, who had been with him 
in I St Training Regiment in 1947, and almost all men of the 
Troop. Undoubtedly " J " Troop are serving in one of the 
most beautiful parts of Kenya where every possible variety of 
sport exists, including ski-ing on Mount Kenya, five miles from 
the Equator. 

General and Mrs. Moberly had a respite from military duties 
during the afternoon and following evening when they stayed 
at the world famous Treetops Hotel. Again they were lucky in 
seeing an exceptional number of elephant and other big game. 
They were accompanied at the hotel by a small party including 
Major and Mrs. Sherrard-Smith. 

TTieir last night in Kenya proved a strenuous one. A cocktail 
party at Command H.Q. was followed by a dinner at the New 
Stanley Hotel attended by all officers of the Corps and their 
ladies. After dinner all adjourned to the hotel ballroom for the 
annual ball of the Royal Signals Association where about 300 
members of the Corps, past and present, danced until the small 
hours. General and Mrs. Moberly met many old members of 
the Corps who had served in India, and names like Razmak, 
Khyber Pass, Rawalpindi were often heard. It was a most 
successful evening and everyone thoroughly enjoyed it. 

Came the dawn. A t an unusually early hour for the C.S.O. 
he escorted General and Mrs. Moberly back to Embakasi to 
emplane for Aden and another full week's activities there. We 
hope they enjoyed themselves in Kenya—all members of the 
Corps serving here certainly enjoyed seeing them, and we were 
all particularly grateful for the determined way in which they 
tackled a strenuous tour. 
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When serving abroad the Serviceman may send his children 
to boarding school at home. This means that a great many 
children travel abroad to parents for school holidays. S S A F A 
has an Escort Service available for the children of all Service 
personnel, and any unaccompanied child can be met in London 
and escorted to airport or school train. This service is also 
given to unaccompanied wives with children travelling to join 
their husbands overseas. 

In Essex, there is a short-stay S S A F A Children's Home, 
Springbok House. Here children can be accompanied for 
emergency periods. Mother may be in hospital and there is no 
near relative to take charge. Recently a soldier's wife died in 
Singapore and he was sent back to England with his three 
children. S S A F A met him at the airport and his children were 
accommodated at Sprinkbok House until he could make 
permanent arrangements for their future. 

So many of S S A F A ' s cases are emergencies, and S S A F A ' s 
experienced network of helpers, both at home and overseas, 
work in close co-operation, speedily and efficiently, to solve 
the urgent problem in the best way possible as soon as possible. 

Thus the service of S S A F A plays a vital part in ensuring the 
good morale of Servicemen, and helps to give them peace of 
mind about their families. A service which is reco^ised by 
the heads of the Services themselves. A previous Minister of 
War has said: " S S A F A ' s work is essential to the Services. If 
they were not willing and able to do it, we should have to do 
it at far greater cost to the Government, and the work would 
not be done nearly so well." 

S S A F A ' s reward is not in self-advertisement, however, but 
in the knowledge that the dependants of those who have fought, 
or may fight for us, have a friend to turn to in times of need. 

[Reprinted from " Ashore and Afloat" by kind permission 
of the Editor] 

Operation "Flamingo " 
" Help us save the flamingoes." T h e cry came from Magadi, 

from Allen Root who was camped on a hill overlooking the 
sundrenched Magadi Soda Lake, 70 miles south-west of Nairobi. 

Approximately 1,000,000 mated pairs of flamingo had chosen 
the lake on which to build their nests and raise their young. 

Assisted by his wife Joan, Allen Root had been working in 
the area photographing the birds. During that time he had 
noticed that young flamingo were collecting soda mud in their 
legs, and it was drying and forming soda shackles. T h e soda 
had proved too hard for their soft beaks to chip off and 
hundreds were dying of exhaustion caused by dragging them-
selves across the lake. Some of the shackles were 3 in. in 
diameter. 

The conditions of the lake were described as appalling by 
the authorities on bird life in East Africa, and the temperature 
was up to 120°. 

Major P. J. W . Stephens, O.C. i Signal Squadron, T h e 
King's African Rifles, heard the call for help and answered it. 

In a short space of time a party of interested persons were 
collected together, and consisted of Major W . E. Parks, W.O.II 
(S.S.M.) C. Young, Staff Sergeant Johnstone and six Askari 
of the Squadron, led by the O.C. A t 09.00 hours on the 30th 
A u p s t , 1962, the party, self-contained for four days, left 
Nairobi. It was early that afternoon when they arrived at 
Magadi and set up camp close to Allen Root's. 

Later the same afternoon, accompanied by AUen Root and 
wearing Wellington boots, shorts and light shirt, carrying the 
tools of a trade new to them, with great trepidation they 
ventured on to the soda crusted surface of Lake Magadi. T h e 
tools required for de-shackling flamingo were a metal plate on 
which to rest the shackled leg, and a hammer with which to 
remove the shackle of solid soda mud. 

Close by the lake shore the soda crystals were firm and 
ilie going was easy, but further on to the centre of the lake 
the going got softer and feet began to sink into a thick 
mixture of soda and water. Every step towards the middle of 
the lake took effort. 

The birds were at first crowded together in the middle of 
the lake but as the party got nearer some began to run and 
soon afterwards all the birds that could run were on the move, 
leaving behind those which were shackled. Rough hands, 
unused to handling small birds, gained skill at this new occupa-
tion as the evening passed. Some of the birds were not at all 
pleased at being rescued and attempted to bite the fingers of 
I lie rcscuers. 

The flamingo nests made of hardened soda and sand. Each bird 
lays only one egg 

It was worth the sweat of the rescue operation to see an 
un-shackled bird get to its feet, stagger for a few feet and then 
run freely away. 

Five hundred birds had been freed by sundown. 
T h e occasional grunt the following morning proved that 

some effort had been required the previous evening, as muscles 
unused for some time made their presence felt. 

Conditions were not too unpleasant early that morning and 
the numbers of un-shackled birds rose, as did the sun. A t 
II a.m. the party finished their work for the morning and 
slowly made their way back to the shore. It was when Hearing 
the shore that a slight mishap occured. 

Major Parks suddenly found himself up to his thighs in 
soda water and no whisky to alleviate the situation. Staff 
Sergeant Johnstone went to his assistance and he too found 
himself in difficulties. T h e y freed each other before the rest 
of the party arrived on the scene. 

T h e stay at Magadi was for a period of four days and a total 
of 10,000 birds in all were un-shackled. T h e party left the 
area feeling that the job had been well worth while. 

The party's thanks go to Mr. Pye of the Magadi Soda Works, 
who made their stay more comfortable than it otherwise might 
have been. 

2 1 1 S Q U A D R O N 

211 Squadron (Infantry Brigade Group) has not appeared in 
your columns for a very long time, and it is appropriate in the 
N e w Year to make the excellent resolution to do better in 1963. 
The first contribution therefore reflects back on the past year. 

We started in January by welcoming " X " Troop, attached 
to I Royal Tank Regiment and saying farewell to I 4 t h / 2 0 t h 

King's Hussars and their affiliated Troop. In February, Signal-
man D . J. Chappell became the first National Service soldier 
to be served with a retention notice. Later that same month 
the Squadron took part in Exercise " Short Commons " to test 
the new combat rations under winter conditions. T h e winter 
conditions were the greatest success. 

Meanwhile, the Squadron had been carrying all before it in 
the B.A.O.R. Minor Units Football Cup, until the final, when 
we were defeated 3—2 by Command Pay Office, H Q., B.A.O .R. 
As a consolation, we were awarded the 2nd Division Minor 
Units Football Cup. 

In June, part of the Squadron went down to Bavaria, where 
it had a very wet fortnight by the side of the Walchensee, near 
Mittenwald. Boating flourished under the supervision of 
Sergeant Gilder, and an overnight bivouac on a mountain top 
proved a test of stamina and endurance. Thanks to 5/221 
Company of the German Alpine Division,' 'who loaned both 
climbing equipment and instructors, it was possible to do a lot 
of rope work and scrambling, and three mountains were climbed 
including the second highest mountain in Germany, the West-
liche Karwendel Spitze. A daily schedule was worked to the 
parent Squadron using a C11/R210, under Sergeant Owen. 

After the Brigade Camp at Soltau, which took place over the 
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August Bank Holiday, " A " Troop relaxed for lo days on the 
Gromitz beach. In spite of the coldness of the Baltic, this was 
easily the most enjoyable part of the summer. 

At the end of September, the Squadron provided a stand at 
the Brigade Open Day, when Clifton Barracks was opened to 
the German public and some 5,000 people took the opportunity 
to see the British Army at home. This included a children's 
comer, a rugger match, and demonstrations by the Infantry, 
the Gunners and the Squadron Linemen. 

So to the final exercise, " Autumn Double," when both sides 
claimed the victory. On 23rd October, Major-General R. J. 
Moberly, C.B., O.B.E., came to visit the Squadron, and after in-
specting a quarter guard and talking to a great many soldiers, 
had tea with the married families. 

The annual Administrative Inspection on 29th November, 
Exercise " Battleaxe 621 " on the 6th/7th December, followed 
by a long-awaited " Quicktrain," Christmas brought 1962 to a 
close. 

The year produced many changes in our ranks. 
Major W. MacDonald handed over to Major D. P. Garnons-

Williams in June; Lieutenant P. D. Jones arrived in March 
and departed to R.M.C.S. in September; Captain R. A. Cemm 
left for Middle Wallop to fly 'planes, and was replaced by 
Captain J. B. Atkinson in October; Lieutenant G. J. H. Grist 
went to join 53 " Q " Course in December, and Second-
Lieutenant M. S. Louden joined the Squadron from 51 " Q " 
Course in June. 

We welcomed W.O.II R. M. McLeish, Sergeant M. A. 
Taylor, W.O.II N. L. Kinch, Sergeant G. Gilder, Sergeant D. 
H. Owen, Sergeant C. A. E. L. Pylee, Staff Sergeant (F. of S.) 
G. Keeton and Sergeant C. D. Matzen, and have said farewell 
and good luck to W.O.II E. Thomas, Staff Sergeant (F. of S.) 
B. A. Kimber, W.O.II R. M. McLeish, Staff Sergeant J. Bell, 
Sergeant P. Thornborough and Sergeant J. E. Stroud. 

2 i : > S U U A D D I O N 

The Green Gang. The Mountains of Mourne rise to 
some two thousand feet and fall down, as everybody must know, 
to the sea which lies at their feet. An intriguing and wonder-
ful sight: but like most mountains, they have their moods. On 
Exercise " Mountain Goat" in September, we were in a position 
to appreciate both the pleasant and unpleasant sides to their 
nature. 

This was an exercise with a difference, being non signals. 
For a brief and interesting spell we became infanteers engaged 
in Internal Security operations in a country called, so far as 
the writer can remember, Downlandia. At all events, it included 
a large part of County Down, and the Moumes. Some of us 
represented the force of law and order, whilst others were 
called upon to take the part of the worthless trouble making 
" Green Gang." (Personnel selected, it should be added, with-
out any thought to qualifications.) 

The Green Gang having taken refuge in the mountains, 
sections of infantry were dropped at intervals from an enclosed 
3-tonner with instructions to make their way to a R.V. in the 
foothills with a view to rounding up the Green Gang. 

The manner of dropping off was meant to represent a para-
chute drop which was dispersed due to weather conditions. In 
this respect, exercise planning was most realistic, as it was 
pouring with rain and bitter winds, and visibility was very 
restricted. 

Most sections chose to avoid the mountains approaches to 
the R.V., where they knew they were liable to ambush, and 
decided instead to take the harder but safer cross-country routes 
to the R.V. and then set off hot-foot to seize the Annalong hut 
as a firm base for further operations. Already most sections 
had covered some eight to ten miles over very rough going in 
depressing conditions, and the prospect of a further march was 
not cheering. It having been established that the Annalong hut 
was already occupied by a party of the Green Gang, we ter-
minated the march with an assault on the hut. Some very 
weary Signalmen had the greatest of difficulty in summing up 
enough energy to get over the high stone walls which lay in 
interminable succession along the axis of advance to the hut. 
At length, however, the hut was taken and the Green Gang fled. 

The Annalong hut is W.D. property available to military 
personnel as a base for exploring the Mournes. Crude but 
comfortable, it provided welcome facilities to dry out and get 
a quick meal before night patrols set out. Night patrols were 
hindered by a total absence of any moonlight and the exceed-
ingly rough and ready going: there were, however, a series of 
ambushes and conflicts which gave rise to considerable amuse-

ment and argument afterwards, although a number of the Green 
Gang's caches of Guinness remained undiscovered. 

Corporal Rennie finished the exercise at this point, his foot 
becoming firmly wedged between two obstinate boulders in 
one of tJie many mountain streams. 

Subsequently wedged into a Land Rover on a stretcher he 
made a somewhat precarious journey to Kilkeel Hospital to 
spend the remainder of the exercise in idleness and semi-
comfort. The patroling, however, must have had its effect upon 
the Green Gang because they withdrew to some farm buildings 
at the edge of Tollymore National Park the following morning. 
This involved another twelve miles or so of hard going across 
the mountains, with the force of law and order in pursuit. The 
weather by this time had cleared, and the journey over the 
mountains was pleasant and invigorating, although S.S.M. 
Green and some other members of the Squadron would not 
perhaps agree! 

We finished the exercise with a successful surprise attack 
upon the Green Gang and returned to camp foot sore but happy. 

Motor EKiilly »n<l I'oiiy Kx|iress. As a contrast to 
slogging it over Ireland, our unit motor rally was a pleasant 
change. Early morning fog hampered the first section from 
Lisbum to Ballykinler but driving and map reading on the 
whole was good. The cross-country tests at Ballykinler proved 
a problem for drivers of the i-ton vehicles, and the efforts made 
by Signalman Silverwright in this respect will long be remem-
bered with awe. Congratulations to Corporals I)uff and Upton 
on wiiming the i-ton class competition and on being overall 
winners. 

Corporal Upton is also to be congratulated on winning the 
radio detachment competition in the Squadron competitive 
exercise " Pony Express." Despite some penalty marks. Corporal 
Upton and his crew emerged conclusive victors, being up in 
good time, on frequency in all locations, and using good pro-
cedure. Corporal Johnson's detachment was second and 
Corporal Blaney's third. The line competition involved a six 
mile route running round the coast roads from exercise head-
quarters at St. John's point. The standard reached by both 
detachments was high, and Corporal Federl and his crew did 
well to just pip Corporal Rennie and his detachment. 

Suddenly, Christmas was upon us. There was the usual 
Children's party and an excellent dinner in the Garrison Dining 
Hall for those few not able to get away on Christmas leave. 
Thus we are left facing the New Year with memories of a busy 
but enjoyable 1962 and the hope that 1963 will prove as fruitful 
and enjoyable. 

Soccer. Nine of our soccer players are in the Brigade H.Q. 
team which is trained by S.S.M. Green. They have played 
eight games in the Northern Ireland Command Minor Units 
League and are on top, having won all matches so far, with 
35 goals for, seven against. Our top scorers being Signalman 
Atkinson with 10, Signalman Haughton 6, Corporal Duff (the 
penalty king) 4—including three penalty goals. We were 
fortunate getting Corporal Franklyn, goalkeeper, posted in to 
the Squadron just before the league started. 

Basket Ball. We have only played one game in the league 
so far which was against 233 Squadron and a very tough 
struggle it was, but we finished victors by 25 points to 21 thanks 
to the efforts of Corporals Dickison, Peplow, Wood, Signalman 
McLure, with a little help from the S.S.M. 

.22 Shooting. The high standard of shooting displayed last 
year is being maintained and after one round of the Brigade 
Competition we find ourselves at the top. We hope to retain 
this position in the forthcoming rounds. 

2:i<{ S4|UAnKOX 

This Squadron has always been regarded as a must for any 
important military visitor to East Africa and has consequently 
enjoyed a rapidly expanding visitors' book. Last month we made 
headlines in both Nairobi's daily papers by beating the previous 
record of nine Generals in five weeks by entertaining three 
Major-Generals in one day. Major-General Moberly, Re-
presentative Colonel Commandant, spent a morning with us, 
and at the same time Major-General Fitzpatrick, Director of 
Military Operations, and Major-General Goodwin, G.O.C. E.A. 
Command, were with us for part of the morning. 

Christmas. The Mayfair Hotel has seen a lot of 236 Squadron 
this month. We started with a Wives' Club Supper-Dance 
when the active members of the Wives' Club and their hus-
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Major-General Moberly inspecting the Guard 

(Left to right): Corporal Taylor (Guard Commander), Signalman 
Chesters, Corporal Bulmer, Signalman Dixon, Corporal Creer, 

Signalmen Hales and Escott 

bands enjoyed a buffet supper and dancing to the tape-recorder. 
A few days later the Civihan Staff Social Club held a very 
good dance in the hotel ballroom at which over 200 people 
enjoyed themselves, the highlight of the evening being the 
" C " Watch cabaret; the C O M C A N Cuties and the Young-
Bycroft duet, " There once was a man," both bringing the house 
down. Before the French chalk had time to blow away we 
were there again with the C O M C A N Christmas Party. This 
was one of the best Squadron parties ever remembered by the 
300 people who were there. T h e Adjutant and Quartermaster 
had made a special trip to Aden and bought over £100 worth 
of magnificent prizes for the draw, which were kindly flown 
back by R.A F. T h e Wives' Club made and presented a cake 
decorated with the C O M C A N crest and drums to signify our 
dual role as communicators and soldiers. A lively dance band 
kept the party going with a swing until 2.30 in the morning. 
We were specially pleased to have with us on this occasion a 
number of parents and relatives who had come out to Kenya 
on a special holiday charter flight to spend Christmas with their 
relatives in the Army here. 

We have also, for the Christmas holiday period, been using 
one of our transmitters to broadcast the local F B S shortwave 
service, and so helped them out over an equipment breakdown. 
This provided a very useful and enjoyable experience for the 
technicians involved and letters appreciating the service have 
come from far and wide! Transmitter Troop is also in the 
news again with their contribution to the annual F.B.S. " Wire-
less for the Blind " Christmas appeal. T o date well over £200 
has been collected by 24 men. 

T h e gambling festival of Dewali was upon us in no time. 
This year, as last, Lieutenant Ryding found himself subsidising 
Gurkha drinking to no small tune. This combined with 
substantial losses in the casinos of Macau left him a very un-
happy officer. " M y system broke down," he said. 

During the next month the Commanding Officer, Lieutenant-
Colonel G . H. Wootton, paid us his farewell visit. Whilst he has 
been in command of Gurkha Signals, many momentous changes 
have taken place, and we were all sorry to see him go. W e 
wish him every success in civilian life. 

The Gurkha Major came to see us shortly afterwards. It is 
always refreshing to meet him and discuss things with him. 
He had to leave us in order to arrange the Colonel's farewdl 
in Seremban, but we hope it wiU not be too long before he 
comes again. 

We were also pleased to see the R.S.M., who came for a 
fortnight and ran a D. & D . course whilst he was here. 

Other notable visitors were: Major-General W . C. Walker, 
C.B.E., D.S.O., Major-General, Brigade of Gurkhas; Brigadier R. 
H. E. Robinson, O.B.E., E.R.D., C.S.O., F A R E L F ; Colonel A . 
F. Freeman, M.C., C.R. Signals, Singapore. 

We are now looking forward to the visit, in February, of 
Brigadier W. G. Tucker, the Colonel of Gurkha Signals. 

W e would like to congratulate Sergeant Meredith and 
Corporal Willis, both of whom were married in November. 

In the field of sport, we won both the Brigade and Land 
Forces Minor Units cross-country championships. 

Tl i « Itrigiiiln G r o u p Rev i ew . During December, 
exercises were stopped whilst the whole Brigade prepared for 
the Brigade Group Review, which took place on 22nd December. 
His Excellency the Governor of Hong K o n g took the salute. 

The review has been a form of parade since the earliest days 
of the British Regular Army, and a Commander-in-Chief has 
always been able to exercise the right to review his troops. 
During the course of two centuries, the review has become an 
event of ceremony and pageantry. 

For this review, tradition was put aside and the theme was 
the Brigade Group deployed as for operations. Each of the 
three infantry battalions adopted a diflferent role to show the 
flexibility of the modern soldier and the different conditions 
under which he may have to fight here in Hong Kong. T h e 
battalion groups on parade were organised as follows: 

(a) T h e Hill Battle Group. T h e formation adopted in the hills 
of the New Territories. It uses mule transport to operate 
far from roads and tracks. 

(b) T h e Mobile Battle Group. A formation designed for 
open country, where movement on roads and tracks is 
possible. T h e infantry were carried in motor transport. 

(c) The Armoured Battle Group. The fighting formation 
used when wheeled transport is too vulnerable to operate 
in the face of the enemy. This group particularly illus-
trated the close ties which exist between armour and 
infantry. 

In each of these groups the essential support given by 

2 4 « ( G I J R K n A ) SQUADROBT 

After the disasters of Typhoon " W a n d a , " at the beginning 
of September, the Squadron quickly settled down to prepare for 
Dashera, which eventually took place from 6th to 9th October. 
On the 4th October, typhoon warnings were again hoisted and 
the weather became very wet and windy. On storm warning 
No. 3 all tents must be struck, but both Gurkha officers were 
quite adamant that the tents which had been erected for 
Dashera would stay up, no matter what happened. On 5th 
October the weather got worse; it blew down all the decora-
tions and soaked the arena. Gurkha faces grew longer. Then 
on the 6th the goddess Durga Devi intervened and saved the 
day by taking the typhoon elsewhere. T h e next catastrophe 
occurred when it was discovered that all the goats had not 
waited for the kukri, but had taken the matter into their own 
hands and quietly died during the night. The buffalo, too, 
had used the storm as cover to make his escape. Parties im-
mediately set off to search the Colony for uncastrated black 
goats, whilst the Military Police put out a drag-net for the 
buffalo. T h e situation was tense; search parties returned empty-
handed and the R.M.P. were having little success. They had 
seen scores of buffaloes, but not the right one. Eventually, in 
the late evening of Kalaratri, the goddess once again smiled and 
restored the situation. Al l went well. The Brigade Review 
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Another picture of the Review 

Artillery, Engineers, Signals and administrative troops was also 
represented. Each group dearly showing the degree of co-
operation which must exist between the different arms and 
services which, all combined, form the Brigade Group. 

T h e whole parade was drawn up in the dark, before the 
spectators assembled. After the arrival of His Excellency the 
Governor, the lights went on to reveal the whole Brigade 
Group silently awaiting inspection. In the rear of the parade 
was the facade of a castle surmounted by two Brigade flags, in 
between which were twelve buglers who sounded the various 
calls during the review. 

After the inspection, during which the Governor and the 
Commander, British Forces, drove round in Land Rovers, 
accompanied by a mounted escort, the Brigade Group drove or 
marched past His Excellency. 

T h e first group past was the Brigade Group Headquarters, 
led by the Brigadier and accompanied by three aircraft from 
the Recce Flight, which flew in formation low over the parade. 
246 Gurkha Signal Squadron was included in this group. W e 
had on parade an armoured one-ton, a Saracen, a rear link 
detachment, a relay vehicle, a line detachment and a S.D.S. 
vehicle and the O.C.'s Rover. 

Following this came the Hill Battle Group, and here again, 
we provided a rear link. After this came the Mobile Battle 
Group and the Armoured Battle Group. 

As the dust and smoke made by the tanks died away, the 
doors of the castle slowly opened to reveal the massed pipe 
bands of 2/6 Gurkha Rifles, 2/7 Gurkha Rifles and Gurkha 
Signals. These three bands, together with the Brigade of 
Gurkhas Staff Band; buglers of 2/2 Gurkha Rifles and the 
trumpeters of 4th Regiment, Royal Artillery, then beat Retreat. 
A t the end of the parade, as the bands re-entered the castle 
and the sound of the pipes died away, four trumpeters sounded 
lights out and so the parade came to a close. 

Down in the Jungle Something Stirred 
or 249 Stiuadron learning about life in ' Vlu ' 

It was a cross between Adventure Training and P.E. Tests 
when Lieutenant Dudley took a party of us into the jungle to 
teach us something about living, moving and fighting in real 
jungle. Some of us had been on " jungle bashes " before and 
most of us had been on exercise so we were not too worried 
about it all—were we in for a surprise! 

We had a briefing on the Saturday before the Course and 
Lieutenant Dudley gave us some tips on what to take, what to 
wear and how to wear it. Right away it became very obvious 
that this was going to be no swan or camping holiday. W e 
also noticed that the way you wear things on parade and the 
way you H A V E to wear them in the jungle were obviously 
quite different. 

On the Monday, we went out to our base camp in the U l u 
Tiram area. This looked quite nice when we arrived with 
plenty of open space on the left of the track. Imagine our 
surprise when Lieutenant Dudley drove us into the thick jungle 
on the right of the track and made us do things properly. As 

DAWSONS 
HATS 

he showed us the art (and it is an art) of putting up a shelter 
which would not drip, leak, or fall down, he found a small 
scorpion which of course encouraged us no e n d ! ! 

T h e first three days were spent on talks by Mr. Dudley on 
how to be comfortable generally. It was amazing how different 
things are when you are doing things properly. When you know 
that everything you need for the next few days has got to be 
carried and yet what you do carry is all you are going to get, 
you become very selective with what you take and very careful 
about what you throw away. I think one of the most important 
lessons learnt was the need for strict control of water. T o o many 
of us just guzzled away when we felt thirsty (which was often) 
then had to beg or go thirsty until the next water was reached. 

Signalman Dobson was told to fetch some dead wood for the 
fire and came back dragging a small tree which he had just 
chopped down. 

Mr. D u d l e y — " N o w Dobson, is that dead?" 
Dobson (flourishing his matchet)—" Oh yes Sir, I 've just 

killed it." 
T h e last two days 

took the form of a trek 
across what turned out 
to be a real b 

• stretch of territory. T h e 
first day was awful as it 
involved crossing a large 
area of swamp. Luckily 
this was fairly dry so 
the main worry was the 
abundance of leeches. 
Lieutenant Dudley told 
us that we would eventu-
ally become quite used to 
them, especially a f t e r 
Signalman H a r r i s o n 
found one on a most em-
barrassing spot. 

Signalman Oragano, 
watching in horrified 
amazement as a leech 
sucked away his life-
blood: " H e r e , have you 
signed your blood donor's 
card?" 

W e were all very 
pleased when a halt was 
called at the end of the 
day. Once the biwies 
were up and the tea on 
the fire, evervone began 
to feel a little more cheer-
ful. _ 

Signalman D a w s o n 
(tellins tales around the 
camp-fire): " Well there 
was the day when I took 
o u t t h i s particular 
bird . . . " 

V o i c e off: " S h e 
couldn't have been very 
particular 1 " 

T h e second day was 
much worse. There were 
a couple of good 
stretches of p r i m a r y 
jungle, but at one stage 
we were making about 
roo vards an hour through 
thick stuff. Harrison was 
m a k i n g verv h e a w 
weather of it and asked 
if he could be left behind. 
Mr. Dudlev told him that 
he would have to be six 
foot under. " A h essence," 
said Harrison. 

About mid-day we came across a party of foreign looking 
soldiers. Lieutenant Dudley came and told us they were Viet-
namese. " I thought we'd come a b long way," gasped one 
shattered member of our party. On we went, much quieter now. 
We could see how the value of all the little " tips " Mr. Dudley 
had been giving us. That evening when we camped, the body 
was lagging way behind the spirit. " A t least," we thought. 

Gret A Garbo Model 

Gabby Hayes Model 
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" . . . tomorrow we will be o u t ! " Once again, when the 
shelters were up and the " b r e w " on, we felt much more 
cheerful. Sergeant Isaac, who had constructed himself such a 
palatial basha, had to abandon it rather hurriedly as a swarm 
of termites threatened to carry him off. 

We set off on the last morning at a fast lick and before we 
really had time to fade we struck the track for which we were 
heading. We had arrived. 

257 $ Q r A » R O N 

Remember this Squadron? This is the one where the qualify-
ing standards for entry are five G.C.E. passes ( " A " level of 
course); not to mention all personnel must have represented 
the Army at two or more sports. 

In spite of this array of talent we have now successfully 
completed our series of exercises for the year. T h e next 
problem our geniuses have to surmount is the Annual Adminis-
trative Inspection, looming blackly a formight away. However, 
that is the future. 

Vis it b y the Representat ive Colonel Cominan-
dent. On 30th October we were visited by the Representative 
Colonel Commandant, Major-General R. J. Moberly, C.B., C.B.E., 
who was accompanied by the C.S.O., Brigadier E. J. C . 
Harrison, O.B.E. On arrival he inspected the Guard of Honour, 
provided by ourselves and our satellite neighbours, 256 Squad-
ron. Afterwards he met the Regimental Commanders of 27th 
and 47th Regiments, Royal Artillery, our two parent Artillery 
Regiments. T h e Colonel Commandant was then shown a joint 
demonstration, showing both Squadrons in the role in which 
they are normally deployed. H e was most impressed with the 
communications provided by both radio relay and H.F. radio. 
After this praise, we thought of making this a University 
Graduate only posting. 

Exerc i se " K ro t t en K o p t . " In early October, 
Lieutenant C . H. D . Cross led a party of our intrepid sports-
men into the wilds of Bavaria. After a 500 mile drive the party 
arrived at the village of Oberau, near the more famous village 
of Oberammegau, scene of the Passion Plays. Oberau was to 
be the base camp for the three-day exercise. From there, with 
a guide, the various teams set out on their tasks. T h e moimtain 
climbs were arduous and steep but the majestic scenery made 
up for aU hardships. T h e first two days were spent in climbing 
and exploring the mountain Krotten Kopf . A t night the party 
were so exhausted by the miles and hours of tramping they 
simply fell into bed. Lieutenant Cross proved his hardiness, 
or foolhardiness, by scorning tentage. He slept in the open 
with only a trailer as a weather break. T h e third day was 
spent breaking camp, and the start on the long journey home-
wards. Arriving at midnight all a^eed it had been a tough, 
exacting and most rewarding experience. 

Staff Sergeant (F. of S.) Walmsley has recently joined us 
from 8th Regiment. He is slowly but surely getting the work-
shop run his way. Our frustrated Technicians! N o longer can 
they kick, curse and hopefully wave a G . C . E . pass at the 
equipments. 

This month we also greeted Sergeant Hunt. His strong point 
must be maths. A t least with the number of roU-calls he has 
it should be. 

National Servicemen are again preparing to leave us, in 
formightly batches. W e should like to record our thanks to 
them and wish them well on the outside. W e congratulate them 
heartily on their departure. 

In July, we bade farewell to Lieutenant P. C. Valder who 
has forsaken us for the gay exhilarating resort of Catterick. 
In September, W.O.II D . C. Erskine left for his native Scotland 
and Staff Sergeant D . N. Eldridge to take up duties as S.S.M. 
in Aden. 

Early this month Captain D . Gittins departed, also for 
Catterick Camp, presumably to keep an eye on the effervescent 
Lieutenant Valder, whom we hear is engaged to be married. 
Congratulations! 

262 S Q U A D R O N 

On 8th December, 1962, this Squadron, which came into 
being on ist September, 1962, began to fulfil its appointed task 
of serving Headquarters, Cyprus District, the new Command 
which has arisen from the ashes of Headquarters, Near East 
Land Forces. 

We are a mixed Squadron, with one-third of our strength 
W.R.A.C. , who very efficiently run our Signal Centre. As our 
commitments are island-wide, we have personnel detached 
from DhekeUa (Squadron H.Q.) at Episkopi and at Mount 
Olympus, the highest point on the island (6,400 feet)—there. 
Sergeant Charlton and his small detachment man the radio 
relay station without which island telephone communications 
would be limited to physical lines. 

Squadron Officers and seniors are as foUows: Major J. L . 
McKellar, O.C., Major (Tfc.) W . J. Thomas, Captain F . Grant, 
Captain E. B. Foster, W.R.A.C. , S.S.M. L . Dathan, S.Q.M.S. 
A. J. Wingate, Staff Sergeants M . Welch, M . Huxley-Duggen 
and R.M.I . Croucher, W.R.A.C. , Sergeants R. C. Brodie, J. 
Gray, J. L . Gwynne, J. A. Dunnett, W . Charlton and A . B. 
Stead, W.R.A.C. 

We have no intention of boring readers with an account of 
our Christmas celebrations, which followed the traditional 
pattern. 

T h e Squadron is the poorer from the departure of Staff 
Sergeants E. Hurnell, D . J. Mortlock, and K . N . Winfield—all 
three Signal Centre Supervisors, and their ladies, who were 
such mainstays of the Wives' C l u b — w e wish all three families 
happy tours in their next postings. Off-setting departures, we 
welcome Staff Sergeants Wingate and Huxley-Duggen and 
Sergeant Gwynne—al l three no strangers to the island, as they 
are inter-unit postings. 

In the world of sport, our W.R.A.C. members are having 
considerable success in the island-wide NetbaU League, having 
suffered, to date, only one defeat. T h e less said about the 
Squadron football team's successes the better—they are non-
existent ! 

However, success (or defeats) do not truly reflect the spirit 
and hard work of the team. T h e Basketball League has just 
commenced; we lost our only match to date, but this was 
against very strong opposition. Our greatest success to date 
has been with the Squadron cross-country team who, on 
their first occasion ruiming as a team, won decisively the 
Inter-Island Minor Units' Championship Cup—^we hope this 
bodes well for future engagements, particularly in the forth-
coming C.S.O., Cyprus, Championship Squadron n m . 

CYPRUS MINOR UNITS CROSS COUNTRY CHAMPIONS 

Front row, left to right: Lance-Corporal Freeman, Lance-Corporal 
Chick, Signalman Smith, Signalman Deaking 

Back row, left to right: Signalman Hopewell, Signalman Grainger, 
Corporal Grotier, Sergeant Brodie 
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S T A M P COIXECTORS 
THE JUNIOR LEADERS REGIMETVT has restarted 

Its Philatelist Club and wlU be most grateful to 
receive stamps from all Regiments, Squadrons, 
Detachments serving overseas. 

Amateur radio enthusiasts receive many QSL cards 
with foreign stamps. 

Envelopes containing stamps to please be addressed: 
Philatelist Club, Junior Leaders Regiment, Royal 
Signals, Denbury Camp, Newton Abbot, South Devon. 

CORPS C R E S T E D A S H T R A Y 

Available from Royal Signals Association. 

Plain glass, 4iin. square, Corps Crest, in gold. 

Price 4s. 6d., including postage. 

Suitable especially for souvenir gifts and for 
personal use. 

ROYAL SIGNALS BAND 
GRAMOPHONE RECORD 

Side 1 is devoted to music for Ceremonial 
Parades. 

Side 2 contains music for guest nights and 
other occasions. 

This record is what everyone has been asking 
for for so long. 

The coloured sleeve in which the record is 
packed has photographs of the Band and a 

full description of the music. 
It is available, cash with order, from Royal 

Signals Association : 
Price — by post 30/-

counter sale ... 27/-

Civilian addresses outside the Commonwealth will be 
asked to pay a little extra for postage. 
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H:m TROOP 

in 
GREE0JE 

I. " W h e r e are the I 7 7 r s ? " our O . C . Captain P. E. Riding. 2. Signalman Jones " u p the pole." 3. The exchange, Corporal Hughes, Signal-
man Thorburn and one of our G r e e k friends. 4. O u r camp after rain! 5. Af ter the floods, R-L, Sergeant " D r a c u l a r " Williams, Signalman 
Pottinger, Corporal Hughes, Signalmen Campbell and Jones and our country cousin, Lance-Corporal D r e w . 

Who the are 638 Troop? This question has been 
asked so many times that, for the peace of the rest of the 
British Army, it is, I hope, now being answered. 

638 is only a Troop, not a Regiment as several of our well-
known daily newspapers would have us believe, and is com-
manded by a mere Captain (my humblest apologies Captain 
Riding); no Majors or Colonels for us, I'm afraid. 

We are situated at R.A.F. Odiham, and provide H.Q No. 38 
Group R.A.F. with its land line communications when deployed 
in the field. The Troop was officially formed at Blandford 
under the watchful eye of H.Q. A.E.R. Royal Signals. Really 
we are a glorified Wing Signal Troop, but consider ourselves 
unique, being the only Air Formation Troop in U.K. In fact, 
we think we are the only Independent Air Formation Troop in 
the Regular Forces. 

Before moving down here from Blandford we had already 
chalked up one exercise, " Falltrap," in North Greece. For this 
exercise one detachment, nearly the whole. Troop at that time, 
consisting of Sergeant Williams, Corporal Hughes, Lance-
Corporals Bartrum and Drew, and Signalmen Campbell, Jones, 
Pottinger, Thorburn, aided and abetted from time to time by 
Captain Riding, installed, maintained and recovered lines for 
four switchboards over a period of two months, covering nearly 
two hundred miles over Greek Signals, local P. & T. and Radio 

Relay systems. During most of our stay our Technician, Lance-
Corporal Drew, had to work with the Greek Air Force Tech-
nicians to maintain the circuits. " It's all Greek to me " is not 
considered funny any more. In fact, our opposite numbers 
could not have been more helpful. 

At the other end of one of our circuits, 216 Squadron helped 
us during our teething stages. 

For the Troop this was really a baptism of fire and water, 
for as well as normal line faults, the detachment had to combat 
lires, lit by the local farmers to clear their fields of stubble but 
always ending up in the wrong place—burning our cable. The 
water came from a deluge that swamped the camp in five hours 
during one night. 

Since Greece we have taken part in two other exercises, 
" Winged Coachman," where we had two detachments in action, 
one in Northern Ireland at the Airhead 51 Brigade, the other 
at Force H.Q. on loan to Charlie Troop 3 H.Q. and Signal 
Regiment. T^e other exercise was " Cross-Channel "; here we 
provided a small rear detachment in U.K. 

Now whilst there is a lull in the "f ighting" the O.C. has 
decided that we must all be " proficient soldiers," so we are 
engaged in various programmes of weapon training, N.B.C., 
and other interesting(?) subjects. Oh, for Pete's sake enough! ! ! 
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6 0 5 T l t O O P 
New Year is traditionally a time for re-thinking. Gazing 

across the Antarctic-like waste of the square at Beavers Lane 
Camp and thinking backwards and forwards, the motif of these 
notes crystallises. 

Civilianisation: No apology is made for referring to this 
subject in a Service Magazine, for in this Troop civilians out-
number soldiers by two to one. Civilianisation is here to stay, 
and increasing in importance, and no longer can a Commanding 
Officer concentrate solely on his soldiery and regard civilian 
staff as a minor and self-sufficient source of assistance. The 
Army in U.K., certainly in static units, is rapidly becoming 
a civilian arm, not only in numbers but in power. An idle 
thought is to wonder if and when the post of C.I.G.S. will be 
civilianised. This whimsical train of thought (or is it?) is 
brought into focus by recent struggles to master the intricacies 
of conditions of service, pay, overtime, duty rosters, etc., con-
sequent on the change of status of civilian telephone switch-
board operators from industrial to non-industrial. Lieutenant 
B. W. Giller has just managed to preserve his sanity whilst 
doing sterling research work in these matters. 

In contrast to the civilian picture, the Troop was featured 
in a Sunday paper for overworking the soldiers, an inevitable 
result of too few soldiers committed to too much work. At 
least the taxpayer can feel he is getting value for money, as 
far as Royal Signals is concerned. Notable events worth re-
cording in the autumn quarter are: 

i i th, i2th, 13th October, Army Motor Cycle Trials: Control 
net established and manned by Lieutenant B. W. Giller, Sergeant 
J. Spiers, Sergeant A. Todd, Corporal I. Holmes, Lance-
Corporal G. A. Savage, Lance-Corporal R. Coules, Lance-
Corporal A. J. Reid, Signalman G. A. Hargreaves, Signalman 
R. P. Smith. 

30th October, State Opening of Parliament: Saluting Battery 
Timing net established for King's Troop, R.H.A.; manned by 
Captain W. Farmery, Staff Sergeant A. T. Holmes, Corporal 
H. P. Allen, Corporal P. M. Warren. 

2nd November, Regimental Signallers Classification 2nd Bn. 
Grenadier Guards, Caterham : 22 Signallers were tested. This 
required a major effort of two officers and three Senior N.C.O.s 
from the small resources of this Troop. 

n t h November, Remembrance Sunday: Timing net manned 
by line and radio between Big Ben, Home Office and Horse 
Guards (Minute Gun). Manned by Lieutenant B. W. Giller, 
Staff Sergeant A. .T. Cowe, Sergeant A. Todd, Sergeant J. 
Spiers, Corporal I. Holmes, Lance-Corporal G. A. Savage. 

On the lighter side, a visit to Watneys' Brewery was very much 
enjoyed on 13th December, and the usual Christmas jollifica-
tions were held in the following days, including a most enjoy-
able children's Christmas party in conjunction with 238 Squad-
ron (who did most of the work). This Troop provided Father 
Christmas. 

We were lucky to be granted £35 from District Welfare re-
sources to purchase two canoes. The kits have arrived, and 
our handyman, Corporal H. P. Allen, is about to exercise his 
skill in assembling them. We look forward to pleasant hours on 
the Thames at Laleham later in the year. 

Congratulations are offered to Mr. J. H. Mead, our Super-
visor at Woolwich exchange on the award of the Imperial 
Service Medal for 41 years' service. The medal was presented 
to Mr. Mead on 21st December, by Brigadier C. C. Carthwaite, 
M.B.E., A.D.C., Garrison Commander, Woolwich, at a pleasant 
pre-Christmas Garrison H.Q. staff party, at which all the 
switchboard staff were present. 

R. SPENCE & Co., LTD. 
IRONMONGERS 

Telephone 2171/2 R I C H M O N D EjUblished 1788 

H A R D W A R E FOR C A M P M A I N T E N A N C E 

L A W N M O W E R S A N D G A R D E N T O O L S 

E L E C T R I C W A S H I N G M A C H I N E S A N D C L E A N E R S 

B E D S T E A D S A N D INTERIOR S P R I N G MATTRESSES 

P R A M S A N D C Y C L E S - G L A S S A N D C H I N A 
• 

C A L O R G A S A G E N T S 

•S'S S P E C I A L A l l ! S E K V I C E I I E O I M E N T 
S I G N A L T R O O P 

If 1962 was not a leap year, then members of this Unit 
would like to know what constitutes one. 

January, 1962, was a paradise for the rumour-monger. 
Finally, in mid-January, the Regiment started to move to 
Malaya for a three-month period of jungle training. R.H.Q. 
was located at Grik, in North Malaya. Immediately on arrival, 
the " Old Hands" started to reminisce and conversation such 
as: "Just like '52, Taff." " T h a t tree's grown since last time. 
Chippy." " Look, buildings; not tents." 

The following day troops entered the jungle. Hardly a com-
ment was raised on the fact that less than 72 hours previously, 
some personnel had been ski-training in North Scotland. 

All Signal Troop personnel carried out jungle training, and 
almost half the Troop served in a Squadron for the two and-
a-half months' training operation. After a week's leave in 
Singapore, the Regiment emplaned for U.K. The odds were 
too great for all 'planes to successfully pass through El Adem. 
Consequently, one Britannia load spent a pleasant 48 hours 
at El Adem transit camp—a site sought after by a Mr. B. 
Butlin for development as a Iwliday camp? 

In May, the advance party lett by road for Denmark, where 
the Regiment held its annual exercise in June against the 
Danish Home Guard and Territorial Army. After the exercise 
there was a visit to a Carlsberg factory; at the conclusion 
of the visit, the brewery offered liquid refreshment—gratefully 
accepted. The rear party returned to U.K. after a few days' 
leave in B A.O.R., to discover that the advance party had left 
for Aden on 20th June. 

" And Aden, like a burnt-out barrack stove." How true was 
that description by Kipling. 

Aden has, of course, expanded recently, large modern build-
ings house families, whilst single accommodation still con-
sists of temporary wooden huts. The advance party had three 
weeks to prepare for the arrival of the Regiment, plus " C " 
Squadron, Rhodesian Special Air Service. July was taken up 
with a three-week exercise in the Aden Protectorate. The 
Regiment operated Land Rovers of vintage years—all of which 
were returned more (or less) intact to Ordnance. All agreed that 
the period was not long enough; however, the decision was 
not ours. 

On 29th July, key Signal personnel were flown back to U.K. 
preparatory to joining the balance of the Regiment in U.S.A. 

The base for the Regiment was Fort Bragg, North Carolina. 
Fort Bragg is the " Home of the Airborne," and of Special 
Forces. Soon we felt at home amidst S.T.R.A.C. ("Skilled, 
Tough, Ready Around the Clock"). For the first week we 
were viewed with great suspicion, as the famous statue of the 
American Paratrooper—the finest fighting man in the world— 
had been painted yellow the day after our arrival. However, 
fortunately, the real culprits—Reservists recalled for the Berlin 
crisis—were found and suitably punished. 

In August, we took part in Exercise " Swift Strike II," which 
involved two complete Corps and covered much of North and 
South Carolina. During the exercise, a complete Infantry 
Division was airlifted in and out of the area. 

The next e.xercise took place in West Virginia, and under 
command of the Regiment were units of loi Airborne Division, 
plus air support. Divisional Recce Platoons, and " Troop Carry-
ing " Heilicopters. The S i^al plan was, to, say the least, 
complicated. In West Virginia, publicity, which had always 
been keen, reached its highest peak. Captain I. R. D. Shapter, 
who was in the first aircraft to land in West Virginia, was met 
by the press and photographed raising the Union Jack. 

This is the first time the Union Jack has flown in West 
Virginia since the British left around 1776. Sergeant Whalley, 
who, besides being a Signals Technician, was also acting as 
Administrative N.C O., had the novel experience of taking the 
Unit Laundry 30 miles by helicopter—" Oh to be air-minded." 

Here, in West Virginia, the authorities asked for two impartial 
judges for its Labour Day beauty contest—Signal Troop pro-
vided both—lucky devils. 

The exercise concluded with a mammoth barbecue given by 
the Governor of West Virginia. " Never has so much been 
eateri by so many in such a short time." 

The third and final exercise was held in the Smoky Moun-
tains of North Carolina, Kentucky and Tennesee. In these 
parts of America all in uniform are viewed with great suspicion 
and every Hill Billy farmer has an illicit still. However, once 
soldiers could give their identity, many a drop was drunk in 
the interests of Anglo-American relations. The hard drinkers 
declared " Moon Shine " was a cross between " Avo Fuel" and 
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" Anti-Freeze "—certainly it thawed out the coldest. 
The first week of October was spent training in Florida; 

there training was relaxed and all members of the Troop be-
came proficient water-ski and Scuba experts. Whilst in Florida, 
a visit was organised to Marine Land to see the performing 
dolphins. 

In mid-October, those personnel who wished, were allowed 
to go to Washington for a week's leave. It was the general 
opinion of all those who went that Washington is one of the 
cleanest and most attractive cities in the world. Due to the 
seat of the government being in Washington, the female popula-
tion exced^ the male, a point which had not escaped the 
notice of the Regiment's planners. 

For the last week of the visit there were rehearsals for the 
farewell parade, sky-diving and farewell parties. On the return 
flight, due to bad weather over the Atlantic, there was a 36-hour 
delay in Newfoundland. 

When stranded in Newfoundland, and after the initial shock 
of leaving U.S.A., there was time to consider the experiences 
gained in a three-month visit to America. In no particular 
order, they can be summed up as follows. The generosity and 
good-heartedness of both the military and civilian population 
can never be equalled anywhere else in the world. All ranks 
were taken right to the hearts of all Americans they met. It 
was indeed slightly embarrassing to be asked the reasons behind 
the " Americans go Home " smear that appears among the more 
unpleasant sections of the U.K. population. 

Sir Winston Churchill everywhere is spoken of as " the Man 
of the Century." The Royal Family was held in very high 
regard and given good publicity in the American press. On 
the military side, the American Army Signal Corps has many 
of the same problems as Royal Signals, at all levels. 

Lastly, the Civil War ended only recently and we were con-
stantly told " To save our Confederate money, the South will 
rise again." 

Whilst part of the Regiment have been in America, the 
Aden contingent, after returning, had moved to B.A.O.R. for 
the autumn exercises, so it was not until a couple of days 
before the Administrative Inspection that the Regiment was re-
united, back at Hereford. 

And so to Christmas, with its block leave and a chance to 
contemplate what 1963 will bring. 

The emphasis within the Troop has now swung in favour 
of the married element; this year we have seen the following 
walk up the aisle: " T a f f " Bartlett, Jim Charles, " Spud" 
Murphey, " Geordie" Shipley and " Paddy" Moore. 

" Bomber " Brown and " Windy " Gale have joined the Troop 
on transfer from the D.C.L.I. and R.A. respectively. 

S.Q.M.S. Jeynes has returned to his first love; he was one 
of the founder members of the S.A.S. in North Africa in 1941. 

With all the events of the last year rushing by like a river in 
flood, one person has stood firm; the " Rock " has been S.S.M. 
Stephenson who has, he so often states, seen it all happen 
before, and " everything will be all right on the day." 

No writing is complete without a word concerning Captain 
Jerry Hopkins, our Q.M.; no man ever had more problems than 
Jerry. At one stage, signal kit, plus Regimental stores and 
personnel were located in three continenents—this must be a 
record. With all these problems, Jerry still continues to give 
first class aid, advice and assistance. 

The Regiment is still looking for " GOOD MEN " who want to 

get away from a hum-drum life, so if you are the MAN, com-
plete A.C I. 124 of 1959. 

Regret that this is the end, but the movement order for 
our next move has just arrived: Winter warfare and ski-train-
ing with the ist German Mountain Division in Bavaria. 

A.E.R. and LA. 
n s t h R E G I M E N T A . E . H . 

After nearly a year of doubts as to where our 1962 annual 
camp would take place it was with very mixed feeling that we 
heard that Crowborough had been decided upon. Some of us 
had already visited the site in May when 42nd Regiment was 
there and were most impressed by the facilities it offered. 
However, our earlier optimism was soon dispelled when it was 
discovered that for the T.A. the camping season finished on 
7th September whereas our camp was due to start on i6th 
September! We were also informed that all the civilian staff 
would be released prior to the start of our camp and we would 
be expected to fend for ourselves. (Our Administrative staff 
consisted of one field Signalman.) Some hasty discussions on 
site enabled successful representation to be made to retain the 
civilian camp staff until the end of our camp and it was 
fortunate that Crowborough was close to London as apart 
from one official pre-camp recce there was a regular flow of 
visitors from the Regiment to the resident R.Q.M.S. (Mr. 
Sharpe) to tie up the many loose ends that existed. 

The main body moved in on i6th September preceded by a 
larger than normal advance party. Unfortunately we were 
overwhelmed at the start by the presence in camp of a T.A. 
R.A.S.C. Regiment obviously well up to establishment and a 
most impressive body of men. However, they departed after 
lunch which then gave us the freedom of this very well 
organised camp. 

At the beginning of the first week we availed ourselves of 
the excellent training facilities existing at Crowborough. All 
the usual V.H.F. radio and line carrier equipment was avail-
able for us to use, but the arrival of a DII overshadowed all 
else and we were very pleased to have the opportunity of 
getting to know this admirable equipment. As well as giving 
plenty of instruction on the DII the (attached) regular N.C.O.s 
were able to lecture to us most ably on voice procedure, a 
subject which appears to need constant revision, as most 
exercises go to show. 

We were fortunate to have fine weather for our range day 
at Steyning Ranges, and it is a pity that the facilities this 
excellent range afforded did not assist us in producing a Fane 
Cup team. A miniature range was later discovered in the 
camp, which was put to good use, with rifles borrowed from 
the Intelligence Corps at Maresfield. This was so successful 
that it is anticipated that we shall indulge in a great deal 
more of this in the future. 

After suffering the rigours of instruction on line equipment, 
the linemen came into their own when one day was set aside 
for a line-laying competition in the residential area of Crow-
borough; again another fine day was forthcoming, resulting 
in a most successful and enjoyable exercise. After some de-
liberation by the judges. Captain Young's team was declared 
the winners by a very close margin. The fact that no com-
plaints were registered by the residents, known to include several 
retired Service officers, speaks highly of the standard of con-
struction achieved. 

A very instructive afternoon was spent at the Signal Wing of 
the School of Military Engineering, Chatham, where we were 
introduced to several items of new signal equipment which 
we had only heard of previously. A visit to the R.E. Museum 
made a fitting conclusion to the day. It is hoped to arrange 
further visits to Signal Wings of other Arms of the Service, 
if this can be included at future camps. 

Our Medical Officer, Captain Young, was fortunate in having 
access to a very lavishly-equipped M.I. Room, complete with 
an R.A.M.C. orderly. He will probably never see another 
like this again. Needless to say, the M.I. Centre was put to 
excellent use for Pulheems and Medical Boards, the only draw-
back being that the M.I. Room was situated at the bottom 
of a fairly long, steep slope, which spelt disaster to more than 
one visitor, but luckily treatment was readily available. On 
recovery, the reason for which the original visit was made by 
the patient could be ascertained! 
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As we were reduced in numbers at week-ends, due to 
participation in Exercise " Fallex," our social functions were 
limited to the mid-week. A very successful Officers', Warrant 
Officers' and Sergeants' combined dinner was held in the 
Sergeants' Mess at the beginning of the first week, and it is 
hoped to make this a regular feature in the future, preferably 
held in the early part of camp. Later that week an unusual 
" guest night" was held, when both officjrs and other ranks 
were invited . from the W.R.A.C. Depot at Hobbs Barracks, 
Lingfield, for an evening's entertainment in both messes. This 
again was a great success and resulted in the invitation of both 
the Commanding Officer and Second-in-Command to a passing-
out parade at the W.R.A.C. Depot. Unfortunately, this was 
completely marred by a very wet afternoon, but being enter-
tained in the Mess afterwards amply compensated for their 
earlier disappointment. 

An Offic;rs' Mess guest night was held on the second 
Thursday of camp, which allowed our officers to be present, 

but at the same time, unfortunately, prevented some of our 
distant travelling guests being present. The chief guests were 
Brigadier E. C. R. Blaker, C.S.O , Eastern Command, and our 
Honorary Colonel, R. R. C. Rankin. This being the first 
guest night of the reorganised Regiment, we found our-
selves desperately short of silver, but luckily, the Intelli-
gence Corps came to our rescue by lending us some of their 
finest silver. 

Looking back, this could be regarded as a very satisfactory 
camp, with good training coupled with excellent recreational 
facilities, which completely allayed our earlier fears of being 
left out in the blue. A good deal of the success of the camp 
can be attributed to the excellent measure of co-operation we 
received from local units. Not only was their help welcome, 
it was absolutely essential. 

i)2nil IIIHXaMEI^'T ( A . K . l l . ) 

Congratulations to the 92nd Regiment (A.E.R.) on coming 
third out of over too clubs who entered for the Inter-clubs 
Radio contest organised by Short Wave Magazine. 

This is the first time that a Regimental Club has entered 
and that a Scottish Club has taken such a high place. 

The successful operator behind this was none other than 
Lieutenant-Colonel W. Robertson, of Forfar—the Commanding 
Officer! 

-I71I1 R E G I M E N T ( T , A . ) 
M i n m . E * < E X Y E O M A l V l i V 

( T l u ' » u k c of C a m b r i d g e - s IIuXNarN) 

S o c i a l A«'l . ivitv. Christmas! The peak of the year's 
social activity. 

The Regimental Dance and Prizegiving, held on 15th 
December, was truly the social success of the season, when, 
to the music of our own band—" we could have danced all 
night!" 

Kindly presenting the trophies to worthy winners, was Mrs. 
Beazley, wife of our Commanding Officer. 

At a reception given by the officers, prior to the Regimental 
Dan'-e. we were delighted to welcome, amongst many other 
friends of the Regiment, the Mayors of Chelsea and Uxbridge 
with their Mayoresses. 

The annual children's party, given in January, proved even 
more popular than last year, with the attendance of 120 child-
ren, plus a large number of parents. 

Tea, a film show, followed by a present from Father Christ-
mas (S.S.M. H. Wylie) and finally a bag of sweets on leaving, 
wound up an event, which in terms of energy and initiative 
alone, was memorable, and a credit to the principal organisers. 
Captain F. Ruthven and S.S.M. D. A. H. Alexander, B.E.M. 

" C " Squadron's annual dinner and dance at their Squadron 
Headquarters, at Uxbridge, was another outstanding social 
event, with over 150 persons present, including the Mayor and 
Town Clerk of Uxbridge.—Well done! to Captain G. H. Isted 
and his Squadron Social Committee. 

The Middlesex Yeomanry Officers' Dining Club held a 
dinner at the Cavalry Club in November, at which there was 
a large gathering of officers past and present. 

Mi . s i n i l a c . Our abbreviation for Miscellaneous Military 
Activity. The Inter - Squadron Development Competitions, 
1962, were the highlight of the period under review, culminating 

S.5.1*1. H. W y l i e receiving the c o n g r a t u U t i o n s of t h e C o m m a n d i n g 
O f f i c e r and Mrs. Simon Beazley, on receiv ing an award at the 

Regimental Prizegiving 

in the presentation of Trophies and Certificates of Merit at 
the Regimental Dance and Prizegiving in December. 

With 22 trophies to compete for, there was incentive for all 
and competition was great. 

Trophies and winners included: 
The Victory Shield, for Operational Efficiency, " C " Squad-

ron. Sale Efficiency Cup, for most efficient Squadron, " C " 
Squadron. The Cobb Cup, " C " Squadron. Troop Challenge 
Cup, most efficient Troop, T.M. Troop. Progress Cup, 725 
Radio Relay Troop. Lafone Cup, most efficient soldier in the 
Regiment below the rank of Sergeant, Corporal B. L. Heartfield. 

The Territorial Efficiency Medal awarded to Sergeant G. 
Hayes and a c'.asp to the Territorial Efficiency Medal, awarded 
to S.S.M. H. Wylie, were further achievements in this period, 
in which the whole Regiment takes pride. 

Meritorious Service Certificates, awarded for the first time 
by the County of London T.A. Association for long and 
distinguished servce, were won by R.Q.M S. J. Clark, R.Q.M.S. 
D. Hall, Staff Sergeant G. Gray and Sergeant L. Day, who 
received their awards from Field Marshal Earl Alexander of 
Tunis, at a ceremony held at County of London T.A. Head-
quarters, at the end of November. 

The Remembrance Day Parade, at Northwood, Middlesex, 
was memorable, not only for its size, but the fact that this 
Combined Services parade was commanded by Major E. A. 
Scarlett, B.E.M. (" C " Squadron) and led by the Regimental 
Band. 

The Regimental Band notches another achievement, in gain-
ing fourth place at the recent Berkshire and Neighbouring 
Counties Band Contest—to say nothing of the congratulatory 
letter received from the Borough of Wanstead and Woodford, 
at whose Silver Jubilee Celebrations the Band played. 

The Administrative element of our Regimental Development 
Programme (comprising three development elements, technical 
administrative and human) continues apace, with the first 
phase of the Commanding Officer's " Administration Re-
organisation Plan" almost complete, this principally involved 
reallocation of office accommodation at R.H.Q., with a review 
of functions, services and systems just starting—all tying in 
with the structural alterations and redecoration that is currently 
taking place at R H.Q. (Chelsea). 

To the forcefulness of Captain F. Ruthven goes the credit 
for the modernisation and redecoration of our somewhat out-
moded theatre stage in the drill hall. 

Another phase of Administrative Development is an A N / T R C 
link between " A " Squadron (Chelsea) and " B " Squadron 
(Putney) working teleprinter for the passage of administrative 
traffic between R.H.Q. departments at Chelsea and the " Q " 
and technical services located at Putney. A considerable in-
crease in efficiency is expected when the link is permanently 
established. 

I>«^rsoii:il r o l n i u i i . Welcome to Captain N. Pilkington, 
who has joined us as our P.S.O., in place of Captain F. Enright. 
To Lieutenant-Colonel L. C. Udell, M.B.E., who, in a civilian 
capacity returns to the Regiment as Mess Secretary to the 
Officers' Mess, replacing Captain J. Anderson, who has served 
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the Mess so well in addition to his duties as Unit Paymaster. 
Speaking of one who virtually recreated our Mess, all officers, 
past and present, will echo the words of the C.O., when he said 
of Captain Anderson, that any thanks for his tireless efforts 
over the years, would not be thanks enough! To Major V. 
D. Maguire, T.D., who, in a civilian capacity, returns to the 
Regiment as Honorary Curator of the Regimental Museum, 
his kind offer to assume this post was most gratefully received. 

Goodbye and good luck to Signalman Brooker of " C " 
Squadron (Uxbridge) who leaves us to join the Regular Army. 
His has been the sort of progress we are proud of—from 
membership of our Cadet Squadron, to " C " Squadron, and 
now to Royal Signals, Regular Army. 

Congratulations on their recent appointments and promo-
tions to Sergeant, Corporal D. T. Harris; to Corporal, Lance-
Corporals D. S. Bloodworth, M. F. Brown and B. L. Heathfield; 
to Lance-Corporal, Signalmen G. Dumbleton and Parrish. 

r.2nii (i.4>\va.A:\'») itg<:oiM0<:xT ( T . A . ) 
Now that the full horror of the festive season has been 

perpetrated, we can look back at leisure on what has been an 
excessiv: ely active period for the Regiment. Virtually before 
the end of a superbly successful annual camp, at Blandford, 
plans were afoot for the C.D. exercise in September, 1962, 
and on this occasion, the anticipation enjoyed over the ensuing 
two months was more than matched by the realisation during 
the exercise that we were an integral part of a vast organisation, 
and the interest and enthusiasm engendered, together with 
the message content, proved to be realistically war-like. 

In addition to our normal training, week-end courses, audit 
boards, parades and visitations, we ran a highly successful 
recruiting campaign, and interest has been infused into the 
training by our new members, both military and W.R.A.C. 
The old hands buckle to and when on occasion showing-off is 
manifested by a smarter turn-out, the atmosphere of a drill 
night or training Sunday is stimulated and enhanced. A 
Recruits' Course, under the aegis of R.S.M. Mullin, was success-
fully concluded just prior to Christmas, and the cup for the 
best recruit, with universal approval, was awarded to a member 
of the W.R.A.C., Recruit Edwards. 

Festivity was epidemic from mid-December until well after 
close-down. Both the Warrant Officers' and Sergeants' Messes 
held dinner-dances—acclaimed as " the best yet." i Squadron 
dance, the all ranks' dance and the children's party (at which 
Santa Claus appeared from an elegant paper chimney) were 
enjoyed alike by the young and the ageless of all strata. 

With vigour a little renewed, we look forward now to re-
commencement in February and to the accompaniment of 
the rather weary bells of Twelfth Night peeling out across the 
^nowslopes of Mary hill, we cry: " Come all ye faithful"— 
always in the hope that the not-so-faithful will also turn up, 
encouraged, perhaps, by the success stories of the past four 
months. 

» K K i a M F . x T ( T . A . I 
Come December the Regiment begins to falter in its stride, 

its eyes wandering from the righteous path of training to 
much gayer prospects. The Officers' Mess Christmas party, 
increasingly a warm, informal affair, is now only a pleasant 
memory, and the P.M.C., Major J. L. Butler, R.A.M.C., is now 
prescribing the treatment if not the " medicines," for the 
imminent cocktail party, an event in which the Mess seems 
diminutive and the Arms Park scarcely large enough. The 
.Mess functions are invariably successful, but their organisation 
has the " do-^it-yourself" touch of the able amateur. 

The professional touch is much more evident in the Warrant 
Officers' and Sergeants' Mess, where, apart from the usual 
Christmas activities, R.S.M. W. E. Howley, who has the knack 
for these things, organised a very successful New Year's Eve 
dance and sumptuous grand prize draw. Near Arotic con-
ditions deterred none but the very faint-hearted. In the same 
week, too, he organised the Regional Seat of Government, 
I , 2 and H.Q. Squadrons' Christmas party at the Park Street 
T.A. Centre. Each year we wonder whether there is much 
point in continuing these parties, but the children's lobby gets 
to work and it is overpowering. More than a hundred of them 
found their way through the snow and ice, with the words of 
the relevant carol ringing in their ears, and were entertained 
right royally. Perhaps they were a litde disconcerted to find 
no Father Christmas—it was, after all, the 5 th of January—but 
his place was taken by Staff Sergeant P. A. Evans, another 
member of our Regular staff, who looked extremely sweet in 

pierrct dress and make-up, but des.troyed the illusion with the 
ineradicable overtones of the parade ground voice. 

And so the festive season ended, rounded off by a Christmas 
card addressed to the Second-in-Command from an old 
Adjutant of the Regiment, Major G. W. A. Cathcart, who now 
commands the Armed Forces Signal Squadron in Malaya and 
whose Christmas must surely have been warmer than ours. 
This column seems to be an admirable place to send him and 
his family best wishes from all his old friends in the Regiment. 

Away in a corner, the Cambrian Marchers are rubbing 
anticipatory dubbin into their boots, while elsewhere the Regi-
mental hockey team, ten men and one bewildered girl, prepare 
for the semi-final in the Divisional Championship. The Train-
ing Major, Major E. G. Watkeys, provides much of the impetus 
behind—and in—the team, but is not above enticing new 
Officer Cadets into the Regiment via the hockey pitch. Recruit-
ment of these proceeds apace, and the average age in the Mess 
is dropping so fast that portly Majors may be seen twisting, 
dance-wise, on appropriate occasions. 

Recruitment, otherwise, is steady, a gradual flow instead of 
the sudden spurts of a few years ago. The greatest increase 
has been in the W.R.A.C. element of 3 Squadron at Newport, 
in which Captain M. Collins, W.R.A.C., provides the motive 
force. Her Regimental Fund has been the first to benefit from 
P.R.I.'s Recruiting Incentive Scheme. This Squadron provides 
the bulk of our Signal Centre Staffs, at present, and despite 
being very " new soldiers," they do the job very well, with 
tremendous enthusiasm. 

During January we were visited by the C.S.O., Western Com-
mand, Colonel G. H. Starr. The faces he saw were probably 
more brightly shining than usual, because his visit coincided 
with " pay-night," but, presumably, he saw beneath the surface 
adequately enough to leave us, as he did, with easier consciences. 

Our " Ham " Station, call sign GW 3 NWQ has been some-
what quiet of late, principally because its " proprietor," the 
P.S I. of I Squadron, has been involved elsewhere. However, 
his Regular Army colleagues on other " Ham " stations should 
soon be hearing again the characteristic " key " of W.O.II M. 
J. Caplan. 

The Brigade Squadrons at Newport and Swansea return to 
the Regimental fold for the next two years, having had their 
Brigade Camps in 1962. This is not altogether to their liking. 
They like to retain the mystique of the old Divisional set-up 
and to remain aloof from this " new-fangled Division/District 
Stuff." 

345 Squadron, at Swansea, will shortly, and regretably, be 
losing its Commander, Major R. A. Taylor. He has had a 
long and varied career in wartime and T.A. Signals, but now 
his personal and T.A. commitments can no longer be reconciled. 

In five all-too-brief months, the Regiment, including the re-
luctant Brigade Signal Squadrons, will be making annual camp 
at Folkestone, and presumably our next notes for THE WIRI; 
will indicate the growing urgency. 

W E L F A R E 

SECT EON 
Below, an attempt is made to describe, with suitable 
anonymity, six cases taken from the Welfare Section 
files concluded during the fiirst week in January', 1963. 
Also, on the next page, is a simple statement of income, 

and expenditure for November and December, 1962. 

SIGNALMAN, 1941-43.—Badly disabled and needs constant attention 
from his wife. The Association provided a Christmas grant to help with 
food and heating and received a grateful letter of thanks. 

DRIVER, 1946-48.—Disabled and unable to work. Finds life a constant 
struggle. The Association were able to help at Christmas with a grant 
for the purchase of comforts. The recipient writes: " You have certainly 
made our Christmas a happy one, and I can't find the nicest words to 
say. 

SIGNALMAN, 1937-46.—Suffers from constant bad health and has difB-
culty in working. Association funds helped to provide clothing and 
bedding. The recipient writes: " I will never forget my old Regiment, 
the Royal Signals—they are the finest in the world." 

SIGNALMAN, 1947-49.—Unemployed, and owing to an ailment can only 
imdertaVe light work. Has a large family to support. The Association 
paid oft rent and hire purchase arrears. 

WIDOW OF SIGNALMAN, 1941-46.—Has a long struggle keeping a 
family of children going. The Association has been helping for several 
years, and once again, at Christmas, sent a parcel of toys for the 
children, which was much appreciated. 

SIGNALMAN, 1941-52.—^Discharged medically, and has suffered from ill 
health for a long period and unable to work. The Association has 
helped on a number of occasions with parcels and grants, and once 
again, at Christmas, a sum was provided to bring a little cheer to 
parents and children. 
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Royal Signals Association and Benevolent Fund 
The following subscriptions and donations were most gratefully received 

during November and December, 1962: 

School of Signals 
8th Regiment 
8th Regiment 
8th Regiment 
n t h Regiment (Depot) 
24th Regiment (Warrant Officers' and Sergeants' Mess) 
Army Apprentices' School 
3rd Regiment ' 
14th Regiment (3 Squadron) 
216 Squadron 
Junior Leaders Regiment 
209 Squadron 
304 Squadron 
6ist Regiment (T.A.) 
66th Regiment (T.A.) 
I St Regiment 
2nd Regiment (Proceeds of Fete) 
21 St Regiment 
211 Squadron (Mrs. S. Trow) 
256 Squadron 
C.A.F.S.O. Branch, H.Q., F .E.A.F 
18th Regiment (includes 237 & 249 Squadrons and Signal 

Training Centre, F.E.) 
230 Squadron 
261 Squadron 
Croydon & District Branch 
North London Branch (Christmas donation) 
P. C. MacDonald 
F. Veness 
J. R. Baxter 
J. T . Dwyer 
A. McMinn 
W. I. WilUams 
Mrs. E. Barker 
G . B. Hollings 
R. Grieve 
G . Gregory 
N. L . Robertson 
A. E. Lee 
M . Simmonds 
C . A. Burgess 
R. Weir 
C . E. Ware 
Victor Brown (Gosberton) Ltd. (Christmas donation) 
F. C . Wilson 
Captain D . T . Hunneyball (Proceeds of draw at Victory Club) 
Anon 
E. C . Partridge 
T . Angel 
J. E. Dyson 
E. E. S. Evans 
R. Cartwright (Christmas donation) 
A. E. Dobbs 
M . R. Wright 
W. R. Deane 

£ s. d. 
2 10 3 

28 4 7 
32 I 9 
18 I 3 

19 6 
4 II 0 
6 9 0 

50 0 0 
4 2 6 
7 5 6 

71 12 3 
1 10 0 
2 5 6 

10 0 
6 5 0 

35 II I 
94 I I 
40 0 0 
I I 0 

10 0 0 
2 9 0 

128 0 0 
30 0 0 
10 0 0 
2 10 0 
4 II 0 

10 0 
I 0 0 

5 0 
10 0 

2 6 
6 

4 16 6 
II 7 
4 0 
I 0 

12 10 
5 0 
S 0 

2 5 0 
5 0 
4 0 

2 2 0 
3 5 0 

18 7 0 
5 0 
I 0 
5 0 
5 0 

I I 0 
I 0 0 

3 10 
5 0 

5 0 3 

£638 9 3 

Expenditure during November and December, 1962 £859 18 10 
(Includes: Rent and Rates, Beds and Bedding, Furniture, 

Cots and Prams, General Assistance) 
Analysis of Cases : 

Families of soldiers serving in U . K i 
Families of soldiers serving in B.A.O.R. I 
Widows and dependents 30 
Released and discharged soldiers 116 

Total cases assisted 148 

85 Cases of Soldiers who served during the 1939/45 War ... £520 11 8 
63 Cases of Soldiers who did not serve during the war ... £339 7 2 

Since early October, 1962, gifts of clothing, toys and books have been 
very gratefully received from the under-mentioned: 

R. Cartwright, Esq., Mr. and Mrs. L . Simnett, 2 Squadron, 13th Regi-
ment, Mrs. Fladgate, Brigadier H. L . Lewis, C.B.E., Mrs. T . B. Gravely, 
Major R. Lawrence, W.O.I F. Stockdale, A . C . J. Chalmers, Esq., 
Lieutenant-Colonel H. R. V. Cooke, B.A., Captain D. Himneyball, Mrs. R. 
Flanagan, 632 Troop, Major and Mrs. G. M. Welsford, Major-General 
G. G . Rawson, C.B., O.B.E., M.C., ist Regiment Wives' Club, Mrs. M . A. 
Charlton, Mr. and Mrs. G . W. S. Sherratt, Lieutenant-Colonel E R. N. 
W. Nanney-Wynn, Col. K . B. Baldwin, M.B.E., T.D., Lieutenant-Colonel 
D . R. W. Thomas, M.B.E., Royal Signals Association No. 6 Unit Branch, 
Mrs. G . M. Eraser, Mrs. D . Herman, Staff Sergeant and Mrs. Palmer, 
Lieutenant-Colonel and Mrs. J. N. Boyland, Mrs. C . G. Sandys, E. C . 
Partridge, Esq., Mr. and Mrs. E. Taylor, Major-General R. F. B. Naylor, 
C.B., C.B.E., D.S.O., M.C., Mrs. I. G . Swan, Mrs. C. M . Swallow, Mrs. 
H. R. Jordan. Royal Signals Association North London Branch, V. C. 
Brown, Esq., Brigadier C. D . Clapp, C.B.E., J. H. Lawrence, Esq., " B " 
Troop, 226 Squadron, Flight-Lieutenant W. W. Fawley, Major L . J. 
Bosher, F . S. Adams, Esq., Lieutenant (T.O.T.) C . J. Bayfield, Major P. J. 
Knott, Captain A. G. Pritchard, W.O.II Rees, Mr. and Mrs. R. D. W. 
Jones, 53rd (W) Regiment T . A . , Mrs. W. A . Purser. Colonel and Mrs. 
Vincent-Smith, Colonel D. T . W. Gibson, M.B.E., A. Stokes, Esq. 

Careers and Opportunities 
The appointments listed below form a very small 
fraction of all the introductions to " Jobs " which 
are available. Always prospective employers want 
more candidates than the Association can offer. 

Bentalls Ltd., Kingston Upon Thames, Surrey. 
This firm will have a vacancy in the near future for a Manager 

of their Radio and T.V. Workshop. 
The duties consist of controlling a team of six Engineers and 

four Clerks and administering the department which is respon-
sible for servicing radio and television sets sold or rented by the 
company to its customers. 

Expert technical knowledge is not essential but ex-Officers, 
Warrant Officers or Senior N.C.O.s with radar or similar experi-
ence with the ability to lead a team would be suitable. 

The position is permanent and a man of under fifty could 
join their contributory pension scheme. Commencing salary of 
between £750 and £900 per annum is contemplated and there 
are various other valuable staff benefits. Applicants, giving 
details of age, education and experience, should apply to the 
Personnel Controller, Bentalls Limited, Kingston Upon Thames. 

Vacancies for Officers in the Territorial Army on Consolidated 
Rates of Pay. Vacancies exist now for a Permanent Staff Officer 
in 319 (Guards Brigade) Squadron (T.A.) at Rugby, and for a 
Permanent Staff Officer W.R.A.C. in 48 (S.M.) Regiment (T.A.) 
at Birmingham. 

Other vacancies for Permanent Staff Officers are likely to 
occur soon at Prescot (Lanes), Liverpool, Birmingham, Newport 
(Mon), Cardiff and Swansea. 

Applications for these posts are invited from retired officers 
and Warrant Officers, regular or T.A. 

Conditions of service are as laid down in T.A. Regs. Appx. 
X X n . Upper age limit on application is 53 years. Appoint-
ments will be for three years initially. Salary will commence at 
£970 for male officers, £782 for W.R.A.C. officers with incre-
ments for service in the past. 

Applications should be addressed to : Chief Signal Officer, 
H.Q. Western Command, Chester. 

* * * 

There is a vacancy for the post of Adjutant (T.A.) on con-
solidated rates with 45th (Essex) Regiment, Selsdon Road, 
Wanstead, E . i i . Suitaijle for ex-Regular or T.A. Officers. For 
this post and other T.A. vacancies write to Officer Commanding, 
giving particulars of service. 'Phone Wanstead 5131. 

Mullard Equipment Ltd., Manor Royal, Crawley, Sussex. 
A vacancy has arisen in the above firm for an individual to 

be responsible for the running of a newly formed user trials 
team for testing out such items as military type radio equipment 
under field conditions. This should be suitable for an ex-T.O.T. 
or Foreman-of-Signals, particularly one who has a practical 
radio background. A knowledge of user trials procedure would 
be most useful in addition. Salary would be in the order of 
£I , IOO-£I ,2OO p . a . 

Applications should be made through Association H.Q. to 
the Personnel Department of the above mentioned firm. The 
firm also has a certain number of other vacancies that might be 
suitable for experienced ex. Royal Signals tradesmen who should 
apply as above stating their experience and qualifications. 

Radio Taxis Services, la. High Point, Highgate, London, N.6, 
have vacancies for Radio Operators. Shift hours. Wages 
from £12 to £14 per week, and more, according to experience. 

Applications may be made to the firm direct, marking appli-
cation for the attention of Mr. Gilmore, and mentioning Royal 
Signals Association. 

Ministry of Defence, London, S.W.i. 
Clerical staff always required by the Ministry. Those with 

good educational background and past clerical experience. 
Application, in the first instance, to Royal Signals Association. 

: A N N U A L SUBSCRIBERS' ADDRESSES: 

Many copies of "The Wire" and of the Royal Signals List are returned by the Post Office with a 
note that the subscriber's address is unknown. 

Will all annual subscribers please tell the Editor in good time of their new address. 
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By A p p o i n t m e n t 
To Her Majesty 

The Queen Official Tailors 
By A p p o i n t m e n f 

H . M . Q u e e n El izabeth 
The Q u e e n M o t h e r 

to 

Royal Corps of Signals 

B e r n a r d l ^ ^ a t h e ^ L t d ) 
C i v i l , M i l i t a r y a n d S p o r t i n g T a i l o r s — B r e e c h e s E x p e r t s 

55 C O N D U I T S T R E E T , L O N D O N W 1 and 4 7 H I G H S T R E E T , A L D E R S H O T , H A N T S . 

i / M 
( B O N D S T . ) L T D . , 

REGIMENTAL 
CAPMAKERS TO 

ROYAL SIGNALS 

• f S ' W W W 

HERBERT JOHNSON 
specialise in hats for every 

occasion —faultless hats made 

to suit you personally, with 

the same distinctive correctness 

that is observed in the 

making of all regimental 

headgear. Also available are 

impeccable accessories 

including regimental and 

club ties. 

38 New Bond St., London W . I . 
Mayfair 0784 
Weekdays 9 a.m. — 5 p.m. 
(Thursdays 6.30 p.m.) 
Saturdays 9 a.m. — i p.m. 
40a London Rd., Camberley. 
(Wednesday afternoons only) 

• 

¥ 

xbr 

i 
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TRIUMPH-
P O W E R I N H A N D -

O N D U T Y A N D O F F 
If you can handle It, real power adds zest to the pleasure 
of motorcycling. 

That 's why the skilful riders of the Royal Signals 
Display Team, together with hundreds of other official 
bodies all over the world, always choose Tr iumph. 

Doesn't that make a Tr iumph the ideal off-duty motor-
cycle for you? Send the coupon below today and find out. 

T H E B E S T M O T O R C Y C L E IN T H E W O R L D 

TRIUMPH ENGINEERING CO. LTD., COVENTRY 

Please send me the full-colour catalogue of the Triumph range 

NAME 
BLOCK LETTERS 

ADDRESS 

Triumph Engineering Co. Ltd., a member of the Birmingham Smali A rms Group of Companies 

We sell off-duty clothes too 
Moss Bros have been tailors to the Services for 
over 80 years, a period which has included three 
major wars. In addition to providing the neces-
sary 'war paint' we have supplied and still supply 
the clothes for more peaceful pursuits, for leisure, 
for sport; in fact for all occasions when mufti 
is the order of the day. 

An account with Moss Bros is the touchstone 
for being well dressed on all occasions. 

-Vloss Bros 
COVENT GARDEN. W C.2 

T H E C O M P L E T E M A N ' S S T O R E 
Open Thursdays till 7p.m. 

Nearest station Leicester Square 
Branches throughout the country 
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Y A N D E R V E L L PRODUCTS 
L IM I T ED 

Western Avenue, Acton, W.3. 

World-famous manufacturers of Bearings and other 
precision components for i/c Engines are always 
prepared to consider applications from 

EX-ROYAL S IGNALS PERSONNEL 

for training as 

M A C H I N E T O O L S E T T E R S 

at their factories in the London area. 

Suitable candidates will be trained to set our range 
of special purpose automatic production machines, with 
opportunities to earn almost £17 per week without 
overtime. The commencing rate, on alternative day 
shifts (6.00 a.m. to 2.00 p.m., 2.00 p.m. to 10.00 p.m.), 
is £12/17/7 per week. 

The main requirements are a mechanical aptitude, 
supported, if possible, by some knowledge of electric 
circuits. 

Apply in writing to the Personnel Manager 

OFFICERS OF 
H.M. FORCES 

Are your future problems 

• The best education for your 
children ? 

• A suitable house for your family 
when you retire ? 

• Sufficient retirement income ? 

A S P E C I A L S C H E M E H A S B E E N 

P R O D U C E D F O R O F F I C E R S 

Apply f o r B o o k l e t describing the Off icers S p e c i a l 

Scheme, to 

B . F . T H O M P S O N & C O . , L T D . 

INSURANCE BROKERS 

1 1 K I N G S T R E E T 

R I C H M O N D , Y O R K S H I R E 

RACAL C O M M U N I C A T I O N S 

of fer a career in t e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s a n d specialised 

e lectronics to suitable t radesmen o f R o y a l Signals w h o 

are c o n s i d e r i n g their fu ture af ter A r m y service. 

Vacancies"exist f o r : 

W i r e m e n 

I n s t r u m e n t M a k e r s 

E l e c t r o n i c T e s t e r s 

I n s t a l l a t i o n T e c h n i c i a n s 

Send full personal details, including training and 

experience, to : 

The Personnel Manager 

R A C A L E L E C T R O N I C S L I M I T E D 

Bracknel l , Berkshire, England 

* * * 

Good pay and prospects 

* * * 

Assistance with housing 
for certain grades 

* * * 

Contributory 
superannuation scheme 

* * * 



Over a Century of Service 

1853-1963 
IN PRINT 
Like the Services, we also have a long tradition to 

uphold, at the same time, again like the Services, 

taking advantage of scientific progress in this age 

of mechanisation; yet maintaining, through a 

special department, a personal and helpful link 

with Service Editors, whom we are ever willing to 

advise and assist in the production of their journals. 

F.J.PARSONS LTD 
Lennox House. Norfolk Street, W.C.2 • Temple Bar 6591 

Works: Observer Buildings, Hastings • Hastings 1157 

R E G U L A T I O N P A T T E R N 

R O Y A L S I G N A L S 
S T A B L E BELTS 
Light Blua/Navy/Grmn, ratio 3:li3 two leather itrapi, two 
bucklei. 

H o m e — 10/- each plus iOd. post 
Abroad—9/- each plus iOd. post 

W a l l Shields T x b" Royal Signals 
Blazer Badges " Superior " 
" Q u a l i t y " Car Badges 
Silk Ties Royal Signals 
Pace Sticks 
Sergeants full size Regimental Walk ing 
Canes, Malacca, Ball, Pear or Thimble Cap, 
Crested 

Export 

30/-
42/. 
38/. 
15/. 

109/6 

51/6 
41/6 

Flashes embroidered to special designs. 

Ties made specially to any design. 

Miniature Medals 

ERNEST GOODRICH 
Specialist In the supply of Military Requisites 

E V E S H A M H O U S E , C O M M O N R O A D , 
C L A Y G A T E , SURREY 

Telephone : ESHER 3705 

' c e l l a r c r a f t ' has been expertly 
practised for over 120 years 

to ensure that our 

WINES, SPIRITS & CIGARS 
are always in absolutely perfect condition 

smmi & SPEED LTD 
32 SACKVILLE STREET LONDON W - l 

Telephone: REGENT 2061 

Produced for the Publishers, THE SIGNALS ASSOCIATION OF THE ROYAL CORPS OF SIGNALS, Cheltenham Terrace, Chelsea, London, S.W.3 
(Telephone SLOane 3477) by COMBINED SERVICE PUBLICATIONS, LTD., 67/68 Jcrmyn Street, St. James's, London, S.W.I 

Printed In Great Britain by F. J. PARSONS, LTD., Lennox House, Nor fo lk Street, London, W.C.2, and " Observer " Buildings, Hastings. Advert isement Managers: 
SERVICE NEWSPAPERS. LTD., 67/68 Jermyn Street, St. James's, London, S.W.I (Telephone : Whi tehal l 2504) 
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ARMIES NOW USE T H E 
T J MILITARY MAN PACK SET _m 5 

The HF156 manpack transmitter/receiver is a tough reliable portable set selected 
by the British Army for active service in all climates. It's robust, fully sealed 
and entirely self-contained. 

Six crystal controlled channels, extreme simplicity of operation and exceptional 
range on voice and CW are some of the many features proved In 
world-wide active service by fourteen armies. 

BRITISH COMMUNICATIONS CORPORATION LTD NEASDEN LONDON NW10 Te l : DOLlis Hill 8511 Cables: Britcom London 

SmilSH COMMUNICATIOHS COKPOUTION I I M I I I D 



FORD MAKES IT EASY 
TO OWN YOUR OWN CAR 

S P E C I A L O V E R S E A S P U R C H A S E T E R M S 
Whether you are being posted abroad or are at present serving abroad, 
you can have priority deUvery of a brand new Ford car; and for those 
serving outside Europe, special shipment can be arranged. You've a 
choice from a full range of cars, free of U.K. purchase tax. 

© Tax-free use in the U.K.—prior to shipment • Hire purchase terms 
available • Shipment overseas arranged • World-wide Service and 
parts availability 

The Ford range of quality cars includes: Anglia de luxe saloon and 
Estate car; Consul Classic 315; Capri; Zephyr and Zodiac saloons. 

Anglia Consul 315 M k . l l i Zodiac 

For complete details of Personal Export Scheme, contact your local Ford dealer or 
FORD MOTOR COMPANY LTD • 8 8 REGENT STREET • L O N D O N W1 • Te l : REGENT 7 2 7 2 
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BY APPOINTMENT TO HER MAJESTY THE QUEEN 
GOIDSMITHS & CROWN JEWELLERS, 
GARRARD & C O . LTD. 

R O Y A L S I G N A L S 

9 ct. gold and enamel 
Home £7.5.0 

Export £5.5.0 

R O Y A L S I G N A L S 

9 ct. gold and enamel 
Home £6.7.6 

Export £5.10.0 

THE BADGE OF Y O U R CORPS 

In gold and enamel or set w i t h 

precious stones, a badge b r o o c h is 

a gift of lasting charm. Here 

is a p iece o f j ewel lery w h i c h is 

always appropriate and always 

in p e r f e c t taste. W r i t e n o w for 

details to our military department. 

GARRARD & CO. LTD. Crown Jewellers 

1 1 2 R E G E N T S T R E E T • L O N D O N - W . l 
Telephone: R E G E N T 7020 (11 lines) 

BATES 
Hatler & Military Cap Manufacturer 

21a i i m m STREET, LOXDON, S.W.I 
Tel. REGent 2722 One minute from Piccadilly Circus 

Specialists in Regimental Caps for 

ROYAL SIGNALS 
and to many other Corps and Regiments 

' B a t e s " lightweight khaki S.D. Cap is made to one 
finest quality only, and at a most reasonable price. 

We have no second quality cap. 

Take Co\^ge 
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The Official Organ of the Signals 
Association 

Editor: 

BRIGADIER P . M . P . HOBSON, 
D.S.O. 

Assistant Editor: 

BRIGADIER H. R . F I R T H 

All correspondence and matter for 

publication for THE WIRE, should he 
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MATTER FOR PUBLICATION 
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(New Series) No. 3 

(^dito^ial 
Did you skim through your February WIRE. T h e usual dull round of 

routine happenings? Not a bit of it! Look closer and discover the 
adventure that is revealed in some of our Unit notes—albeit sometimes 
rather coyly. 

T h e 4th Regiment send an officer and sixteen soldiers six hundred miles 
ski-ing in Bavaria. T h e y link up with the 23rd Mountain Brigade of the 
German Army. Friendships are made and good sport is enjoyed by all. 
Also active in Bavaria are members of 211 Squadron who go on a camping 
trip. T h e y scramble up mountains and learn to climb with ropes with the 
kindly aid of a company of a German Alpine Division. Their final conquest 
is the second highest mountain in Germany. Not bad! N o r do 257 
Squadron let the grass grow under their feet. For they, too, are to be found 
in Bavaria near Oberammegau. Lieutenant Cross and a party are busily 
engaged in camping, climbing, and moving across country and they enjoy 
in their own words " a tough, exacting and rewarding experience.'' 

T u r n then to Cyprus and we read more of Corporal Tilson's adventures 
on his epic overland trip, with a party from his Unit, all the way to the 
T a j Mahal in India and back. A round trip of 9,000 miles covered in 42 
days and full of incident and adventure. A n entirely different outing is 
that of Major Stephens and a party from the ist Squadron of the K.A.R. 
T h e y go to Lake Magadi in Kenya and spend four days releasing 10,000 
flamingoes whose feet have become fouled up in the turgid soda con-
centrated waters of this lake. T h e birds are freed and able to fly again; 
an act of mercy is combined with a touch of adventure. 

Back in the U . K . things are happening too. Our recruits in n t h Regi-
ment are up to their eyes in snow camping out in the Yorkshire dales. 
Even igloos are constructed and slept in by some of our new boys. T h e y , 
too, will have a " line to s h o o t " when they join their future Regiments. 

Over in the Emerald Isle the lads of 213 Squadron are having a caper 
for they have invaded the Mountains of Mourne (no less) in hot pursuit 
of the imaginary " G r e e n Gang." T h e y are out for several days and find 
the going pretty tough. Ambushes, forced marches, foul weather, all play 
their part but they emerge triumphant and return to camp " footsore but 
happy." 

M o v e on to Singapore and read of 249 Squadron in the thickest jungle 
they can find. A splendid account is given by an anonymous writer of how ' 
they learn to move, live and fight in this strange environment under the 
redoubtable Lieutenant Dudley. Signalman Dawson's headwear scheme 
commands our admiration. 

Our Signal Troops have their adventures too. 638, for instance, live 
anything but a humdrum life at Odiham where they find communications 
for 38 Group R.A.F. T h e drop of a hat and they are in North Greece where 
they " installed, maintained and recovered lines for four switchboards over 
two months, covering nearly two hundred miles over Greek Signals, local 
P. & T . and Radio Relay Systems." Not bad for a small Troop and if this 
is not enough some of them are to be found later in the year in Northern 
Ireland on Exercise " Winged Coachman." 

Finally, read the rich and varied saga of the 22nd S.A.S. Regiment 
Signal Troop. This seems almost too good to be true. After ski training in 
Scotland the troop moves to Malaya for three months " j imgle bashing." 
This completed, they spend M a y and June on exercises in Denmark. Comes 
July and they are off to Aden. August finds them on the move again. T h i s 
time to Fort Bragg, North Carolina, U.S .A. Here they have untold adven-
tures even including the adjudication of a beauty competition! Having 
covered most of the Southern states of the U.S.A. , some of them finish up 
on leave in Washington, and finally they return back to the U . K . f o r 
Christmas leave. 

These are but brief examples of some of the lively and exciting things 
that are going on in our Corps. Not all are in a position to be able to do 
such things but duty can often bring them our way. Above all, initiative, 
determination and a will to go out and seek adventure will find their own 
reward—and please do tell us all about it afterwards. 
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Director of Telecommunications, Tlie W a r Office, visits 
Rhodesia and Nyasaiand 

Brigadier E. I. E. Mozley, the first senior off icer of the C o r p s t o 
visit Rhodesia and Nyasaiand, made an official t o u r in early January. 
His t o u r included a visit t o the School of Signals and 4th and 5th 

Signal Squadrons 

Chief Signal Officer, Royal Thai Army 
Visits Singapore 

Major-General Subhajaya Suravardhana, the Chief Signal 
Officer, Royal Thai Army, visited Singapore during November, 
1962. On 2ist November he called on Brigadier R. H . E. 
Robinson, O.B.E., E.R.D., Chief Signal Officer, Far East Land 
Forces, and then toured Royal Signals installations in Singapore. 

T o commemorate his visit a plaque was presented to General 
Subhajava. T h e picture shows Captain R. I. F. Amos (O.C., 
Royal Signals detachment in Bangkok) presenting the plaque 
on behalf of C.S.O., F A R E L F , with Colonel Pongs Pekannon, 
Royal Thai Army, looking on. ^ 

T H E W E L F A R E S E C T I O N STILL R E Q U I R E S 

M O R E C L O T H I N G 

Recommended Reading 

93, 94 
96 

Read the Editorial which describes some of the things 
chronicled in February THEN turn to the following pages and 
judge if the March number does not tell an even better story. 
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Round the Colony Race: 252 Squadron ... 
White Swans in the Arctic 
Tour of Nigeria 
Life Is Not Dull in 210 Squadron 
Gliding and Winter Warfare 
Tourism—Column 2 

96 

104 

85 

95 
99-101 

87 
85 

Outposts of Empire 
A Lament from Brave Men 

W e in the Army Information Offices are the men on the 
fringe. We live in the nebulous half-world that exists between 
the civilian and the soldier. On this frontier we stand, and 
like the boatman of the River Styx, we ferry those who have 
left the world of mufti and cloth cap into the brighter haven 
of khaki and the G P M G . Our daily lot is to be confronted 
by the desperate, the indifferent, the intelligent, the weak, the 
nonentities, the personalities, the layabouts, the hangers on, 
the skilled tradesmen and artisans, the geniuses and the 
criminally insane. Our task is to interrogate, inform, refuse, 
accept, be pleasant, be firm, psychoanalyse, wheedle, encourage, 
discourage and ever write, write, write. W e sift and sort and 
screen. We inspire. And upon our broad absorbent shoulders 
we allow the never ending masses to shed a tear as they tell 
us of an errant father, an unscrupulous employer, an outrageous 
foreman, an unjust judge, or a perjuring policeman. Not for 
us the language of the common man. W e live on a verbal 
diet of twentyninetynine, twoohthreecase, P8, effmedone and a 
myriad of other formae militarus. 

W e coax, we threaten, we cajole, we bully, we sympathise, 
we listen in a never-ending search for the truth. We are the 
arbiters of fate. Within our hands we hold the futures of a 
thousand nameless faces. Those on whom we smile are truly 
blessed for they shall surely go in on a 22. But those upon who 
we frown are doomed to an eternity of civilianisation, never 
to know or embrace the true faith. 

W e are ambassadors and judges, psychiatrists and sentinels, 
for ever protecting the unsullied ranks of our new true blue 
Armed Services from the unwelcome infiltration of the un-
wanted. Like the policeman of Gilbert and Sullivan, our lot is 
not a happy one. 

Editor's Note 
The steady increase in Corps recruiting is due to the patient, 

lonely and devoted work of our regular and special recruiters. 
They are doing a magnificent job. The Corps salutes them. 

CLOSING DATE FOR COPY FOR THE WIRE 

Contributors are R E M I N D E D that as from 12th 
M A R C H , C O P Y R E C E I V E D A F T E R T H A T date 
will be held over until the M A Y Number or returned 
to the Originator. 

A s this was first announced jua the February 
Number of " T h e Wire " some latitude will be given 
to contributions " from East of Suez." 
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T H E A S S O C I A T I O N O F S E R V I C E N E W S P A P E R S A D V E R T I S E M E N T P A G E S , 
6 7 / « 8 J E R M Y N S T R E E T , S T . J A M E S ' S , S . W . I . T E L . W H I T E H A L L 2 5 0 4 

If you're looking for a really good rum 
this is the label on the bottle... 

- I N C O R P O R A T E D i " " M A Y I 6 7 O -

HUDSON'S BAY 
JAMAICA RUM 

EDINBURGH 
P R O D U C E O F J A M A I C A 

...the bottle is in the NAAFI 
and you know where the NAAFI is! 

QUEEN ANNE 
RARE S C O T C H W H I S K Y 

T H E F I N E S T S C O T C H W H E R E V E R YOU A R E ! T 
C H W H E R E V E R YOU A R E ! T H E F I N E S T S C O T q 
E ^ T S C O T C H W H E R E V E R Y O U A R E ! T H E FIN 
E! T H E F I N E S T S C O T C H W H E R E V E R Y O U A | 
R Y O U A R E ! T H E F I N E S T S C O T C H W H E R ^ 
W H E R E V E R Y O U A R E ! T H E F I N E S T S C O T ^ 
S C O T C H W H E R E V E R Y O U A R E ! T H E F I N ( 
E F I N E S T S C O T C H W H E R E V E R Y O U A R J 
U A R E ! T H E F I N E S T S C O T C H W H E R E ^ 
REVER YOU A R E ! T H E F I N E S T S C O X j 
T C H W H E R E V E R Y O U A R E ! T H E 
N E S T S C O T C H W H E R E V E R YOy 
RE! T H E F I N E S T S C O T C H V/h, 
ER Y O U A R E ! T H E F I N E ^ 
H W H E R E V E R Y_S 
S T S C O T C t 
T H E Fi t ; 
Y O U . 

F I N E S T S C O T C H W H E R E V E R . 

iT S C O T C H W 

.YOU A R E ! T H E 
[EREVER Y O U 

CH W H E R E 
S T S C O T 

T H E FIN 
OU AR. 
EREVE 
l O T C H 
i N E S T 

;! T M 
Y O 

W H E 
S C O 
E Fl 

OU A 
EREV 

C O T C 
E FINE 

'OU A R E l 

Stand easy^^ 

THE WORLDS RNEST 
SALTED NUTB 

Just the job for an off duty moment or a quiet 
evening at home. Y o u ' l l find Sun-Pat 
Salted N u t s , packed in hermetically sealed tins, 
stay rea//y fresh all the time. T h e y ' r e tasty 
and satisfying. 

Obtainable from your NAAFI in 1 lb., 8 oz., and 4 oz. 

flavour sealed tins, also 4 oz. and 1 oz. airtight packs. 

H . S . W H I T E S I D E 

l ' « 3 - l P r in l .d in G r . a l Br i t . io 
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THE ASSOCIATION OF SERVICE NEWSPAPERS ADVERTISEMENT PAGES, 
67 /68 JERMYN STREET, ST. JAMES'S, S - V / . l . TEL. WHITEHALL 2504 

Don't be 
vague 

Ask for 

Maig 

,N TH6 IJN'"? ' 

T H E OLDEST N A M E IN 'SCOTCH' 

I f 
only 

I had 

money 
You may have said it yourself. But, consider. 
Y o u will probably never have a better oppor-
tunity than you have now of putting some money 
aside for the future. You enjoy good pay—with 
no overheads—and all the facilities of the Post 
Office Savings Bank scheme are yours for the 
asking. What could be simpler? 

Make saving a good habit. Save as much or 
as little as you like, but do it regularly. Keep 
your money in the Savings Bank as long as you 
possibly can. You will find that it soon mounts 
up and collects interest—ready to help start 
you up in the trade you are now learning in the 
Service, or for furnishing your home when you 
get married. 

All the details of the scheme are in the leaflets 
illustrated here. Write to me personally, and I 
will send you a copy of the one that applies to 
your Service: 

Air Chief Marshal Sir Hugh W. L. Saunders, 
G.C .B . , K .B .E . , M . C . , D . F . C . , M . M . , 

Chairman, H.M. Forces Savings Committee, 
1, Princes Gate, London, S.W.7 

Issued by H.M. Forces Savings Committee 

SÛPLfMINT 1-fA«f TWO Printed in Gr«at Bntain 



Obituaries 
MEUTEIVAIVT-COLONEL » . C. W O O D B B I B G E 

Marlborough and the Royal Military Academy took him to 
his commission in the Royal Artillery and to France on the 
same day in 1917. He survived a year before being wounded. 
Seconded to the Corps in 1920 he transferred in 1924. A 
normal career was marked by appointment as Staff Captain 
and later Brigade Major at the S.T.C. 

He went to war in 1941, commanding n t h Indian Divisional 
Signals and with the survivors of his Division he endured three 
and a half years as prisoner of war in the hands of the Japanese. 
He retired in 1947. 

A very easy companion, he had many friends of his own 
generation. Professionally he gave much to the Corps and 
would have given more during his last five years had he been 
able. He died at his home towards the close of January. 

COI.,ONEI. A. J. M . A T T H I L l , O.B.E. 

Educated at George Heriot's School, Arthur Atthill was 
commissioned into the Corps in 1935. Much of his early service 
was spent with Armoured units and Formations. He had an 
eventful war and was wounded in 1941. Later in 1946 he was 
to be awarded the O.B.E. for service in Malaya. 

Perhaps, though, he was best known for his period as Chief 
Instructor at the Wireless Wing, R.A.C., Training Centre 
(1946-48) and later as Commandant Pakistan Signal Training 
Centre (1953-58). 

Arthur Atthill had a quiet, sincere and unassuming per-
sonality allied to a high sense of duty. His record indicates 
the considerable mark he made in the Corps and his untimely 
death on the 13th January comes as a shock to all his friends. 

Onr deep sympathy goes to the relatives of these officers in 
their sad loss. 

S C H O O L F E E S 
School Fees and University Fees can be reduced substantially 

and when early provision is made the cost can be NIL. 
There are many variations of life assurance plans to be used 

to effect savings, some very much more than others, and this is 
a subject which "Has been studied in great detail by S T U D E N T 
F U N D S L I M I T E D who offer specialist advice without 
obligation. 

This is what a Parent said: — 

"I think I mentioned to you before that all our finances 
"are in the hands of Lloyds Bank, Executor and Trustee 
"Department, . . . . , and as the Manager, Mr. F. M. D. 
" . . . . , has for some years been keeping his eye on all 
"our investments and securities I have forwarded to 
"him all your facts and figures and to ask his opinion 
"of the whole scheme for the future. I have heard from 
"him today, and to quote from his letter— 

"I have studied it very carefully and I consider it a 
"most ingenious scheme and very well worth taking 
"up, especially as it provides another method of 
"future security for yourselves and for the children." 

"Please don't think that we have ever doubted the sotmd 
"common sense of your proposals but I felt it only 
"right to keep Mr. D . . . . in the picture as he virtually 
"looks after all our other financial interests." 

For further particulars write to— 
S T U D E N T F U N D S L I M I T E D , 
24 Southernhay East, Exeter, Devonshire. 
Telephone Exeter 59596. 

Mjondon Gazette, 
Extracts from Gazettes received between ist January and ist February^ 1963. 

The Queen has been graciously pleased to confer the award of the 
ist Clasp of the Army Emergency Reserve Decoration upon the following 
oflRcers: 

Major D. W. Bird, E.E.D. 
Major F. C . Jones, E.R.D. 
Major (A/Lt.-Col.) S. Rata, E.E.D. 

The Queen has been graciously pleased to confer the award of the Army 
Emergency Reserve Decoiation on 

Captain A. N. Duell 
The Queen has been graciously pleased to confer the award of the 

Territorial Efficiency Decoration upon the following officers: 
Major G. D. Davis 
Major G. H. F. Ferrans 
Major I. G . Jones 
Major R. C . Steven 
Captain E. B. Horton, E.R.D. 
Captain A. D. Roberts 

R E G U L A R A R M Y 
Lieutenant-Colonel P. F. Yeatman, M.B.E., to be Colonel, n t h December, 

1962. 
Major (Q.M.) J. P. Cairns. 6th January, 1963-
Lieutenant (Tfc. Offr.) E. G. Barrett to be Captain, loth January, 1963. 
The undermentioned Majors to be Lieutenant-Colonels on the dates 

shown: 
A. Lamb, M.B.E., B.Sc., 19th April, 1962. 
T . Cunningham-Burley, 21st April, 1962. 
J. N. Hallett, B.Sc., A.M.I.E.E., 22nd April, 1962. 
R. S. D. Maunsell, n t h September, 1962, with seniority 20th 

April, 1962. 
Lieutenant (Director of Music) C. H. Pike, L.R.A.M., A.R.C.M., to be 

Captain (Director of Music), 13th January, 1963. 
Major H. Waterworth from S.S.C. to be" Major (Q.M.) 28th November, 

1962. 
Lieutenant-Colonel S. Schofield, B.A., retires 20th January, 1963. 
Major (T.O.T.) A. Juniper retires 21st January, 1963. 
Major K . L. Udey from S.S.C. to be Major (Q.M.) 6th January, 1963. 
The undermentioned Second-Lieutenants to be Lieutenants, 29th January, 

1963: 
N. M . Ayrton M. A. Comfirth 
A. H. Boyle W. j . P. Robins 

. H. Almonds M. L . Forge 
: . R. Potier K . G. Doyle 
D. C. N. Genders S. R. Davis 
D . T . Burton T . T . Hallchurch 
R. B. Smith 

Major (Tfc. Offr.) J. F. Scott to be Lieutenajit-Colonel, 31st December, 
1962. 

Lieutenant (Tfc. Offr.) F. Brandreth from S.S.C. to be Lieutenant 
(Tfc. Offr.), 31st December, 1962. 

Lieutenant R. K . Ward to be Captain, 6th February, 1963. 
Lieutenant D . S. Lloyd to be Captain, 6th February, 1963. 
Captain (T.O.T.) G. B. Miles from S.S.C. to be Lieutenant (T.O.T.), 

ist April, 1962. 

S H O R T S E R V I C E C O M M I S S I O N S 
Major D. V. Wellings, M.B.E., retires 15th January, 1963. 
Captain P. R. Brown retires, i6th January, 1963. 
Second-Lieutenant A. D. Brown to be Lieutenant, 24th January, 1963. 

N A T I O N A L SERVICE L I S T 
Second-Lieutenant C. T . Garton to be Lieutenant, 3rd January, 1963. 

A R M Y E M E R G E N C Y R E S E R V E OF O F F I C E R S 
Second-Lieutenant I. Winfield to be Lieutenant, 2nd December, 1962. 
Captain M. Panter-Skidmore, T.D., from T.A. to be Captain, 3rd 

December, 1962. 
Lieutenant-Colonel I. W. K . Smith, E.R.D., to be Brevit Colonel, 9th 

November, 1962. 
Captain I. C. Gibson from T . A . to be Captain, 26th November, 1962. 
Major R. H. Bannerman redres, ist January, 1963. 
Captain A. R. I. Cruikshank from T.A. to be Captain, ist December, 

1962. 
Major (Q.M.) E. Manton retires, 30th January, 1963. 
Major (Q.M.) H. F. Smart retires, 14th December, 1963. 

T E R R I T O R I A L A R M Y 
iWajor-General A. M. W. Whistler, C.B.E., is appointed Honorary Colonel 

41st Signal Regiment (Princess Louise's Kensington Regiment) T .A. , 
29th December, 1962. 

Captain P. G. Law, T.D., to be Major, ist November, 1962. 
Captain R. A. Ledder granted acting Major, 2nd September, 1962. 
Caiptain F. Enright from T.A.R.O. to be Captain, 28th November, 1962. 
Second-Lieutenant A. P. Groves from General List to be Second-

Lieutenant, 6th September, 1962. 
Second-Lieutenant G. V. Carol from R.A., to be Second-Lieutenant, 

ist November, 1962. 
Captain M. F. G. Haywood from S.A.S. to be Captain, ist November, 

1962. 
Lieutenant J. Webster from A.E.R.O. N.S. List to be Lieutenant, 28th 

November, 1962. 
Lieutenant S. W. Tough to be Captain, ist November, 1962. 
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Captain (Acting Major) J. A . Lawson, T.D., to be Major, 25th January, 
1963. 

Second-Lieutenant A. D . C . Cheshire to be Lieutenant, 25th January, 
1963. 

Cadet R. R. Pearce to be Second-Lieutenant, loth December, 1962. 
Signalman A. C. Cunningham to be Second-Lieutenant, 5th December, 

1982. 
Lieutenant D . J. Evans from N.S. List to be Lieutenant, l l t h November, 

1962. 
Major F. P. Tridgeli, T.D„ from T.A.R.O. , to be Major 17th December, 

1962. 
Captain F. W. A . Bax resigns his commission, 27th November, 1962. 
Lieutenant (T.O.T.) J. A . Simkins to be Captain, 13th September, 1962. 
The undermentioned Signalmen to be Lieutenants, loth December, 1982: 

G. M . Wilson 
A. H. Dawbarn 
J. M . Eardley 
D . E. Murray 

Lieutenant W. R. Ewing from N.S. List to be Lieutenant, i6th 
January, 1963. 

Marriages 
D U R H A M — M I L L S . — L i e u t e n a n t D. W. Durham, Royal Signals, 28th 

Regiment, to Miss Katherine Susan Mills, at Newmarket, on 19th 
January, 1963. 

131/1 Regiment 
W I L L I A M S — D E E . — S i g n a l m a n J. H. Williams to Miss Francis Ann 

Dee, daughter of Sergeant Dee (255 Squadron) at the Unit Chapel, 
Mercury Barracks, on 30th January, 1963. 

M c L E A N — H U N T . — S i g n a l m a n A . J. McLean to Miss Lesley Ann Hunt, 
at the Parish Church of AUesIey, on 15th December, 1962. 

KANE—^HUNT.—Lance-Corporal G. A. Kane to Miss Janet Ruth Hunt, 
at the Holy Cross Church, Wellington Street, Leicester, on 29th 
December, 1962. 

B A L D W I N — H A L L I D A Y . — S i g n a l m a n H. W. Baldwin to Miss Mary 
Halliday, at the Parish Church at Shipley, on 15th December, 1962. 

Births 
j^th Regiment 

C O W I E . — T o Corporal and Mrs. M . R. Cowie, at Huntley Jubilee 
Hospital, a son, Raymond Peter, on 17th December, 1962. 

P A Y N E . — T o Sergeant and Mrs. J. W . Payne, at B.M.H., Hostert, a 
daughter, Debra*, on 29th December, 1962. 

K A Y E . — T o Signalman and Mrs. P. Kaye, at St. Luke's Hospital, Brad-
ford, a daughter, Carol Ann, on 19th December, 1962. 

* * * 
Congratulations also to Sergeant and Mrs. K . E. Wormall, Sergeant and 

Mrs. A . A . Murray, Corporal and Mrs. R. A . Paton, Signalman and 
Mrs. S. Pemberton, Signalman and Mrs. C . Scott and Signalman and 
Mrs. D . J. Jones on the • • • - • • " 
L . 
A. _ „ 
daughter each; all of 21st Regiment. 

vus. remoerton, Mgnaiman ana mrs. acott ana :>igna!iman ana 
Mrs. D . J. Jones on the birth of a son each; and Corporal and Mrs. 
L. H. Grubb, Corporal and Mrs. R. M . Malcolm, Signalman and Mrs. 

E. Davis and Signa'lman and Mrs. J. W . Taylor on the birth of a 

Beaths 
T I P P L E R . — A f t e r a long illness. Corporal Lawrence Roland Tippler, aged 

35, of 238 Squadron. He enlisted in the Royal Corps of Signals in 1952 
and served overseas, being posted to 238 Squadron because of ill 
health in 1961. He leaves a widow and two children. Officers of the 
Squadron represented the Royal Corps of Signals at the service of 
cremation on 23rd January. 

BALL.—Corporal Brian Ball, of 9th Regiment, as a result of a traffic 
accident in Cyprus on 24th January, 1963. He was a Life Member 
of Royal Signals Association. 

* * * 
B r i g a d i e r A . L e s l i e H a r r i s , M . C . News of the death of Brigadier 

A. Leslie Harris, M.C. , has just been received. Our sincere sympathy 
goes to Mrs. Harris and her son in their sad bereavement. A full 
obituary will appear in the next issue of THE WIRE. 

Movements—Officers 

Lieutenant M . J. A. Felton 
Lieutenant (Q.MO_ ^ . P a g e 
Captain M. J. H. Williams 
Lieutenant D . J. Jolly 
Lieutenant M . J. McCann 
Lieutenant (Tfc. Oflr.) R. J. Robinson 
Lieutenant K . G . Goulding 
Second-Lieutenant L . S. Hood 
Major J. C. Lucas 
Major D . D . Ranft 
Second-Lieutenant J. M . D . Hunter 
Captain (T.O.T.) C. P. Bolton .. . 
Major B. S. Fordyce 
Major J. Maclean 
Captain J. W. Fyfe 
Major H. D. V. Chappell 
Captain H. Taylor 
Captain J. G . Crowe 
Lieutenant R. C . M . Prince 
Captain J. Smith 
Captain (Q.M.) C . C. Cross, M.B.E. ... 

Captain B. M. Freeman 
Captain G. A. M. Holland 
Lieutenant R. J. Lettin 
Major P. P. H. Morton ... ... 
Major D . E. Salisbury 
Captain F . Smith 

15th February to 14th March 
T o 252 Squadron (Operating), H . K . 
„ 18 th Regiment 
,, 19th Regiment 

17th Regiment 

7 t h 
I St 
2 I S t 
Sig. 
9 t h 
24s 

249 Squadron 
H.Q., F.E., Singapore 
227 Squadron ( A L F C E ) . 
28th Regiment 
226 Squadron 

Regiment 
Regiment 
Regiment 
Works Services Group. 
Regiment (Cyprus) 
Squadron (Cyrenaaca) 

25s Squadron (Bahrain) 
All Arms Junior Leaders Regt. 
A . A . C . C . 
Junior Leaders Regiment 
63rd Regiment (T.A.) 
6ist (City of Edinburgh) Regt., 

T . A . 
30th R a i m e n t 
H.Q., Trg. Bde. Royal Signals 
n t h Regiment (Cadre) 
School of Signals 
H.Q., C O M C A N 
A.A.S. , Harrogate 

Movements—Warrant OfKeers and Sergeants 
March, 1»63 

W.O.I M . Ham 
W.O.I T . A. Swales ... 
W.O.I G. E. Loudoun 

W.O.II 
W.O.II 
W.O.II 
w.o.n 
W.O.II 
W.O.II 
W.O.II 
W.O.II 
W.O.II 
W.O.II 
W.O.II 
W.O.II 
W.O.II 

G. Schofield 
J. J. C.. Finch ... 
V. F. Burman ... 
A . Y . McKay ... 
D. G. Newton ... 
R. Scratton 
P. JVlitchell 
J. A . Raymond ... 
S. J. R. Dunlop 
J. H. Nixon 
J. R. Woodland 
D. W. Singleton 
D . J. Camell ... 

Staff Sergeant 
Staff Sergeant 
Staff Sergeant 
Staff Sergeant 
Staff Sergeant 
Staff Sergeant 
Staff Sergeant 
Staff Sergeant 
Staff Sergeant 
Staff Sergeant 
Staff Sergeant 
Staff Sergeant 
Staff Sergeant 
Staff Sergeant 
Staff Sergeant 
Staff Sergeant 
Staff Sergeant 

E. Piatt ... 
K . French 
N . Murray 
J. F. Thornton 
E. Arnold 
E. R. Hurnell . 
R. M. Goldberg 
D . J. Mortlock 
K . N. Winfield 
A . J. Wingate .. 
B. W. Tiuie ... 
A . J. Renouf ... 
G . S. MacDonald 
V. L . Haywood 
S. C. Stuckey ... 
I. R. Lidstone ... 
W . F. Graham 

Sergeant' 
Sergeant 
Sergeant 
Sergeant 
Sergeant 
Sergeant 
Sergeant 
Sergeant 
Sergeant 
Sergeant 
Sergeant 
Sergeant 
Sergeant 
Sergeant 
Sergeant 
Sergeant 
Sergeant 
Sergeant 
Sergeant 
Sergeant 
Sergeant 
Sergeant 
Sergeant 
Sergeant 
Sergeant 
Sergeant 
Sergeant 
Sergeant 
Sergeant 

R. Walker 
E. C. Brown ... 
F. G. Holmonroyd 
A . W. A. Bagweil 
W. G . Best ... 
T . R. !Vlall»bone 
E. J. H. Petrie 
V. G. Kelly ... 
R. V . Doyle ... 
A. Hulme 
G. K . Wardill ... 
D . G. McCarmey 
J. K . Angus ... 
T . J. Reilly ... 
J. M . Nelson ... 
D . J. Tanner ... 
E. J. Simpson ... 
H. D. Rees ... 
D . Clegg 
L . J. H. Merry 
A. Dixon 
A . G . Stapleton 
B. O'Neill 
E. H. D . Binding 
S. F . Bloom ... 
M . A. C . Read 
J. Rocke 
J. T . E. Evans 
F. S. Small ... 

Acting Sergeant J. P. Huey 

T o i j t h Regiment (2 Squadron) 
13th Regiment 
16th Regiment 

3rd Regiment 
9th Regiment 
46 Squadron R.A.S.C. 
6lst Regiment T . A . 
14th Regiment ( l Squadron) 
4th Regiment 
A.A.S . , Harrogate 
Federal Regular Army 
l l t h Regiment 
8th Regiment 
4th Regiment R.A. Signal T p . 
4th Regiment 
H.Q. Northern '^'^'nmand 

School of Signals 
633rd Troop 
19th Regiment 
219 Squadron 
l6th Regiment 
228 Squadron 
13th Regiment 
605th Troop 
I St Regiment 
262 Squadron 
Junior Leaders Regt. 
257 Squadron 
13th Regiment 
259 Squadron 
Junior Leaders Regt. 
234 Squadron 
Sudanese Armed Forces 

252 Squadron 
233 Squadron 
2ist Regiment 
222 Squadron 
261 Squadron 
2ist Regiment 
261 Squadron 
255 Squadron 
237 Squadron 
237 Squadron 
8th Regiment 
46 Squadron R.A.S.C. 
S .T.C. (F.E.) 
Sudanese Armed Forces 
254 Squadron 
9th Regiment 
H.Q. A.E.R. , Royal Signals 
24th Regiment 
9th Regiment 
243 Squadron 
n t h Regiment (2 Squadron) 
Camp Comdt. War Office 
H.Q. , B .A.O.R. 
H.Q. , B .A.O.R. 
H.Q. I (British) Corps 
17th (Gurkha) Regiment 
School of Signals 
Junior Leaders Regiment 
l l t h Regiment 

212 Squadron 

PLiEASE ! P L E A S E ! PLEASE ! 

A number of soldiers are now subscribing to THE 
WIRE individually. Do let us know in advance of 
vour future movements or postings so that we can 
keep our mailing list up-to-date and thus ensure that 
you received your WIRE on time each month. 

R O Y A L SIGNALS STABLE BELTS 

N e w Regulation Pattern with Straps 

Made up as required 

E X P O R T - - each 9/2 

U . K . incl. P . T a x - „ 9/10 
(Postaee Extra) 

T. F R O S T (Saddlers) B A W T R Y 
Nr. D O N C A S T E R 
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Promotions 
llt'gimenial Duty Roster 

T o W . O . I 

T o S Sgt. 
2340173 A / W . O . I 

22212207 Sgt. 
22525718 Sgt. 
22563100 A / S Sgt. 
22250651 S ^ . 

6103997 Sgt. 
22523837 Sgt. 

Licence, T . J. 

GUI, P . 
Blunt, P. 
Couzens, H. T . 
Taylor , J. E . 
C a m e y , P. J. 
Sharman, J. A . 

New Old 
Sen. No. Sen. No. 

1120 1720 
7 1 1 4 3260 (Op.) 
7140 2650 (Op.) 
7150 1060 (Ad.) 
7160 2750 (Op.) 
7170 3700 (Op.) 
7190 380 (Fd.) 

Foreman of Signals Roster 
T o W . O . I 2549279 W . O . I I Dewitt , V . 

Signal Centre Supervisors Roster 
T o W . O . I I 22515168 S Sgt. Acott, R . 

14098948 S Sgt. Hawkins, P. D . 

Teciinical Roster 
T o W . O . I I 2549527 S Sgt. 
T o S Sgt. 22178609 Sgt. 
T o Sgt. 22082770 Cpl . 

22983419 C p l . 
22983210 C p l . 
23488105 Cpl . 

2549571 C p l . 
22569917 A / S g t . 
22776438 Cpl . 
23502767 Cpl . 
22200328 Cpl . 
23513580 Cpl . 

Operating Roster 

Gunstone, D . W . 
Steeples, J. P. 
Beale, F . A . 
Pittock, M . V. 
Hogg, J. E . 
Croad-

Brangwyn, M . J. 
Jones, K . G . 
Hall, D . V . F . 
Brindle, G . F . 
Bennett, M . A . 
Gore, D . A . 
Cochrane, W . G . S. 

620 730 

1240 
1250 

620 380 
1190 1070 

3825 2950 
3870 7346 
3880 5560 

3858 7000 
3865 110 
3890 9688 
3895 1390 
3900 6810 
3828 4930 
3940 6060 

T o Sgt. 22537967 Cpl . Mallett, B. D . 10270 3690 T o Sgt. 
22515960 A / S g t . Brooke, G . V. 10280 1610 
22202537 A / S g t . Jones, R . F . 10290 2330 
22548041 Cpl . Bell, W . 10300 3050 
23230573 Cpl. Farrelly, J. C . 10310 3131 

2226819 A / S g t . Bishop, R . c. 10320 4110 
22242157 A / S g t . Lawbuary, L . V. 10330 4132 
22307585 Cpl . Collis, R . 10340 4474 

Field Roster 
T o Sgt. 23286361 Cpl . Goudman, P. T . 3530 3790 T o Sgt. 

23324125 C p l . Lawrence, B. R . 3550 4050 
22541900 Cpl . H a k e , G . 3560 720 
22537498 Cpl . Gray, L . 3570 950 

A D D I T I O N S 

Administrative Roster 
Sgts. 22515291 Sgt. Heeley, R. A. 1842 1560 

D E L E T I O N S 
Regimental Duty Roster 

W . O . I 660 680 
W . O . I I 
S Sgt. 

2220 
302 

3200 
2600 3870 

Technical Roster 
W . O . I 10 
W . O . I I 150 
Sgt. 1100 2860 

Operating Roster 
Sgt. 5310 5540 5550 

Male and Female 

VACANCIES IN GOVERNMENT SERVICE 
A number of vacancies, offering good career 

prospects, exist for :— 

C y p h e r O p e r a t o r s \ 
T e l e p r i n t e r O p e r a t o r s f 

Write , giving details of education, qualifi-
cations and experience, to :— 

Personnel Officer. G .C .H .Q . (CO/6), 
Foreign Office, 

53, Clarence Street, Cheltenham, Glos. 

îiiimiiiiiiiiMimiiiimiitiiniiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiMimimiiiiiiiiniimmiMiiiiiimiiimiiiiiiiiimiii 

I Forthcoming Events 
ITtli Meeting of the Rranch Representatives of 

the Royal Signals 
which will be combined with the 17th Special General Meet ing will 
be held at the Duke of York 's Barracks on Saturday, 20th April , 1963. 

39th Meeting of the Central Committee, Royal 
Signals Association 

will be held on 30th M a y , 1963. 

The Corps Weekend, Reunion and lOth Annual 
General Meeting of the Association 

will be held on 30th June, 1963. 

The Royal Signals Officers' ' At Home ' 
instead of a T e a Party at the Hyde Park Hotel, will take the form of 
a G A R D E N P A R T Y to be held at the Hurlingham Club, Fulham, S.W.6, 
at 4 for 4.30 p.m. on Thursday, 30th M a y . Al l Royal Signals Officers, 
Regular or Reserve A r m y , serving or retired, are eligible to attend with 
their wives. Ticket 13/6. D r e s s : Lounge suit. 

Royal Signals Officers' Annual Dinner 
A t the Hyde Park Hotel, Knightsbridge, on Wednesday, 29th M a y , at 
7 for 7.30 p.m. Ticket £ 1 . Dress : Evening Dress or dinner jacket. 

Royal Signals Institution Lectures, 1963 
Tuesday, 2nd April , " T h e Reserve A r m y , " Colonel G . H . T . Shrimpton, 
C.B.E., T.D., 6 p.m., at North Hall, Training Brigade, Royal Signals, 
Cattenck C a m p , Yorks. 

Tuesday, 24th September, " Joint Communications," Alajor-General A . M . 
W . Whistler, C.B.E., 6 p.m.. North Hall, Training Brigade, Royal Signals, 
Catterick Camp, Yorks. 

Thursday, 26th September, ' T h e Royal Canadian Signals," Major J. G . 
Berry, C.D., B.SC.. Royal Canadian Signal Corps, 6 p.m., at the T . A . Centre, 
47th Regunent, T . A . , D u k e of York's Headquarters, Chelsea, S .W.3 . 

Tuesday, 26th November, " Procurement of Signal E q t ^ m e n t , " Major-
General R. J. Moberly , C.B., O.B.E., 6 p.m., at North Hall, Training Brigade, 
Royal Signals, Catterick C a m p , Yorks. 

A Member may bring two guests to the above Lectures. 

R A N D ENGAGEMENTS 

Eastbourne 
Regents Park, London 
St. James's Park, London 
Dunfermline 
Kirkcaldy 
Kirkcaldy 
Edinburgh 
Folkestone 
Eastbourne 
Eastbourne 

Scarborough 
Scarborough 
Morecambe 

R O Y A L SIGNALS 
Touring Rand 

26th M a y - 8th June 
l6th June 
17th - 22nd June 
15th - 27th July 
2 ist July 
28th July 
I2th-i8th August 
ist-7th September 
8th-2ist September 
29th September-6th October .. 

Non-Touring Rand 
14th April 
I2th June 
23rd June 

Royal Signals Association 
N O R T H " L O N D O N B R A N C H . T h e Annual Dinner and Dance of the 
North London Branch will be held at the Cambridge, North Circular 
Road, Palmers Green, London, N . 1 3 , on Saturday, 6th Apri l . For 
tickets and information, apply to Hon. Branch Secretary, M r . J. T . 
Murphy, I , Marlborough Close, Whetstone, London, N.20. 
A L D E R S H O T B R A N C H . T h e Annual Dinner of the Aldershot Branch 
is to be held on Saturday, 27th April , at the Masonic Hall, Farnborough, 
at 7.15 p.m. for 7.45. Further information from M r . I . V . lent , Hon. 
Secretary, 1 1 1 , Gloucester Road, Aldershot. 

S O U T H A M P T O N B R A N C H . T h e 17th Annual Dinner of the South-
ampton Branch will be held at Bl ighmom (West) T . A . Centre, Millbrook 
Road, Southampton, on Saturday, 18th M a y , at 7.30 p.m. Tickets, at 
8/6, are available from M r . F. S. Griffiths, Hon. Treasurer, 60, Winchester 
Road, Shirley, Southampton. Members from neighbouring Associations are 
welcome, and also any I939-4S members of 43 Divisional Signals, who 
will feel feel very much at home al this gathering. 

Prel iminary Notice 
There is to be a Royal Signals Officers' ' A T H O M E , ' at the Aldershot 
C l u b on the occasion of the R.E./Royal Signals cricket match on Saturday, 
15th June, which will be open to all Royal Signals officers past or present 
and their families. 

Cost of ticket and full details will be published later. 
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Itoynl Sif^nalN I Iock«y Club r ixturus, lOOa 
I2th-i5th April Scarborough Hockey Festival—-Scar-

borough 

Koyal ColHn;< Socicty Fixturi^s, 106.1 
24th April 
25lh and 26th April 
29th May 

4th June 
19th June 
xith July 
17th July 
15th August 
29th August 
21 St September 
2Sth September 
26th and 27th September 

York Golf Club, at York 
Spring Meeting at Pannal 
R.M.A., Sandhurst, at Camberley 

Heath 
R.E., at Hankley Common 
R.A.S.C., at Fleet 
R.A., at Sunningdale 
R.A.P.C., at Hankley Common 
R.E.M.E., at East Berkshire 
R.A.O.C., at Swinley Forest 
Staff College, at Camberley Heath 
Ironsides, at Hankley Common 
September Autumn Meeting at 

Hankley Common 

C.R. S IGNALS ( M I D E A S T ) 

A report on behalf of Royal Signals (Aden) on the visit of 
the S.O.-in-C. 

Major-General Swainson paid a brisk visit to Aden between 
3rd and 7th February. 

During the three working days spent in the newly designated 
State of Aden, he inspected all Royal Signals Units, including 
222 Squadron, 254 Squadron, Federation Regular Army Signal 
Squadron, 603 Troop, 650 Troop, Scots Greys Signal Troop 
and 9/12th Lancers Signal Troop. 

At the comprehensive briefing in H.Q. Mideast before he 
visited Units, he was spared none of the problems associated 
with communicating in this unified, complicated and expanding 
Command. In return, during his inspections of Units, he 
spared us none of those quick fire searching questions which 
indicate an unwillingness to accept things at face value. 

The tight programme allowed little time for relaxation, 
though on the social side we were able to offer excellent lunches 
laid on by H.Q. Mideast Joint Officers' Mess, Aden Garrison 
Officers' Mess and the R.A.F. Officers' Mess at Khormaksar. 
At the inevitable cocktail party, he was able to meet Royal 
Signals (Aden) officers and their wives as well as those of the 
Aden hierarchy who he would not meet elsewhere. 

On the last night of his stay, a Royal Signals Guest Night 
was arranged in the new and well appointed Aden Garrison 
Officers' Mess. The G.O.C. M.E.L.F., Major-General Robert-
son, and the C.S.O. (A.F.M.E.), Wing-Commander Howard, 
attended, though unfortunately the C.-in-C. Mideast, Air Chief 
Marshal Sir Charles Elworthy, had to decline at the last minute. 

The S.O.-in-C. was taken away quite early from this enjoy-
able evening (made even more enjoyable by the trumpeters 
and band of the 9/12th Royal Lancers) by the G.O.C. (with 
whom he was staying) in order to be rested for a 5 a.m. take 
oft for Cyprus. Rumour has it, that unlike the rest of the pro-
gramme, the " early to bed " arrangements did not go according 
to plan! 

We, in this Command, were much impressed with the speed 
and understanding with which the S.O.-in-C. grasped our 
problems and with his general intentions for the Corps in the 
future as reflected in his broadcast over F.B.S. Aden. 

We must appreciate the spirit of his visit—he is no longer the 
unseen appointment—we now feel we know him and he knows 
us in all our shades black, white and Gray (!). With sincerity 
and respect, aU ranks wish him " good l u c k " for the onerous 
tasks which lie ahead. 

A N N O N Y M O U S 
T h e bat tery c o v e r wil l c o m e o f f — y o u just t r y again! 

SCHOOL OF SI f iXALS 
Gift of A l tar Frontal and Psa l ter to 

St. Mart in ' s 

On i6th December, 1962, during the annual Choral Service 
St. Martin's Church, Catterick, the Assistant Chaplain General 
of Northern Command, the Reverend P. W. F. Cato, dedicated 
a new altar frontal, bourse and veil, which were the gift of Major 
and Mrs. George Flynn. Mrs. Flynn had designed and 
embroidered them and they represent about six years of devoted 
and painstaking work. The altar frontal is of green silk brocade 
with a design in gold based on Old English Church Embroidery 
and which consists of a main central motif of a sunbiurst and 
angels enclosing the Holy Name, supported on each side by 
five stylised flower motifs. The bourse and the veil are of 
similar green silk brocade and each is embroidered with an 
appropriate small motif. The whole is a really beautiful piece 
of work and the church will always be most grateful to Major 
and Mrs. Flynn for this lovely gift. 

The Reverend Cato also dedicated at the same service a 
very lovely illuminated Psalter, presented to the Royal Signals 
Memorial Chapel by Lieutenant-Colonel R. B. S. Eraut, who 
is now working as a Retired Officer in the R.E.M.E. Training 
Centre at Aborfield. The psalter has been in his family for 
over a hundred years and his gift of this beautiful book to the 
Corps Memorial Chapel is greatly appreciated. 

The Reverend P. Rennison who has been the senior chaplain 
at St. Martin's for the past three years has left on posting to 
Hong Kong. Both he and his wife had identified themselves 
completely with Royal Signals and were known and loved by a 
large number of all ranks. They will be greatly missed and we 
wish them both the best of fortune in Hong Kong. 

Obituary 
Major W. A. Eraser-Harris, R.A. 

Major W. A. (Wilfred) 
F r a s e r - H a r r i s , Royal 
Artillery, the first GSO2 
(R.A.) at the School of 
Signals, died on 25th 
January, 1963, after a 
sudden and short illness. 
He filled this new staff 
appointment most suc-
cessfully and brought 
both experience and 
understanding to it. He 
was basically a field gun-
ner but also had a wide 
military background. His 
service had been active 
and varied and included 
Field Battery Com-
mander in the last war, 
instructor at R.M.A.S., 
Military M i s s i o n in 
Abyssinia, M.A. to G.O.C. 
Federation of Malaya 
and Second-in-Command 
40th Field Regiment in 
B.A.O.R. 

He had qualified at the Staff College, Camberley. 
He identified himself completely with the School of Signals, 

and contributed greatly to the development of instruction and 
doctrine. He was always ready to assist Royal Signals officers 
in their instruaion and private studies. As the only Gunner 
in Catterick he became indispensable in aU T E W T S and 
Studies conducted by H.Q. Yorkshire District. 

In the sports sphere, Wilfred played a fast game of squash, 
was fond of fishing and was a very good shot. He spent many 
hours encouraging and teaching our Young Officers to take 
advantage of the fine shooting facilities in the Garrison. 

Wilfred had a charm of manner and a wonderful sense of 
humour which endeared him to all. He and his wife Betty had 
frequently shown great kindness to others and had made many 
friends, who will miss them greatly. T o her and their two sons 
we extend our deepest sympathy. 

Our Corps is indebted to Wilfred Fraser-Harris, who has 
contributed so much to the training of Royal Signals officers, 
and to the life of the School and Garrison. 
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W h i t e Swan T r o o p on D a r t m o o r aiding a Farmer 

.llj 'NIOH I .EADEnS I tEGIMENT 

Like all Units in England the bitter weather has seriously 
affected all training. However, we have managed to use the 
snow to our advantage on a few occasions as the two stories 
show. 

Ski-ing in the Cairngorms. On the 13th December a 
party of six Junior Leaders and two Staff went to spend a week's 
leave ski-ing in Scotland. 

When we arrived in Aviemore there seemed to be very little 
snow to be seen, but the locals assured us that there was plenty 
to be had in the hills. 

We were staying in the Army ski hut at Rothiemurchus, and 
we were very pleased to find that a track had been built all the 
way to the hut. This cut out the necessity of walking the last 
three mUes with our equipment. 

The only mountain with a decent layer of snow was the 
Cairngorm, about six mOes away. Luckily we were able to get 
a lift with a party from Troon every day except the first. TTie 
weather was perfect, sunshine during the day and snowfall at 
night. Lieutenant Pickup and Sergeant Markham had both 
done some ski-ing in B.A.O.R. and provided the instruction. 
The first lesson learnt was that to ski downhill for five minutes 
meant climbing uphill for twenty-five minutes. That's some-
thing that is never shown on the films! 

A very enjoyable week during which the basic principles of 
ski-ing were certainly mastered. Now we are dreaming of 
bigger things, like Norway—or South Devon in January. 

White Swan in the Arctic. Dartmoor was a scene of 
arctic desolation. The heather and the gorse usually two to 
three feet high was covered in a blanket of snow varying in 
depth from one to four feet. The raging winds had whipped 
the surface into a shimmering crust of large crystals and the 
sun's reflection was trying to the unshielded eye. 

Twenty-four members of White Swan Troop volunteered to 
carry hay from Hole Farm to two flocks of sheep cut off by 
the severe conditions. 

Each of us carried about 20 lb. of hay along two miles of 
slippery lanes and then for i j miles we followed tractor tracks 
in the deep snow. The going was still difficult because the 
incessant winds had filled these tracks with soft snow. 

We then split into two parties, each with about two miles of 
deep soft snow still to cover. We aU had our moments of 
almost complete submersion in drifts and headlong dives down 
steep slopes. 

One party tried to find an easier route through a pine forest, 
but the abrupt contours of the colossal drifts in the fire gaps 
made it more difficult, but we learnt to follow the more gradual 
contours where the surface had been slightly frozen by the icy 
winds. 

Both flocks of sheep were obviously hungry and some sheep 
were seen burrowing into the snow in a desperate search for 
food. 

On arrival back at the farm we ourselves were famished and 
tired. The stew was eaten with great gusto and the grateful 
farmer's tea was delicious. In all a satisfying hard day's work. 
It had taken six and a half hours to cover the twelve miles. 

3rd REGIMENT 
Looking back over the last year we see that once again we 

have managed to keep the Regimental Tourist Agency well 
occupied. Members of the Regiment have found themselves 
serving in four overseas countries. 

Ocnniark. Those attached to 22nd S.A.S. found them-
selves amply rewarded for the stringencies of serving with these 
redoubtable warriors by the hospitality of their Danish hosts 
and a visit to the centre of local industry—Carlsberg Breweries. 

Greece. September found members of the Regiment in 
Greece, providing Air Support Communications for Exercise 
" Soft Putty," a detailed account of which appeared in Novem-
ber WIRE. Let it just be said they had a damp but enjoyable 
time. 

9forthern Ire land. During Exercise " Winged Coach-
man," Brigade Airhead Troop flew to Northern Ireland in 
support of an Infantry Brigade Group, and enjoyed the weather 
exclusively reserved for 3rd Division on exercise. Blizzards, 
mud and ice. 

llritiKh Honduras. The composite Signal Troop con-
tinued to serve in British Honduras until March, commanded by 
Lieutenant M. (call me C.S.O. Br. Honduras) Marples, now 
departed for the Trucial Oman Scouts. 

British Guiana. July saw Lieutenant J. J. Bally off to 
British Guiana on a four and a half months holiday to command 
a detachment of 238 Squadron. 

Home News. Since news of the Regiment last appeared, 
we have embarked on an intensive eight-week programme of 
trade training. Despite interruptions, caused by the Brunei 
alert, we have managed to continue and in March hope to up-
grade as many of the operators as possible. Even those who 
cannot be upgraded have benefited immensely, morse speeds 
have jumped up, and procedures and skills much improved. 
Especially to benefit are those operators, recently arrived, who 
have been serving in Regiments using voice radio links. By 
the time the exercise season starts they should be fully capable 
of taking their place on our t.g. links. 

Much hard work has been done, especially by the N.C.O.s 
concerned in the instruction, who can take pride in the con-
tribution they have made to increasing the efficiency of the 
Regiment. 

By the time this goes to Press, trade training will have 
finished and we will be in the throes of preparing for our first 
exercise of the year. Since the 1962 exercise season finished we 
have lost many of the more experienced personnel to Germany, 
and their loss will be felt keenly. New blood is trickling in, 
however, and we know they will achieve the high standard 
reached by their predecessors. 

Finally a small incident which had a great uplifting effect 
on morale during Exercise " Winged Coachman." 

Scene: A blasted heath (Northern Ireland). Thunder, 
lightning and blizzard. A group of linemen toiling left. Enter 
right a Very Senior Officer, Royal Artillery, in Land Rover. 
V.S.O.R.A. (to drivers). 

" There, work the toughest men in the Army." Exit linemen 
" chuffed." 

Butchers : Grocers : Game Dealers 
our aim in all Depts.:— 

Superb Quality 

CHAS. JACKSON & SONS 
63, 64 and 66 SKINNERGATE 

Established DARLINGTON 

Sixty Years Satisfactory Service 

" WE B U Y T H E B E S T " " WE SELL T H E B E S T " 

DAILY DELIVERIES IN YOUR DISTRICT 
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4th KEGIMEIVT 

As forecast by the C.O. last month these WIRE Notes come 
to you from the new integrated Regiment. We took the plunge 
on 21 St January and have been trying to get our heads above 
water ever since. The Adjutant seems to have solved his 
problems by a simple expedient of going home at 7.30 instead 
of his former 6 o'clock and the Intelligence Officer has achieved 
a satisfactory compromise by calling his organisation ' Signal 
Training, All Arms,' assuming with a brave front the task of 
sorting out the mysteries of furthering the careers of Gunners, 
Guardsmen and Privates. 

Our Warrant Officers and Sergeants have moved over to new 
quarters and handed over block 10 to the Corporals, who look 
forward to having their own Mess. The Corporals already have 
their own cookhouse, as we found that integration brought us 
to the point of having almost as many Corporals as Signalmen. 
This trend came to full flower in " Z " Troop where the O.C. 
wrestles with the problem of how to command sixty-six rank 
and file with only fourteen Warrant Officers and Sergeants. 

Our old friends and rivals, " H.Q." Company, have joined us 
with good spirit and good will and we all look forward to 
making a mark in sport and work. They brought with them 
some first-class athletes and games players who are already 
pulling their weight. We view the coming season with 
confidence. 

One of our last functions as a ' single-arm' Regiment was 
the annual entertainment of the Warrant Officers and Sergeants 
by the Officers. It was a hectic and very wet evening. The 
G.O.C. and C.C.R. Signals were kind enough to come along 
and join in the games and the G.O.C. soon showed that he 
played a " mean " game of cribbage, only equalled by his direct 
and effective technique in cock fighting. Sergeant House was 
upended in most decisive manner. 

Whatever the weight of unwelcome chores and duties piled 
on the rest of us, a few of the cleverer types get away each 
month on some well-disguised swan. This month a small party 
under Lieutenant Insall went off to Winterberg to lay a short 
line. It took them three days to complete the job and they still 
talk of the hardship and dangers involved. Corporal, now 
Sergeant, Phillips commanded the Une party and reconnoitred 
the route on skies. It became clear that even the A.C.L. would 
have to wear skis if it were not to vanish under feet of snow 
so skis were found for all and work started. Lance-Corporal 
Booth made his own private avalanche and Signalman Oliver 
did his best to force through a route under the snow, but in 
spite of all attempts to drag the job out—one nameless expert 
even soldiered in a first class short—the job was finished and 
the party had 10 return to routine work in barracks. 

There is little to report about sport this month; the weather 
has kept us all off the sports field. There are compensations, 
however, the snow offers lots of opportunities to learn to ski 
and Troops have been taking their sports afternoons as usual. 
There can be few slopes in the neighbourhood which have not 
seen at least one smart sitzmark by a member of the Regi-
ment, and rumour has it that the Paymaster is practising for 
next year's bobsleigh championships. The Second-in-Com-
mand has also been seen completely out of control on the 
Bismark slope. 

February sees the start of the exercise season with a short 
" walk about" in the snow, our first venture as an integrated 
Regiment. Recce will be in the hands of our R.A.S.C. 
M.T.O., rations wiU be the concern of our R.T.R. Quarter-
master, and our R.S.M. will try his hand at laying out the 
defence of Main Divisional Headquarters. In short, 4th (All 
Arms) Regiment takes to the field with quiet confidence. No 
doubt next month will bring you a report on the results. 

S T A M P COLLECTORS 
THE JUNIOR I.EADERS REGIMENT has restarted 

Its Philatelist Club anfl will be most grateful to 
receive stamps from all Regiments, Squadrons, 
Detachments serving overseas. 

Amateur radio enthusiasts receive many QSL cards 
with foreign stamps. 

Envelopes containing stamps to please be addressed: 
Philatelist Club, Junior Leaders Regiment, Royal 
Signals, Denbury Camp, Newton Abbot, South Devon. 

n t h KEGIMENT 

The arctic-like weather has made outdoor training extremely 
arduous and even such an activity as drill has been made 
difficult. The snowploughs and manpower find it difficult to 
cope with our large squares. 

Nevertheless, we are now fully at home when it comes to 
building snow-men and igloos when Adventure Training takes 
place, unfortunately this does not really help to turn out 
trained soldiers! 

Recently many new extra-mural activities and clubs have 
sprung up in the Regiment. In their copious free time, members 
of the Regiment have now the choice of taking part in no less 
than thirty activities, ranging from jazz to handicrafts, and the 
use of the trampoline in the gymnasium to indoor archery. This 
latter pastime has proved extremely popular and is well 
supported by all ranks. 

Coursos Wing . Despite the appalling weather conditions, 
which at this time of the year tend to make our fairly extensive 
outdoor activities rather trying, we have had no casualties 
either on Preston Moor with our map-reading, or in the 
Guisborough area with Civil Defence training. 

On the Moor it is always some compensation, when one is 
harbouring bitter thoughts about the " Retreat from Moscow " 
at the end of the exercise, to head for the " Kings Arms" in 
Redmire for some lunch, where mine host is ye ex-Lieutenant-
Colonel " Bi l l" Edwards (ex-Royal Signals). 

In the case of Guisborough where recently for the first time 
the weather forced us to abandon our exercise in its normal 
form, some reUef from the rather primitive living conditions 
was to be had of an evening in " The Boosbeck Arms " or the 
Pier Ballroom at Redcar, where the locals have often been 
dumbfounded by the " twisting" of quite senior and much 
respected Royal Signals N.C.O.s. 

These activities tend to balance out the nervous strain of 
being lowered by fellow students from considerable heights 
by ropes, strapped to a stretcher, and the shock of handling 
" casualties " skilfully and horribly prepared by Staff Warren 
after his " Casualty Simulation Course." 

The Q.M. still manages to produce ammunition for the 
firing of our 3.5 Rocket Launchers, which produce such a 
gratifying flash and a bang. O.C. Courses Wing, who rashly 
offered a pint for every hit scored on the target has had second 
thoughts after a recent Course registered nine direct hits. 

Itcst Recruit. The last two Pass Off Parades have been 
held amidst much snow and it is only thanks to the snow-
ploughs that any parade was possible at all. 

On i8th J a n u a r y , 
Signalman Trevor Wood, 
aged 19, was the top re-
cruit of his intake. His 
home is at 10, Clifton 
Avenue, Roundhorn, Old-
ham. Wood left Water-
loo Secondary Modem 
School, Oldham, in 1959. 
Since then he has tried 
several office jobs but 
found them all boring. 

His father served in 
Royal Engineers as a 
Sergeant in North Africa 
and Italy during the war, 
and Trevor had heard 
many stories of the 
variety and comradeship 
that Army life offered. 

He decided therefore 
to follow in his father's 
footsteps. The only dif-
ference was that he 
decided to join Royal 
Signals as he thought 
there was more chance to 
get ahead and leam a use-
ful technical trade. Signalman T. W o o d 

He now goes on to train as a Special Operator with hopes 
for a posting somewhere overseas. 

The Best Recruit of ist February was Signalman Bryan J. 
Isles, who celebrated his 23rd birthday that very same day. 
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THE STAFF OF COURSES W I N G 

[Photograph by Glouerslof Richmond 

Front: Staff Sergeant A. War ren , W.O.M J. Emery, Major K. A. Jordan, Lieut-
enant C. J. Crow, Staff Sergeant T. Cushen 

Reor.'Sergeant P. Stowe, Corporal L. Hudspeth, StaffSergeant K. fA. Hil l , Sergeant 
K. H. R. Dale 

His home is at i8, Lyndhurst Close, Neasden, London, N.W.io, 
where he lived with his parents. 

He attended Kilbum Grammar School and before he left 
at the age of i6, won several prizes for athletics and rugby. 

Before he decided to join the Army, Isles worked in a bank 
in Hampstead. This kind of life, however, he found too 
routine. He wanted an adventurous Ufe and the chance to get 
on, therefore he joined the Army. 

He chose Royal Signals as he was interested in electronics 
and is now going on to train as a Telegraph Technician, the 
next step in his Army career. 

Best Shot. Readers may remember a recent article about 
Signalman Rees who went to Buckingham Palace to receive the 
Duke of Edinburgh's Award. Rees was the best shot of his 
intake and now goes on to his trade training to be a Telegraph 
Operator. 

Commonwealth Recrait. Our latest Commonwealth 
recruit is, like the previous one featured in THE WIRE, also from 
Canada. 

Twenty-three-year-old Signalman Nathaniel B. Reid, of 
Montreal, joined the British Army with the hope of getting 
into the Army Air Corps. 

When in Canada he was flying light aircraft of the Cessna 
type as he holds a Canadian Commercial Pilots licence. 

He originally came to this country in April, 1961, to fly for 
B.E.A., but found that he was not qualified so to do, due to a 
misunderstanding which had occurred in Canada. 

After taking an office job in Glasgow, he returned to Canada 
in June, 1962, but then returned to this country in September, 
1962, flying in a Boeing 707 in a very short space of time. 

It was not possible for him to join the A.A.C. direct, so he 
chose Royal Signals instead where he will learn a trade. 

His hobbies are numerous and include soccer, swimming, 
ski-ing, skin-diving and flying. 

When in Canada, he belonged to the Montreal Parachutists 
Club. He has made seven free falls to date from heights of up 
to 6,500. Surely there cannot be many soldiers. Royal Signals, 
with this sort of hobby! 

Commenting about the English snowy weather, he said: 
" It's nothing compared to what we have at home. Drifts of 
8-12 feet are common in and around Montreal at this time of 
year." 

Let's hope those sort of conditions never come to Catterick! 

13th REGIMENT 

1 Squadron. Sport is a feature of our life and our two 
leading footballers, Lance-Corporal Ross and Signalman Clark, 
are much sought after by the local German side for their league 
matches. Signalman Stafford, a judo black belt, having competed 
in West German Judo Olympics, is now much in demand by the 
Monchen-Gladbach, Roermond and Aachen Judo Clubs for 
their club teams, and on various occasions he has had the honour 
of captaining all. Six members of the Troop are in the Regi-
mental basketball team and Signalman James, a most hardy 
individual, is in the cross country team. 

Gliding. (Contributed by Lance-Corporal Kelly.) I have 
sampled many sports during the past five years but have found 
none more satisfying than gliding. Ghding was the first form of 
flight perfected by the Wright brothers in the Killdevil Hills 
of America at the turn of the century. Since then it has gradually 
become more and more popular. 

Anyone wishing to take up this sport should start by having 
a fortnight's summer course, as I did. Initial training is done 
in a dual controlled aircraft with a qualified instructor and an 
average of 30-60 flights is needed before you will be allowed 
to fly solo. Once solo—the sky is your playground and with 
the modern glider even the novice pilot can achieve lengthy 
flights. 

Flying is not, of course, the sole occupation in a gliding club, 
this is essentially a club sport and members get down to main-
tenance, winch car driving, signalling and aircraft handling. 
GUding also has the advantage of being a family sport. 

Gliding in the Forces is an inexpensive sport with only a 
nominal membership fee and then a small charge of approxi-
mately 5s. for each launch. Most service gliding is held on air-
fields under the auspices of the R.A.F. Gliding and Soaring 
Association, but there are now 100 clubs in the U.K. alone. 

Present powerless flight records stand at over 47,000 feet for 
height, 500 miles for distance and 55 hours for endurance. 
Who knows, perhaps you may set new standards. 

In conclusion I can only add that my four years of gliding 
have given me untold pleasure and once a pilot—always a pilot. 

Winter W a r f a r e Course at Silberhiitte. (Contri-
buted by Corporal Kitson.) It was with a little trepidation that 
I left the " luxury " of camp for the icy slopes of Silberhiitte. 
Was it really possible that I could be changed from a pure 
novice to a proficient skier in a mere twelve days? 

We were broken in gently with a day's instruction on walking 
and running on skis and two days' gingerly sampling the 
nursery slopes. How easy it seemed! Day 4 dawned and we 
began to tackle the true meat of the problem: cross country 
treks, survival tests and an overnight camp in the Harz moun-
tains. For this camp, the course set off in parties of ten, each 
man carrying a rucksack with his personal kit and each in turn 
providing " man-power" for a 250-275 lb. sledge carrying 
rations, tents, etc. Seven to eight hours pulling produced some 
of the most " colourful " words in the English language. 

Highlight of the course is the final test to select the best 
squad and to grade individuals. This consists of two cross 
country races over 5 km and a number of individual tests where 
one either passes or fails—no " on the brink " results. 

This is a reaUy good and interesting course and although the 
accommodation is sparse the hot warming stews are well 
received. My thanks to the instructors, particularly Cor^ral 
Mitchell, who showed me muscles that I never knew existed 
and safely saw me pass the course. 

Cross Country. Ice and snow made our cross country 
course far too dangerous for us to stage the Rhine Area Cham-
pionships this year, and we were lucky that 21st Regiment 
quickly stepped into the breach. In atrocious conditions our 
team ran well to come third. Corporals Russell and Smith 
and Private Wilson did particularly well. 

Sergeants' Mess. It was with great regret that we said 
goodbye to our Second-in-Command, Major (now Lieutenant-
Colonel) E. J. Winn, at a cocktail party on 15th January, and 
all members wish both him and Mrs. Winn a happy tour in 
Hong Kong. 
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14 th REGIMENT 
n. l I .Q. and I Squadron. The weather will no doubt 

be the main topic of most U.K. Unit notes for January. Suffice 
it to say that Gloucestershire has had more than its fair share. 
Several members of the Squadron have been engaged in rescue 
work in the Cotswolds. In particular, Signalman H. J. Evans, 
Lance-Corporal D. J. Wood, Lance-Corporal R. Kenworthy and 
Private N. D. Holder, A.C.C., did Stirling work moving milk 
churns from farms that had been cut off by snow. 

The Tape Relay Centre continued to function in spite of 
drifts in the lines. It is remarkable how the shifts managed to 
get on duty in time, even if across country on foot. On one 
occasion Mr. R. Hunt, a civilian telecommunications operator, 
had to abandon his motor cycle and walk the remaining seven 
miles to Boddington. 

Inside the T.R.C. great clouds of dust prevail as hordes of 
workmen with pneumatic drills prepare the way for bigger and 
better equipment. 

It is very sad that just at this junction, Mr. Charles Paine, 
Garrison Works Officer, should die so suddenly and un-
expectedly. 

Sport. Not much except netball. The girls had rather bad 
luck to be beaten by W.R.A.C. School of Instruction i8—17 
after extra time in the Command final. 

Farewell. To Major J. G. Oliver, O.B.E., on his retirement 
after 35 years service in the Corps. The accompanying photo 
shows him receiving an automatic device for producing inumer-
able cups of coffee with " Bristol" Milk. We gave it to him, 
as the C.O. said, not only from ourselves, but from Royal 
Signals, and great is our debt. 

T o Major M. K. Cavanagh, W.R.A.C., founder of 623 Troop. 
She goes to War Office A.G. 16 and Major D. D. W. Brousson, 
W.R.A.C., takes her place. 

To Lieutenant (Q M.) S. Ormond administrator pas excellence 
now at H.Q. Northern Command, relieved by Captain (Q.M.) 
K. O. Knight. 

authorised the money to provide a court for badminton, volley-
ball, etc., made of ashphalt, with a suitable surround of turf 
for spectators. 

Installation of music while you work, sleep/play is in hand. 
Each individual accommodation room will be able to receive 
a selection of two programmes. The equipment was presented 
by the generosity of the Nuffield Trust. 

Our creative genius has been loose once again, and we are 
the proud possessors of a ballroom, very tastefully decorated. 
It was built by the Unit members under the able direction of 
Sergeant G. F. Austin. We are eagerly awaiting the inauguration. 

3 Squadron. January has been a month significant for its 
arctic look at Bampton! 

As the camp, however, is unfortunately isolated at the end of 
a spur from the main (village) road it has literally meant " dig-
out." A nonetheless novel note was detected on the days when 
a rum issue was announced. As warming as digging snow may 
be, it is a certain fact that the morale boost of receiving a free 
tot at the expense of H.M. Government is equally effective. 

The fact that the aerial system and receivers were kept work-
ing at full blast speaks much however for the hard work, team-
spirit and effort displayed by Squadron (mihtary and civilian 
personnel) and our R.A.F. detachment. 

Our first soccer game for six weeks (against Oxford Police) 
was played last Thursday. This came as a result of one of the 
non-popular operation " Snow-shift" which produced a pitch 
literally dug out to size in the snow. 

We are pleased to record the arrival of ex-Staff Sergeant R. 
Menzies who is to fill a civilian post in the M.Q.A.S. Barrack 
stores. 

Our very best wishes to W.O.II R. J. Cook, B.E.M., who will 
be remembered by many in the camp. W.O.II Cook left us 
last week on terminal leave following a " last-six-months" 
attachment. He appeared to have a number of jobs lined up, 
but it seems that, as with most long service soldiers, the 
housing problem becomes the greatest problem in resettlement. 

Major J. G . O l i v e r , O.B.E. , w i t h Lieutenant C o l o n e i -
W . E. Lyske 

2 Squadron. Since our previous contribution we have 
been subjected to inspections of various patterns. 

However, operational commitments such as building a team 
of sharp-shooter footballers was not delayed and we have been 
fortunate in providing Squadron players for the Regimental 
team. 

We have just received information from our Travelling Agent 
that the Engineers have agreed to bulldoze a new football 
ground with provision of a terrace embankment for spectators. 
This will be a most valuable asset as an amenity. 

By manipulation and devious means we have also been 

I « t h REGIMEIVT 

Rugby. This month the main activity has been the tour of 
Malaya by the Rugby team, led by Captain J. N. Hancock, the 
Adjutant. It was a short tour, with two matches played, but 
they watched the H.M.S. Malaya Cup Final at Kualar Lumpur. 
We beat Central Johore 26—6 and lost 3—-19 to the Selangor 
Club. The trip was not without incident, for Signalman " Bob " 
Charles of S.T.C. broke his leg. 

Boxing. We unfortunately suffered a defeat in the Royal 
Signals v. R.A.O.C. boxing, losing 19—14 points. Our winning 
boxers were Lance-Corporal Graham, Signalman Sandlan and 
Corporal Lee. 

Soccer. Our M.O.R. soccer team beat the Police in the final 
of the Malayan Armed Forces Cup 3 — i , and we hold the 
trophy for the fourth year in succession. 

Golf. Our Regimental golf course opened on 24th January, 
1963, with an Open Tournament. Prizes were won by Major 
D. Prince, Major D. Hall and Mrs. Newman^—the Paymaster's 
wife. 

II.M.S. I lormes. On 6th January, the Regimental Rugby 
team were beaten by H.M.S. Hermes Rugby team 5—o in a 
tropical rainstorm. The background story was that our name-
sake ship's team rolled up on Saturday the 5th, but the match 
could not be played. Undaunted, the teams carried on with the 
post—^unplayed—match activities and had a riotous evening. 
The conditions of play were exactly the same on Sunday, but 
a feeling of guilt drove them on. 

Brunei. The Regiment's share in the Brunei operations is, 
unfortunately, still under the seal. However, we have hot news 
of our active-service cook maltreating the stomachs of innocent 
Gurkhas. 

W.O.II Chambers and Sergeant Green are our headmen over 
there, with a motley collection of operators. Morale is very high 
and they send back frequent reports from ' Our Wild Man in 
Borneo.' 

Communications, by and large, have been very good and the 
effort put in by everyone has paid dividends. In the early 
stages, operators found themselves doing all sorts of duties, 
including road patrols. Now, however, there is an organised 
Joint Signal Centre and a large communication complex. The 
D i i is there and can be reckoned to having a trial by combat. 
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It has impressed all who have used it and the traffic handling 
capacity of such a mobile set has been truly amazing. 

{A fuller article about Brunei is on Page 93-94) 

Auto Exchanges. The automisation programme in the 
island is going strongly forward after the completion of the 
first part of the programme—^Pasir Panjang exchange. This is 
now fully automatic, as reported in the last edition. Lieutenant-
Colonel I. M. A. Jones, the Project Liaison Officer, now bears 
the title of Jones the Auto. 

Work has been hindered by the Public Works Department, 
who keep widening the roads and stretching the cables. As a 
result, a spy-ring is operated by the O.C. and agents keep 
trotting in with " guff " on the latest holes. 

21st REGIMENT 
Though the weather has prevented nearly all our sport, the 

Regiment has been able to continue with its cross country 
running with great success. In the Rhine Area Championships 
on 9th January, 1963, which were switched from Bergelin to 
Laarbruch due to the impossible conditions existing there, we 
were running on our home ground, the R.A.F. Station Com-
mander, Group-Captain C . S. G . Stanbury, C.B.E., D.S.O., D.F.C., 
A.F.C., having kindly authorised the use of the Airfield Ring 
Road, a total distance of 67 miles. Although the surface in 
parts was slippery, the course generally was in fairly good 
condition—thanks to Sergeant Nelson's valiant efforts with a 
sanding party. Lance-Corporal C. Holden, of this Regiment, 
was the winner. The rest of our team packed in well and our 
total for eight runners was 108 points, giving us a comfortable 
win for the Minor Units Championship. The total for the 
winning iVIajor Unit was 209 points. This was the Regiment's 
third consecutive win for this trophy. 

On 26th January, 1963, our team went to Padderborn for the 
B.A.O.R. Championships; the team was slightly changed from 
the previous race and comprised W.O.II (R.Q.M.S.) Palmer, 
Lance-corporals Abbott, Holden, Signalmen Bacon, Aimer, 
McKeown, Glendinning, Western, Craftsman Smith, R.E.M.E., 
and Private Gray, A.C.C. The conditions were appalling after 
a month of snow and frost—there had been a further six inch 
fall of snow in the morning which concealed the ice patches. 
Though the snow stopped before the race, a bitter wind was 
sweeping across the open country. All members of the team 
did well, and showed great determination and spirit and, 
though their form was not so good as in the Rhine Area Cham-
pionships, they managed a well-deserved second place behind 
iI.Q. 4 Guards Brigade. After two years of second place, we 
are determined to win next year. Lance-Corporal Holden 
finished fifth and has been selected to run for B.A.O.R. in the 
Army Championships at Aldershot—we wish him every success. 

negimeiital Bingo. Some weeks ago, urged on by the 
Commanding Officer, Captain T . P. Canham, in his capacity 
as PRI (hard-pressed and barely solvent), put into operation a 
weekly Bingo. The results have been quite remarkable; the 
weekly winner receiving approximately £30, and the PRI 
£7 los. Thirteen numbers are drawn daily in the PRI's office 
and published in Part I Orders. Our PRI will gladly give the 
rules and full details of the system to any other Regiment or 
Signal Unit. In fact, it is now going so well that, apart from 
ensuring that the entire Regiment now reads Part I Orders, 
there are prospects of being able to provide a Snowball Prize 
for a holiday in Italy! 

Death. Our deepest sympathy goes to Lance-Corporal and 
Mrs. A. M. Roseburgh on the death of their fifth and youngest 
child, aged two months. 

I T D A P P E N E D AT 24th REGIMEIVT! 
The Regiment has undergone several changes since our notes 

last appeared. We are now well over a 1,000 strong and occupy 
four lines—Gaza, Jaffa, Aisne and Ypres, well knovra to most 
members of the Corps. 

Lieutenant-Colonel P. D. Vaigncourt-Strallen and his family 
have sailed away to Singapore and there are many more of us 
here who would welcome such a change in climate. Envious 
as we may be we wish them " Bonne chance." 

Lieutenant-Colonel G. Peat has taken over command and we 
take this opportunity of welcoming him and his family and wish 
them a happy stay in Catterick. Although a newcomer to 
Catterick he has, contrary to the majority of us, taken the 
initiative to make Catteriok fit him and not vice versa, by way 
of improved training methods, which you wiU come to hear of, 
and of which many of us will feel the result for a long time to 
come. 

Unfortunately the Sergeants' Mess has regretfully had to say 
goodbye to R.S.M. E. J. and Mrs. Ford, but as the saying goes, 
" All good things must come to an end." Everyone here wishes 
them both all the very best for the future. 

Whenever somebody leaves there is always a replacement 
and we welcome R.S.M. T. J. and Mrs. Licence and trust 
their stay will be enjoyable. 

These notes may read like a chapter out of the history books, 
but owing to a technical hitch they failed to make last month's 
publications so shall we put it down to being snow-bound. 

The C.I.G.S. recendy honoured the Regiment with a visit. 
Obviously the best Regiment in the Corps was selected for such 
an occasion, and the Press and T V almost outnumbered soldiers. 

Christmas has passed, a New Year has begun, snow has 
fallen and lying a foot deep, but still P T goes on. PT—this is 

(Continued on page go) 

Minor Units Cross-Country Champions 1963 

loft to right: back ro^: Sergeant Mart in, Private Gray, Lance Corporal Holden, 
W.O. I I (RWMS) Palmer, Signalman Western, Signalman Ashby 

Lrft to right: Sitting: Corporal McKeown, Signalman A imer , Lieutenant-Colonel 
D. M. Haslehurst, Captain (QM) J. Woods, Corporal Morrison, Craftsman Smith 
Lince-Corporal C. Holden winner Rhine Area Championship, f i f th in BAOR 

Championship is th i rd f rom left, back row 

TO n . 
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T h e C.I .G.S. , G e n e r a l Sir Richard Hull, G . C . B . , D . S . O . , A . D . C . , 
in t h e C I I R o o m 

the latest phase of training. Everybody (?) must get away from 
the stuffy classrooms into the crisp, fresh air. All potential 
parachutists? 

I Squadron. After Christmas, like so many U.K. Regi-
ments, we had our share of ' absentees ' with their ' genuine ' 
excuses, which were of course met with the O.C.'s " sympathy " 
and can you imagine the surprise of one individual—^who stated 
that his home was snowbound—when the O.C. referred to the 
A.A. Manual saying " That route was clear—7 days—march 
out, Sergeant Major." 

Display Team. With the ending of the Display Team 
Tour comes an upgrading BIII-BII. This includes a run to 
London and a visit to the Royal Sodety of Prevention of 
Accidents. On the return journey—in dense fog—all went well 
until the third check point, when two of the trucks were in-
volved in a concertina accident including civilian cars. Doesn't 
it always happen that way? 

Hobbies d u b . The Hobbies Club is dn the midst of con-
structing a Double 0.16 in. X 10 in. model railway layout. 
Foreman Todd and W.O.II Hemming are the chief instigators. 

Not to be outdone the T.O.T. has started a miniature Racing 
Car Track. 

Driver Troop. Just recently a Bi Cadre course was held. 
The instructors, using their sense of humour, thought that 
getting a vehicle out of difficulties should be exaggerated. 
Taking a 3-tonner, with the aid of a Scammel, it took l i hours 
to get it stuck in a bog up to the cab. After this feat of engineer-
ing they sat back to await the laughs. The first candidate 
climbed into the cab, started, engaged gear, and drove straight 
out without a struggle. 

Perhaps the " Q " Sheet should read " Get Into Difficulties." 
A recent Bi course was despatched on a scheme to rough it, 

with tents, compo rations and all the hardships of outdoor 
activities—their destination was Sutton Bank. The organisation 
of this course was so superb tha,t they got themselves installed 
in the Sutton Bank Glider Club cookhouse, the use of their 
facilities including the keys of the bar. A commendable 
achievement. 

W a r r a n t Officers' and Ser;$cants' Mess. It is 
prophesied that by the time these notes appear we will hear 
the now notorious bellow of " bend the knee " at 07.00 hours, 
and there are many who are kneeling before their graven idols 
offering their souls to the snow god that the square will still 
remain a blanket of glistening whiteness. 

Soccer. The Unit soccer teams must not be left out and 
we don't intend to add insult to injury by publishing scores, but 

the " A " team have only been beaten once and are the only 
Royal Signals team in the Army Cup (U.K. Section) and are 
now into the quarter finals. 

The " B " team have yet to suffer a defeat in a league match. 
Need it be said that they are being ably managed by the Pay 

Officer. 

3 Squadron. When approached for WIRE notes replied, 
" You can tell them we are the best Squadron and we challenge 
the other Squadrons to anything—route marches, basketball, 
cross country, the lot." 

2 Squadron comment, " What can the bunch of chairborne 
Charlies of 3 Squadron do what 2 Squadron can't do better?" 

I Squadron, " We accept the challenge and emphasise the 
Squadrons are numbered by order of merit. No. i always comes 
first—except for putting one's foot into it." 

SIGNAL T R A I N I N G CENTRE, W.R.A.C. 

We hasten to emerge from the " deep freeze " and to re-
establish communications with you after a short period of 
" listening—^but active watch." 

Life in the female compound of " Jimmieland " continues to 
be as busy as ever, and recruits are still arriving in fairly large 
numbers. 

More than the usual amount of time is being devoted to 
generating heat around the place, and all concerned are having 
additional training in the art of detecting the early stages of 
frozen pipes! 

Our establishment will shortly be amended to include: 
Officer-in-Charge Burst Pipes i 
N.C.O.-in-Charge Heating Appliances ... 2 
Combat Suits, Re-inforced 100 

Since our last contribution we have had a number of im-
portant visitors. 

T h e C . I . G . S . , G e n e r a l S i r R i c h a r d H u l l , G.C.B., D.S.O., A.D.C., 
visited 24th Regiment and saw, amongst other things, an indoor 
scheme in which the W.R.A.C. took part alongside Royal Signals 
personnel of 24th Regiment. 

We appeared, on this very special occasion, to be outnumbered 
by members of the Press! 

This combined scheme was very successful and by the way 
is included as a regular feature of our training programmes. 

The Signal Officer-in-Chief, Major-General F. J. Swainson, 
O.B.E., visited this Unit on 22nd November, 1962, and saw 
basic training in progress. He tspoke to a lot of the trainees, 
and also to upgrading students who were half-way through their 
Teleprinter (Operator Bi course. 

The Press visited us to interview Sergeant Foulds, one of 
our instructors, along with her twin sister. Private Foulds, who 
recently joined the W.R.A.C. and arrived in Catterick Camp to 
attend a basic Signal Centre Operator course. Never have two 
girls looked so exactly alike! All designed to throw confusion 
into our midst. But also to provide good recruiting publicity for 
the Army. 

Private Foulds is making excellent progress with her course 
unaided and unabetted by her big sister! 

We continue to be visited regularly by parties of Youth 
Employment Officers and schoolgirls from various locations 
within Northern and Western Command, and such visits have 
proved to be indeed p^ular. 

To change the subject, the best student from the Signal 
Centre Operator Course which was completed this month was 
Private Parsons, from Lancashire, who, with all due ceremony 
and amidst hearty congratulations, was presented with the cup 
for her efforts. 

The remainder of the course were equally proud to be 
presented with their " Jimmies," and we wish them every 
success in their new Units. 

Now for news of our staff. 
Sergeant Botham has arrived from B.A.O.R. and has very 

quickly become acclimatised. Her cheery smile predominates 
through the blizzards, the burst pipes, the solidified fire buckets 
the lot! 

We also extend a belated welcome to Corporals Coldham, 
Davis, King and Elsmore. 

Sergeant Foulds, Lance-Corporals Webster and Morgan have 
recently returned from a ski-ing holiday in Kingussie, Scotland, 
with such wonderful reports that more of our instructors will 
shortly be following their example. 

By the way, we are still short of instructors, and will be forced 
to start knitting some soon! All offers will be gratefully 
received. 
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Private Thomas, showing message tape t o Chief of the Imperial 
General Staff. 

That's all for now. 
In the meantime, we still pray for a heatwave. 

Chuckles in Class. An instructor was explaining 
organisation and happened to mention the ist Battalion The 
Buffs. A question was put to him, " Have they got anything 
to do with R.A.O.B."? 

Asked to describe a contour formation of a knoll the following 
was given: " A contour is an imaginary line that runs round 
hills, that when you get there, isn't there." Perhaps it's run 
round the other side! 

Asked what an Equipment Table was, gave: 
" Is used in a Unit in a function of war." 

28th R E C I M E N T 
Recent events have somewhat narrowed our literary field. 

The Common Market is rather old hat at this stage of the 
negotiations, and one cannot write of VIP visits as there have 
been none during the frozen season. The ice has also covered 
the sports fields thus preventing folk from forwarding the usual 
list of sporting successes in lieu of notes. This has given our 
ski-ers and basketball players a chance to take over, as we have 
pleasure in reporting in the following paragraphs. 

Ski-Hnil. 2nd Division were hosts at a most enjoyable ski 
meeting in Oberjoch, Southern Germany. This tiny resort, 
which may become the venue of the Army meeting, is 1,150 
metres up in the mountains and has some excellent north slope 
ski runs. Six feet of powder snow and some glorious cold 
weather made the course safe and very fast. With fine abandon 
the Regimental ski team hurled themselves off the highest places 
and, while their instructors covered their eyes, reached the 
finishing line using their own special methods. 

Signalman Dickason, a first year novice who was entered in 
the Open Downhill, had the temerity to beat his own team 
captain, and was immediately sentenced to two weeks Army 
advanced ski course to improve his style. Next year, with seven 
weeks ski-ing experience and plenty of nerve to go with it, he 
will probably launch himself off some even higher hills. 

The patrol team was sent on a really hairy twenty kilometre 
course through some thick woods in fairly mountainous country. 
At one time no less than three teams lay in a hopeless tangle 
in the bottom of a gully. Corporal Young claimed that an 
officer skied over his head and fell heavily, still shouting 
" track." However, using the officer's prostrate body to gain 
leverage he managed to climb up the far side and continue. 

Our final team placing was seventh, which was a very credit-
able effort as we have not competed for three years. We were 
delighted to find that 2nd Regiment were also prsent on the 
slopes. 

Lieutenant McDonald ( A C C ) handing over t o Lance Corporal 
Gi lbert in the 4 x 10 km relay 

What we really need are two more Downhill men and four 
Langlaufers. If anyone with the necessary qualifications would 
like to join the ski-ing Regiment perhaps they would write to 
us and we will see what can be done. 

If you are in any doubt as to what is meant by the necessary 
qualifications, we would say the ideal Downhill man has legs 
like steel, shock absorbers, no wife to worry about him (or one 
who doesn't), not too much imagination, and a fairly heavy 
insurance policy. The Langlaufer must be dedicated to this 
rather peculiar form of enjoyment, have a large heart, shoulders 
capable of doing five hundred press-ups to the kilometre and 
legs that go on and one after everything else has given up. 

If this appeals to you, we can promise some excellent ski-ing. 
Ilnskcthnll. The Rhine area stage of the Army Major 

Units championship was played on 6th February. We had two 
matches that afternoon, first against 36th Regiment, R.A., in 
the semi-final. Missing our Belgian star, and our experienced 
coach and player C.S.M. (I) Issitt, who is preparing for yet 
another P T display, the team just held their own for an even 
half and eventually won by 41 points to 33. 

In the final we met our neighbours, 13th Regiment, who were 
fortunate enough to be playing their first match of the day, 
and held a steady six-point lead for most of the game. We 
made the most of a welter of free throws awarded in our favour, 
however, and with three minutes to go reduced the points 
deficiency to three, then to one, and then went into the lead by 
one point. A quick basket by 13th reversed the situation and 
created an electric tension as the timekeeper reached for the 
bell. In the last thirty seconds we scored a basket, and so won 
by 30 to 29. Our thanks to veterans Sergeant Thurlow, 
Corporals Chillery, Kelly, McGovern (R.E.M.E.) and Patterson 
and to newly arrived Lance-Corporal Ogilvy who played like 
two men and earned nearly their maximum penalties as well! 

Congratulations. To i6th Regiment for winning the 
Rhine area stage of the boxing; to Lance-Corporal Keenan for 
his subsequent victory against the Royal Ulster Rifles, and to 
you, cherished reader, for staying on to the end of the course. 
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30th R E G I M E N T 

At the end of January the 
Regiment gave its annual 
demonstration of s i g n a l 
equipment to the students 
of the Staff College at 
Camberley. On dress - re-
hearsal day we were pleased 
to welcome, amongst others, 
the Signal Officer-in-Chief, 
Major-General F . J. Swain-
son, o.B.E. T h e demonstra-
tion consisted of three stands, 
two indoor and one outdoor. 
Siberian-like winds and sub-
zero temperatures m a d e 
those on the outdoor stand 
feel as if they were being 
subjected to some novel form 
of field punishment. How-
ever, no one went down 
with frost-bite, and a further 
photograph shows Lieuten-
ant M. Wilson-Brown de-
scribing the layout of a 
radio relay detachment to a 
group of students. This de-
tachment belonged to 3rd 
Regiment who, with the 
School of Signals, provided 
some of the equipment for 
the outdoor stand. 

The Regiment was very pleased to find that Signalman E. 
Jones, of 4 Squadron, has been selected to play for the Army 
rugbv team against the R.A.F., at Twickenham, in the Inter-
Services Tournament, the only member of the Corps to be so 

- i t 
Signalman E. Jones 

Lieutenant M. Wilson-Brown with the detachment of 3rd Regiment 

honoured. Finally, sailors in the Corps will be interested to 
know that the hull of Captain Keech's new international Flying 
Dutchman class dinghy is now in the Regimental shipyard. 
Captain Keech, with Jidajor Holbrook and Corporal West as 
possible crewmen, hopes to compete in several international 
races this year flying the Corps colours. 

P L E A S E ! P L E A S E ! P L E A S E ! 
A number of soldiers are now subscribing to THE 

WIRE individually. D o let us know in advance of 
your future movements or postings so that we can 
keep our mailing list up-to-date and thus ensure that 
you receive your WIRE on time each month. 

THE NEW HILLMAN SUPER MINX 
• Front disc brakes • New seat design for greater comfort, more back-seat room 
• No greasing points • Improved driving position, better visibility • More luggage 
room • Greater economy, smoother running, improved carburation and higher 
rear-axle ratio • Borg-Warner ful ly-automatic transmission available as an extra. 
And that's not all. The new HiUman 

Super Minx has a powerful 1-6 litre 

engine built-in ventilating system — 

windscreen washers padded facia 

and dished steering wheel. 

. . . and a wonderful range 

of colours. 

Convertible and Station 
Wagon models available. 

Do you know that YOU 
may be a privileged person? 
Members of Her M a j e s t y ' s Forces posted overseas 
are able to purchase a t generous tax-free rates, which al low 
up to six months motor ing in the United Kingdom. 

R O O T E S LliVIITCD European Section, Overseas Retail Department, Piccadilly, London W.1. 
R O O T E S A U T O S (Deutchsland) G.m.b.H. , Military Sales Department, 4 Dusseldorf, Postfachs 6823. 
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Royal Signals under Fire in Brunei 
Being an account of 249 Squadron's part in the Brunei operations 

DURING the first week in December, rumours were 
circulating gaily round the Squadron and all sorts of tasks 

and destinations were forecast. Most people thought we were 
off to India, and just a few were looking East. Eventually, on 
Saturday, 8th December, things started to hum. The day 
started with H F Troop being told to have one HF detach-
ment complete at Seletar airfield by 14.00 hours that afternoon. 
This was brought forward to 12.00, and with inoculations, 
pay, weapons, ammunition, equipment and stores to be sorted 
out, this proved impossible. By this time the Squadron was 
humming, and a detachment—Corporal Holdsworth, Lance-
Corporal Cant, Lance-Corporal (now Corporal) Stevens and 
Signalman Archer—were away at about 12.15 hours. On arriving 
at Seletar airfield they joined two companies of Gurkhas and 
were told at a briefing what was known of the situation (very 
little at this time). The " force " left for Brunei in a Beverly 
at about 16.00 hours. 

Meanwhile, back at the Squadron, 621 Troop was busily 
preparing two tentacles to be on 12-hour standby. These were 
ready shortly after mid-day. Radio Relay Troop were told 
quite firmly that there was no commitment for them, so they 
all went home for the week-end. At 19.30 that evening, the 
O.C., Captain Reggler, was summoned to G.H.Q. and told 
to take a Foreman of Signals, technicians, radio-relaymen and 
linemen to Brunei to help maintain the civilian communications. 
The living-out personnel had to be rounded up, and the party 
eventually reached Changi airfield at 03.30 on Sunday morning. 
They left for Labuan, loaded down with kit, equipment, tools, 
a C i i and batteries, in a Britannia at 07.00, approximately. 

Over in Brunei, Corporal Holdsworth and his men had spent 
a very nasty night. They landed at Brunei Airport on Satur-
day evening, not really knowing what the reception was going 
to be. As soon as the 'plane stopped, the Gurkhas were 
fanning out rapidly. 

Inexplicably the rebels did not use this golden opportunity— 
even one truck parked on the runway would have prevented 
help getting in as quickly as it did. A truck load of police 
turned up, armed to the teeth, and the force moved out in 
convoy to the police headquarters. There were a number of 
prisoners already detained in the tennis courts in front of 
headquarters. Corporal Holdsworth was set up by midnight 
and calling out by 01.00. At about 02.00 the rebels opened 
fire and there were several casualties. A bullet struck the 
windscreen of the detachment's Land Rover and things looked 
rather grim. The detachment were soldiers, as well as signalmen, 
and they were blazing back at the rebels. At one stage 
the Land Rover was outside the defence perimeter. A 
patrol of eleven Gurkhas was sent out and was badly 
shot up. During lulls in the batde, the radio was manned, but 
no contact was made with Singapore. 

As dawn broke, fresh firing broke out and troops were sent 
out to clear the buildings overlooking the headquarters. This 
was done most effectively and more prisoners were brought 
in. A crowd gathered on the Padang, but dispersed rapidly when 
fired upon. The defenders took a deep breath and took stock. 
An encouraging pep talk about how the rebels had no auto-
matic weapons, was brought to a dismal close as an am-
bushed Land Rover was towed in with a neat row of bullet 
holes " stitched " along one side. Help was needed, and so was 
blood for the wounded. The detachment lined up with the 
rest and gave a pint. During the morning the Sultan of 
Brunei (heavily armed) went around saying thank-you. Corporal 
Holdsworth, not knowing who he was, repUed: " Oh that's 
all right Fred, anytime . . . " ! The day was spent trying to 
get through to G.H.Q., but although they tried everything— 
nothing heard. Eventually they picked up some of their own 
Troop, on a detachment, which had opened up from Meiktila 
Barracks, and at last they could tell the outside world what 
was happening. This was Simday evening. 

Captain Reggler and his men had by this time reached Brunei; 
having shanged to a Beverly at Labuan, they got in at about 
midday. There was no one there to greet them so, com-
mandeering two police trucks, they reported to the police head-
quarters. The party then split into two, one going into the main 
auto-exchange, and the other, with Foreman of Signals Bradford, 
up to the V H P site on Telecoms Hill. With no time to dig 

trenches, the jungle right up to the " doorstep " and the situa-
tion so confused, the chaps on Telecoms Hill were jumpy. There 
was a 24-hour curfew in force, but two policemen had been 
killed there the day before. This very nerve-wracking situation 
resulted in an accident which was, by the grace of God, not 
too serious. Corporal Hambleton, coming to relieve a sentry, 
tripped over the gate stop. T o the sentry this sounded like 
the bolt being tampered with. It was pitch dark and pouring 
with rain. Suddenly the two came face to face round the build-
ing and quite naturally the sentry opened fire. Luckily, Corporal 
Hambleton suffered only flesh wounds and was back in B.M.H., 
Singapore within 24 hours. Later that night Corporal Rodgers 
fired at a movement in the jungle and some time later a blood-
stained rebel vras found by a patrol. The next day trenches 
were dug and fortifications built and then the lads got down 
to helping out with civil communications. 

Back in Singapore, 621 Troop had not been idle. After the 
first two tentacles had been prepared on Saturday morning, 
nothing much happened until about midnight. Then word 
came that two more tentacles were required. It took four hours 

, to get all the married people in. Everything was ready by 
07.30 hours on Sunday morning. With no contact from 
Brunei, the situation was terribly confused, but eventually three 
Signalmen left for Seletar to emplane for Labuan and one 
Signalman left to join Queen's Own Highlanders to act as their 
rear link. There were no 'planes at Seletar and the Signalmen 
stayed until the next morning, when they were sent to Changi, 
where they boarded a C130 for Labuan. On arrival, it was 
found that Force H.Q. had moved to Brunei, and a telephone 
call to Brunei (well done, R.R. Troop) confirmed that they 
should all go there. 

It was a bit of a squeeze getting three Mark 8 Land Rovers 
and trailers into a Beverly, but they did it and got into Brunei 
late that night. The 24-hour curfew meant staying at the air-
port until morning. The building was absolutely packed with 
men. In the whole airport, the only place left untouched was 
the " Ladies," but 621 Troop, not being in a delicate frame of 
mind, promptly filled this room up. The next morning they 
joined Corporal Holdsworth at the police headquarters and 
set about opening another hnk to Singapore. There was 
sporadic firing during the day. Corporal Hepden and his crew 
joined the 1/2 Gurkhas and were given a Leyland, 3-ton 
tipper (armoured) in place of their trailer. By Wednesday 
there were Royal S i s a l s parties with Force H.Q., 1/2 Gurkhas, 
I Queen's Own Highlanders, 42 Commando and i Green-
jackets. 

These were the first few hectic days. It was the first time 
in action for most of us and proved to be a real test of initiative, 
resourcefuUness and determination. 

After those first few days, things began to quieten down for 
most of us, or should I say get back to normal for the actual 
work became more hectic. A great many more troops were 
arriving and it soon became obvious that the Police Station was 
far too small to accommodate the Force Headquarters. It was 
therefore moved into the main Government building and became 
99 Brigade H.Q. Force H.Q. (the command of which had passed 
from a Major, through Colonel to Brigadier) was at the 
Residency. 

Cooking was cmtralised and administration much more 
organised. Sergeant Green and his small Signal Centre staff (in-
cluding Lance-Corporal now Corporal Watson, Signalman Lyon, 
Corporal Burrows and Signalman Walker) were working double 
overtime to cope with the volume of traffic. This valiant little 
team worked themselves into the ground beating even some of 
our hardpressed operators in the number of hours worked. 
The war was now entirely outside the town area and the only 
piece of excitement was provided by Lieutenant Dudley, quaking 
at the knees, investigating suspicious movement underneath a 
house next to one of H F.'s Detachments. Covered by keyed-
up members of the Detachment who had reported the move-
ment and accompanied by a Gurkha sentry, he crept forward 
and disappeared beneath the house. There was a sudden 
scuffle and we all waited with baited breath (and itchy fingers), 
but it turned out to be a dog. I think Mr. Dudley was more 
worried about getting plugged by one of us than any lurking 

terrorist! 
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ask the Brigade Major . . . ." 
' Oh, I can't do that mate, I'm only a bloody 

In time of course the civilian population had to get back to 
normal as well. The curfew had been relaxed a great deal and 
it was time to let the government officials back into their offices 
to carry on. So the H.Q. moved to a nearby school. Captain 
Reggler and his merry men had once again to install a vast 
complex of telephones and they did this in record time. The 
H.Q. moved. 

May I pause to relate one story before I forget it. Corporal 
Drew, very late one night was searching for the Marines. In 
desperation he went into one office and shook the figure sleeping 
there. 

Corporal D r e w : " Here, mate, can you tell me where the 
Marines are?" 

Figure: " . . . . 
Corporal Drew: 

Corporal." 
Figure: " W e l l I'm a bloody Brigadier . . ." (Exit Corporal 

Drew, rapidly). 
Conditions were very crowded in the school and this was 

obviously not going to be a very permanent H.Q. Major Webb 
arrived and very soon picked an adjacent girls' school for 
Force H.Q. It took about a week to organise and, 99 Brigade 
remaining in the first school, the Force Headquarters moved fo 
their new location (not before the R.R. and Line Troop boys 
had installed yet another telephone complex). It would be 
appropriate to mention here the excellent work done by Mr. 
Cyril Parrott. An ex-member of the Corps, Mr. Parrott pro-
vided valuable assistance both technically and logistically in his 
capacity as Deputy Director of the civil communications in 
Brunei. Not only this but he and Mrs. Parrott entertained 
many of the lads to a grand Christmas dinner on Christmas 

Day. This was very much appreciated by us all, especially as 
it was the first fresh food we'd had since we left Singapore 
and also we were all feeling a little homesick. For this and for 
their continuing hospitality, may I say a big ' thank y o u ' on 
behalf of us all. 

So we moved into our new location. This has become a 
joint H.Q. More of the Squadron arrived and one or two of 
the chaps who came first are now on their way home. T h e 
place is bulging with Staff Officers and it's beginning to look 
more like G.H.Q. every day. Things are stiU a little tight on 
the Signals side and one has to be prepared to do almost any 
job. Brunei T o w n is very small and has none of the amenities 
of Singapore. Still, at least we have no guards or parades to 
do. We have film shows most nights (projector permitting), 
there is talk of putting on a variety show and swimming parties 
are being organised. There are many rumours, but it does look 
like being a long stay here. I think to sum up the general 
feeling—we are doing an important job here in Brunei and 
after all this is what it's all about, but it will be nice when my 
relief arrives! 

Congratulations to Signalman Dobson—now Lance-Corporal 
Dobson. A very well deserved promotion. 

EDITORIAL NOTE.—It must be remembered that the foregoing 
article represents the " Brunei Operation" as seen by an 
individual and is supplemented by a considerable amount of 
hearsay evidence. It was written well after the event, 
and although it gives a very good general picture of the 
conditions prevailing at the time, too much evidence should 
not be given to the exact order or timing of events. 

GURKHA SIGNALS IN BRUNEI 

Foreman of Signals R. Stather of 248 Gurkha Signal 
Squadron checks a CI I. 

2. Brunei town f rom the air. The white building on the 
left Is the Police Station where the rebels struck first. Part 
of the town Is on stilts. 

3. Lieutenant ( Q G O ) Narbahadur point to an entry in the 
visitors book at the Sultan s Istana. I t reads "16 Rebels 
eliminated 10 captured. Sorry about the mess. Major 
Cameron, Queen's O w n Highlanders." 

4. Captain Copeland, Lieutenant (CtGO) Narbahadur 
and the RSO Queen's Own Highlanders at SERIA. 



Saab N o . 31 prior t o the start. Major Cross on the left Saab No. 25 prior t o the start. Sergeant W o o d c o c k on the right 

Tour of Nigeria Car Rally 
November 9th, lofh and nth .—The first Tour of Nigeria 

Rally with international recognition, run under R.A.C. regula-
tions and organised by the Lagos Motor Club. 2,200 miles 
of Nigerian " roads" in two days, with an overall average 
speed of 48 m.p.h. 

Major J. R. E. Cross, (O.C. i Signal Squadron) and Sergeant 
M. Woodcock, of the same unit, were approached by the local 
SAAB agents and were given trials as potential drivers 
in the " works" team. The required ability was demon-
strated and ' Major Cross was nominated as driver for the 
No. 2 team car, while Woodcock became co-driver in the No. 
3 car. Four cars were entered—three to count towards the team 
prize. There were 48 entries, with teams from Volvo, Volks-
wagen, SAAB, Holden, Peugeot, Taunus and Ford competing 
for the team award. 

Three weeks were spent in getting used to the cars, fitting 
and calibrating Halda average speed indicators and fixing jerri-
cans, spares, tool kits, a second spare wheel and a headrest for 
the resting driver into the cars. Extra lights were fitted and 
wood-rim steering wheels replaced the standard ones. Pre-
paring the cars and fitting all the extras was hampered as the 
agents were very much involved in the Nigerian Trade Fair 
during this period. 

The rally started from Lagos between 14.00 and 15.00 hours 
—one minute intervals between cars. For the crews, the start 
was at 09.00 hours, when scrutineering took place. The route 
sections were very long, anything up to 374 miles, over some 
rough laterite sections, badly hit by rain, and indifferent " first 
class " roads. The fastest section had an average speed of 55 
m.p.h. and the slowest 38 m.p.h. 

Cars could arrive at controls early, which allowed for rest, 
IF one could get there early! The route book could then be 
handed in for stamping at the correct time, provided that the 
maths, had been worked out correctly—it became more and 
more difficult to concentrate on maths, as the rally progressed. 

It was quite obvious from the start that the drivers were 
out to make up as much time as possible on the sections in 
order to get rest time at the controls. It was also obvious 
that the majority of drivers did not know the Nigerian back 
roads and were trying to make up time in the wrong places. 
Major Cross, driving car No. 31, had ample opportunity to see 
the results of this on some of the 30 cars in front of him. 
On the first section (Lagos-Ilorin via the back bush) an Austin, 
a Ford and a Volkswagen well and truly wrote themselves off, 
and by the half-way point (Kano) 14 cars were out of the 
rally and at least eight more had lost windscreens from flying 
stones. 

Car No. 31 arrived at Kano on time, despite losing two 
minutes on a 97-mile special section over bad laterite, due to 
baulking and heavy dust clouds. Two other SAABs arrived 
on time, but the fourth car, with Sergeant Woodcock co-driving, 
had had trouble all the way. They very nearly lost a wheel on 
the first section when all the holding nuts worked loose; they 
lost their windscreen and had to drive through a tropical storm 

and thick dust without it, and on top of this their Halda aver-
age speed indicator and speedometer stopped working. By the 
time they reached Kano they were ready to give up, but after a 
rest they decided to carry on. 

At Kano there was a six hours' compulsory stop, which in-
cluded a driving test, lining the cars up ready for off, having 
a meal and a bath and two hours of actual rest. 

Off again on the 55 m.p.h. section to Jos and then to the 
slow, 374 miles section, Jos to Tegina, at night. This section 
was 90 per cent laterite and included 40 miles coming off the 
Jos plateau. This part of the section was closed to normal 
traffic, but had been opened for the rally. All the hairpin 
bends were 18 inches deep in slush and the whole road was 
gullied from heavy rains. Even on this, some drivers were 
trying to make up time! Volkswagens were dying like flies 
and a Volvo and a Citroen left the road. After coming off 
the plateau, the drivers had their first bit of luck—rain had 
fallen to just the right amount, and the next 150 miles of laterite 
were perfect; not a speck of dust to be seen. 

Tegina to Jeba with three SAABs stiU on time. It was on 
this section that fatigue caught up with Woodcock and he 
drowsed at the wheel, ending up off the road after jumping a 
deep gully, and by the time they got the car back on the road 
they were well behind time. All credit to them for completing 
the course instead of going straight back to Lagos. A Holden 
driver also went to sleep on this section and woke up 45 feet 
lower down in a river bed. 

Car No. 31 arrived at Jeba bridge to find cattle being driven 
over it; luckily they had 20 minutes in hand. After much 
shouting at the bridge guard, the cattle were turned round and 
driven off. Three minutes in hand when they got away, only 
to find that the co-driver had left his clip-board, holding the 
route book, on the bridge parapet at the other side! He ran 
just over a mile to get it and get back to the car—15 minutes 
down on time. The run into Igporin control was the nearest 
that Major Cross has come to lo/ioths driving! 

Igporin-Ibadan-Lagos, 48-55 m.p.h., with another driving 
test at Ikeja, on the way. Car No. 31 arrived back in Lagos at 
16.39 hours on the n t h November—on time. Another driving 
test and then out of the car on rubber legs, a Star beer and 
congratulations all round. 

Only 24 cars finished the course on time, two others were 
late, and the rest had fallen by the wayside. From the 
point of view of the Army and Signals, the SAAB " works " team 
was the main interest in the rally. TTiey finished 2nd, 5th and 
9th (Major Cross) in the general classification with the fourth 
car (Sergeant Woodcock) finishing the course. They won the 
team award and were ist, 2nd and 4th in Class " A . " 

The first five in the general classification were: Citroen, 
SAAB, Morris i ioo, Morris iioo, SAAB. It is very interesting 
to note that all five cars had front wheel drive and " funny " 
suspension. 

Next time there is talk of putting up the average speeds! 
Nigerian Army Signals provided report back radio detach-

ments at controls (C11/R210) throughout the rally and 
N.E.M.E. provided breakdown vehicles at vital points—both 
were kept extremely busy! 
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• • • . ^ ING FIRMS SUPPORT SERVICE lOURNAlS 

a.K 
THE SAUCE THAT DOES YOU QOOO 

B U L P I T T & S O N S , L T D . , 
BIRMINGHAM • ENGLAND. 

HIWAN^BRANIU 
A L U M I N I U M HOLLOWARE 
ELECTRICAL APPLIANCES 

Pascall 
s w e e t s 

irresistili l 
JAMKS PASCAH. I.lMITKt) • MITCHAM • SURUEV 

R I Z L / l k 
C I G A R E T T E P A P E R S 

For Y o u r E n f o y m e n t 

Ca l l a r d &. Bowser's 
C e l e b r a t e d " T h i s t l e B r a n d " 

B U T T E R - S C O T C H 
F a m o u s s i n c e 1 8 3 7 

H A L L E A R L L TD . 
' P u r i t e x ' M i l l s , T udo r R o a d , 

L E I C E S T ER 

Manufacturers of Underwear in Wool , 
Cotton, Art. Silk, etc Branded "Pur i tex" 
Grams- "HANDEL" Phone : 23I05'6'7 

I Refreshes after tvorkj travel and sport 

i W i g h t ' s 

f COAL TAR SOAP 
IDEAL FOR TOILET BATH AND NURSERY 

J PARKINSON & S O N 
( S H I P L E Y ) L T D . 

PLAIN & UNIVERSAL MILLING 
MACHINES, SUNDERLANDGEAR 

PLANERS AND VICES 
S H I P L E Y Y O R K S 

The only way 
to find out if 
(^tXfJ^lAyf^oS^Cpy/ 

Regal Fruit Drops and 
Everton Mints taste 
as good as they look 

is to TRY THEM J 

SM I THS 
have crispness 

in the bdg! 
Smiih'j Potato Crisps Limited, 

Great Weil Roid, Brenlford. Middleie*. 

You get more 
for your money 

with all 

Bacratts 
s w e e - b s 

M A D E I N W O O D G R E E N L O N D O N 

YORK"BRAND 
Canadian Salmon 

Canned Vegetables 

Canned Fruits 

D R U M S 
& B U G L E S 

CONTACT 

GEORGE POTTER & CO. 
(MUSICAL INSTRUMENTS LTD.) 

ALDERSHOT 
EST. 1810 PHONE: 22100 

Polish Canned Meats 

J O H N L O U D O N & C O . L T D 
No. I LONDON BRIDGE, S . E . I . 

. MECCANO 
1\ DINKY TOYS 

HORNBY TRAINS 

BAYKO 

SUPPLtMENT No. 2 - P A G E FOUli M n l > ( ) in G r « i l Britain 



Round the Island Race, Singapore 
MAJORS F . R . RAMSBOTTOM AND D . M . F . BARKER 

" Well done!" shouts the voice from the bridge of the Mine-
layer which has appeared disillusioningly close for so long, 
"Wel l done? Have we won, or is there just a hint of consola-
tion in the voice?" Anyway it has been good fun whatever the 
result. It is the end of the 1963 Round the Island Race— 
Singapore Island; and the fact that man had turned the island 
into a port of the mainland does not prevent men doing what 
nature intended and accepting challenge to sail round. Sixty-
six miles says the guide teok, but any sailor will tell you it is 
75 or more; and both are right. 

The " Round the Island " is the classic sailing race in Singa-
pore—The Grand National. All sailors " do it once," and 
having " done it once " do it again each year. So it is for us on 
Chinese New Year, 27th January, 1963. 

The race of course starts weeks before with preparations. 
What will the tide and currents be doing? Check the gear. 
What food and drink to take? Charts, compasses, torches, 
anchors . . . . these are just some of the things the thoughtful 
skipper must consider before the race. And the day before the 
race itself the boat must be moved overland across the causeway 
connecting Singapore to Malaya and there put on a trot. 
Simple? Reasonably so with the crew to help, but when the 
crew whisks himself away to Brunei three days before and 
chances his arm to get back in time, the " reasonably easy" 
becomes a higher hurdle in the overall challenge. However, all 
is well, and ably assisted by the 7-year-old daughter, the boat 
is left at moorings ready for the 4 a.m. start the next day. A 
4 a.m. start of course means crawling out of bed at 2 a.m.; a 
cold shower, a cup of coffee (and a boiled egg because the crew 
won't " crew " on an empty stomach). Final preparations are 
made to the boat. All gear is lashed and we're ofif to the start. 
But wait, the skipper is groping in the dark to put sun tan oil 
on his face. Ah, well—perhaps the three-year tour was too long! 
Eighty-one boats at the start. The big b . . . s (Dragons and the 
miscellany of cruisers), the fast b . . . s (Snipes, GP 14s, Fire-
flies); 81 boats and only one the winner. Our's is a Y W G P 14 ft. 
dinghy, not as cramped as a Firefly but small enough for all 
that. The skipper makes a good start and we're off towards 
the head of the fleet. A light northerly breeze heading aimoy-
ingly keeps us close hauled on a starboard tack. We're afraid of 
sailing too far below our proper course. We have in mind the 
skipper who two years ago at dawn found himself three miles 
up a river! So we ghost along, the outline of other yachts 
nearby, ahead and astern. The occasional laughter and flashing 
of torches. Check the compass. Where are we? Shall we 
turn on to our new course? What's the time? We could stay 
out in the current a little longer, but soon we must hug the 
shore and keep out of the ugly flood tide. 04.30, 05.00, 05.30 
and with the first glimmer of dawn the wind moves abaft the 
beam, the spinnaker is set and we move forward at 3 to 4 knots 
—still on a starboard tack. Dawn is our first chance to see our 
relative position. During the night we had passed other yachts. 
Other yachts had passed us. We had even passed a Dragon 
which had misjudged a fishing kelong and had had to make 
a tack. But at dawn the whole carpet is laid before us. Three 
G P.s a hundred yards in front. A fourth no more than a spot 
in the distance, but that red tip to the sail is a challenge wWch 
is to haunt and spur us the whole day. But all boats are our 
" enemies." Every minute we can win is a minute nearer 
winning this class handicap. But the immediate enemies are the 
three G.P.s just ahead. Hug the shore. Keep out of the current. 
But not so close that we " ground." So we creep up. We 
daren't try to pass to windward because we will be out in the 
current. We can't break through to leeward. So we battle on. 
Faster boats pass us anxiously, urgently trying to beat their 
handicap. Slower ones fall behind in distance—but do they, 
in time? The weather is kind at this stage. Dull, but a pleasant 
breeze. Dawn is beautiful in all parts of the world and spirits 
rise with the sun and the chattering of the birds amongst the 
trees on the shore. One " enemy," a G.P., grounds on a mud 
bank. Only three ahead now that we can see. A hot cup of 
coffee is to be our only " comfortable meal" for 14 hours. We 
are off the wind running for the next four hours, gibbing 
periodically with the crew at the helm and the skipper " resting," 
for the battle which must come in the north-east monsoon 
season. Can we thread our way across the coral reef in front 
with the plate and rudder up, or must we go around the shipping 
mark? A boat ahead grounds, veers off and goes round—^but 

not to win. We carry on, the " h e l m " wishing his " c r e w " 
was suddenly three stone lighter than his thirteen stone. We 
brush the coral and are over. Soon after this we sneak past 
the two G.P.S ahead—they prefer not to luff us. Not so the 
Firefly. She luffs up, but to try to force the issue is to let the 
two G.P.s pass us to leeward, so we are content to remain 
behind for a while. Rounding the S.W. corner of the island 
we come into the freshened N.E. wind and battle is on. Helm 
is changed. Again we tend to keep against the Singapore shore, 
up wind and closer hauled than our " enemies," but we are 
out of the current and gradually gaining. By now the wind is 
blowing strongly and black clouds on the horizon prelude the 
storm to come. A hot cup of soup is negotiated with a sand-
wich or two before all out attention is required to keep the boat 
racing at her fastest. Spray comes lashing at us as the bows 
cut through the choppy but not yet heavy sea. As any helms-
man will tell you a good crew should encourage his helm, but 
the sight of that other G.P. ahead with the red tip to the sail 
is no encouragement. It grew perceptively more distant. We 
are now approaching our home sailing waters, the shipping 
channel, and so into the comparative calm of the waters between 
Blakang Mati and Singapore. The pretty girl who waves to 
us from Jardine Steps and receives an enthusiastic wave in 
return turns out to be one of our wives! Time check 11.45a.m. 
as we sail out into Singapore harbour where the wind and a 
nasty heavy, choppy sea meet us head on. Now the helm fights 
to get the most out of his boat. The next point, Bedok Comer, 
can be seen in the distance, so can that white sail with the red 
tip. Now all one's enthusiasm is needed to continue racing as 
opposed to just sailing. We have both been soaked now for 
hours. It is essential to keep the boat as upright as possible 
by lying out to windward. It is almost as essential to get some 
of the water out of the boat. She is crabbing and nosing in and 
taking on even more water. The two operations are just not 
complimentary. We are cold and wet, but worse still, the two 
G.P.s we had overtaken hours before are obviously gaining 
ground. Neither crew nor helm dares remark on the fact. As 
each wave breaks over the crew its size can be measured by 
the depth of feeling attached to the subsequent oath. Normal 
acts of nature now present no problem. Rain lashes down and 
cuts visibility to a few yards. The rescue boats patrolling the 
area hearten us enormously. One feels slightly unco-operative 
in not capsizing in their presence! At this stage, with the wind 
blowing hard, rain lashing and sea very uncomfortable, we 
have to make the decision just when to leave the favourable 
current across the harbour and dodge inshore to avoid the 
strong ebb flowing down from the Naval Base. We run down 
the length of a kelang in comparative quiet and thank Mr. Vat 
69 for our subsequent internal warmth. And so we tack in 
and out of the kelangs, touching the bottom here and there, 
but out of the current. Then we notice it. The red tipped sail 
is standing out into the tide. In that moment we knew in our 
hearts what we can't say—we have beaten her. But what is in 
front? As we tack for the last time on Changi Point, so the 
red tipped sail tacks out at sea minutes behind. Time check, 
16.30. 

Then all our efforts seem worthwhile. We are now on a 
close starboard reach in a nasty choppy cross sea. The helm 
said later that this was his most anxious moment. The crew is 
too busy getting out eight buckets of water (32 gallons, 320 lb.). 
And so up the sheltered north coast of the island. Now any-
thing and everything is funny. The rain ceases. The whisky 
and food warm. We laugh and joke and feel, if nothing else, 
we have beaten that haunting red tipped sail. More coffee 
laced with brandy, As evidence of battle with the elements, 
a small fish is picked out of the scuppers. We sail quickly on. 
Astern, the nearest boat is over 20 minutes behind. Ahead— 
well, what? Is there another G.P.? Because if there is we have 
no hope of winning. If there isn't, well there is an outside 
chance. Past the Naval Base. Time check 17.30 hours. Waves 
from pretty girls—this lime recognisable as our wives, and 
finally at 18.45 hours across the finishing line on the east side 
of the Causeway, 200 yards from where we started nearly 16 
hours before. 

"Wel l done," shouts the voice and adds, "You're the first 
G.P." But our real victory is against that red tipped white 
sail. Later some people say we might have a chance against all 
classes. We have beaten the Ospreys, Dragons, Snipes, Thunder-
bolts. But it is an R.N.S.A. dinghy which takes the prize and 
well done too. We are happy with a fifth and beating that 
red tipped white sail. 
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M O U N T D E M A V A N D 

to rest every few minutes. With the summit looking very close, 
we decided to call it a day. After making the decision to turn 
back, we not very reluctantly started the climb down. Descend-
ing offered no problem; on either side of the ridge which 
we had climbed up were valleys of loose shale. We moved 
into the valley and slid down on the loose shale and boulders, 
reaching our camp in two and-a-half hours, to find a hot meal 
waiting for us, cooked by the other two. 

The day was far from finished, however, because, according 
to our schedule, we had to reach the village of Reimie, our 
starting point. After an hour's rest, feeling quite refreshed, we 
started the climb down from 14,600 feet, with the donkeys find-
ing the path in the now pitch darkness; we reached the village 
of Rennie at 4 a.m. the following morning. We had been on 
our feet for 22 hours with an hour and-a-half of proper rest. 
It is hardly necessary to say that we slept well The same day 
at midday the Land Rover arrived and we set out for Teheran. 
We reached Teheran about six o'clock, for cold beer, shower, 
shave and plenty of sleep. 

Jl Mountain in Iran 
B Y LANCE-CORPORAL P . G . ROSSALL, 261 SQUADRON 

IVIount Demavand is an extinct volcano forming part of the 
Elburtz mountain range. With a peak at 18,500 feet, it is 
easily the most dominant landmark in North East Iran. During 
the latter end of August last year, three members of the Royal 
Air Force and myself set out from R.A.F., Teheran, to reach 
the summit. 

The 23rd August found us in a small village among the 
foothills of Demavand. We stayed the night in a small mud-
built house belonging to our Iranian guide, Hassan. Our in-
tended early start the following morning was delayed while 
Hassan procured four donkeys and another Iranian to tend 
them. Finally, with our kit secured on the donkeys, we made 
a start, and left the village at approximately 7 a.m. Our 
original party was now swollen to eight, comprising Squadron-
Leader Davies, organiser of the venture; Sergeant S i d " 
Blake, Senior Aircraftman " D a v e " Palmer, myself, Hassan, 
the donkey man, and two of Hassan's relations, who were just 
going up for the exercise. 

Almost at once Hassan sent the donkeys on a path in a 
different direction to the one we were taking. We naturally 
queried this arrangement; it must be remembered that all our 
food and kit was aboard them, but being assured that we would 
rendezvous with them shortly, we accepted his decision. For 
a while it was quite pleasant walking through the foothills, 
getting gradually higher. After an hour or so the going be-
came much harder and we inevitably began getting thirsty. Our 
slender water supply was soon finished, but Hassan consoled 
us by telling us that there was water a little higher, and 
as we had plenty of water melons and sugar melons on the 
donkeys we were not unduly worried. 

Midday came, still no water, which was always a little higher, 
and still no sign of the donkeys. By now we were all suffering 
acutely from thirst, but it was not until 3 p.m. that we got 
our first glimpse of the animals, well below us. Hassan wanted 
us to push on to our intended camping spot at 14,600 feet, but 
we rested and decided to wait for the donkeys. They reached 
us about an hour later, and we very thankfully slaked our thirst 
with melons, at the same time donning our cold weather coats, 
as we were now in the higher regions and it was fairly cold. 
Feeling greatly refreshed after the rest and melon, we stayed 
with the donkeys, and at 5.30 p.m. we reached 14,600 feet, 
where we camped and found water for the first time. 

Despite feeling very tired, none of us slept that night; the 
wind rose to a tremendous pitch, whipping through the tent 
and threatening to blow us bodily off the mountain. Next 
morning we began the long climb to the summit, 4,000 feet 
above us. The previous day we had suffered from headaches, 
and shortly after starting the climb, the headaches returned 
with greater severity, and we very soon began to feel the lack 
of oxygen. Twice we left the Squadron Leader behind, 
seemingly for good, because of a pulled muscle in his groin, 
but each time he came up with us again. After six hours 
climbing. Sergeant Blake began falling behind, and about the 
17,000 feet mark both he and the Squadron Leader reluctantly 
turned away and began the long descent, about seven and-a-
half hours after starting in the morning. 

Since leaving camp we had now been going for eight hours, 
and the two of us were finding it extremely hard going, having 

O F F I C I A L 

C A R B A D G E 
The badge illustrated above is the only 
official car badge for Royal Signals, and is 
obtained from the headquarters of the 
Association, Cheltenham Terrace, Chelsea, 
London, S.W.3. Price £ 1 : 1 5 : 0 
W e understand an unauthorised copy is on 
sale at some retail shops at £2 : 10 : 0 
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ROYAL SIGNALS BAND 
GRAMOPHONE RECORD 

Side 1 is devoted to music for Ceremonial 
ParadeSo 

Side 2 contains music for guest nights and 
other occasions. 

This record is what everyone has been 
asking for for so long. 

The coloured sleeve in which the record 
is packed has photographs of the Band 

and a full description of the music. 

It is available cash with order from Royal 
Signals Association: 

Price - by post 30'-
counter sale 27'-

Civllian addressee; outside the Commonwealth will be 
asked to pay a little extra for postage. 

OFFICIAL 

MOTOR CYCLE 

BADGE 

Price 

£1 0. 0. 

This is the actual size of the Badge which is 
obtainable from the Headquarters of the 
Association, Cheltenham Terrace, Chelsea, 

London S.W.3. 

210 Squadron 
September saw the Squadron Motor Cycle Display Team in 

full cry again at the Royal Agricultural Society of Kenya's 
Annual Show at Mitchell Park. T h e show is one of the 
Colony's events of the year and many settlers travel a thousand 
miles to attend it. Apart from the normal (and vociferious) 
agricultural exhibits in a typically lovely setting of green turf 
and tall gum trees, competitions and displays continue through-
out every day of the week. T h e Military Tattoo was extremely 
popular and the team, led by Sergeant Shirley, received many 
bouquets from the local Press. 

At the same time a team from the Squadron was scaling 
Mount Kilimanjaro. Consisting of twelve: Captain Burridge, 
Sergeant Woodhouse, and brother Corporal Woodihouse, Cor-
poral Morgan (R.A.P.C.), Lance-Corporals Innes (The Gordon 
Highlanders) and Horsefield, Signalmen Lucas, Lear, Powell, 
Harris and Meredith; the team had already completed several 
hard training climbs. T h e mountain, set astride the Kenya/ 
Tanganyika border is 19,340ft., and although presenting no par-
ticular mountaineering problem, it does present that of altitude 
sickness. A t the height the air is pretty thin. Undaunted by 
this the team set off from its base camp in the grounds of a 
very pleasant hotel, and climbed to the Kibo huts (15,520 ft.) 
in three stages of about twelve miles each. Here preparations 
were made for the final part of the climb, consisting of a very 
steep slope of volcanic ash. T h e team started just after mid-
night, the theory being that the ash would be frozen and easier 
to walk on. Unfortunately this had not happened due to the 
previous day's hot sun, and the result was a very hard slog 
before ithe summit was reached at about 8 a.m. Everyone then 
went slightly berserk, photographs were taken of everything in 
sight (which is quite a lot!) and a few triumphant souls even 
had to be restrained from tobogganning down hill like would-be 
Yetis ! 

T h e descent was made in good time and the following 
evening a crowd of bearded warriors, looking a trifle odd in 
their crowns of mountain daisies—^the local reward for reaching 
the summit—arrived back at camp, ably rim by Corporal 
Moffatt, loudly demanding beer. T h e expedition was a won-
derful experience, and although two of the team did not make 
the summit due to an unfortunate accident everyone enjoyed 
themselves ?and many friends were made among the local 
civilians. 

* * * 

On 7th November Signalman John Brown died tragically in 
a motor car accident. He had been with the Unit for eighteen 
montihs and is greatly missed. H e was buried with full rndlitary 
honours on the 9th November. Our deepest sympathies are 
extended to his mother and other relatives. 

Owing to the cancellation of a Mideast exercise the Squadron 
was able to go out into Masai Territory in the region of Narok 
some hundred odd miles from Nairobi. W e set off in wonderful 
sunshine looking forward to our journey. Tliat afternoon it 
rained—^hard as it can do in Kenya—and turned the mud roads 
into quagmires making further progress most difficult. T h e 
following day dawned bright and despite some more rain in 
the evening we had fairly good weather for .the remainder of the 
exercise. Al l of us saw large herds of animals on the grassy 
plains and the radio detachments were particularly lucky in 
being able to move over wide areas on a mobile radio exercise. 
A place called Maj i Moto seemed to form a focus for several 

(Continued on page 101) 

Have you placed a standing order for 

a copy of The Wire ? 

Why not do so now ? 
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1. T h e S.O.- inC. 
inspects the squa-
dron ready for 
f l /out . 

2. T h e S .O. - inCs 
Guard, Sergeant 
Morphey, Lance 
Corporals Rees, 
Gi l l , Signalmen 
Lindsay, Grif f i ths, 
Corporal H a r r i -
son. 

3. The Squadron 
Exhibits at T e m -
pler Open Day. 

4. Corpora l "Cor -
don Bleu" W a l k e r 

5. Lunch T i m e 
( w e hope!). 

6. "Can you mi lk 
it?" 
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detachments whether because of the hot springs or the Masai 
lasses bathing therein is not quite certain. 

Life in the Squadron generally seems to revolve around the 
forthcoming exercises, but most people manage to fit in some 
leave from time to time. The cheapest and most popular place 
to go is the Silversands Leave Cenitre, near Mombasa. Here 
it is much hotter than 5,500 ft. Nairobi, and the Centre set 
amidst palm trees on A e sihores of the Indian Ocean and facing 
on to an enormous stretch of bleached sand provides an ideal 
opportunity to acquire an impressive " grip-tan" before re-
turning to the U.K. Apart from swimming, goggling as per 
Hans and Lottie Hass is possible, and even just plain reef-
bashing at low tide amongst the coral pools provides an interest 
sadly-lacking in European waters. The East African coast is 
also one of the fines.t deep sea fishing areas in the world, and 
though it can be expensive, if you get a good catch it is possible 
to walk away with money in your pocket! The thrill of catching 
a big one is something never forgotten (a 65-170 lb. sailfish is 
a common catch and recently a civilian caught and boated a 
i.ooolb. shark!) and who knows when another opportunity vidll 
occur? 

During the first week in December we were very pleased 
to see General Moberly. After inspeaing the Guard of Honour 
the Representative Colonel Commandant perused vidth interest, 
ithe Squadron packed up, dressed up and ready to " fly out." A 
good " ploy " having one's equipment boxed when visited, ques-
tions are limited to boxing and flying out rather than aspects 
technical! The General saw all parts of the Squadron, in-
cluding our " Jimmy Club," but it was a little early even for 
sherry! Before leaving General Moberly had coffee with the 
Officers and senior N.C.O.s. 

A number of the Squadron again met the General and Mrs. 
Moberly at a bumper Royal Signals Association Dance at 
Nairobi's New Stanley Hotel. 

With Christmas dinner safely stowed away New Year was 
celebrated by installing a television set in the thriving Squadron 
Club. Television is in its infancy in Kenya and apart from 
horror stricken expressions on announcers' faces when a tech-
nical hitch occurs, the attempt to cater for a multi-lingual 
audience produces some very good programmes; all of which 
adds up to a new concept of entertainment! 

About this time also the contingent who had taken advantage 
of the cheap rate Christmas flight to U.K. returned with aU sorts 
of gruesome stories of snow up to . . . here ! and how it was cold 
enough to do all sorts of pecuhar things! 

The Squadron hockey and soccer teams continue to give 
battle to giants. The hockey team is, in fact, in a position to 
win the Command Minor Units League, but the absence of our 
ace goalkeeper. Sergeant Shirley, on a U.K. course lessens our 
chances slightly, though Signalman Rae has courageously 
stepped into his boots. Captain Hartnett, Staff Sergeant 
Casshng and Corporal Fowler recently went on a most enjoy-
able Services Tour of Aden. Congratulations to Signalmen 
O'Donnell and Meredith for playing in the Command Com-
bined Services soccer team, and to Lieutenant Hoghton on his 
convincing win in the Command Swimming Championship 
(Butterfly Stroke). Corporal Kelly has been busy training a 
unit Basketball team and with Signalman Angel he is looking 
for some crowns to displace. 

The Modelling Club continues to flourish. Corporal Rowe, 
the founder, after watching his radio controlled (?) job hurtle 
into the deck decided to concentrate on more responsive 
material and thinks he may be getting engaged soon. Signal-
man Crowther is currently occupied in constructing a truly 
enormous machine to which, in advance, we wisih " Bon 
Voyage " and better luck to its owner. 

Very recendy the Signal Officer-in-Chief, Major-General J. 
F. Swainson, O.B.E., visited the Squadron. After inspecting the 
unit paraded ready to fly out he visited the Sergeants' Mess, 
afterwards lunching in the Officers' Mess. 

At present we are preparing for and looking forward to the 
next few exercises. We are due to provide communications for 
the control of a battalion exercise just north of Mount Kenya, 
then later to move further north into the desolate open desert 
country of the Norti||m Frontier District to carry out the major 
Command exercise year. This should prove most interesting 
for'not only wiU it iwolve us exercising with our friends in the 
K.A.R. but also enable many of us to see a completely new 
part of the coimtry. In March we hope to go on a Squadron 
exercise in the area of Lake Baringo—again a new part of the 
country with much to see and do—never a dull moment! 
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S e r g e a n t D . Hague (RM) C e n t r e Float, go ing ashore w i t h Sea 
Assault Force 

SIGTVAI. C O M M U N I C A T I O N W I N G , 
THE R.M.A., SANDHURST 

Greetings from Sandhurst! 

We have just returned from Christmas recess and are now 
settling down to another term's work. Looking back, all 
members of the Wing spent a full and busy winter term last 
year, starting on 9th September, for a period of 14 weeks. 
During this period we sent Instructors out almost daily on 
Platoon and Company exercises, and also managed to partici-
pate in larger exercises held by the Academy. S.S.M. E. 
Summers, Sergeant L. Waumsley and Sergeant (S) D. Hague, 
R.M., accompanied the Academy on the annual Exercise 
" Tipperary," held in France in October, 1962, against the 
French Military Academy St. Cyr (the French equivalent to 
our Sandhurst). S.S.M. Summers and Sergeant Waumsley 
working with the Exercise Controller and the Exercise Director, 
respectively, parachuted with the main force; Sergeant Hague 
accompanied and supervised the sea assault force radio 
communications. Sandhurst was declared the victor, with 
a great proportion of the success due to good communica-
tions. These three Instructors also went on a full dress re-
hearsal on Salisbury Plain the previous week. 

Major W. G. Neilson, with a staff consisting of Y. of S. P. 
Brown, Sergeants R. Barton, B. Symonds, C. Speight and 
Sergeant (S) D. Hague, represented the Signal Communications 
Wing. As usual, we sent an Instructor with each Company to 
supervise the radio communications which, under such expert 
supervision, worked like a charm. Many thanks to 262 Squadron 
and to the Rifle Brigade Signal Troop for the tremendous help 
they gave us. Our senior R.E.M.E. representative. Sergeant K. 
Johnson, worked under all conditions in the field to maintain 
our technical equipment, and it was our proud boast that we 
were always " on_the air." 

We have said goodbye to Captains M. U. Ryan and J. A. 
E. Hasell, who left at the end of last term. 

We welcome Captain J. O. C. Alexander and Captain J. D. 
Hopkins, M.B.E., as new Royal Signals Instructors to the 
Academy, and hope that they both enjoy their tour here. 
Sergeant Newell has recently arrived from Kenya with his 
family. We bid him and his family welcome and can promise 
him a full, interesting and eventful tour. 

(Continued on page 102) 
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Our sporting activities continue at full pace, with soccer, 
rugby and hockey. Our soccer team, under Sergeant C. Speight's 
tuition, are playing about once a week in the Academy League, 
and all things considered, are holding their own. Rugby is 
represented by Staff Sergeant (S.Q.M.S.) V. DeClancy and 
Sergeant K. Johnson, R.E.M.E., both of whom produce scars 
and additional plasters weekly. Our Yeoman of Signals, Staff 
Sergeant P. Brown, gets us on the hockey pitch as often as 
possible and is also the " professional" umpire for the R.M.A. 
Occasionals—the R.M.A. Staff Club side. 

The Wing boasts that we lead the field in swimming activities 
within the Academy. We entered twelve members from the 
Wing for the Amateur Swimming Association Personal Survival 
Test in November, all of whom passed. Our S.S.M.'s two 
children, Ernest and Susan, gave a good demonstration of how 
it should be done properly. 

On the social side we, the Signals Wing, were the Enter-
tainments Committee for the Sergeants' Mess last term. Along 
with the normal social activities associated with a large 
Sergeants' Mess, we arranged a Halloween Ball on 3rd 
November. Our surprise of the evening was the attendance 
of the Pipers and Dancers from the Junior Leaders Regiment, 
Newton Abbot. The first intimation to the Mess members of 
their attendance was when Captain J. W. Swindells, Royal 
Signals, marched into the gaily-decorated Sandhurst Hall, 
followed by the Pipers. They were warmly welcomed and their 
performance greatly appreciated by the Mess members. We 
were most proud and pleased to present the boys to the 
Academy, and we were most grateful to Lieutenant-Colonel 
A. Holifield, M.C., commanding the Junior Leaders Regiment, 
in allowing the boys to attend. 

Sergeant B. Styles organised a first-class Christmas party 
for eighty-plus children of Sergeants' Mess members (ages 2 to 
5 years). Every child was equipped with a novelty squeaker 
and fancy hat, and after an appropriate tea and film show, 
were given a present by a rotund and cheery-faced Father 
Christmas (alias Staff Sergeant D. Wood). 

The Christmas draw was voted the best yet at the Academy. 
Well done, Y. of S. P. Brown and your committee, consisting 
of Sergeant L. Waumsley and Sergeant C. Speight, for all 
your hard work. 

A special mention to Staff Sergeant R. Simmons, B.E.M., who 
organised the refreshments at all of the social activities in 
the Mess; from the children's party to the Christmas draw, when 
he catered for 450 members and guests. It never ceases to 
amaze us how he produces such a sumptuous spread on each 
occasion; the contacts must be phenomenal. The patients in 
Millbank Hospital had a special vote of thanks for the magnifi-
cent cake he had delivered on behalf of the S i s a l s Communica-
tions Wing in time for Christmas. A nice gesture. Staff 
Sergeant Simmons. 

We have our monthly party in the Sergeants' Mess on the 
first Saturday of the month, and have cast our net far and 
wide, meeting many old friends and making many new ones. 
We were sorry that only two of the then Royal Signals 
Senior N.C.O.s on the Drill Course at Pirbright accepted our 
invitation to dinner in the Sergeants' Mess in November, and 
only hope that in future our invitations are more readily 
accepted. The Aldershot Branch of the Royal Signals Associa-
tion have been represented in the Sergeants' Mess by Messrs. 
V. Goodman and V. lent. We were pleased to see you, gentle-
men, and introduce you to the R.M.A. Sandhurst Sergeants' 
Mess and to our Mess President, Academy Sergeant-Major J. 
C. Lord, M.B.E., Grenadier Guards, who always attends our 
parties to meet our many guests. 

We had only one visitor in response to the invitation in our 
last contribution to THE WIRE. May we again extend an in-
vitation to any member of the Corps to visit us if they are 
passing this way. They will be sure of a warm welcome. 

More next term . . . 

Entering R.M.A,, Sandhurst 

It would be appreciated if any serving or retired members 
of the Corps, of the Regular or Reserve Army, who have sons 
about to enter R.M.A., Sandhurst, would notify this fact to 
the Senior Royal Signals Officer on the Staff there, at present. 
Major J. M. W. Badcock, M.B.E. 

There are many little ways in which boys can be helped, 
and it is only right that we should "look after our own." It 
is not always possible, however, for the Staff on the s ^ t to 
know who may be in this category unless this notification is 

After the photograph we 

205 SQVADRON 
5th December, 1962, was quite an eventful day for the 

Squadron. At 11.30 hours we lined up on the square, and 
squinted into the sun while the first ever photograph of an 
integrated Brigade Signal Squadron was taken. The winter 
sunUght was caught and reflected not only by Royal Signals 
cap badges, but also by those of the Royal Engineers, Kings 
Regiment, R.U.R., Queen's Ovm Buffs, Rifle Brigade, Queen's 
Surreys, Loyals, Green Howards, East Anglian, D.E.R.R., 
King's Own Border, S.C.L.I., R.A.O.C, R.E.M.E., R.A.P.C, 
A.C.C. This photograph was the prelude to what we think will 
be a happy and successful year as the " N e w L o o k " Signal 
Squadron. 

all filed downstairs into the 
Nag's Head bar to watch 
Staff Sergeant W. J. Leech 
get a well-deserved pat on 
the back, in the shape of the 
Long Service and Good 
Conduct Medal. The medal 
was presented by Brigadier 
J. N . T h o m a s , D.S.O., M.C. 
It was then the turn of 
Brigadier Thomas to receive 
something from us, for after 
a year as Brigade Com-
mander he was off -to the 
more rarified atmosphere of 
the Imperial Defence Col-
lege. It was with very real 
regret that we said goodbye, 
and to remind him of the 
year when 205 signalled for 
him, we presented him with 
a plague bearing the Squad-
ron badge. (The Nag's 
Head.) 

19th December was an-
other important day for us, 
being the day of the Aimual 
Administration Inspection, 
and the first time our new 
Brigade Commander saw us 
in action. Brigadier D. H. 

^ „ ^ . . ^ Davies, M.C., carried out the 
Staff S e r g e a n t -N. J. Leech i n s p e c t i o n , b e g i n n i n g b y 

setting in motion our " Crash M o v e " drill. After about half 
an hour, he was able to inspect the men and vehicles of the 
Squadron, fully loaded and lined up ready to go. Having 
shaken hands with nearly all the men he met, the Commander 
then presented the Long Service and Good Conduct Medal to 
R.Q.M.S. R. G. Chilvers. A demonstration followed, " J " 
Troop laying cable, and " A " Troop setting up the Saracen 
command post from which the Brigadier and his staff command 
the Brigade in the field. After lunch the Commander inspected 
the accommodation of the Squadron and the static Signal 
Centre. Brigadier Davies congratulated the Squadron on the 
hard work which went into the preparation for the inspection. 

On the 2ist of December, the Westfalische Rundshau printed 
the following item: 

BRITISH SOLDIERS BRING HAPPINESS 
Orphans are, at the time of Advent, often the centre of 

public interest. On Wednesday afternoon, the Protestant 
Orphanage in Iserlohn was visited by 205 Signal Squadron. 
Lieutenant P. J. R. Brown, with the Squadron Sergeant-
Major, and several soldiers, presented D M 400 to the 
Orphanage. The money consisted of contributions from the 
officers and men of the Squadron, each child was presented 
with sweets and chocolate. 

With Lieutenant Brown and the S.S.M. were Corporals King, 
Davis and Chambers, and Signalman Young and Tucker. One 
rather alarming incident occurred which the newspaper failed 
to mention. The Saracen was parked on a slight incline, and 
one of the forty-odd children swarming over it discovered how 
to release the hand-brake. The situation (and the Saracen and 
children) was saved by Corporal Chambers diving headlong 
into the driver's hatch of the rapidly receding vehicle and 
putting the brake on again. 

The Sergeants' Mess draw, on the 22nd of December, was 
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R . O . M . S . R. G . C h i l v e r s 

presided over by W.O.I Eames, Chief Clerk of the Brigade 
Headquarters. Quahty and quantity of the prizes was a source 
of amazement to all present. Mr. Richings, the R.S.M., 
walked off with one of the most attractive prizes, a food 
hamper. The quantity of food was such that the R.S.M. 
and family are still living on smoked ham and champagne. 

Incidentally, we believe we are the only Brigade Signal 
Squadron which boasts a R S.M. rather than a S.S.M. Mr. 
Richings has been made acting W.O.I, on the advice of the 
Brigade Commander, because of the greater responsibility 
integration has brought to the appointment. 

2 0 » ( C O M M O N W E A L T H ) S(|VADRON 

We seem to have been absent for several months from THE 
WIRE, but hope to be back once again as a regular contributor. 

Recently there have been several changes in personalities. 
We have said farewell to Major B. P. James and Lieutenant 
B. M. Edwards, both Royal Australian Signals, and to 
Lieutenant M. J. L. Bygrave, Royal Signals, who sailed to U.K. 
in Sy Tuarwa (how about an article on the journey?). 

A number of readers will be interested to know that Major 
James has returned to Australia to command ist Divisional 
Signal Regiment. Recently arrived are Major A. M. Hewson, 
our new O.C., and Captain I. O. J. Sprackling, both Royal 
Signals, and also Captain D. I. Godden and Lieutenant R. G. 
Elder, both Royal Australian Signals. Other recent arrivals 
are Sergeant Bell to the Squadron Office, and Sergeant Knowles, 
Corporals Grey, Daniels and Lucas, and Signalman Marshall, 
Nicholson, Remmer and Rourke to Radio Troop, and Corporals 
Alford and Davis, and Signalman Sealeaf, Simmonds and 
Williams to Brigade H.Q. Troop. 

We managed one exercise in January and that was originally 
planned with the R.A.F., cancelled due to Brunei, and 
resurrected for H.M.S. Hermes. Two of our Battalion rear link 
detachments found themselves acting as all purpose tentacles, 
and thought themselves fortunate to be " base wallahs " for a 
change—^many an interesting comment was heard as operators 
with stiff wrists wished their Battalion near enough to join! 
We raised our hats to the Naval pilots—not only did they nearly 
remove our Squadron H.Q. shdter (complete with O.C. and 
S.S.M.), but they had four aircraft with earth in their jets and 
one sprouting several pieces of jungle! We trust we will never 
be on their receiving end! 

O.C. Radio Troop, Captain R. J. Costello, has returned from 
a ' swan' to the east coast looking for exercise areas. He took 
three Australian operators with him and can now vouch for 
the fact that they do like steak for breakfast! Signalman Klap 
went into Mersing to buy charcoal and tried his few words of 
Malay to a little boy in a shop. The reply came back in perfect 
English—how could an Australian be expected to understand? 

Two of our Australian operators went to U.K. for Christmas 
and have just returned. We thought the weather may have 
upset their holiday but they say they never felt the cold (interior 
resistance?) and met good hospitality. Their comment on 
staggering from the aircraft here was, " Wonderful time—book 
us for next year." 

On to sport, and 19^3 has opened well with a good win in 
the Brigade Minor Units cross country competition. Our team, 
run by Sergeant Rikus, consisted of Corporals Coles and Davis, 
and Signal-men Mills, Helliwell, Mason, Gardner, Bridgeman, 
Williams, Rowlands and Dickinson. We hope this is the first 
of many such successes this year. 

Back row: Corporals Gur r , Cornish, and Cornfor th , Signalmen Swanson and 
B a r t o n 

Front row: Signalmen Stables and Simpson, Lieutenant Davies, Major Beatcie 
Corporal Parker, Signalman Welch 

Not shown: Signalmen Appleton and Murden 

2 2 » SQIIADIION (HEIULIN) 

Since we last appeared in print we have survived a hectic 
Christmas period and have subsequently become snow and ice-
bound. 

All the traditional Christmas activities were enjoyed and in 
addition many Signalmen were invited to spend Christmas 
with West Berlin families while others enjoyed the hospitality 
of the West Berlin police at their annual Oiristmas party. 

The annual Squadron ' Smoker' was an enjoyable evening 
with food and drink in our flourishing Corporal's Club, followed 
by a series of cabinet acts ably controlled by Sergeant Common, 
the M.C. Major Beattie, the Squadron Commander, told some 
amusing stories, while Captain Olds, Lieutenant (T.O.T.) 
Parker and Lieutenant Davies were called upon to sing in turn. 
The seniors produced a glamorous chorus line of S.S.M. Had-
field, W.O.IIs Wilson and Thorn, Staff Sergeant (F.-of-S.) 
McKay and Sergeants Playford, Haydon and Perry to sing 
" Queen Street Gir ls" with uproarious effect. Signalman 
Mundin then sang some favourite songs and then everyone 
joined in. What a night! 

Shortly afterwards, the Squadron Dance was held in the 
N A A F I Ballroom and, with some glamorous girls from Tele-
funken Head Office, laid on by one of our enterprising seniors, 
and the Christmas draw prizes, proved to be a great success. 

After Christmas we returned to soldiering and the provision 
of communications for an extremely active Brigade. Two major 
exercises have taken place in the Grunewald and additionally 
we have taken a major part in the Brigade Headquarters' 
patrolling and field craft exercises. 

Currently we are running advance Regimental Signallers' 
Courses followed by Voice Procedure Courses for the R.M.P. 
Company and for members of R.A.F. Gatow. (Unkindly called 
" Wireless for the Blind "). We look like timiing into a second 
School of Signals. In addition, the Squadron Commander has 
insisted on all officers re-leaming morse. 

Congratulations to Signalman Haddon on his marirage this 
month in Berlin. We all vnsh them a happy future. Belated 
best wishes also to Signalman Stables on his marriage. In the 
birth stakes, W.O.II and Mrs. Thom produced a daughter, 
shortly before being posted to a sunnier location. He will be 
greatly missed in all the Squadron activities. Well deserved 
promotions were gained by Sergeant Lowe, Corporal Kelly and 
Lance-Corporals Tait, Stocks and Whiffen. 

Our most successful sporting team during these winter months 
has been the cross country team. In early January the team 
romped home as easy victors in the Berlin Minor Units 
Championships and thus qualified for the B.A.O.R. finals on 
26th January. This competition was run at Paderborn and the 
Squadron team did extremely well, under bitter conditions, to 
come fourth out of .jen Minor Units. 

AFTERTHOUGHT. Staff Sergeant Biggs would like to see his 
name in THE WIRE, SO it is only fitting to mention he is doing 
an excellent job as S.S.M. in the absence of W.O.II (S.S.M.) 
Hadfield who is on his Guards Drill course. 

Now back to work. Every time you read in the newspapers 
that the troops in Berlin have been stood to, called out or 
practised in general alert procedures, you will know that we are 
keeping alive our Corps motto, ' Certa Cito,' in this easterly 
outpost. 
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236 $4|IJAI>ROIV 

The Signal Officer-in-Chief's visit was the highlight of last 
month. On the afternoon of 31st January, he was met at the 
Transmitter Site by the Squadron Commander, Major J. Hardy, 
and the Officer-in-Charge of the site, W.O.II Jupe. After being 
shown round the Transmitter Hall, domestic accommodation, 
gardens and power house, where the 380 kVA generators 
started without trouble, he was shown Lance-Corporal Ferrier's 
collection of live snakes and lizards, in which he showed great 
interest. 

The afternoon was completed by an inspection of the Receiver 
Site, where Major (Retd.) Jarvis showed him round before 
he had tea with the Officers, Senior N.C.O.s and civilian staff. 

The following morning it was Squadron Headquarters' turn. 
A quarter guard, under Sergeant Mellett, turned out on the 
arrival of the S.O.-in-C., and were inspected by him. The 
guard was wearing No. 3 dress jackets with No. i dress 
trousers, now an optional dress in East Africa Command, 
and looked extremely smart. We shall certainly adopt this for 
future ceremonial occasions. The Tape Relay Centre, Stores, 
Officers, etc., were then visited by the S.O.-in-C., who met 
and talked to a large majority of the Squadron. He also found 
time to spend half-an-hour with the R.A.F. Comcen before 
joining the Squadron Officers for coffee in Command Group 
and leaving for his next appointment. 

245 SQIJADROIV 

After nearly four years in Cyrenaica, and now due a well-
earned rest with R.H.E., I should have a tale to tell, but the 
excitement of returning to the U.K. has left my mind a blank, 
and I am at a loss as what to write about. 

The last few months we have been busy, not that we have 
had extra work put on us, its been due to the fact we have had 
•so few to do the work, even the dogs have been considered for 
the Prowler Picquet. Things are livening up at last and we 
are having Telegraph Operators posted in. We can still field a 
full football team, whether you can play the game or not it 
doesn't matter, as long as you can smile after losing by the odd 
ten goals is the type of players we are looking for (and is the 
type of player we have). We are not doing too badly with the 
hockey team and if Lieutenant Cathmoir follows my advice on 
the dent tactics we should win every game. 

" Flash " (Killer) Millership is in full training for the boxing 
on the 31st January; we wish him all the best in the B.M.H. 
Sergeant Murray is the Lone Ranger in the Cipher Office, and 
is going to Benina Airport personally to meet our long lost Jack 
of all trades, Jim " Legs " O'Reilly, who returns to us with a 
cipher trade. " Taffy " Rose, our new projectionist at the camp 
cinema, has invented a new lense—cinamascope is out, and 
blare-a-vision is all the rage. Stephan is still with us in the 
stores, and apart from the O.C., Major J. B. Stewart, and the 
•Q.M., Captain F. Thirkell, most of the old faces have left us. 

Sport keeps plugging along and the football team keeps trying. 
Basketball is resuming after a temporary recess; canoeing looks 
like being a new summer sport with the Squadron now owning 
two canoes. 

We also paid a visit to the Roman ruins at Tolemeida, but 
unfortunately it never stopped raining until we sighted Benghazi 
again. Still it made a change to get away from Benghazi. 

Finally, congratulations to Signalman and Mrs. Mickle, 
Corporal and Mrs. Walker and Corporal and Mrs. Jones on 
iheir new arrivals. 

Round the Colony 
252 S(|UADR01V 

Time: 06.00 hours. Date: Friday, 18th May. 
Temperature: 75° F. Humidity: 75°. 
Place: Brigade Headquarters in the New Territories of 

Hong Kong. 
Event: The start for 252 Squadron team of the " Round 

the Colony Race." 

This has become an annual event organised by the Gurkha 
Brigade for Units in the Brigade. This year it was opened to 
all Units in Hong Kong. The object is to visit a series of check 

points spread throughout the colony using any form of trans-
port except helicopters and light aircraft. Eight of the nine 
check points were at the top of high peaks in the colony, the 
ninth was in an inaccessible village 20 minutes from the nearest 
road. Combined total height of all peaks 11,000 ft. Total road 
distance between peaks: over one hundred miles. Total water 
distance over 30 miles. Total mileage on foot approximately 
25 miles. 

Down through the first check point there is nothing worse 
than a thorough soaking of footwear and trousers from the 
morning dew. The next check point is Mount Hallowes. The 
approach is by L.C.M. and the sun is beginning to bum up the 
mist. Still in good heart the team leaves again on an L.C.M. 
for Ma On Shan, 700 metres high with a grinding approach 
march of two miles—down the hill and another two miles 
across country to the waiting Land Rovers. The temperature 
is now up in the eighties—so is the humidity. Underclothing 
is soaked in sweat, blisters are forming and two-thirds of the 
course still to go. The next two hills are easy and provide a 
very necessary break before tackling Mount Parker on Hong 
Kong island. With the temperature and humidity now in the 
nineties we hear the news that the R.M.P. team has fallen out 
through injury and the Lancers are out through heat exhaustion. 
Hie lesson is learned and we stop at the Star Ferry Restaurant 
for a drink and rest. Other customers do not seem at all anxious 
to be near us. Could it be the sweat-soaked shirts? 

Needle Hill is the next objective. It is over 530 metres high. 
The sunset view is blocked on occasions by neighbouring hiUs 
and each time it appears it seems several feet higher. It is 
manned by personnel of the recce flight. The view is mudi 
the same as one gets from an Auster. They must feel at home. 
Here we learn the news that the Queens Surrey team has fallen 
out and we are the only team to start that day who are still 
left in the fight. 

The last two check points are visited in a daze of exhaustion, 
clothing has been sodden with sweat and dried so many times 
that it is now stiff as if it had been starched. The temperature 
has eased off a few degrees but the humidity is as high as ever 
as we descend the last hill, and race along the water pipe line 
for a mile and a half to the waiting Land Rovers that take us 
into Brigade Headquarters almost exactly fourteen hours after 
leaving. The first beer didn't even touch the sides going down. 

262 SQUADUOIV 

Two welcome visitors to the Squadron were the G.O.C., 
Cyprus District, on 25th January, and our S.O.C.-in-C., Major-
General F. J. Swainson, O.B.E. Both General Officers seemed 
to be pleased with what they saw in their all-too-short time 
with the Squadron. Our Chief Signal Officer, Brigadier C. T . 
Honeybourne, O.B.E., took the opponunity, when accompanying 
the S O.-in-C., to make his ovm farewell visit to the Squadron. 
His departure from the island marks the end of a proud era 
in the history of Royal Signals. Brigadier Honeybourne was 
the last of a distinguished line of Chief Signal Officers, Middle 
East Land Forces, and the first and last Chief Signal Officer, 
Near East Land Forces. His successor will be ^ i e f Signal 
Officer, Cyprus District. 

On 19th January, our successful cross-country team. Minor 
Units, Cyprus, champions, competed in the C.S.O.'s Champion-
ship Squadron Cross-Country, and won decisively—the same 
cannot, it is regretted, be said for our rugger or soccer teams in 
the same competition—still we cannot be good at everything! 

The Squadron's Detachment, which works on Mount 
Olympus—the highest point on the island—are weathering the 
wintry conditions, certainly from the equipment point of view, 
better this year than ever before. The reason for this is our 
newly-installed, heated, YAGI-type aerials. These aerials are 
produced by G.S.V. (Marine and Commercial) Ltd., Com-
munication Aerial Engineers. The old hazards of icing aerials 
and the attendant faults, and discomforts, have effectively dis-
appeared since the heated aerial installation in a matter of days 
before the first big snowfall of the year. 

Welcome arrivals in the Squadron in the past month are 
Staff Sergeant Jones and family. Signalman Smith and family. 
Sergeant McKissock and family—we wish them aU a happy stay 
with the Squadron. Departures include Corporals Malone, 
Johnson and Francis, on T.I. upgrading courses, and we wish 
all three success and look forward to Corporal Francis re-
joining the Squadron on course termination. Our first W.R.A.C. 
departure. Private Stephens, came within the month, and we 
wish her good luck in civilian life. 
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Headquarters A.E.R. 

The Catterick Beagles 
The Beagles have received good support from the School of 

Signals so far this season. All three Whips have been members 
of the School; they were Lieutenant W. P. B. Thomas and 
Second-Lieutenant J. J. Ventham, and Captain J. R. Moon, 
R.M., all of whom have been turning out regularly in hunting 
kit. Hounds met at the Headquarters Mess at 13.30 hours on 
Saturday, 8th December, and despite threatening weather, 
there was a good gathering in the forecourt to take a glass of 
cherry brandy before the afternoon's sport. On this day hares 
were hard to find, but two brace have already been killed this 
season, and although this is a low figure, it is an improvement 
on the previous season. At the time of writing, the freeze-up 
has put a temporary stop to beagling. Many readers will be 
interested to hear that Mr. Fred Keyse (lately Sergeant, Royal 
Signals), ably assisted by his wife, is still Kennel-Huntsman at 
the kennels at White House Farm, Waitwith. 

Swimming 
" Signal," published by 18th Regiment, in its issue of 5th 

December, 1962, congratulates Staff Sergeant lent, son of Mr. 
A. V. lent, Aldershot Branch Royal Signals Association on a 
most successful season. 

Winner of the Inter-Services 220 and 440 yards free-style 
events, he captained the Army (Singapore) team that won the 
Inter-Services Swimming Championship. He later led the 
Army (Singapore) team to Hong Kong, where it won both the 
swimming and the water polo. 

The A.E.R. Confers 
On a Saturday morning in December each year a group of 

rather earnest-looking civilians converge upon the War Office. 
They p i n entrance discreetly by a side door and find their 
way with difficulty along deserted corridors to a rather imposing 
panelled conference room. Their primary purpose is to take 
stock. Under the chairmanship of the Commander, H.Q. Royal 
Signals, there is a frank exchange of views on the achievements 
of the past year and the training policy for the following year. 

It has become the custom, on the preceding Friday evening, 
for these Unit Commanders of the A.E.R. to dine informally 
at Whitehall Court with colleagues from the Regular Army. 
They have with them, too, Commanding Officers of the pas.t, 
as well as those in line to command in the future. This year 
the gathering had a special significance. Colonel Tommy Grigg 
was about to leave his command at Blandford for warmer 
latitudes. He had, in his own special way, identified himself 
with the A.E.R. during four years of office. He had seen us 
through the move from Chester to Blandford and through the 
difficult days of reorganisation. That this had been achieved so 
smoothly was due in no small part to his foresight and to his 
skilful and persistent diplomacy. 

As a mark of their grateful appreciation, officers past and 
present of the A.E.R., Royal Signals, subscribed to present him 
with a silver salver. The presentation was made on their behalf 
by Colonel Charles Vincent-Smith. 

These notes are somewhat belated, as we are only a couple 
of months away from the commencement of the 1963 training 
season—it had been the intention to try and include them in 
January's WIRE to enable all our friends to bring themselves 
up-to-date with the comings and goings of this Headquarters 
during the past six months. Pressure of work will have to 
be pleaded, what with the Administrative Inspections, Christ-
mas parties, and the final straw, the snow (it took a week to 
dig out Blandford Camp and restore it to normal!). However, 
all excuses apart, let us now look back over the past few months. 
The staff is rapidly changing and (with one or two exceptions) 
will have undergone a complete change by July, 1963. 

The first to leave us was Staff Sergeant Dickenson, who is 
233 Squadron, followed closely by Captain (Q.M.) N. Carter, 
who was " required rather urgently in B.A.O.R., where it is 
understood he is reorganising a certain unit's M.T. Major A. 
Scaife also left us about the same time, on retirement, and 
he has now returned to that Valhalla " of all good Signalmen 
—Richmond, Yorks. 

Major (Q.M.) John Cairns, who took over the M.T. from 
Captain Carter, has also retired and is living in Essex—his 
place being taken by Major (Q.M.) R. Hodgson, late of Singa-
pore and all places East. 

Major (Q.M.) R. Shove has at last departed for Singapore, 
complete with family, and our kind thoughts and appreciation 
for all they have done during their tour here go with them. 
In his place, we welcome Major (Q.M.) K. Uttley, who has 
joined us on a " busman's holiday " from the T.A. at Bristol. 

It was during this period that we learned of the rather tragic 
death of Mr. A. S. J. Curtis in hospital at Southampton, who 
died after an operation. He was employed by the Q.M. as a 
Storeman in the Barrack Stores, had served (in the R.A.S.C.) 
during the 1914-18 War, where he earned a Mention-in-
Despatches. He had been employed as a civilian by the War 
Department from the end of World War I until his death. 

On 29th October, 1962, we said goodbye to the last National 
Service soldier in the Headquarters, Private Hughes, A.C.C., 
who was employed as a cook in the Officers' Mess during his 
stay with the A.E.R. That month also saw the beginning of an 
undertaking quite new to A.E.R., the training of Royal Signals 
recruits as Comcen Operators—we now have three courses 
of 20 under training, with trade tests in the offing for the first 
course. Captain H. Scott is doing a grand job as Administration 
Officer and " father confessor " to these recruits. 

December became a hive of industry, preparing for our annual 
Administrative Inspection, which was carried out by Brigadier 
A. L. Atkinson, O.B.E., C.S.O., Southern Command, closely 
followed by the usual round of Christmas activities. 

The New Year, which was being looked forward to as a 
period of recuperation and reorganisation, preparatory to the 
1963 training season, came in on a Force 8 gale, which resulted 
in the camp becoming snowbound, a situation which took 

C o l o n e l T . G r i g g (left) rece ives t h e presentat ion f r o m C o l o n e l 
V incent-Smith 
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exactly a week to put right, with all available personnel being 
issued with shovels, in order that essential food and fuel supplies 
could be maintained. 

Dorset rapidly became one of the worst hit areas in the 
U . K . ; conditions were aggravated by the County Council's lack 
of snow-clearing aids. (The locals tell us it never snows in 
Dorset). 

By the time these notes are in print, we will have said our 
farewells to our Commander, Colonel T . H. C. Grigg, who is 
taking up a new appointment as C.S.O., N E A R E A S T , Cyprus, 
and in his place we welcome Colonel G . W . Blackburne from 
a staff appointment at H.Q., Eastern Command. 

Association Notes 
Chester B r a n c h 

The 17th annual dinner and dance was held in the CrosviUe 
Social Club on Friday, 25th January, 1963. A hundred mem-
bers, wives and friends sat down to dinner. This, considering 
the foul weather, was an amazing achievement, and is indicative 
of the regard with which the Branch is held by members 
and friends. T h e principal guest of the evening was the 
General Secretary, Royal Signals Association, Brigadier P. M . 
P. Hobson, D . S . O . , who was paying his first visit to the Branch 
since his appointment in December, 1962. Notable among the 
remaining guests were: Colonel G . H. Starr, C.S.O., Western 
Command, a Vice-President of Chester Branch; Major H. 
M c D . Chapman, 241 Squadron; Major E. A. McLoughlin, S.O.3, 
H.Q., Western Command; Captain K . F. J. Mogridge, Officer-
in-Charge, Communication Centre, H.Q., Western Command; 
each was accompanied by his wife. 

A first-class dinner was served and toasts were as follows: 
" Her Majesty T h e Queen," proposed by Mr. E. C. Lavis-Jones, 
President; " Our Patron," proposed by Mr. R. Hinge, Hon. 
Secretary; " T h e Royal Signals Association," Captain R. D . 
Hardy, a Vice-President and Welfare Officer of the Branch. 
In proposing this toast. Captain Hardy welcomed the new 
General Secretary to Chester, pointing out that Brigadier 
Hobson was no stranger to those members who had attended 
the Catterick Reunions, for as Commander of the Training 
Brigade, he had been responsible for the arrangements for the 
last three years, and thanks were due to him for their success. 

Captain Hardy then began a resume of the activities of the 
Branch during 1962, mentioning that he had the honour of 
attending a Central Committee meeting at the War Office and 
was greatly impressed at the way the Association's business 
was conducted and the courtesy extended to mere mortals by 
" T o p Brass "—three Knights, seven Major-Generals, Brigadiers 
and Colonels to wit! 

Concluding the speech, the Welfare Officer appealed to 
members of the Branch and their friends to let the Branch 
have any items of clothing that they were likely to discard; 
such items would be gratefully received and sent to H.Q. for 
disposal to less fortunate members. 

In his reply, Brigadier Hobson thanked the Branch for their 
kind invitation to the dinner, and the proposer of the toast for 
his generous remarks regarding his activities at Catterick. In 
his new sphere, he was set a tremendously high standard by 
Brigadier Henry Firth, his predecessor, and he hoped that he 
could do half as well. T^is was only the second branch 
dinner he had attended since assuming office, and he was very 
impressed with the function. 

Brigadier Hobson concluded his remarks by quoting from 
the menu card—" Let prudence direct you " and " Brevity is 
the soul of wit," but before doing so, endorsed Captain Hardy's 
appeal for gifts of clothing, saying that the need was indeed very 
great. 

T h e toast to " T h e Guests " was proposed by the Chairman, 
Mr. C. Atherton, who suitably welcomed the guests, especially 
the ladies, without whom no dinner was complete. In his 
reply to the toast, Mr. George Baker said that he had been 
to several of the branches' dinners and had always enjoyed him-
self, and on behalf of the remaining guests, thanked the Chester 
Branch for inviting them. 

Speeches being over, the floor was cleared for dancing and 
games, which went on until i .oo a.m. Before departing, each 
person was given a cup of hot soup. 

Welfare Section 
Below, an attempt is made to describe, with suitable 
anonymity, five cases taken from the Welfare files 

concluded during the first week in February. 
S I G N A L M A N , 1944-46.—Owing to an unfortunate accident, he was 

badly injured and partially paralysed. S .S .A.F.A. and the Association 
between them helped to buy bedding and to clear a worrying hire pur-
chase debt. A Christmas parcel went to the children. 

WIDOW OF EX-SERGEANT, 1921-32.—Illness has constanUy dogged 
her and her family, and it became difficult to keep things going. A n 
opportunity to move to better accommodation arose and the Association 
was able to help with removal expenses. 

WIDOW OF EX-SIGNALMAN, 1950-52.—She sustained a sad loss in 
the death of her husband. T h e Association helped, along with the 
British Legion, to meet the fimeral expenses and a Christmas parcel 
was sent 

DRIVER, 1939-46.—Was seriously ill, and a convalescent rest was essential. 
T h e Association made this possible and helped to clear some troublesome 
bills. 

LANCE-CORPORAL, 1956-59—Had a very long spell in hospital and 
needed new clothes on discharge. T h e Association was able to fit him 
out, along with an encouraging letter to cheer him up. 

R O Y A L S I G N A L S A S S O C I A T I O N B E N E V O L E N T F U N D . 
Once again illness has struck the Accounts Section of the Association, 

and we are unavoidably obliged to hold over the list of subscriptions 
made by units during January. Up-to-date lists will, however, be published 
in the next issue of THE WIRE. 

Careers and Opportunities 
The appointments listed belcm form a very small 
fraction of all the introductions to "Jobs" which 
are available. Always, prospective employers want 

more candidates than the Association can offer. 

Vacancies for Officers in the Territorial Army on Consolidated 
Rates of Pay. Vacancies exist now for a Permanent Staff Officer 
in 319 (Guards Brigade) Squadron (T.A.) at Rugby, and for a 
Permanent Staff Officer, W.R.A.C., in 48 (S.M.) Regiment 
(T.A.) at Birmingham. 

Others vacancies for permanent Staff Officers are likely to 
occur soon at Prescot (Lanes.), Liverpool, Birmingham, New-
port (Mon.), Cardiff and Swansea. 

Applications for these posts are invited from retired officers 
and Warrant Officers, regular or T . A . 

Conditions of service are as laid down in T . A . Regs. Appx. 
X X I I . Upper age limit, on application, is 53 years. Appoint-
ments will be for three years initially. Salary will commence 
at £970 for male officers, £782 for W.R.A.C. officers, with 
increments for service in the past. 

Applications should be addressed to: Chief Signal Officer, 
H.Q., Western Command, Chester. 

There is a vacancy for the post of Adjutant (T.A.), on 
consolidated rates, with 45th (Essex) Regiment, Selsdon Road, 
Wanstead, E . i i . Suitable for ex-Regular or T . A . Officers. For 
this post and other T . A . vacancies, write to Officer Commanding, 
giving particulars of service. 'Phone Wanstead 5131. 

Mullard Equipment Ltd., Manor Royal, Crawley, Sussex. 

A vacancy has arisen in the above firm for an individual to 
be responsible for the running o f a newly-formed user trials 
team for testing out such items as military-type radio equip-
ment under field conditions. This should be suitable for an ex-
T . O . T . or Foreman-of-Signals, particularly one who has a 
practical radio background. A knowledge of user trials pro-
cedure would be most useful in addition. Salary would be 
in the order of £1,100 - £1,200 p.a. 

Applications should be made through Association H.Q. to 
the Personnel Department of the above-mentioned firm. The 
firm also has a certain number of other vacancies that might be 
suitable for experienced ex-Royal Signals tradesmen, who 
should apply as above, stating their experience and qualifications. 

Radio Taxis Services, la , High Point, Highgate, London, N.6, 

have vacancies for Radio Operators. Shift hours. Wages 
from £12 to £14 per week, and more, according to experience. 

Applications may be made to the firm direct, marking 
application for the attention of Mr. Gilmore, and mentioning 
Royal Signals Association. 
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NEW TRIUMPH SPITFIRE 4 
5 ways it leaves other low-price sports cars standing! 

FASTER Top speed 92 mph. 0-50 mph in 11.0 seconds. 
INDEPENDENT SUSPENSION on all four wheels. The Spitfire 
corners with a sureness most cars give only on the straight. 
TIGHTER TURNING The Spitfire right-about turns where other 
cars make 3-pointers (that's its 24-ft turning circle). 
DISC BRAKES on the front wheels. One more reason why the 
Spitfire is an impressively safe sports car. 
LUXURY Wind-up windows seal out wind and rain. A t its price 
there's nothing to touch the new Spitfire for comfort. 

ALL YOURS-FOR MUCH LESS THAN YOU'D PAY BACK HOME 
Generous tax concessions are still available, and your local 
Standard-Triumph dealer can fill in all the facts. See him today 
about the new Spitfire 4. Take one out for a test-drive if you 
like. Or try the Spitfire's bigger brother, the TR4. Or its 
cousin, the famous Herald 1200. 

There's a Standard-Triumph dealer near you. Write for 
full details to the Standard-Triumph Sales Ltd. , Export 
Sales (European Division), Coventry, England. 

a E K l l l E S S s 
A member of the Leyland Motors Group 
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By Appo in tment co the Late King George V 

ROGERS & CO. 
(MILITARY OUTFITTERS) LTD. 

Mufti and Sporting Tailors 

Breeches Makers 

Regimental Outfitters to the Royal Signals 

33 BRUTON STREET , MAYFA IR , W . I 
Late of 57 Jermyn Street, London, S.W.I 

Telephone : Telegraphic Address : 
Mayfair 7303 " Rogers. Mayfair 7303 London" 

P E R C I V A L C O A C H E S 
f o r P R I V A T E H I R E 

Luxury Saloon Coaches 

available for Military 

units at short notice 

TELEPHONE : RICHMOND 2343 

Percival Brothers (Coaches) Ltd 
53, M A R K E T P L A C E , R I C H M O N D , Y O R K S . 

Vaiancies 
in the 

Composite Signals Organisation 

A number of vacancies, offering 

good career prospects, exist for:-

RADIO OPERATORS (Male) 

Wri te , giving details of Education, 

Qualifications and Experience to: 

Recruitment Officer (CSO'6) 

Government Communications Head-
quarters, 

W Block, Priors Road, Cheltenham, 

Gloucestershire 

C/ouff Qn/oy.,., 

The proper creamy 
Cadbury taQtel 
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OFFICIALLY APPOINTED 
REGIMENTAL TAILORS T O THE 
ROYAL CORPS OF SIGNALS 

OUR REPRESENTATIVE REGULARLY 
ATTENDS CATTERICK CAMP OR ANY 
OTHER ROYAL SIGNALS MESS 
BY APPOINTMENT 

Established 1895 

Military Tailors 
by appointment 

The Royal Military Academy 
from 1902 to 1939 

By appointment t o : - Royal Artillery, 
Royal Engineers, Royal Electrical and 

Mechanical Engineers, Royal Army Medical Corps, 
Royal Army Service Corps. 

Tel. Victoria 
3 4 3 4 

4 0 L O N D O N R O A D , CAMBERLEY 

117 VICTORIA STREET, LONDON, S.W.I. 

RACAL C O M M U N I C A T I O N S 

offer a career in telecom inunications and specialised 
electronics to suitable tradesmen of Royal Signals who 
are considering their future after Army service. 

Vacancies'exist f o r : 

Wiremen 

Instrument Makers 

Electronic Testers 

Installation Technicians 

Send full personal details, including training and 
experience, to : 

The Personnel Manager 

RACAL ELECTRONICS LIMITED 
Bracknell, Berkshire, England 

* * * 

Good pay and prospects 

* * * 

Assistance with housing 
for certain grades 

* * * 

Contributory 
superannuation scheme 

* * * 



Over a Century of Service . . . 

1853-1963 
IN PRINT 
Like the Services, we also have a long tradition to 

uphold, at the same time, again hke the Services, 

taking advantage of scientific progress in this age 

of mechanisation; yet maintaining, through a 

special department, a personal and helpful link 

with Service Editors, whom we are ever willing to 

advise and assist in the production of their journals. 

F.J.PARSONS LTD 
Lennox House, Norfolk Street, W.C.2 • Temple Bar 6591 

Works: Observer Buildings, Hastings Hastings 1157 

R E G U L A T I O N P A T T E R N 

R O Y A L S I G N A L S 
S T A B L E BELTS 
Light B l u o / N a v y / G r e e n , r a t i o 3: 1:3 t w o l e a t h e r straps, t w o 
buckles. 

H o m e — 10/- each plus lOd. post 
Abroad—9/- each plus lOd. post 

W a l l Shields T x 6" Royal Signals 
Blazer Badges " Superior " 
" Q u a l i t y " Car Badges 
Silk Ties Royal Signals 
Pace Sticks 
Sergeants full size Regimental Wa lk ing 
Canes, Malacca, Ball, Pear or Thimble Cap, 
Crested 

Export 

30/-
42/-
38/-
15/. 

109/6 

SI/6 
41/6 

Flashes embroidered to special designs. 

Ties made specially to any design. 

Miniature Medals 

ERNEST GOODRICH 
Specialist In the supply of Military Requisites 

E V E S H A M H O U S E , C O M M O N R O A D , 
C L A Y G A T E , SURREY 

Telephone : ESHER 3705 

Phone Phone 
DAY NIGHT 

3369 ^ ^ 2070 
Sales and Service 

WEST END GARAGE 
21-23 VICTORIA ROAD 

RICHMOND 
YORKSHIRE 

24 Hour Break-down Service 

AH Types of Cars Serviced and 
Overhauled 

Coach Work and Respraying 

Estimates given Free 

B.M.C. A U S T I N R.A.C. 

Produced for the Publishers, THE SIGNALS ASSOCIAT ION OF THE R O Y A L CORPS OF SIGNALS, Chel tenham Terrace, Chelsea, London, S.W.3 
(Telephone SLOane 3477) b / C O M B I N E D SERVICE PUBLICATIONS, LTD., 67/68 Jermyn Street, St. James's, London, S .W. I 

Br i ta in by F. J. PARSONS, LTD., Lennox House, N o r f o l k Street , London, W.C .2 , and " Observer " Buildings, Hastings. Adver t i sement Managers: 
SERVICE NEWSPAPERS, LTD., 67/68 Jermyn Street , St. James's, London, S .W. I (Telephone? Wh i teha l l 2504) 

Pr in ted In Great Br i ta in 



A R M I E S N O W USE T H E 
J MILITARY MANPACK SET LnJ 

i : 

The HF156 manpack transmitter/receiver is a tough reliable portable set selected 
by the British Army for active service in all climates. It's robust, fully sealed 
and entirely self-contained. 

Six crystal controlled channels, extreme simplicity of operation and exceptional 
range on voice and CW are some of the many features proved in 
world-wide active service by fourteen armies. 

BRITISH COMMUNICATIONS CORPORATION LTD NEASDEN LONDON NW10 Te l : DOLIIs Hill 8511 Cables: Britcom London 

BRITISH COMMUNICATIONS COKPORATION I I M I T I B 



You are welcome at 
No. 6 Pall Mall 

at Cox 's and King's branch of Lloyds 
Bank, 6 Pall Mall, S .W.i we have been officially 
appointed Army Agents for over two hundred 
years and Agents to the Royal Air Force since 
its inception. O f course you may bank where 
you please but the reason why so many officers 
open their personal accounts with us is that we 
have unrivalled experience in deahng with the 

financial affairs of officers stationed at home 
or abroad. W e have departments specialising 
in general and kit insurance, in income tax, 
the purchase and sale of stocks and shares and 
the safe custody of valuables. This full banking 
service includes facilities for serving officers 
to cash their cheques at any branch of the 
Bank without prior arrangement. 

An officer's banking transactions are confidential to him and 
his bank. Our position as Official Agents in no way affects this. 

LLOYDS BANK LIMITED 
C O X ' S & K I N G ' S B R A N C H , 6 P A L U M A L L , S . W . I 

Telephone WHltehall 7001 

Official Agents to the Army and Royal Air Force 
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The Official Organ of the Signals 
Association 

Editor: 

ni t lGADIEI t P . 31. I>. H O n S O N , 
I».S.O. 

Assistant Editor: 
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( ^ d i t o n a i 

THE A R M Y R E N E V O L E N T F U N D 

Is is important that all ranks, both serving and retired, know something 
about the Army Benevolent Fund and how they stand in relation to it. 
There are, indeed, a number w h o have never heard of it, and even those 
who know of its existence are sometimes under a misconception that it is an 
organisation which is trying to infiltrate into our Corps welfare arrangements. 

T h e Army Benevolent Fund was set up in 1944, and its object, quite 
simply, is to help any man or woman (or their dependants) w h o has served 
in the Army and is in need, whether they be Regular, A.E.R., T . A . or War 
Service. T h e Fund works exclusively through Corps and Regimental 
Associations and National Charitable Organisations by making financial 
grants to them. 

During the period 1944 up to the present day, the Fund has paid out 
nearly five million pounds, but incoming contributions and donations have 
been a mere fraction of this sum. Because of this, the A r m y Benevolent 
Fund has, in the last two or three years, embarked on a policy designed not 
only to close this gap but to go much further by building up funds to an 
extent sufficient to meet all reasonable demands made on it from the 
resources of its own income, plus annual contributions and donations. T o 
this end a fund-raising campaign has now been under way for some time, 
and both the Army and the nation as a whole have responded well to this 
call on their generosity. Although much progress has been made, the final 
aim has still to be reached. This final aim is that the A r m y Benevolent F u n d 
should be able to assist Corps and Regiments in major rehabilitation work 
which is beyond their resources and take over from them the support of 
the National Charitable Organisations who serve the Army's cause. 

T o achieve this it is essential that Corps and Regimental Funds stand 
on their own feet and do not constitute a drain on A r m y Benevolent Funds. 
Thanks to generous support from our own Corps, our welfare funds are such 
that we can meet, to a considerable degree, the demands made upon them. 
Nevertheless, we must bear in mind that the A r m y Benevolnt Fund has 
assisted us materially in our work for some years. T h e y are still prepared to 
assist us if we need their help, by block grants, but they hope that we can 
see our way to avoiding this so that they can progress towards their two 
major aims which are of helping us in those cases which are beyond the 
capability of our Welfare Funds and by taking over from us the support of 
certain National Charitable Organisations. In fact, the A r m y Benevolent 
Fund has already agreed to take over this latter commitment and is now 
relieving us of some £500 annual expenditure which they disburse to National 
Charitable Organisations in our name. W e should, therefore, make every 
effort not to call on the A r m y Benevolent Fund for monetary grants from 
now onwards, and in order to achieve this, it is probable that we shall 
have to re-consider how we stand in respect of support to our own Corps 
welfare effort. It is noteworthy that certain Corps and Regiments are now 
either operating—or considering the operation o f — a scheme whereby all 
members of the Corps or Regiment contribute a fixed sum yearly to their 
own welfare funds. T h i s amount can be anything up to one day's pay a year, 
and the scheme has the approval of the A r m y Council. 

Whatever the Corps decides to do, it is important that we all understand 
what the Army Benevolent Fund is trying to achieve and how we can 
best fit in to the overall plan of Army Welfare the scope of which is being 
so greatly enlarged. 
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Bock Row: R . S . M . G. N . Smi th , R.S.M. C. W . Johnstone, R . S .M . T . Jones, B.E.M., R . S .M . A . V . K. W a r d , R . S . M . T . F. Mul l in , R.S.M. S. G. Pavey, R.S.M. 
J. Donaldson, R.S.M. I. D. C. Curr ie , R.S.M. R. V. Har r is , R.S.M. L. Irving, R.S.M. W . E. Howley , R.S.M. J. J. Ger rard , R.S.M. C. N u t t o n . 

Centre Row : R.S.M. R. F. W i l f o r d , R.S.M. T . J. Licence, R.S.M. D. Haughney, R.S.M. G. Schofield, R.S.M. W . J. W a r r e n , R.S.M. J. W . Sinclair, R.S.M. 
E. J. Ford, R.S.M. P. Chilvers, R.S.M. P. W . H . Lafferty, R.S.M. D. G. N e w t o n , R.S.M. B. Lampard (A.E.R.), R.S.M. C. H a l l (A.E.R.), R.S.M. C. G o r t o n 
(A.E.R.), R.S.M. F. C r a m p t o n (A.E.R.), R.S.M. W . Tasker (A.E.R.). 

Front Row : R.S.M. A . C. B. Stout, R.S.M. N . Lane, R.S.M. E. W . Jackson, R.S.M. J. Crich, R.S.M. K. B. Bailey, R.S.M. E. C. Jones, R.S.M. M . H a m , 
M a j o r General F. J. Swainson, O.B.E. , Brigadier A . C. Cox, O.B.E. , R.S.M. D. F. H . Crosby, R.S.M. A . E. T . Bosten, R.S.M. F. Stockdale, B.E.M., R.S.M. 
J. Jenkins, R.S.M. V. H . Stephens, R.S.M. A . A . Kemp, R.S.M. D. Spence 

Convention of Regimental Sergeant Majors 
Royal Corps of Signals at Catterick 

B Y R . S . M . M . H A M , ROYAL SIGNALS 

r i l H I S year's Convention at Catterick was marked by the large 
-L increase in numbers attending and by the determination 

of everyone concerned to get the maximum of effort, both in 
terms of work and social activity, out of our limited time to-
gether. Naturally, the pressure on yours truly, the Host R.S.M., 
increased proportionately and although I enjoyed every minute 
of it all, I began to entertain a sneaking hope that, as a quid 
pro quo, the task of writing THE WIRE notes on the Convention 
might be lifted from my shoulders by a grateful Brigade Head-
quarters. 

As the dust and smoke subsided, however, and as our guests 
departed, it was quickly made clear that the Brigade Commander 
demanded a victim's view of the Convention for your digestion 
rather than that cxf an official inquisitor. So here again, but for 
the last time in my particular case, is your R.S.M. Reporter from 
Catterick Camp: — 

They came from Cyprus in the Mediterranean, from Regi-
ments located on the Rhine and east ito the Weser, from Scot-
land, Ireland, Wales and from the counties of England; all 
routes leading to ice and snow-bound Catterick Camp, York-
shire, on Wednesday, 27th February, 1963. 

In total there are 48 R.S.M.S m the Corps (21 with Regular 
Regiments, 22 with the T.A. and five with A.E.R. Regiments). 
Forty-two of these reported for the Convention, making the 
largest ever gathering of Warrant Officers the Corps has ever 
known. 

From what followed in the next few days, it would be easy 
enough to write a book and my only difficulty in reporting on 
the Convention for THE WIRE is to decide what to cut out. 
Therefore, this narrative must needs give, in outline only, those 
parts of the programme which, in the opinion of the writer, 
are of greatest interest to all. 

The Convention opened with an address by the Signal Officer-
in-Chief who covered a lot of ground and gave us a very clear 
roport on " the State of the Union " as far as the Corps is 
concerned and concluded with one very welcome assurance to 
us all. An assurance of his determined resistance to change, 
during his tour of duty, where it would affect the stability of the 
Corps with particular reference to the Other Rank Trade and 
Promotion structure. His principle being that many changes 
had been wrought and now was the time for things to mature 
and develop. 

Commander, Training Brigade, then outlined the theme for 
the Convention and our programme for the next three days, 
leading into a demonstration of the " Brainstorming " technique 
in which he was assisted by Officers from n t h Regiment 
(D^ot). Whilst we were still breathless from this short but 
rapid example of how ideas can be produced, the R.S.M. 
Syndicate leaders suddenly found themselves without warning 
on the platform to provide a further demonstration themselves. 
This shook them somewhat, but I am proud to say that they 
responded nobly and it was good to hear and see their un-
rehearsed response producing clear thought and forthright views 
in rapid succession one after the other. 

We broke for lunch, mentally on our toes, ready to a r ^ e 
with anyone and in the mood to have a bash at this " Brain-
storming " ourselves later that afternoon. 

Luncheon that day was an historic occasion; the forty-two 
R.S.M.S sat down with an equivalent number of officers of the 
Corps as their hosts, to formal luncheon, in the Royal Signals 
Officers' Headquarter Mess. T o myself and my fellow Warrant 
Officers, this was a great honour, privilege and pleasure, and 
I think that all Officers and Warrant Officers present were 
conscious of the special character of the moment. 

Splendidly dined and wined, but by no means averse to an 
afternoon's verbal battle, we repaired to our Syndicate rooms 
for our first attempt on the " Brainstorming " technique. Suffice 
it to say that the first session, wherein lists of ideas were handed 
in personally to the Brigade Commander, did not finish until 
well on to 7 o'clock. We were then given our problems derived 
from these ideas for Syndicate Discussion intended, officially, 
to take place next morning. As you can well imagine, however, 
discussion began almost immediately and continued through 
the evening; in the living quarters and later during the hos-
pitality at the School of Signals Warrant Officers' and Sergeants' 
Mess that night, carrying on until well into the early hours. The 
air was thick vrath argument and ideas, humour, outrage, 
sarcasm, brain fever and, in fact, " Brainstorming " unabating. 

First period next morning, in truth, a moment of truth; the 
hot blood of the night before settling fast, we clarified our ideas 
and girded ourselves to speak firmly and with confidence on 
those things which in Syndicate we agreed. 

As a break, at 10 o'dock that morning, we were taken away 
from the snug atmosphere of smoke and argument into the 
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The Colonel-in-Chief 
Visits Regimental Headquarters 

HE R Royal Highness the Princess Royal , 
C.I . , G . C . V . O . , G.B.E. , R .R.C. , T . D . , C . D . , 

D . C . L . , L L . D . , paid a first and most welcome 
visit to the new Regimental Headquarters of 
Her Corps at Cheltenham Terrace , S .W.3, on 
22nd March. A n account, with photographs, 
will appear in the M a y issue. 

{Continued from Page I I I ) 
open to watch a recruit pass-off parade in n t h Regiment and 
then to meet recruits and parents for coffee after the parade 
was over. This, I think, we all enjoyed and to many of the 
re^lar R S.M.s present, it provided a valuable experience and 
guide for the future handling of the young regular entry to the 
Corps. This breath of fresh air, to revive us, we then hurried 
back to the North Hall for continuation of the Convention 
proper. 

For the rest of the day our ears were pretty well pinned back 
and our interest sustained by a series of speakers including 
Brigadier Cox, who gave us a pretty clear picture of Brigade 
problems and policy for the present and future and Major 
Petrie, who gave us some pretty vital statistics which related 
to the female in no way whatsoever, but were nonetheless 
interesting to us because they concerned recruiting policy and 
practice for the Corps. Finally, Colonel Mansergh, Officer-in-
Charge Records, in great form, held us all enthralled, using 
a drop as big as a barrage balloon explaining promotion policy 
and roster problems with clarity and great humour. 

That Friday evening we held our formal Convention Dinner 
to which, as guests, came the following: Brigadier A. C. Cox, 
O.B.E., Colonel P. E. S. Mansergh, O.B.E., Colonel D. G. Jones, 
Lieutenant-Colonel S. W. Brackenbury, M.B.E., Lieutenant-
Colonel G. Peat, Major G. A. Homer, Major R. J. Harvey, 
Major P. D. Parker. 

The Orchestra and Fanfare Trumpeters provided an authentic 
touch of pageantry and traditional Mess atmosphere and this, 
with the members and guests in their mess dress and uniforms, 
illuminated by candlelight, produced a sight and occasion for 
all present to remember with pride and satisfaction. 

The Dinner finished with the Orchestra and Fanfare herald-
ing the Loyal Toasts and finally in an atmosphere of cigar 
smoke and goodwill we retired to continue the evening in 
traditional fashion. It is unnecessary for me to report here in 
detail on what ensued. I can only remark upon the Brigade 
Major's surprised reaction next morning when he found a 
comparatively clear-eyed, quite vigorous, assembly of R.S.M.s 
on parade, clean, bright and ready to do battle in the final 
central discussion which terminated the Convention. 

In his conclusion that morning, the Training Brigade Com-
mander thanked us all for helping to make it a worthwhile 
Convention and wished us ' God speed.' The senior Regi-
mental Sergeant Major of the Corps, R.S M. D. F. H. Crosby, 
responded on behalf of his fellows attending the Convention 
and thanked Brigadier Cox and his staff for their help and 
guidance during the Convention, and paid a tribute to those 
concerned with the hospitality of the Regimental Sergeant 
Majors during their stay. 

Finally, all down to the Mess for " one for the road " and 
a quick one too, because most of the Warrant OfScers concerned 
had early trains to catch. But before they departed, a humbled 
and very embarrassed Host R.S.M. was presented with a hand-
some silver ice bucket and tongs as a memento of the 
occasion. It will be proudly exhibited, in use, when I get to 
my next appointment in the Far East. 

This was the writer's second and last Convention, both of 
which I have had to take part in as the nominated but enthusias-
tic R.S.M. host and I know I speak for all those present, when 
I say that it was a valuable, thought-provoking and tremendously 
successful reunion of R.S.M.s. 

It is with some regret that in conclusion I must say I will 
not be able to attend again. 

The S,0.-in-Chief 
Writes on his Tour of Near and Middle East 

impressed hy " High Morale, Enthusiasm and 
WiUingness " 

In a specially contributed article to THE WIRE, Major-
General F. J. Swainson, O.B.E., the Signal Officer-in-Chief, 
succinctly reviews his recent tour, and speaks of the high 
morale, enthusiasm and willingness to do a good job that 
was apparent wherever he went. He also stresses the tre-
mendously important work of the Royal Corps of Signals 
at the present day when swift reaction to trouble spots forms 
a major part of the strategic concept and when the provision 
of communications of a high order cannot be over-
emphasised. 

Goiinral Swaiiison writo.s : 
T X A V I N G just returned from a visit to East Africa 
- t l Command, Nairobi, Middle East Command and 
Aden, and Cyprus and Malta, I would like to express my 
thanks to all Royal Signals serving in these areas for the 
tremendous amount of trouble which they had clearly taken 
to show me everything they could in the time available. I 
also wish to say thank you for the great hospitality which 
was shown to me wherever I went. 

It is always heartening to see the way the Corps sets 
about its work in the different Commands throughout the 
world, and I never cease to be impressed by the high morale, 
enthusiasm and willingness to do a good job that is 
apparent wherever I go. 

In East Africa, the political situation is far from stable, 
and far-reaching moves are likely to occur within the near 
future. Despite this, I found the approach and outlook of 
the Army and, in particular Royal Signals, to be sane 
and stable and completely unrufHed. T h e future in Kenya 
may well be uncertain, but whatever it is, I am sure you 
will meet it calmly and effectively. 

In Aden, a great effort is being made in this Command 
to integrate communication resources between the three 
Services, and it is to the credit of our Corps that so much 
has been achieved in this direction. Inter-Services 
jealousies and prejudices could have marred this very seri-
ous and important attempt to co-ordinate and integrate the 
communication requirements for the three Services. This 
has not proved to be the case, and I found co-operation 
between signallers of the three Services to be of the very 
highest order. Conditions in Aden are probably to some 
extent a little more trying than elsewhere, but again, I 
found ample evidence of high morale, enthusiasm and 
esprit de corps. 

In Cyprus a major reorganisation and redeployment has 
recently taken place, and the fact that it has gone smoothly 
and efficiently reflects credit on everyone concerned. Like 
Aden, an attempt is being made in Cyprus to integrate 
the communications systems of the Royal Air Force and 
the Army. Tremendous goodwill is evident everywhere, 
and I am sure that in the next two years we shall probably 
see a pilot scheme growing in Cyprus which will be a 
pointer to other theatres throughout the world. 

In Malta, the new poupings whereby the G.O.C., Malta, 
now has responsibilities for Libya, too, have been taken in 
the stride of Royal Signals personnel. This is a good 
station and morale is high. It is also evident that the Royal 
Signals complement on the island forms a very happy 
family. 

T h e work you are all doing is tremendously important, 
and in this day of swift reaction to trouble spots, which is 
our strategic concept, the part we have to play in providing 
communications of a high order cannot be over-emphasised. 
I am well satisfied with what I have seen and I am sure 
I can rely upon you implicitly in the future whatever 
problems may arise and whatever the difficulues. 
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The Signal Ofticer-in-Chief 
visits 

CYPRUS 
7th-12th February 1963 

BRIGHT sunsWne welcomed the Signal Officer-in-Chief, 
Major-General F. J. Swainson, O.B.E., as he stepped from 

his plane at Nicosia at the start of his five-day visit to Cyprus. 
He was greeted upon arrival by Brigadier C. T. Honeyboume, 

O.B.E., our Chief Signal Officer, and Captain K. G. White, who 
acted as A.D.C. to the S.O.-in-C. throughout the tour. Brigadier 
Honeybourns leaves us very soon and the S.O.-in-C.'s tour was 
something of a swan-song for him. 

On the first full day of the tour, the S.O.-in-C. visited Head-
quarters Royal Signals, Cyprus, for a discussion with the Staff, 
before going on to 9th Regiment at Famagusta. After inspecting 
the Quarter Guard the visiting party moved to the Operational 
Centre, where he was introduced to members of No. 2 Squadron. 

The S.O.-in-C. was then taken round No. i Squadron. A 
visit to the cookhouse followed where he spoke with the Messing 
Officer, Captain A. King, and his staff who had prepared an 
excellent display of delectable cakes. Finally, the S.O.-in-C. 
saw the recently completed Warrant Officers' and Sergeants' 
Mess and met some of the members. 

A fast drive to Dhekelia came next. The Dhekelia Signal 
Centre was declared open by H.R.H. The Princess Royal during 
her visit to Cyprus last year, and it is the pride and joy of 
262 Squadron. After seeing the rest of the Squadron, the 
party moved to the Officers' Club for a buffet lunch with the 
officers and their wives. 

During the afternoon, the Signal Officer-in-Chief went to 
St. George's Church where a Royal Signals window is soon to 
be dedicated, and talked to the Reverend T . O. Sturdy, B.A., C.F.. 

T h e S O - i n - C , accompanied by Brigadier H o n e y b o u r n e w a t c h e s 6 
C o n s t r u c t i o n T r o o p . Signalman Fagg is on t h e pole and t h e 

instructors are S e r g e a n t Rennie and C o r p o r a l Smith 

who was padre at St. Martin's Church, Catterick Camp, for 
many years. The opportunity was taken to see the new F.B.S. 
studios under construction at Dhekelia. 

In the evening, a Corps Guest Night was held at 9th Regi-
ment. All Royal Signals Officers in Cyprus were there. Brigadier 
C. T. Honeybourne was dined out on this occasion. Guests that 
evening included Major-General P. G. F. Young, C.B.E.. Director 
of Personnel Services. 

On the second full day of his visit the S.O.-in-C., accom-
panied by the C.S.O., flew to Episkopi by Auster. At the air-
strip he was met by Major I. Gram-Hansen, Officer Com-
manding 259 Squadron, and W.O.II Fawcett. He inspected a 
Quarter Guard from the Squadron. 

Lieutenant-Colonel P. G. Curry, O.B.E., the C.A.F.S.O., 
joined the party before going on to 261 Squadron. Major M. H. 
Priestley, who commands 261 Squadron, showed the S.O.-in-C. 
a display of cable-jointing. Lunch this time was in the Episkopi 
Officers' Club with the officers stationed there and their wives. 

The annual Inter-Services Rugby took place that afternoon in 
Happy Valley and the S.O.-in-C. and C.S.O. watched Captain 
Bernard Hodgson captain the Army XV. The R.A.F. were 
strong favourites for this match and in fact won by a 
comfortable margin. 

Later in his visit Sergeant Charlton was able to show the 
S O.-in-C. round his Mount Olympus radio relay station and 
the heated aerial arrays that have recently been installed there. 
But the weather let us down; it was neither icy enough to 
demonstrate the heated aerials or clear enough to see the view. 

Before leaving Cyprus the S.O.-in-C. recorded a message 
for us all at the F.B.S. Studios in Nicosia and at Nicosia Airport 
he visited 15 Air Field Signal Troop. This is not the largest 
unit in the Corps, or in Cyprus for that matter, and the General 
was able to chat with every member of it, from the Signalman 
who wanted to form a Troop football team to Captain George 
Wilkie-Snow who knew that, if they did so, he would have 
to play! 

T h e S O - i n - C accompanied by Brigadier H o n e y b o u r n e and L ieutenant 
C o l o n e l Fairman inspects the q u a r t e r g u a r d at 9 t h R e g i m e n t . A l s o 

seen is RSM Harris 

T H E WELFARE SECTION U R G E N T L Y 
REQUIRES C L O T H I N G 
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Despatch of the Wire 
As a result of the Easter Holiday, this edition of 
THE WIRE is being despatched on the 17th April. 
Consequently, units will receive this issue two days 

later than usual. 

0 b I t n u v i t ^ 

B l U G A D I E U A. TL. I IARUIS , M.C. 

The recent death of Brigadier Arthur Leslie Harris, M.C., 
came as a shock to his many friends, all of whom extend their 
deepest sympathy to his widow, herself an artist and always 
his staunch support, and to his son, Dillon. 

Joining the Leicestershire Yeomanry Signal Troop in 1911, 
Leshe Harris went to France with the regiment as a corporal 
in November, 1914. On 7th September, 1915, he was com-
missioned in the Royal Artillery. 

After seeing service in France, he went to the S.S.T.C. (Wire-
less) in October, 1916, before Ijeing transferred for duty with 
the Army Signal Service. Thereafter, he served in France and 
Italy for the remainder of the war, attaining the acting rank 

.of Major. Almost the whole of this period was spent with 
2nd Army Signals and " Y " Corps Signals as a wireless officer. 
He was, and remained, a wireless enthusiast. During the spring 
and summer of 1917, for instance, in an ardent endeavour to 
popularise the use of wireless, he used to descend on divisional 
headquarters with wireless sets and crews and a prayer that 
messages be sent! It was during this period that he was 
awarded a Military Cross and was Mentioned in Despatches. 

In November, 1920, he was given a regular commission in 
Royal S i s a l s with the rank of Captain. His service between 
the wars included a variety of appointments, the chief of which 
were: O.C. Wireless Telegraph Company, Turkey; O.C. China 
Command Signals, Hong Kong; Inspector of R.E. Stores, 
Woolwich; and O.C. ist Divisional Signals, Aldershot and 
Palestine. One who came to know him well from that period 
writes of him: 

" I first met Leslie Harris on board H.M.T. Neuralia in 
September, 1929, en route to Hong Kong, and was impressed 
by his smart appearance, kindly personality and his wide 
interests. As Chief Signal Officer, Hong Kong, 1929 to 1933, 
he was a most popular officer in Service and civilian circles. 
His primary interest, of course, was always wireless, but gadgets 
of any kind always intrigued him. He liked people and was a 
weE-informed conversationalist on topical subjects, amusing 
and witty." 

In November, 1939, he went to the War Office as Colonel, 
first in SD 6 (B) and then in Signals 4. In April, 1942, he was 
appointed Chairman, " Y " Committee, with the local rank of 
Brigadier, and held this post until March, 1944, when, as acting 
Brigadier, he was sent to India as Vice-Chairman, S.E.A.C. 
and India Command Joint Signal Intelligence Board. Owing 
to ill-health he returned to England late in the same year and 
was then appointed to Signals Intelligence, with which he 
remained until May, 1945. He retired on 21st September, 1945, 
with the honorary rank of Brigadier. 

It was during his 3^ years' stay in Hong Kong as O.C. 
China Command Signals that he took up painting seriously. 
The aptitude existed. His spare time hung heavily on hand, and 
he was lucky to have an artist friend living in Hong Kong at 
the time. This friend taught him a great deal. He continued 
to paint thereafter as a hobby and sideline until his retire-
ment, when this hobby became his profession. Amongst many 
other works, he painted the portraits of several Colonels Com-
mandant of the Corps, which now hang in the Corps Museum 
at Catterick. 

Quiet and unassuming, Leslie Harris possessed much sense of 
humour. He was always the same to meet and was a staunch 
friend. Tall and weU-built, it was sometimes difficult to 
realise that he was often not so fit as he looked, especially dur-
ing recent years, when he had to take things quietly. Neverthe-
less, he managed to look after and sail his own boat, drive a 
car and garden, all until Christmas last. He will be sadly 
missed. 

UEUTEXABTT-COLONEL H. J. F. W H I T E 

Lieutenant-Colonel Herbert John Frith White, late Royal 
Signals, passed away at Leonard Stanley, Gloucestershire, on 
24th January,' 1963, after a short illness. Colonel " Jack" 
White, as he will be remembered by all who knew him, first 
saw active service as a subaltern towards the end of World War 
I. During this service his health was so affected as to make 
it necessary for him to leave on medical grounds and thus was 
cut short what would undoubtedly have been a full military 
career, for he was a true soldier at heart. Nevertheless, he 
remained " on the books " and was recalled at the outbreak of 
war to 2 London Corps Signals; he later served in 5 Corps 
Signals and finished the war as a Staff Liaison Officer with the 
American Forces in Europe. He was then seconded to 
U.N R.R.A. in Germany and went from that organisation to 
the International Refugee Organisation in Geneva, where he 
stayed for many years. It was during this latter period that 
he took a great interest in the Home for Invalid British Service-
men at Leysin, Switzerland, on behalf of the British Legion. 

Those who were privileged to know Jack White will be well 
aware of his dedication to all matters affecting his Corps and 
will also remember him for his charm of manner and extreme 
kindliness. 

Lieutenant-Colonel H. J. F. White is a brother of Major-
General C . M . F . White , C.B., C.B.E.̂  D.S.O. 

The Corps was represented by Colonel J. F. Worth, O.B.E., at 
the service held in his memory at Leonard Stanley on i6th 
February, 1963. 

Stop 

Libyan Earthquake 
Royal Signals do Splendid W o r k 

As THE WIRE pages were being made up the Editor received 
news of the sterling work carried out by 245 Squadron in 
the aftermath of the Barce earthquake. This Squadron, sup-
ported by elements of Royal Signals from Malta, not only 
provided emergency communications but, outside their normal 
role, laid many miles of electrical power cable and provided 
power for a tented hospital and three refugee camps. 

It is hoped to publish a full account in the next edition of 
T H E WIRE. 

War Memorial Village, 
Lancaster. 

The War Memorial Village, Lancaster, North Lancashire, 
was founded in 1918 as a " Permanent Memorial to the fallen 
of the 1914-18 War, and the securing of a decent home for 
some of the comrades of the men who have passed beyond." 
This Memorial subsequently became extended to include Dis-
abled Ex-Servicemen, members of H.M. Forces of the 1939-45 
World War. 

Westfield, built on a private estate, and controlled by The 
Council, The War Memorial Village, now comprised 84 houses 
of family accommodation containing two to three bedrooms 
at a less than average weekly rental, which is decided by the 
Council. 

It has now been decided for future policy that: " T h e War 
Memorial Village wiU be available for ex-members of H.M. 
Forces (the Royal Navy, the Army and the Royal Air Force), 
who are disabled through war service, or otherwise, or who 
are in necesatous circumstances." 

An Applicants' Registration List is maintained by the 
Secretary, for the consideration of available tenancies as and 
when these occur; the final selection for each vacancy being 
decided by a personal interview of the applicant and his wife 
before a selection committee of the Council. Any ex-Service-
man (married), qualifying under the above conditions, and who 
is desirous of inclusion on the waiting list, should, in the 
initial instance, write to The Secretary, The War Memorial 
Village, Westfield House, Lancaster, Lancashire, giving brief 
particulars of qualifications, etc. 

If consider^ as a suitable applicant, the Secretary will then 
forward the official registration form for completion and return, 
but further correspondence will not be entered into. 
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London Gazette 
Extracts from those received between ist February and ist March 

R E G U L A R A R M Y 
Lieutena-nt M . Q. M. Greaves to be Captain, 21st February, 1963. 
Captain (Q.M.) C. C. Cross, M.B.E. to be Major (Q.M.), 22nd February, 

1963. 
Captain R. L . Stoneham to be Major, 24th February, 1963. 
The undermentioned Officer Cadets from the Royal Military Academy, 

Sandhurst, to be Second-Lieutenants. 21st February, 1963: 
G . W. B. Cowan J. A. F. Juniper 
D. Strong R. E. S. Drew 
P. E. A. Chaddock A. F. Browne 
M . P. Walker I. C. Dovble 
D. M . Aird M. L. P. Brock. 

Captain (T.O.T.) T . H. Arnott to be Major (T.O.T.), 6th February, 
1963. 

Lieutenant D. Hunt, from T . A . to be Second-Lieutenam (on probation) 
7th January, 1963. 

Lieutenant (T.O.T.) T . R. Robertshaw from S.S.C. to be Lieutenant 
(T.O.T.), 2lst January, 1963. 

Captain P. Mallin to be Major, l l t h February, 1963. 
Captain J. D. Plummer, M.A., to be Major, loth February, 1963. 
Lieutenant (T.O.T.) J. A . Jackson from S.S.C. to be Lieutenant 

(T.O.T.), ist January, 1963. 
Major and Bt. Lieutenant-Colonel C. E. Page, M.B.E., B.SC., to be 

Lieutenant-Colonel, 2nd October, 1962. 
Captain H. M . Ashton to be Alajor. 27th December, 1962. 
The undermentioned Ma-jors to be Lieutenant-Colonels on the dates 

shown: 
B. C. Bovey. 23rd April. 1962. 
W. W. Cock, 31st May, 1962. 
D. L. Pounds, 7th September, 1962. 
K . S. Newell, 30th November, 1962. 
W. R. G . Hencher, M.B.E., ist December, 1962. 
E. J. Bardell, 2nd December, 1962. 
C. E. Tonry, 3rd December, 1962. 
G. Peat, 5th December, 1962. 
W. T . A. Collyer, B.Sc., A.M.I.E.E., 13th December, 1962. 
F . G. Barnes, B.A., 29th September, 1962. 
T . I. G. Gray, 4th December, 1962. 

S H O R T S E R V I C E C O M M I S S I O N S 
L. S. Hood to be Second-Lieutenant, 28th February, 1963. 
Captain (Q.M.) A. E. Carter to be Major (Q.M.) 
Major J. G. Oliver, O.B.E., retires, 27th February, 1963, and is granted 

honorary rank of Lieutenant-Colonel. 
Major R. W. Ssabrook relinquishes his commission, 20th February, 1963. 
Lieutenant (Q.M.) J. R. Latimer, M.B.E., relinquishes his commission, 

i8th February, 1963. 
W.O.I T . P. O'Connor to be Lieutenant (Q.M.), 25th January, 1963. 
W.O.I A. H. Pooley to be Lieutenant, 24th January, 1963. 
Captain T . P. Canham to be Major, 3rd March, 1963. 

A R M Y E M E R G E N C Y R E S E R V E 
Major H. H. R. Mole, M.B.E., E.E.D., to be Lieutenant-Colonel, 7th 

January, 1963. 
R. K. Gorton to be Second-Lieutenant, loth December, 1962. 
Sergeant C. Grindley to be Lieutenant (Tfc. Offr.) 17th January, 1963. 

T E R R I T O R I A L A R M Y 
c.a'?tain J. H. Batchelor, T.D., to be Major, loth January. 1963. 
Captain J. C. Simmons from T.A.R.O. to be Captain, 26th November, 

1962. 
Lieutenant D. Y . Bartlett, T.D., to be Captain, ist January, 1963. 
Lieutenant (Tfc. Offr.) M . E. Williams to be Lieutenant, ist January, 

1963. 
Captain A. I. Bruce, M.B.E., relinquishes his commission, 31st January, 

1963, and is granted honorary rank of Major. 
Captain R. H. Clement retires, 28th February, 1963. 
Sergeant G. M . Purdy to be Second-Lieutenant, 27th January, 1963. 
Hon. Major R. W. Seabrook (late S.S.C.) to be Ca'ptain, 20th February, 
Lieutena-nt W. R. Ewing from T . A . Nat. Serv. List to be Lieutenant, 

l6th January, 1963. 
Colonel R. E. Pickford, T.D., from T.A.R.O. to be Colonel, 4th October, 

1962. 
Major H. W. Neill, T.D., retires ist February, 1963. 
Signalman D. L. Marshall to be Second-Lieutenant, 10th December, 

1962. 
Second-Lieutenant J. Escott-Price from R.W.F. to be Second_Lieutenant. 
Lieutenant J. MacCormack to be Captain, ist January, 1963 
!figialman W. T . Morgan to be Second-Lieutenant, loth December, 

1962. 

Marriufies 
W I L L I A M S — S M I T H . — S i g n a l m a n B. Williams, of 13th Regiment, 

married Jean Ann Smith at St. Mary's, Loughborough, on 26th 
December, 1962. 

I I E D I S O N — B U R K E . — W . 0 . 1 1 J. Hedison married Staff Sergeant Anne 
Maria Burke, at Holy Rood Church, Barnsley, on l6th February, 1963. 

Births 
S T U B B S . — T o Corporal R. J. Stubbs, of 13th Regiment, and Mrs. Stubbs, 

on 25th December, 1962, at Broadgreen Hospital, Liverpool, a daughter, 
Sharon. 

S.M.ITH.—To Signalman S. Smith, of 13th Regiment, and Mrs. Smith, at 
R.A.F. Hospital, Wegberg, on isth February, a daughter. Heather 
Doreen. 

H O P E W E L L . — T o Signalma-n Hopewell, of 262 Squadron (District), and 
Mrs. Hopewell, at the B.M.H., Dhekelia, on 24th February, a son, 

John Philip. 
B O S O N W O R T H . — T o W.O.II G . W. Bosonworth, of 16th Regiment, and 

Mrs. Bosonworth, on icth February, at R.A.F. Hospital, Wegberg, a 
daughter. 

Deaths 
LAWRIE.—^Lieutenant-Colonel A. P. Lawrie, E.R.D., 82nd Regiment, 

A.E.R., died suddenly at his home, 76, Argyle Crescent, Portobello, 
Midlothian, on ist AWch. 

DAY.—Lieutenant-Colonel Harold Ernest Day, D.S.O., M.V.O., died on 
13th March, 1963, at the age of 82. at Rainham, Kent. Served in 
South African and 1914-18 War with Royal Engineers; Squadron Leader, 
R.A.F. , 1919-20; transferred to Royal Corps of Signals, 1922. Retired 
1929. 

GIBSON.—Major G. G. , Gibson, died 3rd March, 1963. Served Royal 
Signals 1923-1945. Was a Life Member of Royal Signals Association 
(No. 2691). He leaves a widow and family. 

SMITH.—Signalman John Eric Smith, a trainee signalman, of 22nd 
Regiment, who died as the result of an accident at Lippstadt, Germany, 
on 18th February. He was a Life Member of the Association. 

HANNAH.—Signalman James Hannah, died as the result of an accident, 
on 2nd February, at R.A.F. Hospital, Aden. 

HOWE.—-Ex-Signalman 2870455 W. S. Howe, art the age of 60. He 
enlisted in Royal Signals in 1937 and was discharged in 1940. Home 
address: 53, Roseberry Gardens, Harringay, London, N.4. 

F O R D . — J . Ford, ex-231423. Served Royal Signals 1921-1951. Died 15th 
February, 1963. He was an annual member of the Royal Siglials 
Association since 1945. 

O'ROURKE.—Ex-Sergeant No. 1860274 L. R. O'Rourke, died on 6th 
February, 1963. He was a member of the Salisbury Branch of the 
Associadon and a Life Member since 1923. 
Great sympathy is expressed to all relatives and friends of the above 

in their sad loss. 

Moiieni en ts—Officers 
15th March to 14th Aprily 1963 

Lieutenant (Q.M.) M . A. Barnes-
Murphy T o 

Captain R. Bell „ 
Major W. Bell „ 
Lieutenant J. E. Barnes 
Major M. M. Barker „ 
Lieutenantl. J. Crouch ,, 
Captain J. Cooper 
Lieutenant J. R. Dawson ,, 
Captain T . R. Eamey „ 
Captain (T.O.T.) J. Foster „ 
Lieutenant M . J. Ford „ 
Major P. J. Holland „ 
Major E. J. Hellier 
Captain A. J. Hill 
Caiptain (Tfc. Offr.) T . A . Hipperson „ 
Lieutenant (T.O.T.) A. J. Lees ... „ 
Lieutenant E. Mulley 
Lieutenant R. S. Mansfield „ 
Major I. McDonald „ 
Lieutenant G. D. A. MacKay ... ,, 
Captain W. J. Pritchard „ 
Lieutenant J. W. Sayers „ 
Major R. Strevens „ 
Lieutenant A. P. Thackray „ 
Captain K . A. C. Wilson „ 
Lieutenant N . A. Walter „ 
Captain (Q.M.) F. Lindley „ 

Rhyl. 

13th Regiment 
30th Regiment 
257 Squadron 
Junior Tradesmen Regt., 
225 Squadron (Radio) 
n t h Regiment 
226 Squadron (Radio) 
8th Regiment 
17th (Gurkha) Reg'ment 
253 Squadron (Engineering) 
8th Regiment 
1 Squadron (K.A.R.) 
ist Regiment 
24th Regiment 
238 Squadron 
8th Regiment 
3rd Regiment 
A.A.S. , Harrogate 
ist Regiment 
8th Regiment 
219 Squadron (Tripoli) 
8th Regiment 
n t h Regiment 
3rd Reg'ment 
13th Regiment 
21st Regiment 
19th Regiment 

(War Office) 
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Movements — Warrant Officers and Sergeants 
W . O . I R . M . Sutherland 
W . O . I I J. Blake 
W . O . I I A . J. Fearce 
W . O . I I W . H . Palmer 
W . O . I I A . Morrison 
W . O . I I J. N . Q a r k 
W . O . I I N . L . K i n c h 
W . O . I I E . Romney 
W . O . I I T . H . Laycock 
W . O . I I J. L . Crane 
Staff Sergeant A . Cadman 
Staff Sergeant R. Gilmour 
Staff Sergeant E . A . Beasley . . . 
Staff Sergeant D . C . Pa'ierson 
Staff Sergeant E . Lane 
Staff Sergeant A . J. C o w e 
Staff Sergeant G . A. Aven ... 
Staff Sergeant C . W . Stear ... 
Staff Sergeant H . J. Stevelman 
Staff Sergeant G . P. Bradley ... 
Staff Sergeant R. P. Loats ... 
Staff Sergeant B. A . Bennett . . . 
Staff Sergeant R. M . Blease . . . 
Staff Sergeant E. Robinson 

Sergeant J. Evans 
Sergeant R. W . Pape 
Sergeant L . Downing 
Sergeant R. Noble 
Sergeant B. F . Welch 
Sergeant K . Delecqlemontais . . . 
Sergeant M . H. White 
Sergeant H . M c K a y 
Sergeant B. S. Lincoln 
Sergeant W . Smith 
Sergeant A . Constantinou 
Sergeant J. A. Richardson 
Sergeant D . S. J. Sparrow 
Sergeant R. I . Williams 
Sergeant J. W . L . Jones 
Sergeant D . Palmley 
Sergeant P . A . Dean 
Sergeant D . V . Boddington ... 
Sergeant R. C . Bishop 
Sergeant R. Collis 
Sergeant D . E . G . Rozier 
Sergeant J. Waldron 
Sergeant D . M . Maxted 
Sergeant R. F. Jones 

T o 13th Regiment 
„ 240 Squadron 
,t 209 Squadron 
„ H.Q. , Scottish Command 
„ 14th Regiment ( i Squadron) 
„ 28th Regiment 
„ 45th Regiment ( T . A . ) 
„ 259 Squadron 
„ 235 Squadron 
„ 249 Squadron 
,, 22nd Regiment 
„ 627 T r o o p 
,, 19th Regiment 
„ H.Q. , Royal Signals (Malta) 
„ I St Regiment 
„ I St Regiment 
„ 227 Squadron 
„ 22nd Regiment 
„ 22nd Regiment 
,, 227 Squadron 
„ 9th Regiment 
„ 225 Squadron 
„ 13th Regiment 
„ i8th Regiment 
„ 21 St Regiment 
„ 2ist Regiment 
„ 8th Regiment 
„ A . A . S . , Harrogate 
„ 222 Squadron 
„ 21 St Regiment 
„ 254 Squadron 
,, 224 Squadron 
„ H.Q. , B . A . O . R . 
,, 249 Squadron 
,, ist Regiment 
„ 261 Squadron 
,, 261 Squadron 
„ 16th Regiment 
,, 22nd Regiment 
„ 2nd Regiment 
„ 2nd Regiment 
„ 22nd Regiment 
„ All Arms Junior Leaders Regt. 
„ 7th Regiment 
,, 7th Regiment 
„ 52nd Regiment ( T . A . ) 
„ 4th Regiment 
„ Junior Leaders Regt., Royal 

Signals, 
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Forthcoming Events | 
17th Meeting of tlic Branch Representatives of 

the Royal Signals 
which will be combined with the 17th Special General Meeting will 
be held at the Duke of York 's Barracks on Saturday, 20th April , 1963. 

3»tii Meeting of the Central Committee, Royal 
.Signals Association 

will be held on 30th M a y , 1963. 

The Corps Weekend, Reunion and litth Annual 
General Meeting of the Association 

will be held on 30th June, 1963. 

The Royal Signals Officers' ' At Rome ' 
instead of a Tea Party at the Hyde Park Hotel, will take the form of 
a G A R D E N P A R T Y to be held at the Hurlingham C l u b , Fulham, S.W.6, 
at 4 for 4.30 p.m. on Thursday, 30th May. Al l Royal Signals Officers, 
Regular or Reserve A r m y , serving or retired, are eligible to attend with 
their wives. Ticket 13/6. D r e s s : Lounge suit. 

Royal Signals Officers' Annual Dinner 
A t the Hyde Park Hotel, Knightsbridge, on Wednesday, 29th M a y , at 
7 for 7-30 p.m. Ticket £ 1 . Dress: Evening Dress or dinner jacket. 

Ex-Roys ' 9th Annual Dinner 
is to be held on Saturday, 14th September, 1963, 6.30 for 7.30 p.m., at 
the Victory Ex-Services C lub, 63/79, Seymour Street, London, W . 2 (one 
minute from Marble Arch Station and first left up Edgware Road). Lounge 
suit or uniform. Dirmer tickets £ i per head, obtainable from Major F . 
G . Strange (Retd.), 9, Kidmore Road, Caversham Heights, Reading, 
Berks. Crossed cheques/postal orders should be made payable to Royal 
Signals Ex-Boys' Dinner. Please book by the ist July, tickets despatched 
soon after that date. As it was not possible to hold a dinner in 1962, you 
may be sure of a hearty welcome this year, bringing your wife or other 
guests. 

45th (Essex) Regiment, T.A. 
O n Saturday, 27th April , 1963, the Freedom of the Borough of 

Wanstead and Woodford is being conferred upon the Regiment in 
a Ceremony to take place at 3-30 p.m. at T h e Green, Wanstead 
(adjacent to Wansi,ead Underground Station). T h e Regiment extends 
s welcome to all ex-members of the Regiment to be with us on 
this occasion and hopes that they will also take the opportunity of 
visiting the appropriate Messes at R . H . Q . , Selsdon Road, Wanstead, 
for refreshments at the conclusion of the Ceremony and 2viarch 
Past through the Borough. 

Prel iminary Notice 
There is to be a Royal Signals Officers' ' A T H O M E , ' at the Aldershot 
C l u b on the occasion of the R.E./Royal Signals cricket match on Saturday, 
15th June, which will be open to all Royal Signals officers past or preseiit 
and their families. 

Cost of ticket and full details will be published later. 

Royal Signals Institution Lectures, I94i3 
Tuesday, 24th September, " Joint Communications," Major-General A . M . 
W . Whisder, C.B.E., 6 p.m.. North Hall, Training Brigade, Royal Signals, 
Catterick Camp, Yorks. 

Thursday, 26th September, ' T h e Royal Canadian Signals," Major J. G . 
Berry, C.D., B.SC.. Royal Canadian Signal Corps, 6 p.m., at the T . A . Centre, 
47th Regmient, T . A . , D u k e of York's Headquarters, Chelsea, S .W.3. 

Tuesday, 26th November, *' Procurement of Signal Equipment ," Major-
General R. J. Moberly , C.B., O.B.E., 6 p.m., at North Hall, Training Brigade, 
Royal Signals, Catterick Camp, Yorks. 

A Member may bring two guests to the above Lectures. 

ROYAL SIOBTALS RAIVD ENGAGEMENTS 
Touring Rand 

26th M a y - 8th June 
l6th June 
17th - 22nd June 
15th - 27th July 
21 st July 
28th July 
I 2 t h - i 8 t h August 
ist-7th September 
8th-2ist September 
29th September-6th October 

Non-Touring Rand 
12th June 
23rd June 

Eastbourne 
Regents Park, London 
St. James's Park, London 
Dunfermline 
Kirkcaldy 
Kirkcaldy 
Edinburgh 
Folkestone 
Eastbourne 
Eastbourne 

Scarborough 
Morecambe 

Indian Army Reunion 1963 
It is proposed that the 1963 Reunion be held at Hurlingham C l u b on 
Friday, 28th June. 

Royal Signals Association 
A L D E R S H O T B R A N C H . T h e Annual Dinner of the Aldershot Branch 
is to be held on Satiu-day, 27th April , at the Masonic Hall, Famborough, 
at 7.15 p.m. for 7.45. Further information f rom Mr. I. V . lent , Hon. 
Secretary, i i i , Gloucester Road, Aldershot. 

S O U T H A M P T O N B R A N C H . T h e 17th Annual Dinner of the South-
ampton Branch will be held at Blighmont (West) T . A . Centre, Millbrook 
Road, Southampton, on Saturday, i8th M a y , at 7.30 p.m. Tickets, at 
8/6, are available from M r . F . S. Griffiths, Hon. Treasurer, 60, Winchester 
Road, Shirley, Southampton. Members from neighbouring Associations are 
welcome, and also any 1939-45 members of 43 Divisional Signals, who 
will feel very much at home at this gathering. 

Royal Signals Golfing Society Fixtures, 1963 
24th April 
25th and 26th April . . . 
29th M a y 

4th June 
19th June 
n t h July 
17th July 
15th August 
29th August 
2ist September 
25 th September 
26th and 27th September 

Cricliet Fixtures 
18 th May 

25th M a y 

4/8th June 
1 0 / n t h June 

12th June 
i 4 / i 5 t h June 

York Gol f C lub, at York 
Spring Meeting at Pannal 
R . M . A . , Sandhurst, at Camberley 

Heath 
R.E. , at Hankley Common 
R . A . S . C . , at Fleet 
R . A . , at Sunningdale 
R . A . P . C . , at Hankley Common 
R . E . M . E . , at East Berkshire 
R . A . O . C . , at Swinley Forest 
Staff College, at Camberley Heath 
Ironsides, at Hankley Common 
September A u t u m n Meeting at 

Hankley Common 

Royal Signals v. Welbeck College, 
at Welbeck 

Royal Signals v. Ampleforth, at 
Ampleforth. 

Corps Cricket Week at Catterick 
Royal Signals v. R . A . S . C . , at Aider-

shot 
Royal Signals v. R . M . A . , at Sandhurst 
Royal Signals v. R.E. , at Aldershot 

C l u b 
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THE A S S O C I A T I O N O F SERVICE NEWSPAPERS 
6 7 / 6 8 JERMYN STREET, ST. JAMES'S 

ADVERTISEMENT PAGES, 
S . V / . I . TEL. W H I T E H A L L 2 5 0 4 

THE GIRL WHO KNOWS WHAT SHE LIKES 
..WHO GETS WHAT SHE LIKES...ALWAYS 

ASKS FOR GORDON'S BY NAME 

• l i s 

Gordon's 
. MADE FROM 100% GRAIN SPIRIT 

M-fhe tasty 
lomtoiul K4chup 

made fem 
sun-soakBd 

iomahes 

pichd plump 

piok the 
-Dease. 

v i S a S s g 

"'"Wm 
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PARK DRIVE 
"Like them? 

Of course 
we like them!" 

We like the Genuine Taste of the good tobacco. 
We like the price and we like the value. 
You can't ask more of a cigarette. You should try them. 

PARK DRIVE P L A I N O R T I P P E D 

If 
only 

I had 
the 

money!" 
You may have said it yourself. But, consider. 
You will probably never have a better oppor-
tunity than you have now of putting some money 
aside for the future. You enjoy good pay—with 
no overheads—and all the facilities of the Post 
Office Savings Bank scheme are yours for the 
asking. What could be simpler? 

Make saving a good habit. Save as much or 
as little as you like, but do it regularly. Keep 
your money in the Savings Bank as long as you 
possibly can. You will find that it soon mounts 
up and collects interest—ready to help start 
you up in the trade you are now learning in the 
Service, or for furnishing your home when you 
get married. 

All the details of the scheme are in the leaflets 
illustrated here. Write to me personally, and I 
will send you a copy of the one that applies to 
your Service: 

Air Chief Marshal Sir Hugh W. L. Saunders, 
G.C.B., K.B.E., M.C., D.F.C., M.M., 

Chairman, H.M. Forces Savings Committee, 
1, Princes Gate, London, S.W.7 

Issued by H.M. Forces Savings Committee 
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Quicks i lver P r o g r a m m e , 1963 
I4th-i6th 
I 3 t h - I 4 t h 
j8th-20th 

3rd-6th 
9th-ioth 

20th-29th 
4th- 7th 

12 th -14 t h 
i8th-22nd 

25th-28th 
I St . 3rd October 
5th- 8th October 

i i t h - i 6 t h October 

Tune 
July . . . 
July . . . 

August 
August 
August 
September 
September 
September 

September 

Aldershot Army Display 
Sywell Air Display 
Liverpool Corps Show 
Leeds Gala 
Southampton Army Display 
A y r Display 
Cardiff Army Week 
Wallasey Display 
Edinburgh Display 
Aberdeen 
Dundee 
Perth 
Glasgow 

Promotions 
F E B R U A R Y , 1963. 

I legimeiital Bu ty Roste r 

T o W . O . I 22212302 A / W . O . I 

T o W . O . I I 21070334 A / W . O . I I 
14188530 A / W . O . I I 
21022102 S Sgt. 
22202258 S Sgt. 
14466701 S Sgt. 
22305319 S Sgt. 
22541385 A / W . O . I I 

1148063 S Sgt. 
22540533 A / W . O . I I 
22265752 S Sgt. 
22539358 A / W . O . I I 

2548201 A / W . O . I I 
21181758 A / W . O . I I 

2549742 A / W . O . I I 
22247172 S Sgt. 

2549480 A / W . O . I I 
2549584 S Sgt. 

19043890 S Sgt. 
22031273 S Sgt. 
22242334 S Sgt, 

T o S Sgt. 22306220 Sgt. 
22537819 Sgt. 
21005073 Sgt. 
22242893 Sgt. 
21022006 Sgt. 
22265129 Sgt. 
22306300 Sgt. 
22773085 Sgt. 
14846316 A / S Sgt. 
22541500 A / S Sgt. 

Cilief C lerks Roste r 
T o S Sgt. 22963724 Sgt. 

Centre 

Chilvers, P. 
Pearce, T . A . 
Leach, A . A . 
Bushnell, D , O. 
Bibby, R. 
Joyce, T . 
Remmer, S. 
Edgar, C . D . 
Tajckson, T . F . 
Carnley, W . 
Stuckley, S. C . 
Stephenson, G . A 
Smith, J. 
Hadfield, K . 
Mercer, G . W . 
Hammerton, R. W . 
Miller, H . 
MacDonald, G . S. 
Barnes, G . G . 
Morris, J. A . 
Craddock, G . R. 
Jones, C . D . 
Forrest, W . 
Easter, W . W . 
Jones, W . 
Slade, F . E. 
Grinnell, J. L . S. 
Lawton, L . 
Sankey, H . A . 
Steel, R . 
Franklin, J. 

New 
Sen. No. 

1130 
4560 
4570 
4580 
4590 
4600 
4610 
4620 
4630 
4640 

4660 
4670 
4680 
4690 

J. 4700 
4710 

. 4720 
4730 
4740 
4750 
7200 
7210 
7220 
7230 
7240 
7250 
7260 
7270 
7280 
7290 

Old 
Sen. No. 
1934 
5240 
5220 
4520 
3740 
4920 
4930 
5190 
4970 
4700 
4116 
5410 
5250 
5370 
5290 
5400 
5310 
5380 
5260 
5360 
5340 

1190 (Tec) 
4190 (Op) 

280 (Fd) 
360 (Fd) 

1164 (Ad) 
580 (Fd) 

2020 (Op) 
410 (Fd) 

.Sif(nal 
T o W . O . I I 

Brown, A . 

Superv i sor Ros te r 
22540138 S Sgt. 
22537286 S Sgt. 

Godden, C . D . 
Culbert, J. V . 

970 1640 (Ad) 

1260 330 
1270 520 

Tcelinical Ros te r 
To W . O . I 2329510 A / W . O . I 

To W . O . I I 2574520 S Sgt. 

To S Sgt. 22569629 Sgt. 
I'o Sgt. 23486435 Cpl. 

23397187 Cpl. 
23514142 Cpl. 
22999445 Cpl. 

Operatin; ; Ros te r 
I'll Sgt. 23020329 Cpl. 

22515649 A / S g t . 
23202648 Cpl . 
22550291 Cpl. 
19181959 Cpl. 
22296981 Cpl . 
22845327 Cpl. 
22821092 Cpl. 
22541093 A / S g t . 

Aiiministrative Ros te r 
Ti) Sgt. 22037176 Cpl . Lee, F . R . 

I N S E R T I O N S 

Veomaii of Signals Roste r 
To W . O . I 

Taylor, A . 140 220 

Jones, R . 630 710 
(F. of S.) 

Rowland, W . S. 1200 1030 

Hunt, D . G . 3910 6040 
Walker, M . A . 3930 6050 
GeldaTd, G . 3950 5110 
West, P. E . 3849 3310 

McDonald, A . 
Coatsworth, G . 
Haggan, T . P. 
Nutter, F. 
Bradley, P. 
Evans, J. M . 
Phillips, A . E . 
Atkin, R. J. 
Leak, T . 

10350 
10360 
10370 
10390 
10400 
10410 
10420 
10430 
10440 

2790 
3090 
3170 
6640 
4960 
5490 
5600 
6880 
6940 

2549490 W . O . I Seymour, 

14759394 W . O . I I Bees, D . 

21005225 W . O . I I Byers, P . 

2547752 W . O . I I Giles, G . 

22515761 A/w.o.n Littlejohn, 

2540 3642 

80 310 
(Sig. Cen. Spvr.J 

140 724 
(Sig. Cen. Spvr.) 

180 -760 
(Sig. Cen. Spvr.) 

570 IIIO 
(Sig. Cen. Spvr.) 

350 690 
(Sig. Cen. Spvr.) 

Reg imenta l Duty Ros te r 
T o S Sgt. 22308697 S S g t . D u f f y , 0 . 4075 250 S S g t . 

(Sig. Cen. Spvr.) 
22515870 S S g t . Thornton, J. F . 5004 620 

(Sig. Cen. Spvr.) 
22526498 S Sgt. Finlayson, S. 5624 850 

(Sig. Cen. Spvr ) 
22090400 S S g t . Edgar, R . P. 6344 1040 

(Sig. Cen. Spvr.) 
22212649 A / W . O . I I Crampton, R . A . 5626 5904 

(R. Duty) 
2325062 S Sgt. Shilson, N . S. 284 1310 S Sgt. 

(R. Duty W . O . I I ) 
22525780 S Sgt. Higgins, R. C . 5124 680 

(Sig. Cen Spvr.) 

A D D I T I O N S 
Fie ld Roster 
Sgts. 22515743 Sgt. Wilson, D . F . 

D E L E T I O N S 

Reg imenta l Ruty Ros te r 
W . O . I I 1410 2412 
S Sgt. 3710 

904 1654 (Tec) 

F o r e m a n of Signals Roste r 
S Sgt. 710 

Signal Centre Superv i sor Roster 
W . O . I 360 

Technica l Ros te r 
W . O . I I 
Sgt. 

370 
1174 

Operat ing Ros te r 
Sgt. 2150 6330 

Administ rat ive Roste r 
Sgt. 820 

Fie ld Ros te r 
Sgt. 10 1760 

8730 

20S0 

S C H O O L F E E S 
School Fees and University Fees can be reduced substantially 

and when early provision is made the cost can be N I L . 
There are many variations of life assurance plans to be used 

to effect savings, some very much more than others, and this is 
a subject which has been studied in great detail by S T U D E N T 
F U N D S L I M I T E D who offer specialist advice without 
obligation. 

This is what a Parent said: — 

"I think I mentioned to you before that all our finances 
"are in the hands of Lloyds Bank, Executor and Trustee 
"Department, , and as the Manager, Mr. F. M. D . 
" . . . . , has for some years been keeping his eye on aU 
"our investments and securities I have forwarded to 
"him all your facts and figures and to ask his opinion 
"of the whole scheme for the future. I have heard from 
"him today, and to quote from his letter— 

"I have studied it very carefully and I consider it a 
"most ingenious scheme and very well worth taking 
"up, especially as it provides another method of 
"future security for yourselves and for the children." 

"Please don't think that we have ever doubted the sound 
"common sense of your proposals but I felt it only 
"right to keep Mr. D . . . . in the picture as he virtually 
"looks after all our other financial interests." 

For further particulars write t o — 
S T U D E N T F U N D S L I M I T E D , 
24 Southernhay East, Exeter, Devonshire. 
Telephone Exeter 59596. 

T H E W I R E , A P R I L I 963 117 



Brigadier Tucker, Colonel of the Regiment, and the Officers of the 17th Gurkha Signal Regiment. 

Brigadier W. G. Tucker, C.B.E 

Planting a ceremonial tree 

DU R I N G the first week in March the Regiment was visited by the 
Colonel of the Regiment, Brigadier W . G. Tucker, C.B.E., who was 

accompanied by Mrs. Tucker. Has visit was combined with one to all Royal 
Signals units in Malaya in his capacity as Representative Colonel 
Commandant. 

T h e tour was a very hectic one, but Brigadier Tucker stood up to it 
remarkably well and had one complaint—the pace at which he was 
taken from place to place by the Commanding Officer (Clinch's canter = 140 
paces to the minute with a 4oin. stride). 

On Saturday, 2nd March, he inspected the Regiment and then made 
a tour of the Training Squadron and the Gurkha family lines and school. 
The programme finished with him opening the new G.O.R.s canteen which 
was much appreciated by the G.O.R.s, due to the subsequent flow of free 
beer. T h e day was completed and part of Sunday started by a social 
evening in the Warrant Officers' and Sergeants' Mess, at which the 
Brigadier appeared most loath to leave. Amongst others he met was 
Sergeant Phillips who had, for a long time, been his driver. 

Sunday was not a day of rest. After attending a curry lunch in the 
Officers' Mess, Brigadier and Mrs. Tucker were present at a Regimental 
Nautch Party in the Dashera Ghar. On Monday he visited 17 Gurkha 
Division/O.C.L.F. and inspected the Signal Centre and the Transmitter 
Site. In the evening a short Regimental Tattoo was held which was very 
much enjoyed by aU in spite of rain which caused the Pipe President an 
anxious moment. 

On Wednesday, the programme consisted of a lightning tour of the 
Training Depot, the Brigade of Gurkhas, followed by a ' B h a t ' in the 
Q.G.O.s Mess. 

On Thursday night the Brigadier met Royal, Federation and Gurkha 
Signals Officers at the Royal Signals Dinner Club. 

On Friday, the Brigadier's final act was to plant a tree. This was a 
cutting from a cinammon tree planted in the old Regimental Camp at 
Lamjung, Kuala Lumpur, on the occasion of a Regimental Birthday in 
1954. We hope it takes root here in Sikamat Camp as readily as its fore-
father did in Lamjung. 

Brigadier Tucker with British and Gurkha W.O 's and Senior N.C.O's of the 17th Gurkha Signal Regiment. 



# Brigadier Tucker wi th the Royal Signals, Malaya, Officers Dinner Club. The civilian guest was M r . Smith, Di rector 
of Malayan Telecommunications. 

Visits 17th Gurkha Signal Regiment 

t7tli Qurkba Regiment 
1. Inspecting the Quar te r Guard 

2. The Colonel of the Regiment inspects the Regimental parade 

3. Mrs. Tucker meets the wives of 248 Gurkha Squadron 

4. Dr i l l Squad at Regimental Ta t too 

5. The Nautch Party a t the Ta t too 



T H E P A C E S T I C K 

Crack! T h e sound echoed around the dismal barrack square 
on a cold misty morning last term. Fragments of highly-
polished wood clattered to the floor of the saluting dais, 
followed by an awe-inspiring " h u g h . " 

Not a move! Not a sound followed this unusual occurrence 
which held everyone in a daze. With a look of dismay, the 
Company Sergeant Major gazed upon the unhappy scene. Many 
years of faithful service had come to an end—^his pace stick 
had fallen to pieces. Shattered by an unfortunate blow, it had 
struck against the dais post whilst expression was being given 
to the Sergeant Major's feelings on drill that morning. 

Al l eyes were upon his face, trying to visualise his thoughts, 
but in the style typifying this brand of soldier, the head rose 
steadily, the eyes were firm and resolute, and with the chin 
a little more prominent than usual, he surveyed the awestruck 
apprentices who had witnessed this catastrophic event. 

" Squad will move to the . . . " T h e voice was as clear 
and resonant as ever. N o one could detect the slightest trace 
of emotion—all those years of valuable service at an end. 

T h e 23rd January, 1963, was much as usual in the Scott 
House company office. T h e clerk's typewriter tapped in-
cessantly as the mail orderly cycled along the road outside. 
What was contained in the unusual shaped parcel addressed 
to C.S.M. Wallder? 

A n appreciative smile spread across his face. " Presented to 
C.S.M. J. Wallder, Grenadier Guards, by the Senior Term, 
" C " Company, December, 1962," read the metal plate. 

T h e Sergeant Major had a new pace stick. 

A R M Y A P P R E N T I C E S ' SCIIOOI. 

T h e Army Apprentices' School has, in common with most 
of Yorkshire, been well snow covered this term. Who called 
it the Spring Term? This has had two results—the only out-
door sport has been cross-country running, and drill parades 
have been cancelled. As all ex-apprentices will realise, valiant 
efforts have been made to drill between the snow drifts. T h e 
rumour that shoes, snow-drill pattern, have arrived is untrue. 

T h e cross-country team has had rather a mixed season. Four 
of our most experienced runners, Baynes, who was third in the 
Army Boys' Championships in 1962, Escott, Davis and Gardiner, 
have been on O.N.C. training at Bradford Technical College 
every Wednesday, and this has weakened our team for mid-
week matches. However, there has been a promising batch of 
youngsters, and several got into the School team. In the 
Winter Games series, we easily beat Carlisle, lost by one point 
t© Aborfield, and were trounced by Chepstow. In all these 
races, Baynes and Escott came first and second. 

After Christmas leave we got down to real competition. In 
the Yorkshire and North of England Championships, we were 
able to field three teams, one each in the Juniors (18-21 years). 
Youths (16-18 years) and Boys (under 16 years). Our Juniors 
did well to come seventh in the Yorkshire. Our Youths were 
eighth. 

In the English Championships we put in a Juniors' team and 
a Youths' team. We were the only Army Unit (except i Para-
chute Battalion, which entered for the senior event) to enter 
teams. 

Our ibest performance of the season, however, has been in 
the Army Men's Championships. We fielded a team in the 
Northern Command race at Catterick. It consisted of eight 
Apprentice Technicians and two Permanent Staff. T h e 

Butchers : Grocers : Game Dealers 
our aim in all Depts.:— 

Superb Quality 

CHAS. JACKSON & SONS 
63, 64 and 66 SKINNERGATE 

DARLINGTON 
Years Satisfactory Service 

Established 
1894 

Telephone 
2955 

Sixty 

" W E B U Y T H E B E S T " " W E S E L L T H E B E S T " 

DAILY DELIVERIES IN YOUR DISTRICT 

C.S.M. J. W a l l d e r Gernadier Guards and some Senior boys of Scott 
House 

Apprentice Technicians all " scored" and we came second to 
24th Regiment, thereby qualifying for the Army Championships 
at Aldershot. This was the first time an Apprentice School 
had achieved this distinction. Unfortunately, youth and in-
experience were against us, and we finished well down the field, 
but we were not last. 

T h e other sporting success this term is the wiiming, by 
Penney House, of the Northern Command Boys' basketball. 
This cup has now been won by Penny House for the last 
three years. They have high hopes of winning the Army Cup, 
which they also hold. It must be mentioned that no rugby 
matches have been played yet and Penney House hold the Army 
Boys' Rugby Cup. A panel of experts from Penney House 
think they should keep it! 

" A thing of beauty is a joy for ever " 

W E A R A D I S T I N C T I V E 

BLAZER L 
1 BADGE 

Made entirely BY HAND in our work-
rooms, to the approved Regimental design, 
in finest quality gold and silver wire and 
silks to last you for years. We supply on 
our " neutral " (dark navy/black) cloth, or 
on your own detached pocket (blazers 

must not be sent). 

T H E R O Y A L S I G N A L S BADGE 
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W e can also supply your Regimental TIE (Striped, 
in pure silk) for 17/6, post paid. 

Price Lists covering all Services Badges sent on request. 
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JUNIOR LEADERS REGIMENT 

(Top left). A Junior Leaders Patrol on Dartmoor . The snow in 
places was 20 ft deep 

(rtottom left). Junior Leaders taking part in the Confidence C o u r s e 
at Holne 

(Top right). On the high ropes of the Confidence C o u r s e at Holne 

(Bottom right). Lieutenant Mil<e Adams giving instructions in 
absailing t o Junior Leaders during Slim Squadron Camp 

Ne had a Photograph to prove it 

W e l l . what do you expect a baboon t o do I 

Sir, 
I, 23232471 Sergeant Woodhouse, submit this my state-

ment as to how the minibus windowscreen was broken. 
On Sunday, the 24th February, 1963, a party of us hired 
the minibus to take us round Nairobi Game Park. 

We toured the park and arrived at the Hippo Pool at 
about 10.45 hours. All the men in the party alighted 
from the bus to go and see the hippo and crocodiles 
while the ladies unpacked sandwiches. 

A baboon attracted by the food made a dash to the 
minibus. Lance-Corporal Stacey seeing what was hap-
pening tried to close the door but the baboon was too 
quick and got inside. 

It then took a few sandwiches from Mrs. O'Donnell 
and sat on the seat opposite her and started to eat them. 
We opened the front doors and tried to entice it out but 
it took no notice. The Game Warden seeing what had 
happened ran towards the bus. 

Being frightened the baboon tried to get out, by diving 
over the front seat and out of the door, as it dived over 
the front seat it hit the windowscreen with its head and 
shattered it. 

This is a true statement to the best of my knowledge. 
Sergeant Woodhouse, 26th February, 1963. 



From Right to Left : Brigadier M. A . C h a r l t o n , Lieutenant C o l o n e l 
A . T . W o o d r o w , Capta in G . Dibley examining a model traffic plan 

used in d r i v e r training. 

I St HECIAIENT 
With the new deadline set for THE WIRE, we find ourselves 

with a full three weeks to cover rather than the usual month's 
activities. During the past two months we have been losing a 
steady stream of National Servicemen, but these have been re-
placed by Regulars in good numbers, and in good heart, and 
we can now look ahead to the not-so-distant future, when the 
Regiment will consist entirely of Regular soldiers. This is 
something quite new and we feel sure that, once the newly-
joined members have settled down and experienced one or 
two major exercises, we shall develop a highly-skilled and 
professional team which should be capable of providing com-
munications with nonchalent ease. We shall see! 

This has been the month of study periods, first our own 
Regimental one, on 25th-26ith February, followed by the 
Divisional Study, held in our gymnasium, 5th-8th March. In 
both cases much hard work was put in by many members of 
the Regiment to produce the administrative backing necessary, 
and the lectures and presentations for the Regimental Study. 
It is rewarding to know that the energy expended was justified 
by the results. 

Troop training and individual trade and proficiency training 
have continued at a steady rate. This latter course was handi-
capped by the difficulties of operating out of doors because of 
the snow, but achieved a most creditable standard on the pass-
off parade at the end of the course. After a close finish. 
Corporal M. R. Smith, of 4th Regiment, became the best 
student. 

T o pass to the more pleasant social side, there have been 
two notable, but similar occasions, of great success. First came 
the Officers versus Sergeants games night, described below, in 
Which the stamina of the officers gave them a close victory. 
Fortified by their success, the Officers played a team of Junior 
Ranks on 27th February, and again showed themselves to be 
more crafty than their opponents. This was a most enjoyable 
evening and took place in the W.V.S. lounge, where Miss 
Barbara Davis managed the whole affair in a most capable way. 

This has been a period of many changes. We welcome all 
those new arrivals who have joined us in the past month, and 
we say farewell to all those who are leaving. With regret, 
we said goodbye to C.C.R. Signals, Brigadier M. A. Charlton, 
O.B.E., at the end of his tour, and wish him every success 
in his next appointment. Major P. A. M. Tighe has left us 
on his way to Hong Kong, and Major P. H. Palmer for Oslo, 
after two years, in which both made a great contribution to the 
Regiment. 

We are pleased to record that R.Q.M.S. G. Schofield has 
moved on to the appointment of R S.M. of 3rd Regiment, and 
will undoubtedly be as much a gain to them as he is a loss 
to us. 

We have been pleased to greet Brigadier M. S. Hancock, 
M.B.E., the new C.C.R. Signals, and in these last two weeks he 

T h e D r i v e r s C o u r s e taking a T e s t Paper 

has been table to see quite a lot of the Regiment, including 
attendance at a guest night in the Officers' Mess. 

Sergeants' Mess. On Friday, i8th January, a games 
night was held when the Sergeants' Mess were hosts to the 
Officers. The games were arranged on the lines of a potted 
sports meeting and everything was organised to the nth degree. 
Nine Officers' pairs versus nine N.C.O.s' pairs and eight games 
to play in turn, with a strict 15 minute per game, the ninth 
team in each playing period being at the bar. The match was 
closely fought, but in the darts foial of 1,001 with all players 
taking part, the Officers revealed a skill with the feathered 
missile which would have earned them the rank of Centurion 
in an army of former times. The guests won the evening and 
had the pleasure of presenting the Sergeants' Mess with the 
wooden spoon. This defeat for the Sergeants' Mess shall not 
go unavenged, the scorers of the evening are still doing their 
Orderly Sergeants. 

One morning in February, R.H.Q. block shook to its founda-
tions . . . an atom bomb couldn't have had a more devastating 
effect. In the R.S.M.'s office, pencils, pens, pins and paper chps 
were being picked up off the floor and when the dust had cleared 
the R.S.M. found the cause in front of his desk. Sergeant 
Bedwell was reporting back from No. 102 All Arms Drill and 
Duties Course at The Guards Depot, Pirbright, the earthquake 
was caused by his halt in front of the R.S.M.'s desk. The effect 
was re-created to a lesser degree on the following morning when 
W.O.II Pearsall reported back from the same course, only his 
smaller stature saved the building. Our congratulations to both 
on their course results, but aren't the Guards wearing the hair 
long these days! 

During -the month we have said fond farewells to a number 
of old members and have welcomed some new. T o W.O.I 
Duncan, Staff Sergeant Harvey, R.E.M.E., and Sergeant Nicholls 
we say God Speed, and good luck in their new Units. We 
note with pleasure that our new members seem to be settling 
down and entering into the spirit of the Mess, and to them, 
Staff Sergeants Hayes, Gittins, Tomkins and Turner, Sergeants 
Webley, O'Connel, Henry and Ashurst we say " Happy Days " 
with us. T o Sergeant Chambers who arrived and departed 
in a few days, we say " Sorry you couldn't stay," but you'll be 
welcome to come and see us any time. 

PLEASE 1 PLEASE ! PLEASE ! 

A number of soldiers are now subscribing to 
THE WIRE individually. D o let us know in 
advance of your future movements or postings 
so that we can keep our mailing list up-to-date 
and thus ensure that you receive your WIRE on 
time each month. 
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2nd RE f i lMENT SKI T E A M I N AUSTRIA 

Looking at the amount of kit on Bunde station, one would 
have thought that the whole Regiment was going to Austria. 
Unfortunately this was not the case. Only one officer and five 
men were lucky enough to be chosen. At the end of twenty-
four hours travelling we arrived at St. Johann in the Tyrol 
exhausted and with what seemed a long three and a half weeks 
of ski training stretching ahead of us. We were met at the 
station by one of the Gasthof staff towing a large sledge to take 
some of our kit. The staff of the Gasthof made us very welcome 
and after much hand shaking and many a " Griiss G o t t " we 
were shown to our very comfortable rooms. 

We had Sunday to recover from the journey and on Monday 
we took to the excellent slopes to revise the basic techniques of 
downhill. Only two of the team (Lieutenant Smith and Corporal 
Thompson) had skied before, but we had all been lucky enough 
to have been on skis for a week and a half at Winterberg before 
Christmas, so we were not complete rabbits and tried the large 
slopes straight away. This was rather like learning to swim 
by being thrown in the deep end. Although some of the 
" purlers " were colossal and the human knots tied fantastic, the 
whole day gave a great boost to our confidence. The next day 
we put on our langlauf kit and went out to recce a ten kilometer 
course and made a track. This area was not ideal for langlauf 
ski-ing as it was in a valley with very s t e ^ sides and a flat 
bottom. This meant steep climbs and vicious downhill runs 
with, unavoidably, a lot of flat running. However, it did serve to 
shake out the cobwebs caused by the Christmas celebrations in 
the Regiment. The snow was very deep, and because the down-
hill parts were so vicious, in the first three days we broke 
six skis. We quickly phoned the Regiment for more! Although 
the difficult course was good for training, the downhill runs 
caused too many breakages, so a more gentle course was chosen 
and the distance increased to fifteen kilometers. This proved 
much more successful and although we continued to break skis 
we did so much less frequently. We trained over this course 
for the rest of the stay, sometimes going twice round in a 
morning. 

St. Johann offered a great variety of entertainment in the 
evenings. Perhaps the most enjoyable event of the week was a 
Tyrolean evening held in one of the local hotels. At these hotels 
the local experts give demonstrations of traditional Tyrolean 
dances, and then make the audience join in. The knots in 
which we managed to tie ourselves on these occasions were 
almost as bad as those to be seen on the ski slopes after the 
most disastrous " purler." We managed, however, to survive 
all ordeals without breaking any limbs. 

We were given a very warm send off by all who had looked 
after us for the three and a half weeks, and set off for Oberjoch 
with a little aj^rehension. It was to be the first time any of 
us had skied in competition. The results were rewarding if 
not outstanding, our best effort being second place in the novices 
team event. We are now among the select minority for whom 
(despite the rigours of this winter) next winter cannot come 
too soon. 

» r d REGIMENT 

The exercise season has started in a big way with Exercise 
" Lifeline II," which is a combined 3 Division/38 Group R.A.F. 
cxcrcise with Force " H Q . " located comfortably (!) at R.A.F. 
Station Odiham. The main action is by 19 Infantry Brigade 
Group on Salisbury Plain, where our radio detachments and 
Airhead Troop joined 209 Squadron " in the mud." 

We had a few minor dramas during the exercise. On one 
occasion the T x site was threatened in high winds by a 96 ft. 
R.A.F. mast which was eventually successfully tethered to a 
Land Rover. The caged dipole at receivers was blown down 
and after about two hours of hard graft, in pouring rain, it w ^ 
eventually untangled only to be driven over by a passing cat. 
A certain Radio Officer was then seen to throw his beret on 
tlie ground and jump on it. 

A few lucky members of the Regiment managed to get flights 
in A A C Beavers much to the envy of those who didn't. I must 
confess that judging by the peculiar greenish hue of some that 
returned from these flights it was fast becoming a question of 
who was envious of whom. One particularly sick S.D.R. was 
heard to remark, "Stop the plane, I want to get off !" On a 
return journey from Abingdon, passengers were somewhat dis-
mayed to see what looked like rather large hailstones whizzing 
past the wings. The mystery, however, was quickly solved 

when it was discovered that the Acting Adjutant and the Orderly 
Room Sergeant had been getting in some golf practice during 
a lull at Command Group. 

Sport. The only Regimental sport to be unaffected by the 
weather has been basketball. The team is going from strength 
to strength and only last month won a game. 

Goodbye—Hallo. Congratulations to R.S.M. M. A. Bames-
Murphy, who is being commissioned as a Q.M. and posted to 
B.A.O.R. We are sorry to lose him, but gain comfort from the 
news that he is being succeeded by R.S.M. G. Schofield, who 
we welcome with him family and hope they have a happy and 
successful tour in the Regiment. 

4th REGIMENT 
Now Rfadt'r^j Start Ilftrc^.—Three months ago our 

Commanding Officer hit on the idea of " asking" a different 
member of the Regiment to write THE WIRE notes each month. 
Having opened the batting himself, and " invited " our Second-
in-Command to go in first wicket down, he has now selected a 
Squadron Commander to keep up the good work. 

\otv read on:— 
C.O.: What's this ? 

Sqn. Comd.: WIRE notes for April, sir. You promised me 
that I could write them this momh, if you remember. 

C.O.: Is this all you've managed ? 

Sqn. Comd.: Well, I felt it should be kept brief and—er— 
pithy. 

C.O. (reads): " There has been plenty of snow . . . All our 
rugger was washed out, so we had an exercise instead. R.S.M. 
Jenkins has acted as Master of Ceremonies on Saturday morn-
ings at the ' R.S.M.'s Drill Parade on Ice.' 2]Lieut. G. Fulton 
kindly spent a couple of days with the Regiment this month, 
between returning from a Winter Warfare Course and setting 
out on a ' Whiteshod' Course." Are you sure you haven't lost 
a page somewhere ? 

Sqn. Comd.: No, sir. You see, the Editor said we weren't 
to include news of Adm. Inspections, so I didn't. 

C.O.: But we haven't had an Adm. Inspection. 

Sqn. Comd.: Exactly, sir. That's another very good reason 
for not mentioning it. I could expand it a bit, I suppose. 

C.O.: It is a trifle sketchy. You haven't said anything about 
the Integration Trail. After all, now that we've got so many 
different " cap badges" in the Regiment, people might be 
interested in hearing how we are getting along. 

Sqn. Comd.: It's going pretty well. I actually called a 
bombardier ' Bombardier," yesterday, instead of ' Corporal.' 

C.O.: Remarkable! 

Sqn. Comd.: Not really, sir. I call everyone with two stripes 
' Bombardier' now. It seems to work very well. I'll work 
that point into the notes. 

C.O.: I shouldn't bother. What about this exercise? 

Sqn. Comd.: You've no idea how cold it was. 
C.O.: I have you know. I was there. 
Sqn. Comd.: Of course you were sir. I'll bring in a bit 

about marching back from the last location. All this marching 
business is very topical at the moment. Better not mention the 
fact that the message to march never reached ' Radio Village' 
until an hour after everyone else had left for home. 

C.O.: Apreed. O.C. " A " Troop was very upset and there's 
no point in rubbing salt into old wounds. Now, what about 
some news of social activities ? 

Sqn. Comd.: I think the new Bombardiers' Club ought . . . 

C.O.: Corporals' Mess ! 

Sqn. Comd.: Quite. The new Corporals' Mess ' Grand Open-
Ball ' ought to be mentioned; it was quite a party. 

C.O.: I was invited too, you know. 
Sqn. Comd.: I'm sorry, I forgot, sir. I think we should 

give Cpl. Hooper and his Mess Committe a pat on the back. 

C.O.: Everyone I spoke to certainly seemed to be enjoying 
themselves. 

Sqn. Comd.: They were indeed, especially at the buffet 
supper. 

{Continued on Page 124) 
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C.O.: They certainly deserve a ' special mention.' 

Sqn. Comd.: Likewise the Wives' Club, sir. They're at it 
again. Two meetings a month now—one a working party. 

C.O.: I meant to find out what it's all about. Have you any 
idea ? 

Sqn. Comd.: I haven't been to any of the meetings myself, of 
course, but I believe they are planning to have a stall of their 
own at the Regimental Fete next summer. 

C.O.: What sort of stall ? 

Sqn. Comd.: Judging from the incessant " clacking" of 
knitting needles going on in the quarters recently, I think 
you would call it ' Fancy Goods/ but I'mt not really an expert 
on these matters. 

C.O.: I've got a house full of dolls' clothes. 

Sqn. Comd.: Mine's bulging with baby socks. I'm be-
ginning to wonder whether there will be enough babies in 
Herford next summer to wear them all. 

C.O.: Well you can certainly mention that! We had better 
try and find out a bit more about it for subsequent WIRE notes. 

Sqn. Comd.: We must include some human interest stories to 
round off our contribution. 

C.O.: Such as ? 

Sqn. Comd.: What about a certain overworked Q.M. (Tech.) 
who, despite all the overtime he keeps telling us about, still 
managed to get to the NAAFI sale before everyone else and 
bought up the entire stock of cut-price transistor radios ? 

C.O.: Certainly not. He bought up the car radio that I had 
my eye on, so you can cut out all reference to that episode. 

Sqn. Comd.: In that case, sir, what about S.S.M. Miller's 
brother? 

C.O.: Well, what about him? 

Sqn. Comd: He's a Comcen Operator, Bill. 

C.O.: Is this news? 

Sqn. Comd.: Not exactly, but I believe he is being posted 
to the Regiment, now that he has completed his training at 
Catterick. 

C.O.: Do you think that this is anything to do with S.S.M. 
Miller's visit to the U.K. last summer as part of the Regiment's 
K.A.P.E. Team? 

Sqn. Comd.: I don't think it has actually been proved, sir, 
though the circumstantial evidence supports the theory. 

C.O.: Any other ideas? 
Sqn. Comd.: I think we should mention the fact that Signal-

men Akehurst and Whitrick took part in the B.A.O.R. Individual 
Boxing Championships. 

C.O.: Of course. Akehurst got through to the semi-final, so 
mention it. 

Sqn. Comd.: Right, sir. And then I think we should finish off 
with a trailer. 

C.O.: I beg your pardon? 

Sqn. Comd.: A trailer, sir. Like they do at the cinema. 
" Don't miss next month's exciting WIRE notes from 4th Regi-
ment. Up-to-the-minute news of exercises, social events and 
sporting triumphs! Classified results of the Wives' Club Sponge 
Cake Competition. Written by a well-known Troop Com-
mander, these are the notes you cannot afford to be without. 
Order YOUR copy NOW!" 

C.O.: You're joking, of course? 

Sqn. Comd.: No, sir. 

C.O.: Then send me that popular Troop Commander in an 
hour's time with a draft for THIS month's notes. 

7th KEVIl^lENT 

Since our last notes, the turn-over of members has continued, 
as it has for many months past. Major D. H. W. Barnes has 
left his fortress in H.Q. Squadron to go to 54 East Anglian 
Regiment in Bedford, and has been replaced by Major D. D. 
Ranft. Major R. H. Maxfield departed for 30th Regiment 
and Major H. E. Roper has taken his place as O.C. 4 Squadron. 
After the promotion of W.O.II (R.Q.M.S.) Gerrard to be our 
Regimental Sergeant Major, W.O.II Moyes was appointed 
R.Q.M.S., and he, in turn, has been succeeded by Staff Seiegant 
now A/W.O.II Bibby. W.O.I Londoun leaves us shortly for 
Krefeld, and we now have a Yeoman of Signals—our first—in 
W.O.II Bees. W.O.I Pearce, A.C.C., whose efforts were largely 
responsible for bringing the restaurant up to its present high 
standard, has been taken away. 

Remembering the sub-zero (Fahrenheit!) temperatures of our 
first exercise last year, it was decided to leave the first three 
months of 1963 to individual and squadron training only. This 
has proved wise, for as in other places in Germany, the green 
grass disappeared just before Christmas and has not been 
seen since. We are now heartily sick of all the snow, which 
has put a stop to all outdoor sport, except for our hardy cross-
country runners. Oddly enough, although many members of the 
Regiment have tried their hand at ski-ing, up by the Bismark 
tower, our attempts to get people to Austria at a very low cost 
have once again this year been under-subscribed. A final word 
on the weather must be in recognition of the hard and thank-
less work put in by the drivers and other tradesmen, more than 
adequately backed up by Captain Filsell (R.E.M.E.) and his 
L.A.D., in getting our large amount of transport up to scratch 
for the C.I.V. inspection, in what can only be described as 
soul-destroying conditions. 

On 26th January, our amateur dramatic society, " The 
Kavalier de Korps," put on " The Reluctant Heroes." The 
production was first class and would have been a credit to any 
amateur dramatics group. Everyone concerned deserves praise 
and thanks, but especial mention must be made of W.O.I 
Loudoun for his organisation, and of Staff Sergeant Knight for 
his production and hilarious performance. 

Most readers have experienced the slick and rapid per-
formance of Mass X-Ray teams, but how many can claim to 
have taken part in a mass dental inspection? On 6th February, 
one dentist inspected the teeth (where applicable) in some 400 
all ranks at the rate of 90 per hour—people, not teeth, that is. 
Is this a record? 

The ramshackle, dirty and dilapidated gasthaus that used to 
stand by the entrance to the Tierpark next to Maresfield Bar-
racks is no more. One day, they drove up a large mechanical 
grab, filled the bucket with concrete and, like a bold bad baron 
swinging his battle mace, proceeded to knock it down. As any-
one who has watched the place gradually falling to pieces will 
understand, this dusty process didn't take very long. The 
driver obviously had a wonderful time and all that now remains 
is a pile of rubble—for all we know troglodytes may live there 
still. 

On 25th February, Commander-in-Chief of the Russian 
Forces in East Germany was the guest of the Commanders-in-
Chief, B.A.O.R., and R.A.F, Germany, at a review in Ripon 
Barracks Bielefeld. Two guards of honour, followed by massed 
bands beating " Retreat" and then further entertainment and 
a banquet were the order of the day. Almost every con-
ceivable eventuality was allowed for—except one—'Russian 
Officers of high rank do not, repeat not, shave themselves. 
Clearly, to employ local labour would have been an unaccept-
able security risk, so a soldier had to be found at extremely 
short notice. In consequence, early on the morning of 26th 
February, Lance-Corporal Norton (Tg. Tech. T i l l ) travelled 
the 15 miles to Bunde and shaved the face of General I. I. 
Yakubowskil, Commander-in-Chief Soviet Forces in Eastern 
Germany. A versatile Regiment, The Seventh. 

U R G E N T C L O T H I N G U R G E N T 
T H E W E L F A R E S E C T I O N at Royal Signals Association, Cheltenham Terrace, Chelsea, London, 
S.W.3, will be M O S T G R A T E F U L for unwanted clothes — men's, women's, children's — 
anything, in fact, except ladies' underwear. There is a continuous demand which always 

e.xceeds supply. 
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n t h R E « I M E N T 

General. Thanks to hard work by several members of 
(he Regiment, (his month our notes cover many subjects, with 
contributions covering a new angle on adventure training; a 
Marine's eye view of us, and a most welcome item from the 
Corps Band. 

V i s i t . On Friday, ist JVIarch, the Regiment was visited 
by Major-General G. F. Upjohn, C.B.E., G.O.C. Yorkshire 
District, who saw many aspects of life in the Regiment. 

He also took the salute of the passing-out parade and pre-
sented the Naval Long Service and Good Conduct Award to 
Sergeant J Brown, one of our Royal Marine instructors. 

>'^ews Fl i is l i from 3 Troop of i Squadron, a new " first" 
has been set up—^100 per cent of the Troop are nine-year 
Regulars; 18 extended (heir engagements whilst with the Troop 
and 100 per cent of the Troop have become Life Members 
of the Royal Signals Association. 

itost ItecruitN. The best recruit of the intake which 
passed out on the parade at which the salute was taken by 
Major-Gcneral G. F. Upjohn, C.B.E., was Signalman C. Monk. 

Monk had been a police cadet for 2 i 
• years and a policeman for 18 months in 

Bristol. He became bored wi(h the 
routine of police life and decided it was 
not all as in " Z Cars" or " Dixon of 
Dock Green." A change was necessary 
and so he decided to join Royal Signals, 
where he could have a useful and 
adventurous life. 

Monk went to the Merchant Navy 
School in Berkshire, as his father served 
in the Merchant Navy during the war, 
but now lives at 93, Kingsdown Road, 
Bristol. 

An unusual experience that Signalman 
Signalman Monk, Best Monk told of was the occasion when he 
Recruit 1st March, 1963 " booked " the son of the Chief Constable 

of Bristol for a parking offence . . . He 
assured me that it had nothing to do with him leaving the 
police force! 

Monk is also a Duke of Edinburgh Award winner and holds 
the Gold and Silver awards. He received the Gold Award from 
the Duke of Edinburgh at Buckingham Palace in May, 1961. 
The year before he received the Silver Award from Sir John 
Hunt. Signalman Monk is now training as a technician and 
is hoping for a posting to the sunshine of the Far East. We 
hope he finds the adventure for which he is looking. 

The top recruit of the intake which passed out on isth 
February was 20-year-0ld Signalman David E. W. Eaton. His 
home is at 13, Lymegrove, Hoole, Chester, where he lives with 
his parents and his wife, Susan. 

David went to school in Chester, first of all to the Cathedral 
Choir School and later King's School, which he left when he 
was 16. Since then he has worked as a railway telegraphist for 
2\ years. This experience will surely be of use to him in the 
Royal Signals. 

His brother, John, is in the Royal Artillery, stationed in 
Germany, and it was mainly due to his stories of Army life 
that David decided to join too. No vacancies existed in the 
Royal Artillery, so he chose the Royal Signals, where he will 
be able to learn a useful trade. 

When he has finished his training as a Signals Operator he 
hopes to get a posting to the sunshine of the Far East. His-
wife, Susan, is all in favour of Army life and is looking 
forward to the chance of seeing the many sights of the East. 

A^JVUAI. SUnSCRinEItS ' ADDRESSES 
Many copies of THE WIRE and of the Royal Signals 

List are returned by the Post Office with a note that 
the subscriber's address is unknown. 

Will all armual subscribers please tell the Editor 
in good time of their new address. 

Corporal Sutherland, Lance Corpora l Pepper 
and Lance Corpora l Dunkin dressed for anything 

Winter Survival — Norway 1963 
B Y CORPORAL C . SUTHERLAND, W . R . A . C . 

1 3 t h R E G I M E X T 

I c a n n o t recall 
exactly how it came 
about, but one minute 
I was skimming grace-
fully dovra a slope and 
the next I was flat on 
my back with my skis 
inextricably tangled 
round a tree. For the 
hundredth time that 
day I felt that I must 
have been issued with 
a pair of very tem-
peramental skis with a 
mind and will of their 
own. W h a t e v e r I 

attempted, I invariably found myself executing a manoeuvre 
not to be found in any text book. Sadly I watch^ the instructor 
effortlessly gliding across the snow to investigate my latest 
disaster. This and several other similar incidents happened at 
Gol in Hallingdal, a district of Norway. 

Last January I was one of seven girls from 13th Regiment 
who joined a party of W.R.A.C. girls from all over B.A.O.R. on 
a winter survival and arctic indoctrination course rim by the 
Norwegian Red Cross. For seven days we lived with Nor-
wegians, Danes, Lapps, Finns, Swedes and Americans high up 
in the mountains at a permanendy sub-zero temperature. .None 
of us will quickly forget that week for its thriUs—and spills, the 
exotic foods, all miraculously surviving the discomforts of a 
way of life completely alien to us. 

The journey began almost in disaster. On the train from 
Diisseldorf six of us were sharing a compartment evidently 
designed for dwarfs. The acrobatic and contortionist move-
ments necessary to get ready for bed became an endless source 
of mirth and laughter—^to those looking on. The second morn-
ing Lance-Corporal Laurel Dunkin, Having unwisely decided 
to snatch a few minutes extra in bed, began to get dressed just 
as the train came to a halt at the Swedish part of Holsingborg. 
Suddenly to our amusement and her great horror, we were 
given the order to change trains immediately. Never has one 
girl been dressed so quickly by so many. Fortunately the porter, 
thoroughly enjoying the riot, most generously he^ed us to pack 
and carry the cases; we had, regretfully to decline his offer to 
help Lulu complete dressing. 

Upon our ultimate arrival at the hotel, we were issued with 
extra kit and sleeping bags. Then following the introductions 
of all instructors, an opening address was given by the course 
leader. Major Leif Hanoa. 

During the days that followed we were to discover that, how-
ever great the determination, learning to ski is not quite as easy 
as one might imagine. 

Lieutenant Willson 
of the W.R.A.C. was 
easily the most ex-
perienced skier in our 
group. However, she 
too, caused much 
amusement by her in-
ability to avoid natural 
o b s t ac 1 e s , for in-
variably on the way 
downhill, one would 
be called upon to un-
wind, and rescue a 
tangled mass of arms 
and legs which even-
tually, when righted, 
proved to be our 
' ma'am.' 

Captain Swann, in 
charge of the group, 
started with the rest 

of us as a complete beginner. One morning we were extremdy 
surprised to see her gracefully excuting what at first glance 
seemed to be a highly technical and skilled ski jump. It was a 
beautiful fall, worth every minute of the half hour we had to 
spend digging her out of the snow drift that just happened to be 

Corporal Sutherland at the wheel of A r t i e Cat 
travel l ing the easy way 
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there. Unfortunately her knee was quite badly injured, so the fall 
cost her a few days off skis altogether. Thi« seemed to mark 
the beginning of a series of slight accidents which kept several 
people indoors for a while. 

Rona McCallum, having suffered rather a bad fall, was given 
a remarkable lift dovm to the hotel on the shoulders of one of 
the instructors. He managed to perform this extraordinary feat 
without the aid of sticks, but like many others of his kind, he 
might have been bom on skis. 

The art of building windshields, igloos and also cross coimtry 
ski-ing, were items brought into the curriculum of the course. 
The next unusual, perhaps the most exciting period of our 
stay, was the twentynfour hours in which we had literally to 
sturvive in the snow. We slept in snow caves buUt that afternoon 
with our own hands, and we cooked meals from the emergency 
ration kits which had been previously issued. Surprisingly the 
• igloos' proved to be snug and considerably warmer than 
expected, although space was rather cramped. 

iDuring the first part of the evenings we were given lectures 
on first aid and other similar subjects. Following that we were 
free to sing and dance until i i p.m. We learned many Nor-
wegian songs, for their gay and care-free tunes quickly aroused 
popular interest. We found the Scandinavian quite charming, 
very gay and uninhibited. Some of the friendships are still 
flourishing through the medium of letter writing. 

It was with great regret that we sang ' Auld Lang Syne' on 
the last day. The preceding week had not been a holiday by 
any means, but a pleasant atmosphere coupled with high spirits 
had prevailed throughout, so the general parting was quite sad. 
But we were too excited at the thought of spending a whole day 
in Copenhagen to remain unhappy for long. 

Contrary to our expectations, sightseeing in Denmark's capital 
proved to be something of a disappointment. Far more interest-
ing was an afternoon tour of the Carlsberg Breweries where we 
learned, beside other things, a good deal of the country's history. 

Later that evening we embarked on another train and so badk 
to Gertnany, a tired but happy group of girls. 

If by chance one day you should happen to pass by the 
W.R.A.C. quarters of 13th Regiment, it is highly probable that 
even now you will hear the sound of the girls singing songs 
leamt in Norway. Souvenirs that were easily obtain^ but long 
lasting mementos of a very wonderful occasion. 

14th REGIMEIVT 
The snow has gone, or nearly so, and revealed the shambles 

beneath. Impending inspection makes restoration all the more 
vital and pressing. There will be a good deal of gnashing of 
teeth before 12th March no doubt. 

Brigadier A. L . Atkinson, O.B.E., C.S.O. Southern Command, 
braved the elements on 12th February to come and visit Bod-
dington. He stayed to dine in the Officers' Mess and renew one 
or two old acquaintances. 

S ^ r t , apart from indoor varieties, has been virtually im-
possible. R.A.F. South Cemey, with the advantage of an indoor 
pitch in a hangar, defeated oiu: hockey team in a friendly game, 
but honour was restored with a resoimding 10—i victory 
against R.A.F. Little Rissington. The Rugger X V were unlucky 
to lose 9—6 to C.V.D. Ashchurch in the District Competition. 

The Warrant OflScers' and Sergeants' Mess held a dance on 
i6th February and the Junior Ranks on 21st February. Both 
were successful in spite of the weather. 

16th REGIMEIVT 

" Now is the winter of our discontent." This quotation 
certainly sums up the feeling of the Regiment in so far as 
the weather is concerned for January and February. With snow, 
ice and severe frost, aU outside sports came to a standstill. 
Activities have been restricted to basketball, boxing and a 
limited amount of fencing, badminton and squash. 

lloxiii;;. The main event in the indoor sporting activities 
was the semi-final of the B.A.O.R. Inter-Unit Boxing Cham-
pionships 1962/63 held at the Rheindahlen Garrison Gym on 
23rd January. Our opponents in this contest were the ist Bn. 
Royal Ulster Rifles. The gymnasium was filled to capacity 
(both Regiments being strongly supported), and the reception 
received by the teams emphasised from the start the good 
spirit in which the contest was to continue. 

In the first bout of the evening Signalman H. McCauIey 
(Bantam) after a courageous effort was k.o.d. Signalman Keenan 
(Feather), one of our two winners of the evening, took his 
opponent the fuH distance, and weU deserved his points 
decision. Signalman A. McCauley's bout at lightweight was 
stopped by the referee in the Rifleman's favour; after a terrific 
battle which could have gone either way. Lance-Corporal 
Ayres, at second string lightweight, went the full distance with 
his opponent, and we hoped he would get the decision, but 
this was not to be. In bout No. 5 (first string lightweight), 
Signalman Tewkesbury brought a further disappointment when 
the referee disqualified him. Corporal Tunney won his bout 
after a very hard-fought contest, his opponent retired in the 
second round with a badly cut eye. Lance-Corporal O'Regan 
lost a dose fought, stylish bout on points. Corporal Crouch 
and Lance-Corporal Boyes were both stopped inside the distance 
to save them from further punishment, and we are sorry to say 
that Corporal Crouch (after a magnificent display of courage) 
is in hospital with a fractured jaw. Lance-Cbrporal Paxton, 
who had returned from six weeks leave only the day before, 
met Corporal Bell, and this was undoubtedly the contest of 
the evening. The bout finally went Corporal Bell's way when 
the fight was stopped in the third round; but a fitter Paxton 
might well have reversed the decision. In the last bout of the 
evening Lance-Corporal Hibbert put up a worthy effort, but 
was not quite good enough, and lost on points. The final score 
of 20 points to 12 does not give a true indication of the terrific 
battle that had been fought, and the ist Bn. Royal Ulster Rifles 
left well aware that the Royal Signals are opponents to be 
respected. They showed this by the amount of applause given 
to our boxers at the end of the contest, and the warm praise 
of our team's courage given by their Commanding Officer. The 
music for the evening was provided by the band of the I7th/2ist 
Lancers. Undaunted by the team's defeat, Lance-Corporal 
Paxton, Lance-Corporal Ayres, Signalman Keenan and Signal-
man McCauley entered for the M i n e Area Individual Cham-
pionship and they all reached the finals. Signalman Keenan 
and Signalman McCauley are to be congratulated on becoming 
Rhine Area Individual Champions at featherweight and light-
weight. 

The Warrant Officers and Sergeants must undoubtedly 
qualify as one of the keenest sporting sections of the Regiment, 
for they appear to have become so disgusted at the thought of 
no outside activities, that they have organised two skittle teams 
(a " L a d i e s " and "Gentlemen's"). 

iiMinniiiniiimimHiiniiiimniiiiiiiiiiiiiinmiiimiiiiniiiiMiiiiiiiiiiiiinMmniiniiiMiiiiiiiiiiin 

The following^igoods are available from Association Headquarters : 

Corps Ties—Heavy Weave 7 / 6 
Woollen 8 / 6 
Terylene I I / -

Corps Scarves—Woollen 21/-
Rayon Squares 2 1 / -

Cravats—Terylene 2 1 / -
Corps Cuff Links 8 / 6 
Association Buttonhole Badges or Brooches 3 / _ Membert only 
Blazer Badges 4 5 / -
Crested Ash Trays ... • ... ... ... 4 / 6 

Blazer Buttons—Large (each) 2/3 
Small (each) 1/8 

Motor Car Badges (enamelled in Corps 
Colours 35/-

Motor Cycle Badges (enamelled in Corps 
Colours) 20/-

Corps Plaques 29/6 Plus postage 
Corps Diaries (available each year between November and 

February. Apply to Headquarters for Order Form). 

Please Send Cash With Order for all the above articles. 
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W . R . A . C . We are now fully aware that the Regiment has 
a W.R.A.C. element, but although they have been with us 
several months accommodation is not yet available for them 
here in Krefeld. They have been working and living in 
Rheindahlen providing shifts for the H.Q. B.A.O.R. Signal 
Centre, btit it was for the first time on the n t h February that 
the T .R.C. saw the W.R.A.C. on day-shift. A t the moment 
they travel from and to Rheindahlen, having their midday meal 
in the Ordinary Ranks' Dining Hall, and it is noticeable that 
the Dining Hall has never seen so many presentable males. 
Well, it just goes to show that the feminine touch is what the 
doctor ordered; and speaking of doctors, we all hope the 'flu 
virus that has taken its toll through the ranks these past few 
weeks has now spent itself. 

Basketball. Five matches have so far been played in the Inter-
Services Rhine Area League; the results being two victories 
and three losses. The Regiment at present is represented by 
a small, but expanding group of players, and it is hoped that 
now more qualified coaches are available the interest will 
improve. 

Angling Notes. Fishing in the Krefeld Area is still off owing 
to 2 ft. of ice on the lake. There are unfortunately none amongst 
us hardy enough to do an Eskimo trick, although Sergeant 
Bonwick's alsatian dog has lost teeth trying to chew a hole in 
the ice for his owner. At last an inter-Unit fishing competition 
has been arranged by a fishing club at H.Q. B.A.O.R. This 
match will be fished in March at Dewittsee. 

We took the Mercury Trophy along to Kempener Angling 
Club to be installed in their trophy show case. This cup was 
well received by the German Club, and we are all now looking 
forward to the time when either the 16th Regiment Club or 
the Kempener Club will win it. 

Three members of our Club were invited to attend the 
Kempener Club annual meeting and dinner, and were well 
entertained by the members. It took two and a half hours to 
decide whether a wife of one of the members should be allowed 
to join the Club and the answer was N O . However, a wife may 
accompany a member and use one of the two rods which are 
allowed per member—romantic isn't it? 

17th G r R K I I A R E G I M E N T 

After such a long silence, many readers will be surprised and 
interested to learn that this Regiment is still in existence. In 
fact, the Regiment has been going through a particularly hectic 
period, and activities about which to write have been too 
numerous, rather than too few. 

Due to the increased commitments, three times the usual 
number of recruits have descended upon the Regiment and the 
training organisation has been strained to the limit. T h e 
recruits are enthusiastic, if not skilled, particularly on the sports 
fields, and the senior ranks of 2 Training Squadron bear silent 
witness to this. Casualties to date include, a torn leg muscle, 
cracked ribs, a broken jaw and a slipped disc. T h e number of 
instructors being insufficient for such a large number of recruits, 
a few wives bravely volunteered to teach English, and the results 
have been surprisingly successful. 

There has been much reorganisation of the Regiment, and 
we have had an unusually large number of visitors. Many 
members of the Corps will be interested to hear that we were 
visited by Lieutenant-Colonel L . H. Gregory (Retd). He is on 
a tour of Commonwealth countries, about which he hopes to 
make a television broadcast on his return to U . K . Whilst with 
the Regiment he recorded our Pipes and Drums on tape and 
cinefilm, and we hope this will be included in his television 
programme. We saw him off, en route for Calcutta, at Kuala 
Lumpur airport, to the strains of "Gregory ' s P r i d e " played 
by two pipers of the Regiment. Was it coincidence that OfBcer-
dn-Q>mmand Gurkha Records, Lieutenant-Colonel H. C. S. 
Gregory, also visited us on the same day? 

The troubles in Brunei have not left the Regiment unaffected. 
Most of the Signal effort has been provided by 248 Squadron, 
but we have sent individual reinforcements, some of whom 
went for " a few days " to " look over the situation " — s i x weeks 
ago. T o date the Commanding OflScer is the only one to have 
returned. 

We offer our congratulations to W.O.I Kagbir Pun and 
W.O.II Birbahadur Ale on their promotion to Queen's Gurkha 
Officers. T h e commissioning ceremony was performed by 
Colonel H. C. Pulley, O.B.E., M.C.. Colonel Brigade of Gurkhas, 
on 24th January, 1963. W e were sorry to say goodbye to Colonel 
Deva Bickrum Rana, Nepalese Liaison Officer, who has been 
a good friend of the Regiment. 

2 1 s t R E G I M E N T 

Another month has flown by and for us, like all other units 
in this part of the world, it has been a very white one. N o 
sport and little outdoor training has been possible. T h e main 
excitement of the month has been the culmination in " Rosen-
montag " of the pre-Lent carnival period for the German Roman 
Catholics of the Rhine Valley. This period of carnival starts 
at eleven minutes past eleven on the eleventh day of the 
eleventh month (November) and ends on the Monday before 
Ash Wednesday. T h e real origin of this carnival period appears 
to be lost in time, but is associated with the number 11, which 
the Germans associated with humorous and foolish idiocy. How-
ever, the Regiment, on behalf of R.A.F., Laarbruch, were asked 
to prepare and man a float for the local carnival procession in 
Goch. T h e R.A.F. kindly lent us a tractor with a large trailer 
and assisted generously with materials. T h e main work was 
carried out by our L .A.D. , under Sergeant Licence, with assist-
ance from our draughtsmen and drivers. T h e result (see 
picture) was extremely creditable and was well received by 
the German people watching the procession. T h e float man-
aged to throw l i cwt. of sweets to the children as it drove 
through the town. Fortunately the Station Commander paid 
for the siweets, which N A A F I provided at very reduced rates. 

During the last three months, I Squadron has been running 
three^week military proficiency courses, and are now on their 
fourth course. They are proving very popular, apart from be-
ing extremely successful. In addition, the Regiment has been 
able to send a number of soldiers on ski-ing courses at Silber-
hutte, and on five-week German Colloquial Courses at the 
Education Centre at Hohne. 

Project work was enlivened at Laarbruch recently, when one 
of the R.A.F. Alsation guard dogs managed to put to route an 
airfield working party. T h e abuse poured on the dog-handler 
was quite in keeping with the best traditions of a lineman. 

2 2 » f l R E G I M E N T 

One of the unusual jobs given our Radio Squadron in 
February was that of " Autobahn Security Communications " 
for the Russian General Yakubowski, the Soviet Army C.-in-C. 
in Eastern Germany. He was to be the guest of B.A.O.R. for 
two days. 

On Sunday, 24th February, radio detachments moved to 
locations stretching from Bielefeld to Helmstadt on the East/ 
West border. They knew they were going to be in position for 
four days—in sub zero temperatures. The system was proved 
on Monday and later in the day detachments assisted their 
farmer hosts in celebrating " Rosen Montag." On 26th February, 
General Yakubowski arrived at the Helmstadt checkpoint dead 
on time, and the news was flashed to Corps H.Q. A Russian 
Guard of Honour bid him farewell on the eastern side, and 
General Pearson, commanding the ist Division, greeted him on 
the western side. After a short meeting everyone got into their 
cars and the well escorted convoy mads off at high speed for 
Bad Oyenhausen. It was our job to reoort progress en route. 
A t Bad O, a rest area had been organised for the Generals to 
" w a s h and brush up." We heard (in spite of Press comment) 
that the Soviet Commander was most impressed with the 
luxurious fitting of the caravan in which he was entertained. 
A t Bielefeld, General Yakubowski was met by the C.-in-C. 
Rhine Army and R.A.F. Germany, and inspected a Guard of 
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Honour from both the Royal Horse Guards and the R.A.F., 
followed by beating of Retreat by massed bands. Having been 
entertained in Bielefeld, the Soviet Ck)mmander left for Bunde 
in the evening. Radio detachments covered him the whole way. 
On Wednesday the General returned to East Germany via 
Wolfenbuttel, where he lunched with the Queen's Dragoon 
Guards. 

There was a delay in arrival at the East/West border, 
and Captain T . E. D . Baxter, with the aid of an interpreter, 
was able to aUay the fears of the Soviet Guard of Honour 
Commander by keeping him in touch by our radio cover as to 
exactly where his General was. 

Before crossing the Iron Curtain, General Pearson presented 
the Soviet Commander with a photograph albiun memento of 
his visit and bid him goodbye. T h e final s i ^ a l of Exercise 
" Popoff " informed our staff (and probably theirs) that General 
Yakubowski had returned to East Germany. We had him 
covered by radio the whole time he was on the road in Western 
Germany. 

H.Q. I (B.R.) Corps has caused deep depression in our Air 
Support Squadron, 244. By ordering the removal of all tac and 
formation signs on vehicles, no longer will the Red Hand of 
Ulster be seen in Signal Units. A link with the origin of A.S.S.U. 
has been lost, and we are sure all readers who have served with 
A.S.S.U. will feel the loss equally. Perhaps some of the original 
wartime members could tell us how the Red Hand was chosen 
for the Unit? In the present Squadron there are many con-
flicting versions! In any case 244 Squadron don't intend that 
the sign shall be forgotten, as they are ordering wall plaques 
and hoping to have a suitable tie made. 

T h e moment of truth has dawned in 2 Squadron; their first 
batch of Radio Operator recruits are in the throes of taking 
their trade tests. The trainees are taking it in their stride, but 
the instructors appear to have taken on the role of expectant 
fathers! T h e Squadron now has a Field Training Troop, and 
the aim is to have the radio vehicles loaded for war so that final 
training is realistic. 

W e have lost two old members of the Corps during the past 
month. Both W.O.II (S.S.M.) " J e r r y " Blake and Sergeant 
(S.Q.M.S.) " Stan " Harding have completed their time and are 
shortly leaving the Army, " J e r r y " Blake to do some market 
gardening, and " S t a n " Harding to emigrate to Australia. 
Well done, to years of faithful service, and good luck in the 
future. 

Late extra. Our soccer team has met its match at last. In 
the first defeat of the season, the team lost to the loth Hussars 
in the final of the 4th Division Cup. We were beaten by a better 
side, and sadly missed the three or four members demobilised 
at Christmas time. 

21th I l E l i l M K X T 

T h e next craze to find its way to make our life so happy 
is " Extra Mural Activities." It seems a queer thing that 
this has coincided with the unusually high birthrate in the unit. 
Is it thought that the Cadre really need these activities and not 
the trainees, as we are supposedly told. Besides, haven't they 
heard of National Productivity year. 

I Squadron . Unfortunately we have had to say good-
bye to Major and Mrs. Fordyce, who have gone to Germany. 
There are a number of wives who will miss their afternoon 
teas because of this. 

Major Evans has taken over command of i Squadron and 
still retains the chair of Second-in-Command. 

Congratulations to Major Ashton on his promotion. 

ni!ii|tl:iy T e a m . T h e Display T e a m are really getting 
" with i t " under their new commander. Captain Williams. 
Three months' trials and cross-country have ended and there 
were the usual spills and falls, happily not seen in the arena. 

T h e snow has hampered training considerably, and many 
passers-by would not have guessed that the party clearing the 
snow from the main square was in fact the Display Team. And 
many now query the fact of " T h e T e a m " doing work. But 
seriously, one can pity them, for no sooner had they cleared 
the square, than down came the snow again and once more 
snow-boards were pushed across the tarmac. 

Training with the B.S.A. is completed and the luxury of the 
new Triumphs is now felt—there are those who disagree. T h e 
Press Show is to be held on 25th April, and we are told that 
there is a new routine, with a new type of ride. 

!l S q u i i i l r o i i . They are at it again. Just because they 
marched back from the ranges ( l o j miles), they think they are 
the only ones capable of marching, the truth is they need 
the practice. Incidentally, at the ranges not a shot was fired 
because of visibility: do they allow a little morning mist to 
worry them? 

They welcome Captain M. O. N. Bird as Administrative 
Officer and hope that his stay is memorable. 

Just recently an officer found his way to Kensington Scicnce 
Museum, and his attention was held by a teleprinter listed as 
used during 1932-46. Back in the Training School he compared 
the 7B teleprinter with what he had seen. They were identical. 
N o comment. 

W . R . A . C . It is alleged that we are the weaker sex, but 
we defy any male unit to prove this. As we trudge through the 
snow in Wellington boots and long greatcoats with collars 
up and heads down, we can't help wondering if the local 
residents even mistake us for the Gestapo. 

As for being weak women, it is nothing to see girls armed 
with shovels chipping away at snow and ice in the middle 
of a snowstorm or to see a frail young thing struggling along 
dragging a jerrycan of kerosene behind her. Slipping and 
breaking one's neck has been less of a hazard than passing the 
local school. The sight of our green uniforms seems to change 
the most angelic child into a maniac. Our answer to their 
snowballs is to threaten to swipe the little beggars around the 
ear with our handbags—it we catch them. 

T h e weather brought other complications. For instance the 
plumbing froze. There is not one girl here who will ever take 
such a simple thing as plumbing for granted again. T h e 
agonies we suffered. May we add, not only mentally. It won't 
happen again; we will sit up all night and breathe on the 
cistern, if necessary. During this unfortunate period we had 
hopes that the School would have to close down, but un-
fortunately our senior ranks are very determined people, and 
so, regardless of all hardships we had to " Press on regardless." 
Besides we would never admit defeat before the men of 24th 
Regiment. 

We are still doing our best to turn out Signal tradeswomen 
and, in fact, we are very proud of our trade. W e feel a little 
sentimental when we see our squad hoarding a train and depart-
ing into the big world; after having them for 12 weeks you 
regard them as your family. Then a few weeks later we 
feel a little sick when we hear that they have been posted to 
the mysterious East with all its warmith and sunshine, cheap 
drink and cigarettes. T h e green tinge you see on our faces 
is not the results of a night out, it's purely envy. 

Despite all this, believe it or not, we have a strenuous training 
programme. But even this produces a laugh at times. One 
definition of Royal Signals, given by one of the more imagina-
tive pupils was (quote) " This is a service which is used for 
delivering messages swiftly. Some of the men sit in tanks and 
use radio sets receiving and sending messages. Royal Signals 
also fight on the front line." Another trainee gave the follow-
ing answer for the definition of the Royal Engineers: " T h e y 
look after themselves and interfere with others." We wonder 
if she was talking from experience. Let us hasten to add that 
all our laughs do not come from the girls. It is sorrowful duty 
once in a while to teach the men switchboard operating. It is 
most interesting monitering their conversations, but we will 
spare your blushes (and theirs) by keeping it a dark secret. A 
male sergeant once said, in our hearing, that men were more 
inteUigent than women. If only he had been with us that day 
in the exchange when one signalman put a plug in each ear 
and gave himself an electric shock through his head. But 
where would we be without the men—^bless them! 

During the recent cold spell we were very grateful to them 
for lighting our fires in the morning. So perhaps we are better 
off letting the opposite sex believe they are superior. 

On reflection, perhaps they are; the speed with which they 
get from School across to the canteens for N A A F I break leaves 
us mere women rooted to the spot. Standing in the queue be-
hind fifty or more men is no joke, espeoially when you find 
the end of the queue is outside in the snow. T h e instructors' 
tapes are definitely not for being first in the N A A F I queue, as 
is sometimes said. 

We are conscious of the honour in being allowed a chance to 
have our say in THE WIRE. We feel rather like the suffragettes 
must have felt when .they went to the polls. Are you men really 
taking us seriously at last? A word of warning, gentlemen. N o w 
our foot is in the door you will find it difficult to get rid of 
us . . . 
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30th Regiment 

Readers may remember 
that our notes for March 
promised a photo of Captain 
D. S. Keeoh's new inter-
national Flying Dutchman 
class dinghy. The accom-
panying photograph shows 
the, as yet uncompleted, 
dinghy on the stocks in the 
unit boatbuilding shed. I 
hope that our next photo-
graph of this craft will show 
it racing at Loosdrecht, 
Holland, in the Indicator 
Trials for Flying Dutchman, 
at Easter. 

On the week-end 23rd/ 
24th February, the Regi-
ment took part in Civil De-
fence exercise " Extra Cover 
I." One hundred and fifty 
men of the Regiment in the 
form of a mobile column, 
under Captain D. H. Briggs, 
deployed to a derelict camp 

L ' Lulworth on Saturday, 
r <, 23rd February- Most of the 
'J ' • v ' ^ m S ^ ^ m ^ K ^ ^ ^ K B t day was utilised for first aid, 

N.C.B. fire fighting and light 
rescue lectures and demon-
strations. For many of us 
the experience of sleeping 
in unheated accommodation 
with only four blankets, in 
fifteen degrees of frost, was 
a novel experience. It was 
almost a pleasure to get out 
of bed and get moving again 
on the Sunday morning. 
Fifty men of the column 
supplied the casualties for 
the Civil Defence authorities 

and were despatched to Poole, Old Town, where they repre-
sented a thousand trapped and wounded in an area devastated 
by nuclear attack. To add to realism, an unoccupied slum area 
awaiting demolition was used and the casualties lay in grotesque 
heaps, often covered with debris and smeared with red paint. 

'Aie remainder of the column was ordered by radio to report 
to the Civil Defence Area Control at the Municipal Buildings, 
Poole. At 10.00 hours we were briefed to report to the Sector 
Post in Market Street, Poole. On arrival, each of the column's 
three platoons took a different sector and, assisted by Civil 
Defence heavy rescue and ambulance teams, quickly located 
ihc first casualties. For the next two hours doors and windows 
were battered down and willing victims despatched to the 
waiting ambulances. At one stage we ran out of stretchers, 
but in the approved method of improvisation, a few doors 
were soon made available and the remaining heavily-bandaged 
signalmen, wearing labels describing their horrible wounds, were 
finally removed; much to the relief of the rescuers, who found 
the exercise extremely hard and tiring work. Poole Women's 
Voluntary Service contributed to the exercise by preparing 
hot tea and 200 cooked meals, which we helped to eat. 

The rescue operations were given coverage by both the Press 
and Southern Area Television, and many members of the 
Regiment and their families were able to see our enthusiastic 
efforts from the comfort of an armchair placed in front of the 
" box." For most of us it was enjoyable morning and Civil 
Dcfence and Regular Army expressed mutual admiration and 
Kood will. 

THE r.oni>s iiAivn 
It is a long, long time since the Corps Band has had its 

own space in THE WIRE for its personal jottings; in fact our 
newly-appointed Band Sergeant-Major, Mr. Lee, cannot re-
oill ever having seen a Band page in the Corps Journal, and 
he has been with us for many years. It is, therefore, with 

CIVIL DEFENCE EXERCISE — EXTRA 
COVER 

Corporal Phippard on stretcher being 
lowered f rom Ist f loor window 

\Photo by courtesy of "Evening Echo 
Bournemouth "] 

V i e w o f t h e B o a t S h e d , 30th R e g i m e n t s h o w i n g F l y i n g D u t c h m a n 

C l a s s d i n g h y u n d e r c o n s t r u c t i o n o n t h e r i g h t . 

considerable pleasure that we shall include our copy in order 
that our many friends throughout the Corps will be able to 
learn of some of our doings. 

To begin with, February has been for the Band, a month of 
hard work, but with eventual rewards. 

A visit, over the first week-end in the month, by the 
Light Orchestra and Fanfare Team to the Royal Military 
College of Science in Shrivenham (where it was observed that 
all clocks appear to operate anti-clockwise), was followed by 
a week of intensive rehearsal in preparation for an audition 
on the 8th with Mr. Harry Mortimer, O.B.E., the well-known 
brass and military band conductor and adjudicator, and head of 
the B.B.C. Band Broadcasts Division. 

Occasioned by the rule that bands, when being conducted by 
a new Director of Music must audition prior to a first broad-
cast, this audition was held in the Officers' Club in Catterick. 
Its result is that the Band recorded its first broadcast under 
new management before an audience of officers and their ladies 
on 14th March. 

Speaking of the new Director of Music, Captain C. H. Pike, 
has been with us for a full year now, and without actually re-
ferring to him as a " new broom," there has been a consider-
able amount of " sweeping clean." Thorough and intensive 
practice has been Captain Pike's watchword, and the results are 
gratifying. His introduction of new American band arrange-
ments has proved a popular move, and I think it can be truth-
fully said that few ipersons in the Band have not benefited 
musically from " the Guard's " attentions. 

We now have our own social club in the Band, with a 
games room (including the dear old " military band room") 
containing writing tables, lounge chairs and a dart board— 
oh!—and, of course, the inevitable P.R.I, issue paintings. For 
the older soldier such as Staff Sergeant (Andy) Anderson, who 
tends to miss his jungle warfare days, a touch of hanging 
foliage has been added by Lance-Corporal Saunders. We are 
still waiting for a half-size billiards table which was kindly 
promised by one of the chaps in the Band, but it hasn't yet 
materialised (musician " X " please note!). 

Junior Musician Peter ("Flash") Quick is making quite a 
name for himself hiring and showing at Kemmel library films 
(mostly blood-curdling " X " Certificate, and of limited appeal, 
except to those of iron constitution). This scheme of his is 
most ambitious and we wish him every success; it is, after all, 
the only way he can get to see films of this nature, as he 
wouldn't be allowed in at proper cinemas! 

Mr. Marsh (affectionately known by all as Hector) has left 
us now and gone into blissful retirement in the Band's second 
home, Eastbourne, taking with him the inevitable but much-
deserved inscribed clock. We wish him well in what ever he 
intends to do. He might finish up in Harley Street—I under-
stand this is becoming fashionable for ex^band personnel. 

Before I close, I should mention the latest additions to our 
ranks—Musician Lambert, who, having left 24th Regiment, 
where he was a telegraph operator, has joined our trombone 
fraternity, and Junior Musicians Todd and Poole, Band 
Sergeants of tomorrow, perhaps? We welcome them to the 
Band and wish them a pleasant stay. 

One last word—should there be anyone who remembers 
Malcolm Binns, a pianist in the Band a few years ago, they 
might be interested to know that he has just made his first 
record, an L P of Debussy favourites, which compares favourably 
with performances by more well-known pianists. Remember 
that name, this lad is going places! 
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"Yes Sergeant" 
11th REOIMENT 

" Of course we're going to sleep in it, you didn't think we 
came all the way out here to admire the scenery, did you?" 

" No, Sergeant." 
" Now hurry up and get those tents unloaded!" Thus the 

obliging Sergeant straightened out a point that had been worry-
ing an apprehensive and slightly bewildered recruit. He had 
just seen the camp-sites—or rather the blanket of snow covering 
the camp site, and he was beginning to realise that his worst 
fears about the Army were about to be confirmed. He could 
usually enjoy a good joke as well as the next man, but this 
he felt was taking things a bit too far. 

Briefly recalling the many reasons that had induced him to 
sign on the dotted line, he couldn't remember any of them 
being an opportunity of camping out in arctic conditions. How-
ever under the firm guidance and friendly persuasion of the 
many N.C.O.s that seemed to lurk in the most unlikely places, 
he duly put away his sandwiches and helped the others to 
unload. 

Adventure Training had started, and to the eager recruits, 
this was what they had been waiting for. Whether they were 
going to enjoy it or not they didn't know. Going on Adventure 
Training was one thing—enjoying it was another! It would be 
an experience, certainly, and one that would do them some 
good. (The principle being that if anything is sufficiently un-
pleasant it must be doing some good.) 

After having hammered his peg into the ground for the sixth 
time, only to be told by yet another N.C.O. to: " Take it out 
again and put it over there by that tree stump," he wondered 
why, if this is what Recruits always did, there were still any 
Recruits. He anchored the peg, and, lighting a cigarette, sur-
veyed the half-erected camp site. A scene closely resembling 
the Retreat from Moscow, or Dunkirk before the " little ships " 
arrived, met his eyes. There was chaos and confusion every-
where, with ant-like bodies scurrying about, gesticulating figures 
with stripes on their arms. Everything seemed to be happening 
at once, and if a tent was put up once, it was put up three 
times before finally coming to rest in the original position. 
Plunging back into the melee he joined the urgent, bustling 
throng, and suddenly it was all finished and the camp was ready. 

For the majority of the Recruits on the exercise this was a 
completely new experience. Indeed for some it was the first 
time they had ventured out of the asphalt jungle of the big 
cities. The first time they had seen the open and uncluttered 
fields of the Yorkshire countryside. The first time they had 
breathed clear fresh air into their lungs. No wonder, then, 
that for some this was to be an unforgettable experience and 
a turning point in their lives. They were going to feel new 
strains on their bodies, experience new emotions and discover 
and develop latent talents. 

But more preparation had still to be done: 
" C a n you play cards, laddie?" 
"Yes , Sergeant." 

" The Ruddy A r m y 

The two drawings were done two months ago by the father 
of one of our recruits after the young soldier Sad described to 
his father what took place on Adventure Training. 

How strange all the training seems, when seen through 
different eyes! 

" Well go over to that truck, draw those spades, and clear 
the snow off that area there!" 

" Yes, Sergeant." 
He wondered at what stage in his Army career he would be 

allowed to make facetious remarks and have everyone say 
" Yes, Sergeant" to him. Not yet, anyway. A strident voice 
inviting him to have lunch shoo!< him out of his day dream. 

After finishing his meal, he went off to find his kit and try 
and make up a bed in preparation for his firs.t night's sleep 
in the great outdoors. He had been shown how to do this before 
coming out, but it seemed such a complicated process he was 
sure he would strangle himself during the night, or stab him-
self to death with one of the many pins. He thought he could 
make a much better job of it; all it needed was a bit of thought 

The training sessions that followed were lost in a confusion of 
physical exhaustion, mental anguish and spiritual castigation. 
He climbed mountains, ran down hills, struggled up ice-covered 
ditches and jumped over fences. He got cold, wet, hungry and 
lost. He wrestled with a map in a howling gale, squinted into a 
compass, took innumerable bearings, and wondered how anyone 
in the Army ever found their way about. He could never 
remember being quite so tired before, or quite so miserable. 
Why did it have to happen to him? 

" I've seen healthier looking things crawl out from under a 
flat stone!" 

" Y e s , Sergeant." 
" If I looked anything like you lot I'd throw myself away and 

start again!" 
" Y e s , Sergeant." 
" Now, to get a big appetite for breakfast and to get the 

blood moving in your possible little veins, we're going to do 
some P.T. You're going to enjoy that, aren't you?" 

" Yes, Sergeant." He wondered what degree of sadism you 
had to have before becoming a Sergeant. 

And then a stage of the training was reached when a curious 
thing started to happen. They found they were starting to 
enjoy themselves. Tliey no longer felt tired and miserable, 
and no longer wished for instant and complete extinction. 
Their movements became brisker, and no longer required 
frequent exhortation to overcome their inertia. They took a 
keener interest in whatever they were doing. The feeling was 
infectious and quickly spread throughout the Troop. They 
became anxious to be off and ont to something new: They were 
going to learn or bust in the attempt: 

" If that idiot can read a map, then so can I." 
They soon learned how to look after themselves and the dis-

comfort diminished. They no longer emerged from their tents 
in the mornings looking like drowned rats. They managed to 
acquire a knack of doing things, and learned that the " Army 
w a y " of going about something was not necessarily the most 
complicated or arduous. They even began to realise that the 
vociferous Sergeant sometimes talked sense, and was usually 
right in his advice. This was a major breakthrough and a 
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turning point in the whole exercise. Of course, life still had its 
complications. 

" Now look, you clot, I'll show you once more, and you'd 
better get it rightjhis time." 

" Y e s , Sergeant." 
" I have never ever seen such a half-baked crowd of raving 

lunatics as you lot. My two-year-old daughter can do it better 
than any of you." 

And so it continued, until even the mighty Sergeant was 
forced to admit, somewhat grudgingly, that they might, possibly, 
just be as good as his daughter. Since they were convinced 
the Sergeant's daughter was likely to be Britain's first female 
Prime Minister, if her present rate of progress continued, they 
took this as praise of the highest order. 

But soon it was time to pack up and go back home. Back 
to the more Regimental atmosphere of the Barracks and the 
more restricted limits of the training programme. 

It was with mixed feelings that they put everything away and 
climbed into the waiting coaches. They were conscious of 
having done something worthwhile, and of benefitting in some 
abstract, indefinable way. They had done things they were not 
going to forget in a hurry, and in many cases they had surprised 
themselves with what they had achieved. Perhaps life in the 
Army was not going to be too bad after all! 

" Now sing, you horrible lot, and show the O.C. how much 
you enjoyed yourselves!" 

"Yes , Sergeant." 

Bahrain to London by Car 
BY LIEUTENANT W . A . PRICE 

On the 18th of October last year a red Renault Dauphine 
car swung for a moment in a net high above the dockside in 
Bahrain. Then the winches screamed discordantly and it settled 
safely down on to the deck of the Royal Mail Ship Daressa, 
bound for Iran. 

Nearly six months before, our Dental Officer, Captain M. R. 
H. Walpole, R.A.D.C., had asked me to accompany him on a 
drive to England. He was to finish his National Service and be 
released locally and I was to take my full leave to do the 
journey. 

We planned to spend about thirty-five days on the trip and 
we were going to use a route that the Automobile Association 
had sent us, through the following countries: Iran, Turkey, 
Greece, Italy, Switzerland and France. Having got the majority 
of the pai>er work for the journey under way, we had then to 
think of camping equipment for we wished to keep the cost of 
the journey down by avoiding hotels until necessary. A tent 
was designed and the local camp tailor was contracted to sew 
it together. Cooking pots and a primus stove were then pur-
chased and we were r̂ eady for the final packing of the car brfore 
the ofiF. We were taking by way of car spares only the obvious 
things such as fan belts, sparking plugs, bulbs and other small 
items. The car had an extensive tool kit and we thought that a 
modem car should do five thousand miles without major faults. 
The tyres were examined and found to be in good repair so we 
merely took a puncture outfit and, as will be seen later, were 
very glad of it. On the day before we were due to sail we took 
the loaded car down to the new Bahrain jetty and left it in 
customs overnight. We joined the ship the next morning and 
Daressa cast off at dusk bound up the Gulf via Kuwait to Iran. 

The cruise up to the head of the Gulf was very pleasant, 
lasting three days. The ship dropped anchor at Khorramshahr 
and we went ashore to find that we could not get the car cleared 
through customs until the next day. Accordingly we made our 
way to the British Consulate to ask for assistance and our way 
was made smooth for us by the Vice Consul who very kindly 
entertained us that evening at his home. 

We set off the next morning bound for the unknown. The 
roads once we had left the towns were very bad, bein^ mainly 
loose rock and gravel surfaces which were dusty and made 
slow going. These conditions were aggravated by the huge 
trucks which thundered along, carrying with them large clouds 
of dust. The people were very friendly and most mornings 
we would look out of our tent and find one or two peasants 
watching us with wide eyes and open mouths. During the 

days we would purchase bread and fruit for our luncheon and 
we had a great deal of fun trying to make ourselves understood. 
Often we would stop at a bread shop and find that before we 
had entered the premises a large crowd of children and adults 
had appeared from out of the blue to watch us. 

Our way took us through the beautiful town of Shiraz and on 
to Isfahan where we stayed one night at a hotel and spent the 
next day sightseeing. Then we motored on to the capital, 
Teheran, and paid a brief visit to the British Embassy before 
going on again through Kazrin and Tabriz to the Turkish 
border. 

Formalities at the joint customs were quickly over and we 
drove into Turkey with the wonderful snow-capped vista of 
Mount Ararat away to our right hand side. 

We were going through Erzerum to the Black Sea coast at 
Trabzon thence along the coast road to Samsun and south to 
Ankara, the new capital of Turkey, before turning west to the 
gateway of Europe—Istanbul. The road surfaces were only 
marginally better here but we were destined to travel on more 
metalled roads the nearer we came to Europe, so we did not 
mind. 

Everywhere we went in Turkey the Army was in evidence 
and the soldiers looked very capable and quite smart. Traffic 
direction and control was completely done by soldiers and in 
every village there was a small Army post. The Black Sea coast 
was very picturesque and the people very friendly. In Iran 
we had been taken for Americans but here everyone thought 
we were German and our smattering of that language proved 
very useful. 

Up until now our motoring had been completely trouble free 
but shortly after we entered Turkey our tyres began to give up 
the ghost and punctures occurred with ever increasing rapidity. 
There was no help for it but to purchase a new set as we still 
had over half the journey to do. This was a very unexpected 
bit of bad luck but we both felt easier in our minds when we 
eventually discovered a shop with the right size tyres and duly 
fitted them on. 

We came then to Ankara the capital and found it of little 
interest to tourists such as we and so we pushed on to Istanbul 
where we spent two happy days sightseeing in this the ancient 
capital of the old Ottoman Empire. 

Leaving Istanbul on a clear, sunny morning, we headed west 
for the Greek border at Edirne. The roads had been metalled 
for some time now and our daily mileage was nearly doubled. 
Camping was now uncomfortably cold and we decided that 
from now on we should seek hotel accommodation every night. 

From the border we drove down to the coast and following 
a good, well-made road, reached Athens in three days. Here 
we booked our passage to Brindisi in Italy and then found a 
hotel. We decided that the best way to see the city would be 
to go on a conducted coach tour and, feeling like American 
tourists, we ' did ' Athens in a day. 

We left Piraeus, the port of Athens, on the motor vessel 
Kolokotronis and after passing through the Corinth Canal we 
were caught in a violent Mediterranean storm during which, to 
avoid being very sick, we were forced to huddle cold and wet 
on the deck for nearly eight hours. When the ship docked at 
Brindisi we were completely exhausted and as soon as we had 
found a hotel and eaten a good meal we retired to bed thankful 
that Italy was not afloat. 

Journeying on the next day, we drove through Foggia and 
headed for Naples. The roads were very good and we made 
good time. The weather, which until now had been perfect, 
now turned against us and we reached Rome in pouring rain. 
Two days later and very much wetter we had seen our fill of 
Rome in the rain and drove northways along the west coast to 
Milan. There was evidence of minor flooding on the way and 
we decided to press on for Switzerland as quickly as possible 
before the alpine passes were closed. 

When we arrived at the Swiss border we found that the 
Simplon Pass was unfit for cars and of necessity we took the 
car-carrying train through the Simplon Tunnel to Beme. We 
were now running very short of travellers cheques and there-
fore decided to cut down our sightseeing through the mundane 
regions of Switzerland and France and head for home. Our 
journey from Switzerland across France to Le Touquet was 
unpleasant for the weather was now very cold and heavy rain 
interspersed with sleet fell almost nonstop. 

The Channel Airbridge Service run by Silver City Airways 
is fast and the planes are quite frequent. We arrived at Lydd 
Airport in Kent at about two o'clock and after the most gruelling 
customs check of the journey left on the last lap to London. 
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In all the journey had lasted thirty days, covered five thousand 
five hundred miles and passed through sdx different countries 
and during this time we had not stopped once due to mechanical 
fault. 

It was a very wonderful experience and one which I would 
repeat again tomorrow given half a chance. 

Outposts of Empire 
(Continued) 

by A Brave Man 
The Editor has asked for something different in the way of 

articles for THE WIRE, and it has occurred to me that nothing 
is more " different" than life in the recruiting organisation, so 
here goes. 

I answered Records' plea for volunteers in late 1960, and, 
after being advised to think again by the Adjutant and sub-
jected to a searching " third-degree" by the S.P.S.O., I 
arrived in Sheflfield in March 1961. The first few weeks after 
my arrival were the most bewildering I have ever experienced. 
Never before had I fully appreciated the difference between a 
soldier and a civilian, and never before had I been thrown 
into the middle of a swamp with orders to find gold! One 
senior officer told me that I was doing a " vital job for the 
C o r p s " (his very words), and my morale is still boosted by 
those words. Of course, no one told me how to get recruits— 
in fact no one knows. Even after two years' experience of the 
job, I couldn't pretend to teach anyone how to do it. It is one 
of those things you must learn to do for yourself—like walking. 

Sheffield has a population of just over half-a-million, of 
which just under a hundred have joined the Royal Signals 
during the past two years. A lot of blood, sweat and tears (the 
latter being of the entreaty variety) has been expended to obtain 
this result, because, believe me, being a Recruiter isn't the 
sinecure people outside the organisation appear to think it is. 
Mind you, I am not complaining. The job is interesting and re-
warding. Skills are demanded which one never thought one 
possessed, to persuade the average young man that life outside 
the Corps just isn't worth living. 

And that is just one side of it. Having found one's man 
and persuaded him that his greatest ambition is to be a 
Signalman, one must discover whether he is the right man for 
the Corps. This involves digging into his mind more thoroughly 
than a psychiatrist. A diploma in head-shrinking would come 
in very useful. So far, as far as I know, I have only made 
one mistake. He didn't last very long, as was pointed out to 
me rather forcefully on one visit to Catterick. 

Another part of the job is touring the district, visiting 
potential recruits and their parents. I know Sheffield better 
than I know my home town. But wooing loving parents de-
mands an entirely different approach from that used when 
tackling the lad himself in the sanctity of the Army Informa-
tion Office, especially if grandad was in Poona in the year dot. 

Publicity is vital, and entails talking barbers and other well-
disposed i>eople into exhibiting hanging cards and pamphlets, 
and finding poster sites. And if you can place a poster 
accurately in a force five gale without getting smothered in 
paste, you're a better man than I am, luv. 

Which brings me to another point—one must learn the 
language. When I first came here, I was under the impression 
that the natives weren't quite normal. I mean—men calling each 
other " luv "—wel l , it's not quite nice, is it? However, I know 
better now. " L u v " means mate; a " gennel" is an alley; 
" wait on " means " hold on a tick," and " ugh " (it sounds like 
that, anyway) can mean anything. 

Trying to find a street in an outlying village can be quite 
exciting. Locals never use points of the compass or con-
ventional measurements of distance in giving directions. Pubs 
are used as focal points, and one is told to turn off at the 
" Wheatsheaf," for instance, although no one ever says whether 
left or right. One dear old fellow, after giving me a detailed 
account his adventures with the N t h Regiment of Foot in 
eighteen hundred and ninety-something, assured me that there 
was no such road as the one I was after. A name plate on a 
house a hundred yards on showed that we were actually on it! 

There certainly is variety in the job. And, despite all the 
disappointments — a major hurdle is the recruits' medical 
examination—it is a satisfying one. 

BY APPOINTMENT TO HER MAJESTY THE QUEEN 
GOLDSMITHS & CROWN JEWELLERS, 
GARRARD & CO. LTD. 

R O Y A L S I G N A L S 

9 ct. gold and enamel 
Home £7.5.0 
Export £6.5.0 

R O Y A L S I G N A L S 

9 ct. gold and enamel 
Home £6.7.6 

Export £5.10.0 

T H E B A D G E O F Y O U R C O R P S 

In gold and enamel or set w i t h 

precious stones, a badge b r o o c h is 

a gift o f lasting c h a m i . H e r e 

is a p iece o f j e w e l l e r y w h i c h is 

always appropriate and always 

in per fect taste. W r i t e n o w f o r 

details to o u r military department. 

GARRARD & CO. LTD. Crown Jewellers 

1 1 2 R r C E N T S T R E I T - L O N D O N . W . l 
Telephone: R E G E N T 7020 (11 lines) 
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Presentat ion by M a j o r G e n e r a l G . F. U p j o h n , C.B.E. , of t h e Naval 
L . S . G . C . medal t o S e r g e a n t J. B r o w n , R.M. 

Catterick Camp, Royal Marines 
A Mar ine ' s Eye V iew of Life in Catterick Camp 

"Catterick? That's somewhere in Yorkshire, isn't it?" 
This was the question that came suddenly to the mind of most 
of the eight Royal Marines Senior N.C.O.s who, one morning 
last November, found that our present appointments were to 
be terminated in favour of a new one at the n t h Signal 
Regiment, Catterick, early in the New Year. If we were in any 
doubt then, we were certainly left with no doubts when 
we arrived at Richmond station in a raging blizzard, waiting 
for transport to pick us up. We were blamed, of course, for 
bringing the weather with us. Until that time there had been 
very little snow in Yorkshire. Needless to say it has continued 
snowing ever since. We were told that it is like Dartmoor up 
here. Well, it probably is, but so far no one has seen Mother 
Earth this year. 

On arrival at the Warrant Officers' and Sergeants' Mess, we 
were greeted at first with a certain amount of reserve, which 
rapidly dispersed after the first couple of pints. We were 
told that we would be living in " Virgin Villas." Any thoughts 
of young maidens were soon dispelled when we were told that 
the " Villas " were the original quarters of young subalterns 
during the 1914-18 War—hence the name! A Lance Corporal, 
who we beilieve has been here since that time, fixed us up 
with cabins. They call them " bunks " here, but we firmly 
insist that the word is " cabin," and now it is gradually catch-
ing on. Likewise, " stand-easy " is gradually taking the place 
of " N A A F I break," and " a quiet run ashore" is all the 
fashion now. 

We are now firmly established, and have more or less taken 
over weapon training. At otir first mess meeting we were 
officially welcomed by the R.S.M. reading the whole of Rudyard 
Kipling's " Soldier and Sailor too " to the assembled company. 
A lot of research had obviously gone into this, but naturally, 
we shaU never hear the last of it 1 

On Friday, ist March, the General Officer Commanding, 
Yorkshire Distria, Major-General G. F. Upjohn, C.B.E., visited 
the Regiment. One of the many items on his busy programme 
that day was the presentation of the Naval Long Service and 
Good Conduct Medal to Sergeant J. Brown, R.M., which 
took place during the Pass-Off Parade of 9 and 10 Recruit 
Training Troops. This was a fitting finale to the first 
two months in Catterick Group, R.M., and an unusual 
ceremony to be held in Catterick. 

S T A M P COIXECTORS 
THE JUNIOR LEADERS REGIMENT has restarted 

its Philatelist Club and will be most grateful to 
receive stamps from all Regiments, Squadrons, 
Detachments serving overseas. 

Amateur radio enthusiasts receive many QSL cards 
with foreign stamps. 

Envelopes containing stamps to please be addressed: 
Philatelist Club, Junior Leaders Regiment, Royal 
Signals, Denbury Camp, Newton Abbot, South Devon. 

O F F I C I A L 

C A R B A D G E 
The badge il lustrated above is the only 
ofFidal car badge for Royal Signals, and is 
obtained from the headquarters of the 
Association, Cheltenham Terrace, Chelsea, 
London. S.W.3. Price £ 1 : IS : 0 

W e understand an unauthorised copy is on 
sale at some retail shops at £2 : 10 : 0 

Book Revieiv 

Bags of Swank 
BY DAVID WALDER 

Published by Hutchinson & Co. Ltd., Great Portland Street, 
London, W . i . This is a delightful novel, pulling a discreet 
snook at Mons Officer Cadet Training Unit. 

All who have experienced the course here, on the way to 
a National Service Commission, or whose sons have been there, 
will delight in this easily-read book. 

The author has designed it as an endeavour to explain, or 
find out—it is not quite clear which—^what makes a soldier tick. 
Or, indeed, what makes soldiers at all!—^because, as he says, 
soldiers are seldom really serious about their own profession. 

That some of the characters are thinly disguised " national" 
figures makes the story more amusing. 
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Brigadier Robinson at 208 
T h e month of January concluded with a visit from Brigadier 

R. H. E. Robinson, O.B.E., E.R.D., C.S.O., F A R E L F , accom-
panied by Lieutenant-Colonel J. C. Qinch, Gurkha Signals, 
C.R. Signals, Malaya. Brigadier Robinson saw just about every-
thing in the Squadron, and also a part of it at loading and 
lashing drills in mock-up aircraft. After lunching with our 
Brigade Commander, Brigadier R. B. Dawson, D.S.O., he had 
a look around Terendak Camp. He also paid a call on Corporal 
and Mrs. Orwin to see the inside of a married quarter and meet 
the family. T h e married quarters in the camp are good, and 
Corporal and Mrs. Orwin would be among the first to agree 
that anyone fortunate enough to get one has nothing to com-
plain about. 

15th February saw the Squadron headed for Brinchang 
Training Camp in the Cameron Highlands for nine days. T h e 
accent was on physical exercise, sport, unarmed combat, visits 
of interest, and a change of air. For the uninitiated, Brinchang 
Camp is approximately 250 miles north of our base, near 
Malacca, and 5,200 feet above sea level. Most members of the 
Squadron climbed to the top of Batu Brinchang (6,664 feet) 
through a fairyland type of jungle, and marched the seven 
miles back by road. Brigade H.Q. Troop had a grand day 
for their climb and map-reading exercise—it rained and the 
mountain top never appeared out of the clouds at all, and it 
was somewhat cold. Wood fires were the order of the night 
as temperatures dropped to 43 °F. (watch out U.K.—this may 
come your way!) . By day temperatures rose to a dry 72°F. 
Most enjoyable league six-a-side football and basketball com-
petitions were held, and many members of the Squadron de-
scended on the nine-hole golf course—the record of lost balls is 
held by Captain I. O. J. Sprackling, who lost seven out of six 
he started with, so either our O.C. or Second-in-Command 
must be minus one too! Another point worthy of note—fresh 
strawberries and cream in February (any volunteers for 
F A R E L F ? ) ! 

Radio Troop have lost one of their stalwart bachelors. 
Corporal Judd went off on leave to Australia to get married 
and, before he left, he promised to go to the Fifth Test match 
and get up to the commentators' box and give us a shout. 
We didn't hear him, but feel he was otherwise engaged! Our 
congratulations and best wishes go to Corporal and Mrs. Judd. 

Our cross-country team did well in the 17 Gurkha Division/ 
O.C.L.F. Minor Units Competition, coming second to 34 Com-
pany G.A.S.C. , but beating certain major units which had better 
remain nameless. Well run. Corporals Coles and Morehouse, 

(Commonwealth) Squadron 

Brigadier R. H. E. Robinson w i t h C o r p o r a l , Mrs. and John O r w i n 
w h e n he visited t h e i r married q u a r t e r s in T e r e n d a k C a m p 

and Signalmen Bridgman, Dickinson, Gardiner, Helliwell, Mills, 
Remmer, Rowlands and Willams. 

Our almost final note this month is one of welcome—to our 
new Wives' Club, which held its first meeting on 21st February. 

R O Y A L SIGIVAI.S, M A L T A 
Visit of Signal Off lc«r - i i i -Chief to Signal 

Units in M a l t a 

T h e visit, from I2th-I5th of February of Major-General 
Swainson to Malta has undoubtedly been the highlight of our 
frost-free winter. As this was a ' working' visit, the fact that it 
was preceded by none of the usual frantic preparations in Units, 
made the occasion so much more pleasant for us and we hope, 
for the S.O.-in-C. Apart from the last frantic changes in pro-
gramme, alternative and alternative alternative programmes, few 

ripples were caused to our normal, smooth tenor of existence. 
Major-General Swainson arrived by air from Cyprus on the 

i2th February and was met at Luqa airport by Lieutenant-
Colonel and Mrs. Clarke before being taken to the residence 
of M a j o r - G e n e r a l T h e L o r d T h u r l o w , C.B., C.B.E., D.S.O., o u r 
G.O.C., where he was to stay throughout the visit. T h e next 
day was occupied by a tight schedule of visits. 

After a brief by C.R. Signals and discussions with the G.O.C., 
the S.O.-in-C. visited the Signal Centre in the bowels of our 
historic H.Q. building, the Auberge de Castille. Here he was 
shown the facilities at the Staffs disposal and met the Traffic 
Officer of 234 Squadron, Captain W. A. Lavers. Continuing 
with 234 Squadron, the C.O.-in-C. then drove to Lintorn 
Barracks where he inspected the Squadron Quarter Guard, 
who, though we say it ourselves, were a credit to their S.S.M., 
W . O . H Molony. A short brief on the Squadron's role and 
activities was followed by coffee in the miniature Mess where 
the General met the officers of the Squadron. During his tour 
of the Unit, the S.O.-in-C. saw Faults Control, which is the 
hub of the cable network of the island, a test, for I.S. purposes, 
of a Helicopter Contact team (home-made), " M " Troop Work-
shops and Mercury Exchange. He also saw our Operator and 
Cable Jointer upgrading courses at work. 

His brief visit to 234 Squadron thus concluded, the S.O.-in-C. 
then drove by way of the scenic coast road to Imtarfa to visit 
235 Squadron. 

T h e evening of the 13th was rounded off by a Cocktail Party 
for Communicators where the S.O.nin-C. was introduced to 
the other Service and civilian communication staffs of the 
island as well as all the Signal officers' wives. 

Lance C o r p o r a l Runza, Squadron t r u m p e t e r in t h e 234 S q u a d r o n 
Q u a r t e r G u a r d , a n s w e r i n g a quest ion on his past serv ice t o t h e 

S O in C . 
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Since our last appearance there are still more new faces—a 
result of the theatre being only a two-year tour of duty. S.S.M. 
McKay has left us for a rest camp somewhere in Scotland, and 
S.S.M. Snell has come to begin his reign of terror. We all 
lament the return to Europe of our erstwhile T.O.T., Captain 
C. Bolton; his place is now filled most ably by Lieutenant 
(T.O.T.) P. Foakes—when he's not in the swimming pool 
making like an otter! 

Another face which is certainly different (we hope) is that of 
Faraday, the new Treble Two mascot, whose cage is at the 
entrance to our Headquarters here at Steamer Point. He is a 
young Yemeni baboon who was captured by the intrepid 
Signalman " Scouse " Newby, on safari in the Khormaksar area. 
The (unit animal trainer, S.Q.M.S. C. Ridley (remember his 
pigeons?), is currently trying to teach Fraday to salute passing 
flag cars. Unfortunately, all the latter has managed up to now 
is a very vulgar piece of mime. 

Recendy we gave the majority of the space available to " B " 
Troop, located in Bahrain. This time, it's " K " Troop's turn. 
They lodge at Khormaksar on the airfield, and here are some 
items of news from them. 

" K " Troop has been very busy for the last three months, 
with a great deal of installation work going on. One of the 
more unusual jobs has been the Servicing Control Network, a 
thirty-line system designed for Hadley teletalks. The correct 
stores were not available, and so three ten-line magneto boards 
were stripped of their outer casing and mounted in a polished 
wooden cabinet. The night alarms were parallelled and 
persuaded to ring a bell (sound sleepers the operators round 
here) and the result was an efficient and very smart switch-
board with almost a nil fault liability. 

Talking about faults, when a telephone had to be replaced at 
the top of Aden's celebrated mountain, Amim Khal, recently. 
Cable Jointer Corporal " B o b " Davidson got the job. Leaving 
the airfield at Kfaormaksar with two toggle ropes and an Alpen-
stock, he returned with the job completed in 22 minutes. As 
the round trip is roughly 15 miles, and there is only a goat track 
up the last few hundred feet, we were a little staggered. The 
resourceful Corporal had been lifted by a helicopter of the 
R.A.F. Search and Rescue team, winched down on to the 
mountain, and—Certa Cito—^we were through! 

A word about our outstations, the most distant of which is 
Salalah. Said by the R.A.F. to be 100 miles from nowhere, 
Salalah is bounded on one side by the desert, and, on the other, 
by the Indian Ocean. The nearest human habitation is the 
small Arab township several miles up coast, where the Sultan 
reigns supreme from his palace and the hands of thieves are 
lopped off and tossed to the dogs. The town is small and 
clean, and the long haired Ginglee warriors there are armed to 
the teeth. 

Two N.C.O.s are attached to this desert staging post, and 
their duties are as varied as anyone's in the Corps. Telephones, 
teletalks, navaids—all need landlines; the stage has to be 
rigged for the next C.S.E. show, a mihtary escort is needed for 
the A.O.C.—such are some of the tasks which fall to "our 
men from Salalah." But food is good, billets are comfortable 
and there's spare time enough to pursue one's ovra hobbies. 

The N.C.O.s posted to such detachments are on their way 
up, and it is found that this type of posting brings out the very 
best in them. Football is the main spon, and when playing 
against the Sultan's Guard the team has got to put on a fair 
display—all the spectators carry rifles! 

Back at Troop H.Q. we offer congratulations to Corporal 
McCleod on his recent congratulatory interview with the A.O.C. 
Congratulations, too, to Junior N.C.O.s Howes and Lennon 
and their wives on the birth of their latest offspring. At least 
someone is taking our plea for reinforcements seriously. 

If you do pick up a posting to Aden and to Treble Two, 
don't despair: we will find you work, sport, laughs and a sincere 
welcome in " K " Troop, Khormaksar. 

General L. L. Lemnitzer, 
S A C V E R inspects 227 
Squadron 

The end of December brought to a close yet another period 
of festive activity and celebration. T o many, no doubt, it's 
conclusion brought a sigh of relief, and this was certainly true 
in the case of those who organised the many festivities that 
took place in 227 Squadron. They had all worked hard and 
achieved much success for their efforts. 

The programme of events for the Christmas period was high-
lighted by the " All Ranks Dinner and Dance" which was 
held in the main dining hall on 17th December. Both dinner 
and dance proved to be a great success with everyone, and 
much praise must go to Corporal Porteous and his ' Gang of 
Assistants'—chosen at random from the other members of the 
Squadron—whose combined efforts in organising, decorating 
the dining hall and arranging the many necessary items for the 
evening's entertainment helped in making the occasion the 

success it was. Members of the ' Kitchen Staff ' must not be 
forgotten; the food provided by them would have made even 
the most experienced chefs mouth water! The guests of honour 
included Major-General McDonald, Lieutenant-Colonel Engel-
brecht (German Army), Major Leonard-Morgan (B.A.C.S.U.) 
and S.S.M. Barnes (U.S. Army). 

Shortly after the new year, a contingent of men from the 
Squadron took part in the ceremonial parade to welcome the 
new iSACUER, General Lemnitzer, whom on taking up his 
new assignment at SHAPE, was visiting Fontainebleau for the 
first time. Unfortunately it was an extremely cold morning 
when General Lemnitzer arrived and each man on parade had 
to endure a bitter wind with the temperature below freezing. 

{Continued on Page 136) 
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Despite such conditions the Squadron gave a commendable 
performance. 

In spite of the busy programme there is still time left for 
sport, and within the Squadron itself a series of Six-a-Side 
Football and Volley Ball matches have been introduced. 
Although the series is at an early stage (only a few matches have 
been played so far), the introduction of such sport has caused 
much enthusiasm among all ranks. Some keen competition is 
forecast between teams during the coming weeks. 

Football has brought us a great deal of success, in spite of 
the Squadron's small size in comparison with the other Allied 
Services in the area, the football team have secured a good 
position in the local Services League. Although the bad con-
ditions have caused havoc with this sport, the few games played 
during January have been victories for the Squadron. Indeed 
they have scored good wins over the Germans and Dutch, both 
of whom hold formidable reputations in the way of football. 
Their most recent success was a two-nil win over the Dutch 
Air Force on 30th January. Individual honour goes to Lance-
Corporal Blyth who has represented the area team on several 
occasions, and has proved himself a very capable forward. 

However, success has been limited in Volley Ball, mainly 
due to the fact that this is a comparatively new game for the 
Squadron. Much of the better volley ball is played on the 
continent and therefore it is not hard to see why our Allies in 
Fontainebleau are so much better than we are. Morale was 
strengthened somewhat when the team gained their first victory 
over the Canadian Air Force in January. This win brought 
much encouragement to the side and the renewed spirit could 
see more victories in the future. 

2 3 5 S Q V A D R O I V 

235 in print again, and to those who with a trembling hand 
anxiously turn page after page in the hope of finding a few fleet-
ing words to remind them of their breathtaking stay 
in Malta with COMCAN—^welcome—to all others, read on. In 
November, 1962, Major G. J. Curl handed over command of 
the Squadron to Major M. W. Pollard. Major Curl spent 
three years with the Squadron, two as Second-in-Command. 
His well-worn inspection tracks will serve as a memorial to all 
time. He may be pleased to learn that the Army (Malta) Rugby 
Team, under the guidance of Lieutenant-Colonel A. J. Clarke, 
won the Inter-Service Rugby Cup, so the traditional influence 
of Royal Signals in rugby in Malta continues, even if the 
presence of Royal Signals' players in the team is not very 
apparent. We wish Major and Mrs. Curl every good fortune 
during their stay at H.Q., Southern Command. 

In January, we had the pleasant task of welcoming the 
first contingent of W.R.A.C. teleprinter operators. They and 
their O.C., Captain K. E. Griffiths, have now settled in and 
are happy in their work. The feminine touch is doing a great 
deal to make life at Imtarfa more pleasant. We are sure that 
they will enjoy their stay in Malta, even though they have had 
to postpone the donning of swimsuits until the summer comes. 

A dance was held on the 14th February to offer official wel-
come and also to enable the " Boys to meet the girls." The 
latter reason we found to be about three weeks too late. 

The Signal Officer-in-Chief, Major-General F. J. Swainson, 
O.B.E., accompanied by Lieutenant-Colonel A. J. Clarke, C.R. 
Signals Malta and Libya, paid the Squadron an official visit 
on 13th February. On arrival he inspected a quarterguard, 
commanded by Sergeant Brown, outside the Squadron Guard-
room, he then visited the Warrant Officers' and Sergeants' Mess 
where he met W.O.I E. J. Holloway and members of the Mess, 
after which he was entertained to lunch by the Officers of the 
Squadron in the Squadron Officers' Mess. 

In the afternoon the Signal Officer-in-Chief toured 235 
Squadron (COMCAN) Workshops, R.E.M.E., which is com-
manded by Captain R. J. Alexander, R.E.M.E., and then to the 
Square where he presented the Long Service and Good Conduct 
Medal to W.O.II R.Q.M.S. D. F. Langston. R.Q.M.S. Lang-
ston enlisted into the Oxfordshire Light Infantry in 1942, 
shortly afterwards he joined the S.A.S. and parachuted in 
France as a member of the " Overlord" Invasion Force; be-
tween 1944-46 he saw considerable service in northwest Europe, 
Norway and Greece. He left the Army in 1947 but re-enlisted 
in 1949 at Catterick where he served as an instructor in 4th 
Training Regiment. Since then R.Q.M.S. Langston has served 
with the S.A.S. in Malaya where he was mentioned in despatches 
for gallant and distin^ished service against Communist forces. 

After the presentation the Signal Officer-in-Chief visited the 
T.R.C., Bingemma, and the RX Station, Ta-Wied-Rini. In the 
evening he was entertained by the Royal Signals Officers, Malta. 

Presentat ion of t h e Long Service and G o o d C o n d u c t Medal t o 
W O II (RQMS) Langston, D. F. by Major G e n e r a l F. J. Swainson, 

O.B .E . , Signal O f f i c e r - i n - C h i e f . 

Guests included Major-General The Lord Thurlow, G O . C . 
Malta and Libya. 

ShipK' 
2 5 3 S Q U A D I t O I V 

Company of Hermes EiitortainctI 
Since our last contribution the Chinese and British festive 

seasons have safely passed and the Squadron has been trying 
hard to get as much line maintenance and project work as 
possible completed before the onset of the typhoon season. 
During this period we have had a visit by Brigadier R. H. E. 
Robinson, the C.S.O., and Brigadier W. G. Tucker in his 
capaoity as Representative Colonel Commandant, both of whom 
made an extensive tour of the Unit and did much to boost 
our morale. 

Any readers who have served in Hong Kong will remember 
the long term civilians employed here. Mr. Chan Lew On (alias 
Charlie Chan) was presented with the Commander-in-Chief's 
Testimonial by Lieutenant-Colonel M. J. R. Fletcher the then 
C.R. Signals, on i6th January. He is the third civilian employed 
by the Unit to be so honoured. Mr. Wan Yung Gai, Mr. Chan 
Tong and Mr. Chung Hau Ming (alias Hank), our three technical 
supervisors, and others of the twelve who have been serving 
the Army since before the war may well be remembered person-
ally and have given most valuable service to us as cable jointers 
and linemen. Four of them have a total of seven sons with the 
Squadron who are learning their skills. 
H.M.S. Hermes visited the Colony from 24th January~i4th 
February, 1963. As readers may be aware, Lieutenant-Colonel 
Fletcher gave birth to the idea of the affiliation between the 
Corps and H.M.S. Hermes and it was a particular happy chance 
that the Corps should have had the opportunity of entertaining 
the ship in Hong Kong before he handed over to Lieutenant-
Colonel E. J. Winn. 

All the resources of Royal Signals Units in the Colony were 
mobilised and despite the fact that we were outnumbered by 
about twenty to one, the Ship's Company was left in no doubt 
as to the benefits of the affiliation. The major items in the 
official programme included: — 

An evening at the Bay aide Night Club for 100 of the 
Ship's Company together with 50 Royal Signals and their 
wives, and also Q.A.R.A.N.C. and W.R.A.C.; 

A weekend ashore with a family for some 50 Officers and 
for a similar number of Petty Officers and Ratings; 

Hockey, football, cricket, basketball and squash fixtures (of 
which Hermes won all except hockey and basketball). 
In addition many friendships were struck up and a great deal 

of unofficial as well as official entertainment was enjoyed by 
both sides. A party of six Seniors and two Operators went 
aboard the Hermes during a joint four-day exercise and parties 
of Royal Signals Officers, Other Ranks and families were shown 
over the ship. We hope we will have the opportunity of seeing 
her again during her tour in the Far East. 
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H 

'•^'"Soutofsco^"^'^''' S 
0 1 

One glass and your friends will agree that yours g 
is the finest Scotch in the world. Don't disappoint S 

them. Place an order for more today. | 

I QUEEN ANNE i 
^ ^ rare scotch whisky ^ 

T H E F I N E S T S C O T C H W H E R E V E R Y O U A R E • T H E F I N E S T S C O T C H W H E R E V E R Y O U A R E 

By Appointment 
T o H e r Majesty The Queen 

Match Manufacture ' j 
Bryant A May U d 

The best 
you ever struck 

B R I T I S H M A D E b y B R Y A N T & M A Y 

Happy birthday to me 

Trust Bill to do something about 

it. I like a glass of beer with 

a sandwich to be going on with. 

Next year I 'm giving up birth-

days. But I 'm enjoying this one. 

W h e n you've something 

to celebrate — 

BEER, IT'S L O V E L Y ! 

ISSUED BT 
TIIR BREWERS' SOClETr, 20 UPPER BROOK ST., LONDON, WJ 

P r i n l f ld i n G r e a t Br i ta in • SUPPLEMENT N o . 2 - P A G E THREl 
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GOOD OLD 

Johnnie Walker 
T H E S C O T C H OF S C O T C H 

Johnnie Walker is the Scotch of Scotch. You'll find it 

everywhere, in the friendly square bottle, smooth, 

mellow, great-hearted. Enjoy it everywhere, at home 

or away — Good old Jolumie Walker. 

B O R N 1 8 2 0 — s t i l l going strong 

Huntley & Palmers 

DINNER BISCUITS 

If you're looking for a really good rum 
this is the label on the bottle... 

J L 

INCORPORATED a " " MAY I67O 

HUDSON'S BAY 
JAMAICA RUM 

E D I N B U R G H 
P R O D U C E OF J A M A I C A 

...the bottle is in the NAAFI 
and you know where the NAAFI is! 
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(son), 

^wal; 

2. Brigadier Tucker speal<ing to Sergeant Tang 
A h Chu commanding tl ie quarter guard. Ma jor 
Anderson tl ie O C , Lieutenant Colonel W i n n 
CR Signals and Lieutenant Strange acting A D C , 
on left of picture. 

3. The " Top Table " a t the Bayside—Front Row 
left to right Lieutenant Strange R. Signals, Mrs. 
Fletcher, Captain O 'Br ien R N (in Command 
of Hermes) and in background Mrs. O 'Br ien 
and Lieutenant Colonel Fletcher CR Signals 

H M S H e r m e s manoeuvering at speed. 

Brigadier Robinson speaking to Lieutenant 
Colonel Fletcher the then CR Signals and 
Sergeant Howson, on inspecting the A S S U 
Tel of 621 Signal Tp. Major Anderson and 
Captain Hounsom can be seen in the foreground 
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C o l o n e l D . G . Parker , O . B . E . present ing the Long Service and G o o d 
C o n d u c t Medal t o W O N (S.S.M.) L. Dathan. 

2 6 2 S Q U A D R O N 
The Squadron has continued to have a series of visits and 

inspections over the last month. Focus was on the Administra-
tion inspection, the highlight of which was the presentation of 
the Lxjng Service and G<xxl Conduct Medal to the Squadron 
Sergeant-Major, W.O.II L. Dathan, by the Inspecting OfiScer, 
Colonel D. G. Parker, O.B.E. 

The Quarter Guard, commanded by Sergeant J. A. Dunnett, 
was congratulated on its high standard of turnout and drill by 
the Inspecting Officer. Unfortunately, the P.R. photographer 
did not arrive in time to see the Quarter Guard paraded and 
therefore there is no pictorial record of this event. 

Radio Troop. The Troop is preparing for a series of exercises 
in North Africa with ist Gloucesters and 3rd Green Jackets. 
All the present activity and training should result in very 
efficient and effective detachments. Good luck, lads, and good 
communications! 

Sports. The soccer team have just completed a rather lean 
season. Our league position was i8th out of—you've guessed it 
—18. Summary of matches: Played 17 won i drawn 2 lost 14. 
Our only win came in the penultimate league game versus the 
local R.M.P. Company. The season was rounded off with a 
friendly versus 259 Squadron, Western Area Minor Units and 
Royal Signals (Cyprus) champions, which ended in a well 
deserved 2—o win for 259. It was a good match played with 
true Corps spirit. 

Basketball. The season is drawing to a close and our team, 
led by Sergeant J. W. Gray, is likely to finish in the top three. 
The team was knocked out of the quarter finals of the Army 
(Cyprus) Basketball Cup but are now in strict training for the 
C.S.O.'s Champion Squadron Competition. 

Golf. The O.C., Major J. L . McKellar, has been very active 
on the links lately. In the Army (Cyprus) Open Championships, 
he won the ist, 18 hole handicap event and was runner-up in 
the 36 hole handicap event. The O.C. has been selected to 
represent the Army v. R.A F. later this month. 

1 S <|UA » «OX 
K l i ve ' s AFMCAIV RIFI.GS 

The hot, glorious days have arrived in Kenya after what seems 
an eternity of cold, damp days. The weather statistics say that 
it has been no different this to any other year, but the rheumatic 
protests of my ancient bones convinced me that stats can lie. 

This is the time of year when one can see, from Nairobi, the 
full snow-tipped sweep of Mount Kenya filling and dominating 
a cloudless sky and upon turning around, one can see the pink-
tinged hulk of Mount Kilimanjaro looming out of the flat plain 
so many miles away. 

We have had the pleasure of two distinguished, but brief, 
visits to open up 1963. Latterly, on the 31st January, and on the 
ist February the S.O.-in-C., Major-General F. J. Swainson, 
called on us for a quick look around G.H.Q. and surrounding 
Nairobi Signal units. 

Organised by the C.D.S.O., Major Brian Toy, on behalf of 
the C.S.O., Lieutenant-Colonel J. Eagle, the S.O.-in-C. was 
entertained at a cocktail party given in his honour at the East 
Africa Command Officers' Mess. This was followed by a dinner 
in town which was attended by all serving officers of the Corps 
in East Africa. 

Earlier in the year, on n t h January, we had a brief visit from 
Brigadier Mozley, Director of Tels, who called to see us en route 
to U.K. from a prior visit to Dar-es-Salaam. 

Shaking off our after-Christmas lethargy, our Buller Camp 
hockey team, minus a few stalwarts, wheez^ around the pitch 
to beat 3 K.A R. by one goal to nil. Their pitch, imprinted with 
animal spoor, stands actually on the edge of Nairobi Game 
Park. 

We hope to enter a K.A.R. team in the European Hockey 
Festival again this year and will, no doubt, be meeting some 
of our old friends and hockey rivals from 236 Squadron and 
210 Squadron. 

Our soccer team, comprising one hundred per cent A.O.R., 
made up for finesse in unbounded enthusiasm when they held 
a strong Comcan team to a well earned draw last week. Mind 
you, cr^ty-like, they brought their own referee from 236. 

With kind permission from Major Pat Stephens, the monthly 
meeting of the Royal Signals Association is held in the Corporals' 
Club, Buller Camp, on the first Thursday of each month. This 
has been like a blood transfusion to the Association in Nairobi 
and the support, although it can still be better, is much more 
than when the meeting was held in town. Of course, it is after 
the meeting that things get interesting. We are busy drumming-
up support for the Royal Signals Association Dance to be held 
in March (visitors please note!). 

B14 TROOP 

This is our first appearance, at least for some time, as a 
contributor to THE WIRE. Although an independent Troop, we 
have close affiliation to 28th Regiment, who look after our trade 
and military proficiency courses. Distance precludes our in-
clusion in sports or other regimental activities. For these we 
are very grateful to 3 B.A.D., with whom we live, for permitting 
full particpation in all except purely Ordnance competitions. 

The Troop is commanded by Major (Q.M.) R. H. A. Salis-
bury, with Staff Sergeant H. Pearson as Troop N.C.O., Sergeant 
J. Quayle is Stores N.C.O. and Sergeant Sammut overlords the 
workshops and cable maintenance. 

Although only a small Troop, our sporting side shows up 
comparatively well. Over the winter season we have won the 
B.A.D. Inter-Platoon Football Competition and had five players 
in the B.A.D. senior team. We came second, by only one point 
—1,082 against 1,083—in. the Platoon Small Bore Competition. 
Sergeant Quayle and C o r r a l Gorton held places in the B.A.D. 
senior hockey team whilst Quayle also holds a place in the 
rugby team. 

ROYAL SIGNALS BAND 
GRAMOPHONE RECORD 

Side 1 is devoted to music for Ceremonial 
Parades. 

Side 2 contains music for guest nights and 
otlier occasions. 

This record is what everyone has been asking 
for for so long. 

The coloured sleeve in which the record is 
packed has photographs of the Band and a 

full description of the music. 

It is available, cash with order, from Royal 
Signals Associat ion: 

Price — by post 30 / -
counter sale . . . 27/-

Civilian addresses outside the Commonwealth toill be 
asked to pay a little extra for postage. 
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24th Regiment Motor Rallies 
BY CORPORAL WHITTAKER 

Since Major Ashton was posted to Driver Trades Troop, he 
has taken charge of organising teams from the Regiment to 
take part in motor rallies throughout the country. We started 
the winter season with the Dutton Trophy Rally at Burnley, 
in November. Arriving at the start, we found they hadn't any 
watch cases left and we had visions of a track back to Catterick 
without taking part. However, we searched the local dust-
bins for three tins which we could modify and make a watch 
case out of them. Having been scrutineered, we set off at 
one-minute intervals, starting from i i o'clock at night, having 
some 60 check points to cover before 7 o'clock next morning. 
The weather was fine and conditions on the main roads were 
good, but on the side-roads and down the lanes, they were not 
so good for the civilian cars, and a bit sticky for us. Our 
four-wheel drive came in handy, especially when we had to 
pull the civilian cars out of the way before we could get through. 
Sergeant Flake, Lieutenant Pocklington and Corporal Gray 
managed to win the Military Class. 

The next rally was at Leicester, two weeks later. For this 
we entered three crews again. Before leaving Catterick we 
" had the mickey taken out of us " by the other crews because 
we were fitting extra lights to our Champ. This paid dividends 
in the end because when we arrived at the start it was really 
foggy and remained so the rest of the night. After leaving 
the start we couldn't see much more than 20 yards in front of 
us. We managed to arrive at the first few check points on time, 
and th«n we had to contend with civilian cars stuck in the 
mud. This was to our advantage, because once past them 
they had a job in the fog to catch up with us. We were 
making fairly good time until about three quarters of the way 
round. As we came to a foord there was an Austin Healey 
Sprite slap bang in the middle of it; the water was about 3ft. 
deep and was flowing in one door and out of the other. After 
about fifteen minutes and a lot of sweat, we managed to roll 
him into the bank where he was left to dry out; we carried 
on fifteen minutes behind schedule, but Sergeant Lawrence, 
our driver, managed to pull a few minutes back and we went on 
to win our class. When the final results came through, we were 
delighted to find out we had come third overall. 

T^e next in line was the Holdemess Rally, which started 
just outside Hull. We only entered two crews, and when it 
started there was only one crew left in from 24th Regiment 
because Corporal Conner was waiting for Sergeant Bingham, 
who was making his way from London after finishing an 
advanced driving course the same day. It was bad luck, 
because he turned up at the start, but it was the wrong garage. 

This was to be our driver. Sergeant Lawrence's last rally, 
due to his posting to Singapore; we are sorry to lose him. 
However, after having a few harassing narrow escapes, we went 
on to win our class. 

After the Christmas break, we had made a change to our 
crew. We still have Corporal Hill as first navigator, myself as 
driver and we bring in Lance-Corporal Medley. 

The first rally of the new year started from the Ilkley Moor 
Hotel. This was a real test for the driver and the navigator. 
We started the night with a little snow under foot, but that was 
nothing to what we faced during the night. About ten minutes 
after we left we bit the snow drifts and the blizzard. Before 
the half-way mark, at 03.00 hours on Sunday morning, there 
wasn't a vehicle (civilian or military) which hadn't been stuck 
in snowdrifts. At the half-way stage we were wet through and 
frozen stiff; we had only managed to call at five check points 
and were going to pack it in, until we found that we were 
winning at the half-way stage. After we had thawed out we 
set off again. We had not gone 200 yards before the snow 
had frozen on our windscreens. We tried to clear it, but we 
wasted more time, so the assistant navigator had to rub the 
windscreen on the inside and try to warm the glass so the 
wiper would work. This was partly successful and enabled us 
to keep going. After a while we met our other crews and we 
found we were snowed up in one area of about 10 miles. 
Trying to get back to the Ilkley Moor Hotel was more hard 
work and only Sergeant Bingham and his crew managed to 
get through. With Major Ashton's front wheel drive gone 
and our engine cutting out, together with Corporal Smart and 
crew. Corporal Ramm and crew, we limped back to Catterick. 

We have a Regimental Rally, organised by Major Ashton, in 
April for novices. 

We would all like to thank our Commanding Officer and the 
P.R.I, who provide our entry fees. 

(P.S.—The Regimental teams came ist, 2nd, 3rd and 4th in 
13 Army entries in the rally). 

11th Regiment 

.22 Shooting—from our Shooting RcprescntJitive. 

One tends to imagine the Depot as an organisation employing 
a huge establishment, however, the Regiment's cadre strength 
is quite small. As such, we qualify for the Minor Units 
League of the Northern Command .22 Postal Match. Volunteers 
for the Regimental Team were forthcoming in large numbers, 
so it was decided to form three teams. The Regiment entered 
for the Standard Sights League, and since the P.R I. possesses 
four B.S.A. Martini International Competition Rifles, it was 
decided to enter for the Parker Hale League as well. The 
Regimental Range was kept open for four nights a week, so 
chat all members of each team could get in adequate practice. 
The teams were picked, the matches started, 36 match targets 
every fortnight. Results? With two more rounds to be com-
pleted, the Regimental " A " Team lies first equal in a league 
with seven other units including the Yorkshire and Forrester 
Brigade Depots using the standard Service .22 rifle. With the 
competition rifles the position is not so promising; fifth out of 
a league of nine, with three more rounds to be completed. 

ZVorthnrn Conimanii Individual 
Championships, lOOit 

Itoxing 

Date: 21st February, 1963. Time: 08.00 hours, and W.O.II 
E. George was busy shepherding his charges into the " weigh-
ing-in" room in Loos Gymnasium. After having passed the 
fitness test, there remained the question: " How much have 
our boxers benefited from the training carried out under the 
eagle eye of W.O.II George during the past three months?" 

The answer to this is contained in the following results: 
Signalman Dunbar (Lightweight). Narrowly lost on points 

and fought extremely well against a more skilful opponent. 
Lance-Corporal Foy (Light Heavyweight). Lost by K.O. to 

a more experienced boxer. He has learned his lesson and is 
eager to have another go. 

Corporal Hutchison (Welterweight). Having put three 
boxers away by the shortest route in the preliminaries and semi-
finals, he had a terrific bout with a very skilled and strong 
opponent. Although in the first round of the finals he was 
nearly knocked out. Corporal Hutchison recovered sufficiently 
to win in a convincing manner on points. 

Signalman Warhurton (Welterweight). Referee stopped bout 
in favour of Corporal Hutchison, but Warburton distinguished 
himself. Only 18 years of age, he gave his opponent a " run 
for his money." j 

Corporal McNally (Lightweight). Fought extremely well, but 
unfortunately had his nose broken by Signalman Spence (School 
of Signals) who had also been trained by W.O.II George. 

Signalman Duigmore (Heavyweight). Our recruit and ex-
police force boxer, who had a devastating right hand punch, 
finally knocked out his opponent after nearly being K.O.'d 
in the first round. 

NOTE TO HIS FUTURE UNIT. This Signalman is a potential 
champion and should be encouraged to develop his skill. 

Corporal M. Annis (Middleweight). Of the seven original 
entries for middleweight, six either withdrew, went up to the 
next weight or down in weight, leaving Corporal Annis with-
out an opponent. As a result of this Cpl. Annis could not 
officially be declared the Northern Command Middleweight 
Champion, which is most disappointing to himself and W.O.II 
George. It is hoped, however, that Corporal Annis will bring 
home to this Regiment the Army Individual Middleweight 
Championship. 

There we have it. Of the six boxers entered in different 
weights, the Regiment won the Welterweight and Heavyweight 
Command Individual Championships: a very pleasing result. 

It has since been declared that Corporal Annis has been 
recognised as the Northern Command Middleweight Champion. 

Corporals Hutchinson and Annis and Signalman Duigmore 
will now go forward to represent the Depot Regiment in the 
Army Boxing Championships, to be held in Aldershot shortly. 
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Left to Right : Major B. V . N o r t h a l l , Captain (Q.M.) J. R. W h i t e , 
Major J. M. Brealey, L i e u t e n a n t - C o l o n e l D . M. C r a f e r , Major A . 

H e a t o n , Captain P. R. H. D i x o n 

« l s t I IEGIMENT, A.E.n. 

Spring is, of course, a time to look forward, although a 
backward glance at the year behind us is not remiss. Without 
doubt, the most important single feature of our work during 
1962 was the consolidation of the Regiment following the previ-
ous year's amalgamation. The Regiment now includes a 
Squairon of " Category I " Reservists, who must undertake two 
training week-ends outside the annual camp period. It is the 
organisation of this additional training which, with virtually 
no resources directly at their disposal, has presented a 
challenging problem to A.E.R. Regiments. In our case, the 
problem has been solved by affiliation to three T.A. Signal 
Regiments within Northern Command (46th, 49th and 50th). 
Our T.A. colleagues quickly grasped the peculiar problems of 
the A.E.R. and were equally quick to place their training 
facilities at our disposal. Each T.A. Regiment organised a 
week-end of weapon training and range practice for our 
Category I Reservists within its " catchment" area. 

For the second training week-end, the Regular Army came 
to our aid. All our Category I personnel within reasonable 
travelling distance of Catterick gathered under the roof of 8th 
Regiment, where an excellent programme had been arranged 
for us. Our technicians had a good look at the latest radio 
relay and carrier equipment (some of which had hitherto 
existed only in our imagination!); drivers had an equally in-
structive time with 24th Regiment. 

These training week-ends have imposed a great deal of 
additional work on these Regular and T.A. Regiments and we 
are indeed grateful for the aid so unstinfingly given. Not 
least of the benefits of this close association with Regiments of 
the Regular and Territorial Armies is, for our part, an in-
creased awareness of their organisation and activities and, we 
hope, for their part, an understanding of the purpose and 
organisation of the A.E.R. As we write, we are in the throes 
of arranging this year's programme, which (snow and ice per-
mitting!) will be much on the same lines as last year's success-
ful efforts. 

The highlight of any year is, of course, the annual camp, 
and the fortnight at Blandford Forum, in September, 1962, was 
thoroughly enjoyable. The training mixture was much as be-
fore; intensive trade training and trade boards in the first week, 
and a field exercise in the second. We were particularly pleased 
to receive visits during the fortnight from Brigadier D. A. 
Pringle, O.B.E., C.S.O., Northern Command; Brigadier A. L . 
Atkinson, O.B.E., C.S.O., Southern Command; and Brigadier R. 
E. Coaker, M.C., Commander, Dorset Sub-District. One of our 
officers had the good fortune to complete his training with 3rd 
Regiment, while a privileged group of officers and technicians 
from the Regiment went to B.A.O.R. for their training, to assist 
21 St Regiment during Exercise "Fallex." We were delighted 
to have this opportunity and are most grateful for the hospi-
tality and comradeship extended to our detachment. This 
detachment was led by Major J. Trainer, O.C. i Squadron, 

Regimental D i n n e r — 8 1 s t R e g i m e n t , A .E .R. 

Left to Right : C . O . , L ieutenant C o l o n e l F. S. B e c k e t t , Br igadier 

D . A . Pringle, C o l o n e l F. S. Morgan, Brigadier A . L. A t k i n s o n , 

C o l o n e l J. Pr i tchet t , C o l o n e l T . H. C . G r i g g . 

who has, alas, been compelled to resign for domestic and health 
reasons. Major Trainer has been one of our mainstays for 
more than ten years. His down-to-earth commonsense and 
enthusiasm, coupled with a north country humour and accent, 
will be sadly missed. We wish him all the best for the future, 
and congratulate Captain L. Reece on his promotion to fill the 
gap. 

IlEGIMEIVT (PI I INCESS I.ODISE'S 
KENSINGTON R E G I M E N T ) T.A. 

On Saturday, 12th January, the members of the Warrant 
Officers' and Sergeants' Mess held a Regimental Dinner in 
honour of R.S.M. T . P. O'Connor who has now left the Regi-
ment on promotion to Lieutenant (Q.M.) and appointment to 
66th Regiment T.A. in Belfast. The Mess also took the oppor-
tunity to welcome the new R.S.M., W.O.I T . A. Vaughan who 
joins us from 21st Re^ment in B.A.O.R. The guests of honour 
were the Commanding Officer, Lieutenant-Colonel P. M. 
Luttman-Johnson, T.D., and the President of the Regimental 
Association, Colonel G ^ r e y , D.L., M.B.E., M.M. Some 47 mem-
bers and their guests attended the dinner and spent a thoroughly 
enjoyable evening. 

Few could have done more in the two years he was with the 
Regiment than R.S.M. O'Connor. He joined the Regiment at 
a time when they had just absorbed two formerly Independent 
Squadrons and great credit is due to him for the way he 
assisted in the welding of these Squadrons with the Kensingtons 
to form a composite and content^ Regiment. 

R.S.M. O'Connor, the son of a Sapper, first joined the Corps 
in 1937 at Catterick, serving in " F " (Boys) Company. At the 
outbreak of war he served with 9th Armoured Division Signal 
Regiment as an Operator Signals. In 1941 he was appointed 
Lance-Corporal. In 1943 he was posted to the Far East where 
he served with 36 Indian Divisional Signals in Burma and 
7 (Indian) L. of C. Signals in Chittagong, eventually arriving 
in Singapore after the Japanese surrender. 

He returned to the United Kingdom as an S.Q.M.S. where 
at the School of Signals, although involved in stores accounting 
and training D.S O.s and Signal Centre Superintendents, he was 
able to find tTme to indulge in matrimony. 

In 1951, after the birth of his son, he was posted to i Wireless 
Regiment where after a long spell on " Q " duties he was 
promoted to S.S.M. in 1954. Late in 1954 on posting to Malta, 
S.S.M. O'Connor was in on the forming of C O M C A N Signal 
Squadron. Back to Catterick in 1958 on promotion to W.O.I, 
he was appointed R.S.M. of ist Training Regiment. Then, 
after seeing the amalgamation of ist and 8th Training Regi-
ments, he was to have his first taste of life with the T.A. 

We trust that Lieutenant and Mrs. O'Connor will have a 
pleasant stay in Northern Ireland and wish them every success 
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for the future. T o R.S.M. Vaughan and his family, who already 
seem to be well ' at home' with us, we extend a hearty welcome 
and hope that their stay with the Kensingtons will be a pleasant 

47th REGIMENT (T .A . ) 
MIDDLESEX Y E O M A N R Y 

(The Duke of Cambrid|<e's Hussnrs ) 

Royal Guard. H.R.H. Princess Margaret and the Earl 
of Snowdon accorded the Regiment the privilege of providing 
the Guard of Honour and Trumpeters, on the occasion of their 
attendance at the consecration by the Bishop of Southwark, of 
St. Philip's Church, Bermondsey, on 2nd February. 

We all took great pride in the appreciative remarks made by 
Her Royal Highness and The Earl of Snowdon, which were 
conveyed to the Commanding Officer after the event—and that 
in particular, the Earl of Snowdon had remarked on the 
association of his uncle with the Regiment. Colonel L. F. 
Messel, uncle of the Earl of Snowdon, commanded the Middle-
sex Yeomanry from 1938 to 1941. 

The Trumpet Fanfare was sounded by three of our Regi-
mental trumpeters, led by Trumpeter Corporal C. Ffrench. 

Such was the coldness of the day, that when the trumpeters 
f«ll out after the parade it was found that their trumpets were 
frozen. 

Shooting—Winners Again! In a closely contested Small Bore 
Rifle match, held in January, against " B " Division, Metro-
politan Police, it was a 35 point win, with W.O.II Walters the 
top scoring shot. T o our delight, the Police requested a return 
match and in consequence this event is now scheduled as one 
of our annual fixtures. With the onset of a heavy shooting 
programme throughout the summer, we welcome Major K . 
Parsons as Regimental Weapon Training Officer. A fine shot, he 
has already done much to improve on our previous efforts. 
Welcome too, is. the appointment of Squadron Weapon Training 
Officers, as a further means of stepping up efficiency in our 
shooting ability and Small Arms knowledge. 

" That Was the Dinner That Was!" The Warrant Officers' 
and Sergeants' Mess held a Dinner and Dance at the end of 
January, which was memorable to say the least! We'd heard 
that W.O.II D. A. H. Alexander, B.E.M., and his committee 
were keen on having " Something to set a standard " and I'm 
sure we speak for all those present in reporting, " Mission 
Accomplished!" 

The Guests of Honour included the Commanding Officer, 
Lieutenant-Colonel S. R. Beazley, and the Training Major, 
Major G. M. F. Pike, who were obviously much moved by the 
Mess's gesture in presenting them with silver, on the eve of 
their departure from the Regiment. 

Other social activity in the period under review included 
the Officers Ladies' Night and " B " Squadron Social—^both 
most successful. 

Personal Column. Welcome to Lieutenant C. E. Slater; con-
gratulations to Lieutenant J. M. Macdonald-Peattie on his 
recent marriage; congratulations on their recent appointments 
and promotions to:—Captain: Lieutenant (T.O.T.) J. A. 
Simpkins; Corporal: Lance-Corporals R. A. Ashdovm and D. 
A. Wallace; Lance-Corporal: Signalmen P. Ashley and F. 
W. Mills. 

51 St ( H I G H L A N D ) REGIMENT T.A. 

The wind of change has recently blown with increased 
severity in the Regiment. In December, Major J. H. Moonie, 
M.M., T.D., our Second-in-Command since 1960, retired after 
almost twenty-eight years' service in the Regiment. He first 
joined as a Signalman at Aberdeen in January, 1935, went to 
France with the Division in 1939 and was captured at St. Valery. 
On the re-formation of the T.A. in 1947 he was commissioned, 
since then the T.A. has been his exclusive hobby. Our loss is 
his family's gain, for surely they will see more of him now! 
It is regrettable that his last months of service were on the sick 
list following an accident last August. Happily he is now in 
better health, and sufficiently recovered to be "dined out." 

At Stirling, Major George Louden, T.D., O.C. 2 Squadron 
since 1955, retired on ist January, His service to the T.A. 
(only slightly less than Major Moonie's) was recognised by the 

award of the M.B.E. announced in the New Year's Honours 
List, on which we all congratulate him. 

With the appointment of Major J. M. Wotherspoon, T.D., as 
Second-in-0>mmand, we welcome back a former O.C. i 
Squadron. He left the Regiment in 1955 on appointment to 
the Staff of 152 (H) Infantry Brigade T.A. Congratulations, 
too, to Captain A. S. Petrie who succeeds Major Louden as 
O.C. 2 Squadron. 

Major R. M. Shaw, our Permanent Staff Officer W.R.A.C., 
left in November for a similar post in Cambridge. We con-
gratulate her successor. Captain N. L . B. Davidson, W.R A.C., 
who joined the Regiment in 1961 as a T.A. officer and evidently 
liked it so much that she has decided to become a military 
career^woman. She is presently endeavouring to impress us 
with her signals knowledge, gleaned on a recent course at 
Catterick. Her male colleagues are trying not to appear 
impressed, but we do wish her all success in her new post. 

Despite the rigours of the winter months training continues 
for the Annual Trade Boards at the beginning of April, when 
it is hoped further to strengthen our numbers of qualified men 
and women. Recruiting continues with varying success, but it 
has been encoiuraging to find in Aberdeen in recent weeks a 
number of National Servicemen who have been " away from 
it al l" for two or three years and who are now anxious to take 
up signals work again. They are most welcome and should 
prove a valuable addition to our strength. 

Prominent in the 1963 calendar is the 51 (H) Divisional 
Cup Competition and Divisional Reunion in October. The 
competition includes Motor Cycle Trials, a Battle Training 
Competition, Weapon Training and many other activities. The 
Regiment wiU be participating in many of these both in a 
competitive role and in our normal role as the Division's 
Signal Regiment. We hope as the months go past that we can 
humbly report some success. 

Association Notes 
N O R T H L O N D O N RRANCH 

In this day and age it would appear that many organisations 
such as ours have difficulty in finding sufficient manpower to 
keep the ship afloat. Not so the North London Branch, which 
goes from strength to strength numerically and enjoys an ever-
increasing range of activities. 

'Tis said that " old soldiers never die." This lot could never 
have been more lively! Their current hobby is " Boat-racing," 
a most exhilarating recreation .which has no cotmection with 
boats and even less with water. It requires two " crews" of 
eight ready and willing to compete. The object is to put away a 
pint per " crew" member in the shortest possible time. Crew 
members must follow through in succession; each successive one 
rising to drink only after his previous colleague is reseated. The 
consequent rapid disposal of two gallons of the best has to be 
seen to be believed. Challenges are being received and accepted 
from a number of outside b^ies, and the name of the winning 
crew is added to those already inscribed on a very appropriate 
trophy which is on permanent display in the bar. We are grate-
ful to Messrs. Wamey and Co. for their interest and support 
in connection with this event. 

Like other Branches, the members' periods of service cover 
the entire life span of the Corps and beyond that to our parent, 
the Royal Engineers Signal Service. An interesting point arises 
from this. Some of our members must be their own parents; 
militarily speaking of course! 

At a very rough estimate we have a good thousand years' 
service between us and so varied were our ranks and trades 
that we could put a reasonably efficient communications Unit 
into the field; Infantry, mounted or mechanised, completely 
self-contained from C.O. to Jankah Wallah. Frivolous bunch 
though we are, we do have our odd sane moments. Head-
quarters no doubt would vouch for this. 

Readers living in the north London area, or any of you chaps 
due for discharge who will be living here, get in touch with 
the Branch Secretary:—H. Gillibrand, 21, Falkland Avenue, 
New Southgate, N . i l . 

You will probably meet old friends, you will certainly make 
new ones and you will need never lose touch with the Corps. 
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The photograph shows f rom bot tom right-hand corner to top right-hand corner 
in a clockwise di rect ion and including the backs of t w o heads. Captain S. W . 
Tough, Maior D. M. Sutherland, T.D. (Officcr Commanding I Squadron 51 (H) 
Regiment, T.A.) Major J. H. Moonie, M.M., T.D. (Branch Honorary Secretary— 
whose halo never seems to grov. less). Lieutenant Colonel T. B. S. McMain, 
M.B.E., T.D. (Branch Vice Chairman and Commanding Officer 51 (H) Regiment, 
T.A.), Colonel E. Birnie Reid, O.B.E., T.D. (Branch President), Brigadier P. M. P. 
Hobson, D.S.O. (General Secretary), Colonel G. D. G. Mackinnon, T.D. (Branch 
Chairman and Chief Signal Officer SI (H) Division and Distr ict) , Colonel R. 
Linton, O.B.E. (Chief Signal Officer, Scottish Command), Colonel T. P. E. Murray, 
O.B.E., T.D., A.D.C. (Branch President), Major J. F. Duff, E.R.D. (Branch Vice-
Chairman). and Major A. M. Mitchell. T.D. (Branch Honorary Treasurer). 
acknowledgement " Aberdeen Journals Limited." 

A b e r d e e n Ilraiic^h 
Members of the Branch welcomed the presence of Brigadier 

P. M. P. Hobson, D.S.O.. General Secretary Royal Signals 
Association—who made the very tiresome journey from Head-
quarters to the Granite City—at their eleventh reunion dinner 
in Fonthill Barracks on Saturday, 2nd March, 1963, and 
appreciated, also, meeting again Colonel R. Linton, O.B.E.. Chief 
Signal Officer Scottish Command, who accompanied him from 
Edinburgh. 

Colonel G. D. G. Mackinnon, T.D. (Branch Chairman and 
Chief Signal Officer 51(H) Division and District), in review of 
local activities over the past year felt, despite the many counter 
attractions available today, that the Branch had successfully 
played its part in maintaining membership and providing assis-
tance when such help was sought. He thereafter introduced 
Brigadier Hobson to members by a most interesting resume of 
his military history and thanked him for his sacrifice of a 
weekend to be with this most " far flung " gathering of Signal-
men. 

The General Secretary, in reply, paid tribute to the very fine 
work of his predecessor (and very good friend of this Branch), 
Brigadier H. Firth, but his reference to the latter's book-keeping 
for Messrs. Rothman's was jocularly misunderstood by many; 
the staff at Headquarters was not forgotten, particularly the two 
ladies, and Branch members visiting London were given a 
cordial invitation to " look in." ' In dealing with welfare 
problems. Branches gave tremendous help to Headquarters 
although, he maintained, lack of information often prevented a 
full appreciation of their efforts to implement the objects of the 
Association. Brigadier Hobson, finally, painted an encouraging 
picture of the many young Regular soldiers who were now 
becoming members, at the same time exhorting Branches to 
increase the numbers on their rolls and advising them, also, 
to endeavour to prevent their older members from fading into 
obscurity. 

After dinner it became obvious that many who had been 
much in demand in barrack-room and on impromptu concert 
stage still retained their ability to entertain. 

Harrogate Itrancli 
Since the last notes appeared, a visit has been paid to J. 

Smith's brewery at Tadcaster. Fourteen members of Senior 
Term were taken along and a very pleasant evening was enjoyed 
by all. 

A welfare matter was referred to Headquarters after £9 had 
been paid to clear outstanding rent and rates. 

Branch Chairman (Mr. Haydon), Treasurer (Mr. Tyrie), and 
Mr. Sladdin visited Headquarters on the occasion of the fare-
well dinner to Brigadier Firth. Sergeant Nixon also attended 
and acted as chauffeur and guide for the journey to and around 

London, which he knows remarkably well—many thanks 
Sergeant Nixon. 

"Ilie annual children's party and social were again held in the 
Warrant Officers' and Sergeants' Mess, A.A.S., Harrogate, by 
kind permission of R.S.M. Rockley, Coldstream Guards. The 
children's party was attended by 42 children and some adults. 
Captain Merr^eld performed the main act at this function 
in a most able manner. 

The social, afterwards, was most enjoyable, and well attended, 
the local branch of the R.A F. Association came along in 
numbers, and a most enjoyable time was had by all. 

Staff Sergeant Lane conducted the " horse racing" in an 
excellent way, both by flogging the horses and making the book. 

Mr. Tyrie won a bottle of whisky, which had been presented 
by our President. 

From the Senior Term at A.A.S., Harrogate, 40 have taken 
out Life Membership and four Annual Membership. 

Careers and Opportunities 
The appointments listed below form a very small 
fraction of all the introductions to " Jobs " which 
are available. Always, prospective employers want 

more candidates than the Association can offer. 

Regular Forces Employment Association 
A vacancy will occur in May, 1963, for a Jobfinder in charge 

of the Acton, London, Branch of the Association. It is essential 
that the applicant should reside within a reasonable distance of 
Acton, W.3. Applicant must be an ex-Regular, interested in 
employment matters. Possess interviewing ability and able to 
deal with Employers and all types of men. Preference given 
to applicants who have served in the Ranks. Applicants should 
be under the age of 55 years. 

Applications in the first place should be to the Royal Signals 
Association, Cheltenham Terrace, Chelsea, S.W.3, for onward 
transmission to the Regular Forces Association. 

Shoreditch County Court, London, E.l 
Vacancies occur for Ushers at the above Court. Salary £11 

to £11 17s. od. per week. .Older men required. Application in 
the first place should be made to the Royal Signals Association. 

Vacancies for Officers in the Territorial Army on Consolidated 
Rates of Pay. Vacancies exist now for a Permanent Staff Officer 
in 319 (Guards Brigade) Squadron (T.A.) at Rugby, and for a 
Permanent Staff Officer, W.R.A.C., in 48 (S.M.) Regiment 
(T.A.) at Birmingham. 

Other vacancies for permanent Staff Officers are likely to 
occur soon at Prescot (Lanes ), Liverpool, Birmingham, New-
port (Mon.), Cardiff and Swansea. 

Applications for these posts are invited from retired officers 
and Warrant Officers, regular or T.A. 

(Conditions of service are as laid down in T.A. Regs. Appx. 
XXII. Upper age limit, on application, is 53 years. Appoint-
ments wiU be for three years initially. Salary will commence 
at £970 for male officers, £782 for W.R.A.C. officers, with 
increments for service in the past. 

Applications should be addressed to: Chief Signal Officer, 
H.Q; Western Command, Chester. 

* * * 

There is a vacancy for the post of Adjutant (T.A.), on 
consolidated rates, with 45th (Essex) Regiment, Selsdon Road, 
Wanstead, E . i i . Suitable for ex-Regular or T.A. Officers. For 
this post and other T.A. vacancies, write to Officer Commanding, 
giving particulars of service. 'Phone Wanstead 5131. 

Mullard Equipment Ltd., Manor Royal, Crawley, Sussex 
A vacancy has arisen in the above firm for an individual to 

be responsible for the rimning of a newly-formed user trials 
team for testing out such items as military-type radio equip-
ment under field conditions. This should be suitable for an ex-
T.O.T. or Foreman-of-Signals, particularly one who has a 
practical radio background. A knowledge of user trials pro-
cedure would be most useful in addition. Salary would be 
in the order of £i,ioo-£i,2oo p.a. 

Applications should be made through Association H.Q. to 
the Personnel Department of the above-mentioned firm. The 
firm also has a certain number of other vacancies that might be 
suitable for experienced ex-Royal Signals tradesmen, who 
should apply as above, stating their experience and qualifications. 
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Welfare Section 
Belowj an attempt is made to describe, tuith suitable 
anonymity, four cases taken from the Welfare Section 

files concluded during the first week in March, 
S I G N A L M A N , 1942-1946.—Lost a foot whilst serving, and this dis-

ability. makes it hard for him to keep regular employment. The 
Assodation made a grant to help with clothing for his wife and three 
children, and the Red Cross also helped. 

DRIVER, 1941-1946.—Out of work for six months on account of illness. 
A widower with 12-year-old daughter. The British Legion and the 
Association helped with clothing and groceries. 

S I G N A L M A N , 1947-1949.—Has not worked since 1958, owing to in-
curable disease. He and his wife and two children have lived for five 
years on State benefits, and are now in urgent need of clothing. The 
AsTOcation and British Legion helped to provide what was needed. 

WIDOW O F C O R P O R A L , 1922-29, died 1943.—Lives alone on her 
pension. The Association helped her with coal. 

Royal Signals Association and Benevolent Fund 
The following subscriptions were 

January and February, 1963 : 

Commander, H.Q., Training Brigade 
H.Q., School of Signals ... 
Royal Signals Band 
IItn Regiment 
24th Regiment 
24th Regiment (24 Unit Branch) 
49th Regiment (T.A.) 
59th Regiment (T.A.) 
Royal Signals Records 
M.E.S./S.R.D.E., Christchurch 
47th Regiment (T.A.) (Sergeants' Mess) 
65th Regiment (T.A.) (OtBcers' Mess) 
605 Troop 
224 Squadron 
48th Regiment (T.A.) ... 
242 Squadron 
51 St Regiment (T.A.) 
ist Regiment 
16th Regiment 
2I8t Regiment 
22nd Regiment 
22nd Regiment (Wives' Club) 
226 Squadron 
229 Squadron 

most gratefully received during 

£ s. d . 
I 3 6 
3 0 o 
2 2 0 

27 3 5 
29 l 6 8 
50 0 0 

I I 0 
I 0 0 

9 o 
I 10 o 
2 0 o 
3 0 0 
5 0 0 

' 5 3 3 
5 5 0 
r 0 0 

15 0 0 
6 0 0 

49 11 2 
24 0 0 

I GO 0 0 
l 8 8 2 
1 2 0 o 
10 0 o 

C.R. Signals, H.Q., M.E. Command 
650 Troop 
9th Regiment 
255 Squadron (Bahrain) 
219 Squadron (Tripolitania) 
H.Q. A.F.N.E., Norway 
Central Scotland Branch 
Harrogate Branch 
R. T . Wicks 
F. E. Foulds 
H. Liley 
Lance-Corporal Bayes 
H. N. Febsome 
Mrs. E. Flynn ... 
J. Wilson 
G. Oldroyd 
B. Chanti 
C. P. Prescot 
C. J. Aston 
C. L. Day 
W. M. Lindley ... 
A. C. J. Chalmers 
F. S. Morgan 
T. W. Baynes 
R. P. D. Gibb ... 
A. G. J. Copeland 
A. B. Anderson 
W. Svson 
M. W. Holdsworth 
H. G. Smyth ... 
C. K. Maclennan 

Expenditure during January and February, 1963 
(Includes:—^Rent and Rates; Beds and Bedding; 
Furniture; Cots and Prams; General Assistance). 

Analysis of Cases : 
Families of soldiers serving in U . K . 
Families of soldiers serving in B.A.O.R. 
Families of soldiers serving in Tripolitania 
Widows and Dependants 
Released and Discharged Soldiers 

Total cases assisted 

40 Cases of Soldiers who served during 1939/45 War ... 
62 Cases of soldiers who did not serve during the Wa-r ... 

2 0 0 
I l 6 0 

4 4 2 6 
10 0 0 

17 0 
2 0 0 
I I 0 

10 0 0 
«5 0 

1 5 0 
15 0 
10 0 

5 0 
5 0 0 

5 0 
5 0 
I 0 

I 10 0 
I 0 0 
2 7 6 

5 0 
5 0 

10 0 
7 0 
5 0 
3 0 
2 6 
5 6 

I 0 0 
10 0 

I 
' 

0 

£ 4 7 4 2 2 

£1,209 16 11 

86 

£405 I 3 
£804 15 8 

U N B E A T A B L E V A L U E — A T H O M E A N D A B R O A D 

H I L L M A N M I N X 
3 9 4 - D O O R 

U X E S A L O O N 

Look what the finest family car in its class has to offer: * Superb performance from a larg-e '1600' engine developing 56-5 b.h.p. 
• Specially strengthened front-end for greater stabi l ity. * Power fu l , hydraul ic brakes w i th 121 square inches b rak ing area. 
* Si lent hypoid rear axle and 131 cu. ft. luggage space. 
With this goes ful ly -proven Hi l lman rel iabi l ity, high qual i ty finish and elegance. A t the price, there's nothing to match the 
Htllman Minx De Luxe Saloon anywhere. 
D o y o u k n o w t h a t Y O U m a y b e a p r i v i l e g e d p e r s o n ? Members of Her Majesty ' s Forces posted overseas are able to purchase 
ftt generous tax-free rates, which a l low up to six months motoring in the United Kingdom. 

ROOTES LTD European Section, Overseas Retail Dept., 
Piccadilly, London W.I. ROOTES AUTOS (Deutchsland) 

G.m.b.H., 
Military Sales Dept., 
Al leestrasse 33, Dusseldorf. 
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The Australian Regular Army 
has a limited number of 

VACANCIES 
for 

REGULAR COMMISSIONS 
in 

AUSTRALIAN ARMY 
CORPS OF SIGNALS 

For those who : 
Are under 32 years of age. 
Are MedicaUy fit Class i . 
Have had 12 months regular 

commissioned service. 

Vacancies also exist in R.A.A., R.A.E., R.A.A.C., R. Aust. Inf., 
R.A.A.S.C. 

If selected, the A.R.A. offers : 

Free first class sea passage for officer 
and family. Your substantive Rank, 
and Seniority to put you on a com-
petitive basis vsdfh currently serving 
officers for qualifications to the highest 

ranks. 
Pension after 20 years service or 

gratuities for lesser periods. 
Pay and allovv^ance comparable with 

the British Army. 
Automatic promotion to Major on 

passing promotion examinations. 

The A.R.A. requires that: 

Applicants face a selection board 
in L O N D O N . Those appointed 
undertake to serve five years as a 

minimum. 

Enquiries should be made by letter to: 

Australian Army Staff (Dept. S.N.T.) 

Australia House, Strand, 

London W.C.2. 

In answer you will receive a brochure on conditions of 
service and instructions for making applications. 

TRIUMPH-
P O W E R I N H A N D -

O N D U T Y A N D O F F 
If you can handle it, real power adds zest to the pleasure 
of motorcycling. 

That 's why the skilful riders of the Royal Signals 
Display Team, together with hundreds of other official 
bodies all over the world, always choose Tr iumph. 

Doesn't that make a Tr iumph the ideal off-duty motor-
cycle for you? 

THE BEST M O T O R C Y C L E IN T H E W O R L D 
Triumph Engineering Co. Ltd., a member of tl ie Birmingham Small Arms Group of Companies 
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Vacancies 
in the 

Composite Signals Organisation 

A number of vacancies, offering 

good career prospects, exist for:-

RADIO OPERATORS (Male) 

Write, giving details of Education, 
Qualifications and Experience to: 

Recruitment Officer (CSO'6) 
Government Communications Head-
quarters, 

'A' Block, Priors Road, Cheltenham, 

Gloucestershire 

WAR DEPARTMENT 

33 Central Workshop, R.E.M.E. 

Newark, Notts. 

Telecommunication Mechanics for 
overhaul of wireless equipment. Basic 
pay £10 4s. 2d. per week plus initial 
merit pay normal up to 32/- per week. 
Five day 42 hour work ing week. 

Opportuni t ies for external training 
and promotion. 

Apply to Officer Commanding, 33 
Central Workshop, R.E.M.E., Lincoln 
Road, Newark, Notts., or Local Office 
of Ministry of Labour, quoting ref-
erence 33 /CW/ l . 

RACAL C O M M U N I C A T I O N S 

offer a career in telecommunications and specialised 
electronics to suitable tradesmen of Royal Signals who 
are considering their future after Army service. 

Vacancies exist f c r : 

Wiremen 

Instrument Makers 

Electronic Testers 

Installation Technicians 

Send full personal details, including training and 

experience, to : 

The Personnel Manager 

RACAL ELECTRONICS LIMITED 
Bracknell, Berkshire, England 

* * * 

Good pay and prospects 

* * * 

Assistance with housing 
for certain grades 

* * * 

Contributory 
superannuation scheme 

H= * * 



Over a Century of Service 
IN PRINT 
Like the Services, we also have a long tradition to 

uphold, at the same time, again like the Services, 

taking advantage of scientific progress in this age 

of mechanisation; yet maintaining, through a 

special department, a personal and helpful link 

with Service Editors, whom we are ever willing to 

advise and assist in the production of their journals. 

F.J.PARSONS LTD 
L e n n o x House , N o r f o l k Street. W . C . 2 • T e m p l e Bar 6591 

Works: Observer Buildings, Hastings - Hastings 1157 

INTERNATIONAL AERADIO LIMITED 
require 

Installation Technicians 
Although based at the Engineering Division, 
their main duties will be carried out overseas 
installing telecommunications equipment for 
aviation use. 

A thorough knowledge of telecommunica-
tions principles and practice is essential and 
therefore, applications will be particularly 
welcome from ex-Royal Signals personnel with 
the trade of 

R A D I O T E C H N I C I A N (LIGHT) 
T2 or T3 

Posts are permanent and pensionable and 
whilst overseas a generous allowance is paid. 

Applications to: 
The Personnel Officer, 

International Aeradio Limited, 
Engineering Division, 

Hayes Road, Southall, Middlesex. 

Widely Known 
T h r o u g h o u t the Serv i ce s 
Hawkes have supplied Service uniform and 
equipment for nearly two hundred years. But 
they are equally well known as civilian tailors, 
modern in Iheir methods, while traditional in 
their spirit. Hawkes Department for Immediate 
Wear is the natural resort of men who wish to 
maintain the Savile Row standard without 
undue strain on their pocket. 

• LOUNGE SUITS FROM £22 0,0 
• OVERCOATS FROM 19 GNS. 
• SPORTS JACKETS FROM 11 GNS. 

ALL UNIFORMS A N D SERVICE 
EQUIPMENT SUPPLIED 

For Bespoke Tailoring, patterns and prices will 
be gladly supplied on request 

Hawkes of Savile Row 
Regimental Tailors and Outfitters 

Established 1771 
1 SAVILE R O W , W . l 
(Telephone: REGent 0186) 

12a LONDON RD.,. CAMBERLEY 
(Telephone: Camberley 829) 

Produced for the Publishers, THE SIGNALS ASSOCIATION OF THE R O Y A L CORPS OF SIGNALS, Chel tenham Terrace, Chelsea, London, S.W.3 
(Telephone SLOane 3477) by C O M B I N E D SERVICE PUBLICATIONS, LTD., 57/68 Jermyn Street, St. James's, London, S .W. I 

Printed In Great Br i ta in by F. J. PARSONS, LTD., Lennox House, No r fo l k Street , London, W.C.2 , and " Observer " Buildings, Hastings. Adver t i sement Managers 
SERVICE NEWSPAPERS, LTD. , 67/68 Jermyn Street , St. James's. London, S .W. I (Te lephone : Wh i teha l l 2504) 
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J 
ARMIES NOW USE T H E 

MILITARY MANPACK SET 
nn 

The HF156 manpack transmitter/receiver is a tough reliable portable set selected 
by the British Army for active service in all climates. It's robust, fully sealed 
and entirely self-contained. 

Six crystal controlled channels, extreme simplicity of operation and exceptional 
range on voice and CW are some of the many features proved in 
world-wide active service by fourteen armies. 

BRITISH C O M M U N I C A T I O N S C O R P O R A T I O N LTD N E A S D E N L O N D O N NW10 T e l : DOLlis HHI 8511 Cables: Britcom London 

BKITISH COMMUHICATIONS COIfPOIIATIOH I I M I T I D 



F O R D MAKES IT EASY 
TO OWN YOUR OWN CAR 

S P E C I A L O V E R S E A S P U R C H A S E T E R M S 
Whether you are being posted abroad or are at present serving abroad, 
you can have priority delivery of a brand new Ford car; and for those 
serving outside Europe, special shipment can be arranged. You've a 
choice from a full range of cars, free of U.K. purchase tax. 
• Tax-free use in the U.K.—prior to shipment • Hire purchase terms 
available • Shipment overseas arranged • World-wide Service and 
parts availability 

The Ford range of quality cars includes: Anglia de luxe saloon and 
Estate car; Consul Classic 315; Capri; Zephyr and Zodiac saloons. 

Anglia Consul 315 M k . l l l Zodiac 

For complete details of Personal Export Scheme, contact your local Ford dealer or 
FORD MOTOR COMPANY LTD • 8 8 REGENT STREET • L O N D O N W1 • Te l : REGENT 7 2 7 2 
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A salute this month to those anonymous and often unsuspecting 
individuals who so frequently find themselves cast, at short notice, in the 
role of WIRE correspondents for their Unit. Your efforts do not go un-
appreciated and your newly-acquired literary talents may surprise you as 
much as they do us from time to time. 

Keep at it. Let us have the news and, in particular, do mention where-
ever you can, unit personalities by name, so that their friends can read about 
how they are faring. In this connection, as a result of a suggestion from a 
Signalman, we propose to publish unit addresses or B.F.P.O. numbers 
along with unit notes, so that old friends can correspond with each other 
if they see familiar names in print. 

Certain new features will appear in THE WIRE in the coming months. 
A series of articles is planned to assist with information and advice those 
interested in promotion and trade upgrading. These articles will be sponsored 
by the Officer-in-Charge of Records, and the Inspector of Trade Training, 
working in collaboration. It is also hoped to publish from time to time 
simple straight-forward articles on current and new equipments and their 
handling techniques. Finally, we plan to spodight every month some 
particular unit or theatre in detail. 

However, whatever we may do here at Association Headquarters, the 
quality of THE WIRE and its contents rests very much in your hands— 
and so we return to those anonymous correspondents whom we mentioned 
at the start. A well-deserved salute to them in their loyal efforts on behalf 
of their units and THE WIRE. 

(Continued from opposite page) 

of the Association and introduced their staff, some of whom had been 
present at the time of the Princess Royal's visit to Eccleston Square in 1954. 

Colonel Vulliamy presented the remaining staff of the Headquarters, 
including the Chief Clerk, Mr. W . E. Osborne, whom many will remember 
as Staff Sergeant Osborne (with 35 years' service in the Corps), and lastly 
the two office cleaners, one of whom, Mrs. Ward, has served the Associa-
tion continuously in all their changes of abode for the last 22 years. 

T h e Princess Royal was accompanied on this visit by Major Geoffrey 
Eastwood, her Comptroller, and the Hon. Mrs. Francis Balfour, and on 
completing the tour of the offices, the party returned to the Secretary's room 
for a glass of sherry. A delightful informal atmosphere prevailed and Her 
Royal Highness remained with us until a quarter-to-one. 

T h e Colonel-in-Chief showed great interest in seeing our new offices 
and meeting the staff, and we believe was well satisfied with what she saw. 
We are deeply grateful to Her Royal Highness for honouring us with this 
visit and we shall look forward to being able to show her even greater 
progress on the next occasion. 
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Photo: Universal Pictorial Press and Agency Ltd. 

Left to Right : Lieutenant-Colonel E. G. Day, Secretary Royal Signals Inst i tut ion, Major Geoffrey Eastwood, Comptro l le r to HRH The Princess Royal, Major-General Sir 
Wi l l iam Scott, Master of Signals. The Hon. Mrs. Francis Balfour, Lady-in-Wait ing to HRH The Princess Royal, HRH The Princess Royal, Colonel-in-Chief Royal Signals, 
Major-General L. de M. Thui l l ier , Chairman Royal Signals Association, Colonel E. L. L. Vull iamy, Regimental Secretary, Major-General D. A. L. Wade, Chairman Royal 
Signals Inst i tut ion, Brigadier P. M. P. Hobson, General Secretary Royal Signals Association. 

Her Royal Highness, The Princess Royal at Regimental Headquarters 
A S soon as notification of our move was given, the 

Colonel-in-Chief expressed the wish to see her Regi-
mental Headquarters in its new home, and on 22nd March, 
we were honoured with a visit from Her Royal Highness. 

By a judicious combination of official badgering and 
private expenditure, we had already gone a long way in the 
provision of furniture and furnishings to make this R.H.Q. 
worthy of what it is, the Headquarters of the Corps. T h e 
impending visit of the Princess Royal served as an even 
greater lever for getting necessary work done expeditiously 
and by the time of Her Royal Highnesses visit, all were 
agreed that a very satisfactory standard had been achieved. 

At 11.30 a.m.. Her Royal Highness was met at the gate 
by the Master of Signals and the Regimental Secretary and 
escorted to the Secretary's room, where General Thuillier 
and General Wade, Chairmen, respectively, of the Royal 
Signals Association and the Royal Signals Institution, were 
presented. 

General Scott explained briefly to the Princess Royal the 
functions of the Regimental Headquarters and Colonel 
Vulliamy outlined the history of this building and how we 
had come to acquire it as our permanent home. T h e 
Colonel-in-Chief was then escorted by General Wade into 
the adjoining office, where Lieutenant-Colonel Day, the 
Secretary of the Institution, was presented. T h e new re-
sponsibilities of the Institution were explained and the 
Princess Royal was shown the Archives Room, where the 
Corps Historical Library is now being started. 

After this. General Thuillier took over, and introduced 
Brigadier Hobson, the General Secretary of the Association, 

„. „ . , „ . . , „ J ^ , J who escorted Her Royal Highness round the other offices 
Photo: Universal Pictonal Press and Agency Ltd. l b TheMasterofSignalsandHerRcyalHighnessattheentrancetoR.H.Q. Continued on page 146 opposite 
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First of a Series 

Direct to You! 
FROM THE OFFICER i/c RECORDS 

T H E I N S P E C T O R O F T R A D E T R A I N I N G 

Editor's Note ; The following is an introductory article. It is the first of a series to 
be produced by the Officer-in-Charge Records and the Inspector of Trade Training 
in collaboration, and is written D I R E C T T O Y O U . Later articles will go into more 

detail. 

These articles are planned to help you to advance yourself both in rank and trade rating. 

" V T O ! T h i s is not going to b e an article about those 
pamphlets w h i c h so many people wi l l associate w i t h 

trade training courses at Catterick. T h e n w h y T r a d e T r a i n -
ing N o t e s in THE WIRE? W e k n o w that there is a great 
demand amongst tradesmen of all grades in the C o r p s for 
knowledge about latest developments in trades and trade 
training matters. S o w e are going to publ ish a r e ^ l a r 
series of articles in THE WIRE aimed especially at g iv ing 
information and advice on trade training direct to the 
tradesmen of the Corps . 

T r a d e training is such an important feature of our life 
in the C o r p s that considerable thought has been devoted 
to it in recent years, resulting in the decision to appoint 
a special staff whose sole purpose is to look after your 
trade training facilities and standards. This staff, headed 
by the newly-created post of Inspector of T r a d e Tra ining , 
is n o w based in Catterick, attached to the Headquarters, 
T r a i n i n g Brigade, and is, therefore, right at the hub of trade 
training, where the most influence can b e applied. T h e 
job of the Inspector is to see that the tradesmen of the 
C o r p s get the best possible trade training, have the best 
facilities for qual i fy ing and upgrading in their trade and 
that wherever this training is done, tradesmen receive the 
same instruction and reach the same qual i fy ing standard in 
the end. T h i s is a very important consideration both for 
the individual tradesmen and f o r the C o r p s as a whole , 
f o r it makes certain that a man qualified to the C o r p s 
standard is able to take his r ightful place at his trade in 
any unit , no matter w h e r e in the world it may be. 

W e hope w e are fast approaching the time w h e n the 
regular corps wi l l have grown to its ful l peacetime size 
and be composed entirely of regular soldiers. Y o u , the 
tradesmen of Royal Signals, wi l l want to k n o w that you 
have a f irm trade structure on which to build your careers. 
T h e Signal Off icer-in-Chief has personally said that the 
next f e w years should be a period of stability in the C o r p s 
w h e n changes are avoided, so that w e can all get d o w n to 
our jobs, qual i fy ing ourselves for further advancement and 
generally raising the efficiency of the individual of the 
unit and of the Corps . T h e s e next f e w years, therefore, 
wi l l b e very important ones in the lives of all the tradesmen 
of the Corps , w h e n they should take every opportunity they 
can to increase their qualification in trade, education and 
military proficiency. N o t only m a y y o u be bettering your 
p a y for this, but you wil l be earning the qualifications 
required for consideration for promotion. I f you d o not 
k n o w w h a t qualifications you need before y o u can be con-
sidered for promotion, you should ask your T r o o p or 
Squadron officer to show you, or explain to you C O R P S 
M E M O R A N D U M N o . i i , copies of w h i c h are held in all 
units. 

T h e aim of every tradesmen in the C o r p s should be to 
reach Class I of his trade as soon as he can. A good trades-
man should be able to do so within f o u r or five years of 
qual i fy ing as a Class I I I tradesman. I n order to progress 

at this speed, such a man should aim at qual i fy ing himself 
at Class I I of his trade within i 8 m o n t h s / t w o years of 
passing Class I I I . I n the same way, educational and military 
qualifications should be gained at the same speed or even 
faster. It is far better to work at one's trade and education 
whi le young, for it is easier to learn then. T h e longer 
one leaves it, the more difficult it becomes to l e a m n e w 
things and so gain higher qualifications. Y o u r careers as 
tradesmen are in y o u r hands; opportunities are there for 
you to advance, if you wil l but m ^ e the effort. T h e r e are 
many w h o can help y o u — y o u r O . C . , the T r a i n i n g Brigade 
and the Oflficer-in-Charge R e c o r d s — b u t primarily the urge 
to get on must come f r o m you yourself. T h e r e are m a n y 
ways in w h i c h y o u can help yourself , even if there is no 
organised course immediately available. Y o u can, with 
advantage, improve your handling of equipment b y 
practice; there are correspondence courses you can take 
to assist you in various subjects; and there are many train-
ing pamphlets f r o m w h i c h you can learn. Y o u r troop 
officer can tell you about these. O u r advice is . . . " H e l p 
Y o u r s e l f . " 

T h e object of this article has been to show you h o w 
you can get on as a tradesman. B u t remember that you all 
wear H e r Majesty ' s uniform, and however technical your 
trade, you are first and foremost soldiers. In order to get 
on in the A r m y and become an N . C . O . and later a Warrant 
Officer, you have to develop the ability to lead. A s in other 
walks of life, it is the leader w h o takes responsibility and 
w h o therefore gets more pay for doing so. Y o u , too, 
can become a leader, b y becoming an expert in your trade, 
and by learniTig to assume responsibility at the same time. 

CQ ALL OPERATORS 

A reminder to all you operators w h o wish to get on. 
I t is f r o m the Y e o m a n of Signals roster that the Traff ic 

Officers of the future will be found, and since there is at 
present a great shortage of Y e o m e n in the Corps , the oppor-
tunities for advancement on this roster are very good 
indeed, and at this time, second to none. T h e total re-
quirement for Y e o m e n runs into several hundreds, and at 
present only one Y e o m a n vacancy in ten is filled! W h a t 
an opportunity f o r those wi th the right qualifications to get 
o n ! A l l Sergeants on the operating roster in particular are 
eligible, provided they have the requisite qualifications. T h e 
course for potential Y e o m e n of Signals at the School of 
Signals has recently been extended to 24 weeks, and it 
covers a wide variety of instruction, as wel l as a number of 
interesting visits. I t is a l ively course, designed to turn out 
our Y e o m e n as the professional master-operators of a crack 
Corps. Ful l details of the qualifications required, the entrance 
test and the course itself are in C O R P S M E M O R A N D U M 
N o . 20. T h e opportunity is there for any operator. If 
you are one, w h y not make a start n o w to get yourself 
prepared to take the qual i fy ing examination for Y e o m a n 
of Signals? 
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Your 

Corps 

Serves 

There 

r p H E c l o s e and 
J - cordial relationship 

which exists between 
Royal Signals and the 
Federation of Malayan 
Signals is exemplified in 
the two groups shown 
above and below. 

The first group was 
taken on the occasion of 
the visit of the Repre-
sentative Colonel Com-
mandant to an Officers' 
Day, a t t e n d e d by 
Officers of the Federa-
tion Signals and the 
S i n g a p o r e Military 
Forces Signal Squad-

The second group 
was to mark the visit of 
Colonel Pentreath, of 
A.G.II, the War Office. 
The group is composed 
of officers, w a r r a n t 
officers a n d s t a f f 
sergeants of the Corps 
seconded to the Federa-
tion Signals. 

3rd row (standing): L ieu tenants Louis Lee, O n g Choo Chuan, O o i A l l Kiang, Second L ieu tenan t Abbas Bin I b ra l l im 
2nd row (standing): Capta ins A r i f f m Bin Muda, F. H. Pedley, Bhajan Singh, H e w K i m Yew, G. K. Kr ishnan, D. P. J. Lavender , L i eu tenan t 

Lai Sum Ming 
Sitting: Majors P. J. Evans, E. F. P r o c k t e r , Leong Slew Meng, L i eu tenan t -Co lone l E. McK Ersk ine, Br igad ier W . G. T u c k e r , C.B.E., 

L i eu tenan t -Co lone l J. C. C l inch , Major W . G. A . Ca thca r t , Major O o i Teong A u n , Capta in A . F. Schuber t 

V I S I T — C O L O N E L P. F. P E N T R E A T H , M . B . E . 
Standing: Staff Sergeant D. Parker , W . O . I I s R. G o o d , J. A . Park in , W . O . I I (FOS) A . W h i t t i n g t o n , W . O . I I (FOS) T. L. Craze, W . O . I I 

D. Lanyon, Staff Sergeant M. H. V^ade 
Si t t ing: Capta in ( T O T ) R. Marsh, Capta in F, H. Pedley, Major E. F. P r o c k t e r , Co lone l P. F. Pen t rea th , M.B.E., L i e u t e n a n t - C o l o n e l E. 

McK Ersk ine, Ma jo r W . G. A . Ca thca r t , Capta in D. P. J. Lavender 

A Letter from the Chairman of The Army Benevolent Fund 
K o y a l M i i l n i g h t P e r f o r m a n c o i n A i d o f t l i e F u n d 

Dear Secretary, 
I think you will be interested to know that the Fund plans to 

hold its second Variety Performance at the London Palladium 
on Thursday, 6th June, 1963, the anniversary of " D " Day. 

Her Royal Highness The Princess Marina, Duchess of Kent, 
has graciously consented to be present, and Members of the 
Army Council will be there too. 

We are meeting the same overwhelmingly goodwill for the 
Army and the Fund from the leading personalities of Stage 
and Screen as we did in 1961, and I enclose a list of those who 
have already agreed to take part. A t their wish this year's 
Performance will be known, not inappropriately, as " ' D '-Day 
with the Stars." 

You will, I know, understand that we must charge high prices 
for seats, as this is entirely a voluntary effort on the part of the 
leading Stars, often at considerable inconvenience to themselves, 
and naturally they hope to make as much money as possible for 

the Fund. The event is, therefore, directed primarily to the 
general public and not the Army. T h e Trustees do not expect 
the individual support of serving or retired soldiers and their 
families, and I woud be very grateful if you could let this be 
known. 

It would, however, be of the greatest help if you could give 
publicity, in any way you think fit, to this Royal Midnight 
Performance, and I enclose a number of handbills. 

P. N. WHITE. 
The following artistes will be taking part: Wilfred Brambell, 

Ian Carmichael, Harry H. Corbett, Charles Craig, Jimmy 
Edwards, Geraint Evans, Adam Faith, Donald Houston, Frank 
Ifield, Hattie Jacques, Garry Miller, Spike Milligan, Anna 
Neagle, Nigel Patrick, Leslie Phillips, Harry Secombe, Stan 
Stennett, Eric Sykes, Richard Todd, Reg Vamey, Norman 
Vaughan, Jack Warner, 

Further information from Association H.Q. 
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Report on the Barce Earthquake 

BY MAJOR J. B. STEWART, 245 SQUADRON 

It was 7.19 p.m. on Thursday, the 2ist February, when the 
first earth tremor was felt in Benghazi, and although buildings 
were shaken, there was no damage or casualties. Others tremors 
were felt during the next few hours, but it was almost midnight 
before I was told about the disaster caused by these same 
tremors in the ancient town of Barce, 60 miles north-east of 
Benghazi. 

I was called to H.Q. Cyrenaica Area where a Rescue Opera-
tions Room was being set up, where I was told that the im-
mediate requirement was for generators to supply light and 
power to the stricken town. Sergeant Conbett, aided by Sergeant 
Murray, set about the tasH of preparing the generators, and 
towing vehicles. They had them ready and loaded with water, 
diesel, petrol and cable within an hour. Sergeant Forster had 
taken control in the S i ^ a l Centre and was busy supervising the 
opening of extra circuits to deal with the increasingly heavy 
flow of 'quake messages. 

By this time the men of all units in D'Aosta Barracks, in-
cluding married men in quarters in Benghazi, were turning up 
at Area H.Q. and volunteering for rescue duties. The men of 
this Squadron were very much in evidence among the volunteers. 
In fact it was only as the convoy was about to leave that Sergeant 
Forster spotted among the signals contingent a number of 
N.C.O.s and men who were required for Signal Centre duties. 
Their disappointment on being ordered off the convoy was very 
apparent. 

Our party finally consisted of Sergeant Corbett, Corporal 
Dunbar, Lance-Corporal Walkingshaw, Signalmen Morley, 
Cooper, Lodge, Hall and Pointer. 

There is only one road from Benghazi to Barce and I do not 
think there has ever been such a volume of traffic on it as there 
was during that night. Vehicles were bumper to bumper in 
both directions. 

On arrival, Barce, a town of 10,000 people, was in complete 
darkness apart from the lights provided by car and lorry head-
lights. "rtiese were enough to illuminate the macabre scene. 
Our party provided electricity for the Post Office which was 
being used as a casualty clearing station. 

By this time about eight bodies had been recovered and my 
men were actually working with the bodies being stacked around 
them. 

As dawn came the full horror was to be seen. Although the 
main square, dominated by the clock tower which stopped 
ominously at 7.18 p.m. was reasonably intact, it was down the 
side streets where the real damage had occurred. Some of these 
were completely demolished and what had once been homes 
and shops had become piles of rubble. Underneath it was 
believed there were many bodies. 

The Army was now pouring aid into Barce at a fantastic 
rate. Food, clothing, blankets, tents and medical supplies. 
Casualties were being evacuated to Benghazi by helicopter and 
road and further aid was on its way from El Adem, Tripoli, 
Malta and Cyprus. 

Men of " C " Company ist Battalion Devonshire and Dorset 
Regiment were helping to dig for bodies and possible survivors. 
Others were erecting tents in the football stadium, in preparation 
as a refugee camp. 

Our detachment was asked to provide electricity to the Libyan 
Army Hospital, on the outskirts of tovra. All medical activity 
was centred there, as the civilian hospital had been demolished. 
Provision was not as straight forward as it should have been, 
as the wiring in the building was in such a poor state that 
numerous short circuits occurred. It was finally necessary to 
rewire most of the building. 

During the rewiring Lance-Corporal Walkingshaw had an 
insight into the many different facets of hospital life. While 

he was carrying on his work he unexpectedly found himself 
witnessing a childbirth and an operation. Even after that he 
was able to eat a hearty meal! 

A requirement was also for lighting for the tents in the first 
refugee camp. 

The A.C.C. had set up field kitchen but it was decided that 
they should go back to Benghazi. The kitchen was handed over 
to the Royal Signals, the idea being that the men of this 
Squadron should be self-contained, as they were going to be 
the only British troops to stay in Barce, all others returning to 
Benghazi each evening. Signalman Cooper ' volunteered' to 
cook and eventually made such a success of it that we found 
ourselves hosts to men from A.W.O., British Military Mission 
and the R.A.S.C. drivers. 

As well as the usual hazards associated with earthquakes, the 
men had to combat the torrential rain. This never let up at all 
for the first few days, although it was strictly localised in 
the Bares area. Hailstones as big as marbles, whipped up by 
gale force winds, added to our many difficulties. 

By Friday more men from the Squadron had to be sent to 
the area to help in the immense job of wiring up the refugee 
camp. Aotnong them were Lance-Corporal Wetherelt and Signal-
man McCulloch. 

By nightfall on Friday, the death roll had reached 258 and it 
was feared there were still more unaccounted for. The refugee 
camp was overflowing with the homeless. Many of the Arabs 
in the camp had never had electric lights before and were 
delighted with their new ' toy ' ! 

Out of ignorance they caused damage to the cable, bulbs 
and holders and kept the men very busy doing running repairs. 

In Benghazi the Signal Centre staff were working flat out 
dealing with the heavy flow of high precedence traffic. In 
addition they handled a flood of traffic for newspaper reporters 
and the Army's own Public Relations men. 

They did a grand job and worked very efficiently under the 
guidance of Sergeant Forster who, ably assisted by Sergeant 
Murray, acted as Signals Adviser to the staff while I was in 
Barce. 

During our busiest traffic period, a Subaltern of one Unit 
telephoned the Signal Centre for permission to send a con-
cessional telegram to his mother to assure her he was in good 
health. Sergeant Forster's comments at the time are unprint-
able, the Subaltern did not get bis telegram! 

On Saturday it was necessary to open another refugee camp. 
This one was set up three miles north of the town and it was 
planned to move all the refugees into it. At the request of the 
Libyan Prime Minister another 27.5 K V A was fetched from 
Benghazi and installed by Sergeant Corbett. 

The full extent of the earthquake was now beginning to come 
to light as refugees from outlying areas streamed into Barce for 
help. The coast town of Takneda, 22 miles from Barce, had 
been hit by a tidal wave. No casualties were reported from 
there, but the town was under about three feet of water and 
was completely evacuated. Again Royal Signals were requested 
to investigate this. 

The gigantic job of wiring up the main refugee camp made 
our men well known to the locals. None more so than Lance-
Corporal Walkingshaw who became unofficial liaison officer 
between the British forces and the Arab population. Men were 
regularly being offered gifts of eggs and chickens and glasses 
of the Arab brew of strong, hot, sweet tea. This tea had an 
intoxicating effect on some of the men, but Lance-Corporal 
Walkingshaw seemed to thrive upon it! 

Monday the 25th found the main camp growing out of all 
expectations; it was taking me all my time to find cable, bulbs 
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I. Lance Corporal Walkingshaw starting up one of his 27.5 KVAs. 2. Preparing to move f rom the Stadium to the new Refugee 
Camp at Kilo 5 f rom Barce. 3. W h e r e does this end go? 4. The always ready brew-up, Corporal O'Reilly, Signalman Pointer 

and Signalman (Master Chef) Cooper. 5. Signalman Pointer checking the 27.5 KVA. 

Pictured in the t i t le opposite is Corporal O'Reilly erecting his aerial in The Stadium. 

and bulb holders to meet the requirements. Every storeman in 
Cyrenaica was turning his store out to try and meet my 
demands. I had requested help from Malta and Sergeant Rad-
cliffe, 235 Squadron, and Signalmen Bulmer, Vassallot and 
Pace, 234 Squadron, flew in. 

Sergeant Radcliffe and his men contributed a ^ e a t service. 
Signalman Vassallot was especially valuable, as his knowledge 
of the language allowed him to act as interpreter for the detach-
ment in addition to his role of operator. 

By Wednesday the 27th of April another 17 tremors had been 
felt. As it was feared that stronger tremors might occur, the 
authorities decided to evacuate the emergency refugee camp in 
the football stadium and move aU the refugees up into main 
camp. By now the Public Works Department had taken over 
the commitment at the hospital and were in the process of 
taking over the power supply for the main camp. Our job was 
therefore mainly standby power in case of further breakdown. 

Thursday morning saw the completion of the evacuation of 
the Stadium Camp and we were put on a standby role. 

On Thursday evening almost exactly one week to the hour 
after the first tremor, another tremor shook the town. Luckily 
there were no more casualties, tiut the area was proclaimed 
dangerous and all the patients and staff of the hospital were 
evacuated to Benghazi on the Friday morning. There was no 
further task for us once evacuation had been completed so I 
withdrew our detachment to base. 

During the eight days that we were in Barce we laid a total 
of 15,000 yards of power cable, installed 1,500 bulbs and holders 
and provided light and power for 13,000 people. 

T h e men of the Royal Signals were among the first to arrive 
on the scene, remained there constantly throughout the next 
eight days and left days after the last other British troops left. 
T h e spirit of the Corps was upheld and even further enhanced 
and all ranks won the admiration of both Arab and British. 

I Ill 

The following goods are available from Association Headquarters : 

Corps Ties—Heavy Weave 7/6 
Woollen 8/6 
Terylene 1 1 / -

Corps Scarves—Woollen ... 2 1 / -
Rayon Squares 2 1 / -

Cravats—Terylene 2 1 / -
Corps Cuff Links 8/6 
Association Buttonhole Badges or Brooches 3 / -
Blazer Badges 4 5 / -
Crcsted Ash Trays 4/6 

Member! only 

Blazer Buttons—^T.arge (each) 2/3 
Small (each) 1/8 

Motor Car Badges (enamelled in Corps 
Colours 3 5 / -

Motor Cycle Badges (enamelled in Corps 
Colours) 20/-

Corps Plaques 29/6 Plus postage 
Corps Diaries (available each year between November and 

February. Apply to Headquarters for Order Form). 

Please Send Cash With Order for all the above articlei. 
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Signalmen 

Commended 

Meritorious Action 

in 

R.A.F. Crash 

Scene of crash taken I hour after, 
showing hole dug by cable jointers 
marked wi th pin prick ^ 

ON 9th May, 1962, Corporal Charlesworth, Signalman Fred 
and Signalman Manncienne, of " K " Airfield Signal 

Troop 21 St Regiment, were worldng on a cable task at the 
R.A.F. Station Wildenrath when an R.A.F. Javelin aircraft 
crashed some sixty yards from where they were working. 

They immediately ran to the crashed aircraft and found that 
as it was upside down it was impossible to get the pilot out. 
T h e y then, on their own initiative, and irrespective of any 
possible danger to themselves, commenced to dig a way under 
the aircraft to allow the R.A.F. medical personnel to get at the 
pilot and ultimately remove him from the aircraft. 

For their prompt action, the Air Officer Commanding Royal 
Air Force Germany (2 T.A.F.) awarded them his commendation. 
These certificates of merit were presented by the Station 
Commander, Group Captain J. D . Thirlwell, O.B.E., D.F.C. , on 
l i t h February, 1963. Previously all three and other members 
of the Troop, including Corporal Fromson and Lance-Corporal 
Laing, were congratulated by the Station Commander at a 
Colour Hoisting Parade on the Station. 

A photograph of the crashed Javelin showing the hole dug 
by Corporal Charlesworth and his men is included, together 
with a photograph of the Station Commander, the Troop 
Officer, Lieutenant D . A . Bell, and the three soldiers. 

The Editor is sure that the Corps will join THE WIRE in 
congratulating Corporal Charlesworth, Signalman Fred, and 
Signalman Manncienne on their prompt and courageous action, 
which will help to strengthen even more the bond between the 
Corps and the R.A.F. 

Recommended Reading 

14th Regiment aid Police in aircraft accident 163 Shades of Quetta. T h e Corps does it again. ... ... 150-151 

Winklepicking 

Junior Leaders join the 24th 
Motor Cycle Trial Successes 
Fact or Fiction? It reads like a novel. Gurkha 

162 
166 

159 

In search of Signalmen 

Royal Sierra Leone Military Forces 

Corps Gramophone Record 

155 

... 172-173 

... 177-178 

Signals in Brunei 170 3rd Division 176 
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For quality, Senior Service stand alone...for Senior Service 
cigarettes are so carefully made... always packed full and 
firm with cool-smoking Virginia tobaccos. Tobaccos that 
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•> SCOTCH W"' , 
S O l B l A B E l 

BRITAIN'S LARGEST-SELLING SCOTCH WHISKY 

BT APPOlNTMtNT TO 
HSa ItAJBSTY THE QOTEN̂  
BISCUIT UANUPACTURERS 

W » R JACyB 1 CO 
(L'rOOI.) LTD. 

J A C O B ' S 

CREAM CRACKERS 
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the best canned 

and frozen foods 
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( U p to 291/1 March, 1963) 
R E G U L A R A R M Y 

Lieutenant-Colonel G . H . Wolton, O.B.B., A.M.I.E.E., retires, 30th March, 
1963. 

Captain (T .O.T. ) J . Foster to be Major (T .O.T. ) 28th March, 1963. 
Lieutenant-Colonel W. T . M . Gaskell retires 30th March, 1963. 
Major (Q.M.) S. G . Bow, M.B.E., retires 30th March, 1963, with honorary 

rank o£ Lieutenant-Colonel. 
Major (Q.M.) H . Carr retires 31st March, 1963. 

Sergeant N . J , Crowder . . . 
Sergeant T . A. Hammill 
Sergeant A. G . T o d d .. . 
Sergeant S. W . Allen . . . 
Sergeant A. D . F . Falconer 
Sergeant S. J . Esdale . . . 
Sergeant J . V. Bridgeman 
Sergeant J. P . Mclnal ly . . . 
Sergeant P. C. Inglie . . . 
Sergeant W . L . Benson .. . 
Sergeant T . J . Everitt . . . 
Sergeant J. Gardner 
Sergeant C. J . Meredi th 
Sergeant B. O'Neil l 
Sergeant D . F . Wilson . . . 
Sergeant R. R . Gilmore ... 
Sergeant W . J. F . Smith . . . 
Sergeant M . R . Barnden 
Sergeant K . E . Wormall 
Sergeant A. A. Murray . . . 
Sergeant P. Sadler 
Sergeant J. Phillips 
A/Sergeant F . A. Byrd . . . 
A / S g t . R. Nicholson 

2is t Regiment 
14th Regiment (2 Squadron) 
213 Squadron 
School of Signals 
School of Signals 
School of Signals 
School of Signals 
School of Signals 
School of Signals 
School of Signals 
School of Signals 
School of Signals 
School of Signals 
234 Squadron 
22nd Regiment 
I St Regiment 
207 Squadron 
I St Regiment 
2S3 Squadron 
73 Squadron, R.E. 
242 Squadron 
7th Regiment 
j u n . Leaders Regt. , R. Signals 
58th Regiment 

S H O R T S E R V I C E C02V1MISSI0NS 
Captain P. W. Powley relinquishes his commission 15th March, 1963. 
Major (Q.M.) T. C. Ferguson relinquishes his commission 15th March , 

1963. 
C.aptain (Q.M.) Holmes relinquishes his commission i6 th March, 1963. 
Captain (Q.M.) D . C. Dickens to be Major (Q.M.) lo th March, 1963. 

ARMY E M E R G E N C Y R E S E R V E 
Corporal C. G . G. Edwards to be Second-Lieutenant, i s t February, 1963. 

T E R R I T O R I A L A R M Y 
Colonel W. A. Lee, O.B.E., T.D., is appointed Honorary Colonel, 50 (N) 

Signal Regiment T .A. , 31st March, 1963. 
Captain E. G . Smi th to be Captain (T.O.T. ) , 31st March, 1963. 
Second-Lieutenant J. S. W. Jeffery to be Lieutenant , 12th February, 1963. 
A. G . Hailwood to be Second-Lieutenant, 27th February, 1963. 
Captain J. H . Smith granted the acting rank of Major , i6 th December , 

1962. 
Staff Sergeant P. A. Upton to be Second-Lieutenant, 9th February, 1963. 
Sergeant J. E . Heaton to be Second-Lieutenant. 
Captain R. N . Cowen (lale R.A.S.C. Short Service Commission) to be 

Captain, 13th February, 1963. 
Second-Lieutenant C. King-Smith f rom general list to be Second-

Lieutenant. 
Second-Lieutenant H . Askham relinquishes his commission, 30th March, 

1963. 
Major (Q.M.) A. Milligan (Reserve of Officers) to be Captain, is t May, 

1963. 

Movements — Warrant OiHeers and Sergeants 
W.O.I D . Haughney 
W.O.I W. J . Russell 
W . O . I I R. Staniford 
W.O. I I C. 
W.O. I I B. 
W.O. I I F . 
W . O . I I C. 
W.O. I I S. 
W.O. I I W. 

L . Buckley . . . 
L . Whi te . . . 
E . Wood 
A. Turne r ... 
Davison 
J . M . Gahan 

W . O . I I A. A. Hopewell 
W.O. I I E . W. Redman 
W . O . I I K. H . Attwell 
W . O . I I T . R. Felton 
W . O . I I C. D . Godden 
W.O. I I J . A. Dady 
Staff Sergeant G . Donovan . . . 
Staff Sergeant D . W . Marshall 
Staff Sergeant A. Leach 
Staff Sergeant J. E . Latham .. . 
Staff Sergeant K . Palmer 
Staff Sergeant K . Taylor 
Staff Sergeant A. Agatsiotis . . . 
Staff Sergeant D. J. Lane 
Staff Sergeant A. N . Brookes ... 
Staff Sergeant P . Gill 
A/Staff Sergeant R. G . Ross . . . 
A/Staff Sergeant G . Penman .. . 
Sergeant W . Motion 
Sergeant A. Sim 
Sergeant A. Champion 
Sergeant J. A. Angell 
Sergeant H . Johnson 
Sergeant R . Woodhead 
Sergeant A. C. T . Tasker ... 
Sergeant J . Griffin 
Sergeant D. Bower 
Sergeant B. B Marshall 
Sergeant J. W. A. Clarke 
Sergeant W . Schofield 
Sergeant G . H . Youngjohns . . . 
Sergeant C. Hay 
Sergeant A. MaoDonald 
Sergeant A. J. Gale 
Sergeant D . W . Patch 
Sergeant B. A. C. Burt 

T o Jun . Leaders Regt., R . Signals 
„ A.A.S. , Harrogate 
„ School of Signals 
„ 8th Regiment 
„ 14th Regiment ( i Squadron) 
„ S3rd Regiment (T.A.) 
„ 7th Regiment 
„ 53rd Regiment (T.A.) 
„ 63rd Regiment (T.A.) 
„ i6 th Regiment 
„ 48th Regiment 
„ 53rd Regiment 
„ 50th Regiment 1 
,, 233 Squadron 
„ School of Signals 
„ 7th Regiment 
„ i6 th Regiment 
„ 4 R .T .R . Signal Troop 
„ School of Signals 
„ 2nd Regiment 
„ 222 Squadron 
„ 57th Regiment (T.A.) 
„ School of Signals 
„ School of Signals 
,, School of Signals 
„ 13th Regiment 
„ 9th Regiment 
„ 13th Regiment 
„ H.Q. , A .F .N .E . 
„ 7th Regiment 
„ 7th Regiment 
„ 22nd Regiment 
„ Jun . Leaders Regt., R . Signals 
„ 4th Regiment 
„ 2nd Regiment 
„ 45th Regiment (T.A.) 
„ H.Q. , A.E.R., Royal Signals 
„ 249 Squadron 
„ 239 Squadron 
„ Jun. Leaders Regt., R . Signals 
„ 239 Squadron 
„ A.A.S. , Harrogate 
„ Jun . Leaders Regt. R . Signals 
„ 252 Squadron 
„ 51st Regiment 

Deaths 
H A Y F I E L D . — L i e u t e n a n t - Colonel H . V. Hayfi«ld, M.A., A.M.I.S.E., 

suddenly, on 17th March , aged 53. Served in the Corps since 1930 
(see Obituary Column). 

YOUNIE.—Lieutenant-Colonel Lewis Victor Yoimie, died on 24th March, 
1963, aged 65. H e was first commissioned in 1917 with the Argyle 
and Sutherland Highlanders and later commanded 8th Indian Division 
Signals, 1941-43. (See Obituary Column). 

ROBINSON.—^Signalman Peter Robinson, of 8th Regiment, died OH 2i»t 
March, 1963, as a result of a car accident, in Middlesbrough General 
Hospital. H e was a Li fe Member of the Association. 

OSBALDSTON.—Lance-Corpora l Kevin George Peter , on 8th March, in 
B.A.O.R. 

DOBSON.—Corpora l George Henry Dobson, on 21st March, 1963, in 
B.A.O.R. 

STEVENSON.—Colone l Lord James Stevenson, O.B.E., on 4th March , 
1963, at the age of 80 (see Ob i t i a ry column). 

FORD.—^Ex-W.O.II J . Ford , of s . Church Lane, D o d d i n g h u m , Brentford, 
Essex, who died on n t h March, age 56. H e enlisted in Royal Signals in 
1939 and was discharged in July, 1952. H e was an Annual Member of 
the Royal Signals Association since May, 1^54. 

BALMAIN.—Colone l George Harcourt Stewart Balmain, on 22nd April . 
1963, at Pur ton Manor , Andover, at the age of 56. H e was commissioned 
into Royal Signals in 1928. H e was promoted Lieutenant-Colond on 
i s t April, 1950, and retired in 1952, being granted the rank of Hon . 
Colonel (a ful l obituary will appear in our next issue). 

WALLOND.—Signa lman F . J . Wallond (of 257 Squadron), at Sr. Andreas 
Hospital, Schloss Neuthause, Westphalia, West Germany, on 19th April, 
as a result of road accident. H e was an Annual Member of the Royal 
Signals Association. 

MURPHY.—Signa lman M. A. Murphy (of 257 Squadron), at Sr. Andreas 
Hospital, Schloss Neuthause, Westphalia, West Germanv, on 19th April 
as result of road accident. 

C O T G R E A V E . — W . O . I I C. Cotgreave. on 13th AprU, 1963, Royal Signals 
for 23 years to 2nd February, 1961. H e served the Ccnps in France, 
Germany, Italy, Africa, F a r ^ s t . 

Marriages 
W I L S O N - B R O W N — B R O W N . — L i e u t e n a n t M. S. Wilson-Brown of 30th 

Regiment, to Miss Angela M. Brown, at the Parish Church, Shameley 
Green, Guildford, on 30th March, 1963. 

Births 
IDRIS.—-To Lieutenant (of i8 th Regiment) and Mrs. Idris, a son. 
S M I T H . — T o Corporal (2S1 Squadron) and Mrs . Smith, a daughter, Diane 

Lorraine, at B .M.H. , Dhekeliff, on 13th March, 1963. 
H I R S T . — T o Signalman Hirst (261 Squadron) and Mrs . Hirst , a daughter , 

Beverley Ann , at B .M.H. , Dhekelia, on 30th March, 1963. 

Butchers : Grocers : Game Dealers 
our aim in all Depts.:— 

Superb Quality 

CHAS. JACKSON & SONS 
63, 64 and 66 SKINNERGATE 

EstabUshed D A R L I N G T O N Telephone 
29S5 

Sixty Years Satisfactory Service 

" W E BUY T H E B E S T " " W E S E L L T H E B E S T " 
DAILY DELIVERIES IN YOUR DISTRICT 
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Forthcoming Events 
39th Meet ing of the Centra l Committee, R o y a l 

Signals Associat ion 
will be held on 30th May, 1963. 

Quicks i lver P r o g r a m m e , 1963 
14th- i6th June 
13th-i4tl i July 
I8th-20th July 
3rd - 6th August 
9 th - io th August 

20th-20th August 
4 th - 7th September 

I2 th - i4 th September 
l8th-22nd September 
25th-28th September 

i s t - 3rd October 
5th - 8th October 

J i t h - i 6 t h October 

Aldershot Army Display 
Sywell Air Display 
Liverpool Corps Show 
Leeds Gala 
Southampton Army Display 
Ayr Display 
Cardiff Army Week 
Wallasey EHsplay 
Edinburgh Display 
Aberdeen 
Dundee 
Perth 
Glasgow 

The Corps W e e k e n d , Iteunion and 10th Annua l 
Genera l Meet ing of the Associat ion 

will be held on 29th and 30th June, 1963. 

R o y a l Signals Off icers ' Annua l D inne r 
At the Hyde Park Hotel, Knightsbridge, on Wednesday, 29th May, K 
7 for 7-30 P-m. Ticket £1 . Dress : Evening Dress or dinner jacket. 

The R o y a l Signals Off icers ' ' A t H o m e ' 
instead of a Tea Party at the Hyde Park Hotel , will take the fo rm of 
a G A R D E N P A R T Y to be held at the Hurl ingham Club, Fulham, S.W.6, 
at 4 for 4.30 p.m. on Thursday, 30th May. All Royal Signals Officers, 
Regular or Reserve Army, serving or retired, are eligible to attend with 
their wives. Ticket 13 /6 . Dress : Lounge suit. 

E x - B o y s ' 9th Annua l D inner 
is to oe held on Saturday, I4ih September, 1963, 6.30 for 7.30 p.m. , at 
the Victory Ex-Services Club, 631/79, Seymour Street, London, W .2 ^one 
minute f r o m Marble Arch Station and first left u p Edgware Road). Lounge 
suit or uniform. Dinner tickets £ i per head, obtainable f rom Major F . 
G . Strange (Retd.), 9, Kidmore Road, Caversham Heights, Reading, 
Berks. Crossed cheques/postal orders should be made payable to Royal 
Signals Ex-Boys' Dinner . Please book by the is t July, tickets despatched 
•oon after that date. As i t was co t possible to hold a dinner in 1962, you 
may be sure of a hearty welcome tliis year, bringing your wife or other 
guests. 

Cancel lat ion 
Owing to catering difficulties resulting f r o m the Army Exhibition being 
held in Aldershot on 15th and i6 th June, it is regretted that it has been 
necessary to cancel the Corps " At H o m e , " which it was proposed to hold 
on the occasion of the R.E. v. Royal Signals cricket match at the Aldershot 
Club on 15th June. 

R o y a l Signals Institution Lectures , 1963 
Tuesday, 24th September, " J o i n t Communicat ions," Major-General A. M . 
W . Whistler, C.B.E., 6 p.m.. Nor th Hall , Training Brigade, Royal S i j ^ t , 
Catterick Camp, Yorks. 

Thursday , 26th September, ' T h e Royal Canadian Signals," Major J . G . 
Berry, C.D., B.Sc., Royal Canadian Signal Corps, 6 p .m. , at the T .A . Centre, 
47th Regiment, T .A . , Duke of York's Headquarters , Chelsea, S.W.3. 

Tuesday, 26th November, " Procurement of Signal Equ ipment , " Major-
General R . J . Moberly, C.B., O.B.B., 6 p.m., at Nor th Hall, Training Brigade, 
Royal Signals, Catterick Camp, Yorks. 

A Member may bring two guests to the above Lectures. 

I n d i a n A r m y Reunion 1963 
I t is proposed that the 1963 Reunion b e held at Hurl ingham Q u b on 
Friday, 28th Jime. 

R o y a l Signals Associat ion 
S O U T H A M P T O N B R A N C H . T h e 17th Annual Dinner of the South-
ampton Branch will be held at Blighmont (West) T . A . Centre, Millbrook 
Road, Southampton, on Saturday, l8th May, at 7.30 p.m. Tickets, at 
8 /6 , are available f rom Mr . F . S. Griffiths, Hon. Treasurer , 60. Winchester 
Road, Shirley, Southampton. Members f rom neighbouring Associations are 
welcome, and also any I939-4S members of 43 Divisional Signals, who 
will feel very much at home at this gathering. 

R O Y A L SIGIVALS R A X D E I V G A « E M E ] \ T S 
T o u r i n g Rand 

26th M a y - 8 t h J u n e 
i6 th June 
17th - 22nd June 
15th - 27th July 

i2ist July 
28th July 
I2 th - i8 th August 

, is t -7th Sg j t ember 
8th-2is t September . . . . 
29th September-6th October 

! 
N o n - T o u r i n g R a n d 

R o y a l Signals Golfing Society F ixtures , 1963 
29th May 

Eastbourne 
Regents Park, London 
St. James's Park, London 
Dunferml ine 
Kirkcaldy 
Kirkcaldy 
Edinburgh 
Folkestone 
Eastbourne 
Eastbourne 

4th June 
19th June 
n t h July 
17 th July 
15th August 
29th August 
2 is t September 
2Sth September 
26th and 27th September 

Cricket F ixtures 
i8 th May 

2 S t h M a y 

4 / 8 t h June 
l o / i i t h June 

I 2 t h June 
I 4 / I 5 t h June 

Tennis 
i o th - i3 th 

lo th 
June 
July 

n t h July 
12 th 
13 th 

uly 
uly 

27th July 
29th July - 3rd August 

I 3 t n • I3tl 
14th 

August 
August 

R .M.A, , Sandhurst , at Camberley 
Heath 

R.E., at Hankley Common 
R.A.S.C. , at Fleet 
R.A. . at Surmingdale 
R.A.P.C. , at Hankley Common 
R.E .M.E. , at East Berkshire 
R.A.O.C. , at Swinley Forest 
Staff College, at Camberley Heath 
Ironsides, at Hankley Common 
September Au tumn Meeting at 

Hankley Common 

Royal Signals v. Welbeck College, 
at Welbeck 

Royal Signals v. Ampleforth, at 
Amoleforth. 

Corps Cricket Week at Catterick 
Royal Signals v. R.A.S.C. . at Aider-

shot 
Royal Signals v. R .M.A. . at Sandhurst 
Royal Signals v. R.E. , at Aldershot 

Club 

Corps Tournament at Catterick. 
Royal Signals v. Staff College, 

Camberley. 
Royal Signals v. R.E. , at Aldershot 
Royal Signals v. R .E .M.E. , at Aldershot 
Royal Signals v. R,A.S.C. , at Aldershot 
Royal Signa-ls v. R .M.A. , at Sandhurst 
Armv Championships at Aldershot 
Royal Signals v. R.A.E.C. . at Aldershot 
Roval Signals v. R.A. , at Woolwich 

M o t o r Cycle D i sp l ay T e a m 
The programme of the Motor Cycle Display Team contains the following 

engagements for 1963: 

Solihull Carnival at Solihull, Yorkshire. 
Ross Group Sports Club Show, at Grimsby. 
Soham Benevolent Associadon Show at Soham, 

Nr . Ely, Cambs. 
Suffolk Agricultural Show, at Ipswich. 
Ministry of Aviation Sports Day at London 

(Heathrow) Airport. 
Tour of Britain Cycle Race at Scarborough. 
Nor thumber land Agricultural Show at Morpeth . 
Royal Counties Show at Poole /Boumemouth . 
Tamwor th Carnival at Tamwor th , Staffs. 
Catterick Old Comrades at Catterick. 

.. Leeds School Day at Leeds. 
Basingstoke Carnival. 
Cumberland Show at Carlisle. 
Morayshire Farmers ' C lub Show at Elgin, Moray-

shire. 
Border Union Agricultural Show at Kelso. 

.. . Oswestry Agricultural Show. 
Kingston Agricultural Show at Kingston-upon-
Hull . 

,. " Vulcan Foundaries Sports Day at Newton-le-
Willows. 

Berlin Tattoo. 
Wallasey Tat too at Wallasey. 
Thames Show at T h a m e . Oxon. 
Toe H Show at Tillicoultry. 

25th May 
is t June 
3rd June 

5th-6th June . . . 
8th June 

I2th June 
15th June 
I9th-22nd June 
29th June 
30th June 
6th July . . . 
13th July 
18th July 
20th July 

27 th July 
is t August . . . 
5th August . . . 

17th August . . . 

2nd-8th Sept. 
I i t h - i 4 t h Sept. 
19th Sept. . . . 
2 i s t Sept. 

A Note f o r y o n r D i a r y 
Your Corps Band will be playing in Regents Park on i6 th June and 

St . James's Park f rom 17th to the 22nd June . 

I 2 t h 
23rd 

June 
June 

Scarborough 
Morecambe 

CLOTHING is still URGENTLY required 

b y the WELFARE SECTION 
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Mr. Peek and Mr. Frean have been on 

overseas service since 1857. You'll find 

them in service canteens and Naafis 

throughout the world. 

Peek Tmn 
Makers of Famous Biscuits and Christmas Puddings 

MINCED BEEF 
WITH ONION AND GRAVY 

BEEF AND OKION PATTIES 
1 X 16 oz. can TYNE BRAND 
MINCED BEEF WITH ONION, 
6 rounds of bread (approx. 
1" thick and 3" in dia-
meter). Trim rounds of bread 
and cut a circle from the 
centre of each. Fry rounds 
of bread in hot fat (370 deg. 
F.) imtil golden brown. Drain 
well and fill with MINCED 
BEEF WITH ONION. Serve hot 
with vegetables. 

TYNE BRAND 
It's a F / n e B r a n d 

TYNE BRAND PRODUCTS LIMITED • NORTH SHIEI^DS 

" I k a t k h ^ t t ^ - - i i u x t ^ 

BOOTH'S 

Both made from 100% grain spirit; both distilled in the City. 

S / i 3 - 2 Printed in Great Britain SUPPLEMENT No. 2 - P A G E ONE 



T H E A S S O C I A T I O N O F SERVICE NEWSPAPERS A D V E R T I S E M E N T PAGES, 
6 7 / 6 8 j E R M Y N STREET, ST. JAMES'S, S . W . l . TEL. V W I T E H A L L 2 5 0 4 

If you're looking for a really good rum 
this is the label on the bottle... 

I f 

- I N C O R P O R A T E D a ^ ' M A Y I b / O -

HUDSON'S BAY 
JAMAICA RUM 

E D I N B U R G H 

P R O D U C E O F J A M A I C A 

...the bottle is in the NAAFI 
and you know where the NAAFI is! 

MOREMIDIIS 
BEnER VALUE 

B R I T I S H M A D E B Y B R Y A N T A M A Y 

W h i c h e v e r way 
you look at it, 
N e s c a f e is 
the b e s t cof fee 

•JS- NESCAFE Is a registered trade mark to designate Nestli's Instant coffee. 
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Promotions 
The following promotions and deletions are authorised to the end 

of March, 1963. 

Ht^gimental Duty Itostor 

T o W.O. I I 

T o S Sgi. 

22296837 
22823479 
22296193 
22515780 
22537241 

2549614 
22155176 
14459499 

2549010 
22273915 
22050002 
22426048 
22550410 
22265979 

2549521 
22538999 
22515923 
22526536 
22547164 
22526607 
22515384 
22265286 
21182789 

S Set. 
A / W . O . I I 
A / W . O . I I 
S S g t . 
S Sgt. 
A / W . O . I I 
S Sgt. 
A / W . O . I I 
S Sgt. 
S S g t . 
A / S Sgt. 
A / S Sgt. 
Sgt. 
A / S Sgt. 
Sgt. 
Sgt. 
Sgt. 
Sgt. 
Sgt. 
A / S Sgt. 
Sgt. 
Sgt. 
A / S Sgt. 

lent , J. E. 
Tu rne r , J. G . 
Salter, N . 
Higgins, R. C. 
Lockley, T . 
Smith, W. P . 
Peat, A. W. 
Blundell, I . 
Alfred, A. S. 
Wood, D . 
Jones, L . R . 
Ross, R. G. 
Keeler, R . E. 
Magnum, R. A. 
Brown, W. B. 
Luniney, A. 
Norris, S. R. 
Copley, H. 
Osborne, R. G. 
Ridley, C. 

Lindsell, J. B. 

New 
Sen. No. 

4760 
4770 
4780 
4790 
4800 
4810 
4820 

„ "830 
R. 4840 

4850 
7300 
7310 
7320 

c. 7330 
7340 
7350 
7360 
7370 
7380 
7390 
7400 
7410 
7420 

Old 
Sen. No. 
5420 
5220 
5600 
5124 
5530 
5450 
4640 
5480 
5620 
5820 

610 (Fd) 
4250 (Op) 
4230 (Op) 
4370 (Op) 
1420 (Tec) 
4400 (Op) 
3990 (Op) 
1500 (Tec) 
4000 (Op) 

690 (Fd) 

784 (Ad) 

Foreman of Si|i;nn1s Roster 
T o S Sgt. 22639355 

22967476 

Technical Roster 

Jeffery, R. A. 
Kenyon, M. 

1710 2810 (Tec) 
1720 3310 (Tec) 

T o W . O J I 2549534 S Sgt. Stringer, R. 640 430 
T o S Sgt. 22212655 Sgt. Morrill , G . E . 1210 760 
T o Sgt. 23224251 Cpl. Wood, C. S. W . 3832 8010 T o Sgt. 

23479933 Cpl. Rogers, F . 3863 5810 
22821026 Cpl. Charles, P. M. 3915 8960 
23463972 Cpl. Sanders, D. R . 3925 6960 
23234292 Cpl. Evans, D . B. 3980 7410 
23234395 Cpl. Bockman, D. M . 4000 5650 

Operating Roster 
T o Sgt. 

Field 
T o Sgt. 

22823311 
21039898 
2 2 9 7 0 9 4 5 
22983216 
22771410 
22776501 
23486307 
22776651 
23530510 
22196190 
22983141 
23503679 
23486935 
22827515 
23512271 

22776477 

Roster 

Cpl. 
Cpl . 
A /Sg t . 
Cpl . 
Cpl. 
Cpl. 
Cpl. 
A / S g t . 
Cpl. 
Cpl. 
Cpl. 
Cpl. 
Cpl. 
Cpl. 
Cpl . 
Cpl. 

22547435 Cpl. 
23501299 Cpl. 
22296999 Cpl. 

Blay, M . J. 
Lavery, V. N . 
Speirs, D. 
Naismith, W. J. A. 
Greenhill , W. E. 
Patch, D . W. 
Adlington, G . A. 
Jennings, M. 
Shryane, M . T . 
Boulton-Lear, R. 
Coker, K . M . 
Scott, A. 
Heaney, W. 
Hambleton, R. E . 
Thompson, E . V. 
Dudley, H . H . 

Phillips, L . A. 
Dooley, L . 
Smith, D. 

10450 
10460 
10470 
10480 
10490 
10500 
10510 
10520 
10530 
10540 
10550 
10560 
10570 
10580 
10590 
10600 

9780 
1790 
8770 
8770 
9430 

10120 
10180 
11620 
13570 
13690 
14740 

10660 
14070 
14110 
14520 

I N S E R T I O N S 
Regimental Duty Roster 
T o Sgt. 22561769 S Sgt. Thomas, D . G . 

Teciinical Roster 
T o Sgt. 2334840 S Sgt. 

Operating Roster 
To Sgt. 22296424 A/Sg t . 

Campbell , R. 

2684 2620 
3580 2590 
3590 2900 

5625 890 
(Sig. Cen. Spvr.) 

440 350 
(S Sgt.) 

Teciinical Roster 
W . O . I I 420 
S Sgt, 1060 350 
Sgt. 3503 1420 1500 

Signal Centre Supervisor Roster 
S Sgt. 460 

Operating Roster 
Sgt. 1710 4180 4920 8690 

780 

Morgan, K . I . 1124 540 (Tec) 

Fielfl Roster 
Sgt. 70 180 250 

Administrative Roster 
Sgt. 1310 2000 2090 

Recruiting for the Territorial Army 
B Y SERGEANT W . SALLIE, 52 ( L ) REGIMENT ( T . A . ) 

She was blonde, beautiful—and in bed. I was hot, bothered— 
and in Best Battledress. No, it wasn't an Cipisode from a 
Sergeant Bilko T V show, just Sergeant Sallie recruiting for the 
Cbrps. Some fast talking was called for, this time a little faster 
than usual. 

It all began when the Unit advertised in the local Press for 
r .A. recruits. The names rolled in, and I found myself with 
the job of calling on those who had applied. It looked easy. 
All I needed was a big smile and bags of charm—or so I thought. 
That was before I called to see Miss Smith. 

It was a Sunday morning, and Mrs. Smith said: " Come right 
in, soldier . . . ." She took me down the hall, threw open a 
door, and there was her daughter, still catching up on her beauty 
sleep. I looked round for mental support from Mum and was 
in time to see her disappear into the kitchen. 

Well, what would Y O U have done? 
Me? I stood rigidly to attention at the door and gave my 

little speech from there, eyes fixed firmly on a point two inches 
above her right ear. It was one occasion when the British Army 
was glad to retreat. Still, we did gain a new recruit. I just 
can't wait to see her with her clothes on! 

One tight spot should have been enough for one day, but 
there was more to come. An hour later, I was knocking on 
another door, this time to speak to a young lad who wanted to 
wear Mercury on his beret. The door opened, and the motherly 
figure there almost burst into tears. " Your surely not going 
to take Tommy away with you?" she asked nervously. A 
deserter? Someone on the run? Was he bigger than I am? 
But the answer was simple. The big brother in the family had 
just come home on leave from Germany, and Mum wondered 
if World War III was about to begin, with her laddie leading 
the fray. 

For a simple recruiting campaign I was gaining more battle 
honours than the Brigade of Guards. Still, we did get results. 

Army Trades Recognised by Trades Unions 

A.C.I. 112 of 29th March, 1963, notifies that tradesmen and 
tradeswomen of the following Signal trades are eligible, in 
reco^ition of their trade skill and experience, for direct 
admission to membership of the Electrical Trades Union. 

Electronics Technician*, Foreman of Signals, Line 
Technicians, Lineman, Radio Relayman, Radio Tech-
nician, Telecommunications Technician*, Telegraph 
Technician, Special Operator*. 

Trades asterisked mean that negotiations are still in hand. 

A D D I T I O N S 

Administrative Roster 
T o Sgt. 22569681 Sgt. 

21182789 Sgt. 
Topliss, R. 
Lindsell, J. B. 

D E L E T I O N S 

Itegimental Duty Roster 
W.O.I 640 
W.O. I I 10 1570 3280 
S Sgt. 540 4650 5780 

2104 8690 (Op) 
784 180 (Fd) 

Have you placed a standing order for 

a copy of The Wire ? 

Why not do so now ? 
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b 11 u a r I e s; 

( 'OI .ONEL I .ORD J A M E S STEVENSOIV 

B f i Sir John Spencer Muirhead 

Lieutenant-Colonel the Hon. Lord Stevenson, O.B.E.J a 
retired Senator of the Ck)llege of Justice in Scotland and Lord 
Commissioner of Justiciary there, who died on 4th March, 1963, 
aged 80, will be remembered with affection by many who 
served in R.E. Signals in France in the First World War. 

Jim Stevenson was commissioned on 6th September, 1905, 
as Second-Lieutenant in the Clyde Division Submarine Miners 
R.E. (Volunteers). Army Order 130 of June, 1907, abolished 
R.E. Submarine Miners and Stevenson was posted to the ist 
Lanarkshire Royal Engineers (Volunteers) whose headquarters 
were at Jardine Street, Glasgow, to which Corps indeed the 
Submarine Miners, on their formation in 1885, had originally 
belonged. The ist Lanarkshire R.E. (V.) in 1908 became 
the Glasgow Group R.E. (T.F.), consisting of the ist High-
land Field Company and three Telegraph Companies—wireless, 
airline and cable. 

On the outbreak of war, in August, 1914, the Field Company 
joined the 51st Division, being numbered 400th, and the 
telegraph companies provided a variey of units, such as IV 
Corps Signal Company, which, landing at Ostend in October, 
took part in the first Battle of Ypres; Headquarters and No. i 
Section of the 8th Divisional Signal Company, and Airline 
and Wireless Sections all also in the B.E.F. in 1914. 

Stevenson, with a couple of Glaagowr Cable Sections and a 
Headquarters Section found himself, in the autumn of 1914, 
acting as Signal OfiScer of the ist Mounted Division in East 
Anglia. Signal communications in East Anglia could hardly be 
said to exist. It is true that there was a telegraph sounder 
circuit from Divisional Headquarters in the Angel Hotel, Bury 
St. Edmunds to the Horse Guards, but the only communication 
with the Yeomanry Brigades was by Post Office telephones, 
and few staff officers in those days, apparently, had ever used a 
telephone. Orders were carried by D.R. to Diss, where they 
were handed over to guards on Great Eastern Railway Company 
trains. The D.R.s were university students recruited on the 
outbreak of war, and the main object of the D.R. runs was 
to break the record for the 22 miles covered. No D.R. was 
killed, but the casualties among Indians, Rudge-Whitworths, 
Triumphs, etc., were considerable. 

In January, 1915, various sections of the Glasgow R.E. Signals 
were collected at Hitchin and formed a training depot from 
which a large number of units went overseas. Stevenson went 
to France in the summer of 1915 as Second-in-Command of 
X Corps Signals, and when in 1916 the post of A.D.A.S. Corps 
was created, command of the X Corps S i ^ a l Company fell to 
him. He subsequently commanded 3rd Divisional Signals, and 
for two spells, 51st Divisional Signals, becoming, in December, 
1917, A.D.A.S. IV Corps. 

After the war, the Glasgow R.E. Signals units were reformed 
into the Scottish Corps Signals, and the 52nd (Lowland) 
Divisional Signals, Royal Corps of Signals. Stevenson rejoined 
the Corps Signals as a Company Commander, but in 1922 it 
was disbanded under the " Geddes Axe," and Stevenson 
retired. 

He was called to the Scottish Bar in 1908, took silk in 1931, 
was elected M.P. for Camlachie the same year, and was elevated 
to the Bench of the Court of Session in 1936. He resigned in 
1948. 

He retained his interest in Signals and was proud to be the 
senior surviving commanding officer of 51st Signals, as well 
as one of the last surviving officers of the ist L.R.E. (V.). 

His appointment as Honorary Colonel of 52nd (Lowland) 
Division Signals in 1938 gave him great pleasure and he took 
an active interest in the affairs of the Unit. 

MEUTENAI^T-COI-OIVEL II. V . UAYF IE I .D 

Lieutenant4Zk)lonel H. V. Hayfield, M.A., A.M.I.E.E., suddenly 
passed away on 17th March, 1963. 

Henry Hayfield served in the Corps from 1930 until his 
retirement in September, 1957. His academic ability took him 
to Cambridge in 1934, where he obtained his Master of Arts. 

The greater part of his service was spent in Burma and India 
during the war years, and he took part in the gruelling with-
drawal from Burma to India, via Assam, in 1942. After the 
war he attended a long telecommunications course and subse-
quently served in technical staff appointments with much ability. 

Henry Hayfield was a quiet, cheerful and very likeable per-
sonality. He would never do anyone a bad turn. He had, as 
a consequence, many friends, and his sudden death will come 
as a shock to them. 

Our deep sympathy goes out to his wife and family. 

MErTEIVANT-C0L01\EL I.,. V . YOIUVIE 
Lieutenant-Colonel L. V. Younie, a little ' older' than his 

contemporaries, he was bom in 1897, he served Royal Signals 
well from the early 1920s until 1949. 

He joined the Argyll and Sutherland Highlanders in 1916 
and was commissioned with that Regiment in 1917. It was, 
however, with the Highland Light Infantry that he served in 
India and Mesopotamia until the end of the war. He was 
first seconded to the India Signal Corps and in 1924 transferred 
to Royal Signals but did nearly all his service with the Indian 
Signal Corps. 

1939-45 he commanded nearly every type of Signal Unit in 
the ' Indian ' theatre of war, being promoted Lieutenant-Colonel 
early in 1941. He was Mentioned in Despatches for his services 
during a " small war " in 1921. He retired 1949 and died in 
Scotland in March, 1963. 

" Pete," as he was known to his friends, was an essentially 
likeable man. Very quiet and unassuming his rather "duce ' 
manner concealed a strength of character which made him a 
very capable and popular officer. 

Letters to the Editor j 
MiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiniiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiniiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiMiMiiiiiiiiiiimiiiiiiniiiiMiii^ 

(The Ktlitnr is altvays glad in receive letters 
thiit are nt general interest to readers of 

" The Wire " 

R.S.M. (Retd.) L A. Wittingham, M.B.E., T.A. 
Writes of Old Friends 

Dear Sir, 
Having read Mr. Jock Martin's letter in the February, 1963, 

issue of THE WIRE, I feel moved to write something of 
reminiscence also. Perhaps reference to people and events of 
past years may be accepted as a variation in the pages of THE 
WIRE, devoted, as they are, to the modern aspect of the 
Corps activities. 

Like Mr. Martin, I also was a cable man, passing from 
driver (lead, centre lead, and wheel) through the working 
numbers to detachment commander and instructor, and it was 
a matter of regret when the cable wagon faded out and the 
horses went. Although our activities became mechanised, we 
continued to wear spurs and mounted equipment until the 
early days of the 1939 War, when we changed to battledress 
and infantry equipment. 

What a grand thing it is to meet up with someone with 
whom one served many years before, and I would like to 
make mention of one or two instances. 

In 1915, at Sulva Bay, Gallipoli, I served with Lieutenant 
Wemyss, R.E., who was Second-in-Command of the 9th 
Corps Signal Company, R.E. The years passed, and in 1961 
I again met, this time General Sir H. ColviUe B. Wemyss, 
K.C.B., K.B.E., D.S.O., M.C., at a m e e t i n g o f the R o y a l S i g n a l s 
Association at the Duke of York's Headquarters, Chelsea. 
Over 46 years had passed, and our conversation was most 
interesting to the point that it overshadowed the official pro-
ceedings of the meeting. Sad to relate, the General died 
suddenly about two weeks later, and the promised prospect 
of further meetings and reminiscences faded away. I made it 
my business to attend the memorial service at the Chapel 
Royal, Savoy, to pay my last respects. 

I S 6 T H E W I R E , M A Y I 9 6 3 



• 1 

In 1910, while on annual training of the London Army 
Troops, R.E., T.F., Telegraph Companies, I met " T i c h " 
Adams, a young trumpeter of the Regular R.E., who was 
attached for the training at the T.F. trumpeters. In 1921 I 
again met " T i c h , " now a C.S.M. riding instructor at Mares-
field. He was later posted as C.S.M., Permanent Staff Instructor, 
to the III (London) Corps Signal Company, R.E., T .A . 

In early 1 9 1 I came under the attention of " L o g g i e " Yule 
at Dunstable Signal Depot, R E . , Houghton Regis, Bedford-
shire. As a Sergeant, I committed the unforgiveable error of 
climbing the telegraph pole while my detachment of recruits 
watched. " L o g g i e " arrived and asked where the Sergeant 
was, and one of the men pointed me out. The air was blue: 
" C o m e down," he yelled, cracking the thong of the hunting 
crop which he was in the habit of carrying. When I had 
descended I was treated to the biggest dressing-down of my 
life. I next met " Loggie " at an annual dinner of the London 
Army Troops, R.E., T.F., O.C.A., in 1949, and I much 
treasure a photograph of this function, which shows him as a 
much milder man than he was in 1915. 

Also in 1915 I met up with Lieutenant-Colonel Godfrey 
Fawcett who was at that time in charge of the training of new 
signal sections. My cable section was inspected at work by him 
bdfore being passed as fit for overseas. He gave us a dog's life, 
but ultimately gave us the O.K. I did not meet the Brigadier 
General again, but in June, 1961, I had the pleasure of attend-
ing a tea-party at the Overseas Club, St. James's Street, 
which was given by Mrs. Lee Wright, the widow of Lieutenant-
Colonel Lee Wright, R.E., at which Mrs. Godfrey Fawcett was 
present. What a wonderful lady! The conversation con-
sisted mostly of stories of the days past, and Mrs. Godfrey 
Fawcett was the match of any of us in reminiscences. 

In about 1930, Captain W. H. G. Rogers was posted to the 
Air Defence Formation (T.A.) as Adjutant, and I have very 
pleasant memories of him during his stay with the unit. In 
1943 while serving with the i A A Group (M) Signals, I was 
concerned with the cabling of the new 5.25 inch gun sites 
which were being built for the defence of London. While at 
Dulwich gun site on one occasion, I found some considerable 
activity among the R.A. personnel and was informed that the 
Brigade Commander (48th) was expected to inspect the battery. 
When he arrived, I found that he was Brigadier Rogers, C.B.E., 
and when in the course of his inspection he saw me, another 
very interesting conversation took place. 

An annual event, short but interesting, is the opening 
ceremony of the Field of Remembrance at Westminster Abbey 
in November. The gathering of Royal Signals, retired and 
active, in 1962, was really remarkable. Present were the Master 
of Signals, the Representative Colonel Commandant, two 
General Secretaries of the Royal Signals Association, and repre-
sentatives from serving T.A. and W.R.A.C. units and Associa-
tion branches. In num;bers and, of course, in quality. Royal 
Signals compared favourajbly with the many other units repre-
sented. T o anyone free to attend in the month of November, 
I recommend this short ceremony as one of the year's out-
standing events. Expressing my personal feeling, I think it 
would be nice if arrangements could be made for those attend-
ing to adjourn for lunch at some suitable place in the locality. 
An opportunity for reminiscence. 

Yours sincerely, 
L . A . WHITTINGHAM 

A l l M V APPRKIVTICES SCHOOL, H A R R O G A T E 

With the advent of fine spring weather life at the School has 
returned to normal. Stiff joints were exercised again on the 
sports fields, in clashes which churned soccer pitches into mud 
baths. Both the Senior and Junior Drill Competitions were 
decided. The winners of the various trophies were as follows: — 

P E N N E Y H O U S E 
P T Cup 
Senior Drill 
Junior Drill 
Senior Basketball League 
Senior Football League 
Junior Shooting Cup 

P H I L L I P S H O U S E 
Senior Shooting Cup 
Junior Football League 

RAWSON H O U S E 
Junior Basketball League 

The eighth term of Scott House, led by Lieutenant D. Fisher, 
R.A.E.C., and Sergeant Smith, Royal Signals, headed for Kirk 
Gill in Wharfedale. They found plenty of snow on the high 
ground and several patrols ran into appalling weather in the 
form of a blizzard. Despite the cold and wet the term pressed 
on and completed the course of about 25 miles across country. 
They returned on Sunday afternoon tired and wet, but 
triumphanf in the knowledge that another House had given up 
the imequal struggle the day before. 

Congratulations to A / T Sergeant Gardiner who has now 
completed all sections of the Duke of Edinburgh's Award 
Scheme and has earned a recommendation for the Gold Award. 

Penney House has unfortunately lost both its Army Youth 
Cups. At basketball they won through to the semi-final but 
were then knocked out by " D " Company A.A.S. Aborfield, the 
eventual winners. The Rugby team having beaten Scott House 
easily, Rawson House narrowly, and the R.A.M.C. Apprentices 
from Crookham decisively, were drawn against " B " Company 
A.A.S. Aborfield. Despite two splendid tries by A / T Corporal 
Randall and a conversion by A / T Lance-Corporal Valentine 
they were beaten by 16 points to eight. The " b e e f " possessed 
by last year's pack was sadly missed but there's always next 
year! 

The School football teams have had a mixed season so far. 
In the Northern Command Cup the ist X I beat 3 R.T.R. 6—2 
and were then beaten by 24th Regiment 5—4 after extra time. 
24th Regiment fielded seven players who have represented the 
Corps in this match and went on to win the cup. We are 
through to the semi-final of the Yorkshire District Cup and 
play n t h Regiment for a place in the final. The Permanent 
Staff team, having joined the newly rejuvenated Harrogate 
Half Holiday League have not lost a match so far and are 
heading the League. Key marksman is Sergeant Graham, Royal 
Signals, who is to be congratulated on his selection for the 
Corps team. 

Preparations are in the final stages for the Graduation Day 
Ceremony next week, and next month's issue will carry a full 
account of the proceedings and a list of the major prizewinners. 

P L E A S E ! P L E A S E ! PLEASE ! 
A number of soldiers are now subscribing to THE 

WIRE individually. Do let us know in advance of 
your future movements or postings so that we can 
keep our mailing list up-to-date and thus ensure that 
you receive your WIRE on time each month. 

TYLER*S TAXIS 
and 

S E L F D R I V E 

C A R S 

THE CAMP CENTRE 
or Telephone Catterick Camp 2224 
Telegrams : ATAXI, CATTERICK CAMP 

Y o u may b o o k y o u r r c q u i r e m e n u a t o u r o f f i ce c p p o i i t c t h e G . P . O 

Est. 1749 Phone 2108 

W. M E T C A L F E 
The Sports Depot 

STOCKIST OF APPROVED ROYAL 
SIGNALS SPORTS CLOTHING 

CRESTED MALACCA WALKING 
CANES AND PACE STICKS 

Y O R K S . R I C H M O N D , 
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Standing, (left to r i g h t ) ; Second L i e u t e n a n t s G r a n t , V e n t h a m , C a r r - S m i t h and 
G r a h a m 

Seated: Second L i e u t e n a n t s L o u d e n and Bye, Cap ta ins Sw inde l l s and C r a n , 
Staff Se rgean t B r a u t e n and Second L i e u t e n a n t s S t o r r , S ta r k and F u l t o n 
L i e u t e n a n t Vedaga rd was, u n f o r t u n a t e l y , unab le t o be p r e s e n t w h e n t h i s p i c t u r e 

was t a k e n 

At Rear Div H.Q. 

Left to Right, Front : Signalmen Smith and Dryland ; Rear, Signalman 
Williams, Lance-Corporal Booth, Corporal Lister, Sergeant Boyd, 

Lieutenant Blessington 

SCHOOL OF SiaiMALS 

N o . 14 R O Y A L S I G N A L S W I I I T E S I I O D C O U R S E 

Each year the Corps sends nine young officers to Norway to 
undergo military ski training on the now well known Whiteshod 
Course. The lucky students are chosen from the Young Officers 
Qualifying Courses of the previous year, and are accompanied 
by a Royal Signals Conducting Officer. 

N o previous ski-ing experience is required but where possible 
students sipend some time in achieving basic skills prior to 
attending the Course. For this particular Course there was 
plenty of opportunity for this preparation with the good ski-ing 
conditions which prevailed during the winter. 

Accompanied by Captain J. W . Swindells of the Junior 
Leaders Regiment, and nothing daunted by the rather hectic sea 
passage the students assembled in Oslo on 7th February, 1963. 

After a " shake-down " in that delightful city they moved to 
the Norwegian Army Signal School at Jorstadmoen, near 
Lillehammer, for the Course which ran from the n t h February 
to the 22nd March, 1963. Here the Course was welcomed by 
the school staff, including Major Holmsen and Captain Cran, 
who planned the Course, Lieutenant Truls Oedagard and Staff 
Sergeant " Y o g g i " Brauten who were to be the instructors. 

Instruction was given in all forms of ski-ing, signalling, 
weapon training and map reading. Students were successful in 
obtaining efficiency awards in the form of nine silver badges 
and one bronze for the ten kilometres cross-cotmtry test, with 
six 2-star and four i-star badges for the civilian dovra-hill test, 
and one silver and five bronze badges at shooting. 

T h e Course suffered none of the casualties usually associated 
with ski-ing but Philip Bye unfortunately fell and hurt his 
elbow when he slipped on the ice coming out of a cinema. 

During the Course, visits were made to several Norwegian 
Army Signal Units and to the International Jumping Competi-
tion at Holmenkollen, near Oslo, on ly fh March. This prompted 
many members of the Course to try their hand at jumping— 
with mixed results! 

For the first time students were accommodated in the recently 
completed Befalsmesse (Officers and Senior N.C.O.s Mess) 
which was very comfortable. All are most gratefid to Colonel 
Langaas and the Staff at Jorstadmoen for organising and running 
such an excellent Course, and to all who did so much to make 
the stay such an enjoyable one. 

Colonel Horsfield, the Chief Instructor, visited the Course 
during training with the intention of showing Colonel Lundes-
gaard, the Inspector of Signals, and the officers of the Signal 
Corps how much we appreciate the strong liaison between 
Norwegian and British Signals. His report shows how waraily 
these sentiments are reciprocated by Norwegian Signals and 
how firm is their wish to strengthen the ties in every possible 
way. Long may this state of affairs continue. 

We look forward to seeing the students on our Norwegian 
Officers' Course in June and also hope to have Colonel Langaas 
with us for the N A T O Signal Officers' Course the following 
month. 

1st R E G I M E N T 
B .F .P .O . 32 

Having come towards the end of the individual and troop 
training periods, we are now beginning the exercise season 
to see how effectively we can turn the theory into the practice 
of maintaining solid communications. 

Although we have not had many visitors in recent weeks, 
the Officers' Mess has been able to entertain the G.O.C. , ist 
Divison, Major-General T . C. H. Pearson, and the C.R.A., 
Brigadier P. C. Worthington, at guest nights. Lieutenant 
Kimose, of the Jutland Signal Regiment, spent a couple of 
days with us, arranging the details for the 1963 exdiange 
visits of Squadrons between the Regiments. New arrivals wel-
comed to the Unit include Major B. Coates, the new U.P.M., 
and Majors E. J. Hellier and I. Macdonald. Our very best 
wishes go to our resident Dental Officer, Captain J. P. MacEwan, 
on the happy occasion of his Easter wedding. 

Peace in the Sergeants' Mess has been non-existent in the 
past two weeks; during working hours and at night members 
have had to duck under wires, avoid piles of rubble, ladders, 
etc., whilst the invasion of contractors was on to do repairs 
and redecorate the Mess. A t last peace is restored, and in-
stead of a good Mess, we now have a superb one. Although we 
have not seen every Mess in the Command, we are confident 
that ours must rank amongst the finest in B.A.O.R. 

First impressions gained by new arrivals. Staff Sergeants 
Laing and Ross and Sergeants Dutton and Barr, who arrived 
in the midst of the confusion, must have been rather poor, but 
the transformation, now completed, should have changed their 
early impression. Sergeants Benson, Downing and Storie, who 
left us before the completion of the work, would now, we think, 
regret their departure. 

T h e Mess continues to be the mainstay of Regimental social 
occasions, as was proved by the success of the all ranks' dance, 
held on Saturday, 6th April, when our members were prominent 
as M.C.s and barmen. 

T o the fore again, with a strong representation in the Regi-
mental fencing team which, for the third time, won the B.A.O.R. 
championship. Participants included C.S.M.I. Woollard, 
A.P.T.C. , Staff Sergeant Lund and Sergeant Boyd; Sergeant 
Preece missing the occasion through compassionate leave. 

We are now looking forward to the visit of the Danish Signal 
Squadron in May, and the social activities which result; if last 
year's visit is anything -to go by, then this period should prove 
hectic and enjoyable. 

T h e big occasion of the month has been the all ranks' dance 
held in the gymnasiimi on 6th April. Ably organised by Major 
W. J. Howard and Captain P. J. Hartshorn, with Miss D . Davis 
of the W.V.S., and a considerable army of assistants, the evening 
was a great success and was voted a most enjoyable affair. 

One other activity in which the Regiment played a consider-
able part was the organisation and running of the ist Division 
Motor Cycle Trial on the 5th/6th April. Our team did well to 
win the cup again for the best ist Division unit, but we were 
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unsuccessful in winning the all-comers competition, which went 
to 7th Regiment. Our best performer was Sergeant F. 
Crutchley, who came second in the Division and sixth overall. 

4<h I l E C I M E N T 
B.F.P.O. 15 

Apart from the rude interruption for two exercises the Regi-
ment has carried on trying to make integration work. This is 
changing most people from the soldiers upwards into well 
trained users of diplomacy and tact. It seems, however, that 
" things" are beginning to work as they should. This vras 
imply shown on the last exercise when a Staff Officer overheard, 
on a remote, that a certain crew commander was having diffi-
culty in communicating due to his aerial base being immersed 
in a pool of water. On hearing this, the Officer suggested to 
the said crew commander that he should dry the base with his 
handkercrief. If that is not co-operation, what is? 

Whilst talking about the last exercise it may be pertinent to 
mention that, on the return home, " A " Troop again got left 
behind. O.C. " A " was last seen walking away from the S.P. 
shaking his fist at each packet commander as they passed. Apart 
from these little incidents the exercises went quite well. The 
lack of road traffic accidents during these exercises says much 
for the drivers of the Regiment. This cannot be said, however, 
about one certain wife of the Regiment who had a slight argu-
ment with a " moving tree " on the autobahn. 

Day to day training has been carried on as usual. The main 
emiphasis has been on training the much needed drivers. Last 
month we even had to train our own R.A.S.C. drivers! 
" Whisky " Troop have been accused of being over-keen in their 
use of W.D. motor cycles. Any misdemeanour noticed and the 
R.M.P. immediately lay the blame at the door of " W h i s k y " 
Troop office. Still, apart from successfully depleting the Rugby 
team, Corporal Thomas and Lance-Corporal Wilson are trying 
to assemble a trials team out of our "ton-up boys" against 
all odds. We wish Oliver a pleasant stay in the B.M.H. Rinteln. 

Last month saw also the Regimental Study Period, with 
musical accompaniment by courtesy of 205 Squadron, and the 
Divisional Study period, with light relief by courtesy of the 
Herford Players. The light relief was in the form of the play 
" The Amorous Prawn." A few officers of the Regiment became 
Corporals and batmen for two evenings, whilst Staff Sergeant 
(" Uncle Joe") Smith returned to his boyhood pastime of 
poaching. I doubt he has even been " blown up " so thoroughly 
before, or that the Sergeant's Mess has enjoyed so much salmon. 

The Wives' Club at last have been trying to make themselves 
useful to their husbands. Their last lesson was how to prepare 
Sunday lunch " left-overs" for appetising Monday suppers. 
Overheard comment, " Maybe on Sunday, but never on a 
Monday." The many working parties for this year's Regimental 
Fete are still going on; we wait with bated breath for the results 
in some four months' time. 

Turning to sport, we have reports from two of the more 
successful Regimental teams. The basketball players, though 
small in number, have been especially successful. Of their last 
twenty matches they have lost only three games. Unfortunately 
one of those matches was rather important, being the final of 
the Area Knock-Out Competition againgst the ist Worcester 
Regiment. It was a very hard fought match and we went down 
by 23 points to 22. Many congratulations must be given to 
Q.S.M.I. Turl, the captain, and the team consisting of Corporal 
O'Donoghue, Wood, Murphy, Creedy, Lance-Corporal Poultney, 
Filson, Signalman Hood and Privates Cartwright and Londrian. 

After a lay off of three months, the Rugby team have finally 
managed to take the air again. All the members found, however, 
after the first training session, that it was going to be a long 
road back to the standard reached in December. This was 
shown when we played the 3rd Carabiners and went down 6—o. 
Things began to improve and our next match against the ist 
Queen's Dragoon Guards was successful 14—3. Then came the 
inevitable struggle with 7th Regiment, our second. This time 
the honours went to them 9—6, two penalties and a drop goal 
to two tries. On this occasion many supporters were heard to 
groan " Oh for a kicker," and this comment has in fact been 
with us throughout the season. The final match last month was 
against the Royal Horse Guards, which we won 30 points to 
nil; Sergeant Steele, a new arrival, showing that he could be our 
answer to the " kicker problem." Bouquets must be handed 
out to Sergeant Waudby, Lance-Corpwrals Wilson and Evans 
and Signalman Griffiths for their sterling performance in these 
and previous games. 

Our last sports note: On the 28th of March, Christ's College 

(Cambridge) Rugby team paid a visit to Herford. This Regi-
ment along with 7th Regiment formed the Herford Garrison 
team with the exception of one player from the K.O.S.B. This 
game showed the Regiment how Rugby should be played, and 
although the Herford team went down 25 points to 3, even the 
players admitted they had enjoyed the game. Herford's per-
formance deserves special mention when one considers that 
Christ's team beat the Welsh Guards 24 points to 8, Welsh 
Regiment 30 points to nil, and i Division 60 points to nil. 
After this lesson in Rugby our team is off to Catterick to take 
on the Training Brigade, we wish them luck. 

So ends another month and my turn in the editorial chair. 
Next month Captain " X " takes over. 

7tli I IKGIMKNT 
ll .F.I ' .O. 15 

At long last the snow and ice have given way to brighter 
weather and the exercise season' is on. Exercise " Hotspot 
1 / 6 3 " was sensibly carried out in slow time for the benefit of 
our new people who, to me, seem to comprise practically the 
whole Unit. By and large it went well and if such words as 
bivvy, recce, rough locations, can be heard echoing around, I 
suppose it's only natural for the young blood to flex their 
muscles in the jungle of communications in the field. 

Our Motor Cycle Trials team have again made a good start to 
the season. Sergeant Slaughter and Staff Sergeant Sankey, of 
last year's B.A.O.R. winning team, together with new talent 
swept the board at i Divisional Trials held at Verden on 
6th April. 

The course was quite a hefty one made up of four stages. 
One hundred and four miles by route card (bogey time 4 hours 
10 minutes); a cross country run; 60 miles map reading run; 
finishing with 12 standard tests—ascents, descents, sand, water, 
etc. Though only eligible for the visitors' award, the following 
placing were obtained: — 
Individual 

ist Sergeant Slaughter 10 points lost 
2nd Staff Sergeant Sankey 11 points lost 
3rd Sergeant Spooner 29 points lost 
4th Corporal Corstophine 30 points lost 

2nd Best Beginner 
Second-Lieutenant Burns. 

Team Placings 
ist Visitors 7th Regiment " A " Team 51 points lost 
2nd Visitors 7th Regiment " B " Team 107 points lost 

The Closed Award was won by ist Regiment with 122 points 
lost, which indicates the high standard reached by 7th Signals 
team so early in the season, and bids well for the next trial at 
20 Armoured Brigade later this month. The Regimental Canoe 
Club is flourishing in the able hands of Second-Lieutenant 
" Robbie' ' Burns. Having three two-seater craft at the moment 
and awaiting delivery of two similar canoes, the Club provides 
sport and entertainment for some 50 members of the Unit. 
From novice to enthusiast is a swift transition in this exciting 
pastime and members are particularly looking forward to some 
competitive canoeing this summer. 

The Warrant Officers were invited to a Regimental Dinner 
Night by the Commanding Officer and Officers of the Regiment 
on Friday, 5th April. After an excellent dinner, a stag evening 
was thoroughly enjoyed by all. Where did the Adjutant (Captain 
P. Talbot) leam to ride a bike like that and is a Mini Minor part 
of the Mess silver or furnishings? 

Since Mrs. Armstrong acted as midwife in an emergency 
some weeks ago, the local S S A F A Sister has been giving in-
structions on emergency births to other ladies of the Regiment. 
This is not just a novelty but a sound idea for wives of serving 
members who, more than their civilian counterparts, may be 
called upon to give help of this nature. 

Have you Placed a standing order 

for a copy of The Wire ? 

Why not do so now'f 
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11th 
Regiment 

Lieutenant (Q.M.) M. Ham 
is entertained by the court. 

milMlllllllllillllllllllllllllllMllilMIIIIIIIIIL 

At last, Catterick has reappeared from its covering of snow 
and many things which were mislaid during our bad winter 
have since reappeared. We have not yet found any frozen 
recruits, however! Life in the Regiment is always busy, but 
during the past month our number of visitors has been below 
average—perhaps it is only a seasonal fluctuation. 

Commuiiwoalth Kccruits 

T h e latest in this series are five recruits from Malta. They 
all arrived at R.A.F., Lyneham, in Wiltshire, on 6th February, 
having flown in a Comet 4 of R.A.F. Transport Command. 

Cassar and Frendo had spent five years together as electrical 
apprentices with Baileys (Malta) Ltd.; in view of the unsettled 
future of this firm, they decided to join the British Army. 

Vassallo has several military connections. His brother, Brian, 
is serving with 234 Squadron at Floriana, and his father was 
in the Royal Engineers. 

They all signed on in Malta, early January, for six years, but 
have since altered their engagements to nine years. 

Cutajar said that they all missed the Mediterranean sunshine 
and the wine. However, they were becoming used to English 
beer, the snow and trains, all of which were new to them. Due 
to the restricted recruiting which is allowed from Malta, 
these five were chosen from 90 applicants. When they finish 
their trade training they hope to be posted back to Malta. 

ronuni»i»jioiiin!< of IJcutciiant ( t^ .M. ) M . I l a m 

Editorial policy does not nonnally allow the proceedings of 
courts martial to be published. We hope that for once this 

rule will be waived, as the crime and subsequent sentence of 
this particularly unpleasant affair were so serious as to be 
an example to others who may in turn be tempted. 

Accused: Lieutenant (Q.M.) M. Ham, Royal Signals. 
Charge: Being in an unauthorised place, namely, the 

Sergeants' Mess, and wearing the badges of rank of an R.S.M. 
when in fact he was a commissioned officer. 

R.S.M. Dunlop presided over this sorry case. 
Prosecutor was S.S.M. " Bunny " L«rd, who was described 

by the accused as being " as prosecuted as a newt." He led the 
court through the grim details of the offence. When called 
upon to refute the charges, the accused behaved in the manner 
expected. He challenged the right of all the members of the 
court to try him. T h e one exception to this was Staff Sergeant 
" B u c k y " Gill; it was sad to see him in the company of 
such rougues as R.Q.M.S. " Billy " Barnes. N o acceptable de-
fence was offered, the members of the public were begged to 
give evidence of character. Pathetic though the man was, none 

could find it in his heart to speak for him. 
T h e black cap was put on. T h e sentence, to have his badges 

of rank removed; this to be followed by his trousers, and then 
himself from the Mess, was pronounced in sonerous tones by 
the R.S.M. Court Orderly, Staff Sergeant Cushen, found it 
easier to remove the arms complete from the battledress rather 
than cut off the badges; trousers were discarded and the guilty 
man led into the pouring rain. Outside, he climbed upon a 
vehicle designed from a thunder box and wheelbarrow and was 
trundled away from the hallowed Mess to an oil patch 
in the M . T . Some minutes later, a furtive tap on the door 
announced the arrival of the new Lieutenant (Q.M.), who, 
having obviously changed his ways, boughts drinks all round. 

'iiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiniiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii 

Left to right: Signalmen 
A. Cassar, A. Frendo, 
D. Calleja, J. Cutajar, 

A. Vassallo 

i V 

I S 1 6 0 
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11th R E G I M E N T 

ll«>Nt Rcvruit 

Signa lman R. A l m o n d 

He has now gone to learn 
the next step in his Army career. 

On 15th March, the pass-
off parade was taken by 
Brigadier D. A. Pringle, 
o.B.E. The best recruit of 
the output was Signalman 
Raymond Almond of 57, 
Silverleigh Road, Croydon, 
Surrey. 

He is no stranger to Army 
life as his father is an ex-
regular soldier, and Raymond 
has attended Army schools 
in many countries, including 
Germany, Malta and Singa-
pore. 

Signalman Almond joined 
the Corps to learn a useful 
trade and to lead a full life. 
His hobbies are ice skating, 
swimming and badminton; 
so whatever his posting, he 
should be able to take part 
in at least one of these 
pastimes. 

to be a Comcen Operator, 

Signa lman I. R. S m i t h 

The best recruit of the 
output of 29th March was 
18-year-old Signalman Ian 
Robert Smith. His home is 
at 46, Marischal Gardens, 
Bucksburn, Aberdeen. He 
is no stranger to Army life 
either, as his brother, Hugh, 
is serving with the R.A.O.C. 
at Didcot and a younger 
brother, Roy, is in Boys' Ser-
vice with R.E.M.E. at Had-
rian Camp, CarUsle. 

Signalman Smith went to 
school at Inverurie Academy, 
Aberdeen, which he left 
just a short time before join-
ing the Army. His reasons for 
joining are connected with 
the life which his father de-
scribed to him, and it had 
long been his ambition to 
see the world. He hopes for 

a posting to Hong Kong on completion of his training as a 
radio technician. 

Whilst at school Smith was a member of the A.C.F. for 
three years and reached the rank of sergeant. He was fortunate 
enough to go with his unit to Germany for summer camp one 
year. 

His hobbies include cricket, rugby, aeromodelling and con-
juring. Although he is not yet up to Magic Circle standards, 
we wish him every success in this unusual pastime—so long 
as he doesn't try to make the R.S.M. disappear. 

.\rrivals and D<>partnres 
During the last few weeks we have said farewell to Captain 

E. Philp, heading for some far eastern sunshine; Lieutenant J. 
L. E. Gryspeerdt, who is to go to spread the gospel with The 
" Quicksilver" Team. I am not sure if the marriage of our 
Messing Officer, Lieutenant B. E. Brown, A.C.C., to Miss P. 
Hymer counts as a departure or not, nevertheless, we extend 
our best wishes to them both. 

Recent arrivals in the Regiment include Lieutenant I. 
Crouch and, of course, our new R.S.M., W.O.I S. J. R. Dunlop. 
We wish them both a pleasant tour. 

A I>ay on the l tang« 
" Right, then. Now this is the open range, and today you are 

going to shoot your rifle for the first time, so we will be able to 
see if the expert tuition lavished on you during the past two weeks 

has done any good. You will be shooting a standard practice as 
laid down in the training programme, so you don't have to make 
your own up, you will be told what to do, so keep your ears 
open and remember what you have been taught." 

And so the briefing continued. The Sergeant outlined the 
days training, pointed out possible pit falls, the snags to avoid 
and the mistakes that were going to be made if they didn't think 
about what they were doing. He also touched lightly on pos-
sible recriminations that would occur in the likely event of a 
recruit not thinking about what he was doing. They did not 
doubt for a minute the Sergeant was serious. 

A rather complicated dividing process then took place, and 
they found themselves in small groups with strict instructions 
to remain in these groups. They were encouraged in this: " If 
I catch anyone wandering off by himself, I'll use him for a 
moving target." They decided there would be little future in 
seceding from the parent group. 

Then things started to happen and groups were dispatched to 
various parts of the range, some to fill magazines, some to 
collect magazines, some to receive further instruction, and some, 
a pathetic and dispirited group this, to put up the target and 
remain in the butts. 

" That's not the way you were taught to fill a magazine." 
" N o , Sergeant." 
" T h e n why do you do it that way?" 
" I don't know. Sergeant." 

Patiently the Sergeant ran over the salient points worth 
remembering in magazine filling. 

It was raining, of course. Not the heavy driving rain so that 
the possibilities of the day's shooting being cancelled could 
brighten them up. It was the light misty variety that penetrated 
the stoutest protection and from which there was no escape. 
In fact they soon abandoned all hope of remaining dry and 
philosophically defied the elements to do their worst, which they 
obligingly did. It was also very cold, and that combined with 
a countryside only a fanatical local could call picturesque, and 
a queer light from a sun successfully keeping itself out of sight 
presented a very bleak and cheerless picture. They all felt 
extremely sorry for themselves. 

It was decided that a start would be made, so the first group 
to be nominated was invited to stand behind the firing point 
and await further instructions—something they were becoming 
very proficient at. When finally the last member of the detail 
had gone back for the fifth time to collect his rifle, pouches or 
groundsheet, the Sergeant in charge allowed them to step 
forward on the hallowed ground of the firing point. 

Full of trepidation and half expecting the earth to explode 
from under them, they stepped gingerly into the puddles already 
forming on the point. The Sergeant barked an order and with 
a mighty splash the recruits adopted the prone position, and, 
as the Sergeant sarcastically put it, ' Made themselves 
comfortable.' 

With water slowly oozing through their clothing they loaded 
full magazines on their water-logged rifles and struggled to get 
themselves into a fire position. A tricky operation this, because 
the many straps and belts entwined about their bodies and 
purporting to anchor pouches and packs in place merely suc-
ceeded in squeezing the breath out of their lungs, and gradually 
bringing the blood in their veins to a dead stop. 

The Sergeant explained the details of the practice, and after 
ensuring that the chances of his instant annihilation were 
reduced to a minimum, gave them the order to carry on. 

With muscles quivering in protest against the strain, and 
blood pounding in a furious attempt to batter dovra the many 
constrictions, the recruit pulled the trigger, jerked the barrel, 
pushed the butt and disappeared in a cloud of steam. 

Everj^hing suddenly went black. He felt as if he had been 
kicked in the face by the business end of an irate mule. He 
was sure his ears had been blown off. There was a red film 
and innumerable s.tars in front of his eyes. He thought he had 
shot himself. He decided he didn't like shooting. 

On enquiring as to which flight path the bullet had taken, he 
was told that Jodrell Bank were still looking for it but would 
let him know as soon as possible. The stream of motherly 
comment issuing from the Sergeant's mouth intimated that he 
had not done very well. 

He screwed up his courage, took a tighter grip on the rifle, 
settled himself more comfortably in his puddle and set about 
the hazardous business of firing another shot. 

He was, by now, getting^beastly sick of the whole affair and 
bitterly regretted his decision not to report to the M.O. that 
morning. 
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But he also felt nothing was going to kick him in the face 
and get away with it. 

T h e next bullet to be dispatched down the range had a fair 
degree of control over it. And although it wasn't destined to 
pierce the 'compass h o l e ' in the middle, it gave the target 
something to think about. Even the butt marker, not an easy 
man to impress at the best of times, put his cigarette out and 
searched for his flag. 

T h e third shot scored a direct hit in the bank, but was 
undoubtedly creeping nearer the elusive target. 

Tension was mounting, surely the next one was going to do 
the trick. He thought he had covered most of the points in the 
preparation stages. But there was more to this shooting business 
than met the eye. Perhaps he wasn't loading it properly, or 
squeezing the trigger in the regulation maimer. Perhaps he was 
using dud rounds. Y o u couldn't be too sure. Anyhow the 
next one would be bang on, of that he was convinced. 

He mentally ran over the check list and gripped the rifle so 
tightly his ears turned blue. One anxious bloodshot eye peered 
through the backsight and looked around for the foresight blade. 
He located it to the centre of the aperture and tried to keep it 
there. Squeezing a little more range out of the overworked eye, 
he searched for the target and found it behind a tuft of grass on 
the hundred yard firing point. Bravely ignoring this hazard he 
tackled the tricky process of getting the foresight, now pointing 
in the general direction of the North Star, to focus on the dis-
tant target. He hauled the muzzle down and with much panting 
and wheezing got backsight, foresight and target in a straight 
line, every third quiver. 

With reckless abandon he risked permanent injury by cutting 
off his oxygen supply and then even more strain on his already 
creaking liinbs. Mentally judging the timing of the muzzle as it 
swung backwards and forwards across the target, he prepared to 
release the unpredictable bullet. 

With a crash it was off and already burying itself in some 
portion of War Department real estate. 

Gasping for breath he relaxed and allowed his indignant 
blood once more to flow through his veins. He peered anxiously 
at the target. Nothing happened. He waited for what seemed an 
eternity. Slowly his hopes began to fade. He had missed again. 
But wait, they were putting up a marking disc. He had done 
it. He had hit the target at last—and near the middle too. 
Exultantly he sprang to his feet and triumphantly moved off 
to pick up his empties. Another satisfied customer. 

Meanwhile, in the bowels of the earth at the sharp end 
of the range, a small dedicated band of men were feverishly 
recording the results of the stream of lead thudding into the 
bank in front of them. These were the butt markers, that in-
dispensable breed of men who, without fear for their own 
safety, faithfully signalled the scores to their brethren on the 
firing point. 

A thankless task this, because, apart from the physical exer-
cise involved, there was little satisfaction to be gained from 
telling some aspiring Buffalo Bill he had scored an inner. He 
could get a feehng of superiority when the bullet missed the 
target and he could triumphantly wave a flag at the unfortunate 
individual. He could also amuse himself by bringing the target 
down just when he thought the firer was about to deliver the 
goods, or put the snap-target up in a different place each time 
and for half the requisite period. But generally, it was a sad 
and dispirited individual who emerged from the butts at the 
end of the day. 

When aU the shooting was finished they were all gathered 
together and set to work clearing up the mess only recruits can 
inflict on a range during the course of a day's training. Then 
they were " fell-in " in three ranks and their scores were read 
out to them, accompanied by suitable comments from the staff. 

Not an easy thing to do, to please these sergeants. You 
could put them all through the same hole and they would 
still say you could do better. Never mind, though. Already 
in his mind's-eye he could visualise himself being congratulated 
by the Colonel for saving the Regiment from total defeat with 
his unerring accuracy and brilliant marksmanship. 

T H E W E L F A R E S E C T I O N STILL R E Q U I R E S 

M O R E C L O T H I N G 

n t h I I E C i l M E N T 
Exercise " Nighthawk 8." If one believed the national 

press of 4th April, it could be assumed that this exercise 
was purely a psychological warfare exercise to exhibit the charms 
of " Sexy Sue." In fact it was designed as a rigorous military 
training exercise in which all ranks of the Regiment pitted their 
skill against the tanks and armoured cars of 3rd Royal Tank 
Regiment, personnel of n t h and 24th Regiments, aircraft of 
the Army Air Corps and the R.A.F., and a Company of the 
I St Bn. Argyle and Sutherland Highlanders. It took place on 
the 5th April on the Catteriok training area and, unfortunately, 
due to terrible weather conditions, ended the same night, in-
stead of 15 hours later. However, the grand attack which wound 
up the exercise, was full of fireworks in more senses than one. 

Exercise " Winklepicker I and II." It is the custom of 
3 R.T.R. to have a more practical form of P.E. tests than 
normal. This takes the form of an escape and evasion exercise. 
T h e escapers are organised into parties of five, representing 
a tank crew, and carry assorted ironmongery representing a 
Browning M . G . and ground mounting. 

T h e course was some 12 miles of hilly country between 
Thirsk and Helmsley, involving two climbs of over 800 feet. 
These exercises took place at night in typical Catterick weather, 
i.e., sleet, rain and a howling gale. 

This Regiment provided, on each occasion, the enemy force 
of approximately Company strength, mounted in quarter and 
one-ton vehicles. A mixture of H P and Manpack V H P radio 
was provided and manned by 24th Regiment. 

T h e exercise followed the same pattern on both occasions, 
and 21.30 hours found us sitting on the first " stop " hne. At 
22.00 hours about 30 crews were released on the start line 
and battle commenced. 

Patrols on foot and in Land Rovers scoured the forward area 
while on the " s t o p " line concealed parties waited silently. 
Soon radios were alive with reports of contacts and captures. 
Captured enemy were held for one hour and then released to 
continue the exercise. 

A s the escapers started to pass through our line we with-
drew rapidly to a second line, some four miles to the rear, on 
top of the Sutton Bank feature. This climb was the most 
exhausting part for the enemy (climbing Sutton Bank without 
a seven-foot crowbar is bad enough) and many were captured 
as they crossed the ridge. 

A t this stage the weather reached its worst and one subaltern 
faced almost certain death from his platoon as he tripped over 
and spilt the entire rum ration for his men. 

T h e hour before dawn found us on the final " s t o p " line 
overlooking a fast-flowing river. As all bridges were guarded, 
this presented a considerable obstacle. Our dispositions on top 
of an escarpment made it practically impossible for the enemy 
to get through, once it got light, and we withdrew to a con-
centration area ready for the final phase. This was a searA 
operation over six map squares to find those crews who had 
successfully got through and were lying up awaiting a heli-
copter lift. 

T h e score? Twenty-one crews captured on each occasion 
at £ i a crew. As the Northen Echo said: "P lay ing soldiers? 
Maybe. But playing damned hard it was. It was meant to be 
a test of ' initiative, evasion, escape and concealment.' Add 
' sheer guts ' too." 

R. SPENCE & Co.. LTD. 
IRONMONGERS 

Telephone 2171/2 R I C H M O N D Ejtabliihed 1788 

HARDWARE FOR CAMP MAINTENANCE 
LAWN MOWERS AND GARDEN TOOLS 

ELECTRIC WASHING MACHINES AND CLEANERS 
BEDSTEADS AND INTERIOR SPRING MATTRESSES 

PRAMS AND CYCLES - GLASS AND CHINA 
• 
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FLIES OR AERIAL RIGGERS? 

From top to bottom: Signalmen Adam, Fraser and Gillard working 
on one of ISO feet aerial towers at Bampton 

14th R E G I M E N T 

R. I I .Q and 1 Squadron . T o which heading 4 
Squadron, W.R.A.C. , should now be added. 623 Troop has 
blossomed into a Squadron of its own. Independent status 
will not, we are certain, interfere with the onset of Spring. 

As a fillip to Civil Defence training, an aircraft in difficulties 
ended up in the roof of a house not a mile from barracks. 
Seeing and hearing the crash. Major J. Ingledow turned out 
the ambulance, manned by a scratch crew—Sergeant J. Perry, 
Corporal S. G . Sharpe and Staff Sergeant D. G . Ellen, who 
were joined at the scene of the crash by Lance-Corporal R. 
Gray and Private J. M . Mathews, A.C.C. Unfortunately, the 
crew of the 'plane were killed, but the occupants of the house 
had a miraculous escape. Our task force were able to help the 
police to keep crowds away (there was petrol everywhere) and 
earned a commendation from the Chief Superintendent for 
their assistance. Assiduous T V watches may have seen Sergeant 
Perry and barrier in action. 

Small Bore Shooting. T h e Squadron Team, under the 
guidance of R.Q.M.S. J. E. Cox, were runners-up to the 
Wessex Brigade Depot in the District " A " L e a ^ e . Sergeant 
E. R. Smith is to be congratulated on turning in consistently 
excellent cards throughout the season. 

Hockey. T h e Wessex Brigade Depot were our undoing here, 
also. In an excellent, hard-fought game, they emerged 2 — o 
winners in the semi-final of the District Cup. W.O.II G . G . 
Barnes, Sergeant R. C. Kelly and Lance-Corporal J. R. Hatfield 
deserve special mention. 

Vcde. After seven years of devoted attention to the barrack 
gardens and greenhouses, Mr. Mills has been forced, through 
reasons of health, to retire. We shall miss him sadly. Al l ranks 
subscribed to a farewell gift. 

3 Squadron , Bampton . A sense of feverish activity.— 
Is it spring in the air, or " full money-bags " to be spent without 
further delay? 

Whatever the cause, the effect is energising and the result, we 
hope, will be much to our liking. 

T h e camp improvements scheme is now well under way, 
and we are all looking forward to the completion of a very 
modem kitchen and dining hall and a first-class recreation 
block, with brand new canteen, T V room and writing room. 
For the family men, thirty-one M.S.Q. had in sight com-
mencement on a pleasantly-situtated site adjoining the village. 

Technical reconstruction, in advance of the administrative 

rebuild, is to be witnessed by the forest of some 73 steel 
towers covering 300 acres of farm land which, at the moment, 
is a spider's web of trenching. T h e trenching is to accommo-
date 55,000 yards of nitrogen pressurised coaxial feeder cable 
which, with the new concentric aerial feeder systems and re-
equipment programmes, should make Bampton the most up-to-
date H F Receiver Station in the U . K . 

Preparations are now in hand for our " At Home," which is 
taking place on 26th/27th April. If you are near drop in and 
see us. T h e annual Regimental Athletics Meeting is also to 
be held at Bampton this year, Saturday, l i t h May. 

Our Oxford Thursday Soccer Team have found the pace 
hot this season and they are not likely to bring in any medals, 
but they have earned special regard for their constant sports-
manship, which is regularly commented upon in the local press. 
Well done, boys—^keep it up. 

Special congratulations, too, to Corporal P. Toovey and his 
team of cross-country runners (Corporals D. Wright and H. 
Long, Signalmen J. Vollenhoven, E. Massam, and T . Jamieson, 
Aircraftman Young and Leading-Aircraftman Webber), who did 
extremely well to come third in the Sub-District Annual Cross-
country Championships. 

Tailpiece. This Squadron is having difficulty in recruiting 
civilian aerial riggers. We have vacancies for a leading hand and 
three. If any linemen leaving the Service is interested, he should 
write to us here at Bampton, Oxon. A n unusual photograph of 
aerial riggers in action accompanies this article. There are no 
prizes for the ascent. 

10th U E C I M E N T 
l l .F .P .O . 34 

Spring is when a young man's fancy lightly turns to thoughts 
of . . . P.E. tests, range qualifications, drill parades and every-
thing else the snows have delayed. T h e Regiment appears to 
have recovered from its deep-ireeze, and activities are back to 
their normal hectic state. 

Our W.R.A.C. contingent are now no longer a novelty, and 
seem to be settling down well; certainly from a manpower (is 
that the right word?) situation they are counteracting the diffi-
culties caused by the departure of National Servicemen. Already 
they have been absorbed into education and upgrading courses, 
and there is hope that they will take their place in Regimental 
activities as soon as they live in Bradbury Barracks. At present 
they are still travelling from Rheindahlen but are expected to 
move in around the first week in April. 

Association Football. After a three months lay off, snow, ice 
and floods, the Regimental X I started the second half of the 
North Rhine Inter-Service Football League programme just 
two points behind league leaders R.A.F. Butzweilerhof. The 
team, however, has suffered irreplaceable losses with the demob 
of forwards Signalman " M i c k e y " Condon, Signalman " R o n " 
Platford and the posting of Lance-Corporal " Oggi " Ogilvy. 
Any chance we had of lifting the League Championship has 
virtually now gone with the loss of two further matches at home 
by 4 — I to R.A.F. Bruggen and at Hilden by 3 — i to the Lan-
cashire Regiment. In each case the Regiment had the chances 
to win but were unable to produce the goals necessary. We 
have still eight matches to play, but we can only hope for a 
comfortable league position and concentrate on building an all-
regular X I for next season. Signalman Alan Cooper, the Regi-
mental goalkeeper, played with distinction in a recent Rhine 
Area trial match and will now go forward for a short con-
centrated training course with the selected group from which 
the all-regular British Army of the Rhine will be finally selected. 
W e have every confidence that he will eventually earn his place 
in this side, and we all wish him the very best of luck. 

Hockey. Since the enforced three-month lay off the Regiment 
has played three fixtures. T h e first was against R.A.F. Geilen-
kirchen in the Rhine Area Inter-Services League, and ended in 
a I — I draw, a trifle flattering to the opposition as the Regi-
ment had most of the play. TTie other two fixtures have both 
been against our German friends, Marathon Hockey Club. First 
time on our own tarmac square we had a comfortable 5 — 1 
victory, but the second match on our opponents' grass pitch 
resulted in a 2 — o win for them. Both, however, were good 
games played in true sporting spirit, followed in friendly fashion 
by liberal refreshment. Newcomers to the side include 

(Continued on page 164) 
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Lieutenant G. H. Garton, lured from Rugby to play on the 
left wing, and Sergeant G . A . Howie, playing at centre-forward 
and forming a sometimes acrimonious partnership with his 
brother (B. S.) at inside-right. A place must soon be found for 
our new Medical Officer, Captain P. Drinkwater, R.A.M.C., a 
Cambridge ' B l u e ' and captain of the B.A.O.R. hockey team 
for the past two seasons. Captain J. F. McQuade has at last 
hung up his boots, prior to posting, and his place at left-back 
will be difficult indeed to fill. 

Angling Notes. A t long last the ice has disappeared from our 
pool, and off we went to our first session in the new season. 
We found that the ice had killed a few fish but nothing to 
worry about. Anglers present tackled up and commenced fish-
ing. After a short time it became apparent that there were still 
some fish left in the pool, a few of them waiting to be fed. 
Some of these hungry fish were caught; outside all expecta-
tions a 5lb. carp fell to the bait of Charlie Bonwick, who 
admitted that as he was roach fishing, catching a carp was a 
bit of luck. T h e following Sunday when our German friends 
turned up in strength to try their skill, nothing was caught. 
While Les Gardner has had no luck as yet, Brummie Hawtin, 
when he was able to tear himself away from his family, 
managed to heave a few " tiddlers " over his head. 

T o close, I would like to advise anglers who are posted to 
Germany to bring their own rods with them. 

17th G U R K H A R E G I M E N T 
c/o G .P .O . SEREMBAIV 

For once we've been spared a " fete worse than death." 
Previous members of the Regiment will be interested to hear 

of this year's money-raising scheme for Gurkha Welfare. In 
former years there have been Regimental fetes. These have 
been on the usual scale—weeks of work collecting, making and 
begging for articles for sale, and blackmail. ' T h e Sergeants' 
Mess are giving " X " number of bottles, so of course the 
officers must produce " X " plus.' " If you'll dress a doll, I'll 
make you a cake." Every one knows what a fete means to those 
involved. This year the Second-in-Command has thought up a 
far better idea, the heartfelt thanks of the Regiment go to him. 
We've had a Welfare Week of entertainments! Film shows, 
dances, etc., have been so successful that we hope never to 
return to the bad old days. At one time an ' ankle competition ' 
was suggested to the Gurkha wives, but this was turned down. 
T h e reason was rather surprising, the wives from the hills 
said their ankles were thickened, from years of walking up and 
down mountains, and were not as shapely as they would like! 

During the past month we have had a farewell visit from 
the C.-in-C. F A R E L F , General Sir Nigel Poett, K.C.B., D.S.O. 
We've also had a visit from Colonel P. E. Pentreath, M.B.E., 
A.A.G. , A.G.II . 

Jl M Ji S.R. The Regiment has now gone into the Amateur 
Radio business, we have an Amateur Radio Q u b which is 
throing as 9M2SR. Initially we had a little trouble finding 
accommodation; fortunately while we were struggling with this 
problem our new C.O., Lieutenant-Colonel Clinch, arrived. 
Our C.O. is 9M2SR E X D L 2 E R ) — a n d the problem was quickly 
solved. 

After a great deal of begging and borrowing (but not, of 
course, stealing, well . . . .?) we acquired several AR88D 'class 
Z ' with which to make a workable receiver and from " un-
accountable stores" a W S 53 with a number of accessories. 
(We are now able to barter with " M " Troop). The T . O . T . 
seems a little wary confronted with our ' shack.' He invariably 
looks in the door and backs hurriedly away shaking his head. 

A t the time of writing we have bought a R C A E T 4 336, 
and are busy stripping and cleaning the set. At first it looked 
rather grim, but F.-of-S. Grigsby is confident it will put our 
53" out of business. F.-of-S. Grigsby has managed to persuade 
the M.T.O. , Captain King, to part with one or two pieces of his 
bamboo (he didn't mention exactly how much was needed until 
later) and is now in the progress of engineering a Cubical Quad. 
At the moment we use dipoles. 

We have not as yet received any Q S L cards, but should very 
soon be filling a wall judging by the efforts of Corporals Bevan 
(Ex V S 2 D L 2 V R ) and Tikaram (recently returned from U.K.). 

We would welcome a call from anywhere so all you amateur 
radio kings get DXing. 9M2SR is open most evenings (after 
12.00 G M T ) on 20 metres, so we hope for a Q S O with a 
Signals operator soon. 

Colonel P. E. Pentreath inspects the Quarter Guard. Left to Right : 
Lieutenant Coloael J. C. Clinch, Colonel P. E. Pentreath, M.B.E., 
Lance Corporal Birkhabahaden Rai, Signalman Dilbahadur Thalpa, 

Signalman Typrasad Thaipa. 

lUth R E G I M E N T 

f / n G.P .O. S I N G A P O R E 

I I . S q u a d r o n . During the month, we had a full share 
of siporting excitement. Our Rugby X V beat the R A.O.C. in 
the final of the Singapore Army Rugby Championship and so 
qualified to play the 2nd Battalion New Zealand Regiment in 
the final of the F A R E L F Championship. This we unfortunately 
lost 34 - 8, but the display of rugby by the " Kiwis " was excep-
tional. In fact, the next night the " Kiwis " beat the Joint Ser-
vices team handsomely. 

Visits of senior officers have also reached a peak. Our Annual 
Administrative Parade was taken by Major-General E. A. W . 
Williams, C.B., C.B.E. T w o days later we received a visit from 
D.W.R.A.C., Brigadier Rivett-Eirake, M.B.E., A.D.C. We have 
also received a visit from our Representative Colonel Com-
mandant, Brigadier W . G . Tucker, C.B.E. 

A special farewell to W a r r a n t Officer ( F . of S . ) I -
Ilufkli^y, a Squadron , who has left us for U . K . He will 
leave the Corps for civilian life in a few months time after 
Cwenty-five years' service. His record of service indicates the 
way a first class soldier and technician has served our Corps: 

Leslie Buckley joined the Scots Guards in 1938, at the age 
of 14 years and served in Egypt immediately after his first few 
weeks training until 1940 when he returned to U . K . 

A t the age of sixteen he found himself instructing Regimental 
Signallers (some of whom were twice his age) in operating and 
maintaining wireless sets. In 1943 he embarked to take part in 
the North Africa campaign, where he was an honest to goodness 
" foots logger" and in September, 1943, he landed at the not so 
pleasant health resort—Salerno. After a sojourn of twelve days 
on the hot beach, he collected a piece of German "ironmongery" 
which necessitated him being shipped back for surgery and 
convalescence. He rejoined his battalion in November, 1943, Sor 
the attack on Mount Comina and managed from there onwards 
to avoid all pieces of flying hot metal. 

In April, 1944, he transferred to Royal Signals and classified 
as an O.W.L. Class III and II at the same trade board. It 
appears he conducted most of it himself. Posted to 10 Indian 
Divisional Signals until 1946, he went to Moadi and remustered 
as a Radio Mechanic Class III. From there he went to Ger-
many to G . H Q. Signals, working on No. 10 Sets. In November, 
1949, he arrived at the School of Signals to start a Foreman of 
Signals Course. After successfully completing this, he was 
posted to 19 Army Group Signals. He returned to the School 
in 1955 to take and pass his Part II Foreman Course. The next 
two years were spent in the Southern Command Ordnance 
Depot where he appeared to spend a great deal of time super-
vismg the cleaning of returned wireless equipment after it had 
been used by the Territorials during their annual camps. 

From 1958 until his posting to Singapore in 1961 he was in 
4th Regiment in B.A.O.R. and says he thoroughly enjoyed the 
schemes, especially the night moves! In October, 1961, he 
arrived with us and soon settled in as Foreman of Signals in T E 
Troop, and Second-in-Command to his Troop Commander. He 
also became the very able technical director of the Singapore 
Signals " Ham Club " and a staunch right-half in the Squadron 
hockey teams. In addition, he assisted the Junior Technicians 
in their quest for improvement at their trades, in a kindly and 
patient manner. 
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Foreman Buckley's army career is due to end soon not because 
he wants to leave the Corps but because the necessary incentives 
for him to extend his engagement cannot be guaranteed. 

On his departure from 2 Squadron he was presented with a 
memento of his tour with us in Singapore by the Officer Com-
manding, Major W. Batty. Speeches were short and to the 
point and little drinking time was lost. We wish him and his 
family the best of luck for the future. 

II.Q. Squadron. This has been a month of change, as are 
all others, but the wind has been one of favour. Staff Sergeant 
Joyce has gained his warrant. Sergeant Forrest a crown and 
Corporal McGrath another stripe. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Cock has been home on a nuclear warfare 
course. We are now expecting trench-digging competition as 
part of the potted sports. 

Captain John Hancock, ' o u r ' Rugby player, has just received 
a posting order to the Signals Wing of the School of Infantry. 
We wish him and his wife ' good luck ' at Hythe. 

The soccer season has just arrived, which I'm sure fans in 
England would like to happen there. We've no fog or ice, but 
the grounds are very hard. Major Tommy Thompson can be 
seen following a ' spiking' machine around the fields with a 
hosepipe in an attempt to soften them. 

The golf course has now attracted all the potential golfers 
of the Regiment. Balls are being lost in great quantities by 
types who try to knock the skin off the ball. 

R.H.Q. is still laughing about the statement made by a soldier 
who attempted to foreshorten himself: " I thought the water 
was deep enough to dive into. After I had dived, I found it 
was not." 

We are very sorry to be losing W.O.I C. A. Derham who is 
being sent home for health reasons. We shall all miss him and 
the valuable work he has done. 

The Regiment is famous locally for its keenness in sailing, 
under the direction of Major Denton. He and the sailors now 
have a serious competition in the path to fame in the form of 
Lieutenant Graham Williams and a cabin cruiser. He broke 
down at night and half the forces of the Crown spent the night 
searching in case he drifted into Indonesian waters. A 
competition for Mata Hari! 

2 Squadron. There is much coming and going in 2 
Squadron these days. 

We welcome the following recently arrived Officer, N.C.O.s 
and their families and sincerely hope their tour with us will be 
a happy and pleasant one. Captain M. Senior, Lieutenant G. 
Williams, Corporal Marshall, Corporal Jepson, Corporal Buttery, 
Corporal Pickford, Lance-Corporal Chaplin, remembering also 
our two bachelors. Corporal Hinxman and Lance-Corporal 
Scriven. 

We say farewell this month to Lance-Corporal and Mrs. 
Drummond, Corporal Farrington, Lance-Corporal Hulse and 
Lance-Corporal Hamilton. These N.C.O.s have served us well 
and we shall miss them for their good work cheerfully done. 
Thank you and the best of luck for the future. 

We congratulate Corporal Zainol of T.E. Troop who success-
fully completed an upgrading course to a Class I Line Technician 
at Catterick during the worst winter of the century. Previous 
to this U.K. trip, the lowest temperature he had ever experienced 
was around the 70°F. mark. He is also the first Malayan to 
pass out as a Class I Technician in this Regiment. 

To show how tough he is, he asked his Squadron Commander 
if he could have a fortnight's leave at the end of the course in 
U.K. in February, 1963! 

Unlike one member of the community out here who recently 
arrived from U.K.; he did not report to the B.M.H. with frost-
bite. Well done, Corporal Zainol. 

The recently opened Auto Exchange at Pasir Panjang has 
settled down and is giving good service. 

We congratulate Lieutenant and Mrs. Idris on the birth of 
their first child, a son, " Chaya Mata "—Halkn Bin Idris. 

Lieutenant Idris is leaving the British Army on ist April, 
1963, and joining the Singapore Military Forces, as the Adminis-
tration Officer for the Signal Squadron. We have enjoyed 
serving with you, Syd, we shall miss that cheerful smile and 
calm unruffled manner but look forward to liaison with the new 
Force at Fort Canning. The best of luck to you in your new 
career. 

f r o m Left to Right : L i e u t e n a n t C o l o n e l G . Peat, M a j o r G e n e r a l G . F. U p i o h n , 
C.B.E. , G O C Y o r k s h i r e D i s t r i c t , Cap ta in A . P. G ibbs , R A E C , L i e u t e n a n t ( T O T ) 
A . K. M e r c e r , M a j o r W . Macdona ld , B r i g a d i e r A . C. C o x , O.B.E. , C o m m a n d e r 

T r a i n i n g Br igade . 

IT H A P P E N E D A T 24th S IGNAL I tEC IMENT 

The outstanding event of the past month was, no doubt, 
the Regimental " Shoot." 

On the Friday, a hardy advance party, under the R.S.M.'s 
direction, prepared the ranges for us under extremely difficult 
conditions—setting up tents in a blizzard is not the eas.iest of 
tasks! 

H.Q. Squadron were outstanding in most events and, as 
they say, they swept the floor with the rest of us. 

A few points worth mentioning. The annual Warrant Officers 
and Sergeants versus Officers match was shot in the usual 
friendly manner. 

It ended with the Officers accusing the Warrant Officers and 
Sergeants of "deliberately aiming at the target." 

There were, of course, the usual happenings, i Squadron 
previously zeroed and put name tags on the S.L.Rs, these were 
duly removed—suspected sabotage. 

Who was the Staff Sergeant of 3 Squadron who fired 50 
rounds on the " Pool B u l l " without hitting the bull. 

Of course, the trainees normally have the last word in the 
Regiment, and this was no exception, as you can tell by these 
remarks: "What 's the falling Plate?"—"Padre's Sermon." 
"What 's the Pool Bul l?"—"A.I .s Hereford." 

How many of you realise that the best method of learning a 
subject is to become an instructor. For example, those of 
us who have had offspring know the difficulty of teaching the 
most elementary lesson in life such as sipping through a straw. 
The likes of you and me would in all probability scream 
" suck " at the infant and obtain nothing but bubbles, but to the 
instructor—a wise old owl—he would possibly say "place your 
lips over the straw without exerting pressure on same, and, by 
an inhalation through the mouth create a depression so that 
the atmospheric pressure acting on the surface of the lemonade 
will force the gaseous mixture up the straw into your mouth 
for the consumption of the same." 

On the recent G.O.C.'s visit, he was conducted around our 
booming Hobbies Centre. In the picture the T .O.T. is explain-
ing the model car track. This is a 4-lane circuit constructed by 
four persons in three months. The cars are Airfix Scale electric. 
There is at present a 60ft. lap, but plans are made to extend 
this to looft. Plans are also in the offing for a fully automatic 
lap recorder, and the lap record stands at 9 j sees. 

Any person visiting our Unit is welcome to try his hand! 

CORPS CRESTED ASH TRAY 

Available from Royal Signals Association. 

Plain glass, 4iin. square, Corps Crest, in gold. 

Price 4s, 6d., including postage. 

Suitable especially for souvenir gifts and for 
personal use. 
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J U N I O R L E A D E R S I N 24th R E G I M E N T 

The beginning of January brought to the 24th Regiment 
another batch of Junior Leaders from Denbury. W e have all 
spent about 18 months to three years in the Army, so of course 
came here knowing some, if not all the tricks of the trade. 

However, we all arrived here a bit dismayed from having to 
come back from leave but very eager to start on our careers as 
tradesmen and also to see what lay in store in man's service. 
We were anxious to see what it really was like after hearing so 
many rumours from previous courses. 

In general we found that life was pretty good. T h e usual 
morning routine " Wakey-wakey, rise and shine" followed by 
the rush hour, greeted us on our first morning. This was fol-
lowed by a brisk morning parade with a noisy Sergeant Major 
shouting down our necks. Of course having had so much of 
this in the past we soon settled down, though a couple of us 
still suffer from the disease of oversleeping. Other than this 
normal routine we found there was a lot less military training 
here than in boys' service, which is natural as the emphasis must 
be on trade training. 

Another great difference that we had to face was the fact 
that many of us had been boy N.C.O.s and had been accustomed 
to holding positions of responsibility often equal to our counter-
parts in man's service. On entering man's service we have had 
to give up these positions of authority and revert to the bottom 
of the ladder where all ex-N.C.O.s and boys alike are equal on 
the ladder of promotion. 

One of the more pleasant surprises we had on arriving here 
was the fortnightly Block Weekends and the enormous amount 
of spare time we had compared to the restricted times in boys' 
service. This gives us the opportunity to be able to get out and 
meet more people and of course enjoy the social side of life at 
Catterick. This is important in a soldier's life and helps one to 
relax a bit if you are ever depressed or feeling under the 
weather. 

As well as the ordinary classroom work there are lots of 
facilities for hobbies and sports. Many of us have taken 
advantage of these facilities and now that the weather has at 
last improved we are getting down to a bit of sport. Some of 
us have now been able to show off our talents by representing 
the Regiment at soccer, rugby, hockey and running. Others 
who are not up to this standard have had games in our 
Squadrons and Troops teams. 

Besides sport some of us have had the honour of forming the 
Regimental Quarter Guard on the visit of the G.O.C. Yorkshire 
District to the Regiment. 

Al l these things combined with training have helped to make 
the time pass quickly for us at the 24th. 

Many of us are about to take our trade test so it won't be 
long now before we are posted, and we are all eager to know 
whether we are going abroad or not. Fourteen weeks are long 
enough in Catterick and we are ready and anxious to get on 
with our real job. 

The Inspecting Officer, Brigadier G. T. A. Armltage questions 
Sergeant Coatsworth and Signalman Hughes during the recent 

Administrative Inspection. 

The sailing enthusiasts in 30th Regiment demonstrate the results 
of their winter maintenance at a Boat Show. The boats wi l l now 

leave camp for Poole Harbour 

:iOth R E G I M E N T 

As a postscript to last month's notes, we include a photo-
graph taken during the administrative inspection and the 
following poem which, whilst intended as a guide for those 
with inspections still to come, should not be taken too seriously. 

T H E G E N E R A L ' S M A T G H S T I C K 

" We're going to be inspected," 
Everywhere you heard the cry. 
As some men painted buckets red 
And others, white, the inside. 

There was a sweeping and a dusting. 
Scrubbing and polishing everywhere. 
Til l the whole place shone like a new pin 
From the mess hall to the square. 

When everyone was ready 
And the Quarter Guard at the gate 
The Adjutant could find no fault 
And he told the C.O. straight. 

Now the C .O. went all thoughtful, 
Then said as he looked around, 
" Our general will never rest 
Until some fault's been found." 

The Colonel called the R.S.M., 
" Mr. England, would you mind. 
Just lay a matchstick over there. 
Where it the general's sure to find." 

The general came in shining car. 
He gleamed from head to toe. 
First he inspected the Quarter Guard 
Then toured the camp with our C.O. 

No matter where he looked. 
On locker tops, in bins. 
He couldn't find a single fault. 
His face was looking grim. 

Then came the turn of R.H.Q. 
" Ha 1 Look what I have found." 
He smiled at all his retinue, 
" There's a matchstick on the ground." 

" Well, weU, C.O., I know I'd find; 
Oh I've never been beaten yet; 
T h e rest is good, so never mind. 
It's time for a ' Chota Peg." " 
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T h e moral's here for all to see, 
Some fault there must be found. 
So don't prolong the agony. 
Leave a matchstick on the ground. 

P.H.G. 

T h e big event for our sailors was the A.S.A. (Poole Group) 
Boat Show, which was staged in one of our M . T . garages on 
the last Thursday and Friday in March. Eleven classes of 
sailing dinghy were on show, these included Albacores, Cata-
maran, International Cadet and National Firefly. T w o of 
the boats were loaned by the Lilliput Sailing Q u b — t h e club 
to which we are affiliated. A dozen new members, including 
several waverers, joined the A.S.A. as a result of this miniature 
boat show. If one individual may be singled out for praise, 
it is Corporal D . G . West, who, during the winter months, 
has stripped down and overhauled Redwing, which, with its 
sails, was outstanding in the show, often being mistaken for a 
new boat. The 1963 sailing programme includes a Wednesday 
Points Series to give novice helmsmen a chance to compete with 
each other and become familiar with the racing rules. A good 
response to the five-day beginners' courses should bring in 
miich new blood. Incidentally, 30th Regiment can more often 
be encountered sailing as A.S.A. (Poole Group) than as Royal 
Signals. T h e Vice-Commodore of Poole Group, A.S.A., is ovir 
o W n a n d i n g Officer, the Sailing Secretary is Captain Keech, 
and the Assistant Sailing Secretary, Corporal Phippard. 

The P i m p e r n e l Bea|$Ies 
The final meet for the season took place on 3rd April. It 

would appear that our local hares didn't expect such a late 
meet as they were out in profusion. In fact with a ratio of 
more than one hare to every hound—the pack numbered ten 
pairs—it was difficult to keep the pack together. However, it 
was a beautiful Spring afternoon and the number of followers 
augurs well for next season. 

Before introducing 640 Troop notes, we would like to offer 
to their Second-in-Command, Lieutenant M . S. Wilson-Brown, 
our congratulations on the occasion of his recent marriage to 
Miss Angela Brown. W e wish them both a long and happy 
life with the Corps. 

II .Q. R O Y A L S I G N A L S M A L T A A N D L I B Y A 
M.F.P.O. S I 

It is not often that H.Q. Royal Signals Malta and Libya 
features in print but last month (March) we were subjected to 
a very pleasant surprise when no other a personage than Colonel 
John Judd walked in. He said he had just called to see that 
" we were all busy and hap»py with our work." We were able 
to assure him. 

Actually, John had found the long winter in England very 
trying and decided that both himself and Mrs. Judd could do 
with a fortnight of Malta's sunshine. This was not entirely 
successful as we had a fair amount of rain and storm during 
the period. However, they apparently enjoyed Malta, so much 
in fact, that they are contemplating buying a house in Malta 
so as to be able to hibernate during the cold English winters. 

When the writer last met Colonel John in Germany in 1960, 
John had made it perfectly clear that when retirement came 
along he intended to just sit back and take life very easy. How-
ever, after leading such an active life in the Service the " sitting-
b a c k " became extremely boring and irksome so it was a case 
of back to work. For a time John had employment in Harley 
Street but his first love was calling and by the time these notes 
appear he will once more be saying it with music. He says, 
however, that he intends to stick to the administrative side. 

Colonel and Mrs. Judd send their regards to all old friends 
in the Corps and we in our turn wish them a happy, if active, 
retirement. 

During their holiday they were accompanied by a Mrs. Hodge, 
a staunch supporter of the Corps Band both in Edinburgh and 
Eastbourne. 

CORPS CRESTED ASH TRAY 
Available from Royal Signals Association. 

Plain glass, square, Corps crest, in gold. 
Price 4s. 6d., including postage. 

Suitable especially for souvenir gifts and for 
personal use. 
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205 S q U A M l O N 
B.F.P.O. 24 

It is all very well saying we can defend the Brigade Head-
quarters, but how good would we really be if it came to the 
push? This was the question mark in our minds when we 
set out on Exercise " Frozen Foot," which was designed to test 
the Squadron in its defensive role. 

We went through the motions all right. We dug in, we 
allotted arcs of fire, we spent a night standing-to and standing-
down, and we reckon we beat off the determined attacks of the 
Royal Highland Fusiliers. 

So far, so good. But can we mount an effective counter-
attack if over-run? Can we patrol, to see if what Signalman 
Brown saw was an enemy, or one of those bushes that moves 
when you look hard at it? Will Corporal Logan know what to 
do when—" Bren gun firing all right; Bren gun stops "? We 
now believe that the answer to these sort of questions is a 
definite yes, simply because we went to the All Arms Training 
Centre in Sennelager, and played infantry for a week. 

The first job was to forget our Squadron organisation and re-
form ourselves into platoons and sections. This was not done 
on a Troop basis because we beUeved that for any counter-
attacking or patrolling we might do, it would be a matter of 
grabbing a radio crew here, a line detachment there, a few 
cooks, drivers and Officers' Mess waiters, and sallying forth to 
do battle. 

Reorganisation complete, the training began. For three days 
of bad weather and four days of good, we ran, crawled, de-
ployed, advanced, attacked, defended, patrolled, and, most 
important, we fired our weapons. We were allocated some 
excellent field-firing ranges, and on them we fired every 
weapon in the Squadron (except the rocket launcher). We even 
scrounged 36 grenades and threw them. 

We took to our new element like a cat to water; at first, 
anyway, but soon we were splashing about duckwise. Voices 
used to saying " Hello one signals over" were soon heard 
rattling off " Bren group—two hundred—red barn, two o'clock, 
enemy in edge of wood—rapid fire!" 

Men whose normal command is four linemen armed with 
pliers, side-cutting, were soon capable of saying " Bren group, 
I am going right-flanking, cover my move. Cease fire when I 
begin assault. Section follow me!" And off they would go, 
" Bullets, bullets, charge! Banzai!" Through the position, re-
organise, bring up the Bren, check casualties, check ammo. 

By the time we returned to barracks, we were fit, confident 
with our weapons, and had a basic knowledge of tactics. Not 
only that, we had enjoyed ourselves. 

We must thank very sincerely our Brigade Major and 
G.S.O. ni, who procured extra ammunition and ranges for us, 
and blew up our grenades when they failed to explode. 

Our basketball team scored some excellent results in the last 
month or two. Sergeant Eatock, Corporal Lilford, Lance-
Corporal Spencer, Signalmen Bell, Candon and Young, Crafts-
man Marshall, Cpl. Moxon and Sergeant Berriman, having 
swept all before them and become Minor Unit Champions 
of 4th Division, were knocked out of the i (BR) Corps Cham-
pionship by the redoubtable 4 Field Squadron, Royal Canadian 
Engineers. Since basketball is a national sport in Canada, and 
the margin of defeat was small, anyway, this was .nothing to 
be ashamed of. 

Since late January, every Sunday, two figures have been 
scahng the limstone walls of the Honnetal, a deep gorge nearby. 
This is the " R " Group of the Squadron, rock-climbing 
fraternity. When the warmer weather comes, and when enough 
routes have been found, we hope this will become a popular 
Sunday pastime. 

The Easter break is upon us, and "J" Troop is off to Amster-
dam. Lock up your daughter, you burghers! 

210 SQUADRON 
B.F.P.O. 10 

In the March issue of THE WIRE we were looking forward 
to our annual Command exercise followed by a Squadron Camp. 
These have come and gone with no tragic incidents save for 
Staff Cassling's small pack being run over. What with washing 
in tobacco and smoking soap. Exercise " Sharp Panga" will 
be a memorable one for Staff! 

Brigade H.Q. had four locations in one day—the camouflage 
nets were so " Yo-Yo " like we couldn't keep the scrim in them. 

Communications worked well during the exercise, but we 
were bedevilled by punctures caused by thorns deeply embedded 
in the tyres. Lance-Corporal Findlay, Chester and the Second-
in-Command (!) became very speedy rim splitters—the M.T., 
of course, are perfectionists. The move back was marred by an 
accident but fortunately only vehicle damage was sustained. 

An interesting and instructive exercise under our new Brigade 
Commander was a success for the Squadron and many stories 
have been recounted in the Club since. "Have you heard the 
one about the Samburu boy with two . . . . s." 

Now for Exercise " Winged Mercury " which saw the Squad-
ron in the field—alone. We based ourselves at a very pleasant 
spot, on a trout stream, at Ngobit—roughly midway between 
Mount Kenya and the Aberdare Mountains. We have broken 
our camp weather bogey—^we had delightful weather. On the 
way out Lieutenant Hoghton " bit the dust" and another of 
the Corps' beloved 500 Beezas goes into retirement. Lieutenant 
H. limped for a day of two but is now playing water polo again. 

Foreman Jones did a good job with two film shows in the 
field ably assisted by Ashworth who kept the machine ticking 
over to produce light and power—the electric shavers owe him 
a beer or two! Another word of thanks to the cooks and potato 
peelers working under the ever cheerful Corporal Miller—who 
tells me he's slimming—not that one would notice. 

Since " Winged Mercury " we have had two parties watching 
game, one in the Tsavo Park and one at Amboseli. It's quite 
incredible—African elephants are getting bigger and bigger, 
hippos are running faster and faster. 

Considering that we compete against much larger organisa-
tions in the sporting world the Squadron is more than holding 
its own. In the local soccer league we are in second place in 
spite of the loss of our National Service professionals. I under-
stand that Berry has replaced Corporal Wood in goal as the 
rules don't allow stilts for goalkeepers. We are told that Corporal 
Wood's 64 inches had some difficulty in coping with 79 inches 
of African on the basketball court against Strathmore College. 
Corporals Kelly and Clegg, our two basketball giants, are keeping 
us off the bottom of that league table. Against considerable 
opposition the hockey team are holding a worthy third place 
in the league. The tricky, sticky stars are well supported by 
Stirling efforts from Lynch, Collins and the newly arrived Collett. 
The rugger team has got off to a steady and promising start. 
Spencer and Searle are fighting over the scrum-half place as 
the alternative position is in second row and they don't like 
being squashed. Yates already has his arm in a sling and 
generally there seems to be a fair amount of elastoplast over 
knees. 

Lance-Corporal Cook has done it! — " for better or for worse." 
Congratulations! We hear, too, that Captain Burridge and 
Lieutenant McLuckie held swords recently—or were they both 
on a recce finding the form? One has to go back a long, long 
way in the Squadron's history to find an Officer who left Kenya 
as a bachelor. 

At the time of writing we have twenty or so of our number 
wallowing in the Indian Ocean at Malindi—on an exercise. 
H.M.S. Centaur is lying off the coast and our air support 
tentacles are working furiously giving Brigade F.A.C.'s practice 
in controlling naval aircraft. 

A quiet approach to our four days Easter break seems to be 
" on the cards." The Squadron looks as though it will be 
split three ways over Easter—game watching, watching the East 
African Safari or Egyptian P.T. 

U R G E N T C L O T H I N G U R G E N T 
THE WELFARE SECTION at Royal Signals Association, Cheltenham Terrace, Chelsea, London. 
S.W.3, will be MOST GRATEFUL for unwanted clothes — men's, women's, children's — 
anything, in fact, except ladies' underwear. There is a continuous demand which always 

exceeds supply. 
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2 1 » S l tUADROlV 
B .F .P .O . 57 

P.C. Wren was here 

Other than our routine job of maintaining communications 
with Malta and Benghazi, we have supphed rear link detach-
ments for units on desert training. Notable was one provided 
for ist Battalion T h e Royal Scots on their Fezzan expedition. 
The main Battalion base was at Sebha, the provincial capital, 
and some 550 miles from Tripoli. We supplied one vehicle 
fitted with S R ' C i i / R 2 i o , together with driver and operator, to 
work a daily schedule from Sebha to Tripoli. The journey 
to and from Sebha was accomplished without much trouble. 

2 3 6 S Q U A D R O N 
B .F .P .O . 10 

Away in the bush, miles from Nairobi, isolated from the rest 
of the world by big game, tsetse fly and aerial towers, lies one 
of the British Army's loneliest stations. T h e Transmitter 
Station of Kenya's C O M C A N Squadron. It is to let you know 
how life is lived at lonely outposts of the Royal Signals that these 
notes are written. 

Under pressure from the locals, we have at last held our 
annual barbecue and dance. This event, long recognised as 
Kenya's high spot of the year, was enjoyed by a hundred and 
fifty or more of our local cowboy and cowgirl friends, who 
danced, drank and ate until the early hours, to the music of 
Kenya's top two orchestras, the Westenders and the Les 
Hombres. Guests were greeted by a haunting melody, played 
on the tom-tom from the top of the water tower by our only 
surviving Indian, Big Chief TopFanshawe. Considerably moved 
by the experience, they were then welcomed by our organiser. 
Corporal Bert Ingleby and his band of welcomers. Food, by 
Corporal Dennis " P a s t r y " Toms, and Lance-Corporal Jake 
" Curry " Veitch, included two pigs and 3olb. of " do-it-your-
sel f" steak with sausages, liver and cold buffet. 

For the third year running, the money-raising ideas were sifted 
to find the one most capable of raising money for the Forces 
Broadcasting " Wireless for the B l i n d " appeal. T h e winner 
was a raffle with all the prizes paid for by collection within the 
Troop of 23 men. It was a great success and raised the sum 
of £ 2 0 7 - 1 0 cents. This won for us the shield presented by 
East African Airways to the unit making the biggest effort in 
this appeal. We now have shields for 1960, 1961, and 1962, 
and wonder where 1963's will fit, if and when we win it. 

We did a bit of " soldier f i rs t" business a couple of weeks 

a grand shooting, curry-eating and beer-drinking contest. We 
ago, when we accepted an invitation from the TTiika Police to 
won everything except the shooting! 

Our football team rests, having beaten most of the best teams 
out here, including those of the Squadron and 210 Squadron. 

2 4 « ( G U R K H A ) S Q U A D R O N 
B .F .P .O . 1 

T h e Squadron recently breathed its sigh of relief as the 
exercise season came to a close. T h e breathing space however 
has been curtailed as we move on to the individual training 
season. Upgrading courses are already under way. 

Almost as soon as 1962 had made its triumphal exit in the 
form of the Brigade Group Review we found ourselves embarked 
upon the first exercise of 1 9 6 3 — " W i l d Run III ." Naturally 
enough this was very much like the previous two exercises of 
the same name involving deployment of the Brigade for I.S. 
work and then redeployment in the Operational Role. Exercise 
" Thunderbolt " (misnamed " Thunderbax " by the humorists) 
came next. This was a nuclear signals exercise against the 
Fantasians. This was closely followed by Exercise " Tussock " 
which was an air strike exercise involving F.A.C.s from 2/2 
Gurkha Regiment and 2/7 Gurkha Regiment, H Q . 48 Brigade, 
H.Q. Britfor and H.M.S. Hermes. " K u k r i Clash," an inter-
Battalion exercise between Pachhim (2/2 Gurkha Regiment) 
and Purba (2/7 Gurkha Regiment), was next on the list fol-
lowed by " Fleet Foot," in which Pun (2/6 Gurkha Regiment) 
valiantly fought Queensia (i Queen's Surreys). T h e Squadron 
is fully stretched on inter-Battalion exercises, providing two 
Brigade Command Nets—one H.F. and the other V.H.F.—and 
H.F. Brigade Administrative Net, a V.H.F. Umpire Net, and 
Voice and T . G . Rear Links. T h e exercise season finished with 
" Double Twist ," which was a little difficult. Having com-
mitted ourselves to a V.H.F. Brigade Command net the umpires 
promptly blew up all roads and we were unable to deploy the 
relay vehicle to best advantage. As 2/6 Gurkha Regiment 
advanced into the night to a position on the far side of Hill 463 
from Brigade Headquarters, Lieutenant Ryding made his way 
up 463 to do manual relay using an A41. As the advance con-
tinued eastwards the relay party too moved east until after two 
days and nights without sleep and very little food they found 
themselves on the south-east slopes of Tai Mao Shan. A light 
aircraft was used as an airborne relay when all else failed. T h e 
Field Regiment were without communications to their F.O.O.S. 
with 2/2 Gurkha Regiment and 2/6 Gurkha Regiment. Gunner 
Fire Orders were passed via our Relay which was sitting, half 
asleep, in the clouds^on the cold and damp hillside. 

2/7 Gurkha Regiment left the Brigade in February to go to 
Brunei but their families and rear party are still here. T o 
facilitate administration for them we now open a voice link on a 
C i i using an East West dipole to Brunei every Tuesday and 
Friday morning. Singapore and Seremban are the other two 
outstations. 248 Squadron in Brunei use an East West dipole 
to us and change to North South dipole to talk to Singapore. 

Brigadier W. G. Tucker, O.B.E., the Colonel of the Regiment, 
came to Hong Kong as a Colonel Commandant of the Corps and 
visited the Squadron on 17th and i8th February. He went round 
the family lines on 17th and took the salute at a Squadron 
Parade on i8th after which he toured the Squadron lines. A t 
this time Lieutenant^Colonel Fletcher was handing over as 
C.R. Signals Hong K o n g to Lieutenant-Colonel Winn. The 
visit and the handover combined with the fact that i8th is 
Nepal National Day provided an excellent excuse for a 
Squadron Nach. W e do hope the Brigadier enjoyed his romp 
with the Maroonis as much as he appeared to and that he wasn't 
Sti f f next morning. Lieutenant-Colonel Fletcher was presented 
with a kukri from all ranks of the Squadron. 

On 23rd March we held inter-Troop athletics which was 
easily won by " A " Troop " A " team we have now selected our 
Squadron team to enter the Royal Signals Sports and Brigade 
Minor Units Championships. T h e Squadron old soldiers' race 
was won by Sergeant Sawyers who is Squadron Pay Sergeant. 
T h e O.C. came second, but he wouldn't have done if he hadn't 
tripped up Staff Sergeant McCartney. T h e age limit was 
esipecially lowered to allow the former to take part. 

Sergeants Meredith and Simpson, Corporal Willis and Lance-
Corporal O'Connor have all recently left the Squadron. We were 
sorry to see them go as they have all contributed a lot, both at 
work and on the field of sport. We wish them every happiness 
in their new postings. 

We have been joined by Staff Sergeant Robertson, Corporal 
Childs, Corporal Long and Lance-Corporal Abel, all of whom 
are now more or less " with it." 

Transmitter Troop Hatrick 



248 ( G U R K H A ) S Q U A D R O N 
c/o G.P.O., S I N G A P O R E 

The last contribution from this Squadron was published in 
November, 1962; in it we mentioned our preoccupation with 
Internal Security in Singapore and our hopes for a few quiet 
months to carry out some Troop and detachment training. 

At the beginning of December the Squadron Commander left 
for Australia, on duty—and almost immediately after his 
departure a revolt started in Brunei. 

Akhough Major Deverill (O.C. V.H.F. Troop) had been left 
in command of the Squadron it was necessary for him to remain 
behind on I.S. duties and Captain Copeland led the Squadron 
into battie. Captain H. Mc. I. Paterson was sent from R.H.Q. 
in Seremban to make up the officer strength, and to add that 
Highland touch so necessary to most warlike ventures. 

For three years now the Squadron had been practising for a 
contingency such as this and although the actual fly-in was 
totally disimilar to any previously practised, our basic training 
stood us in very good stead. 

The small assault Brigade H.Q. flew into Brunei town, just 
after the first Battalion, to find conditions very tense and rebels 
stiU being rounded up or killed; conditions were best described 
as fluid. 

Together with officers and detachments of 249 Squadron the 
Unit set about providing and integrating communications. The 
value of the civil communication system was quickly apparent 
and was used extensively. 

The C.S.O. F A R E L F flew in and gave his blessing to the 
plans then being made. Due to the shortage of soldiers to 
provide guards the hordes of captured rebels were imprisoned 
within the confines of the local teimis courts. 

Detachments of the Squadron arrived with the various Units 
being deployed; some being helicoptered in from H.M.S. Albion, 
others landed from H.M.S. Tiger and those with the Marine 
Commandos moved up the Limbang River in assault landing 
craft at dawn for the attack on Limbang. 

The first few days were dramatic and full of excitement. The 
Queen's Ovm Highlanders' assault on the enemy held airfield at 
Anduki in a Beverley aircraft, hedge-hopping in from the sea, 
the dash down the road from Brunei to the oilfields of Seria by 
the i/2nd Gurkha Rifles, the Greenjackets landing from H.M.S. 
Tiger at Miri and the dawn assault by the 42nd Commando at 
Limbang where they freed the District Commissioner (just in 
time to save hkn from being hung). This was material for 
" Boys' Own Paper " or an exciting novel, and disproved com-
pletely those who thought the Regular Army a stuffy, con-
ventional organisation. Here were small bodies of troops work-
ing together with airmen and sailors, producing imaginative 
solutions to hackneyed Staff College Examination type problems; 
the answers might not have got you through the examination 
but they certainly worked. 

A Canberra co-operating too closely with ground forces did 
knock the top off a V H F aerial mast but on the whole the 
Services worked extremely well together. 

Then began the period of consolidation and follow-up; 
supply organisations, water transport, Dock Units, Dog Units, 
AASO's and M A M S and all the other improbable sounding, 
but very necessary, organisations arrived. 

Civilian 3-tonners and Land Rovers were taken over and, 
most essential in Borneo, a fleet of long boats with outboard 
motors were pressed into service. As one Naval Rating was 
heard to say when he inspected his ' crew,' " Look at them— 
rig of the day; flip flops and B-pyjama trousers!" 

Signal message traffic was, of course, rising with the influx 
of staff and the supply of pencils. On Sunday, i6th December, 
418 messages were handled, excluding SDS, and of these 80 
were Op Immediate. Lieutenant Kent became discouraged 
when after sprinting to the Brigade Major with his third flash 
message he was greeted with, " Don't bother me with those 
damned things, I'm busy." 

During all this excitement spare a thought for Major Deverill 
with the Rear Party in Singapore. Frantic signals from Brunei 
implored him to get more radio sets, men, cooking equipment, 
message pads, vehicles, etc.—aU of equal priority—on to planes, 
ships, at once; he did it and the Squadron will always be grate-
ful for his efforts. S.Q.M.S. Cockcroft saw his stores distributed 
over an area, four or five times as large as the U.K. , without a 
piece of paper or receipt from anyone; he, too, provided the 
Squadron with everything it needed to carry out its formidable 
task. 

The Foreman of Signals with his Gurkha Radio Technicians 
was now operating an unofficial Tels Base Workshop and 
Ordnance Field Park combined; R.E.M.E. arrived later to 

regularise the system, and to prevent us putting them out of 
business. 

Captain H. Mc. I. Paterson acted as travelling agent during 
this period, visiting all the Brigade Units, assessing their re-
quirements and liaising with civilian communicators. He 
travelled by boat, plane, helicopter and foot—it was even 
rumoured that the future Mrs. Paterson would be wearing a 
string of beads and a happy grin at the next Regimental Birth-
day, but alas 'twas only a rumour; he got away from the Long-
House in time! 

Christmas Day was recognised by the turkey at lunch time; 
the Director of Operations enjoined us all to have a "Happy 
but not too Merry Christmas." 

The C.O. of 17th (Gurkha) Regiment, Lieutenant-Colonel J. 
C. Clinch, visited us for three days and spent a busy period as 
' extra Brigade Signal Officer ' helping Units with their problems. 
Extracts from the Squadron Diary over two days gives some 
idea of the movements of members of the Squadron: — 

' The F.-of-S. flew to Long Sukang by helicopter.' 
' Corporal Gangaparsad flew to Miri to repair a Green-

jacket radio.' 
' S.Q.M.S. went by boat to Labuan to collect more vehicles.' 
' Captain Paterson arrived from Limbang by native long 

boat.' 
On Saturday, 12th January, the Diary records that it started 

to rain heavily; this is an understatement. It rained almost 
continuously for the next ten days! The rivers flooded and 
operations gave way to flood relief. One officer of the Squadron 
arrived at a Battalion H.Q. to find the Gurkha Radio Operator 
sitting up to his waist in water but still tapping out his message; 
he was wet but his equipment was dry. 

The Squadron worked on local civilian radio nets in order to 
get as much information of the flooding as possible. 

Slowly the waters receded and operations recommenced. 
Captain B. J. Burke arrived from the U.K. at about this time 
having been given a few days to settle his family in Singapore. 
He was soon ' on shift ' in the Signal Centre. 

Major A. A. Dacre, M.B.E., arrived back in late January to 
reassume command and to relieve Captain Copeland for a 
period of well earned leave. 

Detachments of the Squadron were by now in deep jungle 
with the Sarawak Rangers and the Gurkha Parachute Company 
—and still providing excellent communications. You may 
already have read the account of how the two-man radio detach-
ment with the Gurkha Parachute Company reacted when 
involved in an aircrash in a Single Pioneer aircraft; Signal-
man Durgaram Rana and Signalman Rambahadur Rai are to be 
commended on their quick and effective action. The engine 
having failed the aircraft crashed through the dense canopy of 
jimgle tops. Although the plane was ripped to pieces the 
deceleration through the trees saved their lives. Pausing only 
to reflect upon their good fortune they established com-
munication to Brigade H.Q. on an infantry manportable A150 
set (distance about 100 miles) to give news of their plight. 
We at Brigade heard them only weakly and not knowing of 
the airmove had doubts about this unauthenticated message in 
Gurkhali. But two other stations on the net heard them, and 
the one with the Sarawak Rangers at Long Semado confirmed 
the information and also recognised Rambahadur's voice. This 
speedy action enabled the R.A.F. to mount the rescue operation 
with all haste and with the satisfactory knowledge that the pilot 
and passengers were safe. The Brigade Commander was sent a 
commendatory signal from the Air Task Force Commander, 
thanking Gurkha Signals for their assistance. 

We do not know how long we shall be here or what our 
commitments will be in future, but it has been good fun up to 
now irrespective of the hard work. It makes all the training seem 
so absolutely worthwhile! 

249 S Q U A D R O N 
c/o G.P.O., S I N G A P O R E 

With about two-thirds of the Squadron still in Brunei and 
the writer at the " small end " in Sinppore, notes are difficult. 

Lieutenant " M i k e " McCann has just joined us from Ger-
many and Staff Sergeant Warren who fills a much needed 
position in the stores. 

We are just having our first bunch of D i i operators trained 
at the Signal Training Centre (FARELF) and they will soon 
be disappearing to Brunei. In fact most people in the Squadron 
go to (or now go back to) Brunei sooner or later. The life of 
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the Squadron as we knew it has gone—^small numbers and 
constant change this end and regular shift work that end. 

621 Signal Troop (Air Sujjport) Detachment in Butterworth 
have been in the news. Corporal Freeman now has a baby boy 
and Signalman Audsley took the plunge and got hmisefi 
" hitched." We wish them lots of happiness. 

T h e O.C.'s little red bomb (Dauphine) eventually blew up, 
much to the annoyance of Mrs. (Stirling) Webb, especially as 
it was so soon after the car had caught fire all on its own one 
night. 

We say farewell to S.S.M. Felton and his formidable 
moustache. At least he won't have to worry about a smog 
mask when he gets back to U . K . ! 

262 SQUADROIV 
B .F .P .O . 53 

One of the past month's highlights was the visit to the 
Squadron of our new Chief Signal Officer, Colonel T . H. C. 
Grigg. After the visit, the C.S.O. went on to see the Squadron 
win the C.S.O. Championship Squadron Basketball, which we 
won in a most exciting final against 2 Squadron of 9th Regi-
ment. Sergeant Gray's experienced captaincy and wUy taaics 
did much to bring victory to his team. 

Other highlights in sporting circles were the inclusion of 
Corporal Fuller and Private Henderson in the team, and Private 
Wesley as reserve, when Army Women's Services (Cyprus) 
played W.R.A.F. (Cyprus) at hockey. 

The Squadron Qjmmander, Major J. L . McKeUar, won his 
Army (Cyprus) golf colours against R.A.F. (Cyprus). Sergeant 
Stead (W.R.A.C.) was awarded her Army (Cyprus) badminton 
colours. 

Sergeant Gray and Corporal Morgan (W.R.A.C.) won the 
Army (Cyprus) badminton mixed doubles and Sergeant Stead 
(W.R.A.C.) went to the semi-final of the ladies' singles in the 
same competition. 

Lance-Corporal Chick won the Army (Cyprus) 440 yards 
hurdles and has been chosen to represent the Army in the 
forthcoming Inter-Service (Cyprus) Meeting. 

Corporal Fuller (W.R.A.C.) played for Combined Services 
(Cyprus) when they beat W.R.A.F. (U.K.) at hockey, 3—2. 

Private Thomas (W.R.A.C.) was one of the Squadron per-
sonnel who attended a novices' ski course at Troodos. How she 
enjoyed the experience can be gathered from the accompanying 
photograph. 

Private Pat Thomas, VV.R.A.C., takes time off from her job as a 
teleprinter operator to attend a ski course at the Forces Leave 

Centre, Troodos. 

During the past month we sent a radio detachment to 
North Africa as a preliminary for forthcoming infantry exercises 
in which the ^ u a d r o n will take part. T h e detachment worked 
back to base in Cyprus comfortably, using voice and C / W . 

R O Y A L S I G N A L B E T A C H M E N T 
4 6 S Q V A B R O N R.A.S.C. ( L . C . T . ) 

Newly upgraded, Ships Telegraphists return to the fold, the 
smell of pain and metal polish pervades the radio cabin, fingers 
are sticky with glue as the winter's accumulation of amend-
ments to the Admiralty List of Radio Signals are done. T h e 
spring sailing season officially opened as the Agheila neatly 
removed a few feet of stanchions, etc., when berthing alongside 
her sister ship, Andalsnes. Telegraphists of R.A.S.C. V . Audemer, 
Corporal Nichol and Signahnan Bent, d i s t i n ^ s h e d themselves 
when the Dutch motor vessel Result was in distress in the 
Channel, and was later escorted to safety. 

There is, it seems, at the present time, a mass exodus taking 
place in favour of suimier climates. W.O.II Crane is leaving 
shortly for Singapore and in whose place we welcome W.O.II 
Burman to take over the chair. Sergeant Rogers and Corporal 
Longmore are due to exchange their ships of the sea for ships 
of the desert with the Trucial Oman Scouts. W e only hope 
that they do not try to fit navigation lights to them. Signataan 
Hood is on his way to foreign parts in the name of 601 Signal 
Troop (Ship), which should provide for him a home from home. 

Welcome to the replacements posted in, you'll soon leam how 
to winkle Pilots out in the dead of night and replace aerials 
aloft in a force 8. Tliis year's programme includes Channel 
Islands, Hebrides, Wales, Antwerp, Cherbourg, Portugal and 
Gibraltar, so we look forward to an interesting season. 

640 T R O O P 

As this is our first appearance in THE WIRE, a few words 
about the role of the unit may be in order. We were formed 
in September, 1962, as a unit of the Strategic Reserve. W e are 
attached and administered by 30th Regiment and, together 
with 600 Troop and 260 Squadron, form No. 4 Squadron, 30th 
Regiment. Our role is to provide communications for all and 
sundry, anywhere in the world. We have a number of detach-
ments of various types using H F and V H F radio, radio relay, 
line, and also the provision of comcen facilities. These 
detachments are all capable of independent working and each 
has its own technicians. 

We are fortunate enough to have the Mk. 8 F F R Land 
Rovers (24 volt system), which solves our battery charging 
problems, for all our radio detachments, except the D i i ' s . 
Our equipment began to arrive in October and November 
and, with some hard work by the technicians, we had every-
thing installed by the end of November. Since then we have 
been in constant demand. 

Exercise " Winged Coachman" required the presence of 
Sergeants Drugan, Parry and Brooks, Corporals Tebby and 
Burn and Signalmen Brown, Bryant and Rayner during most 
of November, whilst Staff Sergeants Telford and Montgomery, 
Corporal (now Sergeant) Croad-Brangwyn and Lance-Corporal 
Jennings were sent for a " holiday " in Germany, and Corporal 
Cutler became " our man in Paris." December saw a demonstra-
tion of the unit to the G.O.C., Southern Command, and the 
departure of Sergeant Croad-Brangwyn, Corporal Lupton, Lance-
Conporals Allen (now Corporal) and Jennings and Signalman 
Finch to Brunei. January provided some light relief by assist-
ing 30th Regiment with their demonstration at the Staff College, 
Camberley. February saw us demonstrating to the R.M.A. , 
Sandhurst, where we are pleased to report that as a direct re-
sult of this demonstration, a number of cadets made further 
enquiries, with a view to joining Royal Signals on commissioning. 

Our future promises to be as interesting and varied; our 
calendar being almost fully booked with engagements through-
out the year, both at home and overseas. Lieutenant M. S. 
Wilson-Brown departs with a detachment to the Far East 
on return from his honeymoon in Italy, and the remainder, 
under our Squadron Commander, Captain D. G. Pratt, fly 
in the opposite direction. 

When not involved in either Troop or Strategic Reserve 
training, we are available to assist 30th Regiment in their trials. 
We intend to keep the feet of the bofiSns firmly on the ground 
and have at hand in 640 Troop plenty of the " average soldier " 
beloved by the authors of user trials directives and reports. 
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1 S4|UAnilOX, KlXt i 'S A F U K ' A N ItlFI^KS 
l l .F.P.O. 10 

Buller Camp hockey team (which features a large proportion 
of our Squadron players) is busy catching up on the league 
programme. This entails two and three games a week which, 
theoretically, is supposed to make one fit. In actual fact, I 
can hardly move. 

The Squadron soccer team, comprising all A.O.R.s, have 
never yet been beaten and are going from success to success. 
As they have never won the league championship, we are 
keeping fingers well and truly crossed. Good luck to them. 

Ex«»r<'i.sc Sharp Paiiga." ' Headquarters, East Africa 
Command, on safari. You find it hard to believe? Ah will, so 
did we until we found ourselves embroiled in Exercise " Sharp 
Panga " (" emboiled " would perhaps be more appropriate) at 
Archers Post in the Northern Frontier District. 

iVIobile Troop, led by Captain Paul Alexander, and a de-
tachment consisting of W.O.II G. Slater, Staff Sergeant V. 
Purkis and Corporal J. Holland, plus three A.O.R.s, com-
prising the Communication Centre side, were well supervised in 
the field by the C.S.O., Lieutenant-Colonel J. Eagle and 
Major G. Lowe from SX Branch. 

Camp was pitched in and around a dry river bed near to 
the banks of the River Uaso Nyiro, and bathing was restricted, 
particularly during evening time, because of the distressing 
feeding habits of the local crocodiles. The blazing sun was, 
for most part, hidden from view by clouds of soft, stinging 
sand, which was to be our staple diet for the exercise period. 
We gritted our teeth, however, and drank it, ate it and spat 
it, and there and then vowed never again to visit Blackpool. 

Life was enlivened by the company (uninvited and definitely 
unwelcomed) of scorpions, ticks, snakes, fleas and millions of 
mosquitoes. The insane laughter of hungry hyenas, inter-
mingled with like noises from the Communication Centre in 
the wee hours of the morning. This was when communications 
were not what they should be. Can anyone tell me why 
there is always a " thick " operator at the other end when the 
clock strikes three (in the morning). 

Undeterred, we soon surmounted the odd difficulty (we had 
to) and our C U and B44 links were clearing traffic in no time 
at all. With both 24 and 70 Brigades plunging through the 
desert at breakneck speed, locations were a little difficult at 
times, but we were aided and abetted by the Army Air Corps, 
who, with their Beavers and helicopters, did sterling work for 
us in clearing traffic, mainly by air drop. It was nothing to see 
the Signal Centre Supervisor spurting puffs of sand as he 

dashed across the air-
strip with weighted sack. 
Very fit making. 

The piece de resistance 
of communications were 
the radio telephones on 
loan from the G.P.O , real 
" flying doctor" stuff. 
These worked like a 
dream and were used by 
the staff to the fullest, 
which, of course, helped 
to cut down our work-
pile enormously. 

Corporal Holland had 
his Cipher Officer pitched 
in a three-tonner. With 
the flaps down for work-
ing, the temperature at 
times reached over 140 
degrees. With the addi-
tion of a couple of OP 
Immediates, I'll swear 
that on occasions this 
soared to 150! 

He survived, albeit 
somewhat jaded. 

The most frantic man 
was our " line-wallah," 
Sergeant " P a d d y " 
McSorley. For your in-
formation, DIG is in 
high demand by the local 
Samburu gentry for use 
as snares and by their 

O n e o f o u r " L i n e w o m e n H e l p e r s " o n 
Exerc ise Sha rp Panga. D I O cable is m u c h 

p r i zed as a d e c o r a t i o n 

female counterparts for ornament (see picture). No sooner 
was Sergeant JUcSorley at one end of the line than the other 
end was whipped away. The thought of a mad Irishman career-
ing along in a Land Rover, tossing thunder-flashes at wily 
wire-whipping Watu in the middle of the night is something 
which will brighten my evening for years to come. By dint 
cf sheer perseverence and an extra supply of DIG flown in, 
communications were maintained at least some of the time. 
The seriousness of the situation is underlined by the fact that 
iVlajor (Q.M.) W. Parks and W.O.II G. Slater were seen 
practising morse flag. 

Fortunately, the exercise was voted a success! 
On reflection, I think that it is just as well that these 

notes are written anonymously. 

SKiXAI. TKOOI*. leOVAL S IEKRA I^EOBrK 
M I M T A K V FOSKKS 

B Y CAPTAIN F . V . B . PHILP 

It is a long time since notes have appeared from Sierra 
Leone in THE WIRE. For the interest of those readers who have 
had the pleasure of serving in Sierra Leone in the past, let 
me tell you that the Royal Sierra Leone Military Forces is a 
small, but very efficient, little army. All Services are repre-
sented, amongst whom is the Force Signal Troop. By the time 
these notes are published. Captain F. V. B. Philp will have 
handed over command of this Troop to Captain S. W. Mawson. 
During the past three years, great changes have taken place in 
Sierra Leone, and it has been my pleasure to witness the birth 
of this new country—which is now a member of the Common-
wealth. • As we all know, a birth is not an easy thing, and 
there are many labour problems! It is truly remarkable, 
however, how Sierra Leoneans have taken over jobs previously 
held by expatriates at very short notice, with very little re-
duction in efficiency in the running of the country. All the 
government. departments are now Africanised (or " localised ") 
with very few exceptions. The Military Force is expected to 
be Africanised by 1965. It may be of interest to some 
readers to know that lUajor David Lansana takes over com-
mand of the ist Battalion Royal Sierra Leone Regiment next 
June—the first Sierra Leonean to take command of the Battalion. 
As a spectator, I have been very closely concerned (as O.C. 
Force Signal Troop) with the running of national celebrations 
such as the Independence Celebration in April, 1961, the high-
light of which was a military tattoo, at which the flag of this 
new country was raised for the first time at midnight—a sight 
never to be forgotten by all those thousands of people who wit-
nessed the ceremony. Another highlight that comes to mind 
was the historic visit of Her Majesty The Queen, when she 
graciously received all officers of the Royal Sierra Leone Military 
Forces. During her visit. Her Majesty carried out many 
activities—Presentation of New Colour to the ist Battalion, 
durbars, presentations, children's rally, up-country visits, etc. 
At such times as this, Signal Troop " were there " unobtrusively 
getting on with the job. 

In early 1962, the government of Sierra Leone decided to 
send a small contingent to assist the United Nations Organisa-
tion in the Congo. Force Signal Troop sent a radio technician 
and a wireless operator. We regret to tell you that Sergeant 
Bundu Kamara (previously known as Sergeant Taylor before 
his change of name) was killed in a road accident at Kitona 
Congo during this time. His body was returned to Sierra 
Leone and interred in the Military Cemetery at Lumley with 
full mihtary honours. During the rotation of contingent in 
July, 1962, the O.C. managed to get posted to Leopoldville (to 
join the other 20G-0dd staff officers already there!) on the 
temporary post of " Sierra Leone Liaison Officer" for the 
rotation of our troops by air; during the three week there 
he was able to hear and appreciate, first hand, the difficulties 
of the U.N.O. in that unhappy land. 

At this time the O.C. was able to visit Nigeria for three 
days—he was last in Nigeria in 1947/48—and it was good to 
see the progress this country has made since that date. Lagos 
itself is unreco^isable! However, the Signal Centre and 
the T X site is still there, and the hospitality he received during 
his brief stay was overwhelming! This liaison proved very 
successful (as later we were " dashed " three 53 sets to assist us 
in communicating to our contingent in the Congo. These sets 
have proved their weight in gold since they were installed and 
working). Through the medium of these notes I would like to 
record the sincere appreciation of all ranks of the R.S.L.M.F. 
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The music men 

Park the drum. Dump the 
trumpet. Take the weight off 
our feet. We've banged and 
blown our way right round the 
town. Now's the time when a 
pint of beer tastes best of all. 

After a hard, hot day — 
BEER, IT'S LOVELY! 

I8BUXD BY THX B B X W S B S ' BOOISTT, 1 0 X7PPKB S S O O S St., lOSDOM, 

A man's at his best with a Manikin 

A Manikin has the smooth, rich Havana flavour 
that pleases a man . . . brings out the best in 
him . . . mal<es him feel at ease. 

Available In flat pocket tins of 10's and IS's 
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FAMOUS DRINKS IN YOUR MESS 
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UQUEUR 
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QUINTA DO NOVAL 
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VINTAGE PORT 
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mUen, 

These and all other famous 

drinks are obtainable 

through N.A.A.F.I. 

SOUTH AFRICAN 
SHERRY 
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CONSULT 
NAAR 
FIRST. 
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Controller of 
Credit Services, 
NAAFI , London, S.E.I I 
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As well as in GERMANY, GIBRALTAR, SINGAPORE, MALAYA or HONG KONG 
Lower hire-purchase charges than are usually obtainable (at present 6 i per cent per annum). 
Deposit of 20 per cent—25 per cent if the price includes Purchase Tax—of the total you want 
Naaf i to advance (although in some cases a higher deposit is required). 
Up to three years in which to pay off the balance. 
Free life cover where all arrangements, including comprehensive car insurance, are effected 
through Naafi. This means that no further instalments are payable in the event of death. 
Cost of first year's comprehensive insurance premium on the car can be included. 
For those going abroad, protection, at exceptionally low rates, against three-quarters of 
the liability for Purchase Tax and Import Duty in the event of premature repatriation. For many 
popular makes of car the rates are £4 for British cars and £9 for foreign cars. 
Naafi Will Finance 
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• Comprehensive insurance premium on the car for the first year 
• Purchase Tax and Import Duty cover 
• Reasonable freight charges ana transit insurance in most cases if you are posted and 

the car has to be transferred before you have finished paying the instalments 
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for the assistance given to us by the Nigeria Army Signals— 
not only with wireless and air schedule, etc., but tracing of 
missing mail bags to our contingent in the Congo, and in the 
many other ways they have assisted us. It should be borne in 
mind that the Sierra Leone Contingent in the Congo is 2,500 
miles away " as the crow flies " from Sierra Leone, over un-
developed country and good communications are a great 
comfort! 

Several men from the Troop each year proceed to U . K . and 
Germany on upgrading and attachments to Royal Signals Units. 
T h e author would like to say that the hospitality and friend-
ship shown by men of these units, is freely commented upon 
by the men of this Troop when they return to Sierra Leone. 

I sail in early March for U.K. , on posting to 28th Regiment 
in July next. For the past three years there has never been 
a dull moment. I have been privileged to witness the progress 

«02 TR001> 
II.F.P.O. 10 

Since this is the first ever contribution from this Troop to 
THE WIRE it is fitting, we have decided, that we should report 
upon the recent visit of the Signal Officer-in-Chief to the Troop 
during his tour of Units in Kenya. 

Although the General was only due to spend 50 minutes in 
the Unit a good deal of energy was expended by everyone in 
preparation. The final result was that, with a sunny day to help, 
the Unit looked quite presentable on the first of February on 
which date the General was due to arrive at 11.10 hours. T h e 
Generaly, unfortunately, was only able to spend 35 minutes 
with us due to unavoidable delays and this of course required 
a rapid revision of the plaimed tour of inspection. 

Having arrived with the Chief Signal Officer, Lieutenant-
Colonel J. W. Eagle, M.B.E., and having met the Troop Sergeant 
Major (W.O.II Green), Major-General F. J. Swainson, O.B.E., 
then inspected the Quarter Guard commanded by Sergeant D . 
L . Bassett. 

The General then proceeded to see the Unit, the way it 
worked and where it lived. W e were able to show him one end 
of our wireless links working to Aden, our accommodation 
(Twynham Huts of which we are very proud since our previous 
living accommodation consisted of dilapidated tents on dirty, 
wet " Black C o t t o n " soil) and also our " self-helped " basket-
ball, volley-ball, 5-a-side soccer and hockey pitches, as well as 
our swimming pool. We regretted being unable to show the 
S.O.-in-C. this pool (a converted 25,000 gallon water tank) 
when it was full, as it is most afternoons, with thirty thrashing 
bodies and one inoffensive tennis ball, all employed in our 
modified edition of " water polo." 

Having displayed our various sporting pitches, the General 
went on to see fifteen operators employed in classroom training. 
Having spoken to most, and listened with a critical ear to the 
morse that was being sent he went on to see the more present-
able of Corporal Jones's caricatures. From there he was rapidly 
taken past our hobbies area (chickens and pigeons featuring pre-
dominantly) to look at a working parachute patrol (with bivvy 
and brew). Here a perspiring Signalman Cristie was providing 
generated power for a languishing Corporal French demon-
strating his ability to operate (while partaking of his " b r e w " 
at the same time). Next to this patrol stood Corporal Whalley 
and Signalman Kelly by a rigged catamaran on which they 
and three others had braved the hippo, " c r o c " and disease-
infested waters of the Tana River dovra. which they had sailed 
on a recent, hazardous Adventure Training trip. 

From here General Swainson moved to our " piece de resis-
tance." When viewing this building from the outside the 
General seemed genuinely surprised that the uneven, " shenzi" 
building confronting him should be described with such pride 
by his guides. He was told that the amateur building was the 
result of much efficient thieving (and less efficient construction) 
on the part of every member of the Troop. (Notable in the 
former capacity, needless to say, was the Sergeant Major!) . 
This building from very start to final completion was erected 
by the Troop and is now aptly named the Krooked Lodge. 
Having entered the Lodge the General, we think, was agreeably 
surprised, for it was with gusto he drew the first pint of beer 
across the bar and to the acclamation of those present declared 
the Lodge officially opened. It was here that Lance-Corporals 
AUet and Bedford (our chief " constructors ") were questioned, 
sometimes embarassingly, as to how they had acquired and 
erected this " masterpiece." General Swainson then signed our 

The General speaking to the Quarter Guard. Visible are the 
General, Signalmen Williams, Whitf ield, Dempster, Stead and 

Simpson 

scroll stating that the Lodge was officially open, and since the 
C.S.O. was anxious for him to move on to meet his demanding 
schedule he had to refuse (reluctantly, we felt) the offer of a 
second pint. 

Having been fortunate enough to have our club opened by 
the S.O.-in-C. himself, the Troop has never looked back with 
the result that the intense work of construction is now paying 
dividends with the amount of " social" entertainment being 
provided for all. 

Although this is our first contribution to THE WIRE, we hope 
to be able to feature more regularly with tales of various expedi-
tions and escapades in which we constantly seem to be engaged. 
So watch this space for our next issue when we hope to be able 
to recount gruesome tales of Exercise " Kiliken " when parties 
of this Troop will ascend Mountains Kilimanjaro and Kenya 
simultaneously to communicate. 

The General gives his official "blessing" by drinking the first pint-
The O.C. and Corporal French are not slov^ to follow his example 
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H E A n Q U A R T E U S R O Y A L S I G N A L S 
A D E N 

6 0 I T r o o p ( S h i p ) 

Hive of activity during camp training wi th CI2 and A4I . Corporal 
Caldwell, Signalman Stewart, Corporal Grandison, Signalman 

Batram, Signalman Atkins 

We, in Aden, can look back with some satisfaction to the 
" cool season" now drawing to a close. After much pain and 
effort, inter-Corps sports at last appears to be on a firm footing. 

Royal Signals in Aden have cause to feel proud of their efforts, 
they have entered, not without success, teams and individuals in 
all the major sporting activities in Middle East Command. In 
particular the following events are well worth mention: — 

Rugby. Four Corps in Aden entered teams in a series of 
friendly games in which each team played the other entries once. 
Royal Signals results were: — 

V. R.E.M.C., l o s t 8 p t s . t o 6 p t s . 
V. R.A.O.C., won 13 pts. to 8 pts. 
V. R.A.S.C., won 22 pts. to nil. 

Total points for 41, against 16. 
T h e team, as in most other games, consisted basically of 254 

Squadron team, strengthened by two or three others. Al l credit 
is due to Major P. A. MacF MacGillivray for his unfailing 
efforts as a seasoned player who appears to not only enjoy, but 
to revel, in sand. 

In addition. Signalman Collins and Signalman Healey, both 
of 254 Squadron, were selected for both the Army and Combined 
Services sides. T h e latter has also been chosen for the Combined 
Services tour of East Africa. 

Tennis. A n inter-Corp>s team knock-out competition was 
played this year and Royal Signals reached the semi-finals 
where we were beaten by R.E.M.E. 

In addition, Lieutenant-Colonel T . I. G . Gray (C.R. S i s a l s ) 
and Major L . S. Bamber were members of the H.Q. Mideast 
(Army) side which won the League Team knock-out competition 
and Major Bamber also played for the Army and Combined 
Services in representative matches. 

Football. The Royal Signals (Aden) side so far this season 
has played only two games, both of which were won. We have 
beaten R.A.M.C. four goals to one and R.E.M.E. four goals to 
nil. T h e next match is against R.A.S.C. and we look forward 
to this, hoping to keep our unbeaten record intact. 

It is hoped in the near future to arrange games against local 
civilian sides. 

Fencing. This is a sport in which Royal Signals (Aden) have 
excelled during the past season. A Corps side was entered in 
the Inter-Unit Team Championships consisting of Captain 
Bolt, Sergeant Roberts, Corporal Jane and Signalman Thomp-
son, all of 254 Squadron, and Corporal Crowe, late of 650 Troop. 
This team was placed third. 

In addition. Corporal Crowe, fencing as an individual, was 
placed third in foil, third in epee and second in sabre. Sergeant 
Roberts was selected to represent the Army in the Inter-Services 
Championships, and has has subsequently been selected to tour 
Cyprus with the Combined Services team. 

The Royal Signals Western Command 

Small Bore Shooting Trophy 

Results of the 1962/63 competition for the above trophy were 
as follows: — 

Winner: 2 Squadron 42nd Regiment T . A . 
Second: 777 Troop S9th Regiment T . A . 
Third: Permanent Staff 53rd Regiment T . A . 

Best Individual Scores 
Winner: W.O.II Edwards, 42nd Regiment T . A . 
Second: Lance-Corporal O'Neill, 53rd Regiment T . A . 
T h i r d : Corporal Ratcliffe, 59th Regiment T . A . 

Best W.R.A.C. Score 
Sergeant Elliot, W.R.A.C., 53rd Regiment T . A . 

Territorial Army 

Our H.Q. Ship, HMS Meon, affiliated to the Corps. 

44th ( n . C . ) RE f iBME ] *T ( C I N Q U E P O R T S ) T .A . 

For the first time since 
the grant of the title 
" Cinque Ports " in June, 
1960, members of the 
Regiment appeared in 
public displaying the em-
bellishment on the left 
arm of their No. i Dress. 

The occasion was a 
dance held by No. 2 
(Medway) Squadron to 
bid farewell to Major H. 
C. Schurer who has com-
manded the Squadron for 
the last two years. 

T h e Regiment is justly 
proud of the honour be-
stowed upon it by the 
Confederation of the 
Cinque Ports linking as it 
does, the present with the 

L ieu tenan t Co lone l M. H . Seys-Phi l l ips, T . D . Arst Regiment of Cinque 
Photosraph by kmd permission of the "Kent Volunteers of nearly 

Messenger" two hundred years ago. 
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The Vo lunteer Spir it and tlie Cinque VortK 
Uegiineiit . 

T h e volunteer spirit in the defence of ideals has always been 
strong in these islands and perhaps stronger in Kent and the 
South East than anywhere else. This can be readily understood 
when we reahse that here we are nearest to the continent of 
Europe from which we have so often been invaded and more 
often threatened. Often an invading horde, regarding the south-
east as a gateway to its ambitions, has found that gateway barred 
—^barred by stout hearted volunteers. 

T H E FIRST ORGANISED VOLUNTEERS 

The first organised volunteers of dragoons and mounted 
infantry, were raised by William Pitt the Elder, later Earl of 
Chatham, in 1761. In 1778 the first Regiment of Cinque Ports 
volunteers was raised and in 1780 we find in the Army List 
" North's Cinque Ports Regiment." Lord North, who was Lord 
Warden of the Cinque Ports, was followed in that office by 
William Pitt the younger. In 1793 France declared war on 
England and among other measures to forestall a possible 
invasion by Napoleon, Pitt raised a Regiment of Cinque Ports 
Volunteers. 

After Napoleon's defeat in 1815 the volunteer movement, like 
the old soldier, faded rather than died, to be resurrected in 1859 
when once more the French attitude became threatening. We 
now hear of the Kent Artillery Volunteers at Sandgate between 
1868 and 1880. From these days a number of volunteer military 
formations raised in the areas have been accorded the title of 
the Cinque Ports Regiment. 

ONE HUNDRED YEARS LATER 

Nearly one hundred years later, in 1957, once again with 
Headquarters at Sandgate, the Home Counties District (Mixed) 
Regiment T . A . was raised. Later to become the 62nd (Mixed) 
Regiment T.A. , in 1960 with the unanimous agreement of the 
Confederation of the Cinque Ports the War Office redesignated 
the Regiment as the 300 Cinque Ports Regiment. Re-organ-
isation of the Territorial Army in 1961 brought the amalgamation 
of the 62nd with 44th (Home Counties) Regiment. T h e proud 
title is now borne by 44 (H.C.) Regiment (Cinque Ports) T . A . 

Many of the former volunteer regiments were gunners and 
this tradition is reflected in much of the Regiment's fine collec-
tion of silver which has come down to dt through its immediate 
predecessor 259 (Mobile) H.A.A. Regiment R.A. (Home Coun-
ties) Cinque Ports T . A . which was disbanded in 1956. Among 
recent pieces given to the Regiment include a Cinque Ports 
Galleon, a silver cigarette box surmounted by a smaller galleon 
with a soldier at either end, one in the dress of an early Cinque 
Ports Soldier, the other in full dress of the Royal Regiment of 
Artil le^, an early silver cup which had been won by Sergeant 
Franklin over 60 years ago and acquired from his descendants. 

At the annual camp in Cornwa 1 last year the Regiment was 
presented by Lieutenant-Colonel A. V . Brandle, M.B.E., their 
former Commanding Officer with a magnificent Altar Cloth, a 
gift probably unique in the Army. It was made in Malta and 
on a background of green the Regimental Coat of Arms has been 
most beautifully embroidered. 

Even in this age of Nuclear warfare, the volunteers of the 
Cinque Ports Regiment are still carrying out their age old duties 
of helping to protect the Cinque Ports as did their forbears 
before them. 

Although recruiting is lively there are always vacancies and 
any former member of the Corps, Regular or T.A. , who would 
wish to carry on this long tradition of voluntary service in the 
South East are cordially invited to write to the C.R. Signals at 
Yeomanry House, Maidstone. 

:I05 S Q V A O R O X ( M I D D L E S E X Y E O M A N R Y ) 
( T . A . ) 

Sergeant Draper, our assistant parachute jumping instructor, 
crashed rather uncomfortably into the national headlines, tele-
vision—and the English Channel. He took off for France by 
Lemoigne Parachute towed behind a speed boat. A t times 
the sea threatened to engulf him, as the lift provided by the 
towing boat was severely affected by the unhelpful wind direc-
tion. After two hours and twenty miles—enough to have got 
him to the French coast—the wind was still obstinately in the 
wrong direction. Off Dungeness, Sergeant Draper subsided 
ungracefully into the Channel. 

In November, the Squadron provided a considerable con-
tingent for the Middlesex Yeomanry Lafone Day Parade. In-
deed, the profusion of red berets was most noticeable. 

Christmas festivities were enjoyed in our own club and also 
at the Middlesex Yeomanry annual dance and prizegivdng. 
Here 305 were presented with the Inter-Squadron Sten Com-
petition Cup, and the O.C., Major S. E. E. Crowe, received 
the individual revolver competition Rose Bowl. S.S.M. Judd, 
after many years trying, " out-fiddled " the rest of the Squadron 
in the hotly-contested competition for the most number of 
jumps in the year and duly won the cup. Incidentally, other 
shooting successes during the year included prizes to Captain 
Holdaway and S.S.M. Judd as second in the Minor Units 
L . M . G . Competition at the Rifle Brigade Meeting. Signalman 
Tarver won the young soldier's prize at the Eastern Command 
Signals Rifle Meeting and the " old men of the u n i t " won 
the Falling Plate Competition at the same meeting. Finally, 
Captain Last, the P.S.O., came second in the Permanent Staff 
Competition. 

In January, undeterred by the appalling weather, we pro-
vided the largest parade yet known for the Administrative 
Inspection by Brigadier A. J. Deane-Drummond, D.S.O., M.C., 
thus illustrating the keenness and spirit in the Squadron. 

One of the highlights since camp has been a week-end in 
Snowdonia during the worst of the January weather. 

Some of the Squadron had already used crampons and ice 
axes, but for most of us this was a new adventure—especially 
as thick snow and a blizzard at night threatened to cut us off 
from coming back to London on the Sunday. 

With mounting anticipation, we are now looking forward 
to camp, 1963—in Cyprus. 

W E N S L E Y D A L E C A D E T SQVADItOIV, 
R O Y A L SIGIVALS 

Affiliated to nth Signal Regiment (Depot) 

T h e first public appearance of the Drums and Bugles of this 
Cadet Unit, which is affiliated to the Depot of the Royal Corps 
of Signals, made an impact upon spectators at the Annual 
Speech Day of Wensleydale County School, Leyburn, Yorks. 

After highly professional coaching by Lance-Corporals D. 
Daniels and M. Weston of the Corps Staff Band, the Corps 
of Drums reached a high enough standard to beat the Retreat 
on this occasion, when parents and visitors to the school 
formed a critical but appreciative audience. 

T h e School Cadet Unit, formed from boys living in a wide 
area of North Yorkshire, leans heavily upon the kindness of 
Lieutenant-Colonel S. W. Brackenbury, M.B.E., who provides 
training facilities and co-operation in the fullest sense, and of 
the Director of Music, Captain C. H. Pike. 

T h e pool of instruments—begged, borrowed (no success, yet, 
with steaUng)—started with a collection of broken parts and, 
after repairs and replacements to this, the first note was 
sounded in the autumn of 1962. 

Cadet Drum Major Kevin Weatherald parades the Corps of Drums 
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3 Divisional 

Regiment 

Reunion Club 

it 

ANNUAL REUNION 
1963 

iiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiimii 

T h e twelfth annual reunion of the Reunion Club was 
acclaimed by all present one of the most successful ever. Over 
70 members foregathered at the Victory Ex-Services' Club, 
Seymour Street, W.C.2, on the evening of Saturday, i6th March, 
and from the word " go " the evening went with a bang. 

As usual, the A .G.M. preceded dinner and this year the 
agenda included several items of rather special interest. Follow-
ing brief reports by the Secretary (Mr. E. E. Bayley) and acting 
Treasurer (Major K . N. Smart), the Chairman (Mr. C. Stagg) 
explained that Mr. V. J. Kontzle, the Club's very excellent 
treasurer for the past eight years, had found it necessary to 
resign during the year and Major " K e n " Smartt had very 
kindly stepped into the breach, pending the appointment of a 
successor. On a show of hands, Major Smartt was unanimously 
elected the new treasurer. 

A report by the Chairman on progress made to date in respect 
of the proposed pilgrimage to Normandy to mark the 20th 
anniversary of D-Day had been circulated immediately prior 
to the meeting and, after much discussion, it was agreed that 
the committee should proceed to circularise all members with 
a view to obtaining names of those definitely wishing to make 
the pilgrimage. A show of hands indicated that the number 
might be larger than was at first anticipated. The Chairman 
explained that the French Local Authorities in 3rd Division's 
area of the bridgehead and also the 3rd Division ex-Officers' 
Association were planning ceremonies of remembrance on quite 
a large scale and it was hoped that more details of the programme 
would be available in time for inclusion in the circular letter 
to members. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Baynes suggested that it was time a re-
union was again held at Bulfqrd and, on behalf of the Regiment, 
warmly welcomed the Club Committee to get together with the 
Regiment and make the necessary arrangements. All agreed 
that this very kind invitation should be followed up when the 
decision regarding the Normandy pilgrimage was finalised. 

Serious business over, the Club's President, Major-General 
R. F. B. Naylor, C.B., C.B.E., D.s.o., M.C., presided at the excellent 
dinner which followed and, in his toast to " The Regiment Past 
and Present," paid tribute to its wonderful record of service 
from the days of the first world war up to the present time. 
On behalf of the Club, General Naylor presented a tankard, 
suitably inscribed, to Mr. V. J. Kontzle as a token of apprecia-
tion for his services as treasurer for the past eight years. 

In his reply to the President's toast, Lieutenant-Colonel 
B a ^ e s gave a most interesting account of the Regiment's 
activities during the past year; his description of life in a 
Divisional S i s a l s today made clear the great changes which had 
taken place since the days most of those present remembered. 

Dinner over, the company gathered round the bar and, as 
the evening wore on, memories of times good and bad, from 
Dunkirk to D-Day, became ever more vivid until, all too soon, 
II o'clock came and another reunion was over. 

It is indeed gratifying to the committee to find members 
travelling to London year after year from literally all parts of 
England, Scotland and Wales to attend these reunions; by no 
means do the same members attend each year—some come 

every other year, others every third year and so on. This year 
the company included the following, a good number of whom 
it was indeed good to see again after being unable to attend 
for several y e a r s : — 

Messrs. J. Andrews, J. R. Atterton, S. Arnold, Major E. W. 
Barrett, Lieutenant-Colonel T . W. Baynes, Messrs. E. E. Bayley, 
J. T . Bevans, J. H. Bramley, F. Brooks, S. J. Brandon, J. H. 
Castle, W. M. Cotterell, S. Currey, J. F . Charlesworth, T . W. 
Dean, R. F. Diment, S. M. Downer, W. T . Edwards, Captain 
J. Fender, Messrs. J. S. S. Gorman, W. Hawthorn, P. R. 
Hoskins, A. Hughes, D. G . Halse, W. H. Holden, Captain (Q.M.) 
J. V. Harding, Mr. R. Ivison, Major J. G . Jarvis, R.A.P.C., 
Lieutenant P. Jones, Messrs. J. Jenner, F. A. Jones, G . R. Price, 
H. Kelly, V. J. Kontzle, P. E. Knight, W.O.II (R.Q.M.S.) F. 
Kirk, Messrs. P. H. Legg, E. A. MacBay, L . F . Martin, A. R. 
Mills, P. Munchin, W. J. Morris, Major-General R. F . B. 
Naylor, Messrs. E. R. Nanney-Wynn, H. S. Nokes, S. G. H. 
O'Dell, L . H. Overington, T . Pakeman, W. H. Palmer, C. 
Parkin, R. Pearce, S. A. W. Philcox, Captain D. J. Roberts, 
Rev. W. B. Rowett, Messrs. N. C. Rumney, K . N. Smartt, G . 
Simkins, A. J. Simkins, R. Solly, A. W. Spratley, W.O.I (R.S.M.) 
G . Scofield, Messrs. C. Stagg, G. E. Styrin, H. F. Timms, W. 
J. Webb, A. B. Wheeler, A. J. Tilley, T . E. Williams, F . C. G. 
Wright, W. Yates. 

NOTE:-—-Any old member of the Regiment interested in the 
June, 1964, Normandy pilgrimage and not on the Club's present 
mailing list should get in touch with: C. Stagg, Esq., 
" Martinsell," Garth Qose, Farnham, Surrey. Tel. No. 
Famham 3127. 

Association Notes 
B R A N C H I t K P R E S E N T A T I V E S M E E T 

The 17th annual meeting of the representatives of the 
Branches of the Royal Signals Association was held at the Duke 
of York's Headquarters on 20th April, 1963, presided over by 
the Chairman, Major-General L . de M. Thuillier, C.B., O.B.E. 
Forty-four representatives from all parts of the country were 
present. The highlight of the meeting was the address by the 
Signal Officer-in-Chief, Major-General F. J. Swainson, O.B.E. 
A full account of the meeting will be given in the June issue of 
THE WIRE. 

Attkiio w l e d l|||<!iii«nt»i 

It is regretted that pressure of work prevents the usual list 
of kind donors to the charitable fund of the Association 
which was last published in April. T h e list for March and 
April will be published in the June number. 
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Welfare Section 
Below, an attempt is made to describe, viith suitable 
anonymity, lour cases taken from the Welfare files 

concluded during the first week in Apnl. 

WIDOW OF SIGNALMAN who served in the Cavahy of the Line 1938-
42, Royal Signals 1942-46, killed in road accident 1960. T h e widow 
looks after her two children and her invalid mother. The Association 
made a grant to provide the family with beddinj? replacements. 

D R I V E R , 1940-46—P.O.W. in Germany 1941-45. Has not worked for a 
year, owing to severe illness. A grant was made to help him and his 
wife and four small children, and clothing parcels have also been sent. 

SERGEANT, 1937-46.—Since his wife 's death, he has struggled hard to 
bring u p his three children and keep the home together. Has been 
unable to work for more than a year, and the Association has now 
helped him with a substantial grant to fit h im and the children out with 
much needed clothing. 

SIGNALMAN, 1939-46.—P.O.W. Germany 1940-45. A widower, he has 
been unable to work for 11 years owing to T .B . On his discharge f rom 
a recent period in hospital, the Association helped him with a grant for 
essential clothing needs. 

Mullard Equipment Ltd., Manor Royal, Crawley, Sussex 
A vacan^ has arisen in the above firm for an individual to 

be responsible for the running of a newly-formed user trials 
team for testing out such items as military-type radio equip-
ment under field conditions. This should be suitable for an ex-
T . O . T . or Foreman-of-Signals, particularly one who has a 
practical radio background. A laiowledge of user trials pro-
cedure would be most useful in addition. Salary would be 
in the order of £i,ioo-jC 1,200 p.a. 

Applications should be made through Association H.Q. to 
the Personnel Department of the above-mentioned firm. The 
firm also has a certain number of other vacancies that might be 
suitable for experienced ex-Royal Signals tradesmen, who 
should apply as above, stating their experience and qualifications. 

Shrewsbury Branch 
That this Branch of the Association is very much alive is 

shown by the following letter from Major T. L. Harries, who 
is the President of the Branch. 

Clothing 

Gifts of clothing, toys and books have been most gratefully 
received from the following since the beginning of January, 
1963: 

Mrs. P. S. Logan, Lt.-Col. J. H. Mansfield, T.D., Mr. and 
Mrs. L . E. Terry, The Executors of the late Captain D. G. 
Wright, Lieutenant (T.O.T.) C . J. Bayfield, Captain S. A. 
Bygrave, Miss M. G. Hoysted, Mrs. V. Gravely, No. 2 Squad-
ron, 13th Signal Regiment, Corporal R. C. Langdon, Lieutenant-
Colonel C. E. Page, M.B.E., Brigadier D. St. J. Hoysted, C.B.E., 
and Mrs. Hoysted, Miss R. Hoysted, Mr. and Mrs. J. Findlay, 
Mrs. S. Trow, Mrs. J. Rocke, S.S.M. Garland, Major-General 
R. J. Moberly, C.B., O.B.E., and Mrs. Moberly, Major E. F. 
Prockter, Mrs. C. H. Caulfield, Lieutenant-Colonel F. G. G. 
Davey, " B " Troop, 226 Signal Squadron, Royal Signals Associa-
tion, Newcastle-upon-Tyne Branch, Sergeant and Mrs. B. Law, 
A. W. Smith, Esq., Brigadier A. B. McVittie, O.B.E. 

Careers and Opportunities 
The appointments listed below form a very small 
fraction of all the introductions to " Jobs " which 
are available. Always, prospective employers want 
more candidates than the Association can offer. 

Ex-Officers, Royal Signals 
Experienced officers, ex-Royal Signals, are required in the 

T.A. to fill vacancies for Captain and Subalterns. Require-
ments are physical fitness and resident within 30 miles of 
Chiswick, as well as knowledeg of Royal Signals working. 
Applicants please apply to Officer Commanding, 316 Signal 
Squadron, T.A., T .A . Centre, Stamford Brook Avenue, London, 
W.6. Drill nights are held on Tuesdays and Thursdays, should 
applicants wish to call personally. Telephone number is RlVer-
side 8944. 

Vacancies for Officers in the Territorial Army on Consolidated 
Rates of Pay. Vacancies exist now for a Permanent Staff Officer 
in 319 (Guards Brigade) Squadron (T.A.) at Rugby, and for a 
Permanent Staff Officer, W.R.A.C., in 48 (S.M.) Regiment 
(T.A.) at Birmingham. 

Other vacancies for Permanent Staff Officers are likely to 
occur soon at Prescot (Lanes.), Liverpool, Birmingham, New-
port (Mon.), Cardiff and Swansea. 

Applications for these posts are invited from retired officers 
and Warrant Officers, regular or T.A. 

Conditions of service are as laid dovra in T .A. Regs. Appx. 
X X n . Upper age limit, on application, is 53 years. Appoint-
ments will be for three years, initially. Salary will commence 
at £970 for male officers, £782 for W.R.A.C. officers, with 
increments for service in the past. 

Applications should be addressed to: Chief Signal Officer, 
H.Q., Western Command, Chester. 

Grand National Sweepstake 1963 
It is with very great pleasure that I forward a cheque for 

£25, as a result of the Sweep organised by this Branch. 
This is short of our target due to there being more runners 

this year; and of course the ever-rising costs of printing, etc. 
When the idea of a swe^stake was first originated, we were 

warned of the hard work involved; yet, without any exaggera-
tion, a great amount of pleasure and excitement has been 
obtained, and it does one good to see faces light up when a 
name on a counterfoil has been recognised. 

The work apart, I am sure you will agree with me that 
without the generosity of Royal Signals, both Civilian and 
Military (shades of India) and our many friends, our Annual 
Sweepstake would not be such a success. 

Colonel Starr, D.s.o., Chief Signal Officer, Western Com-
mand, and Alderman Huckfield made the draw, and we are 
indebted to them both; the C.S.O. having made a special 
journey to be with us, and the Alderman from a sick bed. 

Finally, sir, may I say how much we appreciate the co-
operation of your staff, the secretaries of the many Branches 
who support us, and the Warrant Officers who in turn do their 
s.tufr. 

Side 

ROYAL SIGNALS BAND 
GRAMOPHONE RECORD 

1 is devoted to music for Ceremonial 
Parades. 

Side 2 contains music for guest nights and 
other occasions. 

This record is what everyone has been asking 
for for so long. 

The coloured sleeve in which the record is 
packed has photographs of the Band and a 

full description of the music. 

It is available, cash with order, from Royal 
Signals Association : 

Price — by post 30/-
counter sale ... 27/-

The pictures of the Band on page 178 are those 
which adorn the coloured sleeve. The record 
was made under the baton of the late Director 

of Music. 
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Conductor 
Lieutenant-Colonel John L. JUDD, M.B.E,, F.T.C.L., L.R.A.M,, A.R.C.M. 
Who was Director of Music at the time the gramophone record was made and these 

pictures were taken 
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U N B E A T A B L E V A L U E — A T H O M E A N D A B R O A D 

H I L L M A N M I N X 
4 - D O O R 

U X E S A L O O N 

Look what the finest family car in its class has to offer: * Superb performance from a large '1600' engine developing 56-5 b.h.p. 
•Specially strengthened front-end for greater stability. * Powerful, hydraulic brakes witli 121 square inches braking area. 
* Silent hypoid rear axle and 13i cu. f t . luggage space. 
With this goes fully-proven Hillman reliability, high quality finish and elegance. At the price, there's nothing to match the 
Hillman Minx De Luxe Saloon anywhere. 
Do you know that YOU may be a privileged person? Members of Her Majesty's Forces posted overseas are able to purchase 
at generous tax-free rates, which allow up to six months motoring in the United Kingdom. 

ROOTES LTD European Section, Overseas Retail Dept., 
Piccadilly, London W.1. ROOTES AUTOS (Deutchsland) 

G,m.b.H., 
Military Sales Dept., 
Alleestrasse 33, Dusseldorf. 

B Y APPOINTMENT TO HER M A J E S T Y THE QUEEN 

• • > 3 > » » » » » » » » » 3 > » i » » > » » 3 > 3 > 5 > > 3 > » » » n 
A ^ 

H . J . OFF PARADE 
Tradition in the modern manner 

H . J . a re well known to al l r e g i m e n t s as 
m a k e r s of fine Service caps, b u t n o t every-
one m a y know t h a t we also offer a r ange of 
qua l i t y so f t fe l t h a t s . In f ac t , we a re ve ry 
proud of our " s o f t s " , and for m a n y yea r s 
t h e y have been t h e choice of d iscerning 
gen t l emen who l ike to feel as cor rec t ly—yet 
comfor tably—dressed off parade as on. We 
supply h a t s t o su i t every occasion and 
t a s t e . Why n o t call and see t h e fu l l r ange? 
Or wr i te for an i l l u s t r a t ed b rochure . 

• > • » » » • > » » • » > • > » • » » » » » > • » » > • > • 

( B O N D STREET) L T D . 

Civil and Military Hatters 

40a LONDON RD. , CAMBERLEY {Wednesday afternoons only) 

38 N E W B O N D ST., L O N D O N , W . I . TEL: MAYfa i r 0784 
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By A p p o i n t m e n t 
T o H e r Majesty 

The Queen 
KIDMT CIOIRM-̂UTFITIO JNDL,TT7TA,L(̂» Official Tailors 

By A p p o i n t m e n t ' 
H . M . Q u e e n El izabeth 

T h e Q u e e n M o t h e r 

to 

Royal Corps of Signals 

Bernard ̂ WeatheriUTxd) 
CivU, Military and Sporting Tailors — Breeches Experts 

55 C O N D U I T S T R E E T , L O N D O N W 1 and 47 H I G H S T R E E T , A L D E R S H O T , H A N T S . 

Vacancies 
in the 

Composite Signals Organisation 

A number of vacancies, offering 
good career prospects, exist for:-

RADIO OPERATORS (Male) 

Write, giving details of Education, 
Qualifications and Experience to: 

Recruitment Officer (CSO'6) 
Government Communications Head-
quarters, 

' A ' Block, Priors Road, Cheltenham, 

Gloucestershire 

Phone 
DAY 

3369 

Phone 
NIGHT 

2070 
Sales and Service 

WEST END GARAGE 
2 1 - 2 3 VICTORIA ROAD 

RICHMOND 

YORKSHIRE 

24 Hour Break-down Service 

AH Types of Cars Serviced and 

Overhauled 

Coach \Nork and Respraying 

Estimates given Free 

B.M.C. AUSTIN R.A.C. 
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BATES 
Hatter & Military Cap Manufacturer 

21a JERMYN STREET, LONDOIV, S.W.1 
Tel. REGent 2722 One minute from Piccadilly Circus 

Specialists in Regimental Caps for 

R O Y A L S I G N A L S 
and to many other Corps and Regiments 

'Bates" lightweight Ichaki S.D. Cap is made to one 
finest quality only, and at a most reasonable price. 

We have no second quality cap. 

RACAL C O M M U N I C A T I O N S 

offer a career in telecommunications and specialised 
electronics to suitable tradesmen of Royal Signals who 
are considering their future after Army service. 

Vacancies exist for : 

Wiremen 

Instrument Makers 

Electronic Testers 

Installation Technicians 

Send full personal details, including training and 
experience, to : 

The Personnel Manager 

RACAL ELECTRONICS LIMITED 
Bracknell, Berkshire, England 

* * * 

Good pay and prospects 

* * * 

Assistance with housing 
for certain grades 

* * * 

Contributory 
superannuation scheme 

* * * 



June 1963 

Over a Century of Service 

1853-1963 
IN PRINT 
Like the Services, we also have a long tradition to 

uphold, at the same time, again like the Services, 

taking advantage of scientific progress in this age 

of mechanisation; yet maintaining, through a 

special department, a personal and helpful link 

with Service Editors, whom we are ever willing to 

advise and assist in the production of their journals. 

F.J.PARSONS LTD 
Lennox House, Norfolk Street, W.C.2 • Temple Bar 6591 

Works: Observer Buildings, Hastings • Hastings 1157 

P E R C I V A L C O A C H E S 
Jor P R I V A T E H I R E 

Luxury Saloon Coaches 

Available for Military 

units at short notice 

TELEPHONE: RICHMOND 2348 

Percival Brothers (Coaches) Ltd 
53, M A R K E T P L A C E , R I C H M O N D , Y O R K S . 

R E G U L A T I O N P A T T E R N 

R O Y A L S I G N A L S 
S T A B L E BELTS 
L i g h t B l u e / N a v y / G r a e n , r a t i o 3 : 1 : 3 t w o l e a t h e r s t raps , t w o 
buck les . 

H o m e — 10/- each plus lOd. post 
Abroad—9/- each plus lOd. post 

W a l l Shields 7" x 6" Royal Signals 
Blazer Badges " Superior " 
" Q u a l i t y " Car Badges 
Silk Ties Royal Signals 
Pace Sticks 
Sergeants full size Regimental Walk ing 
Canes, Malacca, Ball, Pear or Thimble Cap, 
Crested 

Export 

30/-
42/. 
38/. 
15/. 

109/6 

51/6 
41/6 

Flashes embroidered to special designs. 

Ties made specially to any design. 

Miniature Medals 

ERNEST GOODRICH 
Specialist in the supply of Military Requisites 

E V E S H A M H O U S E , C O M M O N R O A D . 
C L A Y G A T E , SURREY 

Telephone : ESHER 3705 

Produced f o r t h e Publ ishers, T H E S IGNALS A S S O C I A T I O N OF T H E R O Y A L CORPS OF S IGNALS , C h e l t e n h a m Te r race , Chelsea, L o n d o n , S .W.3 
( T e l e p h o n e SLOane 3477) by C O M B I N E D SERVICE P U B L I C A T I O N S , L T D . , 67/68 J e r m y n S t ree t , St. James's, L o n d o n , S . W . I 

P r i n t e d In Grea t B r i t a i n by F. J. PARSONS, LTD . , L e n n o x House, N o r f o l k S t ree t , London , W . C . 2 , and " O b s e r v e r " Bui ld ings, Hast ings. A d v e r t i s e m e n t Managers 
SERVICE NEWSPAPERS, L T D . , 67/68 Je rmyn S t r e e t , St. James's, London , S . W . I (Te lephone : W h i t e h a l l 2504) 



J i - J 
ARMIES NOW USE THE 

MILITARY MANPACK SET 

"LT 
S L o 

The HF156 manpack transmitter/receiver is a tough reliable portable set selected 
by the British Army for active service in all climates. It's robust, fully sealed 
and entirely self-contained. 

Six crystal controlled channels, extreme simplicity of operation and exceptional 
range on voice and C W are some of the many features proved in 
world-wide active service by fourteen armies. 

BRITISH COMMUNICATIONS CORPORATION LTD NEASDEN LONDON NW10 Tel: DOLIIs HHI 8511 Cables: Britcom London 

BRITISH [OMMUNICATIONi [OUPOH ATION LIMITED 



Quiz: What's the Triumph Herald 1200 
got that you want? 

Zippy, economical 1147 cc engine 
Independent suspension all round 
25-ft turning circle 
Sports car engineering 
72 driving-seat positions 
93 % all-round visibility 
Rigid steel-girder chassis 
World-wide service 
Beautiful Italian lines 
Choice: coupe, convertible, 
saloon or estate 

HOW TO RATE YOUR SCORE If 
you ticked all 10, go straight out and 
buy a Herald. You deserve one. 5-9: 
you're well on the way. Test-drive a 
Herald and get 10 out of 10.1-4: only 
fair. Have a word with your Standard-
Triumph dealer. 0: buy something 
else. The Herald's too good for you! 
Still save money Generous tax conces-
sions are still available. Visit your 

Standard-Triumph dealer and have a 
trial drive in a Herald. Or, if you're 
feeling in an even more sporting mood, 
try the Triumph TR4 {2138 cc, 110 mph, 
saloon car comforts) or its smaller 
brother, the Triumph Spitfire 4. 
See your Standard-Triumph dealer 
today Or write for details to Standard-
Triumph Sales Ltd., Export Sales 
(European Div.), Coventry, England. 

^BEEgg 
A member of the Leylaml Motor Corporation 
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T H E W I R E 

T H i; R O Y A L S I G N A I. S 
M A G A Z I N E 

The 0£6cial Organ of the Signals 
Association 

Editor: 

I IR IGAD IER P . M . P . HOBSOBI, 
O.S.O. 

Assistant Editor: 

i l l l l G A D I E R II . R . F I R T H 

All correspondence and matter jar 
publication for THE WIRE, should be 
addressed to THE WIRE, Royal Signals 
Association, Cheltenham Terrace, Chelsea, 

London, S.W.3. 

M A T T E R FOR P U B L I C A T I O N 
M U S T BE RECEIVED BY T H E 
12th OF T H E M O N T H PRECED-
ING P U B L I C A T I O N . 

Remittances should be made payable 
10: Royal Signals Association. Sub-
fcription rates {post free, except air 
•nait): Twelve months, 15/-; single 
month, 1/3. 

iS-

(^ditoriai 

L e t us salute, this month, the young entry into the Corps. 

W e are, indeed, fortunate to receive into our ranks such a high proportion 

of specially trained youth f r o m various A r m y Schools and Establishments. 

Consider the fol lowing. F r o m D e n b u r y , in South D e v o n , come Junior Leaders 

trained in our own Junior L e a d e r s R e g i m e n t — a Regiment that goes f rom 

strength to strength. F r o m Harrogate w e are now privileged to receive the 

entire output of that fine A r m y Apprent ice School. F r o m T o n f a n a u , on the 

coast of Wales , come more Junior Leaders f r o m the Royal Signals C o m p a n y 

of the A l l A r m s Junior Leaders Regiment of high repute. 

Final ly, f rom T r o o n and R h y l , w e are happy to receive small, but very 

welcome, intakes f rom the recently-formed Junior T r a d e s m e n ' s Regiment. 

W h a t a splendid intake of youth to lay the sure foundations of the new 

Regular Corps. 

Apprentices, Junior Leaders , Junior T r a d e s m e n — c a l l them w h a t you 

wi l l—they wil l still be referred to b y many as " Boys " — n o w a very out of 

date term. Out of date, maybe , but what a reputation lies behind the term 

" R o y a l Signals Boys . " T h e i r record and spirit was, and still is, second to 

none. But happily the tradition goes on, for the " B o y s " of today are proving 

everywhere that they are indeed worthy successors of the original R o y a l 

Signals Boys. 

W e are pleased and proud to have them in our midst. M a y they 

prosper in the Corps of their choice. 

W e salute them. 

Message from Her Royal Highness 
The Colonel-in-Chief 

A telegram of good wishes was sent to the Colonel- in-Chief for her birth-

day on 25th Apri l and the fol lowing message has been received f r o m H e r 

Royal Highness: 

26th Apri l , 1963. St. James's Palace, 

S . W . I . 

J U N E 

Vol . 17 (New Series) No. « 

T h e message of loyal and affectionate greetings f rom A l l Ranks of 

my Royal Corps of Signals, on the occasion of m y birthday has given me 

great pleasure. 

I send you all my best wishes and thank you for your kind thought. 

JVIARY, 

Colonel-in-Chief. 
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Second of a Series 

Direct to You! 
FROM: THE OFFICER i/c RECORDS 

THE INSPECTOR OF TRADE TRAINING 
Editor's Note: This is the second article in a series produced by the Officer-in-Charge 
Records and the Inspector of Trade Training in collaboration and is written D IRECT 

T O Y O U . 
These articles are planned to help you advance yourself both in rank and trade training. 

I A S T month, the first time these notes were published, 
' we started with what we hope was helpful informa-

lion and advice. With the articles we intend to produce 
I'lich month, we trust that you will soon begin to " g e t 
with i t " in your knowledge of trade training and careers. 
I lowever, if you still feel out of touch and if there are 
iiiiy particular subjects with which you would especially 
lil^c us to deal in these notes, then write to the Inspector 
of Trade Training (c/o H.Q. Training Brigade, Catterick 
C.amp), and let him know. He will not be able to answer 
intiividual letters but any worthwhile suggestions about 
ilic.sc articles will be taken up and you may find your 
suggestion in print! Of course, you should only deal with 
Kcncral subjects which apply to other people as well. 
Individual problems cannot, of course, be answered and 
lire likely to be more profitably dealt with by your Unit 
ollicers. 

Do you want Upgrading? 
r p o help you, if you are looking for that upgrading 

' course you have wanted for so long, we intend to 
publish in these notes each month the planned dates of 
Courses due to start six months ahead in the Training 
Hrigade. T h i s time, here are the dates of courses due to 
Hliirt in November and December this year : — 

Clerk T e c h . Class I I I to I I 
Serial No. 4 starting 5 th November, 1963. 

T g . T e c h . Class II to I 
Serial No. 13 starting 19th November, 1963. 

Driver, Royal Signals, II to I 
Serial No. 4 starting 19th November , 1963. 

Next month's issue will contain the list of courses due to 
start in January, 1964. 

(Please N o t e : T h e s e dates are accurate at the time of 
Koing to Press. T h e Author (and Editor) cannot, however, 
guarantee that alterations may not be made later. T h e s e 
iliites are published here as a guide; you should check 
with your unit for the most up-to-date information on 
iliites of courses). 

W e strongly advise all you potential upgraders coming 
10 the Training Brigade for a course to arrange to do as 
much revision work as possible before you come, to en-
sure that you are completely up to the standard of your 
present trade rating. If you have been away from your 
I radc for some time and want to be nominated for a course, 
you should see your troop officer about getting back to 
work on your trade to refresh your knowledge and your 
skills, before leaving for Caterick. Even now, about two 
men out of every ten attending an upgrading course in 
Catterick, fail the course, and this is normally due to them 
starting the course well below the standard of their present 

trade rating. T h e main cause of failures on upgrading 
courses in the past has been: 

a. for Technicians, L ine \ lack of knowledge of 
trades and E D / principles (theory) 

. _ the 
b. for Operating Trades 

poor operatmg at 
^ morse or teleprinter 

skill concerned. J 
Here then, is the pointer for y o u ! T h e r e is no harm in 
" h a v i n g a go," but in fairness to yourself, w h y not try 
to punch up these weak subjects before you come on the 
course. Y o u will find it so much easier if you do, and, 
of course, you will stand a better chance of being selected 
for the course by your Commanding Officer. 

Want to become a Technician? 
T F you are not already a technician but feel you have 

the ability (and the energy) to become one, there is 
always a chance to change trade, and w e can help you to 
do it. Firstly, you will need a recommendation from your 
Commanding Officer. In order to show that you do have 
the necessary ability to learn, you would be well advised 
to get yourself the best possible educational qualifications. 
Preferably these should be A.C.E. i in Mathematics and 
Physics (E. & M.) or alternatively. City and Guilds of 
London Institute ist Y e a r Certificate of the T e l e c o m -
munications Technicians Certificate. If you can do this, 
you will stand a good chance of being selected for technician 
training, by the Senior Personnel Selection Officer, to whom 
your application will go. If you are selected, you will be 
put on to a Class I I I Technicians Course at Catterick, or, if 
you happen to be in F A R E L F , possibly at 263 Signal 
Squadron (Training). 

W e are not suggesting that this is easy; in fact the going 
may be tough, but if you are keen and prepared to work, 
you can succeed. T h e opportunity is there for the t a k i n g — 
w h y not grab at it? A case recently came to our notice 
of an N . C . O . selected to attend a Foreman of Signals 
Course at the School of Signals. H e had originally started 
in the Corps as a Lineman Class I I I about 10 years ago. 
Later, he was able to qualify as a technician, and now 
he has the chance of becoming a Foreman. 

H o w about you; could you make it? 

Remember! 
A L L Class I I I and Class II tradesmen have to be 

-^^retested every three years if they have not been up-
graded in the meantime. T h i s is one of the regulations 
laid down in Corps M e m o N o . 21 (paras. 39 and 40). If 
you have got to be retested, w h y not make it a worthwhile 
test and aim to get yourself upgraded at the same time (or 
even before). Remember, Class I tradesmen are exempt 
from the need to reclassify every three years. 
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[ U.S. Army Photograph 

Saved from hanging, the S.O.-in-C. is presented by Mrs. Landin 
wi th the t i t le deeds to one square foot of Tombstone, 

Arizona 

THE SIGNAL OFFICER-IN-CHIEF VISITS U.S.A. 
General Swainson tours U.S. Establishments and is nearly "hung" by wild west desperadoes 

a lead-in to the Sigml Officer-in-Chief's Tour a description of the Royal Signals Staff 
in the U.S.A. and their activities follows:— 

r p H E British Army Staff (Washington) is designed to provide 
JL liaison and standardisation representation to work with 

the U.S. Army. 
There is a G.S .O. i (Signals) in Washington and there are at 

present two other Royal Signals Officers. One is based in the 
Chief Signal Officer's office and covers, in addition to this 
office, Electronics Command, the Laboratories and the School 
at Fort Monmouth, and the Test Board at Fort Bragg. The 
other is at Fort Huachuca in Arizona, 2,400 miles away, and 
covers the Electronics Proving Ground and the many other 
activities there. We also have a Royal Signals officer in a 
" straight" staff appointment in the Washington Standardisation 
Officer's office. 

In addition to these we have two officers involved in the joint 
communications matters of the B.J.C.E.B. (Washington) which 
reports to the Ministry of Defence in London, and one Sergeant 
in the, largely civilian. Joint Communications Centre. 

Signal Officor-i i i -CIuef 's Vis i t 
In order to see the newly organised U.S. Army and his 

representatives in the United States, the S.O.-in-C. carried 
out a tour between 12th and 22nd March, before attending the 
6th A B C A Signals Conference in Washington during the week 
25th to 29th March. Mrs. Swainson accompanied him for 
the greater part of his tour. 

Arriving in N e w York by air on 12th March they were met 
by Lieutenant-Colonel John L Whisler, U.S. Signal Corps, 
who acted as escort officer throughout the tour, and G.S .O. i 
(Signals), B.A.S.(W), Colonel M . D . Price, and went by road 
to Fort Monmouth. T h e next day the S.O.-in-C. met an old 
friend in General Stuart F. Hoff, who commands Electronics 
Command, and made an intensive tour of the R. & D . 
Laboratories. 

On 14th March the morning was spent in the Signal School 
with briefings and questions on officer and other-rank specialist 
training, and visits to the considerable instructional T V set-up 
and the lavish Training Aids Department. During the afternoon 
the party went by car to Washington. 

T h e 15th was spent in Washington with the Chief Signal 
Officer, Major-General Earle F. Cook, H.Q. Security Agency, 
and the communicators of the British Ministry of Defence, 
Army, Navy and Air Force Staffs, including a visit to the 
Joint Communications Centre. 

Saturday was free, except for an evening engagement. On 
the Sunday, accompanied this time by Mrs. Price, the party 
flew across to Fort Huachuca, in the Continent's bottom left-
hand corner. 

A n intensive two days followed, with briefings and visits to 
the C .D. Agency, the R. & D . Agency and the Proving Ground. 
Much of interest in the fields of A.D.P.S., Environment Testing 
and Random Access Discrete Address Systems were discussed. 
O n the Tuesday evening the party was given a dinner in the 
" wild w e s t " tovm of Tombstone which was rudely interrupted 

by the Ghosts of Tombstone who had ropes around the necks 
of both the S.O.-in-C. and Colonel Price before the Sheriff inter-
vened. The S.O.-in-C. was then sworn in as a Deputy Marshall 
after demonstrating his ability at a fast draw. Her friends will be 
glad to know that Mrs. Edna Landin was at the top of her 
form and that, as she is about to do a cruise, there may be a 
successor to her story about St. Paul's Cathedral. 

On 20th March the ladies returned to Washin^on and the 
S.O.-in-C., with his escorts, went by civil and military air to 
Fort Bragg. It was during this leg that the only error crept in 
to the compUcated movement programme when a civil aircraft 
went off the road and an unexpected two-hour delay occurred 
at Atlanta. However, this, the only, opportunity was seized by 
the British to get their hair cut (at 10 p.m.), the S.O.-in-C. was 
able to ring a friend in California (which had until then been 
frustrated by his programme plus the time differential) and 
John Whisler had a good deal more than three minutes tele-
phoning with his mother-in-law who lived locally. 

T h e last leg of the journey to Fort Bragg was an hour's run 
in a Signal Corps jet turbine " Iroquois " helicopter which was 
also extensively used on the following day. T h e British were 
green-eyed over this magnificent machine. T o bed at 2 a.m. 
and an interview with the Commander X V I I I A.B. Corps at 
8 a.m. made this a short night. The 21st was spent with X V I I I 
A.B. Corps and 82nd A.B. Division Signals and included a call 
on the Divisional Commander who made the S.O.-in-C. an 
honorary member of the " Eighty t o o t h o n l y a high wind 
prevented a suggestion that he should jump. T h e atmosphere 
of energy, enthusiasm, smartness and competence of th,ese 
stategic reserve units was most refreshing. 

As the British Army has so much in common vidth the U.S . 
Marine Corps it was felt that the S.O.-in-C. should visit them; 
so on the last morning of his tour he flew in Army L23 aircraft 
to Quantico where, after lunch with Lieutenant-General 
Snedeker and an honour guard, he received a short briefing 
on the U.S. Marine Corps School and Development Centre 
before returning to Washington. 

Almost 6,000 miles were covered in 10 days with only one 
day off and only one night without a social engagement. In 
spite of this, after briefing on the Saturday morning for the 
Conference starting on Monday, the Swainson's took off to 
" do " New York over the week-end. 

During the following week of the Conference, which took 
all of each day, every night was booked, but in spite of this 
the S.O.-in-C. found time to visit Mrs. Li ly Curtis who, after 
nine years as secretary to G.S .O. i ( S i s a l s ) , has been extremely 
ill for some months. Let us hope his visit helped speed her 
recovery. 

T h e General's energy seemed to be inexhaustible, but all in 
the States, panting slightly, hope that he enjoyed his visit and 
got from it what he wanted. He certainly made a great impres-
sion wherever he went and some most valuable friendships; 
all of which will be of great help to his permanent representa-
tives in the United States in the future. 
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THE ASSOCIATION OF SERVICE NEWSPAPERS ADVERTISEMENT PAGES, 
< 7 / t 8 ]ERMYN STREET. ST. JAMES'S, S . W . I . TEL. V/HITEHALL 2504 

THE FINEST S C O T C H WHEREVER YOU ARE 

O n e g l a s s a n d y o u r f r i e n d s w i l l a g r e e t h a t y o u r s 5 

i s t h e finest S c o t c h i n t h e w o r l d . D o n ' t d i s a p p o i n t S 

5 t h e m . P l a c e a n o r d e r f o r m o r e t o d a y . 5 

i QUEEN ANNE i 
» ^ rare scotch whisky | 
THE FINEST SCOTCH WHEREVER YOU ARE • THE FINEST SCOTCH WHEREVER YOU ARE 

MORE MHIGKS 
BCnERVAUIE 

B R I T I S H M A D E B Y B R Y A N T A M A Y 

dV3S3 

W h i c h e v e r way 
you look at it, 
IMescafe is 
the b e s t cof fee 

^f' NESCAFE is a registered trade mark to designate Nestli's Instant coffee. 
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T H E A S S O C I A T I O N O F SERVICE NEWSPAPERS ADVERTISEMENT PAGES, 
6 7 / t 8 JERMYN STREET, ST. JAMES'S, S .V / . 1 . TEL. W H I T E H A L L 2504 

The good listener 

My friend Mary, she's always 
laughing and talking. She's the 
life and soul, keeps us amused 
for hours. I sit here quietly, 
enjoy the jokes, enjoy the beer. 
That's what I like about our 
local, you can enjoy yourself 
just the way you want to. 

When you want to enjoy 
yourself— 

BEER, IT'S LOVELY! 

ISSUED BY 
THE B R E W E R S ' S O C I E T Y , 2 0 UPPER BROOK ST., LOKDOH, W . l 

SUPPLEMENT No. 2 -PAGE FOUR Printed in Great Britain 



tAtndon Gazette 
Extracts jrom those received between 2nd and 19th April, 1963. 

l U i G U L A R A R M Y 
Captain (T .O.T. ) W. Ellis to be Major (T .O.T. ) 5th AprU, 1963. 
Captain M. J . Wilton-Steer to be Major , 7th April, 1963. 
Major (Tfc. 0£fr.) F . Lett in retires 12th April, 1963. 
Captain (Q.M.) B. Sellar to be Major (Q.M.) 17th April, 1963. 
Lieutenant (T .O.T . ) P. J. Mitchell to be Captain (T.O.T. ) , 15th April, 

1963. 
Lieutenant (Q.M.) A. Page to be Captain (Q.M.), 15th April , 1963. 
Captain H . M c I . Paterson to be Major , i6th December, 1962. 

S H O R T SERVICE C O M M I S S I O N S 
W.O.I M . A. Bames-Murphy to be Lieutenant (Q.M.) J5th March . 

ARMY E M E R G E N C Y R E S E R V E 
W.O.I R. N . Stilwell to be Lieutenant (Q.M.), 26th February, 1963. 
W.O. I I P. J . Ma^on to be Lieutenant (T .O.T. ) , 26th February, 1963. 
Captain G. Taylor retires 20th April, 1963. 
Captain G . J. M . Shrive to be Major, 22nd March , 1963. 

T E R R I T O R I A L A R M Y 
Captain J. M . Frewer f rom T.A.R.O. to be Captain, i6th January, 1963. 
Major F . Crosdale retires 13th April, 1963. 
Lieutenant H . M . Jones to be Captain, n t h April, 1963. 
Lieutenant A. Wright to be Captain, i s t Fe b ruan^ 1963. 
Staff Sergeant A. J. Godley to be Lieutenant (T .O.T. ) , 4th February, 

1963. 
Signalman E. K. Kinnear to be Second-Lieutenant, 24th February, 1963. 
Lieutenant C. E . Slater f rom General List to be Lieutenant , lo th 

January, 1963. 
Lieutenant J. E . Cook f rom T .A . National Service List to be Lieutenant , 

27th February, 1963. 
Lieutenant M . E. Williams to be Captain, is t January, 1963. 
Lieutenant G. G . Howard resigns his commission n t h March, 1963. 
Lieutenant M . G . Evans f rom General List to be Lieutenant , 12th 

March, 1963. 

Deaths 
BARON.—On n t h May, 1963, Colonel R. Baron, O.B.E., T.D., D.L. Com-

manded 55th West Lancashire Divisional Signal Regiment and was 
Honorary Colonel. President, Liverpool Branch, Royal Signals Association. 

DUNFORD.—Ex-Sergean t R. J. Dunford died on 19th May. H e served 
Royal Signals 1938-1962 and was a Ufe member of the Royal Signals 
Association joining in November, 1946. H e leaves a widow and two 
children. 

MURPHY.—Of the 22nd Corps Signals, Corporal Michael P. M u i p h y , 
on 4th May, as a result of a helicopter crash. H e had been with Signal 
Troop, S.A.S. Regiment, for seven years and has served Royal Corps of 
Signals for 13 years. (See page 212). 

GIBSON.—Major G. Gibson, whose death was notified in the April WIRE 
was a holder of the M .B .E . and served the Corps f rom 1923 to 1958, 
and not 1945 as stated. 

W A R D . — W . O . I I L . H . Ward, of 3 Squadron, 54 (E.A.) Regiment, 
Brompton Road, London, who died in Guys Hospital after a long 
illness, on 3rd May, 1963. (See Uni t Notes). 

Of 13th Regiment 
H A I N E S . — T o Corporal and Mrs . C. Haines, on 20th February, at 

R .A .F . Hospital, Wegberg, a daughter , Jacqueline Ann. 
W I L S H E R . — T o Lance-Corporal B. D . Wilsher and Mrs . Wilsher, at 

R .A.F . Hospital, Wegberg, a son, Timothy Colin. 
P A T I E N T . — T o Sergeant R. G . Patient and Mrs . Patient, at R .A .F . 

Hospital, Wegberg, on 15th March, a daughter, Karen Joan Rose. 
L E N N O N . — T o Lance-Corporal J. T . Lennon and Mrs . Lennon, at R .A.F . 

Hospital, Wegberg, on 19th February, a son, Mark Stephen. 
Of 16th Regiment 
R O B I N S O N . — T o Major and Mrs . F . St.C. Robinson, on 30th April, 

at R .A.F . Hospital, Wegberg, a daughter. 
F R A S E R . — T o Corporal and Mrs . Fraser, on 22nd March, at M.R .S . , 

Sennelager, a son, Gordon. 
R I C H A R D S . — T o Sergeant J. C. T . Richards and Mrs . Richards of 28th 

Regiment at R .A.F . Hospital, Wegberg, on n t h April , a son, Julian 
Mark. 

W E L D O N . — T o Lance-Corporal and Mrs . Weldon, on 14th March, at 
R .A.F . Hospital, Wegberg, a daughter, Deborah. 
CongrattUations also to Captain and Mrs. W. E. A. Edmonds, Sergeant 

and Mrs. Snow, Lance-Corporal and Mrs . C. A. Hamilton, Lance-
Corporal and Mrs . J . Rogers, Lance-Corporal and Mrs . F . J . Dale, Lance-
Corporal and Mrs . W. Helliwell, Lance-Corporal and Mrs . P. McFarlane-
Lumsden, Signalman and Mrs . N . Brown, all of 21st Regiment, on the 
bi r th of a daughter each, and to Sergeant and Mrs . D . T . Salt, and 
Sergeant and Jvirs. Richardson, also of 21 st Regiment, on the birth of a 
son each. 

Movements—OMieers 
Captain D . R . Beadon 
Major D . M . F . Barker 
Captain J. B. Booth 
Captain (Q.M.) F . Bergelin 
Lieutenant M . E. C. Chandler 
Captain R. B. Carroll 
Major R . W . Cooper 
Lieutenant P . S. Cook 
Second-Lieutenant A. D . Dixon ... 
Lieutenant A. J . Field 
Captain K . W. E . Ferguson 
Captain J . A. Gatward 
Second-Lieutenant G. A. Henderson 
Lieutenant (T .O.T . ) C. G . Hooper . . . 
Captain F . G. Hardy 
Major G. A. Horner 
Captain D . G. Handley 
Lieutenant (T /Cap ta in ) G . B. Kelly 
Major C. P . Kislingbury 
Lieutenant (Q.M.) R . G . Knight . . . 
Major A. E . L u n n 

Captain (Tfc Offr) R . G . Mitchell ... 
Captain (Q.M.) J . F . McQuade . . . 
Captain W . J . M . Michie 
Major (T /L t . -Co l . ) N . C. Porter . . . 
Major W. H . H . Parkes 
Lieutenant-Colonel K . E . Rees 
Maior F . Ramsbottom 
Lieutenant ( T f c Offr) R. M. Suther-

land 
Lieutenant P . Symons 
Captain (Q.M.) R . F . Thkkel l 
Major R. M . Wright 
Major F . M . S. Winter 
Second-Lieutenant D . B. Yates 

T o 213 Squadron 
„ 3rd R e g ^ e n t 
„ 4th Regiment 
,, 24th Regiment 
„ 8th Regiment 
„ n t h Regiment 
„ H .Q . Cyprus District 
„ n t h Regiment 
„ 605 T roop 
„ Junior Leaders Regiment 
„ H .Q . Landfor—Hong Kong 
„ 641 Troop 
„ 8th Regiment 
,, 252 Squadron 
„ Signal Training Centre—Farelf 
„ 21 St R e p m e n t 
„ 19th Regiment 
„ 239 Squadron 
„ Queen Victoria School, Dtmblane 
„ 7th Regiment 
„ Reserve Army Training Centre 

Royal Signals 
,, 236 Squadron 
„ 239 Squadron 
„ 2nd Regiment 
„ 2nd Regiment 
„ 47th Regiment (T.A.) 
„ n t h Regiment 
„ 7th Regiment 

„ 3rd Regiment 
„ 2ist Regiment 
„ 46th Regiment n" .A. ) 
„ Junior Leaders Regiment 
„ Signal Wing, School of Infantry 
„ 209 Sqt^adron 

(Movements Warrant Officers and Sergeants, page 186) 

marriages 
ROBINSON—BROWN.—Cap ta in W. G. Robinson, of n t h Regiment, to 

Rosemary Brown, at St. Patrick's Church, Benburb, Nor thern Ireland, 
on 18th April. T h e Commanding Officer and several members of the 
Regiment attended. 

C L O U G H L Y — L I N E T O N . — C a p t a i n (Q.M.) W . Cloughly, of 18th Regi-
ment, to Aliss Audrey Lineton, of Shropshire. 

MILLS—KLAPDOR.—Lance -Corpora l Mills, of i6th Regiment, to Miss 
Elizabeth Klapdor, at Krefield, on 4th April , 1963. 

Of 13th Regiment 
S M I T H — H E N D E R S O N . — S i g n a h n a n S. Smith to Ina Jane Elizabeth 

Henderson, on 28th April, at Linnaskea, St. Trini ty Church , Ireland. 
W O O T O N — D O N N E L L Y . — S i g n a l m a n M. E. Wooton married Jean Ka th -

leen Donnelly on i8th March , at Birmingham Registry Office. 
W E L L I N G T O N — D R O K E R . — S i g n a l m a n J . E . Wellington married Miss 

Sigrid Brigitte Droker , on 6th April at Le lm/Kre i s , Helmstadt . 
Congratulations also, to Corporal M . M . Fr id , Corporal A. R . Mead, 

Signalman H . Holland and Signalman G . Dick, of 21st Regiment, on their 
recent marriages. 

lUrths 
Of iith Regiment 
R O B I N S O N . — T o Major T . I . M c L . Robinson and Mrs . Robinson, on 

30th April, at Catterick Military Hospital, a son. 
F O O T E . — T o Major and IMrs. W . B. Foote, on 5th May, at Catterick 

Military Hospital, a son. 
L O C K W O O D . — T o Major F . C. I.ockwood and Airs. Lockwood, a son. 
H E N N E S E Y . — T o Captain and Mrs . Hennesey, on 6th May, at C.atterick 

Military Hospital, a son. 

Promotions 
It is anticipated that the 1963 edition of the Blue Book will 

reach units by mid-June, 1963. 
No further details of promotions wiU be published in THE 

WIRE u n t i l t h e A u g u s t n u m b e r . 
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Movements — Warrant OtHcers and Sergeants 
R. C. Evans 
W. E. Howley ... 
E . Gibson 
A. A. Hawke ... 
J , Oxberry 
A. F . N. Crabtree 
L . Overton 
A. C. Lloyd ... 
M . T. L. Molony 
J . E. Cox 
E. A. Holness ... 
R . J. Davies 
F . Friel 
F . Richardson 
J. A. JAilton 
B. R. Moxon ... 
R. F . A. Davies 
N. F. Webb .. . 

W.O.I 
W.O.I 
W.O.II 
W.O.II 
W.O.II 
W.O.II 
W.O.II 
W.O.II 
W.O.II 
W.O.II 
W.O.II 
W.O.II 
W.O.II 
W.O.II 
W.O.II 
W.O.II 
W.O.II 
W.O.II 

Staff Sergeant R. C. Boulter .. 
Staff Sergeant O. G. Hartford 
Staff Sergeant C. Nock 
Staff Sergeant J . E. Taylor .. 
Staff Sergeant A. W. Pugh 
Staff Sergeant W. A. Rodger .. 
Staff Sergeant F . H . Pemberton 
Staff Sergeant R. J. R. Wood 
Staff Sergeant R. E. Weighell 
Staff Sergeant M. Kenyon 
A/Staff Sergeant K. D. Kent 
Sergeant L . Gray 
Sergeant A. Bone 
Sergeant B. W. Cutler . . . 
Sergeant G . Flake 
Sergeant P . Thornborough 
Sergeant T . Moran 
Sergeant G. Johnstone ... 
Sergeant J. D. G. Brown 
Sergeant J. Firman 
Sergeant G . C. Maple ... 
Sergeant R. D. Burrows 
Sergeant J . M. P . Whalley 
Sergeant F . Rogers 
Sergeant L. Heyworth ... 
Sergeant R. Adamson 
Sergeant H . P. Underwood 
Sergeant H . Longbottom 
Sergeant C. W. Wells ... 
Sergeant A. J. Jones 
Sergeant C. D. Ridge 
Sergeant T . T . F . Harding 
Sergeant D . O. Thompson 
Sergeant K . J. Orton 
Sergeant J. Gledhill 
Sergeant P. B. Neal 
Sergeant J. A. Marr 
Sergeant D . Bower 
Sergeant D. R. Brown ... 
Sergeant T . M. Cannings 
Sergeant R. Gardiner 
Sergeant T . E. Canale ... 
Sergeant C. Walker 
Sergeant D . C. Prescott ... 
Sergeant E. R. Dodds ... 
Sergeant A. M . H. Hamilton 
Sergeant R . E. Newson ... 
Sergeant R . C. Jones ... 
Sergeant P. Sadler 
Sergeant B. Caffery 
Sergeant S. H. Lee 
A/Sergeant G. W. R. Dowdle 

To 14th Regiment, 3 Squadron 
„ A.I.O., Glasgow 
„ 9th Regiment 
„ Command Ord. Depot, Cyprus 
,, 3rd Regiment 
„ 64th Regiment (T.A.) 
„ 226 Squadron 
„ 2ist Regiment 
» 23s Squadron 
„ ist Regiment 
„ 7th Regiment 
,, 261 Squadron 
,, 22nd Regiment 
„ H.Q., B.A.O.R. 
„ 8th Regunent 
„ H.Q., A.E.R., Royal Signals 
,, A.A.S., Harrogate 
„ 4th Regiment 
„ 22nd Regiment 
„ 30th Regiment 
„ n t h Regiment 
„ ist Regiment 
„ 237 Squadron 
„ 229 Squadron 
,, Royal Signals Records 
„ 236 Squadron 
,, l6th Regiment 
„ 19th Regiment 
,, 9th Regiment 
„ 15/19 Hussars Signal Troop 
„ l6th Regiment 
„ ist Regiment 
,, 7th Regiment 
„ 209 Squadron 
„ 45th Regiment (T.A.) 
„ 253 Squadron 
„ 28th Regiment 
„ 17th (Gurkha) Regiment 
„ 237 Squadron 
„ 14th Regiment, 3 Squadron 
„ Army Air Corps Centre 
„ The Trucial Oman Scouts 
,, 249 Squadron 
„ H.Q., Southern Command 
„ 16th Regiment 
„ H.Q., B.A.O.R. 
„ 2nd Regiment 
„ 209 Squadron 
,, 240 Squadron 
„ 22nd Regiment 
,, 7th Regiment 
,, 8th Regiment 
„ 604 Troop 
„ 219 Squadron 
„ 24th Regiment 
„ 46th Regiment (T.A.) 
„ 245 Squadron 
,, 14th Regiment, i Squadron 
„ 8th Regiment 
„ S.T.C. (Far East) 
„ 14th Regiment, I Squadron 
„ 24th Regiment 
„ 4th Regiment 
„ oth Regiment 
„ S.T.C. ffar East) 
„ 253 Squadron 
,, 242 Squadron 
„ 28th Regiment 
„ 238 Squadron 
„ 8th Regiment 

The Late Lieutenant-Colonel 
Harold Lee-Wright, D.S.O. 

The Commanding OiEcer of l l t h Regiment (Depot) is 
forming a portrait gallery of aU ofiBcers who have commanded 
the Depot, Royal Signals, since it was formed in 1925. The 
whereabouts of all officers, or their next-of-kin, have been 
found, with the exception of the first Depot Commandant, the 
late Lieutenant-Colonel H. L . Wright, D.S.O. 

War Office Record Centre have stated that this ofBcer died in 
Canada in 1952, but unfortunately there is no record in his 
personal papers of his last address or that of any next-of-kin. 

Will any serving or past member of the Royal Corps of 
Signals, or anyone who may know the whereabouts of the next-
of-Kn of this officer please get in touch with the Commanding 
Officer, n t h Signal Regiment (Depot), Vimy Lines, Catterick 
Camp, Yorkshire. 

Thank You! 
A welcome visitor to R.H.Q. the other day was R.S.M. W. E. 

Howley on his way back from camp at Folkestone with the 53rd 
Regiment T.A., carrying in his arms a large cider jug filled to 
the brim with assorted coins—pennies, sixpences, shillings and 
half-crowns, which had been collected during the camp period. 

A hasty count by the assembled staff of the Headquarters 
revealed the magnificent total of £10 i6s. od. We are indeed 
grateful to all members of the Warrant Officers' and Sergeants' 
Mess of the 53rd Signal Regiment T.A. who have contributed so 
generously to the Association Benevolent Fund. 

Have you considered this? 
Banking Accounts and the W a r r a n t Officer and 

Senior N.C.O. 

The War Office recently gave authority for the pay of Warrant 
Officers and Senior N.C.O.s to be credited direct to their bank-
ing accounts. This system at present on a voluntary basis, puts 
these senior ranks on the same footing as officers and salaried 
staff in civilian life. Net salaries, after the deduction at source 
of such things as income tax. National Insurance contributions 
and quarterly rentals, are paid into their accounts, at the banks 
of their choice. This, of course, has the immediate advantage 
of cutting out the old fashioned weekly pay parade and the 
consequent handling of cash and its safe custody. 

It is surprising to find that there are many in the Corps who, 
either through ignorance or fear of the unknown, do not take 
advantage of the new system. There are so many advantages 
to be gained by conducting one's financial affairs through the 
medium of a banking account that it is most advisable that 
these should be considered. 

Perhaps the most important, long term advantage is the 
acquisition of the financial " know-how " which will more aptly 
equip the Warrant Officer and Senior N.C.O. for civilian life 
later on. It is disturbing to see those who have completed a 
first-class Service career in the Corps retiring from the Army 
ill-equipped to deal with the many financial problems of com-
mercial life. Housing and capital for starting a business are 
two things which readily spring to mind. 

On a short term basis, the immediate advantages of operating 
a banking account are numerous. The use of a cheque book, 
instead of handling cash, is an obvious one. Standing order 
payments can be made direct from the account automatically, 
for insurance premiums, hire purchase instalments, investment 
of money in Building Societies, and the purchase of stocks, 
shares or National Savings Certificates. 

The over-riding factor, however, is the relationship which is 
built up between customer and Bank Manager based on mutual 
trust and respect. Your Manager is well-equipped to give 
advice on the many financial problems which beset us all from 
time to time; all given, of course, on a strictly confidential basis 
and with your interests a first consideration. 

One final word—let no one be deterred from opening a bank-
ing account for fear that it is an expensive luxury reserved for 
the wealthy few. Bank charges are very reasonable indeed, and 
when made are made, not with a view to obtaining a profit, 
but to help cover the cost of running the account. All the 
additional services, some of which have been mentioned, are 
normally given without cost. 

It may be of interest to readers to know that the Ckirps 
Agents, Lloyds Bank Limited, Cox's and King's Branch, have 
a Services Liaison Officer who visits Units in the United King-
dom to give talks on banking accounts. 

Units wishing to avail themselves of this facility should write 
direct to the Services Liaison OflBcer, Lloyds Bank Ltd., 6, 
Pall Mall, London, S.W.i. Individuals are also invited to write 
to this officer direct over their individual problems. 

W I R E C O P Y 
Closing date for W i r e copy is the 12th of each month. In a number of cases effort is wasted 
because insufficient t i m e is allowed for postage and contributions arr ive too late for publication. 

W h y not be on the safe side and send your copy in early. 
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...PLAIN 
Buttered... 

with Cheese 
or SPREAD 

everyone I ikes 

Huntley & Palmers 

CORNISH 
WAFERS 

1 ^ 3 
A PACKET 

Ijl̂  N inialUWe tipster 
named Mose 

Said, "Watch how new 
J Maxwell House goes. 

It 's the iavourlte bet 
For the best coffee yet, 
And it's certain to win by a nose." 

Join the 
Forces in a 
GUINNESS 
for strength 

G.E.3631.B 
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Enjoy Sniedlei|is 

the best canned 
! 

Smedieg's, 
6 FISH UNGERS' 

\i FRIfcD CHIPS 

^ S j f -

and frozen foods 
S M E D U E Y ' S , W H Y T E L E A F E , S U R R E Y 

LOUIS DESROCHES&C? 

IFIIVE OLD 

FKirag^ mm 

B y A p p o i n t m e n t t o H e r M a j e s t y t h e Q u e e n S c o t c h W h i s k y D i s t i l l e r s , J o h n W a l k e r &. S o n s L t d . 

GOOD OLD 

Johnnie Walker 
THE SCOTCH OF SCOTCH 

Johnnie Walker is the Scotch of Scotch. You'll find it 
everywhere, in the friendly square bottle, smooth, 
mellow, great-hearted. Enjoy it everywhere, at home 
or away — Good old Johnnie Walker. 

BORN I820 —still going strong 
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C O L O N E L II. S. B A I , M A I I V , A . M . I . E . E . 

Born in India on yth October, 1907, the eldest son of the 
late Major J. A. S. Balmain, 15th T h e King's Hussars, George 
Balmain was educated at Eton and the " S h o p " and com-
missioned into the Corps on 2nd February, 1928. 

Although his education and upbringing had taught him to 
appreciate the delights of country pursuits and sporting activities, 
Oeorge Balmain's chief interests were scientific. As a subaltern 
in the A.F.V. Signals, he served with the 2nd Battalion, Royal 
Tank Corps. Then, after a tour with the Southern Command 
Signal Company, he took " F " Troop, Cavalry Divisional 
Signals to Egypt with the 12th Royal Lancers (armoured car 
regiment) and remained with them until 1939, when the 
mechanised cavalry signal troops ceased to be subaltern's com-
mands. In those appointments when radio communication in 
armoured units was in its infancy, his technical ability and 
desire to produce only the best results stood him in good stead. 

George Balmain then served with " A " Corps Signals and 
G.H.Q. Signals in Aldershot until the outbreak of War in 
September, 1939, when he was posted to the War Office 
(MGO13) as a Staff Captain. On the formation of the Ministry 
of Supply, in 1940, he served as a Major in ES2 for a time, 
until he joined the instructional staff of the Signal Wing of 
the A.F.V. School at Bovington. He was posted to 9th 
Armoured Divisional Signals in August, 1941, but, much to 
his regret, his health did not permit him to be posted overseas 
10 a field unit. In the following November he returned to the 
Ministry of Supply, where he remained until he became G.S.O.I 
in the War Office ( S i s a l s 4). In December, 1943, he was 
appointed C.S.O. Special Wireless, with the rank of Colonel. 
He held this appointment until January, 1945, when he was 
given command of 2 War Office Signals. Shortly afterwards, 
in April, 1945, he joined the staff of the C.S.O. Middle East 
as G.S.O. I (Telecoms). After serving in that appointment for 
three years under Generals Courtenay Fladgate and " S l a p " 
White he returned to the U . K . His last appointment was with 
the British Joint Communications Electronics Board which 
lasted until his retirement in January, 1952. 

Retirement from the Active List of the Army did not m;an 
an end of George Balmain's active life. He joined the Foreign 
Office and travelled there daily from his home near Andover 
until 1959, when he set up in private practice as a consultant 
electronics engineer. As such he was retained in a consulting 
capacity by Standard Telephones and Cables Laboratories 
Limited. 

C.S;M. E. Chidgey (on the right) and a friend snapped on the front k 
recently at Morecombe. Both have a monkey on their shoulders. ^ 

His hobbies included a passion for fine cars and fast motoring. 
Some of his contemporaries will remember the Alpha Romeo 
of his subaltern days. In September, i933> he was to drive an 
M . G . Midget in the Belfast T . T . Race. Unfortunately, during 
a practice run in appalling road conditions the day before the 
race a bad accident, in which his mechanic was killed and he 
was seriously injured, prevented him from competing. As an 
amateur photographer he was very much above the average 
and some of his results were quite outstanding. He was also 
a competent game shot, but perhaps the sport he loved most 
was fly-fishing and latterly, for two seasons, he acted as Water 
Warden for the Piscatorial Society of which he was a member. 

George Balmain was a perfectionist in all he did but he was 
at all times modest about his achievements. He would never 
rest until he had thoroughly mastered any problem which 
interested him and once he understood it he had the ability 
to take advantage of the knowledge he had acquired. His cars 
and his home provide many examples of his practical versatility 
and skill in the use of tools. His personality was perhaps too 
intense to allow him to make friends easily but the friendships 
he made were firm and lasting. 

His death at his home at a comparatively early age will have 
come as a shock to his friends who mourn him as one who 
made his mark in his profession. 

Our deep sympathy goes out to his family. 

C.SM £ Chidgey 
Iteath of a VounAw Member oi The Itnyal Corps 

of Sifinals 
Ex-C.S.M. E. Chidgey, D.C.M., M.M., has died at the Royal 

Hospital, Chelsea, at the age of 82. " Old Chidgy " as he was 
affectionately known, entered the Royal Hospital as an in-
Pensioner in December, 1961. He was a member of the party 
of Pensioners who paraded at the Festival of Remembrance 
at the Royal Albert Hall in November, 1962. 

He enlisted in the Somerset Light Infantry at Taunton on 
3rd April, 1900, and served in the South African War, for 
which he was awarded the King and Queen's South African 
Medal. 

He transferred to the Corps of Royal Engineers (Signals) 
prior to the 1914-1918 War and went to France in 1914 with 
the B.E.F. from Bordon, as a member of 35 Division, under 
the command of General Landon, and served throughout the 
war in France, where he was decorated with the D.C.M. , M.M. , 
and French Medaille Militaire. He was also mentioned in 
the despatches of General Sir John French on 8th October, 
1914, and General Sir Douglas Haig on 30th April, 1916. With 
the Mons Star, the 1914-1918 Medal, the Victory Medal and 
the Long Service and Good Conduct Medal he carried on 
his breast, he was certainly an old soldier of whom the Corps 
could be justly proud. 

He assisted in the formation of the first Company of the 



Royal Corps of S i s a l s at Gibraltar Barracks, Aldershot, in 
1920-21, and took his discharge as a member of the Royal Corps 
of Signals on 2nd September, 1921, after serving 21 years and 
153 days with the Colours. 

T h e funeral took place at the Aldershot Park Crematorium, 
at which Padre Metcalfe, the Senior Chaplain, Aldershot 
District, officiated. T h e Last Post and Reveille were sounded 
by the trumpeters of No. i Training Regiment, R.E. 

T h e eldest son of " O l d Chidgy," Major E. H. Chidgey, 
retired from the Royal Corps of Signals two years ago, and 
is now with S.X. Branch, H.Q., B.A.O.R. 

T h e Chairman of the Aldershot Branch of Royal Signals 
Association, Mr. L . V. Goodman, and Major C. Thornton, 
represented the Association. 

Royal Canadian Signals 
T h e 28th Regiment provides communications between 

Northern Army Group headquarters and the British, Belgian, 
German and Netherlands Army Corps in North-West Europe. 

CI A N A D A ' S contribution to the Regiment consists of a 
' Signal Troop of two officers and 57 men, officially known 

as Northern Army Group Signal Troop, Royal Canadian 
Signals. 

T h e Canadians share with an equal number of British signal-
men the responsibility of manning the centre and its teletype 
machines. A Netherlands Army signal troop provides tele-
phone facilides and dispatch rider services. Belgian Army 
signalmen operate the high frequency radio networks. 

Al l ranks wear the formation patch of Northern Army Group, 
a gold battleaxe on a blue shield, called the ' Francisca.' Battle-
axes of this type, dating back to Roman times, have been un-
earthed near Rheindahlen. 

T h e Canadian signalmen arrived in Germany in mid-February 
of last year and after a month of familiarisation training on a 
variety of teletype machines (German, Belgian and other N A T O 
nations use different symbols and letter shapes), took over a 
part of the shift a few weeks later. 

Four languages are spoken in the International Regiment: 
English, French, Flemish and Dutch, but few difficulties are 
experienced. Most of the Dutch signalmen can speak or at least 
understood English. T h e French-Canadians use their French 
to get along with the Belgians. Lieutenant Mclnnis said: " We 
find our French-Canadians a big asset, particularly during the 
N A T O - w i d e communications exercises which take place several 
times a year. A number of Belgian operators are called in then 
to help-out. We're out with them again during the training 
schemes ' in the field,' in the spring and fall." 

COMMUmCAllOH 
CENTRE 

H.Q. NORIHERH 
ARMY GROUP 

« J i m m y at Ease 
This reproduction of a 

photograph of an Italian 
X V I Century figure of 
Mercury is by courtesy of 
the National Gallery of Art, 
Washington, D.C. (Andrew 
W. Mellon Gift to Purchase 
Fund). 

Colonel T . S. Foster, of 
the Corps, who is on the 
British Army Staff at Wash-
ington, was responsible for 
drawing the attention of 
your Editor to this version 
of " Jimmy." 

All those who have the 
honour to wear " J i m m y " 
as their Corps badge will, no 
doubt, be relieved to see, 
with their own eyes, that 
there is authentic and direct 
precedent from no less a per-
son than " Jimmy " himself 
for a definite stand-easy be-
tween bouts of message 
carrying. 

T h e somewhat wistful ex-
pression on " Jimmy's " face 
is no doubt due to the fact 
that his " caduceus " (rod of 
office) appears to have come 
apart in his hands. 

This particular situation is 
not unknown to the mem-
bers of his Corps, but the 
fact that " Jimmy " himself 
has slipped up does not con-
stitute a precedent for others 
to follow his example. 

Major E. Cooper introduces Sergeant Hurt, Royal Canadian Signals, 
to other members of the Communications Centre staff; Lieutenant 
J. Neal, Womens Royal Army Corps; a W.R.A.C. cryptographer 

and a Netherlands Army teletype operator 

Hiorns Miller 
Renowned throughout the world 

for QUALITY 
REGIMENTAL CHRISTMAS CARDS 

INVITATION CARDS 
CRESTED STATIONERY 

ACCOUNT BOOKS 
PRINTING OF 

ANY DESCRIPTION 
OFFICE EQUIPMENT 

Brochures and Catalogue on application 
Estimates and samples sent on request 

H I O R N S & M I L L E R LTD 
M A R L B O R O U G H S T R E E T 

D E V O N P O R T 
Telephone: Plymouth 5 1 3 7 3 
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Forthcoming Events 
T l i u C o r p s W e c k e i i i l , l l c i i i i i o n ai it l l O t l i A i i n i i n l 

G e n e r a l > Ieet i i i f < o f t h e A s s o c i a t i o n 
will be held on 29th and 30th June, 1963. 

K x - l t o y s ' O t i i A n n u a l D i n n e r 
it to DC held on Saturday, i4ih September, 1963, 6-30 for 7.30 p.m., at 
the Victory Ex-Services Q u b , 63/79, Seymour Street, London, W .2 (one 
minute f rom Marble Arch Stadon and first lef t u p Edgware Road). Lounge 
suit or uniform. Dinner tickets £ i per head, obtainable f rom Major H. 
G . Strange (Retd.), 9, Kidmore Road, Caversham Heights, Reading, 
Berks. Crossed cheques/postal orders should be made payable to Royal 
Signals Ex-Boys' Dinner . Please book by the ist July, tickets despatched 
soon after that date. As it was not possible to hold a dinner in 1962, you 
may be sure of a hearty welcome this year, bringing your wife or other 
guests. (5ee also page 212). 

I n d i a n A r m y R e u n i o n 1 9 6 3 
It 18 proposed that the 1963 Reunion be held at Hurl ingham Club on 
Fnday , 28th June. 

T I I K A r m y A r t So4- lety 
The Society, which exists to encourage art in the Army and sister Services, 
is holding its 32nd Exhibition f rom 30th September until l l t h October, 
1963, at T h e Chenil Galleries, King's Road, Chelsea. All ranks of the 
Army, Royal Navy and Royal Air Force, past and present, permanent or 
temporary, may submit works for consideration. The Society is an 
entirely unofficial organisation, and for several years very successful 
exhibitions have been held in London each autumn. Service artists ca-n 
derive more interest f rom their hobby by aiming at submitting works for 
the exhibitions, which also gives them an opportunity to compare their 
standard and style with others. As the Society is non- profit making, the 
entrance and hanging fees are kept a-s low as possible. Intending exhibitors 
are invited to apply for particulars to : T h e Honorary Secretary, T h e 
Army Art Society, W. A. Arnold, 4, West Drive Gardens, Harrow Weald, 
Middlesex. The Patron of the Society is H . R . H . Princess Marina, Duchess 
of Kent, and the Chairman, Field Marshal Sir Claude Auchinleck. 

• l o y a l S i g n a l s I n s t i t u t i o n L e c t u r e s , l iK i . t 
Tuesday, 24th September, " Joint Communicat ions," Major-General A. M . 
W. Whistler, c.b.e., 6 p.m.. Nor th Hall, Training Brigade, Royal Signals, 
Catterick Camp, Yorks. 

Thursday, 26th September, ' T h e Royal Canadian Signals," Major J. G. 
Berry, C.D., B.sc., Royal Canadian Signal Corps, 6 p.m., at the T . A . Centre, 
47th Regmient, T .A . , Duke of York's Headquarters , Chelsea, S.W.3. 

Tuesday, 26th November, " Procurement of Signal Eqummen t , " Major-
General R. J. Moberly, C.B., o.b.e., 6 p.m., at Nor th Hall, Training Brigade, 
Royal Signals, Catterick Camp, Yorks. 

A Member may bring iwo guests to the above Lectures. 

R O Y A I . S I G I V A I . S R A N D E N G A G E M E N T S 
T o u r i n g R a n d 

15th - 27th July Dunfermline 
2i8t July Kirkcaldy 
28th July Kirkcaldy 
I2th-i8th August Edinburgh 
n t-7th September Folkestone 
8th-2ist September Eastbourne 
29th September-6th October . . . Eastbourne 

IVon -Tour in j ! < R a n d 
23rd June Morecambe 

( |u i<^ks i l ve r P r o g r a m m e , 1 nO.t 

I3th-I4th July 
i8th-20th July 
3rd - 6th August 
9th-ioth August 

20th-20th August 
4th - 7th September 

12 th-14 th September 
i8th-22nd September 
25th-28th September 

Ist - 3rd October 
5th - 8th October 

n t h - 1 6 th October 

Sywell Air Display 
Liverpool Corps Show 
Leeds Gala 
Southampton Army Display 
Ayr Display 
Cardiff Army Week 
Wallasey Display 
Edinburgh Display 
Aberdeen 
Dundee 
Per th 
Glasgow 

R o y a l S i g n a l s G o l f i n g S o c i e t y F i x t u r e s , 1 ! »6 : ( 
n t h July 
17th July 
2ist July 
15 th August 
29th August 
21st September 
2Sth September 
26th and 27th September 

R.A., at Sunningdale 
R.A.P.C. , at Hankley Common 
R.M.C.S . 
R .E .M.E. , at East Berkshire 
R.A.O.C. . at Swinley Forest 
Staff College, at Camberley Heath 
Ironsides, at Hankley Common 
September Autumn Meeting at 

Hankley Common 

T e i u i i s 

10th 
i i t h 
12 th 
13th 
27th 

July 
' u ly 

uly 
uly 
uly 
'uly 

29th July - 3rd August 
13th August 
14th August 

Welbeck College at Welbeck. 
R. Signals v. Staff College, Camberley. 
Royal Signals v. R.E. , at Aldershot 
Royal Signals v. R .E .M.E. , at Aldershot 
Royal Signals v. R.A.S.C. , at Aldershot 
Royal Signals v. R .M.A. , at Sandhurst 
Army Championships at Aldershot 
Royal Signals v. R.A.E.C. . at Aldershot 
Royal Signals v. R.A. , at Woolwich 

i ^ i o to r C y c l e D i s p l a y T e a m 
The programme of the Motor Cycle Display Team contains the following 

engagements for 1963: 
29th June Tamwor th Carnival at Tamworth , Staffs. 
30th June Association Reunion at Catterick. 
6th July Leeds School Day at Leeds. 
13th July Basingstoke Carnival. 
18th July Cumberland Show at Carlisle. 
20th July Morayshire Farmers ' Club Show at Elgin, Moray-

shire. 
27th July Border Union Agricultural Show at Kelso. 
ist August Oswestry Agricultural Show. 
5th August Kingston Agricultural Show at Kingston-upon-

Hull. 
17th August Vulcan Foundaries Sports Day at Newton-le-

Willows. 
2nd-8th Sept. . . . Berlin Tattoo. 
i i th - i4th Sept. . . . Wallasey Tat too at Wallasey. 
19th Sept Thames Show at Thame, Oxon. 
2ist Sept Toe H Show at Tillicoultry. 

A N o t e f o r y o u r D i a r y 
Your Corps Band will be playing in St. James's Park from 17th to the 

22nd June . 

T h e A n n u a l A . E . H . / T . A . R o y a l S i g n a l s O f f i c e r s ' 
' A t H o m e ' 

is to be held at the Hotel Majestic, Harrogate, at 4 P.m. on Saturday, 
7th September, 1963. The Corps Orchestra will be present. 

The cost per individual ticket is 13s. 6d. and they may be obtained on 
application to C.S.O. 's Commands. 

The Work of S.S.A.F.A. 
S i n c e 1885 the S o l d i e r s ' , S a i l o r s ' and A i r m e n ' s F a m i l i e s 

A s s o c i a t i o n has e x i s t e d to h e l p the f a m i l i e s of s e r v i n g o r e x -
S e r v i c e m e n w i t h a d v i c e , g u i d a n c e and in cases of f inanc ia l 
n e e d n o t c o v e r e d b y the p r e s e n t W e l f a r e State , the A s s o c i a t i o n 
he lps w i t h t e m p o r a r y f inanc ia l a id . 

S . S . A . F . A . B r a n c h e s exist all o v e r the c o u n t r y a n d i n s o m e 
stat ions a b r o a d a n d u p w a r d s of 15,000 v o l u n t a r y h e l p e r s g i v e 
their t i m e a n d k n o w l e d g e to f u r t h e r the o b j e c t s of the A s s o c i a -
t ion b y s e t t i n g at res t the m i n d of the s e r v i n g m a n w i t h 
regard to h is f a m i l y ' s p r o b l e m s a n d b y h e l p i n g in e v e r y poss ib le 
w a y the f a m i l y of the m a n w h o h a s a l ready g i v e n his serv ices to 
his c o u n t r y . 

E v e r y w h e r e the n e e d of S . S . A . F . A . is f o r m o r e v o l u n t a r y 
w o r k e r s , m e n and w o m e n . I f y o u h a v e e v e n a f e w h o u r s to 
spare r e g u l a r l y d u r i n g the w e e k , w e s h o u l d be v e r y g r a t e f u l 
if y o u w o u l d o f f e r t h e m to S . S . A . F . A . W e n e e d p e o p l e w h o 
wi l l v is i t and i n t e r v i e w t h o s e w h o n e e d a d v i c e a n d ass is tance , 
p e o p l e w h o w i l l o f f e r their cars to d o v is i t ing , or to take o t h e r s 
to v is i t a p p l i c a n t s , p e o p l e w h o w i l l h e l p w i t h the e n o r m o u s 
a m o u n t o f off ice w o r k w h i c h a r i s e s — i n o t h e r w o r d s p e o p l e w h o 
wi l l h e l p S . S , A . F . A . 

If y o u are w i l l i n g to g i v e e v e n hal f a d a y a w e e k , a n d y o u 
l ive in o r w i s h to h e l p in L o n d o n , p lease w r i t e to t h e H o n . 
C o u n t y S e c r e t a r y , S . S . A . F . A . , B l o c k " E , " D u k e o f Y o r k ' s 
H e a d q u a r t e r s , K i n g ' s R o a d , L o n d o n , S . W . 3 . If y o u w i s h to 
h e l p o u t s i d e L o n d o n , p lease w r i t e to S . S . A . F . A . , 2 3 , Q u e e n 
A n n e ' s G a t e , L o n d o n , S . W . i , and y o u w i l l b e p u t in t o u c h w i t h 
the S e c r e t a r y of y o u r c o u n t y . 

Recommended Reading 

E p i c p e r f o r m a n c e of the A r m y A p p r e n t i c e s S c h o o l 
in the D e v i z e s — W e s t m i n s t e r C a n o e R a c e 

M o r e c a n o e i n g b y i i t h R e g i m e n t 

O l d a n d B o l d ( V e r y ) 24th R e g i m e n t 

4 5 t h E s s e x R e g i m e n t 

S . T . C . ( F . E . ) 

PAGES 

1 9 5 - 1 9 6 

200 

2 1 1 

2 1 4 - 2 1 6 

2 1 6 
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N o . 53 R O Y A L S I G N A L S Q U A L I F Y I N G C O U R S E 
Backlrow (left to right): Second L i e u t e n a n t D . M . A i r d , Second L i e u t e n a n t M . L. P. B r o c k , L i e u t e n a n t J. D . B r o m l e y , L i e u t e n a n t 
C. A . B r o w n , Second L i e u t e n a n t A . F. B r o w n e , Second L i e u t e n a n t P. E. A . C h a d d o c k , Second L i e u t e n a n t G . W . B. C o w a n , L i e u t -
e n a n t R. D o r r e l l , Second L i e u t e n a n t I, C . D o u b l e , Second L i e u t e n a n t R. E. S. D r e w , L i e u t e n a n t J. P. G o l d n e y , L i e u t e n a n t J. G-

G r e a t r i x 
Front row (left to right): Second L i e u t e n a n t G . J. H , G r i s t , Second L i e u t e n a n t D . H u n t , Second L i e u t e n a n t J. A . F. J u n i p e r , L i e u t e n a n t 
W . D . L a w r e n c e , L i e u t e n a n t G . T . M i l l s , Second L i e u t e n a n t D . S t r o n g , Second L i e u t e n a n t M . P. W a l k e r , C a p t a i n O s m a n M o h d 
O s m a n , Second L i e u t e n a n t A b u El Gas im Hassan El Hag, Second L i e u t e n a n t K a m Y o o n Sang, L i e u t e n a n t J. A . D e h o r , Second 

L i e u t e n a n t I. I b r a h i m a , Second L i e u t e n a n t T . C. M c C o y 

These notes cover a period when the School, now bulging 
at the seams with students, has recently returned from enjoying 
Easter block leave. Equipment Familiarization Courses for 
A.E.R./T.A. Officers are providing numerous students with a 
variety of interesting backgrounds, some visiting Catterick 
for the first time, in addition to the more normal Telecom-
munications Engineering, Foreman of Signals, Yeoman of 
Signals, Up-grading Radio Technician Heavy, All Arms 
Systems Analysis and Subalterns' Qualifying Course, the latter 
providing the notes for our " Feature Course." 

A t the end of April we were visited by Brigadier General John 
C. Monahan, Commandant, U.S. Army Signal School, Fort 
Monmouth. He was accompanied by Colonel George W . 
Rhyne, Commandant, U.S. Army South Eastern S i p a l School, 
the equivalent of our Training Brigade. After inspecting a 
guard of honour outside the Headquarter Mess, the day was 
spent in discussion with Officers of the School and the Training 
Brigade. T o commemorate his visit, the General presented the 
School with a plaque bearing the coat of arms of the Fort 
Monmouth Signal School, which now takes a prominent place 
on the wall in the United States Lecture Room in Tactics 
Wing. 

T h e day was concluded with a guest night in the Headquarter 
Mess, when both guests and hosts enjoyed a very fine pro-
gramme by the Band. 

During this period the School of Signals, Khartoum, North 
Sudan, presented to this School a shield bearing a replica of 
the Sudan Signal Corps Badge and Motto in ivory. A morse 

• « 
Brigadier A. F. McGill, O.B.E., receiving the Plaque from General 
J. C. Monahan. Left to right: Brigadier A. C. Cox, O.B.E., General 

Monahan, Brigadier McGill and Colonel G. W . Rhyne 

training room in Traffic Group has been named the Sudan 
Room and the shield now appears on the wall. 

Future Warrant Officer and Sergeant students at the School 
will be pleased to know there is now very much more room in 
the Warrant Officers' and Sergeants' Mess, which has moved 
into more spacious premises nearby. In addition to a large 
ante-room and billiards room, a pleasant dining room is 
supported by a well-equipped modern kitchen, using butane 
gas. 

Our " Feature Course " No. 53 Qualifying Course have the 
following to say: 

The Course assembled on 13th January, and at the welcoming 
cocktail party, we looked a rather mixed bunch, being com-
posed of ten R.M.A.S. students, eight ex-Short Service, six from 
overseas and one from the T . A . 

Of the overseas students, two were from Ghana, one of whom 
was to do extremely well in the phase examinations. A further 
two were from the Sudan, one of them an international soccer 
player who, unfortunately, was not permitted to play for the 
School in cup matches; the other, not to be outdone, is a race-
horse owner of some repute in the Sudan. We had one 
student from Malaya with a wonderful sense of humour who 
played most games. Finally, a rugby player from Rhodesia, 
who had an interesting career, including a short stay in the 
Royal Navy before going to Rhodesia to join the police, and 
finally the Rhodesian Army. 

T h e Short Service element were mainly from Germany; 
the two exceptions were from 3rd Signal Regiment and King's 
African Rifles. Those from Germany, in particular, were boiling 
over with knowledge, whilst the ex-T.A. student proved him-
self very knowledgeable throughout the i^urse. T h e R.M.A. 
students made up the course total of twenty-five. 

On the first day, after the end of the Commandant's opening 
address. Brigadier A. F. McGill , O . B . E . , presented Corps prizes. 
Second-Lieutenant Cowan received the Agar Memorial and the 
Edwards Prizes; these are cash prizes of £30 and £20 re-
spectively. Second-Lieutenant Strong won the Royal Signals 
Prize, a sword engraved with the Royal Signals Crest and his 
name, and the Wemyss Memorial Prize, a cash prize of £20. 
Both received a copy of General Nalder's Corps History, with 
a newly introduced Book Plate to commemorate the presentation. 

As light relief to instruction in Basics Group we found our-
selves learning to type in twice weekly evening sessions. A t 
first this was rather tedious, but a gramophone and record of 
Peggy Lee, singing " Fever," increased our typing speed and 
ability. We found some difficulty at first in learning morse 
but most of us managed to reach the necessary standard with-
out too much effort. 

Our theoretical instruction, followed by indoor practical work, 
culminated in a number of interesting exercises, but we were 
unfortunate in having to do these during the very bad weather. 
Our overseas students found this particularly trying, but sur-
vived remarkably well. They appear to go into a coma which 
immunises them from the discomforts of the flesh, but en-
ables them to still participate in all that is going on. 

{Continued on page 191) 
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It was in February of this year, at the Chief Signal Officer, 
Eastern Command's annual week-end that Lieutenant-Colonel 
D. L . Pounds, C.S.O., London District, was given the task of 
running the first centralised course in the Command for the 
benefit of T . A . and A.E.R. personnel. 

Loud were the voices, and prominent the critics, when the 
decision became known. T h e experts forecast a poor attend-
ance. Subsequent events convinced the author that the experts 
should have more faith in the T . A . soldier. 

Captain B. M . Ashcroft was nominated as course officer, and 
the Training Brigade at Catterick very kindly produced a 
Methods of Instruction Team, consisting of Lieutenant C. E. 
Crowe and Sergeant R. Sampson. 47th Regiment (Middlesex 
Yeomanry) T . A . provided a lecture hall and syndicate rooms 
in their T . A . Centre at the Duke of York's Headquarters, 
Chelsea. T h e instructional team was made up by seven P.S.I.s 
from local T . A . units. 

T h e course was scheduled to run for two weeks, with two 
evening sessions and a complete week-end in each. 

Forty-three nominations were received, including five from 
A.E.R. units, but, due to sickness and other good reasons, the 
final figure was 35. These included telegraph, communications 
centre, signal centre, teleprinter, radio, radio relay operators, 
linemen, drivers, electrician drivers and one S.A.S. regimental 
signaller. A number were members of the W.R.A.C. 

On the first evening of the course 35 potential instructors 
arrived to take part, and, after an opening address by Colonel 
Pounds, the pressure was on. This was to be the theme through-
out the ensuing two weeks. Punctually, at the appointed time, 
instruction commenced, and this, coupled with the high standard 
of teaching set by the Catterick team maintained our attendance 
average at 32. This was despite major Regimental events clash-
ing with our programme. 

Continued from page igo 
The Easter break leave was spent in a variety of ways, two 

students going to Austria with a group from Oxford University; 
another one to Naples, to try and find the sun, as well as 
another interest he has in that part of the world. T h e re-
mainder of the Course were not so ambitious, although two 
optimistic members planned a canoeing trip on the canals of 
England, and got as wet from the rain as they would have done 
had their canoes travelled upside down! All the students en-
joyed the break and came back bursting with enthusiasm and 
energy to continue the course. T h e remainder of our instruction 
has been concerned mainly with s i ^ a l tactics. 

A number of extra mural activities were arranged, including 
affiliation to 8th and 24th Regiments. This gave the ex-R.M.A. 
students a chance to work with soldiers before being posted to 
their units. T h e exercises planned for this affiliation were re-
grettably badly affected by the weather. 

Instruction by a Lecturer from Leeds University on current 
affairs was also extremely interesting. 

On the sports field, the Course raised a hockey and soccer 
team, in addition to taking part in numerous other sports. 
T w o officers organised a very successful car rally. T h e route 
took us through wonderful scenery, and as speed was not 
important, we were able to relax and enjoy the Dales, by now 
delightful in their spring cloak. 

Ere these notes appear in print, we shall find ourselves in a 
variety of new units, world wide, but no doubt we shall recall the 
excellent comradeship and enjoyment of No. 53 " Q " Course. 

One of the highlights of the course was a visit to London 
Airport, where we entered that most forbidden of places—the 
control tower. T h e airport switchboard and teleprinter rooms 
were also closely examined. 

The last Saturday of the course saw a demonstration of equip-
ment by personnel of 30th Regiment and 209 Squadron. All 
the students welcomed the opportunity to see the new range 
of radio and radio relay equipment and to examine the latest 
line-laying vehicle. T h e W.R.A.C. were particularly interested 
in the field signal centre and its equipment. 

Needless to say, on the last day came the final test and a 
quiz. These were of the same standard as set in Catterick. T h e 
course distinguished itself by one member getting 100 per cent 
in the test—a feat which, to the knowledge of the Catterick 
team, had not been done before. T h e bright student was 
Corporal Maple, W.R.A.C. , of 44 (Home Counties) Signal 
Regiment (Cinque Ports) T . A . 

The linemen on the course won the knockout quiz. 
T h e students all expressed their appreciation, saying that the 

course had proved invaluable to them, whilst the instructors 
found the keenness of the students very refreshing. 

Let us hope that this was the forerunner of a series of 
courses which will make life easier for the A.E.R./T.A. 

By Appointment to the Late King George V 

ROGERS & CO. 
( M I L I T A R Y O U T F I T T E R S ) L T D . 

Mufti and Sporting Tailors 

Breeches Makers 

Regimental Outfitters to the Royal Signals 

33 BRUTON S T R E E T , M A Y F A I R , W . I 
Late of 57 Jermyn Street , London, S . W . I 

Telephone : Telegraphic Address : 
Mayfair 7303 " Rogers, May fair 7303 London" 
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Another Great 

Day for 

Junior Leaders 

The Salute at the Graduation 
Parade on 9th Apr i l was taken 
by Mr . James Ramsden, M.P., 
Parliamentary Under Secret-

ary of State for W a r 

llllllllltllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll 

We all feared the weather would be a repeat of the December 
Graduation Pajade downpour. However, it relented at the 
last minute and the parade was held in the normal manner. 

After the parade all official guests and spectators were enter-
tained in the Officers' Mess to a buffet. This was followed by 
the presentation of awards and prizes by Mrs. Holifield, wife of 
the Commanding Officer. Later the Band " Beat Retreat"—a 
most impressive ceremony. The evening culminated in a very fine 
concert organised almost entirely by Junior Signalmen Button 
and Farrell, to which all guests and families were invited, 
finally an All Ranks' Dance was held in the gymnasium to the 
music of our own " Downbeats." T h e spirit and enthusiasm 
of the boys continued to the end of a most successful day. It 
was noticed, however, that certain members of the Staff were 

[Photo: Courtesy Nicholas Home Ltd. 

almost asleep on their feet, which was hardly surprising con-
sidering many had had little or no rest for nineteen hours whilst 
organising aU the various activities, meeting parents and making 
frequent changes of uniform. 

T h e Easter break appeared all too short and once again we 
are in the saddle preparing for a hectic summer term which 
includes the well-known T e n Tors Competition, for which 
there are already 1,500 entries. In addition three teams of 15 
Junior Leaders will be participating in the Nijmegen Marches 
in July; the Band and Highland Dancers are touring B.A.O.R, 
in August and a gymnastic team of 80 Junior Leaders is taking 
part in the Bath Tattoo in July. If you would like to know more 
of the activities at Denbury why not write to the Editor of the 
Junior Mercury, whom we are sure would be delighted to send 
you a monthly copy for only 5d. 

We shall all be very sorry to say farewell to R.S.M. S. G. 
Pavey who is leaving us on promotion to Quartermaster and 
we wish him and his wife, Elsie, the best of good fortune in 
the future. 

[Photo; Courtesy Nicholas Home Ltd. 

J./R.S.M. R. A. Jakins receives the Commanding Officers Trophy 

[Photo: Courtesy Nicholas Home Ltd. 
The Commonwealtli Trophy to Francisca Troop, J./Corporal R. 

Spree. R.S.M. S. G. Pavey In background 

192 T H E W I R E , J U N E 1 9 6 3 



[Photos: Courtesy Nicholas Home Ltd. 

Graduation List — April 1963 

Name 
Training 
Regiment 

Pre-selected 
Trade Troop 

R. F. Bauwens 
I. Tiplady 
R. N . Mitchell 
C. J. B. Dixon 
A. Benson 
C. N. Brumfield 
R. M. Monton 
M. V. Boizot 

8th 
8th 

24th 
24th 
24th 
24th 
24th 
24th 

Technician 
Radio Relay Man 
Telegraph Op 
Telegraph Op 
Staff Op 
Comcen Op 
Comcen Op 
Telegraph Op 

Kukri 
» 

D. Shaw 
J. McGookin 
A. V. Hargreaves 
T. E. Lyth 
G. T . Salvona 
F. K . Perkins 
K. A. Berrington 

8th 
8th 

24th 
24th 
24th 
24th 
24th 

Technician 
Lineman 
Telegraph Op 
Telegraph Op 
Telegraph Op 
Radio Op 
Comcen Op 

Iron 
>» 

j> 
>y 

D. J. Wiseman 
A. Dryhurst 
R. L. Hassall 
C. J. Maloney 
W. J. D. Winder 
A. Younger 
B. G. Davies 

8th 
8th 

24th 
24th 
24th 
24th 
24th 

Technician 
Radio Relay Man 
Staff Op 
Staff Op 
Staff Op 
Staff Op 
Comcen Op 

Quadrant 

» 

J. A. Dewhurst 
C. A. Tunks 
A. Wiscombe 
A. K. Powell 
R. N. K. Couper 
F. P. Chapman 
M. A. Chaffey 
L. G. Laming 
W. H. B. McLeod 
J. W. Martin 

8th 
8th 
8th 

24th 
24th 
24th 
24th 
24th 
24th 
24th 

Technician 
Technician 
Technician 
Radio Op 
Staff Op 
Staff Op 
Comcen Op 
Comcen Op 
Comcen Op 
Comcen Op 

Jerboa 
» 

>i 
j> 

» 
9> »» 

M. S. Perkins 
L. Bitms 
W. D. Hatton 
B. M. Douglas 
M. G. Healy 
B. J. Barnard 
P. J. Salloway 
C. S. Holton 
J. M. W. Richardson 
N. E. Dean 
T . W. Allison 
P. Wraith 

8th 
8th 
8th 
8th 
8th 

24th 
24th 
24th 
24th 
24th 

224 Sqn 
224 Sqn 

Technician 
Radio Relay Man 
Radio Relay Man 
Lineman 
Lineman 
Telegraph Op 
Telegraph Op 
Staff Op 
Staff Op 
Staff Op 
Special Op 
Special Op 

Javelin 
3» 
3> 
3) 
3) 
» 

» >y 

3> 
>» 

M. J. Cowling 
R. Greenwood 
R. S. Mawer 
W. Ridley 
J. Proctor 
S. McKechnie 
M. P. Mandy 

8th 
24th 
24th 
24th 
24th 
24th 

224 Sqn 

Radio Relay Man 
Telegraph Op 
Telegraph Op 
Radio Op 
Staff Op 
Comcen Op 
Special Op 

Romulus 

>» 

B. H. Green 
M. J. Smith 
G. M. Keogh 
R. Spree 
P. M. Allen 
J. R. Lingard 

8th 
8th 
8th 
8th 

24th 
24th 

Radio Relay Man 
Radio Relay Man 
Radio Relay Man 
Radio Relay Man 
Comcen Op 
Comcen Op 

Francisca 
M 
» 

» 

P. Hill 
B. K. Harp 
H. D . Paton 
P. S. Birchall 

24th 
24th 
24th 

224 Sqn 

Telegraph Op 
Telegraph Op 
Telegraph Op 
Special Op 

Kohima 
» 

L. M. Hewson 
M. T. Robertson 
R. A. Jakins 
P. J. Quinn 

24th 
24th 
24th 
24th 

Radio Op 
Comcen Op 
Staff Op 
Radio Op 

White Spear 
»» 

P. R. Worboys 
W. M. Sykes 
P. Burdes 
M. E. Castle 
P M. Castle 
R. F. Wellington 

24th 
24th 
24th 
24th 
24th 
24th 

Radio Op 
Radio Op 
Staff Op 
Comcen Op 
Comcen Op 
Comcen Op 

White Swan 
» 

33 

33 
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The Graham-Jones Memorial Skhean Dhu is presented 

Ten Tors 1963 
On 31st May some 1,600 young people will assemble at 

Denbury for the annual T e n Tors expedition, sponsored and 
organised by the Junior Leaders Regiment. T h e actual expedi-
tion takes place on the ist and 2nd of June and this year's entry 
will be the " b i g g e s t " yet. 

Since its inception in 1960 T e n Tors has increased in popu-
larity. 1960 saw 21 teams or 126 competitors taking part. This 
year 272 teams or 1,632 competitors will be taking part. 

The expedition takes place on what has been described as 
the vast wilderness of Dartmoor. Teams are required to visit 
ten of the granite outcrops known as Tors in a given order and 
covering distances up to sixty miles. Teams have 36 hours in 
which to complete this task and of this time 10 hours must be 
spent resting. Last year's results prove that -this is no mean 
test, less than half d the teams that entered completed the 
course. 

Teams taking part in the expedition consist of six young 
people, the teams are divided into three main groups—girls 
aged 14 to 20 and boys from 14 to 16 who have to cover 35 
miles. Youths aged from i 6 - i 8 who have to cover 50 miles, 
and young men aged from 18-20 who have to cover 60 miles. 

Teams may come from all walks of life. This year's entry 
list shows much variation—Schools, Boy Scouts, Army Cadet 
Force, Air Training Corps, Police Cadets, Junior Leaders, 
R.A.F. and R.N. Cadets, and many private entries making up 
the total. The expedition will start at Hayton and finish at 
Okehampton. 

During the evening of the 2nd June a T e n Tors Jamboree 
will be held at E>enbury for the, by then, weary competitors. 
T h e Regimental Band will " Beat Retreat," Highland dancers 
will perform and many other ^displays and sideshows will be 
available. T h e prizegiving will be held during the morning of 
3rd June, and once team members have collected their 
" coveted " T e n Tors medal Denbury will return to normal 
until this time next year. 

Message from Lieutenant-General Sir John Hackett, K.C.B., 
C.B.E., D.S.O., M.C., Deputy Chief of the Imperial General Staff: 

The Ten Tors expedition is a tough and exciting adventure 
which offers a challenge to courage, endurance and ingenuity. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Holifield and the Junior Leaders Regi-
ment of the Royal Corps of Signals have set a most interesting 
test. No one could describe it as easy but it should be within 
the capabilities of all competitors. Those who complete the 
course successfully will have reason to be pleased with their 
achievement. 

In Great Britain today opportunities for adventure away 
from the cities and the factories are not as plentiful as they 
were. I am sure that all who take part in the 1963 Ten Tors 
expedition will make the most of this one and enjoy it 
thoroughly. 

J. W. HACKETT. 
5th March, 1963. 
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ARMY APPRENT ICES SCHOOL 

Graduation Day 

Wth April 1963 

Devizes to Westminster Canoe Race T h e Spring Term this year terminated with the Graduation 
Day on Wednesday, loth April, 1963. A further 53 senior 
term apprentices passed out into man's service. 

T h e reviewing officer on the occasion was Major-General G . 
F. Upjohn, C.B.E., G.O.C., Yorkshire District. Despite the 
cold north-west wind and a fine drizzle, many parents and rela-
tions attended the ceremony. T o all apprentices leaving, may 
we say " g o o d luck in the years ahead." Prizewinners for the 
Senior Term were as follows: 

A r m y Commain ler ' s P r i z e — " For all round 
ExceUence": A / T R.S.M. C. E. Williams (Telegraph 
Technician). 

<'oiiimaniIant'N P r i z e — " F o r conduct, discipline and 
Example " : A / T Sergeant T . Houston (Radio Technician). 

.Sil^iial Officcr-i i i -Chief 's Awa r i l— " B e s t all round 
tradesman of the T e r m " : A / T Corporal P. M. Barry (Radio 
Technician). 

r o l onc i <'oinmaii(lant*.s A w a r d — " B e s t all round 
soldier/tradesman of the T e r m " : A / T C.S.M. R. A. 
James (Radio Technician). 

T R A D E PII IZE*« 

lli'Nl Ali-ltoiiiiil T r adpsman i>f .Senior T e r m 
Telegraph Operator 
Line Technician ... 
Telegraph Technician 
Radio Technician ... 

A / T Lance-Corporal R. Williams 
A / T Lance-Corporal M. S. Still 
A / T J. C. McDonald 
A / T Corporal P. M. Barry 

A/T C.S.M. Warman receives the Champion Company Cup 

Priz<^»« A w a r d e d by (lie I toyal Signal CorpK 
Committee 

(To A/T who have made best use of their opportunities at 
the School) 

A / T R.S.M. C. E. Williams 
A / T J. W . Oliver 
A / T C.S.M. D. 1. Larkman 
A / T M. J. Crane 

Telegraph Technician 
Line Technician ... 
Radio Technician ... 
Telegraph Operator 

Major-General G. F. Upjohn, C.B.E., wi th the A/T R.S.M. and 
C.S.M.s 

l lo rong l i of H a r r o g a t e P r i z e 
(Best Essay on Local Government) 

A / T R.S.M. C. E. Williams (Telegraph Technician) 
A / T B. P. Black (Telegraph Technician) 

( ' f iampion <'om|iany <'ii|i 
Penney House—O.C., Major S. S. E. Miller, M.B.E. 

C.S.M. W . O . H Wilson, Duke of Wellingtons. 

llaiidN 
This term the three bands competed in the Army Junior 

Drama and Music Festival. TTie results were that the Pipe 
Band won the Festival with 92 points, followed by A.A.S., 
Aborfield, with 88 points. 

I l r a m a f'liili 
In the same festival, the School came second in the play 

section, being beaten by R.A.S.C. Junior Leaders by only one 
point. A / T Chambers was selected as the best individual 
actor. 

C A I V O K I I V e j 

This term has seen the reward for great effort put into this 
activity. In spite of the restriction to training, owing to frozen 
rivers until late in the term, our crews entered for the Devizes to 
Westminster canoe race—Junior Section. 

There were 81 entries for the race; out of this number 52 
crews completed the course, including all ours who entered. 
The only crew previously to set up a faster time than that of 
our first two crews home was composed of international 
canoeists, who returned a time of 18 hrs. 15 mins. Our crew, 
which gained fourth position this year, would have won the 
race in every previous year, with the exception of one. The 
School was also awarded the Team Trophy for the fastest 
team of four junior crews, in an average time of I9hrs. symins. 
A / T Irving and Harrison received the Wiltshire Gazette Shield 
and medals for gaining first place, and A / T Lunn and Barker 
medals for being placed second. The course is from Devizes to 
Westminster, which is 125 miles, with 77 portages (that is, to 
lift the canoe from the water and carry it around a lock to the 
next open water). 

We congratulate all the crews who took part and did so well. 

194 T H E W I R E , J U N E 1 9 6 3 



The Devizes to Westminster Canoe Race, 
Easter, 1963 

In 1961 we entered the race for the first time, after very 
hurried preparations and very little training. T w o of our three 
crcws completed the 125-mile race with 77 portages, and they 
were placed 13th and 15th. 

Last year we entered six racing canoes and were placed 
2nd, 4th, 6th, 7th and 13th, an excellent result, considering 
that there were 61 entries and that competition was greater 
than before. 

Our training for the race this year was hampered by the 
weather. From the end of November until 15th March, the 
Yorkshire rivers were frozen and there was no canoeing. T h e 
only training possible was for fitness, and this was carried out 
ihree times each week under the eye of Captain Crook who, in 
1961, recorded the record time of 2ohrs. 37mins. for the Senior 
I).W. Eventually the thaw came and we canoed as often and for 
as long as possible, raising a very fair crop of blisters on soft 
liands. At the end of March the crews were able to paddle 
the course of the race and this proved invaluable later. 

On Good Friday the crews were quieter than usual as we 
rode through the Imber training ground to Devizes from the 
School of Infantry, where we had stayed the night. The 
canoes had been inspected, kit carefully checked, and there 
was an air of determination and expectancy mixed with relief 
that the day had actually arrived. 

The car park at Devizes was bustling, as usual. There were 
hurried greetings to friends, as rivals met at the same place as 
in previous years, quiet inspection of crews that we thought 
would offer stiff opposition, and kit checks. A / T Burnett and 
Brill, our support party, went to the start to check timings of 
other crews, so that we would know the relative positions at 
the end of the day. 

We allowed the bulk of the other entrants to start before 
Jutting our crews on the water. Every minute a Senior or 

, funior crew paddled away, down the straight of the Kennett and 
Avon canal, lined with weed and laced with debris, on the 
long, hard journey to London. 

Soon after 9 a.m. our first crew put into the water, and the 
remainder followed at a few minutes interval. As they moved 
up to the starter, they checked their steering and trim. Hall 
and Cragg, the fifth crew away,- paddled a few strokes and 
then drifted, out of control, to the opposite bank—tiller broken. 
In they came, out with the canoe, anxiously we inspected the 
damage. Mendable! A sigh of relief, out with the tools, 
and in a few minutes a new piece of wood was cut and screwed 
on to the broken filler. If this had happened a few minutes 
later, a lot of time would have been lost and Cragg would have 
had difficulty in steering the canoe. 

Along the canal, crews were jockeying with each other for 
the first 15 miles to the locks. Our six crews were going well, 
passing the slower crews and the racing canoes which had set 
off just before them. T h e six K2s entered by H.M.S. Caledonia 
were moving quickly, the apprentices from Halton going quite 
well in their six new boats, and the Police Cadets from Corn-
wall and the Metropolitan Police looked strong and fast. Our 
crews moved up steadily, encouraged by our three support 
groups as often as possible, until they reached the locks. Here 
the value of the recce became apparent; our boys would 
frequently pass two other canoes on a portage as they moved 
with confidence and speed. Caledonia began to look weary as 
Harrison and Irving moved through their crews, closely fol-
lowed by Lunn and Barker, with the other four Harrogate crews 
not far behind. Lock after Lock was portaged, the field became 
wider spread, but the green weed checked progress, and the 
canal water was still like porridge to paddle in. 

As the day wore on, crews gained more ground, and we 
checked them in at Newbury, very content with their times. 
They unloaded their kit and dragged their weary bodies to 
the camp site—34 miles and 36 locks behind them. 

On the Saturday we were reinforced by the presence of our 
C-ommodore, complete with loud hailer and cine camera. T h e 
crews responded to the cine camera and looked very fit as they 
put into the water, practically the last to leave Newbury. T h e 
pattern was similar to that of Good Friday, but our superiority 
was more marked as the other crews tired quite rapidly. After 
19 miles Reading was reached, and now the flow of the Thames 
nave some help. T h e six Harrogate crews swept through all but 
lour of the other canoes and it was difficult to check them 

A.A.S. Harrogate—Devizes-Westminster Canoe Race Team 

Mass Start on the Final Day from Ham 

r r . - T -

Approaching Marsh Lock 
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On the Kennet Canal 

as they were moving so quickly. Harrison and Kirkman were 
paddling beautifully; Shergold and Strong, though tired, were 
moving well, and Frith and Wood were maintaining a steady 
pace and portaging well. The three front crews were astound-
ing us by their speed, and soon we lost the other supporters 
and found parking by bridges easy for the first time. Of the 
first ten canoes at Marlow six were ours. Another 36 miles 
and 28 locks completed. 

The third day, the 37 miles from Marlow to Teddington, was 
virtually a repetition of the Saturday. Quickly through the 
ruck, then on, very tired now, to reach Teddington at an aver-
age speed of about six miles an hour. We were extremely lucky 
—three of our boats were holed, none seriously, and all in the 
watertight compartments, so that the canoes, though very 
heavy, still floated. 

On Easter Monday we were blocked by some slower canoes 
at the massed start of the 17-mile paddle down the tideway, but 
Lunn and Barker managed to break quickly and held the lead 
to Westminster, with Irving and Harrison paddling very strongly 
to finish soon behind them. Quickly the other canoes arrived 
at County Hall, had a shower, breakfast, and were soon going 
their various ways on leave, to rest. The results: 

ist A / T Lance-Corporal Harrison and A / T Irving 
znd A / T Lunn and Barker 
4th A / T Corporal Craggs and A / T Hall 
6th A / T Lance-Corporal Kirkman and A / T Harrison 
8th A / T Lance-Corporals Strong and Shergold 

loth A / T Frith and Wood 

Time 
I9hrs. iimins. 
I9hrs. 
20hrs. 
20hrs. 
20hrs. 
2lhrs, 

25mins. 
27mins. 
43mins. 
59mins. 
26mins. 

3 H . q . a n d S I G I V A L R E G I M E I V T 

A Recipe—" Lifeline Omelette" 

Prepare serving and cooking implements, take about six 
comcen ops., one or two supervisors, only one technician, a 
company sergeant-major in the Scots Guards, with a small hand-
ful of clerks and staff operators, add sufficient radio and tele-
graph operators and beat into a working mixture. Sprinkle with 
a few officers, and the mixture is ready for a thorough washing 
with fresh rain water and then cooking! Under such methods 
of preparation, the Regiment moved out to its field locations 
for a joint exercise with a Group H.Q. of the Royal Air Force 
for Exercise " Lifeline." A n interesting exercise, although the 
" static" living accommodation provided by the R.A.F. at 
Odiham for the officers and sergeants fell far short of the 
standards provided for the men in a " hangar " on the airfield! 
Even then, the numerous Arab-type tents and " lean-to's" 
which appeared in the hangar over night, proved once more 
the ability of the British soldier to adapt himself to local sur-
roundings and gain as much comfort as possible under difficult 
conditions. Rain was our constant companion, and even the 
C.O.'s idea of trapping the rain in a groundsheet at the receiver 
site at Keevil, didn't work w h e n — 
the groundsheet burst under the strain. T h e exercise was, how-
ever, we believe, successful, and it was with great pleasure that 

we worked alongside 638 Air Formation Signal Troop, the 
R.A.F. and the R.A.F. Regiment. 

Panic Parties 

Here's a game not everyone has the opportunity to p lay— 
but we are becoming quite good at it. T h e rules are quite 
simple, and if anyone cares to " have a go," the basics are as 
follows: You may only start when the host piermits. A good 
time for beginning, for would-be hosts, is about half-past four 
on Fridays or eleven o'clock on any Sunday or public holiday. 
Here's what you have to do. Gather up from railways stations, 
public houses, homes, bingo sessions, or simply married quarters, 
a small handful of people such as go to make the ingredients 
for the " Lifeline Omelette," above. Bring them all into camp 
and check their documents. Get the Quartermaster to come 
in and issue them with K . D . (and then after a couple of hours 
persuade him to exchange it for O.G.). T h e Medical Officer 
will be only too pleased to come in and practise his " three-in-
a - b e d " arrows for smallpox, yellow fever and T .A.B .T . triple 
for them all. Finally, brief them with a few vague ideas, just 
to keep them in the picture. That about completes the game, 
except to say that the host should normally put a time limit 
on it of about twelve hours. All that remains then is to " stand 
them by " for usually about a month (but don't excuse them 
any other duties during this period), and then the host can 
call the game off. If, however, the host wants to go the whole 
way, he may care to actually send them away, but, if this 
happens, send a personal envoy to Reading to see about getting 
some replacements, because you may never see those men 
again. 

Our Man in the Far East 
We still have a detachment in F A R E L F , after playing this 

game, enjoying a pleasant sunshine tour; perhaps one day 
we shall see them again. 

Our Man in the Bazaar 
Despite a grand first attempt at bargaining in the bazaar, our 

man. Captain G . Ferrier, still had to settle for breakfast at 
1 1 / - ! Our man had been over to see how we were all likely 
to get on later in the year, when we are all going on a brief 
sunshine tour. 

Walk out at Bulford 
If others (who shall be nameless) can get away with i t — 

why not us? And what's more, we have on two occasions! 
Publicity was very slight, being announced only in Regimental 
Daily Orders, and we managed to avoid the Press. Both 
walk-outs occurred in the early mornings, when, headed by 
the C.O. and the R.S.M., the Regiment walked out on the 
start of a long series of cross-country route marches to " get fit." 

Home ? 
Soon we shall be moving to our second temporary " home," 

the " home " we left not long ago, but not the " home " we 
shall eventually come " home " to, when our " home " is finally 
built in 196 . . . Hard to understand? Yes, it is, here at " home," 
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too, but summer is at long last on its way. T h e trees are 
beginning to fill up those empty spaces and the grass becomes 
more inviting to the mower and shears each day. Shirt-sleeeve 
order is scheduled to come in on the 2oth of this month and 
go out on about the 25th. British Summer Time didn't some-
how get through to the C.O., who arrived for church as every-
one was leaving! We can only hope that winter time finds 
its way through all right later on in the year. 

The Old and the Bold 
Saturday, i6th Marph, saw the annual reunion dinner of the 

3rd Divisional Signals, held in the Victory Club, London. The 
Regiment was well represented on the occasion, and it was in-
deed a great pleasure to meet and talk to veterans of the 3rd, 
to hear of Bulford in the early days, and to listen to stories of 
the Corps in by-gone years. T o old members of the Regiment 
who have already joined the Reunion Club, we would say 
'"please keep in touch," and to those who did not have the 
opportunity to join—we will be only too pleased to give you 
full particulars. When all is said and done (and perhaps this 
is a fitting way to end this month) the 3rd is about the oldest 
in the Corps? 

4 t h I t K G I M E N T 
B . F . I ' . O . 1 5 

Now that most of the " big noises" in the Regiment have 
had their crack at writing THE WIRE notes, they looked around 
for yet another sort of person to perform the task. Second-
Lieutenant " X " was " suggested," a fresh product from 
Catterick, and by a unanimous vote of one, and because I 
wasn't there to contest the issue, the editorial mantle fell about 
my shoulders. 

Being newly posted to the Regiment, after a two month 
" winter ho l iday" course in Norway, I am fairly often asked 
one question: " What is it like to go straight into an integrated 
Regiment?" Once the initial shock of seeing vast numbers of 
soldiers all wearing different cap badges, and all looking as if 
they work here, wears off, the whole thing becomes very simple. 
T o attract the attention of a soldier, who may be a Signalman, 
a Gunner, or a Private, so as not to hurt the poor fellow's feel-
ings, one must resort to the use of " Oi, you," or " I say, there," 
depending on the speed of the reaction sought. 

We had a very quiet start to the month, with nothing of 
note happening before the Easter break. At this time two 
W.V.S. trips were organised, one to Amsterdam and the other 
to Berlin. It was not long after Easter, however, before we 
went out on exercise. Out with us were a dozen C.C.F. Cadets, 
and also the C.O.'s two sons. Main H.Q. was quickly set up 
alongside a very beautiful " Schloss-cum-country club," which 
even had a moat. T h e waiter-service Officers' Mess and bar 
was established in a circular, marble-floored room, complete 
with round table and red velvet chairs. So successful was this 
location, that on subsequent moves at least one part of the 
Division " found " its way to the Schloss. 

Amongst the most popular people on the exercise was a 
certain Troop Commander who led the advance party to the 
new location—and 10 km. beyond it. He claimed he beat the 
route markers. The other, a young subaltern who, for reasons 
best known to himself will remain anonymous, calmly briefed 
and directed a Canadian L.O. to a position 40 miles in the 
wrong direction. Some two hours later the subaltern received 
a personal and confidential dispatch, complete with illustrating 
cartoon, explaining his mistake. What a goddamned sense of 
humour that Canadian guy must have had! 

In the " socks and shirts" department, a really thorough 
board has been taking place. When Staff Sergeant Scott was 
asked why he looked so miserable, he replied: " How would 
you feel if a board counts the number of nails you have, finds 
you have two surplus, and makes you take them on charge." 
Well, how would you? 

And so to sport. T h e month of April caused quite a stir 
in the sports store, in the form of oiling cricket bats in anticipa-
tion of the coming season. But that does not mean to say that 
we have finished with games that are usually associated with 
the winter months. We have arranged a number of hockey 
fixtures for the summer, and we are going ahead to form a 
cup-winning soccer team for next year by holding a series 
of trial matches. T h e results of these, up to now, have been 
very favourable, and when the " Trotman Babes " go on tour 

next year, they hope to draw large crowds. Whilst on the 
subject of soccer, a game worthy of mention was the one 
between the Warrant Officers' and Sergeants' Mess and a Ger-
man team from Bielefeld. As the civilian players were all 
over 30, and all possessed " corporations" that would make a 
certain ex-R.S.M. jealous, our team thought that they were on 
to a good thing and immediately backed themselves to win. 
However, when they had lost the match 3 — i , and their money, 
both teams adjourned to the Mess, where everyone had a very 
good evening. Although our team lost, it was presented with 
a bouquet of carnations and a very nice thermometer. 

After a very successful season, in which only half-a-dozen 
games were lost, out of a total of thirty-five played, a party 
of rugger players travelled to Catterick for their Easter tour. 
Expectations were high, despite the loss of one of the wing-
threequarters, who broke his leg just before the team set off. 
However, the Training Regiments proved to be as strong as 
was reported, and the games against 8th Regiment and 24th 
Regiment were lost 2 7 — 1 1 and 1 1 — o respectively. For the 
third and final game of the short tour, the team travelled to 
Ripon to play 38th Corps Engineer Regiment. T h e rain 
poured down and the ground became heavy and slippery, 
normally our best conditions, but with four of the regular pack 
missing, the Sappers won convincingly, 14—6. Despite the 
singular lack of success, the team enjoyed the tour and seeing 
Catterick again. 

During the month we said goodbye to Lieutenant M. E. G. 
Chandler, who was off to the Training Brigade, and we 
welcomed Captain J. B. Booth, who had come to be our new 
Adjutant. 

Next month will see the start of cricket, another exercise, a 
visit by the C.-in-C., and a host of other events, presented 
for you by yet another editor, whose talent will not go by 
untapped. 

T H E W E L F A R E S E C T I O N STILL R E Q U I R E S 

M O R E C L O T H I N G 

Fords for the Forces,.. 

PURCHASE TAX FREE FORDS 
For years Welbeck have pioneered the sale of Fords to Service people. 
T h e rules are simple. If you are to be posted overseas soon you can buy 
a tax-free Ford, run it in England six months prior to your departure 
(sometimes twelve months). So long as you keep the car overseas for at 
least a year, and for two years when you return, you escape Purchase 
T a x altogether. Don't forget, if you're already serving abroad, it is still 
worthwhile buying your car from us and having it shipped out to you. 
Hire Purchase can be arranged although the car is leaving the country 
and, of course, we will accept you^art-exchange. Write to Pauline 
Johnstone for details. 

WELBECK § MOTORS 
109 C R A W F O R D S T R E E T , L O N D O N , W . l 

T e l : W E L B E C K 0561 
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T H E Q U E E N ' S B I R T H D A Y PARADE 22nd Apri l , 1963 
An unusual sight to be seen on Vimy Square on this day was a battery of 25 pounders from 272 (M) Regiment R.A. T.A., which was to fire 

a 21-gun salute on the occasion of the Queen's Birthday 

11th R E G I M E N T 

Greetings once again from Spring-like Catterick. 
This month we have news of the Corps Band, some spec-

tacular canoeing, a report of a night exercise, with several 
recruits' views, and many other interesting items of news and 
views. 

First ly , Exe rc i se « N ight H a w k V I I I » 
On Friday night 5th April, 9 and 10 Recruit Troops took 

part as enemy in 8th Regiment's defensive exercise in the 
Hauxwell Moor area. Unfortunately, extremely poor weather 
conditions cut the exercise short, and aU our well-laid plans for 
glorious fighting patrols were curtailed, and we hastily organised 
a furious aU out " barrage " along one flank of 8th Regiment's 
perimeter. One doubts if the recruits really knew what was 
going on (perhaps nobody did for that matter!) but certainly 
they all had positive reactions to the night's venture. 

T h e recruits were asked to write notes on their experiences, 
and here, with their permission, are a few examples.—^Are 
there perhaps a few Hemmingways here? 
Signalman L. Jeffery—" Men of Action. 

" Men of Action," " Soldiers of the Sixties," and other names 
besides, scattered about the daily papers, were rumbled from 
our lips as we, the gallant 100 of 9 and 10 Troops, shufHed 
slowly forward in pouring rain to attack No. 8 Regiment. With 
fear in our hearts and a huge S.L.R. in our hands, we stumbled 
into httle holes, big holes, and ones I thought I would never 
get out of. 

Signalman B. W. Sham.—"Invasion in Diamond Formation." 
One of the most fearful events of the whole operation was 

an invasion by sheep! Not only did they make a very clever 
approach in diamond formation upon us, but their final attack. 

harassed by their commander, a black sheepdog, was particularly 
disturbing, as we and the remains of the camp lay directly in 
their path. 

I have, I must say, never enjoyed cold, soggy fish and chips 
so much in all my life. Eaten out of mud-stained hands and 
put into a dirty charcoal-stained mouth, without, I repeat, 
without salt and vinegar, and the customary small piece of 
lemon, one would think they would be vile. Quite to the 
contrary, they tasted delicious. 

Signalman V. J. Lote.—" Good Samaritans " 
During the operation we came across three of 8th Regiment 

with Bren guns and ammunition; when we approached them 
they just stood up without firing a shot. T h e patrol leader 
said " Y o u are prisoners," and they all turned round and said 
" thank goodness." 

Signalman A. E. Hepburn.—"Football Crazy" 
Sergeant Sixsmith thought the funniest thing about the 

exercise was that he got out of it and went to play in 
an Army Trial football match instead! 

Corps B a n d Notes 
B Y L A N C E - C O R P O R A L K . C O O M B E R 

For the Corps Band, the past month has been one of 
rumour and speculation; some rumours have materiahsed, whilst 
others have died a natural death or have been overcome by 
further speculation. 

A hint that we were to get nine days' leave in March/April, 
believed by few at first, turned out to be true, and breught 
to the Band a warm feeling of anticipation. 

Many talk of two tours abroad this year (we have been un-

t : 

W A R R A N T OFF ICERS A N D S E R G E A N T S MESS I l t h S I G N A L R E G I M E N T ( D E P O T ) M A R C H 1963 
Rear Row : Staff Sergeant R. A . C. Drake , Sergeant K. H . R. Dale, Staff Sergeant D . W a d e , Sergeant F. S. Small , Sergeant W . F. Ki lburn, Sergeant R, L . 
Danells, Sergeant R. W . W e b s t e r , Sergeant R. W . Cox, Sergeant D. S. M c N a b , Sergeant A . G. W o o d e n , Sergeant R. Gore , Sergeant A . A . Agnew, Staff 

Sergeant B. R. Jolley, Staff Sergeant D . W . Newsham, Sergeant W . H . Reeves, Sergeant B. A . Broad. 
Centre Row : Sergeant J. D . Ot ley , Staff Sergeant A . R. H i l l , Sergeant K. Sixsmith, Sergeant J. Cole, Sergeant L. Dooley, Colour Sergeant S. M . N o r r i s , 
Sergeant G. M . Chapman, Sergeant B. Young, Staff Sergeant P. Gi l l , Colour Sergeant B. J. Franks, Sergeant D . A . Tennant , Colour Sergeant J. G. H o w a r t h 

Sergeant T . Magowan, Sergeant E. A . Brewer , Staff Sergeant J. B. Llndsell, Staff Sergeant T . C. Cran, Sergeant T . H . - H a s s e t t 
Front Row : Staff Sergeant T . Cushen, S.S.M. P. D. Moloney, B.E.M., S.S.M. G. J. Emery , S.S.M. B. T . Lord, S.S.M. G. W . Mercer , R .Q .M.S . W . R. Barnes 
W . O . I E. H . W . Keay, L ieutenant Colonel S. W . Brackenbury, M.B.E., R.S.M. M . H a m , Capta in M . E. Bradbury, W . O . I G. Chapman, B.E.M., R .Q .M.S . 
4. D . King, S.S.M. E. D. George, W . O . I I R. A . Gravel ing, W . O . I I J. K. A . Latko, O . R . Q . M . S . E. O r m o n d , Staff Sergeant R. G i lder 

On Strength—Not Shown : W . O . I I J. Crabt ree , W . O . I I R. B. Mi l ls , Staff Sergeant H . W . Clarke, Staff Sergeant W . Nal lon , Colour Sergeant E. N . Crovr, 
£ ta f f Sergeant G. M , Byrne, Sergeant R. Sampson, Sergeant P. D. Stowe, Sergeant D. C. A tk in , Sergeant T . E. W e b b , Sergeant D . Mc ln ty re , Sergeant 
J . Fogarty , Sergeant A . J. Tookey,VSergeant S. R. Parry , Sergeant D. Hol l ing , Sergeant D. R. Daniels, Sergeant R. L. Clarence, Sergeant C. W e l l s , 

Sergeant J. Brown, R.M. , Sergeant R. W , Townsend 



able to fit one in since 1960), provided an air of expectancy 
amongst us, but recent information received by members of 
the Band " grapevine" indicates that this year, at any rate, 
we shall N O T venture overseas. 

The touring season is almost with us, and rooms in the 
Band Block which house Touring Band members are once 
again scenes of frenzied activity. Clothes-buying on a large 
scale goes on at this time of the year when these Touring Band 
chaps prepare for the tour, and life in general is utter con-
fusion. " T . B . " ? — p e r h a p s ; it certainly seems like a disease. 
Cases and hold-alls appear by the dozen and are tested for 
strength; an occasional bit of stitching is done here and there 
in the hope that this or that bag may last just one more season. 
Battered tennis racquets, swimming trunks, sun-glasses, bottles 
of suntan lotion and a host of other beach " necessities," begin 
to appear from beneath beds, backs of lockers, and from out 
of the various sea-trunks which seem so essential a part of the 
touring men's equipment. Librarian Cori»ral Ken Stobbs can 
be seen rushing around his library, counting, checking and re-
pairing sheets of music, while Sergeant Donnell hastily tries to 
sort out the confusion of who is staying where at Eastbourne, 
and why Musician " X " doesn't want to stay with Mrs. " Z " 
at Scarborough this year. 

Amid the disorder, however, people are still leaving us and 
others are joining our ranks. This month we have said good-
bye to three'of our cornet players. Musicians Wilson, Bucknall 
and Quick. We wish them well in their endeavours in the big 
world outside. Corporal Spencer, well-known and much re-
spected in and around Catterick, is due to leave us shortly. 
Having come to us from the Royal Army Medical Corps some 
years ago, he has earned the admiration of us all for his 
successes in the musical world by way of having gained a 
degree in music (B.Mus.) and an F.R.C.O. (Fellowship, Royal 
College of Organists). His modesty and reserved" nature prevent 
us from knowing what he intends to do in " Civvy Street," but 
we are certain that whatever he does, he will make a grand 
success of it. 

Recent arrivals include Musicians Drummond and Watson, 
and the ranks of the juniors have been swelled by Junior 
Musicians Toward (brother to the famous Ivan) and Fox. 

Before I close, I must just mention the very successful 
band dinner and dance, arranged by the Social Club, which 
was held in a Richmond Hotel on 24th April. This was an 
enjoyable evening with a good attendance. T h e committee was 
especially pleased to see that so many of the married men 
brought their good ladies to grace our tables. Some of the 
single men didn't do too badly either; Musician Fowls brought 
three lovelies with him! He won't do that again as he nearly 
lost them in the rafHe! 

Erincipal guests included Brigadier and Mrs. Cox, Captain 
and Mrs. Pike. 

Indisputably the star of the evening was young Nicholas 
Pike, the Director's son, who throughout the entire proceedings 
slept gracefully in the Manager's Office. What a talent!—with 
an ability like that he'll make a first-class musician. 

Best Rec ru i t 
T h e latest in our long line 

of Best Recruits is Signal-
man F. W . Acton, of 9 
Troop, 3 Squadron. His 
home is in Fleetwood, Lan-
cashire, where he lives at 19, 
Westfield Avenue. 

Before joining the Army 
he was an Insurance Agent. 
This he found was not to his 
liking and he wanted the 
chance to see the world. 

He now faces the next 
rung of the ladder in his 
career, that of his Trade 
Training—which will be for 
a technical trade. After that 
he hopes for the chance of 
a posting to the Middle 
Fast. 

We publish the third "Recruits Eye V i e w " article written 
by Lieutenant F. R. Maynard. We hope you enjoy it. 

Signa lman F. W . A c t o n 

« A t Las t » 
The boot was lurking behind a " Brooms—Brush—Polishing." 

It was a " best b o o t " but it was not best enough and the Troop 
Sergeant had spared no detail telling the young recruit why it 
was not good enough. It appeared that the offending boot was 
found lacking in a number of points; notably shine. T h e amount 
of polish on the uppers, according to the eagle-eyed Sergeant, 
was conspicuous by its absent, and apparently there was enough 
dust in the welts to suggest a recent eruption by Vesuvius. 
T h e Sergeant had also registered surprise at finding copious 
quantities of earth stuck underneath the boot. 

With a resigned air the recruit retrieved the boot and 
endeavoured to bring it up to the magical standard required. 
He rather felt that if he never saw another boot in his life, he 
for one would not lose any sleep over it. 

Today was Pass-Off day, it was the day the whole Troop 
had been patiently waiting for and one they were never going 
to forget. After today they would be trained soldiers and the 
first chapter of their Army careers would be over—and not a 
minute before time either! It had been a long time coming; 
indeed, at one point they had serious doubts if it ever would. 
It seemed ages since they first arrived in the Regiment and 
anxiously inspected the place that was to be home for the next 
eights weeks or so, and wondered if it was going to be quite as 
bad as they had been told. 

On reflection they had to admit it hadn't been—or if it had 
they hadn't noticed it. There had been times, of course, when 
they seriously considered ah alternative career in the Air Force 
or the Navy'—or anything \ But they had all survived some-
how and soon it would be over. 

The recruit looked around the barrack room. It looked as 
though a typhoon had hit it. There was chaos and confusion 
everywhere, since five o'clock that morning he had been rushing 
around like the proverbial lubricated streak of lightning, hand-
ing in countless items of kit and trying to get himself ready for 
parade at the same time. He would first get started on the 
bayonet frog for the tenth time when the raucous bellow from 
the Corporal informed him his presence was required yet again 
in the Q.M. stores. Then the Sergeant would come round and 
ask him why he wasn't dressed yet. He could have thought of 
at least fifty good reasons why he wasn't ready but he tactfully 
refrained from telling the Sergeant. He doubted if he would 
get a very sympathetic hearing. 

But he soon finished handing in his kit and all that remained 
was to put his hat on and he was ready. It was quite remarkable, 
he thought, how quickly one managed to do anything. Of course 
there was always the threat of instant annihilation by the 
Troop Sergeant if one didn't do it quickly, but even so it gave 
one food for thought. 

Time was marching on, however, and the Sergeant invited 
them all to parade for a final inspection before marching on to 
the parade ground. Once more the unfortunate recruit's boots 
came under the intense scrutiny of the Troop Sergeant, and 
there followed the inevitable discussion and question and answer 
session. T h e recruit was not left in any doubt that the Sergeant 
had formed a low opinion of his capacity for shining boots—or 
anything else if it came to that. T h e recruit also gathered that 
it was only through the kindness of the Sergeant's heart that 
he was being allowed to parade at all. 

When all the preparation and touching up was finished they 
were marched on to the parade ground and meticulously 
dressed, looking across the parade ground they could see the 
spectators arriving and quickly picked out their own personal 
supporters. T h e friends and relatives on the other hand were 
not quite so successful. A t first glance every man on parade 
appeared to be identical and if little " W i l l y " was amongst 
them, with his very distin^ishable features, then the Army 
had done a remarkable job in disguising him as a soldier. But 
after a more intensive search little " Willy " was found to be the 
fourth man from the left in the centre rank. There was a 
moments confusion when the person standing underneath the 
hat in the front rank second from the right was also found to 
bear a striking resemblance to the aforementioned " Willy." 
However, they decided to settle on the shorter version in the 
centre rank. 

The M a r c h P a s t 
An order was given, and to the accompaniment of rousing 

martial music, he set off at a cracking pace, more or less at the 
same speed as the others. 

Turning at the bottom of the square he had an anxious 
moment when he thought he had taken an ind^endent line for 
the march past, but an angry snarl from behind advised him 
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to drop back and keep in line or, it would appear, the Sergeant's 
size eleven boot would find a resting place somewhere near 
the base of the recruit's back. He took the hint and rejoined 
the main body. 

He placed himself for the eyes right and when it came his 
head flashed round so fast his eyes nearly shot out of their 
sockets. When the Inspecting Officer came into his field of 
vision he fixed him with a fanatical stare until, glassy-eyed, 
he snapped round to the front again. 

T h e next movement on the programme was the advance in 
Review Order. A tricky movement this, with a difficult arith-
metical problem to be considered. It was a movement he had 
never really mastered, but he hadn't given up and he still had 
high hopes. This time he thought he really would try stopping 
on the fifteenth pace instead of the fourteenth or sixteenth, or 
even, as he did on one memorable occasion, the tenth, and 
nearly got trampled to death. 

It was a good effort, really, and his closest attempt to date. 
It was, in fact, on the fourteenth and a half pace he finally 
clashed to a halt on, quivering from boot to cap badge. 

T h e InsjKcting Officer gave permission to march off. T h e 
band struck up again and, fairly bursting with pride, he set 
off on the path that would take him not only off the parade 
ground but also out of his basic training. His head went up and 
his shoulders came back. It hadn't been an easy course, as well 
he knew, but he had done it, all of it. Just wait until he saw 
his parents afterwards. T h e things he had to tell them! 

Canoe ing—I t «po r t of the Devizes to Wes tmins t e r 
R a c e 

This Regiment has every intention of starting the ball rolling 
as far as competitive canoeing goes. The seeds were sown last 
year by two teams entering three national races and two well 
supported local races. T o keep teams together and in training 
is a problem nowadays, but with Lieutenant B. E. Brown, 
A.C.C. , and his canoeing clique, who have dubbed themselves 
" T h e Wet Ones," it is hoped that an expansionist programme 
can be developed through the year. By entering races and 
gaining experience, it is hoped that a serious attack can be 
made on the National Cong Distance Canoe Racing Programme 
in 1964. Much water will have to pass under the flashing 
paddles and many hours will be spent in the back of trucks to 
and from races before any serious attempts can be made. 
Although we do anticipate the odd surprise placing this year, 
1964 is going to see i i t h Regiment firmly on the canoeing map 
and in all the national events. 

T h e first attempt this year was the Devizes-Westminster 
Canoe Race, recognised as possibly the longest and toughest of 
its kind in the world. The teams this year were: Lieutenant 
N. A. Parker, R.A.E.C./Mr. I. Lewis, P B K 29; Lieutenant 
T . B. Scarff/Lance-Corporal D . Utting, R.E.M.E.—Wessex; 
Lieutenant A. S. Cheal/Sergeant B. Young, Royal Marines— 
Accord K 2 ; Lieutenant B. E. Brown, A.C.C./Lieutenant J. J. 
Cullen, Accord K2. 

After the big freeze-up which held up training, and as soon 
as the Regiment had acquired the second Accord K 2 and the 
Wessex Mk II, training sessions were held on The Tees and 
Lake Windermere. 

T h e original nucleus had to be changed, with Lance-Corporal 
Utting and Lieutenant Cullen'coming in at the last moment to 
keep the flag flying, and the team left on Wednesday afternoon 
for Devizes, with Sergeant Reeves driving. He proved in-
valuable, not only as a driver, but as general organiser, and 
during the race, whilst following the teams along the course, he 
actually assisted the manning of check points for the race 
officials and spurred on those with flagging spirits. 

Sergeant Reeves was also responsible for the dramatic rescue 
of a crew who went over a weir at Newbury in the dark. 

One fortunate member of the canoe was swept clear of the 
three-piece wreckage, whilst the other paddler became trapped 
in the sluice gates by the force of the water, with his head 
under the water. 

Although there were several on-lookers, no one except 
Sergeant Reeves had the presence of mind to go to the rescue. 
Sergeant Reeves ran to the weir, snatching up a length of timber 
as he went. This he used to prise the unconscious man's 
head above the water to prevent him drowning. Giving this 
task to someone else, he then entered the water with a rope 
which he tied round the canoeist's shoulders. The pressure of 
the water was so great that it was necessary for a nearby car 
to be used to tow the canoeist out of the sluice gate. 

Once on dry land. Sergeant Reeves gave artificial respiration 
to the rescued man until he regained consciousness. 

On Friday morning the P B K 29 and Wessex joined the 
initial early rush at 09.00 hours, and the two Accords left at 
midday. Al l crews going for the following evening high tide at 
Teddington, one of the most crucial factors in the race. After 
negotiating the flights of locks at Crofton and Bedwyn, and 
the eerie Savernake tunnel, everyone settled down to steady 
rhythmic paddling to Newbury. 

T h e four teams paddled through the night, which was par-
ticularly cold, and in fact by dawn a firm layer of ice had coated 
most of the craft. This night paddling was a great slowing 
factor for all teams, who had greatly over-estimated their 
paddling time in the hours of darkness. T h e following morn-
ing, beyond Reading, where the Kennet and Avon Canal entered 
the Thames, a strange effect of River Mist, about 5 feet deep, 
severely tried already tired eyes. 

One remarkable occurrence during this period occurred. 
Lieutenants Brown and Cullen simultaneously went to sleep in 
their K 2 and yet made a perfect landing at Sonning Lock, 
without capsizing and still paddling. A good example of sub-
conscious reflex reaction. 

By Marlow, Lieutenant Scarff and Lance-Corporal Utting 
had to drop out of the race, owing to Lance-Corporal Utting's 
severe chest cramp and exhaustion. And so on down the 
Thames, the rough water created by pleasure craft became 
noticeable at Maidenhead, which gave a trying time to the 
K2S, a solid stream of monologue being given to the less 
considerate cruisers. 

A t Windsor, Staines and Chertsey, the head wind also became 
a trying problem, requiring pretty hard work to keep afloat 
and make headway. 

Unfortunately, by late afternoon after canoeing nearly 91 
of the 125 miles. Lieutenant Cheal and Sergeant Young had to 
retire owing to severe cramp and a sprained wrist. 

T h e remaining K 2 arrived at Teddington about 19.20 hours 
and the P B K 29 at about 20.40 hours. Preparations were made 
here for the last l y j miles down the tideway, a stretch of water 
which must be treated with respect, as many accidents have 
occurred here and neither of the two crews wanted to come to 
grief on the last stretch. 

Actually, it was navigated without dramas, except that Big 
Ben has never been moved around so much, as every bend 
seemed to promise the old clock, " J u s t around the corner." 
Eventually it was sighted and Lieutenant Brown and Lieutenant 
Cullen completed the gruelling course in 34 hours 2 minutes, 
and Lieutenant Parker and Mr. Lewis in 38 hours 46 minutes, 
finishing 25th and 38th respectively from an entry of 92 canoes. 

N o w it is all over, what has it proved? It has proved that 
with a minimum of training and lots of guts it can be done in 
a reasonable time (Lieutenant Cullen had just returned from 
three weeks of illness and by finishing displayed a lot of sheer 
determination). T h e aim was not to try and compete with the 
" greats " of the race, but to finish and to prepare the ground-
work for an attempt for next year, and, as previously stated to 
stimulate canoeing interest in the Regiment. 

Analysis, many of the errors and snags of this year's race 
will give considerable strength to next year's attempt and the 
races in the B.C.U. Calendar. 

On Sunday, 28th April, 1963, the Regimental canoeing team 
participated in the Tees River Race, a national long distance 
race of the British Canoe Union, organised by Hartlepool Kayak 
Club. T h e teams results were as follows: 

Class I : K i , Lieutenant B. E. Brown, A.C.C., 2nd, 2 hours 
29 minutes. 

Class 4 A : P B K 15, Lance-Corporal Utting, R.E.M.E., 9th, 
3 hours 22 minutes 34 seconds. 

Class 5: Accord K2, Lieutenant A. S. Cheal/Sergeant B. 
Young, R.M., 2nd, 2 hours 29 minutes 19 seconds. 

Class 5: Accord K 2 , Lieutenant T . B. Scarff/Sergeant R. 
Danells, 3rd, 2 hours 31 minutes 23 seconds. 

T h e K i Class turned out to be a real ding-dong battle over 
the 15-mile course from Yarm to Stockton and back, the whole 
class constantly changing position. A t the half-way turn. 
Lieutenant Brown was 7 lengths clear of Mr. P. Lofthouse (a 
serious Olympics challenger), and managed to keep with him 
until Preston Park, when his rudder controls gave way, resulting 
in precious seconds being lost. Peter Lofthouse then streaked 
away upstream, leaving Lieutenant Brown to flounder up the 
rapids below Yarm, without a rudder, and leaving him i minute 
58 seconds behind at the finish. 
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" The K2S were not without incident," to quote Lieutenant 
T. B. Scarff referring to Sergeant Young and Lieutenant Cheal. 
" They pulled about two lengths clear of us chasing the leaders, 
and, on turning the bend, met considerable debris which had 
come up river on the tide. Whilst ploughing through this, they 
jammed the outboard rudder a i^ started to weave about the 
river in the most alarming fashion, finishing up at about 30° 
angle in a tree on the bank, and as we passed them. Sergeant 
Young was beating at the rudder which was still in deep water 
and very vertical, muttering real Marine curses, which only a 
waterbome soldier dare utter." This episode in fact put two 
6-inch rents in the fibreglass, but after considerable jostling, 
Lieutenant Cheal and Sergeant Young finished second, bravely 
battling on with the water eventually gurgling through the holes 
up to their seats. 

Lance-Corporal Utting also had " dramas," just below Yarm 
on the last stretch, whilst lying fourth and beating slowly up 
the rapids, he turned, listed and inverted. The result was that 
he bounced away down the rapid, chasing his canoe which kept 
just out of his reach, much to the amusement of the onlookers. 
This placed him as a tailender, but as he himself said, " The 
race was only for experience, and I surprised myself that I kept 
up with everyone else in the class for so long." 

The overall outcome was that obviously our attempt at the 
Devizes-Westminster Race had grealy increased our stamina, 
watermanship and general fitness, and if we can improve as 
much again, we will really be able to " lift the targets, pick up 
the empties, and go back to 600 yards." 

Rugby. In the Northern Command " Sevens " the Regi-
ment beat R.A.F. Leeming in the first round 8-nil. One of the 
tries scored by Major W. B. Foote was splendidly converted by 
Major T . L Robinson from just inside the 25 yard line. 

In the second round we met what must be one of the toughest 
Sevens teams in the Army—The Duke of Wellington Regiment 
who lined up three Army players and Captain Campbell-
Lammerton, the British Lions and Scottish International player. 
After a good hard game the final score was 18—3 to the Duke's. 
Lieutenant Maynard scored one try. The Duke of Wellington's 
Regiment then went on to win the competition. 

Marriages. We extend our best wishes to Captain W. G. 
Robinson on his marriage to Rosemary Brown at St. Patrick's 
Church, Benburb, Northern Ireland, which took place on i8th 
April, 1963, and was attended by the Commanding Officer and 
several members of the Regiment. 

Births. We congratulate Major and Mrs. T. I. McL. Robin-
son on the birth of a daughter at Catterick Military Hospital 
on 30th April, 1963. Also to Major and Mrs. W. B. Foote on 
the birth of a son on 5th May, 1963, also at Catterick Military 
Hospital. 

Congratulations also go to Captain and Mrs. J. W. Hennesy 
on the birth of a son at Catterick Military Hospital on 6th May, 
1963. 

Have you heard that . . . . When Major F. C. Lockwood 
returned after sailing in the Solent at Easter, his wife informed 
him that there had been a caller during his absence. His reply 
to this was " Oh yes—who?" His wife replied, " hang on, I'll 
go and get him if you like." A few moments later she returned 
with their new son who had been born, unknown to him, 
during Major Lockwood's absence. 

How about that for a surprise? Congratulations! 

Subscribers are asked to note the following : — 
(a) Correspondence in connection with the Journal 

of the Royal Signals Institution, the Royal 
Signals Booklet, Photographs of H.R.H. T h e 
Princess Royal and the Royal Signals Museum 
should be addressed to the Royal Signals 
I N S T I T U T I O N . 

(b) Correspondence in connection with THE 
WIRE, Royal Signals List, Association Sub-
scriptions, Benevolent Fund subscariptions and 
donations. Corps Clothing and Etnployment 
should be addressed to the Royal Signals 
A S S O C I A T I O N . 

13th REGIMENT 
R.F.P.O. 40 

Daniells, 3rd, 2 hours 31 minutes 23 seconds. 
Dut^li Memoria l Day—^Nederweert. The Regiment 

was honoured by being invited to provide a Guard of Honour 
for the annual ceremony at the Commonwealth War Cemetery 
in Nederweert on Saturday, 4th May, 1963. The villagers of 
Nederweert take great pride in maintaining this beautiful 
cemetery, each grave having been adopted by a local family, 
and the whole community remembers its debt to the Common-
wealth in this simple yet devout ceremony. 

The ceremony begins with a short thanksgiving service in 
the historic 15th century church. The congregation then moves 
in slow dignified procession to the cemetery. In the cemetery 
wreathes were laid on the cross by the Burgermeister and 
Captain I. F. Bird, representing the Commanding Officer, whilst 
local schoolgirls, in their white confirmation dresses, surrounded 
the cross with golden daffodils. The congregation then observed 
two minutes silence and the ceremony closed with hynms of 
praise sung by the church choir. 

The Guard, commanded by Sergeant Walton, also laid 
wreathes on the graves of 10576679 Signalman H. W. W. 
Brown and 2585724 Signalman F. G. White, members of the 
Corps whose memory is honoured in Nederweert. 

The Regiment wishes to record its admiration of the work 
done by Herr Rulken, the Town Clerk, on the administration 
and preservation of the cemetery. 

2 Squadron. The Squadron " paraded" in the " Old 
Boot" on Thursday, 4th 
April, to say farewell to 
Signalman J. R. Campbell, 
the last remaining National 
S e r v i c e m a n in No. 2 
Squadron. 

The Squadron Com-
mander presented Signalman 
Campbell with an inscribed 
goblet to mark the occasion, 
and during his presentation 
speech evoked much laughter 
by reminding Signalman 
Campbell that but for a dif-
ference of opinion with 
authority over seven days 

leave he would not have had this honour. 
A weary but happy Mr. Campbell left us next morning, 

confident that he would remember his farewell for many years. 

Rhiiin Area Cookery Competition. We are pleased 
to record that our Unit team of Sergeant Smith, Private Marshall 
and Lance-Corporal Clelland gained a comfortable victory in 
the Rhine Area Cookery Competition. The Messing Officer 
is hoping that this success will finally convince the personnel 
of the Regiment that they are being well fed. 

S igna lman J. R. C a m p b e l l 

The Guard outside Nederweert Church 
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W.O.II A. Copestake with "Bren" LMG 7.62 and Eager Beavers 
Mr. C. Fletcher presents the "Fletcher" Cup to Sergeant P. Tambling 

14TH R E G I M E : N T 

Success or rather four successes to relate: — 
Success No. i. Eight silver spoons for No. 3 Squadron, 

winners of the Royal Signals Southern Command 1963 Small 
Bore Competition with a score of 1471. T h e winning team: — 
Captain C. M. Senior, S.S.M. A. A. Copestake, Sergeant D . G . 
Gill, Sergeant H. Jacobs, Corporal D. J. Wright, Corporal P. H. 
Toovey, Lance-Corporal K . Firth, Signalman E. Reis; and an 
ashtray for Sergeant E. Smith of No. 1 Squadron who was 
individual runner-up with an equal highest score of 197. 

Success No. 2. No. i Squadron's soccer team—captained by 
Sergeant P. Tambling, brother of " B o b b y " Tambling who 
captain's another good team (Chelsea)—winners off: Gloucester 
Thursday League, including the Pope Cup and Fletcher Cup; 
in fact they swept the board. 

Success No. 3. Bampton " Open Day," organised by No. 3 
Squadron and assisted by the Royal Signals Southern Com-
mand Recruiting Display under Staff Sergeant Page from 243 
Squadron. 

Success No. 4. A new venture by the Corporals' Mess—a 
Regimental Dinner. All praise to Corporal D. Cavill, Corporal 
E. F. Russell and Corporal H. Roberts, W.R.A.C., helped by 
S.S.M. H. Haw, who made this such an excellent evening. 

I SQUADRON 14 SIGNAL REGIMENT WINNERS—POPE CUP 
Back row, left to right: Lance Corporal J. Glenn, Sergeant E. Potter, 
Corporal G. McTiffen, Sergeant J. Harvey, Sergeant A. Collins, 

Sergeant P. Tambling (Captain) 
Front row, left to right: Corporal D. Shrives, Lance Corporal D. Allen, 
Lance Corporal L. Reese, Lance Corporal D. Collins, Lance Corporal 

K. Howes 

Corporal A. Watson wi th 3.5 in. Rocket Launcher 

l « t h I tEGIMEIVT 
B .F .P .O . 34 

With P.E. Tests completed the Regiment is settling down to 
more congenial types of physical recreation. Saturday morn-
ings are now set aside for numerous activities including sailing, 
canoeing, motor-rallying and adventure training. This year 
we are hoping to send a squad of marchers, including some of 
our W.R.A.C. contingent, to Nijmegen. 

Presentat ion 
I « t h Heg iment—15th ( E s s e x ) Itcgiment ( T . A . ) 

On 27th April, 1963, on George Green in the Borough of 
Wanstead and Woodford at 15.30 hours, the Honorary Freedom 
of Entry was granted to 45th (Essex) Regiment (T.A.). "Just 
prior to this historic ceremony 45th Regiment had accepted a 
stand of four lances with Royal Signals pennants from i6th 
Regiment with which they are affiliated. 

TTie idea of making this gesture to 45th had come into being 
about three months previously when news was first received 
in 16th Regiment of the intention of the Civic authorities to 
confer this jealously guarded honour upon our sister Regiment. 

Members of i6th Regiment will remember the last occasion 
in September of 1961 when 45th Regiment came to us in 
Krefeld for their annual camp; many members of the Council 
also accompanied the Regiment and this increased the filial ties 
between our two Units. 

It was decided that to demonstrate the inter-Regimental feel-
ing, a party of one officer and six other ranks should go to 
Wanstead to present the lances to 45th Regiment on their great 
day. T h e personnel selected were: — 

Lieutenant D . G . Smith, R.Q.M.S. A. Crabtree (a one-time 
permanent staff member of 45th Regiment and still vividly 
remembered there). Staff Sergeant Howie, Corporal Baker, 
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Lance-Corporal Reid, Signalman Millar and Signalman Pedlow, 
the trumpeter. 

Under R.Q.M.S. Crabtree's eagle eye and eloquent tongue 
the party drilled regularly, using crook sticks as lances until 
the real things became available, reaching a high standard of 
drill with them, no mean feat when considering that a lance is 
nine feet long. 

The Unit L.A.D. under Captain R. E. Girling, R.E.M.E., 
and A.Q.M.S. R. R. Calvert produced the required lances after 
much careful labour within three weeks of the target date 
allowing drill practice to be carried out with them. 

At last, on 25th April, 1963, the main party flew to England, 
Corporal Baker had preceded them by two days carrying a 
shield, made in Germany, for presentation to the Borough by 
45th (Essex) Regiment. 

The existing excellent inter-Regimental relations were much 
improved by this visit and the only black spot occurred when 
Her Majesty's Customs and Excise demanded £2 is. od. duty 
on the lances from R.Q.M.S. Crabtree. 

On 27th April, 1963, on George Green in the Borough of 
Wanstead and Woodford at approximately 15.00 hours, to the 
accompaniment of two fanfares blown by Signalman Pedlow, 
the four lances and pennants were presented to 45th (Essex) 
Regiment (T.A.) by i6th Regiment. 

The presentation was accepted on behalf of the T.A. Regi-
ment by Lieutenant M. Naylor who, in return, presented i6th 
Regiment with an illuminated parchment commemorating the 
event. 

The lances were then used as markers on the parade and 
march past and the l6th Regiment detachment then took up 
position on the left of the main body of the T.A. Regiment, 
opposite the Corps Band, throughout the parade. 

After the parade and march through the Borough " with 
bayonets fked and drums beating," the Regiment was at home 
in their T.A. Centre where all members of i6th Regiment 
party were royally entertained whilst the lances were laid 
up in the Officers' Mess. 

Association Football. The Regimental football team has 
nearly completed its league programme. National Service 
release finished any chance we had of securing the title for this 
season. We are now concentrating on an all-Regular side for 
the coming season. With the nucleus of a good team already 
hardened to the stiff North Rhine Inter-Services League pro-
gramme we are looking forward to great things next year. 

We are very proud that the Regimental goalkeeper. Signalman 
Cooper, was selected to represent B.A.O.R. in the game against 
R.A.F. Germany. He gave an extremely polished display and 
is currently on tour in the U.K. with the B.A.O.R. side. First 
reports mention Signalman Cooper as having played an out-
standing part in B.A.O.R.'s first match of the tour, a win over 
the Royal Navy at Portsmouth. We are sure that he has made 
the position his for as long as he serves in the Command, and 
a good game against the Army U.K. side could mean promotion 
to the full Army side. 

Hockey. The Regiment's progress towards the top of the 
Rhine Area Inter-Services League table continues, our last four 
matches having been all wins. 

Rheindahlen Academicals gave us a hard fight on a grass 
pitch, especially as we could only field ten men, our outside-
right having been reported missing in darkest Belgium. How-
ever, we mapaged to win 2 — i . 

The other matches were more comfortable victories, against 
H.Q. B.A.O.R. 5—1, B.A.p. 4—1, and 15 A.B.O.D. 7—3. In 
the last match we were trailing 2—I at half-time but then our 
doctor. Captain, P. Drinkwater, R.A.M.C., " got his eye i n " 
and scored six goals, demoralising the opposition's goalkeeper 
so much by his powerful shooting that he seemed to give up 
any attempt of saving shots. 

Staff Sergeant Howie still heads the Regiment's goal-scoring 
table with 11 goals, closely followed by Sergeant Leary (10) 
and Sergeant Howie (9). 

A N N U A L SUBSCRIUEUS ' ADDRESSES 
Many copies of T H E W I R E and of the Royal Signals 

List are returned by the Post Office with a note that 
the subscriber's address is unknown. 

Will all annual subscribers please tell the Editor 
in good time of their new address. 

Lieutenant D. G. Smith, 16th Regiment presents one of the Lances 
to Lieutenant M. Naylor, 45th Regiment (TA) on George Green, 

Wanstead 

Angling. Fishing is once again going in full swing. The ice 
killed off a few fish in the pond, but the casualties are not 
missed. There has been a marked increase in the number of 
members in the Angling Club and the fishing tickets are fully 
booked during time off. 

The older members of the club now know all the holes in 
the pond and are catching the good fish. We are again looking 
forward to the competition arranged by The Kempener Clu^ 
who ovra the pond. 

The writer of the angling notes for the Regiment's WIRE 
contribution. Staff Sergeant Gardner, is leaving Krefeld in 
May. The members of the Angling Club and the Kempener 
Club wish him " Petri Hail " and look forward to reading his 
reports on the fishing in waters around Hong Kong. 

FOOTNOTE.—The W.R.A.C. moved into Bradbury Barracks 
on the 22nd April—showing that day at the local A .K.C .— 
Girls, Girls, Girls . . . ? 

17th GUKKHA REGIMENT 
c/o G.P.O., SEREMBAN 

The following is an extract from a letter by O.C. 248 
Gurkha Squadron to the Commanding Officer., 

" A two-man detachment, who have been providing rear 
link communications for an element of the Gurkha Parachute 
Company, were today being moved by air (single engine 
Pioneer) to another location. The 'plane landed at Pa Kit 
and picked up the men and their equipment, which included 
an A510 set. At about 12.55 hours, our Brigade Command 
control set, here, picked up a very weak voice signal, in 
Gurkhali, which stated that the 'plane—'which had been going 
from Pa Kit to Long Seriden had crashed.' Control tried to 
get more information, but conditions were bad; our detach-
ment with the Sarawak Rangers then spoke to the unknown 
station and had him repeat the message in morse, giving more 
detail. This was done and the signal then faded away. I 
was called to the set at once and sent information to B.A.S.O., 
who activated the air rescue components. The R.A.F. were 
frankly sceptical when I told them that I was certain the signal 
had come from the men who I knew would be in the 'plane. 

All stations were now listening out intently, but no further 
signals were heard. 

Search 'planes set off within 20 minutes of B.A.S.O. getting 
the signal, and a Belvedere with a doctor, parachutist, etc., was 
being mobilised. At about 14.30 hours the ' station' came up 
again, this time ' loud and clear' to inform us that they had 
indeed crashed; that the pilot and passengers were safe and 
had been walking out to an open area where a good aerial had 
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been erected. T h e A150 was at all times more than 90 miles 
away. 

Much relief all round, and we found that Signalman Durga-
man, with the 'plane, had reported the crash on his set within 
a few minutes of it happening. 

T h e Air Task Force Commander sent the following message: 
' From D.A.T .F .C . for Brigadier Patterson (.) Please convey 

our appreciation to Gurkha Signals for their prompt and effec-
tive behaviour when reporting the fate of SEP 700 today.' 

T h e pilot and two signallers are living in a long house awaiting 
rescue." 

18 th R E G I M E N T 
G.P.O. , S I N G A P O R E 

R . n . Q . niid II.(|. Squadron . T h e event of the month 
in Regimental circles has been the Singapore Base District and 
Malayan Fencing Championships. Our fencing team walked 
off with both events, and our photograph shows the trophies 
they collected in Singapore alone. (To ist Regiment.—Note 
some of your old faces!). 

For the interest of friends, Captain (Q.M.) W. Cloughley 
was married on second of April to Miss Audrey Lineton from 
Shropshire. 

T h e Bishop of Maidstone, Right Rev. S. W. Betts, who acts 
as Chaplain to the Forces, visited the unit on 5th April and 
held a " Bishop's Hour." It was of higher power than " Padre's 
Hour " and the attendance was correspondingly greater. 

The Regiment publishes a newspaper fortnightly, which is 
now approaching its second birthday. It is a glossy paper, with 
plenty of general interest articles and personal news. We send 
this all over the world, and any unit which would like to 
receive a copy has only to ask. T h e cost is nothing. Any old 
members of the Regiment can send the equivalent of three-
pence an issue for it (to cover postage only). 

On 25th April, the Rugby Club held its annual dinner and 
did special honour to Captain J. Hancock who is leaving 
shortly and has led the Regiment to victory in the Singapore 
Championship each year. After the dinner representatives of 
all the year's opponents arrived to pass around the cup of 
Bacchus. Captain Hancock's only regret is that we never did 
beat the Kiwi Battalion in the Pan Malaya Championship— 
but at least we always met them in the final! 

2 Squadron . A quiet month on the whole for us this 
time. Our new arrivals having settled down into their work, 
we can turn to the sporting side. 

Front row, left to right: C.S.M.I. Winning, Major J. L. Donne, Lieut-
enant-Colonel W . W. Cock, R.S.M. Walker. Back row: Staff-
Sergeant Sowman, Staff-Sergeant Ablas, Lieutenant E. W . Penny, 

Sergeant Smith 

Cricket is the mainstay of the moment, at which we are doing 
better than we thought, even if we have lost both our official 
matches, at least we have a try. 

S.S.M. J. E. lent has started getting into serious training for 
swimming, at which he excelled last year; if we can do as well 
again this year as we did last, we may well carry off the 
trophy. 

Congratulations to S.S.M. lent and Sergeant Zainal on their 
respective promotions; if we have many more we will be all 
Chiefs and no Indians. 

Nee Soon Exchange is the focal point on the working side. 
It is now in the process of being torn apart and rebuilt 
as we did at Pasir Panjang, ready for the change there from 
manual to auto. A slightly easier task this time, as most 
of us there have gained the experience learnt on the previous 
change. 

Even now that the two main annual parades are a thing 
of the past (until next year) we can turn our thoughts and, if 
any, our new ideas to the rest of the year's programme to see 
what we can do in the way of camps, weapon training and the 
like, not forgetting our annual fair—what a mixture! 

21 St HEGIMEJVT 
B .F .P .O . 43 

Lieutenant-Colonel G . H. Horner arrived on 29th April and 
is in the process of taking over the Regiment from Lieutenant-
Colonel D . M. Haslehust. 

T h e officers of the Regiment dined out the Chief Electronic 
Officer from H.Q. Royal Air Force Germany, Group Captain J. 
C. Bevan, R.A.F., on 17th April, 1963, at the R.A.F. Officers' 
Mess atJ^aarbruch. T h e Chief Air Formation Signal Officer, 
Lieutenant-Colonel J. J. H. Swallow, was able to attend together 
with some twenty officers of the Regiment. 

1 Squadron . During the last four months the square of 
I Squadron has echoed to the tramp of highly polished boots 
busily beating the rhythm of turning at the halt, quick time 
and slow time in to the heavily crowded brains of their wearers. 
TTie object—these new military proficiency tests that everyone 
is so eager to obtain, and it has been W.O.II Collins of i 
Squadron who has helped them to achieve this quahfication by 
" taking o n " the Regiment in batches of twenty men at a 
time for three week courses. 

Many of these same boots are now pounding out many kilo-
meters in preparation for the Nijmegen Marches in Holland 
next July. T h e R.A.F. have become so infected by this march-
ing cult of the Dutch that they have formed this own Marching 
Club and we attend their monthly meetings. T h e i Squadron 
marching team have gladly accepted two W.R.A.F. volunteers, 
although this wiU mean we have to revise some of our marching 
songs! A rendering of these will be made to the local Germans 
every Sunday before lunch. 

On Exercise " April Flower," " C " Troop Fault Party were 
kept busy by a cable saboteur who struck three times. After 
the second malicious assault the fault party found it hard to 
restrain themselves from cutting all the lines in the local 
village. Although an alarm was fitted on one of the pairs this 
time, it was not until we had dismantled the alarm and had 
started to recover the cable that the saboteur struck again. This 
time, he was seen leaving the scene of the crime in his car and 
the number taken. W e later heard that the local police constable 
had wrung a confession from him—little satisfaction for the 
Fault Party. 

Now as a subtle change from marching, we at Wildenrath 
with a nucleus of experienced climbers and an encouraging 
number of beginners have re-formed the Climbing Club. It's 
not all footwork, however. Having first split the party into 
manageable sections under an instructor we learnt the simple 
knots and the first principles of how to get from the base to the 
apex without getting that sudden sinking feeling. 

T h e beginners progress rapidly and it is not long before 
they are selecting their route up the face, and with the leader 
giving advice and encouragement, are tackling their first climb. 
Small climbs of twenty feet or so to start with, give good 
examples of every type of hold and some, for beginners any-
way, can be quite difficult. Having learnt the rudiments and 
taken sensible safety precautions it is surprising how one's 
confidence increases. As a change from the N A A F I and the 
cinema we. can recommend it as a worthwhile way of spending 
a weekend! 

(Continued on page 205) 
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Squadron . As a relief from P.E. tests and airfield tasks, 
Lieutenant David Insall took some of his troop for an adventure 
training weekend in the Eifel. It appears to have been a great 
success and the following account was submitted by one of the 
Signalmen: — 

Operation "April Shower." " W e l l done men, fall them 
out Sergeant Major." T h e nine-mile " b a s h " had finished. 
After a tiring march in the hot sun morale was high. We 
dispersed and went to our quarters to get ready for move off. 
Under Lieutenant Insall, our Troop Officer, we passed through 
the gates at 16.00 and travelled south to Schniden Eifel. On 
arrival the camp was erected with the aid of the truck's lights. 
It was now nearly midnight and an officer and his men went 
restfully to sleep tired after a good day's work. T h e morning 
came and with it—the sun. TTie day has begun on the right 
foot. Lieutenant Insall detailed all to their different chores and 
his choice of Signalman Coleman as cook was indeed a very 
wise one as could be seen from the speed at which the rations 
diminished. The camp was situated at the foot of a lake, 
and the first venture was to explore our surrounds—a really 
pleasant task indeed. T h e combination of woodland and lake-
land gave off its best shades of colour and with the aid of the 
sun provided a truly magnificent spectacle. When the hill-
tops and vantage points were reached, the scene was even 
more impressive. As the day grew onward the constant ex-
ploration enabled each man to gain a fairly thorough know-
ledge of the district through the aid of the survey maps, this 
including landmarks such as a Beer-Bar on a hill facing the 
village—there would be at least one climb after tea! 

When tea was finished. Lieutenant Insall suggested that all 
should relax for a few hours. So the company took flight to 
the nearby town and indulged in its night life which was 
quite pleasant. T h e goodwill of the people towards the visitors 
was excellent and in one case " Beer on the House." When 
all had been satisfied, everyone " hit camp " and again slept 
soundly. 

Sunday morning brought rain and an hour extra in bed 
was had by all. Members of the local yacht club required 
some aid in the process of erecting a pier so we gladly gave 
a helping hand, which was rewarded by a crate of beer, and 
as a further gesture, they are naming the pier " 2 1 Signals " 
—our friendship here is secure. Due to bad weather con-
ditions, camp was moved, and the company was homeward 
bound at 15.00. 

Everyone agreed that it was a complete success and those 
who were not able to go have vowed to have the chance later 
on." 

" N " Troop have been busy at Gutersloh laying a 70-pr 
cable and duly lined up and presented shovels to the A.O.C. 
Royal Air Force Germany as he left after inspecting the Station. 
Hughie Green being buzzed in the Berlin Air Corridor set 
certain deployments in action which allowed Signalman West 
to have a blossoming courtship with a local fraulein—no words 
can describe it since neither can speak the other's language. 

Some original training with 230 Squadron of Whirlwind 
helicopters produced the photograph. 

22iid I l EG IA IENT 
n .F .P .O . I C 

1 Squad ron have been playing with their new " toy," the 
D i i . At first sight, this equipment, with all its knobs, lights 
and switches appears a rather awesome monster, but after a short 
course run by our Yeoman and Sergeants Wilson and Moore, 
all operators in the Squadron have no fear, and realise what 
fine equipment it is. For instance, among others, Corporals 
Wheeldon, O'Rourke and Lance-Corporal Colecliff's detach-
ments are becoming increasingly efficient in its use and there 
is a great battle for recognition as " the experts." 

During the past few months, there has been a great drive to 
get pictures to brighten rooms and corridors. Travel agencies, 
railway companies, information bureaux and film companies 
have all been asked—and you would be surprised at the number 
of good " do-it-yourself-by-numbers-oil-painters" in the Regi-
ment who have produced pictures—quite apart from the enter-
prise of those who stuck large jigsaw puzzles to wood! Nearly 
200 of these pictures have now been properly framed and 
hung in Squadrons, making a tremendous difference. 

Being the only one of its kind, 244 S q u a d r o n ( A i r 
Suppo r t ) feel that some of the younger WIRE readers may 
not know Squadron's role in battle, and would like to tell of the 
Squadron tasks over the next few months. 

Broadly, we provide the special radio communications used 
to obtain air support for the ground forces. These communica-
tions—and hence our detachments and tentacles—extend from 
the Combined Operations Centre in the rear, down to Divisional 
and Brigade Headquarters. We are, therefore, very widespread, 
and every detachment has to be prepared to serve away from out 
base for long periods. Naturally, because of this tendency for 
detachments to be " out on a limb," we demand a very high 
standard from both the junior N.C.O.s, who are the crew com-
manders, and the signalmen who make up the crews. In fact, 
if you get into A S.S.U. and make good, you are good. The 
task is too important to be entrusted to men who are liable 
to make mistakes. 

The Squadron is basically divided into four elements; that 
at the Combined Operations Centre, that at Corps H.Q., the 

Air Formation goes airborne 
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The C.O. addresses Course 7. In attendance the Course Officer— 
Lieutenant A. B. Atkinson and RSM P. W . H. Lafferty. In the 

background S.S.M. J. H. Paterson. (See Col. I Page 206) 
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tentacles at Divisional and Brigade Headquarters, and, of course, 
Squadron H.Q.—the brains of the outfit! In succeeding notes 
we will tell you something of the functions of each element. 
This preliminary view of 244 Squadron would not be complete 
without an introduction to our veteran. After four years in the 
Squadron on this posting (he doesn't often discuss his previous 
A.S.S.U. service) Corporal Walker has probably more experience 
'of air supjKirt communications than any other serving soldier. 
He continues to be a superb crew commander, popular and un-
failingly reliable wherever he is sent." 

R A D I O O P E R A T O R TRAIBTING I X B .A .O .R . 
2 Squadron , 22nd Reg iment 

I (BR) Corps was given the task of training 200 recruits from 
II Regiment as radio operators. This commitment was given 
to 2 Squadron, 22nd Regiment, instructor assistance being pro-
vided by all Signal Regiments within i (BR) Corps. In addi-
tion, 204 Squadron has provided radio technician, operator and 
electrician driver assistance for the Field Training Troop. 
T h e Permanent Staff now numbers five officers and 30 other 
ranks, with the trainee strength at 116. Major P. H. Flear is 
the Squadron Commander, Captain R. A. MacHeath the Second-
in-Command and Chief Instructor. Lieutenant A. B. Atkinson 
and Second-Lieutenant P. R. Brewis are Course Officers and 
Second-Lieutenant A. M. Elliott commands the Field Training 
Troop. 204 Squadron provided the S.S.M., W.O.II J. H. 
Paterson, and 212 Squadron the assistant Chief Instructor, 
Staff Sergeant L . Kendrick. 

Training started in December, 1962, after frequent liaison 
visits between 22nd and 24th Regiments. 24th Regiment was 
most helpful, and, in particular. Major B. A . Collins, the 
Training Brigade expert on radio operator training, who made 
two visits to this Squadron. His advice enabled us to start on 
sound lines. T h e Commanding Officer of 24th Regiment 
kindly released Corporal Hawkes and Corporal Stn'ckland for 
the period of the first course. Their assistance was invaluable. 

The three-day radio exercise is the highlight of the course. 
A further three periods have been allotted, so that trainees may 
completely check their equipment against loading lists and for 
serviceability. In this way we try to stress the utter necessity 
for well-organised stables. On this exercise, the normal rule 
of the Regiment applies, i.e., on leaving barracks, all detach-
ments consider themselves at war. This means that trainees are 
taught to camouflage, each man must spent half-an-hour 
scrimming (the perpetual task!) and weapon and survival pits 
are sited. 

T o ensure good supervision, the Chief Instructor, Course 
Officer, Assistant Chief Instructor, and at least four other 
instructors go out on each exercise. The Field Training Troop 
provides administrative and technical support, refuelling all 
detachments by night. T h e men thoroughly enjoy this exercise 
and it is perhaps only at this stage that they first realise what a 
radio operator actually does. It is a great pity that the time 
factor precludes another exercise of this type. 

During the course there is one long week-end. The trainees 
use this to great advantage, visiting places such as Amsterdam, 
Cologne or Heidelberg. During the winter, Sunday trips were 
organised to the Army Leave Centre at Winterberg, and now 
each subaltern is preparing further Sunday exercises, so that we 
can get the men out of barracks as much as possible. 

" Y o u know," Frank was saying, " I never did like perishing 
horses and after that spell at ist Cavalry Troop Rizalpur I 
liked them even less. Give me mules any day." For the next 
five minutes we had surcingle and blanket, cross sturrups and 
trot, saddle soap, saddle sores, morning stables, water and feed 
and mucking out until I felt like Ben Cartwright in the middle 
of the Ponderosa. In fact it seemed that a familiar effluvia that 
is normally associated with the abode of our equine friends 
assailed the nostrils. Yes, I could smell the stables. 

Needless to say it was at this juncture that ' June' Knight 
(Maresfield 24) and Jim Wright (Catterick 1931) both got in 
their remarks about 2nd Cavalry Troop Siaikot. Believe me, 
" T h e Life of a Bengal Lancer " was tame compared with the 
stories I heard. 

I tried very cautiously to change the conversation to train-
ing and asked their opinion of the present day equipment, but 
their minds were elsewhere. George Webb was recalling his 
days as an instructor with the West African Frontier Force 
between 1937 and 1939. ' June ' Knight's talk of Special Wireless 
at Abbottabad had us throwing furtive looks around for eaves-
droppers. Jim Wright was remembering his blistered feet 
as he tramped around the North West Fronier with Waziristan 
District Signals in 1934 et seq and Charlie Ransome joined him 
in sympathy as he recalled his trek out of Burma in 1941; 
the last 10 days were the worst! Charle also had some illuminat-
ing remarks about the Palestine Riots in 1929, but his most 
nostalgic memories are connected with the Rhine Army Signals 
in Cologne about 1923/24 time and his dance band in Egypt 
before Farouk was on the throne. 

From there we got on to the " D o you remembers." Frank 
Stockton once more captained his water polo for Peshawar 
District Signals and ' June ' Knight re-ran all distances from 
^-mile up to cross country as he did for the Corps years ago 
whilst George Webb was once again helping to train the boys' 
boxing team in Vimy Lines as he did in 1934. Great days! 

Old faces, foreign places, long memories. Had the bar been 
open we would soon have been maudling (that has a familiar 
ring!) and singing together " D e a r old Pals." Thus some of 
our civilian instructors, long in the tooth maybe but not in the 
face. A happier bunch it would be hard to meet and although 
we reminisced about heleographs, sounders, lamps, fullerphones. 
No. I sets and C Mk. l i s , these chaps are right up to date 
both in teaching techniques and knowledge of modern equip-
ments. They're doing a grand job for the Corps. 

So much for the instructional staff at present. 
In the office we are equally well served on the administration 

side by another ex-Corps ' Old and Bold,' although admittedly 
not so old. Signalman Whitham is our Chief Clerk with 24 
years' clerical ex^rience in the Corps in such places as India 
and France, beside Home stations. He is ably assisted by 
" Jeff " Reay who served with the Somerset Light Infantry and 
the R.A.S.C. for 27 years. 

More anon of our remaining civilians who include ex Navy 
and Merchant Navy, ex Army Ordnance Corps, ex sheep-
farmers and gold miners, where no doubt a fund of stories lie 
waiting to be told. 

Talking of saddle sores the O.C., Major Basil Collins, took 
part in the Services Motor Cycle Rally at Borden last month 
and was one of the few Army riders to complete the course. 

Lieutenant Allan Stutchbury can claim a sympathetic bond 
with Jim Wright and Charlie Ransome. His feet have also had 
a pounding. He is training the Squadron team for the T e n 
Tors and he thinks well of our team's capabilities. 

I T H A P P E N E D A T 24tli R E G I M E N T 

2 Squadron . This is where Telegraph and Radio Opera-
tors, including upgraders, are trained just in case you had for-
gotten. Our teaching staff is a judicious mixture of military and 
civilian instructors and doubtless you've met and served with 
some of the military staff from our Yeoman Davies to Corporal 
Strickland. But what of the civilian staff? 

I was having a look around last week and came across a 
batch of the ex-Corps " Old and B o l d " at break time. As I 
neared their corner complete with cup of tea, I caught snatches 
of their conversation which had a distinctive and familiar ring. 
Frank Stockton was in the chair. Remember him? Well, if you 
had been in the Royal Navy between 1916 and 1918 you might 
well have come across Telegraphist Stockton. Before your 
time? In that case it could have been Maresfield 1922 and if 
it was you must also remember George Webb and Charlie 
Ransome. 

W a r r a n t Of f icers ' and Sergeants ' Mcits. Among 
the activities which have occurred recently was the " Quarterly 
Mess Dinner." A renewed function to the Mess after a long 
period of hunger. 

CORPS CRESTED ASH TRAY 
Available from Royal Signals Association. 

Plain glass, 4|in. square. Corps crest, in gold. 
Price 4s. 6d., including postage. 

Suitable especially for souvenir gifts and for 
personal use. 
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On arrival at 24th Regiment you are met 
at the Guard room and directed to the 
Squadron in which your trade training is 

given 

These Cartoons 

depict one 

day in the life 

of a Trainee 

at 

24th Regiment After allocation of bedding and accommoda-
tion you have a few days before training 
which is used for a talk from the C.O. and 
also to let you acquire a knowledge of the 

training area 

After the initial settling down as member 
of the 24th Regiment, one eagerly awaits the 
commencement of training for a Key role 

in the Royal Signals 

This training is a continuation and a further-
ance of the soldier's Basic Training at l l t h 
Regiment, and one finds classes of Clerk 
Technicians, Staff Operators and Draughts-
men—the Administration Trades—in a 
permanent cycle and in various stages of 

their courses 

There is a happy atmosphere here, activated 
by the trust, and loyalty of the emerging 
soldier for his N.C.O.'s and seniors and 
the Comradeship found wherever soldier's 

meet together 

The day starts wi th reveille at 0630 hours 
after* that an appetising breakfast which is 

followed by Ist Works Parade 

Training starts after parade and goes on 
t i l l 1645 hours, punctuated by N.A.A.F.I. 
break at 1030 hours—always welcome— 
and lunch at 1215 hours, followed by P.T. 
a necessary part of soldiering and an enjoy-
able one. Tea is at 1645 hours and the 
rest of the evening is free to visit the 
N.A.A.F.I., to play Tombola, watch tele-

vision or visit the Hobbies Centre 

Altogether, life at 24th is interesting, varied 
and worthwhi le, an opportuni ty and an 
experience on which one can reminisce in 

the years ahead 



CYPRUS 

Island 
in the Sun 

Left to right: Privates Babs Henderson, Stevie Hall, Pauline Wilkinson, Lance-Corporal Eileen Vidler and 
Private M. Rowley taking the sun 

S Q U A D R O N 
B .F .P .O . 53 

262 Squadron (District) came into being in Dhekelia, Cyprus, 
on ist September, 1962. 

A few words about Cyprus here may set the wheels of 
memory turning for many and whet the curiosity of others. 
Cyprus is an island in the sun, lying in the south-east comer 
of the Mediterranean 40 miles south of Turkey and 40 miles 
west of Lebanon. H i e island is roughly 140 miles long and 
60 miles wide. It is a mountainous island having two main 
ranges—the Kyrenia Range along the north coast shelters the 
island from the wintry blasts of the Taurus mountains of Turkey 
and the Troodos range, the highest iwint of which is Mount 
Olympus standing 6,400 feet above sea level. 

T h e Kyrenia Range offers challenges to mountaineering and 
potholing enthusiasts and Troodos, where one of the Island's 
two Service Leave Camps is situated, offers first-class ski-ing 
facilities in winter, and walking, climbing and hacking facilities 
in the summer. 

T h e local community comprises of two main groups, Greeks 
and Turks, but, irrespective of race or creed, the Cypriot is 
justly proud of his traditional hospitality and good relations 
exist between civilian and Service populations. 

Cyprus is a thriving wine producing country and the exports 
of its wines, two crops each of potatoes and oranges yearly, 
form the backbone of the Island's economy. 

Cyprus is a treasure trove of antiquities. Excavations are 
in progress continuously and new finds are almost daily occur-
rences. T h e Island's connection with the myth of Aphrodite's 
birth is well known; more accurate evidence exists to prove the 
Island's connection with the Crusaders and Lusignians. Forth-
coming articles for THE WIRE from this Squadron will high-
light places of interest on the Island. 

T h e blue Mediterranean is seldom out of sight no matter 
where one goes on the Island and safe swimming is available 
for all, including the youngest paddler. For those whose interest 
is snorkling or aqua-lunging, the crystal-clear, warm water is 
as near paradise as can be found. For sailing enthusiasts, the 
Services run first-class Yacht Clubs, membership of which is 
available to everyone and within reach of all pockets. 

So much for the general picture. 
Amenities of all descriptions are available to Service per-

sonnel and families. T h e ubiquitous N A A F I has shops and 
clubs in all Service centres and within easy reach of most 
married quarters. In these shops one can buy anything from 
a tin of baby's talcum powder to a family saloon. Accommoda-
tion for married families is plentiful on the Island. W.D. 

Private Thomas and Lance-Corporal Smith —Sk i Course, Privates Pauline Wilkinson. Stevie Hall and Babs Henderson sun-
Troodos bathing 
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Officers and W.O. of 262 Signal Squadron 

V 
/ 

Aerial on Mount Olympus during winter 

Quarters are on the scarce side but hirings and private houses 
are easy to come by. Private house rents are high but this is 
adequately covered by a generous Local Overseas Allowance. 

School facilities exist for Service and United Kingdom 
based civilian children in all Garrison and dormitary towns. 
There are both Grammar and Secondary Modern Schools and 
the G.C.E. results are most encouraging. Naturally, because 
of the size of the Island, there is no requirement for a Boarding 
School. 

The cost of living is generally high, i^rhaps 50 per cent, 
more than in the United Kingdom but this is offset somewhat 
by the fact that during the six to seven summer months mini-
mum of clothing is required, and the high cost of imported food 
supplies is offset by the cheapness of local fruit, vegetables 
and wine (for those who like it!). 

Cinemas are of the Mediterranean variety, inside in the 
winter and outside in the summer. There is nothing more 
delightful than sitting outside on a warm evening watching a 
good thriller with a glass of cold Keo within arms reach. T h e 
latest films are screened within weeks of their showing in 
England. 

T h e Squadron is composed of Royal Signals, W.R.A.C. and 
locally engaged civilians, and recently we had our first inter-
Troop marriage when Corporal Welch, W.R.A.C., became Mrs. 
Flynn, wife of Lance-Corporal Flynn. 

T h e role of the Squadron is to provide communications for 
Cyprus district, the new Island headquarters which has recently 
replaced General Headquarters, Near East Land Forces. Our 
role is not the static one which it may at first appear, because, 
besides the provision of conventional telegraphic and telephonic 
signalling facilities on the Island, we are committed to the 
running of Iwo comprehensive V H F Nets and four Mobile 
Radio Detachments for use when required with the Infantry 
Battalions. Incidentally these radio detachments are at present 
with the Battalions exercising in North Africa. 

The deployment of the Squadron is island wide. In fact we 
fulfil the roles of both District and Brigade S i ^ a l Squadron. 

T h e Squadron Headquarters is in the Sovereign Base Area of 
Dhekelia where the magnificent new Signal Centre opened by 
Her Royal Highness Tlie Princess Royal in March, 1962, is 
situated. 

We have a Radio Relay Detachment in the other Sovereign 
Base Area at Episkopi and our second Radio Relay Detachment 
at Mount Olympus. The Mount Olympus Troop is situated on 

the summit of the highest peak (6,400 feet) of the Troodos 
Mountains. This Troop is responsible for the running and 
maintenance of the Radio Relay Station through which the 
main telegraph and telephone circuits between the T w o 
Sovereign Base Areas are carried. T h e bigge&t pproblem which 
this detachment has had to tackle was the using of aerials during 
the winter months. However, this was eventually overcome by 
using heated aerials, a devise which so far has never let us 
down. An article on this subject was written by Sergeant 
Charlton in-charge the detachment for the Journal of the 
Royal Signals Institution. 

The Episkopi detachment is administered by 259 Squadron 
( C O M C A N ) and are located eighty miles from Squadron 
Headquarters and 15 miles from Limassol. Their function is to 
maintain the ' tails ' of the Dhekelia-Episkopi telephone and 
telegraph circuits and their work is highly important and vital 
since the Commander British Forces Cyprus has his head-
quarters in Episkopi. 

On the island of Cyprus there are three other Royal Signals 
Units excluding H.Q. Royal Signals. These are 9th Regiment, 
259 Squadron and 261 Squadron. 

So, anyone in the Corps who is anxious to spend a useful 
and most interesting tour abroad could do no better than 
volunteer for Cyprus—an Island in the Sun (at the time of 
writing the sun has temporarily deserted us). 

Lance Corporal and Mrs. Flynn (formerly Corporal Welsh, 
W.R.A.C.) 
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Our Ladies in the Squadrons 

Brigadier Tucl<er wi th some j 
of the ladles of 208 Squadron ' 

W I V E S ' C L U B , 23ft S Q I I A D R O N 
l l .F .P .O . 10 

This month, for a change, we will devote our column to 
family activities. T h e Nairobi C O M C A N Wives' Club we 
re-organised almost two years ago on a completely new basis. 
Instead of a formal club with an elected committee, we 
decided to have monthly informal meetings over a cup of 
coffee in each other's houses. T h e idea was put to people 
in a series of tea parties given by the C.O.'s wife, Mrs. Hardy, 
and received enthusiastic support. T h e first meeting was such 
a success, and so enjoyed by everyone, that we decided that 
we must have them every fortnight instead of every month, 
and ever since then they have been held regularly each two 
weeks. Right from the start we decided not to try and 
" p u s h " membership by advertising and persuading people to 
come, but to rely on those who came and enjoyed themselves 
passing on the news and bringing along their friends, so after 
an initial letter to all the families, telling them of the meetings, 
there was no further publicity. This has been so successful 
that within a few weeks, meetings were being regularly attended 
by about two dozen pwple , some of whom had insufficient space 
in their house when it was their turn to hold the meeting, and 
had to " borrow " a friend's house for the evening; some regular 
members are even wives of soldiers outside C O M C A N , or of 
airmen, or of civilians. We are specially grateful to the drivers 
of the Squadron welfare 'bus for the long hours they have had 
to put in taking people to and from meetings. 

We now still meet regularly to talk about everything under 
the sun, play tombola, make up parties to go to local theatres, 
or see demonstrations or pictures on cooking, make-up, flowers, 
African wild-life and countryside, and also members' own 

(Notes continued at foot of next column) 

20S ( C O M M O N W E A L , T n ) S Q V A D H O N 

Fresh and fit from our " Jungle Survival C o u r s e " in the 
Cameron Highlands, we all took a large breath of hot, clammy 
air and prepared to face the rigours of the coming month. 

On 5th March we had the pleasure of a visit from the 
Representative Colonel Commandant, Brigadier W . G . Tucker, 
C.B.E. 

Over coffee in the comfortable lounge of the Junior Ranks' 
Club, he was introduced to the wives of members of the 
Squadron by the President of the Wives' Club, Mrs. A. M. 
Hewson. 

After lunch at the Officers' Beach Club, he was able to 
spend the rest of the day looking over the military aspects 
of the Squadron. Captain R. J. Costello told the Brigadier of 
his opinion that the C i i is a man-portable set. T w o un-
fortunate members of his Troop were forced to prove him 
correct. 

In the early part of the month, " A " and " J " Troops went 
on a sharpening-up exercise to Mersing. Although hard work 
and hard living were the order of the day, the glorious beaches 
offered plenty of relaxation during " off periods." Contempt for 
the jungle shown by many " old stagers" was severely 
shattered one night, by a dubious and undescribable noise 
issuing from the darkest corner of the camp. Tentative in-
vestigation revealed Signalman Bradley sucking noisily at a 
batch of crabs' claws. 

T h e visit of Colonel P. F. Pentreath, M.B.E., A.A.G. , War 
Office ( A G i i ) was of great value and very much appreciated 
by the officers and senior N.C.O.s. 

T h e climax of the month was Exercise " Bellbuster." Our 
Second-in-Command, Captain D . I. Godden was landed with 
the unenviable task of co-ordinating a major exercise with a 
Squadron exercise. 

* * * ^ * * t • ' . i l -

An informal meeting of wives in the house of one of the members 
of the wives club 

slides, projected by themselves. There was one member who 
showed most of her slides upside down, in spite of husbandly 
tuition beforehand! 

In our group, we do not just attend meetings, but we make 
good friends and so add tremendously to the enjoyment of 
life, especially in Kenya, where distances make it difficult for 
people to meet easily. We do, of course, have our organised 
occasions—^barbecues, Christmas parties, .22 shooting, a safari 
to the world-famous " Treetops " to see big game in the wild, 
organising help in the Nairobi City Forces' Club, and going 
to special meetings of the East Africa Command Wives' Club 
to hear people like Michela ari3""Armand Denis talk, to men-
tion some of the last year's activities. 

Although we do not try and make money, we seem to 
accumulate enough to give presents to all our members when 
they leave East Africa; to send flowers to people in hospital, and 
to give a premium bond to any new babies born to members. 
T o sum up, we thoroughly enjoy ourselves and are glad to have 
this chance to tell everyone what fun we have. 
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2 : i 1 S q i ' ^ ^ n H O N H . F . I ' . O . .HI 

234 Squadron provides the Army's (and some of the R.A.F.'s) 
internal communications on the island of Malta. This means, 
of course, that we are one of those " static " units—^but the 
last few months have shown how " un-static" we can be 
when given the chance. 

In October, 1962, Sergeant Mifsud, Lance-Corporal Cauchi 
and S i^almen Parnis and Peart took part in Exercise " Desert 
Jock" in North Africa. This was an expedition by a group 
from I St Battalion Royal Highland Fusiliers to explore part 
of the Libyan Desert and, in particular, the Tibesti Mountains 
which are north of Lake Chad. Sergeant Mifsud and his party 
were to provide radio communication, using C i i s , with the 
expedition base in Benghazi. The expedition moved off from 
Benghazi on 6th October, and by way of Mersa Brega, the 
Zelten Oil Field and Tazerbo, reached Kufra Oasis by the 
19th. They had crossed some 600 miles of desert since leaving 
Benghazi. After some rest and reorganisation, the group split 
into two. A forward base was set up at Kufra, and a summit 
party, including Sergeant Mifsud and his men, pressed on south 
to the Tibesti mountains. T h e going was very hard and the 
party was finally halted by the 300ft. escarpment wall of a 
deep wadi which crossed their path and stretched for miles 
in either direction. The party tried to circumnavigate the 
obstacle, but found they had reached the border of Chad to 
the east of the mountains and could go no further in that 
direction. Time and petrol were getting short, and there was 
no choice but to return the 200 miles to the forward base 
at Kufra. T h e expedition returned by way of Jalo and reached 
Benghazi on 2nd November. 

The expedition had been hard work but very interesting. T h e 
party saw much evidence of desert fighting during the last 
war and had to pass through minefields which were still live. 
They were well received by the local Arabs who were grateful 
for medical treatment given to them by the Medical Officer 
travelling with the expedition. Radio contact was maintained 
with Benghazi—even at the range of 800 miles—using the C i i 
and 16ft. twin " V " aerials. 

In February of this year another party from the Squadron 
went to North Africa. They left at short notice to help with 
rescue operations after the Barce earthquake. Signalmen 
Bulmer, Tabone and Buhagiar were manning a C i i radio 
terminal at Barce, which was passing requests for medical 
supplies and equipment to Benghazi. Sigiialmen V. Pace and 
Vassallo were employed installing and maintaining emergency 
lighting in the tented hospital set up outside Barce. They 
stayed in North Africa for a month and returned in March 
after much hard, but rewarding, work. Another party went to 
Benghazi in March. Corporal Perham with Signalmen Osborne, 
Spiteri and Garrard went across to help 245 Squadron in 
the movement and re-installation of a telephone exchange. 

In the field of sport, the Squadron has had a fair amount of 
success. T h e hockey team, captained by W.O.II Molony, won 
the Army League, playing 14 games and losing only one. They 
also had a good run in the knock-out competition and were 
beaten in the semi-final, after extra time, by a strong team from 
I D.E.R.R. They did well, also, in another knock-out competi-
tion, organised by a civilian club, when they were again beaten 
in the semi-final, this time by R.A.F., Luqa. Our soccer team, 
captained by Sergeant Jackson, lost only one of their ten games 
in the Inter-Service League and finished as runners-up. This 
was a very good performance in face of strong opposition from 
Royal Navy teams. In the Garrison Knock-out Cup we were 
beaten in the semi-final by i D.E.R.R., when our players showed 
poor form. Several members of the Squadron appeared regularly 
for the Royal Signals (Malta) Rugby X V . The Royal Signals' 
team had a disappointing season, but suddenly found form at 
the end and scored 96 points in its last four games. 

The Squadron has provided players for the Army (Malta) 
hockey, soccer, basketball, rugby and cricket teams, and expects 
to sweep the board, as usual, in water polo and swimming 
this summer. T w o of our rugby players, Corporal Mitchell and 
Corporal McDonald, travelled with the Army rugby team to 
Tripoli to play in a rugby festival competition. Army, Navy 
and Air Force teams from North Africa and Malta were com-
peting in the competition, and although the Army (Malta) team 
had only moderate success, everyone had a most enjoyable time. 

Many of our hockey and soccer games are played on the 
Floriana parade ground. This huge expanse of yellow stone is 
sort of a Maltese " no man's land." N o one is quite sure to 

(Continued at foot of next column) 

<t02 T I t W O P ( M l 
H . F . P . O I O 

We started off November by deciding that we required a 
change of air, so, with little more ado, set off for the Indian 
Ocean (a deserted beach 20 miles south of Mombasa) to par-
take of ten days' training and sunshine. Our methods of trans-
port included rail, road and river. T h e advance party by 
vehicles, the main party by rail, while the foolhardy of us by 
catamaran—glorified raft—down the Tana River on an adventure 
training trip. Our activities at this camp included P .T . at 06.00 
hours, medical instruction, self-protection, etc., etc., map-read-
ing, communication races (a great success) and night patrols. 
Our sporting activities were equally varied and included deep 
sea fishing; snorkling around the reef off the catamaran; 
swimming, surfing, beach soccer and looking at game in the 
nearby game reserve. Mention of the sports enjoyed during 
the balmy Mombasa nights is better left for another type of 
magazine. 

We returned to be honoured by the visit of our Representa-
tive Colonel Commandant, Major-General Moberly, and would 
like to think that he and his wife enjoyed their short stay as 
much as we enjoyed seeing and talking to them. 

Our next endeavour started on 14th February, when the 
Troop split in opposite directions, but with similar aims. Both 
parties were to climb impressive mountains and continue to 
communicate the while (the O.C. and " A " Troop south into 
Tanganyika and thence up Mount Kilimanjaro, while the T . S . M . 
and " B " Troop proceded north and up Mount Kenya). How-
ever, let this " e p i c " of Exercise " Kiliken " be narrated by 
others who took part. (In the July WIRE.—Ed.) 

Having returned from Exercise " Kiliken," we had two days 
to gather our equipment before travelling north into the 
Northern Frontier District to take part in Exercise " Sharp 
Pangas " (the annual combined Army/R.A.F. exercise). Here 
we were employed in a reporting role, with patrols in the 
field reporting into a non-tactical headquarters, where we found 
that our reports were filling the map quicker than those of the 
umpires! The C.S.O., I think, also found us useful for providing 
communications where others were either failing or having 
trouble. Then apart from a few " Bond James " episodes of 
sabotage, the unit returned to camp for a few well-earned days' 
leave before settling down to the unpopular necessity of class-
room training and upgrading. 

These then, are a few of the major activities of this inde-
pendent Troop during the last six months, not to mention the 
varied Troop exercises that have occurred. At all times, of 
course, we have maintained patrols in Aden and Zanzibar. 
Thus, perhaps, you may see the reason for our motto " 602 
shooting through " and if you are interested in our mainly out-
door life, then please do not apply to join us since Records have 
served us very well, but instead " watch this space." 

whom it belongs. One enthusiastic officer some years ago 
attempted to clarify the situation and find out who is really 
responsible for the ground. He found, after an exhausting en-
quiry, that several groups had " a finger in the p ie"—civ i l 
organisations, the military, the civil police and the church. 
One group owned it, another controlled its use, others had 
rights to use it on certain ocasions; while, by usage, the general 
public had established rights of entry. Thus, our hockey and 
soccer players may have to dribble round an old man taking 
his dog for a walk, or a mother wheeling a pram surrounded 
bv a flock of unruly children. All of which tests their quickness 
of thought, produces novel tactical considerations and adds a 
new dimension to the game. No one gets very annoyed about 
the unusual hazards, because no one knows who is in the right. 
T h e whole business is one of amiable chaos, which provides a 
refreshing interlude of nonsense in the rigid, tabulated conduct 
of affairs in this technological age. 

Captain C. S. Ward who, inter alia, ran the Army's rugby 
and cricket on the island almost single-handed during his 
stay here, left us in April. We wish him good luck and 
success in his new appointment in the Junior Leaders Regiment. 
We also say goodbye to our Squadron Sergeant Major, W.O.II 
Molony, who goes to join our neighbours, 235 Squadron 
( C O M C A N ) as R.Q.M.S. Farewells, also, to Staff Sergeant D. 
Convery, Chief Clerk at H.Q., Royal Signals, Malta and Libya, 
who leaves the island on 30th April and will join the School 
of Signals after attending a course at 24th Regiment. 
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An Apology 
T o 28th and 30th Regiments—that their notes are misplaced. They will agree that " Cyprus—Island in the Sun " 

is some excu&e for the Sub-Editor's mistake. Apology also to Corporals C. K . R. French and A. Micklethwaite whose 
excellent accounts of ascents of Mt. Kenya and Mt. Kilimanjaro in friendly rivalry must be held over until July, and to 
Corporal D . Bullard vfhose " Hamming on Aphrodite's Isle " suffers the same fate. 

Calling Ex-Boys! 
We hope this will catch your eye; particularly if you are a 

Warrant Officer Class II who could be in London on Saturday, 
14th September, 1963. You (and your wife) could then enjoy a 
most pleasant evening at the Ex-Boys' Ninth Annual Dinner 
at the Victory Ex-Services Club, Seymour Street, W.2. 

It is astonishing how many old friends one meets at these 
functions, not only ex-Boys over 60 and under 20, but many 
officers of the Corps who are well known from the early Catterick 
days. A t the last dinner there were many R.S.M.s present but 
only three W.O.IIs. No matter what your rank, if you are an 
ex-Boy you will be sure to meet some of your old acquaintances. 

One attender might even be your own son, for this year we 
are to have four Boys from Denbury Junior Leaders' Regiment 
and at least two Boys from the Army Apprentices' School at 
Harrogate. 

Details ot the Dinner are on page 189, and if you will look 
back to November, 1961, issue (p. 383) you are sure to recognise 
some that you know. 

Full details will gladly be sent to you if you will send a 
postcard to Major F. G. Strange (Retired), 9, Kidmore Road, 
Caversham Heights, Reading, Berks. 

# b 1 1 « a r p 

SIG]*AI . T l t O O P , 22 S . A . S . R E G I M E N T 
Co rpo rn l Mic l iac l M u r p h y 

Recently we had the sad duty of attending, at St. Martin's 
Church, Hereford, a memorial service to Corporal M. Murphy, 
who was killed in a helicopter crash in North Borneo, whilst 
on operations against terrorists. 

Owing to the nature of the terrain, the body was buried at 
the scene of the crash, and a funeral service was held in 
an aircraft flying overhead. Many wreaths were dropped. 

Corporal Murphy had been with the S.A.S. for seven years 
and in the Corps for 13 years. During his tour with us he 
served as a radio operator faithfully and with great devotion 
to duty. 

Recently his wife gave birth to a baby son. He will be sadly 
missed by all. 

A N N U A L SUBSCRIBERS' A D D R E S S E S : 

M a n y copies of " T h e W i r e " and of the R o y a l Signals L is t are returned by the Post Off ice with a 

note that the subscriber's address is unknown. 

Wil l all annual subscribers please tell the Editor in good time of their n e w address. 

trept youpnio SupiMinx motoring 
The Hillman Super Minx is at home anywhere On rough raads or smooth, maior or minor, you'H discover that the super in Super Minx 

is a word with a wealth of meaning. The comfort is something very special. The 1.6 litre engine gives an economical 80 mph plus, 

the front disc brakes provide stopping power to match. And the lines are crisply attractive. There ore three Super Minxes—saloon, 

convertible and estate car. Borg-Warner fully-automatic transmission is available as an extra on all of them. 

ARE YOU ft PRIVILEGED PERSON? Members of Her Majesty's Forces 
posted overseas can buy the Super Minx at generous tax-free 
rates, which allow up'to s(x months* motoring In the U.K. Hlllmon Super Minx 
ROOTES LTD — EUROPEAN SECTION • OVERSEAS RETAIL DEPT • PICCADILLY • LONDON • W.I " 

JROOTES AUTOS (DEUTSCHLANO) GMBH < MILITARY SALES PEPT • 4 OUSSELDORF POSTFACHS 6823 
JS^S I ^ '4: 
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2UIII I I K t a M E N T 
• I . F . I ' . O . l O 

W a r r j i i i t Offic<^r!«' a n d M«N!« 
As the Mess has not subscribed to the Unit Notes since 

NATOisation in 1961, a few lines may be of interest. By " The 
Mess " we now mean the one in Francisca Barracks, near Kre-
feld, which we now share with our gallant allies the 13 (Belgian) 
T T r and the Netherlands Signal Squadron, Our Rheindahlen 
Mess has at last been handed over (with some furniture) to 
the Garrison, and, incidentally, our Officers' Mess there was 
closed as well. However, 2 and 3 Squadron (W.R.A.C.) still 
function in Rheindahlen, with the help of the Royal Canadian 
Corps of Signals. 

TTie usual change-round in the Mess has been going on, 
and few pre-'6i faces remain. As regular readers of this 
column will know, R.S.M. D. Spence relieved R.S.M. K . 
Bailey before Christmas, 1962, and has recently gone into 
competition with Pirbright on Saturday mornings. A number 
of creases have been ironed out of our Comcen seniors, who 
thought one only went on the range with a Stirling. 

Despite our remote location, we continue to enjoy a full 
entertainments programme, which is thrown out of balance a 
little at present by a do-it-yourself effort to redecorate the ante 
room. Those still serving with the British Army, where 
engineers actually decorate premises to a decent standard, are 
due for quite a shock in this connection if they serve with 
N.A.T.O. 

would like to report, brieflly however, that our last few went 
on loth May, and amongst them, as with previous groups, were 
many whom we were sorry to see go. Although conscription 
and National Service brought men of varied outlook and skills 
into the Army during the last quarter-of-a-century, it will be a 
great relief to be together long enough in Regular Units to 
become really skilled in our work. Nevertheless, we said a 
ceremonial, but informal, goodbye to Group N S 09.22 as repre-
sentative of all the excellent National Servicemen we have had 
in the Regiment, and we hope they will take pride in wearing 
their presentation blue ties emblazoned with the H.Q., Northern 
Army Group Francisca Axe as they walk down " Civvy Street" 
. . . especially if they are on their way to the recruiting centre, 
as we would be glad to welcome them back. 

A n d N o w 

we turn our attention to making 2 Squadron (yes!) as 
mobile as i Squadron, and to the real business of the summer— 
shooting, athletics, cricket, canoeing and gliding. May we 
here extend an invitation to A L L , but to 13th, i6th and 21st 
Regiments in particular, to come over to Briiggen Airfield on 
any Saturdays, Sundays or public holidays and help us fly the 
Corps two-seater glider, which is located there with the Phoenix 
Gliding Club? 

IVutioiial Service Ends 
This issue of THE WIRE resounds to the departure of the 

last National Servicemen, and even before it was published, 
the popular press has filled many pages on the same theme. We 

{Continued in Column 2) 

Territorial Army 
:iOtli R E G I M E N T 

April has been a rather quiet month for the Regiment, with 
the maximum number of personnel away on courses or leave. 

With -military " flaps " occurring in all four comers of the 
globe, 640 Signal Troop patiently wait for the call to go and 
" sort it out." So far, the only lucky ones are Lieutenant M. S. 
Wilson-Brown and a detachment, who have flown to the Far 
East. 

A t the season's final meet of the Portman Hunt on loth 
April, the Regiment provided the stirrup cup. 

[Photo: Courtesy Portman Press Bureau 

Lieutenant M. S. Wilson-Brown and his bride at their wedding on 
30th March, 1963 and Officers of 30th Regiment. 

47th R E G I M E N T ( T . A . ) 
M i n O L E S E X Y E O M A N R Y 

(Tlin Dnkc of Cambr idge ' s H u s s a r s ) 

After four years in 
command, we said good-
bye to Lieutenant-Colonel 
S. R. Beazley at the end 
of April, and welcomed 
his successor, Lieutenant-
Colonel S. J. Williams, 
M.B.E., T.D. 

Lieutenant - C o l o n e l 
Simon R. Beazley, late 
W e l s h Guards a n d 
Frontier Force, is well-
known for his views that 
discipline is the basis of 
morale and efficiency—a 
belief that has been justi-
fied by the considerable 
success of his tour of 
c o m m a n d . His con-
scienciousness, high sense 
of duty and tireless efforts 
for increased operational 
efficiency (so aptly de-

fined by him as " H i g h Morale plus Technical Proficiency"), 
earned the respect and acclaim of all. 

Lieutenant-Colonel S. J. Williams, M.B.E., T.D., until recently 
our Second-in-Command, is cast in the same " go-getting" 
mould as our late_ C.O., and indeed theirs was a remarkable 
partnership of initiative and energy. 

Commissioned in May, 1933, from London University O.T.C. , 
Lieutenant-Colonel Williams's unbroken service has earned 
him the T . D . and four bars, thought to be a record for a serving 
officer. This service has spanned appointments in India, 
Africa and the U.K. , where, for two years after the war, he 
commanded a Squadron at 3 Training Regiment, Royal Signals. 
Of those who have served with him, few are likely to forget 
this phoenix of " Popski." 

L i e u t e n a n t - C o l o n e l S. J. W i l l i a m s , M.B.E. , 
T . D , 
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Presentation 
of the 

Honorary Freedom 

of Entry 

to the 

Borough of 

Wanstead & Woodford 

to 

45th (ESSEX) 

Signal Regiment, T.A. 

i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i 

P I C T U R E T A K E N A F T E R T H E M E E T I N G O F T H E C O U N C I L O N 23rd A P R I L W H E N T H E R E S O L U T I O N 
W A S P A S S E D 

Left to right. Front Row: Major E. R. Ha rdy , Ma jo r R, A . Che l l , T . D . , L i eu tenan t -Co lone 'J. H . Mansf ie ld, T .D . , His W o r s h i p 
t he Mayor of Wans tead and W o o d f o r d , C o u n c i l l o r W . O . J. Rob inson, J.P., Co lone l Sir John Ruggles-Br ise, BT., C.B., O.B.E. , 

T . D . , J.P., A l d e r m a n D a l t o n , J.P., A l d e r m a n G. C. E. D i x o n , J.P., Major W . H i l l , T . D . 
Back row: L ieu tenan t M. U p t o n , Signalman I. T rave rs , Signalman De Costa, Sergeant N . O ' N e i l l , W . O . I I H . Bowers , W . O . I . 
A . C o o p e r , R.S.M. J. Dona ldson, RQMS W i l k i n s , Sergeant A . G u t f i e l d , C o r p o r a l A . Ranson ( A C C ) , Signalman E. B a r t h o l o m e w , 

W . O . I I F. B romf i e l d 

WA N S T E A D and Woodford is a Borough of Greater 
London situated in pleasant surroundings near Epping 

Forest. Now that Sir Winston Churchill has decided to retire 
from politics his 39 years as Member of Parliament for this 
constituency will unhappily come to an end. In 1945 the great 
respect for Sir Winston and Lady Churchill felt by the people 
of this area was demonstrated by conferring upon them the 
Freedom of the Borough. Only one other individual has been 
awarded the Freedom of the Borough—the Founder Member. 
Sir James Hawkey, Bt. 

Perhaps some explanation of this ancient custom might be 
appropriate here. It dates back to the early Roman Empire 
when to be " born free " as a Citizen of Rome resulted in many 
privileges and rights superior to those of other cities, although 
it did not secure exemption from taxation. In the United 
Kingdom the practice can be traced back to 600 A.D. In 
Saxon times " G u i l d s " of men of the same trade existed for 
mutual aid and protection. The members were Freemen 
admitted only after long apprenticeship. Perhaps the greatest 
privilege gained by Freemen was to be allowed to trade whole-
sale and retail. Originally Freedom cauld be secured in three 
ways—^by Patrimony, Apprenticeship or Redemption—but in 
more recent times admission could be claimed by gift or 
marriage and Freemen's Courts were held as recently as the 
end of the last century. Freemen thus elected received the 
right to a Parliamentary Vote and in some towns exemption 
from tolls and dues. 

It was the practice to confer the honorary Freedom of the 
Borough as a mark of distinction upon a person whom the 
Cxiuncil wishes to honour because he is a person of distinction, 
or one who has rendered eminent services to the Borough. It 
was first recognised by the Honorary Freedom of Boroughs 
Act, 1885, now replaced by the Local Government Act, 1933. 
It does not confer any of the benefits previously possessed by 
Freemen; but the rare distinction of the honour of Freedom 
in more recent times is a reflection of the value and importance 
that accrued to it in ancient times socially and financially, and 
the credit and reputation of it is thus preserved and recognised 
in honorary promotion for eminent services at the present day. 

The practice of conferring the honorary " Freedom of Entry " 
upon Regiments is a fairly recent one; indeed the earliest grant 
appears to have been in December, 1943, when the Corporation 
of Sheffield conferred the honour upon the York and Lancaster 
Regiment. However, its roots lie deep in the history of local 
and central government; it affords an interesting example of 
the power and influence of the old boroughs and cities in rela-
tion to central government in the past. Of these, the cities of 
Edinburgh and London are the most notable. When the Army 
required more men, the custom was to send a recruiting officer 

and party to various towns, and to draw public attention by 
the steady beat of a drum. In these two cities—and there were 
others—permission had to be obtained by the Army from the 
Corporation to enter and " beat the drum." This permission 
came to be granted " in solemn form." It was also necessary 
to obtain the consent of the Corporation before troops could 
march through these towns. Hence arose the practice of con-
ferring, as a matter of honour upon individual Regiments 
the right " to march through the town with bayonets fixed, 
drums beating and colours flying." From these ancient prac-
tices, the modern grant of " Freedom of Entry " can be traced. 

By conferring upon 45th (Essex) Regiment, T.A. , such an 
ancient and unique honour the Borough of Wanstead and Wood-
ford were indeed creating history. There were two main events 
connected with the presentation. The first took place in formal 
but colourful and impressive surroundings in Council Chambers 
before a special meeting of the Borough Council on 23rd April. 
Members of the Regiment and their wives were invited to 
attend and they witnessed the proposal in most moving terms 
that the Regiment should be granted the Freedom of the 
Borough. T h e Mayor, in scarlet robes and chain of office, 
heard a unanimous assent to the proposal from the Aldermen 
and Councillors, seated in fur-trimmed purple robes before him. 

And the following Resolution was approved: — 

" That in appreciation of the distinguished record and 
gallant traditions of the 45th (Essex) Signal Regiment, T .A . , 
during a period of fifty-four years of loyal and devoted service 
to the Sovereigns of this Realm, and in recognition of its 
intimate association with the Borough since 1947, during 
which time many local residents have rendered valuable 
service, the Council do confer upon the said Regiment the 
Honorary Freedom of Entry xjf this Borough, with the right, 
privilege and honour of marching through the streets of the 
Borough on all ceremonial occasions with bayonets fixed, 
drums beating and Colours flying." 

Colonel Sir John A. Ruggles-Brise, Bt., C.B., O.B.E., T.D., J.P.. 
Lord Lieutenant of Essex, responded to the Resolution by the 
Council. Later at an official reception for members of the 
Council and their guests the Commanding Officer, Lieutenant-
Colonel J. H. Mansfield, T.D., presented the Council with an 
attractive wooden shield with silver lettering and inscription as 
a gesture of appreciation of the honour to be granted to the 
Regiment. The shield was specially made with the assistance of 
our sister Regiment—i6th Regiment in B.A.O.R. T h e second 
and more public event was the actual ceremony of handing to 
the Regiment a silver casket containing a scroll on which the 
words of the Resolution were written. 

Thus on Saturday, 27th April, the Regiment assembled at 
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Top left: The ceremony of signing the Scroll. The Commanding 
Officer signing, The Master of Signals, the Mayor, the Honorary 

Colonel and the Town Clerk looking on 

Bottom left: Lieutenant Digby-Smith with the contingent from 16th 
Regiment during the ceremony of handing over four lances and 

pennants 

Top right: The Mayor speaking to Sergeant Hardy, during the 
Inspection of the Regiment 

Bottom right: The Commanding Officer presenting the shield on 
behalf of the Regiment to the Mayor in the Council Chambers 

Regimental Headquarters and moved off in brilliant sunshine 
to a nearby park. The Director of Music, Captain C. H. Pike, 
and the full Corps Band led the column through the area which 
was closed to all traffic. Behind the Commanding Officer 
marched officers of Regimental Headquarters followed by a 
Guard of Honour in two divisions. Between the two divisions 
marched an Officer and two Warrant Officers whose duty was 
to carry and escort the casket containing the scroll after it had 
been presented. All marching troops were wearing No. i Dress. 
In the rear of the marching troops thirty highly polished and 
newly painted motor cycles and vehicles followed driving in 
pairs. There were i8o officers and men on parade, of these one 

officer reported for duty from Jersey and other personnel 
travelled from homes over 70 miles away. Many other officers 
and men assisted in ancillary duties. 

Before forming up at the park the Regiment accepted four 
magnificent cavalry lances with pennants especially presented 
for this and subsequent ceremonial occasions by i6th Regiment. 
Lieutenant Digby-Smith and a party of six men including a 
trumpeter had flown over prior to the day of the parade. T h e 
presence of this contingent gave inspiration and pleasure to all 
ranks on parade. T h e lances they handed over added colourful 
traditional links with ceremonial from the past. 

Members of the Council and guests arrived during the form-

The Corps Trumpeters sounding the fanfare 
The Commanding Officer marching at the head of the Regiment 

shortly after leaving Regimental Headquarters 



ing up of the Regiment. The Honorary Colonel of the Regiment, 
Colonel H. B. Jolly, O.B.E., T.D., D.L., J.P., met the Master of 
Signals and Lady Scott who were shortly afterwards joined by 
the Mayoral Party on the flower-bedecked dais. After compli-
ments had been paid the Mayor, Councillor W. O. J. Robinson, 
J.P., was invited to inspect the Regiment drawn up before him. 
During the inspection the Corps Band played appropriate airs. 
On the return of the party to the dais the Town Clerk read 
out the Resolution which was heard by an estimated public of 
3,000 people. The Mayor then addressed the assembly and 
made most complimentary remarks about the Regiment, finally 
reading congratulatory telegrams, including one from Sir 
Winston Churchill. The scroll bearing the words of the Free-
dom of Entry was then signed and handed over to the Regi-
ment. In his reply the Commanding Officer thanked the 
Borough for conferring this great honour upon the Regiment. 
The Corps fanfare trumpeters sounded twice during the cere-
mony and the fanfare on both occasions had special meaning 
since it was composed by a local resident and had special 
reference to the Borough's Coat of Arms. 

The Regiment then fixed bayonets, according to its new 
privilege, and gave the General Salute to the Borough. Later, 
re-formed and led by the Band it marched past the saluting 
base, where the salute was taken by the Mayor with the 
Master of Signals on his right. The vehicles followed and 
the whole column moved through the Borough back to Regi-
mental Headquarters. The scroll was carried through the 
streets for the public to see and finally deposited at the 
Officers' Mess, where it now has the place of honour amongst 
the Regimental trophies. 

Old Comrades and members of the Regiment's Branch of 
the Royal Signals Association were also present on this occasion. 
During the evening, a large gathering of wives, families and 
friends were entertained in all messes and there we said au 
revoir to Brigadier E. C. R. Blaker, O.B.E., C.S.O., Eastern 
Command, who has since departed for FARELF. 

The interest shown on the occasion by the large number 
of guests and the thousands of onlookers made us feel that it 
was a proud and memorable day in the history of the Corps 
and the Regiment. 

Royal Signals (Catterick) 1963 Golf Meeting 
The 1963 golf meeting took place on i8th April, 1963, on 

the Catterick Garrison Golf Course. The weather was un-
expectedly good, playing conditions a little heavy. A really en-
joyable day was had by all at the meeting. The prizes were 
presented by Mrs. A. C. Cox to the successful competitors who 
were: 

Inter Regimental Trophy: H.Q., Training Brigade. 
Medal Handicap: Winner, Major J. E. Evans, M.C.; second. 

Brigadier A. C. Cox, O.B.E.; third, Mr. J. V. Saunders 
(Civilian Instrument Mechanic with 8th Regiment). 

Stableford Foursomes: Winners, Major W. MacDonald and 
Lieutenant-Colonel (Retd.) D. K. Hayman; runners-up. 
Captain T . H. Blashill and Mr. J. V. Saunders. 

The three shore paragraphs about sport are inserted here to 
draw attention to the lack oj reporting of Corps sports. 

Royal Signals (Cyprus) Spring Golf Meeting 
2 6 2 S4(IJA»n4»X 

ii.F.p.o. sa 
The spring meeting took place at the end of last month on 

the Nicosia Golf Course. The meeting consisted of three 
competitions, namely, an open and a handicap championship 
and a inter-Unit competition, based on handicap. Players from 
9th Regiment, 259 Squadron and 262 Squadron took part. 
Colonel Grigg, our new C.S.O., who had only been on the 
island some 48 hours turned out for 262. 

The Nicosia club is civilian and we were therefore fortunate 
in being allowed to hold our meeting there. It is a nine hole 
course, reasonably easy to play over and has excellent browns. 

Details of results are as follows: — 
Open Championships. Winner: Lance-Corporal Milne, 9th 

Regiment; Runner-up: Lieutenant-Colonel Fairman, 9th 
Regiment. 

Handicap Competition. Winner: Major Gram Hansen, 259 
Squadron; Runner-up: Lance-Corporal Milne, 9th Regiment. 

Inter-Unit Competition: 259 Squadron. 
It may be of interest to readers to know that Lance-Corporal 

Milne is also the Cyprus Island and Army Champion for 1963. 

Signal Training Centre (F.E.) 

Sweep the board 

Signal Training Centre, Far East, 
swept the board at the British Army 
Motor Rally held in Singapore on 9th 
and 10th May. They were the overall 
winners of the event. 

They won the team championships, 
were the winners of the quarter-ton class, 
runners-up of the up-to-three-ton class, 
winners of the Royal Signals Cup and 
winners of the Malay Cup. 

The Signal Training Centre became 
263 Signal Squadron on 1st June. 

A full account of these successes and 
a photo will appear in the next issue of 
THE WIRE. 

miiiiiiiiiuiiniiiiniiiiiiuMMnmiiiuiiiiiiiiniiiiniiiiiiiMniiniiiiiiiininiiiininiiiiiiiiiiiiimimnminMiiî  

T h e following goods are available from Association Headquarters : 

Corps Ties—Heavy Weave 7 / 6 
Woollen 8 / 6 
Terylene 1 1 / -

Corps Scarves—Woollen 2 1 / -
Rayon Squares 2 1 / -

Cravats—Terylene 2 1 / -

Corps Cuff Links 8 / 6 

Association Buttonhole Badges or Brooches 2/— M e m b e r t only 

Blazer Badges 4 5 / -
Crested Ash Trays 4 / 6 

IHIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIHIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIUIIIIIIIIIIIillllllllllllll 

Blazer Buttons—Large (each) 2/3 
Small (each) r/8 

Motor Car Badges (enamelled in Corps 
Colours 35/-

Motor Cycle Badges (enamelled in Corps 
Colours) 20/-

Corps Plaques 29/6 Plus postage 
Corps Diaries (available each year between November and 

February. Apply to Headquarters for Order Form). 

Please Send Cash With Order for all the above articlei. 
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The past few months have provided ample material on which 
to report, based mainly on the Relinquishment and Assumption 
of Appointments Annexure to Northern Command Orders: 

T h e first relinquishment was that of Captain David Lycett-
Gregson as Adjutant after nearly three years with the Regiment 
— h e was dined out last autumn—a memorable occasion to all 
those who were present, and a suitable ending to a tour of 
duty which included the trials of " Re-org.," and the conse-
quent change of establishment and admission of W.R.A.C. to 
the Regiment. We all hope that he is enjoying soldiering in 
Germany. Major S. L . Kemp is our new Training Major, and 
we wish him a pleasant stay with the T.A. , and good com-
municating ! 

Lieutenant-Colonel " B i l l " Nicholson, the Regiment's first 
regular C.O., was unfortunately unable to be dined out when he 
left the Regiment in November, but this was adequately com-
pensated for early this year, when amongst the fifty officers 
dining in Mess were six former C.O.s Lieutenant (Q.M.) A. 
Page was dined out on the same occasion, prior to his posting 
to Singapore. Major (Q M.) H. Marjoram has succeeded him. 
Another most welcome guest at this dinner was Lieutenant-
Colonel E. J. Winn, a former Adjutant, who was about to take 
up his appointment as C.R. Signals in Hong Kong. Lieutenant-
Colonel A. A. Edwards, T.D., who has now assumed command 
of the Regiment, does so as the fitting peak to a T . A . career 
which has been devoted to 50 (N) Regiment. In his speech 
at his predecessor's dining-out, he spoke for the whole Regi-
ment when he said with what esteem and affection Lieutenant-
Colonel Nicholson has always been regarded and how privileged 
we had been to have him as our first regular Commanding 
Officer. 

In March we dined out our Honorary Colonel for the past 
three years, Lieutenant-Colonel R. M. Percival, T.D., D.L., whose 
fatherly eye and keen interest has always been very much 
appreciated; happily, Brigadier T . T . J. Sheffield, O.B.E., T.D., 
D.L., A.D.C., O.C. from 1936-1941, who was unable, through 
illness, to join us to wish Lieutenant-Colonel Nicholson well, 
was able to be with us on this occasion. 

Our final assumption of appointment to date is that of 
Honorary Colonel, by Colonel W. A. Lee, O.B.E., T.D., who 
receives a warm welcome from all ranks. 

P L E A S E ! P I ^ A S E ! P L E A S E ! 

A number of soldiers are now subscribing to THE 
WIRE individually. D o let us know in advance of 
your future movements or postings so that we can 
keep our mailing list up-to-date and thus ensure that 
you receive your WIRE on time each month. 

O F F I C E R S A T T E N D I N G T H E D I N I N G - O U T O F L I E U T E N A N T - C O L O N E L 
W . N I C H O L S O N 

Left to right: C o l o n e l W . A . Lee , O . B . E . , T . D . , C . O . I 9 S 0 - I 9 S 3 a n d p r e s e n t 
H o n . C o l o n e l , L i e u t e n a n t - C o l o n e l R. M . P e r c i v a l , T . D . , D . L . , C . O . 1942 a n d 
I 9 ' 1 7 - I 9 5 0 , H o n . C o l o n e l u p t o 31 M a r c h , 1963, L i e u t e n a n t C o l o n e l A . A . E d w a r d s , 
T . D . . P r e s e n t C o m m a n d i n g O f f i c e r , L i e u t e n a n t - C o l o n e l W . N i c h o l s o n , R Sigs. , 
C . O . 1959-1962 , B r i g a d i e r C . C . F a i r w e a t h e r , O . B . E . , T . D . , D . L . , C h a i r m a n , 
N o r t h R i d i n g T a n d A . F . A s s o c i a t i o n , L i e u t e n a n t - C o l o n e l R. S t e v e n s o n - W i g h t , 
T . D . , C . O . 1941 -1942 , L i e u t e n a n t - C o l o n e l G . R. T h o m p s o n , T . D . . C . O . 1956-1959 
B r i g a d i e r S i r G e o r g e W a l t o n , K . B . E . , C . B . , T . D . , D . L . , J .P. , C . O . 1930-1963 , 

C o l o n e l G . F. H . W a l k e r , O . B . E . , T . D . , C . O . , 1953-1956 

TRIUMPH-
POWER IN HAND-
ON DUTY AND OFF 
If you can handle it, real power adds zest to the p leasure 
of motorcyc l ing . 

Tha t ' s why the ski l fu l r iders of the Royal S igna ls 
Display Team, together w i th hundreds of o ther of f ic ia l 
bodies all over the wor ld , a lways choose T r i u m p h . 

Doesn ' t that make a T r i u m p h the Ideal o f f -du ty mo to r -
cycle for you? 

T H E BEST M O T O R C Y C L E I N T H E W O R L D 
Triumph Enqineerinq Co. Ltd., a member of the Birminaham Small Arms Group of Companlftt 
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52iul ( L O W L A N D ) KEGIMEXT (T .A . ) 

The Training Major, Major C. S. Galbraith, and R.S.M. 
P. Mullin had it all " buttoned-up." No training over Easter 
and four glorious days' leave for the Permanent Staff. Alas! 
" The well laid plans o' mice and men gang aft agley," to quote 
our national bard. The enthusiasm of the T.A. volunteers for 
a three training week-end proved infectious, and before 
long an exercise with a difference was being planned. 

The idea was a competition between a team frorri 321 Squad-
ron (Infantry Brigade) and another from 2 and 3 Squadrons. 
The aim was to see which team, within a time limit, could 
establish the longest communications chain to R.H.Q. Line, 
radio, radio relay and S.D.S. had to be used, and minimum 
distances for each were laid down. 

At the same time, H.Q. Squadron, not to be outdone, 
decided to run their own quite separate exercise. (Squadron 
notes follow). 

!>«quafIron 

On Saturday, 20th April, 321 Squadron set off on the most 
ambitious and far-flung exercise ever undertaken by them. The 
object of the exercise was to establish communications from 
Glasgow to a point as far away as possible, as the crow flies. 
Not being able to find big enough crows to transport 'selves 
and equipment, we set off happily, in two groups, towards 
Helmsdale and Dava in motorised transport. The journey to 
Helmsdale was pleasant, though rather long, and the scenery, 
along Loch Lomond, through Glencoe and along the Caledonian 
Canal, was marred only by the fact that " Nessie " (the Loch 
Ness Monster) did not oblige us by putting in an appearance. 
A brief halt at Spean Bridge enabled us to visit the Commando 
War Memorial, the site and form of which impressed us deeply. 
Chastened, and of a more military frame of mind, we hastened 
to our destination—^Helmsdale, about 15 miles south of Wick. 

Weather report for journey: Leaving Barrhead, sunny, with 
brief showers; Glencoe, snow drifts; Moray Firth area, cold 
and windy (extremely). The trip to Dava was rather shorter, 
but equally varied in climatic conditions, if not scenically. 

The exercise showed how carefully the Army does not over-
estimate the capabilities of its equipment. The B 70 RR set, 
which has a so-called maximum range of 30 miles, worked 
perfectly over 60 miles across the Moray Firth. Our radio link 
was from Dava to R.N.A.S., Abbotsinch—a distance of 160 
miles—and this link was established and maintained from a 
C II at Dava to a 53 set at Abbotsinch; with excellent reception 
at both ends. FromJthe RR terminal at Dava, five miles of D 10 
was laid to the Radio Link, and from Abbotsinch to Glasgow 
the means of communication was D.R. 

The week-end, entitled " Adventure Training," was a competi-
tion between 321 Squadron and 52 (L) Regiment in establishing 
communications over the greatest distance from Glasgow, and I 
am happy to report that 321 Squadron was narrowly the 
winner. 

In a T.A. unit, to achieve any degree of success, the un-
qualified co-operation and support of the Permanent Staff is 
absolutely necessary, and it was to a considerable extent thanks 
to them that our week-end went smoothly and successfully. 

As long as T.A. activity can combine pleasure and pleasant 
surroundings with military duties and routine, there will un-
doubtedly be no problem in maintaining attendances and in 
attracting new recruits to the Corps. 

R O Y A L SIGNALS STABLE BELTS 

New Regulation Pattern with Straps 

Made up as required 

each 9/2 

„ 9/10 

E X P O R T 

U.K. incl. P. Tax -
(Postase Extra) 

T . F R O S T (Saddlers) B A W T R Y 
Nr. D O N C A S T E R 

2 Squadron. Line and radio relay detachments from 
2 Squadron left Glasgow at various times on Saturday. Their 
contribution to the competition was to supply a physical line, 
not less than five miles long, and a one-to-one radio relay link, 
not less than fifteen miles long. They also had to supply 
despatch riders for a third section. Two radio detachments 
from 3 Squadron completed the chain of communication. 

Looking at the map, it was decided that the best route for 
the communications line to take would be north-east from 
Glasgow, working towards the east coast, and diagonally across 
the Forth-Clyde valley to its north-eastern limit. The run 
into Glasgow was to be covered by despatch riders; radio work-
ing on Skywave to complete the remaining hundred-odd miles 
of this section. 

It was now necessary to skirt a range of hills to allow the 
radio relay detachment an optical path, beaming as far into 
the north-eastern tip of Aberdeenshire as possible. To do this, 
the line detachment had to lay an eight-mile line to join the 
radio and radio relay stations. Radio relay completed the net-
work by supplying a forty-mile link, reaching just north of 
Conden Bay on the east coast. In this way we reckoned that, 
as the crow flies, we were approximately one hundred and forty-
five miles distant from Glasgow. 

The group was split into two parts, the main body going 
to Aberdeen, while the despatch riders and a radio detachment 
went to Aberfoyle, twenty-seven miles north of Glasgow. These 
two groups spent Saturday night in their respective harbour 
areas and moved into their various locations early on Sunday 
morning. Communications were established by 14.30 on Sun-
day and the message passed at 15.00. 

All the detachments worked well, passing the message success-
fully through their sections. Once the message had been cleared, 
the remainder of Sunday was spent in packing up equipment; 
returning to the harbour areas in the evening. The convoy 
assembled on Monday and returned home after an enjoyable 
and rewarding week-end. 

II.Q. Kquiidron. The idea of a Squadron week-end 
exercise is so obviously the realm of despatch riders, wireless 
operators, linemen, radio operators, and the like, that it was 
with some trepidation that the idea of a H.Q. Squadron week-
end was considered. How does one exercise a cook, or a G.D. 
man, or even a latrine orderly? 

However, it was considered that such an opportunity to 
function as a Squadron unit, and so build a good Squadron 
spirit, was too good to allow to pass. A three-day exercise was 
arranged. 

The general idea was that the Squadron would set up an 
administrative area in the field, under canvas, and it was 
thought that during the Easter week-end the weather would 
probably be favourable. Our hopes in this direction were soon 
dashed! Saturday dawned with a cold dash of hailstones and 
driving wind. Report had it that our chosen site was under 
water, and a quick change of plan sent the Advance Party to 
our second location, which should have been a stretch of ground 
adjacent to Cultybraggen Camp, Perthshire. 

As the main party proceeded at 15 m.p.h. through the gale, 
our hearts fell lower and lower. We realised that the cooks 
couldn't possibly function efficiently in such weather, nor could 
the tent-erectors resist becoming airborne in the high wind. 

Judge of our reaction when we were met in Comrie by the 
T.O.T., who had taken charge of the Advance Party, with a 
report that he had taken over the W.E.T.C., the cooks had the 
lunch progressing merrily on the gas cookers, and the " Q " Staff 
were standing by to have everyone billeted high and dry. 

This good fortune set the seal on the tenor of the week-
end, and all facets of training were carried on under happier 
conditions than might have been. 

The recruits were trained in map-reading and, judging by 
their demeanour on their return to camp, all enjoyed them-
selves. None was lost. 

The Pipe Band beat Retreat in Comrie, and such was their 
reception that, when they headed the route march to Comrie 
on Monday morning, the town's fifty inhabitants turned out to 
line the route. 

The week-end did not go according to plan, owing to the 
severity of the weather. However, our hurried, makeshift 
change of plan met with success and the original object of 
building esprit de corps was definitely achieved. 
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5 1 ( E . A . ) R E G I M E I V T ( T . A . ) 
3 S Q U A D R O N 

W . O . I I L . H . W a r d 

T h e death of W.O.II L . H. Ward, on Friday, 3rd May, at 
llie age of 45, ended a military career which played a great 
part in his life. He had served the Corps for 22 years with 
(treat devotion and ability. 

Enlisting for the duration of Emergency on 17th January, 
1940, he served in North Africa as a senior N.C.O. and 
C.Q.M.S. from 25th November, 1945 to 25th May, 1947, being 
released to Class Z Reserve just over a year later. 

On loth April, 1951, he enhsted in Royal Signals (T.A.), be-
ing promoted provisional Sergeant upon enlistment. Whereas 
the title of his unit has changed throughout the years, his devo-
tion to duty at the T A C 206, Brompton Road, S.W.3, was un-
failing in its determination. His promotions through the ranks 
of Sub/Sergeant, S.Q.M.S. to W.O.II were well earned and 
give some little indication of the indomitable spirit and character 
of the man. 

His passing is deeply mourned by all ranks of 3 Squadron, 54 
(E.A.) Regiment, T .A. , with whom he served up to the time of 
his death, and a further indication of his popularity has been 
made evident by the number of messages of sympathy received 
by the unit. He will be greatly missed. 

Members of his Warrant Officers' and Sergeants' Mess, of 
which he was justly proud, acted as bearers during the funeral, 
which took place at Falcon Wood Crematorium, Eltham, on 
Friday, loth May, and both officers and other ranks, W.R.A.C. , 
and military of the Squadron lined the route to the chapel. 

5 » t h R E G I M E N T ( T . A . ) 

For four days, towards the end of March, 70 officers and men 
of 59th Regiment (T.A.), from four T . A . centres in Liverpool, 
Seaforth, Atherton and Runcorn, carried out a most interesting 
radio relay exercise with a chain of radio stations situated at 
Standing Stones, Larne, Northern Ireland, through a relay 
station on the top of Snaefell, in the Isle of Man, with a 
terminal at Squires Gate, near Blackpool. 

There was another terminal at Woodvale, near Southport, 
on to which the relay aerials were swoing during the course of 
the exercise. Link performance measurements were made during 
the exercise which justified the belief that carrier and tele-
printer terminal equipment could have been tied on to the 
radio equipment to allow multi-channels working to be estab-
lished from Northern Ireland to England over a circuit stretch-
ing 142 miles in total distance. 

Major G. D . Davis, T.D., the Second-in-Command of the 
Regiment, planned the radio relay site in Northern Ireland 
and Captain A. D . Roberts, T.D., the site in the Isle of Man, 
and also planned the bearings of all the radio " shots." 

He obtained the helpful co-operation of the R.E.M.E. Work-
shops in Deysbrook, who loaned the test equipment used to 
bring all the telecommunication equipment up to specification 
standard prior to the exercise. 

T h e detachments lived entirely self-contained " in the field," 
cooking their own food and operating their equipment under 
field conditions. Al l the men thoroughly enjoyed the exercise 
and learnt a number of valuable lessons. Morale was very 
high on their return from this most interesting and instructive 
exercise. 

T h e relay party at the Isle of Man made use of a small 
mountain railway on their way to their pinnacle site, and 
" manpacked" 35 cwt. of equipment the last quarter-of-a-mile 
to their location in very adverse and cold weather conditions. 

One reason for the success of the exercise was that during 
the " O " group, at which the plan was presented, a playlet 
was performed showing each stage of the exercise, so that every 
T . A . Volunteer knew exactly what was expected of him. 

T h e main purpose of the exercise was thus achieved and 
confirmed that in the future the unit radio equipment will 
provide over this path a radio beam strong enough to carry 
several telephone conversations and teleprinter circuits for 
communication at the same time. 

In addition to the successful exercise to the North of Ireland 
and Isle of Man, the officers of the Regiment attended two 
officer training days, which included, on the first day, instruction 
in unit accounting by the Unit Paymaster, and a lecture on 
the new H F logarithmic aerial. 

T h e day continued with an introduction to the subject of 
" Electronic Warfare " and its importance to operator training. 

Finally, the last 90 minutes was devoted to the new look 
Hobart plan, which, with the aid of the slides shown, was of 
great interest to those who had not previously attended 
a " presentation " of it. 

l i i e next officer day was conducted by Colonel Golothan, 
E.R.D., T.D., Commander, H.Q., i Army Group Signals, on a 
signal staff exercise. Exercise " A b Initio II ." For this, four 
syndicates were formed and the questions to be answered were 
directly related to the layout of communications to be provided 
by the Regiment's brick troops. These were ably answered 
in the main, and the D.S. solutions, when presented, were 
of great value to the troop commanders concerned. Major 
J. S. Birch, T.D., and Captain D. S. Williams assisted as D.S. 
and were well briefed for this task as they both work for the 
Plessey Group. 

Spring training has also included a Squadron H F radio exer-
cise across the Pennines to Scarborough, coupled with an M . T . 
convoy, which was a chance to test some of our new drivers. 

Our affiliated A.E.R. Regiment, 84th Regiment, A.E.R., have 
been active as well, in spite of the earlier icebound weather 
at the W.E.T.C. , Altcar. T h e y have included two week-ends 
for over 70 all ranks, under their Colonel, Lieutenant-Colonel 
A. Alexander, M.M., E.R.D. T h e training consisted of shooting 
the self-loading rifle on the range, and on the Sunday, a military 
law lecture and map-reading exercise. We are finding that the 
affiliation idea between the two Regiments has been most 
successful, and both receive useful tips from each others per-
sonnel; this is particularly useful in the increased social activity 
in the Warrant Officers' and Sergeants' Mess. 

3 4 1 s a r A D R O l V ( T . A . ) 

1962 saw many changes in our unit. Major Harry Robin 
left in May after seeing the Squadron re-formed. His seven 
years as Brigade Signal Officer were invaluable in the trans-
formation from Troop to Squadron. With such a " sharp end " 
background, it was inevitable that 341 would take under its 
wing at the T . A . Centre, Redcliffe Parade, Bristol, a detach-
ment of 3 Squadron of its parent Regiment 43rd (Wessex) 
Regiment (T.A.)—the detachment, of course, being W.R.A.C. 
Early fears were soon dispelled, and now we find we would 
be lost without them. Chevalier was right—many times we, too, 
have said " Thank Heaven . . . " 

Our affiliated Brigade was soon organised and, following the 
B.A.O.R. pattern, we took over the feeding of all Troops at 
Brigade H.Q. on exercise. Hitherto, our lean and hungry looks 
had reflected in our recruiting figures 1 T h e latter half of 1962 
saw an increase in our strength by nearly 50 per cent, thanks 
largely to the efforts of Sergeant A. Bullen and the Bristol 
Omnibus Co. It is hoped that when the Squadron is at Camp 
the coach outings to Weston-super-Mare wiU not suffer! T h e 
normal pattern of training has been followed, and having our 
cooking administration in the capable hands of Corporal L . 
Luckett, W.R.A.C. , and her assistants, an imusual picture is 
present on Brigade Headquarters exercises somewhere on Salis-
bury Plain. 

W.O.II J. Simpson has settled in as Regular P.S.I, on the 
departure of that stalwart " T " type, W.O.II I. Wilhams, who 
is now mine host at T h e Red Lion, Greenore, near Wells. 

Command of the Squadron was assumed in June by Major 
G . W y n Davies, who, fortunately for the Squadron, moved to 
the Bristol area from Cardiff and joined the Regiment as Second-
in-Command in December, 1961. Captain J. Phelps, another 
product of the old 53rd (W) Regiment, and Lieutenant A. D . J. 
Turner, our historian ' Don,' supply an overworked officer 
establishment, albeit—^understrength! 

These WIRE Notes would be incomplete without further 
reference to our detachment, 3 Squadron (with apologies to 
O.C. 3 Squadron at Bridgwater). T h e girls are busily training 
and R S . I . W.O.I M . Burford 'ops around' Training Centres 
at Bristol, Bath, Bridgwater, Taunton and points south-west 
from her well-upholstered base at Redcliffe Parade! Captain 
Sheila Munro has a veritable bevy of beauty and talent under 
command, and far from distracting one another from individual 
training and tasks the " commune " works admirably—and they 
can cook too, as well we know it! 

A n interest is being taken by 341 in a recently formed Cadet 
Company and with the influence of Staff Sergeant R. Foot at 
work the boys are pressing for re-badging to the Corps. Such 
a move appears to have 'official backing' and when next we 
write we shall have yet another topic—which makes no excuse 
for our not having written before. 
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ROYAL SIGNALS ASSOCIATION 
Minutes of the 17th Meeting of the Branch Representatives of the Royal Signals Association 
held at H.Q. 47th Signal Regiment, Middlesex Yeomanry, T.A., Duke of York's Head-

quarters, London, S.W.3., on Saturday, 20th April, 1963. 

r p H E meeting was attended by 44 representatives of the 
JL following 35 Branches: 

Aberdeen, Aldershot, Bath, Birmingham, Blackprol, 
Bournemouth, Cardiff, Catterick and District, Catterick Train-
ing Brigade, Central Scotland, Cheltenham and District, 
Chester, Chesterfield, Chislehurst and District, Croydon and 
District, Glossop and District, Harrogate, Hull, Jersey, Leeds, 
Liverpool, London, London North, Newark, Newcastle-on-
Tyne, Nottingham, Portsmouth, Salisbury, Shrewsbury, 
Southampton, West Hartlepool and District, York, 27 Unit 
Branch (3rd Regiment), 24 Unit Branch (24th Regiment), 
26 Unit Branch ( i i th Regiment). 

Major-General L . de M. Thuillier, C.B., O.B.E., Chairman of 
the Royal Signals Association, presided and the Vice-Chairman, 
Major-General E. S. Cole, C.B., C.B.E., was present. 

The Chairman addressed the meeting as follows: — 

I. Welcome 
It gives me great pleasure to welcome the various Branch 

representatives many of whom have come from considerable 
distances. We at Association H.Q. are very glad to see you 
here today. Some have travelled as far as from Aberdeen, 
Central Scotland and Jersey. I am also pleased to see here 
representatives of Unit Branches of the regular Corps. I have 
received apologies for non-attendance from: Reading, Lough-
borough, Tunbridge Wells, Middlesborough, Bristol, Darlington 
and 14th Regiment. 

Approve 
I now seek to approve the Minutes of the i6th Meeting 

which were sent to all Branches and also published in THE 
WIRE last year. If there are no observations I propose to sign 
them. (The Minutes were approved). 

Thanks 
I must on behalf of us all thank Lieutenant-Colonel S. R. 

Beazley and officers and members of the 47th Regiment (Middle-
sex Yeomanry) T.A. who, with their usual generosity, have 
provided accommodation and helped greatly in the arraiige-
ments for today's meeting. 

Welcome and Thanks 
I must also welcome and thank the Signal Officer-in-Chief 

who will address us immediately after I have finished, on 
Corps affairs. He has given up one of his few free Saturdays 
for this purpose and we much appreciate his presence with us 
here today. Also Major Williams who has come down from 
Catterick to tell us about the arrangements for the Annual 
Reunion on 29th and 30th June. 

Visit of H.R.H. The Princess Royal to R.H.Q. 
Our Colonel-in-Chief was gracious enough to visit us on 

the 22nd March in our new H.Q. and visited all departments 
of Association Headquarters where she showed her usual keen 
interest in our affairs and spoke to all members of the staff 
including one of our lady cleaners who has been with the 
Association for over 20 years. 

New Headquarters 

Association H.Q. is now firmly set up as part of the Corps 
R.H.Q. and all are housed under the same roof and on one 
floor in the building next door to where we are now. This 
building is open so that you may look in and see the accom-
modation for yourselves, either during the lunch interval or at 
the conclusion of today's meeting. AU departments of Associa-
tion H.Q. have now settled in well and we are able to operate 
more efficiently and comfortably than at 88, Eccleston Square. 
We are very pleased to get this accommodation in London. 
There was at one time a very real danger that the Association 
might have to go outside London. That would have been very 
unsatisfactory. We should now be in London permanently. 

Accounts 
I will not go into details as the accounts for 1962 have only 

just come to hand from the Auditors and are still to be approved 
by the Executive Committee. The main points to note are: 

(a) We finished 1962 with a small surplus of £230 compared 
with one of £2,224 in 1961. 

(b) Our actual expenditure in 1962 was some £13,330 com-
pared to £10,475 in 1961—an increase of £2,855. This 
was due mainly to: 

(i) Increase in salary increments and also wages for 
extra staff during Brigadier Firth's illness amount-
ing to some £400 in all. 

(ii) cost of fitted cupboards in our new H.Q.—written 
off at £300. 

(iii) Write off in value of old office furniture at 88, 
Eccleston Square, £220. 

(iv) Loss on THE WIRE—increase from £995 in 1961 
to £1,400 in 1962. This was anticipated but was 
rather larger than expected as Brigadier Firth was 
unable to give THE WIRE his full supervision while 
he was ill. The Executive Committee at their last 
meeting took note of this situation and directed the 
Editor to continue THE WIRE at its present stan-
dard, but required him to investigate and report at 
their next meeting on how other Corps were 
tackling financial problems in respect of their 
magazines. 

(v) An increase in Benevolent Grants of some £1,380 
compared with 1961. 

(c) On the other side of the balance sheet our income in-
creased from £12,700 in 1961 to £13,560 in 1962. 

While there have been reductions in receipts from Branches, 
Regiments and Squadrons and in Annual Members' subscrip-
tions, these have been more than offset by an increase in grants 
refunded by some £300 compared with 1961 and most notably 
an increase of £940 compared to 1961 in Life Membership 
subscriptions. This last is a magnificent effort and I will men-
tion it in more detail later on. The net result is an increase of 
income in 1962 of some £830 compared to 1961. 

U R G E N T C L O T H I N G U R G E N T 
T H E W E L F A R E S E C T I O N at R o y a l Signals Associat ion, Chel tenham Terrace , Chelsea, L o n d o n , 
S.W.3, wil l be M O S T G R A T E ^ L for unwanted clothes — men's , women's , children's — 
anything, in fact, except ladies' underwear. T h e r e is a continuous demand which a l w a y s 

exceeds supply. 

195 T H E W I R E , J U N E 1963 



THE A S S O C I A T I O N O F SERVICE NEWSPAPERS ADVERTISEMENT PAGES, 
i 7 / t 8 JERMYN STREET, ST. JAMES'S, S . W . I . TEL. W H I T E H A L L 2S04 

THE GIRL WHO KNOWS WHAT SHE LIKES 
...WHO GETS WHAT SHE LIKES...ALWAYS 
ASKS FOR GORDON'S BY NAME 

Gordons 
Stands Supreme 

. . . MADE FROM 100'/ GRAIN SPIRIT 

money 
Y o u may have said it yourself. But, consider. 
Y o u will probably never have a better oppor-
tunity than you have now of putting some money 
aside for the future. Y o u enjoy good pay—with 
no overheads—and all the facilities of the Post 
Office Savings Bank scheme are yours for the 
asking. What could be simpler? 

Make saving a good habit. Save as much or 
as little as you like, but do it regularly. Keep 
your money in the Savings Bank as long as you 
possibly can. Y o u will find that it soon mounts 
up and collects interest—ready to help start 
you up in the trade you are now learning in the 
Service, or for furnishing your home when you 
get married. 

Al l the details of the scheme are in the leaflets 
illustrated here. Write to me personally, and I 
will send you a copy of the one that applies to 
your Service: 

Air Chief Marshal Sir Hugh W. L. Saunders, 
O.C.B., K.B.E., M.C., D.F.C., M.M., 

Chairman, H.M. Forces Savings Committee, 
1, Princes Gate, London, S.W.7 

Issued by H.M. Forces Savings Committee 
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T H E A S S O C t A T I O N O F SERVICE NEWSPAPERS A D V E R T I S E M E N T PAGES, 
6 7 / 6 8 J E R M Y N STREET, ST. JAMES'S, S . V / . l . TEL. V / H I T E H A L L 2S04 

FAMOUS DRINKS IN YOUR MESS 
R U T H E R F O R D & M I L E S 

Old Trinity House 
BUAL 

MADEIRA 

C H A M P A G N E 

COGNAC 

COURVOISIER 

WIUIAMS 4 HUMBERT'S 

D R Y S A C K 

W L A T E 

H A W K E R ' S 
P E D L A R 

S L O E G I N 
JAMES HAV/KER t CO., LTD. 

8 r A p p o i n 
to H .M. Ilia 

• i n t m t n t 
ch« Qutan 

Purvtyon of 
Estd. 1808 PLYHOUTH Ptdlir si». Cin 

LEMON HART JAMAICA RUM. 

LAMB'S NAVY RUM. 

COFFEE 
LIQUEUR 

THE WORLD FAMOUS LIQUEUR 

CROWN 
OF 

CROWNS 
LIEBFRAUMILCH 

These and all other famous 

drinks are obtainable 

through N.A.A.F.I. 

SOUTH AFRICAN 
SHERRY 

The Luxury you can afford 

H I M 
P U R C H A S E 

/ / 

As well as in GERMANY, GIBRALTAR, SINGAPORE, HALAYA or HONG KONG 

A / O I A / A V A I L A B L E I N T H E U , K 

CONSULT 
NAAF! 
F I ^ S T ' o o o ^ 

;fc 
Write or telephone to; 
Controller of 
Credit Services, 
NAAF I , London, S.E.I I 
Tel. RELiance 1200 
Ext. 757 

Lower hire-purchase charges than are usually obtainable (at present 6J per cent per annum). 
. of 20 per cent—25 per cent if the price includes Purchase Tax—of the total you w 

Naafi to advance (although in some cases a higher deposit is required). 
Deposit I 

Up to three years in which to pay off the balance. 
Free life cover where all arrangements, including comprehensive car insurance, are effected 
through Naafi. This means that no further instalments are payable in the event of death. 
Cost of first year's comprehensive insurance premium on the car can be included. 
For those going abroad, protection, at exceptionally low rates, against three-quarters of 
the liability for Purchase Tax and Import Duty in the event of premature repatriation. For many 
popular makes of car the rates are £4 for British cars and £9 for foreign cars. 
Naafi Wm Finance 
• Purchase of the car and any extras and accessories 
• Comprehensive insurance premium on the car for the first year 
• Purchase Tax and Import Duty cover 

Reasonable freight charges and transit insurance in most cases if you are posted and 
nsferred before you have finished paying the in the car has to be transferred before you have finished paying the instalments 
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Printed in Great Britain 



From what I have said you will see that we have balanced 
our accounts by a small margin and that our increased expendi-
ture in 1961 was partially due to two items that we hope will 
not occur every year—the illness of the General Secretary and 
the move to our new H.Q. Nevertheless, we much watch our 
finances with a sharp eye. T h e hard winter of 1962/63 is 
increasing and will undoubtedly continue to increase the calls 
on our benevolence, and as you wiU hear later, we cannot 
expect the same measure of direct support from the Army 
Benevolent Fund as in the past. 

State of the Association 

Y o u will see from the figures that I am about to give you 
that although there has been a fall-off in the numbers of 
Aimual Members joining the Association in 1962 as compared 
with 1961. This has been more than offset by a very consider-
able increase in Life Members joining in 1962. 

Details are as follows: 

N e w Annual Members 
N e w Life Members 

T h e above figures are split up as follows: 
1961 

1961 1962 
456 367 
492 1,188 

1962 

Catterick 
Other Unit Branches 
Local Branches ... 
Direct Enlistment 

Annual Life Annual Life 

50 276 181 971 

23 16 12 73 
310 120 134 92 

73 80 40 52 

456 492 367 1,188 

You will see from the above, the greater support we are 
receiving from Catterick and, in particular from i i t h Regiment 
(The Depot) where the great majority of Li fe Members have 
been enrolled. Since ist January, a further 773 Life Members 
have joined from this Regiment, t h r o u ^ which pass all our 
newly-joined regular soldiers. W e are indebted to the Com-
manding Officer and to Lieutenant-Colonel (Retd.) R. W . 
Atkinson who, we know, has been mainly responsible for 
bringing the Association to the notice of these r e ^ a r soldiers 
who have joined in such numbers. 

I should also mention the Army Apprentice School, Harro-
gate, where the Association spirit flourishes and where many 
Apprentices, on passing-out into the Corps, join as Li fe 
Members. 

We welcome all these new Life Members into the Associa-
tion family and hope that they will find that their membership 
of the Association is something that will stand them in good 
stead in the years to come. 

As regards branches of the Association, no new ones opened 
and no existing ones closed during 1962. 

Army Benevolent Fund 

I think it is very important that we should all understand 
our relationship with the Army Benevolent Fund and what it 
is trying to do. As a result of a drive, both in the nation and 
in the Army, to increase its funds, the Army Benevolent Fund 
is now in a far better position financially than several years ago, 
although it has not yet reached its final target. T h e piurpose 
of the Army Benevolent Fund is two-fold: 

(a) T o relieve Corps and Regiments of their armual contribu-
tions to national charitable organisations by taking over 
these contributions on their behalf. For instance, they 
have relieved the Association of some £500 contributed 
annually to S.S.A.F.A. and similar organisations. 

(b) T o assist Corps and Regiments in major cases of re-
habilitation. They are making a start on this during 
1963. 

They are still prepared to help individual Corps and Regiments 
with direct grants to their welfare fimds, but hope that Corps 
and Regiments will stand on their own feet as soon as possible, 
so that the Army Benevolent Fund can concentrate on the 
two aims mentioned already. We are not quite certain yet, 
but we hope not to have to call on the Army Benevolent Fund 
for any direct assistance this year. Y o u wiU be glad to hear 

that we are in this position because of the very generous 
support given to our funds by both serving and retired members 
of the Corps. 

" T h e W i r e " 
We are aU concerned in trying to increase our sales of THE 

WIRE, and thereby cut down our subsidy to it, which I have 
already mentioned. In particular, we hope to increase sales 
in the serving Corps. As a result of a letter from the Signal 
Officer-in-Chief, the sales of THE WIRE to regular units is now 
increasing. T h e Editor is hoping to introduce more material 
into THE WIRE of interest to serving soldiers, and considerable 
research and thought is being given on all ^ss ib le methods 
designed to increase its circulation. There will probably still 
be a deficit in 1963, but it is hoped to reduce this to a 
significantly smaller amount than in 1962. 

New Members 
The question of keeping our Association alive by persuading 

new members to join local branches is, I am sure, uppermost in 
all our minds. Y o u have heard how many of our regular 
soldiers are joining as Life Members. There is now, un-
doubtedly, in the Corps an increasing awareness of why there 
is an Association and what it is trying to do. It is most 
important that as and when regular soldiers leave the Service 
every effort is made to bring them in as active members of the 
Association. T o this effect the General Secretary is in-
vestigating the following possible action: 

(a) Every regular soldier leaving the Corps to be given a 
leaflet about the Association. 

(to) His attention to be drawn to a list of Association 
Branches so that he can see if there is one near his home. 

(c) Branch Secretaries to be given the home addresses of 
regular soldiers retiring in the vicinity of their branches. 

Arrangements have already been made with the Depot Regi-
ment for the above measures to be taken in respect of soldiers 
returning for release from overseas theatres. But the problem 
is more difficult in dealing with soldiers serving in the U . K . 
or European theatre who are released by their own units. 

It is hoped that branches will make an active approach to 
these newly-retired soldiers and that every effort will be made 
to give them a welcome and make them feel they ' belong.' 
Branches must try and adapt their outlook to the soldier of 
1963 and cater for him accordingly. W e must go more than 
half way to meet the potential new members of our branches, 
if not, branches will slowly wither away for lack of support. 
This is the most important thing that concerns us in the 
future. 

Staff at Association H.Q. 

There have been certain changes in the staff at your H.Q. 
Old members still with us and still giving their devoted service 
are: 

Miss M. Hyde-Parker and Miss M . Cook Welfare 
Mrs. L R. Urs and Mr. W . J. Evenden Accounts 
Mr. A. E. Stead and Mr. A. Walsh ... Assn. Records 

N e w are: 
Mrs. L . Anderson P.A. to General 

Secretary. 
Mr. L . Wood THE WIRE 
They are all present today, and I hope you will have an 

opportunity of meeting them informally during the lunch 
break. 

Brigadier Firth is still rendering invaluable service to us as 
Assistant Editor of THE WIRE and we hope we shall be able 
to avail ourselves of his services for some time. 

Retired Officers 

I have written a personal letter to all retired officers who are 
members of the Association, bringing them up-to-date in re-
spect of details of locations of branches and how their 
secretaries can be contacted. In this letter I have expressed 
the hope that where circumstances permit, they will see their 
way to lending their support to local branch activities from 
time to time. Many retired officers, of course, are very active 
members of their local branches, but others have tended to 
lose touch with the passage of time and from lack of informa-
tion about the activities and location of local branches. I 
hope my letter may remedy this. 
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Tribute to Branches 

I would like to conclude with a tribute to branches and their 
committees. We, here at Association H.Q., are conscious of 
the great work you are doing for your Corps and its Associa-
tion, particularly in giving a helping hand to those less 
fortunate comrades who have found themselves in difficulties. 
The spirit and the good work put in by branches is the whole 
basis of the success of our Association. 

Thank you very much indeed. 

2. Address by the Signal Officer-in-Chief, Major-General F. J. 
Swainson, O.6.E. 

T h e Signal Officer-in-Chief addressed the meeting on a 
variety of subjects of general Corps interest. It is proposed 
to publish this very interesting address as a feature article in 
the July " Wire." 

3. General Secretary's Anouncements 
(a) Car window stickers, for rear windows, with the wording 

" Royal Signals Reunion, Catterick Camp, 1963," could 
be obtained through Association H.Q., due to the kind-
ness of the North London Branch, which would provide 
them free. 

(b) Programme of the engagements of the Corps Band, the 
Corps Display Team and the Quicksilver Display were 
available for noting down on the notice board. We 
hoped branch members would support these Corps 
activities if in their own neighbourhood. 

(c) U p to three observers were required for the Central 
Committee meetings. T h e following volunteered: 

Captain C. Carter 
Mr. H. R. Strawn ... 
Captain R. D . Hardy 

Cardiff Branch 
Chislehurst Branch 
Chester Branch 

4. Elections 
As a result of the ballot, the meeting elected Mr. A. V . lent 

(Aldershot Branch) to fill the vacancy on the Central Com-
mittee created by the retirement of Captain D . T . Hunneyball 
(Croydon and District Branch). 

5. Alteration to Rules. (See Rules of the Royal Signals 
Association, 2ist March, 1959). 

(a) Mr. A. V. lent proposed, and Captain J. Way seconded, 
and the meeting agreed, to recommend to the Annual General 
Meeting that the definition of ' Signalman' as laid down in 
Rule 3 and mentioned in Rule 5(i)(a) be extended to cover 
" Apprentices or Junior Tradesmen who are serving at Army 
Schools and who are certified by the Commandant as destined 
to join the ranks of the Corps on leaving that school." 

(b) Captain R. D . Hardy proposed and Mr. S. Irvin 
seconded, and the meeting agreed, to recommend to the 
Annual General Meeting that the following paragraph be 
added to Rule 1 1 : 

" T h e Central Committee may from time to time appoint an 
Assistant General Secretary to undertake essentially the 
work of Assistant Editor of THE WIRE and collator of 
^ p r o v e d publications. He will also stand-in for the 
General Secretary during the temporary absence of that 
officer. T h e Central Committee will decide on his salary 
and conditions of service." 

(c) Lieutenant-Colonel R. W . Atkinson proposed and Captain 
R. D. Hardy, Chester, seconded, and the meeting agreed, to 
recommend to the Annual General Meeting that Rule 16 be 
amended as follows: 

In the second sentence, after the words " The Sub-Com-
mittee is presided over by the Chairman or Vice Chairman 
of the Central Committee " I N S E R T " or by members of 
a panel of Senior Serving or Retired Officers " A D D at 
the end of the paragraph, after the words " in the London 
a r e a " " NOTE. Membership of the aforesaid panel of 
senior officers is initially by nomination of the Chairman 
with subsequent review and approval at each meeting 
of the Central Committee." 

6. Arrangements for the Catterick Reunion, 29th and 30th 
June, 1963 

(a) Major Williams outlined the programme and said that 
the original idea of holding a cricket match on the Sunday after-

noon had been abandoned and that instead the afternoon's 
entertainments would be on similar lines to previous years 
with displays in the centre of the ground and various tents and 
sideshows on the sides of the ground. 

(b) The importance of as accurate as possible returns of 
numbers attending was stressed, and branches were asked to 
submit these returns to Major F. T. C. Williams, H.Q., Train-
ing Brigade, Royal Signals, Catterick Camp, with a copy to 
Association H.Q. by ist June, without fail. T h e returns should 
show clearly any members attending who held commissioned 
rank, as special arrangements have to be made to accommodate 
them in the various officers' messes. 

(c) T h e question of reserving a block of tickets for those 
who only know that they can attend at the last minute was 
discussed, but Major Williams stated that this was impracticable 
and that he would do his best to accommodate a few late 
comers if possible. 

(d) Considerable discussion on the pros and cons of holding 
the A . G . M . before or after Church Parade took place. T h e 
matter was eventually put to the vote and this showed that 
the majority were in favour of holding the A . G . M . at 09.30 
hours before the Church Parade. 

(e) Major Williams stated that the removal of the curtain 
rail in the centre aisle of St. Martin's Church to facilitate the 
passage of Standards was not structurally possible. 

(f) The question of the cost of beer on the Messines ground 
during the Sunday afternoon displays was discussed with some 
feeling. It was considered that i / i i d . (last year's price) was 
excessive and Major Williams undertook to look into this 
matter with a view to a reduction or the sale of less expensive 
types of beer. 

(g) It was agreed that an indexed Vicitors' Book, showing the 
name and location in Catterick of all those attending the Re-
union would be most helpful. Major Williams agreed to pro-
vide such a book at the reception centre on the Saturday and 
on the Messines ground on the Sunday. 

(h) T h e General Secretary stated that the next branch 
in order to turn the page of the Book of Remembrance in 
St. Martin's Church was the Blackpool Branch, and that he 
would remind them of this duty . 

6. Vote of Thanks 

On the motion of Mr. T . Black, a vote of thanks was 
passed by the meeting to the Headquarters Stafif for their 
conduct of the Association's affairs over the past year. 

Mr. H. Rotherham 
Tragic Death of Son 

THE WIRE learns with regret of the death of Brian Harry 
Rotherham on 19th May as the result of a road accident. Brian, 
who had served in the Corps for a short period, was the son 
of Mr. H. Rotherham, of 8, Hinde Close, Sheffield 4, Chairman 
of the Sheffield Branch of the Royal Sigiials Association for 
many years, and a very valuable and active member of the 
Association. He was very well known in Sheffield and District. 

Brian was 21 years old and leaves a widow and a ten months' 
old son, and THE WIRE wishes to express sincere sympathy to 
the relatives in their tragic loss. 

MuHard Equipment Ltd. 
T h e Editor of " T h e W i r e " has received the following from 

Mullard Equipment Ltd. 

I should like to thank you very much for advertising our 
Field Trials Engineer post in THE WIRE. We have been able 
to recruit the very man for the job. I thought you would 
like to know, however, that we have now filled the post as I see 
that you have been kind enough to repeat the advertisement 
in successive issues. 

We are still, as a Company, always interested to hear from 
members of the Corps looking for a post in civil life and 
frequently have suitable posts to offer. 

Yours sincerely. 

Manor Royal, 
Crawley, Sussex. 

2o£h May, 1963. 

R . G . SMITH, 
Service and Installation Manager. 

Ill T H E W I R E . J U N E 1 9 6 3 

1. 



W E L F A R E 

= S E C T I O N = 

Belowi an attempt is made to describe, with suitable 
anonymity, four cases taken from the Welfare Section 

files concluded during the first week in May 

S E R G E A N T , 1940-46.—Wife and three children. He suffered a stroke 
a year ago and is now paralysed. T h e Association helped him with 
his Electricity bill. 

C O R P O R A L , 1940-46.—Has been ill for many months with T . B . " ^ e 
Association made a gram to clear outstanding accounts, and clothing 
parcels have also been sent to his wife and two children, and most 
gratefully acknowledged. 

W I D O W O F S I G N A L M A N , w h o served 1920-38, died 1954. A grant 
was made to provide clothing for the 16-year-old son, just started work. 

S I G N A L M A N , 1954-56, National Service. This young man was sud-
denly struck down by severe illness a year ago and is now paralysed. 
Is cared for by father, himself disabled. T h e Association made a 

grant for clothing. 

Royal Signals Association and Benevolent Fund 

The following subscriptions were most gratefully received during March 
and April, 1963: 

Headquarters Mess, Royal Signals (Grand National Draw) 
4th Regiment (Warrant Officers' and Sergeants' Mess) . . . 
8th Regiment 
24th Regiment 
24th Regiment (Officers' Mess) 
24th Regiment (Warrant Officers' and Sergeants' Mess) ... 
Army Apprentices School 
224 Squadron 
14th Regiment ( l Squadron) 
14th Regiment (2 Squadron) 
14th Regiment (3 Squadron) 
30th Regiment 
216 Squadron 
243 Squadron 
Signals Branch, School of Artillery 
Signal Communication Wing, R . M . A . S . 
R . A . C . Signal School 
57th R e ^ m e n t T . A . 
Royal Signals £ attached 46 Squadron R . A . S . C . ( L . C . T . ) 
209 Squadron 
227 Squadron ( A . L . F . C . E . ) 
47th ( M . Y . ) Regiment T . A . (Warrant Officers' and Sergeants' 

Mess) 
241 Squadr(>n 
242 Squadron 
52nd (L) Regiment T . A 
64th Regiment T . A . (3 Squadron) 
H.Q. I (B.R.) Corps 
I St Regiment 
7th Regiment 
28th Regiment 
217 Squadron 
650 Troop 
C.S.O. 's Branch, G . H . Q . F A R E L F 
235 Squadron ( C O M C A N ) 
Birmingham Branch 
Cheltenham and District Branch 
Darlington Branch 
Glossop and District Branch 
Shrewsbury Branch 
L . Newman-Clark 
R. Weir 
L. Maycroft 
E. A. Smith 
J. L . Judd 
J. Larldn 
C. D . Hinds 
M . E. Taylor 
D. S. A . Hutley, G.M. 
C . A . Oliver 
M . G . G . Wilson 
W. E. McNamara 
W . Glendinning 
R. F. A . Weaire 
J. F. Clarke 
W. H. Storey 
A. Fraser 
J. Lothian 
J. Cochran 
R. N . Houston 
F. Winter 
W . Butters 
R. S. Dorward 
R. J. Henderson 
J. N . Armstrong 
J. Gray 
J. D . Schofield 
G . A . Valder 
G . W . C . Day 
D. Howard 
W . O . I I Plumbridge 
W . O . H Hammond 

£ s. d. 
4 11 6 
4 3 6 

39 11 2 
4 4 

8 14 0 
2 3 6 
5 i 6 0 
IS 17 0 
10 0 0 
3 3 o 
4 2 6 
25 o 0 
4 9 6 
6 o o 

9 o 
I 5 6 
I 4 o 
I 5 0 
1 10 0 
3 l O o 
11 IS 0 

2 o 0 
3 3 0 
I 0 0 

IS 6 
1 I o 
S 0 0 

33 2 8 
75 IS 2 

5 0 0 
21 5 0 
3 1 o 
4 0 0 
3 17 o 
5 o 0 
20 o 0 
10 0 o 
21 o 0 
25 0 0 

10 0 
6 

s 0 
1 1 0 
3 0 0 

7 0 
lO 0 0 

10 o 
1 6 

I 0 o 
10 o 
l o 6 
S 0 
5 0 
5 o 
4 0 
7 o 
10 0 
l O 6 

I 0 6 
10 6 
10 0 
15 0 
4 0 
S 0 
10 6 

I o 
3 
6 

9 0 
5 0 
10 0 

W . O . I I Drummond 
Sergeant Gilchrist 
Sergeant Mowatt 
Corporal Longden 
Firth/Wood 
Sir Leslie G . Phillips 
C . P. Prescot 
B. G . Rowley 
G . W . Ogden 
D. L . Carnegie 
F . G . G . Davey 
L. Evans 
C . R. H. Firth 
G . D . Adamson 
F. S. Thompson 
T . H . L . Spaight 
H. E . K . Wakefield 
D . M . Forsyth 
N . D . Clive 
M . C . Stanley — Deed of Covenant 
R. A . Briggs 
H . W . G . Cooper 
H. W . Hose 
J. F . Timings 
D . G . HeUbron 
J. M . Jones 
R. M . Dawson 
A . H . Campbell 
E. P . Piers 
A . M . Stonebanks 
R. Bruce 
G . Cawthorn 
R. E . Pickford 
L . Hayes 
I . Proctor 

10 o 
10 o 
16 o 
10 o 

2 0 0 
I 10 o 

7 o 
8 o 

10 o 
I o o 
I I o 

10 0 

10 
I o 

8 
10 
4 

6 0 
10 
5 
7 

10 

Receipts 

Expenditure during March and April, 1963 
( I n c l u d e s : — R e n t and Rates; Beds and Bedding; 
Furniture; Cots and Prams; General Assistance). 

£491 14 I 

£1,025 IS 6 

Careers and Opportunities 
The appointments listed below form a very small 
fraction of all the introductions to " Jobs " which 
are available. Always, prospective employers want 
more candidates than the Association can offer. 

$2 (Lowland) Signal Regiment 

Administrative Officer required in the 52 (Lowland) Signal 
Regiment (T.A.) for Service with 321 Squadron, T . A . Centre, 
Paisley Road, Barrhead. 

T h e selected candidate will be commissioned to the rank 
of Captain on consolidated rates of pay. AppLcants most 
suited in the post will be ex-Service Officers up to 42 years 
of age. Starting salary will be £988, rising to £1,078 a year, 
after six years' service. Allowances can be claimed. Tenure 
of appointment will be three years in the first instance. 

Apply in writing to the Commanding Officer 52 (Lowland) 
Signal Regiment (T.A.), 21, Jardine Street, Glasgow, N.W. 

Ex-Ofiicers, Royal Signals 

Experienced officers, ex-Royal Signals, are required in the 
T . A . to fill vacancies for Captain and Subalterns. Require-
ments are physical fitness and resident within 30 miles of 
Chiswick, as well as knowledge of Royal Signals working. 
Applicants please apply to Officer Commanding, 316 Signal 
Squadron (T.A.), T . A . (Centre, Stamford Brook Avenue, London, 
W.6. Drill nights are held on Tuesdays and Thursdays, should 
applicants wish to call personally. Telephone number is River-
side 8944. 

^iiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiniiiiiniiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiniiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiniiiiiiiiiiiiij^ 

I CLOTHING is still URGENTLY required 1 

by the WELFARE SECTION 1 

nllllllllllllllllillMlllinillllllllllllllllllllllllMIMIMIIIIIIIIIIMIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIinilllMIIMIinillllllllM^ 
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POSTED ABROAD? 
DRIVE A TAX-FREE 
BRITISH FORD! 

British Fords are top cars anywiiere in the 
world. From high speed autobahns to the 
Aden desert, British Fords take anything in 
their stride. Luxuriously. 
You can have priority delivery of any of the 
superb Ford range if you are posted abroad... 
yet you pay NO British purchase tax! 
If you have not yet departed for overseas you 
can useyournew Ford in Britain for6 months 
prior to leaving. If you are already abroad 

the Ford IViotor Company will arrange ship-
ment to your base —and remember, wherever 
you are posted you'll fmd world-wide Ford 
service. 

The Ford range of quality cars includes: 
Anglia Saloon and Estate Car, Consul Cortina 
Saloons and Estate Cars, Consul Classic H litre, 
Capri, the Mklll Zephyr 4, Zephyr 6, and Zodiac 

Saloons and Estate Cars. 

See your nearest Ford Dealer today, or contact: 

FORD MOTOR COMPANY LIMITED 
88 REGENT STREET, L O N D O N , W1 • Regent 7272 

WORLD-WIDE FORD SERVICE 
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OFFICERS OF 
H.M. FORCES 

Are your future problems 

• The best education for your 
children ? 

• A suitable house for your family 
when you retire ? 

• Sufficient retirement income ? 

A S P E C I A L S C H E M E HAS BEEN 
P R O D U C E D F O R O F F I C E R S 

Apply for Booklet describing the Officers Special 
Scheme, to 

B. F. T H O M P S O N & CO., LTD. 
INSURANCE BROKERS 

11 KING STREET 

R I C H M O N D , Y O R K S H I R E 

Vatanties 
in the 

Composite Signals Organisation 

A number of vacancies, offering 
good career prospects, exist for:-

RADIO OPERATORS (Male) 

Write, giving details of Education, 

Qualifications and Experience to: 

Recruitment Officer (CSO'6) 
Government Communications Head-
quarters, 

Block, Priors Road, Cheltenham, 

Gloucestershire 

RACAL C O M M U N I C A T I O N S 

offer a career in telecommunications and specialised 
electronics to suitable tradesmen o f R o y a l Signals w h o 
are considering their future after A r m y service. 

Vacancies exist for : 

Wiremen 

Instrument Makers 

Electronic Testers 

Installation Technicians 

Send full personal details, including training and 

experience, t o : 

The Personnel Manager 

R A C A L E L E C T R O N I C S L I M I T E D 

Bracknell, Berkshire, England 

* * * 

Good pay and prospects 

* * * 

Assistance with housing 
for certain grades 

* * * 

Contributory 
superannuation scheme 

# * * 



Over a Century of Service 

1853-1963 
IN PRINT 
Like the Services, we also have a long tradition to 

uphold, at the same time, again like the Services, 

taking advantage of scientific progress in this age 

of mechanisation; yet maintaining, through a 

special department, a personal and helpful link 

with Service Editors, whom we are ever willing to 

advise and assist in the production of their journals. 

F.J.PARSONS LTD 
Lennox House, Norfolk Street, W.C.2 • Temple Bar 6591 

Works: Observer Buildings, Hastings • Hastings 1157 

R E G U L A T I O N P A T T E R N 

R O Y A L S IGNALS 
STABLE BELTS 
L i g h t B l u e / N a v y / G r s e n , r a t i o 3 : 1 : 3 t w o l e a t h e r s t raps , t w o 
buck les . 

H o m e — 10/- each plus lOd. post 
Abroad—9/- each plus lOd. post 

W a l l Shields T x 6" Royal Signals ... 
Blazer Badges " Superior " 
" Quality " Car Badges 
Silk Ties Royal Signals 
Pace Sticks 
Sergeants full size Regimental Walk ing 
Canes, Malacca, Ball, Pear or Thimble Cap, 
Crested 

Export 

30/-
42/. 
38/-
IS/-

109/6 

51/6 
41/6 

Flashes embroidered to special designs. 

Ties made specially to any design. 

Miniature Medals 

ERNEST GOODRICH 
Specialist in the supply of Military Requisites 

E V E S H A M H O U S E , C O M M O N R O A D , 
C L A Y G A T E , SURREY 
Telephone : ESHER 3705 

H I The Royal Signals Magazine 

/r^iS^ 

dJ 

4 
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ARMIES N O W USE T H E 
L? M ILITARY MAN PACK SET 

U l 

J1 
The HF156 manpack transmitter/receiver is a tough reliable portable set selected 
by the British Army for active service in all climates. It's robust, fully sealed 
and entirely self-contained. 

Six crystal controlled channels, extreme simplicity of operation and exceptional 
range on voice and CW are some of the many features proved in 
world-wide active service by fourteen armies. 

BRITISH COMMUNICATIONS CORPORATION LTD NEASDEN LONDON NW10 Tel: DOLIIs Hill 8511 Cables: Britcom London 

BB/TMH COMMUNUATIONS [OH POB ATION LIMITED 



An entire divisional 
communication centre 
on two wheels! 
Here is a communication centre that is 
both highly mobile and fully automatic. 
Its nucleus is an Elliott 920 
Digital Computer—a truly remarkable 
example of electronic ingenuity, 
having all the speed and flexibility 
of a larger system, yet occupying 
only 4 cubic feet of space. 
It handles all reading, storing, analysing 
and routing of messages completely 
automatically. Only one man is needed 
to perform supervisory control. 
Full details of this unique system ^ 
are available on request. 

EILIOTT Telecommunications Division 
ELLIOTT BROTHERS (LONDON) LTD 
Elstree Way, Borehamwood, Herts. ELStree 2040 

E ^ A M e m b e r of the Elliott A u t o m a t i o n G r o u p ^ ^ 
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T Ifl E W I R E 
r II I'. II O Y A I. S I G N A L S 
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The Official Organ of the Signals 
Association 

Editor : 

I I K I G A D I E R P . M . P . H O i l S O X . 
D.S.O. 

Assistant E d i t o r : 

n i t l G A D I E R n . II. F I R T I I 

All correspondence and matter for 
publication for THE WIRE, should be 
addressed to THE WIRE, Royal Signals 
Association, Cheltenham Terrace, Chelsea, 

London, S.W.J. 

M A T T E R F O R P U B L I C A T I O N 

M U S T B E R E C E I V E D B Y T H E 

I2th O F T H E M O N T H P R E C E D -

I N G P U B L I C A T I O N . 

Remittances should be made payable 
to: Royal Signals Association. Sub-
tcription rates (post free, except air 
nun'/); Twelve months, 15/-; single 
month, 1/3. 

• i f 

(^ditot'La i 

Association Footbal l 
R u g b y Footbal l 
Athlet ics 

C r o s s Country 

B o x i n g ... 
Basket Ball 
Water Polo 
A r m y M o t o r 

C y c l i n g 

C y c l e Tr ia ls 

T w i c e post-war A r m y Champions . 
Eight times post-war A r m y Champions. 
T h r e e times pre-war and once post-war 

A r m y Champions . 
Once pre-war and five times post-war 

A r m y Champions . 
F o u r times pre-war A r m y Champions. 
T w i c e post-war A r m y Champions . 
Once post-war A r m y Champions . 
O n c e pre-war and three times post-war 

A r m y Champions. 
Once post-war A r m y Champions. 

S u c h is the proud record of the C o r p s in A r m y U n i t team championships 
over the years. T o these examples can be added the numerous occasions 
w h e n U n i t s have distinguished themselves as runners-up in A r m y events or 
as winners in C o m m a n d , District and Formation competitions. T h e n there 
are the many successes of individuals of the C o r p s right u p to International 
level. 

But h o w do w e stand today and what does the future^iold for us? L e t 
us face it. A t the m o m e n t w e are in a trough. G o n e are those excellent 
y o u n g National Servicemen w h o were responsible, to a very considerable 
degree, f o r our post-war successes. N o w w e must stand on our own f e e t — 
and surely this is a good thing for all of us. T h e pre-war Regular C o r p s 
had a fine reputation for sport and we can achieve that reputation again, 
but it does mean really hard work. N o longer can w e expect to receive ready-
made athletes posted in wi th the latest draft. Instead talent must be dis-
covered and developed f r o m our o w n efforts. T r u e our very considerable 
youth entry should provide a source of keen and improving y o u n g sportsmen 
but this wi l l not be enough. M a n y wil l have to give u p their spare time to 
organising games and training our embryo sportsmen and those w h o have 
games ability must constantly practice and perfect their o w n skills. N o r must 
this be a spasmodic effort but a sustained and wel l planned exercise with a 
definite object in view. Enthusiasm and personal support must come f r o m 
those in command. 

T h i s does not mean that teams of pampered gladiators must be built u p 
at the expense of the average games player. O n the contrary it is only f r o m 
the playing of games by many that talent can be discovered and developed. 
G o o d sporting results can only be achieved on the broad foundation of m a n y 
games players. 

Final ly , remember that sport is an integral part of A r m y life and success 
in team events can be a powerful stimulus to U n i t morale. T h e effort 
required will be great but the results wil l be worth every bit of sweat. 

a U E Y • 

V o l . 1 7 {New Series) 

l f > «3 

IVo. 7 

To Unit Correspondents 
T h e Editor apologizes to U n i t correspondents w h o may f ind 

that their notes and photographs h a v e been cut or omitted in 
this issue. T h i s is due to pressure of space brought about b y 
the m a n y excellent articles received f r o m a w i d e variety of 
sources. 

T h e Editor hopes that U n i t corespondents wil l not be dis-
couraged and also that articles of general interest wi l l continue 
to f low in. 
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Third of a Series 

Direct to You! 
rom 

THE OFFICER i/c RECORDS 
THE INSPECTOR OF TRADE TRAINING 

These articles are planned to help you advance yourself both in rank and trade training. 

Trad«>Kiineii*N T ra in ing Tips 

AT this time of the year, many of you are concerned more 
with exercises than with individual training. Nevertheless, 

the desire to get on in your own trade should be with you all 
the time, and even while you are on exercises you can be l e a n -
ing and improving your own ability at your trade all the time. 
If on each exercise you set out to learn something new about 
your trade, you will be qualifying yourself more each time to 
gain that recommendation for the upgrading course which will 
assist you in your career. As was suggested in our first article 
in May, the good tradesman should aim to achieve Class II of 
his trade during his first tour in a Unit and then his Class 
I within a further three years, possibly during his second or 
third tour in a Unit. T o get ahead at this speed needs not only 
experience, but work and bags of go! If you are aiming for 
Class I then you will most probably come to Catterick for most 
of the upgrading to Class I of trade is done in the Training 
Brigade. This is not so with Class II upgrading, for nearly 
twice as much Class II upgrading will be done in Units as is 
done in the Training Brigade. T h e reason for so much Class II 
upgrading training having to be done in Units is firstly that 
the Training Brigade could not cope with the full requirement 
and secondly, it is not possible to allow too many men away 
from their Units/Theatres attending courses in U . K . at any 
one time. It is therefore better all round for Units to run some 
of their own upgrading training to Class II. It ensures that you 
get the best chance possible of doing an upgrading course. 

As we promised last month, we are publishing here the dates 
of upgrading courses which we expect will be run in Catterick 
starting in January, 1964: 

Radio Tech. (Hy) 
Electronic Tech. 
Telegraph Tech. 
Lineman 
Lineman 
a e r k Tcch. 
Cable Jointer 
Staff Op. 
Comcen Op. 
Comcen Op. 
Radio Op. 
Radio Op. 
Electrician Dvr. 
Telegraph Op. 

Class I 
Class I I 
Class I I 
Class I 
Class I I 
Class I 
Class I I 
Class I 
Class I 
Class II 
Class I 
Class I I 
Class I I 
Class I I 

Serial No. 11 
8 

.. 15 
,> .. 21 

„ 29 
„ 4 
„ 9 

31 
8 

24 

Especiii l ly f o r TeehiiicianN! 
Most probably you will have heard already that as from ist 

April, 1964, we are to take over from R.E.M.E. the responsi-
bility for doing field repairs to our own telecommunications 
equipment. The main effect of this, as far as you are concerned, 
is that you will be expected to be able to carry out the P.A.C.E. 
system of maintenance on our equipment and also the final 
specification testing of repaired equipments. Of course addi-
tional equipment, including more test gear, drying ovens, 
screened cages and spare parts are to be issued to T . M . Troops 
to enable this additional repair load to be undertaken. P.A.C.E. 
means Proving and Adjustment for Communication Efficiency, 
but if you do not know what P A . C . E . implies, you should see 
your T O T or Foreman who will be able to put you right. 

T o help in spreading knowledge of the P.A.C.E. system of 
maintenance and of the means of specification testing, instruc-
tion in these subjects is being included in Class I and Class II 
technician upgrading courses at Catterick. You will be helping 
yourself as well as the Corps if you can learn something about 
these subjects before next April, even*if you do not get onto an 
upgrading course in the meantime. Your Foreman can certainly 
help you in this. 

0\ ' i l i an Qual i f icat ions W a n t e d ! 
As a technician, if you wish to get ahead in your career, then 

apart from working at your trade and gaining in experience, 
there are great advantages in obtaining civilian qualifications, 
particularly those of the City and Guilds of London Institute, 
Telecommunications Technicians Certificate. Not only are these 
qualifications most useful to have should you wish to seek a job 
in Civvy Street after you leave the Army, but the qualifications 
can also help you in your trade upgrading in the Corps. If you 
have passed certain of the City and Guilds examinations of the 
Telecommunication Technicians Course, you are automatically 
granted exemption from parts of upgrading trade test, for 
example: — 

(a) If you have passed the S E C O N D Year City and Guilds 
papers (that is, the " A " papers of the course) you will 
be exempt from the principles test of Class II. 

(b) If you have gained T H I R D year passes (the " B " papers) 
you are exempt both the principles test of Class I, A N D 
the Foreman of Signals Qualifying examination. 

There are Army Correspondence Courses you can take to 
help you study for these City and Guilds examinations, if you 
wish. T h e City and Guilds Course concerned is No. 49; your 
Troop Officer or Unit Education Officer will be able to get 
the explanatory pamphlet on the Course for you. 

A r c I fou a P rospect ive Yeoman? 
It has been decided that two additional Yeoman of Signals 

Courses at the School of Signals will be run during the next 
two yfears. This will improve your chances of getting on a 
Course, but even so you should not delay in getting the addi-
tional trade ratings needed or taking the qualifying examination 
for the Course. T h e sooner you get these behind you the better. 
Once having passed the qualifying exam you need not take it 
again, unless of course you wish to try to get better marks and 
hence improve your chances of acceptance for the course. 

For your information, the Yeoman of Signals Courses to be 
run over the next two years are planned to start as follows: — 

& u r s e No. 5 3 Sept. 1963 
Course No. 6 
Course No. 6A 
Course No. 7 
Course No. 7A 
Course No. 8 

Each Course is six months in length, 
at one of these courses and aim to get there by starting work 
now. 

6 April 1964 
9 May 1964 

26 Oct. 1964 
29 Feb. 1965 
24 May 1965 

Why not set your sights 

One U p f o r l>r ivcrs ! 
Now that a trade test for Class I in the trade of Driver Royal 

Signals has recently been introduced, there are of course a lot of 
Class II Drivers who will want to gain their Class I rating in 
order to qualify themselves for promotion. A considerable 
number of Class I Courses for Drivers (Royal Signals) are 
being planned for next year in Catterick. Details of these will 
be published in these notes in the usual way. These, of course, 
are additional to any Courses which may be planned in Units/ 
Theatres. 

The Officer-in-Charge of Records is watching very closely 
the need for the more senior Class II Drivers to gain their 
Class I so as to qualify for further promotion. He will be 
making the selection, based on seniority and recommendation, 
for Class II Drivers to attend Class I Courses at Catterick, 
from amongst those who most need the Class I trade as a 
promotion qualification. 
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T H E SIGNAL O F F I C E R - I N - C H I E F R E V I E W S T H E S T A T E OF 
T H E C O R P S A N D O T H E R M A T T E R S OF T O P I C A L INTEREST 

The following is a digest of Major-General Swainson's Spring address to Branch Representatives 
of the Association. This will be of general interest to A L L members of the Corps, although 

given several months ago. 

WH E N I was asked to come along and talk to you about 
the Corps, I was more than delighted. This is an oppor-

tunity I would not miss. I obviously cannot cover all the 
activities of the Corps in thirty minutes, but I will tell you how 
it is looking and what the future appears to hold for us. 

Right now the last National Service soldier is putting on his 
civilian suit and departing from us and the serving Corps is 
from this month onwards all regular. Many have waited for this 
day for a number of years and rightly so, I think, because 
National Service, although it did a &st-class job and filled the 
bill at the time, is not the modern requirement. Now that we 
have a regular Army and a regular Corps, this solves some of 
our difficulties, but increases quite a number of others. Some 
of the things that are made easier are things like career planning. 
There is much more stability and security, and we can plan 
accordingly, although there are less soldiers. Our commitments 
dp not seem to be reduced in the way we would like, because 
commitments are tied to political matters over which neither 
we nor the Government have full control. We have just been 
put to the test in the Far East in Borneo, and although the 
operation went very well, other places went a bit short— 
Signalwise. And now as you have read in your papers we 
have the Laotian crisis on us again; and there lies another 
possible commitment. These are the difficulties that confront 
us when we have a small regular Army. 

I tc f ru i t ing . The Corps is now approaching—and I say 
this advisedly—the point where we hope it will be full by 
September, 1963. Our recruiting over the last 15 years for 
regulars has been poor and since the run-down of National 
Service, has been very worrying. However, largely due to the 
measures put into effect by my predecessor. General Whistler, 
and to other additional factors that have arisen since, we have 
been getting in for the last few months more than our normal 
proportion of recruits from the Army intake. 

<|uality of Recrui ts . Although we hope to be up to 
strength by next September, the men still have to be trained so 
Field Units will not be up to full strength until almost the 
middle of 1964. However, this is very heartening news and if 
I might add one more thing to that, the quality is extremely 
high. We are not worried about the standard of the chaps 
coming in and we are able to meet all that we need in the 
higher technical grades. 

Api>rcnti(;«s and Jun io r L eade r s . As far as the 
Junior Leaders are concerned at Denbury and Tonfanau and 
the Apprentices at Harrogate, we are getting all we need and 
we hope that by the end of this year the Apprentices School at 
Harrogate wiU be full with one thousand apprentices coming to 
the Corps. This, too, is a splendid business because the standard 
at the Apprentices School is extremely high. I have just been 
up there to attend a graduation ceremony. These apprentices 
are a very heartening sight, and I am sure you would find it the 
same if you could pay a visit. Colonel North would, I am sure, 
be only too glad to let you have a look round. T h e Junior 
Leaders at Denbury are a very high-class lot of chaps and this 
also applies to the Royal Signals Company at the All Arms 
Junior Leaders Regiment. T h e life of the latter was extended 
for two years last year because of our shortages. I am glad 
to say that the Royal Signals Company at Tonfanau ran away 
with everything military and sporting in the way of prizes last 
year. 

Officer Siiorla|[<e. What is not good is that we are short 
of officers. We are still not getting the number we need. This 
is not peculiar to Royal Signals. Sandhurst is not fuU and we 
are consequently going short. However, we do not intend to 
lower our standards to make up numbers so it looks as though 
we will have to put up with a shortage for some time to come, 
but measures are in hand to overcome the difficulty. 

S. « . - !n - f ; . ' s Visits . Despite our difficulties over shortages 
and extra commitments involving heavy loads and long working 
hours, the morale of the Corps wherever I have been has been 
extremely high. 

A month or two back I did a tour of the Middle East, East 
Africa and the Near East, and wherever I went I was extremely 
heartened to find the way the work was being tackled and the 
enthusiasm which was evident everywhere, right down to the 
last man. I don't think we have anything to worry about in 
connection with the Corps overseas—or for that matter at home. 
We can do our job and we can meet emergencies as we have 
always done in the past, and I have no doubt always will in the 
future. 

In East Africa the political situation is unstable and no one 
quite knows what the future will be. However, the Comcan 
Squadron, 24 Brigade Squadron and the K . A . R . Squadron are 
quite " unflapped " by what is going on around them—as indeed 
are most of the planters and settlers who live there. Everyone 
is waiting to see what the future holds, and I should not be 
surprised if the African Government which will soon be elected 
is not much more moderate than they appear to be at the 
moment—once they have assumed the responsibility of govern-
ment. In Aden a big effort is being made to establish a truly 
integrated Command, with all three Services working together 
under one head. This affects Signals very much and I am happy 
to report it is all going well. Signals are a bit thin on the ground 
and are continually being faced with emergencies, either in the 
Yemen or Oman, or the various Sheikdoms. Life is not easy, 
but it is interesting and the work is worthwhile and rewarding. 
Signals are enjoying it and they are facing up to their problems 
and beating them. 

In Cyprus there has been a run-down, the Command has 
disappeared and it is now virtually a District. Our communica-
tions on the island are mostly what I would term the " rear-
ward " type. T h e troops there are mainly for internal security 
duties. Once again Royal Signals, despite the run-down, still 
have a big job to do because the island needs internal com-
munications and it is a big centre for through traffic. These 
tasks are being done well. Cyprus itself is a very pleasant 
station and everybody seems to enjoy themselves there. 

In Malta and North Africa there have been a few changes 
in the command structure, as Libya is now under the direct 
command of G.O.C. Malta. As a result, the communication 
set-up is undergoing a distinct change which involves us in 
more commitments, but nothing to worry us particularly. Again, 
Signals are doing their job very wgll. 

This, then, completes my impression of my Middle and Near 
East tour and I would say again that I was most heartened by 
all I saw. I thought every job wĵ s being tackled well, that we 
were well organised and that our communications and reserves 
were adequate. 

Future €omniunit;ation. I will now say a word of our 
future plans for communications in the Army. General Whistler 
touched on these last year and I expect you have heard the 
word H O B A R T ; this is a new concept of communications in 
the field based on an area or grid system. I won't go into it in 
detail; it is going to cost a lot, but it will revolutionise Army 
field communications and with it Staff and Command processes. 
T h e development of H O B A R T is an enormous task and in-
dustry is very much involved in producing the equipment we 
want. It will be some years before we get it all and we will 
have to go through a " phasing-in " period in the interim as we 
make the changeover. M y exercise, which takes place next 
month at Catterick, is based on H O B A R T and we will be study-
ing how much we have to adapt it to fit in with staff require-
ments and vice-versa. I have no doubt this will cause much 
discussion, but it is the sort of thing we must thrash out now. 

Visit <0 U .S .A . I have just been on a visit to the U.S.A. 
to attend a Standardisation Conference with a view to stan-

195 T H E W I R E , JUNE 1 9 6 3 



T H E A S S O C I A T I O N O F SERVICE NEWSPAPERS A D V E R T I S E M E N T PAGES, 
6 7 / 4 8 JERMYN STREET, ST. JAMES'S, S . W . I . T E L . W H I T E H A L L 2 5 0 4 

British Fords are top cars anywhere in the 
world. From high speed autobahns to the 
Aden desert, British Fords take anything in 
their stride. Luxuriously. 
You can have priority delivery of any of the 
superb Ford range if you are posted abroad... 
yet you pay NO British purchase tax i 

If you have not yet departed for overseas you 
can use your new Ford in Britain for 6 months 
prior to leaving, if you are already abroad 

the Ford Motor Company wil l arrange ship-
ment to your base—and remember, wherever 
you are posted you'll f ind world-wide Ford 
service. 

The Ford range of quality cars includes: 
Anglia Saloon and Estate Car, Consul Cortina 
Saloons and Estate Cars, Consul Classic I j litre, 
Capri, the Mklll Zephyr 4, Zephyr 6, and Zodiac 

Saloons and Estate Cars. 

See your nearest Ford Dealer today, or contact: 

FORD MOTOR COMPANY LIMITED 
88 REGENT STREET, LONDON, W1 • Regent 7272 

WORLD-WIDE FORD SERVICE 

7/63—1 Printed in Great Britain SUPPLEMENT No. 1-PAGE ONE 



T H E A S S O C I A T I O N O F SERVICE NEWSPAPERS A D V E R T I S E M E N T PAGES, 
6 7 / 6 8 l E R M Y N STREET, ST. JAMES'S, S . W . I . TEL. W H I T E H A L L 2504 

PARK DRIVE 
"Like them? 

Of course 
we like them!" 

W e like the Genuine Taste of the good tobacco. 

W e like the price and we hke the value. 

Y o u can't ask more of a cigarette. Y o u should try them. 

PARK DRIVE 3 / 5 F O R T W E N T Y 

Also TIPPED at 2 /10 FOR TWENTY 

m o r e m k 
BETTDIVAUIE 

B R I T I S H M A D E B Y B R Y A N T A M A Y 

(\ 

m w a d a l m u i A 

BT APPOINTMENT T O 

H S R MAJESTY T H B QUEEN 

BISCUIT MANUFACTURERS 

W & R J A C O B & C O 

(L*POOL) L T D . 

CREAM CRACKERS 

SUPPLEMENT No. 1-PAGE TWO Prinfed in Great Britain 



dardising our idea's and concepts for the H O B A R T period, and 
we have been trying to interest the Americans and the Canadians 
in our area system of communications based on H O B A R T . 
In this I think we have been successful and by and large they 
have accepted the system in principle, although they will not 
accept it en bloc. But our agreement should mean that we will 
be able to inter-operate at all levels and on radio frequencies. 

I would like to tell you a little about my American visit. I 
was over there for about three weeks of which one week was 
spent in conference. The remaining time I spent in visiting 
U.S. Army Signal Units and installations. Their role has 
recently been changed. They were at one time responsible for 
all electronic research and development, as well as communica-
ting. Now they only have a purely staff function and the 
provision of communications for the Field Army. I visited Fort 
Monmouth which was at one time their home. Now it has 
nothing to do with the U.S . Signal Corps as such but is the 
base for the Electronic Command Laboratories and the Army 
Signal School. It is an enormous set-up. They have television 
and electronic displays in classrooms on a wide scale, and every 
form of training aid. The Brigadier General who commands the 
School is coming at my invitation to visit our School of Signals 
this month. Wherever I went, I found an enormous interest 
in our Corps and about what we were thinking and doing. There 
are many personal friendships between the two Corps and there 
is a strong common affinity. 

From Fort Monmouth I went to Fort Huachuca in Arizona, 
which is in the far south-west of the States in relation to Fort 
Monmouth. Fort Huachuca was one of the old forts where the 
Apache Indians were to be found—the real home of the Wild 
West, as we see it on television today. It is the electronic proving 
ground for the United States Army and it is easy to appreciate 
why such a remote place was selected for this purpose, distant 
as it is from ambient electro-magnetic emissions and other inter-
ference. Here they are able to test missiles, radar and com-
munication equipment, space vehicles and what have you. I 
was particularly interested in their data processing project, which 
is an examination of how computery can be applied to staff 
techniques in the Field Army. We, too, are examining this. 
As a sideline, I was taken to the City of Tombstone and shown 
the sights there. I should add that this has nothing to do with 
Signals or communicating. I went to Boot Hill where all the 
desperadoes of 1860 were buried and saw their various tomb-
stones—some with highly-coloured epitaphs. One reads: 

Here lies the body of Lester Moore 
Four slugs from a 44— 
No Les—no Moore. 

There were many others of a highly coloured character which 
I have forgotten. On the evening of my visit I was sworn in 
as a Deputy Marshal of Tombstone City. I was also cere-
monially " hung! " 

From there I went to Fort Bragg which is the home of the 
Strategic Corps, similar to our Strategic Reserve in the U . K . 
It is a Fire Brigade and is alerted whenever " the balloon goes 
u p " anywhere. I was extremely impressed with everything I 
saw there and this Corps has every reason to be proud of itself. 
I have never seen a better turn-out and smartness in soldiers. 
They were quite splendid and all their demonstrations were 
first-class. They have some beautiful equipment and the Signal 
Battalion has six helicopters as part of its organic equipment. I 
was loaned one of these for the whole time I was there and I 
did more in a day than I could have done in a week by any 
other means. I do not think that we have anything to fear in 
comparison with them on the Signals side. Our operators should 
certainly hold their own and our technicians are, I believe, more 
versatile although they might not be so expert on individual 
equipment. 

From Fort Bragg I went to Quantico—the home of the U.S. 
Marines. Here I was accorded the honour of a guard of 60 
men, a brass band and a 21-gun salute which, if it did not 
impress anyone else, certainly impressed me! I was shown 
round their museum and saw some of their training. They do 
all their own training, including that of officers, right up to Staff 
level. I was surprised to find as many as 240 officers in one 
class, but they assured me it worked. I then returned to 
Washington where we sat down and tried to reach agreement on 
standardisation, the main theme of the Conference. This I 
think we did—in principle anyway. Agreeing in principle is 
fairly easy—it is when one gets down to particular equipments 
and one comes to things like design rights " and " copyrights " 
that life becomes difficult. This has still to be done. Well, so 
much for the Regular Army and my visits. 

Rese rve A r m y . I want now to talk about the Reserve 
Army. T h e A.E.R. has just gone through another spasm and, 
frankly, I don't think these spasms are likely to stop. I think 
that as political pressures ease here and press harder somewhere' 
else, so the A.E.R. and T . A . will probably be adjusted accord-
ingly, as indeed is the Regular Army. In the latest review of 
the A.E.R., and the A.E.R. i in particular, everyone has tried 
to look as far forward as possible in the limited war context. 
They have tried to do this in order to establish the A.E.R. on 
as permanent a basis as possible. But there is no telling that 
in five or ten years time, or even less maybe, some other political 
factor will arise when the whole thing has got to be looked at 
again. But what is certain now is that the new structure of the 
A.E.R. I, which has just been approved and I am not at all 
sure that it has actually gone out yet, will be in existence for 
five years, I would say, at the very minimum. It is going to 
get the right sort of equipment and, we hope, the right sort of 
training. Great efforts are being made in the War Office to see 
that this is being done. A E.R. 2 is another cup of tea, I am 
afraid, and this is largely due to the fact that A.E.R. 2, if one 
looks at it realistically in the light of what one would call the 
modern concept of war, would not be completely effective from 
the word " go." This is being looked at to see if any improve-
ment in its ability to get on to its feet can be made, and I 
think something may well come out of this review. As far as 
the T . A . is concerned they, too, are under review but I think 
most people in the T . A . know now what their role is. Nobody 
up to now has been able to say specifically what the role is 
Unit by Unit, but I think they can now say that it is mainly in 
aid of the Civil Power. This is no milk and water task. It will call 
for rigorous training and a high standard of technical efficiency. 

Six million pounds has been allotted to purchase equipment 
for the T . A . and this is for the T . A . at Brigade level and below. 
One and a half million pounds is outstanding and is required 
for Units, serving Divisions, Districts, and so on. This is not 
yet approved but I think it is likely to be. The equipment for 
Brigades and below should be available next year and the year 
after. If we get the other money through that, also, should be 
available in the same time frame. That is really all I have to 
say on the T.A. , except that recruiting is not very good, and I 
don't think it will be until the sort of chap who goes into the 
T . A . can see exactly what his job is likely to be. U p to now 
it has been a bit nebulous and every T . A . C.O. I have talked 
to—and I have talked to many—has told me that the two things 
which are required are a firm statement on the role of his Unit 
and the equipment with which to do some training. We are 
getting the equipment. T h e role in general terms is now, I 
believe, firm and I think we should go on from there. Equip-
ment, I am afraid, is always a battle—a financial battle—it is 
really nothing more than that. If you could take out the financial 
factors attached to the provision of equipment, then everything 
would be easy. But it is a battle, and so it should be because 
otherwise there would be a lot of money wasted. We are getting 
our share of the money, I believe, now the Regular Army is 
almost equipped—and by early next year we hope the rest of 
the Regular Army will have all its new communication. T h e 
equipment where it has gone out has proved to be excellent. It 
had certain ' b u g s ' in it, but we have got most of these ironed 
out now and where it is in use everyone is satisfied. 

S p o r t . I don't think I will go through any of our sporting 
activities. We have not been terribly successful in sport during 
the last year. We used to be famous for sport in practically 
all fields, but this is not the case at the moment. I have set 
things in motion and we have plans to ensure that the Corps 
gets up to the top of the list again in the sporting field, 
particularly in things like rugger, soccer, cricket—the major 
sports in fact. There is one thing I think you might like to 
know about, and that is the voyage of Major Line—^now 
Lieutenant^Colonel Line—and a couple of Subalterns and a 
Sergeant from Singapore to Malta. They were to have 
landed at Marseilles, but time was running short so they 
finished at Malta. In a small schooner they went south ofif 
Sumatra from Singapore, and came up on the south-west side 
of that island because of the winds. They took, in all, four 
months to complete the journey, but they did it under their 
own steam the whole way. They had a wonderful voyage and 
some quite splendid adventures, and you probably saw some 
photographs of them in the National Press. Major Line is 
a Lieutenant-Colonel in the Corps—he is now in the Ministry 
of Aviation—and the two Subalterns were Signals. T h e 
Sergeant was Signals and there was a girl of 21 who was the 
daughter of a R.A.F. Staff Seregant; she did the cooking. ' 
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A m a t e u r U a d i o S o c i e t y . O n e f ina l t h i n g I w o u l d 
l ike to m e n t i o n is the R o y a l S i g n a l s A m a t e u r R a d i o S o c i e t y . 
T h e P r e s i d e n t , as y o u are p r o b a b a l y a w a r e , a n d the F o u n d e r 
a l m o s t , a n d i n d e e d , the d r i v i n g f o r c e b e i n d it is G e n e r a l C o l e , 
o n m y l e f t h e r e , a n d h e e x p r e s s e d to m e t h e o t h e r d a y s o m e 
d o u b t s a b o u t t h e o r g a n i s a t i o n as a w h o l e a n d h e fe l t a bi t 
p e s s i m i s t i c a b o u t it. W e l l , at h o m e h e r e , I t h i n k this m a y b e 
t r u e to a c e r t a i n e x t e n t . B u t c e r t a i n l y o v e r s e a s , w h e r e v e r I 
v is i ted a R o y a l S i g n a l s u n i t , a l w a y s in t h e p r o g r a m m e w a s the 
" H a m " stat ion to g o a n d look at , and w i t h o u t fai l , I w a s 
u s h e r e d in w i t h great c e r e m o n y a n d g r e a t p r i d e a n d s h o w n 
the stat ion a n d all the " Q " c a r d s s tuck al l o v e r the w a l l , a n d 
I t h i n k it is t h r i v i n g o v e r s e a s . I d o n ' t th ink w e are d o i n g all 
that w e c a n i n the m a t t e r a n d w e are, I h o p e , g o i n g t o p u t a 
b i t m o r e " g i n g e r " b e h i n d it . I w o u l d l ike to s u g g e s t that a n y 
of y o u w h o are interested in " h a m " o p e r a t i n g m i g h t l ike 
to jo in the R o y a l S i g n a l s S o c i e t y . T h e w o r k i n g h e a d is n o w 
the D i r e c t o r of T e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s in the W a r Of f i ce , B r i g a d i e r 
M o z l e y , a n d y o u c a n g e t a n y i n f o r m a t i o n f r o m h i m . B u t I 
f e e l t h a t the R e s e r v e A r m y , the B r a n c h e s , the R e g u l a r A r m y 
c a n a l l h e l p to m a k e this t h i n g r e a l l y g o , a n d I w o u l d l ike to 
see this h a p p e n . W e h o p e to b u i l d a m u c h b i g g e r a n d b e t t e r 
s tat ion i n C a t t e r i c k e v e n t u a l l y , w h i c h w e w a n t to b e the s h o w -
piece . B u t I f e e l c e r t a i n that t h e R o y a l S i g n a l s A m a t e u r 
R a d i o S o c i e t y is just the sort o f t h i n g w h i c h w o u l d h e l p to 
b i n d u s al l t o g e t h e r — t h e R e g u l a r A r m y , the R e s e r v e A r m y 
a n d B r a n c h e s o f the A s s o c i a t i o n . S o if y o u a r e interes ted , w i l l 
y o u w r i t e t o t h e W a r O f f i c e f o r detai ls a b o u t it a n d w e w i l l l e t 
y o u h a v e all t h e i n f o r m a t i o n . 

A n d that b r i n g s m e to the p o i n t w h e r e I t h i n k p r o b a b l y 
al l m y p r e d e c e s s o r s a l w a y s say s o m e t h i n g s imi lar , a n d that is 
that w e m u s t a l l k e e p t o g e t h e r — t h e R e g u l a r a n d the R e s e r v e 
A r m i e s , a n d the B r a n c h e s a n d e v e r y b o d y in R o y a l S i g n a l s , 
w h e t h e r t h e y are s e r v i n g n o w o r h a v e s e r v e d b e f o r e . W e 
m u s t k e e p o u r c o n t a c t s b e c a u s e t h e y a r e v e r y v a l u a b l e . 

T h a n k y o u v e r y m u c h i n d e e d . 

B i r t h d a y H o n o u r s L i s t : Congratulations to those honoured by Her 
Majes ty : 

C.B. 
Major-General A. M. W. Whistler, C . B . E . 

O.B.E. 
Lieutenant-Colonel D . K. Binks 
Lieutenant-Colonel D . L . Sylvester-Bradley 

M.B.E . 
Major (Q.M.) (now R.A.R.O.) J . P. Cairns 
W.O. I Bandmaster A. Lambeth (T.A.) . 
W.O. I T . A. Vaughan 
W . O . I I V. H . M c L . Thom. 

M r . W. J. Enticott , of H.Q. , A.E.R. , Royal Signals. 

WMndon Gazette 
R E G U L A R ARMY 

To 4th Mayt 1963 

Maj . (Tfc . Offr.) W. Richardson retires 10th April, 1963. 
Capt . (T .O.T. ) H . W. Holton to be Maj . (T .O.T. ) 15th May, 1963. 
L t . (T .O.T . ) J , A. Jackson to be Capt . (T .O.T. ) 5th April, 1963. 
Capt . L . D. Edinger to be Maj . , 14th February, 1963. 
L t . G . Bamett to be Capt. , 26th May, 1963. 
Capt. A. G. Bohannan to be Maj . , 24th May, 1963. 
Capt . R. A. King to be Maj . , 24th May, 1963. 
Ma j . (Tfc . Offr.) E. H. Bennett retires 22nd May, 1963. 
L t . (Q.M.) F . J. Pavey to be Capt. (Q.M.), i8 th May, 1963. 
Lt . (Q.M.) R. Halford to be Capt. (Q.M.) 23rd May, 1963. 
Capt. (Q.M.) B. Sellar to be Maj . (Q.M.), 17th April, 1963. 
L t . (T .O.T. ) P. J. Mitchell to be Capt. (T.O.T.) , 15th April, 1963. 
Lt . (Q.M.) A. Page to be Capt. (Q.M.), 15th April, 1963. 

S H O R T S E R V I C E C O M M I S S I O N S 
2nd-Lt . R. A. C. Siderfin to be Lt . , 15th May, 1963. 
W.O. I R. M. B. Sutherland to be Lt . (Tfc. Offr.) 8th April, 1963. 
W.O. I R . G. Knight to be Lt . (Q.M.) l6 th April, 1963. 
W.O. I C. G. Hooper to be L t . (T .O.T. ) , 22nd April, 1963. 
2nd-Lt . D. J . Walden to be Lt . , 19th May, 1963. 
W.O. I W. F. Budden to be Lt . (Tfc . Offr.) 26th April, 1963. 

ARMY E M E R G E N C Y R E S E R V E 
W . O . I I J . M. Dickson to be 2nd-Lt . , 22nd January, 1963. 
N . D . Atkinson to be 2nd-Lt . , 7th April, 1963. 
Lt.-Col. (Hon, Col.) C. E. Calveley, O . B . E . , E . R . D . , is appointed Hon. Col. 

84th Signal Regiment (A.E.R.), 27th March, 1963. 
Capt. (T .O.T . ) R. E. Playle, E . R . D . , to be Maj . (T .O.T. ) , 30th April, 1963. 

T E R R I T O R I A L A R M Y 
Maj . W. C. Loveless, T.D., f rom T.A.R.O. to be Maj . , is t March, 1963. 
Capt . (Actg. Maj . ) H. A. Tai t f rom unat t 'd list to be Capt. (Actg. Maj . ) , 

2nd January, 1963. 
Capt . R. H . W. Jones resigns his commission, 31st December, 1962. 
L t . A. Tonkin to be Capt. , is t March , 1963. 
Lt . M. R. Wright f rom A.E.R.O. to be Lt . , 7th March, 1963. 
Sgm. G. W. Jarman to be 2nd-Lt . , 28th March, 1963. 
Sgm. R. C. Parkhill to be 2nd-Lt . , 28th March , 1963. 
Maj . (T .O.T . ) N . Wilson retires, 31st March , 1963. 
Maj . J . D . Stewart, T.D., to be Lt.-Col. , i8 th November, 1962. 
Capt . J. E . H . A m o t t f rom R.A.O.C. to be Capt. , i s t April, 1963. 
Lt . ( A c « . Capt.) G . J. Powell to be Capt. , 13th May, 1963. 
Lt . G . Taylor to be Capt. , i s t March, 1963. 
Cpl. M. H. King to be 2nd-Lt . , 7th March , 1963. 
P . S. Mitchell to be 2nd-Lt . , 24th February, 1963. 
Lt . -Col . J. A. T u r n e r retires, n t h March, 1963. 
Capt. R. F . Day relinquishes his commission, is t January, 1963, 
2nd-Lt . D . B. Marshall to be Lt . , 24th March, 1963. 
2nd-Lt . M . M . Ross to be Lt . , 24th March, 1963. 

Uirths 
M O R R I S O N . — T o W . O . I I and Mrs . J. B. Morrison, at R.A.F. Hospital, 

Steamer Point, Aden, on 26th March, a daughter, Angela Margaret. 

C H A P M A N . — T o Signalman G . A. Chapman, of 605 Troop (London 
District) and Mrs. Chapman, on 30th April, a son. 

V I C K E R S . — T o Signalman A. S. Vickers, of 605 Troop (London 
District) and Mrs . Vickers. on 7th May, a son. 

H A D D O N . — T o Signalman and Mrs . R. A. Haddon (229 Signal Squadron) 
at B .M.H. , Berlin, on 6th March, 1963, a daughter, Sandra. 

PETRIE.—-To Signalman and Mrs. R. P . Petrie (229 Signal Squadron) at 
B .M.H. , Berlin, on 5th April, 1963, a son, David. 

H E N D E R S O N . — T o Lance-Corporal and Mrs. R. G . Henderson (229 
Signal Squadron) at B .M.H. , Berlin, on 8th April, 1963, a daughter. 
Dale. 

S M I T H . — T o Corporal and Mrs. A. Smith (229 Signal Squadron) at 
B .M.H. , Berlin, on n t h April, 1963, a daughter , Arlene. 

S M I T H . — T o Signalman and Mrs. R. Smith (229 Signal Squadron) at 
B .M.H. , Berlin, on 15th May, 1963, a daughter, Sandra-Lucy 

Marriages 

GRYSPEERDT—^BEST.—Lieutenant J. L . E. Gryspeerdt (of n t h Regi-
ment) and Miss Catherine Best, at Scorton, on 25th May. T h e Com-
manding Officer was present with several officers of the Regiment, 
who provided a guard of honour. 

Of 605 Troop (London District) 
M A R T I N — C R E E . — S i g n a l m a n B. A. Mart in to Miss Mary Alice Cree 

at the Registry Office, Great. Yarmouth, on 23rd March . 

EWEN—COBBALD.—Signa lman J . Ewen to Miss Hazel Helen Rose 
Cobbald, on n t h May, at the Registry Office, Ipswich. 

G A R L A N D — R A U T E N S T R A U C H - L a n c e - C o r p o r a l G. Garland, of 229 
Signal Squadron (Berlin), to Fraulein Regina Maria Rautenstrauch, at 
Berlin on 18th April , 1963. 

D R U G A N — L E M M . — C o r p o r a l A. P. Drugan, of 229 Signal Squadron 
(Berlin), to Miss Christa Lemm, at Richmond, Yorkshire, on i6 th March, 
1963-

W A T S O N — S I L K . — C o r p o r a l Watson, of 229 Signal Squadron (Berlin), to 
Miss Jean Arundel Silk, at Basildon, Berks., on 23rd March, 1963. 

H A Y D O N — W O H L G E M U T H . — Sergeant D. Haydon, of 229 Signal 
Squadron (Berlin), to Fraulein Silvia Erica Wohlgemuth, at St. George's 
Church, Berlin, on 15th May, 1963. 

Beaths 
FRASER.—iVlajor G . M. Fraser, on l6 th June, at the age of 72. (See 

Obituaries). 

W E S T . — M a j o r (T .M.O.) W. A. West, B.E.M., aged 66. (See Obituaries). 

HOBBS.—Captain (Q.M.) F . M . Hobbs on 31st May. He enlisted in 
Royal Signals in March, 1931, and was appointed to a commission in 
1946, being released in March, 1949. He leaves a widow whose home 
address is 28, Craven Close, Hayes, Middlesex. 

O 'SULLIVAN.—Signa lman John O'Sullivan, of 22nd Regiment, on 23rd 
June , as result of boat overturning. 

LEECH.—Signalman Richard Boramy Leech, of 254 Signal Squadron, 
Aden. Died on Aden /Yeman Border on 22nd June. Ambushed by 
Yeman tribesmen. H e was a Life Member of Royal Signals Association. 

McLAREN.—Sergean t C. L . McLaren , a T . A . Volunteer of 52 (L) 
Regiment (T.A.), collapsed and died on 9th June while on an exercise. 
He leaves a widow, Mrs. M . A. McLaren, who home address is 26, 
Watchmeal Crescent, Faifly, Clydeband, Glasgow. 

FARRELLY.—Ex-Dr ive r C. Farrelly, at the age of 53, on n t h May. 
H e enlisted in the Corps in September, 1941, and was released in 1946. 
His home address was 8, Glenalina Crescent, Belfast 12, Nor thern 
Ireland. 

COLE.—Lance-Corporal Ronald Victor Cole, on 7th May, at Battle 
Hospital, Reading, Berks., as a result of falling from a truck. 

BLAY.—Ex-Lance-Corporal W. C. ( " S a m m y " ) Blay, on 22nd May. 
Corporal Blay was transferred f rom the R.E. to the Corps in 1920 and 
was discharged in 1941. He leaves a widow and daughter, his address 
being 13, Three Stiles, Benington, Stevenage, Berks. He was a Life 
Member of the Royal Signals Association. 
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News has just come to hand of the deaths of the following officers 
III rcccnt months : 

Brigadier H . N. Brown on 29th March. 
Colonel S. J. Fielder, on is t April. 
Major A. R . Manley, on 7th May . 
Lieutenant C. Gibson, on 21st January. 
Lieutenant J. Lyons, on 14th March . 

Gre&t sympathy is expressed to all relatives and friends of the above 
111 their sad loss. 

Mofement—Offieers 

Sccond-Lieutenant D . 
15th May to 14th June 

M . Aird . . . T o 2nd Regiment 
Lieutenant J. D . Bromley 
Major D. M . F . Barker , 
Lieutenant C. A. Brown 
c;uptain P. H . F . Bullard 

(Captain J. R. Blackwood 
C.irptain (Tfc Offr) E . G . Barrett . . . ; 
Sccond-Lieutenant M . L. P. Brock 
Sccond-Lieutenant A. F . Browne .. . 
Captain D. L . Copeland 
Sccond-Lieutenant G . W. B. Cowan 
Sccond Lieutenant P. E. A. Chaddock 
Lieutenant R . Dorrell 
Sccond-Lieutenant C . H . Dickenson 
Sccond-Lieutenant R. E . S. Drew . . . 
Sccond-Lieutenant I . C. Double 
Major J. E. Denton 
Lieutenant B. W. Giller 
Major P. J. Garre t t 
Lieutenant J . G. Greatrix 
Lieutenant J . P. Goldney 
Lieutenant G . J. H . Grist 
Captain (Tfc Offr) A. F . Hounsom .. . 
Sccond-Lieutenant D . H u n t 
Major D. F . L. James 
Sccond-Lieutenant J . A. F . Juniper ... 
Major (Q.M.) H . Jamieson 
Lieutenant W. D . Lawrence 
Major C. F. Lockwood 
Lieutenant G. T . Mills 
Lieutenant G . A. Maude 
Lieutenant J . C. Milford 
Lieutenant G . H . W . Mi lburn 
Sccond-Lieutenant J. M . Messcr-

Bennetts 
Major R. Pope 
Major F . Parker 
Lieutenant-Colonel C. E . Page 
Major J. B. Prince 
Major D. D . Ran f t 
Major J . B. Stewart 
Lieutenant (Q.M.) G . H . Scott 
Second-Lieutenant D . Strong 
Lieutenant-Colonel J. D. B. Thorn ton 
C:aptain C. S. Ward 
Sccond-Lieutenant A. K. Wright . . . 
Major (Q.M.) H . Waterworth 

Junior Leaders Regt .—Denbury 
3rd Regiment 
204 Squadron 
Army Apprentice School, Har -

rogate 
28th Regiment 
252 Squadron 
i s t Regiment 
22nd Regiment 
n t h Regiment 
4th Regiment 

' Regiment 
Squadron 
Squadron 
Regiment 
Regiment 

(Operating) 

3rd 
255 
224 
7th 
is t 
Signal Trg . C e n u e — F A R E L F 
236 Squadron ( C O M C A N ) 
Signal T r g . C e n t r e — F A R E L F 
18th Regiment 
209 Squadron 
603 T p (M.E.) (Aden Element) 
16th Regiment 
7th Regiment 
57th Regiment (T.A.) 
2nd Regiment 
45th Regiment (T.A.) 
n t h Regiment 
H.Q. Royal Signals, Cyprus 
256 Squadron 
Juniors Leaders Regt. , Denbury 
8th Regiment 
n t h Regiment 

i6 th Regiment 
209 ^ u a d r o n 
H .Q . T^raining Brigade 
i s t Regiment 
237 Squadron ( C O M C A N ) 
4tli Regiment 
6 i s t Regiment (T.A.) 
28th Regiment 
4 th Regiment 
Army Recruiting Staff 
Junior Leaders Regt. , Denbury 
13th Regiment 
l6 th Regiment 

Major H. G. Brett 
Major A. G. Bohannan 
Lieutenant-Colonel J. N . Boyland . . . 
Major (Q.M.) F . P. Barry 
Captain T . A. Byrne 
Captain D. L . Copeland 
Lieutenant-Colonel R. G. Curry 
Captain M. A. M . Greaves 
Lieutenant J. G . Greatrix 
Major J. R. HaU, E . R . D 
Major J. P. Har t 
Lieutenant I . J . Hamilton . . . . . . 
Lieutenant (Q.M.) M . H a m 
Captain P. J. Hartshorn 
Lieutenant R. A. Hoghton 
Captain (Q.M.) W . E. Judd 
Major R. G . Jones 
Second-Lieutenant J. A. F . Juniper 
Captain J. W. Oliver 
Captain H . McI . Paterson 
Captain F. V. P. Phi lp 
Major M. A. Petheram 
Captain W. A. A. Poole 
Major R. Plant 
Lieutenant-Colonel K . E . Rees 
Major T . F . Ross 
Lieutenant-Colonel B. L . Sylvester-

Bradley 
F. Strange 
D. K . Thompson 
J. P. Vann 
L . Watson 
Wilson 

iSth June to 14 th July 
T o C A F S O 

Lieutenant B. 
Lieutenant R. 
Lieutenant M . 
Lieutenant A. 
Captain H. S. 

Staff, N E A F 
4ih Regiment 
n t h Regiment 
54th (E.A.) Regiment (T.A.) 
4th Regiment 
n t h Regiment 
H.Q. N . Ireland Command 
24th (Gurkha) Squadron 
18th Regiment 
G .H.Q. F A R E L F 
School of Signals 
24th Regiment 
i8 th Regiment 
2nd Regiment 
14th Regiment 
59th Regiment (T.A.) 
R .M.A. Sandhurst 
2nd Regiment 
is t Regiment 
Junior Leaders Regiment 
28th Regiment 
253 Squadron (Eng.) 
Mons. O.C.S. 
13th Regiment 
H . Q . New Zealand Army 
46th (N.M.) Regiment (T.A.) 

H .Q . E . Africa Command 
253 Squadron (Eng.) 
7th Regiment 
2nd Regiment 
Junior Leaders Regiment 
H.Q. F A R E L F (Signals Brigade) 

Movements—Warrant 
Julii, 1»H3 

W.O.I L . E . McVeigh 
W.O.I E . W. G . HSI 
W.O.I V. De Wit t 
W . O . I I S. Remmer 
W.O. I I J. H . Paterson 
W.O. I I C. D . Edgar 
W.O. I I D. J. Freeman 
W.O. I I M . F. B. Garland . . . 
W.O. I I L . E . Ramsdale 
W.O. I I C. A. Baalham 
W.O. I I A. T h o r p e 

Offieers and Sergeants, 

. . . T o 14th Regiment ( l Squadron) 

. . . „ 235 Squadron 

. . . „ 253 Squadron 

..• „ 255 Squadron 

... „ I Squadron Comd. , K.A.R. 

. . . „ 235 Squadron (T.A.) 

. . . „ 327 Squadron (T.A.) 

. . . „ i§ th Regiment 

. . . „ Birmingham University O .T .C . 

. . . „ 58th Regiment (T.A.) 
. „ „ 24th Regiment 

Smith (484) 
J. Kimber ... 
Wagstaff 

M . Short ... 

D . Aiken . . . 
H . Williams 
A. Slade 

E. Williams 

W . O . I I D . G. Rowthom 
W.O. I I T . C. O'TooIe . 
W . O . I I S. A. G. Hulse . 
W . O . I I G . G . Barnes 
W.O. I I A. W . Peat 
W . O . I I A. Norwood 
W . O . I I C . Wilson 
W.O. I I C . G. C . Curtis 
W . O . I I J . Dean .. . . 
Staff Sergeant G . 
Staff Sergeant V. 
Staff Sergeant R. 
Staff Sergeant E. 
Staff Sergeant K. Mason 
Staff Sergeant R. D . J. Burnet t 
Staff Sergeant P. J . Carney . . . 
Staff Sergeant G . Smith (016) 
Staff Sergeant L . L . Spooner . . . 
Staff Sergeant C . Heaps 
Staff Sergeant S. R. Norris 
Staff Sergeant F . G. 
A/Staff Sergeant C. 
A/Staff Sergeant P. 
A/Staff Sergeant J. 
Sergeant K. H . R . Dale 
Sergeant H . A. Gilechrist 
Sergeant C . E . Bayley ... 

- C. Kelly ... 
Green 

C. Saunders 
H . W. Gardner 
G . MacFarlane 

, L . Burgess ... 
Sergeant W. Anderson ... 
Sergeant R . H . P . Smithson 
Sergeant G . Walrond 
Sergeant A. H . Reeves ... 
Sergeant M . King 
Sergeant C. F . Smith ... 
Sergeant W. G . Thomas ... 
Sergeant J. F . Pianowski 
Sergeant S. C. Gibney ... 
Sergeant J . A. McSorley 
Sergeant O. E . Lindsay ... 
Sergeant J . A. Marr 

Bower 
R. Brown .. . 
M . Cannings 

Gardiner 
E . Canale . . . 
L . Bassett ... 
Walker 

. M . H. Hamil ton 
Chambers ... 

Sergeant J. Gledhill 
Sergeant R. E . Newson .. . 
Sergeant E . R. Dodds ... 
Sergeant A. C. T . Tasker 
Sergeant P. B. Neal 
Sergeant D. O. Thompson 
A/Sg t . G . W . T . Dowdle 

Sergeant R. 
Sergeant L, 
Sergeant R. 
Sergeant C. 
Sergeant F . 
Sergeant J . : 

•Sergeant D . 
Sergeant D . 
Sergeant T . 
Sergeant R. 
Sergeant T . 
Sergeant D . 
Sergeant C. 
Sergeant A. 
Sergeant C. 

46th Regiment (T.A.) 
13th Regiment 
262 Squadron 
14th Regiment (2 Squadron) 
3rd Regiment 
30th Regiment 
2nd Regiment 
237 Squadron 
7th Regiment 
H.Q. , East Africa Command 
H.Q. , Far East Land Forces 
School of Signals 
School of Signals 
R .M.A. , Sandhurst 
24th Regiment 
24th Regiment 
School of Signals 
261 Squadron 
n t h Regiment (2 Squadron) 
2nd Regiment 
18 th Regiment 
245 Squadron 
28th Regiment 
229 Squadron 
13th Regiment 
260 Squadron 
30th Regiment 
School of Signals 
259 Squadron 
628 Troop 
252 Squadron 
School of Signals 
227 Squadron 
209 Squadron 
2l5t Regiment 
610 Troop 
18th Regiment 
638 Troop 
47th Regiment (T.A.) 
n t h Regiment 
30th Regiment 
254 Squadron 
School of Signals 
21 St Regiment 
24th Regiment 

, 46th Regiment (T.A.) 
, 245 Squadron 

14th Regiment ( l Squadron) 
8th Regiment 

, S .T.C. , (Far East) 
, I Squadron (Comd.) K.A.R. 
, 14th Regiment (r Squadron) 
, 9th Regiment 
, All Arms Junior Leaders Regt. 
, 604 Troop 
, S .T.C. (Far East) 
, 4th Regiment 
, 4th Regiment 
, 219 Squadron 
, 7th Regiment 
, Sth Regiment 

Princess Royal Day, Chester 
Past and present members of the Ck)rps and their families 

from Chester, Donnington and Shrewsbury celebrated Princess 
Royal Day in Chester on Sunday, i6th June, 1 ^ 3 . 

"nie Morning Service, in St. George's Chapel, Saighton Camp, 
w a s c o n d u c t e d b y the R e v e r e n d C . N e t t l e s h i p , O.B.H., T.D., 
Assistant Curate of the Parish of St. Mark's, Bilton, Rugby. 
As many will remember, the Reverend Nettleship had a long 
career in the Corps, his last appointment being as Brigadier 
Nettleship, Chief Signal Officer, Western Command. 

===== Promotions — 
N o further details of promotions will be published in THE 

WIRE u n t i l the A u g u s t n u m b e r . 
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Signalmen in Isolation 

Salalah Story 
"The man in Fault Control could have been any signalman in the Corps, but in fact it was one isolated lineman 
4 ,000 miles from his native Liverpool and nearly 1,000 from his Troop H.Q. His name — Lance Corporal 

John Connor" 

The Editor hopes that this feature will be the first of a series 
which will be published in " The Wire " from time to time 
from Signalmen and Units operating in isolated areas— 

and there must he many of them. 

" ^ I G N A L S Fault Control, Sir." 
' Air Traffic here. I've got an aircraft coining into circuit 

in 58 minutes and transmitters tell me they are not getting 
my tones. Check the cable quickly." 

" V e r y good sir, I'll get a test on." 
T h e tests showed that the cable had been crushed and 

would require a piece jointing in. T h e first job was to re-
route all Air Safety circuits over another cable, and this was 
done within 30 minutes of the fault report, and Air Traffic 
Control were able to bring the aircraft down. Later, the 
break was found and the next few hours were devoted to 
careful jointing. 

The man in Fault Control could have been any signalman 
in the Qjrps, but, in fact, it was one isolated lineman, 4,000 
miles from his native Liverpool and nearly 1,000 from his 
Troop H.Q. His name Lance-Corporal John Connor. 

In civilian life, 2o-year-old Lance-Corporal Connor was a 
member of the Royal Artillery T . A . and was quite happy with 
his civilian job, but as time went by he became bored. T h e 
T . A . had given him a taste of Army life and he wanted more. 
He joined the Corps, and, after training as a lineman, was 
posted to his present unit, 222 Signal Squadron (Air Forma-
tion). He worked hard and very soon qualified as a B i n Cable 
Jointer in addition to his basic trade of lineman. His O.C., 
Major G . W. A . Stephenson, considered him above average, and 
after training in the main Fault Control at H.Q., Mideast, in 
Aden, he was promoted to Lance-Corporal and returned to duty 
in the airfield troop at Khormaksar, with instructions that he 
should be observed as a potential detachment N.C.O. This 
sort of posting calls for a man of sound character who can be 
trusted to work hard and skilfully on his own without super-
vision. He frequently finds himself the only " b r o w n j o b " 
on the station, and with their tradition of hospitality and 
swift recognition of competence, the R.A.F. make him a most 
welcome member of the team—if he proves himself of high 
enough calibre for the job. 

Lance-Corporal Connor continued to do well, and thus it 
was that in February, 1963, he was detached to R.A.F., Salalah, 
as the A.F. Signals trouble-shooter. Except when project work 
is in hand, or when the pace gets too hot, he is the only Royal 
Rignals representative on the airfield. 

R.A.F., Salalah, is a desert staging post for R.A.F. Transport 
Command. It also caters regularly for B.O.A.C. charter flights 
and R.A.F. fighter movements. T h e station is commanded by 
Flight-Lieutenant M . Kerr, R.A.F., and some 80 R.A.F. per-
sonnel serve a 12-month unaccompanied tour. A t this lonely 
location Lance-Corporal Connor is responsible to the Station 
Commander for all landline communications on the airfield. 
These include a small switchboard, a lo-slave teletalk system, 
long U G cable feeds for transmitters, radar and navigational 
aids, plus a re-diffusion radio cable system which we look after 
under the " Old Comrades " Act. 

Salalah is some 900 miles from Aden and is bounded by the 
desert on one side and the Indian Ocean on the other. Those 
who have spent the winter at home in England will envy this 
N.C.O., living amidst the perpetual sunshine, warm seas and 
swaying palms of this desert outpost; but as spring brings 
relief to the British Isles, Salalah becomes a furnace of blistering 
heat and driving sandstorms. Hours of work are l o n g — 
particularly when compared with the seven-to-one routine en-

joyed by most of the Middle East stations. In an emergency 
the Royal Signals representative must be prepared to work non-
stop until communications are restored. 

Measure is home made. Y o u can swim in the warm waters 
of Salalah Bay, which 2,000 years ago was one of the world's 
centres of the spice trade. Myrrh and frankincense grow wild 
along the coast, and there are still traces of the ancient 
fortresses built by the Portuguese some centuries ago. 

Photography is another favourite pastime in the area. T h e 
dazzling colours of the local dress make good Kodak-fodder— 
but the effect is often spoilt by the locals standing rigidly to 
attention and saluting with military efficiency at the first 
glimpse of a box Brownie or RoUeiflex! 

Football and cricket are played, of course, and in the true 
British tradition, the Arabs have been taught these games, and 
now fierce competitions are fought on the unyielding gypsum 
playing fields. 

Our opponents, the long-haired local tribesmen, armed with 
splendid aged rifles, inlaid with silver, present an alarming 
spectacle to the newcomer. T h e y don't bring these weapons 
on to the field, but the spectactors do, so fair play is the 
order of the day! 

At the request of the Sultan of Muscat, whose residence is 
about a mile or so away from the airfield, all men who go be-
yond the perimeter have to be escorted by loyal Askaris, who are 
also armed to the teeth. 

Lance-Corporal Connor returns home in July and hopes to 
marry soon afterwards. Perhaps Records will post him to Paris 
in return for his time spent as an isolated Signalman serving 
the Corps so stoutly on this remote R.A.F. station of the 
Arabian Peninsula. 

Important Step Forward for Technicians 
Royal Signals Unh with the Electronics industry 

AN important link between the Army and the Electronics 
Industry will be forged with the introduction on ist July, 

1963, of a scheme to assist suitably qualified technicians in their 
transition from the Service into industry agreed recently between 
the War Office and the Electronic Engineering Association. 

This pilot scheme will be confined initially to technical 
tradesmen of the R o p l Corps of Signals, but agreement is 
being sought to apply it also to technicians of the Corps of Royal 
Electrical and Mechanical Engineers. It will no doubt interest 
other sections of industry and the Armed Services generally. 

Theoretical instruction given to potential technical tradesmen 
of Royal Signals and R.E.M.E. already incorporates subjects 
applicable to the Telecomms Certificate of the City and Guilds 
of London Institute and the National Certificate of Engineer-
ing. This instruction is also given to Army Apprentices at 
Harrogate and Arborfield. 

T h e practical training of these men and boys also includes 
many aspects which are recognised by the Electronic Engineer-
ing Association as relevant to work in the industry. T h e main 
advantages of the scheme as far as the Army is concerned are 
that it should stimulate recruiting in the technical corps and, 
with the prospect of a planned transition into industry, it should 
encourage the soldier to improve his technical proficiency. T h e 
electrpnics industry will benefit by having a call upon an 
increased number of technicians able to do highly-ski l l^ work 
with relatively little further training. 

Eighteen member companies of the Association have expressed 
their enthusiasm for the scheme, and when a vacancy can be 
offered facilities will be given by the Army for the man con-
cerned to visit the firm towards the end of his military service 
so that he can see it at work and discuss his future prospects. 
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Salaiah Story 

I . The Control Tower—Salalah's nerve centre. 2. Checking cable records "on the ground." 3. Lance Corporal J. Connor 
wi th two local Askaris. 4. The Guardroom. 5. A camel wearing local manufacture speech-secrecy equipment. 6. Mac the 
Knife. 7. Lance Corporal Connor in a welcome patch of shade . . . 8. . . . and gardening . . . 9. . . . and thinking about 
next July! (Lance Corporal Connor is going home in July to be marr ied shortly). 
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M A J O R ( T . M . O . ) W . A . W E S T , B .E .M . 

Major W. A. West, a stalwart of the Corps, collapsed and 
passed away while out shopping recently in Aldershot. He had 
a distinguished service career, starting with the East Surreys in 
the First World War, when he saw action against the Turks in 
the Suez Canal Zone and at Gallipoli. He then served with 
the R.E. Signals and transferred into the Corps when it was 
first formed in 1920. While in the Corps he rose steadily in 
rank until he was commissioned Lieutenant (T.M.O.)' in 
September, 1939, and eventually retired with the rank of 
Major in 1956. 

He was awarded the B.E.M. for his services in establishing 
a short wave radio station at Peking. He was a well-known 
figure as one of the Inspectorate at the Ministry of Supply 
Depot at Woolwich, where he spent a number of years. 

Although 66 years old, he was always alert and a soldier to 
the end. Particularly notable was the fact that he was an 
instructor at the Farnborough Technical College after he had 
retired from the Service. He was a strong supporter of the 
Association and was well known in the Aldershot Branch, 
where he will be much missed. 

T h e Corps tradition is strong in the West family for his 
son (who is now a Warrant Officer) and his grandson have 
followed in Major West's footsteps as serving soldiers in the 
Corps. Our deep sympathy goes to them, as well as his wife 
and other son, William. In addition to family mourners, the 
following were present at the funeral: Lieutenant-Colonel E. 
G . Brice, O.B.E.. Major G. R. Price, M.B.E., and from the 
Aldershot Branch of the Association, S.S.M. E. Summers, S.S.M. 
D. Woods and Messrs. L . V. Goodman, A. V. lent, D. Gardiner 
and R. W. Fairclough. 

COI.OIVEL R I C H A R D R A R O N , O.R.E. , T . » . , D X . 

Colonel Richard Baron, who died on i i t h May, 1963, was 
a true example of a dedicated Territorial and an inspiration to 
those who served with him. Although commissioned into the 
T . A . before the first world war and the proud possessor of the 
1914 Territorial War Medal, he did not join Royal Signals 
imtil 1934, after a distinguished career in the R.A.S.C., which 
culminated in the command of 55th West Lanes. Divisional 
R.A.S.C., T . A . 

Colonel Baron came to Royal Signals as Second-in-Command 
of 55th West Lanes. Divisional Signals T . A . with his rank of 
Lieutenant-Colonel and Brevet Colonel and succeeded to the 
command on 3rd January, 1935. It was obvious that he did not 
find the transition an easy one, but that only made him all 
the keener and he spared no effort in his determination to become 
proficient in his new Service. That he succeeded is amply 
demonstrated by the fact that at the beginning of 1939 his 
Unit was able to throw off a Cadre for 4th A.A. Divisional 
Signals, and only two or three months later duplicated itself 
by the formation of a second line Unit, 59th Divisional Signals, 
T . A . 

Colonel Baron remained in command of 55th West Lanes. 
Divisional Signals until 1943, when he decided that he could 
serve his country better in his civilian profession of a dentist 
and took his release under a special scheme then in being. 

O n return to civil life he kept up his keen interest in the 
Corps and did a great deal to help families of Corps members. 
Later he was largely responsible for forming the Liverpool 
branch of Royal Signals Association and became its first 
President. He attended regularly until the last year, when ill-
health prevented him. Colonel Baron also remained a member 
of West Lanes. Territorial and Auxiliary Forces Association 
until 1958 and served on the General Purposes Committee. 
His passing will be keenly felt by all who knew him and grew 
to admire his sterling qualities. 

Many serving in the Corps will know his son. Major R. C. 
K . Baron, who is a regular officer, and his daughter who is 
married to Major L . Brunnen. 

) Have you placed a standing order for a copy of 
" T h e W i r e " ? 

Why not do so now ? 

M A J O R GORDOIV MUJVRO E R A S E R 

Many in the Corps will be particularly sad to hear of the 
sudden death of Major Gordon Eraser on the i6th June at the 
age of 72. 

Educated at Fettes, Major Eraser served with the Northamp-
tonshire Regiment in World War I. World War II found him 
with Royal Signals, since when he has always been devoted to 
the Corps. He was a well-known and much liked personality in 
Catterick for a number of years, during and immediately after 
the war. 

He will be particularly remembered for the part he took in 
raising very large sums of money for Corps Welfare, but per-
haps he will be best known for his great work in connection 
with Corps rugby football. It was due very largely to his en-
thusiasm and drive that the ist Training Regiment (now the 
8th Signal Regiment) won the Army Rugby Cup on no less than 
seven occasions. 

He had a great gift for inspiring young men, and rugby 
teams literally revolved around Gordon Eraser. Many ex-
Corps rugby players will remember him with much affection. 
He has gone now, but the Corps has much cause to be grateful 
for all that Gordon Eraser did for it. 

Our deep sympathy goes to his widow and family. 

The Annua l A .E .R ./T .A . R o y a l Signals Of f icers ' 
' A t H o m e ' 

is to be held at the Hotel Majestic, Harrogate, at 4 p.m. on Saturday, 
7th September, 1963. T h e Corps Orchestra will be present. 

T h e cost per individual ticket is 13s. 6d. and they may be obtained on 
application to C.S.O. 's Commands. 

Rath Tattoo 
Eighty Junior Leaders, accompanied by the Junior Leaders ' Corps of 
Drums , are taking part in the Bath Tattoo, to be held f rom 23rd July to 
27th. 

E x - R o y s ' 9th Annua l D inner 
is to oe held on Saturday, 1 4 ^ September, 1963, 6.30 for 7.30 p.m. , at 
the Victory Ex-Services Club, 63 /79 , Seymour Street, London, W.2 (one 
minute f rom Marble Arch Station and & s t left u p Hdgware Road). Lounge 
»uit or uniform. Dinner tickets per head, obtainable f rom Major F. 
G . Strange (Retd.), 9, Kidmore Road, Caversham Heights, Reading, 
Berks. Crossed cheques/postal orders should be made payable to Royal 
Signals Ex-Boys' Dinner . Please book as soon as possible. As it was not 
possible to hold a dinner in 1962, you may be sure of a hearty welcome 
this year, bringing your wife or other guests. 

The A r m y A r t Society 
T h e Society, which exists to encourage art in the Army and sister Services, 
is holding its 32nd Exhibition f rom 30th September until n t h October, 
1963, at T h e Chenil Galleries, King 's Road, Chelsea. All ranks of the 
Army, Royal Navy and Royid Air Force, past and present, permanent or 
temporary, may submit works for consideration. T h e Society is an 
entirely unofficial organisation, and for several years very successful 
exhibitions have been held in London each autumn. Service artists can 
derive more interest f r o m their hobby by aiming at submitting works for 
the exhibitions, which also gives them an opportunity to compare their 
standard and style with others. As the Society is non- profit making, the 
entrance and hanging fees are kept as low as possible. Intending exhibitors 
are invited to apply for particulars t o : T h e Honorary Secretary, The 
Army Ar t Society, W . A. Arnold, 4, West Drive Gardens, Harrow Weald, 
Middlesex. T h e Patron of the Society is H . R . H . Princess Marina, Duchess 
of Kent , and the Chairman, Field Marshal Sir Claude Auchinleck. 

R o y a l Signals Institution Lectures , lOBa 
Tue iday , 24th September, " Joint Communicat ion! ," Major-General A. M. 
W . Whistler, C . B . , C . B . E . , 6 p.m.. Nor th Hall, Tra ining Brigade, Royal 
Signals, Catterick Camp, Yorks. 
Thursday, 26th September, ' T h e Royal Canadian Signals," Major J. G. 
Berry, C.D., B.sc., Royal Canadian Signal Corps, 6 p .m. , at the T .A . Centre , 
47th Regunent , T .A . , Duke of York's Headquarters , Chelsea, S.W.3. 
Tuesday, 26th November , " Procurement of Signal Equ ipmen t , " Major-
General R. J . Moberly, C.B., O.B.B., 6 p.m., at Nor th Hall , Training Brigade, 
Royal Signals, Catterick Camp, Yorks. 

A Member may bring two guests to the above Lectures. 

R O Y A I . S I G N A L S R A N D E N G A G E M E N T S 
Tou r ing R a n d 

1 5 t h - 2 7 t h July Dunferml ine 
2i»t July Kirkcaldy 
28th July Kirkcaldy 
I2 th - i8 th August Edinburgh 
is t -7th September Folkestone 
8 t h - 2 n t September Eastbourne 
29th September-6th October . . . Eastbourne 
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Quicks i lver P r o g r a m m e , 1963 
i8th-20th July 
3rd - 6th August 
9th-ioth August 

20th-20th August 
4th - 7th September 

I2th-i4th September 
i8th-22nd September 
25th-28th September 

i s t - 3 r d October 
5th - 8th October 

i i th- i6 th October 

Liverpool Corps Show 
Leeds Gala 
Southampton Army Display 
Ayr Display 
Cardiff Army Week 
Wallasey Displafy 
Edinburgh Display 
Aberdeen 
Dundee 
Perth 
Glasgow 

Roynl Signals Golfiiig Society F ixtures , 1963 
17th July 
2lst July 
15th August 
29th August 

September 
September 

21st 
25th 
26th and 27th September 

Tennis 
27th July 

29th July - 3rd August 
I3tn August 
14 th August 

R.A.P.C., at Hankley Common 
R.M.C.S. 
R.E.M.E., at East Berkshire 
R.A.O.C., at Swinley Forest 
Staff College, at Camberley Heath 
Ironsides, at Hankley Common 
September Autumn Meeting at 

Hankley Common 

Royal Signals v. R.M.A., at Sandhurst 
Army Championships at Aldershot 
Royal Signals v. R.A.E.C., at Aldershot 
Royal Signals v. R.A., at Woolwich 

M o t o r Cycle D i sp l ay T e a m 
The programme of the Motor Cycle Display Team contains the following 

engagements for 1963: 
18th July Cumberland Show at Carlisle. 
20th July Morayshire Farmers' Club Show at Elgin, Moray-

shire. 
27th July Border Union Agricultural Show at Kelso. 
ist August Oswestry Agricultural Show. 
5th August Kingston Agricultural Show at Kingston-upon-

Hull. 
17th August Vulcan Foundaries Sports Day at Newton-Ie-

Willows. 
2nd-8th Sept. ... Berlin Tattoo. 
i i th- i4 th Sept. ... Wallasey Tattoo at Wallasey. 
19th Sept Thames Show at Thame, Oxon. 
2ist Sept Toe H Show at Tillicoultry. 

P E R C I V A L C O A C H E S 
for P R I V A T E H I R E 

Luxury Saloon Coaches 

Available for Military 

units at short notice 

T E L E P H O N E : R I C H M O N D 2348 

P e r c i v a l B r o t h e r s ( C o a c h e s ) L t d 

53, M A R K E T P L A C E , R I C H M O N D , Y O R K S . 

Soldiering 
Out of the Ordinary 

There may be something below to suit you 
I. Volunteers in the rank and trade as shown are required to 

fill existing and future vacancies in the Forces/Units as follow: 

(a) Trucial Oman Scouts (Tour 18 months)—Arabian Peninsula. 
I Cpl. or L / C p l . T g . Op. I Sep. 63 
I Cpl. or L / C p l . T g . Op. I Nov. 63 

(b) Federal Regular Army (Tour 18 months)—Arabian 
Peninsula. 
W.O.II 
S/Sgt. 
S/Sgt. 
Cpl. or L / C p l . 
Cpls. or L/Cpls . 
Sig. 

S. 
R.D. 
Y . of 
R.D. 
R. tech. (It) 
R. tech. (It) 
E .D. 

Oct. 63 
Oct. 63 
Oct. 63 
Dec. 63 
Jan. 64 
Dec. 63 

(c) Signal Squadron (COiVlD) K A R . Tour 3 years)—Kenya. 
2 S/Sgts. Y . of S. Now 
1 S/Sgt. Y . of S. Feb. 64 
2 Cpls. E. tech. Jan. 64 
2 Sgts. Radio op. N o w 

(d) Army of the Federation of Malay a/Malaysia—(Tour 3 
Years). 

W O II Y of 1 register for future employment 

(e) Royal Nigerian Army. (Normally two tours of 18 months). 
1 Sgt. Radio tech. (It) Feb. 64 

For terms and conditions of service in the above named 
Forces, see the " Secondment M a n u a l " W.O. Code No. 12718. 
Applications in duplicate should be submitted in accordance 
with the specimen form at Part III of T h e Manual to O.I.C. 
Royal Signals Records. 

2. Volunteers' rank and trade as shown are required for 
service with Units as follow: — 

(a) Service with Gurkha Troop (Tour 3 years) A C I 39/59 
refers. 

2 S/Sgts. Y . of S. N o w 
2 Sgts. R. tech. (It) N o w 
2 Sig. Comcen ops. N o w 
2 Sig. T g . ops. Now 

U . K . (b) 247 Gurkha Signal Squadron. A t present based in I 
I S Q M S Nov. 63 
I Sig. Comcen op. N o w 

(c) Territorial Army PSI 's (Tour 3 Years). 

W.O.IIs Any trade except T trades— 
Sigcen spvr—Staff op. 

(d) Boys and Youths Training Regiments. (Tour 3 years). 
W.O.IIs Any trade except T trades— 

Sigcen spvr—Staff op. 

(e) British Guiana. (Tour 7 months). Non-family station. 
1 Sgt. T g . op. Must hold at 
2 Cpls. T g . op. least Class II 
1 L / C p l . T g . op. in trade 
2 Sig. T g . op. 

(f) Army Works Study Group. 
2 W.O.IIs N o w 

ie) 216 Signal Squadron (Parachute Brigade Gp). Must first 
qualify as Parachutists. 

I F . of S. or senior R. tech. (It) N o w 
Other ranks holding primary trade of : 

R. Tech. (It.), T g . op., R. op., Comcen op., 
C . op., E.D., Dvr. (R. Sigs), Clk. Tech., 
Fd. Sig. 

Applications in duplicate—specimen Appx. A C I 33/63— 
to O.I.C. R. Signals Records. 

(h) 22 Special Air Service Regiment. 
I Sgt. Radio tech. (It.) Now 
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The Wire >> 

visits 

East Africa 
Command 

A vehicle of 210 Squadron pauses almost exactly on the Equator—yet the snows of Mount Kenya 
are to be seen directly ahead 

A S H O R T twelve-hour journey by comfortable Britannia 
aircraft takes the soldier who is posted to East Africa 

Command quickly from England to Nairobi. THE WIRE paid 
a recent visit, and this month brings you some impressions 
of the Command and of the activities of Royal Signals there. 

The main impression which East Africa leaves is one of wide 
open spaces and vast distances. Since Tanganyika and Uganda 
achieved independence. East Africa Command has considerably 
reduced in size and now covers only Kenya and Zanzibar. 
However, this is still a vast area, with some parts still un-
mapped, where vehicles are only allowed to proceed in pairs. 
From Mombasa, on the east coast, to the Uganda border, in 
the west, is 600 miles; from the Ethiopian border in the north, 
to Tanganyika, in the south, is almost 700 miles. These are 
road mileages—and what roads! T h e extension of tarmac roads 
is going ahead, but as some of our pictures show, roads gener-
ally leave much to be desired. 

Another lasting impression of East Africa Command is one 
of contrast. T h e climate provides wide contrasts; at the coast 
it is hot, humid and tropical; around Nairobi it is warm and 
dry, except during the twice-yearly rainy seasons. In the west, 
the climate is damp enough for tea growing, while in the north 
it is so dry that only camel thorn grows. The varying country-
side also provides wide contrasts. Heights above sea level vary 
from zero to almost 18,000 feet, and the type of country varies 
from the semi-desert of the nothern frontier province to the 

Motor sports are popular in East Africa. Sergeant A. J. Stirling, 
Royal Signals is at the wheel of his car during the 1963 East African 
Safari. (Unfortunately, he was not amongst the seven finishers out 

of eighty starters; being defeated by deep mud) 

lush productive farming areas of the so-called " W h i t e High-
lands." A major geographical feature is the Great Rift Valley. 
This relic of the Ice Age starts in Central Africa and goes right 
through Kenya to the Sudan. In Kenya the Rift is approxi-
mately 50 miles wide, and has steep walls at either side, some 
2,000 feet high. T o stand at the top of the " w a l l " of the 
Rift Valley on a clear day is to see one of the most memorable 
sights of Africa. Vast volcanic craters and jagged peaks are 
intermingled with farms rearing some of the finest cattle and 
sheep in the continent. 

T h e other major geographical feature of Kenya is Mount 
Kenya itself. Early explorers could not believe their eyes when 
they saw the mountain standing exactly on the Equator, yet 
perpetually covered in snow. The mountain is almost 18,000 
feet high, and is a real " climbers' mountain," presenting a 
challenge to every mountaineer, and offering excellent oppor-
tunities for adventure training. 

East Africa is a popular station with both single men and 
families. T h e cost of living is high, but so is the standard of 
hving, and all ranks receive a generous local overseas allowance. 
Married quarters or hirings are not too difficult to obtain, and 
nearly all families run a car and have__at least one African servant 
to help in the house and garden. N A A F I provides the usual 
club and shop facilities, with good concessional rates. Most 
units have a minibus for recreational transport, generously 
provided by the Nuffield Trust, and some have Land Rovers 
specially equipped for safari work and available for hire at low 
cost. There is a Forces Broadcasting Service, and Servicemen 
enjoy many travel concessions and cheap rate concessions at 
hotels and clubs. Cheap charter flights are available from time 
to time to take Servicemen on leave to the United Kingdom. 

There are, however, many attractions to keep Servicemen 
in East Africa for leave; facilities for sport and recreation are 
unrivalled. T h e more normal sports, such as association and 
rugby football, hockey and cricket are played with usual Army 
enthusiasm, and there is no close season. There are also oppor-
tunities to play golf, polo, squash and tennis, or to indulge in 
water ski-ing, sailing or motor sports. T h e important point is 
that these sports are within reach of the pockets of all ranks 
in East Africa. At one time recently, a Royal Signals N.C.O. 
was playing in the same polo team as his Brigade Commander. 

For those who travel to the coast, there is big game fishing 
and skin-diving. East African mountaineers find plenty to 
occupy them, not only on Mount Kenya but also Kiliman-
jaro and the Ruwenzoris, the legendary Mountains of the Moon. 
These mountains also provide, on their lower slopes, excellent 
trout streams with fish in profusion and no complicated licence 
problems. 

Perhaps the biggest recreational attraction of East Africa 
is the safari. " S a f a r i " is a Swahili word meaning " trip " or 
" journey," which has now been absorbed into the English 
language and needs no translation. A safari may take a variety 
of forms; it could conceivably be a Sunday trip in the family 
car, or an expedition on foot with the object of photographing 
or shooting wild animals, or it may be the luxurious motor 
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THE ASSOCIATION OF SERVICE NEWSPAPERS ADVERTISEMENT PAGES, 
67 /48 iERMYN STREET, ST. JAMES'S, S-V / . l . TEL. V/HITEHALL 2504 

Make every day a 

Manikin 
day 

There's nothing like the smooth 
Havana flavour of a I\/lanil<in for 
putting a man at his ease. To keep the 
flavour perfect each cigar is wrapped 
in 'Cellophane'. How good to know 
that Manikin are sized and priced for 
smoking every day! 

a man's at his best with a 

Manikin 
BRITAIN'S BIGGEST-SELLING CIGAR 

T63-2 Printed in Greal Britain 

Five for 3 / 1 U 

BOOTH'S 

HIGH & DRY 

Both made from 100% grain spirit; both distilled in the City. 

SUPPLEMENT No. 2-PAGE ONE 



T H E A S S O C I A T I O N O F SERVICE NEWSPAPERS A D V E R T I S E M E N T PAGES, 
6 7 / 6 8 JERMYN STREET, ST. JAMES'S, S . V / . l . TEL. W H I T E H A L L 2 5 0 4 

Beer and bowls 

O u r local has its o w n b o w l i n g 

green. T a k e it f r o m me, y o u 

need y o u r pint after y o u ' v e h a d 

a hard game. P e o p l e w h o ' v e 

never p layed th ink it 's easy, 

b u t it takes a lot o f s k i l l . . . 

and a g o o d bit o f nerve t o o . 

When you're relaxing — 

BEER, IT'S LOVELY! 

ISSUED B Y 
THE BRBWEKS' SOCIETY, 2 I UPPER BEOOK S T ^ IIOKDOA W J . 

Mr. Peek and Mr. Frean have been on 

overseas service since 1857. You'll find 

them in service canteens and Naafis 

throughout the world. 

Tmn 

r iniaUiWe tipster 
named Mose 

Said, "Watch how new 
^ _ Maxwell House goes. 
It's the lavourlte bet 

For the best coffee yet. 
And it's certain to win by a nose." 
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Kenya roads are either very dusty or very muddy. This picture 
gives a good idea of the Kenya landscape as a convoy from 210 

Squadron moves out on exercise 

cavalcade beloved of American film stars, or it may be anything 
between these extremes. 

The normal object of a safari nowadays is to see game 
animals, large and small, in their widely varied and fascinating 
surroundings, and the distance covered may vary from 20 to 
2,000 miles. However, there are other sights of great interest 
to be seen in East Africa, besides game animals, which could 
be the object of a safari. T h e Owen Falls dam at Jinja, where 
the River Nile has been harnessed for a hydro-electric scheme 
near its source in Lake Victoria; Murchison Falls, where the 
mighty Nile rushes through a 2o-foot rock cleft; the vast 
Ngorongoro volcanic crater; the ruined city of Gedi near 
Mombasa; all these and countless other sights are well worth 
a visit and are within two or three days motor safari from 
Nairobi. 

However, the game viewing safari is by far the most usual 
outing for Servicemen and their families. Regular readers of 
THE WIRE may remember two recent safari contributions, one 
from 210 Signal Squadron, concerning the baboon which dived 
through a minibus windscreen, and one from 236 Signal 
Squadron, which told of an expedition to the Ruwenzoris in 
search of gorillas. There is no doubt that game animals are 
of the greatest interest to most people, and a posting to East 
Africa offers a unique opportunity to see some of the biggest 
herds of wild animals in the world, and to see " big g a m e " 
in its own native surroundings. 

Most game animals are now contained in game parks or 
reserves, but it is important to realise that there is no re-
semblance between Regents Park and the game parks of Kenya. 
In Kenya the parks cover vast areas, often many thousands 
of square miles, and the animals are entirely wild and un-
controlled—visitors proceed at their own risk! It is hard to 
realise that the animals in the Nairobi National Park are wild, 
for instance; here, prides of lion lie in the open within sight of 
the city of Nairobi, and visitors have been known to ask when 
feeding time is, or to leave their cars. But make no mistake— 
when those lions are hungry they prey on the lesser game in 
the park, and the careful watcher can often see them pull down 
a zebra or wildebeeste and kill it with a blow; alternatively 
they have been known to eat their prey alive! Also lions have 
been known to penetrate to the centre of Nairobi on occasions; 
one once stopped a service by wandering down the aisle of 
the cathedral! 

T h e Nairobi National Park is probably the most popular 
with Service people as it is conveniently near the city and is 
relatively small, so that a lot of game can be seen in a short 
time. The park contains lion, rhino, leopard and cheetah, as 
well as many varieties of lesser plains game, such as zebra and 
giraffe. 

The other East African game parks are much larger than the 

A safari party camps for the night in the Amboseli Game Reserve, 
in the foothills of Mount Kilimanjaro, which can be seen in the 

background 

Nairobi Park, and are all at least 100 miles from Nairobi. The 
Tsavo Park contains all four varieties of " b i g game"—lion, 
rhino, buffalo and elephant, as well as many other varieties of 
game, including hippo and crocodile. T h e Amboseli Reserve 
is famous tor its rhino and elephant, but again, aU four varieties 
are to be seen and photographed, often against the magnificent 
backdrop of snow-capped Mount Kilimanjaro. T h e list of 
game parks is long and each has its own characteristics— 
different animals, different scenery. Serengeti, Ngorongoro, 
Murchison Falls, the Queen Elizabeth National Park on the 
Congo border and the Aberdare Park (which includes the 
famous Treetops Hotel), all are within reasonable distance and 
make memorable safaris. 

A safari is not the only leave attraction in East Africa. At 
the Kenya coast the beaches are superb, in true tropic island 
style, complete with palm trees. A reef makes it possible 
to swim protected from the fierce tide, to surf on the long 
rollers, to go " goggle-fishing" in the midst of shoals of 
tropical fish, or to go " big g a m e " fishing beyond the reef, 
where really large fish can be caught from powered boats. 

T h e delights of the Kenya coast are well within reach of all 
Servicemen in East Africa. A comfortable overnight sleeper 

Herds of wild game are quite common outside town areas in East 
Africa. These wildebeeste invaded the aerial field of 236 Squadron 

(COMCAN) 
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J* 
210 Squadron produce a Motor-Cycle Display Team each year for 
the Army Show, East Africa. Part of the team is seen here in action 

train leaves Nairobi each evening, arriving at the port of Mom-
basa the following morning. There is a leave centre for all 
ranks in Mombasa, run by N A A F I , and transport from the 
centre meets the train, as do cars from the many hotels up and 
down the coast. Al l ranks are entitled to an annual railway 
warrant from Nairobi to Mombasa, or they can claim cash in 
lieu if they make the 300 mile trip by car. There is a good air 
service from Nairobi too, and this provides quite a cheap trip 
and certainly a quick one. 

T h e island of Zanzibar is also an attractive spot for leave. 
Currently, there is no military garrison in Zanzibar. When a 
garrison was maintained there you may be sure that Royal 
Signals was well represented. It is a fascinating spot with palm 
fringed beaches and an old dhow harbour where trading boats 
call to collect copra from the island's coconuts, and the cloves 
for which Zanzibar is famous. 

However, life is not all leave, and far be it from THE WIRE 
to convey the impression that leave is all that matters in East 
Africa and that work is unimportant. " Work hard and play 
hard " is the motto of all the Royal Signals units and the high 
reputation of the Corps in East Africa bears out the effectiveness 
of this policy. 

Royal Signals are carrying out a variety of tasks in East 
Africa. There are three units: 210 Squadron (Infantry Brigade 
Group), 236 Squadron ( C O M C A N ) and 602 Troop (Special 
Communications). In addition. Royal Signals provides officers, 
senior N.C.O.s and technicians for i Squadron, The King's 
African Rifles, where selected members of the Corps do a 3-year 
secondment, largely in training and supervisory posts. 

The smallest of the Royal S i s a l s units is 602 Troop which 
is an independent troop living in a camp on the outskirts of 
Nairobi, close to the entrance to Nairobi Game Park. T h e 
Troop consists largely of radio operators and makes full use of 
the training opportunities offered by Kenya to carry out tough 
and adventurous exercises. Members of the Troop have ranged 
as far as Sharjah on the Persian Gulf , for exercises with the 
Trucial Oman Scouts, Aden and Zanzibar, where the Troop 
provided a rear link detachment when the island was garrisoned. 
All the territories of East Africa have been visited and most of 
the mountains have now been conquered. 

One of the most adventurous trips undertaken by the Troop 
was a catamaran expedition by five men on the Tana River. 
The river is infested with crocodile, and hippo, and dangerous 
game is always near. After 180 miles of the 300-mile trip had 
been completed, the catamaran foundered on an underwater 
obstacle, throwing the crew and their equipment into the water. 
They managed to get ashore and after several narrow escapes 
they were rescued by a vehicle sent across country to collect 
them. 

The Troop has made itself very comfortable in its camp in 
Nairobi, even though it spends a lot of time away on training. 

The Troop club, known as ' T h e Krooked Lodge,' was built, 
decorated and equipped entirely by members of the Troop and 
provides a bar, television and various indoor games. 

Despite its small size the Troop is very active on the sports 
field. The football team tackles teams from Units many times 
its size, and members of the Troop are represented in Corps 
rugger and hockey teams. Needless to say, morale in this Troop 
is very high. 

210 Squadron serves 24 Infantry Brigade Group, and has 
under its wing the Signal Troop with 3rd Regiment, Royal 
Horse Artillery. The Brigade Group is part of the Strategic 
Reserve and its main role is to act as a " Fire Brigade " at any 
spot in Africa or the Middle East where trouble flares up. 
The Squadron, like the rest of the Brigade Group, is trained 
and scaled to fiy out by transport aircraft to any trouble spot, 
and is divided into groups of men and equipment, or " bricks " 
from which a signal organisation can be built to suit any 
requirement. 

T h e Squadron's air portable role involves frequent practice 
in loading and emplaneing and this, together with , individual 
and collective training, keeps the Squadron fully occupied. In 
addition the Squadron is frequently called upon to help " Keep 
the Army in the Public Eye." The Squadron's Motor Cycle 
Display team is becoming an annual attraction in Kenya's 
Army Show, and it does wonders with old motor cycles. T h e 
display earns much praise and admiration from the civilian 
population, European and African alike. 

Exercises take the Squadron all over East Africa and occasion-
ally to Aden. It hopes to take part soon in an exercise in the 
Persian Gulf area. Its last visit to that area was in 1961 when 
it fiew to Kuwait during the crisis there. The rapid movement 
of 24 Brigade Group to Kuwait prevented a serious crisis in 
the Persian Gulf area, and the expedition provided invaluable 
experience for all concerned. 

Occasionally the Squadron is diverted from its normal task 
to assist the civil authorities in Kenya in specific jobs where 
civil communications are inadequate. Radio detachments helped 
in the distribution of famine relief supplies in 1961, when floods 
ravaged Kenya, and have also helped the local Directorate of 
Civil Aviation in providing communications at outlying air-
strips for V.I.P. visits. These tasks are excellent training value 
and give all concerned a much wider knowledge of their job 
as well as being very interesting and often rewarding. 

210 Squadron is located at Kahawa, some eight miles from 
Nairobi. Their accommodation is not ideal but the facilities 
of the nearby new Templer Barracks are available and are well 
used. There is a good N A A F I club and plenty of playing field 
space which is in heavy demand for the Squadron's flourishing 
rugger, soccer and hockey teams. 

The third Royal Signals Unit in East Africa is 236 Squadron 
( C O M C A N ) , which is based on the Royal Air Force Station 
at Eastleigh, in Nairobi. T h e Tape Relay Centre and Squadron 
Headquarters are here, while the transmitter and receiver sites 
are " up country " and well into the bush. The transmitter site 

Kenya roads are not what they might be. A landrover of 210 
Squadron is having trouble in negotiating one of the better roads. 
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There are plenty of opportunities for unusual sports. Sergeant 
D. Newell of 602 Troop is water-skiing on the Nairobi Dam 

is 20 miles from Nairobi, and it is alleged that one Signalman 
serving there, when asked by a visiting V.I.P. how often the 
Padre visited the site, replied, "Padre , sir? We're so far out 
we get missionaries here." T h e aerial fields are often visited 
by game of various sorts, and the game has often made a 
principal contribution to barbecues. Gazelle steaks are delicious! 

Even the T . R . C . at Eastleigh has the occasional animal visitor. 
Recently a Silver Backed jackal was bullied by a Beverley air-
craft into chasing round and round the building, and last year 
a pride of lion called at one of the airport gates. They were 
refused admission by the sentry who took refuge in the Guard 
Room. T o complete the typically African setting at Eastleigh, 
the snows of Mounts Kenya and Kilimanjaro can be seen on a 
clear day from the T . R . C . 

T h e Squadron provides a major station in the C O M C A N 
network, being an important relay between the Far East, 
Australia and the United Kingdom. Other circuits include a 
link to Leopoldville for domestic use by Commonwealth mem-
bers of the United Nations force in the Congo. All traffic for 
destinations inside East Africa from the United Kingdom or 
Commonwealth originators, or " o u t " traffic from East Africa 
is handled by the Squadron. 

The equipment used by the Squadron is similar to that used 
in any C O M C A N station, the only exception being the System 
Control, which has been designed and built by the Squadron. 
It has been produced to allow one-man operation, allowing all 
monitoring and all the necessary telegraphic operations to be 
carried out from one operator's position. 

Another interesting device which has been designed and built 
by the Squadron is an indicator which informs the Duty Signal 
Officer when a channel has been returned for use in the Traffic 
Hall after maintenance. It continues to indicate until the chan-
nel has been established for traffic by the operators in the 

Traffic Hall. If this is not done, after a certain time has elapsed 
an alarm goes off, drawing the D.S.O.'s attention to the chaimel 
and indicating that special action should be taken. This device 
can save up to forty minutes traffic time per day. 

The Squadron has linemen whose task is to maintain the 
underground cables between sites, and they are kept fully 
occupied. T h e world over, each station has its peculiar problems 
for linemen, and in Kenya troubles are caused by termites, 
torrential seasonal rain and cable thieves. Lead is a valuable 
commodity and the copper wire is used for personal adornment 
by the African womenfolk. 

Although it is separated into three distinct localities, 236 
Squadron maintains a good sporting record. Soccer is the most 
popular sport, but members of the Squadron enjoy joint service 
representation with R.A.F. Eastleigh teams in most other sports. 
A n active Safari Club is run, and shooting safaris from the 
Squadron keep the local taxidermist busy with trophies of 
various descriptions. Expeditions to Kilimanjaro are very 
popular; recently a member of a Squadron team climbed from 
9,000 feet to the summit at nearly 20,000 feet and back again 
in 36 hours. T h e normal time is four days, so this is probably 
a record. 

The Squadron also runs a popular Mercury Club at Eastleigh, 
and the outstations have their own clubs, too. T h e Transmitter 
Station is also the holder of the East African Airways trophy 
for the Unit raising most money for the Forces " Wireless for the 
Blind " appeal, run each Christmas. In 1962, even major Units 
of Battalion size failed to overhaul " transmitters," who had a 
mere 20 men. Needless to say, morale is high! 

This does not quite complete the round up of Royal Signals in 
East Africa. Although it is not a Royal Signals Unit, i Squadron, 
T h e King's African Rifles, contains more than forty officers and 
men who have been seconded from Royal Signals for a 3-year 
tour of duty. Seconded personnel get extra secondment pay, 
and this is a very compelling attraction! i Squadron, K.A.R., 
carries out the normal functions of a Brigade Signal Squadron, 
Command Signal Squadron and Training Unit all rolled into 
one. T h e seconded Royal Signals personnel are mostly filling 
supervisory or technical posts, and are concerned with training 
African ranks so that the Squadron can be slowly ' Africanised' 
without loss of efficiency. T h e Squadron is a popular posting 
and many of those seconded from Royal Signals extend their 
original three year tour for a further two years or more. The 
Squadron has a strong Royal Signals bias and it is hoped that 
Corps traditions and training will stand it in good stead in the 
independent Kenya of the future. 

Finally, no narative of Royal Signals in East Africa would be 
complete without mention of the Chief Signal Officer and his 
gallant band of three, who represent the Corps at Headquarters 
East Africa Command, or those members of Royal Signals 
serving outside the Corps in various posts, who give their 
generous support to Corps functions and to THE WIRE. 

Your corespondent has tried to give readers a word picture 
of Royal Signals in East Africa. If the result has been part 
travelogue, part catalogue of Unit functions, it is hoped that at 
least it has been a description of what Royal Signals in East 
Africa are doing, and will be of interest to those who have 
served or hope to serve there. Lastly, it must be said that these 
are days of rapid change in Kenya; the description given is of 
the situation at the beginning of 19th June, 1963, and by the 
time this article is published, and reaches subscribers abroad, 
things may have changed considerably. The writer hopes that 
readers will bear with this difficulty. 

Illlllllll iiiiiiiiiimiiiiiiiiiiiimiiiiiiiiiiiiimimimmmimiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii 

The following goods are available from Association Headquarters : 

Corps Ties—Heavy Weave 7/6 
WooUen 8/6 
Terylene I I / -

Corps Scarves—Woollen 2 1 / -
Rayon Squares 2 1 / -

Cravats—Terylene 2 1 / -
Corps Cuff Links 8/6 
Association Buttonhole Badges or Brooches 3 / - Memberi only 

Blazer Badges 45/-
Crested Ash Trays 4/6 

2/3 
1/8 

35/-

20/-
29/6 Plus postage 

(available each year between November and 
Apply to Headquarters for Order Form). 

Blazer Buttons—Large (each) 
Small (each) 

Motor Car Badges (enamelled in Corps 
Colours 

Motor Cycle Badges (enamelled in Corps 
Colours) 

Corps Plaques 
Corps Diaries 

February. 

Please Send Cash With Order for all the above articlei. 
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(Left) V i c e A d m i r a l S i r N i g e l H e n d e r s o n , t h e C . O . a n d P a d r e a t t l i e s t a r t o f T e n T o r s . T l i e t r u m p e t e r s can be c l e a r l y seen s t a n d i n g on t o p o f H a y 
T o r in t h e b a c k g r o u n d . (Right) B r i g a d i e r S i r R a l p h R a y n e r , M . B . E . a r r i v i n g a t t h e p r i z e g i v i n g . T h e p i c t u r e gives a w o n d e r f u l i m p r e s s i o n o f s o m e o f 

t h e y o u n g p e o p l e w h o t o o k p a r t 

H P n n 

Lee L 
J U I V I O I l L E A D E I t S I t E e i M E N T 

While thousands of holidaymakers were lazing in the Whit-
sun sunshine, 1,700 youngsters, divided into 272 teams, were 
taking part in the tough Ten Tors expedition on Dartmoor. 

The aim of each team of six was to walk 35, 50 or 60 miles 
according to their age group. They had to complete the course 
in 36 hours—starting from Haytor at 7 a.m. on Saturday, ist 
June, 1963, and camping between 8 p.m. and 6 a.m. 

The hot sun, so welcome to the holidaymakers, proved to be 
disastrous for the trekkers, because as the first day wore on, 
teams were reduced as individuals dropped out exhausted. By 
nightfall, checkers on the routes found that some patrols were 
lost and it was not until midnight that they were all finally 
rounded up. 

Sunday brought no relief from the heat, again forcing many 
competitors to retire, mainly with blistered feet. 

148 teams managed to complete the course despite all the 
difficulties and over 900 medals w_ere awarded to individuals who 
reached the finish within the time limit. 

The first team home were the young lads from the R.A.F., 
Hereford, who finished their 35-mile course by 7.15 a.m. on the 
Sunday. The main reason for their remarkable fast time, 
although it must be emphasised that the expedition is not a race, 
was that they had trained very thoroughly for the 50-mile route. 

F ipt girls' team to finish were the W.R.N.S. from H.M.S. 
Raleigh, Torpoint, Cornwall, closely followed by the girls from 
Ashburton County Secondary School, who had entered three 
teams. 

In the 1 6 - 18 Youth Section, the first home were the Wallis-
cote Secondary School, Somerset, but the most outstanding per-
formance in the whole expedition was given by the team from 
the Royal Naval College, Dartmouth, in the 18 - 20 age group. 
They were the first to complete the 60-mile course—reaching 
the finish at 12.10 p.m. on the Sunday. 

When the teams assembled on Saturday morning for the start, 
it was an impressive sight—dawn was breaking over Haytor as 
1,700 teenagers, eager for the big walk, all in high spirits and 
dressed in a wide range of clothing from battledress to shirt and 
shorts, with hats of every size, shape and colour. 

Coaches, lorries and cars conveyed more and more entrants 
to the arena as the time for the start drew nearer and the atmos-
phere of urgency and adventure gradually built up. Morale 
boosting chants rose up again and again. Last-minute checks 
were made on equipment to be carried. The competitors 
realised that after so much planning and training the big test 
had come at last. 

They had come from all over the West Country, from Lon-
don, Oxfordshire, Sussex, Hereford and even from Yorkshire— 
to prove that they could do it. 

And as the Regimental Trumpeters sounded a fanfare from 
the highest point of the Tor—they stood up almost as one. 

Vice-Admiral Sir Nigel Henderson, Commander-in-Chief, 
Plymouth, then gave a brief address, wishing luck to all the 
teams. Then followed the Ten Tors prayer led by the Regi-
mental Chaplain, and then the National Anthem. 

At 7 a.m. each patrol leader was handed a sealed envelope 
containing route instructions—and then they were off. 

During the next 36 hours they became a part of Dartmoor. 
This Regiment sponsored the expedition—the fourth to be 

held—and had the biggest entry of twelve teams. All completed 
the course, only two individuals having to drop out. 

Congratulations to the Junior Leaders Regiment on a very 
great success which was reported in nearly all the national news-
papers and also on Television. 

It is regretted that because of lack of space a description of 
the event by Junior Sergeant Nunne, one of the patrol leaders, 
cannot be published.—Editor. 

(Left) P a t r o l s m o v i n g of f a f t e r t h e s t a r t . (Centre) P a t r o l s l e a v i n g t h e s t a r t pen . (Right) A c h e c k p o i n t in t h e m i d d l e o f t h e M o o r 



Chief Warder A. Griffin 
lU'tirKment of Chief Warder, tl.M. Tower 

of lAtndon 

B Y YEOMAN WARDER G . A . E . G A V E Y , LATE CAPTAIN, 

R O Y A L SIGNALS 

MO S T readers will know that the present Chief Warder is 
Allan Griffin (late Captain Q.M.), Royal Signals. 

As Allan is due to retire in mid-July, I propose giving a 
few details of his long service, both as a member of the Signal 
Service Royal Engineers, Royal Signals, as a Yeoman Warder 
and as Chief Warder. 

He joined the Royal Engineers on I2th September, 1914, 
was discharged to pension in 1935, had a spell of civilian life 
and then was sworn in as a Yeoman Warder in July, 1939. 

On the outbreak of World War II, he was recalled to service 
from Class Z Reserve and posted to Catterick. Later he was 
posted as C .S .M. to 151st O.C.T.U. , Royal Signals, at Mons 
Barracks, Aldershot and promoted R.S.M. 

In 1941 R.S.M. Griffin was commissioned Lieutenant (Q M.) 
and posted to the Royal Ordnance Depot, 52nd Signal Park, 
Donnington, as " User Representative." 

His next move was to North Africa in April, 1943, as O.C. 
49th Signal Park, later to A.H.Q. Signals, which afterwards be-
came 2 G.H.Q. Signals. 

The war ended. Captain Griffin, as he was then, was released 
from Service with Group No. 2 in July, 1945. 

A well-earned month's leave followed his release from the 
Army when he returned to H.M. Tower of London to resume 
his duty as a Yeoman Warder. 

The strength was now down to 30, but recruitment of new 
Warders brought the strength up to its authorised 39 members. 

In 1953 the Constable of H M. Tower was Field Marshal 
the Rt . H o n . V i s c o u n t A l a n b r o o k e , K.G., G.C.B., G.C.V.O., O.M., 
D.S.O., H.M.L., D.C.L., LLD. O n the ret irement of Chie f W a r d e r 
A. Cook, the Constable offered the appointment of Chief 
Warder to Yeoman Warder A. Griffin who accepted the honour 
and took up the appointment on ist January, 1954. 

The duties of the Chief Warder are varied and the position 
is a very ancient and honourable one. 

Readers may like to know a little more of this particular 
office. At one time the Chief Warder was known as the Gentle-
man Porter, but more generally the Yeoman Porter, and this 
title was borne by that individual for some 500 years. 

T h e title " Chief W a r d e r " is only a recent innovation, be-
lieved to be dated about 1826. 

His badge of rank is four gold stripes surmounted by a 
crown with crossed keys over the stripes—all worn on the right 
arm. 

It is one of the picturesque duties of the Chief Warder 
nightly to lock the gates of the fortress and deliver the keys to 
the Resident Governor. 

During his 9 i years as Chief Warder, Allan Griffin informs 
me, that, allowing for leave periods etc., he has closed the 
Tower at night (10 p.m.) at least 2,337 times. 

In the year 1555, we find it laid down that " T h e Porter shall 
have of every prisoner condemned by the King and Queen's 
Majesty to the said Tower for treason, his uppermost garment, 
or he agree with him for it." 

This, but for the compassion of the Yeoman Porter, would 
hit impoverished prisoners hard, entering a damp cold dungeon, 
they would part with what might be their only warm garment. 

Although Yeoman Warders have to wear full State Dress 
on several occasions during the course of a year, the Chief 
Warder wears State Dress on E V E R Y State occasion—hence 
the many pictures of him from time to time in the national 
newspapers. 

Other less spectacular duties of a Chief Warder are admini-
stration of the 37 other Yeoman Warders' general duties, cloth-
ing, etc., the general conduct- and welfare of the many visitors 
to the Tower. It is to be noted that in 1962 visitors numbered 
l i million, the most popular place in Britain. Reference has 
already been made to his other nightly d u t y — " Ceremony of 
the Keys." 

I have been informed that there is no member of Royal 
Signals on the " waiting list," so, unless this is shortly 
remedied our Corps wiU not be represented in this ancient 
body of Yeoman Warders. By the way, the Queen's Bodyguard 
of the Yeoman of the Guard has only one ex-Signals—Y.G. 

J. Adkins. A t their recent annual " Roger Monk " dinner, on 
3rd May, Joe Adkins and I sat next to each other. 

T o conclude, Allan Griffin wishes me to state that his 45 
years in uniform has been a most happy experience. 

« ; ITV OF I . O N O O N SIGXAI .S D ISP I>AV T E A M 

Some fifty ex-members and guests gathered in Eastbourne on 
Saturday, 4th May, when 56 (London) Divisional Signals (T.A.) 
Despatch Riders' Display Team held their reunion dinner and 
dance at the Pier Hotel. 

It was the second such occasion, and it was unanimously 
voted even better than the first, in 1961. Besides dancing until 
midnight, there was plenty of other entertainment, including 
a film show; and a bar that stayed open until 2 a.m. provided 
all that was necessary for the customary " grip " sessions. With 
so many staying overnight, this very successful event became 
virtually a two-day get-together. 

Among the guests were members of the City of London 
Signals O.C.A. and a number of ex-Service paraplegic patients 
from Chasley Home, who, incidentally, proved unbeatable in a 
beer-drinking competition. 

T h e choice of Eastbourne as a yenue is a hark-back to the 
early war days of 56 Divisional Signals. They were based there 
when the Black Cat Division was re-grouping in the area after 
mobilisation, and several returned to settle in the town after 
the war. 

56th Display Team Dinner and Dance at Eastbourne, May, 1963 
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The Joint 

Communications Centre 

Bahrain 

In the local Traffic Office: Signalmen A. T. Rannard and J. E. Jubb 

"•\7"OU mean you don't know where Bahrain is? All right, 
X then, let us start at the beginning. It is an island, roughly 

the size of the Isle of JVlan, about half way up what your atlas 
will call the Persian Gulf , but is more diplomatically known 
locally as the Arabian Gulf. 

And what is so special about it? Oil. Not so much on the 
island itself, but in the surrounding Gulf States. T h e discovery 
and development of new oilfields is bringing untold wealth to 
people who find it difficult to compete with the problems that 
wealth of this magnitude brings with it. " It is the cities 
nowadays that call the tune, and the days of those who do not 
hear it are fairly shortly numbered . . . As the kings and 
sheikhs decline or are overthrovm, their people must search 
for other forms of government to replace their traditional rule. 
In the Persian Gulf and Southern Arabia, where British pro-
tection has maintained in power some 20-odd rulers over the 
last loo-odd years, this problem is now the most acute of 
British concerns in the Middle East. For here are some of the 
world's greatest oil reserves, contained within some of the 
world's smallest, and otherwise poorest, states." * 

Politically, Bahrain is important as the headquarters of Her 
Britannic Majesty's Political Resident in the Persian Gulf, an 
appointment little heard of at home, but carrying ambassadorial 
raiik. 

T h e first Service to be represented on the island was the 
Royal Navy, who arrived in 1935, and were at some time 
commanded by an officer with the resounding appointment of 
" Flag Officer, Arabian Seas and Persian Gulf ." They were 
followed by the R.A.F. in 1943 (originally with a staging post: 
by comparison, B.O.A.C. alone have eight flights calling each 
week). T h e Army was not fully represented until 1955. The 
Omani rebellion in 1958 and the more publicised Kuwait inci-
dent of 1961 emphasised the significance of Bahrain as an 
advanced base. 

The former of these operations revealed the shortcomings of 
the Services' communication systems in the area: the latter 
underlined them. However, between the two, planning had 
already started to co-ordinate and improve the systems. Part 
of the result of several years of planning and hard work 
(largely, to be fair, on the part of the Royal Navy and the 
R.A.F., who bore the brunt of the engineering) was seen when 
the Joint Communication Centre, Bahrain, the first such peace-

A corner of System Control 

time organisation in British Service, was formally opened on 
20th May, by the Commander-in-Chief, Middle East, Air Vice-
Marshal Sir Charles E lworthy , G.C.B., G.B.E., D.S.O., M.V.O., 
D.F.C., A.F.C. 

T h e centre had " gon; operational" a couple of days earlier. 
It was no easy birth. There had been much table-thumping 
both locally and elsewhere. Strong single Service opinions 
had to be revised; systems that had been declared incompatible 
had to be adjusted. But gradually bitterness (and there was 
some of it) became encouragement; criticism became advice, 
and problems were overcome. Vital equipments that had been 
given up for lost suddenly appeared (not forgetting 45 years' 
supply of one item). Many lessons were learnt (some of them 
old ones re-learnt) and will no doubt continue to be learned. 
It is the profound hope of everyone connected with the project 
that these will be taken to heart for the future, elsewhere. T h e 
transition, originally scheduled for a gentle week, had to be, 
and was, completed in less than a day. T h e y were off! 

T h e " jo int" atmosphere was new to many of the players. 
T h e Radio Room is staffed by all three Services, the L . T . O . 
by the Royal Navy and the Army, the T . R . C . by the R.A.F., 
and so on. T h e first O.C. is a Royal Navy Officer. He is more 
" jo int" than he was. He was heard to remark one day that he 
would be pleased to welcome a certain officer abroad. His 
C.D.S.O., an Army officer, promptly retorted that that would 
be in order so long as he, the O.C., would kindly wear a stable 
belt. 

T h e signals of greeting and humble duty have been de-
spatched. t T h e traffic is chattering through. And there they 
are, up to their knees in tape, 40° below the temperature out-
side (and glad of it), working like Trojans among nigh on a 
million pounds worth of equipment and buildings. 

One vital matter remains to be resolved. In the draft of one 
of the signals the phrases "Joint Communication C e n t r e " 
and " Joint Communications Centre " both appeared. In order 
to clarify the anomally. Chief Signal Officer, Middle East, was 
consulted. He sadly reported that this was a point on which 
joint service agreement had yet to be reached. 

* Sunday Times Colour Section, 12th May, 1963 

f Daniel Ch. 12, v. 4 (last sentence) was referred to in one of them. 
Students of biblical allusion with T.R.C. experience will get the 
point. 

W.O. Wallace, R.A.F. and Captain R. T. Martin the C.D.S.O. 



A routing problem: Second from right—Signalman A. E. Anderson 

A corner of the Radio Room: Signalman P. McDade and Sergeant 
P. B. Cairns 

School of Signals 
Kxerc ise " Quicks i lver X I I " 

On 21 St May, the Signal Officer-in-Chief, Major-General F. 
J. Swainson, O.B.E., opened Exercise " Quicksilver X I I , " the 
bi-annual three-day exercise in which various aspects of the 
role of Royal Signals are analysed and discussed. 

T h e exercise was centred upon North Hall, Catterick Camp, 
with equipment demonstrations and displays in vehicles, tents 
and buildings in the adjoining area. The hall itself was parti-
tioned to provide a main auditorium, with seating arranged 
in semi-circular tiers to accommodate up to 120 officers, and 
an entrance foyer containing more demonstrations and displays. 

The outside demonstrations included a large array of vehicle 
installations from 30th Regiment, static displays of equipment 
from the School of Signals and a " m o c k - u p " A.C.V. built 
by the S.R.D.E. T h e latter was d e s i r e d to give an impres-
sion of the possible layout and functioning of an A.C.V. in 
the future, making use of the latest techniques, and it evoked 
a great deal of interest and comment. 

The building near the entrance to the hall contained a 
Ferranti Sirius computer with a team of demonstrators. T h e 
computer was used not only to show the potentialities and 
value of automation in general, but also to show its applica-
tion to some of the problems discussed during the exercise 
itself. 

Inside the foyer of the hall the exhibits included a Basics 
Group demonstration of the principles of Pulse Code Modula-
tion and Time Division Multiplexing, and a model of the 
Hobart system, specially designed and built by Standard Tele-
phones & Cables Ltd. This model had originally been intended 
for use in the Chief of Defence Staff's Exercise " Unison," later 
this year, but S.T.C. very helpfully agreed to hasten its 
production so that we could have it during " Quicksilver X I I . " 

T h e first two days of the exercise itself were devoted 
mainly to matters of particular interest to Royal Signals, and 
were attended by Chief Signal Officers, or their representatives, 
from all Commands in the U . K . and abroad, by many other 
Royal Signals Officers in senior appointments, both inside and 
outside the Corps, and by Colonel P. D. Smith, M.B.E., C.D., 
the Director of Signals, Canadian Army. During these first 
two days we were also pleased to have with us many officers 
whose work and interest is bound up with the future of military 
communications. These included representatives from the U.S. 
Army, the Adinistry of Aviation, the Staff College and Royal 
Military College of Science, the School of Artillery at Lark-
hill and Manorbier, the Intelligence Centre, S.R.D.E. and 
A.O.R.E. 

During the first two days the exercise was based on a series 
of presentations followed by syndicate consideration of various 
problems. Syndicate solutions were then put forward for dis-
cussion and then summed up by the presentation of a suggested 
" school solution." 

On the third day the scope of the exercise was widened to 
deal with communications in relation to the Army as a whole, 
and we were joined by officers from the Navy and R.A.F., from 
the General Staff and from other Arms and Services. These 
included the Director General of Military Training, Lieutenant-
General G . C. Gordon Lennox, C.B., c.v.o., D.S.O., the G.O.C.-
in-C., Northern Command, Lieutenant-General Sir Charles 
Richardson, K.C.B., C.B.E., D.S.O., the C o m m a n d a n t of the Joint 
Warfare Establishment, Air Vice-Marshal C. T . Weir, C.B., 
C.B.E., D.F.C., the Director of the Joint Warfare Staff, Air Vice-
M a r s h a l P . G . W y k e h a m , C.B., D.S.O., O.B.E., D.F.C., A.F.C., the 
Deputy Director of Telecommunications at the Air Ministry, 
Air Commodore A. Fodin, C.B.E., and the Deputy Director of 
Signals at the Admiralty, Captain the Hon. D. P. Seeley, R.N. 

As a lead-in to the discussions on the third day, an hour-long 
playlet was presented by Tactics Wing. This depicted, force-
fully and amusingly, the main features of the Hobart Com-
munication system in the 1970s and the use of computers in 
the field. The second act ended with absolute military disaster 
to a H.Q. in which the scene was set, and the last act went 
on to show the various characters being called before St. Peter 
to give an account of themselves before they were consigned 
" U P " or " D O W N . " F e w were spared in this last examina-
tion and the lesson was clearly demonstrated that a great deal 
of meticulous work is required now and in the future to ensure 
success on the battlefield of the seventies. 

The remainder of the day was devoted to the posing of 
problems for examinations in open discussion, and advantage 
was taken of the opportunity to draw on the wide range of 
experience present in the hall. In the evening the exercise 
was rounded off by the entertainment of our guests to dinner 
in Headquarter Mess and the customary opportunity to con-
duct the Corps Band in the tune of their choice. 

During the next morning, as our guests were dispersing, a 
purely domestic Royal Signals gathering was held during which 
three C.R. Signals, Lieutenant-Colonels F. L . Clarkson, M.B.E., 
T . I. G . Gray and P. E. Hutchins, gave short talks on some of 
the problems they are meeting in the present appointments. 
Brigadier C. T . Honeyboume, O.B.E., then went on to give 
an address on the subject of " Creative Thinking " and finally 
Mr. J. Balmer, Head of the Academic Staff in Basics Group, 
gave a lucid dissertation on " Masers and Lasers." 

T H E W E L F A R E S E C T I O N U R G E N T L Y 
R E Q U I R E S C L O T H I N G 
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A K M Y A P l ' i r E N T I C E S S C H O O L , 
I I A I t l l 0 4 ; A T E 

Continuing the success gained in the Devizes-Westminster 
Canoe Race, at the Yorkshire Canoe Championships held on 
8th June, A / T Thomas won the 500-metre sprint for youths 
aged between 14 and 16, and A / T Corporal Craggs won the 
500-metres for youths aged between 16 and 18. Both will go 
forward to the national final in their events, which will be held 
on the Serpentine from 8th to loth August. 

C.rickct. The School cricket team has so far had its 
most successful season for some time. We have played eight 
matches, winning five, drawing one, losing one and playing a 
tie with Hull Training College. Only one team has reached 
three figures against us—Leeds Training College, who defeated 
us on our first meeting, but who we, in turn, defeated on our 
second encounter. Many of our matches are played against 
local civilian teams. So far as military opponents are concerned, 
we have played only three teams—nth Signal Regiment, with 
whom we drew in an away match; the Depot of the R.A.F. 
Regiment, who we defeated in a low-scoring match; and the 
Army Apprentices School Carlisle, who we easily defeated in 
the first round of the Army Youth Cup. The most outstanding 
player to date is A / T Taylor, who has had several most success-
ful performances with the bat, as well as taking a fair share 
of wickets. He scored a century against the Travellers C.C., a 
local Leeds team. We may well have a future Corps player 
in A / T Taylor. Other prominent players have been A / T 
Gipson and Balding, two all rounders, both of whom are 
recruits in their first term, and A / T Hewitt, a bowler, and 
A / T Dolby, a batsman. 

Athletics. At long last, the athletic track is nearing com-
pletion, and it is hoped that the Quadrangular Tournament 
which takes place at Harrogate on the 29th June, will be 
staged as a complete meeting, with all the jumps and throws 
taking place inside the arena. They are doing us proud 
with a big new permanent score board. Let us hope that 
at 5 p.m. on the 29th, Harrogate will be at the top of the board. 

The season is well under way, and the glorious weather 
we are enjoying at this moment is a great encouragement for 
training. We put up a gallant, if losing, performance against 
mens' teams from St. John's College and Leeds Training 
College, and we just beat Roundhay School in our annual match. 
Welbeck College could not make it a triangular because of 
mumps! We hope for a match with them later in the season. 

We have some good individuals, and performances nearing 
School records have been recorded. Our current Army 
Champions, A / T Sergeant Randall and A / T Baynes and Cairns 
are in good form, and it is pleasing to see some very promising 
youths, particularly from Recruit Company. We are in the 
Quadrangular with a good chance, and if we do not win, it will 
not be from the lack of trying. 

Last year the Permanent Staff of the School won the shield 
awarded to the unit with the best entries in the Army Arts 
and Crafts Exhibition, and the Apprentices came very close to 
winning the Junior Soldiers' award, winning several prizes. 
This year we hope to complete the double at the exhibition, 
which is to be staged at Earls Court during the period of the 
Royal Tournament. Our entries have a wide range this year 
and include sailing dinghy, canoes, pottery, a model railway 
layout, paintings and furniture. 

A recent venture has been the formation of a mountain 
rescue team to supplement civilian and R.A.F. teams, already 
hard-worked in the area. The team runs within the Field Club 
and is led by Mr. P. M. Shilton, a civilian lecturer, who goes 
out twice each week, sometimes on the moors, sometimes under 
them in the caves and potholes. All the dozen-or-so Apprentices 
are eager that their team should qualify for official recognition. 

The principal academic event of the term is the examina-
tions for the London Institutes City and Guilds. These 
examinations covered most of May and will continue well into 
June. Some 250 Apprentices are sitting the various papers. 

The usual internal early summer functions have taken place: 
a Whitsun garden fete, and, of course, a parade to mark the 
Queen's Birthday. The band is especially busy at this time 
of the year and has one or more engagements every week, 
performing at many local functions. 

• H A V E Y O U placed an order for regular monthly copies of 
T H E CORPS M A G A Z I N E 

W H Y N O T D O SO N O W 

I St R K f i l M E N T 
B . F . P . O . ; i2 

We have been pleased to welcome two parties of C.C.F. 
Cadets from Chichester and Nottingham High Schools, and 
were able to show them quite a lot of the way of life in 
B.A.O R. The highlight was the driving of S.P. guns during 
the visit to 25 Regiment, R.A. 

Exercise " Overnight XI " took place on I7th-I9th April 
and was a successful first essay at providing Divisional com-
munications for many of the newly-joined members of the Regi-
ment. 

S f t r g e a i i t s ' Mes-n 
Take 47 mess members wearing mess kit and miniature 

medals, add a long dining table, suitably decorated with silver 
and glass, serve an excellent meal with wines and cigars, sprinkle 
the mixture with the music of an excellent band, and you 
have all the ingredients of a special occasion. When such an 
occasion is honoured by the presence of a respected personage, 
it becomes a very special occasion. On 3rd May, such a very 
special occasion took place in the Mess when the members dined 
out our Commanding Officer, Lieutenant-Colonel A. J. 
Woodrow, M.B.E. On arriving at the Mess the Colonel was 
escorted to the ante-room where the members were assembled 
in position for a photograph, and there the event was recorded 
for posterity. During the excellent meal dinner music was pro-
vided by the Alamein Staff Band of the Royal Tank Regiment, 
playing in such a way as to be enjoyable without intruding too 
much into the conversation at the table. After the toasts, and 
amid the cigar smoke, R.S.M. C. W. Johnston arose, and 
with a few well-chosen words, asked the Commanding Officer 
to accept a silver cigar box, suitably inscribed, and a cigar 
cutter, mounted in a deer horn, as a token from the members 
of the high esteem in which he is held. Lieutenant-Colonel 
Woodrow responded by thanking all the members for the gift 
and also for their support during his command, and said that 
he would miss the contact with N.C.O.s and men in his new 
appointment. The evening continued in the ante-room, where 
the C.O. circulated, chatting to all present and eventuallly ended 
by all members lining the corridor as the C.O. left the Mess 
to the chorus of " For he's a jolly good fel low" and " Auld 
Lang Syne." Yes, it certainly was a very special occasion, and 
one which will be long remembered by all who attended. 

Major H. Jamieson 
1928—1963 
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Regiment 

Warrant 

Officers 

and 

Sergeants 

Ath row: Sergeant R. Ashurst, Staff Sergeant D. Ross, Staff Sergeant A. R. Burgess, Sergeant P. C. Bentley ( R A P C ) Sergeant 
J. J. McDonnel l , Sergeant W . Eastham, Sergeant R. Geddes, Sergeant G. W . O r t o n 

3rd row; Sergeant W . O . Connell , Staff Sergeant G. Moore , Staff Sergeant R. Lund, Staff Sergeant A . Cowe, Sergeant C. J. 
W i n g a t e , Sergeant R. Cosser, Staff Sergeant A . Baker, Sergeant G. C. H e n r y , Sergeant F. Got ten ( R E M E ) , Sergeant T . F. 

Crean ( R E M E ) , Sergeant J. C. Preece 
Ind row: W . O . I I H . Bracken, Staff Sergeant J. M . Git tens, Staff Sergeant J. D. Laing, Staff Sergeant J. Mar te l l , Sergeant 
G. S. Edwards, Staff Sergeant G. Hayes, Staff Sergeant R. Leverton, Sergeant E. H . W e b l e y , Sergeant J. A . M a r r , Sergeant 
F. Crutchley, Sergeant I. A . Carruthers , Sergeant B. W y l d e , Staff Sergeant K. R. Kreckeler , Staff Sergeant J. Wi l l i s , Staff 

Sergeant H . P. Teehan, Sergeant R. C. Lee, Sergeant K. Dut ton , Sergeant W . Coxon, C.S.M. I . W . C. E. W o o l l a r d ( A P T C ) 
Front row: W . O . I i T . A . Burrows, S.S.M. P. Kendrick, S.S.M. A . Paterson, S.S.M. R. F. Pearsall, S.S.M. D . W . H u n t e r , R.S.M 
C. W . Johnston, L ieutenant-Colonel A . J. W o o d r o w , M.B.E., W . O . I A . Tay lor , S.S.M. P. J. Cat ton, R .Q.M.S . F. A. May, 

R .Q.M.S . D. Adams, A . O . M . S . C. W . Eldridge ( R E M E ) , Staff Sergeant T . H . May (R.E.) 

In the last few days senior N.C.O.s of the visiting Danish 
Signal Regiment have joined us in the Mess and have already 
in;ide their presence felt, but their visit has only just begun. 
More of it in a later issue. 

We have two sad farewells this month. T h e first is to Major 
11. Jamieson, who is leaving the Army after 35 years' service 
uiven faithfully and zealously. After training as an operator, 
" J i m m y " joined 3 Divisional Signals at Bulford in 1929 and 
went the following year to India, from where he took part in 
I'iunpaigns in Burma in 1932 and on the North-West Frontier. 
I Ic then served with 2 Divisional Signals and the City of 
lA)ndon Signals (T.A.) as a P.S.I., before going to the 
Western Desert in 1942 and on to Sicily and Italy. He finished 
I lie war as an R.S.M. A long period at the War Office followed 
hy another spell with the T . A . at Sheffield preceded his com-
missioning as Lieutenant (Quartermaster) in 1952. His first 
appointment as an officer was again with the T.A. , at Bedford, 

with 61 H.Q. Army Signal Regiment (T.A.). From 1956 to 
1963, Jimmy has been employed in S.W.S. in Hohne, Hann-
over and Verden. He is a man who is a fine example of the 
quality of those who have given their lives to the service of 
our Ciorps, and all his friends will surely join with us in wish-
ing Jimmy, and his charming wife, Peggy, all best wishes for 
the future. T o cap his 35 years' service, he is now joining— 
guess—^the Territorial A r m y ! He will become a member of 
the Permanent Staff of 45th (Essex) Signal Regiment, T .A . , at 
Wanstead. So the record of service continues. 

Our second farewell is to the departing .G.O., Lieutenant-
(;;olonel A. J. Woodrow, M.B.E., who leaves for his next post 
in Washington, D.C. He and Mrs. Woodrow have done a great 
deal for the Regiment, and we can only say simply and sincerely 
" Thank you both for everything, and may the very best of 
fortune attend you in the future." 

a r d II.<|. A N D S I G N A L R E G I M K N T 

" The C u r r a n t B u n . " T h e sun has at long last favoured 
I he Plain, and, in particular, Bulford. Temperatures have 
Hoared in the past few days, and people have dared to remove 
ihi-ir jackets. Civilians in shirt sleeves, with braces, and some 
women in sun glasses are sights seldom seen, but oh, how 
wonderful! Even the Doctor is surprised at the absence of the 
usual influenza, colds, etc., since the Regiment casted its 
" c lout" and went into shirt sleeve order. 

" Til© Fa i t " ! I ! T h e sun mercifully shone on 5th June 
iind brought many extra rays of happiness to the Wives' Club 
I'ete. With all the usual stalls—jumble, cakes, groceries, bottles, 
n)ll-a-penny, darts, mysteries, hot dogs and wimpeys, refresh-
ments and pony rides, came also a delightful children's round-
iilwut " Hurdy-Gurdy." The (Colonel described it as " unique," 
but the owner, from nearby Market Lavington, thought 
" antique " was a better word. Nonetheless, although nearly 
•lixly years old, it brought happiness to many children and 
proved to be the " main attraction." Staff Sergeant Wallace, 
l<.A.S.C., brought a touch of his Corps Journal—Wagon Wheels 

•into operation and proved a real showman! 
'I'lie rush on hot dogs and wimpeys, just as the show was 

. losing gave every indication of the " old man's " tea that day 
in many homes. And one of the donkeys which had taken 
such persuasion to travel to the fete in the back of a Land 
Rover (and had also shown his indignation therein—but some 

said it was just the fault of the driver) gladly climbed in again 
at 5.30 and curled up, shattered after a hard day's work. In 
all, the fete was a huge success and, financially, the Com-
manding Officer's Welfare Fui.d is now £120 better off. So that 
speaks for itself. 

" Tha t Litt le W h i t e I l a l l . " Tommy Armour, the 
famous professional golfer, wrote " of all ever-aspiring golfers 
—the Lord must love them; He made so many of them." 

I guess he would be pleased to see the many aspiring golfers 
in the Sergeants' Mess now, since the inauguration of the ten-
hole miniature course in the spacious mess grounds. T h e 
course was recently opened by Colonel and Mrs. Baynes, but 
the committee decided not to use neither their score nor that 
of the R.S.M. and Mrs. Schofield in setting the course handi-
caps! Nonetheless, it has already brought many happy " h a l f -
hours " in going round the first nine holes, followed by many 
more happy whole-hours, in the loth hole—a " Jug-and-Bottle " 
hatchway to the bar! 

" A S e r g e a n t - M a j o r s I l a t - T r i c k . " Yes, three 
Sergeant-Majors in three months. First to go was S.S.M. Des 
Rixon from 3 Squadron. He leaves us on completion of service, 
but will still be around as the local brewers' sales manager! 
His relief—S.S.M. Jim Oxberry, from Germany, whom we 
welcome to the Regiment. Second to go, next month, will be 
S.S.M. Alec Hulse, who leaves 2 Squadron bound for warmer 
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Corporal and Mrs. J. Bowman—Just Married 

climes in the " Island of Love." S.S.M. and Mrs. Hulse, in 
fact, celebrated their own hat-trick on Saturday, 8th June, in 
marrying off their third daughter in two years. The lucky 
'groom—Corporal Jim Bowman of this Regiment. It was a 
grand wedding, and some sixty guests, mainly from the Regi-
ment, enjoyed the perfect hospitality afforded by the proud 
parents. The couple left for a honeymoon in Bournemouth, 
but the Corporals' Club had prepared the bridgegroom's car 
in traditional form. T h e car rattled away with the usual boot, 
lots of extra paintwork, a coat hanger secured to the radiator, 
and a pebble in each hub cap! Advice from M u m and Dad? 
If you've got daughters—open a savings account N O W ! We 
wish both bride and bridegroom, and S.S.M. and Mrs. Hulse 
all good fortune for the respective futures. So far, the relief 
S.S.M. for 2 Squadron has not arrived. (A message " Direct 
to you " to the Officer-in-Chargs Records). 

Third to go, next month, will be C.S.M. Jack French, of the 
Scots Guards, who has been the Sergeant-Major of the 

Divisional Headquarter Squadron in this, our integrated Regi-
ment. No need to say how we shall miss him—let it suffice 
that Her Majesty made him the holder of the British Empire 
Medal in her Birthday Honours in recognition of his services 
to the Squadron. Our sincerest congratulations go out to C.S.M. 
French and good wishes for the future. 

Our congratulations also go forward to Staff Sergeant Nelson, 
now serving in Aden, on his award of the B.E.M. His work 
and goodwill whilst in " A " Troop of this Regiment are well and 
truly recognised in this award. 

4 t h K K C I M E N T 
I I . F . P . O . 1 5 

T h e month of May has produced the usual crop of arrivals 
and departures, two of which specially deserve mention. The 
last of our National Servicemen left us on n t h May. Their 
departure was marked by a small ceremony, when, in front 
of the assembled Regiment, they were each presented with a 
small beer tankard; more as a souvenir than an aid to face the 
trials of civilian life! T h e second of these sad partings was the 
occasion of Sergeant Bonner's departure. For so long Sergeant 
Bonner, as our Provost Sergeant had patrolled the camp 
entrance, hustling, or helping the hesitant, as was necessary. 
Arrivals this month include our new Adjutant, Captain Booth. 
We wish him well in the " Battle of the Bumf." 

On the I 2 t h a ceremony took place in the Sergeants' Mess 
which helped in a practical way to cement our Integration 
Trial. T h e " Iron B a r " was trooped and presented to the 
G.O.C. , Major-General Allard. " Iron Bar " is the code name 
for the Integration Trial, and one of our integrated mess 

members had produced a chrome iron bar in the shape of an 
elongated Four. 

Exercise " N e w H a r p o o n " gave us the standard exercise 
weather. We arrived at our first location and departed our 
last location in warm sunny weather. T h e time between it 
rained. Nonetheless, there was work galore for all, and, of 
course, the usual laugh that helps to keep one's mind off the 
weather. 

On one occasion Major Brown, O.C. i Squadron, ordered 
a commander of a Gurkha radio detachment to close down at 
a certain time without giving warning to the other stations. This 
was to simulate a nuclear attack. However, Johnny Gurkha 
was having none of this and insisted that first he must tell the 
other stations. After much abortive discussion, O.C. i Squadron 
despaired but told a nearby detachment to switch off the 
Gurkha's generator a few minutes before the time of the nuclear 
attack. This was duly done, but as the engine died away three 
small brown men bundled out of the Gurkha truck and set 
about the intruder, who was hurled to the ground and sat 
on by two of the little men. T h e third re-started the generator, 
returned to the set and duly transmitted " close down " before 
switching off. 

The call for better relations with the civil population is a 
recurring cry, as insistent in B.A.O.R. as anywhere. Much may 
be done on the higher levels, but it is always refreshing to 
hear of practical instances of the lower ranks getting together 
with the civilians. A couple of weeks ago two of our number. 
Signalmen Akehurst and Tucker stepped in and helped to 
make up the number for the local town boxing team in a con-
test with Dortmund. Tucker won with an early knock-out, 
while Akehurst went down on points after a fine tussle. What 
is really important is that the town club have taken to our men 
and count them as an automatic choice for their team. 

On the 26th the unit played a German hockey team. W e 
lost narrowly, but once again contact has been made with the 
civilians. 

T h e Sergeants' Mess, too, has been doing its share in this 
direction. Twice this month they played the Bielefeld Veterans 
team at soccer. T h e Veterans are all over 40 and look it until 
that start kicking the ball about. T h e Sergeants lost 3 — i in 
the first game, but the return, in Bielefeld gave the Veterans 
a six-goal win. N o sleep was lost over the result, but quite a 
bit was lost while efforts were made to replace the heavy losses 
of perspiration. 

This month, too, saw a visit by the new C.-in-C., General 
Sir William Stirling. He arrived at Divisional H.Q., where 
he inspected a Royal Signals quarter guard commanded by 
Corporal Richardson. T h e guard was complimented on their 
turn-out and drill. Later he visited the Regiment and saw the 
practical set-up for field operations in our integrated role. We 
feel he left us as another firm convert to the necessity and 
benefits of " Integration." 

On the sporting front, our congratulations to Colour-Sergeant 
Jones, Corporal Chambers, Lance-Corporal Arthur and Signal-
man Wilkinson on their efforts in the Divisional Athletics Meet-
ing, and our commiseration to Sergeant Waudy, who suffered 
a rather painful injury while teaching members of his troop 
the art of seven-a-side rugger. Mrs. Waudy, too, has our 
sympathy. 

7 l h R E G I i V l E N T 

• I . F . P . O . I A 

As the last vehicle pulls out in pouring rain for Exercise " New 
Harpoon V I , " I settle down in an almost silent camp to review 
some of last month's happenings. 

T h e Regiment did, however, manage to complete three short 
exercises, each showing some improvement both tactically and 
technically on the last, more on this subject later when we get 
into full swing. It is interesting to note that two Technical 
Warrant Officers from School of Signals have accompanied the 
Unit on Exercise " N e w Harpoon V I . " This is a good thing 
as problems are encountered with equipment in the field that 
could never be simulated (or sometimes even imagined) in 
training. Provided that comments from both sides are con-
structive, and not merely critical, then this is another step 
forward to " good signalling." 

Annual cricket match—Officers v. Warrant Officers and 
Sergeants. T h e event took place early this year. Officers being 
the guests of Warrant Officers and Sergeants. Fortunately the 
weather, thought doubtful at times, held for the day. 

T h e Officers, as easy winners over the last two years, were 
expecting no real difficulty. They hadn't reckoned with the 

195 T H E W I R E , JUNE 1 9 6 3 



briefing given to the Sergeants by R.S.M. J. J. Gerrard, B.E.M., 
" Gentlemen, I want you to win." Shon briefing? Yes! But 
how effectively delivered in J.J.'s inimitable manner. The 
Warrant Officers and Sergeants winning by one wicket! 

A bar and excellent refreshments were on hand all day giving 
a pleasant day out to players and spectators. Both teams look 
forward to a return match. 

The Over-Thirty Sergeants' Mess football team is still going 
strong under the new manager, Staff Sergeant Downey, winning 
and losing one each of the last two matches played. More 
important is the cementing of our already good relations with 
the local German people. 

1 1 t h R E G I M E N T ( D E P O T ) 

B r i g a n t e s F e l l « i n i a n s H i k e 

At half-past one on Saturday, i8th May, 170 men and five 
women set out from Grassington, in the Yorkshire Dales, with 
45 miles of fell in front of them. Forty-five miles, that is, as 
the crow flies, but our route took us over twelve 2,000ft. peaks 
on ground that was for the entire distance alternatively very 
rough or very boggy. 

TTie morning was dull, but at a quarter-past one it began 
to rain, and continued to rain for the next five hours. Up 
on the first fell, above the i,6ooft. mark, the rain became driving 
hail and later snow. The atrocious conditions knocked out 90 
of the starters by the second check point, 14 miles from the 
start. So much for spring being in the air! 

The weather fortunately cleared and the night was fine, 
but nevertheless, a large number fell out during the night. 
Dawn saw the survivors spread out over a large distance, with 
a small group of four in the lead. 

One at the front was Lieutenant P, E. Bruce, of I Squadron, 
and he led the way over Ingleborough, the last mountain, to 
cross the finishing line in Ingleton first. Unfortunately, a 
mistake during the night cost him 28 minutes, and he had to 
be content with sixth place in the final analysis. 

The winners were two boys from ist Marske Scouts and 
Keighley Grammar School in 18 hours 52 minutes, breaking the 
record by 4 i hours. 

The Services took a real hammering, with only Lieutenant 
Bruce finishing in the first fifteen. Nevertheless, a run of five 
in the next ten (four from the 3rd Royal Tank Regiment and 
Corporal C. W. Lockwood from Courses Wing) gave Catterick 
Services second place in the team event, finishing narrowly be-
hind West Yorkshire Scouts. 

Many congratulations are due to the excellent organisation 
of the event by the Brighouse Rover Scout Crew. 

G r o w i n g - u p i n 1 » « 3 " — B y W . O . I I 11. I . o r d 
" I have enjoyed being in the Regiment: I wish I could 

stay longer." These words were spoken in my hearing by a 
recruit who was graduating from irth Regiment (Depot). 
Significantly, it is doubtful if this could have been said in 
many other years in the life of the Depot. 

Here, in Catterick, the basic training outlook is about two 
years old. Today the recruit is led—not pushed, and all items 
of his curriculum, especially field training, give him the im-
petus to lead. Even fatigues must have a purpose. With the 
changing pattern of war—be it limited or nuclear—we here, 
in n t h Regiment, aim to produce to the training regiments 
a soldier, intelligent and able, who is better equipped to deal 
with conditions in which he may find himself—in a word: 
a man who is self-reliant. 

Most of the outmixled practices are gone; those which remain 
must continue for the moment, since the Regiment, sprawling 
as it does, over a considerable acreage, aleviation is not possible. 
The Regiment, in fact, is " with it," largely due to the Hooper-
West report and the policy of " job induction" pursued by 
Brigadier P. M. P. Hobson, D . S . o . , and the present Command-
ing Officer. 

Within the organisation, the Troop Officers/Sergeants are of 
vital importance and here specialist postings pay off; for these 
two become the mentors of the newly-inducted recruits in all 
that he does. Yet there is no leaning here; for the recruits 
must be made self-reliant and this before he moves to his 
training regiment. 

Recruit training can be divided approximately into two 
halves—"Learning" followed by "Practicing." Training cul-
minates in the graduation ceremony; a semi-formal parade at 
which the Commander, Training Brigade, takes the salute, as 

with pennants flying, the recruits march past; their parents 
watching and the Corps Band playing. Thankfully then, the 
young soldiers proceed on long week-end leave, after which 
they report direct to the allocated trade training unit. 

Doubtless, the transformed civilian is pleased to have those 
few days' leave. He has just completed his most intensive 
period of training. 

C a n o e i n g I l e p o r t — ^ B y U o u t e n a n t B . E . B r o w n , 
A . C . C . 

The Regimental Canoeing Team participated in the Chester 
Canoe Race on 25th May. This is an extremely popular 
national canoe race, attracting many of the country's top 
canoeists. We all went with the aim of gaining experience, 
and also of studying the style and performance of the " top 
boys" in long distance racing, instead of carting away cups, 
gongs or glory. 

Although we didn't shine, we did get a lot of information— 
especially on style—realising how important it is to keep abreast 
of current styles and training methods, as they all seem to have 
changed again from last year. Oh well, into the next battle. 

Best Recruit 

Since our last issue two in-
takes have left the Regi-
ment. 

The Best Recruit of the 
output of 17th June, 1963, 
was Signalman R. M. Gib-
son, aged 18, of Cross ways, 
Barcombe, Sussex. 

Signalman G i b s o n has 
several Service connections 
as his sister is in the 
W.R.N S. and his father 
served as a Major in the 
Lancashire Fusiliers during 
the War. 

His main reasons for join-
ing the Army were to get the 
chance of seeing parts of the 
world, particularly the Far 
East. 

He went to school at Hale-
bury College in Hertford-
shire and joined the Army 
immediately he left school. 
During his time at school he 
was in the O.T.C. for three 

years and gained Certificate A part I and H. 
Gibson obviously has plenty of ambition and he now intends 

to apply for a commission now that he has completed his basic 
training. 

The Best Recruit of the 
intake which passed out on 
Wednesday, 29th May, was 
Signalman Arnim Samuel. 

Samuel came to this 
country two years ago from 
St. Vincent which is an 
island in the Carribbean. He 
told me that St. Vincent has 
3 population of 82,000 and 
is 200 square miles in size. 
He also said that the main 
produce of the island is 
sugar. 

When he arrived in this 
country he found a job as a 
warehouseman in Peter-
borough. After two years in 
this job he became fed up as 
there was no chance for him 
to get on. As a result he 
decided to join the Army 
and Royal Signals in par-
ticular as he would then be 
able to learn a useful trade. 

After his trade training he hopes for a posting to B.A.O.R. 
or to the Far East. 

Signalman R. M. Gibson 

Signalman A r n i m Samuel 
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Signalman H. Hurs t 

Signalman II. Hurst — A story of one of the last 
IVational Scrvice men. 

Signalman Hurst, whose home is at 152, Carlton Avenue, 
Millhill, Tunstall, Stoke-on-Trent, arrived in 207 Squadron in 
April, 1961, as a Comcen Operator. In November, 1962, he 

entered B.M.H. Hanover as a 
result of a knee injury whilst 
playing soccer for his Unit. 

During his time in Germany, 
Hurst was fortunate enough to 
go Adventure Training in Nor-
way. In Norway he walked 100 
miles in six days and then canoed 
this same distance back to the 
start which was near Kristian-
sand, in South Norway. 

He said that he enjoyed his 
Norwegian trip very much and 
considered himself lucky to be 
allowed to go as he was the only 
National Serviceman in the party. 

His knee injury kept him in 
hospital both in Hanover and at 
Woolwich Military Hospital until 
mid-February. 

Although due to be released in 
May, he has been slightly delayed 
owing to his injury. 

When he gets back into civilian 
life he will take up his old trade, 

that of Engineer Pattern Maker. 
Although he had no wish to stay in the Army he said that 

he had enjoyed his service and would miss the team spirit and 
comradeship that he had met. 

We wish him a speedy recovery and success as a civilian 
once more. 

Athletics 
During May we held our Regimental Athletics Meeting and 

also took part in the Training Brigade Meeting. 
On both occasions the weather was most unco-operative, much 

to the dismay of competitors and spectators. 
In the Regimental Meeting, highlights of the afternoon were 

provided by Lieutenant Maynard, who won the 440 yards. 
Signalman Euden, Williams and Milligan were the outstanding 
recruits in the 3 miles, hurdles and high jump respectively. 

In the Brigade Meeting our team was beaten by stronger 
teams from 8th and 24th Regiments. However, we had a con-
vincing win in the discus thanks to Corporal Bland with a 
throw of 105 ft. and in javelin thanks to a throw by Signal 
Instructor Holling of 134ft. s in . 

Trucial Oman Scouts 
First Impressions 

r r i H E only comment on our last article was the fact that 
JL everybody here must be mad. I am one of the new arrivals 

to the Scouts and this is a last attempt at sanity. The object of 
the Exercise is to forewarn others of what to expect and this 
can be explained in one word—anything! 

It all started in the later part of last year. I suddenly had a 
question thrown at me out of the blue. " Do you want to join 
the Trucial Oman Scouts? There is a vacancy that must be 
filled and I want to know tomorrow! " I spent the whole day 
attempting to find who and what the Scouts were. All to no 
avail except a newspaper report stating one Officer and four 
British Ranks were killed by a landmine in the Oman Trucial 
Levies, followed by a recruiting advertisement stating that in 
the Army a soldier can enjoy the sunshine of Arabia. Having 
spent the previous winter in the West Indies, the prospects of 
an English winter convinced me and I volunteered. 

In a very short space of a few weeks I found myself learning 
Arabic in Aden. It was here in Aden that I obtained my first 
idea of what was to come. Most of these ideas were drawn from 
conversations. Once people found out that I was learning 
Arabic I was inevitably asked where I was going after the 

course. T o my reply I was given such answers as—" Where? 
Is that in A d e n ? " — " W h a t on earth made you do t h a t ? " — 
" Oh, you're turning Arab, are you? " I even had a reply from 
one female " Oh, you're one of those are you? " Who then 
stormed off mumbling, " Sex maniac! " I finally was introduced 
to my first Scout. It was the Force Doctor. He had just 
shocked a rather studious looking R.A.F. Doctor by assuring 
him that medicine was easy, as you cured all complaints com-
pletely and buried your mistakes. However, all fears of how I 
would enjoy the Scouts were soon killed. 

At long last I arrived at Sharjah. Within twenty-four hours I 
found myself in the Squadron, feeling very new in an even newer 
unusual uniform. I tried my newly learnt Arabic on the first 
unsuspecting soldier, only to be met with huge smiles, but 
nevertheless that well-known blank look of complete ignorance. 
After five minutes of one-sided conversation from both of us 
I gave up in despair. Much to my relief I later discovered that 
the poor unsuspecting soldier was from a remote part of India 
and spoke no known language. He nevertheless understands the 
S.S.M. when he screams, " Stand still you . . ." and I later saw 
him, still with a huge grin, bashing the Morse key with great 
skill. It is impossible to speak to the whole Squadron in any 
one language, but despite this things get done remarkably 
quickly. 

The first two weeks were spent listening to the C.I.V. team 
telling us a well-known fact that our cars (Land-Rovers) were 
old and tired, and then at long last a chance to see the country 
on my first Exercise. We started off in a torrential downpour 
of rain! We reached our first location that afternoon, had a 
meal and prepared to move on. As soon as the convoy moved 
off all communications ceased and all that was heard over the 
radio was the i^jcreasing crackle of lightning. As a result of this, 
pitch darkness, pouring rain and a multitude of tracks, both 
halves of the convoy ended up in the correct wadi, but a mile 
apart! Our half set off to join up with the rest down the wadi. 
All was well until about halfway mark, when we were followed, 
rapidly joined, and overtaken by a wall of water, the result of 
which was three vehicles on one island in the middle of the 
wadi, our new Doctor halfway up a sheer sand-dune at the side 
of the wadi, one Land-Rover and one Bedford in the water. All 
that gould be seen of these vehicles was the top of the aerial 
mast in the case of the Land-Rover and the top six inches of 
the canopy of the Hospital Bedford, upon which perched four 
non-swimming Arabs who had refused to abandon ship with 
the Doctor, shouting their only word of English, " Help I " The 
first inkling that the main part of the Squadron had of our fate, 
except for the odd large crate of heat exhaustion kit rushing 
past in the torrent, was the first message passed by the Radio 
Sergeant once the storm was over, " Pronto Minor and I had to 
swim for it! " Once it was daylight the non-swimmers were 
rescued from their precarious perch and we all returned to camp, 
leaving the Scammel the two days' job of pulling out the 
vehicles. 

In the following week the Force Rifle meeting took place at 
Manama, our Depot. It is here that new Scouts learn that there 
is a left and a right, and 90 per cent, of them learn the dif-
ference. The Squadron success was limited to winning the 
prize for the best Arms and Services Individual Shot but 
nevertheless the meeting was enjoyed by all. On the last day 
of the meeting I returned_ to find an empty space where my tent 
had been. The only reply I would get on enquiring where aU 
my kit had gone was, " Gone. Praise be to Allah." Not a 
very satisfactory answer and after five minutes of cursing I was 
told that the lot had gone up in flames! Fortunately all my kit 
had been saved 

In eight weeks I have found life certainly not one of bore-
dom. In a matter of an hour you are likely to find yourself 
transferred from a normal everyday job to a strip of remote 
coastline looking for a launch loaded with rifles. Life here is 
unusual and interesting, sanity is not possible and if you can't 
beat them you must join them. As one tin of well known toilet 
product said to another, " Hope to see you round the bend! " 

Trncisil Oman Scouts Rendezvous, I.ondon 
The Scouts have recently established a central meeting place 

in London where past and present members, irrespective of 
rank, can meet over a pint of ale or the like. 

The place is " The Crown," situated in Brewer Street, Lon-
don, S.W . I . It is best approached from Piccadilly Circus and is 
just behind the Regents Park Hotel. 

It is thought that Scouts and former Scouts living in or 
passing through London might conveniently use the Crown 
early on Friday evenings or at midday on Saturdays. 
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14th Regiment Shooting and Athletic Meetings 
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18 th R E G I M E N T 
G.P.O., S I N G A P O R E 

The highlight of the month has been the preparation for 
Exercise " Dhanarajata," which is a S.E.A.T.O. exercise being 
held in Thailand. The Regiment has been the firm base upon 
which 504 Signal Squadron (COMWEL) has been created for 
the occasion. 

Major J. Donne has been dragged from the Operating Squad-
ron and it is only through his strenuous efforts that the 
Squadron has taken shape and moved to " war." 

Our Regimental newspaper The Signal celebrated its second 
birthday on 9th May, and carried a personal message from 
the G.O.C. in its headlines. 

We now have a G.O.C.-in-C., Lieutenant-General Sir Reginald 
H. Hewetson, and he visited the Regiment on 21st May, during 
an I.S. exercise. 

1 Squadron is, once again, in the process of permutating 
any three from four shifts. This is most necessary in view 
of Exercise " Dhanarajata." This is no consolation to S.S.M. 
Lovell, who has lost what little hair he had left trying to cope 
with duties. Troop football, messing meetings and, unfortunately, 
the additional Orderly Officers that he seems to collect these 
days. 

Major Donne, having taken off for Thailand with the Com-
monwealth Forces, has vacated his chair to Capt. Tonnison. 
Ehjring the intense preparation for this Thailand exercise 
we have had, regretfully, to say goodbye to our C.C.O., Major 
Moore, who has been returned to U.K. Medevac. We wish him 
a speedy recovery. 

2 Squadron. Owing to a re-shuffle at the " sharp end " 
of the Regiment, we have lost our O.C., Major Batty, who has 
taken over as Second-in-Command. 

It is also with regret that we had to say a hurried farewell 
to Major (T.O.T.) Stanley as O.C. S.W.S., who, after an-
other spell in hospital, left us on Medevac on 4th May for U.K. 
He will be missed by all in the Squadron and we wish him 
a speedy recovery. 

Fords for the Forces... 

Welbeck introduced this scheme in 1957, and since then have sold 
hundreds of Service people a new Ford. Briefly this means that If 
you are to be posted overseas soon, you can take delivery in 
England of a new Ford free of purchase tax. You can use it in 
England for six months (or sometimes 12 months, if you have served 
overseas recently) and then you can take It to your overseas posting. 
So long as you keep It abroad for at least a year and for a further 
two years when you come back here, you escape purchase tax 
altogether. 
And now the most important thing of all; although you are going 
to take your car abroad, Welbeck offer you hire-purchase facilities 
and will even lend you the money to help you pay the shipping 
costs. I f by chance (because you are sent home unexpectedly, for 
instance) purchase tax becomes due, we'll help you pay that as well. 
Although you are buying on this concession basis, we can still handle 
a part exchange and, of course, you don't have to take delivery In 
England. You can buy from us whilst abroad, and we'll ship the car, 
and complete the financial side through the post. If you are a 
member of the Forces, permanently serving in England, it's still 
worthwhile buying your new or used Ford from Welbeck, for we 
go out o f our way to serve you well. Write to Pauline Johnstone, of 
our Export Department, who will mail you brochures by return. 
Many years ago one of our Directors said: "Whether you're a 
private or a general, at Welbeck Motors you're treated like a 
king" . . . and that still holds good today. 

W E I B E C K I M O T O R S 
CRAWFORD STREET, LONDON, W.L 

Telephone: WElbeck 0561 

Hamming on Aphrodite's Isle 
By Corpora l D. Bu l la rd ( 5 n 4 T X ) of 259 

Squadron ( C O M C A N ) 
B.F.P.O. 53 

With the coming of the winter season in Cyprus, thoughts 
turned to more sheltered pastimes and amateur radio once more 
came into the limelight. As the beaches became deserted, so 
the Squadron's Ham Club membership soared and interest was 
revived after a rather inactive period of some six months. 

Originally formed by a National Serviceman in September, 
1961, and operating under the prefix Z C 4 T X , the club was 
one of several belonging to 15th Regiment, and for the next 
10 months or so, could be heard regularly, amassing an im-
pressive total of contacts and countries confirmed. 

With the reduction of Service personnel, the Regiment ceased 
to exist and 259 Squadron ( C O M C A N ) came into being; all 
of which helped to curtail activities as National Servicemen 
were demobbed and many of the regulars found themselves 
whisked away to the less tropical climate of B.A.O.R. Cobwebs 
appeared and dust settled over the gear (figuratively speaking 
of course!) until mid-November, 1962, when suddenly en-
thusiasm was sparked into life. Strange how it coincided with 
a north-westerly wind sweeping across Episkopi and ominous 
black clouds building up over the Troodos mountains. 

For the next few weeks the shack was a veritable hive of 
activity and we are sure that at least one person missed his 
calling. Corporal S. Jeune could be seen at all hours wander-
ing around with hammer and saw as he knocked together a 
hardy-looking console. Slowly the whole place took on a new 
look, with facilities at hand for those interested in constructing 
their own radio gear and those who are more inclined to search 
the bands for unusual contacts. 

In the early days the club used half-wave dipole aerials, 
but since it was re-formed, additional designs have been rigged 
which include a parallel dipole for operation on 3.5 and 
7 mc/s and a 3/2 wavelength Long Wire for the 14 Mc/s 
band. Plans are under way for designing a Mini-Quad beam 
in order to break through the heavy interference set up by our 
Northern European neighbours, and it is hoped that South 
American and Far Eastern Hams can be brought to Episkopi's 
doorstep more often. Having comparatively few amateur radio 
stations, Cyprus Hams are never short of contact, which makes 
life difficult when one's aims turn to stations beyond a 3,000-
mile radius. Nevertheless, contacts are frequently established 
with all the continents and since resuming activities, a total of 
46 countries have now been worked. Using a Minimitter 
Mercury 200 Transmitter on 'phone and cw, the rest of the 
station's rig includes a Minimitter MR44/11 receiver and 
also an AR88, whilst an aerial patching unit has facilities for 
coping with six aerials. 

Now that the island has become a republic, the call prefix 
has changed and the club now operates under the call-sign 
5B4TX. Morse instruction is given by several of the members, 
the results of which should enable us to participate in numerous 
world-wide Ham contests. Many countries issue attractive 
certificates and awards for confirmed two-way contacts with 
their amateurs and currently we are well on the way to obtain-
ing the "Worked All States" award by the A.R.R.L. of the 
U.S.A. The Cyprus Amateur Radio Society award is con-
sidered to be one of the more difficult ones to obtain. 

Being a member of the Royal Signals Amateur Radio 
Society, we are naturally interested in massing a list of " Signals 
Hams Worked." 

Since "resuming operations," however, the Corps seems to 
have gone to earth, as far as we have been concerned, for we 
have only contacted M P 4 T A M Royal Signals, attached to the 
Trucial Oman Scouts, and y Q 4 l N (R.E.M.E.) attached to our 
opposite numbers at Nairobi C O M C A N . So we would much 
appreciate any information concerning other Signals Clubs' 
Ham-band activities by either correspondence or via the sky 
waves. 

CORPS CRESTED ASH TRAY 
Available from Royal Signals Association. 

Plain glass, 4iin. square. Corps crest, in gold. 
Price 4s. 6d., including postage. 

Suitable especially for souvenir gifts and for 
personal use. 
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17th Gurkha Regiment 
4i.l>.4»., SEKKMIIAIV 

This has been a fairly full month for the Regiment, starting 
with the Gurkha children's sports, which were held on the 
Regimental football field. As usual, there were a large number 
of spectators present to encourage the participants. They en-
joyed themselves watching the bread and jam race, and coin 
in the flour race, with the children even stickier, and whiter, 
than in previous years. T h e pipes and drums gave a display 
of counter-marching and then played for a demonstration of 
P .T . given by the children. 

We said farewell to Major Dacre and Captain Copeland, both 
of whom are going to the Training Brigade to swell the 
numbers of ex-Gurkha Signals officers. 

On 17th May we received a visit from Lieutenant-General 
Sir Reginald H . Hewitson, K.C.B., C.B.E., D.S.O., w h o has 
recently taken up the appointment of G.O.C.-in-C. F A R E L F . 

On 25th May the Regiment heaved a sigh of relief as the 
Administrative Inspection had been concluded the day before. 
We are now practising for the Queen's Birthday Parade. 

G.O.C.-in-C. inspects the Quarter Guard accompanied by Lieut-
enant-Colonel J. C. Clinch 

Royal Signals Group, Singapore Entertain H.MS Hermes 
T o cement the Corps affiliation to H.M.S. Hermes, already 

established on her re-commissioning in U . K . last year, Royal 
Signals Group, Singapore, decided to entertain Hermes to a 
social/sports week-end on I9th-2ist April. 

T h e week-end, however, really started on Thursday, when, 
on the pretext of officers' training, a party went on board for 
lunch, followed by a tour of the ship. Some very tired officers 
eventually staggered off Hermes, whether this was due to the 
U.K.-type beer on board, or the fact that Hermes had blown 
up her engine room the night before and the air-conditioning 
was not functioning properly, was anyone's guess. 

The Queen's Birthday Parade, at which Colonel P. F. 
Yeatman, M.B.E., took the salute, was held in brilliant sun-
shine and watched by large numbers of guests and families; 
I am told that the fact that all families attending the parade 
were given a free buffet lunch, had nothing to do with the 
fact that so many people suddenly decided that drill in the 
tropics is a good thing. However, our visitors from Hermes 
were duly impressed with our No. 3 dress sarongs and song-
koks and really wondered why more officers had not slashed 
themselves and their men to death with their swords. T h e 
Pipes and Drums of the Gurkha Signals played for the parade, 
and also gave a fine display after the parade. 

Saturday saw the sports getting off to a fine start. Our 
soccer first team lost; the second team won; Warrant Officers' 
and Sergeants' Mess lost dismally—some say S.S.M. Lovell 

should stick to hockey; and our Corps hockey team won con-
vincingly. 

After the sports the Gurkha Signals Band beat Retreat, 
watched by a large crowd, and once again gained most favourable 
comment. I understand some Hermes officers missed a cocktail 
party to watch an Army Band—this also must go down in the 
annals of history—next to Trafalgar, perhaps? 

The evening celebrations got off to a good start in the 
N A A F I , when the manager complained that even two, per-
manently-running barrels, was not enough. T h e Corporals' 
Club (The Signal Inn) entertained four dozen junior ratings 
to a lively evening in their rather plush club. T h e Warrant 
Officers' and Sergeants' Mess got off to a quick start after their 
rather " d a n k " football performance, and entertained so well 
that I understand the Mess Caterer found a pile of bodies 
laying on, around, and under, the billiard table in the morning. 

On Sunday we lost the tennis to a rather formidable team; 
halved the golf, played on our own golf course, and drew 
both cricket games. 

A memorable week-end. A twinkle can still be seen in people's 
eyes when Hermes is mentioned, and then a shudder when you 
remind them that she is due back at the end of June. 

No. 3 Squadron marching past. Colonel P. F. Yeatman, M.B.E., 
taking the salute. Major W . J. T. Norris leading Squadron Band of the Gurkha Signals performing after the parade 
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21st I I E G I M E N T , R .A .F . , l . A A n i l R l C l I 
l l .F .P .O . 

U. ] I . (| . Itc^imcntji l n in i ic r . On 9th May, a Regi-
mental dinner was held to dine out Lieutenant-Colonel D. M . 
Haslehust and dine in his successor, Lieutenant-Colonel G . 
A. Horner. Lacking our own Officers' Mess, the dinner was 
held at R.A.F., Brueggen, by kind permission of the Station 
Commander, Group Captain I. G. Broom, D.S.O., D.F.C., A.F.C., 
who was present with the P.M.C., Squadron Leader M. E. 
Thomas (ex-R.A.S.C.). Lieutenant-Colonel J. H. Swallow 
(Chief Air Formation Signal Officer) was unfortunately unable 
to attend, but his branch was represented by Major Eric 
Buirski and Captain Jerry Edwards. 

T h e gathering was colourful and lacked only the officers on 
courses to be 100 per cent complete. After dinner. Major John 
Ellis, on behalf of all officers, presented Colonel Dennis, in 
recognition of his hard, continuous and meritorious service, 
with and for the Regiment, with a FaUex Citation, his Regi-
mental Colours for one or two obscure sports, and finally, 
with a personal imbibing-—moments by which to remember us 
all. A t the same time Lieutenant-Colonel Horner was officially 
welcomed, wined into the Regiment and wished a very happy 
tour in his new and widely-spread empire. 

T h e Regiment wishes Colonel Dennis and his wife, Joy, 
whose efforts for Regimental welfare were continuous and un-
tiring, a happy and rewarding future. 

W l v « s ' Club. On Wednesday, 8th May, the wives of 
the Regiment attended the last wives' tea party given by our 
C.O.'s wife, Mrs. J. Haslehust. 

After we had partaken of tea and biscuits, accompanied by 
the rafHe, Mrs. J. R. Ellis (wife of our Second-in-Command) 
made a speech thanking Mrs. Haslehust on behalf of all the 
wives for everything she has accomplished for us, particularly 
her regular visits to married families in their homes and in 
hospital. Mrs. EUis asked Mrs. Haslehust to accept a gift, 
to which we had all subscribed, as a memento of her stay 
with 21, at which point Mrs. Ross (wife of Corporal Ross) 
and Mrs. Cleghom (wife of Signalman Cleghorn) presented 
to Mrs. Haslehust a watch inscribed with her initials and the 
date and a bouquet of flowers. 

2 Squadron . Royn l Flush V I I . ' " During May, 
the seventeenth N.A.T .O. inter-Tactical Air Force Photographic 
Reconnaissance Competition took place at R.A.F. Wildenrath. 

For the competition, which is known as " Royal Flush," 
Wildenrath became the host base for all the competitors, staff, 
judges, ground crews, etc. This naturally called for extra com-
munications. 

These communications were provided by " K " Airfield Signal 
Troop, ably assisted by " D " Heavy Cable Troop (from R.A.F., 
Brueggen), and technicians from i Squadron. 

ViNit f r o m G u r k h a Sij^uals. On 27th May, 2 
Squadron were visited by a 247 (Gurkha) Squadron delega-
tion—Lieutenant Andrew Carter, Lieutenant (Q.G.O.) Balba-
hadur Tamag, Lieutenant (Q.G.O.) Chandrabahadur Rai and 
S i ^ a l m a n Damarbahadur Limbu (their driver). Lieutenant 
Mike Andrews took them on a conducted tour of an airfield for 
an insight into what goes on at the so-called blunt end. We 
were very happy to have this opportunity of establishing 
contact with Gurkha Signals serving in B.A.O.R. and show-
ing them another facet of the Corps work. 247 Signal Squadron 
" Manchhe harulai hamro salam pathaunchhaun." 

Sports . A number of the Squadron have contributed to 
the very successful sports season being enjoyed by R.A.F., 
Brueggen. 

A t rugby, the following played in the R.A.F., Brueggen, 
team, which won the R.A.F., Germany, Inter-Station C u p : 
Lieutenant Milburn, Corporals Hall and Goss and Lance-
Corporal Ghaut. 

Before his recent departure, on posting. Corporal Hall wes 
presented with an inscribed tankard by the Station Com-
mander for his services to the Station Rugby Club. Corporal 
Goss and Lance-Corporal Ghaut also played in the Brueggen 
team to win the R.A F., Germany, Rugby Seven-a-Side Inter-
Station Cup. At their own expense, the R.A.F. flew Lance-
Corporal Ghaut from his course in the U . K . in order to play 
him in the team. 

A t hockey. Staff Sergeant Bowers played in the side which 
won the R.A.F., Germany, Hockey Inter-Station Cup. 

Lieutenant-Colonel D. M. Haslehust 

Mrs. J. Ross, Mrs. D. M. Haslehust, Mrs. D. Claghorn 

22iid R E G I M E N T 
It .F.P.O. 1 « 

At the end of the month we were able to act as hosts to a 
small party of parachuting " Terriers "—65th Regiment (T.A.) 
—and helped to arrange for their " drop " and then look after 
them for a day before they returned to England. We enjoyed 
having them and hope they thought the trip was worthwhile. 

244 Squadron (Air Support) has just helped with the annual 
R.A.F. visual and photographic reconnaissance competition, 
Exercise " Royal Flush," which was held this year between 
the Second and Fourth Tactical Air Forces at R.A.F., 
Wildenrath. 

T h e Squadron provided an Air Contact Team for 4 Squad-
ron, R.A.F., the short range team, and one for the long range 
team from 31 Squadron, R.A.F. Lance-Corporal Stevens and 
Corporal McGloin were the detachment commanders re-
spectively. T h e weeks of intensive training were rewarded when 
both teams won their separate competitions. T h e A C T ' s , joined 
by a third vehicle acting as Technical Stand-By, made a very 
impressive sight amid those from other nations in the radio 
village. One of the detachment commanders became so en-
thusiastic that he suggested to the troop commander that 
" Alpha " Troop should be attached to an R.A.F. Squadron for 
months at a time for training in this role. Pipe dreams, alas! 

Back in camp the Squadron has done well in sport. The cross-
country team came second in the Knowles Cup Competition. 
Second-Lieutenant G . W. Howard led the field home in a 
very well-run race. Signalman D. T . Munro also ran well and 
came in second. Second-Lieutenant G . W. Howard followed 
up this success by winning the individual 800 metres in a new 
record time in the recent 4 Division Championships. Con-
gratulations ! 
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THE ASSOCIATION OF SERVICE NEWSPAPERS ADVERTISEMENT PAGES, 
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OVERSEAS? 
cash in on it! 

A VICTOR 
FOR £525 

Special P.T. exemption saves you over £100 
on a Vauxhall Victor if you're being posted 
abroad . . . or are returning to U.K. for re-
posting overseas... People say it's tiie 
best lool^ing family car out. And the Victor 
takes to a rugged service life. A new 
synthetic cellulose finish over 6 protective 
undercoats (and underbody sealing), 
shrugs off the world's worst. 
If it's the VX 4/90 you're after (vivid 
motoring with twin carbs., aluminium head, 
front disc brakes, special springing; and 
luxury. . . £695) —the saving's £145.7.11 
Your Vauxhall dealer will be glad to tell 
you more —both about the cars and this 
way of saving money. Or write direct to 

Vauxhall Motors Ltd • Overseas Delivery Centre 
Wardour Street • London W.I (Phone: GERrard 4343) 

/ 

W h i c h e v e r w a y 
you look a t it, 
N e s c a f e i s 
the b e s t c o f f e e 

-Jc' NESCAFE is a registered trade marif to designate Nestli's instant coffee. 
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FIBMS SUPPORT SERVICE JOURNALS 

pm 

GlenVille 

g o o d n e s s 

L e n V i l l e 

"YORK" BRAND 
Canadian Salmon 

Canned Vegetables 

Canned Fruits 

Polish Canned Meats 

JOHN LOUDON & CO. LTD. 
No. I LONDON BRIDGE, S.E.I. 

Refreshes after work, travel and sport 

Wr rrighi's 
COAL T A R SOAP 

I DEAL FOR T O I L E T B A T H A N D NURSERY 

For Your Enfoyment 

Cal lard & Bowser 's 
Celebrated "Thistle Brand" 

B U T T E R - S C O T C H 
Famous since 1837 

RliZILA\ 
CIGARETTE PAPERS 

The only way 

to find out if 

Regal Fruit Drops and 

Everton Mints taste 

as good as they look 

is to TRY THEM J 

S M I T H S 

h a v e c r i s p n e s s 

in t h e b a s ! 

Srauh'$ Potato Crisps Limited, 

Great Wes( Road, Brentford, M i d d l m i . 

Y o u g e t m o r e 
f o r y o u r m o n e y 

w i t h all 

Batratts 
Swee-bS 

M A D E J N W O O D G R E E N L O N D O N 

D.K 
THE SAUCE THAT DOES VOU GOOD 

D R U M S 
& B U G L E S 

CONTACT 
GEORGE POTTER & CO. 
(MUSICAL INSTRUMENTS LTD.) 

ALDERSHOT 
EST. 1810 PHONE: 22100 

MECCANO 
DINKY TOYS 
HORNBY TRAINS 

Young at every age in 

Members of H.M- Forces 
are given 5 % discount 
on all purchases 

Cecil Gee 
I N T E R N A T I O N A L M E N ' S W E A R 

110 Charing Cross Road, London, W C 2 

BAYKO 

Fashion Clothes for men 

Get details of the 
Cecil Gee 600 Club for men 
who appreciate good clothes 
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28th REGIME^TT 
B .F .P .O . 30 

T h e month started well in the sporting field with a re-
sounding Signals win over R.E.M.E. in a friendly golf match. 
We had not expected a victory as they had a very strong team, 
but a windy day sorted out the men from the boys and 
cracks started to appear. One of the opposition drove five 
balls into the woods—^never to be seen again. When asked 
tactfully why he did not use old ones and save himself some 
money, he replied: " I never have any old balls." 

For some time now we have been working on our Canadian 
Troop to produce a rifle team for the Rhine Area meeting. 
After all, these Commonwealth boys have to shoot and trap all 
their own food up around Hudson's Bay, before the freeze sets 
in. 

One of the team was heard to say: " Jeez, if my family had 
to live on what I shoot they'd starve." However, their pioneer 
blood came to the fore and Signalman Oakley (no relation to 
Annie) accepted a handsome silver tankard from the Garrison 
Commander for coming third in the individual rifle champion-
ship. 

In the Rhine Area Athletic Meeting a grim struggle de-
veloped with 13th Regiment. In the end they just managed 
to beat us to first place. Corporal Ryall ran a particularly fine 
mile. Holding himself in until the last moment, he put on a 
finishing kick to win by inches from our own Lance-Corporal 
James. 

In Rheindahlen we are fortunate in having an Olympic 
swimming i ^ l . It is out of doors, but heated, so we can 
start swimming at the end of April. Captain Montague is train-
ing a water polo team and we hope to have our first match 
against i6th Regiment in the near future. 

The whole Regiment is deployed on Exercise " Front Centre 
I I I " at the moment. As soon as it finishes, we reorganise to 
our new mobile role. It looks as if there will be plenty to do, 
and not much time to do it in, before " Fallex " is upon us in 
September. 

30th Regiment 

Our annual Regimental Week was the highlight of this 
month, although some events had to be scaled down due 
to the large number of personnel away on exercises. We were 
lucky to have the Corps Band with us throughout this period 
and we had the pleasure of listening to them at every function. 
These included an athletics meeting, a Pimpernel Beagles 
dance, at which the profits were donated to the Hunt/Regi-
mental Beagles funds, and a Regimental parade to mark the 
affiliation of the Blandford Grammar School A.C.F. to 30th 
Signal Regiment. A small glass case containing shoulder titles 
and cap badges of T h e Dorset Regiment, with whom the 
school was recently associated and those of our own Corps, 
was presented to the school on the parade. This occasion also 
enabled the Commanding Officer, Lieutenant-Colonel A. T . 
Burrows, M.B.E., E.R.D., to present the Long Service and Good 
Conduct Medal to Staff Sergeant P. J. A . Tompkins. 

A married quarters garden competition never left the ground, 
but the formation of Motoring and Motor Cycle Clubs has 
met with more enthusiasm. T h e aims of these two clubs are to 
provide accommodation and workshop facilities for members, 
to provide advice and assistance on repairs, spares, etc., and an 
organisation for running rallies, scrambles and treasure hunts. 
The Motor Club is fortunate in having Major N. R. F. 
Mackinnon as a member. He brings a wealth of experience 
for " tapping " by members, and recently, in his Lotus Elite, he 
won his class and was overall third in a hill climb on the 
camp " peri-track " circuit. 

Watermanship courses are being held at the Lilliput Sailing 
Club, Poole. These, run by Captain D. S. Keech, are gradu-
ally coping with volunteers for " mucking about in boats." 

Captain R. B. Carroll, who was last year's Army Golf Cham-
pion and who was unlucky to be beaten in the final this 
year, in a play-off, is available for golf instruction on Tuesdays 
for those who like neither cars, motor cycles or sailing. 

Of course, we don't neglect cricket, and of the three games 

played so far this year, we have won one, drawn one, and lost 
one. 

I Squadron is to be congratulated on winning the Regimental 
Shooting Competition and in gaining the first three places. 

FamiUes are not neglected, and may take advantage of the 
garrison tennis hard courts and equipment or join the Families' 
Indoor Badminton Club, which meets on Thursdays. 

If readers gain the impression from these notes that we have 
no time for work, I can assure them that the fact that exercises 
and trials go on at night is because they are on a 24-hour 
basis and not because it is the only time that we can fit them 
in. 

The Red Hand of Ulster and A.SSU, 

Th e April notes of the 22nd Regiment talked of the deep 
depression in their Air Suppon Signal Squadron because 

all tactical and formation signs had to be removed and this 
meant the disappearance of the famous " Red Hand of Ulster " 
sign. An appeal was made for someone to come forward with 
the history of how this sign was originally chosen. This appeal 
caught the eye of Major-General R. J. Moberly, one of our 
Colonels Commandant. 

Mdjor^General -Moberly immediately got in touch with 
Major-General McNeill of the Royal Artillery, as he knew that 
as a founder member of the original Air Support Signal Unit, 
he had been instrumental in introducing the " Red H a n d " as 
the formation sign of this type of unit. General McNeil l has 
been an old friend of the Corps ever since he was an instructor 
at the School of Signals a number of years ago. He is also a very 
distinguished Guimer Officer who has been a C.R.A., a 
Commandant of the School of Artillery and Commandant of 
the British Staff, Washington. He has been over-modest 
about his own share in the origins of A.S.S.U., which has be-
come such an important part of our present-day Corps. 

General McNeil l writes of the history of the " R e d H a n d " 
itself as follows: " I have always been taught that two 
brothers were contenders for the Kingdom of Ulster and it was 
agreed that whoever's hand touched the shore first in a boat 
race between them should be the winner. T h e McNeil l 
(O'Neill, I suppose, in those parts and days) finding him-
self losing, cut off his hand and cast it ashore." It is of 
particular interest to note that General McNeill 's family claims 
direct descent from the original O'Neill of the " Bloody Hand." 

Dealing with the choice of the " R e d H a n d " for A.S.S.U., 
General McNeil l writes: 

" The first two Qose Support Bomber Controls were formed 
as experimental War Office units early in 1941 as the result of 
our unfortunate experiences at the hands of the German 
army/air team in Europe before Dunkirk. These units had 
a roving commission and travelled the country taking part in all 
major army exercises. T h e need was at once apparent for some 
distinguishing sign for vehicles mixed up in the road columns 
of the H.Q. to whom they were attached. For lack of a better 
design, the Red Hand of McNeil l was chosen by the com-
manding officer of No. 2 C.S.B.C. 

This imit joined H.Q. 13 Corps in the 8th Army at the 
end of 1941 and its vehicle sign was at once queried by the 
B.G.S. However, we were allowed to keep our sign as a 
special case, provided our performance justified it and, in 
fact, the unit retained it under its various changes of name, 
throughout the Desert, North Africa, Sicily and Italy cam-
paigns. 

Our Signal Officer, Lieutenant Bryn Davies, returned to 
the U . K . at the end of the Tunisian campaign to form the new 
A.S.S.U. (as it became) for the Normandy invasion, and took 
the Red Hand with him. Thus its use for A.S.S.U. became 
almost universal. 

Having commanded the original Red Hand unit almost 
continually from its formation in early 1941 until my return 
home in 1944 for the Normandy invasion, I may be forgiven 
for saying that the outstanding characteristics (recorded in the 
official history) of any A.S.S.U.J by any name, was the high 
morale and performance of these units. Formed originally with 
top priority for men and equipment, and thus the envy of 
every C.S.O., we were able to retain the same team almost 
throughout the war and when, during the Desert campaign, our 
R.A.F. rear links came officially under army command, the 
same spirit pervaded. N o man ever left the unit willmgly. 

T H E W I R E , JUNE 1 9 6 3 253 



and typical of the spirit of "a lways get through" was the 
operator, wounded at Tobruk and sent to hospital, who 
hitch-hiked his way back by air to us in Italy. 

After the war, in an attempt to keep such staunch old com-
rades in touch, a series of reunion parties were held in London 
and were well attended. A Red Hand club was founded, open 
to all who had served in A.S.S.U. or, like the many A.L.O.s, 
had worked with it. This club still meets twice a year 
and includes in its membership the present Minister 

of Labour and the late Secretary of State for War, who both 
came out to North Africa in 1942 with No. 7/8 A.Air S.C. 
If anyone would like more information please let me know. 

So, to conclude, the Red Hand sign must be unique in its 
derivation and in its survival for so long in peacetime. I wish 
22nd Signal Regiment all success in preserving the memory of 
a unit and a comradeship which meant so much to many of 
us." 

Major-General McNeill 's address is Weybrook House, Sher-
borne St. John, Basingstoke, should anyone wish to get in 
touch with him. We are much indebted to him for the 
information in respect of a piece of Corps history which was 
in danger of being forgotten with the passage of time. 

208 ( C O M M O N W E A L T H ) S Q U A D t t O N 
( M A I . A C C A , M A L A Y A ) 

Last month we acted as hosts to our " Ever-Readies." 
Within 48 hours of their arrival, they were roughing it on 
exercise with the rest of the Squadron. Every man was em-
ployed at his trade, with one exception: Corporal King, a tele-
printer mechanic, came to a Squadron without any teleprinters! 
We would add that he solved the immediate problem single-
handed by disappearing for two days without bedding, food 
or mosquito net. When asked on return how he had sur-
vived, he said he had been logistically supported by an out-
station radio detachment, and had kept the mosquitoes away 
with his " Bud Flannagan" hat! Lieutenant Benbow has 
added to his capabilities in many ways, and not least his 
capacity for beer consumption, although we have since heard 
he lost half-a-stone in weight, and now runs for that morning 
train to town fiercely clutching his trousers. Sergeant Came 
proved he could walk into any regular unit and nobody would 

208 (COMWEL) Signal Squadron marches part Lieutenant-General 
Sir Nigel Poett, K.C.B., D.S.O., when he took the salute on the 
occasion of his farewell visit as General Officer Commander-in-Chief, 

FARELF 

guess he was a "part-timer." Lance-Corporal Brazier kept us 
supplied with water, and if his Commanding Officer reads these 
notes, we recommend that this N.C.O. be sent on a " water 
duties" course. T o all the " Ever-Readies " we would like 
to say we were most impressed by your enthusiasm and 
thoroughly enjoyed having you with us. 

210 S<(IJA»R01V 
B .F .P .O . 1 0 

Since last going to print, a good deal of water has passed 
under the bridge, but far more over the top. We are getting 
towards the end (we hope!) of the long rains in Kenya—and it 
certainly has rained. TTie flood waters have been rising and 
subsiding regularly, but we do not appear to have suffered 
unduly as a result. We mustn't advertise, but Volkswagens 
do float! 

In early April we drew two terrifying-looking vehicles and 
trailers from our Ordnance Depot. After " Q " Paternoster 
had taken them over, we had no one brave enough to open 
the doors again. It wasn't until the C.S.O. said one Tuesday 
" Y o u may be required to work a schedule to Khartoum on 
Friday " that we had a look. We hurriedly asked the K.A.R. 
Signal Squadron for the assistance of Sergeant Filtness to help 
with our new D i i s . Technicians and operators now know 
much more about these new monsters, and look forward to 
using them on exercises in the near future. 

T h e Sea Vixens from H.M.S. Centaur, which " t i e d - u p " at 
Mombasa for some time, took part in three exercises and some 
trials with our air support tentacles. W e found our V H F radio 
rather wanting in performance, as compared with that used 
by the Royal Navy. Needless to say, a lengthy report was 
submitted and our U H F sets were on an aircraft to U . K . the 
same day. In a matter of days we are planning trials with 
R.A F. aircraft, to be followed by exercises with Scimitars from 
H.M.S. Ark Royal. 

Sergeant Woodhouse has put forward plans for lineman 
training on the slopes of Kilimanjaro, but this has complica-
tions which the Squadron Commander hopes to simplify soon. 
It will be rather interesting to see effect of altitude on the wind 
of our hard-drinking, heavy smoking (they have no other vices!) 
linemen. 

After progressing steadily and playing very confidently our 
rugger team came " imstuck" against the 2nd Bn. T h e Scots 
Guards in the semi-final of the Army Cup, East Africa. We 
lost 6—9, having disposed of R.A.M.C. and ist Staffords in 
the previous rounds. 

T h e Corps (East Africa) hockey six won the Command 
Six-a-Side Cup Competition. We feel a mention of this in our 
notes justified, as five of the six were from " T w o Ten." T h e 
Corps second six, with four of our players, were runners-up 
in the plate competition, being beaten in the final by a very 
strong R.A.F. six. T h e season closed on 30th April with a 
resounding 9 — o victory over the Scots Guards. 

A crate of beer was a treasured prize to our soccer X I in 
a recent garrison week-end competition. They completed the 
competition without a goal against them. Third was our final 
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position in the Army Soccer League and, that finished, we 
have now embarked on a civil league (May League) which is 
the Nairobi 2nd Division. Corporal Mason and Walker (500) 
are welcome additions to the team and form a partnership on 
the left wing. 

We have had radio detachments deep into the bundu recently. 
Corporal Brooks, Gill and Doig have been rear linking for 
45 Commando in Kenya from Aden. Corporal Hassel and Rae 
have communicated for an R.E. survey team. We hope that 
local missionaries looked after their welfare adequately. 

Our swimming gala went off very well—we understand now 
why our Swimming Officer was so keen to hold a gala! How-
ever, other winners included Lynch, with the biggest splash, 
Bellerby (back stroke), Ashworth (breast stroke). T h e finale 
was an inviation medley relay in which 236 ( C O M C A N ) 
Squadron and 602 Troop accepted to swim against us. 236 
won the event from 602, who started favourites. 

254 SQUADROIV ( A U E I V ) 

Round and About . V S O A R T . T h e Aden Garrison 
Amateur Radio Q u b was reformed from the Squadron Club 
late in 1962, so that membership would be open to all Army 
personnel in Aden; despite this, the membership remains one 
hundred per cent Royal Signals. T h e station came on the air 
on ist December, 1962, using a Heatkit D X 100 transmitter 
and an A R 88 receiver. T w o other sets have now been acquired 
— a 53 set and a 52 set. 

Club meetings are held once a week, on Wednesdays, and 
have turned into maintenance sessions, when Major Symons 
gives us the benefit of his knowledge and experience. 

Corporal Janes, V S 9 A B K , who joined us recently, has been 
up the coast in a " Z " craft for the last three weeks, and 
obtained permission to work maritime mobile; the first Aden 
Amateur to do this. 

Corporal Dicker, V S 9 A L D , had his introduction to S S B 
working recently, when he accompanied Wally Cuga, W 9 JJF, 
to Mukeiras, on the Yemen border, for a week-end. By 21.00 
hours on the Sunday evening, there was a solid block of stations 
for 30 k/cs on the 20-metre band, all calling V S 9 A L D / P ! 

Adventu re T ra in ing . One of the more adventurous 
trips was an attempt by H.Q., R A . S . C . , to make Mukalia, in 
the Eastern Protectorate and back in four days (Exercise " Play-
time I V " ) . As the round trip is some 700 miles, many were 
the obstacles to be met on a trip of such length. T h e party 
was led by Lieutenant-Colonel H. Morgan, C.R.A.S.C. at H.Q., 
Middle East, and, appropriately enough, the Rear Link Detach-
ment from the Squadron was commanded by Lieutenant-
Colonel T . I. G . Gray, our C.R. Signals. Although the party 
failed to reach their objective, due to heavy rains making some 
of the wadis impassable, there was enough excitement in the 
shape of vehicles bogged down on the beach and menaced by 
the incoming tide. 

263 SQUAWROIV ( T R A I N I N G ) 

As you can see, the Signal Training Centre (Far East) has 
now officially changed its title to 263 Squadron (Training). 
Apart from the change of name, we have also had a tremendous 
change of staff in the past few months. Our O.C., Major J. 
B. Prince has left to command 237 Squadron ( C O M C A N ) , 
Captain J. H. T . Nealon our C.I., has taken over as Adjutant 
of i8th Regiment, and we have lost Staff Sergeant Heaps and 
Sergeant Harmswonh from our instructional staff. In return. 
Major J. E. Denton has taken over command and Captain J. 
E. P. Philp is the new C.I. We also had a flying visit from 
Captain F. G . Hardy, but he has since passed on to i Squadron, 
18th Regiment, as Chief Cipher Officer. 

Sipial Training Centre did not leave the field of outside 
activities without one final flash of glory. In the British Army 
Motoring Association (Singapore Centre) 1963 Driving Cham-
pionships, the Signal Training Centre almost swept the board. 
The trophies won were: The Shell Cup, Best Team; The 
Rover Cup, Best i - ton Crew; The Malay Cup, Best Malay 
Crew; The Signals (Freeman) Cup, Best Royal Signals Team; 
The Bedford Cup, Second 3-ton Crew. 

W e hope next year to repeat this performance and see 263 
Signal Squadron engraved under Signal Training Centre. 

WINNING TEAM—BAMA 1963 DRIVING CHAMPIONSHIPS 
Corporal Mustbaha (3-ton), Signalman Kamarudln ( i-ton), Signalman 

Talb (3-ton), Signalman Atan (3-ton) 
Front row: Major J. B. Prince (OC Signal Training Centre (FE)), 

Sergeant Kassim (3-ton), Lieutenant Penny (J^-ton) 

602 Troop 
These accounts of two expeditions carried out by members of 

the Troop in friendly rivalry were unavoidably held over from 
the June WIRE. They follow. 

Mount Kenya 
B Y CORPORAL A . MICKLETHWAITE 

On 14th February a party consisting of W.O.II Green, 
Sergeant Bassett, Corporals Sands, Micklethwaite, Brittain, 
Lance-Corporals French, Garrod, Signalmen Dunn, Stead, 
Barber, Bohan and Gibbon left Nairobi to climb Mount Kenya. 
T h e aim of the exercise was to maintain wireless communica-
tions between the mountain and base camp (Nairobi). T h e 
party was to climb the mountain without the aid of porters or 
guides. We carried our own packs, plus wireless sets, equip-
ment and batteries. W e arrived at the base camp on Kenya 
late in the afternoon. After a hastily-prepared meal, we were 
caught in a heavy hail storm. 

Next day, at the crack of dawn, we proceeded through the 
dense rain forest. Once through the forest we encountered the 
renowned vertical bog. Here we found the climbing excep-
tionally hard, but the morale of the party remained high. With 
each step our packs grew heavier and we sank deeper and deeper 
into the thick black mud. Unable to reach Klarwills hut that 
day, we camped in the Tiliki Valley. A most comfortable night 
was spent by all. Next morning Corporal Brittain, Signalmen 
Stead and Dunn left early to climb to Klarwills Hut and 
collect our food supply that was dropped by a Beaver aircraft 
of the Army Air Corps. Later in the day the rest of the party 
reached the hut, only to find it infested with rats. We 
decided to sleep in our tents once more. Over the tents we 
draped the supply parachutes for a little extra warmth. During 
the night Signalman Bohan, unable to breathe, tore down both 
canopy and tent, exposing us to the bitterly cold night air. 
Lance-Corporal Garrod and Signalman Barber were suffering 
from severe headaches and sickness the next morning and were 
unable to carry on to Arthur Firmin's Hut at 15,000ft. Once 
at Firmin's Hut, the eight remaining in the party rested and 
enjoyed the T.S.M. 's cooking. 

After a comfortable night, the T .S .M. , Corporals Mickle-
thwaite and Sands and Signalmen Bohan climbed the Lewis 
glacier in order to reach the peak of point Lenana, which is 
16,500ft. above sea level. In the afternoon Sergeant Bassett 
Corporal Brittain and Signalmen Stead and Dunn also climbed 
the peak (this making a total of eight men out of a possible 
ten reaching the summit). T h e same night the T . S . M . pre-
pared his own special Worcester sauce soup, which resulted in 

Continued on page 256 
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stomach ache for most of the party. The next day we made 
our way down j o base camp. After a quick brew, we drove 
back to Nairobi. We arrived back at camp filthy and un-
shaven, but very pleased with our achievement. The climb had 
been tough, and we had to put up with the cold, snow and ice, 
extra heavy packs and last, but not least, T.S.M. Green's cook-
ing, but we did what we intended doing. All members of the 
party agreed that it was a most enjoyable scheme and look 
forward to another climb like it. Unfortunately, there is no other 
climb quite as tough in East Africa. Of course, we could 
climb the second toughest mountain, which is Kilimanjaro, but 
would not test our endurance as Mount Kenya did. Kiliman-
jaro is a little higher, but not as tough to climb. We would 
like to point out that a man with a wooden leg once climbed 
Kilimanjaro, but on Kenya it would be impossible. 

Mount Kilimanjaro 
B Y CORPORAL C . K . R . FRENCH 

When the exercise was originally proposed by the O.C., I 
was detailed to accompany him with my Troop to the summit 
of Mount Kilimanjaro, in Tanganyika. So, on 14th February, 
there was to be seen hurtling down the Tanganyika road a 
three-ton vehicle laden with kit, the O.C., Sergeant " B l u e " 
Poole, myself. Corporal Whalley, Signalmen Connolly, Aitken, 
Comber, Calley, Williams, Cristie, Wilson, Spearman, Long-
staff and last, but far from least, our domesticated " mules," 
Signalmen Trench and Whitfield. We also intended com-
municating with Nairobi throughout. 

We had our first view of Mount Kilimanjaro (or as we now 
know it, the " Slag Heap," a mere 19,363ft. high, and the 
highest mountain in the African Continent) when we reached 
the border town of Namanga. From there we passed through 
Arusha, Moshi and Himo (where we saw the fierce " Warush " 
tribe) to Bismark Hut, the first stage of our climb, at 9,000ft, 
where we arrived at 17.00 hours. Here we stayed the next day 
and on the next morning moved on in two parties to Peters 
Hut at 12,500ft. The "mule," Whitfield, carried the bulk of 
our equipment. Having arrived, Williams, whom it has been 
reported, had been sold fireman's asbestos boots by an Asian 
gentleman who swore they were genuine alpine snow boots, 
had to report sick on blister parade. Since the top hut was 
occupied, we had to spend the next day kicking our heels, 
collecting cans and garbage left by porter-supported tourists, 
brewing, eating the O.C.'s curry and playing cards (the pro-
ceeds of which the O.C. is still vainly trying to collect). 

The next morning, cheerfully we faced the seven-hour slog 
to Kibo hut (15,500ft.) involving the crossing of the infamous 
saddle. It was here that our " mules " excelled themselves, 
carrying the heavy loads through the rarified air to Kibo, only 
to return to Peters Hut on the same day. Earlier signs of 
mountain sickness were here intensified and everyone com-
plained of headaches and sickness. Having erected the aerial 
(contact had, of course, been maintained with Nairobi all the 
way up) Longstaff omitted to connect it to the set and when 
tackled, was heard to mumble to Comber " It must be the 
altitude, mate." 

We were all in our sleeping bags by 16.00 hours, because at 
01.15 hours next morning, the whole party was up to attempt 
the final assault. It was a bitterly cold, dark night that 
swallowed up the ten men, who at this stage would have 
welcomed the few paces back to bed rather than the imminent 
3,500'ft. climb up the vertical scree. It was Comber who, 
after two hours, first succumbed when he collapsed with moun-
tain sickness. It was Calley who unselfishly volunteered to 
return with him! After a further hour and-a-halfs climb my-
self and Corporal Whalley were ordered back down the moun-
tain, accompanied by Signalman Gristie, since apparently the 
O.C. had been alarmed by our haphazard habit of veering off 
at 90 degrees. It was then that the O.C., Sergeant Poole, 
Si^alman Longstaff, Spearman and Wilson continued the 
grind to the top, where they eventually arrived at 07.25 hours. 

We saw the O.C.'s party again at 09.30 hours, after they 
had successfully conquered the "S lag Heap" and returned to 
Kibo Hut. At 10.30 hours the same morning we all re-
turned to Bismark Hut, where Connolly had a stew waiting for 
us. 

We would like to point out that the O.C.'s party of five men 
only did not use guides, porters or " mules of the animal type." 

605 T R O O P (LONDOIV D ISTRICT ) 
The London District season has begun, and already the 

Troop has done one State Visit, that of the King and Queen 
of the Belgians, on 14th May, and, as ever, the rain came 
down at just the wrong time. 

The usual net was established, with control at Horse Guards, 
and stations at Buckingham Palace (Queen Victoria Memorial), 
Victoria Station, Tower of London and Hyde Park, with R.S. 
B44 relay on the roof at the Central London Recruiting l^pot. 

For the record, stations were manned as follows: 
Tower of London.—Staff Sergeant D. J. Mortlock, Corporal 

I. Holmes. 
C.L.R.D.—Sergeant A. Todd, Lance-Corporal G. W. Newsom, 

Signalman J. A. Smith, Signalman G. A. Hargreaves. 
Horse Guards.—Lieutenant B. W. Giller, Sergeant J. 

Spiers. 
Victoria Station.—Lieutenant A. P. Thackray, Corporal E. 

C. Hunt, 239 Squadron. 
Hyde Park F.U.P.—Sergeant W. G. Eggleton, W.O.II Peat. 
We leam there are three more state visits this year, and we 

are now rehearsing and preparing for the Queen's Birthday 
Parade. 

An innovation to the state visit procedure has been the intro-
duction of a D.R., and there has been much activity to produce 
dyed D R . breeches (red stripe and all) together with white 
helmet and gloves in Display Team fashion. 

Lance-Corporal G. A. Savage has been the reluctant victim 
of these experiments with Signalman R. W. Brown as his under-
study. 

On the personality side of our diary the following casualties 
are reported: 

It is with regret that we report the death of Miss G. Sharpe, 
Supervisor at Mill Hill Exchange for some 16 years. 

We have said goodbye to Mr. R. White, who was in Troop 
Office for some three years and latterly was acting Clerical 
Officer. We wish him well in his new post in C.W.O. Branch. 

On the military side we have said goodbye to Staff Sergeant 
A. J. ^ w e , a Signal Centre stalwart and expert on State and 
Ceremonial occasions, who has left us for Germany. His wis-
dom as a member of the Weekly Welfare Committee at Asso-
ciation Headquarters will be much missed by his colleagues. He 
was for some years a member of the Central Committee of the 
Association. 

Sport 
Eastern Command 

Small Bore Shooting Competition 
Eighteen teams took part in this competition, shot over the 

past four months, the results of which were as follows: 
Champion Team Cup 

Winners: 47th Regiment (Middlesex Yeomanry) T.A. 
Runners-up: 316 Squadron, T.A. 
Third: 2 Squadron 54th (East Anglian) Regiment, T.A. 
Equal Fourth: 209 Signal Squadron (Infantry Brigade Group) 

238 Signal Squadron (War Office). 

Champion Shot Trophy 
Winner: Lance-Corporal C. S. Moore, 2 Squadron 54th (East 

Anglian) Regiment. 
Runner-up: W.O.II C. Waters, 47th Regiment (Middlesex 

Yeomanry) T.A. 
Third: Captain J. Tate, 239 Signal Squadron (Eastern 

Command). 

Fourth: Corporal B. Pinkney, 316 Signal Squadron, T.A. 

Stage Winners 
Stages I & II : Captain J. Tate, 239 Signal Squadron (Eastern 

Command). 
Lance-Corporal C. S. Moore, 2 Squadron 54th (East 
Anglian Regiment). 

Stages III & I V : Signalman Evans, 331 Regiment, T.A. 
Stages V & V I : Lieutenant C. Slater, 47th Regiment (Middle-

sex Yeomanry) T.A. 
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In words and pictures 

The 8,000 miles Voyage 

of the 

1 1 TAURUA II 

BY LIEUTENANT-COLONEL L . D . L I N E 

"A vision of sunkissed sparkling seas. I heard 
the deep sea swell booming on the coral reef and 
the trade wind sighing through the palm trees. In 
my mind's eye, I saw the broad ocean stretching 

horizon wide . . . ." 

r p H E spirit of adventure in the Corps flourishes. In " The 
J- Wire " we read of high mountains climbed, expeditions on 

safari^ treks to India, adventures in Malaya and in the outposts 
of the Arabian peninsula. In this issue, therefore, " The Wire " 
is very pleased to publish a story of the sea that should have a 
strong appeal to most readers. The " Taurua "—a gaff schooner 
of some 22 tons voyaged from Singapore to Malta—a distance 
of 8,000 miles. She was skippered by an Officer of the Corps, 
Lieutenant-Colonel L. D. Line, while another Officer of the 
Corps acted as Bosun and a Staff Sergeant of the Corps was 
engineer. The fourth member of the crew—also a Royal Signals 
Officer fell sick at the last moment and his place was taken by 
an adventurous young lady of 2i who cooked and acted as 
general deck hand. 

It is every yachtsman's dream to make an ocean passage. 
During the long dragging days of winter his fancy turns to 
visions of sunkissed sparkling seas. He hears the deep sea swell 
booming on the coral reef and the trade wind sighing through 
the palm trees. He sees, in his mind's eye, the broad ocean 
stretching horizon wide before him as his ship rises and falls 
in the tireless sea. For most people this is just idle escapism but 

The departure. The " T A U R U A " leaving Singapore 

for me and four other lucky ones the dream became reality. It 
started like this: — 

Royal Singapore Yacht Club. 
3rd March, 1962. 

. . . . Today, I am handing over the vessel " Taurua" to you, 
with the understanding that you will be Captain aboard and in 
full charge of the ship. You are to take care of her in Singapore 
and at your convenience sail her to a port in the Mediterranean 

Signed XXXX, 
President. 

Zodiaco S.A. of Panama. 

Taurua is a gaff schooner of 22 tons. She measures 43 feet 
overall, is 12 feet wide and draws 7 feet. Her sails are of hedvy 
flax and she sets a total of 2,000 square feet. She is of the type 
known in America as East Coast Fishermen and is similar in 
appearance to the Gloucester schooners which used to fish the 
Newfoundland Banks. Her accommodation splits into two main 
cabins giving comfortable living for a working crew of five. 
She is provided with a 25 h.p. petrol auxiliary to push her 
along at 6 knots in calm water. 

I first saw her a few hours after she had arrived in Singapore 
and anchored off the Yacht Club. I remember thinking she 
was too old fashioned to be knocking about the ocean. The 
story was, she was newly built in the fashion of a century ago 
because the owner liked it that way. He it seemed had crew 
trouble and intended to send the ship to France on the deck 
of a steamer. There were some half-dozen members present 
in the Club that evening and quite idly we gossiped about the 
ship. I said, " I wouldn't mind sailing her home with a bunch 
of soldiers,"—and thought no more about it. A few days later I 
was asked to visit the owner on board; someone had passed on 
my comment. That evening after a pretty momentous discus-
sion which lasted all of twenty minutes, I was left in posses-
sion of the vessel and the owner flew out of Singapore. I sat 
down in the deserted ship to work out just what I had taken on. 

A proper mihtary appreciation seemed called for and so by 
the light of the cabin lamp, I roughed out the main headings: 

" Posting home due August, therefore five months to prepare. 
Crew—compatability vital, experience unimportant; therefore, 
most careful selection needed. Route—south-west monsoon 
blowing now and until November, therefore northern route no 
good, must go south into the south-east trades." 

From the chart I enlarged on the route and wrote, "Depart 
Singapore, say 15th August. South-east to Sunda Strait thence 
west to the Seychelles. Must beat the north-east monsoon due 
November into Gulf of Aden. Red Sea will be worst part, 
optimum weather likely in November, therefore Seychelles (3,600 
miles) by end September. Aden (1,400 miles) by end of October. 
Suez (1,400 miles) by end of November. Malta (1,000 mUes) 
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by mid-December. South France (600 miles) by end December. 
Total distance 8,000 miles." 

In the event, this proved to be extremely accurate and we 
arrived at each port in turn within a day or two of the forecast. 

During the next week, the ship was surveyed and a long list 
of things to do compiled. This list seemed to grow longer as 
time went by and before we left, she had been re-painted inside 
and out from truck to keelson and every single piece of rigging 
and equipment tested and renewed where necessary. We had 
built many new features into the ship and obtained a great deal 
of extra gear so she was very much nearer being fit in all 
respects for the sea. This was a time of hard slogging manual 
labour and much tedious negotiation but there was no lack of 
interest in our work and we enjoyed much kindness and help 
from a great many people. In addition we employed Press 
Gang methods. Anyone coming on board was given a gin in 
one hand and a paint brush or piece of rope in the other and 
somehow all the work was finished by sailing day. 

Altogether we had fifteen aspirant crew members through the 
ship, but in the end the crew largely selected itself. A few were 
rejected as unsuitable and " military exigencies " whittled away 
the others until only four were left besides myself. As sailing 
day drew near we were organised as follows: — 

Skipper and navigator: Myself. 
Mate: Lieutenant " Jim " Crow, Royal Signals. 
Bosun; Lieutenant " Mike " Bygrave, Royal Signals. 
Sailmaker: S.A.C. " Dick " Leston, R.A.F. 
Engineer: Staff Sergeant " Fred " Orr, Royal Signals. 

We intended to be a three-watch ship with one man on watch 
at a time, the skipper on call and the fifth member cooking. 
We proposed 4-hour watches by day and 3 hours by night so 
that the watches would dog themselves. Each watchkeeper 
would cook for a 3-day spell in turn. 

Every weekend we took the ship to sea to find out how she 
worked and to shake down together. We never found any 
weather to test the ship or the crew but gradually a sea routine 
began to be established. At Easter we had five days out in the 
China Sea and found plenty of porpoise but still no wind. It 
was during this short cruise that we hit upon an arrangement 
which served ship's morale well throughout the voyage. In a 
small ship at sea there is always someone asleep so silence is 
necessary if the watch below is to rest properly. This becomes 
something of a strain so we arranged that the ship's bell be 
struck at 18.00 hours daily when all hands would lay aft for the 
evening tot and to make as much noise as they wished for the 
next hour. We called this " The Happy Hour " for no matter 
how trying the circumstances of the day or the mood of the 
individual, cheerfulness at this time became mandatory. 

Three weeks before sailing, we suffered an important set-
back. " J i m " Crow had strained his back hauling chain and it 
did not seem to get any better. Eventually he went sick and 
the doctors diagnosed a slipped disc so " J i m " was out of it 
and we were one short with no reserves and not much time left. 
It was at this difficult moment that Patricia Gaze approached 
me and asked for a berth as permanent cook. We knew nothing 
about her except that she was a popular member of the R.A.F. 
Tengah Yacht Club. She had never been to sea but had no 
illusions about the job. Cooking at sea in the tropics is easily 
the most demanding task on board and yet also the most im-
portant because a ship's company rapidly becomes dispirited 
if it is not well and regularly fed. We talked long and earnestly 
about her offer. Various precedents and alternatives were looked 
at and in the end we signed her on. Poor Pat, she worked her 
heart out in port and at sea, too, whenever she was able but 
chronic seasickness kept her in her bunk off and on throughout 
the voyage. 

August 15th dawned wet and blustery. The anchor came up 
one minute before our published sailing time and we left 
Singapore escorted out of the harbour by a large fleet of sailing 
dinghies. In traditional Far Eastern fashion there were many 
firecrackers to scare off the devils of the deep. As we turned 
into the Singapore Strait and the city skyline disappeared astern, 
I felt that all our troubles were now over. After the toil and 
frustrations of five months very hard work, we now had only 
the sea to deal with and this seemed comparatively a simple and 
straightforward problem. It was a very good moment indeed. 

For the first few days the weather remained kind as we 
worked our way south through the Indonesian islands. These 
are politically uncertain waters but no one seemed the slightest 
bit interested in our passage. The wind remained light and 
always from ahead so our progress was slow and we motored 
a good deal. Just on darkness of the sixth day, some 400 miles 
from Singapore, we were in the Banka Strait and met our first 

excitement. A sudden strong wind blew up when we had little 
room to manoevre with a big coral reef close to leeward. Our 
sail handling was thoroughly messy and with the short steep 
sea which rapidly built up the ship became something of a 
shambles. The starboard navigation lamp chose this moment 
to go on fire and burned like a crazy blow torch. Below decks, 
gear began to move about and the logline wrapped itself round 
the screw and stopped the engine. It was all cleared up pretty 
quickly but we saw for the first time with some clarity the 
nature of our task. In somewhat chastened mood we worked 
across to the windward side of the Strait and anchored in 
order to get our breath back. During the next 36 hours we 
restowed the gear in a more secure manner and practised our 
sail drills for a full day in a good breeze so that when we again 
begain to sail the course the ship's company felt a great deal 
more certain of its ability. 

The beat out of the Banka Strait was most arduous. A fresh 
head wind put up a ridiculously high short sea and for a long 
time we made no progress. We finally broke out into the Java 
Sea on a dark and blowing night but not before the engine had 
again become a casualty. This time the whole thing was full 
of sea water and for two long days and nights as we sailed 
steadily south across the Java Sea, the engineer laboured at 
stripping his charge. The ship was rolling heavily and the main 
cabin littered with engine parts and so, during the re-assembly 
phase, there was many a grazed knuckle and we heard some 
interesting deep sea language. 

Thirteen days out we came up with the Sunda Strait on a 
windless night of Stygian darkness. Here we found strong 
currents and tide rips and for some ten hours the navigation was 
intricate before we passed clear out into the Indian Ocean and 
found the true south-east trade wind. This noble wind blew 
freshly and steadily for the next month, putting up an unruly 
swell, but hurrying us happily on our way. Day followed day 
with very httle change and we settled into a satisfying deep sea 
routine. This was the true appeal of ocean sailing, the com-
plete detachment from the petty cares of life on shore. By day, 
the trade wind clouds marched steadily across the blue vault 
of the skies and each night the stars were brilliant. We were 
utterly alone on our wide ocean sea with the ship ploughing 
steadily onwards. 

For much of the time, she virtually sailed herself under a 
twin staysail rig and when the wind breezed up, travelled very 
fast indeed. On one rough night and day of gale force winds 
she logged her best 24 hours run of 243 miles and a few days 
later made 196 miles, almost steamer rates. We moved down to 
12 degrees south latitude in search of favourable currents and 
our progress on the ocean chart began to look quite respectable. 
Let it not be thought the crew were idle at this time for no 
ship permits that. Always during the daylight hours there was 
more work to attend to than hands to spare. A sail to sew, a 
new halliard to reeve, the limbers to clear and continuously, the 
regular position fixing to prove our progress. 

Of course there was incident, there always is at sea. One 
evening, a thousand miles from anywhere, we ran through a 
Japanese fleet of fishing dories, tiny little dinghies fishing for 
tunny with their mother ship out of sight over the horizon. 
Several times we had to alter course to miss great tree trunks 
floating in the sea, a collision with these might well have pro-
duced disaster. In a month we saw only two ships and one 
nearly ran us down as it passed unseeing close across our stern 
in the pale light of davming. Exactly a month out of Singapore 
the log reads, " Steering lost at 07.40 hours." A startled mate 
turned the idle wheel but got no response as a main casting 
in the gearing had fractured. Fortunately we had thought of 
this one and our jury tiller, made in Singapore, was produced 
and rigged within half an hour. The watch below was awakened 
and the useless wheel thrust into his hands with the solemn 
words " You're on." 

The line on the chart marking our passage gradually extended 
westward, reaching south of the Chagos Archipelago and then 
curved northwards above the Saya de Malha Bank in 60 degrees 
east longitude. Now we were closing the Seychelles group of 
islands and excitement at the prospect of reaching port began 
to mount. Thirty-six days out, there were left a scant 150 miles 
to go and at noon on the next day, a landfall was forecast for 
last light. We nearly did not get it because the horizon vvas 
cloud obscured, but a sharp pair of eyes detected the harder 
line of solid land just after sunset and the glad cry of " Land 
ho " echoed through the ship. During the last night at sea we 
had to take in sail to slow down for the shore lights came up 
rapidly and it would have been imprudent to enter a strange 
port in darkness. As dawn broke, it revealed the beautiful 
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mountainous island of Mahe and its sister islets with their 
golden beaches. W e were just five miles off the entrance to Port 
Victoria which we entered at l o a.m., exactly 38 days and 3,600 
miles out of Singapore. 

One of these days we shall all go back to Mahe, it is that sort 
of place and we had far too little time there. Our ten days 
stay was the best part of the entire voyage. We found the 
island's scenery to be just as breathtaking as we had been led 
to expect but we were not prepared for the extraordinary hos-
pitality so freely extended by her people. Within an hour of 
arriving we were established ashore in surroundings of great 
comfort located on a beach of Hollywood splendour. We had 
luxuriated in our first fresh water baths for over a month and 
were enjoying that first long cold beer of delicious memory. A 
sailmaker and a watchman were installed in the yacht and we 
were strictly enjoined to put our feet up and rest; but that is 
quite impossible when you have a ship and the sea is waiting. 
Every day we worked aboard in the daylight hours for we had 
little time left to beat the north-east monsoon into the Gulf of 
Aden. In the evenings, of course, it was different, but far from 
resting we found it only too easy to catch the party spirit which 
abounds in lovely Seychelles. On 3rd October, somewhat sadly 
we put to sea again but this time we had company. T h e day 
after our arrival a pretty American ketch with a crew of N e w 
Zealanders had sailed into port. It turned out that she had been 
sailing never more than 100 miles from us throughout the past 
three weeks. We were to see much more of Svea and her crew 
before the end of our voyage, but right now we were to race 
with her 1,400 miles to Aden, with the privilege of buying the 
first round as the prize. 

It was evening before we cleared the northern end of the 
island and Svea had disappeared ahead into the gathering dark-
ness. A t dawn the next day the seas were empty. T h e south-
east trade, still bravely blowing, was pushing us along and we 
drove the ship hard to be rewarded at dawn on the third day, 
some 300 miles out, by the sight of a sail on the horizon. All 
morning we sailed her down and by noon the yachts were side 
by side. T h e wind was taking off now as we approached the 
area of the Doldrums and clearly we were faster than Svea in 
the lighter going. By evening she had had enough and starting 
her engine she motored away from us again. She was to motor 
almost continuously right through to Aden. Taurua continued 
to work the dying breeze making a steady 5 knots over the calm 
sea with all her light canvas drawing silently. We now came 
into an area of much marine life. Several times we sailed close 
by pods of whale, their huge bodies half awash as they blew 
lazily unheeding of our i»ssing. Just as well for they looked 
big enough to sink the ship if they took a fancy to do so. One 
morning we sailed into a vast school of dolphin. Hundreds and 
hundreds of them as far as the eye could see, they curved and 
dived in their endless swift fashion. It was several hours before 
we sailed clear and the sea became empty again. T h e wind was 
fickle with many rain squalls but by dint of much sail chanpng 
we continued to average 100 miles a day. In these conditions 
the ocean currents became an important pan of our progress 
and to use them to best advantage we altered course towards 
Africa and made a landfall some 200 miles south of Cape 
Guardafui. For two anxious days we watched the wind haul 
round into the nonh-ea&t as the monsoon set in, but by careful 
sailing, we urged the yacht along to reach the corner and turn 
left into the Gulf of Aden on the morning of the eleventh day. 
We now were sure of a S i r wind into port and after three busy 
days and nights dodging the crowded shipping, we had our 
landfall, the loom of Aden's lights, fine under the lee bow. 

Aden is not a good port for the yachtsman. It is crowded, 
commercial and dirty and we would have been quite unhappy 
there had it not been, once again, for the splendid welcome 
we received. Being a Service crew was a great help for we had 
many friends ashore and the Navy took us under their wing in 
no uncertain fashion. We lay stern on to the Naval Jetty along-
side Svea who had beaten us in by 48 hours. First we did 
justice to Svea's party to celebrate her victory. On passage, 
one must be constantly alert to the safety of the ship so it is 
exciting to come in from the sea to such a carefree welcome and 
be able to relax so completly. Throughout the afternoon, with 
the gin pennant hoisted, we welcomed a steady stream of well-
wishers on board. I was especially pleased to have aboard John 
Driscoll of Cable and Wireless who had sailed with me in 
Petasus in the Fastnet of 1959. 

It all fell a bit flat the next day when we set about preparing 
the ship for the Red Sea. This part of the voyage had been our 
boj.ey all along. Only some dozen or so small sailing vessels 
have ever made the northbound passage and each has reported 

Singapore—The crew at work 

MALTA 
"Arrival Marsamxett Harbour" 

SHIP'S COMPANY IN ADEN 
Left to right: Staff Sergeant Fred Or r (Engineer), Lieutenant-Colonel 
L. D. Line (skipper/navigator), Miss Patricia Gaze (cook), Lieutenant 

Mike Bygrave (mate), S. A. C. Dick Leston (sailmaker) 
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hardship. The wind blows freshly from the north over most 
of the distance. The shipping is dense and visibility is poor. 
Steep to reefs extend up to 40 miles offshore and are badly 
charted and almost unlit. It is very hot and the accompanying 
extreme refraction makes astro navigation uncertain. We had 
a ship which we knew was poor to windward and we were 
pushing the clock. No one had done it in less than a month so 
we planned on a 40-day passage, victualled for 50 and hoped 
for 30. Twelve hours before sailing " F r e d " Orr collapsed 
with a fever. He had been bothered with a poisoned leg ever 
since early in the Indian Ocean. So far we had kept it under 
control with penicillin but now it clearly needed proper treat-
ment so off he went to hospital. Our future seemed uncertain 
and our morale was at its lowest ebb as we waved farewell to 
Svea when she left on schedule. 

Work and more work seemed to be the proper treatment, so 
we lay alongside the P. & O. pier and gave her bottom a coat 
of anti-foul paint and then renewed all the bright work. The 
tedious days dragged by but the news of our patient was 
encouraging and eventually, after eight days in hospital, he 
limped on board, with a big grin on his face, and reported fit 
for the sea. We slipped early next morning. 

Outside we found the north-east monsoon blowing freshly 
and under our faithful twin staysails we began to make good 
progress. There was much shipping about. During the first 
night out we spoke the troopship Oxfordshire certain that there 
were some on board who knew about us and were sworn at by 
another ship who complained our lights were not burning 
properly. In fact they were alright but this experience under-
lines the difficulty of a yacht at sea in shipping lanes. A 9-watt 
lamp is a poor imitation of a steamer's lights and cannot be 
seen with certainty much more than a mile off which is only 
about three minutes steaming time on opposite courses. Pru-
dently we moved south away from the land and clear of all 
shipping. In the last hour of darkness we came up with the 
awkward entrance to the Red Sea, the Straits of Bab el Mandeb. 
Our landfall was the unlit Jezirat Seba Island and we passed an 
anxious hour or so before weathering it in the freshening breeze. 
At dawn we were clear and rounding Perim Island. 

As expected, the wind veered and freshened and by sunset we 
were up with the Abu Ail Channel, north of Mocha, in a full 
following gale and a big breaking sea. That night gave us a 
memorable sail. We had reduced to a small staysail of 150 
square feet but aU night long we surged along dry and safely at 
a steady 7 knots under a full moon with the steep seas sweeping 
up from astern to go creaming and hissing past. There were 
many ships all around us, passing close alongside in both direc-
tions for this is a narrow part of the sea, but the grandeur of the 
scene and the excitement of our progress left us no room for 
worry. 

By morning we were abreast the Zubair Islands and the 
wind began to take off. Jebel Tair was passed at lunchtime with 
the wind down to Force 4 again bur with all sail set now, we 
continued to move fast. Our progress became almost 
monotonous as time went on. By dawn on the fourth day we 
had reached the latitude of Port Sudan when the wind went 
into the east enabling us to go faster still. That evening we 
came into a severe tropical thunderstorm which, we heard 
later, closed Port Sudan for three days. We anticipated squalls 
and had reduced sail but when the wind came the suddenness 
was breathtaking. From near calm up to a genuine Force 8 in 
seconds. For the few minutes it took for us to reduce sail 
further, the ship tore along like a racing dinghy. Her lee deck 
under up to the cabin top she bounced from wave to wave 
with a great crescent of spray reaching high on either side. All 
night we continued sailing fast under a single headsail with 
blinding lightning playing incessantly. A big sea built up but 
we were moving on the right course for Suez. 

The storm blew itself out to_a flat calm by midday and left 
us north of the 20th parallel, slamming about in a lumpy sea. 
We could do nothing for several hours until the sea went down. 
The wind did not return and eventually the seas calmed 
sufficiently to make motoring possible. As the sea flattened out 
so our speed picked up until we were moving at s i knots. And 
the calm ointinued, day after day. We motored steadily forward 
across a glassy sea past the Daedulus Shoal and up to the 
Brothers and so on right up to the Gulf of Suez. We kept just 
clear of the shipping lane and were able to speak many ships on 
the lamp and this gave us encouraging news of conditions ahead. 

On the eleventh night out we came up with the Straits of 
Gabal, at the entrance to the Gulf of Suez. The channel here is 
very narrow and curving and some 20 miles long. Full of 
shipping and badly lit, the tide sets awkwardly across it. It 

was here, a month or so earner, that the ketch Sea Fever had 
gone aground on a reef and remained there for three weeks 
before being salvaged in a wrecked condition. This last faci 
made the next nine hours easily the most anxious I have ever 
spent at sea and I was very grateful indeed when eventually 
the mate took over the deck with all dangers clear astern. Still 
the wind kept off and we drove sedately northwards up the 
Gulf of Suez until incredibly, we finally fetched up off the 
War Memorial at the Canal entrance just 13 days out of Aden. 
Svea was already there but she had taken four days longer than 
us over the passage and had had a three-day taste of normal Red 
Sea experience. Even the astro navigation had proved ordinary. 
Sun shots were very unreliable but a round of stars at dawn 
each day gave good coincidence and we were able to fix our 
position regularly with confident accuracy. However far we sail 
in future we shall never again enjoy such extraordinary good 
luck. Perhaps it was because we were stupid to attempt the 
Red Sea with such an unweatherly rig as a gaff schooner, for it 
is well known that the sea looks after fools as well as drunks 
and children. 

The documentation for a canal transit is necessarily com-
plicated but our agents, Wm. Stapledon and Sons, were a model 
of efficiency and all the officials we met were cheerful and co-
operative. On the morning of the second day after arriving 
we took a pilot and set off up the Canal in the wake of a north-
bound convoy. The convoy halted in the Bitter Lake but we 
were allowed to proceed independently and reached Lake 
Timsah, the halfway stage, at sunset. We encountered no diffi-
culty with the steamer traffic from either direction but it seemed 
a bit alarming at first to pass close alongside 17,000 tons of 
tanker at a combined closing speed of some 13 knots. Our 
pilot was a cheerful little man who insisted on steering the 
whole way. " Why don't you go to sleep," he said, " All the 
other English yachtsmen I have piloted always sleep all the 
way." At the Suez Canal Yacht Club at Ismalia we were 
most regally entertained. The club facilities were made avail-
able to us and we were sumptuously dined by the members. 
Here we said goodbye to Svea, which was wintering in the 
Canal, but we took aboard two of her crew who had decided to 
hitch a lift with us to Europe. 

The next day we finished the transit of the Canal and 
fetched up at a comfortable berth at the Port Said Yacht Club. 
Port Said was a mistake, for we would have been better off 
clearing directly from Ismalia. The port is oriented around 
normal shipping and does not know what to do with a small 
yacht. We received big ship treatment and had a policeman 
on deck and two coastguards alongside in a dinghy. We found 
the security and customs regulations tedious and had difficulty 
in locating any proper yacht chandlery. Everything was expen-
sive, for instance, the customs charge on a bundle of laundry 
was over £2, and we were not allowed to land it ourselves. 
The officials we met were all very helpful, it was just that the 
port rules existed and no one seemed to have authority to scale 
them down to meet our needs. We were glad to get to sea 
on 25th November and happier still to find a fresh north-
easter outside, so we set off westwards in high hopes of reaching 
home for Christmas. 

Our passage to Malta was almost routine. There was a 
sense of anti-climax about and a distinct end-of-term feeling. 
Our task was made much easier by the increase in watch-
keepers from Svea, and life was very pleasant. Each day the 
sun shone brightly, but there was a chilly nip in the air, and 
at night the watchkeepers wrapped up in full oilies, just like 
sailing in Europe. The winds obligingly stayed out on the 
quarter between north-east and south-east and we averaged 
better than 100 miles a day. 

We sailed north of the rhumb line to keep clear of shipping, 
for off Damietta, on the first night out, we had rather a close 
shave. A big liner coming fast from the west was clearing our 
bows to starboard by a comfortable margin when she suddenly, 
some two miles off, altered course towards us. This was too 
close for comfort, so we luffed up hard on the wind and called 
her up on the lamp. Obligingly she stopped her engines and 
sHd down our port side, towering above us, only some 100 
yards or so clear. Thereafter we watched all shipping with 
special care, for there was nearly always something in sight 
so busy is this ancient sea. 

On the eighth day, we were some 200 miles short of Malta 
when the weather began to thicken up. An unusual high 
swell set in from the south and the glass began to tumble. We 
were about to experience our first circular depression for over 
three years. It was quite an old familiar feeling. The wiijd 
veered into the south-west and increased steadily. By the early 
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Write Of tefephone to: 
C o n t r o l l e r of 
C r e d i t Services, 
N A A F I , London, S.E. I I 
T e l . RELiance 1200 
E x t . 757 

As well as in GERMANY, GIBRALTAR. SINGAPORE, MALAYA or HONG KONG 
Lower hire-purchase charges than are usually obtainable (at present 61 per cent per annum). 
Deposit of 20 per cent—25 per ccnt if the price includes Purchase Tax—of the total you want 
Naafi to advance (although in some cases a higher deposit is required). 
Up to three years in which to pay off the balance. 
Free life cover where all arrangements, including comprehensive car insurance, arc effected 
through Naafi. This means that no further instalments are payable in the event of death. 
Cost of first year's comprehensive insurance premium on the car can be included. 
For those going abroad, protection, at exceptionally low rates, against three-quarters of 
the liability for Purchase Tax and Import Duty in the event of premature repatriation. For many 
popular makes of car the rates are £4 for British cars and £9 for foreign cars. 
Naafi Will Finance 
• Purchase of the car and any extras and accessories 
• Comprehensive insurance premium on the car for the first year 
• Purchase Tax and Import Duty cover 
• Reasonable freight charges and transit insurance in most cases if you are posted and 

the car has to be transferred before you have finished paying the instahnents 
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hours of the morning we were close hauled, smashing into a 
rising sea and not making much progress with the wind up to 
Force 7. T h e sea got rougher and it was very wet, but at 
dawn we had the rare experience of sailing past a hove-to 
tanker. Pointing firmly towards North Africa, she was steaming 
very slowly looking straight into the seas. Shortly afterwards, 
the cold front cams through and the wind veered and 
strengthened. We gave it best as the sea was now quite rough 
and hove-to ourselves under a single headsail with the helm 
lashed to weather. For twenty-four hours she looked after her-
self, making a square drift at about I5 knots, so we aU caught 
up on sleep. Only a steamer watch was maintained on deck, 
armed with our trusty Aldis lamp, but he had nothing to alarm 
him. We logged this blow at Force 8 to 9, and it put up a 
fine big sea, reminiscent of the North Atlantic, but nothing 
really solid came on deck. Eventually the wind took off and the 
sea moderated, so, setting all plain sail, we let draw on the 
final leg of the passage. At dawn on the eleventh day we had 
Malta lights on the bow and entered port at breakfast time. 

Malta is designed for yachtsmen. A safe harbour from any 
wind that blows, and a tideless condition so that you step 
ashore dryshod straight off your ship. Everyone understands 
small sailing ships but what a pity the chandlery service is 
virtually non-existent. W e were able to buy some top quality 
varnish, the first in a very long time, but precious little else, 
and this in a port wintering a big fleet of largish sailing craft. 
Some scope here for a bright individual perhaps. Once again 
we were made much of and wined and dined by good friends 
ashore, our every need being most attentively cared for. We 
moved ashore into the Garrison f i l i n g Club to unaccustomed 
comfort. It is almost embarassirig to receive such hospitality 
in every port, because duty-free gin seems such a poor return. 

Our concern now was to pretty-up the ship before returning 
her to her owner, but the weather took a hand. We had several 
days of rain and two little gales, so it began to look as though 
the season was really breaking up for the winter. Finally, on 
the morning of 15th December, the work was finished and the 
ship looked splendid. There was nothing fearsome in the 
Met forecast, trough conditions and fresh headwinds all the 
way, but it was only six hundred miles to go and we would 
surely make that after coming so far. We cleared port at noon 
bound for Toulon or bust! Unfortunately, we busted. 

By midnight we were tucked up under the south-east tip of 
Sicily, hove-to on the starboard tack in a horrible lump of a 
sea and a genuine Force 8 westerly blow. Malta radio was 
gloomily forecasting severe gale-force winds, a high swell and a 
rough sea, and how right they were. For another twenty-four 
hours we drifted eastwards until the wind let up a little and, 
under shortened sail, we set about taking back what we had lost. 
A slow and painful business it turned out to be, for we could 
not show much sail to the weather and the short seas stopped 
the ship from getting into any sort of a stride. It was a 
full three days before we got back to where we had started 
from. Since we had to be back in England by ist January, 
we now had only eleven days left in which to finish the voyage, 
and every forecast suggested continuing foul conditions. Re-
luctantly we reached the inescapable conclusion that we could 
not complete in time and so sadly course was altered back to 
Malta. 

The light was going as we closed Valetta that evening and 
a monstrous sea was running. Conditions at the harbour 
entrance were not encouraging to an approach in darkness and 
so, two miles off, once again we tucked our head under a wing 
and waited for daylight. Soon the wind was moaning through 
the rigging as our old arch enemy returned in force from the 
north-west and the shore lights grew smaller and dimmer as 
we fell away eastwards. This time it really blew in earnest 
and for two and-a-half days we could do nothing with it. A t 
times we had to recover all sail as the wind exceeded all our 
previous experience. During the worst of it the sea flattened 
out and everywhere turned to a froth of milky whiteness. It 
was impossible to look into the wind or tell where the spume 
ended and the sea began. T h e rigging set up an unearthly 
deafening shriek which was more unnerving than either the 
wind or the sea. I am told this describes wind Force 11, 
but we logged it at a conservative Force 9 and were glad when 
these super squalls passed by. In the main, the ship felt com-
fortable, but for one awkward period of twelve hours or so 
the sea broke aboard fairly regularly each time with a thunder-
ous roar. T h e biggest of these shifted the doghouse and we 
had visions of another Venue XXXV experience. We were re-
luctant to stream warps and turn away from it, which repre-
sents the ultimate in defence, because that was not the way 

we wanted to go and we had only some 300 miles of sea room 
or about 50 hours of running before piling up on the African 
coast. But all bad things come to an end, and at last at noon 
on 2ist December, we were able to face up to the task of 
taking back some 200 lost miles. 

I have one imperishable memory of this storm. A t about 
02.00 hours one morning when it was blowing very hard, a 
steamer of some 10,000 tons passed close by us, steaming 
slowly straight into the weather. A kindly deck officer came 
out on to the wing of his bridge to call us up on the lamp and 
enquire if all was well. As we replied, his ship was bathed in 
the harsh white light of our lamp, for she was only a short 
distance away. I saw a sea break over her bows and move, in a 
solid sheet of white spray, horizontally along the deck. When 
it reached the bridge house, it burst upwards and enveloped the 
funnel. Perhaps it was blowing harder than Force 9. 

It took four days to get back, and in that time twice more 
we were driven to heaving-to again as little secondaries came 
through, but finally, in darkness, we closed the southern tip 
of Malta. Visibility was poor and as a deliberate impish act 
of navigation, we closed the unlit Outer Munxar Rock buoy. 
When we had run our distance we looked for it with the 
Aldis and there it was 30 yards away to port, so we had our 
fix. A bit stupid perhaps, but we were on a course open 
of all danger by a wide margin. 

It was just after midnight on Christmas Eve when we spoke 
the signalling station and entered Marsamxett Harbour with 
the voyage finished at what we considered to be a qualified 
failure. T h e owner was very generous when he arrived a few 
days later. T h e ship, he said, was in wonderful condition. 
He had asked for a port in the Mediterranean and Malta was 
surely there, and a fine place in which to winter, but it was not 
quite what we had set out to achieve. 

We looked our last at the ship we had come to respect and 
then off to the airport for the plane home. London Airport at 
02.00 hours on 29th December was a runway of packed snow. 
It was snowing heavily. Fifteen hours later, having bid fare-
well to my gallant crew, I finished the journey home on foot in 
knee-deep snow drifts. As I turned the final bend in the road 
my fancy turned to an old familiar vision—a vision of sun-
kissed sparkling seas. I heard the deep sea swell booming 
on the coral reef and the trade wind sighing through the palm 
trees. In my mind's eye, I saw the broad ocean stretching 
horizon wide . . . . 

Exercise "Ever Ready" 
LI E U T E N A N T G. F. Benbow, of 41st Regiment (Princess 

Louise's Kensington Regiment) T.A., and 7 O.R.s drawn 
from three other T.A. Signal Regiments, all from Eastern Com-
mand, were selected to go on Exercise " Ever-Ready." T h e 
O.R.s were Sergeant Carne, Corporal Clift and Signalman 
Gittehs (65th Regiment (Special Communications) T.A.), 

Captain Godden, Royal Australian Signals and Lieutenant Benbow 
Royal Signals T.A. on a recce in the jungle 
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Corporal King, Corporal Gravener and Lance-Corporal Brazier 
(44th (Home Counties) Regiment, T.A.), and Lance-Corporal 
T h o m e (45th (East Anglian) Regiment, T.A.). 

A great deal of national and other publicity was attached to 
the exercise in order to increase recruiting. Mr. Profumo him-
self was at R.A.F. Station, Lyneham, to watch the departure 
of the " Ever-Readies." A hundred men went to Singapore 
and a hundred went to Hong Kong. T h e eight personnel com-
prising the Royal Signals element were attached to 208 
( C O M W E L ) Squadron Infantry Brigade Group in Terendak 
Camp, Malacca, Malaya, to whom many thanks are due. 

The " Ever-Readies" fiew via El Adem (Libya), Aden and 
Gan (one of the Maldive Islands in the middle of the Indian 
Ocean). 

Three days were spent in the jungle maintaining a typical 
communication system for an Infantry Brigade Group, with 
British working side-by-side with Australians in the Common-
wealth unit. T h e " Ever-Readies " found conditions hard, but 
not impossible, by any means. They all sweated profusely and 
lost weight. Only one man had to be evacuated (Lance-
Corporal Thorne) and he was back feeling fit within 24 hours. 
Corporal King succeeded in getting divorced from his packs, 
and spent two nights roughing it on the side of the road 
without a mosquito net or anything. 

T w o wireless detachments were lifted by air, with the aid 
of the R.A.F., which added realism to the exercise. Sergeant 
Carne was placed in charge of " A " Troop, H.Q. (Wireless) 
for some time, which was valuable experience. 

Lieutenant Benbow saw some of the local wild animal life. 
During a recce at night with Captain Godden (Royal 
Australian Signals) they came across a 12ft. python lying over 
the track in front of them. Owing to the steep slopes each 
side, it was impracticable to go round the python and the only 
thing to do was to move it. Throwing gravel at it proved use-
less, and finally, a well-aimed stone which caught it " amid-
ships," annoyed it intensely. T h e python reared up, turned, 
hissed and started to go towards Captain Godden, but changed 
its mind and slunk off into the " ulu " (jungle). Not content 
with that. Lieutenant Benbow had a poisonous viper go over 
his jungle boot the next day and three scorpions in the tent. 

Other military training in Malaya included loading mock-up 
aircraft. The most strenuous task was manhandling a Land 
Rover on to the top of a ramp to go round the corner into a 
Hastings, with temperature round the 70° mark. 

The " Ever-Readies " also visited the town of Malacca itself, 
an old Portuguese town, and saw night life in Singapore. 

T h e complete exercise was a great success. 

Association Notes 
A ldc r shot l l r anch 

T h e Aldershot Branch held their annual dinner on Saturday, 
27th April, an occasion which turned out to be one of the 
best social occasions held in Aldershot for many years. Among 
the distinguished guests present were the Chairman of the Royal 
Signals Association, Major-General L . de M. Thuillier and 
Mrs. Thuillier as well as Mrs. Fladgate. Under the Presidency 
of Major-General R. J. Moberly, seventy-one guests and mem-
bers of the Aldershot Branch sat down to dinner. Getting all 
seated was, in itself, an achievement and the pre-dinner gather-
ing was on a grand reunion scale. 

During the evening a speech was made by the Chairman of 
the Aldershot Branch, Mr. V. L . Goodman, who referred to 
these "annual get-togethers" as a great stimulant. But it 
was youth, he said, that they now looked to to take over the 
Branches and keep them going. 

General Thuillier replied to the toast of " T h e Royal Signals 
Association" and in his very interesting speech he surveyed 
the present-day problems facing the Association and gave some 
interesting sidelights on the activities and welfare work of the 
Association. 

Also in attendance was quite a large detachment from the 
Royal Signals staff at the Royal Military Academy, Sandhurst, 
led by Major and Mrs. W. G. Neilson. T h e following were 
among those attending: 

W . O II and Mrs. E. Summers, Staff Sergeant (Y. of S.) and 
Mrs. P. Brown, W.O.II D. Wood, Staff Sergeant R. Simmons, 
B.E.M.J Sergeant R. Breeze, Sergeant and Mrs. L . Waumsley, 
Sergeant and Mrs. R. Styles, Sergeant and Mrs. R. Barton, 
Sergeant and Mrs. L . Speight. 

T o them we are very thankful for a very colourful show. 

The list of those present included many familiar names 
such as Mr. Jimmy Emblem, Mr. " D o l l y " Gray, Mr. Joe 
Cotterell and Mr. Arthur Atkinson and wife, Captain and 
Mrs. W. G. Chesters, Mr. Bert Hockling and wife, Mr. Harry 
Stevens (late Sarafand and ist Divisional Signals). We also wel-
comed to our midst, now living in Farnham, Brigadier and 
Mrs. W. G. Tucker and Major and Mrs. Warren. These are 
new to us here in Aldershot and we hope they will make their 
stay permanent. 

Colonel J. H. E. Panton, Brigadier and Mrs. F. J. Allen, Mr. 
F. Adams, Major W . West, Major and Mrs. D . Gardiner, 
Sergeant Wilson, Staff Sergeant and Mrs. Pichard, Mr. E. N. 
Bridger, Mr. and Mrs. C. K . lent and Major and Mrs. 
Thornton were all very welcome supporters of this occasion— 
to name some that come to mind. Croydon Branch also sent 
a contingent and we were glad to see amongst them Captain 
and Mrs. Hunneyball, Captain and Mrs. Way, Lieutenant-
Colonel and Mrs. Gould. Their presence was much appreciated 
at what was a first-class evening. 

.S4»ITTIIAAIl>TON A N D I t l K T I I i r T l l l tANC l I 
17(h Ai inual lltMiiiioii D inner 

Seventy-five serving and ex-members of the Corps had an 
enjoyable evening at Blighmont T . A . Centre on Saturday, 
18th May. Over half of this number were wartime members of 
43 Divisional Signals, who make the Southampton Branch 
annual dinner their reunion too. 

T h e Southampton Branch are delighted to act as " hosts" 
to these adopted members, and welcome each year regular 
attenders from places as far apart as Plymouth, Wolverhampton, 
Cardiff and London. 

Some of the new faces this year included Colonel John 
Collins from War Office, Jim Dark from Cardiff, Nobby 
Alford and Norman West. 

T h e Sheriff of Southampton, Alderman R. H. Pugh, M.A., 
a wartime Gunner and Combined Operations Officer, in pro-
posing the toast of the Association said: " It is the duty of 
each generation to defend the country and to look after its 
children and their future. It seems that each generation in this 
country has had a war to fight." He said it was the duty 
of everyone to do some voluntary service and referred to the 
valuable benevolent work that this voluntary Royal Signals 
Association Branch performed. 

Replying to the toast, the General Secretary, Brigadier P. 
M. P. Hobson, D.S.O., making his debut at the Southampton 
Branch, said it was essential to swell the number of Associa-
tion members. He was pleased to report that the interest of 
the men in the Corps and those who were just leaving 
regular service, but he added: " We must retain the interest 
of the older members." 

Names from left to right: Mr. J. C. Blake, Major Martin, Major W . C. 
Loveless, Brigadier A. L. Atkinson, Lieutenant-Colonel H. 
Oxborough, Alderman R. H. Pugh, Major J. A. Taylor, Brigadier 

P. M. P. Hobson (hidden), Mr. L. W . Illingsworth 
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Lieutenant-Colonel H. Oxborough, President of the South-
ampton Branch, proposed the toast of " The Visitors." Brigadier 
A. L. Atkinson, O.B.E.. Chief Signal Officer, Southern Com-
mand, in his reply, outlined the activities in the Corps today. 
He also referred to the Corps links with Southampton, with 
its two T.A. Signal Squadrons, and called on the Association 
members to recommend suitable young men into the Corps, 
where the T.A. or Sergeant Derek Collins, Southampton Signals 
Recruiter, would gladly receive them. 

Major John Taylor, T.D., Chairman of the Branch, thanked 
all those attending and also thanked the dinner organisers. 
Major W. C. Loveless, T.D., the Hon. Treasurer, Mr. Fred 
Griffiths, and the Hon. Secretary, Mr. L. Illingsworth. 

Welfare Section 
Instead of the usual description of cases from the 
files of the Welfare Section given each month, in 
this issue we publish below extracts from a few of 
the letters received by the Welfare Section during 

the first week in June. 

" I wish to express my appreciation of your most kind under-
standing and your generous help. This has indeed taken quite 

{Continued at top of next column) 

Royal Signals Association and Benevolent Fund 
The following subscriptions were most gratefully received during May, 

1963: 

School of Signals (Wives' C lub) 
n t h Regiment 
n t h Regiment (Warrant Officers' and Sergeants' Mess) ... 
24th Regiment (Warrant Officers' and Sergeants' Mess) ... 
14th Regiment ( l Squadron) 
14th Regiment (2 Squadron) 
30th Regiment 
216 Squadron (Para Brigade Group) 
243 Squadron 
M . E . S . / S . R . D . E 
School of Artillery (Signals Wing) 
43rd (W.X.) Regiment, T . A 
57th Regiment, T . A . 
63rd Regiment, T . A . 
H.Q. A . E . R . Royal Signals 
R . M . A . S . (Signals Communications Wing) 
School of Infantry (Tactical Wing) 
209 Squadron (Infantry Brigade Group) 
227 Squadron ( A . L . C . F . E . ) 
80th Regiment A . E . R . (3 Squadron) 
53rd (Welsh) Regiment, T . A 
53rd (Welsh) Regiment, T . A . (Warrant Officers' and Sergean 

Junior 'Tradesmen's Regimental Troop, Scottish Command 
632 Troop (Hebrides) 
i6th Regiment 
602 Troop (Special Communications) 
9th Regiment 
235 Squadron ( C O M C A N ) 
H.Q. Allied Forces Northern Europe 
War Office ( A . G . l l ) 
Bath and District Branch 
Birmingham Branch 
R. J. Willers 
C . R. Bellamy-Wood 
J. Wadge 
L . E . Dobing 
R. M . A . Jones 
H. R. W . Marsh (Deed of Covenant) 
V . E. Deamon 
R. W . C . Reeves 
E. T . Parkes 
F. F. West 
J. N . B. Penny 
T . W . Vigers 
R. G . Coates 
J. O. Buchanan 
H. M . Kirkaldy 
J. G . Hopkins 

Total Receipts 

Expenditure during May, 1963 
( I n c l u d e s : — R e n t and Rates; Beds and Bedding; 

Furniture; Cots and Prams; General Assistance). 

Analysis of Cases'.— 
Widows and dependants 7 
Released and discharged soldiers 42 

£ s . d . 
20 6 9 
28 12 6 

5 0 0 
1 12 6 

10 0 0 
3 2 6 

20 0 0 
2 1 9 3 
2 9 6 

7 0 
9 0 

8 0 0 
I 5 0 

7 6 
3 18 0 

5 6 

4 6 
7 17 6 
3 1 3 0 
I 1 7 6 
7 1 5 0 

10 16 0 
1 5 0 
2 0 0 

3 0 10 8 
I I 1 3 0 

4 I S 0 
3 16 0 
I 10 0 
I 0 0 
5 5 0 
5 5 0 

I 6 
3 6 
I 0 

I 0 0 
10 0 

1 0 0 0 
7 6 
s 0 

5 0 
6 0 

10 0 
2 2 0 

10 0 
10 0 
10 0 

I 0 0 

£226 19 8 

£548 3 6 

Total cases assisted 

30 Cases of Soldiers who served during the 1939/45 War 
19 Cases of Soldiers who did not serve during the War ... 

4 9 

. . . £ 3 4 5 5 8 

... £202 17 10 

a lot of worry off my mind, and, as you will no doubt under-
stand, words are very hard to find to say just how much this 
means. We really do appreciate the help you have given us, 
I didn't think people were so kind." 

* * * 

" I cannot express myself on paper as to how I feel for all 
you have done for me, for knowing today I can now pay coal, 
gas and light, I am so much better." 

* * * 

" I wish to thank you and the Association for the help it has 
given. I think like many others I left the Forces with feelings 
akin to animosity and found, after a period of hard work and 
frustration, that the team spirit which we accepted so spon-
taneously in the Cbrps was on a different level in civilian life. 
The reason I attempt to explain this is because your letter 
did a terrific amount of good to my mind, because it gave me 
the feeling of being a member again of a team, and finally I 
wish to thank you again and the Association." 

* * * 

" I am overwhelmed by both your generosity and also that of 
S.S.A.F.A. Things have been made so much easier by the 
knowledge that so many people are thinking of us." 

* * * 

" I am writing to thank you on behalf of my husband. He 
was delighted with THE WIRES. I think he has read them over 
and over again, and the other gifts were just fine." 

Careers and Opportunities 
The appointments listed below form a very small 
fraction of all the introductions to " Jobs" which 
are available. Always, prospective employers want 
more candidates than the Association can offer. 

52 (Lowland) Signal Regiment 
Administrative Officer required in the 52 (Lowland) Signal 

Regiment (T.A.) for Service with 321 Squadron, T.A. Centre, 
Paisley Road, Barrhead. 

The selected candidate will be commissioned to the rank 
of d^ptain on consolidated rates of pay. Applicants most suited 
in the post will be ex-Service Officers up to 42 years of age. 
Starting salary will be £995, rising to £1,085 a year, after six 
years' service. Allowances can be claimed. Tenure of appoint-
ment will be three years in the first instance. 

Apply in writing to the Commanding Officer 52 (Lowland) 
Signal Regiment (T.A.), 21, Jardine Street, Glasgow, N.W. 

Ex-Officers, Royal Signals 
Experienced officers, ex-Royal Signals, are required in the 

T.A. to fill vacancies for Captain and Subalterns. Require-
ments are physical fitness and resident within 30 miles of 
Chiswick, as well as knowledge of Royal Signals working. 
Applicants please apply to Officer Commanding, 316 Signal 
Squadron (T.A.), T.A. (Centre, Stamford Brook Avenue, London, 
W.6. Drill nights are held on Tuesdays and Thursdays, 
should applicants wish to call personally. Telephone number 
is Riverside 8944. 

War Department Constabulary 
Vacancies occur periodically in the Force for Warrant Officers 

and Senior N.C.O.s who are about to leave the service. 
Application should be submitted in accordance with A C I 264/61. 

Telecom Operators 
Operators are required for employment in the London area. 

These posts are permanent and pensionable after an initial 
probationary period. 

Salary according to Whitley Council Scales. 
Apply in writing to O.C., 605 Signal Troop, Beavers Lane 

Camp, Hounslow, Middlesex. 

Messrs. Thomas Cook and Sons, Travel Agents, 
45, Berkeley Square, London, W. i . 

Vacancies exist for Messengers. Permanent positions. 
Pensionable. Good salary, 42-hour week. Up to 50 years of 
age. Applications should be made direct to Thomas Cook & 
Sons, at the above address, marked for attention of Mr. Little, 
and mentioning Royal Signals Association. 
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b y a p p o i n t m e n t t o h e r m a j e s t y t h e q u e e n 

g o l d s m i t h s & c r o w n j e w e l l e r s , 

g a r r a r d & c o . l t d . 

R O Y A L SIGNALS 
9 ct. gold and enamel 

Home £7.5.0 
Export £6.5.0 

R O Y A L SIGNALS 
9 ct. gold and enamel 

Home £6.7.6 
Export £5.10.0 

GARRARD & CO. LTD. 

THE BADGE OF YOUR CORPS 

In gold and enamel or set wi th 

precious stones, a badge brooch is 

a gi f t of lasting charm. Here 

is a piece of jewel lery which is 

always appropriate and always 

in perfect taste. W r i t e n o w for 

details to our military department 

Crown Jewellers 

1 1 2 R E G E N T S T R E E T L O N D O N . W . 1 
Telephone: R E G E N T 7020 (11 lines) 

Phone Phone 
DAY NIGHT 

3369 ^ ^ 2070 
Sales and Service 

WEST END GARAGE 
21-23 VICTORIA ROAD 

RICHMOND 

YORKSHIRE 

24 Hour Break-down Service 

AH Types of Cars Serviced and 
Overhauled 

Coach Work and Respraying 

Estimates given Free 

B.M.C. AUSTIN R.A.C. 

BATES 
Matter & Military Cap Manufacturer 

21a JERiVIY^ STREET , LO\DON, S . W . I 
Tel. REGent 2722 One minute from Piccadilly Circus 

Specia l is ts in R e g i m e n t a l C a p s f o r 

ROYAL S IGNALS 
a n d t o m a n y o t h e r C o r p s a n d R e g i m e n t s 

' B a t e s " lightweight khaki S.D. Cap is made to one 
finest quality only, and at a most reasonable price. 

We have no second quality cap. 
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R AC A L COMMUN/CA TIONS 

Due to the expansion of services to our customers, 
the following vacancy has arisen:— 

ASSISTANT INSTRUCTOR 
The successful candidate wi l l be required to train customers' 
technicians on all features of RACAL communications equip-
ment and instruments and be prepared to travel overseas 
on occasions. He must also be capable of carrying out 
customers' liaison duties. 
Experience in operating and servicing high grade HF radio 
equipment and in instructing on both the theory and prac-
tical handling of such equipment essential. 
Relevant HM Forces experience wi l l be considered an asset. 

Application enclosing brief details of qualifications 
and experience and present salary to:— 

PERSONNEL MANAGER 

RACAL ELECTRONICS LIMITED 

Western Road Bracknell Berks 

Housing available 

for married men 

* # • 

Contributory 

superannuation scheme 

* * # 

OFFICIALLY APPOINTED 
REGIMENTAL TAILORS TO THE 
ROYAL CORPS OF SIGNALS 

OUR REPRESENTATIVE REGULARLY 
ATTENDS CATTERICK CAMP OR ANY 
OTHER ROYAL SIGNALS MESS 
BY APPOINTMENT 

Established 1895 

Military Tailors 
by appointment 

The Royal Military Academy 
from 1902 to 1939 

By appointment t o : - Royal Artillery, 
Royal Engineers, Royal Electrical and 

Mechanical Engineers, Royal Army Medical Corps, 
Royal Army Service Corps. 

Tel. Victoria 
3 4 3 4 

4 0 L O N D O N R O A D , CAMBERLEY 

117 VICTORIA STREET, LONDON, S.W.I. 



Over a Century of Service 

1853-1963 
IN PRINT 
L i k e the Services, we also have a long tradition to 

uphold , at the same time, again l ike the Services, 

taking advantage of scientific progress in this age 

of mechanisat ion; yet mamtaining, through a 

special department, a personal and helpful l ink 

wi th Service Editors , w h o m w e are ever wi l l ing to 

advise and assist in the production of their journals. 

F.J.PARSONSITD 
Lennox House, Norfolk Street, W.C.2 • Temple Bar 6591 

Works: Observer Buildings, Hastiogs • Hastings 1157 

Widely Known 

Throughout the Services 
H a w k e s have supplied Service u n i f o r m and 
equipment for nearly t w o hundred years. But 
they are equally well k n o w n as civilian tailors, 
modern in their methods, while traditional in 
their spirit. H a w k e s Department for Immediate 
W e a r is the natural resort of men w h o wish to 
maintain the Savile R o w standard without 
undue strain on their pocket . 

• LOUNGE SUITS FROM £22/0/0 
• OVERCOATS FROM 19 GNS. 
• SPORTS JACKETS FROM II GNS. 

ALL UNIFORMS A N D SERVICE 
EQUIPMENT SUPPLIED 

For Bespoke Tailoring, patterns and prices will 
be gladly supplied on request 

Uawkes of Savile Row 
Regimental Tailors and Outfitters 

EstaMished 1771 
1 SAVILE ROW, W.l 
(Telephone: REGent 0186) 

12a LONDON RD., CAMBERLEY 
(Telephone: Camberley 829) 

R E G U L A T I O N PATTERN 

R O Y A L S I G N A L S 
S T A B L E BELTS 
L i g h t B l u a / N a v y / G r a e n , r a t i o 3 : 1 : 3 t w o l a a t h a r t t r a p t , t w a 
b u c k l a i . 

Home — 10/- each plus lOd. post 
Abroad—9/- each plus lOd. post 

Wal l Shields T x 6' Royal Signals ... 
Blazer Badges " Superior " 
" Quali ty" Car Badges 
Silk Ties Royal Signals 
Pace Sticks 
Sergeants full size Regimental Walking 
Canes, Malacca, Ball, Pear or Thimble Cap, 
Crested 

Export 

30/-
42/. 
38/. 
15/. 

109/6 

51/4 
41/4 

Flashes embroidered to special designs. 

Ties made specially to any design. 

Miniature Medals 

ERNEST GOODRICH 
Specialist in the supply of Militarf Requisites 

EVESHAM HOUSE, C O M M O N ROAD, 
CLAYGATE, SURREY 
Telephone : ESHER 3705 

P r o d u M d for the Pub l l i han , THE SIGNALS ASSOCIAT ION OF T H E R O Y A L CORPS OF SIGNALS, Chel tenham Terrace, Chelsea, London, S.W.3 
(Telephone SLOane 3'477) by C O M B I N E D SERVICE PUBLICATIONS, LTD. , 67/68 Jermyn Street , St. James's, London, S .W. I 
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J 
ARMIES NOW USE T H E 

M ILITARY MAN PACK SET 
n r 

T h e HF156 manpack transmitter/receiver is a tough reliable portable set selected 
by the British Army for active service in all climates. It's robust, fully sealed 
and entirely self-contained. 

Six crystal controlled channels, extreme simplicity of operation and exceptional 
range on voice and C W are some of the many features proved in 
world-wide active service by fourteen armies. 

BRITISH COMMUNICATIONS CORPORATION LTD NEASDEN LONDON NW10 Tel: DOLIis Htll 8511 Cables: Britcom London 

BRITISH COMMUHICATIONS COSPOKATION I I M I T I B 



An entire-divisiona 
communication centre 
on two wheels! 

Here is a communication centre that is 
both highly mobile and fully automatic. 
Its nucleus is an Elliott 920 
Digital Computer—a truly remarkable 
example of electronic ingenuity, 
having all the speed and flexibility 
of a larger system, yet occupying 
only 4 cubic feet of space. 
It handles all reading, storing, analysing 
and routing of messages completely 
automatically. Only one man is needed 
to perform supervisory control. 
Full details of this unique system ^ 
are available on request. 

EIL IOTT Telecommunications uivisK 
ELLIOTT BROTHERS (LONDON) LTD 
Elstree Way, Borehamwood, Herts. ELStree 2040 

A Member of the Elliott-Automation Group 
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Annual Reunion and Princess Royal Day 

Catterick Camp, 29th and 30th June. 

Once again the annual gathering of old friends and comrades at Catterick 
Camp has come and gone. This year's dominant memory will be of R A I N . 
Yes, 1963 must go down in history as the year it really rained. For too long 
we have got away with it. In 1961, when H.R.H. T h e Princess Royal 
honoured us with her presence, the elements frowned but relented, to a 
certain degree, in deference to the importance of the occasion. This year 
we received our lesson in full measure—thousands of gallons of it. 

T h e playing of Retreat just scraped through with lowering skies and 
one of Catterick's icier " summer " winds. T h e ceremony was at its usual 
high standard and an innovation was the participation of our Junior Leaders 
Band and Corps of Drums. T h e precision of their performance was a 
delight to see. Saturday evening took its normal course and all the guests 
were received and entertained with that warm hospitality special to the 
home of the Corps. Sunday morning saw a good turn-out for Church 
Parade after a well attended Annual General Meeting. Rain threatened in 
every direction and St. Martin's was reached as the first drops began to fall. 

. , , A s usual the Service was one of beauty and dignity set off by the floral 
^dteorations and the fine music of choir, organ and Band. A moving sermon 

brought home to those present the true significance of the spirit that animates 
an occasion such as this. 

T h e skies had by now opened wide and were giving of their best. T h e 
March Past and all the outdoor events planned for the rest of the day had 
to be cancelled in the ensuing deluge. As in past years an excellent lunch 
was served and an appreciative audience then attended a concert in the 
Baghdad Gymnasium—and what a fine concert it turned out to be. Al l 
too often the Corps Band plays at social occasions where their music 
merely forms a background to chatter. On this wet afternoon they were 
listened to with rapt attention and the high quality of their playing became 
vividly apparent to all present. T h e afternoon was also enlivened by the 
spirited performance of the Junior Leaders' Pipers and Dancers—the two 
ladies who sat next to the big drummer will testify to this. Altogether this 
was one of the best wet Sunday afternoons Catterick has ever known. 

And so they dispersed and the 1963 Reunion was over but, rain or no 
rain, the spirit which animates this weekend was there as strong as ever. 
Al l of the very large number who made the journey to Catterick were 
particularly conscious of the deep disappointment that must have been 
caused to the many who laboured so hard only to see their efforts spoilt by 
rain. T h e y have, our sincere sympathy and our thanks for what we know 
would have been a first-class show—what remained certainly was. 
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Fourth of a Series 

Direct to You! 
from 

THE OFFICER i/c RECORDS 
THE INSPECTOR OF TRADE TRAINING 

These articles are planned to help you advance yourself both in rank and trade training. 

>lior<> Traiiiiiifl Tips for Tradesmen 
r p H R O U G H O U T these articles you have been urged to have 
J - a go for your class II or class I rating, and in the June 

article you were advised to do as much revision work as possible 
before attending your upgrading course. This is easy for us to 
say, but how does it appear to you? You probably have a copy 
of your old trade training notes, issued at Catterick when you 
were on your basic course, but they are largely out of date. 
Where, therefore, will you find the up-to-date material to read 
and study? It is the aim of this article to give you a lead. Space 
prevents us listing every text book for every class of every trade 
but at least we can give you an idea of what is available, and 
where to look. 

Your first move is to find out what you need to know. Turn 
up your trade test summary in Regulations for'-Army Trades 
and Employments 1962. Note the 1962; they, have just been 
re-issued and although there aren't many changes,.you ought to 
be up-to-date. These Regulations are ayailablp in, all Regiments 
and independent Squadrons. ' 

No more need be said about skills than" 'has already been 
stated in previous articles. Distinct standards are laid down in 
the summaries for each class of ,,Mch„4rade, and unless you 
qualify at these standards you will not 'be upgraded. So this is 
your top priority. ' ' ' " 

The next thing to understatid is that almost every bit of 
instructional material used in. upgrading courses is contained in 
an official publication somewhere; true, a few local Catterick 
precis are the only inspiration for some teaching, but they are 
very few. You may be certain, therefore, that teaching material 
is available if only you can find it. Where should you look? 
An invaluable document for finding out what Royal Signals 
training pamphlets exist is the Royal Signals Reference Manual. 
Your Troop or Squadron Commander vidll almost certainly 
have a copy and you will probably be surprised at the complete-
ness of the list. While looking at the Manual, spare a glance 
for the rest of its contents. A tremendous amount of information 
is packed into its 400 odd pages. 

A general word here about film-strips would be useful. A 
strip exists for almost every major item of signal equipment, 
and they are all listed in the War Office Film and Filmstrip 
Catalogue (make sure it is amended up to date), so if you need 
pictures and diagrams of an equipment which is not held in 
your Unit, the answer is a film-strip. 

Arc you an Opuralor? If you are, then no doubt you 
are an expert at operating your equipment, but are you expert 
enough for class II or I? Check in the Users Handbook that 
your drills are correct, and do you know all the ancilla^ equip-
ment, the more complex items of the harness gear for instance? 
All the operating drills are given in the Handbooks as well as 
Servicing, General Data and a Brief Technical Description. 
This Technical Description is needed for your theory work at 
class I. As a good operator, if you are going to get the best out 
of your equipment, you must know what goes on inside it. 
While a Class II should know the broad principles of operation 
of A M and F M transmitters and receivers as given in Signal 
Training All Arms Pamphlets 3, and Chapters 2 and 3 of 
Pamphlet 4, a Class I should understand the block ^agiams 
contained in the individual Handbooks. Aerials, now officially 
called antennae, should not be overlooked either; Signal Training 
Volume II pamphlet No. 2 refers. 

Still dealing with operators, there are procedures to brush-up 
on. You are bound to know the more normal procedures, but 

how about Rebroadcast, Interservice Working and the less 
commonly used procedures? Both Voice and Telegraph pro-
cedure are taught straight from the Signal Training All Aims 
Pamphlets 5 and 7. And Tape Relay? Your bible is the Allied 
Communication Publication No. 127—^there's a new one just 
published. Finally, Comcen Ops should study Signal Training 
Volume VIII Pamphlet No. I in detail. 

Itadio Ue laymeu. What applies to operators about 
equipment applies to you too; study your User Handbooks. For 
circuit engineering you need Signal Engineering Instructions. 
You don't need the full content of these, so use your , common-
sense to extract the essentials from Systems R D O 3 (C41 and 
A C T I + 4), Systems RPO i (Map Survey of Radio Relay 
Routes) and System R X O i (Procedure). 

Linemen and ( 'able Jointers. Your choice also is for 
Signal Engineering Instructions. Construction, C T O i , 2, 3 
and 4, Installation, C T O i and 2, and Systems C U O i cover all 
the U G cable work in addition to indoor wiring and line testing. 
New instructions on Cable Balancing and SWS Project Planning 
are due for issue shortly and will be of interest to potential 
class I. The Signal Training Pamphlets in Volume IV arc 
slightly out of date but not enough to matter. Numbers 2, 3 
and 4 cover most of what you need; the All Arms Pamphlet 3 
is again the basis for theory. 

.Staff UporalorN and DIerkN Technical. Most of 
your teaching is taken from current regulations and ACIs, and 
the new edition of Staff Duties in the Field should not be 
forgotten. The best advice to both your trades is to revise all 
the latest accounting and documentation procedures that your 
trade test summary makes you responsible for. 

draughtsmen. Without neatness and acciuracy you will 
not get your class II. There is very little written work for you 
to read up other than symbols contained in Staff Dudes in the 
Field and Royal Signals Reference Manual. You should practice 
all the drawings, letterings, and layout demanded in the Trade 
Test Summary, and get someone with a critical eye to assess 
your work for you. Additionally, if you have a rating as Staff 
Operator you should aim to keep up-to-date in that trade also. 

Drivers . Can you do a commentary drive and have you 
studied the principles of driving, laid down in the Metropolitan 
Police H M S O publication " Roadcraft "? You should study the 
current Vehicle Service System, and read up the relevant sec-
tions of Signal Training Volume VIII Pamphlet i for SDS 
procedures. Although not a mechanic you are expected to 
know how your vehicle works and you will find this out from 
Mechanical Vehicle Training Volumes I and II. 

Electrician Dr ivers . Your trade training notes issued 
at basic training are still up-to-date and you should use them 
for revision. User Handbooks will give you adequate detail On 
individual charging equipments, and don't ignore the driving 
aspect mentioned above. 

(Continued on page 268) 
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TechnicinnM. In previous articles you have been advised 
to study for City and Guilds, and nothing better can be offered 
here. Details are available through your Education Centre. An 
alternative course is CREI/2, costing £1, and also available 
through the Educational Scheme; but if you are going to do a 
correspondence course (which is what we recommend) why not 
make it City and Guilds? If for any reason you are unable or 
unwilling to take a correspondence course, then the following 
text books are recommended for your study: —Mathematics of 
Telecommunications, Volumes I and II, by Spooner and Grin-
stead; Radio, Volumes I, II and III, by Tucker and Wilkinson; 
Telecommunications Principles in M K S Units, by Renton. But 
theory work alone is not enough; however much theoretical 
knowledge you have, it is no good unless you can apply it 
practically to the efficient and speedy repair of Army equip-
ments. Having acquired the basic knowledge, your best plan 
is to study individual EMERs in association with practical work 
on the equipments themselves. 

d p l m r iiiid .SptM'ial Oprra lorN are beyond the scope 
of this article but some of the references quoted for other trades 
will be of use to you. 

• 

The Inspector of Trade Training has realised the need for a 
series of documents listing exactly what should be taught to 
each class of each trade, naming all the pamphlets where the 
information is to be found. Known as Interpretation and 
Reference Sheets, these will be issued shortly and will provide 
you with the information you need for private study. In the 
meantime, the above should be useful to you, to help you along 
with the good work. 

Only one course starts in February, 1964, at the Training 
Brigade: — 

D R I V E R R O Y A L S I G N A L S U P G R A D I N G C L A S S I I TO I 
SERIAL N O . 5 4TH F E B R U A R Y , 1964-3RD A P R I L , 1964. 

Footnote: T o Officers and Senior N.C.O.s faced with plan-
ning a course for the first time, see Signal Training (All Arms) 
Pamphlet No. 9 chapter 2. 

Exchange of Greetings 
The following exchange of signals has taken place: 

From Director of Signals, Australian Military Forces, 
T o Signal Officer-in-Chief: 

" For Signal Officer-in-Chief from Director of 
Signals A M F . I and all ranks of Royal Australian 
Corps of Signals offer congratulations to you and 
all ranks of Royal Signals on the occasion of your 

• 43rd anniversary on 28th June. We remain very 
conscious of our strong ties with your Corps and 
look forward to continuing our close relationship 
with mutual understanding, respect and friend-
ship. 

From Signal Officer-in-Chief 
" For Director of Signals A M F from Signal Officer-

in-Chief. I and all ranks of Royal Signals are 
very grateful for kind congratulations from you 
and all ranks Royal Australian Corps of Signals 
on our 43rd anniversary. We are proud of our 
close links with your Corps which continue to be 
strengthened by such messages as yours. My 
sincere thanks and very best wishes for the future." 

To Individual Subscribers 

r p H E only way to be certain of receiving your 
WIRE correctly addressed is to be sure and let 

us know changes in your address, rank and such-like, 
as they occur. 

We try to operate a detective service, but it is 
fallible! 

Hitfp Pross 

Corps Shooting Success at Bisley 
News has just come through that a Corps team composed of 

Major G. A. S. Exell (Ministry of Aviation), Lieutenant D. H. 
Insall (21st Regiment), Corporal W. Bell (30th Regiment) and 
Corporal R. Wade ( n t h Regiment) have won the Cheylesmore 
Cup. This is a falling plate competition with a run up of 300 
yards to the 200 yards firing point from where the plates are 
taken on. 

In successive heats the Corps team beat such first-class 
opponents as the Queen's Royal Rifles, The Prince of Wales Own 
Yorkshire Regiment, the Small Arms School Corps, the 2nd 
K.E.O. Gurkha Rifles and the Royal Marines, Plymouth. 

The Editor has no doubt that the congratulations of the 
Corps go to all concerned in this splendid win. 

A Call to all Rugby Players and their 
Commanding Officers 

The results of Corps Rugby Football matches during 
the past few seasons have not been good. With a view 
to finding good players and getting them together 
early on next season a short players' course is being 
held from including Friday, 13th September, to 
including Monday, i6th September. 

By kind perm'ssion of Colonel J. P. North, O.B.E., 
it will be held at the Army Apprentices School, 
Harrogate, and the syllabus will include coaching, 
lectures on the laws and tactics, and games against 
local clubs. 

Known players will be approached directly but all 
Commanding Officers and Unit Rugby Officers in 
U.K. who know of the existence of good players in 
their Unit who could be made available for all or any 
part of this course are asked to communicate with : 

Lieutenant-Colonel C. E. Tonry, Royal Signals, 
8th Signal Regiment, 

Catterick Camp. 
or 

Capta'n J. N. Taylor, Royal Signals, 
Army Apprentices' School, 

Harrogate. 

Accommodation, transport, etc., will be provided 
for anyone attending, and full joining instructions will 
be sent directly to individuals. 

Recommended Reading 
P A G E S 

Hong Kong 270-273 

Royal Signals Window at St. George's 
Church, Dhekelia, the Cuffe wedding, 
and two viewpoints about Brunei ... 278-279 

Army Apprentices' Spectacular Athletics ... 280-281 

" Drake's Drum." (It might have been you). 285 

Hitch-Hiking with skill and two weeks in 
Turkey 286 

Desert Island Discs with a Difference ... 301-302 

Royal Signals Association Annual General 
Meeting 309-311 
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THE ASSOCIATION OF SERVICE NEWSPAPERS ADVERTISEMENT PAGES, 
6 7 / 6 8 JERMYN STREET, ST. JAMES'S, S .V / . l . TEL. W H I T E H A L L 2504 

J A C O B ' S 

CREAM CRACKERS 

Enjoy Smedleyls 

the best canned 

Smedley's 
6 f i s h ' f i n c e r s ' 

and frozen foods 
S M E D L E Y ' S , W H Y T E L E A F E , S U R R E Y 

8^63—1 Prinlod in Great Brirain 

THE GIRL WHO KNOWS WHAT SHE LIKES 
...WHO GETS WHAT SHE LIKES...ALWAYS 
ASKS FOR GORDON'S BY NAME 

Gordons 
Stands Supreme 

. . . MADE FROM 100% GRAIN SPIRIT 

SUPPLEMENT No. 1 - P A G E ONE 



THE ASSOCIATION OF SERVICE NEWSPAPERS ADVERTISEMENT PAGES, 
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S e n i o r S e r v i c e S a t e s ^ 

B y A p p o i n t m e n t t o H e r M a j e s t y t h e Q u e e n S c o t c h W h i s k y D i s t i l l e r s , J o h n W a l k e r & S o n s L t d . 

G O O D O L D 

Johnnie Walker 
T H E S C O T C H OF S C O T C H 

Johnnie Walker is the Scotch of Scotch. Y o u ' l l find it 

everywhere, in the friendly square bottle, smooth, 

mel low, great-hearted. Enjoy it everywhere, at home 

or away — Good old Johnnie Walker. 

BORN 1820—still going strong 
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A Tribute by Brigadier G. C. Wickens, C.B., C.B.E., T.D., D.L. 
The death occurred on 2nd June of Lieutenant-Colonel 

Donald MacGregor, M.B.E., D.C.M., T.D., of Royal Signals at his 
home, II, Dukes Meadow, Stapleford, Cambridge, and the 
following tribute has been written by Brigadier G. C. Wickens, 
C.B., C.B.E., T.D., D.L. Brigadier Wickens writes: 

" It is difficult to express adequately in writing the memories 
of a friend with whom I served in World War II when he was 
commanding one of the Anti-Aircraft Divisional Signals. In 
the Anti-Aircraft Command there was constant change as the 
Command developed to three A.A. Corps of twelve A.A. 
Divisions with, at that time, the unique formation of ' Mixed 
Units ' which included A.T.S. and later the re-organisation into 
A.A. Groups. T o the Signals work involved MacGregor gave 
that steady loyal service which characterised his whole attitude 
to life. 

" In expressing deep sympathy to Mrs. MacGregor and family 
I trust that they may be granted strength. 

" During his career in the Post Office he was Postmaster of 
Cambridge, subsequently of Preston and was also Public 
Relations Officer for the Post Office in Scotland. 

" His service to his country was outstanding both in war and 
peace." 

M R . II. n «>T I IEKI IAM 

It is with regret that THE WIRE announces the death of Mr. 
Harry Rotherham at the comparatively early age of 48. He was 
Chairman of the Sheffield Branch of the Royal Signals Associa-
tion for many years and was indefatigable in his work and 
efforts in all spheres connected with the Association. THE WIRE 
wishes to extend deep sympathy to his family and is privileged 
to publish the following tribute to his work and character by 
Mr. E. Taylor, who was closely associated with Mr. Rotherham 
for many years as Secretary of the Sheffield Branch. 

Mr. Taylor writes: " It was a great shock to all of us in 
Sheffield who knew Harry Rotherham to hear of the death of 
his only son, Brian, on the 19th May (as reported in the June 
WIRE. How much greater then was the shock to learn that 
Harry Rotherham died on the ist July in hospital. He was only 
48, but he had been a sick man for years. 

I have only known Harry since about 1948, but I know that 
he was in the Motor Cycle Display Team about 1937 or '38. He 
was a D.R. Sergeant during the last war, but was, I believe, 
released on medical grounds. 

For many years he was Chairman of the Sheffield Branch 
and one of the highlights of the year for him was his visit to 
Catterick for the Reunion. 

During Harry's chairmanship, I was Branch Secretary and I 
often wished for a few more members like him, because then, 
the Branch would not, I am sure, have had to close down. I 
remember when, following one of his frequent spells in hospital, 
he was discharged on the day of the monthly meeting. He 
persuaded a friend of his with a car to take him to the meeting! 

The Corps and the Association were Harry's great loves. 
They will both be the poorer by his passing." 

MII.S. I^IMABT «:ITKTIS 

The Editor has received the following from Colonel A. M. 
Griffiths, O.B.E., of the British Army Staff, Washington, D.C. 

" It is with deep regret that we record the death of Mrs. 
Lihan Curtis, so well known as Lily to all those members of 
the Royal Corps of Signals who have visited the U.S.A. 

Lily has been the Secretary to the G.S.O.i , Signals, British 
Army Staff, Washington, since 1953, and has done much to 
make each successive generation welcome. As such, she was 
both advisor and helper. She was most knowledgeable on 
Corps matters and felt herself a member of our Corps. 

We will miss Lily—who was always the first to read THE 
W I R E . " 

THE WIRE also wishes to express its sincere regrets at the 
passing of Mrs. Curtis. Many of the Corps visiting Washington 
will remember her with affection for her never failing help. 

her all-pervading friendliness and her deep interest in all matters 
concerning the Corps. For those wishing to write, the address 
of her next-of-kin, her husband, is Mr. Maurice Curtis, 3508, 
Everton Street, Silver Spring, Maryland, U.S.A. 

. S I C N A L M A N K . II . I.KEC.II 

He served in 254 Squadron (Aden) from the 17th September, 
1962, until his untimely death, in his 29th year, in the Yeman 
Border incident of 23rd June, 1963. At the time of his death 
he was performing the duties of driver-operator with the rear 
link detachment accompanying an Adventure Training Detach-
ment from H.Q., Middle East. It was most appropriate that 
the Annual Royal Signals Commemoration Service was held 
on the 30th June, 1963, in the Church at Speedaseer Lines, 
Aden, where Richard Leech had been a regular worshipper. 
A special prayer on his behalf was offered by the Senior 
Chaplain to the Forces, Middle East, and all ranks of the 
Corps who attended the service. 

O F F I C I A L 
C A R B A D G E 

The badge illustrated above is the only 

official car badge for Royal Signals, and Is 

obtained from the headquarters of the 

Association, Cheltenham Terrace, Chelsea, 

London, S .W.3 . P r i c e £ l : I S t O 

W e understand an unauthorised copy is on 

sale at some retail shops at £2 : 1 0 : 0 
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The Wire 

Visits 

R o ^ A C j S i g n n U 

Hong Kong 

Number Please 

In t roduct ion . . . 

AS Hong K o n g is a must for tourists and an eagerly sought 
after posting by Service folk we thought a reasonably in-

formative article about the Colony might be of some value. 
In the hope that it will be of general interest to everyone, 

and of particular interest to any reader who may be fortunate 
enough to be joining Royal Signals Hong K o n g at some future 
date, this article is intended to give some useful background 
to life in the Colony—interspersed with frank impressions of 
Hong K o n g as seen through the eyes of some of our present 
military residents. 

I M P R E S S I O N S O F H O N K K O N G (i) 

A Senior RT.C.O. 
There is a general impression that Hong K o n g is a holiday 

idyll, but we are not tourists—we live and work here, so let us 
put the picture into focus. 

Providing communications 24 hours a day, with maintenance 
and new projects, keeps everybody fully employed! 

Barring typhoon, temperature, drought and humidity, there is 
yet another hazard. In areas like Hong K o n g Island and K o w -
loon, bursting at the seams with a greater population each year, 
there is constant expansion, new buildings going up in place of 
old—road after road being widened. Roads and pavements 
disintegrate with disturbing speed, and " Danger—Men at 
W o r k " signs appear in their place. One day later our U . G . 
cables are found lacerated with pick and shovel. D o you wonder 
why we peer with a morbid curiosity at every excavation. 

On the lighter side, one can have a " d a y at the sea-side" 
every day. Beaches are plentiful, and easily reached. If you 
couldn't swim before you came to the Colony, you'll be able 
to when you leave—these beaches and the blue water are 
irresistible. 

Night life? Plenty, but the (European) night life here is 
geared to the tourist standard of living. It is there when one 
wants it, but " when " depends on the Paymaster—and you! 

Histor ica l B a c k g r o u n d 
Early in the eighteenth century British trade with Canton via 

the Pearl River was started but, to the Chinaman, the European 
was a " red " barbarian who was only allowed to stay in China 
during the limited trading season. This state of affairs con-
tinued until about 1839 when the island of Hong K o n g on the 
east side of the Pearl River estuary was taken over from the 
few pirates who lived there and used as a " p i e d a terre." 
T h e most likely translation of the name Hong K o n g is not 
' Fragrant Harbour ' as is often supposed, but ' Sweet Water,' 
and refers to the supply of clear, sweet water available from 
the island, and not to the harbour where the fragrance is often 
a little strong. In 1841 the island was formally occupied and in 
1843 ceded under treaty to the British Crown. Since then it has 
thrived and prospered continuously and in these first two years 
the population rose from 5,000 to 20,000. In 1861 Kowloon 
and Stonecutters Island were ceded and the population together 
with Island increases now totalled a third of a million. In 
1898 the land to the north of the Kowloon peninsula, knovni as 
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the N e w Territories, and the off-shore islands were leased to 
the Crovm for 99 years. A t the start of the Japanese attacks in 
1937 the influx of refugees started and by 1939 the population 
was over a million and a half. After the Japanese occupation it 
had dropped to half a million. From then until now it has 
increased to three and a half million—half as many again as 
the population of N e w Zealand. This population, of course, 
could not be supported without a thriving industry and the 
last few years has seen such a growth in light industry in Hong 
K o n g that the entrepot trade now only accounts for half of the 
monetary transaction in the colony as against virtually all of it. 

Housing this mass of people is of course a tremendous problem 
and in spite of strenuous efforts by the Government many 
thousands still live in appalling conditions in squatter areas. 
Hong Kong, therefore, remains a land of extreme contrasts, 
from luxury hotels and skyscraper blocks of modern flats to the 
pitiful squalor of overcrowded shacks and sampans. 

T h e population is very mixed due to successive influxes of 
refugees, but are mainly Cantonese, a wide-spread race from 
Southern China; Hakkars, the original migratory people from 
Northern China who now form the peasant population of most 
of Southern China and the Pacific, and finally the Dankah, the 
boat people, perhaps the most law-abiding people in the world. 
This may well come from the self-discipline necessary in housing 
a family of ten in a 2o-foot sampan. 

I M P R E S S I O N S O F H O N G K O N G (II) 

A Hong K o n g So ld ier 
We belong to Hong Kong. In order to carry out our duty 

properly, we are required to be skilful and possess a special 
technique. Nearly everyone of us owns a trade, which means 
trade p w . 

British and Hong K o n g Signalmen work together in the 
Squadron. T h e largest party is the linemen. 

W e are very busy in summer because of the stormy and 
rainy weather which causes damage on the telephone lines. 

W e are quite fit and strong for our work because we have 
regular life living in barracks. There is time for us to get up 
and time for us to go to bed, which is good for our health. 

T h e members of the H.K.O.R.s living in barracks are all 
active, happy and single youngsters. Every day after duty we 
have entertainments like games of chess, ma-jong, billiards or 
listening to music from radio or watching the T V show. Some 
keen young men go to the evening school to better themselves 
in knowledge. 

W e like the Squadron. We are glad to serve in it because 
there are chances for us to be better trained and educated. 

Oeograpfaical 
T h e Colony lies about one-third of the way around the world 

from U.K. , on the Tropic of Cancer, and some 1400 miles N.E. 
of Singapore. T h e greater part of the population lives in the 
twin cities of Victoria, on the north shores of the island of Hong 
K o n g and Kowloon on a peninsula on the mainland. Steamer 
ferries link the two cities across the harbour. Outside of these 
skyscraper-cluttered urban areas, the terrain is rugged, hilly 

T H E W I R E , A U G U S T 1 9 6 3 



Marching Gurkhas—The foot contingent of 246 Signal Squadron on the Queen's Birthday Parade 

and scrub or tree-covered where it has not been cleared for 
cultivation by methods thousands of years old. T h e colony is 
small, about thirty miles from its northermost limit to the most 
southerly ix>int of territorial water, and hardly wider. T h e 
people are industrious and work long hours for little pay very 
cheerfully either in the fields or the cities. 

T h e climate is a strange mixture with a cool, dry and most 
pleasant winter and a hot, humid and normally very wet summer. 
Typhoons are an annual hazard in the summer months and 
Typhoon Wanda of last year is still a vivid memory to all who 
experienced it. 

Because of the small area and the lack of any rivers within 
the bounds of the colony, fresh water is always a problem. 
Throughout the diy winter months strict rationing is enforced 
and water is supplied only for three or four hours daily. Last 
year a drought until September made the situation serious. This 
year a similar drought has made the situation desperate. Water 
is now supplied only for four hours every fourth day. Ambitious 
plans are in hand to deal with the problem and this year a 
reservoir has been completed that will increase the Colony's 
capacity by half as much again and within a few years it is 
planned to complete a reservoir which will treble the holding. 

I M P R E S S I O N S O F H O N G H O N G (III) 

A Soldier ' s W i f e 
T h e main problem is boredom. It is wonderful to be relieved 

of the drudgery of housework, but it does leave you with a 
great deal of spare time, and unless you can find some absorbing 
outside hobby, you can feel unsettled. During the long, hot 
summer months, a full time job can prove exacting. 

Nearly all the quarters here are flats—^huge blocks of six or 
more storeys. T h e rooms are big and airy, and very easy to 
keep clean. T h e furniture leaves much to be desired, but on 
the whole accommodation is good. T h e only draw-back being 
the fact that there are inany children in a small area, and 
playing space is very limited. 

Food is a problem—it is expensive, lacking in variety and 
nothing " tastes " the same, and you find yourself longing for 
the fresh food available " b a c k home." 

Children's clothes are very cheap; it gets surprisingly cold 
during the winter months. 

Once you get used to the noise and the many varied smells, 
and crowds of people, you will enjoy your stay in Hong Kong. 

Hong K o n g is a shopper's paradise with countless alleys and 
back street markets in which to haggle over prices, and the 
cheongsam of course is the national dress of Chinese women, but 
many wear European clothes and the shift dress is becoming very 
popular. 

Catching a bus in this colony requires skill, strength and 
stiletto heels. 

Getting off again is just as difiicult. If you happen to have 
a child with j'ou at the time, it is a real problem. 

The J o b 
There are three formations in Hong K o n g of which H.Q. 

Land Forces is the senior and is located on Hong K o n g Island. 
It has incorporated in it H.Q. Royal Signals, which co-ordinates 
the Signals effort in the Colony. T h e requirements of H.Q.L.F. 
are met by 252 Squadron who range from higher formation 
signalling on the C O M C A N network and on permanent under-
ground cable systems to divisional type radio networks forward. 

T h e second formation is H.Q. Hong K o n g and Kowloon 
Garrison based in Kowloon. 253 Squac&on provides the radio 
and line communications for Garrison H.Q. and is also respon-
sible for all the underground cable system in Kowloon and the 
N e w Territories. 

H.Q. 48 Gurkha Brigade Group, based in the plains of the 
N e w Territories, is the third formation in the Colony. T h e 
Brigade is well supported by 246 (Gurkha) Squadron. 

A feature of military communications in the Colony is the 
extent of the S.W.S. underground cables, of which there are 
now some 660 miles, and the problems involved in trying to 

(Left); Administrative Inspection. The Chief of Staff inspects 252 Signal Squadron. (Right): The present staff of H.Q. Royal Signals, Hong Kong 
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Officers, N.CO.s and other Ranks leaving the 

Regular Army are invited to apply to 47 Signal 

Regiment (Mx. Yeo.) T.A., 'G' Block, Duke of 

York's H.Q., Chelsea, S.W.3 for details of part-

time service in the Territorial Army. 

keep them free of damage from the armies of bulldozers and 
pick-axe wielding coolies involved in the never-ending road 
and building construction work in Hong Kong. We do not 
always win and we cannot compete with ships dragging their 
anchors across submarine cable routes in heavy weather. 

In a military community such as Hong Kong the spirit of 
unification and Joint Service Support is very marked and 
relations with the Royal Navy and the Royal Air Force are 
close and mutually profitable. 

Our ties with H.M.S. Hermes are of course very cordial, 
which was perhaps as well when during her last visit to Hong 
Kong a small boy, who had been in Hong Kong long enough to 
know the jobs allotted to his age group on small boats, went 
aboard the carrier and immediately confronted the Captain with 
the question, " W h o has to bail this one out?" 

The training cycle in Hong Kong is of .course geared to the 
weather, the winter is therefore the collective (and intensive) 
training season whilst the rather hot and steamy summer is 
used largely for individual training.-

We are delighted to report that the Corps influence in Hong 
Kong extends well outside the Signal units here and posts long 
held by other illustrious arms are now filled by officers of our 
Corps. The appointments of the Commander, Hong Kong and 
Kowloon Garrison, and the M.A. to Commander British Forces 
are both filled by Royal Signals Officers for the first time in 
history. 

Additionally, the Quartermaster at the Transit Camp and 
the Adjutant of the A.A.C. Recce Flight are also members of the 
Corps. 
^pWe are also fortunate enough to have the Rev. Patrick Ren-
nison (lately of Catterick), who must surely have a strong claim 
to be the Corps Padre, as the Assistant Chaplain General 
in Hong Kong. 

IMPRESSIONS OF H O N G K O N G (IV) 

Solilicr who has keen th^re rather long 
.From October to March the weather is similar to an English 

summer without the rain. 
Financially, Hong Kong has two classes. If there were a 

middle class the British soldier would probably qualify. 
There are some beautiful Chinese hostesses. T o be enter-

tained by these enchanting creatures, one has to purchase a 
small ' coke' for the extortionate price of five dollars. She will 
then sit and talk to you in broken English for ten to twenty 
minutes. I am very happy to report the buying of these drinks is 
strictly a tourist occupation. 

I personally will be glad of a change—three years is enough 
for anyone. 

w 
CORPS CRESTED ASH TRAY 

Available from Royal Signals Association. 

Plain glass, 41in. square, Corps Crest, in gold. 

Price 4s. 6d., including postage. 

Suitable especially for souvenir gifts and for 
personal use. 

.Sport and Pastimes 
In most areas where the Army serves the colour of mourning 

is black. In Hong Kong it is white. The colour for danger is 
red. Red is Hong Kong's lucky colour. With this background it 
is easy to accept that cricket and tennis are winter games and 
six-a-side hockey is played in the summer. T o be honest most 
games are played in the winter from September to April. May 
to August is generally considered too hot for soccer, rugger and 
all the manly games. Instead we indulge in the lunatic fringe 
game of " Round the Colony " race and " Round the Island " 
Walkathon. The former is organised by 48 Brigade and is held 
in May. It is a straightforward test of stamina visiting various 
inaccessible points in the Colony mainly on foot against the 
clock. Clearly this is a Gurkha game over Hong Kong's hilly 
terrain and the Gurkha Squadron did particularly well this 
year. Royal Signals muster less than a hundred British ranks so 
that in the soccer, hockey and cricket field we make no great 
showing, usually appearing in the middle of the league tables. 

The shining spots are where smaller numbers of players are 
required or in games that are well known to the H K O R who 
excels at basketball. 

Nowhere in Hong Kong can one get away from the sea; 
not that anyone wants to—especially in the hot weather—but 
obviously with all that amount of water around the place one 
is going to get wet very often. The two British/Chinese 
Squadrons have flourishing sailing clubs and provide a steady 
stream of visitors to the beaches with which the Colony abounds. 

In the past two years a great interest has grown in water ski-
ing. 252 Squadron has a ski boat from the G.O.C.'s Welfare 
Fund and it seems as if the infection will spread to 253. Aqua-
lunging has not yet fully caught on but a number of Squadron 
members own aqua lung kits. 

The sea dominates the other major pastime of the Colony^— 
camping. There are a number of accessible islands, often with 
their own supply of water which make a fine camping site and 
" get away from it a l l " holiday. Squadron camps are a regular 
feature of life. 

In the winter there is horse racing on Hong Kong Island and 
dog racing at Macau. Macau is on the other bank of the Pearl 
River estuary and a 50-mile steamer journey from Hong Kong. 
It has a gambling casino and a quiet peaceful atmosphere; a 
great contrast to the bustle of Hong Kong. 

Tailpicce 
If you believe all the over-glamorised literature produced for 

the rich globs-trotting tourist you will be disappointed in Hong 
Kong. If you take a balanced view and accept the inevitable 
disadvantage of a small tropical community and, at the same 
time, take full advantage of all the amenities it has to offer to 
Service people, you and your family will enjoy life in the Colony. 

Hong Kong has something for everyone and is still one of 
the best and most interesting postings the Army has to offer. 

Have you finished please ! 
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... and here 

is the rest 

of the 

news from 

Hong Kong— 

in pictures 

I . M A and CBF R o v e r — M a j o r T ighe M A to C B F and CBF O p e r a t o r C o r p o r a l B r o w n w i t h t h e Genera l 's L a n d r o v e r . 2. Cables a t Tsun W a n — C o r p o r a l 
keeps a close w a t c h on cables a t a road w iden ing in the N e w T e r r i t o r i e s . 3. Chinese C h o w — W . O . I I Ch in T i n Loy instructs Sergeant A r m i t a g e in 
t h e handl ing of chopsticks under M a j o r W i n g ' s cr i t ical eye. A. Sue and C o r p o r a l Brenda W a l s h — S u e is t h e daughter of W . O . I I Curley» 252 Signal 
Squadron and enjoys her s w i m m i n g . 5. 253 Signal Squadron Junk—Sai l ing in P o r t She l te r c rewed in the easy posture hy S igna lman Rooke and Lance-
C o r p o r a l For tune . 6. Squadron Speed B o a t — C o r p o r a l N a n c a r r o t and C o r p o r a l M a u r e e n O'Shaughnessy w i t h 252 Signal Squadron Ski Boat . 
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London Gazette 
R E G U L A R A R M Y 

Capt. (Q.M.) R. F. Thirkell to be Maj. (Q.M.), 5th June, 1963. 
Maj. G. F. M. Pike retires, 2i8t May, 1963. 
The undermentioned 2nd-Lts. to be Lts., 22nd June, 1963: 

P. B. Webster G. O. Fulton 
Graham P. R. Brewis 
McD, Edgar P. C. Bums 

Vl. S. Louden R. C. Etheridge 
2nd.-Lt. J. W. M . Thorlby resigns his comm., 22nd June, 1963-
Capt. (Tfc. Offr.) W. A. Lavers to be Maj. (Tfc. Offr.), 20th March, 1963. 
2nd-Lt. D. Hunt confirmed in his appointment as 2nd-Lt., 7th Jan., 1963. 
Maj. B. Roskrow retires ist July, 1963, 
Capt. J. E. Benjamin retires ist June, 1963. 

S H O R T SERVICE C O M M I S S I O N S 
Capt. (Q.M.) A. Morrison to be Maj. (Q.M.), 6th Jime, 1963. 
Lt. T . McKin to be Capt., ist July, 1962. 
The undermentioned Lts. to be Capts., ist April, 1962: 

M . A . Best W. R. Mayne 
A. J. Field L. W. Moran 

W.O.I S. G. Pavey to be Lt. (Q.M.), 22nd May, 1963. 
The undermentioned Lts. to be Capts. on the dates shown: 

R. S. Rowland, ist April, 1962. 
A . L . Watson, ist April, 1962. 
A. L . Gilhooly, 25th July, 1962. 
D. G. May, 6th May, 1963. 

Maj. (Q.M.) W. J. Robinson, m.b.b., retires, ist July, 1963. 

A R M Y E M E R G E N C Y RESERVE 
Lt. D. Wilde to be Capt., 2nd May, 1963. 
S Sgt. I. G . Morris to be Lt. (T.O.T.) 8th May, 1963. 
Lt. R. P. Solbe resigns his comm., 15th May, 1963. 

T E R R I T O R I A L A R M Y 
Capt. (Actg. Maj.) W. A. Spence to be Marj., 9th June, 1963. 
Capt. (Actg. Maj.) P. N. Darley, t .d., to be Maj., 12th June, 1963. 
Capt. C . Oliver to be Maj., 12th May, 1963. 
Capt. B. E. Day granted actg. rank of Maj., ist November, 1962. 
Capt. J. Duff granted actg. rank of Maj., 12th May, 1963. 
Capt. N. B. D. Corby from T.A.R.O. to be Capt., 2nd May, 1963. 
Lt. S. F. Holness from Res. of Offrs. to be Lt., 6th May, 1963. 
Capt. R. Iliffe to be Maj., ist May, 1963. 
Capt. I. L . Whitworth from T.A.R.O. to be Capt., ist May, 1963. 
Lt. M. M. Allmond to be Lt., n t h May, 1963. 
Maj. F. Dymond retires, 31st March, 1963. 
Capt. C. D. Burgess from T.A.R.O. to be Capt., loth June, 1963. 
Lt. (Actg. Capt.) P. R. Lewin to be Capt., 5th June, 1963. 
2nd-Lt. C. G. Taylor to be Lt., 29th June, 1963. 
2nd-Lt. T . Farrell to be Lt., 29th June, 1963. 
2nd-Lt. P. A . Crane to be Lt., 29th June, 1963. 
Maj. L . D . Proctor, T.D., retires, 3rd July, 1963. 
Lt. R. E. Springbelt from T . A . N.S. List to be Lt., ist April, 1963. 
Capt. P. G. Law, t .d., to be Maj., 9th September, 1962. 

Movements—Oitieers 
From isth July to 

Major P. Ashlin 
Captain B. F. Allen 
Major A. A. G. Anderson 
Major J. S. Agar 
Major D. H. Baynham, G.M 
Lieutenant (T.O.T.) D. A. Bowden ... 
Lieutenant T . D. Burton 
Major B. A . Beattie 
Major (T.O.T.) J. Bewley 
Captain M. O. N. Bird 
Lieutenant-Colonel J. N. Boyland 
Major J. N. Congdon 
Captain H. A. Cuerden 
Lieutenant C. J. Crow 
Major (Q.M.) E. W. G. Cole ... 
Captain P. S. Davis 
Major A. H. Dennis 
Major A. A. Dacre 
Lieutenant G . M. Finney ... 
Major J. A. H. K. Findlater ... 

Major E. M. Fox 
Major (Q.M.) T . W. Grigg ... 
Captain F. Grant 
Lieutenant J. P. Goldney 

Major M . S. Gordon-Jones ... 
Captain M. V. Keeling 
Major R. G. Jones 
Major W. T . MacFarlane 

Lieutenant R. J. L . Middleton 
Captain T . J. Moynan 
Lieutenant D. F. Malone 
Major D. F. Oakley 
Lieutenant (Q.M.) S. G. Pavey 
Major R. C. Pringle 
Major G. Proudman 

141/1 August, 1963 
T o 606 Troop 
„ 7th Regiment 
„ 252 Squadron 
,, Federation Army Sig. Squadron, 
„ n t h Regiment (J.S.S.C. Course). 
„ A.A.S., Harrogate 
„ ist Regiment 
„ 61 St Regiment (T.A.) (To Cmd.) 
,, 21 St Regiment 
„ 28th Regiment 
„ School of Signals 
„ C.S.O., N.I. Comd. (Lt.-Col.) 
„ 606 Troop 
„ Federation of Malaya 
„ Admin. Comdt. Staff, Aldershot 
„ 24th Regiment 
„ 216 Squadron (Para Bde. Gp.) 
„ H.Q., Training Brigade 
„ 30th Regiment 
„• Federation of Malaya (Second-

ment) 
„ 14th Regiment 
„ 45th Regiment (T.A.) 
,, 14th Regiment 
,, Federation of Rhodesia and 

Nyasaland. 
„ 54 (E.A.) Division/District 
„ 3rd Regiment 
„ R.M.A., Sandhurst 
„ n t h Regiment (J.S.S.C. Course, 

No. 28) 
„ 2lst Regiment 
„ 24th Regiment 
„ School of Signals 
„ Federation of Malaya 
„ 13th Regiment 
„ H.Q., Aldershot District 
„ 3rd Regiment 

Lieutenant E. Pickup 
Lieutenant D. A. Pocklington ... 
Major A. G. PaTis 
Lieutenant (T.O.T.) K . V. Risby 
Major (T.O.T.) K. E. Rickard 
Major W. P. W. Robertson ... 
Major (T.O.T.) G. A. Stanley, D.c. 
Major P. J. W. Stephens 
Lieutenant (Q.M.) J. W. Sinclair 
Lieutenant (Q.M.) K . B. Bailey 
Captain W. Simpson 
Captain J. E. C. Stevens 
Lieutenant C. E. R. Storey ... 
Lieutenant R. D. K . Thompson 
Lieutenant M . J. P. Vann 
Captain (T.O.T.) R. D. WiUingale 
Lieutenant (Q.M.) R. A. Webb 

Movements — Warrant 
August, 1963 

W.O.II A. Patterson 
W.O.II R. C. Higgins 
W.O.II C . Wood 
W.O.II A. Coyne 
W.O.II C. W. Lacey 
W.O.II L. G. Humble 
W.O.II G. H. Brookes 
W.O.II H. C. Fawcett 
W.O.II O. E. A. Defazio 
W.O.II J. D. Heard 
W.O.II M. J. GUes 
W.O.II J. W. Jepson 
W.O.II G. L. Jackson 
W.O.II W. P. Smith 
W.O.II J. H. Cotton 
W.O.II J. P. Skinner 
W.O.II L . F. C . Curtis 
W.O.II P. F. Soward 
Staff Sergeant G. Hayes 
Staff Sergeant D. G. Cox 
Staff Sergeant B. G . Banyard 
Staff Sergeant C. Ridley 
Staff Sergeant A. Bramhall 
Staff Sergeant C. W. Gurden 
Staff Sergeant R. Cockcroft 
Staff Sergeant A. M. P. Howie 
Staff Sergeant P. W. G. Sweeney .. 
Staff Sergeant R. H. Jays 
A/Staff Sergeant I. H. Scott 
Sergeant R. W. Smith 
Sergeant R. Copland 
Sergeant B. J. Hayward 
Sergeant J. Hughes 
Sergeant A. H. Clark 
Sergeant C. R. Bellamy-Wood 
Sergeant H. Longbottom 
Sergeant G. Walrond 
Sergeant R. A. Heeley 
Sergeant D. C . Gorton 
Sergeant J. H. Mooody 
Sergeant P. T . Goudman 
Sergeant L . C. Kybert 
Sergeant L . T . Rowe 
Sergeant W. G. Thomas 
Sergeant B. Turner 
Sergeant R. M. Sanderson 
Sergeant E. J. McQuitty 
Sergeant B. A. Jewiss 
Sergeant J. Duncan 
Sergeant H. J. F. Brooks 
Sergeant A. S. Walton 
Sergeant N. M . Donnelly 
Sergeant J. Spiers 
Sergeant P. C. Wood 
Sergeant B. J. Symonds 
Sergeant I. F. MacPherson 
Sergeant C. A. Bridges 
Sergeant A . E. Phillips 
Sergeant R. Thompson 
Sergeant W. A. Little 
Sergeant F. P. R. Garvey 
Sergeant E. W. Delamare 
Sergeant A. H. Dicker 
Sergeant M. Jennings 
Sergeant F. Cokayne 
A/Sergeant D. B. Long 
A/Sergeant S. C. Henning 

„ n t h Regiment 
,, 2lst Regiment 
„ H.Q., A.E.R., Royal Signals 
„ 3rd Regiment 
„ Retires, 3rd September 
„ 4th Regiment 
„ 625 Troop 
„ Liverpool University O.T.C. 
„ 2nd Regiment 
„ l6th Regiment 
„ School of Signals 
,, ist Regiment 
„ 22nd Regiment 
,, 7th Regment 
,, 2nd Regiment 
„ A.A.S., Harrogate 
,, 610 Troop 

Officers and Sergeants 

To 54th Regiment (T.A.) 
238 Squadron 
School of Signals 
611 Troop 
2nd Regiment 
42nd Regiment, (T.A.) 
4th Regiment 
28th Regiment 
8th Regiment 
Junior Leaders Regiment 
47th Regiment (T.A.) 
234 Squadron 
224 Squadron 
13 th Regiment 
606 Troop 
H.Q., Far East Land Forces 
H.Q., Land Forces, Hong K o n t 
Signal Training Centre (F.E.) 
School of Signals 
School of Signals 
13th Regiment, 
ist Regiment 
19th Regiment 
l8th Regiment 
28th Regiment 
16th Regiment 
n t h Regiment 
21 St Regiment 
13th Regiment 

A.A.S. , Harrogate 
H.Q., 3 Infantry Division 
236 Squadron 
I St Regiment 
2nd Regiment 
Federal Army Signal Squadron 
204 Squadron 
610 Troop 
ist Regiment 
253 Squadron 
9th Regiment 
234 Squadron 
229 Squadron 
28th Regiment 
606 Troop 
632 Troop 
235 Squadron 
S.R.D.E., Christchurch. 
54th Regiment (T.A.) 
211 Squadron 
2nd Regiment 
13th Regiment 
232 Squadron 
606 Troop 
252 Squadron 
Army Air Corps Centre 
4th Regiment 
3rd Regiment 
3rd Regiment 
606 Troop 
School of Signals 
School of Signals 
225 Squadron 
211 Squadron 
212 Squadron 
606 Troop 
ist Regiment 
16th Regiment 

Agony. Will any members of Oakhanger Wireless Station 
during the period 1940-1945 please write to: — 

Mr. W. E. Osborne, R.H.Q. Royal Signals, Cheltenham 
Terrace, Chelsea, London, S.W.3. 

" Jock " Ternent and others want to know your whereabouts. 

Theg Only Fade Awvag 
The following Q.M.-type commissioned officers have finally 

brushed the laterite of Singapore and Malaya from their boots 
and proceeded to the United Kingdom: Major Wilf Richardson, 
Major Ted Cam, Major Lofty Moore, Major Spike Stanley, 
D.C.M. 

One hundred and thirty-four years' service goes with them. 
" Bon voyage, old timers." 
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lHarriagea 
Of zSth Regiment 
S M I T H — T W E E N E Y . — W . O . I I (S .S .M.) J. Smith, 28th Regiment, to 

Miss Rosemary Tweeney , at Reading, on l8th M a y , 1963. 
M A C K I E — E L D I N G . — C o r p o r a l B . W . Mackie, 28th Regiment, to Miss 

Shirley Elding, at Bolton, on 20th April , 1963. 
C U R T I S — H A R V E Y . — S i g n a l m a n G . W . Curtis, 28th Regiment, to Miss 

Catherine Harvey, at Falkirk, on i l t h M a y , 1963. 

Of 13th Regiment 
E L F O R D — S C O T T . — L a n c e - C o r p o r a l A . G . Eltord married to Miss Jessie 

Isabella Scott, at St. Nicholas' Church, Dalkeith, Scotland, on l8th April , 
1963. 

H O G G — P Y E . — L a n c e - C o r p o r a l W . A . Hogg to Miss Janet Alice Pye, at 
Al l Saints' Church, Cheltenham, on 15th April , 1963. 

O L I V E R — M O O R E . — S i g n a l m a n Oliver to Miss Elizabeth Ann Moore, at 
St. Robert's Church, Harrogate, on 22nd April , 1963. 

H A M I L T O N — I N N E S . — S i g n a l m a n D . Hamilton to Ethel Mary Innes, at 
St. Rufus ' Church, Kei th , on 20th April , 1963. 

HICK—LEE.—^Signalman T . J. Hick to Miss Gabrielle Margaret Lee , at 
the Registry Office, Birmingham, on 13th April , 1963. 

B A R R I C K — S C H U L T Z . — C o r p o r a l D . J. Barrick to Hannelore Schultz, 
at Konigslutter Krs . Helmstedt, on ist M a y , 1963. 

H E P W O R T H — B E N N E T T . — C o r p o r a l Peter Hepworth to Private Joan 
Bennett ( W . R . A . C . ) 262 Squadron, at St. George's Church, Dhekelia, 
on 8th July. 

Of iSth Regiment 
C H A L O N E R — D I C K I N S O N . — C o r p o r a l M . Chaloner to Miss Joan 

Dickinson, at Guisborough, Yorks. 

B U N T I N G — T A Y L O R . — S i g n a l m a n D . Bunting to Miss Sylvia Taylor , 
at Sheffield. 

H A R R I S — L I S T . — S i g n a l m a n A . Harris to Miss Glenda List, at Camber-
well, on 25th M a y . 

I S S O M — C U F F E . — G o r d o n Issom, R . A . F . , to Miss Patricia Cuf fe , 
daughter of Major and Mrs. Cuf fe , now of 259 Squadron ( C O M C A N ) , 
at the Roman Catholic Church, Episkopi, on 6th July. 

Births 
I N G L E D O W . — T o Major and Mrs . J. W . Ingledow (14th Regiment) a 

son, Mark Francis, at Stroud Maternity Hospital, on 14th June, 1963. 

Of 13th Regiment 
H A I G H . — S i g n a i m a n and Mrs. D . Haigh, a son, Andrew Christopher, 

at R . A . F . Hospital, Wegberg, on 5th June, 1963. 

M O R R I E S . — L a n c e - C o r p o r a l and Mrs. Morries, a son, Nigel Lawrence, 
at B . M . H . , Hannover, on 3rd June, 1963. 

H O G G . — S i g n a l m a n and Mrs. J. Hogg, a daughter, Pauline, at R . A . F . 
Hospital, Wegberg, on 28th April , 1963. 

W E L L I N G T O N . — ^ S i g n a l m a n and Mrs. J. E . Wellington, a daughter, 
Susan, at L e l m 134, Krs. Helmstedt, on 30th April , 1963. 

M A N N . — S i g - ' a l m a n and Mrs . J. H . 2vlann, a son, Christopher Shane, at 
30, Saville Green, Leeds 9, on 4th Apri l . 1963. 

Congratulations also, to the following, all of l6th Regiment: Sergeant 
D . H. Brown, a daughter, born 7th May; Corporal S. Longhurst, a son, 
Andrew Charles, born 28th April; Signalman R. Thompson, a daughter, 
Michele, born 23rd May; Signalman M . McKenzie . a son, Andrew, on 
loth June. T o Corporal and Mrs. Gordon, on the birth of a son; and to 
Lieutenant J. M . Curtis a'nd Mrs. Curtis, Sergeant and M r s . D . M . 
Feguson, Sergeant and Mis. D . E . Holder, Corporal and Mrs. R. Sutton 
ana Lance-Corporal and Mrs. P. John, on the birth of a daughter each, 
of 21 St Regiment. 

Deaths 
R O T H E R H A M . — H a r r y Rotherham, on is t July, at the age of 48. He 

was formerly of Roval Signals and for many years ar very active and 
valuable worker in Royal Signals Association. He was Chairman of the 
Sheffield Branch for many years. (See Obituary). 

M A C G R E G O R . — O n 2nd June, at 11 , Dukes Meadow, Stapleford, Cambs. , 
Lieutenant-Colonel Donald MacGregor , M.B.E., D.C.M., T.D. (See a tribute). 

R O B E R T S . — E x - D r i v e r J. J. Roberts, on 19th June. His service was from 
1940 until he was placed on the Reserve in 1946. During the war he 
was a prisoner-of-wax for five years. 

B R O A D B E R R Y - B R O O K E . — L a n c e - C o r p o r a l B . W . Broadberry-Brooke, of 
227 Squadron, A L F C E , died in Lariboisiere Hospital, Paris, on 29th 
June, as a result of injuries sustained in road traffic accident. 

B L A K E M O R E . — E x - D r i v e r A . Blakemore. Served in Royal Signals from 
1940-1946. He died in Birmingham on 29th June at the age of 45. Home 
address 29, Reaside Crescent, Kings Heath, Birmingham, 14. He was 
a Li fe M e m b e r of the Association and a member of the Birmingham 
Branch. 

G R U M M E T T . — S . Q . M . S . W . W . Grummett , died on 26th June. He 
served 1924-1953. and leaves a widow and three daughters. Home 
address: 105, Wiston Road, Whitehawk, Brighton, 7. 

A L L E Y N E . — S i g n a l m a n J. H . Alleyne, of 4th Regiment, died in B . A . O . R . 
on I2th July, 1953, as a result of a traffic accident. L i fe member of 
Royal Signals Association. 

L E T T I N . — S i g n a l m a n F . Lettin, of 4th Regiment, died in B . A . O . R . on 
I2th July, 1963, as a result of a traffic accident. L i fe member of 
Royal Signals Association. 

W I S E . — M r . F . Wise, an In-Pensioner of Royal Hospital, Chelsea, since 
1957, died in Queen Alexandra's Military Hospital on 14th July, aged 
76. He served in the Rifle Brigade from 1907 until 1912 and from 
then until 1927 in the Indian Signal Corps, when he joined Royal Signals, 
retiring in 1929. He was a L i f e Member of the Association since 1928. 

C R A F T . — C o r p o r a l J. F . Craft , of 28th Regiment, B . A . O . R . , died in 
B . A . O . R . , 14th July. 

H O R S L E Y - C U R R Y . — I t is with deep regret that information ha-s just 
come to hand of the tragic death of Captain Ian Horsley-Curry in a 
flying accident in Hong Kong. He was a pilot in No. 20 Recce Flight, 
Army Air Corps, when flying as a passenger with two fellow Army 
Air Corps Officers, on 25th July. He, along with the other two officers, 
was buried in the Colonial Cemetery, Hong Kong, with full military 
honours, on 29th July, 1963. Captain Horsley-Curry will be much 
missed, and our deep sympathy goes out to his mother and relatives. 

Adoption 
D U R R A N T . — S t a f f Sergeant and Mrs. Durrant, of 30th Regiment, 

Blandford C a m p , Dorset, a son, Dominic Patrick, on 20th November, 1962. 

Forthcoming Events | 
The Annual A .E .R . / f .A . Roya l Signals Officers' 

' At Home ' 
T h e above event, which was to ha-ve been held at the Hotel Majestic, 
Harrogate, on Saturday, 7th September, 1963, will not now take place. 

Itoyal Signals Institution 
41st Council Meeting, 11 a.m., Duke of York 's H.Q. , on ist October, 1963. 

It .E./K«y:i l Signals Dinner 
Catterick, on 14th November, 1963. 

n4th Meeting of Corps Committee 
R . H . Q . , Cheltenham Terrace, Chelsea, S.W.3. , on 29th November, 1963. 

Royal Signals Officers' Annual Reunion 
Will be held on Friday, 29th November, 1963, at the 41st Signal Regiment 
(Princess Louise's Kensington Regiment) T . A . Drill Hall, Hammersmith, 
W.6. Full details, with forms of application for tickets, will be distributed 
in due course to Regular, T . A . and A . E . R . units and individual members of 
the Dinner Club. A n y other officer interested should apply direct to the 
Regimental Secretary at R . H . Q . , after 15th September. 

Ex-Roys ' 9th Annual Dinner 
There are still a few seats available for Saturday, 14th September (6 p.m. 
for 7.30 p.m.) at the Victory Ex-Services' C lub , 63/79, Seymour Street, 
London, W.2. , but the booking list must close on ist September. 
Remittance at £ l a head, payable " Royal Signals Ex-Boys' Dinner " and 
crossed, to be sent to Major F . G . Strange, 9, Kidmore Road, Caversham 
Heights, Reading, to reach him by first post, Monday, 2nd September. 
U p to 30 more Ex-Boys can be accepted. Book n o w ! 

The A rmy Ar t Society 
T h e Society, which exists to encourage art in the Army and sister Services, 
is holding its 32nd Exhibition from 30th September until n t h October, 
1963, at T h e Chenil Galleries, King 's Road, Chelsea. Al l ranks of the 
Army, Royal N a v y and Royal Air Force, past and present, permanent or 
temporary, may submit works for consideration. T h e Society is an 
entirely tmofficial organisation, and for several years very successful 
exhibitions have been held in London each autumn. Service artists can 
derive more interest from their hobby by aiming at submitting works for 
the exhibitions, which also gives them an opportunity to compare their 
standard and style with others. A s the Society is non- profit making, the 
entrance and hanging fees are kept a-s low as possible. Intending exhibitors 
are invited to apply for particulars t o : T h e Honorary Secretary, T h e 
Army Art Society, W . A . Arnold, 4, West Drive Gardens, Harrow Weald, 
Middlesex. T h e Patron of the Society is H . R . H . Princess Marina, Duchess 
of Kent , and the Chairman, Field Marshal Sir Claude Auchinleck. 

Royal Signals Institution Lectures, 1963 
Tuesday, 24th September, " Joint Communications," Major-General A . M . 
W . Whistler, c.b., c .b.e. , 6 p.m., North Hall, Training Brigade, Royal 
Signals, Catterick C a m p , Yorks. 

Thursday, 26th September, " T h e Royal Canadian Signals," Major J. G . 
Berry, c .d. , b.sc. , Royal Canadian Signal Corps, 6 p.m., at Marble Hall, 
Northumberland House, W . C . 2 . 
Tuesday, 26th November, " Procurement of Signal Equipment ," Major-
General R. J. Moberly , c.b., o.b.e. , 6 p.m., at North Hall, Training Brigade, 
Royal Signals, Catterick Camp, Yorks. 

A Member may bring two guests to the above Lectures. 

(Continued on Page 276) 
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I tOYAL S IGNALS 
Touring Itaiifl 

i8th August 
i«t-7th September 
8th-2ist September 
29th September-6th October ... 

D A N D E N G A G E M E N T S 

Edinburgh 
Folkestone 
Eastbourne 
Eastbourne 

Quicksilver P rog ramme , I M4>3 
20th-29th August ... 

4th - 7th September 
12 th-14 th September 
i8th-22nd September 
25th-28th September 

ist - 3rd October 
5th - 8th October 

i i th- i6th October 

Ayr Display 
Cardiff Army Week 
Wallasey Display 
Edinburgh Display 
Aberdeen 
Dundee 
Perth 
Glasgow 

Royal Signals Golfing Socioty Fixtures, I 9 « a 
29th August 
2lst September 
25 th September 
26th and 27th September 

R.A.O.C. , at Swinley Forest 
Staff College, at Camberley Heath 
Ironsides, at Hankley Common 
September Autumn Meeting at 

Hankley Common 

Cricket 
Royal Signals v. Royal Armoured Corps at the Oval, i i t h / i 2 t h September, 
1963-

Motor Cycle Display Team 
17th August ... 

2nd-8th Sept. 
I i th-i4th Sept. 
19th Sept. ... 
2ist Sept. 

Vulcan Foundaries Sports Day at Newton-Ie-
Willows. 

Berlin Tattoo. 
Wallasey Tattoo art Wallasey. 
Thames Show at ,Thame, Oxon. 
Toe H Show at Tillicoultry. 

Promotions 

For April, March and June, 1963. 
(The following are set out in the rank sequence as the Blue Book) 

Uegimental Duty Roster 

T o W.O.I 

T o W.O.II 

T o S Sgt. 

14380635 
14390627 
14317967 
14652119 
19038018 
15002582 
7043231 

22265062 
22997760 
22525110 
22548561 
22002139 
22794678 
14475645 
22845700 
22549939 

A / W . O . I 
A / W . O . I 
A / W . O . I 
A / W . O . I 
A / W . O . I I 
S S « . 
A / W . O . I I 
Sgt. 
Sgt. 
Sgt. 
A / S Sgt. 
Sgt. 
Sgt. 
A / S Sgt. 
Sgt. 
Sgt. 

Newton, D. G. 
Leeson, W. I, 
Crich, J. 
Stephens, V. H. 
Cunion, N. W. 
Devine-Jones, L . 
Murphy, W. 

Orton, H. 
Harvey, J. 
Walton, D. R. 
Brotherton, C. R. 
Paxton, J. K . F. 
Jackson, G. E. 
Newsham, D. 
Cockcroft, R. 
Sampson, F. 

Foreman of Signals Roster 
T o W.O.I 2549287 W . O . n Nixson, J. H. 

Yeoman of Signals Roster 
T o W.O.I 19037714 A / W . O . I Finister, R. 

7430 
7440 
7450 
7460 
7470 
7480 
7490 
7500 
7510 

630 720 

160 

Chief Clerks Roster 
T o W.O.I 14712713 

22212038 
W.O.II 
W.O.II 

Carnell, D. J. 
Craig, H. 

270 
280 

470 
520 

T o S Sgt. 22204761 
22212082 

Sgt. 
Sgt. 

Perrier, L. 
Ball, E. T . 

lOIO 
1020 

1030 
890 

Signal Centre Supervisor Roster 
T o W.O.I 2549470 

6408296 
14718031 

W.O.II 
A / W . O . I 
A / W . O . I 

Burge, D. A. 
Lociie. W. H. 
Ross, J. M. 

394 
400 
410 

600 
620 
630 

T o W.O.II 2549509 
22326179 

2549005 

S S g t . 
S Sgt. 
S Sgt. 

Brooker, G. H. 
Wall, W. C. G . 
Bradley, G. P. 

1280 
1290 
1300 

500 
470 
510 

Technical Roster 
T o W.O.I 14443445 W.O.II Golding, S. H. 150 156 
T o W.O.II 2549312 S Sgt. Hawkes, K. W. E. 650 420 
T o S Sgt. 22289313 

22212056 
Sgt. 
Sgt. 

Bric'geman, J. V. 
Collins, D. B. 

1220 
1230 

970 
530 

T o Sgt. 23466363 
22776032 

Cpl. 
Cpl. 

S-ephens, R. A. 
Hyde, T . A. 

3985 
4020 

541S 
4520 

Field Roster 
22306024 Cpl. Ayre, J. H. 

I N S E R T I O N S 
Regimental Duty Roster 
T o W.O.II 2548668 W.O.II 

2325390 W.O.II 

T o S Sgt. 2754406 S Sgt. 

2549762 S Sgt. 

Technical Roster 
T o Sgt. 22307303 Sgt. 

Pearsall, R. F. 

Russell, W. F. 

Mitchell, P. 

Cowe. A. J. 

Cardey, J. H. 

3640 290 

4226 1040 
(Sig. Cen. Spvr.) 
740 670 

(W.O.I R. Duty) 
1560 2910 

(W.O.II R. Duty) 
5628 910 
(Sig. Cen. Spvr.) 

443 680 
(S Sgt. F. of S.) 

D E L E T I O N S 
Regimental Duty Roster 

W.O.I 940 
W.O.II 1210 
S Sgt. 1400 

1820 
2820 

1430 
5840 

2950 
6720 

3260 

Foreman of Signals Roster 
W.O.I 580 

<'iiief Clerks Roster 
W.O.I 150 200 

signal Centre Supervisor Roster 
W.O.I 
W.O.II 

320 
790 1130 

Technical Roster 
S S g t . 
Sgt. 

1100 
3342 

Operjiting Roster 
Sgt. 1230 2620 3950 6410 8030 8160 

Field Roster 
Sgt. 60 330 1820 2150 

Administrative Roster 
Sgt. 730 1210 1742 

M I S C E L L A N E O U S A M E N D M E N T S 
Spelling Correction 

Field Roster 
2296383 Sgt. Urvine, D . M . 2610 
Amend surname to read I R V I N E , D . M . 

Colombo Telephone Exchange 
A new telephone exchange worth £840,000 has been ordered 

from Standard Telephones and Cables Limited of London for 
Colombo, Ceylon. 

The new exchange is to be known as New Central and will 
be manufactured in New Southgate, London and Monkstown, 
Northern Ireland. It will have an initial capacity of 16,000 lines, 
with an ultimate capacity of 26,000 lines. The hub of an ex-
tensive switching network which covers some 250 square miles 
around Colombo, the New Central exchange will also become 
the focal point of the telephone system envisaged for the whole 
island of Ceylon. 

Est. 1749 Phone 2108 

W. M E T C A L F E 
The Sports Depot 

STOCKIST OF APPROVED ROYAL 
SIGNALS SPORTS CLOTHING 

CRESTED MALACCA WALKING 
CANES AND PACE STICKS 

Y O R K S . R I C I I M O N D , 
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Exercise 
Dovetail 
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OFFICERS A T T E N D I N G E X E R C I S E D O V E T A I L 
(Front Row): Lieutenant-Colanels T . Cunningham-Burley. J. E. P. Sampson. Brigadier A . F. McGiM, O.B.E. ( C o m -
mandant , School of Signals), Colonel D. R. Horsfield, O.B.E. (Chief Instructor , School of Signals), L ieutenant-
Colonels A . Lamb, M.B.E., F. M . S. W i n t e r , M.B.E. (2nd row) : M a j o r R. S. H o l b r o o k , Lieutenant-Colonels A . J. 
Jackson, A . L. D l w e l l , J. L. Akass, Ma jor J. W . Rayner. (Back row) : Majors J. A . H . K. Findlater, E. C. W . W e s t -

Watson , S. A . Frost 

S C H O O L OF SKilVAI.S 

T h e Commandant, School of Signals, hsld his annual Exercise 
" D o v e t a i l " at Catterick Camp from K)th-i2th July, 1963. 

T h e exercise is primarily for the exchange of ideas between 
the School of Signals and our Corps Representatives at the 
Arms Schools. However, as a result of increased interest in 
Joint problems the exercise now attracts representatives from 
H.M.S. Mercury and the R.A.F. as well as Army officers with 
Joint responsibilities. We were also very pleased to welcome 
representatives from the War Office, the Ministry of Defence, 
the Ministry of Aviation, Signals Research and Development 
Establishment, London Communications Electronics Security 
Agency, British Joint Communications Electronics Board, Army 
Air Transport Training and Development Centre, Army Air 
Corps Centre, and the Royal Aircraft Establishment, F a m -
borough. 

Presentations and discussions on communications in recent 
joint exercises, signal problems in air transport operations, 
ground to air communications, automatic data processing systems 
in the field Army, infantry and armoured signal problems, Hobart 
and the Brunei operations proved interesting and stimulated 
lively discussion, as did the static demonstrations. Among the 
latter were interesting examples of micro-miniaturisation (with 
suitable microscope enlargements) and these and other scientific 
devices were described in a very successful presentation by 
Engineering Wing. 

Readers may ask, " How does Exercise ' Dovetai l ' affect 
me?" 

T h e problems arising during discussion are noted and those 
which remain unsolved at the conclusion of the exercise are 
pursued until a solution is achieved. An example from last 
year's exercise, whose theme was " Communications in Limited 
War," was the need to simplify and improve Joint Air Despatch 
procedures. Some new ideas have been introduced and it is 
hoped to see them incorporated in a Joint Service Procedure 
publication shortly. 

From the current exercise emerges a problem near to the 
hearts of technicians—^to investigate a requirement for a specialist 
soldering iron for use when working on transistorised equipment. 
Let us hope this also will soon be resolved. 

The S.O.-in-C., Brigadier A. F. McGill, O.B.E., Major J. M. W . 
Badcock, M.B.E., Major W . G. Neilson wi th the senior N.C.O.'s 
of the Signals Wing and the Academy Sergeant Major, R.S.M. 

J. C. Lord, M.V.O., M.B.E. W 

SBGNAI.S WIIVG, R O Y A L M I L I T A I g V A C A D E M Y , 
S A N D H U R S T 

On Monday, loth June, the Sergeants' Mess of the Royal 
Military Academy, Sandhurst, had the unique pleasure of enter-
taining two Major-Generals to dinner. 

Major-General H. J. Mogg, C.B.E., D.S.O., the new Academy 
Commandant was welcomed to the Mess; the Signal Oflficer-in-
Chief, Major-General F. J. Swainson, O.B.E., honoured us by 
presenting, on behalf of the Corps, a reproduction of the picture 
" Through " to the Mess. 

Our guests also included, from the Academy, the Adjutant, 
Major J. Swinton, S.G., the A.D.C. , Captain J. G. C. Goodwyn, 
I Green Jackets, and from the Corps, Brigadier A. F . McGill , 
O.B.E., Commandant, School of Signals, Major J. M. W. Badcock, 
M.B.E., and Major W. G. Neilson. 

Mess members started assembling at 7.45 p.m., and after the 
guests had arrived and been suitably stimulated to be received 
by the 120 Mess members, dinner commenced at 8.15 p.m. 

An excellent dinner was enjoyed by all present, with the 
evening made even more colourful by the numerous types and 
colours of Mess Dress worn by the Senior N.C.O.s representing 
their Corps and Regiments at Sandhurst. 

After Major-General Mogg had been introduced by Academy 
Sergeant-Major J. C. Lord, M.V.O., M.B.E., the S.O.-in-C. was 
introduced. At the end of his speech he handed over, on be-
half of the Corps, the picture " Through," which was receivoi 
by the Academy Sergeant-Major. It will hang in the Mess Ante 
Room. 

We, the Signals Wing, were very proud and pleased to have 
our Corps so well represented on this eventful evening. 



î r C Y P R U S î r 
Island in the Sun 

I I EAD ( (UAKTE I IS , 

C Y P R U S 

B .F .P .O . 5:1 

r r i H R E E major events have 
X recently taken place in 

Cyprus which have either con-
tributed towards making Corps 
History or have involved well-
known past members of the 
Corps. 

On Sunday, i6th June, the 
Royal Signals window at St. 
George's Church, Dhekelia, was 
dedicated by the D A C G , Cyprus 
District, the Rev. T . O. Sturdy, 
B.A., C.F., before a congregation 
of 400, which included the 
G.O.C. Cyprus District, Major-
General P. G. F. Young, C.B.E. 
At the same service the Roval 
Engineers' window was also 
dedicated, and it was appro-
priate to the occasion that Padre 
Sturdy referred in his service 
to a toast which was drunk at 
the Headquarters' Mess, Cat-
terick Camp, on the annual 
R.E./R. Signals dinner night in 
1950, " Old Sappers Young 
Sigs." 

The Royal Signals window is 
divided into two parts, as shown 
in the photograph. The lunette 
is one of the twelve lunettes 
which were at St. George's 
Church, Moasca, of which 
eleven are now installed at St. 
George's Church, Dhekelia. The 
remaining portion of the 
window shows St. John the 
Evangelist, with his symbol of 
the eagle looking out from 
Cyprus. St. John the Evangelist 
was chosen to represent Royal 
Signals because of his " swift 
flight and penetrating eyesight." 
The map of Cyprus is shown in 
a rather unusual position, but 
the map has been related to the 
position of the window, which 
looks towards the south. The window was designed by Mr. 
Lawrance Lea, who also designed Coventry Cathedral. This 
portion of the window was paid for by All Ranks of Royal 
Signals Units in Cyprus. 

The Royal Signals W i n d o w 

P R I N C E S S R O Y A L D A Y 

On Saturday, 29th June, Princess Royal Day was celebrated 
by everyone. In the eastern half of the island, 262 Squadron 
organised a motor car treasure hunt which ended up on the 
beach for lunch and a swim, whilst 9th Regiment held a potted 
sports day for the children of the Regiment. In the evening, 
the Warrant Officers' and Sergeants' Mess, 9th Regiment, held 
a Ball in their magnificent patio which had just been completed, 
whilst the Corporals' Mess held a similar one. 

In the western half, 259 and 261 Squadrons held a fete in 
Happy Valley which was organised by Captain Jim Bevan and 
assisted by the wives of the two Squadrons. One of the high-
lights was the Donkey's Derby raced over a considerable distance 
by the two O.C.s. Who won? . . . . In the evening an All 
Ranks Dance was held in the Amenities' Centre, which rounded 
off a first class day. The sum of £40 was collected for the 
Royal Signals Benevolent Fund. 

W E D D I N G 

On Saturday, 6th July, a very happy event took place in 
Episkopi for one of our past members of the Corps, Major and 
Mrs. " P a d d y " Cuffe. Their youngest daughter, Patricia, was 
married to Gordon Issom, R.A.F., at the Roman Catholic 
Church, Episkopi. Over 120 guests attended the wedding, 
amongst whom were the Chief Signal Officer and his wife. 
Colonel and Mrs. T . H. C. Grigg, and the Station Commander 
and his wife of R.A.F. Station Episkopi, Group Captain and 
Mrs. L . G. Holmes. Patricia, who was given away by her 
father, looked extremely lovely, wearing a white brocade gown. 

At the reception, which was held at the Officers' Club, 
Episkopi, the C.S.O. proposed the toast to the bride and bride-
groom, and in his speech he referred to the numerous friends 
which the Cuffe's have in the Corps. 

Major " P a d d y " Cuffe, having now retired from the Army, 
is working with 259 Squadron ( C O M C A N ) and is the super-
visor in cJiarge of the Tape Relay Centre. 

We all wish Patricia and Gordon every happiness in the future. 

Force Signal Unit—Borneo 
B Y L I E U T E N A N T A . H . C A R L I N G 

T h e last remaining few of the hardcore of the Rebel Forces 
in Brunei have been successfully " put in the b a g " by the 
2/7 Gurkha Rifles. We all still remain on Active Service, 
but the active part would seem to be relegated to a mere 
threatening force sitting here as a visible deterrent to anyone 
else vi^o has ideas about trying to forcefully overthrow the 
Government. Signalmen Goodfellow, Archer and Banfield 
would probably tell you that their service is desperately active, 
especially when it is time to change the batteries on their 
R.209'S ! But generally speaking, with the operations having 
gone into the swamps and jungle of the interior, the time when 
shots were fired in anger in Brunei town itself seems rather a 
distant memory now—something to be bragged about over a 
pinit of Tiger beer, but little more. So the time has come to 
have a look about and tell the story of the Force Signal Unit. 
First of all, the name. This is purely one of my own. T h e 
communications organisation out here has never been given an 
official dtle. In the very beginning it was just 249 Squadron 
(Forward) or 249 Squadron (Bnmei Element), but within days 
of the beginning with people from 3rd Regiment, 30th 
Regiment, i8tih Regiment, R.A.F. Qhangi, R.A.F. Stanmore, 
H.M.S. Terror, H.M.S. Victoria aU working side by side in 
the same organisation, any previous Unit name really did not 
apply. Perhaps because the O.C., Major P. H. F. Webb, M.B.E., 
was at Che same time O.C. 249 Squadron—the Squadron name 
has stuck longer than most. But to me and many other it 
will always be " the Force Signal Unit (Borneo)." 

T h e Squadron's function is to provide adequate communica-
tions back to Singapore, laterally to the flanking states of 
Sarawak in the South and Narch Borneo in the North, and 
straight up to any aircraft that might be employed in the 
ground attack role. In addition, in one comer of the wireless 
room we have an imposing looking R.N. set that provides any of 
H.M. ships in local waters with one-to-one communications 
with the Naval Staff in the Headquarters. 

Sitting at the top is Major P. H. F . Webb, M.B.E., who 
doubles as Squadron Commander and Force Communications 
Officer. T h e Signals branch working under him on the staff 
side consists of one man—the Chief Q e r k , Sergeant Armitage 
(ex-C.S.O.'s Branch, G.H.Q., F A R E L F ) . He also helps the 
Squadron out by taking a proportion of Che Squadron derical 
burden on to his own shoulders. A h i ^ l y popular man, our 
Sergeant Armiitage, especially when it is time for him to arrange 
your passage back to your parent Unit. 

Then we come to the Squadron itself. This could be divided 
into two main Troops—the SigCen Troop and the Wireless 
Troop. Commanding the SigCen Troop is W.O.II (Y. of S.) 
Francis (ex-i8tih Regiment), who can claim the distinction of 
being the first Yeoman to serve in the Far East. He keeps 
his eye on the three Troops who run the Comcentre and 
Cipher. Being an inter-Service Squadron, what could be fairer 
than having a shift run by Radio Supervisor Endersby, R.N. 
(ex-H.M.S. Terror). A shift by Sergeant Hall (ex-i8th Regi-
ment) and the third shift by Senior Technician Smith, R.A.F. 
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(ex-R.A.F., Tengah), and under these are representatives of all 
three Services—all working quite happily, side by side, now 
that we have the language problem sorted out. 

Everyone now knows that a shift is a watch, a run ashore 
is to go down town, and messages can be transmitted whether 
they are handed into the W.T. cabin or the Wireless Room. 

Coming on to the Wireless Troop, which is my own 
side of the house, I have my own Wireless Operators, 
drawn from all Services. Now that we have taught the 
R.N. " sparkies" to use the 53 set, and the Army operators 
to use the Collins T C S , the operator pool may claim to be a 
truly irite^ated one. The R.A.F. circuits use C i i ' s , which 
everyone is familiar with. So the only operators who have 
specialist equipment are the D n rear link and the radio 
relay terminal. 

One part of the unit that has been overlocrfced, but wihiah 
has played a vital part in keeping everything working is the 
teohniicians' worksihop. This is run by the Foreman, Staff 
Sergeant Bradford or Sergeant Paul, who alternate between 
Singapore and here. Witii the shocking floods we had earlier 
on this year vi"hen just about the whole area was under water 
che teohnicians reailly had (their hands full. T o give some 
idea of the extent of the deluge, the river at Limbang, which 
is some 20 miles away, rose 90 feet in three days ! This 
meant the atmos.phere was 100 per cent humid and at this 
point the equipment had been working non-stop for 12 weeks 
or more; the conditions were just too much. For some weeks 
the technicians practically lived in the trucks as relays seized up, 
Plessey plugs arced over and the damp crept everywhere. 
Worst hit were the aerial feeders. The downpour never gave 
the dipole connectors time to dry out and we started to bum 
aerial feeders out at an alarming rate. Corporal Dryden, with 
his customary gift for improvisation set to work and produced 
little umbrellas out of some tin lids which were soldered to 
che dipole connectors and these, though looking rather comical, 
out down our consumption a Etde. I have nothing but praise 
for our orxlnance back up at this stage. 

99 Ordnance Field Park never raised a murmer no matter 
wihat quantities of parts we asked for, and for once the system 
seemed to function rapidly and efficiently. With their support 
we managed, through this rather trying period, to maintain 
the circuits, with only a minimum of delays on die traffic. 

Since then the weather has gone through a complete reversal 
and we now have a drought on our hands. However, this is 
more of an embarrassment to people than equipment. After a 
day's toil in the aerial field Corporal Rodgers and Signalman 
Fulton, our two linemen, must find little satisfaction in trying 
to vi^sh with a bucket of water. The twice weekly swims at 
Muara beach are becoming increasingly popular as tlie drought 
lengthens ! ! 

By now we are very firmly fixed in the school that we have 
taken over and someone coming back today would hardly 
recognise the place, with all its new walls and partitions, not 
to mention the 27 miles of cables that have vanished into H.Q. 
Combritbor. (Combritbor, for those of you that are trying to 
work it out stands for the unified command here—the Combined 
British Forces, Borneo). 

Finally, a word about the two laterals. In the beginning the 
Governors of Nortii Borneo and of Sarawak quite naturally 
required up-<to-date information on what was going on in the 
state that separated their territories, so 249 Squadron put a 53 
set detachment into the Police Headquarters of the capitals of 
both states. At Jesselton, the capital of North Borneo, Corporal 
Golledge, with his crew of Skinner, Shiel and Roberts, and with 
Corporal Westerman looking after the generators, lived like 
kings. Active Service for them was just the thing. As they 
were the only military in Jesselton they were given a P W D 
bungalow to live in, complete with amah, and ate at the best 
hotel in town. However, this delightful existence ended all 
too quickly and last month, when the requirement for the link 
ceas^, they had to close down and return to the rigours of 
life in the Squadron in Singapore. 

Down at Kuching, the capital of Sarawak, Corporal Bartlett 
and Corporal Vosper found life rather more hectic. After the 
raid on Tebedu and the subsequent build of tension in 
Sarawak the Commando Brigade was sent in. They arrived, 
complete with their own Signal Squadron. However, we had 
four detachments there (two from H.F. Troop, an Air Support 
tentacle and a Gurkha Signals detachment), some 24 men all 
told. Captain Sir Stuart Pringle, Bt., R.M., absorbed these 

into his own Squadron, and they became known as Royal 
Signals Troop, 3rd Commando Brigade Signal Squadrons. For 
a few weeks I was Troop O.C., then Lieutenant M. McCann 
arrived in the Borneo Territories and took over from me. The 
Brigade are required to submit strength returns to the Admiralty 
monthly. On the Signal Squadron's return went Royal Signals 
Troop. Quite what their lordships think about having Lance-
Corporal Rambahadur Gurong, Corporal Scott, Signalmen 
Taylor, Lockren and all the_ others temporarily under their 
wing I do not know. No official comment had been made when 
I left, but doubdess one will be forthcoming. 

Royal Signals Commander, Borneo 
B Y SERGEANT T . K . ARMITAGE 

There have appeared in the pages of THE WIRE articles re-
lating to the two Signal Squadrons at present in Brunei, namely, 
248 Gurkha Squadron and 249 Squadron. Now it is time 
small mention was made of the Headquarters and the overall 
commander of Signals here. 

H.Q., C O M B R I T B O R , is located in Brunei Town and houses 
the combined services' efforts that have grovra since the revolt 
last December. Major-General W. C. Walker is the overall 
commander and has two brigades on which to keep a weather 
eye. The building from which he oi>erates is a converted girls' 
high school, Sekolah Tinggi Perempuan Raja Isteri. There are 
Naval and R.A.F. contingents headed by a Lieutenant Com-
mander and a Group Captain respectively. 

Responsible to the General and Staff for all communications 
matters in the Borneo Territories is the Force Communications 
Officer, Major P. H. F. Webb, M.B.E., who was amongst the 
first officers to arrive in Brunei after the revolt in December. 
He is also one of the very few who have been here ever 
since! Major Webb commands 249 Squadron, which is based 
in Singapore, and coupled with his staff appointment he has 
also his Squadron to attend to. The Rear Party is left in the 
hands of Captain G. W. Tacey, the Squadron Second-in-Com-
mand. 

Major Webb and Yeoman of S i s a l s Francis (i8th Regiment) 
have, between them, created a unique Communications Centre 
in this converted school. It is a centre which is completely 
inter-Service, in all respects, and is on active duty. Radio 
Operators and Cipher Operators are found from the Royal 
Navy, R.A.F., Gurkha Signals, 18th Regiment, 249 Squadron 
and 3rd Regiment (Bulford). Comcen Operators are R.A.F. and 
18th Regiment; the Telecommunictions Mechanic (R E.M.E.) 
from 237 Squadron. The duty Signal Officers are Sergeant 
Peake of i8th Regiment, Senior Technician Smith of R.A.F., 
Changi and R.S. Hendry of the Royal Navy. The D i i is the 
pride and joy of Sergeant Prees of 249 Squadron. 

Major Webb, as Force Communications Officer, has a chief 
clerk and a draughtsman; as O.C. 249 Squadron he has a Chief 
Clerk and general runabout, all in one—^me! 

Work starts at 08.00 and finishes—who knows when? If 
you don't find the O.C. in his office then he'll be in the Comcen, 
by day or night. He occasionally goes for a dip at either 
Berakas or Muara and on Sundays—^his day off—he's to be 
found under sail along with other members of the Royal 
Brunei Yacht Club. 

There's a rumour that he is " boat happy " now though, and 
anytime (he hopes) he will depart for a well-earned rest at 
War Office. I have no doubt that many people, from the General 
to the rawest Signalman, will be sorry to see him go. On be-
half of all who have had the privilege to serve under him, I 
wish him good luck and happiness in his new appointment. 

(Pictures on Page 301) 

AIVNUAL S U n S C n l B E H S ' ADDRESSES 
Many copies of THE WIRE and of the Royal Signals 

List are returned by the Post Office with a note that 
the subscriber's address is unknown. 

Will all annual subscribers please teU the Editor 
in good time of their new address. 
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Brigadier V. B. Ashwor th . C.B.E., D.S.O., 
A.D.C., presenting the cup to A /T Sergeant 

Randall (Team Captain) 

Army Apprentices School, Harrogate 
IMarrof/ate Apprcntiees' Fine Success 
Q u a d r a n g u l a r W o n Despite At roc ious 

Conditions 

T h e Quadrangular 
Athletics Meeting be-
tween the four Appren-
tices' Schools—Harro-
gate, Arborfield, Car-
lisle and Chepstow, 
was held at Harro-
gate on Saturday, 29th 
June. 

A magnificent win 
was scored by the 
Harrogate Apprentices 
against severe opposi-
tion, under very poor 
conditions. Perhaps 
the most appreciative 
spectator was the 
Commandant, Colonel 
J. P. North, C.B.E., 
who is retiring next 
January, having com-
manded the School 
since May, 1960. 

At 10.00 hrs. some 
of the best A.A.A. 
judges in the North 
of England, together 
with many recently-
qualified members of 

the permanent staff, assembled under a heavy sky to judge the 
performances of over 250 athletes from the four schools. 

T h e weather was a great disappointment to Major S. E. 
Miller, who, as our Officer-in-Charge Athletics and Secretary 
of the meeting, had not only produced a school team, but had 
spent many hours organising the preparation of the ground for 
the meeting. T h e track was waterlogged, the high jump pit 
was awash and the throwing circles for the field events were 
full of water. Despite this, this spirit of competition was high and 
many records were broken. T h e best home results were: 

A / T Fenge (Penney House) who beat the quadrangular pole 
vault record with a height of loft. 9iin. 

A / T Rogers (Rawson House) was the best individual youth 
shot, with 42ft. 

A / T Drew (Penney House) was the best individual youth 
javelin at 144ft. sin. 

A / T Escott (Rawson House) romped home first in the junior 
steeplechase. 

The feelings and emotions of many wet, but enthusiastic, 
home team supporters were best expressed by Mr. Frank 
Brown, Chief Coach and Team Manager for Harrogate, when 
he related the day's progress: 

" I had much to be gloomy about during the morning, 
as the results from the field events began to roll in. Thirds 
and fourths seemed to be the best we could achieve: per-
haps because our field athletes were so far from popular 
support. Something was needed to electrify the team, and 
that something came—at 11.00 hours to be precise—when 
our junior 880 hammered the opposition into the ground! 

For a few brief moments I thought we were going to 
let up again as the youth 220 team were beaten into third 
place, in spite of some courageous running, but we crowned 
the morning with a completely unexpected win in the 
youth 110 hurdles; this team, without a single hurdler in it, 
ran what, for me, was the best race of the day. A team 
which consisted of a javelin thrower, a pole vaulter, a 
triple jumper and a 440 sprinter won a race, which no-
body expected them to win, by sheer guts. They drove 
across the hurdles as if they had been doing it for years, 
completely ignoring the attrocious conditions under which 
they were running. Thus, when the morning session ended, 
we found ourselves poised for ultimate victory, and for 
the first time I felt relaxed and confident. 

There were many who did not share my confidence, 
but, amazing as it may seem to some, I knew my team 
and their coaches better than most. I knew the strength 
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Last race of the meeting. 4 x 1 1 0 yds. (Junior). L. to r.: Carlisle 
(ISt), Chepstow, Arborfield and Harrogate (2nd) 

our middle-distance runners, I knew the dedication of 
their Coach, Mr. Giblin, and their leader, Baynes. I 
knew of the power and skill of our javelin throwers, 
although I was very worried about Rees and Harrison, who 
were both suffering from the notorious, and extremely 
painful, " javelin elbow." I knew that, provided young 
Drew didn't get cramp, we had the youth pole vault " in the 
bag." Thus, I expected to get four firsts at least during the 
afternoon. 

M y hopes and expectations were more than justified. W e 
started the afternoon with a bang, winning, in beautiful 
style, the junior hurdles, an event, I must confess, which 
I had forgotten. M y sincere apologies to a first class team. 
Then the firsts rolled in: we had our nose in front, our 
tails were up, and although Carlisle fought us to the bitter 
end, they could not quite catch us. I wonder how many 
realise that we led the scoring from 14.40 hours for the 
rest of the day. First in the two one-mile team races; first 
in the youth javelin; first in the youth pole vault (well done, 
Fenge); first in the junior steeplechase; second in the junior 
javelin (magnificent throwing from two injured warriors); 
second in the junior shot; in fact we were doing far better 
than I had expected. There were moments of gloom: a 
disaster in the junior high jump, when Norrie, our star 
jumper, failed to score; young Stanley " blowing a gasket" 
in the last leg of the 440; and Leech, suffering from 
stomach trouble, gallantly, but barely, finishing in the 
youth steeplechase to get us a third. TTie points fluctuated 
but we kept our nose ahead. 

Then came the moment of truth. Our winning of the 
trophy depended upon success or failure in the two sprint 
relays. For the first time for some hours a doubt crept 

A/T White. Later Army Junior Champion at 10 ft . 6 ins. 
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M O R E M A n H S 
B E n E R V A U I E 

B R I T I S H M A D E B Y B R Y A N T A M A Y 

g ^ f t ^ T H E F I N E S T S C O T C H WHEREVER YOU ARE 

One glass and your friends will agree that yours 
is the finest Scotch in the world. Don't disappoint 

them. Place an order for more today. 

QUEEN ANNE 
^ rare scotch whisky 
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3 '63—2 Primed in Great Britain 

If 
only 

I had 
the 

money!" 
Y o u may have said it yourself. But, consider. 
Y o u will probably never have a better oppor-
tunity than you have now of putting some money 
aside for the future. Y o u enjoy good pay—with 
no overheads—and all the facilities of the Post 
Office Savings Bank scheme are yours for the 
asking. What could be simpler? 

Make saving a good habit. Save as much or 
as little as you like, but do it regularly. Keep 
your money in the Savings Bank as long as you 
possibly can. Y o u will find that it soon mounts 
up and collects interest—ready to help start 
you up in the trade you are now learning in the 
Service, or for furnishing your home when you 
get married. 

A l l the details of the scheme are in the leaflets 
illustrated here. Write to me personally, and I 
will send you a copy of the one that applies to 
your Service: 

Air Chief Marshal Sir Hugh W. L. Saunders, 
o . c . b . , k . b . e . , m . c . , d . f . c . , m . m . , 

Chairman, H.M. Forces Savings Conunittee, 
1, Princes Gate, London, S.W.7 

Issued by H.M. Forces Savings Committee 
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BRITISH FORD! 
British Fords are top cars anywhere in the 
world. From high speed autobahns to the 
Aden desert, British Fords take anything in 
their stride. Luxuriously. 
You can have priority delivery of any of the 
superb Ford range if you are posted abroad... 
yet you pay N O British purchase tax! 
If you have not yet departed for overseas you 
can useyournew Ford in Britain fo r6 months 
prior to leaving. If you are already abroad 

the Ford Motor Company wil l arrange ship-
ment to your base—and remember, wherever 
you are posted you'll find world-wide Ford 
service. 

The Ford range of quality cars includes: 
Anglia Saloon and Estate Car, Consul Cortjna 
Saloons and Estate Cars, Consul Classic H litre, 
Capri, the Mkll l Zephyr 4, Zephyr 6, and Zodiac 

Saloons and Estate Cars. 

See your nearest Ford Dealer today, or contact: 

FORD MOTOR COMPANY LIMITED 
88 REGENT STREET, LONDON, W1 • Regent 7272 

WORLD-WIDE FORD SERVICE 
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into my mind. Sprint Coach, Charlie Allen, refused to 
doubt. 

Dourly, as only a Scotsman can, he told his sprinters to 
win. W e needed two thirds to win. We got two seconds, 
against two teams of first class sprinters. We'd done it! 
"ITiere is no need for me to describe the excitement of these 
last two races, both decided by the judges' vote: if you 
were there you were doing what I was doing—screaming 
your head off." 

Presentation of the cup to the winning team was made by 
Brigadier J. B. AshworA, C.B.E., D.s.o., A.D.C., Inspector of 
Boys' Training, and this was followed by the beating of Retreat 
by the Harrogate School Bands. 

MouiitaiiKM'rnii^ 4'lub 

T h e club spent a very successful and enjoyable week-end meet 
in North Wales in June. We made camp just beneath the 

West Face of Tryfan, on the shores of Lake Ogwen, and from 
there proceeded to attempt several climbs on Tryfan and 
Idwal Slabs. 

AU the climbs on Tryfan were of a comparatively easy nature, 
although because of the heights involved, ropes were used. 
Most of them were done on the Milestone Buttress, a large 
rock face near the base of Tryfan. A very interesting chimney 
was climbed here, that required a very delicate exit movement. 

On the Sunday morning, the whole party (15) moved round 
into Idwal and set about several of the very long climbs on 
the popular Slabs. These climbs were often more than 8ooft. 
high and involved some extensive use of ropes. They also re-
quired a lot of time, and consequently we were all late back for 
a mid-day meal and late in starting for home. 

However, even two punctures to the 'bus could not spoil the 
week-end. All members voted this trip the best yet, and would 
like to go again as soon as possible. Our thanks go to A / T 
Breakwell of 3rd term for his guidance in the area. 

Stop I»r« 'ss—Uth Ju ly 
A r m y B o y s ' Ind iv idua l d i amp ionsh ip s , 1963, Aldorsl iot . 5tl i -6lh Ju ly . 
H a r r o g a t e Apprent ices won a total of 22 meda ls . Detai ls b e l o w — 

Youth 
Pole Vault 

Triple Jump 
Long Jump 
Javelin 

Jun io r 
100 yards 
220 yards 
440 yards 
880 yards 
Steeplechase 
120 yards Hurdles 
Weight 
High Jump 
Pole Vault 
4 X 110 yards Relay 

First 
Fenge (Peimey) loft. loin. 
(new Army Record) 

Second 

Aldridge (Recruit)) i8ft. loin. 
Jordan (Penney) 148ft. 9in. 

Third 
Drew (Penney) 9ft. 6in. 

Pinder (Scott) 39ft. i in. 
Illman (Phillips) i8ft. 9in. 

Harris (Scott) 
Harris (Scott) 2 3 9 sec. 
Smurthwaite (Rawson) 54.8 sec. 

Baynes (Penney) 2 min. 4.8 sec. Escott (Rawson) 2 min. 6 sec. 
Escott (Rawson) 4 min. 47.5 sec. Gardiner (Scott) 4 min. 48.9 sec. 
Randall (Penney) 16.1 see. Swann (Penney) 16.6 sec. 

White (Penny) loft. 6in. 
A.A.S. , Harrogate 

Randall 
Harris 
Smurthwaite 
White 47 sec. 

McKeich (Penney) 40ft. 4in. 
Cairns (Phillips) 5ft. 4in. 

1st KKGIMEIVT 
U.F . I ' .O . 32 

In this iss.uc we record the happenings of the past two 
months. Since our last appearance in press we have welcomed 
our new Commanding Officer, Lieutenant-Colonel C. E. Page, 
M.B.E., and by now both he and Mrs. Page are very much a 
part of the Regiment. 

M a y was its usual busy self, with tihe first item being the 
visit oif our old friends of the Jutland Signal Regiment. During 
the fortnight of their stay they beat us at football and then 
made up for it by giving us some most useful assistance during 
Exercise " New Harpoon V I . " 

Regular readers wiU remember the exchange of visits between 
the Regiment and the German 33rd Panzer Battalion, which 
were a feature of last Ohrisitmas. This liaison has continued 
and on 23rd M a y a joint outing was held by i Squadron and 
ithe 22nd Company. It started with a comic football match, 
followed by a river trip in storm boats and a fine picnic meal 
was rounded off with an evening of conviviality and comrade-
ship. 

During this month the various competitions for the Australia 
Cup took place. T h e cup goes to the Officer, N.C.O. or man of 
the Regiment who scores the most points in a set of contests 
in swimming, shooting, motor cycling, M . T . driving and cross-
country rmming. After an interesting and well-supported 
competition Corporal K . Fisher, of the L.A.D., emerged as 
the worthy winner. 

There was more athletic activity too in the Regimental Day 
held on 28th May. This consisted mainly of an inter-squadron 
sports meeting, but was greatly enhanced by an array of side-
shows and the " Noddy " train, wMh Corporal S. Boakes in the 
driver's seat. Captain H. B. S. MacMorran was the fastest old 
soldier. T h e inter-squadron shield was won by 200 Squadron 

from Detmold, a very fine effort for one of the detached 
squadrons. T h e band of the 13/18 Hussars provided an enjoy-
able programme of music throughout the afternoon. 

June was equally full of occasions, including a Queen's Birth-
day Parade held on 8th June. 

Our cricket X I surprised its opponents and ourvdves by 

Lieutenant-Colonel A. J. Woodrow, M.B.E., presents the cup to 
the captain of the Jutland Signal Regiment football team after their 

victory 
Crested ash trays make a souvenir for individuals 
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notahing up two good victories in the Divisional Cup competi-
tion by knocking out the Divisional Engineers and the 5th 
Royal Tanks. 

W e despatched a composite squadron of about 100 all ranks 
to Denmark on loth June and they spemt a busy and enjoy-
able two weeks at Aarhus with the 2nd Battalion of the 
Jutland Signal Regiment. " Petasus" was chartered for the 
period and proved to be a very welcome addition to the local 
amenities. 

During the last week of June a large part of the Regiment 
spent four days out on Exercise " Nutshell," ranging over the 
countryside in the Verden area. 

T h e month was concluded by a swimming gala held on 
29th June to mark Princess Royal Day. It took the form of an 
inter-squadron meeting and was won by i Squadron. 

Interesting visitors included Second-Lieutenant K a m Yoon 
Sang, from Malaya, and Second-Lieutenant Ibrahim, from 
Ghana, both of whom were attached to the Regiment before 
their return to their home countries to begin their career as 
Signals Officers. 

2nd I I E C I M E N T 
B .F .P .O . 22 

April was a month of some significance in the history of the 
Regiment marked by the arrival and takeover of a new C.O. 

At a special parade on 26th April, Lieutenant-Colonel G . H. 
Hoerder, M.B.E., handed over command of the Regiment to 
Lieutenant-Colonel N. C. Porter, after serving three and-
a-half years with the Regiment, first as Second-in-Command 
and then, for the last two years as C.O. Lieutenant-Colonel G . 
H. Hoerder has now been posted to Munster, where his appoint-
ment is liaison officer to i German Corps. T h e Regiment 
wishes him and his family all success in the new appointment. 

T h e handover ceremony was most impressive. At 10.30 hours 
Lieutenant-Colonel G . H. Hoerder inspected the Regiment 
drawn up by Squadrons on the main square. He then took the 
salute as the Regiment marched past him for the last time. In 
his farewell speech, he thanked the men for their good work 
under his command and assured the Regiment that he left with 
regret. He then handed over the Regiment to Lieutenant-Colonel 
N. C. Porter who formally accepted the command. 

After the General Salute, the Regiment marched past the 
new C.O. who took the salute. 

Lieutenant-Colonel G . H. Hoerder then proceeded to the 
Sergeants' and Officers' Messes to say goodbye and took part 
in a group photograph. 

At 12.00 hours all senior ranks of the Regiment arrived at 
the officers' mess and after chairing Lieutenant-Colonel G . H. 
Hoerder in a champ pulled him around the camp in it, preceded 
by the band of 2 East Anglian Regiment. Near the main gate 
Lieutenant-Colonel G . H. Hoerder dismounted and walked past 
the Quarter Guard and through the camp gate, which was 
flanked by two senior N.C.O.'s, while the band struck up " Auld 
Lang Syne." He then turned about, saluted the camp and left 
in a car which was waiting outside the gate. 

The old and the new C.O. have a drink together after the parade 

On Friday, 31st May, we were honoured by a visit from the 
C.in-C. B.A.O.R., General Sir William Stirling, K.C.B., C.B.E., 
D.S.O., who landed at Birdwood Barracks by helicopter and was 
received by a regimental quarter guard. After meeting the 
Commander of the Soviet Mission, Major General Ivanov, in 
the C.O.'s office, the C.-in-C. was conducted on a tour of the 
barracks, and was shown various aspects of H.Q. i and 2 
Squadrons in the field and in barracks. He was particularly 
impressed by the standard of messing in the other ranks' cook-
house under the supervision of Staff Sergeant H. Mitchell, B.E.M. 

As soon as the C<-in-C. left, i Squadron prepared to move out 
on Exercise "Long Legs II ." This was a Troop initiative exercise 
during the Whitsun break to Langballigan, a small village near 
Flensburg in the northernmost part of Germany. Having arrived 
and pitched tents, everyone was given three days to " use his 
initiative." 

On 6th June, the Regiment entered some of its better athletes 
in the B.A.O.R. individual athletics meeting, and all acquitted 
themselves with honour. Lance-Corporal L . J. Collins, in par-
ticular, did very well. He was successful in winning the 
B.A.O.R. long jump championship and qualified for the Army 
Championships in Aldershot on 24th June, 1963. 

T h e cricket season opened on 4th May with a match against 
4th Regiment. It was an occasion on which there seemed to 
be more worry about the state of the weather than the result 
of the match, with frequent rushes to the shelter of the tent 
and the match ending in a draw. 

However, with the improve.ment in the weather, and the 
settling down of the team (as far as exercises, camps, leave and 
other commitments will allow) prospects brightened and per-
sonalities began to show out. A highlight of any winnings is 
the cricket partnership of Signalman L . Hamilton and 
Signalman D. Doyle, which can always be relied on to brighten 
the lives of the spectators and shatter the nerves of the opposi-
tion, as well as adding to the team's score. 

As there has been a fair turnover of personalities since last 
season, we have tried out a number of contenders before settling 
on Corporal E. Turner and Signalman R. PickersgUI as opening 
bowlers, with support from Lieutenant-Colonel N. C. Porter 
and Signalman F. Y . Parris. The batting line-up begins with 
Signalman P. A. Maxwell and Lance-Corporal D . Greensmith 
and, depending on whether we have a good or an off day, 
sometimes it goes all the way down to number 8 and sometimes 
it stops at number 2. 

However, it is all in the interests of brighter cricket, and we 
can always say, with our wins and losses about 50-50, that we 
have enjoyed the game. 

3 I l . q . and R E G I M E N T 

" Ful l M o o n . " Exercises, of course, follow fast and 
furious upon one another. One worthy of mention was " F u l l 
M o o n " when the Advance H.Q. was moved by air to North 
Scotland. Radio communications included a force rear link 
to Malta. T h e faces of the D i i detachment, Lance-Corporal 
Keohane, S i ^ a l m e n Blaylock, Howley and Self positively 
shone, with justifiable pride, at the excellent results. Well 
done, Malta, too. T h e other exercise was " Skywave V . " It 
was a pleasure to exercise with Victorious, and we were 
grateful for the hospitality offered by her to two of our soldiers. 
Signalmen Wood and Bell. 

In their own words: 
" It has been a completely new experience for both of us, and 

we have enjoyed ourselves to the full. T o us the exercise 
seemed to go well; we had no trouble at all while working on 
the set or with the equipment we took with us. Although we 
were expecting to use our equipment more than we did, we 
found most of the work came while working on the set. 

We had no trouble reaching the ship and it did not take 
long for us to get settled in. It took some time trying to 
find our way about the ship without getting lost. It also took 
time trying to get used to the heat of the lower decks and in 
the mess. Accommodation, we thought, was a bit cramped. 
But we lived in a clean and tidy mess with a bunch of very 
friendly and jovial sailors. We soon got to know our way 
about without the aid of a guide, and until the exercise com-
menced, we spent most of our time looking round the flight 
deck at the aircraft and the gun turrets. 

The food was very good indeed and besides that we got our 
cigarettes cheap. Tlie crew were very friendly and helped us 
in any way they could. We made quite a few friends on board 
H.M.S. Victorious and we can certainly say that we have 
really enjoyed ourselves at sea with the Royal Navy. 
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Sergeant Lasota 

For t T regant l e . A n ancient fort, set on top of the cliff, 
not far from Plymouth, provided the setting for the greater 
part of the Regiment to undergo annual camp, during which 
time we all forgot our various trades and usual employment 
and concentrated on being " soldiers first . . . . " 

Arms classification and P.E. tests formed part of the fortnight's 
programme, but initiative tests, "nature walks," and entertain-
ment of a different type normally found in Bulford, played a 
major part. 

TTie camp had a sad ending when, unfortunately, Sergeant-
Major French, Scots Guards, was admitted in rather a hurry 
to the Royal Naval Hospital with a stomach ulcer. However, at 
going to press, after a serious first few days, it is nice to know 
he is on the mend. 

Corps Shoot. Although we were unable to feature in 
the Corps annual shoot, we were able to assist in the accom-
modation of all those who took part, and whilst we were unable 
to control the Bulford weather, we hope we contributed to the 
general success of yet another annual event within the Corps. 
Our only competitors were Second-Lieutenants Jupiter and 
Chaddock who, in fact, arrived the day before it all started; 
Second-Lieutenant Jupiter, is now destined for 2nd Regiment. 

nal l .y - I Io ! A t the recent motor rally, organised by 
C.R.A.S.C., 3rd Division, it was pleasing to see our crew. 
Corporal Heighway and Cfn. Lewis finish the course, being one 
of only four crews to finish. T h e rally started at 9 p.m. and, 
after a gruelling all-night drive, finished up at reveille the 
following morning. 

The W e l c o m e M a t . The welcome mat is extended for 
Major D . M . F. Barker, who has joined us to command i 
Squadron, and we hope that both he and Mrs. Barker will 
enjoy a happy stay in Bulford. We also welcome Sergeant 
Dodgson, of T h e Queen's Own Highlanders, to take over the 
arduous task of Provost Sergeant. In fact, with Lance-Corporals 
Owen and Quin, both from T h e Black Watch, our provost staff 
is taking on a distinct " over the border " touch in dress. T h e 
arrival, none the less, of the new Provost Sergeant, regrettably 
follows the departure of the old—Sergeant Bennet, T h e Queen's 
Surreys, who has served the Regiment so well. W e wish him 
luck in his new appointment—" civvy life." T h e sudden appear-
ance of an awfully expensive-looking Jaguar seems to herald 
the impending departure of Major P. J. L . Wickes to gay 
Paree! 

A Myste ry? After such strenuous work at the Whitsun-
tide Fete, the ladies enjoyed a bit of relaxation on a " Mystery 
Tour." The weather was pleasant, and after " one or t w o " 
in a charming West Country inn, the party ended up at a 
Chinese restaurant in Salisbury for a spot of " Chinese Chow." 
It's not quite certain which part of the evening held the 
biggest mystery—but a grand time was had by all who went. 

Stand up — Stand down . After a couple of months 
standing to and then standing down, selected members of the 
Regiment finally managed to emplane and fly away on an 
operation which has been the subject of some concern for a 
while now. T o date there is no news of them, but eventually 
they'll get " thru," there is no doubt. 

And, in contrast to those departing, some who went else-
where earlier on in the year are starting to return home. 
Sergeant Beasley, Corporals Lewis and Roberts being amongst 
the lucky ones so far. 

' Thc aosuNS CftA-iH (?) FO«.r TnEtjAVTLg 

M o t o r Cycle T r i a l s . Although we don't see very much 
of him on parade, we must congratulate, most sincerely. Sergeant 
Lasota on yet another successful year of motor cycling at trials 
throughout the country. A t the Services' Trial, on 28th April, 
he won the Sir Henry Piggott Trophy for the best Army rider 
on a competition machine, followed on 6th May, a First 
Class Award at the Scottish Six-Day Trial, and finally the 
Services Cup for being the best Service rider at the Welsh 
Three-E>ay Trials on 24th May. He now goes forward to 
represent the Army Motor Cycling Team at the International 
Six-Day Trials, to be held in Czechoslovakia in September, 
and naturally takes with him all the good wishes of the Regi-
ment, and we feel sure, the Corps as a whole. 

And now to a spot of block leave, for most people, during 
July. Then to return and build up to a major exercise in the 
autumn. 

4th H E G I M E N T 
B .F .P .O . 15 

The highlight of the past month has been the visit on the 
28th June, 1963, of the Signal Officer-in-Chief, Major-General 
F. J. Swainson, O.B.E., and Mrs. Swainson. Details of this visit 
will be published separately. Suffice it here to say how much 
we enjoyed their visit and how much we hope to see them 
again. 

The month has been a quiet one, for this part of the world, 
as far as exercises are concerned. Second-Lieutenant (now 
Lieutenant) P. Webster and sixteen members of Bravo Troop 
went on a liaison and long distance radio test " exercise " to 
Denmark, where our good friends of the Sjaellandske Telegraf 
Regiment, Royal Danish Army, made them very welcome. This 
visit is now being returned with the Danes assisting 2 Squadron 
on a divisional administrative exercise. 

On 15th June, 1963, our Warrant OflScers' and Sergeants' 
Mess held a ball, the first since integration. Due to the numbers 
— M e s s strength alone is well over 100—the gymnasium had to 
be transformed into a ballroom. This was very effectively done 
by the inte^ated Entertainments Committee. One of the side 
braefits of integration is the number of useful contacts which 
are possible with a multi cap badge committee! Officers and 
their ladies from Divisional Headquarters and the Regiment 
were invited and a most successful evening was had by all. 
Lively music was provided by the dance band of the ist Bn. 
Royal Welsh Fusiliers. 

"Hie cricket team has had games against the Royal Horse 
Guards and i (BR.) Corps Troops Column, R.A.S.C. We 
were defeated in both games but feel that the West Indian in-
fluence in the team is bound to produce results eventually. 
Congratulations to Second-Lieutenant Carr-Smith on being 
selected to represent the B.A.O.R. and Royal Signals (U.K.) 
teams. 

Colour-Sergeant Jones, our semi-tame Grenadier, won the 
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Puppets entered by R.Q.M.S. West for Army Arts and Crafts 
Exhibition 

discuss and was second in the shot in the recent B.A.O.R. 
Individual Championships. He is now competing in the Army 
Championships at Aldershot. 

Early in the month the hockey team played two matches 
against a local German club at Detmold. T h e first team was 
given a lesson in stickwork and fitness and were well beaten 
8—o; the second team drew i — i . Morale was quickly regained, 
however, in the local Gastatte. Later in the month a German 
team from Lemgo was played at home and the score was a 
bit more respectable this time. W e only lost 3 — i ! 

Our first three " survivors" returned very fit and having 
enjoyed themselves from the i (B.R.) Corps Outward Bound 
Training Centre in Norway—Corporal Thomas with the grading 
"outstanding." They tell us that the initiation to the Course 
happens on the first morning when all students are taken out in 
a boat and told to swim fully clothed to an island approximately 
100 yards away, with the temperature of the water in the fjord 
at 4°C. A t each re-telling the distance increases and the tempera-
ture decreases. After this initial shock the course settles down 
to a tough programme of canoeing, trekking, climbing and 
patrolling. 

We congratulate W.O.II (R.Q.M.S.) and Mrs. West on their 
outstanding success in gaining first prize in the miscellaneous 
section of the Army Arts and Crafts Exhibition 1963 with a 
display of puppets. R.Q.M.S. West had never made puppets 
before he took this up as a hobby in October, 1962, and he 
competed against 25 other entries in the section. Entered for all 
the sections were 37 entries from B.A.O.R. and of these 
R.Q.M.S. West's was the only adult entry successful. 

Tailpiece.—The stairs in one of the barrack blocks are in a 
very bad state of repair and considered by us to be dangerous. 
The Quartermaster therefore submitted a works order. T h e 
official response was a letter saying that the service would not 
be approved, but that " the remedy is in sight, as Boots D M S 
(rubber soled) will be issued to all other ranks in B.A.O.R. in 
the next two years." T h e C.O. is quoted as saying that he 
now intends to indent for several sets of " interchangeable 
rubber behinds" as an interim measure. 

A 6-channel AVFT 3 channel duplex No. 2 terminal alongside a 
TTVF 4/12 12-channel terminal (TDMS No. 2 and Siemers TlOO 

teleprinter are also shown) 

New V,F, Telegraph Multiplexer 
THE WIRE will be publishing SIMPLE technical 
articles from time to time. This is the first sent 
in by Major W. F. D. Hawkins of the School of 

Signals. 

Technicians who have grown up with 20 years old Apparatus 
V F Telegraph 3-channel Duplex will be glad to hear that a new 
equipment which takes advantage of all the latest techniques 
is about to be phased-in to replace it. 

T h e ' new j o b ' is Terminal Telegraph Voice Frequency 4/12 
channel. It is fully transistorised and has no electromechanical 
relays. T h e use of new techniques results in a basic unit pro-
viding four duplex channels, occupying only 4 , 0 2 0 cu. in. and 
weighing 81 lb. For comparison, a 3-channel duplex system 
using the old equipment involved two boxes totalling 1 6 , 1 2 0 

cu. in. weighing in all 345 lb. With a size and weight reduction 
by a factor of four, we have an additional chaimel. 

T w o or three 4-channel boxes can be combined through a 
Group Modem Box ( 2 , 8 7 0 cu. in. and 5 7 lb.) to provide eight 
or twelve telegraph circuits over one speech circuit. 

T h e basic unit has D C and V F signalling over four-wire 
circuits. V F signalling from the Group Modem Unit is four-
wire for 8 or 12 channels and two or four wire for 4 channels. 
Each unit works from 24V D C or from A C mains. 

T h e equipment performs very well over marginal R R circuits, 
is easy to set up and requires little adjustment. It is a very 
welcome addition to the equipment of tlie Corps. 

TTVF 4/12 channel—Group Modem Box TTVF 4/12 channel—Four-channel box 
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Exercise "Drake's Drum" 
B Y L I E U T E N A N T A . S . C H E A L , I I T H R E G I M E N T 

WOULX) you believe it if one day wihen in charge of the 
butts on a range near Barnard Ca&tle on the Yorkshire 
Moors the phone rang and a voice said you were to 

report back to the Regiment at once to be briefed for a posting 
to British Honduras? This was in f a a what happened to me 
on Friday, loth May, 1963. I was taken abacK at first and 
after a quick t h o u ^ t that perhaps it was part of a huge 
practical joke laid on by the other subakems of the Regiment, 
finally got the red flags flying at the correct ends of the flagpole 
and beat a retreat to the firing point. I was met there by an 
officer from T h e Loyals, who confirmed that this was no joke 
and that I did have to report to the Regiment at once. 

On arrival at the Regiment I found that I was going to 
British Honduras—but not on posting. A three-week attach-
ment to the ist Bn. The Duke of Wellington's Regiment had 
been arranged by the Commanding Officer and I was to jo.n 
them on the 13th May. 

It seemed to me that there wer: lo i things to do in the 
one working day that I had at my disposal. Hand over my 
Troop—draw tropical kit—check on my " jabs "—^make 
arrangements for the garaging of my car—purchase of 
traveller's cheques—visit the hospital for a blood group test, 
and so on. The list seemed to be unending. 

I finally got myself sorted out and by 08.30 hours on the 
i3t!h paraded outside the Adjutant's office looking rather like a 
laden Christmas tree. (The complexities of the 58 pattern 
webbing! ! One pull on the wrong strap and surely the whole 
webbing would drop smartly away from my body! !). On 
reporting I found out that there had been a 24-hour delay and 
that there was to be no move before 06.30 hoiurs, 14th May. 
Good—a chance to check my kit against the official personal 
Unit list for the Exercise, and to see df I had thrown in enough 
spare socks and handkerchiefs in my haste to pack. 

This 24-ihoUir delay gave me time to find out more about the 
Exercise and to meet some of the officers and men that I would 
be working with. 

Background 
Why are there troops stationed there? 
The troops stationed in British Honduras are there for three 

reasons : 
(a) T o deal with natural disasters such as hurricanes, forest 

fires, floods, etc. 
(b) Any internal security situations. 
(c) Any attempt by an outside force to take over the country. 
These three reasons are not necessarily in that order of 

priority. 
For the purpose of Exercise " Drake's D r u m " the third 

reason was selected as one which would cause troops the most 
physical strain if they were flown out direct from the U.K. to 
deal with any situation arising from it. 

The Exercise Setting and Air Move 
It had been assumed that on the 12th May a hostile force 

had landed on Stanley Airfield and after a short battle had 
been beaten off by Alma Company of the Dukes, who had 
then requested reinforcements to be flown in from the U.K. 
to deal with a further force which was advancing up the 
Western Highway towards Belize, the capital of British 
Honduras. 

In their barracks at Catterick Camp, Burma Company 
immediately prepared themselves for an air move and by 06.30 
hours on the 14th May the Company, plus Battalion Tac H.Q. 
(to which I was attached), were settling themselves into a special 
troop train at Richmond Station, which was to take us to 
Swindon. I'll never cease to wonder about the route that 
British Railways selea for these special trains! They seem to 
look upon these troop trains as an excuse to explore all the 
miles of the track along a meandering route which no person 
in their right mind would have chosen as the most direct. 
We eventually arrived at Swindon, many hours later, and were 
very quickly engulfed into the efficient machine run by the 
Air Movements Personnel who all looked very smug and warm 
in their battle dress and airborne smocks whilst we stood and 
shivered in our tropical kit. A quick count of heads revealed 

no loss of men and a very relieved officer handed the train 
back to British Railways. 

We huddled ourselves into coaches and trucks and continued 
the journey on to Tidworth, where we were to spend the night 
in a transit camp, run by a Unit of the R.A. 

The following morning saw us retracing our route by coach 
again back to Lyneham, where we split into two groups; each 
group loading themselves on to a Britannia of R.A.F. Transport 
Command. By 11.00 hours the first of the aircraft was airborne. 

We touched down on New Providence island in the after-
noon, only to find that the charter airline that was to take us 
on to British Honduras could not do so until the following 
day, so we would have to stay the night in a hangar on a disused 
airfield on the outskirts of Nassau. Naturally everyone was 
upset! ! 

Once settled in our overnight barracks, a swimming party 
was soon organised and shortly afterwards we were all floating 
around iti the sea and lazing in the sun. That night a mass 
assault was made by the men on the town and although they 
could not possibly afford the prices asked in the dubs, much 
enjoyment was derived in exploring the town and listening to 
the expressive sounds coming out of doorways and cellars. 

An early start the next morning and we were soon on the 
last leg of our trip. This time the Britannias had been replaced 
by a Viscount and DC.6 to facilitate the landing on a shorter 
runway. Our arrival at Belize airport was greeted by many 
smiling and suntanned faces of Alma Company, who were 
anxious to get on with the Exercise and return to England after 
10 wearing months in British Honduras. 

Due to the delays en route the trip out had taken days 
and had used up the acclimatisation period before the Exercise. 
The Commanding Officer decided to go ahead with the Exercise 
as planned and not delay it by 24 hours, as it provided a more 
realisric picture as to wihat might happen in a non-exercise 
setting and therefore test the incoming Company to its fullest 
extent. This meant that Burma Company had 16 hours at the 
most to off-load the aircraft, unpack and sort out their equip-
ment and take over the positions of Alma Company, who were 
in a defensive position around the airport. 

The Battle 
By 08.00 hours on the i8th, Biuma Company had taken 

over the defensive positions held by Alma Company and had 
started to sweat dt out in the stm, which was already becoming 
hot and unbearable. The " old sweats" amongst " B " 
Company were wisely putting on a cream barrier on their 
exposed skin and were encouraging the newer men to do the 
same. 

Meanwhile " A " Company were mounting their vehicles 
prior to advancing along the Western Highway to make contact 
with the enemy. Battalion Tac H.Q. had set up their H.Q. 
in the education hut in Stanley Airfield Base Camp and the 
R.S.O. was rushing around like the proverbial you know what, 
checking that all his dets. were fully equipped with their 62's, 
and A.41 sets. 

T o try and describe all the small clashes and battles that 
took place that day would constitute a complete book, so it 
is enough to say that by nightfall " A " Company had advanced 
about 13 miles along the highway and had fought three 
Company attacks vî ith great gusto. The umpires during this 
time had not been without work and it was beginning to be a 
familiar sight to see a vehicle and some men waiting at the 
roadside with labels hanging on then^ waiting until various 
time penalties had elapsed and could rejoin the Company again. 

By nightfall Battalion Tac H.Q. had moved up behind " A " 
Company and settled in, every man eager at his post and await-
ing the expected and someWiat traditional night attack upon 
them. 

This pattern of advance was followed for four days with 
both Companies taking their share of Point Company duties. 
By the end of the final two Company attack, the roll of 
casualties was 12 cases of heat exhaustian and one case of 
hornet sting—which was sustained by the Commanding Officer 
on the final attack. I personally have never seen a three-ton 
ambulance move so fast from the echelon to the forward area 
on receipt of a " No Duff " message. By midday on Tuesday, 
2i3t, the Exercise was declared by the umpires as officially 
over and the two Companies formed up into convoy ready for 
the 60-mile drive back to the base camp at Belize. 

R.T.U. - England 
Back at base camp there followed the usual after-exercise 
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activities of stores checking and clearing, de-brief and many 
other administrative details. 

On returning to Belize the move of " A " Company got 
under vî ay and by the 30th May all of " A " Company and 
Battalion Tac H.Q. were once more back in the transit camp 
at Nassau, where we were to spend four nights. Many 
excursions had been arranged for us all and during that period 
advantage was taken to go fishing, sailing, swimming and 
tours of New Providence Island. 

AH good things must come to an end and by the 2nd June 
we were vionging our way by R.A.F. Britarmies back to the 
U.K. and thus reversing the journey which was started three 
weeks before. 

Our arrival back at Richmond station was not a glamorous 
one, although the Corps of Drums of the Dukes did their 
utmost to brighten the proceedings. Somehow the moors of 
Yorkshire will never seem the same again after such a visit to 
Central America and the Caribbean. 

Autostopping Cyprus to UK 
B Y CORPORAL J. F . W I L K I N S , 2 6 1 SQUADRON 

I L E F T Cyprus on the afternoon of 12th June, 1963, to begin 
my journey back to the U.K. on foot, or rather by hitch-

hiking. 
T o begin with, I boarded the S.S. Adana at Limassol, which 

was bound for Istanbul in Turkey. Here my " autostopping " 
(as hitch-hiking is internationally known) really began. 

The sea journey was most interesting. Aboard were many 
other travellers, including Americans, Dutch, Danes and 
Israelis; and a cargo of livestock and cars. Unfortunately none 
of the car owners were travelling my way, and so, when we 
finally arrived at Istanbul, I was really out on my own. 

Before we reached there, however, we stopped at the Greek 
island of Rhodes. This is a beautiful place, and I was most 
impressed with the little I saw pf the ancient Turkish influence, 
although there was a noticeable American influence alongside 
the old order. Our three hours ashore soon passed and rather 
reluctantly we left the beautiful beaches to return to the ship. 

The next day, the 14th, we docked at Izmir, a large Turkish 
port, and we were able to spend several hours ashore. Here, too, 
ancient and modern thrived happily side by side; modern sky-
scrapers dwarfing Moorish castles. And streamlined cars racing 
for space against the horse-drawn carriages. 

Our final phase on board soon passed and we docked at 
Istanbul at 11.30 on 15th June. By 12.15 I was through with 
Customs and at the real start of my journey. 

Throughout I was impressed by the countless reminders of 
ages gone by, by the beauty of ancient and modern blending 
together. 

Whilst at Istanbul I went " of-course" to see one of the 
famous tourist attractions, the Blue Mosque, known by this 
name due to the interior being covered with blue mosaics; also 
there are six minarettes. The mosque is a well-known land-
mark and can be seen from most parts of the city. The bazaar 
proved to be another interesting feature, but eventually I had 
to get on with the business of getting home! 

My first lift after leaving the city was with an ex-Army 
Korean veteran, and from then on I had a series of lifts to 
Karvela. Here I came across a Troop of Turkish soldiers who 
were in the same trade as myself, and repairing telephone wires. 
The Major in charge inspected my papers and I took the oppor-
tunity to ask for a lift, and was taken on to Corlu. Several 
more small lifts and I arrived on the outskirts of Edirine, the 
border town to both Bulgaria and Greece. As it was by this 
time very dark, I made my camp" by the roadside there. The 
next day, Sunday, I walked through the frontier into Greece, 
finished with the formalities and waited for a lift. Being a 
Sunday I was unlucky and spent the day exploring the country-
side, which I found very beautiful. Once again I made camp, 
and left hurriedly next day when awakened by cattle. 

The following day, the 17th, I was on my travels again, and 
reached Ore&tais, where I was able to change my money into 
Greek Drachmas. It was here that I met an English couple 
who were hitch-hiking to U.K. from Bombay, having originally 
sailed to Bombay from Australia: and if my feet felt sore by 
then, they were the perk I needed. We travelled together to 
Alexandroupolis, a seaside town, where we had a welcome meal 
and pitched camp. During the night we were washed out by 
rain and parted company to find shelter. I hope they reached 
England safely. 

Salonika was the next town I visited. For ancient beauty 
I think it rivalled even Istanbul. It was most unpretentious 
and picturesque, and I hope that one day I will be able to 
spend more time to enjoy this place. My night spent there 
was most comfortable, as the driver I was with kindly took me 
to his home, which was at a village a few miles from the 
actual town. 

The 19th saw me over the border into Yugoslavia at the town 
of Evzoni. Here again I was unlucky with lifts and spent 
the rest of that day roaming the countryside on foot, until night-
fall when once more I camped by the roadside. 

I enjoyed travelling through Yugoslavia, but this part of the 
journey proved most difficult for lifts. I kept to the autoput, 
which road runs parallel to both river and railway. The country-
side was beautiful, but tiring, and seemingly endless, as the 
towns are few and far between. Of the six days spent in Yugo-
slavia, I got no lifts at all for two days and was glad of the 
river for bathing. When I finally got my next lift it was on the 
back of an oxen cart and for only five miles, after which I rode 
in a cement lorry. I passed through four of the six main 
towns after finally resorting to public transport to Nis and 
Skopje, but luckily the 'bus driver would accept no payment! 
I also went through Tito Velves, Brod, Zagreb and Belgrade. 
At this last place I once again made time to see something 
other than the main thoroughfare. Belgrade is comparatively 
new, historically speaking, and has a university, a palace and a 
cathedral. The shops are good and the produce attractive. I 
got the impression that Yugoslavia must be one of the more 
prosperous of the Communist countries. Before leaving Belgrade 
I made a last visit to the deer park to see the monument to 
Prince Michael. Due to the language barrier I wasn't able 
to find the park I wanted, but discovered that there are some 
very attractive parks near the city! 

The legendry Ljubljana was also on my route. Here was 
some quite dramatic alpine scenery, and I was disappointed that 
my tight schedule would not allow me to visit the famous grottos 
and caves. 

By 24th June I had reached Trizk, close to the Austrian 
border. My food stocks had by this time diminished and I 
was able to replenish with Spartan stock, which in actual 
fact lasted me three days. The weather had been fairly good 
until now (apart from the one storm already mentioned), but 
here the mist and rains were a foretaste of the English weather 
to come. Turkey and Greece, too, had been hot and much the 
same as the Cypriot summer, but from this time on, Austria 
Germany and l^lgium were dull and rainy. 

Whilst I was making my way up to the border control post, 
which is 4,000ft. high, I was offered a lift by an Austrian driver, 
who then took me on to Klagenfurt. From here I soon got a 
very fast lift to Vallah. 

Up to this point I hadn't been extremely lucky for lifts, 
but here I met up with a German economics student, returning 
to Bonn after an Austrian holiday. He took me all the way with 
him, and after a 15-hour drive, we arrived at our destination 
on 26th June. We stopped at Mtmich en route, to visit my 
German friend's brother, who was studying at the University 
there. He took us into the canteen and I had my first taste 
of a German meal, also my first look around inside a University. 

At Bonn I was shown more German hospitality by my 
friend's family, where I breakfasted and gladly accepted more 
food for my remaining travels. 

By 9 o'clock I was once again on the autobahn. From here 
I travelled so quickly that I saw very little of towns we passed 
through. After leaving Cologne I was taken via Aachen and 
Liege to the outskirts of Brussels. Once again good luck 
was with me, and as I was preparing to camp for the night I 
was offered a lift in a Mercedes, which took me to the gates 
of the Ostende ferry. 

Here I met up with three members of the R.A.F. who were 
going on U.K. leave. As the next ferry due out was a car 
ferry only, we sought out an English truck driver who took us 
aboard, where we were able to locate other drivers going in our 
respective directions. 

My final stroke of luck came after we had set sail, when I 
heard someone talking of the district I was headed for. This 
driver was actually going to Luton, too, and gladly offered to 
give me a lift. As he now lives in Hamburg, I shall be able 
to renew my acquaintance during my posting to Germany. I 
was dropped at the door of my house at 7.30 hours on 27th 
June, after completing a 15-day journey from Limassol. Apart 
from the £10 I spent on the sea journey from Cyprus to 
Turkey, I spent o ^ y £6 on the remainder of my travels. 
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Two Weeks in Turkey 
B Y C O R P O R A L S B . A B R A H A M S AND L . T I L S O N , 2 5 9 SQUADRON 

During last winter, after much discussion and several long 
sessions with maps, travel guides and bank books, Corporal Lee 
Tilson and myself decided to " do " Turkey by local transport. 
Lee had previously paid a visit to Ankara and some of the 
eastern towns on a journey to India, but it was my first trip 
and I had a few misgivings about the cheap ' hotels' we were 
to stay in. I need not have worried though as everywhere we 
stayed was clean and the people extremely helpful—at times 
even too helpful. As neither of us spoke Turkish we bought a 
phrase book and with the help of this and bits of French and 
sign language managed to make ourselves understood most of 
the time. 

We flew from Nicosia to Adana (only a one hour flight) and 
caught a bus within minutes of our arrival at the bus station, 
which took us overnight to Ankara. The cost of this trip was a 
mere twelve shillings and although uncomfortable because of the 
poor roads, the buses provide a very cheap form of transport. 
It is as well, however, to book seats the day before, or one is 
liable to end up travelling on the roof rack. We stayed in 
Ankara for only one day—long enough to visit the magnificent 
Attaturk Mausoleum and the fine Youth Park. 

The next day we set off for Istanbul and the bus journey, 
although once again a little uncomfortable, was at least in day-
light and we could see some of the countryside and people. 
Turkey is largely agricultural, and we could see many fields still 
being tilled by wooden plough and oxen. Everywhere are signs 
of change and we saw a lot of new machinery being put to use. 

T o see everything worthy of note in Istanbul would take 
years and as we had only three days we had to content our-
selves with the more famous attractions. Among them were the 
Saint Sophia Cathedral, the unique six minarretted. Sultan 
Ahemed or Blue Mosque, the Old Seraglio Museum set in the 
Sultans Harem and of course the huge covered bazaars. We 
also had an unforgettable trip up the &sphorus by ferry which 
included a delicious fish lunch at a waterfront restaurant. 

Izmir was the next stop and after Istanbul we found it very 
dull indeed. Izmir's main claim to fame is its Culture Park 
where the annual International Fair is held and this was duly 

visited. The town itself is very pleasant and a visit from the 
Italian Navy had put everyone in a holiday mood. From Izmir 
we travelled on, by bus again, to Antalya, quite the most 
beautiful town we visited, with a picturesque little harbour 
and a backcloth of snowcapped mountains. Here we were be-
friended one night by the local Police Captain, complete with 
pistol on hip, who took us to a couple of local nightclubs and 
then for a meal. However I think he must have had a complex 
of some sort, for everytime he saw a stranger he would say to 
us, from the side of his month, " Y o u see those people? I do 
not know them. Who knows, they may be Russians . . ." 

Our next port of call was Alanya, but I'll let Lee take up our 
story from here. 

This quaint little town was some 100 miles further east along 
the Turkish Riviera. After a long climb the first morning, to 
look at the ruins of an old castle, we threw in the towel and 
spent the next two days swimming and lazing on the beach under 
a glorious sun. Our hotel here was situated actually on the 
beach, and was by far the most expensive one we had stayed 
in, but proved to be well worth it. We met two English couples 
staying there and spent one most pleasant evening with them, 
and their bottle of Scotch! 

Unfortunately all good things have to come to an end and 
with rather heavy hearts we started out for Adana once again. 
However, while we had been in Western Turkey, the eastern 
cities had been having tremendous rain and thunderstorms 
which had caused havoc on the twisting mountain roads that 
we were following. On two occasions the road had to be cleared 
of boulders before our bus could proceed, and once we had to 
await the assistance of a bulldozer. As a result the trip took us 
a full day longer than anticipated and we missed our plane. 
Fortunately it cost no extra to have our tickets extended and 
two days later were once more in Cyprus. We had covered just 
under two thousand miles in a fortnight. Total cost, including 
air fares, was around £40 and we did not restrict ourselves 
too much. So if you get the urge to wander do not be put off 
by the thought of spending a lot—anyway it is worth every 
penny. 

Two days after our return all the national dailies carried news 
and photographs of the attempted military coup in Ankara, but 
contrary to popular belief we had absolutely nothing at all to 
do with it . . . . 

By Appointmenc 
To Her Majesty 

The Queen Official Tailors 
By Appointment ' 

H.M. Queen Elizabeth 
The Queen Mother 

l..fr, T|.l0'« 

to 

Royal Corps of Signals 

B e r n a r d 
Civil, Military and Sporting Tailors — Breeches Experts 

55 C O N D U I T S T R E E T , L O N D O N W 1 and 47 H I G H S T R E E T , A L D E R S H O T , H A N T S . 

T H E W I R E , A U G U S T 1 9 6 3 287S 



7th Regiment 

goes 

en fete 

W e are indebted to the 7th 

Regiment for the splendid gift 

of £170 to Association funds 

f rom the proceeds of the fete. 

N o r must we overlook the 

very successful fete recently 

held by the 16th Regiment 

which resulted in a donation 

of £183 to Association funds. 

I . C.C.R. Signals half-way home on the greasy pole. 2. S.S. Bluebell and R.E.M.E. crew before the launching by Mrs. Clarkson. 
3. Lance-Corporals Dr ika and Kubu before the opening of their " D a r t Inn" Stall. 4. Brigadier and Mrs. M. S. Hancock, rolling 

a "penny," with the Commanding Officer 
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7th KEGIMEIVT 
B.F.P.O. 15 

Training for war—battle efficiency tests; range classification; 
trade training; military proficiency tests, and an impressive 
range of exercises in the field. We all like to think we're a war-
like crowd in B.A.O.R., and to keep up appearances, we are 
writing our WIRE notes during Exercise " Dial Zero." This 
exercise is hell—troops are sleeping in tents and bivouacs be-
cause ther^ are no barns, there are only two permanent canteens 
in the neighbourhood. 

Our Regimental Athletics Championships took place in our 
local vest-pocket Wembley, the Herford Sports Stadium, in May. 
This was a unique occasion. The first athletics as an all-
regular unit. In the serious events, tl,e reward for hard training 
came to Second-Lieutenant Knox-Johnstone and Lance-Corporal 
Bell on the track, and to Lieutenant Brunton and Corporal 
Theaker in the field events. Lance-Corporals Green and Drika 
showed their speed in the loo and 200 metres events. A large 
field thundered away in the " Old Soldiers' Dash." This event 
was especially " rigged" to prevent Captain (Q.M.) Monty 
Truscott winning again, as he did, in very fine form. Next year 
it will have to be hurdles. 

The first Go-Kart Meeting to be held in Herford for two 
years was run by the Regiment in May. It was a great success, 
despite the weather. There were enough minor " prangs " to 
interest the spectators, but we were lucky that our " crash into 
the crowd " produced only a grazed knee and a laddered stock-
ing. Fifteen heats and two finals found the JLO engined 
R.E.M.E. karts dominating the field, though ist Regiment gave 
them a good run for their money. The finals were particularly 
exciting as straw bales and local vegetation were demolished in 
the ever-increasing speeds. A very good meeting. 

Last month the Band of " The Fighting Fifth " (ist Bn. Royal 
Northumberland Fusiliers) very kindly came to play at our 
Regimental Beer Concert. If you have a mental picture of 
Heaton Park, Manchester, on a hot summer afternoon, with 
strict tempo martial music, you have obviously never heard 
Bandmaster Allen in festive mood—Billy Cotton has nothing on 
him. He played a tremendous variety of music, encouraged the 
most splendid singing heard in Maresfield Barracks for years, 
and suffered the jibes of Corporal Gregory, our Regimental 
comedian, in very good part. Kebabs, half-chickens (grilled) 
and plates of curry were most welcome " snacks." 

For our annual fete in aid of the Royal Signals Benevolent 
Fund we were blessed with real " R.S.M.'s weather "—bright 
sunshine and a balmy breeze—put everyone in holiday mood. 
Stallholders produced splendid sales gimmicks and customers 
agreed to be robbed with a cheerful grace. The L A D produced 
a champion little boat, the S.S. Bluebell, which was enormously 
popular. The local zoo kindly lent a pony and trap; the 
pony trotted endlessly round the area sustained only by the 
occasional bottle of beer—^which the driver drank! The greasy 
pole looked like being something of a drain on fete funds, as 
one well-balanced customer demonstrated that the impossible 
could be done at once—time and time again! We have only 
the alcoholic content of Messrs. Carlsberg Ales to thank for 
the fact that he, too, eventually found the impossible pretty 
difficult—and fell off. That stall, too, then began to make a 
profit. C.C., Royal Signals, also had a sporting attempt at this 
staU and was very nearly successful, as the picture shows. The 
takings exceeded all expectations and a cheque for approximately 
£170 has been sent to our Benevolent Fund and smaller amounts 
to the funds of other Arms represented in the Regiment. 

In the Royal Signals' Regatta on Dummer See, three boats 
from the Regiment joined the remainder of the fleet in two 
days of " drifting matches " in particularly light airs. Despite 
the lack of wind, th,ere were some very exciting finishes, and 
we came home very pleased with second individual place. 

We say congratulations and farewell in this issue to three 
of our Senior Warrant Officers, all of whom have been com-
missioned. W.O.I (F. of S.) K . Risby, W.O.II (A.Q.M.S.) J. 
Horwood, R.E.M.E., and W.O.II R. Rowden, R.A.P.C. 

We are sure you will all want to join us in congratulating 
Captain (Q.M.) F. J. Pavey and his Regimental team on winning 
the A.R.A. Small Bore Unit Team Championships. Outstanding 
shots were Corporal Maltby and Staff Sergeant Fazackerly. 
This was a particularly fine achievement. 

On that high note of Regimental satisfaction we say adieu for 
this month and continue with our exertions on Exercise 
" Dial Zero." We may even have to walk to the post with this 
contribution, typed, for the record, by courtesy of the Cipher 
Officer—in the field! 

im 1: 

nth R E G I M E N T 

The question of where all the technicians go in springtime 
was partly answered on Saturday, 4th May, when the Com-
manding Officer reported to C.S.O., Northern Command: 
" Twenty-two officers and seven hundred and ninety-two other 
ranks on parade and ready . . . etc." 

The occasion was a full-scale parade of the whole Regiment 
as part of the unit military training programme which occurs 
almost only on Saturdays. Due to the numbers on parade, 
two Brigadiers carried out the inspection. C.S.O., Northern 
Command, looked at all the upgrading students, linemen and 
cable jointers and Commander, Training Brigade, inspected 
H.Q. Squadrons, both Brigadiers then sharing the basic trainees 
of No. 2 Squadron. It took a long time 48^ minutes, in fact, 
which caused a lot of toe wiggling and weight shifting to keep 
upright on a steeply-sloping square. Casualties totalled nine, 
including one Pompeian soldier who refused to bend, even as 
he fell, smiting the square with his chin with such force as to 
need two stitches. 

One touch, which is shown in the photograph, was the 
participation of the Regiment's Air Arm. Leeds University 
Air Squadron takes part, when it can, in unit military training 
exercises and, as a compliment to this, they were invited to 
take part in the first general saltte. Split second timing and 
flying accuracy, worthy of the Pathfinders, produced them dead 
on target in time with the third movement of the " present." 
An enlargement of the photograph, suitably framed and in-
scribed, has been presented to the Squadron to commemorate 
the occasion. 

On 18th May the Regiment won the Brigade Athletic Meeting. 
As it was a domestic occasion, all the Training Regiments were 
allowed to include upgrading students in their teams, thereby 
producing the highlight of the meeting, when Corporal Escott, 
of 7th Regiment, temporarily running for 8th Regiment, crossed 
the line first in the mile, accompanied by all three other members 
of the 8th Regiment mile team. An outstanding example of team 
coaching and coaxing, for which we are very grateful to Corporal 
Escott and S.I. Davis. 

Princess Royal Day 
CM. Signals Mtiranch, H.lg., Mideast 

Ad e n in the summer is not the best time and place to hold 
long and energetic celebrations, and it has therefore been 

decided to hold the annual corps celebrations in two parts this 
year. The main ceremonies and activities will be held in 
the cooler weather in November, while Princess Royal's Day 
was commemorated on Sunday, 30th June, by a church service. 

The service was held in St. Martin's-in-the-Sands, Seedaseer 
Lines, Aden. It was conducted by the Rev. G. S. Marshall, the 
senior Church of England Chaplain to the Forces, and the 
Lesson was read by Lieutenant-Colonel T . I. G. Gray, Com-
mander, Royal Signals. A section of the Band of 9/12 Royal 
LaHcers provided the excellent musical accompaniment, re-
splendent in their white uniforms. 

The church was packed and the congregation adjourned to a 
well-organised F.R.A. Signal Squadron coffee, " buns " and soft 
drinks party. 
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TRIUMPH-
POWER IN HAND... 
ON DUTY AND OFF 
if you can handle it, real power adds zest to the pleasure 
of motorcycling. 

That's why the skilful riders of the Royal Signals 
Display Team, together with hundreds of other official 
bodies all over the world, always choose Triumph. 

Doesn't that make a Triumph the ideal off-duty motor-
cycle for you? 

THE B E S T M O T O R C Y C L E IN THE W O R L D 
Triumoh Engineering Co. Ltd., a member of the Birmingtiam Small Arms Group of Companies 

2 SQUADRON ATHLETICS TEAM 
Back Row: Lance-Corporal Couper, Signalman Edwards, Second-
Lieutenant Barrett, Signalman Bowles, Signalman Hart. Front 
Row: Staff-Sergeant Elliott, Sergeant Banks, Signalman Cooke, 

Corporal Cheyne 

» t h I t E i a M E N T 
B .F .P .O . 59 

In the spring, Cyprus must be one of the most beautiful islands 
in the world. T h e fields are thickly covered with wild flowers, 
mainly a type of Ragwort mingled with poppies, and those of 
us who have no agricultural responsibilities find it quite idyllic, 
especially if chance throws in a shepherd in local costume with 
his flock of sheep and goats in the middle of it, framed against 
the Kyrenia Range or Troodos. Cyclamen, mimosa, bougain-
villia and other flowering shrubs strengthen the colour and scent. 

Spring has now gone, alas, and the wild flowers with it. T h e 
island has reverted to type, and assumed the normal yellow 
dust decor of the Levant. 

Summer is in, our Regimental boat is relaunched, the heat 
is up and the industrial pallor of those newly posted is taking 
a terrible beating. Signalman Riches and other members of 
2 Squadron have been for a " b u m - u p " on the beach. For 
those who were born in a world where words meant what they 
appeared to mean—a " burn-up " is not a " kebab " operation 
run amok. It is a race between scooters or motor cycles, on the 
beach. Not really possible in the U . K . 

2 Squadron has in fact been doing rather well recently (the 
writer is a member of 2 Squadron), having won the C.S.O.'s 
best Squadron competition in athletics against four other 
Squadrons' keen rivafry. The cup was presented to us by Mrs. 
Grigg, the wife of our C.S.O. 

Staff Sergeant Elliott was selected for the Army team (Long 
Jump and Hop, Skip and Jump) as were Corporal Cheyne 
(Hammer) and Lance-Corporal Couper (Hop, Skip and Jump). 
We are really fine fellows. 

I Squadron can, however, proudly point to an outstanding 
golfer to enhance its sporting reputation. Lance-Corporal Milne, 
of the Orderly Room, not only won the Army Open Champion-
ship but the Cyprus Open and the Royal Signals Open also. 
Well done, Milne! 

Summer is the time for swimming, above and below the 
surface. For those who like chasing the little fishes and exaggera-
ting the size of the octopus, the Regimental Sub Aqua Club will 
now be able to offer greater facilities. We possess eight aqua-
lung sets, thanks mainly to the ever generous Nuffield Trust, 
and plan to make the most of the warm months ahead. W e 
hope to be able to send an impressive photo in due course, 
showing our divers in best " Silent W o r l d " stances—and 
circumstances. 
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Lance - Corporal 
Milne, winner of 
Army Open Cyprus, 
Cyprus Open and 
Royal Signals Cyprus 
Golf Championships 
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rh-a: 

A general view of the Corps Band and Band of the Junior Leaders Regiment 

f f fcl ; 

n t h REGIMENT 
M o t o r Ca r Trea»«ure Hunt . On Wednesday, 8th May, 

a Regimental Car Treasure Hunt was held, organised by Captain 
M. W . Simms-Reeve and three assistants also from the Officers' 
Mess. Approximately 25 cars took part and after solving several 
simple clues found themselves at a local pub. Here, strange as it 
may seem, refreshments were available, and the prizegiving 
took place. T h e first prize went to a visitor from 8th Regiment, 
second prize to R.Q.S.M. and Mrs. King, and third to Captain 
and Mrs. J. A . McCane-Whiteny, our Medical Officer, and his 
wife. 

T h e booby prize went to Lieutenant R. A. C. Siderfin and 
partner, they somehow became distracted on the way round the 
course . . . . 

We are looking forward to another enjoyable motoring event 
sometime in mid-July. 

R o y a l Signals H o m e ' 1963—28th-30th June . 
Oh, the weather! In spite of almost continuous rain during the 
weekend there was plenty for all Old Comrades to do and see. 
Playing Retreat on Friday was unfortunately cancelled, but on 
Saturday a fine performance by the Corps Band and the Band 
of the Junior Leaders' Regiment made up for this. After a 
rather damp church parade on Sunday morning, it was neces-
sary to postpone the tattoo which included inter-Unit assault 
course competition and to have a Band concert in Baghdad 
Gymnasium instead. 

T h e finals of the Assault Course Competition were held on 
Wednesday, 3rd July, and i i t h Regiment " A " team beat 24th 
Regiment " A " in an exciting finish. The team was: Captain 
W . G. Robinson, Lieutenant T . B. Scarff, Sergeant Dooley, 
Corporal McGuirk, Lance-Corporal Allen, L^nce-Corporal 
Steel. Reserve: Lieutenant R. Ingram. (Picture on page 292). 

Visit of G.O.C.-in-C., N o r t h e r n Command . On 
Tuesday, n t h June, the Regiment was visited by Lieutenant-
General Sir Charles Richardson, K.C.B., C.B.E., D.S.O., w h o saw 
various aspects of Regimental life. Amongst other things he 
watched recruit training in progress. 

Go Ka r t ing . This pastime has restarted in the Regiment 
under the supervision of Lieutenant M. J. Scott. A t present we 
only have two Karts, but hope to buy another two when funds 
and suitable secondhand machines permit. 

Many recruits seem interested in Karting and it is plaimed 
to increase the sessions from one evening a week to two or three 
to satisfy all customers. W e hope the R.S.M. won't mind these 
noisy machines rushing around his precious square! 

D u k e of Ed inburg l i ' s A w a r d W i n n e r . A recent 
arrival in the Regiment is Signalman B. D . Mellor, whose home 
is at 32, Clive Road, Monkmoor, Shrewsbury. 

On 13th June, 1963, he attended the presentation ceremony 
at Buckingham Palace where he received his Gold Award from 
H.R.H. T h e Duke of Edinburgh. 

This was the climax of three years of activity since he received 
his Bronze award in September, 1960. Since that date and 
whilst at Tonfanau the All Arms Junior Leaders Regiment, 
Mellor has succeeded in gaining the necessary qualifications. 
During this time he has been climbing in North Wales, learning 
first aid and other subjects, useful for public service. 

He chose to join Royal Signals as his father was a W.O.II in 
the Corps in India during the war. 

Signalman Mellor continues his training as a Radio Operator 
and then hopes for an overseas posting. 

Best Recru i t . T h e Best Recruit of the output which left 
the Regiment on Friday, 21st June, 1963, was Signalman P. 
McCormack. 

Twenty-seven-year-old McCormack has had a varied life up 
to now. B o m in Newbridge, Co. Kildare, Eire, he served in the 
Eire Army Signal Corps for two years as a Signalman. Then he 
changed to the Irish Navy and served in the Communications 
Branch for six years and reached the rank of Petty Officer. 

Tiring of this he joined the British Army, mainly because his 
grandfather served in the R.H.A. in India during the First 
World War. 

McCormack is a keen Amateur Radio enthusiast and his 
hobbies also include swimming and Rugby. 

HiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiniiiiiiiniiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiniiiinniiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiniiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiinmHiiiH 

T h e fol lowing goods are available f r o m Association Headquarters : 

Corps Ties—Heavy Weave 7/6 
Woollen 8/6 
Terylene 1 1 / -

Corps Scarves—Woollen 2 1 / -
Rayon Squares 2 1 / -

Cravats—Terylene 2 1 / -
Corps Cuff Links 8/6 
Association Buttonhole Badges or Brooches 3 / -
Blazer Badges 4 5 / -
Crested Ash Trays .. . 4/6 

Member* only 

Blazer Buttons—Large (each) 2/3 
Small (each) 1/8 

Motor Car Badges (enamelled in Corps 
Colours 3 5 / -

Motor Cycle Badges (enamelled in Corps 
Colours) 20/-

Corps Plaques 29/6 Plus postage 
Corps Diaries (available each year between November and 

February. Apply to Headquarters for Order Fonn). 

Please Send Cash With Order for all the above articlei. 
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" The Assault Course " 

On 3rd July the best recruit was Signalman M. J. Taylor, 
aged 19 years. His father is R.S.M. of the R.A.P.C. Unit at 
Worthy Down, near Winchester, in Hants, so it's not surprising 
he's well turned out! Taylor went to the Duke of York's 
Military School in Dover. He now goes on to train as a 
Technician and hopes for a posting to Cyprus. 

l l t h Rc|$iiiiKiit Cavin|;< Club. Potholing in the Regi-
ment has now been co-ordinated into a working club which is 
gathering momentum all the time. The Regiment have recently 
bought a good range of equipment which has widened the club's 
scope immensely. 

T h e popularity of the club is increasing and it is difficult to 
satisfy all the prospective members. During the past two months 
•the club has sent out parties to Crackpot, Pike Daw, Calamide 
Caverns, Lynkirk Cave, Upper Foy Chum, and Lower Foy 
Chum. 

T h e club have also started a pothoHng museum which is now 
becoming so large that it is shortly going to be a problem to 
accommodate it. T h e future looks extremely bright with many 
caves and potholes yet to be explored. Many people say that 
Catterick is not a very enjoyable posting but to anyone interested 
in potholing the very reverse applies. 

Results of Shooting at Itisley. T h e Regimental team 
won the Royal Signals Rifle Association Bisley Trophy. 

In the S.M.G. we were 7th—the Minor Unit Competition, and 
17th overall out of approximately 60 teams. 

In the pistol events the team was 21st overall. Corporal Wade 
did well in the individual events, being in the Army 100 for the 
S.L.R., and i6th in the S.M.G. 30 competition. 

8.«»rry I l r ivor of the Y e a r . On Sunday, 9th June, three 
members of the M . T . section took part in the York Area ' Lorry 
Driver of the Year Competition.' These were Lance-Corporal 
Cuthbert and Signalmen Dunn and Lolley. 

The competition consisted of three sections, covering ques-
tions on the highway code, a road route and some tests of driving 
skill. 

Signalman Dunn developed a strong lead as the competition 
progressed, but owing to over-enthusiasm in the latter stages, 
lost his commanding position. 

Against strong competition from drivers of other services and 
civiUan firms, the final result was that Signalman Lolley took 
2nd prize and Lance-Corporal Cuthbert the 3rd prize. A good 
effort, and for them our congratulations. 

13 th REGII»IE]\'T 
B .F . I ' .O . 4 0 

Regimental Athletics Meeting. T h e Regimental Athletics 
Meeting came as the climax of three weeks of frenzied activity 
during which all personnel attempted to gain standards in three 
athletic events. T h e standards were laid down by the Athletics 
Officer who was hard put to it to explain wky at least two were 
set at Army individual level. Points were gained from the 
standards towards the inter-Troop competition and 13th Regi-
ment Workshop R.E.M.E. are to be congratulated on coming out 
top on this standards competition with S.H.Q. 225 Squadron 
coming second, whilst the larger and more fancied " E " and 
" B " Troops came well down. 

The athletics meeting itself was held on a dull windy day, 
but those spectators who braved the elements saw some very 
good performances. In the Troop Competition the R E.M.E. 
were extremely hard pressed by " E " Troop but just managed 
to hold on to win. T h e best individual performances were 
coming from Lance-Corporal Jones, fwle vault; Sergeant E. 
Hamilton, 100 yards, 220 yards; Captain P. C. Wetherill, 440 
yards; Lance-Corporal Forrest, weight, hammer. 

The M . T . O . Major R. W. White as usual won the Old Soldiers 
Race with Major D . Herberts being second, whilst in the tug-of-
war T . M . Troop dragged all behind them. 

During the meeting the Games President (Major M. Stears) 
suffered as a result of a " slipped discus," but we are pleased 
to record that he is now fully recovered. 

Rhine Area Athletics. This meeting followed closely behind 
our own Regimental meeting and we are pleased to record that 
we are now Rhine Area Champions, albeit hotly challenged by 
2 p t Regiment and 28th Regiment. This was essentially a team 
victory and first or second places were gained in all events 
except the hurdles and discus in which we were disqualified, but 
the middle distance teams (440 and 880) ran particularly well. 

We now view the B.A.O.R. and Royal Signals meetings with 
some trepidation, since we shall no doubt be expected to do 
great things. 

CAVING CLUB 
L to r.: Sergeant Danells, Signalmen Byrne, Tilley, Moores, Malley, 

Roche 

I3 th REGIMENT ATHLETICS TEAM 
Back row: Craftsman Watson , Craftsman Busby, Craftsman Holmes, Signalman 
Beaumont, Signalman Stephans, Lance-Corporal Wi l son . Centre row: Private 
Rea, Lance-Corporal Lees, Corpora l Peters, Craftsman Baker, Lance-Corporal 
Forrest, Signalman Pole, Lance-Corporal O 'Donne l l , Lance-Corporal Southgate. 
FrorM row: Signalman James, Corpora l Smith, W . O . I I Chater , Captain R. D. 
Ramsey, Captain I. F. Bird (Athlet ics Off icer) , Sergeant Mil lar, Sergeant Hami l ton , 

Corpora! Cat te rmole , Lance-Corporal Phill ips 
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Hockey. Both Captain P. C. Wetherill and Sergeant E. 
Hamilton are congratulated on gaining B.A.O.R. Colours. T h e 
B.A.O.R. Hockey Final was lost in a close match against 45th 
Regiment R.A. by one goal to nil. Our sights are now aimed 
at the Combined Services League Championship and if we can 
win our two remaining games, the championship could just be 
gained from R.A.F. Wildenrath. 

Cricket. Lance-Corporal Thomson is congratulated on bsing 
selected for B.A.O.R. T h e Regimental team is taking shape 
well after a poor start, and Lance-Corporal Aburrow is batting 
extremely well. 

14tli I l E U I M E N T 

•I.II.<|., 1 uiifl 4 Squadrons . " Open D a y " Robins-
wood Barracks, 15th June, 1963. A success beyond our wildest 
dreams was the verdict and the cookhouse staff will vouch for 
the fact that over 1,000 visitors took tea in the R. and F. Mess. 

Acknowledgements must go :—Firs t ly to Lieutenant-Colonel 
A. Holifield, M.C., and to the Junior Leaders' Regiment for the 
magnificent appearance of the Regimental Corps of Drums, and 
also of the Pipers and Scottish Dancers; to the W . R A . C . P .T . 
Staff Southern Command for invaluable assistance in producing 
the W.R.A.C. Display; T o 3rd Regiment for the loan of two 
Radio Relay Detachments who could not have been a better 
advertisement for their Regiment; T o 243 Squadron for the 
Royal Signals Southern Command Recruiting Display—at times 
nearly overwhelmed but never quite; to 629 Troop for the 
best PA coverage ever; and not least to the soldiers and girls 
of Nos. I and 4 Squadrons for the splendid way in which they 
all rose to the occasion and made it the success it undoubtedly 
was. 

Congratulations to i Squadron, winners of two silver spoons 
at Corps Rifle Meeting—Sergeant G. F. Smith (Henry White-
head) and Second-Lieutenant H. J. Des Forges (Roupell). 

a K q u a d r o i i . Congratulations to W.O.II S.S.M. A. A. 
Copestake on the following successes in recent Rifle Meetings: — 
Oxon./Bucks. Sub. District Rifle Meeting: Highest Individual 
Score; Regimental Rifle Meeting: Highest Individual Score for 
S . M . G ; Royal Signals Southern Command Rifle Meeting: 
Best Shot in Roupell Cup Class A, and also runner-up Champion 
Shot in Team Championship; and indeed to W.O.II and Mrs. 
Copestake on the recent arrival of a son ( n t h June, 1963), 
David Andrew. Also to Signalman R. Day, winner of the 
Javelin Event at the 43rd Wessex Division/District Meeting 
at Taunton with a throw of 154 ft. 4 i in. (a new District 
Record). 

T h e welcome arrival of W.O.I R. C. Evans marks the re-
opening of our " H a m " Radio Club. Look out you Corps 
" Hamsters" for G 3 L P C calling from Bampton in Oxfordshire. 

[Photo: Gloucestershire Newspapers Ltd. 

Visitors to Open Day are instructed by Q.M.S.I. J. Conway, A.P.T.C. 

[Photo: Gloucestershire Newspapers Ltd, 

W.R.A.C. Display 

Junior Leaders Regiment Corps of Drums at Gloucester 

- — — ' j k 

[Photo: Gloucestershire Newspapers Ltd. 
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Lance-Corporal Culling, last N.S.M. departing 16th Regiment 
being presented wi th placque by Commanding Officer—Lieutenant-

Colonel R. W . P. Brader, Royal Signals 

16th H E G I M E N T 
B .F .P .O . 34 

The highlight of adventure training for this month was 
Exercise " C h o p p e r " — i n fact we went airborne. The i2th 
Independent Liaison Flight, Army Air Corps, was in bivouac 
on a nearby training area, and tiiey were invited to use the 
various amenities of the Regiment. In return, two " Aloiwtte " 
helicopters were put at the Regiment's disposal for two hours 
one Saturday morning, and it was decided to incorporate them 
into a small adventure training exercise. Exercise " Chopper " 
involved two platoons of intrepid, fully-armed Royal Signallers, 
one platoon was placed in a defensive position around the land-
ing strip on the training area. It was decided (as they had 
fought off continuous attacks from the marauding Phantasians 
for many days) to bring them back to Bradbury Barracks for a 
" wash and brush-up," and replace them with a relief platoon. 
Using the helicopters, the platoon was relieved quickly, and 
successfully, section by section. T h e exercise completed, the 
helicopters returned to barracks to take other personnel to view 
Krefeld from the air. In effect, an excellent opportunity was 
firmly grasped, and put to good use, and we of i6th Regiment 
are indebted to the pilots of the i2th Independent Liaison 
Flight for a most enjoyable, and instructional, Saturday morning. 

Corps W e e k - e n d . Corps Week-end was celebrated on 
28th/29th June, starting with Regimental dinner nights in the 
Officers' and Warrant Officers' and Sergeants' Messes. A very 
successful fete was held in glorious sunshine on Saturday after-
noon, over £440 was raised, to be distributed 50 per cent to 
S.S.A.F.A. and 50 per cent, pro rata, to the various Benevolent 
Funds of the Regiment and attached units. This total was very 
rewarding after all the hard work that had been put into the 
various stalls. 

Oup Last Na t iona l Serv iceman. On the afternoon 
of Thursday, 30th May, 1963, the last National Serviceman in 
16th Regiment and the Royal Corps of Signals, 23817299 Lance-
Corporal Culling, departed from Bradbury Barracks after having 
been presented with an inscribed plaque by the Commanding 
Officer, Lieutenant-Colonel R. W. P. Brader. He is returning 
from whence he came—the high seas—to continue his occupa-
tion as a radio operator in the Merchant Navy. We wish him 
every success and hope to hear from him " over the air " when 
our new amateur radio station comes into being in the very 
near future. 

Cricket . The cricket season started, as it usually does, 
with a cold, rainy day, and a rather weak side was defeated, but 
not disgraced at the hands of Command Pay Office. C.P.O. 
scored 73 and we were all out for 28. Revenge was sweet, 
and a week later we defeated C.P.O., the game being a very 
tight one, we scored 32 runs and, due to a magnificent sus-
tained effort of fast bowling by Corporal Joiner (7 for 15) bowled 
our opponents out for 31. T h e Welsh Guards suffered a 
similar fate at the hands of Joiner (7 for 2) and were bowled 
out for 44 runs, and W.O.I Warren and Staff Sergeant Howie 
knocked off the runs comfortably after the loss of three 
wickets. Subseqently we have lost against H.Q., B.A.O.R., and 
13th Regiment,_the last was a close-fought game, with our 
opponents bowling us out for only 20 runs short of their 
total. 

A m a t e u r R a d i o Club. Following the receipt of a grant 
of £200 from the Nuffield Trust a D X i o o U Transmitter kit was 
purchased. After much labour carried out on the Adjutant's 
Dining Room Table, completed by Corporal Prior in a little 
dark room in Bradbury Barracks, the end product finally emerged 
and to everybody's astonishment it worked first time. Its & s t 
excursion on the air was in the back of an L .C .V. kindly loaned 
by Medium Radio Troop. Owing to difficulties regarding accom-
modation, a permanent home was not found for it until shortly 
before the S.O.-in-C.'s visit. Drastic steps were taken to house 
it and this was done by throwing out the go-carts and other 
associated equipment from Block 28, where the transmitter is 
now effectively installed. There are, however, unfortunately no 
fully licensed amateurs in the Club (although steps are rapidly 
being taken to acquire club licences) but the station is on the 
air by courtesy of Captain A. W . Birley, R.A.S.C. (DL2DJ) and 
a co-operative German friend (DJOCB) who three or four even-
ings a week kindly attends club meetings to enable them to ' get 
on the air.' There are some 20 active members of the club and 
it is hoped that during the coming winter this number will 
rapidly expand. We are at present thinking in terms of devoting 
the summer period to the erection of a vast amount of aerial 
gear so that when the dark evenings come we shall be able to 
enjoy the fruits of our labours. T h e station is ' on the a i r ' on 
A M but it is hoped that during the forthcoming winter to build 
an S S B Transmitter and also to produce equipment for use on 
the 2-metre band. We would welcome contacts with any Royal 
Signals club station wherever they may be. 

17tii C U R K U A R E G I M E N T 
SEREMBAIV 

Since our last notes the Queen's Birthday Parade has come 
and gone. After a dress rehearsal which was somewhat upset 
by persistent rain, all went well on the day itself. The parade 
was held in Rasah Camp and proved a most popular attraction, 
according to the local press, as they reported that there were 
more than 2,000 si>ectators. During the parade Lieutenant 
(T.O.T.) C . J. Bayfield and W.O.II (F. of S.) Grigby were 
present^ with their Long Service and Good Conduct Medals. 

T h e Regiment sent Major Davies to fill one of the staff 
spaces in the Signal Branch of S E A T O Field Force on the 
recent S E A T O Exercise, " Dhanarajata," in Thailand. Major 
Davies was fortunate in that he was able to travel over much 
of Thailand and visit some of the centres of interest. He came 
back full of stories of the country, the people, the temples and 
the City of Bangkok. 

During the exercis® H.M. T h e King of Thailand visited the 
S E A T O Field Force H.Q. 

T h e Staff of S E A T O Field Forces was made up of all Services 
of member nations, and proved an excellent meeting place of 
old and new friends. 

H.M. King of Thailand visits SEATO Field Force H.Q. Major Davies 
Is about to be presented 
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i n th I I E G I M E N T 
The C'hsinginf^ Face of S ingapore 

Some of our readers may have already spent a tour in 
Singapore, and others may well soon do so. For both groups, 
this article is written, for the face of Singapore is changing so 
rapidly that a visitor of ten years ago would scarcely recognise 
the rural areas of Singapore Island as it is today. 

Singapore—The Lion City—is the world's fifth largest port 
and the world's chief market for tin and rubber. Here East 
and West truly meet, with the various traditions, religions, 
languages and customs of the cosmopolitan population. Beside 
the indigenous Muslim Malay live the Buddhists, Hindus and 
Christians, all quite prepared to mix in business and pleasure. 

Singapore's history dates way back to 6,000 B.C., when the 
ancestors of what are now the Australian Aborigines passed 
through. Since then Singapore has been largely influenced, in 
turn, by the Indian, Malay, Javanese and British. T h e island 
became a British settlement in 1819, with the landing of Stam-
ford Raffles. T h e progress since then has been absolutely 
phenomenal. One hundred and fifty fishermen greeted Raffles 
when he arrived, but with the steady influx of the various races, 
the population has reached million, and in ten years' time 
is expected to be milhon. This tremendous increase in popu-
lation poses many problems, such as housing, schools and em-
ployment. A master-plan, published in 1956, sought to solve 
some of these problems. Private building projects failed to keep 
abreast of the demand for accommodation, but the Singapore 
Improvement Trust built blocks of flats in various parts of 
the city for the average wage-earner. The Singapore Housing 
and Development Board, as it is now known, is now producing 
a flat every forty-five minutes. These huge blocks of flats which 
were non-existent as short a time ago as 1958 now dominate 
the skyline in so many areas of the city—Alexandra, Kallang 
and Havelock. 

T e n miles from the city, what is to be virtually a new 
industrial town is being built. This is the 5,000-acre Jurong 
industrial estate, which is also to have shipbuilding yards and 
dockyard facilities. Also being built are two somewhat smaller 
estates—The Redhill and Tanglin Halt Industrial Estates. These 
are primarily designed for the " family " industry, where financial 
aid is given to a workshop or factory owner to enable him to 
set up in new and better conditions. The main problem with 
Sinppore's industries is the limited home market. With the 
setting up of Malaysia, which embraces Singapore, Sarawak, 
Brunei, North Borneo and Malaya, her home market will expand 
and consequently goods can be produced in greater quantities 
and thus more cheaply. 

The Master Plan also called for open spaces, playing fields, 
beach resorts and improved river traffic. 

The long-awaited national theatre is nearing completion, 
built on a site in King George V Park. T h e old civil airport 
at Kallang has long since disappeared, to be replaced by the 
International Airport at Paya Lebar. A fine dual carriageway, 
the Nicoll Highway, now links the city centre with the east 
coast road, and is carried across the Kallang River by the 
majestic Merdeka Bridge. 

This then, is the Singapore of today, a much-changed island 
to that of ten years ago, but with the rate of progress of the 
new East, it will have altered much again by 1973. 

A D a y in the L i f e of a Dcspatcii R i d e r 
B Y L A N C E - C O R P O R A L M C K A Y 

I am employed as an S.D.R. at the Signal Centre, H.Q., 
F A R E L F , which is situated in Tanglin, about five miles from 
the city centre of Singapore. 

During my duty hours, if I am not out collecting and 
delivering high-precedence traffic to one of the many Head-
quarters or units in Singapore, I assist the Signal Despatch 
Office Clerks. We have a large and busy Signal Despatch Office 
and undertake many Signal Despatch Rider runs. In an average 
day I travel about 200 miles. 

As an S.D.R., I see most of the interesting places in Singapore 
in the course of my duty. Each time I leave the H.Q. area 
I go past the famous Singapore Botanical Gardens, which have 
one of the largest orchid collections in the world. It was here 
that the first rubber trees were grown in Malaya and Singapore, 
from seeds sent from K e w Gardens. 

If I am on a journey into Malaya, I have to go past the 
beautiful and impressive Kranji War Cemetery, then across the 
Johore Straits by the Causeway, which joins Singapore and 
Malaya together. 

Lance-Corporal Allan and Signalman Holland at the Signal Despatch 
Office, Tanglin 

Another very interesting run is to Changi, by the east coas.t 
road, here the Singapore government have started a large 
project to reclaim acres of land from the sea. Further on, I 
pass the notorious Changi Jail, built in 1936, and now used 
to house Singapore's criminals. It was on<x the temporary home 
of many prisoners-of-war. 

I think my favourite run is to the Consulates and High 
Commissions, where I meet people of every race and nationality, 
all of whom are very friendly and often give me foreign stamps 
for my collection. 

Singapore is progressing so quickly with its land reclamation 
schemes, school building programmes and the rapid erection 
of skyscraper blocks of flats for thousands of its inhabitants. I 
think I am lucky being a D.R. to be able to watch the day-by-
day energetic progress of the Singapore State, as it prepares for 
entry into the proposed Federation to be known as Malaysia, 
in August, 1963. 

21st U K U I M E N T 
n .F .P .O . 43 

Pr incess R o y a l D a y . On the 43rd Anniversary Birth-
day of the Corps, the Regiment took the opportunity to hold 
a Church Parade for C. of E. and P.M.U.B. and invited all 
wives and families to attend. A collection was taken for the 
Corps Benevolent Fund and afterwards coffee and biscuits were 
served, and to which our Roman Catholics also came. 

I las lehust T r o p h y . Due to the efforts of our late 
C.O., Lieutenant-Colonel D . M. Haslehust, in obtaining large 
loans from the R.A.F. and C.S.O., 
B . A . O . R , the Regiment was able 
to purchase 100 bicycles direct 
from the trade. These bicycles are 
on loan to members of the Regi-
ment at D M 2.00 per week. Already 
the loans are repaid and an excel-
lent income is now available to the 
P.R.I. These bicycles are an 
extremely valuable amenity, as 
distances on the airfields are very 
large and, for example, the ten 
minutes' walk from billet to cook-
house is only a minute by bicycle. 

In order to see whether the Regi-
ment had any budding or potential 
riders for the " Tour de France," 
Major " T e r r y " Canham, our 
P.R.I, financial wizard suggested 
that a bicycle rally might be an 
interesting and worthwhile event, 
and before Colonel Dennis 
Haslehust left the Regiment, he 
very generously provided a most 
handsome trophy for annual com-
petition. 

On Sunday, i6th June, the first 
rally was held over a 28 - mile 
course. Over fifty riders entered 
and found that an extremely inter- indiv 
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Some of the competitors in the cycle rally 

esting and varied programme had been devised by Major 
Canham—riders were despatched every minute and had to 
contend with a pure speed section, a hill climb, an average 
speed section, map-reading, questions on the Highway Code, 
and finally a short sprint and braking test, followed by a slow 
as possible 30 yards. Each section was well umpired and con-
trolled. 

T h e ultimate winner was Lance-Corporal Croot, from " H " 
Troop, at Brueggen, who completed the course with a loss of 
only 16 points, and the winning team was from the Q.M.'s de-
partment—R.Q.M.S. Palmer, Lance-Corporal Bellis, Signalman 
Richardson and the German Clerk, Herr " W i l l y " Walianea, 
followed by the " D " Troop, from Brueggen, Second-Lieutenant 
Homewood, Signalmen Tarrant, Nicholl and Moss. 

Without doubt, it was a most excellent day's recreation for 
both competitors and spectators. 

2 Squadron . 2 Squadron nobly represented the Regi-
ment in the Rhine Area Hockey League, 1962/63, and under 
the inspiring leadership of Major Eric Collins, produced a team 
from 120 Drivers and LineirJ;n (some of whom had never 
held a hockey stick), which not only finished fifth from bottom, 
but with another four points would have finished in the top 
half. Many of the tmits in this league have an establishment 
of over 1,000. Our sincere congratulations go to them all. 

Inter-Troop Athletics.—On 7th July, 2 Squadron organised 
a Troop athletics afternoon. Each of the five Troops pro-
vided a team of eight, headed by its Troop officer, and each 
member of the Troop had to compete in six field and four track 
events—namely, 100, 200, 400 and 1500 metres, high jump, long 

Mrs. Ghaut wins the Throwing the Rolling Pin event 

jump, shot, discus, javelin and hop-step-and-jump. T h e excite-
ment was intense, and the result not Imovra until after the last 
event was decided and D " Heavy Cable Troop announced 
as the winners. T o enliven the proceedings a ladies' event— 
" Throwing the rolling-pin " — w a s included. Mrs. Ghaut, the 
winner, threw over 60ft., and it probably accounts for Lance-
Corporal Ghaut's expert side-step on the rugger pitch. Mrs. 
Eric Collins managed to break a rolling pin in her hands 
whilst "warming up," and Mrs. Gatehouse dispersed the 
sp\5ctators standing behind and on each side of her by throwing 
her pin some 50ft. vertically. 

2 2 i i i l K E C I M K N T 
IS.F.P.O. 1 « 

There were two main events during the month; the 
S.O.-in-C.'s visit and a longer and unusual Regimental 
Exercise, " Rapier Thrust V H I . " 

T h e first part of this Exercise consisted of two long night 
moves as a competition, movement being stopped as soon as 
V.H.F. comms were " out." When it became apparent that the 
distance was not going to be met, the improvement in recceing 
good V.H.F. sites quickly was astonishing! T h e second phase 
of the Exercise was an attack by I Squadron on an objective 
which was stouidy defended by 2 Squadron. 

T h e Second-in-Command picked the highest point to be 
defended, radar station, and achieved his objective of making 
everybody work to get there. This included the C.O., who 
was with the attacking force, leading a platoon up a very 
steep hill in the pitdi dark. 

T h e attack went in soon after midnight and the umpires 
very unfairly stopped the battle just when it began to get 
interesting and pronounced a draw. After hot stew and tea 
on the battlefield the Regiment returned to the harbour area. 

244 Squadron A.S. have held a Squadron camp on the shores 
of the Baltic near the small German resort of Kellenhausen. 
Although the remainder of the Unit f e d this is somediing of a 
rest, talking to some " Red Hand " individuals, you would not 
think so. But surely a change is as good as . . . ? 

No. 2 Squadron, training Radio Operators, has crossed the 
" hump " of trainees and is beginning to run down. Several 
instructors borrowed from other Units in i (B.R.) Corps have 
already returned to their Regiment, and we should like to thank 
the N.C.O.s themselves and their Units for their help. Both 
the original O.C., Major P. H. Flear, and the S.S.M., W . O . H 
Paterson, have Irft for new jobs, and we wish them the best 
of luck in the future. 

28 lh I t E G I M K N T 
B .F .P .O . 34 

This month has been noteworthy for the establishment of a 
strong detachment who live in Belgium and work in Holland. 
We now have Belgian and Dutch soldiers who are stationed 
with the Regiment in Germany and British soldiers who are 
stationed in Belgium and work in Holland in No. 3 Joint Signal 
Centre. All most confusing. A round trip can easily involve 
eight frontier crossings in one afternoon. 

Our detachment are in good heart, despite certain culinary 
surprises. Some of them were possibly a little sad at leaving 
the gay lights and female company of Rheindahlen, but recent 
reports indicate they were not lonely for long. 

T h e detachment's first pay parade was a great success. W e 
sent the Paymaster down in a helicopter. This enormously im-
pressed the local Belgian military population, who thought that 
only V.I.P.s could travel in such things. 

O n the subject of aerial matters. This month Second-
Lieutenant Leigh Hood is to be congratulated on a magnificent 
gliding flight to over 20,000 feet at Lasham in an Army machine, 
using the lift of a thunderstorm. We hope this will have given 
him an International Diamond for Height (a climb of over 5,000 
metres). It certainly gave him the experience of being struck 
by lightning at the top of his climb but he assures us that so 
much of the machine as he landed was perfectly repairable. 
Normally he spends his week-ends with the back seat of the 
Corps glider strapped to his seat, and he guarantees to teach 
all he knows to any member of the Corps who is new enough 
and takes the trouble to come out to Bruggen airfield. 
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B Y APPOINTMENT 

T O HER MAJESTY THE QUEEN 
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T h e military department specialises in making presenta-

tion plate, mess plate, cups and other trophies : these m a y 

be to your own design, from a picture or sketch, or w e can 

produce designs to suit your requirements. 

G A R R A R D The Crown Jewellers 

1 1 2 R E G E N T S T R E E T W 1 R E G E N T 7 0 2 0 

Printed in Great Britain SUPPLEMENT No. 1 -PAGE THREE 



O U R N A L S 

SlenVille 

g o o d n e s s 

e i i V i U e 

salute. 
tkeFLoA/omof 

"g reen labe l " 

C H U T N E Y i ™ , 

SAUCE ffi 
One of Sharwood's 
quality food products 

D.K 
THE SAUCE T H A T DOES YOU QOOD 

For Your Enjoyment 

C a l l a r d & B o w s e r ' s 
Celebrated "Thist le Brand" 

B U T T E R - S C O T C H 
Famous since 1837 

T. M. B I R K E T T , 
B I L L I N G T O N 
& N E W T O N L T D . 
HANLEY It LONGPOm 
STOKE-ON-TRINT 

Specialising in 
N O N - F E R R O U S C A S T I N G S 

OF EVERY DESCRIPTION 

S t i n t s 

The only way 

to find out if 

Regal Fruit Drops and 

Everton Mints taste 

as good as they look 

is to TRY them: 

S M I J H S 
have GPispness 

in the bag! 
Smith's Potato Crisps Limited. 

Creai West Road, Brentford. Middlesex. 

Y o u g e t m o r e 
f o r y o u r m o n e y 

w i t h a l l 

Bacratts 
s w e e - t s 

MADE IN WOOD GREEN LONDON 

M E C C A N O 
DINKY TOYS 
H O R N B Y TRAINS 

m BAYKO 

H A L L & E A R L LTD. 
'Puritax' Mills, Tudor Road, 

LEICESTER 
Manufacturers of Underwear in Wool, 
Cotton, Art. Silk, etc. Branded "Puritex" 
Gramsf "HANDiL" 'Phon*: a3l05'6'7 

Refreshes after work, travel and sport 

W r fright's 
C O A L T A R S O A P 

IDEAL FOR TOILET BATH AND NURSERY 

Young at every age in 

Members of H.M. Forces 
are given 5 % discount 
on all purchases 

Cecil Gee 
I N T E R N A T I O N A L M E N ' S W E A R 

110 Charing Cross Road, London, WC2 

Fashion Clothes for men 

Get details of the 
Cecil Gee 600 Club for men 
who appreciate good clothes 
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The Corps Information Tent manned by Corporal A. Mclndoe 
and Corporal T . Parsonage 

30th R E G I M E N T 

July is always a month with a full sporting programme but in 
addition to the usual sports afternoon activities of cricket, tennis 
and swimming we have had a big sailing programme and have 
taken part in the Southern Command, Royal Signals and Bisley 
Rifle Meetings. 

On week-ends 7th-9th and I4th-i6th June the Regiment pro-
vided communications (15 x A41 sets) for the Poole Bay Olympic 
Sailing Association Regatta and the National Shearwaters 
Championships. For the latter event we also provided race 
officers and manned rescue boats. Our communicators camped 
on the beach at Sandbanks and as this period was also a heat-
wave they came back with a deep sun tan. 

On the week-end of 22nd-23rd June the Southern Command 
A.S.A. Regatta was held at Poole. We congratulate our Com-
manding Officer and Captain D. H. Briggs, on reaching the 
final, and are delighted to report that Captain Briggs came third 
in a Firefly. The Commanding Officer was less fortunate but 
afterwards reported the swimming conditions excellent. Our 
Garrison Commander, Colonel Blackburne, also reached the 
final and was one of the few who managed to complete the 
course. For the first time the threat from A.E.R. looked serious. 
During the Regatta the Royals Signals Trophy, presented to 
LUliput Sailing Club last year for open competition, was sailed. 
This handicap race from Poole Harbour to Studland Bay was 
won by a catamaran of Lilliput Sailing Club, another catamaran 
came second and Captain D . S. Keech came third in an Albacore. 

In the Corps Rifie Meeting the Regiment came third. T h e 
following shot particularly well: Corporal W. G. Bell, 4th in 
overall individual competition, ist in Roupell Cup. W.O.II 
F. C. Williams, 5th in overall individual competition. 

The Regimental team came second in the Roupell Cup, fourth 
in the Henry Whitehead Cup, and third in the Methuen Cup. 
Subsequently Corporal Bell was placed in the Army H u n d r ^ 
at Bisley. 

This is an honour which does not often come to the Corps, 
and we congratulate Corporal Bell and wish him luck. 

T h e Regiment was represented at the Royal Counties Show 
by the Pimpernel Beagles (Royal Signals). The Master (Mr. A. 
B. Cole) and Huntsman (Staff Sergeant Hills) paraded before 
an appreciative audience with l o j couple of hounds and showed 
the pack trotting and walking and also the call to the horn. 

We welcome back to the Regiment the detachment of 640 
Troop who have just returned from Exercise " Dhana Raiata " 
in Thailand. They arrived just in time to say farewell to 
another of their detachments which is now in British Guiana. 

For the third successive year the Regiment provided a stand 
at the Aldershot Army Display. We occupied some 12,000 
square feet of the static display area on Queen's Parade, Aider-
shot, and the display included a camouflaged communication 
centre, D i i radio stations, mobile radio stations provided by 216 
Squadron (Parachute Brigade), a line laying detachment of 638 
Troop (Air Formation) and radio relay detachments of 3rd 
Regiment. 

A feature of the display was the Corps Mobile Demonstration 
Unit " Quicksilver " which had been taken out of the original 
trailers and redesigned as four prefabricated portable stands. 
These were equipped with a variety of Royal Signals activities, 
including a working model depicting Royal Signals with a task 
force, a demonstration of facsimile equipment, a display of 
communications equipment producing an overseas news service, 
and an almost continuous film show. 

[Courtesy Army Public Relations 

Private Pat Thomas, W.R .A .C . , a teleprinter operator of 262 
Squadron, models beachwear at a fashion show for service wives 
at the Church of England Soldiers', Sailors' and Airmen's Club, 

in Cyprus 

4 6 SetlTADKON II.A.S.C. ( L . C . T . ) 
C O S P O R T , H A N T S 

W e have been sorry to lose Sergeant Rogers and Corporal 
Longmore on posting to the Trucial Oman Scouts. We wish 
them the best of luck and hope they have a most prosperous 
tour. 

Our replacements are Corporal Browne and Signalmen Finch 
and Schofield and we hope they will soon settle down in this 
out of the ordinary job and enjoy their time with this Unit. 

T h e equipment fitted in the ships is civilian Marconi Marine. 
T h e type is knovra as the Fulmar transmitter with the Guardian 
V receiver. The transmitter is crystal controlled 10 channel and 
the frequency range is from 1,600-3,800 Kcs. The operating 
facilities offered are R / T Simplex, Duplex, M C W Keying and 
automatic alarm system on the internal distress frequency. T h e 
transmitter has a maximum output of 75 watts with a reduced 
output of 50 watts. The equipment is very simple to operate 
and has given us very good service, although it has the dis-
advantages that with so small a frequency coverage, it is not 
ideally suited for operations. T h e Guardian receiver is quite a 
useful piece of equipment, its frequency range being covered in 
three bands, 190 to 525 Kcs, 1,600 to 4,500 Kcs and 5 M c s -
13 Mcs, with the crystal spot frequencies. T h e systems offered 
are R / T Simplex/Duplex and C W . Both transmitter and 
receiver power supply is 24 volt D C . 

The ships are also fitted with a very old Admiralty set known 
as the Marconi T G Y 2 with CR 300 receivers. There is also an 
installation of this type fitted as a shore station. This equipment 
is so old that to tune the transmitter as per hand-book is 
virually an impossibility—earliest major service recorded, 1945! 
Our W.O.-in-Charge Signals has been known, as a last resort, 
to get down on his knees and pray to it to give him an output. 
It is hoped, however, to get a new shore station in the near 
future, possibly a Marconi Oceanspan, with an Atlantic Receiver. 
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212 S Q U A D R O N 
I I .F .P.O, 36 

This Squadron, as one of the Brigade Group Squadrons of 
2nd Regiment in B.A.O.R., is well experienced in the problems 
involved in providing reliable communications for a Brigade 
Group in North Germany. Not at all times under the same 
command, as such its experience has not been unique and not 
really worth mentioning in THE WIRE. 

However, this year, with National Service ending, and the 
build-up of the Regular Army, it was decreed that units 
would be allowed to develop their own collective training. T h e 
Officer Commanding decided there was a requirement for self-
confidence in their ability to carpr out independent military 
action, which may call for initiative and endurance and also 
to give junior leaders the opportunity of controlling such action 
without detailed instructions. 

Such were the ideas that gave birth to Exercise " May 
Queen." T h e purpose of recording our experiences is to inform 
past members of the Squadron of our activities and to give other 
Squadrons contemplating anything similar, the benefit of our 
experiences. 

Planning.—It was decided that a change of environment was 
necessary, so Lake Constance was chosen, purely from the 
map—it being impossible to go any further south! The 
appropriate training area forms required by the Services Liaison 
Organisation were duly completed and cleared. But because 
Lake Constance is in the French operational area in Germany, 
we had to inform the French through the British L.O. U n -
fortunately we failed to do this.—That was Lesson No. i . 

We decided to include some elementary watermanship, which 
necessitated our camp being close by water—preferably on the 
lakeside. 

Reconnaissance.—Due to other commitments, it was im-
possible to make an early recce involving a round trip of i,ooo 
miles as should have been done. Therefore Captain Powell 
(2nd Regiment) and Lieutenant Robins of the Squadron set out 
a move 48 hours ahead of the main body. After much searching 
they located a suitable area—in fact a civilian camp site. We 
leamt two lessons: 

(a) Had we contacted the French they may have helped us to 
find a suitable camp; (b) a civilian camp site out of the tourist 
season offers various facilities such as washing facilities and a 
canteen which makes a difference to camp comforts. 

Movement.—It was found that normal movement orders were 
insufficient for such a move. Consequently one vehicle detached 
itself from the main body finishing up in the hospitable hands 
of the French. T h e lesson being that the strictest convoy dis-
cipline must be enforced at the risk of reducing overall speed. 

Radio was employed and worked well in the overall control 
but in transmission were not enough. 

Exercises.—In the seven days' training time allowed, the 
following was carried out by independent patrols: 

(a) A march of approximately 15 miles. 
(b) A cross country march of 10 miles. 
(c) A forced march of eight miles. 
(d) Watermanship training. 
(e) A 48 hours initiative exercise. 

T h e judges made the following awards: 
(a) Best Patrol Leader: Staff Sergeant (F.O.S.) Lee. 

Runner-up: Lance-Corporal Dawes. 
(b) Soldiers judged to have put the most into the exercise: 

Signalmen Mountain, Alcock and Smith. 
(c) Best effort by new intake of soldiers: Signalman 

McKenzie. 
Lesson Learned.—Undoubtedly these could have been set out 

before the exercise even took place but they could only be leamt 
by all ranks doing it the hard way. 

(a) T h e need for physical fitness combined with personal 
hygiene—^watch that gippy tummy! 

(b) T h e need for leaders to be in command all the time and 
look after their men's interests in all matters, and for them 
never, never to pack up! 

(c) T h e need for any soldier to take responsibility when it 
comes. Where is that senior soldier who didn't know who was 
in charge? 

(d) T h e part that determination plays when physical endur-
ance is finished. Guts in others words, and that is what the 
exercise was really all about. 

Staff Sergeant K. Norris, A.P.T.C. , instructs soldiers of other 
units and W.R .A .C . of 235 Squadron in the Royal Life Saving Society's ^ 
Life Saving Techniques. The course was run at the Robb Lido. ^ 

Malta, where the facilities are excellent 

NO . I M I L I TARY P ROF I C I ENCY C O U R S E II T O I 
Back row, left to right: Corpora l L. E. Perham, Corpora l A . W . Ather ton , Corpora l 
E. T . Dorsecc, Corpora l C . Hitchcock, Corpora l I. L . Edington, Corpora l B. W . 
Borrman, Centre row, left to right: Sergeant C . P. Mann, Corpora l C . Moore, 
Corpora l R. A . V^alker, Corpora l R. M. T ranter , Sergeant A . MIfsud, Sergeant 
R. F, D i xon , Corpora l M. Stoneham, Corpora l J . M. Hammonds, Corpora l R . V . 
Alden, Sergeant Gordon. Front row, left to right: Staff Sergeant D . H . M. Rumse/ , 
W .O . U (S.S .M.) Laycock, Major M. W . Pollard, Royal Signals, Brigadier B . 

Kingzett , C . B . E . , M.C . , Major J . A . C . Uniacke, R .M. , Q .M.S . R. Br ier ly 
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In recent months hardly a day has passed without Staff 
Sergeant Rumsey—lajte of Sandhurst—joyftiUy announcing to 
some unsuspecting member of the Squadron, " Y o u are on a 
course next week." Make no mistake the axe falls relentlessly 
and is no respector of rank. A.C.E. I, Guards Drill, T . O . T . 
Refresher, Military Proficiency Class III; take your pick, sooner 
or later it happens to you. Yet on the Monday of the third 
week in June tiiere was silence in the Training Office. It was 
unbelievable; no-one nominated for a course by Tuesday. Was 
Staff Sergeant Rumsey ill? No.; he had been seen in fine form 
on Saturday evening; he was not on leave, as this is always 
well planned so that the traiining effort is in no way affected. 
What could it be? Suddenly the word spread, the Post N.C.O. 
had seen a letter nomiinacing a Staff Sergeant for a course. On 
second thoughts, yes, it was Rumsey on a Fire N.C.O.'s course. 
T h e news soon spread; even Scamp, the W.R.A.C. mascot, 
shook himself fiercely. On the last occasion that he tried this 
he ended up with a week's attachment to the R.M.P. Dog 
Section Mosta, " to smarten himself up—because he looked as if 
he were doing the twist." 

On a more serious note, between ioth-24th M a y and 
iath-22nd June two Military Proficiency Courses Q a s s II - 1 
have been run by the Squadron and students have been drawn 
from all Royal Signals Units Malta and Libya. These courses 
have been rather unusual in that they were run at the Royal 
Marine Training Centre, Ghajn Tuffieha, in dose liaison with 
the Royal Marines. Each course lasted two weeks and the 
students lived in. Brigadier B. Kingsett, C.B.E., M.C., Deputy 
Commander, Malta and Libya, took tfhe salute on the first 
passing off parade. These courses proved to be a tremendous 
success and were thoroughly enjoyed by all. A n interesting 
aftermath was that in a local rifle meeting in March a Squadron 



team consisting of Captain M. Thorman, Captain P. D. E. 
Chase, Corporal C. Moore and Corporal F. T . Costello 
eliminated the R.M.T.C. Cadre team in die second round of the 
falling plate compecition. Tell it to the Marines, but please 
do not forward the replies to us. Wlhile on the subject of 
shooting, Captains Thorman and Chase were both selected to 
fire for the Army team in the annual Inter-Service Smallbore 
match; for the record, the Navy won. 

We welcome Lieutenant (Tfc.) Budden to the Squadron 
on commissioning as our C.D.S.O. He replaces Captain (Tfc.) 
V. R. Clarke, who is destined for 13th Regiment. In the same 
vein W.O.II T . Laycock and W.O.II M. Molony have recently 
arrived to take up the appointments of S.S.M. and R.Q.M.S. 
W.O.II (R.Q.M.S.) D. F. Langston has left to join 207 
Squadron. The Squadron hockey team should start the season 
in high spirits w i ^ these two arrivals to boost their ranks. 
Both Lieutenant Budden and R.Q.M.S. Molony were presented 
with the L.S. and G.C. by the C.R. Signals, Maha and Libya, 
Lieutenant-Colonel A. J. Qarke, at the annual Corps Church 
Parade held at Imtarfa on Sunday, 23rd June. Congratulations 
to them both. The proverb " Birds of a feather flock together " 
has been proved again. 

As usual, the Squadron has been featuring in the local 
spirting world, the basketball team have won the Malta Guards 
Challenge Cup, presented by Carreras Cigarettes and competed 
for by all Service and civiliM teams. The success of this team 
has been largely due to the inspired captaincy and leadership of 
W.O.II (A.Q.M.S.) Hastings, of our attached R.E.M.E. Tele-
communications Workshop. Although we regret his imminent 
departure we feel that his ai>pointment to a combatant com-
mission in R.E.M.E. is well deserved. 

Royal Signals (Malta) cricke: team, selected from 234 
Squadron and 235 Squadron, continues to do well in the Inter-
Unit League and at the time of going to press are weU placed 
to win. In order to cater for the eoihusiasm of cricket fans in 
Malta, a Royal Signals Test Match Service has been instituted 
at T a Wied Rini receiver station to cover the currest Test 
series between England and the West Indies. Any subscriber on 
a military exchange can obtain an up-to-date score at any time 
during the hours of play by dialing the appropriate number. 

There has been a growing interest in sailing within the 
Squadron. In June the O.C., Major M. W. Pollard, was a 
member of a predominately Royal S i s a l s crew which won the 
annual Inter-Service Malta to Catania Race. For once three 
men in a boat came to no harm! Congratulations to all con-
cerned. With rumours of ' inter-Service' integration in the 
air it would appear that Royal Signals Malta are ready to take 
on their share of the Navy's role. 

There has been a great deal of activity on the swimming 
front and several members of the Squadron have attended Royal 
Life Saving Institute Courses organised by the A.P.T.C. at the 
Robb Lido. Two members of the W.R.A.C. successfully com-
pleted the course. Private Ryder was awarded the Bronze 
Medallion while Private Atkinson went one step further and 
was awarded her Instruction Certificate. For good measure she 
also qualified as a Diver Instructor (scuba) Class III. 

224 S<|UADnON ( R A M O T R A I N I N G ) 

The temporary absence of our Officer Commanding, Major 
F. A. Wainwright, and Squadron Sergeant-Major, W.O.II I. 
McLoughlin, to the Elysian Fields (Northern Command Sf^rts), 
has given the Squadron an opportunity to reappear in print. 

Parents, wives and fiances recently visited our Squadron lines 
and barrack rooms for our Annual Regimental Weekend and 
were impressed by our " n e w look." The visitors were shown 
all places of interest and are now reassured everything possible 
is being done to keep 'em happy. While the sun shone the first 
afternoon the Quartermaster's (Captain D. A. L. Murray) team 
eclipsed " A " Troop six-a-side on the cricket field and the 
Squadron Cricket Cup is now on his AB115. 

When the sun had gone to rest, the bright lights and soft music 
from the dining rooms attracted our members to the Regimental 
dance. Many W.R.A.C. from Melton Mowbray came, but 
departed like CindereUas at midnight, much to our chagrin and 
dismay, but on the whole the evening was judged a tremendous 
success. 

At the crack of dawn, or so it must have felt to many late 
night revellers, the Squadron paraded for a church service at 
St. Paul's Woodhouse Eaves. At the church the Squadron was 

joined by the Loughborough Branch of the Association under 
Brigadier J. J. Duvivier, C.B.E. After the service they marched 
through the village to the Royal Signals Band, and the salute 
was taken by Colonel B. H. P. Barnes, O.B.E. 

Our Regimental Weekend closed with a Royal Signals Band 
Concert, followed by tea and cakes for the departing guests. 
After the Regimental Weekend, our cooks were placed second 
in the Northern Command Cookery Contest. 

At a well organised Social Evening in the Warrant Officers' 
and Sergeants' Mess a football sweep prize of £32 was won by 
Mr. Holmes who was about to go on holiday. We are certain 
he enjoyed himself! Many other prizes were laid on by Staff 
Sergeant Riddell who did a good job of collecting the money 
in advance. " Ten men went to mow "—well, not quite; but 
ten men including Sergeant O'Connor had straw in their boots 
after assisting the Leicestershire Agricultural Show for two days. 

The Loughborough Branch of the Royal Signals Association 
held its annual fete in Beaumanor Park and raised £42. The 
Squadron managed several stalls, but none more successful than 
the Squadron Sergeant-Major's. Many visitors to the fete enjoyed 
paying 6d. for the opportunity to drench the Squadron Sergeant-
Major, though it is rumoured fatigues were multitudinous the 
following Monday. 

This month we have said farewells to Captain A. L . Watson 
on posting to Junior Leaders Regiment, Royal Signals, and to 
Second-Lieutenant A. K. Wright on posting to 13th Regiment. 
Both were traditionally wined and dined before departure. We 
welcome Lieutenant C. A. Brown and Second-Lieutenant C. H, 
Dickinson (mit Hunde) as replacements. 

The Squadron annual sports day was held on the 20th June 
and the Cadre won the team prize. Private Goodburn was 
voted the best all-round athlete, with Lance-Corporal Richard-
son a close second. The Warrant Officers' and Sergeants' 
Mess for the ' umpteenth' year won the T u g of War. Prizes 
were presented by Mrs. Watson. Courses fill our working and 
leisure hours. M P.T. courses continue until dusk, and students 
will swot in classrooms for the ACE's until Corps Memorandum 
No. II is carried out to the letter. Eighty candidates sat their 
Army Certificate of Education Second Class a few days ago— 
Ripley, is this a record? 

Stop Press: As we have won the Northern Command Minor 
Units sports we compete at Aldershot late July for the Army 
Championships. At cricket, too, the Squadron won convincingly 
against Leicester University Department of Adult Education. 

225» S Q U A D R O N ( R E R I . I N ) 

Squadron Rifle Meeting.—Our Inter-Troop Competition was 
ably run under the eagle eye of W.O.II (S.S.M.) K. Hadfield, 
who was busy talent spotting for the Squadron Team. The 
competition was won by Comcen Troop and M / Q Troop and 
individual results were: 

Best S.L R., Corporal Keohane; Pistol, W.O.II Wilson; Young 
Soldier, Signalman Carson. 

The team then trained hard for the Brigade meeting, on 7th 
and 8th May, and eventually came second in the Minor Units 
Competition. Our results were: First, L.M.G.; third, S.L.R.; 
fourth, S.M.G. 

The L M.G. team of Sergeant Cole, Lance-Corporal Garland, 
Signalman Buchanan and Smith (030) produced excellent scores 
and beat, on aggregate, the three Infantry Battalions competing 
as Major Units. They received medals from the Brigade Com-
mander. In addition. Corporal Keohane, Corporal Watson and 
Signalman Carson qualified for the Berlin 40. 

Rugby.—Some time ago the Squadron amalgamated with 247 
Provost Company to form a ' Corps' rugby side in Berlin. In 
fact they soon became the second Berlin team. On 20th April 
two teams were duly entered in the Berlin VII's and covered 
themselves in glory. The second team, which had Sergeant 
Lowe, Corporal Bruce and Signalman Petrie playing, won their 
first round and were then knocked out in the second half of 
extra time in their second match. The " A " Team, of 
Lieutenant Davies, Lance-Corporal Leather, Lance-Corporal 
Henderson and Signalman Phillips, got into the final, beating 
three good teams. In the final they met The Welch Regiment 
" A " Team and though they eventually lost 13—6, were lead-
ing 6—5 at half-time. (Interesting to note that the winners 
went on to win the B.A.O.R. VII's the next week!). 

On 4th and 6th May, Berlin were hosts to Aberavon R.F.C., 
who put on delightful displays of open rugby, beating Berlin 
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Combined Services (for whom Lieutenant Davies was playing) 
28—8 and Wales in Germany 60—3. 

Swimming.—Although swimming hasn't as yet got going, 
Corporal Brighton recently acted as an Instructor on an 
Advanced Swimming Course in Berlin. His report and recom-
mendations were excellent, and he hopes to join the B.A.O.R. 
Norway Diving team shortly and come back as a qualified 
Diver Second Class, which will be of great value to him when 
he starts the Berlin Sub-Aqua Club he has decided on initiating. 

Hockey.—The Squadron Commander, Major B. A. Beattie, 
was main organiser of the Brigade Six-a-Side Hockey Competi-
tion, which took place on 21st April. The Squadron entered 
two teams, but failed to reach either final. 

Visit of C.S.O.—Brigadier E. J. C. Harrison, C.S.O., B.A.O.R., 
visited Berlin to say goodbye to the Squadron on 8th-ioth May. 
He was accompanied by Mr. Mitchell, Head of Telecommunica-
tions Group, B.A.O.R. He managed to see most members 
of the Squadron, and entertained the officers and their wives 
to a cocktail party before departing. 

" Face Famous."—Recent readers of The Soldier magazine 
will have read an article on the new course for Regimental 
German Instructors. If they had been very observant they 
would have recognised the smiling face of Corporal Drayton, of 
229, our first " guinea pig." He came back loaded down with 
enthusiasm and tap recorders and is now hard at work teaching 
a class of beginners to be able to talk to their girl friends in 
German. (TTiere should be a quick joke there; but they are 
all so earnest I don't think I'll risk it!). 

Athletics.—The very word makes the S.S.M. go purple. 
Lieutenant Davies has become so determined that this year 
we will finally win the Minor Units' Athletics Competition that 
he has made the whole team (with tears in their eyes) " sign 
the pledge" for two whole weeks. 

The Squadron Athletics Competition took place in glorious 
sunshine on Wednesday, 22nd May, 1963. The races and field 
events were keenly fought out and eventual victory went to 
the Crusaders. Signalman Petrie covered himself in glory, 
winning four medals. 

The Berlin Infantry Brigade Competition took place on 31st 
May and ist June under ideal conditions. The Squadron team 
took first place in the Minor Units Competition. 

Motor Cycle Trials.—Second-Lieutenant K . D. A. Slater in-
sists that I give publicity to our team which took part in the 
Brigade Trials on 14th May. Although the two teams did not 
figure in the leaders, they all finished! Lance-Corporal 
Tattersall and Signalman Glasse producing our best results. 

Visit of the Signed Officer-in-Chief.—Major-General and Mrs. 
Swainson visited Berlin from 20th to 23rd June. 

Royal Signals Guest Night.—On Tuesday, 25th June, the 
officers of the Corps, stationed in Berlin, held a guest night in 
the Dorset House Officers' Mess. Among the guests were the 
Brigade Commander, the French and U.S. Signal Officers, 

Athlet ics team with Berl in Infantry Brigade Group Minor Uni t Championships 
Shield 1963. Back row (/. to r . ) ; Signalmen Stables, Glasse, Johnson, Corporals 
Goodwin , Br ighton, Parker , Signalman Welch . Front row (I. to r.): Signalmen 
Barnett , Reed, Lieutenant Davies (Team Captain), Major B. A . Beattie (Squadron 

Command) , Lance-Corporal Henderson, Signalman Petrie 

Seconds-in-Command and Signal Officers of the three 
battalions. After the toasts Captain Keith Olds made a short 
speech to bid farewell to Major Bruce Beattie. He said how 
much Major Beattie would be missed, both by his Squadron 
and by the Brigade. He offered the congratulations of all 
present on his promotion. 

Major Beattie made a suitable reply and explained that the 
guest night was the first time for many years that Royal S i s a l s 
in Berlin had entertained in this way, but we wished to recipro-
cate the wonderful hospitality shown us by our Allies and other 
units while at the same time dine-out officers and celebrate 
Princess Royal Day. He paid tribute to his Second-in-Command, 
Captain Keith Olds who leaves for Singapore in August. 

After dinner, Lieutenant-Colonel Ford, U.S. Signal Corps, 
was made an " Hon Br i t " at a short but diverting ceremony. 

As mentioned above. Major B. A. Beattie leaves Berlin 
at the end of the month to take over command of 6ist 
(City of Edinburgh) Regiment (T.A.). During his tour in Berlin 
the Squadron has gone from strength to strength. At work he 
has steered us through some major changes of operational 
planning and crisis, while at all times proving a sympathetic 
and approachable Squadron Commander. At sport, in addition 
to being the Brigade Athletics and Hockey Officer, he has, by 
his personal enthusiasm and encouragement, filled our sports 
cupboard with the majority of the valuable trophies. Mrs. Beattie, 
who has been tireless in her work for the families, will be sadly 
missed. The Squadron wishes Major and Mrs. Beattie the 
very best of good fortune in the future. 

Captain Keith Olds (it's that infectious laugh that gets them), 
the Second-in-Command, departs for Singapore later next 
month and his replacement, Captain M. Q. M. Greaves, has 
recently arrived to take over. Farewell to the former and a 
welcome to the latter and his family. 

Princess Royal Day.—Friday, 28th June, was celebrated by 
a Squadron photograph and Church Service in the morning and 
a cricket match, Officers/S.N.C.O.s v. The Rest, followed by 
a families' tea in the afternoon. The result of the cricket is not 
decided, as the rain after tea forced a postponement. 

Congratulations.—^Belated congratulations to W.O.II V. F. 
M. Thom (now in F A R E L F ) who was recently awarded the 
M.B.E. in the Queen's Birthday Honours List for his work while 
stationed in Berlin. Mr. Thom will long be remembered here 
for his enthusiasm, good spirits and quite excellent work in the 
Communications Centre. 

Finale.—In THE WIRE May Editorial it was commented that 
the mentioning of unit personalities was to be encouraged. This 
is most difficult; everyone here is a character. Where else would 
you find a large Staff Sergeant who can tap-dance all night; a 
Lineman who can back a van up a tree; a Sergeant who gets 
married and enjoys his own reception so much he almost forgets 
what the party is for; two Radio Operators who were seen, in 
splendid isolation, saluting a dustbin for practice (or was that 
mute mutiny?). One could go on; however, I am convinced that 
they would rather that they weren't identified by old friends. 

And so from the " Beleagured Outpost " (as our Allies refer 
to it) farewell until our next outburst. 

2:17 S4(VADKOIV (COMCAIV ) 

Day by day routine of C O M C A N , Singapore, was rudely 
disturbed by Exercise " Dhanarajata " this month. An increase 
in the number of circuits and associated traffic, coupled with a 
decrease in personnel, who moved to other parts for the exercise, 
made it necessary for us to go on to three shift working. In 
addition it was necessary to cancel all leave and local courses 
for the months of May and June. We are now faced with the 
problem of working off the leave and M.P.C. backlog. 

In the middle of the exercise period. Major W. J. A. Norris 
handed over the Squadron to Major J. B. Prince, to whom we 
extend a big welcome. 

Congratulations to Sergeant Howe on his promotion, W.O.I 
and Mrs. Longstaff on the birth of their daughter Dorothy 
Jane, Sergeant and Mrs. Whittingham on the birth of their 
son, Clive Andrew, and to Sergeant and Mrs. Winter on the 
birth of their first child Joseph Francis. 

This month saw the start of the peak period of the athletics 
season. The inter-Troop sports, followed by the inter-Squadron 
meeting, in which we were pipped by one point by 263 Squadron 
(Training), the result being in doubt until the last event had 
been won. A team of marksmen from the Squadron, represent-
ing Royal Signals recently won the R.A.P.C. open invitation 
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competition. The team comprised Captain N. C. Grayson, Staff 
Sergeant Courtenay, Sergeant Tidey (R.E.M.E.) and W.O.II 
Curtis. T h e first three named were also in the team which won 
the R.A.S.C. open individual match for Royal Signals. Other 
sportsmen from the Squadron who are representing the Corps 
and 18th Regiment are Corporal Turner in cricket and footb^l, 
as has Signalman Elcox until he was required for the exercise. 
Captain N. C. Grayson and Captain J. E. L e Hardy, together 
with Messrs. Durr and Sturgess, are the tennis stalwarts. 
Sergeants Winter, Signalmen Coates and Page are actively en-
gaged in water polo and the latter is also our basketball expert. 

249 S Q U A B K O N ( F A I I E I . F ) 
G.P .O. , S I X G A P O R K 

Things seem to have quietened down just lately, and as the 
Squadron's unofficial scribe, I can now see my way clear to take 
a few moments from my arduous duties and give a brief re-
sume of the Squadron activities. 

A t the time of writing, the Squadron, like our air-portable 53 
sets, has been exploded. Radio Relay Troop with Sergeant 
Donovan, Sergeant Hay and their O.C., of course. Captain K . 
A. Reggler, are in Thailand, having just finished Exercise 
" Dhanarajata". N o doubt pressure will be brought to bear on 
their return for an article for THE WIRE. Also with them in 
Thailand is the latest addition to the Squadron, a Royal New 
Zealand Signal Troop commanded by Captain Rutledge. It 
is not surprising that just after the arrival of this stalwart force 
that the bar sales in the Warrant Officers' and Sergeants' Mess 
almost doubled, and the piano in the bar applied for rest and 
recuperation leave on Gan Island. 

Captain Tacey, our Second-in-Command, is still struggling 
manfully to run the rear element of the Squadron in Singa-
pore with two men, the dog was sent to Brunei last week. He 
is ably assisted by our new S.S.M., W.O.II J. Crane. We have 
just recently bid farewell to his predecessor, W.O.II Rowthorn, 
who has departed to take up a more gentlemanly post with 
the T . A . 

T h e rest of the Squadron, which comprises of mainly H F 
Troop, is spread fairly widely over the Barneo Territories. 

T h e wireless world, here in Brunei seems to be running fairly 
smoothly, our D i i rear link to Singapore has now been on the 
go for nearly six months, and the equipment has proved itself 
to be excellent in all respects. Initially, there were several 
minor upsets until the D i i and our operators became adjusted 
to each others' peculiarities, but now they have settled down 
and all is well. 

Our 53 sets continue to give of their best, they are old and 
tired, but still manage to keep running. They have proved, 
if such proof was necessary, that there is no friend like an old 
friend, and I have no doubt they will continue to give sterling 
services until they are honourably retired. 

R.0.2 Jones R.N. working an Army circuit to Kuching from the 
joint Comcen Brunei. Signalman Dunbar on circuit to Singapore in 

background 

OTHER ACCOUNTS OF BORNEO 
PAGES 278 and 279 

Corporal Gelling and Signalman Nixon on the D I I 
with 99 Brigade on "Ex Fresh A i r " 

detachment 

Sergeant Armitage, chief clerk to the Force Communications 
Officer/O.C. 249 Signal Squadron (FARELF) 

Desert Island Discs with a Difference 
001 Sifinal Troop (Ship) 

B . F . l ' . O . «:» 

Du r i n g May, the Troop took part in the usual monthly 
Amphibious Warfare Squadron Exercise, but this time 

with a difference. T w o detachments, one commanded by the 
O.C., Captain G. H. Morgan, being landed on the island of 
Ardhana, and the other with the Yeoman of Signals on the 
island of Dalma. T h e permanent detachment being embarked 
in the LSH(S) H.M.S. Mean, under Corporal Appleby. 

T h e object was to spend four days on our respective islands 
completely self-contained, and at the same time to carry out 
training while keeping in radio contact with H.M.S. Meon 
further south. 

On the Tuesday, the two detachments embarked. T h e O.C.'s 
in H.M.S. Bastion and the Yeoman's in H.M.S. Striker. W e 
sailed later the same day, but the two-day passage down the 
Gulf was uneventful, apart from extensive electrical storms and 
torrential rain. T o keep us on our toes, there was also a yvarning 
of bad weather ahead. T h e lightning certainly had to be seen 
to be believed. T h e first detachment to land was the O.C.'s, 
and here follows an account by a member of the detachment. 

After an extremely " Roughers " journey in H.M.S. Bastion, 
we arrived at our desert island of Ardhana at 02.00 hours on 
Thursday morning. Disembarking caused no problems, as 
the ship was able to come right on to the beach, enabling us 
to carry all our considerable gear ashore easily. We immediately 
erected the tent and " got our heads down " to await daylight. 
At 05.00 hours the tent blew down and all got well and truly 
soak^. However, we sorted ourselves out, and by 06.30 hours 
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we had both tent and flysheet (housing the C12) back up. 
The cookhouse, by this time, was taking shape and operating. 
We soon established communications, using a wire aerial with 
the C.12, with the Dalma detachment, and eventually contacted 
H.M.S. Mean by 08.30 hours. The afternoon. Corporal 
Grandison, Marine Norman (Naval Beach Unit) and Corporal 
McVeigh decided to walk around the island and to discover 
what delights it had to offer. In fact there was little but bare, 
scrub-covered hills, sandy beaches on two sides of the island, 
and a reef running round the northern end. The island was 
a birdwatcher's paradise, being literally loaded with many species 
of seagulls, comorants, herons, and many others. The circum-
navigation of our domain took roughly 2 i hours. This, said 
our other inhabitant, was quite a creditable performance, as 
it normally took him three hours. This other castaway was 
an employee of the Decca Navigation Company, and had been 
there several weeks taking soundings as part of a chain of 
stations, plotting a channel for the use of oil tankers coming 
to a potential oil terminal in the area. Our supposedly-deserted 
island had quite a United Nations flavour on the last day, 
when we mustered three Italians, one Englishman and one Arab, 
in addition to ourselves. These persons being from the Decca 
ship, Pegasus. 

For the next two days we worked happily on the net, carrying 
out some training, sunbathing and swimming. On Saturday, 
the Decca representative left in a landing craft with all his 
gear, but not before we had scrounged two big water containers 
from him. On Sunday, the Captain, Amphibious Warfare, 
Captain M. Kerr, D.S.C., R.N., and his Chief Staff Officer, 
Major A. S. Harris, R.M., arrived in the landing craft navigation 
(LCN) to inspect the detachment. The Captain suggested a 
run to the top of the nearest hill for everyone. We covered 
nearly two miles of rough going in approximately 20 minutes, 
with Marine Norman the winner. The C.S.O., who came 
second, then suggested some signalling—semaphore, without 
flags—which resulted in the O.C. and Corporal Grandison 
ruiming on for another half-mile, as they had reached the top 
of another hill. Our visitors left at 11.00 hours, after a cup of 
coffee, to return to H.M.S. Mean. 

That evening, by 18.00 hours, the weather started to get bad, 
and by 23 00 hours it was blowing a fuU gale. The flysheet was 
blown down while we were all sheltering underneath its cover. 
We were soon packed up and ready to be picked up by midnight. 
H.M.S. Bastion arrived at 00.30 hours, but owing to the heavy 
seas could not beach, so we had to wade out to the ship to 
get our gear on board. The water tanks came in most useful as 
floats, saving a lot of heavy carrying. As soon as we were all 
on board we sailed for Dalma to collect the other detachment. 

Now for the memories of the other crowd. 
We were ready to embark in our L C A at 05.00 hours on 

Thursday, and eventually were lowered into the water and off, 
by 05.30 hours, as part of a practice assault on the beach. 
It is a good job we had no weak hearts amongst us when an-
other L C A loomed up in front of our bows in the darkness. 
Luckily, the collision that threatened, did not come to pass, 
although it was a close shave. During the run to Dalma, in 
the pitch darkness, we were treated to a very heavy swell and 
plenty of wind and rain. After about three-quarters-of-an-hour 
we were practically thrown up on to the beach by the waves. 
It seems that we were very lucky in catching the high spring 
tide, otherwise our landing craft could not have crept over the 
reef. Ae we hit the beach we were greeted by the Special 
Boat Detachment, Royal Marines, who had carried out a 
recce of the beaches earlier in the night. Theirs must h p e 
been a rough trip, using two-man canoes. After rapidly getting 
our stores ashore, the LCA's disappeared into the dawn, return-
mg to their parent ship, with the Special Boat Detachment to 
continue southwards to the main exercise area, leaving us to 
our own devices. After about an hour we had the camp roughly 
set up, and the C12 opened. As we were located midway 
between the other detachments, we had been nominated as 
Control, and by 08.30 we were in good contact with both sub-
stations. Most of the day was spent completing the camp, 
swimming and exploring. It was surprising to find a fishing 
village in a bay on the other side of the island, where we could 
purchase fresh (?) water at i/6d. for a full jerrican, or for a 
much higher sum if delivered by donkey. Fortunately we had 
brought our own supply with us, but it was encouraging to 
know an alternative existed. Our first, and very welcome visitor, 
was also a Decca representative, who had been carrying out the 
same survey as his partner on Ardhana. His dog adopted us 
completely, and didn't appreciate having to return to his master 
when he left on the Sunday morning. For some reason, the 

dog did not approve of anyone sleeping during the day, much 
to the discomfort of Signalman Atkins and Corporal Emslie. 
Several of the locals paid us visits, when the conversations must 
have been amusing, as neither side could understand the other, 
but nevertheless, all parted friends. (They certainly like wet, 
soggy and encrusted compo biscuits). During the Friday fore-
noon, extensive tests with the C12 were carried out, including 
frequency changing, with varied results. Instruction and 
practice in tying knots in heavy ropes was also tried. 

Saturday morning gave us plenty of practice (and headaches) 
as H.M.S. Mean was moving around the exercise area, and it 
caused plenty of problems to maintain communications. In 
the afternoon a quiz took place betwen the three stations, with 
amazing answers and scores. Although Control did the scoring, 
the fact that they won was only a coincidence. On Sunday morn-
ing we were up bright (?) and early, waiting to receive the 
Captain, Amphibious Warfare, and his Chief Staff Officer. They 
arrived about 07.30 hours, but had to wade ashore from the 
L C N , lying about half-a-mile out. The sea had moderated, and 
it was found impossible to sail over the reef. After our visitors 
had taken a look around the camp and chatted to members of 
the detachment over a cup of coffee (one member will remember 
the name of the island in future), they re-embarked to pay a 
call on our other detachment at Ardhana. During the afternoon, 
the Decca representative was picked up after a long wait 
when his landing craft stuck on the reef. Our continually 
changing E T A at Ardhana for him must have caused consider-
able doubts at our ability to tell the time. The same afternoon 
we carried out a recce of both east and west beaches at the 
request of Captain, Amphibious Warfare. Although we were 
unable to transmit the information to H.M.S. Meon, owing to 
the heavily increasing static, we were pleased to learn that our 
figures tallied with those taken by the R.M. detachment when 
they came to collect us. Corporal Williams broke all records 
in leaving the water during the recce when a shark was seen 
near the beach. Packing as much as possible before dark, we 
had almost finished when a hurricane struck with little warning. 
One mad dash for the tent ensued, resulting in reaching it as 
it blew down. The first casualty was the aerials and the C12. 
For over two hours we were deluged with torrential rain, a 
sandstorm and gale-force winds. During this period our personal 
kit decided to " take a swim," but all but one sleeping bag 
belonging to Signalman Batram was recovered by midnight. The 
storm passed on to the mainland, where it caused many 
thousands of pounds of damage. At that point we could have 
done with some of our chefs famous curry-^orporal Williams's 
speciality. Being scheduled to be picked up at 05.00 hours, 
most of the detachment tried to catch up on sleep amongst the 
wreckage. Dead on time, a verey light appeared on the 
opposite side of the spit to our camp, where H.M.S. Bastion 
had arrived. After struggling to communicate with the ship 
by torch (why do batteries fail when far away from replace-
ments) the O.C. of the Special Boat Detachment came ashore 
to make arrangements to take us off. He arranged for the 
Gemini (a small inflatable boat) to ferry as much as possible 
around the end of the spit while the tide lasted. The crew 
of the Gemini recovered the errant sleeping bag, floating well 
out to sea. After the third trip, even this small craft found it 
impossible to reach us, so the remaining kit had to be man-
handled across to the far beach. At last the stores and bodies 
were all on board, and within minutes, most were fast asleep 
on the tank deck alongside the O.C.'s party, which had already 
embarked. During the morning, apart from trying to dry out 
some clothing, we had still another rough trip as we rejoined 
the rest of the Amphibious Warfare Squadron at Yas Island. 
In the afternoon, we transferred all our stores and bodies to 
H.M.S. Meon for the return passage to Bahrain. It is hoped 
that we will be granted permission to carry out more exercises 
of this nature, when we can be more ambitious. 

By the way, we are still based on Bahrain. B.F.P.O. 63—aU 
concerned please note. Our correspondence seems to do a world-
wide route before reaching us. 

Oh please, please listen to my plea. 
Not sixty-nine, but sixty-three. 

CLOTHING is still URGENTLY required 

by the WELFARE SECTION 
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628 T B O O P 
Retiroment of M r . J. Far ley 

On 9th July, 1963, 
Mr. James Farley (ex-
C.S.M. Royal Signals) 
retired from the staff of 
628 T r o o p (Works) 
where he had been em-
ployed in the capacity of 
Auto Technician. 

Mr. Farley enlisted in 
the Royal G a r r i s o n 
Artillery on ist January, 
1917, and served in 
France and Germany 
with 449 Siege Battery 
during the First World 
War. He transferred to 
the R.E. (Signals) in 
Germany on 26th June, 
1919, and was trans-
ferred to Royal Signals 
on 9th December, 1920. 
Until he returned home 
in January, 1927, he 
served with G.H.Q. 
Signals, Germany, and 
was employed in the 
maintenance and instal-
lation of line communi-
cations. He was posted 
to " A " Corps Signals 

M.T. Construction Section and remained with them until ^sted 
back to Germany in September, 1929. He was employed in the 
dismantling of communications until the final evacuation of 
Germany two months later. His next posting was to 5th 
Divisional Signals with whom he stayed until posted to Hong 
Kong in September, 1930. For approximately the next five years 
he was N.C.O.-in-Charge Lines Hong Kong Signal Section. 

On his return to England in January, 193S, he was posted to 
the School of Signals and was employed as an Instructor (Lines). 
He continued in this appointment until his retirement in the 
rank of C.S.M. in January, 1938, when he joined the W.D. 
Police. His stay with them was short as after ten months he 
obtained employment with Southern Command Signal Company 
(now 628 Troop (Works)), as a civilian lineman, and has served 
continuously with this Troop for over 25 years. During his 
service he was employed for seventeen years on the main-
tenance of communications at the C.D.E.E. Porton in the 
capacity of Maintenance Electrician (Teles). With the advent 
of Automatic Exchanges he was regraded to Auto Technician 
and was employed on the maintenance of the W.D. owned Auto-
matic Exchanges in the Salisbury Area. 

Mr. Farley will be taking up residence in the Isle of Sheppey 
and on behalf of the Troop and all his friends I wish him the 
long and happy retirement he so richly deserves. 

Mr. James Farley 

614 TROOP 
B.F.P.O. 

( P A R K ) 
40 

With the exercise period to hand, the issue of stores for 
training is proceeding apace. Cable maintenance has put a heavy 
strain on the troop, but in this matter substantial aid has been 
given by our neighbours, 28th Regiment, to whom we are 
extremely grateful. 

A social club has now been formed and a club room, decorated 
and equipped by self help and persuasive ways, opened within 
the park. 

The official opening of the club room was on the evening 
of Saturday, 14th June. A social and games evening was attended 
by over 50 members of the Troop and friends. An enjoyable 
time was had by all present. A follow-up at lunchtime on 
Sunday was also enjoyed and is likely to become a permanent 
feature of the club. 

Sunday, 23rd June, saw the Troop, complete with families, 
on the road at seven o'clock en route to Zandfoort, Holland, 
to see the Dutch Grand Prix. Whether by accident or design, 
it must be said that no one actually saw the race. The children 
had a wonderful time on the lovely beach and it is rumoured 
that the odd dad dabbled in the sea, but most " took the waters " 
of Amstel Heiniken & Co. 

TYLER*S TAXIS 
and 

S E L F D R I V E 

C A R S 

THE CAMP CENTRE 
or Telephone Catterick Camp 2224 
Telejrami : ATAXI, CATTERICK CAMP 

You mtr book /our raqulrimanu >t our ofAc* oppoiit* th« G.P.O 

R. SPENCE & Co., LTD. 
IRONMONGERS 

Telephone 2171/2 R I C H M O N D Eit.bliihed 1718 

HARDWARE FOR CAMP MAINTENANCE 
LAWN MOWERS AND GARDEN TOOLS 

ELECTRIC WASHING MACHINES AND CLEANERS 
BEDSTEADS AND INTERIOR SPRING MATTRESSES 

PRAMS AND CYCLES - GLASS AND CHINA 
• 

C A L O R G A S A G E N T S 

Cr'Kket 
Results of Matches Played to Date 

i8th May, 1963, v. Welbeck College 
Royal Signals 138 (Potts 30; Backhurst 3 for 16). Welbeck 
91 for 4 (Bowen 36). Match Drawn. 

2Sth May, 1963, v. Amplefonh College 
Royal Signals 221 for 6 declared (Moss 79, Crichlow 34; 
Craig 5 for 34). Ampleforth 175 for 9 (Freeland 63; Crichlow 
4 for 48). Match Drawn. 

5th June, 1963, V. Catterick Services 
Catterick Services 152 (Denison-Smith 71; McCloughlin 6 for 
60). Royal Signals 79 (Summers 9 for 39). Catterick Services 
won by 73 runs. 

Rcfyal Signals v. R.A.S.C., played on loth/iith June, 1963, at 
Aldershot. 

Royal Signals 188 and 187; R.A.S.C. 263 for 9 declared 
and 113 for 3. R.A.S.C. won by 7 wickets. 

Royal Signals v. R.M.A., Sandhurst, played on 12th June, 1963, 
at Sandhurst. 
Royal Signals 149. R.M.A., Sandhurst 102. Royal Signals 
won by 47 runs. 

Royal Signals v. Royal Engineers, played on J4th/isth June, 
1963, at Aldershot. 

Royal Engineers 171 and 288 for 2 declared. Royal Signals 
264 and 157. Royal Engineers won by 38 runs. 
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Shooting 
Royal Signals SoutlieM-n Command Rifle Meeting, 

!»«.•» 
The meeting was held at Bulford from 12th to 14th June. 
Despite various exercises and other commitments, 80 com-

petitors attended the meeting and nine Squadrons/Troops fielded 
teams of six or more. 

The matches fired were those of the A.R.A. Army Champion-
ship, the Roupell (Match 6), Whitehead (Match 7) and Roberts 
(Match 8) and in addition Match 10/32 (SMG Individual and 
Team) and Match 30 (Falling Plate). 

The weather was perfect on the first day and competitors re-
laxed in shirt-sleeve order when not actually firing. The second 
day was as miserable as the first had been pleasant. It started 
with light rain, which developed into the heaviest storm we've 
experienced this year and forced us to cease firing for three 
hours. The target frame pits in the butts flooded and one 
target was unusuable when firing re-commenced, as water was 
still six inches above the marker's platform. Despite these 
trying conditions, scores in the Roupell were surprisingly high, 
fifteen competitors scoring 130 and higher, with 160 as the 
highest and two at 150—an improvement on last year's standard. 
T o conclude the second day eight teams competed agamst 
each other in the second round of the Falling Plate, and the 
plates were in sympathy with the firers and fell over quickly for 
the winning teams. 

The final day was fairly hectic, as two hours lost on the second 
day had to be made up. The markers and range staff were 
excellent and cut down their breaks to the absolute minimum 
in order to complete the programme, which included a com-
plete Whitehead and Roberts, in addition to the semi-finals and 
final of the Falling Plate, by 6 p.m. The standard in these two 
matches was also higher than in previous years; in the White-
head there were ten scores of 130 and upwards, the highpt 
being 156 and two of 151. In the Roberts there were 12 with 
90 or higher, which is a fair standard considering that few of 
the competitors had fired this match more than once before 
attending the meeting. 

216 Squadron had an excellent meeting and, in addition to 
winning the Roupell, Roberts and S M G Match, regained the 
Champion Team Trophy which 243 Squadron took from them 
last year. 

247 (Gurkha) Squadron have improved tremendously during 
the year and, in addition to wining the Whitehead, they were 
a very close second to 216 Squadron for the Champion Team 
Trophy. Their best shot. Signalman Dhanbahadur Chetri, 
scored 505 points in the four matches, which placed him fourth 
in the individual championship. 

W.O.II J. G. Turner, 216 Squadron, shot extremely well to 
retain the individual championship, and was unlucky enough 
to tie for the best Class " A " individual prize in two matches, 
only to be counted out on both occasions. 

W.O.II A. Copestake, 14th Regiment, a Corps Shot for many 
years, also shot very steadily and finished second in the indi-
vidual championship. 

Corporal W. G. Bell, 30th Regiment, another Corps Shot, 
who has had very little practice this year, shot steadily through-
out the meeting, and so did Second-Lieutenant J. A. Juniper, 
3rd Regiment, who has had little or no practice this year, but 
finished loist in the Army Championship last year. Another of 
our Corps Shots, W.O.II Kay, of 14th Regiment, was prevented 
through sickness from attending the meeting. 

Colonel J. M. S. Tulloch, O.B.E., before presenting the prizes, 
congratulated the competitors on the general high standard of 
shooting throughout the meeting, and the Gurkha Squadron on 
the great improvement they had made in one year. He also 
thanked the range staff for having worked so well, particularly 
during the very wet and trying conditions experienced on the 
second day of the meeting. 

r " 
PHOTOGRAPHS 

Only sharply-defined photographs, on glossy paper, 
print well. 

In future, in order to reduce clerical work, photo-
graphs will only be returned if correspondents 
specifically request this. 

Match 6 (.Roupell) 
Winning T e a m 
Winner, Class A 
Winner, Q a s s B 

Match 7 (Whitehead) 
Winning T e a m 
Winner, Class A 
Winner, Q a s s B 

Match 8 (Roberts) 
Winning T e a m 
Winner, Class A 
Winner, Q a s s B 

Match 32 (S.M.G.) 

Winning T e a m 
Winner, Class A 
Winner, Q a s s B 

Match 30 (Falling Plate) 
Winning T e a m 
Runners-up 

Best Gurkha Shot 

216 Squadron 593 
W . O . I I A. Copestake, 14th Regiment 150 
Signa-lman M . P. Watkiss, 216 Squadron 160 

247 (Gurkha) Squadron 531 
Lieutenant-Colonel C . V . Walsh 156 
Corporal D . J. Wright, 14th Regiment 135 

216 Squedron 485 
Corporal B. M . Anderson, 243 Squadron 109 
Signalman R. Groves, 216 Squadron 112 

216 Squadron 485 
Lieutenant-Colonel C . V . Walsh 131 
Corporal P. J. B. Maiden, 14th Regiment 124 

Junior Leaders Regiment 
30th Regiment 

Champion Shot 
I St 
2nd 
3rd 

Champion Team 

Winners 
Runners-up 

Signalman Dhanbahadur Chetri 505 

W . O . I I J. G . Turner , 216 Squadron 539 
W . O . I I A . Copastake, 14th Regiment 5JO 
Lieutenant-Colonel C . V. Walsh 506 

216 Squadron 2,685 
247 (Gurkha) Squadron 2,662 

47tli REGIMEIVT ( T . A . ) 
M I D D L E S E X VEOMAIVRY 

(The Duke ol Cambridge 's Hussa r s ) 

I laynes Day—11th May , 1797. This year, the i 6 6 t h 
anniversary of the Middlesex Yeomanry's foundation, was cele-
brated by a reception given by the Officers' Mess and a tele-
graphic exchange of good wishes between the Regiment and the 
Baynes family, represented by Colonel D. R. Horsfield, O.B.E.. 
Royal Signals, a direct descendant of our founder. Captain 
Commandant Sir Christopher Baynes. 

The n t h May is celebrated by the Middlesex Yeomanry in 
coimection with the Regiment's foundation, as it was that date 
in the year 1797, upon which King George III signed the docu-
ment commissioning Sir Christopher Baynes of Harefield Place, 
Uxbridge, as Captain Commandant of the Uxbridge Yeomanry 
Cavalry. 

The Middlesex Yeorijanry (The Duke of Cambridge's 
Hussars), originally raised as the Uxbridge Yeomanry Cavalry, 
was formed in the Uxbridge Division, of the hundred of 
Elthome, in the County of Aliddlesex, during the early part of 
1797. A sign of the times, the Regiment's formation was the 
direct result of the fear of French invasion—hourly expected in 
the Spring of 1797. 

The original idea was to form a Military Association, con-
sisting of both Cavalry and Infantry, but this was not approved 
by the government, who would only permit the formation of 
the cavalry element of the association. Later the government 
ordered the cavabry to become Yeomanry Cavalry, which entailed 
increased obligations. 

A Military Association, many of which were formed in 1797 
and 1798, was a local force—quite distinct from the Militia, 
Yeoman^ Cavaky and Volunteers, and fulfilled a function cor-
responding to a cross between our present day Home Guard 
and Special Constabulary, in that it was not only available for 
defence purposes (against the possibility of French invasion), 
but could also be called out in aid of the Civil Power. 

No police forge existed in 1797, as we know it today, minor 
matters of crime being the responsibility of the Parish Watch-
man, with major crimes being dealt with by the local military, 
on the instructions of a Magistrate. Thus with the withdrawal 
of the regular military force and other auxiliary units to coastal 
defence duties, in preparation for resisting the expected French 
invasion, local communities had no alternative but to form 
themselves in to what became known as " Military Associations " 
—a purely local force which could not be called upon to serve 
elsewhere in the country, which was not the case with the other 
elements of the auxiliary force, thus in the case of the Uxbridge 
unit, it was doubtless for this reason that the government said 
" N o " to the Association, but agreed to the formation of 
Yeomanry Cavalry. 
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S p f i - i i i l Op<^rntloiiN. During the period under report 
this has included: T h e Brighton-London March—a 50-mile 
marathon sponsored by the County of London T . A . Associa-
tion, for the Courage Trophy, embracing a driving test, Sten 
shoot, overnight bivouac, night compass march, water crossings 
in dinghies, an assault course and finally a forced march test. 
In addition to our two teams entered, we also undertook the 
communications commitment, and derived considerable pleasure 
from a special letter from Brigadier H. E. C. Weldon, C.B.E., of 
London T . A . Headquarters, expressing thanks, in particular, 
in respect of the success of our communications which averted 
a crisis, late on the second day of the march. 

An Engineering Test Programme directed by Captain R. iVl. 
Lustig in the Chiswick area, at the end of May, enabled ' live 
traffic ' to be used in conjunction with the officials of the Chiswick 
Regatta. Control was established in the Boat House, with out 
stations in the Umpire launches. 

Although we've never been slow in using unconventional 
media, for purposes of imaginative training, we were indeed 
surprised that at the end of the Regatta, our C.O. (Lieutenant-
Colonel S. J. Williams, M.B.E., T.D.) was presented on behalf of 
the Regiment with an original trophy, consisting of model 
sculls, beautifully mounted and inscribed, as a token of apprecia-
tion of the co-operation between the Regiment and the Regatta 
authorities over a period of years. 

Another medium used by us for the purpose of an Engineering 
Test Programme in April, which involved a wireless and line 
system, was the Easter Parade, held in Battersea Park. This 
programme was also directed by Captain R. M. Lustig. 

An exercise of unusual interest was carried out in the Uxbridge 
area at the end of May, when a team, under Second-Lieutenant 
D. Manders, spent a weekend working with a large unit of 
Rover Scouts, with the intention of convincing them of the 
value of the T . A . in general and the potential of the Middlesex 
Yeomanry in particular. 

Useful liaison was quickly established, when it was found 
that on the Scouts side, their Assistant County Commissioner 
(Mr. F. Davies) had served with the Middlesex Yeomanry in 
the last war, when they were part of the first Cavalry Division, 
in Palestine, and on our side Lance-Corporal Dumbleton was a 
former Rover Scout. 

I ' o r s o i i a l . W.O.II E. C. Skitt was honoured for his excel-
lent services to the Regiment in the Birthday Honours List by 
the award of the British Empire Medal. After long service with 
the Regiment he retired to civilian hfe on i8th June, 1963. 

Congratulations to the following on being awarded the 
Territorial Efficiency Medal: Staff Sergeant W. A. Aldridge, 
Sergeant D. R. E. Polden. 

. 1 2 » S q i T A I » R O N , T . A . 
As this is the first time a 

report from the Unit has 
appeared in THE WIRE, some 
background information will 
be helpful. The Squadron is 
commanded by Major D . W . 
Petchey, T.D., and has its 
headquarters in Bromley, 
Kent. Its role is that of a 
normal Independent Infan-
try Brigade Signal Squadron, 
although the Squadron is 
part of 44 (H.C.) Regiment 
(Cinque Ports) T . A . 

For the first time the 
Squadron went to Annual 
Camp with its parent forma-
tion, 47 Infantry Brigade 
T.A. , from i i t h to 25th May 
at Pla&terdown, near Tavis-
tock. T o show that no hard 
feelings existed in this purely 
temporary break, the Squad-
ron welcomed the Com-
mander Royal Signals, 44 
(H.C.) Signal Regiment 

(Cinque Ports) T .A . , Lieutenant-Colonel M. H. Seys-PhiUips, 
T.D., during the second week. 

The first week of camp comprised individual troop training 
under the Troop N.C.O.s. A Squadron exercise was held, which 
by coincidence or design—Major Petchey would not ' c o m e 
c lean' on this point—revisited some previous Squadron haunts 
near Newquay in Cornwall. 

After a day off on Friday when the Bromley privateers invaded 
the naval stronghold of Plymouth (and even more surprisingly 
returned intact and unmarked), the Squadron reverted to the 
practise of infantry skills. T h e Squadron supported H.Q. 47 
Infantry Brigade in its defence of certain Dartmoor Tors against 
Cadets from R.M.A., Sandhurst. It was on this exercise that 
the linemen once again demonstrated their mastery of rapid fire 
of blank ammunition and showed the ingenious places into which 
thunder-flashes can be placed. The show must have demoralised 
the Cadets, because a number of patrols were captured. 

On the Monday the Squadron paraded to honour two of its 
members. T h e occasion was the presentation of the Long Service 
and Good Conduct Medal to W.O.II H. A. Simons, the 
Permanent Staff Instructor, and the Kent T . A . Meritorious 
Certificate to W.O.II F. D. Castle, the S .S .M , by Brgiadier A. 
D. R. Saunders, M.B.E., the Brigade Commander. T h e Brigadier 
especially congratulated the recipients of the honours and com-
plimented the Squadron on its standard of turnout and military 
bearing. T h e photograph shows Brigadier Saunders presenting 
the L.S. and G.C. Medal to W.O.II Simons who, after starting 
in the T A . in 1938, has served in the Corps for 23 years. His 
many friends in the Corps will appreciate the unusual distinc-
tion now held by W.O.II Simons of possessing the Territorial 
Efficiency Medal and th: L.S. and G.C. Medal. 

During the second week of camp a large Brigade exercise 
was held in Devon and Cornwall, during which the success of 
the communications bore evidence of the hard work which had 
been done by all in the past year. 

Tour of Britain Cycle Race 1963 
Re a d e r s will no doubt remember that last year H.Q. 

A E.R. Royal Signals suppHed two C i i detachments to 
the sponsors and organisers of the Tour of Britain Cycle Race, 
which provided them with a method of control and reporting 
on this event that they had never before been able to achieve 
successfully. We, in our turn, were able to show a large section 
of the British public that there was such a " beas t" as the 
Army Emergency Reserve. 

This experiment must have met with a fair measure of success 
—because soon after the completion of last year's race a letter 
was received from the sponsors (Milk Marketing Board) asking 
us to meet them and discuss ways and means for improving 
the control and reporting systems for the 1963 tour. 

T h e proposition was put to Signals i , and in the light of 
experience, authority was soon forthcoming for the Corps to 
assist the sponsors again, at the same time to " cash in " on the 
nation-wide publicity evoked by the event, and stage a recruit-
ing drive for Regular, A.E.R. and T . A . It was agreed that the 
communications would consist of three rover mounted C i i s to 
be provided by 640 Signal Troop, mannag;d by Regular, A.E.R. 
and T . A . crews as follows: 

Officer-in-Charge, Captain D . H. Freeman, H.Q. A.E R. Royal 
Signals. 

Vehicle No. i : Sergeant G. Coatsworth, Corporal A. J. 
Sharpe, Signalman R. Dryden, all of 640 Troop. 

Vehicle No. 2: Corporal C. Barlow, 404 Squadron A.E.R.; 
Lance-Corporal R. Giffard, 402 Squadron A.E.R. 

{Continued at foot of next page) 

'Netting" at Cleethorpes 
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The Bands 
of the 

52nd (Lowland) 
Regiment, T.A. 

and 

61 St (City of Edinburgh) 
Regiment, T.A. 

at 

Edinburgh Castle 

iiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiimiiiiiiiiiiiiiiniiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii 
Marching on the esplanade at Edinburgh Castle on the occasion of the units "Beat Retreat" on Saturday, 

7 June 1963 

For centuries Edinburgh Castle has been associated with the 
sound and colour of pomp and pageantry, but Saturday, 8th 
June, marked the unique occasion of two Royal Signals 
Territorial Army pipe bands combining to beat Retreat on the 
famous esplanade. 

Colonel R. Linton, O.B.E., C.S.O., Scottish Command, took 
the salute as the pipes and drums of 52nd (Lowland) Regiment 
and 61 St (City of Edinburgh) Regiment performed under 
Pipe Major Sutherland. 

Qoudless skies and an unusually warm evening attracted a 
large crowd who applauded the varied programme generously. 
Although the tourist season had hardly begun, at least one irate 
American lady demanded, and was given, a seat in the V.I.P. 
enclosure, after insisting that she had not crossed the Atlantic 
to see this function standing up! 

T h e bands marched on to " Scotland the Brave," and even 
the difference in the tartans worn by the two Regiments only 

increased the colourfulness of the occasion. 52nd Pipers wear 
the dress tartan of the Earl of Airlie—^the Ogilvie tartan, and 
the Band of the 61 st are dressed in the Gumming tartan. Fortun-
ate indeed that the colour-mix was as harmonious as the 
music. 

Surely there is no finer setting anywhere in the world for 
such a ceremony, and the Regiments concerned were extremely 
proud to be called upon for this highly-honoured duty. 

( M > W I . A ] V n ) I I E G I M K N T ( T . A . ) 
Kxorcisc <»dett« I " aiul " Odette I I " 

During June, the G.O.C. 52 (L) Division/District ran two 
Brigade exercises. Our task was not only to provide control 
communications and administrative cover, but also to furnish 
some " enemy," in the shape of four of our W.R.A.C. Notes 
from three Squadrons and by one of the girls follow, on page 307. 

Tour of Britain Cycle Race (Continued from page 305) 

Vehicle No. 3: Sergeant H. G. V. Hawthorne, 63rd Regiment 
T . A . ; Corporal D . F . Hamblin, 63rd Regiment T . A . 

In conjunction with C.S.O.s recruiting displays were arranged 
at Blackpool, Hove, Paignton and Scarborough; also the Corps 
Band gave an excellent performance at both the start and finish 
of the race in Blackpool on the 3rd and 15th June. 

T h e race started at Blackpool on Whit-Monday in beautiful 
summer weather, and the English rider Chisman soon showed 
his mettle by breaking away from the main group of riders, and 
helped by a swing bridge on the Manchester ship canal, had 
built up a ten minute lead on the rest of the field by the time 
he arrived at Nottingham, which was the first leg of the race. 
He managed to maintain this lead on the second day, and won 
the stage into Cheltenham—giving him a most formidable lead 
over the remainder of the riders—which he was able to maintain 
for most of the race. However, Dumitrescue of Rumania did 
at one time reduce this lead to five minutes, but due to excep-
tionally hard going over the Yorkshire dales he lost another 
three minutes and finally finished second, eight minutes behind 
Chisman, the overall race winner. 

T h e team winners were Poland who, although two men short, 
put up a magnificent performance on the last couple of days 
and succeeded in" overtaking England who up to that time were 
hot favourites for the team prize. 

T h e communications worked well throughout the fourteen 
days—and on the last day of the race from Morecambe to Black-
pool, the crew of the vehicle at the finishing line were reporting 
the progress of the race direct to the B.B.C. Outside Broadcasting 
Unit, which was in turn re-broadcasting live on the third 
programme. 

Butchers : Grocers : Game Dealers 
our aim in all Depts.:— 

Superb Quality 

CHAS. JACKSON & SONS 
63, 64 and 66 SKINNERGATE 

Established DARLEVGTON Telephone 
2955 

Sixty Years Satisfactory Service 

•• WE BUY T H E BEST " " W E S E L L T H E B E S T " 
DAILY DELIVERIES IN YOUR DISTRICT 

Before returning to Blandford all the crews attended a recep-
tion and banquet, given by the Milk Marketing Board, at the 
Imperial Hotel, Blackpool, at which the Corps fanfare trumpeters 
performed, for the arrival of the Mayor of Blackpool and the 
presentation of the prizes. 

In conclusion, this event provides extremely good training 
for both operators and drivers, besides giving the public a 
chance to see the Corps at work, actually producing results in 
which they, the public, are interested, and can understand. 
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A S q u i i i l r o n — B Y C A P T A I N E . T . S H A W 

3 Squadron was concerned with two Brigade exercises during 
the month of June. " Odette I ," on the week-end 8th/9th June, 
and " Odette II ," on 22nd/23rd June. Our task was to pro-
vide control and umpire communications for Exercise Control 
H.Q. to H.Q., 157 (L) Infantry Brigade (T.A.) on " Odette I " 
and to H.Q., 155 (L) Infantry Brigade (T.A.) on " O d e t t e II ." 

T h e provision of radio communications required the man-
packing of sets to an extent not hitherto experienced on exercises 
and, on " Odette I ," in particular, over terrain more suited to 
mountain goats than T . A . radio operators. 

" Odette I " took place in weather which would have satisfied 
the most ardent sunbather. But the shimmering heat only 
served to make the slopes of Ben Lomond seem even more in-
accessible and, after an hour's grinding toil with a 62 set 
harness, the fires of Hades would have seemed a blessed relief. 
However, all communications worked and that was the important 
point. 

" Odette II " was located in the Southern Uplands, and the 
vagaries of a Scottish summer decreed that the principal dis-
comfort should be wind and cold. However, radio communica-
tions were as satisfactory as on the previous exercise and, as 
perfect weather conditions would have had little allure if noth-
ing had worked, both exercises can be counted successes signals-
wise. 

: t 2 I S q u a d r o n — B Y L I E U T E N A N T T . H E N D E R S O N 

T h e Squadron vras extremely fortunate during " Odette I " — 
8th/9th June, as the weather was warm, sunny and pleasant. 
T h e Squadron moved at a leisurely speed from Barrhead to the 
Ben Lomond area, but alas, thereafter, the word leisurely can-
not be truthfully used. T h e Brigade was moving against a 
group of saboteurs and malfaiteurs, ably portrayed by Marine 
Commandos and W.R.A.C.s, in that order. TTiough greatly 
outnumbered, the " terrorists " or, to correspond to the exercice 
name, the " m a q u i s " acquitted themselves very well, though 
they had the morale booster of being armed with bulleted 
blanks, whereas the Brigade had to shout " bang, bang, bang!" 

I I . Q . . S q u a d r o n — B Y M A J O R J . E . B L A I R 

During these exercises, H.Q. Squadron provided the admini-
stration for the Control Headquarters. It seemed as though 
every individual member of the Squadron was on his mettle, 
because there were others Arms and Services located at the 
Headquarters, and Sigiials were going to show how it was done! 

" M " Troop illuminated the area with a large generator, 
which gave power to a host of electric light globes, which 
dangled from cable strung out over the entire H.Q. area. The 
impression was of " L i t t l e Blackpool." 

Thfi Enemy V i ewpo in t 
B Y O / C A D E T A . W R I G H T , W . R . A . C . ( T . A . ) 

Exercise " Odette I." After a short briefing on the previous 
Thursday evening, we arrived at H.Q., R.M.V.R., on Saturday, 
8th June, full of apprehension about our ability to pull our 
weight during the following two days. We were not comforted 
by the ominous silence which greeted us when we entered the 
Drill Hall. However, we later learned that the Marines had 
not been informed of our participation, and the silence was 
not one of hostility, but rather of amazement. 

A t the final briefing we were assigned to various groups, 
each consisting of five or six Marines. We collected our haver-
sack rations, discarded extra sweaters, etc., and departed en 
masse for the starting point. There we " blacked out," 
assembled in our groups and set off on our several ways. Our 
party combined with another for the initial part of the exercise, 
which consisted of a long trek across country to Loch Ard 
Forest, where we found a small clearing and had some food. 
The other party left for their next rendezvous and we, having 
sent out a couple of scouts and posted a sentry, settled down to 
enjoy a pleasant afternoon in the sun. We had a couple of 
false alarms, which necessitated a hurried rush for cover, but, 
on the whole, the afternoon passed uneventfully. At 22.00 hours 
we set off in search of the enemy. W e passed through the 
forest track, for what seemed like hours, then found a small 
hill and settled down for a breather. Unfortunately, the midges 
in this part of the country are of a particularly persistent 
species, and soon we admitted defeat, brewed some tea, finished 
our rations and moved on. We could not have travelled more 
than 200 yards when we came upon an R.A.S.C. bivouac— 
still asleep. W e took cover, sent a man on a " recce " through 
the camp (still blissfully unaware of our presence) and spent 
the next four or five hours alternately providing the Trossachs 

midges with breakfast and planning an attack on the R.A.S.C. 
Had it not been so uncomfortable, it would have been most 
hilarious, sitting on the hillside hstening to the comments of 
the " enemy " as they passed close by on their way to wash. 
An attack proved unnecessary as, in the course of the morning, 
we captured enough prisoners to warrant an entry into the 
enemy camp. There we exchanged our prisoners for a wash 
and breakfast. Having made ourselves presentable (?) once 
more, we were transported (thanks to the R.A S.C.) to our 
next location, where we lay in a copse anticipating an attack 
by the H.L.I. This did not materiahse as, unknown to us, the 
exercise had ended early, so, at 14.00 hours, we made our way 
to rendezvous with our transport. 

Reading this, you may think it was all pretty horrid. Well, 
all I can say is that I volunteered for a similar exercise two weeks 
later—and enjoyed that one too! 

Exercise " Odette II." We left Glasgow and travelled to 
Kirconnel where, after a meal, we drew stores, split up once 
more into groups, had our final briefing and set off. 

Our first task was to ambush a road and bridge. We moved 
into our allotted positions and waited for the enemy's arrival. 
We were still waiting four hours later (19.15 hours) when we 
received the information, over our radio set, that the enemy 
would not be coming up that road after all. On to our next 
rendezvous which we reached without incident, although the 
enemy could clearly be seen (and heard) on the next hill. There 
we decided to wait until Control caught up with us as it was 
now pitch black. There followed a most fantastic session on the 
radio as we endeavoured to guide Control into our R V , an 
attempt which culminated in the flashing of torches — an 
extremely dangerous situation, as the enemy were now encamped 
for the night on our original rendezvous. How we envied them 
their tents as we shivered away the next few hours shrouded 
in mist and with an icy wind " blowing right through us." Our 
groundsheets did little to alleviate our discomfort and, as we 
were travelling light, we had no blankets. A t 03 30 hours we 
set off again across country—through marshland, across a river 
and over hills. We were wet, cold and spirits were not raised 
in any way when it started to rain. We plodded on and on 
until we reached our next R V , which proved to be a little more 
comfortable that the previous one. While the scouts set ofif to 
discover the lie of the land, the rest of us took the opportunity 
of snatching an hour's sleep inside the comparative shelter of a 
dry-stone sheep fold. T h e indignant sheep voiced their dis-
pleasure loudly, but unavailingly from the exterior, but who 
cared? 

We set off once again and walked uneventfully until we 
reached the Drill Hall at Kirconnel. There we found everyone 
else ready to go, the exercise having again finished earlier than 
was anticipated. However, we were able to get a meal and a 
wash before setting off for Glasgow, outwardly glad that the 
exercise was over, but inwardly hoping that we might be 
invited to take part in more. 

On the steep slope of Ben Lomond Major W . B. Marnoch gets 
through. Looking on: Major-General J. D. Frost, D.S.O., M.C., 
G .O.C . 52 (L) Division/District, Lieutenant A. J. S. Nicoll, Officer/ 
Cadet I. Aitken and Staff Officers taking part in Ex Odette One 
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Careers and Opportunities 
The appointments listed below form a very small fraction of all the 
introductions to " Jobs " which are available. Always, prospective 
employers want more candidates than the Association can offer. 

Telecom Operators 

Operators are required for employment in the London area. These posts 
are permanent and pensionable after an initial probationary period. 

Salary according to Whitley Council Scales. 
Apply in writing to O . C . , 605 Signal Troop, Beavers Lane C a m p , 

Hounslow, Middlesex. 

Retired Officer Appointments: Royal Signals 

Retired regular officers are needed to fill posts in Royal Signals Head-
quarters and Units at home and overseas. Applications can be considered 
now for posts in London, most Home Commands, Germany, Near East 
and Far East. 

Current national salary i s : — R . O . H , £1-292; R . O . I I I , £ 1 , 1 7 5 . London 
weighting and overseas allowances are paid in addition. 

A C I 433/61 applies in regard to officers at present serving and a-bout to 
retire. 

Retired officers should apply direct to: T h e War Office, C 5 / R O , London, 
S . W . I . 

Any officer who would like further advice regarding employment in 
Royal Signals Retired Officer posts is invited to get in touch with the 
Personnel Branch; address: T h e War Office. A G i i , Stanmore, Middlesex. 

47th Regiment (Middlesex Yeomanry) 

Officers, N . C . O . s and Other Ranks lea-ving the Regular Army are in-
vited to apply to 47th Signal Regiment (Middlesex Yeomanry) (T .A. ) , " G " 
Block, Duke of York 's H.Q. , Chelsea, S.W.3, for details of part-time 
service in the Territorial Army. 

Radio Technician 

Radio Technician (Civilian) required to maintain and repair all types 
of W . D , high frequency radio transmitters/receivers. A knowledge of 
vehicle mounted stations would be an asset. Applicants must hold City 
and Guilds Radio I I , Maths for Telecoms I I , and have had three years 
practical experience or held the military qualifications of Radio Technician, 
Royal Signals, Class T i , or the equivalent in R . E . M . E . 

Scale of pay £ 1 2 13s. 6d. to £13 i8s. 6d. 
A p p l y : Adjutant, 52 (Lowland) Signal Regiment (T .A. ) , 21, Jardine 

Street, Glasgow, N . W . ~ " " " T e l . : Glasgow West 8401. 

52 (Lowland) Signal Regiment 

Administrative Officer required in the $2 (Lowland) Signal Regiment 
( T . A . ) for service with 321 Squadron, T . A . Centre, Paisley Road, Barrhead. 

T h e selected candidate will be commissioned to the rank of Ca-ptain on 
consolidated rates of pay. Applicants most suited in the post will be ex-
Service Officers up to 42 years of age. S:arting salary will be £995, rising to 
£1,085 a year, after six years' service. Allowances ca-n be claimed. 
Tenure of appointment will be three years in the first instance. 

Applv in writing to the Commanding Officer S2 (Lowland) Signal Regi-
ment ( T . A . ) , 21, Jardine Street, Glasgow, N . W . 

Messrs. T h o m a s Cook and Sons, Ti-avel Agents 
45, Berkeley Square, London, W . i . 

Vacancies exist for Messengers. Permanent positions. Pensionable. Good 
salary, 42-hour week. U p to 50 years of age. Applications should be made 
direct to Thomas Cook & Sons, at the above address, marked for attention of 
Mr . Litde, and mentioning Royal Signals Association. 

Cossor Electronics Ltd. 
T h e Pinnacles, Elizabeth Way, Harlow, Essex. 

Vacancies exist for Electronic Wiremen. Candidates must be able to 
read circuit diagrams a-nd know colour code. 6/6d. per hour upwards, 
according to experience. Ex-Radar or Radio Mechanics would be suitable. 
Apply to above address, to the Personnel Dept. and mention Royal Signals 
Association. 

In addition, vacancies usually exist for Testers, Inspectors and Service 
Engineers. 

Messrs. L. M. V a n Moppes and Sons (Diamond Tools) Ltd. 
Basingstoke, Hants. 

Vacancy exists for a gardener at the private house of one of the 
Directors. Free accommodation, three-bedroomed house. Employment for 
wife if she so wished. Suitable for junior N . C . O . w h o has been in 
charge of barrack gardens and sports fields. Those with no experience 
need not apply. 

Applications, in the first instance, to Major B. V. Butler at above 
address. 

j K i r s E Y , i t i tA ivei i 
P r c N < M i t a t i o i i t o P r < ^ . s i d c i i t 

At their monthly meeting, at the Cosy Corner, Halkett 
Place, recently, members of the Jersey Branch of the Royal 
Signals Association made a presentation to Captain D . H. 
Brehaut, their President, who will be leaving the Island next 
month to make his home in New Zealand. 

Captain Brehaut is the biology master at Victoria College 
and has obtained a similar post at Wanganui Collegiate School. 

T h e presentation, which took the form of a silver tankard 
with the badge of the association in enamel, was made by 
Captain T . Walker, the Branch Chairman, who wished the 
recipient the very best of luck. Captain Brehaut suitably 
responded. 

Ex-Officers, Royal Signals 

Experienced officers, ex-Royal Signals, are required in the T . A . to fill 
vacancies for Captain and Subalterns. Requirements are physical fitness 
and resident within 30 miles of Chiswick, as well as knowledge of Royal 
Signals working. Applicants please apply to Officer Commanding, 316 
Signal Squadron (T .A. ) , T . A . Centre, Stamford Brook Avenue, London, 
W.6. Drill nights are held on Tuesdays and Thursdays, should applicants 
wish to call personally. Telephone numbed is RIVerside 8944. 

W a r Department Constabulary 

Vacancies occur periodically in the Force for Warrant Officers and Senior 
N . C . O . s who are about to leave the service. Application should be sub-
mitted in accordance with A C I 264/61. 

International Computers and Tabulators Ltd. 

Have a number of vacancies for Electronics Instructors at the Field 
Engineeri^'g Training Schools at Letchworth and Stevena-ge. Applicants 
should have a good knowledge of electronics, coupled with the ability to 
impart their knowledge to others. H . N . C . or O . N . C . (Electronics) together 
with previous instructing experience would be desirable. Applications 
particularly welcome from those who have had instructing exi>erience in 
H . M , Forces. Successful applicants will be given the necessary training 
before ta-'sing up their duties. Thev will be required to find their own 
accommodation. Applications to: T h e Manager, Personnel Training and 
Services Division. International Computers and Tabulators Ltd. , 149, Old 
Park Lane, London, W . i . 

Radio Mechanics 

Are required by 3 H . Q . and Signal Regiment, Bulford Camp, for 
employment in " M " T r o o p on routine maintenance and servicing of 
radio equipment. Basic pay £10 4s. 2d., rising to £ 1 2 4s. 2d. with merit 
pav. Aoply to: Officer Commanding, 3 H.Q. and Signal Regiment, 
Bulford C a m p , Wilts. 

Royal Signals Association and Benevolent Fund 
The follotving subscriptions were most gratefully received during 

June, 1 9 6 3 : — 

H . Q , Mess (Derby Draw) 
School of Signals 
i i t h Reg'.ment (26 Uni t Branch) 
24th Regiment (24 Uni t Branch) 
Signal Training Wing, R . M 
C . S . O . H . Q . London District (Derby Sweep S.O.- in-C. 

Conference) 
3 Squadron 42 (Lanes.) Regiment, T . A 
51 (H) Regiment, T . A 
I St Regiment 
21 St Regiment 
Signals Branch, H.Q. , F . A . R . E . L . F 
Sergeant G . Foster 
Sergeant C . West 
R. G . L . Giblin 
F . C . Forbes 
J. B. Melhuish 
E. de W . H. Bradley 

Expenditure during June, 1963 
( I n c l u d e s : — R e n t and Rates; Beds and Bedding; 

Furniture; Cots and Prams; General Assistance) 

Analysis of Cases:— 
Widows and Dependants 4 
Released and discharged soldiers 17 
Families of soldiers serving in U . K i 
Families of soldiers serving in B . A . O . R i 

£ S. d . 
3 15 6 
3 3 0 

500 0 0 
75 0 0 

2 3 

I 0 0 
3 7 6 
8 I S 6 

1 2 3 6 
1 2 0 0 

I 0 0 
I 6 
5 0 

I 0 0 
5 0 

10 0 
I 0 0 

£ 6 2 3 8 9 

£228 12 4 

Total cases assisted 23 

11 Cases o( Soldiers who served during 1939/45 War £133 i 5 
12 Cases of Soldiers who did not serve during the War £95 10 11 
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T H E A S S O C I A T I O N O F S E R V I C E N E W S P A P E R S A D V E R T I S E M E N T PAGES , 
« 7 / t 8 J E R M Y N S T R E E T , S T . J AMES ' S , S . V / . l . T E L . V / H I T E H A L L 2504 

A pub in every port 

Just brought the boat into 
harbour for stores and beer. 
Marvellous, that's how a pint of 
beer tastes after a six-hour thrash 
to windward. You know, 
we've a pub in every port from 
here to Mousehole. 

When you're out to enjoy 
yourself— 
BEER, IT'S L O V E L Y ! 

ISSUED BY THE BREWERS' SOCIETY; 

20 UPPER BROOK ST., LONDON, W . I 

I N inlallible tipstei 
named Hose 

Said, "Watch how new 
^ Maxwell House goes. 

It's the iavourite bet 
For the best coffee yet. 
And it's certain to win by a nose." 

Huntley & Palmers 

DINNER BISCUITS 
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THE ASSOCIATION OF SERVICE NEWSPAPERS ADVERTISEMENT PAGES, 
67/48 JERMYN STREET, ST. JAMES'S, S .W . I . TEL . WHITEHALL 2504 

FAMOUS DRINKS IN YOUR MESS 
R U T H E R F O K D & M I L E S 

O l d T r i n i t y H o u s e 
BUAL 

MADEIRA 

CHAMPAGNE 

COGNAC 

COURVOISIEff 

WllLIAMS 4 HUMBERT'S 

D R Y S A C K 

H A W K E R ' S 
P E D L A R 

S L O E G I N 
By Appointment 

JAMES HAWKER & CO., LTD. 
Estd. 1808 PLYMOUTH sio. Gin 

L E M O N H A R T J A M A I C A R U M . 

L A M B ' S N A V Y R U M . 

LIQUEUR 

DUFF GORDON 

ELCID 
A M O N T I L U A D O S H E R R Y 

THE WORLD FAMOUS LIQUEUR 

CROWN 
OF 

CROWNS 
LIEBFRAUMILCH 

These and all other famous 

drinks are obtainable 

through N.A.A.F.I. 

SOUTH AFRICAN 
SHERRY 

The Luxury you can afford 

H I M 

A / O I A / A V A I L A B L E IN T H E U.K 

CONSULT 
NAAF! 
FIRST. oooo 

Write or telephone to: 
C o n t r o l l e r of 
C r e d i t Services, 
N A A F l , London, S .E . I I 
Te l . R E L i a n c e 1200 
Ext . 757 

As well as in GERMANY, GIBRALTAR, SINGAPORE, MALAYA or HONG KONG 
Lower hire-purchase charges than are usually obtainable (at present 6i per cent per annum). 
Deposit of 20 per cent—25 per cent if the price includes Purchase Tax—of the total you want 
Naafi to advance (although in some cases a higher deposit is required). 
Up to three years in which to pay oflf the balance. 
Free life cover where all arrangements, including comprehensive car insurance, are effected 
through Naafi. This means that no further instalments are payable in the event of death. 
Cost of first year's comprehensive insurance premium on the car can be included. 
For those going abroad, protection, at exceptionally low rates, against three-quarters of 
the liability for Purchase Tax and Import Duty in the event of premature repatriation. For many 
popular makes of car the rates are £4 for British cars and £9 for foreign cars. 
Naafi Will Finance 
• •Purchase of the car and any extras and accessories 
• Comprehensive insurance premium on the car for the first year 
• Purchase Tax and Import Duty cover 
• Reasonable freight charges and transit insurance inmost cases if you are posted and 

the car has to be transferred before you have finished paying the instalments 
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Welfare Section 
Instead of the usual description of cases from the files of the 
Welfare Section, given each month, in this issue we publish 
below extracts from a few of the letters received by the Welfare 

Section during the first week in July. 
" I received your wonderful parcel and just gasped at the contents. 

T h e suit is just as if it was made for me, and I've been out in it 
this morning and felt like a million dollars. It's years since I felt so 
nice, and a-s if someone cares." 

* * • 
" M y wife and I would be glad if you would thank Royal Signals 

Association for the kind and timely help they have given us. One 
thought passes through my mind, that I, a 1914 Serviceman, should 
get help from another generation of Servicemen. Again, many thanks." 

• * * 

" Words fail me in receiving the lovely parcel yesterday and expressing 
how delighted both my wife and I were with the contents. G o d bless 
you for being so thoughtful." 

• • • 

" I have now received your grant, for which I am most profoundly 
grateful. I cannot begin to tell you what a load this has taken off 
my mind. As soon as I am able, I shall join the Association in 
order to grant someone else in need the opportunity to avail them-
selves of your generosity and help." 

Clothing 
Gifts of clothing, toys and booVs have been most gratefully received 

from the following since early April , 1963: — 
Lieutenant-Colonel R. B. S. Eraut, Lieutenant-Colonel E. R . N . W . 

Nanney-Wynn, Captain F. V . B. Philp, W . O . I I P. McNaughton, " B " 
Troop, 226 Signal Squadron, Major-General D . A. L . Wade, C.B., O.B.E., 
M.C., Colonel C . E. Page, M.B.E., Mrs. J. St .C. W . Robinson, Mrs. J. 
J. H. Swallow, Captain R. C . R. Oliver. Ma-jor F . T . C . Williams, 
Lieutenant ( T . O . T . ) C . J. Bayfield, Major O. J. Peck, Colonel and Mrs. 
R. Linton, Mrs. Simnett, Major R. Lawrence, T h e Executors of the late 
Major D . Gibson, Mrs. G . M . Fraser, Mrs. I. G. Swan, A . Stokes, Esq., 
Mrs. R. A . C . Wilson, Captain W . G . Cunningham, Major-General M . 
S. Wheatley, C.B., C.B.E., Mrs. F . S. Straight, Major F . E. Warner, M.B.E., 
Lieutenant-Colonel and Mrs. T . A . Howard. Lieutenant-Colonel E. H . 
Clarke, O.B.E., R . S . M . F . Stockdale, W . O . I I R. J . Davies, Major-General 
Sir Hubert E. Ranee, G.C.M.G., G.B.E., C.B., W . O . I I F . P. J. Edge, Major 
J. Wheeler, T.D.. Lieutenant-Colonel and Mrs. G . M. Welsford, Major W . 
H. Bowler. R . Q . M . S . and Mrs. W . A . Barnes. Major J. F. H . Williams, J. 
Peecock, Esq., Mrs. R. Flanagan, Staff Sergeant and Mrs. R. A . Ellis. 

Annua! General Meeting 
Minutes of the Eighteenth Annual General Meeting 

held at Catterick Camp on the 30th June, 1963 

Present: Major-General L . de M. Thuillier, C.B., O.B.E., 
Chairman; Major-General E. S. Cole, C.B., C.B.E., Vice-Chairman; 
and approximately 200 members from 35 different Branches of 
the Association. 

The Master of Signals, Major-General Sir William A. Scott, 
K.C.M.G., C.B., C.B.E., Was p r e s e n t . 

The Chairman opened the meeting by welcoming all who 
had come to Catterick in such considerable numbers for the 
18th Reunion. In particular he was very glad to welcome the 
Master of Signals, President of the Association, Major-General 
Cole, Vice-Chairman and Brigadier Tucl<er, Representative 
Colonel Commandant. The Chairman went on to thank 
Brigadier Cox and the Regiments of the Training Brigade for 
all they had done in organising the weekend which involved a 
tremendous amount of labour in their spare time. He also 
thanked Brigadier McGil l and the School of Signals for their 
very great assistance. 

1. The Minutes of the 17th Annual General Meeting were 
put to the Meeting and having been duly proposed and seconded 
were passed unanimously and signed by the Chairman. 

2. Chairman's Report 
The Chairman continued with his annual report on the main 

points affecting Association affairs. These were: 
(a) Association H.Q. had now moved into very satisfactory 

new premises in Cheltenham Terrace, S.W.3 (adjacent to 
the Duke of York's H.Q.). He hoped members would 
visit the new H.Q. if they were in London. 

(b) H.R.H. The Princess Royal, Patron of the Association, 
had been gracious enough to visit R.H.Q. in March and 
had seen all departments of the Association and expressed 
herself well pleased with the new H.Q. 

(c) There had been many changes in the staff at Association 
H.Q. It would take a little time for the new members of 
the staff to ' run themselves in.' Meanwhile, the Chair-
man hoped that all would be tolerant if an occasional 
mistake was made. 

(d) Copies of the Balance Sheet and Accounts had been dis-
tributed with the Agenda to all concerned and were 
available on the floor. The Accounts had been scrutinized 
and passed by the Central Committee. The main points 
arising were: — 
(i) Accumulated funds were now £106,300. These are 

slowly building up thanks to the l5irectors of the 
Royal Signals Association Trustee Ltd., whose wise 
policy of investment was steadily increasing Associa-
tion assets. 

(ii) The credit balance in 1962 was £230 as compared 
to a credit balance of £2,200 in 1961. This decrease 
was due mainly to larger grants from the Benevolent 
F u n d ( £ 3 , 7 0 0 i n 1 9 6 1 , £ 5 , 0 0 0 i n 1 9 6 2 ) , e x t r a s ta f f 
w a g e s , l o s s o n T H E W I R E ( £ 1 , 4 0 0 c o m p a r e d t o £ 1 , 0 0 0 
in 1961) and the cost of the move from Eccleston 
Square due to purchase of new furniture and write-
off of old. 

(iii) There was some reduction in the financial support 
given to the Association by Branches and Units of 
the Corps but this had been more than offset by the 
very considerable upsurge in Life Membership sub- ^ 
scriptions. This was due mainly to the large number ' 
of young regular soldiers joining as Life Members 
in the n t h Regiment. This Regiment had also 
just made a contribution of £500 to Association 
funds—a record. The Association owed much to the 
Depot Regiment for its loyal support. 

The Accounts were put to the meeting. There 
were no questions and after being duly proposed and 
seconded were passed by a show of hands. 

(e) THE WIRE had been running at a loss for several years. 
In 1962 this was higher than we liked. All possible means 
for reducing this loss were under consideration but there 
was no easy solution. If all goes well in 1963 the loss 
should be reduced to a figure below £1,000. The Chair-
man planned to give a detailed report on THE WIRE to 
the next meeting of the Central Committee. 

(f) The membership of the Association had not changed to 
any marked degree in 1962 except in respect of the 
increased numbers of Life Members joining from the 
ranks of serving soldiers—which had already been men-
tioned. 

The Chairman stressed the importance of Branches 
persuading new members to join. The General Secretary 
was passing on to Branch Secretaries the names and 
addresses of all regular soldiers who left the Corps and 
settled down near to any particular Branch. 

3. Changes to the Rules of the Association 
The Chairman explained that certain proposed amendments 

to the Rules of the Association had been considered by the 
Central Committee who now recommended them to the Annual 
General Meeting for their approval. He asked the General 
Secretary to explain these amendments to the meeting. 

The General Secretary outlined the background to the 
amendments which were: 

(a) Amendment to Rule 3 
Under War Office letter 1162 (P.S.4(a)) a request had 

been made that Corps Associations should take under 
their wings the welfare of apprentices at Army Schools 
who are members of the General Service Corps but are 
destined to pass out into the ranks of that particular 
Corps. At present no official provision is made for assist-
ing welfare cases amongst Apprentices or Junior Trades-
men in the General Service Corps who are earmarked 
for Royal Signals. The Central Committee have approved 
the principle that ' Apprentices and Junior Tradesmen 
who are certified for the Commandant of the appropriate 
School as destined for Royal Signals should be con-
sidered as ' signalmen ' within the terms of Rule 3 and 
Rule 5 (I) (a). 

Junior Leaders serving with the Royal Signals Junior 
Leaders' Regiment and with the Royal Signals Company 
at the Al l Arms Junior Leaders' Regiment are already 
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Balance Sheet as at 31st DecemKw, 1962 

1961 
£ 

102,690 

2,203 

104,893 

1,079 

£ 

2,224 

26 Dr. 

2,198 

5 Cr. 

13 

337 
519 
200 
10 

ACCUMULATED FUND (including Minor Trus t s ) : 
Balance at 31st December, 1961 
Add: Excess of Income over Expenditure for the 

year 
Excess of Income of JVlinor T r u s t over 

Expendi ture 

Less: Loss (Profit) on sales of Investments during 
the year 

SUNDRY CREDITORS: 
Expenses Accrued 
Subscriptions Received in advance on Public 
cations . . . . . . 
Printing Charges on Publications 
Accountancy Charges 
Deposi t—Guards Divisional Signals 
New Office Furni ture , Fixtures and Fittings 
Printing of Diaries 

MAJOR-GENERAL L . DE M . T H U I L L I E R , Chairman 
BRIGADIER P . M . P . HOBSON, Secretary 

£ 5. d . 

104,892 15 11 

230 6 5 

20 13 6 

105,143 15 10 

803 18 5 

104,339 17 5 

23 19 9 

258 2 3 
607 2 3 
400 0 0 

10 0 0 
435 14 2 
225 10 6 

1,960 8 11 

1961 .. -i. 

• 831 
891 

2,182 
429 
961 

35 
100,843 

485 

142 

£105,972 £106,300 6 4 £105,972 

60 

430 
339 
500 
248 

2 
451 
152 
60 

2,000 
1,858 

C A S H : 
At Lloyds Bank L td . 
I n Hand 

£ s. d. 

1,022 16 10 
60 3 4 

367 12 
500 0 
250 0 

SUNDRY DEBTORS AND PAYMENTS I N ADVANCE : 
Subscriptions to Publications . . . . . . 337 17 
Advertisements in Publications . . ' ' 
Army Benevolent F u n d 
Officers' BenevoIentjFimd 
Royal Signals Association Trus tee Ltd . 
War Depar tment t 
Superannuation Contributions . . . . 152 8 
Sundries 81 7 

STOCKS ON H A N D 
INCOME T A X RECOVERABLE . 
LOANS TO BRANCH ASSOCIATIONS 
INVESTMENTS—At cost 

As per schedule attached. Market Value of the 
above Investments as at 31st December, 1962, 
was £99,183 (1961—£93,898) , ^ 
Shares in Royal Signals Association Trus tee Ltd . 

OFFICE FURNITURE : 
At cost less depreciation . . 
At valuation at 31st December, 1962 

LEASEHOLD PROPERTY: 
88 Eccleston Square, S .W.I 2,000 0 
Less: Amount written off to d a t e . . . . . . 2,000 0 

s. d . 

1,083 0 2 

1,873 11 9 
498 15 10 
920 3 3 

35 0 0 
101,435 15 4 

4 0 0 

'•••̂ aso 0 (> 

£106,300 6 4 

1961 
£ 

22 

4,155 

996 
3,691 

1,041 

54 
142 
289 

109 
2,224 

£12,701 

Income and Expenditure Account for the year 
E X P E N D I T U R E 

3,248 
1,355 

ADMINISTRATION EIO-ENSES: 
Staff Salaries, National Insurance and Luncheon 

2,987 Vouchers 
172 Staff Superannuation Contributions 
104 Payment to W. Butler, under Deed of Covenant 
— Lighting and Heating 
25 Insurance 
75 Printing and Stationery 
42 Postages and Sundry Expenses . . 
— Office Cleaning 

547 Travelling Expenses 
61 Repairs and Renewals 

200 Audit and Accotmtancy Charges 
22 Legal Fees 

4,235 

80 
Less: War Depar tment 
previous year 

L o s s ON " T H E WIRE" ; 
Subscriptions 
Receipts f rom Ad^ ertisements 

refunds relating to 

4,603 
5,599 

£ s. d. 

3,427 15 2 
172 1 5 
20 0 0 
10 17 10 
17 18 6 

176 14 0 
155 2 8 

8 11 8 
603 3 9 

49 16 4 
200 0 0 

4,842 1 4 

3,405 7 5 
1,441 9 5 

4,846 16 10 
6,425 5 2 

s. d. 

ORGANIZATIONS a s p e r 

N E W OFFICES 

BENEVOLENT GRANTS 
DONATIONS TO OTHER 

schedule attached . . 
COST OF FIXED CUPBOARDS 

W R I T T E N OFF 
LOSS ON REVALUATION OF OFFICE FURNITURE 
DEPRECIATION OF OFFICE FURNITURE 
AMOUNT W R I T T E N OFF LEASEHOLD PROPERTY 
COST OF ASSOCIATION REUNIONS 
INCOME T A X DEDUCTED ON INVESTMENT INCOME 

NOT RECOVERABLE 
EXCESS OF INCOME OVER EXPENDITURE 

4,842 1 4 

1,398 8 
5,069 12 

1,003 8 6 

300 0 
220 19 

142 0 
242 12 

109 11 
230 6 

£13,559 0 0 

1961 
£ 

ended 31st December, 1962 
I N C O M E 

1,168 • 

250 

598 

3,302 

202 • 

1,000 

237 

92 • 
35 

638 

4,179 
1,000 

£12,701 

318 

133 

717 

55 
147 

400 
600 

11 

244 

2 

603 
511 

6 1̂ 
464 

s. d. 
SUBSCRIPTIONS : 

Annual Members ' Subscriptions paid direct to 
Headquarters 
Headnuarter ' s share of Annual Membership 
Subscriptions paid to Branches 
Life Membership Subscriptions received during 
the year . . ; . 

CONTRIBUTIONS TO ADMINISTRATION EXPENSES; 
Officers' Benevolent Fund 

DONATIONS FROM INDIVIDUALS AND LOCAL 
BRANCHES 

RECEIPTS FROM REGIMENTS, SQUADRONS, ROYAL 
SIGNALS 

RECEIPTS FROM BRANCHES: 
Affiliation Fees 
Branch Funds on Disbandment 

RECEIPTS FROM CORPS F U N D : > 
In lieu of Officers' Annual Membership Sub-
scriptions . . 
Support of the Association 

SUNDRY RECEIPTS : 
Profit f rom Sales f rom Lighter Packs . . 
Profit on Corps Clothing, etc., as per schedule 
attached 
Profit on Sale of Records of Corps Band 
Insurance Commission 

283 17 

53 11 

1,661 5 

49 
15 

•i 
0 
0 

400 0 0 
600 0 0 

9 17 3 

189 19 9 
195 6 1 

5. d . 
2 0 
2 3 

INCOME FROM PUBLICATIONS : 
Royal Signals List—Subscriptions 
Less: Cost of Printing 

Profit on sales of Blue Book 

GRANTS REFUNDED 
INVESTMENT INCOME (GROSS) a s p e r s c h e d u l e 

attached . . . • 
DONATION FROM ARMY BENEVOLENT F U N D 

136 19 
15 9 

d . 

1,998 13 3 

250 0 0 

640 10 7 

2,979 11 11 

64 16 O 

1,000 0 0 

393 3 1 

8 9 152 
941 11 

4,136 4 10 
1,000 0 0 

£13,559 0 0 

presenting the Investments which are registered in the name of the Royal Signals Association Trus tee Limited, and that the Bank T H O M P S O N & CO., Chartered Accuftants. 
L O N D O N . March, 1 9 6 3 . 



You are w e l c o m e at 
No. 6 Pall Mall 

at Cox ' s and King 's branch of Lloyds 
Bank, 6 Pall Mall, S.W.i we have been officially 
appointed Army Agents for over two hundred 
years and Agents to the Royal Air Force since 
its inception. Of course you may bank where 
you please but the reason why so many officers 
open their personal accounts with us is that we 
have unrivalled experience in deahng with the 

financial affairs of officers stationed at home 
or abroad. We have departments specialising 
in general and kit insurance, in income tax, 
the purchase and sale of stocks and shares and 
the safe custody of valuables. This full banking 
service includes facilities for serving officers 
to cash their cheques at any branch of the 
Bank without prior arrangement. 

An officer's banking transactions are confidential to him and 
his bank. Our position as Official Agents in no way affects this. 

L L O Y D S B A N K L I M I T E D 
C O X ' S & K I N G ' S B R A N C H . 6 P A L L M A L L , S . W . I 

Telephone WHItehall 700 I 

Official Agents to tfne Army and Royal Air Force 
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R AC A L C O M M U N i C A T / O N S 

Due to the expansion of services to our customers, 
the following vacancy has arisen:— 

ASSISTANT INSTRUCTOR 
The successful candidate will be required to train customers' 
technicians on all features of RACAL communications equip-
ment and instruments and be prepared to travel overseas 
on occasions. He must also be capable of carrying out 
customers' liaison duties. 

Experience in operating and servicing high grade HF radio 
equipment and in instructing on both the theory and prac-
tical handling of such equipment essential. 
Relevant HM Forces experience will be considered an asset. 

Application enclosing brief details of qualifications 
and experience and present salary to:— 

PERSONNEL MANAGER 

RACAL ELECTRONICS LIMITED 

Western Road Bracknell Berks 

Housing available 

for married men 

* * • 

Contributory 

superannuation scheme 

• • * 

P O S T E D T O GERMANY 
Do you know that for as little as £150.0.0 
downpayment and 24 monthly payments of 
£18.0.0 It is possible to buy a Tr iumph 
Herald Saloon 1200, and for you to drive 
the car to Germany. 

For further particulars, and for details of the 
PEUGEOT models we sell, why not write to: 

Mr. George Murray, Wal ter Hagen & 
Co., GmbH , Ostwall 103-105, Krefeld. 

W H O C A N — 

Advise, without obligation, on the New and 
Used car marl<et in Germany; 
Arrange disposal of your present car in U.K.; 
Give details of the easiest of Hire Purchase 
facilities; 
Put a complete British Staff at your disposal. 

Walter Hagen & Co., GmbH 
KREFE LD 
Ostwall 103-105 
Tel: 28401/02/03 

H.Q . R H E I N D A H L E N 
Petrol Station 
Tel: M.GIadbach 5295 

' CELLARCRAFT' has been expertly 
practised for over 120 years 

to ensure that our 

WINES, SPIRITS & CIGARS 
are always in absolutely perfect condition 

SACCONE & SPEED LTD 
32 SACKVILLE STREET LONDON W-l 

Telephone: R E G E N T 2061 



Over a Century of Service 

1853-1963 
IN PRINT 
Like the Services, we also have a long tradition to 

uphold, at the same time, again like the Services, 

taking advantage of scientific progress in this age 

of mechanisation; yet maintaining, through a 

special department, a personal and helpful link 

with Service Editors, whom we are ever willing to 

advise and assist in the production of their journals. 

F.J.PARSONS LTD 
Lennox House, Norfolk Street, W.C.2 • Temple Bar 6591 
Works: Observer Buildings, Hastings * Hastings 1157 

BY APPOINTMENT TO HER MAJESTY TEE QUEEN 

Tradition in the modern manner 

H.J. are well known to all regiments as 
makers of fine Service caps, but not every-
one may know that we also offer a range of 
quality soft felt hats. In fact, we are very 
proud of our "softs", and for many years 
they have been the choice of discerning 
gentlemen who like to feel as correctly—yet 
comfortably—dressed off parade as on. We 
supply hats to suit every occasion and 
taste. Why not call and see the full range? 
Or write for an illustrated brochure. 

H.J . OFF PARADE 
A 
A 

I % 
A % 
A 

A 

I A 
A 

I % 
A 
A % 

Dual-purpose hat, in brown, green or grey. Style 6153 

( BOND STREET ) LTD . 

Civil and Military Hatters 

40a LONDON RD., CAMBERLEY {Wednesday afternoons only) 

38 N E W B O N D ST., L O N D O N , W . I . TEL: MAYfair 0784 

Produced for the Publishers. TH E S IGNALS ASSOC IAT ION OF T H E R O Y A L CORPS OF S IGNALS . Cheltenham Terrace , Chelsea, London, 
(Telephone SLOane 3477) by COMB INED SERVICE PUBL ICAT IONS , LTD . , 67/68 Jermyn Street , St. James's, London, S .W . I 

Printed in Great Britain by F. J . PARSONS , LTD . , Lennox House, Norfolk Street, London, W .C . 2 , and " Ob s e r v e r " Buildings, Hastings. Advertisement Managers 
SERV ICE NEWSPAPERS , L TD . , 67/68 Jermyn Street , St. James's, London, S .W . I (Telephone: Whitehal l 2504) 
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ARMIES NOW USE THE 
MILITARY MAN PACK SET 

LT 

The HF156 manpack transmitter/receiver is a tough reliable portable set selected 
by the British Army for active service in all climates. It's robust, fully sealed 
and entirely self-contained. 

Six crystal controlled channels, extreme simplicity of operation and exceptional 
range on voice and C W are some of the many features proved In 
w^orld-wide active service by fourteen armies. 

BRITISH COMMUNICATIONS CORPORATION LTD NEASDEN LONDON NW10 Tel : DOLlis Hfll 8511 Cables: Britcom London 

BKITISH COMMUNICATIOHS [OKPORATION I I M I I I D 
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T U I I n O Y A I . S I G N A L S 

M A G A Z I N E 

The Official Organ of the Signals 
Association 

E d i t o r : 

B R I G A D I E I t P . M . P . I I O B S O N , 
I>.S.O. 

Assistant Editor: 
I i n i G A D I E K H . R . F I H T H 

All correspondence and matter for 
publication for THE WIRE, should be 
addressed to THE WIRE, Royal Signals 
Association, Cheltenham Terrace, Chelsea, 
London, S.W.3. Tel. Nos. SLOane 4129 
and SLOane 3477, Ext. 143. 

M A T T E R F O R P U B L I C A T I O N 

M U S T B E R E C E I V E D B Y T H E 

I2th O F T H E M O N T H P R E C E D -

I N G P U B L I C A T I O N . 

Remittances should be made payable 
to: Royal Signals Association. Sub-
scription rates (post free, except air 
mail): Twelve months, i s / - ; single 
month, 1/3. 
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Vo l . 17 {New Series) N o . 9 

(^ditonat 

\ 
T h i s month w e congratulate our Corps shooting enthusiasts. T h e record 

of Corps successes at Bisley, reported in later pages of this WIRE, makes 

heartening reading. 

In the public eye shooting is, with good reason, regarded as a pr imary 

military skill and, therefore, enhances the soldierly image presented b y a 

C o r p s or Regiment which succeeds. O u r major wins have done just this. 

Within the shooting fraternity the impact is even greater. T h e r e the leader-

ship, powers of organisation, attention to detail and enthusiasm required 

to produce a team which is successful in the highly competit ive Bisley 

atmosphere are ful ly appreciated. T h i s all helps to build up prestige not 

only in the A r m y but also in the Services as a whole . 

H o w h a v e these results been achieved? B y the hard w o r k and 

enthusiasm of a devoted f e w rather than the many. Shooting has, perhaps, 

tended at times to be a Cinderel la amongst our many other activities and 

it behoves us to see that it gets all the support it deserves in the future. 

Whi le open range work may not always be too easy to organise m u c h can 

be achieved on the miniature range during the coming winter months. 

G o o d basic weapon training leading to a high percentage of marksmen and 

first-class shots must be the basis of good Corps shooting — proper attention 

being paid to tlie S . M . G . in the use of w h i c h w e should be better than 

we are. Promising young marksmen should be encouraged and g iven early 

competitive experience in Squadron and Regimental teams — the emphasis 

being on the inculcation of team qualities such as coolness and consistency 

in shooting in a number of m e n rather than the fostering of one or t w o 

outstanding shots. 

T h e C o r p s is a front line arm. G o o d shooting exemplifies this. I t is up 

to all of us to g ive this soldierly skill the ful l support it deserves whether 

w e be behind a weapon or responsible for the training of others. 

Recommended Reading 
PAGES 

Remarkable achievement in Athletics, by Apprentice 
Tradesmen 326-327 

L a V i e Francaise 328-332 

504 C o m w e l Squadron, Birth to D e a t h 334-335 

L e a v e (Adventure Training) in Thai land 338-340 

Royal Signals train as Infantry 342-343 

C l i m b i n g in Northern N o r w a y 343-344 

Morrison C u p Athletics 347 

Bisley and Bulford 348-350 
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In Germany and France 

The Signal Officer-ln-Chief Reviews His Tour 

Major-General F. J. Swainson, O.B.E., the Signal Officer-in-Chief, is just back from a three weeks' tour of Germany and 
France, and he has contributed this specially written and interesting article to THE WIRE telling of his impressions. 
" I found Signal Units in both countries in good fettle . . . . I found a healthy and enterprising outlook amongst all 
ranks . . . " writes General Swainson, who also deals with the vigorous way regiments have faced the problems of new 
organisations, new deployments and new equipments. The Signal Officer-in-Chief has also something to say about the 
difficulties and problems of married accommodation and his hope that concrete action will be taken soon to remove this 

problem once and for all. 

General Swainson writes: 

HA V I N G just returned from a three weeks' tour of Royal 
Signals Units in Germany and France, I feel it would 

interest the rest of the Corps and also those whom I visited 
if I were to tell you of my impressions. 

First of all, my tour of units in Germany and France took 
in all just three weeks and was therefore of necessity somewhat 
rushed. I made the maximum use of air transport where this 
was available in the shape of B.E.A. and/or helicopters, but 
even so, I was not able to do and see all that I would have liked. 

I saw regiments in barracks, on exercises in the field and on 
ceremonial parade, and I saw people at their work. M y wife, 
who accompanied me throughout, was able to visit families 
in regiments and squadrons, meet wives and children and visit 
garrison amenities and quarters, and I, too, was able to meet 
many families when time allowed. 

M y impressions wherever I went were that the Signal Units 
in both countries are in good fettle and are keen and enthusiastic 
about the new equipments and new techniques which are being 
introduced. I found a healthy and enterprising outlook amongst 
all ranks, and everyone seemed to be well aware of what they 
are on the Continent to do, and are setting about it in a work-
manlike fashion. It would be invidious of me to pick out any 
specific regiment or unit for mention as each unit has its own 
individuality, its own traditions and often its own ways of 
doing things. However, the N O R T H A G 28th Regiment is in 
a special position, and is quite unique. Here we have a 
regiment which is British organised and British commanded but 
with affiliated or attached squadrons or troops of other 
nationalities, the whole being subject financially to a Budget 
Committee of N.A.T.O. The problems arising in this regiment 
are not met with anywhere else, and the fact that they are being 
solved and that the regiment fulfils its function very well indeed 
is a tribute to all ranks. Undoubtedly this regiment is breaking 
new ground in the area of international co-operation and it 
may well provide a pattern for the future. 

T w o of the Divisional Regiments have been engaged for some 
time on trials of new organisations, new deployments and new 
equipments. It was stimulating and exciting to see the vigorous 
way in which these trials have been carried out, and the high 
degree of co-operation achieved with Commanders and staffs, 
and all arms and services. The new horizons revealed by the 
trials are clearly being exploited by all ranks involved—and I 

am convinced that great benefit will ultimately accrue from 
their efforts, both to the Corps and the Army. 

Over the past few years all units in Germany and France have 
felt the cold wind of shortages in manpower and equipment, 
and this has always been against a background of commitments 
which have tended to increase rather than decrease. These 
difficulties have been met with resource, ingenuity, cheerfulness 
and almost invariably, success; this again is a tribute to all 
those serving and those who have served in these units. Times 
are getting better now, more manpower is becoming available 
and the new equipment is arriving pretty well on schedule, 
though there are still some difficulties which we must overcome. 
I am sure from what I have seen that Regiments and Units in 
France and Germany are now reaching a high state of efficiency, 
that officers and men are alive to the changing techniques and 
are adjusting themselves to new concepts, and that the equip-
ment we have and are getting in units is fully capable of meeting 
all normal requirements. 

I know that on the family accommodation side all is not well 
in B.A.O.R. and commanding officers can be assured that all the 
points which they raised on matters concerning married accom-
modation which, I might add, were fully reinforced by my wife, 
are being taken up with the appropriate authorities now. It is 
my hope that some concrete action will be taken soon to remove 
this problem once and for all. For those who are in sub-
standard accommodation, I know this is not of immediate help, 
but they can be assured that this pro^em is very much in the 
rhind of the Q.M.G. and Director-orQuartering, and it will be 
solved in the not too distant future. 

The work you are all doing in France and Germany is of 
vital and fundamental importance to the British Army of the 
Rhine and to the N.A.T.O. Alliance. Our job in Europe is to 
provide communications for the Army. The commimications 
we provide must be one hundred per cent, anything less than 
this is just not acceptable. We are signallers—this is our prime 
function and raison d'etre—we should and we must be able 
to signal better than anyone else. From what I have seen on 
my tour, I am satisfied that all ranks are aware of their respon-
sibility, are keen to discharge it and are achieving high standards 
of efficiency in the technical and military spheres. 

Finally, on behalf of my wife and myself, I would like to 
thank all those who extended so much hospitality to us and who 
went to such pains to make our visit so thoroughly interesting 
and pleasurable. May I wish you all good luck and express 
the hope that you will have a really interesting and rewarding 
training season. 

= W I R E C O P Y 
Closing date for W i r e copy is the 12th of each month. In a number of cases effort is wasted 
because insufficient t ime is allowed for postage and contributions arrive too late for publication. 

Why not be on the safe side and send your copy in early. 
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Major-General 

F. J. Swainson, QBE 

Signal Officer-in-Chief 

Visits BAOR 

16th-29th June, 1963 

Princess Royal Day Parade— 
I Squadron, 4th Regiment W 

nnarches o f f " 

H.Q. B.A.O.R. 
r p H E S.O.-in-C. commenced his tour of the British Army 
J - of the Rhine on the morning of 17th June by visiting 

H.Q. B.A.O.R. After meeting senior officers he was entertained 
to lunch in the H.Q. R.A.F. Mess. 

2ist Regiment 
After lunch, the S.O.-in-C. was due to visit 21st Regiment but, 

due to the wide dispersion of this Regiment throughout 
Germany, it was only possible for him to visit one of the air-
fields and R.A.F. Wildenrath was selected. 

While the S.O.-in-C. was being conducted on a tour of the 
station by the Squadron Commander, Mrs. Swainson, accom-
panied by Mrs. Horner and Mrs. Bryson, visited one of the 
married quarters provided by the R.A.F. for our personnel. 
The house of Corporal and Mrs. A. M. Roseburgh and their 
four children was chosen. After this Mrs. Swainson met all 
the Squadron wives over tea. 

13th Regiment 
T h e General and Mrs. Swainson then took off by helicopter 

for 13th Regiment at Birgelin. 
On arrival the S.O.-in-C. inspected the Guard of Honour, 

commanded by Staff Sergeant Walton, before presenting the 
Meritorious Service Medal to the Provost Sergeant, Sergeant 
L . A. Smith, Green Jackets, and the Long Service and Good 
Conduct Medal to W.O.I J. M. Rose, B.E.M. General Swainson 
was clearly pleased to have the opportunity to present these 
long serving soldiers with their medals. 

S.O.-in-C. inspecting Quarter Guard at 13th Regiment 

e opera 
the Regiment, Mrs. Tyrell-Gray took Mrs. Swainson to visit 
the Regimental Kindergarten and then to the Warrant Officers' 
and Sergeants' Mess to meet wives of all ranks over a cup of tea. 
Meanwhile, the S.O.-in-C. was meeting a large cross-section 
of the Regiment at work and then visited the cookhouse where 
he spoke to several members of the Regiment during the 
tea meal. 

16th Regiment 
T h e following morning the S . O . - i n ^ . , accompanied by Mrs. 

Swainson and Brigadier E. J. C. Harrison, O.B.E., travelled by 
helicopter to i6th Regiment at Krefeld. T h e sky was overcast 
when the helicopter touched down on the rain soaked football 
pitch at Bradbury Barracks. 

The S.O.-in-C., accompanied by Lieutenant-Colonel R. W . P. 
Brader, inspected the Quarter Guard and heard a fanfare, 
specially composed for the Regiment, played by Signalman 
Pedlow. He then presented the Long Service and Good Conduct 
Medal to Staff Sergeant D . W . Marshall, who had recently 
joined the Regiment. 

T h e General then visited the newly formed Amateur Radio 
Q u b , where he met Captain A. W . Birley, R . A . S . C , and 
Corporal Prior who were in contact with D L 2 H O , another 
Royal Signals Amateur Radio Station located in Detmold. 
During the course of this contact an American Station D L 4 B S , 
operated by Staff Sergeant Russell Lawson, from near Munich, 
came into the schedule unexpectedly. On completion of his 
visit to the Amateur Radio Club the S.O.-dn-C. met the 
Squadron Commanders. This was followed by coffee and a 
meeting with the other officers of the Regiment. 

While the General was carrying out his tour, Mrs. Swainson 
was entertained by Mrs. Brader. After coffee with the Wives' 
Club, she was conducted on a visit to the Medical Centre, 
where she was shown over the various departments by Captain 
K . Williams, R.A.M.C. , and then on to the recently completed 
W.R.A.C. living accommodation where she was introduced to 
Sergeant A. Clarke, W.R.A.C. 

28th Regiment 
After lunch, Major-General and Mrs. Swainson spent the 

afternoon with 28(h Regiment. T h e S.O.-in-C. and the Com-
manding Officer were to fly by helicopter to No. 3 Joint Signal 
Centre, which is a new venture, operated by the Regiment in 
Holland. 

T h e helicopter took off from Bradbury Barracks and it was 
then that Lieutenant-Colonel Renton casually asked the 
S.O.-in-C. if he would mind inspecting the Quarter Guard 
from the air. As, he explained, they had naturally put in a lot 
of practice (so had the pilot) and in any event they had to pass 
over the Regiment's Barracks to get to Maastricht. Thus it 
came about that the Guard of Honour had a short but impressive 
inspection. As someone remarked, the S.O.-in-C. took one 
look at them and then shot five hundred feet up in the air. 
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T h e return journey was done in record time. With a strong 
tail wind the helicopter arrived well ahead of schedule and the 
occupants were just beginning to realise that there was no trans-
port available to take them home, when Mrs. Harrison arrived 
in the C.S.O.'s private car. From long experience of helicopters 
she apparently has no faith in E.T.A.s and operates her own 
early warning system. This, like all good ideas, is simple and 
appears to consist of opening the kitchen window and listening. 

Meanwhile, Mrs. Swainson had spent a busy afternoon visiting 
the house of Mrs. Spence, the wife of R.S.M. Spence, and of 
Mrs. Clarke, the wife of Corporal Clarke. Later she attended 
a tea party where she somehow found time to talk to every 
single one of the forty to fifty wives present, eventually arriving 
home long after the S.O.-in-C. 

22nd Regiment 
On the 19th June, the S.O.-in-C. left Rheindahlen for 22nd 

Regiment. On arrival he inspected the Quarter Guard. After 
tea he met R.S.M. P. Lafiferty and all Warrant Officers and 
Senior Ranks of the Regiment. This was followed by a small 
cocktail party in the Officers' Mess during the evening. 

T h e following morning the S.O.-in^C. carried out a tour of 
the Regiment before leaving for Sennelager. W e are told that 
the memorable feature of the visit was being served with salt 
instead of sugar with his tea. 

Gurkha Squadron 
On arrival at Sennelager, Major-General Swainson paid a 

very short visit to the Gurkha Squadron in the training area 
and, although in a hurry to catch a plane from Hannover to 
Berlin, found time to walk round with Major J. Ridge and talk 
to some of the G.O.R.s. 

In Berlin 
T h e S.O.-in-C. and Mrs. Swainson, accompanied by the 

A.D.C. Lieutenant C. Garton, arrived at Templehof Airport on 
the afternoon of the 20th June and were met by Major and Mrs. 
Beattie. T h e party were conveyed to Edinburgh House where 
they were to be accommodated in the V.I.P. suite. Mrs. 
Swainson thought that they might have been given the accom-
modation reserved for President Kennedy as their lounge 
contained a rocking chair, and the President's arrival was 
imminent. 

229 Squadron 
On Friday morning the S.O.-in-C. visited 229 Squadron 

where he was met by S.S.M. Hadfield and inspected a Quarter 
Guard under the command of Sergeant G . Lowe. T h e General 
was then conducted round the unit lines. 

Lieutenant (T.O.T.) N . A. Parker proudly showed the 
S.O.-in-C. his newly appointed workshops and a display of 

locally procured communications equipment. Having met a 
number of the German civilian employees, some of whom have 
been with the Squadron for seventeen years, Major-General 
Swainson visited the stores and living accommodation. He also 
offered some very sound advice to the instructor. Sergeant D. 
Haydon, of a morse class which were training at the time. 

On Saturday morning the S.O.-in-C. was allowed to relax 
and he spent the time sightseeing. In the evening Major-
General Swainson and Mrs. Swainson were entertained to dinner 
by Dr. Hoffmann, Director of Landespost Direktion, and Mrs. 
Hoffmann. 

ist Regiment 
T h e party departed for Hannover on Sunday morning and 

on arrival were met by Lieutenant-Colonel C. E. Page, M.B.E., 
ist Regiment. 

The S.O.-in-C. and Mrs. Swainson then drove to Verden 
where they were entertained to a curry lunch in the Officers' 
Mess and were able to meet the officers of the Regiment and 
their families. In the evening the S.O.-in-C. made a tour of 
certain Regimental activities, which included watching the 
fencing team at practice (the team are B.A.O.R. champions and 
were runners-up in the Army Championship in the U.K.) . 
Evensong in the Garrison Church was followed by a visit to 
the W.V.S. lounge and the evening ended in " Jimmy's Club." 

On arrival at Caithness Barracks, the following morning, the 
General inspected the Quarter Guard and then presented the 
Long Service and Good Conduct Medal to R.Q.M.S. R. Adams. 
Notable in the programme was when the Composite Squadron, 
which had been training in Denmark, drove on to the barrack 
square and lined up to meet the General. 

After a short visit to the caravan site the S.O.-in-C. and 
Mrs. Swainson left by helicopter for Bielefeld. 

200 and 211 Squadrons 
On 25th June, the S.O.-in-C. visited 200 Squadron at 

Detmold in the morning and 211 Squadron at Minden in the 
afternoon. 

7th Regiment 
T h e S.O.-in-C. visited 7th Regiment on 26th June. During 

his tour of the Regiment, potted military music was played 
by the Corps band, demonstrating, some people believe, that 
potted music for parade occasions is perfectly acceptable pro-
viding that really top class equipment is used. T h e tour 
concluded with a short address by the General and a visit to 
the Warrant Officers' and Sergeants' Mess. 

Meanwhile Mrs. S^ainson, accompanied by Mrs. Clarkson 
and Mrs. Gerrard, visited married accommodation, including 
quarters, hirings, caravans and private accommodation. She 
showed great interest in the caravan site and spent some time 
discussing the amenities and possible improvements with 
Captain Truscott, the Quartermaster responsible. 

{Continued on foot of page 577) 

The S.O.-in-C. inspects 229 Squadron Quarter guard accompanied 
by Major B. A. Beattie and Sergeant G. S. Lowe. Foreground: 

Signalmen Petrie, Stables, Baker and Richardson 
7th Regiment, 4 Squadron: S.O. in C . talking to members of Systems 

Control 
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MORE MATCHES 
BEnERVAUIE 

B R I T I S H M A D E B Y B R Y A N T & M A Y 

LOUIS DESROCHES&C? 

9 ' 6 3 - l Printed in Great Britain 

A beer across the bar 

Some come for the company. 
Some for the beer. But really 
they enjoy both. And I'll tell 
you this—even though it's my 
job and pretty hard work at 
times, 1 look forward to my 
evenings in our local every bit 
as much as our regulars do. 

l a the evening— 
BEER, IT'S L O V E L Y ! 

ISSUED BY THE BREWERS' SOCIETY, 
2 0 UPPER BROOK ST., LONDON, W.L 

SUPPLEMENT No. 1-PAGE ONE 
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Fihh of a Series 

Direct to You! 
from 

THE OFFICER i/c RECORDS 
THE INSPECTOR OF TRADE TRAINING 

The follawing is the first of four articles to be published in successive issues of 
" The Wire," dealing with careers on the various trade rosters. Either this article or 
one of the subsequent ones should be of considerable interest to many of our readers. 

Somn R e m a r k s about a Ca ree r on the 
Technical Hos ie r 

r p E C H N I C I A N S are the most highly paid tradesmen in 
JL the Corps. They are in a privileged position for pro-

motion up to and including the rank of sergeant, in that this 
is governed by length of technician service, under the rules 
set out in the Pay Warrant, Articles 404-414. For those 
technicians who become proficient in their trade and who pass 
the necessary educational and military qualifications, the rules 
lay down basically the times at which they can advance in rank, 
irrespective of establishment vacancies. 

When the rank of Sergeant is achieved, there is the oppor-
tunity of becoming a Foreman of Signals and advancing to the 
rank of Warrant Officer, Class I, which in turn can lead to a 
commission as a Technical Officer Telecommunications. 

I am often surprised at those technicians who do not seem 
to realise that by putting on the Queen's uniform they 
are first and foremost soldiers, and, unless they show a satis-
factory standard of military proficiency and leadership, cannot 
reap the financial rewards of their special rules for promotion. 
In my opinion there is a parallel here in civilian life; the 
craftsman must be able to shoulder responsibility if he is to 
get ahead and rise from the factory floor level, either to run 
his own show or be considered for an executive or supervisory 
position with his firm. Many of those who have become Fore-

This important art ic le ej 

men or Sergeant technicians, and later found good jobs in the 
electronic industry, have no doubt been aided in this by reason 
of the fact that whilst in the Corps not only had they learnt a 
good trade, but they had learned to shoulder responsibility and 
direct and control the efforts of others sensibly and effectively. 

Many technicians are ex-apprentices, and the training they 
received whilst in Boy Service in itself gave them an advantage 
on entering man service: but let me hasten to add that the 
adult entrant is not thereby at a disadvantage in making his 
career as a technician. There are equal opportunities for both 
and there is no shortage of vacancies for technician N.C.O.s. 

This brings me to a point which I want to stress. S E I Z E 
Y O U R O P P O R T U N I T I E S . This is something everyone has to 
do for himself. 

When a technician undergoes his basic technical training, he 
is laying the foundation of his career. It is important that he 
should realise this. If he does really well in that training, he 
will gain the opjrortunity of receiving some extra weeks training 
in order to qualify as a Class II tradesman, instead of passing 
out at Class III standard. A Class II rating qualifies him, trade-
wise, for future promotion to full corporal. This means that 
after leaving 8th Training Regiment to join his first unit, he 
can concentrate on the practical side of his trade; on gaining 
the other qualifications he may require, such as education and 
military proficiency tests; and, above all, on learning what is 

vntinues on page 31II 

The S.O.-in-C's. Visit to It .A.O.R. continued 

217 Squadron 
During the afternoon the S.O.-in-C. paid a short visit to 

217 Squadron at Gutersloh before returning once again to 
Bielefeld. 

In the evening General Swainson, accompanied by Brigadier 
Hancock, returned to the Officers' Mess 7th Regiment for 
dinner. After diimer, a novel form of cableteam was demon-
strated by Captain Nicol and Second-Lieutenant Knox-Johnson, 
in the course of which the horse (you still can't get away from 
the horse), despite its diminutive stature, disgraced itself on 
the carpet. TTiis was followed by a mock communications 
race between 3 and 4 Squadrons which ended in a draw with 
no cx)mmunications to either side; as a result of this both Captain 
Dominy and Major Roper were fired pubhcly by the S.O.-in-C. 
(no comment). Shortly after this unexpected pyrotechnical 
display. General Swainson returned, one hopes reluctantly, to 
Bielefeld. 

Tour of a Divisional Signals in the Field 
As 2nd Regiment was on its Regimental Exercise " Square 

Eleven" the following day, it was decided to give General 
Swainson a lightning tour of a Divisional Signals in the field. 

Here he met the Commanding Officer, Lieutenant-Colonel N. 
C. Porter, the Adjutant and R.S.M., and drove with the Com-
manding Officer to Divisional Location H.Q. which was sited 
near the top of the Wiehengebirge ridge. Here Captain C. K . 
Powell was in charge of " A " Troop radio village. A little 
further on the S.O.-inX^. stumbled on the highly camouflaged 
3-tomiers of the Comcen. He was introduced to the officers 
and senior N.C.O.S and was given a short briefing on this 
new system of working by Major D . J. Cattermull. He visited 
aU the operating vehicles and saw them at work. 

206, 211 and 212 Brigade Squadrons 
After this he once more climbed into the helicopter to fly to 

where 206, 211 and 212 Brigade Squadrons were each sited. 

4th Regiment 
On the final day of his tour, 4th Regiment were fortunate in 

that the visit of the S.O.-in-C. coincided with Princess Royal 
Day. T h e visit started off with inspection of the Quarter 
Guard, commanded by Corporal Richardson, the members of 
which were wearing their new black leather equipment for 
the first time. 

During the Princess Royal Day parade the S.O.-in-C. 
presented Long Service and Good Conduct Medals to R.Q.M.S. 
M. Crossley, Q.M.S.I. T . Turl, A.P.T.C. , and Sergeant J. M . 
Rhodie. Music was provided by the band of the ist Battalion 
Royal Northumberland Fusiliers, including a march off to the 
tune of " When tRe Saints G o Marching In " (there must be 
a moral in that somewhere). The parade was immediately 
followed by a drive past of Ferret, Saracens and Armoured 
Humbers, commanded by Captain R. A. Burfitt. 

The final event in the S.O.-in-C. programme was tea in 
the Sergeants' Mess where, in a short period of time, he 
managed to talk to many members of the integrated Warrant 
Officers' and Sergeants' Mess, and also to speak briefly on the 
value of integration. 

It was a fitting end to what we hope was a pleasant and 
successful tour and when Major-General Swainson and Mrs. 
Swainson left for home the next day we hope they took some' 
pleasant memories of their visit to the British Army of the 
Rhine with them. 
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expected of a junior N.C.O. It also means that he has not got 
to attend an upgrading course from Class III to Class II, for 
which facilities in his station (for example, Aden) may be 
difficult to provide, for operational or other reasons. Later, of 
course, he will, if recommended, return to the Training Brigade, 
for a Class I upgrading course, probably between his third and 
fifth year of technician service. 

Education plays a vital part in this modem world. For the 
technician, if he is not exempt by reason of holding acceptable 
civilian qualifications, such as G.C.E., the early acquisition of 
the Army Certificate of Education, at Iroth the Class 3 and Class 
2 standards, should present little problem. A.C.E. i , which 
can be taken subject by subject, is a harder proposition. Although 
not an obligatory qualification for promotion up to and inclusive 
of the rank of Staff Sergeant (after ist April, 1965, it will be 
required for promotion to Staff Sergeant), my advice is get on 
with it as soon as you have gained your A.C.E. 2. The younger 
you are when studying for it, the better. What is more, I 
would advise you to include physics as one of the subjects at 
A.C.E. I, if you intend later to go for F. of S. Maths or Military 
Calculations is, of course, an obligatory subject. If you leave 
it until you are a Sergeant, married, with a family, your other 
responsibilities, both as an N.C.O. and a husband, may make it 
all the harder to study. 

If you have been exempted from obtaining A.C.E. i , I 
would urge you to study for the City and Guilds certificates in 
Telecommunications, mentioned in last month's article. A way 
to overcome boredom in the evenings is to study for such 
civilian qualifications and, of course, your local R.A.E.C. Educa-
tion Centre and Unit can help you. If you wanted to get ahead 
in civilian life, you would probably go to night school to 
achieve the same qualification. 

If you are a Class III technician, you should try to obtain 
Standard III in the Military Proficiency Test (M.P.T.) at the 
first available opportunity, although a recruit technician with 
less than one year's service as such, may be promoted Lance-
Corporal without passing M.P.T. I l l , provided he shows him-
self to be a smart and soldierly chap. T o get further promo-
tion, however, you must pass M.P.T. at Standards II and later 
I. Again these are not difficult tests. They aim to ensure 
you know your basic military " onions," knowledge which every 
N.C.O. should have on the modern battlefield about weapons, 
fieldcraft, first aid and the like. Your unit will no doubt help 
by creating the opportunity for you to pass these tests; it is 
up to you to make good use of any preparatory instruction given. 

Once you have been mustered as a technician, you will 
be posted to a signal unit which may be a regiment, a squadron 
or an independent troop, possibly serving with a regiment 
of the Armoured Corps, Gunners or Infantry. Your employ-
ment will vary, depending on the role of the unit in which 
you serve. You may find yourself primarily on shift work in 
your trade, with few opportunities for developing the military 
ability which you must have as a N.C.O. On the other hand 
you may be serving with a Gunner or Infantry unit, where 
you may be almost overwhelmed in the training season, but at 
some other times there may not be very much technical work: 
in such times, other non-technical duties may come your way, 
particularly on the purely military side, and this can give you 
a most useful opportunity to develop your military attributes. 
You may be able to learn to drive, or acquire some additional 
qualifications or skills, which will increase your versatility, both 
as a soldier and as a man. The more interest you show in this 
direction, the more you are likely to gain: indeed, there is 
much satisfaction to be had in achievement. You are not 
expected necessarily to reach the high standard of the Brigade 
of Guards as regards drill, but you are expected to be smart 
and able to give simple words of command with confidence. 
As a junior N.C.O. you must likewise undertake routine duties 
such as Orderly Corporal or Guard Commander, and show you 
can exercise control with commonsense and efficiency. 

Another interesting field of employment is secondment with 
such forces as the Federal Regu ar Army in Arabia, or with 
the Royal Nigerian Army, to quote only two examples. From 
time to time THE WIRE carries details of current vacancies and, 
of course, you can always ask your unit to find out if volunteers 
of your rank and trade are required in any particular part of 
the world in which you are interested. 

Now I should like to address a special word to technicians 
who are senior corporals or junior sergeants. If you have not 
made up your mind how you want to advance your careers 
above the rank of Sergeant, you should think about it now; 
seek advice if you wish, and then make your decision. 

Corps Memorandum No. 12 (a copy of which should be 

in every Royal Signals unit) sets out the rules for becoming a 
Foreman of Signals. 

You must pass a qualifying examination (unless you are 
exempt, having City and Guilds, 3rd year); but before your 
application to sit the examination can be accepted, you must 
have held technician Class I trade rating for 12 months, and 
must earn a recommendation for Foreman of Signals from your 
Commanding Officer. Thereafter, your name is considered by 
a Selection Board, in competition with other candidates like 
yourself. If you are selected for training, you have to attend 
an interesting and exacting course at the School of Signals, 
and, on passing, are promoted Staff Sergeant (and after ist 
April, 1965, provided, of course, you have A.C.E. i). Thus, 
if you become a Sergeant, say after five years' service as a 
technician, and you quahfied almost as soon as you were 
eligible, you could be a Staff Sergeant (F. of S.) with less 
than nine years' service. A later article will tell you some-
thing of the career prospects of Foremen of Signals. 

Should you elect to pursue a career on the Regimental Duty 
Roster, you must have marked military ability and must become 
qualified and recommended for the change of roster. The 
actual transfer to the R.D. roster cannot take place until you 
have come into the selection zone for promotion to Staff 
Sergeant (R.D.), and until you have been selected by a Board 
for this promotion. It is stressed that in this case, a 
Sergeant Technician's promotion depends on his merit in com-
petition with N.C.O.s of similar seniority from other rosters, 
such as the Operating, Field and Administrative rosters. In 
general, if a technician has shown initiative in qualifying him-
self early, both as a Sergeant Technician and as a potential 
Foreman, he is likely to get ahead, not only of those tedhnicians 
who have not troubled to qualify themselves, but also of those 
who elect transfer to the R.D. roster. It must be borne in 
mind that transfer from the Technical roster to the R.D. roster 
involves demustering and loss of entitlement to technician 
rates of pay. 

If a Technician Sergeant doesn't wish to become a Fore-
man or go straight away to duty on the R.D. roster, he might 
decide to train as a pilot, first on fixed wing aircraft and later 
on helicopters. I know of sergeants who have done this and 
found it most interesting: what is more, the flying pay more 
than makes up for loss of technician rates. A C I 340/61 sets out 
the form about training as a pilot. 

Finally, once you have decided to which senior supervisory 
roster you wish to aspire, i.e., F. of S. or R.D., then as a 
Sergeant particularly, there are different goals to be achieved, 
and these I give fctelow, based on what will be obligatory 
by ist April, 1967 (Corps Memo No. 11 Anx. A gives more in-
formation if you are interested). 

F O R F . OF S . R O S T E R 

Must pass F. of S. qualifying examination, unless 
exempt by reason of holding 3rd year City and Guilds: 
following successful selection to attend F. of S. Course, 
a pass on: 

1. Staff Sergeants' Course, Part I. 
2. F. of S. Qualifying Course. 

F O R R E G I M E N T A L D U T Y R O S T E R 

A pass on: 
1. Staff Sergeants' Course, Parts I and II. 
2. Guards Drill Course or Platoon Weapons Course. 

plus A.C.E. I in each case. 

T o sum up, the Corps offers great variety to the technician 
who will seize his opportunities, both as a tradesman and as a 
military man; indeed, both aspects go hand in hand to a large 
extent. If you are in doubt about some point, take the trouble 
to ask for advice from your regimental officers and, if necessary, 
ask them to ascertain from the Officer-in-Charge of your 
Records Office what can best be done to further your career. 
B U T in the modem Army, as in the modem world, basically 
it will be Y O U R efforts which get you on to higher rank, 
which brings greater responsibilities, greater interest and, 
of course, more money too! 

(Continued on page 319) 
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Anyone Looking for an Upgrading Course? 
{Continued from "Direct to You") 

As we promised some time ago, we will continue to publish 
each month the dates of upgrading courses in the Training 
Brigade some six months ahead, in case they are of interest to 
you. 

The courses due to start in Catterick in March, 1964, are: 
Electronic Technician ... Q a s s II to I Starts 3rd March, 1964 
Line Technician Class I I to I Starts 3rd March, 1964 
Radio Relayman Q a s s II to I Starts 31st March, 1964 
Cipher Operator Class II to I Starts 17th March, 1964 
Line Technician Class I I I to I I Starts 24th March, 1964 
Radio Technician (Lt.) . . . Q a s s I I I to II Starts 3rd March, 1964 
Cipher Operator Class III to I I Starts 17th March, 1964 

on a C . i i and how he had watched the reception of the 
message on a D . i i which had been received with impeccable 
accuracy. 

It was also evident how proud the Corps was today on its 
return to being an all-Regular Corps. Much as we appreciated 
the efforts of the National Serviceman, the shortness of his 
engagement did impose Umitations on the ability to develop 
and train units. 

Finally he referred to the sophisticated new plans for com-
munication in the field in the near future which had been 
outlined in The Times and Telegraph. Clearly the Corps was 
keeping right up to date in an electronic age and he felt 
generally that they were at a high peak of morale and efficiency. 

He ended by quoting the reason why a cadet now at Sand-
hurst wanted to go into the Corps, which was that " it is an 
up-to-date Corps with up-to-date ideas." 

Resume of the Representative Colonel 
Commandant's Speech at the Corps Dinner, 1963 

REPRESENTATIVE Colonel Commandant opened by 
reading out the telegram of loyal greetings to Her Majesty 

the Queen and our Colonel-in-Chief Her Royal Highness the 
Princess Royal, and replies that the Master of Signals had 
received. He also read out telegrams from Gurkha Signals— 
Lieutenant-General E. A. Osborne and Colonel H. V. von S. 
Thome. 

The Chairman then went on to outline the arrangements 
for the garden party which was being held at Hurlingham for 
the first time, on tiie following day. He said that the move 
had obviously been well received as it was expected that the 
numbers attending would be in the order of 220 compared 
with about 150 in recent years at the Hyde Park Hotel. 

The Chairman then welcomed the two ^ e s t s of the evening. 
Major Sandford, Royal Inniskilling Fusiliers, who is G.S.O.2 
(Infantry) at the School of Signals, and Captain Moon, who is 
the Royal Marine instructor. He described how we only ask 
guests to the dinner who had a very close connection with the 
Corps and it was a measure of our affection and esteem that 
we welcomed these two officers to the dinner that night. 

He described how pleased we were to see representatives 
from the Signal Corps of the United States, Canada and 
Australia, but they were not guests as they were members of 
the Dinner Q u b . 

He went on to tell the company that Major-General Ashton 
Wade had retired from the Chairmanship of the Institution 
and how appreciative we were of all he had done over the 
previous five years. 

He then referred to the departure of Henry Firth from being 
General Secretary of the Association and Brigadier Bill Howe 
from being Secretary of the Institution. He said what a great 
loss they would be and how much we owed to them during 
their long tenures in these jobs. Brigadier Firth is being re-
placed by Brigadier Pat Hobson, but he is continuing the work 
for the Association by helping with THE WIRE. Brigadier Howe 
has been replaced by Lieutenant-Colonel E. Day who will, in 
the near future, be joined by Colonel Peckham Adams, an 
appointment of which we were all very glad to hear. 

All of these officers, together with Colonel Vulliamy, the 
Regimental Secretary, are housed in the new Regimental Head-
quarters building within the confines of the Duke of Yorks 
Headquarters in Chelsea. 

The Representative Colonel Commandant then paid tribute 
to the work of Major-General Whistler as S.O.-in-C., who had 
been posted to another appointment in September, 1962, the 
imj^tance of which was such that it was about to be re-
designated Assistant Chief of Defence Staff (Signals). We were 
all very conscious of the impact which General Whistler had 
made on the Corps, some of which a representative would 
describe in a few moments. 

A worthy successor to General Whistler had been selected 
in General Swainson, and he knew that the assembled company 
would wish him well. 

The Representative then went on to give one or two of his 
impressions of the Corps today. 

He felt that morale was very high, particularly amongst 
senior N.C.O.S whose technical ability and whose turnout had 
impressed him considerably, particularly when he visited Units 
in the Far East. We had now been supplied with a new range 
of equipment and its eflSciency was such that everybody had 
very good confidence in it and it worked very well; an instance 
was given of how he had spoken from Singapore to Brunei 

London Gazette 
R E G U L A R A R M Y 

Maj. (Tfc . Offr.) J. Hastings retires 14th July, 1963. 
T h e undermentioned Captains to be Majors, 22nd July, 1963: 

R. K . Nice C . F . Lewis 
A . C . Dexter P. H. Massie 
St. J. P . Arcedeckne-Butler B. M . Ashcroft 
R. G . Jones W. J. Pritchard 
D . R . Beadon N. Allen 

Lt . C . T . Garton from N . S . List to be Lt . , 23rd M a y , 1963. 
T h e undermentioned Lieutenants to be Captains, 2nd August, 1963: 

R. S. Mansfield E. G . WUUams 
M . S. Wilson-Brown L . J. Pertwee 
B. M . Kavanagh M . Allen 

Capt. ( T . O . T . ) A . G . Pritchard to be M a j , ( T . O . T . ) ist May, 1963. 

S H O R T S E R V I C E C O M M I S S I O N S 
Lt. ( T . O . T . ) H. W . Galloway to be Capt. ( T . O . T . ) ist April , 1963. 
Lt. ( T . O . T . ) J. Potts to be Capt. ( T . O . T . ) , ist August, 1963. 
T h e undermentioned to be Lts. (Q.M.) on the dates shown: 

W . O . I (R.S .M.) J. W . Sinclair, 7th July, 1963. 
W . O . I R. A . Webb, 8th July, 1963. 
W . O . I (R.S.M.) K . B. Bailey, 8th July 1963. 

W . O . I K . J. BickneU to be L t . (Tfc . Offr.) 3rd July, 1963. 
Lt . B. F . Strange to be Capt., ist April , 1962. 
W . O . I (F. of S.) D . A . Bowden to be L t . ( T . O . T . ) 12th July, 1963-

T E R R I T O R I A L A R M Y 

Colonel G . H. T . Shrimpton from A . E . R . O . to be Colonel ist April , 1962. 
Lieutenant-Colonel E. W. Milner to be Brevet Colonel i6th October, 

1962. 
Capt. F . R. Goulden to be M a j . , ist July, 1963. 
Lt. R. J. Green to be Capt., ist July, 1 ^ 3 . 
Capt. ( T f c . Offr.) R. J. Burden, T.D., to be Maj . (Tfc . Offr.) ist May, 

1963. 
Capt. R. W . Fawcett granted acting rank of M a j . , i»t June, 1963. 
Lt. A . N . Hawkesworth to be Capt. , 8th June, 1963. 
Lt. P. H. W . Webster resigns his commission, I2th June, 1963. 
Lance-Corporal Harvey to be 2nd-Lt., 15th June, 1963. 
Capt. (Hon. Maj.) M . J. S. Spearing relinquishes ms commission, 

Capt. R. I^ustig to be Maj . , ist May, 1963. 
Cpl. A . T . Hall to be 2nd-Lt. 30th Apii l , 1963. 

Where are they? 
23187534 Ex-Driver T . F . Perman (now blind) late of 3rd Infantry 

Division Signals would like to hear from any of his old friends—notably 
David Ashley, who was posted to Malaya in 1957. Letters c / o THE WIBE 
will be forwarded. 

Marriages 
W R I G H T — C A R L Y O N . — L i e u t e n a n t M . R. Wright, of 329 Squadron 44 

(H.C.) Regiment (Cinque Ports) T . A . , to Miss T . M . Carlyon at St. 
Mary's Church, Shortlands, Kent , on 10th August, 1963. 

G E N D E R S — B U T C H A R D . — O n 7th August, Lieutenant D . C . N . Genders, 

of 
ersey C . I . , to Julia, only daughter of M r . and Mrs. J. S. Butchard, 
lersey and Tanganyika. 

Of 13th Regiment 
D A W E — W H I T H O U S E . — C o r p o r a l A . D a w e to Margaret Whithouse at 

Parish Church of Emmanuel, Loughborough, on 15th June, 1963. 
W O O D L E Y - F A R R E S T E R . — S t a f f Sergeant J. G . Woodley to Dorothy 

Christina Farrester at St. Cuthbert Church, C o l b u m , on 22nd Jtme, 1963. 
D O U G L A S — L A W S . — S i g n a l m a n J. D . Douglas to Cynthia Blanche Law«, 

at Parish Church of Estertherland, Durham, on i i t h M a y , 1963. 

Of 229 Squadron (Berlin) 
C O R N F O R T H — L I S S A K . — C o r p o r a l J. Comforth to Frl. Margit Ussak, 

at Standesamt, Berlin, on i i t h July, 1963. 

M A C K — O ' C A L L A G A N . — C o r p o r a l T . M . Mack to Patrida Mary 
O'Callagan, at Newton Abbot , on 17th May. 
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Births 
Of 229 Squadron 
D A V I E S . — T o Lieutenant P. R. Davies and Mrs. Davies, on 25th 

July—a daughter. 
T O N E R . — T o Lance-Corporal and Mrs. M . Toner , on 24th July, at 

B . M . H . , Berl in—a son, Kevin. 
S T A B L E S . — S i g n a l m a n and Mrs. J. Stables, at B . M . H . , Berlin, a s o n -

Andrew John. 

Of 13th Regiment 
H A R D I N G . — T o Corporal R. K . Harding and Mrs. Harding, at R . A . F . 

Hospital, Wegberg, on 30th June, a daughter, Susan Jay. 
O G D B N . — T o Corporal D . G . Ogden and Mrs . Ogden, at Jane Crookall 

Maternity Home, Douglas, on loth June—a daughter, Nicola Joy. 
M A X W E L L . — T o Staff Sergeant and Mrs. Maxwell , at B . M . H . , Hanover, 

on 6th July—a son, Timothy Paul. 
Signals Wing, Royal Military Academy 
S I M M O N S . — T o Staff Sergeant and Mrs. Simmons—a daughter. 
S T Y L E S . — T o Sergeant and Mrs. Styles—a son. 
S Y M O N D S . — T o Sergeant and Mrs. B. Symonds—a son. 
C O T T I L A R D . — T o Sergeant and Mrs. A . Cottilard, a son, Andrew Stanley, 

on loth August, 1963. 
S P E I G H T . — T o Sergeant and Mrs . C . Speight, a son, Mark Clifford, on 

13th August , 1963. 

Deaths 
P O O L E Y . — L i e u t e n a n t (Q.M.) A . H . Pooley, B.E.M., serving with 52nd 

( L ) Regiment, T . A . , in Glasgow, died suddenly on 5th August. 

D A V I S . — E x - L a n c e - C o r p o r a J Leslie James Davis, served in Royal Signals, 
1940-46. He had been in the Star and Garter Home since 1960, where 
he died on 6th August at the age of 43. 

Movements—Officers for period 15th Angust-
14th September, 190S 

Major K . E . P. Andrews 
Captain ( T . O . T . ) L . E . Adcock 
Captain B. W . P. Adams 
Lieutenant (Q.M.) K . B. BaUey .. . 
Major ( T f c Offr) H. E . Berwick 
Lieutenant B. L . Belton 
Lieutentant A . S. Cheal 

Captain ( T f c Offr) A . J. E . Cheshire 
Major ( T . O . T . ) W . Cordish 
Lieutenant J. M . Curtis 

Major (Q.M.) E . A . Carn 
Captain ( T f c Offr) V . R. Clarke . . . 
Lieutenant (Q.M.) J. Dignan 
Lieutenant A . D . Dixon 

Major J. P. Durrant 
Major L . H. Dutton .. . 

Captain ( T . O . T . ) A . C . Earl 
Lieutenant-Colonel J. E . D . Farr, 

M . B . E . 
Captain F . R. Fletcher 
Lieutenant K . G . Goulding 
Captain ( T . O . T . ) J. A . Green 
Major J. R . Gibson 
Lieutenant S. G . M . Gordon 
Captain B. C . Hodgson 
Major H . B. de M . Hunter 
Captain J. N . Hancock 
Captain ( T . O . T . ) L . F . Knight 
Lieutenant C . F . Jansen 
Major B. R. Jacob 
Captaiin C . James 
Captain J. N . Liddell 
Lieutenant-Colonel A . H . D . Llewel-

lyn 
Captain ( T . O . T . ) A . D . Martin 
Captain H . A . Morrison 
Lieutenant-Colonel V. H . Martin, M.c. 
Major D . J. Maclntyre 
Captain ( T . O . T . ) N . W . Merrifield ... 
Captain D . A . Nicol 
Captain K . H. Olds 
Major R . I. Osbourne 
Captain J. Prescott 
Major ( T . O . T . ) J. PoUard 
Major G . Proudman 
Major ( T f c Offr) J. J. Pearson 
Major P. D . Parker 
Major N . W . P. Pearce 
Lieutenant A . Rassim 

Major J. R . Rahilly 

Lieutenant R. R. Rose 
Major (Q.M.) J. J. Ryan 
Major ( T . O . T . ) W . P. J. Rumsey ... 
Lieutenant (Q.M.) J. W . Sinclair ... 
Major I. G . Swan 

Major (Local Lt .-Col .) A. T . Scott ... 
Lieutenant A . J. Sammes 
Captain R. O. B. Stibbon 
Major H . L . H . Taylor 
Captain (QJvl.) G . A . Vincent 
Lieutenant D . J. Walden 
Major P. A . Wing 

. . . T o 17th Gurkha Regiment 
. . . „ 240 Squadron (Northern Comd) 
. . . „ 236 Squadron (E. Africa) 
. . . „ i6th Regiment 
. . . „ 24th Regiment 
. . . „ 8th Regiment 
. . . „ School of Signals (to attend N o . 

54 R. Sigs Qualifying Course) 
Army Fed. of Malaya 
228 Squadron ( S H A P E ) 
i i t h Regiment (Termination 

S S C ) 
3rd Regiment 
13th Regiment 
22nd Regiment 
iJ th Regiment (for attachment to 

R A P C T r g Centre) 
3rd Regiment 
Air Formation Signal Staff, 

M E A F 
Army Fed. of Malaya 

H . Q . Radio G p , B . A . O . R . 
2nd Regiment 
261 Squadron (Air Fmn) 
H . Q . R. Signals Malta and Libya 
H . Q . 4 D i v . 
8th Regiment 
30th Regiment 
Telecommunications G p . , B A O R 
School of Infantry 
School of Signals 
I R . Irish Fus. (on transfer) 
13th Regiment 
9th Regiment 
H . Q . I I Engr G p . Signal Troop 
n t h Regiment (to retire) 

8th Regiment 
255 Squadron (Bahrein) 
Min. of Defence (JCES) 
Min. of Aviation (Elec. Insp. D p . ) 
237 Squadron ( C O M C A N ) 
Army Fed. of Malaya 
249 Squidron ( F A R E L F ) 
30th Regiment 
School of Signals 

3rd 
233 Squadron (N. Ireland Comd) 

Regiment 
227 Squadron ( A L F C E ) 
2Sth Regiment 
28th Regiment 
School of Signals (to attend No. 

54 R. Sigs Qualifying Course) 
Army Fed of Malaya (to C o m -

mand Regiment) 
4th Regiment 
n t h Regiment (to retire) 
H . Q . G O M C A N 
2nd Regiment 
58th Regiment T . A . (to Com-

mand) 
30th Regiment 
School of Signals 
7th Regiment 
H . Q . A . A . F . C . E . 
9th Regiment 
n t h Regiment 
School of Signals 

Movements — Warrant 
September, 1963 

W . O . I E . J. HoUoway 
W . O . I L D . C . Currie 
W . O . I W . H. Lockie 
W . O . I I G . 
W . O . I I G . 
W . O . I I A . 
W . O . I I R . 
W . O . I I M . 

J. Fisher 
Oakley 
A . Hudson .. . 
M . Ewens . . . 
H. Ford . . . , 

W . O . I I D . F . Langston .. . . 
W . O . I I A . E. Kneebone .. . 
W . O . I I J. Cassels 
W . O . I I D . R. Armstrong 
W . O . I I E. W e b b 
W . O . I I R. T . W h i p p .. . 
W . O . I I A . R. Standen .. . 
W . O . I I D . D . Tet low ... 
W . O . I I I. J. Rose 
Staff Sergeant F . L . Gilks 
Staff Sergeant R. Steel ... 
Staff Sergeant W . W . Easter 
Staff Sergeant W . B . Brown 
Staff Sergeant J. F . Downes 
Staff Sergeant A . Spedding 
Staff Sergeant B. W . T u n e 
A/Staff Sergeant E. Bailey 
Sergeant H. C . Stickley ... 
Sergeant C . M . Smith ... 
Sergeant W . H. Ford ... 
Sergeant D . B. Rand 
Sergeant A . B. Turner ... 
Sergeant G . J. M c K i e ... 
Sergeant G . V . Kay 
Sergeant T . D . Brabon ... 
Sergeant P. J. Lasota ... 
Sergeant E . A . Brewer ... 
Sergeant K . O. Davis ... 

Sergeant J. Maher 
Sergeant R. Geddes 
Sergeant D . Smith 
Sergeant E. E . Mourant . . . 
Sergeant D . Hadlow 
Sergeant G . M . Taylor ... 
Sergeant W . C . Yates ... 
Sergeant B. A. Broad ... 
Sergeant J. Hughes 
Sergeant A . McBeath 
Sergeant D . J. C . Grove ... 
Sergeant F . Williams 
Sergeant P. D . Hayler ... 
Sergeant M . J. Featherstone 
Sergeant A . T . Howson .. . 
Sergeant D . N . Wheeler ... 
Sergeant H . H. Dudley ... 
Sergeant E. V . Thompson 
Sergeant W . J. A . Nalsmith 
Sergeant C . W . Schofield 
Sergeant A . R. Hornby .. . 
Sergeant J. Stretton 
Sergeant R . Botham 
Sergeant J. B. Graham .. . 
Sergeant J. Clarke 

Officers and Sergeants 

T o 3rd Regiment 
,, School of Signals 
„ 18th Regiment 
„ n t h Regiment 
„ 18th Regiment 
„ 254 Squadron 

. „ 18 th Regiment 
„ 48th Regiment ( T . A . ) 
„ 206 Squadron 

, „ 42nd Regiment ( T . A . ) 
, „ 41st Regiment ( T . A . ) 

„ 2nd Regiment 
. „ 226 Squadron 
, „ 8th Regiment 
, ,, Federal Army Signal Squadron 
. „ School of Signals 

,, School of Signals 
. „ 30th Regiment 
. „ 24th Regiment 
. „ 254 Squadron 
. „ 22nd Regiment 
. ,, 244 Squadron 
. „ 57th Regiment ( T . A . ) 
. ,, 257 Squadron 
. „ 2nd Regiment 

. „ 30th Regiment 

. „ 222 Squadron 

. „ 14th Regiment 

. „ 237 Squadron 

. „ 8th Regiment 

. „ 259 Squadron 

. „ 204 Squadron 

. „ Al l Arms Junior Leaders Regt. 

. ,, Army Mech. Transport School 

. „ School of Signals 

. ,, Federal Army Signal Squadron 

. „ 208 Squadron 

. „ 24th Regiment 

. „ 204 Squadron 

. „ 50th Regiment ( T . A . ) 

. „ 30th Regiment 

. „ n t h Regiment 

. „ 239 Squadron 

. „ 240 Squadron 

. „ I St Regiment 

. „ 237 Squadron 

. „ 640 Troop 

. „ Federal Army Signal Squadron 

. „ School of Signals 

. „ 212 Squadron 

. „ 4th Regiment 

. „ I St Regiment 

. „ 28th Regiment 

. „ 219 Squadron 

. „ 24th Regiment 

. „ 63rd Regiment ( T . A . ) 

. „ 54th Regiment ( T . A . ) 

. „ School of Artillery, Larkhill 

. „ 2nd Regiment 

. 255 Squadron 

. ,, 225 Squadron 

H . Q . Tra in ing Br igade R. Signals S t a f f — J u n e 1963 

MSiMm 
r 1 , . f . - 1 - 4 - ^"v- I I 

Front row (left to right): Captain G. A . M. Holland, Major R. H. Blizard, Major 
F. T . C . Wil l iams, Major P. D. Parker, Brisadier A . C. Cox , O .B .E . , Colonel 
D. G . Jones, Major F. Parker, Captain J. Telfer, Major (Retd.) G . H. R. Flynn, 
M.B.E. Second row: Mrs. Miners, Miss Buckley, Miss Goodrick, Mrs Cr i tchley, 
W .O . I E. C . Byrne, B.E.M., Mrs. King, Miss Jackman, Mrs. Cooper, Mrs. Brewer 
Mrs. Jagger. Back row: Mrs. Moffatt, Private Howie, Mr. Gegg, Staff-Sergeant 

Ball, Signalman Whi te , Corporal Burgin, Mr. Redfern, Mr. Wallis 
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PromBtions 
(Up to ihe end of July. The amendments have been set out in the 

rank sequences as for the Blue Book). 
REGIMENTAL D U T Y ROSTER 

New Old 

T o W . O . I 

T o S Sgt. 

T o W . O . I I 

2549645 
2547286 

22776050 
22535075 
22772686 

A / W . O . I 
A / W . O . I 
Sgt. 
Sgt. 
A / S Sgt. 

Schofield, G . 
Dunlop, S. J. R . 
Williams, J. E. 
Ruddy, K . 
Neison, J. H. 

Sen. No. Sen. No. 
1180 2060 
1190 2080 
7520 4550 (0p) 
7530 1290 (Ad) 
7540 4590 (Op) 

SIGNAL CENTRE SUPERVISOR R O S T E R 
2265090 S Sgt. Johnstone, T . 1310 560 

22588513 S Sgt. Ash, T . 1320 580 
22537234 S Sgt. Coaker, R . G . 1330 660 

YEOMAN OF SIGNALS ROSTER 
T o W . O . I I 2549024 S Sgt. Aldborough, D. H. A . 620 

T o Sgt. 

T o Sgt. 

T o Sgt. 

T o S Sgt. 

OPERATING ROSTER 
23019968 A / S g t . Back, M . R . 
23676062 Cpl. 1-hillips, D . 
22771437 Cpl. Scott, M . J. 
23214031 Cpl . Toll , J. R . 
22776515 Cpl. Johnson, P. 
22048743 Cpl. Grove, D . J. C . 
23220404 Cpl. Price, R . D . 
23490376 Cpl. Wheatley, J. R . C . 

F I E L D ROSTER 
Geddes, R . 

ADMINISTRATIVE ROSTER 
Cpl. Guinan, I. C . 

A/Sgt . Walker, D . 
A/Sgt . Worrall, J. T . 
Cpl . Mays, J. G . 

I N S E R T I O N S 
REGIMENTAL D U T Y ROSTER 

10446 
10610 
10620 
10630 
10640 
10650 
10660 
10670 

300 

2840 
15430 
2440 
4604 
7890 
8650 

15190 
17390 

21005519 Cpl. 

23373654 
22515308 
23200978 
22953907 

2979614 
22008380 

2549749 
22525332 
22524990 

S Sgt. 
S Sgt. 

S Sgt. 
S Sgt. 
S Sgt. 

19830194 s Sgt. 

Youngtnan, H. 
Hayes, R. G . W . 

Fisher, B. 
Techan, E. P. 
Rayner, S. J. 

Cardinal, J. M. 

22265975 Sgt. 
F I E L D ROSTER 

Smith, D . 

D E L E T I O N S 

3710 5240 

2620 3890 
2630 4470 
2640 630 
2650 3720 

4074 4070 
4072 230 
(Sig. Cen. Spvr.) 

4284 870 (Tec) 
5204 1050 (Tec) 
5122 650 
(Sig. Cen. Spvr.) 
3320 4150 

(W.O.II R. Duty) 

444 3870 (Op) 

REGIMENTAL DU TY ROSTER 
W.O.I 760 900 
W . O . I I 2280 3000 
S Sgt. 7150 

ADMINISTRATIVE ROSTER 
Sgt. 10 1843 

OPERATING ROSTER 
Sgt. 3870 

F I E L D ROSTER 
Sgt. 1740 

KROTIIEItS M E E T AFTEIt 27 Y E A K S 
From time to time THE WIRE receives letters from older 

members of the Corps and the Association recalling nostal^cally 
incidents of twenty or even thirty years ago, often mentioning 
the name of an old comrade and friend of years ago. Invariably 
comes the poser: " I won_der where he is now." 

At least in the case of Mr. Eric J. Young, ex-Royal Signals, 
the question no longer arises. He came back to England a 
short time ago, and, as they say, " got into the papers." The 
occasion was the meeting with his brother, Lieutenant-Colonel 
C. L. H. Young (R.A.P.C.) now licensee of the Half Moon 
Hotel, Tiverton Devon. A singular occasion this, because this 
was the first time the brothers had met for 27 years, and, 
but for one day spent together at Port Said many years ago. 
the first time for 37 years. 

VAI.E M U . J. BEWSIVAP 
It is learned with regret that " J o e " Dewsnap has retired 

as Honorary Secretary, Glossop and District Royal Signals 
O.C.A., which he has managed so successfully for 18 years. 
The aimual dinners at Bakewell are famous occasions, and also 
was the sight of the hardworking committee, about midnight 
and their duties over, settling down to a bottle and a pack 
of cards for relaxation. 

Some years ago, s.peaking to the toast " The Unit," the writer 
expressed some doubt as to who was the Commanding Officer, 
Colonel J. G. Underwood, C.B.E., T.D., D.L., or " C o r p o r a l " 
Dewsnap. 

Colonel Underwood, who followed, expressed his firm 
opinion that it was Cbrporal Dewsnap. 

Mr. Dewsnap has, it is thought, seldom missed the annual 
Branch Representatives' meeting in London, where he has in-
variably handed over Glossop's most generous gift to the 
welfare work of the Association. 

The i8th Annual Dinner of Glosop and District Royal Signals 
O.C.A. is being held at the Rutland Arms, Bakewell, on Saturday, 
5th October, 1963.—Editor. 

Like Father, Like Daughter! 
Congratulations to Second-Lieutenants J. R. Barker and L . 

Stubbs, both commissioned into the W.R.A.C. at a pass-out 
parade at Hindhead on 8th August, 1963. 

Second-Lieutenant Barker is the daughter of Bripdier Norman 
Barker, late C.S.O., Scottish Command, now retired. 

Second^Lieutenant Stubbs is the daughter of Captain A. F . 
Stubbs, at present serving with the 4th Regiment in B.A.O.R. 

Both these young ladies intend to become Signal Officers, if 
possible. Second-Lieutenant Barker goes on a course to 
Catterick shortly, and we hope we shall see Second-Liautenanl 
Stubbs there as well in the not too distant future. 

Good luck to them! 

iiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiniiHiuiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiniiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiuiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiig 

Forthcoming Events I 
Royal Si|«nal.s Institution 
41st Council Meeting, 11 a.m., Duke of York's H.Q. , on ist October, 1963. 

It .E./Royal iSignals Dinner 
Catterick, on 14th November, 1963. 

fl4tii M<!eting of Corps Committee 
R.H.Q. , Cheltenham Terrace, Chelsea, S.W.3., on 29th November, 1963. 

Royal OfHccrs' Annual Reunion 
Will be held on Friday, 29th November, 1963, at the 41st Signal Regiment 
(Princess Louise's Kensington Regiment) T . A . Drill Hall, Hammersmith, 
W.6. Full details, with forms of application for tickets, will be distributed 
in due course to Regular, T . A . and A.E.R. units and individual members of 
the Dinner Q u b . Any other officer interested should apply direct to the 
Regimental Secretary at R . H . Q . , after 15th September. 

Tlie A rmy Ar t Society 
T h e Society, which exists to encourage art in the Army and sister Services, 
is holding its 32nd Exhibition from 30th September until n t h October, 
1963, at T h e Chenil Galleries, King 's Road, Chelsea. Al l ranks of the 
Army, Royal Navy and Royad Air Force, past and present, permanent or 
temporary, may submit works for consideration. T h e Society is an 
entirely unofficial organisation, and for several years very luccessful 
exhibitions have been held in London each autumn. Service artists can 
derive more interest from their hobby by aiming at submitting works for 
the exhibitions, which also gives them an opportunity to compare their 
standard and style with others. As the S o c i e ^ is non- profit making, the 
entrance and hanging fees are kept as low as possible. Intending exhibitor! 
arc invited to apply for particulars to: T h e Honorary Secretary, T h -
Army Art Society, W . A . Arnold, 4, West Drive Gardens, Harrow Weald, 
Middlesex. T h e Patron of the Society is H . R . H . Princess Marina, Duchess 
of Kent, and the Chairman, Field Marshal Sir Claude Auchinleck. 

Royal Signals Institution I.cctures, 1003 
Tuesday, 24th September, " Joint Commtmications," Major-General A . M . 
W . Whistler, C.B., C.B.E., 6 p.m.. North Hall, Training Brigade, Royal 
Signals, Catterick Camp, Yorks. 

Thursday, 26th September, " T h e Royal Canadian Signals," Major J. G . 
Berry, C.D., B.sc., Royal Canadian Signal Corps, 6 p.m., at Marble Hall, 
Northumberland House, W.C.2 . 

Tuesday, 26th November, " ProcuBenjent of Signal E q u ^ m e n t , " Major-
General R. 1. Moberly, C.B., O.B.B., 6 p.m., at North Hall, T r a i n i i g Brigade, 
Royal Signals, Catterick Camp, Yorks. 

El Alamein Reunion 
This year the El Alamein Reunion is to be held at the Empress Hall on 
25th October. H . M . T h e Queen Mother will be the guest of honour. 

51st Highland Division Reunion 
Of interest to serving and ex-Service members will be what is believed to 
be the first-ever reunion on a Divisional basis, which is being held by 
51st Highland Division, in Perth, on Saturday, 5th October, this year. 
All who served with the Division at any time will be very welcome. 
T h e Reunion will see the finals of the Divisional C u p , competed for in 
such things as football, cookery, military obstacle race, signal competition, 
tug-of-war, piping, etc., etc., and the Royal Corps of S i s a l s Motor Cycle 
Team will also be present to give their demonstration. T h e day's 
proceedings, out of doors, will close with Retreat by the massed Pipes 
and Drums of the Division with, w e hope, over three hundred on 
parade. Each Regiment and Corps will have its own tent, with its 
own displays, visitors' book and meeting place . . . and a bar. Members 
of the Corps who wish to be present should write to the Adjutant, 51 (H) 
Signal Regiment, T . A . , Fonthill T . A . C . , Aberdeen, for fuller paruculars. 
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Left to right: W.O. l l (R.Q.M.S.) G. E. Parfitt, C.S.M.I. F. Sankey, 
Sergeant R. F. Abery, W.O. l l (S.S.M.) G. E. Appleyard 

S C H O O L OF S I G N A L S 

On Saturday, 27th July, two days after a successfully com-
pleted Administrative Inspection, the School held a Regimental 
Parade, commanded by Lieutenant-Colonel T . G . Chambers, 
M.C., at which the Commandant, Brigadier A . F . McGiU, O.B.E., 
took the salute and presented Long Service and Good Conduct 
Medals to W . O II (R.Q,M.S.) G . E. Parfitt, C.S.M.I . F. Sankey, 
A.P.T.C. , W . O . l l G . E. Appleyard (C.S.M. of " H . Q . " 
Squadron) and Sergeant R. F. Abery (Radio Technician In-
structor). R Q.M.S. Parfitt is shortly to leave on promotion 
to W.O.I (R.S.M.) and we wish him luck in his new appoint-
ment. — 

C.S .M.I . Sankey is also leaving on posting to the Infantry 
Brigade Depot at Strensall. He has completely identified him-
self with the School while he has been here and has been 
deservedly popular with all ranks. , 

In the afternoon of the same day we played the Officers 
versus Warrant Officers and Sergeants cricket match. Both 
teams were very representative of the two Messes and we saw 
some attractive play, albeit taken a little more seriously than 
usual. Just on the boundary Lieutenant-Colonel Maunsell, the 
Senior Instructor in Tactics, was justifying his appointment with 
chalk and a blackboard explaining the niceties of the game to 
a group of United States, French, Norwegian and German 
officers, who were here on a N.A.T .O. Signal Officers' Course. 
Questions and answers were as entertaining as the cricket itself. 

T h e sun shone all day and we all enjoyed Catterick at its best. 

FORTHCX>MING EVENTS (continued) 

R O Y A L S I G N A L S B A N D E N G A G E M E N T S 
T o n r l n g B a n d 

2ist September 
29th September-6th October ... 

Eastbourne 
Eastbourne 

Quicks i lver P r o g r a m m e , 1963 
r8th-22nd September Edinburgh Display 
25th-28th September Aberdeen 
I St - 3rd October Dundee 
5th - 8th October Perth 

nth-16 th October Glasgow 

R o y a l Signals Golfing Society F ixtures , 1963 
2ist September Staff College, at Camberley Heath 
25th September Ironsides, at Hankley Common 
26th and 27th September ... September Autumn Meeting at 

Hankley Common 

M o t o r Cycle D i sp l ay T e a m 
19th Sept Thames Show at ' ^ a m e , Oxon. 
2ist Sept. Toe H Show at Tillicoultry. 

Emp i r e F ie ld of R e m e m b r a n c e 
The Empire Field of Remembrance will be opened at noon 
on 7th November at Westminster Abbey, and will remain open 
f rom 9 a .m. to 6 p .m. until 11th November . Royal Signals 

Plot is N o . 203, as in former years. 

S I G N A L W I N G , R O Y A L M I L I T A R Y A C A D E M Y , 
S A N D H U R S T 

One should not describe time spent here at Sandhurst as 
hectic but could use the expression " T ime was spent fully 
occupied!" Indeed, life is very fuU here. There are the normal 
instructional commitments plus instruction to C.C.F. Cadets, 
A.C.F. Cadets, pre-Staff College, and the host of other jobs that 
" Signals " are always being asked to perform. 

We have sent various Instructors off on courses: 
S.Q.M.S. V . DeClancy on his Staff Sergeants' Part I and II 

Course during the early months of the year; Sergeant B. Styles 
and W . O . l l D. Wood on the Drill Course at Pirbright; Sergeant 
Breese on a Parachute Course and Staff Sergeant R. Simmons, 
B.E.M., is at present on a Parachute Course. Sergeant R. Breese 
is now in North Africa with an expedition from the Academy. 

All Instructors spent an enjoyable and interesting day with 
the Royal Marines S i ^ a l Wing at Eastney, Portsmouth, in May. 
Our own Royal Marine Sergeant Instructor, Sergeant (S) D. 
Hague, was visibly dehghted to be back with his Soldier/Sailor 
comrades. It was interesting to note that although we were 
visiting a different service, the basics of communications were 
the same and with the same aim, to be T H R O U G H . Three of 
our Instructors, W . O . l l E. Summers, Staff Sergeant R. 
Simmons, B.E.M., and Sergeant C. Speight visited Catterick in 
June and spent two very interesting days visiting units and 
studying methods of instruction and training aids in use. 

Summer camp was held in Germany during July with the 
Wing being rej^jesented by the Chief Instructor, Major W . G . 
Neilson, Y . of S. P. Brovra, Sergeants B. Symonds, L . Waums-
ley, C. Speight, D . Newell and R. Breese. It will be appreciated 
widiout saying that communications worked like a charm imder 
such supervision. 

During the period of camp we were able to keep an excellent 
link open from Sandhurst (53 set) to Camp Control ( D i i with 
2nd Regiment detachment) and to 2nd Regiment. 

On the social side we have been active, providing P.A. for 
all Academy events such as Sailing Club ball, mess diimers, 
cocktail parties, etc. T h e Sergeants' Mess June ball was again 
a great success, with the usual comments by all who attended, 
" T h e best June ball yet." A t the Commandant's flower show 
and garden party in July we managed two side-shows. A 
children's lugky dip run by Staff Sergeant R. Simmons, B.E.M., 
was a great success, and a balloon race run by W . O . l l E. 
Summers and Sergeant B. Styles was a great attraction and very 
profitable. T h e winning ticket, which was found by a Royal 
Signals Officer at Ainse in France, caused many comments. 

Seventeen members and wives attended the annual dinner 
held by the Aldershot Branch of the Association in May. 
What a wonderful evening we had. T h e conversation ranged 
from heliograph and flags, through the hey-day of the cable 
wagon to transistors and guided weapons. 

W e have said goodbye to Staff Sergeant V. DeClancy, on his 
way now to Cyprus, to Sergeant B. Symonds, who is attending 
a course training to be a pilot in the Army Air Corps, and to 
Major J. A . H. K . Findlater, all who left us at the end of the 
term. W e wish them and their families good luck and happy 
soldiering in their future units. We extend a welcome to Major 
R. G . Jones and to Staff Sergeant K . Mason, and wish them 
a successful tour at the Academy. Our congratulations to 
W . O . l l D. Wood on his promotion. We will miss him and Mrs. 
Wood when they leave us for Germany in October. 

W e invited the Royal Signals Officers on the Staff College 
Course to our last Saturday party in the Sergeants' Mess and 
met with them a United States Army Signal Corps Officer, 
Captain A. Hendricks, and a Royal Australian Corps of Signals 
Officer, Major R. R. Adams. We introduced them, in no mean 
fashion, to the Sergeants' Mess. 

T o finish we would like to offer our congratulations to Major 
J. M . W . Badcock, M.B.E.. Royal Signals, on his Company 
winning the Sovereign's Company Competition. T o tiiose 
readers who do not know what " T h e Sovereign's C o m p a n y " 
means at Sandhurst, you should ask someone who has been 
through Sandhurst. Y o u will then understand how proud we 
all are that a Royal Signals Officer is the Company Commander. 

And finally we give a pat on the back to ourselves for winning 
the Inter-Departmental Cricket Competition. 

More next term. 

tHave you placed a standing order for a copy of 
"The Wire"? 

Why not do so now? 
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Vale 
B R I G A D I E R E. J . C . H A R R I S O N , O.R.E. 

Brigadier E. J. C. Harrison was first commissioned from the 
Royal Military Academy on 29th January, 1930, and now, thirty-
three years later, he retires from the active ranks of the Corps 
he has served so loyally. 

James Harrison has had a distinguished Army career—per-
haps because he was one of those not altogether common 
personalities who could be described as both a good staff 
officer and a good regimental soldier. 

Like so many of his young contemporaries, he soon found 
himself on his way to India in the early 1930's, and it was 
there that he received the practical grounding in his profession, 
which service in India probably provided better than anywhere 
else., 

From 1932 until the outbreak of war, he served with a 
number of units of the Indian Signal Corps. He will be 
particularly remembered as a very successful Adjutant of Waziri-
stan District Signals, where he built up a reputation for 
efficiency combinSi with charm of manner and an understanding 
of human beings. It was during these years that the many 
facets of his character began to develop, and he showed himself 
to be a good all-rounder—^not least in the world of sport, where 
he excelled at hockey. 

However, it was during the war that he fully emerged as a 
leader of men and a first-class s i^al officer, and his period of 
command of the 5lh Indian Divisional Signals was probably of 
particular significance in his career. A senior officer who knew 
him well in India and under whom he served in action, 
described him as " self-effacing, completely reliable, capable, 
and always cheerful." 

" James Harrison," he goes on to say, " was one of those few 
C.O.s who would ask his C.S.O. if there was any way he could 
help him outside his normal duties. He was a most successful 
C.O. of a Divisional Signals in the Arakan and Burma, and he 
did a very fine show when the 7th Indian Division was cut off, 
by scraping up wireless detachments and generally helping in 
every possible way to implement the very strained Corps signal 
set-up during this period of grave emergency." 

The C.O. of the 7th Indian Divisional S i s a l s indeed has 
cause to remember James Harrison with gratitude for all his 

support and encouragement when that Division was surrounded 
and signals were strained to the limit in the fierce Japanese 
offensive. Not least of those memories was that of a bottle of 
whisky (almost unobtainable) and a cheerful note which arrived 
from James Harrison when, after nearly three weary weeks, 
the siege of the 7th Indian Divisional Adm. Box was broken 
by the advancing troops of the 5th Indian Division. 

An officer, however, is often best judged by those who served 
under him, and what follows comes from one who knew him 
weU. 

" For two and-a-half years he commanded 5th Indian 
Divisional Signals (1942-^)—in retreat over the desert, in de-
fence in the Alamein Line, in training outside Baghdad and 
in Eastern India, while surrounded by the Japanese amid 
paddy-fields and jungle-covered ranges, and during an advance 
hampered by monsoon and mud. His ability and leadership 
produced and maintained a team which withstood the 
challenges and deprivations of battle and sickness and, at the 
same time, met all the operational requirements of that out-
standing general, the late Sir Harold Briggs, in a manner which 
rightly earned him the O.B.E." 

"James Harrison looked what he was: a gentleman and an 
efficient commander. Little escaped his scrutiny in signal 
office, wireless station or orderly room tent; and frequent in-
formal visits not only kept men on their best efforts to match 
up to the high standard he set, but also enabled him to keep 
his shrewd, understanding finger on the pulse of every section 
and to know that Infantry and Gunner commanders were 
satisfied. He stood up for Signals against anyone who tried to 
interfere or to dictate impossibilities, and won their respect. He 
encouraged initiative in his officers and gave them support. He 
did not fuss or flap, but worked with speed and cool precision. 
Though his displeasure could be daunting, he was just, and 
knew how and when to praise generously, taking a personal 
interest in the well-being and achievements of those under his 
command." 

" Those who thought he looked bleak were relieved to find 
how readily his expression creased into a genuinely friendly 
smile, his pipe was lit, and his laughter rang out. When time 
allowed, he played a sound game of hockey, watched birds, 
read widely, and enjoyed exploring excavations at places like 
Ur and Babylon." 

James Harrison said goodbye to his beloved 5th Indian 
Divisional Signals in 1944 and went for a spell to command 
the Signal Training Centre at Mhow in India. 

In 1946 he at last departed from the India which had done 
so much to shape his military career, and returned to serve in 
the U.K. He attended, and passed. Staff College, and then 
followed a period of staff appointments, culminating in the im-
portant and very exacting appointment (as only James knows) 
of A.A.G., H.Q., Singapore District. 

1952 found him once again commanding a Divisional Signal 
Regiment—this time the 2nd—with his usual flair, and from 
there he went on to the important appointment of Commandant 
of the Signals Wing at the School of Infantry. 

However, it was in his last two appointments that James 
Harrison will be particularly remembered in the post-war era. 
As Chairman of the B.J.C.E.B., his clear thought, his tact and his 
general ability while conducting the affairs of that important 
inter-Service committee won him universal respect and admira-
tion. From there he went to B.A.O.R. as C.S.O.—the final 
culmination of an outstanding career. Here he was notable as 
a person of very considerable calmness who was never put 
out of his stride by a changing situation or an unexpected 
development. This calmness was an outward manifestation of 
forethought and clear thinking, which gave rise to logical con-
clusions. Along with these attributes was a very full considera-
tion of the human aspect and his delightful characteristic of 
always seeing the best in people. He will be long rememtoed 
as a very successful C.S.O. 

Now we reluctantly say goodbye to James Harrison in his 
active role, but we all sincerely hope we shall see much of him 
during his retirement. Nor must we overlook his charming wife. 
Sheila, who has supported him loyally over the years, and 
whose kindness and hospitality has been experienced by so 
many of the Corps. 

Perhaps James Harrison can best be summed up in the words 
of an old friends of his who, when he heard that he was re-
tiring, said " The Corps loses a very fine officer, but I feel 
certain that he has inspired many younger men with the voca-
tion of a lifetime of service to Royal Signals." 

No officer could serve his Corps better than this. 
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Junior Leaders Regiment 
Graduation Parade 

AT last a really fine sunny Devon for the Graduation 
Parade, at which the salute was taken by the Signal Officer-

in-Chief, Major-General F. J. Swainson, o.B.E. 
T o give Che uninformed some idea of the variety of the day's 

activities, apart from a first-class parade, the programme in-
cluded: Presentation of prizes; display by Regimental Pipes, 
Scottish Dancers and Regimental Gymnastic Club; parents' 
tea; display of physical training by Junior Leaders who recently 
took part in the Bath Tattoo; Regimental Corps of Drums 
beat Retreat; concert in the Globe Cinema and a dance in the 
gymnasiimi. 

T h e S.O.-in-C., in his address, said that the sky is the 
limit for you in the Army today. The only limiting factor is 
yourself. 

T h e Graduation Ceremony was watched by about i,ooo 
parents and friends, many of whom had been accommodated 
in the Unit the previous night. T h e parade formed up under 
17-year-old Junior R.S.M. R. Hails, of Newcastle-on-Tyne. It 
was commanded by Major W. J. Clapp, the Second-in-Com-
mand. 

Colonel Holifield, in his report on the term's activities, said 
that the largest event had been the running of the T e n Tors 
Expedition; over 1,600 had taken part, and more than 1,000 
completed the course. T h e 45 Junior Leaders who had taken 
part in the Nijmegan Marches, from i9th-27th July, had done 
very well. All of them had completed the loo-mile trek. 

Major Prize Awards 
Cobb Memorial Trophy and Shield 

Awarded to Iron Troop 
Collected by J/Sergeant Reid 

7th Signal Regiment Shield 
Awarded to Francisca Troop 
Col leaed by J/Sergeant Emmott 

Signal Officer-in-Chief's Junior Trophy 
Awarded to Kukri Troop 
Collected by J/Sergeant Wathen 

Signal Officer-in-Chiefs Senior Trophy 
Awarded to White Spear Troop 
Collected by J/Sergeant Ellison 

T h e Bengal Tiger 
Awarded to Montgomery Squadron 
Collected by J/Sergeant Nicholls 

Commonwealth Division Trophy 
Awarded to White Spear Troop 
Collected by J/Corporal Goffett 

The Long—Junior Signalman Enoch, Jerboa Troop and The Short-
Junior Signalman Drake, White Spear Troop 

Gregory Pennant 
Awarded to Moos Patrol, Iron Troop 
Collected by J/Corporal Turner 

Commanding Officer's Trophy 
Awarded to J/R.S.M. Hails 
Collected by J/R.S.M. Hails 

{Continued on page 525) 

The S.O.-in-C. taking the Salute 
Presentation of the Long Service and Good Conduct Medal to 

W.O.I I Wombwell, the R.Q.M.S. 
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I N inialUblt tipstei 
named Mose 

Said, "Watch how new 
Maxwell Hoase goes. 

It's the favonrit« bet 
For the best coffee yet. 
And it's certain to win by a nose." ' 

u 

Mr. Peek and Mr. Frean have been on 

overseas service since 1857. You'll find 

them in service canteens and Naafis 

throughout the world. 

? e e k F r e a n 
^ ^ ^ M a k e r s o f F a m o ^ ^ 
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BOOTH'S 

HIGH& DRY 

Both made f r o m 100% grain spir it ; both distilled in the City. 
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PARK DRIVE 
"Like them? 

Of course 
we like them!" 

W e like the Genuine Taste o f the good tobacco. 

W e like the price and we hke the value. 

Y o u can't ask more o f a cigarette. Y o u should try them. 

PARK DRIVE 13̂ 5 FOR TWENTY 

Also TIPPED at 2/10 FOR TWENTY 

MINGED BEEF 
W I T H ONION AND GRAVY 

B E E F A N D O N I O N P A T T I E S 
1 X 1 6 o z . c a n T Y N E B R A N D 
M I N C E D B E E F W I T H O N I O N , 
6 rounds of bread (approx. 
1 " thick and 3 " in dia-
meter). T r i m rounds of bread 
and cut a circle from the 
centre of each. Fry rounds 
of bread in hot fat (370 deg. 
F.) until golden brown. Drain 
well and fill with MINCED 
B E E F W I T H O N I O N . S e r v e h o t 
with vegetables. 

TYNE BRAND 
/t's a Fine Brand 

T Y N E B R A N D P R O D U C T S L I M I T E D • N O R T H S H I E L D S 

If you're looking for a really good rum 
this is the label on the bottle... 

- INCORPORATED M A Y I 6 7 O -

HUDSON'S BAY 
JAMAICA RUM 

E D I N B U R G H 
PRODUCE OF JAMAICA 

...the bottle is in the NAAFI 
and you know where the NAAFI is! 
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Commandant, Training Brigade, Trophy 

Awarded to J/S.S.M. Tivenan 
Collected by J/S.S.M. Tivenan 

Jun'cr Award 

Awarded to J/Signalman Wells 
Col leaed by J/Signalman Wells 

Graduation List —August 1963 

Junior Leaders Regiment, Royal Signals 

Name Training 
Regiment 

Pre-selected 
Trade Troop 

M. D. Farmer 
D . L . Gethin 
R. PriesUey 
R. F. Ward 

224 Sqn 
24th 

8th 
224 Sqn 

Special Op 
Telegraph Op 
Lineman 
Special Op 

Romulus 

R. T . Bate 
M . A. G. Beesley 
R. Fisher 
R. G. Joy 
P. G. Root 
A. J. Trenchard 
R. W. F. Wathen 

8th 
24th 

8th 
8th 
8th 
8th 
8th 

Radip Relay Man 
Telegraph Op 
Technician 
Technician 
Radio Relay Man 
Lineman 
Lineman 

Kukri 

s> 

M. A. Brown 
M . S. Butchers 
J. D. Button 
M. T . Gue 
K . A. Harding 
D . Jones 
D. G. Lawrence 

24th 
24th 
24th 

224 Sqn 
24th 
24th 
24th 

Radio Op 
Telegraph Op 
Comcen Op 
Special Op 
Comcen Op 
Comcen Op 
Radio Op 

Quadrant 

R. Elliott 
J. L . M. Hall 
R. McDonaugh 
K . Murphy 
C. Weeks 

24th 
24th 

8th 
8th 

224 Sqn 

Telegraph Op 
Comcen 
Radio Relay Man 
Radio Relay Man 
Special Op 

Beaufighter 

C. H. Birchall 
D . Hadrick 
M . R. Harmston 
J. W. Reid 
J. White 
R. D . Wright 

24th 
8th 

24th 
24th 
24th 
24th 

Telegraph Op 
Technician 
Radio Op 
Telegraph Op 
Telegraph Op 
Comcen 

Iron 
» 

R. Bryant 
J. W. D . Buckman 
D. Cross 
R. A. B. Gregory 
D. A . Kelly 
P. Morritt 
J. T . Nichols 
E. Simpson 
A. E. Turner 

24th 
24th 
24th 
24th 
24th 

8th 
8th 
8th 

24th 

Staff Op 
Radio Op 
Telegraph Op 
Telegraph Op 
Electrician Driver 
Technician 
Technician 
Technician 
Comcen 

Jerboa 

D . I. Gilchrist 
P. J. Mepham 
K . E. Russell 
F. M . Taylor 

24th 
24th 
24th 

8th 

Telegraph Op 
Comcen Op 
Comcen Op 
Technician 

Francisca 

» 

M . R. Andrews 
W. G. Dalgleish 
D . M. Gonsales 
G. C . P. Moloney 
M. M. Raybould 
D . D. Smith 
M. A. Spring 
M . J. Tivenan 
B. W. White 

8th 
8th 

24th 
24th 

8th 
224 Sqn 

24 th 
24th 
24 th 

Lineman 
Lineman 
Radio Op 
Staff Op 
Lineman 
Special Op 
Clerk Technical 
Telegraph Op 
Radio Op 

Javelin 

» 

» 

M . R. Douglas 
R. C. Elliott 
E. W. Hall 
G. A. Mitchell 
C . C . Smith 
J. S. Walker 

24th 
24th 
24th 
24th 

8th 
24th 

Comcen Op 
Comcen Op 
Radio Op 
Comcen Op 
Radio Relay Man 
Comcen Op 

White Spear 

M 

R. A . Burman 
J. W. Groves 
R. Hails 
J. M. Lawlor 
C . A. Metcalf 
J. W. Thomasson 
P. W. Wicks 

8th 
224 Sqn 

24th 
24th 
24th 
24th 
24th 

Technician 
Special Op 
Comcen Op 
Clerk Technical 
Clerk Technical 
Telegraph Op 
Comcen 

White Swan 

3> 

M. C . Anstey 
M . R. Clafton 
A . P. Jepson 
R. W. Jones 
D . V. Murray 

8th 
24th 

8th 
8th 

224th 

Lineman 
Telegraph Op 
Radio Relay Man 
Lineman 
Special Op 

Kohima 

J. Hodge 
M . Lally 

24th 
24th 

Radio Op 
Telegraph O p 

Lion 
» 
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Ii0ht 
honeycomb 

Phone 

DAY 

3369 

Phone 

NIGHT 

2070 
Sales and Service 

WEST END GARAGE 
21-23 VICTORIA ROAD 

RICHMOND 

YORKSHIRE 

24 Hour Break-down Service 

AH Types of Cars Serviced and 
Overhauled 

Coach Work and Respraying 

Estimates given Free 

B.M.C. AUSTIN R.A.C. 
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Army 

Apprentice 

School 

Harrogate 

The ten apprentice tradesmen selected for the Army team in the Inter service Athletic Championship 

Back Row : A/T Swann, A/T White, A/T Escott, A/T Baynes, A/T R.S.M. Gardener. 

Front Row : A/T McKeitch, A/T Fenge, A/T Sgt. Randall, A/T Harris, A/T C.S.M. Smurthwaite. 

T h e outstanding feature of this term was the way in which 
it ended—in a blaze of glory for Graduation Day. T h e 
weather was perfect and the parade and exhibitions were held 
in an atmosphere of real summer, so rare for Harrogate. 

Major-Genera l Sir Wil l iam Scott, K.C.M.G., C.B., C.B.E., the 
Master of Signals was the Reviewing Officer, and expressed his 
appreciation of the high standard of drill and turnout of the 
Senior Squadron passing out. We were very honoured to have 
him present and pleased that he had time to look around the 
Trade and Hobbies Exhibition during the afternoon. 

Of the 67 apprentices who have graduated this term, only 
17 have been posted to U . K . , the remainder are spread the 
world over, almost equally between Far East, the Middle East 
and B.A.O.R. We wish them all the best in their futures with 
Royal Signals. 

Tlie following were the prizewinners for the summer term: 

Gradua t i on l>siy 
Army Commander's Prize (For All-Round Excellence).—A/T 

R.S.M. D . G . W. Gardiner. 
Signal Officer-in-Chief's Award (Best All-Round Tradesman of 

the T e r m ) . — A / T Corporal R. Dell. 
Colonel Commandant's Award (Best All-Round Soldier/Trades-

man of the T e r m ) . — A / T C.S.M. M. Scott. 
Major The Earl Wavell, M.C., Memorial Award (For Outstand-

ing Efforts in Adventure Training during the past year) and 
The Duke of Edinburgh Gold Award.—A/T R.S.M. D. G . 
W . Gardiner. 

Commandant's Silver Bugle (Overall Best Bugler of the Year 
in the School Corps of D r u m s ) . — A / T I. H. Machell. 

Prizes Awarded by The Royal Signals Corps Committee 
T o Apprentice Tradesmen who have made best use of their 
opportunities at the School.— 

A / T L / C p l . B. J. Lloyd 
A / T B. Lisle 

Line Technician ... 
Telegraph Technician 
Radio Technician ... 
Radio Relay Technician 
Telegraph Operator 

Trade Prizes 
9 T H T E R M 
Line Technician ... 
Telegraph Technician 

A / T P. H. Davis 
A / T R. C. K . Baynes 
A / T J. Adam 

A / T C.S.M. M. Scott 
A / T Sergeant H. E. Connor 

Radio Technician 
Radio Relay Teclmician ... 
Telegraph Operator 
5 T H T E R M 

Telegraph Operator 
3RD TERM (Basics) 

Signal Technician (Best 
A / T of the Term) ... 

S i ^ a l Technician (Most 
improved A / T ) 

Signal Technician 
(Engineering Drawing) ... 

Education Prizes 
3RD T E R M T E C H N I C I A N S 
3RD TERM (Basics) 

English 
Mathematics 
Science 
Al l Round Effort 

A / T Corporal R. Dell 
A / T Sergeant W . Lawson 
A / T R. M . H e m 

A / T L / C p l . P. A. Findell 

A / T C. J. Brill 

A / T J. Rogers 

A / T H. T . Wallace 

A / T B. A. Parkin 
A / T R. Walpole 
A / T D. J. Finder 
A / T C. J. Brill 

3RD TERM TELEGRAPH OPERATORS ( A l l r o u n d effort) 

First Prize A / T G. Yearsley 
Second.Prize A / T R. C . Corrie 

The Borough of Harrogate Prize 
The Borough of Harrogate Prize for the best essay on Local 

Government was presented by His Worship the Mayor of 
Harrogate. The resolutions made by the Council of the 
Borough of Harrogate relating to this prize were twofold: 
" (i) W H E R E A S the Council of the Borough of Harrogate at 
a special meeting in the Royal Hall, Harrogate, on 3rd May, 
1956, by resolution formally adopted the Army Apprentices 
School at Harrogate and agreed by such adoption to stand in 
loco parentis to the personnel thereof. 

A N D (2), W H E R E A S by resolution of the Council of the 
Borough of Harrogate, date 29th April, 1957, it was agreed that 
the Council should provide a Certificate and a prize of Five 
Pounds to the Army Apprentice who should write the best essay 
on local government following the lectures given to Apprentices 
by the Chief Officers of the Council, the Mayor to present 
the prize and certificate at the School's Graduation Ceremony." 

The Borough of Harrogate Prize for the Best Essay on Local 
Government was won b y : A / T C.S.M. S. M. ICtson. 
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T h e Master of Signals presented Long Service and Good 
Conduct Medals to Staff Sergeant R. Hunter (Royal Signals) 
and Sergeant D . T . Lewis (Royal Warwickshire Fusiliers). 
The Army Arts and Crafts Exhibition 

T h e Permanent Staff of the School, for the second year 
running, won the Challenge Shield for the best unit entry. 
Army Junior Drama and Music Festival (Best Individual Actor): 

A / T J. Chambers. 
Champion Company Cup 

Won by Penney House. 

Inter -Serv ice Athletics 
Sporting achievements this term have been many, but most 

of these were listed in our previous issue. Our athletes, however, 
went on to even greater heights. Since winning the Quad-
rangular Games against Arborfield, Chepstow and Carlisle, and 
following our successes in the Army Boys Individual Champion-
ships, ten of them were invited to join the Army Team for the 
junior Inter-Services Championships. These championships 
were held at H.M.S. Victory, Portsmouth. The resuk of this 
meeting was a win for the Army with 129 points, of which 
35 were contributed by our Apprentices. Some of the results 
were: — 

Pole Vault.—ist, A / T Fenge, l i f t , (new record); 2nd, A / T 
White, loft. 9in. (broke previous record). 

880 Yards.—ist, A / T Baynes, 2min. 2.7sec. (new record. 
Steeplechase.—2nd A / T Lance-Corporal Escott, 4min. 42sec.; 

6th, A / T R.S.M. Gardiner. 
220 Yards.—5th, A / T Lance-Corporal Harris. 
120 Yards Hurdles.—ist, A / T Swann, i6-.6sec.; 5th, A / T 

Sergeant Randall. 
4 X no Yards Relay.—Two of our team represented the Army 

in this event A / T s Smurthwaite and Harris, in which 
the Army took second place. 

A / T s Baynes, Escott, Randall and Gardiner are all leaving 
us this term and we hope they will continue their athletic 
careers in their new units—we shall certainly be watching THE 
WIRE for reports of them. 

On the Permanent Staff side we have this term had some 
success with tennis. Our team of Lieutenant-Colonel P. H . 
Brown, Major E. Woods (R.A.P.C.), Captain J. Roberts, 
Captain A. Clarke (R.A.M.C.), Lieutenant Gowland (R.A.E.C.) 
and W.O.II Edge were winners of the Northern Command 
Knock-out Competition and Lieutenant-Colonel P. H. Brown 
and Major Woods were also winners of the N O R C O Inter-
Units Pairs.—^Well done, the old-timers! 

The tennis club also runs a mixed team in the local league, 
as well as holding a club evening once a week. This is very 
popular with the wdves, and we have no difficulty in getting 
teams; on the contrary, sometimes too many want to play, 
giving the Officer-in-Charge Tennis, Captain Roberts, the 
awkward task of selecting teams. 

I s t I I E G I M E I V T 
B .F .P .O . 32 

July was for most people a busy, busy month with exercises 
each week and a lot of other activities to fill in the gaps. 

T h e Exercises included two " Cygnets," " Dial Z e r o " and 
" National Hunt," and by the end of the last one most of us 
had a pretty fair idea of how the Regiment should fimction. 
T h e linemen are always under the disadvantage, in peace con-
ditions, of having to reel in all the cable they have laid, and 
this probably means that they are harder worked than most 
of the others. " National H u n t " was mared by an accident on 
the return journey, when a large German civilian trailer shied 
into our Signals Command vehicle and Corporal Charley 
Smethurst was quite seriously injured, breaking both legs. 
Latest reports are that he is making a good recovery, but it will 
be s e v e r i weeks before he will be fit again. In the meantime 
we take this opportimity of wishing him well and hope to see 
him aroimd Verden again before very long. 

A t the beginning of the month our B isky team returned and 
although they did not emerge as champions they did very well. 
Most notable were Captain H. B. S. MacMorran, who came 
69th in the Army Hundred, and Corporal Hughes, who was 
champion rifle shot at the Royal Signals Rifle Meeting. 

T w o events during the month helped to further Anglo-
German relations. On 6th July the annual Verden old people's 
oiiting was held and volunteers from the unit provided some 30 
seats in their cars to carry some of the d d folk to their 
festivities. T h e second occasion was the Anglo-German Sports 
Meeting, held in the Stadium on 21st July, when an athletics 
team from the ist Division competed against a German team, 
and a soccer match concluded the day. T h e Gennans won 
both events and our finest contribution was Corporal Lyon in 
goal, who played a brilliant game. 

In sailing, our No. i crew. Major I. M. Rose, with Corporals 
Robinson and Walker, came second in the ist Division passage 
race in the Baltic. 

7 t l i R E G I M K N T 

T h e last five weeks have been quite busy ones for 7th Regi-
ment—we have held our annual fete, had a visit from the S O. 
in C., taken part in a major exercise and run the Morrison Cup 
Athletics, all of which might be described as major regimental 
activities. In between, while we have provided a guinea-pig 
team for the trial of a new and more arduous type of P.E. test, 
sent a team to Nijmegen and taken part successfully in the 
athletics. As a result of all this activity, the ulcer-rate is, 
surprisingly, no higher and time seems to have flown by. 

Our Nijmegen marchers went off again this year and com-
pleted the stiff course without a single person falling out—no 
doubt due to the encouragement of C.S.M.I. Carpenter or the 
fact the Regimental Sergeant Major was waiting at the finish 
to take names—or both. Once again they were rewarded with 
a Team Award. 

Whilst the marchers were marching, the athletes were putting 
up a great performance in the Morrison Cup competition. T h e 
middle and long distance runners in particular have every reason 
to feel pleased with themselves; they trained hard and ran hard 
and thoroughly deserved their success. We were lucky to have 
had Sergeant Moore and Lieutenant Thompson recently posted 
in to strengthen our field events side—the latter arrived one 
afternoon and was immediately whisked off to the sports store 
and had a discus thrust into one hand and a shot into the other 
in order to practice for the competition the very next day. We 
have at last a hurdler of real promise in Lance-Corporal Black, 
who clocked an unofficial 16.5 seconds in his first season over 
the full height hurdles. Congratulations indeed to Corporal 
Escott who, while away on a B.I. lineman's course, managed 
to come fourth in the Army Individual Mile event—a feat which 
must not be belittled by saying that it was not altogether 
surprising to anyone who knows this runner's enthusiasm and 
ability. 

Canoeing is a sport which has been thriving under Lieutenant 
Bums; we now have seven canoes and gained second place in 
the B.A.O.R. team race. Lance-Corporal Hughes with Signalman 
Morris and Second-Lieutenant Knox-Johnston wilJi Corporal 
Ashworth were the crews. 

7 t h R E G I M E N T 
AUNUAL FETE—"KNOCK MS BLOCK ORF" 

W.O. I (R.S.M.) J. J. Gerrard, B.E.M. This was a highlight of the 
Fete which was reported in August 
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La Vie Francaise 

L e W I R E 
fait an visite chei 

Royal Signals 
en 

France 

Moulin Rouge, Place Blanche, Paris. 
[Photograph Courtesy SHAPE Pictorial Section 

DEAR EDITOR 

YO U asked us in April for a piece for THE WIRE on Corps 
activities in France—to be with you by 8th August at 

the latest. In view of the date, perhaps you could make some-
thing out of the notes which I am scribbling on the back of 
this envelope. Sorry about the c h a m p a ^ e stains. 

As we see it, the first requirement is to persuade WIRE 
subscribers to read the article. No mean feat in this age of 
television! W e thought that you might consider substituting 
the enclosed photograph of a nude for the " J i m m y " which 
you usually have on the front cover; this ought to catch 
people's interest. Failing this, we suggest you slap LA VIE 
FRANCAISE in large print at the top of the appropriate page 
and follow up with the picture of the Signalman with the 
chorus girl in front of a typical Paris night club (" chatting her 
up," I think they say nowadays). 

1th August. 1963 
Y o u can't really play down the night life theme, when telling 

people at home about our life in France—all of our friends and 
relations know perfectly well that we spend three-quarters of 
our time drinking and ogling girls in shady clip joints in 
the Montmartre. When they visit us and we tell them that 
actually we haven't been to Paris for nine months, but if they 
will provide a map and pay the bill, we might risk it with 
them, they give us one of those infuriating knowing grins. M y 
father gave me a frank talk before I left home on the dangers 
of Paris and " those women." Mind you, after reading recent 
issues of the News of the World from cover to cover, we in 

[Photograph courtesy SHAPE Pictorial section 

"Oh what a beautiful morning." Corporal Harry Salt getting 
that April in Paris feeling 

[Photograph Courtesy SHAPE Pictorial Section 

"OK . Arsenal v. Aston Villa a draw." Lieutenant A . Barker is 
actually discussing a point of procedure (N.A.T .O. wise) with his 

international supervisors 
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Lance-Corporal David Williams adjusts his wing mirror before 
setting out to do battle with the Paris traffic 

France tend to give the same sort of advice to sons and 
daughters returning to the United Kingdom. 

In case the message isn't clear, we really don't live a very 
riotous social life, and some of us have been here for years 
and never been to Paris. But we do know it's there. 

Having captured the reader's eye, we think the next thing 
is to allay his suspicions that this is some sort of " Steeple 
Bumstead Signal Squadron " fiction. How many readers realise 
that there is a sizeable portion of the peacetime Corps stationed 
permanently in France in the shape of two Signal Squadrons 
(227 and 228) and a whole bevy of assorted staff officers and 
clerks? This happy band has probably contributed less words 
per head to THE WIRE over the years than their counterparts 
in any other theatre. 

T h e aim of the article should, we suppose, be to direct a little 
light into this lesser-known corner of the British Army World. 
We can, at the same time, mention a lot of names, doubtless 
bringing joy to relations and friends all over the world; no one 

[Photograph Courtesy SHAPE Pictorial Section 

"Vite. Je veux me raser." Captain J. D. Cathcart, O.I .C. S.H.A.P.E. 
Radio Detachment directs French soldiers of his command in the 

placing of a generator 

[photograph by Courtesy SHAPE Pictorial Section 

"Say! Who woulda thought that just one little kick could fix i t . " 
Master Sergeant Harry Parks U.S.A. acknowledges the technical 

supremacy of Captain Cathcart and Royal Signals lore 

in France ever has time to write letters. No doubt readers 
would like to know something about our life in France, 
organisation and social activities. Everything in France hinges 
round the domestic, and to this effect we attach a letter giving 
a wife's eye view of the whole thing. 

A secondary aim, of course, is to make sure that you don't 
bother us for another ten years. 

One has to begin by explaining that there is nowhere else 
quite like France. Opinion differs sharply as to whether it is 
the best of all postings, or the worst, or both; it rather depends 
on whether you are asked as you are climbing out of a dented 
car or contentedly sipping an aperitif in a boulevard cafe; 
wrestling with prehistoric plumbing in the winter or basking in 
your riverside garden on a summer's day; eating a superlative 
meal in beautiful surroundings or paying the bill at the end. 
But few think it dull. Read on . . . 

Our military life centres around Versailles, location of the 
Supreme Headquarters Allied Powers in Europe (SHAPE). 
Here we find the Supreme Allied Commander in Europe 
( S A C E U R ) and an immense staff who direct N A T O ' s military 
effort in Europe. Royal Signals representation on the staff is 
surprisingly limited to only two officers; however, this is com-
pensated for by the major part played by 228 Squadron in the 
provision of communications. A t Fontainebleau are situated 
the Headquarters of Allied Forces Central Europe ( A F C E N T ) , 
Allied Air Forces Central Europe ( A I R C E N T ) , and Allied Land 
Forces Central Europe ( L A N D C E N T ) ; between them con-
trolling the N A T O forces in the Central Region, which effectively 
is the German Front. (Don't ask us what they are doing 40 
miles from Paris). The Central Region Headquarters employ 
a much larger number of Royal Signals officers and clerks, and 
227 Squadron assists in their signal support, although in part 
located at Soissons. T h e senior Royal S i s a l s Officer in France, 
at present Colonel Pat Williams, earns his bread and butter as 
Deputy C.S.O., L A N D C E N T . 

We could go on reeling off the initials, but feel that this is 
quite enough for beginners. Incidentally, the administrative 
headquarters for British Troops in France is none other than 
H.Q., Eastern Command. This may not seem entirely logical, 
but it gives Eastern Command Staff officers a marvellous excuse 
for travel, and their experience in doing a similar duty for 
British Guiana no doubt stands them in good stead. 

T h e essential difference between working for N A T O , after 
the British Army, is the international flavour: at S H A P E we 
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"Let's hope it floats this time." Major McDevitt and three of 
the S.H.A.P.E. sailing club launching one of their yachts at Meulun 

find 14 different nations represented (Iceland isn't) and at 
Fontainebleau eight. T h e language problem is not so thorny 
as might be expected, thanks to the Anglo-Saxon refusal to 
recognise the existence of other tongues: the French get their 
own back on the domestic front. Officially, there are two 
N A T O languages, French and English; documents and confer-
ences are in both. Most conferences have a fascinating facility 
called simultaneous translation, whereby one can put on ear-
phones and switch to a running interpretation of what is being 
said. There is a standing joke about the well-educated English-
man who switches to French to understand what the Americans 
are saying. 

We have our budgetary problems in N A T O , just like anyone 
else, but the scale is rather different. Planning communications 
for a million men is something out of the ordinary for the 
present-day Royal Signals officer. The two Squadrons are both 
organised on British establishments (complete with F F C ) , but 
operate with N A T O funded equipment. This can be dis-
illusioning; even " Uncle Sam " runs to using 1940 teleprinters 
in 1963. 

T h e international bias touches social life as well, and we 
find ourselves celebrating Bastille Day, der Deutschen Einheit, 
and the Fourth of July with the same gusto as August Bank 
Holiday. Perhaps we ought to explain that we don't all take all 
everyone's else's holidays; there is an agreed list of universal 
holidays, and then each nation opts for three of its own. This 
system has disadvantages, and this must be one of the few 
places where the British don't have a holiday on Boxing Day. 

Domestic life is dealt with separately. I doubt whether the 
simple rule running of a home is quite so complicated anywhere 
else in the world. Our wives are distraught with their house-
keeping and maintenance problems, to say nothing of their 
anxiety about their figures in the face of French food. Funnily 
enough, they seem to like it. 

Cars are difficult. Y o u have to have one; the French public 
transport services are somewhat limited (one 'bus a week to 
my village) and liable to frequent interruptions by strikes. 
C ^ t s are prohibitive, reliable servicing unobtainable and a 
simple drive contains more perils than a safari in the Amazon 
jungle. It does sharpen up your reflexes though, and generally 
one, can make much faster progress than in U . K . This latter 
is particularly true of progress in Paris as compared with 
London, except for Sunday evenings in the summer, when 
three million Parisiens return en bloc to Paris after a country 
week-end. 

A t S H A P E , 228 Squadron can claim to be truly international. 
Working under a U.S. boss and side-by-side with Germans, 
French and Americans, they provide integrated communications 
for S H A P E in peace and war. Only their administration is 
national and even this depends in many respects on international 
support. In the Commcenter (note the spelling) Major Bert 

Sawyer and W.O.I Kennedy respectively senior officer and 
N.C.O., successfully co-ordinate the efforts of an inter-
national tape relay centre and signals message service. 

228 is problably the only unit in the vrorld to boast 
a pub next door to the Squadron Office. " T h e S H A P E 
Arms," built by the Squadron on a self-help basis, has a most 
authentic atmosphere and provides an all ranks' social centre 
which plays an important part in maintaining esprit de Corps 
when families are so scattered. As the Squadron has 25 
W.R.A.C. on strength, wives are unlikely to feel out of place 
in the pub. 

T h e sporting life o f the Squadron is also quite unique. T h e 
major competition is an inter-SHAPE tournament for the 
Saceur trophy. T h e events include basketball, volley ball, soft-
ball, bowling and tennis in addition to the more usual athletics, 
cross-country, soccer and small bore shooting. Despite the 
exotic make-up of the programme, the Squadron (with the help 
of other British troops attached for the competition) always 
contrives to be in the first three. Sergeant Ainge (also a crack-
shot and regular member of the S H A P E rugger and cricket 
team) is one of the best ten-pin bowlers in the area. Perhaps 
the most notable feat recently was that of Sergeant Gillespie aad 
Corporal Salt in winning their class in an international 24-hour 
canoeing event, when their previous experience was limited to 
a short course just before the event. 

T h e Squadron plays a leading role in the rurming of the 
S H A P E Sailing Club. This Q u b has three boats at Meulun, 
and is largely kept going by the enthusiasm and hard work of 
members of liie Squadron, led by the O.C., Major Charles 
McDevitt . A compliment was received recently in the form 
of selection of the Squadron barrack block to compete as the 
British representative in the S H A P E competition for the best 
barrack block. This compliment was accepted with mixed 
feelings by those who had to wield the spades and paint 
brushes. 

As a final word on 228, readers who read the latest James 
Bond novel, " For Your Eyes Only," may have noticed the 
untimely demise of a D.R., obviously from the Squadron, on 
page two. This has mystified everyone, as the Squadron has 
no D.R.s on strength. Possible Ian Fleming cannot imderstand 
F.F.C.S either. 

Royal Signals representation on the Fontainebleau Staffs is 
mainly in Landcent, but Afcent and the Joint Communication 
Agency (J.C.A.) also have a strong contingent. T h e J.C.A. is 
an xmique experiment in that it combines all the signals facilities 
available to the three separate H.Q.s and joindy provides them 
with communications. 

227 Squadron is part of the J.C.A. T h e Squadron was until 
recently largely located at Fontainebleau, but following the 
establishment on ist January, 1963, of the J.C.A., it is being 
transferred to a Signal Centre in a remote part <rf the Aisne 
department near Soissons. T h e shroud of complete secrecy 
with which O.C. 227 Squadron presently covers the actual 

[Photograph Courtesy SHAPE Pictorial Section 

"Ne Quittez pas" (don't hang up). Lance-Corporal Erridge 
W.R .A .C . operating on the S.H.A.P.E. switchboard 
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distribution of his Squadron between Soissons and Fontaine-
bleau would delight M.I.5. As a rule of thumb, it nvay be 
assumed that the larger part is, at any given moment, at liie 
opposite end to the enquirer. At any rate, the substantial 
shadow of Major Mike Sinclair dashes backward and forward 
in his red Mini and despite the 90 miles distance always gives 
the impression that he is at both ends. 

T h e Squadron consists mainly of operators and technicians 
and at Soissons works in an entirely Franco-British atmosphere, 
with soldiers of both nations working together. (Apparently 
oblivious of the outcome of the Common Market negotiations). 
T h e O.C. claims to be C.-in-C., British Troops, Northern 
France; a claim which is given substance by the number of 
memorial services which he and his Squadron attend in an 
area where the map reads like the battle honours of a famous 
regiment. T h e sacrifice of so much British blood has not been 
forgotten and this must be the most pro-British part of a 
country which is generally not pro anyone. T h e local papers 
pour lavish praise on the turnout and bearing of the British 227 
detachments at these ceremonies and there is no doubt that in 
this part of the world the name of the Corps stands in the 
highest repute. Call in at Soissons and see. 

T h e good relation between the local population and the 
Squadron were tmderlined at the Bal D'Ete organised by the 
Squadron in Soissons. Over 300 people of both nations 
attended and the newspaper voted it the most successful ball 
held in Soissons for many years. Full marks to Major Charles 
Weech, Staff Sergeant Smith and the other members of the 
organising committee. 

Domestic life is difficult and accommodation so scarce that 
families are scattered over an area of 180 square miles, which 
makes a car a must. Everything is expensive and the Squadron 
has to operate its own school (B.F.E.S. staff of one). Once again 
the friendliness of the locals makes life bearable. 

T h e sports field provides a good meeting place for French 
and British. T h e Squadron football team (with Corporal Mick 
Blythe, Corporal Mick Cooper and Sergeant T h o r b u m out-
standing) has won several local cups since the move to Soissons 
staned. Lance-Corporal George Bennett having represented 
U . K . in the Tour de I'Avenir, the junior half of the famous 
Tour de France cycle race, this year rode for Soissons in 
French colours. He was lying 38th, leading British rider in 
fact, only three days from the end, but then imfortunately had 
to drop out following a bout of food poisoning. Corporal 
" Ginger " Peadon broke the Afcent record with a javelin throw 
of 180 feet recendy, but had to be content with second place. 

Craftsman " Chippy " Watson plays for Soissons' civil Rugby 
team and although injured at the time of the visit of the all-
conquering Fontainebleau Services' Rugby team, cheered to 
such effect that his side defeated the British 9-5, ending a run 
of nine consecutive wins. Opposition hooker. Major Norman 
Butler, said that it was the battered top hat and the missing 

Colonel and Mrs. Williams entertain the S.O. in C and Mrs. 
Swainson at the Lido Night Club 

front teeth that did it. A t any rate. Major Sinclair hopes to 
run his own team on occasion next season in addition to pro-
viding more reinforcements for the Soissons civilian dub. 
(Sergeant Ray Copeland, Corporal " S l i m " Grocott and 
Corporal Stan Hargreaves all played for Fontainebleau before 
moving down to Soissons). 

In July, the Signal Officer-in-Chief paid an informal visit to 
France and visited all three areas described above. With his 
permission, we are forwarding a picture of the General ,and 
Mrs. Swanson at the Lido Night Club. W e do this not to 
prove that we do after all spend all our time in high living, 
but because w e want to make a change from the usual guards 
of honour and inspections. Needless to say the Signal Officer-
in-Chief saw just as much soldiering and signalling as he does 
in any other Aeatre. 

I hope that these notes have helped paint a p iaure of our 
life here. It is, as you see, quite unusual. If we have hit the 
right note you will retain an impression of international 
co-operation, different organisations, difficult but fascinating 
domestic life, and a lot of fun. 

Yours aye, 

A SOLDIER OF THE FOREIGN LEGION. 

The picture at the beginning of this article is by courtesy of 
the management of the Eden-Embassy Night Club, 40, Rue 
Fontain, and of one of the young ladies who adorn that estab-
lishment. It is hoped that a further short article and pictures 
will be available for the October number. 

From: Mme. Suivante des Camps 

AS my husband arrived, in the blizzard, at the porch of our 
house on Whinny HiU, he shouted, " We're off ! " 

— " Snow shoes or bikinis? " 
— " Fontainebleau." 
Which is how it all started. . . . 
Visions of Paris in Spring ! Actually Fontainebleau is as far 

away from Paris as Brighton is from London, and life is 
(unfortunately) not a succession of shopping expeditions, 
sipping aperetifs on the boulevardes, intimate dinners and strip-
tease. 

There is, nevertheless, a tremendous amount of fun to be 
found here provided you bring with you a great sense of 
humour, a good thick skin and ithe ability to give as good as 
you take. 

H i e first shock for the family is that there are no quarters 
for about i | years; not very encouraging for those on a two-
year tour. T h e quarter when you get it, will be in a flat in a 
seven storey block in Fontainebleau with no storage space, no 
garage, no privacy and, of course, no silence, but you will save 
money and can walk to work. So—^wbat to do about housing 
for a year or so? T h e general form is that those in residence 
try to keep places warm for newcomers and we find accommoda-
tions up to a radius of 10 miles from Fontainebleau in little 
towns, villages, country houses, coach houses, garrets—any-
thing. Usually the rents are h i ^ and facilities limited. 

A furnished French house, in line with the French national 
character, wiU only provide the bare essentials to eat, drink 
and sleep. In other words there are no carpets, curtains, bed 
linen, cooker or frigidaire. These you have to buy from your 
predecessor or from sales by those leaving the area. 

Electric wiring in most houses is individual and eccentric. In 
my house, if there is more than the frigidaire and one " g a d g e t " 
plugged in at the same time, the main fuse blows (piano wires) 
or the plug begins to melt. T h e other week the village in 
which we live was changed from 110 to 220 volt supply. One 
thought with glee that this meant rewiring, new points in all 
rooms and peaceful fuse boxes. W e were doomed to dis-
appointment, for, with true Gaelic providence, they brought 
220 volts to the front door, gave us a transformer, which hums 
day and night just inside the door, leaving us vidth n o volts, 
melting plugs and fusing lights as of yore. 

T h e plumbing is even worse, but fortunately our landlord is 
the village plumber. 

For sewage, go back 300 years. And finally, two last tips, 
do not attempt any redecoration outside the house, as you will 
have improved the property taxation-wise, and two, do not 
forget to take out an insurance against the Insurance Company 
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employed by your landlord against fire risk, because nobody 
believes anybody else. 

D o not be depressed by any of this—^life is fun here. There 
are good local allowances, plenty of cheap bread, cheese and 
wine, and siunmer is long. Paris is terrific and do not miss the 
Lido—the best visible indication that there is nothing much 
wrong with the human physique. D o not forget that drug 
addicts are catered for too, in that the hard stuff is 12/6 a 
bottle and cigarettes a shilling for 20. 

For holidays in Europe, as you can imagine, one is well placed 
to move in any direction—Belgium, Holland, Spain, Switzer-
land, Italy. France herself is a wonderful country to explore, 
a la caravan or cheap hotel (follow the Michdin Guide), with 
names like the Rhone, Brittany, Cote d'Azur, the Loire Valley 
to conjure with. 

Sports and hobbies abound—^painting, cathedrals, chateaux, 
antiques, copper, fishing and, of course, eating and drinking. 

D o not worry if you cannot speak French—you will soon get 
by. 

I say farewell by letting you know that we have just had 
lunch in the garden—^sunbathing—^a cold chicken and salad, 
strawberries from the garden, a piece of Brie from the market 
and a glass of red vino for twopence. 

Bon chance mes amies. 

A Wife's Eyeview of 

B .A .O .R , 
Contributed by Itosoinarie I lodgc, wi fe of 
I j ince -Corpora l Hodge of 13th Regiment. 

SPRECHEN Sie Deutsch} . . . If you do not, it is just as 
well to try and learn, if only the odd word. For my 

first week in B.A.O.R. I was astonished to find so many roads 
leading to Umleitung; I thought at first it must surely be an 
extremely popular resort—then some kind soul enlightened me. 
(Umleitung is, of course, German for diversion of traffic, etc.). 
My next big blunder in cormection with the language barrier 
was to imagine I was doing quite well where shopping was 
concerned. Daily, and without fail, I bought bread. Un-
fortunately, I made the foolish mistake of buying it from the 
same shop. If you have only a very limited supply of the 
language to play about with, it is always as well to vary your 
shop. I did not, and my daily mumblings of " Halbes Weissbrot, 
bine—nicht siiss " were very soon taken for granted. This was 
perfectly in order as far as I was concerned until the day came 
when, for a change, I did not require the " half loaf of un-
sweetened bread." Instead I wanted cakes. Unfortunately, 
the appearance of my face at the shop door, immediately con-
jured up in the mind of the ever obliging shop assistant—the 
bread. I got it, without so much as muttering a word, and 
without protest I took it—and paid for it—and came away 
without my cakes! There was very little else I could do, 
because I had not the vaguest idea how to argue in "deutsch." 

Secondly, and with a good deal of memorising, I learned how 
to ask for eggs (Eier), and incidently one buys them in fives 
and not in half dozens as I soon found out (this, of course, is 
because of the metric system on the Continent). The first 
time I asked for sechs Eier, bine, I had some very strange looks 
thrown in my direction. Notwithstanding, I got the sechs Eier 
(mad English!). Very soon my flat was well stocked with 
bread and eggs, much to my husband's astonishment. I do 
not think he had ever seen the forementioned articles of food 
in such abundance in his life before, save in the appropriate 
shops of sale. 

As a Lance-Corporal's wife, money had to be carefully 
budgeted, and with the new currency I found in my possession, 
this became a harrassing business, for the first few weeks at any 
rate. I could not help thinking of one Deutsche Mark as being 
the equivalent to an English shilling, when in point of fact it 
is almost double that amount (roughly translated, its equivalent 
value is one shilling and ninepence). 

Singularly the money went, and with a speed to astonish an 
habitual spendthrift (which I pride myself as not being as a 
general rule). 

The flat we had in a small village near here cost us DM50 
(£4/15/- approximately) per week, plus gas and electricity NOT 
included in it. I would like to add here that the Army paid 
a very generous allowance towards this rent. The private 

accommodation out here in the country is not particularly good 
and the prices asked are rather high. But we put up with this 
in order to be able to enjoy family life, with a quarter in 
prospect. Our flat was over the local butcher's shop. For the 
five months I lived there I became, by choice, a vegetarian. 
After meeting my Sunday roast being led in for slaughter one 
fateful Monday, I could not face beef again! Meat, by way of 
comment, is expensive to buy in Germany. 

My small son attends a " B.F.E.S." school, an admirable 
establishment, and equal to his old, or any other Council school 
in the U.K. He is seven, and I understand is progressing 
favourably, in spite of the change of schools. A disadvantage 
here is that he has to travel so far to get there, and he suffers 
acutely from motion sickness. In order to catch the school 
'bus, he leaves the house at 8.20 a.m., and does not return home 
until 4 p.m. He is gradually becoming accustomed to this 
lengthy day, but for very small children, beginning school for 
the first time, it is a tall order. A similar snag arises for the 
older children attending school at Rheindahlen, but their day 
is regrettably longer. 

The N A A F I shops, as always, are well equipped with all 
ranges and makes of commodities, though the smaller shops 
deal mainly in food and toilet requisites. 

We are now comfortably settled in a well-equipped married 
quarter, luxurious by any standards. We have central heating 
throughout, a refrigerator and all possible kitchen gadgets to 
make life a joy. 

For our part we are lucky, inasmuch that our married quarter 
is situated in the camp, and near both N A A F I and cinema, 
but for some married quarter dwellers, life is not so simple. 
Their houses are a good three miles away (might even be a 
little more), and their picture-going is somewhat restricted— 
one needs some form of entertainment, television, being in 
German and Dutch with an occasional Western ^nd American 
cartoon thrown in for good measure (hardly wortli hiring a set 
under those conditions though some families here do have them). 

English newspapers and periodicals can be bought daily and 
are perfectly up-to-date. 

It goes without saying that transport, as always, is generously 
provided to your own particular church. 

A N A A F I van calls at the " off camp " married quarters quite 
regularly and a regular Tuesday and Friday 'bus service is 
provided, free of charge, for families to visit the large N A A F I 
shop at R.A.F. Wildenrath. This is a blessing for both married 
quarter " patches." 

We have on this camp an admirable "Wives ' Club," which 
organises many and varied outings; only a few weeks ago they 
were fortunate in being able to visit a N A A F I warehouse. 

One really needs a car over here to enjoy to the full the 
countryside. But cars, in my opinion, are not much cheaper 
than in the U.K.—^with the odd exception. A couple of firms 
have reduced their prices to as little as £384/10/- for Service 
personnel only. But alas—deposits are high, too high for us 
I fear, and I do not fancy taking a chance with a secondhand 
car out here—not unless, of course, someone is giving one away 
—and then I might consider it! 

In conclusion there is a saying that when one goes to the 
Far East, one as often as not returns with either a camphor-wood 
chest or a new baby (I came back from there with neither 
"article"). The saying for B.A.O.R. should be, if it has not 
already been thought of, " o n e comes back from Germany 
with either a car or a new baby!" 

I am wondering which it will be our luck to get! 

ROYAL SIGNALS BAND 

GRAMOPHONE RECORD 
Side 1 is devoted to music for Ceremonial 

Parades. 
Side 2 contains music for guest nights and 

other occasions. 

It is available, cash with order, from Royal 
Signals Association : 

Price — by post 30/-
counter sale ... 27/-
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11th n E G I M E X T ( D E P O T ) 

Shooting. It has been said in the past that the British 
soldier cannot do anything without a cup of tea, and to some 
extent this is true. Tea breaks or, in this case substitute coffee 
for tea, are a great help in making major decisions. 

It was at one of these breaks that two or three officers 
decided that, as the Depot Regiment, we should have a shooting 
team; not just " any old team," but a good one. And so, in 
mid-April this year, we embarked upon our task. 

Our Infantry Officer, Captain G. R. Barnett, 3 East Anglian, 
accepted the dubious honour of team captain (non-firing) and 
soon found that it takes a major piece of staff organisation 
in order to get all the team in the right place at the right time. 
After some threats to the team members, and grey hairs for 
the team captain, we managed to get in four practices before 
our first competition. T h e Northern Command Rifle Meeting. 
During these practices we succeeded in picking an L . M . G . 
team and training them. 

At last the day arrived and the team assembled, on time, 
at Bellerby Ranges, our " home from home." As the meeting 
got under way, we began to realise that perhaps we had got 
a promising team after all. We finished the meeting in third 
place, being only just beaten by two infantry teams present. 
Our biggest achievement was winning the S .M.G. Cup. It was 
also at this meeting that Corporal Wade showed that by 
coming second in the S .M.G. individual, he was destined for 
higher honours. 

We had now arrived at our moment of decision—should we 
go on to the Corps Meeting at Bulford and the A.R.A. Meeting 
at Bisley? T h e Colonel was approached and his immediate 
enthusiasm gave us our answer. That step having been taken, 
training once again got under way. T h e team had to be 
re-shaped, and we decided that we would take a minimum of 
six people to Bulford and four to Bisley. 

When we arrived at Bulford, we found to our horror that 
all four commands had entered teams. Several of us didn't 
realise that this was an annual occurance, and the team captain 
nearly placed " o n e large foot in it." W e decided that the 
added competition would do us good and that the six men would 
show what they were made of. As a result of this, we finished 
the meeting in third place again. This time we were beaten 
by the Northern and Southern Command teams. W e did, 
however, have some individual successes. Sergeant Daniels won 
the individual S .M.G.; Corporal Wade was runner-up in the 
pistol, and he and Lieutenant Maynard finished well up in the 
overall championship. 

The successes of Bulford swelled our confidence, and after 
a pleasant three days. Lieutenant Maynard, Staff Sergeant Hill, 
Sergeant Daniels and Corporal Wade, plus the team captain 
(still non-firing) took the road for Bisley. On the Sunday even-
ing Lieutenant-Colonel Walsh, Captain of Corps Shooting, 
announced that the Royal Signals Rifle Association Bisley 
Trophy would be awarded to the champion Signals team in the 
Roupell, Whitehead and Parachute Cups. Here was our big 
chance because, as many will know, the A.R.A. Meeting is 
held for unit teams only. T h e two weeks started well, and 
Corporal Wade finished well up in the S .M.G. X X X , and 
in the Parachute Cup our team was seventh in the Minor Units. 
Naturally, of course, this gave us a very good start in the 
Bisley Trophy Competition. As time went on the shooting 
improved; all four members of the team won their Royal Signals 
tie for reaching the second stage of the rifle championship, 
and the Bisley Trophy was ours. 

I think it was a fitting end to our season to have Corporal 
Wade chosen to represent the Corps in the Methuen match 
and also to practice with the Army S.M.G. team, as well as 
finishing in the Army Hundred. 

Would you like to play Polo? 
If you are very fit and would like to play Polo, which has 

been described as the " King of Games," ask to be posted to 
259 Squadron ( C O M C A N ) where a Royal Signals team has 
already had a go for the Inniskilling Cup. If you can already 
ride a horse and like ball games you will be able to play after 
a month or two. If you cannot ride we will teach you. T h e 
cost is well within the reach of a Private soldier here in Cyprus. 

Royal Signals personnel in the following trades are acceptable: 
E Technicians, L Technicians, Training Technicians, R Tech-
nicians (R. Relay), R Technicians (hy). Clerks Technicians, 
Comcen Operators, Drivers, Linemen, Staff Operators, Train-
ing Operators, Field Signalmen. 

I l t h REGIMENT (DEPOT) SHOOTING TEAM 
W.O.I I G. Mercer, Lieutenant F. R. Maynard, Staff Sergeant A. R. HIM 
Corporal R. Wade, Captain G. Barnett, 3 E. Anglian (Team Captain), 

Sergeant D. R. Daniels 

Royal Signals Amateur Radio Society 

T h e Headquarters station, o^rat ing under the callsign 
G B 3 R C S , was on the air continuously for 60 hours over 
Princess Royal Day and Old Comrades weekend. 

Despite poor conditions, particularly at night, 157 contacts were 
made with stations in 28 countries. These included Royal 
Signals stations in Cyprus, Germany and the U.K. , Royal 
Canadian Signals stations at Ellesmere Island in the Arctic and 
with the U.N. Forces in the Gaza strip, the U.S. Army Signal 
Corps and Swedish Army Signals. 

Within the U . K . several T . A . and A.E.R. Signal Regiments 
were worked as were a large number of past members of the 
Corps. One of the latter claimed to have operated an amateur 
radio station in Catterick in 1935. 

One result of the weekend's activity was that a number of 
weak points in the H.Q. set-up became apparent and a vast 
amount of work is under way to improve matters. 

TTie small nucleus of operators at Catterick were most grate-
ful for the assistance of amateurs from A.A.S. Harrogate and 
240 Squadron in manning the station. 

A number of members from 8th Regiment recently erected a 
new aerial for Roy Scott, a very keen Short Wave Listener who 
is a spastic patient at St. Cuthbert's Hospital, near Darlington. 
Roy had written to ask for assistance as his listening was often 
spoilt by electrical equipment in the hospital. A 200 foot end 
fed wire to a tree in the grounds has improved the signal/noise 
ratio considerably and a letter of thanks has been received from 
the Radio Amateur Invalid and Bedfast Club of which Roy is a 
member. 

The Society's A . G . M . was held at the War Office on 30th July. 
A reorganisation of secretarial duties has taken place with a 
Headquarters Secretary on the staff of the Director of Tele-
communications at War Office and a Field Secretary at the H.Q. 
station at Catterick. This gives the Society a permanent home 
address through which all correspondence can be chaimeUed: — 
Royal Signals Amateur Radio Society, 8th Signal Regiment, 
Catterick Camp, Yorks. 
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SWIMMING TEAM, 13th REGIMENT 
Corporal Griffith, Corporal Forde, Signalman Davey, Major Baker 
(Manager), Sergeant Olink, Corporal Stanton, Sergeant Payne. 
Private Lewis, Lance-Corporal Lennon. Craftsnnan Weaver, 
Lance-Corporal Alton, Corporal Kitson, Corporal Pope. Absent: 
Craftsman J. Percival (R.E.M.E.), W.O. I l McNaughton, Signalman 

Ku ester 

13 th R E G I M E N T 
B .F .P .O . 4 0 

Swimming. T h e Regimental team, once again, pulled off the 
Rhine Area Inter-Unit Championships. This was a decisive 
victory, all events being won except one in which we took 
second place. 

In the B.A.O R. Championships at Sennelager we won two 
events and finished a very creditable third. Congratulations go 
to all team members, particularly team captain. Sergeant Payne, 
and O.C. R.E.M.E. Workshops pressed into the team when 
one of his craftsmen was unavoidably detained in the Guard 
Room. 

•Lance-Corporal Aiton, loo meters butterfly. Signalman Davey, 
I GO metres butterfly, and Craftsman Weaver, 200 metres free-
style, all entered the individual championships and Lance-
Corporal Aiton swam extremely well to take the title in his 
event. Lance-Corporal Aiton and Private Lewis were chosen 
to represent B.A.O.R./R.A.F. Germany. 

In the Morrison Cup, too, we could not match the all-round 
strength of 7th Regiment, but after a disastrous start the team 
showed its true ability in the latter events, and we were just 
able to edge into second place above 21st Regiment. 

Altogether 33 members of the Regiment competed in the 
team, and they are all congratulated on their performances, 
particularly Sergeant E. Hamilton and Sergeant Millar, A.P.T.C. , 
for their work in training the team and their individual 
performances. 

Cricket. The cricket team has managed to win the Rhine 
Area Championship which just eluded us last year. 

T h e first match against Army Group Transport Column was 
very one sided, the Column being out for 42, Corporal "Riomson 
taking 5 wickets for 17 runs, and we were able to knock off 
the runs for the loss of one wicket. 

T h e second round was against 21st Regiment who batted 
first and scored 100 runs, Captain Ramsey taking 5 wickets for 
25 runs. Signalman Walkins batted very well for 21st Regiment 
and they were unlucky not to make a larger total. Hostile 
opening bowling by Corporal Harrison and Corporal Cosshall 
put our first four batsmen into the pavilion with only 37 runs 
on the board, but forceful batting by Staff Sergeant Bray and 
Sergeant Baker saw the remaining runs knocked off. 

T h e Rhine Area Final was against 28th Regiment who won 
the toss and put us into bat. As in the previous round our 
higher order batsmen did not score many runs and 5 wickets 
were down for 66 runs, of which Corporal Thomson had scored 
27, Major Peter Tidey having taken four catches behind the 
stumps. However, Staff Sergeant Bowers and the indefatigable 
Sergeant Baker got their heads down and took the score to 143 
without further loss at the end of our 35 overs, Staff Sergeant 
Bowers making 52 not out. 28th Regiment did not start con-
fidently against the bowling of Captain Ramsey and Corporal 
Thomson and they soon lost 5 wickets. T h e arrival of C.S.M.I. 
Issett to join Corporal Palmer soon changed the picture and 
with the score 89 for 5 the match seemed to be slipping out 

of our grasp. Corporal Thomson then bowled Issett and with 
Sergeant Nicholson getting quick wickets the score slipped to 
95—9. 28th Regiment's last wicket pair put up a determined 
resistance but could only take the score to 113. Sergeant 
Nicholson finished with 5 wickets for 23 runs. 

Special mention should be made of Corporal Thomson who 
has already taken 99 wickets in Regimental and B.A.O.R. 
matches. 

14 th K E G I M E N T 
A War Office C8 Inspection of the establishment has over-

shadowed most activities this month. It is fascinating to watch 
them at work and to observe the charming way in which they 
tear the whole structure to shreads—fascinating that is for 
those who are not to be " chopped." Most of us will still be 
around I gather. 

An enthusiastic party of twenty Royal Signals and W.R.A.C. 
Officer/Cadets from Oxford University O.T .C . spent a day 
with the Regiment during their annual camp. We would like 
to see more of them if they can be persuaded. 

TTie generosity of the Nuffield Trust is frequently taken too 
much for granted. It is quite amazing the amount of invaluable 
welfare and sports equipment the average unit has acquired 
over the years. Major items hwe include two minibuses and 
a motor launch, and smaller items (amongst which are hair 
dryers for the W . R . A . C . ! ) are too numerous to mention. T h e 
latest acquisition at 3 Squadron is a second fibre-glass " Moon-
raker " canoe. 

Lance-Corporal Leigh and Corporal Tinker, members of 3 Squadron 
Canoe Club, with the new "Nuffield Trust" Moonraker glass fibre 

canoe 

l l l th KEGIMEIVT 
504 S Q U A D n O N ( C O M W E L ) 

G.P.O. , S I N G A P O R E 
They came from New Zealand and Australia too, 
They flew from U.K. , still looking blue, 
Arriving here they asked " What's the score ? " 
T o be told you're a member of the " strange 504." 

This was the beginning of 504 Squadron (Comwel), formed 
on I St May, 1963, to carry out Commonwealth communications 
for the largest S E A T O Exercise to be held yet—^Exerdse 
" Dhanarajata," in Thai land—" the rice bowl of the East." 
T h e Squadron was formed with detachments from i8th Regi-
ment, 237 Squadron ( C O M C A N ) , 249 Squadron ( F A R E L F ) 
(18-1-237 + 249 = 504) and reinforcements flown from U . K . with 
detachments from 213 Squadron and 640 Troop from 30 
Regiment. This made up the U . K . portion or " Br i ts" ; the 
next largest slice was the Kiwi element, commanded by Captain 
R. Routledge, Royal N e w Zealand Signals (this slice one can 
only say, must have included much of the cream from the cake, 
being both fruity and smooth). Next followed operators from 
Royal Australian Signals and Royal Australian Air Force 
Signals, admittedly only a few, but by all accounts the right 
balance for the number of Kiwi's, this completed the com-
municators' bill. However, this did not complete the Squadron 
and various spices and nuts were added to tihe cake from 
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Captain R. Rutledge supervises off loading 

R.Q.I.H., R.A., K.O.Y.L.I . , and A.C.C. (most expertly added 
by the latter), this essential administrative element allowed the 
communicators to work their shifts, hence " Strange 504." 

" A " and " C " Troops moved in their vehicles by the 
L.S.T.s Empire Gannet and Empire Kitty wake, a calm but fluid 
trip internally as well as externally to the docks at Bangkok. 
Here all vehicles were off-loaded by crane before the troops 
split for deployment. " A " Troop drove to their Exercise 
location at Lopburi, approximately 80 miles north of Bangkok, 
having cleared the network of Bangkok road and klongs (inland 
waterways) in record time behind a very helpful and enthusiastic 
Thai police ^ t r o l . Their route was via Don Muangwang Noi 
and Saraburi, mostly on the new dual highway, but certam 
portions are still " packed d u s t " and hence slow going because 
of ruts. 

Meanwhile " C " Troop loaded their vehicle on to rail flats 
for their journey to Ubon, close to the Laotion border. This 
loading was accomplished in record time, despite the faot that 
all tyres had to be let down and the suspension removed from 
" Golden Arrow " trailers to allow the radio vehicle to clear 
the bridges along the line. T h e 30-hour train journey itself 
proved uneventful, unless you have never cooked 24-hour compo 
on a moving rail flat! T h e balance of both troops flew in across 
the dry and flat landscape by Hastings aircraft from Changi. 
With each troop complete on the ground, radio teleprinter com-
munications were established with Singapore on schedule 36 
hours after the arrival of the radio vehicles at each location, 
thus enabling a world-wide clearance of any message originated 
in Thailand. 

T h e temperature at this time was averaging 98 degrees and 
the climate was very dry, but the U . K . reinforcements stood 
up to the quick change very well, although it was noted that one 
troop was going through 900-1,000 gallons of water a day for 
drinking, cooking and washing, above the Coca-Cola, beer, etc. 
(talking of beer we found our " Tiger " to be six times as strong 
as ithe equivalent American beer, much to the concern of a 
certain T o p Sergeant U.S. Army—^we knew there was a use for 
a hydrometer in the field!). Once setded in we became a source 
of interest to military and civilian alike, having numerous visits 
by U.S.A. and Thai Senior Officers and the Press. T h e senior 
Mess tent was described as " the only pool of sanity in the 
a r e a h o w e v e r , the resultant V.I.P. parties (" T i g e r " and 
" Vat 69 " mixed), we felt, tended to lead to insanity. Our 
nearest S E A T O communications unit was 125 Signal Battalion 
United States Signal Corps and many firm friendships were 
cemented at numerous " communicators' condaves," albeit in a 
somewhat liqmd form. 

Within three days both " A " and " C " Troops in the field 
and the detachment in Bangkok were operating S.D.S., S.D.R. 
and A.D.S. schedules between Lopburi, Kohkathiem, Ubon, 
Bangkok and Singapore. " A " Troop had four trunk lines and 
14 local subscribers on their exchange, whilst " C " Troop had 
two trunk lines and seven local lines which became five trunks 
and 34 locals by " arrival day—10," some circuits by then had 
been extended to 75 miles over their radio relay chain. Our 
co-partners in communications at Ubon were 208 Squadron 
(Comwd), supporting 28 Commonwealth Brigade in its S E A T O 
deployment, there were many sidelong glances at " C o m w e l " ) , 
on our vehicles, but not to worry, you are on your own again. 

A t Lopburi we were fortunate to have the opportunity to 
inspect the electronic equipment held by the U.S. Army and 
to witness a demonstration of an aU S E A T O nation weapon 

"Rightfully Considered 

firing from pistol to Little John, concluding with a Thai 
Battalion in the attack supported by aircraft firing all weapons 
and using napalm. 

A t Ubon we had the opportunity to visit the U.S. installed 
tropospheric scatter station linking Thai internal communica-
tions with the outside world. 

M a y we record how pleasant and helpful the T h a i people 
were with a very ready smile (at Ubon they appeared to enjoy 
the reverse side of the screen from the troops projector despite 
the absence of sub-titles). Also on numerous occasions the 
unnerving effect of the Thai girls, rightfully being considered 
very beautiful. 

May we thank very sincerely the R.A.O.C. for their great 
assistance in drawing and issuing our stores during a very 
hectic four days and their tolerance on returning the same. 

May vve deplore—504—^NO M O R E . 
Editor's Note.—We do not usually call people's attention to 

our faults, but in correcting the errors in this article we came 
across a delightful misprint. We have, of course, corrected it 
but here in the original: " . . . the unnerving effect of the Thai 
girls, night fully being considered . . ." {No good by daylight?). 

21 St R E G I . ^ E N T 
I l .F .P .O. 4:1 

It.II .Q. During July, the Regiment held a very successful 
inter-Squadron swimming gala at Laarbruch, with the outcome 
finally settled in the last relay race. The winners this year 
were H.Q. Squadron, who had started the afternoon as the out-
siders' long-shot. 

Mrs. J. J. H. Swallow, wife of the Chief Air Formation 
Signal Officer, kindly presented the prizes. 

EarUer in the month the Regiment had entered in the Rhine 
Area Championships, but although Captain P. F. Musselbrook 
and Corporal Russell worked wonders with their tremendous 
enthusiasm, we were only able to manage third place, but at 
least 13th Regiment were the winners. 

Visit of 41st Reg iment ( P r ince s s Louise ' s 
Kens ington R e g i m e n t ) T .A . Cadets . 

T h e Regiment was delighted to receive some twenty cadets 
for their annual camp. The party was commanded by Lieutenant 
P. E. Denny, Royal Signals, T .A . , ably assisted by S.S.M. A. 
Croucher (ex-Scots Guards) both of the Kensingtons, and with 
Sergeant Retief (Surrey A.C.F.) and Lance-Corporal Coad (301 
Parachute Squadron, T.A.). 

Once the War Office had approved the visit, Rhine Area 
Headquarters and the Royal Air Force at Laarbruch were 
exceedingly helpful, and as a result, an interesting programme 
was arranged to meet the military, educational and recreational 
requirements, which included a trip in an Army Air Corps 
Alouette; display by R.A.F. guard dogs; a tour round an 
operational control tower and a visit to an R.A.F. Canberra 
Squadron, and visits to Arnhem, Nijmegen and the Dutch War 
Museum at Overloon. 

T h e Cadets were extremely keen, and already we have heard 
that seven have confirmed their intention of joining the Army. 

It is hoped that we shall be able to repeat this visit in future 
years, for without any doubt, the recruiting possibilities are 
considerable and out of proportion to the effort involved. 
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3 Squadron. As a change, and to get everyone's mind 
off M.T. and drudgery, a Squadron Day was organised, 
appropriately named Exercise " Light Relief," where, for the 
first time in its history, the whole of 3 Sqiwdron assembled to-
gether, the Giitersloh contingent travelling 80 miles west and 
the Laarbruch one 50 miles east, until they both met at the 
appropriate place and time, somewhere in the middle, which 
happened to be beauty spot in Haltern Training Area. 

The games were now organised, pitches laid out and score-
boards set up. The aim was simple: every member of every 
Troop would play in a team against all others at cricket, 
football and volley ball. 

As a recuperative day out, it turned out to be one of the 
hardest day's work done by many, particularly the winning 
team (Fi) who played solidly for three hours and then pulled 
in the tug-of-war immediately after. 

3 Squadron Club. On Thursday evening, i i th July, Major 
F. G. Bonnart, the Squadron Commander, declared open " 3 
Squadron Club." Due to R.A.F. regulations, it is "dry ," but 
is, nevertheless, well attended. Here is a flourishing soup bar, 
in addition to all the usual club facilities and pastimes. 

At least one habituee of the Malcolm Club beer bar has 
been reformed and can now be seen playing snakes and ladders 
whilst sipping meat soup from his tin mug. 

22nd HEGIMENT 
B.F.P.O. 16 

During the past month both antenna squadrons spent enjoy-
able camps on the Baltic coast, getting on well with the local 
population, playing them at football, and taking part in a shoot-
ing competition. Such were the relations that both Squadrons 
and the German clubs exchanged cups and plaques at the 
end of each camp. 

Towards the end of the month we came to " Rapier Thrust 
IX." We had been warned that there would be a " crash move " 
out of barracks, but no one knew at what time. The signal 
came at 18.00 hours, just when everyone had got home and 
had their "feet up." After a flurry of vehicles, men, and 
words," the last transport left camp at about 19.30 hours, each 
Squadron going to a pre-determiined harbour area, and dug in. 

For the first time this season, we were caught by very heavy 
rain—and, of course, it was at its worst during stand-to— 
with water gradually filling the slits which were occupied! 

At 23.00 hours that night, the C.O. called a special " O " 
Group of all officers and seniors. Having dissected the exercise 
so far, he made as if to leave, and then returned and said 
casually: " O h , all the officers have been killed; the Regimental 
Sergeant-Major is in Command," and left. Surprise. Consterna-
tion. Horror. Disbelief. Relief (officers). All these thoughts 
flitted over the faces present! 

Only the C.O., Training Major and Adjutant stayed as direct-
ing staff; all remaining officers, except three new arrivals, who 
were demoted to man Radio Control, returned home to bed. 
Under the direction of the R.S.M. and the Yeoman, all the 
Warrants Officers and Seniors quickly reoriented their thinking 
" two up " and took over as Squadron Commanders and Troop 
Officers. The D.S. kept the Regiment on the hop for three 
days, and the seniors coped so well that more than once the 
pertinent question was asked: "What do we want officers for?" 

During the exercise the R.A.F. very kindly made several 
photographic sorties. On the first day they didn't see anything, 
and we were obliged to put out something to be seen! Even 
so, most of their photographs only showed packets of vehicles 
on the move; very little was seen when trucks were stationary. 

Captain Pat Jolliffe, of 42nd (L) Regiment, T.A., Manchester, 
spent his " annual camp" with us (he was one of the three 
officers left alive on " Rapier Thrust IX " to man Radio Control). 
We were glad to have him and hope that he enjoyed his 
stay—including the exercise. 

Three members of i Squadron, Corporal Stanley-Jones, 
Signalmen Anderson and Buller were chosen " out of the blue " 
to take part in a yacht race at Kiel. They had no previous 
experience, and just " did what the skipper told us." Apart 
from running aground and Bullen being hit by the boom 
when an unexpected cross-wind struck them, carrying him out 
over the water—from whence he was quickly hauled in—the 
race was quite uneventful. 

Finally, 244 Squadron (AS) wish to thank General Moberly 
for his information on the adoption of the " R e d Hand" as 
an A S S U insignia in last month's WIRE. 

youff en/oy.... 

he proper creamy 
Cad bury tastel 

R E G U L A T I O N P A T T E R N 

ROYAL SIGNALS 
STABLE BELTS 
Light B luc/Navy/Green, rat io 3t I t 3 two leather straps, two 
bucklei . 

H o m e — 10/- each plus lOd. pos t 
Abroad—9/ - each plus lOd. post 

W a l l Shields T x 6 ' Royal Signals 
Blazer Badges " S u p e r i o r " 
" Q u a l i t y " C a r Badges 
Silk Ties Royal Signals 
Pace St icks 
Se rgean t s full s ize Regimenta l W a l k i n g 
Canes, Malacca, Ball, Pea r o r T h i m b l e Cap, 
Cres t ed 

E* p o r t 

30/-
42/. 
38/-
IS/-

109/6 

51/6 
41/6 

Flashes e m b r o i d e r e d t o special designs. 

Ties m a d e specially t o any design. 

Min ia tu re Medals 

ERNEST GOODRICH 
Specialist in the supply of Military Requisites 

EVESHAM H O U S E , C O M M O N R O A D . 
CLAYGATE, SURREY 
Telephone : ESHER 3705 
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NEW TRIUMPH SPITFIRE 4 
5 ways it leaves other low-price sports cars standing! 

FASTER Top speed 92 mph. 0-50 mph in 11 seconds. 
INDEPENDENT SUSPENSION on all four wheels. The Spitfire 
corners with a sureness most cars give only on the straight. 
TIGHTER TURNING The Spitfire right-about turns where other 
cars make 3-pointers (that's its 24-ft turning circle). 
DISC BRAKES on the front wheels. One more reason why the 
Spitfire is an impressively safe sports car. 
LUXURY Wind-up windows seal out wind and rain. At its price 
there's nothing to touch the new Spitfire for comfort. 

oQSisrJIiEmv 
A member of the Leyland Motor Corporation 

ALL YOURS - FOR MUCH LESS THAN YOU'D PAY BACK HOME 
Generous tax concessions are still available, and your local 
Standard-Triumph dealer can fill in all the facts. See him today 
about the new Spitfire 4. Take one out for a test-drive if you 
like. Or try the Spitfire's bigger brother, the TR4. There's also 
its cousin, the famous Herald 1200. 

There's a Standard-Triumph dealer near you. He's the man 
to contact about the new Triumph Spitfire. Or write to: 
Standard-Triumph Sales Ltd., Export Sales (European Division), 
Coventry, England, for a free full colour catalogue. 
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F e d e r a t i o n 

jSignnls 
M n l n j f H 

A d v e n t u r e T r m n l i i 0 

2nd Federation Infantry 
Brigade Signal Squadron 

IIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIMIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIII 
C.S.O., Thai Signals, Major-General Subhajaya Suravardhana, after the presentation of a Shield 

by Federation Signals 

DECEMBER, 1962. On top of the " in Tray " a file headed 
" T r a i n i n g Directive, 1963, Para 6," stated: " A l l umts 

will carry out at least one adventure training exercise during 
1963." A note is made in next year's diary. A few days later 
reading THE WIRE for November I saw an account of Tiiailand 
by the Bangkok detachment 237 Squadron. T h e obvious answer, 
a visit by Federation Signals to Royal Signals Bangkok and the 
Royal Thai Army Signals. 

Yes, the Ministry of Defence was vidlling to approve in prin-
ciple that a party of two officers and eighteen O.R.s in five Land 
Rovers should travel to Bangkok. More letters, passports, visas, 
blanking out vehicle formation signs, explaining to the other 
100 volunteers why they couldn't go and worst blow of all being 
told I must also remain behind. 

Finally, on 2nd June, 1963, my Second-in-Command, one 
other officer. Foreman of Signals W.O.II Parkin and 17 O.R.s 
left from Ipoh. A night stop at Alor Star then early the follow-
ing morning the party crossed the bofder at Changloon. 

First stop in Thailand was at the Thai customs outpost at 
Ban Sadao and it was here that the first problem was met, that 
of language. Very few Thais speak anything but their own 
language and if they spoke any other it was usually badly. 
Among the party were English, Malay, Hindi, Punjabi, Hokkien, 
Cantonese, Mandarin and Teochew speakers but the only 

Our Escort I 

language to get across occasionally, very occasionally, were 
English, Hokkien and Teochew. Leaving the customs outpost 
the party reached Sadao and then on to the first stop at Trang 
via Haadyai and Patalung. 

At Haadyai the party had their first impression of the Thai 
Pohce since an escort was provided through the town. Fancy 
uniform, pistols slung low and roaring motor cycles in American 
style. Roads now became narrower and progressively worse, 
mainly corrugated laterite with some smooth patches which 
were either extremely dusty if dry, or very slippery if wet. 
Seventeen miles from T r a n ^ the road changed for the better 
and Trang was reached about 16.00 hours. 

There our first thoughts were for accommodation, which was 
provided by the Police in an old wooden hut. Lights were not 
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working so the radio technicians in the party quickly set to 
work amidst roars of laughter since either to save wire and 
money or through ignorance, all wiring had been done as per a 
circuit diagram, parallel connections being made by stripping 
the insulation in the middle of a run, tying in by twisting the 
wire round and leaving the whole uninsulated. 

Next thoughts were for the radio schedule to be met at 
18.30 hours Thai time. Sets carried were the G.R. 410, a 
transistored set made by Redifon, and the T .R. C. 12 for 
standby. It was feared that due to the extremely bad shaking— 
most Land Rovers had to have nuts tightened up as much as 
three turns—the sets would require servicing. The G.R. 410 
makers had stated their set did not require any shock absorbers 
but we had fitted some as a safety precaution. Whether it was 
because of these is not known but the set proved to be in perfect 
condition and remained so throughout the trip, communications 
being O.K. at all times on S.S.B., the final distance being over 
1,000 miles. T h e C. 12 on the other hand required maintenance 
at every stop through shaking out of the vibrator, etc. 

That evening everyone visited the town where it was quickly 
discovered that the cheapest drink was Mekong, a brandy of 
Thai manufacture, costing £ i a large bottle in the bars and 6/-
outside, whereas local beer, not very good, was 7/6 in a bar and 
5/- outside. Other drinks could be obtained, such as Scotch 
whisky, but prices were exorbitant, a bottle of whisky costing 
£6/10/-. 

T h e party set off the following morning at 07.00 hours after 
going to the police station to thank our hosts. Here we noticed 
in the centre of the Police station a very large cage similar to 
those in a zoo. This was jammed with prisoners wearing just 
a sarong. Outside the cage was the overflow chained to posts 
by leg irons, these being guarded by a sentry with rifle and 
bayonet. 

T h e police captain again provided an American-type escort 
out of town with roaring motor cyclists waving the traffic to 
either side of the road. 

Road building is taking place along the North South road but 
it appeared very haphazard. For example, large foundation stones 
were laid for about five miles on one stretch and then apparently 
forgotten. T h e Thai workmen had put up temporary houses 
and had their families with them. Elephants were seen in large 
numbers and were being used for timber hauling. Transport 
for the Thais was by bus, these being converted American trucks 
with seats down both sides, the middle and the roof top being 
used for carrying produce, pigs or, in fact, anything which 
could be pushed in. These buses were gaily painted with rockets 
or aeroplanes raised in relief on the sides. T h e fronts carried a 
vast array of coloured lights, so that in the dark they resembled 
carnival floats. Horns, needless to say, were loud since bus and 
lorry drivers had one speed only—fast—and woe betide anything 
or anyone getting in the way. 

T h e next night stop was at Khok Kloi, again with the Police 
who had been briefed all the way up to Bangkok. Hospitality 

Captain R. I. F. Amos, 237 Squadron, greets Federation Signals 

as usual was excellent although accommodation was poor. Rhok 
Kloi is a village and boasted one communal well and one com-
munal lavatory. Since these were exposed to the view of all 
and sundry, and the Malay is very shy, this was not appreciated. 
The party had taken pack rations and as these are without 
variety a party was sent out to buy sambal, belachan, etc. These 
turned out to be of inferior quality and in short supply. Potatoes 
and bread were unobtainable but the cost of food in general 
was getting cheaper, due to the distance from Bangkok being 
less, since transport is difficult, costs rise the further one goes 
from Bangkok. 

At 07.00 hours the next morning we left for Takua Pa where 
we had to stop in order to obtain passes to travel along the 
next and worst stretch of road from Takua Pa to Ranong, a 
distance of 112 miles. These passes are only given if : 

(a) The vehicle stands a good chance of getting through. 
(b) T h e rainy season is not on. 
This stretch of road is a continuation of the Friendship High-

way under construction with American aid. Travel was very 
bad indeed. Bridges and culverts were being built and the 
detours involved driving through liquid mud, over bridges con-
sisting of three or four logs, or through streams. T h e bulldozer 
drivers were very interested watching the Land Rovers drive 
through, since they charged anything from 200-1,000 bahts per 
vehicle for towing out. However, thanks to good dtiving and use 

W.O.II (F. of S.) Parkin makes a technical point 
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of four-wheeled drive, no money had to be paid, although costs 
increased as petrol consumption dropped to 5 and 6 miles per 
gallon. During this period punctures were frequent and all 
members became skilled at wheel changing. 

Having made better time than expected it was decided that 
the best thing to do would be to push on, so a further 193 
miles was covered, the party finally reaching Prachuab. 

This decision proved to 1m excellent, since the Police Chief 
at Prachuab arranged for us to use Government chalets by the 
sea. This was by far the finest accommodation on the whole 
trip. A canteen was close by where food was extremely good 
and very cheap indeed. 

Next morning an early start was made in order to reach 
Bangkok. This proved very wise since on arriving in Bangkok, 
^eat difficulty was met in finding the Malay Embassy. All road 
signs were in Thai and language problems arose. On reporting 
we were informed accommodation had been arranged in a 
Buddhist Monastery. 

The assistant to the M.A. acted as guide and introduced the 
Thai Liaison Officer, Captain Prasit, and his two assistants. 
These were to prove so friendly, hospitable and helpful, that 
when the time came to say goodbye it was vidth very real regret. 
We had hoped that the Royal Thai Army would be able to 
provide transport during the visit but, due to a S.E.A.T.O. 
exercise, they could only provide one Minibus. The remainder 
of the day was spent preparing two Land Rovers for duty the 
following day and settling in. 

Friday, 7th June, saw everyone smartly dressed in best 
uniform to meet Major General Subhajaya Suravardhana, the 
Chief Signal OfBcer. Arriving at the Depot the party were 
greeted by large signs saying " Welcome," and were then form-
ally welcomed by the General and his staff. Next, into a large 
conference room where Colonels gave talks on their departments. 
During this time refreshments were served and afterwards 
Lieutenant Lai Sum Meng, O.C. party, presented the General 
with a shield made by the Squadron. 

During this time photographers were at work, both still and 
cine, and we were told that they were part of the Thai Signal 
Corps and the Signal Corps private T V station. 

Next visit was to the base workshops. A short lecture by 
the O.C., refreshments again and then a tour of the workshops. 
This proved most interesting. The workshops were organised 
on the American style with an American advisor attached. 

Most of the technicians were Sergeants and each was allowed 
to do only one job, e.g. radio sets coming in for repair were 
inspected and stripped, each component being forwarded for 
repair by technicians who specialised in that particular com-
ponent only. During our visit the telephone department 
viras finishing the complete overhaul and rebuilding of 2,500 
E.E. 8 telephones in one month. This was done on the belt 
system, all new parts were fitted (thanks to American aid), each 
technician removing or fitting one particular part. Cases were 
taken to the paint shop where they were put into an enormous 
sand-blasting machine in batches, twenty seconds later they 
were spotless. Next door to be sprayed, then dried in large 
ovens. Total time about hours. A fully mechanised 
carpenters' shop made wooden cases for despatch of all com-
pleted items. 

From the workshops to the Thai Signals Control Centre for 
the S.E.A.T.O. exercise. All equipment was American, 
A N T R A C 35 with 12 channelling equipment being the main 
items, these were fed from field switchboards, except for a 
telegraph channel. Teleprinters were Japanese and produced 
both Thai and Romanised script simultaneously. 

The lunch hour had now arrived and the party were enter-
tained at the Royal Thai Hotel, one of the best in Bangkok, by 
the Chief of Staff and several Colonels. Hospitality was lavish, 
drinks were unlimited and the lunch, needless to say, was 
excellent. 

After lunch a visit to Captain Amos, O.C. detachment 237 
Squadron. Unfortunately, due to lack of time, we could only 
visit his transmitter site. Here Lieutenant Lai Sum Meng pre-
sented Royal S i s a l s with a shield from Federation Signals 
and all hope it will long remind them of our visit. 

Leaving Captain Amos the final visit was to the R.T.A. T V 
centre. This is a complete television station with all the latest 
equipment provided by Thai Signals themselves, not American 
aid. It was interesting to note that it was all British equipment. 
T h e T V station is self supporting through advertisements and 
is expanding all the time. The purpose of the station is two-
fold, to provide money for expansion and to train Thai Signals 
in T V . Next year they hope to have closed circuit T V for 
exercises. Our own visit was shown on T V later that evening. 

Here, once again, hospitality was superb—tea being provided 
and souvenir wallets presented to all members. 

Time was pressing, so back to quarters for a quick change 
then a return to the depot to be entertained by the General 
and his staff. Exhibitions of Thai fighting and boxing were 
given outside. Afterwards into the assembly hall for a dinner 
of curry, roast chicken, etc., during which time we were enter-
tained by Thai dancing and music. Finally, before leaving, each 
member of the party was presented with a tie pin, six souvenir 
batteries and the Squadron with an inscribed plaque, a transistor 
radio also suitably inscribed and a set of photographs taken 
during the visit. 

The batteries and transistor set are made by Thai Signals in 
their own factory, which also produce T V sets. The Royal Thai 
Army is self supporting in U.2 batteries and provides various 
types of radio and T V sets. Some are issued to the Army for 
welfare purposes down to Platoon level, others are sold at a 
smaU profit to the Government for resale to poor villages and 
kampongs and others are sold on the open market, thus money 
is provided for Signal projects such as the Army Broadcast 
System. 

T h e following two days were spent sightseeing and shopping 
with the liaison officer and his assistants, then back to Ipoh 
after a very successful visit. All members of the party benefited 
from this opportunity of meeting new ideas and methods and 
members of a different army. 

Thanks must be given to General Subhajaya and all members 
of the Signal Corps Royal Thai Army. Their organisation was 
first class, their hospitality could not be bettered, and it is the 
sincere wish of this Squadron that an opportunity will arise to 
repay in some small measure all the kindnesses shown. 

224 SQUADROIV (Photograph page 341) 
T h e athletic season has certainly been successful in its few 

short weeks, and the members of the team have trained hard 
which in turn brought the results. 

T h e Northern Command Championships saw the Squadron 
defeat the old rivals 6th Battalion R.A.O.C., after a tight and 
exciting competition. The Yorkshire Brigade Depot were third. 

Signalman Six Oxley won both major and minor high jump 
competitions at 5ft. sin. In other combined events Lance-
Corporal Harris came third in the mile and Private Etherington 
second in the long jump. 

By winning the Command the Squadron won a place in the 
Army Championships held at Aldershot Stadium on 25th/26th 
July, 1963, being one of six teams to have reached the finals. 

After two days of sunshine and sparkling athletics the Squad-
ron came T H I R D behind 16 Parachute R.A.O.C./R.E.M.E. 
and The Giwrds Independent Parachute Company. This 
was a most pleasing result for a first entry, especially as 
it took the " fit para types " to gain victory. 

However, we managed to make the " the Paras " sit up and 
ask " who are 224 Squadron," when Private Etherington leaped 
to 2oft. 4iin. in the long jump and Signalman Oxley glided 
over 5ft. 6in.; plus Private Duly and Lance-Corporal EUinor 
chasing the leaders home in 2min. 51 sec. for the 880 yards and 
440 yards respectively, both good tries. 

Judo. This sport is now well established and the Village Hall 
is now " The Judo Club." The membership is over twenty-five 
and still growing. Sergeant Watts and several other seniors are 
showing a great active interest and many " waist lines " have 
been reduced. 

The team of Sergeants Watts, Searle, Neal and Stoddard, 
Corporal Hague, Signalmen Thompson and Richmond are now 
in training for the Army Judo Championships to be held at the 
end of August, where we again hope to do well. 

Tug-of-War. For the first time the Squadron entered a 
LOO-stone team in the open Northern Command Championships. 
In the short time from deciding to enter to the Championship 
the team trained exceptionally hard, against a 3-tonner inner 
tube. 

The team failed by inches to reach the final, but gained the 
experience to be amongst the winners next year. 

Canoeing. Week-end canoeing is now well under way with 
three doubles in the water and a further two single seaters 
" in the yards " nearly completed. 
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T H E D ISPLAY T EAM R EADY T O PERFORM 
(At rear): Signalman Reid, Lance-Corporal Findlay. (Standing): Signalman 
Devine, Corporal Davenport , Lance-Corporal Barber , Signalman Martin, Signal-
man Wa l ke r , Signalman Freeman, Signalman Spencer, Signalman Soar. (On 
motor cycles): Sergeant Shir ley, Signalman Herber t . (Crouching): Signalman 

Wi l k i e , (Mrs . ) Signalman Cot te r i l , Signalman Kenny 
(See end of column) 

210 s q U A D R O N B.F.P.O. 10 

Operational excitement during the month of June! Three 
radio detachments and cipher backup to Zanzibar and Pemba to 
keep 2 Scots Guards in touch with the world. Simultaneously 
two radio detachments with cipher operators flew, at very short 
notice, to Swaziland so that we could follow i Gordons' activities 
there. The Swaziland contingent went equipped with battle-
dress and " mengi" blankets. In each case, of course, our lads 
are operating rear links for the battaUons. We get the official 
sitreps but we are all itching to hear the " lamp swinging" 
stories on their return. 

Our D i i ' s detachments have been working hard at 236 
Squadron including tests to Marconis in Khartoum. Ima^ne 
Corporal Kelly's face when after establisihing communications 
traditionally heard, " This is George in Khartoum who's speak-
ing in Nairobi?" These culminated on loth July when the 
Oiief of Staff in Nairobi had voice and teleprinter conversation 
with various Senior Sudanese Army Officers in Khartoum. Our 
Squadron Commander was able to renew an old friendship with 
the Sudanese C.S.O. with whom he had served 12 years 
previously. Then we suffered a 'phone call from an irate amateur 
enthusiast complaining of interference. We were right, and 
Marconi representatives pulled no punches in suggesting the 
amateur buy a Marconi wavemeter! However, all in all, we 
thank 236 for their instruction and we are not nearly so afraid 
of these monsters now! 

There was a B J.C.E.B. conference in Nairobi recently and 
the Officers met old friends from Aden which was a good excuse 
for a Royal Signals (E.A.) cocktail party which went with a hum. 

The Warrant Officers and Sergeants have had a gay month. 
The Garrison Mess June ball was well supported and seemed 
to go with a twist. Incidentally, the Maddison has arrived in 
East Africa too—Livingstone would shudder if he knew! On 
the eve of Princess Royal Day a Royal Signals (E.A.) diimer 
night saw our Warrant Officers and Sergeants at home. Officers 
and Seniors from other Signal Units joined us for a good meal 
and a glass, or six. An incredible number of wives appear to be 
rather agin a repetition of such a function. 

We wish Staff Sergeants Cassling and Francis good luck in 
their Y . of S. examination. 

Princess Royal Day was hectic for the active. Soccer in the 
morning for those who could make it. The afternoon at Templer 
barracks had the thrill of a test match when the R. and F. (Bods) 
narrowly defeated the Odds (Officers, Warrant Officers and 
Sergeants). O'DonneU and Quartermaster Paternoster were the 
sides' stars. In the evening a Squadron Smoker was well sup-
ported. A good buffet (Corporal Miller, thanks again) and 
cheap beer with many games and stories made a jolly evening. 

Our motor cycle display team have been active again this year 
at East Africa's Army Week tattoo. Some of their " crosses " 
terrified the spectators—little did they know how many good 
lads had been written off in practice. The team did very well 
on ancient beezas of which we owned about 30 to keep 12 on 
the road, and were well supported by a hard working ramp 
party. The comic side-car event amused the audience, but 
with two throttles and two clutches driver and side-car man 
are not friends! 

N O R T H E R N C O M M A N D , MINOR UN I T A T H L E T I C CHAMP IONS 1963 A N D 

T H I R D IN T H E A R M Y A T H L E T I C CHAMP IONSH IPS 1963 

(224 Squadron. See page 340) 

Back row: Lieutenant C . A . B rown , Signalman Al lan, Signalman Muir, Private 

Goodburn, Private Etherington, Lance-Corporal El l inor, Corpora l Richardson, 

Private Duley. Front row: Signalman Chance, Signalman Ox iey , Major F. A . 

Wa inwr ight , Signalman Fl int , Lance-Corporal Byrne (Not on photograph, 

S.S.I . McGlynn, Lance-Corporal Harr is , Corpora l Hague) 

22;> S Q U A D R O N R.F.P.O. 45 

Major and Mrs. B. A. Beattie were seen off at Tempelhof 
Airport by a considerable number of the Squadron who 
assembled to wish them " bon voyage." An appreciation was 
included in our last notes. 

In the same week we also said farewell to W.O.II and Mrs. 
C. Wilson. W.O.II Wilson is off to Aden and takes with him 
our best wishes and a suitably inscribed cigarette box from the 
Warrant Officers and Senior N.C.O.'s of the Squadron. 

Captain K . H. Olds left for Singapore via a test course in 
England. His last week in Berlin was fairly hectic! 

Major and Mrs. F. D. Williams have arrived and we wish 
them a happy tour with us. 

Other new arrivals include Staff Sergeant and Mrs. Rodger 
and Staff Sergeant and Mrs. Williams. 

Morrison Cup Atheltics. On 23rd July Lieutenant P. R. 
Davies departed with his athletics team, and W.O.II (S.S.M.) 
Hadfield with the tug-of-war team. We believe that this is the 
first time a Minor Unit has been allowed to enter. 

The athletes finished last of the five competing teams but only 
by a narrow margin of points. The team came second in the 
4 x 100 metres, 4 x 200 metres and hammer. The tug-of-war 
team pulled ma^ificently to beat 21st Regiment and were sent 
congratulate^ s i s a l s from the G.O.C. Berlin (British Sector) 
and the Berlin Brigade Commander. 

Adventure Training. We certainly get our fill here. Recent 
lucky individuals have been to the Outward Bound Course at 
Isjfaer, Norway, canoe expeditions in Western Germany and 
cycHng trips to Paris and Oslo. 

219 S(|lTADRO]V U.F.P.O. 57 

The Squadron has had many changes of personnel during the 
last months and we are glad to say that life is becoming easier 
due to the fact that at last we are being brought up to strength 
in tradesmen. Leave and upgrading courses are thus made a 
little easier. 

Our monthly social dances are becoming more and more 
popular and it is surprising how many ex-members of the 
Corps who are employed as civilians in the area are able to 
support us. "ITieir presence is most welcome and is enjoyed by 
all. Due to the fact that we now have more personnel it is hoped 
that the Squadron will be able to re-instate a Rugby team for 
the coming season. At the moment the prospects look very good 
as some recent arrivals are from the Apprentice School and we 
hope that they at least will be fit! We will have a difficult time 
ahead of us in this field as we won the area competition the 
previous year but the arrival of the Green Howards will un-
doubtedly offer some strong opposition. 

Our communications continue to function with success but 
our assistance with desert exercises has been limited for the 
past months as the resident Battalions have been changing over. 
It is anticipated that our services in this direction will again be 
required as all ranks who are lucky enough to be chosen gain 
valuable experience and can at least speak with authority from 
the " sharp end." 
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248 ( G U H K I I A ) S Q I I A D K O N 
G.P.O. , S I N C A P O K E 

After being resident in Brunei since December, 1962, the 
Brigade Commander of 99 Gurkha Infantry Brigade Group 
thought it wise to move out of the now almost static location 
of Brigade H.Q. in Brunei town for a short period. 

A good location (in a perfect malarial area) was selected for 
Exercise " Fresh Air," which was held from 17th to 22nd June. 
T h e aim was relatively simple: to practice the control and 
maintenance of the Brigade in the field. But this included 
the change-over, during that period, of the 2/7 and 2/6 
Gurkha Rifles, which kept a fair amount of signal traffic flowing 
in addition to the current operations side. 

The proposed location was about 15 miles west of the town, 
near the coast. There was no airstrip in the vicinity, so it was 
decided to move the airportable element of the H.Q., with our 
Signal Squadron in first—by L . C . T . ! This proved somewhat 
spectacular, to say the least! 

We approached the landing area in the middle of a Borneo 
storm. However, after two attempts at a run-in, the L . C . T . 
eventually grounded and the walking parties disembarked into 
3ft. of water, which would have been ideal for surfing. T h e 
Land Rovers followed, though most were aided by wet pushers 
and/or a Scammel chain. 

Strangely enough, all vehicles re-started after encouragement 
and we proceeded to the Brigade H.Q. location, where com-
munications with the Brigade units were established. 

T h e O.C., Major M. C. Deverill, had come down the day 
before with the advance party, and had already set up for the 
changeover of the Brigade Command Net Control, which he 
assumed during the night before Brunei had closed down. 

T h e Sea Tail element, consisting of workshop vehicle, battery 
charging, " Q " and " Camp " arrived a few hours later—by 
road. This included a D i i , kindly lent by 249 Squadron for 
the purpose of supplying a teleprinter link to the General's Head-
quarters at XZkimbritbor, where the rear and lateral links to 
Singapore, Kuching, Labuan and Jesselton are situated. (We are 
at present manning the Kuching link, which supplies H.Q., 
3 Commando Brigade, at both ends). In addition to the D i i , 
two 15-mile telephone lines were poled previously by " J " 
Troop's linemen to the Combritbor and Brunei civil exchanges 
respectively. 

T h e Squadron continued to operate the S D.S. for the 
Brunei T o w n area with frequent runs from the Field Signal 
Centre. We even managed to continue our little talks with 
Singapore, where we have a small rear party, and Hong Kong, 
where 246 (Gurkha) Squadron help us in aerial testing. 

The F. of S., Staff Sergeant R. Stather, managed to keep his 
workshop so well concealed that it was three days before the 
B.M. found it on his tours of inspection during " stand-to." 

It was Staff Sergeant Shaw's first exercise with us since he 
took over S.Q.M.S. duties from Staff Sergeant R. Cockroft, 
who has left us, on completion of his tour, to join his new Regi-
ment in B.A.O.R. W e hardly lost a thing! 

After six days, things got well organised: some found time 
to photograph the largest ants we have ever seen, and others 
preferred being detailed to bathe in the sea in lieu of showering. 
We ended up in being invited to a Gurkha Nautch Party, which 
was most enjoyable. Captain Burke was almost sorry to leave— 
a whole week away from his P.R.I.! 

Butchers : Grocers : Game Dealers 
our aim in all Depts.:— 

Superb Quality 

CHAS. JACKSON & SONS 
63, 64 and 66 SKINNERGATE 

DARLINGTON 
Years Satisfactory Service 

Established 
1894 

Telephone 
2 9 5 5 

Sixty 

" WE BUY T H E BEST " " WE SELL T H E BEST " 
DAILY DELIVERIES IN YOUR DISTRICT 

"Don't use your clutch." Orders being given to the driver of 
the Brigade Commander's Rover 

We did come back though, but not in vehicles. T h e whole 
Headquarters, with the Signal Squadron, less drivers and 
Lieutenant Kent (who managed, somehow, to be playing in the 
Brunei State Tennis Championships) marched back over about 
12 miles of country and road, led by the Brigade Commander 
himself. 

On return to Brunei Town, the water supply was cut off 
and we knew we were back to normal, but everyone, from the 
O.C. downwards, had not regretted the experience gained from 
Exercise " Fresh Air ." 

206 S Q V A D R O X 
B .F .P .O . 17 

For two weeks every summer, the Squadron leaves behind 
its radio/line and vehicles and trains as an Infantry Company. 

This year we camped at Vogelsang, in the Eifel district of 
Germany, very near the Belgian border. 

As this article is being written, the aches and pains have 
gone and we are all much fitter and much wiser as a result of 
our experiences. 

On Saturday, 30th June, H.Q., 6 Infantry Brigade Group, 
including 206 Squadron, arrived at Vogelsang to start an inten-
sive two weeks' training, the highlight of which was to be 
Exercise " Screaming Eagle," a realistic escape and evasion 
exercise lasting 2 j days. Training for it took three days and 
consisted of route marches, P.T. before breakfast, runs through 
battle inoculation range, and the assault course. Finally map-
reading, night compass marching and lectures on escape, 
evasion and resistance to interrogation completed the training. 
The escapees numbered over 150 and the security forces de-
ployed exceeded this number in troops alone, not to mention 
the civilian population and police, who had been notified 
weeks before, through press and local radio, of the exercise. 

T h e security forces included Belgian S.A.S., parachute troops 
and military helicopters, with a squadron of British armoured 
car patrols. Wednesday morning was spent in briefing and 
getting to know the Belgian officers and men who were 
integrated into our platoons and sections. At 14.00 hours. Com-
pany H.Q. and the three platoons were deployed to three 
initial rendezvous; 64 soldiers of the British/Belgian force 
were deployed in Belgian AUouettes, meeting up about 10 miles 
from the objective with those wAo were dropped off by vehicle. 
After the march to the objective, orders were given by the 
Brigade Major for the attack, which went in at 20.00 hours. 

T h e objective (a dam) was defended by the Recce Platoon of 
I (BE) Company. After the attack, an atomic demolition, be-
lieved to contain thunder-fiashes, was lowered into the dam 
which was then destroyed. T h e Force then handed in their 
equipment, weapons, berets and gaiters. It is worth noting that 
no one in the H.Q. had shaved for the four days prior to the 
exercise; this, combined with the unconventional dress, made 
recognition by the security forces easy. 

The second phase of the exercise entailed escaping in small 
mixed groups of British and Belgian soldiers of three and four 
to one of three rendezvous some 15 miles to the north. There 
the groups were given the location of the final rendezvous, some 
15 miles to the south. 

The aim was to complete the first leg during the night of 
Wednesday/Thursday, he up during Thursday, and complete 
the move back south during Thursday/Friday night, to arrive at 
the final rendezvous on Friday morning at 06.00 hours. 

A t midnight the security forces deployed, and at 04.00 hours 
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AFTER THE ATTACK 
Belgian SAS and HO 6 Brigade with Father Jones, R.C. , Padre 

(in cap comforter) 

on Thursday morning, the first prisoners were beginning to 
arrive at the Belgium-manned prisoner-of-war cage at Schmidt, 
having been caught in a cordon laid on a pre-planned time and 
distance appreciation. Some, however, were caught by their 
own recklessness and failure to remember the lessons they had 
been taught. T h e first group were arrested by the police at 
loaded pistol point crossing a main road. Others were un-
fortunate enough to bump into foot patrols in the woods, and 
two (who shall remain anonymous), finding themselves lost, 
approached a road sign, but failed to notice the Ferret parked 
next to it! 

Fifty members of the British/Belgian Company of 140 were 
captured, but only 16 escapees actually got to the final 
rendezvous on time; the balance still struggling with the 
ferocious terrain. So ended Exercise " Screaming Eagle." 

On Friday night a highly successful party was held, attended 
by members of both armies and sides; friend and foe drank 
together. 

During the second week Brigade Group H.Q. began infantry 
training in earnest, starting with infantry/tank co-operation 
with R.H.Q. Troop 4/7 Dragoon Guards. They supported us 
in an infantry company attack against the ruined village of 
Wollershiem. T h e next two days were spent firing 2in. 
mortars, 3.5in. rocket launchers, energas and throwing ' 3 6 ' 
grenades. Every man in the H.Q. is now conversant with these 
weapons. It is interesting to note that, apart from the few 
infantry men in the H.Q., 80 per cent had never fired a B-Sin. 
rocket launcher, 2in. mortar or an energa before! Perhaps our 
basic training is all too incomplete! A further day was spent 
in instruction and practical laying of anti-tank, anti-personnel 
and mixed minefields, instructed by 2 Field Squadron, R.E. 
Everyone learned that taking up a minefield was far harder 
than laying one. A night patrol exercise was held, deployment 
being by assault craft across the lakes to recce the village of 
Wollershiem. Six officer-led fighting patrols added to the 
hazards of the 14 recce patrols attempting to reach the village. 

On our last Thursday we dug a company defensive position. 
When the last spade-full of shale was replaced, our training 
at Vogelsang was finished for another year. 4 Recce Flight 
flew 50 soldiers over the position to show them what it was 
like. No comment! 

" We could have danced all night," instead—" we marched all 
day." 

Signalman Ellins masters a vertical cliff on Bisper 

205 Squadron on "Exercise Sky High" 

AL T H O U G H the idea of Exercise " Sky High " was b o m 
almost a year ago, it was not until a few days before we 

were due to leave that authority to hold the exercise was 
granted. T h e " Alfa " Troop vehicles taking part lined up for 
a final check and, at 07.00 hours on ist July, departed for 
their distant destinations. 

This was to be a long-range sky wave exercise to test all our 
H F radios with various aerial arrays. Control was to remain in 
Germany, with substations in France and Norway. An engineer-
ing net was to be set up with S R C n - R 2 i o for administrative 
traffic, while the remaining detachments experimented with 
different sets and different aerials, so that a comparison of all 
our equipment could be drawn up. At the same time, this was 
an ideal opportunity for some adventure training. 

Lieutenant P. J. Brown commanded the detachment visiting 
Norway, and reports on their adventures as follows: 

" W e allowed ourselves four days to reach Frederikshavn, in 
northern Denmark, for although otir vehicles had been carefully 
inspected and serviced by our L .A.D. , this ferry was the one 
start point we were not going to be late crossing! After a 
tedious drive on the autobahn, we found ourselves north of 
Hamburg, where we set up our first camp, and crossed the Danish 
border early next day. 

T h e third morning, after an early breakfast, we were back on 
the road, and by early afternoon we arrived in Frederikshavn, 
where we contacted the Commandant of the Marine Station 
at Bangsko, where we were due to stay until the departure 
of our ferry. W e still had a day in hand, which we spent on 
the beach, swimming and playing rugby, although the sun 
burned down from a cloudless sky. That evening we played 
a Danish naval team at soccer, and after a hot, but hearty game, 
forced a draw, with two goals each. A quick shower and we 
were off again. 

A t 20.00 hours we boarded the Con Adeler, an hour before 
she was due to sail, and everyone lined the bar and prepared 
for a pleasant crossing. None of us could manage a berth, so 
we spent the night " k ipping" where we could, until at 06.00 
hours, Norwegian summer time, we steamed into Larvick. 
Here we were met by our Norwegian Liaison Officer, Lieutenant 
Odd Johansen, who helped us to get quickly through the 
customs. T h e weather was still glorious, and Lieutenant 
Johansen warned us not to continue our journey until evening, 
since the road we would be travelling on was narrow, twisting 
and dusty, and would prove a hot and uncomfortable time for 
all concerned. It was decided, therefore, to spend the morning 
catching up on sleep, with a swim to freshen us up in the 
afternoon. 

Evening was soon upon us, and we were behind the wheel 
again. As Lieutenant Johansen had predicted, the roads were 
certainly dusty, and it was a relieved party that arrived at 
Kittilbee early next morning. Kittilbee is used normally as a 
winter training camp, and we soon estabished ourseves comfort-
ably for our short stay there. Everything was fine, except the 
weather, which had now turned foul on us. It was to remain 
so for days, but this did not prevent us from trekking and taking 
part in some strenuous cross-country map-reading exercises. W e 
soon learned that Lieutenant Johansen was far fitter than any 
of us, and made a mental note to cut down on our beer 
consumption. 

On Thursday, n t h July, we spent a day at the Norwegian 

Left to right: Lieutenant Brown, Corporal Page, Signalman Ellins 
and Signalman Edwards on the summit of Bisper. In the background 

is Kongen 
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Signal School, at Joerstadmoer, where we were shown a great 
deal of their equipment and were given an insight into the 
training of their operators. We were much impressed by every-
thing we saw and, all in all, had a very enjoyable and valuable 
day. That evening we were all invited to the canteen for a 
Norwegian meal and a sing-song. 

Next morning, in a steady downpour, we set off again. Our 
destination was Andalsnes, a sleepy little town which lies 
in the mountain area on the west coast, where the mountaineer-
ing element of our detachment hoped to get some climbing 
done, should the weather show signs of improvement. 

There are three peaks in this area, Bisper (Bishop), Kongen 
(King) and Dronniga (Queen), all named after the chess pieces. 
We decided to " have a look " at Bisper (4,450ft.) the next day. 

The next day dawned clear and sunny and we happily loaded 
our kit and dashed up the " Devil's Staircase " to the foot of . 
Bisper. It was an awe-inspiring chunk of granite, and we spent 
some time inspecting it before we decided on a route. On the 
south side there appeared to be a gully sloping off to the left, 
which led up to a steep slab to a high coll. From the coll there 
appeared to be a good route up to .the summit. The slab looked 
difficult, even through field glasses, but we felt we could get up 
it. 

We set off over some very rough country and stashed all our 
surplus equipment under a rock at the foot of the south ridge. 
We had taken along ice axes, crampons, rock and ice pitons, on 
top of our normal ropes, snap links and slings, since we weren't 
sure what we would encounter. At 12.00 hours the party, con-
sisting of Lieutenant Brown, Corporal Page and Signalmen 
Ellins and Edwards started up the scree slope and started to 
climb the gully. It proved far easier than it looked and we 
were able to climb independently and unroped, and were soon 
on the slab. This, too, had good holds and we were able 
to almost run up it, until we had reached the coll. From here 
we were able to look down the east face which, from where 
we were, appeared absolutely sheer and unclimbable, even by 
artificial methods. A long traverse across the coll and a little 
more upward climbing and we were on the summit, where we 
met two bearded Scottish climbers, who had come up a 
different route. We all signed the " Visitors' Book " sketched 
in the Nag's Head, and climbed down again, and met up with 
the rest of the detachment who had been trekking in the 
foothills with Lieutenant Johansen. 

The next day we had intended to climb Kongen by its east 
face, but since the weather didn't look too promising, we 
contented ourselves with some vertical cliff climbing and 
practising rope techniques. All of us found the " Prussick" 
technique (a method for climbing back over an overhang, should 
one fall off it) very strenuous, yet quite simple to operate, 
even if we did get literally tied up in knots before we mastered 
it. 

That evening we organised a dance and twenty or so very 
attractive young ladies turned up. Initially our own Troop 
guitar band had to provide the music before someone found a 
tape recorder and the frustrated guitaritsts were allowed to 
join in the dancing. The evening was a great success and 
everyone enjoyed themselves, particularly Lieutenant Johansen, 
who seemed in fine form! All too soon it was over and our 
friends had to be escorted home. 

Now it was time to leave Andalsnes, for we were due in 
Oslo on Tuesday. Another long drive, with refuelling at 
Joerstadmoer, brought us to Oslo for our two-day stay there, 
and once more we set up camp and re-established communica-
tions with our distant stations. We spent a day looking round 
Oslo, and on Wednesday visited a transmitter site. Major D. 
J. Strong with H.Q., A.F.N.E., aranged the visit, and we had 
a valuable half-day inspecting some vast and expensive equip-
ment, which we could not help comparing with our tiny green 
sets, keying happily to France. 

Alas. Exercise " Sky High " was almost over, and that night 
we drove down to Larvick, ready to board the ferry next 
morning. Before leaving Larvick, however, we held a small 
parade for Lieutenant Johansen and presented him with our 
Squadron Flag as a token of thanks for all he had done for us. 
His boundless energy and enthusiasm did much to make the 
exercise as enjoyable as it was, and we are all grateful for all 
he did for us. 

Our thanks must go to Major C. M. Sinclair, with 227 
Squadron (ALFCE), Major D. J. Strong, Major A. Sandrik 
and Lieutenant Johansen, of the Royal Norwegian Signals, for 
all the help they gave us, not only in organising the exercise, 
but making it so very interesting, once it started. We sincerely 
hops Exercise " Sky High I I " will be organised next year. 

S Q U A n i l O N 
G.P.O., S I N G A P O R E 

This month has seen the arrival of our new O.C., Major R. 
Clarke, Royal New Zealand Signals, who is taking over from 
Major P. H. F. Webb, M.B.E., Royal Signals. Major Clarke 
arrived on 20th July in Singapore and after hurried introductions 
all round and a rapid kitting was on his way to Brunei within a 
few days of arrival to meet Major Webb at H.Q. Combritbor. 
The process of taking over in Brunei has been completed and 
the remainder of the Squadron is being taken over at the 
present time. 

We welcome Major Clarke and hope his tour with this 
Squadron will be a successful one. We wish Major Webb 
God speed for his trip home and his well earned end of tour 
leave. We offer our hearty congratulations to him on nomination 
for a vacancy on the next course of the Joint Services Staff 
College. 

We held a Squadron dance in the Union Jack Club in Singa-
pore as a farewell to Major Webb and to welcome Major 
Clarke. 

The dance was a huge success and mainly due to the expert 
organising effort of Corporal Lockley and Signalman Waller. 
The Squadron's own dance orchestra, guitar group under the 
leadership of Signalman Valentine, with Lance-Corporal 
Sturgeon and Signalman Read, provided the music and showed 
once again why they were so successful in Thailand during 
Exercise " Dhanarajata." Unfortunately Lance-Corporal Collins 
could not be released from his duties in Labuan to enable him 
to perform with the group. 

The detachments in Brunei apparently gave Major Webb a 
send-off with a barbecue which was also extremely successful. 
This was more of a Joint Service effort with all the " Joint " 
Staff from the Comcen in Brunei taking part. It does seem 
that Joint Services arrangements do work and are acceptid 
and augurs well for future policy of integrating the Services. 

We expect to see many more medal ribbons about the 
Squadron since the announcement that all personnel who took 
part in operation in Brunei from 8th December to 28th 
December would be awarded the General Service medal. Should 
mean an increase of about eighty medal holders within the 
Squadron. There's no truth in the rumour that a spell in 
Borneo is better than a Change of Air posting to the Cameron 
Highlands. There's still much work to be done and in fact 
next month should see the Squadron relieved by 606 Troop 
(Borneo) which has been formed in U.K. to take over the 
Borneo Signals commitments. We wish them a good journey 
to Singapore. The Squadron is looking forward to regrouping 
in Singapore and getting back to its original role. 

We also saw the return of all the members of the Squadron 
who took part in Exercise " Dhanarajata," the S.E.A.T.O. 
exercise in Thailand. On balance they reckon that Thailand 
is a better spot to service in than Borneo. Reasons given are 
various but the main one seems to be that the girls are prettier. 

25;i S «|UADBON l l .F.P.O. 1 
The beginning of July has seen no real improvement in 

the water situation in the Colony and it now seems unlikely 
that we shall get much relief from the present rationing system 
this year. 

We have been fortunate in that we have been able to 
arrange recreational transport to take members of the Squadron 
and their families to some of the nearby beaches on the main-
land and, of course, to the Squadron Sailing Club Anchorage at 
Hebe Haven. This has been partly offset by the closure of 
the Garrison Lido on Stonecutters' Island due to pollution; 
however, everyone can get a swim once or twice a week. 

Corps week was also somevvhat blighted for the same reason. 
The Royal Signals guest night and a curry lunch, which were 

to have been held in Victoria Barracks Mess, and a Warrant 
Officers' and Sergeants' curry lunch, which was to have been 
held in Kowloon, had to be cancelled. 

Typhoon " Trix," which had us all on edge over the week-
end 29th/3oth June, changed course, and instead of hitting the 
coast close to the Colony and giving us a few inches of much-
needed rain, veered off well before it reached us. 

Thanks to the generosity of the Yaumati Ferry Company, 
the Squadron had the free services of a large two-deck ferry 
boat on Wednesday, 26th June. Sergeant Barlow, A.C.C., filled 
most of the lower deck with an excellent cold buffet, the re-
maining space being taken up by the N A A F I for the sale 
of beer, ice cream and other suitable refreshments—so there 

(Continued on pages 345 and 346) 
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MEMBERS OF 253 SQUADRON AND FAMILIES SPEND A DAY IN THE SUN 

"We are having a great time" is the theme expressed in the following photographs—In fact there are smiles on 
every photo as members of 253 Squadron, with their wives and children, spend a carefree day after being taken 
by ferry boat to Cheung Chau Island and Silvermine Bay. (Unit notes are on pages 344 and 346). 

1. A party from Kowloon SWS Troop at Cheung Chau. 

2. Sergeant Williams amusing the kids at Silvermine Bay. 

3. A little weary perhaps but happy, Captain Mitchell. 
Valerie, Mrs. Mitchell, Mrs. Foster and Major Fisher 
returning from the Bay. 

4. Corporal Duguid, Craftsman Hardman, Colin Williams, 
Sergeant Williams, R.A.P.C. , Sergeant Williams, Royal 
Signals, G. C . Pritchard, R.E.M.E. enjoying a 'quick one.' 
The youngsters in the foreground: Susan and Shirly 
Williams and Jimmy and Marion Pritchard. 

5. Upper Deck Smiles : left to right : Geraldine Rankin, 
S.S.M. Rankin, Mrs. Rankin, Sergeant Williams, Mrs. 
Williams, Mrs. Barlow and Ted. 
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was little room to spare on the upper deck, despite the size 
of the ferry. We visited Cheung Chau Island, which boasts 
a small, comparatively unspoilt fishing village for an hour, 
lunched on board and spsnt the rest of the day at Silvermine 
Bay on Lantau Island. T h e weather was reminiscent of an 
August Bank Holiday in U.K. , with plenty of heavy showers 
of rain. However, this didn't seem to dampen anyone's spirits 
not everyone enjoyed themselves. 

Our rivals, 252 Squadron, across the harbour, staged an ex-
cellent inter-Squadron swimming gala on Princess Royal Day 
at the R.N. salt water swimming bath on H.M.S. Tamar. They 
deservedly beat both us and 246 Squadron and walked off with 
most of the prizes. Brigadier and Mrs. Pringle attended, as 
well as Lieutenant-Colonel and Mrs. Winn. 

Editor's note: We have received the following letter from 
Major J. F. Stokes, T.D., T.A.R.O., H.Q. Signal Squadron, 
1946-48, address: Modern Outboards Ltd., 229, West End 
Lane, West Hampstead, London, N.W.6. 

Major Stokes writes : I must say how delighted I was to see 
the photograph of the Civilian Linemen in 253 Squadron notes, 
April issue. Do they still have a fund to be spent once a 
year on a wonderful round table " chow," and does guest 
O.C. Lines still have that wonderful hangover next morning? 
What has happened to Tom, who used to look after civilian pay 
and administration so efficiently? 

A N Y A N S W E R S , P L E A S E ? 

2 ( i l StgVADItOX n .F .P .O . 5:1 

Congratulations to A/W.O.II C. E. Timson on the well-
deserved award of the British Empire Medal. 

This has been a busy period for the Squadron swimming team. 
In the Army (Cyprus) Individual Swimming Championships 
at R.A.F., Nicosia, on 24th July, Corporal Elhson won the 
400 yards and was second in the 800 yards, while Signalman 
^ n n e r was second in the butterfly event. On ist August in 
the Army (Cyprus) Team Swimming Championship, the 
Squadron team won the Minor Units' Cup. Our medley team 
(Corporal Hazel, Craftsman Sweet, Signalman Bonner and 
Sergeant Richardson) did particularly weU, and we have hopes 
for the C.S.O.'s Swimming Championship on 20th August. 

Since our last notes a number of familiar faces have departed 
on posting: Captain B. C. Hodgson, W.O.II C. W. Lacey, 
R.Q.M.S. R. G . Humble and Staff Sergeant C. J. E. Bearne, 
among many. Arrivals have included R.Q.M.S. R. J. Davis, 
Staff Sergeant L . L . Spooner and Sergeant D. S. T . Sparrow. 

Activity in our Airfield Troops continues. Captain Ping is 
planning an adventure training expedition in the Sahara in 
October, and will probably be passing through the detachment 
at El-Adem on his way to Kufra. Corporal McManus and 
Corporal Stevenson continue to hold the fort at Troodos and 
Ayios Nicolaos, while the Construction Troop are still as busy as 
ever. 

W.O.I I C. E. Timson, B.E.M., with Mrs. Timson after the investiture 
by the A.O.C.-in-C., Air Chief Marshal Sir Denis H. F. Barnet. 

K.C.B. . C.B.E. . D.F.C. . M.A. 

Corporal Ellison competing in the Army (Cyprus) Individual Swim-
ming Championships 

262 S Q U A D I t O N B .F .P .O . 33 
T h e four radio detachments have been fully committed with 

the 3rd Green Jackets and the Glosters in North Africa. 
They had a tremendous time chasing all over the desert and, in 
fact, repeated a forced march with the Green Jackets which 
that Battalion carried out during the North African Campaign 
outside Benghazi. 

Our Troop on Mount Olympus (6,400ft.) are busy just now 
dismantling two 60ft. towers for maintenance and re-erection 
before the winter sets in again. Their precis on the advantages 
of heated aerials has caused considerable interest and the 
makers, Messrs. G . S. V. (Marine and Commercial) Ltd., 
have been kind enough to donate an amount to our P.R.I. 
Sergeant Tony Charlton and his men enjoy the best of both 
seasons, as in their administration area, the R.A.F. have built 
a plunge pool which, at 6,oooft. up, is probably the highest in 
Europe. 

W e have had a spate of weddings in the Squadron. Lance-
Corporal Eileen Vidler and Corporal Jack Hall remain with us, 
but we lost Lance-Corporal Sarah Cairns to the Ordnance and 
Private Joan Bennett to the Veterinary Corps. 

N O . 3 S T A F F S E R G E A N T S ' C O U R S E 
( F A R E A S T ) 

263 Squadron . No. 3 Staff Sergeants' Course is now 
regrettably a thing of the past — a memory, but it is now 
fascinating to look on it in retrospect, and I would liken those 
few days before it started, on 3rd May, to the ordeal of awaiting 
a bed in hospital for a major operation—can I take it? 

T h e day arrived, the curtain rose and from that moment on 
we were " on stage " and for the first act—a week of drill and 
M. of I. Most of us realised our very amateur status. Our 
Course N.C.O. , W.O.II Alfred, tried instilling " U m p i t ^ o " 
from the word "go," but he soon had to dream up new similes to 
be hurled at the Motley Crew on the driU square, such as " Y o u 
look like a pack of tropical Yettis." 

However, this first week built up a bond between the students 
which was to be a deciding factor in the final results. 

A t mid-term, a course adventure training outing came as a 
most welcome change of scenery and we were most pleased to 
be joined in our pseudo-milita^ operation on Pulau Tekong 
by our School Commandant, Major Denton, his Chief Instructor, 
Captain Philp, Lieutenant Peimy and the School Sergeant Major, 
W.O.II Hall. T h e setting was just right with golden sands and 
tall waving palms silhouetted by a tropical full moon. 

The course continued through untold dangers. A day on the 
ranges, denied to us through operational necessity, was replaced 
by a day of motor cycle instruction when Sergeant Wood demon-
strated that a motor cycle can be as dangerous as any other 
missile. 

T h e tempo of the course increased till all looked forward with 
pleasure to the Pass-Off to be taken by the C.S.O., Brigadier 
E. C . R . Blaker, O.B.E. 

In retrospect a jolly good course. We have learned a lot and 
thank you, S.S.M. (Umpitypoo) Alfred; we are sincerely sorry 
to see you go and may you continue to endow the Royal Signals 
with your pearls and presence for years to come. 
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Second-Lieutenant Knox Johnson receiving the Royal Signals 
B.A.O.R. Athletics Challenge Cup from Brigadier J. E. Anderson, 

C.B.E. 

T H E M O R H I S O N C U P A T H L E T I C S , 1 9 6 3 
Once again, this time on 24th July, the Royal Signals B.A.O.R. 

Inter-Unit Athletics and Tug-of-War Championships were held 
at the Jahn Stadiurn, in Herford, under the management of 
7th Regiment. 

T h e only disappointment was in the entrances for no fewer 
than five Regiments were unable to compete for various reasons 
and the competition was between 4th, 7th, 13th and 21st 
Regiments and 229 Squadron from Berlin. In the tug-of-war 
only 7th and 21st Regiments and 229 Squadron competed. Now 
that the overall competition for the Morrison C u p is in abeyance 
this competition remains as the only occasion where teams from 
all the Regiments can come together to complete in one place 
and on one occasion. A team, including tug-of-war pullers, 
requires some forty men to represent their Regiment and this 
is unique among all the sports, giving, as it does, opportunity 
to so many. 

In the Athletic Championships, 7th Regiment had a con-
vincing win with 174 points out of a possible 210, with 13th 
Regiment as runner-up with 124 points. 7th Regiment, in fact, 
won nine out of the fourteen events. T h e standard of athletics 
was higher all round than last year and nine new championship 
best performances were set up. 

It is diflScult to pick out individual and team performances 
but mention should be made of 4th Regiment's shot putt aggre-
gate of 78ft. 3j in. and of 2ist Regiment's 45.2sec. in the 4 x 100 
metres for which much credit went to the last runner. 7th 
Regiment's 5,000 metre team finished in the first four places. 
Corporal Escott and Lance-Corporal Bell miming as a pair 
from start to finish; their time of I7min. l6.4sec. could have 
been ^eatly improved had they had any serious competition. 
As to individuals. Lieutenant Bruntcn's l i f t , pole vault. Corporal 
Mclnnes' long jump of 20ft. 3iin., and the hurdling of Lance-
Corporal Black all deserve mention. 

In order to promote interest by comparing one year's perform-
ances with those of previous years, inquiries were made for 
information as to earlier competitions. Believe it or not, apart 
from the 1962 results and details, the archives were bare. T o 
make sure that no one in future finds themselves with a similar 
lack of information, the recorded championship best perform-
ances to date are shown below. 

It was greatly to their credit that 229 Squadron entered the 
lists against the Regiments and carried of the Tug-of-War Cup. 
In the preliminary round 7th Regiment was no match for a 
well-drilled and immaculately turned out 2rst Regiment. In 
the final, 229 Squadron beat 21st Regiment by two straight pulls 
but each one was hotly contested. 

Final results in the athletics w e r e : 
7th Regiment . . . 174 points 

13th Regiment . . . 124 points 
2 i s t Regiment . . . 122 points 

4tli Regiment . . . 118 points 
229 Squadron .. . 92 points 

Winners of the T u g - o f - W a r . . . 229 Squadron 
Runners-up 21st Regiment 

The 7th Regiment 5000 metre team, who filled the first four places 

Championship Best Performances, 
published for purposes of record : 

100 metres 
200 metres 
400 metres 
800 metres 
1,500 metres 

5,000 metres 

Hurdles 
High jump 

Long jump 
Pole vault 
Discus 
Hammer 
Javelin 
Shot 

2ist Regiment 
13th Regiment 

7th Regiment 
7th Regiment 
7th Regiment 

1963 
19S3 
1963 
1963 
1963 

7th Regiment 1963 

2nd Regiment 
2nd Regiment 
4th Regiment 
7th Regiment 

2ist Regiment 
7th Regiment 
7th Regiment 
2nd Regiment 

16th Regiment 
4th Regiment 

1962 
1962 
1962 y 
1963 J 
1963 
1962/63 
1963 
1962 
1962 
1963 

45-2sec. 
imin. 35.4SCC. 
3min. 4i.8sec. 
8min. 3lsec. 
12 points 
Winner 4min. i6.4sec. 
10 points 
Winner I7min. i6.5sec. 
imin. I4.8sec, 

lOft. 7in. 

39ft. l i i n . 
19ft. 9in. 
217ft . Sin. 
261ft. l in. 
289ft. oin. 
78tt. 3jin. 

C O R P S T E N N I S 
I3ih August at Aldershot v. R.A.E.C. 

Cancelled—rain. 

14th August at Woolwich v. R.A. 
Royal Signals won by 6 matches to 3. 

Captain Oehlers and Lieutenant Siderfin Won 3 Lost o 
Colonel VuUiamy and Lieutenant-Colonel E . N . L . 

Brown Won 3 Lost o 
Lieutenant-Colonel P. H. Brown and Lieutenant 

Crouch Won o Lost 3 

15th August at Roehampton v. R.A.P.C. 
Royal Signals lost by 4 matches to 5. 

Captain Oehlers and Lieutenant Siderfin W o n 2 Lost i 
Colonel Vulliamy and Lieutenant-Colonel E. N . L . 

Brown W o n 2 Lost i 
Major R. I. Osboume and Lieutenant Crouch W o n o Lost 3 

Tennis in Catterick 
Lawn tennis has been well supported during the 1963 

season. Friendly American Tournaments have proved very 
popular, particularly with " tennis p laying" wives, and have 
resulted in a number of enjoyable social afternoons. 

T h e School Tennis Team were runners-up in the Northern 
Command Inter-Unit Knock Out Competition, being beaten in 
the final by the Army Apprentices School, Harrogate. T h e 
School were also represented by both pairs in the final of the 
Catterick Garrison Inter-Unit Pairs Competition, Captains 
Oehlers and Woods beating Captains Crookes and Corden. For 
the ladies, Margarete Crookes and Ann Corden won the 
Catterick Garrison Open Doubles, and Doreen Oehlers success-
fully partnered her husband to win both the Northern Command 
and ^le Catterick Garrison Mixed Doubles. 

Captain Oehlers has played regularly for the Army this year. 
His consistent high standard of play has also enabled him to 
win many events. 
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Corps Marksmen in Grand Shooting " T H E R A N E L A G H B O W L S " W I N N E R S 

Retards go 

in best ever 

Bisley successes 

Bisley, 1963.—Corps Achievements made this the most 
successful meeting in the history of Corps Shooting, and has 
brought great credit on Royal Signals. T h e highlights of the 
meeting w e r e : — 

Army Rille Association Meeting 

SE V E N of the Corps qualified for the " Army Hundred." 
This was a record. One qualified for the S.M.G. X X X . 

Three qualified for the Revolver X X X . Lieutenant D . H. 
Insall, 2ist Regiment, was a member of the Army Revolver 
VIII . 

Xational Rifle Association Meeting 

OU R S.R. (a) Team won the Cheylesmore. T h e cup is 
not a challenge cup, and so is an addition to our Corps 

silver. Our S.R. (b) Team won the Ranelagh Challenge Bowls. 
This match is rated as the S.R. (b) equivalent of the Methuen 
Cup and is the most important match of the meeting, shot for 
by teams from all Services. 

We had four members of our team of eight in the final of 
the Queen's Prize, and they were the only members of the 

"THE CHEYLESMORE"—AN ADDITION TO CORPS SILVER 

Team: Corporal R. Wade, Major G. A. S. Exell, Lieutenant D. H. 
Insall,'Corporal W . Bell 

Back row: Lieutenant D. H. Insall, Major G . A . S. Exe l l , Capta in J. Tate . Front 
row; Lieutenant-Colonel M. J . R. F letcher , M.B .E . , Lieutenant-Colonel C . V . 
Walsh , Lieutenant-Colonel D . C . Ward . (Note: all the members of this team 

shot for the A rmy team; winners of the I.S. X X Match) 

Regular Army to shoot in the final. The last occasion when 
we had a member of the Corps in the final was in 1952. 

Six members of our team of eight shot for the Army in 
the I.S. X X Match, and the Army won this match for the first 
time in years. Four of our members had the second, third, 
fourth and fifth best scores in the Army team. 

T h e only member of the Corps to shoot Match Rifle tied for 
the Ogden Cup, but lost in a sudden-death tie shoot. He 
was also second in T h e Edge. 

T w o members of the Corps shot for Ireland in the National, 
and one in the MacKinnon and Elcho. 

T h e more detailed results of each section of the two meetings 
are as follows: — 

Army Rifle Association Meeting 
W E had sixty competitors at Bisley this year, an increase 

of twenty over last year. Of these, thirty-five, including 
three Gurkhas of 247 (Gurkha) Squadron, qualified for the 
second stage of the Army Championship and were awarded 
their Corps Rifle Association shooting tie. 

Seven qualified for the Army Hundred, the final stage of 
the Army Championship, and were awarded the Army Hundred 
Medal and 1963 Clasp. They were: Captain H. B. S. 
MacMorran (ist Regiment), Lieutenant D. H. Insall (21st 
Regiment), W.O.II W . D. Landymore (53rd (W) Regiment, 
T.A.), Lance-Corporal H. D. O'Neill (53rd (W) Regiment, 
T.A.), Corporal R. Wade ( n t h Regiment), Corporal W. Bell 
(30th Regiment), Lance-Corporal G . R. Timms (7th Regiment). 

Corporal R. Wade, n t h Regiment, qualified for the S.M.G. 
X X X , and was awarded the S.M.G. X X X Medal and 1963 
Clasp. He came very close to being selected for the Army 
V I I I team. 

Lieutenant D . H. Insall, 21st Regiment, Lieutenant D. C. N . 
Genders, R.M.C.S. , and Lieutenant-Colonel C. V. Walsh 
reached the final of the Revolver X X X . Lieutenant D . H. 
Insall finished fourth and was awarded the A.R.A. Bronze 
Medal. He was also re-awarded his Army Revolver V I I I 
Colours. 

In the Methuen, our Corps Team shot very well and were 
just a little unlucky not to win the Woolwich Trophy. W e 
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lost by six points, but ironically, we scored 12 points on the 
wrong target! We were not downhearted, however, as we 
know we can win this trophy and that we now have, an edge 
in quality of shots over the Sappers and Gunners. 

National Uitte Association Meeting 
S.R. (a) Rifle: The members of our team were: Major G. 

A. S. ExeU (Ministry of Aviation, R.R.E., Malvern), Lieutenant 
D. H. Irasall (21st Regiment), Corporal R. Wade ( n t h Regi-
ment), Corporal W. Bell (30th Regiment). They distinguished 
themselves by winning the Cheylesmore, which is a falling 
plate competition. Their opponents were, in order. Queen's 
Royal Rifles, S.A.S.C., 3 P.W.O., 2/2 G.R. (the 1963 Army 
Falling Plate Champions) and, in the final, the Royal IVlarines, 
Plymouth. It was a magnificent performance, considering 
that most of their opponents had been in training for 
months, whereas the members of our team were oi5y in 
their third week in continuous shooting. The team ako 
finished ninth in the Hamilton Leigh. In the individual 
competitions, Lieutenant D. H. Insall was placed seventh in the 
Bi«ley Bullet, and Corporal Bell put up a tremendous score 
of 180 out of 200 in the final stage of the Queen Mary, to 
finish eighth overall. On this form he could make the Army 
VIII next year. He was also placed eighth in the B.S.A. 

S.R. (b) Rifle: The members of our team were: Lieutenant-
Colonel C. V. Walsh, Lieutenant-Colonel M. J. R. Fletcher, 
M.B.E., Lieutenant-Colonel D. C. Ward, Major G. A. S. Exell, 
Major R. H. Gilbertson (School of Sipials), Captain J. Tate 
(239 Squadron, Eastern Command), Lieutenant D. H. Insall, 
Lieutenant M. M. Ayrton (7th Regiment). 

The Ranelagh is shot for concurrently with the first stage 
of The Queen's (a shoot of seven rounds each, at 200, 500 
and 600 yards) and is open to teams of six serving members 
from units of H.M. Forces. The Army has not won this 
match for many many years, and our success was most warmly 
received in Army Circles. Of our team of six in this match, 
five qualified for the second stage of The Queen's, and 
of these, Lieutenant-Colonel Walsh, Lieutenant-Colonel Ward, 
Captain Tate and Lieutenant Insall all qualified for the final 
stage. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Fletcher failed to make the final stage 
by two points. However, he won a silver medal for his excel-
lent score of 100 out of 105 in the first stage, and also won 
a bronze medal in the Donaldson Aggregate. Lieutenant 
Insall, as usual, finished well up in the prize list of a numljer 
of competitions. Major Gilbertson scored a possible in a 
900 yards "Extra," and Captain Tate distinguished himself 
by winning two Highest Possible Score bronze crosses. In 
the Daily Telegraph, he scored his possible at 300 yards, 
and was eventually placed eighth after the tie-shoot. His 
other possible was at 300 yards in the second stage of The 
Queen's. 

Our team of four, Lieutenant-Colonel Walsh, Lieutenant-
Colonel Ward, Captain Tate and Lieutenant Insall, were placed 
third in the Steward, a shoot of ten rounds each at 200, 300 and 
600 yards, open to civilian rifle clubs and teams from H.M. 
Forces. Our sgore was only three points behind the winning 
score. 

The members of the Corps in the Army X X team were 
Lieutenant - Colonel Walsh, Lieutenant - Colonel Fletcher, 
Lieutenant-Colonel Ward, Major Exell, Captain Tate and 
Lieutenant Insall. Each received a silver m^al. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Walsh and Lieutenant-Colonel Ward also 
shot for the Army XII in the I.S. Long Range Match. 

In the Corporation of the City of London, a ten-round 
shoot at 1,000 yards, Lieutenant-Colonel Ward scored 46 out 
of 50 and was placed sixth. 

Captain Tate shot for Ireland in the National and Lieutenant-
Colonel Walsh in the National, MacKinnon and Elcho. 

Sub Machine Gun: The Corjw team was placed fourth in 
the S.M.G. Match, being only eight points behind the second 
team. With practice, we could have done a lot better. In 
the individual S.M.G. Match, Lieutenant-Colonel Walsh was 
placed ninth. 

Match Rifle: Lieutenant-Colonel Walsh was the only member 
of the Corps to shoot matdh rifle. He lost the Ogden (15 
rounds at 1,000 yards and 15 rounds at 1,100 yards) after a 
tie shoot, was second in The Edge (15 rounds each at 1,000, 
1,100 and 1,200 yards) was placed fourth in two matches 

and eighth in another two. For his good work for Ireland 
with this weapon and with the S.R. (b) Rifle, he has now been 
elected a member of the Coimoil of the Irish Qub. 

Non-Central A.R.A. Matches and Small Bore: T o conclude, 
mention must be made of our successes in Non-Central and 
Small Bore Matches. 

Non-Central: 9th Regiment won The Corps Shield (A.R.A. 
Match 50). Last year they won the " Abroad Series " of the 
match. 

243 Squadron (Southern Command) won the Pistol and 
S.M.G. Match (Minor Units) (A.R.A. Match 62). 

Sergeant H. Simister, iitih Regiment, was placed second in 
the individual S.R. (b) Rifle Match and Lieutenant-Colonel D. 
C. Ward third. 

Small Bore: 7th Regiment have had an outstanding record 
during the last three years in the No. 8 rifle matches. 

They won the Unit Team Small Bore Championship (A.R.A. 
Matoh 79) for the third year in succession and regained the 
Company Cup (A.R.A. Match 82), which they last won two 
years ago. They were also placed second in The Young 
Soldiers Cup. 

In Che Three Positions Match (A.R.A. Match 87) Corporal 
J. Dark of 9th Regiment was placed fifth and Lieutenant-Ojlonel 
C. V. Walsh sixth. 

Bulford Rifle Meeting 

Begins on next page 

BATES 
Hatter & Military Cap Manufacturer 

21a JERMYN STREET, LOXDON, S.W.1 
Tel. REGent 2722 One minute from Piccadilly Circus 

Specialists in Regimental Caps for 

ROYAL SIGNALS 
and to many other Corps and Regiments 

'Bates" lightweight khaki S.D. Cap is made to one 
finest quality only, and at a most reasonable price. 

We have no second quality cap. 
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More Good Shooting at Bulford 

Hundred Competitors in Corps Rifle Meeting 

CHAMP ION TEAM CORPS RIFLE MEET ING 1963—NORTHERN COMMAND CORPS METHUEN TEAM 1963 

Sergeant Geere, Major R. H. Gilbertson, Sergeant Thornbury , Lieutenant-
Colonel D. C . Ward (Secretary Corps Shooting), Major J . Weston, Second-
Lieutenant P. E. A . Chaddock, Lieutenant-Colonel M. J . R. Fletcher, M.B.E. , 
Major-General A . M. W . Whist ler , C .B . , C .B .E . . Major J . Cox , Brigadier E. I. E. 

Mosley, Second-Lieutenant J. A . F. Juniper 

Corps Rifle Meeting, 1963 
r r i H E meeting was held at Bulford on 17th, i8th, I9rh and 
J - 20th June. There were over a hundred competitors, which 

was an increase over the entry of the previous year. T w o 
Squadrons, 209 Squadron (Infantry Brigade Group) and 247 
(Gurkha) Squadron elected to compete against the major 
units rather than combine with other minor units to form a 
major unit, and 247 (Gurkha) Squadron are to be congratulated 
in winning the Roberts Gup. 

The weather was the worst we have ever had, and taxed 
both the patience and skill of the competitors and range staff. 
It was most encouraging to note that, under these trying <»n-
ditions, the scores were, in general, higher than in previous 
years. This high standard was confirmed at Bisley, where we 
had a record number of seven in the Army Hundred, and 35 
of the 60 competitors attending Bisley qualified for stage two 
of the Army Championship. 

We discarded the Britannia this year and reinstated the 
Methuen, in order to give more practice at this match to 
prospective members of the Corps team and also to those who 
qualified for the Army Hundred. It was a good move and 
will be repeated next year. 

The standard of all teams competing was fairly even, with 
the gratifying result that each rifle match was won by a 
different team. The Champion Team result was in doubt until 
the last man had fired in the S.M.G. Match. Southern Com-
mand had started with a very poor Roupell and the ninety 
points handicap they incurred here was gradually reduced 
until, with only the S.M.G. match to go, they had, in fact, 
just got their nose in front of Northern Command. However, 
Northern summoned all their skill in the S.M.G. Match and 
managed to win both it and the championship. They deserved 
the highest praise for their efforts, as only with the greatest 
difficulty h'ad they been able to raise a team of eight at the 
very last moment. 

Of the individuals. Corporal W. A. Hughes, of ist Regiment, 
was outstanding with the rifle, and also Lieutenant D. 
H. Insall, of 21st Regiment, who had not previously entered a 
meeting with an S.L.R. Second-Lieutenant J. A. F. Juniper, 
in his first year with the Corps, and also with Uttle practice, was 
our Champion Shot (Rifle and S.M.G.) and shows great promise 
for the future. 

W.O. I I A . A . Copestake, W.O . I I W . D. Landymore, Corporal R. Wade, W.O . I I 

J . G . Turner , Second-Lieutenant P. E, A , Chaddock, Corporal W , Bell, Lieutenant 

D . H. Insall, Lieutenant-Colonel C . V. Walsh (Team Captain), Major G . A . S. 

Exel l , Captain H. MacMorran, Lance-Corporal H . O'Nei l l 

247 (Gurkha) Squadron were unfortunately unable to compete 
in the Methuen, and this dropped them out of the Champion 
Team Trophy. Their shooting has improved considerably 
during the past year and they would probably have finished 
second or third had they been able to complete the full meeting. 

Major-General A. M. W. Whistler, C.B., C.B.E., in his address, 
before presenting the prizes, congratulated the competitors on 
their very high standard of shooting, under difficult conditions, 
and said he hoiked that they would shoot even better when at 
Bisley. He said he was pleased to see that the number of imit 
and team entries was higher than in previous years and that 
I St Regiment, 7th Regiment and 247 (Gurkha) Squadron had 
all sent teams from B.A.O.R. We would like to see more teams 
from there. He thanked Southern Command for having 
organised and run the meeting, and all the units, including the 
Training Brigade, who had provided the very efficient range 
staff. He then presented the prizes to the following: 

Match 6 (RoupelV) and the Maresfield Cup 

Winning T e a m 
Winner, Q a s s A 
Winner, Q a s s B 

Northern Command 
Corporal W . Bell, 30th Regiment 
Signalman Nainabal^dur Sunwar, 

247 (Gurkha) Squadron 

Score 

832 
162 

151 

Match 7 (.Whitehead) and the S.O.-in-C.'s Cup 

Winning T e a m Southern Command 
Winner, Class A Sergeant G . F . Smith, 14th Regiment 
Winner, Q a s s B Corporal R. Sladden, Signal Training Wing, 

R . M . 

Match 8 (Roberts) and the Colonel Commandant's Cup 

247 (Gurkha) Squadron 
Lance-Corporal Bhimra-j Sahi, 247 (Gurkha) 

Winning T e a m 
Winner, Class A 

Winner, O a s s B 

Match I I (Bisley) Cup 

Squadron 
Corporal B. W . Maltby , 7th Regiment 

Winner 

Second 
T h i r d 

Lieutenant - Colonel C . V . Walsh, 243 
Squadron 

Lieutenant D . H . Insall, 21st Regiment 
Lieutenant F . R. Maynard, n t h Regiment 

Match 12 (.Revolver) 

Winner 
Second 
T h i r d 

Major G . A . S. Exell , 8th Regiment 
Lieutenant D . H . Insall, 2 is t Regiment 
Corporal R. Wade, n t h Regiment 

748 
146 

140 

545 

124 
117 

136 
130 

82 
82 
81 
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Match 41 (Methuen) 
Winning Team 
Winner, Class A 

Winner, Class B 

Western Command 
Second-Lieutenant J. A. F. Juniper, 3 H.Q. 

and Signal Regiment 
Corporal D. G. Twigg, 24th Regiment 

Match 32 (S.M.G.) and the Catterick Cup 
Wiiming Team 
Winner, Class A 
Winner, Class B 

Champion Rifie Shot 

Runner-up 

Best Gurkha Shot 

Northern Command 
Sergeant D. R. Daniels, n t h Regiment 
Sig.-alman R. D. Kennington, 216 Squadron 

Corporal W. A. Hughes, ist Regiment 
Second-Lieutenant J. A. F. Juniper, 3 H.Q. 

and Signal Regiment 

Signalman Nainabahadur Sunwar, 
247 (Gurkha) Squadron 

Champion Shot 

Runner-up 
Third 

Champion Team Trophy 

Runners-up 

Second-Lieutenant J. A. F. Juniper 
Lieutenant D. H. Insall 
Corporal W. A. Hughes 

Northern Command 
Southern Command 

784 

478 
132 
129 

552 

548 

466 

673 
669 
660 

3,268 
3,238 

British Forces Gliding in Germany 
r i ^ H E Corps owns a two-seater Rhonlerche (Ka 4) glider, 
JL which is operated at the Phoenix Gliding Club, R.A.F., 

Briiggen, West of Monchengladbach. Whilst members of the 
Corps are therefore particularly welcome to fly there, they can 
(like any other Serviceman, woman or dependant) take up 
membership with the Army Club at Hildesheim, or with the 
other two R.A.F. sponsored clubs which are at Laarbruch, 
north-east of Venlo, and Geilenkirchen, east of Maastricht. 

Each of these clubs has two two-seater machines, two or three 
German-type primary solo gliders and two higher performance 
sailplanes, either Olympia, Weihe, K a 6 or Skylark. T h e Army 
club is slightly the poor relation, in that a Swallow is the 
highest performance machine held there. 

Costs are moderate. In fact they are probably the lowest in 
the world. At Briiggen, for example, typical charges are: 
Corporals and below, 2 D M per month for membership (3/7d.), 
.40 Pfgs. per launch (8^d.); Sergeants and above, 4 D M member-
ship, I to 1.50 D M per launch. 

Then there is a soaring fee, which brings the cost of an 
hour's gliding up to almost 10/—^but read o n : 

Why glide? For thrills. T o meet a challenge. T o learn 
a new skill. T o get away from it all. T o get some fresh air. 
T o mix with another Service. T o meet people who are alive. 
T o have something to really live for. T o learn about engines, 
winches, air frames, spray painting, and, above all, the weather. 
T o be nearer to God. I have heard all these said. They are all 
true. 

Who glides? Largely, of course, the ground crews of the 
Royal Air Force, because there are more of them on a R.A.F. 

station than of any other types. But I have seen a Corporal 
transport driver instructing a Group Captain who was a power 
pilot of some thousands of hours' experience. I have seen a 
junior technician of the R.A.F. teaching a Lieutenant-Colonel of 
the W.R.A.C. (and vice versa), and a R.E.M.E. Sergeant teach-
ing a Squadron Leader. T h e answer is, we A L L glide—pro-
viding the blood is red enough! If you are an outdoor type 
and have any of the skills of ski-ing, driving, riding and sailing, 
you will learn to glide in 20 to 50 lessons—at about three lessons 
a visit. 

Transport is usually the difficuhy—getting to the airfield, 
although any car-owning gliding enthusiast—of any rank—^will 
be pleased to give you a lift. In B.A.O.R., however, all Signal 
units have a P.R.I.-owned 'bus which the Nuffield Trust has 
generously given. Six to ten at a time then, let's go gliding! 

T h e Royal Signals Gliding Representative (B.A.O.R.) c/o 
28th Regiment, B.F.P.O. 34) will fill in any gaps—or better still, 
come out to one of the clubs on Saturday, Sunday or a public 
holiday, and take a ride. Learn to go solo in the winter—^join 
N O W — a n d be ready for soaring by next spring. 

Request to R o y a l Signals G l ider P i lots 
We are compiling a roll of those of the Corps who gUde. 

Would you please drop a note to O.C. 3rd Regiment, Bulford, 
Salisbury, Wilts., U . K . , or to O.C., 28th Regiment, B.F.P.O. 34, 
of your qualifications and experience? 

Cricket 
Results of Corps Matches played in July 

iQth/iith July V. Royal Marines. 
Royal Marines 183 for 9 declared (Mallinson 58 not out; Walmsley 

3 for 36, Roberts 3 for 52) and 128 (Mallinson 6i; Walmsley 
3 for 43). 

Royal Signals 170 (Coulter 3 for 26) and 113 for 9 (Christie 50; Lake 
5 for 17). 

Match Drawn. 

iJth/lSth July V. R.A.O.C. 
Royal Signals 175 (Christie 68; Farrally 4 for 73) and 128 for 8 dec. 

(Flack 6 for 41). 
R.A.O.C. 121 (Walmsley 4 for 55; Pocock 3 for 35) and 80 (Waamsley 

5 for 42, Crichlow 5 for 20). 
Royal Signals won by 102 runs. 

AJ.R. and LA. 

Major Donald Scarfe settles into the "Rhelnland" 

80th R E G I M E N T ( A . E . R . ) 

Accompanied by a spell of pretty indifferent weather. Both 
Regiment assembled at Blandford during the last week-end of 
April to carry out annual training. We were without elements 
of 3 Squadron, who were to join us at the end of the first week. 
Their energies were being saved for an exercise taking place 
during the week following the camp period for the remainder 
of the Regiment. 

In his opening address, Lieutenant-Colonel L . Hancock, 
E.R.D., told us of the forthcoming reorganisation, and it was 
pleasing to leam that we shall continue as a unit in number, 
albeit with a revised constitution. T h e internal organisation of 
the Regiment, begun so successfully last year, was continued, 
and a Oimmand Group establish^. Once the preliminary 
addresses, reading of the " r i o t act," etc., were over, training 
started in earnest early on Monday morning. Stores were drawn 
from our late R.S.M., now Lieutenant (Q.M.) E. W. Packham, 
who already appears to have acquired much of the adroitness 
associated with a practised Quartermaster. A n intensive trade 
training programme was soon in full swing; there were many 
new recruits to classify as tradesmen and, since the A.E.R. is 
being brought into line with the trade quaUfication requirements 
of the Regular Army, several senior N.C.O.s were due to be 
upgraded to Class II tradesmen. 

A n early visitor dropped in by helicopter on Tuesday. 
Lieutenant-General Sir Roderick McLeod, K.C.B., C.B.E., 
G . O . C . - i n ^ . Eastern Command, appeared impressed by what 
he saw of the Regiment at work. 

On Wednesday, assembly for first works parade coincided 
with a fire. Having had a practice run only two days before, 
we all knew what was expected of us. T h e fire (a minor affair 
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in a nearby married quarter) was efficiently dealt with by the 
picquet under the supervision of Lance-Corporal Shellard, and 
the Regiment, which had properly fallen in by the square, 
was marched on to the parade ground and drilled by R.S.M. 
Gorton. As the session progressed, it became increasingly more 
obvious to spectating officers that there were soldiers on the 
square who were strangers to us and had inadvertendy joined 
our ranks when the alarm sounded. Not unnaturally, they 
seemed distressed by the violence of their exercise, but the 
R.S.M. was clearly not a force to argue with, and they re-
mained to the end. As they made their final escape, it was easy 
to imagine the opening gambit in the N A A F I of " a horrible 
thing happened to me on the way back from breakfast this 
morning." 

From the exercise point of view, we were fortunate in being 
able to join forces with, and provide communications for, o t̂her 
arms. Passing traffic with some meaning was a welcome change 
from interminable dummy messages, which are almost as 
frustrating to write as to transmit. Firstly, we loaned some 
radio detachments to the Intelligence Corps, camping nearby, but 
the main exercise was planned around the provision of a 150-
mile link between a R.A. T . A . Regiment, on Dartmoor, and an 
R.A.F. Station. For a change, the toss favoured i Squadron, 
most of whom were treated to the comforts provided by the 
R.A.F. (and W.R.A.F.!) . T h e one real case of hardship appears 
to concern the officer who was temporarily cut off from his 
personal supply of champagne. 

2 Squadron departed to Dartmoor to enjoy the excellent 
hospitality of the " Geordie " Gunners. Some seven miles or 
so of cable was laid across the moor on a compass bearing— 
it traversed two live firing ranges, which meant a pretty tight 
schedule for those involved. Sites were established at fairly 
high and remote spots, which rapidly disappeared into the 
clouds, and the administration area at the relatively low altitude 
of i,2ooft. provided a welcome refuge from the rnisty heights. 

With the departure of i and 2 Squadrons for home, 3 
Squadron began preparations for their forthcoming exercise with 
the T . A . in Wales. As last year they were providing the 
umpires' radio net, and set off on the iso-mile journey early on 
I2th May. On arrival operators and support personnel soon 
integrated themselves with the Staff and got down to work. 
Most people had enough spare time to see a little of the battle 
which was brought to a successful and satisfactory conclusion. 

Throughout this, and indeed all our exercises, there was a 
general feeling of satisfaction at all levels at having real customers 
to use our communication systems. Apart from providing a 
more realistic concept of things, it is always interesting to meet 
soldiers in other arms and get some insight into their work. 
We hope the practice can be continued in future years. 

This was the last camp for the Second-in-Command, Major 
P. R. King, E.R.D., and for Major (T.O.T.) R. C. Steel, who 
wiU both be retiring on 31st October after many years of valuable 
service to the A.E.R. We wish them well and hope to see 
them from time to time. 

47th R E C I M E N T ( T . A . ) 
M I D D L E S E X Y E O M A N R Y 

( T h e D u k e of Cambr idge ' s H u s s a r s ) 

Camp News.—All systems g o ! — w a s the cry, and G o ! G o ! 
G o ! we did, throughout our fortnight's annual training, spent 
under canvas, at Dibgate Camp, Shomcliffe, Kent, in mid-
July. 

Individual Training the first week, followed by Trade Boards 
and a three-day tactical operation the second. A C.O.'s Parade 
during the first week-end and the " D " Squadron pass-off 
parade (recruits from 17 weeks' primary training) at the be-
ginning of the second—together with V.I.P. visits and the Inter-
Squadron Efficiency Competitions, winners of which were: 

Communications Centre Competition, " B " Squadron; Line-
Laying Competition, " C " Squadron; Guard Mounting Com-
petition, " C " Squadron. 

Amongst the visitors was Brigadier H. E. C. Weldon, 
Secretary of the County of London T . A . Association, who 
we were particularly delighted to see, to enable us to present 
him with a Regimental Recruiting Badge for introducing a 
recruit to the Regiment. 

The Middlesex Yeomanry Band, led by Bandmaster Tamplin and 
The Drum Major, Staff-Sergeant Miller 

Special mention must be made of both our L . A . D . teams for 
the successful rescue of a heavy vehicle (well done. Sergeant 
Ulph!) and the Band, who, in addition to their Regimental 
commitments, managed to fit in two public performances in 
Folkestone. 

Miscellaneous Military Activity. In the spring/summer 
period under review, this has included: Acting as hosts to 
84th Regiment A.E.R., on their training week-end. T h e pro-
vision, in March, of a communications demonstration and lecture, 
for Cadets of the Battersea Cadet Company of the 4th Bn. The 
Queen's Royal Surrey Regiment. T h e provision of the Band 
and a full-dress guard of honour in our Hussar uniform 
(Middlesex Yeomanry, Duke of Cambridge's Hussars) for the 
Wandsworth Military Ball, held at Wandsworth Town Hall in 
April. T h e provision of a detachment representing the Middle-
sex Yeomanry, at the Cavalry Memorial Parade in Hyde Park 
in May. Finally, winning the team championship of the Royal 
Signals (Eastern Command) Rifle Association's 1963 Small Bore 
Postal Shoot, with W.O.II Waters as runner-up in the Individual 
Championship. 

The Hand , under Bandmaster Tamplin, goes from 
strength to strength. Now fully up to establishment, and with 
a waiting list, its contribution to our Regimental development 
programme is very real indeed, particularly in terms of creating 
and maintaining good public relations, as reflected in their 
engagements (including playing at the Royal Tournament and 
on the island site in Sloane Square, Chelsea), and the numbers 
of letters of appreciation received in respect of their efforts. 
Typical examples being letters from the Governor of the Royal 
Hospital, Chelsea, and the Mayor of Camberwell, respectively 
expressing appreciation of the Band's performance to In-
Pensioners in the Hospital Grounds, and the Regimental 
Trumpeters at the Camberwell Civic Service, both in June. 

Social Activities have included a dance, in April> at our Putney 
T . A . Centre, run by the Warrant Officers' and Sergeants' Mess 
for Junior N.C.O.'s of the Regiment, which proved a great 
success. Farewell parties- in March, to Staff Sergeant D . Palmer, 
who was presented with a silver rosebowl, and Sergeant G . L . 
Jones, who was presented with a silver salver and an inscribed 
scroll, signed by his fellow members. A dinner by the Officers' 
Mess to " dine o u t " our late Training Major, Major G . F. M . 
Pike, who, in responding, caused much amusement with " thumb-
nail portraits" of various members of the Mess, which were 
both witty and shrewd. This tradition was followed by Colonel 
Simon Beazley, our late C.O., when he was " dined o u t " at 
Camp in July. 

Honours . Congratulations to W.O.II E. C. Skitt, on being 
awarded the British Empire Medal in the Queen's Birthday 
Honours List. 

Obi tuary . It was with deep regret that we learnt of the 
recent death of two very eminent ex-members of the Middlesex 
Yeomanry, Sir Adrian Carton de Wiart, v.c., aged 83, who 
enlisted into the Regiment at the outbreak of the Boer War; 
and Major-General Lord Bumham, D.s.o., M.C., aged 73, who, 
as Lieutenant-Colonel F. Lawson, commanded the Middlesex 
Yeomanry during the latter part of World War I. 
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THE A S S O C I A T I O N O F SERVICE NEWSPAPERS ADVERTISEMENT PAGES, 
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Whichever way 
you look at it, 
Nescafe is 
the best coffee 

NESCAFE Is a registered trade mark to designate Nestli's instant coffee. 
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THE ASSOCIATION OF SERVICE NEWSPAPERS ADVERTISEMENT PAGES, 
67/68 JERMYN STREET, ST. JAMES'S, S.W.I. TEL. WHITEHALL 2504 

FAMOUS DRINKS IN YOUR MESS 
R U T H E R F O R D & M I L E S 

O l d T r i n i t y H o u s e 
B U A L 

M A D E I R A 

C H A M P A G N E 

COGNAC 

COURVOISIER 

^kL. 

N O V A L 
1957 

L A T E B O T T L E D 
V I N T A G E 

WILUAMSS HUMBERT'S 

DRYSACK 

PALATE 

H A W K E R ' S 
P E D L A R 

S L O E G I N 
JAMES HAWKER &C0., LTD. 
Estd. 1808 

Bji Appointmenc 
a H.M. the Queen 

Purveyor! ©{ 

PLYMOUTH SI" c.n 

L E M O N H A R T J A M A I C A R U M . 

L A M B ' S N A V Y R U M . 

COFFEE 
W / LIQUEUR 

jell® d ic t ine 
THE WORLD FAMOOS LIQUEUR 

^CHAMPAGNE 

These and all other famous 

drinks are obtainable 

through N.A.A.F.I. 

SOUTH AFRICAN 
SHERRY 

The Luxury you can ajford 

H I M S S l / P U R C H A ^ e 
/ / 

A / O I A / A V A I L A B L E I N T H E C/AT 

CONSULT 
NAAF! 
FIRST. o e o o 

Write or telephone to; 
C o n t r o l l e r of 
C r e d i t Services, 
N A A F I , London, S.E. I I 
Te l . RELiance 1200 
Ext . 757 

As well as In GERMANY, GIBRALTAR, SINGAPORE, MALAYA or HONG KONG 
Lower hire-purchase charges than are usually obtainable (at present 6i per cent per annum). 
Deposit of 20 per cent—25 per cent if the price includes Purchase Tax—of the total you want 
Naafi to advance (although in some cases a higher deposit is required). 
Up to three years in which to pay off the balance. 
Free life cover where all arrangements, including comprehensive car insurance, are effected 
through Naafi. This means that no further instalments are payable in the event of death. 
Cost of first year's comprehensive insurance premium on the car can be included. 
For those going abroad, protection, at exceptionally low rates, against three-quarters of 
the liability for Purchase Tax and Import Duty in the event of premature repatriation. For many 
popular makes of car the rates are £4 for British cars and £9 for foreign cars. 
Naafi Will Finance 
• Purchase of the car and any extras and accessories 
• Comprehensive insurance premium on the car for the first year 
• Purchase Tax and Import Duty cover 
• Reasonable freight charges and transit insurance in most cases if you are posted and 

the car has to be transferred before you have finished paying the instalments 
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[Courtesy of Scarborough & District Newspaper 

The 51st Regiment Pipes and Drums during "Retreat" at Burniston. 
Barracks, Scarborough 

51st ( I I . ) R E G I M E N T ( T . A . ) 

T h e main event of the training year is, of course, annual camp, 
and this year i and 2 Squadrons along with 334 Squadron spent 
a fortnight in July at Burniston Barracks, Scarborough. T h e 
weather was kind to us this time, in contrast, not only to 
previous years, but also to the conditions our nearest and 
dearest were experiencing at home. 333 Squadron were in 
camp separately at Bellerby, providing communications for 
152 Brigade. So secret must their activities have been, that 
not a word has reached the unit scribe, so I can say no more 
than that they got very wet during the fortnight. 

During the early part of the second week the Regiment was 
engaged in Exercise " Chalk Strip," and we are happy to 
report that communications were good throughout. Perhaps 
the best story of the exercise concerns R S.M. T . W . Jackson, 
who tore himself away from his beloved square for a few 
hours to journey to the sharp end of the battle to see how 
the troops in the field were faring. He was to be observed 
shortly afterwards busily tying back field cable on a Yorkshire 
roadside and loudly decrying the Line detachment which had 
laid it so badly. Quarter-of-a-mile further along the same road 
the observer would have seen two Linemen untying the same 
line with a view to its being reeled in. Someone should have 
told him! 

During camp the usual Regimental competitions took place. 
1 Squadron (Aberdeen) won the Lines Competition and the 
Drill Cup, and 334 Squadron (Kirkcaldy) won the sports by 
a considerable margin. 

T h e Regimental Pipes and Drums_had a full engagement book, 
with performances in and around Scarborough at which they 
and our W.R.1A.C. Dancers were very well received. Perhaps 
the outstanding engagement was the shortest—a special request 
performance for 15 minutes in Bridlington's Spa Royal Hall, 
during the celebrations preceding the crowning of " Miss 
Bridlington 1 9 6 3 " which took place as part of the town's 
" Scottish Week." So much interest was shown in the Band 
that the Retreat ceremony at the barracks was twice open to 
the general public who attended in large numbers and responded 
generously to an appeal on behalf of the Corps Benevolent 
Fund. 

Among the many visitors to Burniston Barracks were our 
Divisional Commander, Major-General D . B. Lang, the C.S.O. 
Scottish Command, Colonel R. Linton, our Honorary Colonel, 
Colonel J. Cochran, O.B.E., T.D., and we were pleased also to 
welcome Lieutenant-Colonel G . Peat, of 24th Regiment, and his 
Second-in-Command, Major J. E. Evans, M.c. (our former 
Adjutant). 

A t the beginning of October the Regiment will be taking 
part in the Sist (Highland) Divisional Reunion at Perth, when 
the finals of numerous competitions, which have been going on 
since the beginning of the year, will be held. In the Battle 
Training Competition, at Cultybraggan, in March, a team from 
2 Squadron (Stirling) was placed eighth in a field of 22 teams, 
a performance which is all the more creditable when one 
remembers that they beat several infantry teams. Our placing 
in the driving competition was not too good, but in the 
individual results our Bedford 3-ton, crewed by Corporal 
Cameron and Signalman Hughes, was placed second. A t the 
time of writing, the Regiment is 15th in a field of 24 units. 

[Courtesy of Scarborough & District Newspaper 

Colonel R. Linton, C.S.O. Scottish Command, and Lieutenant-
Colonel T. B. S. McMain, M.B.E., T.D. visit the Signal Centre during 

"Exercise Chalk Str ip" at Scarborough 

332 ( C I T Y OF LOIVAOIV) SiJUADHlON, T .A . 

This year, the Squadron, for the first time since its formation 
in April, 1961, from the previous 56th (City of London) Signal 
Regiment, T .A . , attended annual camp with its Brigade, 56 
(Infantry) Brigade (T.A.), at West Tofts Camp, from 22nd June 
to 6th July. 

T h e first week was devoted to Troop and Squadron training, 
which included radio relay, line laying, radio exercises, and an 
intensive conversion course for those members of the Squadron 
who have to become Drivers, Royal Signals, by next September. 
T h e highlight of the first week's training was a very interesting 
and enjoyable exercise held in Rutland, where, apart from the 
communications aspect, the more junior members were initiated 
into the art of camouflage and of getting vehicles into harbour. 

A t the invitation of the O.C., Major J. H. Batchelor, T.D., 
Lieutenant-Colonel R. C. S. Collinson, C.O., 54 (E.A.) Regiment 
(T.A.), came down from Cambridge on the middle Saturday to 
inspect the Squadron and its transport. T h e subsequent march 
past, when Colonel Collison took the salute, was quite im-
pressive and reflected great credit on all ranks who took part 
in the parade. 

T h e second week was devoted to a series of Battalion 
exercises, for which the Squadron provided Battalion rear link. 
Brigade and controlling staff communications. Needless to say, 
these communications were highly successful, and some very 
nice comments were made by the Commander and his staff. 

Despite rather indifferent weather, an extremely pleasant two 
weeks passed almost too quickly for some of us, culminating, 
on the last Friday, in a Squadron dinner, held at tihe Ram 
Hotel, Brandon, when the number of toasts drunk, and the 
speeches made, were reminiscent of a Kremlin banquet, before 
someone went on the water wagon. 

ROYAL SIGNALS STABLE BELTS 

New Regulation Pattern with Straps 

Made up as required 

E X P O R T - - each 9/2 

U.K. incl. P. T a x - „ 9/10 
(Postaee Extra) 

T. FROST (Saddlers) BAWTRY 
Nr. D O N C A S T E R 
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58th Regiment, T.A. at Burniston Barracks, Scarborough 

[Photographs by courtesy Photoservicesf Scarborough 

I. " U p she goes." Radio Relaymen about to erect a Tagi Aerial. 2. Lunch time in the dining hall. Captain F. Annan, the Messing Officer 
in attendance. 3. No. 2 Squadron, Newcastle-under-Lyne, marches past, led by Captain B. Crust. 4. Instructions to Electrician Drivers on 

the intricacies of generators. 

BY APPOINTMENT TO HER MAJESTY THE QUESN 
GOLDSMITHS & CROWN JEWELLERS, 
GARRARD & CO. LTD. 

R O Y A L S IGNALS 

9 ct. gold and enamel 

R O Y A L S IGNALS 

9 ct. gold and enamel 

THE BADGE OF Y O U R COKPS 

In gold and enamel or set w i t h 

precious stones, a badge b r o o c h is 

a g i f t o f lasting charm. Here 

is a p iece o f j ewel lery w h i c h is 

always appropriate and always 

in p e r f e c t taste. W r i t e n o w f o r 

details to o u r military department. 

GARRARD & CO. LTD. Crown Jewellers 

1 1 2 R E G E N T S T R E E T - L O N D O N 
Telephone: REGENT 7020 (11 lines) 

W . l 
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Welfare Section 
Below, an attempt is made to describe, with suitable 
anonymity, four cases taken from the Welfare Section 

files concluded during the first week in August. 

S E R G E A J ^ T , 1923-27 & 1940-42.—Wife and one child. He is very 
gravely ill, and the Fund helped by paying his electricity bill. 

S I G N A L M A N , 1940-46.—Suffers from an incurable disease and is com-
pletely paralysed. His vsddowed mother looks after him. T h e Fund 
contributed towards the cost of a holiday to give him a change and 
his mother a rest. 

W I D O W O F S .Q.M.S. , 1924-53, who died suddenly in June, 1963. She 
is a permanent invalid, cared for by her 19-year-old daughter. T h e 
Fund paid off a hire purchase commitment to relieve her of a worry. 

D R I V E R , 1938-44. P .O.W. 1940-43. He and his wife are both in 
hospital, seriously ill. T h e Fund made a grant for rates and hire 
purchase. 

Royal Signals Association and Benevolent Fund 
The following subscriptions were most gratefully received during July, 

1963: 1963: 
£ s. d. 

School of Signals (Proceeds of Bottle Stall) IS 0 0 
8th Regiment 30 0 0 
24th Regiment 41 7 11 
24th Regiment (Officers* Mess) 
Army Apprentices' School 

4 6 0 24th Regiment (Officers* Mess) 
Army Apprentices' School 5 18 6 
224 Squadron 12 12 9 
64th Regiment, T . A . (2 Squadron) 7 0 3 
308 Squadron, T . A 7 0 0 
14th Regiment (3 Squadron) 4 0 0 
45th (Essex) Regiment, T . A . 3 4 0 
47th (Middlesex Yeomanry) Regiment, T . A . (W.O.s and Sgts.) 2 0 0 
241 Squadron 10 9 2 
59th Regiment, T . A 1 0 0 
7th Regiment 239 9 2 
l6th Regiment 183 0 0 
2ist Regiment 5 13 11 
229 Squadron (Berlin) 10 0 0 
236 Squadron ( C O M C A N ) 
H.Q., Middle East Command 

10 0 0 236 Squadron ( C O M C A N ) 
H.Q., Middle East Command 2 0 0 
9th Regiment 18 I I 0 
259 Squadron ( C O M C A N ) (Garden Fete & All Raiiks' Dance) 
H.Q., Allied Forces, Northern Europe 

30 18 8 259 Squadron ( C O M C A N ) (Garden Fete & All Raiiks' Dance) 
H.Q., Allied Forces, Northern Europe I 0 0 
St. Martin's Church, Catterick Camp (Royal Signals " At 

Home," 1963) 50 0 c 
P. F. Ferguson 

50 
1 10 

G . Kerridge 2 6 
W. F. H. Herdon I 0 0 
Signalman Kennerson 5 6 
J. B. Williams 2 6 
C . P. Prescot I 10 0 
G . M . Welsford I 0 0 
J. W . Prowse 5 0 
G . F. B. Grant 3 8 
R. A. Priestley 3 9 
J. F. Prideaux 7 10 
R. A. Oswick I 0 0 
D . W . Lloyd Davies I s 0 
T . A . Roberts 16 6 

Total Receipts £702 15 5 

Expenditure during July, 1963 £511 4 2 
(Includes: Rent and Rates; Beds and Bedding; 

Furniture; Cots and Prams; General Assistance. 
Analysis of Cases: 

Families of Soldiers serving in U . K . i 
Familcs of Soldiers serving in East Africa i 
Widows and dependants 7 
Released and discharged Soldiers 35 

Total cases assisted 44 

23 cases of Soldiers who served during the 1939/45 War ... £311 14 
21 cases of Soldiers who did not serve during the War £199 10 

Messrs. Thomas Cook and Sons, Travel Agents. 
Vacancies exist for Messengers. Permanent positions. Pensionable. Good 

salary, 42-hour week. U p to 50 years of age. Applications should be made 
direct to Thomas Cook & Sons, 45, Berkeley Square, London, W . i . , 
marked for attention of M r . Little, and mentioning Royal Signals 
Association. 

Cossor Electronics Ltd. 
T h e Pinnacles, EliEabeth Way, Harlow, Essex. 
Vacancies exist for Electronic Wiremen. Candidates must be able to 

read circuit diagrams and know colour code. 6/6d. per hour upwards, 
according to experience. Ex-Radar or Radio Mechanics would be suitable. 
Apply to above address, to the Personnel Dept. and mention Royal Signals 
Association. 

In addition, vacancies usually exist for Testers, Inspectors and Service 
Engineers. 

The Plessey Co. 
The Plessey C o . have a number of vacancies in the Design and Technical 

Writing fields. Salary average: £970-JC 1,200. Suitable for Senior 
Technicians or Officers leaving the C ^ p s . 

They should have a technical background and be technically inclined. 
Contact at Plessey is M r . Barrker, Personnel Dept. Tel . Ilford 3040. 

Careers and Opportunities 
Vacancy for an B.O.III (Training Aids) 

School of Signals, Catterick. 
A new R.O.II I post has been created at the School of Signals. T h e out-

line of his duties is: 
Co-ordination of design and production of training aids. 
Co-ordmation of production of lecture aids (e.g. Vufoils and slides). 
Control of central technical and tactical libraries. 
Control of Photographer, Drawing Office, and Reproduction Centre. 
Conurol of Central Lecture Ha-ll (at Blandford, and liaison with H.Q. , 

Training Brigade, Royal Signals, over the North Hall in the interim). 
T h e task will cover liaison with other schools on these and connected 

subjects. For instance, the organisation of a central Vufoil, slide and 
film library is now essential. in view of the increa-sing importance of 
training aids and new instructional techniques, the post has wide interest 
and scope. 

Candidates are being interviewed now, and it is the intention to fill 
the post by January, 1964, or earlier. Would any officer interested, write 
to the Commandant, School of Signals, Catterick Camp, Yorkshire, quoting 
Ref. No. SS/1108/A. Arrangements would be made for interviews in 
September and October, 1963. It is requested that wide publicity be 
given to this post because of its great importance and influence on training 
in Royal Signals. 

Retired Officer Appointments: Royal Signals 
Retired regular officers are needed to fill posts in Royal Signals Head-

quarters and Units at home and overseas. Applications can be considered 
now for posts in London, most Home Commands, Germany, Near East 
and Far East. 

Current national salary i s : — R . O . I I , £1,292; R .O.II I , £1,175. London 
weighting and overseas allowances are paid in addition. 

A C I 433/61 applies in regard to officers at present serving and a-bout to 
retire. 

Retired officers should apply direct to: T h e War Office, C 5 / R O , London, 

Any officer who would like further advice regarding employment in 
Royal Signals Retired Officer posts is invited to get in touch with the 
Personnel Branch; address: T h e War Office, A G i i , Stanmore, Middlesex. 

47th Regiment (Middlesex Yeomanry) 
Officers, N.C.O.s and Other Ranks lea-ving the Regular Army are in-

vited to apply to 47th Signal Regiment (Middlesex Yeomanry) (T.A.) , " G " 
Block, Duke of York's H.Q. , Chelsea, S.W.3, for details of part-time 
service in the Territorial Army. 

Radio Technician 
Radio Technician (Civilian) required to maintain and repair all types 

of W . D . high frequency radio transmitters/receivers. A knowledge of 
vehicle mounted stations would be an asset. Applicants must hold City 
and Guilds Radio II , Maths for Telecoms I I , and have had three years 
practical experience or held the military qualifications of Radio Technician, 
Royal Signals, Class T i , or the. equivalent in R.E.M.E. 

Scale of pay £12 13s. 6d. to £13 i8s. 6d. 
A p p l y : Adjutant, 52 (Lowland) Signal Regiment (T.A.) , 21, Jardine 

Street, Glasgow, N . W . T e l . : Glasgow West 8401. 

5^nd (Lowland) Signal Regiment 
Administrative Officer required in the 52 (Lowland) Signal Regiment 

(T .A.) for service with 321 Squadron, T . A . Centre, Paisley Road, Barrhead. 
T h e selected candidate will be commissioned to the rank of Captain on 

consolidated rates of pay. Applicants most suited in the post will be ex-
Service Officers up to 42 years of ags. Starting salary will be £995» rising to 
£1,085 a year, after six years' service. Allowances ca-n be claimed. 
I'enure of appointment will be three years in the first instance. 

Apply in writing to the Commanding Officer 52 (Lowland) Signal Regi-
ment (T.A.) , 21, Jardine Street, Glasgow, N.W. 

Ex-Officers, Royal Signals 
Experienced officers, ex-Royal Signals, are required in the T . A . to fill 

vacancies for Captain and Subalterns. Requirements are physical fitness 
and resident withm 30 miles of Chiswick, as well as knowledge of Royal 
Signals working. Applicants please apply to Officer Commanding, 316 
Signal Squadron (T.A.) , T . A . Centre, Stamford Brook Avenue, London, 
W.6. Drill nights are held on Tuesdays and Thursdays, should a-pplicants 
wish to call personally. Telephone numbed is RIVerside 8944. 

War Department Constabulary 
Vacaiicies occur periodically in the Force for Warrant Officers and Senior 

N.C.O.s who are about to leave the service. Application should be sub-
mitted in accordance with A C I 264/61. 

International Computers and Tabulators Ltd. 
Have a number of vacancies for Electronics Instructors at the Field 

Engineering Training Schools at Letchworth and Stevenage. Applicants 
should have a good knowledge of electronics, coupled with the ability to 
impart their knowledge to others. H . N . C . or O . N . C . (Electronics) together 
with previous instructing experience would be desirable. Applications 
particularly welcome from those who have had instructing experience in 
H . M . Forces. Successful applicants will be given the necessary training 
before talking up their duties. They will be required to find their own 
accommodation. Applications to: T h e Manager, Personnel Training and 
Services Division, International Computers and Tabulators Ltd., 149, Old 
Park Lane, London, W . i . 

Radio Mechanics 
Arc required by 3 H.Q. and Signal Regiment, Bulford Camp, for 

employment in " M ' Troop on routine maintenance and servicing of 
radio equipment. Basic pay £10 4s. 2d., rising to £ 1 2 4s. 2d. with merit 
pay. Apply to: Officer Commanding, 3 H.Q. and Signal Regiment, 
Bulford Camp, Wilts. 

Telecom Operators 
Operators are required for employment in the London area. These posts 

are permanent and pensionable after an initial probationary period. 
Salary according to Whitley Council Sca-les. 
Apply in writing to O.C. , 605 Signal Troop, Beavers Lane Camp, 

Hounslow, Middlesex. 
(Continued at foot of opposite column) 
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POSTED ABROAD? 

DRIVE A TAX-FREE 

BRITISH FORD! 
British Fords are top cars anywhere in the 
world. Fronn high speed autobahns to the 
Aden desert, British Fords take anything in 
their stride. Luxuriously. 
You can have priority delivery of any of the 
superb Ford range if you are posted abroad... 
yet you pay NO British purchase tax! 
If you have not yet departed for overseas you 
can useyournew Ford in Britain for6 months 
prior to leaving. If you are already abroad 

the Ford Motor Company will arrange ship-
ment to your base —and remember, wherever 
you are posted you'll fmd world-wide Ford 
service. 

The Ford range of quality cars includes: 
Anglia Saloon and Estate Car, Consul Cortina 
Saloons and Estate Cars, Consul Classic H litre, 
Capri, the Mklll Zephyr 4, Zephyr 6, and Zodiac 

Saloons and Estate Cars. 

See your nearest Ford Dealer today, or contact: 

FORD MOTOR COMPANY LIMITED 
88 REGENT STREET, LONDON, W1 • Regent 7272 

WORLD-WIDE FORD SERVICE 
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i R AC A L COMMUNICA T/ONS 

Due to the expansion of services to our customers, 
the following vacancy has arisen:— 

ASSISTANT INSTRUCTOR 
The successful candidate wil l be required to train customers' 
technicians on all features of RACAL communications equip-
ment and instruments and be prepared to travel overseas 
on occasions. He must also be capable of carrying out 
customers' liaison duties. 
Experience in operating and servicing high grade HF radio 
equipment and in instructing on both the theory and prac-
tical handling of such equipment essential. 
Relevant HM Forces experience wi l l be considered an asset. 

Application enclosing brief details of qualifications 
and experience and present salary to:— 

PERSONNEL MANAGER 

RACAL ELECTRONICS LIMITED 
Western Road Bracknell Berks 

Housing available 

for married men 

* * • 

Contributory 

superannuation scheme 

* * * 

Over a Century of Service 

1853-1963 
IN PRINT 
Like the Services, we also have a long tradition to 

uphold, at the same time, again like the Services, 

taking advantage of scientific progress in this age 

of mechanisation; yet maintaining, through a 

special department, a personal and helpful link 

with Service Editors, whom we are ever willing to 

advise and assist in the production of their journals. 

F . J . P A R S O N S LTD 
Lennox House, Norfolk Street, W.C.2 • Temple Bar 6591 

Works: Observer Buildings, Hastings • Hastings 1157 



No ordinary car 
The Morris 1100 is mojethan just a new name. It is a new 
car—genuinely and dyramically new. New and progress-
ive both in concept and engineering. New and years 
ahead of any other car in the world, in its suspension 
and performance, roominess and value. Come and drive 
it. We promise it will be a revelation. 

Avillable with left or right-hand drive. 
Wirranted for 12 Monlhs/12,000 miles and 
badied by B.M.C.—affording comprehen* 
sivi lacllltles all over the world. 

QUALITY FIRST 

1100 
Importer for Germany for all Nuffield products 

J. A. WOODHOUSE & CO 
5 Cologne/Braunsfeld 
108-110, Stolberger StralJe 
Tel. 5 9 3125 
SALES A N D S E R V I C E IN ALL A R E A S ' 

P E R C I V A L C O A C H E S 

JOT P R I V A T E H I R E 

Luxarj Saloon Coaches 

Available for Military 

units at short notice 

TELEPHONE: RICHMOND 23^8 

Percival Brothers (Coaches) Ltd 
53, M A R K E T P L A C E , R I C H M O N D , Y O R K S . 

By Appo i n tmen t to the Late K i ng Geo rge V 

ROGERS & CO. 
( M I L I T A R Y O U T F I T T E R S ) LTD. 

Mufti and Sporting Tailors 

Breeches Makers 

Regimental Outfitters to the Royal Signals 

33 B R U T O N S T R E E T , M A Y F A I R , W . I 
Late of 57 Jermyn Street, London, S.W. I 

Telephone : Telegraphic Address : 
Marfair 7303 "Rogers, Mayfair 7303 London 

P r o d u c d fo r the Pub l l i t i e n , T H E S I G N A L S A S S O C I A T I O N O F T H E R O Y A L C O R P S O F S I G N A L S , Che l t enham T e r r a c e , C h e l i e a , London , S . W . 3 
( Te l ephone SLOane 3477) by C O M B I N E D S E R V I C E P U B L I C A T I O N S , L T D . . 67/68 J e rmyn S t r ee t , St . James's , London , S . W . I 

P r i n t ed in G r e a t B r i ta in by F. J . P ARSONS , L T D . , Lennox House . Nor fo l k S t r ee t , London , W . C . 2 , and " Ob se r v e r " Bui ldings, Hast ings. Adve r t i s emen t Managers 
S E R V I C E N E W S P A P E R S , L T D . , 67/68 J e rmyn S t r ee t , S t . James 's , London , S . W . I Te lephone : Wh i t eha l l 2504) 
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a 
ARMIES NOW USE THE 

MILITARY MANPACK SET 
"in 
_rL 

V • 

The HF156 manpack transmitter/receiver is a tough reliable portable set selected 
by the British Army for active service in all climates. It's robust, fully sealed 
and entirely self-contained. 
Six crystal controlled channels, extreme simplicity of operation and exceptional 
range on voice and CW are some of the many features proved in 
w/orld-wide active service by fourteen armies. 

BRITISH COMMUNICATIONS CORPORATION LTD NEASDEN LONDON NW10 Tel: DOLlis HHI 8511 Cables: Britcom London 

B R I T I S H COMMUNICATIONS COHPOUTION LIMITED 



An entire-divisiona 
communication centre 
on two wheels! 

Here is a communication centre that is 
both highly mobile and fully automatic. 
Its nucleus is an Elliott 920 
Digital Computer—a truly remarkable 
example of electronic ingenuity, 
having all the speed and flexibility 
of a larger system, yet occupying 
only 4 cubic feet of space. 
It handles all reading, storing, analysing 
and routing of messages completely 
automatically. Only one man is needed 
to perform supervisory control. 
Full details of this unique system 
are available on request. 

EILIOTT Telecommunications Division' 
ELLIOTT BROTHERS (LONDON) LTD 
Elstree Way, Borehamwood, Herts. ELStree 2040 

n H A Member of the Elliott-Automation Group 
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T H E W I R E 

T l l i ; II O V A L S I G N A L ! ^ 
M A G A Z I X E 

The Official Organ of the Signals 
Association 

Editor: 

i l lUGADIEIt P . M . P . HOBSOBT, 
D.S.O. 

Assistant Editor : 
U n i G A D l E I I II . R. F I R T H 

All correspondence and matter for 
publication for THE WIRE, should be 
addressed to THE WIRE, Royal Signals 
Association, Cheltenham Terrace, Chelsea, 
London, S.W^.j. Tel. Nos. SLOane 4129 
and SLOane 3477, Ext. 143. 

M A T T E R F O R P U B L I C A T I O N 
M U S T B E R E C E I V E D B Y T H E 
I2th O F T H E M O N T H P R E C E D -
I N G P U B L I C A T I O N . 

Remittances should be made payable 
to: Royal Signals Association. Sub-
scription rates (post free, except air 
mail): Twelve months, 15/-; single 
month, 1/3. 

l i r 

OCTOBER • 1063 

Vol . 17 (New Series) No . lO 

A t the centre of our spider's web, here in Chelsea, Corps news and 
gossip comes filtering through. Sometimes people write and tell us; some-
times we hear of things on our " private grapevine." 

What is nice is that w e get to know about quite a lot of good things 
that are going on in the Corps and, wherever possible, we intend to publicise 
them in THE WIRE, either as an article or make some reference to them in 
the Editorial Column. 

Here are some of the things we have heard, or know about, which 
may be news to you and which you ought to know. 

* * * 

D o you know that apart from THE WIRE and the Corps Journal, there 
are two other excellent Corps publications? T h e s e are " Junior Mercury, ' ' 
published by our Junior Leaders Regiment, and " Signal," published by 
the i8th Regiment, Singapore. 

"Junior M e r c u r y " is a monthly newsletter which goes f rom strength 
to strength, and much of the work of compiling this admirable publication 
is in the hands of Junior Leaders themselves. " S i g n a l " appears fortnightly 
in Singapore, and is noteworthy for its go-ahead and sensible editorial policy, 
as well as its down-to-earth approach on matters of interest to its readers. 
Both these publications are a credit to those who produce them and to the 
Corps. 

* * * 

D o you know that the Corps has quite a reputation in recruiting circles 
in Slough? 

Recently your Editor had the pleasure of being invited to attend the 
opening performance of the film " T h e Longest D a y , " at the Granada Cinema, 
Slough. This performance was allied to a local recruiting drive and, at 
the cinema on the night in question, were deployed armoured vehicles, 
weapons and wirelesss equipment. In addition to this was a Military 
Band, and the guests included the M a y o r of Slough, as well as a number 
of officers and local personalities. T h e " laying-on " of this very successful 
evening was due largely to the initiative and drive of the only local repre-
sentative of the Army Recruiting organisation who, you will be glad to hear, 
is a Staff Sergeant in the Corps. Al l round the country our regular and 

special recruiters are doing a fine job, of which this is but one example. 
* * * 

D o you know that Corps sport is beginning to look up—certainly in 
the sphere of cricket. Y o u will read in this edition of how Royal Signals 
(Singapore) by using commonsense, allied to enthusiasm and determination, 
built up a cricket team that " swept the board " in local competitions. N o w 
news has just come in that the B.A.O.R. Cricket C u p final was between two 
Corps teams—the 2nd and 13th Regiments. Wel l done, indeed. T h i s really 
is something. Stop press news is that the 13th Regiment won comfortably. 

* * * 

D o you know that a parade in the 8th Regiment received very favourable 
publicity in the national Sunday press? W h y ? Because of a delightful 
compliment paid to their R . S . M . Read the ful l account that appears else-
where in this WIRE. 

* * * 

T h e s e are some of the things we thought you would like to hear about 
this month. Wil l you please write us an article, drop us a line or telephone, 
if you have some news about any of the good things that are going on in 
the Corps. 
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Sixth of a Series 

Direct to You! 
from 

THE OFFICER i/c RECORDS 
THE INSPECTOR OF TRADE TRAINING 

The following is the second of four articles to be published in successive issues of 
" The Wire," dealing with careers on the various trade rosters. Either this article or 

the following ones should be of considerable interest to many of our readers. 

Some Remarks about a Career on the Operating Roster 

EVERYONE knows the reputation of the Corps rests heavily 
on its operators, be they Telegraph, Radio, Communica-

tion Centre or Cipher, and not fo/getting Special Operators. 
Our operators have a fine tradition to maintain, and there are 
plenty of opportunities in the operating trades for a soldier to 
develop his initiative and skill. 

Once the operator achieves his first promotion to the acting 
rank of Lance-Corporal, he is placed in his turn on the Operating 
Roster as soon as there is a vacancy for substantive Lance-
Corporal, and so mounts the first rung of the ladder of sub-
stantive promotion which could take him later to Yeoman of 
Signals or Regimental Sergeant Major. 

Just as on other rosters, there are three main qualifications 
required for promotion to each rank, namely: trade rating, 
education and military proficiency. T o these must be added 
the ability to carry responsibility and to lead. Indeed, the 
higher in rank you go, the greater the responsibilities and the 
leadership expected of you. 

T o become a substantive Lance-Corporal you must have 
Class III of your trade, ACE III, and have achieved military 
proficiency at standard III. None of these are difficult to obtain 
and you ought to try to achieve them in your first eighteen 
months' service. Furthermore the sooner you make the effort to 
acquire ACE II and pass standard II of the military proficiency 
test the better. Then once you have upgraded to class II of 
your trade with the help of an upgrading course either in your 
unit or in the Training Brigade, you will be eligible for promo-
tion to Corporal as soon as you come to the top of the Lance-
Corporal promotion roll and provided your Commanding Officer 
approves. Many achieve this within their first three years' 
service. 

When an operator joins his first field unit he should seek out 
every opportunity to improve the skill in his trade, in handling 
equipment, in learning by practice procedures and in increasing 
the speed of his manipulative skill; all this will fit him to pass 
the trade test at class II standard. 

In the same period you may have the chance to learn to 
drive, which is useful not only to the Army but also to yourself, 
if later you own a car. You should welcome an opportunity 
to undertake a junior Drill and Duties or Physical Training 
Course and quality as an Assistant Instructor. The acquisition 
of such knowledge not only brings interest but also is valuable 
in that it helps to develop your versatility as a soldier, which is 
highly desirable in the all-'Regular Corps. However, these 
attributes should not be allowed to take pride of place, and so 
divert you from your main goal of becoming a top class operator. 

At present, the average time for promotion to the rank of 
Sergeant on the Operating Roster is between seven to nine 
years. This sort of timing may well foe expected over the next 
year or two. 

Thus between your promotion to Corporal, say around the 
thurd or fourth year of service, and further promotion to 
Sergeant, you may have a period of some four years. This is a 
very important time in your career. In this time you must try 
to obtain a Class I trade rating. T o assist you to do this. 
Records will nominate you, subject to C.O.'s recommendation, 
for a Class I upgrading course probably around your 6th or yth 

year of service; although, if your C.O. recommends your atten-
dance, this may take place earlier. This is an opportunity which 
you must seize; for if you fail to do so, you may not get another 
opportunity for some time, as there will be many others waiting 
for a similar chance to pass the Class I course. I would also 
advocate studying, with the help of the R.A.E.C., for your 
Army Certificate of Education Class I. This can be under-
taken one subject at a time or altogether according to your own 
preference. As was said in the previous article about Tech-
nicians, it certainly pays to get educational qualifications as 
early as you can. If you should already have made up your 
mind to try later to become a Yeoman of Signals then you 
would be well-advised, when deciding which voluntary subjects 
to take in ACE_I, to include electricity and magnetism. The 
possession of this subject could greatly assist you when you come 
to take the Yeoman's course. 

Ideally, therefore, in about your eighth year of service you 
should have achieved Class I of your trade, hold A C E 2 and at 
least some subjects towards A C E I, have passed M P T standard 
I, have become an Instructor either in your trade and/or an 
assistant instructor in at least one of such subjects as Drill 
and Duties, P.T. or weapon training, and have learned to drive. 

Promotion to the rank of Sergeant is by seniority tempered 
by merit. This means that when you become a senior Corporal 
you can expect to enter the zone for promotion, provided you 
hold the necessary qualifications and have been recommended 
for promotion at least once in the last 24 months. When your 
name is considered by a Selection Board, held at Records, the 
recommendations and reports on your performance as a Corporal 
will largely determine how much merit you are judged to have 
acquired for promotion. The better your reports and versatility, 
the more likely you are to come out high in the order of merit; 
and this determines the actual order of promotion of those 
considered by any particular Selection Board. 

It is at the time that you are a senior Corporal or junior 
Sergeant that it is most important for you to decide how you 
want to advance your military career. You are therefore advised 
to take advice from your Warrant Officers and Officers on what 
is involved, what they think you can achieve and how you 
should achieve it. I think it is true to say they will be able to 
give you better advice if you hold ACE I. I commend to you 
a study of Corps Memos Nos. 11 and 20 which are the authorita-
tive documents setting out the regulations. 

By and large there are two alternatives open to you—either 
to become a Yeoman of Signals, and perhaps later a Traffic 
Officer—an avenue which will keep you firmly in the operating 
business for the rest of your service—or to advance on the Regi-
mental Duty Roster which provides Staff Sergeants and Warrant 
Officers whose duties are primarily in the military field as 
opposed to the specialist trade field, i.e. as Troop Staff Sergeant, 
S.Q.M.S., S.S.M., R.Q.M.S. and R.S.M., and from the last 
named of which Quartermasters are commissioned. 

Whilst you must hold a Class I trade rating before you are 
acceptable to advance to the R.D. roster, this roster is a non-
trade roster. T o advance to the Yeoman's Roster, you must 
have both a Class I rating and a Class III rating, of another 
operating trade, about which I will say more on page 360. 
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When you have made your decision there are various further 
qualifications which you must obtain in order to join either 
the Yeoman of Signals Roster or the Regimental Duty Roster 
as below. 

Yeoman of Signals Roster 

1. Gain an additional Class III trade rating: as a Comcen 
or Cipher operator if you are a Radio/Telegraph/Special 
operator or as a Radio/Telegraph/Special operator if you 
are a Comcen or Cipher operator. 

2. Be recommended by your C.O. as a potential Yeoman. 

3. Pass the qualifying examination (normally held twice a 
year). 

4. Be selected for training for Y . of S. by a Selection Board. 

5. Pass Staff Sergeants Course Part I. 

6. Pass the Y . of S. Course (6 months) which results in your 
promotion to Staff Sergeant (always assuming after ist 
April, 1967, you hold A C E I). 

Regimental Duty Roster 

A pass o n : — 
1. Staff Sergeants Course Parts I and II. 
2. Either a Guards Drill Course or a Platoon Weapons Course. 

Obviously the earlier you become qualified and recommended, 
the earlier you can advance to the Yeoman of Signals Roster. 
Thus if you were very successful, in about your 8th or 9th year 
of service, you could be on a Yeoman of Signals Course. On 
passing this course, you would become a Yeoman Staff Sergeant 
(always assuming you hold M P T I, and after ist April, 1967, 
A C E I) four or five years ahead of others of your seniority who 
have decided to go onto the R.D^ Roster. 

As Sergeants of all rosters can aspire to the R.D. roster, you 
will not be considered for promotion to Staff Sergeant (R.D.) 
until your seniority, as a Sergeant, is compatible with that of 
Sergeants from others Rosters. Although one cannot be specific 
about speeds of promotion this might occur in your I2th-I4th 
year. Though, if you were promoted Sergeant at any early age, 
you might be considered earlier for Staff Sergeant. 

I have purposely left tiU the end of my remarks some advice 
about those of you who aspire to become Yeoman of Signals. 
The Yeoman's Roster was established on ist April, 1962, and 
has been for a number of reasons, slow to build up to the 
strength which the Corps wants. T h e Yeoman is the master 
operator of the Corps, just as the Foreman is the master 
technician. In the future, there is no doubt the Yeoman has 
got to understand more basic theory of communication systems, 
so that he can discuss, knowledgeably, traffic matters with the 
Foreman. It was partly for this reason that the Yeoman's 
course was lengthened recently to six months. I believe that 
the Yeoman, in a few years, will have to understand more about 
electronic devices than in the past; and the jobs he will be called 
upon to do will become even more interesting. 

As you will know, before you can sit for the qualifying exam 
for Yeoman, you must have two operating trades, one of the 
Telegraphy/Radio/Special operator variety and one of the 
Comcen/Cipher variety, one trade being at Class I and the other 
at Class III . Thus once you have decided on this avenue of 
advancement, you should do your very best to get the additional 
trade; and again, the best time to do this would be as a Corporal 
or junior Sergeant. 

In the next three or four years the opportunities for operators 
to become Yeomen will be excellent and if Y O U can become 
one, your future, subject always to a good performance, should be 
both interesting and rewarding. 

D o not for one moment believe that it is not realised what a 
challenge the achievement of the qualifications required will be, 
but there will always, thank heaven, be those who will set their 
sights high and if it takes time to achieve our aim, this will be 
preferable to lowering the high standard which we have 
demanded. 

If you now hold an additional operating trade and would like 
to practice it fuU time, ask your C.O. if he will get agreement 
of Records for you to do this; such a request will be looked 
on favourably though of course I cannot promise that in all 
cases immediate agreement wiE be forthcoming. 

If you do not want to become a Yeoman and want to do 
something interesting and rewarding, you could apply for 
training as a pilot under the terms of A C I 370/61. In my 
opinion you should not do this until after you have Class I of 
your operating trade, otherwise you could delay your promotion 
above the rank of Sergeant. T h e best age to go for pilot train-
ing, and you have first to pass some fairly stiff aptitude tests, 
is between the ages of 25 and 27 so if you joined at the age of 
18, this might mean applying in your 7th to 9th year of service. 

The Corps will be pleased if you qualify as a helicopter 
pilot; and after doing a tour at flying duties you will be able 
to come back to the R.D. roster—provided of course you have 
achieved those professional military qualifications which I have 
mentioned earlier in this article. 

Of course there are other interesting jobs for which you can 
volunteer like serving with Gurkha Signals, an experience few 
soldiers regret, training as a parachutist, or serving on second-
ment. There is not however always a requirement in such 
employment for a man with your particular trade or rank; but 
if you are interested, it may pay you to find out the form from 
your officers who can, if necessary, ask Records for information 
on your behalf. 

Who Wants Upgrading? 
T h e Courses due to start in Catterick in April, 1964, are shown 

below. These will be of interest particularly to men who will 
be R.H.E. about this time, and who may wish to apply to attend 
a Course at this time. 

Chief Clerks Course Starts 14 th April, '64 
Telegraph Technician Class II to I )3 28th April, '64 
Telegraph Technician Class III to II 55 7 t h April, '64 
Radio Technician (Lt.) Class II to I 55 7 t h April, '64 
Lineman Class II to I 55 7 t h April, '64 
Lineman Class III to II 55 14th April, '64 
Comcentre Operator Class II to I 55 7 t h April, '64 
Comcentre Operator Class III to II 55 14 th April, '64 
Electrician Driver Class II to I 55 7 t h April, '64 
Clerk Technical Class III to II 55 7 t h April, •64 
Driver Royal Signals Class II to I 55 7 t h April, '64 
Radio Operator Class II to I 55 7 t h April, '64 
Radio Operator Class III to II 55 14th April, '64 
Telegraph Operator Class II to I 55 7 t h April, '64 
Telegraph Operator Class III to II 55 7 t h April, '64 

In addition the following special courses are being run to 
give senior N . C O.s who are anxious to become Yeomen of 
Signals the opportunity to gain the requisite second trade rating: 

Radio Operators who wish to gain 
Comcentre Operator Class III 

Comcentre Operators who wish to 
gain Radio Operator Class III 

Starts 27th April, '64 

„ 27th April, '64 

Royal Signals Amateur Radio Society 
You are not fully up-to-date on your Corps activities unless 

you have read the current issue of MERCURY, the quarterly news 
sheet of the Royal Signals Amateur Radio Society. 

You can easily remedy this omission. A yearly subscription 
of 2/6 only is required to become an annual member or 
£2 2s. affords a Life Membership. 

AU Regiments and Squadrons, Royal Signals, are also invited 
to apply for Affiliated Membership at 10/- per year. 

Full details can be obtained from: T h e Treasurer (G3RUS), 
Royal Signals Amateur Radio Society, 240 Signal Squadron 
(Northern Command), Imphal Barracks, Fulford Road, York. 

T H E W E L F A R E S E C T I O N STILL R E Q U I R E S 

M O R E C L O T H I N G 
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PARK DraVE 
"Like them? 

Of course 
we like tliem!" 

We like the Genuine Taste of the good tobacco. 

We like the price and we like the value. 

You can't ask more of a cigarette. You should try them. 

1 3 ^ 5 F O R T W E N T Y 

Also TIPPED at 2/10 FOR TWENTY 

PARK DRIVE 

If you're looking for a really good rum 
this is the label on the bottle... 

J L 

- I N C O R P O R A T E D 2 " " M A Y I 6 7 O -

HUDSON'S BAY 
JAMAICA RUM 

EOINBURGH 
PRODUCE o r JAMAICA 

...the bottle is in the NAAFI 
and you know where the NAAFI is! 

1 0 ' 6 3 - 1 Printed in Great Britain SUPPLEMENT No. 1-PAGE ONE 
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M^ondon iiazette 
R E G U L A R A R M Y 

Maj. R. T . M. Sharp retired 9th August, 1963. 
Capt. M. J, Beaver retired loth August, 1963. 
Maj. (Q.M.) G . E. Atkin retired 24th August, 1963. 
Capt. J. F. Blake to be Maj . , 2nd September, 1963. 
Lt.-Col. (T .O.T.) H. N. Ransome retired ist September, 1963. 
Maj. (Tfc. Offr.) A . G . Satchwell retired ist September, 1963. 
Maj. (T.O.T.) R. E. Rickard retired 3rd September, 1963. 
Maj. (Q.M.) A . E. S. Jackson, M.B.E., retired 3rd September, 1963. 

S H O R T S E R V I C E C O M M I S S I O N S 
Ma 
Ma 
Ma 
Ma 

I. (T.O.T.) F . Gray retired 7th August, 1963. 
. C. P. Kislingbury retired 20th August, 1963. 
. (Q.M.) H. Jsmieson retired 19th August, 1963. 

(Q.M.) A. Morrison retired 20th August, 1963. 
Capt. (T.O.T.) H. W. Galloway retired 27th August, 1963. 
W.O.I (F. of S.) K . V. Risby to be Lt. (T .O.T.) 29th July, 1963. 

A R M Y E M E R G E N C Y R E S E R V E 
Hon. 

•ugust, 1963, a daughter (Maria Luigia). 

Colonel (Honorary) P. T . Lovely relinquishes the appointment of 
Colonel, 80th Regiment, A.E.R. , i8th August, 1963. 

T E R R I T O R I A L A R M Y 
Capt. C . D. Burgess is granted the acting rank of Maj., lOth Jan., 1963. 
Lt. M . L . Jenkins to be Capt., ist April, 1963. 
Cadet J. M. Notley to be 2nd-Lt., 14th June, 1963. 
Capt. W. E. Griffiths, T.D., to be Maj. , 3rd July, 1963. 
Capt. G . C. Hall to be Maj. , 3rd July, 1963. 
Lt. G. Green to be Capt., 22nd April, 1963. 
Maj. H. E. Lang, T.D., to be Lt.-Col., 26th May, 1963. 
Lt. W. G . Melrose to be Capt., 25th May, 1963. 
Lt. (T.O.T.) R. W . Walker to be Capt. (T .O.T.) 24th July, 1963. 
Lt. (T.O.T.) H. E. Dummett from A.E.R.O. to be Lt. (T .O.T.) ist 

August, 1963. 

Births 
Of 234 Squadron (Malta) 
B R O W N . — T o Signalman and Mrs. E. A . Brown, at R.N. Hospital, Imtarfa, 

Malta, on loth August, 1963, a son (Kenton Alan). 

D A R M A N I N . — T o Lance-Corporal and Mrs. J. Darmanin, at R.N. Hos-
pital, Imtarfa, Malta, on 15th Ai 

Of 229 Squadron 
WHIFFEN.—Lance-Corporal E. W . Whiffen amd Mrs. Whiffen, on 6th 

August at B.M.H. , Berlin—a daughter. 

TAIT.—Lance-Corporal J. C . Tait and Mrs. Tait, on 13th August at 
B.M.H., Berlin—a son. 

B U C H A N A N . — S i g n a l m a n C. Buchanan and Mrs. Buchanan, on 25th 
August at B.M.H. , Berlin—a son. 

MUIR.—Signalman J. Muir and Mrs. Muir, of 21st Regiment, on 2nd 
August—twins, a boy and a girl. 

Marriage 
B U C H A N A N — G A Y . — S i g n a l m a n B. Buchanan, of 21st Regiment, to May 

Gill, at Leeds, on 17th August. 

Deaths 
SEELY.—Lieutenant-Colonel F. C . Seely, O.B.E. He commanded i 

Divisional Signals during the war and from 1951 to 1954 he was 
Signal Officer, Malta. (See Obituary Column). 

E V A N S . — I t is with deep regret that 3 H.Q. and Signal Regiment record 
the death on 9th August, 1963, of Signalman Ronald Evans, who was 
buried with full military honours on 17th August, 1963, at Tidworth 
Military Cemetery. 

Signalman Evans joined the Army in 1959 and passed out as a Line 
Technician from the Army Apprentices' School in 1962. After a short 
period at 8th Regiment he joined 3 H.Q. and Signal Regiment at Bulford 
in September of last year. 

Ronald Evans was a popular member of " O " Troop and a keen 
soccer player, and represented both " O " Troop and his Squadron. 

Deepest sympathy is extended to his wife and infant son. 

H U G H E S . — M r . S. N . Hughes at the age of 73, who retired from the 
Corps in 1935 after a total of 27 years' service. He was a Life Member 
of the Association. (See Obituary Column). 

HERBERT.—^Ex-Driver W. J. Herbert on the 20th August at the age of 
SO. He joined the Corps in 1940 and was discharged on medical wounds 
in 1944. During the war he served with the 8th Army in Italy. He waB 
an annual member of the Association. He leaves a widow, Mrs. Herbert, 
whose address is 19, Padnall Road, Chadwell Heath, Essex. 

WITT.—Signalman F. C . Witt, serving with 261 Squadron (Air Formation), 
Cyprus, drowned whilst swimming m heavy seas near Episcopi, Cyprus, 
in September, 1963. He was a Life Member of the Association. 

Movement of Ottieers 
For period 15th September to 

Major H. M . Ashton T o 
Lieutenant A . B. Atkinson „ 
Major B. M . Ashcroft „ 
Captain M . Allen 
Lieutenant M . F . Andrews „ 
Captain R. Benbow 
Captain (Q.M.) R. Burge „ 
Captain A. N. de Bretton-Gordon 
Major R. H. Borthwick 
Major (Tfc. Offr.) E. Cooper „ 
Captain L. P. Clayton 

Major G . H. Clarke 

Major (Tfc. Offr.) E. H. J. Bridle .. . „ 
Lieutenant (Q.M.) J. Dignan 
Major E. H. Davies „ 
Major (Q.M.) D . C . Dickens „ 
Lieutenant K . G . Goulding „ 
Major J. C. Garlick „ 
Captain T . E. Grice 
Major (Tfc. Offr.) H. H. C. Henning „ 
Lieutenant J. F. Higton „ 
Captain J. M. Hincks 
Major (Tfc. Offr.) D . Herberts . . . „ 
Lieutenant (Q.M.) J. V. Needham ... „ 
Lieutenant C . R. M. Noonan ... „ 
Captain (T.O.T.) W. E. Oates „ 
Captain D . G . Pratt „ 
Captain F. H. Pedley 
Lieutenant R. C . Patten 
Major G . M. Pocock „ 
Captain J. A . P. Russell 
Captain D. A. C . Randel 
Captain (T.O.T.) A . V. Render .. . „ 
Captain R. S. Rowland 
Major A. S. Rawson „ 
Major N. B. Robins „ 
Captain (Q.M.) A . F . Stubbs „ 
Lieutenant J. M. Scott „ 
Major (Tfc. Offr.) M. Turner „ 
Captain ( Q . M J W . A . Timbrell ... „ 
Major E. G . Thomas 
Captain J. H. Walmsley 
Captain K . G . White „ 
Ma'jor (Q.M.) R. W. White „ 
Captain R. T . Martin „ 
Captain P. S. Davis 

141/1 October, 1963. 
8th Regiment 

Junior Leaders Regt., R Signals 
43rd (Wx.) Regiment (T.A.) 
261 Squadron (Air Formation) 
4th Regiment 
n t h Regiment (For Staff College) 
n t h Regiment (to retire) 
n t h Regiment (for Staff College) 
znd Regiment 
14th Regiment 
H.Q., M.E. Command (C.R. 

Signals Staff) 
H.Q., Royal Signals, Malta and 

Libya. 
227 Squadron 
22nd Regiment 
7th Regiment 
School of Signals 
261 Squadron (Air Formation) 
239 Squadron (Eastco) 
59th Regiment (T.A.) 
240 Squadron (Norco) 
210 Squadron (E. Africa) 
22nd Regiment 
242 Squadron (Scotco) 
13th Regiment 
213 Squadron (Int. Bde. Gp.) 
19th Regiment 
n t h Regiment (for Staff College) 
2nd Regiment 
n t h Regiment 
H.Q., Ea'stco (C.S.O. Branch) 
n t h Regiment (for Staff College) 
ist Regiment (207 Squadron) 
18th Regiment 
58th Regiment (T.A.) 
A.A.S . , Harrogate 
30th Regiment 
43rd Regiment (T.A.) 
249 Squadron 
18th Regiment 
22nd Regiment 
i6th Regiment 
216 Squadron (Para. Bde. Gp.) 
Signal Training Wing, R . M . 
14th Regiment 
n t h Regiment (for Staff College) 
n t h Regiment (for Staff College) 

Movements — Warrant 
October, 1963 

W.O.II D. G . O. White 
W.O.II J. H. Gay 
W.O.II D . Wood 
W.O.II H. G . Bates 
W.O.II R. W. Coe 
W.O.II R. H. Robinson 
W.O.II T . H. Laycock ... 
W.O.II L . Dathan 
W.O.II A . A . J. Reed ... 
Staff Sergeant R. V. Fairhurst 
Staff Sergeant F . J. Clark 
Staff Sergeant C . J. E. Bearne 
Staff Sergeant J. K . F . Paxton 
Staff Sergeant E. P. Teehan 
Staff Sergeant J. G . Stanley 
Staff Sergeant D. G. Thomas 
Staff Sergeant K . Tribe ... 
Staff Sergeant L . H. Harvey 
Sergeant R. V. Mays 
Sergeant T . Sharrock 
Sergeant N. P. Amos 
Sergeant C . A. Downie ... 
Sergeant L . T . Haines ... 
Sergeant W . Atherton 
Sergeant A . J. E. Irons ... 
Sergeant M. W . Slater ... 
Sergeant W. H. Elliott ... 
Sergeant D . F. Wilson ... 
Sergeant L . P. Rann 
Sergeant W . J. Rowe 
Sergeant M . J. Sheridan 
Sergeant R. Geddes 
Sergeant G . Gilder 
Sergeant C . A . E. Pylee 
Sergeant R. C . Warren ... 
Sergeant E. D . Parlett ... 
Sergeant W. Y . N. Grierson 
Sergeant M . Harrison 
Sergeant P. M . Sneddon 
Sergeant M. St.C. Inglefield 
Sergeant R. N. Forster ... 
Sergeant C . C . Bedwell ... 
Sergeant D . H. Owen ... 
Sergeant R. J. Atkin 
Sergeant A . S. Butterton 
Sergeant D. W . Swinnell 
Sergeant L . J. Courtel . . . 
A/Sergeant G. W. Wisher 
A/Sergeant A . R. Waters 
A/Sergeant H. S. Martin 
A/Sergeant T . L . Daws 

Otiieers and Sergeants, 

T o 235 Squadron 
„ 228 Squadron 
„ 257 Squadron 
„ 24th Regiment 
„ 22nd Regiment 
„ 13th Regiment 
„ 219 Squadron 
„ 24th Regiment 
„ 22nd Regiment 
„ 212 Squadron 
„ 212 Squadron 
„ 200 Squadron 
„ 22nd Regiment 
„ 24th Regiment 
„ 244 Squadron 
„ 52nd Regiment (T.A.) 
„ 24th Regiment 
„ 247 Squadron 
„ H.Q. , I (BR) Corps 
„ H.Q., A L F C E 
„ 36th Regiment, R.A. , Sig. Troop 
„ 2ist Regiment 
„ 253 Squadron 
„ 59th Regiment (T.A.) 
„ 30th Regiment 
„ 15/19 Hussars Signal Troop 
„ 22nd S.A.S. Regiment 
,, 22nd Regiment 
„ 206 Squadron 
„ 213 Squadron 
„ 21 St Regiment 
„ 632 Troop 
„ 216 Squadron 
„ 254 Squadron 
„ 28th Regiment 
„ Li fe Guards Signal Troop 
„ Trucial Oman Scouts 
„ 3rd Regiment 
„ 205 Squadron 
„ 640 Troop 
„ 7th Regiment 
„ 248 Squadron 
„ I Squadron (ComdO K . A . R . 
„ 40th Regiment, R.A. , Sig. Troop 
„ 14th Regiment (i Squadron) 
„ 503 Troop 
„ School of Signals 
„ 257 Squadron 
„ 261 Squadron 
„ 8th Regiment 
„ ist Regiment 
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Promotions 
REGIMENTAL DUTY ROSTER 

T o W . O . I I 

T o S Sgt. 

T o W . O . I I 

T o S Sgt. 

Netv Old 
Sen. No. Sen. No. 

22288156 A / W . O . I I Williams, R. 4920 4124 
22522946 S Sgt. Overland, P. B. 4930 5900 
I9045I02 
14468692 

A / W . O . I I Rushbrook, C . A . 4940 4420 I9045I02 
14468692 A / W . O . I I Simpson, F . P. 4950 5850 
22242458 S S g t . Wingate, A . J. 4960 5830 
22561769 S S g t . Thomas, D. G . 4970 5625 
22524990 S S g t . Raynor, S. J. 4980 5122 

2549762 S S g t . Cowe, A . J. 4990 5628 
21182326 S S g t . Hehir, J. 5000 5910 
14185640 A / W . O . I I Whalley, A . 5010 5590 
22847076 Sgt. Stephens, C . E . 7550 

7560 
4520 (Op) 

6920983 Sgt. Dunkley, R. 
7550 
7560 770 (Fd) 

22541566 Sgt. 

FOREMAN OF 

Barker, E. R. 

SIGNALS ROSTER 

7570 1280 (Ad) 

2I00539I S S g t . Hutley, P. G . D . 1150 740 
22549044 S Sgt. O'Brien P. J. 1170 1260 
22739258 S S g t . Alblas, D . P. 1180 1280 
22265450 S Sgt. Forbes, P. C , I190 1300 
23008324 S S g t . King, C . A . 1200 1310 
22525144 S S g t . Johnson, P. I2IO 1370 

2549663 S Sgt. Ashton, D . C . 1220 1390 

2549493 
22839385 
22563732 
22440091 
22797307 
22718309 
22971367 
22569379 
22212277 
22212058 
22821106 
22776126 
22845263 
23492867 
23220357 
23558689 
23686863 
23433457 

S S g t . 
S S g t . 
Sgt. 
Sgt. 
Sgt. 
Sgt. 
Sgt. 
Sgt. 
Sgt. 

Sgt. 
Sgt. 
Sgt. 
Sgt. 
Cpl . 
Cpl . 
Cpl . 
Cpl . 

Thomas, B. W . 
M c K e o n , D . G . 
Howie, J. N . 
Bateman, T . R. 
Holland, E. 
Hill, T . G . 
Fordon, G . W . 
W e b b , C . G . 
Knox, J. D. 
Bumphrey, C . B. 
Thornbury, M . D . 
Owen, R. K . 
Saunders, R. C . 
Carey, J. R . 
Wilkins, J. A . 
Langford, M . 
Cook, P. A . 
Pankhurst, M . J. S. 

T o W . O . I I 

T o W . O . I I 

T o W . O . I I 

T o Sgt. 

YEOMAN OF SIGNALS ROSTER 

22515761 A / W . O . I I Littlejohn, W . A . 

CHIEF CLERKS ROSTER 

1730 640 (Tec) 
1740 1130 (Tec) 
1750 1730 (Tec) 
1760 5030 (Op) 

•1770 2225 (Tec) 
1780 2360 (Tec) 
1790 2590 (Tec) 
1800 2824 (Tec) 
1810 2870 (Tec) 
1820 3160 (Tec) 
1830 3250 (Tec) 
1840 3490 (Tec) 
1850 3610 (Tec) 
1860 3860 (Tec) 
1870 5450 (Tec) 
1880 6490 (Tec) 
1890 8308 (Tec) 
1900 8438 (Tec) 

640 350 

21005451 S Sgt. 
14839138 S Sgt. 

Convery, D . 
Brough, J. J. 

730 810 
740 350 

SIGNAL CENTRE SUPERVISORS ROSTER 
22537166 
22569381 

A / W . O . I I Heasman, C . S. 1340 730 22537166 
22569381 A / S g t . Birrell, H. F . 1350 790 

2548939 S S g t . Hayes, G . 1360 750 

TECHNICAL ROSTER 
23499117 Cpl . Munday, B. L . J. 3990 8270 
23220408 Cpl . Howe, R. T . 4030 6180 
23231554 Cpl . Hughes, T . N . 4034 6910 
23466523 C p l . Bradbury, K . E . 4038 6956 
23238341 Cpl. Humble, A . F . 4040 7106 
23483796 Cpl . Callow, E. A . S. 4050 6090 
22569955 Cpl . McKechnie , R. D . 4060 9395 
23497983 C p l . Casey, M . A . C . 4070 6350 
23251279 Cpl . Bailey, P. J." 4080 6080 
23251289 Cpl . Buttall, D . T . 4090 6230 
23251414 Cpl . Greatorex, B. 4100 7130 
23251352 Cpl. Stoneham, M . 4110 7810 

OPERATING ROSTER 
T o Sgt. 22569356 Cpl . Drugan, A . P. 10624 5280 

14466979 Cpl . Bowsher, W . S. 10680 9740 
22611310 Cpl . Philemon, J. 10690 15820 
23659410 Cpl . Gurr , R . H . 10700 15920 
.23594499 A / S g t . Leslie, W . H. 10710 16410 
23251302 Cpl . Smith, P. J. 10720 16460 
23234360 Cpl . Adams, M . D . 10730 17710 
23472241 Cpl. Richens, S. W . 10740 17810 
23684892 A / S g t . Byrd, F . A . 10750 

10760 
18380 

22569830 Cpl . Hunt, E . C . 
10750 
10760 19200 

D E L E T I O N S 
REGIMENTAL DUTY ROSTER 

W.O. I 
S S g t . 

630 
4330 

8 i o 820 910 
5980 

FOREMAN OF SIGNALS ROSTER 

W.O. I 560 590 
TECHNICAL ROSTER 

W.O. I 
W.O . I I 
Sgt. 

100 
190 

.. 3570 3650 
OPERATING ROSTER 

Sgt. 4530' 5270 
, FIELD ROSTER 

Sgt. 290 1530 1720 2560 

ADMINISTRATIVE ROSTER 
Sgt. 1840 

M I S C E L L A N E O U S A M E N D M E N T S 
ADMINISTRATIVE ROSTER 

Amendment of Seniority Number 

22959491 Sgt. Needham, F . 
Adjustment of Seniority 

22222070 Sgt. Jeannette, G . H. 
I N S E R T I O N 

ADMINISTRATIVE ROSTER 
22540794 Sgt. Noble, R . 

N e w No. Old N o , 

1846 1844 

1844 2480 

1784 1530 (Fd) 

giiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiHiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiniiiiiiiiiiiiiMiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii 

Forthcoming Events 
• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

R.E ./noya l Signals Dinner 
Catterick, on 14th November, 1963. 

n4tii Meeting of Corps Committee 
R . H . Q . , Cheltenham Terrace, Chelsea, S .W.3. , on 29th November, 1963. 

Roya l Signals Officers' Annual Reunion 
Will be held on Friday, 29th November, 1963, at the 41st Signal Regiment 
(Princess Louise's Kensington Regiment) T . A . Drill Hall, Hammersmith, 
W.6. Ful l details, with forms of application for tickets, will be distributed 
in due course to Regular, T . A . and A . E . R . units and individual members of 
the Dinner Club. A n y other officer interested should aipply direct to the 
Regimental Secretary at R . H . Q . 

Royal Signals Institution Lectures, 1963 
Tuesday, 26th November, " Procurement of Signal Equipment ," Major-
General R. J. Moberly , C.B., O.B.E., 6 p.m., at North Hall, T r a i n i i g Brigade, 
l o y a l Signals, Catterick C a m p , Yorks. 

A Member may bring two guests to the above Lecture. 

Empire Field of Remembrance 
T h e Empire Field of Remembrance will be opened at noon on 7th 
November at Westminster Abbey , and will remain open from 9 a.m. to 
6 p.m. until n t h November. Royal Signals Plot is No. 203, as in former 
years. 

El Alamein Reunion 
This year the El Alamein Reunion is to be held at the Empress Hall on 
25th October. H . M . T h e Queen Mother will be the guest of honour. 

U E U T E N A N T - C O L O N E L F. C. SEECY, O.R.E. , 

The death of Frank Seely at the end of August will come as 
a surprise and a shock to his many friends in the Corps. 

Educated at Dulwich he joined the Corps in 1926 and was a 
member of 13 " Q " course. He was soon to be posted to India 
where he served for some ten years—mostly on or near the 
North-West Frontier and it was for service on the North-West 
Frontier he was twice mentioned in despatches. 

The war found him in the European theatre and he com-
manded with distinction the 15 (S) Divisional Signals for nearly 
three years, receiving the award of the O.B.E. at the end of his 
tenure. 

He was perhaps best known when he was Chief Signal Officer 
Malta from 1951 to 1954. He was there when considerable in-
stallation work was in progress. He did much for the Corps in 
that appointment and carried out his duties with great keenness 
and efficiency. He was universally popular and well known in 
the island as a kind and excellent host—always cheerful and 
ready to help. 

He will be much missed by his many friends and our deep 
sympathy goes to his wife who so ably supported him. 

B R I G A D I E R J. F. CHARLFISWORTH, O.B.E. 

Many will be distressed to hear that news has just come in 
of the death, after a sihort illness, of Brigadier J. F. Charles-
worth, C.B.E., at Taunton, on the 20th September. 
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M R . W . G I L M O U R L E R V R N 

The death took place, with tragic suddenness, on 15th August, 
of Mr. W. Gilmour Leburn, Under Secretary of State for 
Scotland. Gil Leburn, who was M.P. for the Kinross and 
West Perthshire Constituency, representing the Scottish 
Unionist Party, first became an M.P. in 1955. He soon gained 
promotion in the Government, and his brilliant political career 
ended by his death whilst holding the office of Under Secretary 
of State. 

Gil Leburn joined No. 3 Company, 51st (Highland) Divi-
sional Signals (T.A.) at Kirkcaldy in 1937, mobilised with the 
Highland Division, and went with it to France; he was evacuated 
from Le Havre. Subsequently, he joined the staff and served in 
the U.K. and in the Western Desert as Staff Captain 154 (High-
land) Brigade, during which period he was wounded at the 
Battle of El Alamein. Later he served on the staff of the Staff 
College, Camberley, until being demobilised in 1945 with the 
rank of Major. He was twice Mentioned in Despatches and 
held the Territorial Decoration. 

Death was caused by a heart attack whilst on a fishing holiday 
at a remote shooting lodge in Sutherlandshire. 

M i l . S. X . H UG H ES 

News has come through of the death of Mr. S. N. Hughes 
who retired from the Corps in 1935 with the rank of R.S.M. 
(W.O.I). " Sammy " Hughes will be memembered with affection 
by many both in R.E. (Signals) and the Corps. After a total of 
27 years' service he settled in Uckfield where he was well known 
as the licensee of the Bridge Hotel until 1951. He was actively 
associated with both the Home Guard and Local Defence 
Volunteers during the last war. He was a life member of the 
Association of which he was one of the earliest members. He 
was a pillar of the old pre-war regular Corps and will be missed 
by many old friends. 

SERGEANT O. G. G IBBS 

Sergeant O. G. Gibbs, of 24th Regiment died on Saturday, 
28th September, as a result of a car accident while on his 
way to play football for the Corps. 

He was a very popular and gifted N.C.O., and well re-
spected tsy all who knew him. He leaves a widow to whom 
the whole Corps offers the deepest sympathy in her great loss. 

I^etle.r tn the lidHnv 

Joint Communication Centres 
Itahrain or Bornett 

Sergeant J. V. Prees, H.Q., C O M B R I T O R , writes to the 
Editor, with authority: 

" I read in the July issue of THE WIRE, in the article entitled 
' The Joint Communication Centre, Bahrain,' that, and I quote, 
' is the first such peacetime organisation in British Service.' 

" May I claim this distinction for a much smaller, and from 
the photos I see in THE WIRE, a far less lavishly equipped 
organisation which went into business in December, 
1962. I refer to the Joint Comcen at H.Q., C O M B R I T O R , 
located in Brunei Town. 

" The organisation was set up and ' licked into shape' by the 
untiring efforts of Major P. H. F. Webb, M.B.E. We, too, had 
our problems in the early stages, but managed to overcome 
them and produce a smoothly-running and truly ' joint' con-
cern. 

" T o show just how ' j o i n t ' we did in fact become, let me 
quote examples: Our C.D.S.O. has been a R.A.F. Flight 
Lieutenant, and later a Yeoman of Signals. The three D.S.O.s 
were (and still are) a Radio Supervisor (R.N.), a R.A.F. Sergeant 
and a Sergeant Signal Centre Superintendent. The final 
example, and this is quite true: a Navy R.O. using an R.A.F. 
receiver, transmitting on an Army transmitter and working to a 
Royal Marine operator at the other end. This leads me to 
the question, how ' joint' can you get?' and may Headquarters, 
C O M B R I T O R claim the title of the first such peacetime 
organisation in British Service." 

* * * 

The Editor hopes that Sergeant Prees will by now have 
had an opportunity of reading the August WIRE, wherein, at 
pages 278, 279 and 301, some emphasis was given to the Joint 
Communication Centre in Brunei. 

Major General Sir IV. Ronald C. Penny, 
K.B.E., C.B., D.S.O., M.C. 

His very many friends—and particularly members of 
the Royal Signals Association for which he has done 
so much—will be very pleased to read the following 
extract from the Daily Telegraph of the 17th 
September, 1963: 

" G E N E R A L ENGAGED 
The engagement is announced of Major-General Sir 
Ronald Campbell Penney, 67, former Colonel Com-
mandant of the Royal Corps of Signals who com-
manded the ist Division at Anzio in 1944, and Mrs. 
Stella Marshall, widow of Lieutenant-Commander R. 
M. Marshall. General Penney's first wife died in 1960. 
They were married in 1925." 

An Imaginative Parade 
Tribute to a Popular Mt.S.9i. 

(See Editorial Column) 

AL L activities during the past month have been over-
shadowed by the send-off the Regiment gave to our late 

R.S.M. on his commissioning. The coverage given by the 
the Press surprised us all, and it is with kind permission of 
the " Northern Despatch" that we republish the following 
report of the proceedings: 

" More than 700 troops paraded at No. 8 Signal Regiment, 
Catterick Camp, today, when the salute was taken by Lieutenant 
Norman Lane who, as Regimental Sergeant-Major Lane, had 
mounted the parade half-an-hour previously. 

The occasion of R.S.M. Lane's commission into the Royal 
S i s a l s coincided with a parade of his Regiment, and although 
it is not unusual for Warrant Officers to receive commissions, 
in taking the salute, he received a special tribute from all ranks 
in the Regiment. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Clive Tonry, Commanding Officer of No. 
8 Signal Regiment said: ' He has been an extremely efficient and 
very popular R.S.M. with all officers and men in the Regiment." 

After Colonel D. G. Jones, Inspector of Trade Training in 
the Royal Signals, had inspected the parade, R.S.M. Lane asked 
permission to fall out. He returned less than two minutes later, 
dressed in his officer's uniform and mounted the saluting base 
to take the salute as the parade marched past. 

The parade was held as a preliminary test of turnout and 
efficiency before the unit takes part in a forthcoming exercise 
in the field, and the troops were dressed in full combat kit. 

During the parade. Colonel Jones presented the Long Service 
and Good Conduct Medal to W.O.II J. Byrne, the Regiment's 
Chief Clerk. 

The parade was watched by Lieutenant Lane's wife and their 
two children, Deborah, aged six and Clive, aged five. 

Lieutenant Lane, who is 39, joined the Army in 1938 at the 
age of 14 as a boy recruit in the Royal Signals at Catterick 
Camp. 

During the war he was a member of the Special Operations 
Executive, a highly-trained organisation of volunteers specially 
equipped for undercover operations in enemy occupied terri-
tories. 

Among his numerous wartime exploits, he took part in secret 
seaborne landings in Greece, to help partisans, and later he was 
dropped over Northern Italy to join in guerilla operations behind 
the German lines. Other places in which he has served are 
Cyprus, India, Egypt, Ethiopa and Korea. 

A keen sportsman, he is a former inter-Services and British 
Army swimming champion." 

P L E A S E ! P L E A S E ! P L E A S E ! 

A number of soldiers are now subscribing to THE 
WIRE individually. Do let us know in advance of 
your future movements or postings, so that we can 
keep our mailing list up-to-date and thus ensure that 
you receive your WIRE on time each month. 
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Command Area: 

From the Persian Gulf 

to the Anlarclic 

The WIRE 
V I S I T S 

H.Q. MIDDLE 
EAST 

V e r s a t i l e b o t h at w o r k a n d 
p l a y the C o r p s pul l s i ts f u l l w e i g h t 
in this i n t e r e s t i n g a n d u n u s u a l 
C o m m a n d 

M E N O F FRA S I G N A L S Q U A D R O N 
' Forward Scatter. W a i t t i l l I get up and I'll show them some I ' 

How many readers can look back on their last holiday and 
remember the sun, sand and the sea? I expect there are 
many who can and others who wish they could. W e in Mideast 
have no need to look back or to dream, we have all three, all 
the time, but that is not meant to imply that life in Middle 
East Command is one long holiday; far, far from it! 

Middle East Command, which as late as 1961 became a 
tri-Service " U n i f i e d " Command, has its headquarters in 
Aden. It covers an area which includes T h e Persian Gulf, 
Bahrain, the Trucial States, Muscat and Oman, the Arabian 
Sea and the Federation of South Arabia; the Command also 
has interests in parts of East and South Africa and sea areas 
extending (believe it or not) as far south as the Antartic. 

It is quite obvious, therefore, that the Middle East covers 
a lot of ground, but from a Corps point of view, we are mainly 
interested in that hot, humid and dusty area that starts at 
the Red Sea, touches the Indian Ocean and shimmers past 
the Persian Gulf. 

Travel, other than by air or sea in this area, is fraught with 
difficulties. It is hostile country, climatically, topographically 
and ethnologically, the latter making armed escorts a necessity 
when travelling overland outside the State of Aden. 

Climatically, Mideast demands only the fit. T h e summer 
varies from five months in Aden, with temperatures around 
ioo°F. , to the " hundred days h e l l " of the Gulf States, with 
temperatures around I30°F. These are, of course, "shade 
temperatures " (although in the main there is no shade). Winter, 
on the other hand, can be extremely pleasant. T h e temperature 
in Aden drops to a maximum of around 8o°F., and even lower 
elsewhere. 

Contrary to popular opinion, it can—and does—rain, some-
times with disastrous results. When it rains in the higher 
mountainous districts, a phenomenon somewhat similar to a 
bore in an English river occurs. Water levels in rivers (wadis) 
may rise from three inches to four feet in about one minute. 
This " Seyl," as it is called, is quite capable of carrying away 
a vehicle. This is accepted as one of the hazards of life here, 
except when, as happened recently, a copy of the entire Middle 
East Scantlist was lost. This " Act of G o d ' caused much 
heartache and gnashing of teeth by the producers, who were, 
of course. Royal Signals. 

Another frequent hazard is the sand storm. There is nothing 
to choose between one of these and a London pea-soup fog for 
visibility. Whether you prefer to be cold-choked or hot sand-
blasted becomes purely a matter of personal taste. T h e 

blistering heat and driving sand leave nothing to the imagina-
tion, once you have been caught. 

Topographically, the Middle East is basically desert in its 
varying forms: soft sand, hard sand, gravel and lava rock. 
There are, however, high, mountainous areas where vegetation 
grows, and provides cooler, rarified air, and to sore, desert weary 
eyes, the relaxing, restful delights of green scenery. A week-
end in Mukeiras is wonderfully refreshing. Cheap charter fares 
in the order of £15 inclusive to and from Aden are much in 
demand for trips of this sort, although accommodation is both 
limited and rudimentary. 

Broadly speaking, this is a lucrative station for all, and so 
there are for most, those few extra shillings to save or spend. 
One of the attractions of the civilised centres of the Middle East 
is shopping for luxury goods. T h e " haggle " is still the basic 
means of buying anything and there is keen competition to see 
who can buy the most for the least expenditure. A " hardened 
haggler," for example, may take up to three months to buy a 
camera. N A A F I , of course, provide the normal facilities for 
the necessities of life for all ranks, but face desperate competi-
tion in luxury items. 

This part of the world is steeped in history. Ancient fortresses 
and walls, memorials of the Turkish and Portuguese Empires 
abound. Even older are many Old Testament references that 
can be traced within the Command. There must be few 
Servicemen in Aden who have not passed within yards of where 
Cain is alleged to have slain Abel, for example. Tawella 
water tanks in Crater are very old. Captain R. L . Playfair, 
a noted historian and interpreter of the last century, suggests: 
" These tanks were originally constructed in the period of 
Persian rule, sometime after the second Persian invasion of the 
Yemen, about A D 600." But others think they may be centuries 
older. 

With the exception of oil, industry here is by occidental 
standards, retarded. Oil is, without question, the present life-
blood of our world, and our oil interests extend throughout 
the Middle East. T h e importance of this needs no further 
emphasis. There are still the more time-honoured industries, 
such as fishing, the building of Dhows (Arab ships) and the 
making of carpets. Frankincense and myrrh have grown here 
for at least the last two thousand years. 

In an area as vast and as sparsely inhabited as the Arabian 
Peninsula, the numbers of centres of population are obviously 
limited. Hence, we in Royal Signals, are widely separated. 
Nevertheless, we maintain a flourishing Corps spirit. Our units 
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S T U C K ! 

A familiar desert 
hazard 

Get with it boys. 
Another push and we 

shall be O.K. 

vary from the " tailor-made " Squadrons in Aden and Bahrain 
(note the local spelling) and that of Air Formation Signals to 
the specialists who work with the Royal Navy, to those who 
provide air support communications for both the Royal Navy 
and Royal Air Force, and to the widely-deployed Armoured Car 
and Armoured Regiment Signal Troops. In addition, there are 
small Royal Signals detachments with the Royal Artillery, the 
Ordnance Depot and with a Liaison Team. Add to these the 
undoubted " glamour boys" (paid) with the Federal Regular 
Army, the Trucial Oman Scouts and the Sultan's Armed Forces, 
and you will agree that we have what must be one of the most 
complicated of all Commands. 

254 Squadron provide both static communications in Aden 
(with the exception of the main communications centre, which 
is run by the Royal Air Force) and field communications through-
out the Command. It is the largest Royal Signals unit in 
Mideast and has a major line commitment within Aden, sup-
porting, rather than supported by, the local Posts and Tele-
phones. In addition, it mans two message centres and provides 
mobile radio detachments for the many and varied tasks 
allotted to it. 

255 Squadron provide static and field communications in the 
Persian Gulf, and regular readers will have already noted 
the formidable part played by this Squadron in establishing 
and operating the first-ever Joint Communications Centre 
recently opened in Bahrain. 

Another of our Squadrons, well-known to regular readers of 
THE WIRE, is 222 Squadron (Air Formation). This unit pro-
vides land lines for the Royal Air Force on all major and minor 
airfields in the command. This, as past and present members 
of Air Formation Signals will know, is an exacting task. The 
larger airfields are, of course, flourishing centres of activity, but 
the smaller, isolated desert staging posts can involve hard and 

lonely work. (See the " Salalah Story " in the July, 1963, edition 
of T H E WIRE). 

In addition to these three Squadrons, we have in the Com-
mand a number of smaller specialists units, such as 601 Troop 
(Ship). If you serve in Royal Signals and would like to go to 
sea, we can recommend this Troop. They live with the Royal 
Navy on board H.M.S. Mean, our affiliated Landing Ship 
Headquarters (Small). (For the interested, but uninitiated, this 
is a converted frigate). Their task is to provide ship to shore 
communications for combined Naval and Military excursions. 
This Troop well knows the perils and pleasures of life at sea 
in addition to the advantages and disadvantages of the soldier's 
" lot." 

603 Troop (Aden Element) is both our A S S U and our 
Reserve Radio Troop. As such, they are truly " integrated" 
with both the Royal Navy and the Royal Air Force. In a 
country as difficult as this, air support is of prime importance 
and, apart from the R.A.F. Squadrons based in the theatre, air-
craft carriers frequently visit Aden and lose no time in 
practising for their primary role. 

No resume of the Corps units in Mideast would be complete 
without mention of our seconded members. The largest of 
these is the Federal Regular Army, whose Signal Squadron pro-
vides communications throughout their area of responsibility, 
namely the South Arabian Federation. Theirs is an interesting 
and active life with a practically all-Arab Force. 

Smaller, and even more "Arabised," are the Trucial Oman 
Scouts who, as their name implies, operate in the Trucial and 
Oman States from their headquarters at Sharjah. The Signal 
Squadron here are no strangers to life in the desert, where they 
sweat out their almost celebate lives, wearing a picturesque uni-
form surmounted by the Shamag and Aigul headdress. 

Lastly, there are The Sultan of Muscat's Armed Forces. This 

WHEN T A C H.Q. 
MOVE OUT 

Driving across this 
country is often 
tough, rough and 

hazardous 
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is, I think, as near as one can get, as a member of the Corps, to 
service in a " private army." They boast one Signal Officer and 
one British other rank from Royal S i s a l s . 

So much about our seconded units. Despite the possibly 
austere picture painted, there is no noticeable " rush " to leave 
from any of them. 

That concludes our tour of Signal units in the Middle East, 
and apologies are made for what must seem like an extract 
from an organisational chart. In addition to those mentioned 
there are, of course, the troops with other arms and Services 
and the detachments mentioned earlier. 

We use radio, line and radio relay in Mideast, and we have 
recently been experimenting with a Command Air Despatch 
Service, but inevitably, our life-blood is still " steam radio." 
Despite this, time marches on, and very recent requests for 
Aldis lamps (603 Troop) and a five-inch heliograph (Sultan's 
Armed Forces), have been taken seriously. It seems that we 
might yet see visual tails to SR D i i s ! I don't think SRDE 
have thought of this one yet. 

Of late, long range communications have been coming into 
their own. Apart from the normal links (Trucial Oman Scouts 
to Bahrain—about 300 miles on C i i s , Armoured Car Regi-
ment, Aden to Sharjah—1,000 miles on a C11/13 link), we 
have been successfully operating our recently-acquired SR D i i s 
on both CW and R T T to Singapore and Bahrain, distances of 
4,500 and 1,000 miles respectively. 

Lines and linemen flourish in Aden, with a stream of works 
orders and new projects going on the whole time as accom-
modation expands and is reshaped and reshufHed. T o bolster 
the telephone network, radio relay (C41) with A T E 12 channel 
equipment is in highly-successful use, carrying telephone circuits 
within the State of Aden and across the bay to Little Aden. Re-
equipping with newer and larger switchboards is a general Aden 
trend, and we are about to embark on the installation of an 
Aden automatic telephone system. The scope of this project 
is vast. It will involve the installation of 800-line and 600-line 
exchanges, with satelite switchboards, and another 250-line board 
at Falaise in what was, until recently, virgin desert. Cabling 
for the project is already under way. 

Small scale operations and exercises in Mideast are frequent, 
and there are always things going on. We, Royal Signals, that 
is, are called upon to provide mobile radio rear links for all 
British troops moving outside the State of Aden, however small 
the party. These commitment^ vary from 14-day " gaUops " 
in the Protectorate, with some adventurously-minded non-com-
batant unit, to sitting in a " Z " craft plying to and from Persian 
Gulf ports. Our only cause for reflection, in view of our limited 
resources, is " have-we-got-the-priorities-right?" 

Off-duty hours in the Middle East provide plenty of oppor-
tunities for hobbies and recreations. There is plenty to see 
and do. Sightseeing can cater tor all tastes, from the historical 
to the merely impressive, but above all, the sight of greenery 
and vegetation seems to be the most wanted. As previously 
mentioned, week-end excursions to the higher, greener, areas 
are very popular. 

Swimming and sailing are well to the fore for the more 
energetic. Sailing flourishes around the main centres of Aden, 
Bahrain and Sharjah. The Aden Services Yacht Club particu-
larly attracting our more prominent E.R.E. staff. The Corps has 
its own Firefly in Aden to encourage everyone to give it a try. 

Swimming is a very popular pastime, and varies from the 
loaf and laze to the enthusiasts using aqualungs. Which ever 
method appeals, care is necessary, as ' ' the one that didn't get 
away " shows. This photograph introduces another of the most 
common and fruitful hobbies here—fishing. The seas abound 
with fish of all shapes and sizes, including sharks. For the 
" fishermen " among our readers, no more need be said. 

If stationed in Aden, a very interesting and full-time hobby 
can be the watching and study of ships and shipping. Aden is 
internationally known as a free port, the gateway to the East 
and the cheapest refuelling port in the Eastern hemisphere—if 
not in the world. Because of this, it is possible to see ships 
of every shape, size and nationality in Aden harbour. An 
average of seventeen ships a day use the bunkering facilities 
and luxury cruise liners on world cruises, dirty tramp steamers, 
and warships of all shapes, sizes and nationalities (recently 
some Japanese ships have paid a call) aU come and go. 

Another popular and " cheaper than at home" hobby is 
photography. There is no lack of " colour " and the scenery is 
impressive. There are, however certain rules which it is wise 
to observe. For instance, rash indeed is the soldier who tries 
to photograph Arab women, but now the W.R.A.C. have 
started to arrive, who wants to? 

Recreationally, Middle East Command has much to offer. 
We are most grateful to a number of government and civilian 
organisations for their co-operation and assistance in helping 
to organise and arrange tours and visits to places of interest. 
These vary from a conducted tour of the BP refinery at Little 
Aden to a trip to sea in the Government Fisheries Department 
trawler. 

Many of the things to do in Mideast are within the initiative 
of units and individuals. One unit successfully arranged and 
executed an orgiastic week-end with the French Foreign Legion 
in Djibouti, which is only 100 miles from Aden. Others drive 
home. One small party even got—on leave of course—as far 
as Salisbury, Southern Rhodesia. We gather it was well worth-
while and thoroughly enjoyed. 

Both the Royal Navy and the Royal Air Force also help us. 
The Royal Navy invite us for trips to sea, and these have in-
cluded the exciting spectacle of an aircraft carrier in full opera-
tion. The Royal Air Force are always willing to give rides, 
providing payloads allow, which accounts for C.R. Signals 
surprise at meeting in Bahrain on one occasion the S.S.M. 
and R.Q.M.S. of the Federal Regular Army Signal Squadron! 

In addition to these tours and visits, it is possible to hire a 
dhow quite cheaply for short sea trips, which provide a very 
refreshing change from the furnace heat of the shore. 

For leave there is, of course, the normal one month in U.K. 
for single and unaccompanied personnel after nine months here. 
Add to this the Kenya leave scheme. Excellent facilities are 
offered at the Nyali Leave Camp, Mombasa, and it is also 
possible for single men to stay with Europeans on farms and 
estates throughout the country. No more will be said of this, 
since the delights of Kenya have already been covered by THE 
WIRE during its visit to fest Africa. (See July, 1963, edition). 

These are just a few of the more usual hobbies and pastimes 
among Servicemen here. Quite obviously, there are many 
more occupations, but the intention is merely to give an 
idea of what it is like off duty in Middle East Command. 

A major part of life in Mideast, as elsewhere, is sport. In 
general, it is possible to play all the usual games. The Corps 
here naturally take their sport seriously. In addition to the 
normal inter-unit leagues and fixtures, there is an inter-Corps 
sports programme, largely fostered by us, which includes rugby, 
hockey, football, tennis, basketball, cricket and water polo. It 
is difficult to produce a truly representative Corps team with so 
many small units, all fully committed in their specialist roles 
and spread over as large an area as this. Nevertheless, other 
Corps are similarly encumbered, and our record to date is not 
unimposing. 

In the main, we have cause to thank 254 Squadron for our 
sporting achievements. Their stalwarts provide the majority of 
players for our teams, a highly commendable effort. 

Our rugby team lost only one game (against R.E.M.E.) and 
finished the season with a total of 41 points for and only 16 
against. In the inter-Corps tennis knock-out competition, we 
were again beaten in the semi-finals by R.E.M.E. We man-
aged to more than hold our own at football last season, and 
our fencers also did well in the Command championships. 

More recently, we were beaten, yet again by R.E.M.E., 
in the final of the inter-Corps water polo competition. 

This has been an attempt to give a word-picture of life in 
Middle East Command for a member of the Corps. It is a 
varied and interesting hfe, and within the Command we cater 
for all types. At the time of writing, the Command is under-
going major changes. It is rapidly expanding, and the build-
up is quite alarming to the new arrival. Nevertheless, the 
account is, in essence, accurate to date. Those readers who 
were stationed here some time ago or who passed through 
in the " balmy" days of sea trooping, would not recognise it 
now. The landscape of Aden has changed completely. Build-
ings, both civil and Service, have sprung up in every con-
ceivable corner. More land has been reclaimed and used 
immediately for building. As Aden develops, the Command 
progresses, and so do we in the Corps. 

Have you placed a standing order for 

a copy of The Wire ? 

Why not do so now ? 
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Middle East Panorama 

I. Under full sail. 2. A Sting Ray. The one that didn't get away. 3. Luncheon Party. This is typical of the week-end away. 
The return fare in the article includes this. 4. Aqualunging. 5. A view of Muscat. 6. Boys of the T O S Squadron. The head-
dress is the Shamug and Aigul worn by all ranks. 7. A typical Arab Town. This one is in Lahej. 8. Aden Scene—the " summer 

sur f" pounds in. The Cable and Wireless Building dominates the scene. 
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Ex-Boys Annual Dinner 

[Courtesy : Craine, Roche & Co. 

T H E Y O U N G . . . 
[Courtesy : Craine, Roche & Co, 

. . . A N D T H E E V E N Y O U N G E R 

A Record Attendance and a Splendid Evening 

ON C E again, serving and retired ex-Boys of R.E. (Signals) 
and Royal Signals have held their annual dinner, and 

what an evening it proved to be. Almost 150 were present at 
the Victory Ex-Services Club on 14th September—a record. 
This dinner goes from strength to strength, and is a M U S T 
for all ex-Boys, serving or retired. T o list everyone present 
would leave little space for an account of the evening. Being 
ex-Boys, A L L were distinguished, but perhaps mention should 
be made of the particular pleasure there was in meeting again 
such personalities as Colonel T o m Boileau and T o m m y Blades, 
famous from " F " Company days. Also that young Boy, 
Lieutenant-Colonel W . Clarke—of the 1907 intake! 

A large contingent of serving ex-Boys were a very welcome 
element, and it was indeed gratifying to find that special parties 
had come down from the 8th and n t h Regiments. 

Also very welcome were seven senior Junior Leaders from 
our Junior Leaders Regiment, as well as two Apprentice Trades-
men (the R.S.M. and a S.S.M.) who came all the way from 
Harrogate. 

A very appropriate principal guest was Colonel J. P. North, 
C.B.E., Commandant of the Army Apprentices School, Harrogate, 
as was another guest, Lieutenant-Colonel Holifield, Commanding 
Officer of our Junior Leaders Regiment, who was accompanied 
by his wife. Colonel J. Piddington, also with his wife, and an 
ex-Boy himself, added lustre and interest by his presence, as 
he goes shortly to take over from Colonel John North as 
Commandant at Harrogate. 

Finally, it was good to see again Major Freddy Strange (the 
Chairman), backed up by his loyal and hardworking Secretary, 
" Jacques " Jacobs—^both cheerful and as young as ever. 

Space precludes repeating in detail what was said by the 
various speakers in their very excellent remarks at the end of 
the dinner, suffice to say that the underlying theme in each case 
was a justifiable pride in the spirit and achievements of our 
ex-Boys. Mention must, however, be made of the presenta-
tion of a cheque by Colonel J. Piddington, on behalf of all 
ex-Boys, to " Jacques " Jacobs in recognition of his great services 
in inspiring and helping to organise this dinner since its in-
ception in 1954. Captain Jack Terrell, in the course of 
paying an impromptu tribute to "Jacques," amused all present 
by his account of how, when drawing his weekly pay of six-
pence as a Boy, he was sternly ordered to double off and have 
his hair cut by a Lance-Corporal, and in so doing, to his con-
sternation, fell down and lost his sixpence—a major disaster. 
Many years later he was to meet the same Lance-Corporal, by 
then a Major, who invited him to have a drink, Jock Terrell re-
counted, with relish, how he more than regained his lost six-
pence by immediately asking for a large Scotch. 

After-dinner discussions and exchanges of reminiscences were 
the order of the day until finally, and reluctantly, the last few 
dispersed for another year. As has already been stated, this 

annual dinner is a M U S T for all ex-Boys, for here is to be 
found the spirit from which the Corps has, in the past, and 
certainly will, in the future, draw its greatest strength. In 
particular, it was a great pleasure to see so many serving ex-
Boys present, and those who came are earnesdy asked to pass 
the word round to other ex-Boys, so that there is an even bigger 
attendance next year. 

Finally, Freddy Strange and " Jacques" cannot go on for 
ever as Chairman and Secretary and, indeed, " Jacques" has 
"signed o f f " this year. T H I S IS A C H A L L E N G E E X -
B O Y S M U S T D O S O M E T H I N G A B O U T N O W ! Reliefs 
must be found for them in 1964 so that this dinner, run 
by ex-Boys for ex-Boys can continue to progress from strength 
to strength. Perhaps you who are reading this can do some-
thing to help. If so, do it now. 

THE ROYAL SIGNALS MUSEUM 
NEEDS 

Y O U R KNOWLEDGE 
PHOTOGRAPHS 

EXPERIENCES 

What interesting memories can you recall of 
using the following items: 

T h e Heliograph 
Cable Wagon 

Early Spark Set 
Wireless Set No. i 

Wireless Set No. 9 
Wireless Set No. 10 

Wireless Set No. 46 
Wireless Set No. 52 

Wireless Set No. B C 610 

Interesting and unusual experiences and action 
photographs with ANY piece of unusual equipment 
however old or new are most welcome. Photographs 
will, of course, be returned as soon as they have been 
copied. 

Write t o : — 

ROYAL SIGNALS MUSEUM, MESSINES LINES, 
CATTERICK CAMP, YORKSHIRE 
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N̂ inlaUible tipster 
named Mose 

Said, "Watch how new 
Maxwell House goes. 

It's the favourite bet 
For the test cofEee yet, 
And it's certain to win by a nose." ' ' 

...PLAIN 
buttered,., 

with Cheese 
or SPREAD 

everyone I ikes 

Huntley & Palmers 

CORNISH 
WAFERS 

1̂ 3 APACKIT 

Enjoy Smedley's 

the best canned 

yfVi'iV: y i 
pTAPi-ivj isri^ 
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Fifty Years with the Corps 
Major C. H, R. Flynn. Ni.B.L 

CO N G R A T U L A T I O N S to Major G. H. R. Flynn, M.B.E., 
A.M.I.E.E., who completed no less than 50 years' service 

in and with the Corps on 8th October, 1963! This is a note-
worthy Corps achievement, and must almost be unequalled in 
the Army. Even if this is not an Army-wide record, the Corps 
can justly be proud of Major George Flynn. His fifty years 
unbroken service (R.E. and Royal Signals) includes three years 
as a boy, 2 2 j years man's service, i 6 j years regular commission 
service both as an I.P.C. and later as a T . O . T . , followed by 
eight years in his present appointment of Staff Captain at Head-
quarters, Training Brigade, Royal Signals at Catterick Camp in 
the grade of R.O.IIL 

As this is the first occasion any member of the Corps has 
completed more than 50 years' service—devoted and distinguished 
service—a brief note of Major Flynn's career has been prepared 
by three or four of those who have known him for many years. 
His personal attainments and his outstanding devotion to the 
Corps are well known to many officers in the Army and the 
Corps, both past and present. There are also hundreds of 
soldiers in the Corps who served under him in Mesopotamia 
and Maresfield, in Catterick, Malta and Singapore, who have 
benefited from his personal example, his guidance and his 
instructional ability. 

Enlisting as a Boy, Royal Engineers (Signals) on 9th October, 
1913, he served in " K " Company, R.E., like all other R.E. 
^ y Telegraphists of that time and became an expert Office 
Telegraphist before the age of 18. Soon after joining the ranks 
during the first world war he was serving in Mesopotamia. Re-
turning to peace time conditions of the 1920s, he soon came to 
notice as a first-class mathematician and as a tough, clean, 
rugger player. Here, then, was a good admixture of brain and 
brawn. Although he could no longer partake in the game he did 
much to foster and forward the fame of the Training Brigade 
in rugger circles in his later years. 

At Maresfield in the 1920s he was on the staff of the School 
of Signals where he applied himself to various City and Guilds 
of London examinations in electrical engineering subjects and 
entered No. 3 Foreman of Signals Course in 1923 at which he 
qualified and was promoted to C . Q M.S. and appointed Fore-
man of Signals 29th September, 1924, the day before his 26th 
birthday. He attained the rank of Warrant Officer Class H with 
the appointment of Foreman of Signals Q.M.S. in August, 1930, 
and was promoted Warrant Officer Class I with the appointment 
of Foreman of Signals Sergeant-Major on 13th August, 1938. 

T h e unique aspect of his career is that he was the first Other 
Rank of the three Services to be elected as an Associate Member 
of the Institution of Electrical Engineers when still a Foreman 
of Signals. A t this time he was back again on the instructional 
staff of the School of Signals. 

T h e award of the M.B.E. in June, 1931, at the age of 32, 
was in recognition of his continued outstanding services, par-

' ticularly in connection with the fortress communications system 
in Malta. When the second world war broke out he was serving 
in Singapore and like many of his friends and acquaintances he 
became a prisoner of the Japanese. With his fortitude and 
determination he lived through the hardships and privations of 
the ' Burma Rai lway ' until soon after V.J. Day when he was re-
united with his family who had been evacuated to Tasmania 
and they returned to U . K . with him. After a recuperative posting 
to Edinburgh for a year or so he has continued to serve in 
Catterick Camp as a serving officer and later as an R O. 

Custodian-curator of the Corps Museum, Church Warden at 
St. Martin's Garrison Church for more than 12 years, more or 
less on the inventory of the organisers of the Annual Corps 
Reunions, a member of the Ex-Boys' Dinners Committee, and 
a prominent citizen of the ancient town of Richmond, Yorkshire 
—Oeorge, your many friends salute you! 

This tribute to Major Flynn would not be complete without 
adding a warm thank you to Mts. Emma Flynn for all she, 
personally, has done for the Corps for more than twenty-five 
years. Hostessing, floral decoration expertise at major functions, 
and more recently her design and execution of the beautiful 
Altar Frontal which is to be seen in St. Martin's Garrison 
Church at Catterick, are just some of her many contrilDutions 
to the Corps. 

The Month's Best Moonbeam 

WIRE 
and how <0 " l ay it " 

The following technical tip comes from a Senior Officer in 
Singapore: — 

Problem : T o thread a telephone wire through an 80 ft. length 
of pipe one and a quarter inches in diameter with four sharp 
bends. 

Solution (after every other orthodox method had failed): 
Buy two white mice. Tie the wire to the tail of thfe male. Take 
the female to the other end of the pipe and squeeze her to make 
her squeak. 

The problem was solved by this method recently in 15 
minutes. 

Mind you : T h e problem is not new. An officer student at 
the Army Signal School in Poona in 1922 faced with a " C u l v e r t 
Crossing " used his dog in a similar manner. } 

Talking of Culverts (and we all know what culverts are used 
for in the East): Another officer commanding a Divisional 
Signal Regiment in Assam, in a very close battle, had a habit 
of taking his own Line Parties through Japanese held terrain 
by night to reach formations beyond. Just as the line party 
were about to cross a road a Japanese patrol appeared. Headed 
by the C.O. acting as No. i all dived for the nearest culvert. 
Nos. 2 and 3 both liked and knew their C .O. Quickly one got 
him by the throat and the other by the legs. Against all 
inclination his enforced silence saved their lives. " 

Free Fall Parachuting 

Signalman A. M. Smith, about to ascend for a practice " f a l l " 

The most modern of all modern sports has for long been, 
to an extent, a " closed shop " as far as the Army is concerned. 
T h e exploits of 22nd S.A.S. Regiment are well-known. 

The gift, to the Army, by Rothmans of Pall Mall, of a six-
seater De Havilland " Rapide " aircraft, has assisted in spread-
ing the number of participants to other arms of the Service 
beyond even our own 216 Squadron. 

The picture shows a member of the 7th Regiment during 
a recent course of instruction at Paderborn in Germany. 

B E C E M B E K WiniE: 

In order to ensure that the Christmas edition of 
" T h e Wire " reaches as many Units in the U . K . and 
B.A.O.R. as possible before their Christmas break, it 
is E S S E N T I A L that all copy reaches the Editor by 
the 12th November without faif. A generous allowance 
for t:me in the post should be made. 
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Fine Record of the West Family 

Seventy-four years service with the Corps 

Major W . A. West W.O.II (R.Q.M.S.) K. West Lance Corporal K. J. West 

By the sad death some ^months ago of Major W . A. West 
(announced in the July issue of THE WIRE) a singular and 

proud record of family service to the Corps has been broken. 

By a little under three years, the Corps missed having three 
generations of the " W e s t " family serving at the same time. 
Major " B i l l " West retired in 1956 and his grandson joined 
in 1959. 

" B i l l " West first served as a Territorial in the East Surreys, 
joining as a young man in •1912. During the First World War 
he fought both in Mesopotamia and Gallipoli, where he was 
taken prisoner. Because of scurvy, the Turks exchanged him 
through the Red Cross. He became an R.E. Signalman in 1918 
and transferred to the Corps on its formation. In the mid-i92os 
he became a Foreman of Signals, and between 1930-34 earned 
a B.E.M. for his part in building a transmitter station in 
Northern China. As a Territorial, he earned the Territorial Long 
Service Medal (First World War service counting as double) 
and in 1936 earned the Long Service and Good Conduct medal, 
surely a very rare happening? 

On 3rd September, 1939, " B i l l " West was commissioned 
as a T . M . O . , and spent the next 12 years with the Ministry 
of Supply, inspecting signal equipment straight from the 
manufacturer. 

One of the stories he used to tell was of an illiterate pig-
iron manufacturer in the Midlands who complained that his 
old men (it was 1944) were incapable of testing every climbing 
iron spike with a soolb. weight. Lifting this amount on to 
each spike took too long, and tired them out. Bill West 
attempted to explain that by a system of levers, the job 
could be done more efficiently. T h e pig-iron man could 
not see this at first, but when it was proved to him, he 

was amazed at the brilliance of the idea and asked who 
thought of it. When told that it was a man called Archi-
medes, he replied: " Cor. He must be worth a fortune 
these days !" One can imagine how he told these stories; 
the twinkle in his eye is evident from his photograph. 
His last four years of service were spent in Eastern Command 

in Signals Works Services, and in 1954, two years before he 
retired, he was awarded the Meritorious Service Medal; suitable 
recognition of a very long and distinguished career. 

Major West's son, R.Q.M.S. West, joined " F " Company as 
a boy trumpeter and D.R. in 1937, and passed into man's service 
just before the war as a fitter signals. After several Units in 
U.K. , he was posted to India in 1944, going on to Imphal with 
14th Army Signals. He was in Rangoon at the end of the war, 
having been with 14th Army for the last year of the Burma 
campaign. For the next two years he served with Malaya Com-
mand Signals, returning home in 1947, when he went to a 
training regiment. After a tour in Austria, he came back to 
U . K . for duty with War Office Signal Regiment when he was 
promoted to S.Q.M.S. From 1957 to 1960 he was S.S.M. 
Gibraltar Signal Squadron, and during this time had the 
pleasure of seeing his son attested. During the past three years 
Mr. West has been a Warrant Officer with 4th Regiment. 

" B i l l " West's grandson, having been attested in 1959, went 
to Harrogate, where he completed training as a Radio Technician. 
Having been in men's service now for nearly a year, he is 
serving in B.A.O.R. with 639 Signal Troop. This Troop is the 
Royal Signals Troop of 94 Regiment, R.A., and is affiliated to 
22nd Regiment. 

What a fine tradition this family has set; are there any other 
Corps families who can produce 74 years of service between 
them? 

W I R E C O P Y 
Closing date for W i r e copy is the 12th of each month. In a number of cases effort is wasted 
because insufficient t ime is allowed for postage and contributions arr ive too late for publication. 

It is essential that copy for the Christmas W i r e is in by the 12th November . 
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C . n . S I G N A L S B R A N C H , II .Q., M I D E A S T 
Vis it of H .M .S . He rmes 

Our affiliated aircraft carrier recently visited Aden and all 
enjoyed a very " crowded " 48 hours. 

She carried out C A S O O M E X and live firing with ground 
attack aircraft on the nearby range, ably assisted by 603 Troop. 

On Sunday evening, 5th August, ratings came ashore and 
were entertained by 222 Squadron, 254 Squadron, and by the 
Federal Regular Army. Despite the 23.59 hours embargo, a 
good time was had by all, and—even more surprising—there 
were no " Naval Cinderellas." At the same time, Royal Signals 
officers were entertained " right royally " on board. 

The following day began with a rendezvous at 04.30 hours 
for six officers, six senior N.C.O.s and six junior ranks, who 
were " taken to sea " for the day's flying. They were given a 
most interesting time, which included a complete tour of the 
ship, watching launching and recoveries, a rocket attack on a 
towed target, and lastly, but by no means least, a most impres-
sive display of formation flying. Altogether, the day left us 
with a taste of " t h e thrill of flying, coupled with the joyous 
life of the sea." But that was not all. That evening, football teams 
of Signalmen versus the ship's crew battled for honours ashore. 

T h e officers managed to get some of their own back by 
inviting 25 ship officers to a barbecue, which was splendidly 
organised and run by 222 Squadron in their own club, the 
very well appointed " Gentlemen's Rest." 

Tuesday morning we went back to normal, and 07.00 hours 
(the time we start here in Aden) saw many happy, smiling, 
tired-eyed faces that seemed to be wondering when August Bank 
Holiday would fall this year. 

H E A D ( | V A R T E R S , R O Y A I . S IGNALS , 
H O N G K O N G 

At this end of the pipe-line, here in Hong Kong, there have 
been many changes lately, and we are now fielding practically 
a new team. The popular impression of a holiday spot with 
nothing but shopping and views has been rapidly dispelled. We 
are now well in the lead on the " integration race," and very 
shortly another step will be taken, with Air Formation Signals 
being integrated with Army Signals. Other changes are also 
due to take place soon, which will simplify our structure here 
and produce an organisation that outsiders can understand. 

Many people will know iVIajor J. Hastings, who is now an 
R.O.III with us. Major (T.O.T.) W. J. Connett is coping 
with our large S W S commitment; he is now assisted by Fore-
man L . J. Noakes as System Controller. Major K . W. E. 
Ferguson is now S.O.2, instead of Major J. P. Hart, believed 
to be in Catterick. C.R. Signals, Lieutenant-Colonel E. J. Winn, 
is now also making his name at water ski-ing. Our new Chief 
Clerk has just joined us from Singapore, W.O.II (O.R.Q.M.S.) 
L . F . C. Curtis. 

You will have read elsewhere of the death of Capt. I. 
Horsley-Curry, Royal Signals, attached to 20 Recce Flight, 
A.A.C., in an Auster crash. He will be missed by all of us. 

A R M V A P P R E N T I C E S SCHOOL , H A R R O G A T E 

Sunimer Leave . On 2nd August the School started 
summer leave. Apprentices dispersed in many different directions 
to their homes. Others arranged their own camping holidays. 
All seemed to have thoroughly enjoyed themselves, but for one 
universal moan—guess what! 

Below, we have short accounts of how some fared while on 
leave. 

T h e School Judo Team competed in the Regular Army 
Senior Team Championships. Due to a shortage of senior 
Judoka, the team included several members of the boys' team, 
beaten in the semi-final of the Junior Team Championship by 
the eventual wirmers. 

Our combined team surpassed themselves by being runners-
up, by a narrow margin. Special congratulations to A / T 
Sergeant Caims on being awarded a green belt; to Sergeant 
Retallack (R.A.P.C.) on being selected for the Army team; and 
Corporal Fell on being the only member of the team not to 
lose a contest. 

The School returned from leave on 6th September. We hope 
that the forthcoming term will be as successful as the one just 
past. 

Impress ions of Nyihsaland. A / T Peter Walder flew 
to Nyasaland for his summer leave and writes as follows: 

" T o my mind, Nyasaland is exactly the sort of place in 
which I would like to settle. M y father is in the Police Force 
there, and I was lucky enough to be able to spend my summer 
leave there this year. 

It is a very beautiful country, with tall green grass, and a 
fantastic variety of flowers and trees. There are also many game 
reserves—I visited the largest, in the Luangwa Valley, where 
I saw elephants, rhino, crocodiles, and many other animals 
in their natural surroundings. I was not used to mosquito nets 
and the need to always be careful about insects—but I soon 
learnt. 

The natives live mainly on maize and a fish shambo, which 
is unique to Lake Nyasa. This lake is a wonderful feature of 
the country. It is over three hundred miles long and up to 
50 miles wide, and with its crystal clear waters and wide golden 
beaches, it is a marvellous resort. I was sorry to return to an 
English summer. 

Oiliers go to Spain. A party of 12 apprentices from 
the School Mountain Rescue team, led by Mr. Patrick Shilton, 
with his family, travelled to Spain. A / T Peter Crisp has 
this to say: 

" We travelled in two Bedford mini buses and camped on 
most nights. After crossing the Channel we spent three days 
in France and finally entered Spain by the International Bridge 
at Irun. We continued for a few miles to the final camping 
site, high on the hills, not far from San Sebastian, where we 
stayed for thirteen nights. 

Unfortunately, the weather, until the last four days, was not 
much better than in England, but we managed to see a lot of 
the local countryside—mountainous, and very beautiful. 

We also explored the old twisting streets of San Sebastian in 
search of souvenirs, and swam from Juenterrabia, a magnificent 
wide beach in a quiet cove. Some of us became enthusiastic 
fans of the bullfight, a very colourful and exciting spectacle; 
but watching flamenco dancing was always popular. 

We retraced our steps across France and finally landed in 
England on 26th August. It was a very interesting and enjoy-
able holiday, as only one of us had been to Spain before, 
and we are all very grateful to Mr. Shilton for arranging it." 

W i n d e r m e r e lias its attractions, too. Another 
party from the School Sailing Club went to Lake Windermere. 
A / T Glynn Field tells of what happened there: 

" The party consisted of four apprentices and three officers, 
led by Lieutenant-Colonel White, R.A.E.C. We pitched camp 
near the lake on the shore opposite to Ambleside, a small town. 
We had four sailing dinghies, a Scorpion, two Enterprises and 
a Fireball and also ^ power boat. 

We spent a lot of time racing, in which Second-Lieutenant 
Turner (R.A.E.C.) was very good. Apart from capsizing and 
forgetting to use kicking-straps and falling overboard, he did 
quite well. He was rather surprised one morning when he 
woke up to find himself in his pyjamas and sleeping bag float-
ing on a raft on the lake! We were woken each morning 
by two dogs, which the officers put in our tents. 

One day we made a tour of the lake. We sailed 25 miles, 
right round the lake, and had a most enjoyable time., On an-
other day we went to Keswick and saw many of the lovely 
lakes and hills of the district. 

The holiday cost us £6/2/6 all in, which we all thought vei'y 
good value. 

Butchers : Grocers : Game Dealers 
our aim in all Depts.:— 

Superb Quality 
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Junior Leaders in Germany 
From the ist to I2th August, 1963, the Corps of Drums, 

Pipers and Dancers gave up twelve days of their leave to carry 
out a tour of some of the Signal Regiments in B.A.O.R. 

Those visited were i6th, 4th, 7th, ist and 2nd. T h e party 
totalled 78 and travelled in two hired coaches. T h e totd 
distance travelled was 1,600 miles. 

T h e Corps of Drums' Beating of Retreat was preceded by 
the Regimental Pipe Band, and a display of Highland dancing. 

Besides performances within Barracks, two were given for 
the benefit of the local population in the centres of Herford 
and Bunde towns. 

T h e pipers and dancers also gave several displays in Officers' 
and Sergeants' Messes and for the Corporals' Club at 2nd 
Regiment. 

The Corps of Drums is now in its 12th year, whilst the 
Pipers, who have undergone a renaissance recently are only 
five years old. T h e Highland dancers being the most recent 
innovation. All combine to produce a show of an hour's length. 

During the last term, the Corps of Drums appeared at Cat-
terick—and the Bath Tattoo, besides performing at several 
local functions. 

T h e accompanying photographs show part of the Corps 
of Drums and the fanfare trumpeters. The leading personalities 
being Junior Drum Major Hopkins, Junior Pipe Major Smith, 
Leading Dancer, Junior Corporal Hand. 

T h e Regiment would like to say a very sincere thank you to 
the Royal S i p a l s Regiments of B.A.O.R. who did so much to 
make our visit interesting and enjoyable. All of us were greatly 
impressed by the kindness and friendship extended to us 
throughout the tour. 

1st R E G I M E N T 
B .F .P .O . 32 

First major item of the month was the visit of Junior 
Leaders Band on 8th August. 

Their excellent display was sadly marred by torrential rain 
which started just before they marched on to the arena. T h e 
boys carried on with their display, which was a delight to see, 
but the rain increased with such intensity that it was decided 
to curtail the display, and after only ten minutes, the Band and 
Drums marched off to gain shelter, to loud applause from 
a very appreciative audience. 

T h e drying of 72 sets of uniform before 8 o'clock the follow-
ing morning, when the Junior Leaders left us to continue their 
tour of B.A.O.R., posed quite a problem, there being no heat 
from the central heating system. However, by dint of burning 
some midnight oil and lots of other fuel, the uniforms were 
dried and pressed ready for the Junior Leaders before departure 
time the next morning.—Well done, " Q " staff. 

The Sergeants' Mess looked very gay on 15th August, with 
a splash of red and blue amid a blaze of white, the Commanding 
Officer, Lieutenant-Colonel C. E. Page, M.B.E., Second-in-Com-
mand. Major B. C. Skelly, T.D.. Squadron Commanders, Major 
E. J. Hellier, Major I. MacDonald, Major L M. Rose, and the 
Quartermaster, Major W . J. Howard, the occasion, a Regimental 
Mess Dinner. Several of the guests admitted that this was 
their first Mess Dinner and expressed their delight. Quoting 
Major Hellier, " the evening was magnificent." 

Congratulations to " Mr. Viqe," Sergeant Clarke, both on his 
promotion and on winning his w a g e r — " I'll have you all on 
your feet before the end of dinner!" Congratulations also to 
W . O . n A. J. Cowe on his promotion. 

A host of members attended the mess at the invitation of 
Staff Sergeant Alf and Mrs. Olive Baker, on the occasion of 
their silver wedding anniversary. A grand evening was con-
cluded with the presentation of a silver coffee set by R.S.M. 
C. W. Johnston. 

Troop training has continued during August, with much of 
the Regiment out of barracks. The most interesting, and un-
doubtedly the most strenuous, camps have been the series 
of seven-day adventure training exercises which we have been 
running from a base camp in the Harz Mountains. T h e 
scenery is beautiful in those parts, but there has not always 
been time to appreciate it during the endurance tests. Lieutenant 
G. R. Funnell and his staff have put a total of 70 men 
through " the mill." While the young and fit were enjoying 
themselves in the Harz, the rest of the Regiment conformed to 
the orders of G.O.C. ist Division and carried out a series 
of night marches of 10 miles across country. This does not look 
very impressive on paper, but certainly did impress a number of 
people who don't normally walk 10 yards, let alone 10 miles! 
These marches were well named Exercises " BUster I and II ." 

Our last item is a sad one. For 12 years, Herr Hans Lenk was 
Director of Church Music and Organist at the Garrison Church 
of St. Boniface in Verden, and will be known to many in the 
Corps who have served here. On Sunday, i8th August, after 
Morning Service, Herr Lenk passed peacefully away in a chair 
in the vestry; this ending a long period of Christian co-operation. 

R.S.M. C. W . Johnston presents a silver wedding gift to Staff Ser-
geant and Mrs. A. Baker 
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2nd 

Regiment 

Celebrate 

Kohima 

Weekend 
IIMIIIIIIIIIIIIIMIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIHII The Kohima Memorial Service 

T h e 2nd Regiment is directly descended from the 2nd 
Divisional Signals who were with the 2nd British Division at 
the time of the battle of Kohima—probably the bloodiest and 
fiercest of the Burma campaign. Every year the Regiment holds 
a special weekend to commemorate this great victory over the 
Japanese in World War II. 

T h e month of July has been a busy and enjoyable one for the 
Regiment, mainly because of our Kohima Weekend (i8th-2ist). 

Kohima this year was designed to be bigger and better than 
ever, and the designers certainly succeeded in their plans. For 
the first time, we were lucky enough to have with us two of the 
Corps' Chelsea Pensioners, Staff Sergeant George K i n g and 
Private George Pledger, who joined us in all our festivities. 

On Thursday evening, celebrations began in the Warrant 
Officers' and Sergeants' Mess with a Kohima Ball. This was 
a great success and the evening was highlighted by a twist 
competition between the Officers' and Sergeants' Messes. This 
was won by Sergeant and Mrs. Kelly whose gyrations were 
considered best by an impartial panel of judges ably chaired by 
Sergeant Brown the M . C . 

On Friday morning the C.O., Lieutenant-Colonel Porter, held 
a durbar explaining how 2 Division had taken part in the Battle 
of Kohima during the Burma campaign 1944. T h e talk was 
followed by a film " Burma V i c t o r y " and a recorded talk by 
Brigadier C . Nettleship, O.B.E., T.D. (retd) (now the Rev. C. 
Nettleship), who was C .O. of 2 Divisional Signals during the 
Battle of Kohima. His talk contained several amusing anecdotes 
of incidents which took place at the time and a message of 
encouragement to the present Regiment. 

At 7 o'clock on Friday evening the band of T h e ist Bn. T h e 
Cameronians (The Scottish Rifles) Beat the Retreat in Bunde. 

Our Chelsea pensioners at the Sergeants' Mess Ball 

The German population turned out in force to watch, and 
thoroughly enjoyed the ceremony. This was followed by the 
All Ranks Dance in the Bunde Stadtgarten. T h e civilian popula-
tion of Bunde and surrounding area was invited. T h e 
Cameronians once more provided music and the evening again 
included a twist competition. A shooting gallery provided an-
other entertaining attraction, not to mention a magnificent 
buffet laid on by the Regimental Cookhouse. 

Saturday morning commenced with hosts of beaver-like troops 
erecting masses of canvas, hardboard, coloured lights and beer 
tents which miraculously turned into a well run afternoon fete. 
This year the German population were invited, and they wel-
comed this with open arms, treating it as a " Zweites Signal 
Regiment Grosse Kohimafest." 

H e r n a r e Co rpo rn l S . »o .y I « ' s i n i | p r c s s i o i i s o l 
(h<' K o h i m n F e t e . " T h e weather was perfect, the stalls had 
been completed, and all we wanted were the customers. When 
they did arrive, however, we thought that they would never stop, 
as in everyone's opinion this was the biggest and best fete we 
had ever held on a Kohima week-end. This year there was a 
noticeable increase in the number of stalls and this can only lead 
us to believe that there has been an equal increase in the 
number of born twisters joining the Regiment. T h e stalls must 
have taken a great amount of thought and hard work to prepare, 
and the people concerned should realise that their efforts were 
greatly appreciated, especially those stalls which were not e.xacUy 
traditional. 

One of the most popular stalls was the " bottle s ta l l" 
managed very well by Corporal Emsley and Lance-Corporal 
Smith, although at times they were accused of a little bias to-
wards the younger element of the crowd, much to the annoyance 
of their parents. T h e youngsters were to be seen disappearing 
with their loot and returning when it had been disposed of. In 
fact the youngsters were catered for very well, partly to give 
parents plenty of opportunity to patronise the beer tents, run 
very efficiently by the members of the Corporals' Club. T h e 
children had the choice of joining the Navy, by taking a ride 
on the boat skippered and crewed by the L .A.D. , or joining 
light cavalry by trying their hand on the donkeys. They also 
found that if they invaded the roll-a-penny stand in sufficient 
numbers and all shouted for attention at once that they received 
quite a reward, for it was not surprising that under these con-
ditions Siganlmen Wilson and Wilders failed to see that not all 
the coins were rolled onto winning squares. 

An old stalwart of the Regiment shortly leaving us provided 
a wonderful array of ' goodies.' We should like to add, however, 
that the rumour that Staff Sergeant Mitchell has been posted 
to Singapore to increase British exports of toffee-apples is quite 
fictitious. 

T h e more energetic among us were able to use our talents 
attempting to bowl out one of the Regiment's star batsmen. 
Signalman Hamilton, who should be complimented on his 
marathon innings, in spite of the number of bumpers thrown 
down by the German visitors learning about cricket for the 
first time. 
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The All Ranks Dance 

The March Past 

In the evening there was a dance in one of the marquees, and 
from the success of this, we might even say we can teach the 
Germans a thing or two about festing. T h e evening came to a 
very pleasant close rather hurriendly when the lights failed, but 
in spite of this, all of us will agree that a wonderful day had been 
enjoyed by all." 

O n Saturday evening, the Officers' Mess gave a cocktail party 
to which many guests, British and German were invited. T h e 
party was a success, in fact at one stage the participants suc-
ceeded in making so much noise talking on the Officers' Mess 
lawn that a large crowd of would-be gate-crashers from the 
fete were attracted to the crowd and had to be tactfully returned 
from whence they came by a few appointed subalterns. 

T h e Kohima weekend was fittingly brought to an end on 
Sunday morning by a memorial service for those who fell in 
the Battle of Kohima, and afterwards a march past. T h e sermon 
was preached by the Reverend Lloyd-Jones, who also took the 
service. H.Q. Company from Lubbecke joined the Regiment for 
the march past and the Garrison Commander took the salute. 

W e should like to thank the band of the Cameronians—who 
played for us the whole weekend. They did us proud and played 
a major part in making the whole weekend go with a swing. 

Exerc i se " V i k i n g . " The main event of the month of 
July was a visit by a composite squadron from the Regiment to 
the Danish Army. Here is Corporal H. D . Walker's account of 
our visit to Denmark: 

All in a hot and copper sky. 
The bloody sun at noon, 
Right up above our trucks did stand. 
No bigger than the moon. 

—Apologies to Coleridge. 

So it was on 2ist July as our composite group representing 
the Regiment set out from Birdwood on our outward journey 
to Aarhus where we were to visit the Third Bataljon of the 
Jydske Telegraf Regiment. 

After a day and a half of travelling we arrived at the border 
where we were met by Major Fick of the Royal Danish Army, 
who then led the convoy up to Aarhus. 

On arrival in Aarhus we were guided to the camp by Danish 
soldiers and the vehicles were parked in the lower half of the 
camp. After the vehicles had been refuelled and cleaned out, 
the personal kit was loaded up and taken to some very rugged 
quarters. T h e biggest change from our normal way of living 
was the lack of hot water. As it came from the tap, we were 
surprised that it was not solid, and marvelled at the hardiness 
of the Danish soldiers who used cold water all the year round. 
One or two of our braver members, however, were not to be 
beaten and even took a shower. After being treated for frost-
bite we went back to the vehicle park where by now the cook-
house had been set up and after a short wait a meal was ready. 
By now news had reached us of the rear automatic exchange. 
It seemed that Corporal J. Ellis had somehow run out of road 

and torn off the front suspension and turned the vehicle over. 
This however did not effect the exchange which was still in 
good working order! 

T h e next day we set out early on a hundred mile map reading 
course which it appeared had been recced by someone on a 
bicycle. T h e course ended after several vehicles had been 
ditched and recovered by a civilian breakdown lorry. W e finished 
in exercise location some fifty miles north of Aarhus where we 
settled down to normal exercise routine. 

On the second day of the exercise we were visited by the 
C.O. who had flown up to Aarhus the day before. After 
breakfast he went round the exercise location to see how his 
Regiment were functioning under such different conditions. We 
had a short move and after another night in the field we headed 
back to Aarhus. 

When we arrived back the missing Scammel team had arrived 
after using a Deutsch mark piece for a valve in the compressor 
for the last part of the journey. Well done, our L . A . D . ! 

From this time on we had a bit more time to ourselves. T h e 
next morning we cleaned up the vehicles and set out to see 
what we could of Aarhus. 

Aarhus is a cathedral city of about one hundred and thirty 
inhabitants, which has its own university and is also the largest 
harbour town in Jutland. It is the home of the " Ceres " beers 
and the brewery is the third largest in Denmark and the big-
gest outside Copenhagen, " D e n Gamble B y " or " T h e Old 
T o w n " is a museum of old Danish architecture and is laid out 
as an old village, with cobbled streets and market place. Early 
Saturday morning our organised trip to Copenhagen left in 
high spirits. In Copenhagen everyone went his own way. That 
" a good time was had by a l l " there is no doubt. Those who 
were left behind continued to explore Aarhus and the neigh-
bouring area. On Sunday we visited Aebeltoft, a small fishing 
town about forty miles from Aarhus. 

On Monday the Copenhagen trip returned and on Tuesday 
we played the Danes at football and after a good, hard game 
we lost. In the afternoon we were lucky enough to have a visit 
to the Ceres brewery and " Den Gamble By ." In the evening a 
cricket match between Aarhus and ourselves took place. Once 
again we lost after a most entertaining match. 

Wednesday we had to ourselves to do some shopping and 
have a last look around and on Thursday morning we formed 
our convoy once more and started the four hundred mile trek 
back to Bunde. 

a A N D S I « IVAL R E G I M E N T 

Tlie Case of tiie Miss ing ^^Wire" Notes . A thorough 
search from cover to cover has failed to reveal the Regiment's 
notes in last month's WIRE! Files have been checked, re-
checked, and checked again; the registers of correspondence 
" OUT " and recorded delivery books have all come out a blank. 
T h e case will no doubt rank with many more on the "Mysteries 
not solved " file to all except one person! And he—the corres-
pondent—to him the solution is a simple one. None were 
sent, because, due to leave, etc., none were written. Apologies, 
gentlemen; let's make up for it now. 
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The Y e o m e n of Catter ick . Bulford took on a distinct 
" T o w e r of London atmosphere" in early July, when i8 
" Yeomen of old Catterick " came to visit us at the end of their 
course. The signs of great stress and strain over the past months 
were evident upon their faces, and their tired, weary bodies 
just about managed to crawl into and out of the one, two, three, 
four, five—or was it six?—private limousines that conveyed 
them about. Seriously—it was nice to see them, and to be 
able to give them a look at our " integrated " Regiment in its 
air portable role; even if they all didn't pay much heed to 
our constant worries in packing everything up in boxes, or crush-
ing equipment and crew into a half-ton trailer—one member 
certainly now has the opportunity of more careful study-— 
W.O.II (Yeoman) Coaker, who has recently joined us. What 
with him as a companion to Yeoman Gubler, and the arrival of 
two fully-fledged, brand sparkling new, untouched Foremen— 
Staff Sergeants Langford and Wilkins—we should go from 
strength to strength! 

Comings and Goin)i<s. Our most distinguished ' comer ' 
must surely be Colonel J. W . Eagle who arrived recently as our 
new C.S.O. and to whom, along with Mrs. Eagle, we bid a 
cheery welcome. We cannot yet say our most distinguished 
' goer ' is Colonel Tulloch however, because he just doesn't seem 
to want to go. What's that they say about " o l d soldiers never 
. . . . " Who was it who laid the D i o cable so low across the 
bride path on Beacon Hill as to cause our late C.S.O.'s horse 
to stumble, and thus cause our late C.S.O. to topple o f f—we 
shall never know. Some said O.C. i Squadron laid it as a remote 
to his transmitters, some said O.C. 2 Squadron built the route, 
and some said it should have been Quad or D8 at least. But 
there you are—you never get to the bottom of this sort of 
thing. 

Other ' new b o y s ' to the Regiment include Major G . Proud-
man as Second-in-Command, Lieutenant K . Risby as T . O . T . , 
Captain M. Keeling who calls himself Second-in-Command of 
2 Squadron, S.S.M. Peat, who, as the S.S.M. of 2 
Squadron, we suppose is Third-in-Charge, and C.S.M. 
J. Ferguson of the Queen's Own Highlanders who comes to take 
over the reins of our Divisional Headquarters Squadron. Talk-
ing of Highlanders, our one cap badge is very much alone 
amongst the kilts and trews of our Regimental Provost Staff. 

Amongst those who have left are Major E. Smith, who is to 
become Brigade Major of the Sultan of Muscats Armed Forces, 
Captain (T.O.T.) Green—destined for warmer and drier climes, 
and C.S.M. " J a c k " French, M.M., B.E.M., of the Scots 
Guards, who has left us in favour of some Apprentices 
in Arborfield. 

Females in So ld iers I l a r r a e k Rooms . Just imagine 
the scandal—two females were found in a soldiers' barrack room 
in the Sandhurst Block, Bulford Camp—and by no leas a person 
than the Commanding Officer himself! Disgraceful the Press 
would say—the matter will be raised in the House. And at 
II o'clock in the morning too, when the barracks were being 
inspected. The C .O. was very quick to spot them—swinging on 
a long suspended pole—and I suppose it will come out sooner 
or later—not a stitch of clothing between them. One thing's 
certain—they will never come out, sooner or later. T h e females? 
T w o budgerigars in a gilded cage. T h e C.O.'s only comment: 
" Dirty cage—get the tray cleaned." 

W o r k ? I suppose some mention of work must be made if 
only to justify our constant demands upon the Officer I / C 
Records for more men! One bit of work done recently was an 
exercise called " Griffin." That's a particular name to a series of 
games we play periodically. It's quite good fun, but calls for a 
lot of humour. Y o u all get dressed up in full kit, and your 
kit has to be marked in white paint on a black background. 
Then, with your identity discs around your neck and your 
international certificates of vaccination against smallpox and 
yellow fever in your left hand, you struggle through a check 
point at an imaginary airfield. You must have those certificates 
because if you haven't got them you won't be allowed to land 
in the country that you are likely going to defend—so that's 
most important. Y o u have to watch your diet also because if 
you and aU your kit weighs more than 2501b. they won't let 
you on the aircraft because it upsets the balance and the boys 
in blue say its hard to get off the ground—let alone fly level 
when you do manage to get up. Another very important point 
is your own ' wings.' These are your P .T . shoes which must be 
packed in your small haversack so as to be sticking out on 
either side for quick release. These are not to help you fly or 
to keep balance—but to quickly change into before boarding the 
aircraft! Y o u see you are not allowed to walk on the thick 

oir^ 

An Act of Man or an Act of God ! Rumour has it that a certain 
senior officer is not altogether satisfied wi t l i the line laying technique 

of a certain unit ! 
Illllllllllllllllllllll 

R.A.F. carpets inside the aircraft in those big boots we wear. 
But back to the game. As I said it is only an imaginary airfield, 
so once you have struggled past the check point you struggle on 
down the road as if you were really flying. After four or five 
miles you come to a field where imaginary aircraft have dropped 
all your offices and tents for a headquarters. T h e fun really 
starts, then, when you have to put up all these tents, so you 
have somewhere dry where you can take all your wet clothes 
off. (Did I forget to say at the beginning you may only do this 
on a wet day?) T h e putting up of all this tentage is good sport 
really—and the labour is found from anyone who is around 
from Lieutenant-Colonels to W.O.Is and Signalmen. N o w and 
then you see the odd private soldier and clerk you know. But 
then, once the Big T o p is up, and all the equipment is un-
packed and working, the game is, alas, too soon all over. T h e 
same imaginary aircraft takes you back, on your own two feet 
to the not so imaginary barracks called ' home.' 

But, it's all for a purpose, and that purpose will soon be ful-
filled when, during this month we are all bound for the better 
weather and more than our share of sand, on a real exercise. 
We shall be giving a full account of the exercise in the Christmas 
edition. 

lUh Regiment (Depot) 

Best Recruit 
Our best recruit this month 

is Signalman Priestly, of 
Bradford, Yorkshire. He has 
already done a lot of travel-
ling, having been to school 
in :fenghazi, and he hopes to 
be able to continue his 
travels around the world. He 
spends much of his spare 
time painting, and is also a 
keen swimmer and cricketer. 
W e congratulate him on his 
efforts so far and hope he 
will continue to succeed in 
future Regiments in the 
Corps. 

Continued on page 376 
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OFFICERS' MESS 
I SIGNAL REGIMENT 

( D E P O T ) 

No, the above Is not the result of a dining-out night, 
although in the light of some very hectic evenings in the past, 
one could be forgiven for jumping to that conclusion. It is not 
the result of the Editor's exhortation to show a more adventur-
ous spirit either! A big demolition programme has been in 
operation in Catterick, and for one horrible moment it looked as 
if the Mess itself would suffer at the hands of the ruthless 
contractor. However, we managed to hold out, and can once 
again sleep soundly at night. 

We say goodbye this month to seven of our officers: Captain 
G. Barnett, Lieutenant Lawrence, Lieutenant Crouch, 
Lieutenant Flannery, Lieutenant Cheal, Captain G. R. Barnett, 
our tame infantier, Captain J. Prescott, and Lieutenant Parker, 
who nearly, but not quite, talked himself out of the Army six 
months ahead of schedule. We wish them every luck in their 
new appointments. 

W e also welcome three new officers: Captain Thomas, 
Captain Pickup and Lieutenant Walden, and hope they enjoy 
their tour here in Catterick. 

B a n d Notes , by LANCE-CORPORAL K . COOMBER 
As I sit here, basking in the sunshine of late July, con-

tentedly sucking my pipe and pondering over recent events 
in the Band calendar, I find it difficult to recall the misery—if 
I may call it that—which shrouded our activities as recently as 
the Old Comrades' reunion week-end. The Catterick sky, rarely 
a shade of blue, was distinctly overcast and ominously grey for 
the whole week prior to the visit of the legion of old soldiers, 
whose own special week-end was to be ruined by torrential 
rain. And did it rain! T h e Band's Retreat was cancelled on 
the Friday, the first time in living memory, to the disappoint-
ment of many, who proceeded to drown their sorrows in various 
bars in the various Warrant Officers' and Sergeants' Messes, 
those, that is, who were unable to find a seat in Baghdad 
Gymnasium, where the Band gave a sort of consolation concert. 

However, though still cold and damp, Saturday saw us per-
forming on the square before a sizeable audience and, suitably 
perspiring, the Band were applauded off, with the feeling 
amongst some that perhaps the tedious rehearsals in near-
monsoon conditions had not after all been in vain. 

T h e annual Corps dinner, on 29th May, was its usual 
success, and presented the Light Orchestra and Fanfare Team 
with another opportunity to renew their acquaintance with the 
" big city," a welcome break from our exile in Catterick. Our 
erstwhile Director of Music, Colonel Judd, was present at the 
dinner and obviously on top form as he mildly rebuked the 
double bass player for putting into the National Anthem a 
passing note which, alleged the Colonel, was " not in the 
official version." 

T h e Touring Band are now well into this year's tour, and it 
seems from sparse reports, which we in Catterick occasionally 
receive, are finding their concerts as popular as ever. This 
year they have added Bournemouth to their already impressive 
list of successes, and I understand that some of the chaps rate 

this town above even Eastbourne for its facilities for quenching 
the thirst of dry bandsmen. 

Since I wrote last, quite a number of people have left us, 
and names which spring readily to mind include Musician 
Peter Brown, a drummer, who, during his three years' stay with 
the Band, earned himself the reputation of being our shrewdest 
businessman. I understand that he has formed a trio to tour 
the London clubs, with two other recent " demobees," Bob 
Haysmith and Mick Mallen. 

Before closing, I must not forget to include our congratula-
tions, which go to Corjroral K e n Stobbs and Mrs. Stobbs on 
the recent birth of their first child, not forgetting Musician 
Alec (Spike) Milligan and Mrs. Milligan who have achieved a 
similar success. I might just add, both fathers are feeling fine! 

W a r r a n t Of f icers ' and .Sergeants' M e s s 
On 19th June a formal dinner was held in the Mess Annexe. 

The tables shone—the silver glowed in the light thrown by the 
candelabra—which reflected the white of mess jackets, the gleam 
of medals (see photo). Somewhat of a trial occasion this, but 
we hope to initiate regular guest nights here in the Depot. 
The fact of these proposed dinner nights will ensure that the 
cadre see more of transit personnel and that the Depot Regi-
ment becomes the Home Mess of the Royal Signals. Brigading 
is not possible, but the aim is to make the Warrant Officers' 
and Sergeants' Mess the Headquarters, Sergeants' Mess, for 
the whole Corps. 

A n " oriental evening" was held in July. Saki, an array 
of 26 Chinese dishes, an excellent cabaret—these were a few 
of the items produced by Staff Sergeant Ben Jolley, A.C.C. , 
and the P.E.C., Staff Sergeant Terry Cushin and his team. A 
fancy dress contest was deservedly won by Mrs. Newsham. 
A terrifying Chinese tong leader proved, when added to a 
pipe, to be the R.S.M. 

Cricket news is somewhat " old h a t " — a n d , in any case, we 
lost both matches; the first versus the officers of the Regiment, 
the second against the School of Signals Sergeants' Mess. 
Actually, we have a sneaking suspicion that we lost to the 
officers due to convulsions following a remark concerning . . . 
oranges at half-time! 

T h e curry tiffin is a considerable success. This is held 
monthly, on the Regimental Sunday, which is the second Sunday 
in the month. Apart from saving the wives the work of 
cooking Sunday lunch, we rather pride ourselves in the excel-
lence of the cuisine we offer. 

Warrant Officers and Sergeants Formal Dinner—19th June 1963, 
I I th Signal Regiment WO's and Sergeants 

T u g - o f - W a r 
T h e Regiment provided two tug-of-war teams for the 

Northern Command Championships held in Catterick in July 
— a n 88-stone team consisting entirely of recruits from i Squad-
ron, and a team of " heavies" at 100 stone. T h e latter was, 
unfortunately, knocked out in the first round, but the 88-stone 
team, which had been well coached by Staff Sergeant P. Gill, 
went from strength to strength, having knocked out the 
favourites, 6th Battalion, R.A.O.C., in the first round. T w o 
straight pulls demolished 8th Regiment in the semi-finals. 
By this time the team had perfected a very tidy " b o d d i n g " 
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movement, and they finally ran out winners in two hard pulls 
against 3rd Royal Tank Regiment in the final. By winning the 
Northern Command Championships and the Yorkshire District 
Cup, the team qualified for the Army Championships, held 
two weeks later in Aldershot. There, the team came up against 
much tougher opposition of " professionals" from R.S.M.E., 
Chatham, in the first round and were eliminated. However, 
can we claim that this is the first occasion when recruits have 
been seen in the Army Championships? 

Standing, left to right : Staff Sergeant P. Gill, Signalman Gravestock, 
Signalman Roche, Lieutenant R. J. Lettin, Signalman Woodhouse, 

Signalman McNaney 
Kneeling, left toright: Signalman Ramsay, Signalman Dickinson, 

Signalman Moffatt, Signalman Hegg 

ROYAL SIGNALS 
OFFICIAL CHRISTMAS CARDS 

OttBEit rOKM 

To: GALE AND POLDEN LTD., WELLINGTON PRESS, ALDERSHOT. 

F r o m U n i t 
PLEASE WRITE IN BLOCK LETTERS 

A d d r e s s 

P a t t e r n " A * 

P lease supply P a t t e r n " B " C h r i s t m a s C a r d s 

* a n d c h a r g e t o t h e a c c o u n t of 

* f o r w h i c h I e n c l o s e r e m i t t a n c e of £ 

* D e l e t e l i n e w h i c h is inappl icab le . 

D a t e S i g n e d . . 

D E S C R I P T I O N 
PATTERN " A " 

F o l d i n g card w i t h co lour r e p r o d u c t i o n o n f r o n t of early s ignal l ing 
m e t h o d s f r o m a paint ing n o w iii the M u s e u m . I l l u m i n a t e d 
R o y a l S i g n a l s c r e s t in g o l d , s i lver, g r e e n , r e d a n d b l u e , p r i n t e d 
a b o v e g r e e t i n g ins ide c a r d . E a c h card i n plain e n v e l o p e . 

1 2 / - per d o z e n , H o m e . 1 0 / - p e r d o z e n , O v e r s e a s . 

PATTERN " B " 
F o l d i n g card w i t h i l luminated R o y a l S i g n a l s crest in g o l d , s i lver , 

^ e e n , red a n d b l u e o n f r o n t , t ied k n o t of R o y a l S ignals r i b b o n , 
inset pr inted g r e e t i n g s o n l y . E a c h in plain e n v e l o p e . 

9 / - per d o z e n . H o m e . 7 / 9 per d o z e n . O v e r s e a s . 

POST FREE 

T E R M S : S i g n e d Off ic ia l O r d e r or C a s h w i t h O r d e r . 

(Price includes Purchase Tax for Home Orders) 

TRIUMPH-
POWER IN HAND... 
ON DUTY AND OFF 
If you can handle It, real power adds zest to the pleasure 
of motorcycling. 

That's why the skilful riders of the Royal Signals 
Display Team, together with hundreds of other official 
bodies all over the world, always choose Triumph. 

Doesn't that make a Triumph the ideal off-duty motor-
cycle for you? 

THE BE^T MOTORCYCLE IN THE W O R L D 
Triumoh Engineering Co. Ltd.. a member of the Birmingham Smail Arms Group of Comp«nle« 
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Visit of U.S. Officers 
L. to R. Lieutenant-Colonel J. C. Clinch, Second Lieutenant K. G. 
Turner, Colonel R. K. Carver, Major P. Mallin, Major Springer, 
Captain F. C. Lettin, Captain P. E. C. Davies, Major G. L. Davies 

Visiting the Kindergarten 
L to R.: Miss Sabitri Gurung, Mrs. King Martin, Major R. T. Home, 
Captain (Q.G.O.) Ramendiaser Gurung, Lieutenant (QGO) Ankiram 

Rai 

17th G U R K H A REGIMEIVT S E U E M B A N 
L ive ly Scenes A t J u m b l e Sa le 

August started well for the Regiment, with the presentation 
of $1,000 for Gurkha Welfare, from the proceeds of the Gar-
rison Fete. A definite percentage having been promised before 
the fete, the Regiment worked even harder to make the Jumble 
Stall a success. 

This year it was decided to have a rops barrier around the 
stall, to limit the buyers crowding in, and also a guard of 
Gurkhas, armed with canes. Even so, those selling the jumble 
had a hectic time guarding against goods being snatched 
away without payment, and stopping the tables being over-
turned. However, the $i,ooo made it very worthwhile, and early 
in the month Mrs. J. D . King-Martin, the wife of the Deputy 
Commander, visited the Regiment and presented a cheque to 
the acting Gurkha Major, Captain (Q.G.O.) Ramendrasen 
Gurung. Mrs. King-Martin then visited the Family Lines and 
saw the M.I. Room, the hospital, school and kindergarten. 

We have had three visits from the United States Army. First, 
Major Springer, from S.E.A.T.O. in Thailand, then Colonel 

Carver, United States Liaison Officer, and Colonel James A 
Scott, Jnr., United States Military Attache in Kuala Lumpur. 
The last-named, although an old friend of the Regiment, was 
in fact visiting it for the first time in daylight. 

There was a departure from routine when a party of 150 from 
the Regiment went to the Cameron Highlands for " change of 
air." T h e time was spent in jungle treks and sports. T h e last 
jungle trek was enlivened by the fact that, unbeknown to those on 
the trek, there was a tiger in the vicinity. Visits were made to 
Gunong Brinchang V H P Relay Station, tea estates, and the 
Government Agricultural Experimental Station. A privileged few 
visited the Jor Underground Power Station, the main generating 
station for the Cameron Highlands Hydro-Electric project. They 
were all very impressed, especially by the journey down the 
entrance tunnel, which is nearly half a mile long, with a gradient 
of I in 7 inches. Although a few people found the air definitely 
cold, the week's stay was full of interest and a large number of 
hill-station plants were brought back to Sersmban to be planted 
around the Unit as a reminder. 

18th R E G I M E N T 
c/o G.P.O. , S I N G A P O R E 

CelebrntioH to m a r k the d e p a r t u r e of the 
' K iw i s . ' The Warrant Officers' and Sergeants' Mess is 
normally reticent in having the public gaze directed on their 
activities, but on this special occasion it was our privilege to 
show the senior members of the Royal N e w Zealand Signals 
our appreciation for their cheerful company and good work, 
prior to their departure to New Zealand. T h e Mess turned out 
in good strength and we were honoured by the presence of 
Major W. Batty in his capacity as Acting Commanding Officer, 
Mrs. Batty, and a number of officers of the Regiment and 
attached Squadrons and their ladies. The Mess President gave 
a short speech on behalf of the Mess members. He con-
gratulated the ' K i w i s ' on their cheerful attitude and the enter-
tainment they have provided on many occasions in the Mess. 
All members will have very pleasant memories of their stay 
with us and are sincerely sorry to see them leave. Mrs. Batty 
very kindly presented to W.O.II Rogers, the senior ' K i w i ' 
member a shield depicting the Island of Singapore to com-
memorate their stay with us. Additionally, each ' K i w i ' member 
(including Captain Rutledge, O.C. N.Z. Troop) was presented 
with a pair of silver cuff links bearing the Corps crest, which 
were made in Thailand, thus providing a link with Exercise 
" Dahnarajata " and the Corps. W.O.II Rogers replied to the 
President's speech and thanked all members for their kindness 
and generosity during their stay. He then presented to the 
President, on behalf of the ' K i w i ' members a plaque depicting 
a Kiwi to commemorate the occasion. This was greatly 
appreciated by the Mess and the plaque will undoubtedly have 
a place of honour among our trophies and will serve to remind 
us of the ' K i w i ' gentlemen. T h e evening proceeded in usual 
style and was greatly enjoyed by all present. 

W.O.II Rogers presenting a plaque depicting a Kiwi, to the Mess 
and the Mess President accepting it 

21st R E G I M E N T 
B .F .P .O . 4 3 

2 S q u a d r o n entered a team in the R .A.F. Geilenkirchen 
6-a-side hockey knock-out for the challenge trophy put up by 
that station. Sixteen teams from Army and R .A.F. units were 
entered and the standard of play was high. The weather was 
perfect and we could not have asked for a more enjoyable day 
out. T h e team, captained by Lieutenant M . F. Andrews and 
fielding our newest member of the Squadron, Signalman K e n -
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neally, fought their way through three matches to reach the 
semi-final without conceding a goal. Their happy progress was 
then terminated by R.A.F. Wildenrath who went on to win the 
trophy. 

Pro j e c t s a n d W o r k ( f o r U n e m e n and Cab l e 
J o i n t e r s ) . With an almost standing list of 35 projects in the 
Squadron, none can complain of being idle or bored. We can 
offer an infinite variety of work from re-wiring hangars and 
offices to laying U G cables and installing frames. Al l enter-
prising linemen, cable jointers, technicians and drivers in the 
Corps who are in any way unsatisfied with their present work, 
find it limiting, soul destroying or tedious, are willing to work 
long hours on a worthwhile task and meet the functions for 
which they were trained, are invited to apply for a posting to 
this Regiment. 

3 Squadron . T h e usually quiet holiday month of August 
has, in fact, been one of variety, interest and hard work for 
the Squadron. 

" F " Troop, under their new O.C., Lieutenant Middleton, 
commenced the month by carrying out line laying demonstra-
tions to parties of R.A.F. Cadets from Cranwell, this was fol-
lowed by a trip to R.A.F. Gutersloh where they completed a 
small U G project, some 400 yards of 10 pr armoured. T h e 
weather was sunny and even Signalmen Brown and Percival left 
their vehicles and joined in with a shovel each. (The Troop still 
are wondering how Lieutenant Neil Walter managed to mislay 
the 500 metre drum of 10 pr armoured.) T h e Troop also re-
covered a ten-mile armoured " Stecke " which had been in the 
ground for four years. This task gave them an enormous 
appetite and has removed any " obese " tendencies. 

" L " and " N " Airfield Signal Troops have also been busy. 
" L " Troop has completed the training of all its linemen as 
System Controllers and " N " Troop have managed to clear all 
outstanding projects. 

T h e month was wound up for the Squadron by the visit of 
the C.S.O., Brigadier J. E. Anderson, C.B.E., who fortunately 
was able to see them laying more cable and not fire-fighting. 

22nd U E C i l M E N T 
I I .F .P .O. 1 « 

H .Q . Squadron . Because of summer leave, and a pause 
before the Autumn crop of exercises, this month has been 
comparatively quiet. Of note was the first of the Adventure 
Training Expeditions, a gentle stroll to Winterberg by patrols 
of five men. T h e task given was to cover about 40 miles in 
three days, carrying on the back all that was required in the 
way of food, clothing, bedding and cooking gear. This seemed 
quite easy until the teams discovered the denseness of the woods 
to the various checkpoints, which were placed at the top of 
progressively higher hills, the last being just over 2,500 feet 
high! With detours, all patrols covered at least 50 miles before 
reaching their objective. One team, sleeping under a bridge to 
escape the torrential rain on the first night, got soaked in their 
sleeping bags by a stream which formed overnight! Al l got 
back to camp very weary, but with the knowledge of a difficult 
task completed. 

W e also say goodbye to S.S.M. Turley on promotion to 
R.Q.M.S.; we wish him the best of luck in his new Regiment. 

1 Squadron . August has been a relatively quiet month as 
regards exercises, but there have been many other things to 
keep us busy. 

Our Adventure Training has steadily been increasing. 
Exercise " Rambler Thrust," already mentioned by H.Q. Squad-
ron, took place in the Harz Mountains, around Winterberg. A 
good time was had by all! Next on the training list is Exercise 
" Pedal Thrust," in which the Regiment will become mounted 
on fiery iron steeds to wage war on the Teutonic roadways in 
order to reach four borders in ten days. Apparently the Quarter-
master is indenting for ' Saddle S o a p ' in order to " Break in " 
our Army bicycles. 

T h e Squadron were hosts to a party from 247 Ghurkha 
Squadron who came to learn all about the D n , and did so 
with their usual efficiency. 

T h e Regimental sports day went off very well indeed. "Hie 
Sim shone brightly all day. Al l events were closely fought, the 
result being a win for 244 Squadron, closely followed by our-
selves (i Squadron) and H.Q. Squadron. 

Captain P. Jolliffe, T .A. , Royal Signals, has spent his training 
period with us, and very glad we were to have him. W e hope 
he will visit us again. 

Officer Cadet Jobes has just joined us for a month from 
Durham University, and we hope he will enjoy his stay. He 
is one of the first of what we hope will be many. 

244 Squadron . T o add to the infinite variety of our 
existence this Squadron now has a permanent detachment in 
Belgium. Some grumbles have been heard about the food, 
but none about the distance which separates the detachment 
from S.H.Q. and therefore discourages too frequent visits. Any-
way, we now have vacancies for Flemish speaking volunteers. 
They must, of course, be superb tradesmen and they should be 
keen on the idea of being on exercises for eight months out of 
the twelve. Applications to O.I .C. Records, please. 

W e found time this month for a Squadron Dance in our 
Xenos Club. A welcome contribution of D M 50 from the P R I 
enabled Lance-Corporal Greenup, A.C.C. , to produce a magni-
ficent curry and cold buffet. Not, by any means, a historic 
party, but it was good to relax with our wives in our own Club 
again. 

Incidentally, we almost lost our Club recently. During the 
last few exercises, Mrs. Carroll, the Squadron Commander's 
wife, has taken to borrowing the Club for Wives' Get-togethers. 
This is all very well, but when we came back from the last 
exercise several wives were heard talking about " t h e i r " club 
room. This idea has been scotched. W e think. 

Lieutenant John Graham has returned after months and 
months of parachute and Outward Bound courses. He is but 
a shadow of his old self, but a few weeks of compo will revive 
him. 

O.LC. Records seems to have opened the sluice gates just a 
little. Welcome to Corporal Sands, Lance-Corporal Wynne, 
Signalmen Cunliffe, Balfour, Keenman, Toner, Strugnell, Jones 
and Campbell. W e all hope that they will greatly enjoy their 
service in the Red Hand Squadron. 

The Signal Officer in Chief, and Commanding Officer, Warrant Officers and Sergeants of 22nd i^egiment on the occasion of the SO-in-C's 
visit in June 1963 
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Three Weeks Expedition to Alps 

"J" Troop, 205 Squadron Show Their Mettle 

10 Minute break at Lac Blanc. Signalman Pybus sorts out rope, 
Signalman Ather offers advice 

Perilous Adventure as Party scale 11,000 foot peak 

No sooner had " A " Troop returned from Exercise " S k y 
High " in Norway, than " J " Troop departed for Exercise 

" Layabout I I " in Chamonix, in the French Alps. The name 
of the exercise is somewhat misleading, the original idea being 
to " Lay a b o u t " 30 miles of cable. This was sadly misinter-
preted in certain quarters. 

" J " Troop's departure was a rather frenzied affair. They 
returned to barracks on 31st July having been Border Patrolling 
for three weeks, and were left with one day in which to prepare 
for an 800-mile drive and a three-week exercise. That they 
managed to do so was due to the efforts of Sergeant Back, 
Troop Sergeant, who had remained b;hind during the last week 
of the Border Patrol in order to amass the equipment required. 

T h e party, one officer, 15 other ranks, and five vehicles, left 
on the morning of the 2nd August. T h e journey was uneventful, 
apart from the usual minor mishaps—the brakes on a 2-ton 
trailer carrying 3,000 litres of petrol caught fire, the convoy was 
split up by traffic jams, breakdown, and accidents, into three 
parts spread over 500 miles of autobahn—but these little 
difficulties were overcome, and the Troop arrived in Chamonix 
more or less intact on 5th August. 

Lieutenant Noonan's pessimism about finding a camp site in 
or near Chamonix proved well founded. Every available patch 
of ground turned out to be full of campers, who were paying 
through the nose for the privilege. However, about 10 km. out-
side the town, near the Swiss border, a very attractive site was 
found, with parking facilities, a stream, level ground for the 
tents, all mod cons in fact, and nobody else there. This last fact 
was enough to arouse suspicion, but there were no prohibitory 
signs and no fences, and possession being nine-tenths of the law, 
the Troop moved in. 

Of course, it was only when tents had been pitched, latrines 
dug, and cookhouse set up, that the owner of the land appeared. 
He was very agitated, in normal Gallic style, and the only word 
he uttered which was immediately understood was " gendarme." 

This word occurred repeatedly throughout the tirade, and it was 
only the discreet flash of a 100 franc note which restored the 
Entente Cordiale. 

The Troop settled in, and next day the training began. A 
party of 12 set off into the mountains, carrying 60 to yolb. packs. 
T h e plan was to bivouac at Lac Blanc, approximately 6,000 feet, 
and climb the Aiguille de Belvedere (9,000ft.) the following 
morning. T h e party was then to traverse the ridge and climb 
the Brevent, returning to the valley that evening, or possibly 
making another bivouac and returning the following morning. 

" J " Troop soon discovered that mountaineering is a very 
exhausting business, and certain people found that they were 
not as fit as they thought. By the time the tail-enders arrived 
at Lac Blanc it was very nearly dark. T o everyone's surprise 
and deliglit there was a French Alpine Club hut there, almost 
empty, so the envisaged night in the open was not necessary. 
It was just as well, because with the darkness came the inevitable 
bad weather which was to plague the exercise for the next 
fortnight. 

Next morning it was raining steadily, and visibility was 
restricted to about 20 yards. Through the odd breaks in the 
cloud, new snow could be seen on the peaks, so the plan was 
abandoned, and the party descended by a different route to the 
valley. 

A day was spent in camp licking wounds and preparing for 
the next excursion. 

This time the plan was to get as many people as possible 
to the top of the Aiguille de I 'M in the Mont Blanc range. This 
peak is about 11,000 ft. high. T h e party started from Chamonix 
and spent the first day plodding up to the Montenvers Hotel 
which overlooks the Mer de Glace. 

T h e normal time for this ascent is given as 2J hours, but " J " 
Troop varied between i j and 4} hours. Their arrival at the 
Montenvers caused quite a stir. People were used to seeing 
soldiers roaming round the mountains, but they knew instinc-
tively that these were neither French Chasseurs nor Italian 
Alpini, because these famous Alpine troops were much too 

En route to Aiguille del' ' M '. Left to right: Driver Mcllwaine, 
Lance Corporal Candon, Signalman Buckley, Signalman Ather 
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sensible to carry such enormous packs and such heavy-looking 
equipment. When they learned that these were, in fact, the 
mad English, whose ways cannot be explained, they went away 
shaking their heads and smiling sadly. 

The party bivouacked not far from the hotel, on the west 
bank of the glacier. It was a very cold, clear night, with more 
stars visible than any of the party had ever seen before. 

At 04.30 next morning they breakfasted, and leaving the packs 
set off again. After about two hours climbing the Nantillons 
glacier was reached, and crossed with difficulty. 

The next stage was to climb a couloir to the Col de la Buch. 
This was a steep and unpleasant ^ l l y , full of loose rocks. 
Only six of the party managed to climb this. At the Col, the 
party roped up, and climbed the Aiguille de I'M, a simple, but 
very attractive climb. The summit was reached at midday by 
Lieutenant Noonan, Lance-Corporal Candon, Lance-Corporal 
Rogers, Corporal Santer, Signalman Ather. This was a very 
creditable effort by the last three, who had never climbed before. 

After the traditional cigarette at the top, the party descended 
to the Col, and Sergeant Back, who had not been able to take 
part in the actual climb because of inadequate foot-wear, took 
the party, less Lieutenant Noonan and Lance-Corporal Candon, 
down to the glacier again and set off back to Montenvers. 

Lieutenant Noonan and Lance-Corporal Candon stayed behind 
to climb the Petit Charmoz, slightly higher than the ' M, ' and 
a little more difficult. This they did in two hours, and then they 
too began the descent. 

The party reunited at Montenvers, a quick beer, and then 
down to the valley. By 18.00 hours the last of the party were 
down and heading back to camp in vehicles. 

The next day was a day of rest. 
The weather had by now become so bad that climbing of 

any sort was out of the question. The stream running past the 
camp had become a raging torrent, rising two feet during the 
night. 

The " wet-weather" plan was put into action. The Troop 
split into pairs and was sent on an initiative exercise. Five days 
were given in which each pair had to hitch-hike to the furthest 
point they could reach and back again. A prize was to be 
awarded to the pair with the most interesting story and 
souvenirs. 

Some of the stories that were told at the end of the exercise 
would be worth a page in THE WIRE themselves, but suffice it 
to say that Signalman Hall and Signalman Wilson won on 
perseverance and sheer blatant opportunism. 

Lieutenant Noonan, Lance-Corporal Candon and Driver 
Mcllwaine stayed in Chamonix in the hope of the weather 
clearing, but heavy snowfalls put the high peaks out of condition, 
and two attempts on lower peaks were beaten by the weather. 

However, Lieutenant Noonan and Lance-Corporal Candon 
had an interesting time on a large and heavily crevassed glacier, 
in heavy rain and thick mist. In one place, the only way across 

S I G N A L M A N H A L L 
D E S C E N D I N G 

Note the piton hammer 
danghng r igh t ! 

one of these cracks in the ice entailed jumping a gap of about 
ten feet, one side being twenty feet higher than the other, to 
land on a narrow ledge of snow. The crevasse was at least 
one hundred feet deep. 

Further down, Lance-Corporal Candon lost his footing, and 
b e p n to slide rapidly down a steep ice-slope towards the in-
evitable crevasse. In his haste to find somewhere to belay the 
rope, Lieutenant Noonan also slipped and set off in pursuit of 
Lance-Corporal Candon. Fortunately the part of the crevasse 
into which they slid was spanned by a snow bridge, so no harm 
was done. 

On the 19th August, " J " Troop left Chamonix and began 
the long journey back to camp. Thanks to Craftsman Hayes of 
H.Q., 5 Infantry Brigade Group, L.A.D., who had worked for 
most of the three weeks keeping the vehicles running, they 
arrived without incident in the early hours of 21st August. 

Meanwhile, back at the Squadron, Squadron H.Q. and " A " 
Troop were exercising at Soltau. Second-Lieutenant Cowan 
writes: — 

" After Exercise ' Sky High,' in Norway and France, one 
might have said ' A ' Troop were battle scarred but somehow in 
one week they managed to resurrect the vehicles and radio sets, 
change their Troop Commander, and set off for a fortnight's 
camp at Soltau. 

" We had a large number of new operators to train and so 
Soltau was just the place to start from scratch. The first week's 
training definitely paid dividends and the new crews were well 
settled in for a minor Brigade exercise in the final phase of the 
camp. 

" We added several little extras in: P.E. training and tests 
every morning before breakfast; the odd map reading exercise on 
foot, for a change; excursions to Hamburg and Belsen; and 
swimming in both the locally dammed stream and a nearby pool. 

" All in all we had a very enjoyable but tiring fourteen days 
in the open." 

* * * 

Note.—The Editor regrets that some excellent photographs 
(three in colour) of mountain scenery were unfortunately un-
suitable for printing. 

20B ( C O M M O N W E A L T H ) SQUADItOX 
M A I ^ C C A c/o G.P.O. SINCiAPOnii; 

208 Squadron have an interesting story to tell of both work 
and play when they find themselves in Thailand. Their account 
ranges from the sterling performance of a O i l set to the startling 
effects of local whisky! 

208 Squadron had the privilege of being one of the few Com-
monwealth Units to be fully represented on S.E.A.T.O. Exercise 
" Dhana Rajata," in Thailand. 

The aim of the exercise was to get to know the country and 
the people and iron out some of the problems generated in a 
multi-national force of this kind. 

In the weeks of planning prior to the exercise the increased 
work load became steadily more noticeable and the day's work 
steadily longer. 

On the 7th May, Captain R. J. Costello pulled out of Terendak 
with the whole compliment of Squadron vehicles and a double 
dose of drivers. This was one of those not unusual occasions 
when the advance party of a fully air portable Squadron goes 
by sea. 

TTie plan was for the vehicle party to stay for about a week 
in Singapore, sail to Bangkok by L.S.T. and then motor the 400 
miles of dirt road to Ubon. 

The sea move on the L.S.T. Empire Kitiwake proved a delight-
ful experience. Cool nights, soft bunks plus films on the deck 
every evening, added up to a first-class cruise. 

Bangkok—well, more about that later. 
The road journey to Ubon was a wonderful experience not 

to be repeated. The roads were at times non-existent, certainly 
bearing no relation to the map, and the convoy nearly choked 
itself in its own dust. The only joy on the journey came from 
the Thai people. From the elders there was help and welcome, 
and from the children dignity and good manners. 

Soon after the vehicle party sailed, the main party moved to 
the transit camp at Nee Soon in Singapore, the rail journey 
went without a hitch. After the tedious and expensive week in 
Singapore the Squadron left by Hastings on a five hour flight to 
Ubon. 
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We flew into Ubon down the wavy, muddy line of the Mun 
River. On one side of the barren 2,000 yard strip of concrete 
sprawled the vast tented area of the Commonwealth Transit 
Camp. Other than the camp administrative staff the Squadron 
was the first Unit into Ubon. Almost a week went by before 
the arrival of the H.Q. and the first Battalion, and it was. Oh! 
so peaceful! We had time to explore and get to know our 
surroundings. Almost 12 hours after the Squadron flew in, 
Captain I. O. J. Sprackling flew out. Apparently the Squadron 
Commander jokingly told him that if he felt like going to 
Bangkok he might as well go. Within an hour he disappeared 
into the bowels of an American C 123 and was next seen four 
days later being disgorged from the nose of an R.N.Z.A.F. 
Bristol freighter. His experiences still remain a mystery. 

Ubon was a modern progressive town of about 40,000 people, 
set in the vast paddy field of N.E. Thailand. The surrounding 
country is as flat as a pancake as far as the eye can see, with 
sparse scrub dotted between the great lakes of paddy. 

One of the strongest initial impressions was the number of 
people in uniform. The bus conductresses were strikingly attrac-
tive in their tight grey uniforms and white socks, and later we 
discovered that almost all the basic amenities and public works 
were controlled and organised by the Army, or the Police, or 
both. 

The Thai girls were really something. Opportunities to see 
more of that something were provided in abundance, particularly 
by the three night clubs. The Frolic, The Hula and the Moon-
light. These establishments operated in the next stage down 
from inky blackness and towards the end of the exercise it was 
not surprising to see a single stripe and a crown and pip (on 
the same sleeve) illuminated by the same match. 

The transit camp itself was very well sited on the side of the 
nmway and occupying the only high ground in the area: Ten 
feet above the rest of it! Most of the basic amenities which 
make life tolerable were available. Much to the delight of the 
local population there was an open Field Shower System and the 
laundry girl was of the " I must keep a tight grip on myself " 
standard. 

Long before we left Terendak we were aware that a detach-
ment of Americans, one officer and thirty O.R.s would be 
attached to us for the period of the exercise to provide the trunk 
communications to the Force H.Q. One afternoon soon after 
our arrival in Ulx)n, a dusty 2i-ton truck pulled into the 
camp area. Second-Lieutenant Greg Nelson, Top-Sergeant 
Austen and their merry band of " Trop Scatterists " had arrived. 
At the time Major A. M. Hewson, our O.C., was dressed casually 
in an Army towel and a pair of basketball boots and in the 
process of washing his underpants. Second-Lieutenant Nelson 
withdrew and awaited a more opportune moment to introduce 
himself. 

The Americans fitted in perfectly with the Unit and remained 
with us all through the exercise. True, they had considerable 
difficulty in establishing their communications, but they finally 
made it on the last day of the exercise, just prior to being swal-
lowed up by a great big Globemaster. 

Second-Lieutenant Nelson is now the only officer in the 
125th Bn. U.S. Signal Corps who goes into a shop and asks 
" How much is that in Pounds Sterling!" 

During the swapping of uniforms that went on, the most 
extraordinary deal was struck by Corporal Folbigg. He acquired 
a brand new mohair sports coat, straight from the States, for a 
pair of O G slacks. The Australian slouch hat was at a premium, 
of course. These were fetching around $30.00 American before 
the rot set in. American Sergeant Worley remained a distinct 
figure throughout the exercise in his fatigues and British jungle 
hat. 

On the ist June the Brigade Commander, Brigadier R. B. 
Dawson, D.S.O., arrived with part of the Company of 2 R.A.R. 
There was a vast array of photographers and newsmen in 
attendance, together with a reception committee from Ubon 
town. Amongst the reception committee were Colonel Poon, the 
Thai Army Chief of Staff for Ubon area. Corporal Dent, the 
Ubon Chief of Police, and a team of Thai dancers. 

The great Bristol Britannia was an impressive entry for the 
Brigadier and from the moment he stepped off the aircraft the 
exercise began. 

The local Mekong whisky proved an unexpected stumbling 
block to the Squadron administration. It consists of an ill-
proportioned mixture of neat alcohol and methylated spirit 
which had a startling effect on some of the troops. It is the only 
liquid known to man which can keep Signalman Bradley in the 

position of attention for more than four hours—lying down of 
course. 

During the overland trip from Bangkok the radio equipment 
took a severe hammering and Radio Technician Sergeants Horton 
and MacLachlan were kept extremely busy. Sergeant Horton 
discovered an incredible aptitude for repairing American equip-
ment, which, under the circumstances, was a very lucky thing 
for them. 

On the 7th June the field force pulled out of the transit camp 
and headed for Amnat Charoen. A few hours later the Battalions 
were deployed in the field to the N.E. of Amnat Charoen and 
the Brigade H.Q. a few miles to the south. 

Amnat Charoen was completely different to Ubon. Touched 
only by the superficial vestige of the national civilisation it was 
still a considerable event to have a visitor with a fair skin. 

The town consisted of a rough football pitch surrounded by 
shops, houses and a small market place. The Governor's 
residence comprised the court room and gaol house as well. The 
people had the most charming manner and every soldier was 
made to feel like a king. Every day hundreds of town's folk 
gathered to watch the Air Supply Drops and the Commonwealth 
Air Forces gave them plenty of thrills with their low level 
" fly ins." 

The civil affairs programme was very extensive here. The 
Unit M.O.s gave medical assistance in the remote areas, the 
British Information Service providing a mobile cinema and a 
number of football matches against the local pupulation were 
organised. 

For the first match the whole town of three or four thousand 
turned out to watch. We were soundly thrashed and at the final 
whistle there was an expectant hush from the assembled multi-
tude. It was obvious that somebody had to make a speech 
regardless of the fact that no one in the crowd understood a 
word of English. 

In the prolonged silence that followed, the officers of the 
Brigade were left completely nonplussed. Suddenly our irrepres-
sible Sergeant Knowles mounted the rostrum at the side of the 
pitch and delivered an unforgettable oration which drew 
thunderous applause from everybody present. The speech started 
with, " We of 28 Commonwealth brackets on classified brackets 
off, etc., are very happy . . . ." We never did win a football 
match regardless of the strong apologies made by the town 
Governor. 

On the n t h June the Squadron was visited by Brigadier E. 
C. R. Blaker, O.B.E. He was able to see, first hand, some of the 
problems peculiar to our Squadron in its rather specialised role, 
and we hope he wiU visit us again when we are back at Terendak. 

On the 15th June the Brigade withdrew to Ubon for the final 
phase on the exercise. This was to be Exercise " Dhana Rajata " 
proper. The combined S.E.A.T.O. Field Force exercise. 

At this stage the only rear link communications to the Task 
Force H.Q. at Korat, some 200 miles away, was a one to one C i i 
link. The lone C i i detachment at Korat, commanded by 
Sergeant R. Harris, provided a voice/CW link for a steady 19 
hours ievery day. This was rather fortunate as the whole of the 
American tropospheric scatter complex collapsed through 
engineering difficulties, and their 400 watt HF sets just did not 
seem to get through satisfactorily. 

In the flat open country around Ubon, forwarcf communica-
tion was a "push o v e r " for the combined efforts of C i i and 
C42 stations, and from a Signals point of view ran like clock-
work. 

Towards the end of the exercise on the i8th June the Brigade 
was honoured by a visit from His Majesty the King of Thailand. 
During the visit an incident occurred which caused us more 
embarrassment than the sum total of all the minor errors 
throughout the exercise. The King was due to speak to the 
assembled Brigade and we were charged with the duty of fixing 
up the PA system. The job was given to the Technical Sergeant, 
Sergeant Horton, who took to the rather ancient Thai PA equip-
ment like a father to his erring son. He corrected it. 

The microphone was on a rostrum in the centre of the main 
runway. T o its front was the assembled Brigade and on its 
right the Commonwealth Honour Guard. The microphone feed 
cable ran just past the feet of the right marker of the Honour 
Guard; being not long enough to be put further away. Un-
fortunately about 30 seconds before the King marched to the 
rostrum, the Honour Guard did a " Right Close " movement. 
Thirty pairs of boots ground mercilessly into the feed cable and 
the King's words were lost in the dead microphone. 

It was several hours later before Sergeant Horton could be 
coaxed from his hiding place. 
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208 (Commonwealth) Squadron 
Malacca 

Sqn HQ in the heat of the Day 

Sergeant Norton successfully repairing American equipment 

CERTA-SEATO—Commonwealth-American Relations 

The Signal Centre at Amnat Charoen 

Signalman Remmer and Lance Corporal Meir. " Our Bread and 
Butter " 

The Boys : in a quiet moment. Left to right: Lance Corporal 
Seidel, Sergeant Worley (US), Signalman Ward, Signalman Simmonds 

Lance Corporal Bickett 
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The end of the very successful visit to Ubon came with the 
" Fly O u t " of the Battalions to Bangkok. Somebody, some-
where, had decided that the Battalions would be flown out by 
their respective national air forces. On the big day the mighty 
C130 Hercules of the R.A.A.F. arrived and departed to schedule 
with the Company of 2 R.A.R. The reliable old Bristol Freighter 
of the R.N.Z.A.F. departed on time with the Kiwi Battalion. 
Almost 24 hours and a few false starts later, one of the two 
Beverleys staggered in. Luckily this particular aeroplane 
managed to do two trips in the same day and clear i Koyli 
from the airfield before the R.A.A.F. Hercules was asked to do 
a second run. 

The visit to Bangkok at the end of the exercise had been the 
plum in the " Dhana Rajata " pudding from the very beginning. 
Unfortunately it was a plum shared only by the troops taking 
part in the S E A T O parade through Bangkok. The balance of 
troops flew direct to Singapore from Ubon with the exception of 
the vehicle parties which went by rail to Bangkok and hence to 
Singapore by sea. 

The Squadron parade contingent consisted of about half the 
exercise personnel equally divided and representing the British 
and Australian nations. The British section was led by Major 
A. M. Hewson and Lieutenant R. G. Eider, our Australian 
subaltern, led the other. 

Conditions in the Stadium Transit Camp in Bangkok were 
by no means good, and preparations for the parade were so 
intense that few people were able to get around and sample 
the delights of the city. 

When the parade was all over the Squadron was available 
to do justice to the city. In a survey, held later, it was 
found that the famous Bangkok temples did not figure as 
the main attraction; the place behind the Coca Cola factory 
seemed to be the favourite. 

After a few glorious days in Bangkok the Squadron re-
turned in bits and pieces to our host unit in Singapore, i8th 
Regiment. Many thanks to them for making us so welcome. 

229 S4I1JADROX ( B E R L I N ) 
B .F .P .O. 45 

Farewe l l . Staff Sergeant E. V. Jorgensen leaves the Unit 
and the Army in the next few days. His contribution to the 
Squadron efficiency has been considerable. He has run the " Q " 
department with selflessness and good humour while in extra 
mural activities he has proved our ' star ' batsman. T o him and 
his wife we wish a happy and successful retirement. 

W o r k . Apart from routine work we played a fuU part in a 
large joint B.R./U.S. Infantry and Tank Exercise which aroused 
considerable interest in the national newspapers. Apart from 
anything else it was the first time that most of us have had an 
opportunity to work side by side with another nation; to view 
foreign equipment and to try American compo! 

In addition. Lieutenant (T.O.T.) N. A. Parker and Mr. R. 
Bertie have been heavily engaged in the Annual Tattoo Com-
munications commitment. 

P l ay . Our cricket struggled manfully to improve on last 
year's result and even though the final position on the league 
table was low some reasonable talent was discovered. Corporal 
Brighton played in the match for Berlin Combined Services XI. 

Visitors. Men of 247 (Gurkha) Squadron visited us for a 
weekend and enjoyed their short stay. They were accompanied 
by Major (Q.G.O.) Birendrasing Gurung, Gurkha Major of 
The Gurkha Regiment, and Captain (Q.G.O.) Birbahdadur 
Rawat, Gurkha Captain of 247 (Gurkha) Squadron. 

An exchange tour was arranged with ist Regiment and six 
men were exchanged. Our visitors appear to be enjoying their 
stay and we have received one request for a transfer! 

234 S Q U A D R O N ( M A L T A ) 

Congratulations to the writer of these notes. Most newspaper 
reporters know the difficulties of writing the negative story— 
the story of the story they could not get. Our correspondent 
has triumphed over these difficulties splendidly. And the 
grapes? Will they become the " grapes of wrath " when these 
notes are published?—The Sub-Editor. 

A cowed and lonely figure, a picture of misery, trudges 
pathetically past the Squadron Headquarters. His eyes, weary 
beyond description, stare unnaturally in front of him, and 
a trembling hand holds the cigarette al which he nervously 
puffs. His once noble features are lined with worry and his face 
has the look of burden. 

The signalmen scurry from his path as he aims vicious kicks 
at them. 

" What's the matter with him?" 
" He writes the Squadron's WIRE notes." 
" B u t why does he look like T H A T ? " 
" He's desperate—nothing's happened!" 
The note-writer turns aggressively to a passing corporal. 
" W h a t have you been doing today?" 
" Working on the lines at Lascaris, sir." 
" What about yesterday?" 
" Working on the lines at Bingemma, sir." 
" Haven't you done anything this month but work on lines?" 
" Not really, sir—after all it is my job." 
This is the final straw. The note-writer breaks down. He 

leans against the wall and sobs uncontrollably. Luckily, the 
Foreman sees him and pats him gently on the shoulder. 

" Now, now sir. This is no way to go on. What's the 
matter?" 

" I've got to write THE WIRE notes. Foreman, and I haven't 
got anything to put in them. That Corporal, for example, has 
done nothing but work on lines. It's the same with all of them— 
they've done nothing but work." 

" Well, that's not unnatural. You must remember we are 
responsible for over 500 miles of underground cable, four auto-
matic exchanges and about 50 major test points. That's not to 
mention the running of a major signal centre and the airfield 
communications at R.A.F., Luqa. That means quite a lot of 
work." 

" But you don't understand. Nothing's happened," 
" Of course it has, sir. It's happening all the time—we're 

always on the go. Your telephone still works while you're 
tucked up in bed, you know. Anyway, work aside, we've done 
rather well on the sporting front." 

" Y e s , that's a point I'd forgotten." 
" Signalman Grixti has been chosen to represent Malta at 

water polo in the Mediterranean Games in Naples in 
September—and the unit water polo team has won the Army 
League and is in the final of the knock-out competition. And 
three of our players. Signalman Grixti and Lance-Corporals 
Wilson and Xuereb played for the Army side." 

A glimmer of hope appears in the note-writer's eyes. 
" Yes, go on, Foreman, go o n ! " 
"' Our swimmers have done well too, sir. They won seven out 

of a total of II events on the programme at the Army Champion-
ships, and several of them have represented the Army in Malta. 
Corporal Zammit has represented both the Army and the 
Combined Services as a sprinter. We provided several members 
of the Royal Signals' cricket team which won the Army L e a ^ e , 
and Captain Pickard played for the Army in the Inter-Services 
matches." 

" Well, that's certainly something to write about. All I need 
now is a bit of humour. Has anything funny happened?" 

" You could mention the saga of the Q.M.'s grapes, sir. Some-
body swiped the lot." 

" I s that really funny?" 
" Depends how you look at it. Those grapes were on the 

most secure vine on the island. Surrounded by walls and barbed 
wire, and patrolled by ^ a r d s and regimental police. Yet 
someone got in and out without being seen and without leaving 
a trace. The Q.M. has been doing a ' Maigret ' act ever since. 
He really gave the T .O.T. a grilling, but he hasn't found his 
grapes." 

" Do you think they will ever find the culprit?" 
" Shouldn't think so, sir, the thief was too clever." 
" Must be getting along now. Foreman, you have been a great 

help." 
He enters his office, locks the door and draws the curtains. 

He opens his safe and with a furtive movement takes out a 
bowl of succulent grapes. Chewing on a mouthful of the juicy 
fruit, he thinks for a moment and then, picking up his pen, 
he slowly begins to write. 
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News from Hong Kong 

246 Gurkha 

Squadron 

Success In 

Round the 

Colony Race 
246 ( G U R K H A ) S Q U A D R O N T E A M 

Front Row, left to right: C o r p o r a l s K a m a l n a r a y a n Gurung , D a m b e r b a h a d u r Sen, M a j o r K i r k b y , L i e u t e n a n t ( O G O ) 
H a r k a b i r G u r u n g , Staf f Sergeant Tanghun L i m b u , Lance C o r p o r a l D h a n d h o j L i m b u 

Back Row, left to right: S igna lmen Chandras ing Thapa , M i t r a k u m a r Rai , D a n b a h a d u r C h h e t r i , G i n b a h a d u r T l i a p a , 
C o r p o r a l La lbahadur L i m b u , Lance C o r p o r a l Gangabahadar G u r a n g , S igna lman Di l l iser Rai 

CO N G R A T U L A T I O N S to 246 Gurkha Squadron who 
captured third place—and incidentally a prize of five 

hundred dollars—in this year's Round the Colony Race—an 
event which calls for the maximum determination and physical 
fitness as well as careful planning and hard preliminary 
training. 

The arduous nature of the race, the tensions, disappoint-
ments and ultimate success are aptly described by our corres-
pondent in the Squadron. " . . . we were holding third place 
but could still be beaten by two Company teams. The minutes 
ticked by and one Company finished outside our time. Then 
the second Company finished too late to oust us from our place 
and at this moment the weeks of training and sweat and toil 
were all worthwhile . . ." 

The Round the Colony Race Hong Kong has been completed 
for the third year. T w o points make it appropriate to record 
something about this year's race. Firstly, for various reasons 
the character of the race changed considerably from the previous 
two years. Secondly, 246 Gurkha Squadron came third and so 
won the Long John Whisky Purse of $500 presented by H. 
Ruttongee and Son Ltd. This article describes the changed form 
of the race, a brief mention of our preparations and finally an 
account of the actual race. 

In previous years, nine or ten check points were nominated 
some two months before the race and teams were then left to 
plan and train for the race which consisted of movement on 
foot up and down hills, across water in fast boats and by road 
in fast cars. The winner had to have the correct balance of 
training and organisation. One without the other achieved 
nothing. Last year the long course under hot conditions caused 
two deaths from exhaustion and fast motoring along busy roads 
caused angry letters by ' Homblower' to the Press followed by 
requests from the Civil Authorities to remove fast motoring as 
a feature of the race. As a result it was decided to change the 
form of the race, whilst still maintaining the original aim of 
producing a test of leadership, initiative and endurance. 

This year the size of a team was increased from seven to 
twelve men. Each team consisted of three sections of four, 
led by an officer, senior N.C.O. and junior N.C.O. respectively. 
Each section was given a particular stage or course to complete, 
and the time for a team was the total time for the three stages. 
An important aspect of this year's race was that apart from a 
general idea of the type of course and obstacles to be overcome 
details of the three stages were kept secret until twenty-four 
hours before the race began. This automatically limited the 
amount of time available for reconnaissance and consequently 
placed more importance on the ability of individual section 

leaders to work out their own route and to plan their own stage. 
Apart from boats in stage 2 and bicycles in stage 3, teams had 
to make their way on foot and were not allowed any outside 
assistance whatsoever. 

At this point a description of the three stages is necessary. 
Stage I was in the Tolo Peninsular, starting at the village 

of Luk Keng, not far from the border and finishing at the Tai 
Mi Tuk road-head on the south side of the peninsular via a 
check point. There were no difficulties in this course until you 
tackled it as a cross country run with the emphasis on speed, 
lost your way, or found yourself baking under a midday sun with 
temperature in the nineties. The finish lay on the far side of a 
road cutting which teams had to cross using scrambling nets to 
descend and ropes to scale the far side. The course was 
approximately ten miles long. 

Stage 2 was a mixture of cross country and boating. The 
boating consisted of a 1,000-yard crossing of Tide Cove in a 
rubber recce boat, using paddles. The stage began at Sai Kung 
Camp, at present occupied by i Royal Leicesters, and went from 
there cross country (and hills) to a check point on the south-
east shore of Tide Cove, where the section was given a recce 
boat and had to cross to any landing place on the far bank. 
Having reached the far bank the course continued across 
country to the finish on Jubilee Hill at the southern end of 
Jubilee Reservoir. The length of the course was again approxi-
mately 10 miles. The water crossing was a potential hazard 
as the wrong combination of tide and wind could carry the light 
recce boats off course very easify. 

Stage 3 was set in the western part of the New Territories. 
From a start point at Far East Farm Camp the course lay across 
a series of ridges to a check point north-east of the Tai Lam 
Cheung Reservoir where the section collected bicycles and cycled 
approximately 3-4 miles down to the finish in Sek Kong Camp. 
Just to add a little more spice to this stage, sections had to 
complete an obstacle course including rope work and a twelve 
foot wall before actually finishing. The cycling section, although 
not cross country, was along narrow twisting concrete paths 
where a mistake deposited you and your cycle in the paddy 
bordering the paths. 

This was the challenge to be met when Units began to select 
and train their teams without knowing any details except that 
each course was about ten mile long and that stages two and 
three included boating and cycling respectively. 

The Squadron team, including reserves, was selected and 
began training about three weeks before the race which took 
place over the period I4th-I7th May. The team for stage i 
was relatively easy and it was decided that this section would 
be led by the senior N.C.O. For stage 2 we needed potential 
oarsmen and five likely men were picked, the junior N.C.O. 
was put in charge of this section. Candidates for stage 3 were 
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ICourtesy Soldier Magazine 

A tired British team scaling the twelve foot wall at the end of Stage 
Three 

scarce—the ability to cycle being the deciding factor. Eventually 
we found four men who could ride a bicycle with the necessary 
degree of skill. Thinking that this would be the easiest section 
it was given to the officer led section! 

Training consisted of group training in the mornings from 
7-10 a.m., when we climbed hills and generally got fit, and of 
individual stage training in the afternoons when we practised 
individual skills, i e. more running (stage i) , boating (stage 2) 
and cycling (stage 3). As each team had to provide their own 
bicycles the Squadron eventually bought two new ones and 
borrowed four W.D. machines from Ordnance. We had tried 
hired machines but these did not stand up to the strain and were 
returned. As training progressed teams made intelligent guesses 
as to possible courses. We, too, indulged in this pastime and 
tried to cover possible areas in our daily training. 

On the 13th May all team captains and section leaders 
gathered in the Globe Cinema, Sek Kong, to be briefed in 
detail. 

T h e race was to be completed in three 24-hour periods; 
08.00 hours, 14th—08.00 hours, 15th; 08.00 hours, 1 5 t h — 
08.00 hours, i6th; 08.00 hours, i6th—08.00 hours, 17th. 
Each team had to start one of its sections in each period. After 
the briefing the twenty-six team captains quickly decided what 
time they wanted each section to start and then scrambled to 
record their start times. Choice of start times depended mainly 
on the hours of sunrise and sunset. Because of the short time 
available for reconnaissance, the popular start times were be-
tween 05 30 and 07.00 hours and again at about 17.00 hours. 
Fast movement in the heat of the day was not practicable. T h e 
start time for stage 2 was also effected by times of slack water. 
W e found that high tide on 17th May was at 07.28 a.m. and that 
slack water lasted for about thirty minutes; this determined that 
we would do stage 2 on 17th May. Following this we decided 
to tackle stage i on the first day and leave stage 3 to the second 
day, giving a little more time to find a cross country route as 
this section lay across difficult country for navigation. 

The official briefing finished at 09.30 hours on the 13th. As 
a result of fairly accurate guesses and start times made previously 
and based on these guesses, we were fairly quick off the mark 
and got start times that were within 15 minutes of the times 
requested. 

After the briefing and allocation of start times the first essential 
was for through reconnaissance. Leaving the other two section 
leaders to study maps the O.C. went off to have a look at the 
ground from the air in an Auster of 20 Independent Recce 
Flight. This was completed by 12.30 hours and all section 
leaders armed with this additional information made their plans. 

Staff Sergeant Tanghun Limbu left to reconnoitre stage I at 
14.00 hours having decided to avoid hills as much as possible 
and to gain speed by running over open country. He found his 
route fairly easy and modified it slightly after a second run over 
the first part of the stage on the 14th. He thought that this 
stage could be completed in 2 hours 45 minutes—.the fastest 
team did it in 2 hours 29 minutes. 

Corporal Damberbahadur Sen carried out his reconnaissance 
in two parts, from the disembarkation point to the finish and 
then from the start to the boat embarkation point. T h e two 
parts were carried out on different days because of the travelling 
involved. By 21.00 hours on the 13th M a y he had found the 
quickest route from the water crossing to the finish. As in 
stage I it was quicker to run on relatively flat ground than to 
take the shorter hill route; however, the last three miles was a 
long up hill drag ending in a short but steep climb onto Jubilee 
Hill. He finished his reconnaissance the following day when he 
selected his route from the start to the embarkation point. Race 
rules did not allow prior practice with the rubber recce boats 
so this part of the race remained a matter of conjecture. T h e 
team had previously practised in assault boats. 

T h e O.C. set off to take a close look at stage 3. Bicycles were 
sent with the S.Q.M.S. to the check point and the section set out 
on a compass march across the first part of this course. T h e area 
consists of a complete maze of peaks, spurs and re-entrants all 
of which looked remarkably similar. T h e march took the 
section across the grain of the country and it was a tired group 
who eventually reached the check point after a very long time. 
This was obviously not the best way to cover this section, we 
had to look again. The following day we tried another route 
which went north-east and then turned E.S.E. towards the 
check point. This cut down the ranges to be crossed and gave 
a long run across paddy followed by a relatively easy path along 
a valley, over a saddle and down to the check point. This was 
a decided improvement and with a few modifications at the start 
was decided on as the route. The obstacle course was not 
neglected and drills were practised, especially for the twelve-
foot wall—this later caused certain teams a considerable delay. 

N o w to an account of the race. Very few teams started on 
the first morning. Of those who did, disaster befell one team 
which went straight from start to finish on stage i , missing out 
the check point. In the evening three or four of the twenty-six 
teams set off on stage i and the best time was recorded by 
67 Gurkha Independent Field Squadron in a time of 4 hours 
6 minutes. The following morning at 05.30 hours Staff Sergeant 
Tanghun set off in darlmess at the double; he went well and 
reached the check point at 07.09 hours. Waiting at the finish 
it was obvious that Tuesday night's best time would be beaten. A t 
last they came into sight in a compact group, doubling along the 
tracks about a mile away. They arrived at the finish at 08.59 
hours with an excellent time of 3 hours 29 minutes, 37 minutes 
better than the previous best. Their time remained the best 
until the following day when a Battery team of 4 R.A lowered 
it to 3 hours 9 minutes, and on the last day 2/6 G.R. " B " 
Company lowered it again to 2 hours 29 minutes—a fantastic 
run. Nevertheless the time by Staff Sergeant Tanghun and his 
section remained fifth best for this stage. 

T h e section for stage i were: Staff Sergeant Tanghun Limbu, 
Corporal Mamalnarayan Gurung, Corporal Lalbahadur Limbu, 
Signalman Danbahadur Chhetri; Reserve (did not run), Sergeant 
Khumansing Thapa. 

T h e Squadron's second section to set off was that for stage 3 
led by the O.C. 

T h e other teams had set out before us on Thursday morning 
and 253 and 252 Squadrons came immediately after us. T h e 
best time up to now had been 2 hours 12 minutes 40 seconds 
by 2/2 G.R. " H.Q." Company, the previous day. 

There had been some rain the previous day and this coupled 
with an 06.15 hours start at day-break provided ideal cool con-
-ditions. T h e team again set off at the double and after one small 
error in path finding settled down to the planned route. We 
reached the top of the main ridge to be crossed after 45 minutes, 
30 minutes ahead of a three-hour schedule. We then ran down 
the hill to the open paddy, across the open plain area, up the 
valley, over the pass and down to the Tai Lam Cheung Reservoir 
forestry track. T h e check point was reached in I hour 45 
minutes, where the S.Q.M.S. was waiting with cold water and 
the bicycles—a welcome sight. 

As we approached the check point the team that had set out 
15 minutes in front of us were just cycling off. This gave a boost 
to our tired spirits and after clocking in we set off on the 
bicycle section. There was now a private race with the team 
jus-t in front of us and as they were undoubtedly more tired than 
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ourselves we managed to overtake them one by one whilst 
cycling along the cement path. We reached the end of the 
bicycling section and dumping the machines, went over the 
obstacle course encouraged by a number of spectators who 
obviously credited us with more energy than we in fact had. 
Our time was 2 hours 12 minutes 20 seconds, just better than 
yesterday's best, but 11 minutes slower than the time of the 
first section to complete the course ahead of us. This section's 
time of 2 hours i minute 50 seconds remained the best time for 
this stage. Our time was later beaten once again to give us the 
third best time on stage 3. 

T h e team for stage 3 was: Major K . Kirby, Lance-Corporal 
Dhandhoj Limbu, Lance-Corporal Gangabahadur Gurung, 
Signalman Chandrasing Thapa; Reserve (did not run), Signal-
man Thalabahadur Gurung. 

After each team had completed two stages the picture was 
becoming clearer. Barring accidents 2/6 G.R. " B " Company 
looked certain to win by a convincing margin. After that there 
were eight or nine teams who could get the three remaining 
prize places. Everything depended on a good final stage. 

Corporal Damberbahadur and his team set out on stage 2 
with high hopes, determined to beat the previous best time of 
2 hours 17 minutes. If all went well it was possible to complete 
this course in 2 hours. That was the target. T h e first part 
across country went well and the section arrived at the check 
point in 57 minutes—an excellent time. It took just 13 minutes 
to cross Tide Cove and then they were off again. They had 
reached the check point at the same time as the R.A.F. Kai Tak 
team who had set off 15 minutes before them. 

T h e second cross country section brought disappointment, 
as with about three miles to go Corporal Damberbahadur got 
cramp and from that point was help:U by the other three 
members of the section. Our hopes of a best time faded and 
then disappeared. From the finishing point coming up the right 
hand side of the long valley from Shatin the R.A.F. team came 
into sight, going well and seemingly now in front of our team. 
Suddenly came the shout of " A y o G u r k h a " and our team 
appeared on a ridge on the left hand side of the valley. Another 
private race was on. Both appeared to have the same distance 
to go, but on different routes. Urged on by the shouts of 
encouragement Corporal Damberbahadur and his section broke 
into a double again, whilst on their route the R A.F. although 
a little spread out^eemed to be going well. A t the finish it was 
the Squadron section who arrived first, about 7-8 minutes ahead 
of the R.A.F. section, whose last part of the route was extremely 
steep. Good reconnaissance had paid off. 

T h e time for this stage was 2 hours 36 minutes. Had it not 
been for . . . . but that would be another story. What counted 
is what happened on the day and how the section overcame their 
problems. Whilst not the best time for this stage. Corporal 
Damberbahadur's time was fourth. T h e fastest time being 
2 hours 17 minutes 30 seconds. 

T h e section for stage 3 was as follows: Corporal Damber-
bahadur Sen, S i^a lman Mitrakumar Rai, Signalman Dilliser 
Rai, Signalman Ginbahur Thapa; reserve (did not run). Corporal 
Gajbahadur Gurung. 

T h e race was now almost over. Back at the Race Control 
Centre we were holding third place overall but could still be 
beaten by two Company teams of 2/2 G R. The minutes 
ticked by and one Company finished outside our time. Then 
the second Company finished too late to oust us from our place. 
A t this moment the weeks of training and the sweat and toil 
of the race were all worthwhile. No one section had achieved 
a winning time but all had done well enough to produce a good 
overall time. Early and thorough reconnaissance, training, team 
spirit and the will to win on the day had paid a handsome 
dividend which we had not dreamt of when we began our 
training. 

T h e prizegiving took place at Fanling Lodge on Saturday, 
18th May. Prizes were presented by His Excellency the 
Governor, Sir Robert Black. 

T h e race results for the first eight teams are given below. 

ist 2/6 G.R. " B " Company ... 
2nd 2/6 G.R. " C " Company ... 
3rd 246 Gurkha Squadron 
4th 2/2 G.R. " C " Company ... 
5th 2/2 G.R. " H . Q . " Company 
6th 4 R.A. 29 Battery 

hrs. 
6 
7 
8 
8 
8 

7th I Royal Leicesters " A " Company 8 58 
8th 67 Gurkha Indep'dent Fd Squadron 9 10 

mm. sec. 
48 12 
47 13 
17 38 
20 15 
40 48 
44 18 

39 
25 

[Courtesy Soldier Magazine 

A Gurkha team completing the crossing of Tide Cove in the middle 
of Stage Two 

Of the twenty-six starters four teams failed to complete the 
race. Prizes were awarded to the first four teams, as follows: — 

Winnings team: Omega Presentation Cup and Tissot water-
proof watch to each member; second team: 12 table transistor 
radios; third team: the Long John Whisky Purse, $500; fourth 
team: cash prize of $240. 

The following messages were received after the race results 
were published. 

From : C.B.F. Hong K o n g 

" For Officer Commanding from C.B.F. M y congratulations 
to you and to all members of your team on their success in 
The Round The Colony Race. Well done." 

From : C.R. Signals Hong K o n g 

" For O.C. and all ranks P.D. C.R. Signals and aU ranks 
Royal Signals Hong Kong send warmest congratulations on 
splendid achievement of 246 Squadron team in Round Colony 
Race of 1963. Your excellent team spirit and whole-hearted 
efforts reflected the greatest credit on members of the team 
and was in best tradition of both Royal Signals and Brigade 
of Gurkhas. Very well done indeed." 

Lest it be thought that communications take a back seat in 
the Squadron on these occasions it is fitting to mention that as 
for previous years races the radio communications covering the 
Colony were organised and controlled by the Squadron. As 
details of the course had to be kept secret, the Second-in-
Command, who worked out the radio net involving two auto-
matic rebroadcast stations in tandem, had access to vital 
information but managed to withstand all temptations. 

Footnote : Cycling has now suddenly become very popular. 
T h e Squadron's latest acquisition is a bicycle shelter to house 
our new bicycles. 

Moments of Uumour 
Before the Race: T h e sight of the boating section going 

round in circles until they sorted out the strong man. 
During the Race : T h e section who took a short cut through 

a backyard and found themselves in a chicken coup. They 
escaped via the roof of a tin hut. 

T h e tethered cow which decided to take fright as the O.C.'s 
bicycle was crossing the rope and produced a trip wire which 
came up between the front and rear wheels. 

• H A V E Y O U placed an order for regular monthly copies of 
T H E C O R P S M A G A Z I N E 

W H Y N O T D O S O N O W 

T H E W I R E , O C T O B E R 1 9 6 3 387 



255 SQUADROIV ( B A I I R A I I V ) 

We are now past the half-way mark of summer, and those 
who experienced it last year (the worst, officially, for 17 years) 
are beginning to agree that it is not so bad after all. Neverthe-
less, the number of visitors has dropped considerably. In six 
weeks of spring, we had no less than six of the rank of Brigadier 
and above, though, to be fair, it was also the season of " musical 
chairs" for senior officers, and most were on their first or 
last look-round tours. 

By the time these notes appear, we shall also have said fare-
well to our Commander, Brigadier R. H. C. Bryers, C.B.E., and 
to Mrs. Bryers. In thanking them for their great effort to im-
prove our lot, both married and single, we also note with 
admiration that their tour is for three years—not the two which 
most of us do. 

The July WIRE carried an article on the Joint Communica-
tion Centre, where we are represented by a Troop. Field Troop 
is now getting used to the idea of having all new equipment 
to work with and also looking forward to some new vehicles to 
carry it in. The Joint Message Centre Troop (which serves 
H.Q., Land Forces, and H.Q., R.A.F., Persian Gulf) is also 
looking ahead with similar confidence. Down the road, and for 
a change, well up to schedule, the new Joint Headquarters is 
being built. When the Troop occupies the Message Centre 
there, they will have more space, better air-conditioning, and 
the duty clerk the other side of the hatch—in all, a tremendous 
improvement. 

Past members of the Squadron who remember the scruffy old 
N A A F I , would be pleased to see the new J.R.C., opened in 
June by Mrs. Bryers. It took a few days for everyone to find 
their way round the comparatively vast building. Even " Pop," 
the barber, is installed in an air-conditioned shop; some improve-
ment over many of the " saloons " he must have worked in dur-
ing the 42 years he has been cutting British soldiers' hair, from 
Cyprus to Singapore. 

Lastly, although we usually leave our arrivals and departures 
to the Editor's " Personal Column," we cannot let S.S.M. Allen 
go without thanking him for all his hard work as the Squadron's 
first S.S.M., etc., etc. He goes (as (R.Q.M.S.) to 4th Regiment 
with our very best wishes to him and Mrs. Allen. 

202 S Q U A D R O N 
B .F .P .O . 53 

We begin our notes by saying farewell to some old friends 
and in welcoming some new ones. Our best wishes go to 
S S.M. and Mrs. Dathan and Sergeant and Mrs. Gray. W e 
hope that the former enjoyed a pleasant trip across Europe on 
their way to Catterick Camp and we hope that Sergeant Gray 
will successfully pass his Class I Course at Catterick prior to 
moving on to B . A O . R . 

W e welcome W.O.II Hulse and his wife and hope he will 
keep up the good work. Staff Sergeant and Mrs. Declancy has 
joined us from R.M.A. Sandhurst, and Staff Sergeant Pank-
hurst off the recent F.-of-S. Course. We also welcome to our 
Squadron Mr. I^wel l , our fifth and last Cipher Operator. 

Congratulations go to W.O.II Alan Wingate and Sergeant 
" D a v e " Nuttall on their recent promotions. W.O.II Wingate 
found it an expensive week as his award of the L S. and G.C. 
Medal was approved two days after his promotion. 

R a d i o T r o o p . The four radio detachments have been fully 
employed on two I S. exercises and with the arrival of the 
" hamshack," paint brushes have been flashing in the sun and 
every effort is being made to get us operating as soon as possible. 

Sport . The C.S.O.'s Champion Squadron Competition 
1962/63 came to a close at Dhekelia on 22nd July, 1963, with 
the swimming competition. This was won by i Squadron of 
9th Regiment. We finished third. T h e final placings for the 
competition proper w e r e : — i , 259 Squadron; 2, 262 Squadron; 
3, 2 Squadron, 9th Regiment; 4, 261 Squadron; 5, i Squadron, 
9th Regiment. 

Since winning the C.S.O.'s cricket competition, our team has 
ben having a very lean time in the League. But regardless of 
the results, they are all enjoying themselves and agree it is all 
very much worth while. 

Corporal Jack Hall of 262 Squadron and his bride Lance Corporal 
Eileen Vidler who were married at Dhekelia Garrison Church 
recently. Also in the photograph Major and Mrs. J. L. McKellar. 

259 S a V A O R O N 
B .F .P .O . 5.1 

Happy culmination of first-year as an Independent Squadron 
—-C.S.O.'s Champion Squadron! 

Read here about a small Squadron that has a go at prac-
tically everything. 

On 20th August, 1963, Mrs. T . H. C. Grigg, wife of the 
C.S.O. Cyprus District, honoured us by presenting the cup 
which we will hold for one year as the C.S.O.'s Champion 
Squadron. T o achieve this honour we had done battle on the 
land, in the water, and, at times, almost in the air, with the 
other Squadrons on the island! What a proud end to our first 
year as a Squadron, which, prior to this, had been known only 
as 259 Squadron ( C O M C A N ) ! A relatively small Squadron, 
but with rather a large heart, we formed from 2 Squadron 
15th Regiment which disbanded on 15th August, 1962, and, 
under the command of Major I. Gram-Hansen, our first year 
has been a full and very successful one. Yes, we are bragging 
just a little, but please don't imagine, from this, that we think 
we are invincible! On the contrary, in some events of the 
C.S.O.'s competition we trailed the field against the superior 
strength of the other Squadrons, but always we had someone 
willing to try. Civilian and military staff alike the motto seemed 
to be " let's have a g o ! " 

Early in our life they descended upon us. Visits, inspections 
and more visits! First on the doorstep was our own C.S.O. 
( C O M C A N ) , Colonel R. G. Miller, who spent a very busy day 
on 25th September, 1962, covering all departments in a very 
thorough (and for us frustrating) manner. A brief spell until 
29th November when the G.O.C. Near East Land Forces, 
Lieutenant-General Sir Richard Anderson, K.C.B., C.B.E., D.S.O., 
paid his farewell visit and, just a fortnight later, his successor, 
as G.O.C. Cyprus District, Major-General P. G . F. Young, 
C.B.E., called to say hello. During this last two weeks it was 
against our policy to remain idle and on 7th December we 
managed to squeeze in the annual administrative inspection 
which was carried out by Brigadier D . G . Loch, Commander 
Western Area! Perhaps the most memorable visit was that of 
the S.O.-in-C. on 9th February, 1963, who ruined the perfectly 
good timetable we had prepared for him by insisting on " a few 
words " with each member of the Squadron he saw! A ruined 
timetable, but many deeply impressed soldiers and civilians. 
Accompanying the S.O.-in-C. on that visit was Brigadier C. T . 
Honeybourne, O.B.E., C.S.O. Near East Land Forces, who had 
watched and helped us over our first six months, and this also 
proved to be his farewell to most of us in the Squadron. Into 
the chair stepped Colonel T . H. C. Grigg, who paid us no less 
than two visits during his first month in office! Popular belief 
had it that he wouldn't keep this up with his H.Q. at the other 
end of the island. Popular belief soon shattered. C.S.O. now 
next door neighbour! 

Incidentally there were no points towards our cup success for 
having the best visit and inspection record! That achievement 
was due to points accumulated, over the year, from hockey, 
soccer, rugby, athletics, cricket, swimming and shooting. In 
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A N IN FORMAL " C U P P A " A T T RANSM I T T E R T R O O P D U R I N G T H E S .O . 
IN C . ' s VISIT 

(L. to R. ) : Corpora l A . Cowie , S .O . in C . ,W .O . I I (S.S.M.) C . Fawcett , Major I. 
Gram-Hansen, Sergeant D. Holmes, W .O . I I J . G i lber t (hidden), W .O . I l (F. of S.) 

J . Milton 

the latter competition we were overall winners being second in 
every event except the L M G pairs when Corporals Lobley and 
Rayment won with a score of 56 out of a possible 60. In 
hockey we also overcame the opposition, but without a doubt 
our most successful sport during the '62/'63 season was soccer. 
Apart from winning the C.S.O.'s competition there was a small 
matter of being champions of the Western Area Minor Units 
League and two very near misses in the semi-finals of the Major 
and Minor Unit Cups. Worthy of special mention here are 
Corporal J. Willans and Private W . Campbell, A.C.C., and 
Signalman T . Wilkinson, aU three eventually earning their 
Army colours. Also presented with Army colours, for athletics, 
were Signalmen C. Bell and V. Miles, the latter being a young 
all-rounder we should hear more about in the future. From the 
young to the not so young! Our Q.M., Captain J. Bevan, M.M., 
still turns out for the odd game of rugby and on this occasion 
it was the annual R.A.F. versus Army Officers match. T h e Q M . 
played his usual boisterous game and when checked by the 
referee for not stopping when the whistle was blown he re-
marked, "Whist le? 1 thought that was me wheezing! " We've 
been very thin on the ground for rugby players and were sorry 
to lose Sergeant R. Block who had represented the Army and 
Combined Services in Cyprus. 

Thank neav«n» « Fo r Litt le Gir l s ! Our male swimming 
team although as keen as mustard, were outclassed in the C.S.O.'s 
competition, but our girls of the W.R.A.C., led by Captain M . 
M. Tweed, have done a grand job in the Army Individual 
Championships (women), resulting in Captain Tweed, Corporal 
S. Smith, Lance-Corporal A . Jordan and Private P. Lawton 
being selected to train for the Army women's team. 

Cyprus, of course, lends itself to sports and hobbies and within 
the Squadron we seem to have a finger in most " p i e s . " Our 
recently formed Skin Diving Club, with the aid of a Nuffield 
grant, boasts two boats with outboard motors, several harpoon 
guns, wet suits for winter diving, an underwater camera and 
numerous enthusiastic members led by Sergeant E. Cooley. 
Another favourite water sport is yachting and the Squadron 
Commander, himself a keen and experienced yachtsman, does 
all in his power to help and encourage those interested. Already 
he has organised seamanship training aboard the Corps yacht, 
Cito, and, during the August holiday weekend, a regatta for some 
eighty yachts belonging to five different clubs around the island. 
A very successful weekend. 

Lester Piggot and Scobie Breasley would make useful mem-
bers of the Squadron, if only to help the Second-in-Command, 
Captain E. P. Hughes, with the Squadron polo team! A very 
particular man, the Second-in-Command, when it comes to 
chosing polo players, because recently a horse rolled on its rider. 
T h e horse is still suffering. 

Before turning to indoor activities, brief mention that we've 
also had several Squadron members ski-ing at Troodos and 
others roaming the Near East on adventure trainmg. 

There are few indoor sports, or hobbies for that matter, 
more popular than you will find " occasionally " in the Garrison 
Sergeants' Mess, where our Squadron members outnumber the 
" rest." This is no way distracts from the other activities 

RECE IVER T R O O P 259 S Q U A D R O N ( C O M C A N ) 
(Front row L to R.) : Mr. C . Ashby, Mr. N . Pringle, Sergeant E. Cooley , W .O . I I 
W . V/atson (Troop Commander) , Major I. Gram-Hansen (Squadron Commander , ) 
Sergeant (F. of S.) R. Jeffrey, Corpora l A . Cowie , Mr. P. Dunn, Mr. B. Barclay. 
(Centre row L. to R.) ; Mr. J . Connors , Mr. T. Hudson, Lance-Corporal D . Adams, 
Corpora l M. Al len , Corpora l M. Laver ick , Lance-Corporal J . Freebody, Mr. A . 

Henderson, Mr. F. B rown . 
(Back row L. to R.) : Signalman J. Nicholson, Signalman B. Dowse, Signalman V . 
Miles, Signalman G . Dyson, Lance-Corporal D. Miles, Signalman C . Thackwe l l 

Signalman C . Bell , Signalman D. Spence, Signalman B. Smith. 

though, as can be seen from the flourishing Photography Club 
where they tackle anything from public relations to aerial - (or 
should we say antenna?) photography. Y o u will have read of the 
Amateur Radio Club 5 B 4 T X in the July WIRE and may be 
interested to know that they chalked up their first 2 metre 
contact last month. We're not entirely devoted to H F in 
C O M C A N you know! 

T h e Episkopi Theatre Club has a leading light in Major W . 
J. Cuffe (Retd) who seems to have persuaded most of his staff 
that this is " the " hobby. They certainly supported him during 
his production of " T h e Amorous Prawn " and on stage were 
seen Captain J. Newman, our C.S.C.O., Corporal L . Tilson, 
Corporal B. Abrahams, Mr. J. Cuffe, Mr. C. Curtis, Miss D . 
Evans, Mrs. G . Issom (then Miss P. Cuffe). Even behind the 
scenes they helped out, with such personalities as Captain L . 

Captain E. P. Hughes holds the C.S.O.s Championship Trophy, The 
Rowett Cup, after the presentation by Mrs. T. H. C. Grigg 
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Major " L e o " Dowding, our TOT, a keen glider pilot, signals 
" taking up the slack " 

Adcock, Mr. B. Hanton, Mr. and Mrs. T . Neuman and Miss L . 
Cooke. Disaster almost befell this show when the " Sappers " 
tried to remove the stage, but timely intervention by Colonel 
Grigg saved the day and the profit which went towards sending 
a Scout to the world jamboree in Greece. Incidentally the 
" Sappers " are still trying to " write-off " one Bailey Bridge! 

We all know what can happen when a crowd of wives get 
together. Within a month of the Squadron forming, Mrs. 
Gram-Hansen had mustered their wives and what a go-ahead 
club they have turned out to be! Having seen more of Cyprus 
than most of the local inhabitants they are now taking off on a 
long weekend 'plane trip to Beirut. Breakfast in Beirut sounds 
excellent. But what of breakfast for those remaining? 

Even with aU these outside interests, work has carried on 
smoothly. Communicating, maintaining, installing and dis-
mantling. Upgrading, converting and educating. Physical 
eflSdency and military proficiency. We've managed to cope 
with them all. 

It would be nice to say goodbye and thanks to those who 
have departed. It would be nice to say welcome to those who 
have recently arrived. It would be nice to congratulate the 
newly-weds and proud new parents. But it would be most un-
fair to ask the Editor for more space in this issue even consider-
ing that 90 per cent, of the Squadron Corps personnel are 
annual contributors to THE WIRE! (NO prize expected). 

Finally, our apologies to the Officer I.C. Records for the influx 
of applications he is bound to have for postings to the C.S.O.'s 
Champion Squadron in Cyprus! 

Corps Tennis Championships 
For the championships, played this year as usual on the courts 

at the Officers' Club, Catterick, it was encouraging to see the 
number of entries from Catterick, but it was a disappointment 
that there were only four from outside the Garrison. 

T h e first three days of the championships were played in 
glorious sunshipg and there were many close matches, perhaps 
the best being the semi-final between Captain G. R. Oehlers and 
Colonel E. L . L . VuUiamy, O.B.E. (retd). After losing the first 
set 8—ID, Captain Oehlers just succeeded in winning the second 
7 — 5 , and got home in the third 6 — i . 

Finals Day brought a change in the weather, which returned 
to the normal Catterick summer of endless dank drizzle. 

T h e results were: — 
Singles : Captain G . R. Oehlers beat Lieutenant R. A. C. 

Siderfin 6—4, 6—3. 

Open Doubles : Captain G. R. Oehlers and Colonel E. L . L . 
VuUiamy, O.B.E. (Retd), beat Lieutenant R. A . C . Siderfin and 
Captain J. Telfer 6—3, 6—2. 

Regimental Doubles: Captain G. R. Oehlers and Captain 
T . B. Woods (School of Signals) beat Lieutenant R. A. C. 
Siderfin and Captain J. Telfer ( n t h Regiment) 8—6, 4—6, 6—2. 

Brigadier A. C. Cox, O.B.E., very kindly presented the prizes. 

T R U C I A L OMAIV SCOUTS S I G N A L SQIIADROBT 
B .F .P .O . 64 

L i f e is what you make it, they say, and the Trucial Oman 
Scouts certainly enjoy a surprising range of activities in 
what is generally thought to be a desert outpost. 
T h e periodic composition of notes for THE WIRE causes 

some difficulty, without having recourse to mention personalities 
and routine happenings. 

It is easy to discuss the weather and various hot exercises. 
However, continuous discourse on these subjects becomes boring 
to all readers. 

Let us, then, get a picture of social life within the Scouts. 
Officers and senior N.C.O.s, by virtue of entertaining in their 
own messes, find themselves often invited out for an evening. 
Both Dubai and Sharjah, which are within easy reach of the 
camp (if you have transport), have a small but growing com-
munity of Europeans. 

T h e close proximity of both Sharjah and Dubai to the 
beaches enable swimming parties, barbecues, and so forth, to 
be held without much effort of preparation. Food is expensive 
and mostly canned, but then, who wants to swim, drink, dance— 
and eat. 

However, generally speaking, the social activities for all ranks 
are what they organise themselves. Pleasant week-end excursions 
for fishing, swimming and camping can be arranged through 
Garrison. Such places as the Island of A b u Musa provide 
unlimited facilities for fishing and sub-aqua activities, and there 
is ample opportunity to improve one's marksmanship in the 
shape of large lizards, desert foxes, grouse, etc. (providing 
one is the owner of a rifle). 

T h e Batina coast, which runs down the north-eastern tip of 
the Arabian Peninsular, is also a favourite haunt at the 
time of Force holidays (e.g., Whitsun, Easter, and the numerous 
Arab religious days). Among places to visit are Khor a Fakhan, 
where the budding archaeologist can have a field day. 

Fujeira and Kalba are very picturesque, abounding with 
gardens and numerous orchards, in fact it is hard to believe that 
a journey of less than 40 miles can bring one into the bleak, 
sun-baked desert. 

Back in Sharjah there is a very good stable with 18 horses, 
where one can join the riding school and receive free instruction. 
For the nautical minded, two catamarans, four piccolos, three 
canoes and an osprey make up the " f l e e t " of the sailing club, 
of which one can become a member for the sum of Rs s a 
month. We have a swimming pool, which has recently under-
gone extensive modernisation, and now looks like something 
from a Butlin's brochure (without the females—unfortunately!). 
There is also an R.A.F. cinema, which shows four different 
films per week, a gymnasium for the athletic types interested 
in weight-lifting, body-building, etc. (needless to say, the 
membership of this Squadron is NIL) a reasonably-stocked 
library, and last, but not least, thre or four bars, which 
belong to various departments and are well attended. There 
is an R.A.F.-rim radio station (Radio Sharjah) which broad-
casts for an hour every morning and afternoon, and from 
6 p.m. until 11 p.m. every evening. T h e radio station is the 
victim of many jokes, but in all seriousness, the staff do a 
sterling job, when one considers that the work is purely 
voluntary and done in their off-duty hours. 

In the outstations the picture is rather different and one 
must be of a more placid nature to survive the hermit-like 
existence, but no one suffers unduly, as there are always plenty 
of opportunities to come into Sharjah and " live it u p " for a 
couple of days. 

That, then, is a rough idea of leisure life in the Scouts. 
As can be seen, the majority of pleasures are self-made, but 
one cannot expect the same type of amusements and pastimes 
as can be found in the more civilised stations of the Army. 
However, day by day, the Trucial States become more modern, 
and, who knows, perhaps in the near future, bowling alleys, 
dance halls, cinemas, etc., will be a reality instead or just a 
dream. 
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Checking communications for State visit of the President of India 
outside Buckingham Palace 

605 T R O O P 

T h e wind of change blows through the Troop. At last we 
have been able to alleviate the lot of the Signal Centre Staff 
by introducing the four shift system, for which we have fought 
for months. 

This is possible by the welcome increase in numbers of 
Comcen operators coupled with help from 238 Squadron ^ a r 
Office) and 239 Squadron (Eastern Command) in the provision 
of additional D.R.s to cover the increase in shifts. 

It has also been a period of change of personnel and per-
sonalities. 

Lieutenant B. W . Giller, for so long our Second-in-Command, 
eventually settled for Kenya and has gone there to Comcan. He 
will be particularly remembered for his sterling work for and 
great interest in the civilian operators and the British Army 
Gliding Association, of which he was Secretary. We wish him 
well in his new appointment and power to his elbow to cope 
with new problems. 

Lieutenant A. D . Dixon arrived from Northern Ireland as 
new Second-in-Command and immediately volunteered for the 
Pay Corps and has now gone to them. 

He did much to stimulate interest in the Canoe Club and 
founded the Weight Lift ing Club. 

W e look forward to seeing him again some day as a Pay 
Master. 

Lieutenant A. P. Thackray has been with us now four months 
as our permanent Second-in-Command and is settling down to 
the idiosyncrasies of this Troop. 

Thus for four months we had the luxury of having three 
officers in the Troop; even so, this did not seem to be too many. 

Other Troop characters now departed are W.O.II Peat, Troop 
" Q " for years, a man never short of an answer or a bright 
idea and a good organiser of Troop social activities. 

Sergeant Donnelly, formerly Troop Sergeant and a very steady 
and conscientious one too, is now in Hong K o n g practising his 
trade of Clerk Technical. 

On the public duties side we have provided radio communica-
tions at: — 

8th June Queen's Birthday Parade. 
9th June Royal Tournament Parade—Battersea Park. 

12th June State Visit of the President of India. 
26th June Funeral of Field Marshal T h e Viscount Lord 

Alanbrooke at Windsor. 
9th July State Visit of the King and Queen of Greece. 

22-28th July Royal International Horse Show—^White City, 
and, of course, our usual annual provision of lines and exchange 
and a pool of radio sets at Stoney Castle C.C.F. camp through-
out July. This is the high spot of the year from our linemen; 
as usual they gave a high standard of work. 

T h e Stoney Castle detachment comprised: — 
Sergeant Eggleton, Sergeant Law, Corporal Allen, Corporal 

Warren, Lance-Corporal Coules, Signalman Smith, Signalman 
Hargreaves, Signalman Martin, Signalman Rolston and Signal-
man Brooke. 

On the lighter side we record a successful start to our Canoe 
Club, despite indifferent weather. Budding canoeists have learnt 
the value of the life-jackets! Corporal I. Holmes is bosun. 

Our most outstanding sportsman, Signalman K . Crichlow, 
deserves special mention. He has played cricket for the Corps 
on seven occasions and carried his bat for 64 and 62 and took 
eight wickets in the match against R.A.S.C. He has also 
consistently had his place in the Eastern Command side. 

Royal Signals (Singapore) 

Cricket Season, 1963 
1963 has been a year that the many associated with Corps 

cricket, here in Singapore, will long remember, for following a 
rather disastrous season in 1962, the cricketers took a long look 
at things and during the winter got down to ways of improving 
the Corps standard. 

Major R. Trelawny was appointed Corps President for the 
year and he invited Major Colin Cattanach of 201 (Australian) 
Signal Squadron to skipper the side for the whole season. These 
two officers, with Sergeant H. Nichols, became the committee 
and selectors. Before the start of the season this committee 
met and decided that the following principles would be rigidly 
applied: 

Players would be picked on current form and not reputation; 
every player must be able to do two jobs well, i.e., bat and field; 
bearing in mind the matting wickets, bowling was less important 
than batting; good fielding was vital—any player who badly mis-
fielded would be dropped, irrespective of his other qualifications; 
there would be strict team discipline on the field. 

In order to put these principals into practice, trial matches, 
nets, etc., were held. From the very first game, the value of 
these preparations became obvious. The players fell together 
as an efficient and happy team straight away. The sight of a 
full team in the long whites at fielding practice, before the toss, 
undoubtedly impressed the various oppositions. 

The value of batting " right d o w n " was proven when 9 
and 10 put on some 60 runs to beat the R.A.E.C. It was 
such happenings as these that put the Corps tail right up, 
and once the season got under way there was no holding the 
side. It is to be hoped that this year's spirit and determination 
to win, that led to such exciting matches, will continue in the 
years to come. Briefly, for the benefit of those who have not 
served in Singapore, there are here seven Corps who play each 
other each year. Though there is no form of competition, 
inevitably each Corps watches the others, and by the end of 
the season, teams have been placed in, quite unofficial, league 
positions. In 1963 Royal Signals (Singapore) results were: 

VERSUS R.A.E.C.—Royal Signals won by 2 wickets. R.A.E.C. 
160 (Mitchener 4 for 32, Hughes 4 for 43); Royal Signals 
163 for 8 (Young n.o. 40). 

VERSUS R.A.O.C.—Rayed Signals won by 7 wickets. R.A.O.C. 
l o i (Elcox 6 for 31, Hughes 3 for 33, Whitehead n.o. 45). 

VERSUS R.A.P.C.—Royal Signals won by 9 wickets. R.A.P.C. 
68 (Thomas 3 for 16, Cooper 3 for 18); Royal Signals 72 
{Whitehead n.o. 40, Young n.o. 28). 

VERSUS R.E.M.E.—Royd Signals won by 99 runs. Royal 
Signals 243 for 5 declared (Young 61, M . Williams 46, 
Hughes n.o. 40, C. Williams 51); R.E.M.E. 144 (Hughes 
6 for 25, Mitchener 3 for 27). 

VERSUS R.E.—Royal Signals won by an innings and 122 runs. 
Royal Signals 281 (C. Williams n o , Hughes 45); R.E., 
ist innings, 81 (Mitchener 4 for 27, C. Williams 2 for 15); 
R.E., 2nd innings, 78 (Mitchener 3 for 10, C. Williams 
3 for I I , Young 3 for 34). 

VERSUS R.A.S.C.—Royal Signals won by 127 runs. Royal 
Signals 252 for 6 declared (C. Williams 67, Cooper 58); 
R.A.S.C. 125 (Hughes 5 for 37, Elcox 2 for 17). 

A s in previous years, we have been lucky to have our 
Australian friends from 20i Squadron join in and very largely 
make the Corps side what it is. 

Unfortunately, Major Cattanach, W.O.I W. Hughes, Sergeant 
Nichols, Signalman M. Cooper and Signalman W. Clayton all 
leave for " dovra under " before next year. T h e amount they 
have done for Corps cricket is appreciated by all, and every 
good wish for the future is extended to them. 

Details of batting averages, bowling averages and a catching 
chart were also sent, but these had to be omitted for space 
considerations. However, we should like to join in congratulating 
the Royal Signals team for their splendid achievement on the 
cricket field.—Editor. 
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The Padre, Captain The Rev. J. G. Nicholls lays a wreath at the 
grave of Major A. M. Lafone, V.C. at Beersheba 

47th R E G I M E N T ( T . A . ) 
M I D D L E S E X Y E O M A N R Y 

( T h e D u k e of Cambr idge ' s H u s s a r s ) 

The K ing ' s Guest. When a last-minute vacancy occurred 
in a youth party to visit Jordan, the leader, the Reverend John 
G . Nicholls, Vicar of St. Giles, C^mberwell, and our Regimental 
Chaplain, was with us at annual camp—but he recalled an in-
vitation last year by King Hussein of Jordan, for a young 
member of the Regiment to be his guest. T h e Unit had pro-
vided a Guard of Honour when His Majesty visited Camberwell 
to lay a foundation stone for the new £25,000 Youth Centre. 
T h e man selected was 19-year-old Lance-O>rporal Dennis Curry, 
a Management Trainee in civilian life. 

T h e party left by air on i6th August and the two-week 
programme includes several days with the Royal Jordanian 
Camel Corps in the desert, visits to the rose-red city of Petra, 
to Aquaba the Red Sea port and to Jerash, Amman. Six days 
were to be spent in Jerusalem, with visits to Bethlehem, Bethany, 
Hebron, Samaria, Jericho and the Dead Sea—truly a journey of 
a lifetime! 

The P a d r e ' s P i l g r i m a g e . During a recent Pilgrimage 
to the Holy Land, our Padre, Captain The Reverend John G. 
Nicholls, Vicar of St. Giles, Camberwell, made a special 200-
mile trek through the desert and a sandstorm to lay a wreath, 
on behalf of the Regiment, on the grave of Major A. M . Lafone, 
V.C., who on the 27th October, 1917, with the majority of his 
men of " B " Squadron, Middlesex Yeomanry, gave their lives 
in the heroic defence of " Point 720," a hill fort, near Karm, in 
Palestine, against repeated attacks from the Turkish Cavalry. In 
recognition of his bravery. Major Lafone was awarded a 
posthumous Victoria Cross. 

Mismi l ac : Our abbreviation for Miscellaneous Military 
Activity, which has included during the last month, an Engineer-
ing Test Programme, directed by Captain C. E. Slater, in the 
Epsom area, when " live traffic" was provided, in conjunction 
with officials and police, controlling traffic and crowds at the 
popular charity event, " T h e Epsom Donkey Derby." The un-
usualness of the " live traffic" gave an added interest to all 
personnel engaged on a Test Programme covering a Com-
munications System involving radio, radio relay and line. 

A Recruiting Display put on by a team, under Lieutenant 
A. R. Maxwell, at " Little Venice," was another successful 
activity for the month. 

" E " Squad ron N e w s . " E " Squadron, the new name 
for the Middlesex Yeomanry Old Comrades' Association, was 
designated as such last Spring. The idea of our C.O. (Lieutenant-
Colonel S. J. Williams, M.B.E., T.D.) to enable Regimental Old 
Comrades to feel that they were still very much an integral part 
of the Regiment, it has met with great success, and has done 
much to revitalise the Old Comrades' Association, for all mem-
bers of the Regiment now leaving the active list are auto-
matically asked if they wish to join " E " Squadron (subscription 
5s. per annum), and if they so desire, are posted forthwith. 

The Squadron leader is Colonel TTie Viscount Maiden, T.D., 
and his Administrative Officer, A . Swinton-Vaughan, Esq. 

T h e Squadron meets on the first Wednesday of each month 
at Regimental Headquarters, " G " Block, Duke of Yorks H.Q., 
Chelsea, London, S .W.i , where any ex-members of the Regi-
ment, at present out of touch with us, will always be welcome. 
The Administrative Officer is always pleased to receive news of 
any personnel who have served with the Middlesex Yeomanry 
and correspondence should be addressed to h im: — 

A. Swinton-Vaughan, Esq., 17, Village Way, Beckenham, 
Kent. 

It is with deep regret that the Squadron reports the recent 
deaths of: " G u n b o a t " Mather, Eric Philips, C. J. Palmer, 
Captain Baker-White and Lord Burnham. 

Honours 
Congratulations to Staff Sergeant L. M. Noble and Sergeant D. J. White-

hall on being awarded the Territorial Efficiency Medal. 

Promotions and Appointments 
Congratulations to the following on their recent promotions and appoint-

ments ; —• 
Lieutenant C. E. Slater to Captain; Sergeant J. A. Crook to Staff 

Sergeant; Signalman J. Eddy to Lance-Corporal; Signalman J. Langley to 
Lance-Corporal; Signalman j . F. Warwick to Lance-Corporal. 

305 S Q U A D R O N ( M I D D L E S E X Y E O M A N R Y ) 
P A R A C H U T E B R I G A D E G R O U P ( T . A . ) 

Cyprus! In April the Squadron flew out to Cyprus for their 
annual camp. Half the personnel went in the first two weeks 
and the other half went in the second two weeks. 

Just what experiences remain in the mind longest depends on 
the individual! But whatever is remembered can only be in 
superlative terms. 

This was a new and exciting adventure, and, because of this, 
maximum work and maximum enjoyment was obtained. 

An advance party, comprising the Permanent Staff, together 
with Signalman Munton, set up the tented camp just outside 
Dhekelia and drew the vehicles and equipment. T h e latter 
proved to be in extremely good condition and contributed very 
largely to the success of the exercises which took place. 

Each fortnight followed the same general pattern: equipping 
vehicles with radio, battery-charging and parachute training 
exercises in the first week, followed by an intensive six-day 
exercise in the Troodos mountain area. 

T h e Squadron provided exercise control and umpire com-
munications for company group exercises, which took the form 
of a parachuting drop on Morphou D.Z. and a move of some 
30 miles into the mountains. T h e companies were held up along 
the route by " e n e m y " in varying strength. Three separate 
routes were run simultaneously, all leading to one objective. 
Everything worked according to plan, and a very favourable 
impression was given by the entire Brigade. 

Of course, there was time for sunbathing and swimming, and 
an organised, yet hilarious, visit to Nicosia and the beautiful 
port of Kyrenia. But apart from the memory of tough and 
interesting training, with radio detachments spread over the 
island from sea level to 5,000ft., Cyprus will be remembered 
for many characteristics and incidents. Among them the 
wonderful thirst-quenching oranges, dusty tented camps, brandy-
sours, mezzes, and dog-rolls at " Filthy Fred's " ! T h e craggy 
Troodos range, topped with snow, and (with its hidden villages). 
T h e sometimes sullen people and others wildly waving and 
gesticulating in friendliness, with cries of bisquit? bisquit? 

Neither ingenious Corporal Trevitt, nor his crew, will forget 
the system of barter and payment which he instituted with 
young locals! It is not known whether he can still perform 
the ceremonial dances he was taught! And there are many 
tales which still cause roars of laughter when recounted in our 
club at Chelsea. 
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T H E A S S O C I A T I O N O F SERVICE NEWSPAPER ADVERTISEMENT PAGES, 
« 7 / « 8 JERMYN STREET, ST. JAMES'S, S . W . I . TEL. W H I T E H A L L 2S04 

THE GIRL WHO KNOWS WHAT SHE LIKES 
...WHO GETS WHAT SHE LIKES...ALWAYS 
ASKS FOR GORDON'S BY NAME 

Gordons 
Stands Supreme 

. . . MADE FROM 100% GRAIN SPIRIT 

If 
only 

I had 
the 

money!" 
You may have said it yourself. But, consider. 
You will probably never have a better oppor-
tunity than you have now of putting some money 
aside for the future. You enjoy good pay—with 
no overheads—and all the facilities of the Post 
OflBce Savings Bank scheme are yours for the 
asking. What could be simpler? 

Make saving a good habit. Save as much or 
as little as you like, but do it regularly. Keep 
your money in the Savings Bank as long as you 
possibly can. You will find that it soon mounts 
up and collects interest—ready to help start 
you up in the trade you are now learning in the 
Service, or for furnishing your home when you 
get married. 

All the details of the scheme are in the leaflets 
illustrated here. Write to me personally, and I 
will send you a copy of the one that applies to 
your Service: 

Air Chief Marshal Sir Hugh W. L. Saunders, 
G . C . B . , K . B . E . , M . C . , D . F . C . , M . M . , 

Chairman, H.M. Forces Sayings Committee, 
1, Princes Gate, London, S.W.7 

Issued by H.M. Forces Savings Committee 

i>rinl«d In Graal Britain 
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T H E A S S O C I A T I O N O F SERVICE NEWSPAPER ADVERTISEMENT PACES, 
6 7 / 6 8 JERMYN STREET, ST. JAMES'S, S . W . I . TEL. W H I T E H A L L 2504 

OVERSEAS? 
cash in on it! 

A VICTOR 
FOR £525 

Special P.T. exemption saves you over £100 
on a Vauxhall Victor if you're being posted 
abroad . . . or are returning to U.K. for re-
posting overseas... Peopte say it's the 
best looking family car out. And the Victor 
takes to a rugged service life. A new 
synthetic cellulose finish over 6 protective 
undercoats (and underbody sealing), 
shrugs off the world's worst, 
if it's the VX 4/90 you're after (vivid 
motoring with twin carbs., aluminium head, 
front disc brakes, special springing; and 
luxury. . .£695)—the saving's £145.7.1! 
Your Vauxhail dealer will be glad to tell 
you more —both about the cars and this 
way of saving money. Or write direct to 

Vauxhall Motors Ltd • Overseas Delivery Centre 
Wardour Street • London W.I (Phone: GBRrard 4343) 

By Appointment to Her Majesty the Queen Scotch Whisky Distillers, John W a l k e r & Sons Ltd. 

GOOD OLD 

Johnnie Walker 
T H E S C O T C H OF S C O T C H 

Johnnie Walker is the Scotch of Scotch. You'll find it 
everywhere, in the friendly square bottle, smooth, 
mellow, great-hearted. Enjoy it everywhere, at home 
or away — Good old Johnnie Walker. 

BORN 1820—still going strong 
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[Courtesy of Western Mail and Echo 

The Commanding Officer, Lieutenant Colonel D. W . Cottrel l , TD , presenting a clock to the RSM W . E. Howley on behalf of the 
WOs and Sergeants Mess to mark his stay with the Regiment. 

Left to right: WO l l M. M. McFarland, RSM Howley, WON M. J . Caplan, The Commanding Officer, WO l l P. K . Davies, W R A C and Staff 
Sergeant J . F. Pianowski 

Annual Camp. Despite a typically English spring, with 
its cold and blustery weather, the Regiment had a remarkable 
and highly successful camp at Folkestone in May. It may have 
been a testing three-day exercise laid on by Division (which, 
in fact, became a four-day trial), commencing in the first few 
days of camp which put the Regiment on its mettle, but 
whatever it was, morale and spirits were very high, and by 
some strange alchemy peculiar to the T.A., the Regiment did 
a first-class job with tremendous elan. We came to know our 
Divisional Staff again; a relationship which had weakened after 
reorganisation and fewer contacts. 

Motor Cycle Tr ia ls . The keen D.R.s of the Regiment 
took part again in the Divisional Trials in JVlay. These were 
held, after a bad weather postponement, in the hills and near 
mountains of Monmouthshire. The course was an arduous 
and interesting one, and clutch failures proved to be our 
Achilles heel. The team rode well, but was successful in 
gaining Certificates of Merit only. 

Corp.s Rifle Meeting. The Regiment, as part of the 
Western Command Team, was represented at the meeting held 
at Bulford in June, by the Training Major, Major E. G. Watkeys, 
and two of the Permanent Staff, W.O.II W. D. Landymore and 
Lance-Corporal D. H. O'Neill. The latter had the distinction 
of representing, later, both the Corps and the Regiment at the 
Army Rifle Association Meeting at Bisley, where they gained 
the Army loo Medal. 

Permanent Staff. The last few months have seen a 
major upheaval amongst our Permanent Staff. The outgoing 
R.S.M., W. E. Howley, after two years, in which he had 
impressed his considerable personality upon the Regiment, 
handed over to the new R.S.M. during camp. R.S.M. K . H. 
Attwell has come to the Regiment after a tour with the Federal 
Regular Army Signal Squadron but, typically, has met the most 
obvious and immediate contrast, that of climate, with calm 
aplomb. Fortunately, his earlier T.A. experiences prepared him 
for the other, perhaps disconcerting, contrasts. 

Also during the period we lost W.O.II R. Davies from 344 
Squadron, who left on deserved promotion to R.Q.M.S. We 
wish him good fortune on his return to a regular unit in Cyprus. 
Staff Sergeant J. F. Pianowski, who guided 2 Squadron through 
the intricacies of radio relay, has left for Blandford. 

Another who has his kitbag packed for the " o f f " is W.O.II 
M. J. Caplan, P.S.I, of I Squadron and " h a m " operator. We 
shall miss him, for he has been a worthy ambassador of the 
Regiment when instructing outside the unit, and has added 
not a little to the unit's efficiency. His next " resting place," 
if one may call it that, is at Catterick, on a Yeoman of Signals 
Course. He has been replaced by W.O.II S. Davison, who 

was previously with ist Regiment. Filling the other vacancies 
we have had W.O.II F. E. Wood, who has taken over 344 
Squadron, and is already moulding them into shape after his 
most relevant recent experiences in a regular Brigade Squadron. 

All the changes have not been in the ranks of Permanent 
Staff, for the pressure of events have caused the loss of several 
officers; Major V. R. Lewis, O.C., 344 Squadron, and Major R. 
Teagle have transferred to T.A.R.O. 

61st ( C I T Y OF EDIN I IU l tG l I ) REGIMEBTT 
( T . A . ) 

Camp, 27tli Ju ly - lOtig Auji<u$t. The Regiment 
visited Burniston Barracks for the second year in succession. 
Whereas last year we were the guinea pigs in a new Reserve 
Army T.C., and found several shortcomings, this year " t h e 
b u g s " had been removed and the training facihties were 
excellent and living accommodation much improved. 

Contact with local dignitaries was established by holding a 
sherry party on the first Sunday morning and we were honoured 
to entertain His Worship The Mayor, Alderman W. Smith, and 
Mrs. Smith, and the Chief Constable, Superintendent Ward. 

An excellent training programme was not too ambitious in 
expecting us to start work at 08.00 hours on the Monday. 
Spot on time trade training and recruit training went into top 
gear. 

We were glad to have our Cadets with us for the first time. 
Under their O.C., Lieutenant G. Lorimer, they set a standard 
of enthusiasm which was admired by all, and their display of 
drill on the mid-Saturday morning was quite staggering. 

Our Commanding Officer, Lieutenant-Colonel J. D. Stewart, 
T.D., was spending his first and last camp with us. Due to a 
change in place of employment, he had to relinquish his com-
mand immediately camp was over. He was dined-out in tradi-
tional style in the distinguished company of the Chief Signal 
Officers of Northern and Scottish Command. At the same func-
tion we were able to welcome our new C.O., Lieutenant-Colonel 
B. A. Beattie, from Berlin, Lieutenant-Colonel Edwards, O.C. 50 
(N) Regiment (T.A.), and our old friend. Colonel T . D. Childs, 
M.B.E., T.D. 

The Pipes and Drums were in fine form after setting the 
tone with a public performance in Peasholm Park on the first 
Sunday. A beating " Retreat" ceremony was performed in 
Columbus Ravine on the first Wednesday, when the Mayor 
took the salute. A further Retreat was performed on the square 
on Friday, and two public appearances in Peasholm Park were 
made in August Bank Holiday. An indication of public apprecia-
tion is the fact that bandsmen are never seen out of barracks 
without local feminine company. 
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Congratulations to W.O.IIs Band and Hand, who were pre-
sented with W.O.'s warrants on the ceremonial parade held on 
Saturday, 3rd August. 

The all ranks' dance was a tremendous success, and the enter-
tainment committee are already planning for two camp dances 
next year. 

Inter-Squadron competitions were restricted by the vagaries 
of the typically British Summer, but the Guard Comeptition 
was won by i Squadron. The Squadron Efficiency Cup went 
to 335 Squadron. T h e Best Recruit Prize was awarded to a 
new member of our L.A.D. , Craftsman A. Paterson, and the 
Best Recruit W.R.A.C. was Private H. Mason, who, we hear, 
followed in her father's footsteps, who won the same award 
when he was a recruit. 

Prizes were also awarded for: 
Skilled Driving.—'Craftsman A. McMillan, Lance-Corporal 

Foley and Signalman Plenderleith. 
Best Recruiter (Individual).—^Lance-Corporal Godsell (335 

Squadron). 
Best Recruiting Squadron.—H.Q. Squadron. Lance Corporal Banham of 249 Squadron diving off the spring board 

O l s t R E G I M E N T 
( A . E . R . ) 

Annual Camp this year was held at H.Q. A.E.R. Blandford 
Camp. W e camped with our sister regiment, 85th Regiment. 

The joint Regimental Parade at the mid-weekend was • a 
grievous disappointment. T h e weather played havoc. It is 
rather dis-spiriting to all ranks, after very careful rehearsal, to 
have to notify the C.S.O. Eastern Command, Brigadier Price, 
O.B.E., to carry out inspection of the Regiments within the con-
fines of a dark and decrepit Nissen Hut. (Musical accompani-
ment, the thunder of rain on the roof), with the square benefitting 
from a drenching of the demolition contractors' unwanted dust. 

However, that rather cheerless occasion was improved by the 
very fulsome reception given to the C.S.O. at the Warrant 
Officers' and Sergeants' Mess shortly thereafter and the wonder-
ful evening which we of the Regiment, and we hope that he, 
enjoyed in the Officers' Mess on the evening before. 

Sporting activities were confined to cricket in accordance with 
the calendar, but not necessarily the weather. 91st Regiment 
managed to overcome the cricketing prowess of 85th Regiment 
and cricket formed the basis of the contest for the Regimental 
Trophy, the Scarborough Cup, which was won by the Officers 
in competition, under the jurisdiction of King Willow, against 
the Warrant Officers and Sergeants. 

Our new Commanding Officer, Lieutenant-Colonel L . R. Hill, 
E.R.D., must surely have been satisfied with the enthusiasm 
shown by his Regiment in his first year of command. T h e 
standard of training achieved was made apparent by the results 
of the Trade Tests at the close of camp. Even the hardened 
Instructors of H.Q. A.E.R. expressed their surprise at the high 
qualification levels. 

It would be wrong to close these notes without an expression 
of gratitude on behalf of the Regiment to the friendly co-
operation and assistance, dutifully and freely given by the Staff 
of H.Q., A.E.R., and also by 30th Regiment. 

Royal Signals (Singapore) Swimming Gala 
T h e Royal Signals Swimming Gala was held at Gillman 

Swimming Pool on the 13th August and, as usual, the competi-
tion was between i8th Regiment, 19th Regiment and the 
Independent Squadrons; the latter competitors comprising 237 
( C O M C A N ) , 249, 263 Squadrons and 612 and 621 Troops. 

The outcome of the gala left no doubt as to the winners, 
19th Regiment, a clear margin of 20 points from the runners-
up, the Independent Squadrons, who had a score of 87, and 
18th Regiment were last, their score being 79 points. 

Overall, the standard of swimming had improved since last 
year's gala, which was more noticeable in the breast-stroke 
event, where Corporal Banham was competing against Corporal 
Cookson of 19th; Corporal Cookson, who was with 237 Squad-
ron last year, has made good use of the opportunity given by his 
move to get plenty of practice; this can also be said of his 
diving. 

On diving, there was a very good " q u a l i t y " display put 
on by the divers, notable again (as last year) Signalman Ghani, 
19th Regiment; with Signalman Ghani was Corporal Cookson, 
also of 19th Regiment; from the Independent Squadrons there 
was Corporal Banham and Lance-Corporal Butler. U n -
fortunately, there were no entries from i8th Regiment for this 
event. It was seen that our faithful i metre springboard was 
out of season again; if it is ever caught in season, then we may 
expect some really spectacular double somersaults at least. 

All in all, a very enjoyable afternoon's swimming and diving; 
who knows, perhaps the tables will be turned next year. 

Corps Cricket 
VERSUS R.A.C. (at the Oval, i i t h / i 2 t h September. 

Royal Signals 154 and 173. (Crichlow 48 and 66). 
R.A.C. 251 for 9 declared and 77 for 5. (Walmsley 6 for 81). 
R.A.C. won by 5 wickets with half-an-hour to spare. 

iiiiimiiiiMiiiMimiiMMMiMiniiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiMiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiimimiiiiniiiiMiiuiMMi iiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiniiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiimiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii 

The following goods are available from Association Headquarters : 

Corps Ties—Heavy Weave 7/6 
Woollen 8/6 
Terylene 1 1 / -

Corps Scarves—Woollen 2 1 / -
Rayon Squares 2 1 / -

Cravats—Terylene 2 1 / -

Corps Cuff Links 8/6 

Association Buttonhole Badges or Brooches 3 / -

Blazer Badges 4 5 / -

Blazer Buttons—Large (each) 2/3 
Small (each) 1/8 

Motor Car Badges (enamelled in Corps 
& l o u r s 3 5 / -

Motor Cycle Badges (enamelled in Corps 
Colours) 20/-

Corps Plaques 29/6 Plus postage 
Corps Diaries (available each year between November and 

Memberi only February. Apply to Headquarters for Order Form). 

Please Send Cash With Order for all the above articles. 
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Careers and Opportunities 
The appointments listed below form a very small fraction of all the 
introductions to " Jobs" which are available. Always, prospective 
employers want more candidates than the Association can offer. 

Retired Officer Appointments : Royal Signals 
Retired regular officers are needed to fill posts in Royal Signals Head-

quarters and Uni ts at home and overseas. Applications can be considered 
now for posts in London, most Home Commands, Germany, Near East 
and Fax East. 

Current national salary i s : — R . O . I I , £1,292; R . O . H I , £1 ,175. London 
weighting and overseas allowances are paid in addition. 

A C ! 433/61 applies in regard to officers at present serving and about 
to retire. 

Retired officers should apply direct t o : The War Office, C 5 / R O , London, 
S.W .I . 

Any officer who would like fur ther advice regarding employment in 
Royal Signals Retired Officer posts is invited to get in touch with the 
Personnel Branch; address: T h e War Office, A G n , Stanmore, Middlesex. 

Radio Technician 
Radio Technician (Civilian) required to maintain and repair all types 

of W.D. high frequency radio transmitters/receivers. A knowledge of 
vehicle mounted stations would be an asset. Applicants must hold City 
a-nd Guilds Radio I I , Maths, for Telecoms. I I , and have had three years 
practical experience or held the military qualifications of Radio Technician, 
Royal Signals, Class T i , or the equivalent in R .E .M.E. 

Scale 01 pay £12 13s. 6d. to £13 i8s. 6d. 
Apply: Adjutant , 52 (Lowland) Signal Regiment (T.A.) , 21, Jardine 

Street, Glasgow, N .W. Te l . : Glasgow West 8401. 

International Computers and Tabulators Ltd. 
Having a number of vacancies for Electronics Instructors at the Field 

Engineering Training Schools at Letchworth and Stevenage. Applicants 
should have a- good knowledge of electronics, coupled with the ability to 
impart their knowledge to others. H .N .C . or O.N.C. (Electronics) together 
with previous instructing experience would be desirable. Applications 
particularly welcome f rom those who have had instructing experience in 
H . M . Forces. Successful applicants will be given the necessary training 
before taking up their duties. They will be required to find their own 
accommodation. Applications to : The Mana-ger, Personnel Training and 
Services Division. International Computers and Tabulators Ltd. , 149, Old 
Park Lane, London, W . i . 

Radio Mechanics 
Are required by 3 H.Q. and Signal Regiment, Bulford Camp, for 

employment in " M " Troop on routine maintenance and servicmg of 
radio equipment. Basic pay £10 4s. 2d., rising to £12 4s. 2d. with merit 
pay. Apply to: Officer Commanding, 3 H .Q . and Signal Regiment, 
Bulford Camp, Wilts. 

Ferranti Ltd., Electrical and General Engineers, 
Hollingwood, Lanes. 
xMessrs. Ferranti Ltd. , Electrical and General Engineers, invite applica-

tions f rom ex-Regulars who have served in the Forces as ground radar 
fitters and radio mechanics and are seeking employment as Electrical 
Inspectors dealing with electronic assemblies. The vacancies exist at the 
company's Manchester works. Adequate training will be given where 
necessary to familiarise new employees with specialised products. Wages 
are in accordance with Trade Union agreements for skilled personnel, 
with a high standard of average earnings per 42 hour week. 

Applicants should state qualifications and experience, and address 
letters to : Perso.mel Manager. Ferranti Ltd. , Electrical and General 
Engineers, Hollingwood, Lancashire. 

Mullard Equipment Ltd., Manor Royal, Crawley, write: 
Earlier this year you very kindly inserted in THE WIRE an advertisement 

for a Field Trials team leader needed by this Company. Subsequently 
we obta-Ined a suitable man, and I wrote to you again asking that the 
advertisement should now be withdrawn. 

T o our surprise and regret the man who was to fill this post has decided 
not to join us after all. Once again we have the vacancy to fill, and with 
pressing urgency. Should you know of any ex-Royal Signals personnel 
o-vailable now or shortly (preferably ex-Foreman of Signals or T . O . T . grade) 
and who could lead this activity, we should very much like to hear f rom 
them. I f , fur thermore, you could again extend to us the courtesy of space 
in THE WIRE we should be most grateful. 

T h e post we are trying to fill is for a man who will plan and carry out 
field trials and demonstrations of mobile communica-tion equipment, par-
ticularly military radio, under conditions approximately closely to actual 
use—a ' user trials ' activity in fact, and one for which an ex-member of 
the Corps is an obvious choice. 

Cossor Electronics Ltd. 
T h e Pinnacles, Elizabeth Way, Harlow, Essex. 
Vacancies exist for Electronic Wiremen. Candidates must be able to 

read circuit diagrams and know colour code. 6/6d. per hour upwards, 
according to experience. Ex-Radar or Radio Mechanics would be suitable. 
Apply to above address, to the Personnel Dept . , and mention Royal Signals 
Association. 

In addition, vacancies usually exist for Testers, Inspectors and Service 
Engineers. 

The Plessey Co. 
T h e Plessey Co. have a number of vacancies in the Design and Technical 

Writing fields. Salary average: £970-£i,200. Suitable for Senior 
Technicians or Officers leaving the Corps. 

They should have a? technical background and be technically inclined. 
Contact at Plessey is M r . Barker, Personnel Dept . Tel . I l ford 3040. 

Welfare Section 
Below, an attempt is made to describe, with suitable 
anonymity, four cases taken from the Welfare Section 

files concluded during the first week in September. 

WIDOW OF DRIVER WHO SERVED 1940-46. He died in June after 
a most distressing illness of nme years, d u n n g which his wife nursed 
him devotedly. I h e Association ga-ve her and their two children a much-
needed holiday. 

SAPPER, R.E. SIGNALS, 1916-20. His wife died recently after a long 
liiness. A small grant was made to help him durmg a difficult time, and 
fur ther help will be given with clothing parcels. 

SERGEANT, 1939-46. He has been seriously ill and unable to work 
for two years; he and his wife a-nd lour children have kept going on State 
benefits. The Association made a grant to provide the family with coal 
for the winter, as warmth is essenual to him in his siate of health. 

SIGNALMAN, 1952-55. Married with two children. He was severely 
injured in an accident at work three months ago. A grant has been 
maae to clear off two small debts. 

Royal Signals Association and Benevolent Fund 
The following subscriptions were most gratefully received during August, 

1963: — 
£ 5. d. 

School o£ Signals (Proceeds of Bottle Stall) 20 5 o 
t i t f t Regiment (Depot) 26 6 9 
24th Regiment (Wariant Officexs' and Sergeants' Mess) 2 3 0 
i4Lh Regiment ( i Squadron) 10 o o 
14th Regiment (2 Squadron) 3 12 o 
30ih Regiment 15 o o 
209 Squadron 5 5 0 
243 Squauron 2 1 7 o 
M.E .S . /S .R .D .E . 7 0 
Junior Leauers Regiment 10 10 o 
Royal S-g.ials attacned 46 Squadron, R.A.S.C. (L.C.T.) ... 1 0 6 
Signals Communications Wing, R .M.A. , Sandhurst 1 5 6 
57in Regiment (T.A.) 1 5 0 
C.S.O., R .M. Signal School 2 3 
H.Q. , A.E.R., Royal Signals 3 18 o 
227 Squadron (ALFCE) (Proceeds of Summer Ball) 20 o o 
59th Regiment (T.A.) (Sergeants' Mess, collection at camp) ... 8 17 9 
022 Troop (Hebrides) 2 0 6 
61st Regiment (T.A.) 14 10 o 
257 Squadron (through 27th Regiment, R.A.) (Tombola) ... 15 o o 
257 Squadron (through 27th Regiment, R.A.) 7 10 o 
H.Q., Middle East (Church Collection) 10 19 o 
254 Squadron (Aden) 16 11 j i 
235 Squadron ( C O M C A N ) 8 8 6 
m t h Regiment (and 237, 249, 263 Squadrons) annual fun fair 23s o o 
650 Troop I 19 o 
9lh Regiment 37 7 6 
Major-General R. T. H . Nalder (subscription 1961/2/3, through 

Corps Funds) 3 0 0 
T.B.S. , M.C. Main 1 0 
P. M . Gould 15 o 
J. C. Farnan i o 
J. Law 5 o 
A. J. G . McNair b 
J. Mif Lilburn 
K. J. Williams 
A. W. Breckon 
Milk Marketing Board 

I 10 0 
1 0 0 
2 1 9 

25 0 o 

Receipts £521 15 5 

Expenditure during August, 1963 £343 6 i 
(Includes: Rent and Rates; Beds and Bedding; 
Furni ture; Cots and Prams; General Assistance) 

Analysis of Cases:— 
Families of Soldiers serving in U . K i 
Widows and Dependants 4 
Released and Discharged Soldiers 27 

Total cases assisted 32 

14 Cases of Soldiers who served during the 1939/45 War ... £203 2 2 
18 Cases of Soldiers who did not serve during the War ... £140 3 11 

Hilling 

I CLOTHING is still URGENTLY required i 

by the WELFARE SECTION 
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Hiorns S l Miller 
Renowned throughout the world 

for QUALITY 
R E G I M E N T A L C H R I S T M A S C A R D S 

I N V I T A T I O N C A R D S 

C R E S T E D S T A T I O N E R Y 

A C C O U N T B O O K S 

P R I N T I N G O F 

A N Y D E S C R I P T I O N 

O F F I C E E Q U I P M E N T 

Brochures and Catalogue on application 

Estimates and samples sent on request 

H I O R N S & M I L L E R L T D 
M A R L B O R O U G H S T R E E T 

D E V O N P O R T 

Telephone: Plymouth 5 1 3 7 3 

Widely Known 
Throughout the Services 

H a w k e s have supplied Service uni form and 
equipment for nearly t w o hundred years. B u t 
they are equal ly wel l k n o w n as civil ian tailors, 
modern in their methods, whi le traditional in 
their spirit. H a w k e s ' Department f o r Immediate 
W e a r is the natural resort for m e n w h o wish to 
maintain the Savile R o w standard without 
undue strain on their pocket . 

e LOUNGE SUITS FROM £27/10 /0 
• OVERCOATS FROM £22/10 /0 
• SPORTS JACKETS FROM £14/14 /0 

A L L UNIFORMS A N D SERVICE 
EQUIPMENT SUPPLIED 

For Bespoke Tailoring, patterns and prices will 
be gladly supplied on request 

Hawkes of Savile Row 
Regimental Tailors and Outfitters 

Established 1771 

1 S A V I L E R O W , W.l 
(Telephone: REGent 0186) 

12a L O N D O N RD., C A M B E R L E Y 
(Telephone: Camberley 3829) 

O F F I C E R ! ^ O F 

H . M . F O R C E S 

Are your future problems 

• The best education for your 
children ? 

• A suitable house for your family 
when you retire ? 

• Sufficient retirement income ? 

A S P E C I A L S C H E M E H A S BEEN 
P R O D U C E D F O R O F F I C E R S 

Apply for Booklet describing the OflQcers Special 
Scheme, to 

B. E. T H O M P S O N & CO., LTD. 
INSURANCE BROKERS 

11 KING S T R E E T 

R I C H M O N D , Y O R K S H I R E 
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R AC A L COMMUNICA T/ONS 

Due to the expansion of services to our customers, 
the following vacancy has arisen:— 

ASSISTANT INSTRUCTOR 
The successful candidate will be required to train customers' 
technicians on all features of RACAL communications equip-
ment and instruments and be prepared to travel overseas 
on occasions. He must also be capable of carrying out 
customers' liaison duties. 

Experience in operating and servicing high grade HF radio 
equipment and in instructing on both the theory and prac-
tical handling of such equipment essential. 

Relevant HM Forces experience will be considered an asset. 

Application enclosing brief details of qualifications 
and experience and present salary to:— 

PERSONNEL MANAGER 
RACAL ELECTRONICS LIMITED 
Western Road Bracknell Berks 

Housing available 

for married men 

* • • 

Contributory 

superannuation scheme 

* * * 

Over a Century of Service 

1853-1963 
IN PRINT 
Like the Services, we also have a long tradition to 

uphold, at the same time, again like the Services, 

taking advantage of scientific progress in this age 

of mechanisation; yet maintaining, through a 

special department, a personal and helpful link 

with Service Editors, whom we are ever willing to 

advise and assist in the production of their journals. 

F.J.PARSONS LTD 
Lennox House, Norfo lk Street, W.C.2 • Temple Bar 6591 

Works: Observer Buildings, Hastings • Hastings 1157 



No ordinary car 
The Morris 1100 is mo.re than just a new name. It is a new 
car—genuinely and dynamically new. New and progress-
ive both in concept and engineering. New and years 
ahead of any other car in the world, in its suspension 
and performance, roominess and value. Come and drive 
it. We promise it will be a revelation. 

MORRIS 

Available with left or right-hand drive. 
Warranted for 12 Month8/12.000milesand 
backed by B.M.C.—afTordlng comprehen-
sive facilities alt over the world. 

QUALITY FIRST 

1100 

Importer for Germany for all Nuffield products 

J. A. WOODHOUSE & CO 
5 Cologne/Braunsfeld 
108-110, Stolberger StraBe 
Tel. 59 3125 
S A L E S AND S E R V I C E IN ALL A R E A S ! 

OFFICIALLY APPOINTED 
REGIMENTAL TAILORS T O THE 
ROYAL CORPS OF SIGNALS 

OUR REPRESENTATIVE REGULARLY 
ATTENDS CATTERICK CAMP OR ANY 
OTHER ROYAL SIGNALS MESS 
BY APPOINTMENT 

Established 1895 

Military Tailors 
by appointment 

The Royal Military Academy 
from 1902 to 1939 

By appointment t o : - Royal Artillery, 
Royal Engineers, Royal Electrical and 

Mechanical Engineers, Royal Army Medical Corps, 
Royal Army Service Corps. 

117 VICTORIA STREET, LONDON, S.W.I. 
4 0 L O N D O N R O A D , CAMBERLEY 

Productd for the Publishers, THE SIGNALS ASSOCIATION OF THE ROYAL CORPS OF SIGNALS, Cheltenham Terrace, Chelsea, London, S.W.3 
(Telephone SLOane 3477) by COMBINED SERVICE PUBLICATIONS, LTD., 67/68 Jermyn Street, St. James's, London, S.W.I 

by F. J. PARSONS, LTD., Lennox'House, Norfolk Street, London, W.C.2, and " O b s e r v e r " Buildings, Hastings. Advertisement Managers 
SERVICE NEWSPAPERS, LTD., 67/68 Jermyn Street, St. James's, London, S.W.I Telephone: Whitehall ISO^) 

Printed in Great Britain 
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Contemplating House Purchase? 
You probably know there are numerous house purchase schemes available to you and that i t may involve 

you in endless correspondence, " b u m f " and research to find the schemes precisely suited to your circum-
stances and needs. 

We have made an extensive study of such schemes, using our expert knowledge of the needs of serving 
members of H.M. Forces, and wi l l gladly give you free advice on the most economical way to arrange a loan 
for the purchase of the house of your choice. 

One particular plan we have examined, and thoroughly recommend, provides an advance of up to 100% 
after it has been in force for a year or two. For those wishing an earlier advance, another scheme gives 
advances up to 95% and, for the younger man, can spread repayments over 35 years. 

If you are contemplating house purchase now, or in the future, we suggest you consult us w i thout delay. 
The earlier you start, the cheaper wi l l be the cost—so delay should be avoided. 

To allow us to provide a house purchase plan tailor-made to your requirements, we need to know (I) 
rank, name and address, (2) date of bir th, (3) annual income, (4) approximate purchase price of the house, 
(5) when you wish to buy and (6) what percentage advance you would like. 

Send this information to us to obtain our free advice:— 

H. R. MARTIN & € 0 . LTD. 
Specialist Insurance Advisors to Serving and Retired Members of H.M. Forces. 

23-25 B L A G R A V E STREET, R E A D I N G , BERKS. 
Tel. Reading 51781 

(24-hour Recordacall Service) 

Managed by: Major H. R. Martin (Retd.) 

R AC A L COMMUNICA T/ONS 

Due to the expansion of services to our customers, 
the following vacancy has arisen:— 

ASSISTANT INSTRUCTOR 
The successful candidate wil l be required to train customers' 
technicians on all features of RACAL communications equip-
ment and instruments and be prepared to travel overseas 
on occasions. He must also be capable of carrying out 
customers' liaison duties. 

Experience in operating and servicing high grade HF radio 
equipment and in instructing on both the theory and prac-
tical handling of such equipment essential. 
Relevant HM Forces experience will be considered an asset. 

Application enclosing brief details of qualifications 
and experience and present salary to:— 

PERSONNEL MANAGER 
RACAL ELECTRONICS LIMITED 
Western Road Bracknell Berks 

Housing available 

for married men 

* • • 

Contributory 

superannuation scheme 

# # # 



POSTED ABROAD? 
DRIVE A TAX-FREE 
BRITISH FORD! 

British Fords are top cars anywhere in the 
world. From high speed autobahns to the 
Aden desert, British Fords take anything in 
their stride. Luxuriously. 
You can have priority delivery of any of the 
superb Ford range if you are posted abroad... 
yet you pay NO British purchase taxi 
If you have not yet departed for overseas you 
can use your new Ford in Britain for 6 months 
prior to leaving. If you are already abroad 

the Ford Motor Company will arrange ship-
ment to your base —and remember, wherever 
you are posted you'll find world-wide Ford 
service. 

The Ford range of quality cars includes: 
Anglia Saloon and Estate Car, Consul Cortina 
Saloons and Estate Cars, Consul Classic U litre, 
Capri, the Mklll Zephyr 4, Zephyr 6, and Zodiac 

Saloons and Estate Cars. 

See your nearest Ford Dealer today, or contact: 

FORD MOTOR COMPANY LIMITED 
88 REGENT STREET, LONDON, W1 • Regent 7272 

WORLD-WIDE FORD SERVICE 
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T H E W I R E 
T II K K O Y A I. S I « N A I. S 

M A G A Z I N E 

The Official Organ of the Signals 
Association 

Editor: 

U U I G A D I E U P . M . P . IIOUSOX, 

Assistant Editor: 
KKIGADIER H. R. F I R T H 

All correspondence and matter for 
publication for THE WIRE, should be 
addressed to THE WIRE, Royal Signals 
Association, Cheltenham Terrace, Chelsea, 
London, S.W.3. Tel. Nos. SLOane 4129 
and SLOane 3477, Ext. 143. 

M A T T E R F O R P U B L I C A T I O N 
M U S T B E R E C E I V E D BY T H E 
I2th OF T H E M O N T H P R E C E D -
I N G P U B L I C A T I O N . 

Remittances should be made payable 
to: Royal Signals Association. Sub-
scription rates (post free, except air 
mail): Twelve months, 15/-; single 
month, 1/3. 
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Vol . 17 (New Series) No. 11 
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Why buy T H E W I R E ? After all there are plenty knocking around in the 

Unit and one can always have a look at someone else's. So why buy? 

Viewed from the strictly " What do I get out of i t?" approach, this is 
fair enough. Of course if other chaps did not buy T H E W I R E you wouldn't 
be able to have a look at their copy—but fortunately a number do. Or 
perhaps you belong to a Mess which takes a copy. 

Why buy? It costs is. 3d. a month or about 3jd. a week—a sum which 
you may think might be put to a better purpose—a cup of tea in the N.A.A.F . I . 
once a week for instance? But is this really a better purpose? 

Surely there is more to it than just " What do I get out of i t?" 

First of all it is the Corps magazine and if you are proud of your Corps 
you try and support the things it does—even if it means foregoing something 
from the personal point of view. Your loyalty is worth more than 3^d. a week. 

Secondly, it is produced and financed by the Royal Signals Association 
and the more T H E W I R E thrives, the more the Association can do in other 
directions—such as Welfare. Support of THE WIRE is an indirect way of 
supporting the Association. 

Everything in T H E W I R E may not be to your particular taste or interest. 
After all we have to try and find something of interest for readers, both 
serving and retired, for Junior Leaders and Generals and for ' rookies ' and 
' old sweats' and this is not easy. 

T h e point is that T H E W I R E is your Corps Magazine and as such it has 
the right to ask for your wholehearted support—even at the cost of a cup 
of tea! Why buy T H E W I R E ? Surely this is the answer. 

Christmas Appeal for Toys and Clothes 

For several years now, at Christmas, Royal Signals has been unique, 
in that it has provided, very wonderfully, some kind of present for each 
member of the very poorest families known to the Association. If we are 
to do it again Y O U M U S T S T A R T N O W . 

Gifts of Toys and Books: It does not matter if they are duplicates 
or rejects in your own family; they will go to children whose parents, or 
widowed mothers cannot provide for such things. 

Gifts of Money: Will go to those who, because they themselves are 
permanently bedridden or chairborne, cannot earn. It gives them great 
pleasure to be able to buy some small present for wife or children. 

Clothes: T h e Association knows of so many families who have lived 
for years on National Assistance Board scales of income. This provides for 
rent, light, a little heat, and a very economical diet. It does not provide for 
replacement of clothing. T h e need for clothes is very great. 

Last year, one famous Regiment sent many parcels of toys, books, 
clothes, footwear. Suppose this happened again. W e hope it will. Whatever 
the date of arrival, all will be unpacked, re-packed and posted in time 
for Christmas, B U T you will earn twice our gratitude if you send early 
to us, so that we can have a little more time. 

PLEASE GIVE GENEROUSLY 
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Seventh of a Series 

Direct to You! 
from 

THE OFFICER i/c RECORDS 
THE INSPECTOR OF TRADE TRAINING 

The following is the third of four articles to be published in successive issues of 
" The Wire," dealing with careers on the various trade rosters. Both this article and 
the following one should be of considerable interest to many of our readers. 

Some remarks about a career on the Field Roster 

r i l H E Field Roster provides the avenue of promotion for 
J - Cable Jointers, Electrician Drivers, Drivers Royal Signals, 

Linemen and Radio Relaymen, up to and including the rank 
of Sergeant, and for Field Signalmen, who are non-tradesmen, 
and as such, are not eligible for promotion above the rank of 
Corporal. 

It is no less important for soldiers in this group of trades 
and for Field Signalmen to acquire their educational and 
military proficiency qualifications at the Class III level as 
early in their service as possible, in order to be qualified for 
promotion to the substantive rank of Lance-Corporal: it 
is when this promotion is achieved that a soldier joins the 
Field Roster and so mounts the F I R S T rung of the substantive 
promotion ladder. Indeed, many soldiers achieve this rank 
by the end of their second year of service, others achieve it 
in their third or fourth year of service. 

However, no matter when this initial substantive promotion 
is achieved, once having gained A C E III , every effort should 
be made at the first available opportunity to obtain A C E II 
and pass the military proficiency test at standard II ; these, 
together with a class II trade rating, are the necessary qualifica-
tions for promotion to substantive Corporal. 

During his first tour of duty after leaving basic trades training, 
a tradesman should take every opportunity to practise his 
trade so that when there is an opportunity to attend a pre-
paratory course to assist him to pass a trade test board for a 
class II trade, he is ready for it and is successful at the first 
attempt. 

As may be well known to you, such upgrading courses 
take place both in major signal units and in the Training 
Brigade. If you are a class III tradesman, perhaps in a small 
unit, and think you could, with the help of such a course, 
pass this trade test, then it is up to you to ask your troop 
or Squadron officer to help you to get a vacancy at the 
first possible occasion. 

Because of the many commitments with which units are 
faced, upgrading courses often take place in a particular 
season of the year; this varies in different parts of the world. 
Those at the Training Brigade take place at fairly regular 
intervals and tend to be much sought after; so, if you are 
allotted a vacancy, make sure you put it to good use. 

It is very desirable for a Cable Jointer, Lineman or Radio 
Relayman and Field Signalman to learn the skill of driving 
a vehicle and, indeed, this can lead to the acquisition of an 
additional trade rating. In the case of a Field Signalman, this 
is most desirable, for as such, he cannot rise above the rank 
of Corporal without a trade. I would say the best trades for 
him to aim at are Lineman or Electrician Driver or Driver 
Royal Signals, in that order, indeed, the last named could be 
a step towards becoming an Electrician Driver. 

Just as on other trade rosters, such as the Operating and 
Administrative Rosters, there are the same three main qualifica-
tions needed for promotion to the rank of Corporal and 
Sergeant, namely, trade rating, education and miUtary pro-
ficiency. Once these are gained at the required standard, you 
will be eligible for consideration for promotion to Corporal 
and later to Sergeant by seniority, tempered by merit, provided 
you have at least one recommendation for such promotion in 
the last 24 months. T h e more recommendations, and the 

better your reports, the better your chances of promotion in 
competition with those of others being considered at the same 
selection board. 

T h e standards to which you must aim at are: 

For Corporal 
Class II trade rating 
Class III certificate of education 
Class II M.P.T. 

For Sergeant 
Class I trade rating 
Class II certificate of education 
Class I M.P.T . 

You will see that to hold A C E II qualifies you educationally 
for both Corporal and Sergeant, but A C E I will be required 
after ist April, 1967, for the rank of Staff Sergeant on the 
Regimental Duty Roster, and you are advised to study for 
the higher certificate as early as possible after gaining A C E II 
—unless, of course, you are exempt by reason of a civilian 
qualification. 

In the past, a number of N.C.O.s who advanced up the 
Field Roster, and some of whom were appointed to the R.D. 
Roster, found they had left the acquisition of the highest 
educational qualification too late in their careers and, as a 
result, they have not been qualified in this respect for considera-
tion for further promotion to W.O.II. Furthermore, they then 
found as they got older, it was more difficult to pass the 
examination. It is for this reason that I advise you as I do, 
for you can profit from their experience. 

If you have decided on a long term career in the Army, 
or if you have yet to make up your mind, don't boggle at 
the educational requirement. Education is worthwhile, no 
matter what profession you take up. 

Many N.C.O.s at all ranks on the Field Roster are, in my 
opinion, particularly well suited to add additional skills to 
their basic qualifications, such as becoming instructors or 
assistant instructors in Drill and Duties, Weapon Training or 
Physical Training—all are practical skills which not only will 
fit them for employment as instructors, for which there is a 
constant requirement in units, and for training units in the 
United Kingdom in particular, but can, besides bringing new 
interests, be of great value to them in aiding their careers 
later on on the Regimental Duty Roster, to which those on 
the Field Roster will ustwlly aspu'e. Whilst I know there is 
an old Army adage which says " d o n ' t ever volunteer for any-
thing," I would say that to subscribe to it is more often 
than not a wrong attitude in this modem age. Opportunities 
should be grasped and, if need be, made. This is one way 
to do it. 

Because the trades grouped on the Field Roster are essenti-
ally outdoor, as against others which entail working in a 
workshop or signal centre, the N.C.O. on this roster will often 
find himself and his detachment or line party working out-
side headquarter and unit areas. This should particularly aid 
his development of those qualities of resourcefulness, tenacity 
and initiative essential to a leader. He may, in war, be faced 
with situations in which he will have to act on his own 
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initiative and on the success of this may depend the lives 
of those soldiers in his party or detachment. Of course, he 
is not the only N.C.O. to whom this may happen, but I am 
in no doubt that this will happen in a greater measure to 
" step u p " detachments and repair parties, and drivers on 
courier duties, than to those whose duties fall mainly within 
unit or formation headquarter areas. 

To sum up then, the Field Roster provides the opportunity 
to the soldier who likes working outdoors and is essentially 
a practical man. In developing his career he must not only 
pay especial attention to gaining his educational and trade 
qualifications, but should also endeavour to show his versatility 
by learning and practising other military skills, such as in the 
field of drill and duties, weapon handling and physical training. 
If, too, he can learn to drive, this is important—indeed, in 
battle, if the driver of your detachment is a casualty, you may 
feel rather foolish if you cannot move the vehicle, and as a 
result you all get captured or arrive back at your unit without 
your vehicle and the vital equipment it carries! 

The natural progression for a soldier on the Field Roster 
is to the Regimental Duty Roster. The additional skills I have 
mentioned are useful ones to this end and, of course, there 
are many others which should not be despised; the better 
qualified a soldier can become, the more merit he may acquire 
in competition with others of his seniority. 

During your first ten years or so of service as a professional 
soldier, not a year should pass without your trying to get some 
qualification or additional skiU: some are difficult, and some are 
comparatively easy, but all require a personal effort on your 
part, or at least a contribution to arrangements made to help 
you. Don't wait for someone to tell you what you should 
be doing this year—go and seek advice now if you are in 
doubt. 

When you have become a junior Sergeant, say after eight 
or nine years' service, or maybe less, you should concentrate 
on getting those quaUfications necessary for your future 
advancement: namely ACE I and Staff Sergeants' Courses 
Part I and Part II, which are aimed at helping you to learn 
the S.S.M. and S.Q.M.S. duties respectively, plus either a 
Guards Drill Course or Platoon Weapons Course, a good pass 
at which will qualify you either as a Drill Instructor or Weapon 
Training Instructor. Whilst it is likely that you wiU be 
nominated for the Staff Sergeants Course by Records at the 
appropriate time, your unit has to bid for vacancies on the 
Guards Drill/Platoon Weapons Courses, which are not always 
easy to come by: therefore the sooner you ask for a bid to be 
made on your behalf the better. 

Having obtained these qualifications you are aU set for a 
future career as a military expert on the Regimental Duty 
Roster which can earn you the rank and dignity of W.O.I 
(Regimental Sergeant Major). 

IJp^radiiig Course Dates 

Dates of courses due to start in Catterick in May, 1964, are 
given below. The Cipher Course, which was previously notified 
as starting on 17th March, has been cancelled and replaced 
by the one starting on 19th May: 

Electrician Driver Class I I I - I I ... 12th May, 1964 
Radio Relayman Class I I I - I I ... 19th May, 1964 
Cipher Operator Class I I I - I I ... 19th May, 1964 

Continued from opposite column 

ron, together with 10 Company W.A.C. (S.W.A.C.) (T.A.), 
mounted in Land Rovers, drove past the Yang Di-Pertuan 
Negra, the Prime Minister of Singapore, and Mr. Duncan 
Sandys on the Malaysia Day Parade in Singapore. This Squad-
ron, now part of Federation Signals, has a strength of six 
officers and 187 other ranks, not including the Singapore 
Women's Auxiliary Corps. Major P. J. Evans and Sergeant B. 
Ashton are seconded from Royal Signals, the remainder are 
all regular Malaysian soldiers, many of them ex-Malay other 
ranks from Signal Regiments in Singapore. Two officers have 
served in Royal Signals, Singapore, these Lieutenant Louis Lee 
and Lieutenant Idris Bin Ahmad. 

(An article on the Singapore Corps of Signals appeared in 
THE WIRE, Vol. 10, No. 4, in April, 1956). 

From Volunteer Corps to Regular Unit 

Twenty-Five Years History of Singapore 
Corps of Signats 

At midnight on 15th September, 1963, the Singapore Corps 
of Signals disbanded, and immediately re-formed to 

become a Squadron of Federation Signals, part of the Armed 
Forces of Malaysia. 

The Singapore Fortress Signal Company was formed in 1938 
as part of the Singapore Volunteer Corps, wearing the badge 
of that Corps and jhe motto " Primus in Oriente " (First in the 
Orient). It was wholly a T.A. Unit, with 217 all ranks. It 
consisted of H.Q. section, a Motor Airline section of two 
detachments, a Wireless section of eight detachments and an 
Operating section. The company was commanded by Major 
A. L. B. Swain,; his Second-in-Command was Captain A. J. 
Thursfield, recently General Manager of the Singapore Tele-
phone Board and President of the Royal Signals Association, 
Singapore. 

The company was mobilised on the outbreak of war, and 
fought until the surrender of Singapore. 

Authority to re-form a Signal Squadron of the Singapore 
Corps of Signals (Volunteers) was given in 1952. Major P. G. 
M. (" Curly ") Lee, T.D., T.A.R.O., an old member of 48 South 
Midland Divisional Signals, resident in Johore, commanded it. 
Maimed entirely from T.A. volunteers, and with the assistance 
of a Royal Signals P.S.I., W.O.II A. Page, a Lines of Com-
munications Squadron was formed, consisting of an H.Q. 
Troop, Medium Wireless Troop, Despatch Rider Troop, Tele-
graph Operating Troop and Telephone Switchboard Troop. In 
addition to Major Lee, the officers were Captain D. T . Taylor, 
T.D., late of City of London Signals (T.A.), Lieutenant Hamish 
Muirhead, late of 52 (Lowland) Divisional Signals (T.A.), and 
Lieutenant Duncan Pereira. Two additional P.S.I.s from Royal 
Signals were S.Q.M.S. D. E. Barton and Sergeant V. Merritt. 

In 1959, the unit became a Brigade Signal Squadron, support-
ing the Singapore Military Forces Independent Brigade Group, 
and between 1959 and 1962 recruited regular soldiers. This 
Squadron was commanded by Major K. E. P. Andrews, 
M.B.E., and among the Royal Signals seconded to it were 
S.S.M. W. Fairfield, S.Q.M.S. P. A. Slade and Sergeant 
" T a f f y " Davies. In 1961 Major Andrews was relieved by 
Major P. J. Evans, who commands at the present time. 

The Squadron was mounted almost entirely on long wheel-
base Land Rovers, and these, particularly the " hard top " radio 
and line vehicles were the envy of the Royal Signals Regi-
ments in Singapore. The radios used were the Redifon GR 410 
and G 310, and although originally designed for a conventional 
war role of defence of Singapore, the Squadron became more 
involved in internal security operations. 

In 1962, the Squadron became an all-regular unit—S.M.F. 
Independent Brigade Signal Squadron—and was involved with 
the Brigade, in supporting the Singapore Police to quell several 
disorders on the island. The B 44 radio, working through 
an automatic rebroadcast station, was found to be most suit-
able for providing radio communications. A new radio system, 
using six-channel VHF radios working through automatic re-
broadcast stations has followed, and these will be used for both 
the Brigade and Battalion Command nets. 

During 1963 the Squadron became responsible for military 
I.S. communications in Singapore, together with the VHF 
Troop of Gurkha Signals. A close and happy association was 
built up between the soldiers of the two units. 

In 1962 the Singapore Women's Auxiliary Corps, at company 
strength, joined the Squadron. This volunteer T.A. unit, trains 
tradeswomen for work in the signal centre and exchanges. It 
is commanded by Captain N. E. Norris and Lieutenant 
Chrystene Ng as Second-in-Command, and has 40 women 
under training. On qualification as tradeswomen, the girls wear 
the badge of the Singapore Signals, which is a " J i m m y " with 
the addition of " Singapore" under the motto, and a letter 
" V " embossed on the globe. 

On i6th September, 4 Federal Infantry Brigade Signal Squad-

Continued at foot of previous column 
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Some of what follows will inevitably be familiar to those who have recently 
served ih Catterick, but for those whose memories are not so fresh, or who 
have not been privileged to visit the home of the Corps, this should be of 

much interest.—Editor. 

I H I N G S A R E R E A L L Y C H A N G I N G U P N O R T H 

Down with the old ! Up with the new ! 

/ ^ A T T E R I C K CAMP! A name that has a considerable depth of meaning for most, if not all, members of the Corps—a name 
that can arouse a variety of emotions, from enthusiasm to the downright unprintable! Life is changing there, however. New 

outlooks, new methods and new barracks are combining together to produce a new Catterick Camp. Service in the home of the 
Corps is what you make it—but it can be very good. 

Situation. Situated as it is, amidst the hard grey York-
shire Moors, and although only a few miles from the Great 
North Road, it sometimes seems about as accessible as the 
African interior. This, anyway, is the impression gained by 
most prospective inhabitants. No matter from which direction 
one approaches it, one always seems to end up with at least 
an hour's wait on Darlington Station—usually at the crack of 
dawn! 

Yet, despite this somewhat forbidding approach, it is sur-
rounded by some of the most beautiful scenery in Yorkshire, 
and the all-enveloping peace and calm of the English country-
side is epitomised in the nearby dales and moors. It has an 
air of rugged strength which is reflected in the local in-
habitants and absorbed, to a greater or lesser degree, by even 
the rawest recruit. 

It takes a while before the full beauty is recognised, if in 
fact it ever is, because the day-to-day employment leaves little 
time to develop a rustic interest. Military manoeuvre and 
activity are not always compatible with a deep appreciation 
of nature. 

Catterick Pa!«t. It was more than two thousand years 
ago that the Roman Emperor Hadrian stationed his 6th Roman 
Legion at Eboracum, or York, as we now know it. The 
Roman engineers penetrated the North Yorkshire Moors with 
their Wathng Road and laid foundations for a new camp on 
the ruined site of a Celtic town named Caer-dur-ich. This 
name was later changed to Cataractonum, named after the 
cataract in the nearby River Swale. 

Cataractonum was in its old age, and its prestige dying, when 
Richmount or Richmond, was still unknown—unknown because 
still unbuilt. 

Three times Cataractonum has been razed to ashes, each 
time to be revived for a further lease of life before even one 
stone of Richmond had been set on its imposing natural 
bastioned rock. 

The lumbering of ancient British chariots, and the tramping 
of Roman soldiers in stately majestic progress, eagle banners 
fluttering, can all be recalled with historic accuracy. Catarac-
tonum is deeply engraved with many memories, beginning 
with the Old British, through successive Romanic, Saxon and 
Danish occupations down to the present day. 

However the pageant and splendour is not merely a memory, 
for the name Cataractonum has changed but a little, and for 
another great Army, to that of Catterick Camp. 

As a British Army Garrison, Catterick Camp dates back to 
Kitchener's day and the first World War. Then, wooden huts, 
separated by muddy wheel rutted tracks, clustered together to 
form the further rebirth of this military camp. 

Cattcrick Present. To most of us now, Catterick is 
a rolling panorama of staid and formidable War Department 
buildings. The inevitable Sandhurst Blocks stand interspersed 
with Nissen huts and spiders. The tramping feet of generations 
of Royal Signals still echo amid their formal walls. 

It is difficult to imagine Catterick ever changing. It has an 
air of permanence that does credit to our forefathers, and 
would no doubt have been the envy of many of the architects 
of our ancient castles! 

The many seats of learning within its confines seem as old 
as the surrounding hills, and just as imposing. The irmumer-
able parade grounds must surely have been there since the 
days when the sartorial elegance of our warring ancestors was 
measured in thicknesses of woad. One cannot really imagine 
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walking around the Camp and not seeing those old familiar 
landmarks. 

Catterick Future. However the " wind of change " that 
seems to be blowing around the world at the moment appears 
to have breathed over Catterick as well. We are, at the 
moment, in the throes of a big modernization programme and 
although it looks rather like Central London after the blitz, 
the new buildings are beginning to take shape. The con-
temporary style and variety of colours do much to brighten 
the place up, and when, eventually, the last remnants of a 
bygone age are removed, Catterick will be unrecognizable to 
all of us. 

The first Regiment to be affected by the programme will be 
the i i t h Regiment who are due to move into new Barracks by 
April, 1964. They have been built on the site of the old Helles 
Barracks, and bear little resemblance to the popular conception 
of a Military Barracks. We all see these things in a different 
light, of course, and perhaps we don't all share the sentiments 
of the R.S.M. who was heard to remark: " It will be a pleasure 
to get a nice flat square and a good strong guardroom!" 

The Units. A prominent and permanent feature of the 
Catterick way of life is the Training Brigade. It consists these 
days of Brigade Headquarters and three Training Regiments, 
the 8th, i i th and 24th. Attached to the 24th Regiment is 20 
Independent Company W.R.A.C. And at Loughborough, 
although not part of the Training Brigade, is 224 Squadron 
also closely concerned with Trade Training. 

At Brigade Headquarters, Brigadier A. C. Cox, O.B.E., with 
his Staff, directs and co-ordinates the policy of the Signal 
Ofiicer-in-Chief on training matters within the Brigade. Every-
one is conscious of the fact that we are now training men for the 
all regular Army and that the new recruit is getting his first 
impressions of the Corps—with which he has contracted to 
serve for a number of years to come. 

A newcomer or someone returning to the Camp, cannot fail 
to notice the change from battle dress to the new smart 
number two dress which, with blue forage cap or Corps side-
cap, sets the tone to much that is new. 

But let us consider the Regiments. 

11th Regiment (The Depot ) . It is here that the life 
cycle of the Signalman starts. The rough edges are knocked 
off him, and he is introduced to his basic training in a hectic 
rough and tumble eight and a half weeks, starting with a hair-
cut and finishing with a Pass Off Parade. 

He is watched over and looked after by a patient and long 
suffering Cadre who frequently soars from the depths of despair 
to the peaks of achievement. Here he not only leams his 
Drill and Weapon Training, Education, N.B.C., and is brought 
up to a high standard of physical fitness, but is also provided 
with a basic knowledge of the structure, esprit and traditions 

of the Corps. When he leaves, at the end of his training, he 
is usually a changed person, both physically and mentally, and 
ready to start the steady climb ahead. 

An interesting aspect that arises from the Depot side of 
the Regiment is that contact between recruits and the Basic 
Training Unit, is often preserved. No matter where he goes 
or in whatever theatre he serves, he may return to the Regi-
ment in due course for further military training or for pre-
paration, documentation and kitting, before starting a new 
phase of his career. Finally, he may return for his release thus 
completing the full cycle of Service life—starting and finishing 
with the Depot. 

From the i i th Regiment recruits go on to either the 8̂ th or 
the 24th Regiments or to 224 Squadron for their trade training. 

nth Kegiinent. This Regiment trains the Corps' Tech-
nicians, Radio Relaymen, Linemen and Cable Jointers and con-
siderable changes are now being put into effect. T o meet the 
new requirements in the Hobart and computer era, courses 
are being extended, and shortly all basic technician courses will 
last almost 12 months. Upgrading course syllabi have been 
formulated to provide the technicians with a planned training 
programme to cover their career up to the time they are 
recommended for Foreman of Signals. 

T o ensure that trainees do not forget that they are basically 
soldiers of a fighting Army, the Regiment indulges in a series 
of imaginative and tough exercises. Formed up in companies 
and platoons, trainees and cadres move out on to the moors, 
dig themselves in and repel attacks from 3rd Royal Tank 
Regiment, young officers at the School of Signals, and other 
units of the Brigade. They also make silent night attacks against 
the same opponents. The R.A.F. provide air support for many 
of these warlike ventures and sometimes their friends in the 
Leeds University Air Training Squadron emulate dive-bombers 
in their Chipmunks. 

As this is being written the Regiment are moving out to 
.assist the Yorkshire Civil Defence authorities on an exercise 
which will see them deployed from Doncaster through Leeds, 
York and Harogate, and have them dealing with nuclear holo-
causts, the guarding of reservoirs and evacuation of entire 
areas. (This won't interfere with output dates—its on a 
Saturday and Sunday). 

It may be difficult to teach a man the sense of urgency 
required in serving units—but, by heck, we try! 

S/lth Re)[>iinent. All the Operating trades. Electrician 
Drivers, Drivers, Draughtsmen and Clerks get their training 
here, and the Regiment covers an enormous area. Here certain 
courses are being lengthened and standards improved; the 
Regiment have introduced a Training Aids Officer and Section 
whose techniques and equipment are a source of amazement 
to visitors—particularly civilians with pre-determined views on 
the conservation of the Army. 
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The Regiment has had a magnificent sporting year and they 
are now able to change the trophies in the case outside the 
Guard Room, every week! 

Adventure Training is written into the programme at 24th 
Regiment, the aim of course being to instil that sense of 
initiative and self-sufficiency so necessary to most Corps 
operational activities. Although rainy days do not proscribe 
these outdoor activities they are, however, catered for in an 
" Activities Centre" which surely would be the envy of any 
modern school; model trains, car racing, aero-modelling—you 
think of it and they have it! 

The Regiment trains and administers the Royal Signals Dis-
play Team, and this is a commercial venture requiring the 
ability of a Mr. " Joe" Solomons; liaison with New York 
impressarios, County Show Organisers and arrangements for a 
visit to Australia, all fall to the lot of the Commanding Officer. 
The Display Team itself needs little publicity here. 

W.R.A.C. Cattcrick Camp. For the past year 20 In-
dependent Company W.R.A.C. has been a part of the Training 
Brigade, and the Signal Training Centre (W.R.A.C.) has come 
within the orbit of 24th Regiment. The Company administers 
the Signal Training element plus all the other W.RA.C. girls 
who do duty as Drivers, Clerks and Policewomen in the area. 
During the past few weeks, however, the Signal Training Centre 
has been fully integrated with the 24th Regiment. Previously 
W.R.A.C. trainees were trained in trades different to those 
current in Royal Signals. Now they are to be trained to the 
same qualifications as the men so that more W.R.A.C. will 
take their place in static Communication Centres to relieve the 
men for duty with field units. Sometime in the future 24th 
Regiment will assume responsibility for their administration as 
well, and W.R.A.C. Signals trainees will be as closely identified 
with us in the Training Brigade as they are with other Royal 
Signal units, at home and abroad. 

Facilities. Catterick must surely boast the most compre-
hensive range of extra mural activities of any comparable 
station. There is nothing lacking in the soldier's quest for 
social and sporting events, catering for novice and expert alike. 
Riding, shooting, beagles, archery, pot-holing, go-karts, swim-
ming, bowling, golf and many other sports are available. The 
list reads like an excerpt from the Sporting Calendar! 

Many young men coming into the Army have discovered for 
the first time, in Catterick, their latent talents and natural bents, 
and have quickly risen to promising standards. Many famous 
personalities in the world of sport have been through in the 
past and there will be more in the future. 

It is from the young soldiers who do their training in 

Catterick that many of the players in Regimental teams are 
found. 

The Harewood Club offers the soldier a place to relax in 
his spare time, and meet new friends in an environment that 
would be the envy of many civilian sophisticates. It is also 
true to say that Catterick is now as lively during the week-
ends as during the week. Many will recall the Friday night 
exodus during National Service days—^this has changed com-
pletely. On Saturdays and Sundays the many excellent sports 
fields are busy with their seasonal occupants and there is no 
doubting here the recruiting promise of a " fully-busy and 
interesting life." 

Richmond. No article on Catterick would be complete 
without a word about Richmond. That patient, long-suffering 
town that has seen, from her lofty perch, successive generations 
of soldiers pass through her portals. What memories must be 
buried beneath her moss encrusted walls. Taking in her stride 
onslaught after onslaught of boisterous young men, seeking an 
escape from their daily toils, and looking for their own, more 
modern, sweet lasses of Richmond Hill. But, in more serious 
vein, we are extremely fortunate in our relations with the 
people of Richmond, in their beautiful old town overlooking 
the Swale. They are good friends and have learned to under-
stand the peculiarities and problems of their nomadic garrison 
neighbours. 

Resettlement. The Army, ever mindful of its responsi-
bilities, caters for those going out of the Army as well as those 
coming in, and at nearby Hipswell Lodge resettlement courses 
are run that cover many of the requirements of those going into 
civilian life. Thus, as the service career ends, a new one starts. 

Tile People. Finally, what of those who live here? The 
soldier himself. How does he view Catterick? It would be un-
realistic to pretend that it encompasses all that we would desire 
in a Garrison, or that we would all put it on a posting order if 
we were allowed to write our own. However, tastes vary, so let 
us listen in a few views. 

An Officer: " I first saw Catterick as a very green Second-
Lieutenant in the School of Signals, and since I promptly got 
lost and was nearly the first Royal Signals Officer to join the 
3rd Royal Tank Regiment, my start was hardly auspicious. 
However, I eventually reached my destination, thinking what a 
big place Catterick was, and making a mental note to carry 
a compass in future. I saw very little of Catterick after that, 
since I spent most of my time screwed down behind a desk 
discovering the delights of propagation and circuit utilization. 
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" My second tour was different, in that the huts viewed from 
my windows were a different colour. I now worked in a dif-
ferent Sandhurst Block, although once you've seen one you've 
seen them all. However, this time I did spend a little more time 
in the camp engaged on trade training and normal troop 
administration. 

" Catterick improves with knowing and once I had mastered 
leaning permanently, at an acute angle, against the prevailing 
wind and light snow in summer and heavy snow in winter, I 
soon became very fond of the place. After all there is a tre-
mendous amount to do here, and there seems to be a friendly 
spirit that only extreme isolation can bring about." 

A Recrnit: " It was about half past six one summer even-
ing when I got my first sight of Catt«rick Camp. At that time 
I didn't take much in of the layout of the area. To me, travel-
ling in the back of a 3-tonner, everything seemed very big and 
spread out. For the first couple of days after my arrival I 
didn't go out at aU as I tried to keep in with a group from my 
Barrack Room. Also the Corporal, who lives in our barrack 
encouraged us to 'get a grip on that kit.' 

" When I did start to move around a bit I decided to stick 
to the local area for a beginning. One way to go to civilisation 
—Camp Centre; all other roads lead to die Moors. The first 
time I went into Camp Centre I just about wanted to pack up 
and go home. There were some blokes and girls standing about 
outside the post office who didn't take any notice of me at all. 
Now back at home I know aU the gang and we're all good pals 
and as I walked round Camp Centre, past the Essoldo, the 
Harewood and the Sandes Home, I got the feeling that I 
wasn't really wanted by these blokes who seemed somehow 
older than me. I longed to be back home with the gang; to 
have the evening out in the cafe and then home to the family. 
The thought of a bare barrack room and seven other chaps 
wasn't what I wanted to go back to. 

"After five weeks here things are definitely changing fast. 
All of us in the barrack room are good mates now and the room 
isn't so strange and bare but clean and tidy. I've grown up 
quite a bit since I arrived. For one thing, I feel as old as the 
others look and for another, I know the instructors don't mean 
everything they say to us; it's just their sense of humour! 
Sometimes a few of us go into Richmond for the evening, but 
mostly when we go out we go to the Harewood Club, which is 
a smashing place, especially for the dances. When I went home 
on mid-course leave and met all the old gang again it was jolly 
good to see them all, but I think I'll break contact with them 
pretty soon. They seem pretty young and uninteresting com-
pared with the people I've met since I arrived in Catt^rick." 

An N-C.©.! " 'You have been selected,' said the Squadron 
Commander, ' for an appointment in Catterick.' It was like 
being struck a severe blow in the solar plexus. 

" B u t my application for secondment?" 
" Sorry." 
" Can I volunteer for a tour with the Parachute Brigade?" 
" Sorry again, you're to go almost at once. It's not that 

bad, you'll like it when you get there." 

ni l 

"Military manoeuvres and activity are not always compatible with a 
deep appreciation of nature" 

iiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiniiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii. 

That was a bad moment. The worst was yet to come: 
" Well, dear, my posting has come through." 
" O h ! good, the Far East?" 
" Afraid not, I think you'll be in for a bit of disappoint-

ment." 
" Not Germany. Oh what a shame." 
" No. Not Germany ." 
" You mean U.K.? We're not staying here?" A long 

searching look into my truly troubled face." 
" They can't have, surely not . . . .?" 
" Yes, it's Catterick. Never mind dear, perhaps it won't be 

so bad when we get there." 
" I of course got there first, and to my surprise and relief a 

lot of things had changed!" 

Conclusion. Changes have in fact taken place. 
There is a new atmosphere and attitude towards the business 

of training the young recruit. We are now training a young man 
who joined of his own free will and intends to have a jolly 
good bash at making a success of soldiering. In the process of 
seeing him through his training in Catterick every effort is 
made to fill his life with as interesting and varied a programme 
as possible. 

Nothing can change the weather, not even Northern Com-
mand Orders, but at least it is healthy and makes for virility. 
Anyway, central heating is gradually ousting other archaic 
forms of heating in barrack blocks and the days of the crowded 
barrack room, coke stove or fireplace are nearly over. 

The new young regular recruit is now proud enough of his 
smart uniform to wear it both on leave and about the camp off 
duty. The general standard of turnout wherever one sees a 
soldier in the area is extremely smart. 

The greatest change, however, is in thought. 
The status of the soldier is rising. The Army, particularly 

Royal Signals, has something special to oflfer a young man with 
ambition and guts and sensible chaps are beginning to realise it. 

Our whole attempt here is to send out to Units of the Corps 
a young soldier confident in his own ability and with a sense 
of pride in his Corps and its job. 

This outlook is gradually permeating the whole atmosphere 
of the Brigade and is helping to change the popular and ill-
conceived previous image of Catterick as a station. 

Whatever your rank, if your next posting is to Catterick do 
not recoil in horror. Sometimes described as the only " over-
seas posting in England," Catterick is a very different place to 
what it used to be. Many have already discovered that a 
posting to Catterick can be both rewarding and enjoyable— 
provided advantage is taken of what it offers. You, too, could 
en'oy Catterick. 

The "Cairo" Reunion Dinner, 1963 
Tuesday, ist October, once again saw the gathering together 

of many old friends at Williamson's Tavern, Bow Lane, in the 
City of London. This is the eleventh occasion on which this 
Annual Dinner has been held, aimed at bringing together Royal 
Signals Officers who served on the Staff in Cairo during the 
war years. 

Its origins stem from an informal meeting at lunch of three 
such officers a number of years ago who made up their minds 
there and then to maintain old friendships and memories by an 
Annual Dinner. The leading spirit behind this has been John 
Baker, of Standard Telephones and Cables, and once again the 
thanks of all present, including your Editor, who had the 
honour to be a guest, are very much due to that staunch 
" Signalman "—John Baker. 

Present on this particular evening were: L . Armstrong, Esq., 
Brigadier R. A. Bagnold, O.B.E.. Colonel R. W. BaUey, J. H. E. 
Baker, Esq., Colonel K . B Baldwin, M.B.E.. Brigadier D. T . 
Bastin, C.B.E., A. F. E. Evans, Esq., O.B.E., R. H. Franklin, Esq., 
E.R.D., Major D. S, A. Hutley, G.M., Brigadier P. M. P. Hob-
son, D.S.O., R. A. Meers, Esq., Lieutenant-Colonel W. J. Morris, 
M.e., Major-General Sir Ronald C. Penney, K.B.E., C.B., D.S.O., 
M.C., E. J. Pritchard, Esq., O.B.E.. Colonel J. Reading, M.B.E., 
E.R.D., Brigadier R. Ridley-Martin, W. G. Roberts, Esq., E. 
Sharp, Esq., M.B.E.. Brigadier W. R. Smyth-Windham, C.B.E., 
D.S.O., Colonel J. R. Sutcliffe, O.B.E., T.D.. Brigadier Sir George 
Walton, K.B.E., C.B., T.D., D.L., H. M. Wells, Esq., C. B. Wooster, 
E s q . , M.B.E. 

Apologies were received from many others who were unable 
to be present. 
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Have You thought of Emigrating 
to Australia? 

AN I N V I T A T I O N from the Newcastle and Hunter River 
Braaoh of the thirty-niners' Association of A U S T R A L I A 

The Editor has received the following very kind 
offer which is set out in the letter below. Anyone 
interested should apply in the first instance to the 

Editor giving full particulars. 

Dear Sir, 

This Sub-Branch has resolved to assist an ex-Serviceman 
who enlisted prior to 31/12/39, and/or the offspring of such 
an ex-Serviceman, to migrate to Newcastle N.S.W. under the 
Assisted Passage Scheme. 

The Sub-Branch will assist with the usual problems that 
confront a migrant, namely employment, accommodation, social, 
etc., and will do all in its power to ease the process of settling 
in. 

Newcastle is Australia's sixth city, and a major Port. It is 
ideally situated, 100 miles from Sydney, at the mouth of the 
Hunter River, and offers great opportunity to those with 
industrial qualifications. 

As an expanding city, it has much to offer; economically in 
its vast industrial concerns such as steelworks, ship building 
and mining. Scenically, in its many fine beaches, bush-clad 
hills, nearby vineyards, and the lush farmlands of the Hunter 
River Valley. 

In addition, all kinds of sport are readily available, from 
swimming to darts. All with a pleasant climate thrown in for 
good measure. 

We extend an invitation to a British " Thirty-niner " or his 
offspring to take advantage of this offer by applying to Brigadier 
Hobson, D.S.O., stating full particulars of Marital status, age, 
details of family, funds available, and fullest possible details of 
qualifications. 

In the first instance, we should prefer those with Electrical 
Contracting qualifications—as follows: 

A " Bound " Apprenticeship of at least 5 years should have 
been completed. 

Some technical course should also have been completed in 
conjunction with the apprenticeship. 

N.B.—An ex-Service discharge showing courses completed, 
acceptable in Australia^ will generally be sufficient proof of 
tradesmanship. 

In all cases a verbal and/or written examination on Australian 
installations requirements may be insisted upon before Elec-
trical Tradesman's Licence is issued. Literature will be available 
for study before departure. 

We send you greetings. 
H. D. Caesar, Secretary. 

Royal Signals in Sub Aqua Diving Operations 
In all the many and varied activities in the field of sport, 

none perhaps is gaining in popularity both from the high 
standard of technical prowess required, its dangers and its 
fascination, than the sport of sub aqua-lunging—or skin-diving. 
No where is this more evident than in B.A.O.R. where support 
is increasing in i (B.R.) Corps Sub Aqua Club and, of course. 
Royal Signals personnel are well to the fore in the Club's 
activities. 

Not long ago nine divers of the Club returned from a 
ten-day diving expedition from Norway. The divers' first job 
there was to try and locate parts of a British Spitfire whjch 
had been shot down in 1942. At the end of the first day's 
diving operations the last pair of divers discovered bits of 
metal which turned out to be parts of a Spitfire wing. 
Ultimately sufficient of the Spitfire wing was discovered for it 
to be sent to Corps H.Q. for further identification. 

Among those taking part in this diving operation was 
Corporal A. Brighton of 229 Squadron who recently qualified 
as a 3rd Class Diver. 

Royal Signals personnel have also taken part in other 
operations of the Club particularly in the recovery operations 
for two drowned persons in the Henne Talspeere. Both opera-
tions which extended over a period of a week, and demanded 
great skill and courage, were successful, and among the divers 

taking part were Corporal H. Whitehouse and Signalman 
Jennings of 7th Regiment. 

In JVlalta, too, enthusiasm is high for this form of sport and 
several members of Royal Signals belong to the Limassol 
Services Sub Aqua Club and are working hard for their diving 
qualifications. 

n i l lGAOIER .1. E. CHARLESWORTI I , O.B.E. 

The death, on 20th September, 1963, of Brigadier John 
Frankland Charlesworth, O.B.E.; " Charles," as he was always 
known with affection, came as a great shock to his many 
friends. Under his dapper exterior, he had a heart of gold. 
One who was privileged to enjoy the friendship of John Charles-
worth for nearly thirty years writes: 

" When I think of him now, the first quality which comes 
to my mind is integrity. He was a man on whom one 
could rely with complete confidence in all circumstances. 
Then there was his cheerfulness. Whenever one met him, 
he was always bursting with enthusiasm, energy and good 
health, and glorying in it." 

Another says: 
" Little ' Charles ' had a long and distin^ished career 

in Signals. He had many soldierly qualities and was 
a great disciplinarian, but at the same time popular with 
all ranks." 

John Charlesworth started his military career in 1913, when 
he enlisted as a Territorial soldier in the 9th Battalion The 
County of London Regiment. After a spell with the B.E.F. 
.in 1914/1915, he returned home and was commissioned 
in The Middlesex Regiment. He then served in East Africa 
and Germany until 1922, when he was seconded as an in-
structor at the Signal Training Centre at Maresfield. He trans-
ferred to Royal Signals in 1926. Shortly afterwards he had 
a short spell at Catterick, where he was really able to enjoy 
his love of the country and field sports. He was an outstand-
ing fisherman and a first class shot. 

He was soon to go abroad to Peshawer, the station that he 
loved most, with its pink mountains and superb winter climate. 
It was here that in 1933, when he was Adjutant of Peshawer 
District Signals, that he was married. 

The beginning of the Second World War found him in 
India again, commanding ist Indian Divisional Signals. He 
saw service in Iraq and Persia as C.S.O. British Troops, and 
later C.S.O. loth Army. He returned to India in 1943 as 
C.S.O., 33rd Indian Corps, and soon went as C.S.O., 
i i th Army Group. Once again, in 1946, fate took him 
back to India, still as a Brigadier, where he was C.S.O. 
Eastern, Central and Northern Commands in succession. He 
finished his long and distinguished career as Director of 
Signals and Signal Officer-in-Chief, Pakistan. 

Throughout his life. Brigadier John Charlesworth possessed 
tremendous energy and vitality. Nothing got him down and 
he was never depressed. His wise counsel and unfailing kind-
ness and courtesy were valued by many. 

He was the answer to the Commanding Officer's prayer. 
Though ready and even anxious to argue a point, having 
accepted an order, he could be left to produce the complete 
answer. He always did. He took infinite pains and pleasure 
in passing on his knowledge to others, whether it was training 
men, advising and helping those under his command, or teach-
ing his sons the sports from which he got so much pleasure. 

He was a staunch friend, and always ready to help others. 
He will be sadly missed by many. 

Our deepest sympathies go out to his two sons in their 
great loss. 

(A fuller memoir will appear in a later number of the Royal 
Signals Journal.—Editor). 

Stop Press! THE WIRE is delighted to record that Colonel 
K. B. Baldwin, M.B.E., T.D., has been appointed a Deputy 
Lieutenant of the County of Middlesex. He was Commanding 
Officer and Honorary Colonel of 44 (H.C.) Regiment T.A. and 
is President of the North London Branch of the Association. 
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Movements—Warrant Oifieers 

London Gazette 
Colonel James Edward Golothan, E.K.D., T.D., late Royal Signals T .A . , 

is appointed Aide-de-Camp, T .A . , to H . M . T h e Queen, September, 
1963-

R E G U L A R A R M Y 
Capt. D. S. Lloyd retired 13th September, 1963. 
2 / L t . David Robert Hodges, B .sc., f rom Gen . List, T .A . , to be 2 / L t . , 

20th August , 1963. 
Maj . (Q.M.) J. J. Ryan retired lo th September, 1963-
Capt . (T .O.T . ) D. F. D. Barry to be Maj . (T .O.T. ) , 9th September, 1963. 
Capt . (Q.M.) H. R. C. Holmes to be Ma j . (Q.M.), lo th September, 1963. 
Capt . N . B. Moss to be Maj . , 17th September, 1963. 
Lt.-Col. J. D . B. Thorn ton , O.B.E., retired 31st August, 1963. 
Lt . (T .O.T . ) J. A. Jackson to be Capt. (T .O.T. ) , 27th January, 1963. 
Lt . C. R. F . Hinds to be Capt. , 22nd September, 1963. 

S H O R T S E R V I C E C O M M I S S I O N S 
Capt. (Q.M.) R. Surge retired 17th September, 1963. 

T E R R I T O R I A L ARMY 
Capt . F. Eve from T . A . Res. of Offrs. to be Capt. , 12th June, 1963. 
Lt . A. A. Pounder to be Capt. , 2nd July, 1963. 
2 / L t . G. C. Gidley f rom Gen. List to be 2 / L t . , 25th July, 1963. 
Hon. Maj . (Q.M.) H . Jamieson to be Capt. , 19th August , 1963. 
Hon. Lt . -Col . L . C. Udell , M.B.E., to be Capt. , l6 th July, 1963. 
Ma j . W . E. Newsom retired i i t h September, 1963-
Capt . K. A. Harmon to be Maj . , 24th July, 1963. 
L t . C. E. Slater is granted the acting rank of Capt. , 24th July, 1963. 
2 / L t . D. M . Davies to be Lt . , n t h September, 1963. 
2 / L t . M. A. Rowlands to be 2 / L t . , lo th August, 1963. 
2 / L t . J. A. Chapman to be Lt . , 10th September, 1963. 
2 / L t . J. D . Ryan f rom Gen. List to be 2 / L t . , 12th August, 1963. 

A R M Y E M E R G E N C Y R E S E R V E O F O F F I C E R S 
Capt. L . Kettlewell retired 2ls t September, 1963. 
Capt. A. W . Hatton retired 21st September, 1963. 
2 / L t . J. M . Lloyd to be Lt . , n t h September, 1963. 

Movements—Officers 
For period 15th October 

Major (Q.M.) G. B. Andrews 
Lieutenant (T .O.T. ) J . D . Baker .. 
Captain D. A. Brockhurst 
Captain J. D . Cathcart 
Captain A. R . Dominey 
Lieutenant R . C. Etheridge 
Major (T .O.T . ) W. Ellis 
Major (T .O .T . ) A. Eecklaers 
Major D . B. Emley 
Captain (Tfc . Oilr.) I . Fry 
Maior C. S. Galbraith 
Major R . F . C. Gladywn, M.B.E. .. 
Lieutenant (T .O.T . ) J . C. Ireland .. 
Captain J . N . Hancock 
A ^ j o r G . Klosser 
Major (T .O.T . ) P. F. C. R. Locke .. 
Major S. E . Miller 
Captain R. A. MaxJIeath 
Lieutenant (T .O.T. ) P . Newton .. 
Major (Q.M.) W. E. Roscoe 
Major P. H . F . Webb 
Major L. A. Welton 
Majo r E . WHliams 
Captain R . K . Ward 

to J4th November, 1963. 
T o 43rd (Wx.) Regiment (T.A.) 
„ 22nd Regiment 
„ 607 Troop (British Guiana) 
,, School of Signals 
„ H.Q. , I (BR.) Corps. 
„ n t h Regiment 
„ 28th Regiment 
„ i6th Regiment 
„ 14th Regiment (to Command) 
„ 18th Regiment 
„ A.A.J .L. Regiment 
„ H.Q. , B.A.O.R. (Sx. Br.) 
„ 226 Squadron (Radio) 
„ School of Infantry 
„ War Office (C.E. 2) 
„ H.Q. , I (BR.) Corps. 
„ Junior Leaders Regiment 
„ 254 Squadron (Aden) 
„ 242 Squadron (Scotco) 
„ 242 Squadron (Sco^co) 
„ 238 Squadron (War Office) 
„ School of Artillery 
„ n t h Regiment (H.S. , to retire) 
„ is t Regiment 

R. SPENCE & Co.. LTD. 
IRONMONGERS 

Telephone 2171/2 R I C H M O N D Est«bli.hed 1788 

H A R D W A R E F O R C A M P M A I N T E N A N C E 

L A W N M O W E R S A N D G A R D E N T O O L S 

E L E C T R I C W A S H I N G M A C H I N E S A N D C L E A N E R S 

B E D S T E A D S A N D I N T E R I O R S P R I N G M A T T R E S S E S 

P R A M S A N D C Y C L E S - G L A S S A N D C H I N A 
• 

C A L O R G A S A G E N T S 

W.O.I F . W. Taylor 
W . O . I I P. B. Overland 
W . O . I I J. Trow 
W . O . I I P. McNaughton 
W . O . I I T . Joyce 
W . O . I I R. Jagger 
W . O . I I R. C. RouUedge 
W . O . I I A. L . Singer 
W . O . I I D. E . Rye 
W.O. J. V. Williams 
Staff Sergeant O. Duffy 
Staff Sergeant R. M . Frost .., 
Staff Sergeant H . W . Clark ... 
Staff Sergeant T . Blackburn ... 
Staff Sergeant J. Harvey 
Staff Sergeant N . Walker 
Staff Sergeant P. J. Tompkins 
Sergeant N . E . Ladds 
Sergeant J. E . Hogg 
Sergeant B. J. Smith 

" E . R . Foskett ... 
Whorrod 
E. Stock 
Kay 
Campbell 
R. Jennings 
M . May 
P. Huey 

Sergeant K. 
Sergeant S. 
Sergeant P. 
Sergeant D. 
Sergeant R. 
Sergeant E. 
Sergeant J. 
Sergeant J. 
Sergeant A. 
Sergeant R. 
Sergeant R . 
Sergeant D . 
Sergeant G . 
Sergeant F . 
Sergeant A. 
Sergeant R . 

W. Till 
J . Hamilton 
A. Isgate . . . 
Bingham 
E. J. Pritchard 
R. Sidey . . . 
J . Harris 
G. Sizeland 

and Sergeants 
. . . T o 9th Regiment 
. . . „ 18th Regiment 
. . . „ n t h Regiment 
. . . „ 54th Regiment, T . A . 
. . . „ 7th Regiment 
. . . „ 7th Regiment 
... „ C.O.D. , Donnington 
... „ Camp Comdt , War Office 
. . . „ 23"! Squadron 
.. . „ 58th Regiment, T .A . 
. . . „ 205 Squadron 
.. . „ 210 Squadron 
... ,, 238 Squadron 
... „ 237 Squadron 
.. . „ n t h Regiment 
. . . „ 30th Regiment 
. . . „ Royal Dragoon Guards Sig. T p . 
. . . „ 7th Regiment 
. . . „ 263 Squadron 
.. . „ 9th Regiment 
. . . „ 7th Regiment 
. . . ,, Life Guards Sig. T p . 
... „ 39th Regiment R.A. Sig. T p . 
... „ 14/20 Hussars Sig. T p . 
. . . „ 34th Regiment, R.A. Sig. T p . 
. . . „ 22nd Regiment, R.A. Sig. T p . 
. . . ,, 244 Squadron 
... ,, n t h Regiment 
... ,, 262 Squadron 
... „ H.Q. S H A P E 
... „ 244 Squadron 
.. . „ 2nd Regiment 
. . . „ 252 Squadron 
.. . „ 2nd Regiment 

204 Squadron 
n t h Regiment 

. . . „ 639 Troop 

.. . ,, 14th Regiment ( l Sqn) 

. . . „ 14th Regiment (2 Sqn) 

. . . „ 3 H.Q. and Sig. Regt. 

. . . „ 3 H.Q. and Sig. Regt. 

... „ 21 St Regiment 

... „ ist Regiment 

... ,, 211 Squadron 

... „ Det . 239 Squadron 

... „ l6 th Regiment 

... „ I Squadron (Comd) K.A.R. 

. . . „ 255 Squadron 
640 Troop 

.. . „ 252 Squadron 

.. . „ 263 Squadron 

.. . „ 43rd Regiment, T .A, 

Sergeant P . R . Ut t r idge 
Sergeant W . A. Brandon 
Sergeant G . A. Pfeiffer ... 
Sergeant F . C . Bridenall 
Sergeant F . H . J . Cox ... 
Sergeant C. L . Singleton 
Sergeant F. J. Cranford . . . 
Sergeant C. J Gillmon ... 
Sergeant D . C. Parry 
Sergeant E. D . O'Riordan 
Sergeant T . Leak 
Sergeant R . A. Melvin ... 
Sergeant F . Nut te r 
Sergeant J. E . Heacock ... 
Sergeant D . L . Conideere 
Sergeant J. E . T . Mellett 

Hirths 
B R O W N . — T o Staff Sergeant (Y. o f ' S . ) Brown, of R . M.A . , Sandhurst , 

and Mrs . Brown, on 15th September—a daughter, Cindy. 
R E N N I E . — T o Sergeant Rennie, of 261 Squadron and Mrs . Rennie at 

R .A.F . Hospital, Cape Zevghari, on 2nd September—a son, Mark 
Anthony. 

A N G L E S E A . — T o Lance-Corporal Anglesea, of 229 Squadron (Berlin) 
and Mrs . Anglesea, on l8 th September at B .M.H. , Berlin—a daughter. 

W A T S O N . — T o Corporal K . C. Watson, of 245 Squadron, and Mrs. 
Watson, on 5th September, at B .M.H. , Benghazi—a daughter, Nicola 
Shirley. 

M O O D I E . — T o Lance-Corporal A. G. T . Moodie, of 245 Squadron, 
and Mrs . Moodie, on 4th October, at B .M.H. , Benghazi—a? daughter, 
Amanda. 

Marriage 
S U T H E R L A N D — P A T S C H A R I S . — Signalman R. G. Sutherland, 245 

Squadron, to Miss I . A. Patscharis, at St. Paul 's Church , Gorebridge, 
Scotland on 29th June. 

Deaths 
L O W E . — O n 3is t August, 1963, Mrs. Mary Lowe, wife of Maior G. F . 

Lowe. 
REECE.—Staff Sergeant C. J. Reece, suddenly, on 6th September, at 

the age of 53. Staff Sergeant Reece served in Royal Signals f rom 1928 
until 1957. He re-enlisted in Royal Signals T . A . and was still serving 
at the time of his death, with 44th (H.C.) Regiment (Cinque Ports) T .A . 
He leaves a widow and two children age 9 and 5 years. He had been 
a Life Member of the Association since 1932. Home address: 49, 
High Ridge, Seabrook, Hythe , Kent . 

SLADE.—Sergeant Philip Aubrey Slade, of 28th Regiment, suddenly, 
on 19th September, 1963, at the age of 30. Sergeant Slade joined 
Roya-l Signals (Boys' Service) in 1947 and was still serving at the time 
of his death. H e leaves a widow and two young children. He was 
a Life Member of the Association. 

HUGHES.—Lance-Corpora l F . D . Hughes, of 212 Squadron (Infantry 
Brigade Group) B.A.O.R., died in B.A.O.R. on 24th October. 
The greatest sympathy is expressed to the families of the above in 

their sad bereavement. 

FOIt SAI.E 
Service Dress Suits 2 1 
Coats, British Warm 2 I Height 5' 7 " 
Coats, Waterproof i f Chest 38" 
Hats, No. I Dress, size j i i 

Apply : Q.M., 52nd (Lowland) Regiment, 
21, Jardine Street, Glasgow, N.W. 
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Major General A. M. IV. Whistler 

Assistant Chief of Defence Staff (Signals) 
T h e Ministry of Defence announce that Major-General A . 

M. W. Whistler, C.B., C.B.E., has been given the title of Assistant 
Chief of Defence Staff (Signals) A.C.D.S. (S). 

T h e British Joint Communications-Electronics Board and the 
Joint Communications-Electronics Staff have been renamed the 
Defence Signal Board (D.S.B.) and the Defence Signal Staff 
(D.S.S.) respectively. 

T O T H E W I R E " A N D W E L F A R E 

Quote from letter received from 2326939 ex-Signalman F. 
March, who is a Vice-President of the British War Veterans 
of America, Inc., 715 West 179th Street, N e w York 33, N.Y . 

" If you should hear of any ex-Servicemen coming to 
America, would you give them the name of this organisation, 
as we are ready to help anyone from the Service (this includes 
women). 

Promotions 

T o W.O. I 

To W.O.I 

REGIMENTAL D U T Y ROSTER 
New Old 

Sen. No. Sen. No. 
2376209 A / W . O . I Attwell, K . H . 1200 1940 
2547782 A / W . O . I Crabtree, A. F . N. 1210 2040 
6153831 A / W . O . I Humble , L . G . 1220 1710 

14625388 A / W . O . I Gahan, W. J. M . 1230 1800 

FOREMAN OF SIGNALS ROSTER 

2548946 W . O . I I 
14483590 W . O . I I 

Paul, G. H . 
Whitt ington, A. 

2548945 W . O . I I Ribchester, N. A. 
T o W.O. I I 22381597 

19044093 
S Sgt. 
S Sgt. 

Swaby, P. J . 
Davies, D. H. 

YEOMAN OF SIGNALS ROSTER 

T o S Sgt. 22524520 
22246035 
2284537s 

Sgt. 
Sgt. 
Sgt. 

Wood, P. C. 
Wright, G . H. 
Mffcpherson, I . F. 

TECHNICAL ROSTER 

T o Sgt. 22967582 
23236326 

Cpl. 
Cpl . 

FIELD 

Edwards, B. T . 
Finighan, D. T . 

ROSTER 

T o Sgt. 22977462 
22537886 

Cpl. 
Cpl. 

Singleton, C. L . 
Nunan , S. K. 

I N S E R T I O N S 

REGIMENTAL D U T V ROSTER 

T o S Sgt. 2549610 S Sgt. Ross, D. 

YEOMAN OF SIGNALS ROSTER 

T o W.O.I 2459317 W.O. I Duncan, D. 

2549470 W . O . I Burge, D . A. 

22212484 W . O . I I Hudson, A. A. 

2548654 W . O . I I Heard, J. D . 

22442394 W . O . I I Elliott, J. J. 

22537286 W . O . I I Culbert , J . V. 

2549024 W . O . I I Alborough, D. H . 

22537234 W . O . I I Coaker, R. G. 

22515761 W . O . I I Littlejohn, W. A. 

T o S Sgt. 14191893 S Sgt. Gwynne, W. G . 

21005835 S S g t . Howie, A. M. P . 

D E L E T I O N S 

REGIMENTAL D U T Y ROSTER 

W . O . I I 
S Sgt. 

2940 
4800 

3010 4080 

TECHNICAL ROSTER 
S Sgt. 
Sgt. 

70 
1770 

410 

OPERATING ROSTER 

Sgt. 8300 10000 

FIELD 

10640 

ROSTER 

Sgt. 80 2330 3310 

640 
650 

810 
780 

. 660 860 
1160 1200 
1230 1120 

1050 7850 (Op) 
1060 8770 (Op) 
1070 8860 (Op) 

4032 4860 
4075 8435 

3730 1820 
3740 2510 

5208 1080 (Tec) 

30 190 
(Sig. Cen. Spvr.) 

150 394 
(Sig. Cen. Spvr.) 

340 854 
(Sig. Cen. Spvr.) 

390 930 
(Sig. Cen. Spvr.) 

660 1210 
(Sig. Cen. Spvr.) 

720 1270 
(Sig. Cen. Spvr.) 

770 620 
(Y. of S.) 

790 1330 
(Sig. Cen. Spvr.) 

800 640 
(Y. of S.) 

40 4670 
(R. Duty) 

360 950 
(Sig. Cen. Spvr.) 

Forthcoming Events 
84th Meet ing of Corps Committee 
R.H.Q. , Chel tenham Terrace, Chelsea, S.W.3., on 29th November, 1963. 

R o y a l Signals Of f icers ' Annua l Reun ion 
Will be held on Friday, 29th November , 1963, at the 41st Signal Regiment 
(Princess Louise's Kensington Regiment) T . A . Drill Hall, Hammersmi th , 
W.6. Any officer interested should apply direct to the Regimental Secretary 
at R .H.Q. , before 25th November , 1963. 

Annua l Genera l Meet ing R o y a l Signals Institution 
T h e Annual General Meeting of the Royal Signals Institution will be held 
on Friday, 29th November, 1963, at 3 P .m., in Room 218 War Office. 

Roya l S ignals Institution Lectures , lUOS 
Tuesday, 26th November , " Procurement of Signal Equ ipmen t , " Major-
Gcneral R. T. Moberly, C.B., O.B.B., 6 p .m. , at Nor th Hall, T ra in i i g Brigade, 
Hoyal Signals, Catterick Camp, Yorks. 

A Member may bring two guests to the above Lecture. 

Book Review 
T R O O P S H I P S A N D T H E I R H I S T O R Y 

B Y COLONEL H . C . B . ROGERS, O.B.E. 

In this, his third book on the unusual in the h i s t o ^ of the 
Army, Colonel Rogers (late Royal Signals) shows again his in-
finite capacity for research. 

Despite flashes of that imaginative writing which has made 
his " Mounted Troops of the British A r m y " and " Weapons 
of the British Soldiers" so eminently readable, the present 
volume suffers to a small extent from his extreme erudition. 

T h e first four chapters are indeed in the " Rogers " manner, 
both as to their illustrations and their writing. In the i8th 
and early 19th century, soldiers were volunteers. Sailors tended 
to be victims of the Press Gang. It is doubtful, however, if 
the sailors suffered greater hardship than the soldiers. 

T h e wars of that period were too frequently a " combined 
operation," and the soldierey either as Marines or merely being 
conveyed towards a battle, aided the sailors in the arduous 
toil of working the ships, as well as being very sea sick. 

It is regretted that the succeeding chapters 5 to 12 are in-
volved too much in the origins of various steamship lines, with 
details of their management, method of propulsion of many 
ships and, indeed, whole lists of ships no longer known or 
indeed cared about. 

The book comes to life at intervals therein as in a racy 
description of the method of transit on the overland route 
from Mediterranean to Red Sea before the Suez Canal was 
opened. But for the most part, it is dull. 

There was urgency and indeed romance in the sailings to 
the war in the Crimea, and still more in the rush of troops 
to India during the Mutiny. T h e record lacks this. 

In the memory of the writer of this reveiw, the sailings to 
South Africa for the Boer War, especially the departure of 
the City of London Imperial Volunteers, were immortalised in 
the illustrated periodicals of that time. Alas, no mention. 

Colonel Rogers gets back into form in World War II, and 
the concluding chapters often, be it said, of personal experience 
are " Rogers at his best." 

Alas, he misses another opportunity. 1939 et sequitor 
many of the ships wore with gallantry the formation signs, and 
after 1945 the badge of Corps and Regiments between which 
and the ships there was an affection. 

There were others than the Royal Engineers and Royal 
Signals whose badges were proudly worn by ships besides the 
Empire Fowey, The Lancashire and The Oxfordshire. 

Insufficient is made of this, the human touch, in the mun-
dane matter of uncomfortable conveyance. Last, but not least, 
the final " paying off." It was The Oxfordshire which, in 
November, 1962, completed 300 years of " trooping." 

This is noted in a postscript. What a pity that publication 
could not be delayed while chapter 17 was re-written. 

Nevertheless, a book of profund erudition, of genuine history 
and very nearly up to Cblonel Rogers' real standard. 

Seeley Service & Co. Ltd., 196, Shaftesbury Avenue, London, 
W.C. 35s. 
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Headquarters, Royal Signals, Cyprus District 
W A R R A N T O F F I C E R S ' A N D S E R G E A N T S ' 

D A V , 24th S E P T E M R E K , 1 « « 3 . 

A n idea hatched by the C.S.O., Colonel T . H. C. Grigg, 
planned by the C.A.F.S.O., N.E.A.F. , Lieutenant-Colonel R. 
J. Harvey, and catered for by the C.O. 9th Regiment, Lieutenant-
Colonel D . D . Fairman, O.B.E., made this day possible. A 
highly successful and thoroughly enjoyable day, both educa-
tionally and socially, which will be remembered for many years 
to come by the 91 Warrant Officers and Sergeants of the 
Corps who attended what was, we hope, the first of a series 
of bi-annual events. T h e general trend of thought was " we 
should do this every week," although one old soldier preferred 
it monthly, just in case the powers-that-be reaUsed they could 
manage without us and declared a general redundancy! 

Reun ion 
By assembly time, at 09.30 hours, this had all the appearance 

of an old comrades' reunion and, indeed, this was one of the 
reasons for the day's outing—to foster the good spirit within 
the Corps. However, on this first occasion, the main reason 
was educational, and after an opening address by the C.S.O., 
we were treated to a very enlightening lecture on " Cyprus 
Military and Political Background," by Colonel J. D. Sale, 
O.B.E., Military Advisor to the High Commission. T o many 
present, this was our first real understanding of the situation 
around us since Cyprus was declared an Independent Re-
public. Following on from this, the C.S.O. brought us up-to-
date on current Corps commitments, highlighting the responsi-
bilities of the four units on the island, before handing over to 
the C.A.F.S.O., who spoke of the work of an Air Formation 
Unit and introduced the three Squadron Commanders, Captain 
E. P. Hughes of 259 Squadron ( C O M C A N ) , Major M. H. 
Priestley, of 261 Squadron (Air Formation), and Major J. L . 
McKellar, of 262 Squadron (District). The Squadron Com-
manders, in that order, then gave a detailed description of 
the functions of their respective Squadrons, and at the end 
of the morning we all had a pretty good idea why our sister 
units existed! (There is a rumour that I T V have since 
approached Major McKellar, whose lecture produced just the 
right amount of humour to complete the morning!) 

Discussion 
A panel, comprising the C.S.O., the C.A.F.S.O. and W.O.I 

(F. of S.) M. J. Carpenter, was then formed and an open 
forum held on matters affecting careers in the Corps. A very 
lively 45 minutes ensued, and by lunchtime the S.O.in-C. would 
hardly have recognised his Corps! A panel was definitely neces-
sary as a steadying influence on the more enthusiastic members! 

With the morning's work having been carried out in the 
lounge of the Sergeant's Mess, 9th Regiment, we had ideal 
surroundings on the mess patio for a group photograph. 
Immediately following the click of the camera shutters there 
was a loud clang from the bar shutters, and for the next hour, 
to the clinking of glasses, there were many more interesting 
and varied conversations. 

Rccreat io i i 
" Swimming, or some such recreation," said the programme 

of events for the afternoon, and although many towels were in 
evidence, they were mostly wrapped around the waists of 
members preparing their constitution for the evening activities! 
How this recreation proved necessary! We sat down to a 
dinner which would have done any five-star hotel proud, in 
quality, quantity and service. After the usual toasts and a 
closing address by the C.S.O. , we again retired to the bar 
where, for the rest of the evening, various groups planned 

the where, when and h o w " of the next Warrant Officers' 
and Sergeants' D a y ! 

In closing, it is certain that all members present would 
wish to record a hearty vote of thanks to the P.M.C., W.O.II 
N . Rowbottom, and his committee, for the excellent reception 
we were given and the royal treatment we received during our 
stay at 9th Regiment, and a special word of thanks to Staff 
Sergeant F. Morgan, A.C.C. , and his staff for the work they 
must have done to produce such satisfaction! T o the 
organisers: " Let's do it one more time " — S O O N ! 

General Assembly prior to breakfast 

Luncheon Interval 

Colonel Grigg talking to Staff Sergeant P' ("Tosh") Harrison 
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f \N iniaUible tipster 
named Uose 

Said, "Watch how new 
Maxwell House goes. 

It̂ s the favourite bet 
For the best coffee yet, 
And it's certain to win by a nose." 

Mr. Peek and Mr. Frean have been on 

overseas service since 1857. You'll find 

them in service canteens and Naafis 

throughout the world. 

Peek Fredn 
^ ^ I M e r s o ^ a i ^ ^ 

Don't be 
vague 

Ask for 

I M g 

• . " N ? , ' N ,„s ' > 
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W A T E R P R O O F • SHOCKPROOF 
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LUMINOUS • F U L L Y GUARANTEED 2 YEARS 

£10 
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Army Apprentices School 
Just my luck to get the first month of the term to write the 

" Wire " Notes, was my first immediate reaction. What could 
have been achieved in one month? The School would not have 
had a chance to get into second gear! But I was wrong indeed. 
Most of the highlights have been in sporting events, but before 
listing these successes, we must sadly say goodbye to two 
Company Commanders who have served the School long and 
well. Major " Laurie" Scott hands Phillips House over to 
his fellow Gunner, Major Harrison. Major " Dusty" Miller, 
after four years, leaves us for The Junior Leaders Regiment, 
Royal Signals. Out of the frying pan . . . .? We wish both 
of them good fortune in their new environs. 

The soccer season was introduced by a highly successful 
seven-a-side knockout competition. The ' North Shield,' pre-
sented by the Commandant, was won by a Rawson House 
team which proved superior to thirty odd teams entered. 

The Commandant was also busy prize-giving in the Junior 
and Youths cross-country events. The experts (real and pro-
fessed) were dumbfounded by the Recruit Company Youths' 
team which had a comfortable win over the four houses. 
Recruit A / T Lee spearheaded his team by coming in nearly 
half a minute ahead of the field. Lee and fellow recruit G. 
Clarke ran for the School " A " team against Leeds Training 
College. They came third and fourth respectively behind the 
overall wiimer, A / T Hyett. Team results: — 

School " A " team 
School " B " team 
Leeds Training College 

19 points 
49 points 
59 points 

The School rugby team had a fine start to the season by 
drawing o—o against the Harrogate Senior Colt side which 
included a Yorkshire senior trialist. This result was a great 
improvement on recent years. The team also had some very 
useful experience when Royal Signals held a three-day Corps 
Rugby Convention here in September. The fact that they lost 
6—o to a selected side from this gathering augers well for 
Corps rugby in the future, if not for this season. 

The Canoe Club has once again achieved success. Early in 
September they entered four events at Sunderland in the 
annual long distance races on the Wear. Seven of the nine 
paddlers were placed and received medals or shields. The 
club equalled the Hartlepools Kayak Club in gaining the 
winning number of points. Our Judo Club, a year ago com-
petitively non-existent, won distinction in the Army Judo 
meeting in Aldershot in August by reaching the semi-finals in 
both boys and senior team events. The club now has regular 
monthly meetings against local clubs and other Boys' Units. 
Alas, what is now a thriving concern may weU peter out in 
the new year unless our two officials, Captain W. S. Crook, i 
L A N R. (P.W.V.), and Sergeant Retallack, R.A.P.C., who 
leave at Christmas, are replaced. The latter's experience in 
the current Army team as a Brown Belt is invaluable for 
instruction. 

A footnote for the academic statisticians—one of our 
recruits arrived this term with nine G.C.E. ' O ' levels 

—signs of the times? 

The Commandant pre-
sents Cups to:— 

A/T Hyett (above) 
winner Cross Country 

Race 

A/T Lee (below) winner 
Youths' Cross Country 

Race 

RAWSON HOUSE 7-a-SIDE 'A' TEAM 
Winners of the North Shield 'Sep' 63 

iiiiiiiiiiimmiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiimiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii iniiiimiiiiiiiiiiMiiMiMiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiniiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiimiMiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii 

The following goods are available from Association Headquarters : 

Corps Ties—Heavy Weave 7 / 6 
Woollen 8 /6 
Terylene 1 1 / -

Corps Scarves—Woollen 2 1 / -
Rayon Squares 2 1 / -

Cravats—Terylene 2 i / -
Corps Cuff Links 9 / -
Association Buttonhole Badges or Brooches 3 / -
Blazer Badges 4 5 / -

Membert only 

Blazer Buttons—Large (each) 
Small (each) 

Motor Car Badges (enamelled in Corps 
Colours 

Motor Cycle Badges (enamelled in Corps 
Colours) 

Corps Plaques 
Corps Diaries (available each year between November and 

February. Apply to Headquarters for Order Form). 

2/3 
1/8 

35/-

2 0 / -
29 /6 Plus postage 

Please Send Cash With Order for all the above article!. 
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Three weeks on the Continent 
B Y JUNIOR/SERGEANT N . M . HUMPHRIES, 

OF W H I T E SWAN T R O O P 

following is an account by a Junior Leader of a hitch 
JL hike across Europe to as far south as Morocco 

and his reaction to them. 
The 

provides difficulties encountered, 
interesting reading. 

We reached Boulogne on the evening of Monday, 12th 
August. Our trip this far had not been too eventful. After 
leaving Calais vî e walked to a road-side cafe about twelve 
kilometers from Boulogne and had an enjoyable meal before 
continuing our journey. Just as we left the cafe we got a lift, 
which was to be our first and last for two days. That night 
we walked until we nearly dropped, then using Junior/Leader 
Corporal Pearce's tent as a blanket, we slept behind a garage. 

The second day was spent lazily. At hourly intervals we 
slept on the side of the road, taking it in turns to thumb a lift, 
consequently we only reached Abbeville that night. There we 
met a charming French girl of seventeen who showed us to a 
perfectly reasonably camping site. After watching us pitch our 
tent, she left, saying she would come back to see us the 
following morning. When we woke up, the whole field was 
alive with children for we had apparently pitched the tent in 
the children's playing field! The French girl came back and 
saw us to the road. 

In the early afternoon we were absolutely bored as there 
seemed to be no chance of getting a lift. We then decided to 
split up. As Junior/Leader Corporal Pearce owned the tent 
and I hadn't brought a groundsheet and he had, there seemed 
to be no doubt as to who was going to be the most comfortable 
for the next few weeks. We tossed up a coin for the onTy map 
between us and Pearce won. We then parted and I looked 
forward to a very hopeless week. 

At about 8.30 p.m. that night I arrived in Rouen after a 
couple of good lifts. As it was still quite early I decided to 
carry on and get as far as I could. I didn't get very far and 
ended my day by sleeping under the arch of a garage. 

The rest of my time in France was spent in this way, eating 
and sleeping as and where I could. Eating was no problem as 
I spent quite a lot on reasonable meals. 

Then I reached Spain! It was early afternoon of Friday 
when I came to San Sebastian. I had twenty new francs in 
cash and I decided to make this last me until I got to Gibraltar, 
although this, at the time, seemed well nigh impossible. I had 
to reach Gibraltar by Monday as I had to rendezvous with 
Junior/Leader Corporal Pearce there. That night when I had 
just reached the other side of Vitoria, I picked a place near 
a river, under a tree to sleep, where I imagined I could get a 
reasonable night's sleep. It then started raining, and how it 
rained! It seemed the heavens had burst open. There was no 
shelter around so I began to walk hoping to find some. I 
walked all night. 

When dawn broke I was sick to the teeth with everything. 
All I wanted to do was to get back home. Then I managed 
to get a lift in a truck which took me on to Seville, about five 
hundred miles on my way. I reached Seville on the Sunday 
night, but the two days I was on the truck are two days I 
shall always remember. The two men who gave me the lift 
were the most joyful people I met whilst in Spain. 

We stopped at almost every cafe on the way for a drink and 
I had three regular meals each day I was with them and they 
paid for everydiing. One thing that amused me was the fact 
that whenever they saw the police on the road, they would 
push me into the bed at the back of the cab, draw the curtains 
so nobody could see me, and leave me there until the danger 
had passed! This happened a few times each day and I was 
beginning to wonder whether I was on holiday or on the 
run! The reason for this caution was because only two people 
are allowed in the cab at any one time and the driver would 
be fined if more were found. 

Just after we passed through Salamanca we came to a small 
village where a large crowd were gathering around a fenced-in 
field. At first I took no notice, then we heard the crowd 
shouting and screaming and then I realised that a bull fight 
was about to begin. This I had to see after hearing so much 
about them. There was nothing spectacular in it, just a few 
amateurs from the village with hopes set on a future career. 
Still, I came away feeling quite sick, as I had never seen any-
thing so cruel and bloody in all my life. 

On Sunday afternoon we were about fifty kilometers from 

Seville and stopped in a village for a shave performed by the 
local barber. The reason for this was that the driver and his 
mate wanted to look their best when their reached Seville 
where the girls outnumbered the boys by about five to one! 

From here on to Gibraltar nothing of any importance 
occurred. It was a marvellous feeling to sleep on a bed again 
after a week living rough. In Gibraltar I slept in the Toe H, 
which is an organisation helping tourists to obtain reasonable 
accommodation, so I gathered. It was in Gibraltar that I met 
Lieutenant M. R. Adams, my Troop Commander, on the 
Monday night. He had also hitch-hiked through France from 
England. 

We had our meals in a small ' hole-in-the-wall' cafe called 
" Smokey Joe's." It was a really quiet place but seemed to be 
always full. 

On the Wednesday we set off to go to Tangier, but missed 
the boat. When then decided to get to Tangier via Ceuta and 
late that night we arrived in Ceuta only to find that military 
personnel were not allowed into Morocco, so we spent the night 
at an iim in the city. The next morning we took the first boat 
to Algerciras, then back to Gibraltar. Before we had left for 
Ceuta we had tried to obtain an indulgence passage through 
the R.A.F. Army movements told us that there would be a 
possibility of getting one on Friday, so we waited until then 
only to find that we were out of luck. This meant we would 
have to hitch-hike back the way we came. 

On the return journey I took the opposite route, proceeding 
via Madrid, which I reached on Sunday morning. I wanted 
to change some of my English money to Spanish currency 
and the only place in Madrid where I could do this was at 
the Palace Hotel where I quickly went to. Dressed in a pair of 
unpolished Army ammunition boots, grey Army socks, dirty 
shorts and a dirty striped yellow shirt, I entered the hotel. 
At the door my way was blocked by the Commissionaire, who 
turned me around and pushed me down the steps and showed 
me the back way out of Madrid! Later on I heard that the 
Palace Hotel is the most palatial hotel in Spain! 

During my time in Spain I was shocked to find the people 
so backward. South of Madrid the area still seems to be in 
the Middle Ages, with people living in mud huts, and oxen 
pulling the plough. I know if ever I go again it will be for 
the sun and for nothing else! 

France is different altogether though. The people are very 
friendly and their fields and valleys are beautiful. I would 
gladly go again to France. I met a young couple who live in 
Lille and who invited me into their home for the night. They 
asked me to visit them again when I returned. 

One thing I did not mention in this narrative is that if I go 
again on a trip abroad, I will make sure I have a companion 
all the time, because I don't think there is anything so bad as 
being lonely, especially when one sees everybody else enjoying 
themselves and one has no one to speak to or laugh with. 

.lUIVIOH LEADEU.S I IKCIMENT 

The Regiment, having returned from a most successful ten 
days' camp at Penhale, in Cornwall, are now fuUy immersed 
in the normal training and preparation for the various competi-
tions towards the Cobb Memorial Trophy for the Champion 
Troop. 

The camp at Penhale provided plenty of new ideas and 
a variety of training not normally experienced at Denbury— 
one of the most popular activities was surfing at St. Ives and 
at Penhale. Many of the Junior Leaders were also able to 
climb the cliffs at Bosigran in the area frequently used by 
Sir John Hunt and Sir Edmund Hillary. From a non-
climber's point of view, I must admit it was rather terrifying 
to look down the cliff face into the boiling sea below and 
I had visions of all kinds of disasters. It was rather reminiscent 
of the song about " Green Bottles " — " if one should accident-
ally fall." 

" Sl im" Squadron had a most enjoyable Sports Jamboree 
against " B " Company, Junior Leaders Regiment, R.A.S.C. 
It is always interesting to be able to compare notes and ideas 
with our opposite numbers from other arms, apart from the 
ability to get almost every individual playing a game of 
one sort or the other. 

The Graduation Parade this term is now on 7th December, 
and we all hope the weather will be kinder than during the 
visit of Field-Marshal The Viscount Slim, K.G., at the same 
time last year. 

410 T H E W I R E , N O V E M B E R 1963 



THEY^RE E V E R Y W H E R E ! 

m i n 

A page of pictures showing the activities of 

the Junior Leaders during the Summer Holidays 

1. Ni jmegen 1963. Captain Joyner, Sergeant 
& Leslie and Lieutenant Gray wi th the Regimental 
2. Teams during the March Past. 

3. The Instructor. Lieutenant Ken Knowles illus-
trates the hard way to sail. 

4. Climbing at Bosigran. 

5. Life Saving Practice at St. Ives under guidance 
of the Life Guard. 
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S.S.M. Pearsall of HQ Sqn on the Water Wagon at Kiel 

I s t UEOIMEIVT 
I I .F .P .O. 32 

On 3rd September, 1963, the OflScers' Mess accepted a 
challenge from the W.V.S. Club at an indoors games tourna-
ment. Major Skelly, in the absence of Lieutenant-Colonel 
Page, captained the officers' team whilst Lance-Corporal 
Davis captained the team for the junior ranks. T h e tournament 
consisted of nine games: table tennis, darts, crib, draughts, 
tiddly-winks, billiards, dominoes, table skittles and shove half-
penny. Although the officers tried hard they were outclassed 
in many of these events with the result that the Junior Ranks 
emerged clear winners by about 30 points. T h e evening was 
organised by our excellent W.V.S. lady, Barbara Davis; the 
first-class entertainment which resulted was mostly due to her 
efforts. N o report of this evening, however, would be complete 
without recording our praise for Signalman Graydon and 
Private Dodd for producing a buffet worthy of the occasion. 

Squad ron Camp.s. ' This year, heavy exercises and other 
training commitments prevented the Regiment from holding 
its annual concentration in the Kiel area. So as to retain 
the tradition, howeVer, an " economy s i z e " concentration was 
ordered: H.Q. Squadron was told to carry out a Squadron 
Camp in three groups, each group consisting of about 35-40 
men who would " concentrate " for five days. T h e site chosen 
was on a delightful stretch of the Baltic coast at the small 
village of Strande, about 10 km. north of Kiel. A t this site, a 
small permanent staff consisting of S.S.M. Pearsall, Corporal 
Currie (A.I.P.T.), Signalman Parkin and Private Jamieson 
(cook), assisted by a small advance party, established a camp. 
As each group arrived they were given a hot meal and allowed 
two hours to settle in. From then until the end of the five 
days they enjoyed a mixture of a battle course and a Butlins 
holiday camp. Early morning swims, P.E. tests, football, volley 
ball, cricket, sailing in the yacht Corsar and escape and evasion 
exercises were all employed to keep the Squadron fit and alive 
during the day. At 20.00 hours when the last activity ceased, 
the canteen opened and the merriment of the night began. 
During one of these evenings one group held its own " talent-
spotting" contest as a " p i p e opener" for the Regimental con-
test later this year. Undoubtedly the concentration was a great 
success, a success in which each member of the Squadron 
played his part. N o rejwrt on this event, however, would be 
complete without recording the excellent work carried out by 
the small permanent staff who worked so tirelessly to ensure 
that the organisation and administration for each group were 
of a high order. 

I l o rde r P a t r o l . During September the Regiment was 
given the task of providing certain of the radio controlled border 
patrols which travel up and down the frontier with East 
Germany. Unfortunately only a few men were needed for this 
duty but those who did go had the opportunity of doing a 
most interesting job which produced a stimulating change 
from the usual routine. We hope to carry out more patrols 
in 1964. 

T o foster a keen inter-Troop spirit of rivalry and to increase 
the number of men who play active games regularly the C.O. 
devised a competition. It embraces 6-a-side hockey, cricket 
and swimming in the summer months, and soccer, basketball 
and cross country running in the winter. T h e sunmier half of 
the competition came to an end early in September with the 

Lieutenant-Colonel and Mrs. C . E. Page say goodbye to Hauptmann 
Lubbermann of the German Army 

combined M. and M . T . Troops winning by a large margin. 
The C.O. has graciously donated a splendid shield which will 
be held by the winning Troop. 

Shooting and Hospita l i ty . Tuesday the 24th Septem-
ber was a hectic day for some of those in the Regiment. It 
saw three major occasions. T h e first was the conclusion of 
the Regimental Rifie Meeting held over the two days 23rd and 
24th September. We invited the German Army and Divisional 
H.Q. to take part in the various competitions. T h e Germans 
were unused to our targets and consequently did not provide 
much opposition, but the invitation to Divisional H.Q. was a 
mistake, judging by the number of prizes they walked off with! 
The best performance was by Craftsman McFalone on the rifle, 
who was a clear 30 points ahead of anypne else. Mrs. C. E. 
Page kindly presented the prizes. During the firing one man 
in the butts was cut on the nose and the call for the medical 
orderly rang round the range. He could not be found and, it 
was not until some ten minutes had been spent in frantic 
searching that he was located—in the butts, nursing his own 
slightly wounded nose! Signalman Rose's nose has since made 
a good recovery but he has vowed to stay at the blunt end of the 
range next time. 

T h e second event of the day was a cricket match between 
the Officers' and Sergeants' Messes. A proper sense of urgency 
and the right amount of determination to win, coupled with 
brilliant play by the Officers' umpire, saw the Sergeants 
defeated in a dramatic and exciting finsh. It is thought that 
they have already started training for the 1964 return match. 

In the evening the members of the Sergeants' Mess and their 
ladies were entertained to a cocktail party in the Officers' 
Mess. This was the first occasion of its kind and provided a 
most enjoyable finish to the day's activities. 

T h e Unit soccer team has been playing to lose since the 
season started and we all thought that we were in for a poor 
year until 25th September when the team met 94th Regiment, 
R.A., in the first round of the Divisional Cup. Everyone in 
the team played like demons to give us a thrilling 6 — 2 victory. 
T h e next day Real Madrid made enquiries about Signalman 
Smith and Tilley but could not raise the money to buy them 
out of the Army. 

Butchers : Grocers : Game Dealers 
our aim in all Depts.:— 

Superb Quality 

CHAS. JACKSON & SONS 
6 3 , 6 4 and 6 6 S K E S N E R G A T E 

E«abu,hcd D A R L I N G T O N 

Sixty Years Satisfactory Service 

" W E B U Y T H E B E S T " " W E S E L L T H E B E S T " 

DAILY DELIVERIES IN YOUR DISTRICT 
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Lieutenant (T.O.T.) E. Aldington driving the "Hall Class" locomotive 
which he constructed 

4th R E G I M E N T 
•I.F.P.O. I S 

There was an ' Alice in Wonderland' touch for the kiddies 
at the Regimental Fete held not long ago. There was, for 
instance " Marte," a large barge constructed by the LAD, and 
a train ride—the locomotive a scale model in a three and a 
half inch gauge track. The wonderment and great enjoyment 
of the youngsters is shown in the photographs. Their delight 
amply repaid the high skills and great patience which had 
gone into the construction of these Ughlights of the fete. In-
cidentally the Benevolent Fund was helped to the tune of £iSO 
—for which great thanks are due. 

* * * 

Undaunted by a very wet and windy Saturday, the Regi-
mental Fete took place with all the usual fun of the fair. Among 
the many excellent side shows was " Marte," a large barge 
constructed by the L A D , and a train ride, which was a scale 
model locomotive on a three and a half inch gauge track. The 
model was built by Lieutenant (T.O.T.) E. Addington, in-
volving approximately two thousand patient hours of work, 
over a period of seven years. The locomotive hauled a carriage 
" knocked up " by " Mike " Troop involving nearly as many 
work hours, but by no means of the same engineering 
standard. Although the bad weather chased many away, the 
sum of £150 was donated to the Benevolent Fund and £50 to 
the German Red Cross. 

* * * 

Competing in the B.A.O.R. Motor Trials, organised this year 
by this Regiment, Corporal Thomas captained a successful 
Regimental team into third place behind 7th Regiment, the 
winners, and one point behind 6 Company R.A.S.C. 

Winter games are off to a flying start, most prominent of 
which is the Rugby XV who boast played seven won seven, 
with total aggregate of two hundred and twenty-one for and 
twenty-two against. The hockey team have yet to settle down, 
and although proud of a thirteen nil win over the Royal Horse 
Guards, found 2nd Regiment much stiffer opposition and were 
thankful for a goalless draw. 

The never-failing " Swan " was achieved in the form of an 
Adventure Training trip, undertaken by Second-Lieutenant 
Robinson and ten members of the Regiment, who spent one 
week canoeing in the Weser estuary, using four Klepper type 
two-man canoes. Craftsman Shell proved Archimedes Law 
quite correct, with a spectacular plunge, achieved while board-
ing his unbuoyant craft. The party also proved that the practice 
of hanging on to passing barges was decidely dangerous and 
not to be recommended. 

Junior N.C.O.'s Military Proficiency Courses are now in 
full swing. Never a day passes without the mellow tones of 
Staff Sergeant Rose (the course drill instructor) modulating 
with the not so mellow tones Junior N.C.O.s producing the 
resultant sore throat. Staff Sergeant Rose has been heard to 
inform Lance-Corporal X that even if the square was full of 
signposts, he would still get lost! 

Many dog eared excused chits were produced when the 
R.S.M. realised that Senior N.C.O.s had nothing to do at 
07.00 hours daily, and introduced early morning drill parades, 
many heard to say " But we don't need this " were later heard 
to say " Isn't it surprising how much you can forget." The 

"Marte" the LAD barge 

R.S.M. agrees that variety is the spice of life and thereby 
reserved Thursday mornings for P.T. which although looking 
more like a knobbly knee contest, proved to be no joke. The 
suggestion that a crate be laid on for the survivors has been 
frowned upon. 

A sincere welcome is extended to Lieutenant (Q.M.) R. R. 
Rose, W.O . I I (R.Q.M.S.) Chesham, Royal Artillery, W . O . I I 
G. H. Brooker, Sergeant A. T. Cann and Sergeant A. T . 
Howson, and a fond farewell to Major M. B. M. Brown, Major 
H. G. M. Williams, R.A.P.C., Captain (Q.M.) A. F . Stubbs, 
Captain T . W. Pitt-Pladdy, Royal Artillery, Lieutenant R. W. 
Stark, Staff Sergeant G. N. Cole, R.E.M.E., Sergeant D. Kay 
and Staff Sergeant W. Glennon and family, who after twenty-
five years with the Corps has decided to face the hazards of 
civilian life. 

iiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii 

A v e r y ' p r o u d m o m e n t f o r L i e u t e n a n t Lane 

The account of the parade of the 8th Regiment on the 
commissioning of Lieutenant N. Lane appeared in the 
October W i r e and considerably in the Nat ional Press. 
Belatedly we have a photograph taken dur ing the March 

Past w i th Lieutenant H. Lane "Tak ing the Salute" 
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7th R E G I M E N T 
B .F .P .O . 15 

VISITING A HEAVY LINE DETACHMENT 
Left to right: Signalman Hopkins, Lieutenant Colonel Clarkson, 
Corporal Grieve, Minister of Defence, A .D .C . to Commander 
I (BR) Corps, Commander I (BR) Corps, Major Woodbridge 

In March we entered the collective training arena with some 
trepidation, as a very high proportion of our " indispensables " 
had left us and National Servicemen (of whom we cannot 
speak too highly) were leaving at an alarming rate, with little 
sign of replacement. T h e season ended last month with the 
successful completion of this year's N.A.T .O. exercise, " Lion 
Vert." We say successful, because international relationships 
on the Signals side remain as good as ever, and O.C. 4 
Squadron, who carried the main burden, still has his head 
firmly fixed to his shoulders. T h e strain must have been great, 
as Major Roper has found it necessary to vanish on a month's 
leave in Italy. 

A major individual training programme is due to start in 
early November, so the barracks is now the scene of intense 
activity as we go through the mill of the annual M . T . in-
spection and prepare for the Administrative Inspection and 
an ambitious ceremonial parade. 

Our reputation (we hope), or perhaps it is our close 
proximity to H.Q. i (BR) Corps, makes us a sitting bird for 
potential visitors; with barely a qualm we have welcomed 
during the last three weeks: 

T h e Minister of Defence, the Corps Commander, a delega-
tion of three Members of Parliament, the Representative Colonel 

Commandant, and many others, including a party of Sandhurst 
Cadets. 

However, all work and no play, etc. . . . to lighten the 
burden, parties of the Regiment have been camping at Open-
heim, by the Rhine. T h e intention was that they should pick 
grapes, but the winter was so cruel and the grapes were found 
to be too small. T h e hospitality and kindness of both the 
American Forces and the local population, to say nothing of 
the excellence of previous years' crops, ensured that all and 
sundry had a thundering good time. 

Six in the First Eight 

On the sporting front, pride of place must go to the motor-
cyclists, who have yet again swept the board, winning the 
B.A.O.R., Rhine Area, ist and 4th Division Championships (the 
2nd Division Trial was cancelled). Particularly satisfying was 
the performance of our " B " team in the B.A.O.R. trial, which 
gained 3rd (Sergeant Spooner), 6th (Corporal Blakey) and 8th 
5-ieutenant Burns) places; the " A " team having taken ist, 
2nd and 4th positions. 

We are hopeful that during the winter months we will bring 
further credit to the Corps; our rugger, football and hockey 
teams are all at present unbeaten, and our .22 shooters are 
determined to retain the Army Championship. 

Finally, we must wish goodbye and best wishes to our 
Second-in-Command, Major Emley, who leaves us an appoint-
ment to command 14th Regiment. T h e Morrison C u p 
athletics will not be the same next year without the 
imposing figure of the starter, immaculate in white blazer 
and scarlet cap. 

tUh Regiment (Depot) 
Visit of Sec re ta ry of State f o r W a r . On 24th 

September the Regiment was visited by the Rt. Hon. Joseph 
Godber, M.P., Secretary of State for War, accompanied by 
the G.O.C. Northern Command. During his tour he visited 
many parts of the Regiment and watched recruits undergoing 
most aspects of training. 

Before lunching in the Officers' Mess the Secretary of State 
for War visited the Warrant Officers' and Sergeants' Mess 
where he spoke to many of the Mess members. 

During his visit to Catterick, Mr. Godber had this to say 
to reporters: " What I like about the Uni t s I have seen is 
the spirit and keenness there is, both among the recruits and 
training staif. T h e relationship is right and the officers and 
N.C.O.s have the right approach." 

T h e weather—^wet as usual. 

VISITING A RADIO RELAY DETACHMENT 
Left to right: Signalman Spence, Corporal Houseman, Minister of 
Defence, Lieutenant-Colonel Clarkson, with Commandant I (BR) 

Corps 

[Photo by courtesy of the Northern Echo 

The Secretary of State for War , Brigadier A. C. Cox, O.B.E. , Com-
mander Training Brigade (left) and Lieutenant Colonel S. W . 
Brackenbury, M.B.E., Commanding Officer, watching weapon 

training Instruction 
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Sergeants ' Mess . For the second time this year we 
entertained the Corporals' Mess to a " Whistle S t o p " Games 
Evening. Tension mounted higher as boat race time drew near. 
Despite superhuman efforts from both ' crews ' the games were 
drawn. Good food and an abundance of liquid refreshment 
helped to make the evening most enjoyable. 

On the n t h September the Group Eddie Club was launched. 
This club is a monthly get together of the Warrant Officers 
of the Regiment, taking the form of a dinner club. A senior 
Warrant Officer in the district is usually invited as a guest. 

The best ree ru i t of 
the output of 6th Septem-
ber was Signalman A . G . 
Boulter, aged 21 of Great 
Yeldham, Essex. Before 
joining the Army, Signal-
man Boulter worked as a 
labourer in Headingham. 
Now he is to be trained as 
a lineman. A keen sports-
man his interests include 
boxing, football and ath-
letics. His main reasons for 
joining the Army were to 
see the world, particularly 
the Far East. 

Signalman J. Smith 

Signalman A. G. Boulter 

Another interesting recruit 
on this passing out parade 
was Signalman J. Smith. He 
joined the Royal Navy in 
September, 1951. Three 
months later he joined the 
Fleet Air Arm. He spent s i 
years in the Middle East, a 
relatively shorter period in 
the Far East and was 
awarded the Naval G . C . M . 
during the Suez Landings 
and troubles in Cyprus. 
After eleven years in the 
Fleet Air Arm (nine years 
manservice) he left to take 
a year's agricultural holiday. 
He then decided to join the 
Royal Corps of Signals and 
is now training to be a 
Technician in 8th Regi-
ment. 

The .Skopje D isaster 
B Y SERGEANT R . S A M P S O N 

What happens when a city is virtually shaken into the 
ground? What happens to those who survive? T o the widows, 
widowers and orphans? 

Last month I saw what it was really like when I visited 
Skopje some three weeks after it had been destroyed. 

From Belgrade to Skopje is 300 hot miles south through 
barren hills. As I made the journey I realised that the people 
must still be in the city—there is no where else for them to go. 
What had been the proud and historic capital of Macedonia is 
totally wrecked. T h e churches. Christian and Moslem, the 
banks, station, shops, office and public buildings have all gone, 
but 150,000 men, women and children remain living as best 
they can. They have lost families, homes, possessions and jobs. 

Most of them sleep in the streets. Makeshift beds and cots 
line the streets whilst rags, canvas and wood afford scant 
privacy. Frightened children, ragged and dirty, are everywhere. 

Foreign lorries, ambulances, jeeps and bulldozers fill the air 
with hot choking dust. All day long the sun beats down. By 
10 o'clock the temperature had passed 100 degrees. Here and 
there a shop or house is still standing, but no one dare go 
inside. The fear of being buried alive is too great. 

Of the shells that were once houses chalk marks tell their 
own tragic story. Red is for danger and immediate demolition, 

The remains of the Opera House, Skopje 

yellow means some evidence of doubt, green means that it is 
safe; it also means that there is nothing left to fall down. 

Wrecked cars are stiU parked in the city square—many 
waiting for owners who will never claim them. 

The bright spot in the midst of all this devastation is the 
help that has come from all over the world. The injured are 
being cared for in huge Army Field Hospitals. French, German, 
American, Swiss, Austrian and Italian work side by side. I 
watched Britons working day and night erecting prefabricated 
houses, schools and stores. From Britain came bunks, clothing, 
bedding, baby food, cranes, bulldozers. Land Rovers, generators, 
water mains and huge Nissen huts. 

In spite of all these gifts and help, these Yugoslavs have a 
bleak future. Skopje has gone and it will be years before 
another city can be built. 

As I moved on I felt guilty about leaving, ashamed of the 
luxury of the holiday ahead of me. Winter is fast approaching 
and there are so very many people with nowhere to live. 

The best reeru i t of 
the o u t p u t on 20th 
September was Signalman 
T . Hay, aged 21, of Glas-
gow. Mucated at Holy-
rood Senior Secondary 
School, G l a s g o w , he 
worked as a news vender 
before joining the Army. 
He is now being trained as 
a Signals Technician. A 
true Scot, one of his 
hobbies is playing the 
pipes, another is reading. 

Signalman T. Hay 

Spe leo logy 

" You know, I wouldn't mind trying this Potholing," 
said Lieutenant-Colonel S. W. Brackenbury, M.B.E., the 
Commanding Officer. 

And that is how this rather unique caving expedition started. 
T h e date was Saturday, 14th September, and the party of three, 
comprising the Colonel, Captain E. Pickup and Lieutenant J. 
J. Cullen, set off for Fairey Caves at L o w Row in Swaledale. 
It was a beautiful day and the spirits of the party were as high 
as they would be after an extremely good party in the Officers' 
Mess the night before. 

After the usual preliminaries, such as asking the farmer's 
permission to go into the cave and briefing the driver on what 
to do if we didn't surface by a certain time, the expedition 
started in earnest. It was muddy! 

The initial crawl into the system is called the " M u d C r a w l " 
and is closely followed by the " Kneewrecker Passage." These 
are aptly named and drew inspired comments from the party. 
But soon the system opened out into the " main stream pas-
sage " which was the Colonel's first real introduction into 
caving. The stalagtites and calcite deposits were numerous 
and beautiful. 

T h e party continued down the main stream passage, through 
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Lieutenant Colonel S. W. Brackenbury M.B.E. left and Lieutenant 
J. J. Cullen standing next to the Column 

the Block Chamber and on to Column Chamber which is one 
of the highlights of the system. Here there is a really 
magnificent calcite column. 

By now the Colonel's appetite had really been whetted (in 
more ways than one). On then to the Folly, which is named 
after a Reverend Gentleman who said, after going down the 
system, that anybody who went there must be a crackpot. 
Since then the system has had an alternate, and probably 
better known name of Crackpot Cave. The party continued 
down to Camp 2 Chamber where the system finally came to 
an end in a low bedding plane. By this time Captain Pickup 
had some very definite ideas about the hot stew waiting outside. 

The sharp edged rocks on the bottom of the ' Rneewrecker 
passage' seemed even more numerous and the final Crawl 
seemed as if it would never end. But finally the entrance was 
reached and three tired, dishevelled but extremely satisfied 
officers made their way back to the hot meal waiting in the 
vehicle. 

So ended a successful day which was typical of the Regiment's 
Speleogical Club. 

14th ItEGIMiENT 
THE HULLS ENJOYED IT TOO! 

Adventure Tra ining—I Squadron Variety 
" Movement across sparsely-populated country by day and 

night; map-reading," ran the brief, and early August saw the 
departure of Second-Lieutenant Des Forges and Sergeant 
Froggatt as a recce party to Northern Ireland. In four days' 
travelling in two Champs (one back axle could not stand the 
strain) loaned by 213 Squadron, they sorted out a route and 
dropped compo at strategic points. 

Thus, on Monday, 2nd September, twelve trusty men and 
true, de-trained at Victoria Bridge, Co. Tyrone, and set off 
for the Sperrin Mountains. Several hostile fences and a field 
of belligerent heifers later, the party reached the foot of the 
first 'hiU, which proved to be a series of false ridges wiich 
abundant bog between each. Eventually the peak came into 
view. Owing, possibly, to the poor quality of the Compass, 
Prismatic, Mk. I l l , with which officer-in-charge party was 
equipped, the expected trig point did not materialise, and 
hence there was no Moor Lough (camp site for the night) 
in sight. Signalman Jeavons gave it as his opinion that a 
rich American had dismantled it and shipped it back home, 
which remark was typical of the said Signalman's particular 

brand of mis-timed humour. The evasive Moor Lough was 
finally trapped at about 18.00 hours, rations were picked up 
and the paity bedded down. 

Tuesday proved more or less a repeat of Monday, except 
that this time it was a village called Plumb Bridge that had 
moved since 1942, when our map was printed. On Wednesday, 
transport moved the party down to Castle Archdale, Co. 
Fermanagh, for the second stage. Once there we camped on 
the site of a war-time seaplane base on the shores of Lough 
Erne, which is about seven miles of icy lake. 

" Badger" Squadron, 2 Royal Tanks, provided a boat for 
Thursday, which was used on the basis of two hours per 
party of four men. Shades of " Come in. No. i . " Seventeen 
and a half stone of Signalman Tomlinson declined to sail the 
waters; Officer-in-Command party was secretly relieved, having 
anxiously surveyed relative sizes of boat and Tomlinson. Only 
four were foolhardy enough to swim—Second-Lieutenant Des 
Forges, Signalmen Tomlinson and Hanna and Private Crawford, 
A.C.C. 

Friday saw a compass march across country. Necame Castle 
appeared near the route, so a break was taken for inspection. 
One of the courtyards held a massive shorthorn bull which 
objected rather violently to Lance-Corporal (" Brigadier") 
Atkin resting his hand on one of the rails of its pen. Fortunately 
Atkin proved to have the faster reaction and the more fluent 
flow of language. 

On the return to camp, the party had just started to cross 
one field when two of the larger bullocks decided to expend 
some energy by pounding across to inspect the invaders. 
Despite Lance-Oirporal Corbett's assurance to the contrary, 
the foremost three of the Signals force—Sergeant Froggatt, 
Lance-Corporal Kenworthy and Signalman Jeavons—decided 
discretion was the better part, and properly led by the Second-
in-Command party. Sergeant Froggatt, doubled to the edge of 
the field and cleared a three foot hedge into the next one. Not 
bad, with a 4slb. pack. Corporal Cheetham rejoined the main 
body about five minutes after the reorganisation phase, having 
taken a tactical detour. Friday night eight men taxied into 
Irvinestown at exorbitant expense, returning in the small hours 
with dazed tales of the non-feathered variety being present in 
unheard of abundance. 

Saturday afternoon the party 3-tonned to Belfast, where 
they seemed to get on friendly terms with the natives remark-
ably quickly. The 21.40 hour boat departed on time with the 
party complete—to the relief of O.I.C. party bearing in mind 
the bogs and the attractions of Ireland. 

The party consisted of Second-Lieutenant H. J. Des Forges, 
Sergeant F. G. Froggatt, Corporals J. Caulfield and A. Cheet-

"Oh my aching feet!" 
Corporal A. Cheetham 
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On arrival at Belfast 

ham, Lance-Corporals A. Atkin, J. D. Corbett and R. Ken-
worthy, Signalmen A. J. Hanna, S. R. Jeavons, A. Jones and 
A. Tomlinson and Private E. A. Crawford, A.C.C. 

Lance-Corporal Kenworthy took the pictures. 

16th REGIMENT 
B.F.P.O. 34 

Following a month of rather feverish preparations for the 
S.O.-in-C.'s visit and the annual summer fete, recounted in 
the last issue, this month has been relatively quiet. 

OfHccr Cadets amazed at the work of Linemen. 
Early in July 2 Squadron spent a week on exercise in the Sauer-
land. Medium Radio Troop established a small static radio net 
and Cable Troop laid lines between the vehicles and from the 
vehicles to a central base camp. The Commanding Officer 
and Adjutant arrived at the base camp area one morning by a 
helicopter of the 12th Independant Liaison Flight, Army Air 
Corps. While they were inspecting that part of the exercise 
some members of the Squadron were taken up in the helicopter 
to see the progress of the line detachments from the air and to 
observe the effectiveness of camouflage of the radio vehicles. 

The Rev. (Major) A. J. Alban, R.A.Ch.D., our C. of E. 
Padre who had arrived only a week before the exercise, also 
visited the Squadron and watched various activities whilst 
accompanying a fault finding party from Cable Troop in the 
very early hours^one morning. 

Soon after the Squadron had arrived back in Krefeld a 
detachment from Cable Troop was sent out to the Eifel to lay 
lines for the R.M.A. Sandhurst Exercise "Eifel Tower." For 
most of the Officer Cadets this was their first encounter with 
linemen. They seem quite amazed at the hours which the 
detachment worked. Recently we received a charming letter of 
thanks congratulating the detachment on its successful work. 

The Chief Si^fnal Officer looks in. On 2nd August 
the new C.S.O. B.A.O.R., Brigadier J. E. Anderson, C.B.E., paid 
a visit to the Regiment. Arriving at 09.45 hours, he had a short 
discussion with the C.O., Lieutenant-Colonel R. W. P. Brader, 
and then proceeded to tour the Unit to see the various elements 
at work, pausing only for mid-morning coffee in R.H.Q. with 
the officers of the Regiment. 

He later visited the Warrant Officers' and Sergeants' Mess 
for drinks, where he was introduced by the R.S.M. to the 
various members. 

From there he joined the Command Group for lunch in the 
Officers' Mess before his departure in the early afternoon. 

Visit of the .Junior I.eiiders Il<^$<iinent. The day 
following Brigadier Anderson's visit saw an excellent per-
formance of Highland Dancing and of Beating Retreat by the 
Corps of Drums of the Junior Leaders Regiment, Royal Signals. 

The boys paid their own fares for the tour to B.A.O.Ti., this 
being a part of their summer vacation. They are all amateurs, 
working up the display in their own time. It is worthy of 

note that nearly all of them started this venture within the last 
year and that they have reached such a high standard is very 
praiseworthy. 

From the glowing reports from the German Press it would 
seem that the German population was very impressed by the 
display put on by the Junior Leaders. 

Guests at the parade included the Area Commander, Chief 
Signal Officer and various officials from Stadt Krefeld. 

After the parade many guests and their wives attended a 
cocktail party in jhe Officers' Mess, and a similar function was 
held in the Warrant Officers' and Sergeants' Mess. The boys 
were taken down the Rhine by boats of the German Pioneer 
Flotilla on Sunday, and on Monday left for 7th Regiment at 
Herford. 

17th G U R K H A REGIMENT , S E R E M B A N 
M o r e ^ Silver ' on the Sideboard 

This has been another busy month for the Regiment. 
The British Army Motoring Association (Malaya) Driving 

Championship was held in Seremban on 5th, 6th and 7th 
September. The competition was open to all Units in Malaya 
and Singapore. The Federation Forces and Civilian Clubs 
were also invited. A total of 109 vehicles, all trucks i-ton or 
their civilian equivalent, entered for the event. 

The Championship was organised as a rally, the route being 
divided into three sectors, each sector starting and finishing in 
Seremban, and consisting of approximately 650 miles of 
various types of road, rubber estate tracks, cross-country tracks 
and tin mines. This was followed by a timed circuit of driving 
skills on Rasah square. Incorporated in the road section were 
a number of undeclared checks for route, road courtesy, high-
way code behaviour and speed. 

As most of the road circuit was travelled during the hours 
of darkness, a high degree of driving and navigation skills were 
required. The first vehicle left Seremban at 8 p.m. on Thurs-
day followed by the other vehicles at two minute intervals. 
This sector consisted of 14 hours of almost continuous driving 
before returning to Seremban, where the crews were given 
eight hours rest before commencing sector 2 at 6 p.m. on 
Friday. Sector 2 was a short drive of three hours, after which 
the crews were given a break of one hour in which to refuel 
before proceeding on the third and last sector, which meant 
another all night drive lasting for a further 10 hours of 
continuous motoring. 

Of the 109 vehicles which started, 91 were eliminated on the 
first night! One vehicle fell out on the second sector and of 
the remaining 17 vehicles only nine finished the course! It is 
therefore especially gratifying to record that the champion vehicle 
came from 17th Gurkha Regiment, crewed by Captain King 
Staff Sergeant Simpson and Craftsman Allen. The Regiment 
also won the team event, the second vehicle being crewed by 
Lance-Corporal Jarvis, Craftsman Hill and Craftsman Hunter. 

Three handsome trophies now have a place of honour in the 
Warrant Officers' and Sergeants' Mess. They are: — 

Dunlop Trophy: Champion Vehicle; Caltex Trophy: 
Winning Team; Signals Trophy: Champion 17 Gurkha Div. 
Crew. 

Divisional Driving Championships: Champion vehicle crew 
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CO's Cane Competition 1963 

It is hoped that next year we may add the Champion Motor 
Trophy to the above for the best all Gurkha crew. 

The Gurkha Major had a whirlwind tour of U.K. and 
Germany and a visit to Berlin. He visited 247 Gurkha Squad-
ron; had a " trek" in Scotland, organised by Major Hamish 
Paterson; visited the Training Brigade in Catterick; and had 
rapid " Conducted Tours" of London under the wing of 
Captain Derek Copeland. The Gurkha Major appears to have 
enjoyed his trip _and to have been impressed by all he saw. 

The Regiment was visited by Brigadier E. C. R. Blaker, 
O.B.E., C.S.O. FARELF, who christened the reconstructed bar 
in the Warrant Officers' and Sergeants' Mess. The new bar 
allows for a more rapid consumption of liquor by a greater 
number of men! 

The Regimental Birthday was celebrated in the traditional 
style by a Dinner Night in the Warrant Officers' and Sergeants' 
Mess, followed by a social evening; by a cocktail party in the 
Officers' Mess on the following night; and by a ditmer party 
in the Q.G.O.s' Mess on the third night. The C.O.'s cane 
competition was won by Signalman Ramprasad Gurung of 
2 Squadron. 2 Squadron also won the tabloid sports; an 
innovation this year was a bugling competition, which was 
won by Signalman Tirtha Bahadur Pun. 

21 REGIMEIV^T 
B.F.P.O. 49 

In the following article our correspondent from 21 Regiment 
surveys, mostly with a great sense of humour, a fine variety 
of activities. First let us congratulate i Squadron on their 
first-class marching achievements, a picture of their trophies 
being published opposite. 2 Squadron have been facing mis-
fortune in getting to grips with U.G. cables and 3 Squadron? 
. . . . well, what happened to them on Exercise " Blue Mis t" 
makes some very amusing reading. 

l l . l l . < | . After two and a half years with the Regiment we 
were very sorry to say goodbye to Mrs. Elizabeth Bixley who 
had charmingly and most efficiently graced the Orderly Room 
as confidential typist. Her popularity resulted in a spontaneous 
demonstration of our affection with the presentation of a 
suitably engraved gold wrist watch. Though married to an 
R . A F . Corporal we are sure that she will always have a soft 
corner in her heart for the Army and in particular Royal 
Signals. 

I Squadron. During the past few months the Squadron 
marching team has collected five major prizes, three group 
prizes and a large, motley collection of individual medals. 

The first of the marches and the toughest was at Boxtel, 
in June. Considerable pre-march training was put in, but 
barely sufficient for the intense heat and humidity of the day. 
Full equipment was carried with S.L.R.s, the march being 
25 km. in length. We started off on the right foot on arrival, 
Second-Lieutenant Spear and W.O.II Collins having a motor 
cycle escort, horns blaring through the town to the assembly 
point! 

After the customary march through the town and march-past 
accompanied by three bands playing assorted rhythms and 
beats, we set off for 25 kms. of hard marching. After the 
presentation of prizes, in the evening the usual specially 
organised dance, just to keep the feet in trim! (If you can twist 
all night you must be good for another 25 kms.) Many new 

O F F I C I A L 

MOTOR CYCLE 

BADGE 

Price 

£1 0. 0. 

This is the actual size of the Badge which is 
obtainable from the Headquarters of the 
Association, Cheltenham Terrace, Chelsea, 

London S.W.3. 

P E R C I V A L C O A C H E S 
for P R I V A T E H I R E 

LuKury Saloon Coaches 

Available for Military 

units at short notice 

TELEPHONE: RICHMOND 2 3 4 8 

Percival Brothers (Coaches) Ltd 
53, M A R K E T PLACE, R I C H M O N D , Y O R K S . 
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friends were made here, including the local police who organised 
the march. 

Later in June came the Oisterwyk march. This turned out 
to be a very pleasant country walk, of again 25 kms. Voices 
were as well exercised as the feet. Many of our Boxtel friends 
were seen; as well as Dutch and Belgian Army teams and police 
units. Two prizes resulted, but first prize overall has yet 
eluded us. 

The next march took place at Vught, which transpired to be 
our crowning success. Competition was to be ke«n in the 
extreme—Belgian Paratroopers, Dutch Commandos and the 
Rotterdam police team were but a few of the units participating. 
After a pleasant march in fine weather with the now familiar 
bustle and ceremony we did a long march-in through the 
town, and were complimented for our march-past. At the 
prizegiving the atmosphere was tense. The result—ist prize 
overall, the military team prize, and a group prize! Apart 
from giving us some fine training, the marches have firmly 
cemented a lasting friendship between the Regiment, the 
Dutch People and our competitors. 

The Squadron team is extremely enthusiastic and always 
gives its best, not one man has failed to finish with the team, 
to date, and is justly proud of its trophies. 

We have, of course, just added a Nijmegen medal to our 
collection for the fourth consecutive year. 

2 Squadron. Sadly we have waved goodble to Lieutenant 
" Mike " Andrews who, after long and successful command of 
the Airfield Signal Troop at Bruggen, has left us to join Major 
Ranft's Squadron in 4th Regiment. Ever level-headed, the 
combined efforts of " Mike's " brother officers in the Army and 
R.A.F. were unable to launch him on his way other than on a 
very steady keel. We welcome his relief. Lieutenant Insall. 
After a successful tour at Bisley when his interest was in zeroed 
weapons and possible scores, he is now learning the higher 
merits of infinity readings. Recently, when his O.C., Major 
Eric CoUins, pointed out that given the choice of nine ducts 
under a 70 metre wide runway his Troop had drawn two U.G. 
cables through the only duct that should not have been used, 
one could only conjecture as to what was passing through 
David Insall's mind. His lips were noted to be moving but 
no sound passed through them. 

U.G. cables are of course our life blood and all our Troops 
have the'r share of misfortunes in dealing with them. David 
Bell has worked up a six-month backlog of visits to the con-
fessional, for the language he used on the driver of a con-
tractor's bulldozer that ploughed up a 2opr transmitter cable. 
Lieutenant " Mike" Kelly also has transmitter cable trouble. 

M A R C H I N G TROPHIES G A I N E D BY I S Q U A D R O N T O D A T E In 5 M A R C H E S 

From left to right. Back Row: V u g h t Team M i l i t a r y Pr ize; O i s t e r w i j k Team 
Prize; Ove ra l l Is t Pr ize V u g h t ; 3 rd Pr ize O i s t e r w i j k 

Centre Row: lOth Pr ize A r n h e m Memor ia l March ; A r n h e m Team Pr ize; Box te l 
Team Prize 

Front Row: V u g h t Team Prize; V u g h t Medal ; O i s t e r w i j k Medal ; Box te l Medal ; 
A r n h e m Medal. (P ic tu re o f team page 420). 

We take off our hats to two highly qualified staff trained officers 
of the Corps who managed to spend two hours and ten nninutes 

looking for each other on an autobahn flyover 

He is trying to convince his men that R.A.F. Transmitters 
work more efficiently if a pick is not driven through the con-
trolling U.G. cable, however cheap a thrill one may get 
doing it. 

On the subject of communications, the R.A.F. Police have 
given us a design problem. For certain of their tasks they are 
provided with a C.B. handset with a plug ended lead. When 
on their rounds the police plug in to appropriately located 
sockets and report in to their control. They complained that 
the handsets and leads were not sufficiently robust. We found 
out why. The handset, being conveniently boned shaped, is 
given to the accompanying guard dog to carry, the beast then 
being held in check with the lead. May this test please be in-
corporated in all future user trials. In the meantime anyone 
owning an alsatian may apply to us for some old telephone 
shaped bones. 

All our Troops and the Squadron H.Q. have been exercised 
in their static and mobile roles during the last month. Some 
detachments had the new experience of working with a nation 
famed for its dairy products. When asked how he had got on. 
Corporal Laing, who was in charge of one detachment, shook 
his head, raised his eyes in the direction of his Maker and 
replied, " O.K. Sorr, but cheese! ! ! " He was not being 
blasphemous but simply expressing his opinion on having to 
eat the stuff for breakfast, lunch and supper as was the 
national habit. 

TYLER'S TAX IS 
and 

S E L F D R I V E 

C A R S 

THE CAMP CENTRE 
or Telephone Catterick Camp 2224 
Telegrams : ATAXI, CATTERICK CAMP 

You may book your r a q u i r a m c n u at our offic* oppotic* th« G . P . O 
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Squadron H.Q. had their share of bush life. From the 
sounding of the ' alert' they had become battle worthy, loaded 
the H.Q. including stores, arms and rations and were rolling 
down the road in 35 minutes flat, all five vehicles and trailers 
of us. We were second only to " D " Heavy Cable Troop who 
managed it in 18 minutes. The R.A.F. who normally 
administer us were not playing this time so the S.S.M. was 
obliged to draw and load one each single, double and triple 
thunderbox batteries (based on ranks of course). Looking at 
these in the back of a 3-tonner, one half expected a clippie to 
appear and say, " Any more fares, please." 

During the past month we have also been visited by C.S.O. 
B.A.O R. and D.D. A.F. Signals who were taken on extensive 
conducted tours of our territory. We believe both were satisfied 
that this element of the Corps F.F.C. was not under employed. 
With nearly thirty projects completed during the last year and 
over twenty to be done in the next six months in addition to 
all our other roles, static and mobile, we feel the taxpayer 
is getting maximum interest from this part of his " non-
productive investment." 

EXEItCISK Itl .rE MIST 
Most lt<>inarkabl« AelvcntiircM 

it Squadron. The whole Squadron met once more to take 
part in an exercise which will, it hoped, become an annual 
event: an individual escape and evasion exercise. 

The Laarbruch contingent travelled to Gutersloh late on 
Wednesday afternoon where the R.A.F. Catering Officer, Flight 
Lieutenant Stanley, laid on a magnificent supper for weary 
travellers. Up bright and early the participants, suitably clad 
in combat dress and gap comforters, were shepherded into a 
large room which acted as P.O.W. cage where they were briefed 
by the President of the Escape Committee and the Exercise 
Director (both represented by the Squadron Commander, Major 
F. G. Bonnart). 

As they filed out of the room the enemy, in the shape of 
Staff Sergeant Sampson assisted by a few tough looking cus-
tomers heavily armed and wearing berets, took charge of them, 
searched them and relieved them of any money and valuables 
they were hoping to use on route. The convoy then set off and, 
as the guards had been adequately bribed by a bottle of Vodka 
each, the prisoners succeeded in " escaping " in two and threes 
on a lonely stretch of road north of the Stennelager Training 
Area. The exercise had begun. The weather, which had been 
a glorious Indian summer when the exercise was planned, had 
turned. A steady downpour accompanied by a cold wind made 
the setting more realistic. 

MARCHING TEAM AT OlSTERWIJK 
Back Row (left to right): W.O.II Collins, Lance Corporal Colley, 
Signalman Dale, Signalman Midgley, Signalman Barnes, Second 

Lieutenant Spear (Captain) 
Front Row: Signalman Fairclough, Signalman Mawhinney, Signalman 

Tiffany 

Shortly afterwards the enemy deployed from their head-
quarters in an empty paper factory and not much later the 
first prisoners were led in by the first patrols: Signalmen 
Aimer and Smith. Whom should we see but Lieutenant 
Middleton, Signalman Watkins and Sergeant Snow, heavily 
handcuffed. They had hardly been relieved of their boots and 
equipment when the next batch, Sergeant Salt and Signalman 
Gumbs, were brought in. The cage was getting full and 
questioning began, S.S.M. Lloyd being a particularly fierce 
interrogator. Although they were standing on cold stone floors, 
shivering and wet, the prisoners were very staunch and 
revealed nothing. Their spirit was far from broken. As Watkins 
was being moved from one interrogation chamber to another 
he profited from a moment's inattention on the part of the 
guard to sprint down the stony track in his bare feet, clad only 
in shirt and combat trousers, with the rain pelting down. It 
was his bad luck that his escort happened to be the Regimental 
runner, Signalman Aimer, but the latter had to cross a couple 
of fields and was panting heavily when he brought him back. 
Watkins was duly locked in a black " solitary" cell but, 
nothing daunted, sang " Rule Britannia " throughout his whole 
hour of confinement. 

Having withstood interrogation the prisoners were given a 
cup of tea—the kettle was kept on the boil all night by Corporal 
Churchfield, who also turned out to be a magnificent cook. 
They were then taken out to a dark wood and allowed to 
' escape' again. 

In the meantime the majority plodded on, dodging enemy 
patrols who, equipped with wireless and mounted in Champs, 
nipped smartly about the escape routes. There were many 
adventures: chased by some fierce-looking bullocks Second-
Lieutenant Lenthall cleared a sewer drain in one great leap; 
his partner. Signalman Wheeler, not so lucky, caught his foot 
in some barbed wire as he took off and landed in it face down. 
Peter Lenthall pulled him out but decided to walk upwind of 
him afterwards! 

Sergeant Snow stuck religiously to the darkest and deepest 
woods, only he had to cross the roads sometimes. Was it his 
bad luck, or did he want another dose of treatment? (perhaps 
he hoped for another cup of tea!), anyway whenever he came 
on to the road he ran straight into a patrol. As this meant at 
the very least another five miles on to his march he could, 
after his third capture, be suspected of doing some quiet 
training for the Nijmegen marches. 

Thorne, locked in the dark solitary, resisted all interrogation 
attempts and managed, when the guards' back was turned, 
to turn the key in the padlock and flit before being noticed. 
As he had been deprived of his maps however, he had to get 
himself captured again. Barker, caught on the final obstacle, 
a very closely patrolled stream, was handcuffed to a 3-tonner. 
Houdini-like he not only got out of his handcuffs but took the 
patrol's radio set with him. He then came up on the set as a 
"Pirate," a pretty good effort at operating by a cable jointer! 

Signalmen Eraser and Thome, having covered most of the 
distance to, the R.V., decided to shelter from the rain under a 
conker tree. They carefully unhinged a gate, rolled themselves 
in their groundsheet and prepared for sleep. Alas, it rained 
conkers for them all night. Corporal Flesh, R.E.M.E., having 
been taken prisoner, found himself mending an enemy patrol 
vehicle (which was from his own Troop after all) which was 
taking him out—very worried about whether he would be 
accused of " aiding the enemy." His conscience as a fitter won, 
fortunately. 

At 6 a.m. the R.V. opened and one after another in came 
the P.O.W. in search of the British Agent in his bowler hat 
and umbrella, who they were to meet there. By 8 a.m.—the 
dead line—all but a few had come in and the R.V. closed. 
Four who shall be nameless—had cheated, travelled by trans-
port, and intending to do it the easy way had slept all night in 
some warm place; they duly overslept the time for the R.V. 
They will be doing their nine mile forced march next week, 
cheered on by the whole Squadron! All the happy warriors 
then moved in transport to the enemy H.Q. where tea, eggs, 
bacon and sausages were waiting for them—a much needed 
restorer after fairly gruelling march and night out. Then back 
to Gutersloh for a bath and change. 

There had been no competition, so there was no winner. 
All had performed well and many tales were probably left 
untold. But all were pleased when the Squadron Commander 
presented Signalman Watkins for his pluck under interrogation 
with a product of his native country: a bottle of Barbados Rum! 
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21st Regiment. Highlights in Exercise ''Blue Mist 
# # 

1. S igna lman Sma l l and Sergeant H o l d e n of N T r o o p a f t e r 
r e p o r t i n g in t o t he R.V. 

2. T h e B r i t i s h A g e n t (Cap ta in W . E. A . Edmonds) heav i ly 
disguised and S igna lman Hanson w h o had jus t c o m p l e t e d 
t h e m a r c h 

3. Sergeant Snow ( in bare feet) be ing led o u t f o r invest iga-
t i o n by S igna lmen A i m e r and Poyn te r 

4. S igna lman Ashby , L T r o o p , S igna lman B a r k e r and o thers 
c o m i n g in t o t h e R.V. in t h e m o r n i n g 

5. S igna lman W a t k i n s , j us t recap tu red , s t rugg l i ng w i t h 
escor ts—Signa lmen A i r m e r and L loyd 
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Regiment 
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Rapier 

Thrust 11 A 
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L A N G E R O O G 

S P I E K E R O Q G 

CAROLINENSIEL 
NEUHARLINGERSIEL 

BENSERSIEL 

'^NORDDEICH 

Exercise Rapier Thrust I IA 

As always in September and October, the exercise season 
in B.A.O.R. " hots u p " ; if not always in the meteorological 
sense. This year, September weather has been warm and 
sunny, and in many ways has made up for a rather dull 
summer. It could not have been better for 22nd Regiment, 
who have been busy " adventuring" all over Germany. 

Fifteen stalwarts, under Lieutenant Graham, left barracks 
on bicycles with the task of visiting four frontiers with Germany 
in ten days. This exercise, named " Pedal Thrust," to fit in 
with the Regimental Thrusting Exercises, will take the party 
from Lippstadt to Aachen (Belgian and Dutch Frontiers) and 
to near Saarbrucken (French and Luxembourg Frontiers). T h e 
" Pedlers T r u e " should " thrust" the pedals over 600 miles 
in ten days. 

Having despatched the " Pedal Thrusters " and a number of 
detachments to join other Signal Regiments for autumn exer-
cises, the remainder of the Regiment headed north for the 
German North Sea coast. A base camp was established a 
few miles inland, and parties set off for four or five-day expedi-
tions to selected islands in the East Frisian group, about five 
miles off the coast. T h e Frisian Islands, many with Dutch 
influenced names, such as Wangeroog and Spiekeroog, are 
mainly summer holiday resorts, each consisting of a small 
town and miles of sand dunes. On most, all vehicles are 
prohibited, whilst on some there are quaint metre gauge rail-
ways running from the jetty over mud flats to the town. 

Regimental parties had the task of mapping their chosen 
island on foot, having first been deprived of any maps they 
may have possessed. This is not such an easy task as it 
sounds, since with only compass, protractor and feet available, 
the many plottings required hikes of eight or nine miles. One 
Sergeant was heard to say: " Smith, pace out the distance from 
this sand dune to the lighthouse." Smith's reply, which went 
the way of all such replies, was a plaintive " But Sarg, the 
tide is coming in." 

Despite these occasional " set-backs" each party produced 
workmanlike scale maps of the islands visited and all enjoyed 
their expedition treks, in one way or another. In one case the 

Adventure Train(ing) 

most useful mapper was a cook; his replacement in camp as 
a cook was a technician, who turned out to be not quite so 
effective with the tea meal. 

T h e means of transport to the islands varied considerably. 
In some cases r e ^ l a r ferries were used; even these varied 
from small models of the Queen Mary, with saloons and 
restaurants, to large rowing-type boats with funnels. One 
party hired a fishing boat, and thirty men, together with 
camping gear, poured on board while the skipper watched in 
horrified silence as the boat went down to the gunwales. Still 
apprehensive, the skipper set sail with decks awash and with 
spray flying. One hour later, thirty drenched men set foot on 
the island to start their task! 

Making friends with local fishermen, some of the base camp 
party volunteered to help shrimping. Setting off at five in the 
morning and returning just before mid-day, they were given 
a short, active course in shrimp catching and cooking. T h e 
S.S.M., H.Q. Squadron, and the Oaok Staff Sergeant were two 
who went to ensure good supplies to augment food in the 
Warrant OfBcers' and Sergeants' Mess. Soon they were haul-
ing up the scoop nets and shovelling squirming shrimps into 
the cooker on deck for boiling before the boat docked. On 
dry land again, they were feeling proud that they had per-
formed this unselfish task for the other members of the Mess, 
but were rather pained at their subsequent treatment, and took 
some time to appreciate why their companions kept their 
distance. There was obviously " something fishy going on." 

T h e 244 Squadron party had the largest island, Nordeney. 
This meant heavy going over the sand dunes and healthy 
appetites. The island abounds with rabbits, and to add variety 
to the menu, the necessary orders were issued. Unfortunately 
for the rabbits. Signalman Mathurin, the Regimental sprint 
champion was a member of the party. A quick chase and there 
was " one for the pot." 

On leaving the island after the expedition, some one was 
heard to remark " Fabulous! If I want to take a girl for a 
holiday this is the place for me. I know every sand dune and 
hol low!" 

" You can't take the Champ " 

mm* 



22nd Regiment on Exercise "Rapier Thrust 11A 
r j 

I . Ancho rs A w e i g h . 2. C o r p o r a l H a y e and S igna lman C l a r k af loat. 3. Cap ta in Bax te r w i t h t he ma te . 4. N e t t i n g D r i l l . 

5. Everyone q u i t e busy on board . 6. U n l o a d i n g . 7. Sergeant M c G r e g o r sand and sandwiches 
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30th Regiment 

August is a traditional month 
and the August Bank Holiday, 
in two of three—the absentee 

T h e Genera! congratulating Captain G. B. 
Miles 

for good weather, leave 
The Regiment took part 
being good weather. 

A Regimental parade 
was held on Tuesday, 
17th September, 1963, to 
witness the Presentation 
of the British Empire 
Medal to Staff Sergeant 
Swain, R.A.P.C., who is 
leaving the Regiment in 
the near future to go to 
w a r m e r p a r t s in 
FARELF; and the Long 
Service and Good Con-
duct Medal to Captain 
Bruce Miles. The medals 
were presented by the 
Chief of Staff, Southern 
Command, Major-General 
R. G. V. Fitzgeorge-
Bal four , C.B.E., D.S.O., 
M.C., who also took the 
salute. 

The R e g i m e n t a l 
Shooting Team, and 
in particular Corporal 

Bell, must be commended on their consistently good results 
during the season, particularly in the Corps Rifle Meeting, 
where they finished third overall. Individual performances by 
Corporal Bell, fourth in both rifle and S.M.G., first in the 
Roupell Cup, and also W.O.II F. C. Williams, fifth in both 
the rifle and S.M.G., made the overall result possible. They 
are congratulated on a fine performance. 

The Regimental Alba-
core, Cygnet, performed 
in the National Alba-
core Champion s h i p s 
again this year, but with 
more success, finishing 
i6th out of 114 starters. 
The weather was excel-
lent for the band of en-
thusiasts who went to 
P l y m o u t h . Captain 
Briggs sailed an A.S.A. 
Albacore, crewed by 
Signalman Burns, Cap-
tain Keech and Corporal 
West in Cygnet. Corporal 
Carre and Corporal 
Roberts made up the 
party as spare crews, in 
case the weather blew 
hard. 

The lUanilford 
Carnival took place on 
7th September. The 
Regiment assisted with 
P.A. and "canned" music 
to liven up the proceedings in the evening; commentaries being 
given about local personalities who were taking part in the 
procession. The Pimpernel Beagles were " on parade " during 
the afternoon procession, ably handled by the Master of the 
pack and his assistants. The Regiment entered a float in the 
evening procession, the theme was a white swan with its 
cygnets. The Wives' Club was responsible for the transforma-
tion of the children into " cygnets" for the evening. The 
excellence of the float was rewarded by the judge with a 
special prize, and due credit must be given to the children for 
being so gowi for such a lengthy period, and the wives of the 
Regiment for presenting such an excellent float. 

By special courier came a report from 3 Squadron, who 
are in the Libyan Desert taking part in Exercise " Triplex." 
Having departed from a cool and dreary U.K. " cock-o-the-
hoop," expecting nothing but burning sun, they were rather 
takeni aback, shortly after the start of their stay, to be 

Presenta t ion of B.E.M. t o Staff Sergeant 
Swaine 

awakened by a thunderstorm which flooded the camp to a 
depth of two feet in places. Lieutenant J. Gryspeerdt pro-
vided a light relief by stepping into a hole and disappearing 
in muddy water up to his neck. 

A second, although not too severe, deluge greeted the main 
party, and their first use for swimming trunks was in coping 
with the floods. Still, they have had more than their share 
of hot sun with swimming in the " Med." by order, carrying 
a bar of salt-water soap to mix pleasure with business. W.O.I 
R. Finister was awakened one night by a frog which persisted 
in jumping on his face, but he is happier with his other visitors, 
now being the proud possessor of a pair of tortoises four 
inches long. Signalman D. Hutchinson and Corporal J. H. 
Richardson are devoted to a pair of two-inch long tortoises 
which walked past their tent. Handicap tortoise races have 
been suggested. There are many interesting animals in the 
areas, such as gazelles and chameleons, and the floods washed 
down a six-foot cobra, which was dealt with by an officer 
of 209 Squadron. 

Late Extra: Congratulations to Major Derek Briggs on his 
promotion. 

Exodus Civilians : T o Major Larry Ball and Captain Wally 
Nation, our best wishes on taking the plunge into civilian life. 

208 ( C O M W E I . ) SQVADItON 
c /o G.P.O. SEREMBAN 

Since our return from Dhana Rajata we have been on a 
sporting spree. 

In late July we entered the Brigade Minor Units Swimming 
Championships and even after an eleventh hour disqualification 
we just managed to pull through with the title. The ace in 
the pack of hard-trained swimmers was Signalman B. J. Mason, 
Royal Australian Signals, who turned in three firsts and a lot 
of support in the relays. The swimming team, under the "non-
playing " captaincy of Corporal Judd, is going on to the 
Divisional Championships in September. 

The Brigade Athletics due to take place on the 8th August 
was totally obliterated by an untimely monsoon and had to be 
postponed for a few days. The Squadron came second to 
2 Infantry Workshops who, we must admit, were of a superb 
all-round standard for such a small Unit. 

A very good effort was put up in the 4 X 100 yards relay 
team who just won the event in 47.6 seconds. The team was 
Lance-Corporal O'Donovan, Signalman Brister, Signalman 
Warner and Captain Sprackling. 

The Divisional championships at the end of August was a 
repeat performance with the Squadron hard on the heels of 
2 Infantry Workshops. 

2 1 0 S q U A D K O I V 

(PAIIACIIIJTE BIIIGAOE « i I tOUP) 

It is so long since we last appeared here that these notes 
have a slightly historical flavour, but we thought it was time 
we put ourselves on record again. Although still based in 
Farnborough, we have had our representatives in more interest-
ing parts of the world, and hope to continue to do so. 

In the earlier part of the year. Corporal Drennan and Lance-
Corporal Couch went to Canada for a month with a Company 
from 3 Para, and Lance-Corporals Mandy and Jones 
visited Norway with the S.A.S. Corporal Bender and 
Lance-Corporal Pritchard have done some training in Cyprus 
with the Guards Independent Company, and the Parachute 
Battalion Group in Bahrain is supported by Sergeants Blackman 
and Stephens and seven other members of the Squadron. We 
have even had parties as far afield as Singapore, taking part 
in jungle survival training or practising the techniques of para-
chuting in tropical climates. 

The Squadron as a whole, however, has operated rather 
closer to base so far. A Battalion Group exercise at Otterburn, 
in June, found us responsible for control and umpire com-
munications, and we had a similar role in Germany in July. 
This was our first visit to B.A.O.R. for some time, and a wel-
come change of scenery for many of us (though we were 
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sorry to be away when Captain Peter Leonard was married 
on 27th July). It is interesting to recall that we made the 
umpire net work, despite the fact that stations on it were 
manned by members of no less than seven different Corps and 
Regiments—not every Chief Umpire can claim the services of 
a Lieutenant-Colonel, R.A.M.C., as his radio operator . . . 
Is this carrying integration too far? 

We returned from Germany to block leave, followed by a 
fortnight's camp at Browndown, near Gosport. There, we 
had a very welcome visit from Brigadier Atkinson, C.S.O., 
Southern Command, who seemed to enjoy his trip as much 
as we enjoyed having him. He was able to see the later 
stages of our military training programme, as this year's camp 
was based on the syllabus of the various proficiency tests. 

We have had our usual share of sporting success and social 
activity. Christie has played cricket several times for the Corps, 
and has represented Southern Command; Davis came home 
from Bahrain as a member of the 2 Para water polo team, 
which won the Army Championship, and was subsequently 
selected to play in the Army team which beat both the Navy 
and the R.A.F. Our comprehensive victories in the Royal 
Signals Southern Command Rifle Meeting were spelled out 
in the August WIRE, and W.O.II Turner has been re-awarded 
his Corps shooting colours. In the new season of winter 
sports, now well under way, we have our eye on retaining the 

District JVlinor Unit League Soccer Cup, which we won last 
year, and Corporal Devey, who ran five times for the Army 
last season, is keeping our cross-country runners at it. 

Major Bill Macfarlane left us in July for the J.S.S.C. at 
Latimer, though we still see something of him in Farnborough. 
By now he will know his next appointment, and we wish him 
a successful conclusion to his course and the best of luck 
to him and his family in future. Major Tony Dennis has re-
turned to the Squadron after an absence of nearly twelve years. 
He finds, inevitably, few familiar faces, but no change in spirit, 
and is delighted to be back. Other former members of the 
family we see from time to time include W.O.II Summers from 
the R.M.A., and W.OII Doonan from 46th Regiment, T.A. 
Captain Jeremy Cook, back with his Troop from Africa, is 
now at Gloucester, and Sergeant Tasker called in to see us 
during his summer leave from 205 Squadron, commanded 
by Major David Ranft, also an "old boy." We are delighted 
to see Major Colin Pringle, a former Squadron Commander, 
in the S.O. II's desk at Aldershot District. 

The way in which the Squadron spirit survives postings and 
long intervals of separation is some compensation for the fact 
that we are shortly to lose some more old hands. Details of 
these can wait until another time, but we shall soon have some 
spaces to fill. We ask a lot of a volunteer, but we have a 
lot to offer. If you think you match up to the standards we 
require, have a look at A C I 33/62, and we'll see you later. 

= — Operation "Mountain Goat" = 
A difficult cable-lay in Aden, combining techniques both ancient and modern. 

Pictures illustrating this unusual affair are on page 426 

222 Squadron were recently confronted with a real " Quebec " 
of a cable-lay, over the rocky, barren outcrops of one of Aden's 
volcanic mountains. Amen Khal. 

The lay was to start at a test point in an old disused barrack 
block, formerly inhabited by the spotters for the Artillery at 
Fort Gold Mohur—three threatening 6in. high angle guns. 
These guns were installed in 1943 to defend the sea approaches 
to the port; last fired in 1952, they are still in a fine state of 
preservation. 

From this test point the cable—a lightweight 14 pair, with 
aluminium conductors (praise be!)—had to be routed to a 
termination some half-a-mile distant, with a drop towards sea 
level of some hundreds of feet. 

The track up to the top test point was recce'd by Khor-
maksar Airfield's Troop Commander, Lieutenant A. P. Fielding, 
who rightly decided that it was unsuitable for 3-tonners 
towing 4-ton cable trailers. Someone else suggested pulling off 
cable from the bottom, but this notion was greeted with deep 
brown notes all round. 

So the problem was two-fold: how to get the drum and 
jacks up the mountain, and by what route to bring the cable 
down. 

Ilolicoptcr Lift 
The first problem was solved by the timely arrival of the 

first Belvederes in Aden. " Treble-Two " Squadron's Com-
mander, Major G. W. A. Stephenson, has had the rotary 
wing bug ever since he served as Signal Officer with the Joint 
Experimental Helicopter Unit, and mutters darkly about rotor 
mcndulation whenever one of these flying motor-cycle combina-
tions appears over the headquarters. It is said that he almost 
had a touch of ground resonance himself when the big 
Belvederes first appeared. At all events, authority was quickly 
obtained for a flight to pre-position the cable on its drum on 
the rocky prominence overlooking Telegraph Bay. 

6.00 a.m. was chosen for the lift, when conditions are at 
the coolest and calmest, and the Belvedere made light work of 
its one-ton load, placing it with speed and precision on the 
spot prepared for it. 

Then came the route problem. A search in the abandoned 
spotting emplacements had brought to light an old magslip 
cable, and it was a fair bet that it would run down to the guns 
below, in the very area towards which we were laying. A few 
exploratory digs located this old cable, whereupon the hawk-eyed 
could just discern the line of disturbed rock and volcanic 
slag which must mark its route—in the very direction we had 
to go! A gang of very relieved coolies set to work to re-open 
this old route, and within a few days our trenching worries 
were over. 

Last was the big trick. 

100 Linomcii 
" Going to take a hundred Sherpa Signalmen, if you ask 

me," volunteered burly Sergeant Fred Askham, of " K " Troop. 
Aden is not a very good recruiting ground for Sherpa Signal-
men, but certainly strong backs and nimble legs were the only 
solution to the problem. With much of its strength deployed 
on the route stations and major airfields around the Arabian 
Peninsula, from Khormaksar to Bahrain, the Squadron could 
not turn out anywhere near that number—even pressganging 
luckless clerks, draughtsmen and storemen into service. 

Volunteers were sought from outside, and generous response 
was at once forthcoming from 518 Company, Royal Pioneer 
Corps: over 50 of their hefty and high-spirited lads were re-
leased from their usual routine of Saturday morning military 
training to give us a hand. And from the Corps, 254 Squadron 
(Aden) weighed in "with every man who could be spared from 
the project section of their Line Troop. With this assistance, 
plus the " white-collar workers," referred to above, a small 
contingent of coolies, the T.O.T., Lieutenant Peter Foakes 
(and even his schoolboy son, Peter jun.), almost a hundred 
working numbers were mustered. 

A quick briefing from Lieutenant Fielding at Squadron Head-
quarters, and this king-size line-laying detachment was soon 
on its way—at first in transport, and then, where the track 
became too precipitous, on foot—eager to get on with the 
job. For many, this was to be a quite new experience, and 
for the rest . . . well, there was rumour of cold beer at 
journey's end. 

One by one, at intervals of a few paces, Sergeants and 
Signalmen, Corporals and coolies grasped the shiny black 
snake of cable and made off, stumbling and laughing good 
naturedly down the harsh, rocky hillside. Manpack radios at 
salfent points on the route exercised control at the beginning— 
until, much the linemen's delight, they gave trouble. After 
that whistles were used effectively, augmented by many an 
improbable suggestion or shouted ribaldry relayed the length 
of the cable, each man to his neighbours! 

And so the job was done. By using helicopter, radio and 
muscle power, this difficult lay was finished in less than three 
hours. Where shade temperatures exceed 100° F., such speed 
is essential—especially where there is no shade! 

Afterwards, in our unit canteen, " The Gentlemen's Rest," 
nearly a hundred hot and thirsty soldiers made light work of 
the free beer provided by the P.R.I.—with a generous contribu-
tion from 518 Company's P.R.I, as well—and a valuable exer-
cise in co-operation was brought to a comradely conclusion. 
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220 S Q U A D B O N ( B E K L I N ) 
B .F .P .O . 45 

W o r k . On 5th September, 1963, Brigadier R. H. Whit-
worth, M.B.E., visited the Squadron to se us working. He visited 
a Voice Procedure Class studying Allied Voice Procedure which 
we use on Allied Staff Berlin Nets and then saw a class under-
going Remoting Antenna Drill. A brief visit was paid to a 
Driver Trainer Class and then the Brigade Commander visited 
M / Q Troops before departing. 

On 18th September one of our rear link vehicles departs for 
Battalion Training to Soltau for two weeks. We were also 
sending a Radio Technician to maintain the Battalion radio 
equipment and this looks like being a regular feature of our 
training for the future and the chance for manoeuvres outside 
the Grunewald is welcomed. In fact this has not been the 
only chance we have had of seeing the outside world. An 
exchange of soldiers was carried out with ist Regiment in 
the Zone. This exchange gave six men of various trades the 
opportunity to see other Units at work and also to brush up on 
British Equipment. 

I ' l ay . In the Brigade Minor Units Swimming Competition 
we were defeated by 247 Provost Company. Our team, led by 
Corporal Brighton, put up an excellent display and he was 
runner-up in the individual diving competition. 

This week Pontypridd, unofficial Welch Rugby champions 
last year, visit Berlin. Lieutenant P. R. Davies has been selected 
to play against this strong Welch X V twice; on Wednesday for 
Lieutenant-Colonel Stevenson's X V and on Thursday as Captain 
of the Berlin Combined Services X V . 

245 S q V A B B O X , B .F .P .O . 55 

After a hot and gruelling summer, with the usual flies, 
ghibhes, etc., I find I can now lay down my fly swot and 
take up the pen to give you the local news, past and present. 

Major J. B. Stewart and Captain (Q.M.) Fred Thirkell have 
long departed to their new units, and at the helm we 
now have Major J. W. Fyfe and Major (Q.M.) F. P. Walker 
as Quartermaster. 

Arrivals and departures have been numerous, the last de-
parture being our A / S . S . M . Marchant and family to the Depot 
only a few days ago. We have, in his place, W.O.II Thornton, 
recently promoted from 219 Squadron in Tripoli. We hope 
his elevation compensates for his change of station. 

Activities have been numerous throughout the summer, both 
regimentally and sportwise. Many opportunities have been 
given, particularly to radio operators, to find out just what 
dad experienced with the 8th and ist Armies. 

T h e Green Howards, our Area Defence Company, have spent 
most of the summer in the desert, training. They have been 
assisted by the Squadron in manning their C i i sets, thereby 
giving our operators the opportunity to exchange their " Shoes, 
Sigcen " for " Boots, Desert." We have had no complaints as 
yet, and relations with the " Howards " have never been better. 
Various expeditions have passed through; we name two in 
particular—Cambridge University and the R.M.A., Sandhurst, 
where again the Squadron assisted in providing part of the 
communications, together with generous administrative help. 
By aU accounts it was well received; we have chits to prove 
it; thank you, R.M.A. , particularly Sergeant Breeze, Royal 
Signals, who arrived out of the blue one day, having hurriedly 
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been put aboard a 'plane on his return from leave, without 
the necessaries required for this climate. He took it all in his 
stride. Come again sometime. 

Cricket has been our main sport throughout the summer. We 
haven't made the headlines, but it has been a most enjoyable 
season, finishing two from the bottom of the ladder. The 
main stalwarts were Lieutenant (Bob) Cathmoir, Corporal 
Walker, Signalmen Mickle and Hall. The team was captained 
throughout the season by Corporal Ottley. Signalman Hall 
was honoured in being selected to play for the Army against 
the R.A.F., El Adem. He gave a good account of himself in 
that he took 3 R.A.F. wickets for 11 runs. 

In the athletics field. Corporals McCaskey and Walkingshaw 
entered for the Area Duo Decathlon, which lasted for six days, 
and included such events as long distance running, Benina to 
Benghazi, small arms shooting and grenade-throwing. Both 
entrants completed all events and are to be congratulated for 
their efforts. 

Swimming is a sport out here that is second nature and we 
have now reached the stage where the Q.M. to endeavouring 
to persuade the R.A.O.C. to provide boots that fit soldiers 
with webbed feet, particularly Lance-Corporals Graham and 
Broadbent, who have gained Royal National Life Saving Certi-
ficates and also are the mainstay of the unit water polo team. 

In the sailing world. Sergeant Corbett, in the short space of 
one year, has qualified as a Leading Helmsman with the 
Benghazi Services' Sailing Q u b , and without fear of contradic-
tion, has been in the first three home in every event through-
out the season, A remarkable achievement- Well done. 

Corps Week was the highlight of this year, and by the happy 
atmosphere that existed during the week, we would assume 
that everyone had a " whale of a time." We " took the pants 
o f f " the B.M.M. at the annual Allsopps cricket match, and 
regally entertained the Ma's and Pa's and children during 
the match, with lunch, tea and a cinema show for the kids. 

Having " parked" the children, the Squadron dance was 
held next day in the Mercury Club where, to the music of " The 
Scorpions," we entertained the District Commander and many 
guests, both military and civilian. All voted it a tremendous 
success and were rather sorry when eventually fatigue terminated 
a most enjoyable week. 

252 SQIJADBOIV 
H O N G H O N G 

T h e obvious disadvantage in relating our Squadron news to 
readers is that by the time our epistle reaches U . K . and goes 
to print our " news " is " not-so-news," but the events of the 
last three months deserve mention despite all this. 

Pr incess B o y a l D a y . T h e last week in June was set 
aside for Princess Royal Day Celebrations and we held our 
annual ferry trip during this period, for many years now the 
Hong K o n g and Yaumati Ferry Company have generously 
given us the free use of one of their ferries for a day. This 
enables us to take a total of 200-300 people to one of the neigh-
bouring islands for a picnic on the beach. Thirty members of 
the Unit were able to quench their thirst at the bar which is 
established (and well patronised) on the lower deck of the 
ferry—the day was so hot this year that on the return trip 
the bar ran out of beer! Bad catering or high capacity? 

Swimmiii|<. T h e following day we held the Royal Signals 
Hong Kong Swimming Gala, the highlight of which was the 
competition between 246 (Gurkha) Squadron, 253 Squadron 
and oursdves. We had a very successful afternoon winning aU 
but one of the events to take the cup. Mrs. E. J. Winn, the 
wife of C R. Signals, kindly presented the prizes, and this 
completed a very enjoyable afternoon. 

Since we are still suffering an acute water shortage all the 
social activities planned for the week had to be cancelled, and 
instead of following church parade with curry lunches in the 
Officers' and Sergeants' Messes we went our separate ways to 
our homes. However, we hope that in the coming year the 
festivities can be of a more varied nature. 

Old " China-hands" may be interested to note that from 
ist January, 1963, to 30th September, 1963, the rainfall re-
corded was 32 inches, compared with an average for the same 
period over the past fifty years of 80 inches. As a direct result 
of this we are rationed to four hours supply of water every 
fourth day—the situation was so serious at one stage that the 
local brewery stopped brewing for a few weeks! 
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Change in Coininunfl. On 25th July, 1963, Major A. 
A. G. Anderson took over command of the Squadron from 
Major P. A. Wing and we take this opportunity of officially 
welcoming Major and Mrs. Anderson to the Unit and hope 
that their stay will be an enjoyable one. T o Major and Mrs. 
Wing we say farewell and wish them an enjoyable tour at the 
School. The old adage about taking home a camphor wood 
chest or a baby from the Far East came true again since " three 
Wings " made the return trip to U.K. 

Exercise-wise things have been very quiet over the summer 
period. The only one scheduled to be held was working two 
radio links to an incoming Aircraft Carrier—within a minute of 
opening the links we were through and we worked quite happily 
for about half an hour only to receive a message that the 
Carrier was turning away from us—one of our many typhoons 
in this area was likely to affect Hong Kong waters, so the ship 
very wisely turned about away from the typhoon, and out of 
range of our equipment but we have promised each other to 
work next time she visits us. 

We say farewell also to Lieutenant Percy Newton and his 
family and to Sergeant and Mrs. Gwinnell and wish them 
luck in their new postings, and take this opportunity of wel-
coming W.O.I and Mrs. de Witt, Staff Sergeant (Y. of S.) and 
Mrs. Wood and Staff Sergeant of S.) Carey, Sergeant and 
Mrs. Gardner and hope they will enjoy their stay with us. 

Our Squadron Ladies 
Take a Trip to Beirut 

B Y M R S . G . J. BEVAN 2 5 9 SQUADRON (COMCAN) B . F . P . O . 5 3 

Thanks to the organising ability of Mrs. May Robertson, 
wife of Staff Sergeant Robertson, 259 Squadron, many Squad-
ron wives were given the golden opportunity of a week-end 
in Beirut at a reasonable cost. Escorted by a very helpful and 
courteous courier, some of the night spots were taken in, also, 
not without a good many stares, as our party of 27 females and 
one male escort, set out to see as much as possible in three 
days and nights. 

Our charter flight left Nicosia at 5 p.m. and arrived in 
Beirut an hour later, to a warm evening and a very friendly 
reception. Possibly because of the tourist season still being 
at its height, there seemed to be peoples of all nationalities 
going in and out of the airport. 

A good many of the party were for a meal out after we 
had booked into the hotel and changed our Cyprus money 
into local currency. Armed with our hundreds of pounds (the 
Lebanese pound is equal to approximately 2/6 sterling) we 
were taken to Le Grotte Aux Pigeons Restaurant for Le Mizze 
and Le Kebab (see picture). 

Orotto of tleita 
The following day we broke up into small groups and were 

taken by service car, which is the cheaper type of taxi trans-
port, to the Grotto of Jeita, a few miles north of Beirut, and 
close to the mouth of the River Dog. These caves are an 
underworld of stalactites and stalagmites and we were skilfully 
guided in flat-bottomed punts through the narrow channels 
of ice-cold water, surrounded by artistic lighting effects which 
revealed silhouettes of form and beauty in a setting of stupend-
ous grandeur. 

After the Grotto Jeita, a hurried dash to Biblos, an hour's 
journey north, to see the ruins of a Crusaders' Castle. This 
ended in partial disappointment, as the doors closed at sunset! 
However, the guide was kind enough to give us a brief history 
and the outline of the castle against the setting sun was well 
worth the visit. 

Baa lbcrk 
The " piece de resistance" of the whole trip was the visit 

to Baalbeck and its temples. The date of the foundation of 
Baalbeck goes back to the Phoenicians. After the conquest of 
Alexander the Great, the Greeks called the city Heliopolis or 
City of the Sun. 

The Roman emperors erected in this city magnificent temples 
to their gods, Jupiter, Becelus and Venus, and these temples 
have survived against time. 

A few of us had hoped to continue on to Damascus, which 
is a further hour's ride south-east of Baalbeck, but the visible 
signs of military tension in the area gave us second thoughts 
and we settled for a good luncheon and then returned to 
Beirut. 

At Le Grotte Aux Pigeons Restaurant—Beirut 

In the afternoon, we visited the famed gold market, where 
every pattern and size of gold adornment is to be seen. My 
own choice was a ring and pendant, set with the Alexandratz 
stone, which cleared me out financially; so much so, that I 
was forced on to a diet of rolls, cheese and fruit, which proved 
to be no hardship. I reckoned that I could eat any time, but 
gold at that price didn't happen every day! 

In retrospect, the overall brief impression of the Lebanon 
was the intense pressure of life which exists there, the high-
powered American cars travelling at 100 m.p.h., and the 
efficient police force which was almost military in its behaviour 
—khaki-clad, with Sam Brownes and revolvers, and posted 
at points of 20 yards along the main streets where the traffic 
was worse than at Hyde Park Corner in the rush hour. 
Nurtured to Jhe stares of the tourist, one of them still found 
the time and the humour to answer my look of bewilderment 
at his armed state with the words " Do not be afraid Madame, 
safeness is all around you." 

And our last impression was of piling into taxis and being 
taken, with only minutes to spare, to the airport to catch our 
'plane back to Cyprus. A week-end greatly enjoyed by all 
and one to be remembered. 

2 e i SQIIAOItOIV 
B.F.P.O. 5;i 

4tii <;haii)ge of Command, we welcome Major M. 
Allen, who replaces Major M. H. Priestley as Officer Com-
manding. Major Allen comes from 9th Regiment ,and his 
arrival will make a significant difference to the numbers for 
the children's Christmas party—six more for Father Christmas 
to find presents for! We wish the best of luck to Major 
Priestley, who is posted as an instructor to the School of 
Signals. He has seen the unit from its days as 20th Regiment 
in 1960, through the formation of 261 Squadron in July last 
year in Waterloo Camp, to its present location in Episkopi. 

Th<% n<^ath of .Signalman Frt^derick Wit t was re-
ported in THE WIRE last month. He was a telegraph technician 
employed in the Near East Operations Centre; a cheerful ex-
apprentice from Harrogate, who was tragically drowned on 
loth September while swimming with a friend off Curium 
Beach. He was buried in Dhekelia Military Cemetery on 
13th September with full military honours. The sympathy 
of the whole Squadron is extended to Mr. and Mrs. Witt in 
their sad bereavement. 

* * * 

September has been a month of activity—particularly for 
the Sergeant-Major, C. E. Timson, and Corporal Laidlaw, 
who have spent the month at El-Adem, assisting the Airfield 
Troop there. Corporal Smith, Corporal Hazel, Staff Sergeant 
Morrill and the Foreman of Signals have also all had 
opportunities of seeing some more of the island than Episkopi, 
and Sergeant Petrie and Corporal Page are now in El-Adem. 

Sub-Aqua Enthusiasm is High — several members 
of the Squadron belong to the Limassol Services' Sub-Aqua 
Club and are working for their diving qualifications. Crafts-
man Sweet is joining the underwater salvage team, and Major 
Priestley reluctantly has to say goodbye to " the big country" 
(90ft. deep off Cape Gata) and to 5olb. sting-rays at Cape 
Greco. 
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ASPECTS OF THE CYPRUS PATROL RACE, 1963 
B Y LANCE-CORPORAL VICTOR C O W E L L , 2 6 2 SQUADRON 

Read this and we think you will be as impressed as w e by this example of determ:nation and pride of Corps.—Editor. 

ON a sunny Saturday morning in late September, four 
teams of men were drawn up on the square in front 

of H.Q., Cyprus District. Before them was a Union Jack-
covered table upon which were the trophies for the Cyprus 
Patrol Race, 1963. 

It seemed a far cry from the scene some six weeks previous 
when, on morning parade, our S.S.M., W.O.II Hulse said: 
" We are entering a team in the Cyprus Patrol Race, and I 
want ten men—eight for the team and two reserves. Anyone 
volunteering should hand his name into the office." Many 
sniggers were suppressed as the parade fell out to their various 
places of employment. But in the S i ^ a l Centre, M . T . garages 
and Radio Section, minds were ticking over, some faster 
than others, and some who automatically said " no," on 
principle. Eventually, after about four days, through the 
efforts of the courageous, " try-anything-once-type," the down-
right foolhardy, and the methods only an S S.M. can think up, 
a team was selected. 

Experienced Leader 
We were fortunate in 

having Corporal Colin 
Bland posted to us at 
this time. Coupled with 
the fact that he was a 
P.T.I, and had experience 
in the field with Para-
chute Signals, S.A.S. and 
French P a r a c h u t e 
Legionaires, he made an 
excellent Patrol Leader, 
although he said that it 
was a case of being in the 
right place at the wrong 
time. 

We started intensive 
training at once—route 
marches, cross - country 
marches, map - reading 
and weapon training were 
the main subjects, and 
tough going it was. With 
full kit and the Cyprus 
sunshine, the more portly 
of us, myself included, 
were soon rendered down 
to as decent a bunch of 
beefcakes as ever graced 
a sunlit beach. 

Through the g o o d 
offices of our O.C., Major 
J. L . McKellar, and ex-
cellent inter-unit rela-
tions, were were fortunate 
in having the services of the C.S.M. and three Sergeants of 
" C " Company, T h e Rifle Brigade, at our disposal. Their ser-
vices were used fully and greatly increased our chances of success. 

After two weeks, the team was selected as follows: Corporal 
Colin Bland, Signalmen George Allen, " T i n y " Campbell, 
Eddie Clayton, Charlie Irwin, Bill Smith, Mick Stuart (Lance-
Corporal by the time the race took place)—and what a motley 
crew. Not one of us looked alike or dressed alike. T h e most 
individual arrangements were made in the wearing of hats, bush, 
or in the soldier's term "hats , peculiar, Mk. i . " 

T h e training was intensified until every foot of ground, 
every assault course, and every land mark in Dhekelia had 
been covered by us. Morale was excellent, which means every-
one was cursing and complaining, but no one dropped out, and 
the words " once more, l a d s " were taken in good spirit, and 
with a laugh away we would go again. Even Signalman Charlie 
Irwin's bad case of feet did not deter him, and he came back 
after a couple of days and worked hard to catch up. 

262 SIGNAL SQUADRON (CYPRUS) 
SECOND IN THE CYPRUS PATROL RACE 1963 

{Rear Row Left to Right): Corporal C . Bland, Signalman W . J. Smith, Lance-
Corporal M. Stuart, Signalman J. Campbell, Lance-Corporal V. Cowell. (Front 

Row): Signalman, G. Allen, Signalman C . Irwin, Signalman E. Clayton 

Help by T h e Rifle Brigade 
Sergeants Cameron, Hooper and Smith, of The Rifle Brigade, 

were an inspiration to all, and many a laugh was shared and 
many a story told—of course, none of which were printable. 
Signalman " T i n y " Campbell, all 6ft. 3in. of him, was never 
subdued at Sergeant Hooper's cries of " Beetle B r a i n " or 
" Knuckle Head," which eventually caused their adoption as 
catchphrases of the team. A t this time first aid was introduced 
into the programme. Our S.Q.M.S., Staff Sergeant Declancy, 
a very able and qualified instructor, made things very simple 
and enjoyable for us, though I shudder to think what would 
have happened if there had been any casualites. 

Eventually, with all kit packed, equipment checked, and a 
few words from the D C., we were assembled at the jump-off 
point on the morning of 26th September. Nerves were jumping 
and hands were sweaty with anticipation. The S.S.M. hovered 
around us instilling calm confidence and the fear of God 
in us, until Corporal Colin Bland returned from the final 

briefing with the words 
" It's started, let's go." 
We climbed into our 
truck and our intrepid 
driver, Signalman Abe 
Grainger, shot us off, 
like a rocket, for our 
first check point. 

T h e Race 
This was comprised of 

a two-section climb over 
the Kantara Mountain 
range of three miles and 
two miles respectively. 

The first going up, 
the second coming down 
the other side. This was 
followed by a 15-mile 
cross - country n i g h t 
march to the last check-
point, a first aid test, 
assault course, initiative 
test, and finally, a march 
to the rifle ranges, where 
the team were tested on 
Bren and S.L.R. T h e 
race was run on a points 
system. E a c h t e a m 
started with too points, 
which were reduced for 
such things as late in at 
a check point, not follow-
ing the allotted route, 
etc. Also, points were 
awarded for things like 

condition of team discipline, ability, and the like. The team 
with the highest points was, of course, judged the winner. 

U p into the Mountains 
After an inspection at the first check point, we set ofif at a 

brisk pace along our line of route up the mountains. Al l was 
well until we hit the scrub line, thorns and brush slowed us 
down to less than one mile per hour. It was very hot and 
already we were showing signs of fatigue. Jokes were hard 
to come by, and even I (I'm supposed to be the comic of 
the outfit) was not feeling as carefree as usual. Corporal Colin 
Bland was continually being criticised, but we didn't really 
mean it, and he didn't say anything—just kept on with the 
job. His cry of " There's a path just round here " was always 
greeted with shouts of ridicule as the scrub grows almost over-
night and, of course, there never was a path, which seemed to 
surprise him continually, as with indignation he would say 
" Well, it's on the map." After about four and-a-half hours 
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we reached the checkpoint, which cheered us, as we were 
first in. There we learned that there had been a casualty already 
and another team had had to drop out. We marched to the 
next check point with lighter hearts and even a song. Spirits 
were high. We stopped at a village to fill our depleted water 
ration and distributed sweets to the local children, which 
always pleases the Cypriot population. 

Slog Across Country 
On arrival, we learned that we had only lost twenty points, 

and this, coupled with a meal, boosted morale. Feeling re-
freshed, we once more set off with Colin's words ringing in 
our ears " The money isn't much, but you do see life." This, 
together with derogative cries from other teams, gave rise to 
a cheerful soldier's farewell and a 15-mile slog across country. 
We marched mile after mile. It began to grow cold. Our shirts, 
soaked with sweat, were like blankets of ice. Our feet grew 
sore. Mile after mile we trudged through fields and puddles, 
along roads and tracks. At about half way, we stopped in a 
village, much to the consternation of the local canine popula-
tion, for a rest and a drink. I would like to have seen the 
faces of the villagers, had they walked out, to find eight battle-
clad pongoes stretched out in the main street, eating chocolate 
and smoking best N A A F I cigarettes. After half-an-hour we left 
with the conclusion that we wouldn't sleep on that road any 
more. More miles we trudged, heading in the right direction, 
until eventually, the moon set. In the dark we wandered in the 
featureless landscape until in no time we were lost. The map 
couldn't give us any clue, and there was nothing to take a 
bearing on with the compass. Eventually, after much argument 
and talk of giving up the ghost, we arrived at a village where 
the local 'bus driver directed us once more on to the true 
path of the faithful. Dawn heralded nothing in particular, 
except tired feet and aching backs. Then at last we saw the 
main road which we had been looking for. This was on 
the map and Colin, with a beaming face, said " There, I told 
you so." This was greeted by a series of rude noises and 
mutterings of "Couldn't read a Birmingham tram ticket, never 
mind a map. 

^ S] po: H ' J r ^ 

Rugby Football 

H.Q. Training Brigade 
R.M. College of Science 
Army Apprentices School 
School of Signals 

School of Infantry ... 
Junior Leaders Regiment 

2nd Regiment 
7th Regiment 
8th Regiment 

The gathering of potential Corps football players which was 
held at the Army Apprentices School, Harrogate, was very 
well attended and, blessed by good weather, was enjoyed by 
everyone despite aching muscles and creaking joints on the 
first day. The u/m attended: — 

Major Parker 
Lieutenant Shiner 
Captains Taylor, Van Dyck 
Second-Lieutenants Easson, Alden, 

Byrom, Gravestock 
Corporal Clarkson 
Major Paterson, Lieutenants Maude, 

Gray, Sergeants Block, Rogers 
Lance-Corporal Evans 
Lance-Corporal Kubu 
Lieutenant-Colonel Tonry, Lieutenant 

Dawson, Corporal Wellings, Signal-
men Dewa, Cagilaba, Dempsey, 
Urquhart, Minchin. 

l i th Regiment Lieutenant Maynaid 
30th Regiment Staff Sergeant Thornbury, Sergeant 

Fox-Roberts 
209 Squadron S'g::alman Innes 
640 Troop Captain Pratt, Captain Hodgson 

From this galaxy of talent it should be possible to pick a good 
Corps side and we look forward to the first match against R.E. 
in November to see if this gathering has been entirely successful. 

Very many thanks to Colonel J. P. North, C.B.E., for letting 
us use the A.A.S., to the Apprentices themselves who provided 
opposition of disturbing efficiency, and particularly to Captain 
Taylor who laid on all the administration and almost single-
handed did all the coaching. 

The Assault Course 
We breakfasted and marched another three miles to the last 

check point. There we collapsed into a heap and prepared 
for the first aid test. We had no sooner got our boots off 
when a Sergeant in the " Medics " arrived and started shooting 
questions in our befuddled brains. At last he went away, and 
we clambered into a three-tonner to the assault course. It 
looked horrible. Visions of mangled bodies flew before our 
eyes and we were all nervous. The O.C. and S.S.M. were 
there with a few words of praise in our ears. Those words 
worked wonders; not one mistake was made. The 12ft. wall, 
6ft. waU, cat-walk, ditch, scramble net, another ditch, were 
all met and despatched promptly and efficiently. The spectators 
were shouting, and I had one glimpse of the O.C. and S.S.M. 
shouting like punters at a race meeting. There were smiles 
and back-slappings, words of praise and good-natured jibes, 
but over all, a feeling of achievement. The initiative test 
we passed without any bother. 

Next Stop—The Range 
An excellent shoot by Lance-Corporal Mick Stuart on the 

Bren, and the other Signalmen with rifles gained the praise 
of the Range Officer and boosted our points. The final in-
spection was followed by the welcome journey home. Signal-
man Abe Grainger wasn't such a bad lad after all; the S.S.M. 
was just like Dad, and, of course, it was dead easy. The 
O.C. gave us a drink each, which was followed by lunch, 
a bath and bed. Reclining as I was, in my tub, I was aroused 
into reality by S.S.M. Hulse declaring " Best K.D. and boots 
in the morning." Here we go again, I thought. But no. 
We lined up outside the billet in a highly-starched and gleaming 
manner, with the news that we were second in the eight man 
team, just beaten by z j points. 

We marched down to H.Q., Cyprus District, in our best 
parade ground manner, heads high, shoulders back. By golly, 
we were proud. 

Fruits of Endeavour 
There we stood, four teams. First and second in the Eight 

Man teams and first and second in the Six Man teams. Royal 
Continued at foot of next column 

Corps Sports Result 

Association Football 

Royal Signals Manchester University o. 
This meeting against the University produced a good, clean 

game, but the Corps were never at any time really extended 
by the opposition. 

Goal scorers for the Corps: Signalman Clarke (24th Regi-
ment) two; Corporal Bonnici (24th Regiment) two. 

Hockey 

Royal Signals 5, R.M.A., Sandhurst 4. 
The visit of R.M.A. produced a very closely contested 

game. Signals were very prominent in the first half and had 
most of the game, but in the second half the Academy fought 
back strongly. With the score at 4—4, Royal Signals got 
the winning goal in the closing minutes and won what was a 
most enjoyable game, producing some excellent hockey, and a 
game worth watching. 

Continued from opposite column 

Signals, second in both classes (9th Regiment were second in 
the Six Man team). When the Organising Officer called 
" Second in the Eight Man team, one Corporal, two Lance-
Corporals, five O.R.s, 262 Signal Squadron," every man drew 
himself up to his full height. Eight " Jimmys " gleaming in 
the sun, eight hearts thumping. Colin marched out. His 
drill would have put a guardsman to shame, and when he re-
turned with the plaque we just looked at each other. Nothing 
was said. We didn't have to say it. We had proved we were 
as tough as the Infantry. We had taken on 18 teams and 
we had beaten 16 of them. This is no mean achievement 
when we had only about 40 men in the Squadron to pick 
from. 

If you had asked " Was it worth it?" you would have received 
the unanimous answer " Y E S . " But it's hard to explain why! 
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I 3 t h Signal R e g i m e n t T e a m taken jus t a f te r t h e final. 
(Back Row): L i e u t e n a n t K . B i c k n e l l , Cap ta in R. D . Ramsey, R .A .P .C . , Lance C o r -
p o r a l A . A b u r r o w , Sergeant L. T . Bake r , Staf f -Sergeant R. C. B o w e r s . Staf f -

Se rgean t J. M. Bray , S igna lman M. W . N o r g r o v e . 
(Front Row): S igna lman R. G. G o o d , L a n c e - C o r p o r a i P. S. D u f f i e l d , S igna lman T . 
E. A y r e s , L a n c e - C o r p o r a l A . T h o m s o n , Sergeant J. J. N i c h o l s o n , C a p t a i n I. F. B i r d 

13th Regiment win the BAOR Cricket 
Final 1963 Cup 

This year's final, the first to be played by all-regular units, 
was a Royal Signals family affair, the finalists being 13th and 
2nd Regiments. T h e final was played on the B A O R ground at 
Rheindahlen on Sunday, ist September, and was watched by 
many members of the Corps, including the C.S.O., Brigadier 
J. E. Anderson, C.B.E. 

2nd Regiment, having six West Indians in their side, were 
clearly pleased to have a hot sunny day for this game. 13th 
Regiment, on the other hand, having lost both opening bat. 
Corporal Aburrow (Intelligence Corps) and opening bowler. 
Captain R. D . Ramsey (R.A.P.C.) with broken fingers in a 
match on the previous Wednesday, were unable to make final 
selections until just before the match. 

Captain I. F. Bird, 13th Regiment, won the toss for the first 
time in a cup match and invited Lieutenant-Colonel N. C. 
Porter, 2nd Regiment, to take first knock. 

Signalman R. Lawrence and Signalman P. Maxwell began 
the innings in dashing manner, taking 24 runs from the first 
six overs, whilst 13th Regiment were very lax in the field, 
missing two catches and a possible run-out. Three maiden 
overs from Corporal A. Thomson and Signalman R. G . 
Good gave 13th Regiment time to tighten up their fielding, 
and the bowlers were able to gain the upper hand. Only 
Lieutenant-Colonel N. C. Porter and Signalman M . Doyle 
showed any aggression before lunch, which was taken with 
the score at 70 for 5 wickets, scored in 25 overs. 

The first over after lunch, bowled by Signalman Good, saw 
the whole match swing dramatically in 13th Regiment's favour. 
Signalman Doyle late cut the second ball three to four yards 
wide of Lance-Corporal P. S. C . Duffield at deep gulley. 
Duffield •" launched himself into space" and somehow man-
aged to take a catch whilst doing a " double somersault," with 
Doyle watching open-mouthed, unable to believe his mis-
fortune. Lieutenant S. G . M . Gordon, promoted to go for 
the bowling, hit the next ball high and well over square leg. 
Signalman T . E. Ayres chased it towards the boundary for 
what seemed an eternity before taking the catch. T h e last 
ball of the over was played hard to point, and for some in-
explicable reason, the batsmen went for a single, leaving Signal-
man Walw^n run out by at least a yard. Good claimed an-
other wicket in his next over and rounded off a great per-
formance in the field by running out the last man. Good's 
final tally being 7 wickets for 42 runs, and the innings closed 
with the score at 74. 

Signalman M . W . Norgrove and Signalman T . E. Ayres 
opened slowly, but Norgrove was clearly not getting to the 
pitch of the ball, and it was not surprising that he was 
soon bowled by Signalman Hamilton. Corporal Thomson opened 
his account with a lucky four off the outside edge to fine 
leg, but he and Ayres went for the bowUng and put on 54 quick 
runs before becoming victims of Hamilton. It was therefore 
left to Captain I. F. Bird and Staff Sergeant J. W. Bray 
(Intelligence Corps) to see the few remaining runs scored. 

This victory rounded off a most enjoyable and successful 
season for 13th Regiment, in which every member of the 
team played a full part with bat, ball or in the field, and all 
matches were played to be enjoyed. 

The C.-in-C., B.A.O.R., Sir William Stirling, K.C.B., C.B.E., 
D.S.O., presented the trophies at the end of a most entertaining 
and exciting match. 

W A T E R P O L O T E A M — R O Y A L S I G N A L S ( M I D E A S T ) 
Back row : N o . 2 Scaff-Sergeanc K . T a y l o r , 222 S q u a d r o n ( A i r F o r m a t i o n ) ; N o . 
9 S igna lman D . W . C o x , 254 S q u a d r o n ; N o . 6 C o r p o r a l J. B a m f o r d , 254 S q u a d r o n ; 
L a n c e - C o r p o r a l J. Hea ly , 254 S q u a d r o n ; N o . 4 L i e u t e n a n t ( T O T ) P. W . Foakes, 
222 S q u a d r o n ( A i r F o r m a t i o n ) ; N o . I C o r p o r a l B. H o d g k i n s , 254 S q u a d r o n ; 
W O l I (SSM) D . N . M . E ld r i dge , 254 S q u a d r o n ; N o . 7 L a n c e - C o r p o r a l F. M a d d e n , 

4 RTR Signal T r o o p . 
Front row: N o . 8 S igna lman E. S. N u t b r o w n , 254 S q u a d r o n ; N o . 3 C o r p o r a l D . 

J. Fern , Signal S q u a d r o n ; N o . 10 S igna lman A . W . B r o w n b r i d g e 254 S q u a d r o n 

C.R. Signals Branch, Mid-East 
Swimming a n d W a t e r P o l o 

All who have seen or served in Aden during the hot season 
will know that one of the few practical and pleasurable pastimes 
is swimming. (Consequently, among the major summer sports 
are swimming and water polo, and one of the major sports 
events of the season is therefore the Army (M.E.L.F.) Swimming 
and Water Polo Championships. 

Royal Signals in Aden have, under the expert leadership 
and guidance of Lieutenant (T.O.T.) Peter Foakes, produced 
some quite remarkable results, out of all proportion to our 
strength on the ground. Because of our numerical dis-
advantage, compared with the major units, it was wisely 
decided not to enter a Corps team in the Regimental Champion-
ship and to take part in other selected events. T h e first 
triumph was in the Minor Units Freestyle Relay, which was 
won by 254 Squadron, ably led by S.S.M.' Eldridge. 

In the individual events, Lance-Corporal Madden of 4th 
Royal Tank Regiment Signal Troop came first, in the 100 
metres backstroke and second in the 100 metres freestyle 
events; in the latter he was 2.7 seconds inside the existing 
record and only narrowly beaten. Nevertheless, he has swum 
himself into the Army team for the Inter-Services Champion-
ships. 

W a t e r P o l o F ina l 
In the Regimental Water Polo Competition we did enter a 

Corps team, and this provided the most thrills. In the semi-
final we were drawn against R.A.O.C. and were somewhat 
doubtful of our chances, since our opponents (acknowledged 
experts here) had beaten us twice previously in other competi-
tions. Battle was joined and everyone played and swam as 
they had never played and swam before. T h e result was a 
win for the Corps by 9 goals to 5. 

In the final we f a c ^ 45 Royal Marine Commando. After 
some extremely fast, exciting and enthusiastic play, scores were 
level at 5 — 5 at the end of the third quarter. But in the final 
quarter, the superfitness of the Commandos told; twice they 
broke away and twice they scored. Every team member pulled 
out all the stops for this game and swam themselves to the 
bottom" and theirs was a tremendously commendable effort. 
The game was one of the best seen in Aden in years. 

Four of our Corps players have been selected for the Army 
team. They are Lieutenant (T.O.T.) P. W. Foakes, Staff 
Sergeant Taylor, both of 222 Squadron, and Corporal Bamford 
and Corporal Hodgkinson, both of 254 Squadron. In addition 
the first two, being Air Formation, have also been selected for 
the R.A.F. Steamer Point team in the A.F.M.E. championships. 
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Sports Fixtures 

Associat ion Footbni l 
23rd November, Sheffield University, at Catlerick. 
7th December, King's College, Newcastle, at Newcastle. 

K u g b y Footba l l 
4th December, Royal Artillery, at Woolwich. 
12th December, Cambridge University L X Club, at Catterick. 

Hockey 
27th November, Durham University, at Durham. 

A.E.R. and T.A. 

83rd R E G I M E N T , A .E .R . 
Annua l Camp, 1963 

R.H.Q. and i Squadron of the Regiment spent their annual 
fortnight at Blandford Camp, Dorset, whilst 409 Squadron 
camped at C.O.D., Donnington, over the same period; 404 
Squadron are camping at Blandford at a later date. These 
notes relate mainly to R.H.Q. and i Squadron, as 404 and 409 
Squadron activities will be covered by separate notes. 

Continuing the training policy of the last two years, the 
first week of the R.H.Q./1 Squadron camp was spent in 
individual training for operators, linemen and drivers, but the 
technicians moved out of camp on the first Wednesday to 
set up a four-detachment radio relay/carrier system; this "f ie ld 
tr ia l" worked well and provided the skeleton for the exercise, 
in which the whole of the Squadron and part of R.H.Q. took 
part during the second week. Many useful lessons were 
learned in this field training, including the basic techniques 
of camp establishment and maintenance in deep mud and 
driving rain; the weather was not very kind to us, but we were 
not dismayed. 

On the first Thursday we were inspected by the G.O.C.-in-C., 
Eastern Command (we are an Eastco Regiment), General Sir 
R o d e r i c k M c L e o d , K.C.B., C.B.E., A.D.C., w h o d r o p p e d in b y 
helicopter. He took off from base 15 minutes late, but with 
a following wind, he arrived, like a good soldier, five minutes 
before time, causing a little concern to the reception com-
mittee, who only just arrived at the landing ground in time 
to welcome him! He spent about an hour with us and was 
very interested in everything that he saw, then he took off 
again for his next engagement. 

We had our usual ceremonial parade on the middle Saturday, 
and it is really amazing how our chaps can put on such a good 
show after the very minimum of practice during the odd drill 
period. We ran two practice parades on the Friday morning, 
to get the drill right—or so we hoped—but the mistakes made 
during rehearsal were all rectified, proving once again that " it 
will be all right on the night." 

Our first week field trial, Exercise " Christ ine" was con-
ceived in the full knowledge that the main exercise. Exercise 
" Keeler," would take over and expand, wherever possible, the 
circuit quantities provided, and would improve circuit quality. 
In order to test the communications provided, and to give 
Royal Signals the necessary incentive, we set up teams of " Staff 
Officers " at each location, who, instead of originating the usual 
" Fantasian" exercise traffic, carried on interesting discussions 
by telephone and telegraph of current A.E.R. matters. 

A feature of camp this year was a concerted attempt to im-
prove internal communications within the Regiment, and, for the 
first time, we set up domestic telephones and an orderly 
system which connected the various Regimental offices and 
reduced the amount of " leg work " which is usually associated 
with camp. 409 Squadron produced an excellent idea on similar 
lines, which wiU be adopted Regimentally in future—each 
man was provided with a name tab for attachment to his 
battledress blouse, and a shoulder flash denoting his Troop. 
However, in spite of this campaign (or maybe because of i t !) 
communication failures were all too prevalent, and we shall 
have to work at this again next year. 

Capta in ( Q . M . ) A . B . W a l k e r , M .S .M . . 
and J . M c M n r p h y 

T h e Category I A.E.R. reorganisation, which becomes effec-
tive on I St November next, has meant that we have had to 
bid farewell to several Regimental warriors who have reached 
the retiring age which has been stipulated. A notable departure 
this year was Captain (Q.M.) A. B. Walker, M.S.M., who has 
been our Q.M. for several years. Alex joined Royal Signals 
in 1929 as a Boy in the 52nd (Lowland) Divisional Signals, 
T . A . ; since that time he has served in many places and many 
units, including Egypt, Palestine, 8th Army, Italy, Yugoslavia, 
Cyprus and the Canal 2^ne. He is now living in Newcastle-on-
Tyne, where he continues to quartermonger in a civilian 
capacity amongst washing machines, refrigerators and other aids 
to gracious living; always helpful, patient and cheerful, he will 
be very much missed at our camps in future. Another de-
parture was our stalwart R.S.M. J. McMurphy, the senior 
A.E.R. R.S.M., who has been with us since the days when 
we used to run around Poulton Airfield, near Chester; he 
is going to Category II; our loss is 85th Regiment's gain. 

Sport a n d Socia l 
Off duty, we have had the usual sporting and social functions. 

Four of our officers helped to make up the 30th Signal Regi-
ment team which made cricket history by tying with a Southern 
Command team. Our soccer team also made history by beating 
H.Q., A.E.R., for the first time. An innovation this year was 
a Regimental party in the N A A F I during working hours when, 
over a pint of beer and a sandwich (paid for by P.R.I.), we 
swopped experiences and made all sorts of wild suggestions 
as to how the A.E.R. could be improved, and also said fare-
well to those who, on reorganisation, are going to other units. 

Evolut ion 
T h e word " reorganisation" keeps cropping up in A.E.R. 

circles. Perhaps " evolution" would be a better term for the 
process by which the nature and composition of the Reserve 
Army changes to keep step with the varying requirements 
of the Regular Army on mobilisation. Movements of per-
sonnel between units cause many upsets in personal relation-
ships, but they also result in many new and valued friendships 
l>eing made. Members and friends of the Regiment will be 
interested to know that the 83rd is directly descended from the 
ist Kite Balloon Signal Section (1924-1929), via Air Forma-
tion Signals (SR) (i939-i946), and 51st Air Formation Signals, 
A.E.R. (later East Anglian District Signals, A.E.R.). The 
Regiment has now given up its Air Formation Signals role, 
but we still follow the same tradition, because at camp we are 
so busy that our feet rarely touch the ground! 

47th R E G I M E N T ( T . A . ) 
M I D D L E S E X Y E O M A N R Y 

(T l ie Duke of Cambr idge ' s H u s s a r s ) 

N e w s in B r i e f . That was the month that was! With 
the opening of our new T . A . Centre at Wealdstone, under 
command of Captain D. Reade, with three recruits chalked 
up already. — T h e armual Regimental Shooting Day, with 
classes for all ranks and their families. — Wiiming, for the 
third time in succession, the Marksman's Challenge Cup, at 
the Eastern Command T . A . Royal Signals Rifle Meeting, as 
well as providing the champion shot of the day in R.Q.M.S. 
Hall. — Providing and being specially congratulated on, the 
communications for the Middlesex T . A . Association's Tough 
Training Competition. — Participation, by way of a window 
display and an " A t Home " in " T .A. Fortnight," the special 
fourteen-day recruiting promotion, sponsored % London T . A . 
Headquarters. — Finally, the despatch of a Regimental party 
for two weeks' overseas training in France. T h e specially con-
ducted tour of Paris, which was provided for the party, was 
much appreciated by all. 

P e r s o n a l Column. Honours. Congratulations to Major 
E. A. Scarlett, B.E.M., on being awarded the Territorial 
Efficiency Decoration, and to Staff Sergeant E. C. Abbott, on 
being awarded the Territorial Efficiency Medal. 

Promotions and Appointments. Congratulations to the 
following on their recent promotions and appointments: 
Captain R. Illiffe to Major; Captain R. M. Lustig to Major; 
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M the tasty 
l o m W Ketchup 
made -fr-om 
sun-soaked 
hmahes 
picked plump 

PICK 

I had 
the 

money!" 
You may have said it yourself. But, consider. 
You will probably never have a better oppor-
tunity than you have now of putting some money 
aside for the future. You enjoy good pay—with 
no overheads—and all the facilities of the Post 
Office Savings Bank scheme are yours for the 
asking. What could be simpler? 

Make saving a good habit. Save as much or 
as little as you like, but do it regularly. Keep 
your money in the Savings Bank as long as you 
possibly can. You will find that it soon mounts 
up and collects interest—ready to help start 
you up in the trade you are now learning in the 
Service, or for furnishing your home when you 
get married. 

All the details of the scheme are in the leaflets 
illustrated here. Write to me personally, and I 
will send you a copy of the one that applies to 
your Service: 

Air Chief Marshal Sir Hugh W. L. Saunders, 
O.C.B., K.B.E., M.C., D.F.C., M.M., 

Chairman, H.M. Forces Savings Committee, 
1, Princes Gate, London, S.W.7 

Issued by H.M. Forces Savings Committee 
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Estd. 1808 PLYMOUTH s«.. Gi. 

CHAMPAGNE 

L E M O N H A R T J A M A I C A R U M . 

L A M B ' S N A V Y R U M . 

L I Q U E U R 

These and all other famous 
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The Band in Action—during a recent visit by the Middlesex 
Yeomanry to the Folkestone area 

Sergeant Nichols to Staff Sergeant; Sergeant H. W . Gideon to 
Staff Sergeant; Signalman P. C. Rhodes to Lance-Corporal; 
Signalman R. Thorogood to Lance-Corporal. 

Goobye to Captain J. R. Lavender, who has had to leave 
us due to the pressure of business commitments. T o Staff 
Sergeant D. Palmer, who has left us for " C i v v y Street," and 
Sergeant G. L . Jones for B.A.O.R., for our belated, but 
nevertheless sincere, good wishes for the future, and thanks 
for their past services to the Regiment. 

Welcome to Captain L . C. Udell, M.B.E., Second-Lieutenant 
D. A. Wallace, and a somewhat belated welcome to Sergeant 
C. F. Smith, who is now with us as P.S.I. " B " Squadron. 

Marriage. Our congratulations to Captain P. R. Lewin on 
his recent marriage. 

Visit to BAOR 
by 50th (N) Regiment (TA). 

A detachment of the 50th (Northumbrian) Regiment (T.A.) 
visited Germany for the 14 days from 22nd July to 2nd August, 
and was attached to ist Regiment at Verden. 

T h e party, consisting of Sergeants Paterson and Bent, 
Coporals Beer, Dark, Rye and Jeffries, Lance-Corporal 
Dickenson, and Signalmen Bassett and Phelps, under the com-
mand of Lieutenant J. M . Thew, flew from Manchester to 
R.A.F., Gutersloh, and proceeded by train to Verden via 
Hanover. 

Arriving at Verden at 01.00 hours on 23rd July, the party 
was welcomed, fed and bedded-down for a short time before 
moving out, after an early breakfast, to join its host Regiment 
on a Divisional Headquarters exercise. Once in location, the 
T . A . persoruiel were soon assigned to crews and participated 
fully in the three-day exercise. It was stimulating to see a 
Signal Regiment operating at full strength (for the first time in 
the case of most of the T . A . soldiers) and it made us speculate 
as to how quickly we could become as efficient, given equality 
of equipment and training facilities. 

T h e exercise ended on Thursday, 25th July, and the remainder 
of our stay was spent fitting into the normal regimental routine 
of trade training and sport; the operators worked on the new 
range of radio sets while the drivers, after obtaining a B.F.G. 
licence tried their hand at driving Armoured Humbers and 
Saracens. On the sports field we accepted 2 Squadron's chal-
lenge to a game of cricket which we unfortunately lost by five 
wickets. 

T h e highlight of the second week was Tuesday evening when 
the T . A . detachment split into patrols and took part in an 
escape and evasion exercise which involved compass marching 
across the featureless North German countryside, as all roads 
were being patrolled, to an R.V. (tactically sited near a 
" Gasthaus ") where a radio vehicle was waiting and information 
collected on route was transmitted back to base. 

Training still allowed plenty of free time and in off duty 
hours most of the party visited Hamburg, Hanover and Bremen 
as well as nearby Verden to sample the German beer, cigars and 
night life. Except for the size of the head on a half litre of beer 
there were no unfavourable comments. 

Finally, our thanks are due to Lieutenant-Colonel C . E. Page, 
M.B.E., the Commanding Officer, and everyone in the ist Regi-
ment who helped to make our short stay so interesting, instructive 
and memorable. If another detachment goes to B.A.O.R. there 
are ten volunteers ready and waiting. 

Welfare Section 
Below, an attempt is made to describe, with suitable 
anonymity, four cases taken from the Welfare Section 

files concluded during the first week in October. 

W I D O W O F C O R P O R A L , killed in action 1940. She is now over 70, 
living alone, in poor health. T h e Association made a grant to help 
her with her Rates. 

D R I V E R , 1939-47. Just recovering f rom a long illness. A grant was 
made to send him and his wife for a fortnight 's holiday, f rom which 
both derived great benefit. 

S I G N A L M A N , 1931-42. Married with one child at school. H e has 
been off work nine months with a spinal iniury. T h e Association and 
the British Legion helped to settle two outstanding accounts. 

C O R P O R A L , King's Royal Rifles and Royal Signals 1906-28. Now aged 
75, he is seriously ill in hospital. T h e Association made a small 
grant to help his wife, herself an invalid, with fares to visit him. 

D R I V E R . 1942-46. Married with three children. Off work three months 
following a road accident. He had just got back to work and was 
straightening his affairs out when a death in the family involved 
him in fur ther expense. The Association and the British Legion gave 
him some help towards the funeral expenses. 

R O Y A L S I G N A L S A S S O C I A T I O N A N D B E N E V O L E N T F U N D 

The following subscriptions were most gratefully received during the 
month of September, 1963: 

8th Regiment 
24th Regiment 
3rd Regiment 
216 Squadron 
638 Troop 
63rd Regiment 
327 Squadron, T . A . 
51st (H) Regiment, T .A. 
2nd Regiment (OflScers' Mess) 
4th Regiment (Regimental Fete) 
21 St Regiment 
229 Squadron 
19th Regiment 
234 Squadron 
H.Q. Royal Signals (Cyprus). (Collection—St. George's 

Garrison Church) 
W. T . Harris 

. R. Baxter 
R. Trow 

C. N . Hugh James. (In memory of the late Brigadier J . F . 
Charlesworth) 

£ s. d. 
30 o o 
34 18 
24 17 

2 16 
1 9 

7 

18 16 
2 9 

135 o 
15 o 
13 o 
22 4 
12 17 

IS 10 o 

Receipts £332 2 i 

Expenditure during September, 1963 £242 12 0 
(Includes:—^Rent and Rates; Beds and Bedding; 
Furni ture; Cots and Prams; General Assis tance. 

Analysis of Cases: — 
Families of Soldiers serving in U . K i 
Widows and dependants i 
Released and discharged Soldiers 29 

Total Cases Assisted 31 

13 cases of Soldiers who served during the I939/4S War 
18 cases of Soldiers who did not serve during the War . . . 

C117 2 5 
Ci2S 9 7 

Clothing 
Gifts of clothing, toys and books have been most gratefully received 

f rom the following since early July, 1963: 

Mrs. E . C. Jones, Major H. D . V. Chappell, Mrs . Rogers, Mrs . J. 
Bucke, J. Peecock, Esq., Brigadier M . D. Price, O.B.E., Major M . 
Stears, Mrs. R. Lawrence, Colonel J. G. Christopher, Sergeant C. A. 
State, Mrs. W. H. Lloyd, Mrs . E . M . Hammond, Lieutenant (T .O.T . ) C. 
J. Bayfield, Lieutenant-Colonel E . R . N. W . l^anney-Wynn, A. C. J. 
Chalmers, Esq., W . O . I I F . P. J. Edge, W . O . I I E. Peat, Mrs . R . A. 
Ellis, Mrs. W. G. A. Smith, Mrs . J. Atterton, Captain R . S. Rowland, 
Sergeant Brabon, W.O. I I A. Holmes, Mrs . Webster, Brigadier and Mrs . 
D. St.J. Hoysted, Miss Rosemary Hoysted, 45th Regiment (T.A.) , 
Lieutenant-Colonel R. B. S. Eraut , M r . and Mrs . A. F . Morgan, A. 
Sto'jes, Esq., T . D. Shillcock, Esq., Lieutenant-Colonel H . Napper , M.B.E., 
R.Q.M.S. and Mrs. P. McNaughton, Mrs . R. J . Moberly, Royal Signals 
Association (North London Branch), Sergeant-Major Lawry, Major C. 
G. Sandys, " B " Squadron, 47th Regiment (T.A.) , M r . and Mrs . 
Simnett , Mrs . N . P. Robinson, A. W. Smith, Esq., Royal Signals Associa-
tion (Croydon Branch), Major-General M . S. Wheatley, C.B., C.B.E., W . 
Mycrof t , Esq. 
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Hitch-Hiking Down Under 1963 
B Y CORPORAL ( N O W SGT.) I . GUINAN, 19TH REGIMENT 

E^ARLY in 1961, when I was warned for my posting to 

i Singapore, I made up my mind to visit Australia during 
my tour. An Australian friend of mine had told me that he 
had been able to get back to see his family during a Far East 
tour, so I reckoned I stood a fair chance. 

I arrived in the Regiment on the 12th February, 1961, and, 
after I had settled in and become familiar with the routine, I 
began to make enquiries. I found there was a scheme whereby 
Service personnel could be granted Indulgence Passages on 
R.A.A.F. and R.N.Z.A.F. aircraft. I completed the necessary 
application form for my family and myself to visit my father 
and family in Melbourne. My Commanding Officer approved 
the application and, after the usual delay, I was told that I 
could not take my wife and daughter. This was the first and 
only setback, but as a result I very nearly gave up the idea 
there and then. However my wife persuaded me to take the 
opportunity and assured me that she would not mind being 
left on her own for a month in Singapore. 

I reapplied and after about three months sitting on tenter-
hooks, was granted a passage on a Royal New Zealand Air 
Force transport to Richmond. Consternation! I knew of two 
Richmonds, one way off in the " outback " in Queensland and 
the other on the Northern Islands of New Zealand. I found 
out that this one was in fact an R.A.A.F. base about forty 
miles from Sydney. 

At 6 a.m. on Saturday, 23rd February, 1963, I fastened my 
safety belt sitting aboard Hastings Flight N S H 32. Within a 
few minutes we were airborne leaving Changi and Singapore 
Island far behind. The first leg of the journey was uneventful 
but comfortable. We landed in Darwin at 4.30 p.m. for a night 
stop-over. After deplaning I was taken to the best hotel in 
Darwin where I enjoyed an excellent meal and good night's 
sleep in a luxurious bed. 

The next morning we took off early, bound for Richmond. 
Within minutes of being airborne the aircraft developed engine 
trouble and, looking out of my window, I saw what looked 
like smoke pouring from both port engines—in fact it was 
fuel being jettisoned. There was something wrong with one 
of the propellors so we were going back down just in case. 
A few hours delay I thought. This turned out to be three 
days in fact, because after they had fixed the propellor it was 
found that the air frame was buckled, one of those things 
that could have pitched us all on our noses in the wastes of 
Queensland. 

After three days a relief DC6 arrived which was to carry 
us a bit further. The big snag was that as there were no 
servicing facilities at Richmond for DC6s, we had to be 
diverted to Brisbane. So we lorded it in comfort for this 
part of the flight and after about five hours arrived at Brisbane. 
I found someone who knew something about me and was told 
to report to the Army Movements Office, downtown in Bris-
bane. There I told my tale, but they were unable to help me 
as I was on leave. Besides which, the weekly southbound 
courier had left about three hours previously, and the train 
was leaving as I was talking to them. They were very helpful 
though, and gave me the address of a Forces Club for the 
night. 

Going back for my luggage I met an Australian Sergeant, 
with the very unAustralian name of Blue Crawford. He was 
one of those people one cannot help liking. He said he could 
probably help me. It was just about his knocking-off time, 
so he gave me a lift in his car and drove to a roadhouse 
south of Brisbane. This was where all the big inter-State truck 
drivers stopped for meals. He left me here with instructions 
that if I didn't get anywhere I was to give him a ring in the 
morning and he would try again. I had a meal and wandered 
around for a while trying to get a lift, but most of the truckees 
weren't going anywhere, they had no loads. 

Then I got chatting to one of the fellows loading up a big 
truck just across the way and he was confident that he could 
fit me in somewhere. Finally the driver of the truck he had 
been loading arrived, Donny Blair, and he was only too glad 
to have some company on the long, boring, haul south. So 
we set off and soon the awkwardness of not knowing one 
another wore off and we were chatting like old friends. I 
leamt many things about the Australians and the Alx)rigines, 
the country and customs; in return I told him about England 
and Singapore. Ifi this way we travelled throughout the night 

and the following day. I saw many things that I wouldn't 
have seen had I travelled by train or plane. Eventually we 
reached Sydney at about 9 o'clock that evening. This was 
only four hours after the Sydney train had left Brisbane, so 
I had made up a bit of time. I couldn't go any further, there 
was no way of moving on, so I was forced to spend the night 
there. I was grateful for this the next morning because it gave 
me a chance to see the oldest city in Australia and to take some 
photographs of the world famous bridge. 

I discovered about this time that I was getting fed-up with 
roughing it, so I went and booked on what I thought was the 
only train to Melbourne that day. I discovered that there had 
been other trains and that I had booked on the night sleeper. 
So I travelled the last leg of my journey in luxury, and I mean 
luxury. 

In each berth was a first class seat and a spare in case you 
had someone to talk to, a folding bed, flushable toilet, wash-
basin with hot and cold running water, clothes cupboard, shoe 
cleaning service, drinking water faucet, and many other odds 
and ends to make life comfortable. Each carriage was air-
conditioned (could be heated in wintertime), had fitted carpets 
throughout and two hot and cold showers in it, plus conductor. 
There was also a dining car and club car w i A the train, All 
this I had for about the same price as the civilian fare from 
London to Darlington, though the distance is about twice as 
far. Finally I reached Melbourne. Exactly one week and three 
hours after I had left Singapore. 

I must take time here to state that at no time during the 
whole of my journey did I find anyone who was not helpful 
and pleasant. There was not one person who tried to obstruct 
me, or showed any sort of resentment towards me, despite the 
fact that I was so obviously not an Australian. 

I was in Melbourne at last. I had a very happy reunion 
with my family, whom I had not seen for about six years, and 
spent the next sixteen days with them, visiting my father's 
works, meeting his friends and relatives. I was feted, wined and 
dined; I felt like a minor celebrity, with all my brothers and 
sisters almost fighting for my company, wanting to take me 
around and show me the sights. These problems I resolved 
by taking my father and family everywhere I went. It was 
with shock that I realised that the time for me to return was 
drawing near. 

I had arranged for a return flight whilst at Sydney and they 
had promised me a seat if it was possible on the 19th of the 
month. I telephoned the number they had given me but 
found to my dismay that the plane I was to have travelled on 
had already left. It was a special and had no fixed schedule. 
The movements Sergeant in Melbourne was very helpful and 
teletyped to Adelaide, but no good, they had nothing. This 
was serious. I had to be back in Singapore by the 24th to 
report for duty on the 25th. He tried Sydney again. This 
time they came up with another special, also returning on the 
19th, and practically guaranteed me a seat on it. 

So, on the evening of the 17th, I boarded the luxury sleeper 
once again, the " Southern Aurora," and made my way to 
Sydney, arriving there on the morning of the i8th. I promptly 
'phoned the R.A A.F. base. They told me this 'plane had also 
left early, on the 17th in fact. I was back where I started; 
worse off if anything. My money was running short, I had 
left my family and couldn't afford to return. 

I didn't even have to explain my case to the Movements 
Officer, he offered me a bed on the base, and my meals. He 
guaranteed me a seat on a Hercules on the 25th. When I told 
him I was due back on that date he signalled my Unit and 
asked for two days extension of leave. This was granted, so 
I settled down to a week on the air base. Despite the fact that 
it rained for practically the whole week (this was the time that 
Sydney was flooded) I quite enjoyed myself. I made many 
friends amongst the airmen there, and generally had quite 
a time talking over the old country with ex-Englishmen, 
drinking with them and many of the Australians. Finally on 
the 25th, I boarded the Hercules and, with a night stopover 
in Darwin again, I got back to Singapore at lunchtime on 
the 26th. 

A memorable experience that I wouldn't have missed for 
anything. I saw more of Australia in one month than my 
family have seen in six years. 
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BY APPOINTMENT TO HER MAJESTY THE QUEEN 
GOLDSMITHS & CROWN JEWELLERS, 
GARRARD 8C C O . LTD. 

R O Y A L S I G N A L S 
9 ct. gold and enamel 

R O Y A L S I G N A L S 

9 Ct. gold and enamel 

G A R R A R D & C O . L T D . 

THE BADGE OF YOUR CORPS 

In gold and enamel or set with 

precious stones, a badge brooch is 

a gift of lasting charm. Here 

is a piece of jewellery which is 

always appropriate and always 

in perfect taste. Write now for 

details to our military department 

Crown Jewellers 

1 1 2 R E G E N T S T R E E T - L O N D O N 
Tdephone: REGENT 7020 (11 lines) 

W . l 

BATES 
Haller & Military Cap Manufacturer 

21a M M N STREET, LOXDON, S.W.1 
Tel. REGent 2722 One minute from Piccadilly Circus 

Specialists in Regimental Caps for 

ROYAL SIGNALS 
and to many other Corps and Regiments 

•Bates" lightweight khaki S.D. Cap is made to one 
finest quality only, and at a most reasonable price. 

We have no second quality cap. 

MARKETING STAFF 
FOR LINE AND RADIO 

COMMUNICATIONS EQUIPMENT 
Selling and Contract Engineers are required by the Trans-

mission Division of the GEC to assist with the increasing 
volume of export business in the field of long-distance 
communications. 

Commercial experience is desirable for these positions, and 
a broad knowledge of carrier or micro-wave equipment would 
be advantageous. 

The positions involve a high degree of individual respon-
sibility and attractive salaries will be paid accordingly. 

A contributory pension scheme is in operation. 

A p p l y w i t h f u l l b u t conc ise d e t a i l s t o 

F. A . F E L T O N 

G.E.C. ( T E L E C O M M U N I C A T I O N S ) L T D . , 

S t o k e , C o v e n t r y 
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The Australian Regular Army 
has a limited number of 

VACANCIES 
for 

REGULAR COMMISSIONS 
in 

THE ROYAL AUSTRALIAN 
SIGNALS 

For those w h o : 
Are under 32 years of age. 
Are Medically fit Class 1. 
Have had 12 months regular 

commissioned service. 

Vacancies also exist in R.A.A.C., R.A.E., R.Aust. Inf., 
R.Aust. A., R.A.A.S.C. 

If selected, the A.R.A. offers : 
Free first class sea jjassage for officer 
and family. Your substantive Rank, 
and Seniority to put you on a com-
petitive basis w i A currently serving 
officers for qualifications to the highest 

ranks. 
Pension after 20 years service or 

gratuities for lesser periods. 
Pay and allowance comparable with 

#ie British Army. 
Automatic promotion to Major on 

passing promotion examinations. 

The A.R.A. requires that: 
Applicants face a selection board 
in L O N D O N . Those appointed 
undertake to serve five years as a 

minimum. 

Enquiries should be made by letter to: 

Australian Army Staff (Dept. 2) 

Australia House, Strand, 

London W.C.2. 

In answer you will receive a brochure on conditions of 
service and instructions for making applications. 

Phone Phone 
DAY V M ^ ^ ^ NIGHT 

3369 ^ ^ 2070 
Sales and Service 

WEST END GARAGE 
21-23 VICTORIA ROAD 

RICHMOND 

YORKSHIRE 

24 Hour Break-down Service 

AH Types of Cars Serviced and 
Overhauled 

Coach Work and Respraying 

Estimates given Free 

B.M.C. AUSTIN R.A.C. 
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^ Appointment 
To Her Majesty 

The Queen 
M LI>«RR TADTA Official Tailors 

By Appointment' 
H .M. Queen Elizabeth 

The Queen Mother 

to 

Royal Corps of Signals 

B e r n a r d " " W e a S i e r i K l J d ) 
CivU, Military and Sporting Tailors — Breeches Experts 

55 C O N D U I T S T R E E T , L O N D O N W 1 and 47 H I G H S T R E E T , A L D E R S H O T , H A N T S . 

Over a Century of Service . . . 

1853-1963 
IN PRINT 
Like the Services, we also have a long tradition to 

uphold, at the same time, again like the Services, 

taking advantage of scientific progress in this age 

of mechanisation; yet maintaining, through a 

special department, a personal and helpful link 

with Service Editors, whom we are ever willing to 

advise and assist in the production of their journals. 

F.J.PARSONS LTD 
Lennox House, Norfolk Street, W.C.2 • Temple Bar 6591 

Works: Observer Buildings, Hastings • Hastings 1157 
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No ordinary car 
The Morris 1100 is mo.re than just a new name, it is a new 
car—genuineiy and dynamically new. New and progress-
ive both in concept and engineering. New and years 
ahead of any other car in the world, in its suspension 
and performance, roominess and value. Come and drive 
it. We promise it will be a revelation. 

sJP̂  
Available with left or right-hand driv*. 
Warranted for 12 Months/12,000 miles and 
backed by B.M.C.—aHordlng comprehen-
sive lacllltles all over the world. 

QUALITY FIRST 

noo 
Importer for Germany for ail Nuffield products 

J. A. WOODHOUSE & CO 
5 Cologne/Braunsfeld 
108-110, Stolberger StraBe 
Tel. 59 3125 

S A L E S A N D S E R V I C E IN A L L A R E A S I 

HER MAJESTY THE QUEEN TO 

' H.J. OFF PARADE : 
BY A P P O D m a a i T TO 

Tradit ion in the modern manner 

H.J. are well known to all regiments as 
makers of fine Service caps, but not every-
one may know that we also offer a range of 
quality soft felt hats. In fact, we are very 
proud of our "softs", and for many years 
they have been the choice of discerning 
gentlemen who like to feel as correctly—yet 
comfortably—dressed off parade as on. We 
supply hats to suit every occasion and 
taste. Why not call and see the full range? 
Or write for an illustrated brochure. 

I 
I 
A 
A 
A 

I 
li A 

A 
A 

A 

Dual-purpose hat, in brown, green or grey. Style 6153 

(BOND STREET) LTD. 

Civil and Military Hatters 

40a LONDON RD., CAMBERLEY (Wednesday afternoons only) 

38 N E W B O N D ST. , L O N D O N , W . l . T E L : M A Y f a i r 0784 
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OFFICIALLY APPOINTED 
REGIMENTAL TAILORS TO THE 
ROYAL CORPS OF SIGNALS 

OUR REPRESENTATIVE REGULARLY 
ATTENDS CATTERICK CAMP OR ANY 
OTHER ROYAL SIGNALS MESS 
BY APPOINTMENT 

Established 1895 

Military Taijors 
by appointment 

The Royal Military Academy 
from 1902 to 1939 

By appointment t o : - Roygl Artillery, 
Royal Engineers, Royal Electrical and 

Mechanical Engineers, Royal Army Medical Corps, 
Royal Army Service Corps. 

117 VICTORIA STREET, LONDON, S.W.I. 
4 0 L O N D O N R O A D , C A ^ B E R L E Y 

R AC A L COMMUNIC A TJONS 

Due to the expansion of services to our customers, 
the following vacancy has arisen:— 

ASSISTANT INSTRUCTOR 
The successful candidate will be required to train customers' 
technicians on all features of RACAL communications equip-
ment and instruments and be prepared to travel overseas 
on occasions. He must also be capable of carrying out 
customers' liaison duties. 

Experience in operating and servicing high grade HF radio 
equipment and in instructing on both the theory and prac-
tical handling of such equipment essential. 

Relevant HM Forces experience wil l be considered an asset. 

Application enclosing brief details of qualifications 
and experience and present salary to:— 

PERSONNEL MANAGER 
RACAL ELECTRONICS LIMITED 
Western Road Bracknell Berks 

Housing available 

for marrie d men 

* • 

Contribi tory 

superannuation scheme 

* • ! • 



An entire divisional 
communication centre 
on two wheels! 
Here is a communication centre that is 
both highly mobile and fully automatic. 
Its nucleus is an Elliott 920 
Digital Computer—a truly remarkable 
example of electronic ingenuity, 
having all the speed and flexibility 
of a larger system, yet occupying 
only 4 cubic feet of space. 
It handles all reading, storing, analysing 
and routing of messages completely 
automatically. Only one man is neede^ ; 
to perform supervisory control. 
Full details of this unique system 
are available on request. 

EILIOTT Telecommunications Divisi 
ELLIOTT BROTHERS (LONDON) LTD 
Elstree Way, Borehamwood, Herts. ELStree 2040 

A Member of the Elliott Automation Group 
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DECEMBER • 1 »63 

Vol . 17 (New Series) No. 12 

€ b i t o r i a I 
TH E Editor regrets that Christmas bonhomie which should be 

the theme of this Editorial may be a trifle jarred by the 
fact that he must announce an increase in the price of THE 
W I R E from is. 3d. to is. 6d. a copy from January, 1964. For 
full details please refer to the bottom of this column. 

Having slightly ruffled the holly leaves that surround the 
Editorial column, he would like to return quickly to seasonal 
goodwill by thanking all those who have supported the 
Association so loyally in 1963. 

T h e Corps, serving or retired, has been M O S T generous in 
its financial support. Gifts of clothing, books and toys from very 
many sources have helped to ease the problem of those in less 
fortunate circumstances. 

T h e Branches of the Association, in their usual self-effacing 
manner, have gone about their good work effectively and 
generously. 

Support of THE WIRE has increased and the numerous articles 
written by serving soldiers on their adventures and exploits have 
been a particularly welcome feature. Our printers, often sorely 
tried, have rendered that personal, friendly service that makes 
them such a pleasure to work with. 

Many good friends have taken the trouble to visit us in 
our new Headquarters. 

Yes, it has been a good year—and with these thoughts in 
mind the Staff at Association Headquarters wish you all a very 
happy Christmas and the best of good fortune for 1964. 

The Wire 

F'^OR some time T H E W I R E has been published at a loss. 

This is due to steadily increasing costs of printing 
and distribution as well as the expense involved in main-
taining its content, both in size and quahty, at a high 
standard. 

T h e Central Committee of the Association at their 
November meeting, after carefully considering all the 
relevant factors, agreed that the standard of T H E W I R E 

must be kept up but that every effort should be made to 
reduce the present loss to a minimum. T h e y have, there-
fore, decided that they have no alternative but to increase 
the price of T H E W I R E from is. 3d. a copy to is. 6d. with 
effect from the January, 1964, issue. T h e armual sub-
scription will, therefore, increase from 15s. to i8s. 

All subscribers who have standing banker's orders have 
been written to and advised to amend these so as to cover 
the extra 3s. Should any such person not receive a letter 
to this effect would they kindly advise their banks, as soon 
as possible, to make the necessary adjustment. 

N e w subscribers or those renewing their subscriptions 
should note the new rates. 



Eighth of a Series 

Direct to You! 
from 

THE OFFICER i/c RECORDS 
THE INSPECTOR OF TRADE TRAINING 

The following article is tlie last of tiiose published in successive issues of ' ' T h e 
Wire" dealing with careers on the various trade rosters. This article deals with 

some aspects of a career on the Administrative Roster. 

r r i H E Administrative Roster is a select one, in that it contains 
X only N.C.O.s in the trades of Clerk Technical Royal 

Signals, Draughtsmen and Staff Operators. Since the require-
ments in the Corps for these trades is relatively small in com-
parison with that for technicians or operators, so the number 
of vacancies on the Administrative Roster is less: however, in 
fact, the proportion of N.C.O. vacancies to the total number 
of tradesmen is very good. 

In earlier articles great stress has been laid on the acquisition 
of educational qualifications in advance of the time when an 
N.C.O. is likely to enter the zone of promotion for the rank 
for which such qualifications are obligatory. 

The same principle applies to N.C.O.s on the Administra-
tive Roster, only even more so; on ist April, 196?) the Army 
Certificate of Education, Class I, very properly becomes an 
obligatory qualification for promotion to the substantive rank 
of Sergeant; thus it will not be too early in his career for a 
Lance Corporal on this Roster, not only to acquire his A.C.E. 2, 
but also to making a start on A.C.E. i as well. 

The same rules for standards of Military Proficiency Tests 
as apply on the operating and field rosters are applicable to 
the Administrative Roster, namely M.P.T. I l l for Lance-
Corporal, M.P.T. II for Corporal and M.P.T. I for Sergeant. 

One is well aware of the temptation to miss out preparatory 
instruction for such tests as are laid on by your Unit because 
of pressure of work in your office. My advice is, don't let this 
happen to you, for if y6u fail to pass the test due to lack of 
preparation then it could delay your substantive promotion; 
and in any case you'll have to do it again. 

This brings me to the third of the essential qualifications for 
promotion, i.e., trade rating. 

A Clerk Technical and Staff Operator must advance their 
trade ratings to Class II for substantive promotion to Corporal 
and to Class I for promotion to Sergeant. 

The Class II rating can either be obtained under unit or 
theatre arrangements, and with or without a preparatory course, 
or by attending an upgrading course in the Training Brigade. 

Upgrading courses to Class I standard take place in the 
Training Brigade, and Records will try to nominate you for 
such a course at what they consider is the right time in relation 
to the zone of promotion to the rank of Sergeant; however, 
if your C.O. recommends you earlier for upgrading, you may 
do it before. Obviously, if such a course can be fitted in be-
tween postings this may help both you and the unit in which 
you are called upon to serve, and as you will appreciate 
better than anyone, there is often some reluctance to let a key 
member of the clerical staff go away for a period of six weeks 
once he has arrived. 

The qualifications for promotion of Draughtsmen, a trade in 
which the highest rating is Class II, differs only in respect to 
trade and are the same for education and M.P.T. as for other 
trades on the Roster. 

A Draughtsman requires a Class III rating for promotion to 
Lance-Corporal and a Class II rating for promotion to Corporal. 
T o become a Sergeant, in which rank there are no vacancies 
as Draughtsmen, he must, in addition to his Class II Draughts-
man rating, obtain an additional rating as a Staff Operator or 
Clerk Technical at Class II standard. 

If properly qualified in all respects, and recommended, he 
will be considered on seniority with other Corporals on the 
Roster for promotion to Sergeant: if his reports and records 

are good, then the merit thereby gained is likely to get him 
his promotion to Sergeant, and he will h« employed in his 
additional trade, gaining greater experience essential for his 
future career. 

The Training Brigade, with commendable foresight, are now 
turning out Draughtsmen at the end of their basic training 
with both a Class III rating in that trade and with a Class III 
rating as Staff Operator., Thus it is very desirable that Draughts-
men should keep their hand in as Staff Operators by practising 
their typing and clerical skills with a view to further upgrading 
in both trades. 

It has been ar^ed that a Draughtsman needs only to up-
grade in his additional trade because in the long term for pro-
motion from Sergeant to Staff Sergeant a Class I trade is 
necessary. There is some truth in this but, nevertheless, the 
regulations requiring two Class II ratings for promotion to the 
rank of Sergeant will suit some such soldiers because experience 
shows Draughtsmen to be busy men who, therefore, cannot 
get the full experience in an additional trade to pass at Class 
I standard by the time they enter the zone of promotion for 
Sergeant. 

As indicated above and in company with the procedure on 
the Operating and Field Rosters, promotion from Lance-Corporal 
to Corporal is basically by seniority and recommendation, 
and from Corporal to Sergeant by seniority tempered by merit. 

Your career on the Administrative Roster can therefore 
take you up to the rank of Sergeant, and soon after you reach 
this rank, and if you have not already made up your mind, 
you must decide to which supervisory roster you want to aspire. 

The choice lies between the Chief Clerks Roster, on which 
you will continue to be employed as a clerical expert, or the 
Regimental Duty Roster, where you will be erhployed in key 
military appointments—such as Troop Staff Sergeant, S.Q.M.S., 
S.S.M., R.Q.M.S. and R.S.M., but will be in competition with 
Sergeants from other rosters for vacancies on appointment 
to it. 

You will be well advised to study Corps Memorandum No. 
II, a copy of which should be in every Orderly Room, Squadron 
or Troop Office, for the regulations about what you must do 
to notify your intention to Records as they differ, depending 
on your trade. 

The professional qualifications you must obtain as a Sergeant 
for promotion to Staff Sergeant are also different and are 
given below: 

For Chief Clerks Roster 
A pass on: — 
1. Staff Sergeants' Course, Part I. 
2. Chief Clerks' Course. 

For Regimental Duty Roster 
A pass on: — 
1. Staff Sergeants' Course, Parts I and II. 

2. Guards' Drill Course 
OR 

Platoon Weapons Course. 
Records nominate students for Chief Clerks' and Staff 

Sergeants' Courses, Part I and 11 in the Training Brigade, 
but not for Staff Sergeants' Courses held overseas; neither do 

(Coritinued on page 440) 
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{Continued from previous page) 
Records nominate for Guards' Drill or Platoon Weapon Train-
ing Courses: this is a Unit responsibility. So it is up to you 
to keep your eye open for a nomination on these courses in 
the interest of your own career. Records will also be watching 
your career with a view to ensuring your being given the 
opportunity to attend the appropriate courses at the right time. 

Finally, a word about the future: it may be that Staff 
Operators will be required not only to fill the same type of 
employment in clerical appointments in signal units and on 
signal staffs as now, but also to work for the General Staff 
Officers who are not Royal Signals, very much as personal 
clerks and with the responsibility for communicating on their 
behalf over the signal system. Some of you are fortunate 
enough to be already acting as the " guinea pigs " for the latter 
scheme: this is a great opportunity and I hope you will make 
good use of it. Thus, in the future, there may well be a 
need for more Staff Operators, and they must be able to do 
both sorts of job, which all adds up to widening the interests 
of this trade and of those on the Chief Clerks Roster, about 
which more anon in a future article. 

Your career, then, on the Administrative Roster, can lay 
a sound foundation for you subsequently to become a Warrant 
Officer Class I, either on the Chief Clerks Roster as Superin-
tending Clerk, or on the Regimental Duty Roster as a Regi-
mental Sergeant Major: W.O.sI in both types of appointment 
may subsequently be considered for commissioning as Quarter-
masters. 

Both these goals entail initiative and hard work on your 
part and, indeed, this is so in any other walk of life, where 
appointments carry such high responsibOity. 

UPGRADING COURSES 

Dates for courses due to start in Catterick during Jime, 1964, 
are given below: — 

Line Technician, Class II-I 30th June, 1964 
Radio Technician (Light) Class II-I ... i6th June, 1964 
Lineman Class II-I 2nd June, 1964 
Clerk, Technical, Class II-I 2nd June, 1964 
Radio Operator, Class II-I 30th June, 1964 
Telegraph Operator, C\ass II-I 9th June, 1964 
Driver, Class II-I 30th June, 1964 
Electronic Technician, Class III-II ... 23rd Jime, 1964 
Staff Operator, Class III-II 9th June, 1964 
Telegraph Operator, Class III-II ... 9th June, 1964 
Draughtsman, Class III-II ... ... i6th June, 1964 

Correction 
THE WIRE regrets that an error was made in the Direct to 

You article which appeared in the September issue. It occurs 
in a paragraph on page 318 which deals with Technician 
Sergeants who do not wish to become Foremen or go straight 
away on duty on the R.D. roster and who may wish to train as 
pilots. The ACI quoted was 340/61: this should have read 
370/61. 

Major General Sir IV. Ronald C. Penney 
K.B.E., C.B., D.S.O., M.C. 

His very many friends throughout the Association will be 
sad to hear that General Penney made his last appearance at 
the Central Committee meeting of the Association held on the 
13th November. He has now decided to retire from active 
participation in the affairs of the Association after over 40 years 
during which he has given the Association tremendous support. 
He could always be counted on to say exactly what he thought 
and his wise advice—and sometimes forthright criticism— 
invariably proved extremely soCind and were inspired by a 
deep regard for the Association and all it stands for. 

Ck)ing through old records the writer could not help but be 
amused to read in the minutes from as far back as March, 
1921, that Captain W. R. C. Penney had written a letter 
(referring to THE WIRE) in which he questioned the advisability 
of publishing " Things we want to know " and making certain 
comments on the cover design. 

All will be pleased to hear that our Chairman, General 
Thuillier, on the occasion of General Penney's last appearance. 

paid a special tribute to him for all he had done and presented 
him, on behalf of the Association, with a silver vase inscribed 
with a " Jimmy" and below it the words: " From the Royal 
Signals Association with great affection." 

The writer is sure that aU will join him in wishing General 
Penney the greatest of happiness in the years to come and in 
saying how much we look forward to seeing him each year at 
the Calterick Reunion. 

Cary Theatre 150th Performance 
r r i H E spotlight fell recently in a different way upon the Cary 
JL Theatre. Many people will remember it in different ways 

but those returning after long spells away from Catterick have 
noted great changes. New false ceiling, a modern heating 
system, a new foyer and bar and a contemporary stage. 

The reason for this spotlight was the 150th production of the 
club. The first performance took place in December, 1945, 
when General R. T . O. Cary, then G.O.C., started the " Signals 
Theatre " and presented a pantomime, Cinderella, which played 
to 5,000 in 10 days. 

From that time on the club followed an erratic course. Under 
General Cary and his successor. General White, both of whom 
acted and produced in the club, it had great success. At other 
times it almost faltered but each time someone came to the 
rescue with a blaze of enthusiasm. 

In 1949 when General Cary retired the committee changed 
the name of the theatre to " The Cary Theatre " as a mark of 
appreciation to the General. 

Many hundreds have trodden this stage, a few going to 
greater fame. Donald Adams, star singer in O'Doyley Carte, 
John Fraser (the Corporal piper in Tunes of Glory), Patrick 
Campbell, Geoffrey Wheeler and, the most recent, Christopher 
Sandford who is currently featuring in Coronation Street. 

The Club rates among its most successful productions, " The 
Man Who Came to Dinner," " T o a d of Toad Hal l " (many 
rate this as its finest) and " The Last of Mrs. Cheyney." The 
latter play was produced by Mr. E. Roxburghe-Kelso for the 
looth performance. He completed the double by producing the 
150th performance " The Rape of the Belt." This too, in spite 
of aU predictions, was a sell-out. 

For the final performance of this play General Cary and the 
G.O.C., General Upjohn, were present. This was a memorable 
night for both the cast and the General, who spoke a few words 
from the stage about the progress and endurance of the Club. 

Great interest is shown by the n t h Regiment in the theatre. 
In recent months the Regiment has provided producers, players, 
stage crew and helpers. Wives and families of the Regiment 
assist in many of the productions. In a recent play. Major 
Jordan organised the bar in the front of the house, Mrs. Jordan 
produced the play and Miss Deborah Jordan was one of the 
players. In another. Lieutenant Ovenden playing a 16-year-old 
school boy and his wife in the same production had to exclaim, 
" What a sweet little boy." Keeping the highest traditions of 
the theatre another officer against all medical advice discharged 
himself from the hospital to be on stage when the curtain rose 
—the show must go on. 

Such a close association has been fostered by the support 
that the n t h Regiment gives the theatre. Each first night is 
bought out by Regimental funds and the tickets distributed 
to officers, permanent staff, recruits and transitees. It has also 
become the custom that the cast of the production are enter-
tained at the Officers' Mess after the play. The Regiment has 
the reputation now of being a good audience to play to and 
one that appreciates a strong plot. 

This being the case we look forward to the next production, 
" The Sound of Murder." 

Many of the younger readers of THE WIRE will he glad to know that 
Generals Cary and White were most distinguished Officers of their Corps. 

Major-General R. T. O. Carey, C.B., C.B.E., D.S.O., was Chief Signal 
Officer in Persia, Iraq, Sth Army, and concluded his career as the first 
Royal Signals Officer to be G.O.C. Catterick District. 

Major-General C. M. P. White, C.B., C.B.E., D.S.O., served Field 
Marshal Lord Montgomery of Alamein as his C.S.O. in North Africa, Sth 
Army, and during the whole of the operations of 2ist Army Group. Post-
war he was C.S.O. Middle_ East, G.O.C. Catterick District, and for six 
years Chairman of the Association. He now has a key appointment in Civil 
Defence. 
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Letters to the Editor 

Well . . who Mvas the Rrat ? 

The Wife and the Schoolgirl 
Avert Schoolbus Disaster 

THE WIRE this month takes pride in paying a tribute to a 
Serviceman's wife and a Serviceman's daughter whose 

calmness and presence of mind undoubtedly avoided what 
could have been a harrowing disaster involving the safety of 
34 schoolchildren. 

The incident received wide publicity in the Press, but some 
of the reports were a "little embroidered" and we are in-
debted to Lieutenant-Colonel P. E. Hutchins, Commanding 4th 
Signal Regiment—who ultimately made presentations to the 
two ladies concerned—for the true picture of what occurred. 

On 2ist October, the driver of one of the school 'buses 
travelling from Herford to the B.F.E.S. Secondary (King's 
School) Sundern, collapsed at the wheel at a time when the 
'bus was travelling at a speed of 40 miles an hour and at a 
point on the autobahn where there is a steep embankment. 
The 'bus began to veer dangerously off the road. 

Sitting just behind the collapsed driver was a 13-year-old 
schoolgirl, Annemarie Kemp. With commendable calmness 
she leaned over the driver and seized the wheel. Immediately, 
Mrs. Phyllis Andrews, who had been sitting further back in 
the coach, also acting with commendable calmness, dived forward 
and grasped the handbrake with both hands and exerting her 
strength brought the 'bus to a standstill. Neither Annemarie 
or Mrs. Andrews could drive, and in the fleeting seconds when 
ultimate crisis occurs recollection of what really happened 
afterwards becomes blurred, but Mrs. Andrews remembers also 
grabbing the wheel as well as Annemarie, but her main concern 
was the brake. 

Nevertheless, the presence of mind and calmness of Anne-
marie (a daughter of Bombardier Kemp of 4th Signal Regiment) 
and Mrs Andrews (wife of Corporal Andrews, A.C.C., of 4th 
Regiment), averted what could have been serious disaster. 

The driver of the 'bus, a single man, aged 58, died shortly 
after the 'bus was stopped. 

Some days later Lieutenant-Colonel P. E. Hutchins, as the 
accompanying photograph shows, presented Mrs. Andrews with 
an engraved silver salver and Annemarie with a dressing table 
set as a memento of their presence of mind. 

The Corps ilemembers 
( E m p i r e 3iiBli> nf K e n i B m l i v a n r B 

Westminster Abbey—7th November, 1963 

NEARLY thirty serving and ex-serving members of the 
Corps were present at the Royal Signals Plot at the 

annual ceremony outside Westminster Abbey. 
The Regular Army was represented by R.S.M. Stockdale and 

a contingent of senior N.CO.s from the 65th Regiment T.A. 
including three senior members of the W.R.A.C. 

Association H.Q. and Branches were well represented and it 
was a pleasure to see old friends from the London, North 
London and Croydon Branches. 

Badges and wreath crosses were planted on behalf of the 
following: ist Regiment, 3rd Regiment, 7th Regiment, 24th 
Regiment, 65th Regiment, 85th Regiment, 217 Squadron, 
Catterick Branch, London Branch, North London Branch, 
Chester Branch, Croydon Branch and Association H.Q. 

A LETTER in the October issue of THE WIRE from Sergeant 

J. V. Frees, H.Q. Combritor, discounted—and he pul 
forward good reasons—the claim by the Joint Communication 
Centre, Bahrain, to be " the first such peacetime organisation 
in British service." Sergeant Frees claimed that the Joint 
Comcen at H.Q. Combritor located in Brunei Town went into 
business much earlier. Now Major F. W. Hewitson, of the 
Army Apprentices School, Harrogate, has entered the fray. 
He writes to the Editor as follows:— 

Dear Sir, 
I see from the October WIRE that two newcomers to the 

business, Bahrain Comcentre and Combritbor have claimed 
the title of " the first peacetime Combined Comcen." 

The Ship Signal Troop, H.M.S. Meon (the amphibious 
H.Q. ship), has been helping to run such a centre from 
1952 to my knowledge. We; had R N., Army and R.A.F. 
personnel working together on each other's sets and helping 
out in the signal office. We had the Royal Marines in on the 
act too from time to time! 

At sea we even had the Army and R.A.F. officers and 
the Army other ranks standing watch on the bridge. 

I think that 601 Signal Troop as it is now called could 
more modestly claim to be " jointer " than the others. 

D. K. Robertson, of COMCAN, Nairobi, draws attention to 
the ever-increasing part played by civilians in the daily work 

of the Corps. 
A recent phenomenon in C O M C A N imits in general, and 

in this Squadron in particular, has been the introduction of 
civilians who work alongside their Army counterparts with 
the minimum amount of friction. There are, no doubt, those 
whose blood boils at the very thought of such heresy in 
the Corps; one Foreman of Signals is said to go several shades 
of purple at the mere mention of the word " civilian." 

IVIost of us have served in the Corps or in the equivalent 
branches of the other Services and, I feel, add to the normal 
everyday life of a unit; the female of the species perhaps more 
so than the male. 

On the serious side, it is probably not fully appreciated 
throughout the Corps what a large contribution civilians make 
to the efficient running of C O M C A N stations. Here, in 236 
Squadron, the only establishment so far immune from the influx 
of civilians is the transmitter site; how long they can hold out 
is a matter for speculation. 

On the social side of the unit, the presence of civilians has 
been felt in the shape of several dances, the highlights of 
which has been a cabaret, unique in East Africa, provided by 
the A1 Dickson dancing girls, whose voices were perhaps a little 
rough for sopranos. A well-attended car rally has been held, 
in which very few found their way round the whole course— 
but a good time was had by all. It is rvmioured that a few 
hardy types are to climb Mt. Kilimanjaro, a feat performed by 
many of the Army stalwarts. 

Whether the end of the year will see any Army or civilians 
still in Kenya is not as yet known, but wherever they go, I 
am sure everyone will go with memories of a really 
unit. 

Captain K. H. Olds, Royal Signals, writes to the Editoc 

I A M attempting to write a history of i8th Regiment. 

Whilst the Regiment has only been in existence for less 
than three years, I am endeavouring to incorporate a chapter or 
two, to events leading up to its formation, and Units, now 
disbanded, which comprised District Signals in Singapore in 
the past. 

Amongst your readers there must be scores of people who 
have served in Singapore both before and since the war whose 
experiences would be of invaluable assistance to me in my task. 

I would be very grateful if you would advertise through the 
medium of your Editorial, for anyone to send me any con-
tributions they may have. I am particularly short of facts and 
details of events prior to 1961. 

Replies to 249 Signal Squadron (FARELF), c/o Singapore. 
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t o M r , J. H . Mead o n his r e t i r e m e n t . 

" The Wire " wishes to express the sympathy 
of all their friends to the families of these 

two officers. 

M E U T E N A X T A . E. PETERS 

The Editor regrets that news has just come in of the death 
of Lieutenant A. E. Peters at his home in Bury St, Edmunds 
on n t h November, 1963. Mr, Peters in the rank of Sergeant 
served with the 3rd Indian Divisional Signals, Meerut, in 1939, 
and left for Singapore with Force EiVlU as Section Sergeant 
with the 22nd Mountain Regiment R.A,, Signals Section. A 
year later he was commissioned and took over the Section. He 
was taken prisoner-of-war by the Japanese on the 13th February, 
1942, and as a result his health suffered greatly and was never 
fully restored. 

At the end of the war he was invalided out of the Services 
and went to live in Bury St. Edmunds, He was a very brave 
officer and loved by all. 

/ames Henry Mead 
Retires After 50 Years Service to A rmy Signals 

ON Friday, 4th October, 1963, James Henry Mead retired 
from the post of Supervisor, Woolwich Garrison Tele-

phone Exchange. This event was remarkable for the length, 
devotion to duty and capability of Mr. Mead's service. He had 
served in the Woolwich Exchange for 41 years. 

On Thursday, 3rd October, 1963, Mr. Mead had a very 
busy day. In the morning he was interviewed and thanked by 
the S.O.-in-C. In the afternoon he was bid farewell and thanked 
on behalf of Woolwich Garrison by the Garrison Commander, 
Brigadier H. R. L. Hodges, A.D.C., and in the evening his own 
operators gave a party in the exchange rest room to say farewell 
to Mr. Mead coupled with Mrs. Mead, whom we were pleased 
to see present. 

The party was attended by his own staff and many other 
friends and well wishers from Woolwich Garrison, colleagues 
from other exchanges, notably H.Q. London Dstrict and 
Chelsea: from H.Q. London District were Lieutenant-Colonel 
D. L. Pounds (C.S.O.) and Lieutenant-Colonel B. J. Walker 
(Retired), and from 605 Troop (London District) were Captain 
W. Farmery and Lieutenant A. P. Thackray. 

Mr. Mead was presented with a magnificent canteen of cutlery 
and Mrs. Mead with a charming bouquet by Mrs. D. V. 
Wright on behalf of the Woolwich Staff and an electric blanket 
and a box of chocolates by Mrs. L. M. Nicholson (Supervisor, 
H.Q. London District) on behalf of the other exchanges and 
H.Q, of 605 Troop, 

A large and beautifully decorated cake, complete with rocking 
chair and slipper motif, was baked by Staff Sergeant Baine, 
A,C,C, of Woolwich Garrison, on behalf of the exchange girls, 
and was duly presented. 

Butchers : Grocers : Game Dealers 
our aim in all Depis.:— 

Superb Quality 

CHAS. JACKSON & SONS 
63, 64 and 66 SKINNERGATE 

Established DARLEVGTON 
Sixty Years Satisfactory Service 

Telephone 
29SS 

" W E BUY T H E B E S T " 

DAILY DELIVERIES 
" W E S E L L T H E B E S T " 

IN YOUR DISTRICT 

UEVTEBrAlVT-COI.ONEL J. I I A W K E , O.R.E. 

News has also just been received of the death of Lieutenant-
Colonel J. Hawke, O,B,E,, on the 12th November at his home in 
Liss, Hampshire. 

" Jimmy " Hawke was well known to many of the Corps who 
served in pre-war India and it is hoped to write more of him 
in the January issue of THE WIRE. 

" The Wire" joins with 30th Regiment in expressing its 
deep regret at the deaths of a Corporal and three Lance-
Corporals of the Unit who died as the result of an accident in 
a car in which they were travelling back to Blandford after 
weekend leave on Monday, 28th October. The tragedy came 
as a great blow to the Regiment where they will be greatly 
missed both at work and play. 

The men involved were: 
Corporal I . C- Steven.soii joined the Corps in April, 

1958, and was posted to 30th Regiment in May, 1961. He was 
a Telegraph Technician employed in User Trials Troop. He 
took part in Regimental and Squadron activities with great 
fervour and was a most effective member of the Regimental 
I St X V Rugby team. 

I,4ince-Corporal A . E. Hanter joined the Regiment in 
October, 1962, and for some months worked with the Corps 
Mobile Display (Quicksilver). A quiet but cheerful man, he 
was very keen on English Literature. He was awaiting a medical 
board for a back complaint which prevented him from taking 
part in many sports. 

I,.ance-CorporaI P . Wiiite who joined the Corps in July, 
1958, and was posted to the Regiment in October, 1962. He 
was a cheerful and enthusiastic member of the Regiment who 
made a most useful contribution to the Regimental Beagles as 
No. 2 whip. 

I,.ance-CorporaI J. Hudson joined the R.A.S.C. in 
June, 1960, later transferred to the Corps and joined the Regi-
ment in April, 1961. He was a Technical Storeman and was in 
the process of remustering as a Radio Operator. A very good 
Rugby player, he played for the Regimental ist X V on many 
occasions. A popular man with all ranks he was engaged to 
be married in February. He will be particularly missed as an 
active member of the Regimental sailing fraternity. 

The O.C. and all ranks of the Regiment wish to express their 
deepest sympathy to all relatives and friends in their great loss. 

T H E W E L F A R E S E C T I O N U R G E N T L Y 
REQUIRES C L O T H I N G 
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London Gazette 
R E G U L A R A R M Y 

Maj . J. H. Pearce retired on 31st October, 19S3. 
Capt . G . A. Hickman to be Maj . , 31st October, 1963. 
Capt . B. M. Freeman retired is t November , 1963. 
Lt . G . R. Oehlers to be Capt. , is t November , 1963-
Maj . (Tfc . Offr.) J. O. Douglas-Beveridge retired on ist . October, 1963. 
Maj . P . J. Holland resigned his commission 17th October, 1963. 
Lt . P . E . Bruce f rom Short Serv. Comm. to be 2 / L t . 3rd Sept. , 1963. 

S H O R T S E R V I C E C O M M I S S I O N 
M a j . E . Williams retired 5th November , 1963. 
Capt . (Tfc . Offr.) A. King retired 4th November , 1963. 

A R M Y E M E R G E N C Y R E S E R V E 
Lt . B. L . Clark to be Capt. , 8th September, 1963. 
Cpl. Conrad St. John Graham to be Lt . (Tfc . Offr.) is t October, 1963. 

T E R R I T O R I A L A R M Y 

2 / L t . J. W. Cox to be L t . (T .O.T. ) 26th September, 1963. 
Sgm. R . M. Tilley to be 2 / L t . 29th August, 1963. 
Sgm. C . Hall to be 2 / L t . 13th September, 1963. 
Lt . B. A. Notton to be Capt. is t September, 1963. 
Lt . A. Hird f rom Res. of Offrs. to be Lt . , 13th September, 1963. 
Lt . R. J. Schoolbred f rom A.E. Res. of Offrs. Na t . Serv. List R.A. , 

to be Lt . , 13th September, 1963. 
2 / L t . J. M. S. Stevenson to be L t . 29th October, 1963. 
P. R. White to be 2 / L t . 20th September, 1963. 
L t . R. G . S. Green to be Capt . 23rd September, 1963. 
Lt . A. P. Woodhouse is granted acting rank of Capt . , 20th Sept. , 1963. 
2 / L t . A. P. Groves to be L t . 24th October, 1963. 

Deaths 
STEVENSON.—Corpora l Ian Gough Stevenson, on 28th October. 
WHITE.—Lance-Corpora l David White , on 28th October. 
HUDSON.—Lance-Corpora l Jack Hudson, on 28th October. 
HUNTER.—Lance-Corpora l Ar thur Edwin Hun te r , on 28th October. 

The above, from 30th Regiment, killed in road accident 
(See Obituary Column). 

HUGHES.—Lance-Corpora l F . D . Hughes, of 2nd Regiment, died in 
B.A.O.R. on 24th October. 

H A M I L T O N . — E x - S e r g e a n t G. D . Hamilton, M.M. H e served with 
Cheshire Regiment (T.A.) f rom 1928 to 1932, then joined Royal Signals 
and served until 1946. H e was taken prisoner-of-war in Italy during 
the war but escaped. H e was 50 years of age. 

GULLIVER.—Ex-Corpora l C. A. Gulliver, on s th November, at the 
age of 75. H e enlisted in the King's Royal Rifles in 1906 and served 
in the Great War, being taken prisoner. I n 1920 he joined Royal 
Signals and was relea^sed in 1928. 

MOORE.—Ex-Sergeant A. E . Moore, on 20th October, at the age of 39. 
H e joined Royal Signals in 1942 and served until September of last 
year. H e was a Li fe Member of the Association. H e leaves a widow 
whose address is : 65, Drayton Road, Kingsthorpe, Nor thampton. 

Marriages 
Of 222 Squadron (Air Formation) 
B U R T — M A C F A R L A N E . — O n 14th September, at St. Peter ' s Church , 

Parr, St. Helens, Lanes., Lance-Corporal M . J . Burt and Maureen 
Macfarlane. 

B O W E N — C O U P E R . — O n 19th October, at T h e Church, MethilhiU, Buck-
haven, Fife, Sigiialman D. R . Bowen and Mary Barbar Macdonald Lawson 
Couper. 

0 / 281A1 Regiment 
F R E E M A N — A L L S E B R O O K . — S i g n a l m a n D . Freeman, to Miss Rita 

Allsebrook, at Ilkeston Church , Derby, on 17th August, 1963. 

GLASSBOROW—BELL.—Lance-Corpora l I . D . Glassborow, to Miss Ann 
Bell, at All Saints' Church, Cormorthen, on 10th August, 1963. 

T A Y L O R — B O N N E L L . — S i g n a l m a n P. A. Taylor, to Miss Sylvia Bonnell, 
at Barton Register Office, Salford, on 22nd August, 1963. 

N E E D H A M — D E A R I N G . — S i g n a l m a n R . Needham, to Miss Ann Dearing, 
at All Saints' Church , Liverpool, on 28th September, 1963. 

Births 
D R U M M O N D . — T o W . O . I I J. D r u m m o n d and Mrs . D r u m m o n d , at the 

Maternity Hospital, Glasgow, on 24th September, a daughter, Caroline 
Denise. 

M O W A T T .—To Sergeant W . Mowatt and Mrs . Mowatt , at Stobhill General 
Hospital, a daughter, Katherin Elizabeth, on 29th September. 

(Both the above of Army Information Office, Glasgow) 

Of 281J1 Regiment 

J O N E S . — T o Staff Sergeant and Mrs . W . K . Jones, at R .A.F . Hospital, 
Wegberg, on 12th August , 1963, daughter , Lynn. 

R A T T R A Y . — T o Signalman and Mrs . C . O. Rattray, at Ross Hospital, 
Paisley, on 13th August, 1963, a son, William Christopher. 

M U R G A T R O Y D . — T o Corporal and Mrs . W. Murgatroyd, at St. John 's 
Hospital, Keighley, on 23rd August, 1963, a son, Keith. 

H A R L A N D . — T o Corporal and Mrs . C. J . Harland, at R .A.F . Hospital, 
Wegberg, on 2nd October, 1963, a son, Garry Nigel. 

R Y A L L . — T o Corporal and Mrs. D . J . Ryall, at R .A.F . Hospital, Weg-
berg, on 9th October, 1963, a daughter , Susan. 

Congratulations also to the following (all of 2nd Regiment): 
Corporal J. Surcouf, daughter , Tracey Anne, b o m on 12th Sept. , 1963; 

S'gnalman B. Rockett, daughter , Angela, b o m on i8 th Sept. , 1963; 
Corporal T . Blanckley, son, Guy Nathan , born on 30th Sept. , 1963; 
Signalman D . L . Wilson, daughter , Diane, bora on 8th Aug. , 1963; 
Sergeant E . Vintis (R.E.M.E.) , son, Frank , b o m on 6th Sept. , 1963. 

Movements — Warrant 
December, 1963. 

W.O. I 
W . O . I I 
W . O . I I 
W . O . I I 
W . O . I I 
W . O . I I 
W . O . I I 
W . O . I I 
W . O . I I 
W . O . I I 
W . O . I I 
W . O . I I 
W . O . I I 
W . O . I I 
W . O . I I 

H . J. Crocker 
J . V. WUliams 
D . I . Tombs 

R. Bibby .. . 
G . J . Cockrill 
J . H . Coleman 
D . J . Wadley 
A. J . Wingate 
R. G . Aitken 
R. D . Allen 
G . J . Emery 
J . A. Morr is 
G . E . Parfitt 
K. H a w ' « s 
N . L . Kinch 

A / W . O . I I D . W. Hunte r . . . 
A / W . O . I I J . R . Jacobs 
Staff Sergeant A. G. M . Buckland 
Staff Sergeant E . P. D . Howe . . . 
Staff Sergsant B. T u r n e r 
Staff Sergeant S. Hughes 
Staff Sergeant R. E . Brooks . . . 
Staff Sergeant P . A. Williams . . . 
Staff Sergeant G . E . Shakeshaft 
Staff Sergeant J . P . Steeples . . . 
Staff Sergeant T . M . Stoddart 
Staff Sergeant A. Sharp 
Staff Sergeant J. L . E . Walke 
Staff Sergeant R. Gilmour 
Staff Sergeant C. N . Armitage 
A/Staff Sergeant P . G . Burgess 
Sergeant P . W . Gray 
Sergeant J . H . Jackson 
Sergeant D. Carr 
Sergeant B. A. Meachin 
Sergeant P. A. Thornber 
Sergeant W . E . Grieve 
Sergeant R. V. Doyle 
Sergeant J . S. Pearson 
Sergeant D . K. Harvey 
Sergeant R. L . Tricker 
Sergeant J. A. Phillips 
Serges.it S. H . Wandby 
Sergeant D . F . Potter 
Sergeant M . A. T ru ran 
Sergeant H . J. Paul 
Sergeant J. David 
Sergeant P. Mannion 
Sergeant A. W . A. Charlton . . . 
Sergeant J. H . Richardson . . . 
Sergeant J. McNaughton 
Sergeant B. R . Lay 
Sergeant C. J . Meredi th 
Sergeant G. Geldard 
Sergeant R. Morr is 
Sergeant W . O. Thomas 
Sergeant A. A. Tinsley 
Sergeant J. A. S. Joyce 
Sergeant B. F . Robinson 
Sergeant D . J. Loome 
Sergea-nt K. Owens 
Sergeant E . N . B. Ferguson .. . 
Sergeant E . L . Bates 
Sergeant E. Rapson 
Sergeant L . C. Thomas 
Sergeant C. G . King 
Sergeant J. Murdoch 
Sergeant R . V. Fenster 
Sergeant C. J. Walton 
Sergeant A. S. Cottilard 
Sergeant M . O. Wilson 
Sergeant W . S. Beadle 
Sergeant D . Havdon 
Sergeant R . O . W. Crowns . . . 
Sergeant J . V. Prees 
Sergeant B. J . Stoddard 
A/Sergeant J . A. Scrutton . . . 

Oftteers and Sergeants, 

T o Royal Signals Records 
„ 15/19 Hussais Sig.ial T r o o p 
„ A.A.S. , Harrogate 
„ 316 Squadron (T.A.) 
,, 19th Regiment 
„ 237 Squadron 
„ 41st Regiment (T.A.) 
,, 13th Regiment 
„ 24th Regiment 
„ 205 Squadron 
„ 208 Squadron 
„ 5 is t Regiment (T.A.) 
„ 46th Regiment (T .A. ) 
,, 2nd Regiment 
„ 9th Regiment 
„ 22nd S.A.S. Regiment 
„ 3rd Regiment 
,, 30th Regiment 
„ is t Regiment 
„ 13th Regiment 
„ School of Signals 
,, 22nd Regiment 
„ H.Q. , S .H.A.P.E. 
„ 30th Regiment 
„ 539 Troop 
„ Sth Regiment 
„ School of S'gnals 
„ School of Signals 
„ 24th Regiment, R.A. , Sig. T p . 
„ 4th Regiment 
,, 3rd Regiment 
„ 632 Troop 
„ School of Signals 
„ School of S.gnals 
„ School of Signals 
„ School of S gnals 
„ 13th Regiment 
„ School of S gnals 
,, School of S'gnals 
„ School of Signals 
„ School of S.gnals 
„ School of S gnals 
„ School of Signals 
,, School of Signals 

School of Signals 
School of Signals 
School of Signals 
School of S'gnals 
7th Regiment 
2nd Regiment 
School of Signals 
2nd Regiment, R.A. , Sig. T p . 
R .M.A. , Sandhurst 
A.A.S. , Harrogate 
School of Signals 
211 Squadron 
205 Squadron 
A.A.S. , Harrogate 
19th Regiment 
261 Squadron 
229 Squadron 
208 Squadron 
204 Squadron 
24th Regiment 
249 Squaaron 

, R .M.A. , Sandhurst 
, 518 Troop 
, 207 Squadron 
, 640 Troop 
, 203 Squadron 
, 254 Sqtmdron 
, 263 Squadron 
, 640 Troop 
, 19th Regiment, R.A. , Sig. T p . 
, n t h Regiment (2 Squadron) 
, 13th. Regiment 
, S .R.D.E. 
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Promotions 
(,up to the end of October) 

REGIMENTAL D U T Y ROSTER 

T o W . O . I I 

T o S Sgt. 

T o W.O. I 

T o W . O . I I 

T o W.O. I 

T o W.O. I 

T o W.O. I 
T o Sgt. 

T o Sgt. 

2549648 
22522466 

254966s 
22547751 
22296242 
I44427I9 
22774067 
22548347 
22773128 
21022080 

A / W . O . I I 
S Sgt. 
S Sgt. 
S Sgt. 
S Sgt. 
A / W . O . I I 
A / S Sgt. 
A / S Sgt. 
Sgt. 
Sgt. 

Timson, C. E . 
D e Clancy V. 
Hill, A. R . 
Cockcroft , R. 
Waterworth, K. 
Morris, A. 
Judge, R . J . 
Gibson, A. 
Rhodie, J. M . 
Gillmon, C. J. 

New Old 
Sen. No. Sen. No. 

5020 5960 
5030 6060 
5040 6120 
5050 5940 

A. 5060 5134 
5070 4360 
7580 800 (Fd) 
7590 740 (Fd) 
7600 760 (Fd) 
7610 4310 (Op) 

FOREMAN OF SIGNALS ROSTER 

Allen, W . R. 
Frost , E . M . 
Scott, W . P. 

232528s W . O . I I 
14443158 W . O . I I 
21005382 S Sgt. 

YEOMAN OF SIGNALS ROSTER 

2548646 A / W . O . I Clark, J . N . 

SIGNAL CENTRE SUPERVISOR ROSTER 

2549484 A / W . O . I O'Toole, T . C. 

870 
770 

1240 1130 

670 
680 

420 640 

TECHNICAL ROSTER 

22203531 S Sgt. Dunlevy, J . M . M . 660 470 

23234274 Cpl . Webster, J . H . 4120 5000 
23513897 Cpl. Hall, C . 4200 6450 

OPERATING ROSTER 

22983675 A / S g t . Wotten, D. S. J. 10770 15350 
23462157 Cpl. Helme, W . 10780 21164 
22515171 Cpl. Taylor, J . 10790 7320 
22569968 Cpl . We b b , K . W. 10800 10900 
22515006 A / S g t . Adams, K. R. 10810 12110 
22983322 Cpl. Hewit t , G . W. F . 10820 17290 
22775168 A / S g t . Morgan , J. H . 10830 17330 
23493829 A / S g t . Childs, K. A. 10840 22970 

FIELD ROSTER 

T o Sgt. 22296802 Cpl. 
23499033 Cpl. 

Skinner, T . 
Ferguson, E. N . B. 

W.O. I 
S Sgt. 

W.O . I 
S Sgt. 

I N S E R T I O N 
OPERATING ROSTER 

22309225 Sgt. Harris, R. 

D E L E T I O N S 
REGIMENTAL D U T Y ROSTER 

840 870 
1900 

FOREMAN OF SIGNALS ROSTER 

570 

3720 1390 
3750 4130 

7594 

510 
960 

W . O . I I 
Sgt. 

W . O . I 

Sgt. 

Sgt. 

T o W.O. I 

T o W . O . I I 

200 
2640 

190 

860 

TECHNICAL ROSTER 

CHIEF CLERKS ROSTER 

F I E L D ROSTER 

1490 2030 3104 

OPERATING ROSTER 

1 3500 

I N S E R T I O N S 
YEOMAN OF SIGNALS ROSTER 

3240 

T o S Sgt. 

2459317 W.O. I 

2549470 W.O. I 

22212484 W . O . I I 

2548654 W . O . I I 

22442394 W . O . I I 

22537286 W . O . I I 

2549024 W . O . I I 

22537234 W . O . I I 

22515761 W . O . I I 

14191883 S Sgt. 

21005835 S Sgt. 

Duncan, D. 

Burge, D . A. 

Hudson , A. A. 

Heard, J . D . 

Elliott, J . J. 

Culbert , J. V. 

Alborough, D . H. A. 

Coaker, R. G. 

Lit t lejohn, W. A. 

Gwynne, W. G . 

Howie, A. M. P. 

30 190 
(Sig. Cen. Spvr.) 

150 394 
(Sig. Cen. Spvr.) 

340 854 
(SIg. Cen. Spvr.) 

390 930 
(Sig. Ccn. Spvr.) 

660 1210 
(Sig. Cen. Spvr.) 

720 1270 
(Sig. Cen. Spvr.) 

770 620 
(Y. of S.) 

790 1330 
(Sig. Cen, Spvr.) 

800 640 
(Y. of S.) 

40 4670 
(R. Duty) 

360 950 
(Sig. Cen. Spvr ; 

€ORRICiENDA 

Owing to a printer's error the rank of W.O.II was inadver-
tently omitted in the Promotions column published in the 
November number of THE WIRE and slight confusion has been 
created. The omission was under Insertions: Yeoman of 
Signals Roster. The corrected paragraph is re-published in 
column one. 

A Trip to Jerabub 
B Y LANCE-CORPORAL G E N T 

3rd REGIMEIVT 

LANCE-CORPORAL GENT, signalmen McDonald, Cooper, 
Massam, with two Land Rovers loaded with rations, 

water and petrol, set off on the 21st September for Jerabub, an 
oasis village, which is the burial place of Libyan royalty, 180 
miles south of El Adem. 

Our route was along an old camel track, which was straight 
but very uneven and dusty. The drive down took us 10 hours 
due to punctures and petrol blockages, and was uninteresting 
apart from the occasional relic left from World War II. 

When only four miles from our destination we had another 
puncture, so whilst one crew drove into the village to get our 
three tubes mended, we set up camp for the night. 

Early the next morning we drove into the village. It was 
like driving into an " Arabian Nights " village and we expected 
Ali Baba and the 40 thieves to turn up at any moment. Jerabub 
is a fortress village, built on a hill and pleasantly surrounded 
by palm trees. We stopped outside the police post and were 
greeted by the chief of police. (In his best uniform). After 
trying, without luck, to mend our punctures, we sent a message 
back to base via Libyan police radio, saying we would try to 
get back without any spare wheels, and if we were not in by 
dawn the 23rd to send a helicopter for us. 

After a meal we were escorted round the village, and then 
we visited the Mosque. We met the Sheikh who showed us 
around his Mosque. Inside it was more like a palace, rich 
carpets on the floor, big chandeliers hung everywhere, and all 
the woodwork was hand carved. In the centre of the main hall 
was a big brass cage and inside was the tomb of the fortieth 
grandson of the prophet Mohammed, alongside were graves of 
various royal personages. 

After looking around the Mosque we were invited to have 
tea at the Sheikh's house (arabi chai!). We later left the village 
and were shown some old Italian gun emplacements still 
camouflaged from the war. Among the ruins we found bones 
of what we were told were Italian soldiers! 

When the time came for our return to base we were all sorry 
to leave. I wish we could have stopped there longer. We set off 
at 13.30 hours and had a good trip back to El Adem without 
incident. We arrived at base at 19.00 hours tired, but having 
really enjoyed ourselves. 

Subscribers are asked to note the fo l l owing:— 
(a) Correspondence in connection with the Journal 

of the Royal Signals Institution, the Royal 
Signals Booklet, Photographs of H.R.H. T h e 
Princess Royal and the Royal Signals Museum 
should be addressed to the Royal Signals 
I N S T I T U T I O N . 

(b) Correspondence in connection with THE 
WIRE, Royal Signals List, Association Sub-
scriptions, Benevolent Fund subscriptions and 
donations. Corps Clothing and Employment 
should be addressed to the Royal Signals 
A S S O C I A T I O N . 

Have you placed a standing order Jar 

a copy of The Wire ? 

Why not do so now ? 
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The Royal Canadian Corps of Signals 
Diamond Jubilee Celebrations 20th-22nd September 1963 

The Master of Signals represents the Corps 

A S P E C I A L General Order, published in Canada on 24th 
October, 1903, authorised the formation of a Canadian 

Signalling Corps (Militia) with an establishment of 18 officers 
and 72 other ranks. Continuously, from that date, a separate 
signals arm has been part of the Canadian Army. 

T o Australia belongs pride of place as the first country to 
establish a signals arm, in that small separate signal units 
existed from 1869 to 1882 and from 1885 to 1901; but there 
were breaks in continuity, and prior to World War I signals 
in the Australian Army became the responsibility of the Corps 
of Austrahan Engineers. 

T h e Royal Canadian Corps of Signals is therefore the oldest 
of the Commonwealth Signals Corps, and has now completed 
sixty years of continuous existence. It is with the celebration 
of this Diamond Jubilee that this article is chiefly concerned. 

T h e celebrations were held in conjunction with annual general 
meeting of the Canadian Signals Association at Vimy Barracks, 
Kingston, Ontario, which has been the home of the Royal 
Canadian School of Signals since i937-

On Friday, 20th September, proceedings began with a meet-
ing of the Council of the Canadian Signals Association, during 
which the Master of Signals, Major-General Sir William A . 
Scott, K.C.M.G., C.B., C.B.E., addressed the assembled members. 
T h e Master of Signals attended all the events of the week-end 
and represented the Royal Corps of Signals, whose ties with 
the Royal Canadian Corps of Signals have always been close. 

O n Friday evening a Corps Mess Dinner was held in the 
Officers' Mess. Brigadier C. S. McKee , C.B.E., E.D.. Honorary 
Colonel Commandant of the Royal Canadian Corps of Signals, 
presided. During the dinner Brigadier M c K e e read a message 
of loyal greetings, which had been sent to H.R.H. T h e Princess 
Royal, Golonel-in-Chief of the Royal Canadian Corps of Signals, 
and Her Royal Highness's gracious reply. Major-General Gibbs 
presented to the Corps, on behalf of the United States" Army 
Signal Corps, a very fine set of books containing the official 
history of the Signal Corps during World War II and Korea, 
and the Master of Signals presented to the Corps, on behalf 
of Royal Signals, a fine gold beU with a diamond-studded 
handle, contained in a leather case. During his speech, the 
Master of Signals read a further message from H.R.H. T h e 
Princess Royal, which he had been entrusted to deliver. 

T h e following morning, after the annual general meeting of 
the Association had been held, a parade of some one thousand 

T h e Mas te r o f Signals, M a j o r - G e n e r a l Sir W i l l i a m A . S c o t t , K . C . M . G . , C . B . , 
C.B.E. , c o n d u c t s t h e Band o f t h e Roya l Canad ian C o r p s o f Signals In " B e g o n e 
d u l l c a r e " a f t e r t h e C o r p s Mess D i n n e r a t Vinny Bar racks , K i n g s t o n , O n t a r i o , 

o n 2 0 t h S e p t e m b e r , 1963 

During the celebrations a plaque was presented on behalf of all 
those Officers of Royal Signals who had the privilege of serving on 

'exchange' duty with Royal Canadian Signals 

all ranks of the Corps, both Regular and Militia, assembled 
on the cricket field in Kingston, opposite the Court House, 
where His Worship, Mayor W . T . MiUs, inspected the parade 
and afterwards read a proclamation awarding " T h e Royal 
Canadian Corps of Signals . . . in perpetuity . . . the freedom 
to march through the streets of Kingston with bayonets fixed 
and drums beating." This honour was granted in recognition 
of the long association of the Corps with the city, from the 
time Major W . B. M . Carruthers, himself a Kingstonian, was 
the officer instrumental in obtaining approval for the formation 
of the Corps in 1903, to the present day. 

After the parade there was little time for relaxation, for at 
3 p.m. a large number of all ranks and their families assembled 
in one of the School drill halls for tea, after which Brigadier 
A. W . Beament, C.B.E., V.D., Q.C., formerly Honorary Colonel 
Commandant of the Corps, officially declared open the new 
Royal Canadian Corps of Signals' Museum in the Forde 
Building at Vimy Barracks. 

Following a visit to the Museum, a brief respite was again 
available until the evening, when Ajiniversary Balls were held 
in the Officers' and Sergeants' Messes and in the Anderson 
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After dedication at the War Memorial, Vimy Barracks, Lieutenant 
R. J . H. Theal<ston bears the Boole of Remembrance to its final 
resting place flanked by members of the escort party and the 

Guard of Honour 

Gymnasium for the others ranks. So ended Saturday—or, 
rather, early Sunday morning, as is not unusual on such 
occasions! 

However, re-accoutred and, for those who had time for 
breakfast, fortified, the troops gathered again on Sunday morn-
ing at 10.30 a.m. for a Protestant Drumhead Service on the 
parade square at Vimy Barracks and a Roman Catholic Service 
in a drill hall. A t the conclusion of these services, the parades 
ccumbined and, after a march past, at which Brigadier J. E. 
Genet, C.B.E., M.C., C.D., Honorary Colonel Commandant of the 
Corps, 1948 to 1954, took the salute, and marched to the 
War Memorial entrance to the barracks.* There, in a short, 
but most impressive ceremony, a Book of Remembrance was 
dedicated. 

After the dedication, troops on parade were iparched ofif to 
line the route from the War Memorial to the Forde Building. 
Along this route, the Book of Remembrance, escorted by a 
loo-man guard of honour, provided by I Signal Unit and led 
by the Corps Band, was carried at the slow march to its 
final resting place in the foyer of the Forde Building. 

* See THE WIRE, December, 1962. 
I 

Destination Dharan 
B Y CORPORAL D . T . W A L L , GURKHA SIGNALS 

A L U C K Y chance takes Corporal Wall, on cipher duties, 
from the steaming heat of Malaya to within 80 miles of 

Mount Everes t 

In the month of June I had the good fortune to be posted, on 
temporary duty, to Dharan, in the Himalayan state of Nepal. 
It happened that the sole cipher operator in Dharan was ill in 
hospital and the detachment required a replacement: I under-
took this " existing mission." 

T o get to Dharan I had to take the train to Singapore and 
thence from Paya Lebar Airport to Calcutta via Bangkok (where 
I spent an interesting ten hours sightseeing) and Rangoon in 
Burma. 

On arrival in Calcutta I was met by Sergeant " M i c k " 
Bright, the radio technician from Dharan Cantonment. He was 
on leave in Calcutta at the time and he took me to the transit 
mess for an overnight stay. 

T h e following night I boarded the Indian North East 
Frontier Railway train for Jogbani in Northern India. Amidst 
plenty of useful advice such as " Keep the doors locked " and 
" D o n ' t let anyone in at all costs"—this was due to the 
prevalence of bandits and thieves—I was on my way. T h e 
night passed uneventfully and at approximately 8 o'clock in 
the morning I arrived at the banks of the mighty Ganges river. 
I disembarked from the train and boarded a river ferry that 
looked like something out of the American Civil War. By this 
time I was quite hungry and soon found what was supposed 

to be a first class dining room; in actual fact it resembled a 
third rate version of " Smoky Joe's." A little Indian boy with 
a white(?) turban on his head served me with coffee and toast. 
After the meal I resolved that this would be the last meal I 
would eat until my destination was reached. 

On the far side of the river (which took about an hour to 
cross) I boarded a train bound for Katihar where one changed 
trains again. Whilst I was waiting for the train to pull out of 
Manihari Ghat—that was the name of the northern side of the 
Ganges crossing point—I saw some sights that I find difficult 
to believe even now. There were beggars by the score and 
not one of them looked as though he would last the day. They 
all had only one piece of rag each with which to cover them-
selves. I later became used to these sights, however, since it is 
like this wherever one travels in India. T h e trip to Jogbani 
was quite boring after crossing the Ganges since one travels all 
the way across the great plain of India and on all sides there 
is nothing to be seen but rice, paddy and grass houses or huts. 

On arrival at Jogbani I was met by Sergeants " Jock " Stuart 
and Roy Malcolm of the R . A . M C. They both work in the 
B.M.H. at Dharan. T h e trip to Dharan from Jogbani is thirty-
five miles on a first-class road built by the Royal Engineers. 
Jogbani is in India but Dharan is about 35 miles inside the 
border of Nepal and is situated at the foot of the Himalayan 
mountains. I travelled the thirty-five miles to Dharan Canton-
ment by Land Rover and arrived without mishap. Altogether 
the trip from Singapore to Dharan—including overnight stops 
— h a d taken nearly three days; twenty-four hours of which had 
been spent travelling on Indian Railways. 

T h e Signals detachment in Dharan comprises Lieutenant G . 
D. Birch as detachment commander. Sergeant " Wally " Walters 
as D.S.O. and cipher sergeant, and Sergeant " M i c k " Bright 
on the technical side. Staff Sergeant Bijai Singh is assistant to 
Sergeant Bright and Sergeant Pardiman is assistant Signal 
Centre D.S.O. Both the latter are Gurkha N.C.O.s and a better 
pair of fellows one could not wish to meet. 

Dharan Cantonment derives its name from the nearby town 
of Dharan and is frowned upon from the north, east and west 
by hills and mountains ranging from 5,000 to 6,500 feet in 
height. On the southern side there is an eight mile depth of 
jungle which reaches to the perimeter of the camp: beyond 
that the great plain of India begins. 

Whilst at Dharan I undertook a trip into the hills and visited 
a chalet which the Royal Engineers were building (with the 
help of a grant from the Nuffield Trust) on top of one of the 
hiUs. On a clear day Mount Everest can be seen quite clearly. 
I did not, unfortunately, see Mount Everest myself as the 
clouds had descended and the view was limited to a distance 
of approximately one hundred yards. Everest, for point of 
interest, is eighty miles to the north of Dharan. 

When the Nepalese come down from the hills they stare in 
wonder at the camp. I think the street lighting especially 
intrigues them since it is doubtful whether they have ever seen 
anything like it before. Their life, by contrast, is very primitive 
and they are a simple living people. Every man carries a kukri 
with him wherever he goes. T h e kukri is a king-sized, broad-
bladed knife which the Nepalese can use to good effect in a 
fight. They are a tough, hardy race of people and appear very 
happy in their mode of life. 

T h e purpose of the signals detachment at Dharan is to provide 
communications between Nepal, Singapore and Calcutta. This 
is done by two radio links; one for the Nepal network and the 
other working direct to H.Q. F A R E L F . T o be posted there 
would not exactly appeal to anyone who enjoys city life, i.e. 
bright lights, bars and other forms of entertainments, since 
there are none of these things. Golf is the main pursuit of the 
cantonment during leisure hours followed by walks into the 
surrounding countryside. There is football, badminton and all 
the usual conventional sports. Once a week there is a film show. 
Apart from these activities life is very quiet. Not being very 
good at any of these sports I was fortunate in finding a 
companion in Sergeant " Ray " Price of the R.E.M.E. Since he 
possessed a rifle we did venture into the surrounding jungle 
but failed to " b a g " anything, although we did see plenty of 
monkeys which screamed down at us from their lofty perches. 
We also saw several brilliantly coloured birds (feathered type!). 
It was an afternoon well spent. 

M y stay in Dharan lasted two months—until Sergeant 
Walters returned to the harness—and then I made the return 
trip to Seremban, Malaya, where, no doubt, I shall finish my 
tour. One never knows. Hong Kong may run out of operators! 
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Who or What are the Trucial Oman Scouts? 

Y O U may wish 
w h e n yom have read this! 

WHO or what the Trucial Oman Scouts? This question 
is usually answered by raised eyebrows, a shrug of the 

shoulders and a blank look that makes it abundantly clear that 
the person questioned has never heard of the Scouts, let alone 
knows who or what they do. This is in many respects an excel-
lent situation and even one to be encouraged provided a channel 
exists through which the special men required for this very 
special force can be recruited. Unfortunately this is not the 
case. All British ranks in the Scouts are seconded from the 
British Army and the Scouts are therefore obliged to emerge 
from their shell of reticence and publicise the fact that a few 
select individuals are required to fill various posts in this 
select force. 

The intention of this article is to answer the question, " Who 
or what are the Trucial Oman Scouts," with particular emphasis 
on that section of the Scouts that deals with the important 
question of communications, namely the Signal Squadron. 

First then a brief outline of the history that led up to the 
forming of the Force. What is now known as the Trucial Coast 
first came to the notice of Britain in the i8th century. It was 
from this coast that a large and efficient pirate fleet operated, 
preying upon the rich commerce pouring in and out of India. 
By the beginning of the 19th century this pirate force had be-
come such menace that Britain took action and in 1819 a 
powerful British Force was sent to restore peace along the 
Pirate Coast. Finally in 1853 a maritime truce was agreed upon 
between Great Britain and the ruling local Sheikhs and piracy 
came to an end. This was how the coast came to be known 
" Trucial Coast" and the name dates from the period of the 
signing of the agreement. It was not, however, until about 
1950 that Britain decided to take a more active part in the 
internal affairs of the country. The Sheikhs still waged war on 
each other and although the high seas were comparatively 
peaceful it was anything but peaceful on land (as recently as 
1947 there was fight'ng between two of the larger Sheikhdoms 
of Abu Dhabi and Dubai). Thus in 1951 Britain formed the 
Trucial Oman Levies, later to be known as the Trucial Oman 
Scouts, and took on the burden of maintaining law and order 
along this hostile coast. 

Seven Independent Sheikhdoms 

IT is important at this stage to know something of the country 
in which the Scouts operate to be able to appreciate the task 

imposed upon them. The territory consists of seven independent 
Sheikhdoms stretching from the Qatar peninsular in the west 
to the Gulf of Oman in the east and bordering on the Persian 
Gulf on the one hand and Saudi Arabia and Muscat on the 
other. Geographically the country can be divided into four 
areas. Along the coast is a belt of barren salt marsh, known 
locally as Sabkhat, which presents an excellent surface when 
dry but becomes glutinous and treacherous when wet. In the 
eastern sector there are the mountains (Jebal) that border on 
Muscat; here the land is fertile, though forbidding in appear-
ance, with an abundance of fresh sweet water and a glorious 
climate in winter. Travelling westwards from the mountains 
there are the fiat gravel plains upon which a little vegetation 
grows and which in turn lead on to the last and largest area— 
the sand. 

There are by local standards, three major towns in the 
area. Abu Dhabi which is rapidly expanding now that oil has 
been found in its state; Dubai, also rapidly expanding but 
through reasons of trade, for it is the centre of commerce 
in the States situated as it is on an ideal natural harbour formed 
by a tidal creek; and finally Sharjah, whose main source of 
wealth is derived from the Scouts and R.A.F , both of whom 
have their H.Q. there. There is also the famous Buraimi Oasis 
which is a large fertile area that sits astride the main routes 
to the coast from Muscat and Saudi Arabia. It was here that 

a dispute over borders almost resulted in war between Britain 
and Saudi Arabia in 1955. 

The role of the Scouts is first that of keeping the peace in 
the area and secondly of guarding the frontiers from armed 
incursion. 

Keeping the peace is no mean task 

KEEPING the peace is no mean task in this vast area and 
an indication of the importance and the type of task which 

the Scouts have given is the fact that the Scouts are " On Active 
Service" permanently. The force is broken down into F H . Q . 
Depot, five Rifle Squadrons, a Signal Squadron, " S " and " T " 
Squadron, Medical Contingent, and Workshops. Four of the 
Rifle Squadrons are permanently detached to cover the most 
important areas and to each of these Squadrons is attached a 
section of signallers—'their only link with the outside world. 

The Signal Squadron from which these men come is 118 
and two Officers strong; 25 of this number are B.O.R.s, in-
cluding a S.S M., S.Q.M.S., radio technicians, radio and tele-
graph operators, cypher operators, electrician drivers and one 
clerk technician—indeed a select few as can be seen! The 
remainder of the Squadron are Arab O.R.s recruited mainly 
from the Trucial States with a few from Pakistan, India and 
Persia. The Arabs in the main have not been coloured by 
Westernization and are still the true courteous gentlemen one 
reads about. 

The British element of the Squadron is based in Sharjah; 
" based" for some implies spending perhaps 2-3 weeks in a 
month touring the outstations, exercising or on operations. 
The most travelled men in the Force are probably members of 
the Signal Squadron for theirs is an uixending job of repairs, 
maintenance, and operating that goes on 24 hours a day, seven 
days a week. 

A permanent Comcen is operated at Sharjah and here a 
24 hours radio watch is kept. Here the Command Net (i.e. to 
the detached outstations) is controlled and from here the only 
touch with the outside world is maintained—a one-to-one radio 
link to Bahrain some 300 miles away. In this Force radio is 
the kingpin, for, apart from a 40 line F and F in Sharjah, 
line communications are non-existent. 

Such is the nature of the Scouts and its job that the entire 
Force it at four hours notice to move. T o achieve this, vehicles 
of the Signal Squadron, which also provide communications for 
the mobile elements of the Force, are constantly " bwmbed up " 
and ready to move. For example, six of the eight Sharjah based 
signal vehicles are F.FR. 's or C.V.'s and are always fully 
loaded. Two of a total of six Land Rovers in the Rifle 
Squadrons are also F.F.R. and are also ready to move at very 
short notice. In addition to this, odd radio detachments are 
constantly being called for when a complete Force H.Q. or 
Squadron is not required. 

Light, Fast and Moving 
r r i H E Scouts, being a light, fast moving Force, require special 
JL administrative backing and demand a special standard of 

living in the desert from its soldiers. Here one does not 
see the lumbering cookhouse vehicles with the vast administra-
tive areas and queues of men lining up for their food. Nor 
does one see special sleeping areas with tents and washing 
facilities, etc. Here the men look after themselves—entirely. A 
crew is required to be self-sufficient for four days, and some-
times longer for small detachments. Here, in the Scouts, the 
only order necessary to get individuals moving is detailing 
which crews (vehicles) are required, time of netting and E.T.D. 
—the rest is up to the individual! 

Because of this high state of readiness, every B.O.R. lives 
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with a box containing all the food, cooking and eating utensils 
necessary to keep him going from four days upwards; this is 
never touched, except when out, for he never knows when he 
is likely to be called out. 

Sleeping under anything but the stars is unheard of, and 
everyone from the senior officer down sleeps beside his own 
particular vehicle when out on operations or on exercises. 

This, however, is just one facet of the Scouts. What ever 
nine-tenths of the force are doing, the static net to the out-
stations must still be maintained on a 24-hour basis. To do 
this, in this climate, requires constant checks and maintenance, 
and it has been found that, except for major repairs, it is 
easier to move the tech or ED to the Squadron than to 
send in the equipment. Small parties of techs or ED's are 
therefore constandy moving from one location to another, carry-
ing out this all-important work. As when the Force is on 
operations or exercises, so these men are also required to be 
completely self-contained, for they cannot be fed at the out-
stations, and in any case, breakdowns in the desert are frequent 
and very often the men are stranded for hours at a time. 

The country in which the Force operates takes its heavy 
toll of equipment. As already stated, sand and mountains are 
the basic ingredients; add to this temperatures that vary from 
as low as SO°F. in the winter to anything up to I30°F. 
(in the shade) during the summer; the fact that no roads, as 
such, exist in the whole territory—at the best one can expect 
a track, which is likely to be washed away during heavy rain-
storms or obliterated during sandstorms; few accurate maps, 
and certainly no system of signposting, so map-reading is very 
largely a question of knowing the route. In other words, 
terrain that would be considered impassable by normal standards 
is the normal everyday fare for Scouts, with the resultant 
hammering inflicted upon equipment—radios, generators and 
vehicles. 

Such then, in brief, is the working life of the Scouts. But 

what of the off-duty pursuits? These, for the size and type 
of Force, and especially in this type of country, are incredibly 
good. Where, for instance, can one expea to be able to sail— 
with expert tuition if required—there are two catamarans, one 
Osprey, four Piccolos, two canoes; ride (also taught by a quali-
fied riding instructor) and there are 18 ponies; fish, both off-
shore and deep sea (a Scouts' dhow takes fishing parties out); 
and, of course, swimming, and what is more, in conditions 
during the winter that would be the envy of the South 
of France. 

In addition to this, the Scouts run soccer, hockey and 
cricket, who play locd teams, and next year, it is hoped, 
will go as far afield as Bahrain. The facilities for the field 
games are soon to be improved with the addition of a new 
pavilion and several new grounds. 

Here, then, is the opportunity for the right type of man 
to do a job that is unique in the British A m y today. Here 
he can be sure he will be doing the job "l ive," for which he 
has trained and practised in numerous other units. This is 
soldiering in every sense of the word. It is hard, very hard, 
on occasions; there is little break, except when leave comes 
around; sometimes there is monotony—^the type to be found 
in the " Big Sands" of the deserts and in the intense heat 
of the summer; but, above all, there is a sense of achievment 
and of a job worth doing. 

This is a small, specialised Force, which has built up over 
the years an esprit de corps second to none and a reputation 
the equal of any. A sense of Regimental pride is apparent in 
the bearing of the men and the way they wear their practical, 
though colourful uniform. 

But for those who remain unconvinced, there is an opportunity 
to speak to and hear the views of Scouts at first hand. Visit 
The Crown, Brewer Street, Piccadilly, W.i . , the Scouts' pub, 
where members and ex-members of the Force gather to 
reminisce over a pint, particularly on a Friday evening or 
Saturday lunch time. 

VACANCIES iN THE DIPLOMATIC WIRELESS SERVICE OF THE FOREIGN OFFICE 

The Diplomatic Wireless Service has vacancies for radio engineering staff at Hanslope Park near Wolverton in 
North Buckinghamshire. 

The work involves the use of HF, VHF, UHF and microwave receivers, associated test equipment, recorders 
and audio amplifiers. 

Selected candidates must be prepared, if necessary, to undertake trips overseas of three to six weeks duration, 
unaccompanied by their families, up to three or four times a year. 

Appointments wiU be in the grade Engineer Technician Grade III £886 (at age 26 and over) to £1,059. 
Reduced starting salaries apply to younger candidates. 
Good opportunities exist for advancement to Grade II (£1,059 - £1,208) and Grade I (£1,208 - £1,487) and, for 

the exceptional officer, to higher grades. 
Applicants, vvho should be at least 22 years old, should hold one of the following, or an equivalent qualification: 
(a) O.N.C. (Electrical) or, 
(b) City and Guilds Intermediate Certificate in Telecommunications Engineering (old syllabus), plus Radio III, or 
(c) City and Guilds Intermediate Certificate in Telecommunications (new syllabus), plus Mathematics B, Tele-

communications Principles B, and Radio and Line Transmission B. 
Applicants must have had an apprenticeship (or its equivalent) giving a good comprehensive training and having 

experience in skilled work in the radio communications field. Training and experience together must amount to 
eight years: higher qualifications and an understanding of radio propagation at all frequencies would be an advantage. 

Selection will be by interview. 
Appointments will be on an unestablished basis, but there will be opportunities for candidates to compete for 

establishment at a later date. 
Candidates and both their parents must have been British subjects at all times since birth. 
Candidate must be prepared to undergo medical examination. 
Applications, in writing, giving age, qualifications and experience to the Personnel Officer, Diplomatic Wireless 

Service, Hanslope Park, Wolverton, Bucks., and quoting Box F.S.i . 
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Calling CQ DOG X RA Y 
By G3RUS 

(Being a resume of The Royal Signals Amateur Radio Society 1961-63) 

The Beginning 

FROM a humble beginning at the turn of the century, 
amateur radio has now grown to become an established 

institution. 
Throughout the world (on a 1961 count) well over 250,000 

amateur stations were in being, of which some 20,000 plus 
are U . K . amateurs. 

It is not surprising, therefore, to find that a certain number 
of these enthusiasts have Royal Signals connections. 

T h e idea of a Corps Amateur Road Society has been mooted 
many times since 1945, and many avenues have been pursued 
and explored in the interim period. 

High on the list of pioneers who have done much to 
establish this Society must rank Major-General E. S. Qale, 
C.B., C.B.E. (G2EC) and Major Dennis Haylock (G3 A D Z ) . 
There are, of course, numerous others who have helped and 
supported the cause. 

However, it was not until June, 1961, that, through the 
efforts of the Signal Officer-in-Chief (Major-General A. M. W . 
Whistler, C.B.E.) and Major-General E. S. Cole, C.B., C.B.E. 
(as Director of Telecommunications), the Society received the 
Corps blessing and held its inaugural meeting at Blandford 
Camp on 23rd June, 1961. 

At this first meeting the rules of the Society were drawn 
up, listing, among others, the following purpose and objects: 

(a) " T o promote and foster the spirit of amateur radio as 
a hobby in all respects, but with special reference to 
R O Y A L S I G N A L S . " 

(b) " T o promote, by example and advice, technical and 
operating skill in accordance with the Amateur Radio 
Service Regulations in force for the time being." 

The Present 
T h e Society is now two years old and, in spite of the numer-

ous difficulties (not the least the frequent postings of Council 
members) its membership has almost trebled (from 80 in 
November, 1961, to 220 in October 1963). T h e latter figure 
includes 14 affiliated clubs (Squadrons/Regiments). Figures 
relate only to active, paid-up memberships. 

Membership is open to all past or present members of Royal 
Signals on an Annual or Life Basis: — 

Life Member 
Annual 
Affiliated (Club) 

£ 2 0 0 
2 6 (year) 

ID o (year) 

Members receive a quarterly News Letter, Mercury, which 
gives readers news and views. It also, from time to time, con-
tains lists of members names and addresses. In fact, quote " an 
extensive compendium of news, reports and general information 
which shows that the Royal Signals Amateur Radio Society is 
now a well organised body, with full War Office support," 
unquote. 

T h e quote is by the Editor of Short Wave Magazine and is 
an extract from the current issue. This is praise indeed from 
such a discerning eye as that of Austin Forsyth (G6 FO). 

T h e Society also runs a Purchasing Scheme whereby mem-
bers can obtain equipment and components at attractive dis-
counts through the Society Treasurer. No profit to the Society 
is made on these transactions. 

Though our numbers steadily increase we are still not very 
strongly represented overseas. Enquiries would be welcome 
particularly from Squadrons/Regiments and with a view to 
Affiliated Membership. In the writer's opinion A L L indepen-
dent Squadrons and A L L Regiments in Royal S i s a l s should 
have Affiliated Membership in order to stimulate interest and 
not least to improve the operating and technical skills of trades-
men within Units. T h e standard of operating within the 
Amateur Radio circles is of the highest order and most certainly 
it is the finest medium for ensuring an excellent standard within 
Units on military networks. 

HEADQUARTER STATION CLUBHOUSE 
Left: Lance-Corporal P. Scottorn, G3RFI. Centre: Mr. J. Hodgkins, 

G3EJF. Right: Sergeant D. Sugden 

In April, 1963, the S O.-in-C., Major-General F. J. Swainson, 
O.B.E., appointed Director of Telecommunications as the titular 
head of the Society with a permanent secretary to be found 
from the same branch. 

We have thus, at last, received the final Corps accolaide which 
has removed the " temporary" in favour of " substantive" 
status. 

H.Q. Station 
G 3 C 1 0 is the call sign used by the Headquarters Station 

located in Vimy Lines, Catterick. 
G B 3 R C S is the call sign used on special occasions such as a 

Princess Royal Day, etc. 
The station kit comprises: 

KW Viceroy SSB/CW 
L G 300 (LABGEAR) 
2 metre T X 
RACAL 17 RX 
AR 88 R X 
Eddystone 888A 
2 metre Xal Control Converter 

Aerials 
GsRV 
Quads for lo, 15 and 20 metres 
2 metre YAGi 
Thunderbird Beam 

All interc ted parties are particularly welcome to pay us a 
visit. T h e Club House is an excellent one and ideally sited.. 

G3C10 is on the air ( G M T ) : — 
TUESDAYS: 15.00 hrs C W Beaming East on 21 M c / s or 14 M c / s 

20.00 hrs SSB 3.5 M c / s 
21.00 llrs CW 1.8 M c / s about 1850 K c / s 
15.00 hrs C W / S S B Beaming South on 21 or 14 M c / s 
15.00 hrs SSB Beaming East on 21 or 14 M c / s 
20.00 hrs SSB 3.5 M c / s Band 
21.00 hrs CW 1.8 M c / s about 1850 Kc / s 

3.5 M c / s Spasmodic 

W E D N E S D A Y S : 

T H U R S D A Y S : 

S U N D A Y S : 

Licensed operators are few in number (surprisingly) at 
Catterick, though on our last extended workout, Princess Royal 
Day, some 157 contacts with 28 countries were logged. 

Staff 
Officers of the Society as at November, 1963, are as under: 
President: Brigadier E. I. E. Mozley, Director of Tele-

communication. 
Vice-President: Major-General E. S. Cole (Retd), C.B., C.B.E. 

Call Sign G 2 E C . 
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We welcome your membership and your enquiries 
WHETHER YOU ARE:-

A Potential Brass RDunder 

A Budding Caruso 

Whether you want a temporary hobby Something 
more Permanent 

As an 
^ A f f i l i a t e d Club 

WE HAVE SOMETHING TO FIT YOUR SIZE 

450 T H E W I R E , N O V E M B E R 1 9 6 3 



Treasurer: Major L. Beaumont, 240 Squadron, York. Call 
Sign G3RUS. 

H.Q. Secretary: Major F. A. Davidson, Signals 2 (a), The 
War Office. 

Field Secretary: Mr. J. H. Hodgkins, 8th Regiment. Call 
Sign G3EJF. 

Future 
An encouraging piece of news from the School of Signals is 

that the new Royal Signals Officers Communication Course will 
require a morse speed of 18 w.p.m. and that officers taking the 
course will be encouraged to sit the R.A.E. and Morse test to 
obtain an Amateur Licence during the course. 

The Society is now firmly on its feet and growing fast. There 
is no reason why, with your help, our membership should not 
be doubled before the next Annual General Meeting in June 
next. 

Any Unit or individual requiring further information should 
please contact the Treasurer or Secretary at the above address. 

T o those who are already members we request news or 
articles for publication in Mercury. Don't by shy. 

Before closing this introductory article, the writer would like 
to record a vote of thanks on behalf of the Society to the founder 
Secretary, Captain J E. P. Phillip, now in FARELF, and 
Treasurer, Major G. S. Symons, in Aden, as well as to Captain 
A. C Earl who so ably filled the gap as Secretary on departure 
of Ted Philp to warmer climes. 

Malta Survey 

What Life has to offer on the C.C Island 
WH A T do you luiow of Malta—that is from a Service-

man's point of view? 
The following article—a brief survey—from 235 Squadron 

(Comcan) should prove of great interest to those who may get 
a posting to the island, and also to those who have known the 
island during their Service careers. To these perhaps it will 
bring back nostalgic memories . . . . 

In the soldier's pipedream, Malta rarely competes with the 
Orient as the ideal overseas posting. With the number of 
stations east of Suez rapidly dwindling, a tour of this Mediter-
ranean island may well become a reality, if it does, this article 
should provide a background on which the reader will be able 
to build his knowledge as his tour progresses. 

Seventeen miles long and nine miles across at its widest, 
Malta is the principal island of one of the smallest archipelagos 
in the world, a survival from those remote days when con-
tinents were differently shaped and the Mediterranean was a 
cluster of fresh-water lakes, divided by the land bridges that 
connected Europe with Africa. The other two islands, Gozo, 
with an area of 21 square miles, and Comino, with an area 
of one square mile, play decreasingly active roles in the life of 
the archipelago. These islands placed as they are at the cross-
roads between North, South, East and West, have always 
created doubts as to where their allegiance lies, and these un-
certainties are reflected in the current political life of the area 
today. 

As the nerve centre of the ancient Mediterranean, Malta has 
a long and colourful history which commands the attention of 
all but the most casual observers. The Phoenicians are the 
earliest recorded settlers, their civilization was firmly established 
by the loth century B.C., however, they were replaced by the 
Carthaginians in 500 B.C. With the rise of the Roman Empire 
the Maltese islands once again changed hands, but it is signifi-
cant to note that at this point the European influence in JVIalta 
was firmly established. For the next fifteen centuries the Arabs, 
Normans, Germans, French and Spanish in turn ruled the 
islands and it was not until the Ottoman Sultan Soliman drove 
the Knights of St. John from Rhodes that Charles V, head of 
the Holy Roman Empire, established the fugitive Knights on 
the islands. Under the leadership of the Grand Master, Jean 
De La Vallette, Malta withstood the Great Siege by the Turks 
and shortly afterwards in 1560 the present capital, Valletta, 
was built and so named. At the beginning of the i8th century, 
Napoleon, at the height of his glory, swept over the island and 
imposed French rule which lasted until 1800, when the British 
accepted a request by the Maltese to occupy the island. Since 
then Malta has played an important role as a Naval base, the 
climax being the valiant defence of Malta in 1942 at the 
height of war in North Africa. The result of this gallant stand 

was the award of the George Cross to the island by the late 
King George V L As is to be expected, it is difficult to travel 
far on the island without being aware of its bastion history. 
The easily workable and picturesque yellow stone has been 
fashioned over the years to present a formidable obstacle to 
any aggressor. 

The countryside is generally arid in appearance, and the 
vegetation is of Mediterranean type similar to that of Southern 
Spain, Sicily and the Aegean Islands, however, in sprin^ime 
it lacks the carpets of wild flowers that are characteristic of 
Cyprus and the Greek islands. The occasional date palm rises 
above the pines, cypresses and carob trees, but the fruit on the 
date palms never ripen. Malta is too European for that. 
Although Malta is one of the most densely populated islands in 
the world the majority of the countryside is sparsely populated 
with farming communities, while in the towns there is im-
mense overcrowding. The roads are adequately surfaced and 
effectively cover the island. 

The Maltese is naturally friendly and easy going. The 
Catholic Church is by far the most powerful influence on his 
way of life and in the country areas the parish priest holds an 
unquestioned position of authority. Family ties are strong and 
social activities are usually confined to weddings, christenings 
and functions of this nature. No Serviceman or his family who 
gets invited to one of these events need fear lack of hospitality, 
for he will be well and truly entertained. 

The Maltese language is still in constant use, but the majority 
of traders and local civilians who have contact with the Services 
speak English. Ancient inscriptions indicate that the Maltese 
language is of Semitic structure, but in the course of ages it has 
borrowed words and dialects from other languages with which 
Malta has been connected, including Arabic and English, how-
ever, the words have always been fitted into the original 
grammar. Visitors, even when they have an extended stay, 
absorb little of the language. 

For the Serviceman, Malta has many attractions and swim-
ming is perhaps the most popular pastime from April-October. 
There are a few sandy beaches but there is no difficulty in 
swimming in the warm blue Mediterranean from the numerous 
rocky bays. The winter months are mild compared with 
European standards, but snow occasionally falls on high ground. 
There are opjMrtunities for all normal sports; in the summer 
months there is hardly any grass and consequently the ground 
is hard for such games as cricket. The shopping facilities are 
good, aU types of European goods are obtainable both in the 
N A A F I and in the local shops. Housing standards are reason-
able and there is no shortage of adequate accommodation. 

It is not intended to give a comprehensive picture of the life 
that the present-day Serviceman and his family lead in Malta, 
but it will suffice to say that the island has been a Naval and 
military base for some 150 years and there is a strong link 
between the Service and civilian communities. 

Once again an air of uncertainty hangs over the political life 
of the island. However, it is safe to forecast that whatever 
the outcome, the British Serviceman is an essential and wel-
comed feature in these warm and friendly islands. 

ROYAL SIGNALS BAND 
GRAMOPHONE RECORD 

Side 1 is devoted to music for Ceremonial 
Parades. 

Side 2 contains music for guest nights and 
other occasions. 

This record is what everyone has been asking 
for for so long. 

The coloured sleeve in which the record is 
packed has photographs of the Band and a 

full description of the music. 
It is available, cash with order, from Royal 

Signals Association : 

Price — by post 30/-
counter sale ... 27/-

Civilian addresses outside the Commonwealth will be 
asked to pay a little extra for postage. 
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B.A.O.R. Linemen show their Versatility in Aden 
IN August of this year, a detachment of one sergeant and 

ID others, bade a temporary farewell to the luxuries and 
delights of civilization and sped from their plush surroundings 
in B.A.O.R. to the hot, humid and dusty confines of Aden. 
TTiey are experienced linemen of 21st Regiment on loan to 
C.R. Signals, Mideast, for the preparatory trunk cable laying 
for the Aden automatic telephone project of 1964. 

Very ably led by Sergeant F. G. Holmonroyd, they have 
survived. As the photographs show, they are fit, sun tanned, 
quite accustomed now to Arab labourers and, rumour has it, 
tri-lingual: German, Arabic and one other language. 

Sergeant Holmonroyd has managed to hang on to his 
European-British sense of duty. He has been a tower of 
strength throughout, dashing here, rushing there, getting way-
leaves and taking short cuts. One such short cut caused a 
certain amount of concern for a Brigadier and his proudly and 
painstakingly cultivated garden. (Quite a job in Aden). 

The problems have been many and varied. They have in-
cluded road crossings that no training manual ever considered 
possible, and how to lay seven tons, or 500 yards, of 254 pair 
cable from a 4i-ton capacity trailer. The photographs show 
how this impossible task was achieved. Nevertheless, we ask 
the School of Signals and the Training Brigade not to look too 
closely. 

The " 2 1 Regiment Boys" have also had a great deal of 
fun with their archaeological discoveries in Aden. They have 
found abandoned sewers and water mains, some of which can 
only be described as having an historic aroma. 

We in Aden are certain that " 21's" cables are well and 
truly laid, and will last, fault-free, for years to come. We 

would like to express our gratitude and heartfelt thanks for 
21 St Regiment's help. We hope, when in due course it returns 
to its spiritual home, the detachment will look back on their 
Aden sojourn with pleasure and with the knowledge that a 
good job has been well done. 

(THE WIRE will welcome other accounts of units of the Corps 
helping each other.—Editor). 

Notice that 'Jimmy'on the Breast Pocket? 

T T S wearer is Mr. Ron Mills, ex-Royal Signals (of 
course), now of the Transistor Division of the 

Standard Telephones and Cables Ltd. He is on the 
point of being handed a cheque for £58 by Mr. B. 
D. Mills, Chief Engineer, for a suggestion he made to 
increase considerably throughput of silicon slices at 
the Diffusion Process stage. The full amount of the 
award made to him for his suggestion totalled £128. 

Mr. Mills obviously is very proud of his Signals 
background and " The Wire" offers him its con-
gratulations on his very well deserved success. 

452 T H E W I R E , N O V E M B E R 1 9 6 3 



T H E A S S O C I A T I O N O F SERVICE NEWSPAPER ADVERTISEMENT PAGES, 
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G I ^ T H E F I N E S T S C O T C H WHEREVER YOU ARE 

•< o 
c 

One glass and your friends will agree that yours 
is the finest Scotch in the world. Don't disappoint 

• them. Place an order for more today. 

QUEEN ANNE 
^ rare scotch whisky 

THE FINEST SCOTCH WHEREVER YOU ARE • THE FINEST SCOTCH WHEREVER YOU ARE 

For the flavour 
of real 
home-cooking... 
always add 
a cube of Oxo 

This time next time 
every time NELSON 

better tip better tobacco 
better taste NELSON 

tipped Virginia 3^10 

1 2 ' 6 3 - 2 Printed in Great Britain 
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money 
You may have said it yourself. But, consider. 
You will probably never have a better oppor-
tunity than you have no w of putting some money 
aside for the future. You enjoy good pay—with 
no overheads—and all the facilities of the Post 
Office Savings Bank scheme are yours for the 
asking. What could be simpler? 

Make saving a good habit. Save as much or 
as little as you like, but do it regularly. Keep 
your money in the Savings Bank as long as you 
possibly can. You will find that it soon mounts 
up and collects interest—ready to help start 
you up in the trade you are now learning in the 
Service, or for furnishing your home when you 
get married. 

All the details of the scheme are in the leaflets 
illustrated here. Write to me personally, and I 
will send you a copy of the one that applies to 
your Service: 

Air Chief Marshal Sir Hugh W. L. Saunders, 
O.C.B., K.B.E., M.C., D.F.C., M.M., 

Chairman, H.M. Forces Savings Committee, 
1, Princes Gate, London, S.W.7 

Issued by H.M. Forces Savings Committee 

If you're looking for a really good rum 
this is the label on the bottle... 

... •„,,...,! I 

' I N C O R P O R A T E D a " » M A Y l 6 7 0 -

HUDSON'S BAY 
JAMAICA RUM 

EDINBURGH 
P R O D U C E O F J A M A I C A 

...the bottle is in the NAAFI 
and you know where the NAAFI is! 

Mr. Peek and Mr. Frean have been on 
overseas service since 1857. You'll find 
them in service canteens and Naafis 
throughout the world. 

ftek f m n 
Makers of Famous Biscuits and Christmas Puddings 
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A l t M Y APPRENTICES ' SCHOOL, HARROGATE 

There are many readers who, being ex-Harrogate, know that 
the first few months of the winter cover activities in many 
sports. This is still so, and our teams have ventured as far 
afield as Chepstow, Arborfield and Carlisle. Both individual 
teams in Army Youth Cup Competitions, and representative 
School Teams in Inter-School Winter Sports. 

It would be impossible to mention every activity without 
becoming a " Sportsman's Diary," so the writer has high-
lighted just those events in which the great enthusiasm is 
shown. The events which are hard fought in the Champion 
Company Competition and others of notable interest. 

Early in October, the Inter-Company Boxing Competition 
was held. Some very spirited bouts resulted, and Penney House 
worked hard to earn a well-deserved win. It is encouraging 
to see so much enthusiasm in a sport which is in itself enter-
taining, and which, in this case, provided a good evening to 
those many families who came along. 

Later on in the month we held our Senior DriU Competition. 
It was on a very windy JVlonday morning, and our more 
sadistic spectators expected a cartoon of apprentices scurrying 
after their hats. This chaos was avoided by the order to 
use chin straps, and some first class driU followed. Scott 
House won this event with A / T C.S.M. Rice, but aU marks 
were very close. 

The 25th and, 26th October will be remembered by eight 
hardy individuals who set off on the Lyke Wake Walk. All but 
one completed the course, and A / T Farmer had a very credit-
able time of 22 hours 35 minutes for the 50 miles of tough 
cross country. 

Harrogate, like all military units, does not pass without in-
spection: and so on 28th October we had a visit from the 
G.O.C.-in-C. Northern Command, Lieutenant-General Sir 
Charles L. Richardson, K.C.B., C.B.E., D.S.O. He appeared pleased 
with what he saw. 

Penney House won the Inter-Company Rugby Competition. 
Their team plays a fine game and well deserves the premier 
position. 

In the Army Youth (Soccer) Cup Competition, PhiUips 
House passed through to the second round by beating " C " 
Company, A.A.S., Carlisle, by 3 goals to i . 

In our Inter-Apprentices Schools' Winter Games Meeting, 
we have so far lost to Carlisle and drawn with Arborfield. We 
are hoping to square the series by beating Chepstow on 23rd 
November. 

Behind all this sport, the hard work and trade testing con-
tinues: and in a few weeks now our Senior Squadron will be 
joining the ranks with those of you who are already paving the 
way ahead. 

I St R E G I M E N T R.F.P.O. 32 

A great deal of October was taken up in Exercise " Mailed 
Fist." Much of the Regiment was stationed near the village 
of Kleinenberg for the first three weeks of the month. TTie 
communication aspect of the exercise went well, but the high 
winds and constant rain took most of the joy out of what 
could have been a pleasant camp if the weather had been kinder. 
Nevertheless, everyone remained cheerful and the deep mud 
became merely a minor inconvenience. We shall be interested 
to learn if the Sappers ever found their Summerfield tracking, 
which we last saw traces of under about a foot of the best 
porridge-like Kleinenberg mud. 

This month we have said farewell to Major-General T. C. 
H. Pearson, C.B.E., D.S.O., as he completed his two years in 
command of the ist Division. He was entertained at a guest 
night in the Officers' Mess on 25th October, and the following 
Thursday paid a farewell visit to the Regiment. He addressed 
the whole Regiment, visited the Sergeants' Mess, and was then 
drawn, ceremoniously, between the men lining the roadway, 
by a team of willing horses composed of the officers and 
sergeants of the Regiment. 

Events in the Sergeants' Mess during the last two months 
have included the reluctant presentation of the darts shield 
to R.S.M Chester, 13/18 Hussars, of Divisional H.Q., after a 
resounding defeat. Regaining honour, R.S.M. Johnston beat 
Mr. Chester, and the boat race was won with Sgt. O'ConneU at 
positions two and four. 

Departures include farewells to Staff Sergeant Teehan and 

Sergeants Melvin and Bedwell, both of whom made their mark 
on the Regiment. We welcome increased bar sales with the 
arrival of Sergeant J. Hughes and " Muscleman " S.I. Barnes, 
A.P.T.C. Sergeant R. Healey greeted a new arrival with 
" Better get your hair cut before the R.S.M. sees you," but, 
objected Mr. English, " I'm from Alkits." 

Exercise " Mailed Fist" saw the Mess take up a position in 
the field (literally), with permanent running water, through the 
marquee roof. 

Seeing out October and bringing the new month in, in hectic 
form, members said a sad farewell to Captain (Tfc. Offr.) G. 
Dibley, attended the all ranks' dance and entertained the 
Captains of the Regiment to dinner. The highlight of the 
dinner was a midnight presentation of birthday gifts to Captain 
P. G. Rogers, the Adjutant, and to A.Q.M.S. Eldridge, R.E.M.E., 
with interruptions by W.O.II (R.Q.M.S.) Adams, who announced 
that they had been born three days early, since they were both 
regular " guys." The Medical Officer, Captain D. P. Connolly, 
warned on departure: " Don't come sick this morning." 

The Wives' Club have resumed their activities for the winter 
season with a full programme, and last week spent a happy 
evening over a chicken supper at the Schuetzenhof Hotel. A 
loud cheer greeted the members from our satellite village at 
Rotenburg, who, unfortunately, arrived late, through no fault 
of their own. It was a simple military mix-up, two 'buses 
were ordered by the Regiment, but only one appeared! 

The last day of October saw not only General Pearson's fare-
well visit, but was also the occasion of a successful all ranks' 
dance held in the gymnasium. Dancing to the excellent band 
of the 13/18 Hussars was supplemented with novelties, lucky 
draws and a good buffet supper. The twisting was an entertain-
ment in itself. 

We welcome the arrival of a son for the Rushworths, and 
an early daughter for the Connollys. It has since been ex-
plained to Dr. Connolly that B.M.H. is at Hannover and not 
at Nienburg! 

The last event to record, just as we go to press, is the giant 
bonfire and fireworks display on 5th November. Well organised, 
with fish and chips, hotdog stalls, roast chestnuts and our 
" Noddy " train specially illuminated. The fireworks were im-
pressive, but the undoubted hit of the evening was when 
Guy Fawkes was struck in the middle by a wire-guided rocket 
discharged from the top of the cookhouse. In an instant the 
vast bonfire was ablaze. It was generally agreed that no bonfire 
had ever been set on fire so well. 

2nd R E G I M E N T R.F.P.O. 22 

Among our visitors during October we were pleased to see 
four of the group of Headmasters who were visiting B.A.O.R. 
to get a first-hand impression of life on the Modern Army. 
They were the Abbott of Downside, Father, C. A. Watldn, 
M.A., Mr. E. H. Burrough, T.D., M.A., of Batlake School, 
Mr. L. Powell, M.A., of Chard School, and Mr. £ . R. Taylor, 
M.A., of Wolverhampton School. 

We had an interesting Regimental exercise in October in 
which four patrols, each consisting of an officer and ten men, 
were given a task which involved their living out for two days 
and nights making use of only what they could carry on their 
backs. Each patrol was given a cross-country route in the 
Amsberger Wald, with about fifty miles of very difficult country, 
including cliffs and rivers to cross. In each route was 
" evidence " which had to be gathered to indicate the activities 
of those ubiquitous enemies, the Fantasians. The evidence 
turned out to be a modey collection of bizarre items the piecing 
together of which, at the end of the march, produced some 
imaginative inteUigence pictures. The exercise gave a great deal 
of vigorous enjoyment and was suitably named "Hard Graft." 
The graft was particularly hard for Lance-Corporal G. Sylvester 
who covered the last twenty miles in six pairs of socks, his 
boots having rubbed most of the skin off his heels durmg the 
early part of the march. 

In October we held an inter-Squadron boxing competition 
and the local newspaper, the Bunder Tageblatt, gave a handsome 
account of the evening. One of its pictures shows the presenta-
tion of our boxing shield to the wiiming Squadron, and it may 
be of interest to reproduce below a copy of the original plaque 
carried by the shield. 

(Continued overleaf) 
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T h e p r e s e n t a t i o n o f t h e I n t e r S q u a d r o n B o x i n g Sh ie ld t o t h e cap ta in o f t h e 
2 S q u a d r o n t e a m , C o r p o r a l G. S. L, M a r k w e l l . S tand ing a t t h e l e f t are s o m e o^ 
t h e w i n n e r s o f i n d i v i d u a l bou t s , f r o m le f t t o r i g h t : S igna lman E. J. M c L a u g h l i n , 
L a n c e - C o r p o r a l R. W . K e m p , C o r p o r a l R. F reeman , S igna lman R. D . Re id 

M e r c e r - D a l y t r o p h y o n r i g h t 

A L D E R S H O T C O M M A N D T E A M C H A M P I O N S H I P S 
1929 

W I N N E R S 
A. G R O U P R O Y A L S I G N A L S 

T E A M C A P T A I N C A P T A I N H. A. S P E N C E R , M.c. 

L t . L . De M . Thuillier 
CpL Howard 
L / C p l . McCreeth 
Dvr Baker 
Sig. Stuart 

Lt . W. Ponsonby 
L / C p l . Wheeler 
L / C p L Grainger 
Sig. Taylor 
Sig. Hogg 

Lt . E . S. Cole 
L / C p l . Moore 
L / C p l . Rodda 
Dvr Duffy 
Sig. Fowler 

{In connection with the ahove^ it is of interest to note that Major-
General Thuillier is now Chairman of the Association and Major-General 
Cole is its Vice-Chairtnan.—Ed.). 

The most promising novice of the competition, Signalman 
R. D. Reid, was presented with the very fine silver cup known 
as the Mercer-Daly Trophy, which is also shown in the picture. 
This trophy was given to the Regiment by Major W. Mercer-
Daly, R A.M.C., a member of the staff in Headquarters 2nd 
Division, who has always taken a keen interest of our boxing 
activities. 

3 II.Q. AND SIGNAL HEGIMENT 
" T W 3 " 

For those readers in England, this symbol is not unknown— 
" That Was The Week That Was " being a popular Saturday 
Night feature on B.B.C. Television, more commonly referred 
to as " TW3." For us in 3rd Regiment it has a more personal 
interpretation though, since now, after many months of hard 
training, new techniques, air-portability trials, packing, un-
packing, etc., etc. We can now look back and say, " That Was 
Triplex West That Was." 

Triplex West was, of course, the name given to a very big 
exercise mounted in Libya during September and October in 
which the Regiment featured. 

With the exception of one or two members whose duty called 
them to the stockpile at Cyprus beforehand, the main body of 
the Regiment flew out to El Adem between the loth and 20th 
September. Conveyed by the Royal Air Force Transport Com-
mand, we fiew in a variety of aircraft — " Hastings" from 
Coleme, "Beverly 's" from Benson, "Argosy ' s" from Abing-
don, and of course the " Britannias" from Lyneham, all of 
which offered the best of service and a pleasant flight. Some 
said they preferred to see a charming B.A.O.C. type hostess to 
the R.A.F. Quartermaster Sergeant, but be it hostess or Q.M., 
we still had lots of coffee, plenty to eat and a pleasant journey. 

Because of ancient custom, the majority left Bulford in the 
middle of the night and in consequence invariably arrived in 
El Adem in the middle of the heat of the days! El Adem is not 
very hard to describe, since, save for an R.A.F. Station, there is 
nothing else there. 

The camp of " Joint Force Headquarters " was erected within 
the perimeter wire of the huge R.A.F. Station, which at least 
prevented the camels from entering one's tent, but didn't prove 
too popular during the tactical phase of the exercise when the 
Medium Range Transport aircraft taxied along the desert tracks 
to the main runways! 

For those readers who have not experienced a "Beverley 
B r e w " or an "Argosy Stew" just try to visualise the sand 

blown up by such propellers passing within 50 yards of all 
Mess kitchens! 

Ours was a very mixed camp of course, that is to say mixed 
only by the Royal Navy and Royal Air Force, there being no 
W.R.A.F. or W.R.N.S. not even to do our washing! But none 
the less all mixed well and the absence of the Chancellor's 
Tax on cigarettes and spirits helped no end to mix the rum 
with the Coca Cola and the whisky with the soda. 

In leisure hours there was not terribly much to do, save for 
a swim at a beach near Tobruk some fifteen miles away, and 
to enjoy the bliss of a hot and cold shower provided by the 
courtesy of an R.A.O.C. Mobile Bath Unit. 

At the end of the exercise half the Regiment split to go 
to Benghazi and Malta to partake in a follow-on exercise, and 
in the main we all returned to a wet but very welcome Bulford 
between the 15th and 20th of October, weary, dirty and dusty, 
but well experienced in living in the desert and certainly well 
tanned by the Libyan sun. 

By the way we did work out there as well—and a very full 
report on communications at a Joint Force Headquarters will 
follow m the January edition! 

(Comings and Goiiiffs. Amongst so many comings and 
goings, welcome goes out to Major G. Proudman who joined us 
in August as Second-in-Command, and to Mrs. Proudman who 
arrived in November. Greetings also to Major P. Durrant who 
becomes O.C. 3 Squadron, and to Mrs. Durrant, and to W.O.I 
and Mrs. Holloway recently arrived from Malta. 

Now that our major exercise is over, and we no longer have 
cause to beg the retention of " specialists," our " departures " 
board will become very full. Already we have said farewell to 
Captain G. Ferrier, Major P. Wickes, Captain M. Keeling, 
Lieutenant P. Jones, Lieutenant A. Marley, Lieutenant W. 
Griffiths, Lieutenant K. Doyle, Sergeant Haston, Corporal 
Hemmings and Sergeant Ireland, and almost into suitcases and 
boxes are Lieutenant J. Bally, W.O.I and Mrs. F. Taylor, 
Sergeants Pritchard, MacDonald and Palmer and so on. T o 
all who leave us we bid " Bon Voyage " and all good wishes. 

Th« ' 4puii |towiI<>r I ' l o t . 5th November could not go by 
without the traditional festivities, and this year the Regiment 
organised such on behalf of the Garrison. A thousand odd giant 
sparklers heralded a wonderful display of fireworks and a huge 
Q M. type bonfire! There followed fish and chips, hot dogs 
and hot soup for all who wanted, and a grand time was had 
by aU. 

And now frenzy reigns, as paint and brush appear, the 
parade ground shakes, equipment is made to work, guns cleaned, 
records are frantically written-up for the past eleven months 
and rooms and buildings long forgotten are sought and re-
furnished, as we prepare for the annual inspection on 5th 
December. Spurred on only by a pretty tight Christmas pro-
gramme and then block leave for Christmas and New Year. 

And so, to all our readers wherever they may be, we would 
wish you, your loved ones and your friends, a happy, peaceful 
and Blessed Christmas, and a Prosperous New Year, and more 
especially to those who, through reasons of duty are unable 
to be with those they love. 

4th REGIMENT 
B.F.P.O. 15 

(Overheard by some anonymous Signalman) " . . . . so you 
have been nominated to write next month's WIRE Notes. Do 
you know what you are expected to do?") 

" No, but I'll have a go," was the answer. Well just as King 
Alfred tendered his burnt cakes, this is the best I have to offer. 

The first news that came to my mind—normally dormant— 
was of the first " First Class Military Proficiency Course " to 
be held in the Regiment. These fortunate potential guardsmen 
assembled on 30th October under the watchful eyes of Stafi 
Sergeant Rose and Colour Sergeant Jones and for three weeks 
their dedicated boots pounded the square, only to be frustrated 
when, at the very moment of their passing out parade, the 
Regiment was ordered out of barracks on a practice alarm. 
However, they were given their moment of glory a few days 
later and could be seen preening themselves as a group in 
front of a comera and are no doubt now cherishing the resultant 
photograph. 

On the 15th October a secret farewell parade was held for 
the late G.O.C., Major-General J. V. Allard, C.B.E., D.S.O., B.D., 
c.D. The plans for this parade were left so secret by the seniors 
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Moment of Olory 

of the Regiment that the junior ranks did not know it was 
happening until they were suddenly assembled and marched 
off to the General's departure route. However, the S.S.Ms, as 
usual, had everything under control and by the time the General 
arrived in his car, towed by the Staff Officers of Divisional 
Headquarters, we were ready and able to give him a rousing 
farewell. We were glad to do so since during his final inspection 
of our quarter guard he had expressed to every single man his 
appreciation of the work that all ranks had done during his 
tour as Divisional Commander. 

From the 5th/ioth October we were out on our last major 
exercise of this training season. On Exercise " Keen B l a d e " 
the Regiment set up its communications in an umpire role 
and placed on the flank of the exercise area we had a grand-
stand view of the battle. Our only complaint was that the 
Canadian armour persisted in driving backwards and forwards 
through our village ruining all our sleep and the Engineers 
lighting cable. 

I t u g b y — M a j o r sport . Sport is always a worthwhile 
subject, especially as our form is improving. Rugby appears to 
be the Regiment's major sport during the winter season due 
mainly to very encouraging results. A flourishing R.U.F.C. 
has been formed, which undoubtedly arouses the interest of 
both players and non-players alike. There are two regular 
club teams playing and a third which has just been formed. 
T h e first team, I believe, has yet to be beaten this season, and 
a half century or more points scored against its opponents is 
by no means imcommon. T h e second team has had a moderate 
degree of success so far and is improving in every aspect of 
the game. T h e inexperienced third team had its first game dur-
ing the third week in October, and is now ironing out its weak 
points. Along with these successes was the first club dance, 
during the current season, held in the month of September. 
It was such a resounding success that many more are likely 
to be held before the season ends. 

T h e newly formed cross country team got off to a good start 
on 30th October when it beat three other teams in an inter-
Unit friendly fixture by a good margin. T h e hockey team is 
also settling dovra well and gaining experience from games with 
local civilian teams. 

Tth R E G I M E N T , B .F .P .O . 15 

October saw us facing eight inspections of varying kinds and 
the annual parade. 

The first fourteen days took us through the annual vehicle 
inspection. Even O.C. L . A . D . admitted that it wasn't bad this 
year. T h e secret of success is to get the R.E.M.E. inspection 
team on your side quickly. It happened quickly: one in-
spector suggested to Staff Sergeant Sankey, a member of our 
motor cycle trials team, that the brakes of his bike were not 
up to scratch. Not a word was spoken, but when, so the 
story goes, a 500 B.S.A. hurtled to a screaming stop one foot 
from the inspector, the 932 entry was " satisfactory." 

T h e grease and dirt had hardly been washed off before 
S.S.M.s were requesting the members of their Squadrons to 
swing the arm, to watch the time, to watch the dressing, to 
think, to smarten up, and to look like soldiers. Despite re-
hearsals in the rain and muttered morale-building phrases, 
like " it will be alright on the day "—^it was alright. 

T h e Corps Commander, Lieutenant-General Sir Keimeth 
Darling, took the parade on 24th October. W e knew it 

The Corps Commander presenting L.S. and G.C . Medals to 
Lieutenant (Traffic Officer) J. C . Pendock, Lieutenant (Traffic 
Officer), W . C . Lombard, W.O. I I (Tech.) D. W . Gunstone and 

W.O. l l F. P. Simpson 

R.S.M. J. J. Gerrard, B.E.M. and Frau Brose helping out at the 
party given by the Corporals' Club for the local orphans 

Corporal Hayes, Corporal Harban (in background) and Signalman 
Frendo picking grapes and working up a thirst for the end product 

at Oppenheim on the Rhine 

was going to be a good parade when the Corps Commander 
asked one soldier how he had acquired his black eye. " Having 
a bit of a scrap, sir," came the reply. " Hmm," said the Corps 
Commander, " and what happened to the other chap." " Oh, 
he's alright sir, he's in the second rank." And there he stood, 
complete with two black eyes. It was a good parade, not the 

(Continued on page 456) 
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best ever, for we make no superlative claims. One distinguished 
officer remarked it wasn't quite as good as one he had seen 
at the Royal Marines Depot in 1939. 

Before the Corps Commander had left the Warrant Officers' 
and Sergeants' Mess, one of the Squadrons was hard at it with 
paint and distemper brushes, for 29th October, the day of 
the Administrative Inspection was close at hand. On that day 
C.C. Royal Signals, Brigadier M. S. Hancock strode around the 
quarter guard at 09.00 hours, and from then until 13.00 he 
strode through the Regiment. I have no doubt that all the 
usual horrors were discovered on this inspection, but it is diffi-
cult to find out. Troop Commanders are never forthcoming . 

The afternoon produced the surprise of the day—dig in and 
prepare to defend the camp, in two hours flat. How quickly 
those painted and polished shovels and picks returned to their 
pre-inspection state. S.Q.M.S.s' cries of " what should we do 
with the rocket launcher, sir," saw several of them disappear 
into weapon pits with firm instructions—" man it." 

Despite all the hustle, we still managed to play soccer, rugger, 
hockey, to run Wives' Club meetings, tombola, whist drives and 
Squadron smokers. The Corporals' Club found a few spare 
moments to entertain some 30 local orphans, and the good 
work of fostering Anglo-German relations was continued by 
those of our soldiers who were camped by the Rhine at Oppen-
heim and who helped to pick the grape harvest (officially they 
were doing their P.E. tests). 

As any newspaper will teU you, soldiers in B.A.O.R. are 
bored. They never, it appears, have enough to do. May we 
close by saying that we beg leave to differ! 

8th REGIMENT 

The pretty young nurse looked at the label on the casualty: 
it said, in ink, " Compound fracture of the pelvis, severe burns 
on right arm"—then, added in pencil, " Asfixier—treat with 
the kiss of life." Catching a glint in the eye of the patient 
between his bandages she hurriedly pushed him along the line 
towards a bearded male nurse at which the patient sat up and 
started frantically rubbing out the pencilled words on his label. 

The occasion was a bit of hopeful self-diagnosis by a trainee 
lineman of 8th Regiment when en route from a nuclear explosion 
to a Field Medical Aid Unit set up by the C.D. authorities 
for Exercise " Jumping Jimmy." 

This exercise was carried out by 8th Regiment over the 
weekend i i th/i2th October in conjunction with the Civil 
Defence authorities of Yorkshire. On Saturday the Regiment 
moved from Catterick to the Harrogate area from whence Com-
panies were despatched to Leeds, Halifax, Barnsley and Sheffield 
where they joined the local civil authorities in giving support 
in Civil Defence tasks. On Saturday night the Regiment re-
formed at York in preparation for taking part in a Forward 
Medical Aid Unit exercise on the Sunday. This proved to be 
a most impressive affair with the Regiment providing nearly 
500 mock casualties who arrived in a steady stream of transport 
from a camp a few miles away. The photograph shows part of 

8th Regiment CasualtiesJn_F.M.A. Unit 

the F.M.A. Unit set up in a gymnasium with the medical 
attendants going through the motions in a most convincing 
manner. At the end of it all several casualties were very 
relieved to find themselves in one piece and not short of a 
few pints of blood or riddled with syringe scars. 

The Regiment, well known for its regular monthly weekend 
jaunts, voted " Jumping Jimmy " the best so far. 

On the sporting side the Regiment have a sad tale to relate, 
as once again we were drawn against the ist Bn. Duke of 
Wellington's Regiment in the first round of the Army Rugby 
Cup and once again we lost 14 points to 6. It was, however, 
a very entertaining match watched by a large crowd on the 
Scotton ground. Hopes are now concentrated on our hockey 
and soccer teams, the former especially, in view of having eight 
players selected for a Corps trial match. 

9 th ItEGIMEIVT n.F.P.O. 53 
Cyprus Patrol ISacu, lU«i,1 

The race consisted of a twenty-mile march in three -tages, 
followed by an assault course, initiative tests and range details. 
From the start of the race and at all times, each patrol was 
under observation by umpires who awarded points for section 
administration, ingenuity, morale and initiative throughout. 
The race took place on 26th/27th September, 1963. 

The Regiment entered two teams. TTiese were: 
Class A.—Sergeant Rosson, Sergeant Ellis, Corporal Parry, 

Corporal Douglas, Lance-Corporal Willoughby and 
Lance-Corporal Merrick. 

Class B.—Corporal McRae, Lance-Corporal Cundy, Signal-
man Trouve, Signalman Fetch, Signalman Webber, 
Signalman Wain, Signalman Mann and Private 
Alexander. 

One of our teams finished second and their patrol leader 
reports: 

Training took place over a period of five to six weeks. 
During this time we were engaged in strenuous P.T. exercises, 
which included log-rolling, circuit training, and assault course 
training under the eagle eye of our esteemed S.S.I., Norman 
Upton. The second phase included night marches, cross-
country, and getting used to the heavy kit which we were 
to carry on the actual day. The organisation and credit for 
this, including acquiring the new webbing " o n the old boy 
n e t " must go to Sergeant Storey, who also trained us in 
first aid, and gave us plenty to think about with his excellent 
mock-ups of dying and injured. 

At 07.00 hours on the morning of the 26th, two patrols from 
9th Regiment left the camp in high spirits en route for what 
we expected to be perhaps a little harder than normal training, 
but certainly no more. What a surprise we had in store. 

We arrived at the first vehicle check point, where we drew 
lots for the start of the race and were given a short briefing 
and a grid reference to proceed to immediately. We found to 
our dismay that the vehicle was heading towards the Kantara 
range of mountains and, in fact, placed us on the northern side 
of the range, along the coast road. 

That was our official starting point, and after a briefing on 
the course, we set off towards the Kantara mountains and 
check point one, a distance of a mere three miles " as the crow 
flies." However, we soon discovered this to be a mere expres-
sion used by the infantry officers who had no doubt helped to 
set the course and were umpiring each team throughout the 
race. 

The going for the first miles was extremely rough, as 
we encountered thick undergrowth, and at about 1,300ft., en 
route for the check point, we had the misfortune to encounter 
a nigh on solid wall of rock. We realised that it was pointless 
turning round and finding another route, so after much 
" exertion," we scaled this and so reached the summit road and ' 
arrived at check point one, i-J hours late. We were indeed 
most surprised to find that our team was the third to have 
reached the summit out of the total 17 entries. This news of 
course gave all the team a great boost and we pressed 
on to check point two, which was comparatively easy going, 
compared with our first leg of the race. We arrived at about 
19.30 hours, in time for our fijst meal and a very welcome rest. 

At 21.30 hours we set off on the final leg of our journey, 
namely, the night march or, as many of the team suggested on 
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Three Weeks in the Woods 

stock and barrel in an effort to prove that they are as efficient 
in the field as in their modest little set-up in Rheindahlen. 

For their efforts to brighten the scene both on and off duty 
we should hke to thank the W.R.A.F. operators. Their final 
sacrifice to aid the benevolent Fund was much appreciated—we 
hope that those concerned didn't catch cold. 

In our efforts to train a boxing team, Lieutenant Homewood 
and Signalman Egan were entered for the R.A.F. Novices' 
Championships, ^ t h men won their weight in hard-fought 
bouts. Well done. 

2 Squad ron . October has been a peak month for work 
with all Troops, including " D " Heavy Cable Troop, exceed-
ingly busy on airfield communication tasks. None have been 
spared and those with families have seen little of married l i f e — 
all credit and our thanks to wives for accepting without 
complaint the brief and infrequent views of their husbands. 

Lance-Corporal Conner, ex-Aden, and Signalman Hay 
straight from the 8th Regiment egg were given shock treatment. 
Posted to the Squadron on a Friday morning, shipped in during 
the afternoon, without even the preliminary of an O.C. Squadron 
interview, they found themselves sitting in holes on Saturday 
morning, busily jointing cables. T h e days of misemployment 
have long since gone and Signalman Hay has got the message 
that Saturday does not necessarily mean standing on the A . i 
at Catterick bridge with a small suitcase and a reciprocating 
thumb. On the other hand, he has found genuine satisfaction 
in live work and the warm comradeship to be found in a troop. 

IF YOU KNOW A BETTER 'OLE 

Signalman Hay within hours of joining us ex basic training at 8th 
Regt. 

W.O.II Waterworth has joined us on promotion from " H . Q . " 
Squadron to take over S.S.M. from W.O.II CockeriU who is 
heading for Singapore. T o both we say good luck and good hunt-
ing. S.S.M. Cockrill has been one of our mainstays in many 
spheres outside regimental duty, particularly as an organiser of 
sports in the Squadron and we appreciate all his spare time efforts 
on our behalf. We will also be sorry to see the departure of Mrs. 
Cockrill who has done much for the families. 

Talkirig of sport, the Squadron has also been doing its share, 
with seven players in the Unit rugby team, plus two reserves, 
with Corporals Goss and Ghaut also playing for R.A.F. Bruggen. 
Three of our Unit basketball team. Sergeant Richardson, 
Corporal Goss and Signalman Fish also play for Bruggen. " D " 
Heavy Cable Troop won the Unit inter-Troop cross country: 
Sergeant Richardson leading the field home with a very fine 
performance. Second-Lieutenant Homewood gave a most 
couragous display to win the middleweight final in the R.A.F. 
Germany Boxing Championships. 

Births. T h e Regiment is delighted to congratulate Lance-
Corporal and Mrs. L . Symons on the birth of a son. 

Marriages. Our congratulations to Lance-Corporals J. N . 
Hamilton, A. Colley and Signalmen B. Buchanan, D . L . Isles, 
G . Paynter, P. A. Taundry, A. Fleetham and P. L . R. Coathup 
on their recent marriages. Apparently there is still time in the 
Regiment for pleasant pursuits when work is done. 

The Duke of York's Royal Military School, Dover 
School Prospectus 

Genera l 
r r ^ H E Duke of York's Royal Military School is a boarding 
X School for the sons of soldiers. While it is intended 

primarily for the boys who aim to make the Army their career 
and whose parents or guardians desire them to do so, it affords 
every opportunity for boys to proceed to the University or to 
follow other careers. 

T h e School was founded by Royal Charter in i 8 o i , chiefly 
through the instrumentality of Frederick, Duke of York, son of 
George III, and was established at Chelsea in 1803. 

In 1909 it moved to Dover, where a School was built on up-
to-date lines, with separate boarding houses, school chapel, 
sanatorium, class-rooms, library, workshops, gymnasium, 
swimming bath and playing fields within 150 acres. 

T h e School is regularly inspected by H.M.I, of Schools. 

Reg is t ra t ion of Candidat<>s and Ages of 
Admiss ion . 

A n y boy is eligible for registration as a candidate for admis-
sion to the School who is the legitimate (or lawful) son of a 

warrant officer, non-commissioned officer or a man who is 
serving or has served in the Army or of an officer who, prior 
to being Commissioned, enlisted on a normal engagement in 
the Regular Army (for a minimum of four years' service). 

A boy may be registered as a candidate between the ages of 
8 and 11, and early registration is advisable, but apart from 
certain entries between 9 and 11 years all entries are made 
annually (in September) at the age of 11. T o be considered 
for admission in any particular year a boy must be registered 
before ist November of the previous year. 

Selection f o r Admiss ion 
Selection for admission is made by Her Majesty's Commis-

sioners who administer the School. Preference is given to the 
sons of soldiers who have been killed in action or have died 
whilst serving, and other family circumstances are taken into 
account. In making their selections the career and the service 
of the father are considered as a principal recommendation. 

Before being considered for admission candidates are required 
to undergo educational, general and medical tests. 
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Expeniics 
Education and essential clothing at the School are provided 

free. Parents who can afford to do so are required to provide 
certain items of games clothing and of school civilian dress. 
It is also desirable that boys should be provided by their parents 
or guardians with some pocket money (including contingencies) 
but this should not e x c e ^ 5s. od. per week. T h e pocket money 
should be sent to the boy's Housemaster, who wUl administer 
it on the boy's behalf. In the case of certain pensionable boys, 
pocket money up to 5s. od. a week is provided. 

For the normal school holidays (Christmas, Easter and 
Summer) boys return to their parents or guardians who are 
required to pay their fares from and to school, except in the 
case of certain pensionable boys whose fares are paid for them. 

Organ iza t i on of the School 
T h e School is organized into: — 

(a) Four Junior Houses of boys from ages 10 to 13. 
(b) Four Senior Houses for boys from ages 13 to 19. 

Each House can take up to 60 boys. 

Educat ion 
T h e School is organised into three streams and provides a 

boy according to his aptitude and abilities with: — 
A sound general education, and either 

(a) A normal academic education of the Grammar School 
type, or 

(b) A curriculum with a technical bias. 
Boys following either course are expected to stay at school 

until their reach the age of 16, and take the General Certificate 
of Education Ordinary Level, in subjects appropriate to their 
interests and future careers. 

Boys selected as likely to benefit by further education are 
expected to take a sixth form course for the General Certificate 
of Education, Advanced Level, for at least two years after 
Ordinary Level. 

T h e following are the subjects taken in the school: — 
English, History, Geography. 

^ Mathematics. 
Physics, Chemistry, Biology, General Science. 
Metalwork, Woodwork, Engineering Drawing. 
Latin, French, German. 
Art, Craft (including bookbinding, printing, pottery, lino-

printing, and clay modelling. 
Music. 

In addition, aU boys are given instruction in Religious 
Knowledge and physical education. All boys are taught to 
swim. 

Clubs a n d Societies 
All boys are given opportunities, and are encouraged, to 

join clubs and societies in the following range: — 
Clubs: Aeromodelling; Art; Bridge; Canoeing; Chess; 

Duke of Edinburgh's Award; Gymnastics and 
Trampoline; Judo; Life Saving; Modelling in wood, 
plastic and metal; Photography; Pottery; Rock 
Climbing; Shooting (.22 and .303). 

Societies : Archaeological; Astronomical; Cinema; Classical; 
Debating; Dramatic; French; German; Globe 
Trotters (Geographical); Literary; Mathematics and 
Science; Natural History; Philately. 

The range of clubs and societies varies from time to time. 

Games 
The major school games are Rugby Football (Autumn Term), 

Hockey (Spring Term), Athletics and Cricket (Summer Term). 
In addition, boys are given the opportunity of taking part in 

the following: — 
Badminton, Basketball, Boxing, Fencing, Sailing, Squash 
Racquets, Swimming, Tennis. 

M i l i t a r y T ra in ing 
Elementary Military Training is given to boys in the junior 

School. From the age of 14 all boys join the C . C . F . : special 
emphasis being placed on the training of Sixth Form bpys in 
leadership. After passing Proficiency Test, Lower V l t h Form 
graduate through the N.C.O.s ' Cadre, and all boys may join 
one or more of the following sections: R.E., including Field 

Survey, Signals, Civil Defence, R.E.M.E., and take part in 
Arduous Training. T h e School has its own 25-yard .22 (indoor) 
and 25-yard .303 (outdoor) ranges. 

Boys who show sufficient aptitude are expected to take theii 
place in the Band or Drums, which form an essential and 
distinctive feature of the life of the School. 

Futu re Ca ree r s 
A comprehensive careers service is provided to give the boys 

guidance in following the careers of their choice in the fashion 
best suited to their abilities, including entry to the Universities. 
T h e Armed Forces are given pride of place and there is an 
excellent record of boys entering Service Cadet Colleges to 
obtain Regular Commissions in the Army, Navy or Air Force. 
Those with the necessary aptitudes may also leave to join 
Service Apprentice Schools or Boys' Units. 

Royal Signals Association can provide forms of application 
for entry, advice, and, on occasion, assistance in obtaining 
entrance to the School. There is usually a waiting list. Very 
early application is recommended. 

22nd R E G I M E N T 
1I.<|. Squad ron . T h e exercise season being over, H.Q. 

Squadron has settled down to prepare for winter training, and 
some of the chores that go with it. Firstly, the Administrative 
Inspection had to be cleared. After some frenzied work, the 
inspection went well in the morning with some light relief 
in the afternoon. 

Having negotiated the Admin, successfully, the Squadron 
looked forward to a quiet week-end. It was not to be. On 
the Friday there was another turnout ordered by higher 
authority. More frenzied movement out of camp to nearby 
locations, and then back again; eventually, the long week-end 
off was started at about 6 o'clock. 

N o w we are in the thick of our winter training courses 
and beginning to prepare for Christmas. 

I Squad ron . This month we welcome to the Regiment 
Captain J. M. Hincks from the Rhodesia and Nyasaland Army. 

All Troops in the Squadron were fairly heavily committed 
on exercises for the first three weeks of the month. 

T h e few left in camp spent many hours of cleaning up 
the accommodation, equipment and vehicles, and achieved a 
very high standard in the short time they had available, prior 
to the Administrative Inspection. In the morning the inspec-
tion went smoothly. Immediately after lunch, the C.C., Royal 
Signals, detailed a certain number of detachments for a crash 
move out of camp, to set up a chain radio net from field loca-
tions: Whilst this was going on, the rest of the Squadron 
had been warned that saboteurs were loose in the camp, 
placing bombs on vehicles and in stores. T h e S.S.M., unknown 
to most, was a saboteur and caused a great deal of confusion. 
However, he became somewhat embarrassed when he was 
locked in his own armoury with a bomb, by another saboteur 
who " suspected his loyalty." 

Over the week-end of the 26th/27th October, certain members 
of I Squadron, assisted by an equal number from 244 Squadron, 
took part in Exercise " Rose Bloom." This exercise took place 
in the Sennelager training area and was an escape, evasion and 
signal exercise for members of 65th Regiment (T.A.) and 188 
Battery, Royal Artillery (T.A.). Thirty of their men parachuted 
in, and all ranks felt that useful training had been gained, 
and look forward to when the T . A . " drop i n " again in 
December. 

244 Squad ron . When one has got past the annual 
N . A . T . O . autumn exercise (or " F a l l e x " to those who under-
stand Americanisms) one hopes that the exercise season is 
ending and that one can relax in preparation for more 
Administrative Inspections and C.I.V. Inspections. Not so; 
at least, not in this Squadron. No sooner were we back in 
barracks from " Lion Vert," than every Brigade in Germany 
went off on their own exercises. T o each of them 2 A . T . A . F . 
gave lavish air support, and so to each of them we sent off 
tentacles to serve their A.C.T. 's . 

One by one these Y Troop tentacles have now come home, 
mostly having enjoyed themselves, and invariably with the 
thanks of the formation which they supported. T w o of the 
tentacles were due back, by the way, the night before the 
Administrative Inspection. By some odd mischance they re-
turned 24 hours late . . . ! 
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Whilst Y Troop has recently borne the brunt of exercises, 
Z Troop, too, has been out. They spent four valuable days 
exercising with the Belgian A.S.S.U. (At this particular stage 
of events the Squadron Commander and S.S.M. were " punch-
drunk "; the Administrative Inspection imminent and less than 
ten uncommitted men left in barracks!). 

In the event, the inspection went very well. 
The Pedal Thrusters arrived back after their ten-day bicycle 

tour of Germany. It took them a long time to persuade their 
friends that they were not at all sore and that they enjoyed 
it, but they really meant it! 

B O U N D VOLUMES of " T H E W I R E " : 

We have available material to bind in book 
form 20 copies of the 1963 "WIRE." 
Messes and individuals who require bound 
volumes should please let the Editor know 

as soon as possible. 

: PRICE IS £2/10/0 

THE FOLLOWIIVG GOODS AltE AVA ILABLE 
F R O M ASSOCIATION I IEADQUAnTERS 

Corps Paint Transfers: 
"J immy"—on background of Corps Colours (each) 

l o - ' x y V / y V / x s V s " . 3 V i o " x 2 V 
3/- 2/8 1/6 

Mounted on black plastic (each) 
4 / 9 4 / -

Corps Ties—Heavy Weave 
Woollen 
Terylene 

Corps Scarves—^Woollen 
Rayon Squares 

Cravats—Terylene 
Corps Cuff Links 
Association Buttonhole Badges or Brooches 
Blazer Badges 
Blazer Buttons—Large (each) 

Small (each) 
Motor Car Badges (enamelled in Corps 

Colours) 
Motor Cycle Badges (enamelled in Corps 

Colours 
Corps Plaques 
Corps Diaries (available each year between November and 

February. Apply to Headquarters for Order Form). 

7 / 6 
8/6 

I I / -
21/-
21/-

21/-
9 / -

Members only 

4 5 / -

2 / 3 
1/8 

3 5 / -

20/-
29/6 plus postage 

PLEASE SEND CASH W I T H ORDER for all the above 
articles except Corps Paint Transfers, for which an account 
will be forwarded. 

W E ARE V E R Y M U C H W I T H IT 
SAY 24 th REGIMENT 

Having had a fairly hectic year and no notes published for 
some time, we would like the thousands who have passed 
through 24th or one of its many predecessor regiments, to 
know that we are still very much with it. 

There have been many changes during the year. The old 
National Service " sausage machine" system of training has 
been changed to meet the requirements of the all-Regular 
^ m y . Courses have been lengthened and more military train-
ing incorporated. Adventure-type training has been expanded 
and everyone takes part. To see one or two of the more 
portly members of the Sergeants' Mess dangling at the end 
of a rope while cliff climbing is quite a sight. 

The Signal Training Wing (W.R.A.C.) exists no more. It 
has recently been integrated with the Regiment, the staff and 
trainees becoming a full part of the Regiment and carrying 
out the same training programme as the men. Yes, they 
will also do Adventure Training! 



The 24th Regiment sets the pace! 
N o r t h e r n C o m m a n d Champions at foo tba l l , sw imming , cross-country runn ing and dr iv ing , as we l l as the best A r m y T e a m 

in the A . C . U . Na t i ona l Rally. 

^ j f 

Ok, - 0% 
W • ^ ^ 

. _ • V f 

r f | i -

! ^ T 
I . • 

( T o p l e f t ) : Last Season's C u p — T h i s Season's T e a m , (back r o w ) : S igna lman For res te r , S igna lman O n s l o w , S ignalman W i l l i a m s , C o r p o r a l Cook , Lance-
C o r p o r a l Su ther land , S ignalman Ga l lagher , S igna lman R a m s b o t t o m 

S e a t e d ; S igna lman C la rke , C o r p o r a l N o o n (capta in ) , L ieu tenan t -Co lone l Peat, C a p t a i n T h o m p s o n , C o r p o r a l Bonnici, C o r p o r a l Cal lachan, S igna lman 
H o w d e n ( in f r o n t ) 

( T o p R i g h t ) : N o r t h e r n C o m m a n d Champions (back r o w : S igna lman Stap le ton , S igna lman Chappel , S igna lman W i l l i a m s , S igna lman C o o p e r 
( C e n t r e r o w ) : Lance-Corpora l Ashford , L ieu tenan t -Co lone l Peat , Staff Sergeant H a r v e y , C a p t a i n Grace , S igna lman S. Reeves 

( F r o n t r o w ) : S igna lman P. Cast le , S igna lman Bishop, S igna lman Phil l ips, S igna lman M , Cast le 
N o r t h e r n C o m m a n d D r i v i n g Champions 1963. Best Royal Signals and N o r t h e r n C o m m a n d T e a m in the A r m y D r i v i n g Championships 1963: 

(Back r o w ) : Lance -Corpora l G a r d i n e r , Sergeant B ingham, Lance -Corpora l B e a u m o n t , C o r p o r a l C o n n o r 
( F r o n t r o w ) : Lance -Corpora l Mor r i s , S igna lman Bal four , L i e u t e n a n t W o o d , Lance -Corpora l K i lburn , Lance -Corpora l S m i t h 

Cups: B a m a T r o p h y , Best Signals T e a m , 1963, N o r t h e r n C o m m a n d D r i v i n g Championsh ip 1963, W i n n i n g T e a m . B a m a T r o p h y , Best N o r t h e r n 
C o m m a n d T e a m 

( B o t t o m r i g h t ) A r m y W i n n e r s of the A C W N a t i o n a l Ral ly, 1963 ( f ron t r o w ) : Sergeant S. B r a i t h w a i t e , R . Q . M . S . E. W . F i r th , M a j o r B. W . A . Col l ins, 
Sergeant J. L. C u m m i n s , C o r p o r a l A . J. Deans 

( S t a n d i n g ) : Sergeant G. B ingham, Lance -Corpora l P. J. K i lburn , C o r p o r a l R. J. Connor , C o r p o r a l D . E. A . R a m m , Sergeant W . S. Rees, C o r p o r a l 
K. G. H a i n s w o r t h , Lance -Corpora l C. J. G a r d i n e r 

During the year we have been visited by the G.O.C., 
C.-in-C., S.O.-in-C., C.I.G.S., War Minister, and many other 
individuals and parties. In the realms of sport, at the time of 
writing, we are: 

(Dommand Oiampions at football, swimming, cross-country 
running, driving. Command runners-up at rugby y's, boxing, 
hockey 6's, .22 shooting. 

In the National A.C.U. Rally of 1963, we entered three 
teams, and a note of their successes is below. In motor car 
rallies, we entered 12, took first Army places in nine, and repre-
sented the Army in the Scottish R.A.C. Rally, taking two prizes 
there. 

Nearer home, the Regimental activities centre flourishes. 
This is a brain child of the Education OfiBcer, with its boat-
building section under the M.O., photography club under the 
Messing Officer, car repair section under the Unit Paymaster, 
slot car racing club, transistor radio construction club, etc., run 
by Regimental officers. There are basketball, trampoline, 
weight-lifting and gymnastic classes most evenings, as well as 
squash, badminton, archery, and all the normal outdoor sports. 

In short, from the 17-year-old newly-enlisted soldier to the 
well-known Charlie Childs who first enlisted in 1920 and is 
still serving as a civilian instructor, the Re^ment continues 
to work hard and play hard. 
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BY APPOINTMENT 
TO HER MAJESTY THE QUEEN 

GOLDSMITHS & CROWN JEWELLERS, 
OARRARD & CO. LTD., LONDON 

T h e G A R R A R D 
'Service Watcli ' 

W A T E R P R O O F • SHOCKPROOF 

NON-MAGNETIC • CHROME AND S T E E L CASE 

LUMINOUS • F U L L Y GUARANTEED 2 YEARS 

£10 

G A R R A R D The Crown Jewellers 
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F I R M S SUPPORT S t R V i y t J|^0URWAIS 

JOHHwy-SON 
Britain's Best Canned Foods 

ALSO PROPRIETORS OF 

Jfriar Cutfe 
Superior Canned Meats 

salufae, 
tke, FtoA/om of 

D.K 
THE SAUCE THAT DOES YOU QOOO 

For Y o u r E n j o y m e n t 

C a l l a r d & B o w s e r ' s 
Celebrated "Thistle Brand" 

B U T T E R - S C O T C H 
Famous since 1837 

Refreshes after work, travel and sport 

Wr rright's 
COAL T A R SOAP 

IDEAL FOR TOILET BATH AND NURSERY 

The only way 

to find out if 

^o/iAjeA^fi^o^^CPi/ 

Regal Fruit Drops and 

Everton Mints taste 

as good as they look 

is to TRY THEM! 

S M I T H S 
have GPispness 

in the bâ ! 
Smith's Potato Crisps Limited. 

Great West Road. Brentrord, Middlesex. 

I f t l Z U k 
CIGARETTE PAPERS 

J. PARKINSON & SON 
(SHIPLEY) LTD. 

PLAIN & UNIVERSAL MILLING 
MACHINES, SUNDERLAND GEAR 

PLANERS AND VICES 

SHIPLEY YORKS 

B U L P I T T & S O N S , LTD. , 
BIRMINGHAM • ENGLAND. 

ALUMINIUM HOLLOWARE 
ELeCTRICAL APPLIANCES 

Young at every age in 

Members of H.M. Forces 
are given 5 % discount 
on all purchases 

Cecil Gee 
I N T E R N A T I O N A L M E N ' S W E A R 

110 C h a r i n g Cross Road, London , W C 2 

Fashion Clothes for men 

Get details of the 
Cecil Gee 600 Club for men 
who appreciate good clothes 
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( T o p le f t ) : Sergeant Rene Verhoye (BE) , R . Q . M . S . Ken W r i g h t (BR) and Staff Sergeant M a j o r Joe GIrotdi ( N L ) . (Top r igh t ) : Corpora l A . 
Wins tan ley in the Corps Gl ider (K4) at Bruggen. ( B o t t o m le f t ) : Corpora l Lindsay ( A S A Gold Medal l is t for s w i m m i n g in f j o r d waters ) and Signalman 
Shea. ( B o t t o m cent re ) : T h e Belgian D e t a c h m e n t — a t play! Left to r ight : Signalman A. T u n m o r e , Lance-Corporal A . Bright, Signalman W . Staines, 
W . O . I I W . Murphy , Lance-Corporal D. Grif f i ths. ( B o t t o m r ight ) : Canoeing Club: Lance-Corporal H i d e , Signalman O ' N e i l , Signalman W e e k l e y , 

Corpora l Lindsay, Captain E. J. Macdonald, A.C.C. , Signalman Shea, Corpora l Kelly, Corpora l Spra t t 

28th Regiment - B.F.P.O. 34 

Th o s e of you who have bothered to read the odd goings-
on of this Regiment in previous issues of THE WIRE, may 

well be puzzled about the composition of the Regiment, whom 
the Regiment serves and whether, in fact, it is part of B.A.O.R. 
at all. Y o u are not alone. 

A t the moment of writing the Regiment is and yet is not a 
part of B.A.O.R. It serves H.Q. Northag and is supported from 
N A T O rather than British funds. T h e Regiment is now con-
centrated in Francisca Barracks, near Krefeld, except for one 
detachment who work in Belgium. 

Under command of the Regiment for certain purposes are a 
Belgian and Netherlands Signal Squadron, and a Canadian 
Troop. T h e Regiment works in conjunction with a sister 
Northag Unit which is German. 

Anyone who fancies himself as a linguist can be used in 
system control, where, during an exercise, one can hear a very 
great deal of multinational bad language. 

From a sporting and social point of view, for all matters 
relating to personnel, and for all " Corps " matters, the Regi-
ment is a part of B.A.O.R. 

One of the primary sports is gliding and the Regiment is 
fortunate not only in having the Corps glider but also a qualified 
instructor (Second-Lieutenant L . S. Hood). Another popular 
sport is canoeing and again the Regiment is lucky to have 
Corporal J. Lindsay who is a qualified instructor and who 
recently distinguished himself by winning an Amateur Swim-

ming Association gold award in Norway for swimming in sub 
zero fjord waters. 

28th Regiment's golfers have recently done well and W.O.II 
R. Issitt and Major S. P. Irwin, between them, carried off 
nearly all the honours in the B.A.O.R. Championships. 

From the current Adventure Training Oaurse in Norway 
comes the news that our Corporal Hedges has gained a Golden 
Award for personal survival—in a performance that deeply 
impressed watching V.I.P.s. 

n .S .M . ' s " D o u b l e . " W O.I (R.S.M.) D . Spence joins 
the (he says!) select band holding both the T . A . Efficiency 
Medal and L.S. and G.C. Medal—the award of his Long 
Service and Good Conduct Medal having recently been 
authorised. 

BTotcs f r o m o u r Be l g i an netnehment . T h e photo-
graph captioned " T h e Belgian detachment—at p l a y " shows 
S.S.M. Murphy and party in the market square, Tongeren. 
In the background is a bronze statute of Ambiorix, King of the 
Eburons, after whom our barracks is named. 

Tongeren (where the detachment is located) is in the province 
of Limburg and is the oldest tovra in Belgium. T h e people 
are predominately French speaking, but seem to be learning 
Enslish quite satisfactorily. L i fe in Belgium is quite pleasant 
and makes a nice change after the rather more regimental 
atmosphere of Germany. T h e girls are pretty and all the people 
are extremely friendly. T h e British soldier is held in high 
regard. 
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Bird Brained Xo More . In a comparatively recent 
A.C.I, it was stated that certain Regiments of the Royal Corps 
of Signals were to have their own light aircraft. This means 
pilots. Where will they come from? Who will train them? 
The answer to these questions is obviously the Army Air 
Corps, where a comparatively short and intensive course is given. 
The experience in airmanship, which a man needs to enable 
him to live a safe life in the air, may be obtained at one of 
the gliding fields of Germany. Luftwaffe pilots were trained 
almost entirely on gliders prior to the 1939-45 War. This must 
prove wrong the small core of people who say that gliding is a 
disadvantage to those who wish to leam to fly power machines. 

Recently 28th Regiment was nominated the Gliding Regi-
ment of the Corps in Germany. This task has been taken 
seriously and already considerable progress has been made in 
training, due largely to the efforts of Second-Lieutenant Leigh 
Hood who is a qualified instructor. So far we have introduced 
15 soldiers of the Regiment to gliding of which three have 
already attained their " A " and " B " certificates (solo pilots) 
and several others will be qualified within the next few weeks. 

Corporal Allan Winstanley, one of our newly qualified solo 
pilots, has already applied for training with the Army Air 
Corps. It must be pointed out that any applicant for such 
flying training should be fully qualified for Sergeant before 
the Army Air Corps will accept him. This, of course, doesn't 
mean you need delay your flying. Start gliding now. 

2 0 « SQVADItOlV I N SOVTIIEBIV FBANCE 
In mid-September 206 Squadron, together with the larger 

part of 6 Infantry Br'gade Group, left the mellow mists of 
Munster on an 800 mile journey to the French Army's training 
area in the Ausse Du Larzac in Southern France. 

The Brigade was to be away from Germany for a period of 
five weeks, during which time each Battalion Group would in 
turn be put through a strenuous exercise incorjMrating all 
phases of war. In addition, the long journey was intended to 
test the skiU and stamina of drivers, the serviceability of vehicles 
and the Brigade's administration during an extended absence 
from peace locations. 

Though the main convoy did not include the Battalion 
Groups it still consisted of over 150 vehicles. The Battalion 

Vacancies 
in the 

Composite Signals Organisation 

A number of vacancies, offering 
good career prospects, exist for:-

RADIO OPERATORS (Male) 

Write, giving details of Education, 
Qualifications and Experience to: 

Recruitment Officer (CSO'6) 
Government Communications Head-
quarters, 

Block, Priors Road, Cheltenham, 

Gloucestershire 

The Squadron Commander (Major H. Rothwell, M.B.E.) following 
the progress of an enemy attack on the Kings Shropshire Light 

Infantry 

Groups were to follow later in order that they could deploy 
immediately on arrival. This huge column of vehicles was 
splendidly headed by German and French police outriders 
with a helicopter umbrella, as it slowly snaked its way 
south-westwards across Europe to within 50 miles of the 
Mediterranean. 

The first day's journey was probably the least interesting in 
that the majority of this part of the route was well known to us. 
It took us through typical rolling Munsterland countryside to 
the outskirts of Montabaur near the Rhine. The next day we 
travelled due south down the picturesque Rhine valley, passing 
St. Goar where a large slate rock reduces the width of the 
river to its narrowest. There is a legend that a most beautiful 
girl used to sit on this rock, singing whilst she combed her hair, 
and that the captains of passing boats were so distracted that 
they inevitably ran aground. Our drivers, however, were neither 
distracted by the rock nor impressed with the legend, they 
were far too absorbed in waving to the girls working in the 
vineyards towering above them! 

We camped that night near the French border at Sar-
reguemines. We crossed the frontier early the next day and 
entered the rather flat uninteresting farming area of North 
Eastern France. The French people were agreeably surprised 
to see us and the daily work of Nancy and Langres came to a 
standstill as we were waved through. It had to, for despite the 
frantic whistling of the French Gendarmerie our convoy still 
took over twenty minutes to pass a point. The final three days 
of the journey took us through the type of countryside that the 
average British tourist has to spend the majority of his annual 
savings to be able to see. We passed through mile after mile 
of mature vineyards, picturesque gorges and quaint old villages; 
we gave Lyons its biggest traffic jam for many a day and warmed 
to the sunny Mediterranean climate as at last after five and a 
half days' strenuous driving we approached the Ausse du Larzac. 
Most of us had not fully appreciated the transformation in 
temperature that would occur when we came to climb over 
2,500 feet during the final ten miles of our journey. We passed 
the cloud level about half-way up, the wind developed gradually 
into a gale and the Brigade changed from shirt-sleeve order to 
" Parkers" on the move. Yes, we knew we had reached a 
military training area. We began to think of Catterick! 

The Squadron's work at Larzac was not restricted to " signal-
ling." Having already built up a reputation as the best trained 
" Infanteers" in the Corps we were invited to contribute a 
Platoon towards the enemy force. This Platoon, led by Second-
Lieutenant Roper, accredited itself magnificently. It was at its 
best as a night fighting patrol or in contributing towards a 
silent night attack. Our Battalions still wonder at the ability of 
the Brigade's Signalmen to be able to completely encroach into 
their positions at night, unobserved, and to be able to get away 
with prisoners without a shot being fired. 

The Squadron look upon this infantry work in small doses 
as " great," however we have not been besieged with requests 
for transfer of arm, though a number have made inquiries about 
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Second Lieutenant Ropers patrol waiting for their orders for the 
nights activities 

T h e C .S .O. Shape, M a j o r G e n e r a l E. H e n r i c i , gues t o f H o n o u r at t h e T . A . D i n n e r 
a t Shape, o f t h e G e r m a n A r m y , o b v i o u s l y ho lds t h e a t t e n t i o n o f his aud ience 
w h i c h inc ludes A i r C o m m o d o r e B. H . B o o n , O .B .E , , D e p u t y C .S .O . , L i e u t e n a n t 
C o l o n e l s D . C . Beatz , H .S .O . , and S. J . W i l l i a m s , C . O . o f 47 Signal R e g i m e n t 
( M i d d l e s e x Y e o m a n r y ) T . A . and M a j o r C . M c D e v i t t , O . C . 223 Signal S q u a d r o n 

signalling with the parachutists. We made full use of the D i i 
detachment, loaned to us by C.R. Signals, not only to work 
directly back to Munster and the staging posts between, but 
also to transmit press reports directly to England. This good 
turn, incidentally, resulted in some good publicity for the Corps 
in the British Press. We also gained valuable experience in 
joint Services signalling by jointly manning the telephone 
exchange with French Signallers. 

T h e exercising of each Battalion finished at about noon each 
Friday. Once we had cleaned and serviced our equipment the 
weekend was free for recreational activities; bull-fighting, swim-
ming and canoeing in the Mediterranean, or visiting one of the 
host of fashionable resorts for which the French Riviera is 
renowned. Very few of the Squadron had witnessed a bull-
fight previously, so despite the cost there was a considerable 
demand to see such Spanish stars as Dos Anjos in action at 
Beziers. Our Brigade Major is quite an authority on this sport 
and gave a most interesting talk on the finer points of the 
fight before we set off. It was a mediocre meeting apparently, 
but nevertheless a tremendous spectacle. One of our wits 
sunnmed it up as follows, " tha can 'ave the strength of a Picador, 
the speed of a Rejoneador and the courage of a Matador, but 
yer still likely to come out looking like a battered door." 

A special comment must be made upon the friendliness of 
the French people in this part of France. Wherever our soldiers 
went they were given a warm reception and generous hos-
pitality. In return the K.S .L . I . Band entertained the inhabitants 
of the larger towns to some excellent Band concerts. T h e local 
Press reports left no doubt how much they were appreciated. 

We arrived in Southern France just as the grape harvest 
was beginning and left just as it was drawing to a close. " L e 
vin est le plus saine et le plus hygenique des boissons,"— 
Louis Pasteur. Vive le vin, vive le Francais—but, or dear, the 
cost of your haircuts! 

Stop Press—Warning order received that w e are going to 
Italy next year! 

228 S Q U A D K O N B .F . P .O . 6 
Jo in the Te r r i t o r i a l A r m y and see the 

P l a c e P i g a l l o 
A detachment of 47th Regiment (Middlesex Yeomanry) T.A. , 

under their Commanding Officer, Lieutenant-Colonel S. J. 
Williams, M.B.E., T.D., have just completed their annual two 
weeks' attachment to 228 Squadron at S H A P E during which 
they brought themselves up to date on local conditions, current 
signalling techniques and procedures and finally ran quite an 
ambitious little exercise in the field using H.F. radio, radio 
relay and multi-channel equipment. 

Socially they met most of the people who matter at S H A P E , 
both from a communications viewpoint and from the British 
national viewpoint. 

Major-General E. Henrici, assistant Chief of Staff, Com-
munications and Electronics Division, S H A P E , took a keen 
interest in their work and was at pains to express his apprecia-
tion of these " Yeomen, who come to S H A P E to assist with our 
communications in their spare time, whilst we, the Regulars, 
go off to the Cote d'Azur in ours! 

Among the highlights of their visit was a conducted tour of 
Paris, by bus (during which we got rather badly stuck in the 
twisting lanes of Montmartre); a presentation of the Hobart 
plan to S H A P E by the planning wing team, led by the S.O.-in-C. 

himself, and a Regimental Dinner night in the Panel Room at 
S H A P E during which all the traditional games were played by 
a slightly mystified international gathering. 

Staff Sergeant Gideon distinguished himself right from the 
outset by telling the O.C. 228 Squadron to " B . . . o f f " 
thinking he was some kind of a ticket tout when he met them 
at the Gare du Nord, but he more than made up for this small 
gaffe by laying lines with great speed and gusto in all directions 
during Exercise " Terrier III ," and by offering cups of coffee 
to the exercise commander, Major T i m Woodgate, at ReveiUe 
each morning. 

254 S Q U A D K O X D .F .P .O . 60 
I l ad io T r o o p have had their ups and downs—^more 

ups than downs, judging by the number of times they have 
been " u p - c o u n t r y " (founeen since n t h April). For those 
who follow exercise names and remember those used in 
B.A.O.R., how about t h e s e — " W e b b e d Foot," " W i d e Berth," 
" Brown T r o u t " " Mixed GriU," " Jack U p , " " Sweat," " Play-
time IV," "Bi l tong." 

Hearty congratulations to Staff Sergeant J. H. Nelson on 
being awarded the British Empire Medal for sterling work with 
30th Regiment. 

Comcon T r o o p . Very " shifty " personnel have recently 
moved one of the two locahty message centres run by them 
at Balaclava Camp, Little Aden, to Falaise Camp, with good 
results. T h e W.R.A.C. have now taken over our duties in 
Comcen, Aden, leaving us to concentrate on running A.D.S. 
and the two message centres. 

Welcome to W.O.II (Y. of S.) Hudson. 

603 T r o o p (Aden Element). T w o tentacles, plus, are 
now firmly " suckered" on to the Squadron. They have 
played a full and very efficient part in exercises " Brown Trout ," 
"Cascomex 8, H.M.S. Ark Royal," " Cascomex 2, H.M.S. 
Victorious " " Mixed Grill," and many others. 

Sports N e w s 
Cricket. Many Squadron players have represented Royal 

Signals (Mideast) and it is reported that Corporal Wolf is 
having trouble filling in a claim for shoes, canvas, destroyed by 
countless run-ups. T h e Squadron came fourth in the Minor 
Units League. 

Swimming. Towards the end of the season, many Squadron 
players represented Royal Signals (Mideast) at water-polo, and 
Royal Signals were unlucky to be just runners-up in the 
Army Championships, 45 Commando, R.M., winning by 7 — 5 . 
On that same day, however, we won the Minor Units 6 x 66 
and 2/3m. freestyle relay race. 

Basketball. Very few matches have been played so far this 
season. On three occasions during the last visit of H.M.S. 
Victorious, we won comfortably against the Communications 
Division of the carrier. 

Football. One thing about Aden is that you can play foot-
ball all the year round, until it kills you! The Unit is rich 
with players and have already won several friendly matches 
against local teams. We hope to keep the W . D . & H.O. Wills 
donated, H Q., Aden, Garrison Football League Cup and 
perhaps win the Army Cup (Mideast), the Corps (Mideast) 
and the Cowasjee-Dinshaw Cups. 
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STORK NEWS. TO conclude, may we offer our congratulations 
to Staff Sergeant and Mrs. Nugent, Corporal and Mrs. Lamb, 
Corporal and Mrs. Chapman, Corporal and Mrs. Dixon, Corporal 
and Mrs. Goodman, Lance-Corporal and Mrs. Crouch, Lance-
Corporal and Mrs. Hughes, Lance-Corporal and Mrs. Edward-
son, all of whom have had additions to the family. 

262 S Q I I A D R O N 
B .F .P .O . 53 

T h e most important occurrence during the month of October 
was a visit to the Squadron, on the 17th, by the G.O.C. , 
Cyprus District, Major-General P. G . F. Young, C.B.E. 

After meeting the O.C., Major J. L . McKellar, and the S.S.M., 
W.O.II S. A. G . Hulse, the General was given a tour of 
inspection taking in the Signal Centre, Telephone Exchange, 
M . T . Section, Radio Troop and Q.M. Stores. Before he left 
us, it was perfectly clear that he is very interested in the work 
we do and that he understood our problems. 

T h e Radio Troop have just completed two five-day exercises 
with the Rifle Brigade and the ist Gloucesters, involving close 
infantry support. T w o of the Radio Troop operators, Lance-
Corporal Mick Stuart and S i ^ a l m a n Wilf Deakin have been 
included in an Adventure Training party of the Rifle Brigade 
on an expedition into North Africa. This is another example 
of the close liaison between the two units. 

In the sporting scene, the future is bright. This season we 
have the makings of a good football team, which should gain 
increased success as time passes. T w o new activities in the 
Squadron have appeared, namely hockey and canoeing. This 
is the first time that the Squadron has produced a hockey team, 
and if initial success is anything to go by, we can look for-
ward to an exciting season. T w o canoes, purchased for us by 
the Nuffield Trust, now adorn the rafters of the M . T . garages. 

We are fortunate in having three experienced canoeists in 
our midst, namely, the Second-in-Command, Captain G. Wilkie-
Snow and Signalmen Bill Smith and " T i n y " Campbell. 
With the coming of the cooler season, as the winter is known 
in Cyprus, the interest in this new sport is increasing. 

Our two Radio Relay Detachments at Mount Olympus and 
Episkopi have been showing the flag in their usual manner. 
Mount Olympus in the dismantling of a 60ft. aerial tower, 
which got slightly bent during an electrical storm. At Epi-
skopi, Sergeant Gwynne and his team have continued to main-
tain their excellent standard, though hard pressed due to lack 
of manpower, as so many of his detachment were attending 
courses. 

604 T R O O P 
Since December, 1961, 604 Troop has been attached to 32nd 

Regiment, R.A., and for administrative purposes we have been 
under command of 46 (Talavera) Battery). T h e Regiment is 
returning to England in December this year to be re-equipped 
with 5.5 in. guns. The Troop is remaining here for the time 
being at least, and we are now attached to Headquarters ist 
Artillery Brigade, although we are once more a self-accounting 
Unit. 

On Saturday, 12th October, 46 Battery invited us to a fare-
well social evening in their Battery Club. Major G. V . Dennis, 
Commanding 46 Battery, then presented us with a very fine 
plaque which now sits in the place of honour in the Troop. 
We thank Major Dennis and all 46 Battery for our enjoyable 
service with them. 

R o c k Cl imbing. W e have recently formed a thriving rock 
climbing and mountaineering Club with no less than sixteen 
members—almost half our strength. Every weekend. Lieutenant 
Brown and a party visits the Honnetal (a limestone gorge near-
by) to savour the delights of vertical rock climbs. Although a 
few of the Club have done a little climbing before with the 
Army Outward Bound School, most are trying their hands 
for the first time. 

A t present we have no equipment of our own, but 205 
Squadron kindly share theirs with us, and often we spend week-
ends climbing together. We have now been allocated an 
adventure training grant and we have on order some of the 
most modern and up to date equipment. A small subscription 
from each member ensures that our expendable items will never 
run short, so that by next summer we will have enough equip-
ment to tackle some peaks in the Western Alps. 

T h e Honnetal, although only two hundred and fifty feet at 
its highest point, offers climbs ranging from " moderate" to 
" extremely severe" with many overhanging and artificial 

Signalman Bryant reaches a difficult section on "Top Slab" 

routes, and is an ideal practice ground for any would-be 
climbers. We have put the easier climbs behind us now, and 
are graduating to " very difficult" and " severe " routes, gaining 
confidence in each other and particularly in the rope between 
us, as each man safeguards the next, over a difficult pitch. 

Many German climbers frequent the Hoimetal rocks and 
have on occasions climbed with us, although we have a slight 
language problem when talking in technical terms. We are 
learning a great deal about continental climbing from them, 
though they tend to shake their heads sadly as we tackle climbs 
in basketball boots and denim trousers! They are also showing 
us many new routes which we will be climbing in the near 
future. 

614 T R O O P 

On 3rd August the mem-
bers of the Park had a day 
out when Signalman Hard-
ing was married to Private 
Carol Jones, W.R.A.C. , at 
the Church of St. Thomas 
More, Rheindahlen. T h e 
wedding service, conducted 
by Father Tobin, and the re-
ception, held in the Cor-
porals' Club, H.Q. N A A F I , 
were both excellently con-
ducted and a good time was 
had by all. T h e high spot of 
the reception was the " k i d -
napping " of the groom by 
some of the guests. T h e 
Troop wish the happy 
couple " a l l the b e s t " for 
the years ahead. 

s i g n a l m a n and f i r s . H a r d i n g 

It was mentioned in an earlier edition about the opening of 
a social club within the Troop. During the summer all activities 
were, thanks to the weathermen, successful outdoor ones. But 
with the coming of winter an alternative venue had to be 
found. After much juggling of stores a site was made available 
in one of the larger storehouses. This has now been partitioned 
off and much " n i ^ t o i l " spent in converting a bare-walled, 
steel-girdered building into the most modem and up-to-date 
clubroom in the area. T h e Chief Signal Officer B A.O.R., 
Brigadier J. E. Anderson, C.B.E., has agreed to open the Club 
on 8th November. This event will provide the main topic of 
the next issue of the Troop notes. 
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We wrote of the Voyage 

of Taurua in the July Wire. 

Here is another Sea Adventure 

Am Ueiuiseal 
e m 

By Major F. C. Lockwood 

For three weeks a small yacht made her 
way gallantly against all the vagaries of the 
sea on the 950-mile journey from Malta to 
Cyprus crewed skilfully and with a spirit of 
high adventure by four members of the 

Corps. CITO" under full sail 

r r ( 0 sail a 30-year-old 27 ft. boat from Malta to Cyprus, in 
X October, when the prevailing gentle westerly winds 

would probably give way to the winter easterly wind, was not 
considered to be an attractive proposition by many who should 
know. The fact that " Cito" has no auxiliary power other 
than her reduced area cruising sails, and only one suit of the 
latter did nothing to make the venture more attractive. 
However, to skipper Major Gram Hansen, the seaworthyness of 
Cito was a matter with which he had concerned himself for 
two years and in this same period he had studied the nature of 
the Mediterranean with a view to such a voyage. Cito had to 
be brought back from Malta and he knew he could do this 
without unnecessary risk. For his crew he chose two yachtsmen 
of some experience, myself as navigator and Staff Sergeant F. 
Orr who sailed in Taurua with Lieutenant-Colonel L . D. Line 
from Singapore to Malta, as mate. Unable to find a fourth 
hand with ocean experience who could be freed for the venture, 
the skipper agreed to include in his crew Staff Sergeant G. 
James who volunteered for the voyage as an adventure. 

As Cito was in Malta and we in Cyprus, nothing could be 
done by way of preparing the boat and working up the crew 
and we left Cyprus by R.A.F. Hastings on the 24th September 
this year in the full knowledge that as time was at a premium 
we would make our departure with an unproved crew and a 
hastily prepared boat. In fact we had 30 hours from taking 
over Cito to our departure and this time was fully taken up 
finding and purchasing such essential stores as Butane for the 
galley, stove, plas.tic water containers, food, petrol for the battery 
charging engine and a host of minor items of bosunry including 
sail needles, palm and thread, items which later proved worth 
far more than their weight in gold. 

Green Seas and Torn Sails 
After a splendid farewell from Lieutenant-Colonel J. Clarke, 

C.R. Signals, Malta, we made our departure at 02.45 hours on 
the 26th September with a good met. forecast of moderate 
westerleys but with the knowledge of a front approaching from 
80 miles ahead. The existence and trend of this front deter-
mined our unusual departure time, for had we waited until 

dawn a strong on-shore wind would have spoiled our plans. 
How sound this decision by the skipper later proved to be. By 
dawn Malta was some 16 miles behind us and on a brave 
westerly we romped eastward at a spirited 5 knots. This, 
however, was to be short lived for already heavy cumulus cloud 
was building up on the horizon, but with the wind steady at 
Force 3/4 and anxious not to have a close lee shore when we 
reached the front, we carried our full sail. This nearly proved 
disastrous for a wild squall ahead of the front hit us with little 
or no warning and before hands could reef the main we suffered 
three tears, one 48 in. long. The next 30 hours proved the 
most uncomfortable of the trip. The freshening winds brought 
with them high seas which we estimated at 30 ft. and able to 
carry the No. i jib sail (our smallest) life aboard Cito became 
rather uncomfpjjable. T o add to the skipper's concern, one of 
our crew, unused to the motion, became violently seasick by 
12.00 hours on the 26th and by 18.00 hours had been forced by 
exhaustion into his bunk, from which he was unable to move 
for 24 hours. At 03.00 hours on the 28th, the skipper called 
the navigator to consider a safe course for Italy where we might 
seek shelter. A strong S.E. wind, against which we would make 
little headway with our small No. i jib, a badly torn main sail, 
a sick hand and a short sea punishing the boat, which already 
had a 30 in. split in the upper starboard bow plank, were the 
considerations which forced the skipper to ask for this alterna-
tive course. A difficult decision, for if he chose to run for 
shelter the enforced delay may weU have prejudiced the suc-
cessful outcome of the trip. In the next hour, however, a move-
ment of the wind to the south caused the skipper to withhold 
his decision until dawn, by which time the wind had moderated 
to S.W. Force 4 and over a high sea we romped on under our 
jib sail at nearly four knots and by 12.00 hours on the 28th 
Cito was over 150 miles east of Valetta and I was able to take 
our first noon sight which gave us a latitude of 35 "48' north. 
We were exactly on course! 

Calmer Weather 
The next day after long hours of stitching by our skipper, 

our main was fit for use and in the next 24 hours we had our 
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best run of 124 miles driven by a moderate S.W. wind and 
carrying our main and genoa sails and by 23.00 hours on the 
30th September we had covered 300 miles. Also cur sick hand 
had now recovered and was spiritedly tackling the cooking on 
our one-burner stove, which in itself was no mean feat, with 
four hungry stomachs to fill and a very unstable platform on 
which to stand. 

The first days of October proved uneventful and calms and 
light winds are recorded in the log. Little progress was made 
and had it not been for the quick wit of Staff Sergeant Fred Orr 
who had a delightful s to^ to suit every situation, depression 
through lack of activity might well have upset the spirits of the 
crew. The end of the first day of calm the skipper saw as a 
suitable opportunity for breaking out the spirit ration, and 
what a pretty picture Cito must have made at midnight as she 
sat on an oily sea in the moonlight, a lantern swinging gently 
on the after stay above the cockpit from which emerged a 
series of unique sea shanties sung in tones capable of terrifying 
the most vicious sea monsters. 

Tense Moments On Entering Uarbour 
At 04.30 hours the next night we sighted our landfall, but 

exasperated by lack of wind it was not until 18.30 hours that 
we passed the island of Antikithira and entered the Aegean 
Sea. Again dogged by light airs and later easterly winds, our 
progress along the north coast of Crete was slow and it was 
not until 04.00 hours on the 5th October were we preparing to 
enter Heraklion Harbour. Five hundred miles of our 1,000 
mile journey were covered, spirits were very high and the 
prospect of a shower, sound sleep and a meal ashore was 
within sight. We were half a mile from the outer mole of the 
harbour, running before a gentle F.2 westerly wind without a 
cloud showing in a bright moonlit sky when, with no warning 
at all, we were hit by a sudden squall gusting to Force 7/8 
from the S.W. Fortunately, the skipper was at the helm and the 
genoa sail had been taken off (these things being a drill on 
entering harbour), but with full main the next thirty minutes 
proved the most exciting period of the voyage. Never daring 
to sail more than two or three points off the wind and playing 
the main sheet in his hand, the skipper tacked his craft across 
the harbour mouth, each tack gaining little more than a couple 
of hundred yards, until finally we slipped between the moles 
into our haven. This was as fine a demonstration of sailing as 
one may wish to see and had it not been for this display of 
cool-headedness, skill, knowledge of his craft and sheer strength, 
Cito would have undoubtedly been laid flat on the water, for 
such was the sudden violence of the squall. The result of this 
effort later cost the skipper two extremely painful days when 
he had to be lifted to his bed through injuries to the muscles 
of his back. 

Our five days in Heraklion were extremely busy and most 
enjoyable. First repairs to the boat had to be completed and 
new provisions purchased for the remainder of the cruise, but 
in spite of these very necessary chores we still found time 
to enjoy a pleasant social life. For the first three days of our 
stay we were lucky enough to lie alongside Lord Camrose's 
beautiful motor yacht and it must go on record that from the 
moment he was informed of Cito and her mission, he promptly 
put the facilities of his yacht at our disposal. How we enjoyed 
those hot fresh water showers! Also on record must go the 
tremendous hospitality shown to us by the Americans we met 
in Crete who never allowed an evening to pass without insisting 
on our accepting their extraordinary generous hospitality. 
Finally, on our last day in Crete we were fortunate enough to 
see Mrs. Jacqueline Kennedy who stepped ashort from Mr. 
Onassis's yacht immediately astern of Cito, and gave us a 
charming smUe and wave. We were extremely fortunate for, as 
her visit was of a private nature, we were among the very few 
who saw her. 

To Sea Again and " Cito " Shoots the Itapids 
We made our departure from Heraklion at 08 15 hours on 

the loth October and in a steadily freshening N.E. wind sailed 
close hauled eastwards along the north coast of Crete. By 
17.00 hours the breeze had freshened to Force 5 and had veered 
to E.S.E.—it was rapidly becoming obvious that we were 
destined for an uncomfortable night and our progress easterly 
would be negligible. Being close to shore, we were faced with 
two alternatives; seek shelter on the coast under the lee of the 
mountains or stand out to the N.E. and ride out the weather. 
The former seemed more attractive, and though the chart 
showed little promise of a suitable anchorage on this uninviting 

coast, the skipper decided to " have a look" before the light 
failed. Close inspection revealed no more than the chart had 
indicated so with six rolls in our main and our No. I jib, we 
set course towards Rhodes and prepared for a rough night. 
Although this blow never exceeded Force 6, the beat to Rhodes 
proved hard work and being constantly alive to the Stakidha 
rocks which we had to leave 5 miles to port, the skipper ordered 
double watch keeping at night. By 01.00 hours on the 12th 
the front had passed over and at 06.00 hours we were becalmed 
10 miles east of a narrow channel separating the Isle of Sarios 
from Nisos Karpathos. This channel, marked only on the 
largest scale chart, has all the characteristics of a Norwegian 
Fjord. It runs E.W. from the Aegean to the Eastern Mediter-
ranean, is about 3 miles in length, overshadowed by mountains 
rising to over 2,000 ft. on either side and gradually tapers from 
one mile on the west to about 30 yards of water varying in depth 
from one fathom on the east. The eastern approach is studded 
with outcrop rock, particularly to the south, and for this reason 
the channel is not shown as navigable in the pilot. To have 
stood north and sailed around the Isle of Saros in the light airs 
we had experienced for 12 hours could well have added another 
day to our journey and as we were barely making i knot, our 
skipper decided to work Cito through the channel. With full 
sail we crept painfully slowly into this magnificent fjord. No 
mariner could fail to be impressed by the beauty of this channel 
nor fail to feel uneasy by the overpowering presence of the 
cliffs formed by the mountains which towered nearly vertically 
above us. Before we had covered half our distance it became 
obvious to all that our speed through the water was increasing 
rapidly but what was less obvious but more disconcerting was 
that our speed over the ground was increasing more rapidly. 
We were not only feeling the venturi effect of the westerly wind 
in the funnel, but were being swept by the tide created by the 
Aegean emptying through the channel to the Mediterranean. 
By the time we were half mile from the narrow outlet and 
within sight and sound of the rocks and the water boiling 
around them, it was painfully obvious that rather than feel our 
way through we were going to shoot through at 5 knots and 
the elements would grant us but one attempt. Sails were 
ordered in hard, myself posted on the tiller and the skipper put 
himself on the bow—we would steer Cito between the rocks 
with the skipper directing operations from the best vantage 
point. At the speed we were travelling we must have cleared 
the dangerous quarter mile passage in less than five minutes 
but to us it seemed an eternity. A series of crisp helm orders 
from the skipper produced an only too anxious response from 
me, and with the bottom clearly visible and showing patches 
of black rock and sand, Cito zig-zagged out of danger into deep 
waters and at 17.00 hours on the 12th October we were clear 
of the channel and sailing fast on a Force 4 westerly wind 
towards Cyprus. 

Waves in the eoekpit, but ail ends well 
Our journey on this last leg was covered at a good speed 

as we sailed the first 200 miles on a fresh W. wind which later 
backed to S.W. However, the result of this wind and change 
was that a heavy confused sea rapidly built up and we were 
soon being pooped by waves breaking into the cockpit from 
astern. However, much we may have grumbled about the 
minute cockpit in the calms, we praised Cito's desigtier for it 
iiow, for these conditions obviously influenced his design. The 
little water she did collect rapidly drained away through her 
drain holes. On the night of the 13th October the log read: 
" No jib and ten rolls in the main. Double watch ordered. 
Sea confused and being pooped." 

By 06.00 hours on 14th, the wind had eased to Force 3 and 
my noon sun sight put our position at 35° 45' E., only 90 miles 
from Cyprus, but because of the necessity to steer N.E. to keep 
the stern to the sea for the previous 24 hours, we were nearly 
30 miles north of our course. (This we were to hear later was 
the cause of disappointment to the R.A.F. and crew of a 
Hastings aircraft provided by the R.A.F. to try and locate 
Cito. In this aircraft flew Colonel Grigg and two of our 
N.C.O.s who assisted in the spotting. For 5 i hours they 
searched a probable area between Crete and Cyprus and would 
undoubtably have found us had we been a few miles further 
south). 

From our noon position on the 14th a course correction was 
made to I25°M and at 17.00 hours on 15th October we sailed 
into Paphos Harbour to be given a splendid reception by 
Colonel and Mrs. Grigg and our respective wives. The official 
reception followed later at Episkopi. 
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( T o p leit.^: r a r e w e l l " C i t o . " Y o u ' r e near ly t h e r e . ( T o p r i g h t ) : Staf f Sergeant James practises w i t h t h e sex tan t . ( B o t t o m l e f t ) : T h e c r e w ( l e f t 
t o r i g h t ) : Staf f Se rgean t O r r , Staf f Sergeant James, M a j o r Lockwood, M a j o r G r a m - H a n s e n (sk ipper ) . ( B o t t o m r i g h t ) : Al l 's we l l t h a t ends w e l l . 
" C i t o " leaves Episkopi Bay, on t h e final 20-mi le leg of her 950 m i l e voyage. Condi t ions un for tuna te ly , w e r e n o t favourab le and the s h o r t t r i p 

t o o k hours 

Nine hundred and eighty miles covered in almost three weeks 
including at least 2i days of calm and five days rest in Crete. 
To ocean racers this may seem slow, but we were not racing 
and could not afford to take risks. Our declared aim had been 
Paphos by 14th October and this we would have achieved had 
we not been necessarily delayed in Crete through sickness. 
Contrary to popular belief, our greatest hazards were not 
created by the elements but rather by man. The danger of 
being run down at night by ships. On the first leg we had more 
than one frightening moment when the apparently deserted 
bridge of a ship on a near collision course failed to respond 
to the brilliant light of our naval Aldis. Space prevents a 
summary of the lessons we, the crew, learned on seamanship, 
but for these we are indebted to our skipper. One lesson of 
value to all of us was in living successfully in very cramped 
conditions over a long period. 

In conclusion, I record on behalf of the skipper and crew 
our appreciation to all concerned, including the R.A.F. and 
Navy, who rendered so much assistance in preparing for the 
trip, in particular to Colonel Grigg without whose backing the 
trip would not have been possible, and our S.O.-in-C. whose 
support and splendid signal on the eve of our departure, 
strengthened our determination to succeed in our mission. 

11th Regiment Gliding Club 
Most people agree that the best view of Catterick is from 

the back of a car leading in any direction away from it. How-
ever, for those of us who " rest" here between overseas tours 
there is a view of Catterick available that is unusual and novel. 
It is looking down from the cockpit of a glider. As well as 
having a whole string of firsts when it comes to weather 
conditions, this area, tucked between the Pennines and the 
Cleveland Hills, produces the most remarkable gliding 
conditions. 

At R.A.F. Leeming a thriving combined R.A.F. and civilian 
gliding club has been estabhshed for some years. Recently the 
Regiment, ever on the look out for new diversions, sent a 
tentative probe in this direction. The result is that we now have 
a nucleus of gliding types who come in each Monday with their 
own jargon and mystify others with tales of " incredible lift," 
" lots of wave at 3,000 feet" and stories of tremendous 
exhilarating flights. 

The instruction at R.A.F. Leeming is handled mostly by air 
crew. One of our enthusiasts reports his instructor telling him 
that he sometimes switches off the engine of his Provost jet 
trainer and gets good climbing performance from his aircraft 
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without power. As yet our " skymen" are all under instruc-
tion (they do not laugh at suggestions that " L " plates should 
be fitted to their gliders), we dread to think what stories we 
will have to listen to when one of them "goes solo." 

Lance-Corporal Utting, from our Armourers workshop, has 
logged the greatest amount of flying time so far. The Regi-
mental Ghding Officer, Second-Lieutenant Henderson, is doing 
great work, obtaining transport and getting our people to and 
from Leeming. This is a great sport. 

The Auto Cycle Union 
National Rally of 1963 

24th R E C I M E N T 
They took a good long look at the poor old B.S.A. motor-

cycles which they would have to use, and despite the evidence 
before them, still entered for the Auto Cycle Union National 
Rally of 1963, and not in the Veteran Class! 

This courageous, some would say foolhardy, decision was 
made by the men who took part in teams of three, made up 
as shown: 

1. Sergeant D. Bingham, Sergeant S. Braithwaite, Corporal 
R. Connor. 

2. Major B. W. A. Collins, Sergeant J. L. Cummins, Corporal 
A. J. Dean. 

3. R.Q.M.S. E. Firth, Corporal J. Coleman, Lance-Corporal 
C. Gardiner. 

As the title indicates, this is a National Rally, with indi-
viduals and teams entering from all parts of the U.K. 

With Major Collins in the lead, the teams started training. 
Wednesday afternoons, week-ends and evenings slipped by 
rapidly, but by no means uneventfully, as the training went 
on. What wasn't learned about the art of roadside repairs 
wasn't worth knowing, and many useful tips were handed on 
by Sergeant Bingham and Lance-Corporal Gardiner, two of 
last year's competitors. 

But the critics were there. " Do you know what you've 
taken on?" "600 miles?—You'll be lucky if you make 600 
yards on that broken-down old wreck." These and other 
similar " encouraging" remarks were heard quite frequently, 
and sometimes it seemed as if these views were all too well 
founded. 

T o the layman, a motor-cycle is a fairly straight-forward 
piece of machinery, two wheels, an engine, a battery, brakes, a 
guiding device, a saddle, and you're in. All set to go. They 
returned from many a run tired and weary, dirty and bleary, 
but never discouraged—at least not much. 

In the background to all this they had some sympathetic 
and encouraging support with the administrative arrangements 
from Sergeant Rees, Corporal Ainsworth, Corporal Ramm and 
Lance-Corporal Kilburn. Using a 3-ton and a J-ton vehicle, 
they planned to carry petrol, spare parts and rations, and had 
set rendezvous points, besides a roving commission, to help 
with unforeseen eventualities. 

At last the great day arrived, and the teams set off for 
Thirsk, full of enthusiasm, tempered with a little anxiety, 
knowing that the intensive training and preparation would 
stand them in good stead, no matter what the result. However, 
before even reaching Thirsk one of the machines started to give 
trouble and a deep depression settled over the North Riding; 
but not for long. Great stuff this team work, particularly 
when they know what they are up to. The old " click and 
blow test," a few rude words, a wiggle of the spanner and off 
they go again. Sighs of relief all round and the sun shines 
again as they enter Thirsk ready to start at 1100 hours. 
Realising that there was time to spare, a certain hungry 
Sergeant led the rush for " nosh." Believe me, this wasn't 
eating for eating's sake. None of the riders expected to feed 
again until 19.30 hours. Then they were " off"—through the 
day and straight through the night. 

Close to Bishop's Stortford and a welcome sight indeed. 
Breakfast all ready, piping hot, and served with great ceremony 
by Sergeant Rees and Corporal Ainsworth. Also their goal was 
now within reach. 

During the planning stages, this was where they intended to 
have a clean up before riding in, spick, span and nonchalant 
to the final control, but alas, time was against them. 

Most of the riders had had minor troubles along the route, 
but four out of the nine arrived in time to take the special 

test before reporting to Battersea Park. But to the great 
astonishment of many, it must be recorded that all three 
teams completed the course without loss of marks. This 
great achievement was received with awed respect from civilian 
competitors and organisers alike, who walked around these 
museum pieces, the machines (not the riders), wide-mouthed, 
as a small boy gazes at the skeleton of a dinosaur. Because some 
of the riders were able to take part in the Special Test, prizes 
were awarded as follows: 
INDIVIDUAL 

The " Motor Cycle " Perpetual Challenge Trophy for the best per-
formance by an official Army Driver.—Sergeant J. L. Cummins. 

A Silver Cup for the secord best performance by an official Army 
Driver.—Corporal A. J. Dean. 

A Plaque for the third best performance by an official Army Driver.— 
Major B. W. A. Collins. 

A special Plaque for every driver gaining marximum points.—Major 
B. W. A. Collins, Sergeant J. L. Cummins, Corporal A. J. Dean, 
Sergeant D. B.ngham, Sergeant S. Braithwaite, Corporal R. Connor, 
R.Q.M.S. E. Firth, Corporal J. Coleman, Lance-Corporal C. 
Gardiner. 

The " Motor Cycle " Perpetual Challenge Trophy for the Army Team 
of three drivers gainirg the highest figure of merit.—Sergeant J. L. 
Cummins, Corporal A. J. Dean, Major B. W. A. Colli, s. 

This was the result of team work and, as the riders put it, 
" we would have been up to our necks in it without the supply 
and aid staff. Thanks a lot." 

Royal Signals Malta 

Cricket 
A combined 234/235 Squadron team rounded off a most 

successful season by winning the Army, Malta, Inter-Unit 
Cricket Challenge Cup, and finished with an analysis as follows: 
Matches played 10, won 8, lost 2. The team's success was largely 
due to the aggressive bowling of Sergeant R. J. Massey and 
Lance-Corporal P. J. Brookes, backed up by the deceptive spin 
of Corporal C. I. Perry; this attack frequently tied down the 
opposing team's batting to enable the Royal Signals team to 
win several closely-contested matches. The Royal Signals' 
batting was erratic, however, in almost every match unexpected 
individual performers saved the day. In the final and key 
match of the league. Captain M. J. Pickard scored a sparkling 
55 to put the result in no doubt. 

In the field, the team, in common with all teams in Malta, 
had a difficult task because of the rough outfield, but there was 
some spectacular slip catching, which frequently changed the 
course of the match. Unfortunately, the majority of the team 
will leave Malta before the beginning of the next season; how-
ever, a sound nucleus remains, and it is a suitable opportunity 
to wish them a successful season in 1964. 

W I N N E R S O F T H E A R M Y M A L T A I N T E R U N I T C R I C K E T C H A L L E N G E C U P 
Left to right, Front Row: Sergeant R. T . Massey, C a p t a i n P. D . E. Chase ( C a p t . ) , 
L i e u t e n a n t - C o l o n e l A . J. C l a r k e , CR Signals Ma l ta and L ibya , C a p t a i n M . J. 

P i cka rd , Se rgean t A . F. D y e r 
Back Row: C o r p o r a l D . J. M i c h e l l , C o r p o r a l F. T . C o s t e l l o , C o r p o r a l T . J. 
Ga l l aghe r , L a n c e - C o r p o r a l P. J. B r o o k e s , C o r p o r a l C. I. P e r r y , S igna lman J. 

P r e s t o n , M r . J. H a r m a n ( U m p i r e ) 
A b s e n t — C o r p o r a l D . E. B a r r o w , C o r p o r a l A . M . W i l c o x 
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Enjoy Smedley's 

the best canned 

and frozen foods 
S M E D L E Y W M V T E L E A F E , S U R R E Y 

Huntley & Palmers 

DINNER BISCUITS 

Next to Fishing... 
Hike 

GORDON'S 

TMWUWAYKMWHTOITO 

You too will appreciate Gordon's light and 
distinctive character... its absolute dryness. 
Gordon's is made from 100% pure grain spirit; 
to the same secret recipe for almost 200 
years. That's why Gordon's stands supreme! 

GIVE ME 
GORDON'S-EVERYTIME! 

—in Bottles, j Bottles, ^ Flasks, and Miniatures 
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FAMOUS DRINKS IN YOUR MESS 
R U T H E R F O R D & M I L E S 

O l d Trinity House 
B U A L 

M A D E I R A 

C H A M P A G N E 

COGNAC 
COURVOISIER 

aHf, 

WILLIAMS 4HUMBEBT-S 

D R Y S A C K 

RM-ATE 

H A W K E R ' S 
P E D L A R 

S L O E G I N 
JAMES H A W K E R S C O . , LTD. 
E j t d . 1808 PLYMOUTH 

CO H.M. (HT QUAAN 

LEMON HART JAMAICA RUM. 

LAMB'S NAVY RUM. 

L I Q U E U R . 

DUFF GORDON 

ELCfl) 
AMONTILLADO SHERRY 

dictine 
I 3 . 0 . M C 

T H E WORLD FAMOUS LIQUEUR 

CROWN 
O F 

CROWNS 
LIEBFRAUMILCH 

These and all other famous 

drinks are obtainable 

through N.A.A.F.l. 

SOUTH AFRICAN 
SHERRY 

The Luxury you can afford 

THE KEY TO HAPPY MOTORING 
• • • i WITH NAAFI H.P. 

SPECIAL ANNOUNCEMENT TO MOTORISTS 

Now you can also 
buy a used car on HP 

through NAAFI 
Take advantage of this extension to the Naafi Car H.P. scheme 
if you are intending to buy a used car in the U.K. You get better 
than usual rate of interest terms, same deposit as for new cars 
and up to three years to pay off the balance. 

5 P O I N T N A A F I ' E A S Y P L A N ' H .P . 

f 8% interest charge (still only 6 | % for new cars) 
• 20% deposit (in some cases a higher deposit may be required) 

and three years to pay off the balance 
• FREE life insurance cover 
• First year's comprehensive insurance premium can be 

included 
• Reasonable freight charges and transit insurance financed if 

you are posted abroad 

Naafi will only consider proposals for cars not more than three years old 
from a Naafi approved dealer 

For further details ask your Naafi manager or write or teieplione Controller of Credit Services, NAAFI, London SE11. RELiance 1200, ext. 757 
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Small Arms Shooting 

Singapore 1963 
As in Bnl ford and Bisley so in Singapore the Corps 

is coming into its own in Shooting 
Overcoming all the objections—No time—No ammunition— 

No ranges—the Corps entered all open invitation events held , 
in Singapore during 1963. 

Training started in December and carried through until 
August, on a once monthly basis, the maximum possiblfe on the 
ranges allotted. It wasn't enough, but apart from the R.A.F. 
Meeting and our own open event we won them all. 
Results were:— 

MAY.—R.A.F. Meeting. 5th out of 16 teams. (The No. 4 
rifie teams winning). 

JUNE.—R.A.S.C. Meeting. A win for Royal Signals in the 
Roberts Cup, just beating the R.E. team. 

JULY.—R.E.M.E. Meeting. Another Roberts for Royal 
Signals, in competition with the R.N., R.E.'s, R.A.O.C., 
R.A.P.C., F.E.T.C., R.A.S.C., S.G.R., S.M.F. and the 
R.A.F. 
R.A.P.C. Meeting. Falling Plate victors over twelve 

teams with a time of 30 seconds. 

The following represented the Corps during the season: — 
Mai Allan 
W.O.II Curtis 
Ssgt. Bradford 
Cpl. Hassal 

MAJ Hall 
Ssgt Courtenay 
Sgt. Balch 

Capt, Grayson 
Ssgt. Hammond-

Hayley 
Sgt. Tidey, R.E.M.E. 

The Uoyal Signals Singapore S.A. Meeting 1063 
This was a very pleasant and successful three-day event, held 

on the Nee Soon ranges. Eleven teams representing all 
Squadrons serving in Singapore at the time, took part in a 
varied programme including TTie Roberts, Staff and Schools, 
Worcester and Lindley and Parachute Regiment Cup. 237 
Squadron (COMCAN), ably led by Captain N C. Grayson, won 
the team trophy, rifle championship and S.M.G. championship. 
The L.M.G. championship went to Major D. Hall and Signal-
man Peters of the Staff team, which was drawn from C.S.O. 
FARELF, C.R. Signals Singapore and C.A.F.S.O. The Staff 
team also came second in the team championship. 

The champion shot of the meeting, who won both rifle and 
S.M.G. individual prizes was Sergeant Tidey (R.E.M.E.) of 
237 Squadron (COMCAN). Staff Sergeant Courtenay, also of 
237 Squadron, came a close second in the rifle and another 
well known Corps shot. Major G. M. Allan, came second in 
the S.M.G. 

We invited the other " Corps " to an invitation Roberts and 
Falling Plate. The R.A.O.C. won the Roberts very narrowly 
from Royal Signals, and the RE.M.E. won the Falling Plate 
in the time of 31 seconds which is good considering the heat, 
93°, and the run down which resembles an assault course. 

The prizes were presented by Brigadier E. C. R. Blaker, 
O.B.E., our C.S.O., who stressed the importance of good shooting 
in the Corps. 

He also thanked the hardworking range staff, who under the 
guidance of Lieutenant-Colonel (T.O.T.) I. M. A. Jones and 
Major J. H. Lane had not put a foot wrong throughout the 
meeting, and had enabled the programme times to be adhered to 
throughout. 

Our " Bisley" is the Singapore Base District S.A. Meeting. 
This was an historic meeting being the last at which the 
Singapore Military Forces could take part as British Troops. 
Approximately six hundred competitors took part, and formid-
able opposition came from the Gurkha and Commando Units 
together with the newly formed 2 S.I.R. They were, in fact, 
too formidable for our major unit teams i8th and 19th 
Regiments, who struggled into the mid-way position. However, 
237 Squadron, entering as a minor unit, came a very good third, 
with Sergeant Tidey and Staff Sergeant Courtenay winning 
through to the "District 24." 

The only other success was Major D. Hall's effort in the 
open pistol competition. His "alright, I'll have a go, let me 
have a pistol someone," gained him fourth place, only one 
point behind the winner. 

So ends the 1963 season and we are already looking forward 
to what we hope will be an even more successful 1964. 

Royal Signals Officers Golfing Society 
The annual Autumn Meeting was held at Hankley Common 

Golf Club on 26th and 27th September. Apart from the first 
morning, when it was blustery, with intermittent showers, the 
weather was kind and the cmurse in perfect condition Twenty-
eight officers competed for the various competitions, the 
winners of which were: 

Open Championship Trophy.—Colonel (Rtd.) J. F. Longfield. 
Regular Officers' Cup.—^Major A. B. Roderick. 
Handicap Challenge Cup.—Colonel (Rtd.) J. F. Longfield. 
Individual Handicap Bogey Challenge Cup.—Brigadier (Rtd.) 

P. M. P. Hobson. 
Turner Foursomes Challenge Cup.—Brigadier (Rtd.) P. M. 

P. Hobson and Major (Rtd.) C. Rhys Few. 
Veteran's Trophy.—Lieutenant-Colonel (Rtd.) W. Clark. 

Rugby 
Corps Oitieers too good tor Welbech College 
This match, played on 9th October, provided a fast, hard 

and thoroughly enjoyable game, with the Corps Officers beating 
the College at Welbeck by two goals, a penalty goal and a 
try (16 points) to a try (3 points). 

In conditions perfect for open rugby, the College side started 
the game fast and vigorously, and for the first quarter-of-an-
hour dictated the play against an unsettled Signals side. Slight 
uncertainty in the handling of the Welbeck three-quarters saved 
the Signals' line. After this initial spell, the weight and 
experience of the Signals team began to tell and Signals went 
near to scoring on one or two occasions. Stout covering by 
the mobile Welbeck pack kept their line intact, but a penalty 
goal was kicked by MacKay to make the score 3—o at half-
time. 

In the second half a following wind made scoring easier 
and tries were scored by Lettin from a short penalty-kick 
near the line; Byram, collecting from a beautiful cross-kick 
by Gravestock, and the latter made a wonderful solo effort for 
the final try. Two of the kicks were converted by MacKay. 

MEN & WOMEN 
required as 

PRISON OFFICERS 
• P A Y : Men and Women: £11 12s. od. a week 

rising to £16 4s. 6d. a week. 
• Free Quarters (furnished for women), or up to 

£3 OS. od. a week rent allowance for men and 
£I I OS. cd. a week for women. 

• Full pay during training. 
• Free Pension Scheme. 
• Free uniform or cash allowance. 
• Generous holidays with pay. 
• No regular night work. 
• Additional allowances for certain officers who 

qualify as building tradesmen, electricians, cooks, 
physical education instructors and H O S P I T A L 
OFFICERS. 

MEN—aged 21 to 42 (44^ in some cases) minimum 
height 5ft. 6in. 

WOMEN—aged 21 to 49j, minimum height 5ft. 3in. 
or near. 

Send for illustrated booklet and application jorm to: 
Establishment Officer (Z.23S), 
Prison Department, Home Office, 
Horseferry House, 
Dean Ryle Street, L O N D O N , S.W.i. 
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Welbeck College, who went hard for the whole game, were 
rewarded with a beautiful try in the comer. 

T h e Royal Corps of Signals officers were represented by the 
following: Lieutenant Gordon (8th Regiment), Second-
Lieutenant Aldsn (School of Signals), Second-Lieutenant Easson 
(School of Signals), Lieutenant MacKay (8th Regiment), 
Second-Lieutenant Podevin (School of Signals), Second-
Lieutenant Gravestock (School of Signals), Lieutenant 
Tregonn^ng (School of Signals), Lieutenant Lettin ( i i th Regi-
ment), Captain Taylor (A.A S., Harrogate), Lieutenant Dawson 
(8th Regiment), Captain Chitty (School of Signals), Captain 
Van Dyck (A.A.S., Harrogate), Second-Lieutenant Byram 
(School of Signals), Captain Mitchell (School of Signals), 
Second-Lieutenant Brooks (School of Signals). 

C O n P S S P O R T S R E S U L T S 
Associat ion Footba l l 

Royal Signals 9, R.A.S.C. I 
Royal Signals heavily defeated R.A.S.C. on 6th November. 

After a stiff first half when Signals led by 2 — i , the R.A S.C. 
scoring from a penalty. Royal Signals quickly gained ascendency 
in the second half, displaying far better ball control on a 
slippery pitch, and they ultimately ran out winners to the tune 
of 9 — I . Scorers for Royal Signals were: Gordon (4), Tyler 
(2), Forrester (2) and Oxley (i). 

H o c k e y 

Rcryal Signals 3, R.E.M.E. o. 
Royal Signals won this game played on 13th November with 

quite a bit in hand. Signals had most of the play but failed to 
settle down until just before half-time. T h e second half pro-
duced a good deal more constructive play and Signals were 
more penetrative than in the first half. T h e team shoiJd 
produce better all round form in the next two games. Scorers: 
Captain Last (2) and Second-Lieutenant Allen. 

Royal Signals J, Royal Engineers I. 
On Thursday, 14th November, Royal Signals were at home 

to Royal Engineers, and an enjoyable, closely-fought game re-
sultsd. T h e score, i — i just about reflected the evenness of 
two good teams. Captain C. N. Last was the Signals' scorer. 

Royal Signals 4, Royal Artillery i 
T h e Corps were under constant pressure on the 15th Novem-

ber during the first twenty minutes and their goal had many 
narrow escapes. A well-taken goal gave them confidence and 
the whole team re-acted with considerable team spirit to earn 
a well-deserved victory. From records held this is our first 
victory over the R.A. 

R u g b y Footba l l 
Royal Signals O, Royal Engineers 3 tries (9 points) 

T h e game was played under wet and slippery conditions 
on 14th November. T h e Sapper pack dominated play in the 
loose end line-outs with Signals taking the honours in the 
tight. T h e Signals appeared to have the better backs, but the 
Sappers scored three times through their forwards. 

1964 
January 

» 

February 
» 

March 

March 

Corps Sports Fixtures 
Associat ion Footba l l 

15 t h 
25 t h 
26th 
29th 
14th 

2 I S t 

V. 
V. 

V. 
V. 

V. 

Manchester University. 
King's College, Newcastle, at Catterick. 
R.E., at Aldershot. 
Hull University, at Catterick. 
R.E.M.E., at Bordon. 

February 12th 
13 th 

„ 14th 
March 4th 

27-3oth 

R u g b y Footba l l 
V. R.M.A., Sandhurst, at Camberley. 

l l o ckoy 
V. R.M.C.S. , at Aldershot. 
V. Aldershot Services, at Aldershot. 
V. R.A.S.C., at Aldershot. 

V. Welbeck College, at Welbeck. 
Easter Festival, at Scarborough. 

Break for char 

81 St R E G I M E X T ( A . E . R . ) 

Our annual training fell early this year—in June—and, with 
thoughts of sunshine and blue skies, we decided to base our 
training on a seven-day field exercise spanning the middle 
week-end. T h e object of the exercise was primarily to train 
troops in independent operation in the field over a period long 
enough to call forward the initiative and resource needed to 
tackle problems which, over a shorter term, tend to be pushed 
aside. There was, too, quite an ambitious technical commitment. 

During the short period of preparation, in the comfort of 
Blandford, the weather came up to expectations, but on " D -
D a y " the heavens opened and sites that earlier had looked 
very inviting quickly became quagmires. A s our R.S.M. 
feelingly remarked: " Even the crane flies wore gum-boots." 
Whilst this was probably the worst day we had, the weather 
never really recovered; nevertheless, spirits remained high, and 
the general consensus of opmion was that it was the best 
exercise ever. Technically, we did not quite meet our objectives, 
but a great deal of military value was learned by everyone, 
which, after all, was our principal aim. One of the most 
valuable features was the integration of a small element with 
the R.A.F. 

By kind permission of 38 Group a detachment was based on 
the R.A.F. Station at Odiham—an extremely valuable experi-
ence for all concerned. 

We were also pleased to have 405 Squadron training with 
us. Although independent in every way, the Squadron con-
tributed in full measure to all our activities, technical and social. 
We thoroughly enjoyed their company. 

It is, of course, inevitable that personalities at H.Q., A.E.R., 
must change from time to time. Early this year we bade fare-
well to Colonel T o m m y Grigg as our Commander; now we 
welcome his successor. Colonel George Blackburne. We shall 
also miss two other stalwarts, Eric Fox and George Vincent, 
at future camps. Whilst regretting the passing of old friends, 
it is our pleasure to welcome new ones and the new ideas they 
bring to the A.E.R. 

Our guest night was, as usual, a thoroughly enjoyable 
function. Among our principal guests were the Rt. Hon. the 
Chairman of the London County Council, and Henry Clarke, 
the Member of Parliament for North Antrim. We were, of 
course, delighted to see Colonel F. S. Morgan amonst us again, 
and a galaxy of former Honorary Colonels and Commanding 
Officers of our two founder Regiments. 

All in all, it was for us, annual training with a difference, 
but immensely satisfying for all that. Above all, there was 
fostered in the Regiment the family spirit which is the main 
motivating force of the A E.R. We now look forward to our 
winter out-of-camp training, which we hope will involve a 
renewal of some very pleasant and fruitful relationships with 
the Training Brigade at Catterick Camp. 

409 S Q U A D R O N ( P A R K ) A .E .R . 

409 Squadron, under the command of Major E. J. Kelly did 
annual training for 1963 from 24th A u ^ s t to 7th September 
at Donnington, Salop, alongside its affiliated unit and Regular 
Army counterpart, 231 Squadron (Park), whose O.C. is Major 
W . E. Fill. 
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Snowdon ia . Since our first training sessions in 1962, we 
have gathered together a number of newcomers, who, although 
trained tradesmen, have had a varied experience of Service 
life. Some are ex-sailors, ex-airmen, ex-merchant service, 
whilst the younger ones have had no service in the Forces, 
and in order to give these lads a chance to rough it in the 
field, the bulk of the Squadron was despatched to Snowdonia, 
North Wales, to have three days adventure training. Capel 
Curig, Caernarvonshire, is a very pleasant spot in fine weather, 
but when the clouds are low and the atmosphere is damp, 
the mountains often lose their appeal, except to the real en-
thusiast, and one yearns for the comfort of a house, electric 
light and a meal cooked in a modern kitchen. However, the 
detachment, ably guided by Captain R. W. J. Ryman and 
Lieutenant D . W . Hill and a few experienced senior N.C.O.s, 
was soon organised into an effective body and the bivouac 
camp, set in a hollow within sight of Snowdown, proved a good 
centre for the all-too-short stay. Climbing and cross-country 
treks over the mountains, with the inevitable map-reading, 
filled in the daylight hours, and in the evenings stories were 
swopped in the village pubs with members of an R.A.F. Moun-
tain Rescue Unit and a detachment of Royal Marine Com-
mandos, who were also camping in the district. 

Mobi l i s a t i on R o l e . Whilst the energetic part of the 
Squadron gambolled in North Wales, the " veterans " who re-
mained in Donnington made the preparations for the second 
week, when sections of the Signal Park in the Central Ordnance 
Depot were handed over to 409 to run and gain experience in 
carrying out the mobilisation role of the Squadron. During the 
second week, the Stores Troops, under Captain (Q.M.) E. 
Evans, moved into the stores buildings and dealt with the 
assembly and despatch of signal equipment to signal units in 
all parts of the world; we hope the consignments we dealt with 
arrived at the correct destinations and that we packed the 
correct stores! 

T h e Technicians of the T . M . Troop, under Major (T.O.T.) 
R. E. Playle, E.R.D., were employed in the R E . M . E . Returned 
Stores Section and in an inspection bay of the Signal Stores 
Sub Depot, a vast building, which many a Signal Officer would 
like to be let loose in. These technical types had excellent 
training, inspecting and testing signals apparatus of many 
types, and the work involved very careful inspection up to 
E.M.E.R. Standards of a range of signal equipment which the 
Reserve Army technician reads about, sometimes sees in a 
demonstration, but rarely has an opportunity to " play " with! 

Al l our visitors came during the second week, firstly, 
Lieutenant-Colonel H. H. R. Mole, M.B.E., C.O. of 83rd Regi-
ment, A.E.R., our parent Regiment, followed, a day later, by 
Colonel G . Starr, C.S.O., Western Command, and Colonel G . 
Blackburne, Commander, H.Q., A E.R., at Blandford. 

T h e 15 days passed all too quickly, and on 7th September 
members of 409 Squadron dispersed to all parts of Great 
Britain and Northern Ireland. The 1963 camp was a success-
ful one, for, during our stay, we included " live w o r k " in 
our training, and felt that we had done something worth while. 

47th R E G I M E N T ( T . A . ) 
M I D D L E S E X Y E O M A N R Y 

( T h e D u k e of Cambr idge ' s H u s s a r s ) 

Shooting Rev i ew . The last major shooting event of the 
year, the " Royal Signals (Eastern Command) Rifle Association 
T . A . Rifle Meeting," took place at Pirbright on Sunday, 6th 
October. 

At this meeting we achieved a double " hat trick " by winning 
both the Unit Championship and Individual Rifle Champion-
ship for the third consecutive year. 

T h e Individual Championship was won by R.Q.M.S. D . 
Hall with a score of 94. R . Q . M S. Clark with a score of 86 
was fifth. 

T h e team rifle match was won by our " B " team. Lieutenant 
P. Smith, R.Q.M.S. Hall, Corporal Nuthall and Lance-Corporal 
Ryan (R.E.M.E.) with an excellent score of 175. 

T h e Unit championship is awarded on the aggregate of a 
Unit's leading six individuals and the team rifle match. 

We feel rightfully proud of the fact that we have been the 
Command champions for eight out of the last ten years. 

L i e u t e n a n c - C o l o n e l S. J. W i l l i a m s , M.B.E. , T . D . r e c e i v i n g t h e c o n g r a t u -
la t i ons of , and t h e t r o p h y f o r t h e U n i t C h a m p i o n s h i p 1963 f r o m B r i g a d i e r 

M . D . Pr i ce , O .B .E . , C .S .O , Eas tern C o m m a n d 

This is the second occasion when we have won the trophy 
outright. T h e last occasion was in 1956 and the current trophy 
was presented for competition from 1957. Our Accounts Officer 
is now faced with the problem of finding the wherewithal to 
provide a new challenge trophy. 

Our success at this meeting echoed our success in the 
opening event of the year. T h e Royal Signals (Eastern Com-
mand) Rifle Association small bore team match, a competition 
in which we emerged the victors with a score of 2,214 (x 2,400). 
This competition is not confined to T . A . Units but is open to 
regular Units also. Our team on this occasion was Major (Q.M.) 
K . Parsons, Captain P. Lewin, Lieutenant (now Captain) C. 
Slater, W.O.II G . Waters, R.S.M. Currie. 

T h e small bore team was increased to include Major (T .O.T.) 
P. Pearson, R.Q.M.S. Hussey and Lance-Corporal Ryan to 
compete in the postal team small bore match for the Edmonds 
Trophy, a competition open to all Units, regular, T .A . , O.T.C. , 
A C.F. and C.C.F. in Eastern Command. Our team was placed 
12th with a score of 734 (x 800). 

Our Regimental shooting day continues to grow both in 
popularity and numbers. This year the " field" consisted of 
35 riflemen, 30 submachine gunners and 17 pistoleers. Four 
new events were included, a competition for the Band, an Old 
Comrades' match, a Cadet match and an A.C.F. inter-Squadron 
match. 

T h e individual match results were: — 
Rifle Champion and winner of the Milne T r o p h y : R .Q.M.S . Clark, 85; 

Second: Sergeant Saunders, 60; T h i r d : Captain C. Slater, 60 
(counted out). 

S .M.G. Champion : Major (Q.M.) K . Parsons, 78; Second: R .Q.M.S . 
Hall , 76; T h i r d : Sergeant Saunders, 74. 

Pistol Champ'.on: Cap:a:in C. Slater, 51; Second: Major (Q.M.) K. 
Parso.^s, 51 (counted out); T h i r d : Major P. Pearson, 49. 

Colonel J. J . ( " Jumbo " ) Collins won the Old Comrades Match . 
Corporal Tomset t won the Band trophy. 
Cadet Corporal Hacker won the Cadet match, with a two point lead 

over his brother . Cadet Hacker. 
T h e ladies* match was won by Miss Veronica Parsons with Miss Susan 

Wylie second. 
T h e boys' match was won by Kim Parsons with D . J. Wenlock second. 
Headquarters Squadron won the team rifle match (401) and the team 

S M G ms'tch (335), with " C " Squadron runners-up (293 and 
283 respectively). 

" B " and " C " Squadrons met in an exciting final of the Falling Plate. 
tied and had to run again. In the re- run C " Squadron was 
victorious. 

T h e Uxbridge Squadron of the A.C.F. won the A.C.F . inter-Squadron 
match. 

Mrs. V'lerie Lloyd-Williams of A.E.U. had braved the 
English summer to attend our meeting and see for herself how 
troops behave on such occasions, and graciously accepted our 
Commanding Officer's invitation to present the prizes. 

" T h e Van de Berg C u p " was won this year by " C " 
Squadron. This is an important trophy because it is awarded 
not as a result of the exploits of a few selected " Gludiators " 
but on the overall standard of weapon training of each 
Squadron. 

The annual classification scores with rifle and S M G are used 
to decide the order of merit. T h e first results being " C " 
Squadron 28.55 points, " H . Q . " Squadron 2 7 5 points, " B " 
Squadron 26.7 points and " A " Squadron 25.5 points. 
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64ch R E G I M E N T ( T A ) F O O T B A L L T E A M 1962-63 
Back Row, left to right: W . O . I I H a r r i s , C o r p o r a l O g d e n , S igna lman G r e e n , C o r -

po ra l C o l l e y , S igna lman C h r i s t o p h e r , L a n c e - C o r p o r a l G a m b l e s 
Front Row, left to right: S igna lman B u r t o n , Lance C o r p o r a l James, L i e u t e n a n t 
( T O T ) C o t t a g e , L i e u t e n a n t - C o l o n e l J. R. Long , C o r p o r a l S o r b y , S igna lman Bee, 

L a n c e - C o r p o r a l W i l k i n s o n 

64 th R E G I M E N T ( T . A . ) 

We had another successful and enjoyable season, despite it 
being shortened by the bad weather. 

Again the Sheffield Area T . T . Football Competition's 
Colonel Batchelor Shield is ours, and we have been proud 
to display it every year since its beginning in 1959, apart 
from 1960-61 season, when there was no contest due to T . A . 
reorganisation. T h e Sports Officer, Lieutenant Stuart Cottage, 
started team building four seasons ago and, with Corporal 
Ogden, he is the only member of the original team. 

In the shield games last season the attack scored 21 goals 
whilst the defence conceded only one goal. In the final, 
against H.Q., R.A.O.C., York District (T.A.), Corporal Colley, 
who finished refereeing this season so as to return as goal-
keeper, saved a penalty. Signalman Christopher, left-back, re-
turned to the Regiment as a T A. volunteer last Christmas, 
having previously been a National Serviceman who completed 
his T . A . time with the unit. Lance-Corporal Gambles, left-
half, played for Combined Services while in Malaya as a 
National Serviceman. He is captain of the five-a-side team 
entered in Sheffield and District Summer Competition. Signal-
man Burton, outside-right, is the newest recruit to the team, 
but not to football, having played with Sheffield United, 
Sheffield Wednesday and York City, in the Yorkshire League. 
Lance-Corporal James, inside-right, was last season's leading 
goal scorer. Lance-Corporal Wilkinson, centre-forward, is again 
selected for the Sheffield Works Association representatives team 
as he plays on Saturdays with Telephone Sports. Signalman 
Green, another forward, is an ex-Sheffield schoolboy player 
and Signalman Bee, inside or outside-left, also played a big 
part in the attack. 

65th REOIMEBTT T .A . 

The highlight of our training year, annual camp, took place 
in July. The camp took the form of a long range radio exercise 
based in the U . K . with detachments in B.A.O.R., Malta, Cyprus 
and throughout the U . K . Whilst the Telegraph Operators and 
Comcen personnel were kept fully occupied the M . T . personnel 
and attached R.E M.E. Troop were exercised at R.A.F. Wartling 
in Sussex and a large proportion of the technical staff were 
exercising in Merionethshire. 

M a l t a and Cyprus . Detachments, after a deal of trouble 
in getting their luggage and equipment to size for air transport, 
eventually left R.A.F. Abingdon early on the Friday morning. 
T w o of our W.R.A.C. girls. Private Barnes and Private Ather-
ton, were " naturals " as stewardesses and were soon at work. 
T h e Cyprus detachment commanded by Major C. D . Burgess, 
a recent recruit from the S.A.S., soon explored the spots of 
Valetta on their overnight stay in Malta. Meanwhile the Malta 
detachment under Major A. A. Mann settled in for their ten 
days stay. Unfortunately though Malta boasts a nil average 
rainfall for July this year proved an exception and a fairly 
damp time was had. A Telegraph Operator continuation school 
was set up and proved very beneficial. 234 Squadron provided 
accommodation and 235 Squadron very kindly made their mini-

bus available to us. T h e help of these regular Units was greatly 
appreciated and we hope to see again some of our L X V ties 
left behind as a momento of our visit. 

T h e Cyprus detachment got off to a good start from Malta, 
at least from the air crews point of view. Someone had for-
gotten to turn off an air pipe which caused much amusement 
as the girls boarded the plane. T h e weather was splendid and 
the most was made of it during free time. Visits were made to 
Larjaca and Famagusta for bathing and local shopping. T h e 
radio station was soon set up working to the U . K . T h e men 
and girls worked together on an equal basis during a six hour 
day and through two-night schedules. 

21 St Reg iment . Our hosts at Laarbruch gave of their best 
to a party of Linemen and Telegraph Operators. Very success-
ful communications with the U . K . were maintained throughout 
camp. In the evenings the party visited several places in Hol-
land, Nyjmegan, at the time of the " marches " when troops of 
all nationalities were in town; this was most enjoyable with the 
night clubs and dance halls in full swing. Everyone returned 
having had a very enjoyable fortnight and, of course, com-
plaining about being worked too hard. 

Scot land and the R o y a l NTavy. T h e final link in 
our radio exercise set off for Arbroath by rail. TTie detachment 
lived with the R.N. Air Station, H.M.S. Condor, where they 
were made most welcome. Very soon everybody had settled in 
and were going " aboard " and " ashore " like old salts. T h e 
detachment amalgamated with 92nd Regiment A.E.R. and 
provided drivers, telegraph operators, cipher and teleprinter 
personnel to reinforce their A E R colleagues. 

A party ^f jparachute trained telegraph operators were 
" dropped" in the highlands, and made their way on foot 
across Scotland operating and living in the rough for days, 
eventually arriving at Forfar to join up with the Arbroath 
detachment. 

W i t h the R .A .F . Our M T personnel were made most 
welcome at R.A.F. Wartling, and with their help had no difficulty 
in establishing their driving school. T h e school was very 
successful and a large number of our W . R A . C . and Royal 
Signals drivers qualified for their Driving Proficiency Tests. 

The accommodation provided for all was superb, one girl 
with the initials E.R. found a little notice pinned to her door 
" The Royal Suite." Many a sad face looked back on the Sussex 
Downs as the convoy left for home. 

Al l A r m s Jun*or L e a d e r s Reg iment . Corporal B. 
Lyons and Signalman J. Phillips successfully drove our two 
lo-ton Thornycrofts complete with 5-ton radio trailers to T o w y n 
in Merionethshire accompanied by a police escort. They 
arrived in sufficient time to welcome the main party of tech-
nicians commanded by Captain D . A. D. Smith. T h e close 
co-operation of the Al l Arms Junior Leaders Regiment ensured 
that we lacked nothing during our stay. T h e unclassified 
technicians received training under S.S.M. Pink, and the 
qualified personnel had instruction in the working of new 
equipment Successful communications were established with 
Cyprus, Malta, B.A.O.R. and base. On the middle Sunday the 
more energetic members of the party climbed Cader Idris, it 
must have been quite an effort for some of them as only now 

(Continued on page 478) 

ROYAL SIGNALS STABLE BELTS 

New Regulation Pattern with Straps 

Made up as required 
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T H E W I R E , N O V E M B E R . 1 9 6 3 477 



have the tales petered out. T h e Lord Lieutenant of Merioneth-
shire, Colonel Williams-Wynn, visited the detachment and 
showed great interest in our equipment and training. 

Country H o m e and Gl id ing . T h e remainder of the 
Regiment camped in Buckinghamshire. As the centre of the 
organisation a fairly hard time was had by aU. However, every-
one had the satisfaction that through their efforts all the 
scattered members of the Regiment were able to derive benefit. 
T h e first seven days of camp were devoted purely to the radio 
exercise. 

A haison was established with the R.A.F. Gliding Club at 
Bicester. Lieutenant T o m Bland (reputed to weight some i8 
stone) had taken off and and landed again without any apparent 
damage to himself or the aircraft. It was therefore decided that 
engineless flight must be safe, and several members took to 
the air. 

Three flights were quickly formed and the Mess at R . H Q. 
echoed to cries of " 50 feet," " upside down," " nothing on the 
clock," etc. 

Several members of the Regiment managed to get near the 
solo stage and hope to continue the sport again when the 
weather permits. 

T .A . SEBGEAIVTS A T T E L E V I S I O N S T U D I O S 

Recently, a party from the Sergeants' Mess of 42nd Lanes. 
Signal Regiment (T.A.) were invited by Mr. Bernstein to visit 
his Granada Studios in Manchester. T h e visit proved to be 
a great success. T h e party were able to watch part of the 
" Coronation Street" production in progress, and they were 
shown, with unfailing courtesy and patience, every side of the 
technical production " mysteries " of a television studio. Their 
sincere thanks are offered to the studio staff who helped to 
make the visit so outstandingly successful. 

C R O Y D O N A N D D I S T R I C T B R A N C H 

Twelve members of the Branch with Standard attended the 
Remembrance Sunday Parade at Croydon. Captain D . T , 
Honeyball commanded and laid the Royal Signals wreath on the 
Memorial. 

Royal Signals formed the second largest contingent in the 
Old Comrades' Section of the Parade, being beaten only by the 
Old Contemptibles. It was a most impressive parade in which 
the Corps played a full part. 

Ini«pections and F ina l P a r a d e . T h e one free day of 
camp was blessed with superb weather and parties visited local 
places of interest. T h e last Wednesday saw the return of all 
the out detachments in time for an inspection on the Thursday 
by Major-General E. J. B. Nelson, D.S.O., M.C., M.V.O., O.B.E., 
G O.C. London District. His arrival by helicopter provided 
some headaches for the Q.M., who, the day before was provided 
with a list of the equipment required to land him. This duly 
arrived, and the larger Units comprised one ambulance and 
one fire engine. 

T h e officers of the Regiment entertained the G.O.C. and 
other guests to lunch before their departure. 

T h e last day of camp saw a parade and march past, the 
salute was taken by our Honorary Colonel, the Earl of Malmes-
bury. This parade, was carried out without any rehearsal, as 
all camp was spent in " signalling" and those who took part 
were agreeably surprised by the performance. 

Life Assurance 
Policies Covering War Risks 
for: 

Children. 
Convertible Whole LKe. 
Death Duties. 
Education Endowment. 
House Purchase. Retirement. ^ ^ 
Unit Trust and Share Purchase 
by Endowment 

EVERY INSURANCE INCLUDING 
Officers' Kit. Household Effects. 
Hospital Schemes (33J% Group discount — Officers 
and retired Officers). 
Personal Accidents. Personal Liability. 
Motor Competitive rates for New and Old Cars. 
Home and Foreign Policies. 
Bloodstock, Camera, Caravan, Golf, Gun, Holidays, 
Hunter, Transit, Television, etc. 

B. £ THOMPSON & CO. LTD. 
INSURANCE B R O K E R S 

11, KING STREET, RICHMOND, YORKSHIRE 

Telephone No. 2308 . 

Royal Signals Association and Benevolent Fund 
The following subscriptions were most gratefully received during 

October, 1963: 
24th Regiment (Officers' Mess) 
24th Regiment (Warrant Officers' and Sergeants' Mess) ... 
Army Apprentices School 
224 Squadron 
14th Regiment (i Squadron) 
14th Regiment (2 Squadron) 
14th Regiment (3 Squadron) 
30th Regiment 
216 Squadron 
243 Squadron 
602 Troop (S.C.) 
M.E.S./S.R.D.E. 
Junior Leaders Regiment 
Royal Signals Records ... ... ... 
Royal Signals attached 46 Squadron R.A.S.C. (L.C.T.) ... 
Signals Wing. R.M.A. Sandhurst 
Signal Training Wing R.M 
43rd Regiment T.A. 
63rd Regiment 
H.Q. A.E.R. Royal Signals 
44th Regiment T.A. (Collection at annual camp) 
47th Regiment T.A. (Warrant Officers' and Sergeants' Mess) 
58th Regiment T.A. (Regimental " At Home ") 
326 Squadron T.A 
302 Squadron T.A 
632 Troop (Hebrides) 
H.Q. Allied Forces Northern Europe 
I St Regiment 
2nd Regiment (Kohims Weekend) 
7th Regiment 
i6th Regiment 
207 Souadron 
H.Q. M.iddle East Command 
261 Squadron 
Presentation and Dinner Committee for Brig 
W. H. Hobby 
T. D. Briden 
A. S. Crocker 
S. W. Davis (through 48th Regiment T.A.) 
L. G. Healey 
G. A. T. Parry 
A. Davies 
N. Hughes 
C. P. Prescot 
L. H. Morse 
Sir Ralph H. Rayner 
L. G. Toogood 
H. W. Vaughan Thomas 
E. J. C. Harrison 
W. C. Buchanan 
R. C. C. Palmer 
Anonymous 

Receipts 

Expenditure during October, 1963 
(Includes:—Rent and Rates; Beds and Bedding; 
Furniture; Cots and Prams; General Assistance).. 

5 5 
5 o 
2 o 
1 o 

52 6 
178 II 
70 12 
16 I 
30 o 
2 o 

i6 3 
gadier Firth's Farewell 12 o o 

£ s. d. 
4 3 0 
4 2 
4 15 

21 6 
10 o 
3 12 
4 I 

15 o 
3 3 
I II 

I o 
1 S 

2 
9 5 
3 9 
2 9 
7 5 

10 
10 
4 

2 2 
5 
5 
S 
5 

1 10 
2 O 
I I 
I O 
1 O 

10 
2 O 

12 
3 

£528 10 0 

£591 16 1 

Analysis of cases: — 
Families of Soldiers serving in U.K. ... 
Released and discharged Soldiers 
Widows and dependants 

Total Cases Assisted 

2 
30 

2 
40 

19'cases of Soldiers who served during the 1939/45 War ... 
21 cases of Soldiers who did not serve during the War .. 

C249 II 3 
£342 4 10 
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AWIILITARY MANANDHIS 

MONEY 
(and the importance of 
a visit to 6 Pall Mall) 

6 Pall Mall. T h e home of Cox's & 
King's branch of Lloyds Bank. 
Official A r m y Agents for over 
200 years—to the R A F since its 
formation. 

W h i c h means widespread and 
practical experience of the 
monetary affairs of serving men 
at home or overseas. 

For Instance, at 6 Pall Mall, 
there are special departments 
concentrating on insurance of all 
k inds, incometax,stockand share 
work, foreign businessandtravel . 

A n d the full banking service 
allows the officer, warrant officer 
and senior N.C.O. to cash his 
cheques at any branch of Lloyds 
Bank without prior arrangement. 

Al l in all, our customers find 
(so they tell us) 

It's good business 
to go to 

LLOYDSBANK 
COX'S & KING'S BRANCH 

6 PALL MALL, S.W.I 
Telephone: WHItehal l 7001 

Official Agents to t h e A r m y a n d 
Royal Air Force 

Members of the W.R.A.C. will f ind 
these facil it ies equally valuable. 
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