


How do you feel 
about leaving the Army? 

As you're wP.11 aware, serving in he Forces isn't 1ust a 
1ob Ifs a way of Irle So, it's no surprise. that after 

leavmg, many people feel as though they're high and dry, 
like a fish out of water 

But there's no need for you to feel his way Ifs 
perfec ly possible for you o keep up with old friends, 
make use of the umque skills you've acquired, and 
make a vital contribution to the nation's defence into 
the bargain 

How? Simply by becommg a member of the 
Volu nteer Forces, which make up a third of our Army 
and represent a s1gmf;cant part of our commrtment 
to NATO 

There are three options open to you 
Firstly, you can iom one of the Terri torial Army 

Independent Umts based m the TAVRA region in which 
you have decided to settle. An ideal route for those 
leaving Infantry or Cavalry regiments 

Secondly, 1f you are leaving a Corps, you could 
retain your capbadge and become a member of either 
an Independent Umt or a TA Specialist Unit In either, 
you can maintain and extend the special skills that you 
have learned 

Third ly, you could 1oin the HSF, which fulfils a vital 

role in our home defence, and in particular 1s suitable 
for people with limited spa re time. 

You can contribute as much time as you want 
in any one year The minimum that we ask 1s that 
as a member of the Independent TA you complete 
6 weekends, a two-week Summer Camp and som~ 
weekday evenings As a 
Specialist we ask only ..._/ ~ 
15 days training and ~~ ~ 
two weekends. ") •., • z 

And, as a ,~. Z::- <> 
member of the e )~ • ') / I 

SF, 6 to JO ~ t > -
days training and 
one evening per 
month. In return you will receive payment equivalent to 
the rates paid to Regular Army soldiers plus an annual 
tax-free bonus. 

If you would hke more in formation about how you 
can stay in the swim of things, write to the address 
below, g1v1ng details of which option you are interested 
in, your cu rrent age and address, you r intended county 
of residence. and of the regiment you have left or 
are leaving 

The Territorial Army, Freepost, 4335 (Ref: 9000), Bristol BSl 3YX. 
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NEW YEAR HONOURS 
We warmly congratulate those who received awards in the New Year Honours List. 

CB 
Major General P. R. Davies 

MBE 
Major P. M. Telford R Signals 
Captain J. Aspinall R Signals 

ERRATUM 

CBE 
Brigadier J. D. Stokoe MBE 

BEM 
Staff Sergeant N. Grant 

Staff Sergeant F. J. Smith 
Sergeant I. Oarke 

Sergeant D. R. Tope 
Corporal J. Wardley 

Granby Operational Awards-BEM- for Cpl P. J. Bruce, read Cpl C. Bruce. 

A MESSAGE FROM THE SIGNAL OFFICER IN CHIEF (ARMY) 
REBADGING OF SERVICEWOMEN 

The Royal Corps of Signals has always employed large numbers of women , and in the past many members of the WRAC have been employed 
in Corps sponsored trades. In recent years, the employment opportunities open to women have widened, whilst restrictions on their deployment 
have been relaxed . A major milestone was reached on 6 January I 992, when some 2,000 Servicewomen (800 Regular and 1,200 Volunteer) rebadged 
to become full members of the Corps. All Corps sponsored trades are now open to women, with the exception of bandsman, and for all practical 
purposes women now have the same training and career opportunities as the men . 

This development is the last stage in a lengthy process in which the Army as a whole has taken very positive initiatives to recognise more formally 
the important contribution which women can make to the profession of arms . I am delighted to welcome our new female colleagues into the Corps 
family, and wish them all every success in their service with Royal Signals. 
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THE COLONEL IN CHIEF VISITS 1 ARMOURED DIVISION HEADQUARTERS AND 
SIGNAL REGIMENT AND 14 SIGNAL REG MENT (EW) 

Her Royal Highness The Princess Royal ?~VO,_ ~olonel in Chief, 
accompanied by her son Master Peter Philhps v1s1ted 1 Armoured 
Division Headquarter an Signal RegimenL on 28 Ocwber 1991 _and 
were welcomed by the Commanding Officer Lt Col J. E. F. Kirby 
OBE and Mrs Kirby and the Regimental Sergeant Major WOI (RSM) 
B. Boll and Mrs Boll. Her Royal Highness was accompanied by the 
Master of Signals, Maj Gen A. C. Birtwistle CB CHE DL Commander 
Communications BOAR Maj Gen J. O. C. Alexander CB OBE and 
the Regimental Secretary Col A. N. DeBretton Gordon . 

The frrst port of call was the 'Thorne Rooms' where _HRH met 
members of 207 Sig Sqn during coffee. There followed a video of the 
Corps and the Regimem in the Gulf. 

HRH then went to the Warrant Officers' and Sergeants' Mess and 
presented LS & GC Medals to SSgt Madeloso and Sgt Davis and took 
lunch there. 

After lunch HRH was shown a presentation depicting lift; in th_e 
Gulf. This included tableaux of Div HQ and a Trunk Node m their 
desert configurations. Then followed a Regiment~ fair. Many stands 
at the fair captured the Gulf theme such as camel n des, rt;mote control 
dune buggy racing, a display of captured arms and equipments, and 
an audio visual display of a soldier 's li fe on Op Granby. 

After the fair the Colonel in Chief visited the 'The Grape Vine', the 
families centre which was built especially for those left behind during 
Op Granby. HRH was entertained by the families w_h? had used the 
centre during the conflict. HRH left the barracks to v1s1t Stadt Verden 
and meet the Burgermeister and Stadtdirektor, and sign the Stadt 
Visitors' Book. A thoroughly enjoyable and successful day was 
completed when the Colonel in Chief attended a Regimental din ner 
night in the Officers' Mess. 

• 

SSgt Dubique and Cpl Strafford with the Colonel in Chief in Trunk 
Node 041 

The Colonel in Chief, Her Royal Highness The Princess Royal 
GCVO visited 14 Signal Regiment (EW} in October. 

After the presentation of a cheque from the Regiment fo.r ~ave the 
Children Fund, The Princess Royal and Master Peter Phdhps were 
shown around the Regiment. Displays of the Regi?lent's ~ork and 
demonstrations by the Kindergarten and School particularly interested 
HRH, while Master Peter enjoyed driving a Hummel around camp . 
Her Royal Highness met families and soldiers. 

Congratulations to Team I (yellow and greens in the foreground) 
who won the Superteams competition on the day. 

Sig Tharby, presents t he cheque to HRH 

The fina l game in the Superteams Competition - most 
participants got very wet! 

SIGNAL OFFICER IN CHIEF (ARMY) VISIT TO THE MALAYSIAN SIGNALS 
Malaysian Signallers have a strong 'Esprit de Corps' and a 

wonderful family spirit. Their traditions are based on ours. The 
Malaysian Signals Corps was originally the Signals Platoon of the 
Royal Malay Regiment and it derives its seniority from that fact. It 
formed as an independent Corps in 1952 and is the fourth senior 
organisation in the Malaysian Army; junior to the Royal Malay 
Regiment, the Rangers and the Armoured Corps but senior to the 
Sappers and Gunners. 

The abiding memory of visiting the Malaysian Armed Forces is 
boundless hospitality and goodwill, a high level of professionalism 
and wonderful food. Gen Cook's visit was no exception. It helped, of 
course, that be and the current CSO, Col Hew Kim Yew, were old 
classmates from Sandhurst days. A programme of visits was prepared 
by the RegimenLal Colonel, Lt Col Haji Mohd Safari Bin Sarkawi , and 
his staff, Maj Rosian, Maj Ghani and Capt Roshni , with a nice 
balance of business and pleasure. Both the General and Mrs Cook 
were whisked without fuss from place to place by staff car. The SOinC 
was looked after by Lt Col Andy Lai, who brought his own unique 
style to the job, and Mrs Cook by the highly efficient Capt Roshni. 

At each unit the General was greeted by a Quarter Guard, 
resplendent in white ceremonials. Malaysian drill is immaculate. 'We 
learned it all from you' , Malaysians are fond of telling me: but they 
would not be out of place on the square at Pirbright. 

On the service side, Gen Cook met the Corps Commander, Lt Gen 
Dato Borham, before going on to the Signals School, commanded by 
Lt Col Isa Mohammed and 95 Base Workshop commanded by Lt Col 

oo Ah Chai, both in Sungei Besi. 
In the late Sixties, Lhe SOinC served as a Captain, in the 28th 
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Commonwealth Brigade. His visit to the home of 3 Divisional Signals 
Regiment was, therefore , a trip down memory lane. The Regiment, 
which is commanded by Lt Col Siron Bin Omar, is in Terendak Camp 
near Malacca, once the showpiece of the British Army. The SOinC 
also took the opportunity to visit the military cemetery which is in 
extremely good order and the Corps respects were paid to the late Cpl 
Murphy and LCpl Hardy, both killed during the Malayan Emergency . 

Meanwhile, Mrs Cook was taken by Mrs Terri Hew to the local 
Cheshire Home. Terri Hew, as well as being the wife of the CSO, is 
Chief Executive of Damansara Utama College . She took the 

1 
opportunity of the visit to offer a computer scholarship to one of the 
residents , 27-year old Mr Dankar, who has been paralyzed for the last 
seven years. This was a magnificent gift to the home and we hope 
similar grants may follow. Mrs Cook was also shown around a local 
blind school, the Gurney Training Centre, which is an independent 
organisation run' to help the blind integrate into the community by 
teaching work skills Terri Hew' s sister is the dynamic chief executive 
of this organisation. 

A wide cross section of serving and retired signallers were able to 
meet Gen and Mrs Cook, including a number of Royal Signals 
Association members and their wives. 

All too soon it was time to return home to a traditional Malaysian 
farewell at Subang International Airport. So many Malaysian Signals 
officers and their wives had come to the VIP suite to say goodbye to 
the General and Mrs Cook. A great exchange of gifts took place 
followed by frenzied repacking of hand-baggage; which at last 
explained the presence of this trip of the General's MA, Maj Ian 
Strong. 
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THE SIGNAL OFFICER IN C EF (ARMY) 
J CORPS OF SIGNALS POST OPTIONS 

In the October 1991 issue of The Wire, I outlined the ORBAT of 
the Regular Corps post Options. I was unable to tell you about the TA 
ORBAT at that stage, because the Secretary of State had yet to give 
his final approval LO the Army's plan. As you will know, a statement 
on the TA was made to Parliament on 10 December, and by now 
many of you will have been briefed on the future structure of the 
Volunteer Corps. 

The diagram below shows the full Royal Signals ORBA T post 
()ptions, and you will see that our Volunteer Units have come through 
Lhe Options process largely unscathed. All of our TA Major Units and 
Independent Squadrons will remain, but with an overall increase in 
Volunteer strength. Roles for much of the Royal Signals TA will also 
change significantly. For the first time, a TA Major Unit will have a 
deployment task Out Of Area, others ill be equipped with Ptarmigan 
as par of a composite Regular/Volunteer Signal Brigade. 

1\llu-.:1 work remains to be done, but we are now clear on which 
Regular and Volunteer units will remain in our future ORBAT and on 
their roles, with locations decided in most cases. Our Regular 
Regiments and Squadrons will all have challenging and wide ranging 
tasks. The future roles envisaged for our Royal Signals Volunteers, 
much more closely integrated than hitherto with Regular Army tasks, 
will allow them to look forward to a challenging and very worthwhile 
future. 

Of course the process of reorganising the Regular and Volunteer 
Corps is far from complete, and I do not wish to minimi e the 
difficulties of implementing our post Options ORBAT. However, 
what is certain is that the Corps will have a vital role to play in the 
new Army, and that there is much to look forward to for us all in the 
future. 

ROY AL SIGNALS OUTLINE OR BAT 
POST OPTION W 

DGCIS{A)/SOinC{A) 

I 
ARRC/OOA 

ARRC (UK) 
3 (UK) Div HQ & Sig Regt 

1 (Mech) Bde HQ & Sig Sqn 
19 (Mech) Bde HQ & Sig Sqn 

5 AB Bde HQ & Sig Sqn (216 Para) 
(UK) Sqn 14 Sig Regt (EW) 

21 0 (24 Airmob Bde) HQ & Sig Sqn 

ARRC (CR) 1 1 (ARRC) SIG BOE (V) 
7 (ARRC) Sig Regt 
14 Sig Regt (EW) 

1 (UK! Armd Div HQ & Sig Regt 
204 (4 Armd Bde) Sig Sqn 
207 (7 Armd Bde) Sig Sqn 

200 (20 Armd Bde) Sig Sqn 

2 Sig Regt 
33 Sig Regt (V) 
34 Sig Regt (V) 
35 Sig Regt (V) 
36 Sig Regt (V ) 
55 Sig Sqn (V) 

I 

2 IMHO) SIG BOE (VI 
32 Sig Regt (V) 
37 Sig Regt (V) 
38 Sig Regt (VI 
71 Sig Regt (V) 
31 Sig Regt (VI 
56 Sig Sqn (V) 

AFTS 
238 Sig Sqn 
240 Sig Sqn 
241 Sig Sqn 
242 Sig Sqn 
243 Sig Sqn 
251 Sig Sqn 

THEATRE TPS 
16 Sig Regt 

(Fixed Comms) 

ARRC/OOA 

I 
UK BASE 

I 
HQNI 

15 Sig Regt 
3 Inf Bde HQ & Sig Sqn 
8 Inf Bde HQ & Sig Sqn 

39 Inf Bde HQ & Sig Sqn 

I 
ROW 

I 
I 

Cyprus 
9 Sig Regt 

30 Sig Regt (00Al 
(250 Gurkha Sig Sqn) 

21 Sig Regt (AS) 
249 (AMF(Lll Sig Sqn 

40 Sig Regt (V) 
264 (SAS! Sig Sqn 

63 (SAS) Sig Sqn (VI 

254 (UNFICYP) Sig Sqn 
259 Sig Sqn 
662 Sig Tp 
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I 
OGO 

13 Sig Regt 
39 Sig Regt (SC) (V) 

602 Sig Tp (SCI 

I 
Other Units 

QG Sig Regt (HK) 
JCUFI 

633 Sig Tp (Belize) 
642 Sig Tp (Gib) 
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HONOUR RIBBON FOR 28 SIGNAL REGIMENT 
On Tue day 29 October 1991 the Mini ter Pre ident of orth 

Rhine-Westphalia, Herr Johannes Rau , presented a ribbon of honour 
to 2 Sig Regt . The presentation was made at a special parade at the 
barrack in Toni vorst. Tb Fahnenband, to give it it proper name, 
has been awarded annually y Herr Rau since 1982. 28 Sig Regt is not 
only the fir t Briti h unit to receive it but, more importantly, the fir t 
non-German unit; a fact which makes us doubly proud. The award of 
the Fahnenband is in recognition of the long and close relationship 
between the Regiment and the local communities of Tonisvorst and St 
Toni . The Regiment has been stationed here continuously since 1961 
and wa awarded the Freedom of Tonisvorst in 1976. 

The Fahnenband itself ls a specially made ribbon in the colours of 
orth Rhine-Westphalia ie red. white and green. It bears the ere t of 
orth Rhine-Westphalia at the top and the Regiment's title and the 

badge of the Royal Corps of Signals beneath. The Fahnenband is to 
be attached to the Regimental flag and paraded. Herein lay our first 
problem, Corps' Regiments do not have their own Regimental Flag . 
Permi sion was given for the Regiment to have a Regimental Flag 
made. So not only are we the only Royal Signals unit with a 

Fahnenband but the only one with a Regimental Flag to carry it on. 
On parade on 29 October were the Regiment's three Squadrons and 

some of the C0rp Band. The Parade was commanded by our 2IC Maj 
Ian Grant. 0 Lt Col Arthur Merrick MBE, accompanied the 
Mini ter President to the dias, watched by other VIPs, guests and the 
Regiment's families. After inspecting the Parade Herr Rau made a 
speech in which he praised the Regiment for its part in maintaining the 
security of NA TO over the past 30 years and for its excellent relations 
with the local community. The Flag Party then marched forward to be 
presented with the Fahnenband by Herr Rau. After a short speech by 
the Burgermeister and a reply by our Commanding Officer, the 
Regiment's Flag and its Fahnenband were borne off parade. 

A buffet lunch was served in the Gymnasium. Herr Rau was 
presented with a Franciscan Axe to mark this visit. 

The Regiment i extremely proud of thi award and, at the 
uggestion of Maj Gen J. O. C. Alexander CB OBE, the Comd 

Comms BAOR, 29 October will be observed as a holiday in the 
Regiment. 

Herr Johannes Rau , the Minister President of North Rhine-Westphalia attaches the Fahnenband to the Regiment's Flag. The Flag party 
consists of Lt Donny Robertson, SSgt (YofS) Nigel Richards, SSgt (YofS) Tony Re~man, SSgts Pete O'Connor and Terry Oakes 
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EXERCISE GOLDMINE 
by Sgt Roelf Bruinsma 

Ex Goldmine is the RAF(G) Ghding Associations annual expedition 
to Systeron in the French Alps aimed at providing advanced flying for 
glider pilots in the unfamiliar and challenging conditions encountered 
in the mountainous regions. 

Mountain flying calls for a higher level of skill and confidence than 
would normally be encountered and the combination of the 
mountains and the weather should mean higher and longer flights. 

The first impression on arrival at the airfield was one of total awe 
at the beautiful scenery and excitement at the thought of flying the 
high mountain tops. 

Dail briefings were held to ensure that all pilots were aware of the 
dangers involved especially the unpredictable weather conditions. 
Familiansation flights were taken to practise keeping a glider straight 
and le ~1 on a l 50ft tow line. 

Sgt Bruinsma ready to fly 

THE FLYING 
With only nine gliders between the three gliding clubs involved I had 

to wait two long days before I was told it would be my turn to fly. 
Double checking of maps and the met forecast; loading camera, 

butties and soft drinks the nerves started to build up. Gliders were 
pushed to the strip at 0830 hrs ready for launching as soon as the 
weather conditions allowed 'a lift' (normally about midday) . Waiting, 
listening and asking the experienced pilots 'what if ... ' questions. 
Anticipation and trepidation added to the nerves. And then, the 'tugs' 
moving out of their hangars-a sure sign that launching was about to 
take place, increasing the pulse rate even more for the novice alpine 
flyers . 

The tug appeared, taxied in front of my glider, hooked up and 
following my instructions towed me into the air. Total concentration 
now, all pre flight nerves gone and I started to enjoy myself. Releasing 
the tow rope at about 2,000ft above the airfield I started to feel and 
look for the rising air that would hopefully keep me airborne for a few 
hours. 

The south facing slopes of the mountains had been heated up by the 
morning sun and were now 'kicking off' warm rising air which 
combined with the winds that are forced over the mountains resulted 
in fantastic rates of lift , the air rising at about 600 to l ,OOOft per 
minute. 

The skill factor came in flying my glider accurately enough to 
maintain height whilst seeking out the columns of rising air and then 
rising to the highest possible level once a 'thermal' had been found. 
I also had to be aware of the very real danger of sinking air that rushes 
down at alarming rates which could result in the glider being forced 
into the side of the mountain. 

After a confidence boosting cl imb in a thermal to about 7 ,OOOft I 
could really begin to relax and enjoy myself sight eeing . Soaring from 
mountain top to mountain top constantly topping up on height every 
time I hit a thermal I could stay up all day. Flying along and above 
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a ridge with a few thousand feet of valley under one wing and a rock 
face 50ft under the other can only be described as the ultimate 
experience. 

In all 1 completed a total of seven flights in the Alps ranging from 
two hours to seven hours. Every flight was different but, no le 
exciting, especially for someone like myself, who only took up gliding 
three years ago. 

I learned a great deal about flying in the mountains and gliding in 
general. I learned a lot more about myself, my limits, my fears and 
how to overcome them. I certainly came away from the expedition 
believing that gliding must be the most adventurous sport within reach 
of the average serviceman. 

As for the cost, for the two weeks expedition (all found including 
the gliding) my personal account was depleted by some OM 1800 

Spectacular views 

which would have been considerably more had it not been fo r a grant 
from RAF(G), an annual grant from the Royal Signals Games Club 
and not least a grant from my own PR!. 

For those in BAOR, did you know that gliding takes place every 
weekend at RAF Stations Bruggen, Laarbruch and Gutersloh. The 
BFG Gliding Centre is at Achmer, near Osnabruch and two week 
courses are regularly held there throughout the year (see GRO 208/90 
for details). The three airfield Gliding Clubs actively welcome novice 
glider pilots of all ages with prices at all the airfields being about the 
same-DM 10 per month membership and OM 5 per flight. 

So, if you have nothing to do at the weekend and you want to take 
up a sport that is both challenging and exhilarating why nor try 
gliding. Phone me on RAF Wildenrath Ext 5615 if you are not sure 
where to start and remember, why be a turkey on the ground when 
you can soar with the eagles? 

(Sgt Bruinsma is serving with 21 Sig Regt and was the only Army 
member of this expedition .) 

If you are serving and have a st anding order for THE 
WIRE please keep us well informed of any change of 
address. It is impossible for us to keep up with 
hundreds of posting orders and your 'Wire' will go to 
your old address unless we hear to the contrary. 
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TOPHAM HATT IV 
The Topham Hatt selection committee m<?ved. from .NI to RAF 

Brize onon earlier thi year and another Tn-umt exerci e has been 
ompleted on the Swanage R~ilway. T?e continuing saga of telecom 

in tallation and other 'related p101ects goes on. . 
Exerci e Topham Hatt IV held l~-1.9 N~vem~cr 1?91 consisted of 

28 personnel from 244 Sig Sqn (adm1rustermg urut); e.ight from .39 Inf 
Bde HQ & Sig Sqn and three from 3 Inf Bde HQ & Sig Sqn. With the 
inclusion of a civilian element and a number of attached personnel the 
total strength was, at times, 40. The tasks. included the usual 
maintenance jobs, installation of safety equipment at .l\~o level 
crossings, drain installation at Corfe Castle and the provmon of a 
cable network for British Telecom. 

Th Advance Party arrived in Swanage and all images of the sun 
baked holiday resort were immediately washed away. However Cpl 
Sean Dewar soon got the men out i~to the rai~, and ~te And)'. Brown 
into the kitchen. The accommodauon for this exercise cons1ste~ of 
four railway carriages of differing variety, all of which had to be w1~ed 
up to the mains. Sig 'Scotty' Scot supervised LCpl 'Tafr Jones ~vhilst 
Cpl 'Taff Pike assisted in the mayhem. We found refreshment m the· 
Purbeck Hotel! . 

The rest of the exercise personnel arrived the following day. By this 
tage the Advance party were all into the first. stage of work, that w.ell 

known Corps pastime, tree chopping. By mid afteroon the Exercise 
Commander, 2Lt Nick Peet had arrived. 

Meanwhile Sgt Jan Seymour, was phoning all and sundry to find 
out what had become of the chaps from Northern Ireland. LCpl Lee 
Hilligenn, one of the Topham Hatt veterans, esconed .the NI 
'Lumberjacks' from Lyneham to Swanage. The first workmg day 
included another briefing, nine teams were set to work, the furthest 
away being at Corfe Castle. LCpl Del Paz commenced JCB work 
digging trenches for land drains. Mu~ of the pipe laying and .store 
moving work was done by hand which left LCpl Andy Mulhneux 
thoroughly exhausted by the end of the day. . . . 

The second major task was to clear the banks1de at Kmtson of all 
trees and undergrowth. This is where the 'Lumberjacks' came in and 
Lt Chris Patterson and LCpls Badger Collins, Andy Forster and Trev 
Austin soon got stuck in. Their remit was to completely clear 
approximately 1,500m2 of banksi~e. some of whi~h contained 
extremely thick undergrowth. The JOb was made easier when the 
pyromaniacs amongst them started a few fires. 

The safety aspect of farm crossings was the prime consideration for 
the two teams led by Sgt Jan Seymour and LCpl Lee Hilligenn. Their 

l to R: Sgt Frank Roberts, Sig Russ Clink and Sgt Jan Seymour 
Photo courtesy Andrew P. M. Wright 
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week was spent installing new telephones, road signs, fencing and all 
other associated works in order to improve the safety aspect for road 
users. One of these teams must have got the award for the most. people 
watching one person completing a job. This was recorded on video by 
the Squadron 2IC, Capt Matt Fensom. 

Swanage was the focal point for three te~ms. S~g Jlml!IY Watson and 
his entourage of fellow workers had the JOb of mstallmg a 200m ru.n 
of cable to link extensions on site to the BT external exchange. This 
was achieved, but not, unfortunately, before he sprained hi.s .ankle. 
W02 (RQMS) Chris Charlton and Sig Paul Wilcock busy rewmng the 
platform station lamps decided that using a ladder wa~ too much 
hassle and that a 2m high fridge, on wheels, would be s1~pler. The 
idea worked well until the wind decided to move the fndge. The 
RQMS was left hanging from the station roof whilst the fridge rolled 
down the platform and over the edge crashing on to the track below! 
Needless to say onlookers found it very amusing. 

All work and no play makes LCpl Badger Collins a d.ull boy so he 
and all the others got involved in social events. On previous Topham 
Hatt exercises matches against the Swanage Under 16s football team 
have been played and lost. Despite the fact the te~m are now ~h: 
Under 17s this time we won, having entered mto a 5-a-side 
competitio~. Thanks to LCpl Lee Hilligenn for scoring an ow~ goal 
and 'Boos' Peet for letting it in! After the match we presented Jimmy 
DruD11Dond of the Club with a Red Hand. 

The following evening we played the Purbeck Hotel at Games, ~d 
we received the usual warm welcome from the locals. The next day Sig 
Gaz Middleton and Jimmy Watson helped the Corfe Castle Christmas 
Lights Committee in the village with thei.r Christmas li¥hts. They also 
managed to be interviewed on .local radio and get th~IT phot~ m the 
local papers. Quite a busy first half of the exercise, which was 
supplemented for eight of the participants with two days on Bulford 
Ranges. 

The major event was the visit by the Master of Signals, Maj Gen A. 
C. Birtwistle CB, CBE, DL. He was met by the Exercise Commander 
and Sgt Frank Roberts who was IC technical aspects and shov:in the 
accommodation and messing areas. The Master was accompanied by 
Maj Alan Hutt, Sqn Comd 244 Sig Sqn and Maj Neil Yeoell, Sqn 
Comd 39 Inf Bde HQ & Sig Sqn. He was introduced to members of 
the Southern Steam Trusts' Council of Management and also 
Directors of the Swanage Railway Co Ltd. A new engine was in steam 
at Swanage and the Master was photographed riding on the footplate 
of the engine. Shots of the event were later seen on ITV. The Master 
spoke to everyone participating in the exercise and saw what they had 
achieved during their time in Swanage. 

The exercise ended two days later with all the tasks set completed, 
and some other achievements. One of these was the re-roofing of a 
two-road engine shed undertaken by Cpl Kaffa Townsend and other 
rigger tra!t'ed personnel. The exercise Sweatshirts arrived just in time 
for our departure, much to the delight of LCpl Bart Cook and Sig 
Russ Clink, who are about the only people small enough to squeeze 
into them. 

It is anticipated that this link between the Corps and the Swanage 
Railway will continue. There are now many people in the Corps who 
have contributed towards the success of this work, so far, and 11 Sig 
Regt may be involved in the next phase. 

With the Master of Signals at Ponderosa Farm Crossing 
Photo courtesy Andrew P. M. Wright 
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RE ORT BY THE CHAIRMAN 0 
THE ROY AL SIGNALS GAMES CLUB 

FOR SUMMER ASON 

The highlight of the Summer was the retention of the Army 
Athletics Inter Unit Challenge Shield by 21 Sig Regt. They won 
convincingly by 33 points from 1 PWO and in the process won the 
Field Events Challenge Cup, the Prince Challenge Cup (overall Track 
Event Champions) and the Carrington Cup (1 500m Champions) . 2 
Sig Regt are also the 1991 Army Decathlon Champions. The Corps 
Tug of War Team performed outstandingly at this year's In ter Corps 
Championships, winning three classes (560kg; 640kg; 680kg) and 
finishing Runners-Up in the fourth (600kg) . 

16 Sig Regt successfully defended the Army Slalom Canoe Cham
pionships in June with Cpl Dobson and Capt Bunce finishing 2nd and 
3rd respectively in the individual event. A month later, Maj Jackson 
(School of Signals) retained his Kayak Doubles Championship and he 
continues to serve as the British Olympic Team Manager. Finally, 
Capt Bunce (28 Sig Regt) won the Inter Services Kayak at Bala, North 
Wales for the third successive year. 

Remaining in the water, 16 Sig Regt retained the RCZ Swimming 
an<! Water Polo Championships and the School of Signals ended an 
excellent season of Water Polo finishing 4th in the UKLF Champion
ships. Individually, W02 Griffiths (3 ADSR) has established himself 
as the Combined Services Water Polo Goal-Keeper and Cpl Ledger 
(AA Coll Harrogate) has completed the sixth fastest time in Great 
Britain in the 50m breaststroke. 

On the Tennis Courts 7 Sig Regt surprised all by winning the Army 
Cup at Aldershot beating 42 Survey Regt RE 4-1. Led by an 
emerging talent, Sig Tague, who finished the year as the runner-up in 
the Army Singles Championship and also in the Doubles with Capt 
Mason (School of Signals) as his partner. The Corps Team has had a 

mixed season but as the season progressed, things improved and 
eventually they won three of the seven matches played. 

The Corps' Golfers have had a good season but without much to 
show for it. Jn the Army Golf Association Championships R Sigs 'A' 
Team lost to REME in the semi finals of the Irish Rangers Cup and 
at the Army Officers Golf Society Meeting R Sigs 'A' Team lost the 
Ordnance Cup on the last green, while the 'B' and 'C' Teams lost in 
the second round of the Sunningdale and Egypt Cup respectively. 11 
Sig Regt had an excellent season winning through to the final of the 
Army Inter Unit Cup but going down to an RSA Larkhill Team which 
contained one of the Corps best individual golfers SSgt Doubtfire. 
This year the Corps and Army Golf scene bade farewell to W02 
Carveth who after 22 years in the Corps has retired in the Catterick 
area. 

The Corps Orienteering 'A' Team finished third in the Inter Corps 
Championships and Cpl Sharp (264 Sig Sqn) finished individual 
runner up. The Corps Junior Team also finished runner's up in their 
class. 

The Corps Cricket Team had a season which promised well but in 
the end finished without any real success. Although there were many 
individual performances of merit, the team as a whole lacked the 
consistency to win matches. The AA Coll Harrogate Team however 
had an excellent season and won the Army Junior Cricket Cham
pionship. 

Finally I am delighted to tell you that Capt J. E. Body (School of 
Signals) won the Entente Cordiale Cup as the Individual Sniper Rifle 
Champion at the National Rifle Association Meeting at Bisley. 

LOOKING FOR A JOB? 
TOT or Foreman of Signals? 

Teletech Systems? 
Teletech Radio? 

Telemech? 

If you are shortly to leave the Army, send your CV to TECHEMPLOY so that we can inform the 
hundreds of companies on our client list of your avai lability. The service is completely free -
what have you got to lose! 

Please include in your covering letter, your availability date and relocation preferences in the UK 
and/or overseas. Also include UK civilian and Service contact addresses and phone numbers. CVs 
should be on white paper and not more than 2 pages. 

Franchises for Security Installation Businesses also available. 
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Derek Richardson MPhil, CEng, FlMechE 
TECHEMPLOY, PO Box 29, Bordon, Hamps .• ire GU35 SNY 
Tel: (0428) 712590 (24 hr answering service) 
Fax: 0428 712590 

License No SE 10693 

7 



J 'UARY 1992 
Ro11 and 'ame 
Lt Col R. D. Abbott 
Lt Col W. E. Bre,.in 
Lt Col D. W. Cook 
Lt Col A. R. Gale .. 
Lt Col I . M. G. Strong .. 
Lt Col W. G . Wallace . . 

Lt Col C. J . Walters 
Lt Col R. J. R. West 
Lt Col R. F. Will•her 
Maj B. P. Avison .. 
Mai R. W. Blum .. 
Maj M. Butler . . 
~aj M. R. Complm 

Maj I. Cost .. 
1aj . R. Davies .. 
1a) M . J . 1. Dyer 

Maj R. J . J . Ellis .. 
Maj R. 0 . . Evans 
1aj A. Field .. 

Maj S. C. Green .. 
Maj B. Hewitt .. 
Maj P. J . Hryhoru k 
Maj T. G. lnshaw .. 
Maj S. . Jackson . . 
Maj A. W. James . . 
Maj A. M. Jenkinson 
Maj A. H. Johnstone 
Maj . Keen .• 
Maj G. R. leach .. 
Maj S. A. Leigh . . 
Maj S. J . May .. 
Maj D. McDowall. . 
Maj G. J. McNeil!. . 
Maj D. W. Powell.. 
Maj P.A. Pratley .. 
Maj D. J. Robertson 
Maj D. E. Rowlinson . . 
Maj 1. R. G. Stockdale .. 
Maj P. M. Telford .. 
Maj V. J . Thatcher 
Maj T. J. P . Watts 
Maj R. T. Weston . . 
Capt R. S. Appleton 
Capt M. Baines . . 
Capt I. K. BuckJow .. 
Capt L. B. Campbell-Black 
Capt R. . Oapp .. 
Capt E. A. Davis . . 
Capt M.A. Eaton .. 
Capt D. G. Macaulay .. 
Capt R. A. Mulholland .. 
Capt C. R. Owen . . . _ 
Capt A. D. J. Picknell . . 
Capt J. Rowley . . . . 
Capt R. G. C. Sparsbatt . . 
Capt . F. Thompoon .. 
Capt T. C. Wadey .. 
Capl N. A. Walker .. 
Capt P. w. J . Whitehead _ . 
2lt S. Kay .. 

DECEMBER 1991 
Rank and Name 
WOI J. J . Deni .. 
WOI D. Hales . . . . 
AWOI (YofS) S. Roden . . 
W02 (FofS) M. J. Flaherty 
AW02 (YofS) B. M. Kelly 
SSgt M. S. Baron .. 
SSgt l. Deeming .. 
SSgt M. Fmch .. 
SSgt R. A. Hay . . 
SSat S. J . Hughes 
SS gt J. M. Malloy 
SSet C. M. Moye . . 
ASSgt S. P. Smith 
ASSgt S. J. Somers 
Sgt M. R. Bennett 
Sgt T . Brand . . 
Sgt B. D. Challice 
Sgt 0. R. Collins . • 
Sat A. C. Evans .. 
Set N. P. Fanning 
Sgt P. S. Gee .. 
Sgt J. S. Harris .. 
Sgt M. D. Kelly .. 
Sgt S. D. lee .. 
Sgt J. H. D. Mainka 
Sgt F. J. E. Massingbam 
Sgt B. A. Mee 
Sgt R. S. cal 
Sgt R. Nelson 
Sgt D. Newton 
Sat D. Porteous •. 
Sgt]. W. Prowse .. 
Sat I. S. Ricba!dson 
Sgt H. J. Ripley .. 
Sgt K. Robinson . . 
Sgt 0 . Skinner . . 
Sgt S. J. Swithenbank . . 
Set M. T. Thompoon 
Sat I!. W. Thomson 
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- Movements~-..:_ -~~.:~ . 

Unit to which postttf 
HQ NE Dist/ 2 Regional AF HQ 
32 ig Regt (V) 
MD/ HDES 
Public Information Service BAOR 
40 Sig Regt (V) 
HQ Trg Gp R ignals HS Pending 
Retirement 
AA Coll Harrogate 
38 Sig Regl 
HQ Sp TPS Hong Kong 
DSS (AD) 
HQ UKLF 
CA S02(W) 
HQ I (BR) Corps 
QMG's London Staff 
RMCS Shrivenham HS Course 
DSS (AD) 
Queen's Gurkha Sig Rcgt 
14 Sig Regt 
I Armd Div HQ & Sig Regt 
2 Inf Div HQ & Sig Regt 
15 Sig Regt 
HQ ORTHAO Staff (BAE) 
Staff College 
AA Coll Harrogate 
RMCS Shrh'Cnham HS Course 
DO Trg & Doctrine (Army) COS 
RSRE 
7 Sig Regt (Corps Main HQ) 
210 Sig Sqn 2 Inf Div 
DOGWLS 
RMCS Shrivenham HS Course 
MS PBll 
School of Signals HS Course 
HQ BF Cyprus 
8 Inf Bde HQ and Sig Sqn 
cos S02(W) 
I Armd Div HQ & Sig Regt 
9 Sig Regt 
30 Sig Reg1 
14 Sig Regt 
RMCS Shrivenham HS Course 
4 Sig Gp 
14 Sig Regt 
School of Signals 
HQ I (BR) Corps 
71 Sig Regt 
RMCS Shrivenham HS Course 
6 Armd Bde 
243 Sig Sqn 
RSRE 
School of Signals 
RMCS Shrivenham HS Course 
19 Inf Bde HQ & Sig Sqn 
SHAPE Staff (BAE) 
HQ I (BR) Corps 
4 Regt AAC 

....... 

RMCS Sbrivcnham HS Course 
3 Arrnd Div HQ and Sig Reg1 
Queen's Gurkha Sig Regt 
Depot 11 Sig Regt HS Pending Re1irement 

Unit to which posted 
QG Sig Regt 
School of Signals 
RMAS 
642 Sig Tp 
British Contingent 
11 Sig Regt Depot Tp 
34 Sig Regt (V) 
9 Sig Regt 
30 Sig Regt 
2 Inf Div HQ & Sig Regt 
8 Sig Regt 
14 Sig Regt 
3 Arrnd Div HQ & Sig Regt 
II Sig Regt 
School or Signals 
7 Sig Regt 
JCUFI 
8 Sig Regt 
14 Sig Regt 
Comms &SyGp 
IS Sig Rcgt 
31 Sig Regt (V) 
9 Sig Regt 
9 Sig Regt 
640 Sig Tp 
HQAFCENT 
33 Sig Regt (V) 
15 Sig Regt 
II Sig Regt 
15 Sig Regt 
HAC 
HQ AFCl!NT 
633 Sig Tp 
1 Arrnd Div HQ & Sig Regt 
School of Signals 
SHAPE 
QG Sig Regt 
39 Inf Bde HQ & Sig Sqn 
9 Sig Regt 

Sgt D. W. Toombcs 
ASg1 M. Murray . . 

JANUARY 1992 
Rank and Name 
AWOI (YofS) D. MacTaggan .. 
W02 A. Dipple .. 
AW02 P . J. Addison 
A W02 C. Alexander 
AW02 K. C. Hallet .. 
AW02 (FolSJ P . Richards 
SS gt B. G . Appleyard . . 
SSgt (FofS) P. A. Court . . 
SSgt T . Hague .. 
SSgt C. H . Hun1er 
SSgt J . C. Lewington 
SS gt D. A. Leyland 
SSgt (YofS) S. 1. Lock 
SSgt G . 0 . Miles . . 
SSgt G. Muir .. 
SSgt D. I. R. Murray 
SSg1 J. A. Pattison 
SSgt S. J. Reeve . . 
SSgt P . R. Smith .. 
SSgt M. Toner .. 
SSgt C. P. Tough . . 
SSgt C. Whawell .. 
SSgt A. C. Williams .. 
SSg1 I. M. Wylie . . . . 
ASSgt (FofS) D. C. Ball .. 
ASSgt M. W. Brown 
ASSgt S. A. Cooper .. 
ASSg1 (FolS) P . A. J . Cox 
ASSgt (FofS) K. Dodd . . 
ASSgt (FofS) M. R. Edwards .. 
ASSgt (FofS) G . J. Haslam .. 
ASSgt (FolS) S. L. Hutchinson .. 
ASSgt G . lee . . . . 
ASSgt (FofS) P. H. Lowe 
ASSgt (FolS) J . R. Skelton 
ASSgt (FolS) A. F. Soward 
ASSgt (FofS) P . T . Sweeney 
ASSgt (FofS) D. B. Warwick 
ASSgt (FolS) K. T . Wilson 
ASSgt (FofS) A. Woodley 
Sgt T. Ainsworth .. 
Sgt J . Boreman . . 
Sgt R. Brown .. 
Sgt A. J. Butler .. 
Sgt A. B. Cooper . . 
Sgt D. R. Crappcr 
Sgt P . A. Dunn .. 
Sgt K. J. Eaton .. 
Sgt A. K. Garret .. 
Sgt G. Groudace .. 
Sgt G. S. Guy .. 
Sgt S. R. Harrison 
Sgt D. E. Hudson 
Sgt E. D. James . . 
Sgt P . Jennings .. 
Sgt P . Kelly .. 
Sgt M. J. Lawrence 
Sgt M. H. Leitch . . 
Sgt J. Lynch 
Sgt P. Martin .. 
Sgt R. C. Matless . . 
Sgt S. A. Mcinally 
Sgt A. Mitchell . . 
Sgt N. D. Parry .. 
Sgt M. D. Roe .. 
Sgt I. I!. Rogers .. 
Sgt P. E. J. Ruff .. 
Sgt A. G. Scott .. 
Sgt P. J. Sinderberry 
Sgt M. E. Sutcliffe 
Sgt I. Thompson .. 
Sgt F. Thompson .. 
Sgt A. J . D. Walker-Moorccroft 
Sgt A. D. Ward .. 
Sgt G. M. Wilkinson 
Sgt S. P. Woodford 
Sgt R. Yeomans .. 
ASgt A. Baisden .. 
ASgt t> . J . Beale . . 
ASgt A. J. Downing 
ASgt W. Howard . . 
ASgt D. Middleton 
ASgt S. Reed-Forrester . . 
ASgt K. Scott 
ASgt B. Smitb . . 
ASgt M. R. Wallace 

NI Regl AAC 
19 CTT (Colerne) 

Unit to which posted 
4 Armd Div HQ & Sig Regl 
38 Sig Regt (V) 
QG Sig Regt 
N0RTHAO Air Sp Rad Sqn 
9 Sig Regt 
8 Inf Bde HQ & Sig Sqn 
School of Signals 
School of Signals 
11 Sig Regt 
RMAS 
633 Sig Tp 
9 Sig Regt 
SHAPE Sig Gp 
71 Sig Sqn (V) 
30 Sig Regt 
13 Sig Regt 
8 Sig Regt 
School of Signals 
HQ Trg Op R Signals 
HQ AFNORTH 
ACIO Hounslow 
REME Tech Svcs BAOR 
CVD Ashchurch 
242 Sig Sqn 
School of Infantry 
I Armd Div HQ & Sig Regt 
22 Sig Regt 
School of Signals 
HQ 2 Sig Bde 
662 Sig Tp 
16 Sig Regt 
21 Sig Regt 
I Arrnd Div HQ & Sig Regt 
2 Inf Div HQ & Sig Regt 
4 Armd Div HQ & Sig Regt 
1 Armd Div HQ & Sig Regt 
NATO School Latina 
9 Sig Regt 
7 Sig Regt 
3 Armd Div HQ & Sig Regt 
225 Sig Sqn 
633 Sig Tp 
242 Sig Sqn 
13 Sig Regt 
15 Sig Reg1 
11 Sig Regt Depot Tp 
225 Sig Sqn 
School of Signals 
School of Signals 
1 Inf Bde HQ & Sig Sqn 
Comms & Sy Gp 
2 LI 
633 Sig Tp 
21 Sig Regt 
21 Sig Regt 
School or Signals 
35 Sig Regt (V) 
16 Sig Regt 
210 Sig Sqn 
3 Armd Div HQ & Sig Regt 
16 Sig Regt 
225 Sig Sqn 
16 AD Reg1 
School of Signals 
13 Sig Regt 
School of Signals 
SHAPE Sig Gp 
Comms & Sy Gp 
UNICOM Team 
15 Sig Regt 
HQAFCENT 
19 Inf Bde HQ & Sig Sqn 
8 Inf Bde HQ & Sig Sqn 
ACIO Hitchen 
I Armd Div HQ & Sig Regt 
2 Inf Div HQ & Sig Regt 
13 Sig Regt 
30 Sig Regt 
14 Sig Regt 
I Grenadier Gds 
14 Sig Regt 
Comms & Sy Gp 
9 Sig Regt 
RAF Mount Pleasant 
608 Sig Tp 
9 Sig Regt 
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ITOTICES 
DEATHS 

Barker-Lt Col H. Barker-died 20 November 1991. 
Bairam-Capt A. W. Batram-dicd 19 August 1991. 
Beard-Capt W. A. Beard MBE- died 5 September 1991. 
Brown-F. G. Brown-died 26 December 1991. 
Burton-LCpl W. C. Burton-served 16 December 1943-11 May 

1946-died 25 December 1991. 
Cole-Sgt H.J . Cole- died 9 December 1991. 
Duke-Mrs M. Duke, widow of Lt Col M. Duke-died 9 January 

1992. 
Emerson-Sig W. Emerson-served 1942-194 7-dicd December 1991. 
Grace-Capt L. A. Grace- died 24 May 1991. 
Hannigan-LCpl A. R. Hannigan-served 1985-1992. 
Haynes-Cpl P . J. Haynes-served 1950-1967-died 28 November 

1991. 
Herbert-I.Cpl G. R. Herbert-served 1942- 1945-died 24 December 

1991. 
Hodgson-Maj R. Hodgson-died 19 November 199 1. 
Hulme-LI Col G. H. Hulme-served 1933- 1961-died 12 January 

1992. 
Marlow-..,Sgt T. M. Marlow-served 1938-TA- died 27 November 

1991. 
Masey-Col J. A. Massey MBE-died 1 December 1991. 
McCavish- Lt G. McCavlsh- died 18 September 1991. 
Nation- M j G. W. Nation-served 1929-67- died 24 November 

1991. 
Pritchard-Cpl R. Pritchard-served 1953- 1977- died 9 January 

1992. 
Ray- Lt J . C. Ray-died 5 August 199 1. 
Silcock-Sgt J. Silcock- died 5 January 1992. 
Spall- Sig B. Spall-served 1935-1 945-died 4 October 1991. 
Stott- Cpl A. H. Stott-served 1939-46- died 2 January 1992. 
Swenson-Capt D. W. Swenson-served 1950-1961 - died 15 

December 1991. 
Walker- Capt F. C. B. Walker-died 23 J une 1991. 
Weir- Lt R. Weir- died 4 September 1991. 

OBITUARIES 
8ayley- W02 Ernest Eslyn Bayley was born 14 March 1917 and 

enlisted in the Corps on 12 September 1938, qualifying as Class 3 
Clerk in 1939. His various postings over the period September 
1939-Septernber 1960 included service in BEF (France/Germany), 
NW Europe, Far East and three periods in the UK. He was 
promoted through the ranks becoming W02 in CSO's Branch HQ 
Land Forces Hong Kong June 1954. 

He was awarded the LS & GC Medal on 30 March 1957 and 
discharged on completion of 22 years' service 11 September 1960. 
He joined AER as SSgt 2 September 1961 and served until 19 
September 1964. 

Ernest Bayley devoted his adult life to the Corps and over the 
last 40 years , to the 3 Div Sig Reunion Club . In 1950 he was mainly 
responsible for the Club's formation and he was Honorary 
Secretary ever since. 

His energy and enthusiasm was not only on behalf of the Club 
but extended to a multitude of Service-based voluntary organis
ations . He maintained active membership of, or contact with, the 
Dunkirk Veterans Association, the D-Day and Normandy Fellow
ship, the Netherlands Veterans Legion, the Indian Signals 
Association, the Royal British Legion, and for over 10 years, 
undertook welfare work with SSAFA in London. 

As a Life Member of the Signals Association, he initiated the 
Reunion Club's enrolment as a Branch of the Association. He 
represented the Club over the years at numerous functions, 
memorial services and parades, both inaugural and annual, at 
places such as Catterick, Blandford, London; also in NW Europe 
at, for example, Caen, Bayeux and Zoest. 

His zeal was unbounded and even extended to researching the 
history and activities of the Corps, including that of 3 Div Sig 
Regt. 

He played a large part in cementing the strong relationship that 
has existed for a considerable time between the Club and the 
Regiment and he worked assiduously in the interests of all 
members of the Club, helping and comforting those who suffered 
ill health or misfortune including those who have been bereaved. 

Mr Bayley gave special service to the Corps in a unique way. His 
service, from regular to reservist to retirement, was an example of 
the concept of the Corps family. At all times he di played great 
determination to succeed with considerable initiative and excellent 
organisational ability. 

He was awarded the Master of Signals Award for 1991. Sadly, 
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on the evemng that the Award was to have been presented to him, 
he died peacefully at home. His funeral took place on 6 Decembe1 
1991 and was attended by some 40 members of the Corp and the 
3 Div Sig Reunion Club. In the words we have seen him use so 
many times before-'we will remember him'. 

Cheetham- Capt C. Cheetham. It is with deep regret that we have to 
report the tragic death of Capt Colin ' Slim' Cheetham on 14 
November 1991 at Bexhill-on-Sea . Joining the Corps in February 
1964 as a Clerk, his worth was quickly established and by 1984 he 
was the WO! (Superintendent Clerk) at the Signals Directorate. 
During his service he was awarded the LS & GC and the GSM 
1962, Clasp NI. Commissioned in 1985 he was appointed Adjutant 
at the School of Signals. He retired in 1986 and took up the post 
of PSAO at 41 Sig Sqn (V) where he made many friends. He will 
be sorely missed by all in the Regiment. Our deepest sympathies 
go out to Betty, Ian, David and Lynn. 

Cole- Henry Self James 'Harry' Cole died on 9 December 1991, aged 
78 years. He st rved in the Corps before the second world war and 
again during the war where he saw service in Palestine and Greece. 
He was captured in Greece, escaped and hid in the mountains for 
six weeks before being recaptured. He spent four years as a 
prisoner of war in Germany . When he left the Corps he followed 
a career with Airscrew Weyroe for 32 years. A member of West 
London Branch RSA, the local Conservative Party and New 
Haw's Community Centre he also found time to be a part-time 
fireman . 

Harry leaves a widow Constance and a daughter Su an. His 
funeral was attended by members of West London Branch RSA. 

Dunn-Mr W. Dunn. It is with regret that we report the untimely 
death of Will Dunn who died following a car accident in Lough ton 
on 13 February 1991, aged 75 years. 

Will was a prisoner of war in the Far East, a member of FEPOW 
Association, Burma Star Association and the Royal British 
Legion. Well respected in his community for his untiring work for 
charities and many kindesses, he is much missed by his family and 
friends. He leaves a brother and a handicapped daughter, now 
being cared for in Waltham Abbey. 

Gibson-Sig Jason Gibson. It is with deep regret that we report the 
death of Sig Jason Gibson on Tuesday 7 January 1992, as a result 
of injuries sustained in a road traffic accident on 5 October 1991. 

Jason enlisted into the Corps on 5 August 1986 and served his 
Apprenticeship at the AA College Harrogate. He was subsequently 
posted to 212 Sig Sqn, in July 1990 he joined 244 Sig Sqn and 
whilst with the unit served in the Gulf on Operation Granby. 

He was a popular member of the Squadron who lived life to the 
full and was one of the Army's characters. He will be mi sed by 
his many friends and colleagues. We extend our deepest and most 
sincere sympathy to his family. 

Gould-Lt Col G. R. Gould died on 7 November 1991, aged 87 years. 
Enlisting in the RHA at Plymouth in 1920 he was posted to India 
in 1922, and then transferred to the Corps and Indian Signals. 
Apart from wartime service in the Middle East with 4 Indian Div 
Sigs he pent his service life in India and held the Waziristan 
1921/24 and the North West Frontier 1936/ 37 with 1937/39 Bar, 
medals. 

On return to UK in 1969 for retirement, he continued his 
association with the Corps as an RO in the Signals Directorate, 
finally retiring to Dunnington, York in 1969. 

'Nat' as he was affectionately known throughout the Corps, will 
be remembered for his work in the formation of the Indian Signals 
Association, of which he was Secretary for many years. He was 
President of the York Branch of the Association from 1972-84, 
and will be greatly missed by all his friends there. 

Spivey-Sig A. J. P. (Val). Spivey died after illness on 12 October 
1991. Val joined No 2 Coy 4th AA Divisional Signals (TA) m 
March 1939. He served as a Lineman during the blitz on 
Birmingham and Coventry and was latc;1 posted to the Guards 
Armoured Divisional Signals in the ormandy campaign, 
finishing his service in Bonn in 1945. 

Val was a staunch supporter of hi old comrades association in 
Birmingham and was proud of the fact that, his father was a 
Territorial 1914-18, that he was awarded the Territorial Efficiency 
Medal and that his son was recently awarded a LSM. His humour 
remained with him to the end when, unable to write he dictated hi 
last letter which he was unable to sign-his words were 'I'm afraid 
it will be 'Gone Sick' from now on -End of Message. 
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1992 
14 pril 
12 May 
17 lay 

20 June 
2712 June 

28 June 
9 October 

26 ovember 
15 December 

CORPS DATES 
R I Cauerick Lectu re 
Corp Dinner in London 
A oci ion Reunion in Blandford 
(de1ai from RHQ) 
Corps Luncheon in Bia dford 
As ociation Reunion in Cat1erick 
(details from RHQ) 
Corp Luncheon in Catterick 
Corp Dinner in Gia gow 
RSI London Lecture 
Corp Carol Service in London 

CORPS DINNER 
The Corps Dinner will be held at The London International Press 

Centre, 76 Shoe Lane, London EC4, on Tuesday, 12 May 1992-1900 
for 1930 hr . 

Dre s: Dinner Jacket. Decorations and medals are not worn. 
The subsidi ed cost of the Dinner is £19 which include pre dinner 

drinks from 1900 hrs and wine at the table. 
All Royal Signals Officers, Regular or T~rritorial, ~erving or 

re1ired or former WRAC Officers who erved with Royal Signal , are 
eligibl~ co attend. Those retired officers however, who do not 
subscribe to Corp Funds, are asked to pay the full cost at £~8. . 

Applications for tickets can be found at the back of The White List 
or The Retired List and should reach RHQ by I May 1992. Cheques 
are to be drawn on Royal Signals Corps Fund. 

HM THE QUEEN'S GARDEN PARTY AT 
BUCKINGHAM PALACE 

Our Colonel-in-Chief HRH The Princess Royal GVCO may attend 
the Garden Party on Wednesday 15 July 1992. 

Any members of the Corps who receive invitations to attend on this 
da1e are asked to notify the Regimental Secretary at RHQ Royal 
Signals, 56 Regency Street, London SWIP 4AD in order that they 
may be included in the Corps organised party and presented to the 
Colonel-in-Chief. 

35 SIGNAL REGIMENT (V)-FORMER RSMs 
35 Sig Regt (V) will hold a Freedom parade through the _city of 

Birmingliam on Saturday 25 April 1992 as part of the celebratlons of 
the 25th anniversary of the formation of the Regiment. If you wish to 
attend, please contact WOI (RSM) Hyde at 35 Sig Regt (V) or 
telephone 021-378 4766 extension 24. 

RETIRED OFFICERS FLAT RA"! E SUBSCRIPTION 
The Corps Committee wish LO thank the many retired officers who 

have so generously increased their flat rate subscription to Corps 
funds when requested to do so earlier in 1991. This typifies the 
unselfish support which has come to be the hallmark of retired 
officers, and enables the Corps LO help those less fortunate members 
in their time of need. 

RETIRED OFFICERS' LIST 
Please amend entry in 1992 List as follows: 

Vulliamy-Col E. L. L. VuUiamy QBE-name of wife Rosamond 
Address: 'Meyricks' 19 Blanford Road, Reigate, Surrey RH2 7DP 
(0737) 244094 (H) 

HOSPITAL ADMISSIONS 
RHQ tries to keep track of members of the Corps family, serving 

and retired, who are admitted to hospital. It passes on information 
and arranges visits where practical. In the case of the Queen Elizabeth 
Military Hospital at Woolwich, a visiting officer from one of the 
serving Corps units in the London area visits weekly. We know that 
members of the retired Corps are often admitted to Woolwich but we 
do not always hear about them, and the hospital cannot identify them 
as members (or wives) of the Corps because they (or their spouses) are 
no longer serving. In short, the RHQ system for tracking those in 
hospital, in Woolwich and elsewhere, is only as good as the 
information it manages to gather. If you know of an ex member of 
the Corps family who is in hospital and might appreciate a visit, please 
tell RHQ. 

LANGELEBEN 
The Royal Signals detachmem at Langeleben, near Konigslutter , 

Germany, will be closing in 1992. To mark the end of 39 years 
existence, it is intended to hold a reunion on 27-28 June 1992. All 
former military personnel who were on the posted strength of 
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Langeleben units are reque ted to contact: 'Reunion', Field Station 
Langeleben , 14 Sig Regt, BFPO IOI. Tel : (01049-5353) 5378. 

YEOMAN OF SIGNALS-
30TH ANNIVERSARY REUNION 1992 
To mark the 30th anniversary of the first Yeoman of Signals Course 

(15 January-6 April 1962), it is planned to hold a reunion in the 
Blandford Garrison Warrant Officer ' and Sergeants' Mess on 
Saturday 25 July 1992. Open to all Yeoman Ex/ Yeoman, who have 
successfully passed a Yeoman of Signals Course at th~ Scho.ol of 
Signals since 1962. Please pa s the word to all yeoman, m particular 
retired Yeoman and come along to what promises to be an excellent 
party. For further information contact: WOl (YofS) Tony Reynolds , 
OC Radex Tp, I Sqn (TS), School of Signals, Blandford Camp, 
Blandford Forum, Dor el DTll 8RH. Tel: (0258) 482316 or 
Blandford Mil 2316. 

COL C. P. S. DENHOLM-YOUNG OBE 
1906-1991 

A Memorial Service for the late Col Denholm-Young was held on 
Wednesday 23 October 1991 in Oxford. The Address , which drew 
together the threads of an 84-year li fe including inter alia 25 years' 
service, both peacetime and war, in the Royal Corps of Signals, with 
command of 5 lst Highland Division Signals 1941-46 and hence 
through the crucial Second World War Battle of El Alamein in 1942, 
was given by Dr Piers Denholm-Young (son). The event was attended 
by Maj Gen P. O. Alexander CB, MBE Representative Colonel 
Commandant, whose presence the family enormously appreciated . 

SIG W. DRYDEN 
The family of the late Will Dryden has asked us to publish the 

following: 
" On behalf of Will's family, his mother and brother and sister, his 

nephew David, Sarah and Will's daughter Rebecca, we would like to 
thank Will's unit in Northern Ireland for all their kindness and 
sympathy, especially Maj Mike Hill RAPC-a big thank you to th~m 
all, not forgetting all his friends at 244 Sig Sqn (Will's former umt), 
Maj Chea! from 8 Sig Regt and 11 Sig Re~t, the Revd Phil!P D?uglass 
and the Revd David Jones for the beautiful funeral service. Thank 
you all '. 

(Mr Dryden is a former member of the Corps) 

From: Lt Col (Retired) B Chubb 
Dear Sir, 

A SALUTE TO FORMER COMRADES IN SPORT 
Since my recent retirement, former colleagues have asked the 

inevitable question about 'missing it alt' and regrets. It has struck me 
that I can and do look back with great pleasure on my time in the 
Corps, but that the one aspect that I shall miss is the comradeship of 
the sportsmen and women with whom I have been associated over the 
past 24 years. 

We have some very talented people who enhance our reputation 
greatly with their skill and sportsmanship . We also have a great 
number who simply join in at squadron and troop level with no chance 
of higher honours or glory. It has been my plt:asure and privilege to 
play alongside all groups, to appreciate the really talented for their 
skills but also to relish the humour and liveliness of the 'non-star'. At 
all levels, these people have given me irreplaceable memories which I 
treasure: I salute you all . 

Luckily for me, it was about time to hang up my serious sports kit 
so l can face the future without regret. I still bumble around the 

' hockey pitch with Marlborough Veterans, and occasionally a flash back 
memory of some troop, squadron, regimental or Corps match brings 
a smile to my face. Perhaps one or two of you who were there will one 
day be passing our way down here in Wiltshire, close as we are to 
Salisbury Plain, and will stop off to swap memories. You wilt be most 
welcome. 

14 Castle Street 
Caine, Wilts 
SNll ODU 
Tel: 0249 815884 

Yours faithfully, 
Brian Chubb 

MRS OLGA HARVEY 
We say farewell to Mrs Olga Harvey of Combined Service 

Publication Limited and thank her for all the help and support she has 
given to The Wire magazine over the past 16 years as our advertising 
agent. We wish Olga and her husband happy days in retirement. 
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8 Inf Bde HQ and Sig Sqn 
BFPO 807 

PERSONALITIES 
Sqn Comd Maj D. McDowall 
2IC Capt I. G. Standen 
AO Maj J. L. Godfrey (15/19 H). Asst Ops Offr Lt A. I. M. Gordon, 
RSM WOI (RSM) Whitehouse, FofS W02 (FofS) J. Abernethy, 
RQMS W02 (RQMS) M. Ara, Chief Clerk SSgt (ORSQMS) M. Cole. 

LIFE IN SHQ 
We have lost Sig 'Bobby Brew' Townsend and have gained a rather 

enterprising chap by the name of Sig 'Gaz' Coupe (or Ghia, or 
hatchback). Cpl Marty Briody has once again been in much of the 
sportir.g action, on the football front helping the team into the final 
of the :;.inor units cup and on the rugby side helping the team out of 
the minor units cup . The Chief Clerk SSgt (ORSQMS) 'The Manager' 
Cole has been at the helm of the footbail team. 

We say farewell to the Sqn Comd Maj McDowall and wish him and 
his family all the best in PB 11, and farewell to the ORC Cpl Marty 
Briody who is off to SHAPE (Yee Ha) via the Falklands for four 
months (Boo). 

The Asst Ops Offr Lt 'Flash' Gordon has been recovering after 
breaking his leg playing rugby; I always said it was a mad game, while 
the Yeoman of Signals W02 Hall is trying to persuade him to play on 
crutches, the team is that short. So it's goodbye from him (the QC) 
and goodbye from me (the ORC). 

SYSCON 
By Cpls Booth and Kelly 

FAREWELLS 
Farewell to ig 'Taff' Jones to Civ Div. Any readers who recognise 

the name may know him as a good mate of 'Smudge' Smith and that 
Scottish bloke called 'Jock•. 

LOST AND FOUND 
Lost: I X Sy con Sgt known as our 'Illustrious' had disappeared, 

surely no-one can have that much leave in one go? 

THE STORY SO FAR 
Syscon stress factors are at breaking point lately due to the 

experienced operators being out numbered by all the new guys. Cpls 
Bob Booth and Stan Kelly 'The men who walk behind the man and 
whispers in his ear', are doing their best to break them in. Bob Booth 
is relishing the ta k with his new GI Joe haircut. 

PLAYERS ON LOAN 
Thanks to Comms Trials' Cpl Dave Parkes and LCpls Mick 

Rutherford, Taff Power and Fred Gee and Cpl Pete Gait from 
Cypher. Yes that's right, Pete is back in Syscon, that man has made 
more comebacks than Joe Bugner. 

BREWS 
No doubt all our brothers and sisters in the Corp know 

people who will do anything to get out of making the Husker Du's 
(brews-you squares), but LCpl 'Tiggy' Tighe has u ed the old ' break 
my leg and relax for a couple of months ' routine. I really do not 
believe 'lllustrious' fell for that old chestnut. 

HONOURS AND A WARDS 
Sgt Jim Harvey was presented with his BEM and promptly took 

some ren-leave to celebrate. 

TM TROOP 
The Troop has been beavering busy as usual with every job that any 

Tom, Dick or Harry can think up. The FofS is away on resettl~ment, 
this time for four weeks. He comes back for a week before gomg on 
leave, before briefly re-appearing to handover and leave. . . 

The Rigging sec1ion is busy with maintenance, so sport 1s a fairly 
rare occurrance . However, LCpl 'Bolts' Bolton and Cpl Neil Roome 
are fitting in the odd game of Rugby for the Squadron 
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The Line Section has been occupied with the installation of Brinton 
Phase 5. Some have found time, though, to play some sport , with 
LCpl Terry Brice and Cpl Craig Wrath repre enting the Squadron at 
football and LCpl Hignett and Sig Lougber at Rugby. 

Farewell from the Line Section and ' Hello ' from the Riggers to Sig 
'Dede' Watts and Sig 'Deano' Sutton who have changed allegiance. 
The Riggers say farewell to LCpl McDonald and wish him and his wife 
all the best in Civ Div. The Line Section welcomes ' ig Vic Reeve and 
Sig 'Taff' Lougher into the fold and wish them a good tour. Finally, 
congratulations to LCpl Terry Brice and Pte Carol Smith on their 
recent marriage. Best of luck to you both . 

QM TROOP 
November has been a quiet but steady month in the QM's Dept with 

only the 'Board of Officers' interrupting the golf! 
Sgt Ritchie Blackmore has been away on a Range Management 

course and spends most of his time on training days. 
Congratulations to LCpl Rokotuni on passing his APTI course in 

Aldershot. Cpl Pete Baker has also been away hill walking in Scotland 
and is now nursing his blisters. Cpl Mark Monro has returned from 
his sailing in the Med and has now returned to his normal colour. 
Better stick to Sealink Ferries. 

Farewells to Sig Bartlett who leaves us to 8 Sig Regt and to Mr 
'Porn' Pomeroy, best of luck in civvy street. 

MT TROOP 
We say 'Goodbye' to Sgt Campbell REME of the LAD, who leaves 

us on completion of his 22 years service. Also welcome back to Cpl 
Walker RCT who returns to the flock after being away on a long 
course. 

ovember was another fun packed month. The MTWO was 
hijacked and 'forced' to go walk about in Scotland on a trekking 
exercise. Naturally, he took his own Sherpa porter in the shape of Sig 
'Teabag' Hynd. By all reports he was a pretty good trekker and was 
always first to every 'shelter' (!?) in the Fort William dis1rict. 

We now enter the silly season with winter fully upon us (although, 
to be honest, there isn't much difference between summer and winter 
in Londonderry). We now all drive around trying to avoid falling 
leaves (Tp joke!?). 

One of the 'Blues (Kielty) Brothers' has become very popular after 
winning the Club 100 Draw, and begging letters should be sent to 
LCpl Jason Kielty care of the Waterside Bar. 

Finally, we congratulate LCpl Peter Cooke on his wedding to 
Angie, lot of luck for the future. 

ROY AL SIGNALS STABLE BELTS 

New Jin Regulation Pattern with Straps 
Any Amount Made Up as Required 

Export 3in Web with Strengthening ........... £7.71 plu po 1 

Export 3in Web without Strengthening ........ £6.50 plu po 1 

UK inc VAT 3in Web with Strengthening . .... £8.87 plus po 1 

UK inc VAT 3in Web without Strengthening £7 .48 plu po 1 

T. FROST (Saddlers) 
SOUTH PARADE, BA WTRY 

DONCASTER, SOUTH YORK HIRE 
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u 39 Inf Bde HQ and Sig Sqn 
BFPO 801 

PER ONALITIES 
Sqn Comd Maj Neal Yeoell 
2IC Capt Rob Healey 
AO Capt Peter Anthony QUEE S, OC Comms Tp Lt Chris 
Paterson, RSM WOt (RSM} Dave Thomas, YofS W02 (YofS) Nick 
Nichol on, FofS W02 (FofS) Paul Thomas-Peter, RQMS W02 
(RQMS) Bob Rack, CC SSgt Charlie Foster. 

FAREWELLS 
The Squadron wi h the following all the best for the future: W02 

Ray Spencer to UOTC Sheffield, SSgt (now W02) Stu Piddock to 3 
ADSP, Sgt Stevie Simpson RCT, Cpls Mac MacKenzie, Rab Graham, 
Wilf Williams, LCpls 'Geordie' HaJI , Kev Dougherty, Sig Smudge 
Smith and Pete Asplen. 

ARRIVALS 
On the arrivals front we welcome the following and hope they have 

a safe tour: WOl (RSM} Dave Thomas, SSgts Willy Gray, Dave Gill, 
Sgts Gaz Ashcroft, Ken Phillips, Cpls 'George' Roper, 'Taff' Skey, 
LCpl Mark Burnett, Sigs 'Paddy' Lucas, 'Kitch' Kitchings and WPte 
Liz Oarke and of course Sig 'Dunny' Reid (ex Sig Dunderdale). 

SQUADRON ROUND UP-WORK AND PLAY 
The Squadron remains very busy with the arrival of WOt (RSM} 

Dave Thomas. It has seen such things as parades, its fitness has been 
challenged. It achieved a 100% pass on the BFf Tickle Test, and won 
the March and Rifle Shoot (part of the Mercury Cup March and 
Shoot). The team led by SSgt Bob Banner completed the march over 
two minutes faster than all the other Province Squadrons. 

On 22 November, a Squadron team, led by Lt Chris Paterson, 
entered the penultimate event of the Mercury Cup, the Military Skills 
competition. On the day, the team of Lt Chris Paterson, Cpl Tony 
Float, LCpls, Nibbs Niblett, Scotty Sberrett and Pte Tony Hinchliffe 
achieved a magnificent victory winning five out of seven sections 
including such things as First Aid, Logging and Reporting, Driving 
Skills, and Weapon Recognition, to name but a few. 

The final event of the day was the NATO assault course at 
Ballykinler, for the uninitiated, half a mile of sheer hell with an 
obstacle every 20 yards. Anyway, they went off, LCpl Scotty Sherrett 
falling at the first hurdle, followed closely by LCpl Nibbs Niblett, 
falling off the other side of the ladder. The determination and guts of 
the team soon put these minor setbacks behind them and they drove 
home to finish well over a minute in front of all the other Squadrons 
in the Province. Thanks must go to the training staff of Sgts Gaz 
Ashcroft, Ray Pickering and Chaz Tolton. 

On the sporting front we achieve in all areas, the football team 
continue to play well under the management of SSgt Willie Gray . At 
hockey, rugby and cross country our teams compete with the best . 

WPte Julie Austin-must get a mention in the cross country league 
events. Julie has achieved 2nd place in them all; however it must be 
said the Army champion, W02 Lynn Higgs, is usually first, so well 
done. 

W02 (FofS) Paul Thomas-Peter managed to get together an 
orienteering team to compete in the Corps Orienteering competition 
at Scarborough. Without any training the team departed for York 
where some intensive training had been organised, both during the day 
and at night. Considering the lack of preparation the team consisting 
of WOl (RSM} Dave Thomas, W02 Paul Thomas-Peter, SSgt Charlie 
Foster, Cpl Wilf Williams and LCpl Tubs Turbitt did remarkably well 
to finish 7th in the Minor Units competition. 

EXERCISE SILVER CHALICE III & IV 
The Squadron deployed to Ballykinler on its annual Northern 

Ireland training camp. 
The weather couldn't have been better for the six-day Ex Sunshine! 

(What's that?) A special mention must go to the DS Staff led by SSgt 
Bob Banner, Sgts 'Scouse' Shields, Chas Tolton, Ray Pickering, John 
Bayliff (1 PARA), Cpls Steve Russell, Wilf Williams and LCpl Martin 
Malon~l'.· for their exc~llent !n~truction in weapon handling, vehicle 
recogmtlon, contact dnlls, dnvmg and many more subjects. SSgt Bob 
Bano~r kept the exercise running smoothly even with the daily 
changmg range allocations. Cpl Wilf Williams must be congratulated 
for his instruction in driving skills, LCpl Mark Tweats obviously 
learned a lot. 
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The light humoured part of the exercise were such sights as the four 
men on a wall jumping and kicking a plank and LCpl Nibs' Niblett 
of the 'White Jeans' seen hopping around tying to avoid the blood of 
an open leg wound . 

During the exercise lunch the odd cuppa tea was ably served by 
WOl (RSM} Dave Thomas. 

A TALE OF TWO HALVES (OR RAB-SODY IN BLUE!) 
by ex-LCpl Rab Brooks 

The Auld Enemy met on the morning of the Rugby Semi-Final. The 
nation who won this would surely win the Rugby, or would they? The 
Scots all wore the dark blue of their country, the English borrowed the 
Squadron yellow strip! The National Anthems were played and the 
Scots sang 'Flower of Scotland' . 

The game was played in the same style as the real teams, with the 
English going straight into a two goal lead. The Scots, passion and 
nationalistic pride coming to the fore, scored, then equalised within 
minutes to send the mainly Scottish crowd into raptures. Just before 
half-time, the Engli h were gifted a goal when the Scottish keeper 
forgot to shut his hands round the ball as he caught it. 3-2. 

The second half was dominated by the Scottish midfield, who could 
have done with their keeper being there in the midfield instead of in 
goal. England scored two more goals ('not both my fault' - Scots 
keeper). Languishing at 5-2, the Scots made a tactical substitution 
and put on another striker, and took off the keeper. The substitution 
worked wonders, the Scots scored. ('Sheer luck'-ex Scots keeper). 
5-3. A fantastic thru ball split the English defence wide open and the 
Scots No 9 blasted the ball into the onion bag from 6 yards. The 
English Jost composure and the Scots almost equalised when a 35 yard 
thunderbolt smashed against the bar. At the final whistle the English 
had run out 5-4 winners. 

MOTM ex LCpl Rab 'The Cat' Brooks the Scottish keeper for 
services beyond the call of his country. 

The 'Scotland' Team 
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Army Apprentices' College 
Harrogate 

WINTER TERM 
The winter term at Harrogate is the busiest in the College Calenclar. 

There are two Recruit Intakes, September and October two 
Graduation Parade , October and September, and a Recruit Pa~s Off 
Parade in December. 360 new recruits arrived LO become Junior 
Leaders or Apprentice . This term the College has become co
educational with the first 63 female apprentices starting their training. 

THE FIRST FEMALE APPRENTICE 
The first girl apprentice is Helen Bater from Warrington. Helen, 

aged 17, a former pupil of St Gregorys RC High School was enlisted 
at the Warrington Army Careers' Office on Monday 5 August 1991 
the first enrolment day for female apprentices by Cheshire's Senior 
re ruiter Lt Col Alan Duxbury. Also there to witness the enlistment 
was I,t Col Martin Stretch the Chief Instructor at the College. Helen 
is doing an apprenticeship as a telecommunication operator (systems). 
Bu: first, like all other recruits she is doing seven weeks recruit 
training. 

The First Female Appentice Recruited 
L to R: Helen Bater, Lt Col Alan Duxbury APTC and Lt Col Martin 

Stretch 

SCOTT SQUADRON 
THE FIRST SQUADRON TO HA VE FEMALE APPRENTICES 
'HISTORY IN THE MAKING' 

Report by Sgt Caroline Lighfoot, Tp Sgt 
lt has taken 43 years, to shatter the male dominated world of the 

Army Apprentices' College. On Monday 2 September 1991 30 girl 
recruits arrived at the College, along with 60 boys, to join Scou 
Squadron for the beginning of their Army career. The Royal Signals 
have more opportunities open to women and the girls are proving that 
they are as good and, sometimes even better, than the men. 

Army life began with Basic Recruit training. Looking back the girls 
recall many an incident with enthusiasm, vigour, humour and 
exaggeration. The girls, affectionately known a 'Mouses' by their 
male counterparts, soon adjusted to the male sense of humour. 
Learning to !!ive as good as they got, and the boys adjusted to the 
constant talkmg, or was it nagging, of the girls . All in all the future 
looks very bright for the girl . 
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AUTUMN GRADUATION PARADE OF INTAKE 89C 
APPRENTICES AND 90C JUNIOR LEADER 

This took place on Friday 25 October. The Reviewing Officer wa 
Brig A. H. Boyle. The three graduating troops and three supporting 
troops on parade were under the command of AT RSM P.M. Platt of 
Rawson Squadron. Some 700 relatives and friends came to the College 
to witness their sons' graduation Parade. Before the pnze giving 
ceremony the Reviewing Officer presented Sgt Richard Arundell of 
Military Training Troop with his Long Service and Good Conduct 
Medal at a short ceremony in the church hall. 

Award of LS & GC Medal 
Brig Boyle congratulates Sgt Richard Arundel! 

After the Commandant's Speech Brig Boyle was invited to present 
prizes awarded to the Apprentices and Junior Leaders of The Senior 
Term. These were: 

EDUCATION PRIZES 
'For the best academic achievement whilst at the College'. 
Technician Wing Prize: Awarded to AT LCpl B. J. Alderson 

(Scott). 
Operator Wing Prize: Awarded to AT Sgt B. P. Mathews 

(Rawson). 
Junior Leader Prize: Awarded to JLdr J. A. Johnston (Bradley) . 

BTEC PRIZE 
The Business and Technician Education Council awarded 'For the 

Technician who has made most progress in his BTEC studies'. 
Awarded to AT LCpl D. J. Alderson (Scott) . 

CITY AND GUILDS PRIZE 
The London Institute award 'For the Operator who has made most 

progress in his Cit} and Guilds studies'. 
Awarded to AT LCpl S. J. Kenward (Rawson). 

DIRECTOR OF ARMY EDUCATION PRIZE 
'For outstanding academic progress whilst at the College'. 
Awarded to AT LCpl H. Dunlop (Scott). 

ROYAL SIGNALS CORPS COMMITTEE PRIZES 
For the best Apprentice in each trade: 
Technician Prize: Awarded to AT Sgt S. C. Wesseldlne (Scott) . 
Tele Op Telegraphist Prize: Awarded to AT SSgt H . C. Payne 

(Raw on). 
Tele Op Systems Prize: Awarded to AT C. B. Myers (Rawson). 
Tele Op Special Prize: Awarded to AT Sgt P. T. Todd (Rawson) . 
Old Crow's Prize: 'For the best all round Apprentice Tele Op 

Special' Awarded LO AT RSM P. . Platt (Rawson). 

RACAL PRIZE 
'For the Apprentice Technician with the best performance in 

Advanced Technology'. 
Awarded to AT LCpl S. Welch (Scott). 
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IGNAL OFFICER- IN - CHIEF'S PRIZE 
'For the mo t out tanding tradesman' . 

warded to AT B. J . Alderson (Scott). 

COMMANDANT PRIZES 
COND CT PRIZE 

'For e emplary conduct, discipline and example throughout 
training' . 

Junior Leader: Awarded to JLdr Cpl D. S. Cooper (Bradley). 

SPORTS PRIZE . 
'For the best all round performance in sports and physical 

activities' . 
Apprentice Trade man: Awarded to AT Sgt P. T. Todd (Rawson). 
Junior Leader: Awarded to JL Sgt M. J. Lobb (Bradley). 

BAND TROPHY 
'For the best contribution to the College Band'. 
Awarded to AT D/Maj R. W. Ballard (Scott). 

COMMANDER TRAINING GROUP ROY AL SIGNALS PRIZE 
These two new prizes have been donated by the Commander, 

Brigadier M. W. H. Roberts, OBE. 'For the best External Leadership 
performance'. 

Apprentice Tradesman Axe: Awarded to AT LCpl M. N. Bell 
(Scott). 

Junior Leader Axe: Awarded to JLdr SSgt G. D. Lee (Bradley) . 

DIRECTOR OF ARMY TRAINING PRIZE 
'For the best all round military performance'. 
Apprentice Tradesman: Awarded to AT SSgt M. J. J. Nowosielski 

(Scott). 
Junior Leader: Awarded to JLdr SSM M. A. Haigh (Bradley) . 

MASTER OF SIGNALS AW ARD 
'For the best all round performance, in all disciplines, throughout 

training'. 
Apprentice Tradesman: Awarded to AT RSM P. M. Platt 

(Rawson). 
Junior Leader: Awarded to JLdr SSM M. A. Haigh (Bradley). 

THE MAYOR OF HARROGATE A WARD 
'For Outstanding Service to the Community'. 
Awarded to a member of College Staff: Sgt O. M. O'Brien 

BRADLEY SQUADRON 
This has been an excellent term for Bradley Squadron. Scott 

Squadron's long run as Champion Squadron has been finally broken 
by the Junior Leader. Squadron. They gained the honour by winning 
the Inter Squadron Drill, Cross-Country, and finally on Champion 
Squadron Day, the Assault Course, Command Task, NBC, and First 
Aid. In all four out of five events. This has occurred in the final term 
of the Squadron Commander Maj Steve Hunt who leaves in January 
1992 on posting to Hong Kong. 

Departures. Capt John 'Spoons' Fraser to HQ I Armd Div and Sig 
Regt . Capt Tony Irwin to command the White Helmets. Sgt Willie 
Mcphee for a-TA job at Hull via Darlington , apparently since arriving 
he has had to work at the weekend. Finally farewell Sgt Sam Shaw 
who is posted to Northern Ireland. 

INTAKE 91B 
Rapier Troop, Tp Comd Lt Julian Leader, and Sgt Richard 

Tredwell Whitespear Troop, Tp Comd Capt Kevin Atkinson and Sgt 
Steph Newton 

During their comparatively short period of Army service they ftave 
realised that life will not be dull. They have now completed Basic 
Recruit Training and all of the sections of the Common Military 
Syllabus (Recruits) associated with it. Taken part in a week's 
Adventure Training at Dent near the famous 'Three Peaks' and began 
their Leadership Training. This now becomes the most important part 
of training. 

INT AKE 918 PASS OFF PARADE 
This took place on Saturday 7 December. All 196 recruit from all 

three Squadrons took part. The parade was taken by the 
Commandant Col W. H. Backhouse. Some 920 relatives and friends 
saw their sons and daughters mark the change from their recruit state 
to that of Apprentice and Junior Leader. 

Girl Apprentices go on Parade 
Under command of Sgt Caroline Lightfoot 

BEST RECRUITS 918 

The Commandant presents Best Recruit Awards 
Col Bill Backhouse presents to JL Nicholas Jenkins Bradley Sqn, 
AT William Morrow Scott Sqn and AT Raymond Urquhart Rawson 

Sqn 

EXTERNAL LEADERSHIP TROOP 
AUTUMN WORK 

The week starts at Sam (sorry 0800 hrs) on a Monday morning. A 
quick brief and then on to the transport. In no time at all we were 
awoken from our slumbers and ferried to Whernside Manor Fell and 
Cave Centre. An easy day to start with, a few briefings on the week's 
activities, a quick trip down the death slide followed by an abseil, no 
problems . ln the evening a walk around Dentdale looking for 
orienteering check points makes an 'interesting' end to the day. 

CORPS GOODS 
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Goods which were sold at RHQ are now sold from the 
Museum. Orders/ enquiries should be addre sed to: 

Corps Enterprises, Royal Signals Museum, Blandford, 
Dorset DTJ 1 8RH, or by Telephone (0258) 52581 Ext 2413 
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On Tuesday we have a chance to follow our own route card over 
'undulating' country ide . This turns out to be a good experience. Over 
the top of Ingleborough with a practical lesson on security on steep 
ground and river crossing is followed by another 'bumble' to the 
summit of Whernside. With the Dales weather at its best, trying to 
rractice resectioning turns out to be good fun. Still , at least the 
instructor knows where we are! I 

Wednesday means a day looking like Ron Fawcett (well, not quite). 
Knots and ropes everywhere, 'Oh what did he say about the sticht 
plate! I' Congratulations to AT Collins for takin~ five hours on one 
climb. 10 out of 10 for persistence. Then on to the buzz of the day and 
a chance to 'Lead ' a climb. 'How do they make it look so easy?' With 
aching muscles and bruised fingers, its back for a hot shower and 
meal. 

Thursday arrives and it's time to venture underground. Dr 
Bannister's hand basin starts the day off with a splash an then on to 
the dreaded 'Cheese press' no names, no pack drill, 34in waists are 
not suitable here. 

Lighting Troop in the Wet 
JLs Jones, McNally, Hindley, Langan , Nisbet , Bell and Lyons 

Off to Valley entrance, a quick abseil , 'different in the dark 
Sergeant ' is the usual comment, then up to our necks in water, 'did 
he say we need to hold our breath for 30 seconds'. Yordas is the finish 
to the day, with another abseil down a fast flowing waterfall, well they 
did say we would gel wet. Command Task day means water. more 
water and a blindfolded trip around a field (I think), points 
accumulated here and they are lost on time, until our final parade and 
presentation . 

'Good effort lads, more fitness for Scotland and don't forget to get 
out of orienteering' . 

ORIENTEERING 
The College Orienteers have had an excellent start to the 1991/1992 

Season. On the weekend 12/13 October the College entered a 
Permanent Staff Minor Unit team of five and Junior team of four in 
the Royal Signals UK Championships. These were held in the 
Scarborough area. The first day was Individual cross country event. 
The course was set in Broxa Forest, a hilly area with many deep 
rentrances. The college teams were very successful both as teams and 
individuals. W02 Palfreyman was third on A course out of 55 
runners, and the third M21 runner. W02 Case was sixth on the same 
course and the leading M35. Sgt Ridlington was fifth out of 61 runners 
on the B cour e. However AT LCpl McClellend did even better by 
being the second fastest runner on the same course and the leading 
Junior runner. On the C course AT Lawrence (Scott Sqn) was tnird 
out of 54 runners. In the Minor Unit team competition the Permanent 
Staff team were in second position some two minutes behind the 
leaders 5 AB Bde Sig Sqn (216 Para). The Juniors were some 20 
minutes ahead of their nearest rivals 8 Sig Regt. 

The Relay Competition was held in Harwood Dale Forest on the 
Sunday. The area was not as hilly as the first day, but the weather was 
misty and wet due to the low cloud. The first runner for Permanent 
Staff W02 Case did not find his relay course as easy as expected but 
came in well ahead of the 5 AB Sig Sqn (216 Para) runner . All the 
other three runners had excellent times on their relay courses. Thi 
meant that in the end the Permanent Staff relay team were 23 mins 
ahead of 5 AB Sig Sqn team (216 Para) . This added to their first day's 
time meant they were 20 mins up and the leading Royal ~ignals fyfinor 
Units team out of the 17 teams that had entered as Mmor Umts. 
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The boys continued to have xcellent runs. On the relay cour es they 
had to run AT Lawrence and AT Regan had the third and fou rth 
fastest times, while AT LCpl McQelland had the fas test time on hi 
course. This meant that they not only won the Junior Team 
competition but increased their lead to 151 mins over the other two 
junior teams. So at the prize giving the College runner~ gained the 
following prizes: 

Third M21 W02 Palfreyman. 
First M35 W02 Case. 
First Ml 9 AT LCpl McClelland (Scotc Sqn). 
Second M17 JLdr Lyons (Bradley Sqn). 
Winning Minor Unit Team: W02 Palfreyman, W02 (FofS) Case, 

Sgt Ridlington, Sgt Allamby, Maj MacCulloch . 
Winning Junior Team: AT LCpl McClelland (Scott) , AT Halewood 

(Scott), AT Lawrence (Scott) , AT Stocks (Scott) . 
All the Junior runners in the championships in the three junior 

teams that entered, the College, 8 Sig Regt, and Comms and Sy Gp 
were all present or ex members of the College. 

The Permanent Staff Team !laving come fourth Minor Unit team 
in the UKLF Championships in the summer, have been to BAOR to 
take part in the Army Championships 12 to 14 November. At the end 
of the individual day their combined times put them in third place. On 
the second relay day their relay time was not so good and they had 
moved to founh place some 45 secs behind the Permanent Staff of AA 
College Cbepstow. This was out of some 12 Minor Unit teams. 

On Wednesday 27 November the Inter Squadron Competition was 
held at Swinsty Moor some five miles from the College. The two 
courses were planned and laid by W02 (FofS) Martin Case. The A 
course being 5km in length while the B course was some 3.5km. On 
a warm November day 72 boys and girls plus some of the Permanent 
Staff took part in the competition. The results were: 

Inter Squadron: !st Scott Sqn, 2nd Bradley Sqn, 3rd Rawson Sqn. 
Individuals A Course: !st AT LCpl McClelland (S), 2nd JLdr 

Dickman (B), !st Novice JLdr Shears (B). 
B Course: 1st AT Lawrence (S), 2nd AT Payne (R), !st Novice AT 

Morris (R). 

COLLEGE JUNIOR RUGBY XV 
Report by AT Jason Byne 

This season saw the annual Apprentice Cup competition held at 
Harrogate over the weekend 26/27 October. The College were drawn 
against our main rivals from Chepstow in the first match. The team 
with new early season talent tackled magnificently but yielded 24-0 
to the scronger side. The semi-finals pitted the College against the 
ACC from Aldershot, a win giving us overall third place. A good all 
round performance on which we can now build. 

College Orienteers Royal Signals Minor Unit and Junior 
Champions 

Standing: AT LCpl McCelland, AT Lawrence, Halewood, AT LCpl 
Howl, AT Stocks and Regan 

Seating: Sgt Watters, W02 Palfreyman, Maj Reed, Maj 
Macculloch, W02 (FofS) Case and Sgt Ridlington 

CHANGED YOUR ADDRESS? 
HAVE YOU INFORMED RHQ? 

TEL 071-414 8432 

15 



School of Signals 
Blandford Camp 

Dorset 

A group photograph of BEM recipients and their families with the Master of Signals 

MEDAL PRESENTATION 
Five members of the School were presented with the British Empire 

Medal at Blandford on 28 ovember. SSgt PauJ Horton and Sgts 
Keith Hibbins and Michael Kelly were honoured for their work in the 
Gulf and SSgt Kevin Bailey and Cpl Robert Blythe for services in 

orthern Ireland. The presentations were made by the Master of 
Signals, Maj Gen A. C. Birtwistle CB, CBE, DL, at an Awards 
ceremony held in the Sergeants' Mess attended by members of the 
recipient's families and their friends. 

HQ SCHOOL 
On Thursday 24 October 1991, Lt Col Mike Weiner left Blandford 

after 14 years in various posts. He had completed some 39 years with 
the Army. The culmination of a week of farewells was a surprise party 
organised in the Corps Room of HQ Mess. Assorted deception plans 
and smoke trails kept the arrangements a secret and a complete 
surprise. Guests spanning friendships of over 30 years included Maj 
Gen A. Yeoman CB and Mrs Yeoman; Brig A. E.G. Truluck and Mrs 
Truluck and Brig M. R. Topple CBE and Mrs Topple; Col A. N. de 
Bretton Gordon and Mrs de Bretton Gordon and Col (Retd) D. C. 
Whitehead and Mrs Whitehead; Lt Col (Retd) R. H. Hills and Mrs 
Hills, Lt Col (Reid) I. J. (Hamilton) and Lt Col A. T. B. (Kimber). 
After dinner, the Weiners, were driven from the Mess in the 
Workshop's Noddy train. We wish them a happy retirement which 
starts properly in the New Year with a round-the-world holiday. 

Pictured leaving the Mess and saying farewells to Judith Ironside, 
the Mess Manager are the Weiners, flanked by Lt Cols Hamilton and 
Kimber. In the background are Maj Gen and Mrs Yeoman and Lt Col 
Hills. 

THERE'S NO DRAM LIKE 
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Li Col and Mrs Weiner leaving HQ Mess 
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INSTRUCTIONAL WING 
NOS TA TROOP COMDS COURSE 

No 5 TA Troop Commanders course was held 30 November-7 
December 1991 and our photograph shows all who attended. Much 
was learned on the course about the many and varied TA R Signals 
Units and their roles. The course included subjects ranging in diversity 
from map marking to trunk node siting. Overall it was thoroughly 
enjoyed by everyone (though some were more 'ill' at times than 
others!). 

Rear Rank: Lt Moult, 2Lt N. D. Hawkins, Lts A. Tonner, J . McCall, 
W. D. D. Lickorish and 2Lt M. B. Pulwer 

Middle Rank: 2Lts D. J. Robertson, M. Highfield , D. G. Griffiths, 
D. M. Dods, Lt S. A. Durham and 2Lt C. R. Moseley 

Front Rank: 2Lt T. J. R. Lankester, Lts W. B. Houston, J. A. 
Lockhart , Maj R. Buston (Course Tutor) , Lt W. S . Whitmore, 2Lt 

D. J . Griffiths and Lt J . M. L. Watling 

No 22 Royal Signals Troop Commanders Course 
28 October 1991-27 February 1992 

Top to Bottom: 2Lts T. Hill, K. M. Levins, K. J. Arnold, 
N. J. Tomkins, S . J . Allan, A. D. M. Angus, S. A. Rees, J. G. Hill, 

N. A. Beecher and C. M. Vaudin 
Front Row: 2Lts S. L. Copley, R. Deans, S. Locke, D. J . Spacie, 

A. J . Jones, M. C. Cornell, N. C. Bruce and A. J. Chessum 
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Students of No 2 R Signals Warrant Officers' Course 

HEADQUARTER SQUADRON 
TM TROOP ADVENTURE TRAINING 

The majority of the Troop deployed on Adventure Training to 
Capel Curig in North Wales. 

The journey from Blandford passed uneventfully though, seeing the 
state of our hired minibus, it was with some surprise that the main 
party arrived, albeit rather late. The usual activities of rock climbing, 
abseiling, canoeing, hill walking and orienteering took place, ably led 
by Sgt Chris Rose and Cpl Nick Withers. 

Cpl Gordon Newell impressed everyone with his prowess in a canoe 
and WLCpl Gerry Russell was not outdone by the men on the rock 
face. Unfortunately, she broke a finger. 

Sgt Chris Braid proved his durability by tripping over a rock and 
breaking a bone in his foot. But in true Corps spirit carried on to 
complete all the activities. 

Sgt Steve 'Tracker' Hodgson managed to achieve the impossible by 
losing a pub, much to the amusement of all the Troop. 

On the last day we took part in 'White Water Rafting' and Sgt 
Steven 'Tiny' Jones managed to split his eye open on young LCpl 
Martin Coles' head. 

It was not all work and no play and the 'Tiffy' SSgt Dougie 
Goodman managed to put his REME talents to good use by finding 
the 'Pub of the Year' which had to be inspected by all Troop 
members. 

Sgt Steve Hodgson swears that he saw the largest jellyfish in the 
world off the pier at Llandudno and yes, he was sober at the time. 
at the time. 

SYSTEMS SUPPORT TEAM (RSSST) 
EXERCISE SHARP LEDGE 91 

RSSST deployed from 31 October-16 November 1991 on Ex Sharp 
Ledge in BAOR to trial the new software for the Wavell system. A 
large proportion of the team (plus some unfortunates who were 
drafted in to help!) travelled to Bielefeld to join the already 
'preparation weary' personnel in Ripon, Bielefeld and Maresfield 
Barracks. 

The advance Advance Party of Capt Ennis Vingoe and SSgt Chris 
Arnold arrived in Bielefeld on the Wednesday to join Maj Jim McKee 
and SSgt Gary Thomas who were already hard at work (and had been 
for some time!) organising training and maintenance. By Thursday 
afternoon, the Briefing Roadshow had visited all sites and we were all 
set to receive the Advance Party who had a relatively trouble-free 
drive from UK. Hot on their heels the tain Party arrived by air on 
Friday, ready to set to work on the Trials Control complex (after a rest 
day, of course!). 

After a calm and collected setting-up day, trialling started with a 
vengeance on Monday for the Edition 5 User Trial. The daily routine 
remained fairly constant for the duration of the trial ie early 
mornings, late nights and some bursts of activity in-between! These 
bursts included: seeing how many people could be employed in the 
IR/Results and Observer Cell in one go, taking bets as to how long 
Phase 3 would actually take to complete and seeing how many changes 
of plan the Trial Control Cell could cope with in one day. Also, noting 
how many callouts RSSST (Fwd) could attend whilst retaining their 
sense of humour, wondering what time the Company observers would 
turn up each morning, surviving two bumps with the RSSST minibu 
(the second one wrote it off completely!), oh, and succe sfully trialling 
the new edition of Wavell software! 
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One 1he trial had been completed succe sfully and the Advance and 
tain Panie safely despatched to UK, all that remained was for the 

Rear Party consisting of Capt Vingoe, SSgt Arnold and Louise Mason 
to tie up the loo e ends and return to UK on the Saturday. We should 
have known, however, that judging by RSSSTs record of transport 
hie ups on the exerci e things were destined not to run smoothly. The 
Rear Party eventu?Uy arrived in Blandford late on Saturday evening, 
having circled Brize orton for an hour waiting for the fog to lift, sat 
through an atlempt to land in the fog and eventually being diverted 
and depo ited in Manche ter! A fitting end to a very hectic fortnight. 

1 Q ADRO 
RADIO EXERCI E TROOP (RADEX) 
PERSONALITIES 
Tp Comd 
Tp SSgt 
WINTER TERM 

WOt (YofS) Tony Reynolds 
SSgt Paul Marshall 

The Troop spent this term attending lectures in military skills, 
leading up to a three day exercise aptly named Cold Comfort. As can 
be seen by the photograph, the Troop Cornd has just informed 'the 
good, the bad and the ugly' of 1he forthcoming exercise. The 
expressions on their faces say what they lhought of it. To avoid the 
exercise, Cpl Willia.ms, LCpls Milarvie and Caulfield and Sig Lawton, 
volunteered to attend a Leadership Course at Catterick. 

EX COLD COMFORT 
by Cpl Kirkpatrick and LCpJ Thomas 

Time, early, location, back of Radex Tp. The Troop prepared for 
a tough three days on the Bovington training are.a. 

Once the exercise started, there were some early casualties; Sig 
Terris before we had even embussed, followed by LCpl Bird and Sig 
Howe. We arrived at the start line ready for anything they could throw 
at us, 'little did we know!' 

The first day involved six stands, including a stretcher race with 
light weight Sig Parr providing a little extra weight and the NBC stand 
producing another light casualty in the form of LCpl Quinn. This was 
followed by anti detection ('hide and seek') in the capable hands of 
Sgt Gigg. LCpl Rich Long and Sig Dave Vakalala from 216 Para gave 
us an excellent presentation on mines and booby traps, showing us the 
standard expected of JNCO instructors. SSgt (SQMS) Gibney then 
demonstrated practical tests on target indication. What happened to 
the church spire and the gate? After such a busy day we expected to 
basher up for a good night's kip. However, SSgt Marshall had other 

plans and we were given the task of preparing orders for various 
jaunts during the night. The atmosphere was tense when WOt (YofS) 
Reynolds and the rest of the DS came into the location to listen to the 
orders . It left a lot to be desired, but, then, this was the first time most 
of them had even given an order. The night passed quickly with the 
odd ambush, recce and resupply. 

The second day, after about 30 minutes sleep, we were rudely 
awakened by the 'freedom fighters' (the enemy) and the Platoon 
bugged out. We were then given a fresh Platoon hierarchy, with Cpl 
Daniel (our tame tech) taking the reins. It was off to the ranges, gas 
chamber and an hour session with SSgt Marshall on the art of giving 
orders. This was followed by an afternoon of survival in the field and 
chemical recce. Orders again under the watchful eye of the DS (much 
improved) and then recce's/resupply and putting together a plan for 
our final attack the following morning. 

The next day (known as 'battle through the marsh'). We managed 
to awaken Sig Crampton (exercise 'golden blanket') and we moved to 
the start line. A slog through a quarter of a mile of marsh and then 
we came under fire and then the attack up the hill. At this point the 
OS decided things were going too well, so we were attacked by gas just 
to add flavour to the exercise. After the attack we cleaned up and Cpl 
Hoye provided us with an all-in-stew for breakfast and we cleaned up 
for our return to 'heaven'. All in all not a bad exercise and we all got 
something out of it (trench foot, flu, sprains etc). We now look 
forward to the adventure training planned for next term by the Sqn 
Comd. 

SYSTEMS EXERCISE TROOP 
EXERCISE PLYMOUTH VENTURE 1991 

The choice was simple, run round the athletics track for 24 hours 
(as originally thought up by LCpl Chez Chester) or run from 
Blandford to Plymouth and have a night out in Union Street. Which 
would you do? 

At 12 noon on Wednesday 7 August, to a Fanfare of Trumpets by 
the Royal Signals Band, the Mayor of Blandford Forum said 'Ready 
Steady Go', and go we did! Our aim was to raise as much money as 
possible for The British Heart Foundation and British Limbless Ex
Servicemen 's Association. Representatives of both organisations 
cheered us away and greeted us at the end of our ordeal. The run was 
completed in three phases. 

Our efforts turned out to be worthwhile as with sponsorships and 
collections en route by our two clowns we now have a total of £2,500 
to be divided between the two charities. Many thanks to all those who 
supported us. 

Who's got the comb? - Radex Tp 
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Choice of Credit 
in a Moment 

Budget Card with the Fixed Payment Plan or Charge 
Card with the Flexible Payment Plan. 

Both cards come with instant credit facilities 
(subject to status). 

The card of your choice will provide you with the 
wide range of goods and services available at your 

local Naafi Families shop, Services' shop or 
Financial Centre. 

Join now for the Financial Flexibility you need. 

THE CARD OF THE MOMENT 

Naafi London, SEl 1 5QX Written quotation on request 
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News frqm Regiments 

1 Armd Div HQ and Sig Regt 
BFPO 32 

A SOLDIER'S LIFE IN THE GULF: AN AUDIO VISUAL 
PRESENTATION 
by Sig S. Kaye 

A group of soldiers who had served in the Gulf were asked by the 
Adjutant to participate in an audio visual presentation of life there. 
\ e all jumped at the opportunity of not sweeping up leaves 
and set to work straight away. The team who were to give the 
presentation had to set up the tents where it was to take place and then 
assemble all the equipment from locations as diverse as Wildenrath, 
Osnabruck, Gutersloh and Fallingbostel. When all was assembled we 
started making films and audio tapes of individual parts of the 
presentation. These included family scenes in Verden and more warry 
bits taken in the Gulf. Once all the footage had been taken the hard 
work began. The most labour intensive part of the task was to co
ordinate all the film and tape with our individually acted parts. 

The actors were LCpls Steve Bowman, Si Clarke, 'Digger' Barnes, 
' Ratty' Reynolds, Cpls Stu McKinnon, Chris Benson and myself. We 
had to act out various tableau in sequence with the film, speech and 
music. Some of these included LCpl Bowman taking a shower, Cpl 
McKinnon instructing on the use of a 'desen ro e' with sound effects 
which helped to turn the presentation into a spectacular display of 
sights and sounds. 

After hours and hours of practice the big day eventually arrived. 
We were all nervous as the big moment approached. We had a final 
dress rehearsal before HRH arrived which cleared the nerves and 
ironed out the last wrinkles in our performance. When the big 
moment came the performance went smoothly, though LCpl Bowman 
was rather surprised to find that the warm shower water had been 
replaced with some from a refrigerated gerry can. We all had a great 
time and our audiences enjoyed it. To celebrate the success, the brains 
behind the event, Capt Andy Bristow, bought the beers after the last 
performance. 

?SQUADRON 
PERSONALITIES 
Sqn Comd Maj Croft 
2IC Capt H. A. Jenkins 
SSM W02 (SSM) A. H. Reeds, SQMS SSgt (SQMS) S. J. Johnson, 
YofS SSgt (YofS) A. G. Trask, FofS SSgt (FofS) R. C. Windows, 
Oscar Tp Comd Sgt S. Ferris, Papa Tp Comd 2Lt C. Morecom, Rover 
Tp Comd Sgt C. D. Tait, CC MT/LS 2Lt S. Biswas . 

FAREWELLS 
The Squadron says farewell to the following: Capt Guy Owen and 

Charlotte posted to Middle Wallop with AAC. Sgt Martin Best, Sara 
and family who are off to 37 Sig Regt (V), Cpl Graham Oldfield gone 
to Belize, Cpl 'Brad' Bradford and his wife Julie posted to 2 Inf Div. 
Cpl 'Rooster' Staff to 8 Sig Regt, Cpl Howson and Pamela to his Tl 
Course, Sig 'Scully' Wright, his wife Jane and family who are also 
posted to 2 Inf Div. 

Farewells to two staunch Papa Tp personalities. Firstly Lt Kes 
Russell and Sgt Steve 'Lofty' Brint. Lt Russell takes up a post in 
Mountain Tp in Cyprus and Sgt Brint returns to UK as pan ef his 
master plan to become a 'civvy'. Farewells also to LCpls Allan and 
Morris, Sig Millington, Wright, Clark, Davidson and Symonds. 

ARRIVALS 
We welcome Capt Huw Jenkins and his wife Sylvia on arrival from 

Hong Kong and hope they have an enjoyable stay in the RegimenL 
Herzlichen Wilkommen is also said to the following 2Lts Morecom 
and Bi~was moving to command Papa Tp and MT /Line Support Tp 
respectively. Welcome back to LCpl Fisher after his world tour! 
Welcome also to ~ig Snape, ~ytham McKenzie, Smith 646, Midgeley, 
WPte Turner, Mitchell, Harnes, Gray, Edmonds, Lord Hickey and 
'Bob' Roberts and to Cpl Hindson and LCpl March. ' 

PROMOTIONS 
Congratulati~ns to ~pl Hindson on his promotion to Sgt, LCpl 

Thompson on his selection for promotion to Cpl and also to Sig Smith 
879 and John tone 415 on their promotion to LCpl. 
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CONGRA TULA TIO NS 
To Capt Guy Owen and Charlotte on the birth of their daughter, 

Georgia. 

ADVENTURE TRAINING 
Op Granby well behind us thoughts turned to adventure training. 

EXERCISE QUAYSTONE DIAMOND 
Ex Quaystone Diamond wa a 14 day sailing expedition on the 

Corps yacht Quicksilver around the southern Baltic Sea. On the first 
day Quicksilver fell victim to engine problems and it looked as though 
the venture would be scuppered, however, Kiel Yacht Club came to 
the rescue. They kindly loaned us one of their Halberg Rassy 29's, 
Yacht Pintail. 

Two days of familiarisation with the yacht followed in Kiel fjord 
before setting off for Denmark. Weather conditions were not always 
ideal, on occasions the wind reached force six, to the delight of some 
like Sig Dean Bird who kept insisting 'put up a spinnaker', while 
others were more apprehensive 'Are you sure these don't capsize?' 
quote Sig Craig Walker. 

During the next IO days the team crammed in a lot of sea time 
visiting Sonderberg, Faaborg and Damp 2000 to name but a few. 
Overall an excellent time was had by all those involved during Ex 
Quaystone Diamond, and many thanks to Gnr Glen who skippered 
the craft and a special thank you to Kiel Yacht Club for helping out 
in our moment of need. 

EXERCISE WESTERN WINDS-BATTLE CAMP 
'2 Sqn are going to Vogelsang for a week's battle camp from 13-20 

September'. The groans were audible, followed closely by the rustle 
of sick chits. But SSM Reeds would hear of no such excuses! His 
meticulous planning produced a programme that resembled the 
Crypton Factor, Senior Brecon and 'P' Company rolled into one. 

The Squadron deployed early on the Saturday morning for 
Vogelsang camp. Our ranks had been swollen by troops from 201 Sig 
Sqn and HQ Sqn. On arrival at the camp the troops quickly settled 
in and training commenced that evening. 

The following week training became progressively more difficult as 
the field firing evolved into fire and manoeuvre. The recent 
conversion the 5.56mm rifle was complemented by the introduction of 
new support weapons ie 50 calibre Browning, LAW 94 and the 51 mm 
mortar. Although the training was hard with long working days and 
nights the overwhelming response from everyone was that it was a 
good battle camp from which we all had learned something new. 

One of the most popular day's rangework was FIBUA stand, where 
sections 'fought' an almost unseen enemy. This was made more 
realistic by the use of SA WA equipment whereby Platoon/Section 
Commanders lost 600Jo of his platoon before eliminating the six man 
enemy. 

To this end special mention goes to Cpl 'Marcus' Sales' section. 
A~l)'. a~sisted by Cpl_ DP (Davidson-Page) they succeeded in 
elimmatmg the enemy m one of the fastest FIBUA clearings. Our 
sympathy too Sig 'Zorro' Caprio who managed to survive almost 
three seconds after crossing the start line before being 'shot'. Rumour 
has it by one of his own? 

Finally, the quotation of the battle camp must go to Lt Russell 
who commented on a rain swept range: 'I like Vogelsang. I wouldn't 
mind _living there.' 

Congratulations to Sgt Stevie Ferris's Platoon on being the best 
overall. 

PARAGLIDING 
Summertime conjures up images of clear blue skies and long sunny 

days. Perfect weather to go climbing hills-and jump off them. This 
relatively new adventure training sport has been pursued by several 
members of the Squadron. Actively supported by the Sqn 2IC and 
SSM,. so fa~ ~ix soldiers have completed a paragliding course in 
Bavana and 1t 1s hoped that another 20 will volunteer to do so during 
the next few months. 

Cpl John Evans was temporarily attached to 'Haus Panzer' in 
Bavaria to train as a paragliding instructor. Earlier this year Cpl 
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Cpl John Evans looks bemused and anxious as he completes his 
pre-flight checks 

Evans competed in competitions hela in Bavaria and came third in the 
novice pilot's event. Later in the year he plans to go to Spain on a 
paragliding expedition for continuation training. 
. This sport is a must for those who wish to combine fitness training 
m the form of hill walking/ running with th exhilaration of 
parachuting. However, for those who may get hooked on the port 
ensure you have a friendly bank manager, a complete rig will set you 
back over DM 3000! 

VERDEN IOKM ROAD RACE 
2 Sqn organised and admini tered the 1991 Verden lOkm Road 

Race, starting and finishing in the Stadt laufbahn. A sunny although 
slightly chilly afternoon greeted the field of about 150 runners. Most 
of the Squadron were engaged in support duties with the possible 
exception of Cpl Simon Meadowcroft and ig Brian Cowser who were 
exhibiting 'This year's Milan fashions' and masquerading as track 
officials. An ad hoc Squadron team consisting of Capt H. A. Jenkin , 
SSgt J. Howell-Walmsley, Cpl Ruffin, LCpls Norris, March and Sig 
Marlow entered the event. Capt Jenkins won the plate for the fastest 
officer of Subaltern/Captain rank. 

STAFF COLLEGE DEMONSTRATION 
This year's Staff College Demonstration was orgarused by the 

Regiment. After several changes of venue, colour of camnets and 
uniforms, 2 Sqn deployed Divisional Main Headquarters to a small 
clearing in the middle of the Soltau Training Area. 'Green' 
considerations were evident as elements of 45 Fd Sp Sqn RE kindly 
laid close on £140,000 of class 30 trackway. The purpose of the 
trackway was to prevent damage to the ground-it did! Unfortunately 
'panzers' and class 30 trackway are not designed for each other
Sorry 45! 

During the 'run up' a group of Italian military students were 
escorted around the Headquarters. On the day, 130 members of the 
Staff College Course and Royal College of Defence Studies were also 
shown around. Lt Russell was tempted to turn down his posting to 
Cyprus, so that he could attend the next demonstration. Camouflage 
and concealment of both vehicles and men impressed the visitors 
most, even Comd 7 Bde failed to find one 2 Sqn soldier without his 
helmet. (Lucky!) 

201 (22 Armd Bde) Sig Sqo 
BFPO 30 

FAREWELLS 
We say goodbye and best wishes to W02 Rod Whateley and his wife 

Liz, Sgt (now Mr) Tim Wells and last, but not least, Cpl 'Scouse' 
Oppenshaw and his wife Michelle. 

ARRIVALS 
We welcome W02 (SSM) Dave Stachini and Marie, Sgt Nick 

Middleton and Gaynor, Lt Simon Spiers, 2Lt Dave Wilson, Sig Ray 
Reardon and Bart Simpson. 

With reconstitution and preparation for a major Brigade exercise 
the past three months have been very busy for the Squadron. 
Nevertheless, this did not prevent us from participating in many 
sporting events, with some notable successes. The athletics team did 
particularly well by winning the I and 4 Division Championships and 
by successfully defending the Morrison Cup. On a cold and wet 
September day the Squadron's athletes were determined to overcome 
the elements and to retain the Trophy for a second year. Cpl Wobbly 
Owen, the captain, did a magnificent job to organise the team to 
overcome any potential weaknesses. This proved to be the winning 
factor at the end of the day because although we did not win many 
events we were nearly always in the first three placings. Worthy of 
special mention are Cpl Ali McKitterick who came second in the 
discus having never thrown one before, Cpl (now Sgt) Spike Lowery 
who came second in the lOOm and Dvr Stan Boardman who won the 
triple jump. The 4 x 400m relay team once again won this event with 
a magnificent anchor led by Dvr Stan Boardman. There was also 
success for SSgt Mick Ferris's tug of war team. With some dedicated 
training on the morning of the event and some serious hamburger 
eating after the weigh in, the team won the minor units competition 
but were outclassed in the final against the winners of the major units 
competition. This concluded two days of excellent sport which was 
enjoyed by all. The Squadron footballers are also enjoying a spell of 
success in the 22 Armd Bde league and cup competitions. Under the 
direction of Sgts Mick Rouse and Dave McBride the team is beginning 
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to string together a few victories. Finally the Squadron golf team won 
the Divisional Championships with fine performances by Cpl (now 
Sgt) John Evans and W02 Jim Tunney. 

On the work side the Squadron did particularly well to complete 
re~onstitution in time for the Brigade exercises Highland Regent and 
Highland Monarch. It was very difficult to find suitable locations 
within the 443 area. Rumour has it that the 2IC, Capt Neil Griffiths 
is on planet Mars trying to find some whil this driver, Cpl Wobbly 
Owen, is experiencing language problems with the inhabitants. Both 
exercises went extremely well under the watchful eye of W02 (YofS) 
George Greig, the driver of Brigade communications. 

PROMOTIONS 
Congratulations to Cpls Dave Bla.ir, Nick Basford and LCpl Grant 

Gipson on their promotion. 

MARRIAGES 
Cupid has obviously been very busy since we last spoke and we 

would like to offer our congratulations and best wishes to the 
following on their recent marriage. Lt Simon Hutchinson and Sandra, 
LCpl Charlie Manson and Sarah, LCpl Grant Gipson and Tanja, Cfn 
Jason McNeil! and Anja, Sig 'Taff' Owens and Michaela . 

BIRTHS 
We congratulate Cpl Da1•e Jowitt and Paula on the birth of their 

son. LCpl Shaun McDonald and Nicola on the birth of their daughter. 
LCpl John Broughton and Zoe on the birth of their son and LCpl 
Kevin Mitchell and Claudia on the birth of their daughter. 

RSM'S VISIT 
On 7 August the Squadron was visited by WOl (RSM) B. Dalton 

as part of his handover to the incoming RSM of 1 Armd Div HQ and 
Sig Regt WOl (RSM) B. Bolt. We wish Lt Dalton all the bet in 7 Sig 
Regt and welcome the new RSM . 
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207 (7 Armd Bde) Sig Sqn 
BFPO 37 

PERSONALIT~ 
Sqn Comd Maj Mike Dyer 
21C Capt Jon Fraser 
SSM W02 (SSM) Lodge, YofS W02 (Y ofS) Riding, FofS SSgt (FofS) 
Drake, SQMS SSgt (SQMS) Lawrie, A Tp Comd 2Lt Ken Mckenzie, 
A Tp SSgt SSgt Hawkins BEM, B Tp Comd 2Lt Rob Orr, B Tp SSgt 

gt Coles BEM, Chief Clerk Sgt Rose. 
We say hello to several new personalities: 2IC Capt Jon Fraser, 2Lt 

Rob Orr, W02 (SSM) Kev Lodge, SSgt (FofS) Drake and SSgt 
(SQMS) Bill Lawrie. 

It is farewell to Capt Rab Mulholland posted to the School of 
Signals, W02 (SSM) Drain to 30 Sig Regt as RSM, SSgt (FofS) 
Blonde! sunning himself on the Falkland Isles, SSgt Alexander to 
Donnington and Cpl Ods O'Dell to 3 ADSR. 

VERDEN lOKM RUN 
This annual event was well represented by a press-ganged mixture 

of athletes and things, IOkm is a long distance for anyone who does 
not run on a regular basis, however aU who took part equipped 
themselves admirably. 

Although we could not produce the winning athlete, we did have 
one proud winner on the day! LCpl Bronniman won the very 
impressive fancy dress competition. He completed the distance in 
around 45 mins wearing the best lingerie money can buy. He crossed 
the finish line in great delight, if only to loosen the elastic around his 
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SWITCH TO 
A NEW START 

If you've spent time in the forces building up 

your technical skills you certainly won't wont to 

lose them when you leave. And that is why you 

should join Airwork. As a successful international 

company specialising in the supply of technical 

and professional support services to thtl 

aerospace and defence industries worldwide, we 

hove a constant need for more skilled personnel to 

join us in the following areas: 

Foreman of Signals, Radio and Systems 

Technicians to work on civilian contracts in the 

groin. Sig Dave Churchward also deserves a mention for his attempt 
to win the fancy dress competition in drag too. He narrowly failed by 
a hairs width on his chest. 

Members of the Squadron recently took part in the running of the 
Joint Services Defence College and Army Staff College visit to the 1 
Armd Div in order to show Divisional units deployed on the ground. 
Providing a Control HQ to enable the smooth running of the visit was 
essential and added greatly to a most impressive show of force. 

The sport of orienteering has had an excellent following recently 
and the odd success here and there has certainly brought the shy 
runner from the woodwork. Sgt Bill Surman came second in the M35 
Army Individual Championships for BAOR units. A minor mishap 
was the slight disorientation of Sig Knowles who managed to 
overshoot by 4kms on one checkpoint and ended up in the local town. 
The local police force returned him at the end of the event. Capt Rab 
Mulholland was playing the good samaritan and he stayed out on the 
course for 3 hrs and 15 rnins to help anyone who might become lost. 
Unfortunately the only person he found was himself. 

The Rugby Team has taken off in a big way this year with immense 
enthusiasm and entertaining play. Although a victory cannot as yet be 
registered, results have been improving and performances more 
pleasing with every game. Performances to note are those of 'Wild 
Ned Kelly' in the front row, Mick Brown on the wing and Foo Harris 
at full back, who has performed very well despite a small problem 
with aU the rules of the game. 

Middle East, as port of a large, highly motivated 

expatriate team. 
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212 (12 Armd Bde) Sig Sqn 
BFPO 36 

We bid farewell and best wishes to Maj Tim Insbaw and his family 
who, after two years here, will be sadly missed. 

COMMS TROOP 
Firstly, a very warm welcome to 2Lt Dave <.:.athro on his first tour 

and Sgt Steve Clark and his wife Beverley after three years with the 
RA in Sennelager. 

With these new arrivals the Squadron takes on Osca1 and Papa Tps. 
Oscar Tp Comd-2Lt Richard Rumsey, Tp Sgt-Sgt Steve Clark. 
Papa Tp Comd-2Lt Dave Cathro, Tp Sgt- Sgt Bill Walker. 
Naturally there is some reorientation underway with everyone 

getting bac~ into the routine of working as two troops. 
Preparation for the last two Squadron exercises had seen a bit of 

overtime in order to provide vehicles and stores. Ex Zodiac Light I and 
II were not as disastrous as predicted but showed that there was still 
a long way to go before Ex Highland Malt in January. 

At the moment the Squadron is on BBGT and with the very popular 
2nd Line Inspections and PRE imminent, life has been a touch on the 
hectic side with all hands on deck to get the vehicles up to scratch. 

EXERCISE IRON LADY 
The Squadron Wives' exercise was held on 2-3 September 1991 on 

the Achmer Training Area. The 'soldiers' attempted a number of 
activities including driving a 432 and a landrover over cross country, 
tent erection, setting up communications, an assault course and 
shooting the 9mm pistol. 

After erecting the tents the ladies spent the rest of the afternoon 
driving around Achmer, which they all found enjoyable. 

The comms phase came next and the ladies simulated a Bde HQ, a 
Tac HQ and the lucky ones got the swan on the RRB. 

Time was getting on and so it was time to return to base camp for 
a barbecue. The weather was awful overnight but thankfully the tents 
had been erected properly so no-one got soaked. 

After breaking camp with the rain still pouring down, the group 
moved to Imphal Barracks for the Assault Course. After Sgt 'Taff 
Chappel had demonstrated the obstacles the ladies attacked them with 
aggression and flew round in a very respectable time. 

Finally a move to Quebec Barracks saw the final phase which was 
shooting the Browning pistol, some quite reasonable scores were 
attained, however, some of the targets were only worried. 

At the debrief the ladies said that they had enjoyed themselves and 
expressed their thanks to Sgt Taff Chappel and Cpl Blue Nicholson 
for organising the exercise. If they had a criticism it was that they were 
expecting it to be more taxing, so, next year perhaps, they could put 
a section in for battle camp. 

Our intrepid wives , on exercise 

EXERCISE IRON SIGHT 
The majority of September was taken up with the Squadron's two 

week battle camp which took place in Vogelsang. As usual, everyone 
in the Squadron was really keen to get stuck in. 

After arriving at Camp St Georges, the men kicked off with some 
jolly exciting ATD training which culminated in a sponsored slim in 
the NBC facility. Then there followed four day of extensive range 
work. Needless to say, some of the ranges proved a little hairy. Sig 
Rob Dawson, another new arrival, seemed intent upon wasting a 
wonderful Harrogate education by charging ahead of his section. 
Needless to say, the crisis was averted but the SSM wa getting a little 
hoarse by this stage. 
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After the ranges came the long Map exercise organised by W02 Bob 
Pemberton which left many with sore limbs. It also enabled Cpl Kylie 
Barker to demonstrate his potential by getting his section thoroughly 
lost. 

On Wednesday the battle innoculation range was demonstrated and 
this produced the best crawler in the Squadron. The evening consisted of 
a Patrolling exercise notable in that a visit to A Troop location found 
it deserted, except for Sig Kev Blake, who they had left behind in his 
sleeping bag. There were also a few impromptu showers for those 
failing to clear a building properly. These included a not very happy 
Cpl Dougie Douglas and Sig Kev Baber. 

The last day took the form of a military skills competition, the star 
of which was undoubtedly the heavy Sig Inbits, a casualty who had 
to suffer six trips around the stretcher race. The day culminated with 
A2 Section, led by LCpl Mo Morris winning the overall Inter Section 
competition and Sig Kev Baber taking the prize for best individual. 
After this it was goodbye to Vogelsang ... until next year? 

Intersection winners 

Free Financial 
Health Check! 
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2 Inf Div HQ and Sig Regt 
York 

UKLF JUDO NOVICE CHAMPIONSHIPS 1991 
he Regimental Judo team took part in UKLF Novice 

Championship in Aldershot. They returned tired but having taken 
the enior Three Man Team title and a veritable collection of medals. 
The succe was all the more satisfying for Instructor Cpl Bud Walter 
a hi Squadron Commander, Maj Terry Canham bad jokingly told 
him not to bother coming back if he did not win anything! 

The entries were secured for the first day 's fighting. Two teams 
were entered in the Senior Novice Team event. The 'B' team consisted 
of LCpl i Hance, Sig Rob Bryan and SSgt (FofS) Russ Baldwin. They 
fought well but, particularly noteworthy, was the FofS who won all 
hi fights with lppon (the highest score possible)! The team were 
unfortunately knocked out in the quarter finals. The 'A' team of Sig 
Stoly Stewart, LCpls Dave Moore and Baz Carmichael also won their 
pool and then went on to give a real gutsy performance in the final 
stages of the competition to beat two RMAS teams and take the title. 

By this stage in the proceedings the other competitors had got to 
know the characteristics of some of our team members. LCpl Dave 
Moore at least knew when to stop; FofS 'Bruiser' Bladwin put one of 
his opponents in hospital with a broken collar bone. (Who said techs 
are soft?) 

Everyone was entered for the individual competition and suffice it 
to say that everyone fought hard. 

Due to the late date of this year's competition the Regiment will be 
expected to defend the title in February of next year. To date no unit 
bas won it twice ... Cpl Walter will have his work cut out. 

The Team (Day One) 
Standing L to R: Lt Damian Hampton-Chubb, Cpl 'Bud' Walter 
(instructor), LCpl Dave Moore, Sig Charlie Henson, LCpls ' Baz' 

Carmichael, Si Hance and Ian Bain 
Kneeling L to R: LCpl Glen Cooper, Sig 'Stoly' Stolarek, SSgt Russ 

Baldwin, Cpl 'Sticky' McVey and Sig Rob Bryan 
Taking the picture (and Silver Medallist on Day Two) WLCpl Kelly 

Holmes 
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WLCpl Kelly Holmes 

REGIMENTAL BOXING RETURNS TO 2ND DIVISION 
After the second successful year of Inter Squadron boxing we 

managed to generate enough interest to form a regimental squad of 
boxers. Training and coaching went ahead on a full time basis under 
the semi-professional team of Capt Stuart Gray-Cowan, Sgt 'Don' 
Donnelly, Cpl Sloan, LCpl 'Taff' Davies, and the Gymnasium staff 
headed by W02 (QMSO Smith APTC. 

The 2 Div Boxing Squad 
Back Row: Cpls Bell, Bartliff, Sig Archibald, LCpl Davies and Cpl 

Scott 
Middle Row: Lt Col Hughes, W02 (QMSI) Smith, LCpls Link, Fell, 
Sig Hughes, Teale, Foster, W01 (RSM) Ellis and Capt Gray Cowan 
Front Row: Sig Connelly, Cpl Sloan, Sig Birch, H"lton and Cpl Pitt 
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We had entered the Army Novice Grade 3 Championships and were 
drawn against the I Bn The Green Howards to be fought on the night 
of Thursday 28 November at York . 

We suffered a few losses to the squad due to injuries sustained 
during sparring and the inevitable flu and bronchitis bugs prevalent at 
this time of year. However, we managed to produce a creditable team 
which was full of enthusiasm and high morale. 

The morning of the 28th came all too soon for us and at the weigh
in we failed to make the weight at Bantam: Although this was a blow 
our spirits were still high and the team went away for team talks and 
rest. 

The evening was very well attended by The Green Howards who 
produced 170 spectators who travelled down from Catterick and 
unfortunately due Lo road works were late in arriving. We finally 
started the first bout at 1955 hrs-25 minutes late. It was obvious 
from the start that the opposition had been training for a very long 
time and were extremely well prepared. 

The 2 Div team put in a very gutsy performance and although we 
lost 8-1 the team was congratulated by our chief guest, Brig W. R. 
Mundell OBE, Deputy Commander NE Dist. He also congratulated 
the Regiment on producing a team for the first time in six years. 

We were comforted by the fact that Cpl 'Chinko' Sloan won the 
Best Boxer award and the whole team was invited to go to Catterick 
to watch the Green Howards fight the I Bn The Royal Highland 
Fusiliers in December. This invitation was received with much 
enthusiasm and accepted on the spot. 

After a hearty meal in the Imphal Restaurant WOl (RSM) G. Ellis 
kindly invited both teams into the Sergeants' Mess for drinks where 
friendships were formed . 

The team consisted of: Bantam-vacant, Feather-Sig Connelly, 
Light Weight-Sig Hilton, Light Welter-LCpl Link, Welter-Sig 
Birch , Light Middle-Cpl Sloan, Middle-Cpl Bartliff, Light 
Heavy-LCpl Fell and Heavy-Sig Hughes. 

We look forward to progressing further next year and hope to 
continue boxing throughout the season in a series of 'friendlies'. 

I SQUADRON 
MERLIN TROOP 
Tp Comd Capt David Hix 
Tp Y ofS SSgt (Y ofS) Doc Doherty 
Tp SSgt SSgt Snaith, Tp SQMS Sgt Pammenter. 

FAREWELLS 
The Troop would like to say goodbye and good luck to Capt D. 

Hix, Sig Bob Gatens, Dave Smith, Billy Ferrie, Kev Yates, Jack Barry 
are all going into civvy street and pastures new. LCpl Phil Eldridge 
goes to 7 Sig Regt, Sig Pete Stubbs goes to 22 Sig Rcgt, Cpl 'Taff' 
Bowen is off to Fox Tp, LCpl Stevie Pope is going to Roman Tp and 
Cpl Mark Browitt to SHQ as the MT Sgt. 

WELCOME 
As the old members go, the new ones arrive. The arrivals are Capt 

Paul Peel, SSgt (YofS) Doherty who joins us fresh from the factory, 
LCpl Paul Athersmith and his wife Michelle from 7 Sig Regt and Sig 
Archie Archibald from 8 Sig Regt. Hello and we hope you enjoy your 
tour here. Finally hello to the youngest members of the Troop, the 
new sons of Cpl Rick Cummins and Sig Bob Gatens. 

Ex Martial Merlin 
Back Row L to R: Cpl Maidment, LCpl Athersmith, Cpl Arthurs and 

LCpl Wood 
Front Row L to R: LCpl Crawford, Sig Henson, LCpl Richards and 

2Lt Wood 
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EXERCISE MARTIAL MERLI 
Ex Martial Merlin \''as a Brigade Patrol Competition which took 

place over a weekend on Catterick Training Arca. The competition 
was in three phases: a daytime phase comprising of various militaf} 
skills stands, a night navigation phase and a timed forced march in full 
CEFO. 

As the only regular unit in the Brigade we were obliged to enter a 
team of eight, but due to injuries and other commitments, we had to 
do with some not so green machines. The team was led by 2Lt Wood, 
with Cpl 'Titch' Maidment as his 2IC, Cpl 'Hodge' Arthun., LCpls 
Paul Athersmith, Al Richards, Dave Crawford, Pbll Wood and ig 
Charlie Henson making up the rest of the team. 

The first phase went well and by the evening the team were up 
among the leaders of the competition. The team split up into two 
groups for the Night Navigation and proceeded to try and reach all the 
22 checkpoints by the cut off time, but alas because of the fog and 
various problems only 16 checkpoints were reached. This, however, 
was enough to win that phase of the competition. 

On a high with Night Navigation win, the team assembled early on 
Sunday morning for the speed march. Amid comments such as 'I 
could think of better things to be doing on a Sunday morning' the 
team set off on the four and a half mile run. Along the way LCpl Dave 
Crawford encouraged the team with all of the PTI phrases and 
generally kept them moving along. By the time they crossed the finish 
line everyone was out to cheer them. When all the points were added 
together it was discovered that the Signal Tp bad won the non Infantry 
competition overall. 

ROMAN TROOP 
Tp Comd Capt Paul Kelly 
Tp SSgt SSgt Steve Greaves 
Tp Tech Sgt SSgt Martin Waclawek . 

For the Regiment Battle Camp the Squadron managed to field seven 
sections. This was a good refresher for the younger members of the 
Troop. The week was completed on a high note with the running of 
the CO's Trumpet Competition on the banks of the River Tay near 
Dundee. 

Week two took place in Scotland and was in the form of a patrolling 
week. Roman Tp's Capt Paul Kelly and SSgt 'Wak' Waclawek were 
Coy Comd, and CSM, respectively, of the hunter-force Company. 
Needless to say we won . . . just. 

Congratulations to Sig Tony Smith and his wife Ann on the birth 
of Matthew. 

A big warm welcome to Sgt Dean Nichols, Sig 'Chalkie' White, 
Paul Lomas, Sam Avia and Cath Lightfoot. 

The cup was presented at a small ceremony, a week later, in the 
Barracks at York. 

Not to forget the rest of the Troop, whilst the team was running 
around it bad the thankless task of providing all the radio nets the 
staff required, and carrying out numerous fatigues. 

The Troop would like to congratulate SSgt (YofS) Doherty on 
completing his first exercise as Yeoman, without too many hickups, 
and SSgt Snaitb for earning bis new nickname of Sparky. 

VIKING TROOP 
PERSONALITIES 
Tp Comd Lt Andy Parsons 
SSgt SSgt Bob Pumpkin Squires 
Tech SSgt SSgt Bill Garn, Tech Sgt Sgt Ian Shaky Makin, RR Sgt Sgt 
Norrie Allan, Switch Sgt Sgt Andy Edwards. 

November was the month of the Inter Squadron boxing. Viking Tp 
flag was carried by Sig Al Pearson and Nick O'Maboney. After a 
couple of week's training both were fighting fit and ready for action . 
. Sig Nick O'Mahoney hit the canvas after the first punch and Al 

Pearson got a fierce upper cut to the nose and ended up out for the 
count, on his way to the hospital. 

Congratulations goes to LCpl Kevin Bowling on being selected as 
a regular member of the Corps Rugby team. 

The Tp Comd thinks it is a good idea to buy an XR3 soft top for 
the winter and drives around camp in the cold and dark with the roof 
down, it must have good heaters in it. 

Hello to Sig Daz Greatbatch and wife Claire and daughter 
Samantha from l Div. Also WPte Sara Orton from the factory as a 
Radio Relay Op. Hello to Sgt Andy Edwards from Roman Tp who 
replaces Sgt Frank Massingham. 

lSQUADRO 
PERSONALITIES 
Sqn Comd Capt David Bizley 
2IC 2Lt Stuart Gillespie 
YofS SSgt (YofS) Wally Bacon, Tp SSgt SSgt Bill Dyson. 

The lads were in good cheer on the night of the Inter Squadron 
boxing as 'Cyclone' Connelly entered the ring as the Fox Tp 
representative. Three rounds of pure power of which Bruno would 
have been proud was witnessed. 
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CO GRATULATIONS 
More cheer were heard later when congratulations were in order a 

LCpl 'Jocks' Henderson, Taff Hennessy, Ollie Oliver and Gair Sorley 
were ucce ful on the promotion board to Cpl. Later Cpl Ken Snell 
joined the celebration as he reached the dizzy heights of Sgt. When 
the celebration ended we said goodbye to Micky Bowers who is 
leaving us to join the ranks of civvy street. We wish him well and hope 
he i succe ful in his new life. 

> QUADRON 
PERSONALITIES 
Sqn Comd Maj Tony Rock 
2JC Capt Ray Duffy 
SSM W02 Derek Payne, Eagle TP Comd Capt Matt Hanson, Falcon 
Troop Comd Lt Grant Hume, SQMS SSgt Dave Carr, FofS SSgt 
(FofS) Ru Baldwin, YofS SSgt (YofS) Kev Fowler. 

The Squadron participated in all the major sporting competitions 
with considerable success. Congratulations go to the hockey team for 
their first place in the Inter Squadron Hockey Competition. 

The boxing team also scored a resounding victory in the Inter 
Squadron Boxing tournament, well done to all participants, especially 
to Sig 'Mac' Mcintosh, who was awarded the Best Boxer Trophy. 

The basketball team did not fare quite so well, but managed to 
come second to HQ Sqn in an extremely tight and hard fought 
competition. 

COMINGS AND GOINGS 
Farewell to Cpl Pete Hatton, LCpl Mick Tennant, Sig Si Pickett 

and Sean Thomas. Bon Voyage and all the best in your new units. 
Hello to Sgt Nick Preston, Cpl Brian Vaughan, Sig Chris Vickers, 
Wayne Musson, A. Taylor and WPte Sally Shaw. 

CONGRATULATIONS 
Congratulations to LCpls 'Scouse' Dunleavy, Ted Hodgson and 

'Woody' Wood on their promotion to Cpl, and to Sig 'Taff 
Llewellyn on promotion to LCpl. 

EAGLE TROOP 
PERSONALITIES 
Tp Comd 
Tp SSgt 

BATTLE CAMP 
by Cpl Dave Reid 

Capt Matt Hanson 
SSgt Jeff Watts 

The first week of the Regimental Battle Camp proved to be hard 
work. However, 2 Sq n's hand picked section ten (sub 25), led by Eagle 
Tp's unassuming SSgt Jeff Watts, finished the week with an 
outstanding time of 24 mins 59 secs on the final command task. 

This section. already the envy of the Regiment, went into the CO's 
Trumpet Competition with all the strength and energy of eight young 
stallions. 

The Trumpet Competition started at 0800 lus on Saturday, and 
consisted of sixteen very demanding stands, some of which required 
the utmost concentration and others super human strength. At the end 
of the first day section IO was in pole position. Sunday morning had 
been set for the predi table ten mile bash. The sections set off at five 
minute intervals. Section 10 had every intention of corning in the first 
five assuring us of victory overall. With a valiant effort from LCpls 
AI Priestly, Sean Kelly and Stan Stanwick we came fifth which was 
sufficient to give us first place overall. 

With the CO's trumpet pressed firmly to our lips we moved from 
Dundee to Stirling where we went undercover, never to be seen again. 

SAILING 
by Cpl Andy Matthews 

On Thursday IO October it was decided that Eagle Tp would have 
a day's sailing at Ripon Sailing Club. As if made to order, the weather 
was very cold and there was no wind to speak of. Under the expert 
guidance of LCpl Phil Lane we were instructed on the basic principles 
of sailing. This included the capsize drills, aided by Cpl Paul Holmes. 

For the afternoon's entertainment a race was organised . The four 
crews were: WPte Anne Slaven and Sig Ross Hanes, Sig Charlie 
Mcinally and Cpl Dave Reid, Sgt Al Donaldson and Cpl Andy 
Matthews, Cpl Steve Elliot and Sig Chris Vickers. 

To begin with all four boats had to be lined up at the start line, 
which was not as easy as it sounds. However, the race eventually 
began and for the first two laps things were pretty even. The problems 
began on the last corner of the last lap, where everyone seemed to get 
tied up except for the eventual winners WPte Anne Slaven and Sig 
Ross Hanes. A good day was had by all and there are plans in the 
pipeline for another day's sailing when the weather is warmer. Thank 
you to Cpl Paul Clayton for providing the safety cover for the day. 

FALCON TROOP 
PERSONALITIES 
Tp Comd 
Tp SSgt 
Tp Storeman Cpl Fulton. 

BOXING 

Lt Grant Hume 
SSgt Jon Duckworth 

We trawled our fit and muscle bound Troop for possible contenders 
in the Inter Squadron Boxing Competition and gave up Sig Adam 
Teale, Sig Mcintosh, LCpl Hodgson, Sig Hilton and LCpl 
Whitehouse. 

But what is this cried the Commanding Officer? 'No Officers 
Boxing, Adjutant, see to it!' So the Troop Commander's entered the 
preliminary bouts. It must have worked as 2 Sqn officers Lt 'Punchy' 
Hume and Capt 'Bully' Hanson both had convincing wins. With 1 
Sqn left to mourn its loss the main event took place three days later 
on Thursday 21 November. Glorious 2 Sqn vanquished all and 
congratulations go to LCpl Whitehouse, Sig Teale, Hilton and 
Mcintosh who won and to all those who volunteered without any 
pressure whatsoever for this annual event. 

NEW TELEPHONE NUMBERS 
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wef 27 January 1992 
Regimental Headquarters 

London District Military or STD 071-930 4466 and ask for extention as below 
or 

Appl 
Regc Col 
Regt Sec 
Asst Regt Sec 
Wei Sec 
Assn AO 
Corps Acct 
Accts 
Ed 
FAX 
Ord Room 
Ret Offrs 
Chief Clerk 
Asst Ed 
Clerk, Regt Col 
S02 (Sldr Rec) 

by direct dialling as shown 

Name 
Col ~· D. K. Thompson OBE 
Col A. N. de Bretton-Gordon 
Maj G. Schofield MBE 
Mrs P. J. Haw 
Mr R. Whittle 
Mr A. Wilkinson 

Lt Col M. Q. M. Greaves 

Mr M. Eastwood 
Lt Col Beattie/Capt Dugdale 
Miss S. A. Jackson 
Mrs M. A. Riggs 
Mr W. Thrower 
Maj B. H. Rowe 

Extension 
8420 
8421 
8422 
8423 
8424 
8425 
8426 
8428 
8429 
8430 
8431 
8432 
8433 
8443 
8444 

(STD Direct Dial) 
(071-414 8420) 
(071-414 8421) 
(071-414 8422) 
(071-414 8423) 
(071-414 8424) 
(071-414 8425) 
(071-414 8426) 
(071-414 8428) 
(071-414 8429) 
(071-414 8430) 
(071-414 8431) 
(071-414 8432) 
(071 -414 8433) 
(071-414 8443) 
(071-414 8444) 
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3 Armd Div HQ and Sig Regt 
BFPO 114 

Presentation of the LS & GC Medal by Maj Gen C. B. Q. Wallace 
General Officer Commanding 3 Armd Div 

l to R: Lt Col R. Baxter, W02 (FofS) Bob Downie, W02 Ken Tomaszewski (RE), W01 (RSM) M. Campbell, Sgt Adrian Appleyard, Sgt 
Carlo Toni (REME), Cpl Dave Williams , Mrs Downie, Mrs Tomaszewski, Maj Gen C. B. Q. Wallace QBE, Mrs Appleyard, Mrs Toni and Miss 

Kim Wilkin 
The GOC also presented a Commendation on behalf of The General Officer Commanding 1 Armd Div to Cpl Dave Williams for his 

outstanding service on Op Granby 

LONG SERVICE AND GOOD CONDUCT MEDALS 
During a recent visit to the Regiment CRA 3 Armd Div Brig J. G. 

W. Dean presented Cpls 'Spouse' Richards (RPC) and Woody 
Woodward with their Long Service and Good Conduct Medals. 

l to R: Lt Col R. Baxter, Cpl Woodward , Brig J . G. W. Dean CAA, 
Cpl Richards with Mrs Deborah Woodward and Mrs Linda 

Richards 

THE WIRE, FEBRUARY 1992 

SSAFA PRESENTATION 
WOI (RSM) M. J. Campbell presented Mrs Fogdeo (Chairman 

SSAFA, BAOR) with a cheque for £1,000 from the Sergeants' Mes 
3 Armd Div HQ and Sig Regt. 

l to R: Mrs Marian Millican, Mrs Fogden and W01 (RSM) 
Campbell 
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HA!'llDOVER OF 2 QN 
Sqn Comd Maj Johnson 
21C Capt Smart 
NO\'ember Tp Comd 2Lt Palmer, Oscar Tp Comd Capt Turner, 21C 
O car Tp 2Lt Whitehead , Romeo Tp Comd Lt Baker. 

It' all change at 2 Sqn to herald in the New Year. The handover 
parade took place under pe~fect conditions on . a ~old Dec~mber 
mornin ; thick fog and sheet ice everywhere, makm_g 1t more;: hke _an 
amateur ice-dancing competition than a demonstrauon of cnsp drill. 

The Squadron welcomes Maj Tony Johnson fresh from the sunny 
climes of the Far East, 2Lt Judy Palmer and 2Lt Chris Whitehead 
from the School and Capt Lee Smart from Hereford Goin the Royal 
Signals and see the world!). 

A fresh team for a fresh start to the New Year. Just in time to move 
the Regiment back to Bulford. 

EXERCISE SPARTAN TRIANGLE 
by Sig Tiny Clarke 

Wednesday 18 September was a day spent wondering if the trip was 
on or not. The problem being that the bus had broken down. After 
many miles driving around by Sig Clive Watters and myself, the parts 
were found and the bus was fixed . At 1800 hrs, nine very happy people 
left Soest for the South of France. 

After 18 very long hours on the road, we arrived. The rest of the 
day was spem unpacking. Everyone's thoughts were on the next day. 

On the morning of the 20th we kitted up and set off for the river. 
On reaching it Sgt Graham Weavers commented 'That's not very 
fast'. 'Fast enough for me' replied Sig Gus Angus. The rest of the day 
was spent getting wet as we came to terms with canoeing. 

The next day we canoed a little further down river. A couple of us, 
Sig Clive Watters and Sig Ian Clarke found it very hard to canoe in 
a straight line, much to the amusement of the others . 

For the next few days we spent time learning and putting to the test 
our new skills. Sig Gus Angus seemed to spend more time under the 
water than on it. 

Towards the end of the trip the heavens opened and it poured down 
for about 16 hours. As a result the river rose by over four feet. 'Oh 
great' said Capt Gordon 'Boss' Elliott, 'Oh no' we all replied. We 
slowly cook to the water and found it was not too bad. Most of the 
group got wee during the day. We canoed about 12km which seemed 
like a very long way. To our horror the 'Boss' announced chat the next 
day we were to do 32km. That night many of us wondered why we 
were doing this. After 12km our arms hurt and backs were sore. 

The last day; the day which I don't think anyone will ever forget. 
We all awoke early and sat in silence and wondered about the trip 
ahead. Slowly we dressed, the silence was broken by Sig (Lavs) 
Laverie when he said he couldn't wear his wet suit because it was still 
wet! He couldn't understand why we all laughed at him. 

At last we set off. All went well until we hit the fust rough; over 
went Sgt .Jim 'Submariner' Alge.r followed by Sig Angus, and so it 
went, every bit of rough somebody went over, all but Sgt Graham 'I'm 
dry' Weavers. On and on went the river. It seemed it would never end. 
Then we rounded the last bend and were greeted by Sig Clive Watters. 
He took some photos and then it was time for a well earned cup of tea. 

The last night we had a bit of a party to celebrate the end of a good 
trip. A nice meal and a few beers were enjoyed by all. Then it was off 
to bed. The next day we set off on the long haul back to Soest. 

REGIMENTAL MARCH AND SHOOT COMPETITION 
The Regimental March and Shoot Competition took place on 5 

November 1991. Each Squadron entered two teams. Here is 2 Sqn's 
story. 

The training started several months before the competition, with the 
SSM, Pete Rixon, telling the volunteers 'We will win'. After a while, 
even the lads believed him. ' 

Training was rudely interrupted by the odd comms exercise, men 
off to do adventure training around Mont Blanc and canoeing in the 
Ardeche. The Squadron entered two teams, each consisting of 10 men. 

Both teams got off to a good start being inspected by the RSM, nil 
points deducted. After two further stands, first aid and NBC, the 'B' 
team, ably led by Lt Eric Baker, were clear leaders. The weapons 
stand was different, stripping and assembling an SLR in the dark and 
loading a magazine. Fortunately for Sig Das Mordecai the carrots 
came in handy, eventually locating the gas spring; 'A' team first. 

Early afternoon came the march. Rivalry was now intense, not 
between Squadrons but between 'A' and 'B' teams. The CFT route 
was chosen obviously for its tranquil lanes and panoramic views. The 
'A' team, led by Sgt Dave Iverson, put in a blistering pace in 1 hr 7 
mins. Sig Das Mordecai (no, he didn't write this) dislocated a finger 
dismounting from a 4 tonner. 
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Next came the assault course. With the loss of one man and 50 pts 
the 'A ' team had to be quick - and they were . Cpl Chris Swithenbank 
and Sig Andy Weav~r forcing the pace ~ong; again ~ good result. 

The final event bemg the shoot, groupmg was the ann of the game 
with Cpl Carl Budding, Sig Mitch Mitchell, Jase Craine and LCpl Al 
Bailey gaining maximum points and the title going to 2 Sqn 'A' team, 
closely followed by 2 Sqn 'B' team. Well done lads. 

THE MOHNE CHALLENGE COMPETITION 
On 2 October 1991 3 Armd Div HQ and Sig Regt including the 

Brigade Signal Squadrons participated in an arduous and demanding 
relay competition. The contest was an inter-squadron competition of 
nine events run as a non-stop relay. The events included cross country 
running, sailing, canoeing and rollerski biathlon and additionally no 
less demanding fun events of sail board canoeing and a chariot race. 
For all teams the Squadron Commander or acting Squadron 
Commander was the passenger in the chariot race over a course 
including water, mud and other obstacles. 

At the end of a day in which the weather had contributed to testing 
the teams endeavours 1 Sqn were the winners closely followed by 2 
Sqn and in spite of a brave effort HQ Sqn came away with the 
Wooden Spoon. 

The CO presents the Wooden Spoon t o Lt Ma rk Duggan RPC for 
HQ Sqn 
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204 Sig Sqn (4 Armd Bde) 
BFPO 17 

PERSONALITIES 
Sqn Comd Maj Charles Turner 
21C Capt Don Pawlow 
Ops Offr Capt Justin Hodges, Tp Comd Comms Tp Lt Charles 
Cooper, SSM W02 (SSM) Pete McElwee, YofS W02 (YofS) Geoff 
Robinson, FofS SSgt (FofS) John Hiorns, SQMS SSgt (SQMS) Kev 
Hallett, Chief Clerk Sgt Trev Glover. 

The Squadron is now well in the grip of our new Comd Maj Charles 
Turner. A lot of hard work has been put in by everyone and we are 
now nearly back o normal. 

ACCOMMODATION 
In September we finally took over our new accommodation and 

offices . The interior decorator must be colour blind as the carpets are 
a fetching colour of light blue - just the thing for Boots Combat 
High; even the Technicians were caught out as their non conductive 
floor was laid. Yet another eye catching colour - Sickly Light Green. 
Our block is the envy of all who visit and at long last the 'Singlies' 
have decent rooms. 

EXERCISE RATS REACH 
Read carefully - this is the exercise of the future - low level 

Military Skills competitions. 4 Armd Bde was tasked to run such an 
exercise as a rehearsal for a Divisional exercise next year. 

204 Sig Sqn eagerly started training a 20 man platoon with an 
excellent training programme devised by Sgt Andy Hurley. Due to the 
pressure of refurbishing the fleet for exercise in November, only one 
and a half week's training could be afforded. Due to football injuries, 
compassionate cases and casualties, the team was whittled down to 12, 
with Sgt Harry Mullin being thrown in as the Platoon Sergeant, four 
days before the event. That cheered him up! 

As the sun rose on Tuesday morning, the 12 man Infantry Platoon 
marched from the start line under 55lbs of kit, plus weapon, webbing, 
helmet and water, on the start of an eight stand, 18.5krn circuit, a 
20km night march and a 15km march and shoot. The Engineer stand 
consisted of an explosive trench digging task, mine recognition and 
defence constructions. The Artillery tasked us to map read and correct 
Artillery Target Indications. The command task was controlled well 
by Cpl Dave Wilson, scoring many points even though it didn't 
succeed! Lt Cooper and Sgt Mullin came up with a better solution to 
the Time and Distance problem than the D.S.! 

The communications stand, run by the Royal Hussars, highlighted 
that we do things differently from the Battle Groups! AFV 
recognition was a particularly hard stand, identifying weapons, rank 
and arm on a couple of communist dummy amputies, and squinting 
through binos at models of 30 vehicles hidden in the woods. LCpl 
Mark Holden, had done the course, and bailed us out a bit. Success 
was sweet when we beat 5 Field Ambulance on the first aid stand! (A 
multi-casualty battlefield scenario) 2 Fd Regiment ran an imaginative 
NBC stand with command tasks, decontamination drills (one member 
died of Nerve Agent Poisoning) and an NBC 3R battle run, where we 
achieved the best time of the day. 

8 Regt RCT ran a mobility stand consisting of HGV cross country 
driving in a Bedford, German and American equivalent (the instructor 
turned white as Sig Balmforth broke the record by two minutes in 3rd 
gear). 

Pallets were cross-loaded and secured and fork-lifts manoeuvred. A 
simple recovery task was executed with ease. 

The feet were sore already, but the Night March really finished 
them. 20km in two or three man patrols, with all that weight, on roads 
at night was distinctly miserable by 0200 hrs! Congratulations to Sig 
'Barney' Balmforth on getting three quarters of the way around the 
course on a broken toe! Two more members were medically 
discharged from the team with aggravated injuries. 
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After harbouring up for a few hours before dawn, a decent bre" 
and a brush of the boots, the team now focussed their imagination and 
dread on the March and Shoot. 15km - on roads and canal tow paths 
-but this time with webbing 151bs), weapon helmet and water. Feet 
were in a very tender state. The team shuffled into the range for a 
quick 20 round shoot and it was all over bar the prizes, survivors 
photograph and Squadron Bar! 

EXERCISE RA TS RETURN 
On an extremely cold November morning, the Squadron took to the 

road for the first time since you know when! We travelled to Soltau 
to set up the Exercise Control for the Royal Hussars Tes1 Exercise. 
Our wheeled packets got there without any problems - however the 
Panzers were a different matter. Sgt Steve Goodyear has set a new 
world record for travelling !Okm in five hours . Needless to say he did 
not get any comments thrown at him for the duration of the exercise. 
The week passed with very few mishaps. It is worthy of note, however, 
that the Brigade Staff were extremely pleasant to one and all. We were 
all lulled into a false sense of security as again the wheels left, and the 
Panzer boys remained to load the tracks onto the flat beds and await 
the coach-that never turned up. It was a good job that 2 Fd Regt 
RA were able to give them a lift back to Munster on their coach. All 
in all a worthwhile first exercise with many lessons relearned. 

SPORTS 
The Squadron has done well in most of the sports in which it has 

participated. Worth a mention is our orienteering team led by Sgt Karl 
Robinson, coming second in the Regimental competition and as Guest 
Team we were first in the Minor Units Army Orienteering champion
ships. (Only two teams took part). The Yeoman-W02 Geoff 
Robinson has done us proud with the football team winning all its 
matches so far. 

Last but not least the Rugby team led by our chief cube (they were 
chunks but we are now metric) Sgt Gaz Cottam has done well against 
what were supposed to have been stronger sides. 

Comms Troop have led the field in a major sporting event ie the 
Brewery Trip, Lt Charlie Cooper bravely, took a party to the Grolsch 
Brewery. A fine day was had by all and there was much slurring about 
Grolsch Amber being the best thing they had drunk all day! 

The Survivors 
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VI ITS 
DIRECTOR GENERAL PERSONAL SERVICES 

On 7 ovember Maj Gen D. A. Grove OBE visited the Regiment 
to discuss the Army's current pay, allowances and entitlements with 
the oldiers and their wives. He also spoke to all those who have 
applied for redundancy. 

Maj Gen Grove paid a visit to the Alcohol Free Centre, which, when 
completed, will provide recreational facilities for members of the 
Regiment. 

The Director General of Personnel Services arrives on the 
Regiment 
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watches a reuseable trip f lare designed by Sgt 
Robertson. On left W01 J. P. Mold 

7 Sig Regt 
BFPO 15 

SIGNAL OFFICER IN CHIEF 
On 21November1991 the SOinC Maj Gen R. F. I. Cook visited the 

Regiment to brief us on the progress made upgrading Options for 
Change. 

During the visit, Maj Gen Cook talked to members of 5 Sqn 
preparing for Ex Staff Canter . 

RESPONDING TO THE ALBANIAN APPEAL 
Hot on the heels of a route reconnaissance and undeterred by the 

problems faced, Lt Rob Gibson and Cpl Mark Stanton from 7 Sig 
Regt, accompanied by Mr Tom Pridham of the YWCA, went to 
Albania on 21 November 1991 in search of those in need of Relief Aid. 
Cpl Mark Stanton and Mr Tom Pridham are not strangers to this part 
of Europe; they are both veterans in Relief Aid and have made many 
trips. 

The recce team were heartily welcomed by the self help group 
AGIMI when they reached Gjirostaka. The group were delighted to 
receive an offer of help and relief and the result of the recce is that 
relief aid will be taken to the hospital in the area, its feeder medical 
centre and a children's home in Saranda. 

As there is so much that is needed, a limited objective was set, in 
order to achieve a positive effect. 

An aid team from the Regiment will travel to Northern Greece in 
January to set up a base camp for relief aid. Supplies will then be 
ferried across the border between Greece and Albania. Personnel 
undertaking building maintenance will base themselves at the hospital, 
as a forward element. 

Orphans in a children's home in Saranda 
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3SQUADRON 
PERSONALITIES 
Sqn Comd Maj Paul Straughair (RA Signals) 
2IC Capt Mike Burke 
SSM W02 (SSM) Darrel McCluskey, YofS W02 (YofS) Ian 
Gascoigne, FofS SSgt (FofS) Nevllle Smikle. 

ARRIVALS AND DEPARTURES 
.The Squadron 'head sh~d' has suffered major changes in this period 

with the Sq1? Co~d .MaJ Wayne Wilson, returning to Australia in 
December with his wife, Peta, and children, Thomas and Kate. The 
Corporals of the Squadron dined him out and presented him with a 
print of Herford, as did the Sqn Officers and Seniors, the Squadron 
and the Officers Mess. 

In August the 21C, Capt Glen Harwood MBE and his wife Jenny 
left to be replaced by Capt Mike Burke, the rugby player. Th~ arrivai 
of Sgt Mark Langton, and his wife Helen , has boosted SHQ strength . 
To all these new arrivals, the Squadron extends a warm welcome. 

CONGRATULATIONS 
Congratulations to Cpl Craig Bruce on his thoroughly deserved 

award of the BEM for his work during the Gulf Operation. 
Cpls Perry and Randall, LCpls Lockwood, Pearson, Seaman and 

Haley are also congratulated on their promotion. 
In this period, three members of the Squadron have got married. 

They are LCpl Mike Cooper to Sue, LCpl Richard Lee to Manuela 
and Sig Mick Mitchell to Lisa, and they are congratulated on thei; 
bravery. 

Sig Derek and Donna Urch, are congratulated on the birth of their 
baby boy. 

EVENTS 
We started our campaign to win the Page Trophy against the 

numerical might of HQ and 1 Sqn with a convincing victory in the 
Athletics competition in September. The team, coached and 
admirably led by SSgt (FofS) Neville Smikle, won over half the events. 
SSgt Smlkle himself won all his individual events to be Victor 
Ludorem on the day. The competition provided a selection for the 
Regimental athletics team to compete in the Morrison Cup two days 
later, where several members of the Squadron acquitted themselves 
very well in this high quality competition. 

Sue McCluskey wife of W02 (SSM) McCluskey, organised the 
Regiment's 'Xmas Fayre' on behalf of the Wives Club, and it was a 
resounding success. The Regiment owe her a big thank-you for her 
efforts. Her husband, Darrel, and the 2IC Capt Mike Burke, were 
cajoled into dressing up as Humpty-Dumpty and Baby Bear 
respectively and making fools of themselves by giving out sweets to 
the charming children. 

On the work front, there have only been two major exercises
Woodland Flight and Staff Canter. After the initial rustiness as new 
personnel learned their jobs, both went well. 

Sgt Jock Robertson organised a Wives Exercise which was well 
attended and enjoyed so much that the request was made for another. 
The DS paled at the thought. 

Al TROOP PERSONALITIES 
Tp Comd Lt Peter Cubbin 
SSgt SSgt Brian Alexander 

The main event in the life of Al Troop (radio communicators to the 
stars), has been Ex Woodland Flight. 

Having worked hard at respraying the vehicles, the vehicle park, 
each other, and several slower-than-average crews, the Troop was 
finally ready to deploy. 

The first location, carefully selected by Capt Mike Burke, was an 
excellent hard standing farm courtyard. Unfortunately, the farm's 
herd of dairy cattle were still in the preliminary stages of house 
training, and the hard standing could only be reached by shovelling 
through a good six inches of a basic guide to staff-work. 

The Troop soon moulded into an efficient team, moving quickly to 
each new location. That is until, on the final move, they managed to 
drive through a complete housing estate at 0200hrs without hitting any 
parked cars and performing U-turns beautifully. 

The old hands still learned some new tricks from the younger 
members . Sig 'Spinky' Spink displayed total concentration whilst 
driving at the head of the convoy. All extraneous sounds, such as car 
horns, tyre squeals and directions were totally ignored. Sig Daniels, on 
his first exercise did very well under the watchful eye of Cpl Mark 
Brown. When Cpl Brown finally slept however, Daniels decided to 
improve the net security by changing his callsign every now and again 
at random, and at fairly frequent intervals. Whilst highly effective it 
did cause Cpls Bob Porter and Paul Lockwood some mild 
inconvenience in Radcon. 

All in all, it was a good exercise. 
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A2TROOP 
PERSONALITIES 
Tp Comd Lt Sean Kay 
SSgt SSgt Geoff Frazer 

A2 Tp participated in exercises such as Northag Canary Caper and 
the Regimental Ex Woodland Flight. 

On the social front, the Viking Conker night was a succes . 
Cpl Gary Mountain obliterated the SSM, W02 Darrel McClu key in 
the final. A mention must be made at this stage to thank the Bar 
Committee for their bard work in organising all our sClcial event . 

The Troops run of fortune continued with the annihilation of Al 
Tp in the annual soccer match with an easy 5-3 victory. 

Best of luck goes to the Troop members who have been recently 
attached to the NORTHAG ASRS detachment at Tongeren, namely: 
SS~t Bill Martin, LCpl Jimmy Rimmer, Sig Daz Margie, Jones and 
Neil Caddy. Congratulations also to Neil Caddy on his successful 
completion of the leadership course. 

FAREWELLS 
A fond farewell to Sgt Smike Hitchens, Sig Keith Stokes Mark 

Roberts and International Pete Moore who have left us for ~ more 
relaxed life in I (UK) Civ Div . Our best wishes go out to 2Lt Darren 
Watts (RMCS Shrivenham), Sig Andy Andrews (JClJNl) and Sean 
Walsh (39 Bde HQ & Sig Sqn). 

ARRIVALS 
We extend a warm welcome to Sgt Chas Fox and his wife Siobhan 

(4 ADSR, Welcome Back), Sgt Bill Butler and Carol (30 Sig Regt), Cpl 
P. J . Phillips (JCUFI), LCpl Bob Cunningham and Cheryl (229 Sig 
Sqn), Sig Mark Pepper and Karen (8 Sig Regt), J. D. Donnison and 
Helen (RAF) and Del Urch and Donna (I RRW). 

PROMOTIONS 
Well done to Cpl Gary Mountain on promotion to Sgt and selection 

for the Yeoman course. Also to LCpls Bill Haley, Ian Pearson and 
John Seaman (away at BATUS) on their promotion to Cpl. 

4SQUADRON 
PERSONALITJES 
Sqn Comd Maj D. A. Sullivan 
2IC Capt D. J. Jones 
SSM W02 (SSM) D. A. Wright, FofS W02 (FofS) R. W. Mahoney, 
YofS W02 (YofS) P. G. White, SQMS SSgt (SQMS) A. Tempest 
DEM. 

EXERCISE WOODLAND FLIGHT 
Ex Woodland Flight was designed to test the Regiment's 

communications thoroughly prior to the forthcoming major staff 
exercise. It was also the CO's first Regimental exercise and he decided 
that a series of rapid moves would blow the cobwebs out of the system 
and the presence of a live enemy would ensure that for some the 
exercise would be renamed 'Woodland Fright'. 

For 4 Sqn, the exercise meant maximum deployment although 
rumour abounds that a paintbrush from Bravo Tp actually managed 
to escape the exercise! 

The Squadron deployed at 'far too early' o'clock on the Monday 
morning. 

MAN 001 soon got to know the countryside around Hannover and 
Hameln at night, after a series of rapid moves to some interesting 
farmyard locations. The best places next to silage pits were reserved 
for our guests, Corps Lighting Tp, accompanied by the mojos and 
their gin palace. 

Not all 4 Sqn, however, had the privilege of deploying with the 
MAN. Some, namely the Central crews were spread far and wide 
across the countryside. One particular crew, LCpl Andy Lloyd, Sig 
'Binksey' Binks and Paul Day came face to face with the 'enemy' in 
the form of a civilian anti army demonstration. 

The Radio Relay Alpha crew decided to use the exercise to start up 
their own car alteration bu iness. Cpl Dave Coleman, Sig Martin 
Craig and Paul Tague's fir t effort was to convert a Golf GTi hard top 
into a soft top with the aid of a radio relay wagon. Fortunately, no
one was hurt but just for the record, when Cpl Dave Coleman next 
ventured out of camp on a recce with Sgt Eddowes, the landrover's 
gear stick detached itself from the vehicle. 

Most people made it to the end of the exercise but SSgt Andy 
Tempest dismounted head first whilst unloading his SQMS wagon and 
was sent off to hospital to get mended. We wish him a speedy 
recovery. 

The Squadron returned to Camp on the Friday, fully qualified 
experts in rapid movemem, 100 lamda take offs, tand-to's, first 
fresnel zone clearance, camouflage and concealment and of course 
communications; roll on Ex Staff Canter. 
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HORSE RACI G CHARITY NIGHT 
Having been given the task of raising money fo~ cha.rit~ by 4 Sqn's 

Comd Maj ullivan, Bravo Tp then put on therr thmkmg caps. It 
didn't 'take long for Cpl 'Mac' Parker to come up with a Horse Racing 
night. 

So on Friday 15 November, after a great deal of hard work, the 
stage' was set for the first hurdles race meeting of 1991. l~itially.' the 
punters gingerly bid for the horses and the .bets slowly tnckled m to 

gt Walker, but as •he races b~gan, the general. atmo.sphere totally 
changed. Syndicates began fighting to own such illustr~ous horses as 
'Bonkers' trained by Pte Benson, and 'Scrooge' trained by Capt 
Debbie Jones. The bidding became fast and furious, as did the 
throwing of the dice by the wives acting as jockeys. The evening flew 
by, and as the final horse in Race 6 passed the finish post at 0130 hr , 
the evening finally came to a close. 

It proved to be an exceptionally successful event, with DM 408 
being raised for BLESMA. Everyone seemed to have a superb time, 
so I imagine this will not be the last race of the season for 4 Sqn. 

WRAC HOCKEY TOURNAMENT 
by WPte Marshall 

When a game was organised, we jumped at the chance to play . The 
four members of the team from the Regiment, namely, LCpl Wright, 
Pte's Marshall, Healy and Duffy were joining up with others from 
Bielefeld, Munster and a couple of other places. It was a chance to 
meet old friends and make new ones. 

The first match was against Dusseldorf. Getting used to the pitch 
was difficult, but the downpour that followed was unreal. It seemed 
that everytime we stopped, so did the rain. The end score was 0-0. 

Next we had to face 68 Sqn. We went into the game with 
confidence, but lost 2-0. 

Then came BMH Iserlohn. Their team was in exactly the same 
position as we were. The result was 1-0, which gave us something to 
celebrate. The Marlborough Club was the venue, where we met up 
with the other teams, we had an enjoyable evening. 

Next morning, the last day, we played 16 Regt who thrashed us 
4-0, but we held our heads high and went to the sidelines. We then 
played Viersen who needed to beat us to reach the semi-finals. Since 
we had no other reason to win we played for ourselves and won 2- 1. 

Overall it was an excellent tournament. 68 Sqn won. 
Then we all left resolved to return. 

RUGBY 
Rugby continues to feature prominantly on the Regiment's calendar 

of events. It is pleasing to be able to report that it is not just the game 
that is flourishing. It was decided that what had been missing over the 
years was the Spirit of a Rugby Club. The wanting to win the Army 
Cup had become the be all and end all. 

It was decided to have two aims for the season. The first, and most 
important one, was to establish the club on a firm footing by involving 
as many of the Regiment as possible. It could then be said that the 
rugby team was a Regimental team. The second aim was obviously to 
win the Army Challenge Trophy. 

Without doubt, the Regiment certainly has a good Rugby Club with 
over 200 members. The main reason for this happening was the 
decision to tour the USA in April. Obviously a tour of this magnitude 
costs a great deal of money. The last few months have seen the players 
and social members raising funds in a variety of ways. 

Avid followers of the fortunes of the team on the pitch will be 
pleased to hear that the team is progressing nicely. Another break with 
tradition was the decision not to tour Wales in the opening weeks of 
the season. This does not seem to have had any undue effect on 
performances. Games worthy of note to date are certainly the two 
against RAF Germany, two against Germany and finally a fixture 
played against BAOR. , 

The two games against RAF Germany ended with won one, lost 
one. The first fixture was a defeat by 13 points to 3 against what can 
only be described as an excellent Air Force side. The second game 
resulted in a 27 points to 0 victory for the Regiment against what has 
to be said was a weaker RAF team. The two games against Germany 
both resulted in defeats, 21-13 and 19-3. The second game was 
against the full national side so the team felt justifiably proud with its 
performance. Finally one has to mention what has been the best game 
of the season so far, a victory by 13 points to 3 over the BAOR team. 
The game was a cliffhanger, with all the points being scored in the last 
four minutes. What made it more exciting was that BAOR scored 
first. 

The club now looks forward to more fund raising, charity 
appearances as the Garrison choir and a few days rest in New Orleans 
in April next year. 
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The Regiment Rugby Squad 

MORRISON CUP 1991 
by Sgt Tom Smith 

Once again 4 Sqn were given the awesome task of organising the 
Corps's athletic meeting, this year held at Jahn Stadium Herford. 

Normally, it takes weeks of preparation but, due to exercise 
commitments and other attacks from the flanks, the Squadron was 
given two and a half days until its first inspection. 

It all started on the Monday morning on the Regimental Parade 
Square under the guidance of our new SSM W02 Dougie Wright and 
SQMS Andy Tempest. Fatigue men were sorted, then transported to 
the stadium for tent erection, so they thought. Painting, sweeping, 
scrubbing, flower arranging, digging, you name it, the boys did it. 
Even poor Norma Wright (SSM's wife) had her bathroom dismantled 
to make way for progress. 

Back at camp meanwhile Cpl Kip Westwood was pulling in every 
contact to get hold of much needed equipment. Cpl Bob Barker and 
Sig Tetley Crossley constructed a medal podium which was fit for 
anything short of the Olympics-ouch I've bit my tongue. 

It was a great success even the dismantling phase on a rain soaked 
Friday night. Well done 4 Sqn and let's look forward to next year. 

SSgt (FofS) N. Smickle on the final leg of the 4 x 1 OOm relay in 
which he came first 

WIRE NOTES MUST REACH THE 
EDITOR BY 15TH OF THE MONTH 
PRECEDING PUBLICATION. 
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8 Sig Regt 
Catterick Garrison 

THE GREAT NORTH RUN 
For the last 10 years Schemes Tp have provided the comms for the 

Great North Run. This year they were entering a team for charity and 
had a spare place. . 

On an impulse, a week before the run, I took the spare place. The 
adopted charity was the Northallerton Friarage Hospital Scanner 
Appeal, a cause that 8 Sig Regt were already raising money for. 

This half marathon isn't just a race but a big social occasion, 
televised throughout on Grandstand with 33,000 runners. The start 
was an unforgettable experience, as runner 18,640, I 'started' 1,320 
yards behind the 'start'. The feeling generated by 33,000 people, all 
running together on the same stretch of road was incredible, and was 
added to by the tremendous tide of enthusiasm and goodwill from the 
spectators lining the route. 

Apart from the organised water feed statiom, the runners were 
offered refreshments by a generous crowd, handsful of frozen ice 
pops, ice creams and, most welcome of all, hoses spraying a constant 
stream of cold water. It was an unseasonably hot day and I made 
several detours under the hoses to cool down. 

The 'Scanner Appeal' team consisted of W02 Harrison, Cpl 
Fenner, Lt Cook and Cadets from Durham School CCF, Derek Taylor, 
Cpl Cireen, W02 Broomfield, Sgt Padmore and myself. The total 
sponsorship pledged exceeded £500. In addition SSgt Ken Lewis raised 
£100 for the Dales Special School, Cpl Trev Allan raised £100 for the 
Gerry Green Foundation Trust, and Sgt Andy Slack raised £85 for 
Asthma Research and LCpl Pete Matthews (weighed down by a 
bucket of coins) raised £85 for the Bo Peep Playgroup. Leading by 
example, the CO 8 Sig Regt, Col Ridlington and the 2IC, Lt Col Hunt 
took part. Both veterans of previous runs, they knew what to expect 
and ran a steady pace. 

I would not advise anyone to attempt this type of run without 
adequate training (as I did) but the reasonably fit could get away with 
it, because in this case, long after your body has given up, the 
atmosphere carries you along. Finally I would say to anyone who is 
thinking of attempting their first half marathon next year, this is 
definitely the one to go for. Even if you walk all the way, you will 
never finish alone. 

BSAD Wheelchair Marathon 
Cpl Revill (centre) and his team, Pte F. Smith and Sig Bolton 

with their sitter Gwen of the Ashington Floaters 
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WHEELCHAIR MARATHON 
Cpl Revill 3 Sqn 

On Sunday 27 October the Regiment took part in the British Sports 
Association for the Disabled Sponsored Wheelchair Marathon at RAF 
Catterick. Not only was it a shock to the system at having to exert 
yourself on a recognised day of rest but no expense had been spared 
on the provision of transport-two luxury four tonners! This 
marvellous event also coincided with the end of British Summer Time 
and clearly most people had forgotten to tum their clocks back an 
hour and consequently arrived at the Guard Room an hour early. 
Keen or what? 

After the formalities of booking-in, the teams dispersed to all 
corners of the airfield to limber up, buck up and thereafter introduce 
themselves to their 'sitters'. Our 'sitter' was Gwen, a member of the 
'Ashington Floaters' and our aim was to pUsh her around the airfield 
in relays for 26 miles.' 

The first 10 teams set off at around 1100 hrs followed by each set 
of 10 teams at minute intervals from then on. Confused-you soon 
will be. 

3 Sqn entered six of the eight Regiments' 28 teams and needless to 
say each team completed the course in typical 3 Sqn style. 

At the end of the day, every member received a certificate and a 
medal and left with a sense of achievement knowing that as a result 
of their efforts some, less fortunate than themselves, will benefit from 
the event for which 8 Sig Regt raised £621.45. 

2SQUADRON 
CHILDREN IN NEED APPEAL 
TOYTOWN GOES TO 8 SIGNAL REGIMENT 

The Children in Need Appeal came in the form of Noddy, Big Ears 
and PC Plod (alias Sig Evans, Logan and Cochran of 2 Sqn). Under 
the command of SSgt Joe Williams, the 2 Sqn volunteers spent the 
weekend collecting money from everyone who entered the unit lines. 
Luckily for us it was the ARCEX which produced an unexpected 
increase in donations which were all very gratefully accepted. We 
would Like to pass our sincere thanks to all who contributed. In total 
£524.14 was collected, a very generous gesture which has gone to a 
very worthwhile cause. 

Children in Need Appeal 
Left to Right: 'Noddy' Sig Evans, 'PC Plod' Sig Logan and 'Big 

Ears' Sig Cochrane 

33 



AFF TROPHY 
During any upgrading cours.e, th~re are se~er~l sit~ations .to be 

e ploited. OD 70 wa no e cepuon, timed to comc1de with the rigour 
of the AFFAS Trophy, a competition testing fitness, teamwork and 
military kill . But clearly the competitor knew a thing or two about 
how your performance in such an important event could affect your 
cour e report and/or c ufidential report. The le s experienced ga~e all 
they had and tried their be t but the more astute were armed with a 
few extra to add that flair, dash and p nache to their performance. 
In all the physical a e ment , the thinking competitor breathed as 
heavily as possible and ensured. there was an ample s~pply of 
per piration courte y of a water pistol carefully concealed m one of 
the ammo pouches. The odd squirt of tomato ketchup around the 
knuckles gave that added sense of determination and the cleverly 
placed piece of tubi-grip aid it ~!· . . 

Training prior to the competition had mvolved lots of running 
around with heavy packs and it certainly sorted the men from the 
boys. The acid test on the day was who would dare beat the TIS 
Female Instructors, knowing the pain and grief that might follow once 
back in the clas room. In the knowledge that 2 Sqn Comd had already 
bought the champagne, OD870 warriors stormed round the course 
losing only one point the whole competition when LCpl Potter 
refu ed to eat the fruit cake on the NBC stand saying she wa on a diet 
and anyway didn't agree to eating between meals! Congratulations to 
the team Jed by OCdt Southern who came second, closely followed by 
3 Sqn. Well done everyone on an excellent competition. 

AFFAS Trophy 
The winning team from 2 Sqn (left to Right) : Pte Ramsey, 

LCpls Caisley, Potter and (kneeling) Warwick 

2SQUADRON 
WIDER EMPLOYMENT OF MEN 

Talking to an upgrading course such as OD870UR usually 
presented me with no difficulties. They were bright, bluffingly calm, 
cheerful, encouraging and only occasionally desperate. But it was 
their individualities and unpredictable observations which made them 
o endearing. 

It was the most enlightening course debrief I have attended in the 
whole of my career. Their faces registering relief and rapport and even 
a few of the Old Masters in TIS would have had a chuckle on hearing 
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LCpl Beatons' comments on the course. Bearing in mind he was the 
only male on the course, a the photograph shows, he played a 
ver atile role. However it was profound comments like 'I'm now an 
expert on ladies underwear' and in a tone less desperate and wholly 
confident 'I thought denier wa a new European currency until I 
di covered OD870UR.' 

And in these turbulent times of change, the moral of the story is this 
- don't think that everything you learn in Catterick is in a TIS 
Precis. 

Wider Employment of Men 
LCpl Beaton (Front Centre) with the ladies of OD870UR, their 

Sqn Comd and instructors 

OUTSTANDING STUDENT AWARDS 
Congratulations go to LCpl Hayes of 15 Sig Regt on achieving an 

outstanding grading on her Data upgrading course. On the same 
course LCpl Warwick of 239 Sig Sqn is the first student to achieve 
'The Double', an outstanding grading on her Basic and Upgrading 
Data courses. 

Outstanding Student Awards 
(left to Right): LCpl Gillian Hayes (15 Sig Regt), OC TTS Lt Col 

J. C. Young and LCpl Sharyn Warwick (239 Sig Sqn) 
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NCO TRAINING WING 
A BRIEF HISTORY 
by Sgt D. Savage 

'The Wing', or more accurately Courses Wing, sprang to mild 
prominence in 1957 whilst the Depot Regiment was located at Chester. 
Courses Wing w.as tasked with the running of the newly introduced 
Royal Signals Substantive Sergeants' Course which was subsequently 
to experience a great many cl•anges to customs and practices over the 
ensuing 34 years. 

In 1959 the 'Wing' moved to Baghdad lines in Catterick Camp and 
the word substantive was dropped from its title. In April 1962 the 
Royal Signals Sergeants' Course came to an end and from the ashes 
rose the Phoenix - The Royal Signals Staff Sergeants' Course. 

11 Sig Regt 
Catterick Garrison 

Yet another change of location came about in 1964 when 11 Sig 
Regt marched into the newly built Helles Barracks. A new title 
awaited the occupants of the purpose built instructional block-2 
Sqn. However, title changes were to become common place; 2 Sqn to 
Military Training Wing then to Instructional Wing, back to 2 Sqn and 
eventually, for the moment, NCO Training Wing. 

In April this year the curtain came down on the Royal Signal Staff 
Sergeants' Course after almost 27 years. Back came the Sergeants' 
Course - we have come full circle! 

Despite the various locations and 'official' name changes 'The 
Wing' has been responsible for the training and subsequent 
qualification for promotion of over 15,000 Junior and Senior COs 
of the Corps. Long may it continue. 

The current custodian's of Block 25 
Rear Row: (left to Right) Sgts Cauldwell, Miller, Savage, Slaney, Strefford and Laffey 

Centre Row: (Left to Right) Sgt Senior, Cpls Gregory, Hussey, Vella, LCpls Meredith, Haynes and Sgt Terry 
Front Row: (Left to Right) SSgt (SQMS) D. Petty, W02 (QMSI) M. Mariner, W02 (QMSI) A. Hoensch, Capts R. A. Licence, K. Lonergran 

(Cheshire), W02 (SSM) M. Chapman, SSgt J. Monk and Mrs H. Waites 

WORLD CUP 91 
by David Courtney 

Although David Courtney's ambitions to play football com
petitively were tragically dashed when he was forced to have a leg 
amputated as a result of cancer, he was determined to continue with 
the sport he loved. He was rewarded for his determination and 
courage in October when he travelled to Russia a a member of the 
England Amputee Squad to represent his country in the World Cup. 
Below is an account of his experience. 

'After being selected to play in Russia I could hardly wait to gel 
there. We had trained hard for most of the year and we were now 
ready. 

We all met up at Heathrow Airport on 11 October 1991, everyone 
was really anxious to play our first ga.'lle. On arrival we were warmly 
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Photo bV Joseph Krieger 

welcomed by all the officials and members of other teams. We were 
a bit disappointed with the number of teams taking part, we were 
expecting 10, however there were only six, Brazil, El Salvador, USA, 
England and Russia, who emered two teams. The opening ceremony 
wa amazing, a crowd of about 5,000 people gave us a fantastic 
reception. 

On 15 October we were looking forward to the game with mixed 
emotions. We were the first to play (against Brazil). There wa n't a 
great crowd however, the indoor facilities restricted many spectator . 
It was a very physical game, Brazil was an aggres ive team. We had 
about 70'1/o of the play but were unable to score so 0-0 was quite a 
good result for us. The game with Matonat was really tough, th<!y had 
an excellent side, but with about two minutes to go we scored and held 
on to our lead. This was an important win for us. The next day we 
met El Salvador and USA while they were good game , neither ide 
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troubled u , we beat El Salvador 2-0 and USA 5-0. We only had 
to play Barna!! the other Ru sian side, the result didn't matter, we 
kne\\ we were in the final and, with all the other results, we al o knew 
we were playing Matonat. 

On the morning of our last two indoor game we were confident of 
winning the Gold Medal. We played Barna!! in the mornir:ig and won 
3-0. The final, w an excellent game, each team m1 sed many 
chances, everyone WclS t ired . 0-0 at half time, we were feeling the 
pace of the game. We were all exhausted as the second half got 
underway. Again it was exactly like the first half until Matonat got a 
break and thi time they punished us for sloppy defending. We tried 
for the equali er but fai led. This ye.ar it was to be Silver. 

When the Outdoor Competition started the crowds were larger and 
there was an excellent atmosphere. We played Matonat first but we 
were beaten 1-0. e then met Brazil and El Salvador, two excellent 
Outdoor Teams. Brazil was a 0-0 draw and El Salvador beat us 
convincingly 3-0. We then played USA which we won 5-0. With all 
the other results, eg Brazil getting beaten and El Salvador by easier 
opposition, this meant we got to the semis. We met Brazil, they beat 
us 2-1, we were out of the competition. We were upset but leaving 
Russia with a Silver medal pleased us. The next World Cup will be 
held in Seattle (USA) next year. Let's hope it will be Gold this time. 

David Courtney is an Admin Assistant who works in the Regiment 
Admin Office, 11 Sig Regt. 

David in his England strip 
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I SQUADRON 
PRESENTATION OF LS & GC MEDAL TO SGT HOWLAND 

Friday l November saw the Passing Off Parade of I Troop; the 
Reviewing Officer was the SOinC(A) Maj Gen R. F. L. Cook. After 
the presentations and meeting of parents another ceremony was held 
in the Headquarter Sergeants' Mess where the SOinC presented the 
LS & GC Medal to Sgt Clive Howland of 5 Troop. Our photograph 
shows the SOinC congratulating Sgt Howland after the presentation. 
Also in the photograph is the working half of the Adjutant, Capt 
Ashley Stocker, clearly enjoying reading the Citation. 

Sgt Cli ve Howland w ith the SOinC 

ROSE PLANTING CEREMONY IN MEMORY OF CAPT LOWES 
I November was also the occasion of a small but moving ceremony 

which took place in the Regiment's Memorial Garden in front of the 
Barry Block when a rose bush was planted in memory of the late Capt 
R. A. Lowes. The planting ceremony was performed by Mrs M. 
Lowes, his widow and was attended by his son. The Regiment was 
represented by SSgt Jim Beecham, W02 (SSM) Graham Guy and 
WOI (RSM) Dougie Douglas. 

The photograph below shows Mrs Lowes planting the rose bush . 

The photograph below shows Mrs Lowes planting the rose bush 
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2 TROOP PASS OFF PARADE 
The parade held on Friday 15 November saw the Passing Off of 2 

Troop after the normal 10 week's strenuous training. The Troop was 
commanded by Lt Clare Robertson WRAC, who had been the Troop 
Commander from the start of the training; the Tp Sgt was Sgt Clive 
Howland. 

The Inspecting Officer was the Commander Catterick Garrison 
Brig_ M. W. H. Robe!is OBE ~ho was attending

0

his last parade in th~ 
Regiment before takmg up his next appointment in the MOD. 

One of the major features of the recruits off duty activities is the 
support o~ local and n~tional charities. On this occasion 2 Troop, with 
sponsor. hip_ from their parents, relatives and friends, raised the >um 
of £7~ maid of the Spe~ial Baby Care Unit of Northallerton Friarage 
Hospital. The presentation of the charity cheque was made to Ms 
Janice Knight by Sig Cowan. 

Sig Cowan presents the charity cheque to Ms Janice Knight 

LEADERSHIP-COURSE 81 
As the dust falls on Scotton Hall once again it is time to reflect on 

the past leadership course. Course 81 had all the qualities necessary 
to make it a successful five weeks-leadership, dedication, 
commitment, decisiveness, humour and a bit of immaturity (which 
makes those seemingly mindless tasks that little bit more fun). It 
would be unfair to highlight individual perfo rmances but LCpl 
Graham Moody deserves a mention, with his unique brand of wit and 
humour that would momentarily disappear when the going got tough 
and was replaced by some slightly harsher words. LCpl Shaun Gurney 
certainly gets the Course Award for the professional somnolent due 
to his ability to get at least I 0 hours sleep a night, wherever he was, 
whatever the conditions. Even when it was his turn to organise a dawn 
attack, the plan would be left till the next morning so as not to 
interfere with his kip! On paper the fact that a medic was taking part 
on the course may have reassured some, but once everyone got to 
know Pte Mick McHugh one realised that whilst treating a simple 
ailment he relished the thought of performing a dissection at the same 
time! 

Everyone was packed off fo r a very enjoyable adventurous training 
week in Dent (everyone that is except Cpl Stuart Rogerson who 
sustained an injury which prevented him completing the course) where 
various adventurous training activities were attempted . We enjoyed an 
urban survival weekend, where accommodation scrounged ranged 
from a night in a five star hotel by one pair, to a night on a lonely 
tation waiting room's bench! Cpls Grant Clifford and Tim McClellan 

got themselves on page three of the Sun in an audacious attempt to 
be photographed with a toples model, ful filling one of the necessary 
categories; however they only managed to get a small paragraph on 
their weekend's activities placed on the same page in the hope that 
that would count-it didn't! Probably one of the most daring photos 
showed Sgt Lee Calvert and Cpl Chris Swithenbank attired in ballet 
dresses surrounded by a class of nine year old ballet dancers! 
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On the final night the course swarmed upon one of the local pubs 
where a full sit-down meal was devoured by all except Cpl \fax Hurd 
who preferred a pint glass to the poor publican's tasty morseh-yes, 
the glass and, not the contents! Typically amu ing after dinner 
speeches came from Lt Steve France and LCpl Moody a brave 
attempt from Sig Tony Wringe and even some excerpts of p~ctry from 
Sgts Steve Lockwood and Sgt Hurge-Mogg. In all a very successful 
course which hopefully everyone enjoyed (perhaps more on reflection 
than at the time)? 

3SQUADRON 
PERSONALITIES 
Sqn Comd Maj Roger Courtney MBE 
2IC Capt Dave Smith 
SSM W02 (SSM) Dave Parry . 

The past few months have been extremely busy with a new intake 
arriving on 28 October, this was preceded by a parents day on 17 
October hosted by the two senior troops, Iron and Kohima. One 
hundred and fifty parents of the two new troops, Battleaxe and Ulster 
were given a full insight into life as a Junior Leader. After a tour of 
the accommodation, classroom and training areas they sat down to a 
typicll;l lunch provided by the chefs of Vimy C. They left Catterick 
most impressed and with no obvious reservations about sending their 
offsprin~ ?ack to us on 28 October because they all reported ready to 
start trairung! 

Congratulations are in order to Sgt Vince McNaught being 
presented with the BEM by the SOinC(A) Maj Gen R. F. L. Cook for 
service in Nor~hern Ireland, and to Sgt Ged Robinson, Tp Sgt 
Battleaxe Tp, for gaining the top student prize on his Sergeants' 
Course. 

Sgt Vince McNaught receives the BEM from Maj Gen R. F. L. Cook 

We also welcome back Sgt Dave Burgess, our illusive training 
support team Sergeant, who is a member of the Blue Helmets display 
team which have been performing in Germany and Hong Kong over 
recent months . Welcome back! 

The two senior troops have recently been adventure training at 
Whernside Manor, the Corps adventure training centre, and are now 
preparing for a week's range skills at Whitburn . They have also been 
heavily involved in charity work raising money for their nominated 
charities competing in various sponsored events. These activities carry 
on throughout the year 's training and a final cheque will be presented 
on their Pass Off Parade. 

The junior troops are now in their fourth week of training and are 
about to take their saluting test and hopefully receive their cap badges. 

On the sporting ide of life congratulations are afforded to JLdr 
Seth Campbell on being selected to play for the Army Colts; all Rugby 
coaches take note! 

The Squadron Football Team played JIB Ouston in the Junior 
Leader Under Seventeen and a Half Challenge Cup on 11 December. 

Finally special congratulations to our remaining two Troop 
Commanders, Lt Scott Youngson on his marriage to Jane, and to Lt 
Kevin Francis on his marriage to Karen, good luck . 
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• 

RHQ 
PERSONALITIES 

• 
CO Lt Col P. A. R. Rouse 
2IC Maj J.P. McMahon 
Adjt Capt M. Griffiths, AAdjt Lt S. V. Roberts, RS 1 WOt (RSM) 
Orange, Trg YofS WOt (YofS) McMahon, Chief Clerk W02 
(ORQM ) Duffy. 

HANDOVER OF COMMANDING OFFICERS 
On Friday 18 October 1991 we said goodbye to Lt Col Alan Wallace 

when he handed over command of the Regiment to Lt Col Philip 
Rouse. We wish Lt Col Alan Wallace and his wife Susie all the best 
for the future. Lt Col Philip Rouse and his wife Lalita are now settled 
in the Regiment and we hope they will enjoy their tour . 

Lt Col Alan and Susie Wallace leaving RHQ surrounded by 
Regimental Officers 

HQ SQUADRON 
PERSONALITIES 
Sqn Comd Maj l. L. Dudding 
2IC Capt A. Crabtree 
SSM W02 (SSM) Smithurst. 

It is with some sadness we bid farewell to W02 Clive Blackburn 
along with his wife Lynne who have returned to their home town of 
Hull from whence they came 22 years ago. We all wish them and their 
children the very best of good fortune for the future. 

We welcome Maj Ian Dudding, our new Sqn Comd, and hope that 
he and his wife Lorraine have an enjoyable time here in Birgelen. 

As for Capt Paddy Crabtree its back to being 2IC, no longer will 
he get the extra pay and all those perks he so much enjoyed . 

EXERCISE TECHNICIAN BACKSTOP 
With all the charm of a holiday rep, FofS Woolaston 'sold' the idea 

of a troop adventure training weekend to Capt Brian Gardner. On a 
chilly September day TM Tp embarked upon a challenging weekend 
that was to bring about sore shoulders, legs and posteriors, but above 
all a feeling of achievement. 

The aim was to canoe and cycle a distance of 75km over two days, 
along the river Rur raising money for 'Holidays for Children with 
Special eeds' through sponsorship, donations from the public and 
any other coercive means. 

The weekend went very well. We were accommodated at the Kayak 
Canoe Club, at Bruck, who hosted us splendidly and donated a 
generous 2000 OM. The route was split into several legs, each leg 
being alternately cycled and canoed by two teams, one led by FofS 
Tony Woolaston, the other by Capt Phil Brown. Special mention to 
Cpl imon Heath, who took an opportune moment to capsize in some 
of the faster flowing waters and sparked a rescue operation on a scale 
that I've not seen for a long time. To be fair, it can be said that he 
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13 Sig Regt 
BFPO 42 

Capt 'look no hands ' Brown and Cpl 'indecisive' Demain trying to 
find reverse 

wasn't the only capsizer, just the most novel as he was only in two feet 
of water at the time. The last leg culminated in both groups canoeing 
together to the 'finish' line, before which they had to negotiate a !Oft 
drop from one of the many weirs along the way. Some ' negotiated' 
better than others and an abundance of X and T rescues were seen . 
Well done to LCpl Russ 'Mr Magoo' Fillingham, the most myopic 
person in the troop, who tackled the weir by using no sense of balance 
or control whatsoever and then followed up his inevitable capsize by 
proving to everyone present that he could hold his breath longer than 
we thought possible. He eventually broke surface, sad at the loss of 
his John Lennon spectacles, despite several impressions of the man 
from Atlantis, we were unable to retrieve them and Ru s continued 
bravely but blindly. 

Concurrent with our activities, we also had a 'collection' group who 
followed our route, armed with buckets and other arm twisting 
devices such as a fancy dress canoe and an 'End of the World is Nigh ' 
type sandwich board, a good effort was put in by Cpls Lucy Munn 
and Elaine Paton , using their feminine charms, managed very well to 
part the passing public from their Geld. Thanks too to Cpl Andy Mace 
our natural choice as PR man due to his educated manner and his 
possession of the cheesiest grin in the troop. 

The picture wouldn ' t be complete without mention of our hard 
working support and admin group, namely SSgt Kennedy who was i/ c 
barbecue who, with the help of Sgt Ian Burton , managed to cremate, 
sorry create some meals that were really very well done. 

The weekend concluded with a reception at the Ratheim 
Community bar, where we were met by our new Sqn Comd Maj Iain 
Dunning and took a well earned rest. Never a troop to look back, we 
talked eagerly of a possible repeat adventure next year but not until 
FofS Woolaston finds an improved suspension system for the bikes 
and for that matter the canoes too. 

Our aim was achieved and a total of over 7000 OM was raised and 
forwarded to RAF Wegberg. Our collective thanks go out to all those 
who donated, sponsored and helped us. 

t SQUADRON, 
PERSONALITIES 
Sqn Comd Maj N. J. H. Naylor 
21C Capt P. J. Welch 
Tfc Offr Maj R. W. Mansfield MBE, SRO Capt R. Clay, Tp Comd 
Lt A. J. Clewlow, SSM W02 (SSM) Wright-Jones. 

DELTA TROOP 
BA TIING ORDER 
Tp WO W02 Ellis Page 
Tp SSgt SSgt Billy Chestnut 
Tp Sgt Sgt Sav Phillips, Tp Cpl Cpl Stonx Sarginson. 
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COMINGS AND GOING 
Well it's hello to W02 Ellis Page from Berlin, SSgt Billy Chestnut 

from Bravo Tp. Cpls Stonx Sarginson and Seb Coe and fina lly LCpl 
John Perry and Sig Bungle Bryan. We hope you and your fami lies 
enjoy your time on the troop . Sadly, we have to say goodbye to SSgt 
Chris Moye and his family off up the road, goodbye to LCpl Eddie 
Gammange and FI and LCpls Si Nowell and John Fitzsimmons. 

SPORT 
It's been quite a busy time for troop sporting fixitures with the 

Lions Trophy, Inter Troop hockey, orienteering and several 'friendly' 
football matches. One of the more notable games being against 
Charlie Tp who collapsed under the pressure of a storming Delta Tp 
side, Delta Tp winning 6- 2. At the time of going to press, Sig 
'Bungle' Bryan is busy shaping up himself as well as the Troop Rugby 
Sevens Team, ready to take on the rest of the Regiment and hopefully 
shell a few more trophies. 

ROYAL SIGNALS BADMI 'TON CHAMPIONSHIPS 1991-1992 
Report by LCpl P . Merchant 

This years Corps Badminton Championships were held at 2 Inf Div 
and Sig Regt from 25 to 28 October. With the 60 or so entries, it 
promised the biggest and best competition the Corps has seen for a 
good many years. 

Although the competition was held in the UK, a large contingent 
from BAOR were in attendance, approximately 15 or so BAOR 
ervicemen in all. We were in fact, to find out that the majority of the 

Jilverware on offer was to be taken back across the channel to be 
p oudly displayed in a few of the overseas RHQ Trophy cabinets. 

I myself, was involved in two of the finals of the competition, the 
men· unit doubles and the mens singles. Along with LCpl Ball-my 
doubles partner, we were successful in winning the unit doubles, 
which presented us with the biggest trophy of the competition. The 
trophy is now in 13 Sig Regt's Trophy Room. 

Unfortunately, 1 was unable to obtain the title that also eluded me 
last year with defeat in the mens singles by Sig S. Pengelly (16 Sig 
Regt) who proved to be a little too strong and maybe more relaxed in 
the heat of the big moment. Nevertheless, both LCpl Ball and myself 
impressed the hierachy sufficiently to gain our places in the Corps 
Team, playing in the BAOR Inter-Corps Competition on 2 November 
in Bielefeld . 

Overall, it proved a very successful and enjoyable tournament, and 
many thanks go to Maj P . McGougblin and YofS Williams for all of 
the organisation and preparation which goes into a first class 
tournament such as this. 

Our thanks also to Sgt Graham Kendal (21 Sig Regt) for agreeing 
to let us travel with his team to the UK, it was much appreciated. 

EXERCISE CROSSBOW 91 
The Regiment entered two teams in Ex Crossbow 91 , the RCZ 

military skills competition, which took place in the Dusseldorf area 
last September. It comprised 27 exacting stands that were comp_le!ed 
over a five day period. The men's team was led by the ever willing 
Capt Phil Brown ably supported by Sgt Andy Marchant. Whilst the 
team fi nished 8th overall out of 24, they did score well on a number 
of stands. LCpl Tim Chapman was so determined to win that he left 
everybody behind carrying the log on his shoulders._ It was a good start 
with maximum points . The team also scored the highest marks when 
a booby trapped path had to be negotiated whilst carrying an out play 
leader on a stretcher. As LCpls Clive Harding (RPC) and 'Merch ' 
Merchant can testify, stretcher bearing is not as easy option. Cpl 
'Dags' Dagnall demonstrated complete dexterity by reassemb~ng 
several foreign weapons from a pile of parts. Full marks for cunm_ng 
went to LCpl ' Mac' McCallum during the enemy phase of the paint 
ball event. He casually shot three would be hostage resc_uers in the 
back at point blank range as they prepare~ to .n:iake ~he ftna! assa~lt 
on the enemy hide. Cpl Andy Mace (RE) JUS~i fied his selectton w~th 
a dashing display of reef knots, raft construction and roly poly whilst 
searching an injured enemy infiltrator . 

The women's team, led by 2Lt Sue Roberts, suffe_red an early set 
back by losing LCpl Sandra Rowley who dropped~ railway sle_eper on 
her foot. She was last seen hopping back to Birge!en. Th_is team 
finished third out of five women's teams despite taktng the 
Commander RCZ for an extra long walk through . the woods on the 
final day. . . . 

It was an exhausting but enjoyable week in which everyone learned 
a great deal. Volunteers for next year' s competition should start 
applying now! 

EXERCISE DECI BRAT TREKKING IN CORSICA . . 
With high hopes of two gloriously warm weeks, ~r~kktng in the 

rugged mountains of Corsica, an eight man expeditton from the 

THE WIRE, FEBRUARY 1992 

Regiment left RAF Wildenrath on 8 October 1991. Capt Phil Bro~ n 
volunteered to lead the expedition at sh•Jrt notice, after the original 
organiser, Lt Adrian Clewlow, was forced to drop out through injury, 
The leader was very ably supported and a sisted by Cpl Paul Gittins 
fresh from his summer UEL course. 

Seventy two hours later, the team left the railway statton at 
Vizzavona. After only two hours into the trek it started to rain. 
Fortunately LCpl Mark Wootton had already expended three rolls of 
fil m of sun drenched campsites to convince us all later that it really 
had not been that bad . 

The end of the first day saw the team trudge into Refuge L'Onda 
only seconds before last light and minutes before the heaven really 
opened. Three Corsican hunters demonstrated the local talent for 
holding three separate conversations simultaneously "Whilst gambling 
the night away playing poker. With mumbles of 'it's only six hours to 
the next hut', the team embarked on the next stage during a rare break 
in the rain. 

It was becoming increasingly obvious that Pte ' Josie the Para' 
Taylor was more than capable of trai lblazing. One felt she could have 
carried two rucksacks without being affected, although she never 
volunteered. T he final two hours of steep ascent to Refuge Pietra 
Piana were painful and demoralising but when the hut came into view, 
it was a welcome sight indeed. With the night well established a 
different noise could be heard , that of children's excited chatter. The 
local gendarmarie had brought up 15 cheerfu l cubs from a nearby 
road head for the weekend. Jealously we looked on as they devoured 
large quantitites of food that had been flown up in a helicopter the 
previous day. It did provide the perfect opportunity f~r ~Cpl ·~al ' 
Vallance to practise his Corsican French, and further his fnendsh1ps. 
These were firmly sealed by LCpl Karen Peberday who e French
Geordie accent completely bewildered the gendarmarie. 

The team of Ex Deci Brat in Bonifacio before the trek 

Still another five hours of slipping, scrambling but mostly 
ascending before reaching the high point for the day. The team had 
experienced thunder, lightning, sleet, hail, snow, wind and driving 
rain-so much for the breathtaking views. 

Refuge Manganu was reached two hours lat~r having dropp~d 
below the cloud base only for the team to enter into more turmoil, 
because bunk space was at a premium. The hut lies at the cros. road 
of two major treks and an abundance of Germans who were doing an 
East to West traverse of the country were beginning to arrive. Cpl 
Paul Gittins demonstrated his tenacity in defending the hut attic with 
LCpl Andy Knowles putting his solid frame to good use by blocking 
the steps to all potential trespasser . . . . . . 

A promise of an improvement to con~uions failed to. matenah~e as 
the rain continued to dampen everyone s re olve and it was decided 
to abandon an attempt on Monte Cinto, the highest point in the 
Island. Instead we diverted to Corte in the east , ome two days 
trekking away. Unfortunately the fir t days attempt was _thw~rted by 
high river crossing . Even the pr pect of clothes shopping m Corte 
was not enough to tempt the noru1ally fearless LCpl Tony Oake to 
wade through the rapidly expandiP.g rivers at chest height. It was back 
to the hut to resecure the bunk paces for another night. 

The skie had cleared and the overnight water levels had dropped 
when the team restarted their trek. Corte had to be reached that day 
as food supplies had all but run out. Alas, the swift progre ea~twards 
was delayed by 90 minute when LCpl Karen Peberday decided to 
conduct her own 'parallel' expedition . ~he, inadvertently, follow~d an 
alternative route well away from the !me of de cent. The remainder 
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of the day wa spent following the spe"tacular Tavignano gorge to it 
conclu ion in Corte. It had been a long foot sore trek and everyone 
w lcomed the home made Corsican soup at the camp site that evening. 
Although the trekking pha e had been relatively short, every day had 
been hard and never without drama. 

After a brief stop in Bonifado, the team headed south to the BAOR 
Expedition Base in Sardinia . Some top rope and abseiling was 
conducted in an area clo e to the villa to fini b the expedition . It had 
been a relatively simple and happy expedition in which everyone had 
learned a great deal and acquired a real sense of achievement. 

ORIENTEERING 
November was a busy and successful time for the new look 

Regimental team with three major competitions in succe sive weeks. 
The I (BR) Corps Relays held in the Herner area on 2 November 
proved to be good preparation for the events to follow. All cours7 
were phy ically demanding and very hilly unlike those encountered m 
the RCZ League. The team of Capt Steve Turnock, WOl Dougie 
Bri co, Sgts Andy Jensen and Phil Mathews performed well to ecure 
11th place from 66 teams and 3rd guest team. 

The full team took the Corps Championships by storm a week later. 
The competition was held in the Iserlohn area in conjunction with the 
RA Championships and comprised an individual and relay event. One 
di qualification by any team member would compromise the whole 
team's efforts. 

Both teams, managed by Sgt Phil Mathews, were determined to 
hang on to the championship titles won the previous year, but with 
different runners. otable achievements by Capt Phil Brown who 
beat his former team mate Maj Nick Bateson by five seconds to clinch 
the r121 class title and become the individual Corps (BAOR) 
Champion. WPte Fiona Brotherton was second in the W21 class, Maj 
Peter Williams was delighted with second place in the M40 class and 
SSgt 'Yogi' Yeomans secured third place in the M35 class. 

The second day provided an exciting climax between the two leading 
team in the men's competition . Despite carrying a 13 minute lead 
from day one, over Rheindahlen Signals, the Regimental team were 
actually trailing by three minutes overall at the half way stage of the 
relays . However, Sgt Dave Devine, newly arrived and SSgt Harry 
Butland pulled the team back into a four minute lead. It was all on 
the last leg runners and WOl Dougie Brisco and Capt Steve Turnock 
produced steady performance lo maintain the lead and win the 
championships. 

The women's team clinched first place in both the women's Corps 
competition a11d the RA event as well. 

A weakened team travelled to the Soltau area to compete in the 
delayed BAOR/ Army Championship the follow ing week . In complete 
contrast to the previous event, the courses were relatively Oat and 
suited the good runners, unfortunately they had been detained in 
Birgelen. The women's team who were doing their best to retain the 
title went into the relays on day two with an 80 minute lead. Such an 
advantage was almost reduced to nothing as succes ive disasters befell 
the girls . With finger nails well chewed it was a great relief for all team 
members to see WPte Fiona Brotherton emerge from the final control 
on the last leg. The women's team were the Army Champions with a 
few minutes to spare. 

The men's team were experiencing similar difficulties in the relays, 
Sgt Phil Mathews wished he had stayed in the luxurious Rheinselen 
Camp for the day, after he ran straight past control one and took a 
further 10 minutes before relocating . However, reasonable runs from 
the new boy SSgt Ian Trask and not so new WOl Dougie Brisco pulled 
the men's team into 6th place in BAOR and 12th in the Army's . 

The final day was a chance for individual glory. It became obvious 
that W02 Steve Maddison had been reserving his energy because he 
produced a very notable run on the M2 1 course. It was the 
culmination of an intense two weeks of orienteering in which the 
teams retained their titles and the new members gained a great deal of 
experience. It must have been the new suits! 

' Rov~·~ri c~rnrnuQT tt~uo;•r; 
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GCHQ requires experienced Radio Officers. If you ore coming to the end of your 
time in the Services and ore scheduled for discharge in the next 1 2 months ond ore 
looking for a career which will build on the training you hove received, contact 
GCHQ. We require skilled ond motivated staff, with o high sense of purpose, lo 
study our communications across the whole spectrum, from DC to light. To qualify 
you require a minimum of 2 years recent and relevant radio operating experience . 
We would prefer you lo be capable of reading morse of 20 wpm, but ii not. full 
training will be given at our Training School. 

For candidates without experience~ yov need to hold one of the following qualifications: 

BTEC N otional Diploma (or HNC/HN D) in o Telecommunications, Electronics 
Eng ineering or similar discipline.City and Guilds 777 (advanced level) or other 
quolilicohoM incorporating morse skills would be advantageous. but not essential. 
MRGC or equivalent Radio Operating Certificate. 

Age limit for experienced Radio Officers 18.45. 
Age limit for cond1dotes who do not possess the full range of s ills 18·40. 

W hen your training is completed you con look forward lo: 

• Good career prospects • Competitive salaries (reviewed annually) 
• Varied work (oppor1unilies for moves,within the UK and overseas) 

• Generous leave allowance • Job Security • Non<ontributory Pension Scheme 

Training period: Between 29 and 5 2 weeks (depending on background and 
experience!. Salary alter training (over 5 years) £14. 792-£21 .503 wrth prospects for 
further promotions. Salaries include an allowance for shift and weekend working 

GCHO Is an equal opportunity employer 
APPLICANTS MUST BE BRITISH NATIONALS 

Fo• further 1nformabon and apphcauon form contael . 
Recruitment Ofhce. Room N 11 08, GCHO Priors Road. Chellenham. 
Glos. GL52 SAJ or telephone (0242) 232912 or 232913 ····==··...... :::-

•••••••••• 
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14 Sig Regt (EW) 

BFPO 23 

I SQUADRON 
PERSONALITIES 
Sqn Comd Maj Steve Turpin 
21C Capt John Stuart 
SSM W02 (SSM) Phil Abbott, YofS SSgt (YofS) 'Monty 
Montgomery, FofS SSgt (FofS) Chris Tyson, SQMS SSgt (SQMS) 
Grant Pocock, W Tp ComdLt Claire Holdsworth X Tp Comd Lt 
Richard Spencer, Y Tp Comd 2Lt Ben Kite. ' 

For those of you that have worked in a I Sqn intercept complex and 
who ~ere to go down to the woods today you would be in for a big 
surprise. No longer does the Squadron operate from six archaic, 
obsolete one tonne Landrovers carrying overladen trailers backed up 
by an assortment of admin Bedfords to set up a complex with a huge 
'cathedral' tent and an even huger cam net. Instead the complex is 
neat } compacted into five AFV series 3 armoured vehicles all of 
which are self contained and operate as individual detachme~ts. 

Following deployment on 'Certain Shield ' many of the Squadron 
were cajoled, bullied or some (hard to believe!) volunteered to 
participate in the Regiment's unique 'E~<:ape and Evasion' Ex Sweaty 
Palm. 

We had some notable successes, winning awards for the best fed 
person during the 'running' phase- Cpl Martin Duffy-and the most 
caught runner- Lt Claire Holdsworth. 

Members of the Squadron visited Gloucester on Remembrance 
Sunday to commemorate the Regiment's ' Freedom Of The City', 
granted 25 years ago . 

The Squadron was hosted extremely well by the City of Gloucester, 
a supper party by the Mayor at which the Master of Signals was 
present. The Squadron presented the City with a print depicting 14 Sig 
Regt in the Gulf which will go on permanent display together with the 
Ensign flown by HMS Gloucester during the conflict. 

On Remembrance Sunday wreaths were laid at the Cenotaph. In the 
afternoon there was a service in Gloucester Cathedral, the Squadron 
led the parade through the city, marching with bayonets fixed . Col 
(Reid) Derek Emley OBE, CO of the Regiment when it received the 
Freedom of the City, witnessed the March Past. 

The Squadron said farewell to Comd Comms, Brig M. G. Taylor 
MBE, which it did by depicting the history of the Regiment using 
light-hearted skits and was a reminder of events of the past two years. 

Goodbyes have been said to Capt John Stuart, Lt Nick Mutter and 
Cpls 'JJ' Walker, 'Kev' Jones and Dave Longfield. We welcome the 
new 21C, Capt John Gillespie who has proved already that the 
tradition of I Sqn's hard working 21Cs will continue, by booking 
himself on a month's skiing. 

2SQUADRON 
PERSONALITIES 
Sqn Comd Maj John Gale 
21C Capt Dave McCreath 
SSM W02 (SSM) Dave Toon. 

Farewell to SQMS SSgt Nidge Barnett and his wi feLucy. Welcomes 
to W02 mark Dixon and his wife Karen and SSgt Al Balderstone and 
his wife Sally. 

ROMEO TROOP 
Tp Comd Capt Freeman 
OPSWO W02 Cas Hayes, Tp SSgt SSgt Eric Clee, Tp Sgt Sgt Pat 
Sutton. 

Our annual visit to our friends in Denmark took place in 
September. This time we were there to take part in the NATO exercise 
Action Express. Parasols were exchanged for green net-like things and 
the parabolic dish on our vehicles was not to be used as the Det Wok! 

The first couple of days were spent on kit checks, culminating with 
a footy match against a half-hearted Danish side (including some of 
the Danish woman soldiers!). This was followed by a barbecue. 

Work started the next day, where close liaison, and hard work led 
to successes for the Troop and mutual admiration between the two 
EW units. We admired especially the Danish ability to avoid all mean 
of detection by simply placing a white cross on all their detachments, 
which eemed to work far better than our green net-like things! 

At the end of the exercise, we all congregated in one of the Dani h 
camps for a return match . The side seemed to have changed. Their 
Captain's second name was Laudrup (never heard of him?) the 
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woman had returned home and the Dani~h National goall..eeper had 
tur~ed up for a kick-around ! Yes, you've guessed it, we lost. ·o hard 
feelings, though, as we settled down in the evening for another get
together, and another barbecue, and another sore head in the 
morning! 

Danish Sgt Mjr giving the OPSWO some handy markmanship 
pri nciples 'Cas! for ze lasht t ime, take your hand from zhere, 

you're stopping my breathing!' 

KILO TROOP 
Tp Comd Capt Mark Finneran 
2IC W02 Mark Dickson 
Tp Sgts Sgts Mick Wray, Den Morris, Andy Evans. 

The troop undertook one exercise in November, Ex Taurus Canter. 
This was an exerci e at Soltau in support of 4 Bde adeptly run by Sgt 
Mick Wray. 

In December, W02 Mark Dickson from Toowoomba in 
Queensland arrived . He is an Australian officer, on exchange. We 
wish him, his wife Karen, and their two children a happy tour. Other 
new members of the Troop are Sgt Andy Evans, and Sig Tony Marsh, 
John O'Keefe, Steve Martin and Steve Knight. W02 Keith Baker 
departs for the dizzy heights of Block 21 prior to the UK. Our 
commiserations go to SSgt Steve Bame in Bavaria as skiing instructor 
until April 1992! 

VICTOR TROOP 
Tp Comd Capt M. Finneran 
21C W02 G. Dewar 
Tp SSgt SSgt A. Campbell. 

Not a great deal of excitement these last few months, with most of 
the time spent in routine mechanical and technical maintenance of 
troop vehicles and equipment, with the exception of the visit of our 
Colonel in Chief, which, despite being a cold day, the visit was 
appreciated by all. 

The Troop congratulate the following on their :ecent selection for 
promotion Sgts Reed-Forrester and 'ewton-Roberts and LCpl oon 
to be Cpl 'Cam' Logan. 

FAREWELLS 
We say farewell and bon voyage to gt Reed-Forrester and his wife 

Mary Jane and wish them well in sunny Cyprus, and Cpl ' Dinus' 
Pearce to 4 Sqn, in the Gymnasium. 

HELLOS 
The Troop welcomes Cpl 'H' Lloyd and his ~" ife Donna, ig Moss, 

Montieth, Barker and Trotter and hope that you all have an 
intere ting and enjoyable tour. 
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3 Q ADRO 
PER 0 ALITIES 

qn Comd Maj Bernie Hewitt 
2IC Lt Murray Coleman 
SSM W02 ( M) Mal Gt> r, Comm Tp Comd W02 (YofS) Bryan 
Pritchard, Comd RCP TP 2Lt Rob Whelan, SQMS SSgt (SQM 
Da' Davidson. 

EXER I E WEATY PALM 91 
It was Ex Sweaty Palm again, the annual Regimental escape and 

eva ion ercise. It wa to be run this year by 3 Sqn, who had 
organi ed everything in total secrecy, thanks to SSgts Dave Butler and 
Tam Malley. . 

At 0800 hrs on that morning everyone who had been nominated to 
run, including five French Commando Instructo.rs and. three 
American Forces personnel (unfortunately the Amen~!ls failed to 
finish the exercise due to injuries), departed on the trainmg phase at 
Langeleben, where forgouen ~kills s~ch as navigation and map 
reading were re-taught. Dunng th1 ph_ase .the French. gave 
demonstrations on Unarmed Combat and Disposing of Sentnes. 

On the Friday everyone moved to an area just ~onh of Si~gen, to 
start the field training phase where they were instructed in such 
survival techniques as constructing cooking toves and in obtaining 
food from the land. During this phase the students were expected to 
live off the land and were only given assistance in the most extreme 
case . . 

Sunday saw the final phase of the exercise, where all ru_nners (wluch 
included two females Lt Claire Hold worth and 2Lt Alison Angus), 
were searched for a s~ond time prior to release on the running phase. 
Runners were released in five man ections, and each person given a 
survival tin and a clean pair of battle dres . All runners were released 
by 1230 hrs and by 1600 hrs the fust reports of captures were being 
received. 

5 Man section on Ex Sweaty Palm. 
(le~ to Right}: Sgt Dave Crashley, Sig Tel Forbes, SSgt Grant 

Pocock, 2Lt Andy Chessum and LCpl Mac Mclean REME 

The Hunter Force was carried out by the local Infantry Battalion, 
2 R Anglian, who had stated that they had every intention of 'bagging' 
every runner at least once. 

All runners captured were processed and re-inserted on to the 
exercise within six hours by SSM Mal Geer or SSgt Scotty Sherrard, 
all they were given was the grid reference of the next RV where a 
partisan was waiting for them. The partisans were actively played by 
SSgts Paddy Shells, Stitch Woolard, Sgts Gareth Hicks, Geordie 
Usher and Cpl 'Kenny' Kennedy. There was a total of five RVs each 
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night; the runners had to make one of them . To give the partisans a 
more enjoyable role, they were also made pro.ne to capture, so were 
fair game for the Hunter Forces ':"ho had six OPs and numerous 
patrols on the ground at any one time. 

The fact should be mentioned at this point that of the 100 or so 
runners, approximate!~ a quarter were not caught and made all the 
RVs. An excellent achievement. . 

The culmination of the exercise was a 60ft rope descent which ail 
runners completed· once everyone was accounted for the exercise fo r 
most was declared 'over. However, for those specially selected , 12 hrs 
of interrogation and de-briefings followed. All in a ll thi was an 
exhilarating exercise. 

MT TROOP 
PERSONALITIES 
MTWO W02 Bird 
Troop SSgt SSgt Gilbert, BFG, Dvr Trg and POL SSgt Billy Barnett, 
Tp Admin Sgt Sgt Steve Cooper, Details SNCO Sgt Steve Bowley. 

The Troop took part in Ex Sweaty Palm, Cpl Phil Hay and LCpl 
Bob Kirby were the runners . They devised so.me unusua~ ~ays to avoid 
capture and returned looking slimmer but in go~d. spmt. . . 

'Sweaty Palm' over, the serious b~si!less of servicing a11:d inspecllon 
the Regiment's vehicles was the pnonty of th~ day . 1:h1s was made 
more interesting with the news of a PRE being earned out by an 
outside unit, and a visit by HRH The Princess Royal GCVO, our 
Colonel-in-Chief. 

In the months just passed , we have said a fond farewell to our 
MTWO W02 Gordon Townsley who has gone to Harrogate. 

Shonly to leave is Cpl Mark Gibson, who is going to Blandford. We 
wish him his wife Paula, and his children all the best for the future. 

On the' 'arrivals' front, we welcome W02 Al Bird our new MTWO 
(guess his nickname) and Sig Julian James from Northern Irelan?. 

Al o, soon to be back in the fold is Sig Taff Howarth returmng 
from Sardinia and LCpl Al Mott from BATUS. 

Congratulations to Cpl Dave McKinnel and his wife on the birth of 
their daughter and to Cpl Bob Kirby on his recent promotion. 

LCpl Jimmy Marshall and LCpl Brummie Haynes are on a Post 
NCOs course at Dusseldorf. When they return, the boss will decide 
who will take over from our current 'Postie' LCpl Millie Millington. 
Milly can then get down to some serious MT work and leave either 
Jimmy or Brummie as capable ' Postman Pat' replacements . 

There is no truth in the rumour that we are shortly to be renamed 
'Pickfords Troop', just because we have moved our offices within the 
MT building no less than six times in as many months . 

To end on a lighter note, have you heard the story of two members 
of the Troop who, whi lst travelling back from 'Sweaty Palm' r~n out 
of fuel? Nothing too bad about that I hear you say, the fact 1s they 
were travelling in the UBRE at the time. 

TM TROOP 
PERSONALITIES 
Tp Comd Capt G. A. Y. West 
FofS WOl (FofS) D. M. Gunn 
Tp SSgt SSgt N. (MC) Widdup . 

New faces are regularly appearing, and old ones disappearing, the 
latest changes are, farewell to SSgt Mick Laybourne and family to 15 
Sig Regt and Cpl Jamie Chamber and Marie to 70 Sig Sqn (V) . 

Welcome to SSgt Neil Widdup and family, Cpl George Amos and 
family, Cpl Ian Travers and family, Cpl Daz Bailey and LCpl Paul 
Howlett. 

We bid farewell to the following: WOl Bob Crockart and his wife 
Kath, leave for the last six months in UK after 22 years service, most 
of it in Germany. Best wishes and good luck for civvy street. Capt 
Cliff Davey and Marie leave for sunnier climes in Belize. W02 Barry 
Hartshorn, Jan and family head back to the southern hemisphere 
after two years of trying to teach us 'Porns' how to talk properly. Capt 
Robin Clapp and Ann-Marie leave behind them an extremely busy and 
hectic tour as Tech Adjt. We hope life slows down a bit for you 
Robin. Best of luck goes to all. 
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HQ QUADRON 
PERSONALITIES 

16 Sig Regt 
BFPO 35 

Sqn Comd Maj R. Bates 
2IC Capt T . Ponton 
SSM W02 (SSM) Tedby, Clerk Pte Gorton. 

Capt Tom Ponton has now got over the effects of wearing three 
hats and has taken on the role of OIC Football as well. 

FAREWELL 
On Thursday 31 October the Regiment and, in particular, HQ Sqn 

said farewell to Mr Ron Thurgood after serving and working for the 
Army for the past 47 years. 

Ron enlisted in the Duke of Wellington's Regiment in 1944, 
ran ferring to the Royal Engineers the following year. In 1966 Ron 

transferred again, this time to the Royal Corps of Transport. In 1971 
Ron was Chief Clerk in Bradbury Barracks, SSO Department, finally 
retiring from the Army in 1981. 

He immediately took up the post of Administration Assistant in the 
Unit Admin Office. Although retired, Ron is a regular visitor and a 
ltfe member of the Warrant Officers' and Sergeants' Mess. 

Co Lt Col A. H. G. Elford bidding Mr Ron Thurgood farewell 

LS & GC PRESENTATION 
After a hectic tour of the Regiment Comd Corns Maj Gen J. 0. C. 

Alexander presented LS & GC Medals to W02 (SSM) B. J. Spiers, 
SSgt S. R. Stevenson, Sgt M. R. Bahado and SSgt P. Edwards. 

L to R: W02 (SSM) B. J. Spiers, SSgt S. R. Stevenson, Sgt M. 
R. Bahado and SSgt P. Edwards 
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FINANCIAL PLANNING 
ITS PURPOSE is to make the best use of Income. Capital 
and other Assets, to prepare the way for the individual to 
achieve financial aims. These may include: 

FINANCIAL PROTECTION 

FI A CIAL SECURITY 

-against the effects of 
possessions being lost or 
damaged. 
-for present or future 
dependants. 
-immediately or in the future . HOUSE PURCHASE 

EDUCATION EXPENSES 
COMFORTABLE RETIREMENT 

- for present or future children. 

TRANSFER OF ASSETS 

-based on an adequate 
continuing income backed up 
by an adequate capital reserve 
-to the next generation. 

WE ADVISE on the use of savings from income, the 
investment of capital , the u e of other assets where applicable, 
insurance against ill health and the insurance of possessions. 
We help clients to lay the foundations of sound plans, to 
develop existing plans and keep them up to date, and then to 
make the best use of resources when the time comes to meet 
commitments. 

GOOD INFORMATION is the basis of sound planning. The 
more clients take us into their confidence the better we can 
assist them. Please let us have full details of existing resources, 
your ability to save, and any expectations. Please also tell us 
all you can about commitments with which you expect to have 
to cope. We, of course, treat all such information as 
confidential. 

AN EARLY START helps, and we will be pleased to assist 
you however modest your resources may be now. If you have 
existing arrangements which may need developing, the sooner 
you refer them to us, the more help we are likely to be able 
to give you. 

OUR ADVICE is free and does not commit you to any action: 
we only ask that any arrangements you decide to make be 
made through us . It is based on over 42 years of examining 
clients' problems, analysing them and advising on them. It is 
not delivered by persuasive salesmen, but is given in writing 
for you to study. at your leisure. 

ARE YOU MAKING THE BEST USE OF YOUR 
INCOME AND OTHER ASSETS? 

WE ARE AS CLOSE TO YOU AS THE NEAREST POST 
BOX OF TELEPHONE. 

LET US SHOW YOU HOW GOOD PLAN I G CAN 
HELP YOU. 

R. T. WILLIAMS LTD. 
PRINCE ALBERT HOUSE, 58 SHIP STREET, 

BRIGHTON, BNI IDE 
Telephone: (0273) 28181/5 ,.... 

. . 

Not all the service adverti ed here are regulated by the 
Financial Services Act 1986 and the rule made for the 
protection of investors by that Act will not apply to them. 
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I TER QN NOVICE GRADE 3 BOXING COMPETITION 
b' 'Ari")' 
·This eason's boxing preparations, started in early August; the aim 

wa to build a team to compete in the RCZ Finals and go on to 
compete in the BAOR Army Finals. A record number competed in the 
preliminary rounds, held in the Wildenrath Gymnasium on 27 
October 1991. Each quadron managed to submit a full team list, 
however, the shadow of the Michael Watts affair hangs heavily over 
boxing, and it was difficult to find a willing doctor. With 15 bouts Lo 
fit in the preliminaries became something of a meat-factory. After an 
excellent two and a half hours of sport, the contenders for the finals 
were chosen. 'The Big Fight Night' was held on 25 October 1991 in 
the Wildenrath Gym. Guest of Honour for the evening was Col P. E. 
A. Chaddock, Comd 4 Sig Gp. The atmosphere was electric and it was 
an evening of superlative boxing. The final result was decided on the 
last bout, a welter weight contest between HQ and 2 Sqn, which was 
in the opinion of this correspondent, the officials and audience, lo 
have been one of the best fights seen for a long time. The CO Lt Col 
H. H. Ham, presented the prize to the winners and losers, after 
praising them for their heroic efforts; the first prize going to 4 Sqn 
who won by one point. 

THE RHQ OPEN GOLF COMPETITION 
The RHQ Open, or as some have called it, the RHQ Closed, took 

place on a rather chilly November day at RAF Wildenrath golf course. 
The majority of people from RHQ were complete novices, they 

were organised into teams captained by an experienced golfer who 
shepherded them gently round the course. Everyone had come 
prepared with a variety of sticks, bats and clubs, plus refreshments to 
bolster confidence where skill was lacking. 

At the first hole Cpl Crayford looked perplexed as to why after 
several swipes the ball remained firmly on its tee - after finally 
dislodging the ball he commented 'my swing is much better on 
computer golf!' 

As an experienced golfer Maj Griffiths guided his team safely to the 
5th tee without any serious mishap. Once at the 5th tee, after advising 
each team member where to aim to avoid the water hazards he drew 
on his vast experience as a seasoned golfer took his own advice and 
confidently drove his ball into the water! 

The team, led by C pl Owen, had quite an eventful round with Cpl 
Coaker showing great enthusiasm with his numerous practice swings 
dislodging large divots of earth. Should you need a trench dug-he's 
your man! 

At the end of an enjoyable day Lt Col Ham's team were the 
eventual winners and each received a 'gong' presented Mrs Ham to 
commemorate the unforgettable experience. The prize for best dressed 
golfer was won by Sgt Pritchard , a member of the CO's team, who 
in his plus fours and ewcastle United sweater was successful in being 
a distraction to tlre other teams (his only contribution of the day) . 

Cpl Crayford with the Chief Clerk preparing to duck 
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TRAINING WING 
PERSONALITIES 
QC Maj Fairley 
SSM W02 (SSM) Ireland 
SSgt Beeley, Sgts Hope, Gardner, Cpls Horobin, Underwood and 
Murray. 

81 SIG SQN (V) 
BASIC RECRUIT COURSE NO 1 
by Cpl Horobin 

Additional staff: LCpl Woodward APTI 21 Sig Regt, SSgt Rodger 
81 Sig Sqn (V), Sgt Burgess 11 Sig Regt and Cpl Harrison 81 Sig Sqn 
(V). 

21 Sig Regt were asked to train the latest recruits of 81 Sig Sqn (V). 
They arrived on 29 September 1991. For the next two weeks they were 
ours! a fact that took a bit of convincing. Week one started that very 
Sunday and was packed with al! the usual things one would expect in 
a recruit's training: bed blocks, locker layouts, drill , physical training, 
first aid, map reading, NBC, fieldcraft and, not forgetting, weapon 
training. Every night there were jobs to do, bulling boots and most 
important of all cleaning the block up for inspections by Sgt Gardner 
who proved a very nice man! The usual melee of marching in different 
directions was achieved in double quick time; Sig Barratt proved us 
all wrong-a puppet can march without strings attached . Physical 
training was something they had heard of from their friends; they did 

The Pass Off Parade 

not enjoy it too much but you are not supposed to! Getting up at 0600 
hrs, was not popular, in order to be ready for 0700 PT parade. Sig 
Kenyon's stomach did situps, however, he did not! Most periods went 
well; there was a lot to assimilate in a very short space of time. 
Thursday 3 October was the day of their saluting test. Capt Miller 
assisted us by taking the salutes. The recruits had to answer questions 
on the Corps. Pte Brittain took it upon himself to call the RSM 
'Sergeant'! Friday was range day and having only completed a week 
on weapon training, the shooting was of a very high standard. Sig 
Kenyon, Williams and Cotterell shot particularly well. Saturday was a 
day off, a day, they thoroughly enjoyed . A visit to Monchengladbach 
and an introduction to German beer. Next, briefing for Ex First 
Hurdle whiGh was to last until Wednesday. Plans were drawn up by 
Sgt Bob Hope and a briefing was given in his absence. The exercise 
covered every aspect of fieldcraft; basha building, pyrotechnics, map 
reading, patrols, etc. The map reading proved to be the most fun, 
operating in pairs, they were given grids which, when located would 
spell a word. After cleaning up the recruits prepared for Thursday's 
practice Pass off Parade and their final tests. Lt Col H am , CO 21 Sig 
Regt, took the salute and inspected the parade. The parade went well. 
The TA Pass off Parade is different in that they wear combats, and 
after the Pass Off they go straight into the Inter Section competition; 
this was to be a stretcher race with tests on the way. I had promised 
my section that we would win and we did, Cpl Underwood 's team 
would have stood more chance if they had not allowed him to lie on 
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the stretcher during the race! Lt Col Ham congratulated them all and 
stated that the learning did not end there. The two weeks were over 
much to their relief, so on to the best part: the party at which Lt coi 
Ham was guest of honour. Presentations were made to Sig Doyle as 
top .r~cruit ~nd Cook as best shot. 1t should go on record that that 
Tram!ng _W1~g was completely outdone by the sketch given by the 
n::cru1ts, 1s Sag Welch the protege of Sgt Gardner? Everyone enjoyed 
the ~arty. A special f!lention must go to SSgt Rodger and Cpl 
Hamson who worked tirelessly on the recruits behalf· also thanks to 
Sgt Burgess from 11 Sig Regt for his help to the Wi~g. Sig Shemilt 
unfortunate!¥,. sustained an injury early on the course, however, h~ 
was able to sit m on most lessons and scored well on the written tests . 
On behalf of the Training Wing we would like to wish the recruits all 
the best in their future quest in the TA. 

lSQUADRON 
TN 037 
PERSONALITIES 
Tp Comd f,t Sue Goodwin 
SSgt SSgt Andy Trivett 
RR gt Sgt Calvin Lambert, Techs Sgts Nigel Blair, Pete Laird. 

Notable events include the birth of daughter Charlotte to Sig and 
Mrs Barlow-many congratulations. Sig Bostock has sewn on his 
tape. 

LCpl A very has managed to convince White Helmets that they need 
him. 
. Sig Elsdon, Maxwell and McGair went to Norway to learn to ski in 

time for. the Corps Championships in January. Sig Goosey has 
temporanly abscondc:;d with TN 039 to Sardinia and Corsica. 
Meanwhile the remainder of the troop are getting on with the more 
mundane routine tasks of servicing and PRE's. 

TN 039 
PERSONALITIES 
Tp Comd Lt Maria Staples 
SSgt SSgt Malcolm Kennedy 
RR Sgt Sgt Paul Haynes, Sys Sgt Sgt Colin East, Tech Sgt Sgt Paul 
Choules. 

On the departures front a belated goodbye to Cpl (now Sgt) 
'Scouse' Curlett who has gone to Harrogate, Cpl 'Scouse' Cawson to 
4 Armd Div and Cpl Steve Chopping (now Mr) who has made the 
break into civvy street. Cross postings in the Regiment have seen us 
say goodbye to Sig Myles Johnson who has moved to 4 Sqn and to 
Sgt Stan Haynes to HQ Sqn. We hope constable Haynes will be very 
happy in his new chair and we hope that his new job away from the 
runway doesn't affect his plane spotting too much. 

Arrivals include belated hellos to Cpl Steve Mitchell who has joined 
us from Harrogate, Sig (now LCpl) 'Tiny' Rowlands on temporary 
loan from HQ Sqn and Cpl Pete (Tele Op Tracksuit) Curtis cross 
posted from TN 037. 

Recent promotions have seen LCpls Arthur Fowler and Pete 
Paterson promoted to Corporal. 

Exciting events in our calendar, seven members of the troop are 
currently adventure training in Corsica, led by Lt Maria Staples and 
SSgt Malcolm Kennedy and later next year the intrepid duo are 
leading an expedition to America. 

3SQUADRON 
GOLF TROOP 
PERSONALITIES 
Tp Comd Capt Williams 
SNCO IC/Tp SSgt SSgt Des Watson 
3rd Line Sgts Lloyd Bath, Roelf Bruinsma, Ty Sanderson, Cpls Andy 
Ingham and Ski Radzimierski. 

Starrnet 3rd Line servicing is a section within G Troop with 
responsibilities for maintaining the BAOR Starrnet sites at the clutch 
airfields and Roetgen. 

During the summer 3rd Line was tasked with raising some money 
for the Corps Museum Appeal and an ideal opportunity was grasped 
by organising a 'tin and bottle' stall at the RAF Wildenrath Station 
fete. 

Over 1,000 prizes were collected (all prizes being donated) with 
donations from local breweries, restaurants, unsuspecting AAFI 
shoppers, local industries. A special mention to $Sgt Al Burnett who 
was the main driving force behind the stall and even had the nerve to 
ask, and get, donations from the Corps Museum itself, albeit three 
days late. 

The day of the fete arrived, the tent was erected, the prizes laid out 
and the PA set up for our DJ, Lloyd Bath, to entice people to buy 
tickets . 

The sun broke through, Lloyd got into an 'Arfur Daly' style 
salesmanship and the punters were soon stampeding towards our stall. 
It was an immediate success, so much so that the stall was all sold out 
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by 1500 hrs and the Corps Museum Ap cal v.a) some OM 1700 better 
off for all our efforts. 

We would like to express our thank for all the hard work that went 
in to making this stall so successful and e~pecially to Jo,ie Burnett, 
Le lie ~anderson, Yvonne Radzimierski and Nolle Ingham for their 
efforts m collecting donations and their hard work on the day thank 
you. 

DEPARTURES AND ARRIVALS 
We have said our goodbyes to SSgt Al Burnett and his wife Jo ie 

SSgt Steve Young and his wife Ann, Sgt 'AJ' Matle · and hi wif~ 
S~rah and w~ have welcomed into the Troop Sgt Steve King and hi 
wife Jacquelme, SSgt Des Walson (and cat) and his wife Chri tine 
(Tmy) and finally SSgt Willy Weatherill and his wife Mandy. 

4SQUADRON 
INTER TROOP TRIA THALON 

On Friday 4 October an Inter-Troop Triathalon took place between 
I and J Troop with elements of SHQ in both teams. 

The triathalon took the form of a four man team relay swim (six 
widths each), two man bike relay and a four man team run. 

Th.: event started at 1100 hrs at the Station swimming pool with 
nobody knowing which part of the triathalon they were going to be 
competing in. Our pet Aussie, Sgt Jim Pilkington, drew names out of 
his hat for the three disciplines. 

The swim got underway with I Troop gaining the upper hand and 
with a lead of three widths Sig Dore and Barney Barnard of J Troop 
came into their own and at the handover to the cyclists they had pulled 
back the lead and had given J Troop a lead of four minutes This lead 
did not last long; SSgt Gaz Foster led for J Troop and at the handover 
to LCpl Mumbles Smith the lead reduced to two minutes, however, 
LCpl Billy Hume for I Troop cycled hard and at the handover to the 
runners, J Troop's lead was a mere 45 seconds. 

Both teams of runners seemed to be evenly balanced; but in the end 
I Troop finished winners by a minute. IL was a good fun day which 
finished with a presentation and curry lunch in the Train Bar. 

Winning Team-I Troop 

EXERCISE SHANK'S PONY 
It was decided to hold an MT Training Day to improve some of the 

basic MT skills and knowledge. The day was organised by Sgt Paul 
Wareham. 

There were several spie around, one being Cpl Sam Parke who 
continually badgered for the odd hint of whac was involved. He wa 
last seen leaving the MT dragging his knuckles and chin along the 
ground muttering to himself, 'What does Brake Fade mean?'. 

There were nine stands situated around Wildenrath Station, so at 
0830 hrs on Tuesday the teams were set off at 15 minute intervals for 
stand I (BAOR Matrix rest). 

Wails of anguish resounded around the Training Wing a everyone 
sat down for a Highway Code test, from thi came two willing 
volunteers for extra training, the first being Cpl Sam Parke with a 
score of 16 out of 32 and Sig Daz Jardine with 21 out of 32. 

There were no problems on the battery charging stand but trailer 
reversing caused more than the odd problem with LCpl Paul 
'Mumbles' Smith 's team picking up sixteen and a half minutes worth 
of time penalties. 

LCpl Tim Tomkinson was seen to be under a little pre sure a both 
Troop Commanders, the Sqn Comd and the CO followed him around 
stands 2 and 3. 
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The remaining tands con isted of the usual tests uch a garage 
parking, wheel changing and, my pet hate, works tickets of which only 
two team managed to complete without mistakes. 

Before time penalties were added on to the running time, there was 
only one minute between the fir t three placed teams with Cpl Sam 
Parke's Vikings and Cpl Derek Tidswell's Terrors in joint first place 
and Cpl eil Franci 's team was one minute behind. 

So 1t was all decided on the time penalties incurred with the 
following re ults: Fir t-Tids \•ell's Terrors (There' life in the old 
dog yet)-2 hrs 6 mins 20 sec ; Second-The Va ectomies-2 hrs 7 
min 50 secs; Third-The Vikings-2 hrs I I mins 45 ecs. 

It was an enjoyable day. 

UMMER (WELL-AUTUMN ANYWAY) CAMP 
by gl J. R. Pilkington (Australian Corre~pondent) 

The town of Wertach in the Allgau area was the site for 4 Sqn's 
annual Summer Camp from 12-19 October. 

The first day saw the advance party up bright and early for the trip 
from Wildenrath to Wertach; a sedate drive down the autobahns in 
two Landrovers and a Bedford truck. The main party met up later in 
the day in the comfort of personal cars. 

'Haus Magnus' in Wertach was the venue which we made home for 
the next week. The amenities available at 'Haus Magnus' are 
excellent, including a self-catering kitchen, a cosy dining room, 
comfortable sleeping quarters, and the all important bar. Wertach and 
the surrounding areas were very scenic with the typical clear clean 
Alpine air. 

SSgt Steve Barrington and his group of merry men set off for a troll 
through the Alps. On return to 'Haus Magnus' at the end of that day, 
and each one thereafter, the faces and tender feet of the hill walker 
defy description; with the exception of the always cheerful SSgt 
Barrington. W02 (SSM) Joe Fairbairn showed his leadership qualities 
by taking his group on a two and a half hour trip to Bregenz, Austria 
for a day of grass tobogganing. 

LCpl 'Smudge' Smith was off to Gruntensee Lake for a day's 
windsurfing. Unfortunately, windsurfing without wind makes Ufe 
difficult. LCpl Shaun Fardy and Sig 'Floppy' Wilson were adamant 
that the reason a windsurfer sinks with them on is because of lack of 
wind and nothing LO do with weight/buoyancy ratios. 

The week was up and running, with many and varied activities 
planned. SSgt Steve Lyons (APTC) showed his style at white water 
canoeing. However, not many people emulated him, some people 
adapting wierd and definitely unnatural positions. A group led by 

Capt Jeremy Tod tried their hand at snow skiing at Mittelberg in the 
Austrian Alps; having come from Northern Australia, where snow is 
non-existant, I waited with great anticipation, only to be met with 
what seemed to me a blizzard and freezing temperatures. After 
throwing the mandatory snowball, it was back to the restaurant for 
the big thaw, and thoughts about sun, sand and surf. Sig 'Barney' 
Barnard proved you can ski downhill without skis, on your backside. 

As well as the above mentioned activities, there was time for visiting 
areas of general intere t in the Allgau, and less strenuous night 
activities. The trivial quiz night was a success, with the SNCO team 
beating the Officers' team in a play off for first place. A games night 
against a RAF team from nearby Moosbach was enjoyed by all, even 
if the RAF team were too good for us on the night. A JO pin bowling 
night at nearby Kempton proved to be a close run thing, with only one 
pin separating first and econd place in the teams. The Sqn Comd, 
Maj Jan Griffiths proved that he is talented in a bowling alley; he was 
very adept at repairing the many lane faults in the alley. 

There was also a visit arranged to the nearby Schloss 
Neuschwanstein, on which the Disneyland castle is modelled. 

All in all, the Summer Camp was a huge success with everyone 
eagerly awaiting next year's camp. 

Sig Lee Thommen-minus canoe 

LEAVING THE FORCES? 
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Deciding what to do next is not 
just a trivial pursuit 
IF YOU'RE leaving the forces, you've got a lot of important 
decisions to make. Many of them financial. In making them, 
you need the best possible advice. Which is why you should 
talk to us. 

As independent financial advisers, we aim to give you the best 
advice for your individual needs. We can help select the most 
appropriate course of action for you. 

To find out how, contact Penny Russell now on 0272 239400, 
or fill in the coupon. 

Kelland & Partners Limited 
Pannell House, The Promenade 

Clifton, Bristol BS8 3LX 

Appointed Representative of 
The Burns-Anderson Independent 

Network PLC 

• 
,-----------------------------------------------
' I 
' I 
I 
I 

Please contact me to to discuss how Kelland & Partners 
may be able to help in my financial planning. 

l Name _________________ _ 
I 

: Address ----------------
' I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I : Tel ___________________ ~ 
I 
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'APOCALYPSE WHEN?' 
HEADQUARTERS SQUADRON MEETS EXERCISE QUADRJGA 
GALLOP 

As the bi_g da:r . approached the activity around the various 
departments mt_ens1f1ed from a mere frenzy to a blind panic! Around 
the Squadron Imes could be heard expressions such as 'well it was 
ther~ JUS! af,ter the last exercise', 'where are those ca~net~?' 'what 
Ioadmg hst? , and as the rain lashed on to the cobbles of Churchill 
~arracks, Lippsta~t, 'have we really got to go out in the woods?'. 
Well actually no, 1f you work in the QMs depts, but that's another 

story . .. 
But yes, with a professionalism that would have shamed a Rugby 

Union Player, at the appointed hour of the Movement Order the 
'Wa~ons' of B Echelon moved out. (Well three minutes late actually 
but 1t was close.) 

As _the Squadron set forth on its first exercise for over a year, 
watching enemy agents (whoever they are now) must have realised 
why the Orange Forces decided to withdraw. 

Led by Maj Pat Maloney, the new Sqn Comd (on crutches with a 
DPM plaster o_n his_f<;>ot); disci~lined by W02 (SSM) Geoff Baldry, 
the new SSM Gust f1mshed phys10 on his bad back) and panicked by 
the fact tha

1
t CP22 (C/W CO and RSM) was to be colocated, it was 

to everyone s amazement that the move to the first (and only) location 
went smoothly . I~ fact, apart from the odd mishap and, allowing for 
the lack of practice, the Squadron actually acquitted itself well (at 
least we didn't poison the water supply for half of Hannover did we 
I Sqn?). ' ' 

The followin~ PXR points are worth highlighting: Dvr 'Dusty' 
Hare to be appomted Sqn Comd Map Reading and Orienteering· Sgl 
'Fryin_g Pan' C~Sl!On to be appointed OC Sky Diving; Confirm tha

1

t the 
~AD is not afflll1ated to the TGWU; Bid for an additional 'Wrecker' 
!n case t~e ,'Wre_cker' g~ts 'bogged in' en route to recovering a 2 Sqn 
bogged m vehicle; Bnef Squadron on SSMs survival technique of 

eating everything in sight, as you never know when you'll be separated 
from your next meal! 

I SQUADRON 
Sqn Comd Maj P. J. Filby 
A Tp Comd Lt J. Botterill 
C Tp Comd 2Lt G. J. Williams, K Tp Comd Lt F. J. Say, SSM W02 
(SSM) Woodcock, SQMS SSgt (SQMS) Clace. 

The Squadron, o; at _least a fair proportion of it, deployed in 
supp~rt of.the multi national Northag Airmobile Division FTX, Ex 
Certam Shield between 1-21 September 1991. This proved to be an 
interesting break from normal routine life, and also allowed some of 
our young operators to gain valuable experience. 

INTERNATIONAL LONG RANGE RECCE PATROL SCHOOL
ENEMY 

As soon as the March and Shoot competition had finished 2Lt 
Williams was informed that he was to take a group of 30 men 'down 
south' to play enemy for the LRRPS exercise near Sigrnaringen. With 
everyone still wearing their 'Infantry Heads' there was no shortage of 
volunteers for this sensitive operation. The group left at 0830 hrs on 
21 October and after a 13 hour journey arrived, raring to go. The 
tasks to be completed included area searches, patrolling and key point 
protection. The area search involved the clearing of 6kms of dense 
woodland, at the end of which five enemy had been captured (three 
of which were captured by a two man team comprising of Cpls 
'Brummie' Taylor and 'Scouse' Walsh). Thanks to LCpl Duffy for 
making the key point protection slightly more interesting in the early 
hours of the morning. A good time was had by all and the lessons 
learned will no doubt be put to good use in the future. 

REGIMENTAL CROSS COUNTRY COMPETITION 
This keenly contested competition took place on 24 October and 

was won by I Sqn. Particular mention to LCpls Andy George and Jase 
Meek who achieved second and fifth places respectively. Well done to 
all. 

Finally the Squadron would like to say farewell to Charlie Tp who 
will now form part of 2 Sqn. Thanks for all your hard work and sense 
of humour. You will all be missed. 
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3SQUADRON 
Sqn Comd Maj Johnston Canadian Signals 
2IC Capt Lapslie 
SSM W02 (SSM) Clifford, YofS SSgt (YofS) Rose. SQMS gt 
(SQMS) Nulty, MT Sgl Brown. FofS SSgt (FofS) Martin, Ops gt 
Smales. 

3 Squadron have had a busy time since their equipment returned 
from the Gulf. T~e. first ~urdle to cross was RSIT followed very 
closely_ by the CO s mspectlon day. CO's day went very well with 3 
Sqn b.emg th~ only Squadron not to be reinspected. Maybe it was that 
promised drmk the Sqn Comd offered the CO in our refurbished 
Squadron bar. 

The Squadron Karaoke night was a great success with Cpl imons 
proving biJ;nself to be a real star of the stage - Yeoman you need 
more practice! The new Squadron bar is a credit to Sgt Burns and his 
team who worked hard over the summer to get it ready. 

H TROOP TRUNK NODE 014 
Tp Comd 2Lt Talbot 
SSgt Cheslett, Sgt Glay, Sgt Street. 

EXERCISE MERCURY PATROL 
by Cpl Jenkins 
~he Regimental Patrol Competition 'organised' by the Training 

Wmg took the format of a three day patrol with four stands on each 
day, finishing with a March and Shoot. 

W01 IASM) Revitt briefs the patrol on their objective 

'This must be caught on something' 
A patrol team attacks the assault course 
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24 teams (not one of them loaded!), heade~ off to the Lunenberg
Butlin extension, full of pirit from the night before. Team 3C 
con i ted of Cpl De Jenkins, LCpl John Webber, 'Gunner' 2Lt Andy 
Talbot, ig Barry Barnes, ig Tin ell, Sig Colin.Nealy a~d the .'New 
Kid • on the Block, Sig 'Walkie' Walker and Sig 'Ar.my ~rm1tage. 

The fir t night at the bivvi site prove? rather confus~ng with people 
wandering around aimlessly, bumping into and knocking over all t.he 
tents. However, morning soon dawned and off we set complete with 
Bergans, reali ing that much work wa still to be done. The weather 
lowly improved to what must have been record temp~rature for the 

Lunenberg making the competition that much more difficult, but we 
pre ed on' n ·:ertheless. By the end o~ the first day we had achieved 
a satisfactory score, but were determined to do better next day. 

The following two days pa sed quickly and before we knew it, we 
were on the final day and facing the SA WES stand, where the DS were 
from our own Troop. 'We'll do alright here lads' we thought -. or 
were we being naive? The final event was .the March ~d S~oot, which 
wa competed for by five man team . With one Nordic skier a~d two 
sub 8 min BITs we knew we were in with a good chance of victory. 
Our strategy was to walk and run, despite the fact that I wanted to 
walk most of the way! After six miles of being dragged around we 
eventually arrived at the Firing Point where LCpl Webber proved to 
be an excellent shot. 

The finish was all very close, but thanks to 2Lt Dooley's team (India 
Troop), and the shooting 'skills' of Mr McGoo, '!"e won ~ventual!Y· 
Lippstadt Ramblers Medals all round. The best pnze of all is that I m 
now off to the Carribean. 

I TROOP TRUNK NODE 016 
Tp Comd 2Lt Dooley 
SSgt Huzzey, Sgt Burns, Sgt Hartwell. 

ARR1V ALS AND DEPARTURES 
We welcome to the Troop, LCpl Winckle, his wife Jacqueline and 

children Stephen, Rachael and Michael and Sig Dave Storey. We hope 
you have a pleasant posting. We say farew~ll to LCpl Tony Ro:well 
and his wife Tracy who have gone to 16 Sig Regt. Congratulations 
Tony for coming off the Promotion Board. Congratulations also to 
Cpl Gupie Singh on his recent promotion, well done. 

REGIMENTAL INTER TROOP FOOTBALL 
lt was an all 3 Sqn final between Hotel and India Troops. The final 

score was 3-2 to India Troop. The overall goal scorer in the 

competition was LCpl Gaz Gargetl with seven goals, closely fc;illowed 
by LCpl Byers with ix. Both team played excellen~ foot?all m what 
was an enjoyable game to watch. Look out SSgt Mike Shirley we are 
going to take the Inter Squadron Trophy from you! 

EXERCISE TERRESTRIAL TRIANGLE 
by 2Lt Dooley 

12 members of 3 Sqn downed tools and upped hi.II~ on Ex T~rr~strial 
Triangle, which was a week long Adventurous Trammg Exercise in the 
Harz Mountains. The group were shepherded by myself and were 
penned at BMTC Silberhutte. 

The first day saw the group rock climb (most) and abseil (not many) 
with varying degrees of success. Sig Danny Acres insisted t~at he was 
only the official photographer and refused to leave terra f1rma. Cpl 
Gupie Singh celebrated his recent promotion by arriving just to~ late 
to climb. 2Lt Nick Beecher, whose great prowess at donning a 
harness, would have given many a hardened climber cause for 
concern. 

The remaining days in our short stay at Silberhutte were filled with 
hiking, yet more rock climbing and sight seeing. The latter actiyity 
resulted in the group having many excellent photographs of ancient 
hostelries which were used for shelter by the group during periods of 
foul weather - or so it says in the PXR. 

Other members of the expedition were Cpls Tony Barker, Graeme 
Steel. LCpls Jock O'Neil, Craig Harborne. Sig Tench, Taddleberry 
Allen, Guppy Kama and I never got lost Seawright. 

J TROOP CENTRALS 
Tp Comd Lt Williams 
SSgt Ardern, Sgt Duffield. 

Sgt Payne has left us in the last couple of months-good luck Steve. 
The Troop has seen the arrival of SSgt Ardern and Sgt Duffield. We 
hope you have a good tour. 

Congratulations to Cpl 'Scouse' Simons on his marriage to Pamela. 
Welcome to Lippstadt, Pamela, Steven and Daren. Scouse will next 
be seen on Top of the Pops after winning the Karaoke evening. 

LCpl 'Geordie' Gargett won the Scalextrics Grand Prix beating off 
Sig 'Chubby' Heathcote, in the final. The Troop has had 14 WRAC 
move into the block, many thanks, Manning and Records. There has 
been only one engagement so far! 

The Queen's Gurkha Sig Regt 
BFPO 1 

42ND BIRTHDAY 1991 
by Cpl Maitasing Gurung 

The first Gurkha Signals Units were formed on I May 1949 in 
Malaya. However it was not until 23 September 1954 that the Royal 
Signals Cap Badge worn by Gurkha Signals Units, was replaced by the 
present badge. This was done at a parade in Kuala Lumpur taken by 
the then Major General Brigade of Gurkhas, Maj Gen L. E. C. M. 
Perowoe CB CBE. Since then this date has been celebrated as the 
Regimental Birthday. 

As 23 September 1991 was a public holiday, the celebrations took 
place in Borneo Lines on 22 September. There was a Regimental 
parade and a speech by Comd QG Signals, Lt Col T. E. M. 
Rkhardsoo . The achievements of the Regiment throughout the year 
were detailed by Maj M. N. Johnston. ' 

The Regimental Inter Squadron sports competition was then held 
on the sports fields. Hockey, football, basketball and volleyball were 
played with great enthusiasm and tenacity, but the most entertaining 
event of all must have been the tug-of-war, which swept people off 
their feet (literally). 

There was a Gurkha wives handicraft competition and, to conclude 
the day's events, the cake cutting ceremony, performed by the Comd, 
QG Signals. Prizes were awarded to all the competition winners and 
individual presentations were made to personnel who had achieved the 
most throughout the year. 

The Queen's Gurkha Signals 42nd Birthday was a marvellous day, 
enjoyed by everyone. 
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Lt Lau Ping Wah, Hong Kong Military Service Corps (HKMSC) 
receives his commission from Secretary of Defence Tom King. Lt 
Lau Ping Wah has served all his service in Royal Signals HKMS and 

is an active member of the Hong Kong Association. 
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EXERCISE MO HIM DO 
An exotic week on Ping Chau, that's how the Sqn Comd Maj Mike 

Hannagan described the adventurous training week at an early 
meeting to discuss the exercise. So the intrepid soldiers of HQ Sqn got 
up at the 'crack of dawn' and set off to rendezvous with our RCL at 
Wong Shek Pier. Stores and equipment were duly loaded and finally 
we \Ill clambered aboard full of anticipation and cookhouse 
sandwiches! Visions of a sun kissed beach, watersports and a feeling 
of 'getting away from it all' were quickly shattered by a severe 
electrical storm, which made most people wish they had left their 
packed lunches behind! The storm reached its peak just as we landed 
at Ping Chau, by this tirr.e everyone was soaked to the skin, alighting 
from our 'luxur) liner' entailed wading knee-deep carrying stores, 
equipment and rations ashore. This chore completed we then 
proceeded to carry everything to our camp at the top of the hill which 
boasts a mere one in four gradient, the Gurkha soldiers relished this 
and obviously felt at home, whilst the British element stopped for an 
occasional breather! The soldiers remedy for everything, a cup of tea, 
soon had everyone feeling a lot more optimistic about the week ahead. 

The rain eased off to a torrential downpour and the next day we all 
set off to our group pursuits. The Sqn Comd instructed dinghy sailing, 
whilst Cpl Gokarna Gurung instructed on windsurfing, though he 
never did manage to teach SSgt Kishore Bhattachan how to turn 
around, his one man 'invasion' of the Chinese mainland had to be 
aborted by abandoning his board on many occasions, re-mounting 
and then returning to shore. Abseiling was ably taught by SSgt 
lndrabahadur Gurung and assisted by Officer Cadet Mick Atkinson, 
who came to us direct from the Nijmegen Marches (a glutton for 
punishment). Water skiing was an added bonus and tuition came from 
Capt Neil Lewis the Unit Education Officer with the Queen's Gurkha 
Engineers. Sticking to the 'Educators' we had Capt Peter Taylor our 
own Unit Education Officer exhibiting prowess and instructing on 
canoes. 

Each section had a day of fatigues the rest of their time was 
dedicated to a whole day at each of the above pursuits. The emphasis 
was on adventurous training and a lot of confidence and team spirit 
emerged from both groups and individuals throughout the week, very 
importantly, fun in all of the activities was evident throughout. 

We were visited by the Comd Lt Col T. Richardson and the Gurkha 
Major, Maj (QGO) Gambahadur Buduja. The Commander joined in 
some of the activities, after a short period of 'dry training' for water 
skiing, he attempted the real thing. 

After managing to stay up on his first attempt (quite an 
achievement) the Commander then proceeded to give a virtuoso 
demonstration of spectacular dives (whilst attempting to ski) 'this 
prompted the comment of 'I think you peaked too early sir'. 

A barbecue was arranged by the Gurkha Quartermaster, Capt 
(QGO) Topbahadur Gurung, on Friday before departure. An 
excellent meal and entertainment round the fire on the beach which 
culminated in Nepalese dancing and singing led by the OC All 
Arms Training Centre, Capt (QGO) Chandraprasad Gurung, the Sqn 
Comd trying to emulate the dancers gave us his version of the 
'Sandhurst Shuffle'. 

The next day the Sqn Comd and five other Officers and Warrant 
Officers were invited aboard a luxury boat, courtesy of a French 
industrialist and his wife, who was an ex war correspondent in French 
Indo-China. A fascinating evening was had by all and prior to leaving 
we were presented with some French wine and a container of ragout 
of rabbit cooked in herbs and spices, which was a pleasant addition 
to our daily ration of bhat! We reciprocated, when the Sqn Comd 
invited all aboard to drinks the following day, we were pleasantly 
surprised and honoured to be introduced to the French Consulate 
General and his family who arrived that day. 

An excellent end to an excellent week. It was a very weary but happy 
HQ Sqn that returned to Sek Kong on the Mo~day. ~opefully, 
adventurous training in 1992 will be of the same high calibre. 

THE LAST C41 
'The Cremat ion of the last C41s belonging to the Royal Corps of 

Signals took place in the Central Ordnance Depot Hong Kong on I 
November 1991.' 

246 Gurkha Sig Sqn has recently bade a sad farewell to an old and 
trusted friend, the C41 trunk radio equipment. Little can be 
ascertained about its history despite pleas to the Corp~ Museum an.d 
frantic reading of the 'Vital Link' by Squadron Officer~, but th1 
mystery equipment from Marconi is believed to have been introduced 
into the Corps in 1958 (when the current Squadron Commander was 
four years old and most of the remaining members of the Squ~dr~n 
were only a gleam in their fathers' eyes). It must have seen service m 
many operational theatres and has cost many storemen sleepless 
nights with nightmarish visions of missin~ crystals and depleted ~ay 
packets. Within Queen's Gurkha Signals 11 has b~en used to provide 
trunk communications for 48 Gurkha Infantry Bngade Headquarters 
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in the field with one secure telegraph and three insecur telephone 
circuits. In Hong Kong's rugged terrain the C41 has proved ideal for 
its role but lack of manpower has meant that other less manpower 
intensive means of achieving the same tasks have been introduced. 

The demise of the C41 within Queen's Gurkha Signals ha had 
knock on effects. The Squadron has undergone a change in its 
organisation to enable it to be more effective and the space made 
available has been quickly adapted by the Pipes and Drums as a 
training room. 

So finally farewell oh sturdy C41, and thank you Marconi for an 
equipment that has been in service for 33 years and given us sterling 
service to the last day. 

m 

From left to Right: Lt (QGO) Keshar Limbu , Maj R. T. Weston Sqn 
Comd, Lt (QGO) Kishorekumar Gurung, LCpl Narbahadur Gurung, 

and Cpl Dhakipa Sherpa with departing C41 's 

COMMISSIONING PA RADE 
A commissioning parade was held by the Queen's Gurkha Sig Regt 

on 30 September 1991 in Borneo Lines, Hong Kong. The Inspecting 
Officer was Major General Brigade of Gurkhas, Maj Gen R. Duffell 
CBE MC. Soldiers and officers from throughout the Regiment 
observed as Lt (QCO) Bikramjang Gurung, Lt (QGO) Krish
nabahadur Gurung and Lt (QGO) Govinde Gurung, officially 
received their commissions. 

In addition nine Senior NCO's received the LS & GC Medal. They 
were Sgt Narayankumar Tamang, SSgts Tekprasad Limbu, Mani
parsad Rai, Navindrabikram Gurung, Ramkumar Rai , Bijaibahadur 
Limbu, Hembahadur Rana, Rambahadur Gurung and Sgt Roger 
Brown. 

BISLEY TROPHY 
On leaving the Regiment in June 1990 Lt Col H. M. Adams MBE 

presented a trophy in the form of an LMG mounted on a rosewood 
base. This weapon was used by members of Queen's Gurkha Signals 
at Bisley in the annual army Skill-at-Arms Meeting when they won the 
Gun Match. This is known as the Sisley Trophy. 

It is presented to the winning team of an inter-troop competition 

The Comd, Lt Col T. E. M. Richardson presenting the Bisley 
Trophy to Lt (QGO) Keshar Limbu of New Territories Tp 
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ba ed on military training. The competition is run annually with this 
·ear' being the second. 

The event took place on Tai Ling Range _using an area of rugg~d 
terrain behind for ome stands. The subjects were all te ted m 
practical way and in Jud~: Map Reading, NBC, ~atco/Signals, First 

id, Equipment Recogrnt1on, Honour Guard Dnlls and Command 
Tak. 

The morning wa fa.I of entertainment and hard work .. The troop 
teams con isting of eight members underwent a round-ro~m of tbe~e 
tand finishing at approx 1800 hrs. Of the DS who were involved m 

the te ting, gt (YofS) Bill Stack, Sgt Cha~lie Stan~ey and the GSM 
\' 01 (R M) Pete Haywood deserve a special mention. 

By lunchtime the team had all completed the stands and all were 
still in with a chance of fini hing high up in the rankings. Jn the 
afternoon a march and shoot competition had been organised by Lt 
(QGO) Kri hna Gurung REM and given th~ seriousn~ss of our 
regimental hooting counted for double.marks in the scoring sy te~. 

The two main leaders were ew Terntones Tp of 246 Gurkha Sig 
Sqn lead by Lt (QGO) Keshar Limbu, and Island Tp of 247 Gurkha 
Sig Sqn lead by W02 (YofS) Parker. All teams ran very well with all 
being down to the shoot. At the end of the day NT Tp were the 
deserved overall winners with A Tp 248 Gurkha Sig Sqn led by 2Lt 
Tim mith finishing as runners-up. 

It was a very useful day as well as a competitively fought one. T he 
troops learned a few things and also discovered where their fu ture 
training should be concentrated . 

EXERCISE TRAILWALKER 91 
E Trailwalker is a major event in the year involving all Regimental 

personnel in one way or another. It is a lOOkm walk across the rugged 
terrain of Hong Kong along the MacLehose Trail. The whole event is 
charity driven with proceeds going to Oxfam, The Gurkha Welfare 
Trust and local charity. Last year over HK$6 million was raised and 
this year it is hoped to equal that amount. 

The main co-ordinator in the Regiment is the 2IC Maj David 
Bannister who deals with all outside agencies and is a member of the 
Trailwalker Committee. 

This years' event took place over the period I to 3 November, 
however, the Regiment deployed to the start point and check points 
1-9 on 31 October to set up. To simplify matters HQ Sqn organising 
the start point and finish point, 247 Gurkha Sig Sqn the Western 
checkpoints and 248 Gurkha Sig Sqn the Eastern check points. Thus 
leaving 246 Gurkha Sig Sqn free to run the radio and telephone 
communications. 

There were to be 500 teams taking part this year (2000 competitors) 
so two start timings were organised. The initial competitors for the 
1200 hrs start arrived at 0830 hrs so the Head Clerk Lt (QGO) 
Shivakumar Lama and his team of 20 clerks began duty from that 
time onwards. At just before 1145 hrs all competitors had been 
booked in, they were asked to move the start line where a local 
Chinese Film Star started the walk. All went very smoothly and life 
at the start point was quiet, albeit for a short time, before the other 
400 competitors arrived. 

The second start again went well and the personnel then deployed 
to the finish point. Meanwhile the check points were busy booking in 
the teams regularly and sending reports to the finish. There were only 
a few casualties throughout the weekend and all were dealt with either 
by helicopter or field ambulance. 

At around 0130 hrs, the first teams finished, with our own trainees 
from AA TC finisliing in a magnificent 2nd place. There was then a 
lull for a few hours until more teams finished, after that a rush of 
teams came through to the finish with most teams finishing in a 24-36 
hrs time. 

The whole weekend went well and few problems were encountered, 
most of which involved incorrect spellings on the typed certificates. 

A lot of hard work was put in by the Regiment over the weekend 
and all were pleased to finish the event with no major problems. That • 
is, of course, until next year. 

QG SIGNALS KOREAN HONOUR GUARD PLATOON 
Tp Comd 2Lt Tim Smith 
2IC SSgt Tekparsad Limbu 
Admin Sgt Sgt Aron Rai. 

Every 12 weeks a unit from British Forces Hong Kong provide a 
Platoon to form the United Nations element of The United Nations 
Command Honour Guard Company. Located in Seoul, South Korea, 
the unit is represented by soldiers from Korea, the United States, 
Thailand, the Philippines and the United Kingdom. From 5 June to 
28 August 91 it was the turn of Queen's Gurkha Signals to perform 
one of the more unusual roles in the British Army. 

Time in the Honour Guard is spent performing ceremonial duties, 
military training with the American Army and visiting the many places 
of interest throughout Korea. Day to day running of the unit is the job 
of the American Army. 
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On 31 May 1991, the Reece party consisting of 2Lt Tim Smith and 
Sgt Arun Rai left for Korea leaving the remainder of the Platoon to 
do preparation training prior to their arrival on 5 June. Guard duties 
commenced the morning after arrival of the main body, whilst the 
first ceremonial parade fell five days later. 

Preparation includes taking the soldiers through the paces o f 
American drill as well as covering most aspects of military training. 
The Platoon was given much less than the normal period of training 
in Hong Kong but easily adapted to its new environment. 

Command of the UN Platoon falls both to the American Company 
Commander and the Commonwealth Liaison Mission commanded by 
a British Brigadier, Brig D. P. de C. Morgan OBE (late 7GR) and Maj 
Mike Cartwright R Signals as S02. The Platoon soon settled into the 
new found culture of a large well equipped American base with some, 
especially Sig Subodh Pradhan adapting to the American lifestyle 
quicker than others. His collection of American belt buckles is an 
inspiration to us all. 

The first month saw a busy period of parades with the highlight 
being an exchange of 11 American dead from the Korean War. The 
even( was the conclusion of years of negotiation and an almost 40 year 
wait for the families of the dead soldiers. Much press coverage 
followed for what was history in the making. 

In addition to ceremonies, members of the Platoon were included 
in military training organised by the American Platoon such as 
storming a command bunker in true American style led by Cpl 
Lachabahadur Gurung. Also many visits were planned in order to 
seek the culture of Korea. A trip to the border is a must for anyone 
visiting Korea. Relations remain cool between North and South Korea 
even within today 's changing world and the tense atmosphere of the 
border is ample evidence of this. 

There was also time to fit in a spot of adventure training. Over a 
weekend in July, 2Lt Tim Smith led a section hillwalking within the 
Mount Soraksan National Park. Mount Sorak rises to 8000ft and 
offers some of the finest scenery in Korea. Having fitted in some 
walking between drinking stops the group rested to wait for the return 
transport. The wait was to last for 27 hours during which the monsoon 
started, the only shop ran out of beer and man management was tested 
to the extreme. Sig Arunchandra Nyaupane best described the exercise 
as 'more or less successful'. Sig Prembahadur Ale also managed to 
complete a 200 page Nepali romantic novel during the agonising wait. 

Sport played a large part in the life of the Platoon. Having won at 
basketball on the first occasion of playing with the Americans, that 
game became a purely Gurkha affair. The Company Sports Day 
ended in victory in the volleyball and football events ably led by Sig 
Prithinarayan Rai and Sig Tolbahadur Khamcha respectively. 

Korea offered many attractions and temptations ably sampled by 
Cpl Rudraraj Ingnam. Cpl Bhaviman Mukhia was often instrumental 
in keeping the party going. 

The Korean Honour Guard is a great opportunity to serve with 
many nations and see many cultures. All of the Platoon have many 
memories of an experience never likely to be met again. 

(Capt (Ret'd) Henry Jennings was in Korea last year and his article 
appeared on page 372 October 1991 Wire). 
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32 (Scottish) Sig Regt (V) 
Glasgow 

PERSONALITIES 
OC Lt Col Willy Brewin 
21C Maj Alan Lapsley TD 
Trg Maj Maj Bob Turnbull, Adjt Capt Marsh Thom on , RSM WOl 
(RSM) Billy Heelan BEM, YofS W02 (Yof ) John Chilcott, Chief 
Clerk SSgt (P&A) Joe Sharma BEM. 

The Co's handover/takeover programme, managerial kit in
spections and ledger checks have kept us much busier than usual. 

FAREWELLS 
At our Regimental Training Weekend in Cultybraggan Camp, the 

CO, Lt Col Michael Anderson was dined out by the Regimental 
Sergeant ' Mess in style. The dinner was a roaring success. 

We wish Lt Col Michael Anderson, Layle and their three children 
our very best wishes for their tour in Brussels. The Colonel's tour has 
strengthened ties with the local communities in Glasgow, Edinburgh, 
Aberdeen and Londonderry. His profound Scottish influence will 
provide fireside stories for years to come. 

Layle Anderson deserves a special mention for all her hard work in 
organising and running Reel Parties and other charity events to raise 
support and huge amounts of cash for the East Park Home for 
Handicapped Children, SSAFFA and other local charities. Finally, we 
wish to confirm the rumour that the outgoing CO did delay his posting 
in order not to miss the Burns Supper Nights. 

LCpl Paul Buckley, the CO's driver left in November to join 210 
Sig Sqn on well earned promotion to Corporal. His replacement LCpl 
Geoff Cohen started his tour with a bang by promptly writing off the 
CO's car. 

WELCOME 
The Regiment extends a warm welcome to Lt Col Willy Brewin and 

family who join us from sunny Cyprus, in time to 'tee' off for the New 
Year. 

HQ SQUADRON 
NEWS ROUNDUP 

Our annual driving and navigation exercise took place across 
Strathclyde and Central Regions. It consisted of map reading, tyre 
changing, reversing with a trailer and use of an FMT 3. The exercise 
was masterminded by Cpl Tony Cryans and with the trusty members 
of the MT section a good exercise was had by the 5 x 3 person teams. 
The winning team consisted of SSgt Keith Anderson, Pte Ashley 
Cummings and Sig David Mawhinney. 

A successful training weekend in Edinburgh wasx crowned by the 
invitation to the Officers to the WOs and Sergeants ' Mess . A most 
sociable evening was spent with fine food and drink, and each 
Squadron laid on a very amusing sketch. Sgts Dave Tribbeck, Rus 
Lindsay, Harry Buck, SSgt 'Taff'Thomas, RQMS Donald Webster 
and SSM Brian Innes performed as 'The Chrome Domes'-their 
answer to the White Helmets. Their hilarious interpretation added to 
a most enjoyable evening. Capt Fiona Farquarson is now known as 
'Bounce'. 

Remembrance Sunday was a very wet and wind> affair 61 Sqn 
paraded at Stenhouse Church in Edinburgh, 51 Sqn had a 
Remembrance Service in their TAC and 69 Sqn were on Parade at 
Clooney where the Lord Lieutenant of Londonderry took the salute. 
Some of 52 & HQ Sqns visited Erskine Hospital while the rest 
marched from Blythswood Square to the Memorial Service at George 
Square. Maj David Harvey led the parade followed behind by Capt 
George Taylor, Lt Roddy Sutherland and 2Lt Patricia Baird. Ptes 
Lucy Aitken and Annette Ross kept brave faces as the rain soaked 
through and started running down their necks - Sig Dave Gates 
thought he had lost all sense of feeling in his fingers but, in fact, 
this was not the case, it was the rest of his body that he could not feel 
as it was frozen! 

SGT EILL MEMORIAL SHIELD 
The Sgt Rab Neill Memorial Shield presented to 1he most improved 

young SNCO was won, this year, by Sgt Norma Sproul. The award 
was in recognition of her personal contribution to the Regiment both 
on and off duty. Norma, an ex hairdresser has been in the TA for six 
years. 

LAD REME (V) 
EXERCISE SCOTTISH BLUEBELL 

This year under our OC Capt Willie Cunningham the LAD has 
achieved success on Ex Scottish Bluebell, an annual REME 
Competition for all REME TA Units in Scotland and Northern 
Ireland. 

The exercise format has remained similar to previous years but with 
an increased emphasis on REME based skills. The high morale of the 
team carried them through atrocious conditions from the night 
exercise starting midnight Friday to the Commander Maintenance's 
Competition on Sunday morning. 

The team finished once again as runners up, a reflection of last 
years question of 'What if being voiced continually at the post 
exercise de-brief. The enthusiasm and professional competence shown 
by the individuals competing in this event bodes well for the future of 
this LAD and who knows, perhaps one place better in 1992! 

PROMOTIONS 
Santa visited the Regiment early in December, and we are delighted 

to announce that the following members of the Regiment have been 
promoted: 

CPLS TO SGTS 
Cpl Nicky Anderson, our long suffering Clerk and Military 

Accountant joins the elite in the Sergeants' Me s, as do Cpls Margaret 
McManus, Raymond Wylie, 'Ruffle' Lindsay. Cpl Brian Hamilton 
has literally moved into the Mess as the Mess Barman and Cpl Ton} 
Cryans takes over as Mr Vice! 

LCPLS TO CPLS AND SIG TO LCPL 
Naturally those mentioned above have been replaced; by LCpl Pat 

Thomson, LCpl Carol McGurn and LCpl Nigel Allen. Sig Maddin 
and Kennedy have climbed the first rung of the ladder. 

CHANGED YOUR ADDRESS? 
HA VE YOU INFORMED RHQ 

TEL 071-414 8432 
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34 (Northern) Sig Regt (V) 
Middlesbrough 

W LCOM 
The Regiment welcomes W02 (RQMS) John Somerville, W02 

(Fof ) John Andrews, W02 Meg Higgins, SSgts Willie McPhee and 
Geordie\ andless and wi h them all , and their families a happy tour. 

F REWELLS 
The Regiment says farewell to W02 (RQMS) Dan Courtenay and 

W02 Joan Wilmott , both leaving the Corps after full careers. We 
wish them both , and their fa milie , well in their civilian lives. 

We al o say fa rewell to Sgt Bill Laurie, back to BAOR and SSgt 
Joe Malloy, to 8 Sig Regt. 

RHQ 
The RHQ flourishes under the guidance of the Adjutant, Capt Bill 

Hou e, and the Chief Clerk, SSgt Jim Stubley, although it is 
rumoured that the Adjutant is applying for redundancy to start a car 
spares business. 

Training progresses, despite the lack of man training days, under the 
watchful eye of the Training Major, Maj Tim Mountford and his 
eager staff of two, SSgt Gary Shakespeare and Sgt Jane Riley. 

90 IG AL SQUADRON (V) 
The new 'fitness ' test for officers of this Squadron appears to be a 

ru h to the altar and get married . All our office rs (except the Sqn 
Comd, Maj Sarah Maude) were married last year . 

In contrast with the wedding of Lt Clive Chisholm and Susan in the 
now, 2LI Peter McTiernan's wedding to Mhairi took place on a warm 

and sunny day in Scotland. 
Recently to the altar went the Squadron 21C, Capt Ian Hall and 2Lt 

Anne-Marie Nichol. We wish them all the very best for their futures. 

VISIT TO MAYOR'S PARLOUR 
As the senior Teeside Regiment the Regiment has the responsibility 

of organising many functions within the local area including the 
Remembrance Day Parade and the Mayor 's Sunday Parade which is 
the inauguration ceremony for the new Mayor. 

BAND 
Despite the cut-back in man training days (MTDs) and the 

introduction of the ' Budgetary System', the 34(N) Sig Regt (V) Band 

has been extremely busy throughout the year performing at many and 
varied functions . 

One of the most memorable engagements was that of the Kohima 
weekend at HQ NEDist where the Band performed for the gathering 
of the Old Comrade of 2 Inf Div . A very arduous weekend not 
normally undertaken by a TA Band, and at which there are usually at 
lea t three Band participating. It was a true test of the Band 's 
resourcefulness and professionalism to undertake such an event on 
their own but proved to all who were present that they were more than 
capable. At the latter end of August the Band headed south to 
perform for the Freedom Parade for 36(E) Sig Regt (V) and the 
opening of their new TA Centre in Ilford, Essex. 

The Band perform regularly in and around the Catterick Garrison 
area and are in great demand. They are currently well recrui ted 
boasting 38 members, 20 are ex regular band musicians and there are 
seven female members. 

The Band performing at HQNEDIST last summer 

GJ 

His Worship the Mayor of Mid dlesbrough, Councillor Eddie Bol land J P, the CO and Members of 34(N) Sig Regt (V) in the Mayor 's Parlour 
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35 Sig Regt (V) 
Sutton Coldfield 

A BIRD IN THE HAND 
After some tense months _of uncertainty, plus a string of speculative 

rumours and reports following the Defence Review which had already 
begu_n to affect our Regular counterparts throughout the Armed 
Services, the moment of truth had finally arrived for the Territorial 
Army. The Secretary of State's statement on 10 December coincided 
with . our training nig~t and although we were quietly confident, 
nagging doubts remained as, we anxiously awaited the formal 
announcement and release of the new ORBAT. 

The news that we were to remain intact was received with an 
immense fe~ling of relief and celebration, quickly followed by self
congratulation. The CO Lt Col Brian Foxon issued a letter to all ranks 
to break the good news and confirmed our new role within the Allied 
Rapid Reaction Corps . As a regiment we are both proud and delighted 
to form part of the n~~ organisation and look forward to meeting the 
tremendous and exc1tmg new challenges and opportunities our new 
role will present. 

A NIGHT TO REMEMBER 
On Saturday 30 November in the magnificent Victorian surrounds 

of the Council House in Birmingham, the Officers' Mess held their 
Re~imental Dinner and Guest Night. Principal guests included the 
SOmC Maj Gen R. F. L. Cook and Comd 11 Sig Bde Brig Conrad 
Garton who was dined out during the evening. 

Our Honorary Colonel Maj Gen P. D. Alexander CB, MBE 
ensured our guests were looked after in the best tradi tions of the 
Regiment. A unique gathering of former adjutants also took place in 
the shapes of Maj (Retd) Clive Mason, Capt Suzy Reed and Maj Ian 
Dudding; all were hosted, wined and dined by our present Adjutant 
Capt ~ave Tarrant. This memorable and enjoyable evening ended all 
too qmckly, but for our PMC Maj Derek McConnell it was an evening 
he is unlikely to forget! 

A gathering of Adjutants - Capt Dave Tarrant, Maj Clive Mason , 
Maj Ian Dudding and Capt Suzy Reed 

VISIT OF HONORARY COLONEL 
On Saturday 23 November the Hon Col Maj Gen P. D. Alexander 

CB, MBE commenced his series of formal visits to the outlying 
Squadrons starting with 89 Sig Sqn (V) based in Rugby. Here he met 
most members of the Squadron and viewed various training activities 
including NBC and First Aid lectures carried out by Sgt Hughie 
Phillips and SSgt Harry Mossop. The visit also coincided with the 
Regimental Stores Board which was taking place throughout the 
Regiment. From 89 Sqn (V) the Honorary Colonel proceeded to 48 
Sqn (V). Here he presented the Sqn Comd,· Maj Derek McConnell 
with the Territorial Decoration and Cpl Dennis Pendle with the TA 
Efficiency Medal. Further presentations of the Efficiency Medal also 
took place at RHQ and these were awarded to SSgts Bill McNeish, 
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Tony Kelly and Sgt A_lbert ~air. All recipients are to be congratulated 
and thanked for their ded1c~ted. ~nd valued service. The Honorary 
C~lonel commented that .h•s v1s1t had been most rewarding and 
enjoyable and was looking forward to visiting the remaining 
Regimental locations at Shrewsbury (95 Sqn (V)) and ewcastle under 
Lyne (58 Sqn (V)) in the new year. 

Honorary Colonel presenting Efficiency Medal to Sgt Mair 

Our proud medal recipients at RHQ 
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TO Kl G FILLER 
The fc tive sea on throughout the Regiment started with the 

Officer ' Mes at the Birmingham Council House on 30 November. 
Thi wa closely followed by 89 Sig Sqn (V) who held a magnificent 
Banquet on Friday 6 December in their TA Centre which was 
tran formed into a gigantic Santa's Grotto for the evening. During a 
brief interlude and following a record breaking 15 minute speech by 
the Sqn Comd, Maj Pat Bannigan a special prize presentation took 
place where trophies were pre coted to LCpl Tracy Haggan for Best 
Attender, LCpl Andre Dodie for Best Overall Contribution and 
finally to ig Jason Wilson as Best Recruit. 

Members of 89 Sig Sqn (V) and their families enjoying themselves 
at the Banquet 

Meanwhile a day later the Sergeants' Mess held their annual 
Christmas Draw at Shrewsbury and this was a tremendous success . 
Special events also took place during the evening, not least, the 
welcoming to the Mess of Sgt Mike Bagguley of 58 Sqn (V) on 
promotion and the award of the Sergeants' Mess Cup to SSgt (YofS) 
Jim Large-be is the first member of the Permanent Staff to win this 
award. As these notes go to press preparations are well advanced for 
HQ, 48 and 58 Sqn's functions-in view of recent announcements 
affecting the future of the Regiment, they intend to celebrate in style! 

Two members of the Regiment, Sgt Pete Mouland of 58 Sqn (V) 
and SSgt Ron Mosely of 48 Sqn (V) were selected for an exchange 
attachment with the US National Guard. 

On his return Sgt Mouland put pen to paper and produced a short 
article on his two week excursion, as follows. 

AN EXCHANGE IS AS GOOD AS A REST! 
My bags were packed, tagged and on board the VClO; time flew was 

the pilot really announcing over the intercom that we would shortly 
be landing at Dulles International Airport Washington. I pinched 
myself, it wasn ' t a dream, more like a dream come true. I really was 
going to the USA to train with our American counterparts in the US 
National Guard . I didn't know it on arrival but Ron Mosely and I 
were in for a well organised and interesting fortnight full of pleasant 
surprises. _ 

Our host unit was 26Ist Signal Comd based at Dover US Air Force 
Base. The base itself was a five minute drive from the Dover city 
limits, the capital of Delaware. We were soon involved in various 
forms of training including weapons and NBC and this was followed 
by a three day exercise with a sister unit from New York; they were 
based at a training camp at Fort Drum 20 miles from the Canadian 
border. The exercise allowed us an insight into their training 
techniques and the weapons, armoured vehicles and equipment they 
used and proved to be both interesting and very rewarding. Transport 
to and from the exercise was no problem as we were loaned a six seater 
light aircraft including pilot courtesy of the General Officer 
Commanding! We then proceeded to Botany Beach training camp and 
spent four days on training simulators which were designed LO 
improve logistics and message handling techniques. A day was also 
devoted to visiting the US Signal Training Centre at Phoenix which is 
the equivalent of 8 Sig Regt at Catterick. 
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Back at the airbase we were invited to look over some of the aircraft 
and were presented with the awesome sight of a C5 Galaxy which is 
almost three times the size of a Hercules and even managed to sit 
inside the cockpit when we eventually found it. However, our 
exchange attachment wasn't all work and we took time out to attend 
a Mess Dinner (the mini bus didn't turn up so we were taken by 
helicopter) and were treated to a feast which inluded a 2lb prime rib 
steak as part of the main course. At other times our hosts Sgts 
Pennington and Burke treated us to beach barbecues, baseball games 
and showed us the night life. Our all too short attachment fin ished 
with a two day stop in Washington and included visits to the Arlington 
Cemetery, the Air and Space Museum, the Washington and Lincoln 
Memorials and a trip (around) the Pentagon-would I eventually 
wake up? 

The hosting arrangements from the time we arrived until our 
eventual departure were superb and we cannot thank our American 
hosts enough for the way we were looked after and entertained. The 
exchange programme as well as being informative and educational 
was great fun and we now have a greater understanding of each 
other's systems, training and equipment as well as traditions. 

SSgt Mosely and Sgt Mouland with their American hosts about to 
be given a bi rds eye view of the air base 

FREEDOM PARADE PLEA 
On Saturday 25 April the Regiment exercises its right to hold a 

Freedom Parade though the City of Birmingham, this will also form 
part of the unit's 25th Anniversary. To help us celebrate this 
momentous occasion the RSM , WOl John Hyde is anxious to invite 
former RSMs to attend . Any former RSM of 35 Sig Regt (V) reading 
these notes who wishes to take part is requested to either write to WOl 
Hyde or telephone 021 -378 4766 and ask for ext 24 . 

ORIENTEERING 
During the weekend 12/13 October the Regiment entered a team in 

the RSOC Championships which took place in the Scarborough area . 
The team which was composed of SSgt Dave Arnot, Sgt Paul Fundak 
(Team Captain), Sgt Mick Purdy, LCpl Colin Marshall and Sig Leftie 
Bowen had been in training for some time and were already veterans 
of a number of competitions. The team captain was confident that 
they would perform well despite Mick Purdy's obsession with chain 
smoking which was compensated more than adequately by his map 
reading skills . 

As expected the team acquitted itself well and put in a creditable 
perfo rmance. SSgt Dave Arnot put in a magnificent run on the first 
day achieving the second best time of the day on the C course and that 
was after running the A course as well, but despite this magnificent 
effort the honours for the best individual performance in the team 
went to Sgt ~aul Fundak who was second best overall TA runner over 
the two days. Because of other individual efforts and against 
tremendous odds the Regimental team achieved overall third place 
and can be justifiably proud of their performance. 
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57 SIGNAL SQUADRON (V) 
ANNUAL CAMP 

Invasion! With the Channel Islands threatened by their hostile 
neighbour Brown, and the regular orbat unaccountably occupied 
elsewhere, 57 Sqn were deployed. The Squadron deployed by night 
ferry for a special task. 

On Alderney Capt Ian Strachan and SSgt Geoff Moger made good 
use of the island's history in planning recces and comms tasks for the 
detachments there to the Regiment rear link at Chickerell Camp. 
Unable to have transport, as no vehicle ferry now runs to Alderney, 
dets soon found the cycle hire shop, and produced the first cycle
borne quick reaction force for 50 years. Dets were also tasked with 
training the local cadets in the 'Jungle Alley' range. PSI SSgt Dave 
Ashley, after much practice, eventually succeeded in erecting a 40ft 
ma t under the glare of TV publicity. The mast was presented to the 
Cadets and Civil Defence to replace a WWII relic of the occupation. 

The RN look pleased to get rid of this lot. Disembarking from HMS 
Blazer at Alderney: LCpls Ray McKinnon, Chris Bewley, Sig Shaun 

Betteridge, LCpl Chas Pearce and Sig Mike Feather. 

Capt Glynn Nash and Sgt Phil Martin couldn't believe their luck 
when they found Guernsey's HQ location was a comfortable building 
next to the Nurses ' Home. Despite these distractions they and Lt Paul 
Fowler-Smith managed to keep three detachments busy, including 
establishing a Mould link to Jersey . When the Jersey party arrived at 
the SHQ location it seemed familia r to those who had watched BBC 
TV's 'Bergerac'. 
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37 Sig Regt (V) 
Bristol 

The SHQ Ops team under Lt Stephen mith deployed the 
detachments all over the island, assessing comms coverage, recceing 
sites, and observing suspicious RVs between heavily disguised SSM 
Dick Lee and local collaborators. SSgt Nigel Caldicott was eventually 
apprehended by an enthusiastic cordon and search operation, despite 
a make-up job worthy of the BBC. 

Sites as diverse as bunkers, a \1artello Tower, ranges, telecomms 
installations and windy cliff-tops were used. Cpl Andy Baker and ig 
Kevin Lock agreed on a one word description of their lonely and rain
lashed hilltop rebro site-wet! 

Overall it was a hard but enjoyable camp, with much learned about 
small dets working for prolonged periods in an uncertain and stressful 
environment. It was well worth the planning, persuasion, bribes and 
threats required from OC Maj Andy Flint , 2IC Capt John Crackett 
new PSAO Capt John Cullen (ex RE but learning), and the rest of the 
SHQ team. (RHQ thought it was a holiday). 

Maj Andy Flint (ear muffs) and two dets leaving Jersey by Sea 
King 

Don't be disappointed: 

COPY MUST BE RECEIVED 

BY THE 1 5th OF THE 

MONTH PRECEDING 

PUBLICATION 
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38 Sig Regt (V) 
Sheffield 

64 IGNAL QUADRON (V) 
PER ONAlITIES 

qn Comd Maj David Rigley 
21C Capt 'ike Green 
AO Capt Johnn) Johnson, SS i Jeff Pearson, SPSI SSgt Harry 
Griffin, PSI Sgt Dougie Eaglesham. 

Variou projects have exacted both military and .rade skills. The 
Leadership weekend piloted by the SSM proved to be a very useful 
man-management exercise, encompassing basic soldiering techniques 
of patrolling to shell-scrape and trench digging to stage 3 both of 
which were found highly enjoyable. The ladies reach for the cam 
cream now a oppo ed to the make-up for a good night out! 

The Squadron says goodbye to one of it longest serving officers 
Capt Johnny Johnson. Capt Johnson has given exceptional service in 
the Squadron and will be sorely missed. Our good wishes go to him 
from all for a long and enjoyable retirement. 

The fund raising effort culminated in the Regimental Walk of 38 
miles when a sum total of £1,142.00 was raised through various 
raffle . This was presented LO a local school for the mentally 
handicapped by Sgt Whitehouse. The Head John Perkins and some of 
the students came to Manor TA Centre to receive the cheque. The 
school plans to buy a computer for the children . The Sergeants' Me s 
al o donated a microwave oven for their use on Domestic Science 
projects. 

These notes have been produced by 5 Sqn who are based in 
Banbury, Oxfordshire. 

STOP PRESS. 'What did you say sir' (RSM to CO). 'I said they 
want us to represent the TA at the Cenotaph next year'. 'That's what 
I thought you said. Cor Blimey!' This event will certainly be an 
honour for the Regiment. 

S (QOOH) SQUADRON 
by Lt Graham Erskine 

Much water has flowed under the bridge since my last boss Maj Tim 
Hallchurcb asked me to write a few words for The Wire. Tim has since 
retired and it is now Capt Nick Nichols' turn to task me with this job. 
Nick took up the job as Sqn Comd 5 Sqn in 1990, coming from the 
RAF Regiment. Nick has a keen interest in the parachuting and 
infantry aspects of Squadron training. Jumping out and digging-in 
being the favourite words of his 'O' groups. 

I would also like to welcome two additional officers to the 
Squadron. 

Firstly 2Lt Toby Lancaster has taken on the recruiting programme 
and continuation training within the Squadron providing quality 
recruits for all trades with the two Troops. · 

Secondly 2Lt Janet Walker who has recently been commissioned 
and attached from 34 Sig Regt (V) found herself as IC of the Radio 
Troop. Janet, when not on exercise, is exercising in other ways. She 
plays second row for a civilian ladies rugby team and the England 
ladies 'B' team and hopes to be representing England in the ladies first 
team soon (good luck Janet we hope you are successful and don't 
forget the tickeb!). 

Myself? Well I am not so much the new boy now, although I 
haven't lost my infantry head and still have a rather fanatical 
attraction to pyrotechnics (What are these pyrotechnics? Aren't they 
something the Army used to use for training?). As 2IC of the 
Squadror I support Nick, with the help of my dedicated team of 
S CO's, Sgt George Alexander and Sgt Debbie Frankham. I head the 
Radio Troop. 
. May I also take this oppo~u~ity to welcome Cpl George Simpson 
mto the Squadron. George JOmed us from 602 Signal Troop and 
brings with him a wealth of knowledge from which I am sure we will 
all benefit. 

Lt Robert Stone, Commander of the 'Y' Troop with the help of his 
Troop IC, Cpl Dick Cherry and his ever resilient MT NCO Cpl Ray 
PhUip looks after all MT matters, line, and all that doesn't go 
'Bleep'. Between them they provide a high standard of care and 
maintenance to our vehicles (even if they have been known to wreck 
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Sgt Whitehouse hands over the cheque 

39 Sig Regt (SC) (V) 
Chelsea 

the odd generator) and provide comprehensive back-up to the Radio 
Troop. 

On a sadder note we bid farewell to W02 (SSM) Stan Charles who, 
after 26 years devoted service to the Squadron is retiring and taking 
up a position with the Army Cadet Force. SSgt Andy Douglas will be 
stepping into Stan's boots. We wish him luck! 

5 Squadron have enjoyed a rather successful and active time over 
the last couple of years and, even though the purse strings in 1991 were 
tightened somewhat, training still remained as demanding and exciting 
as ever. 

Camp 1990 was an exercise camp based around Ripon in Yorkshire 
where the Regiment spent approximately 10 oa:·s in the field. The 
exercise was fully tactical with the elements from the Recruit Troop 
and Headquarters acting as enemy. The weather was not fantastic but 
this did not dampen the Squadron's enthusiasm at all, we worked 
hard, and in the middle weekend played hard and everyone had a good 
time. The Squadron ate particularly well that camp due to Sgt Tom 
Stewart who had just joined from being a class 1 chef in the ACC. 
Thank goodness he has imparted his knowledge to the likes of LCpl 
David Jarvis-Cleaver before being snapped up by Headquarter 
Squadron who obviously spotted his talents on their various visits to 
our location. 

Since the end of 1990, when the Regiment gained a new 
Commanding Officer the emphasis has been on trade training, with 
the Annual Camp in June 1991 being a trade training camp based in 
Leek, Staffordshire. Since camp each exercise has been progressively 
'cranked-up' in preparation for Camp 1992 where the Regiment will 
be back in the field for the majority of the time carrying out a full 
blown tactical exercise. 

Of course there has been no shortage of fun along the way with 
Squadron weekends at Longmoor, Blandford, Bicester and SPT A 
which have proved very eventful. Sgt Stephen Cocksedge, who joined 
us from the Regular Army where he was a technician, certainly added 
spice to his NBC stanq on one basic training weekend. With limited 
resources he soon located the 20ft long underground pipe and 
proceeded to send casualties through it in full NBC kit, this man is 
dangerous! The next time I write ... 

WELCOMES 
We would like to welcome the following to the Regiment and wish 

them an enjoyable tour; SSgt 'Dutch' Holland on his last six months 
from 14 Sig Regt, Sgt Anne McNally from Aldershot Commcen and 
Sgt Steve Payne from 22 Sig Regt. 
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c ~~ws from Squadrons 

~) NORTHAG Air Support Radio Sqn 
~ Y BFPO 18 

EXERCISE SUMMER RELIC 91 
ASRS Annual Summer Camp took place in Mittenwald Southern 

Germany near the Austrian Border. We climbed/walked to the 
Zugspitze., t~e highest mountain in Germany some 2,964m above sea 
level. Trammg took place around the peaks of Edelweiss Kaserne 
which houses the training battalion of the German Army's Mountain 
!roops. It soon becam.e apparent that our pre camp training marches 
m and around the relauvely flat terrain ofTongeren were of no benefit 
when some of the Squadron, young and old 'flagged' before the first 
Alm hut. We were later to encounter the strange experience of three 
metre thic~ mow drifts in a stifling 30°C heatwave. The walk up to 
the Z~gsp1tze was ~pread over three days taking in some of the most 
beautiful panoramic scenery you could ever wish to see. At the end of 
each day our weary limbs and blisters were soothed with a traditional 
Alpine cveni:ig meal, followed by a beer or two with live music 
provided by our two guides, Hauptfeldwebel Knittel and Feldwebel 
Andris with LCpl Mark Richards in full accompaniment on the 
spoons, and Kpl. Nelson Piquer in fine song. The final climb proved 
to be both physically and mentally demanding especially for vertigo 
sufferers with gt Pete O'Brien and LCpl Brett Cowley hooking on 
throughout. The Squadron also made full use of numerous activities 
available which included, wild water rafting, mountain biking and 
paragliding. 

The Squadron was involved in three multinational Guards of 
Honour last year. The first being a surprise Guard of Honour for the 
outgoing Commander Northag Signal Group, Colonel C. H. W. A. 
Barten GEA. Three days later we travelled to Rheindahlen to say 

farewell to the outgoing CINCENT General H. H. Von- andrart and 
later at Brunssum. 

Welcome back to now LCpl Dave Rimmer, ig Margie, Jone and 
Caddy. 

AFCENT FIVE A SIDE COMPETITION 
The annual charity five a side football competition was this year 

held on Saturday 28 September, in Tapijn Kaseme, Maastricht. 
We entered a mixed team of Dutch and British soldiers which was 

captained by Sgt Paul Hubble. 
The first four games were played on a league basis with the team 

qualifying top of the ~roup scoring 14 and conceding nil, with Kpl 
'Thon' Donders showing why he was a Dutch youth international. 

T_he quarter final was played without Sgtl 'late again' Ron Boeser 
against the UKDSU. The game was finally won 1-0. Special mention 
to SSgt Jim Gray for missing a penalty. 

The semi final against BFPO (posties) was won 1-0. 
The final against RAF Bruggen was a fitting final to the day with 

Sgt Hubble and LCpl Mark Richards giving the Squadron a 2-0 
victory, with Sgt Dave Tuck keeping his clear sheet. 

The day concluded with an auction and disco when the winners 
trophy went to Sid Pete Savelberg. Special thanks goes to the JNCO's 
of AFCENT for organising a great day for both players and 
supporters, and, all for charity. 

'ODE DE PARADE' 
The multinational force, formed up in honour bound with a 
British RSM, none better would be found. ' 

He marched us on, he marched us off, for practice it was 
needed. 
He shouted and cajoled and very nearly pleaded. 

The day itself dawned wet and grey, was it on or was it off? The 
Commander could not say. 
We had one final practice and got it all together. The RSM was 
happy but what about the weather. 

As if on cue the sun came out and it was on, of this we had no 
doubt. 
With lots of pride in every step we kept pace to the drum. 

The flags flew, the band played, and Northag marched as one. 
So if in doubt for your parade, with best boots just soggy leather, 
put your faith in the RSM-for he controls the weather. 

ARRIVALS AND DEP ARTUR.ES 
The Squadron welcomes Sgt Steve Osman, his wife Sara and their 

children Kerry, ~ayne, Glen and Stephen. Sgt Dave Tuck, his wife 
Kathleen and children David and Christopher join us from RMCS. 

Sgt Mick Arnold, his wife Debbie and son Alan leave us for ASMT 
Leconfield. Best wishes for the future. 

5 AB Bde HQ and Sig Sqn 
(216 Para) 
Aldershot 

PERSONALITIES 
Sqn Comd Maj I Foxley 
2IC Capt R. P. Wilson 
RSM WOI (RSM) W. J. Haslam, QM Maj Fred Bancroft, AO Capt 
John Aspinall MBE, Ops Offr Capt Rob Meinertzhagen, A Troop 
Comd Lt Fred Wichelo, B Troop Comd Lt Mike Rogers, RQMS W02 
(RQMS) Steve Clarke, FofS W02 (FofS) Lee Wookey, YofS W02 
(YofS) Ken Sirr. 

THE CAMBRIAN PATROL 1991 
What is the Cambrian Patrol? It is a three day patrol competition 

where teams consisting of eight men take part in a demanding, 
exhilarating, and a severe test of infantry skills and physical 
robustness. The award that a patrol can achieve is based on the 
percentage of the total marks available that the team scores and are 
as follows: Gold-750Jo or more, Silver-60-740Jo, Bronze-45-590Jo, 
Merit-440Jo. The Sqn Comd Maj Ian Foxley decided that the 
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Squadron should enter the '91 competition and once the idea was 
impll!-nted into S.Sgt Nick Nielson's mind, t~e. Tr~ning Wing SNCO, 
trammg started m earnest. Two week's trammg m Sennybridge saw 
the team, consisting of: Capt Wacko Wilson, Sgt Jack Hawkins, Cpl 
Billy Dilkes, LCpl Phil Smithurst, Sig AJ Combes, Mick Brown, Mick 
Springett, Hugo De Burgh and reserves Sig Terry Blakely and Steve 
Baigent exercised in battle skills, obstacle crossing, agent contact, 
recognition, ambush drills and harbour locations, to name but a few. 
The training was hard and the days long made all that more enjoyable 
by the roof on our base camp rattling all night long and making sleep 
impossible. 

The competition started on 28 October and was conducted on the 
Sennybridge training area in unny Wales. After a short brief by the 
COS HQ Wales we were given our orders for the next three days which 
consisted of a tab, a march for the less educated, of approximately 
70km with various skills being tested on the way such as first aid, close 
target recce, comms, ambush drills and many more. We were to 
remain tactical throughout the competition never knowing when or 
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where we were being ob erved and therefore never having the 
opportunity to relax. 

The Wei h weather lived up to expectations with the result that we 
were oon all soaked and looking like prunes although Capt 'Wacko' 
Wilson put hi wrinkles down lo udden ageing. At the end of the third 
day, after returning to base camp feeling tired and reflecting on what 
hould have been, it came a a complete surprise to find that the team 

had been awarded the Gold medal, one of only seven teams out of 71 
who entered. SSgt Nick Nielso» also informed us that as a minor unit 
we could have entered the wo day competition but as 'skilled 
infantiers' we wouldn't have wi hed it any other way . 

The achievement was indeed an excellent one. However without the 
guidance of the Training Wing Staff, SSgt Nick Nielson, Cpl 'Scouse' 
Hale and LCpl Richie Long it would have been a different result and 
for that we give them our sincere thanks. 

Cambrian Patrol Team 1991 
l to R: Cpl Scouse Hale, LCpl Richie Long, Sig Steve Baigent, LCpl 
Mick Brown, Capt Wacko Wilson, LCpl Paul Springett, Cpl Billy 
Dilkes, Sgt Jack Hawkins, LCpls Elmo Combe, Hugo DeBurgh and 

SSgt Nick Nielson 
Absent on Duty: LCpl Phil Smithurst and Sig Tez Blakeley 

DINING OUT 
On Friday 29 ovember 1991 the Officers, WO's and SNCO's and 

their wives dined out Sgt Steve Wbittick on completion of 27 years 
service, 20 of which he has served with Airborne Forces . Steve 
represented the Corps at Hockey and was a long standing member of 
the Corps Freefall Parachute Display Team, the Blue Helmets. 

He served for two years on attachment with the Parachute 
Regiment Freefall Team, the Red Devils, and whilst with them he was 
awarded the 'Golden Lanyard' for having completed over 1,000 
parachute descents and is the only member of the Royal Signals to be 
awarded this distinction. He is also the only member of the Parachute 
Signals to have made a parachute descent in front of Her Majesty the 
Queen when she reviewed Airborne Forces in 1967 and 1990. From all 
ranks within the Squadron we thank Steve for all his hard work and 
wish him all the best for the future. 

REGIMENTAL DINNER NIGHT 
To celebrate the 50th anniversary of Airborne Signals it was decided 

by 'the powers that be' that the Squadron would hold a Regimental 
Dinner Night. This was a good opportunity to give the junior ranks 
a taSte of what such dinner$ entail and to show that it was an occasion 
to be enjoyed. At first the rumblings from the lower echelon were far 
from favourable, however, the moaning was not going to halt the 
event so in the end it was accepted as an occasion to bear with. As it 
happened, and much to the surprise of all the junior ranks, the 
evening was a great success, never had Arnhem kitchen seen such 
splendour with W02 Mel Sommersall displaying his undoubted 
expertise in arranging the dining area. 

The dinner was soon underway and, after the initial formalities, 
everyone relaxed and enjoyed an excellent meal provided by our own 
Master Chef W02 Bob Levine and his team of chefs. At the end of 
the meal our guest of honour Brig C. A. Brown, Comd 2 Sig Bde, was 
asked to present the Sportsman of the Year award to Cpl Steve Lynch 
much to his surprise, but supported by everyone present. There then 
followed reviews by LCpl 'Mermaid' Carter with his rendition of 
Gunga Din, Cpl Geoff Wright with his rendition of Tommy, Cpls 
Scouse Hale andSteve Girling who proved to be comedians in their 
own right and finally a song, 'The Merry Month of May' sung by Cpl 

teve Lynch and LCpl Phil Smithson. This was followed by an 
address from the Sqn Comd Maj Ian Foxley on what 1992 held in 
store for us and finally an address from the Brigadier on his thoughts 
and pride in the Squadron. The dinner proved to be a great success, 
enjoyed by all and one we look forward to repeating next year. 
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WOl (RSM) Billy Haslam receiving a presentation to the mess 
from Sgt Steve Whittick on the occasion of his dining out 

Sgt Steve Whittick receiving the very first Airborne Signals 
Golden Jubilee Commemorative Plate from Louise Twining the 
Contract Sales Manager at the Royal Worcester Porcelain factory . 
(These plates are available to all ex members of Airborne Signals, 

if interested contact Capt J. Aspinall MBE-0252-349547) 
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PERSONALITIES 

19 Inf Bde HQ and Sig Sqn 
(209) 

Colchester 

Sqn Comd Maj G. A. James 
2IC Capt P. R. M. Evans 
QM Capt D. J. Lumb, AO Capt. F. M. E. Jacobsen, O Tp Comd 
Capt A. G. Ross, N Tp Comd Lt D. G. Taylor, RSM WOI (RSM) 
G. C. Walker, RQMS W02 (RQMS) G. L. Jackson, YofS W02 
(YofS) S. M. Little, FofS W02 (FofS) S. G. P. Whiteford ORSQMS 
SSgt S. D. Windus, 0 Tp SSgt SSgt A. K. Waldron, N Tp SSgt SSgt 
D. A. Deegan, SQMS SSgt Meakin. 

We have deployed to Germa~y on Ex Quadriga Gallop, visited by 
a number of Members of Parhament, a 'Look At Life' visit and a 
leadership exercise. We also welcome the return of Capt Alistair Ross 
after his long absence from the unit doing a series of course. It is a 
pity that he is posted in March as the jobs are piling up and he has 
yet to fit his marriage into the Forecast of Events! Another returnee 
to the Squadron is Cpl Tom Murray who has been on Ex Long Look. 

EXERCISE NOVEMBER'S NAUTIC 
Ex November's Nautic was a four day leadership package designed 

to test the nerve and physical stamina of 20 members of Oscar and 
November Troops. The week was planned by Lt Dan Taylor and 
began with a long drive from Colchester to Plymouth which was 
rewarded with the obligatory visit to Union Street for a quiet evening's 
'entertainment'. 

HMS Havoc (a Royal Naval training ship) is a mock-up ship which 
comes under simulated missile attack and fills with water. The job of 
the 'crew' was to plug the holes as best they can and sufficiently 
quickly to prevent the ship from flooding. Unfortunately, on the first 
attempt we were too slow and a gurgled cry to evacuate was heard 
from the engine room. As the team gathered on deck, confident that 
they had escaped, a muffled tap was heard from the deck below. 
Slowly it dawned on us that we were standing on the engine room 
hatch! LCpl Sean Meadows popped out like a rat from a sewer and 
was too white even to complain. Sig King floundered up the steps 
claiming he couldn' t move his legs. The worried DS asked him if they 
were crushed. In fact his drysuit had flooded and his legs were now 
a pair of orange Zeppelins that took two men each to lift. The second 
attempt at saving the ship proved to be much more successful, 
although no less hazardous, as many of the crew can testify from their 
patterns of bruising. 

Day two involved firefighting at West Moors Camp. This provided 
LCpl Steve MayeU with an instant sun tan and singed eyebrows. Lt Dan 
Taylor called the group in for a debrief and turned a fue hose on 
them. His pleasure was short Jived as the civilian firecrew blasted him 
with an even larger hose (to huge applause from his boys)! 

The following day was spent in the RNAS museum at Yeovilton 
followed by a session in the 'helidunker' . This was a cigar tube with 
several holes in it that is used to teach crews how to escape from a 
ditched helicopter. It seemed easy; undo the harness and float out of 
one of the many holes. However, in the next phase the lights were 
switched off, the capsule was capsized and everyone was told to exit 
from a single hole in an orderly fashion. It all started very well until 
LCpl Pete Watts tried to imitate a wasp trapped in a jam jar and 
bounced all around the capsule, (and in the darkness) kicking 
everyone and blocking the exit. Eventually from the middle of what 
seemed a jacuzzie, he emerged spluttering and cursing, only to be told 
to do it again! 

The final day was spent on the FIBUA confidence course at 
Copehilldown. This was an extremely long and varied course involving 
QM Capt D. J. Lumb, AO Capt F. M. E. Jacobsen, 0 Tp Comd 
fiendish obstacles . All in all it proved to be the perfect end to a 
challenging and enjoyable week many hope to repeat soon. 

THE ABBREVIATED DlARY OF EXERCISE QUADRIGA 
GALLOP 
by Sig Giddens 

It all started one pleasant Sunday evening. The deployment to 
Germany began well but went downhill when Sgt Duff (my packet 
leader) took a wrong turn on the way to Harwich (only 20 miles from 
Colchester). Once on the ferry the RSM remind~d us of the. standard 
of behaviour he expected from us. ! hope we did not let him di;l\~n. 

Some of the lads had never been to Germany before so dnvm_g 
through Holland to Germany on the other side of the road pose~ a bit 
of a problem at first. Even before we had got off the ferry Sig Stu 
Machin managed to crash into .the vehicle in front. A good start! But 
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at least he was there, unlike Sig John Ro who decided to have a lie 
in and had to be woken, 'gently' of course, by the RSM. After a long 
drive and two tours of Detmold we finally arrived at Hobart Barracks 
to find out we were dossing down on the gym floor. Bad karma! 

The actual exercise wasn't bad. Our first location was all right 
unless you were in the radio village. Mud up to the knees putting a 
mast up in the rain isr.'t my idea of fun. 

The exercise had quite a few mishaps. LCpl Mackenzie decided to 
stand in front of a wall as the Wavell vehicle reversed and was lightly 
crushed. LCpl Tubb and LCpl Giffen decided to roll their Rcbro 
vehicle which upset the Sqn Comd! Meanwhile Cpl Angove was 
having fun trying to reverse the Saxon up a hill and ended up cau ing 
a bit of environmental damage. 

Soon, it was on the move again and with YofS Little leading the 
convoy, we couldn't go wrong. Oops, yes we could-straight up a 
dead end. Lots of reversing with trailers was the order of the day. 
Never mind, Endex was eventually announced over the net and after 
a very quick tear down it was back to Hobart Barracks to stock up 
on the duty frees. 

Overall the exercise went well. Even the Brigadier said the 
communications had been good and he wa pleased. However, the 
RSM did not seem too happy and spent the return ferry trip scouring 
the decks for any outbreaks of impromptu karaoke singing. 

PERSONALITIES 

229 Sig Sqn 
BFPO 45 

Sqn Comd Maj A. K. Trimble 
AO Maj W. A. C. Griffiths 
Ops Offr Capt W. E. H. Adsett, SSM W02 R. A. Bailey, SQMS SSgt 
N. Thomas, ORSQMS SSgt A. P. Gillard, Trg SNCO SSgt M. P. 
Boyle, Radio Tp Comd Lt E. G. Wise, Tp Comd Comms Sp Tp W02 
(FofS) Moren, Comd Commcen Tp SSgt (YofS) Whittle. 

FAREWELLS 
The Squadron has had to say farewell to many of its personalities 

over the last few months . Farewells and best wishes go to Maj Max 
Little, Maggie and Timothy: Sgt Whiting, Cpl White, Gemmell and 
Ward, LCpl Forster, Sig Aggar and Walsh . 

ARRIVALS 
The Squadron would also like to extend a warm welcome to its new 

Commander, Maj Andrew Trimble and his wife Daryl, Sig Dave 
Marson, Pte Kay Prudhoe, LCp! John Welsh and his wife Tracy, 
LCpl Dusty Miller and his wife Maureen, Sig Keith Oldfield and his 
wife Tracy, LCpl Jason Scrase, SSgt Alan Gillard and his wife Marie 
Sig Craig Sneddon, Sig Gary Watson and Sgt Hobday and his wife 
Linda. 

CONGRATULATIONS 
Go to Cpl Nigel and Cindy Cathrew on the birth of Adam, Sig 

Steven and Jackie Suggit on the birth of their son. Maj Andrew and 
Daryl Trimble on the birth of Alasdair and to Sig Dean and Karen on 
their marriage. 

EXERCISE UNITY BEAR 
by Cpl Kev Wyatt 

On 22 November, we decided that the junior members of Radio 
Tp were bored with the non-stop night life of Berlin, so we sent them 
on a three day ramble through the Grunewald. 

The Exercise was devised and set up by myself and LCpl Mick 
Hatton to give the troop a bit of fun as well as to revise Basic Infantry 
skills. It consi ted of three sections of four men and women. Each 
section had to complete various command task and low level infantry 
skills with each person in the section taking a turn as Section 
Commander. 

The Exercise started with each section having to move from the 
bottom end of the Grunewald to a hide location with out being seen or 
caught by the OS. This brought to light some of the true identities of 
both DS and players. Just like SSgt Mick Boyle who turned up at 
about 1400hrs to ask if we had ~tarted the exercise. 

The next day started at 0700 hrs with Pte Lynn Sheridan making 
friends with one of the locals-a grunepig (wild boar) . That was 
followed by a quick four command ta ks, like pull a trailer \likm then 
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get back to the start point without touching the floor. It also included 
Mi k (Para) Hodd and Dave Hindley getting the sections to follow 
a piece of rope around a circuit as well as a small bit of ab eiling, all 
thi being done whilst blindfolded of course. 

The next day brought on more of the same stuff this time there 
being only three stand left to complete. This included each section 
bowing us their driving skills and LCpl Tim Williams asking the 

impo ible. 
On a high note, a qu ck 7km forced march and trip around the 

urban a ault course pro ided the finale for the exercise followed by 
a pint of beer and a curry in the Tavern Bar. 

STONES TROPHY 
by gt Mick Blakley 

The Stones Trophy is a football knock out competition open to 
Minor Units and Company teams from Battalions resident in Berlin . 
Alway fiercely contested, this year proved no exception. 16 teams 
entered the competition, seven minor units and nine companies. 

In the first round we were drawn against 2nd Regt RMP and duly 
ran out 6-1 winners with goals from Sgt Bob Webb RAPC (2), LCpl 
Tim Williams (2), LCpl Ian (Gilly) Gilmore REME and LCpl Andy 
Cameron. Two weeks later saw us playing C Sqn, 14/20th Kings 
Hussars and winning 4-1, with the goals from Webb (2), Cameron 
and Gilmore. TrJs put us into the semi-final where we met. A Coy, I 
R WF. After a close, hard-fought contest the final result was a narrow 
1-0 win with LCpl Mick Hatton getting the vital goal and our keeper, 
Cpl Ian Booth RE, reminding us why he is a regular in the BAOR 
squad. 

The Final, against B Coy, I Gordons, was played on a day that saw 
strong winds and horizontal rain. In front of a good crowd of 
supporters, the Jocks were led onto the pitch by a Piper and our team 
by Elmo, sporting his St George's Cross coat. The scoring was opened 
when Sgt Mick Blakley knocked the ball over the advancing defenders 
into the path of Williams who promptly tucked it into the net. A 
second goal from Williams followed after good work from Sig Ian 
(Eugene) Martin. The second half saw the Gordons, now playing with 
the wind, responding with a shot from their own half which 
completely fooled Booth. Not to be denied Williams completed his 
hat-trick to wrap up the game. 

The presentations were made by the CO of l Gordons and both 
teams retired to the Tavern bar to celebrate or to ponder what might 
have been. 

The Squadron Team 

244 Sig Sqn (AS) 
RAF, Brize Norton 

EXERCISE TACOMMEX 10/ 91 
Usually an Alpha Troop (AMF) exercise, left us (Bravo Tp) lads 

wondering, what was in store for us. It all sounded great at the 
briefing, Northern Italy, road trip across Europe to get there and a 
couple of days R&R at the end of it, excellent we thought, not 
accustomed to .A..lpha Tp's way of life. 

So Monday 7 October, wagons lined up, split into 3 TOCs, we 
awaited the signal to move. Our TOC's orders to move finally came 
at 1630 hrs, off we rolled towards Portsmouth where we would catch 
a ferry to Le Havre. From Le Havre our journey would take us 
through France with a night stop at Crissey, courtesy of the French 
Army. From Crissey we travelled along motorways (paying amazing 
amounts in tolls) to the Alps on the French/Italian border, where we 
spent our second night, in the extreme cold. From there we continued 
on to the last stage of our journey, driving along Italian Autostradas 
(paying even more in tolls) to our final destination, an Italian 
Army/ Air Force base, where we were well looked after and fed until 
it was time to start the field phase of the exercise. 

W02 (YofS) Mick Brady 
Moving 'TOC 3' now the rain has come 

The field phase was a non-tactical comms exercise, with plenty of 
day and night moves, which always seemed to take place in the 
pouring rain, just to boost morale. For TOC 3 the moves always 
seemed to involve travelling up huge mountains and setting up in the 
coldest places and resulted in having to get up at all hours of the night 
to rescue blown away 9 x 9s. 

With that phase thankfully over, we went back to base camp, to 
clean up and prepare for a trip to Venice and then R&R, but not 
before we had played a football match against an Italian Army team, 
sadly we lost 5-1. 

R&R took some of us on a trip to Saltzburg in Austria. It was an 
enjoyable exercise, with plenty of sights seen and new experiences and 
friendships made. 

SITUATIONS VACANT 
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MOD CIVILIAN VACANCIES 
Applications are invited from ex-military personnel and their 

families wishing to join the MOD civilian staff. Vacancies continually 
arise in Central London and Outer London for Patrolmen, 
Storekeepers, Communications and Electrical Technicians, Drivers, 
Clerical and other posts. 

Interested parties should contact: Steve Morgans or Peter Ashton 
on 081-854 2242 Ext: 3574. 
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249 Sig Sqn (AMF(L)) 
Bulford Camp 

SUPPORT TROOP 
The Troop bid farewell and good luck to Cpl 'Harry' Harrop and 

LCpl 'Jen.ny'_Hart. We welcome new boys Cpl Bull, Sig Robson and 
Westlake m lime to prepare for the units annual skiing holiday, alias 
Ex Hardfall. 

CONG RA TULA TIO NS 
Congratulations to LCpls Culleton, Madeley, Saunders Schofield 

and Taylor for coming. off the promotion board, soon to' realise the 
power and glory of bemg a 'full screw'. 

KAPE TOUR 
In October the unit was tasked to carry out a KAPE Tour. 

Capt Munro was nominated as tour leader but his enforced absence 
on JCSC meant that SSgt 'Strings' Stringer was left to do much of the 
planning and initial paperwork. Returning highly educated and a 
budding S03 Capt Munro joined the Squadron in Denmark on our 
AMF(L) deployment. Back from the home of Carlsberg the KAPE 
team had JO days until the tour started during which Capt Munro and 
SSgt Stringer completed much of the recce (ideally performed four 
months earlier). 

The KAPE team deployed on 5 October with its BV 206 transported 
down on a hastily acquired low loader. The team, including WCpl 
Helen Owen, WPtes Diane Munter and 'trouble' Travis from 243 Sig 
Sqn put in a great deal of effort and much enthusiasm. Long hours 
were often worked with 16 schools visited during the days and seven 
ACFs in the evenings. Much valuable PR and 'Keeping the Army in 
the Public Eye' was achieved. 

Memorable moments include the BV 206 throwing a track on the 
A38, and team members with a 'special needs' unit of handicapped 
children. The team enjoyed a couple of evenings out. However, the 
old adage of work hard, play hard, was applied wholeheartedly and 
the tour was a great success. 

TEAM MEMBERS 
Capt Munro, SSgt Stringer, Cpls 'Ted' Stuart, 'Bart' Storey, 

'Rikkie' Taylor, Schofield, LCpls 'Paddy' O'Malley, 'Jenny' Hart, 
'Jock' Wyllie, Sig Jones, Burke, Chubb, Rose, WCpl Helen Owen, 
WPtes Diane Munter, 'Trouble' Travis and Pte Jordan ACC. 

COMMANDERS CUP 
The Commander's Cup is an annual military skills competition run 

by 2 Sig Bde covering first aid, NBC, shooting and so on. The 
Squadron entered two teams and undertook a variety of mental and 
physical tasks with great enthusiasm. The competition has a heavy 
bias towards fitness and, the units rigorous training and weekly 
bergan running, paid off. The teams achieved both first and second 
places overall. Congratulations to Sig Robson on achieving an A 
grade on the first aid stand. The photo depicts one of the teams with 
Sig Ions in the foreground (centre), after the gruelling resupply stand. 

'Ready for More' - Resupply, 9th Stand 

THE WIRE, FEBRUARY 1992 

CAMBRIAN MARCH COMPETITION 
The Squadron was tasked with providing communications for this 

year's Cambrian March Competition. Two VHF nets were used one 
for competitors and the other for enemy/umpires. Mould was also 
utilised effectively. The patrol area was some 40km north to south and 
the rebros were stretched to give adequate coverage. The rebro sites 
were all on windblown desolate hill tops but the lads made the best of 
the 9 x 9 tents and settled into their homes for the week. The control 
cell crews based in Sennybridge worked hard but managed to enjoy a 
couple of evenings in Brecon. Overall an enjoyable exercise which 
earned the Squadron praise for our contribution to the success of the 
competition. 

MAIN TROOP 
We have a new fleet of vehicles to convert and test under the control 

of SSgt Stevie Rook. With a troop of 37 strong the Tp Comd Lt David 
Duggan is lucky to see more than JO men on parade at any one time. 
The usual 'Rent a Det' commitments have been going on with 
detachments away on Cambrian Marches and Comms Trials at 
Blandford. 

The Comms Trials team was led by LCpl Hodgy Hodgson whose 
trusty assistant, Sig Dusty Millar, managed to drop a 12m mast on 
£2,500 worth of kit that he was supposed to be testing (surprise 
surprise, it is not squaddie proof). 

Sgt Biddy Baxter, Cpl Scouse Connolly and LCpl Steve Whitford 
were in Norway on their Military Ski Instructors course. LCpl 
McTavish, Sig Solly Salisbury and Eddy McKeown are taking the easy 
option in driving the BVs for the Arctic Warfare Instructors Course. 
The Troop would like to welcome Sgt Dave Bunt from 21 Sig Regt, 
LCpl Mark Brooksbank from 30 Sig Regt, Cpl Kev Huffington from 
602 Sig Tp and finally Sig Sparky Spark from 15 Sig Regt. We say 
goodbye to LCpl Trigger Kent, Cpl Liddy Lidbetter and Mandy to 
civvy street, LCpl Arthur Lowe and Sig Dave Atherton to 30 Sig Regt 
and Sgt Bob Goode to Mike Admin Tp. Finally we would like to 
congratulate the following LCpls on their promotion to Cpl: Kev 
Buffington, Si Donnelly and Bri Hyde. 

MIKE ADMIN TROOP 
Life continues apace for the unsung heros of Mike Admin Tp with 

our ongoing commitment of keeping the unit running as well as 
participating and supporting the Squadron's extremely busy 
programme of events. 

FAREWELLS 
The Troop has recently said farewell to our QM Capt Bill White and 

his wife Rae to 14 Sig Regt along with SSgt (SQMS) Steve Hughes, off 
to a new job in 2 Div and Sgt Kev Gallagher (ACC) and his wife Julie 
to the sunnier climes of ACIO Torquay. We wish them all the best for 
the future. 

ARRIVALS 
Despite sad farewells, as usual, new faces arrive to replace the old 

and we extend a warm welcome to Capt Peter Bawden and Jill, SSgt 
(SQMS) Terry Crane and his wife Mary, Sgt Stuart Stapleford (ACC) 
and Sig Lamont and Bridger. 

CONGRA TULA TIO NS 
Mike Admin Tp managed to have some influence on recent 

promotion boards and we extend our congratulations to LCpl Colin 
Leonard and LCpl 'Sly' Sloman on their promotions. 

CHILDREN IN NEED 
SSgt (Y ofS) Dave Leaning decided that the unit hould try to raise 

some funds for this worthy appeal and managed to convince W02 
(SSM) Martin George that any person who paid £10 could attend a 
charity aerobics session in place of our normal Friday bergan 'fun' 
run. Needless to say, with this incentive, 22 individuals raised the 
'entry fee' and thoroughly enjoyed themselves not running over 
Salisbury Plain on a very wet Friday afternoon-well done YofS. 
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254 (UNFICYP) Sig Sqn 
BFPO 567 

HQ 
PER ONALITJES 
Sqn Comd Maj F. T. Riley 
2IC Capt P. J. Watt 
SSM W02 W. Henderson, SQMS SSgt D. Forbes, Chief Clerk Sgt S. 
James, Stores Acct Sgt R. Clatworthy, FSO Clerk Mrs F. Marr, 
Typist Miss A. J. Harris. 

gl Steve James breathed a sigh of relief when both our civilian 
po itions within SHQ were filled. He has stopped trying to increase 
his typing speed and also put his calculator away. We welcome to our 
small band Mrs Fran Marr as the FSO Clerk and Miss Mandy Harris 
a our typist. 

VISIT OF SOinC 
Maj Gen R. F. L. Cook visited the Squadron on 17 September. His 

tour of the Squadron included Radio Tp who were conducting 
communication trials with the four sectors on the line. The visit ended 
with a buffet lunch in the 'Wire Inn' attended by all ranks and their 
wives. 

~ & GC PRESENTATION 
The SOinC presented LS & GC medals to WOl (YofS) Dougie 

MacTaggart and SSgt Forbes. 

W01 (YofS) Dougie Mac Taggart and SSgt (SQMSJ Dave Forbes 
receiving their LS & GC Medals from the SOinC 

COMMCEN TROOP 
PERSONALITJES 
Tp Comd WOl (YofS) Dougie Mac Taggart 
Tp Sgt Sgt Mick Hodkinson 
Day Cpl Cpl Trev Bailey, A Shift Cpl Kev Mcintosh, B Shift Cpl Dave 
Birtles, C Shift Cpl Trev Cotter. 

ARRIVA~ 
The Troop welcomes Cpls Trev Bailey, Si Richardson, Dave Birtle 

and Kev Mcintosh, LCpl Tony Cherry, Sig Dave McCall, Craig 
Pullman, Pirrie, Sidney Greenstreet, Mick Stoneman and Cossle 
Co grove, Billy Baxter, Joo Prigent, Taff Phillips, Andy Burke and 
BiUcliffe. 

DEPARTURES 
We say farewell to Cpl Paul Miller (best wishes for your marriage), 

Cpls Pete Smale, Ginge Morgan, Ron Atkinson, Trev Cotter, LCpls 
Andy Sargeant and Anderson, Sig Taff Butt, Nige Brennan, Dave 
Weir, Jase Fairclough, Skids Skidmore. We congratulate LCpl Mark 
Andrew on his recent marriage to Lieann and Sgt Mick Hodkinson on 
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successfully completing the new Seargeants' Course. Also 
congratulate LCpl Tony Journet on his well deserved promotion. The 
Troop would like to say an especial farewell to WOl (YofS) Dougie 
Mac Taggart and Maggie- off to sunny Herford and thank them for 
looking after us all. Best wishes. We welcome YofS Bren Kelly and 
Jenny to sunny Cyprus and the UN. We wish them a good tour. 

RADIO TROOP 
PERSONALITIES 
Tp Comd 
Tp SSgt 
Tp Sgt 

SKILL AT ARMS 

Lt Paul Levesque 
SSgt Mick Halford 
Sgt Steve Shepherd 

Some members of Radio Tp took part in the Support Regiment Skill
at-Arms Competition. It was split into two categories, the SABO rifle 
shoot with Sig Steve Adams and our faithful Tp Comd Lt Paul 
Levesque taking part, the 9mm pistol shoot with the Squadron 'crack 
shot' Cpl Andy Cummings who scored well in practice. Cpl Wayne 
Tomskins and Sig Nav Elliot were taken under trainer Sig Si Norris's 
wing to gain experience. 

Well, the day finally came and the team gained second overall 
runners up position, a fair result. 

BRITCON MEDAL PARADE 
After three weeks of sleepless afternoons, lots of bulling boots and, 

starching our 'dessie combats' we took a deep breath and marched on 
parade on 4 October 1991. 4 RTR and Support Regiment 
amalgamated and presented themselves to the Force Commander on 
the Britcon Medal Parade. The bands struck up as we marched on, 
our only fear was the threat of torrential rain; we prayed it would hold 
off. After many General Salutes, Present Arms and Advance in 
Review Order, we received our medals from the Commander and then 
the Pipes and Drums broke into 'Amazing Grace'. 

The march past went well and we strode away proud as punch to 
celebrate the event. Recipients of the medal were: Sig 'Auz' Gambles, 
Sig 'Nav' Elliot, Sig 'Cossy' Cosgrove and Sig 'Mick' Stoneman. 

As for work, the Troop has been busy with yet more line tours and 
keeping the vehicles on the road. Comms Trials have continued along 
the buffer zone and familiarisation visits to Sector HQ's and OP's for 
the benefit of the newcomers. 

APHRODITES CONQUEST 
Radio Troop teams did well on an extremely hard course covering 

some 80km, over arduous terrain. So well, in fact, that they came 1st 
and 2nd respectively. The winning section consisted of MCpl 
Rousseau, Cpl Wayne Tompkins, Sig Rob Nicholls and Russ 
Wibberley. Runners-up were Cpl Paul Coates, Sig Andre Sirois, Nav 
Elliot and Andy Crawford. 

Congratulations to LCpl Ted Rogers Radio Tp's MT rep who, went 
out without a spare tyre and, managed to get a puncture on the first 
day. 

A mention also for Cpl Cummings who took the best part of two 
hours to travel from CPS to CP6, in a Landrover. This distance is 
covered by an average section on foot, in approximately 30 minutes! 
Quote 'Well it was dark' Unquote. It took him an hour the second 
time in broad daylight even though he was being guided over the 
radio. Radio Tp also won four of the five prizes in the raffle held in 
the 'Wire Inn' the night of the presentation. 'Didn't they do well?' 

DEPARTURES 
We say farewell to Lt Paul Levesque, Cpls Joe McGulggen, Paul 

Coates, LCpl Ted Rogers, Sig Bruce Thornton, Issac Newton, Steve 
Adams, Austin Gambles, Andy Crawford, Lee Goddard, Duncan 
Smith and Navick Elliot. 

ARRIVALS 
A warm welcome to their replacements: Lt Roger Trembley, Cpls 

Andy Cummings, Pete Gibbs, LCpls Simon Link, Paul Lockwood, 
Sig Alexander Smith, Robert Nicholls, Russell Wibberley and Robert 
Williams. 

To our Canadian friends: MCpl Mike Lapalme, Denis Carrier and 
Cpl Jim Culbertson-enjoy your tour with the UN. 
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TECH AND LINE TROOP 
PERSONALITIES 
Tp Comd SSgt (Foss) Carl Shead 
Tp Sgt Sgt Phil Skene, Wksp Sgt Sgt Si Norris, Line Sgts Sgts Paul 
Jennings, Taff Bryant. 

FAREWELL AND WELCOME 
Fond farewell to Sgts Paul Jennings, Rab Binnie, Cpls Scotty 

Carmichael, Matt Helm, Sig Chuggie Wray. Cheers Lads, thanks for 
all your ~ard work. Vf e say hello to the new arrivals Sgt Pete Atkinson 
and family from 4 Sig Gp. Sgt 'Chez' Chetra from 250 Sig Sqn. Cpl 

Ian Kingsford Smith from 30 Sig Regt, LCpl Paul Batley from 259 ig 
Sqn. Sig Doug Easby from 662 Sig Tp. Rob Lockau from 'somewhere 
in Canada' and 'Shippy' Ship from 259 Sig Sqn. 

SQUADRON DASH TROPHY NO 7 
The 'DASH' Trophy was upon us again. Tech & Line had one of 

the strongest Troop teams. The team started well gaining first position 
in the orienteering and coming a close second in the five-a-side 
football. Hockey was a walk over more or less so Tech & Line walked 
away with the trophy again! Well done lads. 

Tech and Line Troop . 
Back Row L to R: Sig Gill, LCpl Owens , Cpl Manuel, LCpl Goodhand, Sig Wray, Cpls Martin, Carmichael, L.Cpls Hayhurst and Cpl Smith 

Front Row L to R: Sgts Bryant, Norris, SSgt (FofS) Shead, Sgts Skene and Jennings 

YOUTH CLUB VISIT 
The Squadron hosted the seni?r and j~nior yo~t.h. clubs ~August 

as part of their summer hohday penod activmes. It mcluded 
competitions where the children were split into groups and .t~en 
proceeded around a circuit of five stands from mast raismg 
competition to line laying and passing encoded me~sages. Throughout 
the competition the children were filmed and the VJdeo put out on our 
TV system. A thoroughly enjoyable day was had by all. 

LCpl Ted Rogers controlling the 'airways'! 
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DHEKELIA DASH 91 
The J 5th annual Dhekelia Dash was held on Saturday 2 November 

1991, sponsored by HQ Dhekelia Garrison. T?e Das? is a relay event 
in which teams of 16 members each run a mile leg m turn. Support 
Regiment UNFICYP entered a veterans' team, which consisted of 
Infantry REME, ACC, RAOC, and Corps personnel. WOl (YofS) 
Dougie Mac Taggart, Sgts Steve James and Paul Jennings formed the 
R Signals element. The team ran a good race and are to be 
congratulated on finishing second in their class. 

The UNFICYP Sp Regt Team-spot Sgt Steve James-'HO dot on 
the i' 
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MILITARY KIL COMPETITION 
After four week of arduous training, PT at 0600 hrs each morning, 

the team was finally selected . The Squadron entered the bi-annual 
U FlCYP Support Regiment Military Skills Competition. Led by 
Capt Jon Watt and gt Mick Hodkinson the team consisting of Cpl 
Paul Coale LCpl Dan Owens and Sig Steve Adams took an early 
lead to beco'me overall winner , al o winning the lOkm march and 
map reading. Congratulation to the team. 

ORIENTEERING 
The Squadron Orienteering Team goes from strength to strength 

winning the Support Regiment Winter Competition. It achieved some 
excellent runs . WOl (YofS) Mac Taggart thought that he had ~ot one 
of the hort courses but actually ran the longest one and, won It! SSgt 
Dave Forbes and Sgt Paul Jennings represented the Regiment. in the 
U finals , a clo e fought competition ~gain t the Danish C,ontmgent . 
The Sp Regt team won by IO point with SSgt Forbes commg second 
equal and Sgt Jennings coming fourth . Well done. 

SUPPORT REGIMENT 
BADMINTON 

The Squadron finished second overall behind the Gurkha Tp Sqn 
with SSgt (FofS) Carl Shead, reaching the semi final of the singles and 
gt Phil Skene, reaching the quarter final stages . Well done. 

With VIP visits by the SOinC, CBF Cyprus and DCBF Cyprus 
interspersed with Battle Camps, Squadron 'Call Outs ' and Op Eva! 
inspections one wonders where one found the time to endure a number 
of social functions both informal and formal . Added to this, hardly 
a day goes by without the members of the Squadron participating in 
some form of sporting activity. The weather may itself have 
something to do with all this hyper activity-temperatures of 36°C 
were 'enjoyed' during the Battle Camp which contrasted sharply with 
the blizzards suffered by members of Mountain Tp over the weekend 
7/ 8 December 1991. 

VISIT BY SOINC 
A welcome visit to the Squadron was made by Maj Gen R. F. L. 

Cook on 18 and 19 Sept.ember. 
Starting in Episkopi on the 18th, the SOinC was able to see at first 

hand the progress of Project Crisp and to meet many individuals of 
both HQ Tp and Episkopi Tp. Joined by Mrs Cook for a Families 
Lunch in the Jimmy Club the SOinC went to great lengths to explain 

The SOinC chats to Sig Mollon in the Cable Pit 
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UNFICYP BADMINTON 
Sp Regt finished econd behind a formidable Danish select. Well 

done to SSgt (FofS) Carl Shead on reaching the semi-finals of the 
doubles and to Sgt Phil Skene on reaching the fiua l of the doubles. 

SUPPORT REGIMENT SOCCER COMPETITION 
The last five competitions have seen us in three finals, only to end 

up as runners up, each time. Could we win it this time? In the 
preliminary rounds the results were: v HQ Sqn-Won 2-1, v ATP 
GTR Tpt Sqn-Won 6-0. . . . 

These results put us into the sem1-fmals where we came up agamst 
our arch rivals the Wksps. After a keenly contested game we ran out 
winners, 5- 3. 

Goals: Sig Dave McCall (two), LCpl Tony Journet (one), Sgt Richy 
Clatworthly (one) and , an own goal by Wksps! 

So, into the final, yet again, where we met the Or~/Flt Det. The 
match began with both teams playing some very attractive football, as 
the players posses ed the skill and confidence to move the ball swiftly 
from defence to attack, under control. At half time we were 0- 2 
down. The second hal f began with a spirited and sustained attack by 
our team but it let in another goal. The team refused to give in and 
fought hard to the end though they were defeated, again! Sig Sqn 0-:3 
Ord/ Flt. Special mentions to SSgt Dave Forbes, SSgt Carl Shead, Sig 
Dave McCall and Sig Colin Pirrie for their fine performances 
throughout the competition . 

259 Sig Sqn 
BFPO 53 

the implications of Options for Change and, its effect on the Corps , 
to members of the S4uadron and their families. The SOinC visited 
Airfield Tp the following day where he saw the Troop in action on a 
demonstration of Battle Damage Repair and was shown the Corps 
newest Fibre Optic System installed at RAF Akrotiri . The visit 
culminated in the SOinC presenting Army Sports Colours to Cpls Dai 
Treeby and Dave Laverie. 

The SOinC, Lt Butch Maycock and SSgt Wick Phillips watch Sig 
Spud Murphy and Neil Wells repairing battle damaged cable 

19 September was effectively the end of the SOinC's visit to Corps 
units on the Island and it was both opportune and fortuitous that the 
Squadron were able to host him as their principal guest on their first 
Officers' and Senior NCO's Regimental Guest Night for a number of 
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year . There were numerous guests from units across the Island to 
whom the Squadron owed many favours . The Squadron are a 
n.e~arious bunch however and the del;>it book of favours was already 
f~lhng by the early hours of the mornmg wh~n 'wh~eling and dealing' 
fmally ended . All thanks must go to SSgt Nick Phillips and the staff 
of t ~e Stati on Se_rgeants' Me~s RAF Akrotiri for a really splendid 
evemng. Nick will not admit, however, to having arranged the 
demonstration of Greek dancing on the Top Table by Zorba the th ree 
inch cockroach . ' 

SQUADRON BATTLE CAMP 
The planner and organiser of the Squadron Battle Camp, Sqn 

Airfield Tp Comd , Lt Butch Maycock may have picked up some of 
the criticism for not overtly publishing the Battle Camp programme. 
if he did he wasn ' t letting on . The Squadron was split into two 
composite Platoons, each to attend one week of the Battle Camp. The 
remainder of the Squadron were 'press ganged' to act as DS or Admin 
Staff. Simple instructions were given to the players-parade outside 
the Armoury with SOP kit and su fficient changes of clothing to last 
for a week. Day One saw the reluctant warriors a semble at Mclanda 
A Site and immediately commence a series of instructional periods of 
first aid, heat stress (with temperatures as high as 36°C- extremely 
apt) and a field cooking demonstration by Sgt John Marsden- Family 
Welfare agencies were not called out after reassurance was given that 
he was not allowed to cook at home. One could detect the lethargy 
creeping in ; the heat combined with instruction on tactics, Geneva 
Convention and the like probably induced comments such as 'boring' 
and ' it's a doddle' from some mis-guided individuals in the bar later 
that night. This false sense of well being was probably reinforced 
when an unusually generous Tp Comd bought a final round of drinks 
and sent everybody packing to bed with a promise of a full breakfast 
at 0700 hrs the next morning . 

All lethargy was dispelled some two hours later when stand-to was 
called- the Melandian Taxi Drivers had started an insurrection and 
the MOD had ordered 259 Sig Sqn to support the legimate Melandian 
government. It seemed as if all the DS had undergone a personality 
change as the Platoon was ordered to embus, complete with all their 
kit and possessions and move to Akrotiri Peninsula. There they were 
met by a fr iendly Melandian guide, who on closer examination turned 
out to be Sgt Ken John. Sgt John, despite his sandals, proceeded to 
take the Platoon on a 15km trek across country to the Akrotiri Mole. 
Feet conditioned to the Mediterranean Sea or to hotel swimming pools 
were the first to suffer and judging by the grimaces on our warriors 
faces Bitter Lemons was an apt name for the exercise. Embarked on 
a LCT the Platoon sailed back to Melanda Beach to mount a seaborne 
attack on the Taxi Drivers led by Lt Colin Vaudin. 

The ensuing Platoon attack quickly routed the insurgents and Sgt 
Dave Bradford, the Platoon Commander quickly won favour with h~s 
men, when at the height of battle he handed over command of his 

Platoon and went to look after the wounded. Barely had the Platoon 
regrouped when a Wessex helicopter, courtesy of 84 Sqn RAF, arrived 
to take them further into the Bondu. Deposited on a plateau ome 
800m above sea level, the white faces showing through the cam cream, 
prompted the DS not to ask how a low level tactical flight in a 
helicopter was enjoyeJ. Secure in a safe haven it was a shock to many 
that it was only 1000 hrs on the fi rst 'real' day of the exercise. The next 
four days were spent in patrols, ambubh drills and counter ambus.h 
dri lls. Having defeated the insurgents the Platoon returned to their 
canvas hotel on Melanda Beach under the management of gt 
(SQM ) Nat Cole. The exercise was rounded off with a barbecue and 
some very innovative sketches from both the DS and the players. Cpl 
B. J. Forbes-Wilson was nominated NCO of the campaign and lg 
Billy Share, soldier of the campaign . LCpl Mat Donaghue wa 
awarded the Oscar fo r his impression of the Tp Comd in his sketch 
and hasn't been seen near RAF Akrotiri since. There were many Keo 
inspi red war stories going the rounds. Worthy of mention is LCpl 
'Bucket' Bowkett, who when captured during the escape and evasion 
had to wait until the interrogator changed the cassette when asked to 
give his personal details and Sgt Phil Wynne would have related the 
success of the ambush he commanded had he been there! 

OPERATION EV AL INSPECTION 
The old timers are finding it difficult not to call the Op Eva! 

Inspection, the ARU. 20 November 1991, marked the final visit to the 
Squadron of CBF Cyprus AVM A. F. C. Hunter CBE, AFC. He had 
previously visited Mountain Tp and Airfield Tp on his inspections of 
RAF Troodos and RAF Akrotiri. His visit to the Episkopi elements 
of the Squadron commenced with the inspection of a Barrack Guard 
commanded by SSgt Steve Dob on . 259 Sig Sqn only had half an hour 
in CBF's busy programme of inspection of Episkopi Garrison units 
and being 'first on' the Squadron was well aware of its importance in 
setting the tone for the day. It was evident that CBF was very 
impressed wi th the immaculate drill he had seen displayed by the 
Barrack Guard and he was extremely impressed with the 
demonstration of Systems Control laid on by Sgt Dave Bradford and 
Cpl John Daveron. His visit culminated in a group photograph with 
the Squadron Management. 

RUGBY 
The Squadron team resplendent in their new strip set off fo r a pre 

season tour at Dhekelia. Two games were played against 62 (Cyprus) 
Sp Sqn RE (lost) and 3 Sqn 9 Sig Regt (won). The Minor Units League 
has started with mixed success, played four, won two and lost two. 
The notable win is the last game against HQ Episkopi Garrison by 34 
points to 10 which is a good portent for the future . Mention must be 
made of the new members of the side, including the super substitutes 
Sig Jones, Johnfinn and Powell . 

The Squadron Rugby Team proudly displaying their new strip 
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56 Sig Sqn (V) 
Eastbourne 

PER ONALITIES 
qn Comd faj Bob Williamson 

21C apt Brian Heatbfield 
58 Tp Comd Capt Michael Stewart, 21C 858 Tp 2Lt Karel! Fletcher, 
59 Tp Comd Lt Sandra Wilkosz, 21C 859 Tp 2Lt Jaquelme Blake, 

M W02 (SSM) Malcolm John , PSI (S) SSgt Ian Flooks, PSI (E) 

gt Jim Paine 
The new cycle of trade training has now commenced and we have 

had two successful Squadron exercises, supporting 42 Inf Bde at 
Sennybridge. 

Two members of the Squadron, LCpl Tony Potter and LCpl Tony 
Barnett have recently attended a Detachment Commanders C?urse ~t 
Catterick and we are pleased to announce their promouons, in 
addition to the promotion of LCpl Gary Sho!"1er . . . , 

o doubt enthused by their experiences gamed dunng this year s 
Annual Camp on the continent, three members of the Squadron, Cpl 
Mike Dowds, Sig Andy Harding and Sig Sai Lee, volunteered to .spend 
a further two weeks early in September on attachment to 249 Sig Sqn 
(AMF(L)) on exercise in Denmark. A1:1 were kept working extrem~ly 
hard during the two weeks, not only .m supplym~ comm~ but domg 
their fair share of infantry work which was an mteresung c~ange. 
Word has it that they are all now accomplished shell-scrape diggers! 
Following their success two further members of the Squadron have 
volunteered to undergo Arctic Training with the same unit. 
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Eastbourne TAC was recently visited by Comd 12 Sig Bde (V), Brig 
Peter Burke on a training evening. During his visit Brig Burke 
presented Sgt Tim Odam with his TEM. 

Both Troops took part in their respective Remembrance Day 
Parades. We were pleased·to see a good turnout especially of WRAC. 

Needless to say the last few months have not been all work and no 
play. Nine members of the squadron took part in a charity abseil event 
off Peacehaven cliffs to raise money for the Spastics Society. On a hot 
and sunny September day Lt Wilkosz, 2Lt Blake, Sgt Odam, LCpls 
Cooper and Potter, Sig Crick, Buckingham and Cox and Pte Cooper 
donned crash helmets and safety harnesses and stepped over the edge 
... Variety was the theme of the day, and spectators below might 
have been forgiven for wondering if seeing really was believing as a 
devil, a gorilla, a Russian Cossack and sol~iers .in v~rious forms of 
dress descended the 130ft cliff face. An exh1laratmg time was had by 
first timers and old hand alike, in fact Pte Cooper went back for 
econds. We were very pleased to raise a total of £670. 

Not content to rest on his laurels, Sig Karl Buckingham aided and 
abetted by Cpl Mick Dowds, Sig Andy Harding and Shirley French 
decided to enter the charity Assault Course Challenge at Brompton 
Barracks in October run by the Spastics Society. They raised £140 and 
came a very creditable joint fourth out of the fifty teams competing. 

Bonfire Night was, as usual, celebrated in style with a fireworks 
display and was well supported by families and friends. 

We would like to offer our congratulations to two members of 858 
Tp, LCpl Sam Shrewsbury and Pte Tracey McCann, who were 
married on 7 September 1991. 

Further congratulations are extended to three members of the 
Squadron who have recently become fathers. Two have been there 
before, however, this is the first for Sgt Jock Dyer. 

Finally, we would like to say a few words of welcome and farewe~l. 
We welcome Sgt Jim Paine to 859 Tp as t.he new PSI.an? h?pe he will 
enjoy his time with us. We have also discovered ~1s smgmg talents 
which seem to be displayed at every occasion possible! 

Farewell to Lt Simon Palmer, ex Tp Comd 859 Troop, who has 
moved with his job northward and has joined 71 Sig Regt (V) ~nd 
Farewell to Capt Brian Heathfield who, after a long and loyal serv1~e, 
has joined the Regular Army Reserve of Officers . We thank him 
especially for his efforts during his time as Second in Command of the 
Squadron. 
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.:_ Niws from Troops - ·' ·-.. 

633 Sig Tp 
BFPO 12 

PERSONALITIES 
Tp Comd Lt Phil Harlow 
FofS W02 (FofS) Phil McGiveron 
Y.ofS W02 (YofS) Jim Storey, Tp SSgt Clive Sear TQMS s t D 

1mpson. ' g ave 

HELLOS AND GOODBYES 
We welcome Lt Phil Harlow from 30 Sig Regt who has taken ove 

from Capt Elton Davis. SSgt .Clive Sear has left for 14 Sig Re an~ 
been replaced by SSgt Lewmgton and gt Dave Simpson gis at 
Harr~gate and we welcome Sgt Abson who arrives on promotion from 
264 Sig Sqn. Hello, goo_dbye and good luck to you all. 

One other nota~le amv~I was LCpl Trigger Rigby who was woken 
~P for P! after his 2Js~ birthday party to find himst:lf on a mattress 
m the middle of the cncket pitch. Nice one Trigger! 

TRIP TO BANANA BANK RANCH 
At the wrong side of 0630 hrs one day in October 18 members of 

the '.roop and the Camp De~tist set off for a d~y of horseback 
merr!ment. Cpl Russ Tong provided the air conditioned transport and 
the first ~top was at the Belize City Ice Factory. Capt Elton Davis and 
the dentist Capt 'Doc' Palmer were to be seen frantically waving 
personal ster.eos out of the back and sides of the vehicle in a vain 
attempt to pick ~P the England v Scotland rugby match. 

The 90 m1~ute J~u~ney t.o the ranch soon got us going and on arrival 
we changed int.o ndmg kit, stuck a couple of 'blue grenades' in the 
saddle bags while Sgt Stu Barclay and LCpl Kev Maidment began the 
task of feeding the 5000 with a barbecue. 

Our guid_e, who dubbed. himself 'Desparado', introduced us to 16 
ang.ry lookmg horses, obv10usly not looking forward to the task of 
ta_kmg 16 'beserkers' on the usual jungle bimble. We set off at a 
leisurely pace but once through the gates, bedlam broke out. Cpl 'H' 
Lloyd took off a~ a gallop and everyone else followed, completely out 
of control. O~r first casualty was TQMS Sgt Dave Simpson who went 
for a proverbial burton. It was a perfect three point landing: nose 
cheek and left eye! The guide tried to catch the horse, leaving the TQ 
~o tr1:1dge back to HQ. LCpl Dave Scragg was also a faller, and took 
1t qmte calmly, until someone pointed out that he'd landed in a red 
ant n~st. There followed a lOOm dash in very small circles with much 
slappmg and, of course, bags of sympathy! 

Once remounted we were joined by LCpl Kev Maidment on the 
rogue horse. The trek took us through jungle forests and rivers, and 
we h~d our next faller at the water. LCpl 'Trigger' Rigby decided it 
w_as time for a!1 early b.ath, and Cpl Russ Tong got his feet wet when 
his mount .decided to lie down for a good wallow. Out in the open, 
the pace picked up, but mo.st were now hardened jockeys, Sig Brad 
Bradbury managed to stay m the saddle when it slipped underneath 
the horse! 

We finally galloped b~ck to HQ in time for a few painkillers, a 
barbecue and, a true Behzean downpour, and with aching limbs we 
boarded the transport for home. 

Inevitably, a stop at JB's was required. A small bar in the middle 
of nowhere and famous for that reason alone. Sufficiently fortified, 
ever~one was in fine voice for the trip home and, led by Cpls Graham 
Oldfield, Craig Auld and 'H' Lloyd the 4 tonner sang its way back to 
APC. 
. Our final faller was Sig Vinny Hill . Without a horse in sight, and 
Just past the Guardroom he managed to fall off the back of the 4 
t~ni:ier. After awarding points for style, execution and degree of 
difficulty we checked he was still alive and called it a day. 

Thai:iks go to Cpls Craig Auld and 'H' Lloyd (both now posted) for 
arrangmg the day, and to the Troop Comd for supervising his men as 
they fell around him . 

JUNGLE COURSE 
by LCpl Kev Maidment 

'Jungle Survival Course from 3-10 ovember'. Well, that's what it 
said on orders. 'I'll buy that for a dollar', I thought. A week off work 
and it could be quite interesting. When HQ finally ent out the course 
instructions three working days before its commencement, it had 
stretched from one week to two weeks and suddenly transformed into 
a basic Jungle Warfare/Survival Course. Cheers Staff! 

After a four hour Bedford journey, myself and Sig Tim Johns 
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together with the other students arrived at the exercise area. We 
unloaded all the equipment and were shown where to set up our 
har~our area. All ~Orts of things were going through our heads, 
partlcu~arly tho~e wild, hungry creatures and the thought of sleeping 
smack m the middle of them. 

The f~rst day was the usual course brief of 'dos/don'ts' etc As we 
had .arrived late we were told to set up our bashas and have our 
evening meal. Unfortunately for Tim, his hammock split down the 
centre _so he had to bo~row a camp bed from the instructors; 
something none of us envied because I found a large black scorpion 
and others found large tarantulas under their webbing over the next 
few days. 

T.he next ~ay people were commenting on how cold it had been 
dunn~ the nigh~. How I laughed; and they thought I was a fool for 
carrymg a .sleepmg bed, on the advice of the Troop's 264 member. 

We received lectures on patrolling techniques and of animal and 
man-traps (No not Rauls Garden). 

The. CBF was going to pay us a visit with the BDF Colonel the 
followmg day so we were asked to place a few demo traps-a chance 
for the juniors to get their revenge. From a cast of thousands (two) 
I ".'as vol1:1nteered to explain the various uses of the trap to the CBF. 
It is a!11_azmg how some people forget where they have set a trap. I was 
explamrng something of the CBF when the RAF cook walked straight 
through the trap, much to the amusement of the Brigadier. 

Ev~ntually we took part in the final tactical phase, which was most 
a.musing, with the BDF who insisted on 'Chewing the Fat' at night 
lime. W~en told that you have to be quiet during tactical operations 
they replied 'If you don't talk, it's bad for morale' Can't argue with 
that, can you? 

At E!1~ex w~ returned ~o _Price Barracks for a ceremony attended by 
the Bnush High Comrmss1oner who presented us with certificates. 

CHARITY RELAY RUN 
by Cpl Russ Tong 
'~ow f:ir,! Cooma Cairn Mountain to Airport Camp, all JOO miles 

of It, I am t happy about that'. No one was, but never-the-less 10 
volunteers were found; well it was in aid of charity. The aim to raise 
B$2000 and complete the distance in under 12 hours. ' 

After weeks of ~duous training, ably led by Capt Elton Davis 
(when he wasn't racmg Sgt Brian Wilk.ins and Cpl Russ Tong!) the 10 
man team was ready for the off. The plan was to travel to Cooma as 
a group, stop the n.ight and start the following morning at 0600hrs . 
After a hect.1c loadmg of our somewhat ageing minibus the leading 
Landrover crewed by LCpls Kev Maidment and Dave Scragg for 
reasons best known only to themselves decided they couldn't wait and 
departed, leaving the minibus still looking for fuel, nice one Sgt Tony 

The 'Bish Bosh Boys' Caribbean Charity Relay Team 

Ben Hey . To cut the sto~y short, the minibus was eventually abandoned 
at the bottom of an impassable Cooma Cairn tract stranding the 
Troop Comd and Sgt T. Bentley for four hours until our Cooma 
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ba ed recovery team, LCpl Band and Wood made yet another 'admin 
run'. fter, C\t:ntually, all regrouping at Cooma we received a warm 
\\elcome from our J SU ho ts whereupon they refused u blanket 
(a k W02 Phil McGiveron) and even toilet , (so who was in charge or 
the admin?) 

t 0600hrs the following morning Sgt Stu Barclay , looking the part, 
complete with miners' lamp tarted the fir t 5km leg down the muddy 
mountain track. By 1200hr the team had reached the main road only 
to find one now totally seless minibus which meant Sig Brad 
Bradbury oming to our rescue with a econd vehicle. Each leg was 
516km with each member averaging 22 min a leg. Blisters started to 
open, pace makers had new batterie in erted and the jokes became 
fe\\er . Strangely 'Rainman' LCpl Kev Maidment managed to arrange 
rain for each of his leg and Sig Vinney Hill large inclines for his! 

By the end of the second legs LCpl Dave Scragg, driving the safety 
vehicle behind the runners, was going stir crazy and Sgt Phil Pett still 
complained of the state of hi feet. It was only then that we di covered 
Phil 's shoes were JO years older than the oldest of the team members 
(good prior preparation Phil). A telemech wa overheard to say ' Well 
Phil 's not u ed to having his feet on the ground'. 

The third leg found the Troop Comd, FofS, Phil Pett and Brian 
Wilkins slapping grease on their legs at the ide of the road, and the 
rest of the team including SSgt Clive Sear, Lee Pailing and Russ Tong 
doing a Morri dance to get rid of the mosquitoes and sand flies. 

The team finished in IOhrs 45 mins and, ran into camp together 
watched by the local Iguana, a stray dog and, oh yes, a Gurkha on 
the camp gate. 

Congratulations go equally to the Admin (yes admin) staff and the 
runners namely, in order of 'legs': Stu Barclay, Phil Pett, Clive Sear, 
Russ Tong, Phil McGiveron, Vinney Hill, Kev Maidment, Capt Elton 
Davis, Brian Wilkins and Lee Pailing. 

TROOP CANOE EXPEDITION 
On the weekend 16-17 November, an extremely dangerous selection 

of men embarked on a canoe trip down the Belize River Said 
members being: Capt 'Dangerous' Davis, Sgt Stu Barclay, Cpls'Lofty 
Lofthouse, Graham Oldfield, Graham Kirtley, Sig Sonny Liston 
Vinny HilJ and Bob Hansford . ' 

On arrival at our push off point, 25 miles north of Burrell Boom 
Capt Hepworth ACC, our instructor, briefed us about the many wild 
animals we would see en route, especially the Howler Monkeys, which 
would leap and dance with excitement at the mere sight of three 
aluminium boats colliding into each other at regular intervals. The 
truth of the matter being that the only monkeys we saw had been 
stuffed and placed conveniently in prominent trees by Capt 
H~pworth. After three.hour~ of back brea~ing paddling we spied SSgt 
CIJ\'e Sear, (another wild arumal), on the nver bank, roasting prawns 
on the barbecue. After a hearty meal and feeling decidedly worse for 
wear our intrepid band of river pirates continued on their hazardous 
jourr~ey towards '_Little Falls' a set.of two rapids. With much girding 
of !oms and holding on for dear hfe all three boats survived intact. 

!he next day began at 0600hrs where boat number three ably 
sk.ippe~ed by ~gt B~rclay astounded the other crews by steering his 
canoe m a st~a1ght lme for at least 50ft. After a rather tough section 
of slow movmg water Sgt Sear, once again loomed on the horizon 
dressed as a waiter, as we docked for lunch. Miraculously he produced 
a table set for two, complete with starched white table cloth and tooth 
picks and Chateau Briand 69. (Obviously confidential time as only the 
two office~s got served). The expedition eventually came to an end 
some 50 miles from our start position, where we were extracted from 
the river, near to that world famous gardening centre. 

Lf!ft to Right: Sgt Stu Barclay, Cpl Graham Kirtley, Sig Sonny 
Liston , Capt Paul Hepworth ACC, Sig Vinny Hill and Cpl Lofthouse 

68 

PERSONALITIES 

662 Sig Tp 
BFPO 58 

Tp Comd Capt Les Rix 
AO Lt Kim Wardner WRAC 
SSM W02 (SSM) Dale lkin, Maint Section WOl (FofS) Peter Martin, 
Comms Section WO+= (Yof ) Chris Rogan, SQMS SSgt (SQMS) 
John Williams, FSS Cape Greco SSgt Nige Varley, Chief Clerk Sgt 
Steve Gorman. 

HELLOS AND GOODBYES 
Goodbye to Sgt Dave Porteous who has headed for London and the 

~on?~able Artillery Company, Cpls Tim Pickersgill and Trudy, 
Ozz.1e Chapman and Sue now in sunny Catterick for the Tl course 

and last but not least LCpl 'Lucky' Luckhurst and wife Michelle who 
have gone to the School of Signals. All will be greatly missed in the 
Troop, both at work and socially and our very best wishes for the 
future go to them all . 

Some new faces have appeared to fill the empty spaces in the Troop . 
Hello to Sgt Si Owen and Theresa from 244 Sig Sqn, Cpl Andy 
Dawson and Tracey swapping the Falklands winter for a more 
hospitable Cyprus winter. Hello to LCpl Dave Monger, joining us 
from JCUNI, Sig Darren Farrell and Julie from 2 Inf Div Sig Regt and 
Sig David Miles and Michell from 8 Sig Regt. Again the Troop's good 
wishes for an enjoyable tour go to all our new members. 

VISIT OF COMMANDER BRITISH FORCES (CYPRUS) 
On Monday 2 December 1991 662 Sig Tp hosted a visit by AVM A. 

F. C. Hunter CHE, AFC, Commander BF Cyprus for the Opeval 
Inspection. The Comms Section hosted the Commander for 45 
minutes. Two detachments, comprising Cpl Kev Murphy, LCpls Jas 
Foulger, Dave Monger and Sig 'Scouse' Farrell, had the unenviable 
task (in the form of a competition and a wager) to race into a location 
and establish comms with Sgt Si Owen, after erecting 2 x Sm masts . 
After 6 mins 25 secs of toil W02 (YofS) Rogan decided that it was a 
dead heat. The Commander said he was impressed by what he had 
seen . He went on to visit Maint Section. 

DHEKELIA DASH 
The 25th anniversary of this event occurred on 2 November 1991 

and was celebrated by the Troop entering two teams a fast and 
furious 'A' team and an 'Old and Bald' team and a femaie team, part 
of 'The Dhekelia Ladies' which included Mrs Diane Foulger who had 
been 'volunteered' by her husband! The ladies came first in their 
section, the 'A' team fifth and the 'Old and Bald' finished eighth. 

FSS CAPE GRECO 
by SSgt Nige Varley 
~pe Gr.cc~ is oi:ie of the last remaining British manned Ace High 

stauons sun m eXJstence. The only thing that has changed is the 
pers~nnel. Dealing with the outgoings first, SSgt John Smith leaves us 
f_or c1~vy street and ~possible future in the Police. John was a shining 
light m the Dhekeha water sports club and his hobbies included 
Station Commander at the Cape. We wish John and his family all the 
best for the future. 

Warm welcomes and hellos ar~ extended to the following SSgt Nige 
Varley takes over as the new Station Commander he is not unfamiliar 
wi~h Cyprus and in particular Cape Greco. Sgt Gary Corrigan has 
relinquished the post of Station Supervisor to Sgt Trevor Lund as it 
was interfering with his golf, soccer, hockey, rugby etc. 

Sgt Keith Tillman, foolishly, bet his wife he would never wield a 
hockey stock again, he has still not paid the bet. 

Our military representative is Sgt Rich Cousins who recently did 
very well in the Troop's annual march and shoot competition. 

, The resident driver electrician Sgt Alan Martins only claim to fame 
has been to get Sgt 'Doc' Docherty through his HGV3. Al tells me he 
only comes into his own when the snow is on the mountains. 

A mention goes to our civilian driver Mr Chris Masonas whose 29 
years working for the British Army was rewarded with a Long Service 
Medal . 

FSS Cape Greeb is a small station located at the eastern end of the 
Island . The personalities in the dog section at the moment are LCpls 
Ian Chamberlain, Steve Hogg, Nige Mottley, Rick Powell and myself 
Cpl Graham Lindon. 

We have two dogs on site: Shadow 7El 1 a long haired German 
~hepherd and Major OC38 a long-tailed Rottweiler whose stay at FSS 
is about to come to an untimely end after he attacked a handler! 

LCpl_ Mottley .has passed his dog supervisor's course held in 
Dhekeha and with LCpl Hogg is due to attend his Section 
Commander's course in May 1992 (good luck); we're keeping fairly 
busy. 
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ESBA MARCH AND SHOOT COMPETITION 
. On 141'-!ove~ber ~991, 16 teams from around the ESBA took part 
m a gruelhng 8 Vi mile Marc.h comprising of five Stands. The Stands 
were. 4.00m Rover and Trailer Push, a !km Stretcher Run, 500m 
Gemini Paddle, 800m Ammo Carry and finally a 200m Water J 
Can Carry. erry 

~ 

ESSA March and Shoot Competition 
' A' Team 

The time wa taken from the last man in and recorded. From there 
you w~r~ taken straight on to the range r or the falling plate 
compet1t1on. 

66~ entered two teams. Team 'A' was led by S gt John William 
and included Sgt 'Brad' Bradley, Cpl Steve Elli and LCpl Jono 
John~on. Team 'B' led by SSgt SI Tatman, included Sgt Ricbi 
Cousms, Cpl Kev Murphy and LCpl Jas Foulger. Team ' ' lay third 
in the run with I hr 36 mins. Team 'B' lay second after the shoot wnh 
28 secs with Iron Sights and the winning shoot team had 23 secs and 
Susat Sights. The placings overall were: Team 'A' finished fifth Team 
'B' eighth. Well done to both teams-we'll do better next ye~r! 

ESBA March and Shoot Competition 
'B' Team 

CAMBRIDGE UNIVERSITY OTC 
SUMMER ADVENTURE 
by Officer Cadet Alan Garrett 

I finished college at the end of June last year and from then until 
the end of September I spent 11 weeks in one form or another with 
the Army. 

First of all I attended the Cambridge University Officers Training 
Corps Summer Camp. The Royal Signals Wing spent a week in Wales 
'."'ith 244 Sig Sqn, joining in their exercise before re-joining the Corps 
m Folkestone for the CO's exercise and then shooting, sailing and sub
aqua. 

My attachment was to 244 Sig Sqn again, who had invited me to 
join them in Cyprus on Ex Lion Sun. I arrived at RAF Brize Norton, 
met some of the members of the Squadron and was issued with tropical 
combats. 2Lt Phil Abrams took me into 3 Platoon and we flew to 
RAF Akrotiri. The heat hit me when I stepped off the aircraft and we 
moved to Radio Sonde Camp. We all had a week to get acclimatised 
(morning runs, sports, etc), then 3PI embarked on four days of water 
sports-sub-aqua, canoeing, sailing, windsurfing, oh yes and sun
bathing. The next activity was four days on the ranges at Akrotiri 
shooting our APWT on the SABO, a new experience for me. l had a 
crack at individual and pairs live field firing which really got the 
adrenalin going . 

Then back to 'Radio Sonde' for a day before sening off for the 
Troodos Mountains-abseiling and climbing which was terrific fun 
and a few mountain walks. During this time I travelled back to 
Episkopi for the Squadron Officers and SNCO dinner night where we 
set upon a whole roast pig. Then back up the mountain to join the 
Platoon before we all returned for four days military training. In a fit 
of stupidity I volunteered for platoon signaller, thinking that I should 
use a radio at least once on a Signal ' s attachment. It was when I put 
my kit and the PRC 320 on my back that I thought ' bad idea'. The 
exercise was quite tough at times but exciting and we were kept busy. 
Best of all were the RCL beach-landing (did not even get wet!), the 
helicopter deployment and the final FIBUA attack with SA WES 
equipment. 

It was not all training and I enjoyed trips to Limassol, Episkopi, 
Larnaca and Ayia Napa where I could take in the Cyprus scene. And 
so Lion Sun came to an end and it was time to rush back, get packed 
and fly home to RAF Brize Norton. I had to return to Brize Norton 
four days later to pick up half my kit which had been impounded by 
Customs! . 

My thanks to Maj Alan Hutt for inviting me to join the Squadron, 
to 2Lt Phil Abrams for putting up with me and to W02 (SSM) 
Breretton and Sgt Tivey ('no more for him, chef'). Also thanks and 
best wishes to 244 Sig Sqn for giving me a ta te of the Regular Army 
and my 'Red Hand' memento. 

After Cyprus I moved on the the less exotic location of St Martii:i's 
Plain Camp in Folkestone, where I joined up with Hertfordshire 
Army Cadet Force on their two week Summer Camp. 
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From Folkestone it was a laden journey through London late Friday 
night to get to Cambridge for my next jaunt. Twenty students from 
Cambridge UOTC were off to Zimbabwe for 1hree weeks, two of 
which were spent in the Chimanimani Mountains. We were supported 
by Operation Raleigh and our job was to whitewash 12 border 
beacons on mountains adjoining Mozambique. 

lo three groups we set off with heavy packs and it was ardous going, 
but we all enjoyed it immensely and kept a good sense of humour
most of the time! We had a regular diet of corned beef and baked 
beans, chlorinated water and malaria tablets . Luckily we had chances 
to swim every four days in beautiful mountain pools . 

In my group of six were: Bill 'Boss' Busby, Caroline-the industrial 
washing machine, Eddie-water filterer extraordinaire, Andy-'Did 
you see that programme . .. ?' and Rachel-'Well Done!', an 
excellent bunch and our spirits were high, especially for the guy when 
it was girls turn to do the cooking. Male efforts were less than 
impressive! 

We painted 11 out of the 12 beacons, more than was expected by 
Operation Raleigh, and eventually we got off the mountains. In 
Chimanimani town we had hot baths before storming the restaurant 
and bar . Next week toured the 'sights' in Zimbabwe: the Great 
Zimbabwe ruins, Victoria Falls, Bulawayo, a game-drive and a day in 
Harare. 

Near Victoria Falls we spent a day white-water rafting which was 
exciting and immense fun, especially when the boat ripped everyone, 
except yours truly, into the Zambe.si river. 

We flew back to Britain on 24 September and I gratefully went to 
my house in Cambridge to sleep and recover from the summer. 

That was my summer with the Army over. However all this 
prepared me for taking and passing the Regular Commissions Board 
in October which will now allow me to continue to pursue my future 
career in the Royal Corps of Signals. 

White Water Rafting in Zimbabwe 
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THE ROYAL SIGNALS YACHT CLUB 

Admiral 
Commodore 
Vice Commodore 

Maj Gen P. D. Alexander CB MBE 
Col P. J . Pritchard 
Col R. A. Wright 

Rear Commodore : Offshore, Maj B. H. Rowe; Dinghies, Lt Col M. J. P . Collins; Windsurfing, Lt Col C. D. McK Kemp 

CONTACTS 

Yachtma ters: UK: Lt Col A. Davies, Blandford Mil 2344 
BAOR: Capt A. P. Bristow, Verden Mil 302 
Cyprus: Maj R. C. T. Cutherbertson, Ayios Nikolaos 7466 

Secretaries: General: Maj J. P. McD Coulthard, Tidworth Mil 2320 
Dinghy Racing UK: Capt D. C. A. Ellis, Blandford Mil 2489 
Dinghy Racing BAOR: Capt G. R. Norton, Herford Mil 2349 
UK Windsurfing: Capt D. J. Gilchrist, Tidworth Mil 2403 
BAOR Windsurfing: WOl J. P. Mold, Herford Mil 5285 

RETIRED MEMBERS 
Eligibility: Any ex member of the Corps is eligible to apply for 

membership of the Yacht Club. Applications should be forwarded to: 
Retired Members Representative Lt Col (Reid) A. W. Cudlip, 
JSASTC, Haslar Road, Gosport, Hants P012 2AQ. Fax: (0705) 
525073 Tel: Worthy Down Mil 2361 Civil (0962) 887361. 

Current retired members are requested to confirm their membership 
details so that the membership list can be updated to the Spring 1992 
publication of the retired members newsletter. It is to be hoped that 
the next newsletter will include: 1992 Rally details; Visitors mooring 
facilities of R SA, ASA and RAFSA and discounted sales through 
ASA. 

CORPS SAILING IN THE NORTH 
by Capt G. Odling, Sailing Officer 8 Sig Regt 

I am informed that a few readers may be under the misconception 
that there is no Corps sailing north of Southampton Water and 
that soldiers posted to Yorkshire are unable to go sailing. This is not 
the case and I hope that by the end of this article I will have proved 
that sailing in the North is very much alive. 

CORPS ENTERPRISES AT CATTERICK 
The six Corps Enterprise dinghies held at Blandford were transfered 

to Cauerick in March for use by soldiers in the north. They are sailed 
at Thornton Steward reservoir alongside two Garrison GP14s and 
six toppers belonging to 11 Sig Regt. The Enterprises are primarily 
used for individual and team racing but beginner training has also 
taken place in these boats with some success. More experienced sailors 
are allowed to sign for a suit of sails for an Enterprise for weekend 
use. This is on the understanding that they instruct beginners during 
the week. The Enterprises have seen considerable use during the 1991 
season with two or three boats being used most Wednesday afternoons 
and weekends and all six being used for training courses, regattas and 
team racing. It is hoped that the interest will continue in 1992. 

Capt George Olding tries to explain why the boat is floating so low 
in the water 

11 Sig Regt recently purchased six Topper singlehanders. These 
boats are great fun to sail and ideal for teaching beginners. The boats 
arc well suited to Thornton Steward reservoir which provides a very 
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safe sailing area with plenty of wind . Beginners are given the freedom 
to sail anywhere on the reservoir. Once they have mastered a Topper 
the beginner can move on to sailing the Garrison GP14s or the 
Enterprises. 

The AA Coll Harrogate is continuing to sail at Ripon Sailing Club . 
The College has five Enterprises, three Toppers and a Bosun . Over the 
years the College has introduced many apprentices to the sport , some 
of which are now amongst the best in the Corps . Although some of 
the boats are showing their age much sailing is still taking place. 

During recent years the North East District Dinghy Championships 
have been dominated by the Corps . Since 1984 only one individual 
champion has been non R Signals; this year' s champions were Sgt 
Craig Avey-Hebditch and Sig Colin Forrester. 8 Sig Regt won the 
team racing championship for the second year running and went on 
to become runners up to the School of Signals in a close fought ASA 
final. 

8 Sig Regt and the AA Coll Harrogate each had two crews entered 
in the Signals Regatta at Seaview. Capt George Odling and Sgt Craig 
Avey-Hebditch, both from 8 Sig Regt , were then selected to helm as 
part of the Corps team against the Sappers and Gunners in the 
Triangular Regatta at Sea view . 

Windsurfing at Catterick has flourished mainly due to the hard 
work and enthusiasm from Sgt Maw. 8 Sig Regt holds nine 
windsurfers, Sgt Dave Maw has sailed for the Corps and the Army in 
the Inter Services team and his knowledge and experience has been 
handed on to many other windsurfers in the District. 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
Following the, by now , well established custom, the Club Annual 

General Meeting and Dinner were held in the Crown Hotel, Blandford 
on 25 October. The occasion was extremely well attended, with 
members, both young and not so young, coming from as far afield as 
Norfolk and Yorkshire. In the best of traditions, many mainbraces 
were spliced during the evening and, no doubt, not a few leads were 
swung. Our thanks are due in particular to the Vice Commodore, who 
ensured that there was not too much swinging from the yard arm and 
to Capt David Ellis who spun us a yarn after dinner on the 124 
campaign and the team 's splendid success at the European 
Championships (see October report) . 

During the event, the Commodore was pleased to announce the 
recipients of Club annual awards and those involved are to be greatly 
congratulated. Meiktile Cup (Best Racing Record): Capt D. Ellis, 
Admiral's Bowl (Most Promising Member): Cpl P. Lever, Bolitho 

'Prize (Greatest Contribution to Encouraging Others): Sgt D. Maw, 
Shaw Cup (Services to Dinghy Racing): Capt G. Odling. 

The Commodore also referred to the Admiral's Report to the Corps 
Committee which highlights the considerable level of competitive 
success that the Club has enjoyed right across all sailing disciplines 
during a difficult year. As we move into a new year it is hoped that 
we are able to repeat this success in 1992 and remain pre-eminent in 
the Army in just as many events as 1991. 

OFFSHORE SAILING COURSE 
The highly successful Royal Signals Offshore Sailing Course will 

take place again this year from Monday 11 May to Sunday 17 May 
on the Army's new Victoria 34s. Application forms can be obtained 
from your Unit Sailing Officer or by contacting the course officer Maj 
B. H. Rowe at RHQ Royal Signals, Lond Dist 8444. 
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- Sport -

BASKETBALL 

The 1991 Squad : 
Standin~ (L to R) W01 John ~mith (Coachl - Comms & Sy Gp 
(UK), Sig Jonah Jones - 16 Sig Regt, Sig Pete Berry - AA Coll 
Harrogate, LCpl Bob Whipp - 16 Sig Regt, LCpl Mark Reeves - 3 
Inf Bde, Sgt Bagsy Bain (Capt) - 16 Sig Regt, LCpl Tom Hill - 3 Inf 
Bde, Cpl Mick Duggan - 3 Arm Div HQ & Sig Regt and Lt Col Terry 

Everett (Secretary) - School of Signals 
Sitting L to R Cpl Rocky Rock - 30 Sig Regt, SSgt Les 
Robinson-238 Sig Sqn'. SSgt Jimmy Peat- 264 (SAS) Sig Sqn, 
W01 (FofSl Dave Smith-School of Signals and Cpl Chris 

Youles-15 Sig Regt 

INTER CORPS CHAMPIONSHIPS 1991 
Report by Lt Col T. J. Everett Secretary 

The Squad duly assembled at Blandford for team practice prior to 
the championships. Two full days of skills and tactics with training 
matches against local civilian teams in the evenings. 

The first match on Wednesday 23 October against the 
Bournemouth Bears was disappointing, a low scoring pedestrian 
game, 18 all at half time. The Bears started fast and determined in the 
second half and quickly established a five point margin which equally 
quickly doubled to IO and so on. Signals could find no effective 
response and ran out losers at 30 to ·Bears 54. 

The following day the team seemed to have overcome jet lag and 
two days practice and produced a good performance against a 
competent Poole Echo Aztecs side to win with a confident 80 to 63 . 
It was noted that the arrival of SSgt Jimmy Peat, not available earlier, 
raised the whole team tempo which improved the performance and 
confidence of everyone. 

Friday and the move to Aldershot for the championships proper. 
First match vs INT at l 700hrs. Intelligence Corps had an improved 
side this year but not enough to seriously concern R Signals who 
quickly established a IO point cushion which had extended to 23 by the 
half. In the second half the coach WOl John Smith ran the whole 
bench through and R Signals maintained control with a final score of 
68 to INT 57. 

Saturday morning and Infantry, who were weak this year, no 
trouble for R Signals who used the whole team and won comfortably 
at 51 to INF 29. 

Saturday afternoon and the RCT who were a more competitive side 
R Signals scored first but that is as far ahead as they got in the first 
half with a basket for basket performance R Signals just ahead at 33 
to RCT 31 at the half. A good performance by the first 5-Bagsy 
Bain, Dave Smith, Jimmy Peat, Mark Reeves and Jonah Jones. Al the 
start of the second half R Signals scored eight points without reply to 
create a IO point cushion which they then maintained until the end, 
could have stretched it with more accurate free throws but worthy 
winners at 71 to RCT 62. 

Sunday morning and the Medical Services who like us were missing 
one or two of their key players this year. This was a game where R 
Signals were always in control and the whole bench had a game 
including Terry Everett who was given the privilege of competing in 
what was his last year as organiser. Not much in it at the end but the 
result never in doubt 49 to AMS 43. 

Sunday evening and the last Pool game versus RA who were 3rd last 
year and had a well drilled side. RA established a 10 point cushion by 
the 8th minute; a spirited fight back by R Signals to take t~e l~ad at 
28 to 27 by the 15th minute. R Signals however could not mamtam the 
momentum and slipped back to an 11 point deficit by the half 32 to 
RA 43. A closely fo~ght second half 
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RA with a 17 point lead by the J 5th minute and playing possession 
ball, R Signals were unable to retrieve the situation and Jost at 69 to 
RA 81. 

This means RA won Pool B and R Signals were runners up, as 
REME had won Pool A with APTC runners up we had to play REME 
in the semi-final. 

0900hrs Monday morning and the opponents REME, the old 
adversary, R Signals were two short, Jimmy Peat RTU (duty) and 
Dave Smith injured. R Signals scored first but REME quickly 
established a 12-5 lead, R Signals were looking lack lustre, REME 
extended their lead lo 25-8 by the 10th minute, time out by Coach 
Smith which must have been inspiring as R Signals went back on and 
took the game to REME with an excellent fight back by the team to 
a half time score of 41 to REME 45 . Fine work by Mark Reeves, Bagsy 
Bain, Les Robinson, Jonah Jones and Bob Whipp . Second half and 
four quick points by R Signals made it all square . By the seventh 
minute R Signals had established a fi ve point lead but REME fought 
back with three, three pointers from their captain Black and a change of 
tactics to man to man marking and R Signals were gradually squeezed 
out to lose finally at 70 to REME 80. A very good match and the best 
basketball played by R Signals all week but then REME usually bring 
out the best in us. 

The final match was a rerun of our final pool match vs RA who 
were beaten by APTC in the other semi final. The R Signals 
performance was drab following the efforts and loss in the morning 
vs REME. RA took command early and never looked back, finally R 
Signals 32 TA 59. 

Not a bad week 's basketball given the team-assembled to represent 
the Corps, many faces missing all or part of the time. The first and 
the last games were bad but the remainder were creditable 
performances by a weakened squad . 

The less knowledgeable members of the squad were of necessity 
given much more responsibility and they have learned from the 
experience. 

Results were as follows : 

Friendly Matches 
V Bournemouth Bears 
V Poole Echo Aztecs 

Inter Corps Tournament (Pool B) 
V Intelligence Corps 
V Infantry 
V RCT 
V AMS (RAMC/ RADC) 
V RA 

Play Offs 

Semi Final 
V REME 

3/ 4 Position 
V RA 

Inter Corps Championship Positions 
1991 
!st REME 
2nd APTC 
3rd RA 
4th R Signals 
5th ACC 
6th RCT 

Lost 30-54 
Won 80-63 

Won 68-57 
Won 51-29 
Won 71-62 
Won 49-43 
Lost 69-81 

Lost 70-80 

Lost 32-59 

7th RE 
8th INT 
9th RAOC 
10th AMS 
11th RAPC 
12th INF 

CORPS GOODS 
Goods which were sold at RHQ are now sold from the 

Museum. Orders/enquiries should be addres ed to: 
Corps Enterpri es, Royal ignals Museum, Blandford, 

Dorset DTll 8RH, or by Telephone (0258) 52581 Ext 2413 
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BADMINTON 
I DIVlDliAL TO RNAM T 

The annual Royal Signals badminton tournament took place this 
year at Imphal Barrack in York over the weekend 26/27 October 
1991. 

The result of the tournamen. are as follows: 

Winner 
<fen Single 

ig Pengelly 
(16 Sig Regt) 

Men Plate 
gt Yogesh 

(30 Sig Regt) 
Unit Doubles 

LCpl BaJI 
L pl Marchant 
(13 Sig Regt) 

Mixed Double 
Maj McLoughlin 
SSgt Hilborn 
(242 Sig Sqn) 

Ladies Doubles 
Sgt Ingleton 
Cpl Cottage 
(28 Sig Regt) 

Open Doubles 
LCpl Ball 
Sig Pengelly 

Ladies Singles 
Cpl Cottage 
(28 Sig Regt) 

Veterans Doubles 
Sgt Wandless 
Cpl Hume 

Runner Up 

LCpl Marchant 
(13 Sig Regt) 

Sgt Hombahadur Thapa 
(8 Sig Regt) 

Cpl Clasper 
Cpl Hume 
(40 Sig Regt(V)) 

SSgl Wandless 
Mrs Wandless 
(34 Sig Regt(V)) 

Mrs Wandless 
Mrs Barrie 
(34 Sig Regt(V)/ 
30 Sig Regt) 

Cpl Clasper 
Cpl Hume 

Lt Allen 
(242 Sig Sqn) 

Capt (Retd) Heasman 
Sgt (Retd) Ellis 

Scores 

15-7 
15-5 

15- 5 
15-7 

15-12 
8-15 

15-13 

15-2 
15- 7 

15-10 
15-9 

15- 7 
15-12 

11-9 
11-4 

11-15 
15-10 
15-5 

More than 60 personnel entered this year's tournament, more than 
20 from BAOR, JO from Scotland and three from NI, the remainder 
from England which was the best entry we have had for many a year. 

The finals were contested by, as can be seen from the above results, 
young soldiers, Sig Pengelly winning his first individual Sing!~ 
Championship in UK in a manner which indicates it may not be his 
last. He beat another young NCO 15-7 15-5 convincingly, but this 
is the same young man 'LCpl Marchant' who was in the final one year 
ago, well done to them both . 

LCpl Ball from 13 Sig Regt featured in both mens doubles finals 
winning both with different partners. 

Gurkha Signals were well represented with six entries from 
Blandford and two from the Training Brigade. Their friendliness and 
attitude make them excellem contestants. Sgt Yogesb 30 Sig Regt won 
the Mens Plate beating Sgt Hom Babadur Tbapa from Catterick. 

The Ladies Singles was won by Cpl Cottage 28 Sig Regt beating Lt 
Allen 242 Sig Sqn, 11-9 11-4. Cpl Cottage then teamed up with Sgt 
Ingleton , also from 28 Sig Regt, to win the ladies doubles beating Mrs 
Wandless and Mrs Barrie 15-10 15-9. 

The individual championship at York 
Sig Pengelly receiving the Men's Singles Trophy from Mrs 

Mcloughlin, wife of the Corps Secretary 
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• 

Maj Mcloughlin and SSgt Hilborn (on left) winners of the Mixed 
Doubles with Mrs Wandless one of the runners up 

INTER CORPS ANNUAL BADMINTON TOURNAMENT 
The 1991/92 Annual Inter-Corps Badminton Tournament took 

place in Worthy Down over the weeker:id 22-24 Novembe~ 1~?1. Royal 
Signals were represented by the following: Capt (QGO) SllaJ1t Gu rung 
30 Sig Regt, W02 William 2 Div Sig Regt, SSgt Yo~esb 30 Sig ~egt, 
SSgt Wandless 34 Sig Regt, Sgt Naylor Sc:hool of S1gna~s, ~gt Bm~d 
30 Sig Regt, Sgt Hombahadur Thapa 8 Sig Regt, Sgt G1bbm.s 15 Sig 
Regt, Sgt Perendra 30 Sig Regt and Sig Mabon Gurung 8 Sig Regt. 

The results of matches were as follows : Versus RE lost 9- 0; Versus 
ACC won 6-3; Versus RMvtC/ RADC WO and Versus RAPC lost 
9-0 in the semi finals . 

The flow recovery of the Royal Signals badminton squad continues 
as our results show. This year has been good experience for all players 
both at the Annual Tournament in York and at the Inter Corps in 
Worthy Down. The standards are set and our players must go and 
improve their game to enable Royal Signals to meet and overcome the 
challenge of other Corps. 

CRICKET 
CAPTAIN'S REPORT 
by Lt Col S. A. Coltman 

This season saw the continuation of the Army Merit table whereby 
we play the major Arms & Services. Unfortunately, other receiving a 
walkover from the RAOC, fortune was not on our side. The RCT 
were the only team to defeat us and that game was closer than the 
score suggested. Of the draws, we were very close to beating the 
Infantry, RA and RE but we were, perhaps, lucky not to lose to the 
REME who were a stronger side. 

The weather in May was dry and pretty wintry and June was fairly 
damp. The summer pattern of weather reverted to the normal-one 
wonders where the 'greenhouse effect' had gone to. The standard of 
wickets were usually fair but ranged from slow to very slow and was 
generally a result of the weather pattern. Unfortunately Catterick had 
deteriorated markedly and it is to be hoped that the remedial work will 
recover this once fine wicket. 

'.6..t the start of the season, the makeup of the squad looked very 
promising. We had some young blood which bodes well for the 
future. Unfortunately this season must go down as one of promise but 
without real success. The Corps bowling was based on four medium 
pa.ed bowlers who performed well , although not all were fully fit. 
The three main bowlers, Sgt H. Glean, Cpl Dean Haynes and LCpl 
Ian Lenny were usually very accurate and at times quite penetrative. 
LCpl Andy McWilliam, in his fust year in the UK, showed a lot of 
promise and when he comes to terms with grass wickets, should be 
quite a handful. Unfortunately we lacked a spinner so our attack was 
a little stereotyped. However our penchant for dropping catches cost 
us several games-catches win matches! Our batting never really 
functioned at its best except for the match v RAC where Sgt Paul 
Gardner hit a fine century. Again much promise was shown but we 
seemed to lack the killer touch. Our batting also let us down in the 
games v RA and RE which we should have won. However, to be fair, 
few batsmen gave their wicket away, they tried very hard. 
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. Some.22 players represented the Corps but some were struggling to 
find their feet. Of the new players, Lts Phil Harlow, Chris Whitehead 
and Sgt Roger Thompson showed much promise for the future. I was 
very grateful to Capt Bill Balding (TACT) who acted as Secretary and 
to . Cpl Jock Brash (2 Div Sig Regt) who undertook the scoring . 
Without these b~c~room boys no game can ever function properly. I 
was ver.Y appreciative of the generally excellent standard of umpiring 
we received and to SSgt John Parrish (249 Sig Sqn) who stood in most 
of our games. . 

I am very inde~ted to the supp?rt I received from Commanding 
Officers and. Officers Commandmg for releasing the players to 
represent their Corps. 

RESULTS 

Merit Table 
Other Matches 
Total 

p 7 
p 5 
P12 

SCORES 

22 May at Sandhurst. 
RMAS 

Sgt H. Glean 
R Signals 

SSgt P. Knight 
Cpl D. Haynes 

Drawn 

29 May at Shrivenham. 
R. Signals 

Sgt R. Thompson 
Sgt P. Gardner 

RMCS 
RMCS won by 7 wickets 

31 May at Arborfield. 
REME 

Sgt H. Glean 
R Signals 

Sgt A. Barnet 
Drawn 

4 June at Tidworth. 
R Signals 

Sgt P. Gardner 
Lt Col C. Wright 
Lt C. Whitehead 

Infantry 
LCpl I. Lenny 

Drawn 

13 June at Aldershot. 
R Signals 

Sgt P. Gardner 
RCT 

LCpl I. Lenny 
RCT won by 4 wickets 

17 June at Woolwich. 
RA 

Cpl D. Haynes 
R Signals 

Sgt R. Thompson 
Lt C. Whitehead 

Drawn 

26 June at Chatham. 
RE 

Sgt H. Glean 
Cpl D. Haynes 
LCpl A. McWilliam 

R Signals 
Sgt R. Thompson 

Drawn 

26 June at N Luffenham 
RAF Signals 

Sgt H. Glean 
R Signals 

Lt P. Harlow 
R Signals won by 1 wicket 
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WI 
W2 
W3 

D 3 
D I 
D 4 

199-5• 

128-7 

144 

145-3 

198-8* 
97-9 

195-8• 

117-6 

148-4* 

149-6 

150 

144-8 

152 

140-7 

120 

121-9 

L 3 
L 2 
L 5 

4/ 49 

35 
35 

41 
34 

5/64 

32 

75 
33 
33 

3/30 

93• 

4/41 

4/42 

40 
30 

3/23 
3/34 
3/ 46 

32 

3/29 
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4/ 5 July at Catterick 
R Signals 173 

Cpl D. Haynes 38• 
Maj P. Wilkin 35 
Lt P. Harlow 35 

and 151-7• 
SSgt P. Knight 39 
SSgt W. Watts 32 

RAPC 148-3• 
and 161-8 

Drawn 
Sgt H. Glean 4/42 

9 July at Bevington 
R Signals 231-2• 

Sgt P. Gardner 123• 
Lt P. Harlow 56• 

RAC 149-5 
LCpl I. Lenny 3/40 

Drawn 

RAOC ceded the Inter Corps Merit table match as they decided not 
to travel to Catterick. 

Batting Averages 

Name Innings No Runs HS Average 

Sgt P. Gardner 8 2 342 123* 57.00 
Lt. P. Harlow 6 I 178 56• 35.60 
Sgt R. Thompson 4 0 124 41• 31.00 
Cpl D. Haynes 8 3 148 38• 29.60 
Lt C. Whitehead 8 0 164 33 20.50 

Bowling Averages 

Name Overs Maidens Runs Wickets Average 

Sgt H. Glean 131.0 27 360 23 15.65 
LCpl I. Lenny 64.0 17 173 II 15.72 
Cpl D. Haynes 101.1 24 285 14 20.35 
LCpl A. McWilliam 49.0 10 140 6 23.33 

The following represented the 
Corps 

Lt Col S. Coltman (Captain) MOD PS l(A) 
Lt Col C. Wright MOD ClS(A) 
Maj P. Wilkin 8 Bde HQ 
Capt W. Balding TACT 
Lt B. Bosber RMCS Shrivenham 
Lt P. Harlow RMCS Shrivenham 
Lt C. Whitehead I Bde HQ & Sig Sqn 
2Lt R. Rumsey School of Signals 
W02 S. Caddywould 2 Div HQ & Sig Regt 
SSgt P. Knight School of Signals 
SSgt S. Potterton School of Signals 
SSgt W. Watts 2 Div HQ & Sig Regt 
Sgt A. Barnett 238 Sig Sqn 
Sgt T. Evans 2 Div HQ & Sig Regt 
Sgt P. Gardner Comms & Sy Group 
Sgt H. Glean 2 Div HQ & Sig Regt 
Sgt R. Thompson MOD Signals 36 
Cpl D. Haynes 30 Sig Regt 
LCpl I. Lenny 2 Div HQ & Sig Regt 
LCpl A. McWilliam 2 Div HQ & Sig Regt 
Sig T. Jones 2 Div HQ & Sig Regt 
Sig Millar 30 Sig Regt 

Scorer Cpl J. Brash 2 Div HQ & Sig Regt 

CHANGED YOUR ADDRESS? 

HA VE YOU INFORMED 'THE WIRE'? 
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FOOTBALL 
It ha been five years since the Corp won the Quadrangular 

Tournament and wilh ome good results leading in the competition 
there wa reason for optimism. 

The Corp got off to an excellent start by beating this years hosts , 
the appers 3-1. This fixture always turns out to be a hard fought 
match and this was no e ceptinn. Although being a goal down early 
on in the match, the Corps levelled the score just before half time 
through LCpl 'Robbo' Robinson. In the second half the Corps 
gradually wore down the opposition and clinched the tie with further 
goal from LCpl 'Robbo' Robinson and Cpl Pete O'Brien. 

In the econd match against I.he Gunners (last years winners) the 
Corp played well but gave away two silly goals, one of which was a 
penalty just on half time. Although they lifted I.heir game in the 
second half and at times ovet ran I.he opposition, their dominance did 
not produce goals and the Gunners held out and won 2-0. 

The final match was against I.he REME which was also for the 
Boyne Cup (the Corps are current holde.r ). Having lost to the 
Gunners, once again, we were in a position where we had to rely on 
other results. Wilh Sig Paul Brown back after injury, the Corps had 
to win. The game was extremely fast and we played some excellent 
football, thus putting the REME defence under enormous pressure. 
The score remained all square up to half time much to the relief of the 

REME. The second half was much the same as the first half but this 
time the goals came. LCpl 'Scouse' Dunleavy opened the score early 
in the second half, this was quickly followed by a goal from Cpl Pete 
O'Brien, then, after an inspired substitution LCpl 'Alfie' Alford 
scored twice, the Corps coming out winners 4- 0. A scoreline which 
flatters the REME. 

Although retaining the Boyne Cup it was a bit disappointing to 
finish runners-up, as it was thought this year, we have the best all 
round squad for years. The average age being only 23, so the future 
looks good. 

Our thanks to the Sappers fo r being excellent hosts, we shall 
reciprocate next year, at Catterick. The Corps also thanks all 
Commanding Officers both in BAOR and UK for releasing the players 
for the most prestigous tournament, it is hoped this will continue. 

With five more representative matches left, this will give us a chance 
to try players who are on the fringe. So Football Officers if you have 
anyone you believe are of Corps standard, here is a golden 
opportunity. 

STOP PRESS 
The Corps Football Team will be touring Cyprus 10-18 April 1992, 

our host will be 9 Sig Regt. 

GOLF 
ROY AL SIGNALS GOLF 1991 SEASON 
President: Brig A. H. Boyle 

PD/MCS 
MOD (PE) 
Fleetbank House Prospect mil 3747 

Captain: Lt Col A. F. Browne 
R SIG ALS TDT 
Canerick Catterick mil 2029 

Secretary: Maj L. Yates 
93 Sig Sqn (V) 
Blackburn 
Lanes Blackburn mil 8027 

The strength and standing of the Corps' Golf continues to improve 
each year. We produce strong sides and remain a powerful force in all 
competitions. Our results for 1991 support this. Equally encouraging 
is the number of Corps' members of all ranks who participate. 

I am conscious that we are losing W0 2 Chris Carveth and Sig Gaz 
McGrane, both low handicap players, who will be difficult to replace. 
I would therefore be most grateful if commanders and employing 
officers at all levels give every encouragement to young players to 
become involved and improve their games to replace lost talent. There 
are some very good young players progressing through the handicap 
system. 

AGA CHAMPIONSHIP AT DEAL 
The AGA Championship took place on the links of the Royal 

Cinque Ports Golf Club Deal from 20 to 24 May 1991 . The first three 
days comprised the individual championship followed by the Inter
Corps Competition on 23 and 24 May. 

We suffered the misfortune of having our B side removed from the 
Inter Corps competition by ballot before the event. The A side was 
selected from the following players: W02 Carveth, Capt Watson, 
SSgt Doubtfire, Sgt Boyd and Sig McGrane. Reserves : SSgt 
O'Sullivan and W02 Marshall. 

Some very competitive golf was played anC: we progressed through 
the first two rounds. However, we did not produce what was required 
to clinch the title together with the Royal Irish Rangers Cup and we 
eventually lost in the semi-final to a very good REME side. 

ARMY OFFICERS GOLFING SOCIETY CHAMPIONSHIPS 1991 
The AOGS Championships were held at Southport on the Hillside 

and Southport and Ainsdale Golf Courses during the week 18 to 21 
June. Again this year, due to exercises, a number of single figure 
players were forced to withdraw late in the day but as holders of the 
presugious Ordnance Cup we were still optimistic of doing well. It was 
also the first event of the new Sunningdale Cup for 'B' sides. Our 
teams were: 

A ide 
(Ordnance Cup) 

Col M. Hales 
Maj L. Yates 
Maj H. Meekings 
Capt S. Watson 
Capt D. Lamb 
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B Side 
(Sunningdale Cup) 

Col Galloway 
Lt Col Browne 
Lt Col Waumsley 
Maj Sleightholm 
Lt Col Elliott 

C Side 
(Egypt Cup) 

Brig Peck 
Capt Dixon 
Col Webster 
Maj Carmichael 
Capt Gardner 

As in 1990 it was the C side who started first and led the way with 
an excellent win in their first match against the SASC 'A' side. 
Memorable not only for the result but also because two of the side 
were playing for the first time. In the afternoon they played the 
RADC 'A' side, the defending Egypt Cup Champions and whilst 
acquitting themselves well sadly lost to a stronger team. The B side 
also progressed to the second round, in truth without striking a ball 
since the RAPC 'B' side withdrew at the I Ith hour. In their match 
against the RA 'B' side they met a player in true form who by himself 
won '12 holes up' which together with a couple of lesser wins by other 
RA players put their side through to the final. 

The A side throughout had an exciting time. They deservedly won 
their first two rounds playing in some cases inspired golf, in others 
steady match play and we progressed to the final once more. Maj Len 
Yates was playing in fine form and in the final won by eight holes in 
the first match. Capt Steve Watson also won the second match but 
from then on it proved a very tight game and ended with Capt Dave 
Lumb the final player on the final green needing to hole a l 5ft putt to take 
the match to an extra hole. Sadly the putt did not fall and we had 
Jost the Ordnance Cup by just one hole-until next year of course! 

CORPS MEETINGS 
The Corps Spring Meeting was held at Tracey Park Golf Club and 

was attended by over 50 players. The weather was kind, the course 
good although the greens were in a poor state having been recently 
tined. Winners are detailed at Annex A. 

The Autumn Meeting held at Catterick Golf Club had even greater 
support being over-subscribed with 90 players on the course and a 
waiting list in addition. It was a quite excellent two days with the 
course in perfect condition and the weather equalling it. Winners are 
once more at Annex A. The RSGS AGM was held on the first evening 
of the meeting and was both well attended and constructive. 

INTER CORPS MATCHES 
A feature of these matches is that because handicaps are used over 

55 players have been able to be given the chance of representing their 
Corps. This is surely unique amongst all our Corps' sports. The results 
are an improvement on last year and are: 

Played 12 Won 7 Halved I Lost 4 

ARMY CHALLENGE CUP FINALS 
' As winners of the NE District Team Championship 11 Sig Regt 

progressed to the Army Cup Final two day knock out event with other 
District winners. The team was drawn in the first round to play last 
years winners 3 UDR and against the odds beat them, a commendable 
performance since the event is played with no handicap allowance on 
a 'holes up' basis . The second round saw similar success against the 
King's Own Scottish Borderers side and this win placed 11 Sig Regt 
against the Royal School of Artillery in the Army Cup final. Sadly 
once more they were to fall at the final fence, to use a racing analogy, 
but exceeded expectations to be runners up for the second consecutive 
year. The team comprised Lt Col Alan Browne, Maj Brian Young, 
W02 Sandy Sanderson and Cpl Pat Vella. It is worth noting that SSgt 
Eddie Doubtfire of the Corps was a member of the RSA winning 
team! 
CONCLUSION 

1991 was an excellent year for Corps' Golf where we have competed 
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with success in all the major competitions We a h · 
re~ewed enthusiasm and determination to ·do eve~P~~l~~r ~~ wit~ 
th is h.as been W02 Chris Carveth's last year in the Corps Li Cot ~~fi 
Brewm returns to UK from Cyprus to become Ca · f e 
With his a~ded talent combined with o~hers improe~~nl ~~~ep~~~t~~ 
that we will secure at least one maior trophy during th · 
season . e commg 

DATES FOR THE DIARY 
R~GS Spring Meeting 30 April and I May 1992 at Catte · k 

Garnson GC. nc 
R~GS Autumn Meeting 16 and 17 September 1992 at Catterick 

Garrison GC. 
_AOGS Meeting 18-22 May at Royal St George's Sandwich d 

Cmque Ports GC Deal. an 

RSGS 1991 GOLF MEETINGS- WINNERS 

Spring Meeting 
Junior Soldiers Tankard 
Corps Open Championship Cup 
(Stableford Individual) 
Falloway Cup 
Regular Officers Cup 
R Signals Handicap Cup 
Unit Team Cup 
Foursomes Cup 

Autumn Meeting 
R Signals Regular Officers Cup 
(Scratch Score) 
R Signals Handicap Cup 
(Net Score) 
R Signals Challenge Bowl 
(Stableford Competition) 
Veterans Salver 
Foursomes Cup 

Rabbits Cup 
(18 H/ C and above) 
Open Championship Scratch Putter 
Regular Soldiers Trophy 
Retired Members Tray 
Inter Unit Team Trophy 

Sig McGrane 
Col Hales 

SSgt Doubtfire 
Lt Col Browne 
Lt Col Browne 
11 Sig Regt 
Lt Col Browne/ 
SSgt Godfrey 

Maj Hayes 

Mr Drika 

W02 Palmer 

Mr Newell 
Mr Mann and 
Sgt Marston-Weston 
Capt Halstead 

Sgt Brown 
Cpl Stallard 
Mr Cawley 
8 Sig Regt 'C' Team 

MARATHON 
INTER-SERVICES MARA THON AND ARMY TEAM AND 
INDIVIDUAL CHAMPIONSHIPS 

The Inter-Seryices and Army Marathon Championships 1991 were 
held at RAF Swmderby on 11 October. The School of Signals entered 
a team consisting of: Capt Guy Owen, W02 Pete Griffin Sgt Jeff 
Martin and Cpl Nick Withers. ' 

The School of Signals Marathon Team 
Capt Guy Owen, Sgt Jeff Martin and Cpl Nick Withers with their 

trophies 
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Sadly, W02 P~te Griffin wa tragically killed whilst training for this 
marathon. ~owmg ho.w hard he had trained the other team members 
were determmed to achieve !1 good result. So, with only three runner , 
we all knew we had to firush to count as a team, which we did in 
memory of Pete Griffin. ' 

The results were: !st Sgt Jeff Martin 2.27, 7th Cpl ick Withers 
2.3~ and 14th Capt Guy Owen 2.42. Isl Major Unit, lsl RAF 
Swmderby Team. 

All team m~mbe~s ran well on the day especially Capt Guy Owen 
who.was runnmg his first marathon. Sgt Jeff Martin won the Inter
Serv1~ and ~rmy in~ividual championships for the third year 
~unrung and will Captam the Army team which goes to Hong Kong 
m February, which also includes Cpl Nick Withers. 

ORIENTEERING 
CORPS ORIENTEERING 

The 1991 Inter Corps Orienteering Championships were held at 
Bordon, hosted by the Royal Engineers. We were unable to beat the 
strong Royal Artillery and REME teams but did finish ahead of nine 
other Corps competing. Our Junior Team did better, finishing runners 
up to REME. Cpl S. Sharp, the reigning Inter Service and UK.LP 
Champion finished second overall in the Individual Championship 
despite illness. ' 

The Corps Championships were held at Scarborough where sadly 
we were the last users of Burniston Barracks. Over 200 members of 
the Corps, both Regular and TA, in 37 different teams took pan. The 
excell~nt organisation and administration provided by 2 Inf Div HQ 
and Sig Regt set the tone for a weekend of high quality orienteering. 
T~e courses were set by ~r Stephen Roberts an international planner, 
usmg maps drawn by himself and other members of EBOrienteers. 
They provided an enjoyable challenge at all levels and there was close 
competition in all classes_. In the Major Unit Championship 8 Sig Regt 
~etamed the trophy and m the Individual Championship Cpl S. Sharp 
iust held_ of! Capt N. W. Gill and W02 S. Palfreyman . 

1:he wmrung teams were: Major Units Open-8 Sig Regt, Minor 
Uruts Open-A.<\C Harrogate, Ladies Team-Comms and Sy Gp 
(UK}, TA U~ts-45 Sig Sqn (V) (36 Sig Regt (V)), TA Ladies-80 Sig 
Sqn (V~ (3.5 _Sig Re~ (V)) and Junior Teams Open-AAC Harrogate. 

. The md1V1dual pnzes went to: Corps Champion-Cpl S. Sharp 264 
Sig Sqn, 1st Ml? on C course-Sig A. Baird 8 Sig Regt, Isl Ml9 on 
C course-AT S. M. Lawrence AAC Harrogate, Isl Ml7 on B 
course-ATLCpl McLelland ACC Harrogate, Isl Ml9 on B course
Sig L. Boston 8 Si~ Regt, 1st M35-W0 2 M. J. Case AAC Harrogate, 
1st M40+-MaJ R. Rumford HQ Western District Ladies 
Champ~on-Sgt A. J. Jordan Comms and Sy Gp clJK), TA 
Cha!"flp1on-S~gt M. C: Stocks 50 Sig Sqn (V) (34 Sig Regt (V)), TA 
Ladies Champ1on-MaJ J.C. Payne 80 Sig Sqn (V) (35 Sig Regt (V)). 

Well done Steve! Cpl Steve Sharp the Individual Champion with 
Mr Steve Roberts who planned an excellent championship 

The Annual General Meeting of the Royal Signals Orienteering 
Club was held on 12 October. It was decided that: 

A ba~ge scheme su:nilar to that operated by British Orienteering 
Federallon should be mtroduced to provide better acknowledgement 
and encouragement of the achievement of orienteers within the Corps. 
Lt Col P. Richards volunteered to administer this. 

The rules for entry to the championships should be reviewed to take 
account of the changes resulting from I.he drawdown from BAOR 
Options for Change and the rebadging of WRAC soldiers. ' 

The next Championships should take place in the Salisbury Plain 
area 10-1 1 October 1992. 

Our thanks go to Stephen Roberts for planning the courses W02 
P; Smith ~f 8 Sig. Regt for acting as controller and 2 Inf Div HQ and 
Sig Regt, m parucular W0 2 (SSM) R. C. Cory, for organi ing it. 
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SKIING 

The Corps Alpine Ski Camp took place in Kaprun, Austria between 
23 ovember and 13 December 1991. Skiing took place on the 
Kitzsteinhom Glacier, some Skm from Kaprun. Since the training 
take place on a glacier snow it guaranteed and this year the good 
attendance was also blessed with good weather for most of the camp. 
The aim of the camp is LO allow teams to prepare for the Corps and 
Divisional Championship by providing the facilities for race training 
which the teams would not normally have. This includes large savings 
on lift ticket and accommodation, and the provision of proper 
trainers and training facilities. 

Royal Signals Alpine Ski Ca mp 1991 

Several units took part; 22 Sig Regt, 21 Sig Regt, 3 Armd Div HQ 
and Sig Regt and 16 Sig Regt, with a total of 21 skiers being trained. 
The trainers came from several Regiments, SSgt Phil Pbilemon 'from 
7 Sig Regt was the Chief Instructor, with Sgt Andy Brown and Cpl 
'Dobbo' Dobson from 21 Sig Regt and Cpl ' Geordie' Crawford from 
2 Inf Div HQ and Sig Regt. 

The camp was split into three groups of equal ability and the 
trainees were taken through several aspects of race training, including 
general improvement of skiing techniques, Giant Slalom and Slalom 
techniques and pole techniques. Depending on the standard of the 
group these were given a different emphasis , with the A group doing 
much more pole training, the B group starting to trai n round poles 
during the second week and the C group concentrating mainly on 

learning to ski fast and safe. The glacier has a good training slope and 
is used by many national level teams during the year, so there was no 
problem with choice of terrain with gradients ranging from 'This is 
easy' to 'Oh my goodness!' 

The accommodation was the youth hostel in Kaprun which 
provided good, basic lodgings . Capt Adrian Metcalfe from 22 Sig 
Regt was the Sqn Comd Camp with the majority of the organisation 
done by SSgt Phil Phllemon as the Chief Coordinator. The daily 
routine was reveille at 0630 hrs, breakfast at 0700 hrs and the drive 
to the slope at 0730 hrs, to make sure we beat the queues. Training 
stopped at around 1400 hrs, with everyone returning to the youth 
hostel to do some personal or team administration, or to go for a swim 
or run. After the evening meal at 1800 hrs, the groups were debriefed 
on their skiing that day with the use of video cameras which helped 
capture all the mistakes made. 

The camp certainly achieved its aim and also allowed the corps' 
alpine ski teams to get together in an environment which allowed for 
hard training and some fun. Everyone benefited from the camp as 
seen in the Corps Championships, which took place in the week 
following the camp. 

The Corps Trainers 
l to R: Cpl Dobbo Dobson, SSgt Phil Phi lemon, Sgt Andy Brown 

and Cpl Geordie Crawford 

If you are serving and have a standing order for THE 

WIRE please keep us well informed in advance of any 

change of address. It is impossible for us to keep up 

w ith hundreds of posting orders and your 'Wire' will 

go to your old address unless 'f"e hear to the contrary. 
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. . BRIGHTON BRANCH 
A I~1s0w,1Bth.deepfregret that we have to inform you of the death of Mr 

· · r1en o Felpham near Bogner· he was not 1 
St ~ranc0h meeting but always attended' Blandford :e~:~n~r ~~hn~~I~ 

o ey. ur sympathy goes to his family in their loss. 
Our las.t meetmg was the quiz, very well attended and alas B · 

and Trudi lost the cup by a narrow margin to The Ha w 'd nan 
team who were Jan and Derry Powell and Blanfti an~n Be:;;s 
Foreman, I gather that they will hold the cup for six months each o y 
thanks must go to Bob Bailey (I'm sure it should be Jane reall '> tr 
the sausage rolls and t? J<:>hn and Audrey and to Brian and Car~! f~~ 
the ~uffet and orgamsat1on of the evening. Last but not least to 
Martin for an excellent _quiz. The fifty club was won by Gerry Co er 
(dwell done Gerry)_. A big thankyou once again to all the people ~gho 

onated raffle pnzes. 
Our Annual ~inner Dance at the Norfolk Resort hotel was ver 

successful even 1f the Cabaret was a little loud at t' A y 
successful draw, organised by Brian and Carol raised a ~~s~f m;~? 
for the branch funds. y 

We .w~re very pleased to have Gen P. D. Alexander CB, MBE our 
Asso.c1ation Chairman and RSM Alan Parry as our guests. ' 

Mike Gathergood has been in hospital, I understand be is out now 
and o~ the !11end, so we wish hii:n a speedy recovery and look forward 
to seemg him at the next meetrng, I trust winning two raffle prizes 
helped to cheer you up a little Mike! 

Ann Cobbold, our chairman's wife has also been rather poorly and 
was unabl~ to attend the. <;Jinner, we hope you are feeling better and 
that we will see your smllmg face again soon. 

CATTERICK BRANCH 
Ou.r annual branch dinner, masterminded by Stan Perkin and John 

H_amdton (well done you two!), was well attended by 110 members 
wives and friends at 8 Sig Regt's Sergeants' Mess on Saturday 9 
November 1991. 

V:e. were delighted to entertain as honoured guests, Commander 
Tra1.nrng Group Royal ~ignals and the Commanding Officers and 
Reipmental Sergeant Ma1ors of 8 and 11 Sig Regts together with their 
ladies. It was one of the few opportunities we have had over the years 
to ex~r~ss our ext.reme gratitude for the way we have been afforded 
the pnv1lege of usm_g the Sergean~s' Messes of the Training Group for 
our m?n~hly meetings and social functions. As a token of our 
a~prec1a~on, our Chairman Maj Bill Barnes presented both messes 
with a picture of 'Sig.nallers in the Gulf'; 'Ready to Move' accepted 
by RSM Pa)'.ett 8 Sig Regt and 'Take Cover' accepted by RSM 
Douglas 11 Sig Regt. 

Seven of 'The Chosen ' with their President and Chairman. 
l to ('?: Lt Col O'Connor, Majs Webb and Russell, Brig Roberts 
(President), Mr Wilks , Mr Close, Maj Stewart, Mr Wright, Maj 

Barnes (Chairman) 
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, Ano~h~r highlight of the evening was the presentation of the new 
Association 50 Year Badges' by our President Commander Training 

Group Royal Signals, Brig M. W. H. Roberts' MBE, to eight of our 
Cemb~rs. A_ total of 44 badges were awarded by the Corps Central 

on:iffilttee. m 1991 and our '8' must have been among the first to 
receive theirs. 

Mr Bill Ward at home (with badge) reading his letter from 
Gen P. D. Alexander, Chairman of the Association 

The 'Four Hundred Years Worth' were:-

From 

Mr Ted Close 
July 1940 

Lt Col Terry O'Connor 

Service 
To 

Joined 
Association 

May 1946 May 1946 

June 1937 October 1977 October 1977 

Maj Bert Russell 
January 1931 January 1964 January 1964 

Transferred from Sussex Regt (TA) 1931 

Maj Freddy Stewart MBE 
June 1938 Apn l 1971 April 1971 

Mr Bill Ward _ 
April 1919 September 1925 August 46 

Recalled from Reserve 1939-1945. 
(Ex RE Signals and founder member of Corps) . 

77 



M j Ra} ;\"ebb 
July 1939 March 1982 1950 

tr If Wilk 
eptember 1939 1946 ovember 1935 

(R ignals (TA)) 
eptember 1939 1946 

1r Jim Wright 
Augu t 1931 August 1946 July 1950 

Unfortunately, Mr Bill Ward (91 ot Out!), was unable to join 
u for the evening, but Bril? Roberts accompanied by the Chairman 
\'CT) kindly pre ented him ith his badge at hi home on the 
follo"'ing day. 

GUERNSEY BRA CH 
52 member and guests assembled at La Villette hotel on 

Wedne day, 16 October to honour the Island's Chief Law Officer, 
Bailiff Sir Charles Frossard and La'dy Frossard. Sir Charle is to retire 
in February of next year. 

Branch Chairman John Rudkin paid tribute to his distinguished 
career following study at the University of Caen, shortly after the 
Second World War. In reply, Sir Charles, a former Gordon 
Highlander, expressed the hope that, despite the fact that his 
knowledge of signalling did not extend beyond pigeons and 
heliograph, the Corps would escape the fate of his former Regiment. 

Member Mrs Edith Jones prepared a magnificent floral 
arrangement, which was presented to Lady Frossard, a former WRNS 
Signals Officer by Mrs Judy Cobb. 

Svay-eight members and guests assembled at La Villette hotel on 10 
December on the occasion of the Branch Christman dinner . Following 
the meal, Father Christmas-whose voice bore a strange resemblance 
to that of Social Secretary Alf Laine-provided entertainment worthy 
of the Morecambe and Wise Show. 

Member Alec Forty, Chairman of Guernsey's Army Benevolent 
Fund, suffered heavy 'flak' when a large contingent of Royal Signals 
members practically swept the board of raffle prizes at the ABF's 
Christmas Happy Hour held at the Royal Channel Islands Yacht 
Club. 

ARMY APPRENTICES SCHOOL, 
HARROGATE 

INTAKE 57 A-FEBRUARY 1957 
Where are they now? About half the intake were Royal Signals 

including boy RSM John Turner (a good all round sportsman from 
Leeds). Any information, news and photographs including the 
Pass Off in December 1959 would be very welcome. Please write to 
Truman 'Fred' Carslake RE, 74 Friary Grange Park, Winterbourne, 
Bristol BS!? !NB. Tel: (0454) 774442. 

NORFOLK BRANCH 
Following the formation of the Norfolk Branch last March, I am 

more than pleased to report that we have gone from strength to 
strength with over 90 paid up members whose ages range across the 
board. Our oldest is our President Maj Gen D. A . L . Wade CB, OBE, 
MC, a veteran of two world wars and still going strong; needless to 
say we are all very proud of him. 

The Branch visited Canerick this year to attend the Reunion and to 
have our new Standard dedicated. It was a very successful occasion 
and the 25 of us who attended thoroughly enjoyed the visit. We have 
since Paraded our Standard at various functions in the County and 
found that this is a very important factor in recruiting new members. 
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We had our first annual dinner on 13 December at the Norwich TA 
Centre at which our President, Maj Gen D. A. L. Wade CB, OBE, 
MC and Mrs Wade and area Vice Chairman Brig M. R. Topple CBE 
and Mrs Topple were honoured guests. Ninty-five members and their 
guests attended . Branch Medallions were presented to the President 
and to the Chairman Gordon Royall by member Don Ellingworth . 
Bouquets were presented to Mrs Wade and Mrs Topple by Branch 
Secretary Brian C. Gibbs . In their replies Maj Gen Wade and Brig M. 
R. Topple praised the Branch for all tliat it has achieved over the past 
10 months, since formation. In conclusion Brig Topple gave a brief 
talk on the present role of the Corps . 

The Branch meets on a Saturday morning once a month at the TA 
Centre when we have fairly lively meetings. If any ex-Signal person 
living in or around Norfolk is interested in joining, please phone or 
write to Brian C. Gibbs, Dairy Farm, Trunch, Norfolk NR28 OQA. 
Tel: (0263) 720827 . 

Maj Gen D. A. L. Wade, our President with (on right) our Chairman 
Gordon Royall 

OLDHAM BRANCH 
The Oldham Branch is pleased to report that Mr Fred Dyson, a 

founder member of the Branch has been awarded the 50 year badge. 
The presentation took place during the A.G.M. of the Oldham 

Royal British Legion branch because most of the Oldham Signals 
members are double badged with the Legion as are many other of the 
ex-service associations in the town. It was felt that occasion would 
reach a wider audience. 

In accepting the award Mr Dyson gave a brief outline of his 50 year 
links with the Corps, from 'Weekend Warrior' in 1939, through 
Dunkirk and D day, to VE in Germany. Demob and joining, first, the 
Manchester Branch, then helping to found and run the Oldham 
Branch. (and still at it) The Legion's Branch President congratulated 
Mr Dyson on behalf of all the Oldham ex-service organisations on his 
award , and also thanked him for all the sterling work he has done and 
is still doing for the welfare of the town's ex-service people. 

READING BRANCH 
In September we held our annual Cheese and Wine and Bring and 

Buy evening, which was, once again, very successful. This event, as 
well as fund-raising, gives the Gardeners, Providers of Books and 
Bric-a-brac, Bakers , Jam-makers and Picklers a chance to show their 
non-military skills. 

Our 21st Annual Reunion Dinner was held at Brock Barracks, 
Reading, on 12 October and was, by popular opinion, the best ever. 
We were privileged to display behind the top table five Branch 
Standards: Aldershot , Brighton, Salisbury, Winchester and our own . 
The Guests of Honour were Maj Gen P. D. Alexander CB, MBE and 
Mrs Alexander, Lt Col D. Jones CO 71 Sig Regt (V) and Mrs Jones 
and Maj G. Schofield MBE and Mrs Schofield. Maj Gen W. T . 
r:1acfarlane CB presided. 

After the Dinner, a presentation was made to Pauline Tennant in 
recognition of 21 years service to the Branch as Social Secretary plus, 
variously, the offices of Chairman, Vice-Chairman and (currently) 
Branch Secretary. 

On Remembrance Sunday the Branch Poppy Wreath was laid this 
year by our Vice-Chairman (Jeff Hazel} during the Open Air 
Remembrance Service at the War Memorial, Barry Avenue, Windsor. 
After the Service we (seven of us) were entertained to an excellent 
buffet lunch at the TA Centre in Bolton Road . Our thanks to Sqn 
Comd 94 (Berkshire Yeomanry) Sig Sqn for his hospitality. 

On the preceding Thursday, various members of the Branch had 
attended the annual gathering at the Royal Signals' Plot at the Royal 
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British Legion's Field of Remembrance at Westminster (Ron Fletcher, 
Alan l!'oot , Jeff ~azel, Jane Knight, Audrey Simons, Dave Tupper 
and Bill and Dons Yates). We were privileged once again to b 
'inspected' by 9ueen Elizab~th The Queen Mother. The 'p0 e 
Crosses planted m the Royal Signals Plot included one from R d~PY 
Branch. ea mg 

'F' COMP ANY, BOYS, ROYAL SIGNALS 1939 
A reuni.on i~ planned for 1992 of all members of 'F' Coy who were 

~t Cat~en~k m 1939. Wo~ld those interested please contact Alan 
Podge R1dgeon at 15~ S1bthorpe Road, Lee, London SE12 9DR. r:j:

1 
~81 -857 2733, or Victor Dugdale at R Signals HQ. Tel: 071-414 

Any news of t~e Richardson twins, A. Wride, or 'Ginger' Metcalfe 
would be appreciated. 

9 AA BRIGADE HEADQUARTER SIGNALS 
The Chairman, Sheffield Branch RSA would like to trace former 

members of the a?ov~ who sa_il~d in 'Britannic' to India in 1942 and 
returned to UK m Orantes m 1945 . Please write to Mr Frank 
'Ginger' Powell (accordian wallah, Makam Camp) at 32 Grassington 
Way, Chapel Town, Sheffield S30 4ER. 

DID YOU SERVE AT KANDY, HORA HENA, EK.ALA? 
An yon~ who served at any of the above places with the Ceylon High 

Spe~d Wireless Company/~quadron and later the Army Wireless 
Cham Squadron 1944-1950 is asked to respond to this notice. 

Mr ~arry Moore is now organising a fourth reunion (following 
!hree highly succ.essful_ones) at the Belmont House Hotel in Leicester 
m October and 1s aruoous to find those 'lost survivors' he has been 
unable to track d<;>wn so f~r. You can be sure of a memorable evening 
so do please wnte to him at: I Blue Granite Park The Green 
Mountsorrel, Leicestershire LE12 ?AG or telephone OS33-375423 . ' 

LETTER 
From: Brig (Retd) T. I. G. Gray 
Dear Sir 

SCHOOL OF SIGNALS-1944/1945-REUNION 
Soi;ne of your ol~er (oldest?) readers may have a chord struck by 

learrung that a reumon of a few of the officer instructors who served 
at the School of Signals, Catterick Camp, in 1944/ 1945 took place 
recently. 

Present from the old Tactics Wing, then based in Scotton Hall were 
Arthur Herbert, Peter Hoskins (later a Commanding Officer 'or 48 
(Midland) Divisional Signals TA), Ronnie Poulton and the writer. 
Signals Wing of the time was represented by Bob Holbrook (who 
subsequently took a regular commission and retired as a Colonel in 
1976) and RSI (Regimental Signal Instructors) Wing by John Arkell 
CBETD KRRC. 

Also present was Mrs Jean Brett, daughter of the late Col T. B. 
Gravely OBE, the then Commandant, who was working as a typist in 
Tactics Wing . 

The meeting took place in the house of Mrs Elizabeth Kinloch (nee 
Holliss) late of the ATS Company which supported the School who, 
with Arthur Herbert, initiated the idea of the reunion and to both of 
whom the thanks of the rest of us are due for a very happy occasion. 

3 Kyrle Road 
London SW II 6B 

Yours faithfully 
T . I. G. Gray 

The Corps Plot - t aken at nig ht during the service held by Bu rma 
Star Association. 

The photo Is reproduced, courtesy of Burma Star Association 
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ROYAL SIGNALS ASSOCIATION 
BENEVOLENT FUND 

The following donations were gratefully received during November 
1991: 
13 Sig Regt (member and families l Sqn) ....... .. . . .. .. . £562.90 
1~.;nemory of Lt Col G. R. (Nat) Gould .. . ... .. .. . £170.00 

BTC OBA . . .... . .......... ............. .. ... .. . .... . £ 25.00 
Mrs J. L. Power ... .. . . . .. . . . .. . . .. .. .. . . .. .. . . . . . . . .. . .. . £ 15 .00 
Mr H. Liley . .. .. . .. .. . . . .. .. . . . . . . .. .. . . . . . .. .. . . .. . . . .. . .. .. £ 12.20 
Frank M. Young .. .. .. . .. . . .. .. . .. .. .. . . . . . . . . . .. . . .. . . .. . . £ 10.00 
Certa Cito Lodge . . . . .... . ......... .. .... . ...... ... ..... . .... £ 10.00 
Mr G. A. Jenkins .. .. .. .. .... . ......... .. . ... .. . ..... .. . ... £ 5.00 
R. S. A. Glasgow . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . .. . . .. . . . .. . .. . . .. . . . . . . . . . . £ 99 

£811.09 

The following donations were gratefully received during December 
1991: 
662 Sig Tp .... . . . ......... . .... . ................ . 
In memory of Lt Col G. R . 'Nat' Gould ............ . 
In memory of E. E. Bayley . . . ..................... . 
E. M. Way ............... . ..................... . 
L (Airfield) Tp & 854/855 Sig Tps (V) ... . ..... . ... : . 
R. N. Hutchings (Charities Aid Foundation) . ........ . 
Mrs J. Greenstreet .......................... . ..... . 
Mrs F. E. Stagg . ................. . ....... . .... . .. . 
Mr P. B. Cairns ................................. . 
Mr H. S. Watt ............... . . .. .. . . .... .... . .. . . 

MOUNT WISE MEMORIAL 

£ 47.11 
£ 40.00 
£ 40.00 
£ 25.00 
£ 20.00 
£ 20.00 
£ 15.00 
£ 10.00 
£ 7.20 
£ 4.20 
£228.51 

The Federation of Plymouth & District Ex-Services Association met 
~n the 12 July 1991, to commemorate and dedicate, a memorial stone 
m the grounds of Admiralty House, Mount Wise, Plymouth. 

A welcome by the President Capt F. Naughton GC (Retd) was 
followed by the Bidding-'We are met together to remember and 
honour, by means of this memorial stone, those ex-Service men and 
women who served their country and served others in war and peace 
who were once our companions here in this Federation among them 
Jimmy Jewell , whose sterling qualities were recognised by all who 
knew him. 

0 thy soldiers, faithful, true, and bold 
Fight as the saints who nobly fought of old 
Ami win with them, the victors crown of gold. 
And when the strife is fierce, the warfare long, 
Steals in the ear the distant triumph song, 
And hearts are brave again and arms are strong. 
The golden evening brightens in the west, 
Soon, soon to the faithful warriors comes their rest, 
Sweet is the calm of Paradise the blest. 

The lesson was read by the Lord Mayor of Plymouth, Councillor 
Mrs Betty Easton OBE and the Stone was unveiled by Vice Admiral 
Sir Alan Grosse KDE, Flag Officer, Plymouth. 

The inscription reads-'This Stone was unveiled by Vice Admiral 
Sir Alan Grosse KDE in memory of our comrades who have crossed 
the bar, and in particular Jimmy Jewell.' 

Published by kind permission of 'DEKHO', Journal of the Burma 
Star Association. · 

(Jimmy Jewell's obituary appeared on page 141, April 1990 Wire.) 

The Memorial Stone 
Photo courtesy of Burma Star Association 
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Corps Goods Available from the Museum Shop, Blandford Camp, Dorset DT11 8RH 
Telephone enquiries to Blandford Military 2248 STD (0258 482248). 

Price list with effect from 1 September 1991 . 

Blazer Badge 
Blazer Button - Large 

Small .. . 
Belt, Italian leather, reversible Black(Brown engraved with Corps Badge 
Bookmark 
Brooch, white w ith gold Corps Badge 
Cap Badge . . . 
Car Badge, r x 2 · , silver badge on enamelled Corps Colours 
Clip board with Corps Crest 
Cocktail Mat Set, six, blue acrylic w ith Corps Badge 
Coasters, leather, set of 4 , with Corps Crest 
Corps Badge, on foil, framed and glazed, 11 " x 9 • 
Corps Records and Cassettes - Information Sheet Available 
Credit card holder, leather, w ith Corps Crest 
Crystal Engraved with Corps Badge 

Brandy Glass ... 
Brandy Glass, Cut Crystal 
Sherry Glass 
Whisky Glass .. . 
Whisky Glass , Cut Crystal 
Wine Goblets . . . 
Decanters, Plain 
Decanters, Cut Crystal 
Bud Vase with engraved Corps Crest 
Rose bowl 5 Y, • diameter with engraved Corps Crest 

Gilt Oval Cufflinks, engraved with Corps Badge 
Hipflasks 
11 Y, • Jimmy, cast bronze, height including plinth 
Keyrings-Bullet . .. 

Leather 
Corps (enamelled Corps Badge, with leather tag) 
Corps Badge . . . 

Ladies Marcasite Brooch . . . 
New Ladies Scarf, Dark Blue with White Jimmy in one corner 
Lapel Badge (Association Members only) . . . 
New Medal Holder 
Mug, white china with Corps Badge in blue 
Pendants, white with gold Corps Badge . .. 
Pennant, embroidered Corps Badge with gold trimming 
Presentation Pennant on metal stand 
Postcards 
Prints: 

Frontier Ambush 
Smith George Cross 
Palace Guard 
Imphal Road 
Dhofar Incident 
Catterick Parade 19B7 

Photoprints 
Statuette, 6 Y, • Pewter Royal Signals Soldier with SABO Rifle (by BARTON) 
Statuette, Royal Signals Officer in Full Dress (9" tall) 
Statuette, Royal Signals Soldier with SABO Rifle (9• tall) . . . 
Silver Plated Teaspoons with Corps Crest 
Sticker, Corps Badge on Corps Colours, good quality-Large 

Medium 
Small 

Stickpin, 9 carat gold, Corps Badge, can be used as broochftie pin 
Stickpin, sterling silver Corps Badge, can be used as broochftie pin 
New Sports(Leisure Wear. Excellent Quality, various sizes/colours 
Sweat Shirts with embroidered Corps Badge 
Sport Shirts with embroidered Corps Badge 
V/Neck Sweater with embroidered Corps Badge 
Rugby Style Shirt Corps Colours and embroidered Badge 
Tablemat Set, six, blue acrylic with Corps Badge . . . . . . 
Tablemat, large 15" x 11 Y2". blue acrylic with Corps Badge 
Tankard, 1 pt, polished pewter, lightweight with Corps Badge 
Tankard. Y,pt. polished pewter, lightweight with Corps Badge 
New Tea towel Blue Signals Design on White Background 
Thimble, Bone China with Corps Badge. Gift Boxed 
Tie, Corps Colours in polyester, 3" width . . . 
Tie, Corps Colours in Pure Silk, 3" width 
Umbrella, golf size, Corps Colours 
Wall plaque, 'Royal Corps of Signals', shield, 6" x r 
Watch strap, Corps Colours, Nylon 

.. . 

Unsigned 
8 .50 
8 .50 
8.50 
8.50 
8.50 
8 .50 

UK 

£ 

9.55 
1.90 
1.80 

12.50 
0 .50 
3 .05 
2.55 
4.85 
3 .10 

11 .15 
2.00 
6.25 
6.20 
2 .80 

9 .00 ea 
14.50 ea 

6 .50 ea 
8.45 ea 

14.50 ea 
7 .90 ea 

35.00 
52 .00 
19.90 
20.50 
13.90 
14.50 
59.25 

1.30 
0 .50 
1.65 
1.50 

25.95 
9.25 
2.25 
2.00 
2.45 
4 .95 

27.40 
15.35 

.20 
Signed 
12.50 
12.50 
12.50 
12.50 
12.50 
12.50 
15.00 
32.50 
59.25 
59 .25 

2 .20 
0 .50 
0.50 
0.45 

68 .30 
17.60 

13.50 
11.35 
14.50 
18.00 
30.55 

9 .85 
14.60 
12.55 

2.00 
1.75 
5.20 

10.95 
14.50 
12.40 

1.45 

Prices Inclusive of VAT. Overseas orders will be less VAT. Bulk orders from PRl's will attract a discount. 
Please Note: Postage and Packing not included. 

Cheques made payable to: Royal Signals Corps Fund. 

Produced by the Publishers, THE ROYAL SIGNALS ASSOCIATION, 56 Regency Street, London SWIP 4AD (Telephone London District Mil ext 8246 STD 071 -414 8246) 
Printed in Great Britain by Holbrook & Son Ltd, Norway Road, Ponsmouth, Hants P03 5HX 

For ad•enising rates apply to: Combined Service Publications Ltd, PO Box 4, Farnborough, Hampshire GU14 7LR (Telephone 0252 515891) 
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How do you feel 
about leaving the Army? 

As you're wP.11 aware, serving in the Forces isn't Just a 
job. It's a way of life. So, it's no su rprise, that after 

leaving, many people feel as though they're high and dry, 
like a fish out of water 

But there's no need for you to feel this way. It's 
perfectly possible for you to keep up with old friends, 
make use of the unique skills you've acquired, and 
make a vita l contribution to the nation's defence into 
the bargain 

How? Simply by becoming a member of the 
Volunteer Forces, which make up a third of our Army 
and represent a significant part of our commitment 
to NATO. 

There are three options open to you. 
Firstly, you can join one of the Temtonal Army 

Independent Units based in the TAVRA region in which 
you have decided to settle An ideal route for those 
leaving Infantry or Cavalry regiments 

Secondly, 1f you are leaving a Corps, you could 
retain your capbadge and become a member of either 
an Independent Unit or a TA Spec1alis Unit. In either, 
you can maintain and extend the special skills that you 
have learned 

Thirdly, you could join the HSF, which fulfi ls a vital 

role in our home defence, and in particular is suitable 
for people with limited spare time. 

You can contribute as much time as you want 
in any one year The minimum that we ask 1s that 
as a member of the Independent TA you complete 
6 weekends, a two·week Summer Camp and so~m 
weekday eve·nings As a 
Specialist we ask only ---I 
15daystrainingand ~ ~ 
two weekends. • i ~ _... :=--

And, as a ~._ • ~- ,,........_ 

member of the ·~· l I I - -<0 
HSF, 6 to 10 ~ , • > 
days training and 
one evening per 
month. In return you will receive payment equivalent to 
the rates paid to Regular Army soldiers plus an annual 
tax-free bonus. 

If you would like more information about how you 
can stay in the swim of things, wnte to the address 
below, giving details of which option you are interested 
in, your current age and address, you r intended county 
of residence, and of the regiment you have left or 
are leaving. 

The Territorial Army, Freepost. 4335 (Ref: 9000), Bristol BSl 3YX. 
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All correspondence and 
matter for publication in 
The Wire should be 
addressed to The Editor, 
The Wire, RHQ Royal Signals, 

The Wire 
Subscription rates 
1992 (81-monthlyl 

(Feb, Apr, Jun, 
Aug, Oct, and Deel. 

Individual: Yearly £7.BO; 
Bi-monthly £1.30; 

56 Regency Street, 
London SW1 P 4AD. Remittances should be made payable to: 

Royal Signals Association Tel No: London District Ext 8428 and 8433 
STD 071 -414 8246. 
Matter for publication must be 
received by the 15th of February, 
April, June, August. October and December 
for publication six weeks later. 

Editor Lt Col M. Q. M. Greaves ll~~\ 
Assistant Editor Mrs M. A. Riggs fliJI' 

The Wire is a member of the Association of Service Newspapers 

THE PRICE OF THE WIRE 

Despite extensive coverage in the Wire a large number of subscription renewal 
forms are in the sums of £4.20 and £6.00. Also, over 200 subscribers have paid 
twice! 

THE WIRE IS £1.30 PER COPY: £7.80 PER ANNUM 

To avoid the high cost of postage incurred last year in notifying subscribers 
individually, this year the Wire will only be sent against monies received. 
Similarly , credits for oversubscription must be claimed, or authority given for 
them to be credited to the Benevolent fund. 

Please make the necessary arrangements with your bank to cover any deficit 
if you wish to receive your copy throughout the year. 
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ROYAL SIGNALS .AND INSTITUTION AWARDS 
The Prin Mal') Medal shall be regarded as a rare honour to be 
a>Aarded to mark an achievement, contribution or service of the 
highe t order which i con idered manifestly to have enhanced the 
performance, reputation or status of Royal Signals. 

The Master of ignal · Award is given to mark the formal recognition 
by the Corps of specia! conuibutions or services by individuals or 
corporate bodies to th~ Corps, or, exceptionally to any part of it, 
where uch recognition cannot properly l>e accommodated within the 
terms of award for the Prince s Mary 01 Institution Silver Medals. 

The very nature of this award precludes any formal direction or 
criteria on which it shall be made. onetheless, the Master of Signals 
Award shall be considered a rare and prestigiou award and due 
account of this must be taken in the consideration of a nomination by 
the originator and in the processing of the nomination. 

The Institution Silver Medal shall be regarded as a rare award to mark 
the attainment of an out tanding professional achievement in the 
Corps. An excepiional performance on the following courses may also 
qualify:-

(a) The Royal Signals Officer's Telecommunications Engineering 
Management Course 

(b) The Foreman of Signals Course 
(c) The Yeoman of Signals Course 

The Awards. The form of the Master of Signals Award on each 
occasion will be recommended by the Selection Committee. The other 
awards are silver medals. 

Nominations are to be submitted through the Royal Signals chain of 
command to the Deputy Signal Officer in Chief for the serving Corps, 
or through the Royal Signals Association to the Chairman for the 
retired Corps, using the format below, and then to Regimental 
Headquarters by mid August for consideration by the Awards 
Committee and the information of the Council of the Royal Signals 
Institution at its October meeting. The final selection for awards will 
be made by the Corps Selection Committee comprising the Master of 
Signals, the Signal Officer in Chief, the Representative Colonel 
Commandant and co-opted members as required. 

Presentation. A full citation is to be prepared and the presentation 
made at a suitable Corps function for the Princess Mary Medal and 
the Master's Award . The Institution Medal is to be presented at an 
·appropriate occasion, to be decided by the senior Royal Signals officer 
in the theaue or command. These awards confer Honorary 
Membership of the Institution upon the recipients. 

Records. The Secretary of the Institution maintains the record of 
recipients' names and PB! l or Royal Signals M and RO will arrange 
the annotation of personal records. 

Nomination for the Princess Mary Medal* 
Master of Signals Award* 
Institution Silver Medal* 
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1. Rank and Name .......... . . ... .. ......................... . ............................. . 

2. Event/Course 

3. Citation 

4. Comments 

a. Commander Communications/ Association Branches* 

b. DSOinC/Chairman of the Royal Signals Association* 

5. Institution Awards Committee Recommendation ..... ... .... ......................... . ... ... . 

.................. . ............ . ... . ....................... .. ........................... 
6. Selection Committee Decision ............. . ......... . .... ..... ......... .... ....... ....... . 

.................. ...... ............... . ................................................ 
*Delete where inapplicable 

NEW TELEPHONE NUMBERS 
Regimental Headquarters 

London District Military or STD 071-930 4466 and ask for extension as below 
or 

Appl 
Regt Col 
Regt Sec 
Asst Regt Sec 
Wei Sec 
Assn AO 
Corps Acct 
Accts 
Ed 
FAX 
Ord Room 
Rct Offrs 
Chief Clerk 
Asst Ed 
Clerk, Regl Col 
S02 (Sldr Rec) 

by direct dialling as shown 

Name 
Col R. D. K. Thompson CBE 
Col A. N. de Bretton-Gordon 
Maj G. Schofield MBE 
Mrs P. J. Haw 
Mr R. Whittle 
Mr A. Wilkinson 

Lt Col M. Q. M. Greaves 

Mr M. Eastwood 
Lt Col Beattle/Capt Dugdale 
Miss S. A. Jackson 
Mrs M. A. Riggs 
Mr W. T hrower 
Maj B. H. Rowe 

Extension 
8420 
8421 
8422 
8423 
8424 
8425 
8426 
8428 
8429 
8430 
8431 
8432 
8433 
8443 
8444 

(STD Direct Dial) 
(071-414 8420) 
(071-414 8421) 
(071-414 8422) 
(071-414 8423) 
(071-414 8424) 
(071-414 8425) 
(071-414 8426) 
(071-414 8428) 
(071-414 8429) 
(071-414 8430) 
(071-414 8431) 
(071-414 8432) 
(071-414 8433) 
(071-414 8443) 
(071-414 8444) 
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OFFICERS 
MARCH 1992 
Unit und Name 
Lt Col M. J . Dent.. 
Lt Col N . K . i' . Hope 
Lt Col R. D. Symonds 
Maj S. I. Andrews. . 
Maj R. W. Batho .. 
Mai H. T . Bradley .. 
Maj R. J. Carter . . 
Maj N. R. Davies .. 
Maj G . R. Elliot .. 
Maj M. J . M. Emslie 
Maj A. A. Ewell .. 
Maj E. Heritage .. 
Maj S. P. Hunt .. 
Maj A. W. James.. 
Maj D. A.H . Jones .. 
Maj G. M. Lewis-Taylor .. 
Maj G. R. Leyland 
Mai M. P . Llewellyn 
Maj S. J. May . . 
M•j R. G. Nicholson 
Maj B. I' Pcttifer . 
Maj D. A. Sullivan 
Maj S. P Wallis .. 
Capt G. F. Chaloner 
Capt N. H. Colville 
Capt M Corcoran . . 
CaptN. D. Couch .. 
C pt S. C. Dexter. . 
Capt A. C. Doane .. 
Capt A 5 Eames .. 
Capt E. M Flint . . 
Capt N. W. Gill .. 
Capt J . M. Hodges 
Capt A. J. Madsen . . 
Capt R. G. Mather .. 
Capt A. W. T . McComb . 
Capt C. J. Mcintosh 
Capt E. J . C. Pascoe 
Capt B. M. Perks .. 
Capt S. R. Rcnfrcy 
Capt R. A . Sharp . . 
Capt K. P. Thornber 
Capt P.R. Towers . . 
Capt B. G. Watson 
Capt I. D. Westerman .. 
Lt M. W. G. Adams 
Lt S. J . Allan .. 
Lt A. D . M. Angus 
Lt K. J . Arnold . . 
Lt E.W. Baker •. 
Lt S. L. Copley . . 
Lt M. C. Cornell .. 
LI R. Deans 
Lt T. Hill .. 
Lt S. G. Hutchinson 
Lt S. A. Recs 
Lt B. Russell 
Lt F. J. Say .. 
Lt N. J. Tomkins .. 
2Lt N . A. Beecher . . 
2Lt N. C. Bruce . . 
2Lt A. J . Chessum .. 
2Lt J. G. Hill 
2Lt A. J . Jones 
2Lt K. M. Levins . . 
2Lt D. J. Spacic .. 
2Lt C. M. Vaudin . . 

Unit to which posted 
II Sig Rcgt 
14 Sig Regt 
Depot I I Sig Rcgt (HS) 
MD/ HDES 
39 Sig Rcgt (SC) (V) 
SANG COM 
JS Inf Bdc 
Staff College (HS Course) 
Depot I I Sig Rcgt (HS) 
AA Coll Harrogate 
2 Sig Bdc 
Staff College (HS Course) 
HQ British Forces Hong Kong 
Staff College (HS Course) 
RMCS Shrivcnham (HS Course) 
16 Sig Regt 
School of Signals (HS Course) 
Staff College (HS Course) 
Staf College (HS Course) 

taff College (HS Course) 
School of Signals 
RMCS Shrivcnham (HS Course) 
7 Sig Regt (Corps Main HQ) 
HQ Int Corps Depot and Centre 
28 Sig Rcgt 
13 Sig Rcgt 
Staff College (HS Course) 
Slaff College (HS Course) 
SANGCOM 
238 Sig Sqn 
Staff College (HS Course) 
Staff Cnllcgc (HS Course) 
21 Sig Rcgt 
Staff College (HS Course) 
S03 Liaison CTCRM 
Staff College (HS Course) 
I Armd Div HQ & Sig Rcgt 
RMAS 
238 Sig Sqn 
School of Signals (HS Course) 
RMCS Shrivcnham (HS Course) 
School of Signals (HS Course) 
Staff College (HS Course) 
V chicle Depot Ashchurch 
Staff College (HS Course) 
8 Inf Bdc HQ & Sig Sqn 
4 Armd Div HQ & Sig Rcgt 
22 Sig Regt 
14 Sig Rcgt 
I I Sig Rcgt 
14 Sig Rcgt 
4 Armd Div HQ & Sig Rcgt 
210 (24 Air Mob Bdc) Sig Sqn (2 Inf Div) 
7 Sig Rcgt (Corps Main HQ) 
7 Sig Rcgt (Corps Main HQ) 
22 Sig Regt 
8 Sig Rcgt 
School of Signals 
3 Armd Div HQ & Sig Regt 
22 Sig Regt 
4 Armd Div HQ & Sig Rcgt 
3 Armd Div HQ & Sig Regt 
I Armd Div HQ & Sig Rcgt 
16 Sig Rcgt 
Queen's Gurkha Sig Rcgt 
2 Inf Div HQ & Sig Regt 
3 Armd Div HQ & Sig Regt 

CHANGED YOUR ADDRESS? 
HAVE YOU INFORMED RHQ? 

TEL 071-414 8432 

WILSON HOGG ROBINSON 
ARMY CHALLENGE CUP FINAL T~ 

2 Div HQ and Sig Regt (York) (UK Cup Winners) versus 
28 Amph Engr Regt RE (Hameln) (BAOR Cup 

Winners and Holders) 

The Military Stadium, Aldershot. 
Wednesday 8 April 1992- kick-off 1930 hrs 
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WOs and SNCOs 
FEBRUARY 1992 
Rank and Name 
wot R. c. Cory . . . . 
W02 D . A . M. Bennett . 
W02 M. V. Doberty 
W02 M. Hopper .. 
W02 S. J . Morgan 
W02 B. J. Palmer 
W02 D. T . H. Wilson .. 
A W02 (FofS) S. A. Wilk,, 
AW02 (YofS) B. Williams 
SSgt (FofS) P. A. Cutforth 
SSgt D. M. Foncath .. 
SS gt N. Grant .. 
SS gt J . A. Honeyman 
SSgt C. G. McGinley 
SSgt J . Mclachlan 
SS gt I. D. Richardson 
SSgt S. Tupling . . 
Sgt M. R. Bain 
Sgt S. I. Barclay 
Sgt R. T . Bates 
Sgt D. J. Black 
Sgt C. R. Bough . . 
Sgt A. M. Carver .. 
Sgt A. S. Cuppcr . . 
Sgt D. M. A. Doody 
Sgt G . D. Duffy .. 
Sgt A. Edminson .. 
Sgt N. Grant .. 
Sgt N. Hawkins . . 
Sgt R. K. Hughes •. 
Sgt R. King .. 
Sgt D. C. Lavcrick 
Sgt J. K. Martin .. 
Sgt R. Messenger . . 
Sgt S. G. Metherell 
Sgt K. Mitchell 
Sgt J. Ricbmond .. 
Sgt S. A. Strcfford 
Sgt K . Sturman .. 
Sgt C. M. Turrell .. 
Sgt P . E. Wareham 
ASgt D. M. Abson 
ASgt R. G. Blythe 
ASgt S. Crawford 
ASgt F. E. Flaherty 
ASgt A. P . Gregory 
ASgt P. M. Lamont 
ASgt M. J . Leigh .. 

MARCH 1992 
Rank and Name 
WOJ G. Douglas . . 
WOJ J. K. Eynon 
WO! W. Ireland . . . . 
W02 (FofS) A. J . Amplctt 
W02 S. Palfreyman .. 
A W02 (FofS) N. J . Griffiths 
AW02 (FofS) A. J. Mullen 
SSgt (Fo!S) R. J . Baldwin 
SSgt (YofS) A. C. M. Craig 
SSgt D. A. Davidson 
SSgt A. P. Fullwood 
SSgt S. Owen .. 
SSgt S. R. Rofe . . 
SSgt C. F. Scar .. 
SSgt D. J. Williams 
Sgt P . J. AJdcn .. 
Sgt P . A. Anderson 
Sgt J. C. Ballin .. 
Sgt A. J. Butler .. 
Sgt G. Corrigan .. 
Sgt J . J . Cuthbert 
Sgt B. Donegan .. 
Sgt A. P. Flory . 
Sgt L. K. Halligan 
Sgt D. J. Harman 
Sgt J . Hopkinson .. 
Sgt D. Maw . . . 
Sgt S. K. Maycock 
Sgt P. T. McMullan 
Sgt V. Murpby . . 
Sgt D. M. O'Brien 
Sgt D. L. Palmer .. 
Sgt P. C. Pollington 
Sgt A. F. Rennie .. 
Sgt J . D. Ryan 
Sgt M. A. Shrives 
Sgt D. G. Simpson 
Sgt G. Smith . . 
Sgt B. Smith .. 
Sgt E. T. Strefford 
Sgt P. Watson. . . 
Sgt A. Williams .. 
Sgt M. Wray .. 
ASgt R. Buxton .. 
ASgt S. J. Dyson ' < 
A Sgt P. Ruttcr 

Unit to which posted 
IS Sig Regt 
UNFJCYP 
Aberdeen UOTC 
HQ AFCENT 
21 Sig Rcgt 
Cardiff UOTC 
210 (24 Air Mob Bdc) Sig Sqn (2 Inf Div) 
2S9 Sig Sqn 
Q G Sig Rcgt 
39 Inf Bdc HQ & Sig Sqn 
9 Sig Rcgt 
UNICOM 
13 Sig Regt 
2S4 Sig Sqn 
8 Sig Rcgt 
HQ AFCENT 
3 I Sig Rcgt (V) 
9 Sig Regt 
2S9 Sig Sqn 
662 Sig Tp 
13 Sig Rcgt 
28 Sig Rcgt 
16 Sig Rcgt 
I A&SH 
8 Sig Rcgt 
I Armd Div HQ & Sig Regt 
I Armd Div HQ & Sig Regt 
UNICOM 
662 Sig Tp 
JS Sig Regt 
3 Armd Div HQ & Sig Regt 
249 Sig Sqn 
2 Inf Div HQ & Sig Rcgt 
38 Sig Regt (V) 
9 Sig Regt 
3 Inf Bdc HQ & Sig Sqn 
QG Sig Rcgt 
8 Sig Rcgt 
School of Signals 
SHAPE 
3 Armd Div HQ & Sig Rcgt 
633 Sig Tp 
3 LI 
II Sig Rcg1 
WRAC Centre 
11 Sig Rcgt 
JPWO 
11 Sig Regt 

Unit to which posted 
SHAPE 
II Sig Rcgt 
JI Sig Regt 
JS Sig Rcgt 
22S Sig Sqn 
Comms & Sy Gp (UK) 
IS Sig Rcgt 
Comms & Sy Gp (UK) 
633 Sig Tp 
16 Sig Regt 
I Armd Div HQ & Sig Regt 
4 Armd Div HQ & Sig Rcgt 
Comms & Sy Gp (UK) 
14 Sig Rcgt 
JS Sig Regt (V) 
AA Coll Harrogate 
3 Armd Div HQ & Sig Regt 
FVD Ashchurch 
13 Sig Rcgt 
IS Sig Regt 
633 Sig Tp 
244 Sig Sqn 
8 Sig Rcgt 
9 Sig Rcgt 
7 Sig Rcgt 
8 Sig Rcgt 
Comms & Sy Gp (UK) 
I Inf Bde HQ & Sig Sqn 
13 Sig Regt 
2S9 Sig Sqn 
3 Inf Bde HQ & Sig Sqn 
244 Sig Sqn 
I I Sig Rcgt Depot Tp 
JCUFI 
2S9 Sig Sqn 
30 Sig Rcgt 
AA Coll Harrogate 
S AE Bdc HQ & Sig Sqn (216 Para) 
JSSL 
8 Inr Bdc HQ & Sig Sqn 
210 .ig Sqn 
238 Sig Sqn 
251 lgSqn 
39 Sig Rcgt (V) 
4 Armd Div HQ & Sig Rcgt 
JSSU Fl 
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NOTICES 

DEATHS 
Cann-Maj L. T. Cann-served 1928-1958-died 18 February 1992. 
Daniel-Col H. L. L. Daniel MBE, TD, DL-served 1941-84-died 

January 1992. 
Flook-Cpl F. T. Flook-served 1938-43-died February 1992. 
Gittins-Brig G. W. Gittins-served 1949-1979-died l March 1992. 
Greenfield-Capt J. R. Greenfield MBE-died 30 October 1991. 
Griffith -Col A. N. Griffiths OBE- died 21 February 1992. 
Hatcber-W02 A. P. G. Hatcher-served 1941-1970-died 

November 1991. 
Holbrook-Col R. S. Holbrook-served 1941-1976-died I March 

1992. 
Howarth-Brig C.H. Howarth OBE TD-served 1932-1968-died 30 

January 1992. 
Lang-Lt J. Lang-died 8 December 1991. 
Lowe-WOl W. T. Lowe-served 1927-53-died 16 February 1992. 
Milne-Maj W. D. Milne-served from 1969-1 991-died 

20 December 1991 
Proudman-Mrs P. Proudman, widow of Brig G. Proudman CBE

died 5 February 1992. 
Sharman-Cpl M. J. Sharman- erved 1984-92-died 4 February 

1992. 
Sutherland-Maj D. W. Sutherland-died 5 October 1991. 

OBITUARIES 

LIEUTENANT COLONEL 
K. E. P. ANDREWS MBE 

Readers of The Wire will be very 
sorry to hear of the death on 26 
January of Lt Col Ted Andrews 
who was a distinguished Editor of 
this magazine from 1985-1991. Be
fore taking up the editorial chair, 
Ted was a committed and enthusi
astic member of the Corps, from 
his commissioning in India in 1945 
to his retirement in 1976. He serv
ed in the Far East, West Africa, 
France and BAOR, and was an 
enthusiastic airborne signals mem
ber as well as being seconded dur
ing his service Co the Sierra Leone 
Army, to Singapore Military 
Forces and to Queen's Gurkha 
Signals. He was Captain of Corps 
Shooting in the 1950s, and was a 
member of the Army and England Shooting teams. He was also a keen 
and ~uc_cess~l hock~Y, playe~. After retirement from the Army, he was 
a P~1~c1pal •i: the Ctv~I Service until 1985, when he became Editor. In 
addition to his work m RHQ he was a dedicated worker for SSAFA 

Ted An~rew~· funeral was attended by the Master of Signals and 
man~ of hJS _f nend~, from the Corps and elsewhere. To his widow 
Jackie and his family, we send sincere condolences 

A_ fu!l obituary_ wilJ appear in the Journal of the Royal Signals 
Institution, of which he was also Editor. 
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Armstrong-Mr Allan Armstrong. It is with deep regret that we of the 
Newcastle Branch report the sudden passing of our friend and 
chairman, Allan Armstrong, on Wednesday 19 February 1992. He 
served in the Corps from 1950-52 and then continued his service 
in the TA. 

Allan was one of our most dedicated and enthusiastic 
Ass?ciation ~embers, . and was just starting his fourth year as 
cha~rman . . This was ht se~ond 'tour of duty' having served as 
chairman m the late seventies and early eighties. 

.AJl:m's umimely death has left a gap in our lives which only time 
will fill. Our thoughts now are with Allan's family. He will be 
greatly missed by us all but, not forgotten. 

Caseley-Ex Cpl David John Caseley. Maj (Ret'd) John Selby writes: 
It is with extreme sorrow that the tragic deaths of David Caseley 
aged 26, and his companion Mary Buyers are reported. They wer~ 
killed whilst on a walking holiday on Unst, the most northerly of 
t~e Sh~tland Islands. The accident resulted from the excessively 
high wmds (gusts of about 200mph were measured nearby) which 
blew over New Year's eve/day. The couple had been sheltering in 
a corrugated steel hut (anchored by steel hawsers) which was 
blown from its foundations. 

David Caseley was a brilliant young man and one of the best 
radio technicians (he graduated top of his course) to come out of 
AACoU, Harrogate. In addition, he was a winner of the John 
Page Trophy. David was posted to serve with Communications 
and Security Group (UK) at Loughborough where he continued to 
show exceptional ability. His tour at Comms and Sy Gp (UK) 
included a detachment to JSSU FI where, at 21, he was made local 
sergeant - a decision fully justified by his performance in the 
post. 

David opted to leave the army to read electrical engineering at 
Cardiff University where he was sponsored by the BBC. On 
graduation, with First Class Honours, David took a position with 
the BBC. 

Whilst at university David was a member of E Troop (V) 244 
Sig Sqn (AS). ' 

David was a quiet, efficient, thoroughly likeable and popular 
young man. 

David's friends and associates in the Corps wilJ be extremely 
saddened to hear of the tragedy and would wish that condolences 
be extended to David's parents Mr and Mrs R. Caseley and family 
(David's elder brother is serving with the RAF) of Bromsgrove and 
to the Buyers family in Canada. 

Dilcock-Mr B'.l5il H. Dilcock. It was with deep regret that the 
Colle~e was informed of the death of Basil on 23 January after a 
short illness. Well known and respected in the College he will be 
particularly missed by the SergeaJJts' Mess members. He served the 
College for ~5 years, from 1967 to 1975 as the Drum Major with 
the Apprentice College Band and, upon retirement from the Army 
(PWO) after 22 years service, was the Sergeants' Mess Manager 
until bis untimely death. 

The funer~ service was held at the College, attended by past and 
present servmg members of the Corps, the Prince of Wales 
Association, representative 01-the Guards Division and some 300 
relatives and friends. 

In honour of his memory the Sergeants' Mess has been named 
'Dilcock' block. 

Mrs Veronica Dilcock and her family would like to express 
their sincere gratitude to all who attended the funeral and to those 
who sent such wonderful floral tributes. 

French-SSgt David French. It is with deep regret that Coventry 
Branch report the death of David French which occurred on 7 
January,. David was a pri1:11e mover in re-establishing the Coventry 
Branch •i: 198? and was its secretary until 1989. 

H.e enltsted m 1959 as a boy soldier and served in the Corps as 
a wireless operator at most base units and served for 24 years 

He will be sadly missed by all members of Coventry branch, 
many of whom attended his funeral at which nine Standards were 
paraded. 
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Gittins-Brig G. W. Gittens who died on 1 March (St David's Day) 
contributed much to the development and reputation of the Corps 
during his 30 years service. Commissioned from Sandhurst he 
served in the Middle East, School of Signals, 7 Sig Regt, FARELF, 
BAOR and the Ministry of Defence. His last appointment in 
BAOR was as Comd Comms I (BR) Corps. His final appointment 
was as chief of Staff Logistic Executive, Andover. He followed a 
second career at RACAL which, sadly, was curtailed by ill health. 
Our deepest sympathies are extended to his widow Helen and to 
his children. 

Hargreaves-WO! J. W. Hargreaves. Jack died suddenly at his home 
in Scarborough on I January 1992 at the age of 84 years . He 
enlisted in the Green Howards in 1926, serving with them in the 
UK and China. In 1929 he transferred to the Corps and started his 
service in his home town of Scarborough, at Burniston Barracks. 
He trained as an Operator Signals and subsequently served in India 
from 1931 till 1942 and again from 1944 till 1945. 

Jack will be best remembered for his service, as Company 
Sergeant Major, with the Boys Training Company at Catterick 
from 1945 till 1948. Affectionately known to the boys as 'The 
Sheriff' he was intensely proud of them. 

Recently, he was guest of honour at an 'ex 254 boys' reunion, 
held in Scarborough, and afterwards told of his immense pleasure 
at meeting so many of his 'lads' again. 

A life member of the Association he was a staunch member of 
the Scarborough Branch from his retirement in 1951 until his 
death. He was a grand man in every sense, ~d will .be grc:atly 
missed by his friends of the Corps. Jack, a widower, 1s survtved 
by his daughter Joan and her family to whom we convey our 
sincere sympathy. 

Hardy-ex Sgt Stan Hardy. It is with deep regret that the Newcastle 
Branch mourn the passing of one of its oldest and most valued 
members Stan Hardy. Stan was one of the founder members of the 
Branch and worked hard for the Branch over the years . He 
attended every Catterick reunion since leaving the Corps in 1946, 
having served for nearly 15 years. 

His sense of humour even in difficult times made him a popular 
member. Stan will be missed by us all here at Newcastle and at 
Catterick by his many friends from other Branches. 

Hughes-Sig J. A. Hughes. It is with deep regret that 210 (24 Airmob 
Bde) Sig Sqn report the death of John Arran Hughes on 22 
February aged 21 years, as a result of a road traffic accident in bis 
home town of Newton Aycliffe, County Durham. 

John joined the Royal Corps of Signals as an adult recruit in 
January 1989 at Darlington Recruiting Office. In February 1989 he 
went to 11 Sig Regt in Catterick to undergo his basic military 
training which he successfully completed in April 1989. He then 
moved to 8 Sig Regt in Catterick to attend his Telecommunication 
Operator Radio Relay class 3 course which he passed on 4 
September 1989. 

On 5 September 1989 he was posted to 210 (24 Airmob Bde) Sig 
Sqn, where he was employed in Communication Tp as .a cre.w 
member on the Radio Relay detachment, and exercised m 
Germany with the Squadron. 

John was a very fit keen soldier who, amongst other things, was 
a regular member of the Regimental Boxing team. Despite being 
a quiet lad, John was very highly thought of by all members of the 
Squadron and will be dearly missed by us all. We extend our 
sincere condolences to his family and friends. 

Milne- Maj W. D. Milne. It is with deep regret that 36 Sig Regt (V) 
report the death of Maj William David Milne, TD, known to all 
as David-or more colloquially-'Big D'. He had been ill for some 
time and died on 20 December 1991 aged 46 years. 

David was commissioned into the Corps in 1969 and served his 
early years with 31 Sig Regt (V), in both 47 l\Jld 83 Sqns bef~ire 
leaving to join 36 Sig Regt (V) in 1973, as a Tp C?md co~manding 
750 (LMC) Tp in 45 Sqn in Colchester . He contmued with 45 Sqn 
and became 2IC before moving to 44 Sqn in Gillingham, as Sqn 
Comd in 1976. David's civilian employment became increa~ing!y 
demanding and he was posted to Southampton on promouon m 
1981- which resulted in his having to relinquish his command and 
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hi& transfer to RARO until i986, when he wa~ promoted again by 
his firm and became an Area Manager m Bristol. 

David leaves behind his wife Jill who supported him throughout 
with great devotion, and four children. David was a cheerful and 
popular member of the Regiment who wil! be greatly missed by a.ll 
his friends in the Corps and we extend our deepest sympathy to his 
family. 

Pritchard-Cpl R. Pritchard. It is with deep regret that we announce 
the death of Cpl Ray Pritchard who died on 9 January, aged 
55 years, after a long illness. Ray joined the Corps in 1953, he 
served in BAOR with I Wireless Regt, 13 Sig Regt and 7 Sig Regt, 
as well as a tour in Cyprus. Before his discharge in 1977 Ray spent 
eight years with 7 Sig Regt where he became 'Dad' to a number of 
the younger single soldiers who still maintain contact with the 
family. Ray was a member of the successful 24 Sig Regt football 
team of the 60s and represented the Corps on a number of 
occasions. We offer our deepest sympathy to his wife Joyce, five 
sons and three daughters . The family link with the Corps will be 
continued by his sons Ray and Bill, both serving Sergeants, and his 
daughter Dawn, married to an RSM of the Corps. He will be sadly 
missed by his family and friends. 

Veitch-Capt Pauline Veitch. It is with deep regret that Derby Branch 
report the death of Pauline on 8 February 1992, aged 80 years. 
Pauline joined the Auxiliary Fire Service on the outbreak of the 
second world war transferring to the TS. After the war she 
worked for the National Hospital Reserve and Home Nursing and 
also fo r St John's Ambulance Brigade. She joined 307 (NC) 
WRAC as PSO in 1955 and in 1959 became PSAO with 46 Sig 49 
Div TA in the rank of Captain. On its disbandment in 1967 
Pauline joined the Derbyshire Rural Community Council as 
Charity Commissions Review Officer . On retirement, due to ill 
health, although she had lost her husband tragically in 1974 and 
had undergone a very serious operation herself she bravely carried 
on doing voluntary work for the League of Friends and was 
Secretary of Derby Branch for three years. 

Pauline will be sadly missed by her many friends and colleagues. 
Our deepest sympathy goes to her two daughters Patricia and 
Hilary, their families and her three grandsons. 

Pauline led a very busy, selfless life and it is not possible to do 
justice to all her achievements but she will be remembered. 

Young-W02 D. Young BEM. It is with much sadness that we 
announce the death of Doug Young aged 71 who was a life 
member of the Association after having joined the Corps in 1938. 

For the past two years he had been an In-Pensioner at the Royal 
Hospital. 

Doug was a keen bowling enthusiast whilst at Chelsea and 
remained an active member of the Blackburn Branch of the 
Association, attending meetings whenever possible. He also met 
up with us at our Annual Camp bringing both colour and humour 
to us all. 

He packed a lot into his life and often boasted that he never did 
a guard duty during his 23 years in the Corps-he was probably 
just too busy! 

Doug will be sadly missed by all his many friends throughout the 
country, particularly those in Blackburn aJJd Preston. 
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1992 
14 April 
12 iay 
17 1ay 

20 June 
27128 June 

28 June 
9 October 

26 ovember 
15 December 

CORP DATES 

RSI Catterick Lecture 
Corps Dinner in London 
A ociation Reunion in Blandford 
(details from RHQ) 
Corps Luncheon in Blandford 
As ociation Reunion in Catterick 
(details from RHQ) 
Corps Luncheon in Catterick 
Corps Dinner in Glasgow 
RSI London L ecture 
Corps Carol Service in London 

CORPS DINNER 
The Corp Dinner will be held at The London International Press 

Centre, 76 Shoe Lane, London EC4, on Tuesday, 12 May 1992-1900 
for 1930 hrs . 

Dress: Dinner Jacket. Decorations and medals are not worn. 
The subsidised cost of the Dinner is £19 which includes pre dinner 

drinks from 1900 hrs and wine at the table. 
All Royal Signals Officers, Regular or Territorial, serving or 

retired, or former WRAC Officers who served with Royal Signals, are 
eligible to attend. Those retired officers however, who do not 
subscribe to Corps Funds, are asked to pay the full cost at £38. 

Applications for tickets can be found at the back of The White List 
or The Retired List and should reach RHQ by I May 1992. Cheques 
are to be drawn on Royal Signals Corps Fund. 

HM THE QUEEN'S GARDEN PARTY AT 
BUCKINGHAM PALACE 

Our Colonel-in-Chief HRH The Princess Royal GVCO may attend 
the Garden Party on Wednesday 15 July 1992. 

Any members of the Corps who receive invitations to attend on this 
date are asked to notify the Regimental Secretary at RHQ Royal 
Signals, 56 Regency Street, London SWlP 4AD in order that they 
may be included in the Corps organised party and presented to the 
Colonel in Chief. 

35 SIGNAL REGIMENT (V)- FORMER RSMs 
35 Sig Regt (V) will hold a Freedom parade through the city of 

Birmingliam on Saturday 25 April 1992 as part of the celebrations of 
the 25th anniversary of the formation of the Regiment. If you wish to 
attend, please contact WOI (RSM) Hyde at 35 Sig Regt (V) or 
telephone 021-378 4766 extension 24. 

LANGELEBEN 
The Royal Signals detachment at Langeleben, near Konigsluner, 

Germany, will be closing in 1992. To mark the end of 39 years 
existence, it is intended to hold a reunion on 27-28 June 1992. All 
former military personnel who were on the posted strength of 
Langeleben units are requested to contact: 'Reunion', Field Station 
Langeleben, 14 Sig Regt, BFPO 101. Tel: (01049-5353) 5378. 

SILVER JUBILEE OF THE FORMATION OF 264 (SAS) SIG SQN 
To commemorate the Silver Jubilee (plus one year) of the formation 

of 264 (SAS) Signal Squadron, a renunion of past and present 
members of the Squadron will be held during the Summer of 1992. 

For further details please apply to: Mr J. Harper, PO Box 69, 
HR2 6HF 

WHITE HELMETS REUNION 
' A reunion for ex members of the Royal Signals White Helmets 

Motorcycle Display Team is to be held in the Catterick Area on 
Saturday 24 October 1992. The precise location will be decided when 
the number attending is known. Wives will be welcome to attend with 
their husbands. 

If you are interested please write to: White Helmets Reunion 
Vimy Barracks, Catterick Garrison, North Yorkshire DL9 3PS o; 
telephone (0748) 872564 during normal working hours. 

244 SIG SQN (AS) 
244 Sig Sqn (AS) will hold a 'Farewell to Brize Norton' on 15 July 

1992. All past and present members of the 'Red Hand Gang' welcome. 
Please contact Capt Matt Fensom. Tel: (0993) 842256, RAF Brize 
Norton ext 6157. 
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YEOMAN OF SIGNALS-30TH ANNIVERSARY REUNION 1992 

REVISED DATE 
To mark the 30th anniversary of the first Yeoman of Signals Course 

(15 January-6 April 1962). it is planned to hold a reunion in the 
Blandford Garrison Warrant Officers' and Sergeants' Mess on 
Saturday 13 June 1992. Open to all Yeoman/ex Yeoman, who have 
successfully passed a Yeoman of Signals Course at the School of 
Signals since 1962. Please pass the word to all Yeoman, in particular 
retired Yeoman and come along to what promises to be an excellent 
party. For further information contact: WOl (YofS) Tony Reynolds, 
QC Radex Tp, 1 Sqn (TS). School of Signals, Blandford Camp, 
Blandford Forum, Dorset DTl 1 8RH before I May 1992. 

ROYAL SIGNALS COMMEMORATIVE POSTAL COVERS 
This series of commemorative philatelic covers, under the title 

'Army Communications', depicts signal equipment from the 
Peninsular War to the present day, and is designed for general interest 
and philatelic appeal. The first of the series is the Gamble Radiated 
Semaphore Telegraph-Peninsular Campaign 1811, and has been on 
sale since December 1991. 

The second, third, fourth and fifth covers, to be issued through 
1992, will depict, respectively, the Cable Plough and the first use of 
the Electric Telegraph-Crimea 1855; the Popham Semaphore 
Telegraph-Indian Mutiny 1857; the Heliograph-Zulu War 1879; 
and the Automatic Telegraph- Boer War 1900. Inside each envelope 
is a brief historical narrative of the theme depicted . Covers can be 
ordered from the Royal Signals Museum Shop , School of Signals, 
Blandford Camp, Dorset DTll 8RH as follows : Standard Envelope 
£2.50 each; 'Flown' Envelope £3.50 each and Special Envelope (signed 
by a relevant VIP) £5.00 each. Please send cheque to cover with the 
order, made payable to the 'Royal Signals Museum of Army 
Communications' . 

DISBANDMENT: 22 SIG REGT OFFICERS/ SERGEANTS/ 
CORPORALS MESS PRESENTATION PROPERTY 

The Regiment disbands in December 1992. If you have presented 
any of the messes with a gift during your tour and would now like it 
back could you please write giving a brief description of the item to 
the PMC of the respective messes. 

Maj and Mrs Harvey Blizard will be opening their garden at Sea 
Close, Hythe, Kent under the National Garden Scheme on Sundays 31 
May, 28 June and 2 August from 1400 hrs to 17.30 hrs. 250Jo of the 
gate money will be donated to the Royal Signals Benevolent Fund . 

There will be an additional opening on Sunday 26 July when all the 
proceeds will go to the newly formed East Kent Branch of the Royal 
Signals Association. 

LETTERS 
From: Lt Col C. N. Lightfoot 

Dear Sir 
In the present climate of Disbandment and Amalgamations is there 

anyone serving in the Corps who can match the following? 
1957 - Serving in 14 Army Group Sig Regt-Disbanded. 
1958 - Serving in 19 Army Group Sig Regt-Became 28 (BR) Sig 

Regt. 
1960 - Serving in 218 Atomic Strike Sig Sqn-Disbanded. 
1960 - Serving in 244 Sig Sqn-Became 1 Sqn 22 Sig Regt. 
1965 - Serving in 255 Sig Sqn (Bahrain)-Became 3 Sqn 15 Sig 

Regt (ME). 
1977 - Serving 225 Sig Sqn Langeleben-Became I Sqn 14 Sig 

Re gt. 
I am at present serving in Comms Branch of HQBAOR which is 

under 'Options for Change' and will disband. By the time I leave the 
army-at the end of next year, of the Signal Regiments mentioned, 15 
Sig Regt disbanded and then reformed in NI, 22 Sig Regt will have 
disbanded, the future of 28 Sig Regt is unsure and 14 Sig Regt will be 
split between UK and Germany. Sad really isn't it? 

Communications Branch 

Yours truly 
C. N. Lightfoot 

HQ British Army of the Rhine 
BFPO 140 
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From: Capt (Retd) F. Shore ERD 

Dear Sir, 
'The Lallt C4t' 

246 Gurkha Sig Sqn report the demise of this 'i:nystery e9uipment 
from Marconi'. In fact I doubt whether Marcom ever built any of 
them unless very late on. The original development contract was 
placed with British Telecommunications Research ~t.d (BTR) by 
SRDE Christchurch in about 1956. BTR was a subs1d1ary research 
division of the Automatic Telephone and Electri.c Co and BlCC. 
Production was placed by SRDE with Automatic Telephon.e and 
Electric (Bridgnorth) Ltd after a lot of development problems with the 
cooling system had been ironed out. Production would have 
commenced circa 1958 but l cannot r~member the ~umbers <;>f 
equipments involved in the contract. Certainly the production was still 
running in 1964 but at some later date, AT&E having been taken o~er 
by Plessey, AT&E (Bridgnorth) Ltd was closed down and production 
transferred to a Plessey factory-probably about ~965/66. If 
Marconi became involved it must have be~n after that Um~. 

The original requirement arose from ~he inadequate ~pacity of the 
old American AN/TRC radio relay eqmpm~nt and the firs~ efforts to 
rectify this resulted in AT&E mounting a six cha~nel earner system, 
civilian design, on short racks to fit into ~rmy vehicles, and connected 
to an existing army transmitter and receiver (I ca1:mot reme~ber the 
type numbers). The trials were conducted by what 1s now 30 S~g Regt: 
then based at Colchester under the command of Lt Col Tubby 
Marshall (ex Arab Legion). His trials team included Maj Ben.Robins, 
Maj Peter Strevens and Lt (later Brig) ~oy Phippard . The.se tnals ~ere 
only partially successful as the bandw1d~h of the transmitter /~ece1ver 
equipment was not wide enough. f<?r a six ch~nel speech eqmpment. 
SRDE. then decided on a more limited capacity system-thus was the 
C41 born . . 

Being an employee cf AT &E at that .time as well as b~ing a Captru:" 
in the Corps in the AER I saw both sides of these equipments, their 
strengths and weaknesses. . 

years later the original development engineers from BTR and 
AT&E were largely re-deployed by Plessey on to 'Ptarm!gan'. 

I regret that at my advanced age I cannot be l!lore precise .on dates 
or quantities but this information may be of interest to either the 
museum or The Queen's Gurkha Sig Regt-why don't they return 
the 'ashes' to the museum?! 

1 Larchfield H ouse 
Highbury New Park 
London N5 2DE 

Yours faithfully 
F. Shore 

From: WOl (RSM) J. Y. Templeton 

Dear Sir, 
Musings of an tX RSM 

My last contribution to The Wi~e was in .1969170 ~hen as RSM 3 
HQ and Sig Regt it was one of my JObs to wnte Th~ Wire notes. N.ow, 
by virtue of age, I feel qualified to write a. 'Disgusted Tunbndge 
Wells ' type letter to the Corps magazine allowing myself a moan at a 
few little things that have niggled at me over the ¥ears. I've ~een stu~g 
into action by the photograph, in the February issue, showm~ 28 Sig 
Regt on parade with a 'Regimental Flag'! Why are w~ .apmg the 
Cavalry and Infantry who, by long and honourable tradition, ca~ry 
Colours which bear the Regiment's Battle Honours and which 
originally served as a rallying ~o~nt?_ . 

Our traditions go back to Ph1d1pp1des who ran t~e 150 mil~s from 
Athens to Sparta, in two days, to ask for the Spartan s help against the 
Persians. It really was not his fault that the Si;>artans cocked a deaf 
'un. After the Athenians had defeated the Pernans at ~arathon t~ey 
sent a runner, we do not even know his name, to leg 1t the 26 miles 
back to Athens to give the message that the Gree.ks had w~n. Now that 
kind of tradition needs no flags . Signallers, h~e ~he ~1fl.eman and 
'Lightbob', need no flag to ii:is~ir~ them. Their msp1rauon comes 
from their initiative and self d1sc1plme. 

Having got that off my chest I must congratulate 28 Sig Regt for 
the bestowal of the Fahnenband. I only wish it could have been 
attached to something other than a flag. , , . 

My other moan is what happened to the old adage You re a soldier 
first and a tradesm~n second'? Now we read of 'com~at' operator~ 
and 'combat' Lineman. Have we got non-comba~ants m th~ Corps. 

Pax! Enough, this has been written, mos~ly, with tongue m cheek 
but remember 'there's many a true word . ' 

6 Everton Road 
Croydon CRO 6LA 
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Yours faithfully 
J. Y. Templeton 

FINANCIAL PLANNING 
ITS PURPOSE is to make the best use of Income. Capital 
and other Assets, to prepare the way for the individual to 
achieve financial aims. These may include: 

FINANCIAL PROTECTION -against tbe effects of 

FINANCIAL SECURITY 

HOUSE PURCHASE 
EDUCATION EXPENSES 
COMFORTABLE RETIREMENT 

TRANSFER OF ASSETS 

possessions being lost or 
damaged. 
-for present or future 
dependants. 
-immediately or in the future. 
-for present or future children. 
-based on an adequate 
continuing income backed up 
by an adequate capital reserve 
-to tbe next generation. 

WE ADVISE on the use of savings from income, the 
investment of capital, the use of other assets where appli~ble , 
insurance against ill health and the in urance of possessions . 
We help clients to lay the foundations of sound plans, to 
develop existing plans and keep them up to date, and then to 
make the best use of resources when the time comes to meet 
commitments. 
GOOD INFORMATION is the basis of sound planning. The 
more clients take us into their confidence the better we can 
assist them. Please let us have full details of existing re ources, 
your ability to save , and any expectations. Please also tell us 
all you can about commitments with which you expect to have 
to cope. We, of course , treat all such information as 
confidential . 
AN EARL y ST ART helps, and we will be pleased to assist 
you however modest your resources may be n~w. If you have 
existing arrangements which may need developing, the sooner 
you refer them to us , the more help we are likely to be able 
to give you. 
OUR ADVICE is free and does not commit you to any action: 
we only ask that any arrangements you decide to mak.e .be 
made through us. It is based on over 43 r~rs of exammm.g 
clients' problems, analysing them and adv1~mg. on t~em .. I! is 
not delivered by persuasive salesmen, but 1s given m wntmg 
for you to study at your leisure. 

ARE YOU MAKING THE BEST USE OF YOUR 
INCOME AND OTHER ASSETS? 

WE ARE AS CLOSE TO YOU AS THE NEAREST POST 
BOX OR TELEPHONE. 

LET US SHOW YOU HOW GOOD PLANNING CAN 
HELP YOU. 

R. T. WILLIAMS LTD. 
PRINCE ALBERT HOUSE, 58 SHIP STREET, 

BRIGHTON, BNl lDE 
Telephone: (0273) 28181/5 

Not all the services dvcrtised here are regulated by the 
Financial Services Ai.t 1986 and the rules made for the 
protection of investor by that Act will not apply to them 

87 



~ REPORT FROM ULS'l-,ER 

RHQ 
CO Lt Col G. M. S. Shipley 
2IC Maj J. P. Hudson 

djt Capt F. P. Robert , RSM WOl (RSM) B. C. Howe. 

\\RAC REBADGING PARADE 
On 6 January the Regiment held a Parade to mark the occasion of 

the rebadging of members of the WRAC to the Royal Corps of 
Signals. 28 WRAC paraded under the watchful eye of WOl (RSM) 
Howe and words of command from SSgt Fiona Nelson. The CO, Lt 
Col G. M. S. Shipley, then presented each one with her new Corp 
beret and badge. He then read a statement from the Director WRAC 
Brig G. K. Ramsey MBE. The new members of the Corps marched off 
Parade accompanied by the Corps March, 'Begone Dull Care'. 

RE-OPENING OF THE PEAKE INN 
After a good deal of doubt the new Peake Inn was finally completed 

and taken ove_r at ~530 hrs on 17 Decemb7r. It turned out to be a very 
!>usy day which included a Carol Service and Christmas Dinner 
however, d_ue t~ the efforts of the Committee everything went (almost) 
to plan. Wuh virtually everyone attending the Carol Service it was left 
to Cpl 'Mac' McMillan, LCpl ' Jas' Follin, Cpl Andy Tuck and Sig 
Ken R~pson to get the refreshments ready for the opening. 

Outside the heavens opened up on queue (well, it is Northern 
Ireland after all). much to the relief of the Regiment's youngest 
soldi7r, Sig Mike King, who was supposed to march everyone to the 
opening ceremony. They arrived at the Peake, slightly damp and out 
of breath after ~he sprint across camp, and the CO declared the new 
Peake Inn officially open. After Christmas dinner it was back to the 
Peake for a very enjoyable evening; all in all a very good start for our 
brand new club. 

Re-opening of the Peak Inn. The CO , Lt Col G. M. S . Shipley hands 
over the keys to Cpl 'Mac' McMillan 

P QUADRO, 
Sqn Comd 
SSM 
Clk ig Thompon . 

COMM BRANCH 

Maj M. S. W. Olive MBE 
W02 (SSM) Bottomley 

First of all the h~llo's, goodbye's and congratulations. We say 
farewell to LCpl Chns ~ells (for now), who left us for 8 Sig Regt, to 
Capt A~an Doane on his.Loan Service a~pointment to sunnier climes 
in Saudi Arabia and MaJ Bob Holt on his posting to 244 Sig Sqn as 
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15 Sig Regt 
BFPO 801 

Sqn Comd. Hello to Cpl Steve Underhill (who arrived after his 'break' 
in Belize) and his wife Sarah. Welcome to Capt David Turner on 
ai:rival from RHQ, who is taking up the post of S02 COMMSEC. 
Fm~lly we welcome. the new Ops Officer Maj Bernie Hewitt and his 
family. Congratulatton go to Cpl Jan Eldergill on passing her Bl we 
knew she would, and very best wishes to LCpl Roz Rennie on' her 
marriage to Sgt Danny Boon; we wish them well for the future. 

A num?er of Branch personnel have represented the Regiment on 
the sporting front including Maj Dick Strawbridge on the Rugby 
Field, Capt Jim Wood at Cross-Country, SSgt (FofS) Scotty Stevens 
at Football and SSgt Graham Cottrell and Cpl Steve Underhill at 
Hockey. 

QM's DEPARTMENT 
This. is th~ first (and probably the last) Wire notes from the pen of 

Sgt Keith .Wightman, the only person to make you sign for a rubber 
or a pencil. 

The QM's dream sheet has now come true, he has added a new 
sentence to his volcabulary 'did you know I've got three years in Hong 
Kong'. We say fond farewell to Cpl Chris Collin and his wife Siggi 
who are off to HQ AFCENT-all the best for the future. 

Once again we have seen the RQMS flying out to the Caribbean for 
some more Golf practice (probably due to the amount of rain we get 
over here) . 

The department would like to thank the W02 (RQMS) John 
Burgess and Cpl Chris Collins for all the hard work they have put into 
the refurbishment of the departmental rest room. 

It is nice to hear that Cpl Mac McBride is now on the road to 
recovery in BMH Woolwich after his accident-Chin up Mac we' re all 
thinking of you! 

MT TROOP 
The Troop would like to welcome, Cpl McMillan and his wife Liz. 

Welcomes also to Sigs Pickett, Foster, Viagas and Norton. Fond 
farewells to Cpl Thistlewhite and Marian, LCpl Church, Sigs Bird and 
Hughes. 

225 SIG SQN 

DELTA TROOP 
The following pers?nnel . have recently arrived in the Troop Sgt 

Andy Marchant and his family, Sgt Steve Mcinally and bis family Sgt 
Paul Dunn and bis family and Cpl Gavin Wilson. ' 

The Troop bade farewell and best wishes to the following: Cpl 
Wally Wallace and Cpl Dave Rome and his family off to the sun in 
Cyprus and Cpl Max Roberts off to civvy street. 

ECHO TROOP 
The end of an era for Echo Tp's small b.!!lld of merry men, with the 

departure of WOl Bob Turner and Cp1 Pete Peak. Cpl Peak's 
replacement, Cpl Martin Gray, arrived and is fast learning what a 
l)ard act he has to follow. For his part, Cpl Peak managed to 
demonstrate the lengths some people will go to avoid a D&D2 when he 
managed .to contract chicken-pox, after leaving sunny NI. WOl Glen 
Adams.will soon be taking up residence in the Tp Comd's office under 
the staJIS and our very best wishes to him and his wife Paula for a 
happy and successful tour. 

GOLF TROOP 
1:irst of all it's goodbye to Sgt John Boreman, who is off to sunny 

Beb:t..: for a very. strenuous to~r, we wish him the very best for the 
future. Also leavin~ the trt;iop is Cpl Paul (Egg) Irwin, and his wife 
Lynn, off to Cattenck on his Tl. We wish them both every success for 
t~e future and th~nks for all the work they have put in. Sgt Kev 
S1mm~nds wo~ld hke the rest of the Corps to know that he is posted 
to 9 Sig Regt m August after lots of wishful thinking and making 
coffees for anyone he thought may influence his posting. 
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ADMIN TROOP 
COMMCEN 
PERSONALITIES 
Commcen Sgt Sgt Carole Hoban 
Cpls Bart Simpson, Mick Dyer, Amanda Jane, Maisie Bayley, LCpls 
Steve Epps, Windy Miller and Paula Matheson. 

We said farewell to Sgt 'Geordie' Leitch, posted to 16 Sig Regt, Cpl 
John Hayden, who is presently recovering at Woolwich, Cpl Steve 
Bartlett, off to the world of Mercury Electronics, and LCpl John 
Shirley, off to join the Hampshire Police. We wish you all the very 
best in your future employments. 

We would like to welcome to the Sqn Sgt Carole Hoban, from 
Hong Kong, Cpl Amanda Jane, from 16 Sig Regt, Cpl Maisie Bayley, 
from Berlin, and LCpl Paula Matheson, from JHQ. We hope you all 
have a pleasant tour in the Province. 

233 SIGNAL SQUADRON 
SHQ 

qn Comd Maj I. W. R. Seraph 
SSM W02 (SSM) M. Parsons 
SQMS SSgt (SQMS) N. James, Clerk LCpl A. D. J. Skilling. 

LCpl Andy 'Scouse' Skilling has quick y made his presence felt in 
the orderly room and has even managed to open the secure cabinet 
unaided. 

We say farewell to SQMS Dave 'Monocle' Murruy and his wife 
Michela. We wish them both a very happy tour in BAOR. 

We say goodbye to Sgt Paul Sinderberry and Debby to Worthy 
Down, Cpl 'Norm' Ritchie to 30 Sig Regt, Sig 'Geordie' Randle to 
civvy streer and Sig 'Eddie' Kelly to AFCENT. 

Hello and welcome to: Sgt Paul Gee and Heather from 
RSSST(FWD). Sgt Martin Sutcliffe and Jacqueline from 608 Sig Tp, 

gt Richard Hughes from 250 QG Sig Sqn and ig Andy Moffett from 
22 8ig Regt. 

BRINTON SYSCON 
CSC SSgt Mike Scott 
A Shift Sgt Bob Farmer 
B Shift Sgt Debbie Riglar, C Shift Sgt Mark Geere, Crypto gt Bob 
Buckingham. 

For once systems has come up trumps on the latest personnel move 
round by having the 3 SNCO's I/C FRT posted into the section-this 
should allow us to find out just how much (or how little) actually goes 
on out there! However, it is amazing how loyalties change; Sgt John 
Ramsdale. well known for being reluctant to get out of bed in the early 
hours of the morning to fix a fau lt, has suddenly found out that the 
Fl button on COMMIS can send one of the FRT teams to a fault 'Any 
time, any place, any where!' Quote 'Deep joy!' 

TM TROOP 
A warm welcome to SSgts Layhourn and (Junior) Martin Gillard 

and their good ladies, Sgt Andy Cooper and Geoff Brown, Cpl Brian 
John Forbes-Wilson and Julia, LCpls (Oh No) Warren and James 
Eric Turnbull and Sig Andy Beveridge. Also cheerio to all past 
members of TM Tp that have left in the last three months. 

Finally congratulations to Barry and Cathy Paul on the birth of 
their baby daughter Debbie and to Andrew Neil and Mandy on the 
birth of their baby son Rees . 

3 Inf Bde HQ and Sig Sqn 
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SHQ 
PERSONALITIES 
Sqn Comd Maj Peter Grogan 
21C Capt Alasdair Rogers 
AO Capt Brian Tock RAOC, RSM WOl (RSM) Bob Stonier, YofS 
WOl (YofS) Kev Townsend, FofS W02 (FofS) Kev Truby C Clk 
SSgt (ORSQMS) Hoppy Hopkins. 

Within a very short space of time we have lost our two 'guiding 
lights', Sqn Comd Maj Andrew Johnstone and 2IC Capt Stuart 
Hodges, both off to more relaxed postings in that big theatre of 
soldiering known as 'Out of Province' . The new boss is Maj Peter 
Grogan, straight from Camberley and Capt Alasdair Rodgers, the 
new 2IC. 

ORDERLY ROOM 
The Orderly Room is still functioning even though only two of our 

five clerks manage to be on duty together at any one time. SSgt 
Hopkins only just finds time to organise a function before he is off 
again on leave. LCpl Tom Hill has been blowing his trumpet about his 
many sporting activities while Cpl Keith 'The Chief' Townsin has 
recently passed his volleyball skills course . Meanwhile LCpl Pete 
'Atlantis' Chapman will soon get a second chance to search for the 
APDO, this time in Cyprus, and WPte Dawson remains the smiling 
epicentre of the Orderly Room. 

We wish a belated welcome to Sgt George Alty who has succeeded 
in adding a 'lean, mean , fighting machine' image to the place. Is it 
dark in there, George? 

MT TROOP 
The Troop bids farewell to Cpl Griffiths who is posted to Belize, 

and good luck to our 'Kettle Tech', LCpl Charnock, who is soon to 
start afresh in civvy street. Congratulations go to Dvr Dave Stockton 
on bis engagement to Debs, to LCpl Phil Phillips on his promotion 
and posting to Comms Tp. 

Sig 'Crunchy Thomas' Thomas has managed to customise the front 
of yet another car. There are rumours that he is to change his trade 
to panel-beater and sprayer. The Boss, W02 'The Mole' James, has 
given Sig 'Geordie' Gough a new trade as MT Tea Boy. Other 
personalities are Dvr Rip-Van Spencer who works, but only when he 
drags himself away from the mirror, LCpl 'Woody' Wood, who 
polishes his seat, and Cpls Pete O'Brien, Simon James and 'Tyre 
Inspector' Sorensen, who do their best to keep the cars on the road. 
At the same time Sig 'Panda' Campbell and Dvrs Mick Ryan, Bob 
Crozier and Dave Rhoney are still looking for their own reserved 
parking space at the airport. 
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L to R: Cpl Pete O'Brien, Sig Panda Campbell and Cpl Simon 
James 

Sgt Bob Laking has the hardest job of all trying to collect Troop 
funds. The Tp fund is like poll tax-when it's due no-one is to be seen 
around MT. Hope he has better luck when he gets to Hong Kong. 

COMMS TROOP 
Tp Comd 
Tp SSgt 

Lt Tim Carmichael 
SSg1 Nigel Sloane 

LINE, RIGGING AND TM SECTIONS 
We've been very busy with two major re-rigs in East Tyrone; both 

went smoothly thanks to the dedication of Sgt Chris Rumney and hi 
team. Many thank to 233 Sqn and JCJNJ riggers who gave us a 
helping hand. 

The Racal inspection reared its ugly head yet again and from 
previous experience we had placed a large order of mains warning 
label . The task of guiding the Racal team round our sites fell to Sgt 
George Pendrich and Cpl 'Nob by' Noble. They grew to relish the job, 
if not for the actual work, then perhaps for the enormous sandwiche 
that Racal so kindly provided. 
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H an} congratulations go to gt Bing Crosby on his recent 
promotion. Good luck with the impending mess bill, Bing . .. 
Goodbye and good luck to LCpl Taff kinner, now safely home in 
Cardiff. Goodbye al o to LCpl Lee Barlow who was posted to Cypru 
at ver} he>rt notice. Welcome to LCpl Ian Kingsbury, whose lengthy 
trade training merited him a first job as Squadron barman, and. to our 
fir t woman tech, LCpl Linda Holtby. And finally, congratulauons to 
LCpl AJ Townsend and his wife Yvonne, on the birth of their 
daughter. Gemma. 

CRYPTO CELL 
The crypto office vays goodbye to Sgt Nick Hawkins, a very 

profes ional DJ who oon will be taking off for Cyprus with his wife 
Jackie and family. He is replaced by S t Ken Mitchell . 

Cpl Andy Arbuckle was posted in December to SHAPE with his 
wife Indy and family after a successful tour playing hockey for a 
local side. 

Cpl Dave Fowler, part-time DJ and urban cowboy is busily learning 
Gurkhali for his impending posting to Hong Kong. 

A recent edition to the most effective crypto office in the Province 
is Cpl Mick Luckes. He joins us after a spell in Syscon but after 
receiving his LS & GC Medal we moved him to the Crypto Cell for 
a more relaxed and stress-free environment. 

Recently arrived is Cpl Mick Leonard from 30 Sig Regt replacing 
Cpl Neil Duncan who finished his three year tour (phew! survived it) 
having served in every possible branch including Syscon, Commcen 
and Crypto. As if this wasn't enough he also aided and abetted the Tp 
Comd, Lt Tim Carmichael, and Cpl Jase Smithurst in the task 
of comms briefings for new units which were finished off by Jase 
giving an impromptu shadow puppet show-the miracles of modern 
training techniques! The Tp Comd was so impressed with the 
standard of briefing that the team was replaced for the next trip. 

SYSCON 
Everyone here is really pleased about working in our happy Syscon. 

Firstly we have to say goodbye to LCpl Neil McMillan who has gone 
on his Al having passed his entrance test. Then he goes to 30 Sig Regt 
and we all hope his arm gets better after his leaving do! Also to say 
goodbye to LCpl Jon (Arnie) Collins who, on promotion, has gone to 
238 Sig Sqn (no Marines there). We have also lost LCpl 'Scouse' 
Dixon who has gone up top to our trials team. 

We welcome our new Syscon op, Cpl Chris McKenna who has 

arrived from 244 Sig Sqn. Unlike our Commcen fellows, none of our 
operators is going skiving (sorry skiing) as work is more important to 
us! 

Sig 'H' Herrington has 'done' his ankle in a bid to get out of work 
(but, unfortunately for him it failed) and Sig Si Nicholson was 
battered playing in the Squadron rugby team. Sgt Graham Westall is 
back with us after damaging his leg whilst on his Sergeants' course. 
Hopefully he will soon be better and able to do the course. 

COMMCEN 
Well it's 0410 hrs, the Nirep's gone, the backlog's clear but The 

Wire notes still have to be done! 
Life still stumbles on in Commcen Armagh (or should I say ' leave 

Cell Armagh'?). Since our contribution we have welcomed LCpls 
Theresa James and 'Jolly Julie' Pullen, Sigs Daz Mark, Gav McCann 
and Joey McGuire. 'Farewells' go to LCpl Jed Roberts; good luck at 
30 Sig Regt. Also to Sigs Colin 'UJ' Upjohn, Chris Leeds and Gaz 
Steed, all of whom have now left the Army-thanks for the hard work 
and good luck for the future. 

Finally a quick mention for the rest of the Armagh possie-Sigs 
Mark Webber, Wayne Robson and young Jayson Malcolm. The latter 
two are making a brave bid for freedom thinly disguised as a ski-ing 
exercise in France. LCpl Theresa James is off to ski in Germany. 

QUARTERMASTER'S DEPARTMENT 
PERSONALITIES 
QM Maj George Clark 
RQMS W02 (RQMS) John Jamieson 
SQMS (A) SSgt Tony Day RPC, SQMS (T) Sgt John Morgan . 

Due to the reorganisation of Drumadd Barracks with 2/11 UDR 
moving out and 172 RMP moving in, a lot of changes in 
accommodation arrangements has taken place, causing lots of 
headaches for Maj Clark and SSgt Tony Day. 

The Department has also received a visit from the auditors. Nail 
biting time for all awaiting the final report. 

Congratulations to Cpl Frank Lewer and his wife Mandy, on the 
birth of their baby daughter, Shannon , which brings the number of 
children in the Department to fifteen. What a fertile bunch we are. 

We say farewell to Cpl Mac McCulloch on posting to 14 Sig Regt. 
Finally we welcome Cpl Frank Nichol and LCpl Bert Tatlock to the 
crew. 
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SQUADRON HANDOVER/TAKEOVER 
On Friday 10 January Maj D. McDowall handed over command of 

the Squadron to Maj P. A. Pratley MBE. His final week in the 
Province saw the presentation of a number of gifts from the Sgts' 
Mess and Waterside Inn, none of which were the much desired Wilson 
golf clubs! Maj McDowall and his wife Valerie will be missed by all 
the Squadron, and we wish him every success in his new post at PB 11. 
In the mean time welcome to Maj Pratley, have a safe tour. 

SHQ 
It's been another hectic time for the Squadron's 'Pandas'. Cpl 

Martin ' I asked for JSSU and got JCUFI' Briody began his handover 
preparations in earnest and even cancelled some of his sporting 
commitments because of the work.load. We wish Cpl Briody all the 
best for the future and thank him for being an excellent ORC. We 
welcome his replacement, Cpl Norman 'JC' Wright and his wife Ruth 
from Comms Branch HQ BAOR, we may now be fully staffed (or in 
LCpl 'Tubby' Upsall's case-fully stuffed!) for at least a week. Since 
Norman is a smoker it now means every clerk from SSgt (ORSQMS) 
Mick Cole to Sig Gary Coupe (head of refreshments) is banned from 
smoking in the office-who made that rule? We're gasping! On the 
sporting side, the Squadron's esteemed football team manager who 
also happens to be SSgt M. Cole took the team to Scotland to play 
Depot The Scottish Division and came second but easily won the third 
half! 

SY CO 
Welcome to Cpls Dave Parkes, 'Tornrno' Thompson and LCpl 

Mick Rutherford (for his second tour of duty of 'Stresscon'). We hope 
they enjoy the hard work, which has been missing, so far, in their 
tour. We say goodbye to LCpl Bllly Billcliff, who has been demoted 
to the Commcen. We are still waiting for our post card from Sgt 
'Franz Klammer' Harvey DEM having a nice time instructing in the 
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Scottish Alps. Congratulations go to LCpls McGregor and Gee who 
successfully passed their RSDCC. Well done LCpl Marston on passing 
his Bl. The combined cross country team of Syscon and TM Tp ran 
a hard race at Holywood, in the NI cross country league. A fun day 
was had by all, results as follows: Cpl 'Tommo' Thompson 34th, Cpl 
Nigel Frith 80th, LCpl Gaz Wilsea 6lst and LCpl Tina Turner 70th. 

Congratulations to LCpl Mac McGregor and Mrs McGregor on the 
birth of their baby daughter. 

COMMCEN 
Yet another month has passed us by with major changes that have 

come our way. Firstly, we say farewell to Cpl Thompson (EX NCO 
IC Commcen) who has popped over the road to Syscon to take a place 
at the desk . Welcome to LCpl Billcliff who arrives from Syscon to 
take a position in Commcen (who got the better deal?) LCpl Sainsbury 
has taken the post as NCO IC Commcen-good luck 'H', you'll 
need it! Lastly, our SNCO IC Commcen Sgt Garnett is still playing 
football. 

TM TROOP 
W02 (FofS) Jim Abernethy leaves for Civ Div and we wish him all 

the best. He has handed over to W02 (FofS) 'Chuddy' Richardson, 
welcome 'Chuddy' . We also say farewell to Sgt Phil McMullan, off 
to 13 Sig Regt, ;ind Sgt Steve Maycock and wife Sheena going to l Inf 
Bde. Welcome to Sgt John Walker-Morecroft and LCpl 'Spock' 
Balkham. 

TECH SECTION 
Congratulations to LCpl ' PSA' Brundle on his promotion to Cpl. 

Good luck to Sgts McMullan and Roxton with their FofS entrance 
examinations. Also, congratulations to LCpl and Mrs Walsh on the 
birth of their son. 
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RIGGING SECTION 
The only person who didn ' t send us out to climb their chim_ney was 

Father Christmas. So New Year or no New Year, work continued as 
usual. The legendary lumberjack shirt and heavy boots can now be 
seen holding together our newest recruit Sig Dean Sutton, wh? 
successfully completed his initiation course, or as the RAF know It 
'The Royal Signals' Ri~gers Short Course' .. LC~I Bria~ Whyte burnt 
his fingers whilst runrung them through his hau-wh1ch one we all 
asked! Congratulations to LCpl Mac MacDonald (who rec.ent_ly left .us 
for civvy street) and .his wife Julie who, gave birth to theu fust child 
Robert Christopher on 27 December. 

LINE SECTION . 
Congratulations to LCp_I Terry and SI~ Carol Brice on their 

marriage which took place in January, we wish then:i a!l t~e best for 
the future. We welcome Sig Dean Sutton back from his nggmg course, 
however he couldn't cope with the rigours of Line Section, so ~as 
de erted 'to the Rigging side! On the work side it's been fairly quiet. 
However that does no~ mean that LCpl 'Higgy' Hignett does not get 
voluntee;ed for every job going! 

CHARITY WHEELCHAIR APPEAL-SUCCESS 
by WOl (R M) P. Whitehouse . 

ln July 1991 the Squadron took on a deserving charity ~se .which 
involved a young lady f:om _Derby. Mic~elle Coultas IS l!l the 
unfortunate position of being disabled, confined to a wheelchau and 
has a three year old daughter. 

A& a normal healthy 21 year old Michelle contracted a 'one chance 
in a million' disease during her pregnancy which left her p·aralysed 
from the waist down. The baby was unaffected and Michelle gave 
birth to a very healthy daughter. . . 

Once the Squadron knew of this tragic case, it was d_ec1ded to rruse 
the money for an electric wheelchair. Letters were written to all ~he 
Corps Sergeants' Messes and all of the local charities in Derby, asking 
for donations. J am pleased to report that the response was exceller;it, 
and a substantial sum was raised. A number of Squadron chant)'. 
events raised the rest of the money, over £1,000. On 5 January M~J 
McDowall the Sqn Comd, presented Michelle with a BEC Scorpio 
Electric wheelchair, costing £2,400. 

Michelle has already passed on her thanks to all concerned but has 
asked that I thank again all the Corps Messes who dol!-ated money so 
readily. Because of your generous response she 1s _now totally 
independent and able to look after herself and her family. 

Maj McDowall presents Michelle Coultas with a wheelchair 

CHARITY BFI MARA THON . 
It was that time of year when the BFT Marathon was looming up, 

now an annual event with the Squadron, and for some unkn~wn 
reason the target always increases by. one BFT a ~ear. The maruacs 
among us are attempting 25 BFTs m 24 hours in support of the 
Charity Wheelchair appeal. On the afternoon of 28 N_ovembe~ 1991 
we moved the team down to Ballykelly airfield and into a disused 
aircraft hangar which was to be our base camp for the next 24 hours . 
After setting up in the warmest corner of the hangar that we could 
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find, it was time to warm up in readiness for the next 24 hou_rb or 75 
miles. At 1800 hrs! Maj McDowall saw the seven runners off mto wet 
windy and cold weather with a very energetic swin~ of a flag. Cpl 
'Flub' Briody and SSgt 'Chic' McCue led the first enes of BFTs. Our 
old stalwart Cpl Briody had to pull out in the early stages due to an 
injury. . 

As the hours passed the strain on the legs took its toll on some of 
the runners, so it was left to pairs and individuals to go out and ~un 
as many circuits as they could. By 133~ hrs, 19Y1 hours on, the wmd 
on the airfield was too strong to continue. A recce by gt McC~e 
around the very open and unsheltered course confirmed this. 
However this was not to be taken lying down so we all agreed that 
we would attempt one more circuit but with the wind behind us. 

Jt was a great effort. We thank everyone who took part, ~pl Carl 
Brewer Nell Roome and 'Fergie' Ferguson for thelI gutsy 
perforr:iance and Sig 'Dee Dee' Watts for pulling SSgt 'Chic' McCue 
and Cpl Andy Thompson around the 17th BFT. Also LCpl 'Rocky' 
Rokotuni who officiated over the timings throughout. 

Sqn Comd with the BFT Marathon team 
Back Row: Cpls Ferguson , Brewer and Roome 

Front Row: SSgt McCue, Cpl Briody, Sig Watts and Cpl 
Thompson 

u 39 Inf Bde HQ and Sig Sqn 
BFPO 801 

PERSONALITIES 
Sqn Comd Maj N. J . Yeoell 
2IC Capt R. J. Healey 
AO Capt P. J. Anthony QUEENS, Ops Offr Lt C. S_. K. Paterson , 
RSM WOl {RSM) D. Thomas, YofS W02 {YofS) I. Nicholson, FofS 
W02 (FofS) J. Thomas-Peter, RQMS W02 {RQMS) R. A. Rack, CC 
SSgt I. J. Foster. 

WHAT'S HAPPENED? . 
Our one. and only female Signaller, Liz Clarke was presented with 

her Corps badge and beret on 6 January. Welcome to the Corps. 

FOOTBALL 
ENGLAND VERSUS 'THE GAELICS' 

The result of the England versus 'The Gaelics' football match 
played on Saturday 18 January was a resounding 2-0 win for the 
England team. The match was a tremendous battle of. two halves
fortunately both dominated by the exceptionally skilled England 
team. Cpl Simon Fell scored both the England goals and must surely 
be considered for a Squadron place from betw,een the posts: !he 
match didn't go all England's way and if it wasn t for some bnlliant 
goalkeeping by LCpl Bert Baker 'The Gaelics' could well have drawn 
level. The Squadron 'Vets', SSgt Willie Gray _and RSM ~ave Thomas 
both had good games although it was not qwte clear which game the 
RSM was playing! Man of the Match 'Yas sur~ly Sgt Tommo 
Thompson who, in keeping with true refereeing trad111on, was totally 
unbiased, much to the annoyance of both teams. 
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- News 1;om Headquarters -

MASTER OF IGNALS VISIT 
The Masier of Signals, Maj Gen A. C. Birtwistle CB, CBE, DL 

visi ted Blandford Garrison on Monday 16 December 1991 for th~ 
econd time in three weeks. 

Cpl Jayne Lappin demonstrating that it is not all milk and cookies 
time in TM Tp 

Chatting to Radex Tp, 1 Sqn (Trg Sp) 
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School of Signals 
Blandford Camp 

Dorset 

BLANDFORD NAAFI MANAGER RETIRES 
Mr Tony Bastable, of Blandford Forum, retired recently after 40 

years' service to the military in Blandford Camp. 
He was called up for National Service in November 1949. He served 

in Oswestry and Northern Ireland and then joined NAAFl as a 
storeman at Blandford Camp. After passing through several 
intermediate grades he was appointed Manager in 1961 . 

He was awarded the British Empire Medal in 1989 which was 
presented to him by the Lord Lieutenant for Dorset, The Lord Digby. 

Tony hopes to further his interests in writing and sketching in 
retirement. We wish him and Sylvia happy days . 

The Commander School of Signals presenting the plaque to Mr 
Tony Bastable on his retirement 

COURSES DIVISION 
'Boinggg!' said the Comd, ' time to move'. Radio Gp are moving to 

where EW Gp was before it took the space vacated by . . . where is 
the print room? The gre~t reform at the School of Signals is 
underway: Offices are movmg and new jobs are appearing. The aim 
of producmg a centre of excelle~ce for all aspects of CIS has gripped 
the School and fired the enthusiasm of all in Courses Division. 

SOCIAL 
Du~n.g a recent evening in the Officers' Mess a senior team 

C?mpnsmg the CI Col A. R. Martin and the SI Lt Col C. P. Conlon 
hmdered by the resident Royal Marine Capt D. M. M. Evans were 
soundly beaten past the finishing post by a much younger team from 
22 Tp Comd's Course. The referee, Capt M.A. Walker, managed to 
salvage the Royal Manne's career by disqualifying the Troop 
Commanders on a technicality. 

HOCKEY 
Courses Division provide the backbone for the currently successful 

School of Sipials team: Capt D. M. M. Evans RM (Radio Gp). Cpl 
Baker and Sig Burton (Sysex Tp). Sgt Critchlow (Fd Trunk Systems 
Gp), Sgt Marston Weston (61 FofS) . The team is through to the final 
stages of the Army Cup. This trophy has evaded the Corps for over 
20 year.s but the team from the School now has a real chance of lifting 
some silverware. 
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RADIO GROUP 
Whilst all others are maintaining the highest professional standards 

in the classroom Radio Gp have been out in the wilds of Dorset and 
Somerset putting potential Tp Cornds, Foremen and Yeomen through 
their paces. A rude welcome to our newest recruit, Capt Andy Walker. 
Walker. 

.FIELD TRUNK SYSTEMS GROUP 
Capt Mark Castle-Smith who has held the fort since the departure 

of Maj Symmonds and is now looking forward to putting the other 
boot on and attending the TEM course. Meanwhile newly arrived 
Capt Mark Davis is trying to work out the puzzle that is WA YELL 

COMMAND GROUP 
A swift hello to Capt R. A. B. Mulholland from Soltau, and a 

swifter Bon Voyage to JDSC. The non-graduate arm of the Divison 
continues to add a flavour of realism and commonsense to the 
instruction at the School. 

CIS/STATIC SYSTEMS 
Whilst the others continue to teach current techniques and doctrine 

the IS team is expanding rapidly, forging ahead in new fields at the 
forefront of all that is new at the School. In amongst all this change 
a farewell to W02 (FofS) Mick Kidd to join the ever increasing ranks 
of those who prefer not to wear green to work. 

EW GROUP 
All change too at EW Gp. Goodbye to W02 Bill Brennan to much 

sunnier climes and Capt Tim Wadey to further his education. 
Welcome to W02 Dave Butler and Capt Graham Neal and the dogs. 

HEADQUARTER SQUADRON 
TM TROOP 
Tp Comd Maj E. Holland 
Tp SSgt SSgt C. Mcintosh 
Art Tels SSgt (Art Tels) D. Goodman. 

The Troop is scattered to the four winds doing various little 'jobs' 
around the School and only ever seem to get together for happy hours 
and farewell drinks when the crew room has standing room only. 

HELLOS AND GOODBYES 
Hello to Sgts Mark Bennett, Lee Warren and Jim Barr-all going 

to Systems Workshop, Sgt Pete Kelly to Secure Workshop and LCpl 
Elaine Laughlin from 8 Sig Regt to Systems Workshop. 

Goodbyes to Sgt Jo Richmond to Hong Kong (girls never get good 
postings), Sgt Dave Wood to 608 Sig Tp, Sgt Al Egan to civilian life, 
Sgt Ned Kelly to 9 Sig Regt, Cpls Paul Urwin and Rog Southwick to 
2 Sqn (Trials), and Cpl Terry Mcintyre to CPD. 

Congratulations to Sig Paul Ralf on his promotion to LCpl, LCpl 
Gerry Russell on her promotion to Cpl and Cpl Al Gane on his 
promotion to Sgt. 

We have two LCpl Ralf' s in the Troop; no we have not perfected 
our cloning technique, but LCpl Paul Ralf and Elaine Laughlin wed 
in February. Congratulations and best wishes to you both. 

ADVENTURE TRAINING 
An entirely different Christmas and New Year for Capt David Ellis 

of CPD. Instead of the usual Christmas, he was down in the sunny 
Caribbean, sailing on the Army's 55 foot yacht Broadsword. 

This was part of Ex Western Venture, in which Broadsword is being 
sailed from UK via Portugal , the Canaries, the Caribbean and up the 
West Coast of USA to the Great Lakes, before returning to UK. 

The three week leg that Capt Ellis was on started at La Guaira (near 
Caracas in Venezuela), and visited variou uninhabited trophical 
islands as well as Margarita, Bonaire and Curacao, where the boat was 
left for the next crew. 

The yacht sailed some 700 mil~s. in ideal conditions (average 
temperature 27°C, average wind strength force 6). The trip was not 
without its moments, such as when the spinnaker guy (one of the bits 
of rope on the boat) fell over the side, and got caught between the 
rudder and rudder post, entailing one of the crew diving over the side 
to free it. Later in the trip they were to discover that the propeller had 
parted company from the yacht, and all manoeuvring after this (such 
as anchoring) had to be done under sail . It was even more unfortunate 
for the next crew, who had to hand carry a spare propeller out with 
them, and then have the yacht (all 16 tons of it) hauled out of the 
water to fit it. 
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The Army's 55ft yacht Broadsword and Capt David Ellis enjoying 
Christmas and New Year away 

Free Financial 
Health Check! 

Do you make the most of your money? 
Do you know where it goes and why? 

Imagine a service that does this for you and provides a free, 
clear report covering your finances now and in the future. 
You've just imagined the Allied Dunbar Financial Check! 

For more details, i;umµn:u: 

the coupon below or phone 
me on 0272 732779. 

~ 
ALLIED 

DUNBAR 
PERSONAL FIN .... ~0.'1.Gl1D .... ,~E 

Bernard Andrew Thomas Sales Associate 
representing Allied Dunbar Assurance pie, which is a member of LAUTRO 
Whiteladies House, 51 -55 Whiteladies Road, Clifton, Bristol BSB 2LY 

Please tell me more about the Financial Health Check 

Name: .............. ................................................................................................... 

Address: ........................................ .. ................................................................... 

I ;·~·~·~ ·~~~·~:···:::::::::::::::::::::::::: .. · ~~;~~~~~-~;·:::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::. I 
L-----~--------~-~ 
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HQ 4 Sig Gp 
BFPO 140 

EXERCISE DECI BANTAM 
Lt Mick Hawley - leader, Cpl Jason Wells - UEL/2IC, Mac 

Mcintyre - UEL, Scouse Tiernan - Equipment, LCpl Sian Roberts 
- Food, Pte Emma Lowe - Food, Cathy Christie - Health and 
Hygiene a: d Beccy Lees - Equipment. 

'Sardinia' he aid, 
'An island somewhere in the mediterranean' I fired back warming 

to the game, 
'I know that; idiot' he replied, (Lt Col (Retd) Gus Gurr) is not noted 

for hi patience). 
I decided to shut up and listen whilst he briefed me on the 

requirement, which was to lead an HQ 4 Signal Group sponsored 
adventure training exercise, (trekking and climbing) to Sardinia in 
December of 1991. 

The exercise consisted of HQ 4 Signal Group, Comms Branch 
BAOR personnel and other Corps units in Rheindahlen Garrison. 

The departure date was 3 December. We spent a hectic two hours 
ferrying the party and equipinent from JHQ to the airhead. We were 
promptly ferried back past the main gates of JHQ to Dusseldorf as the 
flight had been diverted. A midday take off put us in Sardinia by mid 
afternoon where we were met by the BAOR Expedition Base (BEB) 
taff and taken to the base villa just outside Cagliari. 

We arrived at the village of Esterzilli, in the main trekking area, the 
following day and a quick lunch was followed by total confusion as 
we made several attempts to leave the village on the correct track. This 
was to be the first indication of how inaccurate the maps were. 

Don't believe that Sardinia is a warm country, the next few days 
saw us trekking through mountainous terrain, where we encountered 
difficult walking and freezing conditions. 

O? the fif~ day we arrived at the Caves Grocta su Marmuri, just 
outside the village of Ula5'5ai. Nobody could be found to guide us so 
armed with torches we decided to explore by ourselves . Not a g;eat 
deal could be seen by torchlight and after about ten minutes we could 
go no further due to a large underground lake. We started walking 
again and that night was spent at our highest camp, in the forest above 
the deserted village of Gairo. The ground was hard with frost and 
icicles hung from the rocks close by. 

A quick break en route to the deserted village of Gairo 

Next morning we were up early, roused by cow bells and the cold. 
As we had been unable to shower up to now, Cpl's Wells and 
Mcintyre decided it was time for a strip down wash in the stream 
nearby. The remainder of us looked on in amazement at this self 
torture. We managed to get to hot showers that night! 

We arrived at the coastal plains and, ultimately, the town of 
Arbatax where we were to spend three days climbing and abseiling. 
Pte Christie excelled, showing superb confidence on the rock then she 
confessed to having previous experience. It was here we m~t a local 
caI!ed Antoni~, who became a ~ood friend even though he could 
speak no English and we, no Italian. The following day we lost Cpl 
Mcintyre to a fract.ured a~kle and C~I Tiernan to a knee injury. 

We started trekkmg agam on the runth day, this time to follow a 
~hrec ~ay coastal route to the South of Arbatax. This proved 
1mposs1ble due to holiday parks and private land that stretched right 
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down to the sea, and we were forced to use tarmac road. We hoped 
for better walking once past the small coastal village of Tori di Bari. 

At campsite Dumus De Janas I was met by a surly looking caretaker 
who wanted over 51,000 Lire for the night ... tents only, no 
showers, toilets or other amenities. The alternative was to camp on the 
foresho~e wher.e we. risked being moved. As I returned to the group 
to explam the s1tuauon, who should appear on the scene but, Antonio 
(I had long since got the impression he had decided to adopt us and 
was determined to ensure we fared well). When he heard the price 
asked he threw up his hands in horror and invited us to eat an evening 
meal of spaghetti with him and stay the night at his flat (which was 
close .by), and he would return us to the same spot the following 
morrung. Two hours later we were tucking into spaghetti, Sardinian 
style. We knew that Antonio would acccept no money from us so at 
the end of the meal we each gave him a small gift from the various 
items of equipment we carried. 

I reluctantly took the decision to call an end to the exercise and 
return the group to BEB a day early as two more of the party 
were suffering from incapacitating injuries. Refusing Antonio's 
offer of a lift back to Torre di Bari, we bade him farewell and slowly 
made our way south, requesting transport at the first telephone we 
passed. We moved at Pte Lees' painfully slow pace and were finally 
met by the BEB landrover just before midday. 

R & R was followed by the return flight being delayed for 24 hours 
and we finally made Wildenrath at 1620 hrs on 18 December. 

We found the majority of Sardinians polite and friendly and 'Bon 
Journo' repi:ated eight times as the group passed any local always 
brought a friendly response and some attempt at conversation. 

It is impossible in an article such as this, to list all the minor and 
major events that made the exercise so worthwhile and such good fun. 
But suffice to say, all members of the group said they would be more 
than willing to repeat the experience. 

Pte Lowe gearing up for her first abseil 

SITUATIONS VACANT 
MOD CIVILIAN VACANCIES 

Applicat~o~s are inyi~ed from ex-military personnel and their 
families wishing to JOm the MOD civilian staff. Vacancies 
continually arise in Central London and Outer London for 
Patrolmen, Storekeepers, Communications and Electrical 
Technicians, Drivers, Clerical and other posts. 

Interested parties should contact: Steve Morgans or Peter 
Ashton on 081-854 2242 Ext: 3574. 
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UK Sp Unit 
SHAPE 

BFPO 26 

PERSONALITIES 
Deputy Commander Lt Col R. Saville 
FofSl W02 (FofS) M. Minton 
FofS2 W02 (FofS) S. Higgins, Chief Clerk SSgt (ORSQMS) C. Clark, 
SyNCO Sgt S. Davison. 

Regional Signal Group SHAPE has an establishment of 472 
personnel from 11 different countries. The Corps contingent is made 
up of one officer and 27 soldiers of various trades. 

Life at SHAPE is somewhat 'different' from that in BAOR and 
UK. It takes a little time to acclimatise to the international way of life, 
but you soon become accustomed to it. 'Channel lag' or 'culture 
shock' is quickly diagnosed when you realise the basic rule for doing 
business of any type at SHAPE requires that you have the right paper, 
properly stamped, or you don't get the goods! 

The sporting facilities are a budding athletes dream and although 
the cost of living can be high, even with LOA, the shopping and social 
life is very good indeed. Belgium boasts 480 breweries and more types 
of beers from high church full bodied stuff which keeps monks alive 
in the depths of winter, to light summery fruit beers you could serve 
to the vicar's wife. However, and so typical of life here, organising a 
symposium in any one brewery is not an easy matter (if you don't have 
the right paper etc etc). 

Personnel making names for themselves within the community 
include, Sgt Ian Tepielow whose marathon feats are becoming a 
regular occurrence. An international team led by SSgt Colin Clark 
completed this years Nijmegan Marches. Sgt Geoff Guy continues to 
sub aqua at every opportune moment. Sgt John Gorman and Brian 
Gillies have started the Royal Signals Chapter of the SHAPE Hells 
Angels with their newly acquired machines. The golfing fraternity 
have now come to the end of their season so SSgt Alan English is 
expected to put in an appearance at work over the winter months. 
(Deputy's comment: Golf is a four letter word!) 

Over the next couple of months we say farewell to SSgt Colin Clark 
to civvy street, Sgt Geoff Guy to Comms and Sy Gp UK, LCpl Paul 
Baker to civvy street; LCpl Del Rankin who becomes a storeman with 
204 Sig Sqn and W02 Dave Smith to School of Signals. We have 
recently said hello to W02 Mick Minton our on the spot FofS. 

Lacking all the accoutrements and social foci of straight regimental 
life we have naturally created our own. Under the tender loving care 
of WOl (RSM) Grieg, (who left on retirement in March 1992), the 
British Senior and Junior Ranks Associations, meet, greet and ear on 
a regular basis. Having no mess building as such they make full use 
of the Top Graders and International Clubs respectively, but these are 
commercial premises shared with 5,000 others and maintaining 
tradition is hard. For all ranks and the numerous retired Royal 
Signallers at SHAPE there is also the Royal Signals Association (we 
have 73 regular members - is this unique?) Sadly our President, Brig 
~tephen Carr-Smith leaves in early 1992 for greater things some 50km 
away in Brussels and we take this opportunity to wish him and his wife 
Nicole all the best. 

SHAPE RUNNERS 
1991 was a busy year for Royal Signals Shapians on the marathon 

scene. 

Sgt Ian Tepielow and Mrs Jayne Fellows with their London 
Marathon medals 
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In April Sgt Ian. Tepielow and Mrs Jayne Fellows (wife of Cpl Steve 
Fellows, RAF) took part in the London Marathon. It was Ian's third 
marathon (first in London) and Jayne's first ever. Both runners took 
the opportunity to raise money for charity, with Ian raising over £800 
for Christian Aid and Jayne raising over £300 for Asthma re earch. 

In September, Sgts Mick Cummisky and Ian Tepielow along with 
Cpl Kev Harvey RAF completed the Berlin Marathon. Again, Ian 
used the opportunity for fund raising, this time raising over £1000 for 
a local children's home near Mons. 

Marathons are already planned for this year. 

Sgts Ian Tepielow, Mick Cummisky and Cpl Kev Harvey RAF with 
their Berlin Marathon medals. Mick now has the honour of 

wearing both his pre-Wall and post-Wall medals 

CAN YOU WRITE? 
Of course you can, but can you write technical manuals? 
Technical writing could be your best bet for a new 
career when you leave the Service-demand for qualified 
technical authors is growing and opportunities exist in 
many industries in Britain and overseas. 
You can learn how to graft this new skill onto your 
existing technical knowledge by distance learning, at 
your own pace, wherever your duties take you. 

Write or phone now for details of the top quality course: 
THE COLLEGE OF TECHNICAL AUTHORSHIP 

REF 13, PO BOX 7, CHEADLE, CHESHIRE SKS 3BY. 061-437 4235 
(Now improved - provides even better value.) 

THE COLLEGE THAT SETS NEW HIGH STANDARDS IN DISTANCE EDUCATION 
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News from Regiments 

1 Armd Div HQ and Sig Regt 
BFPO 32 

PERSONALITI 
CO Lt Col J . E. F. Kirby OBE 
2IC Maj H. A. Ross 
Adjt Capt A. P. Bri tow, RHQ Tp Comd/ AAdjt Lt A. J . Parsons, 
RSM WOI (RSM) R. E. Bolt, Supt Clk WOI J. Chapman. 

WELCOME 
To LCpJ Oake from 210 Sig Sqn, also Sigs Keeler and Dunlop who 

are both straight from the factory . We hope they will enjoy their time 
with the Regiment. 

EXERCISE SNOW DIAMOND 
A number of RHQ clerks have managed to gel a place on this 

exercise including LCpl Fisher who seems to have kept his ski goggles 
on for the whole time. 

By the end of the first week we had made some progress. The next 
week we moved from the beginners slope up the mountain and bathed 
in glorious sunshine. With only a week to catch the sun, it was a case 
of forgening the ski hats and goggles and donning the sun glasses and 
working on that much wanted sun tan. Back to the slopes where there 
was never a dull moment, especially when travelling at Mach I on your 
back or stomach . So after a tiring two weeks the beginners were 
assessed for their bronze award which happily everyone passed. 

Special thanks go to all the instructors and staff of the Ski Hut, 
especially Cpl Dave Longfield who supplied us with the occasional 
show of strength when rushing to the help of two lady skiers saying 
'I'm a ski instructor, do you need any help?' 

EXERCISE filGHLAND MALT/MORNING GLORY 
The Orderly Room's exercise detachment consisted of Cpl Andy 

Callagham and LCpl Steve 'Blanket' Brown, although the crew of 
Adrnin/Ops were on their frrst exercise in a panzer it went reasonably 
smoothly. 

I SQUADRON 
MAPLE LEAF TROPHY 

The Maple Leaf Trophy is an inter-troop sports competition with 
twelve separate elements throughout the year. The trophy was 
donated by Capt Martin Girard, our last Canadian exchange officer. 
Despite widespread allegations of SHQ Tp 'score-rigging' through 
inter-troop postings, the Sqn Comd Maj Colin Whittaker and SSM 
(W02 Ron Bragg) have confirmed the results after five elements as: 

SHQ 
November Tp (Div Rear) 
Golf Tp (TN 071) 
Hawk Tp (TN 061) 
Eagle Tp (TN 041) 

SHQ TROOP 

19 pts 
18 pts 
14 pts 
13 pts 
11 pts 

(A few words from the Techs) 
We have said farewell to SSgt Arthur Sullivan, his wife Eileen and 

daughter Michelle, on return to UK. There are many young techs for 
whom Arthur has been a guiding hand, we will all miss him. Also 
leaving us are Cpl Barney Cunningham, Cpl Stu Murray and Cpl 
Chris Benson who are all going to TM Tp. 

Our new arrivals are Sgt Andy Butler, LCpl McWhirter, LCpl l)ij 
ahota and Cpl Martin Famfield. 
Congratulations to Cpls Barny Cunningham and Rick Owen on 

passing their TI entrance. 

EAGLE TROOP 
We have said farewell to LCpls Jim Kelly, Matt Whitcher and Brian 

Young. Posted in in their place are Sigs Murray, Maxwell 
and MacLeod, all from 8 Sig Regt. We also welcome 2Lt Geoff 
Howley. 

HAWK TROOP 
061 would like to welcome some new additions to the Troop. 

Taking over as recce Sgt is Sgt Graeme 'Bilko' Wilkinson and we also 
welcome his wife Cheryl who have come from a tour with the TA. 
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Also new are LCpl Tom Mathewson (who had been in the unit all of 
24 hours before going on exercise), and Slgs Clegg and Lynn who have 
both arrived from Catterick. 

We have said farewell to Cpl Mark Stein and his wife Jo who have 
gone to 22 Sig Regt, and LCpl Si O ark who has gone to the School 
of Signals. Good luck. Congratulations are due to LCpl Wayne 
Harvey, Sig Mark Haskins and Sig Dunc Beacher on gaining their 
Class I upgrading. 

GOLF TROOP 
071 has said farewell to LCpls Cliff Lawrie, Mark Brain and finally 

Sig 'Mouse' Richards on promotion to LCpl. In return we have had 
posted in Cpl Andy Maher, LCpl Si CuJlen and Sig 'Arnie' Pryor: the 
firs t woman Signaller in the Squadron. 

NOVEMBER TROOP 
Div Rear would like to say farewell to SSgt Graham Miles who has 

left us to be a REMF at 31 (V) Sig Regt in Hammersmith . He will be 
sorely missed. We welcome Graham's replacement SSgt Jim Brebner 
and his wife Kerrin. Jim has come all the way from the Training Wing 
on promotion. Welcomes also to LCpl Dave 'Spike' Morton and his 
wife Yvonne, and to LCpl Friend who has just rejoined the Troop 
after mini tours in the Falklands, Canada, Hawaii, Canada and USA. 

Congratulations to LCpls Craig Walker and Lee Davis on their 
recent well-deserved promotions . 

2SQUADRON 
Sqn Comd Maj S. Croft 
2IC Capt H. A. Jenkins 
SSM W02 (SSM) A.H. Reeds, SQMS SSgt (SQMS) S. J. Johnson, 
YofS SSgt (YofS) A. G. Trast, FofS SSgt (FofS) R. C. Windows, 0 
Tp Comd 2Lt M. Wadsley , P Tp Comd 2Lt C. Morcom, MT/ LS Tp 
Comd 2Lt S. Biswas, R Tp Comd Sgt C. D. Tait. 

WELCOMES 
The welcomes list is large but from the top (?) 2Lts Char Morcom, 

Mark Wadsley and 'Sub' Biswas. Our new FofS Andy Soward and his 
wife Caroline (keen as mustard from his FofS Course). LCpls Ramus, 
March and Richmond. Sigs Newton, Cousins and Whitelaw (and his 
wife Lisa, and no doubt a souvenir White Helmet) . 

GOODBYES 
Firstly farewell to 2IC Capt John Perrett and his wife Gloria, and 

family. We also say goodbye to Sgt Milne and his wife Edith to 207 
Sig Sqn, Sgt 'Dutch' Clogg and Birgit to 201 Sig Sqn, Cpl Marsh and 
Tracy to 8 Sig Regt. Cpl Norris and Mary internally to TM Tp and 
LCpl Ramus also to TM Tp. Finally LCpls Smith and Johnson with 
their better halves to 212 Sig Sqn and 3 ADSR respectively. Adieu to 
Foreman Robbie Windows, going to TM Tp in RHQ but thankfully 
still coming to join the Squadron on exercise. 

Congratulations must go to Sig Mitchell of Oscar Tp who won the 
ladies race in the Royal Signals (BAOR) Cross Country. She was in 
fact the only 'ladies' entrant as 16 Sig Regt withdrew its team earlier 
on in the week . Not content with this success, Sig Mitchell deployed 
on exercise with 'her panzer', and took part in a Regimental Super 
Giant Slalom event for panzers at Hapbergen. Unfortunately she 
crossed her tillers and caught an edge at the last gate (a rather 
cherished barn door) and took most of it with her. 

Ex Highland Malt and Ex Morning Glory also proved that when all 
else fails you can rely on a lineman. (That is if you can find one). The 
award of the Golden Blanket for conspicious sleeping, must go to Sig 
Caprio with runners-up Cpls Sala and Stewart. 

Cpl Yarborough and his 'veteran' RRB det were engaged for much 
of the exercise in evading the CO and the RSM. (The RSM should 
have looked more closely at the pile of logs at the track junction). 
Talking about veteran members of the Squadron, 2Lt Mark Wadsley, 
the new Sqn Comd Oscar Tp, was seen modelling this years' latest 
fashion garment, a DPM parka. He was the intelligent one as temps 
plunged to below -10°C overnight. 

Now the first part of the exercise season is behind us we look 
forward to lots of skiing, apres ski and adventure training! 
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201 (22 Armd Bde) Sig Sqn 
BFPO 30 

PERSONALITIES 
Sqn Comd Maj Wakerley 
2IC Capt Griffiths 
UAO Lt Hutchinson OCA 2Lt Wilson, OCB Lt Spiers, SSM W02 
(SSM) Stachini, SQMS SSgt (SQMS) Cox, Chief Clerk Sgt Maher. 

CHANGE OF COMMAND 
The Squadron said farewell to Sqn Comd Maj Andy Forster and 

Francis who have gone to a new post in Malvern. We wish them good 
luck in their new post and with their forthcoming birth. We welcome 
Maj Chris Wakerley, and his wife Jaqueline and family. We wish you 
good luck in your new post. . 

In addition to the change of command the Squadron would hke to 
say goodbye to the following people, and their families and wish them 
good luck for the future where ever it may be: SSgt Pete Smith, Sgt 
Tim Wells RAPC, Cpls Bob Hope, Bob Giffard , Pa~I ~ayl?r, LCpls 
Anderson RPC Al Henderson, Charlie Manson, Richie Richmond, 
Chippy Wood, 's1g Tubby Tubb and Dvr Ginge Courtney. '.o take 
their places we welcome Sgt Du!ch Clogg, .LCpl ~e ~harp , S1gs Ray 
Reardon, Mike Snape, Bart S1mp on, Fmny Fmrugan, Dvr John 
Hanier, Pte Fred Blinstone RPC and WPte Sarah Adey. 

FAREWELL TO COMMANDER 22 ARMOURED BRIGAD~. 
The Squadron said farewell to Brig Walker by the way of a mthtary 

skills competition. 
The competition consisted of NBC, T!ade knowle~ge, road safety, 

weapon handling and command tasks m the mor!11.ng, followed by 
orienteering in the afternoon. By lu!lch, comp~llt1on betv.:een the 
sections was fierce, with only a few pomts separating the leadmg four 
teams . . 

The orienteering had a twist to it in that the officers and semors 
entered a team, so not only was there a section. competitio1_1 .but also 
the officers and seniors challenge. The section competition was 
eventually won by the Section Bravo Tp with LCpl .Bowker recei.ving 
the prize. The challenge was easily won by the officers and semors. 

BOXING 
BAOR MINOR UNIT CHAMPIONSHIPS 
201 v's 3 ARMD FD AMB 

On Friday 17 January 201 Sig Re~ was ~ost to 3 A;rmd ~d Amb 
in the semi-finals of the BAOR Mmor Umts Champ1onsh1ps . The 
evening was the culmination of tw? months of extrem~ly ha:d work 
for the boxing team, led by SSgt Nick Skelland, Sgt Mick Middl.eto~ 
and LCpl Tich Anderson . Unfortunately for us, the. evemng dido t 
start too well, losing the first bout. It was then the time for the rest 
of the team to show its colours and by the break the Squadron was 
3- 1 up thanks to thundering performances by Dr 'Eddie' Edwards, 
Sigs Ste~e Lowery and ' Coo~ie' ~o~k . Strai~ht after the break. it was 
all over, with Sig John Lewis wmmng. the. fifth bout ?f the fight .to 
make it an unbeatable 4- 1 lead. The h1ghhght of the mght came with 
the last fight of the evening, a tremendous welterweight bout involving 
LCpl Jase Raybould, who despite nar~owly losing put up the fig.ht of 
his li fe against an opponent '."ho obviously was .no novice. All m all 
it was an extremely good evenmg and congratulations go to all boxers, 
winners and losers. 201 for the Championship? It' s looking good. 

ROYAL SIGNALS STABLE BELTS 

New 3in Regulation Pattern with Straps 
A ny Amount Made Up as Required 

Export 3in Web with Strengthening ......... . . £7. 71 plus post 
Export 3in Web without Strengthening ... ... . . £6.50 ptu post 

UK inc VAT 3in Web with Strengthening .. .. . £8.87 plu po•t 
UK inc VAT 3in Web without Strengthening £7.48 plus pot 

T. FROST (Saddlers) 
SOUTH PARADE, BA WTRY 

DONCASTER, SOUTH YORKSHIRE 
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PERSONALITIES 

207 (7 Armd Bde) Sig Sqn 
BFPO 37 

2IC Capt Fraser 
A Tp Comd 2Lt Orr 
B Tp Comd 2Lt McKenzie, SSM W0 2 (SSM) Lodge, SQMS S gt 
(SQMS) Laurie, Chief Clerk Sgt Rose. 

WELCOMES 
The Troops on the Tank Park would like to welcome to the fo ld 

much needed replacements, Sigs Mary Farnsworth , 'Mac' McMullen , 
'Taff' Verrinder, Vinni 'Jones' Millington. 

To the cushy world of 'Ambush Alley' LCpl 'Grah~m· Neetenc~o~ 
and wife, Sig 'Rob' Townsend, Sig Milne and Mrs Milne and Cpl S1 
Oldman and Mrs Oldman. 

The world of the SQMS welcomes LCpl Brysall (RPC). We a~so 
welcome back the oxygen tent man LCpl 'Gaz' Preece after his stmt 
in 'BATUS' . 

EXERCISE WINTER RAT 91 . 
After a few weeks hard work getting the Panzers :e_ady for exe.rc1se 

we deployed onto the SLA for a spot of Troop Trammg to get nd of 
the cobwebs. . 

We moved three times during the day, each time, settmg up got 
faster. Then came the 'Glorious ' night move, and we finally go to our 
destination only to find that Cpl 'Wilheem' Scoots and Sig 'Scheb' 
Voyse had broken down in their radio relay. 2Lt 'Ken' McKenzie and 
LCpl 'Alfie Noakes' Jones were tasked to recover them, only then to 
find that the linees LCpl ' Mick' Hay and Sig 'Mickey' Yendell were 
bogged in. ' Meanwhile back on the ranch' the rest o~ the Troop were 
all 'horizontal' pushing out the ZZZs. The followmg mo~nmg we 
moved to Bivi 16 to set up for the next phase of the Exercise. 

After setting up most of the Troop went back home for the 
weekend. We retur~ed on the Monday morning only to find out that 
the set up had to be changed, so Plans and the Air Dets had to swop 
around (to the great delight of LCpl 'Alfie Noakes' Allen). Then we 
had to move the whole complex 20 metres and set up a 18 x 24 tent 
which would be the new style complex. It was all new to Sig Mary 
Farnsworth and Sig 'Mac' McMullen and they all learned a lot. 

Morale was boosted by SSgt Hawkins BEM w~o provided the 
Troops with Danish pastries. At the end of the c:x~rcise w.e stayed an 
extra day and did some low level Troop Traimng, .going aroun.d 
various stands such as map marking, health and hygiene and basic 
trade training. Finally we packed up in record time and moved back 
to camp. 

THE SQUADRON BAR 
Since the 'rebirth' of the Jerboa in the hands of LCpls Churchward 

and Bronniman, the bar has at last reached a new footing in Squadron 

life. 'N bb ' Cl k f Congratulations to Sig •o· ~· O'Brie!I ai;id Sig . o Y ar e or 
their efforts on the faltering disco, turmng 1t now mto the well kn<;>wn 
'OB-NOB Roadshow'. A lot of time, money and effort has gone mto 
building up the disco. Thanks also to Sgt 'Baz' Tollington for helping 
get the disco lights by 'twisting' money out of the Squadron PR! fund. 

FOOTBALL 
The Squadron football team has started the season well and at 

present top of the minor league with five wins from five starts. Vt(e are 
also progressing well in the Generals Cup, a recent 2-0 victory 
against the QRIH wouldn't. h~".e looked out of place on M~tch of the 
Day. It's also a time for reJOl~mg. I mean deep sorrow, with t~e s.ad 
news that SSgt 'taxi for' Hawkins BEM has decided to hang up l:us size 
tens and concentrate more on the managerial ~i~e of ~e.gam7 . The 
truth of the matter is that by the time he has f1ms.h.ed g1vmg his pre
match talk (which have all the hall-marks <?f a pol~ucal bro~dcast) he 
is too tired to go out and actually play for n~nety.mrnutes. Sul!, thanks 
for the input Staff someone somewhere will miss you. . 

Also on the farewell side, recently we lost the ser".1ces .of Pte 
Pearson one of our centre forwards. The whole team wish him well 
in the future, everyone except Sig 'OB' O'Brien who has ~ee~ kept out 
of the side by Ritchie almost all sea~on and now has his big chance 
to impress. Credit to OB though, and he was voted Man of the M~tch 
in our last league game, a very tough and physical encounter aga1!1st 
16 Tank Transporter Sqn who we eventually beat 3-I,. goals co~mg 
from 2Lt Mc}(enzie (watch the cravat), Sig Maybury (mce one vamlla) 
and Sig Millington (who was later carried off with a suspected lack of 
nerve-only joking Milly). 
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212 (12 Armd Bde) Sig Sqn 
BFPO 36 

0 CAR TROOP 
Tp Comd 2Lt Rieb Rumsey 

Sgt Steve Clark Tp Sgt 

PAPA TROOP 
Tp Comd 2Lt Dave Catbro 
Tp SSgt SSgt Gary Lee 
Tp Visitor SSgt Bill Walker 

HELLO'S, GOODBYES AND CONGRATULATIONS 
The Troop extends a warm welcome to SSgt Gary Lee and to Sigs 

Mick Alsop, Paddy Black and Baby Baber who joins us from 8 Sig 
Regt. We hope you all have a happy and successful tour with the 
Squadron. 

We bid fond farewell to LCpl Dave and Alison Thompson on their 
posting to Tidworth. Best of luck to you both in the future. 

A long overdue congratulations are in order for LCpls Kev Blake 
and Mick Preston on their well deserved promotions . 

RUBBENBRUCHSEE CROSS LAUF 
Members of Oscar and Papa Tps started the year by competing in 

the annual Rubbenbruchsee Cross Lauf. The team consisted of 2Lt 
Richard Rumsey, W02 (YofS) Bob Pemberton, SSgt Gary Lee, Sgt 
Bill Walker and LCpl Mo Morris. 

The cross country race was held over a l0.2km course and was open 
to all ages and the sight of a 12 year old easily striding ahead certainly 
brought out the competitive edge in some members of the team. 

It was good to see some new faces competing for the Squadron and 
all credit should be given to the team for actually entering and turning 
in some respectable times. 
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WE, THE 
LIMBLESS, 
LOOK TO YOU 
FOR HELP 
We come from two World wars. Korea, 
Kenya, Malaya, Aden, Cyprus, Ulster, 
The Falklands and all those areas of 
turmoil where peace must be restored. 

Nim, disabled and mainly aged, we 
must look to~ for help. Please help 
by helping our Association. 

BLESMA loo~ after the limbless 
from all the Services. It helps to 
O'lercome the shock of losing arms. 
or legs or an eye. And, for the severely 
handicapped, it provides Residential 
Homes where they can rive in peace 
and dignity. 

Help the cfisabled by helping 
BLESMA with a donation now or a 
legacy in the future. We promise you 
that not one penny will be wasted. 

THE FIRST STEP 
by a recent, young 
double amputee 

PLEASE GIVE TO THOSE WHO GAVE 
Give to those who gave - please 

Donations and lllforma&on. The Chairman. National Appeal Committee, 
Bl.ESMA Mirland Bank PLC. 60 l'.l?SI Smirhfiekl. London fCIA 9DX 

BLESIVIA 
BRITISH LIMBLESS 

EX-SERVICE MEN 'S ASSOCIATION 

VISIT OF COMMANDER COMMUNICATIONS 1 (BRITISH) 
CORPS 

On 16 January, the Squadron was visited by the new Comd Comms 
1 (BR) Corps, Brig A. J. Schuler. After a whistle stop tour of all 
Squadron troops and departments, guided by our new Sqn Comd, 
Maj Dougie Rowlinson, in which the Brigadier met the majority of 
the Squadron, he was entertained in the Osnabruck Garrison Warrant 
Officers' and Sergeants' Mess by all the Officers and SNCOs before 
departing. 

Master of all he surveys 
Maj Dougie Rawlinson looks on as LCpl Tim Parkins insists that 

the Brigadier inspects someone else 's vehicle 

Congratulations to W02 (YofS) Bob Pemberton on being selected 
for promotion. 

If you are serving and have a standing order for T HE 

WIRE please keep us well informed in advance o f any 

change of address. It is impossible for us to k eep up 

with hundreds of posting orders and your 'Wire' will 

go to your old address unless we hear to the contrary. 

TH E WIRE, APRIL 1992 

2 Inf Div HQ and Sig Regt 
York 

RHQ 
PERSONALITIES 
CO Lt Col S. G. Hughes 
2IC Maj B. J. Barton-Ancliffe 
Adjt Capt I. Hooper, Asst Adjt Lt L. A. M. Stremes, Ops Offr Capt 
G. Complin, RSM Wot (RSM) G. Ellis, Supt Clk Wot (SC) J. A . 
Pape, Ops Yofs WOl (YofS) M. McCarthy, Tfc Offr Capt R. C. 
Gamble, FofS WOl (FofS) T. Moorhead. 

We start our notes with hellos and goodbyes. SSgt Steve Hughes 
from 249 Sig Sqn (AMFL) and Lt Damian Hampton-C:b~bb fr~m I 
Sqn both have disappeared into the depths of the Trammg Wmg. 

We aid goodbye to W02 (YofS) Taff Williams who departed_ to 
QG Sig Regt in Hong Kong and to Lt Laura Stremes on her defecuon 
to civvy street. . 

Our congratulations go to WOl (FofS) Terry Moorh~ad on. his 
selection for commissioning and to Capt Matt Hanson on his marnage 
to Liz. 

Regiment Wedding 
L to R: Capts Graham Complin, Matt and Mrs Hanson, Capt John 

Williams (not 2 Div Sig Regt!) and Lt Tim Wood 

EXERCISE LAKELAND KEY 
Very early on Thursday 6 February the Regiment Officers left York 

for Cumbria on Ex Lakeland Key. The aim of the exercise was for 
three groups to complete the Langdale Horseshoe, an 18 mile walk 
over varied mountain terrain , taking in Scafell Pike, the highest peak 
in England. 

As the two 'northern ' groups struck out over rhe Langdale Pikes for 
Angle Tarn bathed in sunshine the ' southern' group disappeared into 
thick fog which kept them company all day. As someone was heard 
to remark, 'you don' t actually need to se~ the view to appreciate it-:-as 
long as you know it's there!' That everung t~e groups w~re reuruted 
at Sprinkling Tarn and made camp for the rught, struggling to erect 
the aptly named 'Force Ten' tents in vicious winds. Morale_improved 
when the Adjutant, Capt Ivan Hooper, returned from his boulder 
field cache with some refreshment, po itioned the night before. As the 
Gluhwein was passed around light relief was provided ~y Capt Dayid 
Bizley who gave an impromptu lesson on how to retrieve a sleepmg 
mat from a lake and various people, including the CO, Lt Col Gordon 
Hughes, who put in a fast 60 yard sprint to retrieve wind-blown kit. 
As darkness fell so did the tent occupied by Capt Ray Duffy and Lt 
Paul Hopkins . There is a lot to be said for sleeping out in the open 
and they certainly said most of it! 
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The CO, Lt Col Gordon Hughes, near the top of Scafell Pike 

The following day five members of the group left for a quick 
descent from the campsite down Rossett Ghyll, arriving back at the 
start point some two and a half hours later . The remainder, feeling 
braver tackled and completed the climb of Scafell Pike, no mean feat 
consid~ring the poor weather conditions. They arrived back at the 
start point around lunchtime. The start point which, by some strange 
coincidence, was the Climbers Bar at the Old Dungeon qhyll Hotel! 

After a well earned lunch, people warmed up and stones began to 
unfold. Legends were written and perhaps an idea of a poem or two 
from the CO. The Officers, less Capts Ivan Hooper, Ken Smith and 
Lt Laura Stremes departed for York. The bold three enjoyed the first 
walk so much thai: they felt the desperate desire to climb Helyellyn on 
Saturday. Why? Because it was there. 

Ex Lakeland Key was a resounding success, mainly due to the 
efforts of the organiser, Capt Ken Smith, ably assisted by Maj Bob 
Etherton and Capt Ivan Hooper. 

The 'Northern' Group en route 
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PERA TIO .. RALEIGH-CHILE 1991 
b) L pl kin (Merlin Tp) 

Briefly, Op R3Leigh i a youth organi ation aimed at ever?' walk of 
life from tho e who are wealthy to those who are not. A secuon called 
Yo~th Devdopment Programme (YDP) consists of young people who 
have been in trouble and are trying to straighten out their lives. There 
is even a small percentage of disabled people. The recruiting age is 
from 17 to 25 for Vent·1rers and no limit for the Staff. The only 
requirement are that y · 1 speak English and can swim 500m. There 
are a number of expedition each year, worldwide. that carry out 
cientific, community and adventure projects. The main aim is to help 

the Venturer attain teamwork and leadership qualities and therby 
gain elf-<:onfiden e. 

The drawback is you have to raise a large sum of money to be able 
to go; about £1,000 for Staff and £2,500 for the Venturer . This is 
done through sponsor hip-most people tend to rai e all their money 
in thi way as it is part of the challenge. 

Op Raleigh require someone with a knowledge of HF theory and 
PRC 320 skills, luckily I had both. I then went through the usual chain 
of command for approval and, with the added support from my Sqn 
Comd, Maj Canham, I applied to Op Raleigh to become a member 
of Staff. I received an official application form and from that I 
obtained an interview in London and, with good fortune, I was 
accepted. Later I was sent on a 'Staff Weekend' which is held so that 
the Staff can get to know each other and to assess how well they all 
got on. 

A large range of skills are required from within the Staff. I was the 
Communications Officer but there were also doctors, nurses, 
Quartermasters, an artist, photographer, mountaineering expert, 
horse trekking expert, civil engineers, boat handlers and many more 
specialist skills-all needed to keep the expedition on track. 

My expedition was 91G, to Los Maggalains, Chile, South America. 
ot the most exotic, sundrenched area of the world but still very 

enjoyable. We were given six projects to complete, with a timescale of 
two weeks spent on each project. 

Yet another Op Raleigh participant, this time Sig Tim Harrison. 
Here he is seen explaining the use of the Clansman PRC 320 HF 
Radio Sets. This expedition will undertake scientific, adventure 
and community projects in the Tai Tao peninsula and San Rafael 

Glacier areas of the Chilean Patagonia 

AFIERNOTE 
Following LCpl Askin's success on Op Raleigh LCpl Andew 

Murdoch takes up the position of Communications Officer for the 
first Op Raleigh expedition to Mongolia. The operation will 
undertake several projects including constructing an aerial ropeway 
and stone huts in a new National Park. Andrew will be employed 
setting up a radio station at the Expedition Headquarters to link up 
'>1th the various project sites and also to the Op Raleigh Headquarters 
in London . 

FOX TROOP 
Tp Comd 
Tp SSgt 

Capt D. J. M. Bizley 
SSgt Dyson 

EXERCISE KEY PANTHER 1 
The Bde Sig Tp deployed on Ex Key Panther over the period 20-24 

January. 
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Elvington Airfield was used as the location for the Squadron Plug 
Up with each Troop redeploying to various locations around the local 
area on its completion. 

The Troop's next location was on the BisJ:iop Monkton training 
area. This allowed the Brigade complex to be set up in a warehouse 
in preparation for a visit by the Squadron's new Comd ... ; no 
sooner had he left the location than the Troop was on the move again . 
This time up to Harrogate (which was doing a good impression of the 
North Pole!). This meant the first and as it turned out, the last shower 
of the exercise. This being due to the Squadron impressing the new 
Sqn Comd so much he decided to bring the Squadron back to barracks 
a day early. 

On a sad note the Bde Sig Tp has now turned its thoughts to the 
work involved in preparation for its disbandment in April of this 
year. 

MERLIN TROOP 
Tp Comd Capt P . D. Peel 
2IC Lt T. O. Wood 
Tp YofS SSgt (YofS) Doherty, Tp SSgt SSgt Snaith . 

ARRIVALS 
Welcomes to LCpl 'Robo' Robinson and Sig 'Mansel' Skelton who 

will both have the pleasure of operating the Bde SAS/MC. A quick 
mention for Cpl Carr who we hope will arrive next week. 

Congratulations to Capt Paul Peel and his wife Kay on the birth of 
their daughter Emily. 

DEPARTURES 
Farewells to Cpl Smith and LCpl 'Mexican' Barry who both leave 

us for civvy street. LCpl 'Rocky' Ramharak has left us for DADPTC 
(or was it Worthy Down or was it . .. ). LCpl Laurie Askin leaves us 
for sunny Korbecke as soon as he returns from RSDCC. Best wishes 
to you all from the Troop. 

DISBANDMENT OF 15 BRIGADE SIGNAL TROOP 
As this is possibly the last set of Wire notes it is worth mentioning 

that the Troop began to draw down in late March. We will be working 
hard to the end with a Bde FTX towards the end of March, followed 
soon after by a disbandment Parade. The prospect of a reunion the 
following evening has raised its head, any takers? 

2SQUADRON 
Sqn Comd Maj Tony Rock 
2IC Capt Ray Duffy 
Eagle Tp Comd Capt Matt Hanson, Falcon Tp Comd 2Lt Stuart 
Gillespie, SSM W02 (SSM) Derek Payne, SQMS SSgt (SQMS) Dave 
Carr, E Tp SSgt SSgt Jeff Watts, F Tp SSgt SSgt Jon Duckworth, 
FofS SSgt (FofS) Pete Lowe, YofS SSgt (YofS) Kev Fowler. 

NEW ARRIVALS 
A warm welcome to the following new members of the Squadron: 

2Lt Gillespie, SSgt (FofS) Lowe, Sgt Woodford, Cpl Drewitt, LCpls 
Galloway, Burton, Sigs Evans and Blakey. 

AN EVENTFUL YEAR! 
Most time in 1991 was spent learning the ropes (and chains) of the 

Airmobile Role, the Regiment having been tasked to provide 
communications for a Multi National Airmobile Division . The trials 
were a great success and much of the credit has to be attributed to the 
ingenuity of SSgt (FofS) Baldwin who, to the layman, appeared to be 
able to condense the contents of a box body complete with Ptarmigan 
equipment into a corner of the back of a landrover-and still have 
room to make a brew! The rover and its trailer would then be 
transported by helicopter (a cunning way to save on diesel you 
know!). It is rumoured that FofS Baldwin has been offered honorary 
membership of the Magic Circle .. . (he would, naturally, retain his 
nickname of Houdini!) . 

The trials now bejng completed, we look forward to our gradual 
return to being, once again, 'professional ground troops' . Mind 
you-it was good while it lasted. 

SPORTING SUCCESS 
The 'fighting Second' Squadron recently collected the Sqn Comd's 

Cup. This trophy is awarded annually to the Squadron who has gained 
most p~i!JtS throughout the year in the various inter-Squadron sports 
compet1ttons . It was a very close fought competition with our friendly 
rivals, 1 Sqn, narrowly being pipped at the post. 
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J 210 (24 Airmob Bde) Sig Sqn 
Catterick 

CCX "'°' u-

PERSONALITIES 
Sqn Comd Maj Graham Leach 
2IC Capt Gordon Anderson 
AO/Supp Tp Comd Capt Dave Marsden, SSM W02 (SSM) Dave 
Wilson, YofS W02 (YofS) Granville Yeomans, FofS SSgt (FofS) lain 
McNelly, SQMS SSgt (SQMS) Jim Monkman, Ch Clk SSgt (ORQMS) 
Brian Durlik. 

In early January we said farewell to the Sqn Comd, Maj Mike Cost, 
who left us for MOD. We wish him and Frieda well for the future. 
In true tradition Maj Cost was driven away from the Squadron on our 
most unusual piece of equipment, the 'Gobbler'. In his place we 
welcome, Maj Graham Leach, and his wife Fiona to Catterick. We 
al o aid farewell to W02 (SSM) Mal Hopper who leaves us on 
promr:>tion to be RSM at the NA TO Communications ~chool in 
Latina. In his place we welcome W02 (SSM) Dave Wilson-the 
bergen runs have started already! . 

Congratulations to LCpl Squiff Asquith and Joanne on the birth of 
their ~on, Nathan. 

Maj Mike Cost leaves the Sqn in style aboard the Gobbler 

VISIT OF GOC 2 INFANTRY DIVISION 
GOC 2 Inf Div, Maj Gen Walker, visited the Squadron on 30 

January. The visit included a tour of the living-in accommodation and 
Comms Tp garages. The Brigade Fly :i:orward HQ was set up for the 
General to see along with demonstrations of the DICS equipments. 

LCpl Andy Bailey (foreground) wonders why everyone from 
the GOC to Tp Sgt is grilling LCpl Billy Cardwell 
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BRIGADE MINOR UNITS SPORTS COMPETITION 
In January, the Squadron took part in the Brigade sports com

petition. The 10 events took place over four days and the Squadron 
beat the other units convincingly. Notable performances came from 
Super Keeper LCpl 'Geordie' McPhee, his first ever atte.mpt at playing 
hockey. Sig Fran Francis proved to many that he had gills rather th~n 
lungs in the swimming events . SSgt (FofS) Iain McNelly was a surprise 
find for the basketball team, especially for the opposition! The 
Brigade Commander Brig Drewry presented the cup to the Squadron 
and it was received by our resident gladiator Cpl Ez Ezard. All 
competitors produced excellent results, but we will not dwell on the 
football. 

Brig Drewry presents the minor unit sports trophy to Cpl Ez Ezard 

MT SECTION NOTES 
Most of the Troop was involved in training for the Inter Squadron 

Novices Boxing Competition at 2 Div Sig Regt in York. SSgt Bobby 
Snow and Cpl Chippy Pomfret did a good job at training the team. 
Unfortunately Cpl Kev Johnson and Sig Jerry Jerman were knocked 
out in the second round and Sigs Whippet Dunwoody and Fozzie 
Foster were knocked out in the finals. We are getting our wagons 
ready for the first exercise of the year and we are heading for the 
sunny climate of Catterick Training Area! We would like to welcome 
Cpl Paul Buckley, LCpls Geordie Hand and Craig Harber and ay 
farewell to Cpl Percy Parkin, LCpl Waz King and Sig Fozzie Foster. 

WIRE NOTES MUST REACH 
THE EDITOR SIX WEEKS BEFORE 

PUBLICATION DATE. 
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3 Armd Div HQ and Sig Regt 
BFPO 114 

1 QUADRON 
PERSONALITIES 
Sqn Comd Maj C. C. Richards 
SHQ Tp/ 2IC Capt S. Gregory 
C Tp Comd Capt C. M. E. Gregg, D Tp Comd 2Lt M. D. Wood, E 
Tp Comd 2Lt R. Lovett, SSM W02 (SSM) S. E. Piddock, FofS W02 
(FofS) R. A. Downie MBE, YofS SSgt (YofS) M. H. Swiffen, SQMS 

gt (SQMS) D. M. Till. 
To all who have left, we send a fond farewell and best wishes and 

to the new arrivals we extend a hearty welcome. The rigours of Draw 
down should stretch and keep us all occupied in the coming months . 

EXERCISE TAURUS CANTER 
From the point of view of Trunk Node 043, Ex Taurus Canter was 

a great success. No tears (or more important, oil) was spilt over our 
performance, comms were in more than they were out and after 
several hours held hostage by exercising troops, Cpl Dave Lawrence's 
Radio Relay was finally released from its accidental captivity, when 
the tea and biscuits ran out. 

The route to the exercise was a masterpiece of lateral thinking by 
the Tp Comd. Outflanking the training area, the Node divided to 
confuse the enemy, some arriving at Rheinsalen via Hannover, the rest 
via Berlin. The manoeuvre was so successful, that it was repeated. 

Capt Cathie Gregg (ex RAEC) provided the cultural element, 
together with the feminine touch which led to the daily display on 
Nbde Command door of the notice, 'Serious Ablutions in Progress
do not enter!'. 

SSgt Phil Atkinson met the Troop for the first time out in the field. 
He established his presence very quickly and even had the Sqn Comd 
fetching water for Node Command after losing an argument on 
women's equality. 

Cpl Skingley unearthed his latent editorial talents to produce a 
quality publication, 'The Charlie Chunder' . This was Charlie Tp's 
answer to VIZ, Punch and the Financial Times. A stimulating 
intellectual forum, this was displayed alongside some of Sig Peat's less 
intellectual cartoons on the noticeboard in the adrnin tent. At least one 
person was seen to read it (he later claimed to have mistaken it for 
Squadron orders). 

Cpl Simcox, poached for a large consideration from the Sergeants' 
Mess, excelled himself as Trunk Node Chef. His ability to disguise 
Compo packs of goulash as roast chicken, bacon and eggs and apple 
crumble led to the eventual establishment of OSC of our location 
(next time we'll take someone who can't cook). Even the 2IC's 
addictive reliance on mountains of stickies for sustenance was slightly 
alleviated by the quality of 043 rations. 

The 'piece de resistance' for Cpl Simcox was the birthday cake 
produced under very trying conditions for the 21st birthday party 
given for Sig Knight. This and desperate quantities of alcohol-free 
beer were consumed in celebration of the birthday, the promotion (of 
Cpls Mills and McGachy) and an expectant father! 

Sig Rafferty was caught late one night by the Tp Comd acting in a 
very suspicious manner. Where normal healthy young operators are 
satisfied with watching videos of 'Lenny Henry Live', or 'Predator 
II', this young Signaller was involved in an orgy of algebra, square
roots and division of fractions. He even had Node Command and 
OSC hunting late into the night for the square-root of seven-the 
evidence was discovered from masses of workings littering the floor 
of Node Command one morning. He was later sent to the Foreman 
for treatment. 

206 (6 Armd Bde) Sig Sqn 
BFPO 106 

Sqn Comd Maj Peter Gillespie 
2IC Capt Julian Swindells 
SSM W02 (SSM) John Brooks. 

In November 1991 Ardennes and Rhine Tps merged to form 
Comms Tp. This means both Lt Brian Russell and SSgt Kev Nelson 
are now upstairs into the warm offices of Squadron HQ from where 
they look after the Ops Officer and training wing jobs. Lt David Ash 
and SSgt Chris Taylor have the daunting role of looking after the 55 
operators in Comrns Tp. 
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CONGRATULATIONS 
After much gnashing of teeth and re-written confidentials, there has 

been good news in the Squadron on the promotions fron t. Many 
congratulations to Cpls Don Brebner, Stu Hodgson and Paul Taylor 
on the award of their second tapes. That all illusive fi rst tape also goes 
to LCpls 'Scouse' Irwin, Taff Kinsey, John Hinsley, Andy Preen and 
Paddy Gorman who also recently completed his PTI course at 
Sennelager. Good luck to LCpl Mino Minorczyk and Debbie and Sig 
Shaun Bysoutb and Lynne who have recently embarked on married 
life. 

COMINGS AND GOINGS 
A very warm welcome is extended to Capt Julian Swindells and 

Elizabeth who have joined us from Krefeld. He takes over the First 
Sight file and the parking tickets from Capt Mark Baines. Good luck 
to both Mark and Jo on their posting to sunny Blandford . We also 
say goodbye to LCpl 'Geordie' Robinson who, after the best part of 
a decade in BAOR, is off to 2 Inf Div. LCpl 'Geordie' Graham is 
away to the Division after a much shorter stay . Bon voyage too to 
LCpls Steve Layzell, Lance Malin and Sgt Stu Archer who all return 
to the UK. 

EXERCISE TAURUS TROT/TAURUS CANTER 
When our panzers came back from Op Granby, it looked as if they 

would never go on exercise again but, after four months of hard graft 
on the tank park, our two HQs were reborn and the Squadron was 
ready for its first exercise in Germany for over a year. 

Some made an impressive attempt at destroying the vehicles once we 
left camp. Sgt Rab Marshall and Cpl Martin Heathcote found it 
difficult to get used to driving in a straight line and ~nded up on top 
of a small German outhouse. It was the quickest set-up ever witnessed 
at 202 Sqn. Not only had they plugged directly into the Bundespost, 
but had constructed excellent rural cam in only 30 seconds. Both 
LCpls Vince King and Si Boase also found staying on the road 
difficult and much preferred to slide down a steep hill sideways. 

Once actually set-up, keeping warm was the main priority and, 
LCpl Geordie Graham and Sig Paddy Gorman decided to adopt a 
novel approach by setting light to the penthouse. This awakened the 
Wavell crew, but only momentarily, whose laid-back approach earned 
the whole of Diamond 5 the label of Z-Cars. 

Meanwhile over in Diamond 1, LCpl Carl Stokes' Air waggon was 
in an equally sleepy hollow. Where, I hear you ask, were Forward 
during all this time? Not in command, that's for certain. The 
competition was to succeed in geting Sgt Mark Jordan on the phone 
when he was actually awake. However after 12 days and over 20 
moves it was a very weary Squadron that headed back to Paderborn . 
There was just enough time to celebrate LCpl Robinson's last exercise 
with a quick dip in an icy stream. There is clearly something divine 
about 'Geordie' as he managed to bounce off the surface of the stream 
which raised his voice by another octave. 

202 (33 Armd Bde) Sig Sqn 
BFPO 16 

GOODBYES AND HELLOS 
Goodbye to Capt Neil Cary and family, thanks for looking after 

our welfare and money and best of luck in Blandford. Hello to Capt 
Nick Walker from Cyprus, please be generous to us. Hello to SSgt 
Steve Smith from NI, hope you and your family enjoy your stay in 
206. 

ORIENTEERING 
206 RETAIN CORPS (BAOR) TITLE 

The 1991 Corps Orienteering Championships were held in the 
Menden area, 7 /8 November. A long, physical and technical first day 
competition proved expensive for novice runners and we were 
fortunate to take a 30 minute lead into the relays . 

Fancying our chances by now, a nightmare start by Sgt Paul 
Newholm saw our lead cut, but two superb middle legs by Cpls Wood 
and Steve Barclay restored our advantage. Handing over to W02 
(YofS) Terry Crosby, who also won the Individual M35 title, to run 
a safe final leg retaining the title. The fifth runner of the team, Maj 
Nick Corbin, was injured on day I and unable to run the relay. 
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... for 
• convenience. 

... on camp 

. .. on ships 

... on active duty. 

Always there 
when you need us. 

.Naali 
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4 Armd Div HQ and Sig Regt 
BFPO 15 

HQ QUADRON 
Thi month we concc• trate on two main events: Ex Parashot '91 

and Ex Odin Ajax. 

EXERCISE PARASHOT '91 
This e ercise was introduced to the Regiment by the Sqn Comd HQ 

Sqn, Maj Peter Goss (GLOSTERS) to generate team spirit and 
provide soldiers with the challenge of departing from a very 
serviceable aircraft! Basically one patrol from each Squadron would 
complete a static-line parachute descent from 2500 ft followed by a 
15km timed course through eight check points where a variety of 
military skills would be tested. These included first aid, helicopter 
handling, w~t~nnanship, shooting, weapon handling, CQB, NBC, 
AFV recogrullon and car searching. Each team was required to 
complete just one day of ground training at JSPC Lippspringe with 
the jump the following day initiating the march element. The 
competition was well fought over and the eventual winners were HQ 
Sqn . . . who else! SSgt Bob Sleeman the team captain writes: 

The Team Team Captain: SSgt Bob Sleeman, Team Driver: Sgt 
Mac McAlpine, Patrol Cmdr: Cpl John Sharples, 2IC Patrol: Cpl 
Garth Garfield, Patrol: Dvr Danny Crossman LCpl Ade Priestly 
Reserve: Cpl Bob Dewison. ' 

The successful Paras hot T earn from HQ Sqn 
L to. R: Sgt Bob McApline, Dvr Danny Crossman, Cpls Bob 
Dew1son, John Sharples, Garth Garfield, SSgt Bob Sleeman and 

Sig Ade Priestley 

In ~he early hours of 23 September the HQ Sqn team set off to take 
part m t~e first Ex Parashot to be held in 4 Armd Div HQ & Sig 
Regt. Being HQ Sqp, ream training had been quite difficult as most 
people have at least two jobs. However, many thanks to the 
Department Head.s who covered the gaps and helped train the team. 
On ~he first mormng th~ team departed to start their ground training 
leavmg the team Captam and driver to put up the tent and sort out 
t~e last !llinute adjustments to kit at the Base Camp siruated at JSPC 
L1ppspnnge. At 2000 hrs Cpl John Sharples received the final brief 
and we drew last place for the jump (was this to be an omen). 
However, after .the final morning's ground training the wind was • 
declared as outside the safety factor allowance and it was decided to 
insert the tea~s by helicopter. Our team was off at 1615 hrs and 
although _we .didn't e~pect to win we were fairly confident that we 
could firush m the IDJddle of the pack. Our main problem was the 
unknown speed of the other teams around the course. We knew we 
could d.o the distance with the weight and as long as we were not too 
far behmd the others we felt we would be in with a reasonable chance. 

Myself. and Sgt Mac McAlpine were not involved until the last 
check-point ~ow~ spent the compet.ition at the base camp watching the 
results coming m from the vanous stands. As the competition 
progressed we watched HQ Sqn put in some fantastic efforts around 
the stands and really push the pace during the march. By the time 
m>'.self and Sgt Mac McAlpine set off to meet the team at the last check
point we were in first position but 2 Sqn were pressing hard. We 
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arrived just before our team which was led in by Cpl John Sharples 
and Cpl Garth Garfield with Dvr Danny Crossman, (suffering but 
determined to see it through) and LCpl Ade Priestly who although 
suffering with bad feet was ready for one final effort. The team was 
split into two with Cpl Garth Garfield and LCpl Ade Priestly off to 
AFV recognition whilst the rest of us grappled through a landrover 
wheel change, all credit to Dvr Danny Crossman whose find of the 
second iron rod helped immensely. Once completed, a swift ride back 
to the finish to see if our final efforts had been enough. We had beaten 
2 Sqn by the slightest of margins! The relatively few points which 
separated all six teams at the end showed the level of skill and fitness 
displayed on the day by all teams. Finally thanks to all competitors 
and check-point staff and of course the team whose magnificent effort 
enabled them to lift the trophy. 

The team testing a new baby-bouncer 

CATERING 
The farewell to the GOC, Maj Gen J. J. G. MacKenzie ODE 

provid~d _a break from routine and was a challenge for the Chefs. ' 
Sold1enng has featured recently too. After training as an instructor 

on ~~e . SABO, the Master Chef, SSgt Henry Griffiths, quickly 
fam1hansed all Chefs with the new weapon pdor to deployment on Ex 
Quadriga Gallop. 

On Tuesday 19 November in HQ Sqn Social Club the CO, Lt Col 
C. J. Burton OBE, presented the lady chefs of the Regiment with their 
new ~erets and Army Catering Corps cap badges, as the Regimental 
Ca_termg Warrant Officer, WOl Terry Hall welcomed Cpls Ruth 
Sbimmons, Heather Sturdy, LCpl Donna Davies and Pte Michelle 
Coultham into the Army Catering Corps. 

GENERA TOR REPAIR BAY 
The Gene Bay has said farewell to Cpl Gary Pickford and his wife 

Tracey who are i;>osted round the corner to 7 Sig Regt on promotion. 
And congratulations go to Sig Paul Postance and wife Diane on the 
birth of their son Stephen. 

!SQUADRON 
PERSONALITIES 
Sqn Comd Maj Elaine A. Newnham 
2IC Capt Ken A. Jones 
SSM W02 (SSM) Graham Reith, FofS W02 (FofS) Smiley Edmonds 
YofS SSgt (YofS) Phil Jones, SQMS SSgt (SQMS) Jim Pickles. ' 

SHQ TROOP 
Tp Comd SSgt Pete Warhurst 
All Round Good Egg Sgt Alan Nodwell 
Power NCO Cpl P~te Stidwell, MT NCO Cpl Stevie Wardle (RCT). 

_The Troop earned out some 32 gene inspections by Cpl Pete 
Shdwell and team and 39 vehicle servicings by Cpl Stevie Wardle 
(RCT) and his team. Not forgetting the Troop tech's who completed 
the VWis. Finally a farewell to (OZ FofS) Edmonds better known as 

hi
' Smiley', we wish him all the best in his native Oz, yJe will surely miss 

m. 
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CHEETAH TROOP 
Tp Comd 
Tp SSgt 
Tp Sgt Sgt Piper. 

DEPARTURES 

2Lt K. Manning 
SSgt J. McLachlan 

We say farewell to Cpl Kinsey, who has gone to SHQ Tp, and to 
Sig Morton, who has joined Jaguar Tp. 

ARRIVALS 
The Troop has recently had an influx of new faces, so from the top 

down-welcome to 2Lt K. Manning and Sgt J. Evans, forming part 
of the new hierarchy of the Troop. Welcome also to Sigs Yarnell, 
Downes and Giddy-we hope you will enjoy your time with us. 

PANTHER TROOP 
Tp Comd 2Lt Dave Gaul 
Tp SSgt SSgt 'Woody' Power 

Congratulations to LCpl Farrow on his promotion and his excellent 
performance on the Cadre Course. 

Welcome to 2Lt Dave Gaul, who joins us straight from the factory, 
Sigs Walker and Bryand and farewell to Sig Bates all the best in civvy 
street. 

The last two months have been a combination of 'fast balls' and 
hard work. 

Battle Camp unusually stayed dry but by no means warm. 
However, Panther Tp again produced the winning section. Well done 
Cpl 'turley and team. 

KIWI TROOP 
Tp Comd 
Tp SSgt 
Tp Sgt Sgt Kev Falconer. 

CONGRATULATIONS 

Lt Mark Hanby 
SSgt Dougie McDonald 

Congratulations to LCpl Neil Cumberland on his excellent result on 
his Cadre Course, his second place earning him promotion. 

ARRIVALS 
Welcome to-Sig 'Mally' Malcolm Gibson and his wife Lisa, may 

you both have a happy tour in Herford. 

DEPARTURES 
Farewell to Sig Peter Hall, back to Catterick. 

.JAGUAR TROOP 
Tp Comd 
Tp SSgt 

Tp Sgt Sgt Neil Fisher. 

Lt L. V. Tomkins 
SSgt 'Bud' Abbott 
(SSgt 'Mo' Fisher) 

Cpl Graham Keith and LCpl 'Geordie' Moss have moved to SHQ 
(Mini Sqn) Tp. Sgt Stu Thomson and Cpl Steve Burnett to 3 Sqn, TM 
Tp, and hot off the press is that SSgt 'Bud' Abbott is moving quicker 
than expected. He's off to do a colloquial Arabic course at 
Beaconsfield prior to posting on promotion to W02. The posting will 
be on loan service to the Royal Army of Oman on an accompanied 
27 month tour. Lucky or what? The Troop would like to wish Bud and 
Sue all the very best. It will be a hard act to follow . . . 

In place of those who have departed we welcome LCpl and Mrs Will 
Scarlett, LCpl and Mrs Eddie Edwards, Cpl and Mrs Cawson. We 
would also like to welcome Sig and Mrs 'Dickie' Bird and congratulate 
them on their recent marriage. Also Sigs Curry and Ferraby. 

2SQUADRON 
PERSONALITIES 
Sqn Comd Maj N. T. Moore 
2IC Capt K. Lewis 
SSM W02 (SSM) R. Bray, YofS SSgt (YofS) S. Holt, FofS SSgt 
(FofS) I. Flippance, SQMS Sgt (SQMS) G. Merrie, MT Sgt Sgt J. 
McGowan. 

EXERCISE FROST INITIATIVE 91 
Ex Frost Initiative was a 2 Sqn exercise organised by W02 (SSM) 

'Ray' Bray to practise the defence of a Comms Site with a realistic 
defence plan, at Achmer Training Area Osnabruck. 

The aim, while practising defence, was to send out recce patrols to 
locate the other HQ's with a view to assaulting their position, but due 
to some poor navigational abilities by Cpl 'Pathfinder' Ibbotson who 
got quite lost, only to be captured 200m from his own. HQ by Lt Andy 
Williams and SSgt Dave Catchpole, who then twice assaulted the 
wrong position, much to the amusement of SSgt Tony Doherty. 
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Al TROOP 
PERSONALITIES 
Tp Comd Lt Andy William 
Tp SSgt SSgt Dave Catchpole 
Tp Sgt Sgt Steve Martin, Sgt Mark Hayward . 

ARRIVALS 
The troop warmly welcomes Lt Andy Williams from I Sqn, 

welcome to Armour, and to Danni, LCpl Williams from A2 Tp, ig 
McAllister from the factory, A mention must also go to Sig 'Ted' 
(Staffs Dog) the new troop mascot. 

DEPARTURES 
The troop has said farewell to Cpl Ian Johnston who left for 244 

Sig Sqn. All the best for the future. 

PROMOTIONS 
Congratulations go to the following on well deserved promotions: 

Cpls (now Sgts) Chas Fox, Mark Hayward, LCpls (now Cpls) Greg 
Anderson, 'Tommo' Tomlinson, Taff Webber, Sigs (now LCpls) Taff 
Boucher, 'Simo' Simpson and 'Nobby' Clark. 

CONGRATULATIONS 
Congratulations to Sig Mick Roberts on his wedding to Arke. A 

happy future to you both. 

Al TROOP 
PERSONALITIES 
Tp Comd 2Lt Paul Rennie 
Tp SSgt SSgt Tony Doherty 
Tp Sgt Sgt George Coffin, Tp Stmn Cpl Hamish Hermiston. 

Congratulations to LCpl 'Bonnie' Tyler on achieving top student on 
his AFV DMI course and LCpl (Clever) Williams on a very good pass. 
Congratulations to LCpl Pat Shalley on a pass on his RSDCC and 
Sig Pete Emsen who passed his JNCO Cadre Course, and recent 
marriage to Christine (Which one caused the break into a cold 
sweat?). 

Ex Quadriga Gallop in November saw forward HQ deploy across 
lower Saxony. 

ARRIVALS 
LCpls Imrie from A3 Tp, Stark from 7 Sig Regt and Sig Tony Boyer 

from Al Tp. 

DEPARTURES 
Sig Williams on promotion and posting to Al Tp, LCpl Nixon on 

promotion to Cpl and LCpl Saunders on posting to NI. 

A3 TROOP 
PERSONALITIES 
Tp Comd 2Lt Moffat 
Tp Sgt Sgt Col1ins 
Tp Cpls Cpls Harriott, Thompson, Tp Stmn LCpl Passfield. 

HELLOS AND FAREWELLS 
Hello to LCpls Hart from 249 Sig Sqn, Kerr from A2 Tp, Sigs 

Bennett and Bradley from Al Tp and Wrighson from the factory. 
Farewell to LCpls Archibald to School of Signals, Callow to 244 Sig 

Sqn, Sigs Fawcett to School of Signals and Campbell to Civ Div. 
Good luck to you all. 

3SQUADRON 
PERSONALITIES 
Sqn Comd Maj Justin Johnson 
2IC Capt Bob O'Hara 
SSM WQ2 (SSM) Taff Carr, SQMS SSgt (SQMS) Ron WoodJler, 
FofS SSgt (FofS) (snapper) Ged Keegan, YofS SSgt (YofS) Paul 
Rose, N Tp Comd 2Lt David Craft, TM Tp Comd WOl (FofS) 
Jimmy Leggate. 

We have said farewell to WOl (FofS) Mick Poland on 
commissioning and posting to the Falklands prior to return to the 
Regiment as TOT. We wish Capt Mick Poland a pleasant tour with 
the Penguins. 

The Regiment has been involved in a major staff exercise during the 
last month in which Rear Headquarters came out of very well. We had 
an extra team with us this time in the shape of the BFBS outside 
broadcast team and SSVC camera team reporting from somewhere in 
Northern Germany. If their comms equipment failed they had a TSB 
in the shape of SSgt (SQ.MS) Ron Woodger who was doing his 
resettlement course (DJ) and keeping the whole team as happy as 
Larry. 

105 



200 (20 Armd Bde) Sig Sqn 
BFPO 41 

P R 0 ALITIES 
Sqn Comd Maj P. G. Walker 
2IC Capt J. S. Charnock 

Tp Comd gt N. T. Thomas, B Tp Comd Lt C. D. Cook, SSM 
W02 ( M) W. Watt , YofS W02 (YofS) M. P. Purves, FofS SSgt 
(FofS) A. Owen , SQMS S gt (SQMS) M. Cook, SSgt B Tp Sgt A. R. 
Churchward, Chief Clerk Sgt D. Rogers , Pay Sgt Sgt C. D. 
Crickmore. 

SUPPORT TROOP 
Hello from the unsung heroes of Support Tp, from the Puzzle Palace 

(SHQ) to the crypt where the SQMS SSgt (SQMS) Sammy Cook keeps 
digging up skeletons. A busy time as SHQ move house (temporarily 
they said)-more skeletons-and a paint job for those unworked 
operators on the tank park . Now we're fully in, but the paint job goes 
on. 

Let's take a look around the departments and see what's been 
happening. The Puzzle Palace-Puzzled looks on faces, but welcome 
to LCpl Chris Wilson and family who joined us from Lhe dungeon and 
dragon of 4 Div Sig Regt. Congratulations to Sgt Chris Crickmore 
and Andrea on the birth of Sebastian. Farewells to Sig 'Scouse' Hall 
on his Powerman course and to Capt Joe Cooper off to 21 Sig Regt. 
Down to the tank park we extend a warm welcome to Sgt Pete Rowley 
and his family taking over from Sgt Mac Singh who has gone off to 
Hong Kong and promotion. Down Lhe corridor we stop at the 
MT / Power bays for a brief word of congratulations to Cpl Daz 
Cowley on his recent promotion. LAD is next. Now from the sweat 

of the tank park (we believe them even if you don't) to the dark 
depths of the SQMS department in the old block-we pass on our 
congratulations to LCpl 'Jacko' Jackson on his recent promotion . 
And finally to our over paid Techs well done for RSIT. You have all 
been extended until March 1993 . 

ALPHA TROOP 
Welcome to the real world to SSgt Nigel Thomas and family, and 

Sig 'Tiny' Shortland. The former has now taken over the reins as Tp 
Comd as a result of Capt John Charnock's sudden rise to power as the 
Squadron's 2IC. Farewells to LCpl Ian Sharpe and his family who 
move to Celle and to LCpl Harry Harrison and his family who move 
to 17 Portmaritime Regt so he can continue his adventures on the high 
seas. 

Ex Quadriga Gallop saw the Troop galavanting around the German 
countryside with Royal Marines and Army Air Corps personnel who 
helped man our vehicles. 

With hardly a day to spare the Troop was straight into RSIT 
preparation. The only major disaster was when Cpl J. C. Craven's 
cooker ran out of gas. 

BRAVO TROOP 
We bid farewell to LCpl Jamie Hart posted to 1 Inf Bde and to Cpls 

Gerry Browning and Steve Sorbie, both posted to 2 Inf Div we wish 
you and your families the best for the future. Now we pass on our 
congratulations to Cpls Paddy Calderwood and Roz Beardall on their 
recent promotions and finally we welcome LCpl Cochrane and family. 

ARCHER MULLINS LIMITED 

ARCHER MULLINS LIMITED 
ARCHER MULLINS continues to successfully prepare Service and 
ex-Service personnel for their civilian careers. We have more than 
doubled the number of people placed into jobs this year compared 
to last year, despite the gloomy economic conditions. 

We would be delighted to assist you with our expertise in 
consultancy and job-search - but sooner rather than later please; 
properly preparing for your future does take time. 

CURRENT VA CAN Cl ES 
SAFETY ANO QUALITY MANAGEMENT: Experienced safety and 
quality managers required in many areas of the UK. Minimum qualif
ications: Diploma and membership of IOSH, Lead Assessor/ 
Assessor/Auditor and membership of IQA. £1 SK-£30K. 
PROJECT' MANAGEMENT/PROJECT SUPPORT ENGINEERS: Op
portunities in the West Midlands, Home Counties, South and South 
East. £1 SK-£22K. Qualifications: Degree/HNC in Engineering, 
Project/Systems/Contract experience. 
TEST/INSPECTION/SYSTEMS ENGINEERS in the West Midlands, 
Home Counties and the South. Experienced in Installation, 
Commissioning, Inspecting and Repair of Electronic, Telecomms 
and Computer Systems. Qualifications: HNC in Electronic 
Engineering, Eng. Tech/I Eng registered. £ 1SK-£18K. 
INSTALLATION ENGINEERS for Electronic, Communications and 
Telecomms systems throughout the UK . Qualifications: 
OND/ONC/C&G 1 & 2 with experience of installation, maintenance 
and repair of electronic systems. £ 1OK-£1 SK. 
ADMINISTRATION ASSISTANT with WP/Typing experience and 
knowledge of office systems, bookkeeping and support of 
engineering/stores/QA staff. Some data input vacancies also 
available. £10K-£1SK. 
For details, contact: The Director, Archer Mullins Limited, Career 
Consultants and Recruitment Specialists, 1 2 Acorn Business 
Centre, Northarbour Road, Cosham, Portsmouth, Hants P06 3TH. 
Tel: (070SI 380S87 Fax: (070SI 380S17. 
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AML PROPERTIES LIMITED 
House purchase is an expensive and complicated business. The 
initial costs can be prohibitive . For example, STAMP DUTY at 
1 % of the purchase price and SOLICITORS' FEES at 'h % of the 
purchase price ( + VAT} . 
These initial costs have often prevented people from taking 
that first step into the Housing Market. AML Properties Limited 
have designed a system which takes out most or all of the 
initial costs and also the hassle involved in house purchase . 
Many of the country's leading national and local builders and 
developers have now joined our Armed Forces House Purchase 
Scheme. Participating companies include: Clarke Homes, 
Barratt Homes, McAlpine Homes, Wimpey Homes, Persimmon 
Homes, Pelham Homes and many others. 
For those Servicemen who have several years left to serve, 
why not start the process of buying your 'Dream Home' now, 
by investing in property which will be available when you leave 
the service . To begin with , rent it out to help offset your 
mortgage payments and sell it when you wish to move up 
market or when you need to buy a home to live in. 

We can also offer:-* Very Competitive Mortgage Rates * Property Management * * Comprehensive advice on all aspects of house purchase * 
(Older properties as well as new) 

Due to the demand from clients of Archer Mullins Limited and 
AML Properties Limited, AML Financial Consultants Limited 
has been formed , to offer free, impartial and Independent 
Financial Advice. 
Leave all the hassle to us. We will visit you at home to discuss 
how we would take care of property purchase problems for 
you. Our advice is free as are most of our services . 
For further information, contact: The Manager. AML Properties 
Limited, 12 Acorn Business Centre, Northarbour Road, 
Cosham, Portsmouth, Hants P06 3TH. Tel : (0705) 380S87 
Fax: (07051 380517. 
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211 (11 Armd de) Sig Sqn 
BFPO 29 

PERSONALITIES 
Sqn Comd Maj Don Steele 
2IC Capt Jon Dakin 
SSM W02 Duncan HaU, A Tp Comd SSgt 'Barnie' Barnard, B Tp 
Comd Lt Chris Ford, YofS W02 (YofS) Colin Luckham, FofS SSgt 
(FofS) Hugh Barclay, SQMS SSgt (SQMS) Mick Wood. 

Adventure training in Bavaria' Div CPX and inter-Squad!on 
boxing, are just a few of the occurrences that have kept us occupied. 

As for the characters of the Squadron, there have been the 
inevitable changes. SSgt Terry Crane has left to join 249 Sig ~qn as 
their new SQMS, a great loss here as he was a hard worker with an 
ability to get the best from his men. We wish Mary and Terry all the 
best in the future and hope they enjoy life in the UK. Also leaving the 
Squadron is Capt Jonathan Gillespie who is going to 14 Sig Regt as 
a Squadron 2IC. Another loss to the Squadron as his Irish wit and 
good sense of humour often brightened up the place. He has had a 
variety of jobs which took him from B Tp Comd to Sqn Comd! We 
are sure he will do well in the future, even if it is in dentistry! 

mention must also go to Andy Haines who has now left the 
Army. The 'Big'un' was always a prominent feature in the line store, 
ever cheerful and obliging. He always did his bit for the Squadron, 
notably in the shotputt and we wish him well as a civilian and success 
in his new career. 

Welcomes are extended to SSgt Steven Carr, Sgt 'Taff' Webb and 
LCpl Steve Weir, and a welcome back to Sig 'Oz' Gambles after a tour 
in Cyprus. 

Congratulations to Sgt 'Taff' Morgan and newly promoted Sgt 
'Smudge' Smith on their well-deserved selection for the Yeoman's 
course. Also congratulations to Cpl 'Budgie' Falconer on _his 
promotion and to LCpls Kev McTiernan and Paul Wray on bemg 
selected for theirs. 

EXERCISE ENDURANCE QUADRANT 
This adventurous training week in Bavaria was organised by Capt 

Jonathan Gillespie and it certainly lived up to its name! . 
The cycling was run by Cpl Hamish Milne with the group covenng 

I 70km in three days despite the ageing bikes-though Sig Phil 
Templeton spent a lot of time on his back! . . . 

LCpl 'Budgie' Falconer supervised the cl~b~n_g group ~h1ch 
accomplished some notable climbs, though the llldividual techruques 
varied from Pte Mark Tuoley's strength to LCpl Mark Jones's natural 
skill. , . 

The canoeing highlight was LCpl Richard Ho_rseman s expression as 
he was caught in a stopper, but he was 9-wckly res~ued and the 
intrepid six continued on for some more thnlls and white water. The 
final activity was the mountain trekking 'conquering' four mountains. 
The highlight of the week's walking was the final day's descent which 
was by poly-bagging down ihe ski slope from l ,100-500m and 
concluded in a snowball fight. 

From L to R: LCpls Shaun Collins, Kev McTiernan, Capt Jon Dakin 
and LCpl Andy Workman 

Front Row L to R: Sgt A. Pookraj and LCpl Richard Horseman 
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The week w~ hard because of the cold and knee deep snow, bul 
with a trip to the local American PX (which quickly had a rush on bike 
sales!) and a Bavarian style final night, it was well worthwhile. 

OTHER EVENTS 
Firstly, the Corps orienteering championships, the team led by gt 

Barny Barnard who won the individual M40, came a very close 
second place. The team had some good runs especially in the relays 
with an excellent individual effort by Cfn Reg Gray. 

The Squadron also entered the inter-Squadron boxing 
championship with a strong team of 18. They trained hard. under the 
guidance of SSM W02 Duncan Hall and SSgt (SQM ) Mick Wood. 
LCpl Kenny Macpherson put up a very spirited fight in th~ light 
middle weight but our only victory was Sig Sean Wakelam m the 
heavy weights. 

SUCCESS IN ALPINE RACING 
Congratulations to the three team r_nemb_ers who compete<! in this 

season's Royal Signals Alpine Champ1onsh1p. The team consisted of 
Capt Jon Dakin Cpl Bill Donovan and Sig Martin Hinchcliffe, who 
put up an excellent team performance to win all the team prizes
much to the amazement of both 4 Armd Div HQ and Sig Reg! and 
the other members on the Corps Ski Camp. Unfortunately it has not 
been possible for the team to continue their succ:esses bu_t ~~ hope to 
produce and possibly achieve some good results m the D1vts1onal and 
Army Championships . 

Cpl Bill Donovan, Capt Jon Dakin and Sig Martin Hinchcliffe, the 
Skiing Team 

BRAVO TROOP 
by Cpl Body 

First things first, Bravo Tp welcomes aboard its new skipper Lt 
Chris Ford. He takes over from Capt Jonathan Gillespie who has 
moved to pastures new. 

Congratulations go to three members of the Troop who have been 
selected ·for promotion to Cpl. These are LCpl Paul Wray, Cpl 
Falconer andLCpl Kev McTiernan. LCpl Kev McTiernan is looking 
forward to his new posting in Berlin and eagerly awaits to hear if he 
will be the Provo Cpl there. 

We found the PRE team was waiting on our doorstep to herald the 
New Year. Ah well, we always knew that our quiet life couldn't last! 

FAREWELLS 
Farewell to a number of the Squadron characters; Sig ean Murray 

is leaving the Army and Sig 'Chappie' Chapman has returned to the 
Regiment in Herford, LCp l 'Brummie' Flute and Pte Mark Tooley 
return to the world of the F oyal Pioneer Corps, all on well de erved 
promotions. The Squadron wishes them well and thanks therr. for 
their efforts. 
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MIKE TROOP 
PERSO ALITIES 
TOT Capt Ron Kirkwood 
FofS WOI (FofS) Will Stockdale 
Tp SSgt gt Mark Philo. 

While the rest of us are spending our time carrying out our normal 
routi~es Oi~e fixing things which the operators break), two of the 
more 1~trep1d troop members have decided to take time out to sample 
the delights down at the Centre d'Entrainment Commando No 4 
LCpl Warren 'Woz' Duffy and Steve McRostie have managed to 
nat~h places on the much sought after French Commando Course. 

Mike Tp_ recently said goodbye to Sgt Karl Povey, known to all as 
a gentle, fnendly man P?Ssessed of a forgiving nature, a man prepared 
to get along famously with anyone, if they support Bolton Wanderers . 

Cpl Keith Robinson and wife Lisa, now based in the UK will be 
sadly mis ed. ' 

A warm welcome and a big hello to the enormous Cpl Pat Mullen 
our new storeman. Squeezing his bulky frame into the chair left 
vacam by Cpl Shelley no~ i!1 N~rway, the baby-faced gentle giant 
seems to be thoroughly enJoymg his new post. May he continue to do 
so for many years to come. 

MT TROOP 
PERSONALITIES 
MTO Lt Rab Young 
Tp SSgt SSgt Jim O'Connor 
Tp Sgt Sgt Steve White. 

We would like to say farewell to all those members who have left 
recently an~ thank them all for their sterling contribution during their 
tour, especially our MTO Capt Dave Marsden and his wife Betty and 
welcome Lt Rab Young and Kim and hope they enjoy their return to 
Herford. 

Cpl Al Dummer found time to take the MTO off to the Corps ski 
championships in Austria and LCpl Taff Johnson must be 
congratulated for his efforts in organising the Regimental Karate 
Clu~ . Well ~one to Cpl Glen Kitchen and Dvr Scott Buckley for 
hel~mg to raise DM 1600 for Wireless For The Blind. 

J'.mally congratul~tions to LCpls 'Tafr Lean and Gaz Topps on 
thetr recent promotions. Also congratulations to Gaz on his recent 
marriage to Claire. 

Z TROOP 
We say a fond farewell to Sgt 'Doz' Day who after a short tour in 

the Troor has,moved. to I Sqn, (where the going isn't so tough). And 
to LCpl Waz Beattie who has finally got his Tech course. 

We say hello and goodbye to SSgt (YofS) Pat Halfpenny, as he has 
mov~d on to l ~qn. Sgt Dave Bruddenall popped in for a quick tour 
and 1s now on his YofS's course, we wish him luck. We also say hell~ 
to two members of the troop who haven't managed to escape so far 
S~1 K~itb Walters and his wife Sharon and LCpl Neil Cawthorne and 
his Wlfe Carolla. 
W~ congratulate WOI (YofS) Ian Parry on commissioning. Sgts 

Ma~n Allwork, Jerry Newsome are both trying to join the 
Intelligence Corps. 

QUARTERMASTER DEPARTMENT 
PERSO ALITIES 
QM Capt A. Hickling 
RQMS W02 (RQMS) J. Standen 
SQMS SSgt (SQMS) K. Jones, 01098 SNCO Sgt Godwin. 

WELCOME 
T? Capt A: ~ckling and his wife Jane, who have joined us from 

21 Sig R~, 11 1s their third to~r. Also a welcome to Cpl Steve Allan 
who has JOmed us from the Umt Accommodation Store-welcome to 
the real world Steve. 

FAREWELL 
We say f~ewell to Cpl Scotty Scott and his wife Andrea who leave 

us for 21 Sig Regt on well deserved promotion to ergeant. 
The depart~ent has now separated from the Reduced Maintenance 

Tp. The occasion was marked by a barbecue at which we were pleased 
to ee a former QM Capt Mick Nevill, now at 14 Sig Regt and Frau 
Paula Block. 
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7 Sig Regt 
BFPO 15 

TRAINING WING 
PERSONALITIES 
Capt Capt Kim Evans 
WOl WOI John Mold 
W02 ~ick S~ull , SSgt Paul Skinner, Cpl 'Compo' Compton . 

Trainmg ~mg has been busy gaining successes in the Windsurfing 
world, runru!1~ Pre-RSDCC courses and a week Military Training 
package. Traimng Squadron was formed in March which will combine 
~ilitary and trade training and provide a permanent cadre of 
mstructors and equipment. ' Fancy a job' ? 

PRESENTATIONS 
~rs Corinne Shrives has left her post as the Home Start co 

ordrn~tor and ;~turned to UK .. T~e CO, Lt Col D. J. Wills presented 
her with a ceru f1cate of appreciation for her service to the families of 
the Regiment before her departure. 

Mrs Corinne Shrives rece ives her certificate from the CO 

VISIT OF GOC 4 ARMD DIVISION 
0 .n 14 January Maj Gen A. A. Dennison Smith visited the 

Regiment. He toured the Squadrons and later presented LS & GC 
medals to SSgts Doughty and Grandison and a Meritorious Service 
Medal to WOI Allison APC. 

Medal Recipients 
Back Row (L to RJ: SSgts Grandison, Doughty, W01 Stockdale 

and WO 1 Allison 
Front Row (l . to RJ: .Mrs Grandison, Mrs Doughty, Maj Gen 

Dennison-Smith, Lt Col Wills and Mrs Allison 
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VISIT OF COMO COMMS 1 (BR) CORPS 
Bri~ A. J. Schuler visited the Regimem on 16 January 1992. This 

was his first visit since taking over in December 1991. After lunch in 
the Officers Mess he met members of every Squadron. 

Bng Schuler meets 3 Sqn Comd, Maj Paul Straughair Australian 
Signals and W02 (SSM) McCluskey 

In January members of the Regiment faced sub-zero temperatures 
and other hazards to take a landrover ambulance to a hospital and 
supplies to an orphanage in Albania . 

The team consisting of 2Lt Rob Gibson, Sgt Mark Bell, Cpls Mark 
Stanton, Alan Yerkess, Cpl Tom Smith, LCpls Baz Valongo and Nick 
Chapple were accompanied by a team from 1 Armd Fd Amb, Mr Tom 
Pridham from YWCA and Mrs Sandy Waring of BFBS. The hospital 
serves three outlying areas and the only ambulance at its disposal was 
the transit van type. This was unsuitable for the terrain in the region . 

The gift of an ambulance with 'off-road' capabilit~ greatly increa ed 
the hospital's capacity to serve patient in the area. 

The convoy of 2 'Discovery' Land rovers and ' James 1 ' leaves 
barracks 

A lorry, provided free of charge by the AAFI , carried four 
month's supply of medical equipment and supplies for the hospital. 
The effect of this on a hospital where only 30 of its 200 bed could 
be supported can only be imagined. 

On crossing into Albania on Tuesday 14 January the team travelled 
to the coastal town of Saranda to visit an orphanage and deliver much 
needed stores. The delight of the staff and children at the arrival of 
the team and the unloading of equipment was marred to some extent 
as, very understandingly, others crowded around in the hope of 
benefiting. A real reminder of the plight of these people. 

However the team were able to unload without hindrance and 
~arried this out so quickly that several items destined for elsewhere 
ended up in the Orphanage storeroom. 

The local Police, provided assistance in keeping the crowd at bay. 
The crowd however swelled to approximately 400, some carrying an 

assortment of weapons, so the team's vehicles moved off to an RV 
point outside of the village. 2Lt Rob Gibson and Mr Tom Pridham 
were inside the orphanage at this time and had to walk through the, 
by now angry, crowd and out of the village to rejoin the trucks. This 
they did not consider to be one of the highlights of their trip. 

LOOKING FOR A JOB? 
TOT or Foreman of Signals? 

Teletech Systems? 
Teletech Radio? 

Telemech? 

If you are shortly to leave the Army, send your CV to TECHEMPLOY so that we can inform the 
hundreds of companies on our client list of your availability. The service is completely free -
what have you got to lose! 

Please include in your covering letter, your availability date and relocation preferences in the UK 
and/or overseas. Also include UK civilian and Service contact addresses and phone numbers. CVs 
should be on white paper and not more than 2 pages. 
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Franchises for Security Installation Businesses also available. 

Derek Richardson MPhil, Eng. FIMechE 
TECHEMPLOY, PO Box 29, Bordon , Hampshire GU35 SNY 
Tel: (0428) 712590 (24 hr answering service) 
Fax: 0428 712590 

License No SE 10693 
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8 Sig Regt 
Catterick Garrison 

R -B D I.. PARADE-TRANSFER OF WRAC TO 
ROYAL . IG . ALS 

A parade wa held to pre ent lhe Cadre and Servicewomen on 
our e with their Royal Signals cap badge. 
Maj Gen A. C. Birtwistle CB CBE DL Ma ter of Signals officiated 

at the parade and with Lt Col R. E. Cornwe.JI (Commander WRAC 
'orth East District) and Lt f'?I J .C. Young he presented new berets 

and badges to 114 ervicew0~1en. He then formally welcomed them 
into the Corp aying 'We are delighted to have you. We know the 
in tegration proces will go sm othly and everyo ie will benefit. It is a 
great day for u '. He also announced that all soldiers in the Corps will 
now be known a Signallers. 

It wa a memorable occa ion for everyone on parade, made 
particularly so by the Ma ter of Signals' kind words. All the female 
ignallers of 8 Sig Regt thank him and look forward to serving in the 

Corps. 

e 

Hats off for the new Signallers 
Servicewomen of 8 Sig Regt exchange their WRAC berets fo r 

Corps ones 

Sig Stevenson receives her new beret from the Master of Signals 

BADMI ' ON 
TEAM P ERFORMA 'CE 

It has been an extremely successful season to date. We achieved a 
clean sweep in both Mens NEDIST and Womens ZONE 'E' 
Championships, without losing a point. 
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INDIVIDUAL ACHIEVEMENTS 
Both Sigs Mcintosh and McTurk have represented Scotla nd in 

Badminton. Needless to say they were cal led for the Inter Service 
Championships in March. Sig Mcintosh is also the current Zone 'E' 
Singles and Doubles Champion. 

W02 Weyman, Unit Badminton Officer, coach and team captain, 
plays for the Corps. He is currently the NEDIST Singles and Doubles 
Champion. 

Cpl J ames continues to be called for the Army Team, but has yet 
to play a match. It is hoped that this situation will be rectified before 
the Inter-Services. 

Sig Lobb has made the Army Squad, and will no doubt soon 
become a regular player for the Army side. Together with W02 
Weyman , he is the current holder of the NEDIST Doubles title . 

Sgt Hom Bahadur Thapa and Sig Moham Gurung so impressed 
selectors at the Corps Badminton C hampionships (despite only 
reaching the semi finals) that they were asked to represent the Corps 
in the Inter Corps Championships in November 1991. The Royal 
Signals reached the semi finals before being beaten by the RAPC! 

Sig Cooper andSig Mcintosh are the current holders of the Zone E 
Doubles title. 

Other players who have played their part in the teams success 
especially at the District/Zone Championships include: SSgt Shiels 
(Corps standard), Sgt Ashley (Unit standard), Sig Buchanan (Unit 
standard), Sig Surendra Gurung (Unit standard) and Sig LlewelJyn 
(Unit standard). 

ORIENTEERING 
Orienteering in 8 Sig Regt has gone from strength to strength . Not 

only do we field some of the youngest orienteers in the Corps 
(courtesy of AAC Harrogate, who train them up in time for them to 
be posted to 8 Sig Regt) Sigs Avery, Baird and Boston, we also have 
the CO, Col Ridlington running for us. 

The year started well with the Regiment winning the Area 5s which 
quali fied us for the Army Championships. Unfortunately due to the 
Gulf War these were delayed until No vember. 

In the meantime we made our last visit to Scarborough before it 
closed to ta ke part in the Royal Signals Championships. 

On a very wet and dismal weekend, we have a very close run contest 
with 2 Inf Div and Sig Regt on superb courses laid on by the local 
civilian club . Due to some excellent results on our part (or was it silly 
mistakes by other teams!?!) we came away winners again ! 

In November, with less than a full strength team, we made the long 
trek to Germany (26 hours) to take part in the Army Championships. 

These were held in the 1 Div area based on Rheinsehlen Camp. 
Many thanks to 7 Armd Bde Sig Sqn for looking after the team so 
well . 

Unfortunately we came up against the professionals of the Royal 
Artillery but still managed I l th place overall in the Army. In fact after 
the Swedish and French Army teams, the Gunners took 7 of the top 
10 places. Still, watch out next year. 

We have won the NEDIST Orienteering League for 1991/1992. 

REGULAR FORCF.S EMPLOYMENT ASSOCIATION 
Are Y<_>u being made redundant under 'Options for Change' or leaving 

the Services a~ the end of your contract? In either case, RFEA are ready 
to help you .with your resenlement in the UK and, in particular, to help 
you fmd suitable employment. If you have served with good character 
!n the non-commissi~ned ranks for a minimum of three years, or less 
1f your are being discharged on medical grounds, the Association 's 
services are available to you at no cost. 

We are pan of the Forces Resettlement Service and, with over a 
h11ndred years of experience behind us, operate through forty Branches 
throughout the UK where our Employment Officers are in close contact 
with employers. 

If you need our help, fill in the card which will be with your discharge 
documents, or make earlier contact with the Branch in your area of 
interest. Branch addresses and telephone numbers can be found from 
Unit/~h\p Resettlement Officers; Regimental , Corps and Services 
Assoc1at1ons; Jobcentres and local telephone directories. Or, write to us 
at Head Office, 25 Bloomsbury Square, London WCIA 2LN. 
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9 Sig Regt 
BFPO 58 

We are in the grip of one of the coldest and wettest periods for 
a long while in Cyprus. . . 

We have said goodbye to the Regtl 2IC'. MaJ Willy Brewm, ":'ho l~ft 
on promotion to take command of 32 Sig Regt (V), we all wish him 
and Sue the best of luck for the future . We welcome Maj Miles 
Stockdale as our new 21C. 

MERCURY THEATRE GROUP'S PANTOMIME 
This year the MTG put on a production of Dick ".\'hi~tington . 

Under the direction of Mrs Carol Goodall, the cast wh!ch mcluded 
officers servicemen, families and UKBCs rehearsed until they knew 
their lin'es backwards (oh no they didn't) so that they were ready for 
the first performance which took place on Thursday 30 January. 

Both children and adults thoroughly enjoyed booing King Rat and 
cheering the fairy (and of course the cat) and vice versa, and the 
production was a great success. Capt Tony Lomax played the part.of 
the Ship's Captain, and Maj Robin Cuthbert was the husky voice 
telling Dick to 'turn around' and go back to London . 

COMMSTROOP 
EXERCISE MAIN BRACE . 

With the promise of four weeks sailing along the beaul!ful Cyprus 
coast line, the Troop booked the Corps Yacht, The Perrang .. 

The firsr few days were spent with Sgt Shaun C_urley and his team 
of would-be shipwrights as they set to work prepanng the yacht ready 
for the next three crews. Eventually all was ready. Sgt Mick McCue 
and his cr~w of Sgt Chris Nelson, Sigs Ziggy Penwarden, 'Scooter' 
Burns, Vee Kent and Andrea Mercer set sail. . . . 

We arnved at Larnaca marina, eager to start trairung. So, with 
everything on board and stowed that training began . T~e day ~as 
spent finding our sea legs, our way ~r_ound the y~cht, learning peculiar 
names for bits of the sail and pracl!smg the vano.us knots used ~y the 
sea faring fraternity, Sig Vee Kent became quite adept at tymg a 
granny knot. . . . . . , , 

When it came to catermg we all did our bit, with Sig Sc<;>oter Burns 
promising everyone a full cooked breakfast, but despite constant 
reminders, it never materialised. . . . 

Time in the marina was spent watching the fish, and Sig Penwarden 
lifted various other items from the seabed . . 

All in all we had an enjoyable time, and thanks to the guidance and 
instruction of our Skipper Sgt Caderius Van Veen , we only ran 
aground once! 

The admi rable Sgt Chris Nelson 
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VISITING CEILIDH BAND TO CYPRUS 
Tuesday 28 January marked the end of the successful tour of the 

band 'The Old Blind Dogs'. By kind permission of the CO Lt Col 
Jackson, the Regiment together with the Prime Sponsor Mike 
Angelides of Travelstart Limited, hosted the band . 

The idea to obtain a live Ceilidh band from Scotland fo r Burns 
night was conceived in November. . 

Comms Tp were the sponsors for the visit and they provided the 
planning. Comms Tp appointed Roadie , Sig Ziggy Penwarden, to 
make sure that the band was at the right venue at the right time. 

The band had a gig every night and they slayed everyone with their 
music and everyone learned to dance the 'Highland Fling' . . 

In addition to the gigs, the band had a full entertamm~nts 
programme during their stay. This i~cluded ~ight-seeing, shoppmg, 
skiing in Troodos, Clay Pigeon shootmg, Kartmg .and lots mo~e. T.he 
band had a fantastic time, it was their first expenence of service life 
and we made it memorable. 

DHEKELJA DASH 
The Dhekelia Dash is a relay race which takes place annually 

between Ayios Nikolaos and Dhekelia. It con sists of 15 very fast one 
mile legs, run point to point by 15 runners. . 

One Squadron who were defendi~g. their. I! year. unbeaten record m 
the Residents' section of the compel!t1on, fm1shed m second place .. All 
credit goes to the Regimental Veterans' team who stormed awa~ mto 
first place in the Veterans section . As the TOT Capt J ohn Oakes ts not 
yet convinced he's a Veteran; he ran for both teams! 

The victorious Dhekelia Dash winning tea m display medals and 
cup 

Back Row (L to R): SSgt John Gower, W02 8en~ie Bennet , C~ i;>t 
Chris Thain , W 0 2 (QMSI) Pete Davis, CPO Ch.adfreld, W02 Wrlhe 

Dott and W02 (SSM) Dave Wilson 
Front Row (l to RJ: W02 Charlie Skivington, W0 2 (SSM) Mick 
Doherty, Capt John Oakes, W01 (RSM) Dave Chrysta l, Capt Art 

Weaver, CPO Davis and Col M. A. G. Watts 

TRAINING WING TROPHY . . . . 
The annual Training Wing Trophy compet1t1on 1s a combmed 

March and Shoot and Military Skills competition. Teams are formed 
from all Troops in the Regiment. . 

Ten teams contested the trophy . With very evenly matched teams 1t 
was hard fought. . 

The March and Shoot competition was broken down m to four 
different phases. Phase One was an inspection of the team by the 
Regimental Training Officer, Lt Skip Redman. Phase Two was a 
controlled March around a four mile bondu course. Phase Three was 
a race across the Regimental assault course followed by a l.ap of the 
camp with a 150lb stretcher. Phase Four was a falling plate 
competition on the 30m range . . . 

TM Tp won Phases One, Two and Three and ~n.1shed s~ond m 
Phase Four winning the March and Shoot competition outnght. In 
second plac~ were the Defence Tp Royal Pioneer Corps: . . 

The QM/ Training Support department . w<;>n ~e Mthtary sk!lls 
competition with Defence Tp and TM Tp fimshmg m second and third 
re pectfully. . . 

The overall Training Wing Trophy compelit1on was won by TM Tp. 
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1 Q ADRON 
PER ONALITIES 

qn Comd Maj A. Russell 
2IC and Trg Offr Capt A. McBain 

0 W02 Bruce, SSM W02 ( SM) G. Guy, Sqn Clk Mrs A. Madelin . 
The Pas Off Parade of 4 Troop was a wintry occasion with Helles 

Barrack and indeed Catterick Garrison under centimetres of snow. It 
was al o a very successful year for our charity event which raised in 
execs of £18,000 for variou national and local charities. Our thanks 
go to all past members of the Squadron and to the staff. 

. 1991 has e~n a complete changeover of headquarters personnel 
w!th the exception of Anne Madelin, our ever cheerful Squadron clerk 
w1tho~t whoi:n we would not be. ~ble to function successfully. Now, 
A~o~ 1 movmg to another pos1t1on, the good news being that it is 
w1thm the barracks and on well deserved promotion. I'm sure I speak 
~or every member of the Corps who completed their recruit training 
m the Squadron or who was a member of the cadre during the last 
four years, when I say that Anne will be greatly missed. 
W~ are hard at it w~th seven Troop~ in training, approximately 350 

recru1.ts. The cadre will also have trained two TA Recruit courses. It 
prom1 es to be a busy year. 

1 TROOP 
PERSONALITIES 
Tp Comd Lt G. H. Hume 
Tp Sgt Sgt P. J. Green 
Tp Cpls Cpls A. K. Lee, S. A. Barr, R. D. Carpenter, P. F. Maloney. 

We would like to ext~~d a warm welcome to our new Tp Comd, Lt 
G_rant Hume, who has JOmed us for three months from 2 Div HQ and 
Sig Regt. 

After a hectic year which culminated in the Pass Off of Adult 
Recruit Course 9113 the troop was overwhelmed to find out that the 
J CO course planned for ovember was cancelled. As ever in the 
Army there is always the good news and the bad. The good news was 
that our leave was still intact but the 'bad' news was that after our 
leave we would be rece.iving 40 'Geordie' school children, aged 15 to 
17 .years, for a Pupil Works Experience Course (PWEC). We 
envisaged a.week of complete chaos, however, this was not the case. 
All the pupils were keen and eager to learn and an enjoyable course 
was had by all and, so, it turned out to be all good news! 

After one weeks R & R we were back to the grindstone. The final 
course of 1991, TADC No 13 which comprised of 12 WRAC JNCOs 
and o~e male LCpl, who must have deemed himself to have landed in 
para<;tise, c?=enced. Two weeks of hard graft in all disciplines 
culmmated m a very !!ood final exercise. Congratulations go to LCpl 
Norma Orr from 32 Sig Re~ (V) in achi~ving the Top Student position 
and to LCpl Margaret Lavin from 38 Sig Regt (V) for being the Top 
Shot. 

4 TROOP 
REGULAR RECRUIT COURSE NO 9116 

4 Troop Pass Off Parade took place on Friday 20 December 1991 
and we were pl~~d to welcome Brig K. P. Burke, Comd 12 Sig Bde 
(V), as our Rev1ewmg Officer. It was a particularly proud day for the 
Troo~ Comman~er, WOl Tony Spray, as he is a former 4 Troop 
Recruit of 1969 Vllltage. The day dawned bright and clear but as most 
members of the Corps will know, Catterick weather is rarely very kind 
an~ we had _three inches of snow on the square to contend with. In 
spite of this the Parade went very well and the Troop was 
congratulated on its performance. 

Regu.lar readers will be awar~ that every Troop undergoing training 
at 11 Sig Regt s~pports a charity chosen by the Recruits themselves. 
Our chosen charlty was ASBAH, the Association for Spina Bifida and 
Hydr~ephalus . We are very proud to announce that we raised the 
~agr ficent total. of £3, 121.90, the greatest sum ever collected by a 
mgle '.roop. This represents a great deal of hard work, as well as a 

good bit of fun, on the part of the Recruits together with their families 
and the ~er!llanent Staff. The money was raised by a sponsored bed 
push which mvol~ed the whole Troop donning Santa hats (well it was 
near enough Christmas!) and propelling the bed around the married 
quarte~s area to the accompaniment of Christmas Carols. Other 
events included an Inter Troop football match organised and run by 
Cpl~· R. Ewing and the auction of a moustache, formerly the pride 
and JOY of Cpl Tony May. 
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11 Sig Regt 
Catterick Garrison 

Brig Burke inspects 4 Troop 

Left to Right: Sig Stuart Easton, Mrs Elsa Maclean, Ewan Maclean 
and Mrs Christine Osman 
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The cheque was presented by Sig Stuart Eaton whose family helped 
him raise £175. In addition to that his mother, Mrs Eaton, donated 
some football memorabilia including a football signed by the 
Manchester City team which Sgt Geoff Hodgson and Cpl 'Shorty' 
Green auctioned to raise over £200. All in all an excellent combined 
effort in a very worthy cause. 

We were also able to say thank you in a small way to one of the 
unsung heroes of the Regiment. SSgt (SQMS) Jim Maclean is 
responsible for the preparation of the parade square and all other 
areas used on Pass Off days . The Recruits readily agreed that part of 
the money they raised be used to buy Ewan Maclean, a Spina Bifida 
sufferer, a hand operated trike. Ewan and his family were with us on 
the bed push and his mother, Mrs Elsa Maclean very bravely 
volunteered to be our passenger. We hope that he gains as much 
enjoyment out of the trike as we had in raising the money. 

With the change in the title of Corps private soldier which became 
effective on 6 January, the soldiers of 4 Troop were the last signalmen 
to enter the Corps. 

We would like to congratulate Cpl Gaz Tuff and his wife Elaine on 
the birth of their daughter Janie Lee in January . 

3SQUADRON 
IRON TROOP 
Tp Comd Lt Kevin Francis 
Tp Sgt Sgt John Laffey 
Tp Cpl Cpl Charlie Brown, Martin Darlington, Adrian Jones. 

Iron Tp was active during its second term of training, starting with 
a sponsored half marathon in Leeds, whilst the cadre attempted the 
real thing-all in an effort to raise money for charities. JLdr 
McGoldrick was the first home in a time of 1 hr 25 mins. Sights are 
now set on a sponsored parachute jump to complete the fund raising. 
From the money raised so far, a donation of £300 has been made to 
the Tower '\ppeal at Catterick Village church. 

The Tp Comd hands a cheque to the Vicar, the Rev. W. Hogg 

BATTLEAXE AND ULSTER TROOPS 
The new recruits arrived in October, all keen and eager to start their 

basic training. A shortened first term ended in a week's adventurous 
training in Dent, thoroughly enjoyed by all-though JLdr Murray 
may not have thought so when hanging upside down from the viaduct! 

Finally, we welcome Cpl Les Oliver and family to the troop coming 
half way across the world from Schemes Tp and to Cpl Adrian Jones, 
his wife Beverley and congratulations on their latest arrival : a 
charming daughter- Kim. 
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NCO TRAINING WING 
A cheque for £800, a modern hi-tech video recorder and lot of 

Christma decoration were handed over to the .senior nur e of the 
Children's Ward, Friarage Hospital, Northallerton, Mr Jim Robin~on 
on the 17 December. 

The presentation was the culmination of various charity events 
sponsored by the Wing and driven by Sgt 'Yogi' Cauldwell and gt 
Andy Terry, both of whom had experienced the warmth and 
compassion of a very special breed of nurses when their children were 
admitted there. 

So they put their heads together and devised a couple of method 
of raising money to say thank you and provide for those less 
fortunate, who would be remaining in hospital over Christmas. These 
were a sponsored car wash-operated by members of RSDCC 263 and 
a six hour marathon BFT-consisting of members of the Wing Cadre 
running in teams of five with each runner averaging nine best effort 
laps. Notable achievements were by Cpl Pat Vella who managed 13 
I \Ii mile laps, Sgt Mick Senior-12 laps, W02 (QMSI) Martyn 
Mariner the fastest lap-7 minutes 57 seconds, WSgt Daisy Mundy 
who insisted on doing the men's run and managed a magnificent eight 
laps and last but, by no means least, W02 (SSM) Martin Chapman 
who beat everyone at sandwich eating. 

Several members of Training Wing spent an afternoon decorating 
the hospital for the Christmas festivals. 

The cheques handed over to Jim Robinson 

REGIMENTAL HOCKEY TEAM 
The Regiment team has met with resounding success so far this 

season. In the NE/ NW District Cup, it faced 21 Ord Coy in the first 
round and always looked comfortable in its 6-0 victory. The semi
final Vs 24 Fd Arnb was a harder fought game with the half-time 
score, 1-0. However, as always, the team's performance improved as 
the match progressed and the final result was 4-1. The Cup Final saw 
the team meet 210 Sig Sqn-last year's winners-on the Astroturf in 
York. A revenge match by all accounts, but some fine hockey 
established a winning 5-1 margin and restoration of pride. 

A full programme throughout the next two months should, 
hopefully, see the team clinch the title. The following players have 
represented the Regiment: Lt Col Blake, Majs Noble, Sanders, Lt 
Francis (Capt), Lt Robertson, WOl (FofS) Boxall, W02 (ORQMS) 
Brookes, Sgts Cauldwell, Giles, Robinson, Cpls Brine, Leyland, 
Moore, LCpls Burges , Roger, WLCpl Solomons and OCdt Buckle. 

BASKETBALL 
The Regiment entered the Group 5 Minor Units Championships at 

Leconfield on 20/ 21 November 1991. With an average age of over 40 
years it was obvious to spectators that the team possessed experience, 
as well as years. 

An excellent two days of basketball was enjoyed by all. Lt ol 
Blake, Capts Dave Hornsby, Rick Licence, George Stubbings, SSgt 
Kit Harden, Sgts Phil Green and Tony Slaney, Cpls Paul Meredith 
and Pat Vella. 
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RHQ 
PER ONALITIE.S 
CO Lt Col P. A. R. Rouse 
21C Maj J.P. McMahon 

djt Capt M. Griffith , AAdj t Lt S. V. Roberts , RSM WOl (RSM) 
Orange, Trg YofS WOl (YofS) McMahon, Chief Clerk W02 
(ORQM ) Duffy. 

BRAVO TP 
MILITARY TRAINING EXERCISE 

To upplemem and revise aspects of military training, Bravo Tp 
carried out a small scale field training exercise at the Grobbendonk 
training area, from 4-6 November 1991. 

After settling in, and sampling the culinary expertise of our two 
cooks, Cpls Poulton and King the exercise began with a noise and a 
light demonstration . The exercise took the form of an inter-section 
competition, with points awarded for prowess in activities carried out 
by each of the four sections. 

The second day dawned bright and early, with the Troop PT parade 
possibly not quite as bright, but certainly earlier. Following PT the 
day's activities continued in earnest, including lessons on map 
reading, and BATCO revision, by Cpls DagnaU and Widdicombe 
respectively. Cpl Roy Poulton a gourmet, delivered a lecture on ' living 
off the land' , during which he proceeded to demonstrate the 
abundance of flora and fauna readily available for those unlucky 
enough to need it. To round off the morning' s instruction, SSgt Billy 
Che tout demonstrated how to prepare a chicken which the sections 
then had to undertake, points, being awarded towards the section 
competition. 

LCpl Burns, Bravo Tp tucking into his chicken during the survival 
training. Looking on SSgt Chesnut (the head chef), Sgt Stockel! 

and SSgt Meadows 

The afternoon's activity consisted of NBC, first aid, and command 
tasks, _as taugh! by ~Sgt Paul Meadows. After the evening meal, came 
a spel11Dg test, ID which LCpl 'Taff' Kerr won the ' Baldrick' prize and 
the. u.ndisputed rig~t to sta~d i!l the corner. At 1930 hrs, the night's 
acuvuy began-a rught navigation exercise. Results varied with some 
teams wishing they had paid a little more attention to' the earlier 
i~t~ction. However all teams made it back to the finishing post by 
m1drught. 
Th~ last. day o~ the exercise and the competition. Activities included 

a radio. onenteenng .exercise, consolidating, and putting into practice 
the pomts learned ID Cpl 'Widdy' Widdkombe's BATCO lesson. 
Command tasks and initiative tests followed and the section 
competition culminated in an assault course race'. 

Although overall scores were close, LCpl Tim Chapman's section 
took the 'best ~ection' title. !t is true to say that all participants 
lean~ed somethmg w.h~tber 1t was knowledge gained during a 
parucular l~son o~ activity, or simply by seeing how others performed 
m surroundmgs different from those normally encountered. 
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RUGBY 
The Regimental Rugby Team is enjoying its most successful season 

ever, having won the (BR) RCZ Major Units Final of the Army Rugby 
Union Challenge Cup by convincingly beating 21 Sig Regt by 18 pts 
to 7 pts in Diisseldorf in November 1991. 

The winning team 

MARCH REPORTS 
In front of a large crowd of supporters, predominantly from the 

Regiment, the scene was set for a typical 'grudge' match against the 
Regiment's old rivals. The first 15 minutes was to set the scene with 
LCpl John Berry dropping a goal and SSgt (FofS) Tony Woolaston 
scoring a well chased try. A penalty followed giving the Regiment a 
lead of 12 points after the first quarter. 

Unfortunately, the team began to relax before the break and let the 
opposition back into the game with a converted penalty. Despite some 
strong half time words from the Captain, John Berry, the Regiment 
still didn't maintain its early dominance by letting the opposition in 
for a well taken try. 

With 25 minutes remaining, LCpl John Berry dropped a well taken 
goal which inspired the team to reassert itself. From this point 
onwards defeat was not considered as more forward pressure resulted 
in another converted penalty by the Captain. 

The final result of 18-7 was not representative of missed 
opportunities. Winning the cup for the first time in history was a 
memorable occasion, with all players and supporters setting their 
sights on further success in the Army Cup. 

The team travelled to Gutersloh to play 26 Fd Regt RA in the 
quarter final of the BAOR Major Units Challenge Cup on 4 
December. 

J'.rom . th~ kick-off, our team dominated the game, spending long 
penods ms1de the Gunners 22. However, it was unable to convert its 
territorial advantage into points. The Gunners were awarded a 
number of penalties and one, just before half time, was converted into 
three points. These three points triggered our team into greater efforts 
and from the kick-off, the team went straight back at the Gunners and 
Cpl Torno Thomas scored an excellent try in the corner. Half time 
score saw us leading by 4 pts to 3 pts. 

The secon~ half .saw mor~ sustained pressure and this brought the 
reward of pomts with two tnes from Sgt Bill Innes and one from SSgt 
(FofS) Tony Woolaston, both converted by LCpl John Berry. We 
were really in command now. 

The final score was Regiment 25 pts, 26 Fd Regt RA 6 pts. 
The semi-final was played on a neutral ground at BMH Rinteln on 

18 December, against the Royal Welsh Fusiliers from Berlin. Despite 
the awesome reputation of the RWF and the fact that we had a 
weakened pack due to injury, our team was confident that it could 
play a gai_ne befitting a semi-final. For the first forty minutes, there 
was. nothmg between the teams with both sides coming close to 
sconng: however for some reason, the first half was stretched to 50 
minutes and it was during the last ten minute period that the RWF 
scored one converted and one unconverted try taking the score to 
0-10. ' 
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As the second half progressed, the superiority of the RWF team took 
its toll on us, preventing our backs from receiving any decent ball 
whereas the RWF backs were experiencing the opposite. Despite this 
command of possession, our team resolutely stuck to the tasks of 
defending and counter attacking. With twenty minutes to go the RWF 
struck thrice in five minutes with one converted and two unconverted 
tries. Our team was by now extremely tired but still managed to stop 
the RWF scoring again until the dying minutes of the game. The 
winning margin of 36 pts did not truly reflect the run of play. 

WRAC REBADGING CEREMONY 
To mark the integration of the WRAC into the Corps a rebadging 

ceremony was held on Saturday 11 January 92 in the gymnasium at 
Mercury Barracks. The twelve WRAC from Comms and Tm Tps 
paraded under the command of Sgt Sue King for the CO Lt Col P . 
A. R. Rouse while the RSM WOI (RSM) Mick Orange kept a close 
eye on the proceedings. 

Sgt Sue King invited the CO to inspect the ranks-after which he 
took up his position at the front of the parade. Each individual then 
marched forward in turn and were welcomed into the Corps by the CO 
who presented them with their new berets and cap badges. 

In his addres·s, the CO bade fond farewell to the WRAC and 
welcomed the new Signallers into the Corps. 

The parade was followed by a visit to the Tudor Bar where a 
sumptuous buffet lunch was provided to celebrate this historic 
0ccasion and also perhaps a little sadness at leaving our old Corps. 

A WORLD OF 
EXPERIENCE 
As a leading supplier of technica l and 

professional support services to defence and 

aerospace industries worldwide, A irwork is a 

company whose techn ical expertise comes second 

to none. To keep it that way, we ask only the best 

people to jo in us, and we ore always keen to hear 

from those who hove the benefit of a services 

background . If you' re about to leave the forces we 

now hove openings for: 

Foreman of Signals, Radio and Systems 

Technicians to work on civi l ian contracts in the 
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CO Lt Col P. A. R. Rouse inspects the parade 

Middle East, as port of a large, highly motivated 

expatriate team. 

•Tax free salaries and allowances • Free 

messing and air-conditioned accommodation • 

Free medical care • me fife assul'Cl1lce • Good 

sporting and recreational facilities • Enjoyable 

social conditions • R•f °"ge~ero_us leave with 

paid UK air passages a lnterestmg ond 

challenging work • Th• chance of promotion. 

Why not write (no stomp required) qvoting 

ref 007, with CV, to the Recruitment ManO'ger, 

Airwork Limited, FREEPOST, Christchurch, Dorset 

BH23 6BR or telephone (0202) 572271 ext 2214 for 

on application form. 

OAirwork 
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l Q ADRON 
PERSONALITIES 

qn Comd Maj S. J. Turpin 
21C Capt J. C. Gillespie 
SSM W02 (SSM) P. R. Abbott, W Tp Comd Lt C. Holdsworth, X 
Tp Comd Lt R. J.B. Spencer, Y Tp Comd 2Lt B. D. A. Kite, YofS 
S gt (YofS) C. J. Montgomery, FofS SSgt (FofS) C. M. Tyson. 

RUGBY 
l Squadron was able to field a very strong team for this year's 

Regimental Inter-Squadron Rugby Competition. SSgt Grant Pocock 
and Sgt Tim Qay put in consistenlly strong performance-s and were 
the mainstay of a team that took the Squadron to its third successive 
year of victory in the competition. 

BOXING 
The Squadron pugilists were led and coached by SSgt Mick 

Fitzpatrick and Cpl 'Harry' Hukin. This team put in a strong 
performance with eight of the team making the semifinals. It was at 
this stage that the 2 Troop officers made an exit from the competition 
leaving LCpl Rob Tubbs (Light Heavy Weight) and LCpl Stu Burton 
(Heavy Weight) to bring honour to the Squadron in the finals. 
Excellent performances by both men saw both of them triumph over 
very able opponents. LCpl Tubbs has since acquired a new skill-the 
ability to smell round corners. 

HELLO'S AND GOODBYES 
Yankee Tp welcomes SSgt Chris Moye and Whiskey Tp welcomes 

SSgt Honeyman, both arrived from 13 Sig Regt. 
Farewell to Capt John Stuart who has been posted to Blandford

well not so much a posting, more just having a change of Hockey 
strip. 

PROMOTIONS 
Congratulations to W02 (SSM) Phil Abbott on his promotion to 

WO! and to SSgts Grant Pocock, Stephen Wollard and John 
Honeyman on their promotion to W02. 

2SQUADRON 
SHQ 
Sqn Comd Maj R. O. N. Evans 
2IC Capt D. W. McCreatb 
SSM W02 (SSM) D. Toon, SQMS SSgt (SQMS) A. Balderstone, 
YofS SSgt (YofS) D. Marriott, FofS SSgt (FofS) R. Lane, MT Sgt Sgt 
P. Comes, Sqn Clerk Sig Cutler. 

It would appear we have a busy time ahead. The number of 
exercises planned for the next five months will keep the pay office 
employed full time in sorting out separation allowances, already the 
wives are gleefully rubbing their hands in anticipation . 

We have said farewell to Maj John Gale, the outgoing Sqn Comd, 
bound for the hallowed warrens of MOD. Our best wishes go with 
him, his wife Victoria and the children. A warm welcome to the new 
incumbent, Maj Richard Evans, his wife Marian and the chi ldren. 

KILO TROOP 
Tp Comd Capt Mark Finneran 
21C W02 Mark Dickson RA Signals 
Admin SSgt Steve Barnes, Bay Sgt Sgt Andy Evans, Admin Sgt Den 
Morris, Bay Sgt Sgt Mick Wray BEM. 

Kilo Tp have had an interesting though hectic few months with 
visits, exercises and demonstrations throughout Europe 'pumping up 
the jam' in Denmark, Germany and France making anyones radio 
exercise just a little more interesting for all concerned. The most 
recent recipients of our special anention have been the Hussars in 
Soltau and 3 Armd Div around Munster on Ex Red Tricorn. The latter 
exercise proved most interesting to our newly arrived Australian 2IC 
W02 Mark Dickson who navigated around Germany whilst trying to 
get his mouth around seemingly unpronounceable German village 
names. 

Sgt Andy Evans, is taking over from Sgt Mick Wray BEM who is 
madly preparing for his retirement. Andy says it is all as clear as mud 
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so far but we are sure he will get the hang of it . 
Our intrepid EDs have had plenty to keep them busy with LCpl 

'A trix' Gaul fixing the equipment and Sig 'Bev' Bevan unfixing them 
as only Bev can. 

Sgt Den Morris and LCpl '450' Smith represented the Regiment in 
France in December 1991. They supported 54 Regements De 
Transmission laying the ground work for future interaction . They 
must have completed their assignments as it looks hopeful that Kilo 
Tp will soon be 'pumping up the jam' on a few French exercises and 
making life difficult for the French Yeoman of Signals. 

Our latest trip to France was in January . It saw several members of 
the Troop delivering two Bromure Jammers for refurbishment and 
picking up two refurbished ones at the same time. The trip went well 
though 4,000kms at 50kmh is no fun. Congratulations must go to Cpl 
'Kenny' Kennedy and Cpl 'Wicksy' Whittaker who have now 
mastered the art of ordering a Big Mac and Frits in any French 
McDonalds. 

The Troop bids warm welcomes to its new 2IC, W02 Mark Dickson 
and new Sgt, Sgt Andy Evans. We sadly say farewell to W02 Keith 
Baker, Sgt Den Morris and all our operators that have been 
transferred to Victor Tp . 

Lastly, but certainly not least , we congratulate Capt Mark Finneran 
on his recent triumphs in cross country skiing and remind him there 
is always a job here for him if he wants it. We also pass on our best 
wishes to Sig 'Gilly' Gillet and his wife on their recent marriage. 

ROMEO TROOP 
Tp Comd Capt Roy Freeman 

· 2IC W02 Cas Hayes 
Welcome to Sgt Warren Howard and his wife Tracie, Cpl Trevor 

Prosser, Cpl Stephen Moffat and his wife Janet, Cpl Simon Parr, 
LCpls Chris McLaughlin, David Ashley and Tony Smith. Farewells to 
Sgt Andy Chapman and his wife Mhairi, Cpls Gavin Wilson, Phil 
Horrocks and LCpl Lawrence Weston. 

Now for something completely different. In mid December an 
invitation was received from I Armoured Division Transport 
Regiment to send four members of the Regiment with them on a 
French Commando Course at Vieux-Breisach. The challenge was duly 
met by Sgts Penfold Hicks, Kev Jones and LCpl '450' Smith of 2 
Squadron, and Sgt Geordie Usher of I Squadron. 

The course ran from 5 January to 25 January and consisted of aerial 
assault courses, unarmed combat, aerial assault courses, explosive 
lessons, aerial assault courses, survival, aerial assault courses, river 
crossings and assault in 'Zodiac' boats. The assault courses range in 
height from 15ft to 68ft and range in difficulty from a simple 6ft jump 
with a 4ft drop (25ft up) to a 'Death Drop' from a tower at 60ft. This 
provides all the 'thrills' of a balloon parachute jump without the 
parachute! The course culminated with a four day exercise combining 
all of the training undertaken on the course. To replace tne last day 
the French CO of the school threw in a 30km Tab with an explosives 
assault mid-way through. 

All 23 of the British contingent succeeded in passing the course 
fairly comfortably and returned to their respective units able now to 
kill in French . 

VICTOR TROOP 
Tp Comd Capt Mark Finneran 
2IC W02 George Dewar 
Tp SSgt SSgt Andy Campbell. 

The Troop says farewell to SSgt Pat Hannan , he will be much 
missed. This time it was face 326 (the smile), as he departed for 9 Sig 
Regt. One could be excused for thinking he was reforming the Troop 
in Cyprus as some six members of the Troop will serve there with him. 
It was farewell also to two of those six, LCpls Mike Surtees and Paddy 
Brown. 

The Troop had its fair share of adventurous training with Ex Snow 
Diamond and LCpls Mitch Mitchell and Steve Davison doing well 
representing the Regiment on Ex Vikings Lope, led by Capt Mark 
Finneran . 

Finally congratulations are in order and peace for everyone, as 
LCpl Cam Logan is promoted to Corporal. 
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3SQUADRON 
PERSONALITIES 
Sqn Comd Maj Vyv Thatcher 
2IC Capt Murray Coleman 
SSM W02 (SSM) Mal Geer, RCP Tp Comd 2Lt Rob Whelan, Comms 
Tp Comd W02 (YofS) Brian Pritchard, Sqn FofS W02 (FofS) Bob 
Hamilton. . . 

The Squadron has seen a number of changes; Maj Bernie Hewitt 
departed for Northern Ireland with a rousing and well deserved send 
off and was replaced as OC Sqn by Maj Vyv Thatcher from BATUS. 
2Lt Rob Whelan arrived from Blandford to take over RCP Tp. The 
previous incumbent had been W02 (YofS) Brian Pritchard who has 
now become Tp Commander of Comms Tp. WOt (YofS) Pete Barron 
has gone to Ops in Block 21, otherwise known as The Ivory Tower. 

RCP Tp, 3 Sqn 
Sigs Shawcross, Gardner, LCpls Lea~er and ~ver~nd 

Sigs Anderson, Wilson , LCpl Mahoney, S1gs Dernie, Kidd, LCpl 
Gill, Sigs Philbin, Younge, LCpl Wilson, Sigs Bury and .woodman 
Cpls Parkin, McGaw, Sgt Rutland , 2Lt Whelan, Sgt Wilson, Cpls 

Carley, Feasey and 'Jessie' 

January saw us at Langeleben for a week's training. In ~ddition. to 
practising military skills the Squadron had a couple of mterestmg 
visits laid on. The first was to 13/ 18 Royal Hussars (Queen Mary's 
Own) at Wolfenbuttel who had laid on a busy and varied programme. 
In addition to learning about the role of the Regiment, there was the 
opportunity to ' play ' with some of their more spe_cialised equipme~t. 
The Striker simulator proved most popular bemg on a par with 
something you normally find at the seaside. Sig Clarke claimed the 
highest hit rate and by all accounts plays a decent game of snooker too 
which just goes to show that a mis-spent youth. can re~p S?me 
dividends . Sig Dernie scattered 13/ISH troopers m all duect1ons 
whilst discovering the acceleration capability of a Scorpion and with 
a tilt of his beret and a sneer declared, 'Hey, we don't all drive box 
bodies for a living y'know'. He has since been heard to mutter that 
his 436 could do with a bit more 'oomph' . 

Another 'away day' was spent with the German Civil Police at 
Braunschweig where we were treated to a display of unarmed combat 
which impressed everyone except the squadron boxing squad. In 
addition to seeing the range of communications facilities available to 
the GCP , we were shown some of the more specialised vehicles 
available to them for crowd control. As vehicles that looked like a 
future generation of armoured personnel carriers emerged it seemed 
that the GCP had been equipped for a secondary role as mechanised 
infantry. The water cannon was a popular attraction where spectators 
were quickly reminded that a 'danger area' existed, particularly if you 
didn't have a spare, dry, set of clothing. Our host on the water canon 
introduced himself as Drier whereupon some wag immediately 
pointed out that he must be Herr Drier, (Hair Drier) which seemed 
appropriate . 

One of the highlights of the New Year came when, under the 
auspices of W02 (SSM) 'Bart' Geer and SSgt Scotty Sherrard, the 
Squadron once again lifted the Inter Squadron Boxing Trophy, 
winning by a clear 16 points over the runners up. 3 Sqn fielded a team 
of 26 for training who between them shed 112.5 kilos in the run up 
to the competition. The following were finalists: 
Featherweight LCpl Burke (Winner) 
Light Welterweight LCpl Mileham (Winner) 

Welterweight 
Light Middleweight 
Middleweight 

Sig Anderson (Runner up) 
LCpl Feasey (Runner up) 
Sig Thornton (Runner up) 
Cpl Cox (Winner) 
LCpl Naylor (Runner up) 
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The following were stopped in the semi-finals: 
Welterweight Sig Walsh 
Light Middleweight Sig Kidd 
Light Heavyweight 2Lt Whelan, Sig Gardner 
Heavyweight Sig Demie 

Finally congratulations to Sgt Dave and Gaynor Wilson; LCpl 
Marti and Angela Burke and to Cpl Spike and Deirdre Harding on 
their new arrivals. 

EXERCISE WHITE ARROW 
Saturday 11 January dark o'clock, the regimental downhill team 

set off south to take on the might of I Armd Div, without the seem~g
ly endless resources of the majority of other teams. Pre season t~a.m
ing had to be planned carefully, a full day <;in the fell horn .pracusmg 
the racing snowplough seemed to do the tnck and we amved at Le 
Grand Bornan<l (France) on Monday 13 raring to go. 

The team (consisting of Capt (QM) Bill White MBE, WOt (Yo~S) 
Pete Barron and Sig Simon Barker) spent the next ten days h.urthn.g 
downhill under-in-and sometimes-out of-control, despite this 
we managed to finish in all team even1:5, ~king a scalp or. two in t~e 
team giant slalom and amazed the seedmg Judges by chmbmg steadily 
through the rankings (the QM almost got into the top 50 at one stage). 

Our thanks go to the competitors and officials who gave us 
encouragement and advice whenever it was needed, perhaps I 
shouldn't mention that the team members scooped all the vete~ans 
prizes (possibly because we had the only two veterans at the meetmg) 
but be warned, now we know what to do! 

Downhill Ski Team 

EXERCISE VIKING LOPE 
Capt Mark Finneran led the Regiment cross country ~kiing te~.on 

Ex Viking Lope. Few of the team were experts, as their roller-skung 
in camp showed. However, once on snow, the training paid off and 
while we did not win any prizes we enjoyed ourselves . 

From l to R: LCpl Tubbs, Capt Finneran , LCpl Davison and Cpl 
Davies 
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16 Sig Regt 
BFPO 35 

TRAINING WING 
PERSO LITI 

Offr Comd Capt S. C. Workman 
Trg WO W02 Little 
YofS gt ors) exby, SSI S gt Whitake.r, Courses SNCO 
W gt Morgan, In tr uctors Sgt Dean, Sgt Scoins, Cour es CO, 
WCpl Pearson . 

EXERCISE FAST TRACK 
Ex Fast Track was the Regiment's first mixed Cadre Course. 
On Sunday 17 ovember 25 student assembled in Bradbury 

Barracks to begin the two week Course. 
The first week consisted of the usual training with an introduction 

to ome new subjects such as Orders, M of I , Command Tasks, Log 
Race, Prisoner-of-War Handling and Weapon Training with SA80 
and SAWES. 

The second week began with a 72 hour field phase on Haltern 
Training Area. Even though we had received some excellent Map 
Reading instruction and were in possession of SSgt Whitaker's 
formidable Aide Memoire both platoons had difficulty in finding its 
location . 

All too soon we found ourselves on our way back to Krefeld and 
the Pass Off Parade. 

ig McGunnigle was nominated as Parade Commander and Sig 
Carlson as Right Marker. After the inspection and March Past, Lt Col 
Ross the Inspecting Officer presented the Lord Trophy to the Best 
Student, Sig Carlson. A special mention must go to the Parade 
Commander Sig McGunnigle for his professionalism. 

After the Parade we retired to the Warrant Officers ' and Sergeants' 
Mess for an excellent end-of-course lunch. The overall impression 
from the students was that they had all learned a lot and had 
thoroughly enjoyed the course. 

A if to validate the course the day the course ended RSM and RO 
advised that Sig McGunnigle was promoted to LCpl and posted to 
Berlin. Cpl Dean our trusty First Aid Instructor was promoted to Sgt 
on the morning of the Pass Off Parade. 

The Moral of the Story is: If you want to further your career then 
your name must appear here. 

SQUASH 
For the second time in three years the Regimental Squash 'A' Team 

won the Inter-Unit section of the Corps Squash Championships held 
at the AA Coll Harrogate from 18 to 22 November. The team 
consisted of W02 Clyde Atherley, Sgt 'Tiny' Phillips and Sgt 'Bagsy' 
Bain also achieved good results in other events and rounded off a 
successful championship by being selected to represent the Corps at 
the Inter Corps competition the following weekend. 

The Inter Unit final saw us matched against our old rivals 21 Sig 
Regt, who although mi~sin~ their second seed and Corps champion 
LCpl Dave Gallagher, still fielded a very strong team, consisting of (in 
seed order) Army No 2, Sgt Tom Pollard, SSgt Alex Hamilton and Sgt 
John Ashley. It was a foregone conclusion that if we lost at No 3 we 
~ould 

1
lose. ove~all and a~ter a strong talk by W02 Atherley,' Sgt 

Bagsy B~. still recovenng from h~rd games the previous day did 
battle agamst Sgt John Ashley. Calling on all his reserves 'Bagsy' 
fu;ially w~l! 3-2: Tiny, who had an outstanding tournament, made no 
mistakes m beatmg Alex, 3-0. Much to the relief of Clyde Atherley 
it was decided,. not to play the No 1 seeds, as the match had already 
been won and m any case, Tom Pollard was unbeatable. 

Apart fro!" w~n~ t!ie Inter Units, '.ind being selected to represent 
the Corps, m the md1v1dual event, 'Tmy' Phillips reached the semi 
finals (beating W02 Marty Altham on the way), 'Bagsy' reached the 
fmal of the Plate and Clyde Atherley lost to Marty Altham in the final 
of the over 35s. 

In ,the Corps team, 'Tiny' played at No 3, Clyde Atherley at No 5 
and Bagsy' was first reserve. 

2 SQUADRON 
HQ 

Sqn Comd Maj Mike Complin 
2IC Capt Jim Forrest 
SSM W02 (SSM) Barry Spiers, YofS W02 (YofS) Garry Stratton 
Fors Sgt (Fors) Nick Fordyce, Clerk Pte Debbie Yates. ' 

Welcome to W02 (Yors) Garry S~ratton and family from 4 Sig Gp, 
SSgt (FofS) Nick Fordyce and family from Berlin andWPte Debbie 
Yates, who has escaped from RHQ. 

Fare.~ell .to Maj Mike Complln ~nd Coral, .off t? the wee 'Big 
House m Bielefeld. To them all we wish the best m the1r new postings. 
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SIERRA TROOP 
PERSO ALITIES 
Tp Comd 2Lt Kate Pope 
Tp SSgt SSgt Danny Mills 

The Troop has managed a little success on the sporting front : well 
done to the Badminton Team now proud holders of the Badmi nton 
Leicester Trophy Cup, and to Sgt 'Bagsy' Bain fo r his success in 
basketball, squash, foo tball, cricket . . . 

COMINGS AND GOINGS 
Recent arrivals include Sgt 'Tim' Perry and family, Cpl 'Chalky' 

White and his wife Angela, LCpl 'Paul ' Anderson , Sigs 'Tony' 
Roberts, 'Scouse' Edwards and Pte 'Ali' Hughes. To make room on 
the nominal roll we bid farewell to Cpl 'Mich' Maynard who moves 
to 3 Div Sig Regt on promotion, LCpl 'Dave' Harris to 7 Sig Regt; 
also to LCpl ' Paul ' Ainger, LCpl 'Chippy' Wood and Sig 'Ches' 
Cheshire to whom we wish the best of luck in civvy street. 

The Troop would like to congratulate LCpl ' Jimmy' Frew on his 
marriage to Katie. Congratulations also go to LCpl 'Simo' Simock 
LCpl 'Dave' Owen, and LCpl 'Paul' Anderson on being selected fo; 
promotion . 

JULIET TROOP 
PERSONALITIES 
Tp Comd 2Lt Andy McCole 
Tp SSgt SSgt Tom Benson 

Arrivals include 2Lt Andy McCole straight from the factory and Sgt 
Al Barnett (first tour in Germany). Among the excess baggage on our 
conveyer belt we've found Sigs Rob Howe, Nick Swift, Al Hottinger, 
Steve Turner and Pte Wendy Hindley. Congratulations to Cpl Bob 
Lamont and Rena on their recent arrival , baby son Alan. 
. Goodbye and best wishes go to Cpl Andy Cooper, on his way to 

c1vvy street, LCpl Steve Clarke posted to 7 Sig Regt and Sig Steve 
Humphries who got a free transfer to local rivals, Sierra Tp . 

KILO TROOP 
Take a couple of Centrals, a Store and Forward, and an ELG. Stir 

slowly and add four Seniors . Continue stirring and add twenty Junior 
Ranks. Next, place mixture into an office and leave for a few months. 
En~ result: Kilo Tp. Kilo Tp, by name, Kilo Tp by nature: the average 
weight of each member would do justice to the England pack. LCpl 
Nora Battye himself provides two members of the scrum. 

The Troop is headed by SSgt Roland the Rat Davies, who insists on 
calling the Troop his rat fans. Other notable members are: LCpl 
Scouse Littler, ~ho ha~ his own TC number; Sig Ashworth who 
a.lways leaves an 1mpress1on; LCpl Benson who has signed off so many 
t!Illes that the RHQ now get him to sign with water soluble pens. 

The Troop has seen several comings and goings since its recent 
fo~mation: Sgt Mar~ Bennett posted on promotion to 30 Sig Regt; Sgt 
Micky Wheater arrived from 3 Sqn on promotion; Sgt Ivor Bailey 
posted to HQ Sqn; LCpl Ginge Mitchell arrived from 13 Sig Regt; Sig 
Eskdale who has come from the factory. 

With a number of Regimental sportsmen in the Troop we hope to 
shine in all forthcoming events, to show that the RAT can ROAR. 

EXERCISE SURE TRIO IV 
OR 
'WHAT WILL HE THINK OF NEXT?' 
J Tp Comd 2Lt Andy McCoie 
S Tp Comd 2Lt Katie Pope 
K Tp Comd SSgt Ian Davies. 

When Sqn Comd 2 Sqn, Maj Mike Complin, announced we could 
attend his exercise, Ex Sure Trio IV, we knew that we could expect 
something different. 
. The format of the exercise started as much as any other: Squadron 

lined up on the square, tools and flags laid out, SOP kit readied . 
Tp Comd reported to Sqn Comd 2 for the first O Group of the 

week. The fust of the proverbial 'Fastballs' came, these being: Tp 
Comd 'Jack' Tp to produce a permanent training aid model to help 
demonstrate how the resupply system operates. Tp Comd Kilo 
~quared, or 'Kilo by name Kilogram by nature' was tasked to help but 
m fact spent most of his time trying to find a kettle that hadn't been 
packed. 
. 'Siesta' Tp.Comd found herself and her node going to Mulheim to 

give a Ptarmigan and SC~A.<n brie~ing to the RCT. The Tp SSgt, 
SSgt Danny Mills became mt1mate with a landrover with no wheels 
in a sand pit. ' ' 

THE WIRE, APRIL 1992 

Due to other Regimental commitments, Kilo deployed with only 
two Radio Relay Ops, two Eds, one Lineman, and a SNCO who was 
still trying to find a kettle. The next two days saw both trunk nodes 
engaged in the usual frenzy of frantic movement, communicating 
(well, sometimes) with drills becoming quicker and slicker as the week 
progressed. The troops defended themselves against a troop of 
Sappers. 

With that, add three heaped table spoons of a 21 Sig Regt Cadre 
Course, four ounces of RCT doing a skid pan course, good dollops 
of bad weather . 

Wednesday evening and yet another 0 Group . We were all relieved 
but, a little apprehensive as to why we should be going back to 
barracks so soon. A ll was revealed by Tp Comd 2, much to the 
amusement of our Radio Relay Ops-Sigs Myra Hindley and Emlyn 
Hughes. A Gazelle would shortly whisk away the Tp Comds for 
recces. RAF Chinooks would arrive later to take the boys and girls on 
a jolly to Haltern Training area. 

This left the Tp Comds stranded at Haltern, having to recover 
back with the SQMS complex under the beady eye of SQMS SSgt 
'Taff' Thomas. The news was we ended up with a night in, not out. 
This was good for the Siesta Tp chef LCpl Willie Walker, who at least 
got to celebrate his 24th birthday in some style. 

W02 (SSM) Barry Spiers was a little depressed, after his planned 
night shoot, involving almost the entire Squadron and over 6,000 
rounds of ammunition, could not be released. 

The final day of the exercise was replanned as a slow time training 
for heli-ops with the universal chinooks again. Unfortunately no 
amount of 0 Groups had allowed for the only fog bank in Germany, 
situated around us on a local training area. 

With hindsight it was a di fferent week which kept us on our toes, 
rumour and speculation being at fever pitch for the entire five days. 

WOMENS' SERVICES INTER UNIT NETBALL-BERLIN 
The Regiment Ladies Netball team spent a great weekend in Berlin, 

where they entered the Berlin and BAOR (WS) Inter Unit Netball 
Championships. After several hard fought matches they won their 

pool and we!lt through to the em1-finaJ5 to p a_ HQ l (BR l Corp , 
alias Bielefeld Garrison-including elements of our fourth Squadron! 
A fierce match en ued but HQ 1 (BR) Corps were eventual victors, 
final score 11-10. 

Despite losing in the semi-finals, the Regiment came third, having 
put up a good show. Of course netball wasn't the only thing 
happening in Berlin, and the whole team went out on the town. 

The Regiment Netball after the Berlin and BAOR (WS) Inter Unit 
Netball Competition 

L to R: 2Lt Roo Pennell WAAC, W02 'Twiggy' Twiggs, Cpl Mandy 
Brazier, LCpl Julie Stroudley and Sgt Pat Millar 

L to R: Cpl Al i Morrow, Sgt Mel Crowther, LCpl Williams and Sig 
Carolyn Murray 

LEAVING THE FORCES? 
Deciding what to do next is not 
just a trivial pursuit 
IF YOU are leaving the Armed Forces, you have important 
decisions to make, many of them financial. In making them, 
you need the best possible advice and this is where we can 
help you. 

As Independent Financial Consultants, we aim to give you 
the best advice for your individual needs. We can help you 
select the most appropriate course of action. 

To find out how, contact us on 0272 239400 asking for 
Peter Booker or Malcolm Daisley. Alternatively, send back 
the coupon and we will contact you. 

Kalland & Partners Limited 
Pannell House, Litfield Place 

Clifton , Bristol BS8 3LX 

Appointed Representative of 
The Burns-Anderson Independent 

Network PLC 
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,-----------------------------------------------
' Please contact me to to discuss how Kelland & Partners 

may be able to help in my financial planning. 

Name 

Address~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Post Code~~~~~ 

Tel 

119 



Pi ture the cene; 0930 hrs, RHQ corridor, CO's Orders and 
Interviews tanding by . . . 

The defaulter i marched in, dealt with summarily and exits suitably 
cha ti ed. 

Intere ted onlooker-'What did you get mate?' 
SUCA-'28 day, it could have been much wore I suppose.' 

ext, the young fit keen JNCO marches smartly in for his 
interview ... 

lntere ted onlooker-'What happened?' 
'Posted to HQ, 3 years ... poor beggar.' 
Interested onlooker creep away, who knows, there might be 

another vacancy . . . ? 

HQ SQUADRON 
Sqn Comd Maj Pat Maloney 
21C Capt Mick Pawlak 
SSM W02 (SSM) Geoff Baldr)', SQMS SSgt (SQMS) Linda 
Williamson, Sqn Clk Sig Chris Atkinson. 

We all know that, without the administrative support (cooks and 
bottlewashers) provided by HQ Sqn, no Regiment can fulfil its role. 
The last 12 months has underlined this fact and the preparations for 
Drawdown leading to disbandment mean that the 'providers and 
fixers' will once again earn their wages. Before this develops into a 
glowing 'CR' for HQ Sqn, (which we all deserve), a brief rundown on 
the Squadrons recent sporting successes . . . 

Fourth place-Inter Squadron Athletics, Inter Squadron Cross 
Country, Football, Rugby and Sailing. First (possibly a lie)-Cricket. 
First (possibly a misprint)-Hockey. 

Obviously, unlike the 'Sabre' Sqns we don't spend all our time 
training on the sports field (as their RSIT reports prove ... )! 

MT TROOP 
MTWO W02 (MTWO) Mal Barker 
Tp SSgt SSgt Norri Ruddiman 
The Workers Sgts Ned Kelly, Neal Fletcher. 

We have a few farewells to make, firstly farewell and best wishes 
to Cpl John Nicholls and Dvr Rowley. Also fond farewell to Sgt Pete 
Casson RCT. He has been with the unit for many years and will be 
truly missed by all on the vehicle park. The Troop welcomes Sgt Dave 
Holding RCT and Sig Dave Brady, we wish them a pleasant tour with 
the Troop. 

QM(A) DEPT 
QM Maj M. A. Robinson 
RQMS W02 (RQMS) Geordie Knox 
SQMS SSgt (SQMS) Al Jarwood, Sgt Tony Moses, Cpl Dave Nadin, 
LCpl Ollie Oliver. 

We wave goodbye to Sgt John 'Hoppy' Hopkinson leaving us for 
8 Sig Regt. We wish the best of luck to John, Karen and the family. 

We welcome LCpl 'Ollie' (But I'm a PTI) Oliver who was dragged 
kicking and screaming into the department, never mind Ollie it gets 
better. 

Whilst the future of Churchill Barracks is still in doubt, the 
majority of the Regiment now have a rough idea where they are going 
and when. The QM assures us that if we have a good handover we will 
all be posted to Cyprus or Hong Kong and if you believe that you'll 
believe anything. 

M TROOP 
Tp Comd Capt Chas Dowie 
FofS WOl (FofS) Tony Brend 
FofS W02 (FofS) Tony Amplett, SSgt Chris Barlow. 

Still in the chair of the streamlined Mike Tp is the forces favourite 
SSgt Barlow. Staff Barlow decided that Mike Tp, consisting of eight 
other ranks, should take part in the Regimental skill at arms 
competition. The boys were suitably impressed and set about the task, 
showing the customary enthusiasm for which they are renowned . 
Surprisingly, not least to themselves, Mike Tp was runner-up in the 
Falling Plate. 

Mike Tp has recently lost Cpl Mac Mackinnon to civvy street and 
also, sadly, W02 Tony Ampletl to 15 Sig Regt, both will be greatly 
missed and we wish them both luck in the future . 

Ah well, back to work . 
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22 Sig Regt 
BFPO 107 

TELEGRAM FROM THE QM(T) DEPT 
From: Capt Mick Fogg, W02 (RQMS) Ian Kirkpatrick, SSgt Erich 

Ridley, Sgts Derek Livesey, Scholly Martwich, Cpls Dan Nicoll, John 
Vernon, LCpls Steve Pettitt, Darren Smith, Sigs Rob Jones, David 
Lewis, Jason Durkin, Mr Bob Heightley and Mr Dane Newton. 
Having a lovely time wish you were here stop 
Op Granby almost filed away stop 
Christmas was hectic party was great-thanks to Cpls Dan Nicoll, 

John Vernon, John Parker stop 
Welcome to LCpl Al Bolton and wife Caroline stop 
Also to Sgt Scholly Martwich and wife Crystal (for a little while) 

stop 
Farewell to Cpl Al Butler and wife Beatte stop 
Got to go stop 

EXERCISE BRINEY TRIANGLE 
Lt James Giscombe 

Ex Briney Triangle was a sub aqua diving expedition in the Isle de 
Hyeres on the South Coast of France. 

The expedition had two aims; firstly to upgrade members of the 
Lippstadt Station Sub Aqua Club from novice to sports diver; and 
secondly to gain experience of diving in Mediterranean waters. 

It was organised and led by Lt Giscombe, ably supported by W02 
(QM.SI) Steve Simcox the diving instructor. The other members of the 
party were W02 Graham Stacey, Cpl Dave Wotherspoon, LBdr 
Charlie Child, LCpl Daz Saul, Sig Bruce Sunley and LCpl Stu 
Phillips. 

Phase I consisted of a 36 hour journey during which the QMSI kept 
us all awake with his self taught rally driving techniques; very 
impressive in a VW minibus! 

On arrival in Hyeres the next task was to find an understanding 
campsite Concierge who would allow us to run the compressor for the 
air bottles. This equipment has a similar effect on tranquility as a 
power drill in a monastery! Fortunately the people at the Clair de 
Lune campsite were very tolerant and welcomed our presence. The 
fact that it was the end of the tourist season may have helped and they 
certainly seemed to need the money judging by the prices charged! 'Le 
profit margin' and 'Cest la way things go monsieur' they said. The 
next few days were taken up with training and testing. This was done 
in calm waters and refamiliarised the divers with their equipment. 
Diving was carried out in deeper sea waters during the last three days. 
The divers worked in pairs and team work developed quickly; 
especially W02 Graham (where's he got to now!) Stacey's and Sig 
Bruce 'wanderer' Sunley's team! LBdr Charlie Child and A. N. Other 
(all right it was me!) devised the little practised technique of the '30 
minutes dive with 26 minutes of air in tank!', while the final dive of 
the expedition by Cpl Dave Wotherspoon explored the mysteries of 
the sea ... only this time without water! And then it was time to go 
home. 

Cpl Dave Wotherspoon, LCpls Stu Phillips and Daz Saul Kitting up 
before the dive. Port-du-Niel harbour in the background 
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30 Sig Regt 
Blandford Camp 

BRITISH EMPIRE MEDAL PRESENTATION 
SSgt Paul Horton, Sgt Keith Hibbins and Cpl Bob Blythe were 

presented with the British Empire Medal by the Master of Signals, 
Maj Gen A. C. Birtwistle CB, CBE, DL, during his visit to the 
Regiment in November 1991. The medals were presented in the 
Garrison Sgts' Mess with their wive and families present. 

MORE PRESENTATIONS! 
On 16 December the Master of Signals presented LS & GC Medals, 

and a Commendation from Commander British Forces Middle East, 
to the following: 

W02 (SSM) Kindarman Rai 
SSgt Bywater 
Sgt Tubman 

Sgt Biadraman Rai 
Sgt Jagatkumar Ral 

LS&GC 
LS&GC 
CBFME 
Commendation 
LS&GC 
LS&GC 

250 Gurkha Sig Sqn 
2 Sqn 
2 Sqn 

250 Gurkha Sig Sqn 
250 Gurkha Sig Sqn 

The presentations took place in the WOs and Sgts' Mess under the 
watchful eye of WOl (RSM) W. J. Drain. 

L to R: Sgt Jagatkumar Rai, Sgt Bindraman Rai , Master of Signals, 
W02 (SSM) Kindarman Rai 

L to R: Sgt Tubman, Sgt D'Rozario, Master of Signals, Sgt Weeks, 
SSgt Bywater 
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HEADQUARTER SQUADRON 
PERSONALITIES 
Sqn Comd Maj Peter Robinson 
SSM W02 (SSM) Darrell Skimming 
SQMS SSgt (SQMS) Trev Davies. 

HELICOPTER UNDERWATER EVACUATION TRAINING 
In November 1991 some bright spark got to hear of RNAS 

Yeovilton and its Underwater Evacuation Training Unit, HMS 
Heron. It was also discovered that training sessions were held for 
interested units! The training involves the 'dunking' of a helicopter 
structure in various ways into a deep pool. A session was duly booked 
by Sgt Andrews (who also 'volunteered' to write this article) for 14 
January and even looked forward to, albeit with a degree of 
trepidation, by the volunteers, in particular SSgt Davies. The R~M 
also thought it was a good ideal! Questions were asked, but nothmg 
was forChcoming from Sgt Andrews who preferred to keep everyone 
on tenderhooks. The day arrived and the 15 volunteers left the safe 
confines of Blandford Camp for RNAS Yeovilton. 

CPO Gibbs and his team greeted the trainees warmly as they walked 
into the UET pool area. Hanging over the centre of the pool was a 
structure resembling a helicopter shell, minus rear and front parts. A 
lecture on helicopter evacuation was listened to intently by all taking 
part. 

Now the time had come! The carcass was lowered into the pool and 
the first volunteers climbed in, seatbelts on. After the first dunking 
and escape a voice declared, 'That's it, I'm, not doing that again'. The 
next exercise was in daylight and the carcass was turned upside down, 
followed by two dunkings one in semi-daylight and one in complete 
darkness. It's surprising how long you can hold your breath upside 
down in three metres of water whilst waiting for the RSM to exit from 
the correct window. Sgt Potter soon found out that he was related to 
the man from Atlantis. SSgt Horton managed a smile and declared 
'I'm glad I was nearest the window', shaking his head as he watched 
the next set of volunteers clamber aboard. LCpl Sharpe, Sig Barton 
and Cfn .Jasper were amongst the intrepid few who completed the next 
session. Everyone was remarkably happy when it had all ended! 

Having been completely disorientated, everybody agreed that it was 
a great experience and some said they'll feel more comfortable in a 
helicopter in future: do you believe them? 

FAREWELLS AND HAILS 
The Squadron has said farewell to Maj Eddie Kellett who after 

more than 30 year's service decided enough is enough. We wish him 
and Ruby all the very best in their new life. 

Welcome to Maj Peter Robinson and Capt Peter Doherty, who 
have taken over as Sqn Comd and Trg Offr respectively and, their 
families and to W02 Darrell Skimming who as SSM has brought a 
whole new meaning to Sqn PT. 

Also to Sgt Bob Cook who joins us from 11 Sig Regt. Maintaining 
continuity is SSgt Paul Horton who, together with Julie, continue to 
beaver away organising courses. 

TRAINING WING 
As busy as ever, of course, and stnvmg to maintain the high 

standards expected of the soldiers of the Regiment (or so we like to 
think). Now that the Gulf episode is drifting into history and Op 
Haven (Turkey) is in full swing we decided to have a shake out and 
tidy up. Sgt Sammy Lee was dispatched to Brize Norton complete with 
insect repellant and sun-cream en route to Cyprus. Sgt Tony Allen was 
also dispatched, not to such exotic climes-Colchester. Goodbye and 
thanks to them for all their endeavours. 

lSQUADRON 
PERSONALITIES 
Sqn Comd Maj Tim Rimell 
2IC Capt Paul Vingoe 
A Tp Comd Capt Shelagh MacLeod, B Tp Comd Capt Tony 
Burgin, SSM W02 (SSM) Stew Campbell, FofS W02 (FofS) Terry 
Inman, YofS SSgt (YofS) Keith Emmerson, SQMS SSgt (SQMS) Bob 
Stanton, MT SNCO Sgt Doc Cocherty. 

One of the highlights of Squadron life recently was the Dorset 
Coastal Walk organised by Cpl Jimmy Clancy. This was a 10 mile hike 
along the coast and a barbecue at Lulworth Cove. An extremely well 
organised event which was enjoyed by everyone, even by Sig Maria 
Barral who went for a swim (with the aim of four helpers) after an 
afternoon sunbathing on the beach. 

A visit by Brig Harrison gave the SSM and the FofS a chance to 
compete with each other to see how many ways you can lay out a 
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tellite ration. The competi tion ended a a draw much to the delight 
of the crew involved . 

detachment headed by S gt Martin Archer has ju t returned from 
E. Cygnet Dagger in Gibraltar. As well as being a successful 
communicati0, s exerci e it provided social link with the Gibraltar 
Police and avy and RAF personnel there. 

Brig Harrison speaking to LCpl Westcott. Watching intently are 
Sigs Ball , Shuttleworth and Cpl Petty 

2SQ ADRON 
SHQ 

SHQ has been well occupied, coordinating the comings and goings 
of personnel to Turkey, Belize, Cyprus, Falklands, Norway and 
Kenya. The Sqn 'Ops' team of W02 (YofS) Bill Thompson and SSgt 
(FofS) Graham Ramsdale have thought up all sorts of ideas to keep 
the rest of us busy. SSgt Leslie Deeming has left the SQMS 'hot seat' 
and we welcome SSgt Bob Hay in his place. Welcome back to our 
'new' MT Sgt, Sgt Ian Johnson and best of luck with the fleet ... 
Finally, a warm welcome to the new Sqn Comd, Maj Peter Telford 
who replaces Maj Perry. 

DELTA TROOP 
More guards, so Sig Kev Hughes keep those combats bandy! No 

doubt everyone will receive their usual quota on Spearhead. Also the 
usual Friday afternoon flap on, but whatever it is it shouldn't interfere 
with Rugby. As Sgt Dave Keevash goes into conference with his two 
rugger cronies in the Troop, Lt Mannings and Sgt Andy Winters, all 
that can be heard is, 'If we take him off guard then he can be a hooker 
and if we get those six off exercise then we'll have a full team'. So 
things don't change much here in Delta Tp; in fact, last year's yea1 
planner is being used again this year, with the only alteration being 
'one' tippexed out and being replaced with a 'two'. • 

ECHO TROOP 
This year's visit to the USA was to 228 Combat Comms Sqn in 

Tennessee and involved adventure training rather than showing them 
our equipment and vice versa. The lads were introduced to such 
activities as white water rafting, and had the chance to watch an 
American football game. 

Our first deployment this year was a Squadron exercise. This 
involved Combat Net Radio elements and 'Sitcom' dets in a not too 
familiar tactical role. This proved valuable as it is rarely practised. 

Last but not least-congratulations to the newly promoted LCpls 
Alex Howell, Justin White, Eddy Waring, Chico Towers and Doobs 
Rodgers. Also welcome to all new Troop members who arrived over 
the past few months. 

250 GURKHA SIGNAL SQUADRON 
We have enjoyed another meaningful period with 30 Sig Regt. 

Operational and adventurous training have included a number of 
personnel from the Sqn. 
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Ex Action Express followed next from 1-21 September in Denmark 
involving some eight NATO countries in support of the Allied 
Command Europe Mobile Force (AMF). Sgt Mankaji, Cpls Perendra, 
Chandra, Dilip and Sigs Debendra, Cowland, Pearce, Rajkumar 
and Tej acquitted themselves well working with various nationalities. 

On the sporting side, the annual Truscott Trophy, a Garrison cross
country race, got off to a flying start with 400 odd runners vying to 
cross the finishing line at the five and a half mile point. Whiskey Tp 
was declared the winner from the Regiment whilst HQ Sqn from the 
School was declared the overall team winners. 

EXERCISE COBB RING 91 
Ex Cobb Ring 91 was an equipment exchange exercise with the 

228th Cornms Sqn of the American Air National Guard in McGhee 
Tyson Airbase, Knoxville, Tennessee. The Squadron sent six members 
to the ANG (TA). Two Technicians, Sgt Rudra and Sig Puma 
showing the EUROMUX stacks and SHF shots, two linemen, Sgt 
Brickell and Sgt Amar showing the Mate! telephone, Sgt Jagat our MT 
man helping with weapon training and Cpl Hari cooking Gurkha 
curry . Of the fourteen days spent here every spare minute of our time 
was mapped out by our hosts. The social events were usually in the 
form of adventure training. We travelled by bus to North Carolina 
and ventured into the depths of the Nantahala river by raft. 

One of the highlights of the fortnight was when we were at the 
Paintball games and Sgt Jagat discharged paint all over the Briefing 
Room. So one of our weapons instructors was taking up painting and 
decorating. There were many sad faces when our stay came to an end 
but this turned to joy when we learned that, due to aircraft delay we 
were to stay another two days. Two more days for Sgts Jagat and 
Rudra to wear their newly acquired Stetson hats . 

NEW RSM ARRIVES 
WOl (RSM) Skip Redman who left for Cyprus, on commissioning 

handed over to WOl (RSM) Wally Drain . We wish both Skip and his 
wife Teresa all the best for the future. We also extend a warm welcome 
to RSM Drain, Jackie and their family and we hope they enjoy their 
stay in Blandford. 

RSM School of Signals W01 Hogben welcomes the new RSM to 
the Mess · 

SPORTING NEWS 
OFFICERS AND WARRANT OFFICERS 
v SNCOs RUGBY MATCH 

From a lighthearted fun game with 'alternative' rules to a hell for 
leather, win or die fight, the game progressed. The sides were well 
matched. The skill and determination put in by both teams amazed 
everyone especially the two captains. Some of the 'more mature' 
members showed that experience can make up for their slowness 
around the field! 

The backs showed pace supported by the blistering speed of their 
captain, Lt Spencer Mannings. Lt Col Kidner displayed his talent, 
with some exceptional catches in the line out, often robbing Sgt Andy 
Winter the Regiment Lock. 
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Shooti ng t he Rapids of t he Nantahula River, Tennessee 

The SNCOs team played 'OK' resulting in a fi nal score of 8-8 
which does not reflect the pace of the game. 

SOCCER 
We have managed, with a little luck and, much cajoling, to produce 

a football team at least every other week this season. Now under the 
management of Capt Pete Doherty who was headhunted from the 
premier side, 16 Sig Regt All Stars, the team has gone from strength 

co . lrength . Currently riding high in the SWDIST first divi ion, the 
team still retains its Army Cup aspirations, after disposing of ~he 
Army Air Corps in the first round after a replay and then upsettmg 
the Pundits by going down to Plymouth and doing the business with 
the Marine Artillery. The Plymouth match was real ' Boy's Own' stuff 
with the Regiment 2--0 down with ten minutes to go when gt Keith 
Bibbins made a tactical substitution and before we knew where we 
were Sgt Dave Buckingham had pulled 2 back and we were on level 
terms . In extra time Dave Buckingham completed his hat trick to 
equalise again. The match finished 3-3 with us eventually running 
out winners after a penalty shoot out. 

Further depletion of the Squad by the posting of LCpl Neil Beattie 
and Sig 'Doobs' Rodgers has resulted in drastic measures. of 
management turning out. A recent SWDIST Cup game agamst 
Bovington saw the reappearance of such great names as Doherty, 
B ibbins and Annetts contributing to a solid victory fo r the Regiment. 

640 SIG TP 

PERSONALITIES 
Tp Comd Capt Steve Felton 
2IC W02 Dave Morrison 
AIO W02 Geoff Taylor, FofS W02 (FofS) Steve Hatfield , YofS SSgt 
(YofS) Norman Bain , Tp SSgt SSgt Steve Prowse. 

EXERCISE CYGNET GLOBE 
This was a long range HF exercise involving several countries. 

Personnel from the Troop deployed from as far afield as Sig Faulkner 
to Hong Kong, LCpl Dicky Dyer and Sig Mat Booth to Belize and Sig 
Ted Heath to Gibraltar, while Sig 'Milly' Millband headed for 
Australia . It was enjoyed by all those who took part, but for Milly his 
exercise consisted of travelling the country. Mat and dicky were shown 
the sights of Belize by a fellow Troop member Sig 'Glubes' Gluba. 

31 Sig Regt (V) 
Hammersmith 

HEADQUARTER SQUADRON 
Four members of the Hammersmith based element of HQ 

Squadron ran in the Harrow Half Marathon at the end of last year. 
SSgt (FofS) Lloyd Bowlby (who completed the full Marathon last year 
in just over four hours) came in two seconds under two hours, only 
bettered by Sgt Colin Weir who ran a 'slow' I :38:02. They were 
(diplomatically) followed in by fellow M troop member LCpl Steve 
Upton and RCP Support Troop member LCpl Matthew Cahill who 
both completed the course in two hours and three minutes. Charities 
supported, in order of arrival, were: the Sue Ryder Hom~s, the Royal 
Marsden Hospital and The Gt. Ormond Street Hospital for Sick 
Children (twice). 

83 SQN 
The end of the year saw a lot of activity at B Troop, Cobham. 

Congratulations to Sgt Mick Sheldon on ~is promotic;in in time . to 
celebrate for Christmas. The local community was also mvolved with 
the TA Centre Open Evening which allowed the public to ee what 
today's TA is all about. Many organisations were repre ented 
including Royal British Legion. 

Farewell to LCpl Jonothan Blott who has recommenced coll'puter 
studies at Edinburgh University. . 

Congratulations to LCpl Dave Alleyne who received a well deser'.'ed 
trophy for winning the Dart Prize for the most outstandmg 
contribution lo the Squadron during the year. . . 

Congratulations to SSgt John Hickey on his re~ent mamage to 
Janet and best wishes to Sgt Trish Ken on her mamage to Jeff back 
(ex-RQMS). 
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Left to Right: LCpls Matthew Cahill , Steve Upton, Sgt Colin Weir, 
SSgt (FofS) Lloyd Bowlby 
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32 (Scottish) Sig Regt (V) 
Glasgow 

FAREWELL TO LT COL ANDERSON 
aturday 11 January 1992 saw a full turnout of officers at the 

Dinin~ 9ut of Lt Col Michael Anderson from the Regiment. They 
were JOtned by the Deputy Commander 2 Sig Bde, Col Colin 
Cunningham, guests from HMS Renown and the Regimental 
Trustees . 

After two amu ing photo se sions, the Mess enjoyed a delicious 
meal rounded off with music from the Regimental Pipers. Unknown 
to him, a spectacular exit had been planned for Col Anderson and 
when he was propelled towards the second storey window in the Mess 
he was visibly concerned that he would be made to jump! However'. 
the !-AD had rigged up a seat in a cage suspended from a Recovery 
Vehicle and Col Anderson floa ted serenely to the ground in a cloud 
of smoke from fireworks below. As a further treat, practical jokers 
had filled the staff car with stink bombs, much to the horror of his 
driver LCpl Geoff Cohen, and the Colonel left the TAC muttering 
dark threats to us all. The Regimental Cannon was fired as a ' parting 
shot_' (da!ll:iging the ~abric of the building as it flew backwards) and, 
feanng CIVIi commouon, two puzzled local policemen arrived at the 
gate and left even more puzzled than before by the explanations 
offered. 

. Col Ande~on was presented with two model butlers appropriately 
kmed out m tartan trews to remind him of Scotland when he 
'emigrates' to his new post in Belgium. The Regiment wishes him 
every success in Brussels and ' Haste Ye Back'! 

The CO leaves the Regiment 
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51 (HIGHLAND) SIG SQN (V) 
RECRUITING 

In November, the Squadron held a recruiting drive in and around 
Aberdeen, directed by Lt John Mackie. By kind arrangement with 
local business men Squadron personnel manned a stand on four 
consc:cutive weekends, spreading the word and enlisting good-quality 
recrmts. We wondered how we could return this favour , and were 
asked if we would consider donating a Christmas Cake to a local 
charity. So it was that Cpl Linda Rennie ACC baked an enormous 
35-pounder, and ably assisted by part-time artiste and confectioner 
Cpl Lynn Bertram constructed a military-motif tank cake. A more 
conventional cake was also provided for onward presentat ion to 
Royal Aberdeen Children's Hospital. 

Immediately into the New Year the Squadron threw its efforts into 
Regi~ental Training at sunny Cultybraggan (SSgt Thomas note 
spellmg). As these notes are penned the Squadron has just completed 
a sp?rts/ac~vity we_ekend indulging in Paintball Skirmishing, 
combined with physical and tactical training. Oh the joys of 
leadership! 

ARRIVALS 
We welcome Capt Gordon Elliott, welcome aboard Gordon! 

Clockwise from bottom left: Lt John Mackie, Cpl Lyn Bertram, 
Capt John Geddes and Cpl Mike Clark hand over two cakes to the 

Bon-Accord Cent re for display 
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35 Sig Regt (V) 
Sutton Coldfield 

RECRUITS GALORE 
Newcastle-i;nder-I:-yne based 58 Sig Sqn had a rather unexpected 

bo~u s fo llowing t~eir recent. si;ccessful recruiting campaign- during 
their Tuesday evenmg TA training on 4 February 24 potential recruits 
appea~ed at their TA s;entre (aln:i~st enough _t~ form a troop). So 
many m fact that a special and add1t1onal Recruit Selection course had 
to be arranged a~ Sutton Coldfield to cope with them . The Sqn Admin 
Offr looked a little pale at the prospect of so much initial recruit 
documentation and was herself asking for some additional recruits to 
help her. 57 Sqn are now the envy of the rest of the Regiment who 
suspect that press gangs, arme_d with the Queen' s Shilling, were 
deployed to round up unsuspectmg recruits . However they are very 
anxious to match this magnificent feat. ' 

EXERCISE GOLDEN LINK 
Following the news of our role within the Allied Rapid Reaction 

Corps a new and invigorating spirit of keeness and awareness could 
be detected throughout the Regiment as we began to realise the new 
vear would, as predicted , be an historic period of challenge and 
change. Trade training, recruiting and retention became clear 
priorities in order to prepare for the arrival of Ptarmigan. It was 
therefore not surprising that the first Regimental exercise 
concentrated on trade training in an effort to raise the technical 
standard of the tradesmen . The training itself, which was superbly 
planned and executed by SSgt (FofS) Tony Jackling and SSgt (YofS) 
Jim Large, was concentrated at Sutton Coldfield during the weekend 
25/26 January and drew instructors, supporting vehicles and 
equipment and students from all Squadrons. The weekend achieved its 
aim and many members of the Regiment took the first steps to qualify 
either as Class 3 tradesmen or to improve their existing skills in 
preparation for the Class 2 examination . The catering staff, led by 
W02 Mick Kearney, deserve a special thank you; their skills in turning 
the compo into a variety of attractive culinary dishes was nothing 
short of a miracle and made the weekend more palatable. 

VISIT OF COMD 11 SIG BOE (V) 
On Saturday 25 January the Bde Comd, Brig W. H. Backhouse 

arrived on his first official visit to the Regiment. He received a warm 
welcome from the CO and was given a formal briefing on the existing 
and future role of the Regiment. The visit could not have been better 
timed because it coincided with Ex Golden Link. This gave the 
Commander an ideal opportunity to meet as many members of the 
Regiment as possible and also view the wide variety of training that 
was taking place during the day. His first port of call after the formal 
briefing was the Military Training Wing. Here he met the Sqn Comd 
Trg Wing, Maj Ian Morris who gave him a conducted tour of the 
Wing and introduced him to the Staff which included W02 Pat 
Cassidy, W02 Dave Blackford and Sgt Charlie Hanson who, much to 
his surprise and delight, was actually promoted to Sgt by the Bde 
Comd during his visit . Following lunch in the Officers' Mess where he 
met most of the officers, Brig Backbouse visited the trade training 
stands in St George' s Barracks; here he met and chatted to many 
soldiers undergoing training-including one of our few junior soldiers 
in the shape of JSig Jonathan Walton of 89 Sig Sqn, the instructors 
and Troop Officers. To conclude his visit the Bde Comd escorted by 
Maj Pat Hannigan then made a whistle stop tour of 48 and 89 Sig 
Sqn's TA Centres. 

Cpl (now Sgt) Charlie Hanson looking bemused at the surprise 
promotion ce remony 
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BURNS NIGHT DINNER 
On Saturday 26 January the Officers ' Mess held a special 

Regimental Burns Night Dinner which was organised by our two 
resident Scots in the kilted shapes of Capts Ian McSherry and Mick 
O'Hare. Ian and Mick a former RSM and MTWO respectively were 
promoted during the evening by the Bde Comd and are now known 
as our oldest young officers! Guests of honour at this illustrious 
dinner were the GOC Western District, Maj Gen M. D. Regan OBE 
and Comd 11 Sig Bde, Brig W. H. Backbouse. As usual the 
ceremonial of th~ haggis was performed by the Regimental Medical 
Officer Maj Colin Holbum. We must however apologise to our guests 
who, but fo r the ' down in one' action of an over enthusiastic chef, 
were not given the t raditional opportunity of sampling the contents of 
the quaich . 

Maj Colin Holburn slices into the Haggis! 

48 SIG SQN (V)-SMALLHEATH 
After the Squadron 's success in the Brigade winter exercise and its 

presence at the City of Birmingham Remembrance Day Parade, there 
was a slight lull in the 'campaign season' . 

Many changes are anticipated as we anxiously await the arrival of 
Ptarmigan but in the meantime we are looking ahead to our BAOR 
Camp and have already begun preparations. Extra recruiting activitie0 

are well under way. However, despite many requests for DPM romper 
suits to our new SQMS, SSgt Ron Mosely, we have been informed that 
recruiting the newly arrived offspring of our proud mothers, Cpl 
Donna Daugb, LCpl Clajre Turner and Pte Christine Feeney would be 
a little premature. Fortunately fo r the mothers they were not and we 
extend our best wishes and many congratulations and sleepless nights. 
Well done girls may you never run out of pampers! 

125 



36 Sig Regt (V) 
Ilford 

The Regiment has been very busy concentrating on Trade Training 
for the 'beginner ' and upgrading courses for those already in the 
wim. Coinciding with the Trade Training has been exercises run 
ucce sfully at Troop and Squadron level in preparation for the 

Regimental and Brigade ercises that fall in the first half of the year. 
Congratulations to S 'gt (YofS) Bob Nixon on his selection for 

promotion, and to the CO's driver LCpl 'Willy' Wilcock on his 
endeavours to obtain a new car for his Boss. 

HEADQUARTERS SQUADRON 
W02 (RQMS) lloyd Drakes has retired from HQ Sqn after many 

year's service, and we all wish him and his family best wishes for the 
lie-ins that he can now have at weekends! In his place we welcome 
W02 (RQMS) Davy Dunn, yet another immigrant from 45 Sqn. The 
Squadron also welcomes Sig Ferris and Sgt Higgins from other Units. 

HQ Sqn deployed with its own AMC from 749 Tp, for the first time 
in January 1992, with Lt John McManus leading a fully operational 
troop which has been raised in only eight months! Three quarters of 
the Troop were 'NFQ', but on completion of Trade Training at the 
end of February this figure is now down to less than a quarter. Sgt 
Keith Williams has seen the light and transferred from TM Tp to help 
Lt McManus use the equipment! 

Congratulations to LCpl Anita Hunter on her promotion, she did 
not stay a Signaller for long! 

44 SQUADRON 
The Squadron plans to celebrate its 25 years by holding a dinner 

dance on I August at lhe TA Cenue in Walling St. 
Former members will no doubt wish to renew old acquaintances, so 

applications for tickets should be addressed to the PSAO, Capt Bob 
Thompson as soon as possible. 

Congratulations to Sig Brian Davidson on winning the Technicians 
Christian Cup. Outranked by his wife, LCpl Alison Kershaw, I'm sure 
he will join with the rest of the Squadron in welcoming newly arrived 
Signallers to the Corps. 

' 
- . 

"" 
Annual Camp for 53 Sig Sqn (V) was held at Cwrt-y-Gollen 

Training Camp, the first time that the Squadron had gone to camp 
independent of the Regiment for over IO years. 

Despite the familiar location it proved a successful enterprise from 
the start due largely to Capt Tony Reah and his team's planning. 
Commencing with a five day exercise, covering five separate TAORs 
the Troops were thrown straight into the scenario, written by woi 
Mick Ch~loner, with 7 Sig Regt in Herford providing extra traffic. 

Followmg the all too short day off, the Troops engaged in a period 
of i~ter-Troop com~et_ition. The Raft Race on Llangorse Lake proved 
part!c~lar!y entertammg to those spectating, and cold to those 
part1c1patmg. 

In the middle of the second week the Squadron deployed under the 
co~~and of its Sqn Comd, Maj Edward Widgery, as part of the 
Trammg Major's exercise. The imaginative scenario contained a mad 
profes or,~ black box detonator with digital display, both of which 
had fallen mto the wrong hands. After some serious footslogging all 
three were recovered by the Squadron outside a remote Welsh pub 
where the exercise was brought to a close with a blast from a scaled 
down artillery piece, provided by retired gunner Maj Elvin 
. Duri_ng the exercise Comd 2 Sig Bde, Brig C. A. Brown ADC, was 

~JVen, m the words of the Sqn Comd to the cook, 'Burgers for lunch 
hke t~e rest ?f u~·. Our cook took this to be gospel, serving th~ 
as~omshed Bngad1er a plate of bacon burgers while the rest of us 
en1oyed a curry! 
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54 SIGNAL SQUADRON 
PERSONALITIES 
Sqn Comd Maj Brown 
Ops Lt Forshaw 
Recruiting Offr Lt Blewett, 706 Tp Comd Lt Ridler, 707 Tp Comd 2Lt 
Wright, SSM W02 (SSM) Barnard. 

Farewell to W02 (SSM) Graham Chapman who has now left the 
TA. 

W02 (SSMJ Graham Chapman trying to see the funny side of life 
on his retirement from 54 Sig Sqn (V) 

37 Sig Regt (V) 
Bristol 

Inter-troop sports, abseiling and canoeing concluded the camp 
competition, with TAOR Tp under the command of Capt John 
Duggan as overall winners. Tills was announced at the Squadron 
Smoker held in town, hosted by a sharp and cheeky compere. He was 
t~e only one in the roon:i that could describe the Sqn Comd as looking 
hke Sherlock Holmes m drag, and not only get away with it but 
receive £80 for doing so. ' 

30 July 1991 was a memorable day for Sgt Ray Garland of 53 Sig 
Sqn 00· Ray, the longest serving member of the Squadron, picked up 
~ third bar to his Territorial Efficiency Medal, a rare distinction 
m~eed. The medal, presented by Brig G. K. Ramsey MBE, ADC 
Director WRAC marked for Ray's 30 years of loyal service. He joined 
the Sq~adron. in 1960, when it was 53 Sig Regt (V) and, after a short 
break rn service between 1962-63, he has attended ever since. 

CHANGED YOUR ADDRESS? 
HAVE YOU INFORMED RHQ? 

TEL 071-414 8432 
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38 Sig Regt (V) 
Sheffield 

RHQ 
PERSONALITIES 
CO Lt Col R. J. R. West 
2IC Maj D. B. Wing 
Trg Maj Maj W. A. Locke MBE, Adjt Capt J. Hindle, QM Capt K. 
Russell, RSM WOl (RSM) P. M. Grainger, YofS W02 (YofS) J.M. 
Hattersley, RQMS W02 (RQMS) A. Dipple, FofS SSgt (FofS) M. J. 
Hardy, Chief Clerk SSgt (ORQMS) D. Paterson. 

HANDOVER OF COs 
On 17 January we said goodbye to Lt Col Paul Acda when he 

handed over command of the Regiment to Lt Col Bob West. We wish 
Lt Col Paul Acda and his wife Judith all the best for the future . We 
wish Lt Col Bob West and his wife Mary a pleasant tour with the 
Regiment. 

We say farewell to W02 (RQMS) Derek Coker who has now left the 
Army after 25 years of service. 

We welcome W02 Andy Dipple who takes up the appointment of 
RQMS. 

The CO receives his farewell gift 

THOUGHTS FROM ATA DET COMMANDERS COURSE 
by LCpl Jo Hartwell 

The celebrations of 1992 were short lived by two Lance Corporals 
from 46 Sig Sqn, LCpls Lisa Fletcher and Jo Hartwell, since the 
second month of the year denoted the second worse course of their TA 
careers so far-a Royal Signals Det Commanders Course- the first 
being their Recruits Course. 

Their perilous journey to Ripon through thick fog, in the Sqn 
Comd's ancient Air Portable Landrover (kindly donated by the AO), 
reinforced all their expectations of the course. On their arrival in lhe 
early hours of the following morning they were greeted by a friendly 
face and a cup of coffee. However, this transpired to be the RSM 
WOl Granger lulling them into a false sense of security. 

After the first morning's PT in the gym the course was sure that 
SSgt Harry Griffin and Sgt Doug Eagleshum's real intention was to 
climatise people for Cyprus as the heat was almost unbearable. Both 
were shocked and surprised to see SSgt Phil Mellor and Sgt Phil 
Davis, both from 46 Sqn turn up and participate in the PT. 

The most memorable moment of the course was without doubt the 
log run. No one would forget SSgt Harry Griffin either, since it was 
his idea. This act alone must have stood him in good stead for 
achieving the highly coveted title of Most Popular DS-or should that 
be 'Unpopular'. 

Another 'popular' member of the DS was SSgt Phil Mellor who 
showed the course exactly what not to do during a gas attack by 
gassing himself and the other DS. His actions proved more popular 
with the students, who were safely in Romeo 3, than the DS who were 
unprotected. The phrase 'Poetic Justice' was apt. 

The course also produced some good shooting on the ranges, 
although who could miss a figure 11 target at 25m with a SMG? 

The end of the course social was a quiet dignified drink in a local 
pub. LCpl Lisa Fletcher must have known in advance of the 
destination as her outfit blended in so well with the upholstery that Lt 
Mike Carr was not sure if he was speaking to her or the fur~ture. The 
evening finished up in 87's Sqn disco back at camp. It did not go 
unnoticed that SCpl Paul Haystead-Harvey rar~ly left the dance floor 
or that SSgt Harry Griffin rarely went on to 11. 
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Lt Col R. J . R. West took the salute at the Pass Off Parade. 
LCpl Jo Hartwell was awarded Best Student. Our thanks go to all the 
Permanent Staff who acted as DS, and produced a smart body of 
soldiers. 

87 (NOTIM) SIGNAL SQUADRON 
Wedding bells continued to chime between members of the 

Squadron, when Sgt Tina Drennan and Cpl Pete Ward were married 
on 27 December 1991, our best wishes to them both . 

Congratulations to Sgt Neil Timms and his wife Jane on the birth 
of Kathryn Jane, who weighed in at just under Bibs on 14 October. 

Two members of the Squadron recently did well on their recruits 
course at Catterick. Ptes Donna Beeson achieved best recruit and Sue 
Rushton was best shot. 

The New Year started with a Comms exercise, New Year 
Resolution. The exercise was designed to continue the Squadron's 
preparation towards receiving its new radio equipment in the early 
Spring. Sadly this exercise marked the departure of the Sqn Comd, 
Maj Ron Toft, who is to be succeeded by Maj David Rigley, ex 64 
Sqn. 

Also Lt Richard Taylor and Capt David Tomlinson have also 
returned to the fold, so the Squadron Management Team is now as 
follows: 
Sqn Comd Maj D. Rigley 
2IC Capt D. Tomlinson 
AO Capt D. Shakespeare, MST Tp Comd Lt M. Hall, NMC Tp Comd 
Lt R. Robinson, Mould Tp Comd Lt A. Bullock, RTT Tp Comd 2Lt 
K. Budworth, Natcon Tp Comd 2Lt A. Bum, SSM W02 (SSM) 
M. Piechota . 

R.S.A. 
The Royal Signals Association AND 

vou 
THINK SERIOUSLY ABOUT THE ROYAL SIGNALS ASSOCIATION

IT MAY MEAN MUCH MORE TO YOU NOW THAN DURING 
YOUR SERVICE. 

The principal aims of the Association are:-
• To 1ry and keep those who have served the Corps in touch with each 

other with a view to keeping alive a spirit of comradeship-a feature 
of Corps life you will miss when you leave the Service. 

e To help serving and retired members of the Corps (and their close 
dependents) who will find themselves in difficull circumstances with 
advice and practical aid, financial or in kind. 

e To assist, where possible, resettlement in civilian life by trying to find 
employment and generally advising. 

The Association endeavours to achieve these aims by:-
• Sponsoring branches in the main towns and population centres of the 

UK. These branches often meet for social occasions, and there is 
generally an annual dinner . 

• Organising annual reunions al Blandford and Catterick. These provide 
the opportunity to meet old friends, for the retired to see something of 
the serving Corps and, but not necessarily on every occasion, 10 
remember the dead. 

e Running a welfare and general advice section at Association HQ, which 
is at the service of all members. 

e Publishing the Corps magazine, The Wire. Taking out a subscription 
will help you 10 keep in touch with Corps and Association aff~rs_. 

e Selling items of Corps goods such as Corps ues, car badges and d1anes. 
These are listed in The Wire. 

MEMBERSHIP 
Nearly all members of the Corps have, whilst serving, been contributing 
under the Day's Pay Scheme which has greatly benefited our Benevolent 
Fund. As you conclude your Service, may we thank you most sincerely and 
remind you that, by virtue of your contributi.ons, you are a Life Member 
of our Association. Please write NOW for reg.istra11on as such. If you have 
not contributed at all you can become a Life Member for £10.00. 

THE FUTURE 
If, in the future, you are confronted by circumstances or problems where 
you consider the A ocia1ion may be abl~ 10 offer ad~ice or help, please 
contact The General Secretary, Royal Signals Associauon, 56 Regency 
Street, London SWIP 4AD (Tel: (071) 630 0801). Please give your service 
paniculars when writing . 

Your Corps Association has flourished for many years, but only the 
support of those leaving the service will enable it to continue doing o. If 
a branch is near you join ii and so make your personal contribution towards 
this end ~ 
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A a re ult of 'Option for Change' 3 Sqn in Tunbridge Wells will 
no longer be part of the Regiment from I April 1992. It is fitting 
therefore that these note should be written by Capt Julian Gregory 
2IC of the Squadron. Thankfully it eems that lhose soldiers who wish 
to continue a career in the T will be able to do o, some with other 
units and a small number who will make the trek to London and join 
HQ Sqn. 

3 Q ADRON 
PER ONALITIES 
Sqn Comd Maj Bob Davis 
2IC Capt Julian Gregory 
PSAO Capt Harry Meekings, Recruiting Officer Lt Nicki Read, 
SQMS SSgt (SQMS) Des Hart, PSI (Tech) Sgt Dave Evans. 

We have had the usual round of Squadron and Regimental exercises 
culminating in our long awaited Squadron deployment to BAOR on 
Ex Viking Bank in early December. 

Our sponsors, however, had already decided that our services were 
not required so we deployed without communications. This provided 
an excellent chance to visit those parts of BAOR we had not visited 
before. The highlight of the trip was a presentation and battlefield 
tour of Arnheim with Maj Peter Gibson, a tour guide and raconteur 
of no mean accomplishment. 

Our Squadron weekend provided an opportunity for sports, and 
then we defeated the object of fitness training with a farewell party for 
W02 (SSM) ' 'Tich' Reynolds. The evening went well with numerous 
ex-members finding their way to it through the fog to say goodbye. 

So what's the outlook for the future? The initial euphoria at 
becoming Sappers, and joining our mother Corps has been 'sapped', 
with just over one quarter of the Squadron wishing to rebadge. 
Approximately one third will soldier on in the Corps in London, 
Eastbourne and Essex and the remainder have decided it is time to 
hang up their boots proving that 'TA soldiers do not travel well'. 

28 March was the date for 3 Sqn's last annual dinner dance. A 
grand occasion when over 200 ex members, friends and family met to 

FAREWELL TO THE CO 
Sunday 2 January saw the last day of service in the Regiment of Lt 

Col I. G. Henderson (V) after two and a half years in command and 
twenty and a half in the Regiment. His day began with an address at 
a Regimental Parade after which he signed the Handover/ Takeover 
documents with the new CO. 

The day continued with a visit to the JRC and Sergeants' mess for 
a last drop. After sharing an excellent lunch with the Officers he had 
acqufred sufficient dutch courage to face the rolling out ceremony. 

As Col Ian lives in a seaside resort it was considered appropriate to 
roll him out in a boat in case he decides to take up this activity with 
all the spare time he will have in the future. After a slow roll out and 
a soaking at the TAC Gate (the fire hose went off accidently) he was 
transferred to the staff car and taken home to Katie. 

WELCOME TO THE CO 
Lt Col I. M. G. Strong MBE is no stranger to the Regiment as he 

served as Adjutant here some fifteen years ago. We wish Col Ian a 
very successful term in Clonaver. 

FAREWELL TO THE PAYMASTER 
At a dinner held on 2 November, the Officers of the Regiment said 

goodbye to our paymaster Maj Jimmy Chambers who retired from the 
TA after thirty five years and two days service. We wish him and his 
wife Betty a happy retirement. 
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39 Sig Regt (SC) (V) 
Chelsea 

raise a toast and flush themselves into history with one long liquid 
rush of Squadron Funds! 

The celebrations were brought to a climax on the stroke of midnight 
which heralded the 25th anniversary of the Squadron at Tunbridge 
Wells. We remembered all the good times and the people who have 
given their time, effort and goodwill in making 3 Sqn such a very good 
one. Who is there to follow now? 

THE LAST SIX MONTHS 
After the initial clouds of disaffection and confusion surrounding 

Options had settled, the Squadron received the news that the TA 
Centre would not close but would probably become home to a Field 
Troop of 60 Royal Engineers . This, combined with a succession of 
visits from other Signals units, all, unfortunately, some distance 
away, did prove that there was still life after death. 

FAREWELLS 
The Regiment has said goodbye to a number of people recently. 

W02 (RQMS) Keith Wheatley has retired from the TA after 39 years 
with the Regiment and taken up an appointment with the Army Cadet 
Force. SSgt (SQMS) Bob Hibbit has also left on retirement from the 
TA after more than 30 years in harness. SSgt (ASSM) 'Robbo' 
Robinson· has retired after 25 years, Sgt Willie Morris after I 7 years 
service (but his son is carrying on the family tradition), our Ops 
PSI from 3 Sqn Sgt Alf Cupper and his wife Jill who have gone to the 
Argyll and Sutherland Highlanders in BAOR (Alf looks good in a kilt) 
and Sgt Bob Matthews on his final six months with us and is now to 
become the new NRPS SQMS for 5 Sqn at Banbury. We would wish 
them all the very best for the future and thank them for their efforts 
and contributions to the Regiment. 

CONGRATULATIONS 
Sgt Dave Evans our PSI(Ops) and LCpl Cheryl Marshall got 

'hitched' in December and are looking forward to an extended 
honeymoon on their posting to Cyprus. Best wishes from all at 3 Sqn. 

40 Sig Regt (V) 
Belfast 

Lt Col Ian Henderson being towed out of the TAC 
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W02 Heather Butler receives the Clasp to her Territorial Efficiency 
Medal from Comd 107 Bde 

CONGRATULATIONS 
Congratulations are offered to SSgts Ronnie Gilliland and Fred 

Henderson Sgts Billy Forde and Rab McCluskey and Cpl Davy 
Campbell ~ho were presented with their Territorial Efficiency ~~dal 
by the Comd 107 Bde, Brig A. P. M. J. Naughten on a rec:ent visit to 
the Regiment. The Brigadier also presented WOl .~rt1e Cahoon 
and W02 Heather Butler with the clasp to the Efficiency Medal, 
and the Duke of Edinburgh's Gold Award to Sig Mccardle and Cfn 
McCardle, two brothers serving in the Regiment. 

COMINGS AND GOINGS 
Along with 1992 has come some new arrivals and sadly some 

farewells. . 
Firstly Capt Calvin Owen and his wife Diane have left for the easier 

life at Shrivenham leaving the post of Adjt to Capt Lyndon Campbell
Black who has arrived with his wife Sophie and the dog Henry to start 
wading through the paperwork . Welcome to the Regiment; 

SSgt Baz Palmer, Juana and family have left us for ~ardiff UOTC 
on promotion to W02. We wish them all good luck m the future. 

A warm welcome goes to the following new arrivals, S~gt ~raham 
Miles and his wife Susan and family, Sgt Martin Best and hts wife Sara 
and family, and LSgt Jamie Chambers and his wife Marie. 

SSgt David Lavender, second left, receives a Clasp to his.TA Long 
Service Medal 
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Congratulations also to our QM _Maj Jo~ Mitchell (V) who was 
presented with a GOC's Commendation Cert1fic~t.e by Maj Ge~ J. O. 
C. Alexander CB OBE on his recent farewell v1S1t to the Regiment. 

Maj Joe Mitchell receives his GOCs Commendation Certificate 
from Maj Gen J. 0. C. Alexander 

71 Sig Regt (V) 
Be~leyheath 

HEADQUARTER SQUADRON 
SHQ 
Sqn Comd Maj Brenda Traylen 
2IC Capt Huw Jones 
SSM W02 (SSM) Chippy Woods, SQMS SSgt (SQMS) Sue Holmes, 
Sqn Clk Cpl Jill Singleton. 

The Squadron has recently changed hands, with Maj David Hewer 
handing over command to Maj Brenda Traylen and the newly 
promoted Capt Huw Jones filling the 2IC sl<;>t. . 

The Regimental Polic~ led by Sgt. Kev O'Bnen are m great deman,d 
either for security duues or as hve enemy for ?ther Squadron. s 
exercises. The chefs continue to keep up our calone count and their 
skills are constantly tested, cooking for small detachments or the 
whole Regiment under master chef .Sgt Tony Ed~ards. . 

Our medical section under the gmdance of MaJ Barry Fern who is 
assisted by Sgt Joy Colwell are kept busy wi.t~ a constant flo~~ o! 
enlistment medicals, Pulheems and on trauung weekends hve 
casualties. . 

MT Tp under the watchful eye of WOl (MTWO) Terry Curtis and 
Cpl Susie Susini provide us with wheels whenever necessary .. 

The QM's Department presided over by Lt Col Ron Brodie and 
assisted by W02 (RQMS) Wyn Gordon, Bob Andrews and Terry 
Bodman ensure we are fed and clothed. 

70 SIGNAL SQUADRON (V) 
EXERCISE SUMMER GALLOP 

With the intention of strengthening the bonds between the 
Yeomanry Association and the serving members of the Squadron an 
exercise took place over the weekend 12-14 July 1991. 

It was to provide an opportunity for A sociation men:ibers to m<:Ct 
both the soldiers and cadets as they took part m a mobile 
communication exercise around the county. 

Squadron headquarters was duly established. at . 'Whitel~nd ' and 
the detachments briefed and despatched ' O their first locations. The 
troops spent the Saturday in a variety of comms and recce tasks. 
Sunday began in the same manner with the detachments slowly 
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'thdra ·ing tO\\ard 'Whitelands' where an antenna erection 
ompetition awaited. The day was rounded off with a barbecue for 

i tion member , cadet·, the Squadron and their families. 
The c.xerci e wa a great ucce and enjoyed by all who took part. 

ucce wa due, in no small part, to the co-operation and help 
e. tended by the landowners of the As ociation . The Squadron wishes 
10 thank all member of the Association for their contribution. Events 
of thi type are planned for the future. 

EXER I E CROWN TOWER/ ME.RC RY GALLOP 
Follo\\ing the succes of Summer Gallop the Squadron carried out 

a imilar exercise on a maller scale in October 1991. The main 
purpo e was to establish a communications link with 709 (Toronto) 
Communications Regiment in Canada. SHQ was established and the 
detachments sent on their way . The Canada link was then attempted 
at the SHQ location at Shoeburyness. The radio was working and yet 
there was little success, we heard many voices but none Canadian. The 
antenna was changed, still no luck . After many changes using all the 
experience at our disposal - still no luck . Then the guardroom told 
u they had received a phone call from Canada. We now had the 
number of the range phone which the Canadians had just plugged in 
(in the middle of a training area!) Capt David Swann then established 
comms using his own mobile phone. 

ow we knew the Canadians really were there so the effort became 
even more intense, still no luck. The Canadians were asked by an 
American unit if they could join the exercise, but we still couldn't 
peak to one another. We had almost tried a length of wire into the 

Sea! 
We know the aunospherics are not very helpful at this time of year 

and our radio eq~pment not particularly suitable for such a role, but 
we were deternuned to succeed. Maj Lloyd was actually with the 
Canadians and controlling us remotely via the phone. Still no luck· 
then in the middle of the 'graveyard' shift SSgt Humphreys was heard 
to shout 'Who the hell is messing with the intercom' from the radio 
vehicle? before be realised that no-one was anywhere near it. 

We were through! The Canadians using an elaborate antenna had 
finally broken the silence. For the next hour, two way com ms were the 
norm, the Canadians had run a Union Flag up the mast to 
~ck!"lowledge .our success. The atmospherics then changed and we were 
m silence agam! We knew Maj Lloyd was feeling the cold even though 
i~ co,mbat suit and par~a (the Canadians were in shirtsleeves!) but we 
didn t know that, unlike our compo rations, the Canadians were 
enjoying steak, chicken, com etc in the field. The coffee was 
replenished regularly together with cookies and muffins! Had we 
known w~ might never have tried to communicate and interrupt them! 
The exercise was a great success and has led to a close liaison between 
our two units. Three ~adians have already visited us. Once again 
we tharik the Assoc1auon landowners for their assistance with 
locations . 

94 SIGNAL SQUADRON 
PERSONALITIES 
Sqn Comd Maj Ray Wilkinson 
2IC Capt Stuart Sampson 
PSAO Capt Tom Bandley, Trg Offr Capt Geoff Hornsby Comms Tp 
Comd Lt David Mackay, 885 Tp Comd Lt Hugh Robertson 886 Tp 
Comd Capt Brian Sowerby, 908 Tp Comd Capt Greame Langley, 
SSM W02 (SSM) Andy French, PSI SSgt Mick Tait. 

ADVENTURE TRAINING WEEKEND 
In August the Squadron held an adventure training weekend on the 

Dorset coast. C Sqn, 21 SAS(V) kindly provided us with instructors 
and equipment to enable us to carry out Rock climbing and abseiling 
Sub Aqu.a and activities with speedboats. The weather was good and 
a great Ume was had by all. 

On the Saturday night a barbecue was held at the bivi site and 
people tried to improve their placings in the Squadron drinking team. 

ANNUAL CAMP 
Annual camp was held on Salisbury Plain, with the Regiment based 

at .~estdown Camp. The first week was Squadron independent 
trammg. !he Squadro.n started off with a weekend of FIBUA training 
at Copeh11l Down which really got the adrenaline flowing. 

We then moved to the Squadron bivvi site at the Pennings from 
where ~e carried out Radio and Escape and Evasion exercises. 

In m!d,-week we ~rried out a FIBUA exercise at Copehill Down and 
were VJS1ted by CmC UKLF, Geo Sir John Waters KCB CBE who 
congratulated us on ~ur proficiency at this difficult fighting skill. 

The week end~ With a day working with a Sea King Helicopter 
from RNAS Yeovilton (with whom the training officer Capt Geoff 
Hornsby had done one of his 'deals') . 
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The highlight of the week wa. possibly the rendition of 'Father 
Abrahams' given by 886 Tp PSI, Sgt Baz Hardman at the barbecue. 

The second week saw the Squadron on testing Regimental exercises 
with which we think we coped. 

A successful Annual Camp and we look forward to the more scenic 
setting of Penhale next year. 

BROWNDOWN WEEKEND 
In December the Squadron went to Browndown Camp Gosport. 

Training consisted of bounty te ts and an inter-troop competition 
which was won by Comms Tp. 

OPTIONS FOR CHANGE 
The results of the options for change review mean that we lose our 

TA Centre at Southampton where 908 Tp currently live, and gain a 
new TA Centre at Reading. Sadly this means that we shall lose a lot 
of our Southampton soldiers who have given great service to the 
Squadron over the years . 

On the bright side, a Troop of 155 Regt RCT(V) which is being 
disbanded is keen to join us and help to form the new Troop at its 
present location in Reading. 

With these changes the disposition of Troop roles has been 
reorganised with the current 885 Tp (Windsor) becoming 908 (AFHQ) 
Tp, and the new Troop at Reading being fo rmed under the title of 885 
Tp. 

Cpl Liz Dutton with trophy having retained her title as London 
District Ladies Cross Country Champion for the second year 

CORPS GOODS 

Goods are sold from the Museum. Orders/enquiries should 
be addressed to: 

Corps Enterprises, Royal Signals Museum, Blandford, 
Dorset DTll 8RH, or by Telephone (0258) 52581 Ext 2413 
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News from Squadrons 

1 Inf Bde HQ and Sig Sqn 
(215 Sig Sqn) 

Tidworth 

This year sees the planned re-equipment of the Squadron as a Mech 
Bde Sig Sqn complete with AFV 436 and associated equipment. We 
still have not severed the links with BALT AP and who knows they 
may yet be one more deployment to Schleswig-Holstein left before we 
go ARRC. 

In the meantime it is business as usual, 'forward Bruin' and a full 
exercise programme for 1992. 

TRUNK COMMS ON EXERCISE 
by W02 (FofS) Kassim 
At ~ time when m~ch of t~e talk within the Corps is of Ptarmigan, 

Satelhte comms, the mtegrauon of data systems and the like, here at 
1 Inf Bde and Sig Sqn we still talk of a com ms system that would look 
more at home in the Corps museum than it does on Salisbury plain. 

Yes Bruin is still alive! During the last eight weeks Bruin has been 
used on three exercises starting with Ex Black Cygnet. This was a 
shake down in which all the cobwebs were blown away. Ex Black 
Swan followed, this was a fast moving comms exercise which took 
place on Stanta and tested the system to the full. Ex Henge Harrier 
was a one-sided CPX in which Bruin provided the UK.MF Bde staff 
with a total of 51 speech and 4 tg circuits. 

Despite its many unofficial mods over the years, its old age and its 
general lack of maintenance Bruin still works remarkably well. For 
those of you older 'erm I mean more experienced enough to remember 
Bruin', here are a few engineering terms for you to enjoy : 10 Pairs, 
VF Patch, Man/ Man-Mag, Revs to Meters Meet you on Ch 5 and 
finally-the dreaded Auto Fail. 

With the planned introduction of Ptarmigan to this unit in J 992, 
this may well be the last time that Bruin is used in its exercise role. And 
so ends the life of a long lasting and reliable system. Goodbye old 
friend . 

LCpl Freddie Farnfield patching the old way in Main Headquarters 
Auto 40 
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GARRISON QUICK REACTION FORCE 
OP'S 

In order to brighten up our Tidworth Garrison Guard stint, the 
Squadron encompassed an internal security training package into the 
programme. Some of the highlights were a visit from 721 Coy EOD 
team, Engineers handling team and STANOC with night vision 
devices. AIKIDO training run by Sgt Steve 'Kung Foo' Coombs 
provided some lighthearted moments and sore bodies. 

The most memorable event was establishing 3 OP 's overnight on 
Perham Down where we were to observe the strange nocturnal habits 
of a terrorist unit. As per range days someone had a word with 
someone who provided some interesting storm conditions. 

Later that night the 'terrorists' turned up, Sgt 'Chris' Middleton, 
Yeoman Andy Campbell and Sgt 'Nobby' Nevill from the Training 
Wing, cunningly disguised . Special congratulations go to Yeoman 
'Andy' Campbell who was so realistic that he was stopped and 
searched by the MOD police on the way to the Op's and the civilian 
police on the way back. 

Nominations for the largest QRF zit: Capt Martin Prodger, Sgt Neil 
Coatsworth, LCpl Kev Wright and Sig Scot Jones. 

The Winner: Sgt Neil Coatsworth-is this a zit or another nose 
Coatsworth? 

Quote: Sig Scot Barrie: ' It's a bit long winded saying Navy, Army, 
Airforce halt or I fire, can' t we abbreviate it to NAAFl-halt or I 
fi re?' 

ALPHA TROOP 
COMINGS AND GOINGS 

The Troop would like to welcome LCpl Walker, Sigs 'AJ' John on 
and George Cullen. All three have been overwhelmed by the social life 
in Tidworth. The problem is the choice. The Troop says goodbye to 
Cpl Griff Griffiths posted to 210 Sig Sqn and to Cpl Mal Mallinson 
and his family posted to 17 Port Maritime. 

ALPHA TROOP CULTURAL VISIT 
Between 24-28 October 'A' Troop spent a long weekend in Berlin . 

The + l was our Australian visitor Sgt Neil Westerlaod who was with 
us on Ex Long Look . Surprisingly this Australian does not touch 
alcohol, consequently LCpl 'Taff' Owens and Cpl 'Hamish' Campbell 
offered to consume his share. Friday saw us frequently becoming 
geographically disorientated-The excuse 'Well it's changed since I 
was last here.' Thanks to 229 Sig Sqn for making our visit possible. 

BRAVO TROOP 
Tp Comd 2Lt Sharman 
Tp Sgts S. Combs, N. Coatsworth 
Tp Cpl (Stores) G. Steel, Tp Cpls (Admin) S. Thornley, A. Wood, Tp 
Cpl (MT) R. Ward . . 

Exercises get nearer and all our manpower is needed to get the 
Troop vehicles up to the required standards; a task in itself. 

February saw us in Scotland for a two week skiing exercise; so they 
said! 

Our next period of relaxation will be in June, when we all go to 
Netley Camp to try our hands at windsurfing-water skiing (if we can 
find any sloping lakes}, rock climbing etc. 

COMJNGS AND GOINGS 
We all want to say farewell and best wishes to Cpl Freeman who has 

lefl for civvy street as a free man, and to Sig Cas Castano to 7 Sig 
Regt. 

WELCOME 
To LCpls Glover and Dixon (who says he's only here for a month). 

And last but, not the least, Cpl Wardy Ward. 

CONGRATULATIONS 
Go to LCpl Gaz Maby and Carol on the birth of baby Nicholas and 

Sig Scott Barrie- and Raebel on the birth of their baby son Lewis 
Frazer. 
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5 AB Bde HQ and Sig Sqn 
(216 Para) Aldershot 

PER O. LITIES 
Sqn Comd Maj I. Foxley 
21 Capt R. P. Wilson 
R I WOl (RSM} W. J. Haslam, QM Maj Fred Bancroft, AO Capt 
John pinall MBE, Ops Offr Capt Rob Meinertzhagen, A Troop 
Comd Lt Fred Wkbelo, B Troop Comd Capt Mike Rogers, RQMS 
W02 (RQM ) te e larke, FofS W02 (FofS) Lee Wookey, YofS 
W02 (YofS) Keo irr. 

BRIGADE MARCH AND HOOT COMPETITION 
Following our re ent ucces on the Cambrian Patrol Competition 

the Squadron was keen to prove that it could compete at all levels of 
competition and o entered two teams in the Bde March and Shoot 
Competition. 

It tarted with the assault cour e and after a heavy frost and an early 
tart the A team were confronted with the added hazard of ice on the 

ob tacles. The course consi ting of 28 obstacle was far from easy and 
on more than one occa ion the water obstacles proved a cooling 
experience. With a two minute recovery the next stage was a 15km 
'tab' and with Capt 'Wacko' Wilson, proving his interminable skills 
at map reading, we were soon on our way. Approximately four m~es 
on, an interesting diver ion was introduced, a log race and, despite 
mi givings, the team had a good run which was a ~o.ost for the 
remainder of the march. The final part of the compeuuon was the 
hoot which proved to be our best event, achieving joint first place. 

When all the results were taken into account the A Team were placed 
3rd overall proving, yet again, the diversity of our achievements. 

EXERCISE SIXTH ENCOUNTER 
The Sqn Comd, Maj Ian Foxley was still feeling in holiday mood 

when the Squadron was given a week to prepare for its first exercise 
this year. The theme of the exercise was to test the Squadron in 
movement and communications in a BC environment. The battle 
run at Porton Down was an ideal setting and with the aid of their 
in tructors the exercise proved a great success with many of our 
members having training as near real as possible. SSgt Greaves 
volunteered his services and superior knowledge of NBC by preparing 
the equipment for the exercise. However the rumour is that, he only 
succeeded in proving that you can sleep wearing a gas mask. 

CONGRATULATIONS 
Our warmest congratulations go to the Admin Officer Capt John 

Aspinall on his award of the MBE. Congratulations also go to Capt 
Mike Rogers, Cpls Phil Smitburst, Des Eld.ridge and LCpls Hugo De
Burgb, Mick Brown, Paul Spriogett, Al Combe and 'Scottie' Scott on 
their recent promotions. 

ARRIVALS AND FAREWELLS 
The Squadron bid a welcome return tq Sgt Stu Archer and Cpl J. 

J. Walker after its brief sojourn in BAOR and to Sig 'Smudge' Smith 
who also joins us from 14 Sig Regt. 

We also bid farewell to SSgts Chris McGinley and John Black on 
posting to Cyprus, Cpl (Mr) Fred Hargreaves on posting to 
Sandhurst, LCpl Charlie Bell on posting to NI and fina lly to LCpl 
Mick Nisbett on his posting to BAOR. We thank them all for the hard 
work they have put in for the Squadron and wish them all the very best 
for the future. 

THE AIRBORNE INDUCTION DAY 
With bergens weighing 30lbs the non-para trained personnel in the 

Squadron paraded for a gruelling day of tests by way of introduction 
to airborne· training consisting of a six mile approach march, a log 
race, steeplechase and a four mile withdrawal march. To everyones' 
surprise the Training Wing SNCO SSgt Nick Nielsen started the march 
off at a pace everyone could enjoy which proved an ideal way of 
warming up for the day ahead, at least that's what he said. At the end 
of the march whilst eating breakfast, yes breakfast, the rules for the 
log race were explained to us, there weren't any, just complete the 
course without coming off the log. After dinner it was straight into the 
steeplechase, an event which attracted a great deal of attention from 
others. 'Q' Troop was at the fore in this race with Cpl Les TobeU 
setting the pace, being closely followed by Sig Howie Howe and Cpl 
Ian Meredith. SSgt Les Skinner our intrepid MT SNCO was close to 
disqualification for swimming, however, as he had a smile on his face 
throughout, or was it a grimace, this minor infraction of the rules was 
overlooked. The withdrawal march was a good warm down or warm 
up depending upon how cold you got on the steeplechase and although 
the day proved tiring all participants agreed it was an excellent day 
e.specially SSgt Dave Greaves who maintained good spirits 
throughout. 

CROSS-COUNTRY AND ORIENTEERING 
In the recent SE District Cross-Country championships the 

Squadron ran a hard fought race to achieve second place overall and 
qualify for the Army Championships. Lt Fred Wichelo having 
recently returned from the Swiss and Austrian pistes proved his 
training had paid off by coming in in second place an excellent result 
and one he hopes to improve on in the future. 

On the Orienteering scene the Sqn continue to achieve good results 
made all the more interesting with healthy inter team rivalry between 
W02 (RQMS) Steve Clarke, W02 (FofS) Lee Wookey and Maj Fred 
Bancroft. However, at the half way stage in the season it's proving to 
be a two horse race with the RQMS and the FofS leading the way. 

19 Inf Bde HQ and Sig Sqn 
(209) 

SQUADRON LIFE 
W02 (YofS) Stu Little is away doing his JSMEL course so that he 

can lead his- expedition over some frightening terrain in the Isle of 
Skye during Easter leave. However it must be said that he has a 
mountain of work awaiting him . Meanwhile, Capt Alistair Ross has 
been keeping himself locked away in a small, dark room. According 
to rumours heard in the Comms Tps garages, he is preparing a rather 
nasty Arduous Training Exercise in Brecon. Finally our AO, Capt 
Frances Jacobsen has just been released from BMH Woolwich. We all 
wish her a speedy recovery. A warm welcome is extended to Cpls 
Ruddin, Howe and Sig Ryan who have just arrived. However we-must 
say goodbye to Cpls Mayall, Angove, Drew and Tubb (who is off to 
make his fortune in the big world outside). 

A ARRIVAL 
by Capt Tony Picknell 

19 Inf Bde HQ and Sig Sqn-a sleepy hollow somewhere in the UK. 
This was how I looked upon my posting from 4 Armd Div HQ and 
Sig Regt. Plenty of time for sport, plenty of time for courses and that 
all important point; 0900 hrs to 1630 hrs working hours combined 
with free weekends. 

The start was perfect. I arrived on a Saturday and as I had hoped , 
it was dead, there was not even food to be found in the Officers ' Mess! 
However, as my first Monday at work became but a memory I realised 
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that all was not as I had first imagined. 
Sport there was, in abundance, early morning, evening and oh yes, 

that 'little jaunt' with 30lbs on your back every Friday. Weekends 
were free until February and then that changed with a vengeance. If 
I now manage to leave by 1730 hrs any evening I feel the need to 
celebrate! 

What pre-occupies our time here are the questions 'Are we?', 
'Aren't we?'. This covers all facets of life from our future move to 
Catterick to our possible deployment on Ex Flying Falcon. It is 
possible that this confusion remains in my mind only-what with my 
recent arrival and all that. However, all you BAOR warriors, never let 
it be said that a UK posting is an easy option! 

EXERCISE LONG LOOK 
by Cpl Murray 

Cpl Murray has recently returned from a four month exchange in 
Australia on Ex Long Look. His story highlights the need for us to 
match our soldiers' trades to those required by the host unit. 
Unfortunately for Cpl Murray this was not so and thus his time in 
Australia proved much less enjoyable and rewarding than he had 
originally hoped. 

I am not sure how 1 came to be selected to represent the unit on Ex 
Long Look but despite having a natural aversion to volunteering for 
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anything I accepted the invitation. As the temperature soared into the 
high 80's, 118 servicemen and women gathered at Brize Norton 
eagerly awaiting the flight to take us on the trip of a lifetime. After 
a brief stop at Hannover to pick up the BAOR contingent we left for 
Australia via Dubai and Singapore. 

We landed at Sydney and I received another air ticket for the flight 
to Hobart in Tasmania. 

Although it was mid-summer in the UK, it was winter in Australia 
and the temperature was in the mid 60's and got steadily colder as the 
months went by. We even had snow once or twice. 

r got a bit of a shock when I arrived at work at 124 Sig Tp- it was 
a Static Comcen! I happen to be a Tele Op (Radio) and the job did 
not match the brief I had been given before leaving the UK. Still, as 
1 am not a total stranger to 'fastballs' I started to learn my 
responsibilities. After a while I even managed to run the Messages In
desk, helped out by everyone who made me feel welcome. I must say 
that I have no wish to retrade to Tele Op (Tg), four months was quite 
enough for me! 

In between the long and boring shifts in the Commcen I managed 
to visit the big island, getting to Melbourne, Sydney and Canberra . I 
also managed to fit in a few communication exercises in support to the 
Australian Reserve Forces. 

As much as I tried I could never get the hang of Australian foot or 
weapons drill and was eventually excused from all parades by the 

PERSONALITIES 
Sqn Comd Maj A. K. Trimble 
AO Maj W. A. C. Griffiths 
Ops Offr Capt W. E. H. Adsett, Radio Tp Comd Lt E. G. Holmes, 
SSM W02 (SSM) R. A. Bailey, SQMS SSgt (SQMS) N. Thomas, 
ORSQMS SSgt (ORSQMS) A. P. Gillard, Trg SNCO SSgt M. P . 
Boyle, Comms Sp Tp Comd W02 (FofS) Moren, Commcen Tp Comd 
SSgt (YofS) Whittle. 

ARRIVALS AND DEPARTURES 
The Squadron says farewell to LCpl 'Skelly' Skelton, Sigs Si 

Rowley, Terry Watson and Kerry Speakman . 
It welcomes LCpl Jase Scrase, Sig Darren Bailey and his wife 

Amanda, Cpl Clive Wilson and his wife Tracey and Sig Gregg 
McLachlan. 

Finally it welcomes back Cpl Paul Urquhart and Sig Rab Binnie, 
from their Roulement tours . 

CONG RA TULA TIO NS 
Congratulations to Lt Liz Holmes on her marriage to Lt David 

Holmes AAC in December 1991. 

VISIT OF COMMANDER COMMUNICATIONS BOAR 
On 14 January Maj Gen J. O. C. Alexander CB, OBE, Commander 

Communications BAOR made his final visit to the Squadron. 
During this visit a parade was held for the formal rebadging into the 

Corps of the Women's Royal Army Corps members. 

Maj Gen J . o. C. Alexander welcomes WRAC into the Corps 
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Sergeant Major! If only this could happen at J91nf Bde HQ and Sig 
Sqn! 

It was not all work though, I managed to bring my wife over for 
a few weeks, and we toured around taking in the sights of Tasmania. 
Surprisingly enough the skiing proved to be excellent, although 
slaloming between gum trees takes some getting used to. 

Alas four months passed by all too quickly and it was soon time 
to start heading back to Blighty. Aft~r a brier. stay at the suns~ine 
coast in Seoul it was back to England v.a Hawan and South C:arolma. 
Although I enjoyed Ex Long Look, I have one or two reservauons and 
would suggest that anyone volunteering <;>r being volunteered in th.e 
future checks his (or her) job before leavmg UK. Yes, I would do 1t 
again though! 

RUGBY 
It is with regret that we announce that SSgt Derek Deegan's rugby 

playing days are over. On the very first training session of the season 
SSgt Derek Deegan was passed a ball and promptly fell on it breaking 
his ankle. Comments were heard from W01 (RSM) Chuck Walker 
and W02 (F9fS) Gi Whiteford along the lines of 'Don'.t be a wimp' 
and 'Get up and walk it off'! It must be noted that dunng the actual 
game SSgt Andy Waldron also broke his arm and Cpl Giffen broke 
his collar bone . 

229 Sig Sqn 
BFPO 45 

The parade was commanded by Lt Liz Holmes and the following 
were rebadged Cpls Andrea Hindley, Ruth Whyman, LCpls Sarah 
Rix, Simone Rouse, Sigs Jill Howard, Kay Prudhoe, Kate Scargill, 
Lynne Sheridan and Kerry Speakman. 

Comd Comms thanked the former 'Lionesses' for their support in 
past years and told them that the WRAC badge would still be 
remembered and would have a pride of place in the Army Museum 
and their former Corps remembered with pride. 

After the Parade the General met the female signallers in an 
informal chat over a celebratory glass of champagne. 

Following the Parade, the General met Brig Bromhead Comd Berlin 
Infantry Brigade. . 

Sqn Comd Maj Andrew Trimble then accomparued the General to 
Radio Tp were the Troop showed the Brigade Headquarters in its 
Rural Option. 

GOC COMMENDATION PRESENTATION 
On Monday 9 December 1991 the Comd of 4 Sig Gp, Col P . E . A. 

Chaddock paid a visit to the Squadron, during which he presented 
W02 (FofS) Russ Moren with a GOC(NI) commendation. Present at 
the ceremony were Russ's wife Teresa, the Sqn Comd Maj Andrew 
Trimble and the Officers and Senior NCOs of the unit. Friends of 
Russ Moren may know that he is a keen amateur lumberjack and he 
was pleasantly surprised when Col Chaddock present~d. him with a.n 
additional award from the NI Forestry Comrmss1on for his 
outstanding voluntary work in reducing the number of Christmas 
trees around hilltop sites. 

Col Chaddock, Comd 4 Sig Gp presents FofS Russ Moren with his 
GOC (NI) Commendation and Christmas tree whilst Maj ndrew 

Trimble looks on 
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D CHME T 0 . IPETITIO 
The qu dron ran a two day detachment competition 3-4 

Dec inber. Fifteen teains attempted 12 stands which covered map 
r ding, hooting, driving kill , vehicl documentation, vehicle 
maintenance, line, weapon handling, equipment maintenance and of 
our e \·oice procedure and BATCO. 

Th three winning team con i ted of: I st-Cpl Pete Crawford , Sigs 
icld Wil and Kate Scargill; 2nd-Cpl Pete Arkwright, LCpl 

'Du t)' MUler and lg 'M' Emblin ; 3rd- Cpl 'Jules' Williams, LCpls 
Tim William and teve Franklln. 

Cpl Crawford' account of it follows: 

DET CHME T COMPETITIO 
On 3 December the day started ith a five Item Kit Check followed 

by the variou stands. For our team this meant the driving tand with 
gt Moody and LCpJ hepley. 
Thi was a rever ing exerci e with a trailer through a eries of 

bollard and then into a garage area. ome teams found this quite 
tricky. The next stand was the Road Traffic Accident which saw Sig 
Kate Scargill throw her 'casualty' to the floor to prevent him beating 
up the other driver! 

After fini hing both these tand early, we went to the NAAFI for 
a coffee becau e it was freezing. This gave Sigs Nicki Wiles and Kate 
Scargill a chance LO teach me BATCO. We managed an average score 
on the BATCO/Radio tand which was enough to keep us in the 
running for the fir t day. The next stand was the weapon stand with 

gt Boyle. It consisted of one LMG, one SMG and one SLR stripped 
down and piled together. We were then hooded and had to re
as emble the weapons in the fastest possible time. Whilst attempting 
to put the SMG together I thought the girls would be struggling, I was 
wrong, Sig Wiles fini hed the first weapon before me! 

Then came the LAW 94 trainers with the spotting rounds hitting 
nowhere near the tank, I was surprised we did so well. 

On the second day we tried to keep Cpl Pete Arkwright's (REME) 
team in our sights. The whole day went reasonably well. 

When the results were finally known it was as much of a shock to 
everyone else as it was to me. Team 19 had won with only one point 
difference from Team 8 (Cpl Arkwright). 

The competition ended with a curry lunch and drinks in the Tavern 
Bar. 

EXERCISE TRANSMISSION BEAR 
by LCpl Andy Cameron 

On 22 and 23 January, 11 members of 229 (Berlin) Sig Sqn paid a 
visit to their French counterparts here in Berlin. 

It commenced with us being shown all aspects of their 
communications including their equivalent of our BFBS which is run 
by members of the Company. We then took part in a Comms exercise, 
all very different, but made more enjoyable by a phone call home via 
SATCOM and only at a cost of £5.00 a minute. 

The next day consisted of a range day during which we fired a 
selection of French small arms mainly on automatic from the hip. 

The visit was rounded off very nicely with a four course meal in the 
Sergeants' Mess and a frantic kit swapping session. 

A special mention goes to Sig Craig Sneddon who outshot the 
French on their own weapons and Capt 'Houdini' Adsett who 
managed to get locked into his accommodation. 

All in all a good time was had by all and we look forward to 
reciprocating in the near future. 

RADIO TROOPS VISIT TO 7 FLT AAC 
by Sig 'Huggeen' Martin 

On a bleak morning we all set off in jovial mood to RAF Gatow, 
where 7 Flt AAC are based. Once there we were split up into different 
groups to do various activities. 

The first group went for a tour over the city in the Gazelles. Sig 
'Ghost' Field really enjoyed the trip. 

The rest of us went upstairs to be told the role of 7 Flt. We saw 
many photos which were quite interesting. We were then shown a 
video. 

It was then our turn to go up in the helicopters. After the trip it was 
time for a finger buffet, which was most enjoyable. 

After lunch it was time for a spons afternoon, which comprised 
football and volleyball. On the football side we won the match and a 
special mention for Sig 'Scud' Lewis, who made a valuable 
contribution to the side. We lost the volleyball but Sig 'Cat' Dean 
played a very good game. 

All in all it was a wonhwhile trip which was well laid on. Our thanks 
go to 7 Flt. 
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EXERCISE MUMMY BEAR 
On a chilly Sunday morning at the end of last year the wives and 

children of the Squadron gathered together to attempt a day's arduous 
training in Ruhleben fighting city. The day's activities were aimed at 
showing the wives and children what their husbands and fa thers do at 
work. Despite many suggestions of guard duty, leaf-clearing and 
vehicle maintenance the programme was based around its task in the 
field . 

Daryl Trimble escapes from the sewer 

Since the Squadron's bread and butter comes from communications 
the wives were 'tested' on their ability to put up a 12m mast and talk 
on the radio. To make life a bit more entertaining Sgt Jake 
Birchenough had them do a 'small' urban assault course first. He also 
finished the activity with some drill. Tracy Boyle was extremely skilful 
at keeping her legs in time with her arms (although left leg followed 
left arm and vice versa). 

The line crew under the direction of Cpl Dave Hindley set up a line 
laying competition through the sewer system. Despite their initial fears 
of spiders and rats both the parents and children loved the sewer. In 
fact some of them showed a reluctance to leave. 

One of the most daring and death defying activities was controlled 
by Sgt Jim Moody, who offered to let the wives drive a land rover and 
MAN truck. Of all those who drove, it was his wife Joan Moody who 
showed the greatest disregard for the controls. 

Probably the most popular activity was SSgt Mick Boyle's field 
work stand where the wives put on SA WES equipment and crawled 
around the ci ty in an attempt to capture a building. In fact the 
children loved this so much that SSgt Boyle found himself crawling 
through more tunnels than anyone else. The exercise was a complete 
success and all those who took part had a thoroughly enjoyable and 
different day. 

LCpl Skelly Skelton clowns around as usual 

THE WIRE, APRIL 1992 

238 Sig Sqn 
Chelsea Barracks 

PERSONALITIES 
Sqn Comd Maj Tim Bushell 
2IC Capt Sue Rus ell 
Mike Tp Comd Capt Lee Brown, SSgt W. D. McLaren, Radio Tp 
Comd Capt Philippa Owens MBE, S gt Smith, Oscar Tp Comd Capt 
Bob McLean, W02 (YofS) Clive Copestake, Sgt Agnes Graham, 
SSM W02 (SSM) Nick Churcher, RQMS W02 (RQMS) Colin 
Thompson. 

Sqn HQ is having to wake from its usual dormancy in preparation 
for the Ceremonial season and the Docs inspection . Sad farewells have 
been said to Capt Sue Harrison who is posted to Dortmund and Cpl 
Wendy Blacklock who has moved to Folkestone. They have been 
replaced by Capt Sue Russell (please note all those of you who will 
want to hire cermonial kit) and Cpl Charmaine Nash. 

On 6 January the Squadron had a parade to mark the rebadging of 
WRAC to R Signals. Brig K. P. Burke, Comd 12 Sig Bde took the 
parade. This was followed, a few days later, by a celebratory lunch at 
which the male Officers and Senior Ranks waited on table. 

Sig Rachel Sutton being given her new Cap Badge by Brig Burke 

The Squadron football team remains unsuccessful in its attempts to 
win a match despite the valiant attempts of the goalkeeper Nick 'The 
Cat' Churcher. He saved a penalty but the opposition smashed in the 
rebound and ended up winning the match 3-1. 

MIKE TROOP 
There has been plenty of time to provide the usual half of the 

Squadron football team, hoping to improve on last year's results 
under the new management of W02 (SSM) Nick Churcber. There was 
even enough slack to allow Sgt Steve Cherry to swan off to Kenya for 
a few weeks. 

Farewells are extended to Sgt Ally Duncan and Nicky who leave us 
for a tour with JCUNI, best wishes to both of them. Also a welcome 
is extended to Cpl Martin Farmer who joins us from Belize. 

EXERCISE GRAND PRIX A 
by Sgt Steve Cherry 

It was mid August when Capt Brown received a request frc;im the 
Adjt. I Royal Hampshire, based in Colchester, to _loan a Ra~10 tech 
to assist their Signals Platoon on Ex Grand Pnx A-a six week 
Battalion size deployment to Kenya to undertake training up to Coy 
level-and after a few seconds thought I stepped forward. 

And so it came about that 1 reported to the Battalion on 21 October, 
to begin the long journey via South Cerney and Nairobi to Nanyuki, 
which was to be home for a while. My meagre freight was already well 
on its way. I was however not alone in representing the Corp, I R 
Hamps has a Rear Link Sgt-Sgt Alf Kir.kh~m-an~ ?f cours~ a 
detachement from 30 Sig Regt were already m situ providing the vital 
link back to the UK via Cyprus. 
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The overnight stay in Nairobi, hosted by the British Army Training 
Liaison Staff Kenya (BAT LSK), was in less than Spartan 
accommodation and followed by a white knuckle bus journey in a 
' luxury' bus, to Nanyuki , found on the Equator, to the NW of Mount 
Kenya. 

The Battalion was quickly established in the Nanyuki Show 
Ground, courtesy of the Agricultural Society, which l~nds the site to 
all Ex Grand Prix participants. Nanyuki camp provides a base for 
Companys moving between exercise locations at ~r~hers Post, Mp~~ 
Farm, and Doi Doi in the North, the Jungle Tra1rung at Kathend1m 
in the southern foothills of Mount Kenya, and of course the all 
important R & R centre. 

The distances between these locations required an HF Skywave net 
to be established and manned by the Signal Platoon, to provide 
command and control of the Permanent Range Teams at each 
location and of the Coys moving between them. This stretched the 
resources of the Platoon, and whilst I was based at Nanyuki providing 
a limited repair service, I was also able to get out and about and man 
some of the outposts for a few days whilst Battalion Signallers took 
R & R and their share of adventure training. 

Whilst the repair service provided was limited by a minimum of test 
equipment and spares, it did however prove sufficient to keep the 
variety of man-packs and ancillarys functional, and ensure a smooth 
running exercise. 

It was not all work, a weeks R & R was enjoyed by everyone in turn, 
a small holiday village on the coast provided an excellent location for 
all to take part in a variety of activities including all the normal water 
sports and scuba diving, big game fishing, snorkling amongst the 
tropical fish found in the reef of the nearby marine park, or of course 
just to take in some UV's on the white sands! . . 

Sgt Alf Kirkham and myself took up the big game fishing opuon 
and enjoyed a memorable day aboard a less than stable boat 
somewhere in the Indian Ocean, adding to the agony of the 
compulsory R & R hangover, hunting the elusive Blue Marlin, at 
which we proved highly unsuccessful! At the end of the day however 
we had landed in excess of lOOkg of fish, including a 30kg Sailfish! 
not bad for a couple of novices. 

Photograph shows Sgt Steve Cherry posing with the day's catch 
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B l in anyuki plenty of opportunities aro e for adventure 
trainin , from a trek up Mount Kenya, safaris by vehicle, camel or 
foot in nearby ational Park , to day trip to Sweetwater Rhino 
Re ene, 01 Yogi Ranch, or overnight tays in the Aberdaire Country 

lub or the Ark-a wildlife ob ervation hotel adjacent to a natural 
salt li l-all of which provided an unequalled opportunity to see 
Keny wildlife in it natural environment. 

i. week qui kl pa sed, and after a few nights in Nairobi and a 
d layed flight, we returned to Briz.e Norton on the coldest December 
night imaginable, having avoided the Christmas rush but returning in 
time for the fe tivities! 

It only remain for me to thank the I Royal Hamp hires for 
providing the chance of a lifetime, and for ensuring that I was well 
looked after. (In particular l ust thank Sgt Alf Kirkham for letting 
me po e with his fish!) 

RADIO/ MT TROOP 
number of new face have appeared in the Troop including SSgt 

Bill milh (renowned in the Corps for his tact). 
The winter month are always quiet on the ceremonial front so the 

troop auention has turned el ewhere for amusement. Highlights have 
been a mall troop HF exerci e, and a number of day trip , including 
a vi it to the Guinnes World Record museum and a day mountain 
bike riding. 

The HF exercise was the fir t recorded green comms exercise ever 
to venture forth from 238 and was only made possible by the loan of 
complete detachments from and the HAC. Despite a few hiccups, the 
five days chance of reminding the Tele Op TGs of the real bread and 
buuer of their trade proved to be a useful and thoroughly enjoyable 
break from ceremonial duties. 

MT238 
Many of you Wire readers out there may often wonder what 

happens at MT 238 (London) Sig Sqn. (Only when you have nothing 
better to wonder about.) Let me enlighten you. Well, we supply 
drivers for ceremonies in London. It may sound easy, just driving 
around London all day, but for rehearsals you have to be up at silly 
hours in the morning, when you can not get your brain in gear, never 
mind your car. 

We had two girls who rode the motorbikes in the ceremonials, Gill 

who has now left us to pur ue a career in the outside world and Debbie 
who is still with us. We have a Sergeant who keeps us all in tow and 
makes the coffee (if only) . 

We take part in the Queen's Birthday Parade, Remembrance 
Sunday and all the State visits. 

One must not leave out Sharon who keeps the eat warm in the 
office. I just hope the two new chaps know what they have let 
themselves in for. 

Well that concludes our little insight into the l\ff, so if you see 
somebody lost in London and he's heading for the M 1 turn him round 
and send him back to Chelsea. 

OSCAR TROOP 
We bid a fond farewell to LCpl Sandy Samuel who has left for 

Hong Kong. Much liked by all, she will be missed, as will LCpl Louise 
Hogger who has left the service, (but not the Army), to join her 
husband on posting to Cyprus. Sig Strachan's brief stay in the troop 
has ended with her posting to join her husband in Germany. We wish 
them all the best. 

Temporary anachrnents to the Falkland Islands are Sig Cindy 
Copeland where no doubt she will update Sig 'Happy' Dave Imrie 
prior lO his return, on the Chelsea life and scandals and to Belize, 
LCpl 'Dutch ' Holland and his London Underground ticket. 

We welcome the following and wish them much happiness in their 
new posting: Cpl Julie Paynter, LCpl Jackie Wood and Sig John 
Henry. 

THE WAY HEAD (MAYBE) 
Commcen London Central, along with its sponsored Commcens, 

Woolwich, Hounslow, Mill Hill and SBC on the Albert Embankment 
continue to perform the relative routine task of clearing military 
signals traffic amid the chaos of Inner City commuting. It's 
significant, that the customary weight of signals is occurring about the 
same time many of our 180 customers, who have written or will 
receive the same signals, are themselves 'back-logged' on the way 
home. 

We are patiently awaiting the Pay Review Signal and its attendant 
traumas. This year, even with ISDT, it may be less expensive to enlist 
the aid of the Station Announcement Boards at Waterloo, Kings 
Cross, etc. 

244 Sig Sqn (AS) 
RAF, Brize Norton 

A FEW WORDS FROM THE INCREDIBLE SHRINKING 
CHARLIE TROOP 

Tp Comd 
Tp Sgt 

2Lt Nick Peet 
Sgt Ken Barker 

Charlie Tp (RRB and 5 AB Bde) have been kept very busy with 
commitments to Cyprus and Denmark. In the near future members of 
the Troop are required on five different deployments at the same time, 
ranging from the exotic Gambia/Greece/Spain to the not so exotic 
Ascension Islands to the downright terrible SPT A. Tough luck Cpl 
Sean Dewar which one have you got? 

The Troop would like to congratulate Sig 'Fletch Fletcher on his 
promotion to LCpl and say a fond farewell to Sig Steve Adams to 
London and Sig Russell Wibberley to Cyprus and then NL We would 
like to give a warm welcome to ex-medic, ex-para, ex-god-knows-what 
Sig Tony 'Hat' O'Toole and tell him those 5 AB flashes and maroon 
sweatshins don't fool us. 

From: OCdt Rob Buckle 

I arrived at RAF Brize Nonon with little, or more precisely, no idea 
what was in store for me except that I was going to go on exercise with 
244 Sig Sqn (AS) to Denmark. I was met by 2Lt Nick Peet who gave 
me an idea of what we would be doing and I immediately felt more 
at ease. 

The Squadron departed by Hercules and ferry to Vaerlose on the 
island of Zealand, just outside Copenhaven, the ferry trip was an 
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experience in itself and the amazing voice of Sig (LB) Leatherbarrow 
was put to excellent use. All vehicles and personnel were in location 
at Vaerlose by the evening of 12 January. The aim of the exercise was 
to set up communications circuits. 

I had been given the role of Tactical Operations Centre (TOC) 
commander of one of the three TOCs that were to deploy on the 
ground, a job made possible by the help and experience of Sgt Miles 
Webb. 

We deployed into the field to start the first phase of the exercise, 
this gave me the time to settle in to the new job as it concentrated more 
on comms than cam, but all too soon the work load started to 
increase. After a period of Deterrent operations our imaginary enemy 
was still a threat to us and so we moved into Combat operations, or 
more precisely a period of little or no sleep. The TOC movements 
became ever more frequent and harder due to an enemy presence, 
courtesy of SSgt Roy Holcombe. 

Working with the TOCs was the RRB contingent from Charlie Tp 
Who managed to get themselves bogged in after the one night of rain 
we had during the whole exercise. 

End Ex arrived and all looked forward to two days of R&R. Most 
people opted to visit Copenhaven taking advantage of Sgt Kenny 
Barker's tour of the many and varied sights. 

My thanks go to Maj Alan Hutt for allowing me to participate in 
the exercise, W02 (SSM) Ian Brereton for guiding me throughout my 
time with the squadron, and 2Lt Nick Peet for his hospitality and for 
answering my many questions. Thanks also to Sgt Miles Webb, Cpl 
Kev Potter, LCpl Andy Mullineax and the rest of the squadron for 
making my time with them so enjoyable and memorable. 
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251 Sig Sqn 
Aldershot 

PERSONALITIES 
Sqn Comd Maj R. G. Drake 
2IC Capt K. M. Munnoch WRAC 
SOO Capt D. Jepson, TOT Capt J. Gerrard , A/B Tp Comd Lt S. A. 
Mendonca WRAC, CDSO WOt Skelton, SSM W02 {SSM) 
Woodcock, Exch Sgt Sgt Lightfoot. 

FAREWELL 
Farewells and best wishes go to Capt D. Mitchell WRAC, Cpl 

Younger, LCpls Hollingworth, Quigley, Sigs Badge, Brown and 
Hopkins. 

ARRIVALS 
The Squadron extends a warm welcome to its new 21C, Capt Katie 

Munnoch WRAC and to Cpls Wright, Westwood, Sigs Nield and 
Young. 

REBADGING PARADE 
The Squadron held its own official rebadging parade for all its ex

WRAC members on Friday 7 February 1992. Col D. Runt ODE-
Controller AFTS (Army Fixed Telecommunications Systems) took 
the parade and visited the Squadron at work later. He also stayed for 
lunch and met many of the parade participants. The parade, went 
exceptionally well and W02 (SSM) Woodcock was smiling all day 
after we marched off the square. The Squadron was represented by 
two Troops led by Sgts Lewis and Devenney. The SSM handed the 
parade over to the Troop Officer, Lt Sally Mendonca who escorted 
Col Hunt and the Sqn Comd for the changeover of WRAC berets to 
the Royal Signals berets. Thankfully everyone received the correct 
beret and looked extremely smart as the parade passed the inspecting 
officer. Col Hunt had a few words with all those on parade and 
welcomed the girls of 251 Sig Sqn into the Corps . 

Col Hunt presents Sig Dicker with her new beret and badge 

SPORTS ROUND-UP 
During the last few months the Squadron has participated in quite 

a few sporting events. 
As the Squadron is 9011/o female we always enter the Womens 

Summer/Winter Sports Leagues which consist of Netball, Hockey, 
Squash, Volleyball, and Rounders. 

We entered the SEDIST Badminton on the 9 January and got to the 
Semi-finals; 4th overall. . 

Since then the Squadron has entered the SEDIST Inter-Unll Cross
Country and came 2nd which qualified us for the Army Finals. After 
a hard race at Longmoor on 5 February we came 6th out of 14 
teams- an improvement on last year. Well done to Sig Elder who, 
after coming 5th overall in the ladies' race, was chosen for the Inter 
Services team. She came 9th at the Inter Services Cross Country 
helping the Army to beat the RAF & Navy. On 12 February the 
Squadron entered the SEDIST Inter-Unit Netball and although our 
final position was not at the top of the list a good day w.as had by all. 

Finally, the Squadron is also co~peting in an Aggregate Cross
Country League and has done well m all races entered so far. The 
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team consisting of Lt Mendonca, Cpls Bremner, Morris, Sigs ield, 
Elder and Bremner have a couple of races left-'Good luck'. 

HOT SHOTS 
The Squadron is currently revamping its military training policies 

and personnel have recently undergone weapon training and ha~ a 
week on Ash Ranges in March. The more sensible members ~ho h~e 
staying warm have also been busy in the indoor ranges sh?otmg the~r 
.22 cards towards the Clinch Cup. Our hotshots of particular merit 
include Sgt Hartshorne and Sig McCbesney. 

Sig Sharon Elder receiving her prize from Brig M. G. D. Willis 
(Comdt RAOC Trg Centre) for winning the ladies race at the 
SEDIST Inter-Unit Cross-Country championships. 

ROYAL SIGNALS MUSEUM 
BLANDFORD CAMP, DORSET 
The museum contains items dealing -.-.ith the history or anny communications dating from the 
Crimean War to the Falkland Islands Campaign of 1982. as well., the history of the Royal Enginttr 
(Signal Service) and the Royal Corps of Signals. 
The display contains early telegraphic and radio equipment dating from the South African War. 
World War I. the campaigns on the North· West Frontierollndia. and World War LI. There art many 
colourful un iforms on display as """'ell as Lhe only surviving example of the horse drawn cable laying 
wagon, also an 8th Anny Annoured Command Vthicle in a destrt setting. There are a number of 
examples of military motor cvcles used by the Despatch Riders of the Corps and an airborne 
communications jeep 

Admission: PREE 
Opening hours: Monday to ~nday 0900 - 1700 hours. Saturday· by appointment. 
(Telephone: 0258 452587 Exten•ion 2248) 

BLANDFORD CAMP 
{2, __ 
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254 (UNFICYP) Sig Sqn 
BFPO 567 

HQ 
PERSONALITIES 
qn Comd Maj F. T. Rile) 

2IC Capt P. J. Watt 
M W02 ( M) W. Henderson, SQMS SSgt (SQMS) D. Forbes, 

Chief Clerk gt S. James, Stores Acct Sgt R. Clatworthy, FSO Clerk 
Mrs F. Marr, Typist Mi A. J . Harris. 

DA H- URPRI E 
The final inter-troop competition for 1991 for the Squadron 

certainly was a surprise for the competitors. The parade at 0600 hrs 
on Wedne day 18 December did not lead into the customary log run 
but to the Wire Inn for a leisurely breakfast. Hesitant faces waited for 
the 2IC to 'deliver' the surprises! With a 15 minute deadline to find 
their alloted vehicle the 2JC produced a list of 40 questions to be 
answered and JO tasks to be achieved by 13000hrs, by each troop. 

Everyone e~joyed the challenge and the opportunity p~ovided of 
seeing places never visited before. Congratulations to Rad10 Tp- the 
winners. 

DA H 1/ 92-CFT AND ASSAULT COURSE COMPETITION 
The DASH series of inter-troop competitions for the Squadron 

tarted with the Squadron's bi-annual Combat Fitnes Test (CFT) . 
Thi was followed by the main pan of the competition-grenade 
throwing and the assault course, carrying six eggs! Each TrO?P 
entered two teams and the valiant winners were Radio Tp-desp1te 
breaking one of their eggs! 

EXERCISE APHRODITES DELIGHT 1/ 92 
For once snow had fallen on the Troodos Mountains in enough 

quantity to allow the Squadron to organise a skiing exercise. Ten 
members changing daily spent a day learning or brushing up their 
skiing skills. 

All enjoyed the trip, many taking to skis for the first time. The 
expert instruction soon had the novices mastering the South Face 
slopes. 

On top of Mt Olympus-The North Face 
l to R: LCpl Michel Boivin, Cpl Simon Richardson, W01 Brendt 
Daughmaier, Capt Peter Petutschnig, Cpl Jim Findlay, Sgt Taff 

Bryant and Cpl Dan Smith 

RADIO TROOP 
PERSONALITIES 
Tp Comd Lt Roger Tremblay (Canadian Signals) 
Tp SSgt SSgt Chris McGinley 
Tp Sgt gt Willie Norton (Canadian Signals). 

ARRIVALS AND DEPARTURES 
We say fond farewell to the stalwart of the Troop SSgt Mick 

Halford and his wife Rosemary. 
Not only did Mick help build the Troop from nothing to what it is 

now in his two and a half years tour here but, he also managed to give 
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up smoking, much to the delight of the smokers in the Tro.op ! 
Congratulations! Mick is going to .a much more interestin~ postu:1g, 
namely 2 Sqn, 7 Sig Regt. To the cnes of 'Put that torch out , we wish 
Mick and his family all the best for the future. 

Another 'senior' to leave is Sgt Steve Shepherd. (Canadian Signals). 
Steve or 'Beaver' to his mates, was the middle man between the Troop 
and the stores. If the stores had it, Steve would get it. Without him 
the Troop would have had Caffeine withdrawal symptoms and we 
would have been a lot thinner. We wish Steve and his wife Dianne all 
the best back home in Canada. 

The Troop would also like to say farewell to Cpl Andy Cummings. 
Have a good time in Schemes Tp and don ' t kill them with your 
driving. Also to go, Sig Smudge Smith, a slimmer Smudge since the 
arrival of the new Tp SSgt. To our French Con friends we also say 
farewell: Cpl 'Michelle', is that a girl's name? Boivin, Cpl Wayne 
Tompkins, and Sig 'Serious' Sirois. 

A warm welcome to their replacements: SSgt Chris McGinley, and 
his wife Caroline. Sgt Willie Norton, Cpl Levesque, LCpl Bradley, Sig 
Lindegger, Sigs Meakin and Rawlings . 

CONGRATULATIONS 
We extend our congratulations to LCpl Williams on his promotion. 

TECH AND LINE TROOP 
PERSONALITIES 
Tp Comd SSgt (FofS) Carl Shead 
Tp Sgt Sgt Phil Skene 
IC Tp Wksp Sgt Si Norris, Line Sgts Sgts Pete Atkinson, Taff Bryant 
NCO IC Works Orders LCpl Al Hayhurst. 

HI AND BYE 
Our ·best wishes to Cpls John Martin and Dan Owens who are off 

to 30 Sig Regt and to Cpl Dan Smith who has left us to return to 
Kingston , Canada. 

Hello and welcome to Sgt Chez Chhetra, Cpls Paul Witchell and 
Everton Rock all from sunny Blandford and to Cpl Ed Luj from 
Calgary, Canada. 

Congratulations to Cpl 'Taff' Bryant on his recent promotion to 
Sgt, hope you have a nice time in NI. Well done to Sgt Si Norris who 
has just returned after completing his Sgts Course on which he 
finished 7th, take a pat on the back from us Si! 

Finally a mention for Sgt Pete Atkinson who is learning how to put 
a vehicle into 4 wheel drive. 

MT SECTION 
The Force Commander Maj Gen Clive Milner congratulates Cpl 

Rajendra Kumar Gurung on being the first member of Queen's 
Gurkha Sig Regt to receive the UNFICYP medal. Soldiers of 250 
(Gurkha) Sig Sqn now serve regularly with the Squadron. 

Maj Gen Milner and Cpl Rajendra Kumar Gurung 
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COMMCEN TROOP 
PER ONALITlES 
Tp Comd W02 (YofS) Brendan Kelly 
Tp Sgt Sgt Mick Hodkinson 
Tp Cpl Cpl Trev Bailey, A Shift Cpl Dave Smith, B Shift Cpl Dave 
Birtle, C Shift Cpl Si Richardson. 

CONGRATULATIONS 
We congratulate LCpl Dave Smith on his recent promotion to Cpl, 

and 'Taff' Phillips on his promotion to LCpl. 

ARRIVALS 
The Troop welcomes new members Cpl Dave Smith, Sigs "Tiny" 

Tlndale, Jimmy Mathieson , 'Gridge' Gibben and Eddie Halewood. 
We hope they enjoy their tour. 

DEPARTURES 
Farewell to Cpl Kev Mcintosh who goes to l Inf Bde, LCpls Taff 

NEWS FROM HQ TROOP 
Congratulations are due to the Sqn Comd and his wife Aleks on the 

birth of their baby boy George. Also due are congratulations to the 
SQMS, SSgt Nat Cole, on his recent selection for promotion to W02. 

EPISKOPI TROOP 
PERSONALITIES 
Tp Comd Capt C. S. J . Phillips 
FofS W02 (FofS) T. P. Waites 
Tp SSgt SSgt S. H. Dobson, Tech SSgt SSgt H. Watkins, External 
Line Sgt Sgt S. L. Moore, Internal Line Sgt Sgt J . W. Marsden . 

WELCOME 
Welcome to Sgt Steve Longworth and his family and 

congratulations on recent promotion. Welcome also to LCpl Darren 
Hilton and Mrs Hilton who together with Sig 'Taff' Williams have 
joined us from 21 Sig Regt. Also hello to Sig Terry Dolan from 8 Sig 
Regt. 

HODGSON SHIELD CROSS COUNTRY 
After several false starts and rearranged dates the Hodgson Shield 

Cross Country event at last got under way in January. The event was 
hosted by the Troop and was ably organised by our own 'tough-of
the-track' Sgt Shawn Wilde. 

The event saw all able bodied personnel from the Squadron gather 
outside the Jimmy Club in Episkopi. It came as a great shock to most 
that we would be expected to run, walk o~ crawl over a six a!ld a half 
mile course which appeared to be all up hills of a l to I gradient. The 
gruelling course bad the desired effect of spreading the field, so much 
so that someone took a wrong turn and half the field followed. 
Fortunately, this did not detract from the 'enjoyment'. Sgt Wilde, of 
course went on to win his own race but this was not enough for 
Episk~pi Tp to take the honours. Sev~ral ringers appe.ared for 
HQ/Mountain Tp and promptly put them m first place. Placmgs were 
as follows: 
Individuals 
Sgt Wilde - Episkopi Tp 
Sgt Piper - Airfield Tp 
Sig Motion - Episkopi Tp 

MOUNTAIN TROOP 
PERSONALITIES 

Team Placings 
lst HQ/ Mountain Tp 
2nd Episkopi Tp 
3rd Airfield Tp 

Tp Comd Lt K. Russell 
FofS SSgt (FofS) M. Milne 
Tp Sgt Sgt R. Renshaw. 

HELLOS AND GOODBYES 
Welcome to Lt Kes Russell from l Div, Sgt Rennie Renshaw from 

sunny Catterick and LCpl Gary Mathieson from 21 Sig Regt. We .b~ve 
said goodbye to Capt Nick Walker who. has. now gone to earn a hvmg 
in 6 Armd Bde Sgt Chris Ballin and his wife Cath who have mov~d 
to the CVD Ashchurch, LCpl Aly Watki';!S who is. currently m 
Catterick on a B 1 course and finally LCpl Mick ~~thendge who has 
moved to the sunnier climes of Afd Tp at Akrotm. 
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Phillips, Tony Journet, Slgs Dave McCall, Lee Wht!4:tton, o Y 
Cosgrove, Mick Stoneman and Col Pirrie who go to 30 Sig Regt. We 
thank them for their efforts here. 

UNFICYP CROSS-COUNTRY CHAMPIONSHIPS 
The UNFICYP Cross-Country Championships were held on 29 

January by DANCON at Camp Skouriotissa, an old i:oining camp 
30km from Nicosia at the foot of the Troodos mount.am range. All 
contingents within the Squadron entered a team, the first three 
runners of each team to count. Support Regiment entered a combined 
team of AAC, RAOC, REME, RAMS and R Signals. 

The course was run over a 3 x 3km undulating circuit of road and 
farm tracks around the camp. Conditions on the day were excellent 
for the time of year, warm and dry. A total of 140 C?~petitors took 
part. Sp Regt were overall winners of the competition, the team 
achieved the fol,lowing results. 

1st overall-Sgt Wrlght- ROAC, 6th overall-Maj Wellesley
AAC, 7th overall/1st vet-Sgt Steve James. 

259 Sig Sqn 
BFPO 53 

CONGRATULATIONS 
Congratulations to SSgt Mick Milne who has been selected for 

promotion to W02 and quali fied as a joint services downhill ski 
instructor. We are not sure which be considers to be the more 
important of the two! 

NEWS FROM THE MOUNTAIN 
The last couple of months have been a busy time for Mtn Tp who 

have been transferring the last few circuits over from the old GEC 
Radio Relay System to the new CRISP network. Since mid December 
the Mountain bas seen more than its fair share of snow, the worst of 
it occurring in early February. resulting in the station being cut off 
from civilisation for nearly a week. The Troop, however, has taken 
full advantage of the adverse conditions by participating in bo.t~ the 
Alpine and Nordic skiing made available by the weather conditions. 

AIRFIELD TROOP 
PERSONALITIES 

Tp Comd 
FofS 
Tp SSgt SSgt N. Phillips. 

FAREWELL 

Lt C. A. Maycock 
SSgt (FofS) D. Alexander 

January saw the departure of the latest detachment of telemechs 
from the Hong Kong Military Service Corps. Cpl "'.ong, LCp~ Wong 
and Sigs 'Hippo' Ho and Fong had a very productive and enjoyable 
cultural visit to Cyprus quickly settling in to the Troop on both the 
work and social fronts. 

We also bid farewell to Sig Jimmy alias Yorkie Sowden the Tro~p 
cartoonist, who has been 'poached' by 9 Sig Regt. No d~ub! we will 
see you on a beach sometime Y orkie. Sig Neil Wells and his wife Carol 
left us to go to another airfield-21 Sig Regt. All the best for the 
future Neil. 

ARRIVALS . 
January saw a plethora of new arrivals in the Troop. Sig Mick 

Purscell Brett Myerscough, Gaz Jordan and Spike Little. Welcome to 
the Trohp boys, hope you have an enjoyable tour. 

CHINESE SKIJNG 
The early start of the ski season was welcome news in~~d. Wo~g, 

Wong Ho and Fong joined us for a couple of hours ski mstrucbon 
and b;• the end of the day were belting d?wn the ~lop~ as if bo~n to 
it. 'Hippo' Ho earned himself the new ruckn~!11e Eddie the Chm~e 
Eagle' after a particularly spectacular, one ski Jump over a mogul-it 
didn't take too Jong for him to find his.glasses in the.snow!. They have 
left the Island enriched by new expenences and fnendships and we 
wish them a happy prosperous C'1ine.~e New Year. 

SPORT , . , . 
Congratulations to Lt Butch Maycock and Sig Tibbs Corbm on 

being selected for the Army (Cyprus) Football squad. 
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- News from Troops :. · -

PERSONALITIFS 

Unit Computing 
(UNICOM) Team 

Worthy Down 

SOI IT Lt Col D. F. Malone 
02 Comm Maj C. Urquhart 

FofS gt (Fof ) R. Isbell, Imp & Trg Team SSgt N. Grant DEM, Sgts 
. Riach. G. Gilling , D. Langridge. 
U ICOM i a MOD funded project to provide IT support to 

Regular and Territorial Units of the British Army. To give some idea 
of the size of the project we will be installing UNICOM in over 1 000 
uruts worldwide. ' 

The Team 
Back Row L to R: Sg~s Langridge, Gillings, Riach and SSgt Bogie 
Front Row L to R: Mai Urquhart, Lt Col D. Malone and SSgt (FofS) 

Isbell 

The project will provide equipment to replace the aging PAMPAS 
and CATPAC systems and, equally importantly, will provide much 
needed IT support for t~e unit st<?res, MT and equipment 
management. The system will have an integral Office Automation 
package with wordj)rocessing, spreadsheet and database facilities as 
well as electronic mail. 

Each unit will have a Local Area Network (LAN) to link all the 
users and each LAN will be connected to a Wide Area Network 
(WAN) pr<.~vided by t~e Defence Packet Switched Network (DPSN). 

The . project team 1s 100 pl!ls strong and is currently selecting 
potenual contractors and drafting the final contract. This may give 
the impression that the Corps element of UNICOM is under
employed. The opposite is true. 

Th7 lrnple~~ntation a~d _Training Team is heavily involved 
carrying out lruual and Mam Sne Surveys. It is an All-Arms team with 
~C, RA and Infantry representatives to give balance. Of the initial 
Ile surveys, B:4-0R and. NI are _complete. Approximately 50 percent 

of the UK mainland units remain outstanding including ROW sites. 
M_any of the ~orps, we are sure, have met us in our travels or if not 
~11! meet us in the near future. After a visit by the UNICOM team: 
sue i;>lans and a RHQ b_lock pla_n are drawn up. These contain outline 
details of the proposed mstallauon and a suggested terminal allocation 
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for. t?e u_nit. To produce these plans, tht. team members receive 
train.mg . m Computer Aided Design (CAD) as well as other 
apphcauons and those who were not computer literate when they 
arrived certainly are now! 

To aid final selection of a contractor for UNICOM the MOD is 
funding competitive trials at two similar locations' on the UK 
mainland . The main site surveys for these two units have been carried 
out and works service are currently being installed . These two sites 
are being looked after by Sgts Norman Risch and Gary Gillings who 
spend many a happy hour discussing the requirements with the 
contr.actors and then returning to UNICOM to amend their drawings. 

It 1s not all ~ork at UNICOM as Sgt Risch is helping to run a 
successful ~owling ~earn and we hope to bring you news of their 
conquests m ~ater 1~s.u7s . Wo~thy Down Station also provides 
excellent sporting fac1hues and inter-departmental competitions are 
run throughout the year. 

POSTINGS 
UNICOM is growing and so is the number of Royal Signals 

personnel. We welcome the fo llowing new arrivals: SSgt Nigel Grant 
BEM, recently arrived from Cyprus. (Congratulations on the Medal.) 
Sgt Paul Sioderberry who joins us from Northern Ireland . 
. We also bid farewell to SSgt Bill Bogie BEM who is leaving us for 

c1vvy street after a long and distinguished career in the Corps. Good 
luck in Scotland, Bill. 

PERSONALITIES 

633 Sig Tp 
BFPO 12 

Tp Comd Lt Harlow 
FofS W02 (FofS) Phil McGiveroo 
YofS W02 (YofS) Jim Storey, Tp SSgt SSgt Jim Lewington. 

A hearty welcome to all new members and farewell to those who 
have left. 

The Troop congratulates Sgt Lynda Halligan on being the first 
female member of the Corps to serve in this theatre. 

The Troop-1992 

EXERCISE TOUCAN BLADE 
The Troop ha~ just compl~ted. another Ex Toucan Blade (bi-annual 

oc~urrence), designed to maintain the operational use of the airhead 
while defending against a 'real' enemy. AJl participants received a pat 
on th~ back for successfully defendmg all vulnerable points for the 
first lime ever!. It was a long tiring week which began by filling 
sandbags totalling 2,500 (wh~n minetap~ would have sufficed) . But 
everyo~e ro_se to the occasion and displayed a high degree of 
profess1onal1sm and a good sense of humour. 

Our two areas of responsibility where the Tx site defended by Sgt 
Beotle_y and his Brigade and the Commcen defended by Lt Harlow 
an~ his l!l~n. The call for stand-to came and all participants ran to 
their pos1t1ons to be confronted by an air raid (two Belizean Defence 
Force planes and numerous Pumas (the 'enemy')). Sig Johns en-
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thusiastically manned the GPMG (without any rounds), and suc
cessfully brought down two enemy planes by just houting 'dagga 
dagga' at them. Cpl Oldfield shouted instructions in the background, 
taking command (or so he thought) of the war. Sgt Halligan is 
credited with taking out a recce patrol , only to discover it was a black 
plastic bag, but what the heck, we took it prisoner all the same. Back 
at the Commcen, Cpl Dave Taylor was made honorary Commcen 
operator and kept the communications going while the real operators, 
so called, got their heads down. The best brew award went to 
Cpl Boddye who for the first time, excelled himself at everything 
while LCpl Maidment got the award for being the best skiver. 
Meanwhile, at the Tx site the 'Bentley Brigade' had stock piled 
rounds, flares , etc by sending out the two best cat burglars in the 
business, namely Sigs Gluba and Sean Smith. 

Endex came without the anticipated onslaught and the Cornrncen 
and Tx site survives to fight another day. 

COMMUNICATION CENTRE MOVE BELIZE CA 
Commcen Belize was moved to its new location in October 1991 and 

the old building demolished and a new larger Commceo is being built. 
The building was condemned due to structural faults no less serious 
than the foundations sinking into the ground, breaking up and the 
walls cracking and gradually leaning inward. 

For those of you who are still looking for the Commcen we are 
presently located behind the swimming pool and next to the Blackbird 
cafe, close to the tennis courts and very near the squash courts . . . 
It' s a hard life (if you can't get an answer at the message hatch try one 
of the other venues!) . 

The move followed months of planning. W02 (FofS) Phil 
McGiveroo had destroyed about two acres of rain forest with the 
preliminary plans and the admin orders which had now been 
distributed, everyone had been briefed and all the users warned. 

We aimed at causing a minimum of disruption to our priority As 
customers, equipment and furniture was moved between buildings. 
Cpl Graham Kirtley provided light amusement when he found a patch 
of sinking sand and subsequently sunk into it up to his knees. His 
panicked expression and cries for help resulted in four people having 
to drag him from 'certain death'. The Transmitter site was 'finished 
off' by Sgts Stu Barclay and Vince Murphy in readiness for its 
alternate commcen role (Hampton Court will never be the same again) 
whilst LCpl Cas Cascareno and Sig Terry Hall completed the new 
MDF/IDF which had only arrived four days previously. It is 
rumoured that Cas finished the last with his left hand whilst holding 
on to Sgt Phil Petts feet with his right hand to stop him going into 
orbit. 

Over 1,100 pairs of cable had been laid by the telemech section 
during the previous four days led by Sgt Phil Pett. Cpl Al Jones and 
LCpl Kev Maidmeot. At 1800 hrs the mi~i exchang~ wa~ switched _on 
and the main exchange prepared for movmg. At this pomt the Behze 
syndrome caught us out, the mini exchange had not been 
programmed correctly. More work was carried out to remove the need 
for the mini exchange. 
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Mai Mike Gilyeat mad ome loud nois.: to L whilst the Main 
exchange was moved in heavy rain. By 0200 hrs the exchange had been 
rebuilt. The local Iggys, Mossies, Sand Flies, Cockroaches, Gibnuts 
and some creatures I cannot describe evacuated the new building and 
left us, the exchanges and a growing pool of water. 

The weekend dawned with torrential rain of a type only Belize can 
provide. Everywhere between the two buildings was underwater . 
Small rivers ran into the cable pits. The Troop had its first soaking of 
many when the FofS and SSgt Qlve Sear briefed everyone and set the 
teams to work . At 0900 hrs on Saturday 21 October the Tx site 
switched to a Live Commcen with no loss of comms, Sgts Martin 
Aubrey and Vince Murphy landing the quieter jobs of remaining at 
the Tx site for the rest of the move. As with any large move once the 
frantic activity began many small incidents occurred . The following 
gives a flavour of the problems some of us faced: 

Sgt Tony Allen and SSgt Clive Sear spent long periods digging 
banks of mud to keep the water back with Tony Allen wearing his 
poncho and with a backdrop of lightning flashes and dark clouds was 
reminiscent of the Somme. 

W02 (YofS) Chris Whitehead's frant ic calls for help were answered 
after 20 minutes and he was found on the ground next to his wheel 
barrow and shredder which had become bogged in. 

Sgt Linda Halligan and her team moved the Traffic Hall and 
attempted to ignore the plans and grab as much real estate as possible! 

The Telemechs jointed 900 pails in what was effectively a fast waist 
height flowing river. 

Sgt Dave Simpson, Cpls Steve Bennet and H. Lloyd and team 
moved the front office and TQMS Dept to the other side of camp! 

Sig Liston managed to man a switched off exchange for 30 minutes 
before realising his mistake. He was caught trying to sneak back to the 
mini exchange. 

In Systems Sgts Stu Barclay and Brian Wilkins, assisted by Cpls 
Dave Taylor and Bod Boddye, wired in the cabinets as they arrived. 
Brian bad arrived in the unit only two days before . . . good timing 
Brian. Bod provided the Wild Card by causing as much work as he 
completed! 

By 1800 hrs most kit was moved with the Techs and Telemechs 
continuing the work of jointing and connecting all the various line and 
equipments. Sgt Phil Pett and Al Jones swung a deal with BFBS for 
seven teeshirts in return for connecting up thesatty sports line quickly. 

The rain was lighter on Sunday 22nd but still corning down when 
the teams set to work to finish off the move. Cpl Craig Auld, who had 
guarded the commcen over night, was found safe and well, after an 
arduous duty. The main exchange came on line again at 1100 hrs 
so we set to work to remove any spurious faults. The role of live 
Commcen returned from the Transmitter site slightly late but with no 
loss of comms. 

By Monday the rain had stopped at last and most of the work 
completed. The Troop had moved a Comrncen from switch off in the 
old building to switch on in the new building in approximately 29 
hours. Everyone bad worked hard as a team although, unfortunately, 
not everyone can be named here. 

Planning and preparatory work had been carried out over the last 
nine months so some personnel who had worked on the project had 
left prior to the move, notably Sgt Steve Parnell who was involved in 
most of the line plans. He had to be forced to get on to the aircraft 
two weeks before the move occurred. 

Peace has now settled over the Commcen with the Tp Comd Capt 
Davies carrying out interviews in the back yard, Sgt Linda Halligan 
still hankering after real estate and Sgt Keo Mitchell counting the bits 
he obtained for his. military memorabilia collection during the move. 
W02 (FofS) Phil McGiveroo is still to be seen wandering between his 
seven strips of lino in his corner of the new front office to the old 
building looking for bits and pieces that disappeared down the 
proverbial black hole during the move. 

ADVERTISING 
Notices and advertisements, other than those related to a 

business interest, \viii be published free of charge to serving 
members of the Corps, and to those retired members who 
subscribe to The Wire. All other advertisements should be 
forwarded to our advertising managers, Combined Service 
Publications Ltd PO Box 4, Farnborough, Hampshire GU14 
7LR (Telephone 0252 515891) who will advise charges . 
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662 Sig Tp 
BFPO 58 

PERSO ALITIF.S 
qn Comd Capt Les Rix 

AO Lt Kim Wardner WRAC 
S 1. W02 (S M) Dale Ikin, Maint Section SSgt (FofS) Mark 

Edward , Comm Section W02 (YofS) Chris Rogan, SQMS SSgt 
( QM ) John Black, Station Comd FSS Cape Greco SSgt Nige 
Varley, Chief Clerk gt teve Gorman. 

HELLO & GOODBYES 
As 1 write this a little tear comes to my eye due to all the sad 

farewell the Troop has said since the last Wire. Goodbye and good 
luck to WOl (FofS) Pete Martin and Ann, off into the wilderness of 
civilian life. Goodbye to gt ( QMS) John Williams and wife Sgt 
Annette William who head off to 35 Sig Regt (V) and 238 Sig Sqn 
re pectively, both were real characters in the Troop and will be sadly 
mi sed. Goodbye to LCpl Eddy Edwards on transfer to RAMC and 
last but not least to Sig Sid Davies and her husband Paul heading to 
16 Sig Regt and promotion on posting, well done! 

The tear drops away now as we say hello and a warm (despite the 
exceptionally bad weather) welcome to SSgt (FofS) Mark Edwards 
and ally, SSgt John Black and Ann, Sgt Ron Bates and Barbara, Sgt 

ick Hawkins and Jacqueline and finally Cpl Paul Grundy. As always 
the be t wishes of the Troop go to those who've left as well as those 
who've joined us and we wish them all successful po tings. 

PRESENTATION OF LS & GC MEDALS 
Apologies to Sgt Dave Porteous, for a rather belated entry, pictured 

being presented his medal by the Comd Dhekelia Garrison Col 
M.A.G. Watts MBE (Late LI). with SSgt John Williams in the 
background. 
. A more rece~t presentation took place on Friday 31 January 1992 
m the Troop B1tsa Bar, when W0 2 (SSM) Dale lldn received his LS 
& GC Medal from Commander Dhekelia Garrison. 

Sgt Dave Porteous receives his LS & GC Medal from Comma nder 
Dhekelia Garrison, Col M. A. G. Watts MBE (late Lil 

SSgt John Williams in the background 
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W0 2 (SSM) Dale lkin with Col M. A. G. Watts MBE (late LI) 
pictured after the presentation of LS & GC Medal 

MAINT SECTION 
~irstly we would like to say hello to Cpl Mark Renshaw, hope you 

e~JOY your tour here .. Also a welcome to Sgt 'Tush' Tushingham and 
Lisa and congratulations on the recent promotion. 

We say farewell to Sgt Frank Grant and Nida and also to Sgt Chris 
Bough and Sarah who have both gone to colder climates. 

HAPPENINGS 
Well CRISP is still awaiting the finishing touches and looks to be 

finished in the very near future. The techs are very thin on the ground 
(well most of us) (sorry Mark). The sport and social life is as active 
as ever and it's a hard life but someone has to do it. 

Who eve; said th~t Cyp~us was a sunshine posting obviously hasn't 
been here m the wmter, it's freezing. Still the skiing is good up at 
Troodos I suppose. 

TELE MECH SECTION 
Farewells i~clude SSgt Grant BEM, (congratulations on the award) 

?ff to t,he Umcom team at Worthy Down, Cpl Neil Inman and LCpl 
Lucky. Luckhurst ~o N~rthern Ireland and School of Signals 

respectively. The section wish them and their families the very best in 
their new postings. In their places we welcome SSgt Steve Gerrish and 
Frieda, Cpl Les Chapman and Pam and LCpl Lee Barlow. We hope 
they all have a full and rewarding tour here in Cyprus and a warm one 
... when the current arctic conditions leave us! 

!he sectioi:i are d~ing very well on the sporting side with Sgt 
W1therstone mtroducmg Messrs Barlow, Miles and Ewing to the 
NJ?WTS. XV Rugby Club and what debuts they all had: Dave Miles 
bet~g hailed as the New Jeremy Guscott and Lee Barlow breaking his 
leg m two places ... here's to next season! 

Sig Miles and 'JR' have also excelled al soccer this season with the 
former being selected for Army Cyprus Trials ... well done. 

Our two stalwarts LCpls 'Johno' Johnson and Joe McGinness still 
excel .at the more sedate sport of orienteering. I suppose I'd also better 
mention Cpl Les Chapman (and Pam's) prowess on the golf course as 
well! Nice to see the sporting side coming on. The rumours are rife 
that. t~e .new 'Staffy' is taking up chess. 
Fu~1shmg on a happy note, many congratulations to LCpl 

McGmness and Elaine on the birth of baby Michael. 
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THE ROYAL SIGNALS YACHT CLUB 

Admiral 
Commodore 
Vice Commodore 

Maj Gen P . D. Alexander CB MBE 
Col P . J . P ritchard 
Col R. A. Wright 

Rear Commodores: Offshore, Maj B. H . Rowe; Dinghies, Lt Col M. J. P . Collin3; Windsurfing, Lt Col C. D. McK Kemp 

CONTACTS 

Yachtmasters: UK: Lt Col A. Davies, Blandford Mil 2344 
BAOR: Capt A. P. Bristow, Verden Mil 302 
Cyprus: Maj R. C. T . Cuthbert, Ayios Nikolaos 7466 

Secretaries: General : Maj J . P. McD Coulthard, Tidwortb Mil 2320 
Dinghy Racing UK: Capt D. C. A. Ellis, Blandford Mil 2489 
Dinghy Racing BAOR: Capt G. R. Norton, Herford Mil 2349 
UK Windsurfing: Capt D. J . Gilchrist, Tidworth Mil 2322/ 2403 
BAOR Windsurfing: WOl J.P. Mold, Herford Mil 3285 

YACHTING 

1992 PROGRAMME 
J;lY the time these notes are published Spring will be well on the way. 

It . •~ therefore appropriat~ to publish the dates of this year 's major 
sailing events, together with a few words of explanation particularly 
where we are attempting to run something new into the programme. 
In view of the lack of space in this column, we are unable to list all 
Yacht Club teams, racing fixtures, however open events are listed and 
of course, full details of all events can always be obtained from on~ 
of the contacts listed above. 

May 4-5 Corps (BAOR) Windsurfing Dummersee 
Championships 

4-5 RSYC (BAOR) Dinghy Regatta Dummersee 
5-8 RSYC Dinghy Regatta Catterick 
11-18 Offshore Qualifying Course Gosport 
18-19 (BAOR) Windsurfing Championships Dummersee 
26 Apprentice Dayboat Regatta Sea view 
27-28 RSYC Dayboat Regatta Sea view 

Jun 3-6 Corps (UK) Windsurfing Browndown 
Championships 

4-5 Triangular Regatta Sea view 
12-14 Offshore Rally Solent 
27-28 Army Windsurfing Championships Weymouth 

Jul 2-3 ASA Dayboat Regatta Sea view 
6-8 BFG Windsurfing Championships Dummersee 
15-17 Army Junior Championships Chepstow 
16-26 RSYC (BAOR) Offshore Regatta Kiel 
25-26 Combined Services Windsurfing To be 

Championships notified 
Aug 3-9 RSYC Offshore Regatta Gosport 
Sep 5-6 ASA Dinghy Championships Netley 
Oct 1-3 RSYC Windsurfing Championships Browndown 

3 Ex Signal Venture 92/93 Gosport 
Nov 6 AGM Blandford 

The Dinghy Regatta, 5-8 May, is being revamped this year, and held 
on inland waters. It is to be four days of combined training (individual 
and team racing), together with actual racing. The idea is to get as 
many of the Corps sailors together as possible early in the season so 
that we can get some good training in for both the top echelon Corps 
team and the sailor who is just coming into racing. This event will also 
encompass the North vs South match. The proposed venue is 
Catterick, using the six Corps Enterprises at Thornton Stewart, with 
the four Corps Enterprises from Harrogate brought up to boost the 
size of the fleet. 

The Offshore Rally, 12-14 June we will be meeting at East Cowes 
on Friday evening and dining at the Lymington Town Sailing club on 
Saturday. A new departure is the fact that we have block booked a 
number of JSASTC craft and therefore can offer more than just our 
own two UK yachts to members. If you would like to attend this 
popular event, you should contact the Rear Commodore (Offshore) 
at RHQ Royal Signals. 

The Offshore Regatta, 3-9 August, is to be run in the Solent along 
Baltic Regatta lines. However the minimum skipper qualification will 
be Day Skipper only and those with limited racing .experience are 
encouraged to take part. Since August can be a difficult month, unit 
sailing officers are urged to act now with a view to entering a team 
(yachts will be provided!). 
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Ex Signal Venture is still at the planning stage. We hope to publish 
full details of our winter adventure training exercise to warmer 
latitudes in our next issue of Wire notes . 

J24 CAMPAIGN 
by Capt D. Ellis 

Those of you who read this page regularly will recall the great 
success that we had last season in the European Championships, when 
we finished second European in the event. You may also recall that 
the National Championships were to follow this, and wondered where 
we came in these. The answer, I am sorry to say, is only 12th. This 
event was sailed out of Plymouth, in fairly light winds with a choppy 
sea, the worst possible combination for Chieftain, as she is heavy in 
the ends and pitches too much in these conditions. 

More excuses, I hear you say. Well, yes and no. Yes, I suppose it 
could be construed as an excuse, and no, because we are currently 
working on a plan to replace Chieftain with a new J24, so our excuses 
will all have gone, should our plans come to fruition. By the next issue 
of The Wire we should be in a position to state exactly how this is all 
going to happen. (It may even have occurred by then!) 

Our plan for the 1992 season is to ensure that we qualify for the 
1993 Worlds, and so we shall compete in all the UK 1993 World 
Qualifier events, which are to be held the length and breadth of the 
country. We shall be travelling to Hayling Island and Cowes on the 
South coast, to Holyhead in orth Wales and on up to Clyde in 
Scotland for the Nationals. We shall also be competing in the major 
non-qualifier events to keep the level of practice up. 

The European Championships are to be held at Marstrand in 
Sweden , and we shall definitely be competing in these, to see if we can 
better last year's result! This will be a major over-land expedition, as 
the direct ferry Harwich-Gothenburg works out at a mere £1,500 
round trip. Therefore we shall be going via Hook of Holland, up to 
Puttgarden in Germany and then island-hopping over Denmark to 
Sweden via Rodby and Helsningor/Helsingborg. It should be an 
interesting trip with 24ft and one and a half tons of boat behind us. 

The 1992 World Championships are in Annapolis, USA, in 
October. The definitive answer as to whether we are going or not is 
yes, if we can. (Or more truthfully, don't know at the moment.) The 
reason is that we finished sixth in the UK qualifier series last year, and 
UK only has five places to the Worlds. We also finished second 
European in the European Championships, and only the fust goes 
from this event. So at the moment we are waiting on one of six teams 
ahead of us to drop out. We shall have a minimum of 50 days notice, 
as all entries have to declare their hand by that date; hopefully we 
might get more than that, if one of those ahead of us sees no 
possibility of ·going and states this to the Class committee. 

All in all it should be an interesting season, and we are hoping for 
some good results from it. That said, it won't be easy, as there are a 
lot of very good sailors in this Class, and more are joining all the time. 

Editorial Footnote: We wish the team every success in their 
preparation for both the European and World Championships. 

THE LATE COLONEL R.S. H OLBROOK 
Members of the Yacht Club will be very sorry to hear of the death 

of Col Robbie Holbrook. He was an Honorary Rear Commodore of 
the Club who continued his long standing interest and influence in our 
daily affairs throughout his life. Also a flag officer of the Seaview 
Yacht Club, he invariably played a key role in our annual regattas 
there and was always prepared to pass on his experience to those who 
were keen to learn. 
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GOLF 

CORP GOLF 1992 

Meeting 
30 priJ, I May 
16. 17 Sep1ember 
11-15 fay 
I -22 May 

Spring 
Au1umn 
AGA 
AOGS 

Catterick (See below) 
Catterick 
We t Lancashire 
Royal St Georges/ 

Cinque Ports 
Corps Golfers who have not received a personal copy of the fixtures 

Ii 1 hould contacl the Hon ec, Capt L. Yates (ATN 754-8027 or 
P T 0254-262444). 

The alternative venue for the Corps Spring Meeting is the result of 
the new management at Tracey Park requesting a swingeing increase 
in green fees. Thi would have resulted in green fee charges of £60 per 
player for two days, compared with £22 which we have negotiated at 
Cauerick. 

Matches 
Date 
Wedne day 6 May 
Wednesday 20 May 
Thur day 28 May 
Wednesday 10 June 
Wedne day 17 June 
Friday 3 July 
Tuesday 7 July 
Friday 31 July 
Friday 7 August 
Friday 28 August 
Monday 7 September 
Friday 11 September 
Monday 14 September 

Opponents 
RAPC 
RE 
HMS Mercury 
Staff College 
RMAS 
RCT 
RAF Sports Day 
RA 
REME 
RAMC/RADC 
Infantry 
RAOC 
Ironsides 

Venue 
Tyrells Wood 
Hankley Common 
Isle of Purbeck 
Wentworth 
Aldershot 
Blackmoor 
Catterick 
Berkshire 
Blackmoor 
Farnham 
Catterick 
Fulford 
Woking 

ROYAL SIGNALS CYPRUS ALL ISLAND INDIVIDUAL GOLF 
CHAMPIONSHIPS 

The competition was held at Joint Services Golf Club Dhekelia on 
Friday 22 November. The weather conditions for golf were ideal : 
warm with little wind. The course was in excellent condition and 
beckoned the competitors to play good golf. 

At 0730 hrs in the morning the players set off on their first challenge 
of the day, 12 holes. Players from Dhekelia realising the worst to 
come was the onslaught of the back six holes in the afternoon . 

The competition was gross strokeplay and had nett prizes. While 
players were having their lunch and chatting about battle on the 
course, the scorers were sorting out the leadership order. Some good 
rounds from Bill Edwards gross 48, Les Rix, Clive Smith and Kev 
Murphy all on nett 40. 

Then came the biggest challenge-IS holes in the afternoon, players 
from Ay Nik and Episkopi not knowing quite what to expect. It was 
soon to take its toll of some players. Even so some good rounds came 
in and were discussed over the 19th hole. Bill Edwards and Les Rix 
once again returning good cards but Gary Corrigan and Jim Newell 
returned reasonable cards to enter the frame. 

After a short period the final places were sorted out and were as 
follows:-

lst Place and Royal Bill Edwards 9 Sig Regt 129 
Signal Champion 

2nd Gross Gary Corrigan 662 Sig Tp 141 
3rd Gross Jim Newell 662 Sig Tp 143 
1st Nett Les Rix 662 Sig Tp 105 
2nd Nett Clive Smith 662 Sig Tp 111 
3rd Nett Kev Murphy 662 Sig Tp 120 
Best 18 Gross Dave Hizzett 9 Sig Regt 95 

Nett Jock Robertson 9 Sig Regt 81 
Best 12 Nett Chris Gardner 662 Sig Tp 47 

The organisers would like to thank Alan's Motors for sponsoring 
the event, Dhekelia Golf Club for hosting the competition and Brig 
J. H. Almonds for presenting the prizes. 

ORIENTEERING 
From the Captain R Signals Orienteering 

Casually glancing through any issue of The Wire, one finds 
numerous mentions of orienteering. There is obviously a lot going on 
al unil and sub-unil level. Al the other end of the spectrum, the Corps 
has had some individual successes over recent years. Cpl Sharp 
becoming Inter-Services Champion is the most striking example. Maj 
Bateson h~s also reached Army standard. Without giving a 
comprehensive summary of Corps successes, I should mention that 
both our TA and Junior teams have had success. 

However, over many years the sport has been dominated by the 
Gunners. That is still true today, although REME have put together 
a very strong Corps squad. The point I am making is that despite our 
successes we are still not iri the top di vision as far as orienteering is 
concerned. My point is illustrated by the results of last year's Inter
Corps Championships: 

Poinls 
I. REME A 761 
2. RA A 804 
3. REME B 866 
4. R SIGNALS A 877 
8. RA B 970 

12. R SIGNALS B 1082 
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Given this situation, my aim, as Captain of R Signals Orienteering, 
is to try to convert the activity that exists at unit level into long term 
success at Corps level. To do that, the age structure of the Corps 
squad needs to be changed. Last year it contained three majors and 
six warrant officers but only two junior ranks, despite the successes 
of the Corps junior squad over many years. It is therefore my 
intention to build a B team of younger, less experienced, individuals. 

To do this I need the help of all unit orienteering officers. Only you 
know who has the potenlial to do well. If we can identify these 
individuals at unit level then there is a chance that we can build a 
squad that can take on and beat both Gunner and REME teams. Unil 
orienteering officers are therefore requested to send me details of 
anyone they believe could fit this bill. Potential, rather than any 
particular level of competence, is the important criteria. My address 
is Maj N. W. Gill R Signals, 84 ASC, RAF Staff College, Bracknell, 
Berkshire RG l2 3DD. Tel: Bracknell Mil 727 1, Fax: Bracknell Mil 
7299. Alternatively please contact one of the following: R Signals 
BAOR Orienteering Secretary: Maj S. J. P urser, 7 Sig Regt; Captain 
R Signals Woman's Orienteering Team: Maj J. C. Payne, 33 Sig Regt 
(V) or Manager, R Signals Junior Orienteering Team: W02 
Palfreyman, AA Coll Harrogate. 
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THE ROYAL IGNALS A SOC ATION 
Patron: HRH The Princes. Royal GCVO 

President: The Master of Signal~ 

Chairman and Treasurer: Major General P. D. Alexander CB MBE 

General Secretary: Colonel A . N. de Bretton-Gordon 

Welfare Secretary: Mrs P . J. Haw 

Assistant Secretary: Major G. Schofield l\IBE 

Administrative Officer: Mr R. H. Whittle 

Association Office, RHQ Royal Signals, 56 Regency Street, London SWlP 4AD. Tel Military System: London District 8424. STD 071 414 8424 
Welfare Secretary (direct line) 071 630 0801. 

BRIGHTON BRANCH 
Our January meeting was enjoyed very much by all those who 

participated. A big thank you to Sonia for an excellent talk , 
demonstration and tasting on how a fondue should be served . Our 
thanks also to Brian and Carol for Lhe buffet and organising the 
raffle, and everyone who donated a raffle prize, (keep up the good 
work). The fifty club was won by Derek Swann, (well done Derek) 
poetic justice really because earlier in the evening Derek and Paula 
had very kindly donated a substantial amount of money to our funds 
to pay for our new accoutrements for the Branch Standard. 

On Saturday 25 January, 884 Sig Tp (V) bad their annual Christmas 
dinner at the Sackville Hotel. A super evening organised by the Troop 
commiltee and our branch was well represented by serving and retired 
members. To thank Lhe Troop for their excellent support over Lhe year 
and the use of their bar each month, a presentation of a port decanler 
was made by one of our Vice Presidents, Jan Powell. 

COTSWOLDS BRANCH 
Members of Cotswolds Branch send greelings to all past and present 

members of the Corps. 
We start with the Annual Reunion at Blandford last year which 

several of our members attended. Our Standard Bearer was Mr 
Charles Smart. Th.is was followed by a larger contingent attending the 
Catterick Reunion weekend . For the Freedom of Richmond and the 
Church Parades, our Standard Bearer was Mr Alan Wingate. The 
weekend was thoroughly enjoyed by all members and we would like 
to Lhank the Staff of Lhe Training Regiments who made us all so very 
welcome. 

On Remembrance Sunday our Standard was paraded at Northleach 
by Mr John Smart, while we were well represented at the 
Remembrance Day Parade and the Festival of Remembrance which 
both Look place in Cheltenham. On a lighter note we wonder if any 
other Branches can boast the use of three Standard Bearers in so short 
a time. This is the problem of not having a permanent Standard 
Bearer (the position is still vacant). Our next major event was the 
annual Christmas Social which was very well attended and our thanks 
go to our Secretary Mrs Marjorie Cropp, who organised the evening's 
enlertainment. The feslivities were preceded by the presentation of 
the Association's 50 Year Badge-Lhis was awarded to Lt Col John 
Waite and was presented to him by our President Col Freddie Worth 
OBE. We hope that John's award will be the firsl of many for the 
Branch but, unfortunately, some of us will have to wait a few more 
years Lo qualify. 

We would like to welcome the following new members to Lhe 
Branch, Mr David Green, Mr Derrick Wheatley and Mr Ray Woolley. 
We are delighted to welcome new members, serving or retired at our 
monthly meetings which are held on the second Tuesday of each 
month in the Victory Club, Cheltenham at 1930 hrs. If anyone 
requires any further information regarding the Cotswolds Branch then 
our Secretary's address is Mrs M. E. Cropp, 18 Church Road, 
Swindon Village, Cheltenham, Glos GLSI 9QP. 

50 year Badges were awarded LO Marjery Archer and Bill (Porky) 
Edwards and Frank (Derek) Swan by our Vice President Derek Powell 
during the evening of our AGM on 7 February. The occasion was 
rounded off with a buffet supper. 

SCARBOROUGH BRANCH 
ROY AL SIGNALS SPECIAL EVENT GBOBBS 

It came as a great shock when we were told thal Burniston Barracks 
was closing . We had heard rumours in 1990, so at least we had had 
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a year's reprieve. Amateur Radio members in the branch thought it 
would be a good idea to give Lt Col Gordon Wallace and his staff a 
good send off by operating a special event station from the barracks. 

The special call GBOBBS Lo mark the !30th Anniversary and closure 
of the Signal Training Centre, Burniston Barracks, was operated by 
Royal Signals Amateur Radio Society Members and Scarborough 
special events group from 12 to 25 October 1991. 

The layout as on previous special events was the same. 2 HF and 
1 VHF posilion located in the radio hul on the edge of the playing 
field overlooking the north bay. Unfortunately the two 35ft aerial 
masls had been taken down, but thanks to prompt action by 
Scarborough Amateur Radio Club Members, two masts were erected 
in time for the start of the event. 

Our two year operation from the Barracks is recorded on video tape 
and photographs will no doubt see their way LO the Scarborough 
Room in the museum at Catterick. 

The station was in great demand worldwide and many UK members 
called in to wish us well. 

On our second day of operation President RSARS, Brig Martin 
Roberts GOOBV and Maj (Retd) Ray Webb G3EKL General 
Secretary, visited us. They enjoyed a chat and a glass of wine before 
departing for other duties. 

During the operation two amateur radio novice licence sludents 
visited the station, Philip Earnshaw and Andrew Parnell, both aged 
12. At the time we were in contact with the RSARS single sideband 
net. Through the net controller they were able to pass a greetings 
message to G4RS RSARS HQ Station Catterick. Philip has passed his 
written and morse examinations and is awaiting his novice call, 
2EOABI, to be issued. 

Sadly, the operation closed on 25 October after making 900 
contacts worldwide. 

Befilting the occasion, Lt Col Gordon Wallace arranged a Jimmy 
Club closure on 26th and to be sure a good night was had by all. Our 
thanks go to Lt Col Gordon Wallace and staff. We bid you farewell 
but never to be forgotten. RSRAS Headquarters and staff for 
sponsoring the event, RSA Scarborough Branch for their support, all 
operators for their hard work and Paul Smith for the video. 

At the end of our last special event report mention was made of the 
formation of Royal Signals Scarborough Amateur Radio Club. I am 
glad to report the call GORCS has been issued. 

L to R: Kevin Prince GONUP, Maj (Retd) Ray Webb G3EKL, Lt Col 
Gordon Wallace, Brig Martin Roberts GOOBV and Peter Bateman 

G3LCG 
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56 (LO DON) DIVISION TA SIGNALS 
OLD COMRADES MOTOR CYCLE 

DISPLAY TEAM 
'Tho e Magnificent Men in Their Flying Machines' 

To emphasi e that 'active life' begins at 55, the Post Office recently 
enli ted the help of Roy Castle and a gang of 'bikers' . By coincidence 
he had ridden in their di play fo r the 1989 Old Comrades Weekend at 
Cauerick (televised on 'Record reakers'). The gang is, according to 
the Guinnes Book of Record , the 'world's mos durable motorcycle 
di play team', distinguished gentlemen now with an average age of 76, 
who fir t rode their Rudge Ulsters in the 1937 Royal Tournament. 
Fifty year later they reappeared, still on 1937 Ulsters, as part of the 
Royal Signals White Helmets' act in the 1987 and 1990 Tournaments . 

ix of the team, clad in their now familiar Blues caps with pre-war 
Corp cap badges and, white overalls, each carrying its wearer's 
impres ive row of medals, piled on to a single Rudge and turned the 
centre of Leed main square into an arena for the day. In between 
riding they convinced a host of septagenarian admirers that even at 75 
plus life need not slow down too much. 

The following day, again with Roy Castle, they gave a repeat 
performance in front of the GPO in Sheffield. 

The team recently made a commercial for Cadbury's Wispa bars ; 
both these events are due to be seen on Independent Television UK 
thi spring. For these events the team has made an overall contribution 
of £1,300 during February to the Association Benevolent Fund. 

Left to Right: Geoff Putt, Benny Bennett, Bill Barry, Jim Law with 
Roy Castle up top, Len Gasson and Robin Thyer 

THE INDIAN SIGNALS ASSOCIATION OF GREAT BRITAIN 
The Indian Signals Association is a branch of the Royal Signals 

Association. It is probably the oldest and, its members claim, it is the 
best! The object of the Association is to foster and maintain the spirit 
of comradeship which arose between all those who served with Indian 
Signals. This is taken to include those of all nations so serving and to 
infer the fostering of good relations with the Signals Corps of India 
and Pakistan. Membership is open to all who, prior to the partition 
of India on 15 August 1947, served with Indian Signals inside or 
outside India or with Royal Signals inside India. 

As age catches up numbers are expected to dwindle over the next 
decade but the Assocation, 260 strong, still goes from strength to 
strength. The youngest member is in his early 60s. The oldest is 95; 
he is also the oldest member (call-sign G4VNP) of the Royal Signals 
Amateur Radio Society. 

The Association has its Annual General Meeting and Reunion 
Dinner at The Victory Services Club on the second Saturday of April 
each year and members attend, as a group, Corps Association 
Reunions in Blandford and Catterick. 

Interested and eligible readers are invited to contact Alex Trueman, 
the Association Secretary, at 29 Cotswold Road, Belmont, Sutton, 
Surrey SM2 SNW (Tel: 081-643 9489). 
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VISIT OF MR S. TF.JA SINGH, LATE INDIAN SIGNAL CORPS 
Mr S. Teja Singh, who served in the Indian Signals Corps from 1927 

to 1947, visited Britain fo r six months in 1991 arriving 27 June and 
departing on 27 December. Now 83, the main purpose of his trip was 
to see his voungest children, a son and a daughter, who live with their 
families in the Hounslow area. He also cherished a wish to contact 
three former officers of the Corps whom he knew (\S subalterns in 
Muttra where they successively commanded 6 Med Arty Bde Sig Sec, 
part of the then 3rd Indian Inf Div Sigs which had its headquarters 
in Meerut. 

The programme arranged by his family denied him an opportunity 
to make early contact with anyone in Royal Signals but, on 7 
September 1991 when attending the sixth annual reunion of the Indian 
Ex-Servicemen's Association in Southall, he met, quite by chance, two 
members of the Indian Signals Association, Maj T. W. 'Tom' Bewsey 
and Maj H. J. 'Joe' Crocker. Mindful of the fact that Association 
members had been shown overwhelming hospitality when visiting 
India and Pakistan in 1986 and 1988 it was decided to arrange a small 
programme to ensure that Teja Singh's visit to Britain was a 
memorable one. 

He was quickly put in touch with the three officers be most wished 
to contact. He found Lt Col J. D. L. 'John' Morris Jiving in Norfolk, 
Lt Col N. E. I. 'Nick' Pocock living in Hertfordshire and Lt Col E . 
B. 'Basil' Elliott living in Kent. In no time he had been to see John 
Morris and Nick Pocock in their homes - and wallow in nostalgia 
they did . 

At RHQ Royal Signals on 7 November he met Maj Gen P. D. 'Paul ' 
Alexander, a former Signal Officer in Chief and now Chairman of the 
Royal Signals Association, and Maj Gen J.M. W. 'John ' Badcock, 
a former Master of Signals, both of whom had visited India in 1986. 
On the same day be joined the Royal Signals contingent at the Field 
of Remembrance Service at Westminster, an event graced by the 
presence of Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth The Queen Mother. Then 
followed a tour of Westminster Abbey and a visit to the Cabinet War 
Rooms, off Horseguards in Whitehall, where Britain's wartime Prime 
Minister, Winston Churchill , and his staff bad offices during the blitz. 

On 17 December, accompanied by Mr Saudagar Khan, he visited 
the School of Signals in Blandford. He was welcomed by Brig A. E. 
G. 'Ashley' Truluck, and given a guided tour of the Royal Signals 
Museum by Maj R. 'Roger' Pickard. He was able to give Brig Truluck 
a first-hand account of his knowledge of the cable wagon, one of 
which is on prominent display in the museum. The visitors returned 
home after lunch in the School of Signals Sergeants ' Mess where they 
were guests of RSM D. A. Hogben. Saudagar Khan served with the 
Indian Signal Corps from 1942 to 1947 when, following partition, he 
transferred to the Pakistan Signals Corps. He has lived in Britain since 
1964. 

Mr Teja Singh explaining to Commander School of Signals some 
' of the difficulties and dangers laying cable by cable wagon 

On 18 December, accompanied by Mr Danny McCarthy, a former 
trooper of the 14th/ 20th King's Hussars who served in India from 
1936 to 1941, Teja Singh was a guest at the Royal Hospital, Chelsea 
where he met contempor.aries who had served in India and was shown 
around the hospital by In-Pensioner (former Sgt) J. G. A. 'Jerry' 
Lamb, who surprised his visitors by speaking fluent Urdu , a skill he 
has retained since leaving India in 1938. Jerry Lamb's claim to fame 
is that he is the only in-pensioner in the history of the Royal Hospital 
to operate an amateur radio station from the premises. He is a 
member (call sign G3GXW) of the Royal Signals Amateur Radio 
Society. After lunch in the very grand surroundings of the Great Hall, 
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where Teja Singh was introduced to the Governor, Gen Sir Rowland 
Guy, Teja Singh and Danny McCarthy visited the National Army 
Museum which has the largest display of Indian Army regalia and 
militaria in the United Kingdom. 

Teja Singh impressed everyone he met. Not only is he a worthy 
ambassador for his country and a fine representative of his Corps , but 
he set the best example of a good soldier . Smart, upright and alert, 
his memory is excellent, being able to recall events, dates, names and 
army numbers of soldiers (British and Indian) he has known with 
remarkable clarity. He has written since he returned home to India 
and his letters are full of praise for the hospitality he received. 

WALKING WORKS WONDERS! 
by Capt (Retd) Alex Walker 

A cartilage operation in 1990 ended my years of long-distance 
running, which included two London Marathons p987 and 1988). In 
spite of my age-I am no"':' 78-I was determm~d not to !~ad a 
sedentary retirement and decided to take up long-distance walkmg. I 
would train for 'The Long Walk' to raise money for the British Heart 
Foundation and the Freeman's Transplant Association. I started my 
training by taking a holiday near Land's End- a walking holiday, of 
course. Here, incidentally I met a lady who gave me no end of 
encouragement to go through with my project. 

I commenced my walk from John O'Groats on 23 June 1991 
completely on my own-no back up-carrying my kit on my back. 
The walk took me 42 days which included 3 rest days. The total 
mileage was 917; I averaged 25 miles a day. The total "'."as ~ore than 
I had envisaged as I couldn't always find a night's lod~mg directly on 
my route and there were various diversions through roadworks etc. I 
had spent quite a lot of time researching and planning my route. Most 
of the B&B stops were ad hoc, but the BHF and the Ff A had very 
kindly arranged with some of their members to offer me a ~ght' s rest 
in various places along the route. All of these were .rust clas.s, 
especially a super two night stay in the lovely hotel at. Blair Athol! m 
Scotland. Hospitality everywhere was wonderful ~d m ~any cases I 
was met by transplant recipients who escorted me mto their towns and 
villages; some walked several miles with me. 

My halfway point was my home town of Northallerton where I was 
met by the Mayor, members of BHF, FfA and others . yve all paraded 
through the High Street-it was market day an.d collecuons.were made 
in pubs and shops; a tidy sum had been realised by the ume we got 
through the market. I had my second rest day here and my g?od lady 
friend drove over 300 miles to see me make the halfway pomt. 

During the journey, I met many interesting people who stopped to 
chat and make a donation . It never ceased to amaze me how generous 
people could be. I was also met by a number of Mayors in their Town 
Halls the BHF having contacted them beforehand. 
Th~ weather over the six weeks varied from downpours in the 

Highlands of Scotland to a heatwave on Bodmin Moor. The nine 
miles over this area was very monotonous and wasn't helped by the 
estimated 80 degrees temperature. I couldn't get a drink of water or 
my usual Guinness anywhere and the extensive roadworks for~ed me 
to clamber over equipment. However, the fact that I was nearmg the 
end of my journey ·spurred me on. 

I reached Land's End on 3 August at 4 pm, exactly as planned. 
There to meet me were the stout supporters of the BHF and thre~ men 
from the FrA, who, through my walk had.become very go~d fnends. 
Last, but not least , my good lady friend Eileen who had d~1ven down 
from Surrey. After the press etc . had gone, I proposed to E~een under 
the Land's End signpost and she agreed to become my wife! 

(Wire readers will know that Capt Walker is al.ways walking for 
Charity. This walk, which took place last yeai:. raised funds for . the 
Freeman's Transplant Association and the Briush He~ Foundauo.n. 
At the annual LET-JO'G Association dinner he received ~ spec1a! 
award for his lone effort. Capt Walker says that one of his BandB 
halts was with Capt (Retd) Harry A. M. Waugh and Mrs Waugh. He 
also came across Colin Dawson from Catterick days.) 

We wish Alex and Eileen very happy days together. 

" F' COMP ANY BOYS ROY AL SIGNALS 1939 

A reunion is planned for September 1992 for all members of 'F' 
Company who were at Catterick in 1939. Please contact Alan (Podge) 
Ridgcon at 153 Sibthorpe Road, Lee, London SE12 9DR. 
Tel: 081-857-2733, or Don Chetwynd at 11 Parmiter Way, Wimborne, 
Dorset BH21 2BS. Tel: 0202 882750, or Victor Dugdale 12 Deep Well 
Drive, Camberley, Surrey GU15 2HF or RHQ R Signals Tel: 071 414 
8431. 
OTHER REUNIONS ARE ON PAGE 88 
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ROYAL SIGNALS ASSOCIATION 
BENEVOLENT FUND 

The following donations were gratefully received during January 
1992. 
56 Division OCA Branch ...... . ... ... . . · · · · · · · · · · · 
42 Sig Regt Officers' Club . . .. .. .......... · · · · · . · · · 
M . F. and E. Julien . . ......... . .. . .... · · · · · · · · · · · 
In memory of H. Cole ...... . . ... .. .. . .. .. · . · .. · · · 
W02 Reynolds 3 Sqn 39 Sig Regt (SC)(V) . . ........ . 
N. H. Chadwick ... ... . . .... . .. .. ... . .. . · · · · .. · · · · 
Sir Peter Scott ... . .... .. .. . ....... . .. ... . · · . .. · · · 
In memory of W. Emerson .... .. .. .. ...... ....... . 
G . G. Stockwell . ... . . . . . . . . .. ... .. .. . . .. . .. . . ... . 
Royal Mail Finance (London South West) ..... . .... . 
Certa Cito Lodge .. .. . . . ..... .. . .. .... .... . ..... . . 
M. H. Lea . ......... . .. . .... .. . ... ... . . .. · · ······ 
H . F . Bailey . . .. .. . . .. . . .. . ..... . .... ... . . . .. . .. . 
In memory of Lt Col R . Fenton ... .. . .. .. .. . .... .. . 

£191.00 
£130.00 
£100.00 
£100.00 
£ 73.50 
£ 50.00 
£ 25.00 
£ 21.44 
£ 20.00 
£ 20.00 
£ 10.00 
£ 10.00 
£ 5.00 
£ S.00 
£760.94 

The following donations were gratefully received during February 
1992. 

Bequeathed by F. W. S. Jourdain . ....... . .. .. ..... . 
G.G.T. Advertising ... . .. . . . . . ...... . .... . .. . ... . . . 
In memory of Sig J. Gibson .... . . . .. . .. . .... · .... · · 
Teliesyn TV Co Ltd ......... . . .. .... .. .... . ...... . 
R.S.A . Lincoln Branch ..... . .... . ... .. ........ .. .. . 
R.S.A . Huddersfield Branch . ........... . .......... . 
In memory of T. Griffiths .... . ... . ... . .......... . . . 
In memory of Lt Col Cann . ...... . ................ . 
D. O'Leary ........ . .... .. .... . ........ · ·········· 
In memory of Lt Col K. E. P. Andrews MBE ....... . 
R. C. Bryson .. ........ . .... .. .... .. .. . · · · · · · · · · · · 

LE TIER 
From: Peter M. Barlow 

£2500.00 
£800.00 
£150.00 

£75.00 
£50.00 
£36 .00 
£25 .00 
£20.00 
£20.00 
£10.00 

£5.00 

£3691.00 

Dear Sir, . 
In January 1991 I visited Perth in Western Australia to watch 

England play in the Test Match. . 
On the day before I left I remembered an ex-colleague of mme 

telling me that a colleague of ours, WO Eugene Dullagha~, had gone 
to live in Australia when he left the Corps. I had no . idea where 
in Australia he might be. I consulted the Perth telephone drrectory and 
found two Dullaghan's listed and on phoning the first number 
discovered that it was Eugene who lived there. 

I was leaving early the next morning but told Eugene that I would 
be back in December 1991 and would see him then. Much to my 
surprise he told me that be was working for the same Company as 
another colleague Capt (Retd) Terry Balch and the enclo~ed 
photograph shows the three of us together at a barbecue on BoXJng 
Day at Terry's house. 

Terry and Eugene work for Canon Corporation, Eugene as .a 
Service Engineer and Terry as Sales Manager for an area of Australia 
the size of Western Europe. 

Eugene, Terry and myself were all together '.it ~ Armd Bde in Soest 
in 1972173 and I thought it a remarkable co-mc1dence that 20 years 
later we should all meet up in Western Australia. 

Yours faithfully, 
Peter Barlow 

(Peter Barlow is now running a company which provides Financial 
Services and is a Wire advertiser.) 

Left to Right: Eugene Dullaghan, Terry Balch and Peter Barlow 
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TH 
The Ro al Ho pita! at Chelsea a founded by King Charles II in 

16 2 a a home for old oldier . It military tradition form a natural 
etting for men who have spent a great part of their lives in the Army 
o that old oldier find themselves in an atmosphere they recognise 

and understand. Moreover, they are all more or le s contemporarie 
and imilar in their outlook and interests. 

LIFE AT THE ROYAL HOSPITAL 
The Ho pital is conducted on military lines but without the rigours 

of military di cipline. Uniform is worn within the Royal Hospital but 
civilian clothe may e worn out ide. Meal times are set but flexible. 
The e meal are ser d re taurant style in the Great Hall but tho e 
who are infirm have their meals brought to them in the Long Wards. 

Each Long Ward contains two row of 22 berths or small rooms, 
ba k to back, flanked by wide corridors. In each berth there is room 
for a bed, wardrobe, chest of drawers, table and a chair. Each berth 
i equipped with radio headphones and has its own reading lamp. In
Pen ioner may al o u e their own portable television sets in their 
berth. 

In-Pensioners are in the care of the senior taff of the Hospital-the 
Governor, the Lieutenant Governor and Secretary, the Assistant 
Secretary and the Adjutant (a retired officer who is the Commanding 
Officer of the In-Pensioners). The other officers include the Chaplain, 
Quartermaster and six officers known as Captains of Invalids, who 
are in charge of the six companies in which the In-Pensioners are 
organised. Each company has a Company Sergeant Major, a Colour 
Sergeant, three Sergeants and three Corporals, all of whom are 
recruited from the In-Pensioners themselves. 

One of the most attractive features of any community life is the 
opportunity it offers for the sharing of duties. At the Royal Hospital, 
there are many tasks for those who wish to work and earn a small 
remuneration. In this way, the Hospital is helped economically and 
the In-Pensioners concerned become involved in and share in the 
responsibility for the running of the Royal Hospital . 

Only such discipline is demanded as is necessary for the 
maintenance of mutual respect betwee men and staff and the smooth 
running of the Hospital. Virtually no restraint is placed on the 
activities of the In-Pensioners who can spend as much time as they 
please outside the Royal Hospital as long as they are in by midnight. 
A summer holiday at the seaside may be arranged. In addition In
Pensioners are frequently invited to attend regimental reunions and 
other social and sporting events. 

Excellent medical care is available. There are three resident doctors. 
Other facilities within the Royal Hospital include the Club, The 

Prince of Wales Hall social centre, the Barber's shop and the sub Post 
Office. In addition, the Hospital has extensive grounds including first 
class bowling and putting greens and garden allotments for those who 
wish to have them. 

ELIGIBILITY 
To be eligible as an In-Pensioner, a candidate must be: in receipt of 

a Service or Disability Pension awarded for Military Service, of good 
character and normally at least 65 years of age. Exceptionally, a 
candidate may be admitted between 55 and 65 if through disability he 
cannot earn his own living and receives a pension for an Army 
disability. 

Any former soldier of good character aged not less than 65 years 
drawing Service Retired Pay awarded as a result of commissioned 
service in the British Army who rendered at least 12 years full time 
service in the ranks over the age of 18 is also eligible. 

Situated in a very lovely part of central London the Royal Hospital 
is rightly proud of its foundation and tradition. The beautiful Chapel, 
grounds and Founder's Day celebrations are testimony to the home 
and life style available to ex-servicemen in the 20th century. 

There are cui:ently 21 ex-Corps In-Pensioners at the Hospital, and 
RHQ along with the East and West London branches of the 
Association keep in regular touch with them . Highlights of the year 
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include the parade on Founders ' (Oak Apple) Day; a Sunday morning 
service dedicated to Royal Signals and of course, Christmas. RHQ is 
always pleased to arrange visits by the In-Pensioners to the serving 
Corps or Association events when requested to do so. 

For futher information, please write to: The Royal Hospital, 
Chelsea, Room 6, (IPs), Secretary's Office, London SW3 4SR or to 
the Assistant Regimental Secretary, RHQ Royal Signals. 

PERSONAL 
MAJ J. F. STOKES TD 

Maj Stokes who served in the Corps from 1938-1947 would like his 
friends to know that he is now living in New Zealand where he and 
Theresa run a small guest house. Anyone visiting that part of the 
world can be assured of a warm welcome. His address is Homestay 
52 High Street, Island Bay, Wellington 6002, Tel: 04 3835 169. ' 

MAJ C. S. MASON (1959-89) 
Oive and Christine are now living in New Polzeath, North 

Cornwall in the heart of Sir John Betjamin country. They run a small 
hotel-fully licenced!-and offer excellent food heated outdoor 
swimming pool, golf course and sea close by. To~rist Board Three 
Crowns (Commended) and AA Two Star. They will be pleased to 
welcome all Corps members and offer 2011/o reduction of charges. Tel: 
(0208) 862213 . 

lST CORPS SIGNALS-WEYBRIDGE 
Ex Sig Harry Ince who served in the Corps 1942-47 would like to 

get in touch with Jack Sheares whom he remembers from their time 
together at St George's Hill . Please write to him at IO Warren Court 
Elgin Road, Weybridge, Surrey KTl3 SST. ' 

HOSPITAL ADMISSIONS 
RHQ tries to keel> track of members of the Corps family , serving 

and retired, who are admitted to hospital. It passes on information 
and arranges visits where practical. ln the case of the Queen Elizabeth 
Military Hospital at Woolwich, a visiting officer from one of the 
serving Corps units in the London area visits weekly . We know that 
members of the retired Corps are often admitted to Woolwich but we 
do not always hear about them, and the hospital cannot identify them 
as members (or wives) of the Corps because they (or their spouses) are 
no longer serving. In short, the RHQ system for tracking those in 
hospital, in Woolwich and elsewhere, is only as good as the 
information it manages to gather. If you know of an ex member of 
the Corps family who is in hospital and might appreciate a visit, please 
tell RHQ. 

DORSET'S ANTI-AffiCRAFT DEFENCES 
Second Edition-£5.95 + postage 

History and reminiscences of AA Operations in 
England and Dorset during WW2, 1939-45 

by John Perks CEng, FICE (ex Capt J. M. R. Perks) 

CONTENTS 
A-A Command: Organisation, armaments, operations, etc. 

AA Signals role. 
. Dorset A-A: brigades, sectors, GORs, gun and searchlight 

sites. 
Together with: First time published details of HAA LAA 

and SL units, sites and dates-Poole, Weymouth, Po~tland 
Yeovil, Tarrant Rushton and Blandford areas. ' 
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Corps Goods Available from the Museum Shop, Blandford Camp, Dorset DT11 SRH 
Telephone enquiries to Blandford Military 2248 STD (0258 482248). 

Price list with effect from 1 September 1991. 

Blazer Badge 
Blazer Button - Large 

Small 
Belt, Italian leather, reversible Black/Brown engraved with Corps Badge 
Bookmark 
Brooch, white with gold Corps Badge 
Cap Badge 
Car Badge, 2" x 2", silver badge on enamelled Corps Colours 
Clip board with Corps Crest 
Cocktail Mat Set, six, blue acrylic with Corps Badge 
Coasters, leather, set of 4, with Corps Crest 
Corps Badge, on foil, framed and glazed , 11" x 9" 
Corps Records and Cassettes - Information Sheet Available 
Credit card holder, leather, with Corps Crest 
Crystal Engraved with Corps Badge 

Brandy Glass .. . 
Brandy Glass , Cut Crystal 
Sherry Glass 
Whisky Glass ... 
Whisky Glass, Cut Crystal 
Wine Goblets ... 
Decanters , Plain 
Decanters, Cut Crystal 
Bud Vase with engraved Corps Crest 
Rose bowl 5 Y," diameter with engraved Corps Crest 

Gilt Oval Cufflinks, engraved with Corps Badge 
Hipflasks 
11 Y, • Jimmy, cast bronze, height including plinth 
Keyrings-Bullet . . . 

Leather 
Corps (enamelled Corps Badge, with leather tag) 
Corps Badge .. . 

Ladies Marcasite Brooch .. . 
New Ladies Scarf, Dark Blue with White Jimmy in one corner 
Lapel Badge (Association Members only) ... 
New Medal Holder 
Mug, white china with Corps Badge in blue 
Pendants, white with gold Corps Badge . .. 
Pennant, embroidered Corps Badge with gold trimming 
Presentation Pennant on metal stand 
Postcards 
Prints: 

Frontier Ambush 
Smith George Cross 
Palace Guard 
Imphal Road 
Dhofar Incident 
Catterick Parade 19B7 

Photoprints . . . . . . . .. 
Statuette, 6 Y," Pewter Royal Signals Soldier with SABO Rifle (by BARTON) 
Statuette, Royal Signals Officer in Full Dress (9" tall) 
Statuette, Royal Signals Soldier with SABO Rifle (9" tall) 
Silver Plated Teaspoons with Corps Crest 
Sticker, Corps Badge on Corps Colours, good quality-Large 

Medium 
Small 

Stickpin, 9 carat gold, Corps Badge, can be used as brooch/ti~ pi~ 
Stickpin, sterling silver Corps Badge, can be used as brooch/tie pm 
New Sports/Leisure Wear, Excellent Quality, various sizes/colours 
Sweat Shirts with embroidered Corps Badge 
Sport Shirts with embroidered Corps Badge 
V/Neck Sweater with embroidered Corps Badge 
Rugby Style Shirt Corps Colours and embroidered Badge 
Tablemat Set, six, blue acrylic with Corps Badge ... 
Tablemat, large 15" x 11 Y,", blue acrylic with Corps Badge 
Tankard, 1 pt, polished pewter, lightweight with Corps Badge 
Tankard, Y, pt, polished pewter, lightweight with Corps Badge 
New Tea towel Blue Signals Design on White Background 
Thimble, Bone China with Corps Badge, Gift Boxed 
Tie, Corps Colours in polyester, 3" width 
Tie, Corps Colours in Pure Silk, 3" width 
Umbrella, golf size, Corps Colours ... 
Wall plaque, 'Royal Corps of Signals ', shield, 6" x 7" 
Watch strap, Corps Colours, Nylon 

Unsigned 
B.50 
B.50 
B.50 
B.50 
B.50 
B.50 

UK 
£ 

9.55 
1.90 
1.BO 

12.50 
0 .50 
3.05 
2.55 
4.B5 
3.10 

11 .15 
2.00 
6.25 
6.20 
2.BO 

9 .00 ea 
14.50 ea 

6 .50 ea 
B.45 ea 

14.50ea 
7.90 ea 

35.00 
52.00 
19.90 
20.50 
13.90 
14.50 
59.25 

1.30 
0 .50 
1.65 
1.50 

25 .95 
9.25 
2.25 
2.00 
2.45 
4 .95 

27.40 
15.35 

.20 
Signed 
12.50 
12.50 
12.50 
12.50 
12.50 
12.50 
15.00 
32.50 
59.25 
59.25 

2.20 
0 .50 
0.50 
0 .45 

6B.30 
17.60 

13.50 
11.35 
14.50 
1B.00 
30.55 

9.B5 
14.60 
12.55 

2.00 
1.7 5 
5.20 

10.95 
14.50 
12.40 

1.45 

Prices Inclusive of VAT. Overseas orders will be less VAT. Bulk orders from PRl's will attract a discount. 

Please Note: Postage and Packing not Included. 

Cheques made payable to: Royal Signals Corps Fund. 

Produced by the Publishers, THE ROYAL SIGNALS ASl!OCIATION, 56 Regency Street, London SWlP 4AD (Telephone London District Mil ext 8246 STD 071-414 8246) 
Printed in Great Bn1am by Holbrook & Son Ltd, Norway Road. Portsmouth, Hants POJ 5HX 

For advertising rates apply to : Combined ~rvlce Publications Ltd, PO Box 4. Farnborough, Hampshire GU14 7LR (Telephone 0252 515891) 
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R.S.A. 
The Royal Signals Association AND 

YOU 
THINK SERIOUSLY ABOUT THE ROYAL SIGNALS ASSOCIATION 

IT MAY MEAN MUCH MORE TO YOU NOW THAN DURING 
YOUR SERVICE. 

The principal aims of the Association are:-
• To try and keep those who have served the Corps in touch with each other with a view 

to keeping alive a spirit of comradeship-a feature of Corps life you will miss when you 
leave the Service. 

•To help serving and retired members of the Corps (and their close dependents) who find 
themselves in difficult circumstances. 

•To assist, where possible, resettlement in civilian life. 

The Association endeavours to achieve these aims by:-
• Sponsoring branches which often meet for social occasions. There is generally an annual 

Branch dinner. 
•Organising annual reunions at Blandford and Catterick. These provide the opportunity to 

meet old friends, for the retired to see something of the serving Corps and, to remember 
the fallen. 

• Ruru;tlng a welfare section at Association HQ, which is at the service of all members. 
•Publishing the Corps magazine, The Wire. Taking out a subscription will help you to keep 

in touch with Corps and Association affairs. 

MEMBERSHIP 
Nearly all members of the Corps have, whilst serving, contributed under the Day's Pay 
Scheme. By virtue of these contributions, they are Life Members of our Association. If you 
have n<?t contributed at all you can become a Life Member for £10.00. 

THE FUTURE 
If, in the future, you are confronted by circumstances or problems where you consider the 
Association may be able to offer advice or help, please contact The General Secretary, Royal 
Signals Association, 56 Regency Street, London SWlP 4AD (Tel: (071) 414 8422). Please 
give your service particulars when writing. 

Your Corps Association has flourished for many years, but only the support of those leaving 
the service will enable it to continue doing so. If a branch is near you, join it and so make 
your personal contribution towards this end. 

The Royal Signals Magazine June 1992 Vol. 46 No: 3 

All correspondence and 
matter for publication in 
The Wire should be 
addressed to The Editor, 

The ire 
Subscription rates 
1992 (Bl·monthlyl 

(Feb, Apr. Jun, 
Aug, Oct, and Deel. 

Individual: Yearly £7 .80; 
Bi-monthly £1.30; 

The Wire, RHO Royal Signals, 
56 Regency Street, 
London SW1P 4AD. 
Tel No: London District Ext 8428 and 8433 
STD 071 -414 8428 and 8433 
Matter for publication must be 
received by the 15th of February. 
April. June, August, October and December 
for publication six weeks later. 

Remittances should be made payable to: 
Royal Signals Association 

Editor Lt Col M. Q. M. Greaves ll~~\ 
Assistant Editor Mrs M. A. Riggs fllJIV 

The Wire is a member of the Association of Service Newspapers 

NORTHERN IRELAND AWARDS 

We warmly congratulate those named below, whose awards and mentions were announced during May 1992, for service in Northern Ireland. 

MBE 
Major R. L. Holt 

Major A. H. Johnstone 
Major D. McDowall 
Major C. H. Turner 

MID 
Captain D. J. H. Borden 

Sergeant J. A. Murray 

CONGRATULATIONS 
Congratulations to 2Lt Annabel Hasker who was awarded the Cane of Honour at Sandhurst on 10 April. We welcome her into the Corps and 

wish her every success in her career. 
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Capt Damian Chubb, Sig ' Stolly ' Stolarek, LCpl Glen Cooper, LCpl Baz Carmichael, .Sig S?p~ie Hollow, L_Cpl Kelly Holmes and Cpl 
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Capt D. J . Chubb at 1 Sqn, 7 Sig Regt. Photo, courtesy Graham Crossland (ex Corps) 

Our back cover picture shows The Nordic B Team led by the 1 Okm Novice Champion Sig Neil Smith, Concentrating on their 
techniques prior to the Biathlon Race. 
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FREEDOM PARADE-35 SIGNAL REGIMENT (V) 

On 12 September 1970 the Regiment was granted the Freedom of 
the City of Birmingham and since that time it has exercised its right 
to a freedom about everv two years. On Saturday 25 April the 
Regiment once again exer .sed its right to march through the City of 
Birmingham with drums beating, bands playing and, bayonets fixed. 
The Parade which coincided with the Regiment's 25th Anniversary 
celebrations drew large crowds of spectators and was attended by 
former members of the regiment and many families who had travelled 
from afar to see and join their husbands, sons and daughters at a very 
proud and special moment in the Regiment's eventful history. 
Welcomed by the Commanding Officer B. N. T. Foxon TD(V) and 
the Honorary Colonel Maj Gen P. D. Alexander CB MBE, prominent 
guests included Viscount and Viscountess Daventry, the DSOinC Brig 
S. G. M. Gordon ADC and Mrs Gordon, Comd 11 Sig Bde(V) Brig 
W. H. Backhouse and Mrs Bac.khouse, Comd 143 Bde Brig S. G. Silk, 
the Regimental Secretary Col A. N. de Bretton-Gordon and Mrs de 
Brett on-Gordon. 

The GOC Wales & Western District, Maj Gen M. D. Regan OBE 
reviewed the parade and took the salute with The Lord Mayor of 
Birmingham, Councillor Bill Turner J.P. During the review, founder 
members of the Regiment in the formidable shapes of Maj John 
Dillon, W02 Ivor Ricketts, SSgt Bill Taylor, Sgt Geoff Robinson and 
Sgt Hughie Phillips were presented to the reviewing officer-Sgt 
Hughie Phillips, one of our longest serving members, thought he 
detected a tear in the reviewing officers eye; was he overcome by the 
emotion of the occasion or more likely did a piece of grit lodge behind 
his contact lens. 

Following the parade members of the Regiment, the families and 
guests attended a civic reception in the magnificent surrounds of the 
Council House and Town Hall at the kind invitation of the Lord 
Mayor of Birmingham. The celebrations continued until the early 
hours of Sunday morning with regimental functions taking place at 

Drayton Manor Park for the Officers' Mess and at Sutton Coldfield 
for the Sergeants' Mess, including many Squadron parties . 

---<>--·----

VISIT OF LT COL (RETD) A. HEMSLEY MBE TD TO THE ROYAL SIGNALS MUSEUM 

On the 24 March 92 Lt Col Arthur Hemsley visited the Corps 
Museum. It is believed that at 98 years of age, Lt Col Hemsley is the 
second oldest surviving ex-member of the Corps. 

The visit was arranged by WOl (FofS) J. Martin and Mrs Martin. 
Mrs Martin discovered Lt Col Hemsley's association with the Corps 
whilst working at the Whitcliffe House Nursing Home in Blandford 
Forum where the Colonel and Mrs Hemsley reside. 

Lt Col Hemsley joined the Territorial Army in 1912 as a Private in 
the Queen's Royal West Surrey Infantry. After seeing action as a Sgt 
in Gallipoli he was c.asevaced to the fever hospital in Alexandria. After 
convalescing in Lancashire he was commissioned into the East Surrey 
Infantry and then served in various areas on the Western Front. 
During a Signalling course just prior to Messines, the then Lt Hemsley 
was asked to transfer to the Royal Engineers' Signal Service after 
telling the Instructor that he had worked in GPO telecommunications 
before the war. 

After the Great War Arthur Hemsley returned to the GPO as an 
exchange engineer and eventually became a Telephone Services 
Manager. In parallel with this he continued his service with the 
Territorial Army in the newly formed Royal Corps of Signals. He was 
promoted to Lt Col in 1937 and appointed CO of the Anti-Aircraft 
Signal Unit (London), which he commanded throughout the 2nd 
World War. Lt Col Hemsley retired from the Territorial Army in 
1949. 

Lt Col Hemsley was met on arrival at the Museum by Col M. 
Carson, on behalf of Brig A. Truluck, and Maj (Retd) R. Pickard the 
museum curator. 

During the visit Lt Col Hemsley recognised many familiar items of 
equipment, including the horse drawn cable laying carriage. He 
pointed out that these were used mainly behind the lines to transport 
the signallers from their bivouac area to places of entertainment in 
nearby French towns, as to be seen in range of the German guns in 
such an inviting target was considered far too dangerous! 

After an enjoyable two hour visit Lt Col Hemsley returned to the 
nursing home. 

150 

Col Carson with Lt Col Hemsley 
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2 SIGNAL REGIMENT-RETITLED 
Readers and ex-members ~f 2 Inf Div HQ and Sig Regt would wish 

to know that HQ 2 Inf Div has now finally disbanded under the 
'Options' reorganisation plan. The Cross Keys Flag was lowered for 
the.last ti~e at a Dra~n Down.Para~e on Saturday 28 March 1992 on 
wh~ch Brigade Co_ntmgents, mcludmg our Signal Regiment, were 
reviewed by the Chief of the General Staff, Sir Peter Inge GCB, ADC 
Gen . 

Shortly after dawn on Wednesday 1 April 1992 our Regiment 
retitled to 2 Signal Regiment on a Change of Command Parade in 
York . The Regiment was reviewed by Maj Gen M. J. O. Walker CBE 
and the Crossed Keys were formally_ handed over to Brig L. W. A. 
Backhouse, Comd 11 (ARRC) Sig Bde - our new Brigade 
Commander. 

Although 2 Division has been removed from the active ORBAT of 
the British Army, this Regiment will become the custodians of the 
historical traditions of the Crossed Keys and the Division. 

RSMRO TAKE TO THE SKIES 
Once again a gallant team of guys and gals from Royal Signals 

Manning and Records Office made the journey down to 8 Sig Regt for 
yet another sponsored parachute jump with the Blue Helmets. 

Melissa was the 'brains of the outfit' and did the organising. 
Jenni(er was the official bag-carrier and cheerleader and Jim, Jane, 
Anne, Lorraine, Martin, Stephen and James were the parachuting 
dare-devils . 

Transport was supplied courtesy of 32 Sig Regt (V) and on arrival 
we were met by the suave Cpl Steve Hicks of the Blue Helmets display 
team. Cpl 'Stevie-Baby' Hicks was our minder and protector for the 
weekend and kept us all going, both mentally and physically. Thanks 
Steve! 

Thanks also to David and Derek our pilot and instructor who 
guided us through our training and made sure we came down to earth 
with a bump-safely! 

On the whole, thanks to 32 Sig Regt (V) drivers , to the RSDT and 
to all the units who gave generously to our cause. 

The total money collected was £1,345 .22 of which £1,000 went to 
Cancer Research Campaign and £345.22 to the Royal Signals 
Benevolent Fund. 

Look out Steve-we'll be back. 
Thanks everyone. 

BEM PRESENTATION 
S~t John Bryant was awarded the British Empire Medal in the 1991 

Queen' s Birthday Honours List for his efforts during the disbandment 
of 227 Sig Sqn (AFCENT). His Excellency Sir Michael Jenkins 
KCMG, the British Ambassador to The Netherlands formally 
presented the medal to Sgt Bryant on 12 December 1991 in a ceremony 
held in The Hague. It was witnessed by Mrs Oeoone Bryant, Maj 
Richard Limb, Sqn Ldr Des Hadnett, WOl (RSM) 'Taff Williams, 
and his wife Carys Williams, and LCpl Chris Hunt. Lt Col Charles 
Cook RA, the UK Defence Attache at The Hague, and his secretary 
Claire are thanked for their part in making the event so memorable. 
The photograph shows Sir Michael Jenkins KCMG and gt John 
Bryant after he received his BEM. 

Sgt John Bryant with the Ambassador 

MERSEYSIDE ARMY CADET FORCE 
Brig W. H. Backhouse, accompanied by WOl Chas Dale recently 

carried out annual inspections at ACF detachments Merseyside 
following his appointment a~ Comd 11 Sig Bde (V). It was also a 
farewell visit for Brig C. T. Garton, prior to his appointment as Comd 

Goodbye to the former Merseyside Garrison Commander Brig 
Conrad Garton, on annual inspection at one of the Army Cadet 
detachments. He is seen here teaching recruits badges of rank. On 
the right is the Merseyside ACF Commandant, Col Ted Jones 
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Training Group, Catterick Garrison. ACF Merseyside express their 
thanks to Brig Garton for all he did for them during the past three 
years. 

Brig Bill Backhouse with some of the Toxteth detachment Army 
Cadets. On the right, watching the lesson is the Commandant Col 

Ted Jones 
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EXERC SE BARAM TRIANGLE 

By Lt Charlie Fo ter (22 ig Regt) 

The red minibus. trailed by a landrover, crammed with baggage, slid 
out of Lippstadt Station on a Tuesday morning in November bound 
for Hannover airport. Ex Bararn Triangle had begun in earnest. Ten 
months of hard work c rdinated by expedition leader Maj Alistair 
Clark was underway. Our party consisted of Capt Alison Murdoch 
(RMO), Lt Charlie Fo ter, SSM Daryl Skimming, Sgt Ian Lee, Cpls 

tu Palmer, John Finn, Taff Davies, LCpl Frank Battison, LCpl 
Caroline Towers, Pte Andrea Norman and last, but not least, Sig 

ancbez Crook . 
We arrived two days later at 1800 hrs local time, jaded, but relieved 

to be met by our ponsors the Queen's Gurkha Sig Regt who kindly 
provided our transport and accommodation. 

The ights, sounds and smells of Hong Kong resembled nothing I 
had experienced before and provided a fascinating backdrop to the 
short stay we had there. Whilst the 'management' negotiated our 
onward movement to Brunei, by a mixture of CNFP trooping and 
civil flights, the rest of us took advantage of the opportunity to shop 
and sight see. Unfortunately, due to the vagaries of flights, the party 
had to be split. The advance party of Maj Clark, Capt Murdoch and 

gt Lee left for Brunei, on Sunday, with myself and the main party 
following on the Wednesday. Needless to say the 'main party' did not 
protest too strongly at being 'stuck' in Hong Kong! 

My abiding impression of Brunei is that of walking out of the cool 
air conditioned airport terminal into a 'sauna'. Average temperatures 
of 30°C, combined with humidity levels in excess of 9011/o immediately 
made it clear that acclimatisation would be a problem. Time was 
short, but we started training right away, led by W02 Daryl 
Skimming, aided and abetted by a pack of howling dogs. We were 
shown how to put up 'A' frame 'bashas' on the TTB football pitch, 
but somehow the end result did not make a very convincing bed. Cpl 
Taff Davies, recent graduate of a jungle warfare section commander's 
course, further dismayed us by announcing that our doubts were well 
founded, which might explain why he and the 'boss ' preferred the 
light weight hammocks. 

As part of our preparation, we made a couple of short trips into the 
Brunei jungle, heading for the Labi Falls with no little trepidation. 
Leeches, man eating spiders, multi legged creepy crawlies, mud, 
spikey clinging plants, tigers, stampeding water buffalo, and a tribe 
of headhunting cannibals all featured in my imagination. As it turned 
out, the most frightening encounters were meeting 45 Commando 
practising river crossings, and, short but painful, sessions with a 
resident hornets nest soon after we started and just before we finished. 
Strangely the only person not to be stung was Maj Clark; something 
to do with 'old' blood perhaps'? 

The following Monday we set off eagerly for Miri, in Sarawak, by 
scheduled bus from Kuala Belait, crossing the Belait and Baram rivers 
on old but serviceable ferries. After changing our money (again) and 
collecting the necessary Police and Resident's permits from the district 
officer's (rat infested!) office we were ready for 'up country'. 

Our arrangements with Borneo Overland Services worked well. 
Punctually at 0800 hrs on Tuesday morning we were collected by 
Stanley Malang and his men and delivered to our 'private charter' 
aircraft at Miri airport, for the hour's flight, to Bario in the Kelabit 
Highlands of northern Borneo. The flat mangrove swamps and wide 
brown meandering rivers of the lower Bararn basin, soon gave way to 
the rugged primai;y jungle covered ridges of the central mountain 
plateau. Flying through the dispersing cloud and early morning mist, 
we cleared a high ridge to reveal the green and fertile plain of Bario. 
We circled and bounced to a stop on a short grass airstrip, where 
standing next to a small shack, was the welcotning committee. We 
were introduced to the village head man Ngimat Ayu, our Malaysian 
Army escort 2Lt lkram, and our guide Phillip, and were then taken 
off to our host's camp for lunch. 

Bario, at some 4000' above sea level is noticeably cooler than the • 
coastal region, but we were already beginning to regret the 'in case we 
need it' mentality with which we had packed our heavy bergens. We 
took the offer of secure storage from our Army escorts and quickly 
jettisoned everything we thought we could do without. After lunch, 
we departed along an ever narrowing track heading through the jungle 
for Phillip's village of Pa Lungan. In the hot and sticky conditions 
and rugged terrain we found it hard going. After three hours we 
emerged into a small green oasis of paddy fields and stilted houses. As 
we entered the village we were subject to shy, curious, staring faces 
and interested children. Phillip showed us to a single large room with 
walls covered alternately with stuffed animals and pictures of 
teenager pop idols. We bathed in the river watched by a giggling 
crowd of school children. After being brought rice wrapped in leaves 
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Cpl Palmer demonstrating his skill at 'Sapeh ' dancing, much to the 
amusement of our hosts at Pa Lungan 

and curried chicken we settled down for the night . However the locals' 
curiosity had been sufficiently aroused to have their children recce our 
location. With Phillip as a translator, they soon discovered Alison was 
a doctor. The weighty contents of the medical pack, which she had 
shared amongst us, now came into its own . A constant stream of 
people flowed into the room, mostly with painful minor ailments, 
caused by jungle parasites, that had refused to heal. It was a 
disturbing thought that most of these ailments could have been 
resolved by a monthly visiting doctor and frustrating that we could 
not do more to help. 

The group poses with our hosts and villagers prior to our 
departure from Pa Lungan. Our host and guide, Philip Lejau 

crouching with his nephew 'BMX' second from left 
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Reveille next morning was not an easily forgotten experience. At 
0540 hrs exactly, the strident beating of a hollow bamboo gong. 
followed by the unified 'choir' of the village dogs, the cockerels and 
the children, left us in no doubt what was required. Devout 
Christians, this was the Kelabits' daily ritual prior to their early 
morning service of prayer and wonderfully melodic, guitar 
accompanied singing. 

After breakfasting on rice and corned beef hash, we set off for 
Gunung (mount) Murud. Yesterday's track was a motorway 
compared with the narrow muddy trail which alternated between 
swamp, river crossings and steep slippery climbs. Our only aids were 
the rickety bamboo log bridges over the many ravines. Ants the size 
of DM S pieces moved in long, brown treacle like trails across our 
path. After six hours of leech, tick and mosquito infested trekking we 
reached Long Rapung, a river crossing, and the long abandoned site 
of a village massacred by the Indonesians during 'Confrontation' . 
There we made camp for the night. 

Due to slow progress caused by poor weather and the bad state of 
the tracks, we were behind time and would have had a further three 
days march to reach the summit of Gunung Murud and return to our 
base camp. However this is when we discovered that some of our party 
had been making 'midnight raids' into their rations. Although we 
could have redistributed our supplies it would have left us with no 
emergency reserve. We therefore decided, over the embers of the 
dying fire to abandon our ascent, and returned the following day to 
Pa Lungan. Our disappointment at this change in plan was balanced 
by the marvellous experience of living as part of an 'extended' Kelabit 
family . We embarked on two strenuous day hikes to local hill peaks 
and in the evenings much entertained the neighbours by our clumsy 
attempts at 'Sapeh' dancing. Our five days with Phillip and the Kelabit 
villagers of Pa Lungan was a humbling experience. Their kindness and 
willingness to share what little they had with 12 complete strangers set 
an example we seldom encounter, and we were sad to have to leave 
on the Sunday morning. 

On our return to Bario we met Pian Ulun, a local who had served 
as a Border Scout during the Confrontation. We stayed overnight at 
his house 'five minutes away', and after 45 minutes hard walking 
through ankle deep mud, we arrived at the modern version of a one 
family Ionghouse, complete with shower and flushing 'loo' . 

Again we were subjected to a thought provoking attack of kindness 
and hospitality marred only by the theft of Sig Sanchez Crooks' boots 
from the verandah, by 'persons unknown' , much to the 
embarrassment of our host. W02 Darryl Skimming and Cpl 'Taff' 
Davies 'volunteered' to conduct a 'Vietcong style' re-supply run to the 
Bario 'supermarket' but their Confrontation vintag~ bicycles left 
indelible imprints on their minds, not to mention their nether regions . 

Leaving Bario was not without its problems. Due to pilot illness our 
chartered aircraft failed to show. Five of the group escaped on a 
scheduled flight whilst the remainder waited hopefully. Two hours 
later, thanks to Borneo Overland Services, a tiny twin prop Islander 
landed, filled with grain. We promptly helped to re-assem~le the three 
double seats behind the pilot and boarded the plane. 20 mmutes later, 
when the pilot had finished lunch, and with only a short delay while 
we stopped at the end of the airstrip to investigate a 'small' fire(!) 
behind the instrument panel, we took off for Marudi, a busy trading 
post on the lower stretches of the Baram river . There we were to begin 
the second phase of the exercise, a visit to the caves of the Mulu 
National Park. 

After an overnight stop in Marudi, with its fascinating mixture of 
Chinese, Malay and tribal populace, we set off by express bo3;t up the 
Baram Tutoh and Melinau rivers to Mulu . An express boat 1s to the 
enviro~ent what the Klu Klux Klan was to race relations! A flashing 
orange light and constantly wailing siren warns of its presence. It acts 
as the local bus and delivery service. After six hours on the roof of 
the packed boat (to avoid being deafened by the in built ~ideo), we 
transferred to a traditional long boat. This was a wolf m sheep's 
clothing, since although open and seatless it was powered by an engme 
Douglas Campbell would have been proud of. Some two hours later 
and amidst a tropical downpour , we arrived at our Mulu hostel. 

The next two days were spent exploring Clearwater, Wind, and 
Deer Caves, part of the Mulu Caves, the largest known cave .system 
in the world as well as visiting a Punan tribal settlement. It 1s hard 
to do justice ln describing the caves, but to give some idea of the seal~, 
the whole system as far as is presently known, is more than 50kms m 
length and some of the larger chambers have a height of 300-400 feet. 
The largest one, the Sarawak Chamber, which r~quires_ a sp~ci:i-I 
permit to visit, is allegedly big enough to take 34 (!)Jumbo Jets WJthi.n 
its confines . We were only able to scratch the (under)surface of this 
amazing world, but the limestone rock fo~mation~. the clarity of the 
rushing underground rivers and the sheer 1mmens1ty of the caves left 
an indelible imprint on all our minds. · 

While we were exploring the caves, Maj Clark, who had 'been there, 
seen it done it' set off with his own guide to climb Gunung Mulu, 
at 779S' the highest peak in the area. This trip normally takes 3-4 
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days, but ince he on y had two days in which to complete it, that had 
to ~uffice. Judging by his conditi~n and even older appearance c;m his 
return, it must have been hard gomg, but at leasl we had the guide to 
vouch tor him. 

Our Ja~t two days were set aside to climb 'The Pi!!nacles', a unique 
and fascinating razor sharp limestone rock forma~1on, on the.slopes 
of Gunung Api (literally Fire Mountain). The tnp started w1~h the 
usual early morning longboat trip to a seemingly impenetrable Jungle 
wall, followed by a 3-4 hour trek through the ju~gle to our base.camp. 
Despite the high river levels we still had the exc1tem~nt of pu~hing the 
boat over the many rocky rapids and learned to admire the skill of O';lr 
boatmen. Swimming in the clear white waters of a Bor~eo mountam 
river provided its own exhilaration and supper of nee and curry 
cooked over a wood fire left little to be desired . 

The ascent of The Pinnacles started before daybreak and after a 
relatively flat 500 metres went up almost vertically for a very 
strenuous three hours. The combination of slippery clinging mud, 
greasy limestone outcrops and gnarled, treacherous tree r.oots , made 
the going very difficult. The last 300 metres was covered usmg ladders, 
ropes and at times by crawling on hands and knees but the spectacle 
once we reached the summit made it all worth while. Worn away by 
eons of climatic change, The Pinnacles stand out above the jungle in 
a fascinating, and at times delicate, array of ro~k pilla!s, needles and 
knife blades and we could only wonder at theu creation. 

The trip down was if anything harder than the ascen~, but it _brought 
to a close an expedition which had been both mterestmg l!Jld 
physically challenging. We had e~~riei:ced at firs~ hand the t~op1~ 
rain forest and had learned the d1fficult1es of movmg through 1t with 
heavy loads in the equatorial heat. We had bee~ ex~osed to 'the 
culture' of the indigenous tribespeople of the mtenor and had 
benefited from their kindness and hospitality. And finally, we had 
seen the changes wrought in the jungle by the power of the outboard 
motor and the chainsaw. Ex Baram Triangle had achieved nearly all 
its aims, allowing us to widen our horizons and . develop our 
experience, and was, in my view, thoroughly worthwhile. 

Hard work but worth it. The team relaxes after a hard climb to the 
'Pinnacles' [lear Gunung Api in Sarawak's Mulu National Park 
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EXERCISE MOUNTAIN SAFARI 
MT KILIMANJARO EXPEDITION 

30 SIG REGT 

Ex Mountain Safari began as a 'good idea' late one afternoon. Op 
Haven, and a multitude of other commitments, interrupted our 
thought and in the end left about a week to put the plan together 
before we left for Ea t Africa. The aim of the exercise was to climb 
Uhuru Peak on Mt Kilimanjaro in Tanzania and a team consisting of 
the following departed from RAF Brize orton on 12 December 91 : 
Maj Mark Perry (Expedition Leader), 2Lt Craig Sutherland (2IC, 
accounts, photography), SSgt (FofS) Gary Wilson (Admin, chief 
barterer) Sgts Rich Angove, Si Lambert, Cpls Bob Bleasdale, Nige 
Hunt, Mick Stanyer, LCpl Mick Day, LCpl Lee Leggatt and Sig (now 
LCpl) Alex Howell. 

Our arrival at Nairobi seemed something of a surprise to the 
Movements Staff and so we made our own way into the city and found 
'lodgings' for the night in a less than 5 star hotel. A celebratory drink 
at the renowned Thorn Tree Cafe was followed by a curry and a 
somewhat disturbed night. 

Having made contact with the British Army Training Staff and the 
High Commission the next day, we completed our preparations: 
buying rations and booking a bus to take us to the border . Amazingly 
enough this then turned up on time the next day and after one brief 
attempt to rip us off, departed roughly as planned-very heavily 
laden. Two hours later we reached Namanga and walked across into 
Tanzania to find another bus to take us to Moshi, at the base of 
Kilimanjaro. This was only achieved after protracted, sometimes 
heated negotiations and an attempt to fill the vehicle with contraband 
Kenyan goods (detergent, toothpaste, butter) which the sharp-eyed 
customs men soon spotted. No one seemed bothered (except us) as the 
driver unloaded it all and we took it to be a typical occurrence! 
Arriving in Moshi mid-afternoon, we booked into the 'luxury' YMCA 
(3 rooms-most people on the floor), which had a swimming pool and 
glorious views of the mountain. Once word got out that we were in 
town and looking for guide, transport and supplies, a stream of touts 
appeared and by the time of the interesting evening meal, a deal had 
been struck for the next day. 

Standing fl to R): 2Lt Craig Sutherland, Cpl Mick Stanyer, Sgt 
Rich Angove, Maj Mark Perry, Sgt Si Lambert, Zachariah (guide), 
Cpl Bob Bleasdale, Cpl Nige Hunt, LCpls Mick Day, Alex Howelt, 

SSgt Gary Wilson and LCpl Lee Leggatt 
Front Row: Porters 

Sunday 15 December saw us up early and packed for the trip to the 
start of the trek. Transport arrived in the form of a colourful, noisy 
local bus and we left on time. The scene at the National Park gates 
(1800m) when we arrived was reminiscent of the film 'Zulu' as porters 
fought each other to try to take our rucksacks-only to be 
disappointed when informed by our guide that we were carrying our 
own! After the checking in formalities we set off in pouring rain on 
the first stage to Mandara Hut (2,700m). Several muddy, slippery 
hours later we reached a clearing in the forest and booked into our 
chalet. With a brew inside and somewhat recovered, most people 
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visited the nearby Maundi Crater and walked the circuit of the rim. 
We returned to the hut to meet up with our guide (mandatory), 
Zachariah. A fluent Swahili speaker but rather lacking in English, he 
seemed cheerful and friendly with a bizarre (and eventually annoying) 
habit of emphasising all his discussions with our leader by punching 
him on the chest! The first night on the mountain was eventful as we 
shared our hut with an Indian gentleman who snored incessantly in 
spite of being politely (and then not so politely) asked to refrain! Most 
people eventually moved to the dining hut to sleep on the tables and 
we learnt a valuable lesson about asking for several small rooms, 
rather than sticking together in one large one. 

The next day 's walk began with half an hours passage through thick 
jungle until open country was reached. Our leader dwelt at length on 
the subject of heat/sunstroke etc and we all obligingly covered 
ourselves in lotions and potions, in time for it to rain for the next five 
hours. We didn't see much except mud and the heels of the man in 
front until we reached the Horombo Huts (3, 700m) in the afternoon. 
The evening meal was much appreciated and followed by an 'expert' 
demonstration of juggling by Sgt Rich Angove- much to the 
astonishment of the other occupants of the huts. Our intrepid FofS 
celebrated his 33rd birthday with an extra slice of mango for pudding 
before we retired for an early night. 

Following our early morning porridge on the next day we departed 
for the walk to Kibo Hut (4,700m). At the last stream we filled our 
water bottles and then crossed a very barren saddle for several hours 
before reaching the hut in a hail/snow storm. People were feeling the 
altitude and most collapsed for a few hours sleep, to wake up to find 
the sun out and the melting snow solving our water shortage problem. 
After supper we prepared our kit for an Alpine start to reach the 
summit at dawn and settled in to try to rest until midnight. 

2Lt Sutherland woke us up on time with a brew on the go and it 
soon became apparent that some of the team were not well enough 
to continue. So when Zachariah arrived at 0100 hours to lead us up 
the scree slope, only eight were in the line-up of head torches. We 
zigzagged off at 'chameleon' pace, stopping rarely in the icy cold to 
allow the odd person to be sick and catch his breath. Some four hours 
later we reached Gilman's Point (5,685m), still in the dark and after 
a short rest, decided to continue the trek round the crater rim to the 
summit. At 0540 hours at Stella Point (5, 790m) two of the team began 
to suffer more seriously from the altitude and were sent back with 
Zachariah. Eventually at 0615 hours on 18 December, the remaining 
six people reached Uhuru Peak (5,896m) and recorded the moment for 
posterity by unfurling the white swan and Union flag. It was not a 
place to hang around, with pulses racing at double-quick time and so 
we turned about rapidly and some two hours later, emerged from the 
scree slope to meet up with the others. Most people went straight to 
bed for a few hours well deserved sleep before the descent to 
Horombo Huts in the afternoon. Needless to say, everyone had an 
early night after a good meal and slept much better at the significantly 
lower height. 

After an early start to get us off the mountain as soon as possible 
and a few group photographs , the 'race' was on to reach the Park 
gates. Five hours of ankle and knee jolting descent was about the 
average and blistered feet were beginning to tell. Zachariah amused 
himself (but not us) by entering into lengthy and very demanding 
debate about the size and currency of his tip-thereby banishing any 
vestige of generosity from the minds of most people! As usual the 
leader was left to make an inadequate 'speech' with our paltry 
offering, once we had booked out of the Park and met up with our 
transport . Once the truth sank in, Zach decided to accompany us to 
Moshi for 'celebrations' and we eventually reached our hotel (no 
return to YMCA) in the afternoon. Once again word quickly leaked 
out to the touts that we were in town and the offers of 'best deals' on 
safaris began to arrive. After several hours wrangling and theatrical 
behaviour by the FofS a deal was struck for a three day trip to 
Ngorogoro Crater. This accomplished we set off for our celebratory 
meal which was an unmitigated disaster-Moshi not being known for 
its restaurants! Luckily we were all tired and only really interested in 
another early night. 

Our two Land Rovers appeared the next day and we set off for Lake 
Manyara for the first day's game viewing. This was a most enjoyable 
afternoon during which we saw considerable numbers of antelope, 
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hippos, lion, baboons, monkeys and bird life. Our hotel for the night 
was the Fig Tree Resort, complete with empty swimming pool but 
clean rooms and plenty of food. The following day we left for 
Ngorogoro early and enjoyed a fascinating day touring the 20Km 
diameter crater, seeing a wide variety of game including elephant and 
rhino. The evening meal at the Fig Tree bore more than a passing 
resemblance to the previous evening's fare, but was no less 
appreciated. Some of the more daring sampled the local banana beer 
and lived to tell the tale! 

We left for the town of Arusha the next morning and after a couple 
of teeth jarring hours in the Land Rovers, transferred to the bus 
booked to take us to the border . 

Namanga was typically chaotic, but we all succeeded in getting our 
passports stamped and crossing to Kenya. The arch negotiator (FofS) 
had already swung into action .and done a deal with a tout for a bus 
to take us to Nairobi and we set off confidently. This was mis-placed 
trust as only 20Km out of Namanga the bus broke down and the day 
was only saved by the leader producing his Swiss Army penknife so 
that the driver could get to the points! We arrived at the British Army 

compound in time for the evening meal and a mosquito-plagued night 
m their bunk-house transit accommodation. 

Two ideas emerged on R&R: the gluttons for punishment wanted to 
visit Mount Kenya and the hedonists to visit the Indian Ocean coast. 
An amicable split was agreed upon and the mountain group set off for 
an east to west crossing of Mount Kenya, including an ascent of Point 
Lenana, the 3rd highest peak, whilst the rest went by train to 
Mombasa and onward to Watamu for some sub aqua and sunbathing. 
Which group had the best time was hotly debated when we re-united 
on 27 December in Nairobi for our final day's shopping and proper 
celebration meal at the famous Carnivore restaurant (as much meat as 
you can eat-including zebra, hartebeest, crocodile). On 28 December 
we returned to Batlsk to pack our kit and prepare for the return flight. 
This left early the next day as planned and some 10 hours later we 
dispersed from Blandford, just in time to get to our various homes for 
New Year. 

Ex Mountain Safari was a success in that we climbed Mt 
Kilimanjaro, saw a very interesting part of East Africa and most 
important of all, thoroughly enjoyed the experience. 
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Strcnsall PT A School Fair, Leeds TGRJT 
Bexley Show, Kent While Helmets 
Sahram Fair, Plymouch 30 Sig Regt RIT 
Barnsley Car Rally, Sheffield TGRJT 
NSPCC Stafford Blue Helmets 
Greac Yorkshire Show, Leeds TGRIT 
244 Sig Sqn (AS), RAF Brize Norton White Helmets 
Gulf Oil, Milford Haven, Dyfed While Helmets 
Haxby Carnival, N Yorkshire TGRIT 
Cheadle Festival, Staffs Quicksilver 
Hornsea Carnival, Hull Blue Helmets 
Stroud Show, Bristol 30 Sig Regt RIT 
RAF Catterick White Helmets, Blue Helmets 
TV Telethon, Harewood House, N. Yorks While Helmets 
SSAFA Air Display, RAF Church Fenlon, Leeds TGRIT 
Cumberland Show, Carlisle While Helmets 
Kohima Weekend York 2 Inf Div & Sig Regt 
Steam Rally, Upl~n On Severn Quicksilver 
Kohima Weekend, York Band 
Leek Show, Staffs While Helmets 
York Garrison Open Day Blue Helmets 
Pickering Traction Engine & Steam Rally , Leeds TGR IT 

. Bovey Carnival, Torquay 30 Sig Regl RIT 
Sceam Rally, Upton On Severn Quicksilver, Blue Helmets 
Derby Band 
Stokesley Play Scheme Weck TGRIT 
New Forest & Hampshire Councy Show, While Helmels 

Brockenhurst 
RAF Chive nor, Devon 
Band Concert, York Minster 
Portishead Flower Show 
Yorskhire Day Massed Bands, Richmond 

Middlecon-in-Tecsdale, Co Durham 
Derby Extrnvaganza 
ln1erna1ional Scouc & Guide Camp, Lincoln 
Alnwlck Castle Tournament , Newcastle 
KAPE, Inverness 
KAPE, Scotland 
Seoul & Guide Cam;>, Lincoln 
North Devon Show, Barn sea pie 
Black Isle, Inverness 
Sunderland Air Show, Tyne & Wear 

Blue Helmets 
Band 
30 Sig Regt RIT 
Band 

TGRIT 
While Helmecs 
Quicksilver 
TGRJT, Blue Hclmecs 
TGR!T 
4 Armd Div & Sig Regt 
While Helmets 
30 Sig Reg\ RIT 
Whice Helmccs 
Blue Helmets 
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9 
10-14 
10-14 
10-13 
10-17 
14-IS 
15 
16 

19 
19-20 
22-23 

23 
25-26 
27-28 
28-31 
29 
29-31 
30 

31 

Kingskerwell Fete, Torquay 
Chalescown Regatta, Plymouth 
KAPE, Dundee 
ACO Lincoln 
KAPE, Dundee 
Shrewsbury Flower Festival 
Ashbourne Show, Derby 
Fun Day, Ma.cclesfield 
Darlington Show 
Space Carnival Stafford 
Cromer Carnival, Norfolk 
Three Nines Fayre, Grays, Essex 
Hartlepool Show 
Norwich Constabulary, New Costcssey, Norfolk 
ACO Essex 
ACO Leicester, Northan!! 
Tov;n & Country Festival, Sconeleigh 
Poynton Show, Nr Stockport 
Leicescer Air Show 
Darlington Fun Day 
East Durham Show, Seabam, Newcastle 
Aylsham Agriculcural Show, Norfolk 

Sepe ember 
5 Agricullural Show, Dorchester 
6 Bishop of Ripon Appeal at the Festival of 

7-18 

WSport, Croft, Nr Darlington 
Cardiff Show 
KAPE, S DIST 
KAPE, E DIST 

10 Tbame Show, Oxon 
12 Nonnancon Gala, Leeds 
12-13 1st Bactallion Wessex Regt, Silver Jubilee 

13 

19 
19-30 
19-20 
20 
27 
30- 1 

October 

Weekend, Devizes 
Hanifest , Lincoln 
Amateur Radio Show, Lincoln 
British Amateur Radio Teledaca 

Group Rally, Sandown Park 
Avon/Somersel Police Open Day 
Staff College, Camberley Horse Show 
E DIST York 
Pecerlee Carnival, Durham 
Brentwood Show, Essex 
Brands Hatch 
The Showmans Show, Newark 

17 RAF Linton-0n-Ouse 
31-1 NEC Birmingham, International Tattoo 

November 
1-14 KAPE, WDIST 
1- 14 K.APE, Wales/WDIST 
14 Canberra, Southampton 

December 
5 Malcolm Sargent Carol Concert 
15 Wolverhampton Massed Bands 
18 Croydon Massed Bands 
20 Preston Massed. Bands 

30 Sig Regt RlT 
30 Sig Regt R1T 
While Helmets 
Qui.cksilver 
TGRIT 
Blue Helmets 
White Helmets 
Blue Helmets 
White Helmets 
White Helmets 
Quicksilver 
Quicksilver 
Blue Helmets, TGRIT 
White Helmets 
Quicksilver 
Quicksilver 
TGRIT 
While Helmets 
Quicksilver 
Blue Helmets 
While Helmets, Blue Helmets 
While Helmets 

30 Sig Regt R1T 
While Helmets, Blue 
Helmets, TGRIT 
Quiclcsilver 
14 Sig Regt (EW) 
16 Sig Regt 
White Helm.ets 
TGR1T 
White Helmets 

Quicksilver 
19 Inf Bde & Sig Sqn RIT 
R Sigs Amateur Radio 
Society 
30 Sig Regt R1T 
White Helmets, Blue Helmets 
Quicksilver 
Quicksilver 
White Helmets 
White Helmets 
While Helmets, Blue Helmets 

White Helmets 
White Helmets 

I Armd Div HQ & Sig Regt 
I Inf Bde HQ & Sig Sqn 
Band 

Band 
Band 
Band 
Band 

The calendar is accuralc at the time of going 10 press bul you are advised to contact che 
Units concerned 10 ensure that there have been no changes before .embarking on long 
journeys. Confirmation and information can be obtained from che Umts concerned on the 
following numbers: 
Display Teams 
(White/ Blue Helmets, Quicksilver, TGRrn 

Corps Band 
30 Sig Regc 
71 Sig Regt (V), 68 Sig Sqn. 

70 Sig Sqn, 256 Sig Sqn 
34 Sig Regt M 
36 Sig Regt M (44 Sig Sqn) 
3 7 Sig Regt (V) 
S (AB) Bde HQ & Sig Sqn (0252) 349503 

Key: 

(0748) 832521 Ext 2556 
(0258) 452581 Ex 2445 
(0258 452581 Exe 2558 
(0322) SJ.9225 

(0642) 232626 
081-478 1941 
(0272) s 19898 
(0258) 452581 Ext 2558 

KAPE • Keep The Army In The Public Eye 
TGRIT = Training Group Regimental Information Teams 
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REPORT BY THE CHAIRMAN OF THE ROYAL SIGNALS GAMES CLUB 
FOR WINTER SEASON 1991/92 

Overall, both Corps and Unit Teams have had a mixed Winter 
eason 1991 192. 
On the occer field, the Corps team has had a good season including 

fini hing a Runners Up in the Inter Corps Quadrangular Tournament 
and retaining the Boyne Cup. At unit level, 2 Inf Div HQ and Sig Regt 
have had a very uccessful eason, winning the Army (UK) 
Championship for major units but unfortunately losing 2-0 in the 

rmy Challenge Cup Final to 2:t! Engr Regt, the BAOR Champions. 
gt Higgins, Cpl McWillians and Sig Brown, all of 2 Inf Div HQ and 
ig Regt have represented the Army and the Combined Services 

throughout the season and AT Sgt Thompson (AA Coll) has been 
named as Army Youth Player of the Year. 

The Corps Hockey Team has had a mixed season but at unit level 
both 2 Inf Div HQ and Sig Regt and the School of Signals reached the 
Army Championships Cup Quarter Finals whilst 11 Sig Regt also 
reached the Minor Units Cup Quarters Final. 2 Inf Div HQ and Sig 
Regt and 11 Sig Regt both fell at this hurdle and the School of Signals 
went on to lose to 42 (Svy) Group RE in the Semi Finals. 

The Corps Basketball Team only finished fourth at the Inter Corps 
Championships this year but I am delighted to report that 16 Sig Regt 
are once again the Army Champions for the third year out of four. 
Both Sgt Bain (16 Sig Regt) and SSgt Peat (264 Sig Sqn) took part in 
the Army Team's tour to Hong Kong. 

The Corps Cross Country runners have done well this season. 21 Sig 
RegL (AS) won the BAOR Championships in November 1991 and 
went on LO finish as Runners Up in the Army Championships in 
February 1992. The Inter Corps Championships were held at the same 
evenL and the Corps Team fi nished third . The School of Signals Team 

won the Army Marathon Championships and Sgt J. Martin is the 
Army Individual Marathon Champion. 

The Corps' Rugby Team have had by their standards a relatively 
poor season. However, Sgt E . Atkins (AA Coll) has continued to 
represent both the Army and Yorkshire XV's . 

The Badminton scene in the Corps continues its slow revival. An 
excellent Corps Inter Unit Championship was held in York with over 
70 entries. The Mens Singles Champion is Sig Pengelly (16 Sig Regt) 
the Ladies Champion is Cpl Cottage (28 Sig Regt) and LCpls Ball and 
Merchant (13 Sig Regt) are the Unit Team Doubles Champions. The 
Corps Team took part in the Inter Corps Championships winning two 
of their four matches. 

On the fast water of the River Dee in North Wales, 16 Sig Regt 
regained the Army Major Units Championships having been unable 
to defend it last year due to OP GRANBY commitments. Six Royal 
Signals personnel took part in the Inter Service White Water Race on 
the River Nith, Dumfries on 22 February 1992 where Capt Dobson (16 
Sig Regt) finished 7th, Sig Dobson (School of Signals) 15th and Sig 
Walker (16 Sig Regt) 19th. All three were selected to represent The 
Combined Services Team at the English Open Championships. 

22 Sig Regt's Ski Teams (Nordic and Alpine) performed well at the 
Army Championships finishing third in the Princess Marina Cup. Sig 
Bell (22 Sig Regt) was selected for the British National Junior Biathlon 
Squad and took part in the World Championships in Calgary. He 
performed very well and has now been promoted to the National 
Men's Biathlon 'B' Squad. Sgt Anderson (22 Sig Regt) is the trainer 
of the National Junior Biathlon Squad and also attended the World 
Championships in this capacity. 

THE ROLE OF THE ASSOCIATION IN BENEVOLENCE 
One of the key objectives of the Association, set out in its Trust 

Deed, is the relief of poverty where it occurs in members of the Corps, 
serving or retired, and their immediate families. There are many 
organisations involv~d in Service and ex Service welfare, nationally, 
locally and on a Regtmental or Corps basis. This brief note describes 
the relationship between them and explains how the Association 
carries out its role. 

A vital function in Service welfare is filled by SSAFA. In addition 
to p~oviding welfare workers and nursing sisters overseas, SSAFA 
provi~es the basic investigation organisation throughout UK. SSAFA 
has virtually no welfare funds of its own and seldom makes direct 
grants, but its case wor1':ers are deeply involved in the provision of 
welfare reports. These reports are the basis of most of the 
Association's welfare case-work. 

The. A!mY Benevolent Fund is the Army's major charitable 
orgarusallon . It does not deal directly with individual cases and refers 
them to t~e Re~mental and Corps Associations to handle. it has large 
!'un.d~ at tts disposal and uses these to help the Associations with 
mdlVldual cases, often on a 50:50 basis. It also makes extensive grants 
to ex:Se.rvice charities such as the Regular Forces Employment 
Assoc1at1on , the Royal Star and Garter Home, the British Limbless 
Ex-Servicemen's Association and so on . 

The Assoc.iation .makes a large annual grant to the Army Benevolent 
Fui;id: .e'.fecuvely , It gets all of it and more back in the support given 
to md1v1dual cases. The Association relies on the Army Benevolent 
Fund to support the numerous ex-Service charities on its behalf: 
~e~~· the As~iation. tries not to get involved in supporting 
md1v1dual chan ues. This would be invidious, because there are so 
many of them, as well as duplicating the Army Benevolent Fund's 
work. The Chairman of the Association Central Comminee is also a 
trustee of the Army Benevolent Fund, and there is close coordination 
between our RHQ and the Army Benevolent Fund staff. 

The Royal British Legion (RBL) is effectively an Association for all 
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three Services which runs parallel to the Regimental and Corps 
Associations. As with other smaller Associations such as the Burma 
Star and Dunkirk Veterans, it is perfectly consistent for an individual 
to. be a member of his or her Corps Association and of the RBL. The 
RBL has some investigative capability, as well as some funds held 
locally for welfare purposes. Occasionally the Association is involved 
jointly in welfare cases with the RBL. 

Welfare cases are handled for the Association by a Welfare Officer 
based at RHQ . Cases are considered by a Welfare Committee 
me~ting about every three weeks. The Chairman is invariably a retired 
officer, and the members are an officer and a soldier of the serving 
Corps. Urgent cases arising between meetings are dealt with 
personally by the Chairman of the Association Central Committee. In 
preparing cases for consideration, the Welfare Officer makes 
searching enquiries . Often, the .individual concerned served in more 
than one Regiment or Corps: he or she may have gone on to 
employment in an industry which has its own welfare funds which can 
be ~ailed on to .help. And t~ere is then a mass of State support, some 
of 1t complex m nature . Fmally, since the benevolent funds of the 
,~ssociation depend almost wholly on the One Day's Pay scheme, it 
1s necessary to check on whether the applicant is or has been a 
subscriber. Support to the non-subscriber is never refused if the case 
is sound, but i~ the applicant is still serving, his unit will certainly be 
asked to look mto the reasons why he has failed to subscribe. 

In dispensing welfare funds, the Association has a duty to be 
consistent and prudent. It has to establish the extent of the need and 
assure itself that other more appropriate sources of support ar~ not 
available. The more difficult cases are those where the extent of the 
problem is obscure or only partly disclosed . Once the need has been 
clearly e.stablished, th~ Association's help is prompt and generous. 
Money 1s normally disbursed through SSAF A and not direct to 
individuals, so that there is reasonable assurance that it is spent for the 
purposes for which it is needed . 

THE WIRE, JUNE 1992 

COMMEMORATIVE POSTAL COVERS FOR ARMY COMMUNICATIONS 
Reade.rs of The Wir~ will no dou~t hav~ read the notice recently 

issued with the Corps L1~t and the Retired List concerning the planned 
series of. co_mm~mo~at1ve postal cover~ under the title 'Army 
Commumcauons . It 1s hoped that these will appeal to a wider public 
and thos7 with. a!1 interest in Corps h~story , as well as to the stamp 
commumty so 1t 1s felt that more details of the series and the nature 
of the envelope designs will be welcomed. 

Each envelope or 'cover' is date stamped by the British Forces 
Postal ervice to commemorate a particular historical event and 
carries a current postage stamp. The outside envelope design 
incorporates an illustration depicting an incident or scene from the 
event, with an appropriate Corps or Regimental badge. Inside the 
envelope is a brief historical narrative and also a note on the New 
Museum project. Each envelope in the series highlights an aspect of 
Army signalling, and the part played by th is in the operations or battle 
commemorated . 

The first issue describes the use of the Gamble telegraph in the 
Peninsular War 181 I , is date stamped on the 180th anniversary of the 
battle of Arroyo dos Molinas and bears the Rifle Brigade cipher, as 
th is Regiment took part in the battle. 

An interesting feature of this series is that a limited number of 
'flown' envelopes, from each issue, carried on board an RAF flight 
over the actual scene of the event, with the front of each envelope 
carrying the names of the fli_ght crew and a signature certi fyi ng the 
carriage. We owe it to the Royal Air Force Association, who are 
sponsoring the series for Royal Signals, and are responsible fo r design 
and printing, that this remarkable feature is made possible. 

A further interest for a 'special' edition of each issue is the signature 
of a distinguished person on the envelope, who has, where possible a 
family or other connection with the operations described; for example 
some 750 envelopes of the fi rst issue have been personally signed by 
the Master of Signals . The second issue, commemorating the capture 
of the Russian guns covering the straits of Kertch in 1855 in the 
Crimea, and depicting the Cable Plough and the fi rst use of the 
electric telegraph in war, have been signed by Lord Raglan, great great 
grandson of the Commander in Chief during the Crimean War. 

Issue number 3 commemorates the relief of the Residency at Luck
now during the Indian Mutiny of 1857, and features the use of the 
Popham Semaphore telegraph. The special edition of this cover, will 
be signed by Sir Alan Outram Bt, great great grandson of Lt Gen Sir 
James Outram Bt who commanded the relieving forces during the first 
relief of the residency. 

R~I\ r l I \IL \IC \TIO\S I 

THE GAMBLE 
RADIATED 
TELEGRAPH 
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JSIAC)56 

The 
PENINSULAR 

WAR-1811 -

Issue Number 4 records the Zulu War of 1879 and the incident at 
Tugela River, now to be the subject of a Corps painting. The 
equipment featured here is the heliograph, and the envelope recounts 
the story of the part played by Lt Haynes of 'C' Telegraph Tp RE and 
his semaphore in the relief of the beleagured fort at Eskowc. The 
present Earl Kitchener, who served in Royal Signals from 1940 to 
1945, has kindly consented to sign the envelopes, as the descendent of 
the famous Earl Kitchener of Khartoum, who, as a young officer, was 
a member of 'C' Troop. 

Space does not permit a description here of the complete series, but 
issues are planned to cover the use of the automatic telegraph in the 
Boer War, the Cable Wagon in WWI, the development of wireless in 
the Middle East and India, the ACV in the Western desert, Special 
Operations in WW2, the Ultra Secret, the techniques of re-broadcast 
and Radio Relay and other events in the post war years, up to the 
present day use of satellite communications and Information Systems. 
It has been a fascinating exercise to decide on the events to feature in 
the series, and there has been no lack of choice given the extraordinary 
diversity of the history of signalling. At present a total of 20 subjects 
have been chosen, and it is planned to issue these covers at the rate 
of about four per year to 1995 . Issues 1-5 will have been published by 
the end of 1992. However, much depends on the success with which 
the early covers can be sold, to ensure a worthwhile profit to the 
Museum appeal. The RAF Association, with their contacts in the 
stamp trade, are undertaking the sale through commercial channels, 
but Royal Signals must play its part through publicity in units, and 
elsewhere to encourage sales. There is no doubt that the series of 
covers, when complete, will offer a colourful and absorbing historical 
record which will be quite unique and must grow in value over the 
years. 

The envelopes can be ordered from the Royal Signals Museum , 
Blandford Camp, at prices as follows: 
Standard Envelope £2.50 each 
'Flown' Envelope £3.50 each 
Special Limited Edition (signed by VIP) £5 .00 each 

Orders should be placed with: Royal Signals Museum Shop, School 
of Signals, Blandford Camp, Dorset DT I 1 8RH . 

Please send cheque with order, made payable to the 'Royal Signals 
Museum of Army Communications' . 

MAJO R GENERAL A. C. BIRTWISTLE CB CBE DL MA 

MASTER OF SIGNALS 

Royal Corps 
of Si&nals Museum 
Blandford Camp 
Dorset 
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OFFI R 
PRIL 1992 

Ralfk and ·amt 
Lt Col D. J. 1cLean •. 
\laj J. R. S. Ambercon .. 

laj A. W Boag • • . 
la1 R . C. W. Chi hotm .. 
1aj P. R. Ford 

\1aJ J. A. Harri 
\laj R C. Hood •• 
\1aj D. W. Larkarn 
1a1 R W. Man field 
laj G. Manhall 
laj C. C. Richard 

'laj I\ . J. Roe . . . 
\1aj M. C.H. Wilkinson .• 
Capt W. E. H. Adsctt .. 
Cap1 A. P . C. B<ard 
Capt M. C. Burke .. 
Capt J . D. Forrest. . 
Capt R. Hails .. 
Capt G . Harrison • 
Capt P. D. Ped .. 
Capt A. G. Ross . . 
Capt . J. Turnbull 
Capt A. I . White . 
Lt H . F. M. Hughes 
Lt R. J. B. Spencer 
2Lt 1. D. Phillips 
2Lt C. I. Russell 
2Lt . C. Sandman 
lit D. A . underland 
2Lt M. C. Wadslcy 

1AY 1992 
Rank and ame 
Lt Col T. Jarrett .. 
Maj R. I. Buckley 
Maj P . J. Daniel . . 
Maj R. N. Howes .. 
Maj C. B. Keegan 
Maj J. A . MacFarlane 
Maj A. J . Ward .. 
Capt P. L. Deam .. 
Capt K. L. Evans .. 
Capt M. Heaney . 
Capt C. J . Hinsley .. 
Capt S. J . Long . • . . 
LLD. J . Hampton-Chubb 
Lt M. J . Hanby •• 
Lt A . J . Parsons .. 
2Lt J . R. Anderson 
2Lt A. R. Bask er .. 
2Lt R. E. Chamberlain .. 
2Lt A. M. Churchill 
2Lt P. E. J . Drew 
lit e. J. EUiou .. 
lit J . W. Evans .. 
2Lt B. A. Forster .. 
2Lt A . L. Hayden 
2Lt J. A . G. Langley 
2Lt G. E. Marsh .. 
2Lt . J . O'KeUy .. 

WOs and SNCOs 
APRIL 1992 
Rank and Name 
W02 J . E. Storey. . . . 
W02 (FofS) T . P. Waites 
AW02 W. F. Abbott 
SSgt S. J. Barnes .. 
SSgt T. Benson . . . . 
SSgt G. A. C. Couington 
SSgt P . Duffy . . . . 
SSgt (FofS) G. M. Edwards 
SSgt M. W. Halford .. 
SSgt M. Hoy .. 
SSgt A. A. Muir .. 
SSgt . M. Sloane .. 
ASSgt C. W. L. Andre"j 
Sgt K. W . Barker .• 
Sgt P. M. Bartleu 
Sgt L. V. Bath . 
Sgt N. M . Blair .. 
Sgt D. Briers . 
Sgt R. J. Bruinsma 
Sgt K. A. Cable . 
Sgt W. L. Calvert .. 
Sgt S. P . Cowan .• 
Sit F. Crammen .. 
Sgt G. D. Duffy 
Sgt R. J. Dunsath 

gt K. J . A . Esson 
S&t A. D. Ferris .. 

, 58 

- MOvements· - -

Unit to i+·hich pasted 
hon Term Trg Team Angola 

School of Sij!nal 
IS ig Regt 
40 Sig Rcgt (V) 
3 Armd Div HQ and Sig Regt 
2 Inf Bde & Dovcr/Shorncliffe Gar 
School of Signals 
2 Inf Div HQ and Siji Rcgt 
HQ AFCENT {ASG/CRSG) 
Depot 11 Sig Rcgt (HS) 
Depot 11 Sig Rcgt (HS) 
49 Inf Bde 
8 Sij! Rcgt 
7 Sig Rcgt 
Depot 11 ig Regt (HS) 
HQ AFCENT (ASG/ CRSG) 
BRITCO UNLKOM 
Bulford aod Tidworth Admin Unit 
2 In[ Div HQ and Sil! Regt 
210 Sig Sqn, 2 !of Div 
8 Sig Rcgt 
633 Sig Tp 
4 Rcgt AAC 
RMCS Sh.ri,·enham 
249 Sig Sqn (AMF(L)) 
School of Signals 
School of Signals 
School of Sijinals 
School of Signals 
School of Sij!nals 

Unit to which posted 
Depot 11 Sig Rcgt 
Queen's Gurkha Sig Regt 
HQ British Fon:es Cyprus 
2 Sig Bde 
16 Sig Regt 
37 Siji Regt (V) 
3S Sig Regt (V) 
Depot 11 Sij! Regt 
Depot 11 Sil! Regt 
30 Cdt Trg Team 
School of Signals 
Depot 11 Sig Regt 
7 Sig Regt 
II Sig Rcgt 
7 Sil! Rcgt 
School or Signals 
16 Sig Rcgt 
3 Arrnd Div HQ and Sig Rcgt 
22 Sig Regt 
School of Signals 
16 Sig Regt 
3 Arrnd Div HQ and Sig Rcgt 
I Arrnd Div HQ and Sig Regt 
School of Signals 
4 Annd Div HQ and Sig Regt 
School of Signals 
School of Signals 

Unit to which posted 
Depot Tp 11 Sij! Rcgt 
HQ Trg Gp R Signals 
Royal Army of Oman 
249 Sig Sqn (AMF(L)) 
Depot Tp 11 Sig Regt 
ACIO Portsmouth 
Depot Tp 11 Sig Regt 
School of Signals 
7 Sig Regt 
AC!O Leeds 
II Sig Regt 
II Ord Bo 
8 Sig Regt 
633 Sig Tp 
16 Sig Regt 
16 Sig Rcgt 
16 Sig Regt 
School of Signals 
16 Sig Rcgt 
8 Sig Regt 
16 Sig Regt 
16 Sig Regt 
SHAPE 
30 Sig Regt 
8 Sig Regt 
16 Sig Regt 
SHAPE 

Sgt A. R. Finch .. 
Sgt P. M. Flint .. 
Sgt A. C. Hunt . . 
Sgt A. M. Johnson 
Sgt W. B. Johnson 
Sgt D. G. Jones .. 
Sgt A. P. Kay . . 
Sgt A. A. M. Kemp 

gt C. I. Larrad .. 
Sgt I. D. Laws . . 
Sgt P. L. Lewis .. 
Sgt P . A. Lewis .. 

gt J . A. Lockcrt . . . . 
Sgt P. P. . MacKenzie .. 

gt M. McAnulty .. 
Sgt A. McGhee .. 
Sgt S. D. Metcalfe 
Sgt S. L. Murphy .. 
Sgt L. North . . 
Sgt M. G. Osborne 
Sgt R. A. Owen .. 
Sgt T . O'Neill .. 
Sgt G. Pendrich .. 
Sgt D. R. Piggott .. 
Sgt D. L. Poole .. 
Sgt R. J . Ramsay .. 
Sgt J. A. M. Redpath 
Sgt . J . Roberts .. 
Sgt I. M . Robinson 
Sgt M. Robson .. 
Sgt G. A. Rumble 
Sgt T. T. Sanderson 
Sgt L. Savil le .. 
Sgt I. S. Sluubb .. 
Sgt A. V. Slaney .. 
Sgt A. M. Smith .. 
Sgt T . R. Smith .. 
Sgt J. M. Stephco 
Sgt K. Sturman .. 
Sgt N. L. Taylor .. 
Sgt S. Thicken . . 
Sgt K. M. Turley .. 
Sgt P. A. White . . 
Sgt P. A. Wickham 
Sgt B. Wilkins 
Sgt G. Wilson . . 
Sgt M. C. Wray . . 
ASgt G. A. Hukin 
ASgt A. MacPherson 
ASgt A. H. Manktelow 
ASgt G. Rahman .. 
WOI D. J . H. Boxhall 
W02 S. J. Call and 
W02 A . T. Kennedy 
W02 B. White . . 
W02 C. W. Young 
A W02 S. Rook .. 
SSgt S. Hughes . . 
SSgt J. W. Latimer 
SSgt B. H . Lauder . . 
SSgt G. R. Mclaughlan . . 
SSgt M . J . Stringer . . 
SSgt N. Thomas .. 
ASSgt D. W. Craig 
ASSgt M. D. EUiott 
Sgt S. Armstrong .. 
Sgt G. Bateman .. 
Sgt R. H. Batley .. 
Sgt W. L. Calvert .. 
Sgt G. H . Coxon . . . . 
Sgt A. T . P. Cummings .. 
Sgt R. G. Edge . . . . 
Sgt P . F. Gardner 
Sgt A . P. Goodwin 
Sgt A. Hartley 
Sgt K. Hatton . . 
Sgt G . R. Hope .. 
Sgt M. Jordan 
Sgt J . D. Lavcrick 
Sgt G. A. Lew en den 
Sgt M. C. McCaffcrty 
Sgt C. D. McNulty 
Sgt J . P. Morgan .. 
Sgt M. O'Brien . . 
Sgt D. J. Purnell .. 
Sgt D. I. Sloane .. 
Sgt P. A. Trethewey 
Sgt N. Watton •. 
Sgt A. C. West .. 
Sgt K. G. Wosika .. 
ASgt P. J. Brickell 
ASgt R. Clatworthy 
ASgt A . D. Farley 
ASgt G. Steel 

16 Sig Rcgt 
School of Signals 
3 Annd Div HQ & Sig Regt 
School of Signals 
School of Signals 
School of Signals 
IS Sig Rcgt 
16 Sig Regt 
16 Sig Regt 
16 Sig Rcgt 
School of Signals 
243 Sig Sqn 
School of Signals 
242 Sig Sqn 
16 Sig Regt 
Comms & Sy Gp (UK) 
662 Sij! Tp 
16 Sig Regt 
3 CTT Colchester 
9 Sig Regt 
2S9 Sig Sqn 
32 Sig Regt (V) 
JCUNI 
8 Sig Regt 
I QLR 
I Arrnd Div HQ & Sig Regt 
9 Sig Regt 
3 Inf Bde HQ & Sig Sqn 
8 Sig Rcgt 
14 Sig Regt (EW) 
HQ AFCENT 
16 Sig Regt 
16 Sig Regt 
9 Sig Regt i ¢;'f!)d Div HQ & Sig Regt 

I6 Sig Regt 
HQ Int Corps Depot & Centre 
School of Signals 
School of Signals 
14 Sig Regt (EW) 
210 Sig Sqn 
633 Sig Tp 
16 Sig Regt 
School of Signals 
16 Sig Regt 
Depot Tp 11 Sig Regt 
2 CTT (Herts) 
30 Sig Rcgt 
II Sig Regt 
I KOSB 
3 Arrnd Div HQ & Sig Regt 
Comms & Sy Gp (UK) 
242 Sig Sqo 
7 Sig Regt 
19 Inf Bdc HQ & Sig Sqn 
School of Infantry 
Comms & Sy Gp (UK) 
Depot Tp 11 Sig Regt 
Depot Tp 11 Sig Regt 
Depot Tp 11 Sig Regt 
216 (Para) Sig Sqn 
33 Sig Regt (V) 
8 Inf Bdc HQ & Sig Sqn 
249 Sig Sqn (AMF(L)) 
Comms & Sy Gp (UK) 
602 Sig Tp 
School of Signals 
21 Sig Regt 
Depot Tp 11 Sig Regt 
8 Sig Regt 
School of Signals 
14 Sig Regt (EW) 
Rocchan Balado Bridge 
3 Inf Bde HQ & Sig Sqn 
34 Sig Rcgt (V) 
16 Sig Rcgt 
13 Sig Regt 
I Inf Bdc HQ & Sig Sqn 
School of Signals 
JCUFI 
2S4 (UNFICYP) Sig Sqn 
4 Armd Div HQ & Sig Regt 
Fortress HQ Gibraltar 
622 Sig Tp 
19 Fd Rcgt 
13 Sig Regt 
14 Sig Regt (EW) 
RAF Mount Pleasant 
School of Signals 
AA Coll Harrogate 
3 Inf Bde HQ & Sig Sqn 
3 Armd Div HQ & Sig Regt 
8 Sig Regt 
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DEATHS 
Abbiss-W02 J. Abbiss died 30 January 1991. 
Adam-Maj W. A. Adam-served 1932-65-died 7 March 1992 
Alexander-W02 A. Alexander-died 8 February 1992 · 
Allen-Sgt D. H. Allen-died 20 November 1991 · 
Beale-Sgt F. A. Beale- died 6 December 1991. · 
Bearne-SSgt C. J. E. Bearne-died 16 February 1992. 
Beaumont- LCpl L. B. Beaumont-died 2 December 1991 
Beavan-Pte P. Beavan- died 28 March 1992. · 
Br~dbury:-W02 Y"· Bradbury- died 22 December 1991. 
Br1ght-S1g S. Bright- served 1990-92-died 24 April 1992 
Brotherton- Sig E. R. R. Brotherton-died 28 March 1992 
Bullock- W02 A. Bullock- died 6 December 1991. · 
Carden-Col G. S. P. Carden OBE TD DL (Hon Col 71 Sig 
Regt (V))-died 9 May 1992 
Cathcart-Mrs W. G. A., wife of Maj G. Cathcart-died 18 March 

1992. 
Collier- Cpl R. A. Collier-served 1970-92- died 14 April 1992 
Collins-Sgt L. Collins- died 26 December 1991. 
Davey-Capt R. A. Davey-died 16 May 1989. 
Deakin- Lt Col D. N. Deakin- served 1932-1958-died 6 March 

1992. 
Dean- Cpl T. M. Dean- served 1976-89-died 24 April 1992 
Derrick-LCpl R. W. J. Derrick- died 23 March 1992. 
English-Sgt T. English-died 20 August 1991. 
Field-W02 W. C. Field- died 7 November 1991. 
Fulton-Capt R. O. Fulton-served 1939-46- died February 1992 
Gay- Sgt A. J. Gay- died 9 November 1991. 
George-W02 E. D. George-died 4 November 1991. 
Godfrey-SSgt H. Godfrey- died 18 November 1991. 
Godwin-W02 E. E. Godwin- died 9 March 1992. 
Grice-W02 G. A. Grice- died 5 January 1992. 
Harris- Pte F. J. Harris-died 12 November 1991 . 
Harris-Sgt G. Harris- died 27 November 1991. 
Harrison- Pte L. C. Harrison- died 24 January 1992. 
Hawkes-Cpl F . Hawkes-died 7 January 1992. 
Holland-W02 W. J. Holland-died 15 November 1991. 
Horwell-SSgt K. Horwell- died 15 January 1992. 
Hutchison-Sgt T. K. Hutchison-died 15 January 1992. 
lrving-Pte W. Irving-died 12 November 1991. 
Jordan-Sgt J. M. Jordan-died 17 December 1991. 
Kemp-Sgt A. E. Kemp-died 7 February 1992. 
Kennett-Sig L. S. Kennett-served 1939-46-died 20 April 1992 
Lawton-Pie N. G. Lawton-died 28 November 1991. 
Lane-W02 A. J. Lane-died 26 December 1991. 
Lettin-Maj F. Lettin-died 30 November 1991. 
Littlejohn-Capt R. Y. Littlejohn-died 29 December 1991. 
Love-Sig G. P. Love-served 1986-1992-died 14 April 1992 
Martin-W02 K. Martin-served 1931 -66- died 7 May 1992 
Morrison-Wot H. Morrison-died 28 February 1992. 
Morgan-Col F. S. Morgan CBE, DL- served 1914-48-died 16 

March 1992. 
Morton-W. Morton-served 1937-46- died March 1992. 
Murray-SSgt S. J. Murray-served 1939-1969-died 21March1992. 
Newlyn-Sgt W. E. Newlyn-died IO February 1992. 
Oshea-Cpl D. C. Oshea-served 1984-92-died 14 March 1992. 
Parker-Cpl N. Parker-died 20 November 1991. 
Pearce-WOt T. A. Pearce-died 24 November 1991. 
Picken-Sgt W. G. Picken-died 20 October 1991. 
Platty-Cpl G. L. Platty-died 28 January 1992. 
Ramsdale-W02 L. E. Ramsdale-died 2 December 1991. 
Reagan-W02 R. Reagan-served 1938-46-died 3 May 1992 
Ringland-Pte W. Ringland-died 8 February 1992. 
Robertson-W02 Robertson-died 8 January 1992. 
Robinson-Sgt F. S. Robinson-served 1948-70-died 11 March 

1992. 
Shepherd-Sgt G. C. Shepherd-died 15 September 1991. 
Smith-W02 T. Smith-died 27 December 1991. 
Stove-Cpl W. C. Stove-died 7 February 1992. 
Stringer-Sgt Stringer-died 22 February 1992. 
Strype-Capt H. E. Strype-served 1932-59-died 21 March 1992. 
Tribe-SSgt K. Tribe-died 19 December 1991. 
Turnbull-Cpl A. Turnbull-died 16 February 1992. 
Weston-Sgt A. E. Weston- died 24 March 1992. 
Wbitehouse-Pte W. A. Whitehouse-died 27 December 1991. 
Willmington-Cpl W. A. Willmington-died 5 November 1991. 
Yewdall-Pte D. M. Yewdall-died 15 November 1991. 
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OBITUA IES 

Bradley-Mr Eric .Bradley LOS, RCS, Eng-On 13 March 1992 the 
oldest (and one of the first) members of East Kent Branch Mr Eric 
Bradley sadly died after a short illness. His funeral w~ held at 
Kingston Church on Monday 23 March. Eric Bradley was 95 and 
joined the Army at Canterbury on 11 December 1914 and served 
at first. in the Kent Cyclist Battalion. In August 1915 he was ent 
to India and transferred to the Indian Signal Corps serving in 
Bangalore and Poona amongst other places. It was here that his 
first love of wireless telegraphy grew for he remained an enthusi
astic member of the Royal Signals Amateur Radio Society and of 
the Dover Amateur Radio Club. As soon as this Branch wa 
formed, he joined as a Life Member. 

Aft.er l~ving the Army he trained as a dental surgeon at Guys 
~osp1ta! m 1~28 and took over his father's practice in Canterbury 
mto which his two sons followed him. 

Apart from h:is interest in wireless telegraphy, he was a keen 
sportsman particularly at hockey and tennis and was also 
C~ai~man of the East Kent Branch of the Camping Club of Great 
Bntam. 

Our sympathy goes out to his wife, May and her three sons who 
survive him. 

Handley- WO! Roy {Tommy) Handley died on l May 1992, aged 65 
years following an operation. He joined the Corps in 1944 and 
served in India, Malaya, Korea, MELF, Cyprus, GermaJty, France 
and Holland. A life member of the Association he was a regular 
attender at Catterick reunions. Our condolences go to his widow 
Dilys and to the family. 

Hemsley-Lt Col A. Hemsley MBE TD. Arthur Hemsley's service 
covered a span of 47 years with the TA and the regular Corps. He 
saw service in Gallipoli and on the Western Front and during the 
second world war commanded the anti-aircraft Signal Unit 
(London). Mrs Martin (the wife of WOl (FofS) J. Martin) met Lt 
Col Hemsley at the Whitcliffe House Nursing Home in Blandford 
where she works. As a result a visit to the Corps museum was 
arranged and an account of this appears on page 150. 

It is sad to report that Lt Col Hemsley died on 4 May aged 98 
years so soon after his reunion with the Corps . We send our sincere 
condolences to Mrs Hemsley and their daughter. 

lbberson-George lbberson. It is with deep regret and sadness that 
Manchester Branch report the death of Mr George lbberson, 
Honorary Member and Welfare Officer of the branch. He passed 
away on the 22 April. A great friend and companion to many and 
although he had been house-bound for some seven years he still 
kept in touch with all his comrades in the branch. He will be sadly 
missed. 

Langley-W02 T. S. Langley served in the Corps from 1958-1980. He 
saw service in Cyprus, Bahrain, Northern Ireland (two tours) as 
well as UK. Well known in the Corps where he made many friends 
he was a keen sportsman and enjoyed refereeing football matches. 
When he left the Corps he joined the Sultan of Oman's Armed 
Regiment where he served for nearly 11 years until he died 
suddenly, on IO April. He leaves a widow Mary {better known ~ 
Fran), four children and their families. He was a good husband, 
a good father and a good soldier and will be much missed by his 
family. 

Mainwaring-Wot Raymond Mainwaring. The son of Dr Alexander 
and Mrs Eva Mainwaring, Raymond served in the Corps from 
1948-1970. A Foreman of Signals he served in Catterick, 
Germany, Cyprus and France. He died on 3 November 1991 
leaving three sons, two daughters and 15 grandchildren. We send 
our condolences to his family. 

Mercer-Maj A. K. Mercer. It is with great regret that we record the 
death of Maj A. K. Mercer who died recently at the age of 68 . 
Albert Mercer enlisted into the Royal Norfolk Reglinent as a boy 
in 1939. Initially he trained for the band, but soon after entering 
man servke he transferred into the Corps and started his technical 
career. He served in India, the Far East, the Middle East and 
Europe, in due course becoming a Foreman of Signals followed by 
commissioning as a Technical Officer Telecommunications. He 
left the Corps in 1977 in the rank of Major and ettled in Scotton 
near Catterick Garrison. Until retirement he worked with 
Cummins Engineering in Darlington as their Communications 
Manager. He will be sadly missed by his many friend . Our 
sympathies are sincerely extended to his wife Gwen and his family. 
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Maj G. W. atlon-Gordon Nation joined the Corps in 1929 and wa 
ub equently commi ioned some 15 year 'later during the Second 

World War. On commi ioning, he sailed for India and was very 
oon appointed Adjutant of 15 Indian Corps Signals and later, 

Force 401 Signals. The Commander of both of these units, no' 
Lieutenant General Raj Bhatra PVSM OBE records his 
out tanding loyalty and reliability in the difficult period that 
followed the Japanese surrender in 1945 in Java, Sumatra, Borneo 
and Bali, and after this, with Force 401 , in Basra , protecting our 
intere ts in the Persian Oil Fields. Maj Freddie Stewart, who as 
second in command of the Signal force recalls how this 'tall and 
good looking officer with such a calm and digni fied manner ' 
coped with the many problems faced by the mainly Indian 
Soldiers. In between further tours in the Far Ea t and BAOR, 
Gordon eemed to find himself in Catterick, and it was to the 
Training Brigade that, on his retirement from the Active List he 
returned as a Retired Officer in the appointment of Staff Captain 
'A'. It wa there that as the Commanding Officer of 24 Sig Regt, 
and later a the Commander of The Brigade, Maj Gen Jimmie 
Hellier remembers him well. He write 'throughout our service 
together, he was always the epitome of an officer and a gentleman. 
His abiding love of the Corps was reflected in his efficiency and 
unfailing reliability and willingness'. Indeed however, the greatest 
tribute to Gordon Nation comes from his son, Christopher, who 
writes 'He was gentle and loving, never preached or lost his 
temper, was generous and sharing, but abGve all, he was my best 
friend'. There can surely be no finer tribute to a Father. He is 
sorely missed by Edna, his wife since 1948, and his son, 
Christopher, and many friends throughout the Corps who have 
helped to compile this tribute. 

Paterson-Sgt James Ronald Paterson. It is with great sadness that we 
report the sudden death of Sgt Ron Paterson on Saturday 14 
March 1992. Since Ron joined 46 Sig Sqn (V) he had been an active 
member of the Recruiting Team, passing on to recruits the benefits 
of his 22 years with the Regular Corps in his inimitable style. 

Ron served the Corps with distinction and many friends will 
remember him from tours such as Cyprus, Belize, Germany and 
The Falklands. 

His many friends in 38 Sig Regt (V) will miss his knowledgeable 
banter, whether in the Co=cen, the Sgts' Mess or when he was 
really.in charge in his role as NBC Instructor. Ron died doing what 
he enjoyed most, second only to the love of his family, away with 
the Squadron, on a training weekend at Strensall, Yorks. We all 
extend our heartfelt sympathy to Janet and his lovely children 
Gayle and Lyndsey. 

Prees-Capt J. W. Prees. Jim died in hospital on 26 April 1992 at the 
grand old age of 88. He enlisted as an RE Boy in February 1920 
and re-badged as a Signals Boy in November of the same year. The 
fact that he was _a foun~er memb~r of the Corps was always a 
source of great pnde to him. He tramed as a WT Operator and his 
first P?Sting was to Tu_rkey in 1~22. He then served in Egypt, Iraq, 
Palesune, Germany (m the onginal BAOR), India in A Corps 
Signals and then Palestine. 

At the outbreak of the Second World War Jim was with the 
T31-nk Brigade Signals . in the Tidworth area. He was soon 
dispatched to North Afnca and spent a somewhat frustrating time 
shuttling back and forth across the Western Desert. After a brief 
return to Iraq with Paiforce he embarked for Greece. It was there 
that he admitted to having a total sense of humour failure. After 
a rapid and indignified exit he returned to North Africa and was 
then 12osted back to India. 

Jim left the service in 1945 and after a short stint with the GPO 
he . stai:ted a seco~d career wilh the civil service. He always 
rruu!1tamed a. keen mterest ~ th~ Corps and expressed sympathy 
for 11 ~hen his son fo~owed m his footsteps and enlisted as a boy. 
He will be sorely missed by Louie his devoted wife his son 
daughter, grandchildren and great grandchildren. ' ' 

Shannan-Cpl Myles Sharman. It is with deep regret that we report 
the_ d~t~ of Cpl. Myl~s Sharman on 4 February 1992, Ma result 
of_mJunes sustamed m a road traffic accident whilst on Ex Red 
Tncorn. Myles en.listed into the Corps on 4 November 1984. He 
was posted t<>_ 7 Sig Regt upon completion of his training, where 
he served _until ~rly _1989. He was subsequently posted to 22 Sig 
Regt, dunng which time he served in the Gulf on Op Granby as 
a detachment commander o_f a SCRA (Central). Myles was a very 
pop~lar member of th~ Regiment who took an active part in most 
Regimental sports, which he played to a high standard. He will be 
remem_bered fo~ his enthu~iasm for l~fe and his sense of humour, 
and. will be missed by his many fnends and colleagues in the 
R_egin:ient. We extend our deepest and most sincere sympathy to 
his wife Paula and his parents Pauline and Mike. 
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Tay- Col A. T. Tay Malaysia Signals. Some retired members of The 
Corp will remember Eddie Tay from the time he served as a junior 
officer (Lt/Capt) in 18 and 19 Sig Regt in Singapore during the 
early 1960's. It is with sadness that we learnt of the death of Eddie 
A. T. Tay KAT, KMN, PPT, AMP, PIS, PJK in Kuala Lumpar 
on 25 February 1992 three days after his 52nd birthday. He served 
as a locally enlisted officer in R Signals in Singapore before 
transferring to Malaysian Signals. At.the time of his death he was 
a Colonel filling the one star appointment of Assistant Chief of 
Staff, Logistics, of the Department of the Army. 

He leaves behind, his wife Betty also known to members of the 
Corps and four children. 

WaJsh-Cpl David Walsh. It is with deep regret that we report the 
dea.th of Cp~ Dave ~al~h on ~onday 9 M~rch, as a result of tragic 
accident whilst ervmg m Berlm. Dave enlisted into the Corps and 
was posted to 13 Sig Regt after completing his apprenticeship at 
the Army Apprentices' College in Harrogate. In August 1991 he 
was detached from Birgelen to 3 Sqn in Berlin . Dave was a very 
popular 1?ember. of the uni! and had very many friends in Birgelen 
and Berhn. He 1s sadly missed by all of his colleagues and our 
deepest sympathies are extended to his family. ' 

CORPS AFFILIATED CHURCH-VINCENT 
SQUARE SWl 

SERVICES 
Sunday 

Wednesday 
Thursday 
Friday 

0800 hrs 
0930 hrs 
1000 hrs 
1800 hrs 
0930 hrs 
1230 hr 
0730 hrs 

Holy Communion (1662) 
Matins 
Parish Communion (Rite A) 
Evensong 
Holy Communion (1662) 
Holy Communion (Rite A) 
Holy Communion (Rite A) 

St Stephen with St John Westminster 
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NOTICES 
1992 

20 June 
27/28 June 

28 June 
9 October 

26 November 
15 December 

CORPS DATES 

Corps Luncheon in Blandford 
Association Reunion in Catterick 
(details from RHQ) 
Corps Luncheon in Catterick 
Corps Dinner in Glasgow 
RSI London Lecture 
Corps Carol Service in London 

HM THE QUEEN'S GARDEN PARTY AT 
BUCKINGHAM PALACE 

Our Colonel-in-Chief HRH The Princess Royal GVCO may attend 
the Garden Party on Wednesday 15 July 1992. 

Any members of the Corps who receive invitations to attend on this 
date are asked to notify the Regimental Secretary at RHQ Royal 
Signals, 56 Regency Street, London SW IP 4AD in order that they 
may be included in the Corps organised party and presented to the 
Colonel in Chief. · 

THE LONDON LECTURE 1992 
The London Lecture will take place at the London Press Centre, 76 

Shoe Lane, London EC4 at 1800 hrs on Thursday 26 November 1992. 
The Lecturer will be Professor J. Midwinter OBE, FRS, FEng who is 
Pender Professor and head of University College London department 
of Electronic and Electrical Engineering. 

The title of the lecture is 'The Nature of Technological Change'. 
Admission tickets to the lecture are free and, for those who wish it 
there is a hot supper following the lecture, the cost of which, including 
half a bottle of wine, is £20.00 per head. 

Application forms for the lecture and supper can be found at the 
back of the White List and the Retired Officers' list, or obtained from 
the lecture secretary on London District Mil Ext 8422 (071-41 4 8422) . 

Dress is lounge suits. Members of the Royal Signals Institution, 
their wives and personal guests, are welcome to attend. 

22 SIGNAL REGIMENT-FINAL CELEBRATION OF THE 
FREEDOM OF LIPPSTADT 

Owing to Options for Change, 22 Sig Regt is due to disband in 
December 1992. It has therefore been decided to exercise, for the last 
time, the Freedom of Lippstadt on 19 September 1992. All ex
members of the Regiment are invited to attend the celebrations on a 
self payment basis. 

The programme of events will begin on Friday 18 September with 
receptions held in separate Messes and be followed by a weekend 
programme of activities to include: 

Friday 18 September-Reception in Messes. 
Saturday 1-9 September-Freedom Parade followed by VIP 

Reception. 
Evening Saturday 19 September-Regimental All Ranks Disband

ment Party. 
Sunday 20 September- Drumhead Service followed by curry 

lunches in Messes. 
It is hoped to keep costs of accommodation to a minimum and 

applications to attend should be forwarded to : Parade Project 
Officer, 22 Sig Regt, British Forces Post Office 107 by 17 July 1992 
at the latest. 

'FAREWELL TO RAF BRIZE NORTON' PARADE 
The 'Red Hand Gang' will hold a farewell to RAF Brize Norton 

Parade on 15 July 1992. The Corps Band will be playing and there will 
be a fly past. Following the parade there will be a barbecue. All ex 
members of the Squadron are cordially invited to attend. If you wish 
to do so please contact Capt Matt Fensom on Brize Norton Ext 6157 
or W02 (SSM) Brereton Ext 6105. 

SILVER JUBILEE OF THE FORMATION OF 264 (SAS) SIG SQN 
To commemorate the Silver Jubilee (plus one year) of the formation 

of 264 (SAS) Sig Sqn, a reunion of past and present members of the 
Squadron will be held during the Summer of 1992. 

For further details please apply to: Mr J. Harper, PO Box 69, 
HR2 6HF. 
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LA GELEBEN 
The Royal Signals detachment at Langeleben, near Konigslutter, 

Germany, will be closing in 1992. To mark the end of 39 years 
existence, it is intended to hold a reunion on 27-28 June 1992. All 
former military personnel who were on the posted strength of 
Langeleben units are requested to contact: 'Reunion', Field Station 
Langeleben, 14 Sig Regt, BFPO IOI. Tel: (01049-5353) 5378. 

WHITE HELMEIS REUNION 
A reunion for ex members of the Royal Signals White Helmets 

Motorcycle Display Team is to be held in the Catterick Area on 
Saturday 24 October 1992. The precise location will be decided when 
the number attending is known. Wives will be welcome to attend with 
their husbands. 

If you are interested please write to: White Helmets Reunion, 
Yimy Barracks, Catterick Garrison, North Yorkshire DL9 3PS or 
telephone (0748) 872564 during normal working hours. 

DISBANDMENT: 22 SIG REGT OFFICERS/SERGEANTS/ 
CORPORALS MESS PRESENTATION PROPERTY 

The Regiment disbands in December 1992. If you have presented 
any of the messes with a gift during your tour and would now like it 
back could you please write giving a brief description of the item to 
the PMC of the respective messes. 

THE ARMY AIR CORPS 
The Army Air Corps is anxious to update its 'individual' records of 

Royal Signals personnel attached to them, or their predecessors in its 
Air Observation Post Squadrons or Light Liaison units. 

Anyone in the Corps, serving or retired, affected by this, is asked 
to notify HQ Army Air Corps with their name, initials, rank and their 
address as soon as possible please. 

The information should be provided to: Assistant Regimental 
Secretary, Headquarters Army Air Corps, Middle Wallop, 
Stockbridge, Hampshire S020 8DY. Telephone contact may be made 
with: Maj (Retd) T. C. Morley on Middle Wallop Military Extension 
45 14 or STD (0264) 384514. 

DON'T MISS THIS PRIZE OPPORTUNLTY 
What are you doing on 26 November 1992? . .. If you enter for 

the Army Photographic Competition you could be attending a lunch 
at The Imperial War Museum in London to collect a share of the 
£4,000 worth of prizes on offer. 

Prizes this year include a superb Nikon camera and 50= lens to 
the Army Photographer of the Year; £500 in cash (£200 to the runner
up) for the best amateur portfolio; numerous other cash awards 
ranging from £50 to £350; plus £250 worth of NAAFI store vouchers 
(just the job for Christmas fare); together with silver trophies and 
framed scrolls of honour. 

And you don't need to be an expert photographer-the majority of 
competitors are amateurs. 

The competition is open to members of the regular army (including 
UDR) and Territorial Army, MoD (A) civilian personnel and army 
families . 

It may be that you already have a potential award winning entry, 
if not there's plenty of time-photographs can be taken between 1 
October 1991 and the closing date for receipt of entries at HQ UKLF 
on 30 September 1992. 

Entry forms/ details are available from your local P Info office or 
by contacting: Mr T. Clark, Photo Competition Manager, G3 P Info, 
HQ UKLF, Wilton, Salisbury, Wilts SP2 OAG. Tel: (Civ) (0722) 
433345 or Salisbury Mil 3345. 

FOR SALE 
CAMBRIDGE UNIVERSITY OFFICERS' TRAIN1NG CORPS 
ROY AL SIGNALS WING 

Wall plaques are now available for CUOTC Royal Signals Wing. If 
any ex Wing member would like to purchase one, please contact the 
PSI, W02(SSM) K. A. Jones, CUOTC, TA Centre, Coldham's Lane, 
Cambridge CBI 3HS, or telephone (0223) 247818 ext 5034 Colchester 
Mil 5034. The cost is £13.50, including p and p.• 
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~ REPORT FROM ULS'I'ER 

PER 0 LIT 
CO Lt Col G. M. S. Shipley 
21C Maj J.P. Hudson 

djt Capt F. P . Robert , RSM WOl (RSM) R. C. Cory. 
The major event in the past two months was the visit to the Province 

on hi farewell tour a Signal Officer-in-Chief, Maj Gen R. F. L. 
Cook accompanied by Mrs Cook. In a hectic three days they saw most 
of the Corps in the Province. During the visit BEMs were pre ented 
to S gts Lilley and Mandella of 225 Sig Sqn and five LS & GCs were 
presented to members of the Regiment including the Chief Clerk, 
W02 (ORQMS) Bob Bousfield, SSgt Mick Laybourn, Cpls Bob 
Hepplestone and 'Mas ie' Bailey. Whilst touring Sp Sqn the SOinC 
urpri ed LCpl Phillip in the Switchboard by promoting her to 

Corporal . At the end of the tour the SOinC was presented with a piece 
of Tyrone Crystal and a traditional Blackthorn on behalf of all ranks 
in the Province. We bid Maj Gen Cook and his family good fortune 
and health in the years to come. 

The SOinC presents Cpl Bailey with her LS & GC Medal, Cpl 
Hepplestone waits his turn 

WOl (RSM) B. C. Howe hands over to WOl (RSM) R. C. Cory (on 
left) 
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15 Sig Regt 
BFPO 801 

In the last few days we have also seen a change in RSM, with WOl 
(RSM) R. C. Cory taking over the reins from WOl (RSM) B. C. 
Howe. Mr Howe leaves us for Thorney Island. We wish both him and 
Sue all the very best for the future and thank them for all their efforts 
for the Regiment during the past two years. Mr Cory, an 'old' Ulster 
hand (no pun intended!), and his wife move into a busy post and we 
wish them all the best for their tour here. 

One of the last acts of WOl (RSM) B. C. Howe was to 'give up' 
being RSM for a day as part of the Trading Places day. Sgt Hodgetts 
of I Troop, 233 Sig Sqn, organised a raffle for the honour, raising a 
considerable amount of money in the process. The winner was Sig 
Moffett who spent an enjoyable day taking full advantage of his rapid 
promotion. After a day that included a special lunch in the Sergeants' 
Mess he relinquished his temporary appointment in the Peake Inn in 
the evening (much to his Tp SSgt's delight!) . 

SUPPORT SQUADRON 
Sqn Comd Maj M. S. W. Olive MBE 
SSM W02 (SSM) Bottomley 

The Squadron has witnessed many departures and arrivals over the 
last few months. However, by the time these notes go to press QM Maj 
Ian Buckley and his wife Julie will have left for Hong Kong. We bid 
them farewell and wish them all the best for the future. The Squadron 
would also like to welcome their replacement, Maj Gus Boag. Best 
wishes to Sig Vedere (nee Dodds) and LCpl Spears (nee Hayes) on 
their recent marriages . 

225 SIGNAL SQUADRON 
SHQ 
Sqn Comd Maj I. R. Fielder 
2IC Capt D. J. Luckett 
Ops Adjt Capt S. M. Wood, SSM W02 (SSM) D. Rutter , ORS Sgt 
Eldergill . 

We said farewell to Sgt Brian Smith, posted to 3 Armd Div HQ and 
Sig Regt via the Falklands. We all thank him for all his hard work . 
We congratulate Graeme Eldergill on his recent promotion to Sgt. 

DELTA TROOP 
The Troop welcomes its new Tp Comd, WOl Steve Palfreyman, 

and says farewell and all the best to Cpl Trev Broome and LCpl 
Seamus Hughes (on his transfer to the RAF) . 

VOLLEYBALL 
NI ROYAL SIGNAL SQUADRON KNOCKOUT COMPETITION 

The competition was held on I February at Thiepval Barracks and 
all six Squadrons in the Province participated. The tournament was 
organised by SSgt 'Tiger' Howarth and hosted by members of the 
Squadron. The competition was held on a pool basis, with the top two 
teams playing in the final . After many close games the finalists 
emerged as 8 Bde HQ and Sig Sqn and 225 Sig Sqn. The Squadron 
won eventually, even though SSgt Lauren Lilley had to depart the 
field prior to the last set as her bleeper went off and Cpl 'Gav' Wilson 
(a stalwart supporter) donned a jersey to play out the final set. The 
Cup was presented by the CO to LCpl 'Seamus' Hughes, captain of 
the 225 Sig Sqn team. 

ADVERTISING 
Notices and advertisements, other than those related to a 

business interest, will be published free of charge to serving 
members of the Corps, and to those retired members who 
subscribe to The Wire. All other advertisements should be 
forwarded to our advertising managers, Combined Service 
Publications Ltd PO Box 4, Farnborough, Hampshire GU14 
7LR (Telephone 0252 515891) who will advise charges . 
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233 SIGNAL SQUADRON 
TM TROOP 

firstly, all TM Tp personalities would like to say welcome to all our 
new arrivals and cheerio to those who have gone. 

TM Tp technicians attached to the Comms Ops Bubble have 
discovered new and very unusual abbreviations such as MOAST 
CSC, PUS, UNICOM, and STATTS much to the amusement and 
bemusement of everyone else-apparently, they think it is a form of 
Esperanto, which everyone should be able to understand . 

We would like to welcome Cpl Jim Turnbull to the Installations 
Projects Section. 

INDIA TROOP 
Victor section is busy, work, work and more work which is keeping 

the Troop happy and morale high. 
On the leaving side we bid farewell to Sig Eddie Kelly, who is off 

to AFCEN1, where we are assured his accent will blend in ell. e 
also say farewell to Sgt Paul Sioderberry and wife D burah on their 
return to England. 

Arrivals have been a bit scarce but we wish a safe and happy tour 
to Sgt Martin Sutcliffe, his wife Jacky and Cpl Dave William who 
have joined us from Germany. 

THE OTHER TROOP 
(JULIET'S BUDDY) 

Just a short note to let everyone in the Corps who knows Cpl Eddie 
Edmondson, especially those he befriended on his leadership cour e, 
that he has successfully completed the gruelling BFT 2; he admitted 
later :hat if he had known he had two (2) seconds to spare he would 
have paced himself for the next session of physical jerks. Eddie said 
that it did not matter to him how long the 3 mile course was-he 
would meet the challenge. 

3 Inf Bde HQ and Sig Sqn 
BFPO 803 

PERSONALITIES 
Sqn Comd Maj Peter Grogan 
2IC Capt Alasdair Rodgers 
AO Capt Brian Tock RAOC, RSM WOl (RSM) Bob Stonier, YofS 
WOl (YofS) Kev Townsend, FofS W02 {FofS) Kev Truby, C Clk 
Sgt (ORSQMS) Hoppy Hopkins. 
YofS Kev Townsend and FofS Kev Truby, are hatching a plan to 

re-name everyone in SHQ as 'Kevin'. Capt Alasdair 'Probationary 
Kev' Rodgers can't think what all the fuss is about. 

VISIT OF SIGNAL OFFICER IN CHIEF 
On 4 March the SOinC, Maj Gen R. F. L. Cook paid a farewell visit 

to the Squadron. He visited all departments, starting at SHQ, where 
the Sqn Comd, Maj Peter Grogan, briefed on the Squadron's 
operations. 

Having visited Sigs Taff Thomas and MacMcGowan in Syscon, and 
Sigs Gav McCann and Tracey Main in the Commcen, Maj Gen Cook 
moved on to TM Section , where he was met by SSgt Nige Sloane. He 
was given a demonstration of a Cougar transportable and some test 
equipment by Cpl Al Townsend, followed by an explanation of covert 
car-fits by LCpl Neil Moss. Next , Cpl Jase 'Brylcream' Smithurst 
showed him the workings of the Trials Section. 

The riggers had a nice surprise for Maj Geo Cook when they invited 
him to climb the mast, accompanied by LCpl Jase Werner. Moments 
later, kitted out with harness and extra-heavy body armour, the 
SOinC was up the mast taking in the view. The Sqn Comd and Comd 
Comms, Lt Col Gordon Shipley, looked on, thanking their stars he 
hadn't asked them to join him. 

After a quick glance at the QM's 'Palace' the SOinC presented Gulf 
Medals to SSgt (ORSQMS) Hoppy Hopkins, Sgt Graham .Westall, 
Cpl Neil Inman and Sig Wayne Robson. An excellent buffet lunch was 
enjoyed by all in the Whynge Inn followed by a visit to South Armagh 
to visit 3 RGJ. 

EXERCISE WINTER WARRIOR 
A long and arduous journey took four of the Squadron to the 

French Alps and our 'exercise' location of Orcieres. The mental strain 
of the 24 hour journey had clearly taken its toll on the party of 44 men 
and 4 women. 

After a night's sleep and a hearty breakfast of one boiled egg and 
a bowl of bird seed muesli we set off to the slopes for our first day's 
skiing. 

After a few days of being constantly on 'Piste' things started getting 
desperate amongst the 'Armagh posse'. Sig Wayne Robson was keen 
to get back to the comfort of the Commcen. Sig Geordie Gough 
actually broke a ski in half, in a bid to have a rest from this 'Military' 
exercise and LCpl Pete Chapman buried his head in the snow, but the 
freezing shock soon woke him up. As for Cpl Mac McKenna it was 
tough but he pulled through, even though he still never managed to 
pass his silver down hill test. Better luck next time! 

ORDERLY ROOM 
SSgt 'Hoppy' Hopkins has been 'out on the ground' on numerous 

occasions (trips to the dentist in Omagh) while he waits for the bill 
from Tandragee Golf Course, where he cultivated every available tee 
spot according to witnesses on his first golf outing. Yes, Hoppy, we 
said golf not gulf and yes, Hoppy, we know you've been there. 
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The SOinC presenting Sig Wayne Robson with his Gulf Medal 

The SOinC talks to LCpl Neil Moss 



pl eitb Townsln travels the long road to Lisburn on posting. We 
welcome Cpl Bob Martin in his place. 

LCpl Pete Cbapman packs for Cyprus with LCpl Tom (anything 
fo r a wan) HUI wailing in his wake. It' s rumoured that Tom would 
be heading fo r the sun had he not extended. Never mind Tom you've 
made a name for yourself in 3 Bde, stay another year and it may not 
be a detrimental one. Ju t think of all that NI pay that Chappy isn't 
getting! 

The AO, Capt 'math in the box' Tock gives his SP<?rts kit an airi?g 
while he prepare for hi audits and packs ready for B1ces~er . We wish 
him and his family all the best on posting; perhaps he will be able to 
tu, e his TV there. 

We welcome LCpl John Wooding from Wildenrath and wish him 
a pleasant and safe tour. 

gt George Alty is busily scraping together names for his next 
mystery tour. He's also looking for volunteers to clean the minibus . 

COMMS TROOP 
Tp Comd Capt Tim Carmichael 
Tp SSgt SSgt Danny O'Brien 

We would like to welcome SSgt Danny O'Brien, bright eyed and 
bushy-tailed from Harrogate. He has replaced our long-serving 
Staffy, SSgt Nige Sloane, who bas decided the dangers of Armagh 
weren' t enough for him, so he's taken up bomb-disposal instead. 
Good luck in Houslow, Nige, and don't forget to practise on the table 
football . 

COMMCEN 
These notes come hot from the pen of LCpl Julie Pullen who had 

expressed a burning desire to attend the Unit Fire NCO's Course. Not 
wishing to hide her light under a bushel, she blazed a trail hot-footed 
to the mainland, where she couldn't be matched for enthusiasm. Since 
she didn't make a real 'ash of it, she passed. Now back in Armagh, 
she's certainly proved no flash in the pan. All fired up. 

Hello and welcome to Sig Tracey Main and Cpl Frances Geddes, 
both recently arrived from Rhine-D. Goodbye to Sig Mark Webber, 
again a 'Mr' after five years in the Army. Farewell also to Cpl Dave 
Fowler and LCpl Dan Burdus, both reluctantly moving to Hong 
Kong. Without you both , we'll miss the bright ties, cowboy boots, belt 
buckles , dazzling one-liners and commcen hoovering skills. 

LINE. RIGGING AND TM SECTIONS 
The section welcomes LCpl ' Robbo' Robson from 21 Sig Regt and 

Slgs Taff Beazley and Mane Singleton from trade training. Also a 
swift farewell to Sgt George Pendrich who left in a hurry fo r ssh. His 
replacement from Harrogate is the diminutive Sgt Nige Roberts. 
Welcome to sunny Armagh. We have been busy dealing with family 
photos and st:.1te-of-the-art intercoms, in between the odd (very) trip, 
courtesy of the Ops Cell. 

A new mast has been :rected, somewhere in County Tyrone, which 
meant another re-rig. This time, however, we were without the 
expertise of Sgt Chris Rumney, who timed his leave perfectly. Instead 
we had another great leader, Cpl P . M. T. Maddison , who thought it 
a good idea to be in the immediate area of various small objects falling 
off the mast (chain girder loops etc). 

The rig, performed over 48 hours, was supported by FofS Kev ' Is 
this mast IBM compatible?' Truby, who came to 'earn his medal' and 
also by 233 Sig Sqn and JCUNI. 

CONGRATULATIONS 
To Cpl Nobby Noble and Sandra on the birth of their son, Daniel 

the noblet. 
Also congratulations to Cpl Mick Curtis and Jo on the birth of their 

first daughter, Janneke. 

QM'S DEPARTMENT 
QM Maj George Clark 
RQMS W02 John Jamieson 

Again, the department has been going through another very 
traumatic period, with yet more movement between stores and offices. 
Cpl Frank Lewer is in seventh heaven now that he has his own expense 
store. 

Congratulations to W0 2 John Jamieson on getting his redundancy, 
although it' s still bard to know whether he has started 'winding down' 
or just carrying on as normal! 

We would like to welcome Cpl Steve Wake and LCpl Steve Kent, 
who has impressed the QM so much, that he has now taken up the 
temporary post of PA and filing clerk . 

8 Inf Bde HQ and Sig Sqn 
BFPO 807 

PERSONALITIES 
Sqn Comd Maj P.A. Pratley MBE 
2IC Capt A. I. M. Gordon 
Comms Offr Lt M. W. G. Adams, YofS W02 (YofS) Hall, FofS 
W02 (FofS) Richardson, AO Maj J. L. Godfrey 15/ 19H, RSM WOl 
(RSM) P. Whitehouse, RQMS W02 (RQMS) Ara, MTWO W02 
(MTWO) Duncan, CC SSgt (ORSQMS) Cole. 

HANDOVER OF 2IC 
Capt Iain Standen was chosen as this month's lucky short tour 

canrudate, hanrung over the short straw as 2IC to Capt Alistair 
Gordon. This momentous occasion was marked by a Squadron 
working lunch, another cunning plan from W02 (YofS) Tom 
'Hairgel' Hall. The highlight was the exchange of suitably 
complimentary speeches, after which Capt Standen became the proud 
owner of various dictionaries with which to fend off over-educated 
Sqn Comcl/COs in the future. The event, even including the touch of 
civility lent by the presence of 42 Cdo RM, was deemed a resounding 
success, as was the post lunch entertainment provided by Sgt Eric 
'permanent send' Strefford . We wish the outgoing 2IC all the best on 
his CMC course (or whatever it's called this week) and then for his 
tour in 30 Sig Regt, and the best of luck to Capt Gordon . 

SHQTROOP 
There are those soldiers who wait patiently for their postings. Chief 

Clerks, I assume, are different. SSgt Mick 'When I get to Cyprus' 
Cole continues to barrage C Wing for any latest news on his sojourn 
to 9 Sig Regt-we reckon he is two out and is going to Herford. 

Cpl Norman 'Provo Cpl' Wright has settled in as the ORC, and no 
sooner had he done so when he had to stand in for LCpl Steve Upsall 
while he was on his Class One Course. Sig Gareth 'File it' Coupe went 
on a week's leave to Germany, and, we noted, failed to return with 
any cigarettes or liquor. 
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W02 (YofS) Hall makes the farewell presentation to Capt Standen 
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fM TROOP 
Tp Comd SSgt Mick 'Gunny' Gaylard 
Line/ rigging Sgt Sgt Eric 'Not Arf' Strefford 
Tech Workshops Sgt Stu Ryder, Si te Manager Sgt Steve 'Grand Goat' 
Ruxton. 

TM Tp have, as usual, been beavering away providing 
communications fo r 650Jo of the province. Apart from the 25 hour 
working days we have managed to fit in some farewell functions. 
These have been for Sgt Phil McMullen who is on his way to 13 Sig 
Regt after an arduous two year tour spent in the Helitele shed, and in 
RUC station canteens; and also to Sgt ' Peewee' Forbes who with four 
days to do in province, managed to break his leg playing his version 
of football. He obviously got cold feet about his wedding and 
Foremans course, neither has been affected as far as we know. Sgt 
Steve 'the Fish' Maycock and fam ily have left us for I Inf Bde, 
Tidwortb, having come off the SSgts promotion board . Sadly with 
him goes the Troop' s experience in sending contact reports when 
approached by poachers. 

Now some motor sport news: Cpl Mark 'Dangerous Brother' 
Brundle and LCpl 'Bolts ' Bolton auditioned for a scene from the Deer 
Hunter by trying to wipe out a deer with their RART vehicle. They 
only succeeded in wiping out their car. Sgt Steve 'Grand Goat' Ruxton 
decided that a rear view mirror is just for show and that the new best
selling Ford Fiesta that was behind him required re-designing. He also 
tells us that he was mugged on leave and broke his hand defending his 
wallet, being a Scot there wouldn't have been anything in it anyway. 

Elsewhere the staggering response to the call for a new barmaid, or 
barperson, led to the selection of LCpl 'Bet Lynch' Hignett. This 
incredible responsibility will show off the man's real talent. Finally we 
welcome Sgt Stu Ryder and family, Sgt Eric Strefford, Si gs 
Cunningham and Fitches. 

We welcome Lt Mark Adams and Sgt Warren 'Look at my tan' 
Ginn, our new Pay Sgt, who joins us from Oman. We hope that you 
have a good tour. By the time you read this , LCpl Steve and Isabel 
Upsall ('the modern parents') will have a new addition to the SHQ 
family, and whichever gender it is ext ra leave is guaranteed . No Wire 
notes would be complete without mentioning the resident Sheriff of 
Dodge City- Maj Lew Godfrey, our AO, currently ploughing 
through the many audits, whilst wheedling money out of the GI 
Welfare Fund, and running the finances of the only all ranks pub 
seemingly run on a commercial basis in the Army. 

Free Financial 
Health Check! 

Do you make the most of your money? 
Do you know where it goes and w hy? 

Imagine a service that does this for you and provides 

a free, clear report covering your finances now and 

in the future. 
You 've just imagined the Alli ed Dunba r Financ ial 

Health Check! 

For more details. complete 
the coupon below or phone 
me on 0272 732779. 

ALLIED 
DUN Bh.R 

PERSONAL Fl ANCW . GUIOA 'CE 

COMMS TROOP 
Once again the ravageb ot internal moves have stru k the Troop and 

it's all change amongst the various shifts and sections-variety i the 
spice of life. Cpl Dave '\1emo' Parkes has moved back into the 'shh', 
department. This move was caused when Sgt Gerry Garnett was 
posted to Aldershot, we hope you're enjoying it. 

Cpl 'Tommo' Thompson ha also been on the move, leaving behind 
the warmth and security(?) of being NCO IC Commcen and jumping, 
well being thrown, into the melee of Syscon. In this .si.nk or swim 
exceptionally highly stressed environment he has been Joined by new 
boys Cpl Dyer and LCpl Wibberley whom we welcome into the fray . 
Cpl Bob ' I did it my way' Booth leaves the big family and joins Civ 
Div all the best for the future. Meanwhile LCpl 'H' Sainsbury has 
bee~ left holding the fort in the Commcen where she has been joined 
by Sig ' Noddy' Newton. . . 

Finally we would like to welcome again Sgt Harvey, who, 1t 1s 
rumoured is the Syscon Supervisor . Lately Sgt H took an elite group 
off on a skiing trip. It wasn' t his fault that there was not any snow, 
hardly surprising for March . 

QM DEPT .. 
Things have been ticki ng along in the QM's Dept, prov1dmg for all 

the Squadron's and Brigade Headquarters' mentionable nee.ds, al
though it must be said that we really do prefer fastballs especially at 
1600 hrs on Friday from our favourities-the Ops/Plans cell. We s.ay 
farewell to LCpl 'Rocky' Rokotuni RAOC, who IS off to Munster "."Ith 
the Gunners. His replacement is LCpl Griffiths who is welcomed mto 
the fold as the best morale booster around-no one else has that long to 
do! While we're <m the morale front, we hope CSgt 'Titch' Varney 
keeps quiet about his posting to Hong Kong, we're all very envious. 
Similarly Sgt Sinnett ACC is shortly on his way to the Far East, surely 
well deserved after five years in Londonderry-how lucky can you 
get? One other chef is on his way , not quite. to Hong Kong •. but I ~m 
sure Pte Sanderson will enjoy the many delights of York with 2 Div. 

MT 
Weddings and babies are the flavour of the month at the moment. 

Many congratulations to LCpl 'Brummie' Evans on his marriage. 
Congratulations are also in order for LCpl Cooke and ~rs. Cooke .on 
the new addition to their family, Connor and on his impending 
promotion. Finally congratulations to Sgt Kemp and Mrs Kemp on 
the birth of their first child, Shane. Despite all this fi endish activity, 
and whatever you may think , we still manage to squeeze in a bit of 
time for some driving. 

FINANCIAL HEALTH CHECK 
BERNARD ANDREW THOMAS 

Having experienced service in the Armed Forces and Civil ian life I 
believe I am particularly well placed to offer the type of Financial 
Planning and guida nce on a personal and business level to suit 
any occasion. 

The Financial Health Check is designed to take account of your 
fi nancial goals, needs and commitments, and assist in developing 
a plan to help you protect the present and ensure the future. It 
does this by pooling all information about your current financ ial 
position and producing a comprehensive report. 

• What you would like to achieve financially in the future. 

• Exactly how you stand at present. 

• The potential pitfalls and opportunities along the way. 

• A variety of options for achieving you r goals. 

To: Bernard Andrew Thomas Sales Assoc iate I 
re presenting Alli ed Dunbar Assurance pie, which is a member of LAUTRO I 

Furthermore, the Financial Health Check allows you to review and 
update your plans as and when you choose; be it on a regular 
basis or whenever circumstances change. 

Whitel adies House. 51-55 Whiteladies Road. Clifton. Bristol BS8 2LY I 
Yes please, I would like a Free Financial Health Check I 
Name: ... ...... .... ..... ...... .. .... ... ..... ................ ..... .................. .. ................................ ................. .. : 

Address: ........................................... .... .................................................... ................. .......... I 
I ................................ .. .......... ..... .... .............. ......................... ......... .. ................................. ....... I 

L ~~c~:_· ::::: ·:::::·:··:· ·:· ::::: _:e~p~r: : ·:::::·: .. : ··: ·::::: ·:::::·:::::·:··: ··: J 
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If you are serving a full career, leaving shortly, or being made 
redundant. To meet your challenging environment. I can offer 
Financial Planning with Adaptabi lity and Flexibility to meet the 
changing circumstance you are likely to experience. 

Without obl igation. 
Please give me a call or fill in the coupon opposite. 
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39 Inf Bde HQ and Sig Sqn 
BFPO 801 

PER 0. ALITIES 
Sqn Comd Maj Neal Yeoell 
.. IC' Capt Rob Healey 
AO apt Peter Anthony Q EENS, Ops Tp Comd Lt Chris Paterson, 
RS 1 WOl (R M) Dave Thomas, YofS W02 (YofS) Nick Nicholson, 
FofS WOl (FofS) Phil Cutforth, RQMS WOl (RQMS) Bob Rack, 
CC gt Charlie Foster. 

EXERCISE PARTAN HIKE X 
The Squadron entered a team in the UKLF S~iing Chll?'pionships 

in Champex Lac, Switzerland. The team's first pracuce for the 
competition was in fact the seeding race at t~e. start of the 
championships. The team performed very well and fm1shed fi~th out 
of nine in the Minor Units Competition, the most nouceable 
performance coming from Cpl ~ck Howa~h who pr?gressed from an 
initial placing of 103rd to 48th m the Alpme lndJV1duals. The team 
was ably led by Lt Chris Paterson normally seen in the prone 'snow
supported' position. The other members of this intrepid team ~.ere 
WOl (FofS) Thomas-Peter who completed the whole compet1t1on 
without breaking into a sweat and SSgt Bob Banner who perfected the 
'head-plant tumble-turn' at Mach 2 with his hair on fire. 

OinC VISIT 
The SOinC visited the Squadron on Tuesday 3 March and was met 

by the Sqn Comd Maj Neal.Yeoell and WOl (RSM) Dave Thomas, 
prior to a tour of Squadron lines and departments. During his tour he 
spoke to almost every member of Lhe Squadron on subjects ranging 
from Heli-Tele to the future of the Corps. The visit culminated with 
a buffet and drinks in the Squadron's Horseshoe Club where Sig 
Geordie Teasdale presented the SOinC with a Squadron plaque. 

L to R: Maj Gen R. F. L. Cook is presented with a Squadron plaque 
by Sig Teasdale 

QUADRON ROUND UP 
On 4 April the Squadron entered a team into the NI Rugby 7's 

competition at Ballykinler. It got off to a winning start overcoming 
a 3 Inf Bde HQ and Sig Sqn team 14-12 with trys coming from LCpls 
Steve Stoker, Scottie Sherell and Lt Chris Paterson. The team 
progressed to the quarter finals stage where it was beaten by I PWO 
14-6, our only try coming from SSgt Charlie Foster. The previous 
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SSgt Gray with the SOinC 

week the Squadron provided the personnel for Ex Golden 
Opportunity, a recruiting exercise held at Ballymena. Capt Rob 
Healey, Cpls Col Bentley, Tubbs Turbitt, LCpls 'Geordie' Aspery, 
'Dixie' Dix and Sig Liz Clarke all helped to make the exercise a 
success. Our thanks go to SSgt McGowan and his team from 8 Sig 
Regt and 40 Sig Regt (V) for the loan of their equipment. 

Congratulations to all members of the unit involved in the NI tickle 
fitness competition. 39 Inf Bde HQ and Sig Sqn came first out of the 
minor units within the Province. The only other unit in the Province 
with a lOO lllo pass rate was 1 PARA. The dining out of Brig M. D. 
Jackson MBE (late PARA) 39 Inf Bde Comd took place on Saturday 28 
March . WOl (RSM) Dave Thomas presented the Commander with a 
bottle of his favourite tipple encased in glass 'for emergencies only' 
before being flown from the Sergeants' Mess by an APV rigged out 
as a Hercules built by Rover Gp and designed by Cpl Tom Stewart. 

OPS TROOP 
TM SECTION 

Farewells go to WOl (FofS) Thomas-Peter, Cpl Kaffa Townsend 
and Sig Jammo Hartley who are all off to start new careers in civilian 
life. Goodbyes also go to Cpl Ian Wells who is posted to sunny 8 Sig 
Regt and to Cpl Fred Threadgold who has been posted to 15 Sig Regt. 
Recently issued with their spurs and making fine progress towards that 
coveted status of 'full cowboy' are the following additions to the 
Section, W02 (FofS) Phil Cutforth, LCpls Alli Watkins, Maggot 
Perry, Paul Colborn and last but not least, Sig Eddie Wareing. 

Congratulations go to SSgt Willie Gray on his selection to W02, 
Cpls Turbitt and Trafford on their second tapes and LCpl Steve 
Stoker on his first. 

COMMS SECTION 
Whilst the management in this section has remained the same there 

have been many farewells since the New Year. Farewells go to Cpl 
Tom Stewart, LCpls Davey Dunstan, George Johnston, Jimmy Lee, 
Jim Heron and congratulations go to Cpl Nibbs Niblett on his second 
tape. Hello and welcome to new arrivals-Cpl Bob Marshall, LCpls 
Georgie Leonard, Party Partridge, Steve Harris, Sigs Niki Voke, 
Lorraine Huntley and Jimmy Stonestreet . 

SUPPORT TROOP 
Congratulations go to Dvrs Julie Austin, Lisa Harris and Julia 

Currey all RCT and to LCpl Gaz Hales who gets his full Corporal on 
posting to Depot RCT. All the best to Dvr Julia Currey who is posted 
to I Sqn RCT in Colchester and a hello to Sig Bennett who arrived 
recently to dilute the strong Scottish contingent in the Orderly Room. 
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HEADQUARTER SQUADRON 
TM TROOP 
PERSONALITIES 
Tp Comd Maj Eddie Holland 
Art Tels SSgt Dougie Goodman, REME 
Tp SSgt SSgt Colin Mcintosh. 

There have been several departures and arrivals recently. We have 
said goodbye to Sgt Arnie Howell (off to Civ Div on completion of 
22 years service), Sgt Al Gane (to 1 Sqn), Sgt Pete Kelly (to 8 Sig 
Regt) , Cpl Phil Lever (RCB) and to WCpl Gerry Russell (to l Sqn). 

We have welcomed Sgt Smudge Smith (from 2 Sqn), Sgt Al Gane 
(who realised what a cushy number the Troop is and came back from 
J Sqn), Sgt Brian Wilkins (back from Belize) and Cpl 'Taff' Fisher 
(from 2 Sqn). 

BIG EVENT 
The event of the year so far has been the marriage of LCpl Paul 

Ralf and LCpl Elaine McLoughlin. This was attended by most of 
the Troop and it was found that even though Cpl Martin 'Village' 
Coles cannot stop talking whilst at work, he couldn't carry on the 
motion whilst making the Best Man's speech. 

The troop wish Paul and Elaine all the best for the future, and 
congratulate Martin on finally achieving, what everyone thought was 
the impossible, the dream of getting his second tape. 

There have been some other points of note recently, the Sqn Comd, 
Maj Eddie Holland has decided at the ripe old age of fifty-something 
to take up football, Sgt Stave Jines (Steve Jones) on doing an excellent 
job on the engraving machine and finally to Sgt Mick Webb on his 

School of Signals 
Blandford Camp 

Dorset 

doggie impression in his car. The troop football team have been 
impressing everyone recently with a couple of fine displays, namely a 
14-3 thrashing of Sys Ex Tp and a 6-4 victory over Dev Tp, 2 Sqn. 
Still on the sporting front, we congratulate Sgt Brian Wilkins on his 
success with Wimborne FC on reaching the final of the FA Vase (to 
be played at Wembley). 

QM (TECH) DEPT 
Mrs Joyce Phillips was presented with the Imperial Service Medal 

by Lt Col R. E. S. Drew on 12 March 1992 in recognition of her 29 
years meritorious service. . . 

Mrs Phillips joined the War Department as a labourer at D1dcot m 
1945 and worked there for three years. 

In 1960 she returned to work at the Ordnance Depot in Didcot as 
a semi-skilled labourer. The Depot closed in 1964 and Joyce was 
transferred to the new Regional Depot at Thatcham where she worked 
until 1970. She rejoined the department in 1974 as storekeeper in the 
QM (Tech) Department and worked there until she retired on 8 
August 1991. 

LCpl Paul Ralf and WLCpl Elaine· Mcloughlin outside the Registry 
Office 

Mrs Joyce Phillips being presented with the Imperial Service 
Medal by Lt Col R. E. S. Drew, CO School Regt 
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l Q ' (TRAI I G UPPORT) 
RADIO XERCI E TROOP 
Tp Comd WOt (YofS) Reynolds 
Tp gt gt Marshall 
Tp Sgt Sgt Robinson 

NEW ARRIVALS 
The local maternity ho pital has had a busy time recently providing 

a conveyor belt ervice for the Troop. Our congratulations go out to 
LCpl and Mrs Bird on the birth of Jessica, LCpl and Mrs Hendley on 
the arrival of baby son Rhys levan (grandfather has recently taken 
O\'Cr the appointment of Tp Comd Depot Tp Catterick) and our last 
arrival; baby on Callu to LCpl and Mrs Lynam. As you must have 
gathered by now 'LCpl cannot afford TV licences in the UK'. Other 
more mature new arrivals include: Cpl and Mrs Roost, LCpls 
Archibald, Skelton, Sigs Cowan, Wood and Ross. We wish them all 
a happy and successful tour in Blandford. 

ADVENT RE TRAINING 
La t term was spent brushing up on military training skills. This 

term, it was decided that Troop members should get away adventure 
training. Thanks to an all round good egg Courses Clerk called Marie, 
the Troop snatched up every physical course she could arrange. 
Activitie.s so far, have included; skiing in France, sailing around the 
Channel Islands, gliding and a vis.it to the Corps adventurous training 
centre at Whemside Manor. Who was the fool who stated that 
'There's no fun in today's Army'? Many thanks go to Marie, the 
courses clerk. 

Report by LCpl Quinn 
The majO~t)'. of the Troop deployed for a week to the Corps 

adventure trammg hut. As all those participating had to contribute 
money towards costs, everyone was keen to have a go at all activities. 
These included; climbing, abseiling, caving and for those with an iron 
constitution 'windsurfing'. 

Windsurfing enthusiasts only lasted the first morning, while the 
Cavers ~ere just ~bout managing to survive with; warm fleece jackets, 
fleece mner swt, waterproof outer suit and wellingtons. Sig 
Fallowfield and Wrenn decided that their Wellington were leaking and 
the only other choice was to swim underground? The most 'character 
buil~ng' activi~y <;>f. the ~e~k was bridge jumping. This activity 
coDSisted of an mdJV1dual divmg off a very high bridge secured only 
by a ro1;>e. The o~y takers for this activity were; Cpl Kirkpatrick, 
LCpl Wilcox and Stg Maxwell, these men can only be described as the 
mos~ brave, fearless, intrepid, extremely stupid men in the land . 
P~cularly, when Sig Maxwell started to swallow dive from the 
bndge. 

. Lat.er in the week, bad weather drove the party to the indoor 
climblilg wall and other members hired mountain bikes and went 
exploring. Although the weather was rough throughout the week 
those who attended had a fantastic time, learnt much about 
themselves and hope that the Corps Funds continue to subsidise this 
excellent facility which has so much to offer to Corps members young 
and old. 

CONGRATULATIONS 
The Troop congramlates WOl (YofS) Tony Reynolds on his 

recent selection for col!lmissioning and future posting to 30 Sig Regt. 
Also LCpl Pooks on his promotion to Cpl and posting to BAOR. We 
also hope that members of his future unit actually manage to get on 
a course before he gets on it first! 

CHIEF CLERKS' SEMINAR 
Since time began the RSM&, YofS, FofS, Supvrs Radio, TOTs, Tfc 

Of~rs and Q_Ms have gathered annually to discuss the intricacies of 
their respecllve employ. The Clerks have never been able to gather 
formally as they 'could not be spared the time away'. 
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T~ose days are now o.ver! With the onset of the AG Corps and the 
demise of the Clerk R Signals, the SOinC authorised a Seminar to be 
held in Blandford. (Note the word Seminar as opposed to 
'Convention', 'Refresher' etc) . 

With a lot of ground work by WOI (SC) Mick Barbe at the deep 
end, and assisted by WOt (SC) Alan Houghton at the shallow end, the 
format for the day eventually unfolded. 

Some 30 Staff Assistant, Superintending and Chief Clerks (and I 
ORS) eventually met on 14 March for what proved to be a most 
interesting day. The Seminar was opened by the DSOinC(A) , Brig S. 
G. M. Gordon ADC, and there followed sessions on Options for 
Chang.e, the AG Corps, Records Update and Project UNICOM . 

Subjects dear to the heart of all clerks and ones which produced 
much feedback from the audience, especially Bands (not Corps or 
rubber, but pay)- enough said. 

The day was concluded in, what we believe, is the traditional 
manner with a Regimental Dinner preceded by a Group photograph. 
The DSOinC(A) and the School Comd, Brig A. E. C. Truluck were 
guests of honour along with the School RSM, WOl Gus Hale;, who 
was there to make sure we didn't abuse his Mess . W02 (ORQMS) 
John O'D<;mnell took on the role of PMC and Sgt (ORS) Paul Kerr 
was Mr Vice. The ~usic for the night was provided by the Yeovil 
Town Band ably assisted by SSgt (ORSQMS) 'Hoppy' Hopkins and 
company, who provided us with a reasonable demonstration of the 
Mexican Wave. 

Overall a most enjoyable day and one which we hope to repeat on 
a larger scale in June next year. 

EXERCISE WYVERN FALL 
Ex Wyvern Fall was the brain child of Capt Andy Allman it was 

hatched .in early 1989. However, due to Op Prosperous ~nd Op 
Granby 1t ~as February 1992 before the exercise finally took place. 

The exe~c.1se was ~ parachuting exercise which took place in Florida. 
The expedition consisted of Capt Andy Allman, the expedition leader, 
Capt Dave Robson, Cpl Jackie Bausor, the smallest woman ever to 
ju~p. Sigs '.Em' Emblin and Ade Williams. The expedition was ably 
assisted by instructors from the Queen' s Regiment. 

The .expedition flew to Washington and then drove to Florida. 
Fo.ll<;>wmg two days of in~truction, Cpl Bausor, Sigs Emblin and 
Wdhams found themselves jumping out of an aircraft at 14 OOOft with 
two instructors holding on to them and a cameraman to fil~ them all 
the way. The Florida Everglades made quite an impressive back drop 
and Lake Okachobe could clearly be seen in the distance. 

Despite six days of bad weather all three were bitten by the bug and 
made good progress. They have all continued to parachute on return 
to England and Germany and will soon be jumping in the R Signals 
Freefall Team. 
. Capt Allman plan.s to run similar exercises in the future, if you are 
mterested contact him at the School of Signals. 

Cpl Jackie Bausor keeping somebody under her thumb 
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r-Jews. Jioin Regiments 
1 Armd Div HQ and Sig Re gt 

BFPO 32 

QM(T) DEPARTMENT 
PERSONALITIES 
QM(T) 
RQMS 
Tp SSgt SSgt Hayes. 

Capt B. F. Williams 
W02 Bragg 

ARRIVALS AND DEPARTURES 
We say farewell to W02 (RQMS) 0 Chhetri and family who have 

rerurned to the UK for the last six months of Army life. W02 
Chhetri will be missed by many and his curries will be missed by all. 
Welcome to the new RQMS, W02 Bragg and family also to Cpl 
Robson and family who join us from 3 Inf Bde. ' 

With reconstitution complete and Op Granby accounts closed we 
now look forward to tackling our paper mountain together with a 
little rugby, summer camp, fishing and CES checks. The department 
has made roads into the leisure and entertainment industry recently. 
With a bar, gymnasium and standby theatre club, thoughts are being 
put into planning of when and where the sauna and jacuzzi are being 
installed! 

Continuing on the comings and goings vein, the department is at 
present going through a major change. We say goodbye to our 
resident civilian Mr Dave Conley who completed a 'sentence' of about 
seven years with no time off for good behaviour and is living and 
working in Germany. Some people will do anything to escape the Poll 
Taxi Another export to Germany is LCpl Kev Rain, who has now 
settled in Wessum . Two more escapees have moved to the UK. LCpl 
Kenny Rayson and LCpl 'Taff' Waters who have gone to 264 Sig Sqn 
and the White Helmets respectively. We wish them all and their 
families the best of luck . 

The department welcomes Cpl Ben Batley and family from I Inf 
Bde and our two new RPC 'grafters ' down in the 'hole' (R + 1 
bay)-Ptes Howarth and Salter. All have been welcomed in the 
customary fashion, a few quiet beers (and half a dozen noisy ones)! 

EXERCISE RHONE RIDE 1992 
Ex Rhone Ride 1992 was a cycle trip over 1,000 miles from Verden 

to Marseille to raise funds for a number of charities . It was organised 
by Sgt Steve Bungay who, as well as being an apprentice cyclist was 
also fund raising organiser, advertising manager and, as a side line, 
re-writing of the Gl098 account. All in a day's work! 

I SQUADRON 
PERSONALITIES 
Sqn Comd Maj C. J. Whittaker 
21C Capt T. S. Sullivan 
November Tp Comd Capt Chris Mcintosh, Hawk Tp Comd 2Lt Jules 
Hill, Eagle Tp Comd SSgt Charlie Dubique, Kestrel Tp Comd SSgt 
Si Hill, SSM W02 (SSM) Andy Fullwood, FofS W02 (FofS) John 
Naylor, YofS SSgt (YofS) Al Haresign, Training NCO SSgt Lance 
Thornton-Granville, SQMS SSgt (SQMS) Lou Brice. 

DEPARTURES 
All members of the Squadron wish a fond farewell and best of luck 

to those who have left the Squadron; Capt Neil Dewar and his bride 
Helen, Lt Howard Hughes, W02 (SSM) Ron Bragg and Flo, Cpl 
Andy Stafford, LCpls 'Smudge' Smith, 'Barny' Barnes, Cliff Lawrie 
and his wife Audrey. 

ARRIVALS 
A hearty welcome to the newest members · of I Sqn; Capt Chris 

Mcintosh, 2Lt Jules Hill, our new SSM, W02 (SSM) Andy Fullwood 
and his wife Paula, SSgt Jim Brebner and Kerrin, Sgt Dave 
Marchment and his wife Denise, Sgt Graham Wilkinson and Cheryl 
Ann, LCpl Plant, Sigs McCone, Pryor and Roche. 
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MAPLE LEAF TROPHY 
The Maple Leaf Trophy is the annual trophy presented to the Troop 

who accumulates the most points during the inter-troop sports 
competitions. Kestrel Tp recently won the Badminton Tournament 
league due to excellent play from Sig ' Den' Healey and Sig 'Maggie' 
Pryor. The March and Shoot Competition was won by Eagle Tp who 
covered the eight mile course in 93 minutes and had excellent results 
on the range. With only three events to go, Squadron Headquarters 
has a slight lead but we have a way to go yet. 

2SQUADRON 
PERSONALITIES 
Sqn Comd Maj S. Croft 
2IC Capt H. A. Jenkins 
SSM W02 (SSM) A. H. Reeds-W02 (SSM) R. E. Boulton (DES), 
SQMS SSgt (SQMS) S. J. Johnson, FofS SSgt (FofS) A. F. Soward, 
YofS SSgt (YofS) A. G. Trask, Oscar Tp Comd 2Lt M. Wadsley, 
Papa Tp Comd Lt C. Morcom, Rover Tp Comd 2Lt S. Biswas, 
Workshops Tp Comd Sgt C. Hindson . 

PROMOTIONS 
Congratulations to the following on their promotion to LCpl: Sigs 

Marlow, Mitchell and Coombs. 

DEPARTURES 
The leaving list is long. This does not reflect the impending demise 

of the Regiment, as the list of the new (and keen) arrivals is also long. 
So from the top, W02 (SSM) 'Andy' Reeds and his wife Linda are 
moving 400 m to the Training Wing, Sgt 'Geordie' Rigg makes a 
charge for 'civvy street' accompanied by Cpl 'Yarby' Yarborough, 
mit frau Claudia, Sigs Conway, Jollands, Timney, Watts and LCpl 
'Jock' Sloan. Sig 'Masher' Marshall is off to AFCENT with Sig 
'Chappy' Chapman posted to 14 Sig Regt (if he survives his driving 
course). Finally Cpl Simon Meadowcroft is off to 'Rupert' training, 
as the SSM would put it, at Beaconsfield, prior to attending the 
Standard Military Course at Sandhurst-ok ya! We wish them all 
well. 

ARRIVALS 
Welcome to the following; Cpl Bennett from 19 Bde, Cpl Johnson 

from I Bde and LCpl Watson from 16 Sig Regt. Welcomes also to Sigs 
Musk, Mollison and Cozens, all fresh from training. 

TROOP NEWS 
(or rather what isn't going on in the garages) 

Papa Tp, in an obvious attempt to impress the CO, has moved its 
troop office into its garages-a safe distance from the 2IC's 'jiff 
jobs'. Papa Tp also organised a day of 'watermanship' skills in the 
Bremen Weserpark. This was highly successful but billing it as a 
military swimtning test caused the SSM to ask for pass results. (Does 
he mean those who went down the green tube?) . 

Oscar Tp has also been busy fostering ties with the Queen's Own 
Hussars. Several Troop members went skiing with them in Bavaria. 
All returned with good sun tans, a few bruises and empty wallets! 
Apart from winter sports, Oscar Tp is famed for its garage cricket and 
horse riding, the former as an alternative to the World Cup and the 
latter an attempt to train 43 drivers on expected alternative modes of 
transport post 'Options'. Many of the Tro~p found tha~ 
manoeuvring a 432 is much easier than manoeuvnng a horse. Of 
alternative interest is Sgt Ferris' ability in compering Troop parties. 
Oscar Tp's 'Viz' night also produced a few surprises. 
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201 (22 Armd Bde) Sig Sqn 
BFPO 30 

FAREWELLS-HELLOS 
February and 1arch have seen a rapid turnover of personalities 

\\ithin the Squadron. Fir tly to '5 Civ Div' ad farewells to Sgts 
'Paddy' McBride and 'Shake' Burfield as well as LCpl 'Banks' 
Booker all acquiring the title 'Mister'. Our congratulations on their 
escaping to LCpl ·Scou e' McGiveron and 'Jock' Malone- only as 
far as Celle, LCpl 'Sugar' Raybould to 21 Sig Regt and the ultimate 
accolade to Cpl 'Fatty' Robinson and 'Ernie' Appleton for making 
it to blighty. A special mention to Lt 'Bubbles' Hutchin on posted to 
7 Sig Regt on promotion to Captain-long may he party . Our 
greetings to Cpl Lamont and Sigs 'Big Jim' Gwinnel and Cookes, 
20l's three man pack. 

The two main events which stand out in our calendar are the Regt 
SAAM and Boxing. 

REGIMENTAL SKILL AT ARMS MEETING 
On the 17-18 March, 201 hosted the annual Skill at Arms Meeting. 

After a week's preparation under the guidance of Lt Simon 
Hutchinson and gt Roger Dummett RPC, the team were very 
confident of winning the Champion Squadron trophy. The meeting 
started well with us winning the Page Trophy by some considerable 
margin. This was followed up by Pte Pete Graham RPC, Lt Simon 
Hutchinson and Cfn Adam Hall who were well placed in the 
individual rifle shoot at the end of day one. Day two did not go as well 
as expected for the team, however we did manage a very creditable 
second place behind HQ Sqn. Notable performances came from the 
Page Trophy team led by Cpl 'Titch' Anderson, 2Lt Dave Wilson the 
champion LSW shot, Cfn Adam Hall best 'B' class shot in the rifle 
and Pte Pete Graham 3rd in the individual rifle competition. 

A big thankyou must be said to SSM Dave Stachlni for organising 
an excellent competition. 

BAOR MINOR UNIT NOVICE GRADE m 
CHAMPIONSHIPS 1991-92 

In January the Squadron found itself in the semi final of the BAOR 
Minor Unit ovice Grade 3 Boxing Championships. 

Friday 17, the venue the P&RTC Hotme Station, the opposition 3 
Armoured Field Ambulance (RAMC), Guest of Honour Brig J. P. 
Kiszely MC Comd, 22 Armd Bde. 

The Master of Ceremonies, W02 Stachini got the fight underway 
and the first fight of the night saw Sig Jason Bettelley, who was 
outpointed by Sgt Edwards after three hard rounds. The next four 
fights were all victories for the Squadron and assured a place in the 
final, the victories coming from Sig Stevie Lowery, Dvr Eddy 
Edwards, Sigs (now LCpl) Cook and John Lewis. In the heavyweight 
bout Sig Scott Malone was stopped in the first round, and the final 
fight of the night welter weights LCpls Jason Raybould and Johnson 
gave a marvellous display, the decision narrowly going to LCpl 
Johnson.' 

And so the 4-3 victory meant the scene was set for the final in 
February, the guests of honour Brig A. J. Schuler Comd Com ms I 
(BR) Corps and Brig J. P. Kiszley MC, Comd 22 Armd Bde. 

A piper from the 1st Bn Scots Guards and trumpeters from the 
Queen's Own Hussars helped make it a glittering evening. The venue 
was again the P&RTC Hohne, the opposition C Sqn 14/20 Kings Own 
Hussars. The MC W02 Stachini again got the nights event underway. 
This time Sig Jason Betteley outpointed his opponent to give the 
Squadron a marvellous start. A replace lightweight Sig Steve Girling 
followed suit to put the Squadron two nil up. The next three fights saw 
three victories to the Hussars with Dvr Edwards, Sig Cook and Sig 
Lewis all being defeated. However a special mention goes to Sig 
Lewis. He and his opponent were congratulated on an extremely hard 
fought fight. 

So the Squadron was 3-2 down, two fights remaining and what a 
finale it was! A replacement light heavy weight Lt Simon Spe.ars 
fought like a gladiator to outpoint Tpr Mahoney and secure the title. 

The team was trained by SSgt Rick Skelland, Sgt Nick Middleton 
and LCpl Tich Anderson. Special thanks go to SSI John Berry APTC 
at the P&RTC Hohne and all his staff who helped set up the events. 

All in all a marvellous achievement to be BAOR Champions. A 
special mention goes to the whole squad, it is vital that there is 
strength in the squad and all its members were totally committed. 
Those are Sigs Jason Bettelley, Steve Lowerey, Steve Girling, Dvr 
Edwards, Sigs Cook, John Lewis, Lt Simon Spears, Sig Scott Malone, 
LCpl Jason Raybould, Sig Ferguson and Cpl Mitch Mitchell. The 
team would like to thank the Squadron for all its support and hope 
they can repeat this excellent result next year. 

207 (7 Armd Bde) Sig Sqn 
BFPO 37 

PERSONALITIES 
Sqn Comd Maj A. Field 
2IC Capt J. H. Fraser 
SSM W02 (SSM) Lodge, YofS W02 (YofS) Riding, FofS SSgt (FofS) 
Drake, A Tp Comd 2Lt McKenzie, B Tp Comd 2Lt Orr. 

'207' FOOTBALL TEAM 
Team Captain: L~pl Hay, Manager: SSgt Hawkins BEM, Admin 
Offr: 2Lt McKeOZJe. 

As we enter the final third of the season the team find themselves 
in their usual 'Man United'-like position, at the top of the league. 
However, like the Manchester outfit, we have our own form of Leeds 
United in the shape of 16 Tank Transporter Squadron breathing down 
our necks. Our old friends always give us a run for our money and 
will push us hard to the end. 

In recent weeks form has fallen by the wayside, due to injury 
problems. At one stage we had seven first team players out and even 
then managed to 'outclass' 201 Sig Sqn. 

Our Cup runs have suffered as a result of these injuries· firstly we 
Jost 1-3 to 12 Armd Wksps in the Div Cup and more rece~tly we lost 
to 129 Bty 40 Fd Regt-or was it just 40 Fd Regt? 2-3 in a good old 
fashioned .cup tie. Having only just got back to almost full strength, 
we were hit a cruel blow when SSgt Geoff Hawkins broke a leg and 

ig Willy Millington went off, for at least four weeks! 

170 

However, we have a good squad behind us, in Sig 'Bag' O'Brien 
and Cpl 'Taff' Reynolds, we have two proven goal scorers. 207 have 
scored in every game that they have played this season. It will be a 
tough end to a tough season, but we are confident of victory-again! 

The successful football squad with trophies they have won (so 
far) 
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EXERCISE POSITIVE STRIDE 
by lg Drown 

Ex Positive Stride was an annual training directive exercise held on 
camp, involvi ng all mandatory military skills. The exercise took place 
over a three day period starting with a rigorous PT cssion at 0700 hrs 
Monday morning. This was followed by what seemed like a five 
minute walk to wash, shower and breakfast before the day's training 
activities . 

Over the course of the exercise there were many colourful moments, 
one of them being LCpl Tompson's interesting lecture on adventure 
training which gave plenty of handy tips on how to deal with killer 
baboons from Kilamanjaro! 

The first aid was also an eye opener. The resuscitation aid never 
failed to provide confusion when the troops were asked to put her in 
the V.O prone position, probably because she hadn't any arms or legs. 
Sig McMullan thought it was a good idea to administer a local 

anaesthetic by punching the casualty, unfortunat ly, • lg Maybury (the 
casualty) didn't agree. A cla~sic comment was also made by Sig 
'Smudge' Smith: 'What's that white thing there; oh it's a hand',· 
obviously five minutes after the arm had been bandaged. 

As for the NBC Sections 5 and 6 experienced the old proverb 'out 
of the frying pan, into the fire' to discover that CS and the swimming 
baths don't mix. 

The final day was completed with an arduous but exciting CFT which 
was thoroughly enjoyed, (honest). This was followed by the 
customary 'few' drinks in the Jerboa Club where the Sqn Comd 
announced the winners in a close run competition. The winning team 
was Section 4, closely followed by Section I. 

Sig 'nobody woke me up' Brown, slept through to win best 
individual, runner up was Cpl 'Uncle Pete' Clark. 

So ended a most enjoyable Ex Positive Stride. 

212 (12 Armd Bde) Sig Sqn 
BFPO 36 

PANZER DRIVING COURSE 
One frosty morning in a far off land called Osnatraz, stood a tank 

suited driving instructor, Cpl Pete Preece was his name. 
He had recently arrived from the land of the dambusters, having 

been sent by the RSM and RO in Glasgow. The elders of the Eshaitch 
Que Temple had plotted to rid him of his last few black hairs. The 
mighty ones in the Troop office devised the plan . They selected eight 
men to do the dirty deed under the guise of a panzer driving course. 

The eight tried hard to remove hairs. They tried covering themselves 
in oil. They tried blending in with the crash barriers . They tried to 
make the beast sit up and beg whilst doing an emergency stop. They 
tried hiding it in a big puddle. They tried to race trains across roads 
and they even tried to send a blind man along to try and change the 
black hairs. They failed; the stubborn black hairs remained in place. 
Even when the excalibar gave them pieces of paper to let them do it 
on their own the hairs remained black. 

The other warriors were in the cave preparing their chariots for the 
yearly hair colouring competition Are Es Eye Tee. 

The elders of the Es Haitcb Que were silent, perhaps planning more 
evil? 

CAST 
Cpls Pete Preece, Mick Angove, LCpls Charlie Forsyth, Sean 

Ferguson, Sigs Bob Dawson, Jim Hardy, Steph Baber, Dave 
Needham and Paddy Black. 

With special thanks to the supporting cast: Cpl Dave Allen and 
LCpl Tim Parkins. 

SQUADRON BAR 
The Squadron Bar, the Lazy H, was finally re-opened by Maj Tim 

lnshaw and is definitely the place to be seen. 

GARRISON SlX-A-SIDE HOCKEY COMPETITION 
The team entered this competition with a team of six untried players 

with a 50/50 split of Bde HQ and Signal Squadron members. The 
draw was made and our first game saw us pitted against a strong team 
from highly fancied 12 Armd Wksps 'A' . A hard game but a 2-1 
victory saw the team off to a good start. 

The next two games resulted in a draw with 12 Ord Coy (l-1) and 
a loss to 2 Armd Fd Amb {l-2), leaving the team requiring a good 
win to secure a place in the final. A reorganised team faced 12 Armd 
Wksps 'B', the switch worked very well with the COS Maj To~linson 
and Capt Searles providing excellent support to team captain SSgt 
(SQMS) Keith Dunk who cracked home an unequalled five goals to 
the opposition's single goal reply. 

The final saw us once again against 2 Armd Fd Amb, who must 
have felt confident having beaten us once . Employing the same tactics 
as the previous game saw us steam to an impressive 4-1 lead at half 
time. Early second half pressure by the opposition thoroughly tested 
WOl Jim Shanks, Sgt Neil Davies and Cpl Keith Meadows our 
defenders. However another four goals crushed the opposition and 
saw us winners 8-3. A good day's hockey of a very high standard 
gives the Squadron its first competition win of the year. 

ORIENTEERING CHAMPIONSHIPS 
On 28 February the Squadron entered the Garrison Orienteering 

Championships. With a combined experience of about three event 
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straws were drawn to see who would run the A Course! The event was 
run as follows: 

A Course-Cpls Shaun 'Daddy' Serapbin, Keith Meadow REME, 
LCpls Geoff Holroyd REME and Mo Morris. 

B Course-W02 (YofS) Bob Pembert.on (well he's not as young as 
he used to be), SSgt (FofS) Dighton and LCpl Charlie Forsyth. 

C Course-Cpls Kylie Barker and Keith Lines RPC. 
The course was rather daunting but, everyone performed well, so 

well, in fact, that at the end of the day 212 Sig Sqn took the minor 
unit prize. 

The CO talks to Cpl Pete Preece 
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MINI TERIAL VISIT 
The Regiment was vi ited by the Minister for the Armed Forces 

be Rt Hon Archie Hamill n MP in April. He spent a morning 
vi iting Regimental Stand , met various Regimental Sportsmen and 
was then entertained in the Sergeants' Mess. Our photograph shows 
the 1inister talking to Pte Angie Sisson, of the multi-capped badged 
barrack guard fo rmed for the vi it . Someth ing about a job as PM 
when he leave the Army? 

DIVISIONAL DRAWDOWN PARADE 
On a cold January morning the RSM was instructed by the S02 

Gl/G4 from the Divisional Headquarters that the GOC had directed 
that a Drawdown parade would be held to mark the disbandonment 
of the Division. The salute was to be taken by the CGS-Gen Sir Peter 
Inge. 

(WOl (RSM) Geoff Ellis' Office. All in order. Files dressed by the 
left). 

S02 GJ/G4 'The parade will take place on Saturday 28 March here 
ac the barracks. There will be five contingents of 51 soldiers to 
represent the Division.' 

RSM 'Fine. Plenty of time for Rehearsals then'. 
S02 Gl/G4 'Actually .. . no. The parade will form up at 0900 hrs 

on the day and you will have three practices and the parade will take 
place at 1600 hrs.' 

(Exit S02 G l/04 saying as he goes . . . 
'Oh, I cannot guarantee that all the TA contingent will be available 

on the day and one or two of the units are still armed with the SLR. 
If you could also organise food for 700? Great.' 

(Exit S02 Gl/G4) 
(Camera pans back to RSM. Face in one hand other hand held aloft 

holding a large ball that has reddened his palm.) 
Maximum effort on the day by the Regiment ensured that the whole 

event ran like clockwork. The Divisional Troops contingent was 
commanded by Sqn Comd l Sqn, Maj Simon Green supported by 
W02 (SSM) Bill Dyson and Right Guide SSgt (SQMS) Chris 
Hardwidge. Stickmen to Gen loge were Sigs Sean Kelly and Wayne 
Mitchell. Capt Inn 'If this is Saturday where are the rocks and 
ropes?' Hooper starred as the parade Adjutant and managed to keep 
in step during the march off. 

CROSS KEYS' DAY 
Cross Keys' Day on Wednesday I April 1992 marked the change of 

command for the Signal Regiment from 2nd Inf Div to 11 Sig Bde and 
the re-titling of the Regiment to 2 Sig Regt. 

The occasion was marked by a parade reviewed by the GOC, Maj 
Gen M. J. D. Walker C:BE .. During the parade Sgt Nigel Marklew, 
REME was presented with his LS & GC; LCpl Robert Robinson and 
Sig Chris Janes were presented with their Gulf War medals and Sig 
'Geordie' Masterman was presented with his Army Colours for 
Archery. At the end of the parade a small ceremony took place in 
which the Divisional COS formally handed over the famous 
Divisional Emblem of the Crossed Keys to Comd 11 (ARRC) Bde 
Brig W. H. Backhouse. ' 
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2 Sig Regt 
York 

In Rear (l to RJ: W01 (RSM) G. Ell is , Capt G. J . Complin (Ops 
Off r). Capt I. Hooper, (Adjt) and W01 J . Pape (Supt Clerk) 

In Front (l to RJ: Maj B. J . Barton-Ancliffe (21C). Col J. D. Lacey 
(COS, 2 Div). Maj Gen M. J. D. Walker (GOC EDist). Brig W. H. 

Backhouse (Comd 1 1 Sig Bde) and Lt Col S . G. Hughes (CO) 

A quick change of dress and the Regiment assembled under the new 
SS! SSgt 'Spike' Milligan, APTC for an inter-troop ' It' s a Knock
Out' competition, a gruell ing series of events covering a cross country 
race, gun run, tossing the caber, throwing the welly and a number of 
other sometimes painful tests of skill and dexterity. The winning troop 
was HQ! led by Sgt Davies . 

,The victorious team: Capt Sue Lonsdale, team manager in front, 
centre and Sgt Davies, team captain, second from right 

CADRE COURSE 1992 
by Sig Jackie Simpson 

Opening brief 0830 hrs. We are welcomed to Cadre Course 1992. 
This was after our first beasting session in the gym at 0600 hrs -
What are these people thinking of? Don't they know that it is 
Saturday and some of us need our beauty sleep. The briefing 
continued . . . ' You are here because you are considered to be the 
cream of the Regiment and you have been specially chosen to take 
part.' 'Dicked.' ' Who said that?' Cadre heads on. Lessons begin-
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map reading. OMA (Grid Magnetic Angle for those who still can't 
remember) proved to be the downfall of CC '92. On to drill . Take 
control of the squad. Sig (RSM) Rowlings was out to impress as he 
strutted onto the square in his highly polished boots. Sig Sophie 
Hollow did the women proud proving that she had an amazing set of 
tonsils. Out to Strensall training area. Field-craft and again Sig 'Rolly' 
Rowliogs showing us that the best way to get closer to the enemy is 
not the dash, down, crawl, but dash, down aqua glide across the bog, 
which we all wished we could have a go at but unfortunately time 
didn't allow-shame-maybe on the next course. 

End of week one and we were ready to be let loose on Catterick Trg 
Area . . . Night before the off we had to sleep in the gym, we were 
like caged animals-pacing up and down primed ready for action. In 
the night navigation Sig Charlie Henson decided it would be quicker 
to carry his partner. Split into sections each person took turns to be 
the section commander. The question was asked as to why 2Lt Stuart 
Gillespie returned with half his trousers missing after going on an 
OP-was it really the barbed wire fencing? And why did Sig Wayne 
Hilton and Pte Angie Sisson return from a recce patrol covered in 
mud and soaking wet! There wasn't a dark cloud in the sky! 

On the grenade range Sig Mick Waldron insisted things are done 
differently in the 'Guards' ... (can someone tell him we are not in the 
Guards)! Last day and there was definitely a buzz of enthusiasm 'we 
are going home soon', but not until we had all crawled through a river 
bed, got soaking wet, caked in mud, gone through the water filled 
tunnel, ripped your combats on the barbed wi re and then fired on the 
section-in-defence range. Sig Billy Wharton had the unfortunate place 
of being next to the LSW. We managed to find him in the end, he was 
hidden beneath the pile of empty shell cases: his hand out stretched 
holding onto a newly fi lled magazine. 

Home .. . Generally a good time was had by all . Laugh? We 
nearly split our sides . 'Can we all come back next time?' 
Congratulations go to Sig Dean Whitworth on coming top of the 
course; Sig Wayne Hilton for his award as Most Improved Student 
and to Pte Angie Sisson who won the prize for Best Overall Effort. 

SPORT 
The Regiment is building up a fearsome sporting record. As I write 

the football team is travelling to Aldershot to play 28 Amph Regt RE 
in the Army Cup Final. An after match report is included by Maj 
Tony Rock. 

RUGBY 
The Regiment is having a very successful season under Manager 

Maj 'Geordie' Galnford and Captain, SSgt (YofS) Wally Bacon. The 
team reached the NE/ NW District Final with decisive wins over 8 Sig 
Regt, 16 AD Regt, RA and The Green H<;>wards. The final against 2 
RTR was another walk over which the Regiment won 31-4. Although 
the whole team deserves credit mention should be given to excellent 
season performances by LCpl Chris Gerry and Cpl 'H' Harrison 
REME. LCpl Kevin Bowling has joined the likes of Sgt 'H' Glean as 
members of the Regiment who have also represented the Army. 

JUDO . 
The Judo team, under Cpl Bud Walter, took part again m the 

UKLF Novice Championship and managed to turn more of the PR! 
money into metal. The Novice three man team of LC.pl Baz 
Carmichael and Sigs Jason Birch and Ian Overall reached the final but 
were narrowly beaten by the Green Howards. 
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VOLLEYB I .L 
The Regimental Volleyball team under the auspices of it _Dave 

MacMillan has had its hard training rewarded by coming second m the 
NE District League. At the moment they are preparing for the Army 
Championship Finals to be held in Aldershot in mid April. 

YORK HALF MARA THON 
Some members of the Regiment have been seen taking part in spon 

in their own time! Run for fun or with the aim of raising money for 
charity the annual York Half Marathon is becoming an increasingly 
popular event. Intrigued by this rumour I went in search of Sig Nick 
O'Mahony, a reputed participant. This is his story ... 

'On 29 March five intrepid or stupid individuals, whichever way you 
want to look at it, took to the streets of York for the Great York 
run-13 miles, 392 yards around the City . The team was Cpl Mark 
Cappelman, his better half Pauline, Sigs Gaz Place and Tony Seville. 
The aim of taking part was to raise money for York PHAB, a local 
childrens charity. The race started at 1.30 pm (Civvy time- It was a 
Sunday! !-Ed) The rain made the going hard and was made worse by 
the wind . The course was mainly flat but two small hills near the 
finish really took it out of you. Tony Seville finished first of the group 
in lhr 40 mins and was followed five minutes later by the Cappelman 
Hoppers and Sig Place. I fin ished two minutes later but then again my 
lace was undone! We don't know yet how much we raised. Our 
personal reward was a Yorkie bar and a medal. And Monday morning 
we knew we had done it!!!' 

ARMY CUP FOOTBALL 
Hopes of the Regiment lifting the Army Challenge Cup fo r the first 

time were dashed at Aldershot on 8 April when we lost in the final to 
28 Amph Engr Regt (the BAOR Champions) 2-0. 

Our campaign started in October 1991 when we defeated I Glosters, 
11-0. After an away win against 16 AD Regt in the next round 
(4-0), we had a tough trip to Turnhill to play !st Bo Black Watc~. 
After a bruising battle, in which LCpl 'Scouse' Dunleavy broke his 
leg, we emerged with a 2-0 victory (probably our best team 
performance in the competition) . Due to a backlog of fixtures in the 
other half of the draw we had to wait 10 weeks before our quarter 
final game against 3 UDR. After one postponement we 
comprehensively beat them 6-0 at York . Injuries started to take their 
toll and we went into the semi-final minus four regulars. However a 
very one sided game against 1/3 Trg Regt RE saw us progress to the 
final 2-0. 

We expected a hard battle against SEME in the UK Final. It turned 
out to be a very poor game with SEME failing to have a shot at our 
goal throughout the 120 minutes. We never looked likely to lose but 
failed to get our act together until well into extra time. In the end it 
was a fairly comfortable 3-0 victory. As winners of the UK Final we 
qualify to play in the Jubilee Cup (an inter-service NAAFI sponsored 
competition). . 

The Army Cup Final against 28 Amph Engr Regt was a ma1or 
disappointment. We failed to do ourselves justice, and never 
recovered from a bad start , which found us 2-0 down after 25 
minutes. It was only after a few 'calm' and 'encouraging' words from 
the coach (QMSI Dave Smith) at half time that we started to play with 
any confidence and belief. Although we had most of the second half 
play we failed to score and thus allowed the engineers to retain the 
trophy for the third year running . Although a major disappointment 
the players can be justifiably proud of their achievements and can still 
look forward to the Jubilee cup and to two finals in the North 
Yorkshire Services League. 

2 Sig Regt Football Squad - 1991-92 season 
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1 Q ADRON 
CHARLIE TROOP 
EXERCI E DANA A TRIANGLE JI 

Charlie Tp decided that they needed to get away, if they were to 
urvive ever looming RSIT. Under the leadership of Capt Cathie 

Gregg and SSgt Phil Atkinson they set out for the distinctly un-sunny 
slopes of Chamonix, for some ski-touring. 

Before attempting the touring, it was necessary for at least some of 
the party to learn to ski, and for the rest to reacquire their snow-legs 
after years of adaptation to the horizontal plane. The ice followed by 
blizzards, warm slush, and every variation in weather known to man, 
ensured that by the second week of the exercise, the skiers had been 
prepared for almost every eventually that the mountains could throw 
at them. 

The beginners, Sgt Martin Kelman, LCpl Keith Martin and Sig 
'Flint' Flintham perfected a curious form of mountain somersaulting 
which nevertheless enabled them to negotiate some difficult slopes in 
less than ideal conditions. While their civilian equivalents were still 
snow-plouging the baby slopes, these brave souls were getting stuck in 
(occasionally a little too literally). Under the expert tuition of 
instructors 2Lt Judy 'Barn Barn' Palmer and LCpl Greaves, they 
conquered almost all of the resorts in the valley. 

The second week of the exercise saw a tremendous improvement in 
the weather, enabling some serious training for the touring. The tours 
were led by a member of the Chamonix Scottish Ski-Guide, Willy 
Todd, who proved a tremendous source of ghoulish stories, as he 
pointed out the sites of crevasses and recent avalanche deaths on the 
Vallee Blanche Tour. 

There were two tours down the beautiful and spectacular Vallee 
Blanche, which includes a 22km run down the Mer de Glace glacier. 
The final tour, not for the faint hearted, took the five most 
experienced skiers off the back of the Grands Montets and up one of 
the steeper couloirs above the glacier. Most people expect to be going 
downhill on skis, but this trip was mostly up! With the aid of 'skins' 
and securafix inserts, the team learned some useful ski-touring 
techniques, including how to climb into some almost inaccessible 
terrain, and then side-slip down a vertical slope, without falling into 
the lOOft crevasses below. The words 'never again', amongst other 
expressions, were beard to cross the lips of Sigs 'Fish' Fisher and 
'Dinners' Knight, but weren't repeated in the tales of derring do that 
came out at the end of the day. 

SSgt Phil Atkinson (it's a tan honest!), Cpl Gerry McGachy and Sig 
Wilson also managed to complete the tour without too much physical 
and emotional damage. Sig 'Taff' Evans was forced to miss this one 
owing to injuries sustained-never mind, we'll get him next time. 

The exercise was very successful, and any injuries were minor 
(which was remarkable). Everyone managed to achieve something. 
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Look mum, no hands-or feet! 
Sig Knight on his maiden flight 

DELTA TROOP 
First, the hellos and goodbyes. 
Hello to LCpl Andy 'Sprog' Butterfield, fresh from the factory, 

LCpl Nathan Ruff, all the way from Echo Tp and last but not least 
Gaz 'Gadget' Collins from the far shores of SHQ Tp. 

·Farewell goes to Cpl 'Denny' Denton, LCpls Scott 'Dicko' 
Dickinson, 'Gaz' Greaves, Sigs 'Ozzy' Osbourne, Rich Harvey and 
'Taff' Carter. As usual, twice as many lost as gained. 

It all started on a cold and murky Monday morning (as these things 
do), Ex Red Tricorn I. Luckily morale was at an all time high. Armed 
to the teeth we set out for the sunny climes of Munster. We soon 
found out that our new Tp Comd 2Lt 'Precis' Wood was 
unequivocally keen, which, of course, resulted in an astronomical 
increase in good humour and frivolity. 

The Troop managed to expand its stores in a short period, due to 
many exercise locations and Sig Webster's amazing 'Stig of the dump' 
abilities. Praise must go to LCpl 'Die hard' McNeill who took on TN 
043 and won single handed . The wooden spoon, to Sig 'Insomniac' 
Kilpatrick, who, with great skill and dedication, managed to fend off 
comms to Div Main and Step-up for a whole half hour. 

The last week of the exercise was supposedly non-tac but 2Lt Wood 
slept in his boots anyway (he's good like that!) . Overall the exercise 
was a success-we won and, all lived happily ever after due to the 
brilliance of TN 053, well done lads. 

2SQUADRON 
PERSONALITIES 
Sqn Comd Maj A. Johnson 
2IC Capt L. Smart 
N Tp Comd 2Lt J. Palmer, 0 Tp Comd 2Lt C. Whitehad, P Tp Comd 
Lt Hyde, R Tp Comd SSgt Stanford, SSM W02 (SSM) P. Rlxon, 
FofS SSgt (FofS) S. Johnston, YofS SSgt (YofS) M. Harris. 

After emerging from Ex Red Tricorn, the Squadron has evolved 
(once more) into its new, improved, ecologically sound, lead free and 
streamlined format. The changes this time dictated as much by the 
new role within the Allied Rapid Reaction Corps and as Options for 
Change. 

Ex Red Tricorn, our first full field deployment since the return from 
the sand dunes (be almost said that word!), was preceded by much 
gnashing of teeth and beating of breasts as the Foreman cajoled 
many vehicles out of the garages to fulfil our now enhanced Orbat. 
For many newcomers this was the first experience of an FfX, BAOR 
style. For many of the Div Staff this was also their first confrontation 
with the irrepressible SSgt Beattie and SSM W02 (SSM) Rixon. 

During the deployment we practised tactics in our new role 
including airlifting some of the dets of Romeo Tp in a fast moving 
exercise. 

In view of the future role many of the Squadron are now attending 
helicopter handling and rigging courses. 

2 Sqn's answer to the wheelclampl 
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204 Sig Sqn (4 Armd Bde) 
BFPO 17 

PERSONALITIES 
Sqn Comd Maj Charles Turner 
2IC Capt Don Pawlow 
c omms Tp Comd Lt Charlie Cooper, Sierra Tp Comd 2Lt Andy 
Cbessum, SSM W02 (SSM) Pete McElwee, YofS W02 (YofS) Geoff 
Robinson , FofS SSgt (FofS) John Hiorns, SQMS SSgt (SQMS) Paul 
Wareham, Chief Clerk Sgt Trev Glover, Pay Sgt Sgt 'Taff' Williams. 

ARRIVALS AND DEPARTURES 
The Squadron welcomes the following to the fold: Sigs Jones and 

Roberts to Comms Tp and Cpls Tyrell, Rickett, Rankin, Casson, Sgt 
Hawke, SSgt Wareham and 2Lt Chessum to Sierra Tp. At the same 
time we said goodbye to Sigs Develin, Wynne, LCpl Bonnett REME, 
Cpl Banner and Sgt Fletcher RAOC. 

The Squadron has also said farewell to Sgt Cottam RPC who is 
moving to Div, SSgt (FofS) John Hiorns- off on an arduous tour of 
Belize and Lt Charlie Cooper who agreed to go to BATUS with the 
Coldstream Guards and now finds himself bound for Northern 
Ireland! All will be greatly missed . 

EXERCISE RED TRICORN 
Ex Red Tricorn was the CO's Comms test exercise. It consisted of 

three phases. 
Phase I began with a Squadron plug-up and Battle Group Comms 

Day in York Barracks, followed by a full divisional comms check. 
Phase 2 started with a long road move to weekend locations. The 

weekend was spent on vehicle maintenance and a dismounted comms 
exercise. 

Phase 3 concluded the exercise with a series of long moves to stretch 
the trunk network and CNR. 

The exercise was successfully completed and showed that the hard 
work carried out, post Granby, had not been in vain. 

BRIGADE COMMANDER'S FAREWELL VISIT 
Brig C. J. A. Hammerbeck CB visited the Squadron in March 

before leaving to take up the position of Deputy Commander Hong 
Kong. During his visit the Brigadier visited the Squadron lines and 
inspected the A vehicles of Comms Tp . 

Later he presented Gulf War medals to members of_ the Squadro_n 
and presented a Commendation to Sgt Carl Robinson for his 
outstanding work during Op Granby. 

After the parade, the Brigadier had coffee with the Squadron: 
before receiving a presentation himself, from the Sqn Comd MaJ 
Charles Turner, of a 4 Armd Bde pennant and shower head! 

The Squadron wishes every success to Brig Hammerbeck in his new 
post. 

Sgt Carl Robinson receives his commendation from Brig 
Hammerbeck. Lt Charlie Cooper looks on 
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FOOTBALL . 
The football team under the management of W02 (YofS) Geoff 

Robinson, has had a'successful season, reaching the semi final of the 
BAOR Cup only to be beaten in extra time. We hope for better luck 
in the quarter final of the Div and Garrison Cups. The only problem 
will be arranging the remaining games in between exercises. 

z 

The A Team 

ORIENTEERING 
During the season the team has gone from strength to st_rength after 

starting off failing to qualify for the Army/BAOR(91) which was held 
in November last year. Undaunted the team entered as a guest team 
and was 15th in the Minor Units. Since then the team has attended 
every league event and has trained at weekends which ~as broug~t 
about a great improvement in performance as reflected m the 3 Div 
League tables. . . . 

On 10 April the team became Mmor Urut league winners and 
runners up in the Minor Units Championship. They now _look foi:ward 
to the BAOR and Army championships and BAOR Mmor Umt. . 

Team captain, Sgt Carl Robinson has. ~ad a very hard task m 
choosing the team. Consequently the dec1S1on h~s not been who. to 
include, but who to leave out! The team now conSJsts of the following 
members of the Squadron, Majs Gallier, Berragan, Capt Tophai_n, Lt 
Charlie Cooper, SSgts Chaz Mumns, Baz Egan, Sgt Carl Robmson 
(Captain), Sgts Dave Cochrane and Mark Holden. . 

On 15 March Maj Gallier, Sgts Robinson, Cochrane and MaJ 
Berragan entered an 18km German event, coming first, fourth, sixth, 
and eighth respectively. 

A memento of Op Granby. Brig Hammerbeck receives his personal 
showerhead from Maj Charles Turner 
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BRITISH SKELETON CHAMPION 
Cpl 'Woody' Wood of 2 Sqn ha . retained his title as ~riti~h 

keleton Champion and is now compeung on the World Cup c1rcu1L 
Hi aim is to represent Britain in the next Winter Olympics . 

Cpl Wood negotiates the exit out of a corner in Calgary, Canada 

NORDIC SKI TEAM 
After a successful Corps Ski Championships the Regimental Nordic 

Ski team set off for the Divisional Ski Championships in Galtur, 
Austria. We arrived eventually, after Sig Dickie Brass decided that it 
would be a good idea to see if he could get some snow on the roof of 
the Safari landrover. 

As luck would have it the team were the first to set off in the 
Military Patrol Race, which took a different form this year. The 
course was over more undulating country side, with some sort of 
Command Task in the middle, which loosely translated means go 
15km up the side of a Mountain with a Rucksack on, have a log race 
and ski 15km back down it! The team dragged Lt Stu Moffat, who, 
I may add, was carrying the most weight, around and came fifth. With 
this and other good results the team qualified for the Army 
Championships in Zweisel, Germany. 

For once there was snow in Zweisel, which meant that we could ski 
from the chalets. The competition in Zweisel was much more difficult, 
and being a national event it attracted skiers from all over the country. 
The team did well but the front runners were well out of our league. 
There were favourable results from LCpl Christie and Sig Lee 
Williams, who, for novices put up good performances. 

I 

... 
The Regiment's Nordic Ski Team, ready for the offl 
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I SQUADRON 
SHQ TROOP 
ARRIVALS AND DEPARTURES 

We bid farewell to our 2IC Capt Ken Jones who has been promoted 
to become S02 Comms. Congratulations, and remember where you 
came from . . . ! We've also said adieu to 'Oz Foz' Edmonds who has 
returned to his mother country . Cpl Gaz Davey has returned to UK 
and Sgt Nodwell has moved across the corridor to Kiwi Tp! 

Welcomes are extended to Capt Kit Lewis the new 2IC on a free 
transfer from 2 Sqn and W02 'Oz Foz' Fitzgerald who has taken on 
the task of getting the baby Techs through their T2 exam. Welcomes 
to Sgt Dyson from 14 Sig Regt, and Sig Baines from 'the Factory' . 

Congratulations to LCpl 'Y orkie' Coates on his promotion and a 
big well done to YofS Jones on his promotion to W02. 

With February came the Regimental Military Skills Competition, 
Ex Quadriga Herald I and RSIT preparation. March saw the Troop 
going through the dreaded RSIT inspection and then a week later 
taking our nice clean vehicles out on to Ex Quadriga Herald 2. 
However there are always lessons to be learned on exercises and Sig 
Vicki Baines now knows how to react to an intruder on a Node Home. 

KIWI TROOP 
by Tp Comd SSgt Fisher 

Arrivals: SSgt Mo Fisher, Sgt Alan Nodwell, LCpl Mark 'Urchin' 
Gilbert , Sigs Cath Chanter, Wilson and Malcolm Gibson, to you all 
a warm welcome from the Node. 

Departures : Lt Mark Hanby off to Catterick, SSgt Doug 
MacDonald and Gloria to Civ Div via 37 Sig Regt (V), Sgt Kev 
Falconer and Lyn to Civ Div with a LS & GC. Cpl Alex Hurst and 
Clare to sunny Blandford and Sig Ian Ballinger to Civ Div. 

Congratulations to Cpl Steve Collis on his promotion and Lt Mark 
Hanby on his marriage to Sarah. 

REGIMENT AL MIL SKILLS COMPETITION 
Kiwi Tp despatched their eight men and two drivers to Haltern 

Ranges and once everyone was assembled the team sallied forth and 
rotated around the various stands. 

The first day ended with Kiwi Tp jumping the gun by sending out 
for the bratties and chips before the official go ahead (priorities first 
and foremost). The second day began with a CFT route culminating 
in a falling plate shoot in which the team ran around in a time of 1 
hr 31 mins and a shoot of 56 seconds which could have been faster had 
Cpl 'Super Dave' McCuJloch not fallen over the cunningly placed trip 
wire across the range because along with Lt Mark Hanby and Cpl Alex 
'Sniper' Hurst was the only one actually hitting the targets. This ended 
the mil skills competition in which the Troop finished 8th in the 
regiment which led us to believe that the batteries in the calculator in 
RHQ need changing. 

Kiwi Tp actually won the inter-troop initiative competition and such 
was the shock that the ensuing party lasted well into the night. 

PANTHER TROOP 
Tp Comd 2Lt Dave Gaul, Tp SSgt SSgt Woody Power 

The Regimental Military Skills competition started our fun packed 
month of March. Panther Tp started badly by missing the first three 
stands because of Jaguar Tp's amazing map-reading skills. 
Undaunted, nevertheless, the fearless bunch got stuck into the 
competition, looking somewhat like a re-run of a Keystone Cop's 
movie. Young Walker and 'Smudge' Smith, after realising that they 
might even do well in the competition decided to sabotage the Troop's 
hopes by dropping a weighted stretcher on Staff 'Woody' Power's leg. 
This worked for a brief time but 'Superstaff's' amazing rejuvenating 
powers quickly took control. This meant that they would have to run 
the CFT after all! At the end of the gruelling two days, Panther Tp 
crawled in a disappointing 13th; better luck next year. 

Then the Ex 'Quadriga Herald l' popped up and 044 still without 
a switch were separated to the four winds. The dets were widely spread 
but it was good to see our new arrival Gorst on her first exercise and 
LCpl 'Taff' Howard's wide grin helping us all along. 

One week after 'Quadriga Herald I' was over the RSIT inspections 
for this year started, once again 044 were the first wagons to be 
inspected by I Sqn. This year there was no messing about and every 
relay det was inspected on one day. Although it had been a rushed 
preparation the wagons were up to the required standard and all 
battleworthy. Central 341 under the flamboyant control ofLCpl 'Toz' 
Hodgskins snatched the prize for the Troop's best det. It's amazing 
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what three rolls of cardboard, some cellotape and, a kind RSIT 
'ns ector can do for a report. LCpl }'arrow tried a unique but, 
~nfuccessful, bluff by completely forgetting his crypto, unfortunately 
the inspector was on the ball and spotted the deliberate mistake 
straight away. The overall Sqn support and Staff 'Woody' Powers 
occasional threats is what really notivated everyone. We are also 
pleased to say that the w.eek 's work d~dn't l!O uni:ioticed. We hope that 
LCpl Wilday'~ infatuation for working with miner' s lamps strapped 
to his head will soon pass. 

Another new arrival th is month was Sig Oates with a timely 
appearance just before RSIT . We warmly welcome Sigs Gorst and 
Oates to the fold. 

Mr Gaul is still looking bemused after the Troop takeover at exactly 
what it was that he had signed for whether it will still be here next 
week and what exactly is 87-37? 

We say farewell to Sig 'Captain Darling' Castle who has joined 3 
Sqn. Many a tear was shed when he packed his 'Baron Knight' records 
and moved Squadron. . . . 

We would like to congratulate LCpl 'Gmge' Davey on his marnage. 
Also the engagement of Sig Hendry to Tanya . 

2SQUADRON 
PERSONALITIES 
Sqn Comd Maj Nigel Moore 
21c Capt Andy Williams 
SSM W02 (SSM) Ray Bray, YofS SSgt (YofS) Steve Holt, FofS SSgt 
(FofS) Ian Flippance. . . . 

The Squadron greeted the Spring sunshine with a smile, 
camouflage, Panzers, the patter of rain._ and for those lucky ~noug~ 
to miss exercise . .. the patter of tmy feet. Yes, Cpl Tor;no 
Tomlinson, the Squadron was firmly behind you and at the same time 
the nurses were firmly behind Sylvia . The outcome was a ~lb 
automatic alarm clock called Jemma-Louise and the Squadron wish 
you all the very best. . 

The Squadron has been involved with th~ French conn~ct!on. Part 
J is the attachment of Lt Giradat from 42 Sig d~s Transm1ss1ons near 
Baden Baden. His keenness to master the Enghsh language has been 
matched by the Squadron 's enthusiasm to improve its Inspector 
Clouseau impersonation. I think that the Pink Panther films have 
been relived 100 times, all in good fun. 

SHQ TROOP 
PERSONALITIES 
Tp Comd Capt R. T. O'Hara 
2JC 2Lt N. C. T. Sandman 
Tp Sgt Sgt P. G. lheagwaram RCT. . 

The last few months have been a very busy penod for the _Troop 
with RSIT PRE and various exercises keeping everyone on their toes. 

The Champion Troop competition continues wh~re our best 
performance by far is in the five-a-side league despite havmg an 
average age of thirty something! As we go to press we've played 11 
won seven and drawn three so as long as LCpl 'Cat' ~at~rson keeps 
'em out and Dvr Higgins puts 'em in we should be fightmg for top 
spot. 

W02 (SSM) Taff Carr and SSgt (SQMS) Ron Woodger ar~ both 
busily preparing for civvy street and we welcome SSgt Kev Nicholls 
and SSgt Steve Owen as their respective replacements. 

As always there have been a number of movements so we say 
goodbye to LCpl Hamilton RCT on discharge and welcome 2Lt Tom 
Sandman on attachment, SSgt Kev Nicholls from N Troop, SSgt Steve 
Owen from 16 Sig Regt and Sgt Pete Jheagwaram RCT from 10 Regt 
RCT (by the way how do you pronounce that?) 

Al TROOP 
PERSONALITIES 
Tp Comd SSgt Dave Catchpole 
Admin Sgt Steve Martin . 

Congratulations are extended to Steve and ~une Martin as they 
retire to England after receiving an early Chnstmas present on ~6 
February. The Troop wishes the family all the best for the future m 
civvy street. 

Cpl Wood has recently returned from the Skeleton World 
Championships in Calgary an? has b~en awarded the Scarlet 
.Pimpernell award for the fifth time runnmg. Howeve~, he ret_urned 
after retaining the British title for the second year so if there is any 
budding sponsor amongst the readers then please contact this 
Squadron. 

A2 TROOP 
PERSONALITIES 
Tp Comd Lt Paul Rennie 
21C SSgt Tony Panzer Doherty 
Admin Sgt George Coffin. 
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A2 Tp ha . also had their fair share of accidents as the photo how . 
This body of men, although_ semi-bald, ar~ captured by the c~mera. as 
they attempt che First Aid stand dunng the recent ;'vhl Skills 
Competition. The leg behind SSgt Tony Doherty's back 1~ Lt Paul 
Rennie's who believed that putting your feet-up was the aim of ~he 
exercise. Indeed he was to achieve this aim later during Ex Quadnga 
Herald. 

A3 TROOP 
PERSONALITIES 
Tp Comd 
2IC 

Lt Stu Moffat 
Sgt Gary Collins 

3IC 2Lt Roy Chalmers. 
Many thanks to LCpl 'Archie' Archibald who returns to Green 

Grass and we say welcome to LCpl Jenny Hart. We have had our 
share of exercises, though some lucky ones did escape to Snow _Queen . 

Finally, we would like to extend a heart felt welcome to our first and 
hopefully last Panzer Rebro, rescued from the breakers yard . 

NOVEMBER TROOP 
PERSONALITIES 
Tp Comd Lt Sarah Allan 
Tp Sgt Sgt K. Snell . 

The Troop would like to wish the warmest greeungs to Lt Sarah 
Allan on her posting in from the factory at Blandford and to Sgt Ken 
Snell from 2 Div. We would also like to welcome ~pl Ed, Eddleston: 
LCpl Will Scarlett and their wives also LCpl S1mmo Sharpshot 
Simpson and Sig Neil Yarnell from the other Squadrons. 

3SQUADRON 
PERSONALITIES 
Sqn Comd Maj J. S. H. Johnson 
2IC Capt R. T. O'Hara 
SSM W02 (SSM) Carr, SQMS SSgt (SQMS) R. Woodg~r, FofS SSgt 
(FofS) M. J. Keegan, YofS SSgt (YofS) P.A. Rose, Div Tp Sgt Sgt 
P. D. Shingler, Mt Sgt Sgt P. G. Iheagwaram RCT. 

FAREWELLS . 
To Lt Dave Craft to 200 Sig Sqn and to SSgt Kev N1cho!ls to 

AJSSM. We would also like to say farewell LCpl Mark Bram on 
posting to HQ Sqn. 

CONG RA TULA TIO NS . . 
To LCpl Phil Dicken and LCpl Daz Roberts on theu promouons. 

TM TROOP 
PERSONALITIES 
Troop Comd WOl (FofS) J. M. Leggate 
Tp Sgt Sgt S. Tho~son 
Ptarmigan Sgt Sgt R. Forshaw, Radio Sgt Sgt D. Morley, Tech 
Services Sgt I. Tucker. . . . . 

Congratulations to Sgt Bob Forshaw on his selecuon for promouon 
to SSgt. Secondly to Cpl Gor~on Mund_ie ~d Irene on the new 
addition to the world, a son Wilham; we wish him well and well done 
Irene. 

There are two farewells, Cpl Guilfoyle who has moved to a new 
post in UK and Sgt 'Acko' Atkinson who won't mov~ on, though ~e 
has now gone into civvy street. He ha opened a business venture in 
the Bradley Centre known as 'The Print Shop'. Good luck to them 

both. · al f · · We also say welcome to LCpl Bibby a recent amv ro~ trarnmg, 
he has settled in well prior to his next move to 200 Bde Sig Sqn. 
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200 (20 Armd Bde) Sig Sqn 
BFPO 41 

PER ONALITI 
n Comd Maj P. G. Walker 

21C Capt A. R. Blackwell 
M W02 (S M) W. Watts, YofS W02 (YofS) M. P. Purves, FofS 
gt (FofS) A. Owen, SQMS S gt (SQMS) M. Cook, Chief Clerk Sgt 

D. Rogers. 

THE HOW CUP 
Bright and early on 5 February 1992 the Bravo Tp team, Jed by Lt 

George Cook left for Herford and the start of the Regimental Military 
kills Competition. The day started well and everything was going to 

plan until LCpl 'Master Driver' Lee had a disagreement with a 
Mercedes van whil t en-route to Haltern. Shaken but undeterred the 
team continued on its way and achieved an excellent performance at 
the start of the competition. 

1eanwhile, back in Detmold, disaster struck the Alpha Tp team 
with four of them (plus half of the Squadron) bedded down, so more 
volunteers were required! These came in the shape of Sgt Al 
Hamilton (who wa not quick enough with an excuse), Sgt Al 
Churchward (who had just returned from a course in Catterick), Cpl 
Chris Breen and LCpl Dave Taylor, who both threw away their 'sick 
chits' to represent the Squadron. 

Both teams enjoyed the competition and between them achieved the 
best time for the stretcher race, the best time in the falling plate, and 
third place in the driving skills. 

The final placings were an impressive 4th and 1st place, out of the 
18 teams competing. Having shown the Regiment the way, the 
Squadron returned to Detmold to celebrate in traditional style. 

SSgt Nigel Thomas receives the Howes Cup from the CO 

LS & GC PRESENTATION 
. ~n February, Comd Comms I (BR) Corps, Brig A. J. Schuler, 

VISlted the Squadron to present three LS & GC Medals. The recipients 
were W02 (YofS) Mick Purves, SSgl (SQMS) Sammy Cook and Cpl 
Chris Breen. The presemation took place in the WOs' and Sgts' Mess. 
Bouquets of flowers were presented to the recipient's wives, Sue 
Purves, Cath Cook and Terri Breen. 

L to R: Cpl B~ee~, W02 (YofS} M. Purves and SSgt (SQMS} S. 
Cook and their wives after the presentation by Brig A. J . Schuler 
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ALPINE SKI CHAMPIONSHIPS 
In December the Squadron entered a team in the Corps Alpine Ski 

Championships, held at Kaprun in Austria. It consisted of the 
Yeoman Mick Purves, LCpl 'Daz' Ariss, LCpl 'Scouse' Netherwood, 
Sig Brian Owen and Pte 'Pez' Perry (RPC). After the first day of 
training it was evident that it was not going to be an easy competition. 
Competition was going to be fierce, especially from the Major Units, 
who had just spent three weeks doing race training and slalom 
techniques. LCpl 'Scou e' Netherwood found out how hard it was 
going to be after his collison with a rock and a visit to the local 
hospital. 

The team cam 5th in the giant slalom and 4th in the slalom race. 
LCpl 'Daz' Ariss put in a respectable time and eventually came 6th in 
the overall placings. Jt was rumoured that W02 Mick Purves was 
eligible for a veteran's trophy! 

L to R: LCpl ' Das' Amis and W02 (YofS) M . Purves 

ALPHA TROOP 
PERSONALITIES 
Tp Comd 
SS gt 

2Lt D. A. Craft 
SSgt N. T. Thomas 

ARRIVALS AND DEPARTURES 
We welcome 2Lt Dave Craft who has finally arrived after three 

aborted attempts to get into the Troop from Herford. Welcome back 
from BATUS to Cpl 'Ollie' McGrail, who disappeared eight 
months ago to consider Canada. We also welcome back LCpl 
'Digger' Dickinson after his successful completion of the Al Course 
at Catterick. He assures us that his extra weight is due to his increased 
knowledge and has nothing to do with the 'Amber Nectar'. The Troop 
says goodbye to Capt John Charnock and wish him all the best on 
his course in UK. 

The Troop has been out on exercise in the 1 Div area, which proved 
successful and a refreshing change from the usual haunts. We also had 
an excellent result in the Howes Cup Military Skills Competition, 
when members of the Troop represented the Squadron in the winning 
team. Congratulations to LCpl Dave Taylor who gained his army 
colours for volleyball at the end of January. 

BRAVO TROOP 
PERSONALITIES 
Tp Comd 
Tp Sgt 

FAREWELL 

2Lt M. C. Cornell 
Sgt A. F. Churchward. 

Bravo Tp said a fond farewell to Lt George Cook on 12 February. 
The day started off well in the Sqn Bar at Happy Hour with Mr Cook 
insisting on paying for everybody's drinks. This was followed by a 
meal in a local restaurant. We would like to wish Mr Cook all the best 
in Cyprus and married life (oops). 

WELCOME 
The Troop welcomes three new faces. The first being 2Lt Mark 

Cornell, LCpl Paling from 28 Sig Regt and Sig 'Matt' Hart who found 
us straight from 8 Sig Regt. We congratulate LCpl PauJ Ashford and 
Maree on the arrival of their daughter, Kirstin . 

The Troop deployed with the Squadron on Quadriga Herald II in 
March. Mr Cornell took on his new rol as Alt HQ Comd, under the 
close supervision of Sgt Al Cburchward. Alt HQ, for the first time, 
deployed with its own 'Mojo', Sig Boot! 
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... for 
• convenience. 

. .. on camp 

. .. on ships 

... on active duty. 

Always there 
when you need us. 
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1 Q ADRON 
PERS01 . LITIFS 

qn Com Maj S. Purser 
21/C Capt G. Pickersgill 

1 W02 ( M) P. Staynings, SQMS SSgt (SQMS) J. Cambridge, 
YofS gt (Y ofS) P. Halfpenny, FofS SSgt (FofS) P. Cooper, Tp SSgt 
gt J. Da,·id on, Trg Sgt Sgt S. Knaggs, MT Sgt Sgt C. Barlow. 

It ha been a while since the Regiment's Ptarmigan Trunk Squadron 
la t had notes in The Wire. There has been a big change over of 
personnel and the equipment has now been finally sorted out after Op 
Granby. We have had two exercises in January, RSIT in February but 
still had time to squeeze in Snow Queen, sport and adventure training 
where time permits. Without further ado a run down of the Troops: 

SHQ TROOP 
There has been quite a change in SHQ Tp and sadly we need to say 

farewell to the following: Maj Tim Watts and his wife Claire. He has 
now gone off the Shrivenham to be 'educated', Capt Kim Evans who 
has moved on to HQ Sqn prior to his departure into civilian life to 
become a policeman(?), W02 (SSM) Mick Scull and his wife Sue who 
have moved into the Regimental Trg Wing, SSgt (YofS) Simon Lock 
and his wife Ann who has been posted to SHAPE, on promotion, 
and, last and by no means least, Sgt Gary Tock and his wife Belinda 
who are now out of the Army and living in Germany. We wish them 
all the very best for the future. 

On the other side we need to welcome the following: Maj Simon 
Purser and his wife Rachel, W02 (SSM) Paul Staynings and his wife 
Janet, SSgt (YofS) Pat Halfpenny and his wife Elke, Sgt Jim 
Davidson and his wife Gillian and Cpl Martin Trew and his wife 
Erica. To these we hope they enjoy their time within the Troop and 
Squadron. 

Congratulations go to SSgt (FofS) Phil Cooper on coming off the 
promotion board in February as yet his posting is not in, but to where 
ever he goes as we wish him and his wife Carol well. 

TRUNK NODE 021 
Tp Comd 2Lt Wilson 
Tp SSgt SSgt Doughty 

Since the last entry in The Wire the troop has had numerous 
changes. The following troop members have since been married: Sgt 
Andy Foster to Carol, LCpl 'Del' Parkinson to Claire and Sig Tom 
Sharp to Claire. Both LCpl Stu Hulse and LCpl Jim Mason have 
become engaged and are due to marry Jacqueline and Sara 
respectively later in the year. 

Within the troop several promotions have been granted. 
Congratulations to LCpls Hulse, Parkinson and Bisland on attaining 
their first stripe. 

SSgt Clive Doughty is to leave the Troop after three years long, loud 
and devoted Service to become RQMS (GEN) at 8 Sig Regt. 
Congratulations on your promotion to W02 and the Troop wish both 
Janet and yourself all the· best for the future. 

TN 021 has had an influx of new manpower lately and we welcome 
all of them to the Troop: Cpls Turner, Martin, LCpl Buchanan, Sigs 
Plant, Ogg and Robinson. 

Lately the TN as well as contending with various day to day vehicle 
inspections has participated in various exercises and the near future 
looks just as eventful. 

TRUNK NODE 022 
Tp Comd 2Lt T. Hill 
Tp SSgt SSgt K. Winkles 

It has been a relatively quiet few months with the Troop taking their 
Gulf leave. The highlight has been the outstanding results achieved 
during RSIT after a great deal of hard work! The Troop has recently 
undergone a change in Command. 2Lt Tudor Hill takes over from Lt 

ikki Brown who has moved on to 602 Sig Tp at Bicester. 
Congratulations go to Sgt Kev and Kim German on the birth of 

their baby son Haydon. The Troop also looks forward to the arrival 
of LCpl Graham and Theresa Jenkln's family addition. 

Trunk Node 022 will soon be bidding farewell to SSgt Kev Winkles 
wh~ leaves us on promotion to W02. Congratulations to him! 

Fmally our best wishes go with Sig (now Mr) Sean Manley who 
returns to 'civvy street'. 
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TRUNK NODE 023 
Tp Comd Lt A. Saddington 
Tp SSgt SSgt J. Grandison 

TN 023 entered 1992 boldly, and boldly we needed to go, for the 
Troop had a new arrival, a woman! 

Sig Angie Danks made quite an impression, but despite the obvious 
novelty of a female Radio Relay Op she coped well and settled in to 
Regimental life. 

Settling out of the Regiment, out of the Rugby team and out of his 
rank, Sgt (now SSgt (wonders never cease)) Mo Fisher left to join 4 
Armd Div to take charge of his own Trunk Node . . . lucky boy! Also 
leaving the Troop was Sig 'Slinky' Slinger who made his way to play 
pool with LCpl 'Schnarzer' Cruickshank at the good old School of 
Signals . .. is there any hope for Bournemouth? 

We will soon be losing SSgt John Grandison on promotion and 
posting-congratulations go out to him, the fourth member of the 
Squadron to come off the promotion board to W02! 

TRUNK NODE 024 
Tp Comd 2Lt C. Russell (attached) 
Tp SSgt SSgt P. Shenton 

The start of the year saw us out on Ex Highland Malt and Ex 
Morning Glory in support of I Armd Div, and the first exercise for 
024 since the Squadron's Desert Days. All went well and we all settled 
back into BAOR soldiering! In the Troop there have been a number 
of changes-2Lt Colin Russel joins us for a few months on 
attachment and Sgt Al Keen and his wife Julie arrived from 16 Sig 
Regt, Cpl Troy Burrows arrived from 5 Sqn and LCpl Daren Wright 
arrived from 19 Inf Bde. A warm welcome to them all. 

Farewells go to LCpl Rody Rockliff who is leaving to make his way 
in civilian life. 

TRUNK NODE 025 
Tp Comd Lt Merritt 
Tp SSgt SSgt Brent 

The Troop has had a busy spring with 13 members having attended 
adventure training of various descriptions. Sgt Geoff Clarke has been 
Chief Instructor at the Snow Queen hut for yet another successful 
season. Cpl Sangster has tucked himself away to Kiel for the summer 
and LCpl Nice is aiming for BAOR fencing honours. Our APT! LCpl 
Chris Mudie has aheady attended a Nordic Ski Course and with his 
many pursuits including windsurfing, should have another full 
timetable for the year. 

The Troop welcomes six new Signallers from 8 Sig Regt including 
its first female RP/ OP Sig Trowell . She has settled in well and is 
preparing for her first exercise along with Sigs Cochrane, Bishop, 
Pettitt, Powel.I and McVey. 

A fond farewell is extended to Sig 'Dave' Yates and LCpl 'Ollie' 
Cambell on their posting to Civ Div . LCpl Cambell makes a request 
for a job in any kennels containing Alsatians or Rottweilers
seriously though all the best with his new job with the RSPCA. 

And finally congratulations from the Troop to Sgt Tony Sparks and 
his wife Sue on the arrival of their latest addition, Danielle. 

3SQUADRON 
PERSONALITIES 
Sqn Comd Maj Paul Straughair RA Signals 
2IC Capt Mike Burke 
SSM W02 (SSM) Darrel McCluskey. 

The 2IC, Capt Mike Burke and Cpl 'Moose' Henry are both 
welcomed back into the fold following their prolonged absence 
playing rugby (from the bench) for the Regiment. 

It has been noticed that SSgt (SQMS) Chris Deary has been 
wandering aimlessly around the Regiment with a permanent smile on 
his face and in civilian clothes . It has been suggested that it may have 
something to do with voluntary redundancy. 

POSTINGS 
The Squadron MT Sgt, Sgt Mark Shrives has been posted to 640 

Sig Tp, and we wish him well in his new unit. Sgt Paul Robertson is 
posted internally to the newly formed E Sqn to repair their vast fleet 
of Radio detachments and to teach Military Training. 

Cpl Phil 'Rodney' Bridge has been keeping himself 'off the streets' 
by producing, printer permitting, a weekly newsletter 'Techtalk' . This 
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details all the things that you want to know about detachment 
maintenance but are afraid to ask. 

Cpl 'Flipflop' Flintoff is wished all the best on his attempt at 
selection for 264 (SAS) Sig Sqn. Look out Hereford. 

LCpl Nick Blake is welcomed to the Squadron and it is hoped that 
he enjoys his tour with 'The Fighting 3rd'. 

Al TROOP 
PERSONALITIES 
Tp Comd Lt Pete Cubbin 
Tp SSgt SSgt Brian Alexander 

Since the last instalment the troop has been kept busy with various 
rent-a-det exercises, and the never-ending battle to keep vehicles, older 
than most of the troop's members, on the road, (Cpl Ken Colbeck 
excepted). This task has been made somewhat easier by the inclusion 
of a new hammer to the toolbox. The Troop can now boast a massive 
tool reserve of a hammer (new), a screwdriver and an excellent 
adjustable spanner. This enables us to drill and rivet equipment in 
four days instead of seven. 

Despite the lack of major exercises, members are kept on their toes 
as a result of the Regiment's changing role. To be at operational peak 
SSgt Brian Alexander has been living in a gas chamber for the last two 
weeks wearing nothing but a mask and rubber gloves, whilst Sgt Mark 
Langton has been sponsored to write out as many crew and vehicle 
manning lists as possible within a seven day period. With the 2066's 
looming, Tp Comd Lt Pete Cubbin has dislocated his left arm. 
Unfortunately Sqn Comd Maj Paul Straughair RA Signals, (still 
smarting about the cricket score), pointed out that the Tp Comd was 
right, not left, handed. Worth a try. 

If you've spent time in the forces building up 

your technical skills you certainly won't wont to 

lose them when you leave. And that is why you 

should join Airwork. As a successful international 

company specialising in the supply of technical 

and professional support services to the 

aerospace and defence industries worldwide, we 

have a constant need for more skilled personnel to 

join us in the following areas: 

Foreman of Signals, Radio and Systems 

Technicians to work on civilian contracts in the 
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A2TROOP 
PERSONALITIES 
Tp Comd SSgt Geoff Frazer 
Tp Sgt Sgt Chas Fox 

On 17 January the Officers/SNCOs challenged the ORs at football . 
It was a fairly even game with not much given away by either team. 
The final result was 11-1 but in whose favour? Svffice to say that 
there were a few leave applications thrown into the bin and some extra 
duties flying around. 

One advantage of having an Australian Sqn Comd is that you 
celebrate their national holidays/ events. The Sqn Comd suggested 
that to mark Australia Day we would hold a potted sports contest 
(unfortunately there was not a can of Fosters in sight). The events 
ranged from dragging a vaulting box back and forth across the gym 
floor as many times as possible, to kangaroo hopping, scoring points 
for the distances jumped, all within a set time limit. At the end of the 
hard fought contest the winning team was W02 (YofS) Ian 
Gascoigne, SSgt Geoff Frazer, Sgt Dougie Mountain and Cpl Keith 
Parsons. 

With no major exercise commitments there has been time to catch 
up on vehicle maintenance and servicing/PREs. 

POSTINGS 
The following have been posted. LCpl Jase Quilter to 3 Div, LCpl 

(now Cpl) John Seaman to JCUNI (keep your head down), Cpl Paul 
Dean to 210 Sig Sqn (good luck on your pilot's selection) and farewell 
to Cpl P. J. Phillips to Civ Div (wish you every success). 

Arrivals LCpls Gary Jones and his wife Heather and family from 
Soltau, whom we welcome warmly. 

There have been a few new younger arrivals. Steve and Julie Mairs 
are congratulated on the binh of their son Daniel. Also Rich and Rita 
Prior on the birth of their son Matthew. 

Middle East, as part of a large, highly motivated 

expatriate team. 

• Tax free salaries and allowances • Free 

messing and air-conditione.d accommodation • 

Free medical c~• Free life assu~nce • Good 

sporting and;mcreati- facilities • Enjoyable 

social condil]ons • Regular ~us leaVe with 

paid UK air passages• lnt•restin ond 

challenging ':worl< -..1 chance of promQtion. 

Why not-write (nostQmp required} (!uoting 

ref 006, with CV, toJpe Recruitment Manager, 

Airwork Limited, FREE POST,- Christchurch, Dorset 

BH23 6BR or telephone (0202) 572271 ext 2214 for 

an application form. 

OAirwork 



8 Sig Regt 
Catterick Garrison 

LT COL J.C. \'OU G LEAV THE TIS 
Lt Col John Young ended a record breaking tour as Offr Comd the 

Trade Training School on Friday 28 February 1992 after three and a 
half years in pos1 . o other holder of the appointment had previously 
broken the three year barrier. Just how many trainees, basic and 
upgrading pa ed through during his tenure is di fficult to gue s but 
C\'e thousand would not be an exaggeration. 

To mark hi retirement and to ensure his staff both military and 
civilian are not forg tten, they presented him with a 'bronze' 
miniature of the tatue which stands in the Regiment's Queen's 
Avenue commemorating 50 years of the Corps in Catterick . The 
miniature i relatively rare and as far as is known only once before has 
one been given a a presentation gift. The originals in full size and in 
miniature were sculpted by Faith Winter (wife of Col Freddie Winter). 

Lt Col John Young remains in orth Yorkshire on Depot Strength. 
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Lt Col John Young on departure from the TTS flanked by some of 
his staff past and present who attended the presentation 

ceremony 
They are, left to right, John Moyle ex Technical Staff Officer, 
Mike Deverill School Staff Officer, Lt Col John Young, John Ring, 
Chief Superintending Instructor and Peter Halsey Ex Chief 

Superintending Instructor 

WRAC FAREWELL EVENTS 23-25 MARCH 1992 
by Sigs Fielder, Price and Bick, 2 Sqn 

We began our journey from Catterick to Guildford in a deluxe 
Army coach (a clapped out old bus!) and after a six hour journey we 
arrived at our luxurious accommodation in Pirbright, complete with 
steel lockers and no hot water. 

We had a small 'social gathering' on Tuesday 24 March celebrating 
WSig 'Smurf' Price's birthday in fine scyle by watching the 
s~rvicewomen from the ~RAC Centre G~ildford exercisfog their 
nght to the Freedom of Guildford by marching through the streets of 
the. ci1y to th~ Guildhall where they were inspected by the Mayor of 
Guildford. Brig Gael Ramsey, Col Marriot and many other dignitaries 
also attended the Parade. 

Wednesday morning was our big day and we wished we hadn't 
celebrated on Tuesday with quite so much vigour. After a rather 
distressing parade rehearsal at Guildford with approximately 700 
officers and servicewomen on parade, we all attended a Service of 
Thanksgiving in Guildford Cathedral attended by HM Queen 
Elizabeth The Queen Mother and HRH The Duchess of Kent. The 
WRAC Staff Band played the Last Post and Reveille during the 
service and the National Anthem. 

We then returned to Guildford and prepared for the actual 
Disbandment Parade. Under the supervision of Maj J. Dowson AGC, 
2 Sqn Comd, who was the Parade Adjutant, everything went very 
well, and the members of the Royal Family inspected the Parade from 
an open-topped Range Rover. 

The Parade then marched past in columns of sixes ti} salute HM The 
Queen Mother and HRH The Duchess of Kent and we were followed 
by a march past of the WRAC Association and ex-members of the 
ATS-proving you never lose your ability to do drill. 

After a spectacular Advance in Review Order we were highly 
prai ed in an inspiring speech by HM The Queen Mother. We were 
then dism!ssed and_ went off to our marquee to await the royal walk 
about whilst chatung to old colleagues and friends exchanging the 
us1:1al ~uestions 'Where are you now?' and 'What have you been 
domg? . We had the great pleasure of meeting the Controller 
Commandant or the WRAC, HRH The Duchess of Kent. Soon it was 
time. for the barbecue and the penultimate event of the day-the 
Beaun~ of Retreat by the WRAC Staff Band. We braved the rain and 
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blinked away a few tear as the band played 'Auld Lang Syne' and the 
WRAC flag was lowered to the tune of 'Sunset'. It was a very 
touching moment as all members both past and present linked arms 
and sang along to the Corps march which was played for the last time 
as the Band left 1he square. 

HRH The Duchess of Kent talking to the 8 Sig Regt detachment 
l to R Cpl McNeil, Sgt Durlick, Cpl Hart, LCpl Mcintosh 

Then followed an amazing firework display with lots of cries from 
the crowd of 'Ooh and Aah'. The finale of the display was an 
enormous WRAC cap badge which marked the end of what was the 
Womens Royal Army Corps. 

Our few days at Guildford were most enjoyable and will be days to 
remember for many years to come. 

INTER-SQUADRON SWIMMING 
On Friday 10 April the Inter Squadron Swimming Competition 

took place at Richmond Pool. It was an exciting closely fought 
competition and everything rested on the last race which would decide 
whether the HQ Sqn team or 2 Sqn team were overall winners. After 
a nail biting event HQ Sqn won the race, 2 Sqn came a close second 
and thus gained sufficient points to secure their victory as Inter 
Squadron Swimming Champions 1992. Well done to all swimmers on 
an excellent performance. 

OVERALL POSITION 
!st 2 Sqn 47 pts 
2nd HQ Sqn 44 pts 
3rd I Sqn 31 pts 
4th TTS 25 pts 
5th 3 Sqn 11 pts 

INTER-SQUADRON RUGBY 
Friday 27 March saw the Squadron's of 8 Sig Regt pitted against 

each other in that annual Clash of the Titans-the seven-a-side rugby 
competition. The Bookies had installed I Sqn as favourites. With two 
Regimental back-line players, plenty of pre-training and firm orders 
from their Sqn Comd they were definitely seen as the team to beat. 

The day dawned bright, dry but windy as the teams embarked on 
the round robin league. When the competition reached the halfway 
stage 3 Sqn, the Trade Training School and HQ Sqn were forging 
ahead, leaving the somewhat bemused and confused I Sqn trailing 
behind. All of the games were close fought and this tight situation 
continued into the later matches with the result hanging in the balance 
until the final game. This match saw 3 Sqn needing to beat HQ Sqn 
by 9 points to win the tournament. The lead changed hands twice 
before HQ ran out winners 16-10. The finals positions are in the 
table below. A good day's rugby. Referees were SSgt Rand and Sgt 
Williams. 

Sqn 
l 
2 
3 
TTS 
HQ 

Pts 
3 
I 
4 
4 
8 

Pt Diff 
-6 
- 30 
+8 
Even 
+26 

PSN 
4th 
5th 
2nd 
3rd 
lst 
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9 Sig Regt 
BFPO 58 

AW ARDS GALORE 
On Thursday 13 February Air Vice Marshal Sandy Hunter the 

Commander British Forces Cyprus, accompanied by his wife ' Mrs 
Wilma H~n.ter, and M~ Maj David Richardson DWR, p~id a 
welcome v.1s1t to the 9 Sig Regt to present a variety of awards and 
ceni ficates to members of the Regiment. 

The Regiment paraded in the gymnasium which was decorated in 
festive style for the occasion. The following presentations were made 
by the CBF: 

LS & GC Medal to W02 Martin Widdicombe BEM, Sgt Nigel 
Quaile, CPOCT(A) Christopher Waterman RN, Sgt Michael Harris 
RE, Sgt Colin Buck REME, Sgt Edwin Meadows RAF, Cpl Kenneth 
Gray RAF. 

Commander British Forces Middle East Gulf Commendation to: 
Cpl Darren Morris-Davis. 

40 Years LS & GC Certificates to: Mr Georghiou Florenzos, Mr 
Osman Velli. 

25 Years LS & GC Certificate to: Mr Kyrillon Symeon . 
After Mrs Hunter had presented the wives of the recipients a 

bouquet of flowers each the CBF spoke of his delight at being asked 
to make the awards, and of his amazement at the spread and variety 
of service seen by the recipients. 

He paid particular tribute to the wives for their continuous support, 
and suggested that it was they, rather than their husbands, who 
should be wearing medals! 

After a brief stop at the Sergeants' Mess for champagne and 
photographs, the CBF was invited to inspect progress made to date on 
the palatial Sergeants' Mess due to open later this year. Clearly 
impressed by its overall ambience, CBF declared the Mess to be the 
'showpiece of the island' .- surely an ideal venue for the next batch 
of awards! 

CBF AVM Hunter with the recipients of the awards 

EXERCISE RIME LEV ANT 1992 
It was early December when the first flurries of snow descended 

upon the Troodos mountains, by Christmas the entire region was 
covered by a blanket of soft powder snow. The unusual yet welcome 
early snowfall paved the way for one of the longest alpine skiing 
seasons in recent memory. 

Ex Rime Levant 92 was a series of three day skiing exercises run by 
the Regiment over a period of 12 weeks, along similar lines to the 
more familiar Ex Snowqueen in Bavaria. Although the unit do~s not 
have its own Ski Hut, it has permanent access to accoffi?"lodauon at 
the Leave and Training Centre (L&TC) on the summit of Mount 
Troodos, some 6,400ft above sea level. . .. 

The aim was to introduce servicemen and women to Alpme skung. 
All Alpine skiing takes place on Mount Olympus which offer~ a 
variety of slopes to suit the absolute beginner, to the challenging 
North Face for those among us who want a little more. Although not 
all beginners managed to reach the standard necessary to allow an 
attempted descent of the North Face, everybody was at. least able to 
peer over its summit, prompting what could be described as some 
hurried if not colourful remarks! 
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Brig J . H. Almonds is pictured with some of the students on Ex 
Rime Hevant 92 

Each course enjoyed at least some Alpine skiing, even Course 4, 
who found themselves donning the feared Lang]auf skis for a couple 
of days due to a blizzard forcing closure of the lifts. 

All beginners managed to overcome their initial apprehension on 
the snow and with high instructor ratio, were able to progress rapidly 
on to the more demanding hills . The intermediate classes also 
improved dramatically, developing new skills such as extracting 
themselves from trees or learning the principle that the instructor does 
not necessarily take the most sensible route! 

As temperatures rise once more and sunshine returns to the island, 
it can be said that Ex Rime Levant 92 was a huge success. Finally, 
thanks must be given to WOO (RQMS) Whittiker and his team at the 
L&TC for their support throughout the exercise, without which it 
would not have been possible. 

Sgt P. West is pictured here with Brig J. H. Almonds after winn~ng 
the Combined Services Individual Champion and the Army Alpine 

Ski Champion 
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CHANG 
The month of larch 1992 witnessed several major changes within 

the Regiment. Lt Col J. BlaJ..e handed over command to Lt Col M. 
J. Dent MBE. WOl (R M) G. Douglas handed over to WOl (RSM) 
W. Ireland . Best wishe to them in their new posts. Our Home Service 
Squadron-347 (HSF) Sig Sqn was disbanded on I April 1992. 

1 QUADRO 
qn Comd Maj A. Russell 

21CfTrg Offr Capt A. F. McBain 
SSM WOl ( SM) G. Guy, AO W02 R. Bruce, Sqn Clk Mrs Mary 
Foord. 

WELCOME AND FAREWELL 
We would like to welcome Mrs Mary Foord to the Squadron having 

taken over from Mrs Anne Madelin on her promotion to the Catering 
Office. Thanks Anne for putting up with us. Hello and shortly 
farewell to W02 Ray Bruce who has done sterling work as the AO. 
Ray i leaving the service after 22 years. Best of luck in your new 
career. 

ROYAL SIGNALS LEADERSHIP COURSE No 83 
This Course started in late February and for the first time included 

three Queen's Gurkha Signals NCOs. The first week consisted of the 
usual warm up in which LCpl 'Doris' Day and Cpl Joules Williams 
became known as the 'Hop-Along Twins'. Sgt 'Bagzey' Bain and Sig 
'BFT' Dunn gave a presentation on the Darlington to Catterick 
railway: for all you train spotters out there, you don't know what you 
missed! 

Thanks must go to Sgt Rudra and LCpl 'PI 954' Waters for keeping 
the Course happy, Sig MacDonald for saying the right thing at the
wrong time and Cpl Atkinson for his Mike Tyson impression. 

LEADERSHIP WING 
Sqn Comd 
Staff 
Wing Dog 

WELCOME 

Capt Alan Hill 
Sgt Steve Lockwood 
Rollo (Roland Rat). 

All the Wing permanent staff would like to bid a fond welcome to 
Roland Rat who has increased our numbers by 50 per cent. We all 
look forward to the time when his Health and Hygiene (House 
Training) Course is completed. 
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PARADES 
The first Pa s Off Parade of 1992 was held on 13 March, and saw 

the passing off of l, 5 and Arras Tps. Arras Tp was trained by 2nd 
Royal Tank Regiment in Cambrai Barracks Catterick. The reviewing 
officer was Col R. M. Stewart OBE TD DL a Colonel Commandant 
of the Corps. Music was provided by the Corps Band and the Band 
of the 2nd Royal Tank Regiment. The march off was unique in that 
two AFVs, also on parade, followed both bands . This pass off was the 
last one on which WOl Arthur Hedgley led his troop. Arthur is about 
to leave the service after 22 years. We wish him and his family all the 
best in 'civvy street'. 

4 Troop passed off on 27 March 92 with six troops to back them 
up. The occasion was to mark Lt Col Blake's last parade with his 
Regiment. In keeping with tradition the outgoing CO was the 
Reviewing Officer for hi last parade. In fact it was his last working 
day in Helles Barracks. We all wish him well for the future as the SOI 
Comms in Southern District. 

The Reviewing Officer Col Stewart with W01 Arthur Hedgley in 
attendance 

A Scimitar and Fox join in the 'march off' 

HEAR YOUR CORPS BAND WHEN IT IS IN YOUR AREA 
See details of events on page 155 
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Col Stewart presents Gulf Medals to Cpls Darlington and Tuff 

Sig Jones presents a cheque to Mrs Tweddle for the Care of 
Bereaved Families 
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Lt Col Blake inspects 4 Troop with Lt McCappin in attendance 

Lt Grant Hume presents a cheque to the Cleveland Search and 
Rescue Team. Present are Cpl Tony Lee, Sgt Phil Green and Cpl 

Chippy Carpenter 

Sig Bolt presents a cheque to Mr Walton from the Friarage 
Hospital Northallerton 
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RHQ 
PER ALITIES 
CO Lt Col P.A. R. Rouse 
21C Maj J . P. McMahon 

djt Capt M. Griffiths, AAdjt Lt S. V. Roberts, RSM WOl (RSM) 
Mick Orange, Trg YofS WOt (YofS) Steve McMahon, Chief Clerk 
W02 (ORQM ) Paul Duffy. 

RHQ REPORT 
The first quarter of 1992 proved to be a particularly busy time for 

the Regiment. Early in the New Year we were greeted with the news 
that 3 Sqn in Berlin was to cease operations on I March 1992, and be 
clear of the Teufelsberg by June, some seven months earlier than 
or~nally planned . A closure plan dealing with manpower, 
equipment, and a plethora of other related issues was hastily 
produced, the aim being to achieve a smooth closedown, and 
withdrawal from Berlin after 37 years of continuous operations. Not 
surprisingly lhe ceremonial aspects of the closure rocketed to lhe top 
of the agenda, and in the event the demise of 3 Sqn was properly 
commemorated with a most successful Disbandment Parade and 
Reception attended by The Master of Signals Maj Gen A. C. 
Birtwistle CB CBE DL. We took advantage of The Master' s presence 
in B~rlin to revisit Dannenberg on 3 March, when he planted an 
English oak tree to commemorate lhe previously close ties between 
the Stadt and H Troop {which disbanded last year). 

Operationally the Regiment has remained busy, and much work has 
been done in planning for the future (all reasonably sane ideas will be 
considered!). On the sporting front the Rugby and Football teams 
have bolh enjoyed successful seasons, as have the Orienteering and 
Volleyball teams. ~n Volleyball we came close runners-up to a very 
strong 9/ 12L team m the final of the BAOR Championships. In Judo 
excellent individual performances by LCpls Venables, Ellaway and 
Dale secured them lhe BAOR Championship. Well done! 

Finally RHQ arrivals and departures. We say a warm welcome to 
LCpl Bob Moore and Sig Tel Watson and farewell to Cpl Ned Kelly. 

TRAINING WING 
PERSONALITIES 
Sqn Comd Capt M. Heaney 
SSM W02 (SSM) Mark Smithurst 
Sgts Lenny Fairclough, Rab Home, Vic Bates, Mick Roe. 

VISIT OF MAJ GEN J. 0. C. ALEXANDER CB OBE 
The Final P8:fade of RSDCC (BAOR) 1/92 took place at Mercury 

Barracks 13 Sig Regt on 6 February. The Inspecting Officer was 
Comd Comms BAOR Maj Gen J. 0. C. Alexander CB OBE who 
made his final visit to 13 Sig Regt, prior to his retirement. 

In all 19 men and one woman succeeded in finishing lhe course from 
lhe 28 soldiers who started. 

Comd Comms BAOR in c.onversation with LCpl Towers 22 Sig 
Regt, the only female soldier on the course. Watching closely are 
the Parade Comm_ander LCpl Turnbull 21 Sig Regt, and Training 

Wing Sqn Comd Capt M. Heaney 
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TREE PLANTING CEREMONY 
The photograph shows the Master of Signals Maj Gen A. C. 

Birtwistle CB OBE DL planting an English Oak in the Stadt of 
Dannenberg. The tree planting ceremony took place on the 3 March 
1992 outside the town hall to commemorate the close ties between the 
citizens of Dannenberg and members of H Troop 13 Sig Regt. H 
Troop had the freedom of the town and was the holder of the 
Wilkinson Sword for peace prior to its disbandment in August 1991. 
A granite plinth with a brass plaque bearing the following inscription 
was placed next to the young tree: 

THIS ENGLISH OAK WAS PLANTED 
BY THE MASTER OF SIGNALS 

MAJOR GENERAL A. C. BIRTWISTLE CB CBE DL 
ON 3 MARCH 1992 TO COMMEMORATE THE CLOSE 

TIES BETWEEN THE MILITARY PERSONNEL OF 'H' TROOP 
13 SIGNAL REGIMENT (RAD IO) AND THE CITIZENS 

OF THE TOWN OF DANNENBERG 

ORIENTEERING 
The Regimental Orienteering Squad entered the RCZ 

Championships with strong teams and a lot of optimism. The 
competition was held 26-27 March in the Bracht area and followed the 
~arniliar format of an individual race followed by relays . Near rivals 
m the RCZ league, JHQ, were themselves optimistic about hanging 
on to their championship title, but were disappointed to learn that 
they were 31 minutes behind the Regiment's mens' team on the first 
day. Of particular note was WOt Dougie Brisco's pre race 
preparation of flying into RAF Wildenrath from the UK on the 
morning of the first day. Capt Mal Heaney was also second in the 
M49 class and new squad member, Sgt Mal Richards, ran well in his 
first .major comp~titi?n . Capt Phil Brown became RCZ Champion, 
d~p1te the orgamser s best efforts, by winning the A course, only 
nme seconds ahead of the next RCZ runner. 

Disaster was to strike on the second day when one of the early relay 
'.llnners punched the wrong control. The bad news filtered through 
JUSt _as Capt St~ve .Tumock , the team captain, finished his leg. He 
contmued runnmg mto the stats tent to investigate the circumstances 
having sent his assistant Sgt Phil Matthews, into the woods. Ironically 
Sgt Matthews produced one of the gutsiest runs of the day unaware 
of the team' s disappointment to the men 's team who had maintained 
their lead over JHQ with good runs from Sgt A'ndy Jensen and W02 
Steve Maddison, alas to no avail. But for the fact that Sgt Dave 
Devine was driving the minibus, he may well have been made to walk 
back to Birgelen and not just for pre Cyprus walkabout training. 

Fortunately, the women's team had better news in the Women's 
Services Championships. The team comprising Sgts Marie Cottam 
Jeanette Jensen, LCpl Fi~na Brotherton and late selection, Lt Penny 
Hadden, completed the flrst day safely to put them in pole position 
for the relays. Sgt Jen~en won the W21 class, despite coaching from 
h~r husband? the previous weekend . The relays went off without a 
hitch, .or so 1t was thought until the prize giving ceremony, when it 
transp1Ted that the Women's team had been disqualified as well. An 
appeal was launched instantly and the team was reinstated to the 
rightful Championship winning place. 
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3SQUADRON 
PERSONALITIES 
Sqn Comd Maj P. Williams 
21C Capt M. D. Brighten MBE 
Ops Offr Capt J. L. Sykes, STO Capt R. Carty, Tp Comd 2Lt P. 
McGreavy , SSM W02 (SSM) Al Geddes. 

END OF AN ERA 
At midnight, 29 February 1992, another chapter in the long 

association between the Corps and the City of Berlin passed into 
history. 3 Sqn, a remote sub-unit of the Birgelen-based 13 Sig Regt 
ceased the role it has fulfilled since the mid 1950s, and prepared to 
leave the City. An operational Closedown ceremony was held at 
Teufelsberg at which Col M. Walker presided. He was accom
panied throug.h_out by Lt. C::?I P. A. R. Rouse., CO 13 Sig Regt, 
and several military and c1v1ban guests who had mterests in 3 Sqn. 

To mark the occasion formally, a Closedown Parade was held on 
Monday 2 March inside London Block, Berlin Olympic Stadium 
complex, seat of the erstwhilst British Military Government. Several 
weeks of feverish activity saw officers brushing up rusty sword drill 
under the watchful gaze of the Brigade RSM, WOl (RSM) F. Lynch 
RRW, whilst the NCOs refreshed themselves in the idiosyncrasies of 
rifle drill and slow marching under the SSM, W02 (SSM) Alan 
Geddes . After much polishing of kit, inspections, rehearsals, and 
more inspections the day dawned, and at 1100 hrs, on the dot, the 
tranquility of London Block was shattered by the dulcet tones of the 
SSM and the Squadron "got on parade" . 

The reviewing officer, Brig D de G Bromhead LVO, OBE inspected 
the Squadron and praised its dedication to duty over three decades. 
The Sqn Comd Maj P. Williams then presented the Brigade 
Commander with the Squadron's pennant for safe-keeping. To the 
strains of 'Auld Lang Syne' played by the Band of the 1st Battalion, 
The Gordon Highlanders, the Squadron Commander and Squadron 
Officers led the Squadron on its final march past. 

The Guest of Honour at the ceremony was the Master of Signals, 
Maj Gen A. C. Birtwistle CB, CBE, DL accompanied by Mrs 
Birtwistle. Other guests included Col M. Walker, Col Dl24(A). Lt Col 
P. A. R. Rouse, CO 13 Sig Regt and a host of Officers, Warrant 
Officers and NCOs, current and former servicemen, as well as a 
number of civilian guests who share common links with 3 Sqn. 

After the Parade, the Master of Signals and all guests retired to the 
adjacent Kuppelsaal-scene of the 1936 Olympic Games fencing 
competition-for a reception during which there was an opportunity 
to chat informally with members of the Squadron and their wives. At 
the end of a thoroughly enjoyable function, Maj Gen Birtwistle 
reiterated the words of the Brigade Commander and added his 
personal thanks for the loyal service provided over the years by 3 Sqn. 

3 SQUADRON 13· SIGNAL REGIMENT 

Col M. P. Walker and the CO , Lt Col P. A. R. Rouse prepare to 
' switch off' 3 Sqn 
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The Sqn Comd, Maj P. Williams presents the 3 Sqn pennant to 
Brig D de G Bromhead, for safekeeping 

The Brigade Commander, accompanied by 3 Sqn Comd, inspects 
members of the Squadron . L to R: LCpls Simon Dent, Baz Knight, 

Garry Farrar, Cpl Lance Beaton 

CAN YOU WRITE? 
Of course you can , but can you write technical manuals? 
Technical writing could be your best bet fo r a new 
career when you leave the Service - demand fo r qualified 
technical authors is growing and opportunities exist in 
many industries in Britain and overseas . 
You can learn how to graft this new skill onto your 
existing technical knowledge by distance learning, at 
your own _pace, wherever your duties take you . 

Wri te or phone now for details of the top quality course: 
THE COLLEGE OF TECHNICAL AUTHORSHIP 

REF 13, PO BOX 7. CHEADLE, CHESHIRE SKB 3BY. 061-437 4235 
(Now improved - provides even better value.) 

THE COLLEGE THAT SETS NEW HIGH STANDARDS IN DISTANCE EDUCATION 
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14 Sig Regt (EW) 
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1 Qt: DRON 
I qn pent mo t of the winter months conning the soldiers into 

believing that we are another outlet of 'Kwikfit' , rather than an EW 
quadt n. The month of vehicle maintenance drew to a close in early 
1arch, when X Ray Tp deployed in their 432s on the first exercise of 

the year. 
They were oon followed by Y Troop who, anached to 2 Sqn 

revi iced their old stomping ground of Langeleben, near what was the 
old lGB. 

The Squadron got a chance to exerci e as an entity on Ex Rones 
Romp in late March. They managed to destroy a plot of forest. That 
with just one 432! Many les ons were learned on this exercise. 

Our new Sqn Comd Maj Nigel Harrison learned that one should 
leave the more arduous work to the younger members; he ripped a 
tendon whilst playing 'Enemy'. 

SM Phil Abbott also found out that if you insist on actfog like a 
tanned 'Dessie Grew' you will be shot just as frequently. 

However, life has not all been work, W Troop did enjoy a very 
uccessful Medieval ight. This took place on Friday 8 February. 
The Man at Arms SSgt Fitz Fitzpatrick provided costumes, arms 

and armour at the ame time solving the mystery of the missing corn! 
The mouthwatering banquet and constant supply of ale raised 
everyone's spirits, some more than others. Miscreants and others who 
earned the Lairds displeasure, were hastily banished to the stocks. 
Chief troublemaker was Sir Stew Taylor who spent more time in the 
stock than at the table. 

Entertainment was provided by various minstrels including a 
wonderful chorus line by the wives. 

2 QUADRON 
HQ 

Sqn Comd Maj R. 0. N. Evans 
21C Capt D. W. McCreath 
SSM W02 (SSM) Toon, YofS SSgt (Y ofS) Marriott, FofS SSgt (FofS) 
Lane, MT Sgt Sgt Cornes. 

Whatever happened to winter? Come mid March and still no 
snow, then off we go as a Squadron on Ex March Hare and it 
snowed! We cannot complain though, it only lasted a day and the 
weather was dry and mostly sunny if not a little muddy for the 
remainder of the exercise. Preparation for the coming season of 
exercises has been somewhat frantic over the past two months and to 
raise the operational capability of the Squadron from 300/o to 901170 in 
such a short space of time is remarkable if not a miracle. Our thanks 
must go to the LAD, whose hard work and perseverance made our 
own Squadron exercise possible. 

Granted we had had little snow, but the temperature has been 
generally cold, so who in their right mind would volunteer to spend 
over two hours floating 7 kms down our local river. The Sqn Comd 
Maj Rick Evans, the Foreman, SSgt Rob Lane and a merry band 
(very merry apparently) from the Squadron did! A 'Jolly Good Idea' , 
someone was heard to say, after five minutes in the water another 
'Jolly Good Idea' sprang immediately to mind, involving a bath and 
a not so cold beer. A good afternoon was had by all apparently. 

The Aller Swim 
l to R: LCpl A. l. Birchall, Cpl Jules Thorne, LCpl Harry Morrison, 

LCpl Neil Merritt, Maj Rick Evans, SSgt (FofS) Rob Lane 
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We bid farewell to our 'Redundee', Sgt Pete Cornes and his family 
are soon to leave us bound for the UK. Soon, it would appear, to 
open the first all Landrover hire car fleet in the UK. Obviously his 
tenure as Sqn Mt Sgt is to be put to good use . lf you hire a car from 
this firm , half the morning will be spent on first works parade and 
filling in your works ticket correctly . We all wish you the best in your 
new career . 

KILO TROOP 
PERSONALITIES 
Tp Comd 2Lt ara Copley 
2IC W02 Mark Dickson 
Tp Sgt Sgt Andy Evans, Tech Sgt Sgt Bob Watson. 

Kilo Tp has been amongst the first to realise the true scale of 
'options', in that it has lost a number of personnel due to sudden 
postings and early redundancies. 

It's Goodbye to Capt Mark Finneran (16 Sig Regt), SSgt Steve 
Barnes (249 Sig Sqn) and Sig 'Bev' Bevan (633 Sig Sqn). Goodluck to 
Sgt Mick Wray who has taken the step into civilian life. 

·l'.'lew to the Troop though are 2Lt Copley, LCpl Phillips, Cpl 
Woodhouse and LCpl Beattie. 

Congratulations go to Sgt Bob Watson on his recent promotion . 
The Troop is actively maintaining its ties with 54 (FR) Regiment de 

Transmission. 2Lt Copley and W02 Mark Dickson visited the 
Regiment on exercise near Paris in order to discuss K Troop's 
involvement in a major French exercise. Good news for Kilo Tp, also 
BAOR as with the Jammers out of the way in France we will not be 
disrupting British Nets! 

The Squadron Exercise left part of Kilo Tp unemployed so they 
were taken away on a mini Battle Camp competently run by Sgt Andy 
Evans. Despite a loss of spacing on a patrol due to Wild Pigs, the 
troops performed excellently. Cpl Logan was not, however, very 
impressed to find that he was still scrubbing off Cas Sim blood six 
days later! 

ROMEO TROOP 
PERSONALITIES 
Tp Comd Capt Roy Freeman 
2IC OPSWO W02 Cas Hayes 
Tp_ SSgt SSgt Eric Clee, Tp Sgt Sgt Pat Sutton. 

We bid farewell to SSgt Nick Cable and Mary on redundancy and 
Sgt Andy Chapman and Mhairi after five years with the Troop to 
civvy street. Sgt Jim McGhee and Michelle are off to Bude whilst Sgt 
Al Blackmore and Angela are going to Loughborough . Cpl Mick 
Adams and Sandy are off to 4 Sqn with WMR Tp. 

We have pleasure in welcoming W02 John 'Taff' Evans, Sgt 
Warren 'Wodge' Howard and Tracie, Cpls Darren Anglesea and 
Julie, Steve Garner and Jane, Steve Moffet and Janet, Trev Prosser, 
Tel Parr, LCpls 'Laura' Ashley, Al 'Tinker' Bell, Tony 'Trip' 
Journet, Sigs Glenn Revell and Sonya and Mark Pollitt, may your 
time with us be a pleasant and enjoyable one. 

We extend our congratulations to Steve and Janet Moffet on the 
birth of their son Andrew. Congratulations are also due on pre
setection for promotion to SSgt Eric Clee and Sgt Pat Sutton. 

The recent turn around in Troop personnel has encompassed 
operator trade training and military skills, culminating in both 
Squadron and Regimental exercises. Hopefully with all this behind us 
it will pave the way for the future and enable the Troop to enjoy 
forthcoming exercises in Denmark and The Baltic. 

A final thought from all the Troop members is that we wish Cpl Al 
Evans a full and speedy recovery from his recent illness. 

VICTOR TROOP 
PERSONALITIES 
Tp Comd W02 Dewer 
2IC SSgt Sheppard 
Tp SSgt SSgt Campbell. 

A fairly normal period for the Troop back into training and 
equipment maintenance in the main . We have had a couple of trade 
training exercises followed by a deployment. This was to give our new 
Tp Comd a feeling for what he had let himself in for. 

We managed to release three of our LCpls, Merritt, Irwin and 
Smyth to go on exercise with 640 Sig Tp in Norway 'a good time was 
had by all', posting preferences to follow. Sgt '•Beaky' Newton
Roberts managed to fit in a six week detachment to 9 Sig Regt in 
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Cyprus, again 'what a great time' was his PXR comment and wh.:re 
are the post ing preference forms? 

A busy period in terms of the postings in and out for the Troop 
first of all the goodbyes: ' 

The Troop wishes God Speed and Bon Voyage to the following and 
their families: SSgt Hannan, Sgts Buckley, Reed-Forrester, Cpls 
Harding, Lodge, LCpls Gurney , Surtees and Brown. 

The Troop welcomes SSgt Sheppard, gt Thickett, Cpls Heath, 
Gittens, McCartney, Roberts, Pullen, Jones and Wilkinson LCpls 
Bell, Ambler, Burns, Marshall, Pheonix and Coupar. ' 

JSQUADRON 
Sqn Comd Maj Vyv Thatcher 
2IC Capt Murray Coleman 
SSM W02 (SSM) Mal Geer, SQMS SSgt (SQMS) John Gibson, 
Comms Tp Comd W02 (YofS) Bryan Pritchard, RCP Tp Comd 2Lt 
Rob Whelan . 

WHAT COMPETITION? 
The annual Inter-Squadron cross country competition loomed in 

February amidst much Inter-Squadron banter as to who the winning 
Squadron might be. No 3 Sqn took the contest in their usual 
inimitable style and romped home clear winners by a large margin . 
Then Sig (now LCpl) 'Willy' Wilson was best individual with then 
LCpl (now Cpl) Andy Mileham, hot on his heels, (no pun intended), 
taking second place. Sgt Dave Wilson would like it to be known that 
he 'whopped' SSgt Gordon, (at running that is), and SSM Mal Geer 
hopes that SSM Abbott will accept defeat now and stop wasting his 
time with hopeless challenges . 

With the boxing and cross country trophies already won for this 
year, the Squadron is looking forward to the athletics .. . 

EXERCISE HOBBY HORSE 
The Squadron deployed locally on this exercise designed to practise 

and refine Squadron SOPs. It was a first for many members and much 
was learned. The chef, Pte Wallace, is to be commended on her 
adaptable use of spam which everyone grew to enjoy. (Can we have 
Menu C next time?) The exercise was such a success that we came in 
early which was a great credit to all . 

THE LIGHTER SIDE 
The White Horse Club was the venue on 19 March for an excellent 

social evening organised by Cpl 'Monty' Montgomery. We were 
entertained by 'The Amazing Mentor', a hypnotist of note who, try 
as he might, failed to get the Sqn Comd, SSM, or RCP Tp Comd to 
respond to his wiles which is precisely what the boys have been trying 
to do for ages! However, four other members of the Squadron 
performed for the rest of us and displayed talents even they did not 
known they possessed! Sig Nick Younge was a whaz with his 'tool' 
which was out of all proportion to anyone else's and LCpl Marty 
Burke got a bit upset when 'The Amazing Mentor' stood on his 
imaginary scalextric . . . Cpl McGaw unwittingly let us all in on his 
chat up lies and if we didn't know he was the jealous type before, we 
do now. LCpl Meek remained fairly unintelligible throughout. 

CHARITY ELECTRICAL SAFETY CHECK 
Picture the scene, Friday Sqn Comd's conference: 
Sqn Comd: 'Well it was brought up on CO's that we are all due an 

Electrical Safety Inspection . . Foreman?' 
FofS: 'Oh not again. All that happens is I walk around the rooms 

and anything iffy disappears.' 
Sqn Comd: 'Not this time, everything ha to be labelled or you will 

not be allowed to use it in the future.' 
SSM: 'At that rate FofS you should be able to charge for your 

services.' (giggles all round) 
FofS: 'What a good idea, I'll do the offices as well and everyone 

can pay to have their items checked with the money going to charity.' 
(groans all round) 

And so it was that W02 (FofS) Bob Hamilton and his gang Sgt 
Dave Wilson (the collector), Cpls Graham Richmond, John Walsh, 
Chalkie White, LCpls Daz Burns and Andy Mileham descended. on 
the Squadron armed with AVOs, tools, plugs and .cable. Checking, 
labelling and repairing of electrical items was earned ou_t at. a very 
reasonable cost of 50 pfg to be labelled, DM2 for a retermmauon and 
DM5 for a repair including a new plug or flex. A grand total of 
DMISO was collected. 

FOOTNOTE 
The charity continued with the promotions of Cpl Richmond to Sgt, 

LCpl Mileham to Cpl and Sgt Wilson being selected for the SSgt 
board . In addition, the following were promoted to LCpl: Steve 
Welsh, Willy Wilson, Tony Gardner and Billy Kidd. All are warmly 
congratulated. The celebration drinks that followed happened to fall 
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on SSM Mal Geer's birthday. Clearly this was an occasion to be 
heralded' The Sqn Clerk, Mrs Oee .Jones, baked a cake and the lad 
prepared something slightly stickier with which to mark the occasion! 

4SQUADRON 
PERSONALITIES 
Sqn Comd Maj Les Plumb 
21C Lt Jeff Ashwell 
SSM W02 (SSM) Gary Hailstone, SQMS SSgt (SQMS) Keith Fisher, 
Sqn Clk Miss Zoi Whitehead . 

TM TROOP 
TOT Capt Gavin West 
FofS WOl (FofS) Dave Gunn 

In February the Regiment prepared for its annual tels inspection , 
which came and went without too much panic. Throughout March 
the Troop prepared for Ex White Hope, its first Regimental exercise. 
Sgt Darren Gibson found time to organise and compere a quiz night 
attended by the majority of the Regiment's techs. The winning team 
consisted of SSgt Chris Tyson, Cheryl Tyson, Cpl Jules Thorne, 
Sylvia Thorne, Cpls Andy Mileham and Martin Baldwin. 

We would like to welcome the following new arrivals Cpl (now Sgt) 
Daz Bailey and LCpl (still) Paul Howlett. Congratulations to Sgt 
Mark and Marianne Yates on the birth of their daughter Stephanie 
and to Sgt Paddy and Wendy Paddison on the birth of their son 
William . 

TRAINING WING 
Trg WO WOl Dick Pickup 
Trg YofS SSgt (YofS) Keith Ratcliff 
Trg SNCOs SSgts Paddy Shiels, Clive Sear, Keith Storey, Sgt Den 
Morris, Clerk Sig Paul Boston. 

The Wing has been busy with training weeks every fortnight in an 
endeavour to ensure that the majority obtain the mandatory military 
training. Our next major event is the co-ordination of the Regimental 
Battle Camp to be held at Ehra Lessien Training Area in June. 

Training Wing would like to welcome SSgt Clive Sear, albeit 
temporarily, whilst he awaits his promotion to W02 and assumes 
appointment of MTWO, and Sgt Den Morris on an inter-Squadron 
move from 2 Sqn. 

MT TROOP 
MTWO W02 A. Bird 
SSgt SSgt W. Barnett 

The last few months have brought to Light a couple of sporting 
'superstars' within the troop. Sig Taff Howarth, the quietest chap in 
the Squadron proved he was not to be trifled with and gained much 
'Street Cred' by winning his weight division in the Regimental Boxing 
Competition. LCpl Jimmy Marshall came second in the Regimental 
Golf Tournament. Well done to both. 

We have said goodbye to SSgt Dave Gilbert who has been given 
command of his own Troop within the Regiment and also tO Cpl Pete 
Casson posted to 204 Sig Sqn. 

Hearty welcome to Cpl Graham Husband and his family, Cpl Phil 
Tanner and Sig Pollard we wish them all a good tour. 

BLOCK 21 
At this time of year, everyone is busy with preparations for a 

number of important events including a deployment, Silver Stallion, 
when the Regiment goes on show to visitors and a Staff College 
Demo. Looking ahead, preparations are well in hand for Ex Flying 
Falcon, Ex Summer Sales and advertising Open Day. 

We have said goodbye recently to WOl Dave Randall, W02 Keilh 
Baker, Sgts John Dee, Keith Hearn and LCpl Darren McCleod. Hello 
to Lt Graham Barber and WOl Dave Dolling. 

Congratulations to John and Jill Dee on the birth of Sam and SSgt 
John and Carol Smith on the arrival of Kirsty Louise. 

Congratulations also to WOI (FofS) Dave Wild on pre-selection for 
a commission and W02 Andy Barbour to WO!. 

SITUATIONS VACANT 
MOD CIVILIAN VACANCIES 

Applications are invited from ex-military personnel and their 
families wishing to join the MOD civilian staff. Vacancies 
continually arise in Central London and Outer London for 
Patrolmen, Storekeepers, Communications and Electrical 
Technicians, Drivers, Clerical and other posts. 

Interested parties should contact: Steve Morgans or Peter 
Ashton on 081-854 2242 Ext: 3574. 
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16 Sig Regt 
BFPO 35 

E . ERCI E LONGBOW 
A lirring acount by 2Lt A. S. McCole 

It wa with much trepidation that the subalterns of 16 Sig Regt 2Lts 
Ian Hargreaves, Jason Kennedy, Andy McCole, Roo Pennell , Kate 
Pope and Colin Vaudin arrived at Headquarters Rear Combat Zone 
on 3 April for E Longbow. The Exercise, the brainchild of Brig 
BuJlock, w a leadership training weekend in Bavaria fo r all 
young offic _ under his command. Rumour control had been 
working well nd we were all expecting a thoroughly cold and wet few 
days. 

On arrival, much to our surprise, we were handed an essay to 
complete along with numerou mental tests on current affairs and 
military knowledge which were completed with varying degrees of 
uccess. We were then shipped off to Bavaria where the remainder of 

the weekend was spent practising navigational skills mixed in with 
command tasks and casualty simulations. The weather was 
panicularly nasty at times and we all got thoroughly soaked. 
However, morale remained as high as could be expected when you 
gather 40 junior officers together all hell-bent on having a good time. 
Bar profits at the RCZ Ski Hut, Haus Magnus, where we were based, 
certainly helped by this influx of subalterns who departed Bavaria 
were surprised to discover that they had actually enjoyed it! 

I SQUADRON 
PERSONALITIES 
Sqn Comd Maj C. M. Eastland MBE 
21C Capt T. J. Friend MBE 
Oscar Tp Comd Capt R. L. Waller, SSM W02 (SSM) Twigg, 
FofS WOI (FofS) Morrison, YofS W02 {YofS) Heeles, SQMS SSgt 
(SQMS) Talbott, Telephone Hse Flt Sgt Robinson, Admin Sgt Sgt 
Williams. 

CLOSURE OF EMBLEM COMMCEN 
On Friday 28 February 1992 the Commcen at Emblem, manned by 

operators from Oscar Tp 1 Sqn, transmitted their last Signal message 
into TARE HEHN. The CO Lt Col A.H. G . Elford removed the 
Commcen plaque and presented it to Maj C. M. Eastland for safe 
keeping in the Commcen at Rheindahlen. 

Capt R. L. Waller Oscar Tp Comd would like to take this 
opportunity of thanking all operators who have provided R Sigs 
communications to the HQ CommsZ staff. 

ARRIVALS AND DEPARTURES 
The Squadron has seen its share of movement during the first 

quarter of 1992. We have said farewell to LCpl Jo Steel and Sig Kim 
Clarke on discharge, Cpl Jo Green (Sgt on posting) to Cyprus, Cpl 
Lisa Livesay to HQ AFCENT, Cpls Cozzy Calabrese, Fran Geddes 
and LCpl Paula Matheson to NI, LCpls Lorraine Burdon, Kim 
Pearson, Amanda Robertson and Sig Katie Gifford to the Falklands 
Sig Natalie Pugh to 4 Sqn, Cpl Elka Floydd to HQ Sqn and finally 
LCpl Dee Grime to Hong Kong. 

We say hello to Sgt Mal Leitch and LCpl Lynn Newman (nee 
Duncan) from NI, Sig Sharon Sangha from 28 Sig Regt, Sig Michelle 
Strachan from 238 Sig Sqn, Sigs .Janet Leigh and Donna Jones from 
4 Sqn, Cpl Mel McCorry on detachment from the Regiment and the 
following all from 8 Sig Regt, Sigs Zoe Budd, Shaun and his wife 
Raebel Dutton, Karen Stanton and Sarah M.achell. We hope you all 
enjoy your stay with the Sqn. · 

SS~t faul E<i:wards leav_es us on promotion in June to take up an 
appomtment with t~e Edinburgh ~OTC, congratulations on being 
selected for promotion and we wish you and your family well in 
Scotland. 

Congratulations must also go to Sgt Nick Bahado on being selected 
for promotion, will you have as much time for Golf and Cricket as 
a SSgt we ask ourselves? 

THE EXERCISE SEASON 
. In order ~o destr?Y any myths that the Squadron have no 
mvol.vement 1~ exercises, to put the record straight, at I Sqn we 
proVIde a statlc Ptarmigan network 365 days a year to give secure 
comms to HQ BAOR, HQ RAF (G) all BAOR airfields and I (BR) 
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Corps. We have also supported Ex Icebreaker, First Taste, Sure Trio 
and Handy Forge already this year, with a NORTHAG Staff Exercise 
thrown in for good measure, and its only March . So if there are any 
people out there who believe 1 Sqa is a sleepy hollow, put in for a 
posting and find out for yourselves, you may be surprised . 

BERLIN 
Who wants to go to Berlin? was the cry . Unfortunately we couldn ' t 

close the Commcen and all go, but once it was known there was a 
catch, you had to run 25km, it was amazing how the numbers 
dwindled . Sgt Pat Millar was left to coordinate the visit of JO members 
who sampled the delights of Berlin in May . 

DEMONSTRATION FOR NEW CHIEF OF STAFF BAOR 
While showing the Joint Incident room communications to the new 

COS BAOR the FofS was asked to explain how to use a Patron secure 
phone. 'Sir, you pick up the handset and dial ' was the reply . The COS 
look suitably impressed and informed the FofS that he must visit the 
Commcen to view all the other technical equipment we had . 

SQN COMD MEETING LCPL (NOW CPL) POTIER 
On Sqn Comd's interview for a course report Cpl Michelle 

' webbing' Potter was known to have introduced herself as 'An all 
round good egg '. Maj Eastland has since been looking fo r other eggs 
in his Squadron. 

CHANGE OF NAME 
Capt Waller on travelling to visit Cpl Ritchie Brown to get him to 

sign his annual 2048, opens up the envelope and pulls out Cpl Mandy 
Braziers. Perhaps Capt Waller knows something about Cpl Brown 
that we don ' t. 

GOLF 
Sgt Nick Babado is contemplating taking up golf on a more serious 

note after completing a tournament round of 87 (scratch) . His only 
reservation being that a gcilf course may be different from a computer . 

GERMAN RED CROSS 
We welcome Cpl Lisa Clayton back to the fold after a long absence 

from illness and are delighted that she is now on the road to recovery. 

CHALLENGE PURSUIT EMBASSY A WARD 
Sgt Steve Munday was recently awarded the 'Challenge Pursuit 

Embassy Award ' for bis enthusiastic pursuit of adventure and thrills 
in the field of free fall parachuting. An award well deserved . 

'The Quick Way Out' -Sgt Steve Munday demonstrating how to 
clear Customs Control 
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A FACE TO MATCH THE VOICE 
Have. you e.ve.r tried .to match a face to a voice? That smooth 

debonair soph1stJcated silk tongue of the 'Chippendale' operator or 
better still the sultry purr of a ' Bewitching Maiden' who can calm e~en 
the most frustrated of telephone users. Well here they are-The JHQ 
Telephone Exchange Staff. 

Back Row l to R: SAC Forster, Mrs E O'Carroll, Mrs J Condron, 
Cpl Cook, Sig Parker, Miss Lupton , Mrs Burton, Sig Sheath , Mrs 

Warby, Flt Sgt Robinson 
Second Row l to R: Sig Hunt, Mrs Collis , Mrs Britain, Mrs Smith, 

Sig Lunney, Sgt Pomeroy , LCpl(W) Howe lls 
Front: Miss Buchan 

AN UNUSUAL DAY IN THE LIFE OF SIG CARLSON! 
Towards the end of March, Brig R. M. Bullock, Comd BRCZ 

visited 16 Sig Regt. We were informed that the CO wished soldiers of 
all ranks to escort the Brigadier around the different departments in 
the Regiment. 

Everyone would be taking some part in the visit so I was expecting 
to play some role in whatever activity my Troop would be doing. I was 
on a driving course at the time when I was called for a briefing about 
the Brigadier's visit. I was told that I would be part of the Regimental 
Barrack Guard . At first I thought that' s not too bad but when it was 
explained in detail it became apparent that I had been chosen to be 
the Barrack Guard Commander, not just a member of the Guard. 

That put a whole new face on the visit. It meant I really was taking 
an active part. 

I finished my driving course and we began practising for the day. 
Sgt Lucas was instructing us and we ran through the drill movements 
every morning and afternoon in the week leading up to the Brigadier 's 
visit. A vast amount of the preparation time was spent on our 
uniforms-numerous inspections of boots, brasses and white webbing 
meant we were ready for the day. 

The Brigadier was to visit various departments before inspecting the 
Barrack Guard . 

The Guard was to march out at the double, in front of Regimental 
Headquarters and be presented to Brig Bullock. 

1 had an idea I may be getting my promotion sometime on the day 
but when I saw the Brigadier picking up Sig May's Cyprus medal from 
the floor and someone elses' cap tilting over and about to fall off, I 
had second thoughts. 

The Brigadier talked at length to each member of the Guard and 
afterwards he complimented it on turnout and drill. He then turned 
and spoke to me and told me he had been asked to present me with 
my LCpl chevron, he was handed a jersey with the rank already on 
it so that I could follow him to his next port of call-coffee at the 
Corporals' Mess. 

The visit went well and Brig Bullock seemed very happy. The 
Barrack Guard received many compliments and like the rest of the day 
it was a big success. 
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FINANCIAL PLANNING 
ITS PU RPOSE is to make the best use of Income. Capital 
and other Assets, to prepare the way for the individual to 
achieve financial aims. These may include: 

FINANCIAL PROTECTION - against the effects of 

FINANCIAL SECURITY 

HOUSE PURCHASE 
EDUCATION EXPENSES 
COMFORTABLE RETIREMENT 

TRANSFER OF ASSETS 

possessions being lost or 
damaged. 
-for present or future 
dependants. 
-immediately or in the future. 
-for present or future children. 
-based on an adequate 
continuing income backed up 
by an adequate capital reserve 
-to the next generation . 

WE ADVISE o n the use of savings from income , the 
investment of capital, the use of other assets where applicable, 
insurance against ill health and the insurance of posse ions. 
We he lp clients to lay the foundations of sound plans, to 
develop existing plans and keep them up to date , and then to 
make the best use of resources when the time comes to meet 
commitments . 

GOOD INFORMATION is the basis of sound planning. The 
more clients take us into their confidence the better we can 
assist them . Please let us have full details of existing resources , 
your ability to save , and any expectations. Please also tell us 
all you can about commitments with which you expect to have 
to cope. We, of course, treat all such information as 
confidential. 

AN EARLY START helps , and we will be pleased to assist 
you however modest your resources may be now. If you have 
existing arrangements which may need developing, the sooner 
you refer them to us, the more help we are likely to be able 
to give you. 
OUR ADVICE is free and does not commit you to any action: 
we only ask that any arrangements you decide to make be 
made through us . It is based on over 44 years of examining 
clients' problems, analysing them and advising on them. It is 
not delivered by persuasive salesmen, but is given in writing 
for you to study at your leisure. 

ARE YOU MAKING THE BEST USE OF YOUR 
INCOME AND OTHER ASSETS? 

WE ARE AS CLOSE TO YOU AS THE NEAREST POST 
BOX OR TELEPHONE. 

LET US SHOW YOU HOW GOOD PLANNING CAN 
HELP YOU. 

R. T. WILLIAMS LTD. 
PRINCE ALBERT HOUSE, 58 SHIP STREET, 

BRIGHTON, BNl IDE 
Telephone: (0273) 28181/S 

Not all the ervices advertised here are regulated by the 
Financial Services Act 1986 and the rules made for the 
protection of investors by that Act will not apply to them. 
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D ERT COMMUNIC TORS RECEIVE THEIR MEDALS 
part of hi farewell to BAOR Maj Gen J. O. C. Alexander CB, 

OBE, pre ented Gulf medal to 89 members of 21 Sig Regt (AS) at 
RAF\ ildenrath on 9 March, just less than one year after their return 
from the desert. 

Maj Gen Ale aoder prai ed the professionali m that the soldiers 
had hown during the conflict and al o complimented those who had 
provided support for both BAOR and UK alike. 

He also pre ented nine LS & GC Medals and two GOC's 
commendations. The limelight was taken by SSgt Paul Wareham who 
not only received both medal but also a commendation. The day was 
completed with the officers lunching out Maj Gen Alexander and 
wi hing him 'Bon Voyage' . 

SSgt Paul Wareham receiving his LS & GC Medal 

JNCO's DINNER NIGHT 
As part of the Squadron rundown, and a goodbye to Capt Tod, a 

J CO's dinner night was held in the Regimental Train Bar. 
The guests met in the bar and after dinner, festivities centred 

around several games, the Sqn Comd's horse racing was particularly 
popular and Cpl Parkes version of 'Pop up Pirate' was particularly 
alcoholic. 

We welcomed Foreman Hutchinson who was quickly nicknamed 
'Mr Bean'. The JNCO's then gave Capt Tod a suitable send off, nice 
boxer shorts Jeremy ... 

4 SQN (SUPPORT HELICOPTER) 
EXERCISE GALLANT DISPLAY 

4 Sqn deployed on Ex Gallant Display on 7 February 1992 with 
elements of 2 Sqn (SAN 682). It was a 4 Sqn SH Exercise designed to 
get back into the Forces NW Europe role. The last time the force 
deployed together was on Op Granby. 

The Force HQ was deployed to the flying sites at the Puma and ' 
Chinook Sqns. Also dets were deployed to a support site and a main 
refuelling area. 

FHQ had SCRA(T) Reece which was manned by LCpl 'Kilbo' 
Kilburn and crew 'person' 'Pops' Poppleton (signaller type). After a 
few days of vigorous recces and details, the standby SCRA T 
deployed to bring in the tactical refuelling area. (But this had to be 
only a 12 hour station as at night the generator woke up the pigs.) 

It was mainly a static exercise (except for recce) so to keep the 
troops interested the Sqn YofS devised a lovely 18 hours worth of 
clear net working. This caused problems because many a vocab card 
was out of date, re-supplies consisted of spears and chariots. 

All in all the exercise was enjoyed by an and the experience was 
worthwhile. 
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NOTICE lS SERVED 
Gp Capt Geoff Brindle, Station Commander, backed up by a strong 

team of Station Executives broke (literally) into the CO's, Lt Col H. 
H. Ham, office to serve an eviction order on the Regiment; we are to 
be away from Wildenrath by 15 July 92 .. . or else. 

REGIMENT'S ASSOClA TION WITH THE ERICH KASTNER 
SCHULE 

Our association with the Erich Kastner Schule for Mentally 
Handicapped Children began in July 86 when HQ Sqn was on an 
Adventure Training Exercise in the Bad Tolz area of Bavaria . The 
exercise was based at a civilian campsite at the village of Konigsdorf 
which was also being used by a party from the Erich Kastner Schule 
for their annual summer camping holiday. 

The association started simply enough; some soldiers would, after 
their evening meal, play football. It wasn't long before some of the 
children started to join in . The World Cup was in progress at the same 
time and soon they were holding their own mini series with the 
children showing them how to play the game. 

During the ensuing week, the ties between the children and the 
soldiers grew stronger. In addition to the evening games of football, 
the soldiers arranged visits for the children and a day trip to a first 
class swimming centre. By the end of the Schule's one week camp 
many friendships had been formed. The teachers thanked al1 the 
soldiers for making the holiday such an enjoyable and memorable one 
for the children. 'We have been coming here for five years but this 
year, is without doubt, the best holiday that the children have had and 
it is all because your soldiers treated them like normal healthy 
children'. It was decided that the Regiment would 'adopt' the school. 

W02 (SSM) Fairbairn and Sig Ash with the children 

The Erich Kastner Schule is situated in Singhofen near Koblenz; it 
caters for some 60 mentally handicapped children. Each year the 
Regiment hosts four visits for about 20 children. Entertainment is 
varied and covers visits of interest (aircraft, fire stations, etc), all of 
which are thoroughly enjoyed and appreciated. 

Each year the Regiment raises and donates a sum of money to the 
schule. We also buy each child a Christmas present which is delivered 
by our Santa Claus who arrives by helicopter (by courtesy of 12 Flt 
AAC). En route sweets are showered from the air on a neighbouring 
school's playground much to the delight of the children. A party of 
soldiers also travel to the schule for the children's Christmas Party; 
they sing carols and generally entertain the kids. 

The latest fund raising effort was organised by LCpl 'Woody' 
Woodlands of J Troop 4 Sqn and friends who decided to run a 
continuous BFT for 24 hours in an attempt to complete a total of 60 
BFTs. 

The event was started at the Families NAAFI in RAF Wildenrath 
by the Station Commander, Gp Capt Brindle RAF. The CO, Lt Col 
H. H. Ham, ran the first BFT. Throughout the remainder of the day 

THE WI RE, J UN E 1992 

various members of t~e Regiment to_ok t~eir tum in running a lonely 
or, on the odd occasion, accompanied circuit. 

The weather was at its worst during the night and those runners who 
took part are to be congratulated for their determination spirit and 
most of all, their sense of humour during the hours of da~kness. Th~ 
fi nal BFT was completed by LCpl Woodlands. The various runners 
had completed a total of 61.5 BFTs, a total of 184.5 miles. In 24 hours 
an astounding DM 2750.00 was raised from pledges, collections at the 
gate and the odd fine fo r getting out the NAAFI car park from the 
morning shoppers. A fine Christmas present for the schule, well done. 

The Runners 

BOBSLEIGH 
Cpl George Farrell is a member of GB! - the Bri tish Four-man 

Bobsleigh Team. It is having a highly successful season, having won 
the British Championships in October 1991. A series of excellent 
results in World Cup events left the team at the end of the year, 
ranked No 2 in the world. It stood a good chance of a medal in the 
Olympics and though disappointing, 6th in the two man and 7th in the 
four man bob events, were creditable results. At the end of this season 
in World Cup Points the two man finished 6th and the four man 3rd 
- the best British results for 28 years . 

Bobsleigh-GB!, Cpl George Farrell, 2nd from left 

EXERCISE AGER GLIDE 
Sgt Bob Hope . . 

Paragliding is Europe's fastest growing outdoor P_Urs~t and h~re m 
BFG there is an ever increasing number of enthus1ast1c paraghders . 
Earlier in the year Mick Maloney put together th~ first ey~r Joint 
Services Paragliding Expedition. The venue for this exped1uon was 
Ager, Northern Spain. 

Prior to leaving for Spain, the weekend of 26/27 October was used 
as a training period for those members of the team ~ho had not flown 
for a while. After a 24 hour drive we arrived in Ager at 1100 hrs, 29 
October and quickly made our way to our meeting place, one of t~e 
local cafes for breakfast. So far we had managed to have lunch m 
Germany, dinner in France and now breakfast in Spain, not bad · 
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Whilst we were having breakfa t our local contact man turned up, 
an Irishman named Declan Doyle, needless to ay this raised a few 
eyebrows. Ager is a remote village, which lies some 75 Km NW of 
Barcelona. The village is overlooked by Sierra de Montsec. There i~ 
a choice of several flights. Despite some indifferent weather, during 
the 12 days of the expedition, which curtailed the flying, the 
expedition was a great success. Even though it did not achieve all its 
aims, the flying that was done, was memorable. As for achievements, 
seven pilots gained their 'Club Pilot' rating, all pilots were winch 
converted and all pilots gained some invaluable flying time. 

This sport is very weather dependant and patience is a must, 
e pecially when you are sitting on top of a mountain for hours on end 
waiting for the weather to break. Once or twice on this t rip patience 
was tested to the limit. 

On a final note, the BFG Paragliding Championships are in Augu t 
1992 and it is hoped to enter a Corps team. Last year the Corps was 
represented by myself and Cpl John Evans. If anybody out there 
wishes to enter this competition either as an individual or as a part of 
the Corps team then please contact me, c/o Training Wing, 21 Sig 
Regt (AS), BFPO 42 . Hope to hear from you soon, happy flying ... 

Sgt Bob Hope--..just landed 

4SQUADRON 
As the time draws nearer to the move to Colerne individuals leave 

the Squadron without replacement. We say farewell to: Sig Vince 
Prince to 30 Sig Regt, LCpl Billy Hume to NI, LCpl Brian Ruddin and 
Emma to 19 Inf Bde and Sig Sqn, Sgt (now SSgt) Coleman to 2I2 Sig 
Sqn, Sgt (now SSgt) Wareham to 204 Sig Sqn, SSgt (now W02) (FofS) 
Wilks to 259 Sig Sqn, Capt (still Capt) Tod to 7 Sig Regt. New arrivals 
(have RSMRO forgotten us?) Sgt Cole (shortly to move to HQ Sqn) 
and SSgt (FofS) Hutchinson. 
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PRESE TATIO OF LS&. GC MEDALS 
Maj Gen C. B. Q. Walla e QBE, GOC 3 Armd Div, visited the 

Regiment on 27 February. His visit began with a briefing by the Ops 
Officer, covering the operational commitments of the Regiment , 
followed by an update on the drawdown plan from the 2IC. He then 
met all the Regimental officers at coffee, and from there visited some 
of the station facilities, including the Hive, the Church Army and the 
medical centre, where he discussed many topics pertinent to the 
impending disbandment . 

Hi visit then progressed to the Sergeants' Mess where he presented 
gt (Fof ) Neil McKie, SSgt (YofS) Sten Rose, SSgt Chris Barlow, 

Sgt Neil Fletcher, SSgt Steve Rush ACC and Sgt Phil Sansom REME. 
After presenting flowers to the wives of the recipients and meeting 

the families, the GOC joined the RSM and Mess members for a curry 
lunch. 

Well done to all those who received medals for 15 years 'undetected 
crime'-may you never get caught. 

The recipients of the LS & GC medals pose for a photograph with 
the GOC, the CO and their families 

SOLDIERING CAN BE FUN 
A very Senior Officer (VSO) recently wrote that Soldiering must be 

fun. As the following extract from a Regimental Leadership Course 
report shows soldiering can indeed be both hard work and fun. 

MY FIRST YEAR AT THE REGIMENT 
by Sig Norman 

I arrived at 22 Sig Regt on 15 May 1991. There were only five other 
WRAC in the Regiment at the time and we were living out of camp, 
as there was no accommodation for us on camp. The first day at work 
I was straight into it-'getting a shot in', in Radio Relay terminology 
on Ex Silver Link . As all the wagons had just returned from the Gulf 
it was a lot of hard work getting things right. As I was one of the first 
WRAC to go through the Radio Relay course (along with four other 
girls also posted here) we were obviously a bit of a novelty and were 
eyed with suspicion (well-I think it was suspicion). My first exercise 
was in Herford and after knuckling down to some 'hard graft' I felt 
we had earned respect and our place in the Regiment. 

After being in Germany for three months I felt I wanted to 
'communicate more with the nationals so I put myself in for a basic 
German course in Paderborn. 

Corning from 8 Sig Regt where there was plenty of opportunity to 
play sport, I was pleased to find I could carry on at this Regiment. 
With PT sessions every day to keep me fit and the chance to do 
athletics, it didn't take me long to decide to join the Morrison Cup 
team. 

Ex Mercury Patrol, the annual patrol competition produced 
another first. As the first women to compete we set out determined 
not lo come last and surprised a lot of the lads and, ourselves, by 
coming 12th out of 24 teams. We did particularly well in the march 
and shoot which was classed as a separate event. We felt that 
competing in and completing Ex Mercury Patrol not only tested us 
but, yet again, earned us that little bit more respect. 
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Aiming for the Army Championships soldier, skier and ace shot 
Andrea Norman shows her skills in France 

As I enjoy challenges and like learning about different cultures, I 
jumped at the chance of joining a trekking expedition to Borneo, and 
on 4 November found myself flying into Hong Kong on Ex Baram 
Triangle. 

After coming back from Borneo I had to get straight back into a 
vigorous training routine as I was selected to go skiing with the Army 
Ladies Nordic Team in Switzerland. So it was back to camp for two 
weeks, a quick peck on the cheek to my fiance, then shooting off to 
do four weeks langlauf training in 'Schweiz'. The cold weather was 
such a contrast to the sweltering heat of the Far East, and training was 
bard work. As a warm up to the major event we went to the 3 Div 
Championships in 'Le Grand Barnand' in France. This is where I took 
part in my first biathlon race; hard work but rewarding. I was a novice 
skier this year and with a little luck and continued training I'll be able 
to work with the Ladies Nordic Ski Team next season. 

In January this year we rebadged, so when I came back from skiing 
l was no longer a 'private' but a 'signaller'. This didn't make any 
difference to work on the vehicle park, but it seemed our status was 
on the same level as our 'siggy' counterparts. 

Looking back I can hardly believe that I've done so much in my first 
year in the Regiment. There is no question in my mind that the 
opportunities are there and that a Regiment is what you make of it. 

ANGLO-GERMAN SA80 SHOOT 
by SSgt Murrell 

On 7 March, 12 members of the Regiment hosted a small shooting 
competition against 12 members of the local German reservists . The 
competition was a simple but effective shoot on the 30m range from 
sandbagged firing positions with the SA80 rifle. 

The German reservists arrived at 0830 hrs as planned and after some 
hot soup and rather strong black coffee, they were given the chance 
to fire five sighting rounds each on the rifle. 

Three four man teams were drawn up by both sides, and to keep it 
simple they were numbered, Bl , B2, B3 (the Brits) and GI, G2, G3 
(the Germans)! Each competitor then had to fire 10 rounds prone, and 
10 rounds kneeling unsupported with a HPS of 60. 

There were prizes for the following classes: best team, best three 
individuals and combined three team scores. 

The accolades were fairly evenly split. The best team award was 
won by the Germans with a score of 151 out of a possible 260. The 
best individual prize was awarded to Cpl Thomas Klarner, who scored 
an impressive 54, a very creditable performance for a left handed firer 
who had not fired a rifle right banded before. Second place was Cpl 
Paul Garratt with a score of 47 and third was the Regimental 2IC Maj 
Clark with a score of 44 . The combined team award was won by the 
Regiment with a score of 409 against the Reservists score of 352. 
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1 he days affairs were rounded off with a good curry lunch. As a 
final note, the success of the ranges was due to the work of Cpl Bob 
Hugill and his team, by their clever use of camnets and sandbags. 

Members from both teams stop for a rest during the Anglo-
German SA80 shoot 

22 SIGNAL REGIMENT ALPINE SKI TEAM 
Cpl G. Clifford 
PRE DIV TRAINING 

After a short break for Christmas and New Year, the Alpine ski 
team were straight back into training, knowing that the Div 
Championships were only a week away. Fresh and eager, we trained 
under the instruction of LCpl 'Geordie ' Crawford on the slopes where 
the Championships were to be held, with special attention being paid 
to our two new team members, Sig Steve Massey and LCpl Al 
Newman. 

DIV CHAMPIONSHIPS 
22 Sig Regt dominated the meet ing in convincing style, winning all 

the team races easily. There were however a few surprises in the 
individual competition. LCpl 'Geordie' Crawford was expected to win 
the majority of events, but fell in the Slalom which left the Individual 
Combination Championship open to anyone. Capt Adrian Metcalfe 
came under pressure from Spr Richard Hunt 26 Engr Regt, but on the 
day managed to out-ski him to win the title of Overall Combination 
Champion for 1992. 

Airborne LCpl Geordie Crawford flies to a brilliant win in the 
Downhill 

ARMY CHAMPIONSHIPS 
The journey to Serre Chevalier, France, was a long one made worse 

by LCpl 'Geordie' Crawfords jeep, nicknamed ~he '.Thug' brea~ing 
down no less than six times. However, the combination of sunshine, 
blue skies and perfect snow conditions soon had us back jn the racing 
mood. Despite the latter, LCpl Al Newman and Sig Steve ~~ssey were 
both anxious after sampling the Downhill route, compnsmg many 
jumps and being very steep; the top racers reaching speeds of 70 mph. 
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LCpl ·Geordie' Crawford managed to stay amongst the top seed~. 
with Cpl Grant Clifford moving steadily up the position table. 
Unfortunately Capt Adrian Metcalfe had some disappointing runs 
compared with his performance in the Div Championships but the 
competition was very much stronger than we had anticipated. Sig 
Steve Massey and LCpl Al Newman did very well, competing in their 
first Army Championships and gained much valuable experience. The 
team managed to come a close second behind 35 Engr Regt in the 
Giant Slalom and Downhill, but I Armd Div Tpt Regt, skiing 
surprisingly strongly, pushed us into third place in the Slalom with 
some very good skiing. 

After the Divisional meeting we thought we could have done better, 
but all the team gave their best to come third in the Princess Marina 
Cup . 

!SQUADRON 
EXERCISE SNOW TRIANGLE-SNOW QUEEN 
INTERMEDIATE GROUP 
by Cpl Finn 

The Squadron intermediates converged on the slopes, on a morning 
when even the most hardy adventurers would have had second 
thoughts about venturing out. 

We were split into four sections, with differing abilities, from 
olympic potential to beginners. 

Our motley bunch of hardened skiers consisted of QMSI Steve 
Simcox, Sgt Andy Harris, Cpls 'Ginge' Baxter, John Fino, LCpls 
Stevie McGionigle, Critchley, Sig Neal, Kev Howell and our instructor 
WOl Pete Reynolds. 

Our happy go lucky instructor was overawed at the fine array of 
skiing talent he had inherited. We managed to impress him by falling 
over not only going down the slope but also on the T-Bar on the way 
up. 

As the first week progressed and confidence grew, we gained an 
addition to our group on Friday, LCpl Adie Fraser who on his first 
run of the week declared 'everything about this skiing lark is corning 
back to me'; 10 minutes later he was being med-evaced by helicopter 
off the side of the mountain with a bruised back. 

As Saturday was a rest day, the majority of our number travelled 
to watch the world cup ski jumping at Obersdorf. 

Then came Thursday, the day of the exams. After a gruelling test, 
two of our bunch achieved silver standard-Sgt Andy Harris and 
LCpl Stevie McGinnigle (Cpl 'Ginge' Baxter already achieved this). 

A games night was organised by W02 (SSM) Vic Woodcock, where 
a 'chocolate santa' was the grand prize. 

NOVICE 
by Sig O'Hara 

On the fust day the Novice group started out with eight, by the last 
day we were down to six. No major injuries-only pulled knee 
ligaments, a dislocated thumb and a broken ski-novices indeed. 
Everyone quickly realised that skiing wasn't as easy as it looked. 

Our instructor Sgt Andy Strudwick would ski down the slopes and 
then wait for us to attempt to ski down. First, Sig Jock Gilbert-off 
he goes with his good sense of balance-nearly falling but not quite. 
Next Sig Fozz Foster is feeling confident, he's going for a jump but 
didn't make it. 'Where's Sig 'Mitch' Mitchell going? Sorry can't stop, 
see you at the bottom', as she falls down the slope losing her skis. 
' Here's Sig Mandy Aitken, look out! On no!' Class wipeout and she's 
still going. 

By the end of the two weeks all the novices achieved Bronze 
standard and left the slopes happy despite the mishaps. 

ROYAL SIGNALS STABLE BELTS 

New Jin Regulation Pattern with Straps 
Any Amount Made Up as Required 

Export 3in Web with Strengthening ........... £7.71 plus po•t 

Export 3io Web without Strengthening ........ £6.50 plus post 

UK inc VAT 3in Web with Strengthening ..... £8.87 plus po.i 

UK inc VAT 3in Web without Strengthening £7 .48 plus po 1 

T. FROST (Saddlers) 
SOUTH PARADE, BA WTRY 

DONCASTER, SOUTH YORKSHIRE 
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28 (BR) Sig Regt (NORTHAG) 
BFPO 35 

1 QUADRON 
The Squadron has gone through a very bus)'. period already this 

year, tarting with Ex Cactus End, Ex Last Fling and a Squadr~n 
udit in January; Ex Canary l.'aper and a change of Sqn Comd m 

February; and Ex Battle Staff Training in March. We now look 
forward (if that is the right expression) to TUV in April. 

ARRIVALS AND DEP ARTUR.ES 
Quite a change over of personnel within the Squadron. We say a sad 

farewell to the following and wish them well: Maj Jones, Capt Floyd, 
2Lt Lewis, Sgt Doody, Cpl Dorrington, LCpls McXelvie, Rowley, 
Hancock, Lant, Dunn, Sigs Tate, Botham, McAvoy, Elmett and 
Burke. 

We welcome the following: Maj Tuson, Capt Colville, Sgt 
Munford, Cpls Maclean, Cartwright, Routley, Hindley, LCpls 
Maclean, Smith, Sigs Beaman, Choules, Hambly, Lancett, Tedstone 
and Wake. 

FAREWELL TO CAPT JOHN FLOYD 
Capt John Floyd was posted to 28 Sig Regt in May 1988 and initially 

commanded Victor Tp based at JHQ in Rheindahlen. The Troop was 
responsible for the busy Northag Commcen and manual exchange but 
this did not provide the challenge that a newly commissioned thrusting 
Traffic Officer needed. As a demonstration of his enthusiasm and 
professional integrity John casually mentioned this fact to a senior 
officer and as a consequence found himself doing a six months 
unaccompanied detachment to JCUFI in the Falkland Islands. As B 
Tp Comd he now had two small Commcens and a CDA to boot. Being 
a man of character this minor inconvenience was taken in his stride 
and he quickly settled into his new job with the intention of enjoying 
himself, losing a few pounds and more importantly, saving a few 
pennies. Rumour had it that he managed to live comfortably on his 
separation allowance. 

On his return to the Regiment he was appointed 2IC of 1 Squadron 
based in St Tonis and quickly established himself as a born Service 
Funds Accountant, respected marriage guidance counsellor and 
financial advisor lO anyone who could afford a NAAFI break or two 
to listen. Such was his reputation as a worker of miracles that his fame 
spread far and wide; his services have now been 'pinched' by 13 Sig 
Regt where he will no doubt continue to work miracles (not sure if he 
can do anything with their football or hockey teams though). 

Capt Floyd's wit and repartee will be sorely missed by the Officers' 
Mess where only the CO was safe from his humour. The 'Toms' of 
1 Sqn will miss his gentle manner, fatherly demeanour and many kind 
words passed during the normal working day. We wish John and 
Senga, the very best and thank them both for their considerable 
contribution over the past three and a half years. 

LAST FLING 
Ex Last Fling was the aptly named Maj David Jones and Capt John 

Floyd's 'last fling' with the Squadron. 
So, lo and behold, the Sqn Comd's little team of Dooes (Blue 

Tardis-like objects often seen on building sites, woods and exercise 
locations throughout BAOR. For those of you in UK who have not 
experienced these items, they are luxury Thunderboxes!), went about 
organising the exercise. 

THE TEAM 
SSgt (YofS) Andy Craig, Sgt Dave Inman, Sgt (soon lO be SSgt) 

Max Maxted. 
All worked very hard to organise and run the exercise, as well as 

their own personal trial of the new issue sleeping system. The trial was 
a saturation use test. 

The Squadron was split into two platoons, with the aim of 
practising military skills ie map reading and basic infantry skills, but 
there was some doubt as who was to learn, the members of the 
platoons or the DS. 

Information was passed down to the troops by two methods; the 
more traditional formal orders and through a locally formed 
resistance group, who became known as the 'four Rene's', who 
dressed, as you would expect, in Flasher Macs and wellingtons. One 
funny incident that stands out, was when Sgt Geordie (l always like 
wearing my civvies) Simpson was lemoned to drive the Sqn Comd and 
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21C to JHQ, without time to change! After many strange looks, waves 
and even some recognition acknowledgements, he escaped JHQ 
unmolested. 

During the exercise the platoons carried out various tasks, including 
setting up and occupying OP's recce patrols ambushes . In general, 
morale was high, everyone got tired, well almost everyone except 
those on the sleeping system trial, and Sgt (Golden Blanket) 'Scouse' 
Swain who spent most of his time warming the inside of his bivvy bag. 

BATILE STAFF TRAINING 
Battle Staff Training was important for many reasons, not least that 

this was to be the Squadron 2ICs and F Tp Comd's first Exercise 
along with many new Squadron members. As the title indicates there 
was some staff involvement with the exercise, which of course made 
it all the more important that the communications we provided were 
on the ball. The exercise also entailed an equipment compatibility trial 
with the French 1st Army Corps. Sig Graham (Jean-Paul) Stanforth 
deserves a mention here for his translation services during this trial. 
In the end communications were established, and quite possibly due 
to Sig Stanforth's linguistic prowess. Whilst other members of the 
Regiment enjoyed the facilities of JHQ or indeed the home comforts 
of camp itself the two switches suffered the difficulties of field 
locations. Problems with rain, snow, hail and resultant mud, not to 
mention a demo at one location, had to be contended with . 

That said, we did a good job and the communications side of the 
exercise went very well indeed. There were problems of course, but 
only one worthy of mention - after many anxious moments, lots of 
cable swapping and wire crossing, battery changing and handset 
banging, one fault was finally found and corrected by Sgt 'Munf' 
Munford. He will be pleased to tell his story to those interested. 

All in all a good exercise in all respects. During the exercise F Tp 
Comd was promoted, Sgt 'Georgie' Simpson got an A pass in his ICS 
exam, Sgt Dave Inman got home for his anniversary (at last) and Sgt 
'Scouse' Swain and Cpl Sam Prince got off to play golf (again). Not 
to mention the 2IC Capt 'Gus' Colville passing his CFr. 

Sig Pip Heather carrying his left arm 
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SUPPORT SQUADRON 
KARNEV AL 1992 

The Regiment has a long history of close friendly co-operation with 
the local community of St Tonis. This year once again we were invited 
to provide a float for the Karneval parade. There are about fifty floats 
in the parade and we were honoured to be at number five. 
The idea of the float, a group of dinner jacketeel mus1c1ans m a 
facsimile of a Dixieland Steam Boat, mounted on a HGV, was the 
RMTO's, Capt (Monsieur) Ben Britton. He and his team put the float 
together with wood, bunting and cardboard boxes. The 'Musicians' 
were all officers from Support Squadron and, to a man, couldn't play 
an intentional note. The music was produced by Glenn Miller through 
the on board PA. 

Special mention should be made of Capt Stuart Macrostie, who 
resembled 'Animal' from the Muppets, and produced a sound from 
every instrument, including the faggot. The Parade lasts for about two 
hours and sweets are distributed liberally to the spectators as it winds 
its way slowly through the streets of the town . Liquid refreshment is 
freely available on board each float and comfort facilities are an 
essential part of the build. A good time was had by all and next year 
we may well produce a tune of our own, even if it is only on combs 
and tissue paper. 

TUV 1992 
For anyone unfamiliar with NA TO-speak, here follows a brief 

guide to vehicle testing, TUV. TUV is the equivalent of the PRE which 
many units suffer. However, it does also involve 'moving goal posts ' 
and German intransigence. 

The TUV market can be found on a wide variety of german goods 
from, fire extinguishers to garden furniture. It is the marker to show 
that the item has been tested and has passed a rigorous serviceability 
and safety inspection, but for the Regiment it has a special meaning. 
It is when the Bundeswehr Inspection Team 'The Wehrerichskom
mando III ' visit and inspect the units vehicle fleet. 

As the fleet is supplied and funded by NATO it contains many 
types: OAF, Mercedes, Volkswagen, Ford and Landrover, some of 
them up to 28 years old, preparation has to begin about four months 
in advance. 

The MTO Capt 'Ben' Britton and Sqn Comd LAD Capt 'Dickie' 
Henderson attend a NATO meeting (15 cups of coffee over five hours) 
where amendments to the 37 volumes of Regulations are discussed. 
Notable changes have led to the purchase of 600 side reflectors, 130 
extra extinguisher brackets and of course hundreds of pairs of aids 
gloves. The more serious can be as simple as the addition of a fourth 
'U' clip to a wire brake system! 

Armed with this, the Squadron MT SNCOs Sgt Al Eley Sp Sqn, Sgt 
Brian Rogers I Sqn, Sgt Mark Thomas 2 Sqn get to work. The 'Shop 
Floor' greet this information with glee, discussing the ancestry of 
those who make the changes and those who are implementing them. 
More inspections and final checks take place until the team arrive. 

For those that think a PRE team is heavy, the German TUV team 
consists of: Lt Col Mechanical Engineer, 4 x Officers (Engineer 
Inspectors), 4 x SNCOs (Engineer Inspector), 1 x SNCO Clerk 
documentation records and I x Large computer . 

With such a high powered, highly qualified team, the main test 
instrument is a small hammer. This can be heard ringing out on prop 
shafts wheel nuts hubs and chassis members . It has been said that to 
date the hammer'has been remarkably accurate in its fault finding 
capability. . . 

After passing brake, emission and lighting checks the vehicle will be 
given its 'TUV sticker' keeping it on the road for a further year. 

FOOTNOTE . 
With the greater move to Central Europea~ Jaws ~d regulat1o~s 

perhaps TUV will become the 'norm' for Bntlsh vehicles based m 
Germany! 

2SQUADRON 
PAPA TROOP 
INTER TROOP COMPETITION 

The competition started badly for the Troop with a poor per-
formance in the BFf phase. . 

A 'Manager' was then appointed t<? sort. out our athletics team; ~gt 
Stevie Crosthwaite spent weeks keeping his team from the bars w.1th 
great success. The first win of the year was under. our belts. High 
placings followed in the remaining competitions wllh some notable 
performances from Sig 'Dippy' Davies (Hockey) and Cpl Ray Carter 
in the cross country. 

Finally the whole competition depended on the last event.' . the 
Football. A large crowd watched the Troop destroying the ~ppos1t~on: 
SSgt Terry 'The Moggie' Oakes keeping a clean sheet ~td the sixth 
match when he was beaten by a deft lob from Cpl Stevie Voyse; who 
happens to be in the same Troop. It didn't matter, a hat-tnck from 
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Papa Troop Winning Team 

Cpl 'Mappers'Mapstone sealed the trophy and papa Tp became 
champions for 1991/1992. 

GOODBYES 
We are losing a few members of the Troop within the next couple 

of months . Sgt Ray 'Fingers' King who is going to 3 ADSR, Cpl Jay 
Clarke to civvy street, Cpl Eddie Eddelston to 4 ADSR, LCpl Al Jones 
to civvy street, also Sig Baz Gordon to civvy street, Sig Andy Paling 
to 4 ADSR and finally to Sig Scott Toomes and Sig Steve Whitehead 
who both get the dream posting of Hong Kong (Queens Gurkha 
Signals). 

HELLO 
Hello to Sgt Si Wallis from 21 Sig Regt and to Cpl Si Jarnell from 

3 ADSR. 

EXERCISE FRAN ALERT 
Report by Cpl 'Dino' Flint (2 Sqn) 

Ex Fran Alert was an exercise to test the Regiment and the local 
emergency services in the event of a disaster. Immediately after PT on 
20 February all hell broke loose with a simulated mortar attack on the 
Regiment. My Tp Sgt, Sgt 'Lists' Brackenbury nominated myself and 
Sig Whitehead to do a war correspondent piece for The Wire, from 
a 2 Sqn angle. Having heard the explosions and been given the all 
clear we rushed to the area of casualties and found we were the first 
on the scene: I realised we should have administered first aid, but I 
felt an interview and photo were more important. 

Suddenly the place was alive with helpers and stretcher bearers, and 
all the casualties were taken to the gym from where the emergency 
services were called. 

Sig 'Gibbon' Gibbard had to be restrained from giving everybody 
the kiss of life, whether they needed it or not. 

The most realistic casualty was Sig 'Spik' Toomes who had actually 
fallen asleep, still it was after PT, and it was eleven o'clock by now! 

The Regiment reacted magnificently to the disaster, the local 
services arrived 3 \/2 hours after being called, fortunately 'Spik' had 
woken up! 

A very realistic and worthwhile exercise. 

Computeach International 
The Future is in Computers. 

Act Now to secure your Future. 
Exciting Opportunities now available. 

Distance Learning Courses leading to 
recognised Qualifications, with a successful 

Job and Career Placement Service. 

Tel: 0239 811498 (24 hrs.) 
or write to 

8, Anwylfan, Aberporth, Dyfed SA43 2EL 
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OFFICERS' M V SERGEANTS' MESS GAMES NIGHT 
Following the hara ment and hard time the officer received in the 

Briti h Sergeants' Me s on their vi it to that fine establishment, there 
was a growing desire in the Officers' Mess for an opportunity to 
return the compliment. It was decided a Games' Night would provide 
it and six officers were given the task of organising one game each. 
The instructions were simple-the officers must win, although not too 
convincingly, o as to dishearten the Sergeants' Me s from a return 
match. 

Capt Richard Parkin on, the MTO, chose Jenga, a game in which 
one has to withdraw wooden blocks from the body of a tower and 
place them on top, making it increasingly precarious. It requires 
considerable skill, nerves and a teady hand. The officers were advised 
to take no 'drink' until they had played Jenga, whilst the Sergeants' 
Mess were encouraged to take full advantage of the officers' 
ho pitality. 

Lt Tim Smith chose putting. The officers claim you must have a 
teady temperament and fine judgement to play the game-so it is an 

officer ' game; the Sergeants declare it is an officers' game only 
because officers have more free time and are able to afford one or two 
afternoons a week on the golf course. Despite the fact that the officers 
only play golf in their free time at weekends they still fancied their 
chances at this event! 

There were four other games: croquet (as there is a croquet lawn in 
the Officers' Mess so the officers could practise beforehand); darts 
and snooker-the Sergeants' Mess were highly fancied at these two 
games so it seemed only fair to include them; and the fourth game was 
bar skittles, new to both teams . 

The Officers' Mess was happy it had selected games that were 
fair(ish) for both team but still remained confident of victory. After 
a delicious bhat with beer and wine (the Officers had never been such 
good hosts!) the games got underway. 

But it was not as clear cut as the officers had hoped. The Sergeants' 
Mess's putting was every bit as good as the officers', much to the 
officers' surprise: they had never seen the Sergeants' Mess members 
when they were playing at weekends so they could not understand 
when they had practised. The Jenga was also neck and neck, with the 
Sergeants' Mess teams quickly developing tactics that would, at the 
least, ensure a draw. Their initial tactic of discreetly kicking the 
opposition's table to make their tower of blocks fall down was 
declared illegal! While the Sergeants' Mess surprised the officers in 
these two games the situation was reversed at the dartboard and the 
snooker table. Again it was close with neither teams taking a strong 
lead. 

The games finished and the scores were counted. Two teams were 
equal, one from both Messes which meant a deciding game. The 
Adjutant, Capt Adrian Campbell-Black, chose 'bottle walking' and it 
was decided that three team members from each team would try. Maj 
Mick Hannagan went first and produced a fine effort that would 
clearly be hard to beat. Despite incredibly courageous attempts from 
Sgts Taff Maul and George Burke from 246 Gurkha Sig Sqn and 
fanatical support from the Sergeants' Mess especially Sgt 'Scouse' 
Mahoney and the GSM, the initial line could not be broken. When 
Maj Peter Whitehad HQ Sqn Comd pushed the bottle a little further 
it all appeared to be over. The GSM was the last hope for the 
Sergeants' Mess and with enormous determination he got to within 
millimetres of the target but could not quite beat it, conceding defeat. 

The Officers' Mess lifted the trophy, delighted to have won such a 
closely fought contest and pleased they had revenged that fateful day 
before Christmas! 

PIPES AND DRUMS COMPETITION 
by LCpl Pumakumar Nembang-Pipes and Drums 

The Brigade of Gurkhas Pipes and Drums Competition was held at 
Gun Club Hill Barracks on 7 February. This event was organised by 
the Queen's Gurkha Engineers. 

The aim was to improve individual skills in both bugling, piping 
and drumming. All the competitors assembled around 0900 hrs at Gun 
Club Football Pitch. They were from 6 Gurkha Rifles, 10 Gurkha 
Rifle~. Queen's Gurkha Engineers and Queen's Gurkha Signals. 
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The Chief Judges for that day were CSgt Burns and Sgt A. Hoy who 
were running the ba ic piping and drumming course at Gun Club Hill 
Barracks. The overall competition was divided into five categories, 
Duet Piping, Trio Piping, Quartet Piping, Miniature Band, and 
Bugling Competition. 

Although it was raining heavily the competition went very 
smoothly. 

The results were: The Bugling Competition was won by 10 GR; 
The Duet Piping was won by W02 Norbahadur Gurung and Sgt 
Krishnabahadur Gurung; The Best Dress/ Turnout was won by 6 GR. 
The rest of the prizes went to 10 GR and they are overall 
champions for 1992. 

Maj Gen P. R. Duffell CBE, MC, Maj Gen Brigade of Gurkhas was 
invited to present the prizes. Gen Duffell arrived at about 1400 hrs 
with Brig C. J. D. Bullock OBE, MC, Brig Brigade of Gurkhas. The 
competition events were completed by 1600 hrs. After a display by the 
Brigade of Gurkhas piping and drumming basic course party the prize 
giving was conducted by Maj Gen P. R. Duff ell CBE, MC. At 1700 
hrs the competitors and spectators made their way home having had 
an excellent days piping, bugling and drumming! 

EXERCISE FIRST STEP 
by LCpl Hariparsad Gurung 

A Troop, 246 Gurkha Sig Sqn were on an exercise called Ex First 
Step in Tai Mo Shan area from 12-15 February. It was organised by 
Lt J. E. R. Smith, A Tp Comd. It was divided into two phases: 
learning and competition. 

We were divided into three sections, I Section, 2 Section and 3 
Section, each section consisting of four people. The aim was to 
broaden our military knowledge and skills . On the first and second 
day we were taught map reading, map marking, order extraction, heli 
handling and command post procedures. Everyone was keen to learn. 
On the second day, 246 Sig Sqn Comd, Maj I. A. J. Condie visited 
us and was pleased to see us doing well. Our learning phase finished 
at 1900 hrs in the evening. After that we returned to camp. The 
competition was held on 15 February starting at 0800 hrs in the 
morning and finishing at 1900 hrs in the evening. We had to complete 
five stands alwgether. Despite appalling weather conditions every 
section tried its best. It struck me how keen everyone was to win. 

Comd QG Signals Lt Col T. E. M. Richardson, GM Maj (QGO) 
Gambahadur Buduja and SQGO 246 Gurkha Sig Sqn Capt (QGO) 
Mohanbahadur Thapa visited us and were particularly pleased with 
our performance, enthusiasm and initiative. In the end, 3 Section won 
by a small margin. Maj I. A. J. Condie presented a case of soft drinks 
to the winning section. Without doubt, we gained a lot of knowledge 
about military skills and a special thanks must go to Lt J. E. R. Smith 
for organising the exercise. 

INTER-SQUADRON CURRENT AFFAIRS COMPETITION 
The Regiment held its now annual Inter-Squadron Current Affairs 

Competition at 28 AEC on 13 January . The four Squadrons drew 
their topics out of a hat and began planning before Christmas. The 
topics, covering four diverse subjects ecology, the future of the 
Brigade of Gurkhas, the future of NATO, and the outcome of the war 
in Kuwait, were well researched with material clearly dug up from 
man}' sources. Rehearsals were numerous-a necessity to ensure 
that the mixture of script and visual aids worked effectively . 

The event proved to be an interesting contest. As nerves increased, 
each team observed its rivals perform in front of a capacity audience 
of Officers, Warrant Officers and Senior NCO's. The judges, headed 
by the Comd, Lt Col T. E. M. Richardson, had a difficult job 
separating the teams: with such a diversity of subjects and marked 
differences in presentation style, deciding the winner was not easy. As 
it was, the difference between first and fourth positions was only nine 
points! Yet there had to be a winner and in the end it was by a margin 
of only two points. 246 Gurkha Sig Sqn was chosen. The Comd 
presented book prizes to the winners and runners-up before everybody 
headed for the Sergeants' Mess for a curry supper to round off the 
evening's entertainment. 
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MILESTONE 
Why is 21 February such a milestone in the history of the Royal 

Signals? It was on this day that Sig Tracy Russell became the first 
woman in over 27 years to complete the arduous Telecommunications 
Operator (Special) course at Garats Hay Barracks successfully and the 
first every Royal Signals woman to pass the course. 

You would have to go back 27 years, to 1965 to find the last women 
(Pte Beattie WRAC) leaving Garats Hay, having completed her 
Special Operator course. To celebrate the occasion, 3 Coy Comd (Trg) 
Maj Bill Hogg, called a full company parade. 

Sig Russell receiving a special certificate from the CO Lt Col J. P. 
Morrison, to mark this historic occasion-the first woman to pass 

the Telecommunications Operator (Special) course 

WE, THE 
LIMBLESS, 
LOOK TO YOU 
FOR HELP 
We come from !'Ml World Wars, Korea . 
Kenya , Malaya, Aden. Cyprus. Ulster. 
The Falklands and all those areas of 
turmoil where peace must be restored. 

Now, disabled and mainly aged. we 
must look to you for help. Please help 
by helping our Association. 

BLESMA looks after the limbless 
from all the Services. It helps to 
overcome the shock of losing arms, 
or legs or an eye. And, for the severely 
handicapped. it provides Residential 
Homes where they can live in peace 
and dignity. 

Help the disabled by helping 
BLESMA with a donation now or a 
legacy in the future. We promise you 
that not one penny will be wasted. 

BASKETBALL 
This season has been the finest ever for the Group. Listed below are 

the haul of trophies and championships won during the 1991/92 
season . 
EDist Minor Unit Champions 
Zone A Minor Unit Champions 
UKLF Minor Unit Champions 
Army Minor Unit Runners-Up 
Leicestershire League Jubilee Cup Champions 
Leicestershire League Division 4-Third Place 

After getting away to a slow start in the Leicestershire League, 
losing four of the first five games, postings in of Sig Phil Berry and 
SSgt Phil Andrews ACC, alJowed the coach, WOl J. J. Smith, to put 
out a decent 'first five' for the remainder of the season. The team went 
from strength to strength, only losing two more games in the league 
and finishing in a creditable third position against some high class 
opponents. 

November saw the start of the Army competitions. The addition in 
the starting line up of W02 Steve O'Dare and Sgt Phil Davies, to 
those mentioned above, saw the Group easily winning the EDist 
Championships. The team then battled on through the Zones and 
finally to the UKLF final, meeting Trg Depot ACC from Aldershot. 
Although not a high scoring game, the Group ran out easy winners 
and became the UK champions for the first time! Onwards into the 
Army final against BAOR champions, 114 Pro Coy. Unfortunately, 
the opposition was just too strong and the final score of 105 to 54 was 
a true reflection of the game. 

Congratulations to a very powerful RMP team. 
In addition to those already mentioned, a special vote to thanks 

must go to the 'bench' players, Sgts Steve Bailey, Ian Pennell, Mark 
Shaw, Cpl Jez McNally, LCpl Dean Carter, Sigs Rob Head and Chris 
Pogson. Also to Mr John Mortimer and Mr Kevin Hessell, 'first 
fivers' in the civilian league games. 

Various 'retirements' and postings out will see a completely 
different team next season. Good luck to them and let's hope they can 
achieve as much as this year. 

THE FIRST STEP 
by a recent, young 
double amputee 

PLEASE GIVE TO THOSE WHO GAVE 

THE WIRE, JUNE 1992 

Give to those who gave -please 
Dona/JOiis and mlorma(JOO· The Cha"man. Na&on:;/ Appeal Ccmrrnrree. 

~ BU~BaLnEroSMoAAOOX 
BRITISH LIMBLESS 

EX-SERVICE MEN 'S ASSOCIATION 

199 



31 Sig Regt (V) 
Hammersmith 

I E . 0\\ HAI I\' 
the title ugge t , 1992 \vas the fourth consecutive year that 31 

i R t (V} LAD had travell d to Scotland for what , in theory, wa 
arduous training and in practice was ski-ing. 

With memorie o·f previou year in mind, a total of 22 personnel 
volunteered for the exercise, but as the time went on and not a flake 
of now fell in cotland, the number dwindled and finally only 10 
'what the hell' member et off from ')outhfields. 

The conversation ranged from t"lle bright 'It' s lovely walking 
ounu; • to the adamant 'there's no way I'm getting on a bloody 

hor e'. A tour of a whi ky di tillery (with free samples) also figured 
high on the Ii t of acceptable options . 

However 'Don't worry' aid our intrepid leader Capt Fred Southey 
'l'\e had a word, and the snow is arranged!' We were sceptical, to ay 
the least, particularly when the slopes we passed looked so green, but 
we should have known better. When we crawled out of our bunks at 

ictoria Barrack , Ballater on Friday morning, what a sight met our 
eyes - a respectable covering of snow and the news that the high 
ground was even better. Whilst donning salopettes and moon boots we 
mu ed as to whether our leader had sold his soul to the devil for this 
particular occasion or whether his notorious good luck was the result 
of an earlier transaction! 

The party opted to ski that day at The Lecht and found that 
beginners and intermediate slopes were open-enough for us al! to get 
our eye in. Pte Angie Wake and LCpl Lynn Wheeler began their initial 
training in the car park with tuition by Sgt 'Windy' Windham. 'Slide 
down that slope, walk back up again, keep practicing and I'll be back 
at 1630 hrs'. Everyone else took to lhe slopes proper and found that 
a certain amount of caution was needed to avoid the patches of 
heather which lay in wait to trap the unwary. The boss proved that ski
ing on heather wasn't a fea ible proposition and tried to convince us 
that it was an intentional demonstration, but we weren't fooled! 
'Windy' and Cpl 'Chips' Edwards managed a few spectacular 
wipeouts whilst Cpl Frank Briggs decided that he was rustier t.han he 
thought and went to join the girls. By this time they were under the 
instruction of 2Lt Jo Carsley, 21C of the LAD. She had decided that 
Angie and Lynn were not going to be allowed to let the girls' side 
down, particularly since Anoe Mercer and Raebel Robinson, two 
Royal Signals lieutenants who had come slumming with the REME 
were already good skiers. 

The unaccustomed exercise and pure oxygen left the crew tired out 
at the end of the first day to such an extent that after a delicious 
compo meal they barely had the strength to go to the pub! 

The second day started well, with more snow having fallen 
overnight, but unfortunately by 1500 hrs the wind was so strong that 
the slopes were closed due to blizzard conditions, a bit late in the day 
for some who had already taken to the lodge at lunch time and not 
ventured out again. However the blizzard conditions on Saturday 
resulted in excellent conditions on Sunday for a full days ski-ing. 

Monday was the final day and the blue skies, which had made 
Sunday so pleasant had caused a thaw to set in. We arrived at the 
slopes in good heart, but after one look we all, with the exception of 
'Windy' and 'Chips', put Plan B into operation. They took to the 
slopes and by all accounts had a wonderful day tramping through the 
heather in their ski suits with their skis over their shoulders in search 
of the piste! On the other hand, the Plan B participants spent their day 
galloping through the heather with somebody else doing the leg work. 
Everyone agreed it was an excellent ride out. 

The day, and the exercise finished with dinner in the local hotel with 
an excellent menu featuring all the local delicacies and a toast to 
Snowchain V 1993. -

SSgt Cox organised the teams, whilst the 2IC, Maj Chris Mote, 
provided the barbecue lunch (liquid prizes kindly denoted by the 
lnnholders). 

Eight full teams competed in the day's events. Each comprising of 
four TA and four lnnholders. It was at times a very close run thing, 
but we can all rest easy in the knowledge, that when the final scores 
were collated, the TA performed better on the SLR, SMG and pistol , 
whilst the lnnholders, who although they shot admirably, did better 
on their own personal weapon- the 12 bore shotgun. 

The winning team for the TA was led by Capt Guy Lester, and 
included: Sgt Gunter (REME), LCpl Pen.ton 83 'B' Troop, OCdt Ong 
83 'B' Troop, and Sig Rayle, also from 83 'B' Troop. The Master of 
the lnnholders, Michael Vas , led his team with a winning score. 

Many thanks to the Worshipful Company of Innholders, for what 
was a great day on the ranges. 

TERRITORIAL ARMY OPEN DAY 
It was billed as the chance to 'come and find out about the TA and 

bring a friend'. The warm spring weather brought them out in droves. 
Four hundred were expected, but nearly 450 potential recruits turned 
up to see what the TA could offer. 

We at HQ Sqn, provided an indoor stand manned by Lt Sara 
Rabenda, Sgt 'Dinger' Bell, LCpl Kate Tweedy and Sig Liggins. The 
Regimental publicity boards looked stylish, having just been re
vamped by 2Ll Anna Toots, and by the end of the day we had several 
eager men and women wanting to join. 

'1' Troop from 41 Sqn in Coulsdon, provided an outdoor stand 
comprising of an HF det (tuned into 'Capital Gold' by the CO, Lt Col 
Thwaites) and manned by 2Ll Fiona McHugh and Cpl Chrissie 
Stanton. As soon as the sun came out, back came the canvas, and the 
pair basked in the sun, catching not only potential Signallers but also 
the rays. 

COURAGE TROPHY 
This year's Courage Trophy proved as demanding as the last. The 

Regiment entered four teams including one from HQ Sqn under the 
command of 2Lt John Russell. The eight-man team, comprised of 
CPls Paul Burton, Steven Upton, LCpls Mathew Cahill, Andrew 
Cowlard RAMC, Sigs Sidhu Ahluwalia, Kevin Spring and Cfn 
Spencer Hathaway REME. 

Cpl Steven Upton scored 1000/o on the trailer reversing. Not so good 
for LCpl Mathew Cahill on the cross country driving, as he barely 
missed the DS standing on a hill. It was also a pity that the fault 
finding team (Cpl Paul Burton and Cfn Spencer Hathaway) didn't 
find the grenade buried by the front tyre, underneath the leaf mould 
and bracken (who would have thought to have looked there?!), but 
they did correct all the faults on the vehicle. 

2Lt John Russell was in his element on the AFV, as was LCpl 
Andrew Cowlard RAMC on the First Aid Stand. Unfortunately Sig 
Kevin Spring was having a bit of a problem giving a radio check on 
his Clansman. He couldn't understand why no one could hear him 
when he pressed the Pressel Switch-it was in fact the clip which 
connected it to his jacket! 

TA vs INNHOLDERS-SHOOTING COMPETlTION 
Pirbright ranges saw a battle between the Worshipful Company of 

Innholders and 31 Sig Regt (V), in a full days shooting competition. 
The stands on offer included; SMG, SLR, 9mm pistol and the 
highlight, a clay pigeon shoot. 

THE 1992 ROYAL TOURNAMENT 

EARL'S COURT 8-25 JULY 
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33 Sig Regt (V) 
Liverpool 

PERSONALITIES 
CO Lt Col Rick Brown 
2IC Maj Mervyn Deighton 
Adj t Capt Robin Seaword, Trg Maj Maj Peter Bowles QM Maj Ken 
Clark, Ops Offr Maj Catriona Millar, RSM WOl Rod Whateley 
MWTO WOl Ian Thorneycroft, CC SSgt Taff Roberts. ' 

GOSSIP AND NA TIER 
In th~ pause which followed ~he mad activity of our second exercise 

Execuu.ve St~e~c:h, when 64 busmessmen were given an insight in to the 
energetic act1v1t1es of the TA, the CO Lt Col Rick Brown found time 
to escort Majs Peter Bowles and Ken Clark around the golf course 
sa.dly, wi~hout the supp.ort of the RSM WOI John Dent now posted 
with Marie and the family to Hong Kong. We wish them every success 
and welcome WOl Rod Whateley, Elizabeth and the children-The 
'new' RSM will go far, he's taken up golf already! 

The Adjt, Capt Robin Seaword cajoled SSgt Eileen Halliday (59 
Sqn) into joining him in the WDist half marathon, where both 
finished with pleasing timings- Eileen being fourth woman to finish 
(and, she'll forgive us for saying, much older than the rest). Capt 
Seaword has since 'done' the 55 mile Bogle Stroll, the Para 10 and 
Parbold half marathon and is avoided like the plague by Chief Clerk 
Taff Roberts whose athleticism is on the wane. Ian Thomeycroft has 
yet to be tempted into competitive running but can be seen beasting his 
horrible legs every lunchtime- (we think it's the same route as his 
predecessor, WOI Steve Davies used to journey on his Kawasaki!). He 
left us recently to start a new career in nursing (or perpetual 
studentship) and is a considerable loss to us and the Corps- we wi h 
him the very best and hope not to fall sick in the North East! 

NEW CAPS FOR OLD 
Our WRAC girls reached the zenith of their careers thus far when 

the CO Lt Col Rick Brown paraded them to present new Royal Signals 
berets-The RSM WOl Rod Whateley got them in order, the Adjt 
Robin Seaword told them what an auspicious band they were joining, 
Lt John Morrison (HQ Sqn) was beret bearer, the QM Maj Ken Clark 
had hats coming out of his ears and the girls looked great-there have 
been a lot of worried male soldiers waiting for the competition to 
increase-we welcome them all! SSgt (FofS) Martin Jackson has 
promised to entice female technicians to the fold! 

MUNDANE PADDING 
We drew the short straw this year and are organising the TA 

Officers' Promotion exams which take place in N Wales-Maj Peter 
Bowles is on permanent hover at 50,000 with YofS W02 Pete 
Mcinally just below (it's interesting to note that Maj Catriona Millar 
and W02 Marie Watkinson are taking it in their stride!). It's bound 
to be a success or we won't be able to go straight on leave. 

SSgt Eileen Halliday with the sweet smile of success, reaches the 
finish of the WDist half marathon in fourth place 
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Lt Col Rick Brown disputing the size of LCpl Karen Conway's new 
Corps beret observed by Bearer-in-Chief Lt John Morrison 

Some of the 90 women soldiers of the Regiment parade with their 
very new berets after the re-badging ceremony at Huyton 

(( 
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0 0 'lo h 1r . 

o~ re 

201 



35 Sig Regt (V) 
Sutton Coldfield 

DRILLED TO BIT 
It i ometime hard to imagine just how difficult it can be to 

organi e a major ceremonial parade in a Territorial Army unit which 
i geographically di per ed throughout the West Midlands and more 
importantly to inject an esprit de corps into all participating 

quadron , who u ually only come into contact with each other 
during centralised training, and th develop the rapport that would 
en ure a ucces ful freedom par de. The RSM WOI John Hyde 
appreciated the difficulty and enormity of the task ahead early in the 
year and i ued the order to his SSMs to start preparing and increase 
foot and arm drill training, but not at the expense of other training, 
and to ensure all participants were issued with No 2 Dress-Sig Mark 
Gowdy one of 89 Sig Sqns new recruits became curious he asked his 

S 1: W02 John Mizen if arms drill was a form of PT and is now 
cominced it is! After Pampas records were scoured for suitable drill 
in tructor preparatory training started in earnest in all locations; but 
would it all work out on the day and when everyone paraded together 
at the one and only dress rehearsal prior to the actual parade? On 

unday 13 April the moment of truth arrived as Squadron marching 
contingents as embled at Sutton Coldfield in blustery weather 
conditions; the RSM viewed them with a critical eye whilst the Adjt 
Capt Dave Tarrant and the stand-in parade commander Maj Paul 
Renecle looked on apprehensively as they concentrated on their lines 
and sword drill prior to the commencement of the parade. 

The Padre, Maj Max Lucas, was also in attendance to lend spiritual 
support and ended up collecting a multitude of forage caps that rained 
down from the heavens. After a morning and afternoon rehearsal 
inter paced with numerous drill periods and a tremendous lifelike 
impersonation by the RSM of the Lord Mayor of Birmingham and tbe 
GOCs car, the RSM, despite earlier reservations, was now satisfied 
with the standards achieved and was confident that on the day all five 
Squadrons would work together as a team and produce a performance 
that would be a credit to the Regiment. 

EXERCISE GOLDEN MAIDEN 
As the Regiment prepared for its first field exercise of the new year 

after what seemed like an extended exercise free sabbatical it took a 
little time to shake off the winter cobwebs and emerge out of an 
enforced hibernation. Fortunately during the weekend 21122 March 
as the Regiment moved into familiar and not so familiar locations in 
Staffordshire and Leicestershire a touch of Spring was in the air and 
morale was high. Everyone was anxious to test the equipment and 
start communicating once again. 48 Sqn were determined to be the 
first to establish comms but came unstuck when tbey found the route 
to their fir t location was beset by diversions, much to the annoyance 
of their Sqn Comd, Maj Derek McConnell, who was also anxious to 
set up a portable satellite link to pick up the remnants of the cricket 

Spot the odd one out! A group of our female signallers on their 
first FTX after rebadging. The one with the tash refused to 

rebadge 
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world cup. In the meantime, the Sqn SSM, W02 Brian Hughes took 
the opportunity of marching up and down Bardon Hill for some 
useful freedom parade practice and took time out for a photo 
opportunity with some of 48 Sqn's newly badged female signallers. 
There is, however , no truth in the rumour that he wishes to transfer 
into the AG Corps. 

Meanwhile at an Access Node location close to Twycross Zoo, SSgt 
Charlie Walker assisted by Lt Ian Barnes and Sig Simon Lenton were 
puzzled at their failed attempts to pump up a 12m mast; the RSM 
provided a solution to their problem when he pointed out that the 
mast was still secured by the guy ropes and suggested that perhaps a 
couple of monkeys should relieve them. Shortly after this humorous 
incident an unnamed PSAO visited the location looking for a suitable 
tory for The Wire he was attracted to ome frantic activity around 

an 8/ 12 generator which because of a technical fault had taken Sig Vic 
Hodson some time to power up. His curiosity got the better of him 
when he touched a switch and asked what it did-he immediately 
found out when the generator suddenly stopped. He quite sensibly 
beat a hasty retreat to no doubt create havoc in some other 
unsuspecting location before threats to extinguish his lights were 
carried out! 

PERMANENT STAFF NEWS 
It is acknowledged that the driving force behind an efficient and 

successful TA unit is its permanent staff both military and civilian; 
they spend many hours ensuring that military, trade, equipment and 
admini trative standards are kept at the highest possible level to 
ensure we are kept at the peak of our operational efficiency and we 
are grateful for their efforts. It is only on rare occasions that the 
Permanent Staff get together for a social function and the Mexican 
Night which took place on Friday 13 March was no exception. 

The evening was superbly organised by the Three Amigos SSgt 
(YofS) Jim Large, SSgt Andy Hunt and Sgt Barry Geddis. They 
produced what they claimed to be authentic Mexican cocktails and 
hors doeuvres, followed by a chilli con came and finally a cooling and 
refreshing exotic fruit salad. During this splendid evening £36 was also 
raised for the Children's Ward of the Good Hope Hospital in Sutton 
Coldfield. Sqn PSis and their better halves were seen clearly enjoying 
themselves and more relaxed than usual, this was probably due to the 
relief they felt after completing tbe mammoth task of ACF and CCF 
visits, training assistance and reports against a very tight deadline. 
They are now waiting to see which one of them has won the elusive 
Lucozade Trophy for boundless energy awarded annually by the 
Training Major, Maj Lance Byrne. 

SERGEANTS' MESS 
During the past few months the Sergeants' Mess has seen a number 

of changes in their ranks as well as b~ing an area of good news for 
those who were selected for promotion after the results of the various 
arms boards were promulgated. We start with some new faces and 
welcome the new RQMS W02 Mike Gaffney and SSgt John Williams 
as MT SSgt. A particularly sad farewell was bade to SSgt Trev 
Laughton who leaves the Army after 22 years service. Trev was dined 
out at the Sergeants' Mess 25th Anniversary Dinner and we wish him 
well in his chosen civilian career. We welcomed to the Mess on 
promotion Sgt Richard Harley of 89 Sqn and Sgt Norma Evans who 
is also celebrating her engagement to a Woofer. 

Finally many congratulations are extended to SSgt (YofS) Jim 
Large, SSgt Andy Hunt REME, Sgts Chris Hymas and Dave Little on 
being selected for promotion and to SSgt (now W02) Derek Sharman 
on his promotion and appointment as SSM 89 Sig Sqn. 

EXERCISE SILVER MOB 
On Saturday 11 April the Regiment held its first mobilisation 

exercise in order to test and validate a revised instruction and update 
documentation and other procedures. All members of the Regiment 
realised the importance of this exercise and it achieved an 
extraordinary 95"7o attendance of those currently on strength. To all 
of those who put in the effort to attend, especially on one of the 
warmest Spring days on record, and to reception centre staff, which 
included all civilian admin officers who freely volunteered their 
valuable services, well done! 

AN APOLOGY 
The Regimental Wire note coordinator would like to take this 

opportunity of apologising to W02 (FofS) Iony Jacklin for demoting 
him in the last issue of The Wire and to Capts Mick O'Hare and Ian 
McSherry for getting their former service appointments in the wrong 
order. Humanum est errare. 
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36 Sig Regt (V) 
Ilford 

PERSONALITIES 
co 
Trg Maj 
Adjt Capt Steve Jones, 
(RSM) Tom Perkins. 

Lt Col Douglas McLay 
Maj Steve Jones 

QM Capt (QM) Jim Coffey, RSM WOI 

The Re~iment has now completed the Trade Training Module Year 
with a high rate of passes within all trades subsequently the 
percentage of N.FQs is rapidly. ~ecreasing. Howe~er , due to the hard 
work ?f all Regimental Recrmtmg Staff there are many new recruits 
attendmg the RRTT weekends, followed by attendance at Catterick to 
ensure plentr of students for the next Trade Training Module which 
commences m the Autumn. 

The Officer Training Module has also been completed with 
successes for Lts Mark Smith, Bob Appleton, Mark Kendrew 
Johnathan ~oult and Bee Boss all passing their promotion exams'. 
Congratulations to all! 

A belated ~ongrat1:1lation~ to the Training Major, Maj Steve Jones, 
on the occasion of his mamage to Julie which took place in the New 
Year. 

The Regiment is at present busy preparing the Annual Camp which 
will see us practising our role. 

There was a strong contingent from our ex-WRAC members at the 
Freedom Parade for the 'Farewell of the WRAC' at Guildford and 
from the reports that we have received it was a momentous occasion' 
tinged with sadness. ' 

An Officers' Mess Ladies Dinner Night saw the Dining Out of three 
of the Regiment's Officers. Maj Ken Fickling who has relinquished 
command of HQ Sqn, Maj Alan Bryant who relinquished command 
of 56 Sqn and has 'deserted', in a sense, to join the Pay Branch. He 
has taken over as Paymaster of 39 Sig Regt (V) so he will still have 
some contact with Communications; he may even be called upon to 
help out when short staffed! Capt (PSAO) Bob Thompson leaves 44 
Sqn (V) in J~ly aft~r 12 _Ye,ars with the Regiment and he certainly kept 
us a!l entert~med with his few' words as he recalled his past year! The 
Regiment wishes the best for the future and we will certainly miss you 
all. 

HQ SQUADRON 
PERSONALITIES 
Sqn Comd 
SSM 
PSI W02 Linda Cooper. 

Capt Clive Dawes 
W02 (SSM) Pete Stockwell 

We bid farewell to Maj Ken Fickling on 31 March, he has decided 
tha~. after 12 years in the TA and three years commanding HQ Sqn, 
he 1s ready for a rest. We wish him and Val many happy, free 
weekends! 

We welcome Capt Clive Dawes as temporary Sqn Comd and the 
best of luck at Camp this year. 

Many congratulations to Sgt Carol Bell on her recent promotion, 
the first female promoted to the Sergeants' Mess since transfer to the 
Corps. 

REUNION 
29 February HQ Sqn Officers Mess saw its 2nd Annual Reunion 

~inner. Being the Silver Anniversary of the forming of the Regiment, 
1t was good to see all the past Sqn Comds present (except Maj Sarah 
Maude who, unfortunately, could not make it from North Yorkshire). 
Sgt Pat O'Shea, the longest serving member of the unit, was the 
Barman for the evening, so it really was a gathering of the 'old and 
bold'. 

Many past memories were recounted, at great length, causing much 
hilarity and a good night was had by all. 

54 SIG SQN (V) 
755 Tp has just won the 36 Sig Regt's version of the League and 

Cup Double-the 54 Sqn Golden Mallet Award for Best Troop and 
the East London Royal Signals Association Cup. 

The Troop is often compared to a football team. The 'Manager' 
wh~ does a!l the worrying, Capt Patricia Clegg, as Tp Comd. She is 
hopmg to mclude a smart car, an endless supply of large cigars 
(although she does not smoke) and one of those nice long coats which 
keep you warm on the touchline. 

Sgt Paul Allen took over from SSgt Kevin Barnard-now elevated 
to SSM-is the one who is 'out on the field', giving orders 
encouraging and making the occasional late tackle. ' 

Two 'experienced old pros' leave the TA in May-Sgts Vicky Cross 
and Barrie James. Sgt Cross is very important for morale; her ability 
as a wit and raconteur on exercise is legendary. Sgt James does an 
enormous amount of behind the scenes, as well as being the brains of 
the midfield he also cleans the boots and washes the kit, as it were. 

The awards are the result of a great deal of hard work from all 
Troop members. Well done for an all round effort. 

Welcome to the Corps 
Front Row l to R: Sig Sarah Worley, Sgt Linda May, Sgt Louise Walker, W02 Linda Cooper, Sgt Karen Tindall, Cpl Julie Clarke, 

Cpl Carol Bell 
Middle Row l to R: Sig Debs Harrigan, LCpl Julie Cole, Sgt Rose Izzard, Sgt Helen Macfarlane, Sgt Linda Cooper, LCpl Dawn Allen, 

· Sig Ruth James 
Back Row l to R: Sig Claire Porter, Cpl Sue Kelly, Sig Karen Lord, LCpl Joe Outlaw, Cpl April Mullen, LCpl Karen Lyons, Cpl Nicky Newbitt 
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37 Sig Regt (V) 
Bristol 

PER ON LITI 
CO Lt Col I. H. Thomson TD (V) 
21C Maj . J. Laurence TD (V) 
T.1 Maj R. A. Wannell , Adjt Cspt T. R. Craven, QM Maj W. V. 
Mile, R 1 WOt (R M) J. R. Bathe, CC SSgt F. W. Dawson. 

Op1ion for Change have hit 37 Sig Regt (V) and we will be moving 
our RHQ, HQ Sqn and LAD to Redditch and Coventry during the 
coming year. 

We have formed a Bond f Friendship with 709 (foronto) 
Communication Regt in Canada. The ignatories included the Master 
of Signal , SOinC, Comd 2 Sig Bde and Hon Col of our Regiment and 
\\ ith Hon Col of 709 (foronto) Communications Regt. Copies of the 
Bond of Friend hip document were received by the Commanding 
Officer of both Regiments at a Ceremony in Fort York Armoury in 
Toronto the home of the 709th. Guests of honour were Maj Gen R. 

Chief Warrant Officer S . Kiss of the 709th keeps a watchful eye 
whilst Lt Col Ian Thomson exchanges a few words with one of his 

signallers on parade 

Senior, Colonel Commandant of 709, and Brig Gen D. Banks, 
Commander and Leader of the Communications and Electronics 
Branch of the Canadian Forces Communications Command. The 
present CO and Col Jean Blackwood a former CO of 'J7 Sig Regt (V) 
represented the British contingent. After the official handing over of 
the Bond of Friendship the assembled body of the 709th were 
inspected. The proceedings concluded with an impressive March Past 
to the mu ic of the 709th's own band with Maj Gen Senior taking the 
salute. 

At an informal gathering in the Armoury Canadian communicators 
past and present made CO and Col Blackwood very welcome. 

We are all pleased the long standing association between our two 
Regiments has now been formalised and we look forward to a happy 
and close relationship for many years to come. 

Line up from the Regiments prior to the Ceremony(from left to 
right) Lt Col Jack Lee CO 709 Comms Regt, Lt Col Ian Thomson 
CO 37 Sig Regt (V). Col Jack Cooper Hon Col 709 Comms Regt 

and Col Jean Blackwood former CO 37 Sig Regt (V) 

38 Sig Regt (V) 
Sheffield 

PERSONALITIES 
CO Lt Col R. J. R. West 
2IC Maj D. B. Wing 
Trg Maj Maj W. A. Locke MBE, Adjt Capt J. Hindle, QM Capt K. 
Russell, RSM WOt (RSM) P.H. Grainger, YofS W02 (YofS) J.M. 
Hattersley, RQMS W02 (RQMS) A. Dipple, FofS SSgt (FofS) M. J. 
Hardy, Chief Clerk SSgt (ORQMS) D. Patterson . 

SPRING IS IN THE AIR -
Now that the Winter training is over we look forward to the 

Summer. This year we have two annual camps, in sunny Cyprus where 
Mil training is being carried out, and rainy Longmoor where the first 
week will comprise Mil training and the second week will be a Brigade 
exercise, Ex Bright Fire. 

46 SIGNAL QUADRON (V) 
The last few months have been very busy for the Squadron who 

have been continuing our very successful TCW {Total Concept 
Weekends) with the Regiment. These weekends are a new and exciting 
way of concentrating A3 Trade training at the TIS at Catterick . The 
chance tc trade train, using the modern facilities of the TSS, is much 
appreciated by all Squadron personnel. 

EXERCISE BURNING BRIDGES 
This was a Squadron tactical communications exercise in the field 

and was held at Leek training area on a cold weekend in February. We 
were joined by 10 members of the Army Cadet Force from Leicester 
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led by W02 Ball and Sgt Walton who acted as the enemy very 
successfully on more than one occasion. 

Many training objectives were achieved during this exercise, the 
usual det drills , communication skills, NBC etc but some extra were 
included on the spur of the moment, for example, vehicle retrieval . 
This was led by the Squadron officers. First Lt Steve Lee-Jones 
reversed his minibus into a swamp (to hide it!) and had to be retrieved . 
Not to be outdone Maj Ron Toft and Capt Roy Szulakowski sank 
their minibus into the grenade range, this time, ably rescued by Capt 
Jane Slater. 

An enjoyable weekend despite the mist ! 

SQUADRON DINNER NIGHT 
This was held at Derby on one of the rare free Saturdays the 

Squadron Officers and Senior NCOs sat down to a special dinner to 
dine-.in the new CO Lt Col Bob West and the new RSM WOt (RSM) 
Peter Grainger and to dine out Capt Dave Tomlinson who moved to 
87 Sqn (V) as its new 21C. This was a super dinner enjoyed by both 
messes and their guests. 

CONGRA TULA TIO NS 
Congratulations to Sgt Penny Bums on passing her Bl Tele Op 

Data course at Catterick in fine style. 
Also congratulations to LCpls Dick Ahon, Lisa Fletcher and Jo 

Hartwell on their successful completion of the Detachment 
Commander' s course. Well done to Jo Hartwell on passing out as best 
student on her course. 
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FAREWELLS 
Farewell to Capt Dave Tomlinson who moves to 87 Sqn (V) as 2IC· 

we wish him well in his new appointment. ' 

WELCOME 
Welcome back to Maj Ron Toft after his short break at 87 Sqn (V) 

in Nottingham. 
Als~ a big ~elcome to th~ new recruits Kim Hemy, James 

Hutchinson, Ned Holkham, Michael Burns at Leicester and Martin 
Brady, Tracy Corden, Rachel Russel, Anthony Brady, Tim Barton, 
Martyn Brown, Adam West, Shane Hanson at Derby . 

NEW ARRIVALS 
Finally a big welcome to baby Matthew Westbrook the new son of 

LCpl Karen and Dick Westbrook. 

DEATH 
We report with deep regret the sudden death on 14 March 1992 of 

Sgt Ron Paterson at Strensall camp whilst on training. Our thoughts 
and sympathy go out to his wife J anet and children at this time. Ron 
served for 22 years as a technician in the Corps and anyone who knew 
Ron and would like to contact J anet can do so by contacting Capt 
Cli ff Webb on Chilwell Mil 2676 or 0332 48531 or write to her c/o 46 
Sig Sqn (V) Windmill Hill Lane, Derby DE3 3FJ. 

64 SIGNAL SQUADRON (V) 
64 Sig Sqn welcome Maj Green into the seat of command at 

Sheffield for the next two years. 
The past months have seen several members of the Squadron 

improving their personal and professional skills. Congratulations go 
firstly to Sgt ' Mickey' Rooney for passing his Staff Sergeants 
course-well done. Our commiserations go to Sgt Hilary Horton who 
unfortunately incurred an injury and had to withdraw-we wish her 
a speedy recovery. 

The station football team also excelled by reaching the NE District 
TA Cup final which took place at RAF Topcliffe. Supported by the 
Squadron they played to a 3 al l draw, which then went to a penalty 
shoot out, in which , unluckily, they dropped a shot. A great effort by 
a great team , which consisted of: Sgt Eaglesham, SSgts Hardy, 
Hodges, Cpls Wragg, Owen, Morritt , LCpls Burditt, Bristow, Thorpe 
and Sig Cooper. 

Finally congratulations go to SSgts Swift, Abdulhussein and Mees 
who received the TA Efficiency Medal and SSgt Lomas who received 
the bar to the TA Efficiency Medal. 

87 (NOTTINGHAM) SIGNAL SQUADRON (V) 
PERSONALITIES 
Sqn Comd Maj David Rigley 
2IC Capt David Tomlinson 
PSAO Capt David Shakespeare, SSM W02 (SSM) Mike Piechota , 
SQMS SSgt (SQMS) John Wade, SPS I SSgt John Bincliffe, PSI(T) 
Sgt Mark Daniel. 

SPORTS 
A Squadron team entered the Lincoln Grand Prix and fun run this 

year. The \13 marathon team were Lt Ruth Robinson, SSgt Steve 
Marvin, Sgts Julie Marvin, Carol Lee, Stan Ross, Cpl Mandy Jones, 
LCpls Alistair Mattinson, Sean Roe, Julie Smith, Phil Jones and 
Stuart Nesbitt. The team entered fo r the fun run were Sgt Terry 'TC' 
Freeman, LCpl Lisa Brelsford, Sigs Michelle Dunkley, Jane Evans, 
Tony Harmer and Sue Rushton. Well done to all those who took part 
and congratulations on raising money fo r the British Heart 
Foundation. 

SSgt Steve Marvin produced a personal best recently when_ he r~n 
the Relford Half Marathon with Sgt Stan Ross. They both firushed m 
I hr 50 minutes. Sgt Carol Lee and Sig Patricia Crogan ran in the fun 
run organised on the same say. 

TRAINING . 
The Squadron visited RAF Dig_by where it pra~tised Military Skills. 

A full training programme includrng Bounty Subiects, plus sports was 
supported by a good turnout from the Squadron. 

This training weekend became known as the ' 3 Vt' week en~ when it 
was discovered that the BFf course was overrun! A disco was 
organised on the Saturday night and yet again LCpl Wasim Ahmed 
did a sterling job as disc jockey. , . 

Beckingham ranges were the scene of the Squadron s Selection for 
this year's REGSAAM teams. Places for the team were hotly 
contested and a fine effort was made by all . The weather tried its l;>est 
to disrupt the event with strong winds and rain , but both the males 
and females produced some excellent results. Look out the rest of the 
Regiment. 
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Congratulation to LCpls Julie mith, Alison Dinsdale, LI a 
Brelsford and Sandra Calladine on completing their Detachment 
Commanders' Course. Also to Sgt Stan Ross on completing his SSgt ' 
Course. 

Ex Lion Stepson produced some of the best efforh yet seen from 
those selected to represent the Squadron on the Regimental Exercise 
in Cyprus later this year. So much so that LCpls Sandra Calladine, 
Wasim Ahmed, Stuart Nesbitt and Cpl Georgina Goddard all came 
away with knocks, bruises and injured limbs. The rest of the 
Squadron is hoping that there will be vacancies by the time the troop 
goes to Cyprus and is encouraging SSgt Kevin Gator to continue with 
his punishing training schedule. 

SOCIAL 
Sig Tony Harmer celebrated his 29th birthday at Beckingham 

recently. Happy birthday from 87 Sqn. Sgt Neil Timms has retired 
from the Squadron and the Army. We wish him well for the future. 

The New Year brought with it many changes for the Squadron. In 
early January the Squadron said a fond farewell to Maj Ron Toft who 
has commanded 87 Sqn (V) since last year. Sadly Maj Toft retired 
from the Regiment and the Army in March. The Squadron wished him 
the best of luck in his retirement. 

Maj David Rigley has been appointed as the new Squadron 
Commander, having transferred from Sheffield where he commanded 
64 Sqn (V). Another new appointment is that of Capt David 
Tomlinson who returns to Nottingham from 46 Sqn (V) in Derby. Lt 
Richard Taylor has also returned to 87 Sqn (V) and Nottingham after 
a long spell 'down South ' . Welcome all! 

93 SIGNAL SQUADRON (V) 
In late January the Sqn Comd received a call from the Training 

Major indicating that Ex Winter Deployment 92, involving 209 
Battery Royal Marine Commando Artillery, would be taking place 
from 13 January to 18 March in Norway and Signals personnel were 
required to run the commcen and rear link communications . In 1990 
a similar exercise had taken place and the TA had supplied the 
communications staff. The volunteers included SSgts Gwen Kennedy, 
Diane Feest DEM, LCpls Maggie Lavin, Lisa Breeze and Sig Jane 
Arnold. Both seniors had been on the 1990 exercise so knew what lay 
ahead-lost sleep, long hours, but the challenge of doing the job for 
real. 

SSgt Kennedy led the advance party to set up the basic c_ommcen 
and test the circuits. On completion of the task they assisted the 
Marines in various jobs including the erection of an Sm mast. Whilst 
this may seem old hat to the reader, remember this mean fighting 
machine whose members proudly wear the green beret are experts in 
their field, but not in the field of communications. LCpl Lisa Breez.e 
was seen to push six young Marines to one side and carry out a lesson 
on the finer points of antenna arrays and construction which earned 
her some respect from the marines. 

From left - Sig Jane Arnold, Royal Marine Instructor, LCpl Lisa 
Breeze 

The exercise was based in and around Setnesmoen camp prior to 
moving into the snow fields . As all work and no play makes Jill a dull 
girl , our girls managed to take in the sights (lots of snowy mountains) 
and tackle the ski slopes. Tragically, during the exercise, a snow cat 
trailer overturned killing four Marines and injuring everal others, 
bringing home the message that people can die even when the enemy 
is not involved. 

All too soon it was 1ime to pack up , fly back to Slightly and hand 
in the winter woollies. But once again, if proof i needed, the TA had 
lived up to its name of supporting our regular colleagues when 
required . Roll on Wintc(r Deployment 93. 
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EXERCI E SNOW TRIANGLf' 
by LCpl Marcu Simeoni 

A pany of 12 soldiers from the Regiment were jnvited to take part 
in 22 Sig Regt annual ski exercise in Obersdorf, Southern Germany, 
held in the first half of February . 

They were: Lt Toby Lsnkester, W02 Janet Flowers, SSgt Linda 
Dennis, gts Steve Payne, George Simpson, Cpl Sylvester Hack, 
LCpl Sarah Sacbno, Marcus Simeoni, Sigs Fiona Elder, Judith Evans 
and Anoe-Marie McMillan . 

The party assembled at Worship Street and headed off into the fog. 
To enliven the crossing we devised a sweepstake. The rules were 

simple; if the person you had drawn was the firs t person to miss at 
least a half day's skiing through injury then you won the £12 pot. 
Malingering and self inflicted injury were obviously excluded . Much 
speculation over who would 'cop it' fi rst followed our foggy journey 
to Lippstadt. 

The journey to Obersdorf went smoothly and we arrived at the 
farmhouse at about 1600 hrs on Sunday where we were briefed by the 
permanent staff over a cup of tea. With thls completed, the instructors 
issued boots, skis and li ft passes and we went off to explore our new 
surroundings. The two upper floors of the farmhouse were used for 
accommodation with the basement containing the boot room and 
offices. The ground floor housed the two most important areas, the 
dinfog room and the bar. 

The morning routine started with breakfast at 0730 hrs followed by 
block jobs and transport to the slopes at 0845 hrs. Those of us who had 
not skjed before watched while the intermediate and advanced groups 
were herded off into the gondolas to start their first day's skiing. We, 
however, stayed at the bottom and had the basics explained to us by 
our instructor, Harry . By the end of the day. Harry's patient instruc
tion coaxed the beginners to their first goal; the snowplow turn. 

That night in the bar the conversation consisted of accounts of the 
day's spectacular DOBS (crashes) and near misses. By now we had 
started to get to know the personalities who were to provide us with 
much entertafoment during our stay. 

Perhaps the most prominent were the group of Corporals who 
shared a room with what must have been a poltergeist, as at regular 
intervals their room was mysteriously trashed, Zippo, Andy, Oddy 
and Mad Dog were also responsible for some high jinks of their own 
later in the course. 

Skjfog continued without incident until Thursday when we had a 
winner for our sweepstake. Sig Fiona Elder managed to do a 
headplant of enormous proportions and ended up with concussion . 
She was detafoed for observation at the local hospital but was soon 
released, much to our relief. 

With our first week completed, Saturday brought other skiers to the 
slopes, en masse. Alternative activities were arranged as instruction 
was impossible with so many people around. 

Throughout the course a system for punishing heinous crimes such 
as running over the instructor's skis, swearing and tiling it out on 
other class members was in operation. These crimes carried a fine of 
50 pfenrugs and went into the jar to be 'drunk' at the end of course 
party. -

All too soon it was Thursday of our second week and time for the 
party. Unbeknown to Zippo and our very own Snow Queen, SSgt 
Linda Dennis, some special entertainment had been arranged. 
Halfway through the evening we were called into the dirung room 
where a large sheet had been draped over a chair on a table. In front 
of this were two chairs and Zippo was made to sit on one while Mad 
Dog, a qualified yacht skipper, stood to one side holding a Bible. 
Everyone was confused as to what was about to happen when, from 
outside, strains of 'Here comes the Bride' could be heard. Half the 
crowd joined in while the other half restrained Zippo . Linda had been 
transformed into a blushing bride by the skilful use of white sheets, 
a towel and some safety pins and sat down next to Zippe. The 
ceremony began with Mad Dog setting the scene, 'It was a dark and 
stormy rught . . . ' With these words the happy couple were dowsed 
with water thrown from behind the sheets. 

Mad Dog continued with many references to the dark and stormy 
night until the couple were pronounced 'man and wife' . What Linda 
didn't know was that if the ceremony had taken place at sea it might 
have been legal and binding. 

The next day, our last skiing day, a Slalom Race had been organised 
with all members of the course competing for the honours. This was 
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39 Sig Regt (SC) (V) 
Chelsea 

great fun and an opportunity for us to show how much we had learned 
over the preceding two weeks. It was with much sadness that we left 
the slopes to head back to the farmhouse for the certificate 
presentations. 

As we drove back to Lippstadt, after the clear-up, we reflected upon 
the great hospitality we had been shown by WOl Peter Reynolds and 
the other members of 22 Sig Regt throughout our stay. On the way 
back to England the next day we were all dreaming of snow and 
wishing that we could go back to the mountains instead of going 
home. We even started planning our own trip for next season, and, 
with any luck, turning it into an annual adventure training exercise. 
Dreaming? 

HQ SQUADRON 
HQ Sqn, resurrected after a four year period of ghosting as part 

of 1 Sqn, was brought to life in August 1991 and like an abandoned 
baby, quickly learned the art of survival. Changes were made, 
appointments fi lled and roles tasked . 

PERSONALITIES 
Sqn Comd Capt Paul Willmott 
2IC Lt Nicky Read 
PSAO HQ/Fany Capt Alex Leitch , P roject Officer/PSAO Des Capt 
Harry Meekings, RQMS (R) W02 (RQMS) Lee Hodds, RQMS (TA) 
W02 (RQMS) Derrick Ellen , SSM SSgt Pauline Quince, SQMS 
(NRPS) SSgt (SQMS) Jim McGovern , PSI Tech Sgt Garry Exton, PSI 
MT Sgt Ray Webb, PSI Stores Acct Sgt Gary Davey . 

ARRIVALS 
From 3 Sqn: Capt Harry Meekings, Lt Nicky Read, Sgt Tony 

Mather, Cpl Tony Marten and Sig Steven Cocks. From 144 (Para) Fd 
Amb: Capt Stephen Hughes. From 4 Div HQ and Sig Regt: Sgt Gary 
Davey . 

PROMOTIONS 
Congratulations to the following on their promotions: Maj 

Southall, Sgt Tony Wells, Cpls Steve Bland, Liz Jenkins, Colin Sene, 
Andrew Collins REME, LCpls Compton Hodge REME, Sonia 
Reynolds ACC, Donna Rayment and Dave Missel. 

AWARDS 
Congratulations to SSgt Quince on her award of the Lord Lieuten

ant's Certificate for Greater London fo r her long and continued 
service to the Regiment and the Territorial Army. 

Congratulations to Sgt Eldridge on his award of the Territorial 
Efficiency Medal. 

SSgt Pauline Quince receiving her award from Field Marshal The 
Lord Bramall 
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TRAINING 
HQ_ S_qn was plunged into the role of supporting the Regiment on 

its trammg c~mps an? exercises, designing 'On the Job' SOPs to fill 
each de?'landmg requirement of which none seemed to be the ame
everyt~mg ~ould go back to the drawing board- discussions held and 
expertise g~med . . ~ow the Squadron has increased its knowledge and 
developed its .efficiency to the happy state of anticipating problems 
before they anse: All members of HQ Sqn have pride in the work they 
do and no task !S _beyond their enthusiastic efforts. 

Squadron. ~rammg weekends have been designed to involve all 
~spects o~ m1htary, trade and deployment skills, in which every soldier 
1s ~e~sed m the three Cs-~om~s, Cam and comfort. Our view-that 
tra1m11:g should be fun , 1s _Paymg very good dividends with a full 
commitment from our soldiers. 

EXERCISE MUD BATH 
Report by Sgt Tony Wells 

The day started with Sgt Ray Webb the MT PSI briefing all the 
.~quadro11: personnel on the pui;-p~se. of good driving-a very good 
introduction I thought-road d1sc1phne, safe driving and being very 
aware of .other road users. There the dream ended as we were 
convoyed into the cross country training area at Longmoor Training 
Camp. 

A moonscape of rugged hills, dirt tracks and seas of mud greeted 
our eyes-and our ears were lulled by the dulcet tones of the 
instru~tors sayill:g 'this is the easy part' -we performed our given 
tasks m many different ways, Cpl Sene our para trained driver ED 
now ~nows that a Be~ford MJ can get airborne too, LCpl Perry 
negotiated the slopes With an aplomb that was quickly shattered when 
'grounding' put the brakes on his flatbed, but didn't tell him-he is 
proudly displaying his bruises to anyone silly enough to enquire after 
his health. SSgt Pauline 'Flatnose' Quince gave a very close inspection 
of a Bedford windscreen, yes it is laminated . 

Our intrepid instructor and overseer Sgt Ray Webb gave a practical 
demonstration on how to appro'lch a stalled vehicle when it is situated 

VISIT OF THE SOinC 

... m .. .. w., 
The Signal Officer in Chief, Maj Gen R. F. L. Cook paid his 

farewell visit to the Regiment at Clonaver Park TAC on Tuesday 3 
March. 

The General arrived at 2130 hrs and was welcomed by the CO, Lt 
Col Ian Strong and the RSM, WOI (RSM) G. E. Cook, he toured the 
Regiment on its evening training activities which included recruit and 
trade training, vehicle preparation for exercise, Technical Workshops, 
LAD and a Mobex P ractice. 

Then had a farewell drink with the WOs and SNCOs in the Sgts 
Mess and departed at 2300 hrs after having supper with the 
Regimental Officers. 

The SOinC chats to Sqn Comd LAD , Lt Victor Beggs and Sgt Billy 
Ford 
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Sgt Ray Webb in action 

in a very wet muddy hole-in order to attach a tow chain-carefully, 
he wasn't. Dry cleaning bills are high in his house this week. 

At the end of the day's training, a happy, tired bunch of warriors 
undauntingly washed down and buffed all the vehicles back into a 
recognisable state, thrilled and full of chatter on how well the day had 
gone. The untried members listening to our 'greater than thou ' tales 
will have to wait for the next Squadron driving trairung weekend to 
prove themselves. 

40 Sig Regt (V) 
Belfast 

ARRIVALS AND DEPARTURES 
Fond farewells are extended to our Trairung Major, Maj Jack 

Amberton who goes to sunny Blandford, we wish him and Val all the 
best in the future, also to the QM(V) Maj Joe Mitchell who retires 
from the TA after 33 years service, all the very best to him and Joan 
for the future . 

A warm welcome to the new TM, Maj Ron Chisholm. We wish 
Marion and him a happy tour with the Regiment. 

The CO receives a g ift for the Mess from Maj Joe Mitchell on his 
dining out 
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RE-B D l '.'11 P RADE 
During a Regimental Parade held on unday 5 April the CO Lt Col 

I a trong pre ented 30 member of the WRAC with new badge and 
beret • Th WRAC element paraded under Maj C11rol Twinem, HQ 
Sqn Comd and a celebratory drink was taken immediately after the 
parade. 

WRAC re-badging, the CO presents a new badge and beret to LCpl 
Heather Johnson at the re-badging parade 

EXERCISE ROADMASTER 92 
A crew from 40 Sig Regt (V) won both the TA Trophy and the 

Royal Signals Cup on Ex Roadmaster this year. The second year 
running that the Regiment has won these trophies. 

Ex Roadmaster, the Army Driving Championships, is run in the 
form of a competitive motor sport event which tests driving skill, 
accurate navigation ability and vehicle preparation. 

In total the Regiment had three crews competing, one in each of the 
classes of expert, novice and beginner. Within the expert class the crew 
of Capt Robert Kelly and Cpl Nick Hanna had a number of obstacles 
to cover before the event even started. Since their landrover had been 
prepared to take part in the Scottish International Rally it had certain 
additional features such as bucket seats, Avonmaster tyres, tripmeter, 
small steering wheel and other safety devices fitted . These extra 
features did not go down too well with some of the other expert crews 
taking part. Competition at this level can be both fierce and dirty as 
formal complaints were made to the organisers from a number of 
crews, about the 'extras ' on our vehicle. 

After some negotiating and quick equipment transfers, with our 
beginners crew of Sgt Derek Irvine and Cpl Billy Herridge ending up 
with a small steering wheel and bucket seats, we were able to satisfy 
the organisers that the expert class vehicle complied with the BAMA 
regulations. 

The exercise itself had three competitive phases and after pre-event 
administration and the strict vehicle scrutineering, the 130 competing 
crl"ws set off on the first of these. 

The fir t phase, on the Friday night, being a I 20 mile off-road night 
navigation stage. While little separated the first 20 vehicles, the first 
part claimed quite a number of casualities. One of our own landrovers 
with the novice crew of Sgt Moates and Sig Harvey, rolled on a bad 
corner in heavy fog, however they were able to right it, after taking 
photographs, with the help of other crews and eventually finished this 
stage. 

The econd phase held on Saturday was divided into three sections. 
The first ection being a trials stage in which crews had to complete 
a marked and very difficult trials course with a specified time. This 
was made exceptionally difficult when somebody ran over a marker 
board. This was followed by an auto test involving manoeuvering at 
speed over a fixed course. There were some accurate and some not so 
accurate hand brake turns. 

' Phew' thank goodness for that, it's only two feet deep 

Not everyone enjoyed the final section of this phase of the 
championship when crews had to find controls on an orienteering 
course set in a large forest. There were landrovers everywhere. 

After this crews were able to get a couple of hours sleep before the 
start of the final 140 mile night navigation stage held through 
Saturday night and Sunday morning. 

With 130 crews taking part, competition was both fierce and close 
especially for the coveted TA trophy. Despite the competition and 
some sabotage the Regiment's Expert crew won the TA trophy, the 
Royal Signals Cup and the 2nd mixed team award. 

Thanks must be given to our CO Lt Col Ian Strong for allowing us 
to take part and for promising four bottles of champagne if we won 
the TA trophy. In recognition of their support thanks must also be 
given to the MT section of the Regiment, especially the MTWO WOl 
Logan for both preparation of the vehicles before events and 
'damage' repair afterwards. 

In conclusion it was a very successful championship for the 
Regiment but as they say 'it's all in a weekend". 

Don't be disappointed!! 

COPY MUST BE RECEIVED 
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71 Sig Regt (V) 
Bexleyheath 

REGIMENTAL SPORTS 
After. a period of hibe~natio_n (the 265 (KCL Y) Sig Sqn football 

team bemg our only sporting triumph) the Regiment has now started 
on its way back into the field of competition with the following 
successes: 

Winner South Eastern District Ladies Orienteering Individual Lt 
Heather Bobby of 94 (BY) Sig Sqn. 

Winner London District Ladies Cross Country Individual Cpl Liz 
Dutton of 68 (IC&CY) Sig Sqn. 

REG_IMENTAL RUNNING T~AM (PHOENIX PHANTOMS) 
With each Squadroi;t s~ppor~mg the ~egiment in providing running 

teams for all e_ven~s w1thm their respective areas, the regimental team 
have won their first event as guest runners in the Eastern District 
Cross Country Championships. Also well placed was the team from 
70 (EY) Sig Sqn. 

This we hope is the start of a good year on the Sporting scene. 

Regimental Cross Country Team Phoenix Phantoms 
Eastern District Guest Team Winners 

Back row: SSgt Bill Murphy, LCpl Sean Spackman, Cpl Liz Dutton 
and Mr Paul March 

Front row: Vol Jason Leigh, W01 (RSM) Alun Parry, Lt David 
Turner and Daisy the dog 

70 (EV) Signal Squadron Cross Country Team 
Sigs Smith, Ginn , Farn, LCpl Woods, Sgt Fidgeon and Sig Keown 
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265 (KCL Y) SIG SQN 
SMALL BORE SHOOTING TEAM 

This year the small bore shooting club had its first major success. 
In February the 'A' Team took part in the London District Final of 
the ARA match 118 at Chelsea Barracks. They beat the London 
UOTC, who have won the trophy for several years, by five points. 
fhis achievement meant that the team had the honour of representing 
London District in the Inter Unit UK Championships at Bordon on 
Saturday 28 March. The competition was intense. Our team managed 
to hold onto 2nd place for four out of the eight rounds but were 
eventually beaten by superior shooting and finally finished a 
creditable fifth. The clubs best individual shot, Sgt Julie Barton, took 
part in the TARA Individual Championships and was selected to fire 
for the TA Team in the Inter Services Match against the RNA. 

265 (KCL Y) Signal Squadron 
Shooting Team 

London District Smallbore Winners 
W01 (RSM) Parry , W02 (OMS!) Suddens, Sgt Moulten-Treadwell 

and Sgt Barton 
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News from Squa_drons 

1 Inf Bde HQ and Sig Sqn 
(215 Sig Sqn) 

Tidworth 

PER 0 ALITIES 
Sqn Comd Maj J.P. McD Couhhard 
2JC Capt L. D. Mccourt 
Adjt Maj . C. Firbank LI, Tfc Offr Capt D. I. Gilchrist, QM Capt 
J. W. Homby, A Tp Comd SSgt A. Sampson, B Tp Comd 2Lt A. 
Shannan, C Tp Comd Capt M. J. Prodger, TCO Capt M. Matthews 
RCT, RSM WOt (RSM) R. Taylor, FofS W02 (FofS) S. P. Kassim, 
YofS W02 (YofS) K. J. Glasby, RQMS W02 (RQMS) D. J. Faherty, 
Trg YofS SSgt (YofS) A. R. Campbell, Chief Clerk SSgt (ORSQMS) 
P. treet. 

The Squadron is going through a transitional period, backloading 
our Bruin equipment and preparing for the arrival of Ptarmigan and 
tracked vehicles for our new mechanised role. 

HQ UKMF PATROL COMPETITION 
Twenty five teams from the Tidworth area entered the UKMF 

Patrol Competition-a three day test including 20 stands and a 15 mile 
March and Shoot. Capt Martin 'Bertie' Prodger led a 12 man team of 
truckies, fixers, chunkies and bleeps from the Squadron against well 
motivated and well equipped Infantry and Regimental teams who had 
been training for months . There is not the space here to pull up a 
sandbag and swing the old lantern. But, suffice it to say, everybody 
pulled together and produced three days of incredible effort. Freezing 
cold river crossings, fiz, assault courses, fiz, cannonball runs, fiz and 
even more fiz could not dampen our enthusiasm. The team came fifth. 
We were the Minor Unit winners and beat all but 2 of the 13 Infantry 
teams. The Boss was ecstatic and the reward was-another patrol 
competition but, at least, this one is going to be in Switzerland! 

The start of the stretcher race 

EXERCISE WYVEIUll CHAMONlX 
From 24 January to 8 February, 15 members of the Squadron took 

part in a skiing expedition to Chamonix, France. The aim was to 
introduce soldiers to Nordic and Alpine skiing. The aim was achieved 
as were a few others that the party conceived during the exercise. 

Highlights of the expedition were: 
Capt Lawrence McCourt introducing the party to numerous 

unknown French villages during day one. 
Sgt Nobby Nevill drinking a liquid substance which did not contain 

alcohol. 
Sgt Chris Middleton's lectures to the group on Battleshock and the 

Malayan Emergency (never give a SNCO a JOTES II pamphlet) . 
Cpl Dutch Holland and his time/activity appreciation: 24 hours 

travelling, 12 hours sleep, 2 hours skiing, three hours hospital, and 
finally 144 hours resting! 

An !most identical appreciation was also made by Pte 'one arm 
chef' Richie Reece. 

Sig (now LCpl) George Cowan's and Cfn Andy Wooler's lasting 
relationships with their Dundee friends . 

Other highlights will remain a close guarded secret, although it is 
possible to divulge the remaining compo~ition of the party. SSgt Alex 

ampson, Cpl Slmmo Simpson, LCpl Kev Walker, Sigs Paul Gardner, 
George Cullen, Tony Inman, Adam Barker and Will O'Leary. 
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CADRE COURSE 
The Signalman/ Private Soldier Cadre took place from 1-8 April. 

In-barracks organisation was left to Sgt Nobby Nevill with Capt 
Lawrence Mccourt concentrating on the field exercise. The Cadre 
course placed emphasis on testing initiative, leadership and powers of 
expre sion. The course was a complete success, and the 12 soldiers 
concerned worked extremely hard . Prizes were awarded for a number 
of achievements: Best Student-Sig Skimmins; Best Shot-Sig 
Newton; Best Exam Results-Sig (now LCpl) Touhey; Best Improved 
Student-Sig Wood. 

The prize giving was an extra special occasion, when the Squadron 
Commander, Maj John Coulthard announced that the following 
members of the course were to be promoted to LCpl: Sigs Skimmins, 
Hinton and Touhey, these incidentially finished first, second and third 
respectively. 

The seniors attempting to work out if Sgt Nobby Nevill's nose in 
the foreground, is bigger than Mount Blanc in the background! 

SPORTS ROUND-UP 
HOCKEY 

The team started well by winning most of our league matches . After 
some hard fought matches in the SWDist Minor Units Competition, 
we eventually qualified for the final against CVD Ashchurch. The 
final was played in Aldershot and the Squadron won quite 
convincingly 4-1. This meant that we had now qualified for the 
quarter-final of the Army Minor Units Cup. Despite an excellent 
performance by our goalkeeper-Cpl Gaz Steel, we lost to Depot 
Queens Div 5-2. 

There has recently been a lot of changes in the hockey team. Player
manager is Sgt Wendy 'Philadelphia' Lavis, the Team Captain is Cpl 
Tom 'The Divot' Fraser and a host of new talent including Keeper Sig 
Gav 'The Cat' Martin. Congratulations to Cpls Robbo Robson and 
Wilf Kempton, who received their Squadron Colours. Well done to 
Cpl Tom Fraser and LCpl George Evans on being selected to represent 
the Corps. 

Congratulations are also due to Cpl Bru Baker, who received 
Sportsman of the Year Award , he has now been posted and will be 
sorely missed by the hockey team. 

'We now come to the end of a very enjoyable season, and look 
forward to next year when we hope to increase our silver collection. 

SQUASH 
The team have had an excellent season, we came first in the SWDist 

League II, and came runners-up in the SWDist Minor Units KO 
Competition , losing to SWW Netheravon 3- 2. 

The team, ably led by W02 (YofS) Keith Glasby, consisted of the 
following players: WOt (RSM) Bob Taylor, W02 (RQMS) Des 
Faherty, W02 (FofS) Syd Kassim, Sgts Neil Coatsworth, Stevie 
Coombes and Cpl Nige Arbury. Player of the Season was awarded to 
Sgt Stevie Coombs for his excellent record. 
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5 AB Bde HQ and Sig Sqn 
(216 Para) 
Aldershot 

PERSONALITIES 
Sqn Comd Maj I. Foxley 
2IC Capt R. P. Wilson 
RSM WOl (RSM) Billy Haslam, AO Capt John Aspinall MBE Ops 
Offr Capt Rob Meinertzhagen, FofS W02 (FofS) Lee Wookey DEM 
YofS W02 (YofS) Kenny Sir, CC SSgt John Richards. ' 

EXERCISE SPARTAN HIKE 
by SSgt Eddie Grattidge DEM 

The Squadron Ski Team departed for Austria in the New Year 
determined to once again achieve good results and at the same time 
have a good time. 

The Downhill T~am con.sisting of Capt John Gilbert, Capt Ian 
Du~ca.n, SSgt Eddie Grat_hdge, L<;pl Pa~I Springett and Sig Gaz 
Christle were runners-up m the mmor units competition and 10th 
overall , coming first in the Slalom competition and second in the 
Downhill. The Giant Slalom is not worth mentioning suffice to say 
we finished. ' 

The team missed the skills of Capt Ian Duncan who decided to test 
his airborne skills on a downhill training run which resulted in a 
broken shoulder and a quick flight home. 

The Langlauf Team consisting of Lt Fred Wichelo, Sgt Chas 
Chesters, Cpl Dave Kennedy, LCpls Mo Morris and Scottie Scot, 
despite only a week's training and a great deal of inexperience, were 
runners-up in the minor units competition, a very creditable result and 
one they hope to improve on. 

Overall the Unit achieved first in the Combined Competition; next 
year we'll be going for the hat trick. 

UKLF MINOR UNITS BOXING FINALS 
by Capt Mike Rogers 

The Army Boxing Centre provided the setting for the 1992 UKLF 
Minor Units Novice Grade 3 Team Championships between 216 
(Parachute) Sig Sqn and 59 Independent Cdo Sqn Royal Engrs. 

At the half time interval the Signal Squadron were 3-1 down . Cpl 
Spense Cave at featherweight and Sig Andy Taylor at lightweight had 
both lost spirited battles against more experienced opponents, whilst 
the desperately unlucky LCpl 'Scotty' Scott fighting at light 
middleweight, totally outclassed Spr Lee for 95 per cent of the bout , 
but was caught with a superb right hook from his opponent, which 
ended the fight literally seconds before the final bell. 

The Signal Squadron's only first half success came in the form of 
a majority verdict for the pugnacious Cpl 'Bo' Rohanna who dug deep 
into rus reserves of fitness and courage to defeat the technically 
superior Spr Stuart at light welterweight. 

After the break LCpl Mick Brown fought Spr Crumplin at 
middleweight in the most entertaining bout of the evening; LCpl 
Brown's skill eventually overcoming the awesome strength of his 
opponent who had taken five standing counts. 

At light heavyweight Sig Dave Vakalala produced the performance 
of the evening as he humiliated his opponent, Spr Peters, with three 
first minute knock downs, all as a result of stunning left jabs. As the 
referee stopped the contest the audience were left to ponder the 
consequence of a Vakalala unseen right hook! 

In the final bout, at welterweight, Sig Tez Blakely displayed some 
fine pugilistic skills before finally succumbing to the 'windmill' 
technique of his experienced opponent LCpl Phillips. This tipped the 
balance in the Engineer's favour and thus 59 Independent Cdo Sqn 
Royal Engrs lifted the trophy for 1992. 

EXERCISE JUMPING JACK 
by SSgt Fred Hutchinson 

At the beginning of February 21 members of the Squadron were 
fortunate enough to be invited to America as guests of 914 Comms 
Sqn, part of the 914 Tactical Airlift Bde, based at Niagara Falls. The 
idea of the exercise was primarily to carry out three days parachuting 
culminating in the award of the American wings and secondly to see 
the sights of America. 

On arrival at Dulles Airport we spent the next three hours searching 
for our freight. Finally we left the airport led by the Sqn Comd Maj 
'Pathfinder' Ian Foxley. However, there was an unscheduled change 
of route and we were able to take in the sights of Washington and, 
just in case we missed it the first time, we went past the White House 
twice. 

We arrived at our destination, Niagara Falls, and after. being 
introduced to the Sqn Comd we were let loose on the town forging 
new friendships as we went along. 
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It was soon confirmed that the parachuting was cancelled so the Sqn 
Comd quickly organised a skiing expedition which proved to be very 
enjoyable especially for Cpls Billy Dilkes, Andy Scott and Tam Ewart 
who were led to believe that a Black Run was a gentle slope for 
beginners, they soon discovered this was not so. We also had some 
excellent training on foreign weapons and the mortar where the Sqn 
Comd excelled with his aiming techniques. Another highlight was a 
visit to Hamilton, Canada where we were hosted by the local Signal 
Unit and the Hamilton Airborne Branch, many of whom had taken 
part in Op Marketgarden and the Rhine Crossing. 

We were dined out in the Niagara Conference Centre where SSgt 
Nick Nielsen was introduced to the 'Grog Bowl' a tradition he's 
hoping to start within the Brigade. 

ALPHA TROOP 
Tp Comd Capt Fred Wichelo 
Tp SSgt SSgt Eddie Grattidge BEM 

Ex Trombone Blower, a communication exercise, saw the Troop 
deployed in all four corners of the country with sites in Dundee, York, 
Maidstone, Newquay and Brawdy. Sgt Dougie Craig the Tp Sgt was 
in charge of the Dundee detachment and seized the opportunity to give 
an Airborne recruiting lecture to the Dundee OTC who showed great 
interest in our airborne role. Ex Hardfall gave LCpl Richie Long and 
Sig Steve Baigent a chance to take part in the annual AMF(L) exercise 
in Norway with 249 Sig Sqn. Our thanks go to 249 Sig Sqn for the 
hospitality shown to the lads during their stay and in return 
applications to join 216 Para will soon be on their way. 

In mid March 20 members of the Troop took part in Op Havoc, an 
exercise designed to test the 5kills of those taking part in keeping a 
mock ship afloat. On the first simulated attacks on the ships all the 
hard work proved to be in vain after losing the water pump into the 
murky depths and the ship sank . However, on the second attack the 
lads held their own and, despite efforts by the Navy to make the job 
more difficult with a belated air attack, we believe we were still able 
to stay afloat. Another good exercise enjoyed by all. 

Finally congratulations to our Tp Comd Capt Fred Wichelo on his 
recent promotion. 

BRAVO TROOP 
Tp Comd Capt Mike Rogers 
Tp SSgt SSgt Fred Hutchinson 

The Troop bids an emotional farewell to Sig Andy Gardiner who 
leaves to enter civvy street, he will be sorely missed by everyone and 
Squadron functions will not be the same without him. Congratul
ations go to Sig Peel on successfully passing 'P' Coy at his first 
attempt and commiserations to Sig 'No 23' Goddard of Cutting Edge 
fame. We would also like to welcome Sig Andy Taylor, Gunny 
Guntrip and Robbo Robinson and wish them good luck on their 
future 'P' Coy also to LCpl 'Foggy' Fogg who is to attempt his first 
'P' Coy in five years. 

The Troop has been through a rather hectic period with members 
deployed to all corners of the Globe. Cpl 'Murph' Murphy deployed 
with 2 Para on Ex Diamond Cutter to Botswana, SSgt Fred 
_Hutchinson, LCpls Mick Brown and 'Mounty' Mount to America 
and LCpl Hugo De-Burgh to Kenya. 

Congratulations go to LCpl Hugo De-Burgh for his recent success 
in achieving top student on his RSDCC and to LCpl Paul Springett 
on gaining fourth place. 

The Troop's sporting activities have been no less busy with Cpl 
'Iggy' Gratrick and Cpl 'Bo' Bohaoa taking part in the Squadron 
boxing team and Cpl Dave Kennedy, LCpl 'Foggy' Fogg and Cpl 
'Murph' Murphy supporting the rugby team. 

'Q' TROOP 
QM Maj Fred Bancroft 
RQMS W02 (RQMS) Steve Clarke 
SQMS SSgt (SQMS) Dave Greaves. 

During the past two months we have bid farewell to Sgt Pete Alden 
and his wife Lynne posted to the Army Apprentices' College, 
Harrogate and to Cpl Steve Lynch who joins 264 Sig Sqn. As is 
normal for every two posted out there is only one posted in and we 
bid a warm welcome to Sgt Graham Smith and his wife Lynn and hope 
their tour with the Squadron will be a happy one. 

Congratulations go to Cpl Les Tobbell and his wife Lynn on the 
birth of their daughter Charlotte and on lus recent achievement on 
passing 'P' Coy and being awarded best overall student. 
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19 Inf Bde HQ and Sig Sqn 
(209) 

QM DEPT 
Jnvol\'ement in JOTE (Officer Tg), tudy days, adventure 

training and chool vi it ha kept u busy and left the R&I tore more 
like a warehouse. Cpl Pete Morgan had been branded Lenny 
lightweight whilst Cpl Mac MacDonald has declared devolution in 
tore 7. 

Farewell go to W02 (RQM ) Les Jackson who ha completed 22 
glorious years and now gain a commi sion as a cadet officer in civvy 
treet. Also LCpl Bill)' Scarff leave to become a member of the 

constabulary and Sig 'Del Boy' Brindley leaves to join 'SOS NO 
TS'. 

TM TROOP 
RRI ALS 
Hello to gt Fred Thompson our new Tp Sgt who arrived on 

resettlement, or o he says and Sgt Jim Hook both from 8 Sig Regt. 
We al o ay hello to our two new 'baby' techs LCpl Davidson and Sig 
Weaver. 'Ii elcome. We hope you enjoy your time in the Squadron. 

ONE OF THE RECORD 
'Are you any good at orienteering, Sgt Hook?' asked the 21C 

recently. • ot too bad, Sir,' came the reply, trying not to commit 
himself too quickly. 'Good. You can organise a team for the £Dist 
Championships.' Strangely enough it wasn't hard to find a team-TM 
Tp compt:ted en masse. Thank you Foreman. 

By 1345 hrs on that very same day, the whole team, bar LCpl 
Davidson, had fini hed-even W02 Gi Whiteford was there. Twenty 
minutes later his nearest rival 'Alfie' turned up. Back at the shack, 
Tony Weaver found out what a slab was. 

0 CAR TROOP 
In February the Troop deployed on Ex Green Gage, assisting the 

Intelligence Corps. Everyone found it an eye opener. 
This was followed one week later by Ex Panthers Practice; a two 

day Comms exercise using NVlS HF and incorporating the 
deployment and movement of the Squadron's Rebro's b(tween 
Colchester and Stanford Training Area. 

There is no rest for the wicked, and shortly afterwards the 
Squadron deployed to Canerick on BBGT with the Brigade Staff. Mid 
February, well we all know about Panther's Pursuit! 

FAREWELLS/ARRIVALS 
The Troop says farewell and good luck in the future to: Cpl Tubb 

on leaving the Army; Cpl Angove and family on posting to I ADSR 
and LCpl Evans and family on leaving the Army. We would also like 
to congratulate LCpl Mayell and Sig Wright both of whom will be 
promoted on posting to EOD duties and 7 Sig Regt respectively. 

The Troop also wishes to welcome Cpl Pendrich and family, Cpls 
Giffen, Foster and family, LCpls Brown and McConnell all from N 
Troop, just a few yards down the corridor. 

In addition there are a few new arrivals from further afield LCpl 
Ruddin and family, LCpls Buzzard, Randall, Howe, Sigs Bagnall, 
Ryan, Madie and Brightwell . Welcome and good luck! We hope you 
all enjoy your tour. 

TROOP 
EXERCISE PANTHER P RS IT 

An arduous military training exercise in Wales designed to practise 
navigation and build stamina whilst encouraging leadership in the 
J CO's. The groups arrived Sunday evening and were unceremoni
ously pushed on to the hills with the prospect of several long nights 
and days ahead of them. Four days later, with the orienteering, 
command and endurance phases behind them the numbers had 
dwindled from 56 to 11 ! The 11 included the winning team: Cpl 
'Robbo' Robin on, igs King, Dave Harding and 'Jenks' Jenkinson, 
all from Troop. A special mention also goes to Sig 'Badge' Badger 
who kept Group 3 on the map as their only finisher. Well done to you 
all. Some, it is believed, are only just recovering. 

COMING AND GOI G A D CONGRATULATION 
Farewells to Cpl 'Taff' Smith off to 602 Sig Tp. Congratulations to 

LCpl ( oon to be Cpl) 'Spike' Watts, off to 15 Sig Regt. A special 
mention for LCpl 'Knocker' Bennett who has been busy getting his 
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Colchester 

second, getting posted to I ADSR and congratulations to him and his 
wife on the birth of their son. 

Also, welcome again to Capt ' Rimmer' Picknell and when is the 
hologram finally going to stop being Des the 21C? Here today, gone 
tomorrow. Here tomorrow gone today. 

A proper hello this time to Cpl Wooding, hope you enjoy your stay. 
Well done Cpl 'Bear' Convery on the promotion. Finally to Des the 

Tp SSgt who enters the secret society of Warrant Officers. In his case 
this requires a move to Oxford UOTC. Don' t worry, we'll give you 
another goodbye just before you leave. 

FINALLY 
We shall not be allowed to forget 6 April, the day that Cpl Billy 

Brunton and Sig Pinky Pink passed their BFT's. 

EASTERN DISTRICT CROSS COUNTRY LEAGUE 
By the time the season came to a close W02 (YofS) Little had it all 

to do. A win in the eighth race was all that was required to assure him 
of second overall. It seemed an easy task especially since he was to set 
the course. It was however not to be and as he turned the final bend 
to meet the marker he had supposedly positioned. The truth dawned. 
There was no marker. The Yeoman stopped, put his arms in the 
appropriate position and waited for the runners to pass him, one by 
one. 

Fortunately he had a chance to redeem himself-the Brigade Sports 
Week. Again in the lead, a wrong turn and the Yeoman had turned 
a 6 mile race into a 2.5 mile stroll. 

When others would have given up, he continued to strive for new 
goals, this time in orienteering. The venue: The Brigade Sports Week. 
The requirement: anything. The results: 15 minutes running in the 
wrong direction with compass in hand. The way forward: A mystery. 

However the following runners do deserve credit on a well fought 
season: Sgt Jim Hook, Cpls George Hume, Pete Morgan, Mac 
McDonald and Sig Dave Harding. 

Eastern District Cross Country Runners Up 
Back Row: W01 (SSM) Dave Collier RAOC, W01 Steve Addley 

ACC. Capt Chris Leadbetter ACC 
Front Row: Cpl Pete Morgan, Cpl George Hume, W02 (YofS) Stu 

Little 

THE WIRE, JUNE 1992 

J 210 (24 Airmob Bde) Sig Sqn 
Catterick 

CCX 
o:at•o 

PERSONALITIES 
Sqn Comd Maj Graham Leach 
ZIC Capt Paul Peel 
AO/Sp Tp Comd Capt Dave Marsden, Comms Tp Comd 2Lt Richard 
Deans, SSM W02 (SSM) Dave Wilson, YofS W02 (YofS) Granville 
Yeomans, FofS SSgt (FofS) Iain McNelly, SQMS SSgt Jim 
Monkman, ORSQMS SSgt Brian Durlik. 

ARRIVALS/FAREWELLS 
As ever there have been several changes in the Squadron over the 

past couple of months. We said a fond fairwell to Capt Gordon 
Anderson our 21C who left us to attend the Comms Management 
C_our~e at Blandfo~d_. In his place we welcomed Capt Paul Peel and 
his wife Kay who JOJO us from 2 Inf Div HQ & Sig Regt. 

We also said farewell to LCpl (now Cpl) Sean Hyland, LCpl Mark 
Harland and LCpl (now Mr) Craig Harber. We wish them all well for 
the future . We also welcome Sig Stephen Thomas, Cpls Mark 
Marsden and Paul Patterson and his wife Shiela. 

NEW TITLE 
The greatest change of the past couple of months occurred on 1 

April _when we were granted our 'independence' from 2 Inf Div HQ 
and Sig Regt and began our new role as an independent Headquarters 
and Signal Squadron. Along with this has come responsibility for 
administering our Brigade Staff and we have had to post the whole 
Squadron to this new unit! Our Orderly room staff of SSgt Brian 
Durli~, Cpl _Bob Hindbaugh, LCpl Kev Attwood and Sig Craig Egan 
are still wadmg through the PAMPAS printouts! This is the beginning 
of a new era for the Squadron which will see us expand and move from 
our current home in Catterick to Colchester. 

SQUADRON TRAINING 
February and March has been a hectic period for the Squadron as 

the Brigade has run a series of airmobility courses and exercises to 
start off the training year. We began with a week in the field in 
February on the Squadron run-up exercise-Ex Winter Diamond
where the new Sqn Comd, Maj Graham Leach put the Squadron 
through its paces. Even Echelon deployed and did two night moves 
within three days. The biggest surprise was when all the Comms Tp 
Seniors were declared dead and sent back to camp. The problem was 
that no-one noticed! Cpl Rab Arthur became the 2IC, Cpl Dave Butler 
became SSM and Cpl Rolly Pearson ran Comms Ops. Alas no pay of 
higher rank was granted. 

In March almost half the Squadron took part in the Brigade Rigger
Marshaller and Landing Point Commanders Courses. These courses 
cover all the basic airmobility skills needed to rig our vehicles to fly 
and to man the landing sites. Our newly acquired skills were put to the 
te~t immedia~ely as the following week we deployed on Ex Gryphons 
Lift-the Bngade Logistic Exercise. On it we practise all logistic 
procedures needed to enable the Brigade to function to its fullest 
especially in the flying forward of all stores needed to support and 
resupply the Brigade. The Squadron's part was to provide its normal 
Brigade communications and also to practise the Squadron in its own 
Airmobile procedures. 

Monday morning started with usual Pacex in which all comms 
equipments were run-up and tested, and the evening the deployment 
of the Brigades Main HQ and the Squadron Echelon. 

Tuesday saw the Squadron 's first chance of the year to fly our 
Airmobile HQ consisting of two Hard Top 110 Landrovers with 
trailers and two Soft Top 110 Landrovers. These vehicles provide all 
communications the Brigade will need for a 48 hr period and it is all 
transported by two Chinook helicopters. After much preparation by 
Sgt 'Taff' Baughan, Cpl Den Feely and their crews the move went as 
planned and the Fly Forward HQ arrived at its new location intact. 
That evening, a first for the Squadron, as we took part in a night 
airmobile exercise. This again entailed the Fly Forward HQ being 
tr~SP?rted by the two Chinooks to a new location. This proved to be 
qmte mterestmg as the Squadron had never tried this in the dark 
before and by the looks of things the RAF hadn't had much practice 
either! In the end all went to plan and the Fly Forward HQ arrived 
intact at its new location. A valuable lesson which no doubt we will 
practise again. 

The next day was given over to Squadron Helicopter training run 
by SSM Dave Wilson. Everyone practised their helicopter drills. Even 
the Echelon crews were lifted in a Chinook, ably led by the Chalk 
Commander, SSgt Bobby Snow, who would like to volunteer for 
many more helicopter rides!! 

The final phase of the exercise was also to be a first in which we 
practiced the procedures we would carry out in the event the Brigade 
be asked to assist the civil authorities should there be an emergency. 
The scenario was that a Tornado had collided with a civil Airliner and 
had crashed on the Catterick Training Area. The Squadron provided 
the 'emergency' communications but we also supplied some simulated 
casualties which involved 20 members of the Sqn getting dressed up 
by 24 Field Ambulance and then letting various members of the 
infantry carry out first aid! 

National Army Museum 
Royal Hospital Road, Chelsea, London SW3 4HT 

Tel: 071-730 0717 

Discover the Story of the British 
Soldier Through Five Centuries 

1 Ten Years On: The British Army 
and The Falklands War' 

1 The Forgotten War: The British 
Army in the Far East, 1941-1945' 

Battle of Waterloo Audio-Visual 
Display 

Educational Services 

THE WIRE, JUNE 1992 
213 



PERSONALITIES 
Sqn Comd Maj A. K. Trimble 
AO Maj W. A. C. Griffiths 
Op Offr Capt W. E. H. Adsett, Radio TpComd Lt E.G. Holmes, 
SSM W02 ( M) R. A. Bailey, SQMS S gt (SQMS) N. Thomas, 
ORSQMS S gt (OR QMS) A. P. Gillard, Trg SNCO SSgt M. P. 
Boyle, Comms Sp Tp Comd W02 (FofS) Moren, COMMCEN Tp 
Comd gt (YofS) Whittle. 

EXERCISE TRANSMISSION-BEAR 
The Squadron spent two days with its French counterparts II 

Tran mission Company. 
The visit began with a briefing by the Sqn Comd of II Transmission 

Company Capt Kuk.ialczynslti on the role of his unit. This was 
followed by a guided tour of all the French communications facilities. 
What surprised us the most was the fact that the French Signallers run 
the equivalent of SSVC. Following an ample lunch we were challenged 
to a friendly game of volleyball. It became quite obvious that the 
French take the game very seriously and were well above our standard. 

The first day's activities finished with an evening radio exercise on 
the training areas. The French impressed the Signallers with their 
satellite system and most soldiers were invited to phone home 

Representatives of the Squadron visit to II Transmission Company 

The second day was spent on the ranges where we were challenged 
to a shooting competition. Despite not having fired French weapons 
we managed to impress our hosts. Congratulations should go to Sig 
Sneddon for coming joint first and Capt Adsett for coming second. 

The visit culminated with an extremely generous meal in the French 
NCO's mess hosted by Col Martin Comd Comms French Army in 
Berlin. 

The Squadron would like to thank lI Transmission Company for 
their generosity and friendship. The Squadron now looks forward to 
hosting a return visit. 

VISIT OF BUNDE.SWEHR COMMUNICATORS 
The Signal Platoon of 42 Heimatschuetz Bde based at Potsdam paid 

a visit to the Squadron at Stadium Barracks on 11February1992. Two 
officers, 10 SNCOs and 25 soldiers were welcomed by Maj Andrew 
Trimble, who presented the Platoon with a commemorative Squadron 
plaque. Hauptmann Koebsek presented a Soviet field radio which, he 
assured everyone, was no longer required by the People's Army. He 
and his Platoon then toured the training and living accommodation 
visited a ~emonstration of Radio Tp's field set-up and then sampled 
the beer m the Tavern Club. As one of our guests put it, 'We 
communicated with the British soldiers most successfully . . . using 
hands and feet.' 
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229 Sig Sqn 
BFPO 45 

Communicators of 42 Heimatschuetz and Berlin Inf Bdes join 
forces 

EXERCISE WYVERN FALL 
A report by Sig Emblin 

Postponed from November last, Ex Wyvern Fall 92 was a freefall 
parachuting adventure training exercise based at Phoenix Parachute 
Centre, Zephyr Hills, Florida. 

We flew by VCIO from Brize Norton to Dulles, Washington DC 
and hired a couple of pontiacs to take the eight of us and all our kit 
south on a 15 hour drive to central Florida. 

The 'Weather was generally very good. Indeed many days saw us 
lounging on the OZ in the sun, unable to jump because of the unusual 
wind conditions. 

However, I did manage five jumps. The programme was AFF
accelerated freefall which means coming out at normal jump height 
(approximately 14,000ft) with an instructor either side holding on to 
help the student to keep stable. It certainly gives you confidence 
knowing that there's an instructor there in physical contact with you. 

After a 60 second freefall delay you pull your 'chute at 5,000ft. 
With an enormous sense of relief on seeing the canopy deploy 
correctly above you, you can settle down to enjoying the parachute 
and what you can do with it, keeping in mind that you're trying to get 
back to the drop zone. 

The square 9-cell ram-air canopies are very highly manoeuvre
able-you can pull down fully on the two brake lines to almost stall in 
the air (the canopy works like an aircraft wing); pulling down on just 
one makes you spiral round and round which enables you to lose 
height very quickly. 

The landing is always into wind and with practice you judge the 
right height to 'flare' the canopy to step down on to the ground! 
Anyway, with care the landing's never as hard as with a round. 

The two instructors were excellent-SSgt Nick Harrison RA and 
Cpl 'Geordie' Best , Queens, who, if they weren't teaching us to 
skydive were keeping us in good spirit. Many thanks also go to W02 
Brad Reader, Queens, who provided video coverage of the student's 
jumps-an invaluable teaching aid for the after-jump debrief. 

The exercise was led by Capt Allman and 2IC was Capt Robson, 
OC Blue Helmets. The other two students on the course were 
Cpl Jackie Bausor and Sig Adie Williams. 

Ex Wyvern Fall was an excellent opportunity to learn to skydive, let 
down by the wind. We enjoyed Florida and the sun and, we're all 
going to continue the sport. 
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'ASHES TO ASHES'-A SUCCESS STORY 
The 1991~92 sea~on proved to be one of the most disastrous in post

Boer ~ar times with the Squadron football team conceding defeat 
more times t~an we care ,to remember. Desperate attempts by Records 
to change Brian Clough s (Ex-RQMS) posting from 35 Sig Regt (V) 
Nottingham to Chelsea barracks fell on deaf ears. The future looked 
bleak for Sleepy Hollow United. 

A NEW ERA DAWNS 
More by luck than judgement, a new management team consisting 

of W02 (RQMS) Hump Thompson, W02 (SSM) Nick Churcher and 
LCpl Alf Winning formed and immediately hit the transfer market 
with a bang within minutes obtaining SSots Gordon Hitchen 
Brummie Cox and LCpl Ian Marshall, Sgt A.;'dy Allan from 31 Sig 
Regt (V) with Sgt Rog Thompson emerging from MOD. The transfer 
fee was enormous-two pencil batteries and a Mars bar (31 Sig Regt 
actually paid us to take 'Baldy' Hitchen but we haven't the heart to 
tell him) with an additional Yorkie bar being due once they had 
managed to pass the ball to a team-mate. Still not paid, I may add. 

TRAINING BEGINS 
A,iming to find that fine balance between being overweight and 

undernourished, obesity and anorexia, experience and pension book 
not to mention rank-the men, using the term loosely, were ready t~ 
be shaped. Training began in earnest with the team sweating Skol 
whilst the RQMS watched Bill Shanldy videos (he's learned nothlng 
useful-he just talks with a funny accent now). The turn out amazed 
even the most hardened critic's until it was realised that attendance 
ensured you missed both the 'interior economy' evening and 
Squadron PT. Sig Dave 'no-heart' Hineson was given the enviable 
task of de-blubbering the squad. The fitness phase was interesting, 
refreshing and for most players-physically impossible. After the 
initial session it was decided to drop the following activities:-

Activity 
Sprints 

Wall-Passes 
One-Twos 

Reason for Cancellation 
Back four consistently beaten over 10 metres 
by a tortoise with dutch shell disease. 
Players stubbing their toes on the bricks. 
Squad unable to count this high and pass the 
ball at the same time. 

Tactics were discussed initially but this proved fruitless until a 
translator could be found for the 'Jock' members of the Squad. The 
management decided, after lengthy discussions behind closed doors 
(LCpl Alf Winning had lost the key), to adopt the 'options for change' 
method ie organise a game whilst the opposition's best players are on 
resettlement interviews. 

TEAM SELECTION 
Goalkeeper:- This key position turned into a three horse race but 

unfortunately, we couldn't get any boots to fit the horses. The 
remaining candidates, once the anaesthetic had worn off, tried to 
avoid this role with a body swerve that John Barnes would've been 
proud of. The final choice was between SSgt Les Robinson, who 
shows all the dexterity of a Fig 11 target and LCpl Ashley 'Teflon' 
Parkes who spends the majority of the game watching his hair grow. 
Unusually for this Squadron, a decision was made but the present 
incumbent will not be named since he's already had two mentions in 
the last issue of The Wire. 
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238 Sig Sqn 
Chelsea Barracks 

Defence:- The back four show an average of 47 years. It would have 
been older but for Sig Shorty Adams who plays like a pensioner but 
is, in fact, only 23 years old. Cpl Rab O'Hara swears that he's been 
going bald since birth and Cpl Bev 'these can't be 46" waist shorts' 
Beveridge has been given free life membership of the 'Einstein 
Relativity' club due to his ever-increasing paunch defying the laws of 
gravity. 'The Hump' is just there for his theory and Sig Don Garner 
is . . . Just there. 

Midfield:- Here the injection of youth was a pure master-stroke on 
the management's part but, then again, there's only so many wheel 
chairs you can fit on to a pitch. With a choice from Cpl Dave Bishop, 
LCpl Mark Batty, Sigs Jock Imrie, Olly 'The Ankle Oliver, Ian 
Keeping, Ian Branney together with our continental import from the 
RCT Dvr Eddie Grant, this gave an average age of twenty and a 
mental age of six. A touch of class (first or second?) being provided 
by Cpl 'Dusty' Miller whose performances have improved dramatical
ly since he stopped beating himself up on the pitch and started sharing 
his problems with the rest of the team. The midfield is disably led by 
Sgt 'Water-Bed' Hall who has taken a leaf out of the tennis book by 
becoming a non-playing Captain ie his name is on Part One's but he 
never turns up. He is normally away at college every Wednesday 
trying to pass his 11 plus the second time around. 

Forwards:- Despite numerous penalty awards, free kicks, boss eyed 
goalkeepers and extremely sympathetic defences, the forward line, in 
unison, has failed to breech the breech. The problem has become so 
acute that all squadron plaques now read '238 (London) Signal 
Squadron Nil'. 

The defendants for this libel action are:- Cpls Steve Bartliff, Martin 
Farmer, LCpls Bob Garlick and 'Dutch' Holland. Prior to his first 
appearance Cpl 'Spot the skin graft' Scott was heard to mumble 
something about a trial for Manchester. Naturally, this swayed the 
selectors towards his inclusion. But at half-time after a somewhat 
retarded performance, he clarified that he'd actually said 'being on 
trial at Manchester' for a motoring offence. 'Scotty' has completely 
rewritten the rule book on throw-ins, developing a technique closely 
resembling an octopus with a nervous twitch. 

Our goal-a-game ace Bill 'Robb by name and Rob by nature' has 
the enviable record of playing one (minute) and scoring one goal. 
Unfortunately, despite daily beastings on the multi-gym, Bill is still 
unable to find a pair of shorts big enough to fit him. So he's now 
reduced to sulking on the touchline whilst carrying out his favourite 
hobby . . . breathing in. 

PS ft is not tnie that on the odd occasion when Cpl Scott is cornered 
into buying a round he has to hold a seance in order to contact his 
wallet. 

THE STORY SO FAR 
Working on the theory that competiveness is the nucleus for success 

we fielded 14 players for the first game. Unfortunately, we had the 
only referee this side of Mercury who could count up to 11 and he 
promptly ordered three off. 

Despite these early setbacks the team has moved up the league table. 
It is said that success breeds success. Although we are not exactly 
firmly placed on the sporting map, we are at least part of a share 
scheme on a grid square. 

It is normal at this juncture in the proceedings to name the goal 
scorers but the writer is not amongst them. 

So, if you can kick a ball straight and long, run for 90 minutes and 
aren't knock-knee'd or cross-eyed then don't ask for a posting here
we can;t stand show-offs. 
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244 Sig Sqn (AS) 
RAF, Brize Norton 

HQ 
PERSONALITIES 

qn Comd Maj A . J. Hu t 
21C Capt M. J. Fensom 
S M W02 ( M) Ian Brereton , YofS W02 (YofS) Mick Brady, FofS 
W02 (FofS) Steve Whitwood , ORQMS SSgt (ORQMS) Graham 

mith, Typist Elizabeth Milburn . 

TAC 3/ 92 
Es ent ially a Bravo Tp deployment, elements of all fou r troops 

including personnel from SHQ Tp deployed to Greece on 11/12 
March 1992. Although instructions dictated inclement clothing 
everyone had their SOP-T-shirt, shorts and flip-fl?ps pa.eked: OC'.dt 
Campbell-Barnard, (our resident OCdt on tour awa1ung his umvers1ty 
course) was duly sent down to the SSM to sign out some flip-flops, 
he returned empty handed! 

Having landed at Thesoloniki (Miera Airport) the two main TOCs, 
and Excon moved to the first location at Gianitsa where base camp 
wa set up. 

The core of the exercise began with the 2 TOCs, consisting of four 
vehicles per TOC each departing to separate locations around 

orthern Greece. The two unit Captains, Capt Matt Fensom (2IC) 
and Capt Nail Makepeace (Bravo Tp Comd) led their respective TOCs 
out in the field . This command was a whole new ball game to the 2IC 
who had not had control in the field amongst Bravo Tp before. He 
was soon to find this type of work exhausting. 

Every location that the TOCs deployed to was a Greek camp 
whereupon the Greeks showered the men with hospitalities: On 
arriving in a location the TOC Comd would be hosted by the resident 
Camp Commandant invariably for several hours subsequently Sgt 
Miles Webb and Cpl Stu Harrison would have to retrieve their TOC 
Comds in a more than happy state. 

The SSM (W02) Ian Brereton along with YofS Brady held nightly 
classes in basic Greek sayings which came in handy on the R & R 
stage. 

The Comms stage went exceptionally well throughout the exercise 
which proved to be advantageous as the Greek Army/ Air Force had 
taken an avid interest in our set up/ tear down and comms skills. 

Having returned to Base Camp from our respective camps, R & R 
was looming in . With transport organised to Thesoloniki the guys had 
from Saturday morning to Sunday evening to enjoy themselves. 

All the relevant museums/ archaeological sites were visited within 
the first hour which left the rest of the day for more active 
enjoyments. The majority of the guys booked into a hotel for a 
reasonable price, subsequently securing their presence for the next 24 
hours. On return to camp the following evening all members appeared 
to have bad an excellent time, with some people having had more of 
a good time than others. 

The weather during the exercise was, unfortunately, cold for Greece 
apart from the last two days when the temperature soared. Both 
Yeomans, YofS Mick Brady (the civi) and YofS Pete Martin (our 
guest) came with us , however, YofS Brady clearly won the suntan 
stakes! 

EXERCISE VALENTINE'S DANCE 
The Squadron held a leadership exercise, Valentine's Dance I 

between 10-27 February. The 28 students were split into four teams
'The Krays' , 'The Big Verns' , 'The Biggses' and 'The Rippers ' . Much 
of the exercise was run on a competitive basis. 

The first week at Brize Norton involved various leadership tasks in 
the classroom and a good deal of PT to prepare the students for· a 
gruelling second week . The first team event-the six-a-side football
was won by 'The Krays' . 

WHAT THEY GOT UP TO 
The week was rounded off with an initiative exercise in which each 

tudent had to complete a task ' out of the ordinary'. LCpl 'Sticky' 
Green and Sig 'Woz' Yates found themselves enjoying a free 
champagne meal in Michael Caine' s top London restaurant , 
Langhan's, and met M,ichael himself. Sticky was offered a starring 
role in Michael 's next film but had to turn it down due to Squadron 
commitments-Not a lot of people know that! 

Later that night 'Woz' Yates tried his hand at acting when he 
appeared at the curtain call of Phantom of the Opera. Cpl Justyn Shea 
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and Sig J im Torbet pulled off a real scoop when top glamour 
photographer Beverly Goodway photographed them with Page 3 girl 
Bianca on a topless photo-shoot. 

LCpl Wiz Wiseman and Sigs Dougie Hawkes, Tony Curtis and Lee 
Hickman had a night out in Stringfellows with personal waitress 
service and free drinks all night, all courtesy of Mr Stringfellow 
himself who arranged for Wiz to spin some discs as a DJ. 

LCpl Woods went off on his own in search of an MP and found 
one, a familiar face-right outside his office! 

I 
1. 

LCpl Woods with Brian Gould MP 

BACK TO SOLDIERING 
For the second phase of the exercise we were based in Crickhowell, 

Mid Wales, and the team competition became a two-horse race 
between 'The Krays' and 'The Big Verns ' after the orienteering, 
potted sports, a speed march and map reading test as well as the 
'combat trail' , assault course, which everyone agreed was the 
highlight of the exercise particularly the muddy stagnant water 
tunnels! 

SPORTING ACHIEVEMENTS 
This year's Army Ten Pin Bowling Championships were 

particularly memorable for SSgt Roy Holcombe. It was his fourth 
consecutive year at the tournament, which took place at the Tulworth 
Bowl during 6-8 March. Every year SSgt Holcombe has improved his 
scores and final placing and this year was no exception. 

SSgt Holcombe was among 280 + bowlers who had gathered to do 
battle on the lanes. After a shaky start in the singles event, he came 
back in the doubles and team event to end the three days as the Doubles 
Champion for 1992 (partnered by W02 Tony Duckworth and part of 
the four-man team which took second place in the non unit team 
event, being beaten only by the BAOR first team. 

SSgt Holcombe finished the competition in the top 24, having 
bowled 15 games over the three days, he bowled an average of 182. 

The standard of bowling this year was much improved with high 
scores being achieved and various records broken. 

Judging b~ the number of spectators during the three days 
competition , this is a sport that appears to be increasing in popularity. 

The presentations were made by the Secretary of BTBA (British Ten 
Pin Bowling Association) who said that he was very surprised at the 
high levels achieved by all those taking part. 

SSgt Holcombe is hopeful of being selected to represent the Corps 
at the Inter-Corps Championships to be held at Brize Norton in July. 

For two days and nights the teams took part in a survival exercise 
which involved command tasks, a Jot of tabbing, spending the nights 
under makeshift polythene shelters as well as skinning and eating 
rabbits. It has to be said that not everyone tried the rabbit stew! 

The team competition was finally decided on a general knowledge 
quiz, when 'The Krays' who had led from the start, come out overall 
winners . 
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249 Sig Sqn (AMF(L)) 
Bufford Camp 

EXERCISE HARDFALL 92 
The main event of recent months has been the Squadron's 

deployment on Ex Hardfall 92. Feelings varied from the extreme 
enthusiasm of the seasoned 'Arctic Ninja 's' who relish their two 
months Arctic deployment, to sheer fear from some of those new to 
the Squadro~. Inevitably tall stories of skiing 50km a day with lOOl b 
rucksacks towing 701b pulks and living in snow holes did little to allay 
fears . 

The deployment went smoothly with the usual 'Hurry up and wait ' 
syndrome courtesy of the Army's sleep deprivation centre (alias 50 
MC Sqn RCT) . 

The Squadron took Alpha Tp 244 Sig Sqn (AS) under its command 
and was split between two locations but married up for excellent 
training on the Hardangervidda. The mandatory Novice Ski and 
Survival Course occupied the first three weeks and covered an 
intensive few days on skis followed by survival training. The ski 
training can be highly amusing to onlookers and competent skiers, but 
for the uninitiated the idiosyncracies of the military ski can be a severe 
test of one's sense of humour! 

2PI led by Lt Dave 'Silva' Duggan 

Changed your Address? 

Have you informed 
The Wire? 
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After a weekend's R & R the Platoons dug a tactical campsite. 
There was an excellent noise and lights demo courtesy of Sgts Bob 
Goode and Dick Malt. On return from the demo the Platoons were 
info rmed of the recent notional mortar attack on the campsite. The 
students were told that all their equipment had been destroyed and 
were therefore in a survival situation. Many strange and unusual 
shelters were constructed but the tent group with W0 2 (SSM) Martin 
'The JCB' George spent a comfortable night in rather palatial snow 
cave. 

Sgt Chris Martin struggling to survive 

The 20km ski race was won with a fine performance by Cpl Kev 
Read and this was followed by Arctic Warfare Training. However, 
due to horrendous weather (akin to skiing with a pillow case over 
one's head) the final attack had to be abandoned . 

After a period of Squadron radio training where Cpls Bart Storey 
and Ted Stuart claimed to have seen the tops of their antennas glowing 
purple (precipitious static or emptied hipflasks?) the unit deployed on 
Ex Arctic Hook, the Commander UK element AMF(L)'s exercise, to 
provide control comms. During this Capt Bob Munro led an enemy 
Platoon against I Bo DWR. A series of disasters, including collapsed 
bridges and poor map reading in a white-out meant that any contact 
was avoided until the last couple of days. A strong defensive position 
proved too much for an exhausted 1 DWR so upon instructions from 
the umpires, Capt Munro led (from behind!) a death or glory 
snowshoe assault, uphill to allow I DWR to win. 

This marked the end of another successful Hard fall deployment and 
the Squadron returned to the, by now, welcome sight of sunny 
Bulford. 

- · - -- - - - - ·--· ··-··-----
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251 Sig Sqn 
Aldershot 

251 IG AL Q ADRON 
PERSO ALITIES 

qn Comd Maj R. G. Drake 
2IC Capt K. M. Munnoch AGC 
SOO Capt D. Jep on, TOT Capt J. Gerrard. A/B Tp Comd Lt S. A. 
Mendonca AGC, CDSO WOI kelton, SS W02 (SSM) Woodcock 
AG , Exch Sgt gt Lightfoot. 

FAREWELL 
The Squadron has said farewell to many of its personalities over the 

la t fe months. Farewells and best wishes co to Sigs Newton, Deville, 
Greaves, Jame , Buckwell, Chapple, Davies, LCpls Ray and Whalen 
and Cpl Skeels. 

ARRIVALS 
The Squadron would also like to extend a warm welcome to Sgts 

Young, Garrett, Cpl Owen, LCpls Richards and White, Sigs Elmett 
and Minto. 

EXERCISE WINTER WARRIOR 
by Sgt Penny Le"'is 

Ex Winter Warrior was a skiing exercise which took place at Orciere 
Merlette in the Hautes Alps region of the French Alps. 

On 29 February Sigs Karen Clifton, Sammy Bremner and myself 
were lucky enough to leave work behind us for two weeks of ski, snow 
and social activities. We finally left Chelsea Barracks after a few hours 
of 'does anybody know where the coach is?', and arrived at Dover to 
pick up more eager skiers. 

Eventually, after 22 hours aboard a luxurious {Army style) civvy 
coach, things just had to get better. We arrived at our chalet and after 
ettling in were taken on a downhill walk to the hotel a la post where 

we were to have all our meals. After the first week we nicknamed the 
meals 'cuisine a la french bread' (I wonder why?) The walk back to 
the chalet never got any easier as it could easily have been a 'red slope' 
in disguise. 

However, the initial briefing cheered us up when we were told that 
the snow conditions were not very good and that if they didn't 
improve we could always go hill walking. 

We were put into groups of ability ie those who could stand up on 
skis and those who couldn't. Sigs Oilton and Bremner were put into 
the latter group as it was their first time on the slopes. Our ski wear, 
issued in the S, M, L and 'the Bus Dvr' Size, had Winter Warrior 
written on the front so the instructors could tell who was doing an 
ostrich impression in the snow. 

Sigs Clifton and Bremner were lucky enough to have the first three 
days on Langlauf Skis described as doing cross country running on 
planks of wood. Their French instructor's English was very limited 
and her favorite saying was 'OK we go', the next time she was seen 
was as a dot on the horizon. 

My group had all skied before although some of us thought we had 
been issued with wobbley skis for the first couple of days. Much to 
our dislike we found that the snow was not such a soft landing as it 
looked, so it was back to snow plough turns and trying very hard not 
to wipe out anyone passing by. 

After a day's bard skiing, with only a few breaks during the day to 
catch the sun rays, we would climb the many steps of the chalet to the 
bar where we would compare bruises and see all our day's efforts on 
the video that the instructors had taken of us. The better we 'creamed 
in' the better the cheer from the bar. 

We had a lovely surprise one morning to find we couldn't get out 
of our room because, in the middle of the night, the Paras bad carried 
up hugh troughs of dead flowers for us-how sweet. A box of Black 
Magic would have been much nicer. 

As the days went on the snow deteriorated even more but we were 
not put off. Sig Clifton managed to slide down a green slope on her 
nose, Sig Bremner was too busy catching the rays to notice, and I was 
too busy trying to keep up with the Langlauf instructor who just 
didn't understand 'hang on'. 

Most evenings were filled with lectures, but on our free evenings the 
course went bowling, watched an ice hockey game and even had a 
fondue night, all of which was enjoyable and very sociable. 

The most amusing incident of the exercise was when my ski 
instructor decided he couldn't stop coming down a red slope and 
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managed to knock me half way down the slope with him on top of me. 
After that we all lost a little bit of confidence in him-to say the least. 
(The beers were on him that night). 

To finish our two weeks of ski , snow and social activity, we had a 
shorts and shades parade in the bar where all the laughs and fun of 
the last couple of weeks were discussed. 

The coach journey back was just as long as the journey over, but 
we managed to stop for a few hours in Paris to visit the sights . The 
leg stretches were much appreciated. Some of the 'tourist attractions' 
proved to be eye openers . 

Finally we arrived back in Aldershot with bronzed faces, lots of 
bruises and many enjoyable memories of two great weeks on Ex 
Winter Warrior . 

VISIT TO CLARENCE HOUSE 
by Cpl Peacock 

Out of a cast of thousands, four members of 251 Sig Sqn were 
chosen to attend a cocktail party at Clarence House hosted by HM 
Queen Elizabeth The Queen Mother. The lucky individuals were Lt 
Mendonca, WOl Skelton, Sig Heslop and myself. First thoughts were 
new dress, cucumber sandwiches and flowing champagne, not 
forgetting a shampoo and set. 

From L to R: W01 June Skelton, Cpl Susan Peacock, Sig Tracey 
Heslop and Lt Sally Mendonca 

On entering Clarence House our first impressions were ones of 
amazement and overwhelming excitement. Walking down the hallway 
with its display of exquisite china and glistening chandeliers, sounds 
of voices could be heard in all the reception rooms. 

We were met by a good looking butler, two corgis, one aptly named 
Dash and then finally by Sir David Gilgeud who ushered us into one 
of the reception rooms. 

Her Majesty was already there to greet us. One could only be in awe 
of the petite but gracious lady, who just radiated warmth. 

After tho initial introductions we dispersed into groups and chatted 
amongst ourselves. There were several interesting and wonderful 
people to meet from many different units, both Regular and TA. The 
Queen Mother came to speak to us again after having met everyone 
as they arrived. 

At 2000 hrs we were all asked to make our way home to our 
respective units. It will be a visit that all of us will never forget for 
years to come and an experience to cherish. 
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254 (UNFICYP) Sig Sqn 
BFPO 567 

SHQ 
PERSONALITIES 
Sqn Comd Maj F. T. Riley 
21C Capt P. J. Watt 
SSM W02 (SSM) D. Bennett, SQMS SSgt ( QMS) D. Forbes, Chief 
Clerk Sgt S. James, Stores Acct Cpl Bradley, FSO Clerk Mrs F. Marr 
Typist Miss A. J. Harris. ' 

On Tuesday 25 February 1992 W02 (SSM) Bill Henderson officially 
handed over to W02 (SSM) 'Benny' Bennett. We bid fond farewell 
to Bill Henderson and his family who are off to the UK for their last 
six months in the Army. 

W02 (SSM) Bennett is on his second tour with the Squadron having 
served here before as Radio Tp SSgt from 1987-1989. His service also 
includes several tours in BAOR and Northern Ireland . In 1982, he was 
fortunate to serve with 139 Sig Sqn in Australia. W02 (SSM) Bennett 
has joined us again from Aberdeen University Officer Training Corps. 
He is accompanied by his wife Evelyn and daughters Deborah and 
Donna . We wish them all an enjoyable tour. 

We also bid fond farewell to Sgt Richard Clatworthy on his way to 
slightly wetter Northern Ireland. We wish Richard, Tracey and their 
sons Morgan, Richard and Trewyn all the best. In their place we 
welcome Cpl Jeremy Bradley and Jayne from Osnabruck . We wish 
them an enjoyable tour along with their young family: Luke, Kyle and 
Aaron. 

UNFICYP SUPPORT REGIMENT 
MILITARY SKILLS COMPETITION 

The Squadron entered the bi-annual UNFICYP Support Regiment 
Military Skills competition after three weeks of arduous training, 
getting up every day at 0600 hrs for PT. 

The team led by Lt Roger Tremblay Canadian Signals and Sgt Mick 
Hodkinson, in at the last minute for a second time, consisted of: 
MCpl Denis Carrier, Cpl Luke Levesque, Sigs Andy Marlow and Jon 
Prigent. The team took an early lead after the lOkm march and shoot, 
however, ended up 4th place overall-Well done to all . 

The Signal Squadron Team 
Left to Right: Sgt Mick Hodkinson, Sig Andy Marlow, Cpl Luke 
Levesque, Lt Roger Tremblay , MCpl Denis Carrier, Sig Jon Prignet 

COMMCEN TROOP 
PERSONALITIES 
Tp Comd W02 (YofS) Brendan Kelly 
Tp Sgt Sgt Mic~ Hodkinson . . 
Tp Cpl Cpl Fingers Niblock, A Shift Cpl Dave Smith, B Shift Cpl 
Shady Ruddock, C Shift Cpl Si Richardso.n. . . 

As we approach a series of demonstrations, rall}es and. so on m 
Nicosia, Commcen Tp looks forward to a busy penod. This, o~ top 
of providing manpower for BRITCON and U~l~YP Skill-at 
Arms/Mil Skill Competitions, Quarter Guards, VIP v1s!ts and so on, 
proves that it is not all sun, sand and sea on a UN to1;1~ m Cyprus. So 
if you want a nice cushy posting try elsewhere, Tahiti perhaps? 
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FAREWELL 
Farewell and thank you for all your hard work, to the following: 

Cpls 'Wings' Bailey and Birtle, LCpl Tony Cherry, Sigs Pullman, 
Prigent, Burke and Baxter. 

WELCOME 
Finally, we would like to welcome the following into the Squadron: 

Cpl 'Fingers' Niblock and 'Shady' Ruddock, LCpl Sutton, Sigs 
Aitken, McLaughlin, Mohanbahadur and Durgababadur. 

RADIO TROOP 
PERSONALITIES 
Tp Comd Lt Roger Tremblay Canadian Signals 
Tp SSgt SSgt Chris McGinley 
Tp Sgt Sgt Willie Norton Canadian Signals . 

HELLOS AND GOODBYES 
We start by saying a fond farewell to the following personnel who 

left us in February and March; LCpl Paul Lockwood, Sigs Russel 
Wibberley and Robert Nicholls. New arrivals in the Troop include; 
Cpl 'Jaws' Taylor, LCpl Sammy Lee, Sigs 'Rony' McDonald, Kevin 
Wright and Ash Dunn. 

We also welcome Cpls 'Odie' Stroud and Doug Rowe and say 
farewell to Cpls Wayne Tomkins, Garry McCurdie and Michael 
Boivin. A special mention for Cpl Jeff Warne and a speedy recovery 
from his unfortunate accident. 

TECH AND LINE TROOP 
PERSONALITIES 
Tp Comd SSgt (FofS) Carl Shead 
Tp Sgt Sgt Si Norris 
Wksp Sgt Sgt Chhetra, Line Sgts Sgt Pete Atkinson, Sgt Taff Bryant. 

ARRIVALS 
A warm welcome to LCpl Wilbar Wilson and Sig Jock Ewing from 

662 Sig Tp. Also the Troop is now in possession of a diminutive 
French Canadian in the form of Pie Jacques Normand from Kingston 
Ontario. 

DEPARTURES 
Farewells to LCpl AJ Hayhurst, Sig Doug Easby and Pie Rob 

Lockau who all return to their parent units after an emergency tour 
with the UN. 

DARTS MARATHON 
The Squadron held a 24 hrs darts marathon in the Wire Inn on 

Saturday 14 March. It began at 1130 hrs and two teams, each of eight, 
took part. It was a very successful event that was enjoyed by all. The 
Squadron raised about-c£500.00 towards the Army Benevolent Fund 
and BLESMA-Well done to all those who took part. 

Mrs Janet Atkinson and Cpl Trev Bailey competing in the 24 hour 
marathon 
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259 Sig Sqn 
BFPO 53 

PRESTON PARK BENCH MEMORlAL 
Brig John Almond Deputy Commander British Furces Cyprus 

recently presented a Park Bench to 259 Sig Sqn on behalf of Mr and 
Mrs James Preston of Colchester. Mr and Mrs Preston are the parents 
of the late LCpl Michael Preston who died as a result of a road traffic 
accident whilst erving with the Squadron in November 1989. The 
Pre ton family were anxious that their son should not be forgotten 
and asked to erect a park bench in the Squadron lines as a memorial to 
him. The Squadron was honoured to accept and the 'Preston Park 
Bench' now stands in the Squadron Headquarter's gardens. 

Brig J. H. Almonds Deputy Comd BF Cyprus presents the Preston 
Park Bench Memorial to Maj J . Dryburgh, Sqn Comd 259 Sig Sqn 

220 

PERSONALITIES 

56 Sig Sqn (V) 
Eastbourne 

Sqn Comd Maj R. J . Williamson 
21C Sqn Capt S. Wilkosz 
859 Tp Comd Capt M. T. H. Stewart, Tp Offr 2Lt J. A. Blake, PSI 
SSgt I. Flooks, 859 Tp Comd 2Lt K. G. Fletcher, PSI Sgt J. Paine. 

The last few months have seen great changes within the Squadron. 
Sadly, the TAC at Sandgate closed on 31 March 1992 after first 
opening in 1977. However with 858 Tp moving to Eastbourne to join 
both SHQ Tp and 859 Tp we are delighted that the majority of 
personnel from Sandgate have decided to remain with the Squadron 
despite the considerable travelling distance to Eastbourne. 

Also as a result of Options , we have been fortunate to gain former 
members of 3 Sqn, 39 Sig Regt (V) from Tunbridge Wells, Sgt Dave 
Russell, Cpl Alistair Baker, LCpl Dumbreck and Sig Warren , and 
former members of 5 Queens (V), Cpl Martin Cooper and LCpl David 
Rainsley, all of whom we welcome and hope they will enjoy their time 
with the Squadron. 

In another change, the WRAC have been re-cap badged R Signals 
and we welcome them to the Corps, with their new berets and cap 
badges. 

The Squadron's Training Programme has been busy and varied. 
The latest Trade Training module was successfully completed in 
March, and we are now looking forward to the next which will start 
in May. Several members of the Squadron have successfully com
pleted courses. Sig Steve Hatton was attached to 249 Sig Sqn 
(AMF(L)) for Ex Hardfall 1992. He deserves congratulations on 
achieving an excellent result from an extremely gruelling course. LCpl 
Sam Shrewsbury passed his PTI course at Bulford in March, Sig Carl 
Buckingham was successful on his Tele Op Data course at Catterick, 
and Sig Steve Hannan passed his Stores course in February. Three 
members of 858 Tp, LCpls Robert Cooper, Stuart Douglas and Chris 
Maginnis, are due to go on their Detachment Commander's course at 
Catterick and we wish them well. 

February saw a busy Squadron maintenance weekend in 
preparation for the Annual Vehicle PRE. It was good to see a high 
turnout of personnel, and the good report received by the Squadron 
reflects the hard work put in. The weekend was also marked by the 
farewell visit to his HF Squadron of Maj Gen J. 0. C. Alexander CB, 
OBE, Comd Comms BAOR, during which he was presented with a 
brass thermometer for his yacht. 

Cpl Cooper and LCpl Rainsley proved that training does pay off, 
when they recently put their knowledge of First Aid into practice, 
helping a stranded soldier who bad fallen from a tree. 

As usual , the Squadron has bad its fair share of social occasions. 
The Sergeants' Mess held its Christmas Draw on l February, 859 Tp 
held a party on 21 March, and, not to be outdone, 858 Tp held its 
farewell party at Sandgate on 28 March, which, though in some ways 
a sad occasion, was thoroughly enjoyed by all who ·attended . It was 
especially good to see so many former members of the Troop present. 

Congratulations go to Capt Sandra Wilkosz on promotion to 
Captain and appointment as 2IC and to LCpls Paul Nealey and 
Darren Marsh on their promotions to Lance Corporal. 

We are pleased to annouce that, since the last Wire notes, three 
members of the Squadron have become proud parents : Maj 
Williamson's wife Jackie, gave birth to a daughter, Emily, Sgt Jock 
Dyer now bas a daughter, Lara and Cpl Malcolm Davey was presented 
with another addition. 

Finally we must say farewell to LCpl Tracey James who is, sadly, 
leaving the Squadron. We wish her well for the future . 
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642 Sig Tp 
BFPO 52 

PERSONALITIES 
Tp Comd Maj B. P. Pettifer 
FofS WOl (FofS) A. McCartney 
SQMS SSgt (SQMS) S. Talbot, Maint Sgt Sgt S. Bullimore. 

It has been some time since 642 Sig Tp made an appearance in The 
Wire. Much has changed over the past 18 months both in personnel 
and in t.he organisation of the Troop, hopefully, the 'New Model' is 
on the ng~~ course for.the future. Recent events include rock climbing 
and abse1lmg; Cpl Jim Kerr managed to prise Technicians Rick 
Norman and 'Mac' McCallum from their hole deep inside the Rock 
to scramble about on the outside of it for a change during which Cpl 
Neil Buckingham contracted a severe case of 'Disco Leg'. 

SSgt (SQMSl Talbot after the presentation 

SSgt (SQMS) Steve Talbot was presented with his LS & GC '-1edal 
by Brig D. L. Lewis CBE, ADC Commander Land Force , Gibraltar 
in a ceremony held in the Gibraltar Regiment and Garrison Sergeants' 
Mess; the Foreman, WOl (FofS) Alistair McCartney, was presented 
with a GOC(NI) Commendation by the Governor of Gibraltar 
Admiral Sir Derek Reffel KCB in a ceremony held at The Convent, 
the Governor's residence. 

Back on the work front the tasks keep rolling in thick and fast, with 
Cpl 'Max' Bloyce trying to keep his sense of humour intact and LCpl 
Paul Keenan ' stagging on' with the extra duty of PA on important 
occasions. All this under the watchful eyes of the FofS, WOl Ali tair 
McCartney and Sgt Steve Bullimore (he does know what's going on!). 
Tp Comd, Maj Brian Pettlfer, denies all claims that he has taken up 
residence in Tarifa, but he has problems parking his windsurfers 
behind his desk! 

Cpl Jim Kerr and LCpl Paul Keenan recently uncovered a plot to 
sabotage MOD vehicles on the Upper Rock. They were testing lines 
when their landover came under attack from a contingent of the 
Upper Rock Ape Pack, who attempted to strip the vehicle of wing 
mirrors and wiper blades. The attack was beaten off by our intrepid 
heroes wielding lengths of 4 x 2 (fitted with BFA's). 

Later, task complete and pleased that the vehicle still had all of its 
fittings, (it didn't run very well, but that was a different problem). 
Our team was returning to base when the Youth Wing of the 
aforementioned mounted an ambush, lobbing stones with uncanny 
accuracy which shattered the windscreen and two sets of nerves. 
Fortunately, there were no injuries and the vehicle was not seriously 
damaged. 

Imminent, or should I say eminent, departures are the Tp Comd, 
FofS and Cpl 'Max' Bloyce. A warm welcome is extended to Maj 
Arthur Brittenden, WOl (FofS) Mick Flaherty and Cpl Kemble. Our 
'missing' Sgt Tele Mech is here in the form of Dave Giles from 
Hereford. 

Being an exceptionally productive troop we also welcome babies 
Jamie, Katie and Kosten born to proud parents Neil and Irene 
Buckingham, Rick and Kerry Norman and 'Mac' and Lorna 
McCallum respectively and in that order. 

Finally, all you volunteers out there should be aware that the 
'sunshine' part of this tour lasts approximately five months, the hard 
work is continuous, challenging and rewarding. 

662 Sig Tp 
BFPO 58 

PERSONALITIES 
Tp Comd Capt Les Rix 
AO Lt Kim Wardner AGC 
SSM W02 (SSM) Dale lk.in, Comms Section Comd W02 (YofS) 
Chris Rogan, Maint Section Comd SSgt (FofS) Mark Edwards, SQMS 
SSgt (SQMS) John Black, Station Comd FSS Capt Greco SSgt Nige 
Varley, Chief Clerk Sgt Steve Gorman. 

HELLOS AND GOODBYES 
We say goodbye to the following members of the Troop and wish 

them well for the future. Sgt 'Richie' Cousins and Dawn off to 242 
Sig Sqn via Latina and the Satcom course and his well earned 
promotion to SSgt, Cpl Eric Burns and Soe and family just up the 
road to sunny 9 Sig Regt and last but, not least, Sig Danny Barrow 
who leaves us to attend a new career course in the cold climate of 
Catterick . 

On the arrival front we extend a very warm welcome to Sgt Kev Lee 
and Helen and wish him well. Our final hello goes to Sig Tara 
Henderson who should get a good suntan working in the Commcen. 

PROMOTIONS 
We congratulate the following on their recent promotions Cpls 

Andy Dawson and Jim Newell to Sgt and LCpl Jason Foulger to Cpl. 

FSS CAPE GRECO 
First of all we say goodbye to Sgt Gary and Caroline Corrigan who 

are off to Northern Ireland, the golf club will surely never be the 
same, nor the Bitsa. 
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His replacement fresh from Germany is Sgt Ronnie Bates 
accompanied by Barbara and the family . Fortunately Ron and 
Barbara are both keen golfers so will fill the posting well. 

Sgt Doc Docberty's true vocation came to him as he watched 
Thunderbirds and is currently in UK on his helicopter pilots course, 
best of luck . 

With snow now with us we see Sgt Al Martin waxing his skis and 
heading for the mountains to help out with the instructing on the 
Instructors Course. Two British Forces Cyprus Courses, represented 
the Army squad in Near Eastern Forces Alpine Ski competitions, for 
which he was presented with his Army sports colours. 

SSgt Nigel Varley's sporting achievements were revealed on the 
hockey field. He had suffered a bad back whilst teeing off on the 
eleventh hole but, luckily, all was well for the hockey. 

Sgt Trev Lund is keeping up disappearances as Station Supervisor 
and Cpl Pete Turner is getting over his hectic time running the bar. 
Sgt Keith Tillman is now seen filling in AIO's and job applications 
whilst muttering 'only JO weeks left' . 

The Dog Section headed by Cpl Graham Lindon has been keeping 
busy with leave, gliding, skiing, building forts and more leave. 

24 HOUR CHARITY DARTS MARATHON 
At 1400 hrs on 14 March the Troop commenced on the long and 

tiring road of the 24 hour darts marathon. The marathon was held in 
the Bitsa bar and simultaneously around the world nine other Corps 
teams were doing the same thing. 

The first three darts were accurately thrown by~rs Christine Rix, 
wife of the Tp Comd who, kindly, started off the marathon. The team 
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consi ted of gt Brad Bradley, Gary Johnston, Clive Smith, John 
'\\alton, And Daw on, Cpls Kev Murphy, teve Elli and last but, by 
no means least, LCpl Brian Peach. 

Throughout the day there was great upport from the rest of the 
Troop who kept the team going with their shouts of encouragement 
and at the half way stage th team had reached a score of 314541. 

The next 12 hours were very gruelling indeed with everyone 
applying liberal amounts of Algipan to aching joints. 

Finally at 1400 on Sunday afternoon and to the great relief of 
everyone the marathon was over with a final score of 655378. 

There were seven 180's scored uring the day ; three by Brad 
Bradley, three by teve Ellis and one by John Walton. Also a special 
mention Brian Peach who attained a score of one with three darts. 

All monie received during the event will be donated to the Royal 
ignals Benevolent Fund and BLESMA. 

INTER SERVICE FOOTBALL 
The following three members of the Troop were recently selected 

for the Army (C) Soccer Squad, SSgt (FofS) Mark Edwards, Cpl Kev 
Murphy and Sig Dave Miles. 

Preparation for the game started a few days earlier with a friendly 
against the WSBA (Army 2 WSBA 1), set pieces and training sessions. 
The game was extremely fast and hard fought which could have gone 
either way. However the result was a victory for the RAF, Army (C) 
0 RAF {C) I. 

NEFSKI CHAMPIONSHIPS 
Well it was the worst winter for 75 years and that meant some 

promising skiing for our intrepid ski team. With 3m plus of snow and 
more forecast, what could possibly go wrong? Confident after the 
briefing by our team leader, Sgt 'Snowball' Al Martin, we were set for 
certain victory ... or, at least, a placing. Our leader was first off and 
sure to set the standard for us all. As we brushed the snow from his 

back our thoughts turned to the slalom event the next day . . . better 
luck next time Al! 

Day two aw us keen to make amends and everyone completed the 
course. 

We weren't in the placing but then there is always next year . 

... 
l to R: Sgts Al Martin, Nick Hawkins, SSgt Si Tatman, Sgt Gaz 

Corrigan 

CAMBRIDGE UNIVERSITY OTC 

SPRINGEX 1992 
This year's CUOTC Springex took place at Stanford Training Area 

on the weekend of 6, 7, 8 March. Each of the six Wings, RE, RAC, 
REME, Infantry, R Signals, RA, deployed tactically on to the area 
(some more tactfully than others!) and made final preparations for the 
exercise which was due to commence at 2300 hrs on the Friday 
evening. 

The CUOTC took on the guise of 1st Cambridgeshire Rifles and our 
mission was to defend a designated area to be known as 
'Stanfordovia' from enemy units. Our enemy consisted of a Company 
of 7 Royal Anglian. 

The exercise was aimed at practising each Wing in their own areas 
of expertise under battle conditions. 

.Each Wing deployed to different areas within our boundaries taking 
with them two members of the R Signals Wing to run their comms to 
BGHQ. 

The task of the R Signals was to set up and run BGHQ and to 
provide comms for the exercise. This included running the comms for 
the enemy net. The friendly and enemy nets were run from different 
areas of the HQ and no fraternising with fellow signallers on the 
enemy net was permitted. We certainly could not bribe them with 
offers of hot tea in return for details of enemy positions! 

The RE were laying and breaching minefields, the RAC were 
providing escorts f~r REME vehicles as well as carrying out recce's, 
the REME had vanous recovery and repair tasks-not all of which 
were planned! The Infantry practised ambush drills, wood clearing, 
standing patrols and recce patrols. 
~1st these t,asks were bei~~ carried out the enemy were making 

their own recce s of our positions and carrying out attacks. They 
became confused on a couple of occasions between the locations of 
BG~.Q and ~ME as they were both running generators and 
posmoned quite close to each other. This led to the REME being 
attacked more than they had bargained on and BGHQ getting off 
fairly lightly, we were all kept on our toes! 

On our final d_ar there .was a 'm~s· attack, involving each Wing, 
on an enemy pos1uon. This began with the RE breaching a minefield 
to make way for the Infantry and REME to clear the woods between 
us an~ the enemy. It was a long attack involving simulated gunfire 
orgarused between RE and RA. The attack was successful in driving 
the enemy from 'Stanfordovia'. 

Finally, when everyone had recovered, a hot meal was served 
courtesy of our AO, which was much appreciated! 

Our thanks also to 7 Royal Anglian who kept us alert all weekend 
and helped in making this year's Springex that little bit more exciting 
and memorable! 
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EXERCISE LIGHTNING STRIKE 
The Cambridge UOTC Royal Signals Wing departed for Salisbury 

Plain Friday afternoon, confident of success in the competition. 
The competition started early on Saturday, with a round robin of 

stands. The most popular being the 249 Sig Sqn {AMF(L)) stand. This 
involved 'dressing' up in Arctic warfare clothing, including snow 
shoes, getting a casualty onto a 'snow sledge' and moving some 
distance to a radio point, where a sitrep was passed to 'base' using a 
PRC 320. 

The team then continued with the competition , completing nine 
stands in total, the stands being a mixture of communication skills and 
military training. 

The final stand was a race involving getting a ~ ton trailer around 
a difficult circuit, whilst dressed in full NBC IPE. This stand was most 
amusing, particularly with the teams waiting to take part. 

The competition was over, and we came 5th out of 18 teams. 
The weekend was rounded off with a Regimental dinner in the HQ 

Officers' Mess . This was thoroughly enjoyed by all the Officer 
Cadets, the Scottish dancing going down very well, 'thanks to 
Tayforth OTC for the lessons on how to dance' (we will wear kilts 
next year!). 

This was a most enjoyable weekend. On behalf of Cambridge 
UOTC, many thanks to the ORLO team Blandford for organising a 
good competition. 

Lightning Strike Team 
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THE ROYAL SIG ALS YA H t:LUB 

Admiral 
Commodore 
Vice Commodore 

Maj Gen P . D. Alexander CB MBE 
Col P. J . Pritchard 
Col R. A. Wright 

Rear Commodores: Offshore, Maj B. H. Rowe; Dinghies, Lt Col M. J. P. Collins; Windsurfing, Lt Col C. D. McK Kemp; 
BAOR, Lt Col N. K. P. Hope. 

CONTACTS 

Yachtmasters: UK: Lt Col A. Davies, Blandford Mil 2344 
BAOR: Capt A. P . Bristow, Verden Mil 302 
Cyprus: Maj R. C. T. Cuthbert, Ayios Nikolaos 7466 

Secretaries: General: Maj J. P. McD Coulthard, Tidworth Mil 2320 
Dinghy Racing UK: Capt G. Odllng, Blandford Mil 2380 
Dinghy Racing BAOR: Capt G. R. Norton, Herford Mil 2349 
UK Windsurfing: Capt D. J. Gilchrist, Tidworth Mil 232212403 
BAOR Windsurfing: WOl J.P. Mold, Herford Mil 3285 

J24 CAMPAIGN 
by Capt D. C. A. Ellis 

New J24. In April 1992 issue of The Wire I spoke of the possibility 
of our getting a new J24. I can now confirm that this is indeed 
happening, and outline how it is being financed. 

Our Sponsor: The fact that we are able to purchase a new boat at 
all is due solely to an ext remely generous gesture by Eric and Shenda 
Glover in offering us substantial sponsorship. Eric retired from the 
Corps some years ago as a Lt Col (QM) and, whilst serving, was a very 
active and enthusiastic member of the Yacht Club. As many of you 
will know, he presented the Glover Cup for the Triangular Regatta 
versus the Gunners and Sappers at Sea view. To both Eric and Shenda 
we offer our sincere thanks, and will do all in our power to put it to 
the use that it was intended-to beat Stuart Jardine! 

Co-Ownership: The new boat in fact is a joint venture, between the 
RSYC (using the sponsorship money) and the Army Sailing 
Association, using the money generated from selling Chieftain . The 
RSYC will have sole use of the boat until the end of 1995, at which 
time the situation is reviewed. 

Progress to date: Good news and bad news! First the good news, 
and that is that we have now placed our order for the new J24, and 
have a buyer for Chieftain . The bad news is that the delivery at present 
is only guaranteed for mid June, which means that we would have to 
sail the National Championships in the old boat. All we can do at 
present is make every endeavour to get an earlier delivery date. 

Spring Series: We have just completed the Spring Series at 
Lymington, coming third overall . Unfortunately I was unavailable for 
two of the races, so Chieftain was helmed by 'guest drivers' for these 
two to enable the rest of the team to sail and get some more practice. 

.. 
Winds urfers gathered at Browndown for the 199 1 
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A third race was blown off, and in yet another we retired when the 
wind dropped to nothing. Thus a result of third was about the best 
that we could expect. 

WINDSURFING 
June already and this year's season well under way with the 

following events already history:-
4/5 May BAOR Corps Championships 
7 May 1st round Inter-Corps Knockout versus REME 
18/19 May BAOR Championships 
27 /28 May SWDist Championships 
4-6 Jun UK Corps Championships 

Coverage of them all will be included in the August issue. 
Lest you haven't seen a copy of this year's Corps Windsurfing 

Newsletter, it was published back in March. It contains useful info for 
all Corps Windsurfers and it is in your interests to read it. If you 
haven' t seen a copy contact your unit rep or failing that the Windsurf 
Secretary will gladly oblige you with one. Major events still to come 
this year are as follows: -
26 Jun Inter-Corps Team Race, Weymouth 
27-28 Jun Army Individual Championships, Weymouth 
6-8 Jul BFG Championships, Dummersee 
7 Jul UK Corps versus RAF, Thornton Stewart Resvr 
25-26 Jul Combined Services Championships, Browndown 
1-3 Oct Corps-wide Championships, Browndown 
26-27 Oct BAOR Inter-Corps, Dummersee 

More details of these events plus many others can be obtained by 
contacting your theatre Corps Secretary. 
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CORPS SKIING 

For a number of years Corps Skiing has been sponsored by 22 Sig 
Rcgt but a the Regiment disb~nds this responsibility passes to 4 Armd 
Div HQ and Sig Regt and rt seems appropriate to highlight the 
achievement of the competitive skiers who rep1 esented their unit and 
the Corps during the 1991 season. 

END OFAN ERA 
by gt Phil Cadman and Roger Lartie P Info 3 Armd Div 

As photographers we have followed the fortunes of the Army 
ordic and Alpine Skiing for a number of years and it is apparent that 

the teams from 22 Sig Regt take competitive skiing very seriously, 
particularly the Army Championships . 

From the end of August the Regiment's training for this major 
event begins with cross country running and intense physical training 
programmes; throughout the summer months the Nordic team will 
also practice their techniques by Roller Skiing. In December the 
Nordic Team move to Skei, in Norway, while the Alpine Team moves 
to the Corps' Training Camp in Kaprun, Austria; these concentrated 
training camps lead up to Royal Signals, Divisional, Army and Inter
Service Championships . 

Throughout the years 22 Sig Regt have achieved some of the highest 
standards in competitive skiing and although this is a sad year for the 
Regiment their ski teams were winners of the Army Overall Alpine 
Team Championships and Giant Slalom Championships. Regrettably 
this is the end of an era and 22 Sig Regt's team will not compete again. 

THE NORDIC SKI CAMP AND CORPS CHAMPIONSHIPS-
1991 
by 2Lt Andy Talbot 

The camp was again organised by 22 Sig Regt and they were joined 
by tea:ms from 4 Armd Div HQ and Sig Regt, 14 Sig Regt, 21 Sig Regt, 
202 Sig Sqn and AA College Harrogate. The aim was to provide the 
best possible training to prepare the maximum number of Corps skiers 
for the Divisional and Army Championships. 

Training started on 2 December 1991 with two weeks of instruction 
allowing skiers to be graded according to their ability. The novices 
~e~e. allocated No~egian instructors while the more experienced 
mdividuals were tramed by our own BASI instructors, SSgt Adrian 
Scott, Sgt Bob Anderson and LCpl 'Boppa' Bromiley. Initial 
instruction was classical skiing followed by biathlon training towards 
the end of the second week. 

The Corps' 1991 Nordic Skiing Championships was held in the third 
week and consisted of the 4 x 7 .5km Biathlon Race, the lOkm 
Classical Race and the 4 x !Okm Relay Race. Despite only being 
allowed to enter their B Team 22 Sig Regt ran out clear winners, 
followed closely by 4 Armd Div Sig Regt and 21 Sig Regt. 

Sgt Bob Anderson and Sig Andy George helping to set unbeatable 
times in the patrol race 
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THE CORPS' ALPINE SKI CAMP AND CHAMPIONSHIPS 
by Maj Paul Ford 

The Corps' Alpine Ski Camp and Championships is an annual 
event, consisting of three weeks training and one week of competition 
Last year it took place from 23 November to 21 December 1991 on th~ 
Kitzsteinhorn Glacier in Kaprun, Austria. 

A total of 43 s~iers from 3 and 4 ;Armd Div HQ and Sig Regts, 7, 
16, 14, 21 ad 22 Sig Regts, and 200 Sig Sqn took part. Instruction was 
provi,ded by.S~gt Phil Philemon (Chief Instructor), Sgt Andy Brown, 
Cp~ Geordie Crawfo~d and Cpl 'Dobbo' Dobson concentrating 
mamly on slalom and giant slalom techniques, with ' basic instruction 
for the intermediate skiers to prepare them for pole' work. The 
weather was good for most of the time with plenty of snow on the 
training pistes. 

THE 1991 CORPS' CHAMPIONSHIPS 
The Race Committee decided that the Championships should be 

slanted towards novices and the less experienced competitors, 
ensuring a more even standard of competition . Those who 
represented, or had represented the Corps, or were in the top 30 skiers 
in the Army were expected to officiate rather than compete. 

The competition started with a Seeding/Giant Slalom in near 
perfect condi.tion~. Sig Steve Massey, a new talent from 22 Sig Regt , 
come first with Sig 'Robbo' Robertson of 3 Armd Div HQ and Sig 
Regt taking second place. Despite the weather closing in an excellent 
contest took place between 4 Armd Div HQ and Sig Regt and 21 Sig 
Regt in the Team Giant Slalom, six seconds separating the two teams. 
By the third day of racing near blizzard conditions had set in 
however, a single run slalom was held, allowing both individual and 
team placings to be awarded; again 4 Div HQ and Sig Regt set the pace 
just ahead of 22 Sig Regt to win the Team Slalom. 

The combined Individual winner was Sig Steve Massey of 22 Sig 
Regt, with his team colleague LCpl Al Newman as runner up . The 
Team Combinatio.n winners were 4 Armd Div HQ and Sig Regt , led 
by Capt John Dakm whose own consistent performance rewarded him 
with third place in the Combined Individual competition . 21 Sig Regt 
were runners up in the Team Combination, captained by SSgt Steve 
Barrington who, as the fastest veteran, achieved excellent personal 
results , sixth in the Giant Slalom and fourth in the Slalom placed him 
fourth combined Individual. The best Novice was Cpl 'Bugsy' 
Jennings of 21 Sig Regt who displayed superb form despite having 
been on the snow for just a few weeks. The Runner-Up Novice was 
2Lt Bob Lovett of 3 Armd Div HQ and Sig Regt who also skied very 
well . 

The SPS Trophy kindly donated by Dougie Whittrick, an ex
member of the Corps who runs SPS Sports in Sonthofen is a new 
prize and was awarded for the Most Improved Individual to LCpl 
Mark Claxton. 

THE CORPS' CAMPS AND CHAMPIONSHIPS-1992 
The Corps' Alpine Ski Camp and Championships are due to take 

place in Kaprun, Austria from 21 November to 19 December 1992. 
The training camp will occupy the first three weeks, with the 
Championships being held during the fourth week. All Regular and 
Volunteer members of the Corps and attached personnel are welcome 
to attend but the racers will be limited to 100. 

The Nordic Ski Camp is now an annual event providing excellent 
facilities, including guaranteed snow and the World Cup Biathlon 
Centre at Austlid close by. There is always room for more units to 
take part. 

SUMMARY 
Both the training camps are now regular fixtures and are open to 

all members of the Corps. They are designed to identify and nurture 
the Corps' skiing talent by providing the highest standard of 
centralised training we can afford. The Corps' Skiing Regiment can 
only spearhead the effort; if we are to break the Gunner, Sapper and 
RCT monopoly we have to develop a greater depth of skiing talent in 
as many units as possible within the Corps. The greater the number 
of panicipants in the skiing camps the cheaper we can make it· for 
further i~formation c<.>ntact either: Maj Paul Ford, Comd I Sqn, 3 
Armd Div HQ and Sig Regt, BFPO 114 or Maj Alistair Clark the 
Corps Skiing Secretary. 
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BELFAST BRANCH 
Branch business would normally be concluded in November but, 

this year a very special event took place in December 1991. It was the 
presentation of Honorary Membership for our erstwhile member Mr 
Jim Anderson on 18 December 1991. Jim returned to Belfast for the 
presentation. His contribution to the Branch over 35 years was mainly 
in the capacity of treasurer; we thought the Scots were a canny lot but 
if it came to a competition we think our 'Jovial Geordie' would win 
hands down! 

The Honorary Badge raised a few eyebrows because we could not 
determine whether it was upside down or back to front as the format 
was so unusual. However we decided that as RHQ supplied the badge 
it must be OK. During January, another badge arrived with a note 
which explained that the first badge was incorrect. That set the record 
straight and Jim now has two badges and a story to tell. We wish Jim 
well in his retirement and hope to see him from time to time at Branch 
meetings. 

At the RSA gathering 

CHESTER BRANCH 
On 19 September we entertained members of Southport Branch at 

the home of 80 Sig Sqn (V) TA Centre. After being shown around the 
Squadron during its Drill Night everyone enjoyed a buffet supper. 

We held our 46th annual dinner on 31 January at the RBL Club at 
Upton. Guest of Honour was Lt Col Crombie and Mrs Sue Crombie. 
Lt Col Crombie showed us slides of the Gulf conflict which we all 
found very interesting. He also kindly presented three of our members 
with 50 year badges, namely, Lt Col Jimmy Ellis, Bill Fairclough and 
Pip Haigh. 

L to R: Members Bill Fairclough, Pip Haigh and Lt Col Jimmy Ellis 
celebrate 50 years of membership 
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DERBY BRANCH 
On Armistice Sunday 1991 W02 (SSM) Ward held a parade in the 

main hall. On behalf of the Branch, two wreaths were laid on the 
Memorial in memory of our fallen comrades, after which the 
Squadron entertained us to lunch. 

The committee arranged a Christmas Lunch and Cabaret at a local 
hotel, for the Branch senior citizen members. This was a enjoyable 
event, with much reminiscence and pleasure. 

In February, sadly, Capt Pauline Veitch passed away. Our 
sympathy j!Oes to her daughters Patricia and Hilary-Pauline was 
one of our guests at the Christmas Lunch, and was so happy to meet 
up with past comrades. 

21 MARCH 1992 
The evening of our annual dinner dance, to which much planning 

and organisation was given, we entertained 124 guests, a mixture of 
members from 1930/40 to present time. 

Guests of Honour were The Lord Lieutenant of Derbyshire Col P. 
Hilton MC, XstJ, JP and Mrs Hilton, the Regimental Secretary Col 
A. N. de Bretton-Gordon and Mrs de Bretton-Gordon, CO of 38 Sig 
Regt (V) Lt Col R. J. R. West and Mrs West and Mrs M. Riggs 
Assistant Editor of The Wire. The guests were welcomed with a 
sherry reception, a seven course dinner, superbly cooked and 
presented and served by 620 Duffield Air Cadets, under the 
supervision of Major Domo SSgt Batchelor. 

The Chairman proposed a toast to absent friends. Col de Bretton
Gordon and Lt Col West, in their speeches, brought the guests up to 
date with news of the Association and the Regiment. 

Due to illness the President was unable to attend. His three Vice 
Presidents carried out his duties with flair and helped to make the 
evening a success. Cpl M. Adams with his usual patter and music 
completed a happy night. 

News of Association serving members-Cpl and LCpl Westbrook 
are now the proud parents of a son, and judging by the strength of 
his lungs he should make an excellent Drill Sergeant one day. This 
makes eight babies, six boys and two girls, towards a Squadron in 
days to come! 

We regret to say our member Sgt R. Paterson passed away suddenly 
on 14 March. Our thoughts are with his widow and two daughters . 

At the AGM on 17 March all officials were re-elected and Cpl and 
LCpl Fletcher joined the committee. Thanks were given by the 
Chairman for the support of the committee over the past year; also 
for the collection of clothes and bric a brae LO assist the Children's 
Hospital League of Friends-and, working with SSAF A, we were able 
to assist several members. 

The Chairman expressed a big vote of thanks to 46 Sqn for their 
wonderful suppon, and use of their facilities and the enjoyable 
evenings in the Warrant Officers' and Sergents' Mess all of which are 
greatly appreciated. 

EAST LONDON BRANCH 
On 14 March our Branch held its annual dinner and dance at the 

TA Centre Ilford, the Chairman welcomed 120 guests. 
Our Guests of Honour this year were Lt Col McLay TD, CO 36 Sig 

Regt (V) and RSM WOI T. M. Perkins and their ladies. 
The cup for the best Troop this year was presented by Lt Col McLay 

to Capt Clegg for 755 Tp. 
Capt Dyball welcomed our guests and told them that Lt Col McLay 

would present 50 year badges to F. Backhouse, H. Bowers, E. 
Griffiths, P. Gunn MBE and S. Thorpe-Tracey in recognition of their 
long service to the Association. This was a pleasant surprise and an 
honour to receive them. 

Lt Col McLay in his address stated he was pleased to have been able 
to attend, and outlined the future for the Regiment, and told us that 
the HQ was the home of the Association as well as the Regiment. 
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pre our thank to Lt Col McLal for the u e of the hall, 
the caterer for grand meal. the bar staff, Terry' music for t~e 
d n ·ng, and a pecial thank you to Maj (Retd) Greenwood and_ his 
ommittee for organi ing uch an extremely successful function , 

to ether with all hi helpers. . 
The evening oncluded with Sunset and the auonal Anthem, with 

our Standard Bearer Fred Backhou e present. 
The resuh of the hropshire Branch Association Draw for 1992 

were: !st-Party Politic , Ticket No 09007, R. Regan, Bradfor.d 
Branch, £150.00; 2nd-Romany King, Ticket No 04225, Maggie 
Peake, Belfa t, £75.00; 3rd-Laura's Beau, Ticket No 079tq, W. F . 
Green, Southampton, £25.00 and 4th-Docklands Express, T icket No 
032 6, J . In-ioe, Aberdeen, £10.00. . 

The Draw Committee would like to thank all tho e who sold uckets. 
A cheque for £500.00 has gone to the Corps Benevolent Fund. 

ROYAL SIGNALS ASSOCIATION 
BENEVOLENT FUND 

The fo llowing donation were gratefully received during 
1992. 

March 

Post Office Counters Ltd - 56 Div Sigs Old 
Comrades (Motor Cycle Display Team) . . .. ..... . . . 

In memory of W02 (YofS) N. S Molyneax . .. . . . .. . . . 
Royal Signals Manning & Records Office . . . . . . . ... . . 
56 Div Sigs OCA .. . ... . . . ...... . ... .. .... ... ... .. . 
28 Sigs Regt Sergeants' Mes . ... .. ... .. .... . . ..... . 
RSA Cotswolds ... .. ....... .. .... . . . .. .. . . ... . . .. . 
W02 B. M. Reynolds . . . .... .. .. . .. . .. . ..... . . . . .. . 
In memory of Maj L. J . Cann . . .. . ... . . .. ......... . 
Mr R. C. Shaw . . . .. ...... . .. . .... . . . ....... . .. . . . 
Certa Cito Lodge . .. . .... .. . . ....... ... .. . . . . .. . . . . 
Col M. P. Walker MBE . . . .. . ... . .... . .. . .. . . . . . .. . 

£ 500.00 
£ 492.52 
£ 345.22 
£ 130.00 
£ 121 .52 
£ 50.00 
£ 40.00 
£ 10.00 
£ 10.00 
£ 10.00 
£ 6.00 
£1,715.26 

The following donations were gratefully received during April 1992. 
RSA Shropshire (Grand National Draw) . . . . . . . . . . . . . £ 500.00 
RBL Swanage Club Ltd ..... . .... .. ..... . . . .. . . ... . £ 100.00 
In memory of Col A . N . Griffiths . . . .. .... .. . . ... . .. £ 70.00 
In memory of W02 (YofS) S. Molyneux . . . .. . . .. .. . . £ 50.00 
RSA Bedford . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £ 31.50 
In memory of Lt Col Deakin . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £ 20.00 
In memory of Lt Col Nat Gould. . ... . . . . ...... . .... £ 10.00 
RSA Harrogate . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £ 5.00 
RSA Oldham . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . .. . . . . . . £ 5.00 

£ 791.50 

REUNION 
3rd DIVISIONAL SIGNALS REUNION CLUB 

Our 40th Reunion and AGM was held at the Victory Club, in 
London, on Saturday 28 March with a good attendance of 47 
members and guests. The occasion was rather special because of two 
presentations in connection with our late Secretary, Ernest (Ernie) 
Bayley, who, shortly before his death had been one of the first to be 
awarded the Association's 50 Year Badge. Ernie had also been 
awarded the Master of Signals Award but, sadly, was found dead on 
the very day it was to be presented to him. 

Bill Holden, one of our Committee, had undertaken ro have the 50 
Year Badge set into a plinth and gavel to be used at future Reunions. 
The plinth and gavel were made by Bill's cousin, Mr A. Bagshaw, who 
worked on restoring the Grinling Gibbons carvings at the Old Bailey 
after they had been damaged by an IRA bomb. Bill's stepson, Mr R. 
Brown, did the signwriting on the plinth and, just to complete the hat 
trick, his son-in-law Mr F. Turner, made a presentation box for the 
plinth and gavel. Bill presented the plinth and gavel to our Club 
President, Brig J. D. T. (Bertie) Brett at the AGM. The President 
thanked Bill and his family for their lovely gift. 

The fact that Ernie had been honoured by the Master of Signals, 
Maj Gen A. C. Blrtwistle CB CBE DL is a cause of much pride in the 
Club, though we know that his interests were many and varied we feel 
that his deepest affection was for the Club, of which he was a founder 
Member '!nd Secretary. Mr and Mrs Bird, his long time friends from 
Rotherham and his executors, feel the same way and have kindly 
agreed th11t the Master of Signals Award to Ernie be passed to the 
Club. The Club decided that the best place for the Award, a beautiful 
cut crystal ship's decanter, suitably inscribed, would be the Sergeants' 
Mess of 3rd Armd Div HQ and Sig Regt and our President duly 
handed over the Award to Lt Col R. Baxter the CO of the Regiment. 
The CO, in accepting it on behalf of the Mess, said that the award 
would be held in safekeeping for the Club and that a suitably inscribed 

226 

plaque would be affixed to a plinth to remind everyone of Ernie and 
what he stood for . 

Among the letters of apology for a bsence was one on behalf of 
Edward (Speedy) Worsfold from his daughter. She mentioned , among 
other thing that her Mum and Dad would be celebrating their 
Diamond Wedding on 3 September this year (not much excuse for 
Speedy forgetting his wedding anniversary) . Speedy, a one time 
member o f the pre war White Helmets, married Beatrice at Amesbury 
Parish Church in 1932 and though they were both of age, Speedy had 
to get permission from his CO, Lt Col Naylor and Beatrice had to 
supply three character refe rences. Makes you think doesn' t it? 
Another Club stalwart who celebrates, with his wife Rita, their 
Golden anniversary, is Maj A. (Pip) Wheeler . The great day is 20 
June. 

Our Guest o f Honour at this Reunion was Maj R . G. Thomas who 
commanded a Squadron from 3rd Armd Div HQ and Sig Regt in the 
Gulf. Maj Thomas gave a most interesting talk, illustrated with slides , 
about Op Granby and was full of praise for the young Signallers, of 
all ranks, with whom he had served . Attending the Reunion for the 
first time this year were Mr R. W. A. C. Griffi n, Capt J. H . (Wally) 
Hammonds and Maj L. W. P rescott. We hope they enjoyed the 
Reunion and will become regular attenders. 

All in all a very successful afternoon and we al l look forward to the 
next Reunion, scheduled for 27 March 1993 . Make a note in your 
diary! 

The Master of Signals Award 
Brig ' Bertie ' Brett hands over the decanter to Lt Col R. Baxter. 

79th ARMOURED DIVISIONAL SIGNALS 
OFFICERS ASSOCIATION 

On Saturday 11 April, all eight of the remaining officers of this 
Regiment assembled with, for the first time, their wives in 
Canterbury. As a prelude to what followed that evening, all embussed 
and then visited in turn, the Channel Tunnel Exhibition in Folkestone, 
The White Cliffs Exhibition at Dover (including lunch) and finally 
Hell Fire Corner in Dover Castle before returning to their 
accommodation for a well earned cup of tea and a swim in the hotel 
pool. 

At 1930 hrs all 15 again assembled for a Ladies Guest Night, the 
first of its kind, hosted by one of their younger members in their 
home; it has become a tradition that such dinners are followed by the 
AGM but the postprandial effect is such that the meetings have to be 
seen and heard to be believed. No minutes have ever been published! 

Those present were: Maj Gen and Mrs John Badcock (hosts}, Mr 
and Mrs Chris Denard, Mr and Mrs Cliff Heap, Mr and Mrs Jimmy 
Humble, Mr and Mrs Robin Jennings, Mr and Mrs David Lloyd
Davies, Mr and Mrs Denis Strange and Mr Les Wardell. 

The Indian Signals Association of GB is helping Pakistan Signals 
with the creation of its History since 1947 and repaying Indian Signals 
conhections over here with assistance such as their Corps gives to our 
members visiting India . 

A high proportion of our members belong to a local Association 
Branch of their own as well as ours. 

After our Annual Dinner on 11 April in London a heart warming 
tribute was received from Col Javed Alam Khan, the Pakistan Army 
Attache. It stated:-

'Congratulations on the outstanding success of the Annual Dinner 
last Saturday. Thank you very much for the hospitality and especially 
the spirit displayed by all of you . The ties linking us were very evident 
and must be maintained. 

For information on the ISAGB ring Alex Trueman on 0816949489 
or Joe Crocker on 0462 812074.) 

THE WIRE, JUNE 1992 

BURMA STAR ASSOCIATION 
BLACKP OOL AND FYLDE BRANCH 

The sixth annual ' Blackpool Week-End Reunion Event' is bemg 
held on 26, 27 and 28 June 1992. All holders of the 'Burma Star' 
whether members of the Association or not, their families and friend~ 
are invited to attend . All events will be held in the Empress Ballroom 
Winter Gardens . The cost per person for the full week-end of event~ 
is £6 .00 (which includes a buffet on the Sunday lunch time following 
the parade). For further information and tickets please contact Mr J. 
)'', Nield 188 Whitegate Drive, Blackpool, Lancashire FY3 9HJ. Tel: 
(0253) 63134. 

25 REGIMENT RA 
The 6th Reunion of 25 Regt RA (1947- 1984) is to take place on 

Sunday 5 July 1992 at the Royal School of Artillery, Larkhill. 
Detai ls for those not on the mailing list can be had from: Maj L. 

Haddow, 'Oak Trees ', 11 Chapel Lane, Hempstead, Gillingham, Kent 
ME7 3TD. 

'F' COMP ANY BOYS ROYAL SIGNALS 1939 
A reunion is planned for September 1992 for all members of 'F' 

Company who were at Catterick in 1939. Please contact Alan (Podge) 
Ridgcon at 153 Sibthorpe Road, Lee, London SE12 9DR. 
Tel: 08 1-857-2733, or Don Chetwynd at 11 Parmiter Way, Wimborne, 
Dorset BH21 2BS. Tel: 0202 882750, or Victor Dugdale 12 Deep Well 
Drive, Camberley, Surrey GU15 2HF or RHQ R Signals Tel : 071 414 
8431. 

DID YOU SERVE AT KANDY, HORA RENA, EKALA? 
Anyone who served at any of the above places with the Ceylon High 

Speed Wireless Company/ Squadron and later the Army Wireless 
Chain Squadron 1944-1 950 is asked to respond to this notice. 

Mr Harry Moore is now organising a fourth reunion (following 
three highly successful ones) at the Belmont House Hotel in Leicester 
in October and is anxious to find those 'lost survivors' he has been 
unable to track down so far. You can be sure of a memorable evening 
so do please write to him at: l Blue Granite Park, The Green, 
Mountsorrel, Leicestershire LE12 7AG or telephone 0533-375423. 

WAR GRAVES IN TUNISIA 
During a recent holiday in Tunisia, Lt Col Stuart Dunlop photo

graphed the graves of eight of our soldiers buried in the Medjez el Bab 
and Enfidaville War Cemeteries. Their names are as follows : 5948643 
Cpl S. Dipple- 20 February 1943, 2387607 Dvr N. Toner- 18 January 
1943 , 2332033 DvrF. A. Fayers-22 January 1943, 2522340 Sgt A. W. 
Milroy-26 February 1943, 2331446 Sig G. J. L. Sandall- 7 
December 1942, 2334774 Sgt G . C. Lines-23 February 1943 , Capt K. 
J. S. Bretherton-26 November 1942 and Capt P. V. N. Strange-9 
April 1943 . 

Included with the photographs is a general view of T he War 
Cemetery at Medjez el Bab . 

Copies of these photographs are held by the Assistant Regimental 
Secretary. 

NORTH CHINA IN THE '30s 
Tom Mellor, Secretary, Huddersfield Branch recalls that whilst 

serving in Shanghai in the 30's, on detac~en~ wit~ ~he Royal Na'.")'. 
he visited, among many other places, We1-Hai-We1 island, a coaling 
station in North China. 

There was a cinema on the island run by NAAFI entertainments and 
it was customary to watch the film whilst eating your way through a 
bag of ' monkey nuts' . By the end o f the performan~e the floo r _was 
knee-deep in nut shells! Those were the days before take your litter 
home'. 

Were you there? 

PERSONAL 
SIG WALLY BEER 

Anyone having information regarding the above. named who s~rved 
at Arnhem with 156 Bde (R Signals' detachment) 1s asked to wnte to 
R. G. Balkbam, Woodbury Lodge, 4 Woodbury Gardens, Tenterden, 
Kent TN30 6JS . 

Ex Cpl Jack Perks CEng, FICE, FIStructE, author of 'Dorset' s AA 
Defences ' would like to contact old comrades of Weymouth and 
Lychett Minster days. Bob Blackman, Reg and Joan Barnes, Ron 
Butcher, Les Pressnell, Alan Pester, Norman Clayton among others. 
Please write to him at 47 Miles Avenue, Wareham, Dorset BH20 7AS. 

(It is regretted that Jack Perks' book was attributed to another 
Corps member-ex Capt J . M. R. Perks, both living in Dorset.) . 
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Dvr ;l, I-". Ratcliffe who erved in Royal Signals Troop, attached 
Queen Bay Tank Regiment at folengbestel 1949-5 1, would like to hear 
from his comrades. Please wri te to him at 6 Lonsdale Street, Bran ty, 
Whitehaven. Cumbria CA28 6BY. 

Frederick Charles Smith joined 27 January 1920; served in India; 
RSA Life Membership Number 967 (1925). Please contact: ' Pop' 
Reeves, c/o Coventry Branch. 

Ex Sgt Sidney J . Wilson would like to hear from anyone who served 
in 35W /T Section or B Troop, 8 Corps Sig (Taunton to Kiel) . Please 
get in touch with him at JO Haigh Street, Cleethorpes, South 
Humberside DN35 BQN. Tel: (0472) 693490. 

From: Dennis K. Egan 
Dear Sir, 

LETTERS 

Whilst re-reading the December 1991 Wire, page 449, I noticed the 
item about Brig Martin Roberts and the Special Event station put on 
as GB200 SIG from Burniston Barracks in April 1991. 

Many thanks to Brig Roberts GO OBV and to our Secretary Ray 
Webb G3 EKL also all our other members fo r letting us contact this 
station . 

The item next to this was also of great interest, the 1950-1951 Royal 
Signals Speedway Team. Looking at these young men of that time 
reminds me so much of my time between 1942 and 1947. In particular 
late 1945 to late 1947 when l was in the Middle East with the 18th Air 
Formation Sig Regt. 

I was with 147 DR Section and we were members of the Bar-None
Motorcycle Club and ran many motorcycle trials. We also ran Sand 
Track Racing trials which were the same as speedway events. These 
events were very popular with all the units in the area and the RAF 
of course and, I still have the original programmes for 26 December 
1946, 18 May 1947 and 16 March 1947. I wonder where my team 
mates are today? Many of the events were held at the sand track at 
Maadi near Cairo and then at the El Ballah Sand Track on the Canal 
Zone. Who remembers the 'El Ballah' Aces, The Rest of Egypt 
(drawn from many Regiments}, 3 GHQ Sig etc? Also, the Middle East 
motorcycle trials were very popular with all the 'Arms' in that part of 
the world. 

When my mother died last August, aged 98, I found an 'Egyptian 
Mail ' dated Thursday 22 May 1947 which I had sent her stamped PRI 
18 Air Formation Sig . This is yellowing and fragile but very readable. 

Last September I went to the 47 Arnhem 'Lest We Forget 
Foundations' trip, the first time I have been back to the area srnee 
1944 and, I hope to go again this year, before I get too old. 

Let's hear a bit more from the ' old hands', even if we are getting 
on a bit. So what about it , the long, the short and the tall , as we are 
not 'saying goodbye to you all', just yet? 

4 Hazel Grove 
Longmeadow 
Dinas Powis 
South Glamorgan 
CF6 4TE UK 

Yours faithfully, 
Dennis Ega.n 

Dennis Egan 
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from: e ' I Ph}lr Corden 
Dear Sir, 

I have recently been looking through some old wartime snaps of 
mine, and I would like to know what ha happened to some of my old 
colleague , especially those of 21 Army Gp HQ. I would especially like 
to know whether gt J ohnny Cook (or Cooke) is still living, likewise 
Tony MacDonald . I think they both came from London. 

I wa gt Pbylli Corden of the A TS/Royal Signals and I knew Sgt 
Johnny Cooke from my days as a LCpl. I also served in Bruxelles with 
him in the 21 Army Gp . Cpl MacDonald wa there too . 

gt Johnny Cooke came from Hampstead, and had a sister who 
served in the ATS/ Signals with me. Her name was Queenie Cooke. He 
was a member of the GPO Eng Dept. 

I my elf am a Life Member of the Royal Signab Association, and 
a member of the South Staffordshire Branch at Tamworth . 

If you have any information as to the whereabouts of these two old 
comrades, I would be very grateful to have same. 

o 4 Parker Street 
Leek 
Staffs 
ST13 6LB 

Yours faithfu lly, 
Phyllis Corden (Miss) 

From: Maj (Ret'd) J. V. Pree 
Dear Sir 

Having recently returned from a most enjoyable trip to Fiji I 
thought some of your readers might be interested in some information 
regarding a few ex members of the Corps I managed to contact. 
Thanks to Alex Kubu I managed to obtain the address of Harry 
Powell in Suva before setting out. Harry, although a very busy man 
running his own electronics firm, was kind enough to contact some 
old friends and arrange a meeting in the bar of the Royal Suva Yacht 
Club. 

The meeting turned into a very enjoyable and alcoholic journey 
down memory lane. Apart from Harry, Sefton Erasito turned up, the 
same infectious grin. I remember from 21 Sig Regt 20 years ago. 
Sefton is now an agricultural estate manager busy growing exotic 
herbs and spices for the Australian market. Jake Tulele turned up, 
those of you that served with the old 216 Sig Sqn will remember him . 
Harold Naidu of 7 Sig Regt fame was there, also in fine form. Fred 
Dewa, now Dr Dewa, also came for a drink and a chat. Fred and 
Molly are now almost a part of the fabric of the University of the 
South Pacific where Fred lectures in mathematics. The next day whilst 
recovering from a surfeit of Fiji Bitter Fred very kirrdly took 
Stephanie and me for a tour of the University campus. It was 
fascinating to see so many students drawn from literally millions o f 
square miles of the South Pacific. 

I managed to contact Keith Zoing a few days later by phone. I had 
not realised how vast Fiji is , nearly 300 islands covering an area of 
approximately 250,000 square miles. Keith and Mary are now living 
in Labasa on Vanua Levu where Keith is involved in a development 
aimed at Fiji's growing tourist industry. Time and, the limits imposed 
by distance, precluded a meeting but I shall certainly make it next time 
we go. 

Those of you who had the pleasure of serving with the Fijians will 
not need me to tell you of their kindness to strangers, their hospitality 
and their boundless zest for life. The whole experience was for both 
of us a memory we shall always treasure. If you can make it, do so, 
you will never forget it. 

Finally, I was delighted to hear of Fiji's third successive victory in 
the Hong Kong Sevens. The press coverage during the run up was 
total . I shudder to think what would have happened bad they not 
succeeded. 

Yours faithfully, 
Vic Prees 

PS I think I may have persuaded them to open a branch of the 
Association in Suva. Who knows, we may yet see a Fijian standard at 
the Cauerick Reunion. 

(Long time readers of The Wire will remember the front cover 
picture of the January 1984 issue together with the article by Brig Alan 
Yeoman 'Fijian Farewell'. Some familiar faces can be seen including 
Keith Zoiog). 

From: D. Smith 
Dear Sir, 

I recently visited Regimental Headquarters and was shown a 
photograph of the October 1942 intake of the BTC which was 
published in the January 1988 issue of The Wire on page 11 8. There 
were quite a few names and I hope the attached list will help fill some 
of the gaps. 

Fifty years is a long time, and I thought I could remember everyone 
in the intake-tempus is fugiting. However, I hope the list will be of 
some help. 

Yours faithfully, 
D. Smith 
(2547755) 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 1 2 Back Row. 
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 Third Row. 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 Second Row. 
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 Front Row. 

Back Row Third Row 
1 Saunders? 
2 Grainger 
3 Dove 
4 
5 Morgan 
6 D. C. Williams • ? 
7 Curtis? 
8 Dai Rees 
9 

10 x 
1 1 Alan Crabtree 
12 x 

Second Row 
1 
2 Tich White 
3 McGahan x 
4 George Severs x 
5 Cpl Galloway - Instructor 
6 Jack Reid 
7 Capt York (Dumbo) CO 
8 
9 

10 Sgt T . Blades (Buller) 
Instructor 

11 
12 
13 C. D. Beale (Bertie) + 
14 

x Ex Duke of Yorks 
• Gordon's 

1 x 
2 King 
3 D. Smith 
4 
5 Jock Kennedy 
6 Nick Naeme 
7 
8 
9 

10 Canham 
11 Waugh 
12 

Front Row 
1 K. G. M . Roberts 
2 Oakley 
3 
4 Churchill (7) 
5 
6 
7 x 
8 Stan Whitehead 
9 

10 Glyn Hamilton-Jones (Med 
discharge 1944) 

11 Gordon Lilley 
12 
13 

+ The only man, as far as I know, to swim the Great Bitter Lakes. 

BEQUESTS AND DONATIONS TO 
THE ROYAL SIGNALS ASSOCIATION 

In recent times, the call on the benevolent funds of the 
Association , to support members and ex-members of the Corps 
in need, has grown steadily. At the same time, the income to 
the Association, which depends heavily on the serving Corps 
subscribing One Day's Pay per year, has been in decline as 
Corps numbers have decreased. The Association is always 
grateful for donations, but particularly so at the present time. 
Donations in lieu of flowers at funerals are always appreciated 
and are a very appropriate way of commemorating an ex
member of the Corps. The Association has greatly benefited, 
too, from bequests: please remember the Association in your 
will. 

THE WRITING OF THE HISTORY OF THE ROYAL NEW ZEALAND CORPS OF SIGNALS 
The R ZCS History Committee is now well underway with the writing of their Corps history. If you have any information on New Zealand 
Signals that would be of interest, especially if you served with 7 Armd Sig Div, the committee would be pleased to hear from you. Please 
write to: Cliff Lord, 92 Union Road, Howick, Auckland·, New Zealand. 
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Corps Goods Available from the Museum Shop, Blandford Camp, Dorset DT11 SRH 
Telephone enquiries to Blandford Miiitary 2248 STD (0268 482248). 

Price list with effect from 1 May 1992. 
Blazer Badge 
Blazer Button - Large 

Small 
Belt, Italian leather, reversible Black/Brown engraved w ith Corps Badge 
Bookmark 
Brooch, white with gold Corps Badge 
Cap Badge 
Clip board with Corps Crest 
Cocktail Mat Set, six, blue acrylic w ith Corps Badge 
Coasters, leather, set of 4 , with Corps Crest 
Corps Badge, on foil, framed and glazed, 11 • x 9 " 
Corps Records and Cassettes - Information Sheet Available 
Credit card holder, leather, with Corps Crest 
Crystal Engraved with Corps Badge 

Brandy Glass .. . 
Brandy Glass, Cut Crystal 
Sherry Glass 
Whisky Glass ... 
Whisky Glass, Cut Crystal 
Wine Goblet 
Decanters, Plain 
Decanters, Cut Crystal 
Bud Vase with engraved Corps Crest . . . . . . 
Rose bowl Cut Crystal with engraved Corps Crest 

Gilt Oval Cufflinks, engraved with Corps Badge 
Hipflasks 
Keyrings - Leather . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 

Corps (enamelled Corps Badge, with leather tag) 
Corps Badge . . . 

Ladies Marcasite Brooch .. . 
New Ladies Scarf, Dark Blue with White Jimmy in one corner 
Lapel Badge (Association Members only) .. . 
Medal Holder 
Model Truck-Army Signal HQ c.1932 by Lledo .. . 
Mug, white china with Corps Badge in blue . . . 
Bon Bon Dish, gilt edged white china with Corps Badge 
Mini china tankard with Corps Badge 
Pendants, white with gold Corps Badge . . . . .. 
Pennant, embroidered Corps Badge with gold trimming 
Presentation Pennant on metal stand 
Postcards 
Prints: 

Frontier Ambush 
Smith George Cross 
Palace Guard 
Imphal Road 
Dhofar Incident 
Catterick Parade 1987 

Photoprints 
Statuettes: 
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Teatowel Blue Signals Design on White Ba.ckground 
Thimble Bone China w ith Corps Badge, Gift Boxed 
Tie, Corps Colours in polyes!er, 3: w.idth . · . 
Tie, Corps Colours in Pure Silk, 3 width 
Umbrella Golf Size, Corps Colours ... 
Wall plaque, ' Royal Corps of Signals ', shield, 6" x 7" 
Watch strap, Corps Colours, Nylon 
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How do you feel 
about leaving the Army? 

As you're well aware, serving in the Forces isn't 1ust a 
1ob It's a way of life. So, it's no su rprise, that after 

leaving, many people feel as though they're high and dry, 
ltke a fish out of water. 

But there's no need for you to feel th is way It's 
perfectly possible for you to keep up with old friends, 
m::ike use of the unique skills you 've acquired, and 
make a vital contribution to the nation's defence into 
he bargain 

How 7 Simply by becoming a member of the 
Volunteer Forces, which make up a h1rd of our Army 
and represent a significant part of our commitment 
to NATO 

There are two options open to you 
Firstly, you can 101n one of the Terri toria l Army 

lndependen Units based 1n the TAVRA region in which 
you have decided to settle An ideal route for those 
leaving Infantry or Cavalry regiments. 

Secondly, 1f you are leaving a Corps, you could 
retain your capbadge and become a member of ei ther 
an Independent Unit or a TA Spec1al1st Unit. In either, 
you can maintain and extend the special skills that you 
have learned 

You can contribute as much time as you want 
in any one year. The minimum that we ask is that 
as a member of the Independent TA you complete 
6 weekends, a two-week Summer Camp and som:d_ 
weekday evenings. As a ..._/ 
Specialist we ask ~ 

only 15 days ~~~~ _ 
trainingand two ~~·~ 
weekends. >.'- • ......... "<O 

~ ,.,,, 

~ J . 

In return you will receive payment equivalent to 
the rates paid to Regu lar Army soldiers plus an 
annual tax-free bonus. 

If you would like more information about how you 
can stay in the swim of things, write to the address 
below, giving details of which option you are interested 
in, your cu rrent age and address, your intended county 
of residence, and of the regiment you have left or 
are leaving. 

The Territorial Army, Freepost, 4335 (Ref: 9000), Bristol BSl 3YX. 
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matter for publication in 
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addressed to The Editor. 
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received by the 15th of February, 

Editor Lt Col M. 0. M. Greaves ~~\ 
Assistant Editor Mrs M. A. Riggs illV 
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for publication six weeks later. 

BIRTHDAY HONOURS 
All our readers will wish to join us in congratulating the following who received awards in the Birthday Honours List: 

OBE 
Lieutenant Colonel B. N. T. Foxon TD Royal Signal (V) 
Lieutenant Colonel I. G. Henderson TD Royal Signals (V) 

Staff Sergeant Z. L. Bloomfield 
Staff Sergeant (now W02) J. C. D . Harradine 

Staff Sergeant P . Peet 
Staff Sergeant F. Vaughan 

BEM 

MBE 
Major M. D. Cherry 

Captain (now Major) M. J. Perry 

Sergeant D. A. Langridge 
Sergeant D. T. Thurley 
Corporal S. J. Harvey 

NORTHERN IRELAND AW ARDS 
It is regretted that Northern Ireland Awards were incorrect ly published in the June issue of The Wire and are republished . 
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- From our 11/n 11 Tray -

PRINCESS ROYAL DAY, 28 JUNE 
On Prince s Royal Day, the following greetings were ent to The Colonel in Chief: 
'On the occasion of Princess Royal Day, 28 June 1992, The Master of Signals and all ranks of The Royal Corps of Signals, serving and retired, 

send ro their Colonel in Chief, Her Royal Highness, The Princess Royal GCVO, their best wishes, aff ectionate greetings and their thanks for Her 
kindness and devotion to Her Co· os.' 

The following reply wa received : 
'I end my warm thanks and best wishes to The faster of Signals and all ranks of The Royal Corps of Signals, serving and retired, for their 

kind message on the occasion of Princess Royal Day, 28 June 1992. ' 
Anne 

THE ROYAL SCHOOL OF SIGNALS 

AND THE FREEDOM OF BLANDFORD FORUM PARADE 

The Commanding Officer 30 Sig Regt, Lt Col S. J. Kidner requests 
the Mayor of Blandford Forum, Councillor J. R. Hickish and the 
Master of Signals, Maj Gen A. C. Birtwistle, to inspect the Parade 

On 7 June 1992 The Royal Corps of Signals exercised its right of 
Freedom of Entry into Blandford Forum with a parade and display 
in the town. The occasion marked the 20th anniversary of the granting 
of freedom to the Corps and was jointly hosted by the Master of 
Signals, Maj Gen A. C. Birtwistle CB CBE DL, and the Mayor of 
Blandford Forum, Councillor Joe Hickish. The parade commenced at 
1400 hrs in from of the Com Exchange and was followed by a march 
and drive past, led by the Corps Staff Band. Two British guards and 
a Gurkha escort to the Freedom Scroll Casket were provided by 30 Sig 
Regt, under the command of Lt Col S. J. Kidner. The Scroll Casket 
was most ably borne by LCpl Helen Richardson, who will be the first 
women signaller to serve on the Kurdish Border when she deploys 
there with other members of her Regiment in August. All the hard 
work and preparation by WOI (RSM) Wally Drain resulted in a 
smart, well executed and memorable parade. 

The vehicle contingents, under the command of Capt Tim 
Peacocke, were drawn from both regular and TA units, mainly from 
Blandford and 2 (National Communications) Sig Bde. 14 motorcycles 
from T~e White Helmets led the drive past. Other regular units on 
parade mcluded a detachment from 5 AB Bde HQ and Sig Sqn (216 
Para) under apt J . Aspinall MBE; 249 Sig Sqn provided two over-
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The Mayor and Master take time out to chat to Sgt Bailey of 71 
Sig Regt (V), which Regiment provided the lance bearers for the 

parade 

snow Volvo vehicles under the command of Cpl S. Schofield. WOl 
(YofS) Tony Reynolds commanded a mixture of Ptarmigan and radio 
vehicles from 30 Sig Regt and School Regt. The TA was represented 
by 63 Sig Sqn (V) from Thorney Island, whilst 71 Sig Regt (V) 
provided six lancers to hold the parade ground. There were Queen's 
Dispatch Riders from 238 Sig Sqn and horse mounted Royal Military 
Police. 

In his reply to the Mayor of Blandford, the Master of Signals 
announced that Her Majesty the Queen had graciously granted Royal 
Status to the School of Signals which would now be known as 'The 
Royal School of Signals'. 

This was to mark the long and continuous service provided by the 
establishment in its various locations since the formation of the 
Corps, the culmination of which was the large and mostly unseen 
contribqtions to the Gulf operation by engineers, instructors and 
support staff at Blandford. 

After the parade the Band and the White Helmets gave an excellent 
combined display on the Crown Meadows, close to the Town Centre, 
with the woods of Bryanston and the Stour river valley providing a 
fitting backdrop. About 5,000 members of the public watched both 
events which ended a memorable occasion, shared with the residents 
of Blandford Forum. 
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FAREWELL PARADE AT RAF WILDENRATH 
21 Sig Regt held its final parade in RAF Wildenrath on 15 May 

1992 The parade which included a drive past and static displays 
symbolically represented the 'reconstitution' of the Regiment 
prior to the bulk of the unit moving to Colerne as a part of 'Options 
for Change' . Air Marshal Sir Andrew Wilson KCB AFC RAF, CinC 
RAFG, was the Reviewing Officer of the Parade. Incorporated into 
the parade was the presentation of a Fahnenband•, by Maj Gen 
Manfred Wiirfel , Comd WBK 111 , on behalf of the Federal Mmistry 
of Defence as a recognition of our contribu tion to the maintenance of 
peace and freedom-we are the first British unit to be awarded this 
high honour . 

Gen Maj Wurfel presents the Fahnenband to Lt Col H. H. Ham 

Ba•' ing in bright sunshine, the parade was enjoyed by a large crowd 
of spectators which included senior military officer , local 
dignatories, the press, the pupils of the Erich Kastn~~ Schule, 
Wildenrath Primary School and , of course, our own fam1hes . 
•Note 

This should not be confused with the Fahnenband presented to 28 
Sig Regt (a NATO Regt) and reported on page 5 of the February 1992 
issue of The Wire. 

CinC RAF Germany inspects the parade 

ROYAL SIGNALS RECRUITING AND PUBLICITY EVENTS JULY-DEC 92 
August 
I 
1·2 
1· 8 
2 
2·8 
3.9 
3-17 
4 
4-6 
6 
8-9 

9 
8· 13 
J().14 
1().12 
1().14 
1().17 
14- 15 
15 
16 

19 
19-20 
19-20 
22-23 

23 
23-29 
24-26 
25-26 
28-31 
29 
29-31 
30 

31 

Middleton-in-Teesdale, Co Durham 
Derby Extravaganza 
International Scout & Guide Camp, Lincoln 
Alnwick Castle Tournament, Newcastle 
Dorset ACF Annual Camp 
KAPE, Inverness 
KAPE, Scotland 
Scout & Guide Camp, Lincoln 
North Devon Show, Barnstaple 
Black lslc , Inverness 
Cheshire Truck Show 
Sunderland Air Show, Tyne & Wear 
Kingskerwell Fete, Torquay 
ACF Shorncliffe Brighton 
Chalestown Regatta. Plymouth 
Devon ACF Annual Camp 
KAPE, Dundee 
KAPE, Dundee 
Shrewsbury Flower Festival 
Ashbourne Show, Derby 
Fun Day, Macclesfield 
Darlington Show 
Space Carnival, Stafford 
Cromer Carnival, Norfolk 
Exeter Airshow 
Three ines Fayre, Grays, Essex 
Hanlepool Show 
Norwich Constabulary, New Costessey, Norfolk 
Suffolk ACF Annual Camp 
Whitcliff Mount Sports Centre 
ACO Essex 
Town & Country Festival, Stoneleigh 
Poynton Show, Nr Stockport 
Leicester Air Show 
Darlington Fun Day 
East Durham Show, Seaham, Newcastle 
Aylsham Agricultural Show, Norfolk 

September 
1-4 ASLO Swansea 
5 Agricultural Show, Dorchester 

5-6 
7-8 Oct 
7-11 
7-18 

Keighley Show, West Yorkshire 
North Yorks Police HQ Open Day 
Kildalc Show Guisborough North Yorks 
Bishop of Ripon Appeal at the Festival of 

M/Sport, Croft, Nr Darlington 
Newport Show 
Devon ACF 
Tibshelf School 
KAPE, S Dist 
KAPE, E Dist 

10 Thame Show, Oxon 
12 Normanton Gala, Leeds 
12-13 !st Battalion Wessex Regt. Silver Jubilee 

Weekend, Devizes 
Hanifest, Lincoln 
Amateur Radio Show, Lincoln 

12-13 Cardiff Show 
12· 5 Somerset ACF 
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TGRJT 
White Helmets 
Quicksilver 
TGRIT, Blue Helmets 
R Sigs Roadshow 
TGRJT 
4 Armd Div HQ & Sig Rcgt 
White Helmets 
30 Sig Regt RIT 
White Helmets 
White Helmets 
Blue Helmets 
30 Sig Rcgt RJT 
Quicksilver 
30 Sig Rcgt RIT 
R Sigs Roadshow 
White Helmets 
TGRJT 
Blue Helmets 
White Helmets 
Blue Helmets 
White Helmets 
White Helmets 
Quicksilver 
30 Sig Regt RIT 
Quicksilver 
Blue Helmets, TGRIT 
White Helmets 
R Sigs Roadshow 
TGRIT 
Quicksilver 
TGRIT 
White Helmets 
Quicksilver 
Blue Helmets 
White Helmets, Blue Helmets 
White Helmets 

Quicksilver 
30 Sig Regt RIT 
White Helmets 
Blue Helmets 
TGRIT 
White Helmets, Blue Helmets 
TGRIT 
Quicksilver 
R Sigs Roadshow 
Quicksilver 
14 Sig Regt (E W) 
16 Sig Regt 
White Helmets 
TGRIT 
White Helmets 

19 Inf Bde HQ & Sig Sqn RIT 
Quicksilver 
R Sigs Roadshow 

13 

l&-18 
17-18 

19 
19-20 
20 
21-25 

21-25 
26 
)().I 

October 

British Amateur Radio Teledata Group Rally, 
Sandown Park 

Avon/Somerset Police Open Day 
Army Engineering Symposium 91, Arborfield 
KAPE, S Dist/ Bulford 
KAPE, E Dist/Colchester 
Staff College, Camberley Horse Show 
Pctcrlee Carnival, Durham 
Brentwood Show, Essex 
Possible BAOR Tour 

Middlesbrough Schools 
Northfield School, Middlesbrough 
The Showmans Show, Newark 

13 21 Sig Regt Colern 
17 RAF Linton-on-Ouse 
31- 1 NEC Birmingham, International Tattoo 

November 
1·14 KAPE 
1- 14 KAPE, Wales/W Dist 
8 Remembrance Parade Blandford 

Remembrance Parade Salisbury 
Remembrance Parade Bovington 

11 Concert British Legion Lyndhurst 
14 Canberra, Southampton 

O=mber 
5 Malcolm Sargent Carol Concert 
15 Wolverhampton Massed Bands 
18 Croydon Massed Bands 
20 Preston Massed Bands 

March 1993 
KAPE, S Dist/ Aldershot 

June 1993 
25 Freedom of Richmond, onh Yorks 

R Sigs Amateur Radio 
Society 

30 Sig Regt RIT 
30 Sig Regt RIT 
14 Sig Regt 
16 Sig Regt 
White Helmets, Blue Helmets 
Quicksilver 
White Helmets 
White Helmets, Blue Helmets 

Quicksilver 
Quicksilver 
White Helmets, Blue Helmets 

Blue Helmets 
White Helmets 
White Helmets 

I Armd Div HQ & Sig Rcgt 
I Inf Bde HQ & Sig Sqn 
Band 
Band 
Band 
Band 
Band 

Band 
Band 
Band 
Band 

3 Armd Div HQ & Sig Regt 

TGRIT 

The calendar is accurate at the time or going to press but you arc advised to. contact the 
Units concerned to ensure that there have been no changes before .embarking on long 
journeys. Confirmation and information can be obtained from the Units concerned on the 
following numbers: 
Display Teams 
(White/Blue Helmets, Quicksilver, TGRIT) 
Corps Band 
30 Sig Rcgt 
71 Sig Rcgt (V), 68 Sig Sqn, 

70 Sig Sqn, 256 Sig Sqn 
34 Sig Regt (V) 
36 Sig Regt (V) (44 Sig Sqn) 
3 7 Sig Regt (V) 
5 (AB) Bde HQ & Sig Sqn (0252) 349503 

Key: 
KAPE • Keep The Army In.the Public Eye 

(0748) 832521 Ext 2556 
(0258) 452581 Ext 2445 
(0258) 452581 Ext 2558 
(0322) 529225 

(0642) 232626 
OBl-47g 1941 
(0272) 519898 
(0:M8) 452581 Ext 2558 

TGRIT = Training Group Regimental lnfonnation Teams 
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0 P BE TEVOLENT FUND 
During th vi t of the ignal Officer in Chief (Army) 10 13 Sig ~egt 
June h r eiv a cheque in the sum of £2,000 for the benefit of 

th orp Benevolent l und. The money was rai ed by the soldiers of 
the Regim nt 'l\hO had organised and taken part in various sponsored 
vent· thi year. . 

ell done 13 Sig Regt, your efforts are greatly appreciated . 
(All members of the Corps will be interested to read the 

·A ociation ew ' in this is ue which covers the Blandford and 
Cauerick annual reunions. Our role in benevolence is explained and 
the Pye chart how how As ocia!ion funds are handled.) 

LCpl Alan Elderbrant presenting a cheque for £2,000 to Maj Gen 
R. F. L. Cook, SOinC(Army) for the Corps 

EXERCISE IRONMONGER 
by Cpl Darlington 11 Sig Regl 

On Saturday 9 May, Iron Tp (minus JLdr 'Zorro' Bartlett, who was 
busy becoming Army Sabre (fencing!) Champion, and Cpl 'Charlie' 
Brown, soon to be Sgt Brown who was busy swanning), headed off 
to Beamish Open Air Museum in the sunny North East of England. 
The Museum is reconstructing a turn-of-the-century working 
community, and our task was to work under Mr John Gall (Museum 
Projects Manager). We got busy with various jobs, amongst them 
breaking up concrete floors which exposed the original cobbles below 
(which was very hard work), knocking down walls (which was 
legalised vandalism more or less, and therefore great fun), and digging 
enormous holes in search of missing water-wheels (which was 
backbreaking, but ultimately successful). The whole exercise was 
sponsored, the bulk of the money allocated to the Darlington Day 
Care Centre, and the whole caboodle was organised by Sgt John 
Laffey, who was also duty photographer and lunatic dumper truck 
driver. 

The Troop put in a phenomenal amount of work over the week; on 
the Mill Race (in search of the Phantom Water-Wheel) 34 JLdrs, over 
the week shifted approximately 25 tonnes of earth! The water-wheel 
was finally found, which caused John Gall and his associates to leap 
abour in glee, and the lads to collapse in exhaustion, wondering 

Legalised Vandalism 
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whether it was really worth moving half of Northern England to find 
half a 100 year <>Id, rotting water-wheel. (Of course it was, chaps). 

During the week, some first-class cuisine was knocked up by our 
Cook, Cpl Gary 'Complain and you 'll wear it!' Francis-Laing, ably 
assisted by his stunni ng gi rl friend Julie. 

We hope to continue the Corps connection with Beamish Museum 
through charity activities with further Junior Troops, and after the 
experience of this week we're all looking fo rward to a return (I think)! 

(The Beamish Museum provides a very interesting day out for the 
family with the Corps now one of its contributors.) 

A CHANCE TO HELP 
by Cpl John Telford N Troop 21 Sig Regt 

The plight of the Romanian (Rumanian) orphans has been given 
much attention by the media over the last few years , but you cannot 
appreciate the extent of the problem unless you see the deprivation for 
yoursel f. This is the forgotten world. 

Luckily for some of these helpless people an organisation called 
the GRO (Gutersloh Rumanian Orphans) was formed . This is a 
volunteer organisation that I met over a beer one evening and decided 
I would like to join it and help them in any way that I could . I then, 
of course, asked my Troop Comd Capt Mason if I could have some 
time off. He checked my leave card and saw that I had no leave left so 
granted me 'Rumanpassionate' leave. The time spent with the orphans 
was certainly rewarding, but those words do not adequately express 
my feelings. 

On the day of22 October 1991 I left RAF Gutersloh on my first trip 
to Rumania. There were 24 people from RAF Gutersloh and we 
travelled by coach, followed by three articulated trailers each 
containing two containers and a Landrover Discovery . The journey 
took 30 hours, non-stop, apart from border crossings . The procedure 
to get across the borders varied. You, of course, had to have the 
correct papers, and a good supply of cigarettes, coca cola, and 
chocolate, but if all else failed the odd cuddly toy did the trick. On 
arrival in Rumania we headed for the city of Bia Mare where we 
unloaded our supplies into the basement of a local church. It was also 
here we met Tika who was to be our interpreter. We spent our time 
distributing to the local orphanages and childrens homes all the goods 
we had brought with us . 

As a seasoned soldier I thought I would be ready for the inhuman 
conditions and the plight of malformed little children that I was to see 
during my first trip, how wrong I was. 

The living conditions in some of the orphanages we visited were so 
horrid, how can I ever forget the scenes! I will be sending further 
reports (from civvy street) to the Corps magazine. But if any readers 
or units would like to assist the GRO please do not hesitate to contact 
them at RAF Gutersloh (while it's here). The good thing is that you 
know where the money goes as it is monitored by the volunteers 
visiting in the areas. 

Cpl John Telford with a Rumanian orphan in Bia Mare 
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J•Xf' CJSE UNIACKE EXPRESS 1992 
I f ING THE SUN KOSHI RIVER-NEPAL 

Ex Uniacke Express was the expedition mounted by the Army 
Apprentices College Harrogate to travel the length of the Sun Koshi 
River (250kms) in inflatable rafts, it was the brainchild of Maj David 
Crai~ ACC. 

The Team: Team Leader- Maj David Craig ACC 2IC--W02 
(RQMS) George Firth, Admin Sgt-Sgt Anne Carthy and Team 
Doctor-Lt Col John Dickenson RAMC. 

The Girls: ATs Joanne Biddle, Nicola Collins, Karen Moore 
Alison Phillips, Tracey Smith and Kelli Tippett. ' 

The Boys: A Ts Robert Bullin, Adrian Clarke, Anthony Coleman 
Gideon Dann, Mark Fielding, Joseph Gallacher, Paul Roberts: 
Matthew Thomson, Raymond Urquhart and Steven Warren. 

The Camera Crew: Roger Richards and Nigel Roberts HTV Wales. 
The team's initial introduction of rafting was at the National 

Watersports Centre in Nottingham. Only gt Carthy had ever been in 
a raft before and the rest of the team scared the instructor at the 
Watersports ~entre . by telling him ~hat was intended in Nepal, he 
went away with the idea that all soldiers are mad. After breaking the 
ice on the river and moving the penguins and polar bears, an excellent 
'session' was had with all getting very wet and cold. 

Down the White Water Course at National Water Sports Centre 
Nottingham 

On 10 March the team were given a briefing on Nepal, the people, 
the culture and health hazards by Lt Col Dickenson. 

On 18 March the team returned to the National Watersports Centre 
for further training, this time with a BBC film crew filming for 'Blue 
Peter ' . Seven and a half hours were spent with 'Take One Getting in 
the Boat' , and 'Take Two . . . ' etc, etc, etc. A very good article was 
shown on 2 April, whilst we were in Nepal . 

The expedition was to have a scientific 'job' to do in Nepal, 
collecting 'bugs' for the Natural History Museum . A very interesting 
briefing was given to the team by Col ' Mike' Allen, DA British 
Embassy Nepal, on what we were to collect. Some of the specimens 
shown to us by the Colonel convinced a number of team members that 
they should not have volunteered. Tony Coleman and Kelli Tippett 
were nominated as being responsible for 'bug hunting' . 

On the morning 29 March the team loaded itself into one of our 
MT's trusty ' Battle Buses' and after a farewell from the Commandant 
and Chief Instructor we headed for Heathrow. We flew to Karachi via 
Dubai on a Pakistan International Airways 'Jumbo '. The onward 
flight to Kathmandu was by PIA again, this time in a rather aged 
Boeing 707, after a rather disturbing landing when the pilot did not 
seem to know where the airport was, we arrived in Kathmandu. Once 
we had cleared customs we loaded ourselves into a couple of 
minibuses which had been provided by Nepal Insight and were 
whisked off to the Hotel Karma in the Thamel area of the city. 

We spent from 30 March to 4 April in Kathmandu getting used to 
the heat and waiting for the 'Doc' to arrive. A very busy time was had 
by all and a number of 'cultural' visits were arranged by 'MC' (Maj 
Craig). The younger members of the team were quite overwhelmed at 
first but very quickly became experts at bargaining and in no time at 
all had purchased what looked like half the supply of tourist items in 
Nepal. Further 'culture shocks' followed in the form of visits to 
Buddhist and Hindu Temples. Swayambunath, the main Buddhist 
Temple in Nepal, involved a walk through some of the poorest parts 
of the city followed by the ascent of some 1,000 + steps. At the temple 
itself the monks were performing their early morning devotions and 
the team were introduced to Tibetan 'music'. 
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Skipping with local children in a Temple yard in Central 
Kathmandu 

The trip to the Hindu Temple, Pasupatinath, was achieved using 
hired bicycles and the Harrogate Cycle Display Team performed a few 
tricks worthy of inclusion in the White Helmet programme on the 
Kathmandu ring-road. This temple visit enabled the youngsters not 
only to witness the sacri fice of goats but also a cremation on the banks 
of the Bagmati River . 

During ' free periods' the A Ts shopped, hired cycles and did their 
own cultural visits and worked on their suntans. Preparations were 
being made in between these various activities for the trek and the 
rafting. 

We were collected bright and early by our trekking guide, Jagdish 
Rai, an ex Gurkha officer, and headed off on the couple of buses for 
Sundarijal in the Kathmandu valley. The trek started with a day of 
mainly uphill walking through woodland and high farmland to 
eventually arrive at our first campsite at 2,185m. The whole team were 
amazed at the things that appeared from the porters' loads, by the 
time we had set up our tents a dining shelter complete with tables, 
chairs, table cloths, candle sticks and serviettes had appeared. Day 
two started off with a small group led by 'The Doc' and the 'Mountain 
Man' (RQMS) grabbing a nearby peak, Shivapuri 2,685m. The day 
continued along the ridge system above the Kathmandu valley 
sheltered by trees at first but then exposed to the full effects of the sun 
later in the day . 

We set up camp on a terrace on the mountainside and settled in 
for a good night's sleep. Day three started with some of the 'early 
birds' getting a pre-dawn view of the Himalayas, unfortunately this 
soon vanished as the sun rose and the effects of the airborne dust 
reduced the range of visibility . Once again we set off along tracks 
which were, in the main, exposed to the full effects of the sun and 
eventually arrive at Nagarkot for a very welcome lunch break in the 
shade of a group of pine trees. An interesting bus trip followed to 
Dolalghat for the start of the rafting phase of the expedition. 

Aboard the inflatable boats on the Sun Koshi River 
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On th m ming of April \\c were handed over by the l'epal 
In i ht t amt the A tion dvcnture~ team. After briefing~. kit i sues 
nd bo t lo di ,,. tarted our trip down the un Ko hi River. The 

fir t da\ a. fairly mild "ith only one or two minor rapids so the 
·re\\· tiad pl nt) of time for paddling practice. swimming and 
gene1all) getting u ed to life in a mall boat. 

The 9 April wa again a rea onably quiet day with ~ number of 
minor and one graded rapids. by the end of the day the crews were 
all· orted out' and we were ready for the bigger things which were to 
.:ome 

The IO April aw an increa,e in the number of rapids and one Grade 
3, The teat Grinder, almo t claimed two hoats. The RQ's boat 
captain lost hi teering paddle at a critical po nt in the middle of the 
rapid but the team's training at ottingham saved the day and they 
goc through in one piece. gt Carthy's boat got well and truly stuck 
on a boulder and had to be hauled off by one of the support boat , 
this involved about 40 minutes of acrobatics and hard work for the 
rews. The fully laden boat with crew weighed well over a ton and 

low water level expo ed boulder which were liable to trap them. The 
peace at the evening campsite was ~uddenly disturbed by the quealing 
of a pig, thi formed the evening meal once the cook had outrun it. 

The last day of rafting arrived all too soon on 16 April. We set 
off in the direction of Chatara taking in 4 Grade 3 and a number of 
minor rapids. We suddenly broke out of the river valley onto the 

orth Indian Plain and pulled our boats out for the final time, after 
having lunch all the kit was stowed onto a bus which was to take us 
overnight to The Royal Chitwan National Park. 

The bu was a typical epali bu , an Indian TATA lorry chassis 
with a bus body built from bean tins by a not too skilled 'tin ba her'. 
It was driven over the unmade roads by a reject cross country driver 
who seemed to think that 60mph + was about the right speed, with the 
window open for ventilation the whole thing filled up with dust. At 
about 0200 hrs the bus sustained a double rear wheel 'blow out', spare 
wheels were fitted and we continued on our way with a stop for new 
(?) tyres (bald re-treads) at around 0400 hrs . About 20 mile short of 
our destination the prop shaft disintegrated and we eventually 
managed to get a lift on a passing truck to the National Park. We 
covered some 250 miles overnight on this bus and it was probably a 
more adventurous undertaking than rafting down the river. 
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The way to bathe ' A long jump into the river' 
'The Mad Fellows': ATs Dann, Coleman and Butlin 

On the bank: AT Clarke and AT LCpl Fielding 

Because of our late arrival at the Royal Chitwan National Park our 
intended programme was somewhat curtailed, we spent most of the 
day relaxing and recovering from the bus trip. In the late afternoon 
we had a guided walk in the jungle with one of the Lodge Naturalists 
followed by a very energetic display of stick dancing (an artistic form 
of unarmed combat) by a local dance group . 

The team plit into two groups on 18 April, one going for a trip on 
the river in dugout canoes while the others went for an elephant ride. 
The elephant riders saw five one horned rhinos. In the afternoon the 
groups changed round and the elephant ride group this time saw nine 
rhino and had a fleeting glimpse of a tiger . The trip to the National 
Park was educational and very relaxing after our efforts on the river. 

Most of 19 April was again spent on a Nepali ' bus' returning to 
Kathmandu . We re-installed ourselves in the Hotel Karma, had 
showers, packed our kit and had an end of expedition dinner. The 
morning of the 20th was spent 'Rup Dumping' (getting rid of 
remaining Nepalese Rupees) and doing our final packing. Our flight 
home was again by PIA via Karachi, Islamabad and Dubai to 
Manchester. After clearing customs at Manchester we were met by one 
of our trusty MT drivers , with a luxury ' Battle Bus' and the majority 
of the group were taken to Manchester station to go home for a few 
days leave. 

The expedition was a very varied and educational experience. A lot 
was learned about the people and culture of Nepal and the A Ts now 
know a lot more about life in third world countries. 

The Full Expedition Team at Lodge in The Royal Chitwan National 
Park Standing L to R: AT Coleman, AT LCpl Moore, AT LCpl 
Fielding, AT Collins, AT LCpl Tippett, ATs Smith, Thompson, 
Gallacher, Sgt Carthy , ATs Clarke, Butlin, AT LCpl Phillips . 
Kneeling L to R: A Ts Warren, Biddle, Urquhart , Dann, Roberts 

ROYAL SIGNALS MOBILE DISPLAY TEAM - QUICKSILVER 
by Capt Brian Russell 

Since taking over Quicksilver I've noticed that we have a bit of an 
image problem . The conversation usually goes something like this 

'What do you do?' 
'I command Quicksilver" 
'Oh so you're in the White Helmets?' 
'No, I look after the mobile display team' 
'Must be great fun riding those bikes?' 
'No no that's the White Helmets, I'm, the Quicksilver Team 

Captain' 
'Oh 1 see ... So what do you do?' 
So to put an end to this type of conversation it's time to make up 

for the long absence of Wire notes from the Corps MDT. Quicksilver 
is, of course, the hardest working, though the least glamorous, of the 
three Corps display teams. Our friends in the Blue Helmets are 
somewhat part time! 

Quicksilver visits schools and ACF's throughout the year putting on 
' a series of 'hands-on' activities for pupils and cadets. This includes 

command tasks and a mock up headquarters cell. 
The team is eight strong which includes two female team members, 

LCpl Lynette Jones from 16 Sig Regt and Sig Diane Robinson on loan 
from 3 Div. 

The team Sgt is Sgt Andy Gilpin who will soon be moving on to 259 
Sig Sqn when our mad duty Welshman Sgt Mark Jolly will take over. 

Cpl 'Ski' Kedzierski (an ex wellie) and LCpl Tom Fife have been 
with the team for some years and will probably keep going for ever 
whilst for LCpl John Macleod this will be his last season before 
embarking on civilian life. 

Early August will see Quicksilver taking a break in Normandy 
visiting the D Day landing beaches and you can catch up with our 
adventures in the next episode. 
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EXF < ISE BLUE TRACK 
There is i:iothing better than leaving the UK on a cold, wet and 

wind"' mormng when you're off to sunnier climes for a few w1:cks. So 
it was with Ex Blue Track as we flew out from RAF Brize Norton on 
our way to Cyprus, for four weeks of skydiving. 

The exercise w~ich took place from 26 March - 23 April consisted 
of a total of 17 Jumpers, som.e already based in Cyprus, a number 
from BAOR and the UK contingent. As well as location differences 
the parachuting experience varied widely, from those of us who are 
current or ex members of the Royal Signals Parachute Display Team 
right across to static-line students. ' 

The progression that was achieved at the Cyprus Combined Services 
Parachute Centre was remarkable due to boch the high standard of 
instruction, and the consistency of regular jumping. For this we must 
thank W02 'Scotty' Milne of the Parachute Regiment and his staff at 
CCSPC, and WOl Alan Wright from the PWO who was kind enough 
to join the exerci e. 

As far as student progression is concerned, congratulations must go 
to Sgt Tony Quinn, Cpl J. C. Craven and JCpl John Saunders for 
their achievements. They all made it from the static line right through 
to BPA Category 8, meaning they are now no longer students and are 
cleared for freefall from any altitude. 

Other notable performances were made by SSgt John Williams and 
Cpl Dave Baillie who passed their Category 10 formation freefall 
dives, ig Aide Williams who graduated from his Accelerated Freefall 
programme and Cpl Eddie Smerdon who progressed from Category 
7 to 9. 

The student programme was mixed in with pre-season training for 
the Display Team under the direction of Sgt Phil Raven and also saw 
some interesting work being done. Sig 'Ribs' Ribbons, our resident 
Canopy Relative Work (CRW) expert was putting the more 
experienced jumpers on the exercise including Sgt Dave Burgess, LCpl 
Dave Chapman, Capt Dave Robson and Sgt Steve Munday (who is 
also changing his name to Dave), through their paces. This included 
the quite spectacular 'Pendulum', where a 3 stack of canopies is 
formed, the bottom one of which is then rotated and flown upside 
down . This is held together by the bottom two men who have leg grips 
on each other, until the top man kicks out and lets them fall away into 
a 'Downplane' (both canopies flying vertically downwards) . 

During week three, Brig J. H . Almonds, Deputy Commander BF 
Cyprus was kind enough to visit our exercise with his ADC, Capt 

Sgt Phil Raven winning the senior accuracy competition 
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( harlie Hay. Capt Hay had volunteered to make a tandem de nt 
\mh gt Phil Raven, who qualified in Cypru~ as a tandem master. We 
were quite surprised to see S I Raven take a male passenger, a we 
thought he had only got his tandem rating to have young ladies 
strapped to him. 

The end of the third week found us all competing in the Cyprus 
Easter Meet, a fun competition involving accuracy and formation 
freefall work. There were some notable successes here too with Corps 
jumpers taking 1st place in the intermediate accuracy, 1st and 
2nd places in the novice accuracy and Isl, 2nd and 3rd places in the 
senior accuracy. 

All in all Blue Track wa a very successful exercise with 620 descents 
made in an attempt to bring on up and coming Corps parachutists. 
Thanks must go to the instructors, Sgt Phil Raven, Sgt Steve Munday 
and Sig 'Ribs' Ribbons for their hard work, and to LCpl Dave 
Chapman for his patience and labours as the team's rigger. 

FOOTBALL-NAAFI JUBILEE CUP 
(Inter Service Cup Winners Cup) 

The NAAFI Jubilee Cup is played annually between the winners of 
the Royal Navy Cup, the Army(UK) Challenge Cup and the Royal Air 
Force Cup and is affectionately known as the Inter Service Cup 
Winners Cup Competition. In order to maintain an interest to the last 
game, the trophy is awarded to the side scoring the highest aggregate 
of goals over the two matches that each side plays. 

This year, 2 Sig Regt, the Army(UK) Challenge Cup holders, won 
the NAAFI Jubilee Cup when they pipped RAF Station Lyneharn and 
HMS Seahawk (R AS Culdrose) scoring four goals against three 
apiece for the other sides. 

2 Sig Regt , although enjoying the lion's share of the play, lost the 
opening game, away to RAF Lyneham, by one goal to nil. In their 
home tie at York, they beat HMS Seahawk by four goals to one but 
had to await the outcome of the final tie, at RNAS Culdrose, before 
they could repent their misses at Lyneham or celebrate that they did 
enough at York to win the competition. In the event, Seahawk and 
Lyneham battled out a 2-2 draw. 

2 Sig Regt are the first Royal Signals unit to win the trophy (a 
magnificent 22" silver cup donated by NAAFI), bringing the Army's 
total of wins, in 22 years of competition to nine, the Royal Air Force 
eight and the Royal Navy five. (Sponsored in as ociation with 
WEBSTERS). 

ARMY RUGBY SEVEN-A-SIDE COMPETITION 
Having won both the RCZ and BAOR Rugby seven-a-side 

competition, the Regimental team qualified for the Army Rugby 
seven-a-side competition in Alders hot on 6 May. 

The teams contained players of both pace and experience and were 
defeated only once during their progression through the RCZ, BAOR 
and Army competitions. A total of 17 games. 

21 Sig Regt (AS) defeated 2 Sig Regt in a hard fought semi-final and 
they lost narrowly to 7 (Para) RHA in a thrilling final. Cpl Karl 
Richardson displayed exceptional pace and tackling throughout the 
tournament and the team were ably led by Sgt Jamie Alleyne. 

Cpl Karl Richardson on the break with Sgt Jamie Alleyne in 
support 
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f ·1, CHAMPIO. SHIPS 
ig R t' team cons1 ting of Sigs Hunter, Woods, Weldon , 

f llor , Ro· oe, • orri · and mith recently departed for Alder hot to 
1 e part in th Army Fencing Champion hip held over four day in 

I y. They wer joined by JLdr • nowy' White from 11 ig Regt who 
ome. over to u n xt month. The Regiment wa runner up to 2 

Queen in a clo e run contest decided by one hit. 
Thi wa · an excellent effort especially by cour e OR990B who had 

ju t fini.hed two week on schemes. Sig Woods was under pressure 
due to hi wedding which took place two days after the event, Sig 

fellors had to be retrieved .tt the last minute from Leconfield and Sig 
Ro oe ju t made it from ~-ompas ionate leave. 

Individual re ult were spectacular. JLdr B rtlett became the Army 
Junior abre Champion and hi po ition of third in Foil and Fourth 
in Epee made him runner up Junior Champion at Arms. ig Hunter 
\\a runner up in the Army Junior Foil and third in the Army Junior 

abre. ig Ro coe wa runner up in the Army Junior Sabre and Sig 
Weldon came fourth. All the e fencers are now eligible to compete in 
the Inter-Service Championships held at the Royal Tournament in 
July. 

This wa a fine achievement for fencers who had only recently taken 
up the pon. It wa an exciting few days and good experience to be 
fighting against experienced Army Fencers from UK and BAOR; 
some of whom were in the Olympic team and Army Pentathlon squad. 
Most of the team celebrated at Sig Wood's wedding. 

'Touche' LCpl Hartley from 13 Sig Regt and Jldr Bartlett (Army 
Junior Sabre Champion) from 11 Sig Regt 

LCpl Nice from 7 Sig Regt 
LCpl Heanes from 22 Sig Regt with t rophy fo r most improved 

fencer 

Three Musketeers-Sigs Weldon, Hunter and JL Bartlett 

Th_e Corps did particularly well in the fi nal pools of the Army 
Fencm~ Championships providi ng approximately one quarter of the 
compeuuon. 

8 Sig Regt was runner up to 2 Queens, in a close ru n contest decided 
by one hit. The team consisted of Sigs Hunter, Woods, Weldon 
Mellors, Roscoe, Norris and Smith. ' 
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LCpl Heanes from 22 Sig Regt reached the final pool of 12 coming 
eventh in Senior Foil and ninth in Senior Epee and Senior Sabre. This 

makes him eligible fo r election for the Army Team. He also received 
a trophy awarded to the most improved fencer . 

LCpl Hartley from 13 Sig Regt became the Army Junior Champion 
at Arm . He also became Army Junior Foil Champion and Army 
J unior Epee Champion . 

JLdr Bartlett from 11 Sig Regt became the Army Junior Sabre 
Champion . His position of third in Foil and fourth in Epee made him 
runner up Junior Champion at Arms. 

Sig Hunter o f 8 Sig Regt was runner up in the Army Junior Foil and 
third in the Army Junior Sabre. Sig Roscoe of 8 Sig Regt was runner 
up in Army Junior Sabre with Sig Weldon of 8 Sig Regt coming 
fourth. LCpl Hall of 13 Sig Regt came fourth in the Army Junior Foil. 

The following competed in the Inter Service Individual 
Champion hips at the Royal Tournament: LCpls Hartley and Hall 
from 13 Sig Regt. JLdr Bartlett from 11 Sig Regt and Sig Hunter, Sig 
Roscoe and Sig Weldon from 8 Sig Regt. 

Sig Woods from 8 Sig Regt left in a hurry after the Championships 
in order to get to the church in time to be married. It is rumoured that 
he dashed up the aisle in hi fencing kit. Most of the team attended 
his wedding. 

This was an excellent performance by all Corps fencers who fought 
with good humour and sportsmanship, achieving considerable success 
again t experienced opponents, some of whom were in the Olympic 
and Army Pentathlon Squad. Particularly commendable was the 
determination of BAOR competitors who had to work hard to obtain 
the necessary equipment, qualify in the BAOR Championships and get 
themselve to Aldershot at some personal expense. 

FINAL RIDE FOR LT COL MIKE PETHERAM 
After more than 46 years of service with the Corps, Lt Col Mike 

Petheram has finally retired - and the Shropshire roads have lost a 
familiar ight. 

Mike lives in Wern in an ancient and historic cottage and is well 
known in the county as the Secretary of the Shropshire Building 
Preservation Trust. For nearly 10 years he has ridden on his moped 
to work in HQ Wales and Western District, Shrewsbury, wearing a 
bright red motorcycle suit and unpolished Army boots. 

So at the end of his final day at Copthorne Barracks, it was 
appropriate that hi colleagues should send him roaring through the 
gates at0p a splendidly powerful classic Triumph motorcycle, driven 
by one of the crack White Helmets motor-cycle display team riders. 

Mike joined the Army in 1945 and was commissioned intO the 
Corps two years later. In the next 36 years his service t0ok him to 
India and Pakistan, Malaya and Singapore, Bermuda, Jamaica, Hong 
Kong, Germany, Belgium and Holland before retiring in 1983 and 
taking up a civilian post with Army Western District Headquarters, 
then at Belle Vue, Shrewsbury. 

Over the past nine years he has overseen the transfer of the region's 
military telephone net work tO a modern state-of-the-art digital 
facility. 

There are those who will remember the fami liar figure , taking a 
catnap after lunch in a particular spot in the ante-room. Woe betide 
anyone who took that particular armchair! 

Lt Col (Rtd ) Mike Pethe ram apprehensive as he departs from 
Copthorn e Barracks behind Sgt Garry Elliston , a member of the 

'White He lmet s ' motorcycle display team 
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OFFICERS 
JUNE 1992 
Rank and Name 
Lt ol J . F. Budd .. 
Lt Col 0 . H . Goodman . . 
Lt Col A . J . Grey 
Lt Col J E. F. Kirby .. 
LI Col R. D. Symonds .. 
Lt Col G . D. Birch 
Lt Col J . F. Higton .. 
Lt Col B. J . Scott-Monon 
Maj R. Bates 
Maj L. K. Byrne 
Maj M. J . Canwright 
Maj M. C. Gilyeat 
Maj R. J . Good .. 
Maj A. J . Hutt .. 
Maj S. J . Turpin . . 
Maj G J . Whyman 
Maj R J . Williamson 
capt K. E. Clark .. 
Capt R. F. Clay .. 
Capt R. J . Duffy .. 
Capt I G. Favager 
Capt R J . Freeman 
Capt R A. Hamilton 
Capt P F. Johnson 
Capr f. A. Kerr . . 
Capt J . R. Tod 
Capt R D. Wright 
Lt C. A. Ford 
Lt I. L. Parry .. 
2Lt A. R. Basker .. 
2Lt R E. Chamberlain .. 
2Lt A. M Churchill 
2Lt B. J . Elliou . . 
2LtJ. W. Evans .. 
2Lt B. A. Forster 

JULY 1992 
Rank and Name 
Lt Col G. J. Barrett 
Lt Col R. T. Hoole 
Lt Col D. P. Hughes 
Lt Col J . H . Robens 
Lt Col J . A. Wraith .. 
Lt Col (SL) A. W. Hunt. . 
Maj R. M. D. Collins 
Maj A. 0. Harluns 
Maj R. T . Hoolc . . 
Maj R. A. McKay . . 
Maj J . P. McMahon 
Maj G. T. Nelson . . 
Maj R. Pearce .. 
Capt G. A. Atkinson 
Capt M. D. Bailes .. 
Capt B. T . Dearman 
Capt F. M. Dempster 
Capt P. J. Doherty 
Capt I. N. Hunter .. 
Capt D. R. McClelland . . 
Capt W. J . O ' Rourke 
Capt M. Poland . . 
Capt D. S. Raleigh 
Capt A. Robertson 
Capt G. A. Y. West 
Capt R. J . White .. 
Capt F. A . Williams 
Lt G. N. Addley 
Lt B. Alderson . . 
Lt T. J . S. Allen . . 
Lt R. F. W. Chapman 
Lt J . J . Cole 
Lt D. J . Kinnaird .. . . 
Lt T . M. P. Mountford . . 
Lt J . M. Norris . . 
Lt M. C. Roberts .. 
Lt N. D. Fraser .. 
Lt G. Inglis . . 

WOs and SNCOs 
JUNE 1992 
Rank and Name 
WOJ (FofS) M. G. E. Howells .. 
WOI (FofS) R. W. Mahoney .. 
WO! (YofS) R. M. Pembenon . . 
AWOI J. G. O'Donnell .. 
AWOI J . T. Selkirk 
AWOI S. T. Wisc 
W02 (YofS) S. Brant .. 
W02 (YofS) A. R. Campbell 
W02 M. Geer .. .. 
W02 (YofS) W. Jackson . . . . 
W02 (YofS) C. J . F . MacKenzie .. 
W02 (YofS) S. A. McElreavey .. 
W02 (YofS) C . J. Montgomery . . 
W02 (YofS) R. G. Nixon.. . . 
W02 (YofS) R. K. Perry . . 
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Unit to which posted 
Depot I I Sig Regt 
SHAPE Staff (BAE) 
I Armd Div HQ and Sig Reg1 
ACDS (NA TO/UK) 
BMM SANG Saudi Arabia 
Depot ll Sig Regt (HS) 
HQ BAOR/ HQ BRSC 
D NUC SYS 
41 SQN GL SECT 
Army Air Appl! (St rike Command) 
43 (WESSWX) Bde/7 Regional AFHQ 
56 Sig Sqn (V) 
Electronic Warfare Op Sup Unit 
2 Sig Bde 
LSP Abu Dhabi UAE 
HQ S Dist/ 6 Regional AFHQ 
HQ 54 (EA) Bde/ 4 Regional AFHQ 
l I Sig Bde 
Depot l I Sig Regt 
33 Sig Reg1 
The Royal School of Signah 
The Royal School of Signals 
AA Coll Harrogate 
JCUFI (AE) 
2g Sig Regt (NORTHAG) 
7 Sig Regt 
243 Sig Sqn 
School of Signals 
JCUFI (AE) 
The Royal School of Signals 
The Royal School of Signals 
The Royal School of Signals 
The Royal School of Signals 
The Royal School of Signals 
The Royal School of Signals 

Unit to which Posted 
British Appts USA (US Army Csc) 

Depot 11 Sig Regt 
RSRE 
International Mil Staff Brussels 
RHQ R Signals 
AA Coll Harrogate 
School of Signals 
28 Sig Reg! (Nonhag) 
DGEME (AE) 
Depot 11 Sig Regt 
2 Sig Regt 
School of Signals 
DSS (AD) 
3 l Sig Regt (V) 
7 Sig Regt 
Comms & Sy Gp (UK) 
School of Signals 
7 Sig Regt 
Depot I I Sig Regt 
259 Sig Sqn 
4 Armd Div HQ & Sig Regt 
11 Sig Regt 
HQ Brit ish Forces Cyprus 
641 Sig Tp (HQ 2 ATAF) 
11 Ord Bn (EOD) 
HQ Afcent (ASG/ CRSG) 
14 Sig Rcgt 
7 Sig Rcgt 
2 Sig Rcgt 
210 Sig Sqn 
Queen's Gurkha Sig Regt 
19 Inf Bde HQ & Sig Sqn (209) 
Queen's Gurkha Sig Regt 
244 Sig Sqn 
14 Sig Rcgt 
30 Sig Regt 
5 AB Bde HQ & Sig Regt (216 Para) 

Unit to which posted 
16 Sig Regt 
30 Sig Regt . 
The Royal School of Signals 
HQ l (BR) Corps 
36 CIT (Penh) 
J Inf Bde HQ & Sig Sqn 
3 Inf Bdc HQ & Sig Sqn 
71 Sig Regt (V) 
21 Sig Rcgt 
NASRS 
32 Sia Regt (V) 
662 Sig Tp 
15 Sig Rcgt 
249 Si3 Sqn 
I Armd Div HQ & Sig Regt 

W02 (YofS) P. M. Sexby .. 
W02 (YofS) S. C. Wayman 
AW02 P . R. Atkinson .. 
AW02 M. J . Cole . 
AW0 2 D. J . Cox .. 
AW02 W. H. Dyson 
AW02 P . Edwards 
AW02 K. G . Jenkins 
AW02 D. J . Metcal fe . 
AW02 P . J . Ramsey .. 
AW02 M. P . Waclawck .. 
A W0 2 s. s. Wilson 
SSgt S. Brennan . 
SSgt P . Christie . . . . 
$Sgt (YofS) A. K. Hcrbcn 
SSgt J . P. Johnston 
SSg1 D. R. Little . . 
SSg1 D. Livesey .. 
SSg1 P. R. Marshall 
SSg1 (FofS) K. J . Moir . 
SSgt T . P . Petherbridge .. 
SSgt R. R. Petrie . . . . 
SSgt (YofS) G. Shakespeare 
SSgt (YofS) P. V. Willimon! 
SSgt R. L. Woodfinc 
ASSgt N. D. Allamby 
ASSgt J. Bullivant .. 
ASS gt R. Oarke .. 
ASSgt S. A. Cooper 
ASSgt A. M. Millard 
ASSgt K. Murray . . 
ASSgt R. A. Pritchard .. 
ASS gt G. J . Stoker 
Sgt M. Alexander .. 
Sgt M. A . Appleby 
Sgt D. Armstrong .. 
Sgt N. W. Bell . . 
Sgt S. A. Dickson .. 
Sgt C. A. East .. 
Sgt I. J. El born .. 
Sgt S. M. Elliott . . 
Sgt D. B. Evans . . 
Sgt M. Farquhar .. 
Sg1 J. C. Ferris .. 
Sgt T. Fleet. . . . 
Sgt A. P . Gaston . . 
Sgt G. R. Henderson 
Sgt A. Holyoak .. 
Sgt D. G. Hopcroft 
Sgt D. G. Inman .. 
Sgt P . F. Jennings . . 
Sgtl.J.Lcc . . 
Sgt R. G. Lond . . 
Sgt R. Main 
Sgt S. Martin . . 
Sgt D. McKcrnan .. 
Sgt I. McWhiner .. 
Sg1 A. J . Mellett .. 
Sgt R. H. Philp . . 
Sgt M. J . Ralph .. 
Sgt P. B. Szercmcta 
Sgt C. S. Warnes .. 
Sgt J . C. Watkins .. 
Sgt J . G. Willis-Fisher .. 
Sgt M. J. Wood . . 
ASg1 M. A. Bullivanr 
ASgt C. A . Denton 
ASg1 J . C. Duncan 
ASg1 S. D. Johnson 
ASgt A. P. Staniford 

JULY 1992 
Rank and Name 
WOI (YofS) A. F. Glover 
WOI (YofS) R. W. Marshall . . 
WOl (FofS) H. C. Morrison 
WO! (YofS) W. Riding .. 
WOl (YofS) K. A. Townsend .. 
AWOI P.R. Abbott . . 
AW02 A . G. R. Hocnsch 
W02 L. Cooper . . . . 
W02 (YofS) K. J. Glasby •. 
W02 (YofS) A. J. Large . . 
W02 (YofS) C. K. Luckham . . 
W02 (FofS) T . R. orman 
W02 (YofS) C. Rogan .. 
W02 (YofS) S. C. Wayman 
AW02 J. N. Arden 
AW02 . J . Barnett 
AW02 M. Couston 
AW02 D. A. Deegan 
A W02 C. Doughty 
AW02 W. H. Dyson 
AW02 C. L. J . Gop ii .. 
A W02 J. Grar.dison . . 
AW02 C. M. Hardwidgc . . 
AW02 G. B. Hawkins .. 
AW02R. Ingham .. 
AW02 T. J. Keates 

I A:rmd Div HQ & Sig Regt 
8 Sig Reg1 
2 Sig Regt 
9 Sig Regt 
229 Sig Sqn 
30 Sig Regt 
Edinburgh & Herriot Wall UOTC 
229 Sig Sqn 
School of Signals 
16 Sig Rcg1 
14 Sig Rcg1 
Queen's UOTC 
8 Sig Rcg1 
21 Sig Regt 
34 Sig Regt (V) 
32 Sig Regt (V) 
J Inf Bde HQ & Sig Sqn 
642 Sig Tp 
14 Sig Regt 
8 Sig Rcgt 
14 Sig Rcg1 
ACIO Cardiff 
4 Armd Div HQ & Sig Regt 
14 Sig Regt 
Army Apprentk.,. College 
14 Sig Regt 
Q G Sig Rcgt 
34 Sig Reg! (V) 
3 Annd Div HQ & Sig Regt 
15 Sig Regt 
16 Sig Regt 
5AB Bde HQ and Sig Sqn (216 Para) 
4 Armd Div HQ & Sig Rcgt 
2 Sig Regt 
15 Sig Regt 
17 Port & Mtmc Regt RCT 
7 Sig Regt 
33 Sig Regt (V) 
16 Sig Regt 
I Regt AAC 
633 Sig Tp 
9 Sig Regt 
242 Sig Sqn 
HQ I (BR) Corps 
8 Sig Regt 
The Royal School of Signah 
11 Sig Rcgt Depot Tp 
9 Sig Regt 
11 Sig Regt Depot Tp 
40 Sig Regt (V) 
14 Sig Regt 
3 Cdo Bde HQ & Sig Sqn 
662 Sig Tp 
DGGWLS 
ll Sig Re gt Depot T p 
608 Sig Tp 
ACIO Dundee 
J RHA 
16 Sig Regt 
11 Sig Regt Depot Tp 
259 Sig Sqn 
15 Sig Regt 
9 Sig Regt 
HQ UKLF 
11 Sig Regt Depot Tp 
Q G Sig Regt 
AA Coll Harrogate 
21 Sig Regt (3 Sqn) 
2 RRF 
6 Cll (Wool.,ich) 

Unit to which posted 
2 Sig Bde 
16 Sig Rcgt 
16 Sig Regt 
13 Sig Rcgt 
7 Sig Regt 
37 Sig Rcgt (V) 
7 Sig Regr 
243 Sig Sqn 
RAClSG 
1 Inf Bde HQ & Sig Sqn 
55 Sig Sqn (V) 
Rocchan (Balado Bridge) 
30 Sig Regt 
8 Sig Regt 
14 Sig Regt 
3 Inf Bde HQ & Sig Sqn 
7 Sig Regt 
Oxford UOTC 
8 Sig Regt 
JO Sig Rcgt 
London UOTC 
4 Armd Div HQ & Sig Rcgt 
40 Sia Regt (V) 
14 Sig Reg1 
38 Sig Regt (V) 
3 Armd Div HQ & Sig Rcgt 
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QC.ig Reg1 
Sig Rrir1 

I rmd 01\ HQ,. '1g Rcg1 
7 ig Rcg1 
2jl ig ' qn 
4 Annd Di \ HQ & Sig Rcgl 
2 ig Bde 
8 ig Rcg1 
5AB Bdc HQ and ig Sqn (216 Para) 
7 Sig Reg1 
2 Sig Reg1 
ACIO York 
4 Armd Div HQ & ig Rcgt 
9 ig Rcg1 
3S ig Rcgt (V) 
2 ig Rest 
2S9 ig Sqn 
2 ig Bdc 
JCUFI 
37 Sig Rcgl IV) 
SS i~ Sqn V) 
2SI >.& Sqn 
8 Sig Rcgt 
71 Sig Rcg1 (V) 
I Armd Div HQ Sig Rcgl 
2 Sig Rcgl 
633 Sig Tp 
HQ AFNORTH 
16 Sig Rcgt 
4 Armd Di" HQ &. ig Rcgl 
l Inf Bdc HQ & Sig Sqn 
229 ig Sqn 
30 ig Rcgt 
8 ig Regt 
7 Sig Rcgt 
242 Sig Sqn 
2S9 Sig Sqn 
16 Sig Rcg1 
11 ig Rcgt Depot Tp 
8 Sig Regt 
The Royal School of Signals 
HQ AFCE iT 
39 Inf Bde HQ & ig Sqn 
16 Sig Rcgt 
JCUFI 
11 Sig Rcgl Depot Tp 
3 Armd Oh· HQ & 1g Reg1 

Sig Rcgt 
Q G Sig Rcgt 
249 Sig Sqn 
8 Sig Rcgl 
249 Sig Sqn 
7 Sig Rcgt 
19 Inf Bdc HQ & Sig Sqn 
239 Sig Sqn 
16 Sig Rcgt 
16 Sig Rcgt 
RMAS 
633 Sig Tp 
16 Sig Regi 
16 Sig Rcgi 
240 Sig Sqn 
22S Sig Sqn 
633 Sig Tp 
31 CTT (Cridbowell) 
2S9 Sig Sqn 
242 Sig Sqn 
The Royal School of Signals 
642 Sig Tp 
2Sl Sig Sqn 
229 Sig Sqn 
9 Sig Rcgt 
2 Sig Regi 
ACIO Mancbcs1cr 
I \VG 
640 Sig Tp 
3 Armd Div HQ & Sig Regt 

PERSONAL 
W02 (SSM) K. A. Jones wishes to thank the Warrant Officers' and 

Sergeants' Messes throughout the Corps for their very kind 
sponsorship in the Cambridge/Oxford Charity Cycle Ride on Sunday 
31 May 1992. _ 

Action Research (leading medical research for children) are 
overwhelmed by the Corps' generosity. 

On behalf of all the PSls who took part in the Cycle Ride 'thank 
you'. 

ADVERTISING 
otices and advertisemems, other than those related to a 

business interes1, will be published free of charge to serving 
Plembers of the Corps, and to those retired members who 
subscribe to The Wire. All other advertisements should be 
forwarded to our advertising managers, Combined Service 
Publications Ltd PO Box 4, Farnborough, Hampshire GUl4 
7LR (Telephone 0252 515891) who will advise charges. 
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NOTICES 
CORPS DATES 

Corps Dinner in Glasgow 

THE LONDON LECTURE 1992 

The London Lecture will take place at the London Press Centre, 76 
Shoe Lane, London EC4 at 1800 hrs on Thursday 26 November 1992. 
The Lecturer will be Professor J. Midwinter ODE, FRS, FEng who is 
Pender Professor and head of University College London Department 
of Electronic and Electrical Engineering. 

The title of the lecture i 'The Nature of Technological Change' . 
Admission tickets to the lecture are free and, for those who wish it, 
there is a hot supper following the lecture, the cost of which, including 
half a bottle of wine, is £20.00 per head. 

Application forms for the lecture and supper can be found at the 
back of the White List and the Retired Officers' list, or obtained from 
the lecture secretary on London District Mil Ext 8422 (071 -414 8422). 

Dress is lounge suits. Members of the Royal Signals Institution, 
their wives and personal guests, are welcome to attend. 

WHITE HELMETS REUNION 

A reunion for ex members of the Royal Signals White Helmets 
Motorcycle Display Team is to be held in the Catterick Area on 
Saturday 24 October 1992. The precise location will be decided when 
the number attending is known. Wives will be welcome to attend with 
their husbands. 

If you are interested please write to: White Helmets Reunion, 
Vimy Barracks, Catterick Garrison, North Yorkshire DL9 3PS or 
telephone (0748) 872564 during normal working hours . 

OLD WELBEXIAN ASSOCIATION REUNION DINNER 

The next OWA Reunion Dinner will be held at the RE HQ Officers' 
Mes , Bromp10n Barrack , Chatham on Friday 18 September 1992. 

Dress is Black Tie. Timings are 1930 for 2000 hours. The cost will 
be £18-£20. Accommodation is available on request. 

Applications, including a contact address and telephone number, 
should be sent to: The Adjutant, Welbeck College, Worksop, Nous, 
S80 3LN or by telephoning 0909 476326. 

Applications should arrive at least two weeks prior to the Dinner. 

OLD WELBEXIAN ASSOCIATION PRESIDENTS DINNER 
The next President's Dinner will be held at Welbeck College on 

Saturday 21 November 1992. 
Dress is Mess Kit for serving officers and Black Tie for retired 

officers. The cost will be £12-£15. Limited accommodation is 
available. 

Applications, including a contact address and telephone number, 
should be sent to: The Adjutant, Welbeck College, Worksop, Nous, 
S80 3LN or by telephoning 0909 476326. 

Applications should arrive at least two weeks prior to the Dinner. 

FOR SALE 
Corps Mess Kit and Service Dress with SD and No 1 hat , also Sam 

Browne for person 6' -6' 2". Please contact 2Lt M. Phillips on 
Blandford Mil: 03201 or 0258 482088. 

SITUATION VACANT 
THE ROYAL SCHOOL OF SIGNALS 

1f you are leaving the army but would still like to work in a military 
environment we are looking for 2 Professional Technical Officers 
(PTOs) for equipment design. Preferably computer literate Class I 
Technicians with BTEC HNC and some experience in CAD 
draughting packages and electronic design. 

Applications in writing to Development Troop Commander, 2 
Squadron (Trials) Royal School of Signals, Blandford Camp, 
Blandford Forum, Dorset DTll 8RH. 

THE WIRE, AUGUST 1992 

DEATHS 
Biddulph-JSig M. Biddulph- served 1991-2- died 13 June 1992. 
Cairns--Maj J.P. Cairns- served 1925-63 - died July 1992. 
Callan-Capt J. L. Callan-served 1932-57- died 14 Apri l 1992. 
Cann.ing-WOl G. W. Canning-served 1964-87- died 15 May 1992. 
Corbett-Maj (Hon Lt Col) B. D. Corbett- died 24 March 1992. 
Dryland-Lt Col A. B. Dryland- died 10 June 1992. 
Evans-Lt Col J. E. Evans-served 1936-73-died 10 June 1992. 
Good- Brig E. D. Good CBE- served 1926-59- died 15 July 1992. 
Jones-Cpl P. M. Jones- served 1942-46- died April 1992. 
Jones- R. M. A. Jones- died 22 May 1992. 
Johnson-Ferguson-Lt Col Sir Neil Johnson-Ferguson TD, DL, 

JP- died June 1992. 
Klrby- Sgt L. H. Kirby-served 1938-47-died 18 June 1992. 
Knight-Maj H. E. Knight ERO JP-served 1933-60-died 24 June 
1992. 
MacMJllan-Sig D. MacMillan- served 1990-92-died 12 June 1992. 
Osborne-SSgt G. A. Osborne-served 1951-68-died 2 July 1992. 
Stead-LCpl A. J. Stead-served 1986-92-died 16 June 1992. 
Stevenson-JSig A. Stevenson-served 1991-92-died 15 June 1992. 
Thornton-Mrs G. R. Thornton, wife of Maj G. R. Thornton- died 

1May1992. 
Tuley- W02 T. J. Tuley-served 1942-47-died 22 May 1992. 
Waugh-Maj C. Waugh-served 1933-62-died 7 June 1992. 
Webb-WOl O. Webb-served 1938-63-died 31 May 1992. 

OBITUARIES 
Capes-ex SSgt L. B. Capes. It is with deep regret that Newcastle and 

District Branch report the death of member Les Capes. He was an 
enthusiastic member of the Branch and will be greatly missed by 
his many friends. 

Dirs-Maj J. H. Dirs MBE. It is with regret that the Hull Branch of 
the Association report the death of Maj Dickie Dirs on Thursday 
21 May 1992 after a short illness. Dickie served in the Corps from 
1924 till 1961. On leaving, he started a second career with the East 
Yorkshire Cadet Forces, becoming the first Cadet Executive 
Officer for Humberside and finally retiring in 1972. He was a 
staunch member of the Association, maintaining links with the 
Corps. We extend sincere condolences to his family and friends. 

Edmond -Sig J. L. T. Edmonds, J onathan ' Eddy' Edmond joined 
the orps in October 1987, trained as a Telecommunication 
Ope1ator (Data) was posted to Germany and then to Belize. He 
joined 15 Sig Regt in May 1991 and was a member of 'A ' shift of 
Commcen Tp, where his sense of humour endeared him to 
everyone he came into contact with. He represented the Regiment 
both at swimming and waterpolo and it was a great hock to u all 
when he collapsed and died following a PT session, which had 
been specially organised to assist in the Golden Olive competition 
between Belfast and Frankfurt. Recently in the process of 
changing trade, he became a member of the QM's Dept, where his 
cheerfulness and willingness augured well for a bright future. 
Tragically taken at the very young age of 22 years he is sadly 
missed and all our condolences go to his family in North Wales. 

Newman-Sgt Michael Newman died from wounds on 14 April 1992 
after being shot by terrorists as he left the Army Recruiting Office 
in Derby. He was 37 years of age. Michael joined the Army in the 
same recruiting office in Derby from school at the age of 16. He 
started his career as a Junior Soldier in 11 Sig Regt and completed 
his training as a Combat Powerman in 1975. He was posted to 7 
Sig Regt and soon proved himself a fine soldier and an excellent 
tradesman. He was selected to become a member of 'Quicksilver' 
the Corps Mobile Display Team in 1978. He left 'Quicksilver' in 
1981 and saw service in 3 Armd Div HQ and Sig Regt , 241 Sig Sqn 
and The School of Signals (now The Royal School of Signals), 
reaching the rank of Sergeant in 1987. He was again selected for 
recruiting duties and became a Recruiting Sergeant in 1989. 
Michael had a reputation for hard work and enthusiasm. He was 
a keen gardener and also enjoyed jogging. He will be missed by all 
his friends in the Recruiting Organisation and in the Corps as well 
as his relations and many friends in the Derby area. 

Regan-ex W02 R. Regan. It is with deep regret that Bradford 
Branch report the death of one of its members, Ronald Regan, 
which occurred on 3 May 1992. A regular attender at branch 
meetings and at Catterick reunions, he served in the Corps from 
1938-1946, mostly in India and Burma. His grandson is serving in 
the Corps and another grandson is also in the army. He will be 
much missed by his many friends. 

Smith-Sig Derek Smith. It is with much regret that 'Ceylon High 
Speed' announce the death of one of its members, Derek Smith 
who served at the TX site at Ekala as a national serviceman 
1948-49. He was one of the club's regulars and will be missed. Our 
sympathy goes to his wife and family. 

DO YOU KNOW 
A WAR WIDOW? 

THE WIRE, AUGUST 1992 

If you know a war widow who is not a member of the 
War Widows Assocation of Great Britain and would 
like to join please ask her to write to Mrs J. H . 
Hoffman, Membership Secretary, SSA Hastings Road, 
Bexhill-on-Sea, Sussex TN40 2NH. She will be made 
very welcome. 
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~ l{EPORT FROM ULS'T'ER 

RHQ 
PER ONALITI 
CO Lt Col G. M. S. Shipley 
21 Maj J. P . Hudson 

djt Capt F. P. Roberts, AO Capt P. T. Connors, RSM WOI (RSM) 
Howe. 

Conunuing with the Province-wide Mercury Cup Competition, 
"'hi h i competed for at Squadron level (including the 3 Brigade 
Signal quadron ), the Athletics Competition was held on 20 May and 
wa a great uccess, being preceded by the 'Potted Sports ' 
Competition organised by 39 Inf Bde HQ and Sig Sqn. ' 

We regret to have to announce the death of Sig J . L. T. Edmonds, 
who died of natural causes during a PT period on 25 May 1992; his 
obituary is el ewhere in this publication. 

S PPORT Q ADRON 
Sqn Comd Maj M. S. W. Olive MBE 
2IC Capt P. T. Connors 
SSM W02 (SSM) Bottomley. 

The Squadron has seen many departures and arrivals over the last 
few months. ew arrivals include LCpls Debbie Tale, Sam Rowley, 
Sigs Diane Steven on, Dave McCall, LCpls 'Beef' Burger, Bob Garlic 
and last but not least Sgt Colin Warnes. 

Congratulations to to the following Cpl June Prudhoe and LCpl Ali 
Marshall on their promotions. 

Congramlations and all best wishes to Sig Marie Cooper and LCpl 
GiJJ Spiers on their marriage . 

The baby boom has started and congratulations go to Sgt Jim and 
Gillian Kelly on the birth of their daughter Katherine Louise and also 
to ig 'Parky' and Jennifer Parkinson on the birth of their son. 

The Squadron says fareweJJ to W02 (YofS) Bill Jackson and Phyllis 
on posting to ORTHAG, Sgt Geordie Scott to Civ Div, Sgt Keith 
and Veronica Wightman on their posting to 16 Sig Regt, Sgt Terry 
O'Neill to 32 Sig Regt (V), LCpl Cherry Taylor to Civ Div, Cpl Alf 
Jeffries to QG Signals, LCpl Tracey Lissemore and Cpl Julie Phillips 
to AA Col Harrogate ind LCpl Ken Armstrong to 243 Sig Sqn and 
to Cpl Rob Gray also to Civ Div. LCpl 'Becky' Beckensall finished his 
roulement tour and is back with 2 Sig Regt. 

225 SIGNAL SQ ADRON 
$qn Comd Maj I. R. Fielder 
2IC Capt D. J. Lucket 
USO Capt S. J. Baston, SSM W02 (SSM) Dave Rutter RQMS W02 
(RQMS) Taff Williams. ' 

ALPHA TROOP 
The controller of Alpha Tp, LCpl Steve Epps, originally 

contributed a tightly-organised sixteen-side set of Wire Notes . These 
have been condensed as follows: Cpl Amanda Jane now Cpl Amanda 
Strawn-many congratulations. LCpl 'Stig' Scott is currently 
enjoying the windswept delights of the North Yorkshire Moors on his 
RSDCC-good luck, Epps has a tenner on you-and Cpl 'Mad Mick' 
Dyer has been passing on his knowledge in handover/takeover book. 

The Troop would like to welcome the Boss, Sgt Carole Hobab into 
the Corps. _ 

DELTA TROOP 
Since; the Troop last appeared in these pages, a number of comings 

and g01ngs have been noted: WOI Steve Palfreyman has moved into 
t~e hot ~eat, .vice ~01 Pete Lang and is now safely dug-in in the office 
dispensing ~1s umque brand of Yorkshire philosophy, ably supported 
by SSgt 'T1gger' Howarth . 

. Out .with the workers, SSgt Shane Knight has arrived from BAOR 
with his tales of gallantry during the great Heinsbery earthquake and 
a bewilde~ing variety of new faces-among them Cpls Simpson, 
Fa~er, P1ears and LCpl Dudgeon-are springing up every day as 
bodies ,are .mo~ed from all four corners of a shrinking Army. Sgt 
~ark Squirrel Jordan moved on to BAOR, accompanied by his 
wife, Karen. Good luck to the both of them. 

The Back Room, still ~ominated by the beaming Buddha-like figure 
of the Ops WO has seen its share of turbulence and the following have 
ap.peared: Cpls Fi Anderson, Katy Cunnion and Wilson-all to 
h1ftwork and gt Dot Hunter, Cpls Rich Christopher and Karen 
tevens to the relaxing lifestyle of daywork. 
There must be something in the water in Lisburn, because no less 
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than three of the Back Room (Front Room Department) are leaving, 
or have left upon hearing the patter of tiny feet: Cpls Sheena Ellis, 

.Linda Hartley and Tracy Malin. Other departures, for , er, less 
biological reasons": include LCpl Michelle McDiarmid, Cpls Linda 
Kenyon, Steph Langmuir and Martin Sears . 

GOLF TROOP 
Rumour has it that the Squadron has Technicians and a Golf Troop 

(although there is no hard evidence to support this) . 

ECHO TROOP 
The Troop crui es on majestically, skippered by WOI Glen Adams 

and W02 Steve Young, backed up by SSgt Stu Yorke and Sgts Andy 
Charles and Euan Hall. As the majority of personnel are in roulement 
posts, a full list of those passing through would be impractical; suffice 
to say that the Troop maintains its usual high standard. 

233 SIGNAL SQUADRON 
Sqn Comd Maj Seraph 
2IC Capt Billingham 
SSM W02 (SSM) Parsons, SQMS SSgt (SQMS) James Clerk LCpl 
Skilling. 

TM TROOP 
There have been many changes since our last report. SSgt Martin 

Gillard has taken over as Troop SSgt from Nev Flintham who leaves 
us for civvy street with more money than he knows what to do with. 
SSgl Mick Laybourn and Cpl Alfie Norrie have left in the same boat 
although Alfie eem to know what to spend his on! ' 

Things are starting to change in Installations with the introduction 
of the CAD package with laser printer and A3 plotter that has been 
bought for the Projects Team. This has allowed Sgt Paul 'user 
friendly' Gorman to keep busy on the same letter he started in March . 
'How do you get the Tippex off the screen?' 

DC Workshops carries on much the same with Sgt 'Leadership 
Flather taking over from Mick 'was he ever here' Laybourn. WLCpl 
Jane Heselden has joined the workshop from Systems to broaden their 
conversations, good luck! 

Conversations overheard in TM Troop corridor: 
Tp Comd: 'Where's the TOT?' 
Troop SSgt: 'On a course sir' 
Tp Comd: 'Really, whereabouts?' 
Troop SSgt: 'Well he should be on hole 7 by now sir!' 

INDIA TROOP 
The big day arrived with the sun shining down on Lisburn, which 

came as a great shock to all concerned the 233 Sig Sqn Rugby lnter
Tp seven-a-side competition was upon us . With only an hour until 
kick off, India Tp team finely tuned, as always, was still nowhere to 
be seen. Panic from the Tp Comd; oops sorry, did I say panic? more 
of an organised 'you will do nicely, thank you for volunteering' took 
place in a matter of minutes and with only minutes to spare, the team 
took to the field with only one practice match under their belts . The 
team that tried valiantly against the odds throughout the competition 
were: Sig Daz Almey, LCpl Billy Bingham, Sgt Gaz Corrigan, Sig 
Mark Jones, LCpl Kev 'not so tall' Robertson, LCpl Dave Swift and 
Sig Al Ward. 

The team would like to pass on a special note of thanks to Romeo 
Tp for allowing us to win one game, just enough to ensure we didn 't 
come away with the wooden spoon. 

MERCURY CUP ATHLETICS 
This wa.s the event that the five full teams and a token effort from 

8 Inf Bde HQ and Sig Sqn had been training for all winter! The fact 
that the sun was shining could only help these finely tuned athletes to 
reach their peak at the Mercury Cup Athletics . 

The day got off to a cracking start with a fine win in the 400m 
Hurdles by LCpl Wilsea, one third of 8 Bde's team. The.day went 
smoothly with adrenalin and inter-squadron rivalry running high. The 
performances achieved were of a good standard, but unfortunately no 
records were broken. There were notable performances from Cpl Fell 
winning both the lOOm and 200m, LCpl Cunnion winning the Triple 
and Long Jump and Sig Follin winning the 400m by a good 50m and 
by having a storming last leg in the relay. 
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T'i" :ompetition was fierce throughout the day with the final 
positinm handing O": the result from the last event of the day, the 
4 x 400m relay. 225 Sig Sqn managed to hold off a va liant attempt by 
3 In f Bde HQ and Sig Sqn, thus winning overall . 

1.'INAL RESUI.TS 
1st 225 Sig Sqn 122 
2nd 3 Inf Bde HQ & Sig Sqn 121 
3rd 39 Inf Bde HQ & Sig Sqn I l 3 
4th 233 Sig Sqn 99 
5th Sp Sqn 68 
6th 8 Inf Bde HQ & Sig Sqn 55 

LCpl Geddes in the blocks (3 Bde) 

225 Sig Sqn-the winning team 
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FINANCIAL PLANNING 
ITS PURPOSE is to make the best use of fncome . Capital 
and other Assets , to prepare the way for the individual to 
achieve financial aims. These may include: 

Fl A CIAL PROTECTION -against the effects of 

FINANCIAL SECURITY 

HOUSE PURCHASE 
EDUCATION EXPENSES 
COMFORTABLE RETIREMENT 

TRANSFER OF ASSETS 

possessions being lost or 
damaged. 
-for present or future 
dependants. 
-immediately or in the future . 
-for present or future children. 
-based on an adequate 
oontinuing income backed up 
by an adequate capital reserve 
-to the next generation. 

WE ADVISE on the use of savings from income, the 
investment of capital, the use of other assets where applicable, 
insurance against ill health and the insurance of possessions. 
We help clients to lay the foundations of sound plans, to 
develop existing plans and keep them up to date, and then to 
make the best use of resources when the time comes to meet 
commitments. 

GOOD INFORMATION is the basis of sound planning. The 
more clients take us into their confidence the better we can 
assist them . Please let us have full details of existing resources, 
your ability to save, and any expectations. Please also tell us 
all you can about commitments with which you expect to have 
to cope. We , of course , treat all such information as 
confidential . 

AN EARLY START helps, and we will be pleased to assist 
you however modest your resources may be now. If you have 
existing arrangements which may need developing, the sooner 
you refer them to us, the more help we are likely to be able 
to give you. 

OUR ADVICE is free and does not commit you to any action: 
we only ask that any arrangements you decide to make be 
made through us. It is based on over 44 years of examining 
clients' problems, analysing them and advising on them . It is 
not delivered by persuasive salesmen, but is given in writing 
for you to study at your leisure. 

ARE YOU MAKING THE BEST USE OF YOUR 
INCOME AND OTHER ASSETS? 

WE ARE AS CLOSE TO YOU AS THE NEAREST POST 
BOX OR TELEPHONE. 

LET US SHOW YOU HOW GOOD PLANNI G CAN 
HELP YOU. 

R. T. WILLIAMS LTD. 
PRINCE ALBERT HOUSE, 58 SHIP STREET, 

BRIGHTON, BNl lDE 
Telephone: (0273) 28181/5 

Not all the services advertised here are regulated by the 
Financial Services Act 1986 and the rules made for the 
protection of investors by that Act will not apply to them . 
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PERSO ALITIES 
Sqn Comd Maj Peter Grogan 
2IC Capt Trigger Rogers 
AO Maj Eri Kightley RE, RSM WOl (RSM) Robert Stonier, YofS 
WOl (Yof ) Kev Townsend , FofS W02 (FofS) Kev Truby, C Clk 

gt (OR QMS) Hoppy Hopkins. 

HQ 
Life in SHQ continues with all members taking advantage of the 

glorious weather which we are forced to endure. So much so that sport 
has taken priority over work. The Chief Clerk, SSgt 'Hoppy' Hopkins 
tried to revive his youth by dicing with death whilst paragliding, 
fortunately he was lucky and only crashed damaging a r ib in the 
proce s. When asked later what had happened, he said he'd always 
wanted to be a dive bomber but didn't realise you are meant to pull 
up when you're close to the ground! This information was gathered 
by telephone for he went home for a week immediately after the 
incident to save face. Along with the weather, the Squadron boat has 
come out of retirement and LCpl 'Woody' Wooding and Pte Sam 
Daw on have been anempting the art of water skiing with not much 
success. 

QM DEPARTMENT 
Farewell to W02 (RQMS) John Jamieson and family who, after 

accepting redundancy, goes 10 a happy life in civvy street. We wish 
him all the best for the future. 

Congratulations go to W02 Angus Reid, who, on recent promotion 
and on completion of his RQMS Course, becomes the new RQ. 

Congratulations also to one of our resident chunks Cpl Frank 
'zippy' Nichol on his marriage to Alison. 

Cpl Steve 'Mr Bean' Wake has cheered up considerably with the 
recent arrival in the Province of his wife and family. 

On the day of his departure to the UK, the RSM, WOl (RSM) Bob 
Stonier convinced Woody that it would be in his own interest to get 
rid of the long hair image prior to departing the Province much to the 
obvious annoyance of Woody. 

The Mercury Cup at Lisburn on 20 May proved successful for the 
Squadron but more successful for the SHQ participants consisting of 
WOI (RSM) Stonier who participated successfully in the shot putt and 
discus and LCpl Tom Hill in the high jump. Well done to them both. 

COMMS TROOP 
LINE/RIGGING SECTION 

Yet again we've had our full quota of work with another major RIC 
on the border sharing rations with the LI. 

The lads also went on a jaunt with the RUC, visiting the local 
populace with public relations at the top of the list. 

On the line side all is quiet and the card school is progressing well. 
Farewell and good luck to Sgt Chris Rumney and family how 

unfortunate to be going back to Cyprus. ' 

TECHS 
New faces amongst the troop include LCpl Ryan Halsall fresh from 

his T3 training just in time to stag on behind the Squadron bar. 
Welcome to Sgt Nige Roberts who comes to us from sunny Harrogate. 

ROYAL SIGNALS STABLE BELTS 

New Jin Regulation Pattern with Straps 
Any Amount Made Up as Required 

Export 3in Web with Strengthening ........... £7. 71 plus post 

Export 3in Web without Strengthening ..... . .. £6.50 plus P"'' 

UK inc VAT 3in Web with Strengthening ..... £8.87 plUJ post 

UK inc VAT 3in Web without Strengthening £7.48 plus post 
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Farewell to C pl Al Townsend and family , enjoy your time in the 
new Berlin. 

Congratulations to LCpl L inda H oltby who, not sa tisfied with 
being our first girlie Radio Tech, is now our fi rst female 'safe to 
climb ' . 
PS: Linda wrote this interesting interjection . 

COMMS TRIALS 
Due to the Trials Section being thoroughly inactive over the last few 

months, there is little to say except, well done to the Boss Capt T. J . 
Carmichael for completing l hour of his 10 hour patrol before getting 
Casevac'd after dropping o ff a 4ft fence. So much for our Airborne 
Avenger! 

Finally co~gratulations to Cpl Jase Smithurst on his marriage to 
Clare . 

SYSCON/ COMMCEN 
Update from Commcen Armagh, hello to LCpl Tina Whalen who 

since being here has only managed to fit in two shifts in her first six 
weeks due to her pending leave. 

April saw a .,busy' month for Syscon with re-emergence of the 
'Secret Squirrel Club' which involved members of the Squadron 
deploying to parts unknown . 

Syscon's requests for more information were met with the now 
familiar phases ' I can ' t tell you, It' s a secret ' and the much worn out 
' If I tell you that I'll have to shred you' . 

Syscon finally managed to prove that the Yeoman is fallible when 
they overheard him using 'Contact' on the radio . When challenged 
about this he replied ' it's my net and if I can ' t say what I want I'm 
taking my radio and going home' . 

On a sadder note, since the publication of the last Wire the 
Squadron has suffered a great loss. 

Sig Gaz Love, who had been diagnosed as a leukaemia sufferer 
whilst serving with the Squadron, died in hospital on 22 April. 

A keen sportsman and cross country runner, Gaz was a popular 
member of the Squadron and will be sorely missed. 

Close friends from the Squadron attended Gaz' s funeral and were 
able to pass on the Squadron' s condolences to his family . 

Our thanks to 11 Sig Regt for providing an excellent Funeral Guard. 

EXERCISE CHECKSHIRT WALKABOUT 
Off to the happy Highlands of Scotland, ready to climb all the 

Benns in sight. Sgt Chris Rumney and his happy followers Cpl Kath 
Aitchison (Scottish translator), Cpl Neal Moss (fox killed), LCpls 
Lorna Campbell and Andy Mattson (not retired). 

After an eight hour drive we eventually arrived at Gairloch (home 
for the week) somewhere on the north west coast of Scotland , after 
one hour trying to put her tent up Kath decided the instructions must 
be wrong (wrong size tent poles). 

First day rain stopped play, on the second the 3,000ft climb all 
looked a bit daunting but ended up being a nice stroll (uphill). Then 
the heat wave (waved) and off we went to the nearest waterfall to have 
some good aqua fun. 

The fourth day was a real culture shock, a 10 hour walk (6 hours 
uphill 4 down) across 6 peaks all around 3,000ft in a very temperate 
23°c. 

On the fifth day Lorna had her first experience at abseiling and a 
few disco legs all round (Andy). 

On the penultimate day the trip to the Isle of Skye was well worth 
the visit, Neal was upset because the distillery was closed. We spent 
the last day stuck in Stranraer for two hours with only several bars to 
pass the time. 

MT TROOP 
Farewell to W02 (MTWO) Ian James BEM, we wish him all the 

best at his new post. 
A warm welcome to our new MTWO Sid Price and his family, let's 

hope his hobby isn't caving as well . Welcome also to Sgt Russell 
Brookes and Sig 'Special Forces' Harvey. 

Congratulations to 'Master Chef' Dave Stockton on trying to 
cremate the first MT barbecue of the year. 

Well done to LCpl John Craig on passing his Driver Instructor 
Course, maybe you could teach the rest of the MT to drive. 
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PERSONALITIES 
Sqn Comd Maj P. A. Pratley MBE 
21C Capt A. I. M. Gordon 
Comms Offr Lt M. W. G. Adams, YofS W02 (YofS) Hall FofS 
W02 (FofS) Richardson, TM Tp Comd SSgt Aggi Clarke, AO Maj 
J. L. Godfrey 15/ 19H, RSM WOl (RSM) P . Whitehouse, RQMS 
W02 (RQMS) Ara, MTWO W02 (MTWO) Duncan , CC SSgt 
(ORSQMS) Cole, Comms Tp Comd SSgt Doug Craig. 

EXERCISE MAY BREAK 
Li_fe in Londonderry can sometimes look a little bleak so getting 

soldiers away and preferably ut of Province is given a high priority . 
Hence Ex May Break, a short trekking, rock cl imbing and absei ling 
expedition, organised by the RSM, which took nine members of the 
Squadron 10 Fort William in Scotland for five days in May. A few 
extracts from the expedition diary give an idea of what they claim to 
have got up to, courtesy of Sigs Reeves and Cunningham: 

Some folks will do anything to get their name in The Wire. Even 
if it means climbing Ben Nevis with the night before still sloshing 
about your body. Still, trying to keep up with Cpl Tom 'Sherpa 
Tensing' Lloyd for 30 minutes soon cleared our heads. Fort William 
proved to be quite a success for the crooners amongst us, Cpl Pete 
' Humperdink ' Baker improving PR by keeping the Army in the public 
eye and ear . 

His outstanding performances on the karaoke machine were ably 
supported by Sigs Steve ' Born to be Wild' Reeves and Gregg 'The 
Pelvis' Cunningham . In the Quarry a stunning climbing demonstr
ation by Cpl Roland Warrington showed the rest of us the way 
although LCpl Wayne P rescott decided to develop a technique all of 
his own . Money spent and objectives met we packed up and tried to 
leave for the long journey home. This was despite the efforts of Sig 
'Teabag' Hynde who wanted to limbo dance the mini-bus out of a 
certain car park . Apparently he thinks ' Max Headroom ' is an advert 
for a TV programme. 

The group rapidly crossed Ben Nevis and 18 miles of the West 
Highland Way combined with some highly enjoyable abseiling and 
climbing before making their way back to operational deployments in 
Northern Ireland . 

SHQ TROOP 
Spending time out of Province also seems to be the flavour of this 

month with SHQ Tp . In the lead is Cpl Wright on his Open University 
course (does his mean he 's got to wear flares, pebble glasses, a scarf 
and grow a long straggly beard) . Talking of education, congra
tulations to LCpl Steve Upsall for earning himself a Diploma in 
Business Administration; all he has to do now is get his personal 
administration sorted! Sig Patrick 'Cherry' Coupe departs on his 
parachuting course soon . He promises not to brag too much when he 
returns otherwise the Chief will post him to Aldershot. And on the 
subject of SSgt Mick Cole, he's started coming in to work at 0700 and 
attempting to leave for the beach a t lunch 1ime. Does this mean his 
posting to Cyprus has finally been confirmed? Meanwhile the lost and 
found department has acquired one red and yellow ign with the 
inscription ' 8 Infantry Brigade Royal Armoured Corps Head
quarters'. Maj Lew 'Marshall' Godfrey seems to regard this strange 
sanskrit title as the equivalent of the Dead Sea Scrolls. 

TM TROOP 
T p Comd SSgt Aggi Clarke 

vice SSgt Mick Gaylard 
Line/ Rigging Sgt Eric ' Pop Picker' Strefford 
Workshops Sgt Sgt Stu 'Left Bollard' Ryder, Site Manager Sgl Steve 
Ruxton . 

' Brundle and Bolts' the Dangerous Brothers have been at it again. 
They fly 100 miles to the Mull of Kintyre (supposedly for routine 
maintenance), find out the pub is too far away to walk to and don't 
even have the decency to say hello to Paul Mac while they're there. 
On the way back the pilot refuses to fly 'tactically' so LCpl Bolton 
falls asleep in protest. Never mind, it could h;ive been worse. They 
might have had to watch a shipload of matelots putting in VCPs 
against suspicious seagulls on Rathlin Island. 

A new Tp Comd has been drafted in to deal with the likes of the 
above. Commiserations and a warm welcome to SSgt Aggi Clarke. Sgt 
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Stu Ryder has j ust done his heli -tele course and so has already been 
exposed to the highly technical nature of work in Provin e. His 
response- 'well the course folders were rather nice' . 

Finally, departing Tp Comd S gt Mick Gayla rd is making a clean 
break to civilian life having been accepted for redundancy. All the be t 
to him, Heather and their family and his huge wad . 

COMMSTROOP 
A few happy smiling people have arrived recently in drought 

stricken Londonderry. Foremost is new T p Comd, SSgt Dougie Craig 
from 5 AB: PT will never be the same again. Thanks to new boy Cpl 
Dickie 'Pick a country and I can bore you about it ' Dyer , from 640 
T p. Syscon nights simply fly by and if that's not enough we can watch 
Sig Russell 'Wobberley' Wibberley fresh from 244 Sig Sqn deliver his 
night rations on a fork lift truck. 

A huge contingent from the Troop travelled to Lisburn to represent 
the Squadron at athletics. All three (Cpl Andy Thompson, LCpl Gaz 
Wilsea and Sig Mark Conti) did extremely well, participating in 21 
events collectively and earning some very creditable fi rst , second and 
third placings. One day we' ll have enough soldiers still in barracks to 
enable us to assemble a full team and then we could do quite well . 

We have the onerous duty to inform readers that SSgt Chick McCue 
has had the misfortune to be posted to Hong Kong and promoted at 
the same time . Best wishes from the Troop to him and his family. 

QM DEPT 
The people around here seem to spend less time in the stores than 

the equipment does, with a number of changes of personnel and 
notices of postings to come. During the last few months we have 
welcomed to the fold , LCpl Wayne Prescott, and his family who have 
come to us from Rheindahlen . Another arrival worthy of mention is 
Sgt Ritchie Clatchworthy and family although they had an interesiing 
journey being re-routed from 3 Bde while on pre-tour leave in UK . 

It' s not all work here and a few members of the department have 
been out playing. LCpl Ronnie Corbett jetted off to Scotland to fall 
down hills with planks on his feet and LCpl Prescott participated in 
Ex May Break last month. He was accompanied by Cpl (now Sgt) Pete 
Baker who returned to find himself promoted, congratulations. 

NORTHERN IRELAND DRIVE ALIVE COMPETITION 1992 
Hard work and an exhaustive training package organised by Sgt 

Mick Kemp resulted in the Squadron sweeping the board in this year's 
Safe and Skilled driving competition. A hearty well done to LCpl Sean 
'Loadsa trophies' Walsh (putting behind him the driving exploits of 
his colleagues in TM Tp) for winning outright the top landrover driver 
compe1ition. Supporting him were Cpl Steve 'Justified and Ancient' 
Naylor and LCpl Warren Pollit together earning the Squadron first 
place in both the Regular Army and Brigade team competitions . The 
best of luck for the UK competition . 

Sqn Driving team show off their trophies 
L -ro R: LCpl Pollitt, Cpl Naylor, Sgt Kemp and LCpl Walsh 
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PERSONALITI !;; 
Sqn Comd Maj Neal YeoeU 
2IC Capt Bob Healey 
AO Capt Peter Anthony, Ops Tp Comd Capt Chris Paterson, RSM 
WOl (R M) Dave Thomas, YofS W02 (YofS) Nick Nicholson, FofS 
W02 (FofS) Phil Cutforth, RQMS W02 (RQMS) Bob Rack, CC SSgt 
Charlie Fo ter . 

QUADRON ROUND-UP 
'; ith the arrival of summer there has been a frantic rush to finish 

the variou Li burn area winter sports leagues. On 11 April W02 
(FofS) Phil Cutforth led a Squadron hockey team to an indoor 
tournament at Aldergrove. Ourselves and 3 Inf Bde HQ and Sig Sqn 
were the only minor units in the competition and we finished 
in third place overall. Sig 'Geordie' Teasdeale had an excellent 
competition in goal and Sig Bennett had a solid start for the Squadron 
once he bad realised that he wasn't playing five-a-side football. The 

orthern Ireland Swimming Championships took place on 21 May 
1992 and in a keenly contested competition the Squadron were runners 
up with good performances from LCpl 'Water Buffalo' Mackay, Sgt 
Wayne Freeman, Capt Rob Healey and Maj Neal Yeoell. The 
following day the same team took part in the NI Waterpolo 
Championships and took fifth place. The Mercury Cup competition 
is again upon us and on 20 May 1992 the Mercury Cup Athletics 
Competition took place. The Squadron came third and there were 
noteable performances from Cpl Simon Fell who won the lOOm and 
200m and Cpl Curry who won the 5,000m. 

OPS TROOP 
COMMS SECTION 

Congratulations go to LCpls Mark Tweats and Trev Austin for 
passing their Crypto courses. Welcomes to Cpl Tony Martin, LCpl 
Bob Read, Sig Jim Stonestreet and LCpl Sharon Wilson. Good luck 
and farewell to Sgt 'Scouse' Shield, Cpls Steve Russell, Simon Fell, 
LCpls Robbo Roberts, Geordie Aspery and LCpl Maloney who is 
transferring to the Royal Irish Regiment. Finally good luck and best 
wishes for the future to LCpl Mark Tweats who is getting married. 

TM SECTION 
We say farewell to Tosh 'I'm losing weight, honestly'! Pope, who's 

off to Berlin for a four year holiday. 
A newcomer to the Troop is LCpl Dave Scragg, who is at present on 

his Det Comd's Course, we wish him luck. 
Congratulations are in order for Sig 'Phut, Phut' Wilcock on his 

promotion to LCpl, who is said to be the longest serving tech Signaller 
in the history of the Corps. 

LCpl Paul Colborn, has proved himself highly worthy of joining 
the TM School of Motoring, and a cry for help was heard in the Troop 
from Sgt Jan Seymour when he received a lener from a lovely penpal 
and didn't know what to do about it! 

The Troop would also like to wish Cpl 'Tubbs' Turbitt and his wife 
Carol the best of luck for their future married life. 

SUPPORT TROOP 
. Welcome to LCpl Bain and Dvr Parton who have recently arrived 
10 the Troop. The MT Section recently took part in Ex Drive Alive 
where LCpl 'Boggy' Burnett was the only driver in the competition to 
get bogged in on the cross country section. We say farewells to Sgt 
'Gaz' Copley who is off to work in a recruit ing office and Cpl Rod 
'Sumo' Buttolph who leaves us to join civvy street and we wish them 
and their families all the best for the future. 

RUGBY 
The rugby ~son has now come to an end and although the team's 

performance did not reflect that of the England Grand Slam team in 
success, it was matched in effort and determination. 

I LEAGUE COMPETITION 
The NI League competition was held at Ballykinler on Sunday 1 

M~rc~. The tea~ performed exceptionally well against stronger major 
umt .s•~es but with only one win were not able to progress past the 
qual1fy10g stages. 
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The Squadron Rugby Team at the NI Seven-A-Side Competition 
Back Row (l to RJ: LCpls Paul Colborn , Scotty Sherrett, Sig Eddie 

Waring , LCpl Bertie Baker and Cpl George Roper 
Front Row (l to RJ: LC pl Dixie Dix, Capt Chris Paterson, Cpl Simon 

Fell , SSgt Charlie Foster (Captain) and LCpl Stevie Stoker 

MERCURY RUGBY SEVEN-A-SIDE 
The Mercury Cup rugby seven-a-side competition was held at 

Lisburn on Saturday 9 May. This competition was held on a league 
basis so each team had to play five games. The Squadron team won 
three of the five games and came third overall. Results are shown 
below: 

versus 3 Bde 
versus 225 Sqn 
versus HQ Sqn 
versus 8 Bde 
versus 233 Sqn 

TEAM 

Won 16-4 
Won 12-6 
Won 10-4 
Lost 0-16 
Lost 0-22 

Maj Neal Yeoell, Capt Bob Healey, SSgt Charlie Foster (Captain}, 
SSgt Bob Banner, Cpls George Roper, Simon Fell, LCpls 'Dixie' Dix, 
'Taff' Jones, Andy Forster, Dave Scraggs, Tosh Pope and Dvr Taff 
Rees. 

LISBURN STATION SEVEN-A-SIDE 
The Lisburn Station seven-a-side competition was held on Sunday 

31 May at Thiepval Barracks. This was the last competition of the 
season and it was quite fitting and for once all the players that were 
required were actually available. The pre-match training by SSgt 
Charlie Foster included watching the Hong Kong 7's over a pint in the 
Horseshoe Club! 

The first game was against 26 Sqn RCT, our old rivals, who had 
beaten us convincingly in a friendly match. With lots of speed and 
agility on our side the Squadron soon established an early lead with 
an excellent try from Maj Neal Yeoell. Cpl Simon Fell coverted
and from then on the trys kept coming. Scores by Sgt Wayne 
Freeman, Capt John Bedford Para, SSgt Charlie Foster and LCpl 
Stevie Stoker ensured a convincing win of 26- 0. Revenge was sweet. 
In the next game we played against 7 Sqn RE 'A' and in a close game 
narrowly lost I 0-6. This put us through to the semi-final stages of 
the competition . In the semi-finals we played against the eventual 
winners and competition favourites JSG and narrowly lost 12-6. 

So after an excellent series of games the season has fina lly come to 
an end. The team will lose Cpl Simon Fell, on posting, before next 
season but the enthusiasm and commitment will still be there. 
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Army Apprentices' College 
Harrogate 

YEAR OF CHANGE 
1992 wm be the start of change for all at the College . As part of the 

reorganisation of the Training Org~nisation the College is due, by the 
end of 1993, to change from bemg a Royal Signals Apprentices 
College to an All Arms Junior Leader Regiment. At the same time the 
lengths of both the Apprentice and the Junior Leaders courses are 
being shortened. From September the Apprentices will only do a one 
year course while the Junior Leaders Stage I training will be a six 
month course. Despite all these potential changes the College ha 
continued with its very full programme of events and training 

To start our year we have a new Commandant, Col C. J. Walters, 
who assumed command on 16 January having just finished a six 
month tour of Northern Iraq. The out-going Commandant, Brig W. 
H. Backhouse, moves on to command 11 Sig Bde (V) in Liverpool. All 
at the College send their best wishes to Brig and Mrs Backhouse. 

Another College personality to leave the College in the Spring Term 
was Scott Sqn Comd, Maj Gus Boag; this was his third posting at the 
College. On all three tours he has served with Scott Sqn, first as a Tp 

gt, next as Sqn Sgt Maj and finally, over the last two and a half 
years, as the Sqn Comd . The Squadron will sadly miss its 'Patron 
Saint'. He now leaves for pastures new in the Quartermasters' world 
and 15 Sig Regt. However, some things never change and Apprentices 
still have to learn to dig their trenches . 

Farewell to College Commandant 
Mrs Keri Backhouse , Brig Bill Backhouse , Lt Col Martin Stretch 

BRADLEY SQUADRON 
CHAMPION SQUADRON DAY 

On Wednesday I April 1992 Champion Squadron was upon us once 
more . Could the young Junior Leaders in only their second term 
retain the trophy that we won so well in Winter Term 1991? The scene 
was not well set, we had come last in both sporting events-the rugby 
and swimming. In reality we had to win nearly every event to retain 
the trophy . 

On the day Rapier, Whitespear and Quadrant Tps paraded with 
their weapons and webbing ready to start the various stands. As ever, 
there was plenty of behind the scenes gossip and banter as to who was 
the smartest, fittest and fastest. The sequence of events were the 
squadded run, followed by two laps of the assault course, BC and 
first aid stands along with a shooting and command task stand. Every 
squad did the squadded run, they were then selected to carry out one 
or other of the stand . 

Quadrant Tp did the assault course and shooting, although the 
shooting was a disappointment, they made amends over the assault 
course . Whitespear Tp were casked with NBC and first aid, a task in 
which they excelled in comparison to the poor effort of the 
Apprentice Tradesmen. Rapier Tp were left to tackle command task , 
a Junior Leader speciality, one which they won convincingly. 
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With all events complete all members of the College gathered in the 
Cinema for the result to be announced. In a nailbiting finish to end 
all nailbiting finishes, Bradley Sqn retained the trophy on points 
gained during the day. This was a staggering achievement for boys 
who in some cases were a year to 18 months younger than their 
opponents. It was also a victory for preparation and planning, as the 
Apprentices found to their cost-especially the BC and first aid. 
Thanks must go to all the Bradley Sqn Permanent Staff, e pecially 
CSM Dickson (Scots Guards), for all the work put in leading up to the 
start of the competition. In the word of David Coleman 'Quite 
remarkable!'. 

While some members of the College were away on Ex Uniacke 
Express in Nepal, three other expeditions took place over the Easter 
leave: 

EXERCISE SNOWSCAPE 1 
Thirty-six students and thirteen adults left Harrogate on 3 April for 

this year's ski expedition to Austria. Beginners and experts alike were 
looking forward to a week's skiing in the superb Austrian mountains. 

After the traditional 27 hour coach journey the need to stretch the 
leg and breathe in some fresh air was even more apparent so, having 
collected skis, boots, settled into the hotels and explored Muhlbach (a 
five minute job) the group was eager to 'hit' the slopes for the first 
day's skiing. And 'hit the slopes' the majority of them did! 
Fortunately excellent pistes and 5m of fresh snow meant that there 
were no serious injuries. 

We were divided into groups depending on ability and each day had 
to have four hours ski instruction from experienced instructors. 
Consequently, even the absolute beginners managed to achieve a Joint 
Service Ski award by the end of the week . In all 36 awards were 
achieved, 28 bronze, 7 silver and a gold award to SSgt S. A. Major
an outstanding and well deserved award. 

The Buhlbach-Dienten-Hinterthal mountain range proved to be 
scenic, sunny, quiet (due to it being the end of the season) and 
challengi ng (2,000m at highest point). 

By the end of the week there were plenty of aches, pains and baggy 
eyes. There were plenty of tans, plenty of 'stories' and an overall 
feeling of having experienced a very enjoyable week's skiing. 

SKYE SPLASH 1-19-25 APRIL 1992 
Leaving the crowds who flock to the southern diving pans the Army 

Apprentices' decided to 'sail over the sea to Skye' or the Kyle of 
Lochalsh at least for their Easter diving exercise. Skye Splash l was 
a Sub Aqua exercise for Apprentice tradesmen and women to train 
them for the main college diving expedition (in June) when we will be 
diving the scuttled WWI fleet at Scapa Flow, Orkney. 

We are fortunate in being able to use the Royal aval 
accommodation at Balmacara House. The standard of food and 
accommodation at Balmacara House was such that several 
telegraphists bad to be persuaded not to reenlist in the Senior Service! 
Other 'hardships' at Balmacara House included an in-house bar and 
a view over to the Isle . Having dragged us away from the latter, 
diving was conducted from a rigid inflatable boat on loan from the 
Army Sub Aqua Association. Not to be outdone, the avy made a full 
size ship available to us, namely, the fleet tender HMS Melton. Both 
boats gave us access to the calm, clean and usually clear waters of the 
Kyle. Such waters have a plentiful crop of seafood and most evenings 
our supper consisted of 'catch your own' scallop. Several dives were 
made on the wreck of HMS Port Napier situated just off the 
Skyeshore as a preparation for her bigger, deeper sister wreck in 
Scapa. 

The College divers were also joined by members of 93 Sig Sqn (V) 
who brought a spell of dry weather. Their comms system with the 
Chief Weatherman is being investigated! 

The exercise was notable as it wa the first College diving expedition 
in which female apprentices have participated. Their contribution was 
highly valued and completely dispels any belief that women take 
longer to get ready for anything. The prize for the 'most time to kit 
up ' going, without competition, to the Sqn Comd exerci e. 

Having now forgotten the horror of a 14 hour road trip home, 
plans are being made to revisit the area later this year. As for 'Scar;i 
Splash' watch this space. 
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T .L OP ( PE ) GROUP 
l~ ER I, E L1'1A KE TENA 
R port b\ T Fitzpatrick 

It mu:t have tarted in ovember/December 1991 when a 
00\er tion wa overheard between our instructor, Sgt W~tters, and 

our re ident lingui t, gt Ashworth, the conversation went 
omething like thi : 
'\ ell what hall we do?' 'How about cycle Hadrian's Wall'. 'Yes 

OK that will do, by the way where is Hadrian's Wall?' And so started 
the 'preparation , our mini expedition to cycle the 79 miles ~roi;n 

ewca tie to Bo ness on Solway, following the route of Hadrian s 
Wall. . 

Having pen! hours sellotaping photo~op1es of maps tog~ther, 
thank Staff, going around the ~ollege aski~ every m~n and his dog 
if I could u e their bike for the nde, we, that 1s myself, five other ATs, 

gt Watters and gt A hworth set o ff on 4 April to ewcastle. At 
1230 hr on day I we aw the coach drive off, put our packs on our 
backs and off we set. At 1231 hrs the cry STOP came from the back 
of the line; AT Danny Bolger had, within the first I Om managed to l?se 
hi chain, after a quick mechanical repair ~Y Sgt Tony Watters w_1th 
a screw driver and a ize 11 boot and a quick lesson on how to nde 
a mountain bike, we set off again. The plan for the first day was to 
ride to ewcastle City centre, turn left, pick up the Roman road to 
Acomb following 25 miles of the wall. It actually went something 
like-got to ewcastle City centre, take the wrong turmng for 
Hexham cut aero s some rather interesting and hilly districts of 

ewcasJe, pick up the Roman Road and follow that for 12 mi!es 
mostly uphill until we caught a glimpse of the wall, 5ft to be precise 
and eventually arrive at Acomb. The accommodation for the first 
night was the YHA Acomb, which deserves no further mention, 
needles to say the place was full of David Bellamy look-a-likes with 
extremely smelly feet. 

The Changing Room at Chesters Fort 
L to R: ATs Georg , Bolger, Jones, Sgt Watters, A Ts Smith, Lewis, 

Fitzpatrick 

After a hearty breakfast the second day started with 3 miles uphill 
followed by 2 miles downhill to Chesters Fort. After a bit of 
persuasion we managed to get into Chesters and have a look around. 
The rest of the day turned out to be very hard work constantly going 
uphill in what AT Bolger described as 'unfluctulating' terrain, it was 
quite some time before AT Chris Georg pointed out the word he was 
looking for was 'undulating'. Our next casualty was AT Jones, a 
puncture, AT Georg was sent back to help him repair the puncture, 
having done so the two then put the wheel together again only to 
puncture the inner tube again, they had left the spine in the wheel rim, 
Bone dome was a phrase that sprang to mind. At 1800 hrs we 
eventually arrived at the accommodation for the second night. 

By comparison with the first two days the third day was bliss, 28 
miles all in all, 14 to Bowness and 14 back. A nice easy ride, flat 
terrain and bright sunshine. AT Kenny Smith enjoyed this day in . 
particular as he actually moved from his position to the rear of the 
pack. After a photo-call at Bowness we then returned to Carlisle. It 
must be said that AT Lewis was the only rider not to experience a sore 
backside, simply because he stood up for 90% of the 79 mile route, 
although what his legs must have felt like only he knows. 

All in all a very enjoyable exercise although I would think twice 
before riding 79 miles again with a pack on my back. 
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RAWSON RUB 92 
On Saturday 2 May, Rawson Sqn took part in its main charitable 

event of the year, the Rawson Rub. This involved the Squadron 
deploying down into Harrogate and basing themselves at the large 
supermarkets to wash customers' cars. All proceeds from the day went 
to St Michael's Hospice which is the Squadron's local charity. 

Originally teams of fifteen apprentices were sent to each location, 
but due to the popularity of having your car washed for £I, this was 
found to be inadequate, so the remainder of the Squadron was 
mustered and sent down ahead of schedule. 

AT Dedman had a lot of success at Great Mills by just rattling a 
bucket in front of punters and 'mugging' them for a donation. 

Down at Safeways Sgt George Sheppard was tossed the ignition 
keys of a flash Ranger Rover and instructed to park it up when he's 
finished. Unfortunately Sgt Sheppard was still trying to get it going 
by the time the owner finished shopping. 

Another customer arrived at Great Mills and when asked if he 
would like his car washing, he pointed to his vehicle, zebra striped 
(half dirt, half clean) and said 'I've just had it done at Asda and look 
at the state of it'. It was duely washed again at which he chipped in 
a further £2 to the fund. 

Overall the day was a great success with demand far out stripping 
the available resources. Lessons were learnt for next year when we will 
try to exceed the £880 we made this year. 

DUKE OF EDINBURGH'S A WARD SCHEME 
AT Sgt Dylan Arnold and AT Sgt Ian Milner, both of Rawson Sqn, 

have completed their Service section of the award of Silver level. For 
the past 12 months they have carried out voluntary work at St 
George's PHAB Youth Club, Harrogate. T hey have learned how to 
manipulate wheelchairs, operate chair lifts and they now have an 
understanding of the needs of disabled people in our society. 

Since completing this Service section they have continued to support 
the PHAB club by attending as voluntary helpers at the many 
activities and social functions organised by the PHAB club. 

Their places on the D of E Award Scheme have been taken by ATs 
Christine Scadden and Becky Craven , both of Scott Sqn, who will 
continue the long association between the Army Apprentices College 
and the PHAB club, an association which started in 1975 in the days 
of ex apprentice Chris Newby (now Yeoman of Signals). 

The PHAB club is responsible for the training of the D of E Award 
participants in this Service section and the PHAB club leader is 
responsible for the assessment. 

Sadly over the Easter holiday AT Sgt Arnold was badly injured in 
a climbing accident. For several weeks he has been on the very 
seriously ill list and has only just come out of a coma. All at the 
College hopes that he continues to progress and that he regains full 
health although it is going to be a long process. 

Back Row L to R: AT Sgts Dylan , Arnold, Mr Peter Green 
Front Row L to R: AT Christine Scadden, Mr Mike Panney, AT 

Becky Craven 
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The Royal School of Signals 
Blandford Camp 

HQ SCHOOL-VISIT OF GOC SDIST 
The GOC SDIST Lt Gen Sir Richard Swinburn KCB made his first 

visit to Blandford on assuming command of the larger district on 
Thursday 9 April 1992. He arrived by helicopter from Bovington in 
the afternoon and was met by Brig A. E. G. Truluck. After a short 
briefing by the Commander, the GOC proceeded to tour the Royal 
School of Signals which incorporated Instructional Wing, Army Fixed 
Telecommunications Agency (AFTA), Army Tactical 
Telecommunications Agency (ATTA), Army Communications 
Information Systems Agency (ACISA), the School Regiment, Defence 
ADP Training Centre and 30 Sig Regt. The visit was particularly 
highlighted when the Garrison Sergeant Major WOI (RSM) Gus 
Hales introduced the GOC to the 'Tiger' skin, which just happens to 
be the SDIST logo. 

MALCOLM SANDERSON MEMORIAL BOARD 
Brig A. E. G. Truluck formally accepted the Malcolm Sanderson 

Memorial Board into the Museum from Mrs Anne Sanderson. The 
DSO-in-C (A), Brig S. G. M. Gordon and the New Museum Project 
Manager, Brig R. L. Stonham were also present at the ceremony. 
Following the death in March 1990 of Brevet Lt Col Malcolm 
Sanderson, Honorary Colonel 81 Sig Sqn (V) April 1987-March 1990, 
a collection in his memory was made and a request made to the 
Museum for this to be spent on a memorial to be placed in the 
Museum. The total sum collected was £805.50 and it was agreed that 
the Memorial should take the form of a board showing the evolution 
of the Squadron from 1924 to the present day and that, eventually, 
this would be incorporated into the 'TA Tableau' in the New 
Museum. After doing his National Service from June 1959 to June 
1961, Malcolm Sanderson had a long and varied career within the TA 
while at the same time enjoying a distinguished career with the 
Natwest Bank pie where he retired as the Senior Accounts Executive, 
Energy and Natural Resources. 

DEPARTURE OF LT COL EDWARD C. SHAFFER US ARMY 
There has always been an American Exchange Officer based at the 

Royal School of Signals, invariably employed on future communi
cations concepts in the Army Tactical Telecommunications Agency, 
formerly Planning Wing. The most recent incumbent was Edward C. 
Shaffer, who arrived as a Major and has recently left as a Lieutenant 
Colonel! Obviously his attachment to the British Army has done him 
no harm whatsoever! American style promotions are handled in an 
entirely different way from ours, with much more ceremony, and with 
the family present too, as on this occasion the importance of the 

Lt Col Ed Shaffer US Army being presented with his shiny new 
silver stars 
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officers' family is formally acknowledged. Therefore, on Ed' la. t day 
here, we were invited to witness his promotion, and drink his health. 
Ed Shaffer and his wife Maura have been outstanding ambassadors of 
the American Army, and excellent hosts, so it was not surprising that 
so many of his fellow officers and their wives turned up to see him off 
in style. In the picture, Ed is seen having his shiny new silver stars 
fitted on one side by Lt Col Dan French, US Army, exchange officer 
at HQ UKLF, and on the other side by his wife Maura. His son John 
looks on in support of his proud faher. Ed presented the Royal School 
of Signals with a plaque for us to remember him by, and received a 
picture of a cable waggon in return. We shall miss Ed and Maura and 
thank them for their kindness and hospitality over the past two years, 
and wish them well for the future. 

COMMUNICATIONS PROJECT DIVISION 
EXERCISE DORSET DAYS 

On 6 May the civilian element of CPD were allowed to join the 
military staff on a sports afternoon (providing the civilians organised 
it) . The afternoon consisted of a walk along the Dorset Coast Path 
between Lulworth Cove and Osmington Mills, a distance of 
approximately seven miles. The keen and fit finished in just over two 
hours and the lame and lazy (who will do anything to get away from 
the office) are still out there somewhere. 

INSTRUCTIONAL WING 
COURSES DIVISION 

As indicated elsewhere in those notes from the Royal School of 
Signals things are changing apace. Since this Division last appeared in 
The Wire a few personalities have changed. A sad farewell to Maj 
John Hayes who leaves Radio Gp to take over I Sqn before 
redundancy. Farewell to Col A. R. Martin who is busily sorting out 
some vital tactical doctrine matters before he, too, takes redundancy. 
We welcome their replacements: Col D. Gardiner takes on the task of 
Chief Instructor, whilst the recently 'pinked' Maj Jack Amberton 
takes over Radio Gp. A warm welcome also to Capt Colin Hinsley 
into Field Trunk Systems Gp. Congratulations to Capt Tim Cooper 
and his wife Sandra on the birth of their first child, Jennifer in early 
June. 

NO 23 TROOP COMMANDERS 
The latest Troop Commanders' Course has started in earnest. The 

full house of 20 includes two Officers from QG Signals, Lts 
Shyamkumar and Mansing . The course's latest attempt at the world 
record for the number of people in the back of a Saracen only just 
failed. 

Troop Comds Course No 23 going for the record 
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44 \'o 0 R E 
fter month of hard work and sleepless nights, o 44 Yeoman of 

ignal Cour e ended on 22 May with a ladies dinner night in the 
Blandford Garri on Sergeants' Mess attended by senior official guests 
and a large amount of clo e relatives. Overnight, the Corps Yeoman 
population increa ed by 16 and some of them reported to their new 
unit the following 1onday. We wish them good luck in their new 
careers. 

No 44 YofS Course 1992 
Back Row (l to RJ: SSgts (YofSl Barlett, Brudenall , Bunce, 

Darlington , Dickson, Dobson, Drummond, Ferris and Hanlon 
Front Row (L to R): SSgts (YofS) Hartshorne, Hughes , Lawton, 
W01 (YofS) Allan , Maj Vannan, SSgts (YofS) Prater, Rutherford, 

Townsend and Tyler 

TOP STUDENT ATTAINS 'A' GRADING 
Sgt (YofS) 'Si ' Tyler attended No 44 YofS Course at the Royal 

School of Signals from 9 September 91 to 22 May 92. During that 
period, he achieved consistently high results in all written examin
ations and was almost flawles during subjective assessments . A good 
team member, he always had time to assist and advise the le s able 
members of the course. In this respect he was both popular and well 
liked by the remainder of the course. YofS Tyler came top of his 
course through a combination of hard work and sheer application and 
had accrued sufficient points to achieve an 'A' grading. This is 
particularly commendable as it is only the third occasion in 30 years 
that such an award has been made. Such exemplary standards are 
considered to be an outstanding professional achievement. 

The Chief Instructor Col D. G. W. Gardiner present SSgt (YofS) 
Tyler with the Trend Top Student Plaque 

HEADQUARTER SQUADRON 
Although only 121 strong, HQ Sqn actually administers: HQ 

School, RHQ, Corps Band, ORLO, AFT A and Camp Staff a total 
dependancy of over 200. As 2IC Regt, the Sqn Comd, Maj Dick 
Hogbton is. ~!so responsible for; security, training, budgets, sports 
coord, f~1bes and welfare, education and resettlement, recruiting, 
commuruty charge amongst other things. Consequently much of the 
training load falls on the broad shoulders of the SSM SSgt Geoff 
Tn;e~. who spen_ds much of his time organising mandatory military 
trairung and testmg of the 500 plus permanent staff and students in 
the Royal School of Signals. Despite ammo shortages and range 
closures he has produced impressive end of year training results. 

2 SQUADRON (TRIALS) 
The Squadn;m bi_ds far~well to SSgt Bob Ingham, the acting SSM, 

as he moves with his family up to Sheffield on promotion. The inter
troop sports competition has so far produced clear victories for Trials 
Tp m Basketball and Volleyball and a tie with S Tp in the Soccer. 
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DEVELOPMENT TROOP 
ARRIVALS AND DEPARTURES 

Since Development Tp last appeared in print, the only occurances 
of note have been the unusually high number of arrivals and 
departures. Dev Tp has long been known for longevity, not only in the 
age of some or the Troop's members but also the time they serve in 
the Troop. We recently said farewell to Cpl 'Taff' Fisher after four 
years and Sgt Brian Wilkins after three years in the Troop plus Sgts 
Kev Lee, Jim Barr and Ned Kelly. They have been replaced by Cpls 
Paul Urwin, Lester Robson, Lee Morrison, Roger Southwick and Sgts 
Andy Jenno, Tony Osborne and Paul Flint. For a short time we had 
the services of OCdt Andy Benfeld , a third year University 
undergraduate on a four year BEng (Hons) course. He spent a year 
gaining industrial experience with the Royal Signals. 

Back Row (L to RJ: Cpl Urwin, Sgt Deoweneley, Cpl Robson , Sgts 
Lee, Jenno, LCpl Morrison and Sgt Stott 

Front Row (L to RJ: Cpl Fisher, SSgt Ingham, W01 (FofS) Fielding , 
Sgt Wynn and OCdt Benfeld 

SPORT AND SOClAL 
The frequent departures have required an unusually large number 

of farewell presentations. With luck we will alt sober up in time to get 
some work done before the Summer leave is upon us! 

The FofS was pressganged onto a Yachtmaster Offshore Course at 
Gosport as crew member of a Victoria 34. He departed clutching his 
passport hoping for a stopover in France. As the furthest he had sailed 
before was once round Brownsea Island in a Laser dinghy he was 
amazed he survived with his digestive system intact! Of course he will 
have to go again just to top up his tan. 

TRlALS TROOP 
The troop has bid farewell to Capt Campbell-Black and family and 

wish them well in London . Cpl Kenny (Capt Pugwash) Kendell has 
sailed away in search of the Corps yacht and Cpl Rob (1 - 23-1) 
Enderby has marched up to Catterick. Sig (now LCpl) Herbie 
Hancock moved to Gibraltar just in time for it to close and is now 
married in Hounslow and Sig Sammy Lee left the Army to work in 
Canada. Sig Taff Hamar has disappeared to 14 Sig Regt. The Troop 
welcomes Capt Baines from Germany. Recent arrivals are LCpls Ian 
Fawcett, Al Henderson and C. B. Pollitt. Welcome back to Sigs Jamie 
Allen from Redruth and Duncan Smith from Cyprus. 

Since last summer the Troop has been busy, out and about in a 
variety of locations. Whilst on a trial in the Midlands, Cpl Rob 
Enderby and Sig Dean Rawlings decided to try some synchronized 
swimming having been 'helped' into the nearest river by members of 
264 Sig Sqn. Rob enjoyed it so much he had to go in again. The Troop 
has made an 'exceedingly good friend' by the name of Kipling who has 
been to visit a lot. The arrival of 25 extra vehicles caused a stir. Sadly, 
after the Packet Radio trial, they had to be given back. Our friends 
Tim, Alec and Roy from the ORA made a lasting impression. 

After a short break the Troop disappeared to the Brecon Beacons 
to sample the snow and scenery. The trial was quickly completed. 
Nevertheless, Cpl Rob Enderby still found time to make a name for 
himself by bogging his vehicle in three times on the same track and 
winning the trophy for the least coordinated darts player in Wales by 
a clear mar&;in! Cpl Jo~n Lightowlers has become something of an 
expert at setting up Tactical Intercoms on the bench . He enjoyed it so 
much h~ had to be led away in shock when a generator trailer arrived 
f~r a. trial. !he rest of the boys have been conducting a sophisticated 
mal mvolvmg lots of rope and white paint prior to the Freedom of 
Blandford parade. 
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UK MOD SANGCOM Team 
Riyadh 

The UK MOD SANGCOM Project Team was set up to assist the 
Saudi Arabian National Guard (SANG) to procure, operate and 
maintain a Nationwide Communication Network. The team has two 
elements, a small cell in Lacon House, London, and the main team 
based in Riyadh, Saudi Arabia. The Saudi Arabian Team currently 
consists of 12 Signallers, I Sapper and 5 civilians. 

CORPS PERSONALITIES 
Team Comd Col Brian Belton 
SOI Comms Lt Col Adrian Bailey 
SOI Trg Lt Col David Dobson, S02 OR Maj Trevor Bradley, S02 
Ops Maj Allan Doane, S02 Eastern Region Maj teve Farrow S02 
Central Region Maj Dave Gruncell , S0 2 Coord Maj Les Lightfoot 
S02 Western Region Maj Peter Shawyer, YofS Trg W02 (YofS) Paui 
Curley, FofS Comms W0 2 (FofS) Dave Taylor, FofS Maint W02 
(FofS) Mal Thomas. 

The team has been funded by a series of agreements, referred to as 
Leuers of Offer and Acceptance (LOA), we are not sure if a pun was 
intended when considered against the much needed Local Overseas 
Allowance but it certainly causes some confusion. LOA! covered the 
period 1978-1982 and et up a National Guard Nationwide 
Communications network, LOA2 ran from 1982 until 1989 and 
enhanced the Nationwide Network as well as providing a National 
Guard Signal School and a Mobile Telephone System. The agreement 
also provided for the MOD Team and our prime contractor, Cable 
and Wireless P ie to operate and maintain the system until we can train 
sufficient National Guardsmen to take it over. 

A further contract, called LOA3, has been proposed and will enable 
us to modernise and further develop the existing system. The current 
team is mainly concerned with operation, maintenance and training 
on the established equipment and should be considerably enlarged if 
and when LOA3 was agreed. Anyone who has a yearning for a 
challenging and interesting job in the sun should keep in touch with 
M&RO or PB I I. 

During a recent visit to Riyadh, Controller Aircraft, Mr Donald 
Spiers, the Air Force equivalent of MGO, presented Gul f Medals to 
members of the team. A few days later the SOinC Maj Gen R. F. L. 
Cooke and Mrs Cooke, and Maj Ian Mackenzie visited Riyadh on 
their way to India. During the weekend they attended a desert 
barbecue picnic which included a desert dr iving competition. 

The competition was organised by Maj Alan Doane who spent mo t 
of the day wi th his head wrapped in a red and white checked tablecloth 
fain tly resembling 'Lawrence of Arabia'. The course was a mixture of 
soft sand, steep cl imbs and knife edges located in 'Hidden Valley, 

W02 (FofS) Dave Taylor receiving his Gu lf Medal from .controller 
Aircraft Mr Donald Spiers, Team Commander Col Brian Belton 

looks on as Master of Ceremonies 
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Lt Col Adrian Bailey and Maj Ian Mackenzie discussing India , and 
t he days of the Raj 

50km south of Riyadh. One kni fe edge rutted very badly as the 
competition progressed which caused Mrs Angie Taylor more than a 
little concern. In the end Angie required the assistance of thi:: Team 
Commander in his Landrover Discovery to rescue Angie who had 
been competing in the interior Mitsubishi Pajero (Shogun) used as the 
competition car . Maj Ian Mackenzie and Mrs Elaine Curley won the 
team prize, to cries of fix! fix! There were further cries of foul when 
Mrs Caroline Bradley won the Best Lady Driver and Maj Trevor 
Bradley won the Best Male Driver having only arrived in the Kingdom 
six weeks earlier. 

The following day the SOinC presented W02 (YofS) Paul Curley 
with his LS & GC Medal. Although the medal was awarded some 18 
months earlier it has only just been presented. 

After a busy five days during which the SOinC brought this isolated 
outpost up to date on all the changes happening in the Corps, the 
visitors resumed their 'Passage to India' . We hope the visitor enjoyed 
their taste of Saudi Arabia as much as we enjoyed their visit. 

A photo call following the LS & GC presentation 
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News from Regim~nts 

HQ .QUADRON 
In the la t few month we have said 'hello' and 'goodbye' to some 

30 members of the quadron. 
Amongst the 'goodbyes' were: Maj Franklin the Paymaster 

(RAPC's los i Ripon Golf Courses gain), WOl (ASM) Wane from 
LAD, W02 (QMSI) Smith from the Gym, SSgt Hatfield RCT from 
HQ ff, gt Bell Pro Sgt, Cpl Bell RE and Cpl Green RE from QM 
(Gen), Cpl Lehuray from Mike Tp (we will miss his dulcet tones!), Cpl 

orwood from QM (Tech) and Sig Oldfield from SHQ! 
Posted to 7 Sig Regt is Capt Hampton-Chubb, our erstwhile 

Training Officer and to 2 Sqn as Tp SSgt is Sgt (now SSgt) Martin. 
The Sqn Comd, Maj Etherton, is soon to leave us for the joys of 
higher education in civilian life and Maj Nelson arrived from 7 Sig 
Regt in July to takeover as Sqn Comd, Football and Resettlement 
Officer (and anything else we can find for him to do!) . 

We welcome (amongst others) our new Paymaster Maj Martin, who 
has served with the Regiment before so he knows the ropes; the new 
MT S CO, SSgt Wetherill, who is quickly learning them and SSgt 
(SSI) Milligan, our new PTI who is climbing them! 

Mucatus Mutandus! 

I SQUADRON 
ROMAN TROOP 
PERSONALITIES 
Tp Comd Capt P. Kelly 
Tp SSgt SSgt Greaves 
Reece Sgt Sgt Higgins, Tp Sgt Sgt Nichols. 

It has been another red letter month for the happy campers of TN 
042. Diligently providing battlefield comms to the Commander is 
mere bagatelle for the 'pros' of Roman Tp. No, the versatile men and 
women of this hard working, hard playing and hard partying Signals 
team willingly take on any task. For instance, we tackled a battle camp 
and Ex Eagle's Eye at the same time. From the cold storage battle 
camp of last year, 042 eagerly took up the challenge of sunning 
themselves in Catterick this year-with great success I might add. 
Thrown into 'Race the Sun' charity relay race the Romans, for the 
second time in history, added a strong phalanx to support an 
otherwise weedy backbone; to drive the 1 Sqn team on to victory. The 
Troop provided the lion's share of marchers in a walk from London 
to Brighton on 24 May and will be tackling Nijmegen in July. Sgt 
'Marathon' Nichols deserves a gold maple leaf for finishing in the top 
100/o of the London marathon. 

Romans, and Romanettes, thrust out the big hand of welcome to 
Cpl 'Paddy-Mohammad' Clyde, LCpls Tony ' I saved Kuwait' Fuller, 
Brian 'Saudi' Young, Sigs 'Rich' Darby and Andy Bailey, fresh (and 
I do mean fresh!) out of 8 Sig Regt. 

A fond farewell to Mr Tony Smith and his rugby seven who are off 
to far better things. 

3SQUADRON 
HELLO AND GOODBYE 
_ Welcome to the Regiment and Squadron to Maj Larkam, 2Lts 
'Taff' Locke, 'Dizzy' Giles, LCpls Barnes, Tatlock, Stephenson, Sigs 
Jones, Bell, Conlan, Richards, Wbiteway and 'Tam' Mykes. 

FinalJy, 'A fond farewell' to some Squadron personalities headed 

Members of 3 Sqn proudly display the new hat they made for their 
pet monkey! 
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2 Sig Regt 
York 

by Cpls Dave 'Beelzebub' Reid, Norrie 'Hope Joanna' Crook, Ted 
Roderick and last, but not least, Cpl 'Nob by' Hall. Thank you to our 
typist Sig 'Jackie' Simpson. 

FALCON TROOP 
It has been a busy time lately for our Troop, what with Cpl Bryan 

'Bulbous' Fulton being sent away to 7 Sig Regt and Sig (now LCpl) 
Adam Teale gone to 28 Sig Regt. We don't know what to do without 
them! 

Of course, we have had a lot of new arrivals. Cpl Andy O'Hara had 
managed to find himself amongst our ranks. As well as Cpls Dave 
Kemley, 'Torno' Tomlinson (whose Christian name will not be 
revealed for the moment) and LCpl Roberts, all of whom are from 21 
Sig Regt. Not forgetting Cpl 'Spike' Harding and Sig 'Baz' Heanre. 
We also have a new SSgt, SSgt 'Geoff' Martin, who has just recently 
been promoted to our Troop Staffy. Congratulations Geoff! 

Everybody in the Troop would also like to say a big 'Hello' to Cpl 
'Ritchie Bell and his wife and their new born baby. 

PHOENIX TROOP 
And lo, there dids't arise from the ashes an almighty squawk, the 

crackling of a shell and the Phoenix was born unto 3 Sqn. That band 
of elitist professionals had finally formed a troop which, against all 
odds and lack of garage space, is on the way to embarking on its first 
major mission Ex Flying Falcon. Sig Harwood and his wife, Sigs 
Malcolm, Mackay and Lawer are warmly welcomed into the Troop, 
along with 'Jolly-well-done-on-your-promotion' LCpl 'McNodder' 
Neil and temporary Troop Commander 2Lt Giles. The latter provides 
a reassuring shadow behind SSgt Carr but for only seven weeks before 
leaving to learn how to use a radio in Blandford. 

Falcon and Eagle-you may consider us unworthy to use your water 
hoses, but Phoenix is here to stay-OK!? 

RACE THE SUN 
'Start as you mean to go on', famous last saying applicable on this 

occasion to 3 Sqn. 
The day started early and disastrously as our intrepid canoeists' 

effort never quite got off the river bank. SSgt Carr, LCpl Llewellyn 
and Sig Waldron tried valiantly to shoehorn themselves into crafts 
suitable for cadets and eventualJy paddled off into the sunrise to hand 
over to our river runners. Led by Sig 'Willie' Wilson, the team ran a 
blinding leg passing four teams and Sean Hughes on the way. 
Congratulations to out to SSgt Jeffrey Watts, Cpl Bader Holmes and 
the aforementioned. 

A chance to charge up the field? ... After YofS Kev Fowler, Cpl 
Chivers and Sgt 'Nick the Hat' Preston had extinguished cigarettes, 
untangled message bikes and cycled off, we were unfortunately back 
in wooden spoon position. 

The remainder of the day saw some remarkable performances, 
notably LCpl John McNaUy, who recorded the fastest time of the day 
in the half marathon event. Well done John! Also to SSgt Dave Carr 
and YofS Fowler, who completed multiple legs for charity. 

A big thank you from the .Regiment goes out to our admin team led 
by Sgt Travis and ably assited by Sig 'Rock' Hudson. 

'Are you sure, Sir?' Cpl Spike Harding and 3 Sqn Comd Maj 
Larkham in conference 

THE WIRE, AUGUST 1992 THE WIRE, AUGUST 1992 

... for 
• conven1ence. 

... on camp 

... on ships 

... on active duty. 

Always there 
when you need us. 
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3 Armd Div HQ and Sig Regt 
BFPO 114 

DI ING OUT OF MAJOR GENERAL J . 0. C. ALEXANDER CB 
BE 
Maj Gen J. 0. C. Alexander CB OBE, Comd Comms (BAOR) was 

dined out on hi retirement by the Corps Warrant Officers and Senior 
CO erving in B OR, on 15 April 1992, in the Sergeant ' Mes at 

3 rmd Div HQ and Sig Regt. A fitting place as the General began 
his long and eventful career with the Corps in 1956 in 3 Div Sig Regt 
v.:hich, at that time, wa ba ed in Colche ter. 

The evening became a double occasion, not only was it a farewell 
to the Commander but also one of reunion, as almost all units 
tationed in BAOR were represented. 

After a superb meal and some tirring music from the Coruna band 
of The 3rd Battalion Light Infantry; the General was presented with 
a number of gifts which included a pair of suitably engraved Claret 
Jug which we are sure will serve to remind him of his many 
memorable years ervice in the Corps. 

W01 (RSM) M. J . Campbell greets Maj Gen Al~xander on arrival 
in the mess 
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204 Sig Sqn (4 Armd Bde) 
BFPO 17 

PERSONALITIES 
Sqn Comd Maj Charles Turner 
2IC Capt Don Pawlow 
Comms Tp Comd 2Lt Andy Chessum, SSM W02 (SSM) Pete 
McElwee, YofS W02 (YofS) Geoff Robinson, FofS SSgt (FofS) John 
Hiorns, SQMS SSgt (SQMS) Paul Wareham, Chief Clerk Sgt Trev 
Glover, Pay Sgt Sgt 'Taff' Williams. 

THE ARRIVAL OF BRIG REITH 
The new Brigade Commander, Brig John Reith, arrived in April 

and visited the Squadron soon after, on the 13th. Although, only a 
short visit, the Brigadier left us with plenty to think about as he 
decided to restructure the HQ. This led to the arrival of what was soon 
to be named 'Billy Smart's Circus Tent', an arrangement of 18 x 30ft 
canvas that replaces the earlier penthouse arrangement. Producing the 
tentage and a sociated technical stores to create a centralised map 
table in the centre of the tent caused a few headaches but thankfully 
it all came together in time for Ex Iron Staff. 

EXERCISE IRON STAFF V 
This exercise was a 3 Div CPX and was preceded by a Squadron 

work-up that enabled us to trial the new HQ in the field, with the staff 
joining us for the first time in several months. This done, we deployed 
to our Startex locations around Meschede. The weather was very kind 
and we enjoyed two weeks of hot sunny weather, which Forward took 
full advantage of. 

There were a number of long road moves during the exercise and 
these tested both crews and vehicles. It is a testament to the hard work 
put in by the crews, that vehicle casualties were light. Nevertheless, 
there was always work for SSgt 'AI' Backshall and his LAD who put 
in many long hours, particularly in the early stages of the exercise. 

By the end of the second week Comms Tp had become used to 
managing the increased tentage and move times had been reduced 
greatly. Much of this thanks to the efforts of the newly appointed 
'Ring Master' Sgt Harry Mullen. Much useful experience was gained 
and it is hoped that this will be of benefit to the new 204 Sqn when 
they take over our title. 

LCpl 'Barney' Balorforth-another stressful day at Forward 
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EXEkCISE FLYING FALCON '92 
Al1hough on a rather l!mited sc~lc compar~d to previou year. , the 

exercise t?ok place dun.ng th~ first week in June. The Squadron 
deployed its two SANs with vanous support assets, including the Line 
Detachment under LCpl 'Gaz' Tanner who have mastered the an of 
living in the field to such an extent that their 9ft x 9ft is now better 
equipped than most houses . 

LCpl 'Lofty' Byrne - on Ex Flying Falcon 

SPORTS 
The Squadron has had a relatively quiet time on the sports field. 

However, the orienteering team under Sgt Carl Robinson continues to 
go from strength to strength and can now add new honours to their 

list of accolades. They are now 3 Div League winner , 3 Div 
champions and BAOR champions, in minor unit competition. 

The rugby squad has had its share of ups and downs recently. The 
biggest 'down' was the dubious victory of 202 Sqn, (Rumour has it, 
that the final whistle was blown as our team got oft the coach!). 
Despite this, the squad managed to win the Div Merit 2 table against 
some stiff opposition In the last few months the team has had to say 
farewell to the following: gt 'Screaming Skull' Gaz Cottam , I. pl 
Pete ' I' ve always wanted to be a back anyway' Clements, 'gt Andy 
'Umin' Hurley, Cpl Aidey 'Rubin' Banner and Cpl 'What do I do 
Next' Donovan . Thanks lads, your talent will be sorely mis ed. 

RUGBY SEVENS 
The Squadron Inter Troop Sevens competition, \\h ich wa~ 

postponed from earlier in the year, took place on I May. The weather 
was nothing short of appalling but nevertheless a reasonable crowd 
turned out to see Comms Tp well and truly beaten by Sierra. One 
member of the Comms team pointed out that in fact his team had only 
come second, where as Sierra had come next to last! 

The mornings rugby was followed by a barbecue lunch and a 
families evening in the Squadron Bar which went on until late into the 
night. Those who remember say a good time was had by all. 

THE GROLSCH BREWERY TRIP 
One of Lt' Charlie Cooper's last ventures as Comms Tp Comd was 

to organise the by now legendary 'Grolsch Brewery Tnp' . 
Consequently, 30 members of the Squadron set off one April morning, 
bound for Enschede, in Holland, home of the fabled brew. Those who 
can remember the day will doubtless recall the return journey as the 
most eventful part of the day. Sierra Tp seemed determined to exhibit 
their pugilistic talents, ably led by the likes of Cpl 'Del' Rankin and 
Sig 'Slim' Humphreys. The day ended in good spirits, however, and 
we are now contemplating a trip to the Warsteiner Brewery as part of 
our trans-European pub crawl! 

4 Armd Div HQ and Sig Regt 
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PERSONALITIES 

211 (11 Armd Bde) Sig Sqn 
BFPO 29 

Sqn Comd Maj Don Steele 
2IC Capt Jon Dakin 
SSM W02 (SSM) Duncan Hall , A Tp Comd 2Lt Nik Bruce, B Tp 
Comd Sgt 'Taff' Webb , YofS W02 (YofS) Colin Luckham, FofS 
SSgt (FofS) Hugh Barclay, SQMS Sgt (SQMS) 'Ginge' Coburn . 

APRIL AND MAY 
The past two months have been quite hectic. Actually we did 

manage to fit in a break somewhere, not to mention a couple of 
sports afternoons for good measure . 

The Squadron has also been keeping up to date wit~ its ma_ndat<?ry 
training. A first aid test, also part of the Garn on Mt! Skills 
competition , provided some amusing, if not lifelike, casualties. 

INTER TROOP SPORTS COMPETITION 
A trio of events was organised by W02 (SSM) Duncan Hall and 

fought out between A and B Troops all in the best possible taste. B 
Troop won an easy victory in the basketball, led by Sgt Dave 1:homas, 
as did A Troop in the volley ball. A showdown was therefo.re m order 
for the softball match, the two troops torn between sweet v1cto.ry (and 
a few beers!) or humilating defeat (and a few beers!). Despite foul 
play and tactics plus a decidedly biased referee •. A Tro?P managed to 
emerge the victors. Maj Don Steele was sultably ~mpres~e~ and 
suggested everybody should retire to the bar . (Good idea, Sir.) 

PRINCE RUPERT SCHOOL CCF . 
This was a 48 hour exercise to teach and exercise the cadets m 

aspects of field craft. Saturday.saw live firing on Wittloge range. The 
top three shots were Cdt LCpl Elliott (Ist), Cdt LCpl Barnard (2nd), 
Cdt Long (3rd). The cadets set up harbour area that evening only to 
be 'attacked' by members of the DS that night. 
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Unfortunately the weather got the better of the DS and they insisted 
on returning to Kingsley Barracks in the early hours of the morning. 
The ' lightweights' were SSgt 'Barney' Barnard, Sgt Dave Thoma , 
LCpl Mick Ohara, Sigs Steve Stranks, 'Slasher' Darvill and Pte 'Tiny' 
Smalley. 

ALPHA TROOP 
Several new faces have arrived recently. Firstly 2Lt Nik Bruce takes 

over as Tp Comd from SSgt 'Barney' Barnard, 'fresh' from his Tp 
Comd's course. Equally 'fresh' arrivals include Sigs Vincent Murphy, 
Jason Medcraft and Paul Buro . We al o welcome back SSgt Tony 
Slaney, (a Cpl in the Squadron back in 1986). his wife Debbie and son 
Ben. Farewell to Sgt 'Taff' Morgan, Alison, Gemma and Joshua who 
depart for Blandford Camp. Many thanks, all the best and good iuck 
on the YofS course. 

BRAVO TROOP 
Despite being heavily tied up in UWI and RSIT inspections the 

Troop found time for recreational activities. The Corps of Drums (I 
Queens) was challenged to a soccer match. This was organised by Sig 
Don Povey and hi cousin in the Drums. The Troop lost the soccer 
match 3.:._ I but managed some reward in the eating competition at the 
barbecue (again thanks to Sig Povey). 

A games evening in the bar was then held resulting in the Drums 
winning at pool, the Troop winning at darts, much beer being drunk 
and the roof nearly falling down with all the singing. 

The Troop would like to welcome LCpl Calt (RPC) and Sig Michael 
Preece. Unfortunately we have to say goodbye to Pte Mac McDowall 
(RPC) and wish him well with his career plans. 

CONG RAT LA TIONS 
To W02 (YofS) Colin Luckham who was awarded his L & GC 

medal earlier this month. We bid a sad farewell to him and wife June 
who are off to 55 Sig Sqn (V). The Squadron wisl.es you the be t in 
your new post and advises you to undertake the 'Understanding 
Scouse' cour e, currently being run by Sig Wallace. 
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4 QUADRON FAREWELL TO CORPS LIGHTING TROOP 
On Thur day 14 May 1992, 4 Sqn said farewell to Corps Lighting 

Tp, who had formed part of 4 Sqn during the Gulf Conflict. 
The evening had been planned to take the form of a games night but 

with a rumour of Corps Lighting Tp holding a number of 'Tom 
Jones', it wa witched to a Karaoke night. It was a good night with 
Linda Evans being voted overall best singer of the evening with the 
2IC a clo e second (only because she never sang a word). 

Jn addition to Corp Lights we said farewell to a number of 4 Sqn 
member : they were SSgt Andy Tempest and Steve Bush to civvy 
treet. We wish them and their families 'Good Luci('. 

The following have left 4 Sqn to form our new Training Squadron: 
Cpls Mac Parker, John Senior, LCpl Bennie Bennett, Sigs John 
Chadwick, Bob Lovell and Sara Ben on. Good Luck. 

INTERNATIONAL MILITARY PATROL 
COMPETITION-SWITZERLAND 

The first International Military Patrol Competition, hosted by the 
Swiss Army was held on 9 May. The Regiment was represented by 14 
members who volunteered to escape Herford. 4 Sqn was represented 
by Sgt Tam Brand and Sig Rob Howe who formed one of the two man 
teams. The event was held in the town of Bellinzona, southern 
Switzerland. The aim of the competition was to test all international 
teams in the field of map reading, endurance, orienteering, grenade 
throwing, infiltration, combat exercise, judging distances, and finally 
shooting scenarios, completed over a distance of 15kms. 

The journey south commenced on a very wet Thursday with an 
overnight stop in Garmisch. After a meal we were ready to explore the 
local watering holes which were far from being dry. In order to save 
170kms enroute to Bellinzona the team, ably driven by LCpl Mick 
Nisbet decided to take the short cut down to St Moritz then up over 
the Spluggel Pass. However, this was closed and we were forced to 
drive south into Italy, across to Lugano then north towards 
Bellinzona. 

In Bellinzona, locals were left aghast as we tucked into some 
excellent Italian food; Lasagna for starters, followed by a large lavish 
pizza, trimmed off nicely with a dessert. For those who would listen, 
this gorging session was solely put down to good preparation. 

D-Day and with the temperature recorded at 34 degrees the weather 
was soon to become our main enemy. The first stand was Infiltration 
which translated from Italian became Identification which we 
understand as Recognition. Additionally, it became apparent during 
the Topographic Tests that the British and some other teams were 
struggling to master the 12 figure grid references which were being 
used on the 1 :25000 map. Rumour had it that the Swiss were using 
special type romers to compensate this. 

Sgt 'Mountain Goat' Brand looking forward to the orienteering 
stand was disappointed to learn that it was really an endurance test 
straight up the side of a 800 metre climb, which allowed teams the 
chance to pick off high and low scoring controls on the ascent. Most 
teams were glad just to reach the top within the allocated 50 minutes. 

umerous teams who failed to read the instructions correctly had the 
pleasure of returning to the bottom mistaking that the start was also 
the finish. Sig Howe's attempt at throwing the grenades was perceived 
by others to be closer to a juggling acc. As we reached the shooting 
checkpoints the team was astonished to find ~n assortment of mineral 
water and red wine as refreshments. Sgt Brand saw this as a Swiss 
tactic to incapacitate our marksmanship and reached for his water 
bottle in protest. Overall an interesting day with many lessons learned. 

The presentation of trophies was held that evening in the castle 
grounds. The winning team was from 1 QLR, with the TA prize going 
to the London Scottish Regiment. 4 Sqn team achieved 56th place 
from a total of 166. We look forward to next year. 

FAREWELLS AND ARRIVALS 
The Squadron has had a fair number of departures over the last 

month and the recently announced redundancies have taken their toll. 
We would like to say farewell to the following W02 (FofS) Bob and 
Pat Mahoney to 30 Sig Regt on Promotion, SSgt (SQMS) Andy and 
Angie Tempest to civvy street, SSgt Steve and Patience Bush to civvy 
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street, Sgt Frank and Linda Walker posted as instructor to Echo Sqn, 
Cpl Jim and Angie Parker to civvy street, LCpl Colin Ramsden to 
London, Cpl Danny Clarke and LCpl Dazz and Toni Ford to civvy 
street. 

We wish them all the best of luck for the future and for those who 
are joining civvy street we hope that you are successful in your 
econdary careers. 

ARRIVALS 
As is usual the number of arrivals never seems to relate to the 

number of departures. However we wish to welcome the following : 
SSgt (FofS) John and Susan Skelton-from Echo Sqn, SSgt (SQMS) 
Mick and Rosemary Halford-from Echo Sqn and LCpl Zack 
Topping-from l Armd Div HQ & Sig Regt. 

AS/ ARMOURED TROOP 
HAMPSHIRE AND ISLE OF WIGHT 
ARMY CADET FORCE VISIT 

On 23 April, 10 members of the Hampshire and Isle of Wight ACF 
led by Capt Bob Grundy, arrived in Germany for a nine day visit 
hosted by Armoured Tp. The programme went as follows: 

The party were picked up from RAF Gutersloh by Cpl Dave Boyd 
and taken directly to the ranges for a fun shoot. The troop also took 
advantage of the situation to get through the APWT. The LMG 
seemed to be a popular weapon with the cadets, as it went bang 30 
times if they pressed the trigger once! This gave the range officer, 
Capt Graham Deans cause to be a little concerned. 

The next morning was spent in and around the Troop 432s and 
436's learning how to service them and finding out just how difficult 
it is to stay clean whilst doing so. 

The afternoon saw a bizzare looking bunch of people as the Troop, 
and the cadets got into fancy dress for the CO's 'Fun Run', Costumes 
ranged from train spotters to heroes to hippies running around the 
Bismark woods, much to the bewilderment of onlookers . The prize 
for the best dressed male went to Cpl Paul Boughey in his Cooperman 
outfit. 

In the evening, the cadets, under the charge of LCpl Andy 
Stephenson spent a relaxing evening at the bowling alley. 

Saturday was a day of leisure under the watchful eyes of Cpls Frank 
Nash and Dale Young, the cadets went for a day out to Stuckenbruck 
Safari park to see the animals and enjoy the rides. 

Sunday started with LCpls Andy Cowens and Andy Stephenson 
taking the cadets for potted sports in the gym. They enjoyed this and 
in the afternoon, led by LCpl Mark Mutch, the cadets visited the 
Herford Easter Fair. 

The deployment on a three day exercise was first on the agenda, to 
give the cadets an introduction into HF/ VHF radio and voice 
procedure, on top of tracked vehicle cross country driving. The latter 
proved to be very popular, with the troop, as well as the cadets. The 
Bundeswehr, also exercising in the area, took advantage of our AFV 
tracks, when one of their vehicles bogged down in the mud and 
required our assistance to pull them out. The task enabled the 
experience of LCpl Mick Hurn to shine through, as he wallowed in 
knee deep mud, he showed us how to do a 'tandem-tow'. 

LCpl Mac McCarthy and a cadet about to submerge 
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D• 1ving through rivers w~s also great fun, unless you happened to 
get sl\~ck, as "_Vas the case with C~I Dave Boyd. However, this did nor 
put hi.m out m ~ny way . . . with ~he Troop crowding around and 
watching, he stnpped down to nothing but his Y fronts and stepped 
into the murky depths. He could not hide his embarassment as the 
water only went up to his ankles . He received the Troop's award for 
bravery! 

Capt Grundy has expressed his thanks to the Troop for all the hard 
work they put into making the stay so memorable, especially to Capt 
Graham Deans and SSgt Frank Evans for organising the event. 

ARRIVALS AND DEPARTURES 
Hello and welcome to Cpl Paul Boughey and his wife and to Sigs 

Kev Roberts and Tracey Benson. 
Sadly there ar~ too many goodbyes to mention them all as AS Tp 

has now been disbanded to form Armd Tp with just a handful of 
people to 'main~ain' t~e AFV's but a special mention must go to Sgt 
Gaz Steel and his family who have left for 8 Sig Regt and to Cpl Si 
Ridgway and Sig Gaz Cardwell who begin their new lives in civvy 
street, we wish them all the best in the future. 

Congratulations go to LCpl Mac McCarthy and his wife Susan on 
the birth of their baby daughter Sarah and Cpl Ollie Reed and Melanie 
on the birth of their son Jamie . 

Finally, the 'Muff of the Month' award goes to LCpl Mac 
McCarthy for his ringing the CO's number to book a hospital 
appointment. 

MAN TROOP PERSONALITIES 
Tp Comd 2Lt Gibson 
Tp SSgt SSgt Johnson 

The last two months have seen us deployed on Ex Woodland Flight 
and Ex Battle Staff Trainer. Both were highly successful and proved 
to be excellent preparatory work for our ARRC role. 

Al TROOP 
In ea~ly May, Al .TP .deployed to the wastes of Sennelager in order 

to provide commu01cat1ons for the REME 50 anniversary parade. A 
secondary aim of this exercise was to be, 'to test the amphibious 
qualities of men and material in today's modern army.' Despite the 
pouring rain and schizophrenic nature of the PA plan, (here ... no 
here . . . didn't I just say there?'), the Troop performed extremely 
well. Sig ' Random' Daniels, once again, destroyed the morale of every 
station everywhere by u ing any one of the selection of four callsigns 
that he had assigned to himself, on a completely random, and 
untraceable basis. The Troop was kept on their toes by the nocturnal 
activities of normally sloth-like technicians. 

With a week to set up and sort out any equipment faults, the 
Signals' side of life was all but completed on the first day of 
deployment. This gave us three days in the rain to ponder including 
how to put an. Australian bush hat on to a VHF antenna without being 
caught. Luckily for us LCpl 'Smudge' Smith remembered the entire 
immediate actions drills for weapon stoppages applicable to a wide 
range of interesting firearms; information that he gladly (but very 
loudly) imparted to us all at ten o'clock at night. Heartfelt thanks to 
LCpl Smith. 

All in all it was a good opportunity to deploy the detachments and 
crews and highlighted the value of good morale within a Troop. 

2Lt Evans (left) desperately tries to remember his Sandhurst tent
folding lecture, whilst 2Lt O'Meara rushes off to bury the cits they 

don't know where to fit 
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CO'S FU,. RUN 
A fun run was held over 12km, with a 6km run for the women 

competitors . The standard of the fancy dres was very high with 'Hell 
Angels' complete with motorcycle, NAAFI uniforms. )1.ri. Jane 
Hickling won the ladies event, much to the delight of her husband, 
Andy, the QM(T). 

LCpl Korchell wins the prize for the best fancy dress 

INTER SQUADRON RUGBY COMPETITION 
On 21 April an Inter-Squadron Rugby Competition was held by 

Capt Andy Hickling. The whole Regiment turned out to support their 
respective teams. 

One unforseen consequence of the event was a packed medical 
centre on the following morning. Broken bones and strained muscles 
were the order of the day. 

1 Sqn emerged as the overall winners and the CO presented the 
trophy. 

E Sqn and 5 Sqn in the line out 

CHARITY MINI-BUS PUSH 
On 24 May an inter-service mini-bus push competition was held at 

units all over the world in order to raise money fo r charity. The 
Regimental rugby team pushed a 'Sherpa' mini-bus around the camp 
garage area, for a distance of 10 miles . The weather was glorious and 
many of the team members' wives and children turned up to cheer 
them on. 

The team was split into three groups of six. Each group had a 
female member. At first, each group completed two laps in a relay 
system, but this was soon cut down to one. Copious buckets of ice 
cold water had to be thrown over the teams, to cool them down . 

Over DM 800 was rai ed for charity by the rugby team and it 
provided a novel start to next sea on's training. 
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8 Sig Regt 
Catterick Garrison 

Congratulations go to SSgt Curgenven and Sgts Parnell, Johnson 
and Kenny on the award of their LS & GCs. They are pictured here 
with their wives and !af!lilies, Brig Garton and CO 8 Sig Regt, 

Col M. J . Rrdhngton after the presentation 

RADIO OPERATING GROUP PRESENT ... THEMSELVES! 
_I_n view of the Prime Minister 's recem instruct.ion (vis-a-vi The 

Cn1zens Charter) on more openess in the Civil Service we in Radio 
Operating Group, Trade Training School, 8 Sig Regt pre'sent ourselves 
(less the name tags) to our customers. 

The .role of ~adio Operating Group is to instruct all operating 
trades m the vanous aspects of communications. 

The group has a strength of 14, our total service to the Corps 
amounts IO 359 years, spanning five decades. Between us we have 
served in 76 different units operating in 18 different theatres. 

So please bear in mind that we have been there, done it, seen it and 
now you the customer are gercing the benefit. 

Radio Operating group 8 Sig Regt 

REGIMENTAL INTER SQUADRON ATHLETICS 
Once again, Catterick's answer to summer is upon us, and 

consequently w~ h.ave lhe Annual Inter Athletics competition. 
Due to the sp!1tt1~g of~ and HQ Squadrons into separate teams, 

t~e res~lt was inevuable, with I Sqn scoring, literally, a run away 
victory in ne~rly all th~ .events, an.d ther~fore collecting the medals. 

. In the mens competition, the middle distances were dominated by 
1g J ohn Lasseter o~ I, Sq~'. who won the 400m, 800m and the 1,500m 

as a guest. To end hts traming day', he then helped his 4 x 400m relay 
team to an embarrassingly comfortable win. 
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Other notable winners were Cpl Gerald Meighan in the JOOm and 
long jump, Cpl Baz Roberts in the 3,000m Steeplefall and 5 OOOm 
and Cpl Ian 'Big Boy' Stallard in the Di cus and Javelin . ' ' 

Among the triers, Sgt John Thompson of TTS stood out as the best 
'Go on then, I'll have a go' entry. He ran the 400m and 400m hurdles 
and .even 'hu.rdled' the high jump for the P<;>ints. Al though he cam~ 
last in all, with the help of 10 years professional coaching he would 
have undoubtedly finished . . . last! 

Al o, in the IOOm B tring we were provided with the best action of 
the day, with a fighting finish culminating in a mass pi le-up not unlike 
Wrestlemania. 

In the Women' Competition, Cpl Jo Kellet of HQ Sqn won four 
events, and Sig Sarah Gibson, (now the Di trict Champion}, won the 
400m, 800m and 3,000m, (obviously a training partner for Sig 
Lasseter). 
. Althou~h fieldi ng fewer co!llpetitors the womens' competition was 
JUSt as enjoyable to watch with 2 Sqn eventual winners . 

The main benefit of the day was the chance for the unit coaches to 
spot t~e ~ew talent .on di.splay, with a view to fo rming the teams fo r 
the Distnct Champ1onsh1ps and Morrison Cup , (which we currently 
hold}. 

From this , the clear message to 2 Sig Regt is-'Hands off, the Cup 
stays here'. 

RACE THE SUN 92 
Once again it's the race of the year. The team this year was under 

new .management, consisting of Team Manager Maj Phil Castle 
Admrn W02 Steve Harrison , Transport and Timings SSgt Nick Terry ' 
Sgt I~n Kenny and the lads of Schemes Tp. ' 

This year was the biggest field ever with teams from all over the 
country. The weather was at it 's best wi th the sun shining all day 
good for the spectators but not so good for the runners . ' 

From the second leg onwards it was clear that it was a Three Horse 
Race between us, Harr.agate ~d Depot. Kings Div: The lead changed 
hands af.ter ea~h leg. with 8 Sig Regt bemg strong in the running and 
Dep.ot Kings D~v ~omg well in the specialist events. It looked like the 
Reg1~ent had 1t m the bag after the orienteering event, but a map 
r~d1.ng error . on the cycling leg lost us our lead . Although we kept 
f1gh~mg we JUSt could not overtake the Depot Kings Div. The 
Regiment was the fi rst to cross the finishing line, but because of the 
tw<? mas~ St3:1"ts nobody knew who had actually won . After a lot of 
d~liberat.10n it was ~epot Kings Div who were declared the winners 
with 8 Sig R:egt coming second just six minutes behind . 

A really fine effort by the whole team. 

WOMENS SERVICES SWIMMING ZONE E FINALS 
Aft~r last year' s success at the army finals at Sandhurst, the women 

o[ 8 Sig Regt have gone from strength to strength, with an outright 
victory over HQ Scotland at the zone E finals. 

Sig Fielder started the ball rolling with a half length win in the 
breaststroke, Cpl Samuel then followed with a win in the backstroke 
unfortunately she was disqualified but no points were lost as HQ 
Scotland's swimmer was also disquali fied . The closest race of the 
afternoon was the ~Om freestyle which saw Cpl Jervis winning by the 
narrowest of margins. The relays were all won convincingly leaving 
the points t<?tal as 8 Sig Regt-16, HQ Scotland- 6. 

The remamde~ of .the team were Lt Robertson, Sgt Cable, Sigs 
Crossland, Harkm with Sig Holley as reserve. 

REGIMENTAL HOCKEY SEASON 91-92 
The ~egin:ental Hockey Team has had a long and busy season this 

year. Wa h fixtures most weeks the highlights of the season have been 
sou~d performances in the Howes-Wood Memorial Trophy and 

, paru~ularly the Eastern. District sixes. The Regiment this year hosted 
the sixes and much cred!t must ~o t? Capt Phil Wheeler and Sgt Steve 
Harper not only for their orgamsauon on the day, but on ru nning the 
team throughout the season. 

The C?mpetiti?n was close with 8 Sig Regt surviving a penalty shoot 
out ai;arn.st 2 Sig Regt in the semi-finals to beat 38 Engr Regt on 
penalties in the final and thus win the main event. Credit must go to 
the goals [rom Capt Tony Urwin and Sig Mark Bailey as well as the 
g.oal-keepmg prowess of Cpl 'Ginge' Whiling. The Regiment also 
fielded . ~ ladies. team who ~e~ched the quarter- fi nals of the plate 
co~pe~1t 1on havmg already finished runners-up in the District league 
earlier m the season. 1992 has been a successful season for the Hockey 
team with congratulations to all who played. 

THE WIRE, AUGUST 1992 

9 Sig Regt 
BFPO 58 

PANCAKE DAY RACES 
Shrove ~uesday found TM Tp as spectators at the charity pancake 

ra~e organise.ct by the l.o~a l HIVE. What they hadn ' t anticipated was 
bemg roped in as part1c1pants. So a scratch team consisting of Capt 
John Oakes, WOl (FofS) Willie Dott, SSgt (Fof ) Steve Wardle and 
Cpl Shaun l'.'llcholls was for~ed-and TOT's Tossers was born! 

.After an. intense rac~ n~eding.total concentration, TOT's Tossers 
flipped their way to win first pnze. Congratulations team! 

SSgt (FofS) Steve Wardle puts his pancake through its paces 

AY-NIK 15 
Wednesday 11 March saw the staging of the annual Ay-Nik 15 mile 

road race. The race started at the Dhekelia coach park and finished 
up at Mercury Barracks Ay-Nik covering a distance of 15 miles. Eight 
members of TM Tp competed in the race along with 61 other 
competitors from the ESBA. 

The race was star ted at 1500 hrs by the CO who was very warmly 
clad due to a strong wind blowing from Ay-Nik to Dhekelia. 

The first two miles around Dhekelia Garrison was not too bad as 
the runners had the wind behind them. However it made for very hard 
going for the remaining 13 miles! At this stage the field was led by Sgt 
Dave Wright of the UN Support Regiment (who was also the eventual 
winner) closely followed by Sgt Joe Docherty from TM Tp. The 
remaining runners were strung out behind them fighting their own 
battle against the strong headwind . 

The finishing tape was broken by Sgt Wright in I :28:35. 
Unfortunately Sgt Docherty suffered from cramp in the last mile and 
had to be content with 5th place. Second place went to SSgt John 
Gower, I Sqn 9 Sig Regt. 

First in the Veterans race was our very own TOT Capt John Oakes, 
who was also the organiser of the event. Congratulations to him and 
well done to all those who took part. 

TM TROOP 
DEMI-TROPHY 

April saw the resumption of the Demi-Trophy competition. For 
those not in the know it is an inter-workshop competition held over 
the year with a different sporting event each month. The teams 
competing are TG, Radio and SWS sections. 

This year's trophy started with a Rounders match organised by Cpl 
Mick Lowery and other members of Radio Workshop. 

The first match between TG and SWS ended up with victory to TG, 
helped by the dubious methods of team captain Sgt Nigel Quaile. The 
second match saw TG triumph yet again, this Lime against Radio, 
despite being impeded by Cpl 'I'm never out' Harvey. 

To decide second place, Radio and SWS had to fight it out. Despite 
SWS playing their joker and getting the TOT, Capt John Oakes, to 
play for them along with several of the wives, Radio were the victors 
even though first base seem to move further and further away when 
Radio fielded! 

After the prize giving, everyone at down to a barbecue prepared by 
SSgt 'Honest Bob' Wright , Sgt Dave Hizzett and his wife Jan . Thanks 
also go to Cpl 'Elmo' Furphy for running the bar. 
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Hl!.LLOS, GOODBYES AND CONGRATULATION 
We would like to say fond farewells to gt Nigel Quaile and his wife 

Dee, and congratulations on promotion to SSgt. Hope you have a 
good tour at 641 Sig Tp-while it lasts! 

Also we say goodbye to gt Mark Appleby and his wife Sue, and 
Cpls Taff Harvey and haun Nicholls. Enjoy your elves in your new 
postings. 

We say hello (again!) to gt J ill Redpath and husband tuart after 
being away for 14 months. There's no getting rid of some people! 

Congratulations go to Cpls Pam Lee and Michele ' Bondu Basher' 
Watkins on their recent promotions. 

J OINT SERVICE WORLD-WJDE Ml I-BU P H 
Months of hard work, preparation and co-ordination fina lly paid 

off on 23 May, when RAF Signals Units and Corps Units from around 
the world competed in a mini-bus push race over a 10 mile nat circuit 
in aid of Save the Children Fund . 

Early in the new year Flt Sgt Glyn Hall of C Troop, 2 Sqn , 9 Sig 
Regt (Radio). suggested that his troop challenge other signal units on 
the Island to a mini-bus push race fo r charity. 

The fu ll potential of such an event was soon realised and the idea 
very quickly snowballed. A letter of intent was sent to units in the UK , 
Germany, Hong Kong, Falkland Islands and Gibraltar. It was also 
suggested that all of the individual units that wished to participate, 
should donate at least 500Jo of all monies raised to the Save the 
Chi ldren Fund, which would be sent to 9 Sig Regt for a single payment 
to be made to the charity . 

The response to the challenge was tremendous and by early April 
18 units from around the globe had promised their support . These 
units were, On island: 33SU, 12SU, 280SU and 259 Sig Sqn. 
Germany: I !SU, RAF Bruggen, RAF Gutersloh, RAF Laarbruch, 7 
Sig Regt and 28 Sig Regt. UK : 6SU RAF, RAF Digby, RAF North 
Luffenham and 30 Sig Regt. Gibraltar, Falkland Islands: The Queen 's 
Gurkha Sig Regt. 

As in every major event, you expect the worst and hope for the best 
and as the 23rd approached this unit was notified that some changes 
had taken place. 

The Queen's Gurkha Sig Regt was forced to withdraw at the last 
minute due to operational reasons . RAF North Luffenham and 280SU 
were unable to race on the day and held their event on 20th and 24th 
respectively. 6SU were also unable to race, but rather than withdraw 
they decided to push their mini-bus through the centre of Bath on 
22nd which turned out to be very profitable indeed. 

So when the day finally arrived, 14 units lined up for the big race 
which was to commence at 1200GMT (0800 hrs in the Falklands, 1300 
hrs in the UK, 1400 hrs in Germany and Gibraltar and 1500 hrs in 
Cyprus). 

Thanks to 2 Sqn Comd Maj Cuthbert who had been working 
exceedingly hard behind the scenes, Lines of communication were 
established between 9 Sig Regt and the Falklands, Gibraltar, UK and 
JHQ Rheindahlen who had agreed to be the anchor station for all the 
units in Germany. 

The BBC World Service pips signalled the start and the teams set 
off. The units in Europe were blessed with clear skies and high 
temperatures. Gibraltar , however, reported a thunderstorm but this 
did not dampen it enthusiasm. The team from the Falklands had 
woken that morning to blizzard conditions, 4 inches of snow and 
temperatures of minus 3 degrees and were wondering how to fit a 
snow plough to a Sherpa Van. 

All the teams soon settled into a smooth routine and, for the first 
half an hour there seemed to be little difference in the performances . 
The organisers were shocked to hear that the 259 Sig Sqn team, ably 
led and organised by Sgt Steve Longworth and W02 (SSM) Pete 
Woodward, had finished the race by 1521 hrs local time. It wasn' t 
possible to cover 10 miles in only 21 mi nutes unles they had bent the 
ru le and had the mini-bus engine running and in gear! Confusion wa 
replaced by knowing smirks when it wa realised that they had made 
a minor error in converting GMT into local time and had actually 
started the race an hour earl ier than everyone else. (Well almost 
everyone else, 30 Sig Regt in UK had made exactly the same error.) 

Watching a mini-bus being pushed round in circles is not really a 
spectator event and at thi stage many of the assembled crowds turned 
their attention to the attractions that other units had organised. RAF 
Laarbruch was fortunate in having a large air di play taking place and 
an SSVC television crew were able to obtain some excellent footage 
of the day's events. 

JHQ Rheindahlen and 9 Sig Regt had arranged Fun-days with 
numerous stalls and attractions all designed to relieve the assembled 
masses of even more money. 
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d regular update from all the units in 
, m n to th r am. r at 9 ig Rcgt in Cyprus who, m turn, 

pas ed them to II other participant to en ure everyone knew hO\\ the 
other team \\en: performing. 

· the nd of the ftr t hour approached the teams began reporting 
h htly I ' lap lime a the strain began to tell on the pushing 
re . Th god of the team from the Falklands decided that only 

ha\ in~ no" to contend with was not a true challenge and threw in a 
pun ture on one of the mini-bus tyres to test them more everely. 

The 12 U team at Akrotiri were suffering but the efforts of WO 
John Hobb , at the age of 49, bol tered the teams will-power and no 
or.e was going to give in l long as he continued to push. 

By thi tage the JHQ team at Rheindahlen, racing in temperatures 
around 30 degree , had orked up a considerable sweat and serious 
con ideration was given to calling out the talion Fire Service to hose 
them down. 

After the event had been under way for just over an hour, the teams 
began, once again, to report faster lap times as they sensed the end 
was near. The Regiment' team completed their final lap accompanied 
by the organiser and believed they had won the event with a time of 
I hour 14 minutes 53 econds. It seemed as if the weeks of training 
under the guidance of W02 Jock Robertson and his 'gentle' 
exhortation to push a little harder on the day had paid off. 

The celebration began immediately with JT Jill Randles 
reating an artificial sweat on the bemused event organiser, Flt Sgt 

Glynn Hall , with a bucket of ice cold water. As Glynn had been 
standing in the shade manning the phones all afternoon he was one of 
the few people present who had managed to remain dry all day. 

Their weary but euphoric expres ions turned first to disbelief then 
to muted acceptance when they learned that the 7 Sig Regt team had 
narrowly beaten them with a time of I hour 12 minute 37 seconds. 

The other teams finished in rapid succession but the official winning 
time was still not known because 280SU was not running its event until 
the following day. 

On Sunday 24th the 280SU team, co-ordinated by Cpl Ritchie 
Daws, JT T rev Barne and SAC Andy Webb began it race at an 
altitude of 5500 feet above sea level at the top of the Troodos 
mountains. Like many of the other units it too had organised a mini 
fun-day a nd also staged a car show courtesy of Toyota Motors. 

After the event , exhausted smiles all round 

cc 

Pushing a mini-bus at that height had its problems and the team 
found they were suffering from a lack of oxygen . Flt Lt Jones's plan 
to hose the team down at the end were foiled when he was him elf 
handcuffed to the fire engine. 

The unit reported a finishing time of 2 hours 12 minutes and it was 
then clear that 7 Sig Regl had indeed won the race. 

To commemorate the event 7 Sig Regt will be ~resented with a solid 
silver inscribed trophy which was kindly donated to the organisers by 
the CO of 9 Sig Regt, Lt Col N. Jackson MBE. 

Although it is too early to say how much money was raised for 
charity, initial estimates indicate that it will far exceed expectations 
and could be over £4,000. This reflects the hard work and dedication 
by all who took part in the event, either in the push itself or in raising 
money by various means. The organisers thank them all and all those 
who donated money or goods to enable both Save the Children Fund 
and local charities to benefit. 

THE FINISHING TIMES 
Team 
7 Sig Regt 
9 Sig Regt 
llSU 
RAF Gutersloh 
28 Sig Regt 
RAF North Luffenham 
12SU 
30 Sig Regt 
259 Sig Sqn 
RAF Bruggen (A team) 
RAF Bruggen (B team) 
RAF Laarbruch 
33SU 
RAF Gibraltar 
280SU 
JCU Falkland Island 
6SU 

Time 
1:12:37 
1:14:53 
1:16:05 
1:17:19 
1:17:38 
1:18:00 
1:20:17 
1:21 :04 
1:21:04 
1:24:25 
1:29:31 
1:36:33 
1:37:28 
1:55:25 
2:12:33 
2:40:00 
4:00:00 

FAREWELL FROM W02 (RQMS) J EFF SMITH 
Farewell to all those Corps members I have had the pleasure in 

serving with during my 19 years service, especially the soccer players 
past and present. In leaving the Corps on redundancy in November a 
lot of fond memories will go with my wife Roz and I. 

W02 {ROMS) Jeff Smith with the t rophies that he has col lected 
whi lst at t he Regiment 

Have you changed 
your address? 

Inform The Wire! 
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SPOTLIGHT ON QM DEPARTMENT 
by Mrs Gwen Thornton 

'Fast and furious' richly describes the pace of life in the Unit 
Quartermaster's Department. Never has the level of work been so 
great, and yet the challenge of meeting a high standard is even greater, 
to this small but dedicated team of staff. 

Under the eagle eye of Lt Col J. R. 'Nick' Nicoll and W02 (RQMS) 
'Kerwyn' Gilder, the department recently received an excellent Supply 
Supporting Inspection report in which particular comment was made 
to the high level of accounting achieved. 

Our clothing department has been very industrious, and it is worthy 
of note that the store, ably run by Sgt 'Bill' Johnson and his storemen 
John Hodgson and Tom Reed, not only meet the clothing 
requirements of our 21 external units, which amount to 3,500 
dependants, but also deal with requests for assistance world-wide, 
from pensioners, cadets and school children. 

It was with much regret that we had to accept a change in tailoring 
contracts recently. Hodges and Co have been military tailors in 
Catterick and the North of England for over 50 years and made many 
friends in the Corps over that period. 

All this, despite the internal wealth of happenings which have 
recently occurred, including a baby daughter for the Department's 
Admin Officer, Mrs Liz Cunningham, and the eventual operation for 
SSgt 'Mick' Denny, SQMS B. The Department offered to do the 
operation as the hospital rejected him so many times, but there was 
a 'dues out' on the instruments! 

Shortly to leave the Department, and the Army after 22 year's 
service are SSgt (SQMS) J. Streeting BEM , SSgt (SQMS) Jim 
Macle~n and C pl Tony Tranter, Armoury. We wish them well in 
civilian life. 

The job of maintaining the balance of operational dues out and 
keeping the customer happy is on-going, but in true fashion, the QM 
Department will continue to do a sterling job. . 

This article was submitted by Mrs Gwen T hornton, our Admm 
Assistant/Temporary Admin Officer, and guardian of department 
morals and ethics! 

The QM and his Team 
Rear Row L to R: Cpl Robbo Robertson, Mr Dave Wiggan, Cpl Kev 
But ler, Mr John Hodgson, Mrs Liz Cunninghan:i. Mr Tom Reed , 
SSgt Martin Henley, LCpl Tina Turner, Mr Dougie Thorpe and Mr 

Eddie Park 
Front Row L to R: Miss Carmen Smith, SSgt John Streeting BEM, 
Lt Col Nick Nicoll , W02 {ROMS) Kirwyn Gilder, Sgt Bill Johnson 

and Mrs Gwen Thornton 
Absent: SSgts Mick Denny, Jim Maclean and Cp! Tony Tranter 
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11 Sig Regt 
Catterick Garrison 

I SQUADRON 
3TROOP 
PERSONALITIES 
Tp Comd Lt T. R. McCappin 
Tp Sgt Sgt M . Gile 
Tp Cpls Cpl J. Dornan, Cpl W. McKelvie and Cpl P. F. Moloney. 

January 1992 saw yet another course of young recruits starting their 
army careers in 3 Troop. 

The course was noteworthy for several reasons; one being the 
unpredictable Yorkshire weather. An example of the changeable 
conditions is clearly shown in this snowy scene from the adventure 
training weekend at Whernside Manor in March. 

The Troop raised £7 ,000 via a sponsored litter sweep in nearby 
Richmond to benefit the Duchess of Kent's Military Hospital charity 
fund. 

Ex Final Fling took place in April with the final conclusion being 
a tough but enjoyable three days. Conditions were again 
unpredictable with two bright sunny days followed by a final day 
under several inches of snow. This shot shows Cpl John Doman 
debriefing the Troop af ter an early morning kit inspection . 

The Pass Off Parade on JO April 1992 went exceptionally well with 
the Troop highly commended by the reviewing officer , Col M. J. 
Ridlington . 

3 Troop Adventure Training Weekend-March 1992 

CT TROOP 
PERSONALITIES 
Tp Cpls Cpl J. Wardley BEM 

Cpl Jones 
The young soldiers are either awaiting their trade datc:s, back 

troopers due to injuries and an assort~ent of bot~ _med1~ and 
voluntary release soldiers. With such a diverse range 1t 1s possible to 
take part in a multitude of activities. 

Adventure training forms an important part in devel~~ing team 
spirit and self-esteem. Among the many successful exped111ons have 
been the Coast to Coast walk, Cleveland Way, Celtic Tre~ -~d 
Cumbria Trek. The local area also offers a wide range of. ac~1v1ues 
with regular visits to Whernside Manor and the Lake D1smct for 
adventure training. 

Keeping the young soldier in the public eye involves a lo_t of local 
charity work . Children in Need and the Cleveland Mounta11~ Rescue 
Team have been the chief charities to receive donallons which have 
raised over £2 000 in the past two years . Many of the walks have also 
raised money 'with many sore legs and blistered feet during some of 
the 40 miles ventures. 
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pl Jone took a run to Middlesbrough with the Troop to raise 
money for hildren in eed with great succe sand very sore feet. The 
Tr p await hi next run! Community work within the area ha 
involved the clearing of rubbi h from a river and the creation of a 
public footp th whi h rai ed £400 for the Catterick Brittle Bone 

iety for Young Children. 
Over 2,000 hour have been put in with the ational Trust in the 

Lake Di trice helping with local footpaths, moving stone, building and 
removing fences and helping to move equipment up on to the high 
fell . Combined with a few day climbing, abseiling and walking, Cpl 
'Trailblazer' Wardley ha~ even won the help of local people to as ist 
in adventurou activities 

Continuous training t'lJces in many military aspects where the 
oldier i able to ee life from the other sid . They regularly take part 

in exerci es with CO Training Wing and help out with the recruits 
as both e tra cadre and enemy on exercise. 

Phy ical 1raining and !he use of Fibua together with keeping up with 
training give the soldiers a valuable insight into where life may 
eventually lead them. Command !asks and numerous team events 
regularly challenge both 1he physical and mental aptitude of the 
oldier. 

Recently the Troop wa able to how off it new shield which 
reflect all the a pects of CT Troop which everyone strives to achieve. 

CPL J. WARD LEY BEM 
For the past three year Cpl J. 'Trailblazer' Wardley has devised 

and run many activities within the Troop, ranging from adventure 
training to military training, through to con ervation work. His 
devotion to the Troop has given many a young soldier a valuable 
insight into these activities which have enabled them to extend 
themselves and take part in activities not otherwise open to them. 

On 29 May 1992 he wa presented with his BEM by the Master of 
Signals Maj Gen A. C. Birtwistle CB CBE DL. Another unique 
achievement ha been that his three medals have been presented to him 
from the Master of Signal of the day. 

Cpls Jones and Wardley with the new CT Tp Shield 
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3SQUADRON 
EXERCISE BELLES VENTURE 
by Sgt Manktelow 

Ex Helles Venture was an adventure training exercise set in the South 
of France. The first phase was spent in a camping site in Serigan 
Piary~ on the Mediterran~n. The activities were windsurfing, sailing, 
canoeing and catamaramng. Capt 'Bay Watch' Smith was the Ex 
Beach Security Officer but after being found as leep at 0400 hrs on the 
beach, was reduced to the rank of Surf Commander. In the evenings 
we decided to do something different from the normal volleyball or 
softball; Bull Fighting looked OK until we discovered that we had to 
get in the ring with the bull. The Junior Matadors, had to burst a 
balloon on the bull's horns without being caught by the bull. JCpl 
Franklyn and JCpl Hancock led the way but with no great success so 
Sgt 'El Toro' Robinson decided that as a member of the Permanent 
Staff he should show the Junior Matadors how it's done. With 20 
seconds of being in the ring the bull tossed him up and out of the ring; 
there were a few close shaves. JLdr Brown got caught by the bull and 
nearly gave Lt ' Red Legs' Youngson and Capt 'Kleenex' Cameron a 
heart attack wondering what they would put on the accident report to 
the CO. Luckily there were no deaths, only a few cuts and bruises. 

After the 30°C+ on the Med we were greeted by 8°C and rain at 
Colmars (an Alpine Village) for Phase 2. However the 
accommodation was a lot better and LCpl 'Sheriff's Badge' Wardrop 
our Chef, e.xcelled himself with providing some excellent meals. The 
first day the JLdr were split up into groups to do trekking, gorging, 
climbing or mountain biking and white water rafting. The trekking 
group found themselves in the snow-a bit of a hock to the system 
after only leaving 30°C+ less than 24 hours ago! Everyone got 
soaked, the gorger's and rafters more than most, but everyone had a 
good time. 

All too soon it was time to return to Catterick . Everyone was sad 
to leave after such a great time. Many thanks must go to Sgt Dickson 
for organising an excellent 'exercise'. 

Gorging I 
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RHQ 
PERSONALITIES 

+ 
CO Lt Col P. A. R. Rouse 
21C Maj J.P. McMahon 
Adjt Capt M. Griffiths, AAdjt Lt S. V. Roberts, RSM WOl (RSM) 
M. Orange, Chief Clerk W02 (ORQM ) Duffy. 

VISIT OF PRESIDENT OF FEDERATION OF ARMY WIVES 
(BAOR)-MRS JUDY NEWELL 

Mrs Newell visited the Mercury Club to talk to wives about the 
Federation of Army Wives. The Federation has a travelling workshop 
which runs courses covering word-processing and back-to-work 
advice. The visit concluded with a cheese and wine evening. 

Mrs Judy Newell (left) talking to Mrs Humme 

REGIMENT AL ATHLETICS DAY 
With the closure of Wildenrath, the Regimental Athletic Meeting 

was staged in Mercury Barracks on a gloriously sunny day in early 
May. The efforts of Sgt Tony Mee APTC (formerly R Signals) and his 
gym staff to renovate the run-ups and prepare the six lane grassy 
track gave the venue a 'Chariots of Fire' atmosphere, although long 
short; were not worn. The day was organised by Capt Phil Brown 
(OIC Athletics) and WOl Jan Marshall , with SSgt (YofS) Mark Ewart 
orchestrating an exciting Tug-of-War contest. The outcome of the 
Inter-Squadron competition was decided upon the results of both the 
mens' and womens' disciplines. 

Cpl Batty leading the field in the 1 500m race 
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13 Sig Regt 
BFPO 42 

Some notable highlights of the afternoon included a thrilling 1500 
metres race with Cpl Adrian Batty and LCpl Paul King entertaining the 
crowds to a Coe/Ovett battle all the way to the tape. In a lightly le 
competitive Chain-of-Command race, Squadron teams had to 
complete a 4 x 100 metres relay, backwards. Capl Adrian Clewlow 
enjoyed a rare few seconds of glory by pulling I Sqn from last to first 
place to handover to his Sqn Comd, Maj Nick Naylor, to complete the 
final leg. However, age and experience are great levellers. At the 
finish, Maj Ian Dudding and Maj Digby Munn had caught up to 
provide the only three way tie of the day. 

By mid afternoon, it became clear that it was to be HQ Squadron's 
day. (A separate report appears elsewhere). Not only did they win the 
Tug-of-War, but also the athletics competiiion for the first time since 
1969. As David Coleman would say: 'Quite remarkable'. 

Regimental Athletics Champions 1992-Headquarter Squadron 
Top Row L to R: Pte Havercroft RPC, Cpl Roberts, SSgt Ross. Sgt 
Kitching RE, LCpl Wright RE , Capt Brown, Cpls Harper, Dapprich, 

LCpl King RPC 
Mid Row L to R: Sgts Giles, King, Cpl Astill RPC, LCpl Wright RE 
Front Row L to R: LCpl Lamingman, Capt Gardner, Sgt Graveson, 
Capt Griffiths, Maj Dudding, LCpl Clark RE, W01 Brisco, SSgt 

Woolaston, Sgt Doran APTC 
Absent: LCpl Richardson, Cpls Aves, Scott, Woolaston AGC, 

SSgt Grierson, Mrs Jakeway, LCpl Sutcliffe 

HEADQUARTER SQUADRON (JACQUES) 
PERSONALITIES 
Sqn Comd Maj Ian Dudding 
2IC Capt Paddy Killeen RPC 
SSM W02 (SSM) John Gillan, QM Maj Brian Hudson, TOT Capt 
Brian Gardner, RAO Capt Chris McL~an AGC, MTWO W02 Barry 
Stephens, RPC SSgt SSgl Tom Hudson RPC, Sqn Clk Mrs Fran 
Hilton. 

Three SSMs in nine months and a new 2IC make for a lot of 
change! 
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Gf R f.\. Rl'.'SER\"I 'TS MARCH AND SHOO'f 
omeon had told u that it would be an 0530 start on a Saturday 

m rnm prior to u volunteerinb our ·ervice for a march and shoot 
te m nd that we'd mL the FA Cup final al o! Well, who kno~s? 

he Koln farch and Shoot, or rather the Sh<?Ot and !\·larch which 
took pla~e 111 .tay i an annual event orgaru ed by the Germ.an 
re ervL 1 and i open to Briti h military units and also German police 
unit and border guard . The competition it elf con isted of each 
member of the team firing 10 rounds on a German manufactured 
pi to!. This was followed by 10_ rounds on a GP_3 HK ri_fle, a 
on iderably better wc .. pon . A urned IOkm run with a weighted 

Bergan of 7.51..g then c1.sued. 

L to R: LCpl 'Nobby' Clark RE, Cpl 'Dap' Dapprich, LCpl ' Bandit' 
Breckon RE, Sgt ' Dave' Devine (1 Sqn) 

Our HQ Sqn TM Troop team did very well, winning a prize for the 
second fastest time in the march with 51 mins 30 secs, although we did 
feel slightly robbed when we were informed that we were beaten by 
l/IOOth of a second by a team from BAD Dulmen. We plan to take 
tarting blocks next year. Our team consisted of LCpl Paul 'Bandit' 

Breckon RE, LCpl 'Nobby' Clark RE, whose determined enthusiasm 
kept us all going, Cpl Paul 'Dap' Dapprich and standing in at the last 
minute with a special guest appearance Sgt Dave Devine, borrowed 
from I Sqn (our sincere thanks to them). 

All in all an enjoyable day organised by W02 John Chudleigh, only 
marred by the fact that when we eventually got back to camp we 
discovered that Liverpool had won the cup! 

NEW ARRIVALS 
A warm welcome to the following and it is hoped they enjoy their 

tour with the Squadron: Capt Killeen RPC, WOI Clifton, SSgt 
Tonner AGC, W02 Ainscough AGC, Cpl Freeman ACC, Cpl 
Chapman, Cpl Harper, Sgt Giles, LCpl Miller RPC, Pte Farrell RPC, 
Pte McCusker RPC. 

FAREWELLS 
There are a number of individuals to say farewell to, but none more 

popular as Capt Paddy and Sue Crabtree, our past Squadron Second 
in Command. Paddy leaves us on posting to JHQ where he is 2IC of 
I PLSU-we wish them well. Fond farewells and good luck go to Capt 
'Mal' Heaney on posting to ACF in Wales, WOI (YofS) McMahon 
to civilian life, SSgt Capewell to Ulster, LCpl Leadley to Colchester, 
LCpl Tilley to the MOD and Pte Gossling to sunny Cyprus. 

TRAINING WING 
PERSONALITIES 
Sqn Comd Capt P. J. Welch 
SSM W02 (SSM) M. A. Smithurst 
Instructors gts M. B. Fairclough, R. Horne, V. D. Bates and M. 
Roe, Clerk Mrs C. Newbury. 

CHANGE OF COMMAND 
On Friday 17 April, Capt Mal Heaney handed over command of the 

Training Wing to Capt Phil Welch who moved from the post of 2IC 
I Sqn. Capt Mal Heaney is posted to 30 Cadet Training Team 
Wrexham. We wish him all the best in his new post and welcome the 
new OC, who, we are sure, will make the students on the Detachment 
Commander's Course as welcome as ever. 
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ISQ ADRON 
PERSONALITIES 
Sqn Comd Maj N. J. H . Naylor 
2IC Capt J. A . B. Floyd 
SRO Capt R. F. Clay, Comms Tp Comd Capt M. Corcoran , A&C 
Tps Comd Lt A. J. Parsons, B&D Tps Comd Capt A. J. Clewlow, 
SSM W02 (SSM) M. Wright-Jones, SQMS SSgt (SQMS) C. J. 
Hobbs. 

RCZ BADMINTON 
The 1992 RCZ Individual Badminton Championships was held at 

Dusseldorf Station Gymnasium on Friday 24 May. It was the mens' 
competitions that were dominated by Cpl 'Nora ' Batty and Cpl 
'Biscuit' Ball, both of I Sqn . The final tally for the day was:- Mens 
Single - Cpl Batty , Mens Doubles- Cpl Batty and Cpl Ball , Unit 
Doubles-Cpl Batty and Cpl Ball. 

On the fo llowing day Cpl Batty and LCpl 'Trace' Lamingman (2 
Sqn) were worthy runners-up in the mixed doubles competition . LCpl 
Lamingman was also the winner of the RCZ Ladies Singles. 

EXERCISE HADRIANS VENTURE 
Ex Hadrians Venture was the brainchild of LCpl Graham Sawyer, 

and involved running the length of what was Hadrians Wall from 
Bowness near Carlisle in the West, to Wallsend in Newcastle in the 
East. The total di tance involved was approximately 80 miles over 
what is best described as 'undulating' terrain. 

After detailed planning by SSgt Billy Chestnut, the following 
members of Delta Tp, I Sqn set off for Zeebrugge in Belgium, en 
route for the 'start line' of Bowness; SSgt Billy Chestnut , Cpls 
'Robbo' Robson, Jimmy Byrne, LCpls Graham Sawyer, Paul Coop, 
Carl Hickenbotham and 'Chuck' Walker. 

After an overnight stay at CAD Longtown the party set out on its 
merry way to Bowness on Solway for a scheduled 0530hrs start. The 
trip was approximately 20 miles, and about IO miles into it was 
accosted by a Cumbrian Police Patrol. Apparently most burglaries in 
this area occur between 0500 and 0600hrs in the morning! After SSgt 
Billy Chestnut convinced the police that the mini bus wasn't full of 
'swag', they sent us on our way, convinced that we must all be insane., 

The first runner got away at the scheduled 0530 start time, with the 
weather 'lashing' with rain as forecast. Runners then took it in five to 
seven mile legs, doubling up in the locations that the safety vehicle had 
to depart for short distances; this was merely a precaution in case we 
had the misfortune of a serious injury, which, thankfu lly, we didn't. 
After some media interviews 'en route', the whole team jogged the last 
two miles to Wallsend together; some 11 hours 45 minutes after they 
set out (any challengers?). 

It was then time for the team to become 'celebrities'; moving round 
the local area for photo calls, press interviews, collection of pledged 
monies, to a well earned night's sleep as the guests of the IOlst 
(Northumberland) Regiment Royal Artillery. The following day 
brought more interviews and photo calls, with the icing on the cake 
being the presentation of a cheque for £2,000 to the Special Care Baby 
Unit, Ashington Hospital, the home town of LCpl Graham Sawyer 
whose crazy idea this all was in the first place. 

Presentation of cheque 
Special Care Baby Unit, Ashington Hospital by LCpl Graham 

Sawyer 
Pictured front kneeling: SSgt Billy Chestnut, LCpl Carl 

Hickenbotham. 
Standing: Mr Craig Sawyer (brother of Graham), LCpls Paul Coop, 

Chuck Walker (hiding) and two members of the hospital staff 
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J SQUADRON 
PERSONALITIES 
Sqn Comd Maj Nigel Harrison 
2IC Capt Jonathon Gillespie 
SSM W02 (SSM) 'Dicky' Bird , YofS SSgt (YofS) Willimont, FofS 
SSgt (FofS) Chris Tyson, SQMS SSgt (SQMS) Grant Pocock, W Tp 
Comd Lt Karl Arnold, X Tp Comd 2Lt 'Hetty' Steele-Mortimer Y 
Tp Comd Lt Ben Kite. ' 

The Inter-Squadron Athletics were held this year on 30 April with 
I Sqn narrowly beating 3 Sqn to take the title. Noticeable 
achievements came from SSgt Chris Moye in the 400m hurdJes, Cpl 
Jes Clarke in the lOOm and 200m and Cpl Jes Clarke again with LCpl 
Dixy Dixon, Lt Karl Arnold and LCpl Daz Offord taking the Gold in 
the 4 X IOOm. 

Whiskey Tp have had a busy time recently with Silver Stallion, Staff 
College DEMO and a full week's Adventure Training in the Harz. We 
now learn that Lt Karl Arnold is off yet again , to Australia this time, 
for four months on Ex Long Look . G'day Bruce is apparently all the 
language training he requires! 

X-RAY TROOP 
There have been several changes in personnel since our last report 

and they are as follows : 

ARRIVALS 
Cpl Bob Wright, Cpl 'Bunker' Hill, LCpls Bob Rankin, 'Mus' 

Murray, Al Jeffs and Sam Swift. 

DEPARTURES 
Sgt 'Chaz' Gilmartin and LCpl Tony James to 13 Sig Regt and Sig 

Paul Whitehead to civvy street. 
The Troop congratulates LCpl Col Knights and Mrs Knights on the 

birth of their twin sons and LCpl Taff Willumsen and Mrs Willumsen 
on the birth of their daughter. 

Congratulations too to LCpl Sam Swift (Roberts) and LCpl Phil 
Davies on their respective marriages. 

The Troop has also been active on the sport front with SSgt Dave 
Exley being selected for the Corps Hockey squad and several members 
of the Troop being successful in the Brigade and Divisional athletics 
meetings. They were LCpls Rob Tubbs, Taff Willumsen, Gaz Offord, 
Al Jeffs, Phil Davies and Chad Chadwick. 

Y TROOP 
An era passes as SSgt Stitch Woollard leav~s. Y Troop. He has 

been with Y Troop longer than our two remammg 1 Tonners and 
considers Vampire to be a new invention! It is with sadness ~at we 
see him leave and wish him, Liz and son Edwin good luck m the 
future. 

The last two months have passed quietly save for Ex Flying Falcon 
in early June. Our thanks go to LCpl 'Geordie' Wright_ "'.ho 
temporarily joined our Troop managing to break a monopole, his nfle 
and then spill Vampire S's lunch. Thankyou for your help LCpl 
Wright. 

2SQUADRON 
PERSONALITIES 
Sqn Comd Maj R. O. N. Evans 
2IC Capt D. W. McCreath 
SSM W02 (SSM) Dave Toon, OPSWO W02 Cas Hayes, YofS W02 
(YofS) Bryan Pritchard, FofS SSgt (FofS) Rob Lane, SQMS SSgt 
(SQMS) AJ Balderstone, MT Sgt Woody Woodhouse. 

KILO TROOP 
PERSONALITIES 
Tp Comd 2Lt Sara Copley 
2IC W02 Mark Dickson 
Tp Sgt Sgt Andy Evans, Tp Sgt Sgt Mick O'Brien. 

Kilo Tp's demo team headed by Sgt Andy ~vans ha~ been fully 
employed this month participating in both Ex S1lv~r Stalhon (an EW 
demonstration) and the Staff College demonstr~uon m Sennelager. 
Always inventive their presentation included mex1can waves and some 
realistic sound effects to describe the jamming signal. 

The latest victims of Kilo Tp's special attentions have been 4 Arn;d 
Div whilst on Ex Foursooth. Life as enemy got so hot that Sig 
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'Lobster' O'Keefe had to invest in some sun tan lotion and LCpl Mark 
Knowles developed an addiction to hammocks . 

The Troop is scattered to the four corners of the earth at the 
moment. Cpl Gavin Henderson is currently sailing up the coast of the 
USA. New to the Troop are Sigs Paul Wilson, Scott Devaney, Chris 
Foss and Sgt Mick O'Brien . 

ROMEO TROOP 
PERSONALITIES 
Tp Comd Capt R. Freeman 
21C/ OPSWO W02 Eric Clee 
Tp SSgt SSgt Pat Sutton. 

ARRIVALS/ DEPARTURES 
The Troop welcomes the following, SSgt Paul Gardner and his wife 

Jane, Sigs Dave Holroyd from WMR Tp and Lee Morrison from the 
factory. Also a sad farewell is bade to Capt Roy Freeman and Sue off 
to Staff College. W02 Cas Hayes to SHQ. Cpl John McKillop to 7 
Sigs Regt and LCpl Andy Phillips to civvy street. 

CONGRATULATIONS 
The Troop would also like to add special congratulations to LCpl 

Sticky Allardyce and his wife Sybil on the birth of their second son 
Luke Gavin on 25 May 1992. 

VICTOR TROOP 
PERSONALITIES 
Tp Comd W02 G. Dewar 
21C SSgt M. Sheppard 
Tp SSgt SSgt A. Campbell. . 

After a period of turbulence when the Troop seemed to be doubling 
in size, the number of personalities posted in was more m~nageable. 
We bid a warm welcome to LCpl Simon Dent, from Berhn. 

Likewise, the farewells were few-LCpl Ade Phoenix, Cpl Steve 
Williamson and Sgt Cliff Buckley. Of course we should not forg~t the 
other new arrival in the Troop, Zoe Jade, a daughter for LCpl Simon 
and Lorraine Robinson-congratulations! Congratulations also go to 
Cpl Steven Boddison (where are the beers?), on his recent promotion 
and to Cpls Mick Heath and Paul Gittins for their preselection for 
promotion to Sgt. 

INTER TROOP ATHLETICS DAY 
The Inter-Troop athletics day was held on Monday 13 April in 

glorious sunshine. Each of the three troops took part in all the main 
field and track events achieving a very high standard. During the day 
several 'unknown' athletes were discovered. The best of these was 
LCpl Leigh Rainsley, who showed tremendous grit and determination 
in the 800m, I ,500m and 3,000m Steeplechase. LCpl Rainsley was 
voted best sportsman on the day and was given the privilege of 
receiving the Squadron Inter-Troop trophy on behalf of the winning 
troop, V Troop from the Sqn Comd Maj Evans. L~pl Rainsley and 
LCpl Carl Klein both went on to represent the Regiment. 

LCpl Leigh-Rainsley receiving the trophy from the Sqn Comd, Maj 
Rick Evans 
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3 Q OROS 
PERSO ALITI 

n Comd Maj Viv Thatcher 
2IC Capt Murray Coleman 

1 W02 ( M) Martin Waclawek, RCP Tp Comd Lt Robert 
Whelan, Def Comd Capt Ken Graham, Def YofS SSgt (YofS) David 
Marriott, Comms Tp Comd gt cotty Sherrard, SQMS SSgt 
( QM ) John Gib on, Sqn FofS W02 (FofS) Bob Hamilton, Sqn 
YofS gt (YofS) teve Slater, Sgts Lenny King, Mick McGinn, 
Graham\ harton, John Rutland, Graham Richmond . 

De pite a teady now of exercise taskings which keep us busy we 
till make time for fun in 3 Sqn. One of the recent highlights of life 

in the Squadron was pent at Rinteln. Not at the BMH disco as you 
might think but at a nearby lake where the sun always shine , you can 
water- ki all day, eat as much spaghetti-ice a you like and still fund 
Squadron drink for ... oh, at lea t half an hour! 

gt Dave Wil on had organi ed a water-skiing 'away day' for the 
Squadron which was a tremendous success. He even laid on the 
cenery which we all enjoyed-everybody want a Basic German 

Cour e! ig 'Jez' Elliott got more than he bargained for when he 
tangled with the Sqn Comd in mid-ski. Four stitches in his head in 
fact! There were arms, leg and ski e erywhere and good old Jez still 
muuers 'You should have seen the other guy!' That wa the only upset 
of the day and more are planned just to confirm that 3 Sqn really can 
walk on water. 

Ex Silver Stallion, the leader of all presentations, was at the end of 
April. This annual event provides an opportunity for 14 Sig Regt to 
educate others about Electronic Warfare and to show them the full 
cope of what we do. 

Over the period of Silver StaJJion those members of the Squadron 
not directly involved in the presentation went to Field Station 
Langeleben for training. This was dominated by training for the lnter-

quadron athletic which was on the horizon. During the training 
W02 (SSM) 'Bart' Geer achieved a personal best time for the 5,000m 
only to discover later that the track was only 340m long rather than 
the usual 400m. 

Towards the end of the week we braved the local swimming pool 
where, after the serious bu iness of the military swimming tests, we 
auempted to push 25 men down one water slide at the same time. This 
failed due to Sgt 'Slim' Sherrard going last, stopping the water now 
and beaching the other 24 half way down the tube. 

On the same day as the Inter-Squadron athletics, where the 
Squadron was pipped at the post by I Sqn, the Inter-Squadron Tug
of-War provided another rusappointment albeit by a narrow margin. 
Led by W02 (FofS) 'Big Bob ' Hamilton the Squadron team beat all 
three other Squadrons in the prelims but, having made it to the finals, 
were o~~pulled by 4 Sqn two pulls to one in a hard fought 
compeuuon. 

The first Regimental fixture en the cricket calendar saw three of the 
Squadron officers playing against I RHA at Hohne. Maj 'It's the 
playing that counts' Thatcher, Capt 'At least I know the rules' 
Coleman and Lt 'Slippy Fingers' Whelan didn't do much for the 
batting average but did enjoy the cream scones. The, (fairly scratch) 
team only lost by 15 runs. It is understood that some contracts will not 
be renewed. 

HELLOS AND FAREWELLS 
We bid farewell to W02 (SSM) Mal Geer and Gill who are moving 

to 21 Sig R~gt after three years with the Regiment. Thanks for all your 
effor:s which kept the Squadron on a high, particularly on the 
sportmg front. 

W02 (YofS) Pritchard has moved to 2 Sqn. During his time he was 
Tp Comd RCP Tp then Comms Tp as well as being the Sqn Yeoman. 
Good luck to you and Laura and thanks for all that you have done 
for the Squadron. 

!n addition we wish the following all the best in their moves: Sgt 
Wilson to ~29 Sig Sqn, Sgt King to civvy street, Cpl Harding to 2 Div, 
Cpl McGumness to RMAS, Cpl Arundel to Belize Cpl Carley to the 
YofS Course, LCpl Riley to 640 Tp and LCpl Bl~nn to NI. 

The following are warmly welcomed: W02 (SSM) Waclawek and 
Karen from 2 Div, SSgt Cupper from The Maze, SSgt (YofS) Marriott 
f~om 2 Sq~, Cpl Lawrence from 656 Sig Tp, LCpl Wylley from 249 
Sag_ Sqn, 1g M~one from the MT, Sig Jack from 8 Sig Regt, Sig 

nulh from 8 Sig Regt (Percy's By) and Sig Chapman from I Div. ' 
gt (YofS) Steve Slater has taken over as the Sqn Yeoman 

welcome to SHQ. ig Carman has moved to RCP Tp and LCpi 
Groves, Sig Woodman and Sig Fitzimmons have joined. 
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ATHLETICS 
The Regiment has, this year, produced a very strong Athletics team 

selected from a competitive Inter-Squadron Competition at the end of 
April. Despite a week of heavy rain the athletics day turned out bright 
a~d sunny, although ~pl Stewart Mundy proved determined to get 
himself wet by performmg a backward sommersault at the water jump 
of the 3,000m Steeplechase. 

There were many spirited performances that day but Cpl Andy 
Mileham run in the 3,000m and the 5,000m were excellent and won 
him the Best Athlete Trophy. The event was won overall by I Sqn with 
~ Sqn taking first place in the Tug of War which proved, as so often 
is the ca e, to be a close and hard fought battle. 

HORNE GARRISON 
Following this event we were able to select an athletics team that 

would see us through to the end of the season. Our first taste of 
outside competition came at the Hohne Garrison Inter-Unit Athletics 
Competition. We had a resounding win that day with notable 
performances being put in by SSgt Chris Moye in the Hurdles Sig 
'Briggsy' Briggs, our most promising sprinter, and by the 4 x 4oom 
Relay team of Cpl 'Russ' Foster, LCpl 'Jas' Meek, LCpl 'Rob' Tubbs 
and Sig Brigg . As a result of our first place win the team qualified 
for the I Armd Div Championships. 

1 ARMOURED DIVISION ATHLETICS CHAMPIONSHIPS 
This was to prove a much more difficult competition which ended 

in a nail biting 4 x 400m Relay final which was to decide who would 
go forward with the PWO into the BAOR Team Championships. 
Ex_cell~nt runs by Cpls Dean Cox, Foster, Sig Brigg and Cpl Dave 
Pnce m the 4 x 400m Relay secured the place for the Regiment. Cpl 
Steve Lynch also won both the Javelin and the I !Om Hurdles and Sgt 
~e~ King the Shot. The o~her. R~lay team had also pulled out the stops 
m ns event and bad runnmg m 1t Sgts Den Morris, Bob King, Cpl Jes 
Clarke and LCpl Si Reiley. 

LCpl Andy Gill, 3 Sqn at the Championships 
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CADRE COURSE 
The CO's Cadre Course took place between the 26 April and 8 May 

1992. Lt was designed to assess the leadership potential of soldiers 
with a view to promotion to Lance Corporal. ' 

The course covered all the basic military subjects First Aid NBC 
fieldcraft and physical training. The two week c~urse cul~inated 
in a three day tactical field exercise during which the soldiers were 
tested on their leadership ability. 

fhe end of the course was marked by a Pass Off Parade. 
The Salute was taken by Brig J. D. Stokoe CBE. The award for top 

student was given to Sig R. S. Wilson. 

CO Lt Col A. H. G. Elford , and W01 (RSM) M. Smith look on as 
Brig J. D. Stokoe presents the award for top soldier to Sig R. S. 

Wilson 
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GOING FULL CIRCLE 
On 9 April the CDA BAOR held a closing down ceremony at 

Bradbury Barracks Krefeld to mark the occasion of their move. 
The ceremony took the form of an informal parade with all the staff 

attending. The CO, Lt Col A. ff. G. Elford and the RSM WOI (RSM) 
Smith were met by Capt Bob Badger. This was followed by a hot 
buffet and drinks. After a farewell speech a plaque was presented to 
the CO and RSM which had been designed to commemorate the 
occasion. 

The ceremony was well attended by members of the Corps travelling 
from outside units, some as far as Herford. The occasion went very 
well with everyone enjoying themselves, and finally the door wa 
closed for the last time taking the unit full circle. 

It is worth noting that the commemorative plaque is available at a 
cost of £10 to all ex serving members of the unit, only 15 have been 
produced so far, so it is possible that it could be worth somewhat more 
in the future! 

3 SQN SHQ TP 
FAREWELLS/WELCOMES 

The Squadron said farewell this month to Maj Whyman an~ hi 
wife Linda who have moved to Aldershot. We send our best washes 
and hope he will now enjoy working for a living. 

The Squadron would also like to welcome its new Sqn Comd Maj 
Keegan and his wife Heather and congratulations too on the recent 
birth of son Myles. 

INTER-TROOP HOCKEY 
It is unusual for an SHQ Tp to attempt to enter a team in any 

competition but this only highlights the quality of such a group as 
SHQ 3 Sqn. · 

Throughout a long sunny day the gauntlet was thrown down many 
a time and SHQ Tp took up every challenge and destroyed each 
opposition with goal after goal. 

Needless to say SHQ Tp went through to the final winning 2-1 
to emerge the victors. We would like to congratulate the other teams 
on their efforts, but there can be only one winner. The day belonged 
to SHQ 3 Sqn. 

Maj George Whyman receiving another Sqn farewell gift from Sig 
Andy Ireland, a framed rugby shirt that he had worn for the 

Regiment 
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Lf 
The Kr f Id Golf ociety is one year old and boasts a membership 

of 30 'h ppy ha ker '. 
To eel brate it birthday and to get the Spring meeting out o f the 

w y it member converged on RAF Bruggen Golf Club on Monday 
25 fay to do battle. 

The weather wa fine, the course in excellent condition and good 
ore were forecast. T he more serious entrants were out early honing 

their game on the driving range and putting out on the practice green 
with Faldo-like predsion. 

Game one. The morning round counted for the gross, nett and 
tableford competi tions o there was verything to play for. The early 

pair, Maj Alan Dunbar and Lt Morgan John showed the way with 
cracking drive that drew sighs from lesser mortals . 

It wa evident from the whoops of delight heard around the course 
that the fore a ts were true. Good scores were being recorded 
throughout the field . Fir t in, the intrepid twosome both recorded 
gro 79 cores quickly followed by another from the QM(Admin). 
More good score were handed in including a very fine net 67 by Capt 
Tommy Ponton who received the congratulations of everyone and a 
two hot cut of handicap. 

The afternoon greensomes competition paired off the low and high 
handicap players and once again produced very good results. 

At the end of a very warm day a period of refreshment at the bar 
was followed by the pre entation of prizes which the 2IC Maj Moray 
Martin-Rhind kindly agreed to do. 

The whole event wa an enormous success and can only serve to 
help encourage new players to get out, improve their game, and enter 
the next competition in the Autumn. 

The prizes were received by the following : 

Gro Competition Winner Maj Ledwards 79 
Runner up Maj Dunbar 79 

Handicap Competition Winner Capt Ponton 67 
Runner up 68 Sgt Dean 

Stableford Competition Winner Lt John 38pts 
Runner up Capt Purkiss 37pts 

Longest Drive Lt Johns 
Nearest Pin Sgt Dean 
Greensomes Winners Maj Ledwards 36pts 

I 
I 
I 
I 

LCpl Pheonix 
Runners up LCpl Innis 33pts 

LCpl Corder 

Do you make the most of your money? 
Do you know where it goes and why? 

Imagine a service that does this for you and provides 

a free, clear report covering your finances now and 
in the future. 

You've just imagined the Allied Dunbar Financial 
Health Check! 

For more details. complete 
the coupon below or phone 
me on 0272 732779. 

ALU ED 
DUNBAR 

PERSONAL ANANCIAL GUIDANCE 

To: Bernard Andrew Thomas Sales Associate 
representing Allied Dunbar Assurance pie, which is a member of LAUTRO 
Whrteladies House, 51 -55 Whiteladies Road, Clifton, Bristol BS8 2LY 

Yes please, I would like a Free Financial Health Check 

I Name I ......................... ............................................... .................. ...................................... . 

1 Address: ........................................................... .. ................. ......................... ...................... . 

I .... ................................................................. ............................................ .................. ....... I 
I Post Code: ................... ................ Telephone: ..... ................ .......... ............................... I 
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Thanks to Sgt 'Bunny' Hutchinson who organised the day's 
proceedings, and to the Master Chef for providing a lunch fit for an 
RSM. 

TH E BRADBURY FAIR 
The Bradbury Fair is our annual Open .!)ay when soldiers, families 

and the local community get an opportunity to 'let their hair down', 
enjoy the various attractions and see another side of mil ita ry li fe. This 
year's fai r was held on Saturday 16 May and the months of meticulous 
planning coupled with glorious sunshine made it a great success . The 
day's activities which included , all the items normally associated wth 
an Open Day and a car as the star prize, commenced at 1300 hrs and 
day's activities, which included all the items normally associated with 
at 1900 hrs. Our fr iendships with the local population was evident as 
they came in their droves to support the event. T he local papers 
estimated that as many as 3,000 people attended the event . The car 
was won by Cpl Rowell of 3 Sqn, 16 Sig Regt. This truly memorable 
event was enjoyed by all. 

The Pimms stall manned by Sgt John Ackerley, Cfn Paddy Martin , 
Cpl 'Slip ' Skivington and Cfn Taff Tamcken 

FINANCIAL HEALTH CHECK 
BERNARD ANDREW THOMAS 

Having experienced service in the Armed Forces and Civilian life I 
believe I am particularly well placed to offer the type of Financial 
Planning and guidance on a personal and business level to suit 
any occasion . 

The Financial Hea lth Check is designed to take account of your 
financial goals, needs and commitments, and assist in developing 
a plan to help you protect the present and ensure the future . It 
does this by pooling all information about your current financial 
position and producing a comprehensive report. 

• What you would like to achieve financially in the future . 

• Exactly how you stand at present. 

• The potential pitfalls and opportunities along the way. 

• A variety of options for achieving your goals. 

Furthermore, the Financial Health Check allows you to review and 
update your plans as and when you choose; be it on a regular 
basis or whenever circumstances change. 

If you are serving a full career, leaving shortly, or being made 
redundant. To meet your challenging environment. I can offer 
Financial Planning with Adaptability and Flexibility to meet the 
changing circumstance you are likely to experience. 

Without obligation. 
Please give me a call or fill in the coupon opposite. 
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4 SQUADRON (SUPPORT HELICOPTER) 
PERSONALITIES 
Sqn Comd Maj Ian Griffiths 
21C/ J Troop Comd Capt Andy Duncan 
SSM W0 2 (SSM) Joe Fairbairn, YofS W02 (YofS) Pete Martin , FofS 
SSgt (FofS) Steve Hutchinson , SQMS SSgt (SQMS) Gary Foster, I 
Troop Comd SSgt Neil White, Tp SSgt J Troop SSgt Trev Jenkins, 
O Troop Comd Sgt Stretch Pearson . 

GULF MEDAL PARADE 
On a cold and windy March day Maj Gen J . 0. C. Alexander CB 

OBE presented Gulf Medals to 91 members of the Regiment who 
served on Op Granby. Of this total some 56 medals were presented to 
personnel from the Squadron. In addition SSgt Paul Wareham (4 
Sqn-now 204 Sig Sqn) was presented with his LS & GC medal. 
Congratulations to all. 

Gulf medal recipients 
EXERCISE TACOMEX 

Ex Tacomex March 1992 was an exercise held in Greece by 244 Sig 
Sqn (AS) and was particularly significant because: It was the firs.t time 
that British Soldiers had exercised in Greece for 19 years and 1t was 
the Squadron' s last deployment prior to their move. 

Attached to 244 Sig Sqn for the exercise were four members of 4 
Sqn. Those involved were W02 (YofS) Pete Martin, Sigs Dave 
Aitken, Stan Stanway and 'Pops' Poppleton. 

The exercise started with the deployment, in four chalks, of the 
vehicles and personnel to Greece by Hercules during the peri<?d 11/12 
March 1992. We flew to Thessaloniki on the North Eastern up of the 
Aegean Sea-the place is a haven for sun worshippers during the 
summer months but they were conspicuous by their absence as it was 
later discovered that Greece was suffering its coldest March for 25 
years-and we were there to experience it-it even snowed on the RRB 
crew! 

Control was quickly established at Gianitsa and the exercise started 
seriously with TOC 1, under the control of Capt Ma.tt Fensot:?, ~nd 
TOC 2, commanded by Capt "Neil Makepeace, deploying to their field 
locations and establishing communications. Dunng the next eight 
days the Exercise Controller, Maj Alan Hutt, put .both T?Cs through 
their paces and by Endex all of the Operator trammg devised by W02 
(YofS) Mick Brady had been achie~ed and we coul~ now.look forw~rd 
to R and R with a clear conscience. The mam pomt to notice 
throughout the field exercise was the friendliness of the Gr.ee~s-they 
were very helpful and sociable to the point where they ms1sted on 
sharing their bottle of Ouzo with us!-if they ever ran out we were 
going to suggest drinking our equivalent-battery acid! . 

During the R and R phase it was decided to play the Greek. nat10n~l 
sport- basketball and this was when t~e 'old and bold ' ca_me mto their 
own . Sig Stan Stanway had the audacity to sugge t that It was an old 
man's sport so the old men took up the challenge and three .hours lat~r 
when they were still scoring baskets-the 'young uns' decided that it 
wasn't an old man's sport after all, it was just that the younger 
elements were not very good at it! . 

Recovery to the UK was over the peri<?d 23/~4 March 1992-ba~k 
to a wet and windy RAF Lyneham. All m all 1t was a good exercise 
and a unique experience and, at the end-another country to be 
zapped by the Red Hand Gang. 
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BAOR INDIVIDUAL CHAMPIONS 
Two members of 4 Sqn have achieved the distinction of being the 

BAOR winners of their individual spo rts. 
LCpl Turnbull won his weight in the BAOR Judo Competition and 

fin ished runner up in the open class. 
Sgt Pollard won the BAOR Individual Squash Competition and 

went on to finish runner up in the Army Championship. 

Winners - LCpl Turnbull and Sgt Pollard 

GOLF TROOP 
PERSONALITIES 
Tp Comd Capt F. A. Williams 
3rd Line/ Tp SSgt SSgt Watson 
Roetgen Detachment SSgt (FofS) ~enley, RAF(G) Systems SSgt 
Weatherill, Starrnet Control SSgt King. 

INTER-TROOP COMPETITION 
This competition was launched by our Sqn Comd (Maj Bartliff) as 

a means of getting all the disperse~ TrOOJ?S together. <?n a mon~hly 
basis. The inaugural event was a I 0 pm bowling compeuuon. orgam~ed 
by L Troop and held at Laarbruch. There were some 1mpress1ve 
bowling by the team of SSgts Des Watson, Steve Kin~, Sgts Llo~d 
Bath Roelf Bruinsa Ian McWhirter and Kev Esson which resulted m 
a res~unding victory for G Troop by a massive 220 pins. . 

The Troop was then tasked with organising the next event as 1t 
would also be our last because of our transfer to 16 Sig Regt. 
Badminton was the favoured event and the fact that Sgt Lloyd ~~th 
is a Regiment standard player had no influence on the dec1 ion 
whatsoever. The team members this time were Sgts Lloyd Bath, Roelf 
Bruinsma, Gary Wilson, Ty Sanderson, Mac M~Anulty, Cpl A~dy 
Ingham and Sig Lance Swarbrick . The.result agam was a resoundmg 
victory for G Troop with the only pomts bemg dropped by Sgt Ty 
Sanderson . It is unclear whether Ty threw the games after SSgt Des 
Watson had asked the team Captain Sgt Lloyd Bath 'to drop a game 
because it's embarrassing'- Ty says yes he did . 
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n;L TION 
Congratulation to olle and And) Ingham on the birth of their 

daughter ter a, and no, we are not going to make a joke about 
nd) getting a per onal be t on the non-metallic pole (for the out

cro\,d, And) i an athlete). 
Congratulation al o go to Sgt Roelf Bruin ma and Martine on their 

recent marriaoe and we wi h them happine s in the future. 

F REWEL 
Farewells, our thanks and best wi hes go to Sgt Ronnie Bates, 

Barbara and family who have gone to Cyprus; Cpl 'Ski' Radzimierski 
and Y onne to 3 DSR; Cpl Pete Brindle, Sylvia and family to the 
AAC; LCpl Andy Jone; (and Fifi to Bruggen; Sig Daz Taylor, 
Ga nor and family back iO the Regiment; Sgt Gary Coxon, Margaret 
and family who are du~ to leave in the near future for the last ix 
months ervice in UK and finally to all a, 21 Sig Regt(AS). 

WEL OM 
'i e wel ome into the Troop gt Paul Bartlett, Donna and family; 

gt eil Blair, Nicola Jane and family; Cpl Terry Smith, Amale and 
family; ig Lance warbrick and Amanda; Sig Reg Dodkin; Mrs Pat 
enior and finally-hello to 16 Sig Regt especially 1 Sqn; we will get 

to kno\\ you all better in the Belgie bar in JHQ. 
The Troop transf rred to 16 Sig Regt and retitled Alpha Tp in April 

(for past members, G/ A Tps role has not changed-only its 
parentage). It is always sad when ties are severed, especially to a 
unique Air Support Regiment, but we bid you farewell and take this 
opportunity on behalf of all members past and present for the 
tremendou support you have given u throughout the year . 

To 16 ig Regt , we are all yours. A slight twist in the tale. On the 
15 April G/ A Tp Comd played Golf for 21 Sig Regt(AS) against 16 
Sig Regt in a rearranged League match. On the same evening he 
represented 16 Sig Regt in an Officers' Mess games night against 21 
Sig Regt(AS) ouch! 

To paraphra e SSgt Des Watson 'bye bye now.' 

K TROOP 
PERSONALITIES 
Tp Comd 
Tp SSgt 
Tech Sgt Tim Comyns. 

Capt Mike Kerr 
SSgt Kev Fitzpatrick 

It is sad to report that these are our last notes from the famed 
'Hairy' K Troop since its formation as pan of 12 Airformation Sig 
Regt in the 1950's due to disbandment on 29 May 1992. 

To mark this event 3 Sqn held a disbandment dinner for K Troop 
during which the Troop presented a picture of 2 Div Signals repairing 
cable on the Imphal Road 22 June-30 June 1944. Featured here are 
the remaining personnel of Kilo Tp with the last Phantom of RAF 
Wildenrath which now has its resting place in a war museum in 
Prague. 

Kilo Troop 
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WHO DID WHAT? 
Recent events had led to the removal of all Wildenrath's 

communications supplied over many years which has been most 
enlightening, and uncovered some real state-of-the-art equipments. 
Much of the work has been led by 'Mr Rumour ' himself, Cpl Ged 
Carthy and Sgt Tim the Tech Grouchotash Comyns. 

All work and no play makes Jack a dull boy or so the saying goes. 
So as not to move entirely from the military theme, K Troop organised 
an inter troop Paintball shoot out at RAF Laa~bruch uninhibi ted by 
being on away ground . K Troop warriors arrived at Laarbruch to do 
battle with the Squadron. Upon arriving Staff and the Tp Comd 
deserted to the ranks of SHQ. All troops then left, led by L Troop to 
the Paintball site; 20 minutes later we arrived with a bemused 
'Pathfinder Sig McKeown L Tp'. After a swift introduction to the 
rules and safety precaution , battle commenced. SHQ, led by the new 
QMSI 11 Sig Regt, Kev Fitzpatrick, and his old sweats from SHQ 
were promptly dispatched by K Troop B team. On conclusion of an 
enjoyable afternoon two members of the troop, no names mentioned, 
Sigs Andy Edgar and Chris Pengelly, were dispatched by LCpl 
'Backshot' Palmer to pick up the empties, which they did! 

CONGRATULATIONS AND FAREWELLS 
Congratulations to SSgt Kev Fitzpatrick on his promotion to W02 

and posting to 11 Sig Regt. Also to LCpl Danny Cain on his 
promotion to Cpl and posting to 9 Sig Regt. 

Fond farewell to the following to whom we wish all the best wishes 
for the future. Capt Mike Kerr to 28 Sig Regt, Cpl Ged Carthy to 632 
Sig Tp, LCpls Dex David and LCpl Michelle Linthwaite to Civ Div. 

To all the remaining troop members who are to remain part of 3 
Sqn in either H or L Troop we wish all the very best in your future 
posts . 

It is a sad day to see the demise of yet another Airfield Signal 
Troop, especially K Troop which has been at the forefront of air 
formation signalling for many years to be followed by N Troop next 
year. 

N TROOP 
Tp Comd Capt Gary Mason BEM 
Tp SSgt SSgt Dave Belshaw 
Senior Tech Sgt Sgt Phil Hill, Projects/ Maim SNCO Sgt 'Scouse' 
Sartorius, SNCO Troop Catering Sgt Calton, SNCO Computer 
Training Sgt 'MS DOS' Cowburn, SNCO Resettlement Rights/ Needs 
Sgt 'Walkabout' Farrell. 

The Troop took part in a Charity Event in April in Aid of Save the 
Children Fund. It was a joint effort with the RAF P &SS and the RAF 
Police Flight with MT Sqn making up the Team. 

CONGRATULATIONS 
Sig Eddy Edwards on his marriage to Sara and Sig Sal Webster on 

his marriage to Denise. Best wishes Sgt 'Dino' Farrell, Cpl J ohn 
Telford and Cpl 'Chippy' Wood we sincerely hope everything goes 
well for you and your families in the big wide world of civvy street. 

Cpl 'any course' Bullivant, Cpl 'go anywhere' Chinn and LCpl 
'Geordie' Maugham on their selection for promotion, well deserved 
(perhaps you will all now stop moaning) . 

FAREWELL AND THE VERY BEST OF LUCK TO 
Sgt Jim and Betty Jenkins to leave the Army on completion of 22 

years' Service, we hope you enjoy civilian life and that all goes well 
for you, thank you both for all your hard work for the Corps and 
thank you Betty from that young wayward soldier who always had a 
Christmas Dinner. LCpl Lucy Ambridge, we hope you enjoyed your 
time with the Corps-enjoy the RCT-you know where we are! 

LCpl Al and Carmen Richie off to sunny Cyprus, enjoy it! Sig 'Bad 
Knees' Pearce off to Belize, we bet your knees get better as the 
weather gets hotter, make the most of it! Last but not least to Clare 
our Tp Clerk, have a nice rest and we will see you back in the chair 
in a couple of months. 

WELCOME TO 
LCpl 'Elvis' Taylor, Sig Neil and Carol Wells and Sig 'Size 14' 

Cheyne, not forgetting Maria who has rejoined us. We hope you all 
enjoy your tour with the Troop. 
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BLUE PETER HELP THE AGED GOLDEN APPEAL 
Through the efforts of 2 Sqn, a 4 tonne truck load of empty cans 

was collected for the Blue Peter 'Help the Aged' Golden Appeal. The 
work was co-ordinated by LCpls Wigley and Grady. The cans were 
collected in one month from various locations around RAF 
Wildenrath. 

The picture shows LCpl Wigley handing over a sack of aluminium 
to Cpl Chase of RAF Gutersloh Police. Cpl Stewart supervised the 
despatch to UK. 

LCpl Wigley loads a sack of cans 

If you've spent time in the forces building up 

your techn ica l skil ls you certainly won't want to 

lose them when you leave. And that is why you 

should join Airwork. As a successful international 

company special ising in the supply of technica l 

and professional support services to the 

aerospace and defence industries worldwide, we 

have a constant need fo r more skilled personnel to 

join us in the fol lowing areas: 

Foreman of Signals, Radio and Systems 

Technicians to work on civilian contracts in the 
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ERICH KA TNER SCHUL 
The Schule which the Regiment has been as ociated with since 19 6 

was visited recently by Lady Wilson the wife of Air Ma hal Ir 
Andrew Wilson KCB AFC CinC RAFG. 

Lady Wilson meets the children from Erich Kastner Schule, 
Koblenz 

Middle East, as part of a large, highly motivated 

expatriate team. 

• Tax free salaries and allowances • Free 

messing and a ir-conditioned .accommodation • 

Free medical cCJ11 • Free life assurance • Good 

sporting and tecreatioool facilitits • Enjoyable 

social conditions • R~ular ~us leave with 

paid UK airpassages• Interesting.and 

challenging w~rk •The chance of promQtion. 

. Why not write (no stomp requ ired) quoting 

ref 006, w ith CV, to the Recruitment Manager, 

Airwork Limited, FREEPOST, Chri stchurch, Dorset 

BH23 6BR or telephone (0202) 572271 ext 221 4 fo r 

an application form. 

OAirwork 
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1 Q DRON 
ix repre entatives from l Sqn- 2Lt Ally Angus, Cpls Richie 

Richard on, Ginge Baxter, LCpl Rodders Rod\\ ell, Sigs Ju tine Kirk 
and ig Kev Ho\\ ell-were given marching order for eustadt on the 
Baltic ea. Their task was two-fold, firstly to present a 22 Sig Regt 
engraved clock to a Gastadt; econdly to represent I Sqn at a party 
with beer and food at 1972 prices. Would 2Lt Ally Angus have a riot 
on her hands? 

But why were J Sqn, 22 Sig Regt going to parties in eustadt miles 
from their home in Lippstadt? 

20 years ago J Sqn were part of a radio relay link between Newstadt 
on the Baltic ea and Neustadt on the Swi s Border. I Sqn were in the 
area of eustadt on the Baltic and were made welcome in the rather 
sleepy sea ide town, in particular by one Gaststane, Gaststatte Am 
Kiebitzberg run expertly by Peter and Liesel Vollenbroich even though 
they had only started the business that year. Many friend hips were 
made and since that exercise many from I Sqn have returned to 

eustadt. On l April 1992, Peter and Liesel held a 20th Anniversary 
Celebration. The invitation to join this celebration was extended to J 
Sqn through Capt (Ret'd) Gordon Park who was SSM 1 Sqn in 1972. 

Our reception wa quite overwhelming-we were honoured with 
free food and drink and the companionship of the Gaststatte regular 
clientele. Stamina awards to the l Sqn repre entatives; the party 
started at 1100 hrs and finished at 0200 hrs. A special award is given 
to Cpl Richie Richardson for his hidden musical talent with chicken 
shakers and a tamborine. The I Sqn special relationship with 
Newstadt will continue . . . beyond disbandment. 

Liesel holding the 22 Sig Regt Clock, with from left to right: Sig 
Justine Kirk, 2Lt Ally Angus, Cpl Ginge Baxter, Sig Kev Howell 

ana LCpl Rodders Rodwell 

2SQUADRON 
PERSONALITIES 
Sqn Comd Maj Paul Wilkin 
2IC Lt James Giscombe 
SSM W02 <SSM) Nigel Samm, YofS SSgt (YofS) Chris Nutt, FofS 
SSgt (Fo~) Martin Davies, SQMS SSgt (SQMS) Steve Carr, Ops Sgt 
Carlo mclair, C Tp Comd Lt Gavin Williams, SSgt Mick Alcock, 
D Tp Comd Lt Charlie Foster, SSgt Mick Shirley, Sgt Matt Murray 
gt Dave Pickersgill, E Tp Comd 2Lt Sally Rees, SSgt Scotty Scott' 

Sg1 Paul Davies, gt Paul Easter. ' 
2 S.qn has beerr a hive of activity due to. the recent departures, busy 

exercise programme and preparations for disbandment. 
Congratulations go to Maj Paul Wilkin who has been here long 
~nough to find his office and take three weeks leave. Sad departures 
mclude S gt Bob Clair, Sgt Mick 'millionaire' RJlph, Cpl M. 
Emmerson, LCpl 'Cookie' Cook and last but not least the terrible 
twins Sigs Trevor Guest and Stevie Callaghan who will be sorely 
missed for their contributions to NAAFI bar profits. 
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Congratulations go to the Squadron Cricket Team for winning the 
Inter Squadron Competition and Cpl (now Sgt) Mark Pounsett for 
skippering the Regimental offshore sailing boat and achieving runner 
up in the 3 Armd Div Kiel Regatta, LCpl Barry Heanes for 3rd place 
in the BAOR Fencing Championships, and finally, Sig Ian Hare for 
winning the most improved golfer at the Corps Meet. 

Socially the old and bold seniors and subalterns had a good time 
dining out Sgt Mick Ralph at the local Kegelbahn. E Troop welcomed 
2Lt Sally Rees with a lively barbecue down at the Mohnesee, which 
wa only topped by D Troop locking up Cpl Steve Murdoch and 
releasing him for his surprise birthday party, all organised by his wife 
Sharon. A good time was had by all with LCpl 'Hodgy• Hodgins 
winning the Troops cake throwing party. 

Finally, congratulations go to Sgts Mark Pounsett and Ian 
McGregor on collecting their third tape. Well done. 

1st LIPPSTADT GUIDES REPORT 
The 1st Lippstadt Guides have been involved in two fund raising 

events recently. Firstly a Daffodil Tea Party which raised about 
DM250 for the Welsh Training Centre at Broneiron, North Wales. 
The event coincided with other Daffodil Tea Parties taking place all 
over UK. 

Secondly the Rainbows, Brownies and Guides organised a fun 
hockey match and fete. 

Although a damp day the event was well supported and an 
incredible DM1350 was raised . This will be presented to the Hospital 
Amenities Fund at BMH Rinteln to be used to help the children with 
special needs. 

The two colourful hockey teams, Sgt Sam Street holding the 
winners trophy 

Mrs Sara Crew (Unit Guider, on the left) with all the Rainbows, 
Brownies, Guides with Guiders and helpers at the end of the fete 
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REGIMENTAL OFFSHORE SAILING TEAM 
'Five men in a boat' by Lt C. R. Foster 

On 8 May the desperate windlashed crew of Pochard led by the 
saltiest seadog of them all, Sgt Mark Pounsett with Cpls Paul 'iron 
helm' Downie, Alan '.the chef' Darracott, LCpl Stevie 'fixit' Garrett 
and myself _Lt C~a.rhe Foster, all competed in the 3rd Armd Div 
Offshore Sail Trammg Week. 

The six day event saw us saili~~ up to Sonderburg, completing two 
'round the cans/round th~ proh1b1t area races'. two novice races, two 
day passages and a long night passage back to Kiel. Highlights of the 
week included Cpl Alan Darracott's breakfasts my stunning 
navigation which saw us missing a 'can' on the short round the cans 
race and finally finishing first in the 17 hour long night race. 

The week started badly by us leaving all but one foresail behind on 
the first evenings warm up sail; then losing two plates due to a strong 
gust on a beat and to cap it all, taking five attempts to moor back at 
JSSC. After a good evening socialising in JSSC's bar it was off to 
Fredricka Light and our first morning's race. In a11' our races we 
enjoyed excellent starts and excellent finishes, it was just the part in 
between we had difficulty with. We found we had good boat speed 
down wind but were slower than most of the fleet on the upwind legs. 
Small setbacks during racing included being snagged by a fishing net 
and having our mainsail halyard break during reefing. The weather 
conditions were also perfect for adventurous training: wet cold with 
strong gusting winds containing short lived violent squaiis. ' 

By the end of the week the crews team work, sense of humour and 
boat tuning had all resulted in better boat speed. After a few 
disappointing earlier races, it was satisfying to pop out in front on the 
night race especially after we had been becalmed for nearly an hour. 

In summary we all had a good time, with the races being both 
competitive and close but friendly. Our achievements as runners-up to 
Capt Callum Clark's 3 ADSR boat was commendable. I would just 
like to thank JSSC Kiel and Col Evans RE for a well organised and 
rewarding week adventurous sailing. 

REGIMENT AL DINGHY SAILING COURSE 
Twelve soldiers attended a level two RY A Sailing Course at the 

Mohnesee Sailing Club on 13-17 April. The course began in strong 
winds and ended up in light to fresh. From the word go all students 

were well reefed down and had to work hard and learn fast. It wa 
exciting sailing and despite one involuntary jibe by 2Lt ally Ree , 
resulting in a capsize all the remainder of the course maintained good 
control. By the third day it was obvious to all the instructors that the 
strong gusty winds had ensured a high standard of sailing. Thus, as 
the winds settled down all students had an above average 
understanding for basic sailing techniques. On the final day the 
practical assessment went extremely well, with everyone including the 
Commanding Officer passing comfortably. This was followed by a 
mini regatta which was won by Sig McCracken and the most improved 
student was won by Cpl Taff Davies. A good time was had by all. 

CORPS SEAVIEW REGATTA 
The Regiment entered two three man crews for the Royal Signals 

Seaview Regatta on the Isle of Wight. The 'A' boat being helmed by 
Cpl Paul Downie and crewed by Capt A. R. Cook REME and Cpl 
John Driver; the. 'B' boat helmed by Cpl (now Sgt) Mark Pounsett and 
crewed by Sgt Martin Hayter (from the School of Signals) and Cfn 
Brenden Bourke. Seaview Sailing Club has available for charter ten 
Mermaid Yachts all in immaculate condition and extremely well 
matched. Once the draw was over the racing began in light winds 
making the start critical. Both 'A' and 'B' boats did not make the best 
of starts and after the first days racing Cpl Paul Downie was lying 3rd 
overall with Cpl Mark Pounsett lying about 8th. 

After an excellent dinner for all competitors and officials the second 
day's racing began with similar light air conditions freshening into the 
afternoon. Both teams began the day with better performances with 
the exception of the second race when Cpl Mark Pounsett was forced 
to retire after touching a moored boat. After the regatta came to an 
end the first place had already been decided but 2nd and 4th was still 
being keenly contested. All the second day races ended with the same 
five boats out front and except for Capt Dave Ellis in overall first 
place, anyone of the next three boats could make second place. All the 
crews by now had the tacking and spinnaker drills off to a fine art and 
the standard of racing was improving with every race. This year 
wasn't to be 22 Sig Regts' best performance but it could have gone 
either way with the competition being so close. Cpl Paul Downie 
ended in 4th place and Cpl Mark Pounsett in 8th . Both were selected 
to represent the Corps in the forthcoming triangular. 

28 (BR) Sig Regt (NORTHAG) 
BFPO 35 

HQ SQUADRON 
PERSONALITIES 
Sqn Comd Maj P. Cain 
SSM W02 (SSM) B. Martin-Pitt, Sqn Clerk LCpl R. Dunn, Post 
NCO LCpl G. Smith. 

First and foremost SHQ bids farewell to the 2IC Capt G. Harwood 
MBE and his wife Jenny on their posting to 608 Sig Tp, and farewell 
also to LCpl Shipsey the Sqn Clerk to 30 Sig Regt. 

Welcome to W02 (SSM) B. Martin-Pitt from JCUFI and LCpl 
Dunn from l Sqn (now you'll have to work for a living). 

Congratulations to Maj Peter Cain on completion of yet another 
marathon. Although word has it he has now taken up football in a big 
way and was seen limping for some time after the annual Officers' v 
Sergeants' Mess match . 

MT SUPPORT SQUADRON 
PERSONALITIES 
MTO Capt Ben Britton 
Brit Sgt Sgt Shaun 'Porky' Croft, NATO Sgt Sgt 'Al' Eley. 

Well it has been a busy time again because of the annual. Ger~an 
TUV inspection. A lot of man hours and hard work were put in , wh1~h 
showed in the result, a record breaking first time pass. So a very big 
well done to all! 

We have just said farewell to three men:iber~ of the_ Troop. SSgt 
(now W02 (SSM)) Pete O' Connor and his wife Deruse who have 
moved to I Sqn (look out I Sqn!) . Both will be missed, good luck to 
you both. Sig Neil Wake (who can now drive) also went to I Sqn 
(some say he only went as the SSM's coffee maker?). again good luck, 
another one who will be missed because he is never off the football 
pitch. Finally farewell to LCpl Sayer who ha~ got a posting to 'Civ 
Div' via the 'Hotel in Colly'. Good luck to him when he gets out. 

We welcome to the MT, Cpl Anderson from 16 Sig Regt, Cpl 
Greaves from 3 Armd Div Sig Sqn, Sig Dukes from the factory at 8 
Sig Regt-hope you all enjoy your tour. 
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The Troop has been rewarded for their hard work over TUV, by 
having a sports' afternoon, every afternoon for the last two weeks 
(which was a long time considering). Also Sgt 'Porky' Croft ran in the 
Rotterdam Marathon on 5 April and finished with a time of 3 hrs 29 
mins. Well done to the Troop and keep up the good work (and the 
sports afternoons!). 

TM TROOP by Sgt Holmes 

THE GRAND TOUR 
The mist swirled, chains were tightened, brakes checked, calf 

muscles oiled and massaged: 'The Tour De France?' no, TM Tp's 
first bike ride of the season. 

Our mission, to explore the local countryside, with 'pit stop • at 
certain 'watering holes'. The most original bike competition was won 
by Sig Stuart Sanderson, the square back wheel did it. The on bike 
stunt squad soon started their tricks, LCpl Doug Celerier's ' Jimmy' 
and LCpl Steve Carter's 'side saddle wheely' being equal competition 
for the 'White Helmets', even if a little slower. After the slighr 
misunderstanding, with Cpl Mick Scanlon 's velocipede, Sgt Chris 
Holmes tried a dismount on the move. The grass verge was 
.undamaged and Capt Bob Morley was on hand straight away with 
first aid for the bike! The sand track had LCpl Chrissy Giles wishing 
she had a mountain bike too. 

The day was captured on video by LCpl Damian Thorpe, (if the 
tape gets out you're in big trouble!) . 

THE QM DEPARTMENT 
The photograph was a once in a lifetime opportunity to catch all in 

station at the same time. 
Congratulations to Cpl Neil and Lisa Blenkinsop on the birth of 

their first daughter Laura Ann. 
Good luck to SSgt Guy and Audre:t Russell who along with Sgt 

Brian Lowe return to civilian life. 
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inall} a w rm \ ·elcome to gt Gar. Doran RAOC and his wife 
Paulin • 

QM Department 

1 Q ADRON 
The quadron would like to extend a warm welcome to W02 ( SM) 

Pete O'Connor and hi wife Dei:Use, Sgt Chris Bough and hi wife 
arah, and ig Hogan. A fond farewell to W02 (SSM) 'Al' Davey and 

Lin who have made the quantum leap acros to Training Wing, Sgt 
Dave Inman and Cath off to Blandford for his Yeoman's cour e, Sgt 
Colin Warnes to 15 Sig Regt, and finally to Sgts 'Bri' Ridley and Janet 
away to the sunny climes of Colchester. Good luck one and all. 

LS & GC PRESENTATION 
On 8 May Comd Comm BAOR, Brig Stokoe OBE presented Cpl 

Jed Major with hi Long Service and Good Conduct Medal (which 
everybody knows hould be known as LS and WGC Long Service and 
Without Getting Caught), this fact was pointed out by Brig Stokoe as 
he stated ' 15 year undetected crime'. The presentation took place in 
the Corporals' Me s, with all Mess members and a few invited guests, 
including Jed's brother and ome of the Troop' seniors. 

INTER TROOP ATHLETICS 
Inter-Troop athletics were held on Friday 8 May. It was a rainy day 

but out came Golf and Foxtrot Tps wilh elements of Delta Tp split 
between them . 

Again another good year for the Squadron , with Cpl Eddie Palmer 
leading Golf Tp and Cpl 'Robo' Roberton leading Foxtrot Tp. 

From the tart, normal troop rivalry prevailed with Sgt Geordie 
imp on saying daily 'we will beat Golf this time' . Alas, it was not 

to be to Foxtrot's liking. Golf Tp came econd overall with Foxtrot 
coming third, trailing three points behind. 

A good day was had by all and, as il was said throughout the 
competition, 'It's the taking part that counts'. Better luck next time 
F Troop. 

BOXli G TEAM 
The Regimental Boxing Team enjoyed a very succe sful 1991 -92 

boxing eason . The climax was defeating 21 Sig Reg1 (AS) 6-3 on 21 
ovember 1991. 

The Boxing Squad 
Standing Left- Right: LCpl Booth, Sigs Burke, Toomes, Chipping, 

Lester, LCpl Bean, Sig Whitehead 
Kneeling Left- Right: LCpls Campbell, Celerier, Sigs Gibbard, 
Proctor, McKenzie, Cpl Doherty, Sigs Clement, Ward, Cpl 

Robertson 

The Regiment continued on to the BAOR quarter final where we 
were drawn against the Royal Welch Fusiliers in Berlin . They proved 
to be extremely trong for us and the Regiment suffered a 7- 2 defeat. 
All boxers gave of their best and can be proud of their commitment 
and determination. 
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ext wa the BAOR individual champion hips held in Berlin from 
9-11 March 1992. Three boxers entered: LCpls Bean, Campbell and 

ig Ward. 
The first lO fight was LCpl Bean who overpowered his opponent 

;rnd won to progres to the semi final. ln the semi final LCpl Bean was 
overmatched and lost by a knockout. ext up was LCpl Campbell, 
who looked to be well in control of his fight until he unluckily 
di lo ated hi boulder and was forced to retire. Sig Ward had a really 
hard conte t which could have gone either way, but the judges gave 
it 10 Ward who was now in the final. Once there, Sig Ward never 
looked to be in any trouble and after three well fought rounds he was 
declared BAOR Champion in the light heavyweight division . ig 
Ward was to go to the Army Finals in Aldershot but unluckily he was 
involved in a car accident just prior to the finals and could not box . 
He i fit and well now and looking forward to defending his title in 
1993. 

RCZ SAAM 
During a perfect week of weather and shooting, the Regimental 

teams brought out some of our excellent veteran shots uch as Maj 
Coupar, Cpl 'Taff' Shane, LCpl Andy Sargeant, some new talent 
(some not so new) was also discovered: SSgt Chris Bough, LCpl Chris 
Giles and Sig 'Clunk ' (that's the sound of an empty mag) Perrin. 

Between the male and female teams 16 individual medals and five 
team gold medals were won. 

The female team led by LCpl Sue Lambie came in joint first only 
to be beaten on the hoot which gave them a well deserved Silver 
medal. 

The male team, led by Cpl Wiggy Wigmore set off at a pace that 
could get you eight minute BIT pass. They completed the course in 
1 hr 44 mins which gave us 30 bonus points. On the shoot the team 
scored approximately 138 points which put them into first place . 

RESULTS 
March and Shoot (Male) 1st 28 Sig Regt Trophy and 12 Gold . 
March and Shoot (Female) 2nd 28 Sig Regt 8 Silver. 
During the medal presentation one of the OAPs of the team Capt 

Messenger RPC said 'What a way to leave the Army'. 
Now on a sad note we must say goodbye to three members of the 

Regimental Shooting Team and they are Capt Paul Messenger, Cpl 
'Taff' Shane and Sig Reg Perrin all three are leaving the Army in the 
near future . We wish them and their families all the best for the 
future. 

TEAMS 
Female: Cpls Hindley, Sparling, LCpls Giles, Darby, Lambie, Sigs 

Christie, Cooney, Templeton. 
Male: Maj Coupar, Capt Messenger RPC, Capt Jewell AGC, SSgt 

Bough, Sgt Wareing, Cpls Shane, Mapstone, Wigmore, LCpls 
Sargeant, Towers, Shears, Sigs Perring, Brooker, Nicholas. 

Regimental Shooting Team 

FAREWELL/ WELCOME/CONGRATULATIONS 
There have been many departures recently. Our best wishes go to 

Capt Lawrence, Cpls Blight, Clarke, Flint, LCpl Bell, Sigs Gordon, 
Sangha and also Cpl Tony Shutler andSig 'Fraz' Frazer to civvy street 
and Cpl Rodger Bradley retarding to Stores Accountant and then to 
225 Sig Sqn. Good luck to you all. After all the farewells we have had 
a few replacements and welcome to LCpl Owens our new Sqn Clerk 
fro.m. 201 Sig Sqn and Sigs Hall, Hughes, Jackson and McNally from 
tra1rung. 

Finally congratulations to LCpl Dave Hodge on his recent marriage 
to LCpl Wendy Clark. 
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30 Sig Regt 
Blandford Camp 

30 SIGNAL REGIMENT 
PERSONALITIES 
CO Lt Col S. J. Kidner 
21C Maj T. J. Hendren MBE 
Adjt Capt D. G. Halstead , RSM WOl (RSM) Drain , Chief Clerk 
W02 (ORQMS) Harradine BEM. 

LS & GC MEDAL PRESENTATIONS 
On a sunny Friday 8 May the CO Lt Col S. J. Kidner , presented LS 

& GC medals to SSgt P.A. Horton BEM, SSgt Y. M. Walkins (AG 
Corps), Sgt P. Kerr and Cpl C. P. Maidment in the Sergeants' Mess. 
SSgt Eve Watkins' sister and brother-in-law and Cpl Chris 
Maidment's wife Sarah witnessed the Presentations. 

The CO made a short speech before the celebrations. SSgt Watkins 
and Sgt Kerr will soldier on in RHQ while SSgt Paul Horton departs 
shortly, on promotion, for 4 Armd Div HQ and Sig Regt in Herford 
and Cpl Maidment departs for civilian life burdened with a large 
cheque! 

L to R: Adjt Capt Halstead, SSgt Horton, Lynne Butterworth, SSgt 
Watkins, John Powell, CO Lt Col S. J. Kidner, Sgt ~err, Mrs 

Maidment, Cpl Maidment and W01 (RSM) Drain 

I SQUADRON 
PERSONALITIES 
Sqn Comd Maj T. P. Rimel! 
2IC Capl A. D. Burgin . 
A Tp Comd Capt S. Macleod , B Tp Comd Capt J. A. Compston, 
SSM W02 (SSM) S. Campbell, FofS WOl (FofS) T. Inman, YofS 
SSgt (SQMS) B. Stanton, Sqn Clk LCpl M. Didcock. 

ALPHA TROOP 
After the Squadron deployment to Gambia and Ascension Island, 

in March we ventured to Pengally Training Camp in Wales as part of 
a training exercise to get our mandatory tests completed and were 
back there two weeks later for a comms training exercise, down the 
road at Templeton, the difference being £6.40 to cross the _Severn 
Bridge! The Troop has also been involve~ i_n a number of equ1i;>me~t 
demonstrations for a wide range of v1S1tors and an exercise in 
Gibraltar, as well as the Freedom of Blandford Parade. 

We welcome the following: Cpl Norm Richie, LCpl Bing Crosbie, 
Sigs Craig Bowles and Warren Little. We say goodbye and good luck 
to the following: Sig Dave McCall, Sig C. J. Ball, LCpl John 
Dennison, LCpl Paul Westcott. 

A separate hello and goodbye to Cpl E. T. Tait an? LCpl Lord who 
both arrived from 9 Sig Regt, only to fly out to 254 Sig S9n ~ few days 
later. Never mind fellows, at least you'll get a gong this time! 

A special mention for Sig Warren Little who arriv_ed in the Troop 
on a Friday and then deployed to Wales on the followmg Monday. He 
was found in the Admin 9 x 9 boiling a pan of water. When asked by 
his Det Comd, Cpl Andy Fife, if he was making a brew, he replied 
'No, I'm just trying to keep warm!' 

EXERCISE FOREST RUN . 
Ex Forest Run was a navigational exercise held by Alpha Tp in the 

New Forest. The Troop was split into teams of three, each tea~ ~av
ing to negotiate a !Okm course and answer· ome very difficult 
questions The course had been prepared by Sgt Bob Clubb and Cpl 
Pat Patri~k, who are Alpha Tp's resident ramblers , in more ways than 
one. 
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Fortunately the finish point was co-located with an open all day 
public house, so a cut off time for stragglers was thought unnece sary! 
Each team completed the course successfully but not all answered the 
questions correctly; Sgt Jim Ramshaw's team was particularly 
disappointing. With everyone safely home we then retired to the pub 
for lunch. 

BRAVO TROOP 
The sun shone down on the picturesque National Trust Reserve 
Studland Bay, with its golden sands and tranquil waters. Enter Bravo 
Tp, complete with beach games, barbecue equipment and 
miscellaneous liquid refreshments, under the command of our leader 
Capt Jamie Compston and his law enforcer Sgt Al Balsdon. After 
obtaining permission from the Chief Warden lO use the beach we 
relaxed after our rigorous training schedule. 

Cooks of the day were LCpl Ian Sandman and LCpl Helen 
Richardson. There were no reported illnesses so well done to those 
two. The day progressed with volleyball and softball, the teams fought 
well, but the Tp Comd's team was led to victory with honour and 
integrity and the odd 'My office Monday 0830 hrs' to settle any 
'mistakes' the umpire happened to make. Stars of the match were Cpl 
Kev 'Coordination' Gardiner and Sig Lee 'Butthead' PaiJing. 

2SQUADRON 
ON TOUR 
Sqn Comd Maj Peter Telford MBE 
SSM W02 (SSM) Benny Bywater 
YofS W02 (YofS) Bill Thompson, FofS SSgt (FofS) Graham 
Ramsdale, Rad Tp Comd 2Lt Craig Sutherland, Rad Tp Sgt Sgt Keith 
Bibbins. 

In Camp: 
Sqn Comd Capt Ian Hunter 
SSM W02 (SSM) Neil Duncan 
SQMS SSgt Bob Hay, Delta Tp Comd Lt Spencer Mannings, Echo Tp 
Comd Sgt Andy McKie. 

HELWS, GOODBYES AND CONGRATULATIONS 
Farewell lO Maj Mark Perry and Vicky, thank you both for all that 

you have done over the years, all the best at Staff College. Hello to 
Maj Peter Telford, Harriet and brand new baby Sarah Louise, good 
to see he's keeping up the tradition of the Sqn Comd always being 
away! 

With the Sqn Comd and Echo Tp Comd away on Op Hanwood, 
and with the imminent departure of the rest of the officers, we're now 
looking for replacements. Criteria is as follows: must be prepared to 
travel lots; must be prepared to stay away for long periods; must be 
single, or have ~ very understanding wife; n~ prior ex~erience of the 
equipment requ1red. No one else has seen 1t before either. Anyone 
interested? 

Virtually all the recent goings on in 2 Sqn can be summed up in 
three subject areas: Op Hanwood , Ex Ten Tors and VSC 501 
exercises/ demos. 

OPERATION HANWOOD 
UNSCR 743 was adopted on 21 February, urging the U Secretary 

General to deploy a UN Protection Force (UNPROFOR) to Croatia 
at the earliest opportunity. A decision was made lO send 
approximately fourteen thousand UN troops lO Croatia. The HQ was 
to be in Sarajevo (in Bosnia Herzogovinia) which, at the time, was 
relatively peaceful. The troops would be spread within four UN 
Protected Areas (UNPA), each of which would be commanded at I 
star level: The UK's commitment was to send 24 (Airmobile) Field 
Ambulance to provide second line medical support to the UN troop . 
The Regiment (primarily 2 Sqn) wa tasked with providing 'in-theatre' 
comms and rear links for the Field Ambulance. 

Over recent months, preparation and training have taken place in 
survival in built-up areas (SIBUA), mine and booby-lrap awareness, 
first aid, weapon training and many other subjects. 1 Sqn has 
provided assistance in the form of a COMMCEN crew headed by 
LCpl 'Dot' Cotton and a 522 HF Det led by LCpl 'Scouse' J_o~n on. 

At the end of April, an Advance Element deployed cons1sung of 
Maj Telford, SSgt Bywater, W02 (YofS) Thompon, Cpl 'Daz' 
Sheerin, Cpl 'Skin' Smith, LCpl 'Woody' Wood and Sig 'Ho ' 
Cartwright. Due to the con tant changes of plan feedback has ensured 
that no one has had time to become bored. 

Despite the usual 'on-the-bus, off-the-bus ' routine, with no one 
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quite -nO\\ ing when the deployment would take place, the vehicles got 
und r wa\ and the main party deployed in the first week of June. 
Good luck to them all . 

\ 501 EXER I /DEMOS 
D pite the numerou exercise and demos that have dotted our 

programme recently it has been noted that there are some who are not 
!ear on the procedure for reque ting 501 support. For those unsure 

of the proce , here is a Ii t of the JO main points to follow: 

The weekend i l>Y far the best time. 
lf you want a 501 for a Monday morning please book it at 1630 hrs 
on the previous Friday. 

ever give more than two weeks notice. 
Full a tivations are much preferred to 'dish and lights' only. 
Whene er po ible, reque t full cam and CEFO. 
The more data systems required the better. 
If you've got any new equipment that you've failed to get working 
please give it to us to try . 
If you know we are doing a demo on a particular day, please choose 
another one so that we can fill our timetable. 

!ways remember to is ue a wrong CRLI as it gives the operators 
much practke in engineering the circuit. 
Please remember all the different colour schemes we offer: 
green/black, white/black, sand, white with UN markings. If we don't 
have one in the right colour we can easily repaint one! 

250 GURKHA SIGNAL SQUADRON 
PERSONALITIES 
Sqn Comd Maj A. P. R. Roberts 
SQGO Capt (QGO) Mekhman Gurung 
V Tp Comd Lt P.A. Harlow, W Tp Comd Lt Govinde Gurung, SSM 
W02 Bomkarna Rai, FofS SSgt (FofS) Wilson, YofS SSgt (YofS) B. 
D. Colvin, SQMS Sgt Yogesh Thapa. 

OUT-OF-AREA 
The Gurkha Sqn of our out-of-area Regiment is currently providing 

British host nation communications in Onerburn. Confused? So were 
we, but everything is explained by two simple expressions: AMF~), 
and ATO. Mind you, they're not as powerful as you might thrnk. 
When we arrived the pre-planned site for the Main HQ was being used 
by the Camp Commandant's horses. Obviously NATO had to move. 

ow they are on top of a nice bare, windswept hill and , better still, 
it's only 4km to the admin site for food, sleeping etc. 

When we arrived for Ex Allegiance Exchange there was nobody 
else here except loads of Gunners. The bright ideas section in SHQ 
decided it was an ideal opportunity to do a bit of military training. 
The highlight was kabbadi (known to the Brit element as 'cup of tea') 
which was basically murder ball in NBC kit. This drew a good crowd 
of multi-national passers by. 

Everyone else bas arrived now, so we can hand back the circuits we 
put in for the German Wire Coy. Strange when the HQ and staff 
arrive before the comms-still, that's NATO. 

EXERCISE CATIERICK CANTER (or S go mad on motorcycles) 
The 'CYGNET CYCLONF.S' 

S gt (YofS) Keith Emmerson (Team Leader), Sgt Paul Brickell (Mr 
Fix It) Cpl Paul Ruddock (Team Coach), Cpl Rick Hogan (good at 
crashing), J,Cpl Mick James REME (even better at crashing) and LCpl 
Craig Henderson REME (Team Mechanic/Photographer/Driver),. 

Ex Catterick Canter was a one day three stage motorcycle trial, 
organised by the RCT and held at Gandale Training Area on Sunday 
9 February. A team of keen motorcyclists from the Regiment decided 

Cpl Rick Hogan at speed, in control? 
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to enter the competition, but the first problem wa that this unit does 
not hold any motorbikes. 

After trawling the District the only unit th~t could be pe~sua~ed to 
part with their machines were the RMP at T!dw~rth . So with smcere 
promises not to thrash or damage the mach1~es m a!ly way we ~ere 
off and running, which unfortunately couldn t be said for the bikes. 
Enter Craig 'Big Foot' and the' Henderson (REM~) and aft~r some 
magic our four Armstrong MT 500s were all startmg, stoppmg and 
going well . 

The team deployed to Catterick to get in some much ne~ded 
practice. On arrival we were extremely well looked after by _vanous 
people around the Garrison: 8 Sig Regt provided acco.mmodat1on a.nd 
messing, MT allowed us to use a garage to store the bikes and provide 
a team base and the White Helmets offered endless advice and 
practical help . 

We entered the competition as a beginners' team and Cpl 'Shady' 
Ruddock entered as a novice on his own machine. The course was very 
tough, riders were expected t.o take their machines over very rough 
terrain including over rocks m a quarry, through dense woods, up 
deep streams, down gulleys and up some near .vertical hil! climbs, not 
to mention the mud. This all had to be done without putupg your feet 
down, for some riders it was enough just to get round. Cpl Ruddock 
acted as team coach and turned in an excellent performance on the 
day . However, due to a mechanical breakdown he could not complete 
what could have been a winning run . The other riders Sgt Paul 'Out 
of Control' Brickell who was our next most experienced rider, having 
been a Queen's Messenger and once even crashed outside the Palace, 
blasted his way round the course and gained a good result. The rest 
of the team got round, one way or another, and all managed to finish 
up in the results table. 

This exercise was an introduction to a very demanding sport. The 
Trial required preparation, skill, stamina, strength and 
determination, yet yielded a great sense of achievement. If v:e can get 
the motorcycles all riders would like to take part m future 
competitions. 

The Team 
L to R: Cpls Rick Hogan, Shady Ruddock, YofS Keith Emmerson , 

Sgt Paul Brickell and LCpl Mick James REME 

INTER SQUADRON ATHLETICS 
On a typically 'wet Arctic' day on Mount Blandfo~d, Squadron 

teams from the Regiment assembled at Bog Marsh which resembled 
the Garrison Athletics' Track, to start the not-so-annual Inter
Squadron athletics' competition. 

The first event, the IOOm 12 x 12 dash, required any member of the 
teams present to catch the 12 x 12 which hurled itself down the IOOm 
straight. 

Once the first event was away, the IOOm heats, the teams started to 
enjoy the rain and wind because everyone was soaked already . . All, 
that is, except 250 Gurkha Sig Sqn who amused all other competitors 
by staging their own event of how many can you get around one tea 
urn in a small tent. 

As the day went by it was becoming clear that 640 Sig Tp. were 
staging a clear break for first place, however I Sqn had other ideas . 
In the tug-of-war led by W02 (SSM) 'Stew' Campbell, I Sqn proved 
that it was just like fishing, once there was a bite and tug at th.e end 
of the line, they just reeled it in. I Sqn also won the Cham-of
Command race with their Sqn Comd Maj Tim Rimell just pulling 
ahead of the QM Maj Bob Fortune HQ Sqn. . 

The day finished with 640 Tp winning the Cup with I Sqn takmg 
the tug-of-war and Chain-of-Command Trophies and- it was still 
raining. 
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OPERATION ROLLING P IN 
OFFICERS VERSUS WOs AND SNCOs GAMES NIGHT 
by W02 (~ofS) . Steve Hatfield 

Op Rollmg Pm took p~ace on 27 April between the Officers' and 
Sergeants' ~esses. The aim of th~ activities was to win the Rolling 
Pin . The main them~ was a bar skittles competition but several other 
even~s were a~so available. The venue chosen was the Langton Arms 
public house JUSt ~ver the hill from Blandford Camp, familiar to all . 

Honesty and fa1r play were to be observed throughout the night just 
so Jong as the Serge~nts' Mess won! Each mess provided three teams 
who all took part m three rounds of games. The main event was 
dominated ~arly on by th~ <?~ficer~' .teams. There was some suspicion 
that a certam amount of 1lhc1t trammg had been carried out prior to 
the event ~mt Capt Steve Fran~e steadfastly denied taking out a life 
membership of the local bowling league. The third and final round 
saw . the Sergeants' Mes~ stagin~ a comeback with SSgt Robbo 
Robinso~ of TM Tp leadmg the field. However, the final totting up 
of the pomts tally by Sgt 'Josh' Mainka showed that the Officers had 
held the lead by a margin of 11 points. 

The other games produced mixed results with even honours the 
Officers putting up a particularly good showing at darts and wi~ning 
7 games to 3 while the Seniors demonstrated their prowess at the table 
games. SSgt (YofS) Norman Bain ran the golf putting championships 
and again honours were even. The last event of the evening was the 
Scalextrix team car challenge organised by Sgt Mick Winsett. This 
took the form of play-offs between the eight fastest competitors from 
each Mess. Much fun was had by all seeing who could put in the 
fastest lap time to get pole position on the grid. Several budding grand 
prix drivers came ~o grief ~ttempting this, none more so than SSgt 
(YofS) Norman Dam. The fmal play-offs produced great interest and 
proved to be the most popular event of the night. At the end however 
this was also a draw so the final points for all the games was totalled 
up to be: 

Officers 276 
Seniors 256 

The Officers early mastery of the skittles proved the deciding 
factor. It was just left for the RSM to magnaminously admit defeat 
on this occasion and return the Rolling Pin to the CO. Thus ended an 
enjoyable evening, even the RSM appeared consoled in defeat, but 
then he told me he has a cunning plan . . . 

The RSM putting on a brave face as he presents the Rolling Pin to 
the CO 

640 SIG TP 
EXERCISE PEGASUS FURY 
by SSgt (YofS) Norman Bain 

Ex Pegasus Fury was 5 AB main FTX for 1992 which took place on 
Salisbury Plain between 12-31 May 92. During the ini6al stages 640 
Sig Tp (EW) was tasked to monitor the deployment of 5 AB into the 
field. This was very successful and the Brigade staff were impressed 
with our results . The Troop then became the EW Tp in support of 5 
AB against enemy targets for the remainder of the exercise. 

All exercises encounter problems but the Troop was beset by a 
number of calamities during the first week, which resulte~ in the !P 
Comd, Capt Steve Felton asking, 'what can happen ne_xt? every five 
minutes. The following are a few of the more senous problems 
encountered. 
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Cpl ' Johnnie' Akes on who when off shift , attempted to light a 
burner with hardly a stitch on; it promptly exploded giving him in tant 
sun tan. He received Jots of sympathy from everyone including tho e 
who wanted to know why he had wasted all the dets fuel Much more 
seriously, the Troop wish him a speedy and complete recovery. 

The other serious problem involved LCpl Neil Benson and Cpl 
Nigel Hunt who tned impersonating Nigel Mansell. They succeeded in 
rolling the non-comms vehicle which is one of the most expensive dets 
on four wheels. Both escaped injury. Cpl Hunt described the vehicle 
as "resting on approx three wheels". What happened to the fourth? 

The Troop had a number of Atts and Dets for Pegasus Fury. Fir t 
of all we welcomed six members of Y Troop 3 Cdo RM who provided 
three Mantis DF manpack stations. They were led by Cpl Kear who 
had been with the Troop during Op Haven. They all enjoyed the 
exercise but wanted to ' Yomp' everywhere. They got their wish when 
they were sent off to the front line. 

Capt Kay Piercy RA Signals attached to 13 Sig Regt, joined us on 
Pegasus Fury as an observer. Capt Piercy mentioned how nice SPTA 
looked. Obviously she has been Jiving in the bush too long out there 
m the Land of Oz. The Troop wish her well during her time in Europe. 

Ex Pegasus Fury was a successful and interesting exercise. 

EXERCISE DEVILS TASK 
The troop leadership and ini tiative test was sprung on those taking 

part by Tp Comd Capt Steve Felton as everyone turned up for work 
on 14 April. After being dispatched to change into smart civilian attire 
we were teamed up in pairs and given a major task to perform over 
the next two days. In addition to driving a Rolls Royce, riding in a 
horse race-there were other challenges such as driving a train or 
milking a cow. 

Everyone was ferried to London on the only aid supplied by the 
unit, a 39 seater coach. Cpl Nige Hunt and Sig John Walsh were 
dropped off at Salisbury to enable them to catch a train to Scocland 
to undertake their task. The rest were set loose in various pans of 
London. A good many of the tasks could be undertaken in the capital 
and the National Army Museum attired several of the Troop in 
English Civil war garb. Acting as a dustman was easily achieved but 
the elephant at London Zoo was away being mated so was unavailable 
for feeding! Several people spoke at a deserted and windswept 
Speakers' Corner but singing in a choir posed a problem. Sgt Rich 
Angove and Cpl Mick Day managed to sing with Westminster Abbey 
choristers, albeit badly, before heading North. 

Not everyone stayed in London, Cpl Chris Cole and Sig 'Chaz' 
George drove a 125 locomotive from Coventry to Wolverhampton on 
their way to train with Aston Villa. Cpl Kev Jones and Sig Rich 
Hamner flew from Cambridge to Manchester (return). They had 
attempted to fly a flag from a major British Castle and chose Windsor 
Castle. Understandably the Castle security did not take kindly to their 
plan. They did notch up one success though, Kev spoke outside 10 
Downing Street. 

SSgt Gav Muir and Cpl Si Rogerson were feted well whilst aboard 
HMS Broadsword. In Scotland Cpl Nige Hunt and Sig John Walsh 
arrived at the Forth Road Bridge to paint it only to be told they had 
the wrong bridge. The rail bridge was but a short walk away and they 
achieved their objective later that afternoon, bru h in hand. 

Sgt Rich Angove and Cpl Mick Day managed to fly out to a North 
Sea Oil Rig, courtesy of the staff of Conoco in Aberdeen . They were 
unable to get a guided tour on the Rig but the 20 minute helicopter 
flight out proved interesting enough. Several others were also 
investigating flights. A return flight to Malaysia was declined 
reluctantly by Cpl Wurzel' Baldwin and LCpl Nige Ellery in their 
endeavour to visit a foreign country. The time limit would have been 
exceeded by five days but as consolation they made a visit to Paris 
courtesy of Briti~h Airways. Here they persuaded the Airport fire 
service to give them a cabbie in a fire engine. 

Two days were allowed for completion of the set tasks and some 
crawled in just before the Thursday deadline of 1200 hrs. Shunning 
the favoured means of travel by foot or car LCpls 'Chinny' Masters 
and Neil Benson chose a more unusual form of transport, they landed 
on the grass behind the Troop from a Navy Sea King helicopter from 
Portland. 

Thursday afternoon was spent with humourous debriefs and 
swapping of stories. Cpl Graham Moody and LCpl Sid Barass 
achieved theatrical acclaim by appearing (without equity cards) a 
doormen with Les Dennis in 'Me and my Girl' at the Adelphi theatre 
and 'Chinny' Masters showed his equestrian success in riding a hor e 
(donkey) in a race (donkey derby). 

Five of the most suitable humourous and interesting pair were 
chosen to present them to the CO Lt Col Kidner, Adjt Capt Olly 
Halstead and RSM WOI W It Drain. The winners Sgt Rich Angove 
and Cpl Mick Day received the Troop trophy from the CO and cme 
liquid refreshment from the Tp Comd. 
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The Queen's Gurkha Sig Regt 
BFPO 1 

E ER I J GLE TROOPER 
OC Maj Mike Wi e 

QGO Capt (QGO) Chandraparsad Gurung 
~1 W02 Bomkarna Rai, Trg Coord ~gt Navindrabikram Gurung, 

IPL Comd LIT. D. milh, 2PL Comd Lt CQGO) Nandaparsad Rai . 

Over the last week of January and first week of February 1992, 66 
member of QG ignal and I medic from the Hong Kong Military 
Service Corp a embled in Si1tang Camp, Brunei for Ex Jungle 
Trooper 1/92. 

Each Corp Gurkha Unit within Hong Kong (QG Signals, Queen's 
Gurkha Engineer and Gurkha Transport Regiment) has the 
opportunity to train once a year in the Brunei Jungle. It 1s often the 
only occasion for many oldier Lo gel away from Hong Kong and is 
alway enjoyed. 

Soldier from all Squadron of the Regiment, including eight British 
and two Gurkha from 250 Gurkha Sig Sqn, participated. A short 
period of pre training was undertaken in Borneo Lines prior to flying 
to Brunei. 

Having recently completed the Jungle Warfare Instructors Course 
(JWIC), S gt Navindra thought it was all over but he was mistaken! 

Taking a break-Sigs Haribahadur Gurung, Manbahadur Pun, Sgts 
Nirkaji Gurung, Richardson, Sig Lokbahadur Gurung 

Sigs Allen and Rajeev Shrestha 
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He received the job of drafting the training programme and 
completing the many recces . The soldiers were . divided into two 
Platoons and remained as such for the entire exercise except during 
the R & R period when the two Platoon cattered to the four winds, 
some personnel even ending up in Malaysia . 

From 3-8 February, all personnel pre ent covered the basics of 
jungle tactics at section level. The British ranks, officers included, had 
obviously watched too many films and expected every tree to be 
infe ted with snakes and piders. They were sadly disappointed. 
Mosquitoes were the greatest pest but still many Brunei veterans 
managed to pull the legs of Brunei 'fir t timers'. Sig Pearce gained the 
World landspeed record when running away from a Cicada (3 inch 
long beetle) placed on his shoulder by the Squadron Commander. 

On 9 February the remainder of the exercise party arrived to be put 
traight into training. Navigation was the first test and proved more 

difficult than most imagined . NA VEX I wa deemed to be too simple 
for the officers and senior ranks. This was a mistake, during NA VEX 
2 all three sections led by the officers got lost. 

The second week's high point was a 24 hour survival exercise which 
was, for the majority, the first taste of jungle life. Sections were tested 
on a number of subjects including shelter, food, traps and water. 
Everyone worked hard but a few suspicious domestic chickens 
appeared, one even had the audacity to get itself caught in one of 2 
Platoons traps and obviously scored highly when marks were awarded 
for initiative. By the end of this phase, having survived largely on 
coconuts, a full breakfast delivered to the exercise area disappeared in 
seconds. 

As part of the exercise, an inter section military skills and sports 
competition was carried on throughout the period. This was 
enthusiastically entered into by all the sections, with most of the 
battles being fought on the basketball court. Much cheering occu~d 
when Sig Cowlard achieved his dream of scoring a basket. 

With training completed, preparation now began for the final 
exercise which was to last seven days. It was Lo take us into two 
training areas : the first being hilly and wet, the second flat but largely 
composed of secondary jungle. During the time that the DS had been 
recceing, rain had fallen continuously. As we arrived this stopped, 
much to the disappointment of the DS! The exercise proved to be a 
true test of character, again the map reading being one of the greatest 
problems to contend with. The exercise included the normal patrols, 
ambushes and attacks with the added pleasure of doing it all in the 
jungle. The Brits tended to avoid the snakes while the Gurkhas 
preferred to see them dead. 

Sgt Bhojbahadur Gurung kindly presented 1 Pl Comd with two 
black scorpions resting on a leaf, by hand. Lt Tim Smith departed 
rapidly! 

It was a shock to find the enemy so friendly . Due to difficulty with 
assistance, all enemy were drawn from the Regiment with Sgt 
Ganeshbahadur Rai, the friendliest man in the unit, being the main 
man. He was ably assisted by Sig Pritinarayan Rai who enjoyed his 
hectic task. 

It was the first time most of us had spent so long in the jungle but 
some seemed to take great delight in the exercise, such as LCpl 
Santoshkumar Gurung and Sig Ganeshkumar Lawati who both 
continued to smile throughout. 

By the final morning we were ready for a cold shower and a few 
cold beers. As per SOP the exericse concluded with the final attack. 
1 and 2 Platoons were to carry out separate attacks both to start at 
first light which was exactly 0600 hrs. Lt Nandaparsad unluckily met 
a trip flare but tried to cover his misfortune by standing still, thus 
providing a full target to the enemy for two minutes. I Platoon's 

' attack started 10 seconds too early due to Sgt Mankumar Chemjong 
jumping the gun and deciding that as the Platoon Comd had said 
'open on my thunderflash', opened when it was thrown and not when 
detonated. Following the attacks in which both Platoon Com
manders were wounded and had to be carried to the transport, the 
Company returned to camp to prepare for the evening's festivities. Lt 
Col Hamish Adams and various other Brunei based friends came 
along for what was an excellent evening, involving both English 
cultural rugby songs and Nepali folk songs. 

After a period of R & R, everyone returned to Hong Kong having 
had a tremendous experience. 
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32 (Scottish) Sig Regt (V) 
Glasgow 

HQ SQUADRON 
WELCOME 

Welcome back to W02 (RQMS) John Cullen who on completion of 
22 years of service as a regular decided that he missed the life so much 
that he has now enlisted into the TA and takes up the post of 
RQMS(V). 

PROMOTIONS 
The following recent promotions have taken effect: To SSgt: Rab 

Meldrum, Norma Sproul and Ann McKenzie. To Sgt: Alison 
Nicholls. To LCpl: Annette Ross and Janice McFarlane. 

CONGRATULATIONS 
All the best for the future to Pte Debbie Holmes and LCpl Billy 

Carruthers on their recent marriage. 
Well done Cpl McGoldrick on achieving first place on his 

Detachment Commander's Course. 

FAREWELLS 
All members of HQ Sqn send a fond farewell to W02 RQMS (V) 

John McNab who recently retired after serving 15 years in the 
Regiment. 

Farewell to Capt Ruth Watson (Ops Officer) who, due to taking up 
employment in England, has had to leave the Regiment. 

Goodbye to Lt Pauline D' Arey who has left the Regiment after the 
birth of her daughter Emma Elizabeth. 

51 SIGNAL SQUADRON (V) 
Congratulations to Sig Carmen Collins of ·51 Sig Sqn who after 

recovering from a motorbike accident went on to win the 400 metres 
at the East of Scotland meeting which was held at Meadowbank 
Stadium, Edinburgh. 

Sig Carmen Collins of 51 Sig Sqn {V) who can not only run , but 
is an accurate shot too 
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52 SIGNAL SQUADRON (V) 
WELCOME 

We would like to welcome back W02 (SSM) John Lamb who after 
recently serving with the Squadron as the PSI has now returned to 
take the post of SSM. 

PROMOTIONS 
Congratulations to Ashley Cummins on her recent promotion to 

LC pl. 

RECENT EVENTS 
The Squadron took part in the Renfrew Fete in aid of the Scottish 

Society for Mentally Handicapped with a variety of communication 
equipments being shown. 

FAREWELL 
After serving with the Squadron for 15 years we bid farewell to 

W02 ( SM) Taylor and wish him every success for the future. 

52 Sig Sqn {V) pictured at Renfrew Fete 

61 SIGNAL SQUADRON (V) 
Under the watchful eye of SSgt Reilly he and his entrepid explorers 

set out to complete a walk in aid of charity, The West Highland Way. 
This consisted of a 95 mile trek from Milngavie to Fort William and 
the following personnel took part:- SSgts John Reilly, Ann McKenzie, 
Helen Jephcote, Denish Ghandi, Sgt Jimmy Dunlop and LCpl 
Barbara Logan. At the last count they had raised over £500 for the 
Royal Hospital for Sick Children in Edinburgh. Well done to all those 
who took part. 

69 SIGNAL SQUADRON (V) 
CONGRATULATIONS 

Congratulations to Lt Brian Houston and LCpl Allison McKinlay 
who received winning trophies at the Annual Military Cross Country 
Championships held recently in Limavady. 

FAREWELLS 
We would like to ay farewell to our PSI SSgt Bob Petrie who 

recently left to take up a new posting in the ACIO Cardiff. 
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34 (Northern) Sig Regt (V) 
Middlesbrough 

49 IG. L Q ADRO (V) 
PER ~O'I LITI 
qn Comd Maj J . A. Lambton 

21C Capt A. M . Grindrod 
Tp Comd Capt M. Drewett , B Tp Comd Lt C . Dixon, D Tp Comd 

21.t D. i smith, If Tp Comd Capt M. Timms, SSM W0 2 ( SM) A. 
\'ance, FofS W02 (Fof ) B. Pollard, YofS W02 (YofS) K. Bark . 

HARITY F D RAJ I G 
In \1arch 1991, the quadron handed over a cheque for £1 ,000 to 

buy a guide dog for the blind. The Guide Dogs for the Blind Associ
ation proved uch a popular charity wi th in the Squadron, that we 
decided to try and buy another guide dog in 1992 . Various ponsored 
e\·ent were undertaken to rai e the required funds and in March of 
thi year Cpl D. Parson and LCpl A. Whelan handed over a cheque 
for £1,000 to Mr G. Lemm , the area repre entative fo r the Guide Dogs 
for the Blind A ociation. The presentation was made at the Bradford 

lhambra Theatre in the presence of Mr David Essex. Mr Lemm 
thanked the quadron for their efforts and presented photographs o f 
guide dog Polar to hang in our me ses. 

l to R: Mr G. Lemm, David Essex, Cpl D. Parsons and LCpl A. 
Whelan 

BIRTWISTLE TROPHY 
In April 1992, the Squadron took part in a Regimental military 

skills competition held around Kielder Water and the Otterburn 
training area. It entered eight man teains from A Troop, B Troop and 
D Troop, and a six man team from M Troop; each team having at 
least one female member. The competition was a timed event and 

Delta Troop's Birtwhistle Trophy Team 
Back Row (l to RJ: LCpl K. Coggan, 2Lt D. Sixsmith, LCpl R. 

Barton and Cpl S. Falkinder 
Front Row (l to RJ: Sigs G. Smith, L. Horner and Sgt M. Carrick 

Photographer: Sig M. Kirkham 
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involved each team making its ·way (sometimes by Landrover , but 
mostly on foo t) around the following stands; vehicle recovery, march 
and shoot, abseiling, ra ft building, canoeing, casevac, assault course 
and NBC. Six tands were to be completed on the first day and two 
on the second . Throughout the event , each team member had to car ry 
a predetermined amount of kit. The first stage of the competition was 
a kit inspection at which all the items had to be laid out for inspection. 
A snap inspect ion of variou items of kit was also held at each stand 
visited. Points were awarded to each team depending on how long it 
took them to complete the stand . Points were deducted for each item 
of kit not presented at an inspection, late arrival at sta nds and failure 
to complete a stand in the allocated time. At the end of the 
competition , an awards ceremony was held at which Maj Gen A. C . 
Birtwistle CB CBE D L Master of Signals presented plaques to the top 
three team s and a trophy to the winners, the REME Light Aid 
Detachment-congra tu lations! After presenting the awards, Maj Gen 
Birtwistle presided over a re-badging ceremony at which he presented 
new berets and badges to the servicewomen who had taken part in the 
competition. He then formal ly welcomed them into the Corps. After 
the ceremony, the teams were told to parade outside the cookhouse, 
thoughts of fa tigue partie immediately entered our heads . However 
we all got a pleasant surprise when fi rst the Sqn Comd and then the 
SSM presented each team member with a can of beer! A great finale 
to a weekend which was hard work but great fun ! The only thing that 
spoilt it was the thought of going back to work the next morning. 

Congratulations to all Squadron members who took part, but 
especially to A Troop who came second and M Troop who came 
fourth . For the record , D Troop were eighth and B Troop twelfth
better luck next time. 

EXERCISE FAST MOVER 
This was a Squadron exercise held at the Swynnerton training area 

during April 1992. The aims were to practise deployment , setting up 
drills, message handling and moving procedures, whilst at the same 
time taking key personnel away from the detachments, to see how the 
less experienced personnel coped under pressure. The journey to 
Swynnerton took us through Friday night and into early hours of 
Saturday morning. After setting up the cookhouse and a short 
briefi ng, we settled down fo r what was left of the night. The exercise 
started at 0800 hrs Saturday morning with the acting T p Comd's (Cpls 
and LCpls) attending briefings and then deploying their troops to 
locations around the training area, with the aim of having comms in 
by preset times. 

During the day, various orders to establish new circuits and move 
locations were issued from SHQ to the Command Post a t Commcen 
Mike. The CP then had to make sure that all the necessary infor
mation was passed on to the relevant detachments so that the new 
circuits/ moves were established/ completed on schedule. Endex came 
at approximately 1900 hrs and all detachments returned to SHQ for 
their evening meal. The exercise was a success and at the debrief it was 
decided to return to our T AC' s on Saturday night so that we 
could spend Sunday preparing our vehicles for the RSIT inspections 
which were scheduled for early May. Special thanks are due to the 
Squadron's new cook, Sgt W . Turnball, for providing excellent food 
throughout the weekend. 

RSIT 
During the second weekend of May this year, the Royal Signals 

Inspection team visited the Squadron to carry out their annual 
inspection of the units communications equipment. The reports 
received were the best ever, of the 13 vehicles inspected; one was 'very 
well maintained ' , six 'well maintained ' and only one ' needed more 
maintenance' . 

Well done to all those who have worked hard to keep on top of the 
maintenance- keep up the good work and remember that you ' ve now 
set the standard, don't allow it to drop! 

CONGRA TULA TIO NS 
Congratulations to Sig M. Banks on being named as best recruit on 

her course, which was held at 11 Sig Regt Catterick Garrison over the 
period 11 to 25 January 1992. 

Congratulations also to W0 2 (FofS) B. Pollard , Sgt M. Carrick and 
Cpl A . Mapals on their recent promotions. 

All Squadron members offer their best wishes to LCpl J. Simpson 
and Mr S. Adcock on the occasion of their forthcoming marriage
good luck! 
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35 Sig Re t (V) 
Sutton Coldfield 

ANNUAL CAMP- A PHOTOGRAPHIC RECORD 
Annual Camp unfortunately clashed with The Wire Note deadline 

and our detailed camp notes will therefore be published in the next 
issue. Needless to say our Annual Camp in Europe which saw the 
Regiment deployed widely in Holland, Belgium and Germany was a 
tremendous success and packed wi th unusual, interesting and 
humourous incidents and many pre Ptarmigan deployment lessons 
were learned . Tremendous news also greeted the CO Lt Col Brian 
Foxon . He was appointed OBE in the Queen's Birthday H onours List 
and we all congratulate him on this tremendous personal achievement 
and for the credit and great honour he has brought on the Regiment 
and the Corps. During annual camp many visitors were hosted by the 
Regiment and these included The Lord Mayor of Birmingham , 
Councillor Peter Barwell , the CinC UKLF, General Sir J ohn Waters 
KCB CBE, The SOinC, Maj Gen R. F. L. Cook, the Honorary 
Colonel, Maj Gen P. D. Alexander CB MBE and Comd 11 Sig Bde 
(V), Brig W . H. Backhouse . 

HOCUS FOCUS 
They say a photograph replaces a thousand words and our annual 

camp photographs are no exception- they have captured many visits 
and other activities that made this a memorable and worthwhile 
training camp. 

WALES & WDIST ORIENTEERING CHAMPIONSHIPS 
Many congratulations are extended to the 89 Sig Sqn (V) 

Orienteering Team from Rugby. They took on all comers in the 
orienteering championships held at Ragley Hall on 29 May and won 
the TA trophy outright. The Champion Team was composed of Capt 
J ulian Webb, Lt David H ooper, SSgts Dave Arnot, Mick P urdy, J ohn 
Williams, Sgt Paul Fundak, LCpls Tony Griffiths and Colin 
Marshall . Very well done to you all! 

A group of Cadets from Staffordshire who were allowed and 
delighted to join t he Regiment on Camp 

Councillor Peter Barwell sharing a Mess Tin of specially prepart".d 
compo with members of 48 Sig Sqn (V) . From l to R, S~t Maggie 

Hughes, Sig Marion Hewitt and Cpl Steve Hewitt 
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The CinC chatting to Sig Chris Mills of 58 Sig Sqn (V) 

The SOinC listening to one of Cpl Roberts tall stories 

Sigs Anne McColl and Sally Lucas (preparing ground beef) at 
Access Node 64 (somewhere in Belgium) 

The arrival of 89 Sig Sqn's air party (still smiling) 
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1 QU DRON 
PERO~ LITl 

39 Sig Regt (SC) (V) 
Chelsea 

qn Comd Maj Mark Brett n 
11C Capt Graham Erskine 
P AO Maj Mick Hannagan, Tp Offr Lt Jackie Lockhart and OCdt 
Phil tewart, SM W02 ( M) Janet Flowers, SQMS ( RPS) SSgt 
Des Hart, PSI (Op ) gt Anne McNally, PSI (Tech) Sgt Steve Payne. 

OPTIO FOR CHANGE 
When I qn moved to Bletchley (near Milton Keynes) in June 1991 

it wa a temporary move awaiting the outcome of Option for 
Change. The comfortable infrastructure of Worship Street (London) 
wa left behind. 

The day to day admin burden fell to the PSI (Ops) with a ' hotline' 
telephone upport from the Sqn Comd. During thi period both PSI 's 
hanged and two SSM' left. The hard core in both location held 

firm, but recruiting in Bletchley was difficult, especially in view of the 
uncertainty urrounding the permanence of the location. 

MOVING FORWARD 
Immediately following the announcements, of Options for Change, 

architects plans were drawn up and the redevelopment cycle began. 
Planning permission has now been granted and it is envisaged that, 
building work should begin during 1993. With the head of team 
building up, the neces ary Squadron infrastructure began to fall into 
place . Maj Mick Hannagan was posted into the Regiment in the last 
six months as a Regular QM and was immediately despatched to 
Bletchley to inject his significant experience as a stand in PSAO. SSgt 
Des Hart, previously RPS SQMS with the late 3 Sqn in Tunbridge 
Wells moved up and set about the mammoth task of shaping the 
Squadron stores into a viable concern. In the first few weeks of 
training year 1992, the centre has changed out of all recognition and 
the Squadron is beginning to function much more smoothly. The PSI 
OPS can now concentrate on her major task of training and the admin 
is no longer the insurmountable Tuesday night millstone that it once 
was. Recruiting is now up with a dozen new recruits in training and 
more on the way. The next few months will be critical, especially in 
the lead up to camp, but it is true to say that 1 Sqn is now truly on 
its way. 

NEW INVESTMENT 
As a sign of new confidence, our sponsors, HQSC, tasked Trend 

Communications to develop and produce a computerised Commcen 
to replace our highly paper intensive, manual system. New equipment 
arrived in early May and the implementation phase wiU culminate with 
an acceptance phase during Ex Dogger Bank in June. AJready the 
Squadron computer buffs are well immersed under the watchful eye 
of Sgt Anne Mc Nally and are working hard to have Trend operational 
on time. 

Cpl Ray Rock and LCpl Carolyn Roots get to grips with HQSC new 
equipment 
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CITY TROOP 
When the Squadron moved from Worship Street not all Squadron 

member were able to accompany it to Bletchley. Those remaining 
continue to make a vital contribution, and under the command of gt 
Hillary Higgins, regularly provide the backbone of supervision in the 
Commcen. Now that the new Commcen has arrived they are to be 
rerolled to a radio troop and affiliated to HQ Sqn under the 
Command of Sgt Debbie Stock. I Sqn wishes them well. 

THE QUEEN'S VISIT 
On Friday 13 March, Her Majesty The Queen visited Milton 

Keynes. The Squadron was honoured to join with 5 Royal Green 
Jackets to line the entrance to Saxon Hall. In addition to lining the 
entrance, Sig Elaine Lynch opened the car door for the Royal visitor. 
A proud day al o for W02 (SSM) Janel Flowers, newly promoted and 
wearing her crown' for the first time on parade. 

SKINNERS AWARD 
Each year the Worshipful Company of Skinners recognise the 

contribution made to the Regiment by a young male and a young 
female soldier. Thi year technician Cpl Mark Eaton, was awarded the 
male prize and LCpl Sonia Reynolds ACC the female prize. 
Congratulations to them both. 

FINALLY 
The next few months will concentrate on the lead up to an exercise 

camp, with new equipment and procedures the operators wi ll have 
much to learn. The PSI (Ops), Sgt Anne McNally and the Commcen 
Supervisor, SSgt Angie Bailey, will be working hard with the 
operators to complete the preparations . SSgt Des Hart will supervise 
the drivers, electricians and storemen to ensure that everything is in 
place. 

DEPARTURES 
I Sqn wishes the following a]] the best for the future-Lt Paul 

Roberts on econdment from his employment to Houston, Lt Roger 
Brooks to Royal Hong Kong Police, Sgt Steve Dale to civvy street and 
Sgt Ian Roger to Blandford. Also good luck to SSgt ' Robbo ' 
Robinson and SSgt Dave Connolly, both acting SSM's. 

~ o, ~~.~ 

RHQ 
DEPARTURES 

71 Sig Regt (V) 
Bexleyheath 

It is always a sad occasion when we have to say farewell to members 
of the Regiment, especially when there are six going within a few 
months of each other and just as 'options' start to take effect. So it 
is with best wishes that we bid good luck for the future to W02 
(RQMS) Wyn Gordon who leaves on completion of service, W02 
(YofS) Sam McElreavey who goes to Cyprus for some sun and sand, 
SSgf (FofS) Nick Stirk and SSgt (ORQMS) Lez Brookes who leave on 
posting, SSgt Graham Miles who has refused to open the box and 
taken the money in the guise of redundancy . A mention also of our 
tame REME PSI SSgt Ian Dorling who leaves the Regiment on 
promotion and goes back to jumping out of perfectly serviceable 
aircraft. 

68 (INNS OF COURT AND CITY YEOMANRY) 
SIGNAL SQUADRON 

The new year started with an E & E Exercise on the Stanford 
Training area. In order to be able to escape one must first be captive 
and our thanks must go to the Captors and Enemy forces played by 
70 (Essex Yeomanry) Sig Sqn and 6 Royal Green Jackets for bringing 
a sense of realism to the exercise. Most of our escapees managed a 
successful bid for freedom, in the end. 

The winter season ended with a number successes by volunteers at 
their trade tests, in particular Sig Semple has shown how application 
can result in a qualification in trade within a year of Attestation . 

The 2IC Capt J. Fern reintroduced the Squadron to its signalling 
task in Ex Eastern Vengeance a weekend enjoyed by all. 

A number of SNCO's have recently left the Squadron in SSgt 
(SQMS) Dave 'the Pipe' Lavender and Sgts Hulme, Dean and 
Mclaren who we wish well for the future, and we welcome, into the 
Sgts' Mess on promotion Sgt Cliff Springer and into the Squadron Cpl 
Liz Dutton on transfer from 94 (Berkshire Yeomanry) Sig Sqn. 
. And a final congratulations to Sig Goldingay on his third position 
m the Young Soldiers' Rifle Competition at Bisley. 
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PERSONALITIES 
OC Maj R. M. Thurston 
2JC Flt Lt J. Wells 
A Tp Comd Flt Lt J. W. Callister, B Tp Comd Capt G. W. Duncan, 
C Tp Comd Capt M. Poland , FofS W02 (Fof ) G. Blonde!, USM 
W02 (USM) P. Charles . 

HIGHLIGHTS OF LIFE AT MPA 
With the arrival of mountains of snow some of the Troops have 

been spending icy cold nights on the runway making sure that it is kept 
clear and we receive mail and goodies from home. 

Undaunted by this weather CSE Show was here and the star, lovely 
Linda Lusardi certainly warmed the place. Linda also made a welcome 
appearance at the JCUFI bar where she presented a trophy to D Troop 
for the 'It 's a Knockout' competition. Linda accepted a cheque from 
us for £350 for BLESMA. We hope that Linda will hurry back soon! 

Linda Lusardi receives the cheque from the Sqn Comd, while D 
Troop show off the It's a Knockout Trophy 

RUGBY 
The inter-unit 7s competition on Saturday 28 March turned out to 

be a very successful day for both JCUFI teams. They were ~rawn 
against each other in the first round which guarant~ed a team 10 the 
main and plate competition. They then went on to wm the cup and the 
plate with an excellent display of their rugby skills . . 

The rugby squad, consisting of perso~nel fro~ all three services, 
combine well and have notched up a senes of wins, the most recent 
being against Port Stanley Police where JCUFI ~efeat.ed the local 
team 24-4 on a pitch that resembled a ploughed field with telegraph 
poles as posts. The third half was also enjoyable with our supporters 
and team members out singing the locals. 

BASKETBALL 
In the recent inter-unit basketball competition the team won the 

plate competition comfortably beating JSSU in the fina~ with a goo.ct 
display of shooting and defending. The TOT Capt Mick Poland 1s 
happy that he has a medal at last. 
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JCUFI 
BFPO 655 

MINI-BUS PUSH 
23 May was a bitterly cold morning (temp - 3°C) with 5in of snow 

on the ground when the JCUFI team, organised by the Capt Gordon 
Duncan and Sgt Sandy Rennie, consisting of 5 RN, 16 Army and I 
RAF (reserves included), lined up for the start of the World Wide 
Mini-Bus 10 mile race. 

To shouts of encouragement they were off, all be it slowly, along 
one of the taxi areas on Mount Pleasant Airfield. 

At the 4 mile marker it was found that we had a flat tyre, but having 
a naval contingent (I see no flat!) carried on regardless. Even through 
the ensuing blizzard the mini bus could be seen trundling its way 
slowly along the taxi area with thoughts of ' I hope the Tristar goes 
faster on the other runway' and 'I wonder if it's snowing in Cyprus'. 

The race was completed in 2 hrs 40 mins 5 secs. Unfortunately all 
the other teams, world-wide, had finished by then, but, it's the taking 
part that counts! If there is another race next year, can we suggest 
January-our Summer! 

The team prepare to start the 10 mile Bus push, in far from ideal 
conditions 

SYSCON 
At the throbbing heart of the Falklands communications ystems 

are the boys of SYSCON. Running this high powered empire is Sgt 
Andy Garlick abiy assisted by Sgt Mick Cameron who fits work in 
between soccer, rugby, sport, sport, sport etc. Welcome to Cpls Gaz 
Duffy and Wayne Pinhom also to the most recent arrival Sgt Neil 
Trengrove Systems FNG (Falklands New Guy), how many days left? 

Congratulations to Cpl Tanner who, although he has been here for 
three months, still manage to break more than he mends. 

NEWS FROM THE TROOPS 
THE REBROS 

At Campi to it has been noticed that the Rebro crew has fire fighting 
capabilities after a fire tarted in the Engineers' kitchen. The crew, 
under the direction of Cpl Norrie Crook, stayed calm, cool and, 
collected and handled the fire well. The move to the new 
accommodation should take place in the next few weeks, under the 
supervision of Cpl Andy Matthews, only a few months late. 

The Rebro at Adam is running smoothly under the watchful eye of 
LCpl Mick Hatton. Goodbye to LCpl 'BFT' Millar . Welcome to Sig 
'Have a go' Honeywood who has just arrived along with his skis and 
poles for his daily vi its to the Mount Adam Ski Centre. 

THE FITS TEAM 
The FITS team comprises SSgt Al Burnett and eight other Tl 

qualified 'baby-techs'. Three of these technicians are mountain based 
whilst the remaining are situated at the FITS workshop in MP A. 

At present the team FOG (Falkland Old Guy) is Sgt Phelp who 
dictates the rules with Cpls Jim Ross and Rob Chivers in upport. Sgt 
Si Hopkins i the team pessimist. Sgt Paul Lumb play a tarring role 
in the sports cene. 
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1 Inf Bde HQ and Sig Sqn 
(215 Sig Sqn) 

Tidworth 

. HQ TROOP 
Tp Comd Capt Dave Gilchrist 
Tp gt S gt Chris Skelton 

The unit reorgani ation will see the demi e of SHQ Tp. Comprising 
the u ual conglomerate of department , it i made up of; Tech Wksps , 
Trg \ ing, Orderly Room, Sergeants ' Mes taff, Guard Room , Gym 
and Cypher Office total ling 35-40 all together. To mark thi 
oc a ion and our recent uccess in the winter sport competition, a 
recent phoco of the Troop is included (i t al o proves that the un doe 
ometime hine in Tidworth-sometimes). \ e would like to ay 

goodbye and good luck to Maj Simon Firbank LI who has retired 
after er -ing 35 year , the la t 7 years a the adjutant of this unit. We 
would like to welcome Capt Sue Davison and also Sig Jason Bevis. 

SHQ Tp - May 1992 

BELLINZONA PATROL COMPETITION 
by Sig Devlin 

The team set off in May from Tidworth to Bellinzona, a large Swiss 
town near the Italian border. 

The competition, in the fo rm of two man teams, started and the 
first stage passed easi ly as the route was obvious. We scored well at 
stands which comprised of aircra ft and rank recognition map reading 
and judging distances. ' 

The second stage involved an orienteering competition . T he 
m~kers were on the far side o f a mountain and we had only had 50 
mmut~s to complete the course. On reaching the top (or should I say 
summit) we were duly pointed in the direction of the shooting 
competition which was the third and final stage. The award ceremony 
was held in an old castle before we returned for a well deserved meal 
and drink .or two to celebrate our high placed overall position . The 
team consisted of: Capt Martin Prodger, Sgt Keith Balsdon, Cpls 
T.osh 1':f clntosh,. Dave Leask, LCpls Tony Codling, George Cowan, 

1gs Micky Devlin, Andy Wood, Brum Warrilow, Dvr Jim Doig and 
Cfn Revs Revell . 

CHARLIE TROOP 
SUMMER CAMP 
by Sig Wood 

Penhale, in Cornwall , was the venue for this year's Charlie Tp 
areas of planned activity. Coarse fishing was organised by Sgt Ash 
Ashton and Cpl 'Geordie' Wightman, both returning at the end of 
each day with stories of the big one that got away. Capt Dave Gil.christ 
managed to get almost all those who went windsurfing through the 
RY A Part I, l was the only one to fail and I put that down to the 
wind. 

A clay pigeon shooting knockout competition was held over two 
days and Sig Ernie Appleton was the overall winner. The weather was 
very hot and members of the troop turned their hand to bodyboarding 
and su~fing, both of which are not as easy at they look on Hawaii-5-0. 
Canoemg took place on a large reservoir a few miles from Redruth 
an~ pr.oved very popular, once we got over the dreaded Army 
~w1~m.mg test. The golf ~ourse was right next to the camp and proved 
1rres1st1ble to Sgt Geordie Laverick and Cpls Dave Leask. Cpl Dave 
Walker organised this very enjoyable week and the whole Troop 
would like to thank him. 
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BERN MARCH ES 
We decided to enter a team in this year Bern Marches, which took 

place over two days in May. T he march consisted of two 40km walks, 
while carrying a 30lb pack . With the mini-bus overflowing with zinc 
oxide tape and under the guidance of 2Lt Andrea Sharman (mum) we 
el off for Switzerland. Flying the biggest British flag ever seen on 

foreign oil, we set off walking in high spirits . Entertainment was 
provided by the 'room five songsters', Cpls Gazza Steel , Rolly Ward 
and 'Dutch Holland . At the half way point the dreaded blisters started 
to appear. Congratulations must go to LCpl Bob Badge who finished 
the first day and endured the econd despite being barely visible under 
her pack and suffering from a very severe blister attack. Woman of 
the Week award goes to Sgt Wendy Lavis who kepi threatening to beat 
up Sgt Steve 'its only around the corner' Coombs and whose nose 
decided to entertain the whole team by bleeding heavily for the last 
3km of the march. The second day was as destructive to our feet as 
the first. Thanks go to SSgt Geoff Graham who provided a walking 
ear for Cpl 'Motormouth' Smith . The pain of the second day was 
forgotten 40km later when the entire team crossed the finishing line 
to be presented with a pennant, individual medals and a large crate of 
beer. No prizes for guessing which was appreciated the most. The 
photo shows the team that took part. 

L to R: W02 (RQMS) Faherty, WOl (RSM ) Taylor, Sgt Coombs , 
W02 (FofS) Kass im, W02 !YofS) Glasby (Team Captain) and Sgt 

Coatsworth (Tea boy) 

SQUASH TEAM 
.Th.e Squadron . Squash Team completed a successful season by 

winning the SWJ?1st league and coming runners-up in the area squash 
final. The team 1 shown below (Cpl Nige Arbury is absent) . 

Back Row (L to RJ: SSgt Skelton, W01 (RSM) Taylor, Cpls Steel , 
Ward , Hol land and SSgt Graham 

Front Row (L to RJ: Cpl Smith, OCdt Yendle, LCpl Badge, 2Lt 
Sharman, Sgts Lavis and Coombs 
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5 AB Bde HQ and Sig Sqn 
(216 Para) Aldershot 

PERSONALITIES 
Sqn Comd Maj Ian Foxley 
2IC Capt Wilson 
RSM WOl (RSM) Bill Haslam, QM Maj Fred Bancroft, AO Capt 
J. Aspinall MBE, Ops Offr Capt Rob Meinertzhagen , A Tp Comd 
Capt Fred Wichelo , B Tp Comd Capt Mike Rogers, RQMS W02 
(RQMS) Steve Clarke, FofS W02 (FofS) L. Wookey BEM, YofS 
W02 (YofS) Ken Sirr. 

EXERCISE DECI UNDER . 
by Capt F. Wichelo 

Four hours later we stumbled out into the blazing sun at RAF 
Decimomanu, and immediately began to peel off our outer clothing. 

Exercise Deci-Under 
L to R: Sgt Dougie Craig, Cpl Andy Chubb , Sig ' Smudge ' Smith, 

LCpl 'Foggy' Fogg and LCpl 'Brummy ' Ford 
L to R: Cpl ' Scouse' Ramsden, Capt Fred Wichelo and LCpl Jo 

Jordon 

Our delight at the warmth, and sun-bleached surroundings were soon 
dampened by the BEB's initial briefi ng which warned of downpours, 
unpalatable water, bandits and unfriendly locals. Fortunately, as it 
turned out, we had no cause for concern on any of these counts. 

By the next morning our itinerary was planned, and it was time to 
leave BEB's windswept palm trees fo r the sunny southwest of the 
island. We began our five day trek at a town cal led Siliqua, where we 
bumped into Bob for the first time . LCpl Jo Jordon knocked him 
down 20,000 lire on a pai r of ' shades' before suggesting the Moroccan 
salesman learnt to spell 'Ray Ban'. We headed south towards the 
mountains just as siesta time struck the town silent. We soon came 
across an imposing hill feature at the top of which perched the ruined 
Castellato di Acquafredda. The old castle walls provided an excellent 
site for Cpl Andy Chubb to set up our initial abseil; the sheer drop 
had even toughened paratroopers like Sgt Dougie Craig more than a 
li ttle concerned . We stayed the night in an old kiln, and expedition 
leader, Lt Fred Whichelo, tried to capture something of the original 
atmosphere by cooking pasta without water! 

The next four days took us up into the parched mountains over 
some tough terrain . Eventually we made our way down towards the 
road again via a heavily overgrown stream bed . By this stage our water 
supply had plummeted to about Yi litre between eight. Chancing upon 
some flowing water we decided to take the risk and, after the 
mandatory puritabs and boiling, all quenched their raging thirsts. All , 
that is, except Cpl Scouse Ramsden who would have no truck with 
such a 'dodgy' water supply. To everyone else' s satisfaction Cpl 
Ramsden became the trips only victim of 'Delhi Belly' the next day! 

The next day we moved to a campsite near Pula on the south coast 
where we stayed for the rest of the expedition . 

Climbing equipment, windsurfers and snorkel gear were delivered 
to us and all the participants rotated through the activities. LCi:I 
Brummie Ford offered a shortened course in windsurfing: ' Just stand 
on the board, pull the sail up like this, and off you go . You'll be all 
right' . 

Meanwhile Cpl Andy Chubb was demon trating the correct 
technique for falling from a rock face and Sig Smudge Smith 
volunteered for the fully clothed snorkelling activity. Finally, an 
idyllic week had to end . A visit to Cagliari allowed us to meet the 
Italian Navy in port-and to see the aircraft carrier Nave Garibaldi. 

Our stay in Sardinia ended with a very enjoyable barbecue at the 
BEB villa. Of course, the food was supplemented by a· 'couple of 
cans- jerry cans!' 
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EXERCISE HARD IMP ACT 
by SSgt Nick Nielsen 

On 30 March the Squadron deployed to Sennybridge Training 
Camp for the annual battle camp and after six years as Trg SNCO I 
wanted this one to be one to remember . 

The training was in three phases; the fi rst covering all mandatory 
training tests, with some special to arm dry training such as fighting 
in a built up area, contact drills, night navigation and combat 
survival. We were able to fire a multitude of foreign weapons the 
highlight being the 180 RP67 courtesy of Iraq and the Sqn Comd's 
man who can. 

Phase 2 started at 0300 hrs on Saturday 5 April with a simulated 
para drop some 5km from Cilieni village. The Squadron then carried 
out an approach march to the village, cleared it and set up the Bde 
Comd Post with a good solid all round defence. However, life was not 
going to be that easy and Sgt Jack Hawkins soon made life a little 
uncomfortable with his NBC bag of tricks. The next day reveille was 
sounded by 9 Para Sqn RE simulating a mortar attack with a cresendo 
of 50 explosive charges. The battle raged for some three hours before 
being called to a halt. It was during this phase that Cpl 'Jolly John' 
Walker renamed the exercise, 'Ex Meltdown'. 

Phase 3 started with team battle shooting and fou r man contact 
drills , no need for laxatives that day. This was fo llowed by bunker 
busting using the L2 grenade causing Cpl 'I ' m ex 3 Para' Hale a few 
grey hairs and the CQB using the wingmaster shot gun and 9mm 
pistol. On day three we introduced Platoon attacks and Low Level 
Light Air Defence where Cpl 'Olly' Oliver proved to be top shot of 
the day bringing his aircraft down with his last th ree rounds. It now 
flies for all to see in the Squadron bar. The fin al day was what the lads 
were waiting for, with 'Meltdown' resulting in me realising you cannot 
kick a full box of ammunition without breaking your toes. All that 
day we practised and carried out company attacks. This proved to be 
the highlight fo r me seeing 60 men acting as Infantry working as a 
slick well oiled machine, 'The Maroon Machine'. As night closed in 
the Squadron prepared to defend their position with Sgt Clive Smith 
demonstrating how to trip a tripflare and get clear without being 

SSgt Nick Nielsen demonstrates how to use the GPMG in the SF 
Roll 

detecced for some four weeks. T he night shoot proved to be a 
spectacular way to end the exercise and as we moved back to 
Aldershot 1 felt contented that my last Battle Camp had been a special 
one. 

CONGRATULATIONS 
From at! members of the Squadron our heartiest congratulations go 

to the Sqn Comd Maj Ian Foxley on his selection for promotion to Lt 
Col on the recent Pink List. Also congratulations go to LCpls 'Gaz' 
Christie and 'Tez' Blakely on their recent promotion to LCpl. 

ARRIVALS AND DEPARTURES 
In the past two months the Squadron welcomed SSgt Martin 

Stringer and his wife Linda, SSgt Ray Pritchard and his wife Lynda, 
Sigs Dan Anderson 'Olly' North, Pte Phil Maddox, Dvrs 'Les' 
Skinner and 'Blooms' Bloomfield. As with all hellos we have to say 
goodbye and we bid farewell and good luck to SSgt John Richards and 
his wife Annette, John is promoted and posted to Blandford for a 
short stay before moving on to Loug~borough, Sgt ' Dougie' Craig 
promoted and posted to 8 In f Bde LCpl Chris Palmer to 11 Sig Regt 
and LCpl 'Yorkie' Richardson to 19 Iru Bde. 
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19 Inf Bde HQ and Sig Sqn 
(209) 

HQ . b . 
Block leave ended and as u ual everyone decided that emg away 

w a far better option. With that, the AO disappeared sailing with 
half the Squadron on Ex Panthe1 Serpent. Among those who braved 
the waves were ig 'Cookie' Cook who had a little trauma and made 
dear friend with the • un lob ter'. Not wishing to be outdone, the 
Chief Clerk, gt imon Windu braved the waves but thi time. on 
a dinghy ailing cour e. However, it appears he spent more ume 
unbathing than learning about ailing, knots and navigation . 

Meanwhile, LCpl 'Biker' Aitchison, was blessed with the new 
'You're going on exercise with Ech'. The result was a forlorn and 
frightened individual who wa convinced he'd upset someone! To add 
in ult to injury he then pent the two days prior to deployment 
onverting a GS OAF into something resembling a CP. He claims to 

be enlightened uttering something about, 'I never knew there was so 
much in it!' ig 'Cookie' Cook went to the other extreme and 
deployed to ZCO . 

ot LO be left out our intrepid Yeoman, W02 Stu Little visited 
Scotland on Ex Panther's Ridge but refuses to tell anyone about it 
becau e of what was aid in the February Wire, sorry! 

Finally, the remainder, the 2IC, Capt 'Lumpoly' Picknell, the 
RSM, WOl 'Chuck' WalJ<er, the FofS, W02 Gi Whiteford and Sig 
'Wullie' Marshall have done little of interest but must be mentioned. 
Oh yes and the Sqn Comd, Maj Gordon James played hockey and 
tennis. 

Goodbye to Capt Patrick Evans who is now on a resettlement 
cour e-trying to learn German-before deploying on Ex Panther's 
Parting. 

QM DEPT 
Welcome to the new RQMS W02 Clive Young and LCpl 'Chewy' 

Gumm, hope you enjoy your stay. 

TM TROOP 
FIRST IMPRESSIONS 
by LCpl Alfie Davidson 

Sig Tony Weaver and I arrived on Friday 20 March straight out of 
training from 8 Sig Regt, not knowing what to expect at our first 
working unit. 

We were hoping to settle in quietly over the weekend and when we 
went into the accommodation at about lunchtime there was no one 
about. 

We unpacked and by about 1500 hrs some very weary faces started 
to appear apparently just off exercise in the Brecon Beacons. By 
nightfall some of the lads, although tired, were very kind to take us 
both out for a night on the town, (which we thoroughly enjoyed). 

We have only been in the Squadron a few months and already it has 
left a lasting impression, a good one we hasten to add. 

In our time here we have learnt a lot about what goes on in the 
workshop, how it's run and organised. We have also worked on 
various equipments gaining experience and gaining confidence. 

The staff in the workshop are great and very friendly and we're sure 
they'll make our future in the workshop and the Squadon a bright and 
happy one. 

A TROOP 
The perceptive amongst you will notice the change of name, all in 

preparation for the move to Catterick (we are moving aren't we?). We 
changed from Oscar Tp and have become Main HQ. SSgt Degsie 
Deegan moved across with a mere seven weeks left in the unit to take 
on this new 'Armoured Brigade'. The first thing to get to grips with 
was all the new roles/names, we haven't! However, there was no time 
for that and we deployed on: 

EXERCISE PANTHER' PUNCH 
This was the Brigade CPX with the Squadron deploying in 

armoured vehicles well L/R's and 9X9's. It was now operating as 
fain and Fwd, with the dismounted concept being replaced by the 

mounted HQ. To en ure all was 'just so', the Squadron deployed on 
the Sunday and as if to rub it in, it was a day when the temperatures 
soared into the 80's! The fans struggled, so did the lads especially with 
the enormous cam net. The beast covers eight vehicles and trailers! 
Fortunately it didn't rain all week because the Foden wasn' available! 
Give us those panzers. 
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Colchester 

Hellos, welcome to SSgt. 'Nobby' Nevill when he gets here- get 
ready for the fast balls. Hi also to LCpl Scott and family, LCpl Morris 
and family, LCpl Touhey and Sig Cox. The Troop also has new 
comers from B Troop: Cpls 'Bear' Convery, Chris Davis, Sig 'Pinky' 
Pink and Sig Tony King. 

Goodbyes to Cpl Ray Pendrich and Sig 'Jock' Wyllie took the 
saxon to B Troop and into a purple VW estate. Best wishes to SSgt 
Andy Waldron and Karen off to 3ADSR, SSgt 'Wide Boy' Deegan 
and Ann Marie off to Oxford UOTC (this is your last goodbye). 
Finally, Sig 'Spike' Milliken hope you enjoy 2 Sig Regt and LCpl Sean 
Meadows, we know you'll enjoy BAOR again. 

BRAVO TROOP 
'That was then, this is now.' We also confused ourselves, and those 

in 'Puzzle Palace' with the changes which they instigated. As usual we 
came off worst with everything going to Main 'because it must be right 
at Main!'. Our role on the exercise as Fwd/Step Up/ Step Down/ 
Rear/ Tac Standby etc left Sgt Fred Thompson (reroled Tech) cooking 
for the world and his wife including the Commander. The only thing 
to resolve is how we answer the phone: 'Comms Ops Forward in Bed' 
or is it command. 

Hellos: to Sgt 'Tango' Thompson, the stand in Tp Sgt, and the new 
Tp Storeman Cpl Tom Murray. Have you discovered what a ledger is 
yet? 

Goodbyes: All the best Cpl 'Knocker' Bennett and Lyn in 1 ADSR. 
By the way, we don ' t want panzers. 

A final word of well earned congratulations to Sgt Phil Anderson 
on his promotion and movement to A Tp as the Tp Sgt. 

EASTERN DISTRICT SWlMMING CHAMPIONSHIPS 
Sgt 'Geordie' Raine came out of hibernation for a day to lead the 

Squadron swimming team in this momentous event. Dismayed, the 
team looked on as the other teams began their warm ups. 'But you 
said if I put my trunks on the right way round, that would be enough,' 
Sgt Keith Williams complained. The team spluttered into action, 
producing a very worthy second to 156 Pro Coy. Particular mention 
should go to LCpl Geoff Howe and Sig 'Shi' Machin for fine bathing! 
and to the team in general for being the loudest in the pool (except the 
21C of course). 

We nearly finished as winners when the medals got mixed up but 
despite our efforts to get away with it 156 threatened to book us! The 
final word goes to Sgt Ade Swann whose name belies his real ability 
especially in diving. No it is OK, dive in swim back, start again and 
lose us the race. 

EXERCISE PANTHER'S PLUNGE 
This was a diving exercise to Scapa Flow in the Orkneys. The area 

is especially good since it is not only surprisingly clear but boasts a 
large number of wrecks, since this is where the German Fleet was 
scuttled just after WWI. 

The exercise was a great success with a number of the novice divers 
gaining many of the qualifying dives required for Sports Diver. The 
divers were getting in as many as three dives a day including the 
blockship Elton and Churchill. 

However, Lt Dan Taylor did have some memorable moments. They 
started with the L/R breaking down in Catterick and having to 
borrow another, developed when the minibus broke down and the 
other half of the party missed the ferry and culminated in not having 
any method to pay the £203.86 food bill because the Cilor was with 
those unable to catch the ferry. True at this point many would have 
realised it was not to be their exercise. 

Unfortunately, to cap it all the direct feed jammed on a 'controlled 
ascent' and Lt Dan Taylor was in danger of rocketing to the surface. 

•Other memorable moments include LCpl 'knocker' Bennett going 
down with one dive leader and coming up with someone completely 
different; Sgt Ade Swann using a cylinder of air in about 9 minutes, 
everyone else's lasted at least 25 minutes-no other problems 
associated with fear. 
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J 210 (24 Airmob Bdt) Sig Sqn 
Catterick 

PERSONALITIES 

CCX o:aco 

Sqn Comd Maj Graham Leach 
2IC Capt Paul Peel 
AO Sp Tp Comd Capt Dave Marsden , Comms Tp Comd 2Lt Richard 
Deans, SSM W02 (SSM) Dave Wilson , YofS W02 (YofS) Granville 
Yeomans FofS SSgt (FofS) Iain McNelly, SQMS SSgt (SQMS) Jim 
Monkman, ORSQMS SSgt (ORSQMS) Brian Durli1'. 

ARRIVALS/ FAREWELLS/CONGRATULATIONS 
ln early May we said farewell to LCpl Chris Yates on his posting 

to sunny 1 Armd Div. Also farewell to LCpl Andy 'Not so' Smart and 
wife Andrea on their posting to 14 Sig Regt. Farewell to Cpl Al 
Thornton and wife Sheila on leaving the Army after 22 years' service. 
Also farewell to SSgt Pete Willey (RAPC) posted on promotion to 
Worthy Down. In his place we welcome SSgt Stu Long. Alas we say 
farewell to Sgt Steve 'Slasher' Slade on his posting to Maidstone. PS: 
You forgot your knife . 

Congratulations LO the Sqn Comd Maj Graham Leach and Fiona on 
the birth of their son, Oliver. Congratulations also to LCpl Kev 
Attwood and Andrea on the birth of their son, Keanu . 

VISIT OF CSBM EVALUATION TEAM 
Without any notice on Wednesday 22 April 1992 the Squadron was 

visited by Col Tretyakov and Col Basclayev of the Soviet forces on a 
snap inspection of Brigade manpower and equipm~nt. The CSBM 
Evaluation Team were greeted by the Sqn Comd Maj Graham Leach 
and W02 (SSM) Dave Wilson and take on a guided tour of the 
soldiers accommodation, the MT and Comms Tp garages. They were 
then invited to sign the Squadron Visitors' Book in Comms Tp 
garages. 

EXERCISE EAGLES EYE 92 
This was the first major exercise with the Bde Staff since the start 

of the year. SSgt Bobby Snow and his eager bunch of advance party 
volunteers set off on Friday 24 April to take over Bodney Camp on 
Stanford Training Area and make sure the beds were war:m for the rest 
of the Squadron who were arriving on Sunday 26 Apn_l. 

The exercise was split into two different phases, the first four days 
being a comms exercise until the Bde Staff came out to play on the 
exercise on the Friday and Saturday. 

On Sunday and Monday 3/ 4 May the SSM W02 Dave ~ilson had 
organised a surprise flight for the lads of the Squadron _m a Lynx . 
Only thing being the flight was the start of a Patrol Exemse and two 
days of pain. Patrols of four men were lifted out ~f Bodney Camp 
onto Standford Training Area for a gentle hik~ _around t~e 
countryside in full kit. Moving tactically around the trammg area~ via 
a number of RV points where a few command tasks were orgaruse?, 
namely the assault course, a river crossing, confidence course, first aid 
stand manpack rebro site and vehicle breakdown stand . The patrols 
were ~atched by the DS St~ff and sco_red on a points system-, A~te~ 
a gruelling two days 50km and 9 RV pomts the wmner was Cpl Gnff 
Griffiths with Sigs Buck Buccilli, Dave Campbell and Paul _Small. 
However things were not quite over as at the final RV pomt the 
Squadron joined up for a lit.tie dip in the river and an ~ttempt at 
floating a Landrover across 1t much to the shock of Maj Graham 
Leach when it worked. 

The final week of the exercise was spent in preparation for an 
Oracle demonstration on Thursday 7 May. Thi~ was to ena?le 
'captains of industry' to look at the equipment bwlt by them bemg 
used by the Army and to get feedba~k fro!'I'. the. men ~n the groui:id. 
The demonstration consisted of an A1rmob1hty d1spla_y 11:1 the mo~mng 
followed by a visit of stands set up by the different uruts m the Bngade 
in the afternoon. The Squadron's stand consisted of Fly Fwd HQ set 
up, comms CIS stand, Ptarmigan vehicle line u~ wi~h elements of 2 
Sig Regt and a display tent of Corps commumcattons around the 
world, set up by Sgts Archie Fulton and Jim Lynch. 
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AO Capt Dave Marsden meets Col Tretyakov out on the vehicle 
park with Sqn Comd Maj Graham Leach and Col Busclayev 

looking on 

Bde Fly Forward HQ with the men in the know Sgt Taff Baughan 
and Cpl Ez Ezard 

Squadron Heli training 
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243 Sig Sqn 
Bulford Camp 

P O. LITIES 
qn Comd Maj I. . Greig 

2IC Capt M. A. Eaton 
Op Offr Capt R. D. Wright , SWS Tp Comd Maj P. J. tee.les , U Tp 
Comd 2Lt E. Welch AGC, SSM W02 ( SM) Cooper, YofS W02 
(Yo ) Wedge. 

PDATE 
\ ith che exception of SWS Tp Comd it ha been 'all change' at the 

top. During the la ix months the Squadron has bid farewell to Maj 
P . . Treseder and W02 (SSM) Wellings AGC on retirement and 
Capt G. eal and 2Lt J. Clark AGC on po ting. Meanwhile a warm 
welcome is extended to the new 'team'. 

At the coalface thing have been running fairly smoothly. The 
gruelling roucine of 24 hour shifc work was however broken by two 
events of particular note; the WRAC Disbandment Parade and Ex 
Highland Trek. 

Farewell to the WRAC 
From L to R: LCpl Baggaley, Sigs O'Ha ra , Colley, Moore and LCpl 

Park 

EXERCISE HIGHLAND TREK 
by Cpl Steve Witty and LCpl Alan Leslie 

After volumeering for a week's holiday sampling Scottish cuscoms 
and a possible trip down the whisky trail, we were briefed about 
walki_ng in arduous moun.tain conditions and issued all sorts of strange 
clothing, not least of which was large pair of white socks that could 
have doubled up as sleeping bags! 

We set off bright, early and bleary eyed; well , not so early by the 
time the HQ UKLF contingent of Cpl Andrea Murdock and Pte 
Elaine Hope had put on their war paint and had a quick stop at the 
shops . Then 10 hours of Death by Radio I (which was preferable to 
listening to Sig ' Blodwin' Farr for the whole journey). 

We arrived at the Norwegian Lodge near Aviemore to be met by the 
~dvance. Par~y led by YofS 'Sir Edmund Hilary' Wedge. We were 
given a hghtmng tour o f the accommodation, grabbed a bed and had 
a quick b:ief on t~e local customs befo re we headed into the thriving 
metropolis of Av1emore to sample an orange juice or two . With the 
arrival ?f Cpl Andy ' He's Hard Work' Lewis who had travelled up 
from Ripon on the successful completion of his TR & A Course the 
par ty was complete. 

The fi rst days ' walking was a gentle jaunt in to the foothills of Cairo 
Gorm. We split into two groups; one led by YofS Wedge, the other 
by LCpl ' Nurse Gladys' EmanueUe. This was our first real look at a 
map of the area and we found that if you looked very closely there 
were gaps between the contours and that it was not just an orange 
shaded area . 

A few days warm up later. we left the Lodge early in the morning 
for an a~tempt on Ben Nevis . Unfortunately by now, blisters had 
taken their toll on a few people so progress up the mountain was slow. 
LCpl Emanuelle and her trusty group of mountain goats raced ahead 
and were well on their way down by the time the Yeoman 's group 
reached the summit. Gone was the chance of the group photograph 
he had dreamed of. 

Unfortunately this being a lovely Spring day in Scotland the view 
stretched all of 20 yards into a thick mist! ' 

The following day was a welcome break to aching limbs and sore 
feet. On.e group went to Inverness to do a spot of shopping the other 
group did the Duty Tourist bit with trips to Culloden Moor and Fort 
George. LCpl 'S~erpa' Leslie found a family tartan he knew nothing 
about. To save his embarassment we won ' t mention the colour but if 
you ima~oe mixing red and white paint together you should be able 
to work 1t out. 
T~e last two days_ walking were an attempt to get the Yeoman's 

elusive group photo m the snow. On the first attempt we were beaten 
back from the summit of Cairn Gorm by a whiteout. The final 
~ttempt on t~e last day with glorious sunshine was halted by tired 
limbs and quite a few blisters . 
• Qu~tes .of th; ~e_ek: 'It's a lovely view on a clear day' from Cpl 
, She~ Witty, Its JUSt over the nex! hill' .from YofS Wedge and 
Don t moan, remember you're gettmg paid for this ' from LCpl 

'Sorted' Milnes. 
All in all, a very enjoyable week. Special thanks must go to the 

Yeoman for all the effort he put into planning the trip and to Pte Rick 
Parker ACC, on loan from !LI for his supervisory role in the kitchen· 
he showed us how to light the grill! ' 

254 (UNFICYP) Sig Sqn 
BFPO 567 

SHQ 
PERSONALITIES 
Sqn Comd - Maj F. T. Riley 
21C Capt P. J. Watt 
SSM W02 (SSM). D. Bennett, SQMS SSgt (SQMS) D. Forbes, Chief 
Cler_k Sgt_S. James, Stores Acct Cpl Bradley, FSO Clerk Mrs F. Marr, 
Typist Miss A. J. Harris . 

EXERCISE APHRODITE'S CONQUEST 
Ex Aphrodites Conquest is the bi-annual military training exercise 

of 254 ~NFICYP) Sig Sqn. The exercise was held 26 April-2 May. 
The secuons made up_ f~om the th~ee.Troops had to complete a 85km 
route ~~und the trammg area wnhm three days. In addition there 
were miht~ stands, first. aid, map reading and command tasks. 
Con8;fatulat1ons go to Radio Tp for the fastest march time of 18 hrs 
48 mms and to SHQ, Tech and Line as overall winners. 

_After .that jolly t.h.en came a b~be~ue, which the Brits organised 
wtth typical true Bnush weather-It rained! But a good time was had 
by all. 
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Back Row (L to RJ: Sig Dean Rawlings , Andy Marlow LCpl 
Sammy Lee, MCpl Denis Carrier and Pte Jaques Norm~nd 
Front Row (L to RJ: Cpl Paul Witchell and Sig Ash Dunn 
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COMMCEN TROOP 
PERSONALITIES 
Tp Comd W02 (YofS) Brendan Kelly 
Tp Sgt Sgt Mick Hodkinson 
Tp Cpl Cpl Fingers Niblock, A Shift Cpl Dave Smith, B Shift Cpl 
Shady Ruddock , C Shift Cpl Ewen Tait, SOS Dr iver Sig Andy 
Marlow. 

SPRING FAIR 
And last but not least, there was the Spring Fair , where the Troop 

had two sta lls, one a hot potato stall run by the Canadians and the 
other a !Oc roll run by the Brits, it was a good day and we made lots 
of money. 

So to round o ff, while all that was going on Cpl Al 'Jaws' Taylor 
found time to finish off the White Elephant (Airfield Rebro), with a 
little help from the rest of the Troop . 

Cpl Bruce Findlay, W02 (SSM) Bennie Bennett, SSgt (SQMSJ 
Dave Forbes defeating Radio Tp 

RADIO TROOP 
PERSONALITIES 
Tp Comd Lt Paul Richer Canadian Signals 
Tp SSgt SSgt Chris McGinley 
Tp Sgt Sgt Willie Norton Canadian Signals. 

HELLOS AND GOODBYES 
We start by saying fond farewell to the following w~o have left us 

during April and May; Lt Roger Tremblay, Cpl Pete Gibbs, LCpl Bob 
'Flakey' Williams, M~pl Lapalme, and Cp,l Jin;i Culbert~on . . New 
arrivals in the Troop include Cpl Smudge Smith and Sig Timmy 
Bishop (Bish). . 

We would also like to welcome the most loved Canadians (French 
ones as well) . They include MCpl Nolet, Cpl 'Muscles ' Anthis and Sig 
Szilagyi (Ziggi to his friends). . . 

The big event in the Troop was the mamage of Ed and Shannon LuJ 
at St Barnabas Church on the UNP A. After the ceremony a superb 
reception followed at the Wire Inn. The evening was ~ouoded off with 
a meal in Nicosia . Congratulations and all best wishes to Ed and 
Shannon. 

L to R: Sgt Taff Bryant, Miss Amanda Harri~, Sgt Pete Atkinson, 
Mrs Shannon Luj, Cpl Ed Luj, Capt Brad Hicks (Padre) and Mrs 

Janet Atkinson 
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TECH ANl> LINE TROOP 
PERSO"IALITIES 
Tp Comd S gt IF ofS) Carl Shead 
Tp Sgt gt Si Norris 
Wksp Sgt Sgt McNulty, Line Sgts gts Pete Atkinson, Taff Br ant. 

ARRIVALS 
We extend a warm welcome to gt McNulty, Cpl Jolly, Hurd and 

Buddhi . 

DEPARTURES 
Farewells to Sgt Chhetra, Cpls Rock and K. F. S. Kingsford-Smith . 

thank you for all your hard work. 
Congratulations to Cpl Paul Witchell and his team who ' battled' on 

over the 80km ' stroll' to win Ex Aphrodites Conquest. 
Commcen Tp provided an Air Rifle Shooting Range at the Spring 

Fair which proved to be very popular and raised c£58 .00 for local 
charities. T he stand was set up and run by Cpl Niblock, Sigs Knox
Crichton, Gibben and Liston . Thanks for your efforts. 

We say farewell to Cpls Richardson, Smith, LCpl Andrew, S!g 
Billcliffe, Mathieson, Shuttleworth, Gibben and Tindale. We wish 
them well in their new postings. 

We welcome Cpls Tait, Horan, LCpl Lord, Sigs Liston , Knox
Crichton, Little and Bryson . Hope you enjoy your tour. 

Following the DASH Swimming Competition and a poor overall 
third position, although gaining a fi rst in the backstroke, SHq, Tech 
and Line made a brave comeback and won the games evemng that 
followed at the Wire Inn. 

ESBA HOCKEY TEAM 
On 8 April Sp Regt played 1 Sqn , 9 Sig Regt in the F:SBA hockey 

final . This was a close fought match that went to extra time, Sp Regt 
scoring in the final minutes to win 1-0. This finished off an excellent 
season with the team winning the league and the Cup . 

Squadron members taking part were: W02 (SSM) 'Bennie' Bennett, 
Sgt Mick Hodkinson, SSgt (SQMS) Dave Forbes and Sgt Phil Skene. 
A special thanks goes to WOl (YofS) Dougie MacTaggart and Sgt 
Phil Skenefor their help during the season. 

The winning team 

STRETCHER RUN AND SWIMMING COMPETITION 
The DASH series of inter-Troop competitions continued with the 

ever popular 3 mile screecher run followed ~y the swimming 
competition. Despite dubious (to say the least!) tacucs on the stretcher 
run the clear winners were Radio Tp with an excellent score of 38 
poi~ts from a maximum 42 . Congratulations to Radio Tp and better 
luck next time to the other two teams. 

The Squadron would like to welcome OCdt Andy Hopcraft who has 
come to us from the AA College Harrogate for four months before 
going to University College London. Little did And) think his holiday 
in the sun would be so heccic. We wish him an enjoyable tour. 
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One quadron stalwan who will mis Lhe delights of summer i 
W07 (FofS) Terry Waites and Cathy who left u for Catterick 
Garn on. Ju t before he departed on promotion, Terry had gained yet 
another Army R~gby Cap by p~aying in the Army team which 
defeated the RAF m the .Inter .Services Rugby 1atch. We wish Terry 
and Cathy every u ess m lhe1r new posting. To fill Terry's shoes we 
welcome W02 (FofS) Steve Wilks and his wife Marie who join us 
from 21 Sig Regt. We wish them both a pleasant and happy stay. 

HEADQ ARTER TROOP 
. Cpl 1:om Ro~hera \~as tasked to ~eport Troop activities. The 2JC, 
1 notono_usly ught with the allocation of Wire space! First mention 
mu t be given Lo SSM W02 Pete Woodward who et the Squadron a 
36 ~o_ur March and Shoot Competition. Sgt 'Geordie' McMahon our 
Tra.imn!! CO pent a .considerable amount of time reas uring the 
compe11.tors that the various stands would be at the grid reference the 
SSM a.id th~y would be. W02 Pete Woodward also showed himself 
to be something of an entrepreneur when he LOok on the organisation 
of the Bobby Davro CSE how for Episkopi Garrison. The Chief 
c.terk, SSgt Mark B~n~am meanwhile, was as usual, hidden behind a 
pile of pape~ thus givmg. LCpl Mike Smith, the Squadron Clerk, a 
ch~ce to ship off to 8 Sig Regt to what he hopes will prove to be a 
tagmg post for Los Angeles and civvy street. 

The ~QMS, S gt .Nat Col~ is busy celebrating hi selection for 
promot10~ and. the birth of h1 son Michael and LCpl Ian Sutton is 
a usua_I, JUmpu~g out of aeroplanes. All this leaves Sgt Pete Brooke; 
scratching w~al 1s left of his hair in the SWS Stores. The radio section 
under the g_u1dance of Cpls Alan Payne and Tom Rothera have been 
busy planrung and supporting a_ multitude of island-wide activities. 

eedless to say LCpl Andy Curtis and Sig 'LJ' Jones have borne the 
brunt of the work. We must, of course, mention Sgt Chris Geelan Cpl 
Andy Dutto.n and Sig Al Northcott who are all busy on the vehicle 
park prepanng for PRE. 

Bon voyage and best wishes to LCpl Mark Gray and Gaby on their 
move !O A!dershot and warm welcomes are extended to Cpl Jain Hay 
and his wife .Tracy and to LCpl 'Ian' Botham. We wish them a 
pleasant stay m HQ Tp. 

AIRFIELD TROOP GOSSIP 
Sgt Alan Piper gains prom.orion to SSgt and CBF's commendation. 
LCpls John Brennan, Mick Gotheridge and Taff Silver all get 

promoted to fuJJ Cpl. 
Sigs ~ndy ~aylett (now 21 Sig Regt) and Tim Rigby (now scaring 

snakes m Behze) are promoted to LCpl. 
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Pip Piper and LCpl Neil Swithenbank presented with CBF 
Cyprus commendation and a NI MID respectively 

259 Sig Sqn 
BFPO 53 

HAILS AND FAREWELLS 
We say hello to Sigs Silcock, Gizmo Carr and 'Geordie' Tonks in 

addition to our Hong Kong visitors Cpl Chung, LCpl Lo, Sigs Li and 
Kong. They h~ve sampled the various delights on offer here. 
~ongratulauons to LCpl 'Tonks' Munro and Tanya on the birth of 

their daughter Chelsea. 
Farewell and bon v.oyage to SSgt George Myerscough and Sgt Ken 

Jo~n of! to spend their redundancy money, Cpl Dai Treeby and LCpl 
Ned Sw1th~nbank to r~-trade at Catterick, LCpl John Brennan, Sig 
Trev ~ohnfmn to 21 Sig Regt and Sig Billy Share to 39 Inf Bde HQ 
and Sig Sqn. 

Fertility. The Troop are pleased to announced the births of Chelsea 
Munro to LCl!I Ally and Tanya Munro, Daniel Wilkens to Sig Simon 
and Lynne Wilkens, Matthew Jackson to LCpl David and Victoria 
Jac~s.o n and Lau.ren Walker to Cpl Steve and May Walker. Jn 
add1u?n forthcommg goo~ ~ews of new arrivals is expected soon from 
the ~1per. and Hart families. It's all down to the poor TV and 
Kokkmelh. (Also the fact that MRO don't send us enough manpower 
so we have to make our own. All good news for the Demographic 
Trough!) 

Al~FlELD TROOP ST AR IN ATHLETIC WINS IN WSBA 
Airfield Tp have ~~e ometimes dubious honour of being able to be 

selected for compet1.uons both at Episkopi and Akrotiri. This month 
saw the Troop.prov~de the ~ulk of the victorious Squadron Athletics 
team at the Ep1skop1 Athletics meet where the team beat the might of 
3 Q_ueen'~, Royal Hussars and lhe 12 SU amongst others. 

Fme d1spl.ays ?Y S!g Ton.y H_ind (discus), Lt 'Butch' Maycock 
(hammer), Sig Spike Little (triple Jump), Sig Tibsy Corbin (IOOm), Sig 
Gary Jordan (200m), Cpl Taff Silver (hurdles) and the valiant 
steeplechase by team manager SSgt (FofS) Dave Alexander saw the 
Squadron take a commanding lead in the early stages and stay there 
throughout the competition. 

The. ~ollowing. week the Troop performed in the RAF meeting at 
Akrotm and against all the odds wrangled the trophy from the RAF 
The Sqn. C?md pr?ved that young Squadron Leaders can't run and 
take a d1g m the nbs at the same time! 

And finally . .. Is the~e af!ot.her Troop in the Corps that can match 
the array of motorcycles m Airfield Tp? In the picture are the Akrotiri 
Chapter. They are L-R front row: Maj Jim Dryburgh (BMW R80 T) 
SSgt Georg~ Myerscough (CBR 650), Lt Butch Maycock (Hood~ 
Custom Wmg), LCp! John Brennan (Kawasaki Ninja) Cpl Si 
!fo~gso~ (6~0 XL Trials), LCpl Jacko Jackson (Suzuki 2SOF), Sig 
S~1ppy Ship (Honda VFR). L-R rear: Cpl Taff Silver (Suzuki 125 

Tnals), Sig Sp~e Litt!~ (Honda 250 Custom), SSgt Nick Phillips 
(Yamaha 175 :rnals), Sig Bob Marsden (RAF issue All Team Pedal 
Power Workb1ke). The Red Arrows were just paying respects! 

Akrotiri Chapter 
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Airfield Troop Ladies Pancake Race Team 
L to R: Sally Allexander, Jackie Treeby, Silke Silver and Debbie 

Pinsent 
Front: Nicky Alexander 

EPISKOPI TROOP 
As usual the Troop is far too busy to spare the time to write Wire 

Notes. However one must not let the opportunity pass to congratulate 
Cpl Dave Laverie and his section on putting in a splendid performance 
and winning the March and Shoot Competition. This merely 
emphasises that Episkopi Tp are the real professionals in the 
Squadron and take such things in their stride. To this elite band we 
welcome Sgt Stu Barclay and his wife Darren, LCpl Al Ritchie and 
wife Maria and Sigs Shimmans and McLean. Goodbyes to Sgt Andy 
Hartley, Sgt Phil Wynne and Elaine. 

MOUNTAIN TROOP 
ARRIVALS AND DEPARTURES 

Welcome to Sgt Vince Murphy who joined us on the mountain 
straight from Belize and farewell to FofS Mick Milne and his wife 
Judith who have moved on to Airfield Tp at Akrotiri. 

At work it has been a busy time with the last few circuits finally 
being put onto CRISP enabling us to remove the old GEC kit. This 
has also meant that we have been able to get PSA in to completely 
refurbish the Terminal, right down to a new floor. Ex members of the 
Troop would not recognise it now. 

CONGRATULATIONS 
Congratulations to Cpl Matt Helm on receiving his LS & GC. This 

is Matt's third medal since he joined the Squadron in 1990! We wish 
him every success in civvy street as he leaves us on redundancy. 
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PER ONALITIES 

56 Sig Sqn (V) 
Eastbourne 

Sqn Comd Maj M. C. Gilyeat 
2IC Capt S. Wilko z 
PSAO Capt I.E. Murray, Tp Comd 858 Tp Capt M. T. H. Stewart, 
Tp Officer 2Lt J. A. Blake, PSI SSgt I. Flooks, Tp Comd 859 Tp 2Lt 
K. G. Fletcher, PSI Sgt J. Paine, SQMS (NRPS) SSgt A. 
Cunningham. 

The Squadron's training has continued apace. The new Tuesday 
night programme has met with enthusiastic approval and the new 
module for weekend trade training began successfully in May. The 
recently established Recruit Tp is now up and running and producing 
good results: we have a steady stream of new recruits, while several 
Troop members have recently completed their 12 week basic training 
programme. Meanwhile, four soldiers, Sigs Julia Capell, Lorraine 
Guthrie, Andy Cox and Karen Cooper, all returned from Catterick 
having successfully tackled the Recruits' Course there. 
Congratulations go to Sig Capell on being awarded Best Recruit on 
her course. Other Squadron members have been involved in courses, 
notably Sgt Jock Oyer who completed his Staff Sgt's Course in 
February, Sgts Paul Gruncell and Phil Waterhouse, currently 
attending theirs, and Cpl Mike Dowds, currently attending an 
advanced Tele Op (Data) Course at Catterick. There have been several 
training weekends, the most memorable of which was a Military Skills 
weekend, held on 16-17 May when we had a sharp reminder of what 
it's like to be on our own two feet rather than the luxury of 
landrovers! The weekend also marked the final visit to the Squadron 
by Brig Peter Burke, Comd 12 Sig Bde (V), who was impressed by the 
military training organised in preparation for the rigours of the night 
exercise to come. The Squadron used the opportunity to present the 
Brigadier with a commemorative barometer, and wish him all the very 
best in his new appointment in MOD. 

Another farewell was made at the 12 Sig Bde Study Period, held at 
Blandford during 9/10 May 92, attended by all the Squadron's 
Officers. This was the final gathering before the Brigade is disbanded 
later this year. On a slightly different note, on 20-21 May 92 three 
Squadron members, SSgt Paul Hattemore, Cpl Dowds and LCpl 
Cooper, lent a hand with a management training course organised by 
a local company. They helped out with the command task phase and 
remarked on the novelty of not being on the receiving end for once! 

A number of promotions have been gained recently. 
Congratulations go to SSgt Jock Dyer, Sgt Alistair Baker, Cpls Bob 
Cooper and Stuart Douglas, and to LCpl Andy Harding. 

The major (forgive the pun!) change within the Squadron recently 
has been the departure of the Sqn Comd Maj Bob Williamson, after 
two very enjoyable and eventful years. His Dining-Out was held on 30 
May, at which he and his wife, Jackie, were presented with two 
Chinese prints. Maj Williamson was also presented with a board 
commemorating the Officers Commanding 858/859 Corps 
Reinforcement Sig Tps, given by Maj Trevor Boocock. In return Maj 
Williamson presented the Squadron with a set of silver goblets. We 
take the opportunity to thank Maj Williamson for all his hard work 
during his time with the Squadron, and wish him the best of luck in 
his new posting as S02 Comms HQ 54(EA) Bde Colchester. At the 
same time the Squadron welcomes its new Sqn Comd Maj Mike 
Gilyeat, and his family who have joined us from HQBF Belize. We 
hope they enjoy their time at Eastbourne, and that the Squadron will 
continue to expand and improve. 
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81 Sig Sqn (V) 
Middlesbrough 

PER 0 ALITl 
Sqn Comd Maj B. Harrison TD 
21C Capt A. Spencer 
TOT Capt D. Corrie, PSAO Capt J. J. Elliott MBE, Admin Assistant 
Mi J. Barlow, 1 W02 (SSM) C. Ryan. 

As it i some time since we reported on our activities in The Wire 
it i worth reminding readers of the rather special situation of the 
Squadron. 81 Sig qn (V) is the only pecialist, previously known a 
spon ored, Squadron in the Corp , and as such recruit only soldiers 
and officers who e civilian experience and training pre-equips them 
for a Royal Signals role. The result of this recruiting approach i that 
the bulk of the Squadron are employed in their civilian jobs by British 
Telecom, a connecuon which is reinforced through our Honorary 
Colonel, Col Mike Bt!tt, Deputy Chairman of BT. 

Becau e of the high level of technical and trade training achieved by 
the members in their civilian occupations we operate on a reduced 
training commitment, one long weekend in the spring for military 
training, and a 15 day camp in Germany in the autumn, making a total 
of 19 days. This minimum commitment is met by the whole quadron, 
currently tanding at a strength of 185 officers and men (this 
repre ents 95% recruitment). However, each year around 80 soldiers 
do an additional voluntary two weeks assisting 259 Sig Sqn at RAF 
Akrotiri in Cypru . 

Members ot. 81 Sig Sqn. (V) fully integrated with 259 Sig Sqn on 
Project Aphrodite at RAF Akrotiri in July 1991 

So much for the background, what of our last training year? At the 
end of April 1992 we kicked off our annual Out of Camp Training, 
conducted for the last time, allhough we did not know it at the time 
at Scarborough. During the four day weekend we were able to brush 
up on our military training, including our APWT, First Aid and NBC 
not forgetting, of course, the bracing BIT along the sea front. ' 

In spite of a, very soci<:tb.le Friday night all were up, bright and early, 
for a full days dry trammg on Saturday, when such skills at Voice 
Procedure, Weapon Training and Oral Orders were revised. In the 
evening, while the soldiers indulged in various 'cultural' activities in 
Scarborough, the officers entertained Maj Gen J. O. C. Alexander CB 
OBE, Comd Comms BAOR and Brig Peter Burke Comd 12 Sig Bde 
in the O~fices'. Mess. An enjoyable evening was h~d by all, although 
we are sull trymg to find out what the two Officer Cadets who shall 
remain nameless, we!e doing unde! the table. What the Se~geants got 
up to on Satu.rday rught can remam only a matter for conjecrure for 
those of us, like.the author, who are not members of their mess. 

What seemed hke only a couple of hours later, on Sunday morning, 
the Squadron moved to Strensa!J Ranges near York to fire the APWT 
get gassed and practice some First Aid. ' 

. Having completed . our Out of. Camp training the Squadron 
dispersed,. to meet. ag.am as a whole m Germany in early October. In 
between limes a s1gruficant proportion attended additional voluntay 
camps in. Cyp~s. Camp 1991 was one of our four yearly Squadron 
Camps, 1!1 which, after the first week, dispersed as Troops at the 
~lutch Anfield an~ Starrnet maintenance centres doing our nonnal 
Jobs of commu~cations system installation and repair, we 
congregated at 16 Sig Regt for a week of Squadron military training. 

.As a. r~sult of the unavoidable a~ter-effects of Operation Granby 
this tram1Dg took the form of a senes of Command Task/Initiative' 
test exercises together with some extended range and NBC work 
rather than the 1;1s~al Infantry exercise. All of this was conducted o~ 
the Arsbech Trammg area. The value of this training, while enhanced 
by the won?erfully unseasonal weather was built upon the enthusiasm 
and C?mmument of all Squadron members. This enthusiasm and 
commitment were fully tested when the PSAO, Capt John Elliott's 
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Forced Marsh TA Style - LCpl 'Killer' Green in beret providing 
medical cover 

SSgt (FofS} George Johnson w ishing he could join the line 

valiant negotiations with the RAF to get us home resulted in some very 
late changes of plan. However, the professionalism and flexibility of 
the Sq~adron came to the fore, and everybody got home, eventually. 
~avmg completed our commitment for the year, the Officers and 

Semor .f".COs, led by c~e Sqn Comd, Maj Bernard Harrison, met for 
an additional weekend ID December to review the year's training, and 
plan the n~xt: Out of Camp training at Strensall in April, Camp in 
Germany ID September/ October, and another 80 soldiers off to 
Cyprus at various points throughout the Summer. 

As planned Out of Camp Training 1992 took olace at Strensall in 
late .April. The format for the weekend was largely · based on the 
previous year, except that we took advantage of our proximity to the 
ran~~s to do so~e additional shooting on Saturday. Another new 
addil!on was. the mtrod.uction of Securicy training in the form of a 
practt~I session on Vehicle Check Points .. SSgt Makin's performance 
as a disgruntled local farmer together with one section's dramatic 
reaction to a checkpoint breaking Landrover added colour to the 
event. 

On Saturday afternoon we were joined by our guest for the 
weekend, the Master of Signals, Maj Gen A. C. Birtwistle CB OBE 
DL. Having taken the opportunity to review the Squadron at work 
the Master took the Squadron Medal Parade, where he presented ~ 
r~ord number of 32 Efficiency medals, and Territorial Decorations . 
F1Dally he presented 786 (Starrnet) Tp with the Sergeants' Mess Best 
Tr<?o.P. Trophy for their outstanding performance on the day's 
act1V1t1es. 

The Officers of the ~quadron were joined in the evening by the 
Master, ~nd Co~d ~2 Sig Bde (V) for a memorable 25th anniversary 
dmner rught. This dmner celebrating the 25 years since the Squadron 
was formed from 81 Sig Regt, was made all the more memorable by 
the truly outstanding culinary skills of Cook Sgt 'I'm not too sure 
about the Rioja' Proctor, and in spite of some doubts the magnificent 
wines selected by the Mess Wines member Capt Bill Lane. 

The rest of the weekend followed the format that has been so 
successful in the past, with the APWT much enhanced through the use 
of the new computerised ETR range at Strensall. 
T~e end of this training year will be somewhat different from the 

previous 25, for at the beginning of November we come under the 
command of 21 Sig Regt (AS) at Colerne, formalising an association 
we have had with the R~gll:ient in Germany for many years. 

.we .all l<?ok forward with immense enthusiasm to the opportunities 
this will bring and hope that we will be able to continue as one of the 
!Dost highly recruited, stable and above all, best value for money units 
m the TA. 
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633 Sig Tp 
BFPO 12 

PERSONALITIES 
Tp Comd Lt Dave Drinkall 
FofS W02 (FofS) Phil McGiveron 
YofS W02 (YofS) Andy Craig, Tp SSgt SSgt Jim Lewington, TQMS 
Sgt Daren Abson. 

The Troop has been busy carrying out preparatory work for the 
New Commcen, with the complete re-wiring of the telephone system 
at Rideau and Holdfast as well as WIG's exercise, numerous 
inspections including CDCN review. However, some have managed to 
get away on more leisurely activities such as jungle exercises and Cayes 
trips. 

The Troop would like to wish the following good luck at their new 
units: Lt Harlow, SSgt Jim Lewington, W02 (YofS) Jim Storey, Sgts 
Tony Bentley, Graham Perch, Darren Absent, Cpls Craig McGowan, 
Brian Ansell, Al Sparling, Mark Whitehead, Mac McKensie, Pete 
Gruncell, Al Sparling, Steve Brown and Kev Cooney. LCpl Wood, 
Sigs Beresford, Smith, Southern and McCarthy. 

We would like to welcome the following: Lt Dave Drinkall, W02 
(YofS) Andy Craig, SSgt Turner, Sgts Barker, 'Chalky' White, Jim 
Cuthbert, Cpls Jones, Harden Partarsing and Shea. LCpls Goreman, 
Minett, Rajen, Lant and Sigs Dutton, Wilkinson and Wales. 

TROOP SALVATION ARMY SUPPORT 
by Cpl Steve Brown 

Lucky people spend their last weekend in Beli~ panic tanning on ~he 
Cayes but I was involved in the Troop's Chanty Work at the Belize 
branch of the Salvation Army. Owing to the many needs in this area 
it is a very busy organisation, and its funds are spread very ~hinly. To 
assist in alleviating this 633 Sig Tp has adopted the Salvation Army 
as one of its charities. . 

After 10 members of the Troop raised 1500B$ on a Cooma Cairn 
100 mile run, organised by the then Tp Comd Capt Davis and FofS 
W02 (FofS) Phil McGiveron, the day arrived to spend some of the 
money. . . 

We started with a convoy to the 'out of bounds' area of Behze city, 
and rendezvoused at the main Salvation Army school. 

SSgt Jim Lewington and Cpl Steve Brown quickly organised the 
'Volunteers'; Cpls Brown, Crabtree, Hawkins, Harland and Sig 
McCarthy . , 

We were then taken to the Salvation Army 'the old men's home 
situated beside Belize's open sewage works, namely a canal, where we 
weeded and tidied the place up. 

Next the ' Jungle area' was cleared where a mosquito breeding pond 
was found. Plenty of people took an interest in our pursuits, not to 
mention snakes cockroaches, lizards, millipedes and other horrors. 
They took a keen interest in our 'Bellamy' abroad, Sig Dave 
McCarthy who escaped up the nearest tree. . . 

After finishing his task Cpl Jim Hawkins was sent to d1smfect a ~ap 
between the building and the wall where a year's load of rubbish, 
leaves and stagnant water had collected. 

Finally we tackled the drainage at the mosquito pond before 
returning to the main school to assist the others. 

Meanwhile back at the School work begun in earnest, having 
discovered that the area in which the school is situated consists mo~tly 
of wooden houses made from salvaged wood . Of course, our first 
impressions were ' It can't be that bad' how wrong can ~ou b~! The 
cookhouse and dining room were in such a bad state of d1srepa1r that 
we thought it would take a week to sort out, the classrooms were 
equally bad but 633 rose to the challenge. 

Armed with elbow grease, disinfectant, rubber gloves, Sgt Abson, 
LCpl 'Chico' Towers, Lt Harlow, went t'! work. . . 

Live mains cabling was found protrudmg at vanous pomts and 
made safe . .. After LCpl Wood had tested them 'Ouch!' Spider 
removal was carried out by Sig 'Agoraphobic' Wilkinson. 

LCpl Towers learned how to break dance on a red ants' nest. 
All the walls were replaced, new doors fitted and. the desks and 

chairs repaired Sgt 'Carpenter' Webb managed to bwld all the doors 
slightly too large J?ut soon resolved that by getting Cpl Jim Hawkins 
to 'adapt' them with a shave here, a shave there. 

SSgt Jim Lewington, managed to retrieve enough bits of wood to 
make another door! 
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The painters Cpls Nige Crabtree, Brian Ansell, Sigs 'Flash' Ward, 
and 'Mogwai' McWha managed, eventually, to paint at a faster rate 
than it peeled off. 

Cpls McGowan and Todd were located eventually. 
W02 (FofS) Phll McGiveron having fin;shed the Tp Comds duty 

joined in the foray on Sunday and subsequently lost the trailer wheel 
with Sig Brad Bradbury in between dump trips! 

Halfway through the morning the FofS, Sgt John Webb and Ken 
Barker had to 'race' back to camp to help Cpl Jon Clarke keep t_he 
locals out of the transit site, having been broken into yet aga1D! 
After much ado all the jobs were completed. Then Sgt Graham Perch 
suddenly produced a camera and started photo sessions whilst Sgts 
Jim Cuthbert and John Boreman continued to try and fit the water 
machine. With the final cleaning completed everyone jumped on to 
the 4 tonner parked around the comer for a much needed shower and 
some grub at the Sunspot club. 

EXERCISE GREEN SCIENCE 
The Troop often provides comms assistance to adventure training 

teams and fo r expeditions into jungle areas. On this occasion Cpl Al 
Sparling volunteered to accompany an expedition to an unexplored 
region of the jungle to catalogue plant and animal life. The team of 
IO included members of the Belize Defence Force, the Belize Zoo 
proprietor as well as forestry and reptologist experts. 

Landing by helicopter in a small jungle clearing the team came upon 
an ex-guerilla camp, hence the Belize Defence Force presence. 
Communications were eventually achieved after much climbing of 
hills and resupply was arranged. The going was rough, with tracks 
having to be cut into the virgin jungle to move, but, this aside, the 
expedition was an experience and a success with a number of new 
species of plant and reptile life bei!lg uncovere~. . . 

After the arduous trekking the pickup by helicopter m a shng (my 
first) was not a worry, food and sleep were uppermost in my mind. 

BRITISH FORCES BROADCASTING SERVICE BELIZE 
During 91192 BFBS has seen its contingent of Corps ladies increase 

from one to three with Rosemary McGiveron (Rosy Mac t~ the 
listeners) being joined by Elaine Rowe and Maggie G~yeat Qv1ag,g1e G) 
all married to members of the Corps . Rose and Elaine do1Dg. Good 
Morning Belize' shows and Maggie G's dulcet tones covenng the 
nightspot. . 

BFBS is beginning to believe its a Corps takeover. This has got to 
be a first. Also worth pointing out is that the ladies still haven't leaked 
any quiz answers yet, so, as yec, no BFBS tee shirt! 

Photo shows left Elaine and Rose right, in front Maggie 
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662 Sig Tp 
BFPO 58 

Tp Comd Capl Le Rix 
AO Capt Kim Wardner AGC 

1 W02 ( SM) Dale Ikin, Maint Section Comd SSgt (FofS) Mark 
Edwards, Comm Section Comd W02 (YofS) Chris Rogan SQMS 

~t John Black, Station Comd FSS Cape Greco SSgt Nige' Varley, 
Chief Clerk gt teve Gorman. 

HELLO A D GOODBYES 
We ay goodbye to the following members of the Troop and wish 

them well for the future. W02 Chri Rogan, Liz and family off to 
Blandford and 30 Sig Regt, after a visit to the Corps Skill-at-Arms 
1eet. _gl Chri_ G dner, Hazel and family auached to 33 Sig Regt (V) 

f?r their last 1x months. gt Don Anderson and hi wife Dee to 30 
Sig Regt (V) for their l~st si m nths. The newly promoted Cpl 
Gniham Johns?n to 15 Sig Regt, LCpl Joe McGuinness Elaine and 
family to 259 Sig Sqn on promotion to Cpl and last but ~ot least Sig 
Tanya Ayres to JCUFI on promotion . 

On the arrival front we extend a very warm welcome to Sgt Si 
Metcalfe and Heather from JCUFI, Sgt Dave Purnell and Carol from 
4 AD~R, gt Ro~ Lond from 242 Sig Sqn, Sig Keith Newman and 
Lorrame from 8 Sig Regt and finally Sig Nikki Shannon from JCUFJ. 

F DAY FOR E ERYONE 
DHEKELIA GARRI ON FETE 

The 1992 Dhekelia Garrison. Fete,. org3;nised by 662 Sig Tp and 
ponsored by Gold ~t~r Motors m CODJunct1on with Zizo Travel, took 
plac~ at the D~e.keha Jetty on a corching Wednesday 22 April 1992. 
~Vnh stalls hmng the B!lsa car park and varying in wares from 662 

Wive ' Treas~re Hunt to sewing machines to a clay pigeon hoot and 
lots more beside, there was plenty for everyone. 

. The RAF Red Arrows opened the Fete with a spectacular aerial 
display, watched by Comd Dhekelia Garrison, Col M. A. G. Watts 
~E, AVM M: J. Pilkingt~n CBE and Lady Ramsbotbam pictured 
with Capt L. ~ Tp Comd m the background. This was followed by 
a_parachute display 9:I1d the rest of the Fete programme, including 9 
Sig Regt RPC Dog Display, a ~arate Demo, Childrens' Races and the 
draw for the first five pnzes m the Grand Raffle. 

Thr.oughout the day BFBS did a live broadcast and Sgt Gillie Potter 
and his 54~21 Intern~tional Roadshow was a splendid Fete compere. 
Other musical auract1ons of the day were the I WFR Regimental Band 
and. Drum~ and the Teobury Town Band. The latter was being hosted 
dunng therr stay by I WFR. 

The ~ete was a ~reat success and as well as providing a fun day out 
for all m the Garnson, a total of C£1,500 was raised for the Garrison 
Welfare Fund, the Army Benevolent Fund and a local Cypriot charity. 

Seated (From_ l to RJ:_ Lady Ramsbotham, Col M. A. G. Watts 
Capt l. Rix (standmg to rear}, and AVM M. J. Pilkington ' 
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CAMBRIDGE UNIVERSITY OTC 

INTER UOTC 'HF' COMPETITION 
During t~e '~eekend ~~ 10 May Cambridge UOTC organised an 

Inter-OTC HF coi;npel!l!on. T_he corrpetition was designed to test 
the OTCs and of~1cer cadets m ' HF' radio techniques building 
antenna~ ar;id. plottmg and planning medium range 'HF' c~mms. 

Each m~1v1dual OTC h~d to make as many 'contacts' as possible 
t~ Cambridge UOTC during the day using various frequencies and 
different antennas. 

The com~etition was very close run with Aberdeen, London and 
Tayforth bemg _the fron~ runners from all the OTCs. Tayforth were 
the eventual wmners with an excellent display of knowledge and 
int~rest of 'HF'. . They were awarded a Cambridge UOTC plaque for 
their work during the weekend. 

r~JNTATION OF LS & GC MEDAL TO W02 (SSM) K. A. 

. ?n 3 June I ~92 Brig_ A. J_. Calder OBE, Comd 54 (East Anglia) Bde, 
v1s11ed Cambridge University OTC during which he presented the LS 
& GC Medal to W02 (SSM) K. A. Jones, PSI R Signals Wing. 

Jones and Mrs Jane Jones after the 
presentation 
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THE ROYAL SIGNALS YACHT CLUB 

Admiral 
Commodore 
Vice Commodore 

Maj Gen P . D. Alexander CB MBE 
Col P. J. Pritchard 
Col R. A. Wright 

Rear Commodores: Offshore, Maj B. H. Rowe; Dinghies, Lt Col M. J. P . Collins; Windsurfing, Lt Col C. D. McK Kemp; 
BAOR, Lt Col N. K. P. Hope. 

CONTACTS 

Yachtmasters: UK: Capt J . F. Calvert Blandford Mil 2459 
BAOR: Capt A. P. Bristow, Verden Mil 302 
Cyprus: Maj R. C. T. Cuthbert, Ayios Nikolaos 7466 

Secretaries: General: Maj J. P. McD Coulthard, Tidworth Mil 2320 
Dinghy Racing UK: Capt G. Odling, Blandford Mil 2398 
Dinghy Racing BAOR: Capt G. R. Norton, Herford Mil 2349 
UK Windsurfing: Capt D. J. Gilchrist, Tidworth Mil 2322/2403 
BAOR Windsurfing: WOI J. P. Mold, Herford MU 3285 

CLUB RALLY 
The Rally was well attended. 11 yachts gathered for the occasion 

and 46 members dined in the Lymington Town Sailing Club. The tone 
of the evening was set by the Commodore of the Lymington Town 
Sailing Club, Mr Jim Flemming who in his welcoming address 
revealed that he is 'one of us', having done his National Service with 
the Corps. The food was good and plentiful, and the service excellent. 
The Commodore, Col P. J. Pritchard paid tribute to the major 
contributions made to the club by Lt Col Alan Davies (Yachtmaster) 
Sgt Alan Morgan (Bosun) and Cpl Frank Jones (Bosun) who all hand 
over their jobs this year. He gave particular thanks to Sgt Alan 
Morgan for his 13 years service to the club. 

WINTER ADVENTURE TRAINING EXERCISE 
Unfortunately it has been necessary to cancel the Adventure 

Training Exercise this winter. It is intended to run one in 1993 and any 
Unit or individual willing to take on tbe task of organising the 
Exercise should contact the Rear Commodore Offshore as soon as 
possible. This is an offer too good to refuse, a little paperwork in 
exchange for a winter of sun, sand and sea in exotic places. 

OFFSHORE COURSE 
Another successful offshore course was held this year using 5 

JSASTC Victoria 34s. 17 students attended the course and six Day 
Skippers and nine Competent Crew gained qualifications. 

PARANG 
The Corps yacht 'Parang', based in Cyprus, has some available 

dates for charter later this year. Anyone interested contact the 
Secretary, 9 Sig Regt, BFPO 58 or Cyprus Mil ext: 7466. 

WINDSURFING 
CORPS KNOCK-OUT CHAMPIONSHIPS 

We drew the REME in the first round. A better prediction of 
worthy finalists couldn't have been made! Regrettably of the two, the 
REME ran out worthy winners when the event was sailed at Netley on 
7 May. The team was made up of Maj Jo Fletcher and Cpl Barry 
Raine from BAOR with Maj Brian Pettifer, Sgts Dave Maw, Norman 
Finnegan and Andy Chalmers from UK. Despite some competitive 
and gutsy sailing, with the odd protest thrown in, the REME won by 
two races to one. Hopefully next year this event will be inaugurated 
as a Corps League in much the same manner as the dinghy 
competition, this would serve well to improve our standards with 
additional racing experience gained. 

BAOR ARMY CHAMPIONSHIPS 
With the Corps BAOR event postponed due to a total lack of wind 

at the Dummersee on 4/5 May the Germany-based windsurfers were 
praying for the precious commodity to bless their BAOR Army 
Competition. Happily wind did materialise allowing seven races to be 
run with the following Corps results: 

lndividual-7.Sm Class 
Cpl Barry Raine 
WOI John Mold 
Sgt Andy Elliott 
Capt Bill White 
Sgt John Fradley 
Maj Phil Filby 

Team 
7 Sig Regt 
14 Sig Regt (EW) 
22 Sig Regt 
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4th 
14th 
16th 
17th 
19th 
32nd out of a massive 71 

3rd 
5th 
7th out of 12 major units 
competing. 

fleet. 

SOUTHERN DISTRICT (W) CHAMPIONSHIPS 
The inaugural event for this meeting was sailed at Exmouth in 

varying winds force 1-4, 27/28 May. From a fleet of 28 which 
comprised many Army team sailors the Corps mustered 3 with the 
following results: 

Capt Dave Gilchrist 2nd Lightweight 
Capt Lawrence McCourt 3rd Lightweight/Novice 
Maj Brian Pettifer 6th Heavyweight 

CORPS UK CHAMPIONSHIPS 
4-6 June saw this event sailed at Browndown where a typical UK 

variety of June wind and weather provided testing conditions 
throughout the individual and team events. The 20 individual 
windsurfers experienced warm sunshine with light airs in the morning 
and stronger force 3-4 conditions in the afternoon on the first day. 
The Friday saw not only a change in wind direction and strength but 
also rain on a miserable, cold and grey day. If Thursday was the 
novices day then Friday catered for the more experienced with good 
wind gusting on occasion to force 5. The final day as usual was 
devoted to the inter-unit team event which was plagued with very light 
airs coupled with the Browndown 4 knots tidal race! 

Altogether some 11 races were sailed with the following individual 
and team awards being presented by the Club Commodore, Col P. J. 
Pritchard. 

Individual 
Overall Champion 
Lightweight Champion 

Runner-up 
Novice 

Heavyweight Champion 
Runner-up 
Novice 

Best Veteran 
Best Guest 

Team 
Winners (3 years running) 

J24 
by Captain David Ellis 

Sgt Dave Maw 
Capt Dave Gilchrist 
Cpl 'Geordie' English 
Capt Paul Cross 
Sgt Norman Finnegan 
W02 Ian Gillett 
Sig Andy McLeod 
Maj Brian Pettifer 
Mr Simon Pettifer 

8 Sig Regt 

We have now sailed our first regatta in the new J24, christened 'The 
Hitch Hiker's Guide to the Galaxy' as its sail number is 4242. (To 
those in the know, 42 is the answer to life, the universe and everything 
in the radio serial). The event was the National Championships, held 
at Rhu on the Firth of Clyde in very testing conditions. The sailing 
area, although tidal, was enclosed on all sides by high hills, and so we 
were very pleased with our overall result of fourth in a seven race 
series with no discard. 

We had teamed up with Simon Rogers, of Rogers' Yachts from 
whom we had bought the boat, to act as our Cockpit man and 
tactician. He was of great value in these conditions, with his tactical 
calls being sound and at the same time telling the crew why he was 
making these decisions. The good news is that he has expressed 
interest in sailing in the boat through to the 1993 Worlds, giving us 
good long term continuity. 

The rest of the crew line up was Capt David Ellis as Helmsman, Sgt 
Chas Cowell on Spinnaker, Maj John Rowley at Mast and Capt Tim 
Pender-Johns on Foredeck. 

There is no doubt at all that 'Hitch Hiker' is faster all round than 
'Chieftain', and once again our thanks for her are due to Eric and 
Sbenda Glover for their generous sponsorship. 
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· - Sport_-:- ·_ . , -

FOOTBALL 
T M MANAGER' REPORT 
By apt W. J. O'Rourke 

The Corp football quad departed from Heathrow airport on the 
evening of Friday 10 April for a three match tour of Cyprus. 

The ~ajority of the players are ba ed at 2 Sig Regt, York and, 
ha\;ng JU t lo t che rmy Cup Final were till in a tate of depression . 

The final match on Thur day 16 was held on che regimental pitch 
of 9 Sig Regt against the Army at Ay ik and che game was actended 
by the D BFC Brig J. H. Almonds and the CO of 9 Sig Regt , Lt Col 

. C. Jack on MBE. 
The Army team had been well prepared by LI 'Butch' Maycock of 

259 Sig Sqn and his coach W02 (QM -I) Danny McQuaig APTC. 
1arshalled by Sig 'Tibbs' Corbin the. responded by giving us a 
racking match . 
That man Alford , with a fine hat trick, saw us home by four goals 

to one, the ocher goal being courtesy of the Army left back . Cpl Andy 
Mc William wa di appointed to concede the only goal of the tour . 

The after macch celebrations culminated in a farewell presentation 
to the Corp coach W02 (QMSI) Dave Smith who ha been in charge 
for the last two years. 

On behalf of myself and the players, I would like to thank the Corps 
ecretary Maj John Turner for a superbly organi ed tour; the CO of 

9 Sig Regt for hosting us, and where nothing was too much trouble; 
the Paymaster Capt Terry White who did all the ' running around' for 
us and made the tour a pleasure. 

Finally 1. would like to thank the players, who not only did a 
marvellous JOb on the football side, but represented the Corps in the 
right spirit throughout the tour. 

As our opponents had just won the Inter-Service's match we 
expected a tough start to the tour. I need not have worried, one of the 
best performances from a Corps Team l have seen in many a year 
finished 5-0 in our favour, with the goals comfog from Cpl Gary 
Williams (two), one each for Sig Paul Brown, LCpl Alfie Alford and 
Sgt Al Biggins, the Corps skipper. 

It was also a pleasure to watch the defence in general and Sig Calvin 
Ben~ and LCpl George Crawford in particular, who denied the RAF 
a sntff of our goal. The after-match conversation inevitably drifted 
back to the Cup Final with a sprinkling of 'if only'. Still life is full 
of 'if onlys'; but next year for sure! ' 

Our second game on Tuesday was against a local Cypriot second 
division si~e, Arri~ppou FC. Once we adapted to their contrasting 
style of quick passmg, we finally got on top and a fine second half 
goal by LCpl Alfie Alford sealed the game in our favour. 

Sgt 'Al' Higgins ( ~ Sig Regt) Corps skipper prior to the kick off 
against RAF Cyprus at RAF Akrotiri 

294 

CORPS FOOTBALL (BAOR) 
THE END OF AN ERA 

This phocograph was taken prior to the Royal Signals v REME 
Corps competition match played ac Francisca Barracks St Tonis on 
Friday, 10 April 1992. The fixture was a sad occasion fo; W02 (SSM) 
Brinn Parkhill, as he was leaving BAOR for the UK, thereby bringing 
to a close many long years spent as a player, coach and trainer. I am 
sure his many friends in the Corp will join in wishing him and Andrea 
all che best for the future and a big thank you for hi outstanding 
contribution to Corps football. 

Result to Date 
R S!gnals v RAOC . won 2-0 (Corps competition) 
R Signal BAOR v R Signals UK drew 1- l (friendly) 
R S!gnals v RAPC won 4- 2 (friendly) 
R S!gnals v RA won 2-0 (Corps competition) 
R S!gnals v RE won 1- 0 (Corps competition) 
R Signals v REME won 3-1 (Corps competition 

see photograph) 

The Royal Signals BAOR football team went through to the semi
final of the Corps Cup Competition on 20 May and beat RAPC 2-0 
but lost to the Royal Engineers in the final . ' 

Back Row: W02 Parkhill , Sig Gamble, Sgt Ferguson , LCpl Jones, 
SS!=!t Wharton , Cpl Stephenson, Capt Hearn , Cpls Ridley, Wells , 

Sgts Dick, Crosthwaite 
Front Row: SSgt Moye, Cpl Maughan , Maj Lockwood (Secreta ry), 
Sgt Wayman, Lt Col Elford (Chairman), Sgt Breheney, Cpl 

Greenwood 

GOLF 
Report by Lt Col A. F. Browne, Captain Corps Golfing Society 

TREBLE VICTORIES 
To repon success is always a pleasure . To repon the success that the 

Corps Golf sides have achieved in the first half of this season is 
exceptional, indeed unique in the already illustrious history of our 
Corps' teams. 

SPRING MEETING 
For reasons ll:lready reported the season's Spring Meeting was 

moved to Cattenck and whilst I appreciate the inconvenience caused 
to so_me _living in the South, the first outstanding achievement was that 
app~cat!ons for entry greatly exceeded places available (nearly 140 
aJ?phcauons ~or a maximum of 96 tee positions). Jn the event all those 
with a h_and1cap above 20 had to be ballotted out, which in turn 
resulted 1~ ~ most competitive competition amongst the remainder. 
The cond_1uons were blustery requiring a high degree of skill to 
succeed, m truth however it must be said that for Catterick the 
weather could have been more taxing! The results of the various 
events ~re shown be~ow and as ever prizes were spread amongst many 
competitors. Two fmal thoughts, firstly to repeat the praise of all 
present for Ma) Carmichael's splendid organisation of the event and 
secondly,_ lookmg. to the future, to warn players that ballotting out 
~ppears likely agam _a~ the popularity of golf increases-the message 
1s therefore keep stnvmg to reduce those handicaps! 
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WINNERS AT THE CORPS SPRING MEETING 
Royal Signals Champion Cup and 1st 
in Stableford 
Falloway Cup (Regular Soldiers Scratch) 
and I st Scratch Prize 
Handicap Trophy and !st in Medal Div 
1st in Medal Div 2 
Royal Signals Greensomes Trophy 
and !st Prize 
Royal Signals Officers Trophy (Scratch) 
Inter Unit Team Trophy 
Jst 18 Hole Medal-1st Prize 
2nd 18 Hole Medal-1st Prize 

gt Marston-Weston 

SSgt Shiels 
Mr Graham 

SSgt Gilmour 

Maj Gainford/SSgt Bacon 
Capt Leach 

8 Sig Regt A Team 
W02 Burgess 
Maj Gainford 

THE ARMY INTER-CORPS CHAMPIONSHIPS 
(THE ROY AL IRISH RANGER BOWL) 

This years Inter Corps Championship was held at the West Lanes 
Golf Club on conditions not too disimilar to the Spring Meeting, 
sunny but very windy. Our 'A' side comprised Lt Col Willie Brewin, 
LCpl Rob Hare, Sgt Sim~n Boyd and Capt Steve ~a.tson , a strong 
team of which we had high hopes of success. Thts 1s however an 
extremely competitive event with all the top Army players in the vari
ous sides. It is played 'off the stick' on a 'holes-up' basis, thus all 
players counting up to the very last hole. To win our team needed to be at 
their very best to beat the four other equally optimistic sides against 
whom we were drawn! We eased through the first round relatively 
comfortably warming to the task but aware that stiffer opposition lay 
ahead. So it proved since the second round was to be a very different 
story where we were drawn against the RA 'A' side, an extremely 
strong team including the current Army Champion an~ past Army 
players. It is to the great credit of our team that we agam progressed 
to the next round- all played their part, epitomised by LCpl Rob 
Hare holding the Army Champion and Capt Steve Watson ensuring 
progress by beating the fourth RA play~r by~ holes. We were now m 
the semi-final perhaps the worst round m which to lose- much effort 
no glory. The new AG Corps employed the team selection dexterity 
which we expected with the combined talents of the old Pay and 
Education Corps producing a very high grade side. This in truth was 
our toughest and tightest match and as I report that -..ye -..yon by I hole 
you can imagine the ebb and flow of each of the four mdiv1dual games 
to produce a favourable result.. All players did. well requiring mental 
tenacity as well as practical sktlls. So to the fmal agamst. the Royal 
Engineers- another exciting game where match play at this level can 
quickly sway either way. In the end we won l l-0, the result of good 
play by all our players. . , , . 

To win the Irish Rangers Bowl is a true team effort wtth the B stde 
of Sgt Brown, SSgts Doubtfire, O'Sullivan and W02 Ma~s~nll 
together with our reserves, Capt Leach and W02 Burgess pr<:>v1dmg 
moral and practical encouragemen! where legally all,ov;'e~. Praise and 
congratulations must, however, this year go to our A side who wo_n 
the competition so creditably, the first time we have done so for six 
years. 

The Corps 'A' Team who won the Army Inter Corps 
Championship - The Royal lri~h Rangers Bowl 

From L to R: Lt Col Willie Brewin, Sgt Simon Boyd, LCpl Rob Hare 
and Capt Steve Watson 
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THE ARMY Ol'FICE~·· GOLFl"IG SOC'IElY (AO .S) EE I 

With the succe;~ at West Lanes ringing in our ears we next provided 
teams to compete in the three prestigou~ AOGS Team Event . The~e 
were: 

Ordnance Cup 
(A Side) 

Lt Col Brewin (Capt) 
Capt Watson 
Capt Leach 
Maj Meekins 
Maj Yates 

unningdale Cup 
(B Side) 

Lt Col Browne (Capt) 
Col Hale 
Maj Young 
Lt Col Macfarlane 
Maj Sleightbolm 

Egypt Cup 
(C Side) 

Lt Col Waumsley 
Maj Dixon 
Brig Willcox 
Capt Gardner 
Maj Pearce 

Space precludes me from reporting all the matches_ in every de!ail. 
Each, as with the Irish Rangers Bowl, was played with no handicap 
allowance on a 'holes up' basis with all five players to count. To t~ke 
the teams in effect in reverse order the 'C' side in their opemng 
match pr~bably had the most exciting time of all our players since 
after the 18 holes they remained even (2-2) with their opponents, t~e 
RAMC 'C' side. Thus all 5 on each side had to play the first hole agam 
to try to produce a result. Sadly we lost by the odd hole after both the 
4th and 5th RAMC players produced a par 4 on the Royal St Georges 
first hole-no mean feat by any standards in conditions of the 
pressure of match play-extra time! 

Members of the Corps Teams who won the Ordnance Cup (A 
Team) and Sunningdale Cup (B Team) at the AOGS meeting 

From L to R: Maj Len Yates, Brig Jasper Peck (No 1 supporter!), 
Maj Brian Young, Maj Harry Meekings, Lt Col Willie Brewin (Capt 
A Team), Col Mike Hales, Lt Col Alan Browne (Capt B Team)'. 
Capts Phil Leach, Steve Watson , Lt Col John Macfarlane and MaJ 

Ian Sleightholm 

The 'B' side meanwhile were faring better on the links of the Royal 
Cinque Ports Course. They played the REME 'B' side and after some 
good play on both sides won 13-0, an encouraging result which 
enabled them to progress co play the RAOC 'B' side in the semi-final. 
Once more none of our players lost a match and whilst a 23-0 win 
raised morale we were consciou that the RE 'B' side were likely to be 
a di fferent proposition the next day at Royal St Georges. The scent of 
succes was clearly in the air and the team were determined to have 
the Royal Signals name on che Sunningdale Cup having failed to do 
so in ics first year in l 991 . The result of 19-7 in our favour perhaps 
does not truly reflect the battle which prevailed over che cour e on 
what must be said were near perfecc golfing condicions. This was a 
splendid result for which the team members deserve due praise. 

Thus to the ' A' side who you can juscifiably conclude were also a 
trong side since the 'B' team had done so well . However they knew 

that their opposition was always going to provide a stiff test of golfing 
skill and character. o truer would this be than in the initial match 
against the RCT 'A' ide which was always due to be a taxing 
experience, some found it more so than others buc _che overall re ult 
was an 18-11 win in our favour . The RAPC 'A. 1de were the nexc 
opponents who fared little better against us losing 12-0. So once 
more to the final which was a mirror image of the 'B' sides event being 
against che Sapper 'A' side. The result also ended in our favour with 
a 15-0 score sheet although amongst the individual scores were two 
hard fought even games. Thus the A' team regained the Ordnance 
Cup last won two year ago, another excellent achievement reflecting 
great credit on the players involved. 
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Th dnnm11 of the In h Ranger Bowl. the Ordnance and The 
unm dale Cup m one \ear i · unique. To have beaten the apper 

mall thr fin I mu t also be n historical record. 11 i something of 
h1~h the Corp n be ju cifiabl ·proud and reflect the strength and 

enthu ia m of Corp golf, in turn reflecting mu h hard work by all of 
ch e m ol ed. I am parti ularly graceful to those Commanding 
Offi er ''ho allowed cheir players to auend the meeting and to all 
tho· in po it ion of command who provide encouragement and 
support for our golfers chroughout che year. The trong attendance 
particular!} ac he Spring Meecing shows the healthy tate of ~ur golf 
but one more may I a k that every encouragement be given to 
younger player to progre so that in time they too will fill the places 
of our current Corps players who have done so exceptionally well thi 
} ar . I can hearteningly report that there are very talented golfer in 
our training regiment now and thus I am ever hopeful that we can 
maintain our po ition of ucces in the future. 

RUGBY 

TfH SIGNAL REGIMENT RUFC TOUR TO 
'THE DEEP SOUTH' SA 

After a years preparation, planning and anticipation, 30 member 
of the Regimental Rugby Club undertook an ambitious two week tour 
of the Southern States of the USA. In all, five states were visited, 
Texas, Louisianna, Missi sippi, Alabama and Florida. 

The first game against the city of ew Orleans, a first division side, 
made u realise that the tour was not going to be a holiday. Even 
playing under floodlights in the early evening the temperature was still 
in the eighties. The final result was a victory for the Regiment 28 
points to 22, a great way to stan the tour. 

We said a sad farewell to New Orleans, travelling through the state 
of Mississippi, to our next venue, Mobile in Alabama. The hospitality 
extended by the town's rugby fraternity was better than any ever 
experienced anywhere before. It was obvious from the outset 
1ha1 the game against Mobile, known as Battleship RFC, was always 
going to be very difficult. They were preparing for the All American 
Championships, representing the Southern States of America as 
champions. The game was also to be shown on network television 
including interviews with both players and administrators. The hosts , 
to ensure they gained every advantage, insisted the kick off was at 
1300 hrs. The temperature was well into the 90's and the result was 
in doubt until the final minutes when 7 kicked a penalty to run 
out winners 18 points to 16. 

Once again it was time to move on, this time to Pensicola in the 
sunshine state of Florida. The game against Pensicola was played on 
a huge aval Air Base where all US Naval Flyers undergo their 
training. '7' played some magnificent running rugby and ran out 
worthy winners, 30 points to 3 to complete an unbeaten tour. 

The tour party before the game against Battleship RFC in front of 
the USS Alabama 
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The tour party all have individual memories of a marvellou tour 
and all agreed that a tour of this magnitude was a chance of a lifetime. 

Thank go to all the many people who made the tour possible, not 
lea t the Regiment for their magnificent support. 

Have a nice day America-missing you already. 
The tour party was: Capt Andy Hickling-Coach & Manager, SSgt 

Trevour Keates-Captain, SSgt Kevin Winkles-Vice Captain, Sgt 
Blod Godwin-Baggage & Sand, Sgt Neil Stewart- Baggage, SSgt 
Nick Hawley and Sgt Phil Price-Committee . 

Players: Capt Mike Burke, Sgt Paul Gartside, SSgt Paul Collins, 
Sgts Mark Anderson, Chalky Meek, Doz Day, Lt John Merritt, SSgt 
Mo Fisher, Sgts Mark Neighbour, Steve Anderson, Cpls Stu 
Leadbeater, Taff Furnival , Neil Sorley, Trev Henry, Bill Haley, Tank 
Sherman, Troy Burrows, Martin Reeves, Taff Davies, LCpls Andy 
Dick, Charlie Mathews, Sigs Andy Clarke and Tim Wardle. 

SQUASH 
THE BAOR INTER CORPS SQUASH CHAMPIONSHIPS 1992 

WINNERS: ROYAL CORPS OF SIGNALS 
Report by Capt Mick Fogg (Secretary R Signals BAOR Squash) 
The BAOR Inter Corps Squash Championships 1992 were played at 

the Treff Squash Club Bielefeld between 11-13 March. Ten Corps 
participated in the competition which was organised on two pools of 
five teams each. 

The surprise of the first day's play was the R Signals, seeded No . I , 
were beaten by the RE 3-2. The other matches on the first day went 
according to seeding. The RA beat AAC 3-2 in Pool A, the APTC 
beat the RCT and the RAOC beat the REME in Pool B. 

On the second day the RE assured themselves of first place in Pool 
A by beating both the RA .and the AAC 4-1 and the AMS by 5-0. 
The Corps beat the RA and AMS by 5- 0 to come second in Pool A . 
Pool B was won by the APTC with the RAOC in second place. 

The first semi final was between the RE and RAOC, with the 
RAOC winning 4-1. The second semi final was between the APTC 
and the Corps, with the Royal Signals winning 3- 2. The number ones 
in this match, Sgt Tom Pollard and SSgt Easter APTC, produced one 
of the best quality matches of the tournament . The squash was 
excellent even though Sgt Pollard always had the upper hand, winning 
9-4, 9-5, 9-10, 9- 3. 

The final was between the No. I seeds Royal Signals and the No . 5 
seeds RAOC. We did not start well when W02 Dai Jones lost his 5th 
string game. W02 Clyde Atherley bad a tense match with WOl 
Richardson at No. 4 string but eventually won 3-2. Sgt Tom Pollard 
won his Nol string match 3-0. With two matches still to play the 
Corps were in a commanding position. The last two games were 
decided evenly with No. 3 string Cpl Sean Humphreys winning a very 
hard game 3-2 and Cpl Dave Gallagher losing 0-3. 

Brig D. A. Cranston, Comd Aviation 1 (BR) Corps kindly 
presented the individual prizes and the BAOR Inter Corps Squash 
Trophy to the Corps Team. 

I I 

The Team 
Sgt Tom Pollard, Cpls Dave Gallagher, Sean Humphreys, W02 
Clyde Atherley, W02 Dai Jones and SSgt Alec Hamilton (Reserve) 
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THE ROYAL SIGNALS ASSOCIATIO 
Patron: HRH The Princess Royal GCVO 

President: The Master of Signals 

Chairman and Treasurer: Major General P. D. Alexander CB MBE 

General Secretary: Colonel A. N. de Bretton-Gordon Assistant Secretary: Major G. chofield MBE 

Welfare Secretary: Mrs P . .J. Haw Administrative Officer: Mr R. H. Whittle 

Association Office, RHQ Royal Signals, 56 Regency Street, London SWlP 4AD. Tel Military System: London District 8424. STD 071 414 8424 
Welfare Secretary (direct line) 071 630 0801. 

ASSOCIATION AWARDS 
Congratulations to the following members who received Awards in 1991/92 in recognition of long and valued service to the Corps and the 

Association. 

Bournemouth 
Mr A. A . Hawke 

Coventry 
Mr 'Pop' Reeves 

Aberdeen 
Mr G . D . M. Lovie 

Lt Col (Retd) J. H . Moonie 
Mr D. Sinclair 
Mr A. Smith 

Bournemouth 
Mr A . H. Flooks 

Brighton 
Ms M. Archer 

Mr W . J. Edwards 
Mr F. D. Swann 

Bristol 
Mr B. E. Clarke 

Cardiff 
Mr C . E. Bolton 

Mr T. M. Marlow 
Mr D. Morgan 

Catterick 
Mr E. A. Close 

Brig E. D. Good CBE (now deceased) 
Lt Col (Retd) T. P. O'Connor 

Mr J. Jeffries 
Maj (Retd) H. W. Russell 
Maj (Retd) C. S. Sandys 

Maj (Retd) F. P. Stewart MBE 
Mr W. C. Ward 

Maj (Retd) F. P. Stewart MBE 
Mr W. C. Ward 

Maj (Retd) R. A. Webb 
Mr A. W . Wilks 

Mr J. Wright 

Chester 
Lt Col (Retd) J. H. Ellis 

Mr W. G. Faircloth 
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HONOUR MEMBERSHIP 

Harrogate 
Mr P. C . Wood 

Manchester 
Maj (Retd} J . Holmes TD 

Mr R. Taylor 

ASSOCIATE LIFE MEMBERSHIP 

Sheffield 
G. Whiting 

50 YEAR BADGE 

Mr P . Haigh 
Mr R. Hinge 

Cinque Ports 
Mr W. A. Nicholls 

Cotswolds 
Mr L. Flanagan 

Dorset 
Maj (Retd) W. A. Adam MBE (now deceased) 

Maj (Retd) L. J . Taylor MBE 
Mr E. P Wilds 

East Kent 
Maj Gen (Retd) J.M. W. Badcock CB MBE DL 

Mr J. F . Dienst 
Maj W. J . Thomas 

East London 
Mr H. A. F. Backhouse 

Mr H . W. Bowers 
Mr R . E. Griffith 
Mr P. C. Gunn 

Mr S. E . Thorpe-Tracey _ 

Hull 
Mr R. Stevenson 
Mr W. E. Vines 

Mr R. W. Beever 

Leeds 
Mr W. Beevers 

Col (Retd) N. R. Bigland TD 
Maj (Retd) W. Brindley 
Mr R. W. F. Emly BEM 

Mr L. Frosdick 
Mr D. McHugh 

Northern Ireland 
Mr J. Anderson 

Southport 
Mr E. D. Amor 
Mr W. Hornby 

Mr R. Pearson 
Mr H. J. Potter 

Manchester 
Maj (Retd) J. Holmes 

G. lbberson 
Mr W. Rattray 

Mr F. J. Shwellnis 

Newcastle upon Tyne 
Mr J. Fenwick 

Mr S. Hardy (posthumous) 
Mr J. R. Short 

Oldham and District 
Mr F. Dyson 

Plymouth 
Mr A. J. Judge 

Mr W. G. Westgate 

Reading 
W. T. Lowe (posthumous) 

Maj (Retd) T. G. Robinson ERD 

Southport 
Mr J. Ackers 

Mr E. D. Amor 

Taunton (closed) 
Capt (Retd) K. A. W. Wills 

West London 
Mr D.S. Mulholland 

Winchester 
Maj (Retd) J . Daw BEM 

Lt Col (Retd) T. A. Howard 

RHO 
Lt Col (Retd) C. Weech 
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THE ASSOCIATION REUNIONS 1992 

BLANDFORD 
The Blandford Reunion is traditionally held on the third Sunday in May, which this year was the 17 May, and was well attended by some 610 

• 1ember &nd their familie . This compares well with la t years attendance and is heartening for those in The Royal School of Signals and in 
Regimental Headquarters who are responsible for the planning and organisation of the day. The Dorset Branch of The Association were given. 
a break from running the Re eption Centre which was undertaken by the organisers who managed to cope with the registration and queries of 
member who had come from far and wide. With the usual excellent weather which we have now come to expect, the day got underway with a 
Church ervi e to pay tribute to those who have given a great deal in the Service of the Corps and the Country. For the first time, the standard 
of The Dorset Branch carried by Jimmy Wilds was brought into Church to emphasise The Association connection and presence. Lunch was 
pro ided in the Juni r Rank ' Dining Room and in the Officers' and Sergeants' Messes in order to cope with the increased attendance. The 
tandard were very high and a remarkable improvement on the fare which some of the older members will remember in the early days of their 

a tive ervice. Suitably fortified, member were able to enjoy the many innovative displays arranged by The Royal School of Signals and were 
duly impre ed by the interest and proJe sionalism of the soldiers manning the stands. The arena events showed off the stalls and expertise to the 
two main tay of the Royal Signals Display Team, namely the parachuting Blue Helmets and the daring motor cyclists of the White Helmets. Each 
year they are more enterprising and spectacular and are as popular as ever with The As ociation Members. The day was brought to a close with 
a stirring Playing of Retreat by the Corps Band who e intricate marching and excellent programme of music brought well deserved applause. 14 
A ociation Branch Standards were paraded . Members returned home after an evening prayer and hymn as a fitting finale to an important event 
in the Royal Signals As ociation calendar. The Commander, The Royal School of Signals, his staff and all ranks in Blandford Camp are thanked 
for all their hard work and for their unselfishness in giving up a weekend to provide a memorable day for the old soliders of the Corps. 

THE CATTERICK REUNION 
The Catterick Reunion wa confined 10 Saturday and Sunday, the 27 and 28 June only since the Freedom of Richmond is exercised every other 

year on the Friday before the Association Celebrations. Some 960 Members and their families made the, for some, long journey to Catterick which indicates the increasing popularity of this event. 

The weekend followed the revised format where events for Saturday are confined to Vimy Barracks and for Sunday in Helles. The afternoons' 
events were as popular as ever and the layout of the arena allowed all those present to have an uninterrupted view. The presentations in the arena 
were their usual high standard and the stalls manned by the wives and soldiers of the Garrison were innovative, attractive and did a roaring trade. 
The Members of The A sociation are very grateful for the time and effort put into making the afternoon a happy family affair. The afternoon 
was brought fittingly to a close by the Playing of Retreat by the Band of The Royal Corps of Signals immediately after the arena events to allow 
1embers to get ready for the evening's entertainment. The various messes in the Garrison were open to Members and is a mark of the unselfish 

attitude of the residents, who took a great deal of trouble to ensure a happy atmosphere in which to renew old acquaintances. 
The Church Service on Sunday was very well attended and the visiting priest, the Reverend Geoffrey Holman whose son served in the Corps, 

gave an amusing and stirring address. Members then marched past The Royal Signals Memorial and The Master of Signals accompanied by The 
Signal Officer in Chief (Army) took the salute. On the completion of the March Past, the Annual General Meeting was held in the Gymnasium 
which had been rearranged after the Church Service. The 106 Members who attended were able to air matters which concerned them and were 
updated on Association affairs . The Signal Officer in Chief (Army) who was attending his last Reunion in his present capacity, gave an informative 
address on the future of the Corps post the Options for Change. Members were pleased to hear that the members of the Corps could look forward 
to an interesting, challenging and rewarding career and that the Corps will continue to play a key role in the new Army. 

The weekend, blessed with beautiful weather, came to an end after lunch and members were able to start their homeward journey in good time 
having had a thoroughly entertaining and memorable Reunion. 

The Association is indebted LO the Commander, his staff and all ranks in Catterick Garrison for making the weekend a most successful and 
enjoyable occasion. Judging by their unfailing efforts, we like to hope they enjoy the Reunions each year as much as The Association Members do. 

Memories are made of this 
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THE ROYAL SIGNALS ASSOCIATION 

MINUTES OF THE FORTY SEVENTH ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING HELD AT 

CATTERICK GARRISON ON 28 JUNE 1992 
PRESENT 
Maj Gen A. C. Birtwistle CB CBE 
OL 

Maj Gen P.O. Alexander CB MBE 
Brig M. R. Topple CBE 
Maj Gen p. E. M. Bradley 

CB CBE DSO 
Maj Gen J. M. W. Hadcock 
CB MBE DL 

Maj Gen R. F. L. Cook 

Maj Gen I. O. J. Sprackling ODE 

Maj Gen J. H. Hild MBE 
Maj Gen D. R. Horsfield ODE 

Master of Signals and 
President 
Chairman and Treasurer 
Vice Chairman 
Past President 

Past President 

Signal Officer in Chief 
(Army) 

Representative Colonel 
Commandant 

Chairman, Indian Signals 
Association 

and some 106 Members of The Association 

IN A TIENDANCE 
Col A. N. de Bretton-Gordon 
Maj G. Schofield MBE 

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
Maj Gen D. A. L. Wade 
CB ODE MC 

General Secretary 
Assistant General 
Secretary 

Chairman, 
Norfolk Branch 

INTRODUCTION . p 'd h. 
The Chairman welcomed The Master of s.1gnals, ou; res1 ent, is 

predecessors as Masters of Signals and President, MaJ Gen P · E.b M. 
Bradley and Maj Gen J. M. W. Hadcock, and the 106 Mem ers 
present He was sad to have to record the apologies for absence fro°} 
Ma' G~n D. A. L. Wade who was unable to be ~resent .because o 
mn!ss. He was sure that we all wished our most sernor Ma1or General 
and probably our oldest Member a speedy recovery. 

The Chairman emphasized the importance of. th.e Annu~I General 
Meeting reminding the Members ~hat The Assoc1auon was m effect~ 
Limited Company with assets m excess of ~lM and an (an~u ) 
turnover in the order of £400,000. The number m attendance to ay 
were sufficient to meet the legal obligations to approve the accounts 

for 1991. e thanks of The Association to Commande~ 
Tr~~i;ecGr~~dp t~rig c. T Garton, his staff and everyon~ in The 
Garriso~ who h;d worked so hard LO make this weekend possible, and 
in particular the Corps Band whose performance was first rate. 

MINUTES OF THE FORTY SIXTH ANNUAL 
GENERAL MEETING . 30 J 

The Minutes of the 46th Annual General ~eeung held on une 
1991 were approved and signed by The Chamnan. 

MATIERS ARISING d 11 s· Bde 
Minute 7 e -Broughton House. Cornman er, 1g 

(Volunteers) 'visited The Home and reguJ~r cont~ct has been made 
with them. The Horne has been. included m the list of grants made 
annually by The Central Comrruttee. . . h' h 

The Chairman drew attention to the foUowmg notice~ ~~ 
appeared in the In Memoriam column of The Times and T e Y 

T~~~r~tn~:~sk~~~s ~~y 2il~~~~%2~2, all ranks Royal Signals, 
servin and retired, will ;emembe~ with pri~e those comrades who 
have :iven their Jives in the se~v1c~ of thelf Corps and country, 
throughout the world. Certa Cito. 

REPORT GIVEN BY THE CHAIRMAN . 
A review of Association affairs was given by the Chairman. 

ACCOUNTS f th ear 
The Annual General Meeting approved ~he accounts or e y 

ended 31 December 1991. Details are published. 

ECTION AND RE-ELECTION OF OFFICERS . 
E\he Meeting approved the election or re-election of Officers as 
follows: 
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Brig A. M. Willcox 

Brig M. R. Topple CBE 

Maj W. A. Barnes 

Re-election as Vice 
Chairman (Area 5) 

Election as Vice Chairman 
(Area 3) 

(Catterick Branch) 
Election as Area I 

Representative 

and noted the following appointments: . Ch . (A a 4) 
B · T H Wheawell Vice airman re 
c~f M: J.° Pickard Trustee. (~oyal Signals 

Ex Officio appointments: 
Maj Gen I. O. J. Sprackling ODE 

Brig S. G. M. Gordon ADC 

Brig C. T. Garton 

Col P. N. Henwood TD 
WOl (RSM) F. S. Payet 
WOl (RSM) D. Hales 

Assoc1at1on Trustee 
Limited) 

Representative Colonel 
Commandant 

Deputy Signal Officer 
in Chief (Army) 

Commander, Training 
Group Royal Signals 

Representing the TA 
RSM, 8 Signal Re~iment 
RSM, School of Signals 

The Chairman recorded his thanks to thc:ise who have served as 
Trustees or Members of The Central Committee. 

FUTURE EVENTS d f 
The Chairman drew attention to the following calen ar o 

Association future events: 

1992 
5 November 

15 December 

1993 
2 April 
3 April 
16 May 
25 June 
26/27 June 

Field of Remembrance 
Central Committee Meeting . 
Corps Christmas Carol Service 

Central Committee Meeting 
Branch Representatives' Meeting 
Association Reunion 
Freedom of Richmond 
Association Reunion and AGM 

Westminster 
RHQ 
Rochester Row 

RHQ 
TBC 
Blandford 
Richmond 
Catterick 

ANY OTHER BUSINESS . · d 
The Chairman undertook to examine the followmg matters rai e 

by Branches: . h 1 · ft es planted 
Manchester Branch. The plan showrng t e. o~auon ob r~ d' 'd al 

in Helles Barracks by Branches of The Assoc1auon and Y n 1v1 u s 
was not available in the Helles Barracks Guard Room. (Page 5 of the 
Pro rarnmes for the Reunion, 27/28 June 1992). . 
S~ulh Staffordshire Branch. The need for an improved Corps 

Di~itterick Branch . A requirement for a quarterly ~HQ New letter 
Association Affairs and the reintroducuon of a suitable badge for 

on d' (B urnemouth Branch considered the former was not 
!;':c:::~ry ~he Minutes of Central Committee Meeungs an~ Th~ 
Branch Representatives' Meeting were alreadb passed t~o da~:n~n 
Secretaries and should suffice to keep mem ers up 
Association Affairs). d b t h are and 

East London Branch. Concern was expr~se a o:iuk .t e c . lar 
removal when necessary of Corps artefacts m Cattenc m parucu • 

th~~n:y~e~~i!!!:~ h~r b~~d~~~~kard wished to record sincere 
thanks to W02 (SSM) Heppenstall and his team for all that was done 
on the much improved layout of the Arena on 27 June 1992. 
An address given by SOinC(A) .is publis~e~ on page 300/ 301, for 
which the Chairman expressed his apprecrnuon. 

C'?~~~~~!~~n reminded members that the date of the next Annual 
General Meeting would be 27 June 1993. 
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A REPORT ON ASSOCIATION AFFAIRS 
GIVEN BY THE CHAIRMAN 

That the As ociation i healthy is evident from the attendance of 
960 members this weekend. We have already had a splendid reunion 
at Blandford, with a record attendance, and the Association is 
invariably well represented on important occasions . Our branches are 
trong, and new ones continue to form: I particularly welcome new 

branches attending here for the first time . We have a total of 73 
branches of different sorts: this is not to say we could not do with 
more, and there ar<" parts of the country where we are under
represented, but our l·ranches are active and effective, as I know from 
those branch occasicn which you kindly invite me. 

The As ociation would not be healthy without the hard work put 
in by a large number of people, and I should like to pay a brief tribute 
to them. The staff at RHQ: Col de Bretton-Gordon, Maj Schofield, 
Mr Roy Whittle our administrative officer and Mrs Pat Haw our 
welfare officer, all do us a marvellous job, as do Col Greaves and Mrs 
Riggs in editing The Wire . There is then an army of people all working 
part time and voluntarily for the Association: The Branch Presidents, 
Chairmen, Secretaries and Committee Members, The Trustees who 
look after our investments, the Officers who chair our Welfare 
Committees and last but not least the Vice Chairmen who look after 
Association Affairs on an area basis . 

Although the activity of our branches and the reunions we hold are 
an important part of our Association, the really critical activity 
remains welfare and benevolence. You do not need me to tell you that 
the recession is having a drastic effect, and the number of deserving 
cases (some of them tragic) that we see is rising steadily. At the same 
time, changes in society are not helping: there is more divorce, 
particularly amongst the younger folk whom we have not had to help 
before. 

As a consequence of all this, we have spent more on benevolence 
in 1991 than we estimated. As you will see from the accounts shortly, 
we spent £237K, against an estimate of £200K. The figures for this 
year are indicating an even higher bill. I am not deterred by all this: 
we can afford it, as you will see, and it is the proper purpose of the 
Association. 

Finally on benevolence, I should add that the Association has a 
reputation in the ex services welfare community for being helpful and 
generous to the ex members of our Corps. This is a very proper 
reputation to have and I am keen to retain it. I am greatly encouraged 
by comments I hear from SSAFA workers and others who are in a 
position to know. 

I turn now to some of the other activities of the Association. First; 
The Wire, which the Association subsidises quite heavily. We have 
managed to make major savings in production and postage costs and 
we have also put up the price, so the subsidy is contained within 
reasonable bounds. I believe we have done this without loss of quality. 
I am greatly encouraged by the contributions to The Wire which have 
been coming in from Association Branches: please keep them coming. 
I hope every branch will put something in at least once a year, more 
often if you can. If you are not receiving a copy of The Wire, then 
RHQ can easily sign you up for a subscription. 

Next, your central committee has been considering Remembrance 
Sunday and all that goes with it. We have decided to enhance our plot 
in the Field of Remembrance at Westminster Abbey by placing a cross 
for each branch of the Association. We shall be meeting the cost of 
this centrally, rather than asking branches to send in a cheque each 
year as we have done up to now. Of course, it will also be possible for 
individuals to plant crosses at their own expense if they so wish, and 
we would encourage people to do so. We hope to have a slightly larger 
plot this year. 

We have considered whether the Association should play a larger 
part in the Cenotaph Parade in Whitehall. RHQ can also get tickets 
for individuals or branches, but we have concluded that branches 
want to attend their local parades and ceremonies rather than parade 
centrally. 

Your central committee has also established a small working group 
to look into the whole question of lapel badges, of which we now have 
a number. We want to make sure that we have the quality and design 
right . We have a separate working group to deal with the award of the 
50 year badge, which I believe has been a great success and very much 
welcomed by the Membership. 

Finally, a word on the Corps Heritage, under two headings. Many 
of you have been very interested in the New Museum Project and are 
anxious to know what is happening. The Master of Signals has agreed 
to explain to you, immediately after my report, where we have got to 
and where we are going. Secondly, you will all be aware that places 
like Catterick are very well endowed with objects which were placed 
here at Corps expense and are part of our heritage. Starting with our 
war memorial, there are many such marks of our 70 years in 
Catterick . If there are to be changes, then plainly our property must 
be treated with respect and perhaps re-located at public expense. The 
central committee have discussed this point with Commander, 
.Training Group (who is of course a Committee Member) and have 
received assurances on this matter. I can promise you that we shall be 
keeping a very careful eye on developments. 

There will be plenty of opportunity for you to question me on this 
report when we get to any other business, and I am anxious for you 
to have the chance to do so. But in the interests of brisk progress I 
should now like to invite the Master to tell us about the New Museum 
Project. 

The Master of Signals gave a status report on the New Museum 
Project where the funds raised so far are well short of the target 
figure. The recession and uncertainties in the Defence Electronic 
Industry has resulted in little support from this important sector. He 
drew attention to an extraordinary Corps Committee to be held on 18 
August 1992 to consider a paper by the Chairman, Heritage 
Committee, on the options open for the way ahead on The New 
Museum. The Corps Committee will also need to take account of the 
future of the training base which has yet to be decided. 

ADDRESS BY MAJOR GENERAL R. F. L. COOK SIGNAL OFFICER IN CHIEF (ARMY) 

INTRODUCTION 
During the 12 months since I spoke to you considerable effort has 

been devoted to the implementation of the Corps' new structure 
following Options for Change. We are also starting to implement 
some of the early measures recommended by other studies associated 
with Options for Change, such as the Review of the Training Base. 

OPERATIONS 
Op Warden. A detachment of 1 Officer and 15 Soldiers from 30 Sig 

Regt is still in Turkey, supporting the UK contingent on Op Warden. 
They are providing rear links and local facilities for the UK 
contingent, which is primarily RAF. 
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Op Hanwood. The UK is providing 24 Fd Amb ( +) to support UN 
peacekeeping operations in Yugoslavia. A detachment of 2 Officers 
~nd 48 So!diers from 30 Sig Regt is currently providing national rear 
links and ID-theatre command nets. We are expecting the contingent 
to reduce in size soon. 

The Corps is also likely to provide one military observer to the UN. 
EC Monitoring Mission. The MOD is providing personnel to 

support the ECMM, when UK assumes the EC Presidency from 1 July 
- 31 December 1992. The team is already in theatre and includes a Lt 
Col R Signals. as Head of Communications for the Mission, a QM, a 
Yeoman of Signals and 10 tradesmen. 

Op .Lect!lrer. The .UK is providing observers to support UN 
operauons m Cambodia. The Corps sent two on 15 May and a third 
earlier this month. 
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Mlnurso. We still have one observer deployed with the UN m 
Western Sahara. 

Angola. Lt Col Maclean is in Angola until August assisting their 
new Army in creating a Signal Corps. 

Rest of the World . And there is, of course, continued support to 
Northern Ireland , Belize, Cyprus, Falkland Islands and Hong Kong. 

OPTIONS FOR CHANGE 
Next a word on Options for Change and related matters affecting 

the size and shape of the Corps. The planning phase of Options is 
completed. We are now .well into its implementatio~ across the Ar~y ; 
writing new unit estabhshments, moving some umts, amalgamatmg 
others and sadly disbanding some units too. This phase will be 
completed by 1995. . . 

The Corps has, in fac t, emerged from Options well balanced, with 
demanding roles , particularly in support of the Ace Rapid Reaction 
Corps, (ARRC) and national contingency op:rations, whic? provide 
worthwhile and challenging tasks fo r our officers and soldiers at all 
levels. In this regard, I am particularly pleased with the increased 
responsibility to be placed upon our V<?lunteer units in the future, 
with many required to deploy at the earliest stages of any operation, 
using identical equipment to that in service with their regular 
counterparts, including PTARMIGAN . 

The future strength of Royal Signals will be between 9,500 and 
10 000 Regulars depending on negotiations over our future 
co::Omitments to NATO, and 5,800 Volunteers . We will retain 11 out 
of our 15 regular regiments and squadrons! and ~ill have 11 T~ 
regiments and 5 squadrons. s.adl~ we lose 22 s.1g ~e~t ID Dec:m~er this 
year, and by April 1994 a Div Sig Regt \4 Div ID u t17 , l Div m fact) 
and the associated Bde Sig Sqns. Queen s Gurkha Signals reduce to 
a Squadron in 1997; and 28 Sig Regt is due to be disbanded in part 
at least around 1995. 

A couple of other Options related points will be of interest: 2 Div 
HQ and Sig Regt as the new 2 Sig Regt, has already taken up its new 
role as the regu!a'r component of .the new 11 (ARRC) ~ig Bd.e which 
will also include four TA Reg1ments, three of which will have 
PTARMIGAN. The Brigade has already exercised in its new role with 
a mix of old and new equipment, manned by regulars and volunteers 
on Exercise in Germany and Belgium earlier this month. 

The move of 21 Sig Regt to Colerne, near Bath, is already under 
way, and 3 Div HQ and Sig Regt has co~menced its. move back to 
Bulford with an advance party already ID place. F1Dally, a small 
success is that we will again have a Brigadier, on the staff of UKLF 
as com'd Comms/ CIS later this year in addition to keeping 2 Sig Bde 
intact at Corsham. 

THE PROSPECT STUDY: 
THE REORGANISATION OF THE MOD HQ 

The PROSPECT proposals will, by April 1993, reduce mili.tary and 
civilian staffing levels within MOD by 20% of current :stabhshmen~, 
with a further lOOfo reduction of military staff to be achieved by Apnl 
1995. In approximately the same time frame, it is intended to greatly 
reduce the number of MOD buildings within Central London by 
rustication of elements of the reduced staff. 

In responding to the overall cut of 30% by AJ?ril 1995 , I have take? 
the opportunity to integrate more closely the Signals and Commum
cations and Information Systems Directorates to produce a lean but 
efficient and fully integrated Directora~e Ger:ieral whi~h incorporates 
the three key disciplines of communications, mformatton systems and 
EW. · S 

The Directorate of Communications and Information ystems 
looks after the Army CIS programme and the CIS planning teams an.d 
ACISA at Blandford. The Director Communication Systems, ~ho is 
also DSOinC(A) will look after Signals 31 / 32 al'.l:d 3~ and a rus~cated 
element of Sigs 32 and the Army Commumcations Ag~nc1es at 
Blandford. And DI24(A), which became part of the ~1rectorate 
General in October last year, provides the Army with a smgle foc~s 
for both tactical and strategic Signals Intelligence and Electronic 
Warfare. . f h 

I have developed this new structure using the experiences o t e past 
few years, and particularly the activities t~at took p~ace throughout 
Op Granby and subsequent operations which made 1t cl7ar th~l the 
functions of communication and information systems a~e mextncably 
linked. The only logical way in which th~ Army's e~senual CIS car:i be 
efficiently and cost-effectively ma~aged 1s thr.ough 1Dtegrated staffm~. 
The dual-rolling of the post of SOmC(A) to mcorporate the responsi
bilities of DGCIS(A) has been critical in achieving the progress that 
has been made to date. 

ENGINEERING . . 
Royal Signals will in future be as much concerned with t~e e?abh.ng 

of information systems of networked computers . as it .1s with 
communications that carry them and I have been anxious to improve 
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our status recognition and standing as an engineering organi ation 
during the last three years. . 

We have been particularly successful in improving our member hip 
and participation in The Institute of Electrical Engineers and The 
British Computer Society. The Royal Signals Institution i now also 
affiliated in its own right to The Council of Engineering Institute and 
we are a Corporate member of The Armed Forces Communication 
and Electronics Association in which we are playing an ever more 
active part. We are also now formally affiliat<:d to the new IOOth C:ity 
Livery Company-The Worshipful Company of ~nformat1?n 
Technologists; and The Worshipful Company of Engmeers, with 
whom we are also affiliated, this year instituted two prizes annually 
for the best Corps officer and SNCO performance on technical 
training. . . . . 

We are now in the final stages of ach1evmg Degree accreditation 
from Cranfield for a combination of courses including TEM at The 
Royal School, and will thus soon be the only Arms School which ~n 
award a degree . We have also negotiated part time Masters courses m 
Electronics and, in future, Design of l nformati~n Systems, with Royal 
Military College of Science which should be of mterest to our officers 
and possibly even some Foremen of Signals. We aim to provide a part 
time Communications and Information Systems Masters course soon 
too. 

I am delighted to be able to report that in. reco~nition of The School 
of Signals as a centre of excellence, earher this month the Queen 
granted our request that it be given Royal status. It is now The Royal 
School of Signals . 

MANNING 
Officers. The officer manning situation in the Corps has been 

overshadowed by the Drawdown and redundancy. By 1995 we expect 
to reduce from a current strength of 1,109 to 880 officers of all 
commissions. . 

Redundancy will assist this reduction and this year , the frrst of three 
redundancy phases will see 57 officers leavin&;; all but three are 
volunteers, but in future phases the propo~ion ~f c?mpulsory 
redundancies is likely to increase. Redundancy 1s runrung m advance 
of Drawdown and the result of this will be that in the short term many 
posts will have to be gapped . . 

Women. Our female soldiers were re-capbadged R Signals on I 
April 1991 and as a proportion of the Corps they represent some 7'1/o. 
They are now trained in a total of six trades, four more than 
previously and it was in recognising the increasing part that they play 
within the Corps, that this committee rece.ntly agreed to ~hange the 
title of both male and female soldiers to signaller from signalman. 

REVIEW OF THE TRAINlNG BASE 
The Review of the Training Base is being conducted in four stages 

with the aim of reducing military manpower and costs by 30-35'1/o 
across the Army, whilst retaining 'essential trai?i?g stand~ds'. -. 

The first stage was a review of Phase I trammg-bas1c military 
training of Adults, Junior Leaders and Apprentices. The Ar!11Y Boar_d 
decided the future policy on 20 December 1991 and for R Signals this 
means the following: 
• The retention of apprentices-who will carry out one year's 

training alongside entrants to the RE and REME at Arbo~field 
followed by further training to BTEC and C and G CertJficate 
standards at Catterick . 

• The shortening of Junior Leaders training to six months, to be 
conducted ac the new Army Junior Leaders Regiment Harrogate, 
alongside RE, Scottish Div, Kings Div, Para Regt and RLC 
entrants. . .. 

• The closure of 11 Sig Regt and transfer of adult recruit .trammg to 
the new Army Training Regiment at Bassingbourn-w1th RE and 
Queen's Div recruits. 

In addition to the work to make savings in the training base, l have 
instituted studies into: 
e The Corps Trade structure, and . . . 
• Other methods of training, eg distance learmn~, modular tram~ng 

with the aims, obviously, of maintaining essential standards whilst 
making savings from the training base. 

CONCLUSION . 
In conclusion, I am pleased to report that the Corp~ con~mues to 

face major changes with a high degr~ of profess1onal1sm and 
dedication, within both the staffs and umts. We have been presented 
with a number of significant challenges over the last penod and I 
believe that we have emerged from them in good shape. . 

The linkage between R Signals (Communications) and Inform~t1on 
Systems is becoming s~onger by the day, and ~e !il:e acuvel.Y 
strengthening our professional credentials both on an md1v1dual b.as1s 
and as an organisation. There i ~ much still to play for, but I beheve 
we have every cause to face the future with excitement and optimism 
The world moves on-and us with it! 
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BOURNEMOUTH AND DISTRICT 
BRANCH 

A unda1 lunch wa held recently at a hotel here in Bournemouth 
Y.hich w attended by 19 members and fam ilies. Before the start of 
the lun h the Chairman Mr A. Flooks presented the Hon Sec Mr A. 

. Hawke with hi Honour Member Badge. Mr Hawke then returned 
the compliment by presenting Mr Flooks with his 50 Year Badge 
Certificate. 

t the Blandford Reunion Mr D. Mulholland , who has recently 
joined our Branch was presented with his 50 Year Badge and 
Certificate by Maj . Daw, President of the West London Branch. 

BRIGHTON BRANCH 
Fifty-seven of our members and friends attended the Blandford 

Reunion on 17 May. As usual , the displays and the buffet were 
excellent . The weather was perfect which added to the enjoyment of 
the occasion. Our Standard Bearer at the Retreat Ceremony was Dave 
Dil on . 

COTSWOLDS BRANCH 
We have to report with sadness the recent deaths of two of our 

members, Maj C. Waugh and Mr P. H. Jones. Both were founder 
members of the Branch. 

. Percy J~nes, who died in April, served with 25th Indian Divisional 
S1~al ~egimen! and .Malaya Command Signals during World War 2. 
His acuve service with the Corps extended from 1942 to 1946 by 
~hich ~me he had re_ached the rank of Corporal. He took a keen 
interest in Branch affairs and contributed generously to Branch funds . 
Our Sfffipathy goes t~ hi~ widow" C:atherine and his family. 

Cecil Waugh who died m June, JOmed the Corps in the mid-thirties 
and spent the early years at Canerick during which time he 
represented the Corps at Boxing. Posted to India in 1939 he served in 
'S~ial ~ireless ' for some tirn~ and then with an Air Support Signal 
Uru.t dur:mg the Burma Campaign. On commissioning he joined the 
Indian Signal Corps at Mhow. Post-Independence he returned to the 
School at Catterick until, at its request in 1950 he was seconded for 
five. years to ~e !SC School at Mhow. After having returned once 
again to Cattenck he was selected for a Linguist Course which led to 
an a~tachment to RAF Berlin and on retirement to a post in the Civil 
Se_TVJce at Cfieltenhan_i . ~ was thc;irough and accomplished in all 
thin~s he undertook, including keen mterest in horticulture and bee
keeping . He was ever unassuming in manner. Our sympathies go to 
Ann and their devoted family . 

On a happier note we are delighted to record the award of the 
Ass?ciation's 50 Year Badge _to Mr Len Flanagan. The badge and 
cert1~cate were pres:nted to hllTI on behalf of the Association by our 
Pr~1dent Col Freddie Worth OBE at our Branch Social in May. The 
SOCJal arranged by our Secretary/ Treasurer Mrs Marjorie Cropp'with 
he!p from Mr David Clarke was its usual great success and much 
enjoyed by all present. 

GUERNSEY BRANCH 
Dave and Janet Ross, George and Margaret Severs Cliff and Ann 

Wood, Dougie and Lilian Bower all from West L~ndon some of 
whose members we have been pleased to welcome for the past three 
years . 

_Also visiting were Wally and Clare Brown from Cleveland along 
with Ken and Pam Brown from Hatfield. Ken and Pam were 
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particularly thrilled to meet Jim and Judy Cobb, since Ken and Jim 
both radio enthusiasts, have communicated over the air for som~ 
considerable time. 

It wa of great interest to learn that the male visitors are also 
!llembers of the '254 Club' or 254 Old Boys' Association , ex boys of 
intakes 1942-47 whose numbers began with 254- hence the club's 
title . 

EAST KENT BRANCH 
The Branch continues to thrive and to increase in numbers. We 

meet on the first Sunday in a lt~rnate months for a lunch, usually with 
a speaker. Too Bewsey entertained us on one o f these with a delightful 
talk upon all that goes into th~ .making of a successful symphony 
orchestra- and who better qualified to do so . On another occasion 
Ken Flint gave us a lighthearted and witty description of the origin of 
wine making accompanied by some most unusual samples! 

We also meet at a hos~elr>'. on t~e evening of the third Thursday in 
the month and the locauon 1s vaned round the County so as to give 
members from each part not too far to travel. About 65 attend the 
Sundays and up to 20 the evening gatherings. 
~ur most recent Sunday meeting was on the only remaining steam 

dnven paddle steamer in public service-the Kingswear Casile 
operating o~Jt of the Historic Dockyard at Chatham. Over sixty 
members sailed up and down the Medway, taking refreshments to 
brace themselves against a cold wind whilst listening to the 
commentary on what was to be seen. Towards the end , the Captain 
called for all members to parade on the quarter deck where the 
Chairman presented 50 Year Badges to Maj Tommy Thomas and Mr 
Jack Dienst who were worthy recipients. Has th is set a precedent for 
such presentations? 

Finally 18 members went to the Reunion at Blandford where Roy 
Andrews paraded the new Standard for the first time at a Corps 
function; a most enjoyable occasion. 

• 

Maj Tommy Thomas (left) and Mr Jack Dienst (right) receive their 
50 Year Badge from the Chairman , Lt Col Bert Sawyer 

EAST LONDON BRANCH . 
~he Chairman welcomed 44 members at the annual general meeting 

wh1c~ was held at TA Ce~tre, llford on 28 Apri l. The following 
elec~1ons were made: President and Treasurer- Maj (Retd) Dyer, 
Chatrman-:Mr S. E. Thorpe-Tracey, Secretary-Capt (Retd) C. w. 
Dyball, S~c1al Secretary Maj (Retd) Greenwood and his committee. A 
ne~ appointment, that of Welfare Officer, was made and Capt P. 
Minshall was elected to serve. Our Standard Bearer Fred Backhouse 
and deputy W. Cossey have both agreed to continued for another 
year. 
O~r 50 year bad_ge holders received their plaques from the 

Pr~s1dent. The everung concluded with a buffet which everyone 
enjoyed. 

We are pleased to report an increasing membership, which include 
many young people. 

A coach load of members enjoyed this year's reunion at Blandford 
on 17 May. The White Helmets and the Blue Helmets displays 
Retreat, the Church Service, Playing_ of Retreat , our excellent Corp~ 
Band and-e~en the weather all contnbuted to a thoroughly enjoyable 
day. '.he retired members were amazed at the continued advances 
made 1.n technology to b~ seen on display in the School which provided 
much mterest for the VISltors. 

All members of the branch thank the organisers and the catering 
staff for a memorable day out. 
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PRESTON AND BLACKBURN BRANCH 
SOMETHING OLD SOMETHING NEW 

The close liaison between the Branch and 93 Sig Sqn (V), (38 Sig 
Regt (V)) was fu rther cemented recently when the Branch made a 
presentation to the local detachment of the Army Cadet Force. 

As the Detachment is badged Royal Signals, they thought the 
'youngsters', especially the duty NCO on training evenings would 
appreciate wearing the Sash and Cane as badges of their appointment, 
in accordance with tradition. 

The presentation took place in the Sergeants' Mess at Canterbury 
Street, Blackburn where the Branch hold their monthly meetings and 
the Cadets parade in the unit Jines. 

The Detachment Commander Lt Dave Kay was presented with a 
Royal Signals Sash and an inscribed Drill Cane by Jim McKinnon. 
Also present were Bill Gorton, Joe Jepson, Gordon Larder, Ian 
Lorrimer (Chairman) and Arthur H udson (Secretary). 

SCARBOROUGH A. R. CLUB 
ROYAL SIGNALS SCARBOROUGH AMATEUR RADIO CLUB 

Burniston Barracks closure was a great blow to Scarborough 
Branch RSA and its RSARS Members . The Barracks had been host 
to many special radio events, which included the 10th Anniversary of 
the Corps, the 200th Anniversary of the Birth of Samuel Morse, the 
Adoption of HMS Fearless by the people of Scarborough and the 
!30th Anniversary and closure of Burniston Barracks. 

Because of the interest shown during these events, the idea of 
forming a Royal Signals Scarborough Club was born. 

Royal Signals Scarborough Amateur Radio Club Official 
Opening Day 

Front Row Left to Right: Peter Herriott, Bursar Sca~borough 
College, Nick Lay GOAOJ, Capt Gale Rowe , Lt Col Keith Rowe 
Comma ndant CCF Peter Bateman G3LCG, Bill Woollcott G4FVR 
Back Row Left to Right: Tony Timme G3CWW, CSgt Cl ive S_mith, 

Cpl Kieran 'Hodgson, LCpl Nicola Gentles, Sgt Joe Devlin 
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On 11 September 1991 in the Jimmy Club Burniston Barrack • a 
meeting of interested members was held and the Club formed . As the 
GOR series of Callsign Issue was imminent, it was decided to apply 
to the DTI for the GORCS Call. The validation certificate arrived on 
21December1991 and the Call put on the air on l January 1992 from 
East Ayton Scarborough as the Club had no permanent premise . 

Contacts in the town produced a meeting between Lt Col Keith 
Rowe Commandant Scarborough College CCF, and Club Officials. 
As a result the Club now has a room of its own in the CCF Hut, 
sponsorship and equipment from HQ RSARS and, a multi band 
antenna. Activity has been brisk as many RSARS members at home 
and abroad have contacted us. Four special events have been 
activated. The Queen's 40th Anniversary of her accession to the 
throne, Wheatcroft School Scarborough Communications Day, 
Kidlink 92 School and College Communications Link Up and CCF 
Inspection Day. 

A good start to the year. 
Our thanks go to Dr D. Hempsall MA PhD Headmaster 

Scarborough College, Lt Col Keith Rowe Commandant Scarborough 
College and Staff HQ RSARS, and all Operators. 

WEST LONDON BRANCH 
We are happy to record two presentations to members of the 

Branch. Mr Dennis Mulholland received his 50 Year Badge at the 
Blandford Reunion . This came at an appropriate time as Dennis, who 
has been one of our strongest supporters for many years, recent ly 
moved to the coast. Although he has joined his local Branch of the 
Association we are glad that he remains a Joyal Member of West 
London. We were very pleased that Mrs Mulholland and their son 
were able to accompany him to Blandford this year and, being in 
Dorset, there will be no excuses fo r absence in the fu ture . 

The presentation was made by Maj John Daw BEM, our President, 
and it was fitting that at our next Branch meeting he should receive 
his 50 Year Badge, presented by our Chair man, Mr 'Johnny' 
Johnson. John was accompanied by Margaret , his wife. As they also 
moved to Hampshire several years ago we are very appreciative of 
their devotion to the Branch and the travelling they undertake to 
attend our meetings . We cannot help feeling there is something about 
West London, even though so many of our Members seem to be 
getting the Call of the Coast! Happily , many new and younger ones 
have joined us, our good fo rtune being our proximity to the serving 
Corps in London. 

Several Members, accompanied by their wives, were made very 
welcome by the Guernsey Branch when they visited tbe island in May. 
A dinner was organised for them during the visit and a social evening. 
They wish to record their thanks to their hosts, and especially to the 
Secretary, Mr Len Barbe and to his wife, Dot, who work hard for the 
entente cordiale of our two Branches (we hear there was an invasion 
one morning at Paradis! ) and the close relationship we have enjoyed . 
Len presented us with a plaque on the occasion of the dinner and this 
was formally handed to the Chairman at our May meeting. 

ROY AL SIGNALS ASSOCIATION 
BENEVOLENT FUND 

The following donations were gratefully received during May 1992. 
In memory of Maj J. V. Prees .. .. . . ... . .. .... .... . . £155.00 
Halecat Charitable Trust . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £100.00 
RSA Manchester . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £ 56.40 
Mr P. Lester . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £ 25.00 
In memory of Maj L. T . Cann . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £ 22 .00 
Mr J. F. Child .. . .. . . . . . .. . .... . ........ .. . . . . .. . . £ 20.00 
Mr G. M. Claridge . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £ 15.00 
Transferred from RSA Branch Affiliation Fees . . . . . . . £ 11 .15 
Certa Cito Lodge ... . .. .. .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £ 10.00 
Mr J. Dolphin . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £ 10.00 
Mr K. A. W . Wills ..... . ... . . .. ... . ....... . .. . .... £ 10.00 
35 Sig Regt (V) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £ 5.49 
Mr D. Standing . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £ 5.00 
Mr R. Smith . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £ 5.00 

£450.64 

The following donations were gratefully received during June 1992. 
13 Sig Regt . .. . . . .. . . ... .... .. . .. .. ............... £2,000.00 
In memory of Lt Col A . Hemsley MBE TD . . . . . . . . . . £130.00 
In memory of Mr G . Ibberson . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £70.00 
Jn memory of Mr D. W. T . Harries JP ......... . .... £15 .00 
Maj (Retd) M. G. Hishin ... .. . ..... . ..... . . . .. ..... £10.02 
In memory of SSgt K. Tribe . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £10.00 

£2235 .02 
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REUNIONS 
YEOMA OF IG A 30th ANN IVERSARY REUNION 

On turday 13 June over one hundred serving and retired Yeoman 
of ignaJ gathered in Blandford to celebrate 30 glorious years of 
Yeoman. Tho e attending spanned the decade , including two 
member of Cour e o I and members of the mo t recent course. 

In the afternoon older Yeoman were given the opportunity to 
e. amine the technology in use today. Systems included; Ptarmigan, 
Radio and Me sage Handling. Yeoman were also given the chance to 
try their hands at morse. The re ults were excellent, although no less 
was expected. 

Members were welcomed to the evening function in the Sergeants' 
Mess with the Corps Band providin its usual high standard of music. 

WOI (YofS) Dave Keig (Senior Serving Yeoman) made an amusing 
welcome speech, which included a fax from those hard done by past 
and present Yeoman roughing it in the Middle East. This was followed 
by a short Remembrance Service led by the Garrison Chaplain Rev 
Chris Ward. 

The remainder of the evening was spent meeting old and new 
friends. The odd sandbag could be spotted around the mess. Stories 
were till being swapped, well into the small hours. (Dawn does come 
around early in the Summer!). 

Due to exerci es in BAOR many serving Yeoman were unable to 
attend. The atmo phere during the function was fantastic and those 
who missed the function will have to wait a couple of years to get 
another opportunity. Perhaps, someone out there wishes to organise 
another sooner? For those of you that passed through Harrogate in 
the late 60's/ early 70's, Jimmy Strickland (retired Yeoman) is actually 
quite human and does a good line in morse keys. 

8 ARMY SIG/4LofC SIG SPECIAL REUNION 
8 Army Sig/4 L of C Sig special reunion dinner 50th anniversary 

AJamein, 24 October, Victory Club, London. Contact D. R. W. 
Thomas, Alturas, Town Row, Rotherfield, East Sussex TN6 3QX. 
Tel: (0892) 852622. 

STAYING IN THE FAST LANE 
50 years on and Brenda Homess, a dispatch rider in the 194-0's, 

teamed up with the White Helmets to take part in the display held on 
Saturday afternoon. Brenda who rode a 350cc Matchless or Aerial in 
'her day' was astonished to find that she was the centre of attraction 
on top of the ladder forrning the tableau and riding boldly and bravely 
around the arena. Brenda thoroughly enjoyed being with the Corps 
again and said that riding in 'sunny Catterick' was more fun than 
sliding about in the snow and ice which she had encountered as the 
Colonel's dispatch rider. 

Congratulations to Brenda-keep going-within the speed limit! 
(This performance was shown on 'Northern Life' television on 
Monday 29 June). 

Brenda as a Dispatch rider 
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PERSONAL 
THE LATE LT COL H. DUDLEY MBE 

The family of the late Lt Col Harold Dudley who served in the TA 
from 1939 is compiling a family history and would like their uncle's 
wartime experiences to be included. It is believed he was involved in 
some particular incident at Dunkirk fo r which he was awarded the 
MBE. He later went to the Gold Coast and later to Singapore. 

Please write c/ o Assistant Regimental Secretary, RHQ Royal 
Signals. 

WHERE ARE THEY NOW? 
The football players of 3 Air Sup Sig Unit who played in the BAOR 

finals in Berlin in 1950? Contact Kenneth Houghton, I Duddon, 
Langley, Middleton, Manchester . Tel: 061 653 4153 . 

SIG WALLY BEER 
Mr R. G. Balkham would like to get in contact with Sig Wally Beer 

who served with 156 Bde, 52 (Lowland) Div in Holland . Please write 
to him at Woodbury Lodge, 4 Woodbury Gardens, Tenterden, Kent 
TN30 6JS. (This notice corrects the one printed in the June issue of 
The Wire) . 

FOR SALE 

Broughton House Home for disabled ex-servicemen has recently 
published a booklet 'A Brief History' of the House which was 
founded in 1916. 

It is priced at £1 (£1 .50 by post) and can be obtained from 
Broughton House, Home for disabled-ex servicemen, Park Lane, 
Kersal, Salford M7 OJD. 

FRAMING THE 50 YEAR BADGE CERTIFICATES 
Framing the 50 year badge can be undertaken by a member of the 

Catterick Branch-Mr Saxon-who would be pleased to accept orders 
by telephone-0748 850505. Cost £5.65 plus p&p. 

From: Ernest Taylor 
Dear Sir, 

LETTERS 

Fifty years ago this month, in May 1942, I was serving with 50th 
Divisional Signals in the Western Desert. I was posted to the Depot 
at Maadi in Cairo for an up-grading course. The Germans started 
their push that drove us back to El AJamein a couple of days after I 
left my unit. At the Depot one morning the RSM picked out six of us 
from parade and told us we were to be a burial party that afternoon 
He did not know the name of the deceased, just that it was a member 
of the Corps who had been wounded in the desert, brought down to 
15th Scottish General Hospital, where be had died. 

The RSM gave us a brief drill on the procedure and we reported 
back to him at 1300 hrs, best uniforms, boots blacked etc. A truck 
took us to the Military Cemetery at Heliopolis, where we met the 
coffm. The name on the lid read James Chater. Jim had been a friend 
of mine in 50 Div. There, in the hot afternoon sun, the Padre, the 
RSM and we six laid Jim to rest in the Egyptian desert. 

I was taken back over those fifty years on 15 May, when I saw on 
the lunchtime news a report of the visit made by HRH The Princess 
of Wales to Heliopolis Military Cemetery. One shot showed row upon 
row of neat white headstones. And there, right in the foreground was 
one bearing the Signals crest, and the name James Chater. They shall 
grow not old. 

43 Elwood Road 
Sheffield 
Sl7 4RH 

Yours faithfully 
Ernest Taylor 
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ROYAL SIGNALS ASSO IATION BENEVOLENT FUND 

Income and Expenditure Account for the Year ended 31 December 1991 

THE WIRE, AUGUST 1992 

1990 1991 
INCOME 

201, 167 RecciptJ from Corps Fund 235,811 
77,604 Subscriptions and Donations 17,982 
77,894 Investment Income (8J'OS5) 86,587 
17,272 Whernside 7,000 
20,277 Interest on deposits 8,222 

3,612 Other Income 
397,826 TOT AL INCOME 355,602 

EXPENDITU RE 
(35,427) Running Expenses (4 1,764) 

(130,989) Corps Activities (103,278) 
(37,444) Memorials (3 ,020) 
(15,597) Reunions (1 4,172) 

(1 88,934) Benevolence (237,487) 

(4-08,391) TOT AL EXPENDITURE (399,721) 

(10,565) (44, 119) 
20,343 Profit on Sale of Investments 366 

9,778 EXCESS INCOME OVER (43,753) 
EXPENDITURE 

ACCUMULATED FUND 
£1,006,805 Brought forward I January £1 ,01 6,583 

£1,0l 6,583 Carried forward 31 December £972,830 

BALANCE SHEET AT 31 DECEMBER 1991 

1990 
INVESTMENTS AT COST 

1991 

743 ,214 Listed 793,809 
5 Unlisted 5 

162,547 Investment in Whernside Centre 162 ,547 
956,361 905,766 

81 7 1,095 Loans 
Ct:RRENT ASSETS 

6,648 46,364 Sundry debtors 
4,460 Income tax recoverable 4,217 

75,449 Cash 26,430 

126,273 37,295 

CU RRENT LlABILITIES 
(21,643) (16,551) Sundry Creditors 

109,722 NET CURRENT ASSETS 15,652 

£1 ,016,583 £972,830 

Represented by: 
£1,016,583 ACCUMULATED FUND £972,830 

P . D. ALEXANDER CB, MBE 
Major General 

A. . de BRETTO -GORDO 
Colonel 

Chairman Secretary 
I May 1992 
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.\r 4 
Area \ i e hairman-Brig T. H. Wheawell 

LDER HOT BRIGHTON (Area Rep) 
pt Jane Krdght R. J. Bailey Esq 

.i Gra y Lane 133 tanmer Park Road 
1 IDE HE D BRIGHTON 

Berk ·hire Sussex 
L6 6AU B I 7JH 

l~Q E POR 
P. Poulter q 
2 Thorolds Road 
CHATHAM 
Kent 
1E5 7EA 

EAT KENT 
Mr J.M. W. Badcock 

ntrum Lodge 
todmar h Road 

C NTERBURY 
Kent 
CT34AH 

OUTHAMPTON 
VI. F. Green Esq 
2 Pirrie Clo e 

hirley 
OUTHArvtPTO 

Hamp hire 
SOI 2QA 

Area 5 

EASTBOURNE 
A. C. T. Lewi Esq 
47 A hford Square 
EASTBOURNE 
East Sussex 

READING 
Mrs P. Tennant 
27 Tamarisk A venue 
READ! G 
Berkshire 
RG2 818 

WINCHESTER 
Maj E. C. We I-Watson TD 
Cabin Hill 
4 Farley Close 
Oliver's Battery 
WI CHESTER 
Hampshire 
S022 4JH 

Area Vice Chairman-Brig A. M. Willcox 
BA TH BOURNEMOUTH (Area Rep) 
E. F. ndth Esq A. A. Hawke Esq 
6 Hillview Road 30 Coombe Gardens 
Charlecombe Lane Ensbury Park 
BATH BOURNEMOUTH 
Avon BHIO 5AG 
BAI 6NX 

BRI TOL 
T. Collier Esq 
10 Pitchcombe 
Yate 
BRISTOL 
BSl7 4JX 

DORSET 
W. Weir Esq 
40 King Richard Drive 
Bearwood 
BOURNEMOUTH 
Dorset 
BH!l 9PE 

JERSEY 
H. Bell Esq 

anyuki 
La rue des Champs 
Mont es Croix 
ST BRELADE 
Jersey CI 

POOLE 
J. J. F. Logan Esq 
69A Trinidad Crescent 
Parkstone 
POOLE 
Dorset 
BH12 3 W 

TORBAY 
H. G. ennal Esq 
4 Hill Park Road 
Upton 
TORQUAY 
Devon 
TQI 4LD 
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COTSWOLDS 
Mrs M. E. Cropp 
18 Church Road 
Swindon Village 
CHELTENHAM 
Gloucestershire 
GL51 9QP 

GUERNSEY 
L. W. Barbe Esq 
I Paradis Cottage 
VALE 
Guernsey CI 

PLYMOUTH 
S. R. Newcombe Esq 
'Colne' 
16 Priory Close 
Whitchurch 
TAVISTOCK 
PLl9 9DH 

SALISBURY 
A. J. Creed Esq 
'Marston' 
Mount Pleasant 
Stoford 
SALISBURY 
Wiltshire 
SP2 OPP 

Wale 
Area Vice Chairman- Brig G. J . Curl CBE 
CARDIFF 
W. C. Davies Esq 
2 Hafod Street 
Orangetown 
CARDlFF 
CF ! 7RA 

Scotland 
Area Vice Chairman
ABERDEEN 
D. Bartlett Esq TD 
15 Abergeldie Road 
ABERDEEN 
ABI 6ED 

GLASGOW 
Miss Ivana Hamilton 
102 Clerwood Street 
Carntyne 
GLASGOW 
G32 6DF 

Northern Ireland 
Area Vice Chairman
BELF AST 
Details held in RHQ. 

AFFILIATED BRANCHES 

Glossop and District Signals 
OCA 
F. Price Esq 
43 Kershaw Street 
GLOSSOP 
Derbyshire 

Middlesex Yeomanry OCA 
A. P. D. Bridges Esq 
17 Queensbury Place 
Blackwater 
CAMBERLEY 
Surrey 
GUl7 9LX 

3rd Divisional Signals Reunion 
Club 

J. Templeton Esq 
6 Everton Road 
Addiscombe 
CROYDON 
CR06LA 

Indian Signals Association 
A. Trueman Esq 
29 Cotswold Road 
Belmont 
SUTTON 
Surrey 
SM25NN 

18 Div Signals Reunion 
Association 

W. R. Partridge Esq 
22 Kingsmead 
Small field 
HOR LEY 
Surrey 
RH69QR 

SHAPE UNIT 
W02 (FofS) R. M. Minton 
UK Sup Unit 
Supreme Headquarters 
Allied Powers Europe (SHAPE) 
British Forces Post Office 26 

TAYSIDE AND FIFE 
Capt (V) W. J. A. Naismith 
Newman House 
Mid Craigie Road 
DUNDEE 
DD4 9PH 

602 Signal Troop (SC) AOF 
P. Grattan Esq 
3 Herbert Grove 
SOUTHEND-ON-SEA 
Essex 
SSl 2AT 

Royal Signals Ex-Boys 
Association 
Mr and Mrs G. Pickard 
'Jangor' 
12 Jarvis Way 
STALBRIDGE 
Dorset 
DTIO 2NP 

56 Div and City of London 
Signals OCA 

T. A. A. Elliott Esq 
24 Dymchurch Close 
POLEGATE 
East Sussex 
BN26 6ND 

North Africa L OF C Signals 
Reunion Club 

R. H. Willi.ams Esq 
34 The Mount 
RICKMANSWORTH 
Hertfordshire 
WD3 4DW 

AFCENT 
Col M. A. Thorne 
HQ AFCENT 
CIS Division 
Chief CIS 4 
British Forces Post Office 28 
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Corps Goods Available from the Museum Shop, Blandford Camp, Dorset DT11 SRH 
Telephone enquiries to Blandford Military 2248 STD (0258 482248). 

Price list with effect from 1 May 1992. 
Blazer Badge 
Blazer Button - Large 

Small . . _ 
Belt, Italian leather, reversible Black/Brown engraved with Corps Badge 
Bookmark 
Brooch, white with gold Corps Badge 
Cap Badge , . . . .. 
Clip board with Corps Crest 
Cocktail Mat Set, six, blue acrylic with Corps Badge 
Coasters leather, set of 4, with Corps Crest 
Corps B~dge, on foil, framed and glazed, 11" x 9" 
Corps Records and Cassettes - Information Sheet Available 
Credit card holder, leather, with Corps Crest . - . . - -
Crystal Engraved with Corps Badge 

Brandy Glass . , . . , . 
Brandy Glass, Cut Crystal 
Sherry Glass 
Whisky Glass . . . . , . 
Whisky Glass , Cut Crystal 
Wine Goblet 
Decanters, Plain 
Decanters, Cut Crystal 
Bud Vase with engraved Corps Crest - - - .. -
Rose bowl Cut Crystal with engraved Corps Crest 

Gilt Oval Cufflinks, engraved with Corps Badge 
Hipflasks 
Keyrings - Leather . . . - - . - - - .. - - - -

Corps (enamelled Corps Badge , with leather tag) 
Corps Badge . - -

Ladies Marcasite Brooch - - -
New Ladies Scarf, Dark Blue w ith White Jimmy in one corner 
Lapel Badge (Association Members only) - - -
Medal Holder . - - - - - . - -
Model Truck - Army Signal HQ c . 1932 by Lledo 
Mug, white china with Corp~ BadQe in ~lue . · -
Bon Bon Dish, gilt edged white chma with Corps Badge 
Mini china tankard with Corps Badge 
Pendants, white with gold Corps Bad11e - - . . · -- -
Pennant, embroidered Corps Badge with gold tnmmmg 
Presentation Pennant on metal stand 
Postcards 
Prints : 

Frontier Ambush 
Smith George Cross 
Palace Guard 
Imphal Road 
Dhofar Incident 
Catterick Parade 19B7 

Photo prints 
Statuettes: _ 

6 y," Pewter Royal Signals Soldier with SABO R1fl~ 
9 • Royal Signals Officer in_ Full Dress _(Bronze Resml _ - - . 
9" Royal Signals Soldier with SABO Rifle (Bronze Resm) - : -
9" Signaller with SABO and Man Pack Radio (Bronze Resm) 
11 Y," Jimmy cast Bronze Resin - - -

Silver Plated Teaspoons with Corps Crest _ 
Sticker Corps Badge on Corps Colours, good quality - Large_ 

' Medium 
Small 

Stickpin, 9 carat gold , Corps Badge, can be used as Brooch/Ti~ Pi!'l 
Stickpin, sterling silver Corps Badge, can b_e use~ as Brooch/Tie pin 
Sports/Leisure Wear, Excellent Quality, various sizes/colours 
Sweat Shirts with embroidered Corps Badge · - - - - -
Sport Shirts with embroidered Corps Badge 
V/Neck Sweater with embroidered Corps B~dge . - -
Rugby Style Shirt Corps Colours_ and embroidered Badge 
Tablemat Set six blue acrylic with Corps Badge - - · - - · 
Tablemat, La;ge 15" x 11 Y2 ", bl_ue acrylic with Corps Badge 
Tankard, 1 pt, Glass engraved with Corps Bad_ge - - · - - -
Tankard, 1 pt, polished pewter, lightwe1\jht w1~h Corps Badge 
Tankard, Y2 pt, polished pe~ter, light~e1ght with Corps Badge 
Teatowel Blue Signals Design on White Ba_ckground 
Thimble, Bone China with Corps E!,adg_e , Gift Boxed 
Tie, Corps Colours in polyester, 3. w_1dth - - -
Tie Corps Colours in Pure Silk, 3 width 
um'brella , Golf Size, Corps Colours , _ .. - • 
Wall plaque, ' Royal Corps of Signals , shield, 6 x 7" 
Watch strap, Corps Colours, Nylon 

Unsigned 
B.50 
B.50 
B.50 
B.50 
B.50 
B.50 

PRICE 
£ 

11 .50 
1 .90 
1 .BO 

13.75 
0.50 
3.35 
2.75 
3.50 

15.50 
2 .20 
6.B5 
6 .20 
3.00 

9 .50 ea 
19.75 ea 

B.45 ea 
9.50 ea 

19.75ea 
9.45 ea 

3B.50 
55.00 
21 .95 
52.00 
15.25 
15.95 
0.50 
2 .20 
1-B5 

27 .50 
9 .25 
2.25 
2.00 
3.95 
2.45 
2 .95 
1.20 
4.95 

27.40 
15.35 

.20 
Signed 
12.50 
12.50 
12.50 
12.50 
12.50 
12.50 
15.00 

32.50 
65.00 
65 .00 
59.25 
65 .00 

2 .50 
0 .50 
0 .50 
0.45 

72 .50 
19.50 

14.B5 
12.25 
15.B5 
19.25 
32.50 
10.25 
10.25 
15.25 
12.55 

2.50 
2 .50 
5.75 

11 .95 
15.00 
13.25 

1.45 

. 1 1 f VAT Overseas orders will be less VAT. Bulk orders from PRl's will attract a discount. 
Prices me us ve o · - bl R I Signals-Corps Fund 
P/easa Note: Postage and Packing not included. Cheques made paya e to: oya · 

6 R S t London SWIP 4AD (Telephone London Di trict Mil e.t 8428 STD 071-414 8428 and 8433) 
Produced by the Publishers, THE ROYAL ~IGN~LS ~SS?~~tcJ!O~.~olbr~~& S~~°i_:td, Norway Road. Ponsmouth, Honts P03 crf.r I h 02Sl 
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How do you feel 
about leaving the Army? 

As you' re we ll aware, serving in the Forces isn't just a 
JOb. It's a way of life. So, it's no surprise, that after 

leaving, many people feel as though they're high and dry, 
hke a fish ou of water. 

Bu there's no need for you to feel this way. It's 
perfectly possible fo r you to keep up with old friends, 
make use of he unique skills you've acquired, and 
make a v1 al contribution to the nation's defence into 
he bargain. 

How? Simply by becoming a member of the 
Volunteer Forces, which make up a third of ou r Army 
and represent a significant part of our commitment 
to NATO. 

There are two options open to you. 
Firstly, you can join one of the Territorial Army 

Independent Units based in the TAVRA region 1n which 
you have decided to settle. An ideal route for those 
leaving Infantry or Cavalry regiments. 

Secondly, 1f you are leaving a Corps, you could 
retain you r capbadge and become a member of either 
an Independent Unit or a TA Specia list Unil In either, 
you can maintain and extend the special skil ls that you 
have learned 

You can contribute as much time as you want 
in any one year. The minimum that we ask is that 
as a member of the Independent TA you complete 
6 weekends, a two-week Summer Camp and somd_ 
weekday evenings. As a ....__/ 
Specialist we ask · 
only 15 days ... ~~ · ~ rf' • -=-~-
train ingand two "~• ~ ,. ~-
weekends. , ,. • ......- -<::> 

-~ .. .,,, , ) . 

In return you will receive payment equivalent to 
the rates paid to Regu lar Army soldiers plus an 
annual tax-free bonus. 

If you would like more information about how you 
can stay in the swim of things, write to the address 
below, giving deta ils of wh ich option you are interested 
in, you r current age and address, your intended county 
of residence, and of the regiment you have left or 
are leaving. 

The Territorial Army, Freepost, 4335 (Ref: 9000), Bristol BSl 3YX. 
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All correspondence and 
matter for publication in 
The Wire should be 
addressed to The Editor. 

The Wire 
Subscription rate• 
1992 (Bl-monthly) 

(Feb, Apr, Jun, 
Aug, Oct, and Deel . 

Individual: Yearly £7 .80; 
Bi-monthly £1.30; 

The Wire, RHO Royal Signals, 
56 Regency St reet , 
London SW1P 4AD. 
Tel No: London District Ext 8428 and 8433 
STD 071 -414 8428 ancl 8433 
Matter for publication must be 
received by the 15th of February, 
April, June. August, October and December 
for publication six weeks later. 

Remittances should be made payable to: 
Royal Signals Association 

Editor Lt Col M . Q, M . Greaves ~~\ 
Assistant Editor Mrs M. A. Riggs ~l]IV 

The Wire is a member of the Association of Service Newspapers 

We offer our warm congratulations to Captain J. N. R. Perks on his IOOth birthday and wish him very many Happy Returns of the Day. 

CONTENTS 
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In Tray 310 News from Regiments 336 
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Deaths and Obituaries 319 News from Troops . . 382 

Notices/ Reunions 320 & 391 The Royal Signals Yacht Club 384 

Report from Ulster 322 Sport .. 387 

News from Headquarters 328 The Royal Signals Association News 388 

OUR COVER PICTURE 
Our front and back cover pictures this issue feature two outstanding young sportsmen in the Corps who have each, in 1992, gained 
the highest sporting achievements. 
Our front cover shows Sig Paul Tague, winner of the Men' s Open Singles in the Army Lawn Tennis Championships 1992 at 
Aldershot. 
Our back cover shows Cpl Jonah Jones of 21 Signal Regiment, the Army and Combined Services Hammer Throwing Champion 
1992. 

It would be appreciated if copy for publi~ation in the February 1993 issue of The Wire could be received by the Editor by 10 December 
1992 at the latest because of the Christmas ana· New Year holiday period. 

The opinions expressed in The Wire are those _of the authors and do not necessarily reflect the policy and views, official or otherwise, 
of the Corps or the MOD. This publication contains official information. It should be tfflated wrth discftltion by the recipient. 

© Crown Copyright 

Disclaimer: No responsibility for the quality of goods or services advertised in-this magazine can be accepted by the publishers or their 

agents. Advertisements are included in good faith. 
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- From our "In" Tray -

SANDHURST AW ARDS 
CDS, Fi Id Marshal ir Richard Vincent presenting 2Lt Sara 

Dillingham with both the Queen's Medal and Cane of Honour at the 
overeign's Parade at RMA Sandhurst on 1 August 1992. The 

Queen' Medal i awarded to the cadet or student officer who achieves 
the be t overall result in the military and practical assessments. The 
Cane which ha onl}' been awarded twice and replaced the Sash of 
Hon~ur, i awarded to the top woman cadet. It .was previously 
awarded to 2Lt Annabelle Dosher, also of the Royal Signals. The next 
intake of women will be eligible for th Sword of Honour. 

EUROPEAN COMMISSION MONITOR 
MISSION (ECMM) 

The ECMM is located in the former Yugoslavia. The Headquarters 
or HQ ECMM is based in Zagreb, Croatia, with Regional Centres in 
Belgrade, Split and Zagreb. Up until mid-May there was also a 
Regional Centre in Sarajevo but when the safety of the team could not 
be guaranteed, it was withdrawn, and is currently 'in exile' in Zagreb 
awaiting a more favourable climate to return. In addition a small 
Liaison Office is deployed in Lubljana. 

The role of the ECMM is to act as a neutral third party, to assist 
the parties to the conflict to agree between themselves a solution to 
their problems. The environment in which the ECMM operates is 
complex, unpredictable and very dangerous. Considering that the 
Mission deploys unarmed diplomats into a war zone its achievements 
to date have been significant and largely unsung. 

The United Kingdom took over the Presidency of the European 
Commission on 1July1992 and will be 'in command' for the next six 
months, handing over to Denmark on 31 December 1992. A small 
military team supports the diplomats and Foreign Office officials who 
currently head the Mission. 

This military team includes eleven Royal Signals personnel who are 
responsible for the communications of the Mission. They are deployed 
throughout the former Republics of Yugoslavia, in Zagreb, Belgrade, 
Split and Nacise. The team consists of: Commander Communications: 
Lt Col M. K. Stretch; Yeoman of Signals: SSgt (YofS) Holt; 
Technicians: SSgts Collins, Howell-Walmesly and Lambert; Operators: 
Cpls Jones, Johnston, Hill, Webster, LCpls Phillips and Stavely
Wadham. 

The 'Twelfth Man' is Maj M. Stevenson who doubles as the Mission 
QM and Head of Administration. Our 'scorer' is Cpl Ellwood who is 
our Stores Accountant. 

The analogy with cricket goes further as we all wear white as 
uniform, with blue EC armbands and baseball caps! The Corps is 
further represented with Lt Col (Retd) M. E. G. Chandler who is the 
Head of the Regional Centre in Belgrade. 
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The 'Cricket Team' has been drawn from many units within the 
Corps, including the Army Apprentices College Harrogate, 30 Sig 
Regt, 14 Sig Regt, 7 Sig Regt, l, 3 and 4 Armd Division Headquarters 
and Signal Regiments and the Signals Directorate Ministry of 
Defence. 

The communications equipment in the Mission is mostly of the 
civilian variety. It includes: 
• Inmarsat. Voice/Fax (secure/ insecure) 
• Capsat. Data 
• Local PTT. Telephone/Fax/Carphone/Carryphone. 
e VHF/HF. Voice. 

The transport fleet is also full of variety. There are some 89 
vehicles, from Fiat Tipos, to Nissan Patrols, to Mercedes 200s and 
SW3s (Armoured 4 x 4) and Peugeot P4s. All are painted white and 
emblazoned with the blue and gold EC logo. The majority of the 
drivers are Italian so some of us are ageing prematurely! So far the 
Mission has covered in excess of 2,500,000kms in its one year's 
existence, many over rough and mountainous terrain. Luckily only 
five traffic accidents have occurred, but six vehicles have suffered 
from war damage and one was lost when the Mission had to withdraw 
in haste from Sarajevo. 

On m1ss1on in Croatia. Maj Gen Cranston (Deputy Head of 
Mission} (third from right) with Maj M. Stevenson (second from 
right) and Col I. Johnstone (Chief of Staff) (first right), speaking 
to members of the Yugoslav Army, with interpreters and Monitors 

in attendance 

Driving through the Pacrak Salient, Croatia. War damage 
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ROY AL SIGNALS RECRUITING AND PUBLICITY EVE TS OCT 92-JUN 93 

October 
17 RAF Linton-on-Ouse 
31·1 National Indoor Arena Birmingham, 

fntcrnationnJ Tattoo 

November 
1· 14 KAPE 
1-14 KAPE, Wnles/ W Dist 
8 Remembrance Parade Blandford 

Remembrance Parade Salisbury 
Remembrance Parade Bovington 

11 Conccn British Legion Lyndhurst 
14 canberra, Southampton 

December s Malcolm Sargent carol Concert 
IS Wolverhampton Massed Bands 
18 Croydon Massed Bands 
20 Preston Massed Bands 

March 1993 
KAPE, S Dist/ Aldershot 

White Helmets 
White Helmets 

I Armd Div HQ & Sig Regt 
I Inf Bde !IQ & Sig Sqn 
Band 
Band 
Band 
Band 
Band 

Band 
Band 
Band 
Band 

3 Armd Div HQ & Sig Regt 

June 1993 
2S Preedom of Richmond, Nonb Yorkt TGRIT 

The calendar i. accurate at the time of aoin1 to press but you are adviJed to contact the 
Units concerned to ensure that there have been no changes before embarkin& on Iona 
journeys. Confirmation and information can be obtained from the Umu concerned on the 
following numbers: 
Display Teams 
(White/Blue Helmets, Quicksilver, TGRIT) 
Corps Band 
30 Sig Regt 
71 Sig Re1t (V), 68 Sig Sqn, 

70 Sig Sqn, 2S6 Sig Sqn 
34 Sig Regt (V) 
36 Sig Regt (V) (44 Sig Sqn) 
37 Sig Regt (V) 
S (AB) Bde HQ & Sig Sqn (02S2) 349S03 

Key: 

(0748) 832S21 Ext 2SS6 
(02S8) 4S2.S81 Ext '.IA4S 
(02S8) 4S2S81 Ext 2SS8 
(0322) S2922S 

(0642) 232626 
081-478 1941 
(0272) $19898 
(02S8) 4S2S81 Ext 2SS8 

KAPE ~ Keep The Army In the Public Eye 
TGRJT • Training Group Regimenial Information Teams 
ABF ; Army Benevolent Fund 

YOUR SUBSCRIPTION RATE 

Many of you renew your subscription by making a payment each year by cheque or postal order. If you are one of these, will 
you please return the counterfoil below, with your payment by 1 December 1992. We have to defme our printing commitment 
for the February issue by this date and your co-operation in meeting this request will be most helpful. If you pay by Bankers Order 
no further action is necessary. 

The Accountant 
Royal Signals Association 
RHQ Royal Signals 
56 Regency Street 
LONDON SWJP 4AD 

I wish to receive 'The Wire' in 1993 and enclose my subscription of £7.80. 

I am an existing subscriber* 

I am a new subscriber* 

I wish to pay my subscription by 'Bankers Order'. Please forward a 'Standing Order' form to me* 

Date . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Signature .......................... . ................ · · · · · · 

Name in block letters . . ....................... · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · 

Address in block letters ....................... .. .. .. .... · · · · . · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · 

....... .. ... . ....... .. .................. . ........................ ........... ........ ....... ...... . .. . ........... 

. ........... .... ........................... ... .... . Post Code ..................................... ·····.········ 

* Delete as appropriate. 

Cheques/Postal Orders payable to 'Royal Signals Association Benevolent Fund' 

Please notify any change of address immediately. 

THIS DOES NOT APPLY TO RETIRED OFFICERS WHO PAY THE AN]WAL FLAT RATE 
SUBSCRIPTION TO CORPS FUNDS. 
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l:'IITERSERVIC F CING 
u ful Corp fencers who qualified in the Army Fencing 

Champion hip in Aldershot went on to the Inter Service 
Champion hip held at the Royal Tournament. 

LCpl Hartley of 13 Sig Regt, the Army Junior Champion at Arms, 
the Army Junior Foil Champion, and the Army Junior Epee 
Champion, became the bronze medallist in the Inter Service Junior 
Epee Championships. He was also successful in the Senior 
competition, fighting his way to the Senior Epee pools which was no 
mean achievement again l stiff competition. 

ig Hunter of 8 Sig Regt is now the Inter Service Junior Foil 
Champion and al o the inter Service Junior Sabre Champion. This is 
an out Landing re ult for a fencer who has only recently taken up the 
port. 

LCpl Beane of 7 Sig Regt came seventh in both the intermediate 
Epee and the intermediate Sabre. 

ig Roscoe of 8 Sig Regt became the silver medalli t in the Inter 
Service Junior Sabre Championships. This built on his success as the 
ilver medallist in the Army Junior Sabre Championships. This was 

his first fencing eason. 
There were really only two contenders in the running to become the 

Inter Service Junior Champion al Arms and Sig Bartlett of 8 Sig Regt 
who started off the season as a Junior Le.ider could not quite defeat 
his RAF apponent Junior Technician Priest who was awarded the 
trophy. evertheless this was an excellent effort. Additionally Sig 
Weldon of 8 Sig Regt did well in reaching fourth place in Junior Sabre 
in the Inter Service Championships in his first season. 

Congratulations go to Sigs Heanes, Hunter, Hartley and Bartlett on 
the award of their Corps colours for fencing. This year they have 
certainly put the Royal Corps on the map in fencing circles. 

Sig Hunter receiving one of his winning trophies from Lt Col 
Nowosielski 

LCpl Hartley receiving his Bronze Medal 
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GT BERNADETTE SMITH IN ACTION AT ROYAL 
TOURNAMENT 

The theme of this year's spectacular Royal Tournament at Earls' 
Court was 'Heroes of the Air'. It produced its fair share of heroes 
on the ground, .such as Sgt Bernadette Smith. She took part in a 
unique event staged by the Army Womens Services Display Team. 

The team performed a breathtaking series of stunts involving 
horses, motorcycles, cross-country vehicles and even stretchers! The 
team was brought together specially for the Royal Tournament and 
was the only all-women display in this year 's programme. 

Sgt Smith is currently serving with RSSST(Fwd) in BAOR. She 
keeps fit competing in long-distance running and playing hockey. 

Our picture shows Sgt Bernadette Smith with 'Duke', an Army 
Alsatian partrol dog, one of the team 

FANY VISIT BLANDFORD 
For the first time, Brig Truluck, Commandant of the Royal School 

of Signals, invited the WTS (Women's Transport Service)-FANY 
(First Aid Nursing Yeomanry) to Blandford for training. 

Twenty-one FANYs arrived for a weekend of learning, hurting and 
laughing. Corps Commander Mrs Anna Whitehead accompanied by 
Maj Gen Page, the Honorary Colonel and DCC Frances Blois 
attended to observe the activity and enjoy the hospitality. 

Following a classroom session, three competitive teams of FANYs 
went out into the field to learn about signals, aerials and the best way 
to cook Arctic compo rations - all on one of the hottest weekends 
of the year. A set of challenging command tasks tested the FANY 
team spirit and enhanced leadership qualities. The day's programme 
ended with an excellent Mess Dinner. 

The three teams of FANYs ready to participate 
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The next morning's action began with an orienlc.::ring exercise 
against the c!~ck . It wl!-s followed by~ shooting competition firing at 
balloons, pamng up_ wild flowers to ailment and NBC. Finally, amid 
much smoke and noise, the FANYs successfully negotiated the assault 
cours . 

Exhausted and grateful fo r the expert instruction received from Lt 
Col I. J . Crouch and his team , the last remaining question from the 
FANYs-before returning to London-was 'may we come back next 
year?'. 

FANYs learning about aerials in Blandford 

MALAYSIAN SIGNALS ACCORDED ROYAL STATUS 
Royal Status was conferred on three Corps of the Malaysian Army 

by the Yang Di Pertuan Agong Sultan Azlan Shah during the parade 
on 6 June 1992 to mark his 64th birthday. First to receive the Royal 
Emblem from his Majesty was the Chairman of the Signals Corps, 
Brig Gen Dato' Ahmad Bin Ibrahim, followed by the Chairmen of the 
Engineer and Artillery Corps . The Signals Corps, which was 
established on 15 November 1952, is now to be known as the 'Regimen 
Semboyan DiRaja' (Royal Malaysian Signals). The occasion was 
marked by a military dinner night for all three Corps, which was held 
in the Shangri-La Hotel ballroom in the presence of the Agong and 
the Colonel-in-Chief of the Regiment Semboyan DiRaja, the Yang Di 
Pertuan Besar DYMM Tuanku Ja'afar lbni Al-Marhum Tuanku 
Abdul Rahman. On a lighter note, the Sig Regt challenged and beat 
the Engineers and Special Forces at a celebratory golf match which 
took place at the Seramban International Golf Club (SIGC)! 

The Yang Di Pertuan Agong Sultan Azlan Shah takes the salute. 
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KliliPl~'G lT I THE FAMILY 
Those who served in 28 Sig Regt in the 1980' will undoubtedly 

rt'member Maj Judy Webb, I Sqn Comd and R M Dick Hamilton 
(now Maj Dick Hamilton, Army Apprentices College, Harrogate). 

Ten years on and Mrs Judith Webb is headminstress of a girls' 
school in Somerset where Head Girl , arah Hamilton, an 
accomplished musician, has just received ~ery pleasing results in the 
recent GCSE examinatiom and now goes on to Sixth Form College in 
Harrogate. 

To complete the 'Signal connection' Assistant Matron at the school 
is Louise Barber, sister of Cpl Keith Barber currently serving with 14 
Sig Regt. 

Sarah Hamilton fright), Judith Webb (centre), Headmistress of 
Rossholme School and Assistant Matron lousie Barber 

Outstanding Performance 

Sig Ann Mohan is currently serving with QG Sig Regt as a Tele Op 
(Data). She is pictured here receiving an A Grading for 

'outstanding performance' on her course 
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ER I EMO LI iATCH 
b) pt R. P. Wil on 

'We will ttempt to ki mountaineer from Chamonix in France 
along the cla ic High Level Rout~ (Haute Route) to Saas F~. 

\\itzerland . It hould take us about six to seven days. The scenery will 
be fanta ti and the kiing amazing, but it's a bit harder than ordinary 
do\\nhill l..iing!' . 

Thi wa the aim that our team leader, Maj John Ball, gave u m 
early April. The team con isted of representatives from across 5 
Airborne Bd . which included three members from the Brigade HQ, 
four from 21 (Para), two from the Para Regt and a Sapper from 
36 Engr Regt. Most of us had a hand in the organisation of the trip 
to ome extent. 

We were greacly helped with financial upport from GKN Defence, 
V L Gore A ociates (Goretex), Wilson Hogg Robinson Ltd and Land 
Rover. Both the Airborne Initiative Fund and SDIST were major 
contributor to the expedition as were the repre entative Corps and 
Regiments. V ithout their help this expectition would not have been 
po sible. 

\ e planned to leave Aldershot on 24 April and drive to Chamonix 
o'er two day , collecting some of the expectition equipment en route 
from the Berlin Adventure Training Hut at Steibus in Southern 
Germany. The trip included an unscheduled train ride for the minibus 
and passengers due to the Oberalp and Furka passes in Switzerland 
being cut off by too much snow! Having arrived in Argentiere (a small 
town !Okm north east of Chamonix), the three days' training 
programme slarted. This included our one and only day on the piste. 
We also learned avalanche drills, crevasse rescue, rope techniques and 
how to use skins to climb. During this time we experienced torrential 
rain, which fell as very deep snow at altitude. This, unfortunately, was 
not all good news. 

The summit of Mont Blanc 
l to R: Maj J ohn Ball, Cpl Dave Kennedy, LCpl ' Mag' Marrit, Sgt 

Phil Hartley and Capt Peter Cook 

Due to the massive amount of snow that had fallen, the initial stages 
of the route were dangerously avalanche prone and consequently we 
had to start the HLR from a small village in Switzerland called Arolla. 
Our aim was then to take five days to ski the rest of the route to Saas 
Fee. 

Our initial trip started with a long ski tow (it's not all tabbing) of 
about 2km, we then put skins on and got our first real taste of skiing 
uphill. The pace was a steady plod, constantly traversing across the 
slope in a zigzag fashion . The skins are, as the name would imply, a 
strip of material that is slightly narrower than the ski, sticky on one 
side and hairy on the other. With the aid of a clip and some glue the 
skin is attached to the underside of the ski. The hairs catch and grip 
on the snow like a cat's tongue and this gives the traction required to 
climb. Originally animal skin was used, however man-made materials 
have now replaced and improved upon the fur. 

Having completed our first climb we then descended a 50m sheer 
face by two ladders at Pas de Chevres followed by a 'skin' over to our 
first night in a hut, the Cab du Dix. 

There are well over one hundred huts across the Alpine countries, 
of various shapes and sizes. They are often very isolated and give you 
minimum but adequate facilities. The Cab du Dix covered the floor 
space of about one basketball court and was two storeys high. The 
ground floor was the bar, dining room, kitchen and unbooked guests 
bedroom (the floor!). Upstairs had enough rooms for about 150 
people to sleep on two tier 'Bedouin Beds'. The Bedouin Bed was 
made up of mattresses crammed together in a wooden pen on which 
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10-25 friends and strangers of all age and sexes slept side by side. A 
bit unusual at first but exhaustion soon took charge and sleep became 
the fir t priority. 

The mornings tarted very early. The lights were not put on in the 
dormitories and so mass confusion reigned as all the occupants 
stumbled around in the dark, wearing head torches, speaking in 
whispers, even though ironically everybody was awake, excitedly 
packing anything within arms reach, whether it belonged to them or 
not. 

Our second day started with a two hour climb from where there was 
a fantastic view of the Alps including the Matterhorn. This required 
the obligatory photo stop. We then benefited from our long climb 
with a four hour traverse and descent to the Cab du Charion, a much 
smaller and more impressively situated hut. Having arrived early in 
the afternoon with about five hours before the evening meal, five of 
us tried to challenge the Guardian to a pasta eating competition. It 
was declared a draw, but we were satisfied and it helped us to ward 
off malnutrition for a few hours. 

Our third day was, on paper, looking like the hardest so far . We 
slarted with a five hour climb which was a long hard slog, but the view 
from the Col du Petit M Collon made it worthwhile. The weather was 
amazing, clear skies and brilliant sunshine which was obviously the 
calm before the storm. 

We skied down to the Refuge des Bouquetins which is an unmanned 
hut with an outside toilet which resembled the Tardis. The stove was 
quickly lit and snow gathered so that drinks and boil-in-the-bags could 
be prepared. That night a real storm brewed and gave our small 
octagonal hut a real buffeting. In the morning we woke up to find 
white-out conditions and about a metre of snow had fallen. The 
weather did not improve for some hours. 

It was al this point that our guide decided that due to the volume 
of snow and ctirection of wind our intended route to Zermatt was 
impossible due to avalanche dangers and so we had to ski down the 
valley to our starting point at Arolla. We arrived feeling pretty low 
and in need of a good pick-me-up. A few beers were consumed as the 
guide and John made plans for the future . 

The plan was to return to Argentiere for a day of rest. We then did 
a tour from Argentiere to Champex in Switzerland, which turned out 
to be a very demanding but exciting days skiing during which we all 
stood within about one hundred metres of an avalanche!-the closest 
we ever want to get. 

On the second day we skied the Valley Blanche which is the longest 
off piste downhill run in Europe. It was about 16km long and took 
about three and a half hours. The weather was amazing as were the 
topless sun bathers. 

On the third day those able to, started the ascent of Mont Blanc. 
The team was selected purely on skiing ability. 

A party of six of us took the cable car from Chamonix up to Plan 
des Liguillies at a height of 2317m. From here it was a relatively short 
ski, however, conditions were very icy thus making our route 
dangerous on the more exposed areas. This led to quite a bit of 
excitement on some of the traverses which were precarious to say the 
least. One mistake and next stop, Chamonix town centre! 

After four hours climbing we arrived at Refuge des Grands Mulets 
which is a metal hut perched on the side of the moutain. The 
accommodation here was even more cramped and our company far 
more cosmopolitan. The dinner was a wholesome four course meal 
which preceded bed by about 2000 hrs. 

At 0100 hrs all twenty five climbers were up and clambering about 
in our twenty man room. Whispered tones, headtorches, ctifferent 
languages, girls wanting privacy to get dressed and the mistaken 
packing of other peoples kit led to some strained comments about the 
European Community. 

Headtorches were essential for the next phase, as you climb for 
about four hours in total darkness. By the time we had started all we 
could see was long lines of little lights zig zagging up the side of the 
mountain. There must have been about eighty of us climbing the 
mountain that day. Not the solitary adventure we had been expecting. 

By 0730 hrs we had arrived at Refuge Vallot which is another tin 
hut bolted onto the side of the mountain. At this point skis are 
exchanged for crampons and poles for ice axes to climb the final 
445m. By this time all of us were aware of the altitude and 
consequently the final phase of our assault on the summit was a slow 
and a very tired plod. Altitude sickness is an unpredictable problem 
which, despite lots of determination, can not be ignored, especially 
when negotiating a very sharp arete with France on one side and Italy 
on the other. 

We finally conquered Mont Blanc, 4807m (15771ft), at 1030 hrs on 
7 May 1992. That's not the end; having skied and climbed all the way 
up, we then had one hell of a ski down. It was a very long and 
exhausting four hour downhill ski to our start point. 

As we left the cable car station in Chamonix we were met by the 
magnificent sight of Capt 'Wacko' Wilson with a crate of cold beers 
to help rejuvenate our weary but triumphant bodies. 
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EXERCIST MONTE BIANCO 
This is an annual exercise run by I Inf Bde with the support of the 

Italian Alpine Troops with the aim of taking 30 climbers of mixed 
ability to the summit of Mont Blanc (4810m). Members of the exercise 
are volunteers selected throughout the UKLF. The exercise is run in 
three phases with the first two phases designed to select patrol leaders 
and climbers from the many volunteers. These two phases were held 
in North Wales from 21 May to 13 June and it was here that the 
'Famous Four' Corps personnel met; Sgt Jim Hook and Sig Al 
Stewart, both from 19 Inf Bde, Cpl l'itas Reene from 249 Sig Sqn and 
LCpl Mick Anderson from 244 Sig. Sqn. 

Selection of patrol leaders was made in the first week by the 
Expedition Leader, Capt Martin Price (RM) and 'Sandy' Sanderson 
from the Ripon Adventure Training Centre. Sgt Jim Hook and LCpl 
Mick Anderson were both successful in this phase with the added 
bonus of achieving the JSRL qualification . Now it just left Cpl Titas 
Reene and Sig Al Stewart requiring selection as climbers which proved 
to be a formality! With a month of extensive rock climbing and hill 
walking activities completed we all enthusiastically awaited departure 
onto phase three. 

Phase three started with the departure of the Admin support team 
from Tidworth to Val Veny in Italy, closely followed by three 
minibuses packed with thirty anxious 'volunteers' and all their 
equipment. A short trip across the Channel was a welcome relief from 
the wagons but did not prepare us for the ten hour drive to our night 
stop in some French barracks. Early next morning we set off on the 
final leg of our journey to Val Veny and our awaiting Italian hosts. 

Members of Ex Monte Bianco crossing the Gran Paradiso glacier 

It was Saturday 20 June, the first day of our ~Pi!'e. trainin~. This 
included arrest techniques and crevasse rescue, mstilling confidence 
into all of us as to the safety of this sport! This was followed quickly 
with our first attempt at a summit which was a refuge hut at 2924m 
on the Aiguille d'Estellette. Unfortunately due to a high snow fall the 
final gully proved too dangerous for thirty tired trekkers! A week of 
glacier crossing and altitude acclimatisation followed before we were 
ready for our first mountain summit. This was to be the Grll!1 
Paradiso (406lm}. On Monday 29 June we set off for the Rif 
Emmanuelle (2732m) with enough equipment to ~ast us four days. A 
rapid pace saw thirty travellers arrive at the but m under two ho.urs. 
We quickly made our presence felt by the. staff of th.e hut, esp~c1ally 
at tea time when we rushed them off their feet feedrng us which set 
the precedent for our stay . At 0500 hrs the fo.llowing day we were up 
and preparing ourselves for our first mountarn ascent. We set off at 
0630 hrs up the GH'IO Del Gran Paradiso. It was soon evident that 
one of the members of the team behind us was having problems 
diagnosed as suffering from pulmonary oedema (mountain sickn.ess) 
by the Doc. Swift evacuation was effected, however, after only a shght 
change in team members the 'Famous Four' wer~ still abl~ to bag the 
summit. Celebrations were heard in the hut that mght. J?unng the next 
three days bad weather hampered the schedule allowing us only to 
climb La Tresenta (3609m) before we returned to the valley for 
transport back to Val Veny. 
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Summit of Mont Blanc - 4,810m 
L to R: Sig Al Stewart, Sgt Jim Hook and Cpl Titas Reene 

A weekend of resting, or was it partying, in Chamonix was a 
welcome break. Monday morning saw us on the way back to the 
mountains. This time our goal was the summit of Monte Rosa's 
Gnifetti peak (4559m). After one day's snow plod we arrived at Rif 
Citta Di Mantova (3498m). We spent the night here before attempting 
the ascent. With a cloudless sky and bright sunshine set in one of the 
most spectacular mountain ranges this proved to be one of the most 
rewarding days of the expedition. . . 

Unfortunately another climber suffered mountam sickness and 
had to be evacuated to a lower altitude to recover. The rest of us made 
the summit in good time before setting off to th~ refuge under a 
sweltering sun which caused some sunstr?ke c~ualties . Howe~er,_the 
Doc was able to relieve our headaches with his bottle of magic pills! 
Bad weather the following day forced us to make an early retreat from 
the mountain and we were soon back in Val Veny preparing for our 
main goal-Mont Blanc. 

It was 1400 hrs on Monday 13 July when we set off for the Gonnella 
but at 3071m via the GH'IO Del Miage glacier. We arrived at the hut 
at 1800 hrs and following a meal of bacon and eggs by our superb host 
who mothered us all, we got an early night before our early departu:e. 
At 0030 hrs we were preparing for our departure when LCpl Mick 
Anderson suffered an injury whilst putting on bis harness. It was 0100 
hrs when we set off up the GH'IO De Dome on our bid for the summit 
of the highest peak in Europe. Half way up the glacier we had the 
chance to practise our crevasse rescu~ ti:chniques for real when Spr 
Dave Sheriden decided to take a look ms1de a crevasse. He would not 
let us pull him out until he had taken som~ photos of himself han~ng 
in space. We continued up to the col de B1onnassy (4003m). In wmds 
of up to lOOmph and temperatures of -60°C we made our way slowly 
to the Dome de Gouter and then on up to the Vallot hut at 4347m. 
Here the decision was taken to leave four people from the party 
behind to await a helicopter rescue due to various complaints due to 
the cold. The rest of us made our way up to the summit in our patrols 
arriving at 1000 hrs. , 

With summit photographs taken, and unfortunately our . pa~ol s 
missing LCpl Mick 'Failure' Anderson (we don't really mean 1t Mick), 
we set off on our descent via Mont Maudit then on to Mont Blanc du 
Tacul and then finally to the Aiguille de Midi. From here a series of 
cable cars took us to our awaiting transport which in turn returned us 
to Val Veny. . 

After a couple of relaxing days in Aosta and Chai:nonix our co!'voy 
of minibuses set off on their long journey back to T1dworth. All mall 
a very enjoyable trip with everyone learning a .gr~at d.~ about 
mountaineering and also a lot about themselves. This 1s defm1tely one 
exercise to volunteer for. 
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E. ER I E TATO DA. 'RA 1992 
b) Capl P . J . Holliday 

(Capt Holliday is on a two year secondment to 7th (Duke of 
Edinburgh's Own) Gurkha Rifles which recently included a six month 
tour of Belize from where Ex Tato Danra was mounted). 

For mo I people Mexico conjures up images of cactus riddled 
d ert, small 1own~ in a permanent stale of siesta, big hats and, 
1equilla. It may therefore come as somewhat of a surprise to learn that 
at mid morning on 14 March 1992 eight members of 7GR Bn Gp Jed 
by a Corp officer stood on Mexico' highest point in freezing cold 
wind equipped with ropes, ice axes and crampons, and dressed as for 
a Himalayan climb. 

The mountain was El Pico de Orizaba which at a height of 18, 700ft 
was the literal high point of Ex Tato Danra. It was a 7GR mountain
eering expedition mounted from Belize with the aim of climbing the 
high mountains of the Sierra evada as a challen e to a team consist
ing of ten men from the Battalion and two from 9 Para Sqn RE-the 
Engineer Squadron in upport during the Belize tour . 

The Team had set out from Belize by bus two week earlier. A night 
in the bright lights of Mexico City at a height of 7 ,OOOft provided an 
opportunity to acclimatise as well as a stark contrast to the somewhat 
limited night life of Rideau and Airport Camp. From there a further 
bus ride brought the team to the town of Amecameca which lies at 
the foot of the first two objectives: Popocatepetl (17,887ft) and 
Iztaccihuatl (17 ,342ft). Like Orizaba, these peaks (the third and 
econd highest in the country respectively) are volcanic and have 

fascinating histories associated with the ancient Maya and Aztec 
civilisations and the Spanish Conquistadors; like Orizaba, they are 
permanently snow covered and have large areas of glacier which 
meant that ice axe arrests and the skills required for roped glacier 
travel had to be learnt and practised before the team could undertake 
a high climb. 

Despite the night in Mexico City, the ascent to 11,000ft, where the 
team spent the first few days training, had been rapid and headaches 
and sickness, the symptoms of acute mountain sickness, were 
commonplace. However, by the fifth day of climbing eleven had made 
it to the spectacular sulphurous crater of Popocatepetl with six going 
on to the summit: four by way of the difficult Ventorillo route. 

After Popo the Team descended to Amecameca for rest and re
organisation before turning attention to lztaccihuatl. Izta is a very 
different mountain to Popo: it is far more remote, despite being 
smaller, and does not have the distinctive volcanic crater. To climb the 
mountain, the team established a base camp at the southern end of the 
ridge that is lzta, and reconnoitred routes on to the mountain whilst 
rock climbing on local crags and preparing equipment. The day of the 
climb was successful, if long and exhausting. Eleven members of the 
team met on the summit, having climbed two routes: Glaciar de las 
Rodillas (The Knees Glacier) and La Arista del Sol (The Ridge of the 
Sun). Base camp was only regained after twenty hours of walking and 
climbing, which included a difficult descent down a sharp snow ridge 
in poor visibility and negotiation of the western flank of the mountain 
by night. 

From Amecameca the team travelled east by bus for the one 
hundred and fifty.mile drive to climb Orizaba. Until now, all had gone 
extremely well, with the first two objectives achieved within ten days. 
The final mountain, as well as being steeper than the first two was 
also some 800ft higher and the log book in the hut where the teadi was 
billeted before the climb was brimming with stories of disasters that 
had befallen previous aspirant ascensionists! 

Two ropes of four set out from the Piedra Grande hut at 0350 hrs. 
By thi time the wind was ve1y strong and Lhe temperature well below 
freezing. As the party made its way up the mountain, there was a very 
real risk of fro tbite. The large summit ice field was reached just as 
the sun was rising. Although this was to make little difference to the 
freezing temperatures, it did at least mean that crevasses could be 
more easily avoided. The cl imb was thoroughly unpleasant, both for 
the cold wind and the altitude, which combined to make the going 
very hard indeed. The fi rst rope reached the summit, stayed no longer 
than two minutes to take a couple of quick photographs before head
ing straight back down the way they had come up offering the second 
rope no more than a few words of encouragement and the news that 
it was 'even colder on top ' as they passed them on the way down . 

The climbing over, but with two days still remaining in Mexico, the 
team caught the bus back to Mexico City and enjoyed some R & R 
visiting The National Military Museum, The National Museum of 
Anthropology, The Latin American Tower and the ancient Maya city 
of Teotihuacan . 

The expedition climbed three peaks over I 7,300ft inside fifteen 
days, it proved a challenging and enjoyable trip for all . It gave a 
comprehensive introduction to Alpine mountaineering for the ten 
novices and is highly recommended for any Corps mountaineers who 
find themselves serving in Belize. 

For further information contact Capt P. J. Holliday, 7GR, Queen 
Elizabeth's Barracks, Church Crookham, Hants. 

L to R: Capt P. J. Holliday, Sgt Thaindradhoj Tulachan and 
LCpl Gopal Giri (both 7GR) on the summit of El Pico de Orizata 

(18,700ft) 

- Movements -

OFFICERS 
AUGUST 1992 
Rank and Nam• 
Lt Col A. J . Briggs 
Lt Col A. Davies . . . . 
Lt Col C. N. Lightfoot 
Lt Col A. W. Merrick 
Lt Col S. S . Paul • . . 
Lt Col G. M. S. Shipley .. 
Lt Cot C. L. Le Gallais 
!'<laj F. A . Bancroft 
Maj T. I Bryning •• 
Maj G . A. Carmichael 
Maj I. Forbco • 
MaJ A. J. Hall 
Maj R. M . Limb 
Maj C . W. Payne . • . . 
Maj R. M. Thurston . . . . • . . . 
Capt M . Banks 
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Unit to which posted 
ACDS(CJS) 
HQ Episkopi Gar 
HQ Trg Gp R Sig 
CGS 
HQBF Cyprus 
RMCS Sbrivenham 
IS Sig Regt 
9 Sig Regt 
JCUFl 
242 Sig Sqn 
8 Sig Regt 
The Royal School or Signals 
Depot 11 Sig Regt (HS) 
HQ AFCENT (ASG/CRSG) 
13 Sig Regt 
HQ 2 Sig Bde 

Capt P . J. Beynon 
Capt J. D. Carr . . . . . • . . .. 
Capt P . H . Coleman . . . , . . . . 
Capt M . J. Fensom 
Capt M . G . Hanson 
Capt M. Kennedy .. 
dlpt F. Mackender 
Capt N. J . Makepeace 
Capt W. M. Rattray . . • . . • .. 
Capt S. A. Rogers .. 
Capt S. M. Williamson .. .. .. • . 
Lt C . N . Cooper 
Lt 0. W. Duncan 
Lt G. H. Hume . • . . • . . . . . 
Lt J.M. Norris 
2Lt P . J. Abram 
2Lt M. S. Dooley . . . . • . • . . . 
2Lt N. M . Peet 
2Lt D. R. Seymour 

241 Sig Sqn 
IS Sig Regt 
SANGOM 
21 Sig Regt 
I Annd Div HQ and Sig Regt 
28 Sig Rest 
229 Sig Sqn 
21 Sig Regt 
HQ RAO 
IS Sig Regt 
UNFICYP 
The Royal School of Signals 
30 Sig Regt 
13 Sig Regt 
21 Sig Regt 
21 Sig Regt 
I Cheshire 
21 Sig Regt 
7 Sig Regt 
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WOS AND SNCOS 
AUGlJSl 1992 
Rant and Name 
WOI D. M. Kent · 
WOI J . J . Smith .. . 
WOI (l'ofS) M. G. Webb .. 
AWOI A. R. Small 
W02 t. W. Brereton .. 
W02 (YofS) D. H . Jones. . . . 
W02 (FofS) D. L. B. P ickard 
W02 N. S. Round .. 
W02 D. Stapleton .. 
W02 I. M. Stewart .. 
AW02 A. N. J. Ashwell .. 
AW02 S. A . Clark 
AW02 G. C . Ritchie 
AW02 N. Turnbull .. 
SSgt (FofS) D._ S. Alexander 
SSgt M. R. Sam . • . · 
SSgt K. Carter . . 
SSgt J . D. Coles .. 
SSgt R. Counlcy .. 
SSgt S. E. Davison 
SSgt P. Dixon . . . . 
SSgt (FofS) N. R. Henly . . 
SSgt J . R. Holcombe 
SS&t G. Hossell .. 
SSgt N. A. Killen . . 
SSgt J. C. Lcwington 
SSgt K. Merrie 
SSgt C. P . Mounta in 
SSgt J . D. Parish 
SSgt N. R. Phillips 
SSgt S. F. Price 
SSgt P . Ratcliffe 
SSgt S. A. Read 
SSgt C . R . Riddell 
SSgt D. J . Ruddock 
SSgt C. W. Skelton 
SSgt M. Smart 
SSgt I. G. Tcpielow 
SSgt M. J. Tucker 
SSgt V. Turner 
SSgt A. K. Warnes 
SSgt P. Yeoman 
ASSgt E. Atkins 
ASSgt P . Fleming 
ASSgt D. Livesey 
ASSgt A . M. Maxtcd 
ASSgt A. R . McAlpinc 
Sgt A. C. Bates .. 
Sgt D. Beggs .. 
Sgt M. J. Brunning 
Sgt M. J . B. Cameron 
Sgt S. K. Cook . . 
Sgt P. J. Crinnion . . 
WSgt S. L. Crinnion 

SEPTEMBER 1992 
Rank and Nome 
Lt Col P. J . J. Kington .. 
Lt Col D. J . Mclean 
Lt Col I. Turner . . . . 
Maj K. C. Davies-Stewart 
Maj I. W. Griffiths 
Maj R. L . Holt . . 
Maj S. C. Johns .. 
Maj N. T . Moore .. 
Maj I. W.R. Seraph 
Capt G . D . Anderson 
Capt D. Boyd . . . . 
Capt M. C . Burke . . . . 
Capt A. H. Campbell-Black 
Capt A. J. Clewlow 
Capt E. A. Davis . . 
Capt N. I. R. Dewar 
Capt R . M . Dobson 
Capt G . N. Downey 
Capt J . A. Giscombe 
Capt N. J . Griffiths 
Capt R. Hails . . 
Capt R. A. Licence 
Capt A. F. McBain 
Capt A . W. McMahon .. 
Capt R. L. Munro 
Capt J . W. Oakes .. 
Capt G. L. Owen .. 
Capt N. M . Romans 
Capt M . G. Shaw . . 
Capt I. G. Standen 
Capt L. Tanner .. 
Capt P. J. Wall . . 
Capt R . C . Young .. 
Lt E. Doughty 
Lt T . D. Smith .. 
Lt A . E . Talbot .. 
Lt G. J. Williams .. 
2Lt J . Caesar .. 
2Lt N. M. Deacon 
2Lt J . A . Kennedy 
2Lt S. J. Leach .. 
2Lt D. R. Lenci . . 
2Lt R. J . Lovell . . 
2Lt K. McKenzie .. 
2Lt M. A . Sansom 
2Lt R. 0. Strawbridge 
2Lt G . W. Wilson .. 
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Umt to whi<'h posttd 
Comm• & Sy Gp (UK) 
13 Sig Regt 
I Armd Div HQ & Sig Regt 
The Royal School of Signal~ 
21 Sig Regt 
11 Si& Regt Depot 1 p 
The Royal School of Signals 
8 Sig Regt 
14 Sig Regl 
15 Sig Rest 
13 Sig Rcgt 
36 Sig Regt (V) 
16 Sig Rcgt 
3 Armd Div HQ & Sig Rcgt 
I Atmd Div HQ & Sig Regt 
259 Sig Sqn 
IS Sig Rcgt 
11 Sig Rcgt 
16 Sig Regt 
21 Sig Regt 
71 Sig Regt (V) 
7 Sig Rcgt 
21 Sig Regt 
7 Sia Rest 
2 Sig Rcgt 
8 Sig Regt 
8 In f Bdc HQ & Sig Sqn 
I S Sig Regt 
3S Sig Rcgt (V) 
242 Sig Sqn 
HQ 2 (NC) Sig Bdc 
28 Sig Rcgt 
7 Sig Rcgt 
2 Sig Rcgt 
3 BAP, Bracht 
216 Para Sig Sqn 
Comms & Gy Gp (UK) 
21 Sig Rcgt 
The Royal School of Signals 
2Sl Sig Sqn 
IS Sig Rcgt 
Comms & Sy Gp (U K) 
2 Sig Rest 
7 Sig Regt 
642 Sig Tp 
34 Sig Rcgt (V) 
ASMT 
24 (Air Mob) Bdc HQ & Sig Sqn 
IS Sig Regt 
14 Sig Regt 
IS Sig Rcgt 
I S Sig Regt 
8 Sigt Regt 
8 Sig Rcgt 

Unit to which posted 
NA Cl SA 
SANG COM 
Depot 11 Sig Rcgt 
HQ Trg Gp R Signals 
CGS 
244 Sig Sqn (AS) 
Exchange Appts Canada 
Depot 11 Sig Rcgt 
HQ Trg Gp R Signals 
3 Atmd Div HQ & Sig Rcgt 
34 Sig Regt (V) ' 
IS Sig Rcgt 
HQ UKLF 
3 Armd Div HQ & Sig Rcgt 
3 Atmd Div HQ & Sig Regt 
The Royal School of Signals (HS Course) 
33 Sig Regt (V) 
11 Sig Bde (V) 
7 Sig Regt 
AA Coll Harrogate 
8 Sig Regt 
210 Sig Sqn 2 Sig Regt 
32 Sig Rcgt (V) 
D of Sup Man {HS Course) 
The Royal School or Signals 
16 Sig Rcgt 
Depot AAC Centre (HS Course) 
The Royal School of Signals 
2 Sig Bde 
30 Sig Rcgt 
SANG COM 
The Royal School of Signals (HS Course) 
11 Sig Rcgt 
JSSU 
AA Coll Harrogate 
RMCS Shrivcnham (HS Course) 
RMCS Shrivenham (HS Course) 
QG Sig Regt 
RMCS Shri\'enham (HS Course) 
11 Sig Regt 
RMAS (HS Course) 
RMAS (HS Course) 
RMCS Shrivcnham (HS Course) 
RMCS Shrivcnbam (HS Course) 
Depot & Trg Rcgt RCT (HS Course) 
RMCS Shrivcnham (HS Course) 
RMCS Shrivcnham (HS Course) 

FINANCIAL PLANNING 
ITS PURPOSE i~ to make the best use of Income. Capital 
and other Assets, to prepare the way for the individual to 
achieve financial aims. These may include: 

FINANCIAL PROTECTIO -against the effects of 

FINANCIAL SECURITY 

HOUSE PURCHASE 
EDUCA TJON EXPENSES 
COMFORTABLE RETIREMENT 

TRANSFER OF ASSETS 

possessions being lost or 
damaged. 
- for present or future 
dependants. 
-immediately or in the future. 
- for present or future children. 
-based on an adequate 
continuing income backed up 
by an adequate capital reserve 
- to the next generation. 

WE ADVISE on the use of savings from income, the 
investment of capital , the use of other assets where applic~ble, 
insurance against ill health and the insurance of possession . 
We help clients to lay the foundations of sound plans, to 
develop existing plans and keep them up to date, and then to 
make the best use of resources when the time comes to meet 
commitments. . 
GOOD INFORMATION is the basis of sound planning. The 
more clients take us into their confidence the better we can 
assist them. Please let us have full details of existing resources, 
your ability to save , and any expectations. Please also tell us 
all you can about commitments with which you expect to have 
to cope. We , of course, treat all such information as 
confidential. 
AN EARLY START helps, and we will be pleased to assist 
you however modest your resources may be no_w. If you have 
existing arrangements which may need developing, the sooner 
you refer them to us , the more help we are likely to be able 
to give you. 
OUR ADVICE is free and does not commit you to any action: 
we only ask that any arrangements you decide to ma~e. be 
made through us. It is based on over 44 years of exam1rung 
clients' problems, analysing them and advising. on t~em. Y 1s 
not delivered by persuasive salesmen, but is given m wntmg 
for you to study at your leisure. 

ARE YOU MAKING THE BEST USE OF YOUR 
INCOME AND OTHER ASSETS? 

WE ARE AS CLOSE TO YOU AS THE NEAREST POST 
BOX OR TELEPHONE. 

LET US SHOW YOU HOW GOOD PLANNING CAN 
HELP YOU. 

R. T. WILLIAMS LTD. 
PRINCE ALBERT HOUSE, 58 SHIP STREET, 

BRIGHTON, BNl lDE 
Telephone: (0273) 28181/S 

·-"' 
--IDllt!) --.air----~tlN 

Not all the services advertised here are regulated by the 
Financial Services Act 1986 and the rules made for the 
protection of investors by that Act will not apply to them. 
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t C Duff 
G. S. C. Farrar 
.\ Fullon 

t 1. D. GIO\er 
11 P J . Grun.:cll 

I P. B. Ha)11C$ 
t G. P . Herben . 

gt D. J, Hiueu 
,-gt R. D. lnglesant 
\\i' t J. . Ingleton 

t • \\ . Kent 
t . S. Kent •• 
t . t . A. Kirkham 
t t. S. Lawrence 
t R. J . Leake .• 

gt R. G. Lond •• 
t G. J . low •. 

gt G. W. Mar hall 
gt D. G , o .. -.ns . 
gt P. J . l. Peterken 

· t \\ • ~t. PolLin .. 
K. Po,·e)' .. 

gt A. F Renrue .• 
gt P J . Ridout .. 
gt . M . Rogers .• 
11 J. A. Rose 
gt J. A. Smith 
gt A. J. Taylor . 
gt A. S. Thompson 
gt K. L. Tillman .. 
gt M. S. Tivey .. 
gt T. J H . Varney 

WSgt A. Wakelin. . . • 
gt A . J. Walker-Moorccroft 
gt P. R. Watts . 
gt K. Wilkinson .. 

gt D. M. Abson 
ASgt D. J. Blyth .. 
A gt B. D. Ctosby 
ASgt P. Culley . . 
A gt G. o.v. ... r .. 
ASgt J. R. G. Doman .. 
ASgt S. N. Guildford 
ASgt M. J. E. Hodds .. 
ASgt G. W. A. John5ton .. 
ASgt S. l. McKinnon .. 
ASgt J. J. Whiny .. 

SEPTEMBER 1992 
Rank and Namt 
WOI (FofS) J. P. Dempsey 
WOI (FofS) T. Inman .. 
W02G. J. Baldry.. .. 
W02 (YofS) T. C. Crosby 
W02 (YofS) P. A. Forryan 
W02 (FofS) J. S. Hioms .. 
W02 (FofS) S. C. Johnson 
W02 (YofS) A. Patterson 
W02(YofS) K. E. Roach .. 
W02 (FofS) R. M. Thomas 
W02 (FofS) S. K. Whitwood . . 
AW02 l. H. T. Allen .. 
AW02 J . N. Ardcrn 
AW02 M. Cole . . 
A W02 R- Robinson . . 
SSgt (FofS) J. G. Allen .. 
SSgt (FofS) S. A. Bason . . 
SSgt I. Beverley . . 
SSg1 M. Brooks . . . . 
SSgt (FofS) M. Campbell . . 
$Sgt G. J. Carpanini 
SSgt S. Cbcslett . . . . 
SSgt (FofS) P . J. Cooper. . 
SSgt (FofS) R. Dale . . 
SSgt (FofS) M. G. Davies .. 
SSgt D. H. Gilbcn.. . . 
SSgt (FofS) C. P. Gill .. 
SSgt (FofS) R. D. Griffiths 
SSgt C. J. Hobbs . . . . 
SSgt (FofS) P. S. Hodson .. 
$Sgt P. S. Huzzey . . 
SSgt R. H. Ibbotson 
$Sgt C. L. Johnson 
SSgt J. l. Kennedy 
$Sgt D. C. Leggat. . 
SSgt R. E. Maddison . . . . 
$Sgt (FofS) A. Marston-Weston .. 
SSgt (FofS) N. K. McKie . . 
SSgt J. E. Miller . . . . 
SSgt S. P. M. Mitchell • . 
$Sgt (FofS) M. J . Murphy 
SSgt (FofS) S. A. Overton 
SSgt M. J. Parrish . . 
SSgt K. M. Perk.ins . . 
SSg1 (FofS) P. M. Redmond 

31 Sil Regt (V) 
HAC 
7 Sil Regt 
JO ig Rcgt 

Sil Rcgt 
RAF Mount Pleasant 

ig Regt 
IS Sig Regt 
4 Armd Di" HQ & Sig Rcgt 
243 ig Sqn 
SHAPE Sig Gp 
""he Royal School of Signals 
~ Sig Rcgt 
259 Sig Sqn 
I l Sig Rcgt Depot Tp 
662 'g Tp 
9 ig Rcgt 
The Royal School of Sign:lls 
30 Sig Regt 
14 Sig Regt 
249 Sig Sqn (AMF(L)) 
242 Sig Sqn 
238 Sig Sqn 
S ig Regt 
ACIO Darlington 
39 Inf Bde HQ & Sil Sqn 
249 Sig Sqn (AMF(l)) 
242 Sig Sqn 
ACIO Bradford 
l I Sig Regt Depot Tp 
21 Sig Regt 
Comms & Sy Gp (UK) 
The Royal School of Signals 
The Royal School of ignols 
33 Sig Regt (V) 
14 Sig Regt (EW) 
3 Armd Div HQ & Sig Regt 
EW Op Sp Unit 
242 Sig Sqn 
8 Inf Bde HQ & Sig Sqn 
238 Sig Sqn 
25 CTT (Edinburgh) 
8 Inf Bde HQ & Sig Sqn 
Army Apprentices College 
249 Sig Sqn (AMF(L)) 
Army Apprentices College 
3 Sqn 21 Sig Regt 

Unit to which postttl 
4 Armd Div HQ & Sig Regt 
2 Sig Regt 
3 Armd Div HQ & Sig Regt 
QG Sig Regt 
HQ UKLF 
633 Sig TP 
HQ AFCENT 
16 Sig Regt 
633 Sig Tp 
30 Sig Regt 
HQ British Forces Cyprus 
71 Sig Regt (V) 
14 Sig Regt 
9 Sig Regt 
39 Sig Reg1 (V) 
7 l Sig Rcgt (V) 
4 Armd Div HQ & Sig Regt 
608 Sig Tp 
RAPC CC 
33 Sig Regt (V) 
IS Sig Regt 
3 Armd Div HQ & Sig Regt 
3 Inf Bde HQ & Sig Sqn 
35 Sig Regt (V) 
3 Armd Div HQ & Sig Regt 
11 Sig Regt Depo1 Tp 
IS Sig Regt 
7 Sig Regt 
9 Sig Regt 
34 Sig Regt (V) 
3 Armd Div HQ & Sig Regt 
32 Sig Regt {V) 
UKSPU SHAPE 
30 Sig Regt 
8 Sig Regt 
The Royal School of Signals 
The Royal School of Signals 
16 Sig Regt 
11 Sig Regt Depot Tp 
BATUS Canada 
SS Sig Sqn (V) 
3 7 Sig Rcgt (V) 
ACDS (OR) Land Systems 
ACIO Manchester 
4 Armd Div HQ & Sig Regt 

THERE'S NO DRAM 
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S gt G. A . J. Renshaw . . 
S gt (YofS) K. Robinson . . 
SSgt (YofS) S. M Ro e . 
SSgt (FofS) I. Ruthrrford .. 
SS gt D. A. Sacrce . 
SSgt A. Scott . 
SSgt M. W. Scott .. 
SSgt (FofS) A. Scott .. 
SSgt (FofS) C. Sheppard . . 
SSgt (FofS) M. C. S1oeras 
SSgt (Fo f'S) . H . Smikle . . 
SSgt C . H . Smithson 
SSg1 W. R. Sweeting .. 
SSgt (FofS) C. M. Tyson .. 
SSgt M . V . Webb .. 
ASSgt R. A . Arundel 
ASSgt . J. Blackmore . . 
ASSgt J . S. Fisher .. 
ASSgt T . J . Gigg .. 
ASSgt J . J . McMahon . • 
ASSgt C. G . Milne 
ASSgt S. D. Newell 
A Sgt K. Stewart .. 
ASSgt K. Tubman .. 
ASSgt J . J. Wayman 
Sgt B. Adams .. 
Sgt R. M. Anderson 
Sgt A . J . Bain . . 
Sgt A. J. Boon .. 
Sgt J . Boreman .. 
Sgt T. M. Brown .. 
Sgt B. Burns . . 
Sgt P. A. Burton .. 
Sgt W. M. Chambers 
Sgt S. Clark . . 
Sgt W. J . Clarke .. 
Sgt C. Collins .. 
Sgl M. Cosgrove .. 
Sgt M. J. Cowie .. 
Sg1 P. L. Dedman .. 
Sgt P . L. Easter .. 
Sgt D. N. Fuller .. 
Sgt M. H . Geere .. 
Sgt M. S. Gibbons .. 
Sgt A. E. J . Gill .. 
Sgt A . J. Gilpin .. 
Sgt D. M. Glay . . 
Sgt H . Glean . . 
Sgt A. P. Glover .. 
Sgt A. J . Groves .. 
Sgt D. W. Haley .. 
Sgt A . Hartwell .. 
Sgt P. Jude.. . . 
Sgt G. C. N. Keane 
Sgt J. W. Latimer .. 
Sgt D . C. Lawton .. 
Sgt M. T. Licence .. 
Sgt W. J . Loch .. 
Sgt P. D. Lumb .. 
Sgt G. A. Martin .. 
Sgt C. J. McQuade 
Sgt J . Moody . . .. 
Sgt S. J. Newton-Roberts .. 
Sgt R. J . Norman . . 
Sgt M. A. OLiver .. 
Sgt L. O'Kane 
Sgt B. Penny . . 
Sgt D. G . Perch . . 
Sgt D. J. Pocock .. 
Sgt D. Pollard . . 
Sgt M. R. Pounsett 
Sgt G. H . Prcccc .. 
Sgt D. J. Purver .. 
Sgt I. E. Rogers . . 
Sgt P. J. Rogers . . 
Sgt T. T. Sanderson 
Sgt F. D. Sllingler .. 
Sgt M. J. Simcock .. 
Sgt M.A. Solomons 
Sgt G. E. Street . . 
Sgt A. J. Strudwick 
Sgt A. E. Tomlinson 
Sgt R. Travis .. 
Sgt N . J. Trengrove 
Sgt A. D. Williams 
AS gt P. Carr . . 
ASgt A. J. T. Chubb 
ASgt N. R. Fumival 
ASgt A. J. Harriott 
ASgt S. F. M. Lawes 
ASgt C. R. Morgan 
ASgt S. Murray .. 
ASgt,D. T . Sowerby 
ASgt L. A. Wildbore 

l Armd Div HQ &: Sia Regt 
16 Sig Regt 
3 Armd Div HQ & Sia Regt 
I Armd Div HQ Sig Regt 
7 Sig Regt 
4 Armd Div HQ & Sig Regt 
7 Sig Rcgt 
32 Sig Rcgt (V) 
7 Sig Rcgt 
16 Sig Reg! 
14 Sig Regt 
7 Sig Rcgt 
l I Sig Regt Depot Tp 
3 Armd Div HQ & Sig Regt 
3 Armd Div HQ & Sig Reg! 
IS Sig Regt 
9 Sig Regt 
28 Sig Regt 
Comms & Sy Gp (U K) 
3 l Sig Regt (V) 
24 (Air Mob) Bde HQ & Sig Sqn 
4 Armd Div HQ & Sia Reat 
3S Sig Regt (V) 
DADPTC 
14 Sig Regt 
28 Sig Regt 
4 Armd Div HQ & Sig Regt 
The Royal School of Signals 
633 Sig Tp 
l3 Sig Regt 
The Royal School of Signals 
9 Sig Regt 
229 Sig Sqn 
l Inf Bde HQ & Sig Regt 
JCUFI 
8 Sig Regt 
The Royal School of Signals 
229 Sig Sqn 
The Royal School of Signals 
UKNMR SHAPE 
3 Armd Div HQ & Sig Regt 
9 Sig Regt 
259 Sig Sqn 
The Royal School of Signals 
3 Armd Div HQ & Sig Regt 
2S9 Sig Sqn 
4 Armd Div HQ & Sig Regt 
633 Sig Tp 
The Royal School of Signals 
38 Sig Regt (V) 
3 Armd Div HQ & Sig Regt 
4 Armd Div HQ & Sig Regt 
2 Sig Regt 
216 Para Sig Sqn 
1 l Sig Rcgt Depot Tp 
2g Sig Regt 
Army Apprentices College 
IS Sig Regt 
IS Sig Regt 
4 Armd Div HQ & Sig Regt 
l Armd Div HQ & Sig Regt 
16 Sig Rcgt 
Comms & Sy Gp (UK) 
l3 Sig Regt 
The Royal School of Signals 
241 Sig Sqn 
36 Sig Regt (V) 
8 Sig Regt 
HQ AFCENT 
The Royal School of Signals 
4 Armd Div HQ & Sig Regt 
16 Sig Regt 
9 Sig Regt 
The Royal School of Signals 
4 Armd Div HQ & Sig Regt 
The Royal School of Signals 
8 Sig Regt 
40 Sig Regt (V) 
The Royal School of Signals 
4 Armd Div HQ & Sig Regt 
Army Apprentices College 
Army Apprentices College 
3 l Sig Regt (V) 
30 Sig Rcgt 
The Royal School of Signals 
2 Sig Bde 
I Para 
Army Apprentices College 
36 Sig Reg! (V) 
16 Sig Regt 
259 Sig Sqn 
Army Apprentices College 
210 Sig Sqn 
3 l Sig Regt (V) 

LIKE DRM1HIUll~ 
liqueur ~~ 
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DEATHS 

Adam. -Pte R. Adams-died 3 March 1992. 
Baldwin-LCpl K. Baldwin-served 1945-49- died 21 August 1992 
Barnwell- WO! C. Barnwell- died 4 April 1992. 
Beckley-Sgt J.C. Beckley-died 11 May 1992. 
Bell-SSgt J. Bell- died 28 April 1992. 
Bumphrey-WOl C. B. Bumphrey- died 29 April 1992. 
Bruce-Lt (Hon Maj) W. Bruce MBE- died 19 February 1992. 
Burbidge- Sgt D. R. Burbidge-served 1964-86-died 25 August 

1992. 
Childs-Brig C. Childs CBE-served 1919-1952-died 13 August 

1992. 
Collins- Maj B. W. A. Collins-died 31 March 1992. 
Cowe- Maj A. J. Cowe- died 20 July 1992. 
Daglish- SSgt H. G. S. Daglish-served 1940-58-died 7 July 1992. 
Dukes-Sig F. Dukes-served 1938-46- died 8 August 1992. 
Ewen- gt G. Ewen- died 12 April 1992. 
Farmery- Capt W. Farmery-served I 939-46-died I 3 September 

1992. 
Fisk- WOl R. A. Fisk- died II May 1992. 
Gorham- Sgt A. Gorham-died 15 April 1992. 
Grant- Maj F. Grant- served 1939-66- died 29 June 1992. 
Greenwood-SSgt R. E. Greenwood- died 9 April 1992. 
Handley-W02 D.R. Handley- died I May 1992. 
Holland-Maj W. J. Holland- served 1939-46- died 31March1992. 
Horlock-Sgt E. R. S. ilorlock- died 10 April 1992. 
Jeffery- App R. S. Jeffery- died 30 August 1992. 
Morton- Lt Col F. K. Morton-served 1919-48- died 30 August 

1992. 
Moss-Mrs P. Moss wife of Col G. J. C. Moss MBE- died 26 August 

1992. 
Parker-Col J. D. Parker MBE-served 1934-54- died 9 August 

1992. 
Rees-Col K. E. Rees MBE- served 1937-69- died 22 July 1992. 
Short-Sgt S. T. Short-died 13 May 1992. 
Stickley-H. Stickley-served 1946-49- died 13 August 1992. 
Stone-Cpl Stone-died 30 March 1992. 
Stretch-Maj G. G. Stretch-served 1920-56-died 26 July 1992. 
Stuart-Sgt Stuart-died 13 February 1992. 
Toms-Sig P. J. Toms-served 1939-47- died 5 August 1992. 
Vincent-Capt G. A. Vincent- died 7 September 1992. 
Wade-Sig M. I. Wade- served 1987-92-died 14 August 1992. 
Watkins-Sgt P. J. Watkins-died I April 1992. 

OBITUARIES 

Agar-Lt Col G. L. (Lawrie) Agar DSO, OBE, ED Royal New 
Zealand Corps of Signals died in Auckland on 4 June 1992, aged 
86 years. He enlisted in the Territorial Army in 1938 and saw 
service in North Africa. Older members of the Corps and former 
British Post Office engineers will remember this very distinguished 
officer. 

Gaines-Sig Douglas Gaines. It is with deep re&i:et that we report ~he 
death of Douglas Gaines on 23 July ~992 10 a i:nounta_10eenng 
accident on the Eiger. Douglas served with the Jumor Regiment ~t 
Outston from 1980-81 and in Cauerick from 1981-82 and then 10 
Soest for three years . This was followed by a posting to RHA at 
Aldershot and again at Catterick before moving to 21 Sig Regt in 
Wildenrath for his final 18 months service from 1986-88. 
Douglas's many friends in the Corps and in the army will be 
shocked to hear of his untimely death. We send our condolences 
to his family and if any of Douglas's comrades would lik~ to write 
to his parents, please address your letter care of The Editor, The 
Wire and it will be forwarded. 

Good-Brig E. D. Good CBE. Brig Derek Good who served in the 
Corps from 1926-1959 died on 15 July 1992, aged 86 years. He 
served on the North-West Frontier of India, in Franc~. Nor~h 
Africa, Italy, Palestine and Malaya. He wa.s menuoned m 
despatches in 1940 and 1945; appointed an OBE.m 1943 and CBE 
in 1945. Brig Good was an all-round athle~e. a .fme horser:ian and 
polo player and a campanologist. After his reurement Brig .Good 
continued to take an active interest in the Corps family as 
Chairman of Catterick Branch RSA from 1960 to 1987. He ~as a 
highly respected and much _loved officer. He leaves a widow 
Phyllida, a son and a daughter. 
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Hawksley-Si; Arthur Hawk Jev served m the Corp from 1943 to 
i948 l- e trained at 4 Wir :~~s Group and was one of the elf tyled 
'Egham Highlander ',so called because the CO always wore a J.. ilt! 
He then went to Barakpore with 14 Army Signals and later to 
Ceylon. A keen attender at the Ceylon Hora Hena reunion group 
he had researched the name> and addresses of some 300 odd 
colleagues which enabled Ceylon High Speed to arrange such 
successful and well attended get-togethers. He was verv well liked 
and extremely able and will be greatly missed by his many friends. 
He died in August 1992. 

Jones.-It is with great regret that we announce the death of Bill 
Jones on I August 1992 following a motorcycle accident in 
Derbyshi re. 

Bill Jones served initially in the RAOC and was mobili ed with 
the TA at the beginning of World War 2. In 1942 he was 
transferred to the newly formed REME in which he continued to 
serve as an Armament Artificer until the end of hostilities. He 
served in Europe following D-Day in addition to duties in UK. 
After demobilisation he worked with a Radio Repair Company 
unt il 1947 when he joined the Derbyshire TA Signal Regiment as 
their fu ll-time Foreman of Signals . 

In 1962 he was appointed as an Instructional Officer in. ~TR 
Catterick and became well known to large numbers of Techmc1ans 
who passed through his hands. Following the formation oi: ~he 
Trade Training School in 1970 he was promoted to Superv1s10g 
Instructional Officer and was appointed as Syllabus Officer for the 
School and continued in this capacity until retirement in 1981. He 
was responsible for coordinating the translation of Training 
Objectives into viable detailed learning objectives and syllabuses 
and had a very con~iderable influence on the content and structure 
of all TIS courses during the first I 0 years of its history. 

For many years, until his death, BiJI was a well known and active 
member of the Royal Signals Amateur Radio Society and ran 
courses from time to time for the Radio Amateur's Certificate. 

He will be greatly missed by his many friends, particularlY: those 
in Derby and district, and the Richmond area. Our sympathies are 
extended to his widow Zena and his family. 

Rumsey-Maj D. H. M. Rumsey who served in the Corps from 
1950-1979 who died on 18 August after a short illness. He saw 
service in Egypt in 1952, at Sandhurst from 1958-61 and as RSM 
14 Sig Regt from 1975-76. After co?lmissioning he serve~ at IO Sig 
Regt 40 Sig Regt (V) and at 28 Sig Regt. When he retired from 
the Corps he took a post as CEO Staffordshire and West Midlands 
Army Cadet Force where he remained for 13 years. Dougie had a 
marked sense of humour and had many friends in the Corps. He 
will be much missed. He leaves a widow Pam, three daughters, a 
son and two grand children to whom we send condolences. 

cott-WOl R. W. Scott joined the Corps in 1934 and served for 30 
years before retiring as WOI (RSM) in 1964. He then joined the 
Middlesex Yeomanry. His service took him to many parts of the 
world including Hong Kong, Cyprus, BAOR and Africa. He died 
suddenly on 4 August 1992 leaving a widow, two sons, a daughter 
and four grandchildren to whom we send our condolences. 

Stead-LCpl A. J. Stead. It is with deep regret that we have to report 
the tragic death of LCpl Amanda Stead on 16 June 1992 at the age 
of 26 years as a result of an accident during summer camp at 
Crickhowell South Wales. Amanda joined the WRAC in August 
1986 and se;ved with the Corps at 4 Sqn, 16 Sig Regt where she 
was promoted to LCpl in January 1990. She then j?ined us at 243 
Sig Sqn in September 1991 where she made many fnends. Amanda 
will be sadly missed by all members of the Squadron. Our deepest 
sympathies go out to her family and friends. 

MEMORIAL SERVICE FOR THE LATE BRIG E. D. GOOD CBE 
A memorial service for the late Brig Derek Good is to be hel~ in St 

Anne's Church, Catterick Village, Richmond, North Yorksh1~e on 
Saturday 17 October 1992 at 1500 hrs. A light afternoo.n tea w1l.l be 
available in the Royal Signals' Officers' Mess, Cattenck Gamson 
after the service. 

Anyone wishing to atiend is requested to notify the As istant 
Regimental Secretary on London District Military ext 8422 or 071-414 
8422. 

Remembrance Day is 
Sunday 8 November 

319 



NOTICES 

SITUATIONS VACANT 
MOD CIVILIAN VACANCIES 

Applications are invited from ex-military personnel and their 
families wishing to join the MOD civilian staff. Vacancies 
continually arise in Central London and Outer London for 
Patrolmen, Storekeepers, Communications and Electrical 
Technicians, Drivers, Clerical and other posts. 

Interested parties should contact: Steve Morgans or Peter 
Ashton on 081-854 2242 Ext: 3574. 

3 (BERLIN) SQN-13 SIG REGT 
(NOW DISBANDED) 

A small quantity of Squadron ties and plaques are still 
available from PRI Shop, 13 Sig Regt (R), BFPO 42. 

Plaque @ £8.50 incl p + p 
Tie @ £3.50 incl p + p 

All cheques payable to Central Bank 13 Sig Regt (R) 
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CORPS DATES 
1992 
26 Nov RSI London Lecture 

1993 
3 Apr 

11 May 
16 
19 Jun 
25 
26/27 
27 
28 
8 Oct 
25 Nov 

Royal Signals Association Branch Representatives' 
Meeting, TBC 
Corps Dinner, International Press Centre 
Royal Signals Association Reunion, Blandford 
Corps Luncheon, Blandford 
Freedom of Richmond, Richmond (North Yorkshire) 
Royal Signals Association Reunion, Catterick 
Corps Luncheon North, Catterick 
Princess Royal Day 
Corps Scottish Dinner, Glasgow 
Royal Signals Institution London Lecture, International 
Press Centre 

A CAROL SERVICE AT ST STEPHEN 
WITH ST JOHN, ROCHESTER ROW, 

WESTMINSTER 
An evening service of Lessons and Carols, is to take place in the 

Parish Church at St Stephen with St John, Westminster, on Tuesday 
15 December 1992 at 1800 hrs. 

It is hoped that members of the Corps and their families especially 
those servin~ in London TA Regiments, Association Branches, 
Chelsea Pensioners and Yeoman Warders, will attend this Service in 
the Corps affiliated London Church. Light refreshments will be 
available in the nearby Church Hall after the Service for all those who 
are able to stay. 

Those wishing to attend the Service are asked to inform Regimental 
Headquarters so that seats may be reserved and the refreshments 
ordere~ . Sin~e the overall capacity of the Church is only 350, 
allocauons will be made on a first come, first served, basis. 

THE CHOIR 
We shall be raising a choir to lead the singing at the Corps Carol 

Service, as we did last year. Sight-reading ability is highly desirable as 
there will be only one full rehearsal on the afternoon of the Carol 
Service. Music will shortly be available and choristers are asked to 
study it before the final rehearsal. Aspiring singers, including boys 
voices, should contact Lt Col John Chambers, LSOR8, Room 120, 
Northumberland House, Northumberland A venue, London WC2N 
5BP. Tel: MB 80463 or 071-218-0463. 

DISBANDMENT: 22 SIG REGT OFFICERS/ SERGEANTS/ 
CORPORALS MESS PRESENTATION PROPERTY 

The Regiment disbands in December 1992. If you have presented 
any of the messes with a gift during your tour and would now like it 
back could you please write giving a brief description of the item to 
the PMC of the respective messes. 

FOR SALE 
CORPS CHRISTMAS CARDS 

Royal Signals Christmas Cards are on sale at the Museum Shop, 
Blandford. 

There are two types of cards this year. 
The traditional high quality embossed crested card with Corps 

coloured ribbon on the side. Size 6" x 4" . Price 5 for £3.00. 
, Please make cheques payable to 'Royal Signals Corps Funds'. 

Royal Signals Dress and Equipment. Contact WOl J. P. Mold 
8 Sig Regt. 
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SITUATION VACANT 
NEW MUSEUM PROJECT MANAGER 

The post of Project Manager for the New Museum has become 
vacant, and we are urgently seeking to fill the position. 

The post is of a part time nature and would be suitable for a Retired 
Officer living in the area of Blandford. Salary is based on that of a 
R02- currently £44 per day, and travel expenses (other than residence 
to place of duty), cost of telephone calls made from home etc are 
admissable. 

Anyone interested in the post should apply to the Commander The 
Royal School of Signals, Blandford Camp, Dorset OT! l 8RH for 
further particulars. 

LE TIER 
From: Lt Col (Retd) N. A. V. Ribchester 

Dear Sir, 
1 would like to congratulate W02 (SSM) K. A. Jones and members 

of Sergeants' Messes throughout the Corps who donated their 
collection from the Cambridge/Oxford Charity Cycle Ride to Action 
Research (The Wire, August, page 238). 1 feel l have a personal 
interest in thanking them for their efforts as my son, Dr Richard 
Rlbchester, receives grants from Action Research and I believe those 
who were clearly so generous will like to know a little about what their 
money is being used for -:ind perhaps will be interested that it is well 
spent by a person with a Corps background . 

Richard, is now a senior lecturer at Edinburgh University; he 
manages a team of five researchers who are working on the physiology 
of nerve and muscle. A substantial part of their work is funded by 
grants from Action Research. As well as paying the salary of one of 
his researchers these grants enable his group to use 'state of the art' 
equipment and support collaborative research work at an 
international level. His group focus their work on neuro-muscular 
junctions; sites where functional connection is made between nerve 
and muscle and which allows signals to pass between them. The group 
is specially interested in how these connections develop in infants and 
how they are repaired when a nerve is injured in an adult. They are 
also trying to develop and improve techniques to restore muscle 
function in cases of paralysis or injury. 

Richard has asked me to thank you and tell you that this work could 
not progress as well as it is doing without the support of Action 
Research and is thus most grateful for the support given by members 
of Royal Signals to this cause. 

7 Hannah Gardens 
Waterlooville 
Hampshire P07 7TF 

Yours faithfully 
Nigel Ribchester 

ADVERTISING 
Notices and advertisements, other than those related to a 

business interest, will be published free of charge to serving 
members of the Corps, and to those retired members who 
subscribe to The Wire. All other advertisements should be 
forwarded to our advertising managers, Combined Service 
Publications Ltd PO Box 4, Farnborough, Hampshire GU14 
17LR (Telephone 0252 515891) who will advise charges. 
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BUY r CALEN A 
AND SUPPORT YOUR CORPS 

This calendar which has been printed to a high standard will 
illustrate many of the finest traditions and achievement of the Corp 
in operational, training, sporting and social situations. With one page 
per month it will feature many of the capabilities which have made our 
Corp famous, and which we would therefore proudly wish to share 
with our colleagues and friends. 

The Royal Signals 1993 Calendar, which will be available in 
October 1992 has a space daily for jotting appointments and is 
intended to grace any wall in the office, the crew room, or at home. 
It will make an excellent Christmas Gift or Christmas Draw Prize and 
at £3.50 (10.00DM) is a modest price to pay for a present which will 
be appreciated for 365 days of the year. This is, in Army terms, still 
a unique undertaking and an excellent way of expressing to your 
colleagues, family and friends your pride in Royal Signals. 

Who would have a wall without one-at Home and Away? 

CALENDAR ORDER FORM 
Regimental Headquarters Royal Signals 
56 Regency Street 
London SWlP 4AD 

Please send me ........ copies of the 1993 Royal Signals Calendar. 

I enclose a cheque (£3.50 or 10.00DM each) for .... .. ..... - ...... . 

Name .. .. . . ......... . .. . ....... ... ......... ........ ....... . 

Address ....... . .... . ...... . .... ... . ... · ···· ······ ......... . 

. ............. . .. ........ ········ .. ... .. ····· ····· ·· ·· .. .. . . 

.......... ····· ... ········ ............. ······· ............. . 

Cheques made payable to Royal Signals Corps Fund. 
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RHQ 
CO Lt Col . L. Le Gallais 
2IC Maj J.P. Hudson 

djt Capt M. G. Billingham, PRI/ Families Officer Capt P. T. 
Connors, R M WOt (R M) R. C. Cory, ORQMS W02 (ORQMS) R. 
W. Bousfield . 

Lt Col G. M. S. Shipley handed over command on 21 August to Lt 
ol C. L. Le Gallais . The Regiment would like to take this 

opportunity to thank the CO and his wife, Margaret, for all the hard 
work and dedication that they have put into this new Regiment and 
wish them all the best for the future. Hopefully RMCS won't be too 
much of a culture hock ! 

The Adjutant's po t changed hands a week later with the current 
incumbent, Capt F. P. Robert being promoted and taking over 233 
Sig Sqn. Capt M. G. Billingham (formerly 2IC 233 Sig Sqn), is the 
new Adjutant. 

GOC' CO MME DA TION 
A highlight of last month was the award of a GOC NI 

Commendation to Cpl J. A. Fielder of 225 Sig Sqn by the General 
Officer Commanding him elf, LI Geo Sir John Wilsey KCB, CBE. 

Presentation of GOC's Commendation to Cpl J . A. Fielder by Lt 
Gen Sir John Wilsey KCB, CBE 

ATHLETICS TEAM 
The Regimental Athletics Team has had an adventurous season 

travelling far afield to Colchester and Harrogate to test their sporting 
prowess against other units. Unfortunately the team seemed to take 
the orthern Irish weather with them, so with the driving rain low 
temperatures and strong winds not that many records were br~ken. 

Both .tl_ie ED!ST Champs and the Morrison Cup were closely fought 
cornpeuuons and w~ came away with 3rd and 4th place respectively. 
The team were dedicated to the end, putting in as much effort as 
possible. Outstanding performances were achieved by Cpl Adam Malin 
LC:P! Co~nion and Sig. Ja~ Follin. Cameraman LCpl 'Scouse: 
Skilling still needs to fimsh his course in home videos. 

It w~ certainly th~ team spirit that took us through these 
cornpettllons because with a 14 man Major Unit team everyone has to 
try new .events. Capt Wood and Cpl 'Rodders' Rodriguez are now 
accomplished pole vaulters vying for records and LCpl Bob Garlick 
found he had hidden strength actually being able to lift the hammer. 

It has been a season where taking part has been more important 
than winning, but now there is the track on our doorstep .. . 

CRICKET TEAM 
The Regi~ental cricket team are enjoying a season of runs and sun 

and are havmg some notable success in the Lisburn Station League. 
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15 Sig Regt 
BFPO 801 

Fine perf<?rrnances from the likes of W02 Steve Young and Cpl Gary 
Wilson with the bat, gt 'Funky' Gibbins with the ball and Cpl Rich 
Chri topher behind the stumps have all contributed to a winning start 
to the season. 

Our photograph captures the joy of bowler SSgt Knight well 
upported by a large lip cordon claiming a ' caught behind ' during a 

recent match . 

Bowler - SSgt Knight, Wicketkeeper - Cpl Christopher, 1st Slip 
W02 Young '. 2nd Slip - SSgt Wheater, 3rd Slip - W02 Langton 

(OIC Cricket), Gully - Sgt Neal , 2nd Gully - Cpl Wilson 

SUPPORT SQUADRON 
Sqn Comd Maj M. S. W. Olive MBE 
SSM W02 (SSM) A. J. Bottomley 
Sqn Clk LCpl S. P. Salt. 

Adventure Training in Newtownmore (Scotland) and inter· 
Squadron sports are just a few of the occurrences that have kept us 
occupied . As for the characters of the Squadron, there have been the 
in.evi~ble changes . ~Sgt.Tom Anderson has left to join civvy street. We 
will miss Tom for his wit and good humour . Also Sig 'Tommo ' Hales 
(Sqn Clk) who has left to join her husband in Aldershot. We wish 
them all the best fo r the future. 

COMMCEN TROOP 
The Troop send best wishes to a number of people who have left 

us recently . W02 (YofS) Jackson , posted to NASRS just in time to 
help them plan their disbandment parade, LCpl Polson to QG Sig 
Regt, LCpl Hood to Bulford and Cpl Harris to HQ Jutland (where)? 

We say hello to W02 (YofS) Montgomery from 14 Sig Regt and 
hope he can quickly recover from the shock of a move. Welcome also 
to LCpls Garlick, Jennings, Thompson, Eardley, Robertson Edwards 
and ~ig Cushway; we hope you all enjoy your time h~re in the 
Provmce. The Commcen would especially like to welcome Cpl Regan 
and congratulate her on completing a full day shift! 

LIFE IN GENERAL 
Sun:imer camp which took place in Newtownmore was a good break 

(not literally). for those who n:ia.naged to get away . Families Day 
proved to .be JUSt as much fun g1vmg Cpl Ribbons and Sig Barwick a 
ch~n~e to impress (or terrorise) the younger generation with their face 
pamtmg. 

<;ongratulations to Sgt Kelly and his wife Gillian, on the birth of 
t~e1r . daughte_r Cath~rine, Sgt Joannes on being a member of the 
wmnmg Garrison Swimming Team, LCpl Dunwell (nee Marshall) on 
her _re.cent m!l1'riage, Sig. McCall and W02 (YofS) Montgomery on 
rece1vmg their long awaited Gulf Medals and a special mention to 
LCpl Jennings for surviving as supervisor of the families day creche. 
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233 SIGNAL QUADRON 
Sqn C omd Maj F. P. Roberts 
SSM W02 (S M) M. I. Parsons 

Tht' Squadron welcomes its new Sqn Comd and says farewell and 
best wis.h~s to Maj Ser~ph and his family on posting to 8 Sig Regt and 
Capt Btlhngham on his move to RHQ (can anyone lend him some 
uniform?). We also congratulate Maj Roberts on his promotion and 
posting from RHQ! 

TM TROOP 
Things are carrying on as normal in TM Tp, the Tp Comd is playing 

gol f and the fast balls are arr iving on Friday afternoons! The Foreman 
W02 (FofS) Tony Amplett has finally been allocated a quarter and his 
wife and son have now joined him . We wish them well, though the 
Mess will mourn the loss of trade! 

Congratulations to Sgt Martin Flather and his wife Debbie on the 
arrival of their baby daughter Abigail. Congratulations also to Cpl 
Frank Nevens on his marriage to Donna, we wi h you both all the best 
and good luck in your new posting. 

INDIA TROOP 
Tp Comd Capt K. L. Osterburg 
Tp SSgt SSgt A. M. Millard BEM 
FofS SSgt (FofS) J. Whitmore, System Managers W02 A. Byrne, 
SSgt M. Brooks . 

WELCOMES AND FAREWELLS 
The Troop welcomes SSgt Andy Millard, Tracy and family from 

201 Sig Sqn, Cpl Pete Watts from 30 Sig Regt, Cpl Dave Williams 
from Soest, Sig Al Ward from 20 1 Sig Sqn and Sig Steve Wilson and 
Sharon from 28 Sig Regt. We hope you have an enjoyable and 
successful tour . We say farewell and congratulations to w ot Chris 
Pugh posted to the Royal School of Signals on commissioning. We 
would like to thank him for all that he has done for the Troop and 
wish him all the best fo r the fu ture. 

Other farewells are to , SSgt Gary Dodd off to ACIO York, Sgt Rob 
Hicks off to 34 Sig Regt (V), LCpl Kev Robertson off to Herford and 
Sig Dave Wood off to AFCENT. Also fa rewell and good luck to Cpl 
Mick Bremner and LCpl Billy Bingham who are off to new careers in 
civvy street. 

Congratulations to Sig Addi and Nicola Price on the birth of their 
daugther Anya on 22 June and to Cpl Dave Williams on his marriage 
to Kim . 

225 SIGNAL SQUADRON 
At the conclusion of a brief stay in Lisburn Sgt Shaw marked his 

departure with a presentation to a man he holds in great esteem . Well 
known, indeed notorious, for his predilection for unusual attire SSgt 
Stu York was presented with a framed miniature of an item of apparel 
well demonstrated by the assembled group in our photograph . In a 
' tanks for the memory' departure speech, Sgt Shaw alluded to the 
warmth and comfort, to say nothing to the anti-armour characteristics 
of the York Tank Top and enthusia tically recommended it to those 
following in his footsteps . SSgt York was overcome with emotion on 
the day and his acceptance reply was fortunately drowned out by a 
helicopter passing conveniently overhead. 

Our photograph records the serious nature of the presentation and 
illustrates the popularity of this new item of clothing. 

Sgt Shaw - Tanks for the Memory 
Front four: Sgt Shaw, Cpl McRae, SSgt York and Cpl Bond 

Rear, l to R: Capt Baston, Sgt Swift, Cpl Dickenson, Sgt Redman , 
SSgt Wheater, W02 Calland, SSgt Melville, W02 Langton, Sgts 
Pascoe, Collins, Thompson, Smith, Smith, Land, SSgts (now 
W02) Crawford and Sgt Holyoak. LCpl Stead stares in 

amusement through the window! 
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3 Inf Bde HQ and Sig qn 
BFPO 809 

Sqn Comd Maj Peter Grogan 
2IC Capt Alasdair Rodgers 
AO Maj Eric Kightley RE, RSM WOI (RSM) Stan Wise, YofS W02 
(YofS) Steve Brant, FofS W02 (FofS) Kev Truby, C Clk gt 
(ORSQMS) Hoppy Hopkins. 

SHQ 
The Sqn Comd introduced SHQ to the sport of softball and, 

hopefully by the end of the forthcoming competition, everybody will 
have mastered the new rules of the game. We have the water skiing 
boat back after its engine rebuild . The offending piston is sitting on 
the Chief's desk. 

We welcome back to the fold the Chief Clerk SSgt ' Hoppy' 
Hopkins after his spell on the mainland learning to play golf. The 
Orderly Room Corporal Bob Martin said he needed a break so off he 
went to Gibraltar on adventure training for a week. He had such a 
good time he had to take a week's leave to get over the experience. On 
the subject of making a break, LCpl ' Woody' Wooding has made a 
mad dash from the Orderly Room saying that he wanted a 'more 
rewarding job' , but ended up in the Docs office, carry on where LCpl 
Tom Hill left off. 

We welcome to the flock LCpl 'Geordie' Gleodinning from 21 Sig 
Regt and hope he has a good tour. But alas we say goodbye to LCpl 
'Tom' Hill, off to sunny Lisburn. 

Very best wishes to Allison our typist on her recent marriage. We 
wish them well . 

EXERCISE BARR FINN 
After a momentous weekend spent in RAF Lyneham, we finally 

embarked on our 'Herci Bird', destination Gibraltar, for what was to 
be an interesting and very demanding eight days of adventurous 
training. 

We arrived in blistering heat and were met by our instructor for the 
week, QMSI Tony Quinn, who promptly showed us to our 
accommodation at the delightful Lathbury Barracks, home of the 
Gibraltar Regiment. Of course, the rest of the day was spent in typical 
fashion : 'Panic Tanning!' The result was one or two people going a 
healthy shade of purple. 

A fine body of men 

After our one and only lie-in of the week (what do you mean?), it 
was time for a bit of cave truffling. It soon become apparent to our 
resident cave dwellers. Sgt 'Bing' Crosby and LCpl Jase 'Caveman' 
Werner, that not everybody present was born with mole's blo~d 
running through their veins! The first casualty of the day emerged JO 
the shape of LCpl Paul Grocott, who developed a bad case of 
stalactite rash. 
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The ne 'I day we struck out for the Rock. After an arduous journey 
through the ba k gate of our camp, we arrived at our first climb, a 
very beer 20ft high rock wall with nothing but a few window ledges 
to give u ome le\erage. ig Darren Mark was the first to tackle it 
followed b} the expedition's 'duty hunk' LCpl Ryan Halsall. 

TM E ION 
MARRIAGE, MOVEMENTS A D MAYHEM 

CpJ • obby' oble i congratulated on his marriage to Sandra; also 
Cpl Gaz Besant to LCpl Donna Hill, all the best to you both and LCpl 
Gazza Gascoigne nd hi bride, Liss. What a romantic section we are! 

We wish a fond farewell to Sgt Ian Glover, who has departed to 30 
ig Regt. AJ o goodbye to LCpl Linda Holtby who is off to 15 Sig 

Regt-good luck from all the lad . 

COMMCEN 
ow for the latest news from the Commcen. 

Hello to LCpl Tina Whalen who joins us from Aldershot. 
Congratulations to Sig McCann on pa sing his Bl cour e, two 

months in sunny Catterick, easy life. Also congratulations on his 
engagement to Claire. 

LCpl Julie Pullen has just returned to us from Cyprus where she 
toned up on her military skills . 

Now for a get well oon to Sig Jayson Malcolm who has just left 
hospital. 

After another day spent in the same vein it was time to take on the 
famous Steps. Having spent two years in 642 Sig Tp, Sgt ' Bing' Crosby, 
the expedition leader, was the natural choice to lead us . After a 
seemingly endless walk we finally got to the top and then it was on to 
St Michael ' s cave, and the Rock Apes. 

And so to the final morning spent practising our new found 
abseiling and roping techniques before going off to explore the Crystal 
caves. LCpl Paul Grocott was the first to descend into the steep sided 
cavern followed closely by LCpl Jase Werner, with Lt Darren Watts 
acting a our afety man. 

Many many hours later, eight exhausted individuals emerged 
without any problems from the cave and so ended a truly excellent 
week in Gibraltar. Our thanks to the adventure training team and to 
our own Sgt Barry Crosby for organising it all. 

8 Inf Bde HQ and Sig Sqn 
BFPO 807 

Sqn Comd Maj P. A. Pratley MBE 
2IC Capt A. I. M. Gordon 
Comms Offr Capt M. W. G. Adams, MT Tp Comd Lt P. M. Patrick 
RCT, FofS W02 (FofS) Richardson, YofS W02 (YofS) Hall, AO 
Maj J. L. Godfrey 15/19H, RSM WOl (RSM) P. Whitehouse, RQMS 
W02 (RQMS) Ara, Ch Clk SSgt (ORQMS) C-Ole, TM Tp Comd SSgt 
aarke, Comms Tp Comd SSgt Craig. 

EXERCISE ALMOST THERE-FORT WILLIAM: 
One of WOl (RSM) Peter Whitehouse's Utopian ventures has been 

to take an unusual assortment out of Province every month and show 
them Scotland from the heights. The final episode before he leaves us 
starred an unlikely mix of brigade clerks, commanders' drivers, 
commcen ops and that hardened breed, the line installations det. 
Having recruited them by dint of a masterly psyop campaign, the 
RSM assembled his charges from within whose number Sgt Joanne 
Worsdall and Cpl Nicky Williams provide a few jottings. 

The exercise began and all imagined a gentle walk along the 
mountains gazing at the luscious scenery. The scenery was great but 
a bimble it was not! After 14 miles, thoughts were of 'where's the 
end'. The resulting afternoon nap soon got us ready for the arduous 
evening session. 

The next day we groaned our way out of our tents for the next 
marathon leg. Not so far this time; only 7 miles although with our 
aching leg~ and feet it felt like another 14. Yet another afternoon nap 
was requtred brought on not by the exercise but Sig Sheridan 
Hardma~'s ientle sn<;>ring keeping everyone awake the night before. 

The third <lay consisted of rock climbing and abseiling. It also saw 
~e e~d of Cpl Ni~ky Williams's love of abseiling. Her 80ft cliff dangle 
dido. t l~ve a smile on her face. The rock climbing looked awkward, 
and JUdgmg by the appearance of those who braved the slate cliff face 
it was. ' 

To steady everybody's nerves after the hard work of the past few 
days, we a~ ~em out t? see the local sights. The evening finishing with 
a few med1cmal bevv1es to round off an enjoyable weeks few. days 
away. 

SHQ 
Little goes on without artracting the attention of the leader of our 

gallan~ band Maj Lew ·~arshal' Godfrey. In between running his own 
collection plan, he contmues to regale one and all with his war stories. 

In the run up to the docs inspection, potential det commander LCpl 
teve Upsall has escaped for four weeks holiday at the Catterick 

Pleasure Camp. Sad farewells done, the Chief Clerk SSgt Mick 'Have 
you heard, l'r;n going to C'.Yprus' Col~ has finally left us stiJJ measuring 
crowns for his forthcommg promotion. Welcome to the new Chief 
~. Gra~am Smith. and h!s family. The question hovering on variou~ 
hps 1s, wiJJ he continue his predecessor's iron grip? 
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Cpl Frith gets lifted back up the cliff. Sgts Worsdall, Baker, LCpl 
Gee and Sigs Cunningham and Wibberley watch bemused 

The high flyer of SHQ Tp, Sig 'Cloud Nine' Coupe, carries on 
taxing the ingenuity of his personal insurance adviser. Not content 
with jumping out of perfectly serviceable aircraft, he is now 
organising a 180ft plunge tied to a rubber band. Pass that man a 
straitjacket. 
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With Sgt Warren Ginn away on his Div 2 course, his spac.: in the 
office is being filled by the darling of the Squadron, Iris . The other 
female member of the team , 'Jimmy' Samuels has taken to sabotaging 
the photocopier, I wonder why? 

Congratulations to Capt Mark Adam (previously accorded that 
rare accolade of being a subaltern qualified for majority) on his 
promotion and to Capt Alistair Gordon for finally hobbling back to 
his favourite activity ... hockey. That's the last we'll see of him in 
Ops/Plans. 

COMMS TROOP 
As we near the end of the summer season the rainfall has dropped 

to less than IOOmm per day and it's about time to reflect on recent 
activities. New arrivals include Sgt 'Charlie' Brown who now has the 
delights of Syscon to look after and LCpl Ian Hughes, another 
member of the Yeoman's 'expatriates from 640' club. 

Congratulations go to LSgt Drew C-Olllns on coming off the board . 
The Troop will be somewhat of a shock when he returns after living 
with the Welsh Guards as RLD for the past few months. 

LCpl 'Taff' Power has led a positive postings stampede this month. 
The others include Cpl Dave Parkes and wife Silke, LCpls Mick 
Rutherford and Fred Gee. That's if Fred and Sig 'Wibbs ' Wibberley 
ever return from sunny Thailand where they are holidaying at the 
moment. Our gratitude also extends to Cpl 'Windy' Millar who has 
come and gone after a short roulement tour helping out the crypto 
boys. . 

Morale is at a high level in the Commcen as LCpl 'Noddy' Newton 
has just received much deserved promotion as well as passing her 
driving test. Comms Tp is also doing it's part in raising morale 
elsewhere by enlisting three new female faces. A warm welcome to 
LCpl Sandy Rayner, Sigs Julie Nixon and Cindi Copeland. AJso we'd 
like to give LCpls Helen Sainsbury and Sandy Rayner a big round of 
applause for all their hard work in preparing for RSDCC in October. 
Good luck for the course. Finally, goodbye to husband and wife team 
Sig Matt Johnson and Cpl Jo Johnson, off to Slipper City (or Lisburn 
as others know it). 

TM TROOP 
Never does a week go by without all the techs deploying for one 

reason or another. I suppose the fewer techs in the workshops, the 
tidier it stays as Sgt Stu Ryder noticed when he got back from leave. 

Cpl 'Uncle Fester' Frith got the Officers' Mess treatment the other 
day when he arrived at a location in Fermanagh in a helicopter 
equipped with heli-tele. After impressing the surrounding multitu~e of 
infanteers with his breadth of knowledge, our man wondered 1f he 
could have a bite to eat. He was immediately addressed as 'Sir' and 
respectfully ushered into the Officers' Mess. He finally had to admit 
that he was not a Lt, but only because he thought he might start 
getting paid like one (somewhat less than a Cpl Tech). All the best to 
him from the Troop in his posting to a place where he won't be able 
to impersonate subalterns in Infantry Messes. 

Congratulations go to LCpls 'Tina' Turner and 'Dangerous 
Brother' Bolton on successfully negotiating the ferry back from 
Catterick. All and sundry are encouraged to ask LCpl Bolton how he 
received his red rose while on RSDCC. 

SAIGHTON BLOCK 
Saighton Block was a l" in orary construction of steel and wood 

built 21 years ago, housing several generations of signallers along the 
way. Curiously it has survived the possible threat of proxy bombs, 
mortars and the resident Battalion's ability to regularly hit objects 
both animate and inanimate with their vehicles. 

There were however rumours earlier this year that it would be 
demolished. Having confirmed the rumours and being aware that thi 
could cost the tax payers thousands of pounds, two members of TM 
Tp decided to offer their services. 

Two hours later with the ablutions in the block by now 'en suite', 
the two perpetrators where in bed, bloodied and plaster-covered but 
satisfied that no-one would detect their crime until they announced 
their bid for the contract to demolish Saighton Block. 

Unfortunately the perpetrator's and the authorities' view of this 
form of competitive tendering differed significantly. The lads lost the 
contract and a pile of money. The place has now been reduced to 
rubble following a rather more formal contract and the two TM Tp 
member can only dream of what could have been. 

QM DEPT 
CSgt 'Titch' Varney becomes yet another member of the Hong 

Kong escape club. A small move but a big welcome to his replacement 
CSgt Dennis Sissons and his family who come over from 176 Pro Coy. 

No sooner has Sgt Richie Blackmore arrived than he's off again. 
Apparently dissatisfied with the number of sunshine hours available 
in Londonderry (about 12.5 seconds per week) he's off to Cyprus. We 
also say goodbye to Sgt Bob Hayhurst, wife and fa~ily. . . 

Cpl Mark Munro skilfully organised a Squadron shinty compeuuon 
this month, the following incidents helping to produce a successful 
and enjoyable event: firstly TM Tp didn't win; then Cpl Munro went 
on leave; thirdly everybody actually turned up and finally somebody 
managed to keep score without cheating: The highlight ~as LCpl 
'Griff' Griffiths heading the puck. He declined several lucrative offers 
for him to repeat the stunt. The winners announce themselves below, 
but what happened to those dead certs for a medal, SHQ! At the end 
of the day 'Arry, they came nowhere. 

MT TROOP 
As time goes by in the Emerald Isle so the miles clock up for the 

Troop, averaging 65,000 miles each month this year. 
Our operational job has remained the same although we have seen 

a change with the departure of the MTWO, W02 ~tan Duncan, ~ho 
leaves with our thanks for his hard work over 24 tunes 65,000 miles. 

Lt Paul Patrick RCT is bravely occupying the 'driving seat', his 
welcome consisting of preparing for the happy PRE team. Farewell 
also to LCpl Jock Townsend RPC. He's off to Lisburn1 presuI"?ably 
so he can re-visit the Falls Rd for the second half of his nose JOb. 

On the sporting front the ~nter Dept spof! competi~ion has started 
well with the Troop trouncmg all-comers m the shmty, well done 
team. 

ROYAL SIGNALS STABLE BELTS 
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plus post and packing 

T. FROST (Saddlers) 
SOUTH PARADE, BA WTRY 
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325 



39 Inf Bde HQ and Sig Sqn 
BFPO 801 

qn Comd Maj Neal Yeoell 
21C Capt Rob Healey 
AO Capt Peter Ao ooy Queens, Ops Tp Comd Capt Chris Paterson, 
R M WOl (R M) Dave Thomas, YofS W02 (YofS) Nick Nicholson, 
FofS WOl (FofS) Phil Cutforth, RQMS WOl (RQMS) Willie Gray, 
CC gt Charlie Foster. 

DEPARTURES AND ARRIVALS 
We bid farewell to Capt Peter Anthony who is leaving the Army 

after 30 years' service and W02 Bob Rack, both are taking 
redundancy. Farewells also go to Sgt Gaz Copley who is off to the 
ACIO Leicester, Cpl 'Scotty' Oveostooe who is off to 68 Sqn RCT, 
Cpls imon Fell and Steve Russell who are both off to 3 Armd Div 
HQ and Sig Regt, LCpl Mark Tweats who is off to the Pontrillas 
Training Area, LCpl Trev Austin who leaves for 3 Cdo Bde, and 
finally last but not least Dvr Lisa Harris who is off to 68 Sqn RCT. 
We wish them the best of luck for the future. 

We have the pleasure of welcoming W02 Willie Gray whose 
promotion has gained him a move up the corridor and into the 
RQMS's office. Welcome also to SSgt John Rose his replacement, Sgt 
Rob Hood, LCpls Bob Stewart, Bob Wilson and Dvr Holmes who 
have all started their tours in the Squadron. 

EXERCISE SUMMER VENTURE 
Ex Summer Venture was this year's Squadron adventure training 

exercise and was organised by SSgt Bob Banner. The exercise was split 
into two separate weeks, 31 May-7 June 1992 and 13-19 July 1992. 
The exercise week was split into two phases; Phase 1 was based in 
Yorkshire and involved caving, walking and climbing, Phase 2 was 
based in the Lake District and consisted of a day of windsurfing and 
a day of mountain-biking. Both weeks were identical in format and 
highly suc-0essful. On Summer Venture I Sig Stonestreet soon entered 
into the spirit of the exercise when he discovered that meal vouchers 
could buy refreshments far more potent than pie and chips. Thanks go 
to Capt John Bedford who filled in as the windsurfing instructor at 
the lase minute, although even with his excellent instruction he failed 
to get Capt Chris Paterson to stand on his board for more than 3 
seconds. 

Summer Venture II used the intelligence gained from the first week 
to spend an extremely arduous evening in a pub with 15 hand-pulled 
beers and 50 different types of whiskey ably led by Cpl Tony Foat. 

Sig Sean Walsh putting on a brave face 
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SKILL AT ARMS MEETING 
The Squadron shooting team was formed and with great reluctance 

the Team Captain Sgt Gaz Ashcroft RCT allowed two members of the 
Royal Signals to accompany him to Bulford, WOI (RSM) Dave 
Thomas and Cpl Tubbs Turbitt. 

The team arrived at Tidworth at 0500 hrs on the Sunday morning 
at which time they keenly toured all the ranges. The serious training 
then started on this welcome break from Northern Ireland, a pint of 
bitter and the odd kebab passing many a team member's lips. The 
shooting competition was a resounding success with the following 
results given the amount of training time: winners of the Pistol Tiles; 
runners up in the Falling Plate; best non R Signals individual-Sgt 
Gaz Ashcroft; third in the rifle competition and sixth overall team 
position in the Minor Units. 

MERCURY CUP ATHLETICS 
The Mercury Cup Athletics Competition was held at RUC New 

Forge on Wednesday 20 May on what turned out to be an ideal day 
for both the athletics and the sun bathers alike. 

The team consisted of volunteers who gave their names to the Team 
Captain, SSgt Charlie Foster, and then selected which event they 
would like to do. 

Cpl Shaun Curry collecting his 5,000m winners medal from Maj 
Hudson 21C, 15 Sig Regt 
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The first event saw SSgt Charlie Foster and Capt Chris Paterson 
come in second and third respectively in the 400m hurdles. This was 
followed by wins for Cpl Simon 'Carl Lewis' Fell in the tOOm and 
2oom. Second places in the 400m for Capt Chris Paterson Cpl Tony 
Martln, LCpls Andy Forster and Rob Read in the 800~ left the 
Squadron, surprisingly, in first place. A second and third' place by 
LCpls Andy Forster and Rob Read in the l,500m gave the impression 
that this s.cratc~ team, which had no training for the event, might 
actually wm! With Cpl ~haun Curry and SSgt Charlie Foster gaining 
first and second places 10 the 5,000m we were looking good and still 
in first place. 

On the field events we didn't fare so well. LCpls Ali Watkins and 
Gaz O'Hara gained 5 points in the high jump. In the long jump WOI 
(RSM) Dave Thomas came out of semi-retirement and together with 
LCpl All Watkins and Sig Bennett scored 7 points in the triple jump. 
The big lads of the Squadron, Sgt Ray Pickering, LCpls Geordi 
McKnight and Mac ' I'm in Love' MacKay scored a total of 18 points 
in the discus, javelins and shot. Unfortunately we had lost ground and 
only a miracle in the 4 x 400m would see the Squadron end up 
champions. Alas it was not to be and the team ran out in fourth place 
and third place in the overall competition. 

SWITCH TO 
A NEW START 

If you've spent time in the forces building up 

your technical skills you certainly won't want to 

lose them when you leave. And that is why you 

should join Airwork. As a successful international 

company specialising in the supply of technical 

and professional support services to the 

aerospace and defence industries worldwide, we 

have a constant need for more skilled personnel to 

join us in the following areas: 

Foreman of Signals, Radio and Systems 

Technicians to work on civilian contracts in the 
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Cpl Simon Fell collecting his 1 OOm winners medal. He also won 
the 200m 

Middle East, as part of a large, highly motivated 

expatriate team. 

• Tax free salaries and allowances • Free 

messing and air-conditioped a.ccommodation • 

Free medical care• Free life assurance • Good 

sporting and recreationol faciliti!s • Enjoyable 

social conditions • Regular 94lffl\OUS leave with 

paid UK ait,passages• lnterestintond 
" 

challenging work-., TM. chance of promQtion. 

Why not write (noSfamp required) quoting 

ref 006, with CV, to tbe Recruitment Manager, 

Airwork Limited, FREE POST, Christchurch, Dorset 

BH23 6BR or telephone (0202) 572271 ext 2214 for 

an application form. 

OAirwork 
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. . -- .... 
- News from Headquarters-~ 

Army Apprentices' College 
Harrogate 

JOTII G FROM THE !MER TERM 
FREEDOM OF HARROGATE PARADE 

Under omewhat mi ed weather conditions the College exercised 
the right to march through the treets of the Borough of Harrogate, 
\\ith 'Drums beating and bayonets fixed'. The Commandant, Col C. 
J . Walters led the parade, drawn from Bradley, Rawson and Scott 
Sqn , accompanied by the College Band, P ipes and Drums. The 
Reviewing Officer was Maj Gen C. N. Last CB OBE. 

L to R: Capt Davies, Col Walters, Maj Macculloch, Maj Gen Last, 
ATs Canale, Hughes, ATLCpls Crossley and Smith 033 

DONKEY DERBY DAY 
Enjoying similarly mixed weather the annual event to raise monies 

for local and national charities was held in Hildebrand Barracks . This 
year the organiser was Capt Debbie Wadsworth of Scott Sqn. 
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'Leading the Field' 
Rare sight of Sgt Cowan in second place 

TRIA1 GULAR GAMES 
The annual event between the Apprentices Colleges at Arborfield 

(REME), Chepstow (RE) and Harrogate (R Signals), this year held at 
Arborfield. The weekend saw some memorable sporting activity and 
an impressive Beating Retreat Ceremony performed by the Massed 
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Bands of all three Colleges. Harrogate were convincing winners of the 
tug-of-war, volleyball and cricket competitions, but the overall 
winners of the games were Princess Marina College, Arborfield . Con
gratulations, but just wait till next time! 

OFFICERS' MESS GUEST NIGHT 
Officers of the College with Col C. J. Walters presiding dined out 

the following members on posting, redundancy and end of service. 
The Guest of Honour was Brig C. T. Garton, Comd Trg Gp R 
Signals. Maj John Reid, Maj Steve Halligan AGC(ETS), Maj Brian 
Smith, Maj Richard Grieve RA, Maj Mae Lynott QAAANC, Capt 
Peter Aitken, Capt Brian Ashcroft AGC(ETS), Capt Roger Harris . 

MORRISON CUP (UK) 
In light of the few units participating this was a 'diluted' version of 

the Morrison Cup. However, fine sporting competition was achieved 
by the four Major and three Minor Units, who took part. The 
eventual winners were 8 Sig Regt (Major) and AA Coll Harrogate 
(Minor). 

CHAMPION SQUADRON DAY 
SM!, WOl Barry Statham APTC, organised an active programme 

of eight events for teams of 40 ATs and J Ls to undergo . Previously 
the Inter-Squadron drill and athletics had been held and the scores 
were to be added to this . All the active participants, some 350, 
competed in endurance, assault course, gym tests, swimming course, 
kit inspection, 30m range shoot, NBC and first aid, and command 
tasks, while those ' sickies' , who were not so active underwent the ki t 
inspection and written mil skills tests. At the end of the afternoon, in 
a very close-run finish, the overall winners were Scott Sqn. Thal 
evening the Commandant presented College Colours and Promotions 
to the A Ts and JLs and the Trophy for Champion Sqn. 

MEMORIAL SERVICE 
The College held a short memorial service in St Alban 's Church for 

the late JL Alan Stevenson, who tragically died during the half term 
holiday in June. His parents attended the service and the planting of 
a commemorative tree in front of the Church . 

OATH OF ALLEGIANCE 
In the evening a Graduation Service was held in St Alban's Church 

for the Senior Term of 90B A Ts and 91 B JLs, during which they swore 
their Oath of Allegiance in the presence of The Master of Signals, the 
Commandant and the Permanent Staff. 

GRADUATION DAY 
Fine, sunny weather (for a change) helped the grande finale of the 

term. Some 45 JLs and 66 ATs from the Senior Term, under the 
parade command of AT RSM C. Gunn, were reviewed by The Master 
of Signals, watched appreciatively by several hundred parents and 
friends. Supporting Troops from the three Squadrons and the College 
Band, Pipes and Drums were also on parade. Guests of Honour 
included The Mayor of Harrogate Councillor Barbara Hillier. In the 
cinema, after the parade, both The Master and the Commandant 
spoke eloquently to the gathering before The Master presented prizes 
to the Senior Term. 

PRIZE WINNERS 
The first group of prizes is concerned with the academic part of the 

<iourse in the College. 

EDUCATION PRIZES 
For the best academic achievement whilst at the College. Technician 

Wing Prize won by ATCpl P . J . Howl (S). 
Operator Wing Prize won by ATSgt D. F . K. Clayton (S) . 
Junior Leader Prize won by JL P . G. Thompson (B). 
The Business and Technician Education Council Prize for the 

Technician who has made most progress in his BTEC Studies won by 
ATLCpl D. A. Halliday (S). 
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DIRECTOR ARMY EDUCATIONAL TRAINING SERVICES 
(Army)-For outstanding academic progre s whilst at the 

College-won by ATSgt A. Thompson (S). 
The City and Guilds of London Institute Prize fo r the 

Telecommunications Operator who has made the most progress in his 
City and Guilds Studies- won by ATLCpl M. D. Tones (R). 

The following prizes are for Trade and Military Training. 

ROYAL SIGNALS CORPS COMMITIEE PRIZES 
For the best Apprentice in each Trade. Technician Prize won by 

ATLCpl B. A. Flynn (S). 
Telecommunications Operator (Telegraph) Prize won by ATLCpl 

P. T. Foyle (R}. 
Telecommunications Operator (Specialist) Prize won by AT S. A. 

Russell (R). 
Telecommunications Operator (Systems) Prize won by ATP. R. 

Roberts (S) . 
Telecommunications Operator (Linguist) Prize won by ATSgt D. F. 

K. Clyton (S) . 

RACAL PRIZE 
For the Technician with the bes t performance in Advanced 

Technology- won by AT L. M. Norman (S). 

OLD CROWS ASSOCIATION PRIZES 
For the best all round Telecommunications Operator (Special) and 

(Linguist) . Best all round Telecommunications Operator (Special) 
won by AT A. J. Liddle (R). 

Telecommunications Operator (Linguist) won by AT J. I. Lewis 
(S) . 

HQ TRG GP R SIGNALS PRIZES 
For the best all round perfo rmance in External Leadership . 

Apprentice Tradesman won by ATLCpl P . T . Foyle (R). 
Junior Leader won by JLCpl W. W. Lok (B). 

SIGNAL OFFICER lN CHIEF'S PRIZE 
For the most outstanding tradesman-won by ATCpl P. J. Howl 

(S). 

COMMANDANT'S PRIZES 
Band Trophy-For the best contribution to the College Band- won 

by ATP/ Maj G. A. MacDonald (S). 

SPORTS PRIZES 
For the best all round performance in sports and physical 

activities-Apprentice Tradesman P rize won by ATCpl L.A. Matlock 
(R) . 

Junior Leader Prize won by JLSgt P. D. Claridge (B). 

CONDUCT PRIZES 
For conduct, discipline and example . Apprentice Tradesman Prize 

won by ATSSM M. R. Thwaites (S). 
Junior Leader Prize won by JLSSM N. A. Jenkins (B). 

DIRECTOR OF ARMY TRAINING'S A WARD 
For the best individual military performances. Apprentice 

Tradesman Prize won by ATCpl C. E . Georg (R). 
Junior Leader Prize won by JLSSM N. A. Jenkins (B). 

MASTER OF SIGNALS PRIZES 
For the best all round Apprentice and Junior Leader. Best all round 

Junior Leader Prize won by JLSSM N. A. Jenkins (B). 
Apprentice Tradesman Prize won by AT RSM C. Gunn (S). 

THE BOROUGH OF HARROGATE PRIZE 
For Service to the Community- won by Mr A. K . Thomas. 

BRADLEY (THE JUNIOR LEADER) SQUADRON . 
Let's start with the hellos and goodbyes, or perhaps JUSt the 

goodbyes as everyone is leaving. 
Maj J ackson, the Sqn Comd, is, as they say, 'hard to track down'. 

Anyway, welcome, or is it goodbye, oh you're back from the 
Olympics, hello . . . 
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Farewell to Capt WUllamson off to Cyprus, don't forget the 
postcards. 

Goodbye to SSgt Gaz Stoker, posted to Minden to take up the po t 
of SQMS. Remember Scallies mate! 

Capt Kevin Bowers and Lt Julian Leader are leaving the Army. We 
wish them and their families all the best for the fu ture. Good luck at 
University Kevln, try and fit in some studying. 

Finally, Sgts Treadwell, Newton and Watts, just moving to Scott 
Sqn to bring them up to the Champion Sqn level! 

WHITESPEAR AND RAPIER TROOP-INT AKE 918 
By the time you read this both Troops will have graduated from the 

College after three terms of training. 
On top of military training, education and basic signalling skills, 

members of both Troops have tried their hand at climbing, abseiling, 
canoeing, caving, mountain expeditions, and some even had the 
opportunity to try their hand at diving and surf canoeing in Wales 
during Ex Vanguard. 

On reflection the boys, or young men as most of them could so 
rightly be called now, have enjoyed an exciting year at the College. 

QUADRANT TROOP 
Quadrant Tp under the management of Capt Bowers and gt Greg 

Terry, can usually be relied upon to fill in the gaps. Currently 
finishing their second term at the College the Troop have a reputation 
for quietly getting on with things without fuss. It must have something 
to do with Sgt Greg Terry and his style of leadership . 

LIGHTNING TROOP 
Under the guidance of Lt Bret Appleby and Sgt Stan Matthews, 

Lightning Tp supported the Royal Tournament in the form of the 
Arena Party for three weeks during July. 

RAWSON SQUADRON 
First, we say farewell to the Sqn Comd, Maj Brian Smith. Maj 

Smith is leaving the Army and all members of the Squadron wish him 
and his family all the best for the future. We also say welcome to Capt 
Stewart McConnell who will be taking over the helm as Sqn Comd. 
Cpl Julie Phillips has also joined the Squadron. . . . 

The Inter Squadron swimming was a close fought competition with 
outstanding efforts from ATLCpl Hirst and AT Mills, unfortunately , 
the Squadron could only manage an overall second place. 

Unfortunately glory was not ours in the Inter Squadron athletics 
although several events were won by Rawson. A TSgt Lawson 
(Rawson) was the dark horse of the Squadron, winning th~ Steep.le 
Chase. A tactical change in the high jump secured an easy victory m 
most events. 

Farewell OC Rawson 
Maj Brian Smith receives his farewell gift from AT SSM Patrick 
and ATSSgt Wilkins, while W02 (SSMl lley looks on, and Sgt 

Waugh keeps the spectators entertained 
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. 0 ~ Q AD RON-THE CHAMPION SQUADRON 
TH LET I 

nother bonus for Scott qn's challenge for Summer Term's 
Champion Squadron wa their overwhelming victory in the Inter 

quadron athletics competition. 
On a fine day the Squadron turned out excellent performances in 

all events. Two particular ATs, ATCpl Sands and AT McClelland 
came away at the end of the day with five medals. 

In the female competition there were again fine performances from 
the 'moo es' of Scott Sq who beat the Rawson girls convincingly. 

The day wa enjoyed hy both competitors and spectators especially 
when they saw ATCpl ands thrown in the water jump . Thats what 
you get for being the Captain of a winning team! 

DRILL COMPETITION 
After losing the hard fought battle for Champion Squadron in the 

previous term, hours of hard work on the Drill Square with Sgts 
Tunstall and Merrill paid off and Scott Sqn were the overall winners 
of the drill competition. The Junior Drill Squad did exceptionally well 
and were awarded the best junior drill team on the Square. The Senior 
Squad coached by Sgt Tunstall came a well deserved econd in the 
enior competition. 

OPERATOR WING 
Sqn Comd Maj C. H. Birchall 

W02 Keech 
YofS W02 (YofS) Smith, YofS SSgt (YofS) Firth, HIO Mr C. Lister, 
HIO Mr D. Newell. 

Alas our departures this term are from the non-golfing fraternity
we said farewell to WOl Palfreyman on posting, Mr' Jumper' Ledger, 
a stalwart of the Wing for many years (both Mil and Civ) who has 
departed to RAF Locking. Sgt McCafferty has at last been prised 
away from the Wing to Lhe Falkland Islands-his initial impression 
being: 'The flight from Brize Norton was very very long'. He was met 
at Stanley Airport extremely enthusiastically by the guy he was 
replacing. After a brief handover, he became the immediate resident 
expert on communications, with millions of pounds worth of kit on 
flick spread far and wide. Very flattering. 

Despite the uncertainties, we still have the opportunity to welcome 
new faces: W02 Keech takes over in A Block, WSgt Denton joins the 
AMS team and Mrs Bradford relieves Mrs Graham as Wing Clerk, 
who moves to the higher echelons of CHQ. 

The senior Apprentice Operators have been busy engendering 
relationships with the 'boys in navy blue', being actively involved in 
joint communication exercises. Their skill in operating and ability to 
maintain 24 hour HF Cornms have been much admired, 
complimenting their abilities and training. To date they have worked 
with HMS Norfolk, Fearless, Scylla, Alacrity, Guernsey, Cornwall 
and RFA Olna. Maximum range was achieved to Fearless off the 
Norwegian Coast. Special thanks in part must go to W02 (YofS) 
Smith, for his organisational skills, and his abilities to decypher the 
matelots colloquialisms. 

CYCLATHON 
Report by ATW Natalie Kemp 

On Sunday 28 June at 0930 hrs 15 A Ts and ATWs and 2 members 
of the PS, SSgt Phil Ashworth and Sgt Tony Watters were ready to 
raise £450 in a 1,000 mile cycle ride around camp in aid of St Martin's 
Hospice. -

Bikes and riders were poised at the startline awaiting the off. Such 
was the Grand Prix like atmosphere a race developed for pole 
position, ATW Michelle Clark tried to move into a space that simply 
just wasn't there and ended up whizzing off her bike and ending up 
in a heap on the floor and being carried off to hospital. The event was 
not in fact a race and soon everybody eased up on the pedals. I soon 
found out, however, that out of the original 20 riders now only 16 , 
were left to complete the 1,000 miles, so my own personal target of 
50 miles had in fact grown somewhat. 

We kept going and although initially the miles were clocking up fast 
they soon slowed down. We passed ! 100 hrs and thoughts of lunch 
.ook over from the aching in my legs. At 1145 hrs, on my 17th mile 
I noticed sandwiches and drinks; before I knew what was what 
I was sitting on the grass verge happily chomping a ham and tomato 
sandwich, watching the other riders pull in, all except Sgt Tony 
Watters, who kept riding on. While everybody has completed between 
15 and 25 miles Sgt Watters was approaching his 40 mile point. 

Though the muscles in our legs were beginning to seize up and my 
saddle felt like a razor blade and I was also beginning to feel giddy, 
50 or so times around a I mile circuit is not the most interesting of 
routes. 

330 

By 1500 hrs the mile total was in the 900s, the end was near! The 
last two laps were completed by everyone bringing the total miles to 
1,033 and at last we were finished, in both senses of the word . 

Cyclathon - 'Ready for the Off' 
L to R: ATs Bolger, Jones, Carter, Clarke, Fitzpatrick, Buck, 
Kemp, Patrick, Osborne, Mulley, Forster, Wilkins, Georg and Sgt 

Watters, 

THE BIG JUMP 
ATs Tucker and Holden's ambition to join 5 AB Brigade knew no 

bounds, and in a desire to experience the better part of all their future 
training they persuaded Mr McHale to contact the Blue Helmets. 

The civilian trainer of the Blue Helmets (Mr Dave Johnson ex 
APTC) agreed to organise a tandem parachute jump for us. This is the 
easiest and fastest way to experience freefall. The tandem parachute 
is deployed at 5-6,000ft after a 6,000ft freefall! 

ATs Chapman, Hayes and Jefferies were selected and the team set 
off for Catterick. Having cleared the sheep from the runway Holden 
and Tucker took off strapped to their respective instructors. The jump 
master reported the cloud level was too low and the jump was off
but a second attempt was made at Bridlington. AT Finney had joined 
the crew (rumours of the Squadron bribing the pilot to drop him over 
the sea are unfounded!). 

Conditions were perfect, with blue skies and a magnificent view 
over Flamborough Head. The aeroplane climbed ... and climbed 
until suddenly the engine went dead. Time to fall out! 6,000ft later the 
reassuring 'crack' as the canopy opened signalled the 6,000ft float 
down to the DZ. All survived the experience intact and most without 
a change of underwear! 

Dave Johnston's Parachute School offers a wide variety of courses 
at discounted rates for service personnel. For more information 
contact Mr McHale in Ed Wing. 

'1 O,OOOft over Catterick' 
AT Tucker attached to the front of Instructor Nick Johnston 
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Royal Military Academy 
Sandhurst 

WING PERSONALITIES 
Chief Instructor Capt S. E. Bostock QLR 
RSM! WOl (YofS) S. Roden 
YofS (Standard Military Course) W02 (YofS) G. L. Benson, YofS 
(Standard Graduate Course) W02 (YofS) M.A. Fielding, SQMS SSgt 
Hunter, Tech Wksps SSgt Booth, MT Sect SSgt Heywood. 

Most members of the Corps will, I am sure, be aware of the gradual 
demise of Royal Signals representation here-over the past seven 
years or so the Wing has become, in every sense of the word, a multi
cap-badge organisation (see accompanying photograph). 

This restructuring was finally completed with the first non-Royal 
Signals Officer being appointed Chief Instructor in 1991. That said, 
we do still have a number of Corps personnel filling a variety of 
appointments within the Wing and four Royal Signals Officers 
employed elsewhere within the Academy. 

The Wing has an approximate strength of 45 made up of the 
management team, SNCO Instructors and the MT Section, the latter 
employing a fair mix of radio operators . 

While the cap badges have changed the role of the Wing has to a 
large extent remained the same ie to provide infantry level 
communications training for Officer Cadets and support Academy 
exercises with the necessary training and Directing Staff 
communications. 

RECENT EVENTS 
OUR FIRST WOMEN 

As well as being an 'All Arms' environment the Wing has recently 
acquired female radio operators straight from Catterick. All three 
have settled into their new surroundings well and appear to be 
enjoying their roles as Company Commander's signallers. Their 
integration completed, all that remains to be done is to get a breast 
pocket sewn on to their No 2 dress , then they can wear the lanyard 
as well. 

EXERCISE KICKSTART 
Ex Kickstart is held in Wales as part of the Academy Cadre 

Selection course. SNCOs from a whole host of army units but, 
predominantly infantry, attend an Academy run course to assess their 
suitability to serve as Platoon Instructors. Needless to say the 
standards are high and the testing exercises challenging. Ex Kickstart 
is no exception and involves a long (60 + km) Na vex over the hills with 
a variety of Command Tasks interspersed en route. 

The Wing was invited to take part and entered two teams of four 
men, one from the SNCOs and one from the JNCOs. Despite not 
being allowed to win 'officially' the Wing managed to gain very h!gh 
marks with the SNCOs team winning and the JNCOs commg 
fourth-the JNCOs would have made an even higher placing had they 
remembered their PuriTabs. 

Overall an excellent result and one the participants, as well as the 
Wing, can be proud of. 

EXERCISE THRESHOLD (STUDENTS FINAL EXERCISE) 
The one everyone looks forward to (with the exception of Sig 

Davies). This is the one exercise that appeals to all. Get out the 
passports, we're going abroad. 

W02 (YofS) G. L. Benson worried and fussed over the Manual <;>f 
Service Writing as he drafted his three volume. CEI ~nd Admm 
Instruction, the vehicles were prepared, the radio equipmer:it was 
borrowed from outside units and the all important Duty Free hst was 
produced. Thunderbirds were just about to go ... when somebody 
moved the goal posts. . . 

The exercise would still go ahead but m two lo.cations (and 
countries). As New College YofS, W02 Denso~ was obhged to throw 
his Duty Free list and ex instructions on to the fire and check out Ferry 
timings to some obscure island off the coast of Scotland. Excon was 
to be located in a public phone box on a .single t_rac~ road, t~e 
answering machine would be a 'Mr J. McTav1sh or his wife Morag . 
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Reluctantly the YofS put away his swimming trunks, his suntan lotion 
and his Michelin guide to the best wine regions of France and headed 
north ... 

Out of the blue, in steps W02 (YofS) Fielding. Did someone 
mention France, I'm Victory College it's my responsibility. What 
strike? What lorries? Don't worry I'll sort it out. Pass me that Manual 
of Service Writing and I'll produce a new CBI and Admin Instruction. 
YofS Fielding headed south ... armed only with a winning smile, 
suntan lotion and a very long Duty Free list. 

As we go to press both exercises are going well, one YofS is colder 
than the other and of course on-if not in-higher spirits. Who said 
training jobs were routine? He never worked here that's for sure! 

WING CRICKET AND BARBECUE 
It is with some sadness that I have to report that for the second year 

running the Junior ranks (led by the Cl, out for a du~k s~ond ball) 
beat the Seniors. The scores were closer than last year with JUSt 20 runs 
separating the two sides at the close of play-if only CSgt Wright 
hadn't bowled all those wides! Next time we'll make sure we have a 
senior scoring. 

The barbecue was a great success and a fitting end to another 
glorious day in this bastion of British gentility. We may have to 
rethink the bouncing castle for next year though . . . 

SPORT 
As ever the YofS Fun Run continues to dominate the sporting scene 

with the CI, YofS Benson and our two tame Marines fighting it out 
at the front while the rest of us bring up (literally) at the rear. 

A good year for LCpl Runchman who, although narrowly missing 
Wimbledon represented the Corps throughout the season at soccer. 

Cpl Campbell won the 'Managers Player of the Season' Award 
while representing the Academy Permanent Staff team. We are all 
very pleased for him but feel obliged to mention that the manager 
W02 A. Cooper RAOC is himself e.x-Royal Signals. 

ARRIVALS AND FAREWELLS 
The Wing extends a warm welcome to the following Corps 

personnel and their families: SSgt Palmer, Cpls McGuiness, Perrie 
and LCp! Allen. 

A sad but fond farewell to SSgt Martin, Sgt Love and Cpl Beresford 
all off to pastures new within the Corps and to LCpl Parkinson ~~o 
is off to seek his fortune in civilian life. We wish you and your farmltes 
the best of luck. 
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The Royal School of Signals 
Blandford Camp 

l TR CTIONAL WING 
Troop Commander Course and the No 13 Overseas Signal Officers 

Communication Cour e have assembled and the o 5 Warrant 
Officers Course took place during the period 12-24 July. 

No 24 Royal Signals Troop Commanders Course 
22 June-29 October 1992 

Back Row (l to R): 2Lt P. G. M. Atkinson (Paul), 2Lt A. R. Basker 
(Basher), 2Lt R. Chamberlain (Rob), 2Lt A. R. J. Chambers (Jake), 
2Lt A. M . Churchill (Chirpy), 2Lt B. J . Elliott (Brian), 
2Lt J. W. Evans (John), 2Lt A. M. Fallows (Andy) and 2Lt B. M. 

Forster (Bridge) 
Front Row (l to R): 2Lt L. Y. Giles (Lisa), 2Lt S. R. Goodwin 
(Stephen}, 2Lt J. A. G. Langley (Jim}, 2Lt A. G. Lucas (Andy), 
2Lt G. E. O'Meara (Gaby), 2Lt C. E. Rankin (Carole), 2Lt R. A. 
Scott (Bobby}, 2Lt P. R. Smith (Paul) and 2Lt R. J. Whiting 
(Rupert}. 
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No 5 Royal Signals Warrant Officers Course 
12-24 July 1992 

Back Row (l to R): W02s Appleyard, Atkinson, Bottomley, SSgt 
Cole, W02 (YofS) Dignam, W02 Edwards, SSgt Evans, SSgts 

. Hartley, SSgt (FofS) Hiorns and W02 Horton 
Middle Row (l to R): SSgt (FotS) Johnston, W02 Johnston, W02 
l'Y'.of~I Jonas, W02 Keates, W02 (YofS) Nixon, W02 (FofSI 
0 Bnen, W02s O'Connor, Ogden, W02 (YofS) Perry and W02 

Pocock 
Front Row (l to R): W02 Richards, SSgt Richardson W02s Rote 
Rook, Sear, SSgt !FofSI Smith, SSgt Turnbull, W02s Waclawek 

and Wilson 
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No 13 Overseas Signal Officers Communications Course 
13 July-18 December 1 99 2 

l to R: Lt Abdul-Hadi Al-Kaeldi (Kuwait), Capt Juan Emilio Eyquem 
(Chile) and Lt John Herrings Mpamela (Malawi) 

SCHOOL REGIMENT 
Steele Block has seen a number of changes over the last month with 

the ~riyal . of the new Adjutant Capt Graham Manning on 
comIDJss1omng from l (BR) Corps and the new Chief Clerk W02 
John Richards on promotion from 5 AB Bde Sig Sqn (216 Para). We 
take this opportunity of wishing the outgoing Adjt Capt (now Maj) 
Steve Rogers and outgoing Chief Clerk W02 Sandy Campbell all the 
best for the future. We also say farewell to LCpl Ronnie Reeves on 
discharge and hello to Sig Daren Wright straight from the Panda 
factory. 

Stop Pr~s: C~ngratulations to th~ C~ Lt Col Dick Drew on finally 
secunng a JOb with the Health Service m Norwich. At least he didn't 
come second this time! 

I SQUADRON (TRAINING SUPPORT) 
RADIO EXERCISE GROUP 
Tp Comd WOI (YofS) R. Pemberton 
Tp SSgt SSgt Marshall 
Tp Sgt Sgt Robinson 

ARRIVALS 
The Troop welcomes, Cpl Charlie Roost and his wife Cheryl, Cpl 

Marti~ Coles the new troop technician from HQ Sqn, Sigs Nicola 
Dowdmg and Debbie Lowther. A warm welcome to our new Tp 
Comd, WOI (YofS) Bob Pemberton and his family . 

DEPARTURES 
The Troop con&:atul~tes and bade farewell to WOI (YofS) Tony 

Reynolds, who begms his new career as rrg Wing Comd with 30 Sig 
Regt. LCpl Dave Pook who leaves us on promotion to Cpl to the 
land of duty free's. Cpl Tony Daniels cross posted to HQ Sqn and last 
but not least Sig Ray Fallowfield to 'Civvy Street' . 

CONGRATULATIONS 
The Troop congratulates Cpls lain Clements and Derek Alderman 

on being awarded their Long Service and Good Conduct Medals. The 
CO Lt Col R. E. S. Drew presented the medals. Congratulations go 
to Sgt Keith Robinson on his marriage to Fiona in July. The following 
are also congratulated, LCpl Shaun Hendly and his wife Sian on the 
birth of their son Rhys leuan, LCpl Des Lynam and his wife Tanya 
on the birth of their son Callum, LCpl Kev Bird and his wife Sharon 
on the birth of their daughter Jessica, LCpl Dave Thomas and his wife 
Karen on the birth of their daughter Amie. The baby boom has 
certainly hit I Sqn . 
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FAREWELL DINNER 
On Friday 5 June the Troop held a Regimental Dinner to ay 

farewell to Sig Ray Fallowfield on completion of 22 years' service. 
The evening began with pre-drinks in the Cpls' Club. The guest of 
honour. kept everyone in suspense by being late, as usual, but made 
up for 1t by mak!ng a spect~cu!ar entrance in fancy dress. A superb 
meal was served m the Soldiers Restaurant (the pepper steak was an 
event in itself) followed by a speech by the Tp Comd and the man 
himself 'You ng' Ray . The evening which ran on into the early hours 
was a great success and our thanks go to all those who were involved 
in the organisation. It only remains to say goodbye and good luck to 
one of the Corps' characters. 

2 SQUADRON (TRIALS) 
The Squadron ran a military training week in July. As well as the 

usual mandatory subjects it included a visit to an Simm mortar line 
(where a trial was in progress), bicycle orienteering and video training. 
An imaginative CAB lane was organised by SSgts Tony Gaston and 
Terry Gigg. Once all the results had been added up and doctored LCpl 
Karl Tweddl_e was congratulated on his top score, followed closely by 
Sgt Paul Fl~mt and LCpl Al Hen.derson . T~e adventure training camp 
took place m July when all available bodies were squeezed into self 
catering accommodation at Whernside Manor. The week began with 
a walk over a slippery striding edge to the summit of Helvellyn . WOl 
(FofS) 'Sea Dog' Fielding insisted on capsizing his dinghy and soaking 
all his crews whilst remaining bone dry himself. Cpl 'three wickets and 
a maiden over' Lightowlers mastermined the Dent Village v 'Army' 
Ramsbottom bitter challenge cricket match. Sadly, the select 
Squadron eleven lost by a narrow margin despite a massive stand of 
43 runs by LCpls Ian Fawcett and Karl Tweddle. For days the Dale 
resounded to the cry 'Did you see that ball?' After a tiring week of 
being rained on, drowning and falling off rock faces (a speciality of 
LCpl C. B. Pollitt) and tired crew returned to Blandford and a big 
barbecue organised with loving care by Sgt Andy Jenno. 

LCpl C. B. Pollitt tests the Clansman Fast Battery Charger 

TRIALS TROOP 
Farewells have been said to Sgt Chris Rose who has moved to a tent 

in South Wales and Cpl John Dallison who has been lured into 
DADPTC. Sig Jason Metcalfe just managed to squee:oe in a week of 
work after his Class I course prior to disappearing to Cyprus. Cpl 
Sean Jackson and LCpl Bob Armstrong have arrived from Germany 
and Sig 'Chippy' Woods from the factory. 

It has been a busy summer with trials interfacing US Combat Net 
Radio (SINCGARS) with Clansman as well as testing the new 
Clansman Fast Battery Charger. The Tp Powermen, Cpl John 
Lightowlers and LCpl Al Henderson have been seen_ pulling prototype 
1500W generators to pieces (literally) with vigour. Meanwhile.a sele~t 
band were preparing to trial HF equipment in Snowdonia pnor to It 
deployment with the EC Monitoring Mission in the former Yugoslav 
Republics. 
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DEV TROOP 
'gt Graham Stott led a team of budding outdoor pursuit expen~ 

along a ~ection of the Dorset Coastal path in preparation for the 
Squadron adventure training camp. Fortunately plenty of time wa 
allowed to test the recuperative effects of local scrumpy at the final 
'checkpoint'. 

Having just handed his ID card in after 27 years service WOl (FofS) 
Fielding had to retrieve it for one last job-in Gibraltar! Meanwhile 
his replacement SSgt (Fof ) Andy Hockley has started work and tame 
ADP Spec SSgt Tim Wynn is congratulated on his recent promotion . 

YofS Paul Barrett tests a brew on the Dent to Blandford HF rear 
link 

SPORT 
INTER-UNIT DINGHY TEAM RACING 

The Royal School of Signals is the current holder of the UKLF Inter 
Unit Team Racing Trophy, having successfully defended it for the 
first time in 1991. 

The 1992 defence of this Trophy has commenced, with our first 
league match, vs HQ UKLF, sailed at Thorney Island on 23 July. The 
Royal School was represented by Capt Fred Calvert sailing with Capt 
David Ellis, Capt George Odling sailing with Capt Tim Pender-Johns 
and W02 (FofS) Colin Peck sailing with Sgt Chas Cowell. 

The first leg of the match, helmed by the first named in each boat, 
led to a clear I , 2, 3 to the Royal School, with the opposition in 
addition taking a Green (2.5 point penalty) for an infringement before 
the start. The second leg of the match gave a complete reversal of 
fortunes, with HQ UKLF slowly pulling out to a 1, 2, 3 this despite the 
School 'A' team helms taking over to see if they could recover the 
situation. 

At the end of the day the Royal School ran out the winner by virtue 
of the penalty taken in the first leg. Grossly mismatched boats do not 
make for good team racing, and it is fair to say that in the end justice 
was done. The Royal School team was far stronger than the 
opposition, finishing just astern of them in the second race as opposed 
to a half a lap behind as was the case for HQ UKLF in the first leg. 

WATER POLO 
Team: Capt Colin Hinsley, W02 (FofS) Tim Prince, SSgt Keith 

Alderton, Sgts Mick Keeble, Keith Robinson, Rob Young, Cpl Mick 
Garbett, LCpl Rhody Wilcock, Sigs Nick Searle and Gus Thomson. 

The Royal School qualified, as Runner-up, in the UKLF Finals, to 
enter the Army Water Polo finals. The competition was held at RMAS 
in July. The first match was against 21 Engr Regt, in the Semi Finals, 
unfortunately the Royal School lost 11-9. All the goals in this match 
were scored by SSgt Keith Alderton and Sig Gus Thomson. This was 
an extremely close and hard fought match which nearly went our way 
in the last quarter. Some remarkable saves were made by the 
Goalkeeper, W02 (FofS) Tim Prince. 

The second game was against 16 Sig Regt for the third place play 
off. The first quarter was very evenly matched with both teams being 
level at the end. The second quarter saw The Royal School take a 
commanding lead with Sig Nick Searle scoring a startling goal from 
the half way line. The last two quarters of the game saw several team 
changes with the defence being pushed up into an attacking role. The 
end result was 214-16 to The Royal School of Signals and third place 
in the Army Water Polo Championships. 

Thanks to Sgt Mick Keeble for ordering the packed lunches and 
making the whole team turn up three hours early. Well done team who 
played with great determination and commitment. 
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HQ 2 Sig Bde (NC) 
and Cotswold Garrison 

Corsham 

CHA'.'llGES ATCOR HAM 
There have been many change here al Cor ham over the last few 

·eek and months ar.cl il' probably timely to list some of the major 
ones o a to 'spread t gospel' and reduce the scope for confusion
which i great! 

The first major change wa the re-formation of a communications 
branch at HQ UKLF and the 'advance party' led by Lt Col Bob 
Hu y moved to Wilton in early July-prior to becoming fully 
'operational' then when Brig Nigel Wood assumed command on 31 
Jul) 1992. It wa therefore decided that a final group photograph 
hould, for hi torical record, mark the last gathering of the complete 
taff of Brig Colin Brown. There are some old, bold (and even pretly) 

Col David Hunt introducing ACDS to members of the DFTS 
Planning and Implementation Team, who had done much of the 
detailed preparation for the HO-only two of which, Commander 
Bill Burling RN and Maj Norman Patton, were subsequently 

subsumed into HQ DFTS 

faces shown- and, even as this goes to print, there are further changes 
afoot! 

The next change was the formal opening of the new HQ of Defence 
Fixed Telecommunications Systems (DFTS). A simple (but moving?) 
ceremony in the presence of a whole host of dignitaries, took place on 
Monday 29 June 1992 when Rear Admiral Walmsley, ACDS (CIS) 
formerly declared the HQ open and this saw the culmination of 
many years planning. The new Director DFTS, Col Mike Shaw 
assumed his post (following a 'round the world posting' from 
Corsham to Corsham) later that day. 

HQ DFTS is today very much in embryonic form, but in the next 
few years the Royal Navy and Royal Air Force FTSs will move to 
Corsham to share the same buildings. It will be only then that a truly 
'purple' communications organisation exists. 

Rear Admiral Walmsley and Brig Brown toast the new HQ 

Headquarters 2 Sig Bde-where are they now? 
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HQ 4 Signal Group 
BFPO 40 

END Of THE LINE 
by Capt M. J. Hawley 

1 remember finishing my Yeoman of Signals course in 1983 and one 
of our course declaring that he had been posted to HQ 4 Sig Gp. I 
doubt if any of us at that time knew what 4 Sig Gp was or what tasks 
it undertook . Even less did I ever think that I would be posted there 
and be involved in its disbandment some nine years later. 

Chief Air Formation Signals Officer (CAFSO) Branch, 2 Tactical 
Air Force (2 TAF) was formed in May 1944, the appointment of 
CAFSO being established with 2 TAF in early 1944, whilst prepara
tions for 'D' Day were in progress. CAFSO Branch was mainly 
devoted to providing Signals Support to HQ 2 TAF after it moved on 
to German soil in 1945, a task that continued in various forms for 25 
years. On 30 September 1969, communications responsibilities were 
handed over to the Army, under the RISTACOMM agreement, and 
HQ 4 Sig Gp formed on l October 1969 took on the bulk of the tasks. 

The Group HQ was first located in what was then described as the 
luxury of Block 13 at JHQ Rheindahlen, and there it remained for 
the duration of its operational life. The responsibilities of the 
Commander (Col J.C. Clinch) included the command of 16 Sig Regt 
and 21 Sig Regt and the supervision of all the static communications 
used by British Forces in Germany. A total of eight commanders 
succeeded Col Clinch, with the sad and final duty of disbanding the 
HQ falling upon Col P. E. A. Chaddock. 

The formation of the Group coincided with the introduction of 
the then new BAOR Static Radio Relay Network (STARRNET) and 
with the start of the installation of automatic subscriber trunk dialling 
throughout BFG. Modernisation of both systems is now planned 
under project RODlN. The decommissioning of the old Tropospheric 
Scatter Station at Roetgen, and its replacement by a modern satellite 
system is also under discussion. 

Signal Works Service Troop was also incll!ded in 4 Sig <?I?·. The 
Troop was first formed in June 1945, to provide telecom fac1lities at 
firing ranges and on exercises. Initially a force of about 150 volunteers 
was raised from ex Wehrmacht personnel. Changes in status from 
POWs to German Civil Labour in 1947 and various other changes to 
this force, saw the unit assume the form and title of Signal Works 

Comd 4 Sig Gp, Col P. E. A. Chaddock presenting ~~md Comms 
BAOR, Brig J . D. Stokoe with the board listing all the 
Commanders of HQ 4 Sig Gp from its formation in October 1 969 

to disbandment in July 1992 
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Services Troop 4 Signal Group in October 1972. Currently the Troop's 
resources are split between Hehn and Sennelager, although this is due 
to change in the near future. 

Comms Branch HQ BAOR have now taken on the tasks previously 
undertaken by 4 Sig Gp. The Branch has split its responsibilities with 
the formation of a sub unit titled 'Tels Div' which has been tasked 
with the running and maintenance of all static communications within 
Germany. 

More recently, as part of the Group's disbandment celebrations, (if 
disbandment can be celebrated!) a charity run was arranged from 
Celle to JHQ at Rhiendahlen. Great Ormond Street children's 
hospital was chosen as a worthy cause and runners were sought from 
4 Sig Gp members both past and present. A team of fourteen runners 
set off from Celle on the evening of 28 June. After running 86 miles 
they arrived at Maresfield Barracks Herford where a cheque for 
DMLOOO was handed to Sgt Gordon Whale by Lt Col D. J. Wills, CO 
7 Sig Regt. At Krefeld a cheque for DM500 was presented to the 
youngest member of the team Sig Sally Webster from 16 Sig Regt. The 
run ended at HQ 4 Sig Gp having completed a total of 265 miles, the 
last ten miles of which the team was accompanied by Comd Comms 
BAOR Brig J. D. Stokoe CBE, MBE. A total of £1,500 was raised for 
The Childrens' Hospital, Great Ormond Street. 

The Group's disbandment party was held on 6 July where a farewell 
signal from the SOINC was delivered to Col Chaddock, it read: 

'On the occasion of the disbandment of 4 Sig Gp I would like you 
and your staff to know that your achievements past and present will 
be a worthy chapter in the Corps' history. The Group leaves behind 
an enviable record of which you may feel justifiably proud. I know 
that the work which your staff is currently undertaking is of critical 
importance for the restructuring of the British Forces in Germany. I 
understand the disbandment of 4 Sig Gp and your farewell are being 
marked by a social event this evening. I wish to thank you and all your 
staff for your dedication and hard work in the past, and to those who 
remain best wishes for the challenges that lay ahead. I am sure that 
you will demonstrate the high standards of professionalism that will 
forever be the hallmark of 4 Sig Gp.' 

A heartening message to an otherwise sad event. 

Sgt (Gordon) Whale receiving a cheque for DM1 ,000 from CO 7 
Sig Regt 
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News from Regiments 

1 Armd Div HQ and Sig Regt 
BFPO 32 

F REWELLTO C.: 
At the end of another busy Ex Fl)ing Falcon the CO Lt Col J.E. 

f . Kirb) OBE wa invited into the ergeants' Mess for breakfast. 
Little did he realise that he was to leave in a less discrete manner . As 
he considered having a 'po t exercise' second helping he was 
kidnapped by the Regimental hit team then garbed in de_se~t combats 
and deposited in the 'hot seat' of a captured SU 23/4 anti aircraft gun 
from Kuwait. 

The CO was then towed through the camp whilst the soldier of the 
Regiment lined the route (we never knew we had so many.!). 

At the main gate of the camp, the CO made a presentauon to .the 
Regiment of a display board showing all of the cap-badges of soldiers 
that had served in the Regiment in the Gulf. He then took his seat in 
a horse drawn landau before leaving the Regiment for the last time. 

Our very be t wishe go with Col John, Kim and the family in their 
new home and posting. Many thanks for all of your efforts during 
your tour in command. 

The Officers, Warrant Officers and Sergeants take the strain for 
a change as the Commanding Officer is towed through the camp. 

EXERCISE LEEWARD DIAMOND 
Skipper Capt Andy Bristow 
Purser Maj Sean Naile 
Watch Leader LCpl Jerry Sharp, Cpls Neil Pithers, Andy Firth, LCpl 
Warren Duffy, Sigs 'Windy' Gale, Andy Murray, Mark Le Boutillier. 

Ex Leeward Diamond was a Regiment offshore sailing expedition 
around the Leeward Islands of the Lesser Antilles in the northern 
Caribbean Sea. The nine participants were drawn from l Armd Div 
HQ and Sig Regt and 7 Sig Regt. The expedition was conducted 
aboard a privately chartered yacht based in Pointe a Pitre in 
Guadeloupe. It was generously subsidised but, nevertheless, required 
a substantial individual contribution from participants. 

The islands provide some superb adventurous tramrng 
apportunities. Magnificent snorkelling amongst hoards of tropical 
fish and coral is easily found, particularly at Saba which is now a 
marine national park and seldom visited by tourists. This year the 
island authorities have installed a snorkel trail which is marked 
underwater and reveals the most breathtaking scenery. The 
expedition's lack of diving experience prevented deeper scuba diveS' 
but these are also reported to be amongst the best in the world. Saba, 
and many other islands, have residem diving schools who can provide 
equipment and instruction-at a cost. 

For sailing, the waters of the Caribbean are incomparable. The 
climate, constant wind and deep waters provide magnificent 
adventurous training. Passages are challenging for crew and skipper 
alike by virtue of the strength of wind and swell. Each island has its 
own quite unique character which, away from the tourist trap hotels, 
is undeveloped and basic. Many of the participants were surprised by 
the culture shock they encountered and the poor quality of life of the 
islanders. otwithstanding this, the locals are unreservedly hospitable 
and friendly. 
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Many of the islands would provide superb MACC opportunities. 
Unpreserved historical features abound in superb locations. The 
islands' European heritage is readily visible as is evidence of its 
military and economic significance in bygone years. Many of the 
British islands proudly display their souvenirs of Army regiments that 
have served in the region. 

In summary Ex Leeward Diamond was a most successful 
expedition. All the aims were achieved and more besides. There were 
no significant problems and the participants have learnt much about 
sailing, themselves and poorer regions of the world. 

I SQUADRON 
PERSONALITIES 
Sqn Comd Maj C. J. Whittaker 
Sqn 2IC Capt T . S. Sullivan 
SSM W02 (SSM) A. Fullwood, YofS SSgl (YofS) Haresign, FofS 
W02 (FofS) Naylor, SQMS SSgt Brice. 

WELCOME AND FAREWELLS 
We say farewell to W02 Ron Bragg and his wife Flo from the 

Squadron but they have not gone far, only moving to HQ Sqn. A 
hearty welcome goes to the new SSM W02 Andy Fullwood and his 
wife Paula . We wish them an enjoyable tour in Verden. 

BATILE CAMP WITH GERMAN SIGNAL BATTALION 
In April the Squadron was invited to attend a Battlecamp with its 

counterpart Squadron of the 1st Fernmeldebattalion. Unfortunately 
due to other commitments only a handful of soldiers could 
participate. The British contingent was led by SSgt Charlie Dubique 
and consisted of Cpls Andy Maher and Rick Owen as well as Sigs Kev 
Ingram and 'Woody' Martin-Woodgale. The Battlecamp started on 
the Sunday afternoon and after introductions it was down to business. 
The contigent attended the startex barbecue and a sing song. Here the 
group excelled themselves, especially Cpl Rick Owen who was in 
particularly fine voice. 

The next morning the training commenced. First on the agenda was 
the dry training on all the weapons that would be fired during the 
week. These included the Pl pistol, G3 rifle, MP! Uzi, MG3 machine 
gun and the grenade. The British contingent was the first team to run 
the assault course and set a blistering time of 2 min 25 secs. Although 
one team managed to match the time, no one bettered it. 

The week continued with a variety of range work including a night 
shoot and a patrol. The range work culminated in a section live fire 
defence exercise, where all the weapons were used together to defeat 
the enemy. The solders J>.articularly liked firing the pzfst (panzer 
faust), the German anti-tank weapon. After the enemy was destroyed 
it was time to look like 'Arnie' and fire the 9mm Uzi which was good 
fun. 

All in all the week was well worth it. It was very interesting to see 
how the German signallers conducted their training. Lunch consisted 
of either pea soup or sliced bread, cheese and meats. The evening 
meals were the hardest to get accustomed to, but in spite of this the 
soldiers enjoyed themselves and hope to be invited to another joint 
battlecamp in the future. 
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EAGLE TROOP 
Tp Comd SSgt C. Dubique 
2IC Sgt C. Dawson 

Welcome to LCpl Dougie Douglas who has joined the Troop from 
7 Sig Regt and to Sig Dennis Hewitt who ar rived from 8 Sig Regt. 

Congratulations go to LCpls Paul Atherton and Danny Kaye on 
their recent promotions. 

Congratulations of another type to LCpl Paul Atherton and 
Jeanette on the birth of their son Benjamin. As well, congratulations 
to Cpl Matt Wakeling and his wife Lisa on the birth of their son , whom 
they also named Benjamin. Although they didn' t name him Benjamin, 
congratulations are in order for Cpl Mike Hutchinson and Paula on 
the birth of their son Mark. Our best wishes to all of them and good 
luck with all those sleepless nights to come. 

HAWK TROOP 
Tp Comd 2Lt J. Hill 
2IC Sgt G. Wllkinson 

The Troop bade farewell to Lt Howard Hughes, off to Shriven ham, 
Sgl Dave Watson, moving all the way across the corridor to Golf Tp, 
LCpl Si 'Snake' Clark and Sig Kev Conlon to the Royal School of 
Signals LCpl Stevie Barnes also to the Royal School of Signals and 
congratulations on your wedding in May. 

Welcome to 2Lt Jules Hill from Sandhurst, Sgt Graham Wilkinson 
and Cheryl from 35 Sig Regt (V), Cpl Steve Pope and Karen from 2 
Sig Regt, LCpl Tom Matthewson from 2 lnf Div HQ and Sig Regt a~d 
Sigs Steve Lynn and Trac~y Stubbs both from 'the factor~' at. 8 Sig 
Regt. Our final welcome 1s a welcome back to Sgt 'Taff Millard, 
posted back from various adventure training expeditions whom we've 
only seen once in the past four months . 

2SQUADRON 
PERSONALITIES 
Sqn Comd Maj Croft 
2IC Capt Jenkins 
SSM W02 (SSM) Boulton, YofS SSgt (YofS) Trask, FofS SSgt (FofS) 
Soward. 

ARRIVALS AND DEPARTURES 
The Squadron welcomed a new SSM, W02 Roy Boulton from 206 

Sig Sqn. He took over fr<;>~ WO~ (SSM) Andy Reeds who made a 
sideways move to the Training Wing; . 

Other arrivals were Sgt Graham Gibson, posted in as the new MT 

Sg~.adly the Regimental comic has left us for 71 Sig Regt (V). SSgt. Phil 
Dixon and Babs will be sorely missed. Phil kept us amused with a 

constant stream of jokes, most he bad learned from his best man who 
used to be a tech though he kept that one qmet. 

LCpl Shelley Meadows was posted from Mike Troop under great 
duress from the FofS WOl Dave Gorse . It transpi red that the real 
reason he was sad td lose her was her considerable ability on the 
hockey pitch. 

PAPA TROOP 
Tp Comd Lt 'Champagne' Morcom 
Tp SSgt SSgt John Howell-Walmsley 

Due to inter-troop reorganisation, Papa Troop has recently 
expanded. A warm welcome therefore to all the ex-Oscar TrO?P 
members. Welcome also to Cpls Johnson and Beresford and. Sig 
Frost and Field. Congratulations to LCpl 'Taff' Baynham and Fiona, 
LCpl Phil Boot and Sinan on the birth of their sons. Congratulations 
also to Sig 'Tegs' Parsons and Cath on the birth of their daughter. 

The Troop has been very busy with various exercises over the last 
few months . Nevertheless we still managed to fit in a week <;>f 
strenuous climbing and canoeing down in the Regimental Hut m 
Bavaria. This was enjoyed by all, and also gave Sig Scott Johnstone 
a chance to work on bis sun tan. 

Finally a couple of farewells to Cpl 'Torno' 1:ho~pson, posted to 
7 Sig Regt and Sgt 'Geordie' Rigg, posted to C1v Div. 

ROVER TROOP 
Tp Comd 2Lt Biswas 
Admin Cpl Dave Longfield . . . 

After a hectic April, May and June full of exe;c1ses, 1!1~pechons and 
personality changes the Troop moved on to Pre s, ServJcmg and more 
inspections. We have recently lost Cpl Andy Yarborough, LCpl Lee 
Mitchell, Sig Chris Collins and SSgt Dougie Tait !l11 on promouo~ . A 
warm welcome is extended to Cpls Dave Longfield and Pete Gibbs 
back from Cyprus. 

EXERCISE NEPTUNE DIAMOND . . 
Ex Neptune Diamond wa.s .the _culmina~on of .an Intensive Novice 

Diver Course, two weeks d1vmg ID Estart1t, Spain. . . . 
After a terrible 34 hour, 5 country journey we arnved m Estarllt, 

wondering if it was worth the journ~y: The next ten days 
diving dispelled any such thoughts. The d1vmg on and around the 
Edes Isles was superb with huge Grouper, Octopus and Conger Eels 
in abundance. . · h 

Many thanks go to all ~he people -:vho_ helpe.d m gettmg t e 
expedition down there, especially SSgt Phil Dixon without whose help 
we wouldn't have made it. 

201 (22 Armd Bde) Sig Sqn 
BFPO 30 

Sqn Comd Maj Wakerley 
2IC Capt Mcintosh 
A Tp Comd Lt Wilson, B Tp Comd SSgt Skelland, SSM WO~ (SSM) 
Stachini, YofS W02 (YofS) Greig, SQMS SSgl (SQMS) Denrus, FofS 
SSgt (FofS) Allen. . . f ·Ii . L 

The Squadron bids farewell to the following and their ~mi es. t 
Simon Spiers, SSgts Mick Ferris, Dave Cox, Sgt Andy Millard, Cpl 
Ronnie Lucas, LCpls Paul Greenwood, Dave Jack, Mark Daly, 
Watkinson and Peter Graham. . 

The Squadron also extends a warm welcome to the following .and 
their families: SSgts Law, Dennis, Cpl Simcock, LCpls Radcbffe, 
Meikelham, MacCuaig, Sigs Wright, Green, Dunseath, Taylor and 
Pte Langridge. 

MORRISON CUP ATHLETICS 
Report by SSgt (FofS) Allen . . 

For the third year in a row the ~tag Sqn ~ecame wrnners of this mo~t 
coveted trophy in the minor units athleucs calendar. Howe.ver, this 
year the team was not as strong as those in the past but, with some 
intensive training and some very gutsy perf~r~ances, the team 
eventually won the cup. As in the past the compettu.on was very keenly 
contested between all units and in particular 207. Sig Sqn who l?ush~d 
us to the very last. Indeed the outcome depended on the placings in 
the 4 x 400m relay which was the last event and. LCl_ll Steve Lowery, 
who ran the anchor leg, brought the team home ID third place thereby 
ensuring 201 Sig Sqn won the Morrison Cup by four points from 207 
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201 Sig Sqn Morrison Cup Winners Minor Units 1992 
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1g Sqn. Some notable performances were produced over the two 
day : L pl ten Lo'ft·ery who won the IOOrn also broke the cup 
record; lg Reg Perrin won won the javelin and then went on to win 
the discu a a gue t competitor and also broke the record; LI Hogg 
Wil on who came third in the 400m hurdles his first time in that event; 
LCpl 'Gippo' Gip on who led from start to finish in the 400m; Sig 
imon Rowley winner of the triple jump; LCpl Steve Brown 

winner of the long jump and last but by no means least the team 
captain Cpl teve Wobbly Owen who not only came second in the 
l ,500rn but also trained the team and did a great deal of organisation 
behind the scene . Ther are other team members too numerous to 
mention but without th1 ir re ults we could not have won the cup. 

201 Sig Sqn Morrison Cup Tug of War runners up 1992 

GUMBOOTS 
AND PEARLS 

The Army wives' survival manual £4.50 

THE 

BACKSTABBER'S 
GUIDE 

The inside story on the professions £4.99 

and now 

BULLETS & BANDSMEN 
A unique acrount of the Great War based on sketches 
and photographs sent from the Front £10.99 
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Available from OWL PRESS PO BOX 315 
Downton, Salisbury, Wilts SP5 3YE. 
Tel 0725 22553 ~ 

MORRISON CUP TUG OF WAR 
Report by Sgt Mark Rouse (Chief Tugger) 

The Squa~~on as alwa_ys entered a team in the Morrison Cup tug of 
war competition, and bemg the holders, much emphasis was placed on 
training the team to the peak of physical fitness (2 x 20 minute 
training sessions!). The competition was upon us before we knew it 
as ~yself and my eight desperados decended on Herford, much 
confidence was felt, especially with such experienced pullers as LCpl 
Reid, Sigs Findlay and Amos in the team. After much blood, sweat, 
and yes, a few tears the team eventually finished in second place 
behind. 21 .Sig Regt, but should be proud of the levels of guts and 
~etermmauon shown throughout the competition. Other tuggers 
included Cpls Webb, Anderson, Mitchell , Sigs Beaty, Cookes. 

HOHNE STATION SIX-A-SIDE FOOTBALL COMPETITION 
Once again the Squadron played host to the Hohne Station six-a

side football competition, this year taking place on 27 June. Sgt Mark 
Rouse played chief organiser and soon had 24 teams entered. The 
teams assembled on a scorching hot day (yes we do have them in 
Hohne) and the competition was soon under way. The football was 
of an extremely high standard with the Squadrons two teams being 
ably managed by SSgt Skellaod and Cpl McKittrick, unfortunately 
both teams were eliminated and quickly retired to the beer tent. Team~ 
from the QOH eventually provided both winners and runners up but 
201 Sig Sqn beat everyone in the beer tent as per normal. Many th~nks 
mus! go to the lads of the MT, who helped set up the event, in 
particular LCpls MacCuaig, Clement and Sig Findlay. 

All in all an excellent day and to cap it all DM 900 was raised for 
charity. 

WE GET SPLATTERED 
Whilst flicking through the All Arms Skill at Arms book the SSM 

decided to hold a paint ball survival day for the Squadron. As it 
turned out it was an excellent day out for all. It started at the Round 
House Car Park, everybody in their Desert Combats with the 
exception of Sgt Steve Prowse who had to make a hasty retreat as 
he came dressed for Battle Camp, helmet as well. By the end of the 
day though he wished he had kept the helmet. 

After .the ~riefing and issuing of equipment the battle began. We 
were spht up mto two teams of twenty, Red and Blue teams. The idea 
of the first battle was to capture each others flags. As we waited for 
the start Sgt Jelf took control of the Red team, his master plan was 
put to the team, 'run like hell, get their flag and bring it back in 
follow behind lads'. The whistle went and utter chaos broke out. LCpi 
'Scouse' Oulton stood out as a popular target. The final outcome of 
the battle was Reds on top slightly. However, on the debrief it was 
found that we had some cheats in our midst so SSgl Skelland LCpl 
Nige Stiff and .Vicky Winder were put to the firing squad, the~e was 
n~ more cheating. after that. The rest of the day was spent playing 
different games with W02 (SSM) Stachioi who came top in the fancy 
dress category, Cpl 'Ali' McKittrick who won the top gun of the day 
after some dubious tactics with LCpl Reid. 

Some of the ladies deserve a special mention as they played every 
game on an even par with us men without any complaints. Marie 
Stac~oi, Bev MacCuaig and Hellen McKittrick. The day was rounded 
off with a barbecue and drinks with plenty of war stories. 

Everybody who attended enjoyed themselves. 

Paint Ball Day 
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212 (12 Armd Bde) Sig Sqn 
BFPO 36 

SHQ 
Sqn Comd Maj D. E. Rowllnson 

especial thanks must go to 7 Sig Regt for the organisation which was 
superb . 

21C Capt N. M. Romans 
SSM W02 (SSM) T. Smith, FofS SSgt (FofS) M. Dighton, Y ofS W02 
(YofS) R. K. Perry, SQMS SSgt (SQMS) K. Dunk. 

GOODBYES 
We say congratulations and farewell to W02 (YofS) Bob 

Pemberton and Anne who are off to Blandford on promotion. Also 
Sgt Bill Walker and Beatrix off to Catterick, Sgt Neil Davies and Jan 
off to Lippstadt, Cpl Dave Allen and Janette to Catterick, Cpl 
'Murph' Murphy off to Belize, LCpl Sexton Blake off to (..olchester 
(but only on posting) and LCpl George Quar changing from operator 
to technician, (why?). Good luck to all. 

OWZAT! 
After two years as runners up, the Squadron finally won the 1 Div 

Minor Units Cricket Cup played on 30 June. This was an all Corps 
affair between 212 and 207 Sig Sqns. The CO of the Regiment stayed 
impressively neutral but it was a real grudge match for both Majs 
Dougie Rowlioson and Andy Field . Despite the fact that neither are 
betting men it is rumoured that OC 207 is now out of pocket to the 
tune of one bottle of bubbly. 

After winning the toss 207 elected to bat and we took to the field. 

HELLOS 
Congratulations and welcome to W02 (YofS) Ron Perry and 

Kirsti, joining us on promotion from Wildenrath, also an especial 
welcome back to Sgt Craig Morgan and Teresa Aon after their tour 
with 1 RGJ. Other arrivals are Cpls Dave Pook, Chris Yates, LCpl 
Tony Ward and wife Anja, Sigs Des McCarthy and 'Taff' Hunt. 

It was hot work with temperatures in the high 20's but Cpl 'Cbri ' 
Yates kindly kept us supplied with lemonade. After a fairly 'Cat and 
Mouse' innings, 207 were eventually bowled out for 106 with Cpl Paul 
Murgatroyd RAOC taking six of the wickets. 

212 then went into bat. There were a few tense moments but 
contributions of 17 and 24 from Capt Nick Romans and 2Lt Rich 
Rumsey saw us home with three overs and four wickets remaining. 
The winning runs were scored by Capt Dave Wbimpenoy just as the 
Brigade Commander arrived to watch the final. 

MORRISON CUP 
On Friday 3 July the Morrison Cup was held at the Jahn 

Stadium in Herford. The Squadron team competed valiantly in all 
events with commendable performances by Sgt Chapple in the IOOm 
final, Sig Irving in the 400m hurdles and Sig McCarthy in the 
demanding 5,000m. Sgt Shaw REME competed bravely in the 400m, 
reaching the final but sadly pulling a muscle and having to withdraw, 
we wish him a speedy recovery. Cpl Angove putted the shot, LCpl 
Cbealle triple jumped, Sig Watson long jumped, Sig Gale high 
jumped (not very) and Pte McEwan RPC stretched his legs in the 
200m. We did not leave the event empty handed thanks to Cpl 
Murgatroyd RAOC winning the l,500m, Lt Catbro taking Silver in 
the 800m and the 4 x 400m relay team of Lt Cathro, Cpls Douglas, 
Murgatroyd and Sig McCarthy giving a thrilling performance to 
clinch the Silver medal. A very enjoyable day was had by all and an 212 Sig Sqn Minor Div Champions 
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RETIREMENT 
\\'E PE \AL\ZE \ 

tAX\M\ \NG 
\NCOME 

AND GRO\\TH 

HOW? 
• By struccuring your affairs in the most tax 

efficient way 
• By providing independent advice on the most 

uitable inve rments for your need 
• By aiming to make your capital grow to combat 

inflation and increase income in the fucure 
Lomond Asset Management i one of the larger independent financial 
advt rs in the U.K., and 99% of the people we see find our counselling 
services helpful. For full details please conract: 

I - - ~- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -, 

1 To: John Bell Lomond Asset Management Ltd 1 

I 84 Coombe Road, ew Malden, urrcy KT3 4Q I 
I 

NAME .............................. ..................................................................... . 

ADDRESS ............................................................................................. . 

POST CODE.......................................................................................... I 

TELEPHO E No .................................................................................. . 

A Member of IMRO W 
I -------------------------------
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0 'E Q ADRON 
Sqn Comd Maj S. C. Green 
2IC Capt S. Grey-Cowan 
S M W02 ( Ml Atkinson, Roman Tp Comd Capt P. M. Kelly, 
Saxon Tp Comd L T. O. Wood, Viking Tp Comd Lt T. W. AUan. 

The la t few month have been bu~y for the ' !st' Sqn, with Race the 
Sun, adventurou training and even an exercise to keep us amused 
during maximum leave! The Squadron says fareweU to SSgt 
Hardwidge posted to 40 Sig Regt (V) on promotion, SSgt Woodfine 
po ted to Harrogate and Sgt Allan who joins the ranks of 'Civ Div'. 
Cpl Hennessy, Clyde and LCpl Richards all leave us for the Falkland 
I lands, and we also lose Cpl Philips, LCpls TyrreU and Lester. There 
are many new arrivals including a new Viking Tp Comd Lt Allan and 
two recent promotions, Sgt Clyde and LCpl Allan . 

Congratulations also go to Cpl Browitt and his wife on the birth of 
their baby boy. 

Sqn give ' Eyes leh' at the Kohima Memorial 

THREE SQUADRON 
Sqn Comd Maj D. W. Larkam 
2IC Capt G. Harrison 
SSM W0 2 (SSM) Payne, Eagle Tp Comd 2Lt S. Locke, Falcon Tp 
Comd Lt S. T. Gillespie, Phoenix Tp Comd 2Lt D. Spacie. 

Life continues apace for 3 Sqn with adventurous training in 
England, Scotland and Wales and the Squadron participation in the 
units cricket and athletics teams. Sadly we say farewell to Cpls 
' obby' Han and 'H' Higgins who seek pastures new in civvy street, 
also to Cpl Davey Reid and LCpl John Burgoyne who go to Northern 
Ireland and 29 Sig Regt respectively. Finally goodbye to Cpl John 
Chivers and :U:pl John McNally both going to 210 Sig Sqn. 

KOHIMA 1992 
The final weekend in July is normally preceded by a sharp intake 

of breath from all ranks of 2 Sig Regt as we prepare to receive the tide 
of v~terans, Old Comrades and civilians who join us for the major 
Regimental Weekend of the year. With cries of 'don't worry it's the 
same format as_ last year!', tentage is erected, stands built, parades 
r~hearsed ~nd dinners planned. The District reception on the Friday 
mght proV1ded a welcome chance for the Regiment to say thank you 
to local charities and businesses with whom we maintain contact 
throughout the year, particularly as the Corps Staff Band was on 
parade. Against the backdrop of the Garrison Open Day the Corps 
veterans and Regimental Officers gathered in the Officers' Mess on 
~aturday to receive the CO's annual report, with a little poetry thrown 
m for good measure. Sunday saw the traditional memorial service held 
in the gardens of York Minster. Following the service WOl (RSM) 
Ellis, marshalled the veterans for the March Past led by soldiers of I 
Sqn. 
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CHARITY PRESENTATION 
The culmination of the 1992 Race the Sun competition came on 22 

July when representatives of six local charities gathered at Imphal 
Barracks to receive cheques totalling £10,000. The Race the Sun 
competition was conceived in 1989 and has gone from strength to 
strength. Last year the event raised £6,000 and plans are already 
underway for next year's event. The recipients were the Deanne Gee 
Memorial Fund, Northfield School, Children's Cystic Fibrosis, the 
Martin House Children's Hospice, St Dymphnas Playgroup and the 
Sig Hughes Daughter's Trust Fund. Maj Gen M. J. D. Walker CBE, 
GOC Eastern District attended the presentation ceremony. 

Presentation of Race the Sun cheques 

EXERCISE BORDER WALKABOUT 92 
by Sgt McAlroy 

The QM Tech Dept closed its doors for a week in July and ventured 
out of the confmes of Imphal Barracks. W02 (RQMS) Mick Swallow 
set down the challenge- 'We all need some exercise and a bit of 
culture. We'll crack Hadrian's Wall. This won't be easy, so bring lots 
of money'. 

The expedition put itself in the hands of LCpl 'Wolfie' Oldfield , 
who was to get us from the drop-off point to Camp I . After several 
hours surviving barbed wire, heat and flies-just outside Carlisle
LCpl Oldfield was convinced the wall was a figment of the RQ's 
imagination. 

The 'old and bold' were flagging next day and it required the 
determination and grit of LCpl Dave Becconsall to see us through to 
our second base camp. It was a close run thing when both the RQMS 
and Sgt Martin Richards nearly conceded defeat. 

The wall dominated the third day. It offered breathtaking views, 
hazardous encounters with foreigners-SSgt Ken George sat bemused 
as the second Roman invasion nearly trampled us underfoot. 

The following day Sgt Pete Szczesiak convinced the RQMS that a 
mystery tour was needed . Four hours later and with directions to 
Sellafield Nuclear Power Station, we realised he wasn't joking. 

By the end of the week, enriched by our cultural encounters, the 
department returned to Imphal Barracks looking forward with 
trepidation to Ex Something' Walkabout 93. 
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3 Armd Div HQ and Sig Regt 
BFPO 114 

VISIT OF THE FRENCH COMMANDER COMMUNICATIONS 
On Ex Summer Sales we had a number of important and welcome 

visitors to the Regiment and Div HQ. We were however particularly 
pkased to host Maj Gen Eugene Audren, the French Commander 
Communications. This was his first direct contact with the Royal 
Signals and Ptarmigan. He appeared impressed by the efficient use of 
Signal's manpower in the HQ~, deployed within the trunk system and 
providing the combat net radio. 

Gen Audren was accompanied by Comd Comms BAOR Brig J . D. 
Stokoe CBE, MBE during the visit which started at Div Main HQ 
where the Chief of Staff Col Smales gave him the staff view of the 
communications systems serving the HQ. 

From the Div HQ Gen Audren flew by helicopter to a Trunk Node 
accommodating the OSC. Here he was briefed on the Ptarmigan 
system and shown equipment including SCRA. 

Maj Gen Audren questions Lt J . Palmer Trunk Node Comd 

PRESENTATION OF CERTIFICATE OF COMMENDATION 
FROM THE BFCME 

SSgt (SQMS) David Till was presen~ed with his certificate ~f 
Commendation by CRA . The commendation was awarded ~y Gen ~1r 
Peter de la Billiere in recognition of Staff Till ' s outstandin~ ~erv1~e 
during Op Granby. A pleasant addition to the honour of rece1vmg his 
award was the fact that Staff Till's parents were able to attend the 
ceremony here in San Sebastian Barracks. Staff Till has now moved 
to 2 Sig Regt and we all wish him well in the future. 

l to R: Mrs Zoe Till, SSgt David Till , 
Mrs Till (senior) 
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Presentation of LS & GC and GOC certificate of commendation by 
Brig J. Milne CRA 3 Armd Div. 

l to R: W01 (RSM) M . J . Campbell , SSgts D. Till, R. Jonas, 
R. Hornbuckle, W02 P. Corker, Sgts A. Leibe, P. Williams, 

and Lt Col R. Baxter 
L to R: Mrs Till , Mrs Jonas, Mrs Hornbuckle, Brig J . Milne CAA 3 

Armd Div, Mrs Leibe and Mrs Williams 

I SQUADRON 
Sqn Comd Maj P. R. Ford 
Sqn 2IC Capt P. I. Turner . 
FofS W02 (FofS) R. A. Downie MBE, YofS SSgt (YofS) M. Sw1ffen , 
SSM W02 P. J. Griffiths. 

The Squadron has recently survived a complete change o~ manage
ment. We wish Maj C. C. Richards and W02 (SSM) S. P1ddock all 
the best in the future whilst also welcoming all new members of the 
Squadron. . 

Although the Squadron has _been inyolved m Staff College 
Demonsuation (SCD) and two ma1or exercises, t~e!e were tho e who 
found time to undertake trips and adventure trammg. 

CHARLIE TROOP 
Tp Comd Lt J. Palmer 
Tp SSgt SSgt T. Warburton . . 

The Troop has said farewell to a n~~ber of people mcl~ding the !P 
Comd Capt Cathie Gregg who has JOmed her husband 1~ Cattenck 
and W02 Phil Atkinson and his family who left for 2 Sig Regt on 
promotion. Cpl P. Mills and Sig L. Haslehurst have also gone to 
pastures new! The new management has arrived in the last few weeks. 
Lt J. Palmer from 2 Sqn has taken over as Tp Comd and SSgt Ted 
Warburton has moved across from SHQ Tp. . 

After a busy few months we look forward to some R & R (not Radio 
Relaying!). Ex Summer Sales t~o.k it _out o~ us! The Troop bas 
received a number of important v1s1tors includmg Le French General 
and the SOinC. 

DELTA TROOP 
Tp Comd Lt M. Wood 
Tp SSgt SSgt C. Williams . . 

There has been little change in D Tp. Cpl P. Enrus has arnved from 
16 Sig Regt and LCpl 'Taff' Yelland from 22 ~ig Regt: ~ig P ursglove 
has come from training . . . definitely not Dnver Tramm.g. . 

Ex Flying Falcon proved to be an unintentional shopping tnp for 
our SSgt Clive Williams who took a convoy through Unna town 
centre! Sig Daz Kirby and LC~I 'Spr~g' But_terfield t_ook t~ree days 
as an ideal period for undertaking a sightseeing tour in their R & R. 
We thought our luck was in when our Bedford liil:d on~ R?ver broke 
down in the sunshine. Unfortunately our sunbathmg d1dn t go_ down 
too well; Tp Comd Lt 'C~ippy' Woo~ broke down too. Settmg up 
cam_ on the roadside wasn t so appealing. 
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CHO TROOP 
Tp Comd 2Lt B. Lovett 
Tp gt gt P. Eyre 
Tp Sgt gt Reg Jeffri 

Firstly it i with deep regret we have to report the death of Sig 
Douglas tewart who died tragically in a road traffic accident on 12 
June 1992, be will be adly missed by all of us. 

We would like to wi h lg Phil York (who suffered a broken pelvis 
in the ame accident) a peedy recovery. 

On a light r note the Troop enjoyed a weekend in Berlin at the 
beginning June. gt Paul Eyre showed his experience and 
knowledge by providing the Troop with an extensive and interesting 
culture tour. 

ARRIVAL AND FAREWELLS 
A warm welcome to LCpl Ian Evans, Sig Phil York and Sig 

Pursglove. Goodbye and best wishes to LCpl Rob Downton on 
po ting co 4 Annd Div HQ and Sig Regt and to Cpl Seotty Morrison 
on posting to 8 Sig Regt. 

2SQUADRON 
Sqn Comd Maj T. Johnson 
Sqn 21C Capt L. Smart 
Sqn SSM W02 (SSM) P. Rixon. 

Our best wishes go to YofS Jonas who left for 202 Sig Sqn and we 
welcome Capt J. Swindells as the P Tp Comd. 

NOVEMBER TROOP 
Tp Comd Lt L. Hyde 
Tp SSgt Sgt Haresign 

A normal day in Troop ... Sig Watters designated 'duty runner', 
and the privilege of working in the Squadron office. So the morning 
sped by quite nicely. 

After lunch he was summoned to see the RSM. After a quick 'brush 
up', off he went. He shortly returned to the Squadron office, 
beaming, having just been given the first of those most coveted tapes. 

Meanwhile, Sgt Stevie Haresign had gone down to the garage to be 
reunited with his most prized possession his 'Toyota Supra'. 
Unfortunately a couple of weeks previously he had been in the way of 
WSig Moger when she was 'driving' a Bedford (1 tonner) which 
resulted in separating him from his car. 

REUNIONS SEVEN 
DAYSAWEEK. 

For some, the thought of leaving the forces is a daunting prospect. 

How will you cope leaving behind old haunts, old routines not to mention 

old mates? Fortunately, there's a way to keep in touch with the past and 

look to the future - The Royal Brrt1Sh Legion. 

W1 h 1000 clubs nat1onw1de you can always find somewhere to 

reminisce, play sport and enioy an evening's entertainment with people 

from similar backgrounds to your own. 

As a member you'll also qualify for discount travel, insurance and 

other benefits. But more importantly, while you· re helping yourself, your 

membership will help other ex·Serv1c. e people in needtl_ 
What's more, you don't have to wait until ••• 

you leave to 1oin. For more information about us 

or to join. please send in the coupon below. 

THE ROYAL BRITISH LEGION 

f"ease send me details on: Becoming a member of The Royal British Legion O 
The benevolent work of The Royal British Legion O 

Send to: The General Secretary, HeadQuar ers. The Royal British Legion, 48 Pall Mall, 
London SW I Y 5JY 

Address ____________________ _ 

L _______________ P_ost_cod_e _____ j 
342 

At approximately 1645 hrs LCpl Watters went on his way to return 
the duty landrover to the garage, have his tea and, hopefully, spend 
a most enjoyable uight celebrating his promotion. 

As the Squadron clerk left for home, she passed Sgt Stevie Haresign 
driving his 'Baby' back to camp-he was looking very happy to be 
driving his car again. Before he went to his room he had to 'pop' into 
the Squadron office. On his way in he passed Watters (remember he 
was taking the landrover back to the garage). 

As LCpl Watters jumped into his Rover, he was still anticipating a 
fun-filled evening ahead, and, after checking his mirror , reversed the 
Rover-you guessed it-straight into Sgt Stevie Haresign's Toyota. 
I'm not quite sure what was said next, or by whom. All I know is that 
I don't think LCpl (yes he still is) Watters will ever forget the day he 
got his first tape. 

There must be a moral to this story. 

OSCAR TROOP 
Tp Comd Lt C. J. Whitehead 

Farewell to SSgt Steve Beattie who has left for 15 Sig Regt and will 
be missed by everyone. Also good luck to Sgt Clarkson in his new slot 
at 202 Sig Sqn. 

On the sports front the Troop boasts a Div Rugby player Cpl Bruce 
and a BAOR Cricket stump in Oscar Tp Comd. He has finally 
perfected the art of catching a cricket ball with his face. 

PAPA TROOP 
Since forming in April, Papa Tp has been busy preparing for Ex 

Iron Staff V. Credit where it's due, the boys (and one girl) worked 
hard and the goods were produced to an extremely high standard. A 
service was provided for the staff, for which many passed on their 
thanks . Well done to Papa Tp. 

We have already bad our fair share of comings and goings. We 
would like to wish Cpl Ivan Oakey and his family all the best in 
1 ADSR. Welcome to Cpl Reene and his family, Sig Goodard and his 
family and Capt Swindells and Mrs Swindelle. Congratulations to Sig 
Hart on his marriage to Karen . 

A piece of advice to LCpl 'Smudge' Smith ... duck, when jumping 
into the back of a 436 when the battery alarm sounds. It will save a 
stitch in time ( 14 to be exact). 

ROMEO TROOP 
The exercise season is in full swing, with dets joining us from other 

units. 
Farewells go to Sig 'Muz' Murray to 264 Sig Sqn good luck on the 

course later this year, and to Sig 'Taff' Waters who has managed to 
escape to 19 Inf Bde HQ and Sig Sqn. 

We welcome Cpl 'Taff' Donovan and his family, also Sigs Jobson 
and Rankin. 

3 DIV OFFSHORE SAILING REGATTA 
The last 3 Div offshore regatta that will be held in Germany took 

place in May. After a poor initial response there were eight units 
competing in the weeks racing around the waters off Kiel and North 
into the Danish islands. 

The conditions during the regatta varied throughout the week, with 
squally force six at times and no wind at all during the over·night race, 
leaving some crews bobbing around in circles. The racing was very 
close with 22 Sig Regt and 26 Eng Regt providing the hottest competi
tion for the regiments crew. 

After a week of hard sailing and many long hours on deck the 
Regiment won the regatta by a good margin to take the Divisional 
trophy back to Bulford. 

Col Evans (left) Chai rman Div offshore saili ng afte r presenting t he 
t rophy to Capt Clark (Skipper). The crew (I to r) Capt Turner, 

Sigs Stevenson , Firth and Cpl Phoenix 

TH E WI RE, OCTOBER 199 2 

204 Sig Sqn (4 Armd Bde) 
BFPO 17 

Sqn Comd Maj Charles Turner 
2IC Capt Don Pawlow 
Comms Tp Comd Lt Andy Chessum, SSM W02 (SSM) Pete 
McElwee, YofS W02 (Yof ) Geoff Robinson, FofS W02 (FofS) 
Brian White, SQMS SSgt (SQMS) Paul Wareham. 

The trend over the last few months has been for more goodbyes 
than hellos and so it continues. In the past two months we have said 
goodbye to: LCpl 'Skins' Lawton-whose farewell speech will long be 
remembered, LCpl Paul Hinshelwood, Cpls Paul Beatie, 'J. T.' 
Thomas, LCpls Richie Gostellow, Steve Cooper and Ged Bromley. 
Our best wishes go with them. Only two hellos and these to W02 
(FofS) Brian White and Sig Brendan Kinahan. 

With the date for the movement of the Squadron's various assets 
becoming ever more certain preparations are going on apace in the 
various departments. The panzers are acquiring a new coat of paint 
and some unusual motifs in readiness for their move to 215 Sig Sqn 
in Tidworth. Work in the LAD is as intense as ever. SSgt Al Backshall 
and his crew have managed to keep up to schedule despite being short 
staffed and having no crane on their FV 434. Some of the Squadron's 
most unsung heroes, however, are to be found in the SQMS's 
department. SSgt Paul Wareham and his team have spent many hours 
of backloading equipment and dealing with the many complications 
that have inevitably resulted from drawdown and the continuing 
legacy of Op Granby. 

EXERCISE ROAMING TRIANGLE 
The Squadron held an adventure training week in the Harz in July. 

The format of the week was somewhat different to previous years 
which came as a shock to some who found themselves taking part in 
an outward bound style exercise. 

Sgt Mark Holden looks for inspiration at the start of the Oker 
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After arriving at Torfhaus, the three teams taking part in the 
exercise were met by the DS headed by Lt Andy Cbessum and Sgt 
Steve Goodyear. They were given tents, a space in the woods and the 
rest of the day to prepare for Ex Rat's Runaround. The following 
morning the teams set off on the first leg of the exercise which 
consisted of a series of timed walks at the end of which was a task 
to be completed in order to receive the next grid. Activities ranged 
from command tasks to canoeing. 

At the end of the exercise the winners were Team 2 captained by gt 
Mark Holden. The winners received commemorative walking sticks 
and there were consolation prizes for the other teams. 

On the final day those with energy left were able to attempt to canoe 
the River Oker whilst the majority opted to take a trip to East 
Germany to visit the regional town of Wernigerode. 

FAMILIES DAY 
The Squadron held a families day on Sunday 28 June. We were, 

fortunately, blessed with fine weather which ensured a good turnout. 
Visitors were able to see Brigade Main in all its glory, then, suitably 
inspired, the wives were able to try their hand at driving a 432 under 
the watchful eye of LCpl Colin Brotberstone. There were also 432 
rides for those brave enough to trust their children to Cpl Paul Beatie 
(driver) and LCpl Scott Soulsby (Commander). . 

Meanwhile LCpls 'Barney' Balmforth and Gaz Taooer had devised 
a small obstacle course for any fledgling PTis. From there the kids 
could go on to the 'wet sponge' range with targets in the form of 
Mickey Mouse and Donald Duck (alias SSM Pete McElwee and Mrs 
Andrea Balmforth}. 

For those with a masochistic streak Sgt Roy Hawke and SSgt Al 
Backsball provided a pillow fight with a difference. The difference 
being that the loser was plunged into a pool of wate; .. The final s~~d 
was provided by the MT. This was a very tough dnvmg competition 
which involved negotiating one of the two Ford Escorts around a 
course which called for judgement and coordination. The judges were 
Sgt Terry Hague and LCpl Steve Puckering. After all of this there was 
a chance to take refuge in the Beer Tent and 'pig out' at the barbecue. 

This was a very successful day which was well supported by the 
families of the Squadron and the Brigade staff (including Brig Reith 
and his family). Thanks go to Families Officer Sgt Steve Goodyear 
who made it all happen. 

LCpl Steve Puckering hoping for a job on 'Top Gear' when he 
leaves the Army 
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PER ONALITIES 
Sqn Comd Maj Don Steele 
2IC Capt John Dakin 
A Tp Comd 2Lt Nik Bruce, B Tp Comd Sgt Taff Webb, SSM W02 
( M) Duncan Hall, YofS W02 (YofS) Phil Jones, FofS SSgt (FofS) 
Hugh Barclay. 

A BUSY TWO MONTHS 
At the end of July the Squadron dissolved into block leave 

following an exceptionally busy time-three major exercises since the 
beginning of June, a number of inspections, guard duties and various 
other 'taskings'. 

EXERCISE HALBERD HUNTER 
This was the 11 Bde concentration, although with only a couple of 

units participating it was more of a small gathering. It ran from 1-8 
July and was split into three phases. 

TRAINING PHASE 
Shortly after arrival on Soltau Training Area, the Squadron went 

through various military topics in preparation for the main exercise 
phase. These included GPMG, Section Battle Drills and anti-ambush 
drills, followed by both day and night cross country driver training. 

It was time for some people to try their hand at being real 'cowboys' 
across the training area, (one shouldn't talk about the SSM or Sig 
Steve Francis like that). Sgt Kev Bullen, although an HGV instructor, 
demonstrated how not to get bogged in. 

Sgt Kev Bullen demonstrates how not to bog in a Bedford 

BRIGADE TRAINING PHASE 
This involved- visiting other participating units for first aid 

navigation and signals (courtesy of 19 Sqn RCT). With the aid of 
some 'armoured farmers', the Squadron was able to dig-in the entire 
Bde HQ. A chance for most people to experience the delights of trench 
digging, and for 2Lt Nik Bruce to prove he had learned something at 
Sandhurst. 

About this time we suspected that we had a spy amongst our 
number. Cunningly disguised as Cpl Brian Naylor, the infiltrator wa$ 
caught early one morning attempting to fire a cup of coffee from 20m 
at the Sqn Comd. Fortunately, just prior to firing, he tripped on one 
of our many but cunningly placed low camstring entanglements. 

EXERCISE PHASE 
The ~rst major enemy offc:nsive came just before dawn on day six 

producmg a handful of survwors. Amongst the valiant injured was 
none other than the SSM W02 (SSM) D. Hall who had led the defence 
of the HQ from the front; a shame he was shot in the back! The attack 
created so much noise that even SSgt Tony Slaney and Sig Stone were 
awoken from their 'Sleeping OP' I ' 
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There then followed a mass exodus from our giant hole in the 
ground, and a move across rugged terrain by night. A task easily 
achieved by the navigational skills of 2Lt Nik Bruce. But our 
departure from our new found home did not last long. We returned 
a day later to find the gaping hole still there. Our return was marked, 
as was Endex, by yet another enemy attack. This time it was thwarted 
by members of the URS and ERV who fought a gallant battle from 
their sleeping bags. 

An enjoyable exercise that brought out the true character of some 
Squadron members. 

BAITLECAMP 
After the Brigade concentration everybody had, or thought they 

had, the feel for being real infanteers. However, one soggy night far 
away from their AFV's soon brought them back to reality, 
particularly after they had 'enjoyed' a delightful meal of fresh chicken 
that had been killed, gutted, cooked, eaten (and promptly spat out in 
most cases), by each section. Then started the fun on the ranges. 

Each day was organised so that every Section would visit two range 
practices and two stands. Ranges included were Section in defence, 
GPMG, CQB, Fire team F & M and a shoot with the German G3 
weapon. The latter came from the German soldiers taking part in the 
Battle Camp. Stands included intro to SA WES, NBC, command tasks 
and LAW 94. Owing to the distance between the two halves of Hal tern 
training area helicopters did the ferrying. This gave each section (and 
the Sqn Comd) a chance to rope down. 

One of the night activities included a live fuing ambush which 
turned out to be very realistic and enjoyable. Some 2,000 rounds were 
fued down the range in the first 20-30 seconds. Unfortunately, only 
about lOOJo actually hit a target! The SSM was once again in the 
picture when he was brutally attacked by a Figure 11 target and 
dislocated his shoulder. 

The grand finale was the march and shoot competition over a 
distance of 5 to 7km, depending on whether you went the right way 
or not. This was followed by 30 secs to shoot down a number of 
targets. Congratulations to Cpl Pryce and his section on winning the 
competition. 

Each section was then cunningly fooled into thinking they were 
going into a gas chamber . However, as they entered the gas 
'chamber', they were presented with a couple of beers each. This 
produced some surprised faces, especially when trying to incorporate 
the emergency drinking drills! This marked the end of the 1992 Battle 
Camp, easily the best that most had been on. 

W02 (SSM) Duncan Hall briefs a section. 'Now remember guys, 
those targets are lethal when they jump you!' . Whilst SSgt 
'Barney' Barnard instructs on how not to burn yourself when 

lighting a thunderflash 
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RHQ 
We said farewell to the Adjt Capt David Raleigh posted to 11 Sig 

Regt. He was replaced by Capt John Charnock. Mrs Jenny Hart, long 
standing filing clerk left to join her husband in JHQ, and was replaced 
by Mrs Jane Large; Cpl George Forman departed for a six month tour 
of the Falklands; SSgt Steve Bench AG Corps returned to the fold at 
Worthy Down being replaced by W02 Ash Firt~j Pte Mary McGurk 
arrived to replace Cpl Dave Milton posted to ttQ I BR Corp, and 
finally Cpl Paul Buckley gained a well deserved promotion to Sgt, we 
now have an Orderly Room Sgt. 

Cpl Ian 'in civvies again' Bayley completes final documentation 
with Cpl George Forman, LCpl Wicks and LCpl Micky Rooney try 

to look busy 

Amid all this change we managed to fit in a games day/night against 
RHQ 4 Armd Div HQ and Sig Regt, the only bright spot during the 
day for us was the weather, we lost every game, the least embarassing 
being a 17-10 defeat in the softball match, (obviously not such a big 
hit for us). The evening was just winding up with all parties suitably 
refreshed when the Adjutant appeared, apologising for his absence 
during the day, explaining that he had been forced to join the CO for 
a spot of fishing. Proof of the trip, was a 2lb Rainbow Trout which 
almost cleared the bar and caused a dispute over ownership between 
Cpls Billy Flemington and Ian Bayley who thought the fish would 
make an ideal gift for his father who was visiting the UK. 

One final point, Supt Clk WOl Tom Dean was most disappointed 
when he found out that his posting to Blandford had been cancelled 
'Never mind Sir, 9 Sig Regt aint so bad! 

TRUNK NODE 021 
Tp Comd 2Lt Greg Wilson 
Tp SSgt SSgt 'Brummy' Box 

The Troop Commander is currently away enjoying the relaxing 
climate of Lympstone on his Commando course. 

We say farewell to SSgt Clive Doughty and his wife Janet, he moves 
to 8 Sig Regt on promotion . Congratulations go to LCpl Stu Hulse o_n 
his recent marriage to Jackie and also to LCpl Jim Mason on his 
marriage to Sara. A big congratulation also goes to Cpl Roy Carter 
on his promotion to Sergeant. 

Last but not least welcome to SSgt 'Brummy' Cox and his wife 
Wendy. 

FIELD FffiING 
Sgt Phil Price organised a two day field fuing exercise at 

Sennelager. Sgt Tom Smith and Cpl 'Tank' Sherman were borrowed 
from other Squadrons as DS to run three ranges; CQBR, pairs fire 
and manoeuvre and section-in-defence. Many of the Troop had never 
been on a CQBR before but made the most of this opportunity. There 
was certainly no lack of enthusiasm. Special mention should go to Cpl 
Roh Clark and also to LCpl Paul Allen for his amusing attack on the 
moving target (which didn't!) 
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The afternoon was dedicated to the GPMG and LMG and the 
evening was spent putting more link together and filling more 
magazines! 

Day two and the section-in-defence range gave an excellent 
opponunity to practice oral orders and these were given by LCpls 
'Patch' Patterson and Del Parkinson. During this range the trenches 
were occupied under the cover of simulated incoming mortar smoke 
and during the 'defence' of the position the section came under 
simulated mortar fire . Mention must go to Sig Robinson for his slick 
drills on the LMG, to Cpl Tony Martin for his nonchalant attitude to 
incoming mortar rounds and finally to Sig 'Legionnaire' Safhill for 
his ability to convert lead to brass in the shortest possible time. 

TRUNK NODE 022 
EXERCISE MARBORE QUADRANT 
Exped Leader 2Lt Tudor Hill 
2IC Sgt Matt Hughes 

Ex Marbore Quadrant saw some of the Troop rumble down to the 
Pyrenees in Landrovers so cunningly civilianised that most people 
guessed them to be British Army wagons painted blue with civvy 
plates. 

After 24 hours on the road with only one puncture we took a night's 
rest in the Mediterranean resort of Agbe. This sleepy fishing town 
happened to be crowded with European Cup Final supporters. 
Typically British we decided not to side with the footballing machine 
but sat down with some Danish ladies. 

Suitably refreshed we arrived in the Vallee au Lys, spent two 
glorious days rock climbing cooling off in the late afternoon sun with 
a little bridge jumping. 

On the third we headed on to the Cirque de Gavarnie-the largest 
limestone Cirque in Europe. Having weaved a 41/i hour path up 
through this obstacle we took shelter from the deteriorating weather 
at the Refuge de Savvadets. The next day saw fresh snow on the 
ground. The view was something to be savoured as we crossed through 
the Breche de Roland into Spain. The rest of the expedition took us 
gradually down from 2,850m, through ice caves and down the Auisclo 
Canyon. After all this we had to contend with the French lorry drivers 
but managed to drive either through or round them to make it back 
to Herford. 

The Marbore ice caves (/ to r) Cpl Neil Braisdell, LCpl Stu Abbott, 
Cpl 'Charlie' Brown and Sig Johnny Slater 
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TR ODE 023 
Life i no run of the mill fairy tale in this node. The Troop saw two 

da of Herford in June; thanks go to Flying Falcon, Calm Fence and 
ummer Sales . After that we returned to go on challenge pursuit camp 

in the Harz mountains. 
t 'Operator Grand Slam' Grandison leaves for 4 AJ?SR o~ 

promotion. He has been replaced by SSgt Clarke (yes, he ts a ski 
in tructor) who i al o trying to get the Troop computerised, still 
waiting. Also newlv arrived, with adventurous training qualifications 
i gt ick Bell, a, pre ent training in Sardinia. 

And finally a welcome to Sgt Taff Meadon who would like everyone 
to know that he i a canoeist and a cyclist. Done! 

Congratulations go to Sgt Ron Atkinson and LCpl Walmsley on 
their recent promotions. 

EXERCISE CLA IC Q ADRANT 
Tasch, Switzerland provided the base camp for six intrepid venturers 

as they were gently introduced to all aspects of high level trekking . Lt 
Andy addington led the famous five of 2Lt J . 'Arnie' Evans, Cpls 
Mudie, Ron Atkinson, LCpl Gingell and Sig Walmsley. 

Weather conditions were mixed, gortex waterproofs being" well used 
as were the compasses as a result of reduced visibility below lOOm. 

The team was successful in achieving a height of 3,782m Alphabel 
Jack on the fifth day and, in total, climbed a combined height of some 
13,000m over the course of the week. 

A well earned day of R & R saw the team skiing or snowboarding 
at Zermatt and despite blisters and tired feet the opportunity of a 
posed photo could not be missed as the picture shows. 

TRUNK NODE 024 
Tp Comd Lt Brian Alderson 
Tp SSgt SSgt Paul Shenton 
Sys Sgt Sgt Jim Stephen, RR Sgt Al Keen, Tech Sgt Sgt Andy 
Saunders. 

On the sporting front 024 have excelled again with no less than three 
of the Troop representing Great Britain in the Olympics. LCpl Wells 
in the 50km fatigues; Sgt Al Keen on 'Tetris' and Sig Shaun Adams 
windsurfing somewhere! 

We say goodbye to Sig 'Biff' Bailey and his wife Birgit who now 
reside at 24 Civvy Street and to 2Lt John Evans who called in for a 
coffee but is now in Blandford on his Troop Commanders' Course. 

EXERCISE ELEPHANT QUADRANT 
Some 60 members of the Squadron deployed to the Harz mountains 

in July for the Challenge Pursuit Camp. The advance party got away 
early on Sunday morning. SSgts John Cambridge and Ron Brent left 
some time later and after 3 Yi hours driving pulled up at the campsite 
to find that the advance party had not yet arrived. This was due to a 
temporary state of geographic disorientation by a borrowed Sgt. 

Finally Sgt Frankell led Lhe strays into camp and the heavens 
opened up to check if we all had our waterproofs with us. 

The main party arrived a few hours later despite an accident with 
the baggage truck which aqua planed into a tree. 

Fortunately neither crew was badly injured LCpl Harris and Sig 
Jones suffered only minor injuries. 

The week was spent carrying out a number of activities including 
trekking, canoeing, top roping, abseiling and mountain biking. The 
Sqn Comd Maj Simon Purser spent one night listening to the sounds 
of Lhe wild life, W02 (SSM) Staynings was asked to move tents the 
following day (to the other side of the campsite) . Despite bad weather 
at the start it was a good week's adventurous training. 

ROETGEN FIVE-A-SIDE COMPETITION 
Roetgen was the venture of this year's annual five-a-side com

petition hosted by 16 Sig Regt. 
It was the idea of Cpl Tony Martin and SSM Staynings that it would 

beg~ for l Sqn to enter a team for this year's competition.' 
Ongi~~y it was planned to take an eight man squad down to the 

compelltJon but ~ue to summer leave and other commitments only six 
players were availa~I~ to make the four hour journey. 

16 tea~s. J;>oth military and _G~rrnan started the competition and 
after. t~e mmal_ games were split into a league and plate competition 
cons1Stmg of eight teams in each. 

7 Sig. ~egt won the first game on penalties 5-4 to go into the cup 
compebuon. 

The teams in the cup were 21 Sig Regt, RAF Police, 1 Sqn 16 Sig 
Regt _and a team from the Bundespost. 

7 Sig Regt went on to three victories and one draw to win the trophy 
for the Squadron and the Regiment. The members of the team were 
Cpl Martin, Lawes, LCpls Petts, Davies, Sigs Johnson and 
McDonald . 
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Special mentions must go to Cpl Martin for organising the team's 
entry into the competition and to Sig Johnson for outstanding playing 
skills. Had there been a man of the tournament award he would have 
been top of the list. Also the team would like to thank the members 
of Roetgen Site for an enjoyable day out and a well organised 
competition. 

THE HERFORD OVAL 
BY WSgt Debbie Gosnell 

The weather was ideal and the pavilion well laid out with the 
sandwiches, cakes, coffee and Pimms. All that was needed now were 
the teams. The seniors looking very professional in their crisp whites 
led by W02 (YofS) Mick Dawson and the officers Jed by Maj Nelson . 
First in was the CO bowled to by WOl (RSM) Mick Bohanan, the first 
ball was what should have been a good catch for Mick Dawson, but 
it seemed to just 'jump' out of his hands. Sgt Mark Neighbour 
obviously does not worry too much about his career as it did not take 
him long to bowl the CO out. The officers thought I was scoring 
incorrectly as after each one of them were out they would visit the 
scorers table and try to distract my attention hoping that I would miss 
something. 

With the officers all out for 67 it was time to break for tea. The 
Pimms flowed and the cakes and sandwiches were soon demolished 
and it was time for the seniors moment of glory. First it was our star 
player Sgt Martin Allwork who managed to score 14 runs but his 
luck ran out with a good catch by Maj Brannigan. The star of the 
match was definitely W02 (YofS) Mick Dawson who had to make 
amends by missing the CO's catch. He was helped by SSgt P. C. 
Collins and Sgt Stevie Anderson to finish the match with the seniors 
scoring by 71. The officers supplied seniors with a dozen bottles of 
champagne (I never got so much as a bubble, I wonder why!) The cup 
will spend yet another year in the silver cabinet of the Sergeants' Mess. 

SSQUADRON 
Capt Tod has been posted in and takes over as 21C Squadron. His 

predecessor, Capt Deans has moved to bigger and better things, an 
inter-Squadron posting to the Ops Cell . SSgt (YofS) Jerry Hughes is 
also a new arrival and is the Yeoman for A5 Tp. 

Congratulations to LCpl Baird , the Squadron clerk, who has 
recently been promoted. 

GULF MEDAL PARADE 
The Gulf medal presentation went ahead in the form of a 

Regimental parade. W0 2 (FofS) John Thomson was caught on the 
wrong foot, so to speak, when he was informed at short notice he 
would command the medal party. A Foreman conducting drill on the 
RSM's Regimental square! Whatever next? Apart from the heat, 
which caused some of the parade to adopt the horizontal mode, the 
parade went well. 

EXERCISE ALPHA QUADRANT 
report by Sigs Ian Kennedy and Jo Smallman 

This year's Summer Camp took place in the Harz Mountains. The 
days started with an early morning swim in the Jake, where we freely 
mixed with the local brass monkeys who were searching for something 
or other. After breakfast, three activities were on offer. 

Rock Climbing and Abseiling were instructed by LCpl Andy 
Cowens and 'Dutch' Holland . It proved to be very successful and 
exposed a couple of closet 'Spidermen' in the shape of Sig Kev 
Roberts (who also doubled up as local LO) and LCpl Tracey 
Chapman (who also managed to fit in some cooking). LCpl Chapman 
demonstrated the truth of the old adage 'Never fight with a wasp 
whilst hanging off a rock face with one hand .' 

The windsurimg instructors, SSgt 'Earthquake' Skinner and LCpl 
Steve Welland had their work cut out mainly due to lack of natural 
wind . However, not all was lost. 

Cpl Bob Porter provided us with a very interesting walk ending at 
the Brocken, a former East German listening post. Quite a tiring walk, 
but not so exhausting that all personnel couldn't move fast enough to 
keep their blisters away from LCpl Andy Cowens and his Tine Benz. 
After a hard day's work , it was back to the camp site for a barbecue 
and a few quiet beers whilst being regaled by Sgt Ginge Rogers about 
what he would have done if the adrnin hadn't taken all his time. 

NOTICES 

THE COST OF THE WIRE FOR 1993 IS £1.30 per 
copy; £7.80 per annum. 
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... for 
• convenience. 

. .. on camp 

... on ships 

... on active duty. 

Always there 
when you need us. 
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D L AREWELL 
On 1_5 July Brig J. H .. Alm~nds paid his last vi it to 9 Sig Regt prior 

to lea\'mg Cyprus. During his farewell lunch in the Officers' Mess a 
fon~ fare~vell was also gi~en to Maj Brian McAneny on his retirement. 
He 1 takmg up a po t with the Territorial Army. Best wishes for the 
future. 

fl to RJ: W01_ (RSM) D. Chrystal, Lt Col N. C. Jackson, Brig J. H. 
Almonds, Mai M. R. G. Stockdale, Maj F. A. Bancroft and Maj B. 

McAneny 

CHl~DREN'S ACTIVITIES ATAY NIK 
W:1th the scho?I holidays upon us, a youth activities programme was 

run IIl the ~orrungs. After a visit to both the dog section and Saddle 
~lub the _children were marched along to the QM's department and 
gwen uruforms. Th~y ~ere then instructed on a few basic drill 
movements ~efore being inspected by WOI (RSM) D. Chrystal BEM 
andk Sgt Wngley · Thanks must go to all of the parents who helped 
ma e the programme fun and run smoothly. 

OFFICERS' MESS v SERGEANTS' MESS CRICKET MATCH 
The Great Leveller 

The 
1
annual cricket match between the Officers' and Sgts' Messes 

w~ Payed ~n Sunday 28 June, Princess Royal Day at A · 
1kola?s: This fixture t':11<1itionally provides a hard fought ~J 

fnt~rtai~dng game played in good spirit with the trophy going to the 
osmg. s1 e, to help overcome disappointment This year was no 

exception. · 
'.fhe S~s won the !oss and decided to bat. They started scorin 

bns~ly with al_! of their top batsmen reaching double figures and s ~ 
Colm Buck bemg forced to retire for scoring more than 25 Thi fl · g 
~tartrwas slowed down towards the end of the innings by. soO:e io~~ 

ow mg and_ the Sgts tol.al was limited to 126 Particula · 
sh?~ be made of the AAdjt, Lt Lesley Alie~ who ca;t:;:~dut~~ 
b:lin~~P of Sgt Paul Hammersley with a dev~ating spell of slow 

ct1"~eb~g~~S1{f1 ~Office~s started well.with fine innings from the 
drop behind th . Again good bowbng forced the Officers to 
20 overs. - e run rate, and they eventually scored 104 runs in their 

wi~e ~Oc~' Col Nigel Jackson received the trophy from the RSM 
good g~me :;;sh~eBE~\ an~ thanked everyone _for playing such ~ 
barbecue laid on by ~h~iSsgts. , ~h teamds t1hen enjoyed an extensive 

ess an P otted for next year. 

ANNUAL BAZAAR AND FETE 
The Sergeants' Mess has been charitably linked over a numbe5 of 

~~!gt~~~h~~Jt~hn's the Mercifu~ a~d w_ere only too willing to help 
chairs for their a~~~ete~_0{~eT~sU1m~gt~ to trovide tables and 

f~~dt~~e s~ec~~J~e s':i!th ~rs Barb;ra Van J:;~nohu~~t~, ~~~~l~ 
Red ' n argreaves, and the MTO Capt 'Sk. • 
movi:J'~~ g:~~~ P~~ing phase unde~ay . Volunteers from the Miss 
The task compllted the~~f~~~!s~chau:s fand h<1;rdware to Larnaca. 
home to t II f h an in ormahve tour around the 
After a s~~saful o B~ 50 resident_s and look around the facilities . 
Barbara brought out the :a~~~ ~nad~g S~ hh~s:iswas organised and 
but the RSM confiscated it It . ·f e1 a o produced a crate 
Mess meeting, a more app~opr~~~ ~~n~~~ ater produced at the next 
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The phot<?graph shows the helpers, some are hard to distinguish 
from the residents however. They are: Sgts Nelson Long W02 Sm 
wot (RSM) Chrystal, Flt Sgt c. T. Morris W02 P~nton wcii. 
(RQMS) Taylor, Flt Sgt Edwards, Sgt Miller: W02 (YofS) Wood 
SSgt Finch. Other helpers not shown were Sgt Reid-Hanson WO:i 
(SSM) Hallet, Flt Sgt Tomblin, W02 Widdecombe Sgt Ellis and 
W02 Malley. ' 

-A quick break before the work starts 

QM TROOP 
!he all-island Ch~ri~y Raft Race held on 13 June saw SSgt 'Dusty' 

Miller, Sgt John Wllbams, Cpls Louise Moore and Stewart Taylor 
enter as a tea~. After having a good start the team encountered 
probl_ems as their raft began to take in water and became waterlogged 
Despite the muscle pow~r on board the team were exhausted and 
~ecause of th~ ~ce~s weight of water in the raft were unable to lift 
1ht across_ the fm1sh line. All was not lost as the team was adjudged to 

ave firushed 3rd overall. 
A successf~l Clay Pigeon and Archery afternoon, with W02 Dick 

Taylor emerging as the overall champion was rounded off with 
barbecue. ' a 

Pte '.Stan' Stanley organised a Car Rally which had Troop members 
~earching through the Cyprus villages for clues. However after two 

ours the call of the bar and barbecue became too much for the 
~embers to handle and everyone headed back to eat and drink~ th 
rught away. e 

1
JSgt Dave ~yland organised a very successful Try-Dive on the 16 

Y at Dheke~a Beach and a good time was had by all. 
CongratulatJons go to Cpl Danny Ford on his marriage to Mandy 

N Th&,Troop would like to welcome the new arrivals including· RQ 
at le, SSgt Eddy Grattidge, Cpls Neil Roome Fiona Ga~ock 

LCpl Carole Cullen and Helen Hughes our new derk/Typist. ' 
MF~~ farewe_lls to W02 Jeff Smith, SSgt Dave Leyland, Cpls Joe 

Cl
c k/Tey, _Louise Moore, LCpl Kay Wood and Wendy Human our 
er yp1st. 

I i ' 
- ---~...-L-- ----

i I 
- ~ - -- --

(RSM) D. Chry~tal .a~d Sgt R. F. Wrigley with the children 
after their v1s1t to the QMs department 
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ALL ISLAND CHARITY RAFT RACt: 
This year's Cyprus All Island Charity Raft Race took place on 

Saturday 13 June at Cessac Beach, Dhekelia. The event was to raise 
m<?ney for the qreat Ormond Street Children's Hospital and also local 
children's hospitals. 

It was hoped that TM Tp would enter two teams but with a week 
to go the Telemechs decided .to pinch back their' raft leaving the 
workshop team up the creek without a paddle! The remaining team 
comprising LCpls Rich~e Gathercole, Ian Low, Sigs 'Yorlde' Sowde~ 
and ;Matt Eades, conunued to re-vamp their reacquired raft in a 
calmmg shade of fluorescent orange! 

The team, raft and 'co~ch' Sgt Jill Redpath, arrived at Cessac 
Beach early Saturday morrung to put the finishing touches on the raft 
alth.ough no one ~eemed t,o think it was a good idea for Sig Matt Ead~ 
to tie an o_range Wolves flag to the aft of the raft! This was proven 
when the J~dges came round to assess the sea-worthmess of the raft. 
After waf_flmg for a ~cod ten r:nii:iutes about how polystyrene was not 
the sole aid to flotation, we sull incurred some penalty points for the 
flag! 

At last the intrepid crew took to the high seas, armed with four 
dozen eggs-purely for tactical purposes- and the race was afoot. 
Once all the flour bombs, paint bombs, eggs and what looked like cat 
food had been thrown, the competitors took to the serious task of 
trying t_o keep t~e rafts af!oat and complete the course. Although our 
team did not wm, they did complete the course and cross the finish 
line intact. Alas, some did not even make the first buoy! 

Well done to the team and thank you to all who came and cheered 
us along. The raft has been put into retirement for another year
maybe the workshops can borrow it next year? 

Posing for the camera fl to RJ: LCpl Richie Gathercole, Sigs Matt 
Eades, Yorkie Sowden and LCpl Ian Low 

Photographs by Cpl Walton and WO 1 /RSM! D. Chrystal 

RADIO WORKSHOPS SEASIDE OUTING 
On a scorching Sunday morning in July, Radio Workshops and 

their families donned sunbats and bathers and headed north for a 
beach barbecue. 

They arrived at the beach to find SSgt Bob Wright's promise of a 
beach to themselves a bit of a stretch for the imagination-it was 
packed! Unperturbed, the barbecue was set up, and after a few games 
of murderball found that the beach wasn't as crowded as they first 
thought! 

Whilst the games were in progress, WOl (FofS) Willy Dott, SSgt 
Bob Wright and Sgt Dave Hizzett were tending the barbecue 
seemingly basting the chops but actually basting themselves with the 
lager. Eventually the meat was cooked and an excellent scoff was had 
by all. 

At the end of an excellent day everyone headed back tanned and 
exhausted, except Cpl Mick Lowery who'd spent the day asleep under 
a brolly! 

Thanks to all the wives who provided the salads-a novelty at 
barbecues for the singlies, and also to SSgt Bob Wright for organising 
a really enjoyable day . 

HELLOS, GOODBYES AND CONGRA.TULATIONS 
We would like to welcome, into the Troop, Sgt Al Holyoak and his 

wife Vicky, Sgt Dave Evans and wife Cheryl, Sgt Jon Watkins, Cpls 
Dave Adamson and Dickie Dickinson and JT Jim McMurdo. We 
hope that they all enjoy their tours in Cyprus. 
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Farewells go to S t Gu Marshall and Sue off to unny 
Blandford, Sgt Dave Hlzzett and Jan off to 'I, Cpl Daz Cole and 
Deb_bie off to sunny Catterick and his Tl-good luck on that. 

F~ally, not so much goodbye but adieu and congratulations to S t 
Martin Bain and Angy on posting to 259 Sig Sqn with promotion to 
SSgt. 

COMMSTROOP 
Tp Comd Capt A. P. Lomax 
YofS W02 (YofS) Chippy Wood 
SSgt SSgt Dave Leyland, Tp Sgt Sgt Walt Disney, DSOs A Shift- gt 
Mick_McCue, ~Shift-Sgt Pete Garside, C Shift-Sgt Chris Nelon, 
D Shift-Sgt Landa Halligan, Tp Clerk Cpl Eric Burns. 

NEW ARRIVALS 
The Troop welcomes SSgt Dave Leyland, Sgt Linda Halligan, Cpls 
t:ric Bums. Mark Andrew, LCpls Martin 'Johno' Johnston, Lorraine 
Burdon, Sigs Jimmy Mathieson and McGuffie. 

FAREWELLS 
Best wishes go with Sgt Mick McCue, Cpl Diane Lazzari, LCpl 

Debbie Cole on their way to Civ Div. SSgt Rob Ibbotson and LCpl 
Mick Madden to 242 Sig Sqn. 

THE ADVENTURES OF B SHIFT 
The daring pad shift ventured on to the high seas to experience 

waterskiing for the first time. With Sig Michaela Ross showing great 
adaptability by skimming the water, not on skis, rather using her 
posterior as an alternative. But at least she started off with the skis on, 
unlike Sgt Pete Garside who with that bemused expression of 'I'm 
sure I've forgotten something but just can't put my finger on it', 
proceeded to inhale large amounts of the Med! Everyone else (luckily) 
survived unscathed. 

EXERCISE BLUE LAGOON II 
On 17 July the Troop boarded HMS Napa Dolphin for stage two 

of Ex Blue Lagoon, organised by Cpl Eric Bums. Setting sail for the 
ship wreck Zenobia where Eric (a non-swimmer) soon learned that 
wearing mask and flippers doesn't unmediately accord oneself skills 
associated with swimming ie calmness and staying afloat. Ensuring 
everyone was back on board (especially Eric, (splutter)) we headed for 
our next destination Cape K.iti for waterskiing and inflateable linear 
craft training (banana boat rides) and a Greek style barbecue which 
ended a really great day. 

MARRIAGES 
We report another marriage in Cyprus, that of Sig V. Kent to LCpl 

'Beaker' Stringer. All the very best wishes go to them both from all 
in Comms Tp. 

A Y NIK CLAY PIGEON SHOOTING CLUB 
If you are posted to this Regiment you must visit the Ay Nik Gun 

Club which meets twice a week. 
We tend to shoot sporting, but we do have a good Skeet layout, 

and are currently building a new DTL (Down The Line) layout. The 
rest of the club is dotted with various traps: thus being able to produce 
a large variety of different 'birds'. 

To supplement our limited income, required to purchase 
equipment, we held a 100 bird sporting competition on the 16/ 17 
May, open to all forces and civilian personnel. In the weeks leading 
up to the competition our members arranged sponsorship, 
advertising, the setting up of shooting stands, refreshments and 
overall making sure that the shoot was going to be safe. Thanks to 
sponsorship from companies like Barretta, Browning and Larona 
guns, . Victory, Extra cartridges, Mitsubishi and Nissan motors we 
were able to provide all the cartridges, clay pigeons and, of course, 
prizes that we needed to make the competition a success. 

Over the two days, all the members and volunteers from King 
Richards School worked like there was no tomorrow. Competitor 
started arriving at 0800 hrs. Each shooter would visit five stands, each 
with different birds. The total number of birds being 50 on each day. 

With all the hard work going on, their appetites were rising and the 
cooks from the Regiment, along with some of the wives provided a 
sterling service, keeping everyone well fed and watered. 

The competition ended at tea time on Sunday afternoon. The CO 
Lt Col N. C. Jackson MBE kindly presented the prize . 

The competition was a great success, all the hard work had .,aid off 
and we raised enough money to buy some new and very much needed 
equipment. 
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pl WardJey, Cpl Jone . 
In the early day of change within the Troop I.he Trailblazer walking 

club was formed to enable members of the Troop and the Regiment 
to vi it places of interest in the vicinity. 

Regular trips to the Lake District proved rewarding and our 
younger soldier soon became aware of the activities being undertaken 
in the places they visited. 

On one of the walks, we came across a party of path builders who 
were working for the National Trust in the repair, relaying and 
updating of paths within the LangdaJe Valley. 

After being shown how the work is being done, we were shown 
where the path was to lead. It stretched from the l ,200ft already 
completed up to 2,600ft from where all you could see was the fell side. 

The path builders task is to repair two footpaths from the valley 
base up to the fell tops. This wouJd be a task of three years with some 
of the work undertaken by volunteers. On leaving we asked 'can we 
help tomorrow'? 

ext morning a party of 20 keen workers arrived and awaited the 
arrivaJ of the path builders. Andy, the team leader, quickly explained 
the day's task and the soldiers started moving large boulders in a chain 
to the area where the path was to be laid. 

Many varied sizes and weights were moved and with some it was a 
two, three or even four man lift, quite often uphill over uneven 
terrain. 

At the end of a very hard, but rewarding, day the team had enough 
stone in position to enable them to work for the next few weeks on 
just building the path. On our return to camp everybody agreed what 
a satisfying job it had been. 

As a result of I.he success of this venture it was decided to see if 
further help couJd be given. Contact with the NationaJ Trust soon 
proved very rewarding and after receiving permission we decided to 
give the path layers a helping hand whenever possible. 

umerous dates were agreed upon and in return the National Trust 
was able to offer free campsite facilities, help with adventure training 
with members of the locaJ mountain rescue team and expert 
instruction on work within the area. 

The day's waJks quickly became longer, visits of one and two weeks 
with equaJ time spent on conservation and adventure training. 

The total hours worked in the task of stone moving which proved 
to be the hardest job will enable the two paths to be completed ahead 
of schedule with many l ,OOOs of hours saved. 

Before winter set in we took part in an area litter sweep near 
Rosseth Tarn at 2,000ft and cleared the area of debris left by tourists. 

Winter work on the paths now wouJd be only on good weather days 
with our waJking time up to the fell extended to I \4 hours at each end 
of the day instead of Vi hour when we had first started. 

The winter tasks would involve low level path and fence work. 
We arrived one cold morning in the vaJley to be told we would be 

helping to lay out fence posts. The total distance would be 3 miles. 
Each soldier picked up the posts and waJked them out every 6ft. As 
the day progressed the distances walked increased and the party 
slowed down, the pile of posts did not appear co be getting any 
smaller. 

After all the posts had been deposited it was time to start to dig and 
knock them in. This proved a welcome change as the legs recovered 
whilst the arms got tired! , 

With the success of the conservation work, help with adventure 
training came from the local Mountain Rescue Team in hard hill 
walking, climbing and abseiling away from the normal tourist routes. 
Man}'. places not visited by the day-to-day walker resulted in, on one 
occasion, the ascent of Hell Gylle, a 700ft river gully which becomes 
enclosed and requires a hard climb out. 

Continuing with the success of our outings, it was decided to take 
one of the Troops on an adventure and conservation weekend. 

Our arrival in the afternoon was to a terrific thunderstorm. We 
were also only 6 miles from the wettest place in the UK. The tents were 
quickly put up and a hearty meal was eaten. 

The next day was clear and the party split into two. A conservation 
group of 25 moved even more stone. The remainder split into two 
parties. W02 ( SM) Guy took a party out to Hodge Close for the 
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130ft abseil while Cpl 'Trailblazer' Wardley took to the gullies and in 
a series of abseils showed the party how to abseil down a steep hill 
with crags. 

Tp Comd, Lt Baker, and the cadre visited. They climbed up to half 
way when a cry for help from Cpl Lee was heard . He was rescued by 
Sgt Green . 

The following two days saw more conservation, abseiling and fell 
walking when a party was taken by the rescue team up Lord's Rake. 

The weekend produced over 300 conservation hours and the Troop 
also raised a sum of £500 for the Mountain Rescue Team . 

The two paths are now progressing very well and should be 
completed many months ahead of the planned date. As one young 
soldier said, lifting stone is like serving a prison sentence but the paths 
are beautiful so it is a very worthwhile job. 

3SQUADRON 
PASS OFF PARADE 

Arter a year's training, 36 members of Iron Tp and 35 members of 
Kohima Tp passed off on a glorious Friday morning, with Brig J.M. 
MacFarlane (late RAEC), taking the salute. The occasion was unique 
in a number of ways as the two Troops are the last to complete the 
old style 12 month junior course, this being replaced by the shorter six 
month course. It was aJso the farewell parade for Maj R. J. Courtney 
MBE, retiring after 32 years service. We wish Maj and Mrs Courtney 
all the best in civvy street. 

Maj R. J . Courtney on his farewell parade 

WIMBLEDON 1992 
Once again a team of 12 Junior Leaders led by Lt Scott Youngson 

and Sgt John Laffey made the trip to Wimbledon this year to act as 
the court covering team for Number One Court. 

Unlike last year the Championships got off to a good start with the 
weather and play was virtually uninterrupted for the first week. This 
however presented its own problems for the team in that they had to 
remain alert. 

The team initially remove the cover daily at 0800 hrs and therefore 
until play starts at 1400 hrs there is little to do. Soon though the team 
began to recognise the players as they wandered around freely in the 
morning, and it wasn't long before JLdr 'Hawkeye' Smith had 
collected the autograph of most players and, was even given a towel 
by Jeremy Bates. This naturally helped maintain enthusiasm for the 
tennis! 

The second week's weather kept the team on their toes, but as usual 
they did their jobs well. The team certainly enjoyed Wimbledon. 
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IRON TROOP 
Iron Tp raised a totaJ of£ l ,246, donating £300 to local charitie• and 

£946 to the Darlington Day Care Appeal 
The Best Recruit Award was won by JSgt Crooks who also won the 

prize for Best Shot. The Best Endeavour Award was won by JLCpl 
Marsh. The new Iron Tp sees a change of personalities as we bid 
farewell to Capt Kevin Francis, Sgt Charlie Brown (on posting and 
promotion to 8 Inf Bde HQ and Sig Sqn), Sgt Adrian Jones (to Cyprus 
on promotion) and welcome to Capt Justin Smith and Sgt Tony 
Manktelow. 

JLdr Pimlott presenting the charity cheque to Mr Charlton of 
Darlington Day Care Appeal 

KOHIMA TROOP 
Kohima Tp raised a total of £1, 700 and donated £1,200 to the 

Swanage Railway and Cottage Appeal. 
The Best Recruit Award was won by JSgt Setchfield, but the overall 

Best Recruit was JSSM Nelson. 
We would wish to congratulate Sgt Greg Sharp on his recent 

promotion. 

Best Junior Award-JSSM Nelson - Kohima Troop presented by 
Brig J. M. MacFarlane 

NCO TRAI1 'ING Wl .G 
OC Wing Capt Rab Young 
Inf Adv Capt Ken Lonergan Cheshire 
QMSI W02 Kev •itzpatrick, SSM W02 Martin Chapman, SQMS 
SSgt Dave Petty, Clerk Mrs Heather Waites. 

RSSC TEAM 
SSgt Andy Terry, Sgts Yogi Cauldwell, Doc Savage and Ou ty 

Miller. 

RSDCCTEAM 
Sgts Mick Senior, Steve Crawford, Mark Leigh and Daisy Mundy . 

OFFICERS' /WARRANT OFFICERS' TRAI ING DAY 
The 16 July saw the Commanding Officers select XV join RSSC No 

12 for the field firing phase of the course battle exercise at Warcop. 
The 15 were made up of the Officers and Warrant Officers of the 
Regiment who couldn't find an excuse not to tear themselves away 
from the security of their barrack dress trousers and warm offices. 

Having arrived at Warcop and instructed on which end of a 5.56 
rifle pointed down the range, they were introduced to battle prep. 

The first of the three ranges they encountered was the !BSR which 
inclines towards the fodividual thinking for himself, combining stealth 
with speed of movement and accurate shooting which provided an 
opportunity for people to make a name for themselves. Notably Lt 
Gunny Smith being the Top Shot and Capt Andy McBain and Lt 
Eddie Marsh taking the DS sweepstake for style and movement. 

Next came the section in defence range which sorted out who would 
and who couldn't remember how to shout out their fire control 
orders. If this was a problem there was no trouble in shouting up for 
the brown frothing liquid at the locaJ watering hole after the day's 
training! 

Finally the CO's Select moved on to the All Arms Air Defence range 
where much good ammo was turned into wasted brass. However aJI 
credit to Capt Andy Cameron and W02 Dave Parry on downing a 
Mats 'A' Aircraft (even though the DS know it ran out of petrol). 

The day served to pull a lot of people out of stuffy offices and enjoy 
the fresh air and gun smoke of Warcop and also serve as valuable 
training to many who do not often have the opportunity to practise 
their basic skills even in a training Regiment. Well done to aJI those 
who attended. 

BROKEN RECORDS-RSSC NO 12 
A few words of congratulations go to Sgt Paul Morton (264(SAS) 

Sig Sqn) who not only gained Top Student placing on RSSC No 12, 
but also managed to break both the BFT and course cross country 
record which has stood for 18 months. 

HELLOS AND GOODBYES 
All the very best to W02 (QMSI) Al Boensch and his wife Pam, 

who go to 7 Sig Regt on promotion. Hello to W02 (QMSI) Kev 
Fitzpatrick and Debbie; welcome to Catterick. Also hello to a new 
arrival care of our Wing Clerk, Mrs Heather Waites, a lovely baby girl 
named April. 

Lastly but by no means least we say farewell to our OC Wing Capt 
Rick Licence and Jean who move down the road to 210 Sig Sqn to take 
post as Quartermaster, we wish you all the very best in your new 
appointment. Welcome to our new OC Wing, Capt Rab Young from 
7 Sig Regt. 

------<>---
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RHQ 
CO Lt Col P. A. R. Rouse 

djt Capt M. Griffiths 
djt Lt . \'. Robert , RSM WOl (RSM) M. Orange, Trg YofS 

\\01 (YofS) W. Riding, Chief Clerk W02 (ORQMS) P. Duffy. 

THE VI . IT OF THE IGNAL OFFICER IN CHIEF (ARMY) 
Maj Gen R. F. L. Cook visited the Regiment on 10 June. H~ had 

a bu y morning in which updates, briefing and a tour of the Regiment 
were followed by uch diverse activities as clay pigeon shooting and 
an L & GC !fedal presentation. The clay pigeon hooting was a great 
uccess, it involved a competition between a SOinC(A)'s team and a 

CO' team, it was a close run thing but Lt Col Rouse's team sneaked 
a win by a ingle point. Congratulations hould go to Lt Adam 
Parson for organising the event and also to Sig Mark Willerton for 
pro iding the technical know how. After the shoot the General went 
to the Sergeants' Mess to present LS & GC Medals to Sgts Michael 
Roe, Robert Bogan and Alan Ridley. 

LS & GC Presentation 
Standing (l to RJ: CO-Lt Col R. A. R. Rouse, Sgts Michael Rose, 

Alan Ridley, Robert Bogan and W01 (RSM) Mick Orange 
Sitting fl to RJ: Mrs Vivian Ridley, Mrs Carol Roe, Master Bobby 

Bogan, SOinC Maj Gen R. F. L. Cook and Mrs Andrea Bogan 

Sig Mark Willerton offers his advice to the SOinC 
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REGIMENTAL FETE 
The annual Regimental fete was held on 13 June and was again a 

great success. The main event was a six-a-side football challenge which 
was open to all-comer ; several Dutch teams entered, one of which 
won. There were numerous stalls which varied from a large military 
display, including MLRS to a small remote control car stall provi.d~d 
by Sgt Andy Hick and Cpl Mark Aves. The most popular was the 'Jrul' 
run by the following gaolers; Lalita Rouse, Mal Orange, Gaynor 
Gillan, Sarah Sibley, Tracy Edon, Ann Stavely and Mandy Trask . For 
a small fee you could have someone locked up, never to be seen again 
but for a slightly larger fee that person could buy themselves out-a 
real money spinner. 

FAREWELLS 
Sadly there are two farewells from RHQ, the 2IC and the AAdjt. 

Maj Tom McMahon, the Regimental 2IC, has left on Phase 1 
Redundancy, he takes a huge cheque and our best wishes with him. 
The AAdjt, Lt Sue Roberts has also departed. Sue has decided to 
become a choolie, good luck to her and her prospective pupils. 

!SQUADRON 
Sqn Comd Maj N. J. H. Naylor 
2IC Capt J. A. B. Floyd 
B & D Tp Comds Capt A. J. Clewlow, Lt A. J. Parsons SSM 
W02 (SSM) Mark Wright-Jones, SQMS SSgt (SQMS) Chris Hobbs, 
AIPT Cpl Ade Batty, Meg-The Shaking Guard Dog. 

COMMSTROOP 
PERSONALITIES 
Tfc Offr Capt Corcoran 
YofS SSgt (YofS) Ewart 
Admin Sgt Sgt McSorley, Day Worker Cpl Robson, A Shift Supv Sgt 
Reynolds, B Shift Supv Sgt Wilson , C Shift Supv Cpl Holdcroft , D 
Shift Supv Cpl Macinnes. 

COMINGS AND GOINGS 
We say farewell to Cpl Bill Macinnes (and his little red box) off to 

Hong Kong. We welcome to the Troop Sigs Ayre, Brennan and 
Saunders and hope they enjoy their tour. 

COMMS TROOP CHARITY ROAD RUN 
The day started off bright and sunny when an enthusiastic Troop 

of runners turned up to raise money for the Special Care Baby Unit. 
Dummies and bibs in hand, we set off for RAF Bruggen to compete 
in the Bruggen 10, a yearly event organised by the RAF. 

After driving round Bruggen once or twice and still not finding the 
starting line, our illustrious leader YofS Ewart rounded us up into a 
car park. He then proceeded to recce the area looking for the start 
line. Half an hour later our YofS turned up . 

Back Row fl to RJ: Sgt Mcsorley, Cpl Thwaite, LCpls Batty, 
Thompson, Harland, Brotherton, SSgt (YofS) Ewart, Cpl Hallam, 

Sgt Reynolds and Cpl Holdcroft 
Front Row fl to RJ: LCpl Gunn, Sgt Wilson, Sigs Bray and 

Robertson 
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The weather was very hot which made the run that much harder. 
The less serious runners of the Troop ran pushing a trolley with teddy 
bear and carrying buckets to collect money along the way so by the 
5 mile point we had probably run 6 miles. LCpl Yvonne H~rland and 
Sig Emma Robertson didn't think anything of running into bars and 
to the windows of the single accommodation to fill thei r buckets. Over 
600 DM was raised on the way round . LCpl Jayne Gunn made a 
supreme effort to finish the I 0 miles after pushing the trolley for the 
last 3 or 4 miles. A special mention must go to Cpl Dani Thwaite who 
finished in under 75 minutes and won a T-shirt for her efforts. 

All in all it was a very good day and everyone felt elated to have 
finished and received their medal. A barbecue, organised by Cpl Robo 
Robson and his wife, was held in our honour. The amount raised was 
DM 3114.63, a tremendous effort from well over half of the members 
of a small Troop. Well done to everyone who participated! 

ATHLETICS 
The Regimental athletic team finishing in the top three of the 

Morrison Cup is about as rare as the competition itself remaining dry 
for both days. Full support from the CO, Lt Col P. A. R. Rouse, 
ensured that all essential athletes were made available to compete in 
this annual family affair at Herford in early July. 

Thursday morning started well. Capt Phil Brown, the team captain, 
and LCpl Chris Wells settled into the pole vault event finishing 7th 
and 4th respectively. These results combined with the excellent efforts 
of LCpls Slug Sloan and Nobby Clarke RE, in the 5,000m, thrust the 
team into joint first place. Alas, this blistering pace was not to be 
maintained, but over the course of the two days there were many 
thrills, spills and lots of good humour. 

LCpl Andy Dale put his judo training to good use on the track. 
Having virtually knocked himself out in the steeplechase at the RCZ 
championships, he was determined to finish the 400m hurdles. Along 
the back straight LCpl Dale tripped but executed a stylish roll and still 
managed to beat someone, to the great delight of the spectators. Sgt 
Tony Mee APTC, LCpls Richie Richardson and John Berry proved 
that pre-event karaoke really does enhance performance. This 'jack of 
all trades' trio from the gym pulled off some spectacular results on the 
track and field. Newly arrived LCpl 'Bamber' Barron gave a fine 
demonstration of how to waltz with a hurdle whilst attempting to 
jump one from the wrong side. The injuries he sustained during this 
warm up session probably cost him a Morrison Cup record! Old man 
of the team, Cpl Jeff Astill RPC, realised that carrying a mill board 
round the barracks all day does not help when attempting to throw the 
hammer or javelin. Considering he was celebrating his 37th birthday, 
he acquitted himself with dignity. At the other end of the age scale, 
LCpl Lee. Ellaway and Sig Paul Browning made up in enthusiasm 
what they lacked in experience in their throwing events. 

Sgt King receives her gold medal from Comd Comms BAOR for 
the javelin. LCpl Cunningham received silver 

There were many notable performances. Pers~nal . bests were 
achieved by Cpl Ady Bakes in both the long and ~nple JU!11P•. LCpl 
Wells in the sprint hurdles and LCpl Richardson m the high JUmp. 
LCpl Chris Alderson drove through the nig~t from ~F Cosford 
having represented the Army in the Inter ~erv1.ces Meetmg. H: w~nt 
on to win gold in the IOOm and 200m A string fmal as well as wmnmg 
silver in the high jump. The team .also suffe~ed se~backs. L<?pl 
Graham Dixon pulled up in the B strmg IOOm fmal with h~mstnng 
problems, having been all set to win. His substitute in the sprint relay, 
LCpl Mark Wootton then broke ~is [oot 1.n. the fma~ of the I !Om 
hurdles. Despite finishing he was still d1squal1f1ed. Had 1t not been for 
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the tact that he had a ready produced two good re. ulcs in the long and 
triolc jum , h wouid have been made to hop back to Birgelen. 

The women's event · were held on the second day with the exce ion 
of the javelin which was won by gt ue Kin of TM Tp. Silver med ah 
were won by Sgt Jeanette Jensen in the I ,SOOrn, Cpl ue Yo t in the 
lOOm and LCpl Angela Cunningham in both the javelin and long 
jump. It was a shame that these results could not be incorporated into 
the team scores. 

By late Friday afternoon, it became obvious that the Regiment 
would secure third place. However, anything could happen on the 
relays. LCpl Berry borrowed a pair of spikes and became the second 
substitute for the sprint relay. The new look team of LCpls Berry, 
Wells, McCallum and Alderson spent 10 minutes practising 
changeovers before the race and then proceeded to win gold in under 
45 seconds. 

ORIENTEERING END OF SEASON REPORT 
The Regiment orienteering squad have enjoyed one of their most 

successful seasons ever, culminating with the ladies winning the 
Womens Services Army Championships in June. The team consisting 
of Sgt Jeanette Jensen, Cpl Sue Yost, LCpls Flossy Brotherton and 
Helen Bingham, qualified for the competition having won the BAOR 
Championships in April. After day one, the team had a 38 minute lead 
over nearest· rivals Comms and Sy Gp (UK), with two women running 
on each of the C and D courses. LCpl Brotherton was actually second 
on the D course, although this did not attract an individual prize. 
Despite the best efforts of the opposition in the relays on day two, Sgt 
Jensen, Cpl Yost and LCpl Brotherton all finished in the top third of 
their respective relay legs to maintain the lead and win the Army 
Championships for the second successive year. 

A list of achievements for the 1991-92 season is shown below: 

MENS TEAM 
R Signals (BAOR) Team Champions 1991 
RCZ League Champions 
RCZ Individual Champion-Capt P. A. Brown 
RCZ League Champion-Capt P. A. Brown 
RCZ League M35 third-Capt S. D. A. Turnock 
R Signals Champion (BAOR) 1991-Capt P.A. Brown 

WOMENS TEAM 
R Signals (BOAR) Champions 1991 
Pelham Trophy (RA) Champions 1991 
RCZ League Champions 
RCZ Team Champions 
BAOR Team Champions 
Army Team Champions 

Orienteering Squad 
Standing (L to RJ: Capt Turnock, Sgt Jensen, W01 Brisco, W02 
Maddison, Cpls Dapprich, Whitty, Sgts Devine, Matthews and 

Capt Brown 
Kneeling (L to RJ: Lt Hadden, Sgt Jensen, LCpls Bingham, 

Brotherton and Cpl Yost 

REGIMENTAL SWIMMING REGATTA 
The Regimental Swimming Regatta took place on Friday 24 July 

J 992. The day dawned sunny and hot, perfect conditions for a quick 
dip. I Squ's intensive training programme paid dividends, and they 
won three of the four individual events and all the relay events. Special 
mention goes to the main contenders, SSgt Mllrk Ewart, Cpls Willy 
Rushton, Dave White and LCpl 'Shacks' Sbacldeton. HQ Sqn could 
only manage a third place, despite the aliant efforts of that well 
known Duncan Goodhew lookalike, Maj Ian Dudding. 
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14 Sig Regt (EW) 
BFPO 23 

GULF MEDAL PRESENTATION 
On 30 July 1he Regiment held a parade to present Gulf medals to 

tho e who erved on Operation Granby and De ert Storm. Some 110 
per onnel recci ·ed their award . 

Following 1 pre emation from CO, Lt Col N. K. P. Hope MBE, 
the parade marched pa 1 watched by families and colleague . 

Lt Col N. K. P. Hope presents the Gulf Medal to Cpl Duffy 

ONE SQUADRON 
Sqn Comd 
21C 

Maj Nigel Harrison 
Capt Jonathan Gillepsie 

ADVENT RE TRAINJ G 
Ex 1ouflon Diamond saw members in Bavaria under the command 

of 2Lt Ben Kite and the frenzied activities consisted of mountain 
biking, canoeing, abseiling and hill walking. The cyclists were perhaps 
a liule over enthusiastic in trying to take an overland route which 
involved leaping barbed wire fences; Cpl Carter can vouch for this-he 
had several stitches to restore his good looks! Other highlights were 
an aerial crossing of Lech Falls much to the amazement of the tourist 
population and an evenings merriment with 16 Sig Regt, I Sqn JHQ 
as our guests-I'll leave details of the latter to the imaginations of the 
brave ... 

Sig Chatburn over Lech Falls 

RMCS DEMON TRA TION VERDEN 
I Sqn assisted by 2 Sqn vemured to Verden to enlighten some 

RMCS students about Electronic Warfare. This proved 10 be very 
uccessful. The day was of value to Lt Liz Matar (Sheila) who recently 

arrived from 'Down Under' with light relief for the day provided by 
2Lt Hetty teele-Mortimer who, posed with an over zealous question, 
hear~ 1he change-over whistle sounding in the background. This 
provided a clever exit from the dilemma. Smiling she responded 'I'm 
orry Sir, your time is up-I cannot answer that question'. 
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TWO SQUADRON 
Sqn Comd 
2IC 

Maj R. O. N. Evans 
Capt D. W. McCreath 

HELLOS AND GOODBYES 
Hello to WOl Dick Pickup from training wing, W02 Dave 

Stapleton from Berlin, SSgt Dave Exely from I Sqn. 
Goodbyes to W02 Cas Hayes to I Sqn and Cpl Jim Berry and 

family off to Cyprus. 

KILO TROOP 
Tp Comd 2Lt S. Copley 
Tp SSgt SSgt C. Moye 
Tp Sgt gt P. Bates, Tp Cpl Cpl Crawford . 

We say goodbye to Cpl Dave Coussons on posting to 249 Sig Sqn and 
Cpl Cam Logan on his move to I Sqn , also moving is our Australian 
Troop Senior W02 Mark Dickson to I Sqn. There has been a large 
influx of new arrivals into the Troop , too many to mention, welcome 
to you all . 

We would also like to take this opportunity to thank Sig Duggy 
Douglas for his organisation of the Troop 'Doo' . 

VICTOR TROOP 
PERSONALITIES 
Tp Comd W02 G. Dewar 
Tp 2IC W02 N. Mccreedy 
Tp SSgt SSgt A. Campbell. 

The Troop took part in the Squadron sponsored charity cycle ride, 
Ex Blazing Saddles. Cpl Todd McCartney decided that the minibus he 
was driving wasn't quite streamlined enough and dispensed with a 
couple of unnecessary items, the passenger-side wing mirror being 
one. The event was a complete success and many congratulations go to 
all involved, in particular to the four cyclists from the Troop, who 
completed the 820kms after only a short period of training. 

Congratulations go to LCpl Simon Robinson and his wife Lorraine 
on the birth of their daughter Zoe and Cpl Mick Dytham on his recent 
marriage to Helen and LCpl Mark Bloom on tying the knot with 
Lynette. Farewell to Sgts Steve Newton-Roberts, Al Davidson and 
Paul Gittins all posted to UK. Goodbye to Cpl Keith Barber to I Sqn 
and Cpl Steve Boddison to Comms and Sy Gp (UK) on his Tl. 

The Troop welcomes Sgt Andy Stewart, Cpls Andy Bruce, 
Christopher Clements, Chris Hill, LCpls Darren Murray, Steve Hall, 
Robert Rankin and Jim Whitehead. We hope that your stay with the 
Troop will be a good one. 

226 SQUADRON 
Sqn Comd Maj Vyv Thatcher 
21C Capt Murray Coleman 
SSM W02 (SSM) Martin Waclawek. 

We bade a hearty and fond farewell to W02 (SSM) Mal Geer and 
his wife Gill who move to 21 Sig Regt. We wish them and their family 
all good fortune in the future. 

In addition we were not slow to bid hearty, rousing and well 
deserved send-offs to Sgt Dave Wilson (on promotion), and Gaynor 
to Berlin, Sgt Lenny King and Sandra to Civvy Street, and to Sgt John 
Rutland and Diane, and Sgt Graham Warton and Wendy, to I Sqn. 

We welcome Romeo Tp from 2 Sqn into the new 226 Sqn and look 
forward Lo the creation of Kingfisher Tp in the not too distant future. 

In addition SSgt Alf Cupper is warmly welcomed back to the cut 
and thrust of Regimental life from 39 Sig Regt, and his wife Gill and 
son Robert. May you enjoy your tour with us. 

W02 (SSM) Martin Waclawek and his wife Karen are welcomed 
into the 'Hot-Hot-Hot' seat for what we hope will be an enjoyable 
tour. 

The Regimental Open Day was held in July and the gauntlet thrown 
down that the best Squadron on the day would win the CO's prize of 
DM 250. The theme was countries of the UK with each Squadron 
representing either England, Scotland, Wales or Ireland. 3 Sqn 
represented Wales. 

We cracked on and after much hard work produced the goods, 
naturall~ w!nning the prize by a long shot. In terms of fund raising 
for chanty 1t was a huge success but additionally, everyone had a lot 
of fun, particularly when the Sqn Comd and Comrns Tp Comd were 
in the stocks! 

THE WIRE, OCTOBER 1992 

ATHLETICS 
Athletics Officer: Capt Gillespie, Team Captain: Sgt Morri , 

Representative: SSgt Campbell, Chief Coach: SSgt (SSI) Henderson 
APTC. 

THE MORRISON CUP 
Following our first place in 22 Armd Bde Athletics Competition and 

a hard won second place in 1 Armd Div Championships, a hard three 
days work Jay ahead with the Morrison Cup taking place on 3 and 4 
July, and the BAOR . competition taking plac7 on the 5th. The 
Morrison Cup was considered up for grabs as 21 Sig Regt were not due 
to show, and we felt confident that we could do well despite missing 
some of our A string athletes through injury. By the second day, it was 
a two horse race with us chasing 4 Div right up to the final events. 
After an exciting finale 4 Div clinched it, beating us into 2nd place by 
a mere 3 pts . Congratulations go to them, and well done to our Iads
we nearly got there! 

It was a weary team that turned out for the B OR's the next day 
and the two days hard competition had taken its toll, with some of our 
athletes having to withdraw through injury . We made a spirited effort 
nonetheless, and came away with a creditable 5th place. 

Thanks go to SSgt Andy Campbell for taking some of the heat by 
attending as team rep at all the briefings etc. Thanks also to 'Muscles' 
Henderson for all his work and his help with team selection. Thanks 
to the CO for his support, and finally , !hanks lads fo r a good effort 
this season. 

Sgt Morris, Team Captain leads the way in the Long Jump 

FAREWELL TO LANGELEBEN 

LANGELEBEN CAMP 1951-1992 
1951 -1955 IOI Wireless Tp, I Wireless Regt 
1955-1956 2 Sqn, 1 Wireless Regt 
1956-1967 2 Sqn, 13 Sig Regt 
1967-1977 225 Sig Sqn 
1977-1985 I Sqn, 14 Sig Regt . 
1985-1992 Field Station Langeleben , 14 S1¥ Regt . , . 

'As the sun sets over this camp and all that 1t has achieved . .. With 
these words spoken by Maj Gen P.A. C. Baldwin, over 41 years of 
operational service came to an end at Langeleben Camp. The General 
had taken the salute at the Beating Retreat ceremony by the 
Regimental Band of the 13th/ 18th Royal Hus_sars (QMO). 
Symbolically alongside him had stood H~rr Alfred Kuchenthal, the 
Biirgermeister of Konigslutter, to emphasise the tre~e!'ldously stron.g 
links between the small German town and the Bnt1sh Army umt 
stationed nearby in the beautiful Elm hills. . . . . 

Around 200 former soldiers of the var~ous uruts staUol_led m 
Langeleben representing four decades of service, and representing the 
Corps, Int Corps, REME, RAPC and ACC, had .retu~ned to the small 
camp to say farewell to one of the best-lo~ed posungs m BAOR. Many 
messages of good wishes had been received from those not able to 
attend throughout the world, from the Bahamas to Oman, and a 
special one from former Sig Banks G., better known as Gordon Banks 
the former England goalkeeper. Best wishes were received_ from Comd 
Comms BAOR. Brig J. D. Stokoe CBE, MBE ~nd MaJ Ge~ P. D. 
Alexander CB, MBE, Chairman of the Royal Signals As~oc1auon. 

On the afternoon of Friday 26 June every.one assembled m the c~mp 
where aspects of the Regiment were on display. Two Sqn pr~v.1ded 
modern EW vehicles, and Three Sqn showed ~spects. o~ m1htary 
training and small arms including NBC and survival trammg. For a 
trip down memory lane 'a photographic displ~y had been assemb.led, 
sent in by old comrades, which documented hfe at Langeleben smce 
its inception in 1951 through to Op Granby. A vote of thanks 
goes to SSgt Billy C~rner for coordinating the afternoon's events. 
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lt concluded vith a Retreat ceremony when the Union Flag w 
lowered for the la~t time, a very moving moment. 

Friday evening saw a Grand Dinner and Dance in the Lutt~r pnng 
Gaststiitte, where a very different Regimental Ba~d ent.e~tamed u , 
providing music for all ta~tes, but of course th~ mam ac11v11y wa the 
chance to drink a beer, pull up a ~and bag, swmg the lamp~ and talk 
over old times. 

Those who were awake on Saturday took a nostalgic walk around 
Konigslutter. After a short open-air concert, about 120 marched off 
behind the 13th/ 18th Royal Hussars Band as part of the annual town 
Schiitzenfest. . . 

Later the reunion reached its climax in the magnificent 
surroundings of the mediaeval cathedral. The 'Kai~erdom' h~d been 
made available for an Anglo-German Fesuval Service of 
Thanksgiving, it was full for the service, which "'.as condu~_te? by Rev 
Christopher Wells CF and Pfarrer Mannfred Trilmer of Komgslutte~ . 
The readings were given by Lt Col N. K. P. Hope MBE, C<? of 14 Sig 
Regt and Bii rgermeister Ktichenthal. The hymns were sung m Germ~n 
and in English. The Association Standards were borne by LCpl n_uth 
and Sig Tindale and the Corps's Coll~ts wer7 read by r.epr~sentauves 
of each of the five Corps represented m 14 Sig Regt. Highhght of the 
service was the Royal Hussars Band, (Bandmaster WOl (BM) Paul 
Greener). 

CO Lt Col N. K. P. Hope presents the Burgermeister of 
Konigslutter, Herr Kuchenthal, with a bronze 'Jimmy'. W01 

Sinden stands by with the 10331 

A visit to the Schiitzenfest was a trip down memory lane where 
everyone was made welcome. 

Terry Wright and Frank_ Mitc~ell have voluntee~ed to form a 
Langeleben Reunion Club with a view to further reunions and would 
like to hear from any former Langeleben Officers and Soldiers who 
can contact them at the address shown below. 

So the Langeleben Farewell Reunion came to an end. Thanks go to 
the organisers, WOl John Sinden and W02 John Rich.ardson, who, 
after the reunion, swept the camp and found the followmg: one fa~n 
jacket; one pair of dark grey ~rousers; one pair of su~glasses with 
case! These articles can be reclauned from Mr Terry Wnght, Glenby, 
Steeds Lane, King north, Ashford, Kent TN26 INQ. 

With ramrod-straight oacks and arms outstretched, they march 
_ through the town of Konigslutter for the last time 
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16 Sig Regt 
BFPO 35 

R "GB\" HO OURS 
Two member of the Regiment, gt Stevenson and Sig Humphries 

achieved rugby honour last sea on. They both played for the 
Regiment, Du eldorf Dragons the RCZ and BAOR. 

gt tevenson captained the Regiment, Dus eldorf Dragons and 
the RCZ. He was awarded a BAOR cap for the season 1991-92. A 
fitting end to a representative .:areer spanning some 15 year including 
the Corp (UK and BAOR) ombined service~ NI. 

ig Humphries having played for the Regiment for the last three 
year was advi ed by 2Lt Kennedy to play for the Dusseldorf Dragons 
to improve hi game which it did as he was selected to represent the 
RCZ and BAOR quad . Having fought off fierce competiLion for the 
second row po ition he represented BAOR vs the RAF at the annual 
inter- ervice match. He gave an e cellent display of aggressive, mobile 
forward play, helping BAOR retain the title of inter-service 
champions. 

Yes, you've guessed it, he's posted to 7 Sig Regt for next season, 
good luck to him. Good to see some home grown talent come of age 
and gain well deserved recognition. 

SSgt Stevenson and Sig Humphries with BAOR colours 

SAILING 
Ex Buccaneer Backstop was a Regiment sailing exercise off the 

south coast of Cyprus between 6-20 July. The crew consisted of: OIC 
2Lt F. S. Pennell AOC, Skipper Capt Brian Errington-Weddle 
RA!=>C, First Mate LCpl 'Bern the Barometer' Steadman, 2nd Mate 
MaJ Bron wen Jones AOC and the crew of Cpl Mark Thompson LCpl 
Valerie Bocker and Sig Stu Gilson. ' 

LCpl Val Bocker and Sig Stu Gilson fasten down the mainsail 
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The yacht was Parang a 36ft Bowman sloop owned by the Corps 
Yacht Club at 9 Sig Regt- really fairly spacious for the crew. After 
a day in RAF Akrotiri we took over the yacht and prepared ourselves 
for sailing; a few trainin~ days and we were ready with rolling hitches, 
sheep shank , and bowlines to go on our way. We set sail East for 
Ayia Napa Marina , continuing round the coast till we could go no 
further . into . ~urkish waters! Then returning West we stopped at 
Dhekaha Sailing Club, Larnaca, onto Limassol Marina and then 
Pissouri Bay, the weather varied from no wind to a strong Force 7 
which resulted in some feeling slightly queasy! A storm at Papho~ 
meant we anchored off at Pissouri Bay and returned to Larnaca via 
Limassol. 

The. four novice members of the crew gained Competent Crew 
Cerl1f1cates havmg mastered the sails, sheets, guys and other 'parts of 
the boat'! We had learned to cook whilst at amazing angles, rescued 
hat~ blown overboard, looked after an 'ailing skipper' and much more 
bc:s1des.

0

Th.e weather was very good, with temperatures reaching the 
mid 40s Cm the sun-though most coped admirably. Finally on R & 
R we rested and visited landmarks in Cyprus, from Nicosia, Paphos 
and even Mount Olympus. A truly unforgettable two weeks and a last 
word from the crew: 'Shiver me timbers!' ' 

ANGLO-GERMAN SCHOOL VISIT 
A local teacher from the Geasamt Schule in Krefeld Frau Lendertz 

contacted the Regi~ent with a request to watch a r~gby match, as 
many of her pupils had expressed an interest in the game. 
~nfortu.nately it was in May and the season had ended, not to 
disappomt t.hem ~Sgt Stevenson organised a visit including a coaching 
and Barbanans video to be watched on a big screen in the Warrant 
Officers' /Sergants' Mess followed by a coaching session outside and 
some touch rugby. The finishing touch was fish and chips (typical 
English food) and a visit to the rugby club for a lemonade and the 
3:f1SWering of some awkward questions about the souvenirs. A good 
time was had by all and another visit pre-arranged for next season. 

The Gesamt Scule Krefeld Rugby Team 
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22 Sig Regt 
BFPO 107 

PRESENTATION OF GULF MEDALS 
lt was a cool but sunny morning which greeted the Squadron on 

Tuesday 9 June. Only a week ago they had been on Ex Flying Falcon, 
but today was not about recent events but those who had taken part 
in the Gulf conflict. 

Some fifty members of the Squadron marched on to the parade 
square in Churchill Barracks under the command of W02 (SSM) Phil 
Clifford. The Sqn Comd Maj Johnston (Canadian Signals) took over 
the parade to await the CO of the Regiment. 

Lt Col Ken Hadfield, made the presentation. The RSM took over 
the role of photographer from that other well known snapshot 
superstar LCpl 'Ollie' Oliver, and was obviously in his element, albeit 
without his pacestick. The tall order of actually pinning the medals on 
was given to one of the shorter SNCOs of the Squadron- Sgt Jim 
Burns, who had a battle to keep up with the CO. The CO then 
addressed the Squadron, after which they marched off the square. 

After the Parade, the Squadron marched to the front of the 
Sergeants' Mess for a last photograph before disbandment. 

The CO, Lt Col K. J. Hadfield, presents members of 3 Squadron 
with Gulf medals 

REGIMENT AL SHOOTING TEAM 
by Sgt Carl Smales 

2Lt Beecher, LCpl Webber, Cpl Gosnold, Sgt Smales, Sig Hillier, 
Cpls Taylor, Sullivan, SSgt Murrel and Sig Heathcote. 

The Regimental Shooting Team this year entered the RSSAAM held 
at Bulford Ranges over the period 14-19 June 1992. 

We turned up only to find the occasion marred by a couple of minor 
setbacks. Every other Unit had the 5.56 Rifle (SABO) and LSW's while 
we still had SLR and LMG's'-luckily for us 30 Sig Regt had brought 
7 .62 ammo for us to use. The other minor problem posed was due to 
SSgt Terry 'of course this shoot is the same as the one in my painphlet 
(Dated 1936)' Murrell who spent every evening religiously talking us 
through the next days' shoots, all of which had been amended for the 
5.56 Rifle. So we had quite a few shocked faces and comments as 
things didn't go quite as we had planned! . 

However, we overcame and in the end managed to come ~ome m 
3rd place losing to 30 Sig Regt and Queen.s Gurkhas ~1g R.egt 
respectively. We managed to make the quarter fmals of th~ pistol ules 
and the falling plate competitions while we walked away with Lhe Best 
Young Officer Trophy won by 2Lt Nie~ Beecher: Special 
congratulations to Cpl Steve Gosnold for managmg to qualify for the 
Roberts Cup by coming 22nd overall, well done. 
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Unfortunately the Para Cup was scratched from the competition 
this year, so an introduction into Target Rifle and Clay Pigeon 
Shooting was enjoyed by all, especially by Sig 'Rambo Roy' 
Heathcote who got an amazing 10 out of 10 in the Clay Pigeon 
Competition and was narrowly defeated in a Shoot Off (still reckon 
he'd have done better if they'd let him saw the barrel down) . 

Overall an excellent week on the Ranges at Bulford and a great 
opportunity for us all to improve our shooting. 

Special congratulations to Cpl 'Brummie the Para' Taylor and his 
wife on the birth of their son (we think he's going to be called 
'Pegasus'). 

CROSS COUNTRY TEAM 
A GLORIOUS FINALE 

On Thursday 11 June 1992 the Regimental Cross Country team 
completed its final and most successful season ever by winning the 3rd 
Armd Div Half Marathon League convincingly. Led by W02 (RQMS) 
Ian Kirkpatrick, who finished in 3rd place, the team beat the 
opposition with our last, of six counters, finishing in 13th place. 

This result epitomised the previous nine months racing and training 
reflecting the strength of the Cross Country Squad. Although the 
'RQ' and Sgt Mick Gibson were stalwart, ever present runners, the 
other four 'counters' were invariably different for each race. 
Outstanding performances, were contributed by Cpl Mac MacClellan, 
SSgts Steve Rose, 'Ches' Cheslett, Adrian Scott, 2Lt Mike Dooley, 
LCpls Andy George and Smith. Occasional, but useful 'part timers' 
who admirably contributed match winning scores were Lt Gavin 
Williams, Sgt 'Scouse' Walsh, Cpl 'Em' Emerson, LCpl Andy 
Dawson and numerous others who ploughed through mud, rain, 
snow, heat and pain to enjoy themselves. 

Obviously the training had a lot to do with the results and for this 
some credit must go to Capt Mick Pawlak whose cries of 'Look lads 
just go on without me, I'm kn .. k .. d' and 'Where are we? Have you 
got the Taxi-fare RQ?' helped to moderate the enthusiasm of W02 
Kirkpatrick. 

For the record the team achieved: BAOR Championships-4th 
Place; R Signals BAOR Championships-2nd Place; 3. Armd Div 
Inter Unit Championships-Winners; 3 Armd Div League 
Competition-Winners; 3 Armd Div Y2 Marathon League-Winners. 

Finally, and sadly, this is the last season that WO~ Ian K!rkp!ltrick 
will be competing as he is leaving the army soon, his contnbuuon to 
this Regiment's team both in administration and in his running ability 
has been immeasurable. He has nurtured and encouraged a number of 
good young runners who will contribute to the future of Corps Cross 
Country running. From all the runners to Ian and Angie, 'Thank you 
and good luck for your future'. 

22 ?ig Regt Half Marathon and Cross Country Team 
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HARIT\' CY LE RIDE I AID OF THE ROYAL NATIONAL 
Llfl:. BOAT I . TITUTION 
b. ig Coomb 

On Saturda} 4 July. eight members of I Sqn, and one member of 
I Fd Ambulance left Churchill Barracks at the start of a Charity Cycle 
Ride 10 Poole, Dorset in aid of the RNLI. 2Lt Angus was in charge 
and the driver wa ig Tracey Smith , the Medic was LCpl Spike 
Pick,ring and the cyclists included LCpl Andy George, Sigs Foxy Fox, 

ikki Comb , te\'e Eglen, Graham Drew and Mel Drewitt. Everyone 
was raring to go in their dazzling outfits and received a spectacular 
end off by I Sqn personnel. 

Fir t to tart cycling were LCpl George and Sig Fo . The other 
pairing were igs Drew and Eglen at1d lastly Sig Drewitt and myself. 
The cycling was relatively easy as lht' ground was flat and after eight 
hour the crew reached RAF Bruggen, our first stop, where the food 
was equivalent to the Ritz. 

Sunday aw us off bright and early through Holland where the ign 
po ts became harder to follow and some of the cyclists ended up doing 
an extra couple of kms. 120 miles later found us at a Belgian camp 
for the night. 

Having made up time, were were able to refuel and catch an earlier 
ferry from Dunkirk to Dover. In Dover, we made for Connaught 
Barrack where there was a Cell in the Guardroom for us to sleep! 

Tuesday saw us sLraining up the hills from Dover to Chichester, 
wishing for the sight of the RMP Training Camp where we were 
staying that night. When the end came in sight we were relieved and 
went for an early night, ready for the grand finale. 

We left Chichester early. The morning was bleak and we were 
relieved to ee sunshine as we neared Poole. On arrival at Poole, all 
the cyclists teamed up to cycle into the RNLI HQ to meet the 
Chairman, who gave us a much enjoyed tea and cakes and told us the 
history of the RNLI. We were then taken round the boathouses and 
shown the li feboats. With the cycling behind us we went to Blandford 
camp and dumped our bags before going off to celebrate. 

In total over £700 wa raised for the RNLI. 

3 SQUADRON 
Sqn Comd Maj Steve Johnston Canadian Signals 
2IC Capt Richard Lap lie 
SSM W02 (SSM) Phil Clifford , YofS SSgt (YofS) Steve Rose, FofS 
SSgt (FofS) John Martin, SQMS SSgt (SQMS) Kev Nulty, Ops Sgt 
Carl Smales. 

In the run up le becoming non-operational we deployed on Ex Iron 
Staff in support of 3 Armd Div HQ and Sig Regt-our new masters 
in October. This proved to be a challenging exercise with the 
Ptarmigan system providing communications for a rapid moving 
division; the TNs haliing to keep pace with the forward troops. 

2Lt Andy Churchill (young Winston as the CO called him) was on 
attachment. Andy spent Iron Staff with TN 014 and then a very wet 
Flying Falcon trying to find a space to sleep whilst at TN 016. He had 
not been on the original access list for a secure site so he spent plenty 
of time outside the fence, his meals being fed to him under the barbed 
wire. He was not the only person denied access; the Adjt, RSM and 
an OSC were all turned away-what a good site! 

Saturday 2 April was our fast families day, organised by H Tp. The 
weather could have been kinder, still the turn out was good. The 
children enjoyed the bouncing castle while those of us a little older 
played on the 'log over a tank of water'. The Wives Club produced 
an excellent buffet. 

The Squadron held its disbandment dinner on Friday 29 May in the 
Sergeants' Mess annex for 155 officers, soldiers, their wives and 
girlfriends, with the CO, the RSM and the Sharman family all present. 
Cpl Myles Sharman was tragically killed in a motor accident whilst on 
exercise. at the beginning of the year. His father, Mike Sharman, 
presented the Squadron with a beautiful silver trophy which will be 
presented annually to the member of the Squadron who has 
contributed most to Regimental sport. The first recipient was LCpl 
'Bopper' Bromiley who has skied, pulled and taken part in track and 
field events for the Regiment. Thanks must be given to SSgt Huzzey 
for organising a wonderful evening. 

The inter squadron athletics was held prior to the dinner. SSgt 
Cheslett had taken over captaincy from Capt Lspslie who had broken 
his leg playing rugby. Last year we won by one point, this year it was 
even closer with victory by Yi point. Congratulations to all the team 
and to the tug-of-war team who retained the trophy; it must be getting 
boring for the rest of the Regiment knowing they are never going to 
win anything! 

This will be the last set of Wire Notes from the present 3 Sqn. The 
Squadron reformed on 15 July. Good luck to all those leaving the 
Squadron to join others in the Regiment. 

And. fi nally if anybody is concerned about presentation property 
beloilglng to 3 Armd Div HQ and Sig Regt where we will from 
2 Sqn 3 Armd Div HQ and Sig Regt to be known as 222 Sig Sqn. 

3 Sqn 22 Sig Regt on Disbandment 
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30 Sig Regt 
Blandford Camp 

RHQ 
CO Lt Col S. J. Kidner 
21C Maj T. J. Hendren MBE 
Adjt Capt D. G. Halstead, Ops Offr Maj M. Nichol MBE, Asst Ops 
Offr Capt P. J. Beynon, TOT Capt S. Grim mitt, RSM WOl (RSM) 
W. J. Drain, Chief Clerk W02 (ORQMS) J .C. D. Harradine DEM. 

DETACHMENT UNPROFOR 
Sqn Comd Maj P. Telford MBE 
SSM W02 (SSM) Bywater 
YofS W02 (YofS) Thompson, FofS SSgt (FofS) Ramsdale Tp Comd 
2Lt C. Sutherland. 

The main body is split into five major locations: RHQ in Zagreb, 
and an HF radio detachment in each of the four UNPAs (designated 
North South East and West). Location at RHQ is Squadron HQ 
with a' VSC 501 and TRC 522 serving the Commcen and HQ Tp with 
responsibility for the technicians, vehicles, driver electricians, stores 
and clerical support. 

Sgt Hibbins and Cpl Sheerin in Vukovar railway station 

SQUADRON HQ . 
Squadron HQ is drawn from 2 Sqn 30 Sig Regt and has the 

fo llowing key personalities: Sqn Comd Maj Peter Telford, SSM W02 
(SSM) Bywater, YofS W02 (YofS) Bill Thompson.,FofS SSgt 5FofS) 
Graham Ramsdale. That's enough about them, let s get on with the 
workers. 

W02 (SSM) Benny Bywater (on right) and W02 (YofS) Thompson 
stand inside Sig Ops 
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HQ TROOP 
The composite nature of HQ Tp is pulled together by gt Ian 

Johnson with assistance from Sgts Bod MacDonald and .Mark 
Blakely. Amidst all the hard work the Troop managed to wm the 
PLESO Base Tug of War competition with a team comprising Sig 
Alex Curless, Hoss Cartwright, Cpl Skin Smith , LCpl Craig 
Henderson (and four Dutch signallers) and coached by Cpl Jim 
Seager. The second team managed a place in the semi final only to be 
beaten by the eventual winners. . . 

In addition the Troop contributed the following players ~o the umt 
seven-a-side Rugby team which won the Zagreb Lokomotlva Sevens 
competition: SSgt Graham Ramsdale, Sgt Bod MacDonald and lg 
Gsz Morgan. 

RADIO TROOP . 
HQ Radio Tp is based in Zagreb and spends most of the ume 

driving around the UNPAs looking a.f~er the sector detachments (?r 
that's what they say). The personalities are: Tp Comd 2Lt Craig 
Sutherland, Tp Sgt Sgt Keith Hibbins, Dvr/Op LCpl Roy Goddard . 

SECTOR NORTH . 
Sector North Radio Detachment is based in Topusko •. a village 

which has little mains electricity and even less water . Despite that as 
soon as communications were established a kettle was put on 
permanent standby and it is believed that. Cpl N~es, Tbom~son 
managed at least twenty brews in a 12 hour shift. Sig Mac MacMiUen 
proved that the whole world can be powered ~rom the detach~ent 
generator as TVs, laptop computers and teasm~ds st~ed app~nng . 
Sig Dave 'Mansell' Poole demonstrated his drlVl~g s~1lls by 
volunteering for every resupply back to Zagreb leaving Sig Steve 
Milne and LCpl Gary Burke to man the detachment. 

SECTOR SOUTH 
Sector South Radio Detachment set off from. Zagreb under ~he 

command of Cpl Jase 'The Sheriff' Barsley on a slightly a~prehens~ve 
note, having been told that their HQ in KN1N ~as twmn!!d with 
Crossmaglen. Having made the long journey south mto Serbian held 
South Krajina there was a feeling of re~ef when we reached our 
destination. Having also been told that this was the hottest sector T
shlrts, flip flops and Ray Bans were at the ready but ~he P.rospect of 
an early suntan was soon shattered by three days solid ram. 

LCpls Danny Wilson and Moff Moffat .mana~ed to spend i:nuch of 
their time posing for BBC cameramen whilst l!iyrn~ cables, with Kate 
Adie mesmerised by their sheer profess10nalism. Once co~; 
munications were in Sig Alex Duffton and LCpl 'where's my flat twm 
Greenwood wasted no time in doing a recce of the Dutch. ~ar and 
having only been heard once asking about progress on th~ British bar. 
The shelling of KNIN brought everybody back to ;eality extremely 
rapidly and although quiet since the situation remains tense. 

SECTOR EAST . 
The East detachment is made up of Cpl Dsz Sheenn,, LC~ls Joh~ 

Wood Stu Lovely Sigs Lee 'WWF' Stephenson and Piers Sparky 
Worsl~y (the DE) . The detachment lives in a quaint little hamlet. caµect 
Vukovar, a town twinned with Hiroshima bec~use ail the. bmldings 
have been destroyed by artillery fire . The camp 1s shared with 41 Sqn 
Canadian Engineers and has hot showers, good. !ood and m?st 
importantly a bar. As a result there are plenty of VISltors , who dnve 
all the way for a decent meal . Life is good-but unfortunately we may 
be forced to move when our Canadian friends depart for Sector West. 

SECTOR WEST . 
Sector Comd Cpl Chalky White, RSM LCpl Smudge Sllllt~. SSM 
LCpl Hsi Herbert, Leave Clerk Sig Ratts Ratcliffe Runner Sig Jock 
Wells. . . , f c · . D 

Sector West is located m the 'Bahrain o roaua, aruv~r ~r 
'Slipper City' and is the place for the fat cats. The accommodauon is 
in the Hotel Terminal which is used by the locals as a health f~rm an.ct 
the natural spring water in the pool is hot, hot, hot. Amidst this 
holiday scene nestles a hard working radio det~chment mannc:<I by the 
above personalities. Cpl 'Chalky' ~ite and Sig ·~alts' Ratcl1~fe ~ave 
spent a considerable amount of time undertaking commu~1cat1ons 
uials in the Nepalese area and the detachme~t football side h~ve 
beaten the Argentinian MP football team ~1 (m the process puttmg 
one of them in plaster- to keep the medics busy). 

359 



0 Q ORO. 
Sqn Comd Capt Tony Burgin 
A Tp Comd Capt Shelagh Macleod 
B Tp Comd gt Bob tanton, SM W02 (SSM) Stew Campbell , 
FofS W02 (FofS) Terr) Inman, YofS Sgt (YofS) Keith Emmerson, 

QM gt ( QM ) Martin Archer , MT SNCO Sgt Terry Docherty. 
Whil t the majority of 1 Sqn set ail for unnier climes on Ex Purple 

1onarch a elect few ' ere left behind to 'hold the fort'! 
Maliciou rumours of 'a quiet couple of weeks' were immediately 

quashed when gt Bob taoton produced his cunning plan, a two 
week training programme. Cou' a plan so devastatingly imple 
actually be put into practice? 

The quadron enior , in the form of SSgt Bob Stanton and Sgt Jim 
Ram haw , evolved a deviou plan to keep the chaps amused whilst the 
re t of the Squadron were topping up their tans in Gib. This involved 
booking the mo t horrendou weather possible, and going out walking 
in it , taking in the ights, ie cloud and rain, along the way. 

The fir t day was a walk along the South Dorset Coast , tra ngely 
enough finding ome of the steepest hills in the area for us to crawl 
up. urpri e of the day was Sig Maria Barra! positively motoring 
along for a change. The walk was followed by an 'intensive debrief' 
by Capt Jamie Compston at the final RV. 

The econd trek was an as ault on the Purbeck Hills, once again in 
the fine t weather available. That day, however, we had Sig 'Gunny' 
Guntrip to do a bit of pathfinding for the group. This walk ended at 
Studland Bay, where Cpl Jim ' Rab C. Nesbitt ' Dyer was waiting with 
a barbecue for the lads. Thi was followed by a very energetic game 
of oftball , the highlights being LCpl 'Slugger ' Talbot sending Sgt Jim 
Ramshaw for a swim, Cpl Jim Toms' amazing bowling ... Not! and 
LCpl Richy Warren managing to hit the ball into the large t thorn 
bush on the South Coast. 

Three days of the 'cunning' two week programme were dedicated 
LO the set-up and presentation of the Garrison's comms assets for the 
visit of the Chief of Signal US Ar my, Gen Robert E. Gray , on 8 July. 

On Monday 6 July the Squadron's remaining comms detachments 
deployed to the airfield for three days of blood , sweat, tears and 
frayed tempers pending the General's visit. 

The two dets, TSC 502 Blue and TRC 522 White, were set up and 
under the professional eye of LCpl ' Where's the Beach' Talbot and 
LCpl 'Where's the Armoury' Warren respectively. Varying degrees of 
successful comms were established with the 522 HF station in the lead 
for in-comms time (You 've either got it or you ain't!). 

The bulk of our time was spent making the dets presentable, (short 
of actually ironing the tents and camnets,) and the two det comds 
practiced their 'everything you ever wanted to know but were afraid 
to ask' presentations to give to the General when he arrived. 

The dets were given a final polish prior to bis arrival, and in due 
course he appeared and was enthralled by the professionalism and 
confidence of the soldiers involved in the presentation. The hours of 
hard work by the crews had paid off and the activation had proved 
to be of valuable training for the less experienced on the dets . 

EXERCISE PURPLE MONARCH 
by Sgt Bob Clubb 

On Saturday 27 June I Sqn departed for sunny Gibraltar via 
Marchwood, travelling in style on the luxury liner the RFA Sir 
B~t!ivere. ~u:ing. the four day sail to Gib we had some interesting 
military trammg m the form of 30 minute lectures given by chosen 
members of the Squadron which ranged from navigation at sea given 
by Capt Shelagh Macleod , to navigation in the air given by Cpl Pete 
v~n den Broek. Also we had some very demanding PT sessions on the 
flight deck, taken by our PTl Sig Brenban in spite of the ship's funnel 
belching out fumes, causing 105 men to develop sore throats. 

Due LO some pre-exercise training back at Blandford things went 
well. The Commcen was manned by a three way shift system headed 
by: Capt Tony Burgin (A Shift), Capt Shelagh Macleod (B Shift) and 
Lt. Spencer Ma_nnings (C Shift). On days was Sgt Bob Clubb. The 
s~ifts "'.e~e subJeCt~d to some high traffic totals during the exercise 
with m1mmal quenes from the Staff which pleased the YofS SSgt 
Keith Emmerson . 

The shifts system allowed the Troops plenty of time to see Gib and 
surrounding places. According to reports Cpl Andy Fife and Sig 
'Seebs' Seaborn had an eventful night in Spain. 

On the return trip the engines on the RFA Sir Bedivere were U/S, 
so we embarked on the Ark Royal, where we were entertained in our 
respective Messes. The RN Clubs (PTI) kept us busy each day with an 
hou~s PT w~ere we learned a new meaning to physical training. 
Durmg the tnp some of the younger soldiers managed to get a flight 
on the Sea King helicopters . 
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2 SQUADRON (BLAN DFORD DET) 
Those 2 Sqn personnel not current ly deployed on operation 

continue to work in Blandford in preparation for a variety of 
deployments later in the year. The VSC 501 detachments are busy with 
various trials and plug ups, and are still a 'hot favourite ' for the odd 
demo or three. The current Squadron is now operating with I Troop-2 
Troop, much to the confusion of those returning from roulements. 

As a parting gift to the ' Blandford Boys' , prior to heading off on 
his 'Yugotour', LCpl 'Bish' Bishop organised a day out on 29 July. 
This involved a refreshing walk along the coast of over 5 but under 
20 miles (the exact distance being open to discussion!) followed by a 
spot of recreation in the sun. Cpl Billy Barnes was the co-ordinator 
on the day as the organiser was busy doing some ' personal admin' . 
The day was a farewell to SSgt (SQMS) Bob Hay off to HQ Sqn after 
his spell as SSM and ended with a singsong on the coach, starring Sgt 
'MC Baseball Bat' Keevash getting the crowd going and Lt 'Crooner' 
Fraser soothing the ears. 

SSgt (SQMS) 'Yo' Yeaman arrived to join the team ' holding the 
fort' . In SHQ are Lt Neil Fraser, recently arrived from RMCS , W02 
(SSM) Neil Duncan, Sgt 'Treble Hatted' Duffy as the Ops Sgt and Sig 
Macca McNicol dealing with the mountains of paper being generated 
by the overworked Squadron computer. Sgts Dave Keevash and Jeff 
Murray are busy juggling manpower and equipment in 2 Troop to 
meet commitments . Hello also to Sig Medlyn from BAOR. Big 
congrats to Sig 'Slim' Hayes on his recent wedding and to LCpl Dusty 
Miller on the bi rth of a bouncing baby boy. 

250 GURKHA SIGNAL SQUADRON 
Sqn Comd Maj A. P. R. Roberts 
SQGO Capt (QGO) Mekman Gurung 
V T p Comd Lt Shiv~kumar Rai , W Tp Comd Lt Govinde Gurung, 
SSM W02 (SSM) Kmdarman Rai, FofS SSgt (FofS) G. R. Wilson, 
YofS W02 (YofS) C. Rogan , SQMS Sgt (SQMS) Yogesh Thapa . 

VISIT OF BRIGADIER, BRIGADE OF GURKHAS 
On Tuesday 7 July we again welcomed Brig C. J. D. Bullock to 

Blandford. He has been a regular visitor since the formation of the 
Squadron in June 1990, but this time was a little special as he had 
agreed to present Gulf Medals to those members who were available 
to receive them . After breakfast with the Officers, the Brigadier went 
straight into the presentation. The eight soldiers concerned had 
spanned the entire Arabian peninsular from Kuwait City to Seeb in 
Oman, providing communications for JFHQ , various Airfields and 
the Gurkha Ambulance Sqn GTR. Some then went almost directly to 
Turkey and Northern Iraq on Op Haven. The Brigadier was clearly 
delighted to make the presentations, and spoke at length to each man . 
His visit finished with a walk around a Regimental communications 
deployment. 

640 SIGNAL TROOP (EW) 
SKILL AT ARMS MEETING 

The Corps Skill at Arms Meeting (RSSAM) took place on Bulford 
Ranges between Monday 15 and Friday 19 June. 

30 Sig Regt was tasked with the administration side of events and 
640 Sig Tp (EW) duly filled 25 out of the 42 allocated slots for both 
parties and coordinati ng staff. The whole 'shooting match' (excuse 
the pun) was run by the Training Officer, Capt Pete Doherty ably 
assisted by 640 Tp's own Tp SSgt- Gav Muir. 

The competition went very well, if not predictably, with the Queen's 
Gur~ha Signals bringing most of the trophies from Hong Kong only 
to wm them back and return them to their favoured shelves. 

Luckily the gods graced the event with some very good weather as 
Sgt Mick Wii:isett found out" Whilst running the butt party he 'got 
sunburn on his bald patch . His beret stuck to his head and he had to 
go in the shower with it on in order to remove it. 

On the final day the VIPs were treated to a Gurkha curry in a 
spec18!ly set up (bl~wn down) and set up again Marquee. Sgt Dave 
Bousf~eld . hosted th is and even managed to shepherd the dignatories 
away m time for the last event-the falling plate competition . 

The stats team of Sgt Grob Fleming, Cpls Chris Binns and LCpl 
Clem' Cleminson had some interesting tales told to them by irate 
shooters who wanted a rematch for various side-splitting reasons . 

The fact that the event ran so smoothly was a tribute to the team 
who worked so hard. If only the weather would remain as kind to us 
for our next venture into the training area! 

On 18 July the Troop provided a static display for Open Day at 
Ashford . Sgt Grob Fleming, Cpl Mick Day and Sig Ritchie Hamner 
with two vehicles set up the equipment and prepared for the worst. 
Parents and children were shown around the vehicles and questions 
were answered . A common request was: 'Can you get Jason 
Donovan? ' . 

THE WIRE, OCTOBER 1992 

Many members of the Corps past and present came to sec the 
vehicles and tell us how things were done m their day. A' one 
informed us: ' ... but we only had a wireless set then!' Some things 
never change . 

The stand was ~isited by the CO and R M Ian Farquarson who 
both expressed their thanks to the Troop for the demonstration. 

EPILOGUE 
by LCpl Talbot 

Along with some weapon t~aining ~nd a ' fu n shoot' range morning, 
the two weeks flew by and it wasn t long before our exercise guys 
returned . Chaos was restored. 

A quick welcome goes out to Sigs Chris Guotrip and Bifra Bithell 
and also a tearful goodbye to Sigs Dusty Miller, Steve Lewis and LCpi 
Richy Warren . 

VISIT OF SIG BEVERLEY BEATTIE-RA SIGNALS 
ln March the Adjutant, Capt Halstead, received a request from a 

Mr and Mrs Vine of Southampton, to arrange a visit to the Regiment 
for Sig Beattie, (Royal Aust ralian Corps of Signals) who was coming 
to England with her sister on a three month holiday. 

The visit took place on 18 June and included a guided tour of the 
Corps Museum , with running commentary given by RIT Comd 
2Lt M. Smith , a recruitment drive by the Regimental Information 
Team under Sgt Bousfield and a tour of I Sqn lines and equipments 
given by Cpl T oms. The fi nale of the visit was coffee for the visitors, 
accompanied by the Adjutant Capt Halstead, the RSM WOl Drain 
and the visit co-ordinator Sgt Hopkins. Sig Beattie reported that she'd 
had a marvellous morning with the Regiment and that it was a 
pleasure to see how we do things in the original Royal Corps of 
Signals. 

Pictured here are (from l to R) W01 RSM Drain, Mr and Mrs Vine , 
Sig Beattie, Ann Beattie , the Adjutant Capt Halstead and Sgt 

Hopkins 

REGIMENTAL SHOOTING 
Despite heavy commitments and acute shortages of manpower the 

Regiment managed to compete in this year ' s various Skill at Arms 
Meetings. The first meeting was Southern District SAAM which took 
place between 7 and 9 May 1992. Training started a week prior to the 
competition and the Craddock was much used for dry training, 
especially for the 'Para Cup' . The training proved to be very useful 
as on the day we managed 2 miles in 14 minutes! with a successful 
shoot to follow . The team came overall third and qualified for Bisley . 
Sig Tejbahadur Tamang achieved the highest aggregate series B score. 

The Royal Signals SAAM was held between 14 and 19 June 1992. 
Due to unforseen circumstances and to the dismay of the Shooting 
Officer some of the original team members had to be changed. With 
only two days of training at Bulford and Perham Down ranges the 
team geared itself for the Corps SAAM. The team performed 
ext remely well by winning the Section Match and Combat Snap
shooting events and securing overall second position . 

The Regular Army Skill at Arms Meeting at Bisley took place 
between 6 and 10 July 1992. Once again the team was plagued by some 
unexpected changes. Despite this set back the team managed to 
prepare in time and produced good results with Cpls Yam Rana and 
Copley qualifying for the Stage 2 of the Regular Army Individual 
Rifle Championship and narrowly missing the Army 100 positions. 
Cpl Yam Rana, Sigs Edisbury and Robertson won Bronze f\1edal and 
Bar for The Henry Whitehead Cup, The Whittaker Trophy and the 
Roupell Cup respectively and Cpl Copley received a special Medal and 
Bar for individual pistol championship . The team was placed in 
overall fifth place. Cpl Copley was selected for Corps Methuen Cup 
Team. Four team members Lt Govinde Guruog, Cpls Copley, Yam 
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Raua, Sig Tejbahadur Tamang represented the Corps at the RA 
Meeting. Although the result was not as good as the team had 
expected the team were very proud to be at Bisley and came back with 
much valuable experience. It is hoped that with proper training the 
team will produce even better resu lts next year and look forward to 
Bisley 1993. 

Regiment Shooting Team 
l to R: Lt Col Kidner, LCpl Amor, Lt Govinde Gurung, Sig 
Tejkahadur Tamang , Cpl Copley, Sigs Whetten, Edisbury, 

Robertson and Cpl Yam Rana 

INDIVIDUAL BOXING COMPETITION 
30 July 1992 the date, Gymnasium Blandford Camp the venue for 

the Regimental Boxing Competition. 
Each of the Squadrons managed to produce a number of boxers. 

Due to operational commitments an Inter Squadron Competition 
could not take place so it was decided to hold an Individual 
Competition. 

LCpl Challender (left) and S ig Sollom (right) in a Light 
Middleweight bout. S ig Sollom went on t o win the bout 

1900 -hrs and the Regiment began to fill the gymnasium, with the 
guest of the Regiment , Brig N. F. Wood taking his seat at 1930 hrs . 
It was a sweltering evening and the atmosphere was tense. After the 
walkover bout, there then followed seven excellent bouts with all the 
boxers concerned showing great courage and determination. The 
interval gave Brig Wood the opportunity to talk to some of the 
Regiment's officers and S COs. 

After the interval the final five bouts produced some very good 
boxing, with the best competition of the evening, a heavy weight bout 
between Sig Heslington HQ Sqn and LCpl Jones 2 Sqn having the 
Regiment on their feet. Sig He lington won the bout on a close points 
decision . 

Brig Wood pre ented the prizes and congratulated the boxers . After 
the prizegiving the officers were invited to the Warrant Officers' and 
Sergeants' Mess, and the boxers were clapped into the Mess as a show 
of appreciation for their efforts. 
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The Queen's Gurkha Sig Regt 
BFPO 1 

VI IT OF CBF 
bY gt Garesbbabadur Gurung 

·commander British Forces, Maj Gen J.P. oley CB, OBE, MC 
recently paid an official visit to Queen' s Gurkha Signals. He wa 
received by the Comd QG Signals , LI Col T. E. M. Richar_d on, at the 
Prince of Wale Building, HMS Tamar. H.ere he was bn~fed on the 
re ponsibilitie and the main role of the Regiment. After this the part~ 
moved to 247 Gurkha Sig Sqn where the CBF was met by OC 247 MaJ 
M. '. John ton and the Senior QGO, Capt (QGO) Cbandraprasad 
Gurung. . 

After vi iting the Squadron the CBF, accompanied by Comd QG 
Signals was flown to Sek Kong. On their arrival they were met by the 
2IC QG Signals Maj R. J. J. Ellis and the Gurkha Major, Maj (QGO) 
Gambabadur Buduja . 

The party wa taken to Headquarter Officers' Mess where CBF was 
introduced to all the British and Gurkha Officers . Lunch followed , a 
traditional sumptuous bhat to stem everybody's hunger. . 

The CBF continued his tour of the Regiment after lunch lookmg 
over a stand manned by men from 248 Gurkha Sig Sqn . He saw ~e 
equipment used by the Squadron to supply and repair 
communications in their IS role. In addition , he saw items o f 
equipment used by the Telemech Secti~n as well as a series of_ antennas 
and test equipment used by the Regimental Antenna Maintenance 
Team. 

After some time spent talking to members of 248 Gurkha Sig Sqn, 
the CBF was taken to the All Arms Training Centre for a briefing on 
the training and education that takes place there. After a tour of some 
of the classrooms, the CBF and the Comd went on to 246 Gurkha Sig 
Sqn (48 Gur Inf Bde). There h~ was shown a v~iety of St811ds 
displaying the Squadron's operational ~d peace time rol,es. A _Tp 
demonstrated the Brigade's HQ, the Bngade Commanders tacucal 
HQ and a heli-portable RRB. C Tp followe~ l!P with a RL~ 
presentation and NT Tp completed the tour by ~nefmg _CBF on their 
radio workshops and the role of the HKMSC lme section. 

CBF talks to LCpl Ho from 248 Gurkha Sig Sqn 

COMMISSIONING AND MEDAL PRESENTATION 
The Queen's Gurkha Signals' Commissioning and Medal 

presentation parade took place at Borneo Lines. Unlike previous 
parades this one included the Gulf Medal recipients along with those 
receiving the LS & GC Medal. To take the parade we were fortunate 
to have Major General Brigade of Gurkhas, Maj Gen J.P. Foley CB 
OBE MC. 

At exactly 0900 hrs Maj Gen J.P. Foley accompanied by the Comd 
QG Signals Lt Col T. E. M. Richardson took the dais and after the 
salute and address by the Adjutant the commissioning party consisting 
of W02 andaparsad Rai and SSgt Ombahadur Bhattachan, were 
called forward to be commissioned. 

Following the commissioning the LS & GC Medal recipients 
marched forward smartly in front of the dais and subsequently were 
presented with their hard earned medals. 
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Finally the General was led to the Gulf Medal party by the Gurkha 
Major Maj (QGO) Gambahadur Buduja whe~e he pr~se~ted the 
medals and talked with them about their experiences with mterest. 
Eighteen of the total of thirty-eigh~ QG Signal's young me_n _who had 
served in the Gulf were present. Inc1dently, amongst the rec1p1ents was 
the first 'Gurkha in Town', namely SSgt Padambahadur Rai who had 
arrived in Riyadh on 13 October 1990. . . 

On completion of the parade the General met the fam1hes of th?se 
being commissioned and the medal party. A photograph s~ss 1on 
followed and finally at about 1015 hrs the General accompamed by 
the Commander and Gurkha Major QG Signals went to the Sergeants' 
Mess for refreshments. 

Lt (QGO) Nandaprasad Rai being commissioned by Maj Gen J . P. 
Foley 

EXERCISE HIMALI VENTURE 
by Lt W. D. Fathers 

Seven members of 246 Gurkha Sig Sqn left Hong Kong in early 
March in search of snow. Two days later they arrived in Oberstdorf, 
Germany and found it! Ex Himali Venture was a four week 
Adventurous Training Exercise aimed at introducing the group to 
downhill and ski mountaineering techniques; conditions in the Alps 
were perfect with fresh snow falls daily. 

We spent the first two weeks with members of 22 Sig Regt doing a 
basic skiing course on the Fellhorn and in the Klenwasertal Ski 
Region. None of the six Gurkha members of the party had any 
previous ski experience, but all achieved a basic degree of competence 
very quickly. Indeed progress was so quick that the team were able to 
progress to off-piste work in week two. The heavy snow falls meant 
that two to three metres of fresh snow (powder) had accumulated . 
Although the Gurkha stature does not lend itself to working in deep 
snow, most learned how to survive by the end of the week at least. Sig 
Dambabadur Gurung proved to be very adept at cutting a direct path 
to the bottom of the hill, although rarely feeling that turning was 
necessary. 

By the third week we were all well above average and gaining 
confidence rapidly. LCpl Uman Gurung and Sig Tilbahadur Gurung 
were rarely found out of the high speed tuck position when on-piste. 
Tile Group 2IC Sgt Rajendraman Gurung and Group Leader Lt Bill 
Fathers soon realised that Ex Himali Venture had become the training 
ground for the Nepalese Ski Team. 

LCpl Mahendraman Sakya and Sig Haribabadur Gurung were so 
spurred on at the prospect of National colours that they started 
waxing their ski's twice every night. 

The final week saw another fresh fall of snow and the team finished 
the exercise thoroughly exhausted after 23 days of continuous skiing. 
Now that some members of the Squadron have some skiing experience 
it is the intention to embark on a more ambitious project within the 
Himalayas. Ex Himali Venture, however, would never have been 
possible without Unit and Headquarter sponsorship as well as 
financial assistance from British Airways pie and Smithkline Beecham 
Consumer Brands Ltd . Their financial assistance was much 
appreciated. Finally, a big thank you to 22 Sig Regt for their help. 
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31 Sig Regt (V) 
Hammersmith 

THE COBHAM CUP 
On 11 July the Regiment held the annual Cobham cup competition 

at Hawley Lake, in which teams of six test their military and infantry 
skills to the full. This year saw eight teams competing over ten stands 
throughout the day, each lasting for 45 minutes, finishing late in 
the afternoon with a 6km route march before dinner. 

The ladies' team from 41 Sqn (V). consisting of Cpls Rowena 
Clarke, Chrissie Stanton , LCpl Karen Scarborough, Sigs Jan Davis, 
Amy McAuliffe and Kathy Hadland, started the day with the Battle 
Preparation stand run by Sgt 'Dinger' Bell. This involved personal 
camouflage, briefings, and preparation of weapons for firing all the 
20 blank rounds issued to each individual. This was swiftly followed 
by Battle Skills, so off we went in our Land Rover, tense and excited, 
ready to fight the enemy . The enemy proved to be sneaky as they 
unexpectedly appeared behind us in a Land Rover. They weren't very 
good shots though, as they did not ki ll or injure any of our team or 
damage our Land Rover, unlike us who managed to kill them with 
only a few blanks from our SLR' s! 

41 Sqn Female Team 
L to R: Sig Kathy Hadland , Cpl Chrissie Stanton, Sigs Amy 
McAuliffe , Jan Davis , Cpl Rowena Clarke and LCpl Karen 

Scarborough 

Once we had regrouped and searched the enemy area, we were 
informed by Lt John Russell , who was. rlll1;ning the stand, that one 
lone sniper had escaped our ambush. This smper proved to be the only 
decent shot amongst them as he managed to injure our team. OC,_ so 
after him we went , managing to totally wipe him out,. again usmg 
blank rounds. This was followed by more enemy launchmg a mortar 
attack on us and this time we piled back into the Land Rover and off 
we went. O~ next stand was canoeing, and we looked a very pretty 
picture in our swimsuits, life jackets , splash guards ~d cam cream. 
Amazingly a crowd of men appeared to watch us, taking bets on how 
many of the team would have capsized at certain points of the_ course 
that RQMS Hilton was showing us. On hear ing the conversation, we 
vowed to show them what we were made of and all six completed the 
course and capsize drill in style! . 

Next stop Gibraltar Barracks_ for .22 shootJ~g and the ass~ult 
course it looked as though we might never make 1t as all entry pomts 
were locked· however, the key was found and off . we went. The 
shooting wa~ fairly standard with each individual havmg five r~unds 
for grouping and then ten rounds at a target of a gu~an behind a 
hostage. LCpl Scarborough and Sig Davis scored well, with 61 and 79 
respectively. . 

Then it was time for the stand we were dreadmg most-the assault 
course. SSgt Raynsford took pity on us _tho~gh and allowed us to leave 
our webbing behind. So off we went with JUSt our weapons and after 
an excellent team effort and plenty of laughter, we completed the 
course in 13 minutes. . , 

Feeling pleased that apart from the tab, all the ' physical_ sta~ds 
were out of the way, we proceeded back to .Hawley Lake a~d to First Aid, 
run by SSM Byrne. This was a RTA with two casualues. 

The command task did not prove too much of ~ ~roblem for the 
female team, but the 41 Sqn (V) male team, cons1stmg. of Lt Steve 
Baker, Cpls Mick Sinclair, Bob Stanton, Steve Mc.Auhffe a~d Ian 
McKay deserve a mention here. The task was t? cross two shark 
infested' valleys with the aid of a wooden pla_nk, hne poles, tyres and 
rope. They did not realise that the plank on its own would not reach 
across and down it fell into the valley. They then proceeded to try a 
combi~ation of pole vaulting and throwing the 'aids' ac~oss. Needless 
to say, most of the kit and team members ended up m the muddy 
water. 
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Hungry and thirsty the female team proceeded to the Cooking 
Stand run by 2Lt Anna Toots, where S gt Cynthia Jackson is~ued a 
24 hour ration pack to each person, out of whic~ the chocol~te and 
nuts disappeared immediately. Then it was on with the cookmg and 
we all ate a hot meal of steak and onion casserole and baked beans, 
followed by tins of fruit salad for puddin~. . 

Feeling refreshed, on we went to the Vehicle Recovery stand, which 
REME had managed to locate in the biggest, wettest , muddiest hole 
possible. Not to be deterred, Cpl Clarke a~d Sig Da~i waded_ in to 
connect up the turfer-winch only to find their feet gettmg stuck m the 
mud under the water and Cpl Oarke soon decided that she needed a 
rest and proceeded to take a seat in the pond! . 

After a rest in which we tried to dry out ourselves and boots, 1t was 
on to our last stand-Semaphore with Sgt Traynor. This proved to be 
quite a giggle, but we mauaged to get through it with top marks (as 
did most teams). 

The last stand completed, and we were faced with the dreaded route 
march. Around we went with our 20lb combination of webbing and 
weapon. As we were the last team to go round, the DS joined us to 
give encouragement as did the RSM and some of the male 41 Sqn (V) 
team. The RSM had the last laugh of the day as he arranged a ' nice 
little swim' in the lake at the end of the route. 

In all the competition was well organised and suffice to say all the 
compedtors had an excellent time testing their skills and learning new 
ones. 

EXERCISE THREE PEAKS CHALLENGE 
As part of the fund raising for the Donna Malcolm Appeal, RQMS 

'Hardous' Hilton dreamt up a challenge for the Regiment; namely to 
complete an ascent of Ben Nevis, Scafell Pike and Mount Sn<;>wdon 
in 48 hours. So on Friday 24 July 1992, 21 members of the Regunent, 
supported by a further six admin led by RQMS Brenda Prate~, le_ft 
Hammersmith TAC on the first leg of the journey to Scafell Pike m 
the Lake District. Having travelled around the Lakes to find a chip 
shop , we arrived at the bottom of Scafell at 2arn . An hour later 
'Hardous' was ' politely' kicking people to get them to wake-up and 
in the cold light of dawn three groups set off into the mist, to scale 
England's highest peak. Five hours later the three t,eams appeared out 
of the mist; comments were passed that they had J~st sat arou!ld the 
corner having a crafty cigarette, however, cameras do not. h_e and 
after a quick cup of tea, it was back into our 'comfortable' mm1buses 
for the next leg-Ben Nevis. . . . 

The journey was uneventful, apart from two mc1dents. Firstly, 
when RQMS Prater finally abandoned her diet and boug_ht her own 
mountain (food). Secondly, the ubiquitous loo-stops, which severely 
tested 'Hardous" patience especially as people ~anaged to buy 
hamburgers whilst spending a penny. Finally ~e arrived at t~e Ben, 
and set off at 1700 hrs in dazzling sunshine. The Regtmental 
photographer, alias Maj Stephen 'Bailey' Galpin, was on hand to 
record the event. . , 

Three and a half hours later, having staggered up Ben Nevis 
motorway things were looking good. Suddenly! the winds changed 
and dark' clouds scudded across the sky. 'Oh!' said the Mess 
Manager of 9 Sig Regt 'This looks a bit unpleasant', everyone else 
agreed that perhaps we should review the situation, as the ~ork 
lightening torrential rain and thunder had produced a few ups1de
down fa~. However, no sooner had 'Hardous' made a comma~d 
decision to retreat, when out came the sun, and dried up all the rain 
and up the Ben went 31 again . 

The weather then added greatly to the enjoyment of the day, as 
squalls of rain whipped across the mountain. The rest of the ascent 
and descent, although wet and windy, was pleasant enough and the 
teams reached the safety of the minibuses at 2230 hrs for a well earned 
compo meal. Then guess what? . .. back in the minibuses for the final 
leg down to Snowdon. . . . 

The route up Snowdon via Crib Goch proved demanding, exc1tmg, 
dangerous and for s~me

1 

pe_ople ve~y frig~tening. LCpl 'Sid' . Owen 
showed all these emouons with her f1ve-pomts of contact techruque
hands, feet and teeth! Finally, we reached the top, to .be greeted by 
the CO Lt Col Dick Thwaites and the RSM Pete Hand1bode. After a 
quick cup of tea in the Cafe and a photocall in our 'I peaked three 
times' Tee Shirts, it was on to the Pyg track and back to th.e Youth 
Hostel before getting back into the minibuses for the return JO':'r~ey. 
At this point RQMS Prater was called to account, as the rrum~us 
staggered out of the car park and pr?mptly r~ out of pet~al. Havmg 
filled up the minibus, we finally arnverl back m London m the early 
hours of Monday morning. 
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The challenge had been accomplished; we all peaked three times 
in 4 hour and succeeded in raising over £1,000 for Lhe Donna 
1alcolm Appeal. Many thanks to 'Hardous' and his team for all their 

arduou work in putting together what was a very enjoyable and 
ucccs ful weekend . 

EXERCI E CALM FENCE 92 
Thi was the last Ex Calm Fence in Europe for the Regiment after 

25 year a it leaves 11 Bde and joins 2 Bde. 
o ooner had AN43 moved into their first site in Belgium than 

they were moved out again. After t \O moves in two days, the Troop 
nicknamed themselves 'Pickfords Trvop'. After Lhree moves in three 
day everyone was ready to drop (' 1ove again?-1 was just about to 
get my head down') and renamed itself 'Halifax Troop' (Ready to 
move when you are). Such are the joys of serving ARRC. Move in ... 
move out ... cam up ... cam down. Pte Lesley Wade, The Troop's 
cook, ummed it all up when Brig Backhouse came to visit. ' It' just 
kitchen up, kitchen down,' she told him. 

After that, things settled down and we could get down to the art of 
communicating. Troop Sgt Dean Clarke was well at home on the first 
ite-a water tower. As a fireman, he was delighted to find several fire 

hydrants and promptly connected a huge hose next to the kitchen 
area. There could be no complaints about that fire point. The best 
thing about the next site (Florennes Airbase) was the hot showers and 
the frites stand ten minutes down the road. Troop Cpl Nic.k Tuck was 
certainly pleased to leave Florennes-a minute after lending Cpl 
Rowena Clarke his torch in Lhe middle of the night, he tripped over 
the steps of the GS truck and damaged his knee. One visit to the 
ho pital later, and the leg was encased in plaster. 

2Lt Fiona Ive won the 'new idea' award with her guard-wake-up 
routine. She woke up the guard, due on guard after the next guard , 

to wake up the guard due on guard. Sgt Ray Stevens, woken up to go 
and wake up the person due on guard when he wasn't due on guard 
until an hour later, was not impressed. 

A prominent feature of this Calm Fence had to be the portaloos 
brought on by the environment-friendly-no-digging rule. There wa~ 
no chance of anyone being in the wrong location-just drive until you 
find the grotty potty. They were great for the first few days- less 
amenable by the end of the Exercise. 

Former members of the Regiment at the 25th Anniversary 
celebration 

34 (Northern) Sig Regt (V) 
Middlesbrough 

EXERCISE WHERNSIDE WANDER 
On Monday 24 February soldiers from the Regiment set out 

from Brambles Farm TAC, Middlesbrough to carry out maintenance 
work and take part in adventure training which was expertly organised 
by W02 Bob Cook at the Whernside Adventure Training Centre, 
Cumbria. 

The soldiers SSgt Carsley, Sgts Durnall Jowers Cpls Codling 
Smith, LCpls Cook, MacDonald, O'Ro~rke, G~over Fawcett' 
Griffiths, Sigs Petford, Ramsay, Bowron, Lomas Davin :ind Brow~ 
were split into three teams. Whilst one team work~ at the centre the 
oth~r two teams took part in adventure training which included 
cavrng, abseiling and bridge jumping (on bungees). 

O,ne of the cha}len~es of caving was to.get through a 10" gap called 
the cheese press which proved to be a little difficult for the broader 
members <>f the team. Cpl Dave Smith, got stuck and was only freed 
~ft~r much tugging and pulling from his team members. After this 
mctdent LCpl Griffiths, alias 'Hightower', who is 6'9" and extremely 
broad, was advised not to attempt it! 

The a~seiling event went very well but the bridge jumping proved 
to be a different matter. Some declined but LCpl Debbie MacDonald 
rose to the challenge albeit after 30 minutes of contemplation. Well 
done to Sig Carol Brown who was the only female to attempt the 
forward bridge jump. 
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Congratulations to Cpl Campbell and Pte Moolgoaker for the 
excellent food which was enjoyed by everyone. 

Unfortunately rain put a stop to external repair work at the Manor 
but a good week's training was had by all. 

BIRTWISTLE TROPHY 
The Regiment took part in the 'Birtwistle Trophy'. It was a very 

demanding weekend, which included military stands with 3-4 miles 
marches between each stand. Apart from the blisters and snakes it 
proved an enjoyable weekend. 

90 (NR) SIGNAL SQUADRON (V) 
Sqn Comd Maj Sarah Maude 
PSAO Maj John Lemon 
0 Tp Comd Capt Ian Hall, J Tp Comd Lt Ann Marie Hall K Tp 
Comd Lt Clive Chisholm, L Tp Comd Lt Peter McTierna~, SSM 
W02 (SSM) Hugh Mulligan, FofS W02 (FofS) Kev East, YofS W02 
(YofS) Keith Finch, PSI SSgt Mike McKenna, NRPS SSgt Gus 
Honey . 
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The Squadron has taken part in two Squadron Exercises a 
Regimental Mobex, a Regimental Exercise and the Birtwistle Trophy 
Competition so far this year. 

The Birtwistle Trophy (organis~d by the Training Major, Maj Tim 
Mountford) centred around the picturesque Keilder Water and not so 
picturesque Otterburn Camp in Northumberland. It consisted of a 

series of command task stands including water crossing>, vehicle 
recovery, NBC, march and shoot and more over a two day period, 
mostly in torrential rain. 

The winners, HQ LAD, led by gt Steve Devitt, were presented with 
their bronze 'Jimmy', 'The Birtwistle Trophy' by the Master of 
Signals Maj Gen A. C. Birtwistle CB, CBE, DL who also presented 
WRAC members with Corps Berets and cap badges. 

EXERCISE BACKSTOP 
The Regiment marshalled at COD Chilwell with 90 Squadron's 

TNO deploying further afield to Melton Mowbray with the AMCs at 
Prestwold Airfield, a tiring start to any exercise. 

This was the final 12 Sig Bde (V) exercise before our 'transfer' to 
11 Sig Bde (V). 

HELLOS AND GOODBYES 
We say farewell to W02 (SSM) Jeff Davison after many years loyal 

and dedicated service and welcome W02 (SSM) Hugh Mulligan as his 
replacement. 

Farewell also to SSgt Jeff Ashton and his wife, Sgt Babs Ashton; 
congratulations to them on the birth of their son (potential recruit?). 
W02 {FofS) Carl Butler moves up the ladder on commissioning and 
assumes the TOT appintment vice Lt Col Ron Willaims who is 
retiring. Best of luck to them both. 

35 Sig Regt (V) 
Sutton Coldfield 

FORWARD TO THE FUTURE 
Our Annual Camp in Europe this year was, to say the least, 

different from previous trips to the continent; this time we deployed 
as part of the ARRC primarily to Belgium rather than our traditional 
locations in Germany. In many ways it proved to be a testing time to 
see whether or not we could cope with the many and varied demands 
our new role will eventually bring-and this was certainly put to test 
during the Brigade phase when we deployed over a wide area, were 
subject to frequent moves and consequently our deployment, resupply 
and communication skills and endurance under pressure were tested 
to the limit. 

Favourable comments and reports received from our Comds 
indicate that, once again, our performance either exceeded or met 
their expectations and all members of the Regiment can be justifiably 
proud of their considerable efforts and achievements. North Sea 
Ferries also added to the Regiment's credits by commenting on its 
excellent conduct during the outward and return sea passage. 

LIFE IN THE SLOW LANE 
Not everything during the initial UK deployment phase went 

according to plan and the 'eye in the sky' in the guise of the RSM 
WOl John Hyde was visibly shaken when a number of packets from 
two squadrons converged at a motorway junction making it the first 
involuntary mobile inter squadron transfer of vehicles, equipment and 
manpower. Fortunately the packets and their Comds were re-arranged 
at the scheduled motorway service stop. 

From this point the journey to Hull went relatively smoothly, only 
a few breakdowns were reported and we were slightly ahead of 
schedule, that is until one packet led by Lt Martin Pulwer left the 
motorway and was last seen heading in a northerly direction towards 
Scarborough-he eventually reached Hull muttering something about 
last year's route card and wishing he had volunteered for the air party! 
Rumours abound that he also met up with Sgt Pete Mouland from 95 
Sqn (V) who became separated from his packet shortly after leaving 
Shrewsbury! 

THE DAY THE CO AND ADJT WERE TANGO'ED 
Prior to the visit of the CinC UKLF and the SOinC the CO Lt Col 

B. N. T. Foxon OBE was anxious that the lunch arrangements at the 
locations to be visited went to plan and tasked the mess staff 
accordingly; in particular he asked LCpl 'Butch' Cassidy to ens~re 
that adequate supplies of soft drinks were available. The following 
reported conversation then took place: 'Will that i.nclude the 
lemonade sir?' to which the CO responded yes! 'and the IIllneral water 
sir?' yes responded the CO, 'and what about the cordials sir?' at this 
stage the CO became a little agitated but recovered his composure and 
responded 'yes' once again. LCpl Cassidy continued 'and would you 
like me to include some orange drink sir?' exit CO! Later that day the 
Adjt Capt Dave Tarrant was also Tangoed when t~e CinC during ~is 
visit to Access Node 61, mistook him for a TA officer and asked him 
what he did for a living-the CO, who by now had recovered from his 
close encounter of the unusual kind with LCpl Cassidy, quickly came 
to his rescue. 
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NOW I CAN SEE THE FUNNY SIDE! 
As usual no camp goes by without its humorous anecdotes of 

incidents that the poor unfortunate victims have desperately tried to 
keep quiet but always confide in a trusted friend until its on every 
spread sheet throughout the Regiment-Sgt Pete Mouland for 
ex.ample will not forget telling his Troop during a briefing that their 
next location would be in the grounds of a picturesque 'Gateau' and 
similarly SSgt Chaz Ward will not forget giving the RSM the wrong 
Grid Ref for his location which resulted in the RSM spending an 
uncomfortable night in the middle of a forest! The PSAO of 89 Sig 
Sqn (V) Capt David Brough was also sent on a 90km detour deep into 
the Ardennes by mistake and was apprehended taking photographs of 
Ptarmigan vehicles in a location occupied by 22 Sig Regt. Meanwhile 
on the day off, the record of making the most expensive visit to the 
Loo must belong to LCpl Colin Marshall-he decided to spend the 
night at a plush hotel in Dusseldorf; fell asleep in the toilet and paid 
DM140 for the privilege and finally Sig Jonathan Walton is still trying 
to convince his SQMS to exchange his Mess Tins which were flattened 
by a 4 Ton TC-he never did have soup or stew during camp! 

THE LONG GOODBYE 
Further changes have taken place amongst the Permanent Staff and 

on Friday 10 July we said a fond farewell to four RHQ stalwarts in 
the shapes of Maj Lance Byrne who leaves us on posting tO RAF 
Strike Command-no doubt relieved to be escaping from those 
fearful MTD statistics, to SSgt (YofS) Jim Large on posting and 
promotion ro I Bde HQ and Sig Sqn, to SSgt Val Turner on posting 
to 251 Sig Sqn and finally to SSgt Andy Hunt REME on posting and 
promotion to 12 Armd Wksp . 

We also extend a warm welcome to their replacements; Maj Andy 
Ward, SSgt (YofS) Nick Hawley and SSgt Tom Buxton REME-so 
far Val has proved to be irreplaceable. 

Farewell to the Permanent Staff stalwarts 
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t. RCI 0 I. ·s HALLE GE 
b Capt Richard Hemming 95 qn (V) 

It i a ·ell kno"'n fact that the call for Wire Notes can be compared 
to a Crui e 1i ile homing in on its target ... it prey is always the 
one whi h offers th lea t re i tanl.e. However, it is with pleasure that 
I record the events of 95 Sqns adventure training exercise which took 
pla e in nowdonia during the first weekend of August. A with all 
uch exerci e the Second in Command came up with the idea but it 

wa the PSI, SSgt Chris Hymas who made sure that all went according 
to plan. The base camp was at Capel Curi.; and the activities included 
canoeing, rock climbing, abseiling, sub actua diving and hill walking. 
Training began early Saturday morning and the Sqn was treated to 
two breakfa t -the first, which was Sgt Pete Moulands ttempt to 
convert compo into carbon, was quickly discarded in favour of W02 
( M) Clive Winstanley' replacement. 

The ub aqua divers were the first group away with Cpl Angie Batho 
organismg the divers, upervised by yours truly. A small lake in a dis
used quarry wa the dive site which proved to be an excellent choice 
with good visibility and calm conditions. No treasure was found but 
Cpl Nick Freeman and Maxine Hughes commented after their first 
dive that it was like a moonscape down there. It also gave Angie Batho 
the opportunity to take Sig Liz Owen on her first open water dive. 

The hill walkers were split into two groups; one group built for 
peed the other for comfort. Sgt Pete Mouland anxious to regain 

credibility after the breakfast incident took the speed team consisting 
of Sgt Ken Grove , LCpl Craig Kinsey, Sigs Chris Judson and Steve 
Leighton over Snowdon as part of the Cambrian Patrol Competition 
Training. The comfort team was ably Jed by Cpls Gary Latham and 
Di Maddo. 

The canoeists eventually found a lake after the 'cleared' lake was 
found to be double booked. This did not dampen spirits, just 
participants as the instructor SSgt Roger Schuck, QOMY insisted that 
all students must complete a swimming test and capsize drills prior to 
the training lesson. Sigs Amanda Davies and Taylor found that 
exchanging places via a canoe raft was certainly a novel idea. Sgt Chris 
Gleadow from 89 Sqn (V) certainly had his hands full with the rock 
climbers and abseilers. For some this was their first experience 
although it cannot have been too daunting because 900Jo of the 
Squadron took to the the ropes on Sunday morning. 

Overall the weekend was a great success and it gave the Sqn Comd 
Maj Helen James a chance to see her Squadron at play. Notable 
visitors during the weekend included the CO and the 2IC-both 
declined the invitation to canoe. As with all exercises the PXR did 
highlight some interesting and unanswered questions such as; why did 
the Sqn Comd keep avoiding the CO? Whatever happened to 
breakfast o I-it was never thrown in the bin-was it eaten and by 
whom? Why did the comfort group have such clean boots after their 
walk over Snowdon? and why were there so many volunteers for 
abseiling and rock climbing on Sunday morning? Answers please on 
a postcard to Capt Richard Hemmings! 

OFFICERS' MESS IN BRIEF 
The Officers' Mess welcomed on comm1ss1on Capt (QM) Bob 

Horne to whom we offer our special congratulations and to 2Lt Claire 
Waterworth on posting from Northumbria UOTC for employment in 
89 Sig Sqn (V) and to 2Lt Julie Banks on joining 48 Sig Sqn (V). Many 
congratulations are also extended to Capt Julian Webb and Rachel on 
their recent marriage. Particularly sad farewells were bade to Maj 
Paul Renecle on his retirement from the TA and to Maj Ian Morris 
on posting to 37 Sig Regt (V). 

CHANGES OF COMMAND 
On 16 May at a special dinner organised by Capt George Cairns the 

Officers and SNCOs of 48 Sqn dined out the Sqn Comd Maj Derek 
McConnell and his wife Kate. Derek leaves the Sqn to take up his new 
appointment as Regimental Second in Command. The Squadron has 
also welcomed back his replacement Maj 'I can do it for a fraction of 
the manpower' Chris Fidler who has returned to the fold from 58 Sqn 
where Chris handed over the reins to Maj Paul Fathers. Paul moved 
from 95 Sqn after handing over to Maj Helen James. Meanwhile in 
89 Sqn all ranks during a special Tuesday evening ceremony and 
function said farewell to Maj Pat Bannigan and his wife Sarah and 
welcomed back on promotion Maj Colin Meikle fresh from his 
interlude with HQ Sqn. Pat leaves 89 Sqn to take up the appointment 
of Regimental Ops Of fr. 

Capt George Cairns presenting Maj Derek McConnel with his 
farewell gift at the Squadron dinner 

~ 
MUSEUM 

Lambeth Road, London SEl 6HZ 
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36 ig Regt (V) 
Ilford 

It is the time for farewells and welcomes! During Annual Camp we 
bade a rushed farewell to SSgt (YofS) Bob Nixon who hru; left us to 
join our former Adjutant at 249 Sig Sqn in Bulf~rd. In his place we 
welcome SSgt (YofS) Neil Ferris, who was certainly thrown in at the 
'deep end'! 

EXERCISE RED HAZE 
The Regiment deployed from its various TA Centres throughout 

East Anglia and Kent on exercise to this year's annual camp which 
took place from 6-22 June. 

It was, in the main, a mobile exercise, commencing in the 
Northampton area and culminating in Altcar Trg Camp near 
Liverpool. 

We were kept extremely busy with all the Trunk Nodes moving on 
alternate days and the AMCs every day . This did not deter enthusiasm 
and with the threat of enemy, courtesy 19 Sig Bde, at every site the 
adrenalin was flowing. ' 

At one time we were without a Regt Ops Offr as Maj Jackie Allan 
was abducted by enemy forces. Maj Phil Penfold had to step into the 
role for two days. 

During the first week a Visitors' Day and Echelon were held, 
Commcens India and Lima were visited by the SOinC Maj Gen R. F. 
L. Cook and the Master of Signals Maj Gen A. C. Birtwistle CB 
CBE, DL as well as the Mayor of Redbridge, Mr Dennis Candy. ' 

The Honorary Col, Col A. E. M. Hall TD, DL stayed with us for 
two days and managed to visit four AMCs in location which varied 
from the Assault Course at COD Donnington, to a farmyard near 
Shrewsbury! 

The middle weekend saw us exercising with the rest of 12 Bde for 
the last time before the Regiment joins 11 Sig Bde in October. 

Annual Camp also saw the judging of the Troop of the Year 
Award, which is presented annually by the Royal Signals Assocation 
West London Branch. The winner this year was AMC 76, (752 Tp, 45 
Sqn) led by Lt Bob Appleton. Many congratulations on an excellent 
performance. 

W02 SSM Pete Stockwell, Capt Clive Dawes and Lt Simon Haste. 
On old? vehicle on Ex Red Haze 

HQ SQUADRON 
The Squadron has said farewell to more of its members over the last 

two months. To our PSI, W02 Linda Cooper who will certainly be 
missed. Our appreciation of her help and guidance over the last two 
years was marked by a Buffet and presentation which was attended, 
not only by all of RHQ and HQ Sqn, but also members of the other 
TA Centres who appreciated her assistance on the Trade Training 
Modules. We wish her all the best in her posting as SSM in Tidworth. 

We welcome W02 Shirley Clark in her place and trust that she will 
enjoy her two year posting with us in Ilford . 

Another farewell is to Capt Dave Watson, who has returned to 54 
Sqn as 2IC, we welcome back Capt Pete Minshall, the new QM(Y), 
who has jointed us from 45 Sqn. 

Congratulations are fondly sent to Capt Clive Day and his wife, 
Anne on the birth of their son Martin, and to newly promoted Sgt 
'Wingnut' and Mrs (Cpl) Karen Nichols on the arrival of their 
daughter, Suzanne. Potential recruits for 2008? 

54th (EAST ANGLIAN) SIGNAL SQUADRON (V) · 
48 members of 54 (EA) Sig Sqn (Y) departed from th~ three '!'A 

Centres at Norwich Cambridge and Bedford to take part m Ex High 
Living, the annual' Sqn leadership/adventure training weekend in 
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Snowdonia. A day was spent hillwalking, abseiling and rock climbing 
and despite the appalling weather, spirits were not dampened. The 
Squadron then split into three groups, one led by W02 (FofS) Alan 
Newbery, the second by Sgt Eddie Kikas and the third by Lt Chris 
Forshaw. Each group covered a different walk ranging from easy(!) 
to moderate, to Snowdon itself. 

The Snowdon team, under the watchful eye of their guide, gt id 
Vicker , one of the two PSis from RHQ who assisted on the weekend, 
consisted of team leader Lt Chris Forshaw, Sqn Comd Maj William 
Brown, Capt Dave Watson, S gt (NRPS) Ray Whall, gt andra 
Boyce (RAPC), LCpl Rachel Haig, Sigs Karen Lyons, Tony Farrell 
and Vivian Martin. 

The Squadron Team 

The walk up the Pyg Trail was not too strenuous and each junior 
was given the opportunity to lead and map read to the top. 

The summit was conquered at around midday and the team 
members ate lunch sheltering from the wind and mist in the lee of the 
railway station along with the dozens of other walkers who had 
ventured out. 

The descent was a lot easier and the mist cleared after a few hundred 
feet or so giving us a magnificent view of the surrounding countryside 
and enabling us to pinpoint our final RV. The transport was slightly 
delayed, to the delight of the walkers who had found shelter in the 
local hostelry. 

The next morning Capel Curig Trg Camp had to be handed back 
and after a final debrief the Squadron headed home, tired but 
satisfied. 

Our thanks to the other two qualified 'guides' Capt Patricia Clegg 
and Sgt Mick Hellewell and to the admin team led by SSgt Frank 
Sharp BEM. 

L to R: Maj William Brown, Sgt Sid Vickers, Sigs Martin, Lyons 
and Sgt Boyce 
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38 Sig Regt (V) 
Sheffield 

EX RCl ELIO TAR 1 
46 qn' contribution to Ex Lion Star in Cyprus was D Platoon led 

by Lt tt\e Lee.Jon supported by gt Jim Batchelor. The Platoon 
quic ·ly ettled into the different environment making the most of the 
adventure training facilities. The end of this phase was marked by the 
range day when gt 'Big Al' Whitt er and his section won the 
company falling plate competition. 

Everyone was glad they had had the chance to brush up on their 
infantry skills during the first week as they deployed on the tactical 
e. erci e. Thi gave many people a chance to do thing they had never 
done before u ing the extra assistance available. Everyone enjoyed 
this phase, despite the hard work, particularly LCpl Westbrook. 

EXERCI E Rl GING ANVIL 
While the lucky few were making their way back the main body of 

the Squadron were out on the Brigade communications exerci e. The 
hortage of trained personnel gave newer members of the Squadron 

a rapid introduction to working in a commcen and they all worked 
extremely hard to make the exercise work better. 

VI IT OF BDE COMD 
On 23 June Brig Brown kept his promise to visit 875 Tp at 

Leicester and was presented with a glass fox by the Troop. While he 
was there he presented Sgt (SPSl) Steve Brint with his Gulf Medal and 

gt Pete Turner with his TA Efficiency Medal. He also welcomed five 
new members to the Troop on completion of their recruit training. 

EXERCISE RAMS REVENGE 
The last weekend in July saw the Squadron on a mobile radio 

exercise based on the coast of North Wales and the foothills of 
Snowdonia. As ever in Wales the weather was wet but this did not 
dampen our spirits as there was plenty of action moving between 
checkpoints and remaining in communications throughout. Map 
reading skills were used to the full during the exercise, and all 
members of the detachments took turns at navigation. Sig John Coles 
won the award for map reading and Sgt Snow was first back to camp. 

Saturday night aw us back at Kinne! Camp and a night out in 
sunny Rhyl, dodging holiday makers and, in some cases, sing in the 
local hostelries. 

We returned back to the TACs once again using our map reading 
and communications skills to negotiate the checkpoints expertly 
recced by SSgt Ron Wilbraham. All in all a most enjoyable weekend. 
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EMPLOYER'S EVENING 
Recently, the Squadron hosted may of its employers, and the 

evening was a resounding success. Guests were invited to inspect the 
TAC and were treated to a number of presentations on the Squadron 
and its role, as well as the benefits to be had by supporting their 
employees who are in the TA. The evening was rounded off with an 
informal buffet . SQMS John Wade was seen sneaking in as Sgt Stan 
Ross's employer (alias Mr Ross, our civilian storesperson), but he was 
soon rumbled. 

TRAINING 
After rounding off this year's Total Concept Weekends, with a 

clutch of Trade passes, the Squadron has now entered its Summer 
Phase, and its build-up to Annual Camp. 

SPORT 
This year's REGSAAM, held at Strensall Ranges, was an 

outstanding success for the Squadron, with tremendous individual 
and team efforts. The male team consisted of Lt Andrew Bullock, 
SSgt (FofS) Mark Cotton (Team Captain), Sgts Phil Rawson, Barry 
Pearson, Richard Colville, David Gill, Stan Ross, Cpls Gary Orme, 
Phil Jones and LCpl Saun Roe. The Chaps beat off stiff competition 
to win the 9mm pistol shoot and the falling plate. 

The female team, consisted of Sgt Vicky Hardy (Team Captain), 
Cpl Sheila Townsend, Sigs Michelle Dunkley, Sarah Dexter and Sue 
Rushton. The girls' team set the standard for the Regiment, by 
winning pistol, SMG and turning in a fine performance in the SLR. 
They were the best female team, and were awarded the Rosebowl. Sig 
Michelle Dunkley, who has been with the Squadron just over a year, 
produced the best individual pistol score and, clearly, has much to 
contribute. 

Preparation for the Regimental walk continues. SSgt Marvin has 
organised a number of 'warm up' walks around the country, which 
have been well supported. 

OFFICERS 
Lt Andrew Bullock has passed his promotion examinations this year 

with flying colours, gaining the best student award! Congratulations 
to Lt Alison Buro on her recent promotion. Lt Ruth Robinson is 
currently on leave of absence, immersed in her ACA exams, good luck 
from 87! 

Prepare ,to celebrate ! SSgt Marvin celebrates with the Female 
Shooting Team 
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39 Sig Regt (SC) (V) 
Chelsea 

The main contribution is from 2 Sqn who are based in Dundee but 
other notable occasions were the Lord Mayor of London's Dinner and 
the Permanent Staff's annual migration to Whernside Manor for 
adventure training. Now there's a story! 

2SQUADRON 
by Sig Tracy Bruce 
PERSONALITIES 
Sqn Comd Maj Sandy Monks 
2IC Capt Willie Barron 
Tp Comd Lt Eric Blyth, SSM W02 (SSM) Willie Strachan, SQMS 
(NRPS) SSgt (SQMS) Bert Wright, SQMS SSgt (SQMS) Bob Tasker, 
PSI(Ops) Sgt Tom Briggs, NRPS (Tech) Sgt Ian Lumsden-Gordon. 

Yes 2 Sqn is contributing a small piece for The Wire Magazine. It 
is only those who crack under the pressure from Capt Bill Naismith 
who actually 'volunteer'. 

I must say I am disillusioned by this part-time soldier lark as we've 
had three weekends with a weekend off in between! This is when you 
know who needs the money, 1 mean training! 

Our first weekend was a trip down to Stirling, a lovely place! We 
arrived on the Friday night and set up, not without a few mishaps
Sig Mark Grieve attempting his, 'I can stand on this shed without 
falling off!' act, without success! Saturday was gorgeous and guess 
who has to prance about with NBC suits on. A good comms weekend 
overall even though someone ate all my toffos before I got back on 
shift! 

Our next weekend was a trifle less strenuous . We had an invasion 
from the Sassenachs! Being mostly new recruits, PT was high on the 
agenda. Boy were they misled when they were told they were getting 
to go to the seaside! A 'little' run (something I've never encountered 
before on a recruit weekend) seemed like a marathon to some of them. 
Of course with myself being on guard, I could only feel sorry for 
them. On the Saturday night we showed them how to party and I think 
some of them need to practise more. Never mind, by the time their 
luxury coach arrived to take them back home they were in better 
spirits. 

Our last weekend was one I usually enjoy; the ranges down in 
Hythe. We all congregated at the TAC waiting for the bus to take us 
to Edingburgh Airport. Armed with grass skirts and Bermuda shorts 
for a promised barbecue on the Saturday night, swimming costumes 
would have been more appropriate. I've never seen rain like it (They 
don't get much in Scotland!) and they say they're short of.water! 
Thankfully it only rained at night and most people had an en1oyable 
time on the ranges. The fact that Sig Cheryl Cruickshank had an 
argument with the bonnet of a Lada didn't seem to ruin anyone's day! 
(Poor Lada!) Sunday was a different story. SSgt (SQMS) Bob Tasker 
had suggested, unknown to us, that we have a m~ch. and shoot. It ".'as 
all very well at the beginning when we were all smgmg along memly, 
as you do . After reaching the first range, Capt Willie Barron asked me 
if I'd manage to get to the next stop OK? I asked him to point it. out 
to me and at the most it looked only a mile away. I put a determmed 
look on my face and replied, 'No problem, Sir!' Little did he tell me 
you had to zig-zag 2 \12 miles to get to it! I feel at this point I must 
thank Cpl Bruce Singers for taking a weight off my shoulders, fo_r a 
while at least! By the end I think it was the finals of the Gurrung 
competition. 

The Squadron would like to congratulate Sig Anoe-Marie 
MacMiiian on her first tape, Sgt Bob Tasker to SSgt (SQMS), and to 
SSgt Willie Strachan to W02 (SSM) . 

The Squadron would also like to say a fond farewell to Cpl Scott 
Pollard, the Lynx Club will always remember you. 

THE LORD MAYOR OF LONDON'S DINNER 
Traditionally the Officers of the Regiment host the ~ord May~r of 

London to dinner annually and this year was no except.ion. On Fnday 
LO July the Mess gathered with its guests at the Worsh1pf~l Comp~ny 
of Skinners Hall in Dowgate Hill, City of London to await the amval 
of the Lord Mayor of London. A fanfare, played by the Corps Band 
greeted the Lord Mayor and the Lady Mayoress before the RSM, 
WOl (RSM) Dixie Dean, invited him to present medals to four of the 
Permanent Staff. The medal recipients were, SSgt {ORSQMS) Harry 
Monk and Sgt Tom Briggs LS & GC, Sgt Steve Payne Gulf 
Medal and Sgt Gary Exton Gulf Medal. The L.o~d Mayor wa~ pleas.ed 
to present the medals and delighted the rec1p1ents by posmg with 
them, their ladies and the Lady Mayoress, for photographs to mark 
this special occasion. 

THE WIRE, OCTOBER 1992 

The Officers and their guests then dined with the Lord Mayor and 
Sheriffs. The Corps Band was in attendance providing some excellent 
music during the dinner and party pieces afterwards. Congratulations 
to LCpl Diane Bland who acted as Mess Sergeant for the evening. Thi 
was truly a baptism of fire for her but she carried it off superbly. 

SSgt Monk, Sgts Briggs, Payne, Exton, Ms Haigh, Lady Mayoress, 
Miss Ross, Mrs Exton and The Lord Mayor of London 

EXERCISE LYNX OUTING 
Ex Lynx Outing is the Permanent St":f~s a~nual migration to 

Whernside Manor where adventurous traimng 1s undertaken. For 
some it was a novel experience. Most arrived on Monday evening and 
quickly got settled into their accommodation, sorted out the 'pan 
bash' for the next day (the RSM hasn't arrived yet so we'll put him 
on) and made it to t_he local wateri~g hole by opeID.ng time. The 
following day was cavmg under the guidance of Cpls Mick North and 
'Geordie' Short. The first cave was just a warmer into the bank. At 
one point it seemed as if we would be stuck down there for ever when 
the YofS, SSgt (YofS) Terry Burbidge caused a bigger jam than you 
have ever seen on the M40 (at least Sgt Anne McNally on her first 
caving outing thought so). Having extracted ourselves ~rom !he cave 
Cpl Mick North warned 'Mind it is quite slippery outs1d~ Wlth your 
wellies on'. This did not prevent Sgt Rick Buxton caus1.ng a h'!ge 
splash when he fell into the ?~ft deep. pool at . the eXJt. Havmg 
extracted himself he breathed a sigh of relief at haV1ng made dry land 
again only to slip and return from whence he came. (l m~st stop 
laughing.) The next cave was entered through a 5 gallon 011 drum 
wedged in the side of a bank. Whilst down there everyone m.anaged 
to get thoroughly wet through, particularly after attempung the 
Sump. 

It was then back to Whernside Manor, clean up, have a meal and 
down to the watering hole again. The next day w~ a day to r_emember, 
if the caving already wasn't. This involved abse1h~g off a viaduct t;mt 
before that the more adventurous (mad more hke) ~e~e throWln.g 
themselves of a 90ft bridge attached to a rope and swmgmg ~nde~ it 
until such time as they were lowered on to the bank. It was at this pomt 
that the Chief Clerk, Harry Mook, did a runner and was last seen 
sitting In the mini-bus with a seat belt on. The ~O. Lt Col Andy 
Whiddett, had a lucky escape because, as he Jumped, an RAF 
Tornado came at a rate of knots down the valley an~ n.early gave 
him a free ride to East Anglia on its nose cone. Once again ~t was t~en 
back to base and the local watering hole. Thursday was hill walkmg 
day of which five made it all the way. The YofS, SSgt (YofS) Terry 
Burbidge was very nearly the cause of a major mountain rescue when 
he decided that the Training Warrant Officer, W02 ~eith .Leighton 
would get a better view from the bottom and very quickly 1f he went 
straight down. The FofS, SSgt (FofS) Bob Pullan, woul~ only venture 
up if a helicopter was on standby, or even better, ~overing abo~e the 
area. The Lake District breathed a sigh of relief when th1~ .lot 
eventually returned t~ base. As usual the adventurous traimng 
activities provided by the Manor were excellent, we have booked for 
next year. 
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The IGTA chats to members of_t~e BAMA Rally Team during his 
VI Sit 

• 
SSgt Sam~y ~e.e displays his ability to talk to a General and pull 

an mv1s1ble line from a vehicle at the same time 

The BAMA Rally Team proudly display their trophies during the 
IGTA's visit 
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40 Sig Regt (V) 
Belfast 

VISIT OF IGT A 
. ~he IGTA, ~t Gen Sir Michael Wilkes KCB, CBE paid a lightening 

v1s1t to the Regiment on Sunday 7 June during a normal training day 
The General arrived at the TAC at I I 00 hrs and was met by the CO 
Lt Col I. M. G. Strong MBE, the Adjt Capt Alastair Sykes and the 
RSM WOI (RSM) G. ~· Cook. After a Regimental Brief given by the 
CO he toured the various training activities which included the QM 
I?epartment, Technical Workshop, Comms Complex, LAD and 
fmally he met the BAMA Rally Team. He had a very busy hour and 
departed at 1200 hrs. 

VISIT OF GOC NORTHERN IRELAND 
!he_GOC Nor.~ern Ireland? Lt Geo Sir John Wilsey KCB, CBE 

paid his seco.n~ v1s1~ to the Regiment on Tuesday 16 June 1992 during 
a normal trainmg rught. The General arrived at 2000 hrs and was met 
by the CO, Lt Col Ian Strong, the Adjt Capt Alastair Sykes and the 
RSM WOI (RSM) G. E. Cook. 

A~ter a R~~i~ental _Brie~ given by the CO he toured the various 
evenmg acuv1hes which mcluded Recruit Training QM Dept 
Technical Workshop, Comms Complex, LAD and m~t the BAMA 
Rally Team. He met the Regimental Officers and SNCOs in the 
Sergeants' Mess and departed at 2130 hrs. 

CONGRATULATIONS 
Congratulations to W02s Barry Skinner, Pete Pollock, SSgt 

Sammy Lee, Sgt Gary _Shaw, Cpl Norman Clements and LCpl Jim 
Mac~esoey present~d with Territorial Efficiency Medals by the Comd 
12 Sig :8de _(V), Bng K. P. Burke on a recent visit to the Regiment. 
The Bngad1er also pr~sented SSgts Stevie Delaney, Brian Manton and 
Sammy McM~rray with the clasp to the Efficiency Medal. 

Conpatulauons. also to PSI SSgt 'Taff' Rideout who won the 
queen s. Gurkha Signals Trophy for the best British Individual Shot 
~n the Ri_fle Match at the 1992 Corps SAAM. He also came runner up 
m the Pistol Competition-well done. 

The Medal recipiE'.nts pose for the camera with Brig Burke, the 
RSM JUSt wandered into t?.e photograph 

Front Row (l to RJ: Sgt_ Gary Shaw, SSgt Sammy Lee, Comd W02 
Barry Skinner and W02 Pete Pollock 

Back Rpw (l to RJ: RSM, SSgts Stevie Delaney, Brian Manton, Sgt 
Sammy McMurray, Cpl Norman Clements and LCpl Jim 

Machesney 
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HQ SQUADRON 
Sqn Comd Maj Brenda Traylen 
21C Capt Huw Jones 
SSM W02 (SSM) Dave Taylor, SQMS SSgt (SQMS) Sue Holmes. 

NOTES FROM THE RP SECTION 
ALL 'PAR LE COURSE' 
A novelette by 'Ciggy' J. Farthing 

The Regiment decided to enter an assault course competition held 
locally for charity. No sooner had I said, somewhat smugly ' I wonder 
which idiots have volunteered for that' , when I saw my na~e proudly 
displayed on the entry form. I had 'volunteered'! 

The Regiment's team consisted of Cpl Adam 'Chopper' Twose, 
LCpl Bob Begbie, Sigs Cathy White, Karen Phillips, Mark Sevenoaks 
and myself. 

As we walked towards the famous course at Woolwich, where the 
event was held, we were very confident, after all, 'civvies' were taking 
part in it. We were in for a shock! 

At the start point, two PTI's walked us around the course. We soon 
realised that, bar a couple of obstacles, this was a complete ' through 
the woods' army assault course. 

Once we were given the 'off' we made good time up to the 6ft wall. 
The uphill straight to the woods followed, led by LCpl Begbie and Sig 
Sevenoaks. 

Then came a series of filthy water obstacles. By the time that we 
emerged from the 'quagmire' we were covered in black bog from head 
to foot-except LCpl Begbie who looked like an advert for Persil, and 
began the final stretch back to the finish, where we crossed the line 
in formation as a squad. 

Our total time was approximately 8.5 minutes, and although we 
were all thoroughly exhausted at the end, shall probably do it all again 
next year. A particular 'well done' to Sigs Karen Phillips and Cathy 
White. 

Total amount raised for the Joyce Green Hospital Scanner Appeal 
was £479.00. 

The Squadron has also taken part in Alma El Haifa day, London 
District Football competition, London District Shooting Competition 
held barbecues, discos and many more activities. 

68 SIGNAL SQUADRON 
The summer training programme has concentrated on signalling 

and commcen drills so as to accommodate the very large number of 
recruits going to Camp after recruit training course and before 
starting trade training. 

Earlier in the year the Squadron enjoyed a successful escape and 
evasion exercise run by Capt Jonathan Manley in the Thetford 
training area. The enemy was provided by 70 Sig Sqn and 5 RGJ . 

Capt Peter Walker took the Squadron to the Hythe ranges for the 
annual APWT held in July where it took advantage of the extensive 
selection of ranges. 

The Squadron was honoured to provide a lance guard under Sgt 
David Simmons at the Corps Freedom of Blandford Parade in June 
1992. 

We have been given a Bedford lorry to make into a CP a task which 
Sgt Bailey and Cpl Boswell have tackled with enthusiasm. 

265 SIGNAL SQUADRON 
PERSONALITIES 
Sqn Comd Maj David Hannam 
2JC Capt Simon Malik 
PSO Capt J. A. Esson MBE, Ops Offr Capt John Barber, SSM W02 
(SSM) Mark Penny, Trc Offr W02 Pam Suddens, PSI SSgt Bobby 
Wilson, TSI W02 Brian Eason. 

OPTIONS FOR CHANGE 
Having escaped major options for change it was decided to create 

a minor one within the Squadron. 890 and 901 Tps have now been 
combined to form 887 Tp at Bexleyheath. This has made 
administration, transport and stores accounting much simpler. the 
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71 Sig Regt (V) 
Bexley heath 

Troop has just completed its first exercise and according to Lt Adrian 
Rabot it all went very well. (We know the barbecue was good!) 

ALMA EL HALFA PARADE 
Every two years the Squadron together with the C Sqn The Royal 

Yeomanry commemorates the battle of Alma El Haifa in July 1942. 
The two Sharpshooter Armoured Regiments played a key part in the 
engagement which defeated Rommel 's last major attempt to capture 
the Suez Canal. The battle marked a turning point in the war in the 
Western Desert which set the scene for the battle of El Alamein in 
October. 

On Sunday 12 July the Squadron paraded at Hever Castle near 
Edenbridge for a formal parade under the command of Maj David 
Hannam. After an inspection by Brig A. B. S. H. Gooch ADC, 
Squadron Honorary Colonel, the Squadron marched passed with the 
Sharpshooter Guidon and members of the Old Comrades Association. 
Music was provided by The Inns of Court and City Yeomanry band 
watched by the public including two coach loads of American tourists. 

In the afternoon after all the family picnics, members of the 
Squadron and their guests were invited to take part in the static 
displ~y by 884 Tp from Brighton, visit the Regimental museum, take 
part m lnter-Squadron games and visit the 'Beer' tent-needless to say 
the beer tent was the most popular event! 

A good day with perfect weather, the picture of the PSO, SSM and 
2Lt Keith Duffy-Peony sums it all up. 

FOOTBALL 
The Squadron team has had another successful season. Once again 

they won the London District Cup and in the Bexley six-a-side 
competition reached the quarter finals before being knocked out. This 
was no mean feat. Stop Press: The PSJ SSgt Bobby Wilson is not 
going to hang up his boots until the end of next season! 

CRICKET 
The cricket team has played two matches only so far. On Sunday 

16 August they played the Lewisham Police. 

SHOOTING 
Congratulations to Sgt Allison Moulton-Treadwell on gaining a 

gold medal and winning the Class 'C' aggregate shield at Bisley on 
Sunday 9 August. 

The competition, TARA individual .22 competition is open to all 
members of the TA and Royal Naval Reserve. This year the 
competition was held at Ash ranges and consisted of 200 shots being 
fired at 50m and lOOm. Allison won match 1 at 50m, and was runner
up in match 2 and 3. The competition is fierce and a fine achievement 
by Allison winning the aggregate shield. Allison will now have to 
move up to Class B and aim higher. 

ANNUAL SHOOT 
On 7-9 August, 265 Sig Sqn and HQ Sqn met C Sqn the Royal 

Yeomanry for the 8th Annual Shooting Competition for the Silver 
Salver Prize. 

The 265 Team led by W02 Tel Bodman established an early lead in 
the SLR competition thanks to good scores from Cpl McHeoery, 
LCpl 'Buck' Rogers and Sgt Keith Wrate. The pistol competition was 
in two parts with a separate Officers shoot-out between Capt Malik 
and Lt Stone of C Sqn and ended in a dead heat. 

By Saturday night, the 265 Team had a narrow lead of 132 points 
and it was time to settle down for the barbecue and croquet match 
organised by Cpl Wise and his Admin Team. 

Suitably refreshed, the teams had two more matches on the Sunday. 
Good scores from Cpl Feather, Sig Guest, Cpl McHeoery, Sig Pryke 
and LCpl Rogers helped the 265 Team lengthen their lead to 580 
points by the end of the day. 

Final Score: 2,650 to 1,980. 
Many thanks to the two team captains W02 Tel Bodman and SSgt 

'Midge' Poland for whom it is their last competition and to Col Verey 
TD and 94 Sig Sqn who provided the range sta f. 
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News from Squadr~ns 

1 Inf Bde HQ and Sig Sqn 
(215 Sig Sqn) 

Tidworth 

The quadron has been taking something of a well earned breather 
in recent month prior to going on ummer block leave. This issue's 
notes relate to two separate Troop adventure training exercises. The 
fir t covers abre Tp (pre iou ly under UKMF role known as Bravo 
Tp) which recently returned from a watersports orientated exercise 
ba ed at the UKLF Sail Training Centre Netley on Southampton 
Water. 

ABRE TROOP 
In our quest to find omewhere with less nightlife than Tidworth, 

Sabre Tp held their summer camp at Netley Sailing Club . The lucky 
participants were offered the choice of dinghy sailing, windsurfing, 
canoeing or sunbathing! 

The sights of the Lake Dimict, Scotland or Cornwall were as 
nothing compared with the beautiful sight of three oil tankers and a 
ewage outlet. 

Due to the short supply of waves, the canoeists played chicken with 
the QE2, thanks to our instructor Sig ' Isaac' Newton. The Jack of 
waves did not deter gt Neil Coatsworth from sailing to the Isle of 
Wight on his windsurfer. However, there was some serious sailing 
going on with most of the lads gaining their dinghy sailing level 2 and 
windsurfing level I qualifications. 

The Troop would like to mention some of the people who made the 
exercise worthwhile. Sig Rob Nicholls for providing us with many new 
variations on how to turn a windsurfing board, Mr Saheed Phal and 
Mr Lee for providing the best Indian and Chinese take-aways we have 
ever tasted. 

SHQ TROOP 
Ex Cumbrian Swan was SHQ Tp's summer camp held in the Lake 

District in early July. 
As usual everything went with military precision, that is until we got 

to the campsite at Langdale and SSgt Geoff Graham had his first 
nervous breakdown when told that the campsite had closed because of 
a drought. After a quick cry in the woods and much 'creeping' to the 
campsite owner we were finally allowed in on the proviso that we 
didn't use the showers! Cpl 'Simmo' Simpson was quite pleased about 
that! 

The next four days were spent walking, climbing, windsurfing and 
making cultural visits to the Old and New Dungeon Ghyll Hotels. 
Highlights included Officer Cadet Nikki Yendle winning the wet T 
shirt competition at Angle Tarn, Sgt Wendy Lavis climbing Bow Fell 
Buttress, LCpl Tog Graham decorating the campsite after a night in 
the Stickle Barn, Cpl Bo Pradhan narrowly missing the Coniston 
pleasure steamer on his windsurfer and SSgt Chris Skelton gripped on 
Scout Crag! 

We took the opportunity during the week to say goodbye to Sgt 
Glen Shipman, who left us for Gibraltar . Good luck to you, Trish, 
Danny and Casey. We also said farewell to Cpl Wilf Kempton, off to 
Catterick on his Tl. Good luck Wilf. We celebrated their departure 
at the ODO much to the consternation of the landlord . 

5 AB Bde HQ and Sig Sqn 
(216 Para) Aldershot 

Sqn Comd Maj I. Foxley 
2IC Capt R. P. Wilson 
RSM WOl Billy Haslam, QM Maj Fred Bancroft , AO Capt J. 
Aspinall MBE, Ops Offr Capt Rob Meinertzhagen, A Tp Comd Capt 
Fred Wbichelo, B Tp Comd Capt Mike Rogers , RQMS W02 (RQMS) 
Steve Clarke, FofS W02 (FofS) L. Wookey BEM and YofS 
W02 (YofS) Ken Sirr. 

WELSH 1000 PEAK RACE 
While the rest of the Squadron was in Scotland sauntering across 

the Scottish Highlands, five members, Maj Fred Bancroft, W02 Steve 
Oarke, Sgts Stu Archer, Clive Smith and Cpl 'Olly' Oliver took part 
in the Welsh 1000 Peak Race in Snowdonia, Wales. 

The race starts at Aber on the N Wales coast and follows an 
arduo~s route over the IOOOm peaks for 23 miles finishing on the 
sumDUt of Snowdon. The conditions at the start were ideal with good 
visibility and the weather not too warm. W02 Steve Clarke found a 
nova! way to keep his legs cool and unrestricted by rolling up his 
trousers to midcalf level. All he needed was a knotted handkerchief 
and he would have been just right for the seaside. 

On the initial climb, to Carnedd Uchaf, the summit was covered in 
mist resulting in some runners losing their bearings and veering 
slightly off course however, the mist soon cleared , the sun came out 
and the remainder of the race was in temperatures in the mid-twenties. 

From a total of 260 runners the placing and timings of team 
members was as follows: 27 Cpl Oliver 5 hrs 46 mins, 33 W02 Clarke 
5 ~rs 52 mins, 59 Sgt Archer 6 hrs 21 mins, 66 Maj Bancroft 6 hrs 27 
mms and finally but not least, Sgt Qive Smith who is still looking for 
the summit of Carnedd Uchaf-DNF. 

EXERCISE FINAL ENCOUNTER 
by LCpl Mark Gray 

Ex Final Encounter, the brainchild of the Sqn Comd Maj Ian 
Foxley and planned by W02 (FofS) Lee Wookey took place in the 

orth of Scotland from 5-11 June. The exercise started with the 
participants emplaning at RAF Lyneham for the flight to RAF 
Lossiemouth with the para trained element carrying out a parachute 
descent on Shinness DZ. 
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Once we landed at Lossiemouth we were transported to the 
start point where we met up with those who had parachuted in and we 
were given a briefing on what the exercise consisted of, a long tab 
describes it best, and how we had to go about it. We were split up into 
groups of three and given start times with 15 minutes between each 
group. 1 was a member of group nine which comprised of Sgt Jack 
'Turbolegs' Hawkins, Cpl Geoff Wright and, of course, myself LCpl 
'Sherpa' Gray. 

The route, which was far from easy, consisted of mostly 
mountainous terrain criss-crossed with streams and marsh and 
judging by our route it looked as if our group found all the marsh. 
The map reading of Sgt Jack Hawkins proved to be a great asset and 
Cpl Geoff Wright kept us constantly amused by his ability to giggle 
at anything that was said. At the end of day one, although tired, the 
group were in good spirits and set about preparing the evening meal. 
It was while preparing my rations that the other two members of the 
group noted I had sufficient rations to feed the 5,000 and once I'd 
divided them out my bergen weighed appreciably lighter. By this time 
I had acquired the name 'Sherpa'. 

The final day of the tabbing phase of the exercise turned out to be 
the worst in that although the Pathfinder section had started before 
us, as soon as Sgt Hawkins had them in his .sights the race was on with 
tabbing turning into sprinting and after four days on my feet this was 
all I needed to finish with. 

On 'alking to the rest of the groups everyone had found it hard with 
some suffering from blisters and others from heat exhaustion, but by 
far the worst was the amount of mosquitoes which immediately 
attached to you once you stopped and some members of the Squadron 
became unrecognisable with their contorted features as a result of 
insect bites. 

The next morning we were transported to the ship Blue Rover by 
rigid raiders and once on board we were given the opportunity to 
shower, shave and have a hot meal which refreshed us no end. We 
were transported from the Blue Rover to Stornaway by helicopter 
where we boarded a Hercules for our journey home. 

On arrival in Aldershot the exercise debrief took place, a few drinks 
and a hot meal soon loosened the tongues and stories were told. 
Overall the exercise was far from easy but it was a most enjoyable one. 
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EXERCISE PEGASUS DIVE 
by Capt Mike Rogers 

As we all met on what turned out to be a miserable Sunday morning 
it was no surprise to find someone had forgotten their passport and 
although I promised not to reveal the name of the offender, we were 
delayed until it was found. On arrival at Terminal 3 at Heathrow 
Airport we had our fi rst encounter with the roan with the bloodshot 
eyes, straps. all over his chest and carrying a plastic carrier bag 
however, this was not Frank Spencer as we first thought, but our 
diving supervisor, Maj Hilary Nash. 

On arrival in Jordan we were met by our tour guide who 
immediately took our passports and disappeared. We became 
suspicious and a little worried however, this was the pace of life in 
Jordan and we were eventually on our way to Aqaba and our hotel, 
the Nuirakh, which was still being constructed. 

The first days diving got off to an easy start with a breakfast 
disaster consisting of boiled egg, a triangle of cheese and a blob of 
jam all of which could be put into the infamous pitta bread (khaubz). 
Needless to say for the rest of the tour everyone lived on pitta bread 
and jam . On arrival at the Royal Diving Cent~e ~e all .dre.w ~ur kit , 
supplied as part of the package, to find the maJonty of 1t d1dn t work 
and either needed repair or servicing. Eventually we were ready for 
our first dive with W02 (RQMS) Steve Clarke leading the way. The 
different colours of coral, the visibility which was 15-20m and the 
many species of fish made this first dive a memorable one. Our 
supervisors Maj Hilary Nash and WOl 'Mac' McCrindle then planned 
the rest of the week' s dive. It was spent exploring the coral reefs and 
a couple of wrecks, providing an opportunity for divers to explore the 
ship's hold and passageways: Althou~h in~eresting .there was~ risk o! 
attracting some rather ferocious lookmg fish , luckily as Cpl Scouse 
Ramsden found out, they weren't much interested in the divers. 

On the penultimate day the party split up with h~f water s~ing and 
the remainder visiting the lost city of Petra, a city carved mto the 
mountains and buildings looking much better than our hotel. After 
visiting the tombs we all had a ride on the camels, even persuading 
WOl 'Mac' McCrindle to have a go . We then went on to the houses 
where the rock from which they were hewn provided an array of 
colours which made it all really magnificent. 

A special thanks must go to our supervisors, Maj Hilary Nash and 
WOl 'Mac' McCrindle, without whom the tour would not have been 
the success it was. 

W02 (ROMS) Steve Clarke displays his seaside look at the start 
of the race 

150 miles and 4 days later the RSM, W01 Billy Haslam and FofS, 
W02 Lee Wookey end the Ex Green-Go 

LCpl 'Gas' Christie considers his next meal, it's either this or more 
pitta bread and jam 

If responding to any advertisements in The Wire please mention 
that you saw it in your Corps Magazine. 
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19 Inf Bde HQ and Sig Sqn 
(209) 

July aw commitments to RlT, RAAT, adventure training and the 
ine\'itable fast-ball which left the Squadron more des rted than during 
block leave. Whilst SHQ toiled with equipment tables, manning 
tables, the Brigade FfX and our coming exercise in Cyprus the 
majority of the troops were 'otherwise engaged'. 

EXERCI EPA THER'S SURF 
With the unexpected cancellation of the Squadron ummer camp 

Sgt Phil Anderson and Cpl George Hume decided to fill the gap in the 
forecast of events with a canoeing exercise in Cornwall. After some 
very basic lessons in urf canoeing and eskimo rolling in the garrison 
pool they et off with a party of six for Penhale Camp and Fistral 
Bay-reputedly che best surfing beach in the UK. While not as 
glamorous a Hawaii it was clear that they had chosen the best week 
of the year for surf and the place was packed with surfers and 
canoeists. It was a nerve-wracking introduction for the novices who 
learned to roll over, roll up, roll over, and capsize without always 
meaning to. Cpl Chris Davies and 'Giff Giffen were soon picking up 
waves regularly and only capsizing after another inevitable crash with 
Cpl 'Taff Hughes. Cpls 'Bear' Convery and 'Bri' Ruddin were 
equally good. Overall an excellent two weeks and there are now plenty 
of volunteers for the Army Surf Canoe Championships later this year. 

SSgt Keith Williams meanwhile had organised a caving expedition 
Lo Ripon. Having selected the pride of his MT fleet (the Squadron 
minibus) for the journey he was relieved to see it break down only 
three times! Things rapidly improved and several of the group were 
proving to be natural cavers. LCpl 'Mole' Morley was a true sewer rat 
going into any hole even a dead-end. Cfn 'JCB' Rolland had a 
different approach, preferring to smash his way through tunnels, that 
did not exist. Overall an excellent if dark week was had by everyone. 

WINDSURFING WITH THE RSM 
June and sporting thoughts drift from the freezing mud and lashing 

rain of the rugby and football fields towards more gentle summer 
pursuits. RSM Walker's thoughts turn to his windsurfer and he soon 
had a party eager to brave the North Sea with him. 

The exotic location of St Osyth near Clacton was chosen in 
preference to Bondi Beach, and it was here that we spent three days 
skating, slipping and shivering until at last we managed to stand up, 
hold the sail and move (the basics of windsurfing apparently). The 
RSM taught us the theory of windsurfing and on the final day we 
sailed a triangular course under his watchful eye. Hardly the stuff of 
Old Spice commercials, but we returned to Colchester with eight RY A 
level 1 passes and seventeen bingo wins to our credit. 

PROTEUS CAMP 
As in previous years the Squadron was tasked with providing 

communications equipment and signals instruction at the CCF annual 
camp, held this year at Proteus Camp. As the three FFRs pulled into 
the camp with Cpl Jan Foster, LCpl Karl Toughey, Sigs 'Badge' 
Badger and Dave Harding it was obvious that the administration was 
going to be good as we knew within ten seconds when we would be 
on guard! We were attached to the Signals' Instructor Capt Mike 
Buckley ACF who was evidently a member of the Magic Circle. His 
favourite trick involved proving that all his personal kit would fit 
inside one FFR and trailer! 
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Colchester 

The day involved instruction on basic VP antenna construction and 
working on net radio. The majority of this was new to the Cadets and 
many of the DS appeared to be glad of a 'refresher'. We were 
pleasantly surprised at how quickly the students learned and what they 
occasionally lacked in knowledge they more than made up for in 
enthusiasm. Towards the end of the camp our lessons had become so 
successful we were running 'evening classes' as well and ended the 
week thoroughly exhausted. However, a rewarding experience for all 
concerned and a good opportunity to learn more about CCF and 
ACFs. Cpl 'Digger' Grave, LCPls 'Tich' Richardson, 'Buzz' Buzzard, 
Dvr 'Vernon' Campbell and Cfn 'Rolly' Rolland were members of the 
Inf Demo Section which displayed section attack tactics to the Cadets . 
All the above were kept in line by our Provost Sgt, Sgt Sammy 
Abmed. 

EXERCISE WELSH GRIFFIN 
Ex Welsh Griffin was the annual UOTC summer camp based, this 

year, in Sennybridge. The Squadron was tasked with providing three 
FFRs and operators for the safety net. The journey to Wales involved 
several detours; clearly Sig Tim Bagnall's confident 'I know where 
we' re going' was only meant as a joke. However, it was unique to be 
lost without an officer being involved . 

The first few days of the exercise were taken up with comms trials 
in the exercise area. This would have been simple but for the rather 
unique VP used by the Officer Cadets. Things improved rapidly and 
the dets were deployed to various locations. LCpl Si Brown, more 
used to perching on a hill in Germany, found himself in a pub car park 
while LCpl Tim Vanandel was on a campsite complete with swimming 
pool and bar. Sig 'Boggy' Marsh had to be content with a field and 
a few sheep but RHIP! 

In fact we were worked extremely hard trying to keep track of 
dozens of Officer Cadets trudging through the Welsh hills learning 
what the Army is really about. The week was rounded off with the 
opportunity to pass on some of our expert comms skills and to gain 
a unique insight into the social life of an undergraduate. 

RASAM-92 
by SSgt 'Nobby' Nevill 

As I tried to slide quietly into the chair of Alpha Tp my first phone 
call was a request to supply a fatigue party of ten men-now! This was 
a concern as muster parade that morning consisted of three men, the 
Tp Comd, myself and the Tp Sgt. I decided this was a problem for 
the Tp Sgt to handle and went off in search of the shooting team
another mistake. They called themselves the 'Diamond White Target 
Club', it sounded impressive but in fact was merely the team 
members' favourite tipple. While it was obvious that all the team were 
good shots because the Squadron had qualified there appeared to be 
a slight lack of consistency. Once at Bisley the temperature of the 
competition was hot but unfortunately Sgt 'Swanny' Swann was cool, 
in fact, virtually freezing and consequently the rifle scores 
plummeted. Fortunately the pistol team shot extremely well and came 
3rd overall with Cpl 'Robbo' Robinson coffiing 30th individually
very commendable. 

Overall the team produced a very creditable performance, with 
further preparation time, might have done very much better. While I 
have yet to find the rest of Alpha Tp, if they're as good a bunch as 
the shooting team 1 am in for a good tour. 

THE WIRE, OCTOBER 1992 

Sqn Comd Maj A. K. Trimble 
2IC Capt E.G. Holmes 
AO Maj W. A. C. Griffiths, AO Designate Capt F. MacKender, SSM 
W02 (SSM) K. G. Jenkins, Comms Sp Tp Comd W02 (FofS) 
Moren SQMS SSgt (SQMS) D. A. Wilson, ORSQMS SSgt (ORQMS) 
A. P. Gillard, Commcen Tp Comd SSgt (YofS) Whittle, Radio Tp 
Comd SSgt M. P. Boyle . 

COMMANDER COMMUNICATIONS BAOR VISITS BERLIN 
On Wednesday 6 May 1992, Brig J. D. Stokoe CBE, the new Comd 

Comms BAOR visited Corps units in Berlin Garrison. 
Comd Com~s presented Gulf Medals to Cpl Cameron and Sig 

Oldfield in the presence of their wives, who were presented with 
bouquets. At the Sergeants' Mess he met WOl (GSM) Lynch and 
presented LC & GC Medals to SSgt Boyle and Sgt Birchenough and 
met their families at curry lunch. 

Brig Stokoe presents LS & GC Medal to Sgt Jake Birchenough 

Brig Stokoe presents the Gulf Medal to Sig Keith Oldfield 

We offer best wishes to Capt Liz Holmes, nee Wise, on her 
marriage to Army Air Corps Officer, Lt David. Hol~es . J~kes 
about who has a large helicopter are not tolerated m Radio Tp. . 

We bid farewell to W02 (SSM) Alan Bailey, SSgt (SQMS) Neil 
Thomas, Sgt Jake Birchenough and their .families, ~ho have ta~en 
their golden handshake and joined the housmg queue m UK. We wish 
them every success in their new lives; Our tha~ks to you a.ll. . 

Welcome W02 (SSM) Kevin Jenkins and Tma and fanuly, enJOY 

your tour. R b rt h ·s 
Finally we offer our best wishes to Sgt Anne. !> .e. son, w o 1 

leaving the Army, and MJss Lynne Moody ~ho is 1ommg the .Army 
as a potential Signaller, after a thorough tour in the Squadron Orderly 
Room! 
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229 Sig Sqn 
BFPO 45 

On Thursday 18 June Maj Andrew Trimble, Capt L~ Holmes a.nd 
W02 (FofS) Russ Moren attended the quarterly meeung of Alh~ 
Signals Officers. This meeting is hosted in turn ~y each of the ~hes 
in Berlin and due to recent developments now includes the Signals 
Officers of the Bundeswehr. . . 

Representatives gather for coffee and a national spec1ahty before 
the meeting takes place. . . . .. 

The meeting covered aspects of joint commumcattons fac1hues and, 
in increasingly greater proportions, discussions oyer who bought what 
from the Berlin Budget. This in turn leads to a vanety of problems su.ch 
as 'Where is it now?', 'Who saw it last?' and 'What shall we do with 
it, presuming we can find it? ' All this of course in three .languages 
(French English and American). The Germans, being good 
Europe~ns managed perfectly in all three. Lunch was next on the 
agenda and also followed the national aspect of the hosts . 

Our last meeting was hosted by the Germans and the venue was the 
'Federal Armed Forces Communications and Information Systems 
Office' (F AFCISO) at Strausberg which is situated halfway betw~n 
Berlin and Poland. The building is reminiscent of a large executive 
type hotel complex with every conference facility imaginable-it was, 
in fact constructed for the 1985 Conference of Warsaw Pact 
Countries. A guided tour of the complex was provided after t~e 
meeting which was fascinating. Following lunch, another tour, this 
time around the colocated Verification Centre. . 

This Centre now controls the local area Verifi~tion program.~e m 
which the former Eastern bloc nations can mspect our M1htary 
hardware and vice versa. This ensures we are not hiding more than our 
fair share of tanks in amongst the other vehicles on the NAAFI car 
park. (NVA) 

Our guide, a Colonel in the Bunde~ehr. but ex-GDR Army , 
gave a detailed brief on the Venficatlo~ programme and then 
explained that under the NVA the same buildmg had. been used as a 
planning centre enabling the Warsaw Pact Countries to plot the 
downfall of the Western World. 

We were shown a large room that comprised a 13 x 21m relief_ map 
of Germany and the Low Countries which could. be . underlit. by 
thousands of LEDs in an array of colours, to h1ghhght vanous 
features. Around the room on three sides and three level~ were 
cubicles each containing a table and four chairs, all overlookmg the 
map. The staff would then plan out various scen~io's. aimed at the 
'defence of the GDR' most of which included mvading what was 
West Germany! The LEDs were used as an aid to display for example, 
areas of autobahn earmarked for use as landing strips, areas _of boggy 
ground to be avoided, deeply forested areas ll?d so on. On bemg asked 
why the map did not include France we were mformed tfat the Fr~nch 
were never viewed as a threat once they had left NA TO. And besides, 
their motorways were constantly blockaded by irate lorry drivers and 
therefore they couldn't be invaded! 

ATHLETICS · d hl · 
The Squadron recently took part in the Bnga e at ebcs 

competition which they have won for the past two years. 
A strong field of athletes was assembled and the Squadron once 

again rose to the challenge to finish outright winners by seven clear 
points . 1 •Lin · h 

Notable performances include LCpl Lee 'The Muse e to.n m t . e 
JOOm, 400m and 4 x 400m relay. Cpl Linton was an easy winner ~n 
all of the above events. Praise must also go to LCpl Tim Williams m 
the discus and Sig 'Rocky' Fisher in the sh.o_t. Th~ Squadro~ won 
medals in nearly every event. The competition chmax~d with. an 
excellent 4 x 400m relay which saw the Squadron work us way mto 
an unassailable lead. 

On the 2-3 August a much depleted ~quadron team headed for 
Herford and the Morrison Cup. The previous month Cpl Linton had 
been posted and that combined with three members of the team on 
career courses was to make our task more diffi~ult. Th~ Sq~adron put 
in a valiant performance to finish fourth mmor um! with notab.le 
performances by Sig Rocky Fisher ~n the shot, LCpl Tim WUUams m 
the discus and Sig Craig Sneddon in the l ,500m. 
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244 ig Sqn (AS) 
Colerne 

On the occa ion of the departure of th·· Squadron from RAF Brize 
'orton and a part of Tactical Comm tications Wing (TCW), the 

unit held a farewell parade, marched around the station and out of the 
main gate. We were accompanied by the Corp Band th11mghout. 

The parade con i ted of a contingent of marching Troops 
commanded by Lt Phill Abram, while 2Lt Nick Peet took charge of 
the vehicle party. Two 'Arctic role BV 206's, two 'Desert role' and 
two 'UK/ BAOR roled' Jandrovers represented our recent involvement 
in operations and exerci es in all climates, side by side with the Royal 
Air Force. Following the parade, the Royal Signals Freefall Parachute 
Display Team and White Helmets Motorcycle Display Team 
performed for the Squadron and their guests, after which the Master 
of Signals pre ented a scroll to the Station Commander, Gp Capt K. 
D. Filbey, on behalf of all members of the Corps who have served at 
Brize orton. 

Air Vice Marshal Johns inspects the Squadron assisted by Lt Phill 
Abram 

The.AOC I Gp, Air Vice Marshal R. E. Johns CB, CBE, LVO was 
the Inspecting Officer and many past Sqn Comds TCW and 244 Sig 
Sqn (AS) were present. This highlighted the close cooperation and 
long association we had enjoyed at Brize Norton, as did the fly past 
of Tomados from 617 Sqn, whlch arrived with perfect timing! We 
ended the day with cocktails and a barbecue, with soldiers, past and 
present, and their families together with official guests . 

The day was a great success and enjoyed by all. Our thanks go to 
all who attended. The Squadron now becomes part of 21 Sig Regt 
(AS) at Colerne, bul the 'Red Hand Gang' remains and so will the 
reurtions! 

The parade marches past the Station Commander, led by Maj Alan 
Hutt 
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• LPHA TROOP 
Tp Comd 
Tp SSgt 
Tp Sgt Sgt Mark Tivey. 

THE FINAL FLING! 

Lt Phil Abram 
SSgt Steve Davison 

With the move to Colerne around the corner A Troop decided to 
clear the Troop of its funds (or before SSgt Steve Davison could spend 
it on the adult movie channel) and start afresh at our new residence. 

Our accountant Sgt Mark ' Dodgy' Tlvey booked the Troop to see 
the roly poly comic Bernard Manning at the Embassy Club 
Manchester. 

The Embassy Club is so popular that we all believed we were on a 
oel Edmonds whirly wheel challenge! with 25 of us packed like 

sardines around a couple of tables, if you were not aware of all the 
Troop members, you soon made some new friends! The atmosphere 
was friendly. 

Cpl Davey Birtle the Troop centurion was given a farewell from the 
Army (a little premature thanks to a wind up by Sgt Mark Tivey ) by 
big Bernard himself. The Embassy Club shut at midnight and the 
Troop hit the local night spots for a couple of hours, Cpl Ian Johnston 
decided he had swallowed three too many and made a quick getaway 
to Liverpool. Cpl Harry Kemp heard Champagne was becoming rare 
and bought a couple of bottles. We departed Manchester at 0300 hrs 
having all had a thoroughly good night. 

The bus arrived back at BZN 0630 hrs and looked like a football 
terrace on a Saturday afternoon. 

BRAVO TROOP 
Tp Comd Capt Neil Makepeace 
Tp SSgt SSgt Roy Holcombe 

Bravo Tp has been reduced from its original 30+ to around 15. It 
was decided to say farewell to Brize Norton with a night out at one 
of the local picturesque pubs. A good night was had by all including 
renditions of all the favourite squaddie songs. The highlight was a 
reverse double back somersault with pike by LCpl Sticky Greene, we 
found out later that he had been pushed off the bridge by Sig Gaz 
Middleton . 

The Red Hand Gang has been systematically removed from the 
annals of Brize history over the last few months, culminating in an 
excellent parade whlch was enjoyed by various guests of honour . 

Congratulations to Cpl Neil Hunt and Sig Gaz Middleton on their 
marriages (not to each other). Also farewell to Cpl Neil Hunt on 
posting to Cyprus (what a honeymoon). Sporting achievements: Since 
SSgt Roy Holcombe's success at Tulworth {last issue) he has been 
selected to represent Oxfordshlre in the Inter Counties competitions. 

Bravo Tp personnel have all now been relocated to other Troops 
withln 21 Sig Regt and look forward to a new challenge. Farewell RAF 
Brize Norton. 

CHARLIE TROOP 
Tp Comd 2Lt Nick Peet 
Tp Cpl Cpl Bully Swift 

Not a lot has happened in Charlie Tp in the last few months due to 
the .move/ amalgamation with 21 Sig Regt (AS). 

However Sigs 'Oz Mansell' Bowden and 'J. J. • Hutson have formed 
the Royal Signals landrover display team and our vain attempts on the 
life of the Tp Comd 2Lt 'Brains' Nick Peet have failed, one such 
attempt was when we performed a hair-raising stunt of a full one and 
a half somersault at 50mph, never mind, better luck next time. 

Four members of the Troop were lucky enough to experience the 
delights of Ex Pegasus Fury with 5 AB Bde, the highlight of the 
exercise for LCpl 'Fletch' Fletcher was running out of the back of a 
Chinook. 

At the same time as 'Pegasus Fury' the rest of the Squadron were 
on 'OSEX' where Sig 'Oz' Bowden found a new recruit for the 
landrover display team, the new team member is Cpl 'Ollie' Lambert 
who under Sig Bowden 's excellent instruction performed a perfect side
ways roll onto an unsuspecting Ford Escort! 

To the lads of Charlie Team all the best for the future. 

AND FINALLY 
Due to our amalgamation with 21 Sig Regt (AS), thls is the Red 

Hand Gang's last contribution to The Wire . The Squadron has always 
had a reputation as a professional organisation carrying out a 
specialist role and I know many ex members of the Squadron have 
particularly fond memories of their time with the unit. As Sqn Comd, 
l would like to take this opportunity of wishing all of the Red Hand 
Gang the very best for the future-wherever they may serve. 

Squadron personalities on the move: Capt Matt Fensom 
and W02 (SSM) Ian Brereton posted 21 Sig Regt (AS). W02 
(YofS) Mick Brady posted Civ Div, W02 (RQMS) Chris Charlton 
posted 34 Sig Regt (V), W02 (FofS) Steve Whitwood posted HQ BFC 
and SSgt Graham Smith posted 8 Inf Bde HQ and Sig Sqn. 
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249 Sig Sqn (AMF(L)) 
Bulford Camp 

ARRIVALS AND FAREWELLS 
Too numerous to mention by name but we extend a hearty welcome 

to all our new arrivals and their families and wish all our ex-members 
best wishes for the future. 

EXERCISE ALLEGIANCE EXPRESS/ ARDENT GROUND 
The Squadron deployed on one of the AMF(L)'s less glamorous 

deployments-In this case Otterburn Training Area in the north of 
England! The Squadron settled into its various deployment areas and 
then set about breaking down the language barriers with our NA TO 
allies. Despite our best efforts some found the 'Geordie' dialect more 
difficult than Italian! The exercise followed a familiar format with the 
high profile deterrence ops being followed by the more tactical combat 
ops phase. Communications were no problem and breaks in the 
exercise schedule provided the opportunity for walking along 
Hadrians Wall as well as the highlight of abseiling out of Huey 
helicopters, courtesy of the US Army. 

FIELD FIRING 
At the conclusion of Ex Allegiance Express the Squadron travelled 

direct to Sennybridge for an extensive field firing and trairting 
exercise. A superb training package was provided by the Training 
Staff which included section in defence and Jive section attacks as well 
as FIBUA training. All this enabled us to refresh old skills and learn 
many new ones. A section competition added a competitive edge to 
the training with sections trying to outdo each other. The highlight of 
the event was the live firing section attack under extremely realistic 
conditions. The eventual winners of the competition were 2 Section 
led by Cpl Rickey Taylor. 

SQUADRON ATHLETICS COMPETITION . . 
The unit return to Bulford on 10 June meant little rest for ured 

bodies as we launched into the athletics competition on 12 June at 
Andover. A glorious summer's day saw some fine performances in an 
extremely close run inter troop competition whlch eventually ended 
with the SHQ/Q Tp team making a clean sweep of the honours with 
Sgt 'Dude' Lopex REME winning the. I:Ieptathlon, Cpl Ke". R~id 
winrting the individual standards compeuuon and the Troop wmrung 
both the Chain of Command and the inter troop competition. Special 
mention must be made to the organisers led by Lt David Duggan, for 
their efforts and especially for the packed lunches! Our second photo 
shows Sig 'Whitney' Houston receiving the Inter Troop trophy from 
the Sqn Comd Maj Paul Oldfield . 

Sig Houston receives the Inter Troop Trophy 

THREE PEAKS YACHT RACE 
The unit's extremely busy programme continued on 18 June whe11 

some 40 men and 15 vehicles deployed to provide command/safety 
communications for the organisers of ~he. Rou.n_d Britain ~hree Peaks 
Yacht Race. Thls event is a round Bntam sa1lmg race w11h .st.op o.ff 
points at Caernarfon, Ravenglass in Cumbria and Fort Willi~ m 
Scotland. This allows the competitors to run up some of the h1gh~st 
peaks in the country-namely Snowdo_n, S~arfell Pike and Ben Ne~1s . 
With the distances involved this 1s a really challenging 
communications exercise as well as an interesting spectator event and 
participation is a sought after honour. 
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THE KIWJ TROPHY 
2 July . aw our annual ~u.umer biathlon, the Kiwi Trophy. Thi 

year's competition was timed to coincide with a visit from the ew 
Zealand High Commissioner, The Honourable George F. Gair QSO 
accompanied by his Defence Staff led by Commodore John Leonard 
RNZN. 1 July saw those members of the unit involved in hosting our 
guests and organising the main event run the 22km cour e in atrocious 
conditions. 35lb bergans seemed to weigh considerably more as the 
rain poured down! Despite their best efforts at bribery the competitors 
results were kept a closely guarded secret to avoid giving an unfair 
advantage to those in the main event. 2 July dawned dry and ~unny, 
the competitors started the long race for home at two minute intervals. 
At the same time the High Commissioner and his staff, accompanied 
by the Sqn Comd and W02 (SSM) George and a trumpeter from the 
Corps band visited the village church at Codford to lay a wreath at 
a memorial to the New Zealand soldiers who lost their lives in the 
influenza epidemic of 1919 whilst awaiting transport home after the 
Great War. The visitors, now joined by the Comd UK element 
AMF(L)/ Comd Bulford Area Brig N. Haynes CBE and the Deputy 
Comd 2 Sig Bde Col M. P. S. Shaw toured the route seeing the 
competitors. Whilst the competitors rested weary feet and backs, the 
guests were entertained to lunch and the results were being hastily 
compiled. After lunch the High Commissioner presented the 
following prizes: 

The Kiwi Trophy-Cpl Connolly . 
The Barry Trophy-Cpl Storey (223) (Awarded for the best overall 

time from the Kiwi Trophy, the winter ski biathlon and the JOkm ski 
race) . 

The Lang Trophy-Sgt Martin (Awarded to the soldier who, in the 
opinion of the Sqn Comd has done most to enhance the reputation of 
the unit in the past year). 

The Cook Pot-Cpl Rickett (Awarded to the fastest novice in the 
!Okm ski race) . 

' 

Cpl Connolly receiving the Kiwi Trophy 
Photograph courtesy 'Soldier Magazine ' 

Following the prize giving the High Commissioner presented a LS 
& GC Medal to Cpl 'Bart' Storey and Gulf Medals to Lt Spencer, 
W02 (SSM) George, SSgt Barnes, Cpls Batts, Lingard, Sloman and 
LCpl Bradley. 

The New Zealand High Commissioner presents the Gulf Medal to 
Lt Spencer 

Photograph courtesy 'Soldier Magazine'. 
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251 Sig Sqn 
Aldershot 

Sqn Comd Maj R. G. Drake 
21 Capt K. M. Munnoch AGC 
00 Capt D. Jep on , TOT Capt J. Gerrard, A/ B Tp Comd Lt S. A. 

Mendonca A , CDSO WOI Skelton, SSM W02 (SSM) Vaughan, 
E h gt gt Lightfoot . 

AREWELLS 
Farewell and best wi hes Lo go to W02 Woodcock, SSgt Clark, Sgt 

Taker, Cpl Bailey, Ben ley, Marritt, Wildbore, Peacock, Sigs 
Clifton, Ducker, Lye, Pickersgill, James, P rker and True. 

ARRIVALS 
The Squadron extend a warm welcome to W02 Vaughan, SSgts 

Turner, Peet, gt lade, Cpls Thwaite, Floyd, LCpl Thompson, Sigs 
Franklin, Moffatt, MarshaJI, Cookman and Verdere. 

EXERCISE WELSH WANDA 
by Sig T. S. Chambers 

When we got to Kinmel Park Training Camp we were split into our 
five secLions. The SSM showed us our accommodation and told us to 
get changed into our swimsuit . We knew what would be coming next. 
A wonderful swim in Lhe freezing cold sea, battling against tidal 
waves. It was definitely character building to say the least. 

The activities which made up the week were: Canoeing, 
Windsurfing, Hor e riding, Rock climbing, Abseiling, Skiing/ 
Tobogganing and a nice 'stroll' up Mount Snowdon. 

The rock climbing and abseiling were wiLhout doubt my favourite 
activities. A lot of people managed to overcome their fears and did 
various difficult climbs. We even got to 'free climb' over a fresh water 
pool, which myself, Sig Luke and Sig Heslop fell in. What a laugh . 

The windsurfing was fun, but unfortunately there wasn't much 
wind, so once we were far out, we were stuck there. Thank goodness 
for the rescue boat. 

One of the canoe instructor , Maj Tonkins (Sapper), brought along 
a hot air balloon and many of us, including Maj Drake, our Sqn 
Comd, took advantage of the chance to take a flight. An 'uplifting' 
experience, for which we all received certificates. 

One of the days was spent horseriding in the morning and then dry 
slope skiing/tobogganing straight afterwards. LCpl Spooner had her 
own toboggan 'break'-her arm-which ended up in plaster. 

On the last evening we had a barbecue and each syndicate did a skit 
of the week . They were all original and very funny. 

Sig Tracey Chambers enjoys being dangled by a rope over the 
cliffs in North Walesl 

CHARITY CANOE EVENT 
by LCpl A. M. Parker 

With the kind permission of the Basingstoke Canal Authority I had 
arranged a sponsored canoe on the Basingstoke Canal for 24 May . It 
was proposed to canoe from Ash Lock to Odiham and back, a 
distance of 32m. Cpl Tanya 'Water Wings' Vincent and I started at 
1000 hrs on a bright day so we were a little concerned about sunburn 
so the sun cream was liberally applied . With the aid of our back-up 
crew: Sigs Tracey Parker, Bob Ridsdale and Drew Murphy, we set off. 
The trees shaded us from the sun until the far side of Fleet so no 
problems from sunburn so far. We stopped every three or four miles 
for a drink and the odd sticky bar which was provided by our back-up 
crew. At 1400 hrs we arrived at Odiham, SSgt Clark and Sgt Clark 
were there to greet us. We had lunch and a few soft drinks . Suitably 
refreshed we started back to Ash Lock, stopping at the same places 
along the way . Between Odiham and Fleet the sun was now high in 
the sky and beating down on the back of our necks . Our 6 mile 
stretch was long and very hot so we were glad to see the back-up crew 
with refreshments . 

We arrived back at Ash Lock at 1950 hrs, with a total canoeing time 
of 5 hrs and 50 mins. We completed the 32m, not quite as fresh as 
we began . 

Sponsor money is still coming in, but with people away on exercise, 
it is difficult to collect. We hope to raise close to one thousand pounds 
which we will be donating to a very worthwhile charity, The Cot 
Death Research FoundaLion. We extend our thanks to all those who 
made this possible for us and to all sponsors for money donated. Once 
again, thank you very much . 

254 (UNFICYP) Sig Sqn 
BFPO 567 

SHQ 
Sqn Comd Maj F. T. Riley 
21C Capt S. M: Willi11mson 
SSM W02 (SSM) D. Bennett, SQMS SSgt (SQMS) D. Forbes, Chief 
Clerk Sgt S. James. Stores Acct Cpl Bradley, FSO Clerk Mrs F. Marr 
Typist Miss A. J. Harris. ' 

The Squadron bade fond farewell to 21C Capt Jon Watt and 
Sophia. We wish them all the best at Blandford on the long course and 
then at I 5 Sig Regt. In their place we welcome Capt Steve Williamson 
and Sarah . We wish them all the best for an enjoyable tour with the 
UN. 

EXERCISE APHRODITES DELIGHT 
Ex Aphrodites Delight is the Squadron's bi-annual adventure 

training exe~cise . . It to<?k place from 29 June-IO July at Evdihmou Bay 
west of Ep1skop1. Jomed by a few members of Sp Regt pursuits 
included: saili~~ .. rock-climbing, canoeing, windsurfing, diving and 
other fun acuv1t1es. All who took part enjoyed themselves and a 
special thanks to all those who assisted OCdt Andy Hopcraft in 
organising the Exercise and instructing. 
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RADIO TROOP 
Tp Comd Lt Paul Richer Canadian Signals 
Tp SSgt SSgt Chris McGinley 
Tp Sgt Sgt John Banta Canadian Signals. 

HELLOS AND GOODBYES 
We start by saying a fond farewell to those who have left us , LCpls 

Link, Sammy Lee and Sig Meakin . 
New arrivals include: LCpls Oliver, Mick Nesbit and Sig Bry Owen. 
We would also like to say farewell to Sgt Norton who is returning 

to Canada . w'e will miss him. Hello to Sgt John Banta who takes over 
from him . 

ROPING AND ABSEILING COURSE 
A roping and abseiling course was held in July, attended by ten 

Squadron members. They were: Sgt Norris, Cpls Jolly, Smith, 
Levesque, Sig Laverie, Cpls Ruddock, Horan, Stroud, Sig Marlow 
and Pte Normand. 

The course was set up by SSgt Chris McGinley and without his 
knowledge it would not have been possible. The first part of the 
course was a roping technique from a Gazelle helicopter. 
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The second day involved abseiling from a Wessex at 180ft. This was 
much more fun and everybody enjoyed it. This took place at Akroti1i 

TECH AND LINE TROOP 
Tp Comd SSgt (FofS) Carl Shead 
Tp Sgt Sgt Si Norris 
Wksp Sgt Sgt McNulty, Line Sgt Sgt Pete Atkinson, Cpl Neil Cain . 

ARRIVALS AND DEPARTURES 
We say farewell to Cpl Paul Witchell, LCpl Paul Batley and Sig 

'Shippey' Ship. Also a special farewell to Sgt 'Taff' Bryant off to NI 
on well deserved promotion , after the obligatory Sgts' Course! 
Thanks to all for your hard work and support. 

Jn their place we welcome Cpl Cain, Ursula and family, Cpl Neil 
Ginger, LCpl Paul Pearson and Sig Andy Prout. We hope you all 
enjoy your tour. 

PRESENTATION OF LS & GC 
SSgt (FofS) Carl Shead was presented the LS & GC Medal by the 

Commander British Forces Cyprus-A VM A. F. C. Hunter CBE, 
AFC during the Gulf Medal Parade. Mrs Marion Shead and their 
children, Darryl, Wayne and Vanessa watched the presentation. 

AVM A. F. C. Hunter presents SSgt (FofS) Shead with his LS & 
GC 

COMMCEN TROOP 
Tp Comd W02 (YofS) Brendan Kelly 
Tp Sgt Sgt Mick Hodkinson 
Tp Cpl Cpl Niblock, A Shift Cpl Bod Horan, B Shift Cpl Ruddock, 
C Shift Cpl Ewen Tait, SOS Driver Sig 'Scouse' Carville. 

HELLOS AND GOODBYES 
Fond farewells to Sigs Eddie Hazelwood, 'Tinny' Tindale and Andy 

Marlow. Thank you for hard work while you were here. 
Welcome to Sigs Rich Ayling, Chris Bryson and 'Scouse' Carville. 

Hope you have an enjoyable tour. . 
Congratulations to Sig Tindale and Mrs Tindale on the birth of 

their baby son. 

UNFICYP SAFE AND SKJLLED DRIVING 
On Thursday 16 June the Squadron represented Sp Regt in the Safe 

& Skilled Driving Competition. The event consisted of an overnight 
map reading route followed by a monitored convoy drive back to the 
UNP A. Once back the team were put through their paces with cross
country; manoeuvring skills; recovery, first aid; MT; ~ompetition 
was fierce but the Squadron managed to pip Sector 2 to wm the event. 

DASH COMPETITION-POTTED SPORTS 
For the inter-troop competition in July SSgt Chris McGinley 

organised a more unusual form of potte~ sports. Team~ we~e put 
through their paces via a selection of physical tasks to gam pomts-
each a mini assault course! . 

Tech and Line Tp again managed to retain the trophy with a 
resounding victory. Well done. 
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UNflCYP S REGT ORIENTEERING 
A• 0545 hrs on Thursday .\; July the five ~ub-umt of U FlCYP 

Sp Regt gathered at the swimming pool, on the UNPA, to take pan 
in the final competition for the CO's shield. Each unit had to upply 
six runners to compete over three courses varying in length from 4km 
to 7km. 

Despite a few misleading clues some fast times were recorded. 
Individual times were added together to produce a total for the team. 
The winners were 254 Sig Sqn closely followed by HQ Sqn in 2nd 
place and Ord & Flt in 3rd place. 

The Squadron Team 

SWIMMING COMPETITION 
The Squadron was, unfortunately, beaten into second place in both 

the water polo and swimming events. In the water polo final the 
Squadron lost 11 goals to JO, but thanks for such a good effort. 
Notable performances were by Sgt Carl McNulty, Isl in the 50m 
freestyle and 200m individual medley, Pte Frank Lindegger, 1st in the 
IOOm freestyle and Cpl Max Hurd, 2nd in the 200m freestyle- well 
done! 

The Winning Team 
L to R: Cpls Max Hurd, Neil Cain, Brad Bradley, Bruce Findlay, Sigs 

Andy Prout, John Sneath and Pte Jaques Normand 

379 



259 Sig Sqn 
BFPO 53 

n Comd Maj Jim Dryburgh 
2IC Capt ' Butch' Maycock 
QM Capt John O'Rourke, SSM W02 (SSM) Pete Woodward, CC 

gt Mark Bonham, ORC LCpl Pete Chapman, Typist Mrs Pantelitsa 
Ana tasiou. 

VI IT OF DACOS CIS 1 
Col E. M. Pmnll DACOS ClS l made a farewell visit to the 

quadron on 17 July and during his visit, presented the LS & GC 
Medal to gt Keith Carter (soon to be SSgt) of Episkopi Tp. The 
Colonel spent a full day at the locations at Episkopi and Akrotiri, 
completing hi B3 trade tests before taking up his post at Glasgow. 

~ 

Maj Jim Dryburgh, Sgt Keith Carter and Col Mike Powell after the 
LS & GC presentation 

HAILS AND FAREWELLS 
Farewell to Maj Ron Collins and Anne off to Harrogate, SQMS 

Nat Cole to 9 Sig Regt and Capt Mick Kennedy (or is it Banks?) our 
long suffering 2IC who is now with 28 Sig Regt in St Tonis. 

Welcome co new QM Capt John O'Rourke and Babs, new SQMS 
SSgt (SQMS) Andy Carver and family and to new 2IC Capt 'Butch' 
Maycock who seems never to have left the island since the 1970s. 

MOUNTAIN TROOP 
Tp Comd 
Tp Sgt 

Capt C. A. Maycock 
Sgt J. Renshaw 

HELWS AND GOODBYES 
Welcome to Sgt Pete Szeremeta from 15 Sig Regt and Sig Terry Hall 

from 8 Sig Regt after successfully passing his Bl and Fibre Course. 
We have recently said goodbye· to Lt Kes Russell and SSgt (FofS) 

Mi~ Milne both to Airfield Tp. Finally Sgt Billy Chambers and 
family are currently winging (or whingeing) their way to I Inf Bde, not 
before they purchased a year's supply of Cam Cream. 

CONGRATULATIONS 
Congratulations are in order to two members of the Troop, who 

have. taken the plunge_ into married life. Sgt Rennie Renshaw was 
mamed to Sally m Apnl and Sgt Pete Szeremeta was married to Anna 
in June. 

The Troop has been busy on the sports front and had an excellent 
victory in the Station Cup Volleyball Competition. Sgt Tony Quinn 
took full advan~ge_of a recent visit by the Blue Helmets by taking one 
month off to gam his Cat 8 parachuting qualification. But not all went 
to plan when he had to carry out his emergency drills, not long into 
the course. But we are glad to say after a quick visit to the laundry 
and with a painted smile on his face he carried on to complete the 
course. Well done! 

Oi_i detachment we have two members of the Hong Kong Military 
Sem_ce Corps, Cpl Fong Wai Kin and Sig Lau Chi Leung, both 
p~ovmg great assets and we hope they will enjoy their three month stay 
With US. 
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AIRFIELD TROOP 
As part of his farewell visit Col Powell was welcomed at Airfield 
Troop by Sigs Gary Jordan and Bob Marsden and joined Lt Kes 
Russell , SSgt (FofS) Mick Milne and a visiting officer 2Lt Eamonn 
Driscoll for coffee. 

Col Powell was then briefed on the format of his visit before being 
whisked off to Air Traffic Control to practise his Fibre Splicing skills 
under the supervision of Cpls Mick Gotherldge and Si Hodgson. The 
Colonel performed admirably checking the end angles of a single 
mode fibre in preparation for a fusion splice. 

A noisy copper BDR demonstration followed in which the Colonel 
gained some more hands on experience amid thunderflashes and 34 
Sqn Scorpions (RAF Regt). Sigs Billy Share and Spike Little worked 
with the Colonel to complete a U710 Joint in under 25 mins. The 
conventional copper BDR performed by Sig 'Tich' Shaw and OCdt 
Ruth Pilkington were not quite as fast, despite plenty of 
encouragement from the visiting party. 

., 
1.."'"Fu • 

Sigs Billy Share and Spike Little demonstrate the U710 Jointing 
System. A rather bemused SSgt Pip Piper looks on 

The next port of call was the Cable Pit Club to sign the visitors book 
and a well earned drink after a busy morning. Cpl Si Hodgson 
presented the Colonel with a splendid plaque of the Fibre Splice that 
he had completed only an hour earlier. 

Col Powell thoroughly enjoyed his final visit to Airfield Tp and, we 
hope, will take some pleasant memories with him to Glasgow. We 
wish the Colonel and his wife, Ann, the best of luck in his new posting 
at RSM & RO, Glasgow. Let's hope the weather will be as glorious 
in Scotland! 

Presentation time. Cpl Si Hodgson hands over a plaque of the 
Fibre Splice completed only an hour earlier. Lt Kes Russell, SSgt 

(FofS) Mick Milne and Airfield Tp join in with the celebrations 
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56 ~ig Sqn (V) 
Eastbourne 

Sqn Comd Maj Mike Gilyeat 
2IC Capt Sandra Wilkosz 
PSAO Capt Ian Murray, Ops Offr Capt Mike Stewart Radio Tp 
Comd 2Lt Jacqueline Blake, Recruit Tp Comd 2Lt K~ren Evans, 
Ops/Trg PSI S~gt Flooks, Rad Tp PSI Sgt Paine. 

Various courses have been attended. Cpl Tony Potter successfully 
completed an NBC Instructor 's Course, on which he achieved an 
excellent A Grade. LCpl Roy Bray attended an Advanced Storeman's 
Course, while Sigs David Budd and Paul Muncer were at Catterick for 
their Recruits Course. 

SURVIVAL TRAINING 
It was with some trepidation that certain Squadron members set off 

in the 4 tonner on Friday evening, as rumours about what might be 
in store didn't seem to bode well for a fun-packed weekend. However, 
all were somewhat relieved to hear, on arrival at the exercise area, that 
the first phase was to be nothing more painful than an 8km night 
navigation exercise, which was duly tackled without mishap, though 
some, notably Cpl Robert Cooper's Group, thought the route too easy 
and decided to add an iIJlpromptu river crossing or two . . . having 
reached the RV we att~pted a few hours' sleep (without much 
success) before the start of phase two. We were instructed on various 
skills essential for survival in the wilds, such as the art of scavenging, 
how to light fires without matches (at which we discovered that the 
Squadron possesses one or two potential pyromaniacs!), and water 
collection (very useful in the circumstances!). 

By mid afternoon everyone was feeling slightly peckish after that 
morning's and previous night 's exertions. Our instructor, therefore, 
introduced us to the art of food preparation-enter some rather noisy 
chickens and a few dead rabbits. It was at this point that rumours 
became reality. There were one or two slightly blanched faces as we 
set to with our prey, though some seemed to fancy themselves as 
budding Rambos. The end result was that everyone eventually 
managed to prepare and cook some sort of reasonably edible culinary 
creation which, if not exactly cordon bleu, was sufficient to keep the 
hunger pangs at bay a little longer. 

Come early evening, and our intrepid band was to be found down 
by the lake, taking in a spot of fishing, using sticks for rods, and twigs 
for bite indicators. Despite this primitive kit, there was some success, 
both LCpl Christopher McGinnis and Sig Stephen Hannan landed fish 
though not enough for the slap-up breakfast we'd dreamed of. 

At 2200 hrs the final phase began. A test of initiative, with 
Squadron members split into two opposing groups tasked with 
retrieving, from each other, without violence, a valuable piece of 
equipment. Both groups hit on the solution, a simple swap, very early 
on, but mistrust of the enemy meant negotiations became rather 
drawn out and the swap was finally made by 0300 hrs . 

We then crawled gratefully into our shelters constructed earlier in 
the day using branches, ferns and anything else we could find lying 
around, and again attempted a few hours, cold-interrupted, sleep. It 
was a tired and hungry group that made its way back to Eastbourne on 
Sunday morning, though all agreed it had been a valuable and 
worthwhile exercise. We hope to organise a more advanced survival 
weekend in the near future. 

SQUADRON EXERCISE 
Following the Brigade exercise in June the Sqn Comd stated he 

would be placing greater emphasis to military aspects on deployment 
exercises. True to his word he organised a teaching exercise for the 
first weekend deployment in August. 

On arrival at the training area Sgt Jim Paine showed us our basher 
sites, an ominous sign, clearly we were due some sleep, as long as we 
succeeded on the night navigation course. 

Fortunate for some, Lts Jackie Blake and Karen Evans, the Sqn 
Comd guided those who had gone astray into check point one. He 
obviously anticipated problems. Some would have preferred a little 
help at check points two and three as well. 

Concerned that he saw no signs of us throughout the night imagine 
the Sqn Comd's joy when Sgt Paul Grunce~ led in _three ot~ers at 
0510. Their scores minus 80 points. At least 1t was signs of hfe. 

At 0530 three more groups led by LCpls Andy Harding, 
Christopher McGinnis and Cpl Stuart Douglas were also spotted but 
only half way around the course 'the Sqn Comd had said the 
programme was flexible'. 

With four remaining groups finally sighted at 0700 the race was 
suddenly on, all seven were now in the vicinity of the final check point 
with only the race to the finish to complete. The final scores took a 
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while to unravel with the winning detachment consisting of Cpl tuart 
Douglas, Sigs Karen Cooper, Andrew Warren and Stephen Hatton. 

Following a hearty breakfast it was time for tactics. We were treated 
to two demonstrations of detachments moving into location, the first 
a comical farce where the only radio of any concern was beating out 
tunes of 'Bat Out of Hell' and the immediate priority was siting of 
deck chairs. The recruit , ably portrayed by LCpl Paul Nealey ACC, 
being left to get on with setting up. The second demonstration took 
matters more seriously which, combined with a study of the location 
and the tactical requirements stimulated considerable discussion and 
arguments, particularly from the detachment Commanders. Teaching 
completed, each detachment set off to pre-designated locations to put 
the principles into practice and subsequently having the opportunity 
to discuss each location with one of the Squadron Officers. 

Lessons taught, and practised it was time to return to the previous 
night's efforts. Firstly a critical look at bashers, or our imitation of 
them and then the principles of map reading and retracing our steps, 
en masse, from the night before. 

Following an uneventful return to Eastbourne and the turn round 
of vehicles the exercise, whilst not having completed all its aims, was 
judged to be a success, if only by the lack of criticism, and we all now 
look forward to putting it all into practice on annual camp. 

DEPLOYMENT TO BELIZE 
Early in July a notice appeared asking for volunteers to go to Belize 

for two weeks. Needless to say the list filled up fast and 11 members 
of the Squadron took part in the jungle exercise in August. 

Belize Bound 
L to R: Cpls Stuart Douglas, Martin Cooper, LCpl Paul Nealey, Sig 

Gary Crick, LCpl Andy Harding and Sig Stephen Hatton 
In front Sig Tracy Reed 

BEACH PARTY 
The Squadron's activities have not been all work and no play. 27 

June saw the high point on the social calendar with the summer social, 
which, this year, took the form of a Bondi Beach Party. The drill hall 
was miraculously transformed into a tropical beach, complete with 
sand, palm trees and large numbers of native parrots and monkeys. 
Squadron members, their families and friends certainly entered into 
the spirit of the evening, with a dazzling display of grass skirts and 
knotted handkerchiefs. Thanks to the two PSis, SSgt Ian Flooks and 
Sgt Jim J>aine for their hard work in organising such a successful and 
enjoyable evening, and to all those who lent a hand with preparations 
and in clearing away the inevitable aftermath! 

SSM's FAREWELL 
The Dining Out of the SSM, W02 Malcolm Johns, was held at the 

TAC on 8 August, when a commemorative clock and barometer were 
presented. W02 Johns leaves the Squadron after 14 years and will, of 
course, be missed by all. We thank him for all he has done here and 
wish him and his family well for the future. 

CONGRATULATIONS 
We would like to congratulate 2Lt Karen Fletcher on her marriage to 

James Evans on 20 June and wish them a happy future together . 
Finally, congratulations go to Cpl Bob Sbevels AGC (SPS) on his 

promotion to Sgt. 
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- News from Troops -

662 Sig Tp 
BFPO 58 

Tp omd apt Les Rix 
AO apt Kim Wardner GC (SP ) 

. \1 \\ 02 ( M) D. G. !kin, Maint Section Comd gt (Fof ) M. 
dward , Comm ection omd W02 {YofS) S. A. McElreavey, tn 

Comd F Cape Greco gt . Varley, SQMS SSgt ( QM ) J. Black, 
Chief Clerk gt . D. Gorman . 

HH~\ ing aid farewell to the 'Keo King' W02 (YofS) Chri Rogan 
we now welcome hi replacement, from 71 Sig Regt W02 (YofS) 

amm} McElreave}·. We wish him well, or we will, if we see him again 
as he i currently embroiled in a Board of Officer ! 

TELE MECH ECT 
The Tele 1ech eel is headed by Sgt Steve Gerri h, who is well 

ettled in now, and ha been ably supported by Sgt Bob Witherstone 
and Cpl Les Chapman. 

We have also managed to get a few cour es out of the way. gt Bob 
Witherstone is now Fibre Optic trained and Sig 'Mes' Me mer ha 
succe sfully pas ed his Class l . Cpl Joe McGuinness has obtained hi 
LGV licence as did Cpl 'Johno' Johnson , eventually. 

FAREWELLS 
Cpls Graham 'Johno' Johnson and Joe McGuinness who were both 

stars of the orienteering league have both been promoted on posting. 
Johno is on his way whilst Joe had managed another tour in Akrotiri. 
Congratulations both of you and all the best for the future. 

ARRIVALS 
We extend a very warm welcome to LCpl Paul Giles and his wife 

Louise, Sig Keith Newman and his wife Loraine and LCpl Clark . We 
hope you all enjoy your tour with the Troop and working in the 
Section. 

CONGRATULATION 
Congratulations go to Cpl Les and Pam Chapman on the bir!.h of 

their daughter Natasha. We hope you don't get too many disturbed 
nights as it might upset the golf. 

We would also like to say well done to Sig Dave Miles for winning 
the lOOm and 200m at the Minor Unit Athletics and the 200m at the 
Inter Services Athletics. 

MAINTENANCE SECTION 
We would like to say hello and goodbye to Sgt Bob Lond. After a 

record breaking tour at both Cape Greco and at 662 he is now off to 
259. Don't worry Bob it's nothing personal. 

Much has been happening over the last two months including !.he 
annual Raft Race in which we achieved the third best design with Sgt 
John Walton's authentic racing car design . Who said it had to finish 
in one piece anyway? 

COMMS SECTION 
HELLOS AND GOODBYES 

Sadly we say farewell 10 Cpl Steve Ellis, our loss is 2 Inf Div's gain. 
We do however welcome his replacement Cpl Bob McCormick, his 
wife Kim and family and also we say hello to Cpl Gary Thompson, 
his wife Kay and their family. May your days be filled with sunshine 
and KEO. 

PARAGLIDING IN ISRAEL 
BY SSgt Si Tatman 

Having read all about somebody else's Paragliding experiences in 
Israel I thought I would have to try it. Paragliding, not to be confused 
wirh parascending, is a relatively new sport to the Armed Forces and 
although it is quite common now in Bavaria there are only a few of 
us here in Cyprus who fly. 

We set off for Haifa, loaded down with our Paragliders, on the 
ferry. Our first site was at Netanya on the coast. The wind wasn't kind 
to us that day so we set off for the Golan Heights. From the take off 
site at Mehor Hamma which is at l ,500ft above the Sea of Galilee you 
could see over Jordan, Syria and Lebanon. Flying with the massive 
birds of prey was an experience in itself. Finishing off with a long 
flight down to the shores of Galilee. 
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From here we then visited the site at Ga'ash again on the coast near 
to Tel Aviv . The main hazard of this site was the fact that the Israeli 
Army use the sand dunes as a sort of impromptu firing range but we 
were assured that they would stop firing around 1400 hrs, which they 
did. This allowed us to fly the sea cliffs there until the wind got too 
trong. 

The trip culminated at Netanya on the way back to Haifa and the 
ferry home. The wind was good and we were able to soar the cliffs in 
front of the hotels . This was a new experience to me to be flying level 
with the top floors of a fifteen storeyed hotel. I must admit it shocked 
one or two of the inhabitants but that is another story. 

ALL-ISLAND CHARITY RAIT RACE 
Saturday 13 June saw the culmination of three weeks work, spent 

building a 'Polynesian Hunting Raft', for the annual 'All Island 
Charity Raft Race'. This year the event was run for the benefit of the 
children's Tear Fund. 

662 Sig Tp submitted no less than five entries, one each from Comm 
Section, Maint Section, FSS Cape Greco and two ladies teams, one 
from the wives club and one from serving ladies. 

All-Island Raft Race Winners 1992 
L to R: Sgt Si Owen, Cpl Paul Grundy, Sig 'Scouse' Farrel , and Kev 

' Brucie' Murphy ' Before the off' 

On the day there were 62 entries and so the start was staggered, odd 
numbers first and even numbers five mins later. 

Comms Section raft, number 16 started in the second row but 
achieved sufficient speed to overtake 50% of the first row and finished 
a magnificent 9 mins 40 secs, almost a minute clear of the nearest 
rival. 

The 662 ladies team (Helen Varley, Julie Walton, Gill Mackay and 
Sarah Metherell) didn't spend quite so long in the construction stage, 
in fact, they lashed theirs together in a couple of hours. This, 
however, didn't stop them putting in a stalwart effort and winning the 
ladies race. Nice one ladies! 

662 Wives Team - Winners of Ladies Race in All -Island Charity 
Raft Race 
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PERSONALITIES 

RSSST (Fwd) 
BFPO 35 

Team Comd Capt Paul Wood 
WOl (ASM) Dave McFarlane REME 

SSgt (FofS) Ian Stringer, SSgt (FofS) Jeff Newsome, SSgt (YofS) Ian 
Lawton, SSgts Phil Tait, Keith Mardllng, Paul Freeman, Sgts Keith 
Horsfall REME, Bernie Smith . Clerks: Mrs Elaine Unsworth and Mrs 
Andrea Smith. Plessey Engineers: Mr Pete Dyson and Mr Hedley 
Smith. 

ARRIVALS 
We extend a warm welcome to Capt Paul Wood and S gt {YofS) 

Ian Lawton, both arrived from sunny Blandford on promotion. 

DEPARTURES 
We say goodbye to SSgt (YofS) 'Herbie' Herbert on posting to 34 

Sig Regt (V) and also Capt 'Chaz' Dowie who has been standing-in as 
part time Team Comd (yes, a replacement has finally arrived). We 
would like to thank 'Herbie' for the 'Teddy Bear' which he presented 
to the Team on his departure. We say farewell to our two secretaries 
Andrea and Elaine, good luck in your future posts and thank you for 
all your devotion which aided the smooth running of RSSST. 

ATTACHMENTS 
We welcome to the land of Warsteiner and other such favourite 

beers SSgt (FofS) Huw Phillips from RSSST Main, just in time to help 
with the packing. 

RELOCATION OF RSSST 
It is with much sadness that we say farewell to 22 Sig Regt, with 

its disbandment RSSST also disappeared from Lippstadt and moved 
to the sunnier climate of 16 Sig Regt during August 1992. Our new 
location will be in Block 5, Bradbury Barracks, Krefeld. 

EXERCISE FLYING FALCON 
RSSST (Fwd) was deployed to this Trunk Node 013 in the field and 

on consideration maybe a bit too 'warrie' we made a tactical with
drawal to Maresfield Barracks to the comfort of nice warm garages. 

In June the team ventured out of the office for a barbecue. SSgt 
(YofS) Ian Lawton bas now got shares in lighter fuel having used 
about 3 gallons of it to ignite the barbecue. This occasion was 
recorded for posterity by SSgt (FofS) Jeff Newsome acting as our 
roving reporter and cameraman. 

THE SERIOUS BIT 
Ex Flying Falcon and Summer Sales highlighted further Ptarmigan 

problems from Incident Reports received by this Unit, many of these 
are now in the pipeline for rectification and enhancements to the 
equipments should come shortly. Remember if the problems are not 
reported to us then we can't do anything about it, so keep the Incident 
Reports coming in. 

Cambridge University OTC 

EXERCISE BLADE ALLEY 
June in Cambridge means the traditional 'May Bumps' which 

meant that the Royal Signals Wing deployed to the River Cam. 
To explain; in each race the boats start lOOm behind each other and 

set off at the same time; trying to hit or 'bump' the boat in front and 
avoid being bumped by the one behind. The racing takes place along 
a 2 mile stretch of the river thus no-one can see all the action and this 
is where the Royal Signals Wing come into their own. Radio ops along 
the course pass 'up-to-the second' incidents to the control points 
enabling the strategically positioned scoreboards to be upda~ed. The 
Wing benefits from the practical use of voice procedure to brmg them 
back to reality after long months away studying for exams. 

The weather was hot and sunny, the river was calm, we were hot but 
quite calm, the spectators excited. Supporters, rollowing their College 
boats from the bank on bicycles, were crashing about all over the 
place and amongst all the chaos 2Lt Martin Smi~h and OCdt An~y 
Pitt were pedalling frantically along the bank with MOU~D ~a~o 
firmly attached to their handlebars, gripping the handset whilst g1vmg 
a running commentary of the races. . 

As usual, inter-college rivalry prevented c~mplete.ly unb1as.ed 
reporting of events but this was soon forgotton m the i;>ost exercise 
debrief over some sophisticated Mexican food- no cumes for us! 
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SUMMER CAMP 1992 
This year's summer camp was in two phases, split between Catterick 

and SENTA in Wales. 
Phase I was Signals training at Schemes Tp, 8 Sig Regt. The 

training consisted of a Ptarmigan overview followed by a low level 
field deployment. Once in the field the Officer Cadets did a round 
robin of vehicles, learning about radio relay, SASM , ode 
Command and Centrals. 

The training was excellent enabling all the Officer Cadet to 
experience a great deal of hands-on training, and master the art of 
camming up Ptarmigan vehicles. 

With Ptarmigan under their belts, they progressed to HF /VHF 
radio. Once again it was a low level deployment to the training area 
to learn about 353/321 radio, antennas, RRB and working as a 
detachment. 

The hard work over it was back to the Officers' Mess for a good 
night's rest before departing for Sennybridge. 

On arrival at SENTA it was straight into a 'defence' exercise. The 
Officer Cadets 'dug' into Stage 4 and then carried out patrols against 
'General Bristow', the enemy. 

The finale being a Company attack against Farm 6, thought to 
house the 'General's' crack troops. This was a most successful day 
with the Officer Cadets fighting a good battle and forcing the 
'General's' men to surrender. 

The next three days were a range package consisting of Section in 
defence, 'live' fire and manoeuvre, low level air defence, GPMG SF, 
84mm, 66mm and the assault course. The range days were enjoyed by 
everyone, except the '84' DS who communicated by sign language at 
the end of the camp party. 

At the end of camp 'party' JUO Alan Garrett, of the Royal Signals 
Wing, was awarded the Batten Sword of Honour for his outstanding 
contribution to the OTC over the last year. Alan Garrett leaves the 
OTC in September to start RMAS and a career in the Corps. The 
Royal Signals Wing wish him all the best in his army career . 

Liverpool University OTC(TA) 

Adjt Maj R. G. Vale 
SSMI W02 (SSMI) D. Griffiths 
SUO OCdt A. J. Gray, OCdt S. J. Lucas, OCdt R. J. Harrison Royal 
Signals Bursaries, Ex Liverpool Cadets now Commissioned Lt Sue 
Roberts, Lt Bobbie Scott . 

The OTC continues to provide a number of undergraduates to swell 
the officer ranks of the Corps. The enthusiastic way in which these 
young men and women approach their training encourages the two 
regular staff and !.hey believe the future of the Corps will be in good 
hands. 

At the recent Camp in Ripon (old stomping grounds of some 
veterans) the officer cadets were put through a rigorous 14 days of 
training. This included a three day leadership package where the 
student body had to organise and lead an adventure training group on 
the famous Yorkshire Three Peaks Course into a Pot Holing complex 
followed by rock climbing and canoeing. 

Having recovered some energy they then went on a three day 
exercise, fully self contained and, living in the field. This was followed 
by the Range Qualification package when each student completed the 
normal APWT on all weapons and also completed !.he mandatory 
tests. (NBC, First Aid, Military Swimming). 

The two weeks were rounded off with the MTQ 1 and MTQ 2 
examinations and military test of efficiency combining map reading, 
Signals and appreciations in attack and defence. 

A Regimental dinner crowned the proceedings with celebrations and 
the retelling the war stories going on well into the night/morning/very 
late morning. After a full recovery the students narrowly beat the 
Officers and Warrant Officers in a cricket match. Pimms was served 
on the lawn and a barbecue on the patio, an event enjoyed by all. 

Fear not for !.he youth of today they are working bard, playing hard 
and still as keen as ever. 

383 



THE ROYAL SIGNALS YACHT CLUB 

Admiral 
Commodore 
Vice Commodore 

Maj Gen P. D. Alexander CB MBE 
Col P. J. Pritchard 
Col R. A. Wright 

Rear Commodores: Offshore, Maj B. H. Rowe; Dinghies, Lt Col M. J. P. Collins; Windsurfing, Lt Col C. D. McK Kemp; 
BAOR, Lt Col N. K. P. Hope. 

CONTACTS 

Yachtmasters: UK: Capt J. F. Calvert Blandford Mil 2459 
BAOR: Capt A. P. Bristow, Verden Mil 302 
Cyprus: Maj R. C. T. Cuthbert, Ayios Nikolaos 7466 

Secretaries: General: Maj J. P. McD Coulthard, Tidworth Mil 2320 
Dinghy Racing UK: Capt G. Odling, Blandford Mil 2398 
Dinghy Racing BAOR: Capt G. R. Norton, Herford Mil 2349 
UK Windsurfing: Maj D. J. Gilchrist, Tldworth Mil 2322/2403 
BAOR Windsurfing: Maj W. N. White, Celle Mil 273/300 
Retired Members Representative: Lt Col (Retd) A. W. Cudlip, Worthy Down Mil 2361 

This month, with the sailing season in full swing, we have reports 
from all comers of the Yacht Club. Readers will note, not only the 
large number of events going on, but the considerable degree of 
success that our sailors are enjoying this year. Not least of these 
successes is the selection of Capt David Ellis and his J24 to represent 
the country in the World Championships this November. A busy and, 
we hope, most successful season will, as usual culminate in the AGM 
and Club dinner in Blandford on 6 November. Please put the date in 
your diaries and come along. More details may be obtained from Lt 
Col Keith Powell (Blandford Mil 2432). 

OFFSHORE 
Baltic Regatta: The Corps Sail Training Week BAOR is a 

competitive regatta conducted abroad the British Kiel Yacht Club's 
fleet of Halberg Rassy 29 yachts. The event has traditionally been the 
highlight of the offshore sailing diary in BAOR and has a reputation 
as an adventurous and ambitious programme complemented by good 
natured (but not less competitive) racing. All R Signals units are 
eligible to enter although the event is primarily competed between 
teams from BAOR units. Next year it is hoped that more UK units will 
follow 8 Sig Regt's lead and enter the fun. They will find it a most 
challenging, competitive and enjoyable experience. 

The 1992 regatta was entered by II unit teaniS:-Units without their 
own qualified skippers are allocated a skipper from a pool of Kiel 
Training Centre staff and other qualified personnel thus ensuring 
maximum participation. The route this year took participants on a 
circumnavigation of Seeland experiencing the traditional hospitality 
to be expected in Danish ports and culminating in a day of action 
packed 'Round the Cans' racing in Copenhagen. A 'Fun Day' gave 
the opportunity to relax and for skippers to spend more time giving 
instruction to their crews; an anchorage en route providing the venue 
for silly races and rather wet games. After the raft race had rapidly 
become the obstacle swimming race the atmosphere of the event was 
sealed. -

There were too many 'characters' of the event to list them all by 
name, suffice it to say the event was enjoyed by young and old, serious 
racers and less single-minded participants. A cocktail party in 
Copenhagen, to which the staff of the British Embassy was invited, 
was one of a series of social get-togethers that promoted discussion of 
the day's racing and other matters. 

Competition tbroughout~he event was keen. Crews at all levels 
fo':1nd there were always others of their own standard to race against. 
Pnzes were awarded at the final barbecue and prize giving by Lt Col 
A. J. Grey. Prize winners were: 

The Dickson Telescope-Awarded to the winning skipper and crew 
of tne event overall-I Armd Div HQ and Sig Regt-LCpl Jerry 
Sharp. 

The Cannon Cito-Awarded to the skipper and crew of the yacht 
second overall-22 Sig Regt-Sgt Mark Pounsett. 

The Mermaid Cup-Awarded to the winner of the Copenhagen 
Race-207 Sig Sqn-Lt Rob Orr. 

The Homeward Bound Trophy-Awarded for the first time for the 
winner of the last passage race of the event-Trophy generously 
donated by LCpl Jerry Sharp-22 Sig Regt-Sgt Mark Pounsett. 
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The Don Shaw Memorial Trophy-Awarded to the individual or 
crew who, in the opinion of the Committee, exemplify the spirit of the 
Regana-8 Sig Regt-Sgt Craig Avey-Hebditch. 

Many thanks to all the competitors without whom the event would 
not have been such a great success. Each contributed to the 
atmosphere of the regatta. Thanks are also due to the Kiel Training 
Centre who made up the sad shortfall of Corps skippers and qualified 
personnel who were able to get away for the event. In an effort to 
redress this situation dates for qualifying courses in 1992 and 1993 will 
be published in the next issue of The Wire. 

uurgees: Jn response to several enquiries, members may wish to 
note that RSYC burgees may be purchased through Capt O. M. Watts 
of Albemarle St off Piccadilly. 

DINGHIFS 
The Corps dinghy sailors have enjoyed another busy year despite 

all the turmoil caused by the effects of Options for Change. 
Perhaps the reason that we have been a little more successful this year 
is because sailing gives us the opportunity to get away from it all. 
Following Capt David Eilis's success in the J Class last season and the 
possibility of his taking part in the World Championships later this 
year, the committee decided that he would be relieved of his duties of 
racing secretary in order that he could concentrate on 'the big one'; 
read all about it in his article. In his place came Capt George Odling 
who got the season off to a good start with successful events at 
Seaview and followed this with some gritty team selection which has 
placed the Corps in a position that could see us as the Army Dinghy 
League Champions. It is rumoured that his success is largely due to 
keeping the Rear Commodore, Lt Col Mike Collins, out of dinghies 
and very firmly in the committee boat. A summary of events follows. 

Royal Signals Seaview Regatta: This year's event promised to be a 
good one and fully lived up to expectation. Although only nine crews 
entered the event which was held on 27 /28 May (whose ideas was it to 
have Ex Flying Falcon at this time of the year?), the standard of 
sailing was notably higher than in some previous years. It was good 
to see Sgt Mark Pounsett and Cpl Paul Downie from BAOR taking 
part again despite the obvious difficulties in getting time off; thanks 
go to their respective Commanding Officers for supporting the Yacht 

'Club in this way. The weather on day one was fine and the forecast 
equally good and so it was decided to cram as much sailing in as 
possible; with that in mind the committee decided to stage eight races 
over the two days, with the best six results to count. 

In the first race, the two regular adversaries, Capt David Ellis and 
Cpl Paul Downie decided that neither would allow the other the 
advantage at the start and much to the amusement of the remainder 
of the fleet, save one, pushed each other over the start line 
prematurely; the unfortunate crew who got swept over with them was 
Sgt Chas Cowell who has now learnt not to stick too close to the big 
boys when they are having a go at each other. This provided another 
pretender for the title, Capt George Odling, with just the sort of 
opportunity one dreams of and he sailed hard, but prudently to win 
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the fir t race handsomely despite the efforts of the two obvious 
contenders. They shared the honours in the next two races. Going into 
the last race of the day it was anybody's guess as to what would 
happen but one thing was for certain, this year we could not complain 
that the boats were unevenly matched. In the event it was Capt David 
Ellls who crossed the line first and so he finished the first day with a 
clear lead. Unexpectedly, Sgt Craig Avey-Hebditch was lying in 
second place having sailed very consistently with three second places 
and a third. 

Exhausted though some might have been, this was not in evidence 
throughout the annual RSYC dinner which was held in the clubhouse 
that evening. Certainly some had obvious hopes that by encouraging 
others to enjoy the event to the full, it might improve their chances 
the next day. As always, it was a memorable occasion, made all the 
more so by Lt Col (Retd) Eric Glover and his good wife Shenda who 
insisted on paying for all the wine. 

As had been forecast, the second day got off to a bright start albeit, 
there were some who found the bright sunlight a little difficult to 
contend with after the evenings entertainment. They were also notably 
quieter than they had been the previous evening. Capt David Ellis was 
still in good form though and managed to keep his nerve when tested 
by Capt George Odling and Maj Patrick MacCulloch however, the 
expression on his face would have been worth recording when , having 
stoutly defended his position and crossed the line in first place, he was 
not given the gun; this was reserved for Capt George Odling. Once 
again it seems that our top helm had been a little too eager to cross 
the line and too busy to notice the signals from the bridge. By now 
things were beginning to take shape and it became evident that the 
discards would play an important role. The sixth and seventh races 
were won by Capts David Ellis and George Odling respectively but in 
the last race, Sgt Craig Avey-Hebditch raced to a very commanding 
lead which he held until the finish. It had been an exciting and very 
enjoyable regatta, largely due to the good weather and the closeness 
of the racing but also, recognition must go to the encouraging support 
given by the bridge crew co.mprisin~ past and present. Flag ,Officers 
who give up so much of their own lime so that the active sailors can 
get on the water and do what they enjoy most. This year we were 
supported by Gen P. D. Alexander CBE, MBE, Gen H. Hild MBE, 
Brig J. F. Blake and Lt Col E. Glover and our Club Commodore. 

Results were: First-Capts David Ellis, Tim Wadey and W02 
(FofS) Colin Peck; Second-Sgt Craig Avey-Hebditch, <;apt Neil 
Selby and Sgt Fergus Anderson; Third-Capts George Oldmg, Fred 
Calvert and Maj John Rowley. 

(Rear Commodores' aftemote, a few ~ears ago the.most senior rank 
in the first three places was a SSgt and mcluded a Signalman (helm), 
why are the officers now getting it all their own way? Unit sailing 
officers to note.) 

The Triangular: This event has now been staged for the last 26 years 
and is very much the brainchild of Lt Col Eric Glover who has done 
much to encourage the sport and who has provided the trophy which 
bears his name. The event is a team race sailed between the Corps, the 
RA YC and the REYC at Sea view. The Corps has a proud tradition of 
coming second in this event although we have managed to beat the 
Sappers twice in recent years. ~he Gunners have an equally pr?u.d 
tradition of coming third but this year, where we harboured realistic 
hopes of winning again., the Gunners obvi~usly couldn't face another 
trouncing and withdrew at very short notice. So the Glover Trophy 
could not be competed for and the Sappers and ourselves sta~ed a 
friendly regatta which, regrettably, they won although the spoils, a 
few bottles of bubbly, were enjoyed by all. The Gunners don t know 
what they missed as the weather was ideal. Sailors sho~d note t~at the 
team for this event is selected on the basis of results gamed durmg the 
Corps regatta which precedes this event; the top four crews are 
chosen. 
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The Corps Team for the Triangular 
Back Row (l to R): Sgt Hayton, Capt Calvert, Sgt Pounsett, Cpl 
Downie, Capt Ellis , Sgt Avey-Hebditch, W02 (FofS) S. Peck, 

Capts Selby and Pender-Jones 
Front Row (l to R): Capts Wadey, Odling, Sgts Cowell and Fergus 

Anderson 

Lt Col (Retd) and Mrs Glover are thanked for their continuing 
support for the Triangular Regatta 

Corps Dinghy Regatta: Seaview is perhaps the highlight in our 
calendar but there is a lot of sailing going on throughout the year 
where we look for the active support of all of the dinghy sailing 
fraternity. This year, preparations were made for the Corps Dinghy 
Regatta to be staged on the Thornton Steward reservoir, .n~ar 
Catterick and that this would be preceded by a day of race trammg 
to encourage the newer helms. In the event, the organisation was 
completed for this to take placed on 6, 7, 8 May but !he response ~o 
the event was disappointing with only eight crew~ turn.mg up. yve w~I 
try again next year at about the same time (details to be published ~n 
the next Wire) and we hope for a better tum out. For ~ose who did 
make the effort the race training day was great fun with plenty of 
sunshine and m'ore than enough wind. As with the golfers, it was 
decided that mistakes could be identified more readily if the practices 
were recorded on video. This proved to be the source of much 
amusement at th~ end of the session which included a thorough 
debrief by our resident expert Capt David Ellis. Capt ~red Calvert was 
concentrating so hard on the camera as opposed to hi.s roll-tacks that 
he promptly capsized. If anybody out there wants a video of ho"':' not 
to do it, contact Capt Odling who will be only too pleased to issue 
copies. 
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After a hard day ailing, it was only right and fitting that there 
hould be ,ome light entertainment and so we bowed to local 

knowledge and allowed W02 (YofS) Jarvis to find a suitable hostelry 
where we could enjoy a good meal at reasonable cost and where we 
v.ould not impo eon the regular customers too much. This he did and 
v.e are even invited back again next year much to my surprise. The 
next day wa to be the start of the Corps Regatta and was viewed by 
mo t with ome trepidation, not ju t because of the hangovers but also 
becau e the wind had now got up to a far from steady force 6 and was 
wirling happily. After much delay caused by capsized boats, the first 

race eventually got under way and was won by Capt George Olding 
crewed by Capt Tim Pendf' .Johns but before the next race could be 
tarted, di aster struck. Witn the wind now at force 7 and showing no 

sign of abating, most crews seemed to be spending their time 
swimming around their boats and as they were Enterprises, these 
could not be righted in the prevailing conditions without outside 
a istance. The bridge who were now fully employed in the recovery 
of boats were finally forced to abandon racing for the day and 
eventually through the forecast of further bad weather, had to 
abandon the whole event. Regardless of the outcome, all seemed to 
have enjoyed the experience and were not put off, so let us hope for 
better conditions next year. These events do not just happen and in 
addition to thanking our race secretary for all his efforts, I would like 
to single out W02 Jarvi for his sterling efforts in setting up the 
administration at the Catterick end and for keeping the Corps boats 
which are now based there, in such good condition. 

Finally, our earlier race training is paying dividends in the sailing 
Inter-Corps league where all five team races sailed so far have been 
won with only three event still to be sailed. In addition, we beat the 
RAF. Individuals who are leading this years table include not only 
Capt David Ellis but also Capt George Odling who is now set to 
become a regular member of the Army team. 

The 1992 Bosun Nationals: This event was hosted by the Royal 
avy in Portsmouth Harbour over the weekend 18/ 19 July. It had 

been decided that the Army would make a determined attempt on 
these this year, and put in a strong entry using the new Bosuns from 
Netley. The Corps was represented by Capt George Odling crewed by 
Maj John Rowley and Capt David Ellis crewed by Cpl Phil Lever. 

The event attracted an entry of 44, and was sailed in predominantly 
fresh winds, with several capsizes (including George Odling and John 

Bedraggled and soggy but not dispirited aspiring participants in 
this year's Corps Dinghy Regatta 

Rowley!). Unfortunately unforced errors kept our Corps entries out 
of the m~ prizes, with overall results of fourth and fifth. Capt 
George Odling however had the satisfaction of being presented with 
the 'Novice's Trophy' for the highest placed entry not to have 
competed in the event before. 

Jo.int ~inne~s were .Mark Jardine crewed by his brother Sgt Robbie 
Jardine tied with MllJ Steve Pyatt, so that the Army effectively had 
fi~st, second, fourth, fifth and sixth overall, this last going to Lt Col 
Nick Ross (Rear Commodore Dinghies ASA) crewed by his son. 

WINDSURFING 
More Championship r~p?rts for you in this issue, though not 

as many as had been ant1c1pated. Regrettably the summer malaise 
of 'lack of wind' took- its toll on the BAOR Corps event which 
should have taken place in May but is now re-scheduled for I and 2 ' 
September at the Dummersee. All the more disappointing as this event 
sh~uld have been the farewell highlight for WOl John Mold as he 
reur~ f~om the BAOR Secretary-ship prior to his return to UK on 
.xist1ng m August. Nevertheless John, a heartfelt thanks come from 
all Corps windsurfers particularly those who have sailed in BAOR 
over t~e last couple of years. Your efforts have been warmly 
apprectated. So to the event reports. 
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Army Championships: This event was again held at Weymouth this 
year but regrettably the excellent wind of last year did not materialise 
in the same strength! A change in procedure saw the Inter-Unit event 
displaced by a four man team Inter-Corps event on the first day 
Friday 26 June. With good support of individuals from both UK and 
BAOR it was possible to sail two teams out of the 11 competing. We 
managed third and fourth places behind first- REME, second the 
Gunners. A reasonable result showing our strength in depth but not 
helped by the very light airs! 

The following day should have been day one of the individual event 
but regrettably poor wind meant no results , although two visits to the 
start line plus an abandoned race which had been reduced to 
'pumping' were achieved! 

. Sunday was desperation stakes with racing bound to happen if any 
wind appeared . In the event five races were crammed in with wind 
force 1-3. Some 10 Corps sailors competed out of a total field of 60 + 
which again clearly demonstrated our strength in depth. 

The individual results were as follows: 
7.Sm Raceboard: Heavyweight- Cpl Barry Raine 5th, WOI John 

Mold 8th, W02 Ian Gillet 16th and Cpl Paul Ellwood 17th. 
Lightweight-Sgt Dave Maw 2nd (UK Ltwt Champion), Sgt Norman 
Finnegan 8th, Capt Dave Gilchrist 9th and Maj Jo Fletcher 13th 
(Retired hurt). 

6.Sm Raceboard: Heavyweight-Capt Paul Emerson 1st (6.5m 
Champion) and Sig Andy McLeod I Ith. 

Joint Services Championships: Hosted and organised by the Navy 
the event was this year sailed at Browndown over the weekend 25126 
July. Good wind on both days increasing up to force 5 in the 
afternoons guaranteed some challenging conditions for the 82 
competitors. Representing the Corps were the following windsurfers 
with their individual results: 

7.Sm Raceboard: Lightweight-Mr Simon Pettifer 2nd (Best 
Civilian), son of Maj (TOT), Sgt Dave Maw 10th, Sgt Norman 
Finnegan 16th, Capt Dave Gilchrist 23rd. 

6.0m Raceboard: Heavyweight-Maj Brian Pettifer 2nd. 

J24 CAMPAIGN 
.As reported in . the last issue of The Wire the first outing 

with ou~ new racmg yac~t Hitch Hikers Guide to the Galaxy 
resulted 10 a fourth overall m the National Championships. Owing to 
pressure of space, our write up was somewhat truncated and had to 
miss ~ut the desc;iption of the controlled (?) frenzied a~tivity which 
went mto prepanng her for that event, having only arrived in the 
country one week before the start of the regatta! From this promi~ing 
beginning Hitch Hiker's Guide continues from strength to strength. 

Floral Cup: Our next competition was a fortnight later in the 
Solent. This was in the Floral Cup, a new open meeting for J24s held 
out of Cowes. The crew line up was as for the Nationals with the 
exception of the Cockpit man. Simon Rogers was not ab!~ to make 
this meeting, having just received a commission to design a 3/ 4 
tanner, and so we had Mike Urwin from Lymington on board. (Mike 
has become well known on the International Judging circuit and has 
recently been involved in the last America's Cup Match raclng as an 
on-the-water judge.) The event was supported by a total of 20 boats 
and ?~ce again we were showing very good speed in choppy s~ 
conditions. We ended the regatta with positions of fust, first, third 
and seventh to take first overall from Jeriatric 111 on tie-break. This 
was a mos.t satisfying result, as it is the first Open Meeting which we 
have won m the 124 since we started sailing in them. Added to which 
we have another offer (from Mike Urwin) to come on board as our 
Cockpit man through to the '93 Worlds should Simon Rogers not be 
able to m~k~ it. The Regal.ta was also useful from the aspect of general 
crew . trammg;. ~apt Tm~ Pender-Johns has now tried every 
conce1vabl~ vanation of spinnaker pole hoists (we think!), and with 
any luck will now be content to be less adventurous and stay with the 
conventional manner of hoisting it. 

1992 World Championships: And now for the really good news! 
Shortly after the Floral Cup the J24 Class Association contacted us to 
tell us t~at w~ were allocated a place in the British National Team. The 
Champ1onsh1ps are due to be held in Chesapeake Bay, Annapolis 
USA m November. Our Commodore is even now working hard 
behind th~ scenes, trying to get the RAF to fly the boat across. We 
are planning on leavmg Hitch Hiker's Guide in the States at the end 
of the championships and then returning at the start of January next 
year to t.ake part in the mid-winters in New Orleans. These two 
regattas, 1f we are able to get to them, will stand us in excellent stead 
for next year's Worlds, which are to be held in UK. 
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· · ·:. ·Sport:..... · .. ·_·. ·· .-

THE MORRISON CUP 1992 
The Morrison Cup was hosted by 7 Sig Regt on 2 and 3 July at Jahn 

Stade. The original trophy was presented in 1951 by the then Chief 
Signals Officer BAOR, Brig, later Maj Gen A. E. Morrison CB ODE 
and the competition has developed into the largest athletics meeting 
in the Army. There are separate cups for major and minor unit 
competitions. With the exception of Brigade Signal Squadrons unable 
to compete due to exercise commitments, every Corps unit in BAOR 
was represented, travelling from as far afield as Krefeld, Verden and 
Berlin. 

In recent years the major units competition has been dominated by 
21 Sig Regt who were sadly unable to compete this year because of the 
unit move back to UK. With the field wide open and the Morrison 
Cup destined to change hands for the first time in a number of years 
a very close competition ensued. 

The standard of entry this year was as high as ever and all 19 events 
were hotly contested. The fine performances weren't confined to the 
younger members of the Corps, with winning competitors ranging 
from Signaller to Major and from 17 to their mid 40s. It was not until 
midday on Friday 3 July that 4 Armd Div HQ and Sig Regt, 13 Sig 
Regt and 14 Sig Regt began to break clear of the field and establish 
themselves as the likely contenders for the Cup. Although 13 Sig Regt 
couldn't quite keep up with the others during the final afternoon a 
very exciting finish ensued . In the very best traditions of the meeting 
the fight for first place continued right to the end and was only settled 
with the last event, the 4 x 400m relay. The packed stand was treated 
to a thrilling race in which 14 Sig Regt narrowly failed to win by the 
four clear places they needed and so 4 Armd Div HQ and Sig Regt 
emerged as the winners of the major units trophy by only three points. 

In an equally exciting minor units event, the current holders of the 
trophy, 20 I Sig Sqn, were quietly confident of retaining their title for 
the third successive year. Their determination was tried by serious 
competition from a number of other units, including 202 and 207 Sig 
Sqns. Here too the standard of entry was very high and in a number 
of events the winning performance of the minor units athletes was 
better than that of the major units athletes. In the IOOm a new 
Morrison Cup Record of 11 .15 seconds was set by LCpl Lowry of 201 
Sig Sqn. As the finals progressed on the second day 201 Sig Sqn's 
confidence began to pay off as they battled themselves into a marginal 
lead. Once again the final placings were not certain until after the 
relay when 201 Sig Sqn emerged as the winners by four points. 

In the first Morrison Cup held since girls were badged to the Royal 
Corps of Signals there were a very encouraging number of entries . 
Such was the upsurge of interest from the girls that additional field 
events were added. Each event saw a set of good performances from 
a large field of athletes. It is hoped to add still more events next year. 

In a thrilling tug of war competition teams from each of the units 
pulled in separate major and minor unit leagues. The winners of the 
major unit league were 7 Sig Regt and the minor unit champions were 
3 Sqn, 21 Sig Regt. These two teams then pulle~ against each oth~r 
for the Morrison Tug of War Cup which was fmally won by 7 Sig 
Regt. 

The very high competition standards seen over the two days were 
assisted by the fine weather which the meeting enjoyed and which 
encouraged a large number of spectators to join in this annual family 
event. 

ORIENTEERING CHAMPIONSHIPS-1992 
The Corps Orienteering Championships will be held on 10/ 11 

October at Gare Hill Somerset. Entry forms from Capt L. Lawton 
ATN 738 4328 or 0225 814328. Day I-Individual Events, Day 
2-Team Relays. 

ORIENTEERING 
RESULTS 

The BAOR Championships were hosted by the RCZ in late April. 
The competition followed the standard format with individual races 
on the first day followed by relays on the second day. Day one was 
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at Leuth on the Dutch/German border and typical RCZ terram-very 
flat and very fast. Day two was somewhat different-Dusseldorf 
Stadtwald has a few hills! Most of the Corps glory was claimed by the 
women; champion woman was Sig Ireland of 16 Sig Regt while 13 Sig 
Regt were first in the women's relay. Overall 13 Sig Regt were 
women's BAOR champions with 16 Sig Regt in second place. For the 
men, 204 Sig Sqn were the champion minor unit while 3 Armd Div HQ 
and Sig Regt were third in the major unit competition. Individually, 
Maj Bateson, HQ 1 BR Corps, and Maj Purser, 7 Sig Regt, were 
second and eighth respectively, while Capt Brown, 13 Sig Regt, was 
part of the planning team. In the Inter Corps competition, the Corps 
was third behind REME and RA. 

The Army, UKLF and TA Championships were held together in 
early June. This was a three day competition: the inter-unit part of all 
three championships and UKLF / TA individual championships were 
held over a very wet weekend at Gare Hill near Warminster while the 
Army individual races were the next day at nearby Stourhead. Despite 
the weather it was a very successful weekend with credit going to the 
organisers who included Capt Lawton of HQ 2 Sig Bde. The regular 
Corps was well represented with even a 259 Sig Sqn team who had 
travelled from Cyprus. Unfortunately there were no Corps teams in 
the TA championships. In the UKLF championships, Cpl Sharp, 264 
Sig Sqn was third in the M21 category. Capt Mackender, Comms and 
Sy Gp (UK), was also third but in the M40 category while Lt Col 
Ebdon of the Signals Directorate but running for MOD, was second 
in the M45 race. In the Army championships, 13 Sig Regt women, the 
BAOR champions, won again. Also first was Maj Rumford, HQ 
Wales and West District, in the M45 category while Cpl Sharp was 
again third in the M21 race. Maj Robinson, HQ I Gp RAF, was third 
in the M50 category. In the Army inter-union competition 3 Armd Div 
HQ and Sig Regt finished eighth while the Corps was represented by 
Maj Gill in the Staff College team that won the minor units 
competition. 

FIXTURES 
The Corps Championship is being held at Gare Hill near 

Warminster over the weekend 10-11 October 1992. Details have been 
circulated to all units but anyone requiring further information should 
contact the organiser Capt Lawton, HQ 2 Sig Bde, on Corsham Mil 
4328. 

The Corps (BAOR) Championships are planned for 6-7 November 
1992. For further details contact Maj Purser, 7 Sig Regt. 

The Army Inter-Corps Championships is being held in Sussex over 
the weekend 28-29 November 1992. There are team competitions for 
men women and junior men. The senior competitions consist of two 
indi~idual races: the first at night and the second the next morning. 
The junior competition does not include the night race. Team results 
are calculated by the addition of the individual race times. It is hoped 
the Corps will enter two senior teams, one women's team, and one 
junior team. Details have been circulated to all units. Anyone wishing 
to be considered for selection should either contact their unit OIC 
orienteering or one of the following: Senior Teams Maj N. W. Gill , 
84 ASC RAF Staff College, Bracknell, Berkshire RGl2 3DD. 
Women'~ Team Maj J.C. Payne, 33 Sig Regt (V). Junior Team W02 
(FofS) Case, AA Coll Harrogate. 

The Army Night Championship is being held on Saturday 5 
December at West Woods, Marlborough, just north of Salisbury 
Plain. There are no qualifying rounds for this competition so any unit 
or individual can enter. Night orienteering is a different challenge. 
Navigation becomes much more important than running speed; 
however this is no time for red filters and night vision. Orienteers run 
at night with maximum artificial light-halogen bulbs and large 
battery packs are the norm at civilian events. The Corps has some 
suitable headlamps for those who are interested. For loan of 
equipment contact Capt Lawton on Corsham Mil 4328. For further 
details of the competition contact Maj Farrington AGS (SPS) on 
Worthy Down Mil 2465. 
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MAJ GEN D. A. L. WADE CB, ODE, MC 
It is regretted tha_t in the August issue of The Wire, page 299 Maj 

9en Wade was descnbed as the Chairman, Norfolk Branch. The General 
1s, of course, the President of the Branch. 

BRIGHTON BRANCH 
The barbecue and barn dance held on Saturday 4 July was highly 

successfu~. Thanks to everyone who helped to make· it so 884 Sig Tp 
for allowmg us the use of their facilities and the hardw~rking band 
who set up the bar and helped with moving the tables and chairs All 
the ~eople who donated prizes and then proceeded to buy raffle ti~kets 
to wm them back. Last but not least the Committee who with other 
helpers, spent Sa!urday setting.it up, preparing and coobig the food 
and Sunday clearmg up. A special thanks to Neil Perriton who worked 
very hard over the hot barbecue assisting the hard pressed chefs. 

CATTERICK BRANCH 
Maj Charles .Sandys and Mr John Jeffries received their 50 year 

badges fro!Il_Bng C. T. G~on at a very pleasant? informal ceremony 
a~ HQ Traimng ~p Royal Sig and Cattenck Garrison. Chairman Maj 
Bill Barnes. was m attendance. Both recipients started their careers in 
the Corps m 1941. 

L to R: Brig Conrad Garton_. Maj Charles Sandys, Mr John Jeffries 
and Chairman Maj Bill Barnes 

Maj Sandys got off to a flying start in his career when he won the 
'Commandants Cane' on completion of his officer training at 151 and 
152 OCTU Ald~rshot.. He then went off to serve in many of the World 
War 2. ~eat~es mcludmg 17th Indian Div Sig in Burma. He also has 
the dist1_nct~on of being the Signal Officer 'on the spot' for 
communicau~ns betw~en 'Treetops' Nanyuki and London whilst 
HRH The P~nces~ Elizabeth and HRH Prince Philip were staying 
there .. ~e reured . m 1973 when he became a life member of the 
~oc1a~on. He will shortly be celebrating the 50th anniversary of his 
Umvers1ty Course, at Bl.an~ford along with Brig Roly Borthwick, 
Majs Ron Bi;Yson and Dickie Armstrong to mention but a few . 

John Jeffn~ start~d off at Prestatyn and qualified as an OWL. He 
soo~ foun_d himself m North Africa with the 20lst Guards Bde, but 
finding this t~o tame, he volunteered for para training. After joining 
4 Para Bde Sig he was wounded and captured at Arnhem. He spent 
the rest of the war as _a POW, in Stalag IIB-from which he escaped 
an~. after recapture, m Stalag HA! He is probably one of the few 
BntJsh POWs to. be given a special pass (Aus Weiss) by the 
~mman~a.nt of his Stalag, allowing him to travel around the camps 
with a .Bnush MO to ascertain medical needs of the POWs and to 
transmit these over an agreed wireless link to the not so far away 
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British Arr:ny, the war in Europe was nearing its end by that time. He 
served until 1947 and has been a life member of the Association since 
1945. 
. Sadly our ~uch respected former Chairman, Brig E. D. Good CBE 

died before his badge and certificate could be presented to him. 

GUERNSEY BRANCH 
Members were pleased to welcome former members of the Branch 

Tom _and ';\'endy Remfrey on their recent visit to the Island. 
Thirty nme members and friends enjoyed a function 'on wheels' 

when Alf Laine and Jim Remfrey arranged an Island tour by open
topped_, doub~e-decker bus. A picnic, liquid refreshment and 
accordion music added to the entertainment. 

HARROGATE BRANCH 
It is wi~h great pleasure that we record the award of Honour 

Mem~ersh1p to Mr P. C. Wood, 'Chippy'. Mr Wood assumed the 
apl?omtment _of Branch Secretary many years ago during a moribund 
penod •. but smce our reformation some 10 years ago he has worked 
unsparmgly . for _the Association and that the success the branch 
presently enjoys 1s largely due to his efforts. 

The presentation was made at our last annual dinner by Maj Gen 
P. E. M. Bradley CB, CBE, DSO. 

The General commented, during his after dinner speech upon the 
youthfulness of our members, we have yet to apply for o~r first 50 
year bad~e, but. we did manage to locate an ex Corps member who 
served bnefly with the General in immediate post war years, Lt p. s. 
Snell MC. We un~erstand that.Pat won his MC when OIC of a Line 
Troop at the crossm~ of the Rhine. Are any bells ringing? If so we can 
arrange to put you m touch with him. 

We are sure that many ~undreds of ex-Apprentices and ex-members 
of the Permanent Staff crrca 1968 onwards will have been saddened 
by the dea~h of Mr Basil Dilcock. Basil (ex PWO) was the infantry 
Dru~. Ma1or attached to the College. He was a fine soldier and 
mus1.c1an an~ over many years produced College bands of a 
con~1stently h!gh standard. We are pleased to announce that his son, 
Chnstopher, 1s now our newest member. 

A barbe_cue was arranged to celebrate the first 10 years of our 
second entity ?n 23 May 1992. Despite the anniversary .clashing with 
the Bank Hobday and the abysmal Penny Pot weather, the evening 
was a great success. M!iny thanks to Sgt Tony Freeman (P .S.), the 
Mess Staff ~dour resident DJ, Mr Jack Kendle. 

The followmg rep<;irt sub~tted by Mr Pete Shepherd shows that the 
Harr~gate Branch . 1s not JUSt about branch meetings and social 
occas1ons but also mcludes sporting activities. 
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THE EDINBURGH GOLF TOUR 
Between 7 and 12 June 1992, 27 devotees of the game of golf 

comprising Branch Members, their friends and serving members of 
the Army Apprentices' College went to Edinburgh on a golf tour. 

Throughout the tour various competitions were played, the main 
one being the Scottish Golfer of the year. This consisted of four Medal 
rounds which were contested in three Divisions from Monday to 
Thursday. 

The results at the end of the week being: Div I Pete Shepherd (Ex 
SSgt) 288 Nett; Div 2 Brian Black (Ex Sgt) 282 Nett; Div 3 Dick 
Woodfine (SSgt) 285 Nett. 

This meant, that this year, we had an Irishman Brian 'Paddy' Black 
winning the award of Scottish Golfer of the year. 

Other Rounds of note were a magnificent Gross 75, Nett 62 by Lt 
Col Les Waumsley, at Duddington, and a Gross 88, Nett 70 by Maj 
Noel Goldthorpe (RAEC) the only player to shoot under par on North 
Berwick. 

After 180 holes of golf a weary party returned to Harrogate vowing 
to do better next year and to concentrate more on the golf and less on 
the Jim Beam. 

The organising committee would like to thank in particular Swilken 
of St Andrews who sponsored the tour by donating five putters. 

Finally we are sorry to report that Mr David Bowden (ex W02 
(YofS)) was recently admitted to Leeds General Infirmary for major 
surgery. After one or two minor setbacks he is now well on the way 
to recovery and anticipating hitting the KEO trail in Cyprus . 

LINCOLN BRANCH 
Sick Parade. Jack Roome has been discharged from hospital 

following an operation, also Capt Butcher. We wish them both a 
speedy recovery. 

22 members travelled to Catterick for this year's reunion. There 
were certainly some pleasant surprises in store for us. A friendly 
greeting at the checkpoint, a hot drink and biscuits at reception. First 
class organisation together with very good food set the tone for a very 
enjoyable weekend. To echo the words of the RSM Parade Marshal 
'put swagger in your step, it's your weekend' and it certainly was, 
spent in two days of glorious sunshine-roll on next year's! 

The steady trickle of new members has now dried up. Any one 
knowing of ex Corps members in our area, please point them in our 
direction. 

PLYMOUTH BRANCH 
Greetings to all members of the Corps and the Association from the 

West Country . Our President says that it is time that we reminded 
everyone of our existence, especially those Members of the Corps 
about to return to Civvy Street, and who may hail from the South 
West. We would welcome new younger members, as age is catching 
up with a lot of us. Out of a membership of about 90, only about 20 
are active and attend meetings, although many do live quite a distance 
from Plymouth, as we cover West Devon and Cornwall areas as well. 

At our AGM in March our Chairman Maj J. T. L. Blackler stood 
down after 13 years in the post. He had made a round trip of 60m in 
order to attend meetings, not much fun in the middle of winter. He 
has been succeeded by Maj H. J. Marten-Smith, our previous Vice 
Chairman. 

Two of our members Mr J. Judge and Mr W. Westgatge, have been 
honoured with the award of the 50 year badge, we congratulate them. 
They were presented with their badges and certificates at the June 
meetings. That occasion was also a farewell to Jack Judge, as after 
serving for 36 years with the Colours and 15 with the Association, he 
decided to re-enlist, this time with the Chelsea Pensioners; we wish 
him all the best in his new life. 

We hope to revive interest in our monthly meetings by trying to 
arrange speakers from various walks of life, and circulate a 
programme to all members and we hope we cai:i attrac~ them 3!-1 back 
into the fold. It is also hoped to have more social everungs durmg the 
year when we shall invite members of other Regimental Associations 
to join us. . . 

Members and friends enjoyed the Blandford reuruon m May, as 
usual. 

Come and join us, a warm welcome awaits you. Please writ.e to Hon 
Sec, S. R. Newcombe Esq, 'Caine' 16 Priory Close, Whitchurch, 
Tavistock PL19 9DH. 

PRESTON AND BLACKBURN BRANCH 
It is with regret that we inform you of the death of one of our life 

members Mr P. J. Toms who passed away peacefully on 5 August 
1992 afte~ a long illness, aged 71 years. He leaves his wife Mary, four 
married daughters and one married son. We send our condolences to 
his family. 
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WINCHES ER BRA CH 
The Branch has been in existence for nine year and incc its 

formation on 13 September 1983 it has doubled its member hip. The 
familiar pattern of monthly meetings is followed with an Annual 
Reunion Dinner in the Spring and a Family Dinner at Christma . We 
attend the Blandford reunion in force and are represented at the 
Catterick reunion every year. Locally we attend the Armistice Sunday 
Service and Parade and the Royal Britl~h Legion Festival of 
Remembrance in Winchester Guildhall. At neighbouring Ramsey 
Abbey we are always well represented at the Annual Royal British 
Legion Earl Mountbatten Memorial Branch Service and parade. 

Since our last notes appeared in The Wire (February 1991) Maj Geo 
H. A. J. Sturge CB has kindly taken over the Presidency of the Branch 
in succession to Maj Gen A. A. G. Anderson CB, who has moved to 
Scotland. Maj Gen Sturge, accompanied by his wife, took the Chair 
at our Annual Dinner on 25 April this year. The photograph shows 
him presenting the 50 year badge to Lt Col T. A. Howard, our Life 
Vice President, at a short ceremony before the meal. Alan Howard is 
a Founder Member of the Corps and has in fact 72 years association 
to his credit, having joined the Corps in 1920. Congratulations to 
Alan. 

At our Dinner in April we were pleased to welcome as our Chief 
Guest, Brig T. H. Wheawell, Association Area Vice Chairman, and 
his wife. Also Wg Cdr J. L. Nunn RAF (Retd), Deputy Mayor of 
Winchester, and his escort, together with friends from Aldershot, 
Reading and Southampton Branches. Salisbury Branch members have 
always attended this function in force but, unfortunately, this year 
they were prevented from joining us due to a prior engagement 
locally. We missed them. Altogether some 47 sat down to dine and the 
evening was adjudged to have been a success. 

One very moving experience in which the Branch participates is the 
Armistice Parade and Service in Winchester Cathedral . Maj Douglas 
Gardiner, Branch Chairman, led the ex-Service contingent on the 
march to the Cathedral, in his capacity of President of the Winchester 
Branch of the Royal British Legion. Mr Philip Percival, Branch 
Standard Bearer, was on parade with the Branch Standard. ln the 
Cathedral, Maj Colin West-Watson, ushered us to our seats, wearing 
one of his other hats of Cathedral Sidesman while Mr Ray Godfree 
was on duty as Custos and Head Verger, for the last time before his 
retirement. Mr Terry Smyth, our Vice Chairman, laid a wreath on 
behalf of the Branch at the War Memorial at the end of the Service. 

The Annual Royal British Legion Earl Mountbatten Memorial 
Branch Parade and Service at Ramsey Abbey is also a moving 
experience. Philip Percival was, once again, on parade with the 
Branch Standard. Lt Col Alan Howard led the proceedings as 
President of the Earl Mountbatten Memorial Branch. 

Serving members of the Corps and members of the Association and 
their escorts visiting Winchester are always more than welcome to 
attend any one of our meetings that are held on the second Tuesday 
in every month at the Royal British Legion HQ & Club, Parchment 
Street, Winchester. We foregather around 1900 hrs for a meeting in 
a private room at 1930 hrs. There is time for the more informal aspects 
of 'business' both before and after the reasonably brief meeting. 

Last but, not least, we are delighted to welcome back on board Maj 
J. Daw DEM, who with his wife Margaret, are now very accive 
members of the Branch having moved further into our catchment 
area. However John is still President of the West London Branch, 
where he was presented with his 50 year badge. Congratulations to 
John for a thoroughly well earned award. 

Maj Gen Sturge presenting Lt Col Alan Howard with his '50 Year 
Badge' and Certificate. Also present (L to RJ Maj Colin West
Watso:i , Brig Tom Wheawell, Wg Cdr John Nunn, Mr Terry 

Smythe and Maj Douglas Gardiner. 
Photograph courtesy of thB Hampshire Chronicle 
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The following donauon · were gratefully received during July 1992. 
atterick Garri on 1emorial Church 
(Reunion Church crvice) . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .. . .. . . .. . . £370.00 

Bequeathed by 1r R. G. Pearce . ..... .. . ..... ... . ... ... ... . £250.00 
. 1rs J . B. Burton................................................. £150.00 
Anonymou .. ........ .... ............... ........ ...... ............. £100.00 
662 Sig Tp .. ........ .. ... ....... . .......... .. ...... .... .. ... ....... £42.17 
Certa Cito Lodge .... .......... . ...... ... ... ...................... £ 10.00 
In memory of Mrs P.H. Jones ...... ... .. ..... ... .. ... ...... £ 10.00 
1r D. Prees . ... .. ...... .. ...... .. ..... ... .. .... .. ........... ..... . £ 10.00 

Lt Col (Retd) A. F Reeder MBE ... .. .. ... ......... ....... . £ 10.00 
Maj (Retd) D. Ban am .. .. .... . .. . . ... . .. . .... . .. . . . ...... .. .. . £ 5.00 

£957. 17 

The following donation were gratefully received during August 1992. 
ig Regt (Wives' Club) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £43 .23 

In memory of Lt Col J. E. Evans MC . . . . . . . . . . . . . £15 .00 
In memory of W02 S. A. Davies .. .. ..... . . . . . . . . . £15 .00 
In memory of Brig C. Childs CBE .. . .. . .... . . . .... £10.00 
Mr T. V. Seddon . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £ 5.00 
Mr Donaldson ..................... . ...... . ...... £ 3.00 

£91.23 

FIELD OF REMEMBRANCE AND CENOTAPH PARADE 
With kind permission of The Dean and Chapter of Westmin ter 

this year's Field of Remembrance will open at 1130 hrs on Thursday 
5 ovember 1992, when a short ervice will be held. We understand 
from Cla!ence House that Her Majesty, Queen Elizabeth, The Queen 
Mother, intends to open The Field which will then remain open until 
1600 hrs on 12 November . 

We hope that as many members as possible, particularly those from 
Branches in or around London, will attend. Our Plot this year is 

umber 125. 
In a_ccordance with the recent decision taken by The Central 

Coauruttee, orders for crosses for all Branches and affiliated Branches 
will be placed by RHQ and financed by Association funds. This will 
permit Branches to concentrate on any local events taking place in 
their towns/areas. 

We will, however, be pleased to order any individual or personal 
requirements on behalf of members. We recommend a Leaf Cross @ 
£2.30 or a Poppy Cross @ £2.80, and any such orders should reach 
RHQ by 1 October 1992. Cheques should be drawn upon Royal 
Signals Association. 

The R~y~I British Legio~, on behalf of The Home Office, will again 
be o.rgamsing the ex-Service contingents attending the Parade and 
Service at The Cenotaph, Whitehall, on Remembrance Sunday 8 
November 1992. Contingents are required to assemble on Ho~se 
Guards Parade in time to march off at 1020 hrs to Whitehall. 

The march after the Service will go down Whitehall and Parliament 
Square to Horse <?uar~s Parade as usual. It is probable that a member 
of the Royal Family will take the Salute of the columns from the dias 
opposite the Guards Memorial. The Parade will disperse from Horse 
Guards at about 1220 hrs. 

Applications for tickets should reach RHQ by 10 October 1992. 

SOUTHPORT WAR MEMORIAL 
The Southport War Memorials were unveiled on 18 November 1923 

and bore the names of 1,133 Southport citizens who fell in the 1914-18 
war._It was not until Remembrance Sunday 1990 that a member of the 
public commented tha.t the Falle? of the 1939-45 war were not 
honoured by name. This was put nght by the erection of new tablets 
on the Southport War Memorial, unveiled on 7 June 1992 in the 
presence of the'Lord Lieutenant of Merseyside and the Mayor. The 
photograph records the names of five members of the Corps and 
Donald R. Stanforth. Mr Donald R. Stanforth, a member of 
~out~~ort Branch was secretary of this project and was instrumental 
in raising over £25,000 towards the cost of che Memorial. He was 
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pre ent at the unveiling, the culmination of two year's active 
involvement in the project. His name is inscribed on the memorial. Mr 
Stanforth is also ecretary of Southport and District Council of ex 

ervice Association . 

THE BATTLE FOR CRETE 1940/41 
from Mr R. D. Mitchell 

In December 1940 we were assembled in Alexandria, Egypt having 
come down from the Western Desert. Incorporated into the 14th Inf 
Bde, we boarded the Royal Navy Cruiser Ajax which had recently 
returned from the River Plate battle in Montevideo against the 
German Pocket-Battleship Graf Spee. 

We had not been long at sea when we were attacked by a flight of 
Italia~ torpedo aircraft_, they did no damage to us a the Captain of 
the Ajax turned the hip to comb the torpedo tracks while the guns 
drove off the enemy. 

When the German parachutists descended on Crete on the morning 
of 20 May 1941 they were reputed to be Hitler's fi rst 'secret weapon' 
and introduced a completely new kind of warfare. The Allied Forces 
were not equipped to face this kind of assault, being armed only with 
old .303 Lee Enfield rifles, some dating back to 1907 but they stood 
their ground. The violent battle lasted 10 days. ' 

The Royal Navy maintained a supply route to the Island and 
prevented the Germans from landing reinforcements and heavy 
armour by sea, this action cost the Navy three Cruisers and six 
Destroyers sunk, and two Battleships, one Aircraft-Carrier six 
Cruisers and seven Destroyers damaged . ' 
T~~ Germans lost about 6,500, dead, wounded and missing, in 

addmon to a large number of men lost at sea. The Allied losses were 
1, 742 kill~ , 1, 737 wounded and 11,835 taken prisoner, the Royal 
Navy sustained 2,011 casualties. 

The Cretan people supported the Allied Forces throughout the 
battle, and were the only people in Europe to resist the Germans for 
th~ .whole of their occupation . They were instrumental in assisting 
Bnt.ish forces to capture Gen Kriepe during 1943 and send him to 
Egypt; a book based on this historic event was published entitled ' Ill 
Met by Moonlight '. One notable Cretan, George Psychoundakis 
(known as the 'Cretan Runner') kept the Allies informed with the 
information which led to the capture of the German General and he 
also assiste? many of the British forces who were at large o~ Crete. 

T.he Re~1~tance by the Cretan people was paid for dearly, and 
dunng a VISJt to Crete on the 51st Anniversary this year we discovered 
that the whole village of Skines was taken over by the enemy all 
inhabitants dispossessed , their houses burnt down and then blown' up, 
seven men were murdered , 48 men and women were imprisoned and 
500 women and children were exiled. 

Field Marshal Alexander, Supreme Commander Mediterranean 
Area, awarded the community of Skines a special c~rtificate. 

During our visit to Skines we were treated with great kindness and 
h?spitality. My wi~e has decided to repay the villagers for their 
!dn~ess by collecting ~ sum of money to provide a seat and an 
mscnbed plaque. She 1s appealing to the Crete Veterans No 1 
Association of South Wales, the Royal Artillery Association in 
Ramsgate (where the 151 Heavy Anti-aircraft Battery was raised) and 
th~ Crete Veterans Association in Canterbury for support. Maybe 
Wire readers may also wish to join with her. 
. I would like to .hear. from any ex-members of the Corps who served 
m Crete. Three V1ctona Crosses were awarded for the Crete campaign 
1941, and Lance Sergeant D.S. J. Gillespie of the Corps was awarded 
the Distinguished Conduct Medal on 16 October 1945. 

CALLING OLD COMRADES 
OPERATION GOODWOOD AND COBRA-15-20 JULY 
1944-SOUTHERN FRANCE 

The ~oyal Engineers Y~:mng Officers Course (109/ 110) will be 
conductmg a Battle Analysis Tour of these operations in late 1993 or 
early 1994 in Southern France. 

Would any interest~d comrades/veterans who took part in either or 
both of these ope~allo?s. and would be willing to partake as guest 
sp~akers ~nd possibly JOin the tour please contact me direct giving 
bi:tef details of your role and unit during these operations. All letters 
will be acknowledged. Capt I. Atkinson RE, Signal Wing RSME, 
Chattenden Barracks, Rochester, Kent ME3 8NQ. 

220 SIGNAL SQUADRON (AIR FORMATION) 
. Is any reader in possession of the Squadron's sign/symbol - a scor

pion? The Squa~ron ~as formed in 1960 in Northern Germany. A 
photo~raph published m the January 1961 issue of The Wire shows the 
following names - LCpls.HaU, Edwards, Sigs Greenhalgh, Mannion, 
LCpl ~apandreau, Sig Varn, Lt Calder, Capt Spooner, Maj Elsmore, 
L!-8 Milburn, Baedley, Sgt Brewer. If you can help, please get in touch 
with Capt. J.M. Hodges, 3 Sqn, 21 Sig Regt BFPO 43 or Editor The 
Wire at RHQ. ' · 
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SOTH ANNIVERSARY OF THE CASSINO BATTLES-MAY 1994 
Remembrance Service: Sunday 15 May at 11.00 am, 1994 

A MEMORABLE TOUR FOR VETERANS AND THEIR WIVES 
AND 1''AMILIES 

Following discussions with officials of the Monte Cassino Veterans 
Association, tentative arrangements are in hand for visits to the 
Cassino area during May 1994. 

Two tours are being considered, one by Coach Travel and one by 
Air Travel. 

The coach tour will probably be of a 121 13 day duration with 
overnight stops en route to the Gaeta or Terrancina areas where half 
board accommodation will be made available in good class hotels. 
There wlll be no overnight travelling. Coaches will be available for 
transfers and tours in Cassino. 

New luxury coaches, with on-board conveniences will be provided 
for the journey. 

Final costings will be confirmed to you when the full itenerary has 
been completed. 

The tour by air travel will probably be of seven days duration and 
the hotels to be used will be the same as those for the coach tour. 

Final costings will be advised at a later date. 
If you have an interest in either tour, would you please contact: 

John Clarke, (The Black Watch RHR), Hon Sec Monte Cassino 
Veterans Association, 41, Aldermary Road, Manchester M21 2QW. 
Telephone 061-881-4594. 

PERSONAL 
87 HVY WIRELESS SECTION-CARTHAGE 1942 
ITALY 1943-4 INDIAN DIV SIGS 1944 

Mr J.E. Meller who served with the above named units would like 
to get in touch with former comrades with a view to a reunion- 50 
years on. Please write to him: 33 Gunthorpe Road, Gedling, 
Nottingham NG4 4JR. 

2nd SPECIAL WIRELESS CO 
Anyone who knew Eric John Gomer (2345975) 2nd Special Wireless 

Co who served in Cairo, Heliopolis, Sidi Bishr is asked to write to his 
son John R. Gomer at 44 Hythe Hill, Colchester COi 2NH. (John R. 
Gomer served in TA Signals at 36 Command Workshop in the early 
1960s.) 

David Binding would like to hear from old Corps friends. His 
address is 100 Eversleigh Road , Scarborough, QED 4020, Australia. 

28 COMMONWEALTH BRIGADE SIGNAL SQUADRON 
NO 4 CAMP, TAlPING, MALAYA 

Steve Thurlow residing at 50 Kauri Street, Catoramotta, NSW, 
2166 Australia is compiling a history of the unit. He would like to hear 
from any ex member who served in the Squadron between 1950 and 
1960. 

A DISTINGUISHED AUSTRALIAN SIGNALLER 
Maj R. B. Davis, at present serving with Royal Brunei Armed 

Forces recently visited Labuan Island and visited the Commonwealth 
War G~aves cemetecy there. He found the grave of VX24597 Capt L. 
C. Matthews GC, MC, Corps of Signals, 2nd March 1944, age 31. The 
grave stone bears the insignia of the Australian Imperial Force and 
The George Cross. . . . 

Maj Davis would be pleased if anyone can provide any mformauon 
on this distinguished officer of our sister Corps. 

THE FALL OF SINGAPORE 
Those who made their escape from Singapore in 1942 (and, sadly, 

those who did not) will be interested in the moving account of these 
ordeals in Geoffrey Brooke's book 'Singapore's Dunkirk' published 
by Leo Cooper. 

Were you part of it? 
Did you serve with Lt (now Col) J. Sheepshanks, Cpl V. Leah 

(Singapore Fortress Signals) Sigs Finlay and Ball who are all 
mentioned in this story? 

Ex Sgt Dennis Gillingham would like to contact Sgts Paddy ~adler 
and Ken Bone of K Section RCS 2nd Independent Parachute Bngade. 
Please write to him at Pool End Cottage, Oulton Mill Lane, Colebrook, 
Tarporley, Cheshire CW6 9DT. 
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LEITE RS 
From: Mr Ken fllnt 
Dear Sir, 

A few lines of mention an 'exercise in communications' carried out 
by a WW2 Corps member (I OTB Cattcrick, 2 War Office Sig Dover, 
21 AG Sig Normandy and Indian AB Div Sig). 

Eighteen months ago I set about finding men (as it turned out they 
were all British except two) who had been in any unit of the division. 
I traced over 300 and brought 150 serving para& and some Gurkha' to 
a Birmingham reunion which caught the attention of the Central News 
TV cameras. 

One who was not there was the late Lt Col K. E. P. Andrews MBE, 
formerly Wire editor and at one time our section officer in RHQ 159 
Parachute Light Regt RA, to which I was attached for two years. 

Four of us who had not met since 1947 mourned the fact that we 
should not see 'Kep' again as he was popularly known behind his 
back , we thought he was a ' pukka sahib'. 

The reunion of former Div members having been a success we 
intend to carry on searching for veterans of 50 Indp Para Bdc before 
the Div was formed and for those who later went to Palestine with the 
units formed after Partition. Of course it is ex-Corps men that interest 
me most. 

I am also interested in finding veterans who served with the Corps 
1939-45 in the Sandwich, Deal, Dover and Folkestone area. White 
Cliffs Veterans has prospered since I founded it and has over 1,500 all 
arms members. We are planning an end-of-shelling commemoration, 
Hellfire Corner Veterans Medal for 1994, raising the money by 
sponsorship. And I have put in a bid for the Corps Band for the 
March Past in September 1994 when HRH The Duke of Edinburgh 
will unveil the White Cliffs Monument. 

77 Lydia Road 
Walmer 
Kent 
CT14 9JY 

Yours sincerely, 
Ken Flint 

From: Mr George Ginnever 
Dear Sir, 

I was delighted to read the letter from Dennis Egan in the June issue 
of The Wire. For the first time since 1948 I saw a mention of the Canal 
Zone camp, El Ballah, a place I thought had been lost in the mist of 
time. 

There were two units at El Ballah in 1947. They were 7 HQ Sig Regt 
(in which I served) and 18th Air Formation Signals (in which Dennis 
served). Although we were at this camp at the same time we did not 
know each other but have exchanged letters recently. 

If there are any more readers who were at El Ballah in 1947 and 
early 1948 I should be very pleased to hear from them. 

Yours faithfully, 
George Ginnever 

Greenacres 
New Road 
Bathford 
Bath 
BAI 7TR 

From: Mr H. Speight 
Dear Sir, 

I served as a radio-telegraphist in WW2. Part of my service as a 
Divisional Signaller was spent with the anti-tank battery which 
supported the DLI up on the Libyan Plateau. Strangely enough one 
of their signallers is a member of our West Australian Branch of the 
Australian Royal Corps of Signallers Association . 

I am writing to your association to ask if any member has a photo 
or even a postcard of the old Semiramis Hotel in Caria which we used 
to call 'grey pillars'! It was Allied Intelligence HQ Middle East 
AJHQME at one stage. I was there for a while in the cipher office and 
also as a telegraphist. 

I do hope that samebody can send me a photo that I can copy. All 
I managed to salvage was a photo of a signal truck (sig office) at 
Sallemo. 

Yours faithfully, 
H. Speight 

PS: I am trying to gather a bit of memorabilia and any photos of 
the desert, the part played by signallers, would be appreciated and I 
will naturally re-imburse the sender for copying-air mail etc. 

4 Band Street 
Lathlian 6100 
West Australia 
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A CENTURY AND NOT OUT 

Capt J. N. R. 'Jack' Perks, the Corps' oldest officer celebrated his 
lOOth birthday at his son Jonathan's home in Dorset on Friday 18 
eptember 1992. 
Educated at Malvern College and Cambridge University, Jack left 

Cambridge in Augu t 1914 and was in France 10 days later as a 
Corporal Dispatch Rider. Commissioned that year he served in 
Flanders, Salonica and Palestine. In the second world war, deemed 
too old for se1vice overseas, he trained drivers at Prestatyn and then 
tran ferred to ·civil Affair ' duties. He was in Hamburg immediately 
after the cessation of hostilities. 

In recognition of his service with RE Signals and the Corps, Jack 
received a congratulatory telegram from HM The Queen together with 
letters from the Colonel in Chief, HRH The Princess Royal GCVO 

and the Ma ter of Signals, Maj Gen A. C. Birtwistle CB, CBE, DL. 
These were delivered to him by Sgt Gary Elliston DEM of the White 
Helmets on a Triumph motor cycle. There was also a 1912 model of 
a Triumph motor cycle on display for his inspection. 

Ninety of Jack's friends gathered to celebrate the big occasion at a 
party that lasted for four hours which Jack thoroughly enjoyed, a 
remarkable man. 

In September 1990 Jack Perks attended the Prime Minister's 
Reception at 10 Downing Street to honour the veterans of the BEF 
1915 and Dunkirk 1940. Mrs Margaret Thatcher FRS, MP met and 
talked to everyone present. 

To Capt Perks we wish 'Very Many Happy Returns of the Day' . 

DIAMOND WEDDING CELEBRATION 

Congratulations to William and Margery Austin who celebrated 
their Diamond Wedding in August. They were married at St Mary's 
Church, Horsell, near Woking and went back, with some 30 friends, 
to the same church for a thanksgiving service on their diamond 
wedding day. 

William Austin, known as 'Bunny', served in the Corps for 21 years 

WHO FIGHTS 

and then moved on to the Royal Military Academy Sandhurst as a 
chef for the next 25 years. The war years took him to Dunkirk and 
then to the Normandy landings. 

William and Margery have the formula for ' the good life' and we 
wish them many more years of happiness together. 

FOR THE 
SOLDIER 
WHEN 
THE 

When a man has given his youth 
and strength to help us, it's our privilege 
and duty to help him and his loved 
ones when in need - even if he's still in 
the Service .. 

And when a Serviceman leaves the 
Army, Navy or Air Force, he and his 
family may have to face problems never 
encountered before. In fact, he may, in 
the defence of his country, have b com 
disabled or have left behind a widow 
and chi ldren who desperately need 
advice and help. 

A legacy iri your will ensur s that we 
can continue doing something in return. 
Please remember us. And please help. 
SSAFA, 19 Queen Elizabeth Street, 
London SEl 2LP Tel: 071-403 8783 

SOLDIER CAN'T 
FIGHT? SSA.FA® 

SOLDIERS: SAILORS" AND AIRMEN'S FAMILIES ASSOCIATION 
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Corps Goods Available from the Museum Shop, Blandford Camp, Dorset DT11 8RH 
Telephone enquiries to Blandford Military 2248 STD (0258 482248). 

Price list with effect from 1 May 1992. 
Blazer Badge 
Blazer Button- Large 

Small 
Belt, Italian leather, reversible Black/Brown engraved with Corps Badge 
Bookmark 
Brooch, white with gold Corps Badge 
Cap Badge 
Clip board with Corps Crest 
Cocktail Mat Set, six, blue acrylic with Corps Badge 
Coasters, leather, set of 4, with Corps Crest 
Corps Badge, on foil, framed and glazed, 11 • x 9" 
Corps Records and Cassettes - Information Sheet Available 
Credit card holder, leather, with Corps Crest 
Crystal Engraved with Corps Badge 

Brandy Glass ... 
Brandy Glass, Cut Crystal 
Sherry Glass 
Whisky Glass ... 
Whisky Glass , Cut Crystal 
Wine Goblet 
Decanters, Plain 
Decanters, Cut Crystal 
Bud Vase with engraved Corps Crest 
Rose bowl Cut Crystal with engraved Corps Crest 

Gilt Oval Cufflinks, engraved with Corps Badge 
Hipflasks 
Keyrings - Leather . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 

Corps (enamelled Corps Badge, with leather tag) 
Corps Badge .. . 

Ladies Marcasite Brooch .. . 
New Ladies Scarf, Dark Blue with White Jimmy in one corner 
Lapel Badge (Association Members only) ... 
Medal Holder 
Model Truck - Army Signal HQ c.1932 by Lledo . . . 
Mug, white china with Corps Badge in blue .. . 
Bon Bon Dish, gilt edged white china with Corps Badge 
Mini china tankard with Corps Badge 
Pendants, white with gold Corps Badge . . . . .. 
Pennant, embroidered Corps Badge with gold trimming 
Presentation Pennant on metal stand 
Postcards 
Prints: 

Frontier Ambush 
Smith George Cross 
Palace Guard 
Imphal Road 
Dhofar Incident 
Catterick Parade 1987 

Photoprints 
Statuettes: 

6% • Pewter Royal Signals Soldier with SA80 Rifle 
9• Royal Signals Officer in Full Dress .!Bronze Resin) . 
9• Royal Signals Soldier with SA80 Rifle (Bronze Resin) ... 
9• Signaller with SABO and Man Pack Radio (Bronze Resin) 
11 Y. • Jimmy cast Bronze Resin . .. 

Silver Plated Teaspoons with Corps Crest 
Sticker, Corps Badge on Corps Calours, good quality - Large_ 

Medium 
Small 

Stickpin, 9 carat gold, Corps Badge, can be used as Brooch/Ti~ pi.n 
Stickpin sterling silver Corps Badge, can be used as Brooch/Tie pin 
Sports/Leisure Wear, Excellent Quality, various sizes/colours 
Sweat Shirts with embroidered Corps Badge . . . . · · 
Sport Shirts with embroidered Corps Badge 
V/Neck Sweater with embroidered Corps Badge 
Rugby Style Shirt Corps Col?urs. and embroidered Badge 
Tablemat Set six blue acrylic with Corps Badge . . . · · · 
Tablemat, La;ge 15" x 11 Yz •, blue acrylic with Corps Badge 
Tankard, 1 pt, Glass engraved w~th Corps Bad.ge . . . . · · 
Tankard, 1 pt, polished pewter, hghtwe1~ht w1~h Corps Badge 
Tankard, Y1pt, polished pewter, light"."e1ght with Corps Badge 
Teatowel Blue Signals Design on White Ba.ckground 
Thimble Bone China with Corps Badge, Gift Boxed 
Tie, Corps Colours in polyester, 3" width 
Tie, Corps Colours in Pure Silk, 3" width 
Umbrella Golf Size, Corps Colours ... 
Wall plaque, 'Royal Corps of Signals '. shield, 6" x 7" 
Watch strap, Corps Colours, Nylon 

Unsigned 
B.50 
8.50 
8 .50 
8 .50 
8.50 
8.50 

PRICE 
£ 

11.50 
1.90 
1.80 

13.75 
0 .50 
3.35 
2.75 
3 .50 

15.50 
2.20 
6.85 
6.20 
3 .00 

9.50 ea 
19.75 ea 

8.45 ea 
9.50 ea 

19.75ea 
9.45 ea 

38.50 
55.00 
21 .95 
52.00 
15.25 
15.95 

0 .50 
2.20 
1.85 

27 .50 
9 .25 
2.25 
2.00 
3.95 
2.45 
2.95 
1.20 
4.95 

27.40 
15.35 

.20 
Signed 
12.50 
12.50 
12.50 
12.50 
12.50 
12.50 
15.00 

32.50 
65.00 
65.00 
59.25 
65 .00 

2.50 
0 .50 
0.50 
0 .45 

72.50 
19.50 

14.85 
12.25 
15.85 
19.25 
32.50 
10.25 
10.25 
15.25 
12.55 

2.50 
2.50 
5.75 

11.95 
15.00 
13.25 

1.45 

Prices inclusive of VAT. Overseas orders wlll be leH VAT. Bulk orders from PRl's wlll attract a discount. 
Please Note: Postage and Packing not included. Cheques made payable to: Royal Signals Corps Fund. 
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How do you feel 
about leaving the Army? 

As you're well aware, serving in the Forces isn't just a 
job. It's a way of life. So, it's no surprise, that after 

leaving, many people feel as though they're high and dry, 
like a fish out of water. 

But there's no need for you to feel this way. It's 
perfectly possible for you to keep up with old friends, 
make use of the unique skills you've acquired, and 
make a vital contribution to the nation's defence into 
the bargain. 

How? Simply by becoming a member of the 
_ Volunteer Forces, which make up a third of our Army 

and represent a significant part of our commitment 
to NATO. 

There are two options open to you. 
Firstly, you can join one of the Territorial Army 

Independent Units based in the TAVRA region in which 
you have decided to settle. An ideal route for those 
leaving Infantry or Cavalry regiments. 

Secondly, if you are leaving a Corps, you could 
retain your capbadge and become a member of either 
an Independent Unit or a TA Specialist Unit In either, 
you can maintain and extend the special skills that you 
have learned. 

In return you will receive payment equivalent to 
the rates paid to Regular Army soldiers plus an 
annual tax-free bonus. 

If you would like more information about how you 
can stay in the swim of things, write to the address 
below, giving details of which option you are interested 
in, you r current age and address, your intended county 
of residence, and of the regiment you have left or 
are leaving. 

The Territorial Army, Freepost, 4335 (Ref: 9000). Bristol BSl 3YX. 
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* 
All correspondence and 
matter for publication in 
The Wire should be 
addressed to The Editor. 
The Wire, RHO Royal Signals, 
56 Regency Street, 
London SW1 P 4AD. 

Subscription rates 
1992 (Bi-monthly) 

!Feb, Apr, Jun. 
Aug, Oct, and Deel . 

Individual: Yearly £7 .80; 
Bi·monthly £1.30; Thell~ Wire 

( J•, • 
· · ';j Remittances should be made payable to: 

Royal Signals Association 
Tel No: London District Ext 8428 and 8433 
STD 071-414 8428 and 8433 
Matter for publication must be 
received by the 15th of February. 
April, June, August. October and December 
for publication six weeks later. 

Editor Lt Col M. Q. M. Greaves LI~~\ 
Assistant Editor Mrs M. A. Riggs t'llJIV 
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NORTHERN IRELAND AW ARDS 
We warmly congratulate those named below, whose awards and mentions were announced in October, for service in Northern Ireland. 

MENTION IN DESPATCHE.S 

Major R. I. Buckley Royal Signals 
Captain I. G. Standen Royal Signals 

Sergeant S. Armstrong 
Sergeant A. Forbes 

Lance Corporal S. A. Clarke 

Sgt A. Forbes, now on a Foreman's Cou.rs~ at Blandford ha achieved ~n unus~al, if not unique, pairin~. Jn 1976 his father, then a W0 2 (Foreman 
of Signals), now Maj Ian Forbes was s1m1larly decorated, also for his work m 8 Inf Bde HQ and Sig Sqn. 
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CHRISTMAS MESSAGE FROM THE MASTER OF SIGNALS 
MAJ GEN A. C. BIRTWISTLE CB, CBE, DL 

Christmas is, above all else, a family occasion and I am sure that we all look forward to enjoying 
this year's activities in our own special family way, providing, of course, that we are lucky enough 
to do so. 

There will be many who will spend Christmas away from home and family, especially in the 
Corps, for we have soldiers, largely from 30 Sig Regt, but including individuals who have 
volunteered to help relief organisations in Yugoslavia, Turkey, Northern Iraq, Saudi Arabia, 
Somalia and with the UN in Cyprus. There is the prospect of Hungary, Latvia and Poland being 
added to that list and we must not forget those on unaccompanied tours in Belize and the Falkland 
Islands and those necessarily on duty in Northern Ireland. 

For all those away from home the family of the Corps comes into its own and Christmas is 
celebrated on station in whatever way is possible. The background to all our Christmas enjoyment 
is the uncertainty created by the lengthening recession and the slow implementation of the Options 
for Change restructuring and it would not be surprising if an air of depression was noticeable in 
the Corps at large; but I have to tell you that on my visits to BAOR and Cyprus this Autumn, and 
during my trips to units in the UK, I have found no such despondency. The quality of individuals 
at all levels in the Corps has never been higher and the management of change is being handled 
remarkably well. There is a Jong way to go and many stalwart members of the Corps will leave our 

active ranks in the process but hopefully retain contact with the Corps in their new career if that is their wish. 
I would like to thank everyone, serving and retired, for their valuable contribution to the life of the Corps. Our reputation has 

never been higher and I know that to be the consequence of high quality individual performances in all walks of our corporate 
life. Example is everything, and our special thanks go to Major General Bob Cook and his wife Jilly for his leadership over the 
last three and a half years and we welcome Major General Tony Boyle and his wife Ann in that role and wish them well. 

To everyone in the Corps, Sylvia and I send our thanks for your warm welcome wherever we go and our very best wishes for 
a very Happy Christmas and a New Year of hope, happiness and reward. 

CHRISTMAS MESSAGE FROM THE SIGNAL OFFICER IN CHIEF 
MAJ GEN A.H. BOYLE 

As I draft this Christmas Message at the end of my first week as Signal Officer in Chief and after 
an intense bout of briefing, I am acutely conscious of the mammoth demands made in 1992 on 
members of the Corps worldwide. 

In addition to those in Northern Ireland, more than 200 of the Corps are currently deployed on 
operations. Many will I hope be reunited with their loved ones at Christmas; some will not. 

Elsewhere, from the Ministry of Defence to Troop level, intense planning has been undertaken, 
and continues, to take account of the significant political change in the world. While much previous 
uncertainty has been removed, much still remains. 22 Sig Regt disbanded in 1992; other Regiments 
and Squadrons will follow in the coming year. Similarly 21 Sig Regt has been in the vanguard of 
the planned unit moves in 1992, arriving in England from Germany, and further movement will 
follow. With some notable exceptions, Territorial Regiments retain their organisational structure. 
However, some have or will re-role and re-equip, and the importance of the TA Corps' part in the 
order of battle is yet further enhanced. 

To accord with these and other changes our training base has been under intense scrutiny in 1992, 
and our training units and establishments have played a far greater role in planning for our future 
while at the same time continuing their training tasks. 

In 1993 we shall see many of the results of the 1992 planning effort take effect. I and my staff 
now look ahead to a time when, in common with all other Arms and Services, we in the Corps will 
experience our share of a wide variety of turbulence, as we implement these plans. For some the turbulence will bring redundancy; 
for those for whom this is unwelcome, the turbulence will be particularly difficult. 

On behalf of the serving Corps, I thank you all most sincerely for your contribution to our joint effort in 1992. To those, 
fortunate enough to spend the Christmastide with their families, I wish you all peace and happiness, and I ask that you remember 
those called to remain on duty. Wherever you serve in 1993, I ask you to redouble your efforts to make the most of our 
opportunities to ensure the future health of the Corps, and that our men and women, and their families, are wholeheartedly and 
affectionately supported in the turbulent months ahead. 
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MAJOR GENERAL R. F. L. COO 

On 2 November 1992 Major General R. F. L. Cook handed over as Signal Officer in Chief 
(Army) after more than three and a half years in the appointment. He retires from the Army on 
28 December 1992 after 35 years service. 

Major General Cook was commissioned into the Corps in July 1959. Between 1964-?0 he .se.r".'ed 
in the UK, Germany and with 28 Commonwealth Brigade in Malaysia before atte.ndmg D1v1sion 
1 of the Army Staff Course at Shrivenham and Camberley. A staff appointment m personnel .~t 
the Ministry of Defence (MOD) was followed in 1973 by command of 7 Armd Bde H<? and .Sig 
Sqn in Soltau, Germany. He returned to MOD in 1976 to work in the Procurem~~t Executive. 
Promotion to Lieutenant Colonel in early 1977 brought a move back to the Royal Military. Co.liege 
of Science on the Directing Staff with responsibility for instruction in Telecommumcations, 
Information Systems and Electronic Warfare. 

In 1978 he returned to Germany to command 4 Armd Div HQ and Sig Regt in Herford. Af~er 
command he served on the logistic planning staff at Headquarters British Army of the Rhme 
concerned with the coordination of theatre war plans and the UK lines of communication: He was 
promoted to Colonel in 1982 to head the Operational Requirements staff branch m MOD 
responsible for Army communications and CIS equipment. . . 

On promotion to Brigadier in 1983 he returned to Germany as Co~i:iander Commu~1ca.uons 1st 
(British) Corps and Commander 1 Sig Bde. His task was the provJS1on of commu~1cations a~d 

electronic warfare support to the Corps and during this period the Ptarmigan and Wavell area C31 Sy~tems were mtrodu~e? m 
to service. After two years in command he left in December 1985 to attend the NATO Defence College.1!1 Rome. He.then JOmed 
the International Military Staff at NATO HQ, Brussels in August 1986 ~s .secretary to the NATO M~htary COI_nnuttee. 

In April 1989 he was appointed Signal Officer in Chief (Army) in the M1mstry of Defence on promotl?n ~o MaJor General ~nd 
on 1 February 1990 he assumed the additional role of Director General Command, Control, Communications and Information 

Systems (Army). · f · h. h h f aching 
Major General Cook presided over the Corps during an extraordinarily eventful penod o time w 1c as seen . ar .re 

changes within the Armed Forces and the Corps in particular. As Director General ~?mmand C?ntrol, Comi;numcations and 
Information Systems he masterminded and guided the Directorate General to a p~s~tlon where 1t now fully !ncorp?rat~s the 
disciplines of Communications, Information Systems and Electronic Warfare. In addition he oversaw the Corps. contnbuuon to 
Operation Granby and at the same time re-structure? the Corps to face the tasks and challenges presented by Options for Change, 
including our new responsibility as framework nation for the ARRC. . . . d 

All of us in Royal Signals owe Major General Cook a great debt ~or ~ecuri_ng for us, through. his ~ea~ersh1p, a worthwhile and 
exciting future. His tireless efforts and the unstinting support of his wife, Jilly, have been an inspiration to us all and we sen 
them and the family our best wishes for the future. . · d 

Major General Cook was dined out in traditional style, by the officers, at Blandford on IS October 1992. He is to be appomte 
Colonel Commandant on 1 May 1993. 

TELEPHONE NUMBERS 
Regimental Headquarters 

London District Military and ask for extension as below or by direct dialling as hown 

Appl 
RegL Col 
Regt Sec 
Asst Regt Sec 
Wei Sec 
Assn AO 
Corps Acct 
AcCLS 
Ed, Journal & Wire 
FAX 
Ord Room 
Rel Offrs 
Chief Clerk 
Asst Ed Wire 
Clerk, Regt Col 
802 (Sldr Rec) 
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ame 
Col R. D. K. Thompson OBE 
Col A. N. de Brellon-Gordon 
Maj G. Schofield MBE 
Mrs P. J. Haw 
Mr R. Whittle 
Mr A. Wilkinson 
Mr D. Wiles 
Lt Col M. Q. M. Greaves 

Lt Col Beattie/Capt Dugdale 
Miss 8. A. Jack on 
Mrs M. A. Riggs 
Mrs 0. Young 
Maj B. H. Rowe 

Extension ( TD Direct Dial) 
8420 (07 1-414 8420) 
8421 (071-414 8421) 
8422 (071-414 8422) 
8423 (071-414 8423) 
8424 (071-414 8424) 
8425 (071-414 8425) 
8426 (07 1-414 8426) 
8428 (071-414 8428) 
8429 (071-414 8429) 
8430 (071-414 8430) 
8431 (071-414 8431) 
8432 (071-414 8432) 
8433 (071-4 14 843 ) 
8443 (071-414 8443) 
8444 (07 1-414 8444) 
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Her Royal H~ghness The Princess Royal GCVO, accompanied by 
the Ma ter of Signals, Maj Gen A. C. Birtwislle CB CBE DL and 
Brig N. F. Wood Commander Communication UKLF, visited the 
Squadron on .1 October 1992. During a packed programme, which 
com~enced with a parachute drop and a demonstration by a Quick 
Reacuon Team, Her Royal Highness viewed the numerous specialist 
roles undertaken . by the. Squadr~n: Her Royal Highness spoke to 
many of our soldiers dunng her vlSlt and met the Squadron wives at 
the all ranks luncheon. 
. le was a happy ?Ccasion enjoyed by all members of the Squadron 
m our 25 + I Anruversary. 

25 + 1 ANNIVERSARY 
C<;>mmuni~ations have always been a vital element of the Special Air 

Service Regiment. This was recognised with the formation of a 
sep~rate Troop in the Regiment, with the first Regimental Signal 
Officer, C~pt .w. Bat~y, being appointed in August 1950. The Troop 
developed m size, eqwpment and role until in July 1966, 264 (SAS) Sig 
~qn was formed , under the command of Maj S. G. Walker. Due to 
~ts long-stan~ing associa~on with the SAS, the Squadron was heavily 
involved dun.ng 1991 with the SAS Golden Jubilee events. It was 
therefo_re decided to postpone 25th Anniversary celebrations of the 
formation of the Squadron LO 1992; hence the 25 + l Anniversary . 

REUNION WEEKEND 
Ov~r t.he weekend of 6/7 June 1992 ex-members of the Squadron 

were mv1ted to a Reunion. This took the form of an Open Day with 
the many past an~ present wonders of SAS Signalling on display 
(some of the equipment was quite impressive as well). This was 
fo.llowed by an All ~anks an~iversary function, where young and old 
ahke swappe~ stones well mto the night. They assembled on the 
Sunday morning for a Service of Thanksgiving followed by curry 
lunch. The event was very successful and the attendance of over 500 
far exceeded the number expected. This shows the depth of 
attachment of many ex-members to this unique Squadron. 

FREEDOM OF ENTRY TO THE CITY OF HEREFORD 
At ~ Special Meeting held on 28 September 1992 Hereford City 

Counc1l_resolved t<;> confer the Freedom of Entry to the City upon 264 
(SAS) Sig Sqn. This honour had previously been conferred on 22 SAS 
Re~t but n~t separately on the Squadron. This clearly presented a ' 
major security problem and a formal ' slink-through' of the City was 
arrang~d, followed by a reception for the Lord Mayor and City 
Councillors. 

FUTURE 
During. the ye~r, t.he Squadr?n. has continued to provide UK Special 

Forces with their highly specialised and vital communication needs 
t~rou~hout the world in a variety of operational and training 
suuauons . It has also had a~ enjoyable and successful, if disjointed, 
year on the sports field and m the social arena . 1993 and the next 25 
~ orry ~4) years appear to be a period of continuing expansion 
mnovauon and of course challenges. ' 
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264 i 
(SPECIAL AIR SERVICE) 

SIGNAL SQUADRON 

FUTURE PROBATION COURSE 
DATES ARE: 

1/93 - 19 Mar-15 May 93 

2/ 93 - 27 Aug-23 Oct 93 

1/94 - 18 Mar-14 May 94 

SUITABLY MOTIVATED PERSONNEL 

IN THE FOLLOWING TRADES 
ARE REQUIRED NOW 

Tele Op SYS 
Tele Op TG 

Urgently Required 
Urgently Required 

Tele Tech R 
Tele Tech SYS 

Stores Acct 
Dvr Elec 

VOLUNTEERS SHOULD APPLY 
THROUGH THEIR UNIT ORDERLY 

ROOM OR CONT ACT: 

The Second in Command 
264 (SAS) Signal Squadron 

Stirling Lines 
HEREFORD 

HR26HF 

Hereford Military- 2339 
(Civil) 0432-357311-2339 
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22 SIGNAL REGIMENT DISBAND ENT PARADE 

22 Sig Regt held its disbandment parade in Lippstadt on 19 
September marking the end of this Signal Regiment, and 33 years 
occupancy of Churchill Barracks, Lippstadt. 

FOREWORD BY LT COL K. J. HADFIELD 
22 Sig Regt is directly descended from 11 Air Formation Sig Regt 

which was forged in the fires of war, serving continuously from the 
Normandy landings in 1944 to the end of the War in Europe. Since 
the end of that War, the Regiment has played its part in keeping the 
peace throughout Europe and the world, providing the ground 
communications in support of the Berlin Airlift, subsequently playing 
a major role in support of NATO by providing communications for 
!st (British) Corps and ultimately by taking part in Operation Desert 
Storm in 1991. 

Sadly the Regiment must now disband, but does so confident that 
it has helped to keep the peace . Today is a sad day fo r us all , for not 
only have we done our duty to the full, but we have also forged strong 
bonds of friendship with Stadt Lippstadt, where the Regiment holds 
the seldom granted right to the Freedom of the Stadt, permitting it to 
march through Lippstadt with drums beating, flags flying and 
bayonets fixed . We have also forged close links with 7 Fernmelde
bataillon of the German Army. 

These links are not new for the Freedom of the Stadt was granted on 
27 October 1973 and the alliance was formed with 7 Fernmeldebataillon 
on 11 August 1972. 

All of these ties are symbolic of the friendship , comradeship and 
good will which this Regiment has always found in Lippstadt and the 
surrounding area. It is therefore with the greatest of sadness that we 
now disband and finally leave this lovely town. 

There is a special spirit and sense of fun and adventure which forms 
part of the unique character of this Regiment, which I am sure will 
endure in the Squadrons that are to move as formed bodies under their 
officers to the 3rd (United Kingdom) Div HQ and Sig Regt and the 
4th Armd Div HQ and Sig Regt in the near future. Those officers and 
soldiers will carry on the traditions and maintain the high standards 
upon which the Regiment has always prided itself. Today's 
disbandment parade therefore marks the end of a Regiment and its 
close Jinks with the citizens of Stadt Lippstadt and with the soldiers 
of 7 Fernmeldebataillon, marks in a sense the end of an era but marks 
too the beginning of a new chapter in the history of the Royal Corps 
of Signals. The Regiment marches proudly into history, confident that 
it has done its duty to the end. 

I am proud to have had the honour to command it. 

THE PARADE 
The weeks of planning, rehearsing, worrying and occasionally 

panicking, were over; the stands were erected, bunting .adorned the 
Rathaus Marktplatz of Lippstadt and the Saturday morning bustle of 
the town came to a halt as 22 Sig Regt, together with the Band of the 
Royal Corps of Signals exercised the right, granted in 1973, to the 
Freedom of the City. 

With drums beating, flags flying, bayonets fixed and heads held 
high the Regiment, led by the Commanding Officer Lt Col ~·. J. 
Hadfield marched on a winding 2km route through the town, arnvmg 
in the Rathausplatz (Town square) where a large audience of their own 
families local residents and civic dignitaries awaited. ln the crowd 
were approximately 70 Old Comrades an? .th~ir families m~ny of 
whom had made the journey from UK to JOIIl m the celebrations. 

A large crowd of over 2,000 people witnessed this rather special 
parade on which the Regiment was ~cco.mpani.ed by 7 Fernn:elde
bataillon of the Bundeswehr, a local umt with which a Partnership has 
existed since 1972. 

On arrival at the Rathausplatz the Regiment was reviewed by the 
Master of Signals Maj Gen A. C. Birtwistle CB, CBE, DL. There 
followed speeches by the Master, the Burgermeister H~rr ~locke, the 
Commander of Wehrbereichs kommando 3, Gen Maj Wurfel and a 
reply by the Commanding Officer. As part of ~e cere~oni~ t~e 
Regiment was presented with the Fahnenband for its contnbu.uon m 
maintaining peace and security of W. Germany commemorating the 
unit's 'Einsatz fiir Sicherheit und Frieden', which was handed over by 
Gen Maj Wiirfel on behalf of the German Government. . 

Bringing the Parade to an emotional close the Commanding Officer 
returned the Freedom Scroll to the people of Lippstadt, (for ever or 
only for safe keeping, who knows?). Then, with t~e solemn words 
'We must go' the Commanding Officer led the Regiment off parade 
to the warm applause of the spectators. 

As the Squadrons marched past for the final time, the Master <;>f 
Signals took the salute and with pride, dignity and .some styl~, 22 Sig 
Regt completed their Disbandment Parade to pass mto the history of 
the Royal Corps of Signals. 
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The Flag Party prepare to parade the Fahnenband in slow time 
around the front ranks 

The Burgermeister of Lippstadt proudly receives the Flag of 22 Sig 
Regt from the CO Lt Col Hadfield 

A damp crowd looks on as the Master of Sign~ls gives his address 
• to the Regiment and people of Lippstadt 
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-XERCI E WYVER~ EXPRESS 
b faj Elaine ,,fitchell (HQ LSG) 

On 4 Seplember Ma.i Elaine Mitchell and Maj Bill Menzies RAOC 
look even member of HQ LSG in Tidwor1h on Ex Wyvern 
Expre ·-an adventure training exerci e in the Italian Dolomites. The 
aim was to traver e one of the even long-distance high routes or ' lte 
Vie' which run on a north to south axi through the very heart of the 
Dolomite mountains. 

The walking it elf varied 1rom level trolling, to climbing on rock 
lipped to fixed metal rope ; from long ambling ascent in forest , to 
teep traver es on scree and snow. The trip as divided into three 
eparate treks, each consisting of 2-3 days, spread over a two-week 

period. The trek were inter per ed with days of climbing, abseiling 
and occasionally sight- eeing in order to appreciate some of the local 
beauty spots. 

Our route began at the breathtakingly beautiful lake-Lago di 
Braie , not far from the town of Dobbiaco in the north. From there, 
members of the HQ made their way over the snow-covered Alpe di 

ennes, via the Citta di Pramer to the Cima (or summit) di Citta at 
2,465m. From there, we pushed on via Monte Pelmo and over the 
Shciara at 2,565m. Here we began a long but exhilarating descent 
down one of the 'Vie Ferrate' or 'Iron Ways' , which are very steep 
routes, aided by fixed metal ladders and cables. 

This climb in particular justified the reputation of the Dolomites as 
a playground for 'hard-men'. There were certainly looks of surprise 
as our party, with their comparatively huge bergens, joined other less 
heavily-laden Alpini climbers at the final refuge-the Rifugio 7 
Alpini. This serious, wiry breed of individuals looked rather 
suspiciously at our mixed group and were overheard to mutter such 
comments as 'Mad Engleesh' and 'Iron Ladies' under their breath to 
one another. 

From this last refuge below Schiara, we finally took a less 
demanding pathway through the picturesque Val d'Ardo and down 
towards Belluno-a large town to the south of the Dolomites. From 
here, we prepared for the long and tedious drive back to Dunkirk, 
where we proceeded to break all records for fitting as many duty-frees 
as possible into an already full mini-bus. 

All in all, the exercise had been a great success and an excellent 
introduction to the endless variety of the Dolomite mountains· their 
geology, their flora and fauna and their beautiful lakes and wate'rfalls. 
We all returne-0 to Tidworth looking fit, tanned and healthy and in 
agreement that LOG PT on Salisbury Plain would never fill us with 
the same trepidation! 

L to R: LCpl Keeling, Sgt Boniface, p(e Robinso;, LCpl Simpson 
and Maj Elaine Mitchell stop for a welcome rest 
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OPERATION RALEIGH-NAMIBIA EXPEDITION 
By Cpl Mo Howarth 

The request for a volunteer to act as Comms Officer on Op 
Raleigh's Namibian expedition came mid way through December and 
after a long JO seconds thinking about three months of Winter in 
Catterick or three months in Namibia my name went forward as a 
volunteer. Amazingly I was the only volunteer, so after a formal 
interview at Raleigh's London Headquar ters I was chosen to make the 
trip. 

_I met up with the majority of the staff on 23 January at Gatwick 
Airport when we left a cold and wet England behind for the heat of 
Africa. Upon our arr!val_in Namibia I found out, much to my delight, 
we had a 10 hour dnve in a Bedford to reach the expedition's Field 
Headquarters, where I met the remaining staff. 

The first tw<;> weeks were spent preparing equipment and teaching 
the 30 staff Voice ~rocedure, Antennas and the 320 HF radio. Getting 
used to the heat did not take too Jong and I soon got to like my new 
working dress of shorts and flip flops. The field headquarters were 
situated in the Etosha National Park, a large game reserve so there 
was lots of wildlife to see. ' 

On 7 February 90 venturers arrived. They were split up into six 
groups and then all groups had to be taught Voice Procedure 
Antennas and the 320 HF radio. After the four day induction period 
the l?roups depar~ed for their f~rst project sites. The projects varied 
and included; White Water Raftmg, a 200km Trek in the mountainous 
region, ~o~servation work in the Etosha National Park, community 
work bmlding schools and also the clearing of a lake which had been 
declared a national monument by the Namibian Government. 
Coi;nmunication _links had to be established to all sites whose ranges 
varied from as httle as 30km up to 800km in all directions. 

After manning the FHQ radio for the first six weeks I was given the 
opportunity to lead one of the groups on the 200km trek. The trek 
took place in Northern Namibia in the Kookaveld region . The first 
four days were spent following the Kunene river which forms the 
Namibi~n/ Angola!1 border. We then headed inland through the 
~ountamous region . There were no roads, villages or any 
mfrastructure of any ort. Modern life has not intruded on the area 
whatsoever, the only tribe to inhabit the area are the Himba. These 
tribespeople have had no influence from Western society whatsoever 
and found us quite amusing working with large bergens . This walk 
had never been done before Raleigh undertook to do it and it was a 
dem~nding challenge: However, the satisfaction felt upon completion 
of this trek and the view of a wide prehistoric glacial valley at the end 
more than made up for the extreme temperature and lack of water. 
~pon completion of the walk it was back to FHQ for me and back 
mto sh<;>rts and 'flip flops'. _The last three weeks· were spent manning 
the radio at FHQ, sunbathmg at the side of the pool and going out 
on game drives to see as much game life as possible. 

All too soon the three months came to an end and it was time to 
return to good old Catterick, but not before the end of expedition 
party. The party rated as one of the best I have attended and a good 
time was had by all. It rounded up an excellent three months and had 
me :-vondering why I had never heard of the expeditions before. My 
advice to anyone out there wanting adventure and fun is to see about 
volunteering for Op Raleigh. They run expeditions all over the world 
and are always on the lookout for volunteers. 

Cpl 'Mo' Howarth introducing Himba children to sweets, ' kids are 
the same worldwide, they always take sweets from squaddies' 
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EXf.RCISE MACKENZIE BACKSTOP 
This was a hiking and canoeing expedition in British Columbia, 

Canada, undertaken by 21 Sig Regt in an area once described as one of 
the last great wilderness areas of the world; and so it proved to be. The 
idea was for the party, consisting of Capt Guy Bewsher, SSgt Steve 
Barrington, Sgt John Ashley, Cpls Steve Mitchell, Billy Upton, 
•w oody' Wood, LCpl Dave Koapman , Sigs Bob Cope, 'Willi' 
Rushton and Danny Rudman to follow the ancient Moccasin Trail 
across the Rainbow Mountains from the Pacific fjords of Bella Coola 
for 105 km to Eliguk Lake, the same trail used by Sir Alexander 
Mackenzie two centuries ago when he became the fi rst man to cross 
the continent by land . At Eliguk Lake the party took to canoes to 
navigate the 160km of the Blackwater River from its head waters to 
the first manmade obstacle, a bridge at the Nazko river junction. 

0 2DM ~ 6011.• 10._ 
L-~-'-~-'-~-'-----' 

Things did not go according to plan on the walking phase, mainly 
due to a metre of snow on the mountains which forced us to reduce 
the hiking. As two RCMP men had been killed in the region the week 
before searching for two lost climbers, it was deci~e<l; not to ta~e an_y 
risks there. Instead we retraced our steps along the Highway 20 . This 
is the only road from the coast to the Fraser river, 200 n:Ules inland. 
For about a third of its length it is a gravel track and includes the 
Heckman Pass, a point where the road drops I ,500m in 6km, without 
the aid of white lines or crash barriers. It does have the odd bulldozer, 
however to clear the rock slides! In all we drove about 4,000km, and 
this coui'd be classified as adventurous training in its own right. 

Having crossed the mountains we !eft .t~e main. highway and 
followed old wagon trails into the bush. Old 1s a relauve term, as the 
area was first settled between the wars. Here we debussed and began 
our hike, to the point where we would pie~ up. the canoes. 'fhe gro~d 
cover is very close, and cross country wal~ml? 1s not a prac!-1cal opt1?n. 
We did, however, begin to see lots of w1ldlif~, such as pme martins, 
ptarmigans and lots of evidence of large ammals, such as deer and 
bears. . 

We even had an encounter of sorts with a grizzly. One mornmg 
while we were camped by a lake. Cpl 'Woody' Wood, ~etting the fire 
going one cold morning, insisted he could hear somethin~ large near 
by. We all thought it was wind up and our muffled rephes refle,ct~d 
this. Later that day, talking to an Indian tracker we were asked, Did 
that bear disturb you this morning? 

'What bear?' 
'Oh, the Grizz that was down by you this morning. !t was only a 

small one.' We saw its tracks-that was a small one? Mind you there 
was plenty of other wildlife to see, such as a pair of Golden Eagles and 
a pair of Bald Eagles together, a f'.ock of eagles. no less. There were 
also moose, beaver and at one point we saw evidence that our lead 
walkers had been tracked by a wolf. 

For the final couple of days of the hiking phase th~ -:veath~r tu~ned 
against us and we battled against snow storms and d~1ving haiJ. Given 
the weather conditions it looked more and more as 1f we would have 
to abandon the next phase as we could not see how the float planes, 
carrying our canoes and supplies would get to us. Somehow the bush 
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pilot ;nade it through to Eliguk Lake, and brought the elcome 
news that the cold front was due to move off. With the e parting 
words they lelt. 

Ii uk Lake forms the headwater of the Blackwater river which is 
a tributory of the Fraser. Canoeing down the river, from the lake to 
the first road bridge, was like reliving parts of James Fenmore
Coopers classic novel, 'The Last of the Mahicans', as we paddled 
across great lakes, past wooded islands, or rushed down _great sweeps 
of the river in great long stretches of white water in our open 
Canadian canoes. 

The area is still not accurately mapped and no canoe guide book has 
been written. As a result this was a real voyage of discovery, some of 
it painful. 

As we canoed on the sun came out and the temperature rose to the 
high 20's. We encountered moose and beavers and yet more eagles, 
although no salmon . We also came across several lodges. Some were 
working ranches while one or two acted as fishing camps for summer 
tourists. May is not summer and almost all the lodges were closed . 

It was during this phase that the true leadership potential of '.Capt 
Bligh ' Wood came to the fore. On hitting a r?ck he yel~ed to ,his pet 
galley slave, Sig ' Willy' Rushto~, 'We'r~ gomg over, JU~p! Willy 
did and the boat remained upnght leaving Cpl Wood sull dry . At 
lea~t Capt Guy Bewsher had the decency to go down with his ship, 
along with Sig Danny Rudman while Sgt John Ashley and Cpl_ Steve 
Mitchell claimed that their boat was full of water because 1t was 
related to a U-boat and was easily swamped. 

It was a worthwhile trip, ending when we reached 'civilisation', a 
road bridge over the river, 160km down stream. 

Along the way we met a number of very interesting and helpful 
people, all of whom ~eemed amazed_that. ·~rits' should come to canoe 
in their river. We paid an all too bnef v1S1t to Vancouver on the way 
back to Calgary which gave us an opportunity to see a little more of 
the country and also to plan our next trip. 

Due to the BATUS flights and the common languag~ of t~e Cana
dians and ourselves, Canada is one of the most accessible wilderness 
areas for adventure training. All members of the party had a great 
time met and overcame the challenge of a partially mapped river and 
have' gone away after learning to canoe, and having made friends with 
kind and helpful people half a world away. 

What's for breakfast? 

Cpl 'Woody' Wood (rear) and Sig Danny Rudman 
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THE W 'T COAST TRAIL (CANADA) 
Report b) gt Balsdon 

E. Wyvern I land was an expedition to Vancouver Island, British 
Columbia held from 26 August-23 September 1992 and undertaken by 
membe~ t>f 1 Inf Bde HQ and Sig Sqn (215). The aim wa to trek the 
0 ·m We t Coa t Trail which was constructed at the turn of the 

century to act as a lifesaving trail for survivors of shipwrecks. The 
route of the trail encounters steep cliffs, dense coastal forest, swamps, 
difficult beach trekking and river which must be by rope by hand
pulled ble cars. The trek takes between 5-7 days and trekkers must 
be elf- fficient for the duration. 

The travel to and from the expedition area is a separate experience 
and the tories from 14 days of travelling in a minibus with the Boss 
driving have already been exaggerated, (but only slightly). 

THE TRAIL 
On Sunday 6 September we got a ferry across to the Vancouver 

I land, and travelled then to the Trail head at Bamfield. We camped 
that night on Pachena Beach and waited for a start slot on the trail. 
Little did we know that the rain which welcomed us was to continue 
for a further 36 hours. The Junior ranks had been allocated a day each 
to lead the expedition and LCpl Nige Hinton was to lead us off the 
next day. 

We raced through an Indian Reservation, stopping for a short 
photo call at Pachena Point Lighthouse. We moved then on to the 
most inhospitable beach anyone had ever encountered, with the wind 
and rain driving in from the sea there was no shelter to be found 
anywhere. The conditions did not help us to wade Darling River which 
is normally crossed by the use of a cable car. Even our strong man's 
(LCpl Nige Hinton) legs began to shake during the crossing. 

We moved off again somewhat slower than the pace we had 
managed from the start, our clothing and equipment, although stored 
in plastic bags, was either damp or soaked, the bergens felt twice as 
heavy and quite possibly were, than at the start. 

Sig George Cullen explains 'how to do it' in the field. L to R: Sgt 
Keith Balsdon, Sig Isaac Newton, LCpl Col Barker, Sigs Gaz 
Moltan, George Cullen and LCpl Nige Hinton. Taking the photo the 

expedition leader Capt Lawrence Mccourt 

We arrived at a campsite unable to use the second cave we had 
hoped to use as shelter that night. It appeared the rest of Vancouver 
ls!and had decided to arrive there before us. Everyone retired to their 
tent for a well earned rest. I 7km in 5 Vi hours in very adverse 
conditions, lucky for us it had been quite easy going considering what 
was to come. 

The second day, led off by LCpl Col Baker, was more promising 
as the rain had stopped during the night. The sun blazed down 
and by 1000 hrs it was very hot and tiring crossing the soft sandy 
beaches covered with washed up tree trunks. We passed endless 
groups of trekkers with their own excuses of why ths:y were turning 
back. 

The trail continued to be quite easy going until we again returned 
t<? the beach again at Trestle Creek, three more strength sapping 
kilometres across the soft sand and then a cable car ride across 
Klanawa River. Further time was spent on the beach and then we 
moved inland and crossed the suspension bridge at Tsusiat Falls. 

Whether it was the beach walking or the sun, we found, after l lkm , 
we h~d t~ stop for the day. We all got our wet clothing out to dry, 
hangmg it over the washed up tree trunks on the beach and cooked 
an evening meal that tasted a lot better than the soup from the night 
before. 
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The next day, led by Sig Isaac 'Aspirin' Newton started with a 
stretch in quite dense forest coming out at the Jetty at Nitinat 
Narrows. Here we waited an hour for the local Indian ferrym an to 
take us across . It was here that we learnt of Sig George 'My manner' 
Cullen' s birthday, we traded a can of beer from the Indian and George 
swallowed it down , to a chorus of Happy Birthday from the lads. 

Having safely landed we moved off through the Indian Reserve 
where Sig George Cullen regularly ended up blaming his boots for lack 
of time he was spending on his feet. 

On to the coast again crossing large slippery boulders highlighted by 
a surge channel to be crossed. During this crossing Sig Gaz Molton 
managed to throw Sig George Cullen's boot into the sea, lucky for 
him it was retrieved, and Sgt Keith Balsdon helped LCpl Col Baker 
make his mind up as to the way to cross this surge channel. 

All safely across we moved on to the beach to Carmarhah Point 
Lighthouse. With some going around the headland and others using 
the ladders over it, with a couple waiting to find out which route to 
take, we managed to get to the other side an hour later, having 
covered nearly 300m. 

We stopped shortly afterwards to photograph some sea-lions, our 
first sighting of wildlife. We stopped that evening at Bonilla point 
with a total of 20km completed that day. 

On the fourth day, led by Sig Gaz 'I'll have a lie in' Molton, after 
dragging himself from his bag, managed to produce at least a hot 
drink and our breakfast was supplied by some generous campers who 
had made too much porridge for themselves. 

This day's trek was extremely difficult encountering swamps, fallen 
trees, tangled roots and ladders, lots of them that seemed to go up 
forever. We managed to get to campers bay for that evening. We had 
covered just 14km in a completed day of trekking, it had been a very 
tiring day . 

We sampled the cuisine that evening by Sigs George 'Get it in' 
Cullen and Gaz 'Wish we had chips' Molton. I'm not sure whose was 

Day 3 - A change in the weather brings heads up! 

the best but I do remember LCpl Nige Hinton bashing the pans in the 
stream that evening, first time for everything, as Sig Isaac Newton got 
a fresh water dunk. 

The last day, was led by Sig George Cullen for the final 13km of 
the 77km route. A cable car to start this journey, with two of the team 
following LCpl Nige Hinton's water route. Sig George Cullen went 
under water for the part of it and again emerged blaming his boots. 

_The trai! up until lunch break at Thrashers Cove had an easy start 
wtth a penod of board walks, after this e_nded we were again in the 
mud, hill tree roots and stumps and slippery tree bridges to cross. 

The final 5km proved quite a difficult section aggravated by 
unplanned stops. 

At last we saw a pod of whales off Pandora Peak, before dropping 
down to the end of the trail at Gordon River. We signalled for a ferry 
and again some Indian tribes people managed to ferry us across after 
we had successfully moved their boat off the rocks back into the 
water. Because we had rescued their boat we were rewarded with a lift 
on the far side, down to the information office to sign off the trail . 

The expedition had been a total success. The West Coast Trail 
encounters breaktaking flora and fauna and many people who 
complete it often return. The expedition wishes to thank Mandrake 
Insurances for its generous donation and all those who sponsored us 
during the 24 hour BFT. 
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A Sf(,NAL EXPERIENCE 
The North West was recently granted 40 places on a Pupil Work 

Experience Course at the Army Apprentices' College. Harrogate 
which were then allocated to school~ covered by ASLO> Preston , 
Manchester, South Manchester and L1v~rpool. . . 

Three coaches set off from Lancashire across the Pennines mto 
Yorkshire on the Monday morning- for some of the pupils it was the 
first time they had been abroad-for what was to prove a very 
enjoyable week. 

Open day on the Thursday was visited by Maj Ted Durney ASL~ 
Preston and Maj Tony Ross ASLO Manchester to see some of their 

upils in action on the Command tasks and to listen to what they had f0 say about the course. One of the pupils Claire Beesley from Pres~on 
has this to say. 'On Monday 29 June a group of five b.oys and two g1r)s 
from Our Lady's High School, Fulwood went .to Uniacke Barracks m 
Harrogate. The aim of the course. was to g~v~ you the fi~st hand 
knowledge and experience of workmg for a hvmg and play1~g your 
part in a working community. Those :who att~~ded the course l!ved the 
life of Army Apprentices un~ergomg trammg and we gamed an 
imaginative flavour of Army hfe. . 

We did lots of interesting things on the course, we had expe:i~~ce 
of making our own shelters cooking our own meals and even v1S1tmg 
the loo outside! We also piayed lots of sports li~e football, softball 
and rounders. We got told how to assemble radios and h<?w to use 
them There was an assault course with high walls, rope bndges and 
wate; jumps. I didn't really have a . f~~ourite part of the :week as I 

· d 't all It wasn't J·ust the act1v1t1es that were good it was the enJoye 1 · ·f t k people too, they were really friendly and helped you 1 you were s uc. · 
This was definitely a worthwhile week. If I got the chance to go agam 
I would'. R · ) 

(Reproduced, courtesy of The Wales and Western ecrmter. 

ASLOs Preston and Manchester with the whole course 

exSGT JOHN WILLIAM . 
Friends of John Williams from 7 Sig Regt days will be interested to 

know that he competed in the 12th National Veteran ' Whcckha1r 
Garnes held in Dayton, Ohio in July . 

John was a late replacement to the team and, as such, had to 
compete m the Open Division; he was not deterred. H~ came e~ond 
in the lOOm sprint with a time of 18.86, 4/l~hs behmd the .wmner 
and received the Silver Medal. He came 3rd m the 200m pm~t and 
won the Bronze Medal. He then went on to take the Gold m the 
swimming. h. hi 

John earned the admiration of other team members as a 1g Y 
motivated athlete whose enthusiasm rubbed off on them. 

After the games the team returned home via Washington where they 
were entertained at the British Embassy as guests of the Ambas.s~dor 
and where, as our photo shows, John met Col E. Mulley, Military 
Defence Attache. 

• ....... :;; 
! -

Pic;ured from left to right: John Williams, Mr Geoff Winch_combe 
(Para Team Manager), Colonel Ed Mulley (Late Royal Signals). 

' Military Defence Attache 
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THE WHISTLER TROPHY . d d 
Congratulations to 2Lt R. S. Gibson, 7 Sig Regt on bemg awar e 

the Whistler Trophy fo r 1991 /92. 

ADVERTISING 
Notices and adverti ements, other than those related t<:> a 

business interest, will be published free o~ charge to serv1~g 
members of the Corps, and to those re~ed members w o 
subscribe to The Wire. All other advertlsement.s should .be 
forwarded to our advertising managers, Combm~? sg{;~: 
Publications Ltd PO Box 4, Farnbor?ugh, ~amps ire 
7LR (Telephone 0252 515891) who will advise charges. 

401 



OFFICERS 
'O\"EMBER 1992 

Ran · and Nom~ 
1.1 Col D. w Dobson 
LI Col J. K. E"banl 
l1 Col T. G. B. Fish 
Lt Col J. F. S1orr .. 
Lt Col V G. tri• n 
Lt Col D. S1rong 
LI Col I. Tur~r • 
'faj J . L. fletcher .. 
"lsj W. A C. Griffith 
Maj I. 0. Robertson 
laj D. D. mith . 

Maj R. G. Thomas 
I~ D. G. W"ton .. 

Cap1 A. P . Bris1ow 
Capt J . Coffe)· .. 
Cap1 G. J. Complin 
Capt G. Deans . . 
Capt D. G. Dougla 
Capt l. C. Lightfoot 
C.apt M. J . Prodger 
Lt C. R. Fo ter .. 
Lt \1. F. Staples .. 

WOs AND SNCOs 
OCTOBER 1992 
Rank and am~ 
WO! (FofS) A. J. Brend 
AWOl (FofS) R. A. Downie .. 
AWOI G. C. Hailstone . 

WO! (FofS) S. W. Jc~ings .. 
AWOI R. Pa1rickson 
W02 (FofS) M. J. Case .. 
W02 (YofS) J . H. Chilcott 
W02 (YofS) K. E. Roach 
W02 (FofS) F. S. Roberts .. 
AW02 (YofS) A. c. M. Craig : : 
AW02 (FofS) P. Gower . 

gt . W. J . Barnard . 
SSg1 M. Brooks .. 
SSgt (FofS) P . R. Crawl~y 
SSgt K. J. Dunn . . . . 
SSgt G. P. Frazer 
SSgt V. Hunter .. 
SSgt (FofS) T . J. Mc eice 

gt (FofS) J. J. C\\'SOme 
SSat (YofS) C. D. R. ult 
SSgt S. P. D. Rodriguez 
SSgt P . B. Rosslee 
ASSgt C. M. Brown 
ASSgt . R. Coatsworth .. 
ASSgt H. R. Evans .. 
ASSgt D. oon .. 
Sgt F. H. Anderson 
Sg1 J. Barr .. 
~,;• P. Bracey 
Sgt R. J . Caner 

gt S. Couszins . . 
Sgt J . J . Cuthbert 
Sgt S. H. Gilbert .. 
Sgt I. Gilbert .. 
Sgt S. R. Harrison 
Sgt P. Johnson .. 
Sgt C. D. Kidd .. 
Sgt J. H. LC\\is .. 
Sgt S. Ludlam 
Sgt J. Lynch : : .. 
Sgt M. C. McCaffcny 
Sgt C. J. McQuade 
Sgt D. J. Morris .. 
Sgt M. Nu1tal .. 
Sgt P. J. Oldham 
Sgt D. W. Oliver .. 
Sgt l. O'Kane 
Sgt W. Rennie : : 
Sg1 B. A. Rogers .. 
Sgt E. R. Shackleton 
Sgt C. M. Smales 
Sgt V. W. Smith .. 
Sgt A. Wakelin 
Sgt J.M. Webb : : 
Sgt P. S. West .. 
Sgt A. C. West .. 
Sg1 S. Wilde 
Sgt R. l. Witherst~ne .. 
Sgt R. J . Wymer .. 
Sgt D. H. Yates . . 
ASgt I. D. Campbell 
ASgt R. S. Harvey 
ASgt C. L. King .. 
ASgt A. K. Lee .. 
ASgt J . J. Mahon 
ASgt M. C. McCorry .. 
WASgt S. M. Perkins 
ASgt R. W. Ware 

402 

- Movements ·_ · · 

Unit to which posttd 
HQ RSME 
JS ig Regt (V) 
HQ Trg Gp R Signals 
Comms Sy Gp (UK) 
The Royal School or Signals 
SHAPE ignal Group 
2 (MHD) Sig Bde 
M PBll 
Depot 11 Sig Rcgt 
2 Sig Regt 
IS Sig Reg1 
31 Sig Regt (V) 
~KJ Div HQ and Sig Regt 

7 Sig Regt 
I Arntd Div HQ and Sig Regt 
HQ Trg Gp R Signals 
21 Sig Regt 
2 (M HD) Sig Bde 
RMAS 
Depot 11 Sig Regt 
AA CoU Harrogate 

Unit to which posted 
8 Sig Regt 
QG Sig Reg1 
I Inf Bde HQ & Sig Sqn 
14 ig Regt 
32 Sig Reg1 (V) 
~0ccss Marina College 

9 Sig Regt 
The Royal School or Signals 
28 Sig Rcgt 
The Royal School or ignals 
11 Sig Regt Depo1 Tp 
DM(A) 
21 Sig Regt 
ACIO Chelmsford 
37 Sig Reg1 (V) 
IS Sig Regt 
Army Apprentices College 
608 Sig Tp 
I Armd Div HQ & Sig Rcg1 
Defence In1 & Sy School 
37 Sig Rcgt (V) 
38 Sig Reg1 (V) 
24 Airrnob Bde HQ & Sig Sqn 
The Royal School or Signals 
71 Sig Regt (V) 
QG Sig Reg1 
UNFICYP 
ACIO S1oke on Trent 
16 Sig Rcg1 
216 (Para) Sig Sqn 
IS Sig Rcg1 
8 Sig Regt 
243 Sig Sqn 
I Inf Bde HQ & Sig Sqn 
15 Sig Regt 
24 '.Urrnob Bde HQ & Sig Sqn 
2 Sig Reg1 
2 Sig Regt 
8 Sig Reg1 
AA CoU Harrogaie 
I Arntd Div HQ & Sig Sqn 
13 Sig Reg1 
33 Sig Reg1 (V) 
21 Sig Rcgt 
39 Sig Rcg1 (SC) (V) 
241 Sig Sqn 
8 Sig Regt 
642 Sig Tp 
238 Sig Sqo 
HQ AFCENT 
22S Sig Sqn 
The Royal School or Signals 
The Royal School or Signals 
249 Sig Sqn 
2S9 Sig Sqn 
8 Sig Regt 
242 Sig Sqn 
Th~ Royal School or Signals 
7 Sig Rcg1 
3 Para 
19 Inf Bde HQ & Sig Sqn 
13 Sig Regt 
3 Inf Bde HQ & Sig Sqn 
11 Sig Regt 
633 Sig Tp 
242 Sig Sqn 
RAC Centre 

NOVEMBER 1992 
Rank and ame 
WO! (YofS) W . . Brown 
WOI R. W. Taylor .. 
AWOI R. Coleman . . 
W02 (FofS) R. Hamilton 
W02 (FofS) I. Hugill . 
W02 (FofS) P. McGiveron 
W02 (YofS) K. M. Parker 
W02 (YofS) M. P . Purves 
A W02 (Fol ) P. J . Cooper 
AW02 B. D. Durlick . , 
AW02 c. B. Strcrrord . . 
SSg1 K. Bickerstaff 

Sgt A. W. Dawson · · 
SSgt (FofS) M. G. F. Dighton .. 
SSgt P. J. Duddell 
S g1 J . R. Gray . .. 
SSgt B. P. Hnyles 

gt T . R. Murrell 
Sgt I. hiels 
S g1 R. C. Shorti 
SSg1 M. A. Simcox 
SSgt (FofS) W. M. R. v.ihi1ehe~d 
SSgt M. J. Wihon 
ASSg1 S. R. Bungay . . . . 
ASSgt P. F. Irving 
ASSgt B. E. Reid 
Sgt M. J. Bes1 
Sgt M. B. Briston 

g1 R. D. J . Carroll 
Sg1 S. Coburn .. 

g1 A. Costello .. 
Sgt M . J . Crowther 
Sgt R. G . Dallon .. 
Sg1 K. J . Dick . . 
Sgl C. Howland . . 
Sgt A. Hunier .. 
Sgt R. G. W. Jamieson 
Sgt R. P. King .. 
Sgt J . D. Lynch 
Sg1 R. Messenger 
Sgt S. P. Norris .. 
Sg1 J . C. Payne .. 
Sgt B. L. Pearce .. 
Sg1 C. Pullen 
Sgt A. Regan 
Sgt R. J. Rice 
Sg1 K. Robinson . . 
Sgt K. R. J. Smith 
Sgt M . J. Swift .. 
Sg1 D. J. Watson 
Sg1 P. A. White . . 
ASg1 R. P. . Allen 
ASgt D. P. Coleman 

Unit to which posted 
16 Sig Regt 
39 lnf Bde HQ & Sig Sqn 
2 Sig Regl 
1~rMd• HQ & Sig sqn 

31 Sig Rcgt (V) 
7 Sig Regt 
SANGCOM 
14 Sig Reg1 
Army Apprentices College 
Southamp1on UOTC 
8 Inf Bde HQ & Sig Sqn 
37 Sig Regt (V) 
19 lnr Bde HQ & ig Sqn 
38 Sig Reg1 (V) 
7 Sig Regt 
33 Sig Regl (V) 
I Armd Div HQ & Sig Regt 
4 Armd Div HQ & Sig Reg1 
21 Sig Rcg1 (AS) 
7 Sig Rcgt 
9 Sig Reg1 
HQ Rheindahlen 
I Inf Bde HQ & Sig Sqn 
3 Armd Div HQ & Sig Reg1 
243 Sig Sqn 
36 Sig Regt (V) 
8 Inf Bde HQ & Sig Sqn 
ACIO Can1erbury 
8 Sig Reg1 
7 Sig Regt 
IS Sig Reg1 
The Royal School or Signals 
22S Sig Sqn 
8 Sig Reg1 
Comms & Sy GP (UK) 
37 Sig Regt (V) 
IS Sig Regt 
I DERR 
37 Sig Reg1 (V) 
8 Sig Reg1 
BBGT BAOR 
ACIO Nouinghnm 
9 Sig Reg1 
QG Sig Reg1 
14 Sig Reg1 
ID& D 
Cdo Log Regt RM 
9 Sig Reg1 
2 Sig Regl 
2 Sig Reg1 
249 Sig Sqn (AMF(L)) 
4 Armd Div HQ & Sig Regl 

-----<>------

ROY AL SIGNALS RECRUITING 
AND PUBLICITY EVENTS 

December 
S Malcolm Sargen1 Carol Concert 
IS Wolverhampton Massed Bands 
18 Croydon Massed Bands 
20 Prcslon Massed Bands 

March 1993 
KAPE, S Dill/ Aldershot 

June 1993 
2S Freedom or Richmond, North Yorks 

Band 
Band 
Band 
Band 

3 Arrnd Div HQ & Sig Regt 

TGRJT 

The calendar is accura1e at the time or · ~nits concerned to ensure that there ha~~1~0 press but you arc advised t~ contact the 
Journeys. Confirmation and information can be \no, c~arn8es before .embarking on long 
fo.Uowmg numbers: 0 tame rom the Units concerned on the 

Display Teams 
(White/ Blue Helmets, Quicksilver TGRl'I) 
Corps Band ' 
30 Sig Regt 
71 Sig Regt (V), 68 Sig Sqn 

70 Sig Sqn, 2S6 Sig Sqn ' 
34 Sig Regt (V) 
36 Sig Regt (V) (44 Sig Sqn) 
37 Sig Re111 (V) 
S (AB) Bde HQ & Sig Sqn (0252) 349S03 

Key: 

(0748) 832S21 Ex1 2SS6 
(02S8) 4S2S8 I Ext 244S 
(02S8) 4S2S81 Ext 2SS8 
(0322) S2922S 

(0642) 232626 
081-478 1941 
(0272) 519898 
(02S8) 4S2S8 I Ext 2S58 

KAPE • Keel> ~he Arnty In the Public Eye 
~~~IT -ArTrruBcnmg Group Regimental Information Teams 

• my nevolent Fund 
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DEATHS 
Adams-W02 C. Adams-died 30 August 1992. 
Austen- W02 L. W. Austen-died 23 July 1992. 
B11rker-C11pt N. B. Barker-died 4 October 1992. 
Bartlett-Cpl T. S. Bartlett-died 4 June 1992. 
Bayliss- Pte S. G. Bayliss-died 22 September 1992. 
Beadon- Mrs E. S. M. 8eadon widow of Brig H . D. 'Sam' 8eadon 

OBE, MC- died 4 October 1992. 
Berry-Sgt Berry- died 26 June 1992. 
Broad-Cpl R. T. Broad-served 1940-46- died 6 October 1992. 
Butler-Sgt W. Butler-died 18 October 1992. 
Corlett-LCpl 8. R. S. Corlett-served 1941-46-died 31 July 1992. 
Clark-Sgt W. A. Clark- died 7 August 1992. 
Corner-Sgt C. J. Corner- died 16 July 1992. 
Cunion-W02 N. W. Cunion-died 4 August 1992. 
Currie-Maj G. Currie MC-served 1928-48-died October 1992. 
De-la Mare-Sgt R. J. De-la Mare-died 14 August 1992. 
Duke- WOl J. J. Duke- died 27 September 1992. 
Duncan-Sgt L. Duncan-served 1947-77-died October 1992. 
Elliott-Mrs Betty Elliott-wife of Maj D. A. R. Elliott-died 27 

January 1992. 
Francis-W02 R. D. Francis-died 10 October 1992. 
Freemantle-WO! F. Freemantle- died 28 August 1992. 
Fryer-LCpl G. Fryer-served 1987-1992- died 16 October 1992. 
Gowmao-Watts-Sgt A. H. Gowman-Watts- died 3 June 1992. 
Graham-Maj G. H. Graham DEM-died 29 June 1992. 
Grime-Sgt C. Grime-died 3 August 1992. 
Grosvenor-Pte S. Grosvenor-died 4 July 1992. 
Guiney-Sgt R. Guiney-served 1969-91-died 24 October 1992. 
Hall-In-Pensioner (Sgt) S. Hall-served 1945-60-died 15 February 

1991. 
Handisyde-Capt R. B. Handisyde-died 27 September 1992. 
Jones-Sig C. D. Jones- died 27 June 1992. 
Kerton-SSgt H. A. Kerton-died 2 August 1992. 
King-W02 8. J. King-died 24 July 1992. 
Kinnear-SSgt A. Kinnear-died 17 July 1992 . 
Kirk-W02 R. W. E. Kirk-died 6 August 1992. 
Kitson-Sgt Kitson-died 
Knight-Sgt G. F. V. Knight-died II August 1992. 
Leech-Cpl Leech-died 26 August 1992. 
Leeson-Maj W. T. Leeson-died 21 October 1992. 
Lynch-Maj A. M. Lynch-served 1922-57-died 22 October 1992. 
McGahao-SSgt McGahan-died 17 July 1992. 
Melia-Sgt I. Melia-died 2 June 1992. 
Montgomery-Maj H. H. Montgomery-served 1952-died 

September 1992. 
Morgan-Sgt A. F. Morgan-died 16 July 1992. 
Murphy-Sgt A. Murphy-died 8 September 1992. 
Nichols-Sgt P. W. Nichols-died 30 September 1992. 
Page-Sgt H. R. Page-died 12 June 1992. 
Papanicolaou-W02 N. Papanicolaou-died 21 August 1992. 
Pew-Sgt E. Pew-died 2 August 1992. 
Piner-Maj G. Pinder-served 1945-79-died 17 September 1992. 
Porter-W02 R. J. Porter-died 22 March 1992. 
Quinn-SSgt T. Quinn-died 2 August 1992. 
Robertson-Sig D. G. Robertson-died 23 June 1992. 
Robson-LCpl J. Robson-died 13 June 1992. 
Rosie- Sig M. Rosie-died 25 May 1992. 
Sainsbury-died 17 September 1992. 
Saunders-died 10 July 1992. 
Shanahan-died 6 June 1992. 

mitb-died 19 May 1992. 
Stone-died 6 June 1992. 
Taylor-W02 J. Taylor-died 29 September 1992. 
Tracey-died 25 September 1992. 
Tyler-died 24 September 1992. 
Whenmao-Sgt S. G. Wbenmao-died 12 September 1992. 
Williamson-Capt F. Williamson- died 27 September 1992. 
Wood-Capt R. C. F. Wood MBE-died 20 June 1992. 
Woodward-Sgt J. G. Woodward-died 21 October 1992. 
Wylie-W02 R. Wylie-died 11 August 1992. 

OBITUARIES 
Bailey-Mrs Louise Bailey. It is with great regret that HQNI and 15 

Sig Regt announce the recent and sudden death of Mrs Louise 
Bailey. Louise, wife of LCpl Carl Bailey, and mother of Robert, 
was taken ill and died suddenly in Lisburn, Northern Ireland on 
Thursday 15 October 1992. She will be sadly missed by all who 
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knew her, and our thoughts go with Carl and Robert in their time 
of gnef. 

Beadon-Eileen Sybil Muriel lkadon(nee Holme~) aged 93 year~. 
peacefully at Salisbury Infirmary on 4th October 1992. Elleen 
Beadon was the beloved wife of the late Brig Herbert Dacres '.'am' 
Beadon 08E, MC, late Royal Signals, the last Chief Signal Officer 
in India prior to partition and the mother of the late Maj Dacres 
Reginald Beadon Royal Signals. 

Eileen and her family have had a long and close association 
with the Corps and we have lost a warm, loyal supporter and friend. 
Her family will miss a much loved mother, grannie and great 
grannie. 

Briggs-SSgt Barry Brigg died as a result of a traffic accident on 
2 October 1992, aged 34 years. Barry joined the Corps in 1974, 
training as a Radio Technician at the Army Apprentices College, 
Harrogate. His postings included 7 Armd Bde Sig Sqn, 38 Sig 
Regt (V), 39 Inf Bde HQ and Sig Sqn, 9 Sig Regt and HQNI 
before leaving the Army in 1990. Barry was an all-round ports· 
man, representing his Regiment/Squadron on many occasions in 
athletics, football and skiing. He will be deeply missed by bis 
widow Maureen and sons Daniel and baby Matthew. 

Freeman-Brig A. F. Freeman MC. Brig 'Alf' Freeman who served 
in the Corps from 1936-1968 died on 15 October, aged 76 years. He 
was awarded the MC for gallantry at the evacuation from Dunkirk 
while serving with the BEF in France. During the second world war 
he served in France, Belgium, Holland and Germany where he was 
Mentioned in Despatches while commanding 1 Corps Signals. 

With the arrival of peace in Europe Brig Freeman moved to the 
Far East and subsequently served in France, Korea, Singapore and 
Northern Ireland. 

On retirement he became a recruitment officer for the Royal 
Agricultural Society of England and served as the Chairman of his 
local Branch of the Royal British Legion. He had wide interests, 
which included a love of music, building his own hi-fi equipment 
and a considerable knowledge of natural history. 

Always a keen sportsman he boxed for the RMA Woolwich and 
played cricket and rugby at Regimental level. A modest man with 
a jaunty sense of humour, he leaves a widow, Dorothy and four 
children. 

Guiney-Sgt Bob Guiney. It is with deep regret that we announce the 
sudden death of Sgt Bob Guiney on 24 October 1992 following a 
short illness. 

Bob enlisted into the Army as a lineman in October 1969 and saw 
service in Northern Ireland, Cyprus and Germany. From 1983 until 
his retirement in October 1991 he served with 1 Armd Div HQ & Sig 
Regt where for many years he was affectionately known as the 
'Sheriff'. Bob was greatly respected for bis strong sense of duty, his 
genuine caring nature not, of course, forgetting his keen Scottish 
sense of humour. He will be greatly missed by his many friends 
throughout the Corps . Our deepest sympathies go to his widow 
Margaret and his daughters Heather and Carolyn. 

Salter-Sgt Charles Slater died on 10 July 1992 aged 87. He 
transferred to the Corps from the Royal Artillery in 1927 and 
served with 2nd Indian Divisional Signals at Quetta until discharge 
in 1929. He returned to the Corps in 1935 and served until 1945 
the last period being with No I Sqn 6th British Armd Div Sig. He 
became a life member of the Royal Signals Association in 1929. 

He bad an everlasting devotion to the Army and reminiscing 
with fellow oldiers gave him much pleasure. He leaves a wife and 
daughter. 

His family have donated his personal records to the Royal 
Signals Museum. They include a record of 2nd Indian Divisional 
Signals Week in 1929 which comprises over 100 soldier composed 
verses and illustrations and photographs of army life in Quetta 
sixty years ago. 

Wilson-Cpl P. A. Wilson. It is with deep sadness that Harrogate 
Branch report the death of Phil Wilson in his 83rd year. Phil 
joined the Volunteer Reserve at the beginning of 1939 and was 
mobilised on 1September1939. On demobilisation from Catterick 
in October 1945 he rejoined his father's garage and taxi bu iness 
until 1965 when he retired and moved to Harrogate. 

We shall miss his fund of yarns about his inability to do rifle 
drill and the trials of courting on weekend leave in London during 
the blitz. 

Phil was a very kind and loving person, devoted to his family 
and especially proud of his two grandsons serving with the force . 

To his widow, Ivy, his children and grandchildren we offer our 
condolences. 



NOT 
"\\ M EUM PROJECT 

\I • BY HE CORPS COMMTITEE 
Th . 'ey. • fo eum Project Team. the Fund Rai ing Executive 

Com.mltlce a~d many others have been working very hard for ome 
con 1derabl~ !1me to raise funds for a new building in which to hou e 
the _Royal Signals Museum. To date, a ·um of £347K ha been raised 
agam ta target of £2.5M. T he recession and the impact of Options for 
Chan!:\e led the Corp C_ommittee to consider that it was timely to 
exam~ne the alterna!1ve m the event that sufficient fu nds would not 
be ra1 -ed. The Chairman of the Heritage Committee was invited to 
a es the alte~natives auj .i~ ~ue course reported his fi ndings to The 
Corps . Committee. ~fl<"; 1mt1al debate Corps Committee Members 
"'ere given further ume <O consider the option before deciding upon 
the wa~· ahead. Sub equently, an extraordinary meeting of The Corp 
Committee wa convened for the speci~ic purpose of deciding upon 
the future of the ew Museum. After ngorous and exten ive debate 
the Corps Committee's unanimous conclusion was confirmation that 
the eY. Mu eum should be located in Blandford, but that the vision 
?fa new land-alone Museum, underwritten by a strong commercial 
involvement, was non-viable for the foreseeable future . 

The. ew Museum Project Team has now been invited to plan an 
exte~s1on to the present museum and this limited development will 
r~mre a fund of£! million . So, a minimum of a further £0.65 million 
sull needs to be raise~. for essenti~I development work by the end of 
1994: Th~ F~nd Raismg Executive Committee has been asked to 
~onunue its vigorous fund raising campaign to this end although it 
!S felt that the m~jority of this shortfall will need {o be raised 
mternall~. Meanwhile modest improvements to the current museum 
are r~wre~ and the Heritage Committee and museum staff will 
examme this, the cost of which will be included in the appropriate 
Corps budget. 

There has bi:tn encouraging support for a New Museum to properly 
preserve and d1spl~~ the C<?rps J:Ieritage and the immediate way ahead 
~as now b~ei;i clanf1ed,. This revised way ahead has the advantage that 
IL set reahsuc targets in the current financial climate; it builds on the 
~uccess~ul ,ethos of the current museum, and will provide an 
tmpr<:Ss1ve. front do.or' to the Corps at Blandford. Everyone is ur eel 
to ass1s.t wit~ enth~s1asm the initiatives by the Fund Raising Execu~ve 
Commmee m their efforts to raise the required funds . 
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Please subscribe. to your Corps magazine in 1993, thereby helping 

to reduce the subSJdy from As ociation Funds. 

£7
P
8
t
0
ease ensure that you pay the correct amount £1.30 per copv· 

. per annum. ' ' ' 
~Y change of address should be notified immediately. 

f 
It_ JS

15 
~oped that you enjoy reading your magazine. Any suggestions 

or 1 improvement are welcome. 

212 (12 ARMOURED BRIGADE) SIGNAL SQUADRON 
PENNANT RUN 
H To mar~ the occasion of the retitling of 212 Sig Sqn to 4 Armd Bde 
~and Sig Sqn ~n 15 January 1993 12 members of the Squadron will 

O
co ect the 204 ~1g Sqn Pennant from Munster and run it back to 

snabruck, a distance of 70kms 
h T~ will be a sponsored event ~ith half the money going to a local 

c arity and half to the Royal Signals New Museum 
Cheques sh<?uJd be made payable to PRI 4 Armd Bde HQ and Si 

Sqn. Contact 1s W02 (SSM) T. Smith-Osnabruck Mil: 5217. g 

BEQUESTS AND DONATIONS TO 
THE ROYAL SIGNALS ASSOCIATION 

In ~ec~nt Limes, the call on the benevolent funds of the 
~ssoc1at1on, to support m.embers and ex-members of the Corps 
in need, h.as .grown ~tead1ly. At the same time, the income to 
the As.s~1auon, which depends heavily on the serving Corps 
subscnbmg One Day's Pay per year, has been in decline as 
Corps numbers ~ave decreased. The Association is always 
gratef~I fo~ d~nallons, but particularly so at the present time. 
Donations m lieu of flowers at funerals are always appreciated 
and are a very appropriate way of commemorating an ex
member of the Corps. The Association has greatly benefited 
to.o, from bequests: please remember the Association in you; 
Will. 
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1992 
15 Dec 

1993 
3 Apr 

J I May 
16 
19 Jun 
26/27 
27 
28 
5 Nov 
25 Nov 

CORPS DATES 

Carol Service 

Roya.I Signals Association Branch Representatives' 
Meeting, 
Corps ~inner, International Press Centre 
Royal Signals Association Reunion, Blandford 
Corps Luncheon, Blandford 
Royal Signals Association Reunion, Catterick 
C~rps Luncheon North, Catterick 
Princess Royal Day 
Corps S~ottish Dinner, Glasgow 
Royal Signals Institution London Lecture International 
Press Centre ' 

QUARTERMASTERS' CONVENTION 1993 
The 1993 Quartermasters' Con~ention for past , present, regular 

and. vol~nteer Quart~rmasters will be held in the Royal Signals 
Officers Mess, ~attenck on 25/26 March 1993. The dinner will take 
place on the evenmg of 25th and a Presentation by PB 11 will be held 
on 26th . ~I . Quartermasters shouJd have received details by post· 
anyone w1shmg further information please contact Maj A M' 
Boylem Catterick Mil 2525 or 0748 872525. . . 

ROYAL SIG~ALS CLERKS FAREWELL DINNER 
. A farewell dmner for all Royal Signals clerks, Sgt-WO I will be held 
m Blandford on 26 June 1993. Anyone who has not received a 
proforma please contact SA2, SOinC(A), M.B 86924. 

BLAN_DF~RD CAMP-ENGINEER'S CORNER ENTRANCE 
_Engineers Corner entrance is closed and access to Blandford Camp 

will ~e by Black Lane only. Revised bus routes and timings will be 
published by the bus companies . 

LETTER 
From: Maj Q. S. D. Vannan 

WOl (YofS) D. A. T. Allan 

Dear Sir, 
Real ~perating, Real Operators: SINPO? 

Dunng the afterm~th of _the recent Traffic Convention Dinner the 
darker ~omers wer~ fi lled with the smokey reminiscences typical of the 
generat1.on., ..yas 1t really only 25 years ago that the Sin a ore
Rawalpmd1 Link closed, the Golden Arrow Troop came go~t of 
Bangko~ and successive generations of 249 Sig Sqn (FA RELF) goaded 
the Regiment up _the Ayer Rajah Road . Time had flown. 

The. conversation naturally turned to real signalling and real 
o~erallng_ standards-the ears of the under 50s pricked up 'None of 
th1~ s~tell1te nons~nse but r?und the world on 5 watts and a· bit of wet 
stnng · On~ syndicate, I think it was the malt whisky corner brou ht 
up the subject of the operating signal 'SINPO'- used by thousa~ds 
over the years, but not one member present could remember what it 
a~tuall7 ~eant. Even former members of 249 Sig Sqn-the Cor s' 
elite d ehte could offer no more than a glimpse into their gloritus 
past. Impasse. 

On behalf of the Serving Corps we therefore undertook through 
r.o

8
ur good pages to answer the question-'What exactly does (did?) 
INPO" mean'. · 

'for the first plausible answer we are in a position to offer a suitable 
~~ze, guaranteed further. to stimulate the memories of when Royal 

1gnals operators really did operate, and Signalmen meant just that. 

The Traffic Hall 

Yours faithfully 
Q. S. D. Vannan 
D. A. T. Allan 

The Royal School of Signals 
Blandford Camp 
Dorset 
Tel Ext: 2498. 
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REI>OR_ , FROM ULS'I'El 

x1. 15 Sig Regt 
BFPO 801 

RHQ 
CO Lt Col C. L. le Gallais 
21c Maj J . P. Hudson 
Adjt Capt M. G. Billingham, AO/ PRI Capt P. Connors, Asst Adjt 
Lt J . K. Medley, RSM WOl (RSM) R. C. Cory, ORQMS W02 R. 
Bousfield, ORS Sgt K. Hearn . 

233 SIGNAL SQUADRON 
Sqn Comd Maj F. P. Roberts 
SSM W02 (SSM) M. Parsons 
Clk LCpl Skilling. 

TM TROOP 
The Troop continues to grow in numbers but shrink in size with DC 

Workshops relocating to Installations . Who wants air conditioning 
anyway? One of the recent fast balls was to set up a stand at the Army 
Engineering Symposium to show a Comms Ops set up including 
Brinton, Cougar and Commis as used here in Province. Here is the 
team's report: 

ARMY ENGINEERING SYMPOSIUM 1992 
'. . . and still they watched' . 

COMMCEN TROOP 
Tp Comd W02 (YofS) Montgomery 
Tp SSgt SSgt Arundel 
Tels Sgt WSgt Joanes, Crypto Sgt Sgt Kelly, DSO A Shift Sgt Dale, 
DSO B Shift Sgt Regan, DSO C Shift Sgt Warnes. 

HELLOS, GOODBYES AND CONGRATULATIONS 
The Troop would like to welcome the following new arrivals and 

wish them a happy and safe time during their tour in Ulster. SSgt 
Richie Arundle, straight from Harrogate to fill the new post of Tp 
SSgt, SSgt Angie Warnes posted in to keep an eye on her husband, 
LCpl Maclean to the exchange, Sigs Gibson, Rothwell, Johnson, Lee, 
Clegg, Benson, Cosgrove and Cushway all having fun in the 
Commcen. 

We bid farewell to LCpl Brett on posting, Sigs Murphy, Smith and 
Barrie leaving for civvy street and Cpl Ribbons and LCpl Rowley off 
to Catterick for conversion from switchboard to data and then to 
somewhere new. 

Belated congratulations must go to Sig Semple and LCpl White who 
decided that if they argue at work , they might as well make it official 
and argue throughout married life. All our best wishes for your future 
together (and no before you ask, you can't both go on the same 
shift-the rest of the Troop couldn't bear it). 

CHANGE OF SQUADRON 
Those of you who remember the old days before 15 Sig Regt, will 

be pleased to read that the Troop has now come back under command 
of 233 Sig Sqn which has pleased the OIC PRI ~s he can now 
get rid of the surplus 233 plaques he bas been hoardmg away. 

THE CREW .. 
Maj Bernie Hewitt, Sgts Rik Hannah, Paul Gorman, Debbie Riglar, 

Cpls BJ Forbes Wilson and Rob Allen. . . 
The Ops Officer decided that we w?uld .rebuild Co~ms qps in 

Arborfield, as our part of the Army Engineermg Symposium usmg all 
available bits and pieces. 

The hardcore of the engineering team left on Sunday by road and 
sea, stopping only for light refreshments in Bin~ngham and an?ther 
egg bango in Bicester, completing the .seemingly en~less tnp at 
Arborfield Garrison on Monday mormng/afternoomsh. The re· 
mainder of the team eventually turned up looki~g. deep!Y distressed 
after the one hour breakfast trip, courtesy of Bnush Midland. 

The back door of the vehicle was opened! There seemed to be ~ven 
more bits and pieces than when we !~ft Lisb~~n. ~he Ops <?fficer, 
becoming slightly paranoid about possible def1c1enc1es of equipment, 
had instructed us to carry so many spares that we now had 900Jo of 
the Lisburn Terminal equipment in Arborfield. Rob looked on. 

Hungover! All was not well. Paul needs new monitor. BJ Happy. 
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Rob looked on. 
Ops Officer becoming agitated about Comm1s. Rik not too 

concerned at this stage . 30in Panoramic arrives. BJ gagging. Rob 
looked on. 

After initial breakdown Commis works. Ops Officer invites 
(kidnaps) all and sundry to come and see Comms Ops Nl. Rik 
relieved . BJ in a wind tunnel. Paul supporting the RUC and defeating 
terrorism. Rob finally operating. Ops Officer jubilant. 

Novelty worn off. Whole crew relaxing. Then ... Ops Officer 
does IOOm dash . The SOinC would like a hands free telephone in the 
presentation theatre in five minutes. Local (only) FRT tasked, job 
done. Everyone except the Librarian happy (It was his phone) . 

Facts and Figures: Military attendance- 70; Cost- £80,000; 
Officers Recruited- I . 

ROMEO TROOP 
Tp Comd Capt Alan Stringer 
Yeoman SSgt (YofS) Phil Day 
Foreman W02 (FofS) Tony Mullen, Tp Sgt Sgt Ray Neal. 

The Troop wouJd like to say farewell to Capt Mark Billingham who 
hands over the reins of the Troop to Capt Alan Stringer (unlucky!) . 
Capt Billingham can now be ~een stalking ~~e co~rid?rs of po~er 
(RHQ) sporting a sexy new hau~ut. and admmng h1~ mce new sh~ny 
Adjutant's office, (don't worry Sir, JUSt keep on pressing that working 
dress). Also on the move from the Troop are Sgt Dave (backscuttle) 
Oliver who has landed a cushy TA posting back on the Mainlan~, and 
Cpl Mark Purves who has just had his frontal lobotomy pnor to 
attending Rowallan Company at Sandhurst. 

On the new arrivals scene, the Troop would Like to welcome Capt 
Alan Stringer, Sgt Wally Loch and Cpl Mark Hogan. 

EXERCISE WINTER'S TALE 
by Cpl June Prudhoe 

I was lucky enough to be selected to take part in the joint services 
sailing course during the leg from Sesimbra in Portug~ to. Palma, 
Majorca. During the trip, our boat was scheduled to stop m V1llamara 
on the Algarve, Estapona and AquaduJce on the Costa del Sol and 
finally Ibiza-what a pleasant change from the sun drenched weather 
I was used to in Northern Ireland! 

Our crew comprised of 12 members Living together for 17 days on 
the yacht, Kukri. 

Cpl Prudhoe and shipmates enjoying the sunshine 

After a late start with the crew going one way and our luggage going 
another, we eventually set sail. . . 

As the leader of C Watch, I had the pleasure of th~ first mght shift 
guiding us on our way to Villamera where I, along with the other two 
watch leaders had the task of purchasing food for the crew for the 
next three days. A few difficult decisions were n~ded.! . . 

After a break for some sun and sangria (yes, it 1s sull available tn 

today's modern Army). we et sail for the 55 hour trip through the 
Gilbraltar straights to Estapona. 
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fter a fev. more night ail , we eventually got to some serio';ls 
sailing as v.e headed for Majorca. During this leg the real seamans~1p 
m ev rvone ame to the fore a the experts showed they knew which 
ide o( the hip to be sick over. . 

t the end of the journey we decided to go for an endex meal m a 
re taurant and join the locals during one of their folk evenings-we 
all it karaoke. Many promises were made to exchange photos and 

letter . 

INDIA TROOP 
Tp Comd Capt Karen Osterburg 
Tp 2IC/ WSect Manager W02 Tony Bryne 
Tp Sgt gt Andy Millard, FofS SSgt (FofS) John Whitmore, V Sect 
Manager gt Vinny H11r.ler. 

NEW ARRIVALS 
We would like to welcome the following new arrivals and wish them 

a safe and happy tour: SSgt Vinny Hunter, Cpl David Cox and Sig 
Steven Wilson . 

DEPARTURES 
We ay farewell to everal members of the: Tro?p and. wish t~em 

well with their careers, and hope that they will enJOY the1r next Jobs 
be it civvy street or a new unit: SSgt Mick Brooks, Cpl Mick Bremner, 
LCpls Billy Bingham and Kev Robertson. 

CONGRATULATIONS 
Congratulations to Sig Tim Hodgetts and Claire who were recently 

married. All the best for the future together. 
Congratulations also to Sig Aden Price and. Nicola on ~he birth ~f 

their baby girl, and SSgt John Whitmore and Tina on the birth of thelf 
on Aiden. 

3 Inf Bde HQ and Sig Sqn 
BFPO 803 

Sqn Cornd Maj Peter Grogan 
2IC Capt Richard Lapslie 
AO Maj Eric Kightley RE, RSM WOl (RSM) Stan Wise, YofS W02 
(YofS) Steve Brant, FofS W02 (FofS) Chris Gill, C Clk SSgt 
(ORSQMS) 'Hoppy' Hopkins. 

SHQ 
We unfortunately have to say farewell co Capt Alasdair Rodgers 

and LCpl Tom Hill who have departed to 39 Inf Bde (Slipper City) 
Lisburn. Hope you both enjoy your tour in Lisburn, also farewell LO 

WOl (YofS) Kev Townsend to 7 Sig Regt and finally farewell to W02 
(FofS) Kev Truby who departs to civilian life. 

We welcome Capt Richard Lapslie, W02 (YofS) Steve Brant and 
SSgt (FofS) Chris Gill who now form the new ops team. 

COMMSTROOP 
COMMUNICATIONS TRIALS SECTION 

Comms Trials has been renamed to 'Communications Trials 
Maintenance Team'. 

With our new found title has come the inspiration to hang a 
Province wide map, complete with all talk through locations, on to the 
trials display board (ready made for close encounters of the officer 
kind). 

The only recent tasking in our new role to report is a well co
ordinated, precision timed effort, during which the infallible, all
singing, all-dancing cougar system let us down for a brief (seven hour) 
interlude. Congratulations go to Cpl 'ten jobs' Jase Smithurst on 
moving into his humble abode. 

Our congratulations go to Capt Tim Carmichael for finally beating 
SSgt 'small giant' Danny O'Brien in the long running game of office 
basketball. 

THE RIGGING CREW 
The section would like to welcome the new faces, Sgt Taff Bryant, 

Cpl Jock Graham and Sig 'Geordie' Gough. Welcome to the best 
troop in sunny Armagh. 

Over the last couple of months the section has been busy with 
routine maintenance and the normal 1600 hrs fastballs . 

Thank you to Cpl Mick Curtis for taking all the new lads under his 
wing. They promise to write to you as much as Manning and Records 
do! Enjoy your resettlement. 

The section wishes Cpl Steve Maddison's daughter a speedy 
recovery after her recent operation, and good luck in Germany (when 
you get there). 
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Finally, congratulations from all of us to Cpl Jock Graham who has 
the distinction of being the first liney in the Corps to successfully take 
a bearing on a whip antenna! 

THE TECHNICAL CREW 
The section welcomes Sgt 'Jock' McBride and Cpl Mark Haworth. 

We all hope you enjoy your tour in Armagh, where the glorious sun 
never stops shining. 

As usual there are always one or two people away on courses or 
sport. Cpl Neil Moss decided to take the month off for the easy life 
in Cstterick on his Det Commanders Course and Sgt Nige Roberts 
also took a week off to play rugby for the Corps, corning back injured 
so as to avoid the March and Shoot competition. Never mind , Nige, 
maybe next year you'll volunteer? 

COMMCEN 
Firstly a fond farewell to Sig Jayson 'BFG' Malcolm who is leaving 

us for the sunnier climates of Catterick and then on to BAOR. 
Hello to Sig Jerry Baxter on arrival finding out he was on one of 

our lovely training days. 
Congratulations to LCpl James on corning top of the class on her 

team medic course. 

1992 NISAAM REPORT 
Our team this year was strong but as usual had little opportunity to 

practise before-hand. This showed in our overall result of fourth in 
the B section. 

QM DEPT 
QM Maj George Clark 
RQMS W02 (RQMS) Angus Reid 
SQMS SSgt (SQMS) Kev Kerr RPC. 

W02 Angus Reid has taken up his appointment. 
Farewells go to Cpl Frank Lewer and SSgt Tony Day. We all wish 

them every success for the future. Welcome to SSgt Kev Kerr. 
On then to the minions, without whom the logistical wheels would 

shudder to a grinding halt! There is Cpl Mel Maddox trying to co
ordinate affairs with an in-tray that would defy logic, Cpl Carl Mast 
(another tea sir?), Cpl Mark Willis (car's still for sale) on the cougar 
check-out, Cpl Frank Nichol who is sorry to bug you and destined for 
a career in either a removal service or at mountain rescue. There is no 
truth in the rumour that Cpl Steve Wake can't add, subtract or find 
the 'equals' button on the POL calculator (it's not that easy you 
know). We've got LCpl Steve Kent, when he's not skiving off on his 
det comd's course (easier than POL, though) and war-dodging LCpl 
Dave Tatlock could tell you a few stories (and does), the only man in 
NATO with a DPM Amiga! 

Lastly there's poor ol' Mac McGuinness right at the bottom of the 
pile, good luck on your seven weeks in Catterick! I would mention Sgt 
Steve Skilton but there's no sign of him! 

BULLDOGS RUGBY 
The Squadron rugby team started the season with a cup game 

against our old rivals 39 Bde. 
The line up for this game was hampered by injury and people away 

on courses, the team fielded a few players with little experience of the 
game. The 'ball recognition' team of SSgt 'Hoppy' Hopkins, Cpl Gaz 
Besant and LCpl Ryan Halsall all decided to let each other try to pick 
up the ball. Due to this display of friendship and total confusion they 
all got stopped before they got anywhere. This being the case 39 Bde 
were able to run in a few tries before half time. 

The second half started the same way as the first with the forwards 
having a good battle and quite a good game; our pack was able to 
push the opposition off the ball in a few scrums. After this brave 
attempt to pick up the deficit, the game finished with the score at 
24-0 to 39 Bde after they scored again in the second half. After this 
defeat the team has had a few changes and with a full line up hopes 
to have a better chance in the rest of the Season. 
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8 Inf Bde HQ and Sig Sqn 
BFPO 807 

S Cornd Maj p. A. Pratley MBE 
qn Capt A. I. M. Gordon 

21C ff C t M W G Adams FofS W02 (FofS) P. 

~f =~:~:~~~!~~~£:z1~irt-JA~iY:~~Ei&~~i 
~. ;:?ths,' TM Tp comd SSgt A. J. Clarke, Comms Tp Cornd SSgt 
D. W. Craig. 

R M HANDOVER · d St 11 
We bade farewell to RSM, (now Lt) Peter ".Vh1tehouse an e a, 
h will be much missed on leaving us for Bassmgbourn. B?th ~m and 

~ffoduty they had seen so many battalions from the Q~e~s D1~ ~~ss~ 
by that iJ see~sw~~r~~~i~~~ ~~e~~~~ 0\~ ~:;~~rf n~t~n~r~~e t~ey 
ambassa ~Je~stand the connection between Inkerrnan D~y and 
~~~~~~fng uinfanteers being turfed out of dseco~~t~nodo~ ~!~:n w~~rc~~~ 
WOl (RSM) John Brooks takes over an we 
to him and Gina . 

W01 (RSM) P. Whitehouse hands over to W01 
Brooks 

EXERCISE FalOO~IS~ ~~~tailed organisation six members of the 
After sever mmu es B Jump for charity which was 

Squadron set off on a sponsored ~ngef managed to persuade some 
arranged by Sig.Ga.z .~ouret ~e ;~ 0~r I crane with a piece of elastic 
previously sane md1v1 ua s 0 JU d the rest of the Squadron into 
tied to one leg but also conne ,_ ___ _ 

Sig Coupe unable to walk after his death defying feat 
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. . .d · ff f om Londonderry by minibus sponsoring 1t. The mtrep1 six set o r h ideal 
for Bicester where they were to stay. The event took place at t ~d d 
setting of a pub in Oxford. It appears that no-one even cons1 e~e 
'bottling' although there seems to be a sh~rtage of p~ot~ ~~~~~s~ 
people before they jumped. Sig GhreghCunmndgdh.av1_111nga~t if:ast lOft out 
· b ·ving a hearty pre-launc c eer an 1 
b~rtre id~pting the spread eagle 'bouncy-bouncy' position. The eve~~ 
collected £700 for a local charity supporting the Pre_rnat.ure Baby U~~ 
at Altnagelvin hospital in Londonderry. The followmi\ J~m~rs1 a~arl be congratulated: Lt Paul Patrick, S~t Carol a ~· P d 
Chapman, LCpl 'Geordie' Tidyman, Sig Greg Cunmngham an 
finally the organiser Sig Gaz Coupe. 

SHQ TROOP · Cl k ive? Q. What is the 'perfick' time for a .new Chief er to arr . 

~it~~~;~:~a~~C:c~i~C~o~Wo~~~le) laughing.hysteric:!~~·~ 
Ai t SSgt ORSQMS Graham Smith crac e 1 

~~~~~~:fa~~f~~~~:d ~~~~s~c~~~sF~~~a~~:~~~H.~ i~;~JJJ~~ 
we stand for leave/ courses/sports a te~oon.s I ~e ·um and is 
The dangerous spo~ts. re~, Sig ~oupe did ~1s ~~~;AS ~ray . He 
planning his next nuss1on 1mposs1bl~, eml?tying barrassed by being 
also celebrated his ~1st birthdfayh, bserngdrsu~r:b~:~elcome back LCpl 

· n a large cake m front o t e qua · k · t 
give U all f h from his RSDCC with a reasonable mar , JUSt .o 
Steve ps res h f h is now planning what 1s 
show those deployable type~d W. at 08

01
:. A certain 28 year old 

euphemistically known as. omg a · 'Star Trek' top with 
Co.rp?ral has bo1:1ght, anddi~p~~~~~e~~ti;:~a~ge! Never mind; Cpl 
~~!~~nc~~~':i~~~~~ ;right promises to return to planet Earth 
shortly. 

COMMS TROOP · d f m Blandford but this 
Another newcomer to the Troop arnve I ro t LCpl Oldfield 

. h R al School of Signals we come o . . . . 
ume from t e oy f l~t month's sporting acuvmes 
Horse racing becarn; the ~avourf~nction Cpl Kelly did himself no 

~~~a a~oa~~ 1:ttf~:eth~rR~M r~?i thefbiggf~et ':~e~t~[ t~~:~~h~~iJ} 
H b who has been here or iv • h 

Ian ug es, C did LCpl 'H' Sainsbury, who has been ~re 
selected for RS~Cll ~s to Sig Julie Nixon for being so security 
rather longer. e one f her name being known she has 
conscious! to cornb~t t~e fear ~atulations! Finally, the Yeoman's 
changed 1t to Mrs ay or• coi:i Course has allowed a valuable 
departure for his Refresher (mgC) 'Spot' the dog has now 
addition to the overburdened Sys on roster. 
learned the ropes. 

TM TROOP h. If on an Aerial Erectory 
Sgt Eric Strefford has man~geddt~~=~nu;::lsh have sailed through 

course and Cpls Tony r~ggi a;n their subsequent and well deserved 
their~ tests, congr,~u a 1?0~ lkham has passed his Team Medics 
promouons. LCpl 0 !1es a . El la ts on infantrymen and 
Course. He is n?w qualified to stick, th~~~he ~ne section are partially 
i~ject ora~ges with s~apy ~ate~. ~~tit isn't everything it's cracked up 
ngger tramed, they ave oun. can vouch for this. 
to be, Sigs Reeves a~d Cunnmgham t Kev Bickerstaff and Pauline 

The Troop sadly bid fa~~w~I to !~gBTNILO SSgt Bickerstaff had 
on their departure to 238 ig qn. Troo member and his departure 
been here longer than any fther T~ful 'bf sh' with 30 British Telecom 
was marked b¥ an extreme y s~~c~ Keith Merrie and his wife Shar'!n 
employees. His repla7ement g to opular opinion, the BT m 
have arrived, and cllum th?~? co~tr~i;i'd t~' He has enthusiastically 
BTNILO does not mean 1scu1 .s an initi~l effort which left him in 
volunteered as OIC Squ~s~ d.es~it~e Sgt Pete Howson and his wife 
hospital. Other new a:nv s me ¥so from Catterick, but via the 
Pamela from Cattenck andd ~is wife Claire. Last, but not least, 
Falklands, ~pl JocS~ Dsear a~eeves and his wife Vera on the birth of 
congratulauons to 1g te~e 
their baby daughter Sophie. 
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1 ROOP 
Despite overin o~ r a quarter of a million mil s m four months, 

the Troop ha e no hortage f volunteers o ·tretch their limbs on lhc 
rt field. Conunuing th highly succe sful run in inter-troop 

port , the bo 'done good" again. ' ig ' Jock' Ain Ii had another 
unnin plan and billed the afternoon as a silly hat di play, onl ' to 

un eil a fully organised baseball competition (or was it vice-ver a?), 
omplete ''ith ludicrous accents and a real live proper umpire. After 

e . .: ptional displays on the hats and pronunciation front the Troop 
wept up all the prizes in the main competition with superior fitness 

inentably t Hing in the end. Meanwhile, we've been joined by Dvr 
Haylel \\-alker and LCpl 'Vic' Vickers, and wi h the best of good 
fortune to DH 'Basher' Burton who leaves behind three years of hard 
work, and a con iderable slice of that quarter of a million miles. 
Finally congratulations to Cpls fan and Nicky Twaites on their recent 
marriage and we wi h them all the best for the future . 

ETBALL 
From an area not normally noted for ' icensed mayhem, Mrs Julie 

Wainwright and the wives ' two netball teams have recorded a number 
of victorie in their early season forays . Strangely enough, the 
combined might of the Squadron rugby, soccer and hockey teams is 
apparently reluctant to provide opposition for training, but this is no 
doubt due to excessive chivalry rather than the prospect of an 
ignominious thrashing. 

THE BIT IN GREEN 
The Squadron team undertook the long haul to Ballykinler to 

participate in NISAAM 92. Led by SSgt Jim Johnson and ably 
managed by Sgt 'Mac' McOements, the team was a cosmopolitan mix 
of RPC, R Anglian, RCT, ACC and of course R Signals. In the SABO 
Iron Sight competition Pte McCarthy captured first place with SSgt 
Johnson coming eighth. The team achieved third place behind the I 
Wk p and RPC Def PI. Well done to team members SSgt Jim 
Johnson, LCpls 'Sniper' Kielty, ' Bunny' Lloyd and Pte 'Mac' 
McCarthy . A reformed team also headed to Ballykinler for the 
Mercury Cup March and Shoot . Battle against the fig 11 and 12s was 
joined. Apart from minor problems like Cpl Longson on the APWT 
not being able to get his hair back into his helmet quickly enough and 
LCpl Turner relaxing as if comatose during the Air Rifle shoot , 
everything went well. The dark horses of 8 Bde then discovered that 
they had made a clean sweep and been placed first; a particularly 
satisfying result from Sgts 'Mac' McOements, Pete Baker, Cpls Steve 
Walsh, 'Gaz' Longson and LCpl Turner. 

u 39 Inf Bde HQ and Sig Sqn 
BFPO 80.1 

Sqn Comd Maj Neal YeoeU 
2IC Capt Alastair Rogers 
AO Capt Dave Moffat-Prince of Wales Own, Ops Tp Comd Capt 
Chris Paterson, RSM WOI (RSM) Dave Thomas, YofS W02 (YofS) 
Nick Nichol on, FofS W02 (FofS) Phil Cutforth , RQMS W02 
(RQMS) Willie Gray, CC SSgt Charlie Foster, Trg SNCO Sgt Ray 
Pickering . 

ARRIVALS/ DEPARTURES 
The past few months have seen a steady turn round of Squadron 

personalities and a steady increase in work commitments. Hello and 
welcome to Cpl Stu Coward and LCpl 'Polly' Purkins who have newly 
arrived in the MT. Welcomes also go to LCpls Billy Share, Will Ross 
and Sig Matthew Johnson . Farewell and good luck to Capt Rob 
Healey, Cpls Mat Laird, Bob Marshall and LCpl Mark Burnett . 

Congratulations go to LCpl Ali Watkins and his wife Paula on the 
birth of their son Jack on 23 September and LCpl Paul Colborn and 
Adele on the birth of their daughter Erin on I October . 

SQUADRON ROUND-UP 
The Squadron has taken part in many sporting and social events 

recently. The main social event involved dining the old Admin Offr 
Capt Peter Anthony out of the Squadron and the Army on 18 
September. Over 80 members of the Squadron sat down to a full 
Regimental dinner night out of a possible 97 . P ipers were provided by 
the Scots Guards and the RQMS W02 (RQMS) Willie Gray was in 
charge of the drill party that presented the AO with his three metal 
g If woods. 

On the sports front the Squadron has had a highly successful 
period . In August the Squadron reached the final of the NI Minor 
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limt" Cmkct tmal and tied for firs t place in the Mercury Cup 
Shootin!! competition on points but were eventually second after a 
look at the ..;ompeution rules. The girls won the NI Triathlon Relay 
competiuon with Sig Nikki Voice swimming, LCpl Nicky Oliver 
cycling and LCpl Julie Austin leading the team home in the running 
leg. pecial mention must also be given to LCpl Julie Austin who won 
the firs t cros country league event at Omagh. 

eptember also saw the second NI Royal Signals Golf competition 
known as the ' Horseshoe Classic'. Capt Peter Anthony ran the 
competition wilh 32 golfers taking part. Later in the month an 
Officers/Warrant Officers versus The Lads was organised and the 
match duly drawn two games all. 

CUP RUGBY 
Excitement mounts around Lisburn as the days tick away to the 

final of the NI Minor Units Rugby Cup between the Squadron and 176 
Pro Coy. To date the Squadron has had three victories in a row and 
spirits are high . The first match of the season was against 8 Inf Bde 
HQ and Sig Sqn and in a fast-moving game the Squadron came out 
victors 20- 15. 

The following week in the semi-final the Squadron came up against 
a large 3 Inf Bde HQ and Sig Sqn and after a hard game came out 
victors 33- 0. Last week's friendly against Kinnegar Logistic Base 
proved to be a tough outing with several first team players missing but 
with good tries from Sgt George Roper, Capt John Bedford and Sig 
Eddie Wareing the Squadron came out eventual winners 18-10. 

Line-out 
L to R: Maj Nick Sharples (COS), LCpl Paul Colborn , Sgt Ray 
Pickering , LCpl Tom Hall , Capt Chris Paterson , Capt Peter 

McCut cheon and Sgt George Roper 

LANYARD TROPHY 
On 17 September the Squadron entered a team in the Lanyard 

Trophy competition . It was the first time that a Signals unit from 
Northern Ireland had taken part in this arduous event. The team led 
by Capt Chris Paterson and WOI (RSM) Dave Thomas set off early 
on the morning of 18 September and proceeded along the ' undulating' 
route only losing one member of the team through injury. Fourteen 
hours 23 minutes later the team crossed the fin ishing line afte r a tricky 
last descent where the lads reportedly heard the RSM say 'I 've found 
a really easy route here . . . '. The Squadron team showed great team 
spirit and determination throughout the event and came fifth out of 
twelve teams. They arrived back in Province just in time fo r a well 
earned rest only to discover that they only had a few hours to prepare 
themselves for the AO' s leavi ng dinner. 

L to R: LCpls Bob Read, Mark Peploe, Steve Saunders, Capt Chris 
Paterson, Sig Geordie Teasdale , Cpl Col Bentley and LCpl Pete 
Lee. Out of picture but definitely there - LCpl Andy Forster and 

the photographer WO 1 (RSM) Dave Thomas 
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... for 
• convenience. 

. .. on camp 

... on ships 

... on active duty. 

Always there 
when you need us. 

Naali 
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- News from Headqu~Fi~rs _ 

Army Apprentices' College 
Harrogate 

OTT Q ADRON 
Before th.ey left in 'uly J 992 intake 90B helped th S d . 

the Champion Squarlron Cu ba k e qua ro!1 regain 
the College Athletics Cup and D ·~1 J'rom ~r~dley Sqn. Havmg won 
a trong po ition. On the day of ~~e cmpeht.1on the Squadron was in 

con Sqn 
1 

· compeuuon the three team from 
to perfor:uB~~~e g;:~to~e:~eo~ effo;t in the yarious las.ks they had 
and it is good to have the Cup ~:c~.ey were m the leadmg position 

DEPARTURE A D ARRIVALS 

hi\~~!~ c~~~~ttet~=c~oYl~g~a! left for ~ivili:n life. He ~irst started 
ha been with the Squadron for ~ mem er o Scott Sqn m 1974. He 
major contribution to the S ua wo, and a half years and made a 
leaving the Army he has alsoqgo~ron s. e~cellent record. As well as 
and teph all success for the f t . marne recently and we wish him 

D
. T u ure. 

gt 1ck redwell has taken ov th · b f 
was Tp Sgt looking after Junior L~d e J.o Bo d~QMS . Last term he 

~i~~PJ1::n~~ai~aj~1n~~ ~~sf;~~rned .1~~~n A;;r~~ri~;~9nuoa~r~:.t ~~~ 
College as the Admin Sgt ext t 16 s.1g Regt and IS learning about the 
11 Sig Regt to take over ~s Cha~iamve was ~gt Geoff Hodg on from 
arrived; W02 (SSM) Ter 0 ~ Tp Sgt. Fmally our new SSM has 
only left the old Pennei' Sq~k~ 1~;~stranger to ~e College having 
apprentices in the Squadron n :i on promouon to SSgt. The 
tricks that the young apprenti~es :n b:e~~;r~0t1hat he knows all the 

RECR ITS 92B 
At the beginning of Autumn T 

apprentices of 92B which includes 3~m. we welcome the 96 new 
again echoing to th~ sound of drill b girl~. The ~qu31dron line are 
are being supervised b ~ num ers. This time the recruits 
Alden along with Lt Tfm ast:~ o: sif; Sgt_s Kevin Tunstall and Taff 
running the Boys Troop whilst 'th!~Ir~~ved f~omb ~ong Kong, are 
Debbie Douglas, Sgt A~ne Carib d C roop is e1!1g run by Capt 

Our ex SSM was not the onl Yan .Pl Tracey L1ssemore. 
~um~er leave. Capt Debbie Wa~~n:J:~hng married during the long 
JS an .mfantry man stationed in the sout~ n~ Douglas. Her ~usband 
happmess and good luck for the future. o ngland. We wish both 

RAWSON SQUADRON 
This term began after we had b f leave! The great Harro ate een orced to take a full four week 

world except for AT c:i.is P:iC:t~er ~01}0we~ most people around the 
A number of other spots have d r w 0 o~n a sun spot in Benidorm 
dose of antibiotic will soon cu~;e;~iit~d smce the holiday but a strong 

The Squadron has been joined b 95 b . . 
recruits who have yet to learn 1 / dam. Jtlous and willing young 
understand it in scouse cockne e td3-? knght before being able to 

' Y an JOC language. 

Lt Wendy Smart is formally welcomed into Rawson Sqn 
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CROSS COUNTRY 
Ra~son Sqn naturally won the event H . 

planmng and tactics. Recruit 'Adrian Mof~~~edi°ot without careful 
and roadway for Scott Sqn and is t e m Y acted as a bridge 
of lying face down on the ground t~ b~l com~ended for his brave act 
Scott Sqn to walk over him' Luck·l a ow .t ree weaker members of 
~oo many deceased rabbits .or hed ~hthe 4~ pu~dle d!d not contain 
Ski' Wade performed admirably i; a ~~s. . ecru1ts Mike Clark and 

respectively. c ievmg second and third place 

FOOTBALL 
Again Rawson Sqn whitewash d II . . . 

competition . The score in the finale a oppos1uon m the football 
Sqn being allowed to score thr was a respectable 9-3, with Scott 
Recruits Andy Carnegie and Keeei·~Jrv~ face and prevent extra PT. 
the. rest being scored by rec:ui:s i:n oth casually scored ha tricks, 
lnc1dently it appears that the Coll Garner and Steve Terry . 
Jerry Whelan had already cho ege ~earn selector, QM (Tech) Capt 
College! It must also be mention!~nth ~\~O':: Sqn to represent the 
Walters, seemed extremely im ressed a e ommanda~t, ~ol Cliff 
may also have contributed to~he extr'i ~hhe suhPP?rt~rs smgm~ but it urc smgmg practises! 

JUNIOR DRILL COMPETITION 
ATCpl Karen Moore made c II h" 

take a squad in the competitiono ~~e 1st7ry by being the first girl to 
a sharp voice and fi ne set of lu~gs S pde{ or:ed extremely well with 
beaten by Bradley Sqn whose th · a Y, t e squad was marginally 
In consolation Karen Moor:eed~~tra we~ks of practice paid off. 
Commander. 1 receive Best Drill Squad 

BANANA BILL SQUASH LEAGUE 
Rawson Sqn smashed all · · . League. AT John Finne oppos11Jo~ m th~ .Banana Bill Squash 

Elli~!' second position a:d ~:t<l1~dBf~rsL P?S1tton . . ATSSgt Simon 
posmon. nan Hillson shpped into third 

HELLOS AND GOODBYES 
Rawson Sqn would like to s · Ron Collins and Ann Aft ay a very bnef hello and goodbye to Maj 

the bu~y task of putti~g thee~~17;;~ ~~~~t. stay ~on joins HQ Sqn for 
to MaJ Steve Jackson Alyson and m goo order. Also welcome 
fro~ Bradley Sqn. Finally a we1!'::::rt who have just moved across 
havmg. ne~er received a formal hello fr to ~a~t Wendy Smart who, 
enthus1ast1cally at the water stall 

0 
~m tk e quadron, was greeted 

;ecently returned from an operation ~ on ey Derby . Day. She has 
1t took a number of days fo h m DKMH Catlenck whereupon 
Squadron wish her a speedy r~coC:e:o re~ohver from the sedation! The 
soon. Y an ope to see her back at work 

BRADLEY SQUADRON 
BLESMA WEEKEND 

On a wet and windy weekend t 
Courtaulds Coopers and L b d' earn~ coerced from Flexpack 
Littondale to raise money fbr ~~ Ba~~ ~lf.pson Curtis gathered at 
Association. The weekend wa n JS 1mbless Ex-Service Mens 
exercise by members of the Squ!drun ~ong the lines of a challenge 
created by Archie Miles and ~n.M h~ tasks for the weekend were 
Lecturers of the College. e c ale , two of the Burnham 

The teams arrived on Frida · h . . 
politely into their luxury room~ ~~gc~~ ~ibs and drabs to be shown 
Guards. Just as the teams were an . . . ordon Dickson of the Scots 
told of a plane crash and toxic tc1~att~g refreshments, they were 
hours later, once powerful ex~~t~v~ an oned on .the ~ill side . Two 
rats, oozed back carrying half filled bs, nf"". lookmg hke drowned 
self respecting sedan chair would . a;re s m contraptions that any 

Som_e of the team members hai:Jrn its nose up at in disgust. 
expecung to be woken at 0500hrs ~aken p~rt last year' and were 
received a gentle knock at the d f YU the fire alarm. Instead they 
a smiling CSM Dickson Short oor o owed by breakfast served by 
countryside was broken b ly afterwards, the tranquility of the 
about in the drizzle looki~gg~~u~~ of d~~perate adventurers running 
had recovered the night before ;.h e an~d ote lo the l<?xic waste they 
egg shells and placed where oni e anti .ote was cunmngly housed in 
of humour could reach them. Y ropes , Oil drums, planks and a sense 
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. Sunday dawned bright and, s.till recovering from the barbecue the 
mght b~fore, ~he teams ~et of~ for a sp.ot of rock climbing or caving. 
Our script writers are sull trymg to thmk of a credible link for this 
but our teams were too hungover to worry. ' 

After a short lunch, CSM Dickson became the CSM the Junior 
Leaders know and lo.ve! Our volunteers (now treated like recruits) 
cleaned up the barn hke battle hardened guardsmen. 

Sir Gordon Linacre, President of the Friends of BLESMA 
presented the prize to the winning team. Our volunteers left asking 
when the next weekend was. £2,990.36 was raised for BLESMA with 
another £500.00 donated by companies who couldn't raise teams to 
send. 

A FINAL WORD FROM BRADLEY SQUADRON 
Regretfully thi~ may be the last a~ticle in The Wire from Bradley 

Sqn. T~e estabhshme~t of a Junior Leader Regiment and the 
conversion to all arms mstructors has resulted in the gradual scaling 
down of t~e Squadron. For many years it has consisted of four 
Troop~-L1ghtnm~, Quadrant, Rapier and Whitespear, with intakes 
of J_umor Leaders m Se~tember, November and January. Rapier and 
Wh1tesp~ar graduated m Aug~st 1992, whilst Quadrant left the 
Col~ege m Octobe; .. so the last mtake before the restructuring of the 
J~mor. Leader tra~nmg syst~m v:as January 1992 and this makes up 
L1ghtnmg Tp; their graduauon 1s planned for 18 December. 

As the Squadron has reduced in size so has the permanent staff. 
Maj Steve Jackson has taken a sideways step and is now Rawson Sqn 
Comd. He was closely followed by Sgts 'Stef' Newton and 'Trickie 
Dickie' Tredwell. While both Lt Julian Leader and Capt Kevin 
Bowers have decided to try their luck in civvy street, everyone wishes 
them well and good luck in the 'big bad world'. 

The unpleasant task of winding down the Squadron has been left 
to Lt Brett Appleby, who is 2IC, Quadrant Tp Comd and Lightning 
Tp Comd, CSM Gordon Dickson (Scotts Guards) and Capt Kevin 
Atkinson. Both Sgts Terry and 'Stan the Man' Matthews will be 
moving on to pastures green in December. Last but not least is Sgt 
Freeman.' SQMS, who is trying to account for all the equipment that 
you Jumor Leaders forgot to return, as well as resettling. 

If the Army ever decides to re-organise the training establishments 
hopefully Bradley Sqn will be reformed, but until then it is good luck 
to all ex Junior Leaders and Permanent Staff and good night. 

PS: Last man out switch the lights off! 
PPS: That won't be Jo (the Squadron Clerk) she's already deserted 

us and gone to C Coy. 

GENERAL TRAINING WING 
WING HQ 
OC Maj R. A. Hamilton 
SM! WOl (SMI) B. Statham APTC 
SSM W02 (SSM) T. Singleton, Clerk Mrs J. Barker. 

Maj John Reed handed over the Wing to Maj Dick Hamilton before 
moving to his retirement cottage in Ripon. John will be remembered 
by many in the Corps, not least of all for his sporting and shooting 
activities in BAOR and UK over a period of nearly 30 years. 

The new Sqn Comd was heard to mutter that having spent the last 
three years commanding a Cadet Training Team (in Wales) he ought 
to know something about training 'bairns' and it also seemed as if he 
had moved up-market somewhat, in terms of manpower and 
equipment available from a Metro to a Bentley. True to form the 
College MT helped to bring him back down to earth by providing 
transport in the shape of ... a Metro! 

SM! Barry Statham is recovering from the APTC 'Annual Re
fresher' at the School of PT, where amid the lectures, presentations, 
and frenetic sporting events during the week, there were, we believe, 
some 'refreshments' taken. 

SSM Tony Singleton, who joined the Wing from Hong Kong, has 
by now almost recovered from the culture shock, but not the price of 
CDs, and as for the weather! However as a graduate of the Class of 
'74' he has rapidly acclimatised, and he bears the 'knowing-smiie' of 
the ex-apprentice to keep him warm. 

MILITARY TRAINING TROOP 
Tp Comd Capt R. MacDonald R Anglian 
WTWO W02 A. P. Sweeney Green Howards 
SQMS SSgt (SQMS) R. L. Hutchinson. 

Capt Bob MacDonald's 'lean green machine' is extremely busy with 
the current Basic Recruit Training Cycle and the continuation training 
of the more senior Apprentices and Junior Leaders. The instructors 
ranks have been swelled slightly by some of the newcomers from JIB 
Ouston, here to form the cadre for C (Infantry) Company, Junior 
Leaders. 

Sgt Richie Plummer has been posted to 16 Sig Regt, Sgt Richie 
Arundel left on promotion to Northern lreland, and Sgt Steve 
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Littlewood has moved across to Op Wing. Farewell and good luck to 
you all and vour families. 

We welcome Sgt Tomlinson from Catterick, for a wee change from 
the QM stores, and of course the Infanteers from Ouston, Cpl 
Hartley QLR, Lawrence DWR, Stones Kings and Marriott BW. 

EXTERNAL LEADERSHIP TROOP 
Tp Comd Capt P. C. Baker 
QMSI W02 P. W. Rafferty APTC 
SQMS SSgt (SQMS) J. Morris. 

Our fearless leader Capt Phil Baker has returned from his Junior 
qenerals course at Warminster and takes-up the reins again for his 
fmal term, before posting in December. Come on PBll tell him 
where he's going, and put us out of his misery! ' 

W02 'Chips' Rafferty is actually resettling at Bradford University. 
Don't even ask what course he's doing this time. His place is being 
amply filled by SSgt 'Smurf' Murfin APTC who has moved over from 
the Gym. He did tell the College RSM that he was growing his hair 
to meet the challenge of his new role in EL. You can imagine what the 
RSM, WOl Roberts had to say about that! 

The Troop bade farewell to Sgt Neil Allenby who moved on 
promotion to 14 Sig Regt and Sgt Colin Dennis who was posted also 
on promotion to 210 Sig Sqn. 

Howev~r, we have welcomed Sgt Paul Brickell from Blandford, Sgt 
Taff Furruval from 7 Sig Regt and Sgt Alan Strudwick from Lippstadt 
to make up the deficit. 

The Troop are currently ensconsed at Whernside Manor, near Dent, 
where the Autumn terms training is being held. 

GYMNASIUM 
QMSI W02 H. Worth APTC 
SI Sgt C. Trewartha APTC 
IO Mr P. Harbum late APTC. 

The Gym staff are ' rudely' healthy, and anyone who knows them 
can only agree with this statement. They have survived the reign of the 
'Smurf', presenting him with a Corps bobble-hat when he left for EL 
Tp and now the new QMSI, W02 Harry Worth, is in the chair. We 
welcome Harry and his wife Doreen, who joined us from Shorncliffe. 

Cpl Karen Prentice left to join civvy street, after a very liquid 
farewell party, and Cpl Paul Hornsby has been posted to 3 Inf Bde. 
We wish them a PT!s farewell . 

APTC POSTSCRIPT 
As part of our transition to AJLR we have welcomed Capt (MAA) 

Iain Horn APTC as EL Sqn Comd, sport, and matters APTC. Fresh 
from a tour at the School of PT, lain and his growing family make 
a pleasam and healthy addition to our ' Black and Red' gang. SM! 
Barry Statham wishes it to be known that his Corps motto, 'Mens 
sano in corpore sano' does not mean 'No boots in the gym!'. 

OPERATOR WING 
Winter Term sees Operator Wing implementing the IGDT policy 

instigated by rhe then DAT regarding apprentice training in the 
present and future. We have welcomed the final two year apprentices 
(both male and female), being intake 92A, and they will graduate at 
Christmas 1993. 

In future all further intakes will be of one year's (three terms) 
duration, starting with 92B in November. These potential Tele
communications Operators (TG), (SYS), (SPEC) and (LING) will all 
receive the same one year foundation course, giving them a degree of 
competence in the skills and a basic knowledge of procedures up to 
City and Guilds 7771 Part l Certificate. Thence they will go their 
separate ways to their particular 'centres of excellence'. How long 
Operator Wing continues to function in the future is a matter of 
intense speculation amongst the staff, affecting both military and 
civilian alike. 

These changes, and the planned eventual move of the apprentices 
to Arborfield, have resulted in the prising out of the woodwork of a 
number of long serving civilian instructors: Mr Mick Ledger has 
moved to pastures new at RAF Locking shortly to be followed by Mr 
Ray Jones, our loss being the RAF's gain. Mr Ken Glenville has 
retired somewhat early and Mr Keith Reynolds has move to Comms 
and Sy Gp (UK), thus remaining in the fold. 

Readers may also recall a snowy haired piscatorial Sergeant, Mac 
McCafferty, who, apart from a spell at 2 Div down the road, seems 
to have been in the Wing for decades. He has recently returned from 
a tour in the Falklands where, unfortunately for him, it was the clo e 
season for fishing. However, that is extremely fortunate for us, as we 
now do not have to listen to all the fishy stores! 

New comers to the Wing: WSgt Denton, Sgts McKinnon, Hodd 
and Littlewood. 

And farewell to Sgt Kidd after a short but excellent tour. Will keep 
you posted. 
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HQ UKLF 
Wilton 

COMM BRANCH HQ KLF RETURNS TO THE FOLD 
On 31 July 1992 Comm Branch HQ UKLF formed in Wilton on 

it re·<. rgani ation from HQ 2 (NC) Sig Bde at Corsham. The Comd 
Com • /CJS-Brig Colin Brown ADC wa , in addition the Comd 2 
( C) ig Bde. The photograph how the formal handover of Comd 
Comm /Cl from Brig Colin Brown to Brig Nigel Wood in the 
pre ence of the CinC Gen Sir John Waters KCB, CBE on the re
organi ation of the branche . 

July saw the arrival from Corsham of the Chief G3 Comm -LI Col 
Bob Hus ey and the 02 G3 Com ms (Per /Log/T A)- Maj Alan 
Duncan, along with the arrival of the S02 G3 Comm (Comsec)-Maj 
John Nichol al o from Corsham and the Chief Clerk SSgt Les 
(goodbye TA) Brooke . A number of officers had already arrived and 
were 'up and running', namely Lt Col Bill Kenl MBE the S02 G3 
Comm (Plans), Maj Adam Ewell the S02 (W) G3 Comms (Ops UK) 
and Maj Richard Howes the S02 G3 Comms (Tels). 

In the preceeding months to date, we have seen the arrival of everal 
new member of taff to boost the strength of the branch including 
Maj Mike Bank the S02 G3 Comms (E Man), Capt Adrian 
Campbell-Black the S03 G3 Comms (Ops/ Trg) who has already put 
together an escape committee whose first project was hi escape and 
to his credit he ucceeded; he has already managed a four day 
excursion to BAOR and he leaves us in February for the Staff 
College!, WOI ~ofS) Paul Forryan our YofS F Man/ Data Prep, 

The Royal School of Signals 
Blandford Camp 

SUPPORT TO BLETCHLEY PARK 
Bletchley Park was used during the second world war to decode 

German and Japanese cryptic transmissions using the Enigma 
Machine. It was here that the first computer, Colossus, was born and 
the D-Day landings planned. 

After the second world war the park changed hands several times. 
The buildings used so successfully during the war now Jay in a derelict 
state due to vandalism. The Royal School of Signals was approached 
by the Bletchley Park Trust to provide lighting to allow those who 
originally worked at the site during the war to revisit the old buildings 
in safety. The Bletcbley Park Trust are in the process of buying the 
site, turning it into a museum and re-furnishing it to its original state 
during its service role. 

It took three full working days for the team consisting of Sgt Steve 
Hodgson, Cpl John Lightowlers, LCpls Paul Ralf, Al Henderson and 
Sig 'Dick' Barton, to lay nearly a mile of cable. It proved to be quite 
an ordeal due to the occupation of the buildings by a large quantity 
of rats and wasps. Those who did visit were very appreciative of the 
team's efforts; it was also an education for the team to walk around 
with the visitors and listen to the stories of how the Park operated 
during the war. 

On behalf of The Royal School of Signals we would like to wish the 
Trust well with the restoration plans for the Park. 

1 SQUADRON (TRAINING SUPPORT) 
RADIO EXERCISE TROOP 
Tp Comd WOl (YofS) Bob Pemberton 
Tp SSgt SSgt Paul Marshall 

ARRIVALS 
The Troop welcomes, Cpl Eric Head, his wife Helen and family 

from 238 Sig Sqn and Sig Lee Walker on her first post. 

FAREWELLS 
The Troop said farewell to, Sgt Lech Robinson to 1 D and D in 

Werl, Cpl ' Paddy' Hoy to HQNI, Cpl Derek Alderman to 3 (UK) Div 
in Bulford, LCpl Brian Mlllarvie to HQ Sqn, LCpl John Quinn to 2 
Sqn and Sigs Lee Crampton and Colin Stewart to NI. Good luck to 
all and their families for the future. 

The major event since our last report was the Troop Summer Party. 
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Aileen O'Hara the PS to the Comd, Nicola Dennis (AO), Andy 
Mouland (AA), Cpl Fred Fensom the Comd's Dvr, LCpl Russ Denny 
Uust a clerk!) and finally Sig Chris McDonald (again, just a clerk) who 
wonders that he did wrong to get this as his first posting from 
training! Welcome to you all. 

We must not forget the stalwarts in the CDA, WOl (YofS) Tony 
Glover, Sgt Mick Langley and John Shipp-welcome aboard. Finally 
in this long list of names a special hello and thank you to Linda Taylor 
and Gabbi Latimer who have been here for ages and have helped to 
make the transition so much easier for the Chief Clerk. It is a busy 
time for the Branch. 

Brig Wood is holding an AK47 assault rifle which has been 
presented to the new Comms branch by Brig Brown. The plaque 
on the presentation explains that the rifle was captured by units 
under command of 2 Sig Bde on Op Granby, and commemorates 
the involvement of the Brigade HQ in operations in Namibia, Iraq 

and latterly Croatia 

It all began with a very successful Treasure Hunt, which started at 
1300 hrs in the local area. This was followed by a childrens party 
which was enjoyed by more than just the children! The evening 
continued with a barbecue and Karaoke in a local ale house. The 
singing proved to be not to bad although the ' managements' rendition 
of ' Help' was quite appropriate. A good time was had by all. 

SYSTEMS EXERCISE TROOP 
Systems Exercise Tp have had yet another busy term with short 

numbers due to members leaving for 'Civ Div'. We are told that 
replacements are due! Also JO members of the Troop are busy training 
for a sponsored cycle ride in April 1993; more on that later. 

The following are to be congratulated on their sporting 
achievements during the past year: Cpl Bru Baker and LCpl Rick 
Burton for hockey; LCpl 'Chippy' Wood for football and Sgt Chas 
Cowell for sailing. 

The Troop would like to wish Sgt Chas Cowell and the crew all the 
best at the J24 World Championships in America. 

CIS TRAINING WING (formally Instruction Wing) 
The No 6 Royal Signal Communications and Information Systems 

Technology course has assembled and the No 3 Royal Signals Officers 
Commissioning Course took place during the period 8-15 October 
1992. 

No 3 Royal Signals Officers Commissioning Course 

GOODBYES AND HELLOS 
Goodbye to W02 Dennis Rutter and family who retires after 22 

years. Sgt (now SSgt) Chris and Jackie Naylor {the boys are missing 
the runs, really!) to 14 Sig Regt. Sgt Matt and Vernesa Nuttall to 55 
Sig Sqn {V), Sig Daz Slinger to 2 Sig Regt and LCpl Moffat to civvy 
street. 

Hello to the new boss W02 Brian Appleyard from CPD. Sgt Netty 

THE WIRE, DECEMBER 1992 

Walelin from 9 Sig Regt and Sgt Bob Wymer and family from 662 Sig 

TpS ecial congratulations to Cpl Tom Lappin .on selection for 
pro~otion to Sgt and Sig Reck Burton on promotion to LCpl. 

2 SQUADRON (TRIALS) 
S Comd Maj R. F. Dinham MBE 

2~C Capt M. Baines 
TOT Capt A. R. Sarglnson, YofS W02 (YofS) P. Barrett, FofS Sgt 
(FofS) A. Hockley, SSM SSgt (SSM) T. Gaston, SQMS Sgt (SQMS) 

R.Je0~~:;s of the Squadron have been keeping th~ ~ovements staff 
b over the last couple of months. Capt !O°:Y Sargmson ~as sp~nt 
usy ek at one of the contractors factones 111 Cana~a ~1tness111g 

a we testin of the Vehicle Integrated Commumcauons and 
~~~~Zution S~stem (VICDS), a project that is to ~eplace the current 
communications harness system in armoured veh1c.les. WO~ (YofS) 
Paul Barrett has recently returned from Zagr~b havmg been 1i:ivo~ved 

· · nd 1·nstallation of a commercial HF commumcauons in the tra1111ng a · D I h b 
tern for the EC Commission and gt Nigel. eowene ey. ~ .een 

sy~nding a few days in the sun in Cyprus carrymg o~t. mod1f1c~t1ons 
sp · nal protocol convertor equipment that was ongmally designed 
to a sig. 1 b Develo menl Tp. Capt Mark Baines is detached a~l the 
and bui t~e ~ain Ro~al School building until April 1993 attend mg a 
~~~;lo Signals Communications and Information Systems Technique 

co¥[s~~s been a successful month on the s~orting fr?nt for the 
d SSgt Tim Wynn achieved an impressive result 1~ the Corps 

Sgu~ r~~~g championships coming third in the h~vywe1ght class!, 
:~~ ~as also a member of The Royal School of Signals team that 

com~es~co:add~;~r~~-of-war team pulled the rest of the Squa~~ons 
T d t~e gymnasium in the Inter-Squadron tug-of-war compelltlon. 

~~:~atchweight team consisting of SSgt Tony Gaston, Sg~ Gr~ham 
tott Tony Scoins, LCpl 'Tweeks' Tweddle, LC::pl Bob rms rong 

d s·g Dean Rawlings were narrowly defeated mto second place. 
a°Th: 450kg class team which consisted of SSgt (FofS) 1t~~ 

SS T ' W nne Sgts 'Ozzie' Osbourn, Gary Marsha ' p 
Hockl.ey, gt . •m yd LC I 'CB' Pollitt won their event m 
'Mor.ne'. Msotryr\1esonTh!nteams Pwere organised and coached by Sgts 
convmcmg · 
Graham Stott and Nigel Deoweneley. 

DEVELOPMENT TROOP . 
T Comd Capt Tony Sargmson 

P SSgt Andy Hockley 
~~7, Spec SSgt Tim Wynn, Team Leader A Sgt Nigel Deoweneley, 

Team Leader BhSgt ~na~Yo/~~:~~w FofS who was transferred across 
August saw t e arnv 

the RSSST and Sgt Gary Marshall from Cyprus: . d to 

Congrat~~~~~~~;~~oh~P~~r~~a~o:~~e~~;. ~~~~~:~:
1

~~v!nbeen 
~~~;i::r thecla

1 
st month wdi~0h aT~~~t~~i~~~u;~~ :i~~\ 0~~~t~:a~~~~~ of data over ansman ra 1 

VHF interface project. · 'th the SCRA simulator 
Team B have also been busy progressmg :-'fl 

project for the Armoured School at Larkh1ll. 

TRIAL TdROOP W02 (YofS) Paul Barrett 
Tp Com II d T S t Sgt Dave Po ar 
Tg C~l Cpl 'Jacko' Jackson, ED Cpl ~oho Lighto:ele~;- arages and 

Tria~s Tp ~ave been kept. busy wor~m~a~na ae:~nt syst~m . Two of 
a trial mvolvmg a commerc~l ~~t r~~:~ and L~pl Al Henderson were 
the Troops ED's Cpl Jo~f m o;ark to provide power and lighting 
detached for a week to etc hey d world war communication 
for a veterans weekend al t e secon 
tation . 

LCpl Bob Armstrong operating the VHF commercial 
management system 
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FINANCIAL PLANNING 
ITS PURPOSE is to make the best use of In~m~.. apital 
and other Assets, to prepare the way for the md1v1dual to 
achieve financial aims. These may include: 

FINANCIAL PROTECTION -against the effects of 
possessions being lost or 

FINANCIAL SECURITY 

HOUSE PURCHASE 
EDU CA TlON EXPENSES 
COMFORT ABLE RETIREMENT 

TRANSFER OF ASSETS 

damaged. 
-for present or future 
dependants. 
-immediately or in the future. 
-for present or future children. 
-based on an adequate 
continuing income backed up 
by an adequate capi~al reserve 
-to the next generation. 

· the WE ADVISE on the use of savings from mcom~, 
investment of capital, the use of othe~ assets where apphc~ble, 
insurance against ill health and the msurance of po session . 
We help clients to lay the foundations of sound plans , to 
develop existing plans and keep them up t~ date , and th%'e~~ 
make the best use of resources when the time comes to 
commitments. 
GOOD INFORMATION is the basis of sound planning. The 
more clients take us into their confidence th~ ~etter we can 

·st them Please let us have full details of ex1stmg resources, 
;~~r ability to save, and any expectati~ns . Please also te~l ~! 
all you can about commitments with which yo~ expect t.o a 

We Of course treat all such mformauon as to cope . , ' 
confidential. . 
AN EARLY START helps and we will be pleased to as !St 

ou however modest your r~sources may be no.w. If you have 
~xisting arrangements which may need develot~nf' ~~e ~~~~ 
you refer them to us, the more help we are I e y 

to give you . . 
OUR ADVICE is free and does not commit y~u to any a~~o~ 
we only ask that any arrangements you decide :o ma . . 
made through us . It is based on over 44 ~e.ars o exa:m;;~ 
clients' problems, analysing them and abdv1~mg. onn t~: writing 
not delivered by persuasive salesmen, ut is give 
for you to study at your leisure . 

ARE YOU MAKING THE BEST USE OF YOUR 
INCOME AND OTHER ASSETS? 

WE ARE AS CLOSE TO YOU AS THE EAREST POST 
BOX OR TELEPHO E . 

LET US SHOW YOU HOW GOOD PLANNl G CAN 
HELP YOU. 

R. T. WILLIAMS LTD. 
PRINCE ALBERT HOUSE, 58 SHIP STREET' 

BRIGHTON, BNl IDE 
Telephone: (0273) 28181/5 

Not all the services advertised here are regulated fby t~e 
inancial Services Act 1986 and the rule made or t e 

~rotection of investors by that Act will not apply to them. 
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News -from -Regiments 

1 Armd Div HQ and Sig Reg.t 
BFPO 32 

2 Q ADRON 
Sqn Comd Maj S. Crofl 
2IC Capt H. A. Jenkins 
S 1 W02 ( M) Boulton, OC Papa Tp Lt C. Morcom 

Q ADRON EVENT 
A. visit from Shrivenham tudent , a farewell to the GOC, and hello 

to his succe or,~ Whirlygig, Ex Reforger, another RMCS visit and 
what about prepanng the vehicles for RSlT accounts for us over the 
pat weeks . 

HRJVENHAM VISIT MARK 1 
Lt Char M~rcom (nice to. see you back on your feet again!) joined 

u. f.n:im ho p1~al toge!her '~1th 90 Shrivenham tudents. They saw the 
DIVI 1onal Mam HQ m all us glory, together with trunk nodes and a 
welcome from elements.of 14 Si.g Regt. The day was a great succe s 
although gt teve Fems tore his hair out lining up the vehicles with 
help from Cpl Ed Moses and LCpl 'Jelly' Marlow. Capt Hugh Jenkins 
ahnd SSgt <.Y.of.S) Andy Tra k have decided to secure a posting before 
t e next v1s1t 1s due. 

G LF MEDAL PARADE 
The CO of the Regiment, Lt Col A. J. Grey presented Gulf Medals 

to squad~on members. Twenty four of them remain in the quadron 
repr~entm~ all trades. Afterwards the squadron families celebrated i~ 
the Al Batm' bar. 

I SQUADRON 
Sqn Comd Maj C. J. Whittaker 
Sqn 2IC Capt T. S. Sullivan 
SSM W02 (SSM) Fullwood, YofS SSgt (YofS) Haresign FofS W02 
(FofS) Naylor, SQMS SSgt (SQMS) Brice. ' 

FAMILY DAY AND GULF MEDAL PARADE 
19 July marked the end of the 'Gulf' saga here as the soldiers of 

I Sqn were presented with their Gulf Medals by co' Lt Col A J G e 
To make the day complete it was decided to make it a Familie's• bI;, 
as well. lt started with a Church Parade, conducted by the Rev 
Hegarty followed by a parade. 

There ~ollowed a barbecue and the annual Officer/ SNCO vs Jun·o 
ranks. Cncket match . While the families feasted, the men did battle~~ 
the pitch . After a full .afternoon of action, it came down to the last 
bat man for the Jumor ~anks side, who only needed one run . 
Unfortunately, for the Semors team, he got it and the Junior ranks 
team had won_. Better luck next year seniors. Many thanks to Eagle 
Tp who orgamsed the barbecue and the children's activities. It was all 
a great succe s. 

HELLOS AND GOODBYES 

SHQ TROOP 
The technicians have lost a lot of the experience and expertise with 

~~ d~parture of several Corporals. Cpls 'Woody' Wooldridge and 
Rick Owen bot~ to 8 ?ig Regt, good luck on the Tl Rick. Cpl Al 

Young off to.enJOY Behze. However, to take their place three have 
appeared straight from the factory. A hearty welcome to LCpl Pet 
Hodgeson .and Sigs ·~pot!er' Fyson and Angie Campbell. We hop! 
your to~r m Verden 1s enjoyable. We wish Cpl Mac McKinnon (S t 
on postmg) and his wife Jean all the best in their new post ~t 
Harrogate. 

EAGLE TROOP 
During th~ p~st three months, there has been quite a change of 

person_nel w1t~m .the troop. We said farewell to Cpl ' Hutch ' 
Hutch!ns~n, .h~s wife Paula and the boys, who left for 16 Sig Regt 
LCpl Ch1pp1e Wood has moved to The Royal School of Signals . 
Lastly, farew~ll to Sig Mike Heathcote who has gone to UK. · 

Hellos to Si.gs Paul Mason and Darren Kitching who have arrived 
fr~hh~ro~ 8 Sig ~egt. Our most recent arrivals are LCpl Phil Jennings 

h
and 1s wife Marianne who joined us a week later than planned having 

a to lock th.e gates of 21 Sig Regt. 
Congratu~allons to LCpl Paul Atherton owning up to being the 

long~st serving member of the Troop and also Sig 'KP' Ki k t · k 
on his recent engagement. r pa nc 

GOLF TROOP 
To get ~way from daily routine, Golf Troop went to Bavaria for a 

week o! ~1~orous adventurous training and water sports One of the 
key act1v1t1es was the White Water Rafting where Cpl Mac 'Get out 

~ 

THE WIRE, DECEMBER 1992 

of the bottom of the boat' McKinnon excelled himself. After a full 
day of riding the rafts a dry activi ty was the requirement, so it wa~ off 
to the Dry Bobsled Run. A the day progressed the brakes were used 
less until a spectator was heard to ay 'They're all mad'. 

The next day it was back to the water for a day of water skiing. All 
attempted the wild surf except for Sgt Mark Whiting who declared, 
'There aint no way'. 

WELCOME 
The Troop extends a hearty welcome to LCpl Mark Yuill from 4 

Div and to Sig Liam Hutchinson from 2 Sqn via Batus . Sadly we have 
to ·ay farewell to LCpl Simon Cullen and his wife Julie who leave for 
21 Sig Regt. All the best. 

HAWK TROOP 
All troop members wish a fond farewell to Sig Si Cartwright who 

joins his brother at 28 Sig Regt and to LCpl Harvey who moves 
across the hall to Trunk Node 071 . A hearty welcome to Cpl Steve 
Pope and his wife Karen. Also welcome to Sig Stubbs from 8 Sig Regt, 
we hope you enjoy Verden. Congratulations to Cpl Pope and his wife 
who recently added to their fami ly with the birth of their son. Also 
congratulations to LCpl Botham who took the plunge and got 
married. 

OVEMBER TROOP 
With all the amalgamations of I Sqn Power, MT and November 

Tps the last months or so have been busy. Now the new 'November 
Sqn: has been born. The joining together of Troops has brought 
plenty of new life in , and hopefully plenty of new Troop funds as well. 

We would like to bid fond farewell's to Sig 'Dickie' Bird, who has 
left us for civvy street and has been accepted into the Prison Service
Good Luck. LCpl Tim Ryan to 633 Sig Tp, Sig Dunc Stevenson, 
also to civvy street. LCpl Lee Davis, Sarab and Christopher, all 
the best in Catterick. We say goodbye also to Sig Al Hyland-to 
sunny Cyprus, LCpl Yorkie Lawton and family also to Cyprus. 
Sig Paul Green also going for a suntan in icy Norway as part of 
249 Sig Sqn. 

That covers the sorry farewells, and enables us to welcome the new 
blood into November Tp. Warm hellos to LCpl 'Mouse' Fieldhouse 
who has finally seen the light and joined from TN07 l . Sig 'Snake ' 
McSkeane (Gill) and Sig Ted Roache and family, and Sig Daz Ford 
straight from the factory. Warm welcome to Sig Heidi Turner from 
2 Sqn. All of us in November Tp wish you all the best for your tour 
with us . 

201 (22 Armd Bde) Sig Sqn 
BFPO 30 

Sqn Comd Maj Wakerley 
2JC Capt Mcintosh 
A Tp Comd Lt Wilson, B Tp Comd SSgt Skelland, SSM WO~ (SSM) 
Stachini, YofS W02 (YofS) Grieg, SQMS SSgt (SQMS) Denms, FofS 
SSgt (FofS) Alexander. . .. 

The Squadron bids farewell to SSgt Mick Williams, SSgt (Fo~) 
Jay Allen, LCpl Allan Brewis and LCpl Steve Brown and their 
families. It extends a warm welcome to 2Lt O'Kelly, SSgt (FofS) 
Alexander, Cpls Simcock, Treeby and LCpl Savery. 

EXERCISE MERCURY'S REVENGE 
By Sgt McKenzie . 

During the second half of the s1:1m~er \~ave penod ~~e toug~er 
elements of the Squadron pitted their wits , fitness and m1htary skills 
against members of the International Long Range Reconnaissance 
Patrol School (ILRRPS) at Weingarten, So1:1th Gerrn_any. The 
ILRRPS is a multi-national school that provide Special Forces 
training for the six 'active' NATO nations; Britain , Germany, ~reece, 
Belgium, USA and Norway. Training cour es at the school mcl~de 
Survival BAOR Battlefield Survival, and an extremely challengmg 
Patrol Course. 

The Squadron's aim was to provide an enemy Hunter Force for the 
final exercise of a Patrol Leaders Course. It wa expected that t~e task 
would be no mean feat since the course member were all expenenced 
ILRRP SNCOs and Offrs. Th.erefore the Squadron deployed ~week 
prior to the exercise dates in order to carry out ground reconna1s ance 
and essential training. 
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The programme included area searche , patrolling and observation 
posts, map reading, HF communications and weapon skill . It 
culminated in a 48 hr surprise exercise which tested the fitne s. comms 
kills, map reading (and sense of humour) of all taking pan. On 

completion of the build up exercise we held a round robin port 
competition fo llowed by a challenge 'football' match again t the 
American Detachment at the Air Base. To our shock the American 
meant their ,tyle of football as opposed to soccer, and, even with the 
aid of Quarter Back Sig Findlay, we were trounced but kept 'fighting' 
until the end. 

After a well earned rest the main exercise started the next evening. 
The Squadron ORBAT consisted of four teams on the ground and a 
small SHQ. The teams deployed to OPs covering likely Heli LZs and 
awaited the planned enemy infiltrations. The area soon resembled that 
of 'Apocalypse Now' with helis everywhere and although LZs were 
identififed no enemy soldiers were actually spotted. Throughout the 
first day of the exercise the OPs were moved around and standing 
patrols and mobile patrols covered the area. As time went on morale 
started to drop as there were no confirmed enemy sightings and it soon 
became apparent that they had managed to slip through our initial 
screen and would therefore be operating within our own areas. The 
second day proved to be especially arduous and was spent doing a 
cordon and search on an extremely wooded and steep mountain side. 
All that we had to show for the search was one sparkling clean 5pf 
piece and thirty extremely tired and miserable (with the exception of 
Sig Pond) soldiers. Morale was at rock bottom! . 

Using information gained from intelligence updates provided by the 
exercise planners our HQ decided to switch the earch areas and 
concentrate on looking for OPs along two candy stripe roads that we 
expected the enemy would be observing. Shortly after the new 
patrolling commenced Alpha Team hit gold discovering an extremely 
well dug and camouflaged OP approximately SOm from one of. the 
roads and two enemy soldiers. Once the contact report was received 
morale instantly rocketed and within twenty minutes Bravo and 
Charlie Teams had discovered the OP's rear party and taken another 
four prisoners complete with all equipment including a radio. Armed 
with the information that the OPs were using only VHF radios it soon 
became apparent that the remaining OPs had to be.in clo~e proximity 
to the control station. The search areas were agam revised and the 
final day of the exercise included the capture of eight more 'enemy' 
soldiers, two of which were caught by Cpl 'Titch' Anderson just eight 
minutes before endex. In total 14 out of the 24 enemy had been 
captured and all the LZs used had been reported. Considering many 
units that have provided Hunter Forces for the ILRRPS have seen no 
enemy at all, the results achieved were extremely good and the effort 
put in by all was exceptional. . . . 

The elation at endex was summed up by SSgt W1Utam when talkmg 
to some of the prisoners. 'Call yourselves Special Forces? You just got 
caught by our Cook Sgt!' 

ROYAL SIGNALS STABLE BELTS 

latest regulation 

2Yzin Web £6.75 + VAT 
plus post and packing 

T. FROST (Saddlers) 
SOUTH PARADE, BAWTRY 

DONCASTER, SOUTH YORKSHIRE DNlO 6.JH 

415 



207 (7 Armd Bde) Sig Sqn 
BFPO 37 

Sqn Comd Maj A. Field 
2IC Capt J. H . Fra er 

O Lt R. K. Orr, SSM W02 (S M) Ogden , YofS W02 (YofS) Se.~by, 
SQMS t ( QM ) Laurie, Chief Clerk Sgt Ro e. 

WELCO 
The quadron welcome 02 (SSM) Ogden and his wife Pam and 

W02 (Yof'S) e by and hi ' ife Caroline and LCpl May REME. We 
hope your tour is a good one. We would also like to welcome to the 
big bad world Annalise France ca Evans daughter of Sgt 'Taff' Evans 
and Nicola . 

FARE\ ELLS 
The quadron say farewell to LCpl 'Richie ' Hodge on posting to 

CAD Kineton on well earned promotion. 
Farewell to Cpl Brannan on posting to Belize and a welcome to 

LCpl Ian Chappell from 21 Sig Regt and LCpl 'Boxer ' Dundas from 
8 Sig Regt. 

CADET VI IT 
3 August aw a visit of the Cadet Force from Hele' School, 

Plymouth (the FofS's old school). The Cadet spent the morning 
eeing the main complex, comms complete, ERV and 434. All seemed 

to enjoy the visit and some were lucky enough to drive a 436. (The 
girl were not the worst drivers.) Most of the cadets were surprised to 
ee what varied trades were available within the Corps and are now 

con idering a career in it. The photo hows the Sqn Comd Maj Andy 
Field presenting an Op Granby plaque to Lt Col Tony Williams during 
the visit. 

Maj Andy Field presents Lt Col Tony Williams with an Op Granby 
plaque 

EXERCISE DECI DREAD 
Lt Christian Ardley RAEC OIC, SSgt Bill Surman REME UEL, Cpl 
Andy Spider Spink Rock Leader, Cpl Jim Green Sun Dodger, LCpls 
Dean Booker and 'Shag' Bronniman. 

Ex Deci Dread was an Adventurous Training Exercise in Sardinia 
planned in three phases: seven days Trekking; three days'R & R and 
three days Rock Climbing, but like most things military, subject to · 
amendments. 

After a delayed take off from Bruggen, we arrived at RAF 
Decimomannu and greeted by two staff members of British 
Expeditionary Base-Sardinia (BEB). One repaired Land-Rover later 
and we were on our way to the BEB where we were given an up-to-date 
brief and a change in our proposed trekking route. 

The following day we were driven to Olbia in the NE of the Island 
to commence phase I-walking to the West Coast of the island. After 
three days it was apparent that phases I and 2 would have to be 
combined. This was mainly due to the minor injuries, namely blisters. 
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Eventually we met the BEB staff at Sassiri for our lift back to the 
Villa. An overnight stop meant we had time for a decent meal (no 
more pasta-please) and to sort out any unnecessary kit before 
departure on phase 3. 

For this phase we were ably led by Cpl Andy Spink who with SSgt 
Surman managed to find some impressive pieces of rock for us to 
climb. However we soon discovered that after midday the rock was 
too hot to climb, which meant an afternoon of swimming and 
snorkelling . This also gave SSgt Bill Surman and LCpl Shag 
Bronniman a chance to impress everyone with their high diving act 
(next stop Acapulco!) . 

All too soon our time had run out and we had to return. The next 
morning we returned to RAF Decinomannu to discover that our 
aircraft was unserviceable; 'you' ll have to hang around'. So we hung 
around for some eight hours later when we heard that not only was 
the plane 'fixed' but we were going to be fed . 

On arrival at Bruggen there was a noticeable lack of transport 
heading for Soltau and so after some quick phoning we scrounged a 
lift to Osnabruck with 212 Sig Sqn where we joined our own 
transport. Finally getting home at 0430 hrs with an 8 o'clock briefing! 
Alarm clocks were set! 

Sardinia was an experience, not to be forgotten , in one of the few 
really wild places left in Europe. Everyone we met was friendly and 
helpful, we not only enjoyed ourselves but we all learned something 
as well. 

PS: The BEB staff a re mainly Corps people so talk to your boss 
about a three month detachment there! 

SHQ 

212 (12 Armd Bde) Sig Sqn 
BFPO 36 

Sqn Comd Maj D. E. Rowlinson 
2IC Capt M. G. Hanson 
SSM W02 (SSM) T. Smith, YofS W02 (YofS) R. K. Perry, FofS SSgt 
(FofS) I. Rutherford, SQMS SSgt (SQMS) K. Dunk. 

GOODBYES 
We say farewell to Capt ' Nick' Romans the 2IC who is off to The 

Royal School of Signals. We also lose SSgt (FofS) 'Mick' Dighton to 
19 Inf Bde and SSgt 'Mick' Parrish who is off to put the MoD in order 
on promotion to SSgt. 

HELLOS 
Welcome to Capt Matt Hanson joining us from York and to SSgt 

(FofS) Ian Rutherford. 

The pace increases as the Squadron prepares for battlecamp, 
exercises and reforming to 4 Armd Bde. Accompanied with this 
change of title as also a change of abode. Although not for the whole 
Squadron, it's on the move within barracks to more prestigious 
accommodation. Combining this with the anticipated increase in 
establishment should provide an interesting time ahead. 

ADVENTURE TRAINING EX DECI DIARY 
This expedition was organised by 2Lt Richard Rumsey, but he had 

to pull out due to injury and it was left to Lt Cathro to lead us to 
sunny Sardinia. The 'Seven' consisted of Sgt Steve Jackson, Cpl Dave 
Allen (on loan from 11 Sig Regt), Cpl Kyle Barker, LCpl Laura 
Hughes, Sigs 'Windy' Gale, Jim Hardy and Dvr Wood . 

The expedition left RAF Bruggen on 11 Aug 92 and we finally 
touched down at RAF Decimanau with temperatures in the high 70s. 
On arrival at the expedition Villa. Lt Kate Pope gave Fidel and his 
seven the initial briefing with the parting words, 'Your transport 
departs at 0900 hrs in the morning ... ' 

Due to the intense heat on the first day we had to stop climbing at 
midday and resume again at 1700 hrs when the rocks cooled down. 

The second day started early with a cold shower and a 3km trek over 
golden sands, to a piece of sheer rock face near the sea. Cpl 'Dave' 
Allen (the duty spider man) came out with the useful quote 'It's okay, 
if you fall you'll only land in the sea'. He forgot to mention the rocks 
on route. 

After the midday break it was LCpl Laura Hughes' turn to climb 
Due to editorial control most of her comments could not be printed, 
but imagine the scene as she started off nice and calmly, then all of 
a sudden disco legs kicked in, followed by 'Where did you say the foot 
hold was'. All this with Sig 'Windy' Gale on the safety rope saying 
'It's okay, I've got you'. 
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Not to be outdone by the lads she managed to conquer the ro k. On 
her return to earth, her reply :was ' I like coming do.wn better than 
oing up'. As we started to en.JOY, a. well e.arnef eve.nmg i;iea! at the 
~ p si te the PA sprang into hfe Bmgo Bmgo ; on mvest1gauon Cpl 
'Kami Clauso' Barker found the camp site bar filled with hundreds of 

Ye . . ' Italians playmg Bmgo . . 
We broke camp on the 3rd day and moved to Pedra Longa, a mce 

4 hr drive in the back of 110 Land Rover around country roads to the 
new camp site . . . d 

T 0 days of excellent climbing was had by all with a fmal goo 
b ·eV:I However not for Lt Dave Cathro who decided to do a forward 

a s 1 
• ' • 'l d'd ' th t ' he abseil resulting in a sudden stop. After saymg 1 n t expect a . 

didn't see the funny side when LCpl Laura Hughes .on s~fety, 8:1d 
' It's OK Sir, I've got you', Sgt Steve Jackson shoutmg, Smile Su, 
you're on candid camera' . 

Sig 'Windy' Gale puts on a brave face fo r the photo 

It was time to move again, this time to the unknown. Lt Dav~ 
Cathro , acting as MT9· went to fi nd some transport. He returne 
with a fully air conditioned Mercedes ~oach. . . . . 

We set off for a quaint little mount~m top away from c1v~1s~uint 
or so Lt Cathro thought. Once we arnved, the recce team le Y g 
Steve Jackson and consisting of Cpl Daved ABllen .andh LC~eL!~~ 
Hughes came across a small village calle anm w ere 
welcomed enthusiastic~ly by the locals.h al 1 k but by three 

Another early mornmg call , not by t e arm c oc • . 
wild boars who decided they wanted to share the same c~mthsite ·~J 

s The were followed by a herd of sheep and a sheph~r · e wt 
bo

0

ar dicided that Sig Jim Hardy's sleeping bag was big enough to 

th~~~~ t~~~j;~~~in . The driver from the ".ilia collected us and we 
re ared for the long journey across the hills and sha~p bends to 

talf gary Lt Dave Cathro disappeared to recce the locat1o~s ~or th~ 
day' s cli~b and to find accommodation; he somehohw loca.teal to: s~~e 

· b h d an Italian Army Camp. Due to t e arnv . 
~d:~~ ~:~op3;° we were moved from the transit accommodation to 
th~ Medical c~ntre . This was not rumoured to allow LCpl Laura 
'DemiJohn' Hughes to dry out. 

Driver Wood getting to know the locals 
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Waiting for transport outs ide the Caserme Ederee 

As the day progressed the cl imbing got harder as the standard of the 
climbers improved. h k' d h e 

After returning to the Villa it was time to sort out t e il an av 
a little R & R. . · d 11· ound We had an enjoyable fortnight , chmbmg an trave . mg ar 
Sardinia, and would like to thank Cpl Dave Allen ~or commg from~~~ 
UK to make the trip possible and to 2Lt Richard Rumsey 
organising the epic journey. 

RETIREMENT 
WE SPEC\AL12E \N 

MAX\M\ \NG 
lNCOME 

I 
AND GRO\\TH l 

HOW? 
• By structuring your affairs in the most tax 

efficient way 
• By providing independent advice on the most 

suitable investments for your needs 
• By aimmg to make your capital grow to combat 

inflation and increase income m the future 
Lomond Asser Managemenr 15 one of the larger 1ndependen1 financial 
advisors in the U.K., and 99% of the people "'~see find our counselling 
services helpful For full derails please conracr: 

--~- ------- - -- -- -- --- -- - ---- - , 
1 

To· John Bell Lomond Asset Managemenr Lrd 
. 84 Coombe Road, ew Malden, Surrey KT3 'IQS 

NAME ........... .......................................................................... .. 

ADDRESS ............ .............. ........................................ ..................... .. 

POSTCODE ............................................ ........................................ . 

TELEPHONE No ........... ................................................... ...... ... .. .. 
A Member of IMRO W 

4 17 



VI IT OF CGS 
n Thursday 8 October the Regiment was vi ited by a past 

Comm8;nder GOC of 2 Inf Div, Gen Sir Peter Inge GCB, ADC, Gen, 
The Chief of the General Staff. Having been met by the CO, Lt Col 
~onion Hughe , and the RSM, WOl (RSM) Geoff Ellis , the COS 
m pected a Ceremonial Guard commanded by the P rovost Sergeant 
gt Alan Donald on . In front of the new MT complex the Generai 

then addres ed the Regiment and emphasi ed the key role that 2 Sig 

The CGS has a friendly word with LCpl Smudge Smith of 1 Sqn, 
part of the Ceremonial Guard 

~egt has in suppon of the recently formed ACE Rapid Reaction 
orps. He expla!ned that c2 and communications are central to the 

~cces~ of a ~ulu~auonal formation and that he had every confidence 
hat J ecs~kd1ers m the Regiment could meet the challenging tasks 

a ~ · also com.mented on how pleased he was to see the 
Regiment proudly weanng the 2 Division emblem-the Crossed Keys. 

Gen Sir Pet.er Inge GCB ~DC Gen at the new Regiment MT 
Complex, with fl to RJ: Mai Gen Mike Walker CBE (GOC EDist) 
Lt Col G?rdon Hughes (~0), .Maj (Retd) Jim Thornton (Project 
Staff Officer), CGS, Mr Chve Nicholls (Project Manager) and W01 

(RSM) Geoff Ellis 
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2 Sig Regt 
York 

Gen Inge then formally opened the brand new Regiment MT 
complex! the history.of which goes back to 1983, when the then 2 
Armd J:?iv HQ and Sig Regt moved from Bunde to York, to become 
2 I~f Div HQ and Sig Regt. 

S1;Xty-fi~e secure garages were reacquired to accommodate the 
Regiment s brand new trun.k communications system, Ptarmigan. 
. In late 1994,. ~ Sqn, 2 Sig Regt will move from its present home 
m. Colerne to JOm ~s .here . . BY the time it arrives , we shall see an 
extended RI;IQ building with new training facilities, a modern 
accof!lmodatlon bl?ck and a brand new technical workshop. Last and 
certamly not least m the RSM's view, we will have a shiny and s'mart 
new Parade Square. 

. Af~e.r a brief !ook around the buildings themselves COS completed 
his v1s1t to 2 Sig Regt. ' 

INTER-SQUADRON SWIMMING/ BASKETBALL 
COLERNE 
h This year the Int.er-Squadron swimming and basketball events were 
Ros~ed by 2 Sqn m Colerne. It was the first time that the whole 

egimen.t had c<;>mpeted against each other and those from York 
were a httle anxious about the unknown phenomenon of 2 Sqn in 
Colern~ .. These fear~ w~re proved to hold substance as 2 Sqn won both 
compet1t1?ns ~t their firs t attempt. 

The ~wJmrnmg was a very close affair. 3 Sqn got off to a perfect 
stan with 2Lt Dan Spacie and Cpl Richard Bell setting the pace over 
a v~ry fast 50rn fr~estyle event. However, 2 Sqn soon started to claw 
their way back with not!!fible performances from Sgt Pete Taylo 
LCpl Steve Godfrey and Sig Ian Herriot in the butterfly freestyle and 
~acks.troke events respectively. All was not lost by 3 Sq~ and they put 
m a fmal burst to come within !12 point of 2 Sqn with just the relays 
to run . The medley relay result confirmed that 2 Sqn had wo 
although 3 .Sqn won the freestyle relay quite convincingly. n 

The .cham o f command relay proved more difficult than the 
compeutors had expected but with strong swims by Maj Jim ' fish' 
~~k3 aSd R_SM '~ha~ky' Ellis, the result was a close and exciting one 
WI Qn. JU St p1ppmg 2, I and HQ Sqns to the prize 

The Reg1me~tal ~wimming officer was pleased to se~ such a high 
stand.ard of SWlm!IDng and once the Regimental swimming team has 
had time to form 1t appears that it will soon establish itself as a tough 
team to beat. 

Whilst .the swimming was being decided in the pool there was a 
~attl~ rtgsmg on the basketball coun between the two clear favourities 

an qns. However, 2 Sqn's well drilled team captained by S t 
Patil C~?tiles yroved too strong for the opposition and ended t:e 
competition ~t~ a fine display of controlled basketball against 3 Sqn 
eventually WJnnmg 24-3. ' 

Wefwou.ld like to thank the staff of 21 Sig Regt for allowing us the 
use o their superb gym, swimming pool and staff. 

STOP PRESS 
As a final ~ord, congratulations to our CO, Lt Col Gordon 

Hughes, on be1~g selected to fill the appointment of Colonel PB! 1 
and also to MaJ Andy Forster, presently at RSRE Malvern selected 
to command the Regiment from next March . ' 

CORPS GOODS 

b 
Gododds are sold from the Museum. Orders/ enquiries should 

e a ressed to: 
Corps Enterprises, Royal Signals Museum Blandford 

Dorset DTll 8RH, or by Telephone (0258) 525Sl Ext 2413 ' 
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THE MASTER OF SIGNALS' VISIT 
On 23 September the Master of Signals, Maj Gen A. C. Birtwistle 

CB CBE DL visited the Regiment for the last time in Korbecke. His 
visit aim was to meet all members of the unit within their working 
areas . He was able to inspect our preparation for a fly forward 
Divisional HQ and airportable trunk equipment. Meanwhile Mrs 
Birtwistle was given a guided tour of Soest and had lunch with 
Officers and Warrant Officers wives in the Officers' Mess. 

The Master lunched in the Sergeants' Mess where he presented SSgt 
Gordon Duke ACC with the Meritorious Service Medal and Long 
Service and Good Conduct Medals to Sgt David Marshall, W02 
Michael Cooper and Sgt David Jones ACC . 

The Master of Signals w ith medal recipients 
L to R: Sgts David Marshall, David Jones AAC , W02 Michael 

Cooper RCT and SSgt Gordon Duke ACC 

SAN SEBASTIAN BARRACKS OPEN DAY 
On a weekend in September the Regiment held an open day within 

San Sebastian barracks. We invited Comd Comms !(BR} Corps (now 
the ARRC), Brig A. Schuler and he kindly agreed to present Gulf War 
medals . Just to make sure everyone had a busy weekend we also 
invited our Old Comrades association from UK and twenty four 
members attended a full and enjoyable weekend. 

The Ceremonial parade included a march past in slow time and the 
presentation of one hundred and eighty medals; who said the 3rd 
Division was not in the Gulf? 

Brig A. Schuler congratulations Sig Kirby on presentation of the 
Gulf Medal 
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The Open Day was then opened by Caroline Schuler and mcluded 
a free-fall parachute display by the Joint Service Parachute Centre 
Bad Lippspringe, a marching musical pageant by the band of the 
Royal Hussars, a display by the RAF Police Dog team and many other 
activities and stalls. 

The weekend for the Old Comrades carried on with a Church 
Service on Sunday morning and a spectacular rugby match which \\a~ 
the 'management' versus the 'workers', to be unkind the old ver us 
the bold. The result was close but the officers and senior ranks came 
out on top! 

On Monday the Old Comrades disappeared leaving the bar profits 
in the Messes and Clubs greatly boosted , and a lot of people very 
famil iar with the D Day story of the 3rd Division signallers. 

Mrs Caroline Schuler opens the San Sebastian Barracks fete with 
help from RSM and CO 

A group of Old Comrades at the Open Day 

EXERCISE ELIPTICAL TRIANGLE 
Ten members of 2 Sqn went to the South of France to canoe the 

River Ubaye. For two weeks the weather was beautiful and alpine 
scenery superb. Sgt Graham Weavers instructed the group of mixed 
abilities. We started on day one on Le Lac de Serre Poncon where we 
practised capsize drills and tried to perfect canoeing in a straight line. 
By day three we had moved on to Grade Two conditions on the River 
Ubaye and were practising ' breaking in and out' of the current. We. 
then did fer: y glides and used our capsize drill to good effect. Over 
the week the skills and confidence of the group grew. Everyone was 
happily canoeing the 7-IOkm stretches on qrade Three river by the end 
which is adventurous and spectacular white watl'r. 
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Three member· of the team ig 'Robbo' Robert on, LCpl 'Clive' 
Watters and Lt 'Julie Andrew ' Hyde reached the Joint Services 
Canoe Proficiency tandard, ig Murphy unluckily broke the top of 
t\\O of hi finger when hi hand was caught between rock and canoe. 
E\eryone had a great time and the group all returned well tanned. 

ch"'arzenegger had nothing on the bulging biceps after seven days 
hard canoeing. 

E CON 92 
For this year's Environmental Competition, 3 ADSR chose to 

tran form the quarry near Salamanca Barrack Ammunition 
Company into a nature re erve. The project leader was Lt Liz Hyde 
of ovember Tp 2 qn . 

~ 

Lt Liz Hyde with her helpers for ENCON 92 

The Quarry is owned by the Bundesforstamt and will be handed 
o er to the local conservation group, the Arbeitsgemeitischaft 
Biologische-Umweltshulz (ABU) when Salamanca Barracks are 
vacated in 1993. The ABU did not have the resources or manpower 
to tackle the project and was delighted when 3 ADSR expressed an 
interest. 

Work began in September and continued through the month at 
weekend , sports afternoons and during Squadron Commander's 
clisposal. The first job involved the local Bad Sassendorf Fire Service 
working at Salamanca airfield which generously pumped out the lake 
water, approximately 40,000 cubic litres in total, into a nearby stream 
The LAD then rolled in with its Foden to extract three cars, numerous 
mopeds, bicycles, oil drums, a double bed and tank tracks from the 
muddy pond. It was assisted by a foot team from 2 Sqn equipped with 
wellies and rubber gloves. 

The most arduous task was the removal of thorn bushes from the 
valley sides and floor to allow a rich alkaline grassland to establish 

The Mohne Challenge 
C.pls Robinson and Budding lead off for a 1 Okm bergen run 
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(lots of environmenta l green points!). A team of volunteers 
predominantly from the thoroughly bribed November Tp gradually 
hacked through the jungle armed with machetes, chainsaws and 
scythes . The felled thorn bu he were then used to block up 
unauthorised entrance to prevent motorcyclists disturbing the 
wildlife. 

By the end of the month the quarry was a transformed place and 
will hopefully be a flourishing nature reserve. The project won a 
special prize of DM500 from the Divisional adjudication team. 

206 SIGNAL QUADRON 

6th ARMOURED BRIGADE DISBANDMENT PARADE 
6 Armd Bde is the first Brigade in Germany to disband and the 

Parade took place in the quiet rural Albuhera Barracks in Werl. The 
Brigade has a hi tory dating back to 1808 when it was first formed and 
placed under command of the 2nd Inf Div, with which it was to 
remain until 1970. T his is the longest a sociation between a brigade 
and a division in British Military history. The Brigade fought with 
distinction during the Peninsular and Crimean campaigns, the South 
African War, the Great War and the Second World War. 

206 Sig Sqn (Inf Bde Gp) was formed in 1959 from 6 In f Bde Sig 
Sqn. Jn the following decade the Squadron was stationed in both UK 
and in Germany, finally settling in Soest in 1971. The Armoured 
Brigade Headquarters and Signal Squadron, under various titles, has 
been here ever since. As a result of defence cuts in the late 1970s 
Brigades were restructured into divisional task forces and 206 Sig Sqn 
became Task Force Foxtrot Sig Tp. 

In January 1981 the Squadron reformed as 206 (6 Armd Bde) Sig 
Sqn. For five years 6 Armd Bde undertook the trials into airmobility 
and the Signal Squadron was re-titled 206 (6 Airmobile Bde) Sig Sqn. 

With a splash of colour the massed bands from the Brigade's major 
units marched on parade leading nearly seven hundred soldiers from 
all cap badges that make up the formation. It was a warm and close 
day but heads were held up high with pride as the standards and 
colours from the 3rd Royal Tank Regt, the 3rd Bn the Royal Regt of 
Fusiliers and the 1st Bn the Devonshire and Dorset Regt marched on. 

The Inspecting Officer was the 1st British Corps Commander, Lt 
Gen Sir Jeremy Mackenzie and Maj Gen Helmut Willmann, 
Commander 7 Panzerdivision presented awards on behalf of the 
German Government. The Squadron contingent accepted the 
Fahnenband for service in Germany on behalf of the Brigade HQ. The 
parade included a short service of remembrance followed by a drive 
past and a helicopter fly past. 

After lunch the Brigade relaxed to enjoy a village fete atmosphere 
with families until the Retreat Ceremony brought the sad but proud 
day to a close. 

206 Sig Sqn now lives on as a sub unit of 3 (UK) Division HQ and 
Signal Regiment. Their new role is providing the armoured rear HQ, 
the DAA HQ and other wheeled HQ communications facilities 
required in the Division. They will move to Bulford with the main 
body in February 93. 

Lt Gen Sir Jeremy Mackenzie accompanied by Brig Chris Elliot 
speaks to W02 (SSM) Les Allen 
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HQ SQUADRON 
Sqn Comd 
21C 
SSM 

Maj P. Goss Glosters 
Lt S. Kaye RPC 
W02 (SSM) K. Winkles. 

It is rare for HQ Sqn to be together. in one place. We ne~rly 
achieved it with a Squadron photograph with 136 officers and soldiers 
athered on the square. We may not all wear the same cap badge but 

!e are all part of the Signal Regiment. 
An internal reorganisation has brought TM _Tp to the ~quadron 

from 3 Sqn. Its expertise, especially on the sportmg front, will be very 

welcome. h R · • 
The Squadron started this year'~. Parashot (t _e egim~nt 

parachuting and military skills compet1uon) as defen_du~g champions 
and it was hoped that we could field two teams. lnJunes and other 
commitments took their toll and the eventual team members were; 
SSgt Sleeman, Sgt Dunbar, LCpls Watson, Jackson, Cfn Barnes and 
Dvr Crossman. · h. d 

The big day dawned and the HQ team were drawn to Jump t 1_r . 
The standard was extremely high with only seconds between the first 
four teams with HQ Sqn placed fourth. The 15km patrol course w_as, 
if anything, even more demanding than last ~ear's, .encompasslDg 
various tasks ranging from helicopter handling drills and CQB 
shooting to vehicle recovery. . 

The team performed really well, finishing second on checkpomt 
scores. Unfortunately our slightly slower time releg~ted us to fifth 
position overall, the points difference being o_nJy marg1Dal between the 
teams which showed the quali~y of the ~old1er,s who took_ part. 

Our congratulations to 200 Sig Sqn, this year s worth~ "."IDners, and 
thanks to Maj Goss, who set up. the whole competition and the 
members of the Squadron who provided the base camp support on the 
day. Next year's Parashot is already being _taJ.ked about and HQ Sqn 
wiJI be mounting an all out effort ~o regam .1~s trophy . 

Fund raising for charity is somethlDg we British are good at and HQ 
Sqn is no exception. On 29 May 1992 a 60 ton crane turned up at the 
gates of Hammersmith Barracks. It struggl~d throu~~ the gates and 
parked on the square where the operato~ raised ~he Jib \o 50m. Yes, 
bungee jumping has come to 4 Armd Div and ~1g Regt. . 

Various vendors and stall holders set out their wares and the Jazz 
band of the 9/ 12 Lancers opened the proceedings . Led by Sgt Mark 
Hayward several of the ' madder' members (and_ we ~ave a few) leapt 
from the top of the crane attached only by a 4 ID w1d~ ~ubber band. 
By 1600 hrs 75 jumps had taken place and the magmf1cent sum of 
DM400 raised. Mrs Val Goss received a cheque for DM2000 on be
half of Guide Dogs for the Blind and. Frau, Grupe _and Dr Urban 
also received DM2000 for the Stadt Children s Hospital. 

ln August the Squadron bade farewell to our _MTO, Capt D. C. 
Cleeton DEM RCT, who was posted to the TSU ID Cyprus. Capt A. 

Presentation of cheques to representatives of Children ' s Ward , 
Kreiskranhenhaus, Hertford . . 

L to R: Frau Grupe, Herr Urban, Sgt Hayward (organite;l·tc;~~ 
Trish Nicholls (Administrator Bradley Centre) and Mrs 

(Manageress Bradley Centre) 
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T. G. Ravera, his successor, was latterly in Duisbur~ ~here his main 
occupation was to disband 35 Sqn RCT. We hope this is not an omen 
for the future. . 

On a recent visit to Herford the Master of Signals opened the new 
Birtwistle Restaurant. The ACC have been copi~g, over. the la~t few 
months, in some very difficult conditions and !t 1s. to their credit that 
they managed to keep such high standards. It s mce to see the chefs 
smiling again. . 

Our new RMO, Capt Paul Cawston, joined 1 Sqn for his first tas~e 
of the Regiment during the annual Battle Camp. Keen to use his 
medical skills he stopped to treat a 'casualty' as they appr_oached <_me 
of the ranges. Unfortunately this was directly in the lme of fire. 
'Evacuate him!' screamed the SSM and to demonstrate grabbed the 
victim by the collar and dragged him away. 'Now that's how you do 
it' he continued as the poor 'casualty' lay, .blue in the face, to~gue 
hanging out and fighting for breath, now ID need of some serious 
medical attention! · · E 

HQ Sqn will not be the same with the departure of MaJ Vic bbens 
MBE Queens, the QM, after 32 years of service: He _and the Sqn 
Comd Maj Goss were a formidable double act which will be h~rd to 
follow. Maj Alex Grant MBE A&SH has now arrived, from M1Dden, 
to take over. 

1 
· b t 

There are always too many hellos and farewel s to menuon u a 
thank you must go to all those, past and present, who have made HQ 
Sqn as good as it is. 

!SQUADRON 
Sqn Comd Maj New~ham . 
2IC Capt Lewis/Lt Tomkms 
SSM W02 (SSM) Reith, SQMS SSgt (SQMS) Pickees, FofS W02 
(FofS) Fitzgerald, SSgt (FofS) Bason, YofS SSgt (YofS) Rose, SSgt 
SSgt Newell, MT Sgt Sgt Dyson Trg NCO Sgt .cawson. . 

Congratulations to the SSM W02 (SSM) Reith and Moira on the 
birth of their baby daughter, Lorna and to the Yof~ SS~t (Y ofS) Rose 
and Dawn on the birth of their baby daughter, Victoria. 

PROMOTIONS · h 
Sgt Cawson has moved from Jaguar Tp on promotion to t e 

clizzying heights of SHQ Tp to try and ma~e order out of the chaos. 
Sgt Wardle has now received his promou_on although he has ~eed 
doin a Sergeant's job since he has been 1!1 the Squadr_on-~ on 
conJatulations from us all and good luck m your new JOb with the 
MT. 

HELLOS , h o F d Welcome to the new FofS-FofS Bason, don t let t e z 0z o~S er 
you around too much. A welcome also to the new SHQ SNC - gt 
Newell and good luck! 

GOODBYE 
Goodbye to most of the Squadron, sorry, Troop-as most ~evert to 

their troop of origin, and a big goodbye gNoesdtoSJagu~~hTf2 wSi~ ~~;e 
aero s to 3 Sqn to form the new Trunk o e qn w1 · 

CHEETAH TROOP 
Tp Comd Lt Mannings 
SSgt SSgt Andy Brown 
Sgt Sgt 'Robo' Robson. · · t of 

The Champion Troop Competition involved us ID a vane Y 
activities including basketball where the troop has ha? ~~e, Ju~cess; 

Inter-Squadron athletics intro~uced the_ talents o P 
1
f d nny 

Barton to sprinting and he is now ID the Regimental Team-we one. 
The Bradley Centre charity day and the Inter-Squadron tug of war has 
ensured a busy time. 

DEPARTURES . E h"s 
Sgt Dougie Piper, on posting to Cattenck. Sgt J?hn . vars, t~f io 

YofS course and Cpl Weston to SHQ Tp. Lt Mannmgs 1s a so o 
BATUS. 

ARRIVALS d h. ·r 
The Troop would like to welcome SSgt Andy Bro~n. an . >S w1 ~ 

Michelle, Sig 'Robo' Robson and his ~fe Julie, Cpl A1d1~ Wil on an 
h. ·r Al LCpl 'Perv' Doyle S1gs Ron Aaronov1tch, Baker, 

1s w1 e ex, ct' LC 1 •y k. • Coates 'Spock' Theobald and his wife an P or 1e · 
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Od\\~ll. 

1.1 J. Ru~. en 
SSJ,!I A. Bi-onn 

HEILO L 
1 he Troop ''el ·omc Sjgs Webb, Brad le). Mai-sh. Randles. . t 

Ru ,ell and Sig nd) 'lluttle) who mu, t also be congramlated on h1 
marriage to the lo' ely Bridgette . 

GOODBYE 
.\. ·ad farew ell to Cpl • obby' Clarke and hi sidekick, Al Evans. 

They ha\'e gone but the workl0.1d li ve on! Also farewell to Sgt George 
Coffin. 

P THER TROOP 
Tp Comd 

gt 
Lt Gaul 

gt 'Woody' Power 

HELLO 
Hello 10 ~ ig 'Finbar ' aundes and his wife on posting fron:i 21 Sig. 

ig' andy' Rankin, hi wife a nd newborn baby daughter a rrive fro~ 
the factory. From SHQ Tp- ig Vicky Baines (now Warburton), Sig 
• cou e' Keelan and Cpl Wayne turley and hi trusty teed SCCI04. 

GOODBYE 
To LCpl Yuill and a fond fai-ewell 10 Sig 'Charlie ' Brown a he 

lea~e the Army. 

L TER-SQ ADRON FOOTB LL COMPETITION 
Set in the Garri on pitch, the Inter-Squadron Football Competition 

got under way on 2 September . The draw wa made at 1000. hrs under 
the uper\'i ion of Capt Bob O'Hara, we were drawn agamsl 2 Sqn 
and 211 ig Sqn. 

We played our fir t game against 211 Sig Sqn which we won 8-2 
with goal from: gt George Coffin. Cpl Dave McCulloch, LCpl 
Yorkie Coate , Cpl am Fauld and LCpl Ged Rock . 

We played our econd game again t 2 Sqn with just the one goal 
cored by Cpl Sam Faulds which put us into the final. 

The final brought u up again t the competition favouritie HQ Sqn 
led out by Cpl (now Sgt) ten Wardle who was put on free transfer 
from I qn. Contrary to pre-match expectations I Sqn matched HQ 
Sqn in e\ery depanmem. A goal from SSM Ke Winkles put HQ Sqn 
1- 0 up at half 1jme. In the second half HQ Sqn was awarded a 
di puted penalty with Cpl Eddie Leek allegedly bringing down SSgt 
Nimrod Waters. Up stepped teve Wai-die to take the penalty. Ju tice 
eemed to be done when he shi-ed the ball over the bar, this seemed 

to spin us on to gain the equaliser. In the dying minutes LCpl 'Yorkie ' 
Coate pounced onto a loose ball and hammered it pa t Cpl Robbo 
Robinson into the right hand corner of the net. This took the match 
into sudden death penalties. Agrun up stepped Steve Wardle 10 take 
the penalty. He hit a low hard shot to the bottom left hand corner 
which brought off a miraculous save from SSgt Andy Brown who 
omehow turned the ball over the bar. Then up stepped LCpl 'Yorkie' 

Coates to take I Sqn's penalty, the pressure was on him to score. He 
hit his penalty to the left hand side past the goalkeepers' disappearing 
dive, sealing the match to the delight of the crowd and his fellow team 
mates. Cpl Eddie Leek received the winning trophy. 

2 Q ADRO 
HQ TROOP 

Tp Comd Capt A. S. Williams 
SS 1 W02 (SSM) Bi-ay 
SQMS S gt ( QM ) K. Lewis, FofS SSgt {Fof ) I. Flippance, YofS 

gt (YofS) . Town end, Techs Sgt I. Tindale, MT Sgt P. Spry. 

ARRlVAL AND DEPART RES 
The Troop welcomes the following; Sgt Pete pry and his wife 

Julie, gt Ken Lewis and hi wife Debbie, Cpl Pete Lackenby, LCpls 
teve far hall and Mark Wright and welcome back 10 the Squadron 

to ig Jay Webb . 
Farewell to Maj . T. Moore who has gone to Civ Div. Also to Sgt 

Paul Knowle who has escaped to TM Tp and to Sgt McGowan. 
Finally goodbye to Cpl David Hutchinson, ig Billy Baker and LCpl 
Dave Hick on. 

Congrats 10 ig Mat 'Pop 'Tait and Kath on the birth of their baby 
daughter Nicole. 

Al (DI ' MAL ) TROOP 
Tp Comd Capt Tim Jones 
Tp Sgt gt Mark Richmond 
Tp Sgt gt Bob Ingle ant. 

The Troop would like lO welcome Sig Palin into the fold Farewell 
to LCpl Eddie Wearing and his wife. LCpl Gary Bews and heila have 
just added lo their family . 
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A2 \TAC HQ & SAN 642) T ROOP 
T p Comd Lt Paul Rennie 
Tp Sgt SSgt Tony Doherty 
Tp Cpl Cpl Hamish Hermiston . 

HELLOS AND FA REW ELLS 
warm welcome to ig Phil Jenkinson and his wife Elizabeth from 

8 Sig Rcgt. 
Farewell to two of A2's staunches t member in gt George Coffin 

and Andrea to I Sqn and Cpl 'Geordie' Nixon and Andrea to Berlin . 

A3 (RADIO) TROOP 
Tp Comd 
Tp gt 

2SQ ADRON 

LI tewart Moffat 
Sgt Gary Collin 

EXERCISE HOTFOOT QUADRANT 
This year's ummer camp was held in Bavaria from 17-30 August 

and was conducted at two cent re ; adventurous training at Sonthofen 
and an R & R centre a t Garmish . Exercise controller was Capt Andy 
William who also ran the Sonthofen hut . Sonthofen was home to the 
fo llowing in tructors: W02 (SSM) Ray Bray and ig Chester who 
succe sfully guided the canoeist along the Donnau on a three day 
expedition and some of the more lively waters in the Sonthofen area. 
Cpls Mark Wood and Chris Mclean wandered amongs t the mountain 
tops conducting three day expedition which proved very popular . 

The Regiment held a Batllefield tour on 10 September in the area 
of the Teutoberger Wald . The aim was to retrace the step of the 11 
Armd Div through Germany in 1945 . The presentation wa run by 
Maj Peter Walker (200 Sig Sqn) , Capts Andy Williams and Tim 
Jone . 

3 Q ADRON 
NOVEMBER TROOP 
Tp Comd 
Tp S CO 

Lt . J. Allan 
Sgt K. Snell 

ARRIVALS AND DEPARTURES 
Over the pa t months the troop has seen many changes with five 

new faces; welcome 10 Sigs Blears, Harris, Slocombe and Howe all 
from 8 Sig Regl and Sig Phillips from 211 Sig Sqn. It is always sad 
to ee on old face go even if it was Sig 'Streaky' Whithead ' s, you will 
be adly missed and good luck to you . 

HOW I BECAME AN ARMY CHAMPIO 
by Sig Yarnell 

l started parachuting by chance, having volunteered to participate 
in a 4 ADSR parachuting and patrolling competition . The training for 
this was a three week basic parachuting course, which I enjoyed very 
much. Much to my surprise I found my elf in the winning team. 

Spurred on by this success I discovered that the BAOR 
champion hips was to be held in Bad Lippspringe. The Novice 
accuracy competition was 10 be decided over eight rounds of jumps 
at a height of 3,200ft, the aim being to land as close as possible 10 a 
green mat inside a pil 25m wide. Having won the BAOR Novice 
accuracy ection I was encouraged to go further. 

The Army Championships was the next competition and with just 
three days to go I was given a flight to the UK. The rules were the ame 
as the BAOR competition and so I knew what to expect. So from 
my initial interest in a Regimental competition I went on to become 
the Army ovice champion and I hope to travel to Cyprus for a 
further competition. Perhaps this will lead on to me joining the Blue 
Helmets. 

JAGUAR TROOP 
Tp Comd 
Tp SSgt 

Lt Louise Tomkins 
Sgt Neil Fisher 

During the recent whirl of activity the Troop lo tits Tp SSgt-SSgt 
Mo fisher 10 Kiwi Tp. It was a short lived but memorable tour. The 
Troop would like to wish Mo and Michelle all the best. Welcome 10 

i3 'Stretch' Walker and his love for adventure, Sig 'Eddie' Edward 
who plays golf, Sig Perry from Panther Tp and Sig 'Dutch' Petty. 

A big welcome to Cpl Faulds and to LCpl Burrell. 
The Troop has said goodbye to founding members of Jaguar Tp; 

Cpl 'Geordie' Ridley who is posted to 2 Sig Regt 10 continue his 
football career, and ig 'Richie' Yeates who leaves to enjoy student 
life in Kent. gt 'Commander' Cawson has also left us on 
promotion-many congratulations from us all . 

Sig Mounsey has found his vocation in the Inter Troop Basketball 
Competition where the Troop managed to hold their own. Inter
Squadron athletics showed the hidden talents of LCpl ' Hutch' 
Hutchings and Sig 'Stretch' Walker who then went on to represent the 
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Regiment a t a thletics. Inter-Troop tug of war gave the Troop the 
opportunity to vent some anger and frighten MT and 2 Sqn (with 
encouragement fr.om the Boss 'o.ne, two, one, two ... ') . 

Jaguar T p has JUSt comp~eted Its move to 3 Sqn t~ become p~rt of 
the new T runk Node Sqn with l~e 2 Nod.cs from 2~ Sig Regt. _This has 
been a somewhat hecti ~ tim7, wnh gt f 1 her cunningly hanging on to 
various items and gelli ng nd of others, but now we are fully set up 
under the watchful eye o f SSf\1 Grandison an~ our new accommod
ation is absolutely gleaming with spit and pohsh . 

HQ 
Sqn Comd Maj Johnson 
21 Capt O' Hara 
SSM W02 (SSM) Grandison , SQMS Sgt ( QM ) Owen , FofS S. gt 
(I'of ) Keegan, YofS SSgt ~YofS) Shakespeare . 

T he arrival of Jaguar Tp mto the Squadron ens~ re~ t.hat the SQMS 
s gt 'Steve' Owen finally had to emerge from his h1~mg place. The 
preparation for Ex Autumn Start got under way m ear~est .and 
commined the 21C Capt ' Bob ' O' Hara to change the grmna~1um mt? 
an International Conference Centre. The SSM, W02 John Grandi
son fina lly lost a t squash in the Regimental Inter Troop Squash 
Competition , blamed mainly on the racq~el handle. ~ven though t~ e 
work commitment has increased dramatically, the h1 cr~chy arc soil 
manning the fort so the rumour about all of u volunteering fo r Phase 
2 redundancy is to stop. 

200 (20 Armd Bde) Sig Sqn 
BFPO 41 

Sqn Comd Maj P. G. Walker 
2IC Capt A. R. Blackwell 
SSM W02 (SSM) W. Watts, FofS SSgt (fofS) A. Owen , Y?fS gt 
(YofS) R. J. Darlington, SQMS Ssgt (SQMS) M. Cook, Chief Clerk 

gt D. Rogers. d h f 
The last few months has seen the Squadr~n sp~ea to t e our 

corners of the world-literally! We've had soh~e~s m Kenya as part 
of a tri-service expedition, a Squad~on-run :xped1t1on to. the Pyrenees, 
our summer camp which saw us d1sappeanng to Bavana, the. ann~al 
battle camp at Haltern ran~es an_d a trip to Berlin by the sw1mmmg 
team for the BAOR champ1onsh1ps . 

EXERCISE PARA GAUNTLET 
In the early hours of Sunday morning our proud heroes. departe? 

for the mountains of Bavaria and Ex Para Gauntlet. !he ~1m of this 
exercise was to leap off mountains with ~>nly a g~onf1ed silk sh~e.t to 
prevent their peedy re-acquaintance w11h gr~v 11 y . It was rammg. 
Things did, however, improve an~ the _entire week wa perfect 
paragliding weather with the only ram falling at mght. . b 

Our first le son, a hefty book on the theory of parafhght, . u~ 
all was not lost-out came the parachutes. Th~ term ground t~a1~mg 
was now introduced, this consisted of runmng at full

11
spe\· own 

a entle incline trying desperately to fly, u_naw~re t at t is. was 
nor actually the aim of the exercise. It '~as at this P.omt that the h1dien 
extra of paragliding was discovere?, fitness trammg, we now ha to 
carry the parachute back up the hill. . . 

We continued to hope, the team moved to a sm!"~ h1ll~ck, the ume 
to fly had arrived. The first man off, a German trammg wit~ the teamd 
promptly broke his ankle. Worried-not us! Sgt Ken McG1~r stepp~ 
up to the starting line, the moment ?f tr~th h~d c~~ec~\ ~~:;00~ went, the first to fly . It was at this ~omt t at 1g n . rk 
displayed his own unique style of landmg, known as the skid ma 

la;?~~g~eek continued with the flight getting longe~ and. hi~her. each 
day SSgt (fofS) Andy Owen found a way of extendmg his tl~e m the 
air ·Lt Mark Cornell must also get a special mennon f?r his m~n~ 
att~mpts to land on people. We ?idn't fl~ from the Zugsp1tz as we a 
dreamt of, but we certainly enjoyed flymg. 

ALPHA TROOP 
Tp Comd 
Tp SSgt 

Lt D. A. Craft 
s gt N. Thomas 

EXERCISE WHITE GAUNTLET · · k 
Ex White Gauntlet was Alpha Tp's adventurous tra1111ng tee 

which saw us globe trotting around the world (well, at lea t as ar a 

Ba~~~~~!~. low start in which w~ travell.ed in r.hree car ~~le~~~ ~~rr~t~ 
we eventually arrived in Garm1sh, a hule bit w~ary~ovin our local 
high. Im~edia.tely t.he group s~ to wo~~a~r ~filiams g and 'Faz' 
relationship with S1gs A. B. rnwn, 
fazackcr ley leading the way! 
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Relaxing after a hard day' s water sports 

During the week we mountain biked on the Zugspitz, a feat not to 
be taken lightly, visited Dachau and white w~ter _ rafted down the Inn 
River in Austria which was definitely the highlight of the wkeekh. h 

All in all it .;;a an extremely enjoyable and relaxed wee w 1c 
made a nic~ change from the scenery of the tank park . 

BRA VO TROOP · b E 
Bravo Tp deployed with the Squadron 1~ Se!)tem e: on x 

Quadriga Gallop . As everyone agreed, an exerci_se ~nh a _difference. 
The s uadron recreated a move that 11 Armd Div ~1d dunng the 2nd 
Worl~ War which proved to be interesting, especially when ;e. got 
issued with 'our rations, (Bully Beef onions ~nd potatoes). anous 
members from the system and radio relay secuon found they had ne~ 
skills, as they were all employed as radio operators, much to their 

de~t~\roop would like to say farewell to LCpl Ashfo_rd a~d fam~y 
who are living it up in the RCZ at 16 Sig Regt ~nd Sig D1lnot w o 
somehow managed to get himself posted to 15 Sig Regt. 

Just one new arrival to the Troop and that was LCpl_Robertson who 
arrived from 15 Sig Regt with a surprised look on his face. 

After a hard time on battle camp me.mbers ~f Bravo .TpTwhent do;r~ 
. S c P to AFRC Chiemsee m Bavaria. ere w 

~~rit~~~r s ~~~~rn :Cfer ranging from win?su~fi.ng and yachting on 
Lake Chi~msee to paragliding and mount~m b1kmg on the Alps, b~uJ 

f all the lad decided to turn their hand and eye to If 

~~:~h~ng by the side of the lake, at least. for t~de fir ~ day a£{~i;k 
A s ecial mention is needed for the mtrep1 exp orer~ 

Cornelt and Sig Chris Allgood ~h.o with no regard for their per onal 

safety com~l~ted a basic paraghd1~g cour~e. II and Cliff Smith. Cpl 
Other acuv1t1es were. l7d by Cpls. Nobbyh'lHaC I Smith led the all 

Hall led a cultural v1s1t to Mumch, w .1 e P . 
conquering vo!leyball team to v1icto~y agJ1 ~~tJ. ~~=~m,~~~~nf~ which 

All in all, it wa a. very re axe an 
everyone had a good time. · back from two 

And finally, 12 of our members have JU l come 
weeks trekking in the Pyrenee and five from Kenya. 

There' s always someone who needs to be carried! The Foreman 
helps out on battle camp 
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MA TER OF IG'.'IAL~' VI IT 
The, fa ter of ignal , \.faj Gen A. C. Birtwi tie CB, CBE, DL and 

Mrs Birtwistle vi ited the Regiment on 21 S ptember during their tour 
f Corp ' Units in BAOR. 
Mrs Birtwi tie met Nicola O'Connor in the Medical Centre to hear 

of the recent trip to Albania distributing relief aid to needy 
orphanages. The Ma ter and Mrs Birtwistle then joined soldiers over 
offec in the ocial Leisure and Amenilies Centre, Maresfield 

(SLAM). Mrs Birtwistle challenged the CO's wife, Mrs Liz Wills, to 
a bowling match on the Kegelbahn. Mrs Wills displayed her 
considerable ability when she knocked 10 of the 12 pins over on her 
fir t auempt! 

The Master visited the Regimental Square and saw the preparations 
for the Retreat Ceremony which took place the following evening, at 
which he was pre ent together with the Mayor of Herford, Herr Dr 
Klipp tein. 

While the Master was watching the military skills training classes in 
the Training wing under the guidance of Maj Alisdair Harrison, Sqn 
Comd Echo Sqn, Mrs Birtwislle took pan in a 0.22 shooting 
competition on the indoor range. Using an 'Elephant Gun' in a 
shooling competition her team, (which included Mrs Wills and Lt 
Angela Herbert) put the Regiment's female shooting team, led by SSgt 
Gosnell, to shame with a score of 85 out of 100. 

After a light lunch The Ma ter and Mrs Birtwistle went on to 4 
Armd Div HQ and Sig Regt. 

Members of Echo Sqn meet the Master of Signals in the Slam 

Mrs Birtwistle meets Sheila Brady (WRVS) in the Slam 
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7 Sig Regt 
BFPO 15 

THE RETREAT CEREMONY 
On 22 September the Retreat Ceremony was held on the Regimental 

Square at 7 Sig Regt. 
The crowd hushed as the smoke gradually spread over the Square, 

the spotlights illuminating the Staff Band of the Royal Corps of 
Signals as they marched on playing the 1812 Overture by 
Tchaikovsky. The Band was led by Sgt Keith Beasley, the drum 
major. He wielded his mace to a selection of traditional marching 
tunes. Maj David Wall , the director of music conducted the band 
from the podium throughout the Evening Hymn and Last Post. 

The Retreat Ceremony is held every year. lt is an event to which 
civilian guests are invited so that the Regiment may thank them for the 
help and support they provide throughout the year. The Master of 
Signals, Maj Gen A. C. BirtwistJe CB, CBE, DL and the Mayor of 
Herford Herr Dr Klippstein took the salute. This year was particularly 
poignant as the Regiment celebrated 40 years in the Barracks and its 
20th anniversary of the Granting of the Freedom of Herford. 

The Corps Band led by Drum Mayor Sgt Keith Beasley 

HQ SQUADRON 

CHANGE OVER OF RSM'S 
The Regiment says fa rewell to WOl (RSM) Mick Bohanan and his 

wife Jacqueline on posting to AFCENT. A warm welcome to 
WOl (RSM) Phil Cli.fford and his wife Anne who join us from 22 Sig 
Regt, we hope you enjoy your stay. 

QM TECH DEPT 
CONGRATULATIONS 

The depart~ent would like to congratulate Maj A. Hickling on his 
recent promotion . He now wears two hats, the other being OP's 
Officer . He will stay as QM until Capt Coffey arrives from 36 Sig 
Regt (V) . 

DEPARTURES 
We say farewell to Cpl Steve Allan, who has gone to 4 ADSR for 

his last six months before leaving the Army, we wish him and his wife 
Bianca all the best for the future. Also we say farewell to LCpl 
'Clarkie ' Clarke who has gone to 16 Sig Regt. Not quite the UK but 
his long weekends will be just a little longer . We wish him all the best. 

ARRIVALS 
We gain one for the price of two . Welcome to LCpl Terry Brice 

from 8 Inf Bde HQ and Sig Sqn, he is a retrade so he will need a bit 
of running in. We think that MT Acct would be just the job. 

We welcome Lt 'Chaz' Greig and his wife Margret from SHAPE. 

MT TROOP 
We say farewell to Capt ' the boy' Young and his wife Kim on 

posting to I I Sig Regt and LCpl Gaz Swailes on his posting to 
Northern Ireland . 

CONGRATULATIONS 
Congratulations to Cpl Moore on his recent wedding. 
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FOOTBALL 'WARRIOR THE DREAM TEAM' . 
The MT side have recently had a run of uccess under the reign of 

player manager Cpl Kev 'hitman' Hocking, beating teams like BFBS 
'Radio Stars' US Army and various other top class teams. But alas 
injury has taken its toll and key players like Cpl Kev Roberts, LCpl 
Andy Speirs and Dvr Gaz Lester have missed most of the season, so 
far. 

MIKE TROOP 
DEPARTURES 

As always a sorry time when you lose members of the Troop, but 
we wish the best to those on posting. Sgt Phil Johnson and his wife 
Gwen who are off to 15 Sig Regt, Sgt Pete Oldham and Cpl Hope 
both off to 21 Sig Regt (UK). 

ARRIVALS . 
Welcome to SSgt Mick Scott and his wife Marie from 15 Sig Regt 

and to LCpl Gilly Gilbert and ~is wife Monika oi:i loan from. the 
Regimental MT with the unenviable task of keeping our vehicles 
roadworthy. We hope you quickly settle in and enjoy your tours. 

PROMOTIONS 
Congratulations to the three Musketeers, McRostie, Duffy and 

Usher on their promotion to Corporal. 

Z TROOP k.dd' Lt Ian Parry, you can come back now. We were only i mg 
when we said the Falklands was a good place to get a t~n. The rest of 
the Troop personalities are Sgt Martin Allwork who 1s on Ex Lon.g 
Look in Australia, Sgt Keith Walters. and. Cpl Stapes .stap~et~n is 
posted to 4 ADSR on promotion, we wish him and his wife B1rg1t the 
best of luck. LCpl Neil Cawthorne who promises to pa~s a .BFT bef~re 
his tour ends. LCpl Den Thompson who has hai;ided ID his ccllecuon 
of light duties chits for a posting order to 15 Sig ~eg~. 

We say hello to SSgt (YofS) Jim Hanlon , and his w1.fe ~sley. We 
also say hello to newly promote~ Sgt Rob Eden and his wife Karen , 
congratulations on your promotion. 

Z Troop 
Back Row (L to R) : Cpl Stapleton, SSgt (YofS) Hanlon, LCpls 

Cawthorne and Thompson 
Front Row (L to R): Sgt Allwork, Capt Parry and Sgt Walters 

ONE SQUADRON 

SHTie Squadron supported the Arlillery on Ex. Whirly Gig and more 
recently had two platoons on Ex Woodland Fhght- a short but very 
intensive Battlecamp. Congratulations to both plato~nsf itt ~go~d 
effort but especially to the platoon under the c.o!11man o en Y 
Kirby (attached) who won the patrol compet1t10~ . I l SS t 

We welcome a new Foreman, SSgt (FofS) Ned _Heney, a so g 
Chris Smithson We bid farewell to SSgt (FofS) Phil Cooper who has 
hobbled off LO .14 Sig Regt via BMH Rinteln . 

We now look forward to the Orienteering Season (or at least the 
Sqn Comd Maj Simon Pur er does!) , RSIT and the Rugby s~ason . 
SSM Paul

1

Staynings has been selected LO Captain the Reg1.~e~.t 2nd 
XV, 'but will be watching the next few games from the 1 e me. 

TRUNK NODE 021 h 
We would like to congratulate Sgt Roy and Mrs Lyn Carter on t e 

birth of their son James. 
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We weicome SSgt ' Brummy' Cox, his wife Wendy and family. v.:e 
also welcome 2Lt Wendy Kirby, on attachment, and Cpl Jone and his 
wife Heike. . 

The Troop says goodbyes to 2Lt Greg Wil ·on who 1 going to 
RMCS and Sgt Roy Carter who is posted to TN025. 

TRUNK NODE 022 . . 
The Troop provided comms for the Gunners on Ex Whirly Gig. \V_e 

welcomed 2Lt David Seymour from Durham University OTC on his 
first visit to a Trunk Node and Troop life in the field. 

The next exercise was Ex Woodland Flight-Battlecamp. 2Lt 
Seymour took part in this as a section commander. It was arduous 
largely due to the hot weather. 

CONGRA T LA TION . . 
To LCpl Graham and Theresa Jenkins on the bi rt~ of Ada.~; to 1g 

Dave Harman on his promotion to LCpl and to Sgt Brumm1e Lawe 
on his promotion. The Troop wishes ' Brummie' and Anke all the be t 
on return to 16 Sig Regt. 

TRUNK NODE 023 . 
Summer Camp 1992 in the Harz Mountains was a nov~l expene~ce. 

Sgt 'Taff' Meadon demonstrated admirable death defying leaps into 
river or lake. al . C f s· 1 

We welcome Sgt Ken Campbell, Royal Austr 1an orps o 1gna s, 
on a three month auachment. 

Well done to LCpls Rob Green and Damon Walmsley . 
A warm welcome to Sgt Nick Bell and his wife. 
To LCpl Green and Mrs Green on the birth of Hayden. 
The Troop now buckles down for RSlT and the Rugby season. 

TRUNK NODE 025 . . 
The Troop has recently been bolstered by the arn~al of var~ous 

ranks and trades. LCpl Steve Humphries fro~ 16 Sig R~gt ~nngs 
some much needed height to the Rugby team. Sig Jame 0 !"ell! has 
hobbled across from TN 023 on a swap for our newly married L<;pl 
•Jonah' Jones. Congratulations to Jonah and Sue, we hope they enJOY 
married li fe in Herford . . 

Welcomes are also extended to Sgts Roy Carter and R.on AtklD on 
who have joined us from within the Squadron on promotion, toget.her 
wi th Sgt Jim Davidson. Congratulations to.Jim and ue on the birth 
of one rather eager Ryan Derek John Davidson. . 

Farewell to LCpl Paul Brannon who leaves for 16 Sig Regt and t.o 
Sgt Tony Sparkes who has taken early retirement- to further h1 
golfing skills. 

4 SQUADRON 
ARMY WOMEN'S 7 A SIDE HOCKEY TOURNAMENT 

The Regiment sent an elite squad of players to the .UK to compet.e 
in this annual event. After a few problems with the transit 
accommodation at Worthy Down the team set off for Aldershot ready 

for action . · I h d f r The team was placed in pool A (they had obvious Y ear o ou 
talent) and played six games on the first da)'.. Unfo~unately we ~o~ 
the first game 4-0 as we sorted out such mmor pomts such as o 
to hold a hockey stick and which way to shoot. However the st~ndard 
of play improved rapidly throughout the. day an~ scores agam~ us) 
lessened, thanks to some superb goalkeep1Dg by S~g Marshall (4 qn 
and a solid defence line up (Sig Trowell and 2Lt Kirby , 1 ~qn). At th

1
e 

close of play on Saturday the Regiment was placed 5th ID the poo , 
above 4 Sqn 16 Sig Regt. . k h. h d h 

Sunday morning brought rain but morale remamed s Y 18; an t e 
team played another six games. The standar~ of .hockey improved 
further still but alas the goal scorin~ capa~1ty did not. The team 
finished the tournament without sconng a smgle goal b~t were not 
last due to some excellent goalkeeping (when awake) by Sig Mars~all. 
Ou; final placing in the competition was 35th out of 42 teams (an we 
beat 4 Sqn 16 Sig Regt) . . d h · 

The tournament was a great success and has mcrease t e 1Dterest 
within the Regiment to have a women's h?Ckey tea!11 · Many thanks 

t go to YofS Dawson for his help with coachlDg and to LCpl 
;~ght and other drivers for getting us to Aldershot and back safely. 

6i~ai~~ Kirby; Vice Captain: LCpl Wright; Go~lkeeper: ig 
Marshall; Sigs Trowell , Back house, Barnes, Pte Healy, S1gs Smallman 
and Robinson. 
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8 Sig Regt 
Catterick Garrison 

OMING ND OING 
Friday 23 ugu t wa a ad day for 8 Sig Regt a it saw the 

departure of the C~, ol M. J. Ridlington and hi wife Pam after 
ihree yea~ al attenck. During hi tour Col Ridlinglon impler~ented 
!he notonou CO' Run, around the Catterick Training Area which 
h. _now bee!' comp!eied hy everal thousand Corps oldiers. Col 
R1dhngton will be mi sed y 1he orienteering team where he put in 
man~ worthy pe~forman~e and by the Cauerick Hash House 
~arn~r . The Regu:nent w1 hes 1he Colonel and his wife all the be t 
m 1he1r new home 1!1 London . We would like to welcome Col J. R. 
B. Cook to the Regiment. 

A happy Col Ridlington leaves the Regiment 

o sooner had Col Coo_k arrived than WOI (RSM) Fred Payet was 
po ted to 5 AB ~Q and Sig Sqn (216 Para) on commissioning. In his 
plac~ we woul~ hke to welcome WOl (RSM) 'Billy' Haslam and who 
1romcally has JUSt come from. 216 Sig Sqn (Para). ' ' 

. '!'he final fare~Yell to report 1s that of the SOinC who paid a farewell 
v1sll to the Regiment on 30 September. During his visit the SOinC 
pres.e!'ted the Gulf Medal to various members of the Regiment In 
addmon ihe Gulf Medal was presented to Mrs Shauna Olroyd \~fe 
of Cpl Olroyd, and the lm~erial Servi~e Medal to Mrs Moran'. wife 
of !he late_T.ed Moran for his long service as a civilian storekeeper in 
Trade Trammg School. 

The SOinC with members of the Regiment who received the Gulf 
Medal 

, Maj Gen R. F. L. Cook was given a farewell gift with the 
T~ompson' mouse: carv_ed on it, similar to the ones distributed at 

\anous and. someume illusive points in the Royal Signal Officers 
~e · He. will fondly remember trying to count all these mice in the 
· es durmg his days as a young officer in Catterick ! 

ACTIVITIES 

b 
1!1 between all these comings and goings the Regiment has been 

us1er than ever. 
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ADVENTURE TRAINING 
Physical activity ~as very n:iuch been to the l'ore once more this 

year. It all started with the umts participation in 'Race the Sun '. S t 
Dave Henry ~nd ~he lads from I Sqn with the help of the Regime~t 
team, had raised JUSt over £500 from sponsorship on the event. The 
money was recently presented to the Dales School in Morton on Swale 
by the CO. 

On he~ing . that I Sqn h!id managed to get the blood pumping 
through It vc:u~s 3 Sqn got 111 on the act. They organised a week of 
advent~re ~ra111mg at. Halton Training Camp in Lancaster. There was 
rock chmbmg, canoeing, mountain biking and windsurfing. Sgt 'Ash' 
A hley foun~ out who had the bottle when putting the lads and lasses 
through their Pl!-Ces on the rock climbing and Cpl Terry Crook 
brought the soldiers back from mountain biking rather saddle sore! 

AFF AS TROPHY 
The Affas Tr?phy is an Inter-Squadron military skills competition 

for female: sol~1er . The l~ams battled over the assau lt course and 
tested the1~ skills on the indoor range, first aid, observation and 
weapon .sk!lls, be~ore r~nning back to camp. Sigs Sarah Guthrie, 
Ann~ W1lk1e, Kerne Ewmgs and Sharon Rogers from 2 Sqn were the 
wmmng team 

It was now the turn of the rest of the Regiment. 
The Gor?ons Cup. was prc:sented to the Regiment by the I Bn 

Gordons H.1ghlands, m 1979, m recognition of co-operation between 
b<;>th uruts m Northern Ireland at the time. It is now presented to the 
w111ner ?f the Inter-Squadron military skills competition. 

The fir t phase was a cross-country march taking in obstacles on the 
way, fo~lowed by. four stands of NBC, first aid, weapon training and 
obervat10n and fmally a four mile run back to camp and the assault 
course. 

LCpl Sean Flemming is to be c?mmended in pioneering a walk
along-the-bottom-of-the-lake-techmque. Mention in despatches must 
also ~o to Cpl ·~abbage' Aitchison for 100% in NBC and Cpl Gazza 
Sutcliffe for h is mouth to mouth prowess. Cpl Scott Dickenson 
excelled on the observation test as he was able to give the female 
suspects colour of eyes, shoe size and phone number! The winning 
team was from Schemes Tp, HQ Sqn, led by SSgt Dave Fraser. 

LANYARD TROPHY 
~aving given t~e Regiment a refresher on military competitions 

an , those enthusiasts amongst us the bug again, a group of fanatics 
were pulled together under Capt Phil Wheeler for the Lanyard 
Trophy! 
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The Lanyard T rophy this year took place in the Black Mountains 
in Wales. We all decided that Wales is a lovely place, very scenic with 
miles of mountains just waiting to be explored. However in total 
darkness we set off on a long hard road. We started to climb up Sugar 
Loaf Mountain and then down the other side. We continued to go up 
and down for seven or eight hours. We did say the views were 
breathtaking- pity the mist was down and the visibility was only !Om. 
We eventually made the cut off time and Sgt 'Taff' Owens and three 
other gallant soldiers, Sigs Doc Savage, Dave McKay and Max 
Williamson pushed onto the fini sh . Unfortunately they were 
disqualified by coming off the hill s on the wrong side and not going 
through the last chc:ckpoint. However, all the team members are 
prepared to do it again next year . 

THE GREAT NORTH RUN 
Ex Winning Post VI was this years Great North Run which took 

place in Newcastle-upon-Tyne on Sunday 20 September. The 
Regiment were tasked to provide communications for this event. All 
the radio vehicles made it to their checkpoints along the 13 mile route. 
As we arrived at the start the CO Col J. R. B. Cook was already 
limbering up for the event 'only four hours to wait Sir! '. The 
international athletes soon started to arrive and Mr Max Col bey, the 
course director, made his way over to the radio detachment and asked 
if we could supply a minder to help stop autograph hunters annoying 
international athlete Liz McColgan, to which Cpl 'Jock' Black readily 
volunteered. The run was started by that well known cigar puffing 
gentleman Sir James Saville. It took nearly 15 minutes for all 24,000 
runners to pass the start line. An excellent day for all concerned. 

ORIENTEERING 
As last weekend saw the Regiment running in the Corps 

Orienteering Championships. Jn the individuals race on the first day 
the Regiment created a 37 minute lead, with Sig Mick Cowie winning 
the Corps Cup with a superb time of 54 minutes. We thought that at 
the start of the relays, the competition was all but over. However Capt 
Phil Wheeler did everything he possibly could to get lost. We still won 
the Major Unit Championship easily for the third year in a row. 
Credit must also go to Sig Andy McClelland who won the M19 race 
and Sig Sid Lawrence who was second in the M 19 race. 
Congratulations to all the team. 

The Regiment organised and ran the White Rose Orienteering 
Competition over the August bank holiday weekend in North 
Yorkshire. It is one of the most prestigious events in the orienteering 
calendar. The Regiment even managed to enter one or two runners on 
the various courses. The late CO Col Ridlington came hotfoot from 
handing over his quarter and left on the Sunday to take up his new 
appointment at MOD. The two old and bold tried to out run each 
other but in the end the 2IC Maj Paul Robertshaw and WOI John 
Mold called it a draw. Meanwhile quietly training in the woods for the 
Corps Championship were SSgt (YofS) Sidney Perks, Sgt John 
Thompson and W02 (RQMS) Paul Smith who took on the country' 
best. (Never again!) 

Well from woods to water-Not only did we win at orienteering 
but also at the windsurfing. The annual Corps Windsurfing 
Championships were held at Gosport. The Regiment managed to win 
the Major Unit Trophy with an emphatic first-second-third, first
second-fourth and first-second-third by the A Team of WOI John 
Mould W02 (RQMS) Ian Gillett and Sgt 'Geordie' (real name Billy) 
English, who shared out the winning position by taking a race apiece. 
Credit must also go to our B Team of Sgts Trev Allen, Ian Blair and 
'Blackie' Black who were narrowly beaten into third place. 

Notable successes in the individual competition were a second place 
in the lightweight class for Sgt Billy English and second place in the 
heavyweight class for W02 (RQMS) lan Gillet. 

TRADE TRAINING 
So far this year, a total of 201 students have pa.ssed thro~gh ~he 

Fixed Module variable timings system and entered 111to the big w~de 
operating world of the Corps and in particular the School would hke 
to congratulate Sig Fawcett on his well earned, outstanding grade (and 
Royal Signals Institution Prize) for his work and effort. He completed 
his course in 11 weeks. 

SOMEWHERE IN THE MIDDLE OF 'KNOW WHERE' 
Can you think of anything better to do on a cold, foggy, wet 

September Sunday morning than to get up at the crack of dawn to go 
orienteering in a forest in the middle of nowhere? Yes ... so can we, 
but they went anyway. . . 

Following the finest traditions of sportsmanship fostered 111 
Keyboard Group, Cpls Maggie McNeil! 8!1d Jill .Milford volunteere.d 
to represent the group in the Sunday onenteermg league, held this 
week in Slaley Forest, Durham. 
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Lt was Jill' (ne.: Waggy' ) fir;t attempt at orienteering and 
Maggie's first attempt at getting 0ut o f bed on a Sunday morning, o 
both of them were on unfamiliar ground. 

They chose their course very carefully not knowing quite what to 
expect and after several hiccups (and asking a couple o f nine year olds 
for directions) they soon got into the swing of it, and were at the 
finishing line before they knew it. 

Believe it or not they came second! Could this be their forte, they 
asked? To find out, Maggie has since volunteered for the Corps 
Championships. 

Members of staff and pupils from Dales school pictured here with 
the CO 

REUNIONS SEVEN 
DAYSAWEEK. 

For some, the thought of leaving the forces 1s a daunting prospect. 

How will you cope leaving behind old haunts, old routines not o mention 

old mates? Fortunately, there's a way to keep in touch with the past and 

look to the future - The Royal Bnt1sh Legion. 

With 1000 clubs nationwide you can always fmd somewhere to 

reminisce. play sport and enjoy an evening's entertainment with people 

from similar backgrounds to your own. 
As a member you'll also qualify for discount travel. insurance and 

other benefits. But more importantly, while you· re helpmgyourself. your 

membership will help other ex-Service people m need 

What's more. you don I have to wa1 until 

you leave to iom. For more information about us 

or to 1om. please send m the coupon below. 

THE ROYAL BRITISH LEGION 
--------------

Please send me details on: Becoming a member of The Royal British Legion 0 
The benevolent work of The Royal Br1t1sh Legion 0 

Send to: The General Secretary, Headquarters. The Royal British Legion. 48 Pall Mall . 

London SW I Y 5.JY. 

I 
I 

Name----------~·---------

1 Address "'I 
L Postcode ~ 
------------
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9 Sig Regt 
BFPO 58 

L FORMAL l PECTION 
The nnual Formal Jn pection of the Regiment was carried out on 

I eptember by the Commander British Forces Cyprus, Air Vice· 
Marshal . . C. Hunter CB, AFC who flew into the Regiment 
a companied by his wife Mrs Wilma Hunter and his MA qn Ldr 
John Bart1'11m. Mrs Hunter wa met by the CO's wife, Mrs Lynn 
Jackson and whisked off for a detailed tour o f the Pergamos 
community. 

CBFC wa met by the CO Lt Col N. C. Jackson MBE and the RSM 
WOl (R M) D. Cb1, taI BEM. The Quarterguard under the 
command of gt John Broom counted se ·en different cap badges and 
ervices. Two buglers from the Corp of Drums were provided by I 

WFR. Particularly striking was PO Dave Bryan, resplendent in Navy 
Whites. 

After a briefing from the CO the VIPs visited a troop military 
training day from 2 Sqn commanded by Maj Robin Cuthbert. This 
con isted of restraining techniques taught by W02 Tam Malley and 
range work with the 9mm pistol. JT Kath Davey found the best way 
to keep A VM Hunter's undivided attention was with a thumb lock. 
The RS f and MA questioned her to find out what she had got CBFC 
to agree to. Thi part of the day culminated in a head to head 
competition between CBFC and the CO which was won by A VM 
Hunter. 

I Sqn Comd, Maj Fred Bancroft introduced CBFC to the military 
and civilian catering staff in the Regimental restaurant. The Master 
Chef W02 Andy Wilkes briefed the Commander on the accomplish
ments of all his staff, especiaJJy in winning the I992 Combat Caterers 
Trophy. 

Sgt Bob Wright, who runs the station wimming pool as one of his 
many subsidiary duties, briefed CBFC on the many improvements, 
including the new pool furniture, which ha been pledged by the Civil 
Service Near East Sports Fund. The Commander was shown some of 
the many uses for which the pool is used by W02 (QMSO Paul White 
and SSgt Steve Wardle. 

A VM Hunter was treated to a moment of pure nostalgia when the 
Quarterguard appeared on gleaming Army issue bicycles to show off 
the nearly forgotten skills of bicycle drill. Not to be outdone CBFC 
inspected the parade mounted on the RSM's bike and then left the 
square on a special triplebike with the CO and the 2IC. 

Finally, CBFC addressed the Officers, Warrant Officers and 
Seniors as to the way ahead before retiring to the 4 Mile lnn where 
CBFC met Flt Lt Andy Omerod, the Officer in Charge, who invited 
him to open the new Oasis Bar and to pull the first pint. A VM Hunter 
generously gave this pint to the RSM who in turn arranged for an hors 
d'oeuvre of sardines, both agreed they had done well out of the 
exchange. The party then joined their wives for an all ranks lunch in 
the 4 Miles Inn which provided an appropriate end to a successful day. 

On their bikes! Lt Col Jackson, AVM Hunter and Maj Miles 
Stockdale get to grips with the AF! mobile machine 
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VISIT TO PERGAMOS CAMP 
On Friday 18 September the residents of Pergamos Camp were 

pleased to welcome Mrs Wilma Hunter to their community. 
Accompanied by Mrs Lyn Jackson, Mrs Hunter was welcomed by Mrs 
Mavis Hargreaves who accompanied them during the visit. 

The first port o f call was to the Pergamos Primary School where 
they were met by Mr Lawrence McGinty the Headteacher and the 
school secreta ry Mrs Yiannoulla Stavrou (affectionately known to the 
community as Jenny). The first class Mrs Hunter visited was that of 
Mr John Ainsworth and special needs teacher Mrs Alwyn Wilson 
where the children, once they had overcome their shyness were happy 
to talk about the work they were doing. Mrs Hunter was enthralled 
by their obvious enjoyment of Miss Catherine Thompson's class and 
she talked during their PT lesson to Daniel Mos who had his right 
arm in a plaster and was unable to participate. Finally it was to Miss 
Marion Parsons class where Nicola Woosey presented Mrs Hunter 
with a cheque for c£75 for the Polemidhia Red Cross. The money had 
been collected by the children over the previous months . 

Mrs Hunter then visited the Playschool where she was met by the 
Supervisor, Mrs Kathy Bearhouse and her two assistant helpers, Mrs 
Fiona Stonebank and Mrs Elain Owen. 

The final part of the visit was to the Ladies Coffee Room where Mrs 
Hunter was met by Mrs Isobel Cain, the Chair of the Ladies Club and 
Mrs Helen Brockie who is the information coordinator for the 
Pergamos Community. As the refurbishment of these rooms had only 
been completed the previous day Mrs Hunter was invited to open 
them. After cutting the ribbon Mrs H unter was invited to have a 
coffee, a sandwich and, a chat with the many wives who had turned 
out to meet her and was presented with a framed print of Pergamos 
by Mrs Isobel Cain from all the Ladies of Pergamos in appreciation 
of her visit to their community. 

QM DEPARTMENT 
QM Maj Stan Hargreaves 
RQMS (G) W02 Nat Cole 
RQMS (T) W02 Dick Taylor, SQMS (A) SSgt Eddie Grattidge BEM, 
SQMS (T) SSgt Ritchie Blackmore. 

The QM's Dept has been working fast and furious lately, keeping 
everyone happy during these long, hot summer months by supplying 
Pola ice boxes and barbecue stands. 

In between doing these various tasks even we had a chance to use 
our own facilities especially during the following: 

.22 FUN SHOOT 
This was held in the Ay Nik Indoor Firing Range which was 

organised by Cpl Fiona Garvock. There was a large turnout and the 
eventual male winner was Sgt 'Rick' Wright and the ladies winner was 
Cpl Bill Edwards' mother-in-law who, although blind in one eye, 
scored 71 out of a possible 100. Well done to her. 

BOAT TRIP 
A select few of us went on a boat trip to a little out of the way place 

call Faros village. Starting off at 0900 hrs, it was a slow windless 
sunbathing outward journey to Faros village. Once there we sampled 
the delights of the barbecue before venturing to go on the 'Banana 
Boat ride' and trying 'water skiing'. It was an enjoyable interlude 
especially for one of the children who was allowed to drive the speed 
boat. 

ARRIVALS 
The department welcomes SSgts Ritchie Blackmore, Jeff 

Chadwick, Eddie Grattidge and Cpl Neil Roome. 

DEPARTURES 
With much sadness we say goodbye to SSgts Dusty Miller and 

Sammy Lee. 

COMMS TROOP 
Tp Comd Capt A. P. Lomax 
YofS W02 (YofS) Chippy Wood 
Tp SSgt SSgt Dave Leyland, Tp Sgt Sgt 'Walt' Disney, DSO's A Shift 
Sgt Brian Burns, B Shift Sgt Pete Gardside, C Shift Sgt Chris Nelson, 
D Shift Sgt Linda Halligan, Tp Clerk Cpl Eric Burns. 

NEW ARRIVALS 
The Troop gives a warm welcome to Sgt Brian Burns, Sigs Robbo 

Robinson, Span Tanner and Lesley McGuffie. 
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FAREWELLS . 
Best wishes to LCpl John Bedboro~gh who had moved J_ust down 

the road to 662 Sig Tp and to Sig Michaela Ro s to 240 Sig Sqn. 

AY NIK FETE . 
The Troop ran two stalls for the Reg1me~t~l Fete, the Teddy B~ar 

Stall managed by B Shift under the superv1s1on of Sgt Pete Garsi~e 
and 'his crew Cpl Mark and LCpl Leanne Andr~w , LCpl Liz 
Hannaford and Sig Kate Bayliss, to name but a few, while D S~1 ft (Sgt 

(sister) Linda Halligan, Cpl 'Mussy' Musgr_ave, LCpls Za.c W1sem~n, 
Marcia Oldale, Johno John~ton, Kev Ashfield, Russ Craig, Lorraine 
Burdon and Sig Jim Mathieson) helped along by Cpl Peege P~ge· 

ibson (M Troop) and C~l 'Geordie' Johnson from the ~ed1cal 
g entre ran the 'horror hospital' . We were not too s1;1re what th~s stall 
entailed , but after the first bed bath we soon got mto the swmg of 

~~~g~.nprepared 'patient' w~s RSM WOl (RSM) Dave Crystal who 
left the hospital plastered (literally) . . . 

It was hard work, but good fun altho~gh n;iost patients said they 
h d fell a lot healthier before they were admitted . 

a A ologies are offered to all those 'patients ' w~o we~e damag~ by 
acci~ently falling off the stretcher after they umntenuonally shpped 
out of our grasps (oops). 

,l 

· · t . ' (why is he smiling ?l Maj Tony Lomax after his opera ion S (YofS) 
l to R: Nurses BurdoMn, Wiseme atapCto~~u~~=~~ey~~9e~~ast and 
Chippy Wood, Nurse usgrav . . 

Matron Peege Page-Gibson 

TM TROOP 

A ~~I~P ~~~~ :~ combined workshop effort ~f ~!~: s~:!1h 

~~ff ~t ;;~~;1i:~~~~~E2~~:~~~Jt~;~:~i~!~~;r~;~rl:~1h\~~ 
Eastern Sovereign Base Area. . h the idea to change it to a human 

Sgt Steve Beverly came up wit 1 

c~e i:~~ij~b f~~f ~~~'jil~u~e~~~t~r~f~~a~~u~.~~t~dr:r ~a~e~~ r~! 
volunteers to help out on the ~tall on ~~:td~~ti~~1~as iooglate to back 
costumes they would be weanng a se 

out! . . ot only did Sgt Jill Redpath's lounge 
As the goodies came m, n esembling the local AAF! 

appear to get smaller and smtasl~r~f rsticking raffle tickets to each 
supermarket, but the onerous a 
item had to be done. k all those helping what the costumes 

Then the news was bro en to . , Id be dres ed as a 
would be. Sgt Jill 'Crack ~~at w~1P\ ~~!:~~:.0sgts Martin 'Taff' 
cowboy, but SSgt John d 0JT ~!ve Wood were to be transformed 
Roberts, Steve Beverley an . avina s t Paul Gardner had 
into Joanna, Martina, Stephame and D ed into ~rganising the I Sqn 
somewhat of a lucky escape and go~r~pRob 'Roberta' Low called in 
'It's a Knockout' team, but not o g 
to replace him! h k st go to all those who 

The stall was a great sduccess11 ~~d ~ro8;p ~~~bers and their families 
helped out on the da~ an to a e 
who collected the pnzes. 
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HELLOS GOODBYE AND CONGRATS! , 
TM r; welcomes Lt Dave Gorse and ue, ·gt Pete 'Iron Man 

Tasker and Margaret, Sgt Dave Purver and Gail, S~t Bob Lo a~d 
Sue and Cpl Walling and Danielll. Hope you all enJOY your tour m 
Cyprus · h ?' 

We s~y goodbye to Capt John 'Who put that storm dr~m t ere 
Oakes and family, Cpls Daz Cole and Debbie, dtef ve .fet~~!~::}~~ 
'Flowery' Lowery and LCpl Richie Gathercole an am1 Y· 
all your efforts here and best wishes at. your ~ext posttngs-do they 
know what they are letting themselves m for · . r 

Finally we say congratulations to now Sgt Jan Walling on you 
recent promotion. 

AYIOS NIKOLAOS GOLF CLUB LOSE ITS HANDICAP b 
Tuesda 29 September 1992 was a Red Letter Day for the mem ers 

of the Ay1os Nikolaos Golf Club . This was the day when th~y)thr~w 
away or should l say handed back their handicap (The Scyt e t<;.~s 
rightful owner Lt Col N. C. Jackson MBE, CO of the Regim~nt. e 
Club Chairman Capt 'Skid' Redman official~y took receipt f~f 1~ Westwood Tractor Mower which is a welcome gift from 1:he u te 
Trust No tonger will the Club have to beg, borrow or bnbe _the local 
contr~ctor to cut the fairways. It has certainly lost its handicap. Let 
us hope the members will lose theirs! 

REGIMENTAL FETE f f T f m Ayios 
The Regiment Fete provides a fun day out or amt 1es r~ C 

Nikolaos and Dhekelia and raises money for both UK an yprus 

ch~i~i~~pt our fingers crossed that the weather wo~ld ~e ~ooler thaf 
last year Capt John Coast the Fete Secretary and his w1llmg team o 

helpers ;et about erecting arenas a~dbm~~~u~~~s Nikolaos Primary 

Sc~~o~ 5~anh;; ~~Jset~~~=de~~~~ th~ first m°fti~~~r e;~~nt~:~\f ;J 
~~~~~d ~~l~t~:e e~}e~~:d~v:::1~~es~d~~~l~~. activiti~s ~~t didp~~~sk 
They were also kept on the~\~O: 0~Y ~~~~~e~~ ~~~

1~h~i~a~h~~en prey 

~~1~~:j,~~f El!f :.~:r:~:~:v~:.~~~:r ~!:r~~r~g 
Cole; or simply thrown into ~ l~rge ~at~~~a~~- ~~b~f ;~e: Jackson 

~~~~as~:e~ t~~~~i~g{~~~ ;!~0;i~ i~to the w~ter tank before he went 

in himself. Cb t 1 tarted off the spectator events 
The RSM WO~ D. . rys a ~ven the RSM had his stabilisers 

with a mounted_ b1cycleb. displ laf~r this spectacle and his ever present 
removed from his own icyc e • 

pacehstif r~~a~~r~ie aC~~t;',cl~!cJ~~~~e supervi.sio~ of Cap~ _Andy 
T e y I . I f basics and combmauons. Individuals 

~=~j~:~~~~~~v:e:i~~f i:t~~k and counte~ au~~t~~;~~:r~sA~~~ 
partners including l~ts of shoutmg an~ g;~~Wn3~fence demonstration 
Marjoribanks carrymg out ~n _ama:~ves and batons. 
against four attacke~s br~nd1s~1~ th~1 centre of the arena was carried 

The freefall paracf uthte JUCypmpr: Joint Services Adventure Training 
out by members o e t 

CeTnhtre,DaosgeSxecp~~~~ f~~~ :~~ ~~:J ~~~=~;~~rps! ~ed bydCpl Sim_m, 
e . · b d. e amhty an arresnng enthralled the crowds with their o e ienc ' .,. 

techniques.. d . t of this was soon forgotten when the 
The relative peace an qme d into the arena. After a couple of 

Saracens Motor Cycle Club roar; the field they settled down to show 
rather fast and noisy laphs arou~ do to pass the United Kingdom 
the crowds what you ave 0 fi · Test 
Compulsory Basic Training Off-~o~~l~r~;~~n~ho held a small 

ext came the Fam~gusta aes Two riders rode against each 
competition call~d the_ Mm.or Stak_ · s the winner going through 
other over idenucal mirror imaged Jump d by Mrs Wendy Thomson 
to the ~ext rou~d. BCrav~:u~mp~~ ~~~ ~~~pleted the course despite 
and Miss Jenrufer ut er w . . as won b LCpl Tracey Barton 
becoming unseated. The ~o~p~~~t~~h: lane tha/she would ride down. 
who h~d th~ advanta~e o c t~ Squadrons were busy warming up for 

Whilst this was going on ~. , · h won by I Sqn 
the 'It's a Knockout ~ompeuduon _wh1c f ~~= raffle's star prize of 

The fete closed with the rawing 0 

C£1,000.00 which was won bi'at'~c~:S~°thanks to the organising 
The_ afternoon Cwas Ja hgr Coast and those people who turned up. 

committee led by apt 0 n 
See you next year! 
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11 Sig Regt 
Catterick Garrison 

1 Q ADRON 
qn Comd Maj A. Russell MBE 

2IC Capt A. D. E. Cameron 
M W02 ( M) G. C. Guy, SQMS SSgt (SQMS) D. A. Gosney , 

Clerk Mrs M. Foord. 
Plan for the forthcoming move LO the new Army Training 

Regimem at Bassingbourn are now almost complete. Our man on the 
ground at Ba ingbourn is SSgt (SQMS) Dave Gosney, who has been 
gh•en the unenviable ta k of taking over the accommodation. 

4 TROOP 'FOREMOST' 
Tp Comd 2Lt Mark Wadsley 
Tp Sgt Sgt Dean Ewing 
Tp Cpls Cpl Tony May, Martin Darlington and Gaz Steel. 

We bade farewell to Sgt Geoff Hodgson, now at AA Coll 
Harrogate and Capt Andy Cameron who has reached the dizzy heights 
of Sqn 2IC. Former Troop Corporal Dean Ewing received a well 
de erved promoLion to Troop Sergeant, and promptly inuoduced a 
policy of a 3-day working week for all Tp SNCOs whose names begin 
with 'E'! 

Welcome to Cpl Martin Darlington, formerly with 3 (Junior 
Leaders) Squadron, but having grown out of them decided to try 
Adult RecruiLS (and has regretted iL ever since!). A more recent 
welcome goe to 2Lt Mark Wadsley, fresh from his Tp Comds course, 
and keen to introduce the radical new Corps policy of Ballroom 
Dancing being taught to all Cadre, why, we're not sure. Last, but noL 
least, Cpl Gaz Steel, just arrived from I Inf Bde HQ and Sig Sqn, 
most welcome, but don't gel too comfortable, we're off to 
Bassingbourn in December. 

Add to this two TA Recruit courses and a currently running Adult 
recruit course, and you gel the picture, Busyville, Arizona! 

Congratulations to Sig Collins from 32 Sig Regt (V) on being the 
first female to gain the best recruit award on any course in 11 Sig Regt. 

TA Recruit Sig Carmen Collins receiving the Best Recruit 
Award-Well done 

JSQ ADRON 
Sqn Comd Maj D. S. Smith 
2IC Capt K. A. Francis 
SSM W02 (SSM) D. L. Parry, TST Sgt J. H. Laffey, Iron Tp Comd 
Capt J.E. R. Smith, Kohima Tp Comd Lt S.S. M. Youngson, Kukri 
Tp Comd Lt E. W. Baker, Battleaxe/UlsLer Tp Comd 2Lt S. 
Wartnaby . 

3 Sqn thrives through this period of real uncertainty. 'They' say that 
all will be revealed soon. So, possibly the last junior leaders who 
arrived to form Kukri Tp on I September may be the last junior 
signallers to pass off in Catterick on 19 February 1993. 

Battleaxe/Ulster Tp, the last of Lhe 'old' style (12 month) troops, 
passed off on 16 October and raised an impressive £1,000 for their 
chosen charity, The England Amputee Football Association, by a 
sponsored cycle from Catterick to Wembley. 

The Squ~dron has seen a change of faces with Sgt Dickson leaving 
on promouon and Lt Kennedy, Cpls Johnson and Tuff arriving. 
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NCO TRAINING WING 
NCO Trg Wing broached the dawning of a new era on the evening 

of 25 September when we dined out Capt Rick Licence and his wife 
Jean for the second time , the first being in May 1983 when he was then 
SSI Drill. This time he is being replaced by Capt Rab Young and his 
wife Kim, who, incidentally, arrives for his second stint. The evening 
also gave us the opportunity to bid farewell to SSgt 'Geordie' Petty 
and his wife Evelyn, and the stalwart Sgt Doc and Donna Savage, who 
have established themselves in the Wing the longest. We wish you all 
every success. 

Phase 3 training has been carried out within the Corps at Catterick 
since 1962. In April 1991 the biggest change to this training arrived 
through the gates of Helles Barracks in the guise of Cpl Best, breaking 
the male dominance of these courses. Since then a further 14 females 
have attempted the RSDCC at Catterick with nine passing first time 
and three on a subsequent course. Now the men dominate in two areas 
only. Firstly top student and secondly A Gradings. However LCpl 
Warwick gained an A and 3 B + s assessments and came 4th with an 
overall C+. 

The last throes of male dominance as LCpl Brown receives his first 
place A grading recognition from Lt Col M . J. Dent 

LCpl Warwick and team competing in the Log Race 

LEADERSHIP WING 
DIRECTING STAFF 
Capt Alan Hill 
SSgt John Coles, Sgt Steve Lockwood. 

We welcome SSgt 'Shepherd' Coles to Scotton Hall who gave up 
smoking on his arrival. So far, the pressures in his new job have not 
driven him to start again! 

Royal Signals Leadership Course 84, two Potential Officers 
Courses and the Welbeck Leadership Course have all been run 
successfully. RSLC 84 was of a particularly good standard and we 
congratulate those students who gained promotion to Sergeant. 
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RHQ 
CO Lt Col P.A. R. Rouse 
21C Maj R. M. Thurston 
Adjt Capt M. Griffiths , RSM WOl (RSM) Orange, Trg YofS WOl 
(YofS) Riding, Chief Clerk W02 (ORQMS) Duffy . 

We have hosted a number of distinguished visitors including CinC 
BAOR, Gen Sir Charles Guthrie KCB, LVO, OBE. We have been 
entertained magnificently by the Corps Staff Band, and have taken 
part in a number of military skills competitions, with notable success: 
Planning for the future continues. Finally we welcome a n.ew 2~C. MaJ 
Michael Thurston and Angela, and wish them and their chlldren a 
happy tour. 

COLONEL'S CUP . . 
The Regimental Exercise dunng September with the last day set 

aside for the Colonel's Cup is a regular in the year's 7alend~r and 
always a reason for the faint-hearted to keep a low p~o~1le. 1:h1s year 
was no exception. The keen military minds of the trammg wmg even 
had the competition split into two p~ases. . 

Phase I-The eight teams were br~efed at 063~ hrs by Capt Phil 
Welch OC Trg Wing before startmg t~e various. tas~s: NBC, 
Shooting, simulated first aid, APFA Secunty to .mention JUSt some. 
By lunch all teams were beginning to feel the stram but a good lnnch 
in the Regimental Restaurant revitalised th_e parts no ot~er food could 
reach. So now bounding with energy nothmg but nothmg would stop 
them, (they hoped} . h k 

Phase 2-This was a timed Navigational March through c ec 
oints, with teams released at 5 minute inter~als, and w.hat an 

~xtremely physical phase this proved to be! At vanous stag~ different 
items were required to be collected by the teams and earned to the 
assault course, these varied from telegraph poles .to Jerry Cans full of 
water. Having map read their way around the difficult t_erram for (a 

· · m of) 8 5km (as the crow flys) the teams firushed at the 
m1mmu · d. h th ll t d beginning of the Assault Course where they could 1tc . e co ec e 
stores. They were then faced w_ith the difficult task of getting the team 
over the assorted walls and ditches. . . 

All teams successfully completed the course and all 64 part1c1pants 
who gave 101 % effort should be congratulated. T~e.tw.o female teams 
did extremely well with Lt Jane England's team f1ms.hmg 5th overalld 
Congratulations also to Capt Brian Gardner, al?d his team who h:1 a combined youngness of 258 years and came m a very respecta e 

3r~he winning teams came from 1 Sqn, who were !st and 2nd. 

Ladies Combined Team 
Back Row (l to R): Sgt Sue King, LCpls Yvonne Harland, Joss 

Taylor and Tracey Copsey . s· 
Front Row (l to R): Lt Jane England, Cpl Mic~elle Sutcliffe, ig 

Allison Bray and Sgt Wendy Leigh 
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WOMEN'S TEAM FROM THE REGIMENT WIN AT 
BUNDESWEHR COMPETITION 

Pictured below are the female team consisting of Capt Penn) 
Hadden, Lt Jane England, LC'.pls Anr~e-Marie Hill and Jo~e Tayl~r 
from the Regiment celebraung their . s.uccess . after this . year 
Monchengladbach Military Skills Compeuuon. This even~, wh~ch was 
organised by the Bundeswehr, attracted 69 teams ~r.om five. different 
nations. Team of four competed in a series of m1htary skills stands 
around a lOkm course. . . 

After an early start, the first challenge was vehicle and aircraft 
recognition and map marking. Next, it was ~ff to t~e. ranges to fire 
the SLR and LMG. Among the more conventional m1htary tests such 
as judging distances and map marking, there ."".ere also so!De less us~al 
stands like a dinghy race, mushroom recogmuon and finng blowpipe 
darts at a cuddly rabbit!! 

Fire-fighting drills were also featured at a subsequent stand, where 
the women achieved a good time but still mana.ged .to. soak the 
adjudicators. Finally, back in the camp a shootmg mc1dent was 
reenacted to tone up the First Aid skills and the team had to haul a 
casualty through an underground tunnel, followed by the assault 
course. 1 h 

The majority of competitors took ab~u~ 6 hours to comp ete t e 
course and there were still some teams arnvmg b~ck after dark . At t~e 
evening gathering prizes were awarded for active and. res_erve umts 
teams with the RAF Regiment Auxiliary Force~ puttmg m a g~od 
performance as well as the winner of the male section from the Belgian 
Army. 

Rear (l to R): LCpl Jose Taylor and Capt Penny Hadden 
Front (l to R): LCpl Anne-Marie Hill and Lt Jane En_,land 
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l Q ADRO.' 
n omd Maj N. J . H. Naylor 

21C Capt J . A. B. Floyd 
Tp Comd Lt Hume, Tp Comd Lt Parsons, SSM W02 (SSM) Mark 
Wright.Jon , SQM gt ( QMS) Paul Davey, AIPT Cpl Ade Batty, 
Guard Dog 1eg. 

HELLO AND GOODBYES 
We have ome new kids on the block, first a very big welcome to 

our new Troop· Commander W02 Andy Ashwell his wife lngela and 
on Other, we al o welcome LCpl Garry 'Tinker' Bell and LCpl Gavin 

Allen and congratulation go to LCpl Steve Ayres on his marriage to 
Rita , welcome all to the fold we hope you all enjoy your time with u 
here. 

9th I TERNATIONAL MONCHENGLADBACHER 
MILIT A WETIKEMPF 92 

Four members of Delta Tp repre ented the Squadron in the local 
International Monchengladbacher Militarwettkamp f competition, 
consisting of 18 different event and with competitors from numerous 
countrie and services. Little did the intrepid four LCpls Andy Miller, 
Mixie Martin, John Perry and Eddie Edwards know. At the end of the 
day they completed uch diverse activitie.s from grenade throwing to 
rubber dinghy sailing which culminated in the inevitable assault 
course. 

The team had a thoroughly enjoyable day and came 14 in their 
cla s, 33 out of 69 teams overall. 

AND MORE SPORT 
Alas! the Troop lost the Unit-Rugby 7s! 
Hurray the Troop on the Regiment 13km fun run; congratulations 

to SSgt Bill Cheslnnt, LCpls Tony Oakes, John Brooke and a guest 
from A Troop Cpl Dave Mundy, for being the fi rst team home. 

BRAVO TROOP 
Tp Comd W02 P. Meadows 

SSgt S. Prowse Tp Supervisor 

SOFTBALL COMPETITION 
12 teams participated in this year's Regimental Softball 

competition, organised by CW3 Jack Bundy USLO, came to a climax 
on Monday, 21 September with the final game between Alpha and 
Bravo Tps, of I Sqn. 
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A WORLD OF 
EXPERIENCE 
As a leading supplier of techn ica l and 

professional support services to defence and 

aerospace industries worldwide, Airwork is a 

company whose technical expertise comes second 

to none. To keep it thot way, we ask only the best 

people to join us, and we ore always keen to hear 

from those who have the benefit of a services 

background. If you' re about lo leave the forces we 

now have openings for: 

Foreman of Signals, Radio and Systems 

Technicians to work on civilian contracts in the 

Both Troops look d to be "venly matched as the game got 
underway, with Bravo having Home Field Advantage and quickly 
building up a lead . 
T~e econd game however saw Alpha fight back with some inspired 

battmg by SSgt Paul Davey and LCpl Chris Alderson . Unfortunately, 
this was not enough. Bravo soon took command with some excellent 
batting by Sgt Pete Stockell making them this year's Softball 
Champions. 

SPORTSMAN' S DINNER 
. Th~ Regimenta.1 sporting elite and their partners (wives, husbands, 

g1rlfnends, boyfnends etc) gathered in the Mercury Hall Saturday, 5 
September on the occasion of the Sportsmans' Dinner to receive 
Regimental Colours. ' 

This was the ~rst lime t~at this event had been held in the Regiment 
for some considerable time and therefore, the recipients of the 
Colours were drawn from right across the sporting spectrum. After 
the formalities and presenta~ons by the CO to individuals, the carpets 
were rolled back, the music struck up, the bar opened and the 
celebrations continued. 

CO presents Regimental Swimming and Triathlon Colours to LCpl 
Fiona Whitty 

Middle East, as part of a large, highly motivated 

expatriate team. 

• Tax free salaries and allowances • Free 

messing and air-conditioned accommodation • 

Free medical care • ,Ef'ee iife assurance • Good 

sporting and reQ"eational facilities • Enjoyable 

social conditions • Ref101Dt'gener9ys leave with 

paid UK air passages• Interesting and 

challenging work • The cftance of promotion. 

Why not write (no stamp required) quoting 

ref 007, with CV, to the Recruitment Mqnoger, 

Airwork Limited, FREEPOST, Christchurch, Dorset 

B!'i23 6BR or telephone (0202) 572271 ext 2214 for 

an application form . 

OAirwork 
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MEDAL PRESENTATIONS 
Comd Comms BAOR, Brig J . D. Stokoe CBE, MBE, visited Celle 

on 18 September to present Sgt Roberl King with the Royal Signals 
Institution Silver Medal which he earned for his work during Ops 
Granby/Desert Storm . 

The Commander also presented SSgts Paddy Shiels and Ian Usher 
with their LS & GC Medals before having lunch with medal recipients 
and thei r families. 

Medal Recipients: SSgt Ian Usher, Sgt Bob King and SSgt Paddy 
Shiels 

Sitting: Miss Joanne Shiels, Mrs Marion Usher, Brig J . D. Stakoe, 
Mrs Bridie Shiels and Miss Rhonda Shiels 

HEADQUARTER SQUADRON 
Sqn Comd Maj M. N. White MBE 
2IC Capt J . Ashwell 
SSM W02 (SSM) N. Ardern, SQMS SSgt (SQMS) Fisher/Way~an. 

Ex members of the Regiment will now see we are trying a novel idea 
in that the old 4 Sqn (Training and Support) has been renamed 
'Headquarter Squadron' . We have gone for this rather common title 
as it seems to work very well in every other major unit in the Army. 

Along with a new title we welcome a new Sqn Comd, SS~ and 
SQMS, wishing the departed Maj Les Pl_umh and SS~ Gaz Hailstone 
all the best in their new units. The previous SQMS 1s on detachment 
in Turkey where he is hopefully keeping up the good work on his golf 
handicap . 

QM (GEN) DEPT 
QM Maj Bill White MBE 
RQMS W02 Geoff Hawkins BEM 
SQMS SSgt Al Balderstone, Housing NCO Cpl Alex Rankin BEM, 
Housing Clerk Mrs Lynne White, Ration Driver Mrs Carol Hunter. 

It has been a rather turbulent period for the department recently we 
said farewell to W02 (RQMS) Trev Potter in August , following him 
was SSgt {SQMS) Steve Penn who is now on his way to sunny Cypru_s, 
and finally we say a fond farewell to Cpl 'Jock' ~ankin ~EM who will 
be leaving us at the end of October to spend his last stx months of 
service in Loughborough, UK. 

We say 'hello' to W02 (RQMS) Geof~ Hawkins BEM ~nd his good 
lady wife Fiona who have recently amved from 207 Sig Sqn, SSgt 
{SQMS) Al Balderstone and wife Sally ~ho have moved ?ver fr?m 2 
Sqn and also to Cpl Dave Wilson and wife Susan, Cpl Wilson. will be 
taking over as Housing NCO in October . We must ~lso menuon Sue 
Steward wife of Cpl Ian Steward , and one of our truloresses wh<;> has 
recently given birth to a daughter Sophie Charlotte-congratulauons! 

QM (TECH) DEPT 
QM Capt Mick Nevill 
RQMS W02 ~eff Williams . . 
Tp SSgt SSgt Bugsy Jennings, Office Manager Sgt Phil Latimer, Accts 
Cpl Cpl Mac McCulloch , Vehicles Cpl Gen Cavan.agh._ Gl098 .LCpl 
As Keir, I & R LCpl Bud Mountfield , Armoury Sig Ric Shernff, R 
& I Mr Alex McMinn, Expense Mrs Suzanne Dawes, C_onservancy 
Mrs Karen Smith, Detached Cpl Paddy Elwood (Op Oxhp Zagreb) . 
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With the gradual build up to the pending move and split of the 
Regiment the department has been kept busy sorting out and 
backloading all the unwanted equipment from the disbandment of 
Field Station Langeleben. Thank goodness it is not the Regiment th~t 
is disbanding. Welcome back to LCpl Al Keir from his detachment 10 

7 Sig Regt via Sardinia and now gradually returning to his original 
colour. Welcome also to the department, Sig Rick 'Fluin' herriff 
from the clutches of the QM(T) 3 Armd Div HQ and Sig Regt, and 
SSgt 'Bugsy' Joe Jennings from 7 Sig Regt. 

At the time of writing, our anxiety goes out to Cpl Paddy Elwo~d 
our man in the field, attached to the mission in Zagreb on Op Oxhp, 
Paddy we wish you all the best for Christmas, and look forward to 
you taking over the ACEC account in the New Year. 

TM TROOP 
COMINGS AND GOINGS 

Well, its farewell to Capt (now Maj) West. We wish him and his 
family well in his tour at 2 AT AF. We also have to say goodbye to 
Cpl Paddy Duffy, who is off to sunny Belize. Our best wish~ go with 
SSgt Neil Widdup, who is taking it easy in UK seeing out his last few 
months before redundancy. His unique Lightweights will be missed . 

The troop welcomes Lt Bob Walton and his family from 3 Div, S gt 
Paul Marshall from 'somewhere best not mentioned' . (PT will never 
be the same again.) Also to Cpl Patty ' Nose' Paterson, LCpl Rick 
(FNG. l) Payne and LCpl Tony (FNG.2) Scaife, all from 8 Sig Regt. 

CONGRATULATIONS 
The troop would like to congratulate Sgt Bob Kin.g and his wi~e S~m 

on the birth of thei r son, Thomas, Sgt Darren Gibson and his wife 
Christine on the birth of their son , Robert and SSgt (FofS) Rob Lane 
and his wife Karen on the birth of their son Jordon . Further 
congratulations go to Sgt King on receiving his Royal Signals Institute 
silver medal for outstanding work on Vampire. 

ADVENTURE TRAINING 
At the end of July, TM Tp decided to pack up their bags and head 

into the Harz mountains for a week of mayhem and fun . 
The exercise was named Dave's Diamond after Wol (FofS) Dave 

Gunn (who didn't even go) and the majority of organisation was down 
to Sgt Mark Yates. 

There were three activities during the week. SSgt Billy Corner 
kindly came from Langeleben to instruct rock climbing, abseiling ~nd 
first aid (to cut knees and elbows). Sgt Yates took us ~n canoemg 
which involved various acts of lunacy, such as plummetmg down a 
dam wall and hurtling down a white water river, which most people 
did without their canoe. (More cut knees as we bounced off the rocks.) 

The final activity was orienteering with Cpl Spence Ord. This 
involved a thigh busting trek up the Brocken and a crawl through the 
old east/ west border fence. If you were lucky enough you got to walk 
round a wood in circles, cursing a compass and falling over deadwood 
(more cut knees). An easy way out was to take the cable car or slide 
down a ski jump on your waterproofs, as performed by Cpl Bry 
Allman. 

Other activities were a night navigation exercise (which only had 
two points, the start and a local Schutzen Fest) and optional early 
morning PT. 

The last night was fun and frolics and a compulsory 'Sgt Marshall 
special' run the following morning. 

1 SQUADRON . 
During August and September we bade farewell to the last of the 

'old' Squadron, namely SSgt (FofS) Chris Tyson and hi wife Chyrel. 
Whiskey Tp's missing Link award for Ex Harry's Game was 

presented to LCpl Johnstone for diving ?UL of the AFV 432 under the 
mistaken impression that the 353 was gomg to blow up when the FofS 
started to work on it! SCP also deserves a pat on the back for the 'fog 
of war' they created in pas ing some very dubious Grids over the radio 

net! f s· al M . During the exercise I Sqn were visited by the Master o 1gn s aJ 
Gen Birtwistle CB, CBE, DL who got a chance to see I Sqn 
detachments out in the field . 
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Y nkee Tp took part in a military training exerci e at the local 
heuen Training rea where kill from the lifting of mines to 

pri oner of war handling were all practi ed. Salient point were 
brought out particularly how far away one hould tand from Sig 
'Trembling Fingers' Bario" when he is lifting a mine. 

ongratulation , fir tly to Maj Nigel Harrison and his wife Sue 
who' first child Jonalhan arrived in August. Congratulations also go 
to Lt Karl Arnold who got married in August. He travelled all the way 
back from Long Look in Australia ju t for a week in UK. Such 
devotion to duty ha rarely bei:n seen-neither has such a long 
honeymoon (three months in Que nsland!). 

I qn are now building up for the Regiment's e cape and eva ion 
exerci e, with the majority of the Squaron as eit her the hunter force 
or runner . We therefore look forward to a truly 'leaner and meaner' 

quadron in October. 

ICTOR TROOP 
Tp Comd W02 Dewur 

W02 McCreedy 
gt Campbell , Tp Sgt Sgt Rhodes . 

2IC 
Tp S gt 

We've been busy with adventure training in Southern Bavaria where 
certain senior members of the troop nearly didn' t make it back after 
forgetting to bring along a knife to cut a hole through the cloud. Our 
expedition leader wa volunteered to participate in some free- fall 
parachuting, without a parachute. Well done M'tke Sheppard. 

Lt Sara Copley, on loan from Kilo Tp, had a great time in the 
canoes, as the white water rafting in Austria was fantastic, with Sgt 
Kev Rhodes spending more time in the water than in the boat. The 
whole Troop would like to say thank you to Andy Slewart for 
organising an excellent day out, pity he couldn't attend as he had to 
go and do some language training. 

Ex Duet Steel saw the troop deploy out to the range for a week, 
where we had our first chance to fire the rifle or is it SABO we're not 
too sure but it was good fun . Sgt Mick Dytham being the best shot 
received his prize, a bottle of Becks and a Mars bar. The Thursday 
evening barbecue with improvised sketches saw the troop come to the 
fore and produced some budding Thespians. The loudest being Judge 
'H Lloyd '. 

Congratulations to Sgt Mick and Helen Dytham, LCpl Darren and 
Jane Murray and fina lly LCpl Mark and Lynette Bloom on their 
recent marriages . 

Do Fruit bats regularly n) o.-er your camp? 
When was the last time you sa\\ a Coral nake? 
Ho" many Coconut trees have you seen lately? 

Do you really need to know how to extract water from a Barrel Cactus? 

• Are all the survival books you have ever seen full of 
infonnation and techniques you could never use? 

• Do they deal with the whole world in 250 pages? 

SURVIVAL ADVANTAGE 
SURVIVAL FOODS AND TECHNIQUES SPECIFICALLY FOR 

THE BRITISH AND NORTH-WEST EUROPEAN ENVIRONMENT 

Written for use in the field, by an ex-soldier, this new survival manual is 
dedicated totally to your home environment, to your main theatre of 
operations. It deals with foods and techniques relevent to the north-west 
European climate and presents them in a way which is not only factual 
but easy to follow. Its 416 pages contain more than 450 drawings and 
diagrams. The 180 colour photographs of plants, fungi, trees, and other 
species. taken by the author, are accompanied by detailed descriptions 
to help you quickly become an identification expert. 

• FIRES • COOKING • MOBILITY • SIGNALS • FREQUENCIES • 
•SHELTER• NUTRITION• FIRST AID• IDENTIFICATION • 

• WILD FOODS• SKILLS • NAVIGATION • 
• TRAPPINC • FISHING •WATER • 

To obtain your copy of this unique, new book write with your name, 
address and cheque or P.O. for £15.00 (includes post and packing)to: 

LANE SURVIVAL - NANHOLME MILL, SHAW WOOD ROAD, 
TODMORDEN, WEST YORKSHIRE, OL 14 6DA 
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Please make cheques payable to LANE SURVIVAL and please note that 
SURVIVAL ADVANTACE is not available in book shops. 

COMING AND GOINGS 
We say farewell and good luck to Sgts Al Davidson, Beakey 

Newton-Roberts, Paul Gittins and his wife Jean. 
A big welcome to W02 Mac and Helen Mccreedy (the boss's 

kicking boy), Sgts Jim Peterken and his wife Andrea and finally Andy 
Stewart and his wife Chris. 

Congratulations also to LCpl 'Iron Man' Herd for winning the t 
Armd Div Modern Triathalon. 

226 SIGNAL SQUADRON 
Sqn Comd Maj Vyv Thatcher 
2IC Capt Murray Coleman 
SSM W02 (SSM) Martin Waclawek, Def Ew Tp Comd Capt Ken 
Graham, Kingfisher Tp Comd WOl Dave Dolling, SQMS SSgt 
(SQMS) Chris Naylor, Sqn FofS W02 (FofS) Bob Hamilton, Sqn 
YofS SSgt (YofS) Steve Slater. 

The Squadron is now finally adjusting to its new name and new 
organisation after a hectic two months including a couple of demos 
and a visit to the Braunschweig Police . 

We bid a fond farewell to SSgt (SQMS) John Gibson to 2 Sqn, and 
to Sgt Richmond, Cpls Mileham and Walsh to HQ Sqn . We wish you 
all good fortune in the future . 

We welcome SSgt (SQMS) Chris Naylor and Jackie from the sleepy 
world of Blandford . We hope you enjoy your time with the Squadron . 

ROMEO TROOP 
Tp Comd Lt Graham Addley 
2IC/ OPSWO W02 Eric Clee 
WOI W02 Taff Evans, Reccee SSgt SSgt Paul Gardner, Tp SSgt SSgt 
Scotty Sherrard . 

HELLOS AND GOODBYES 
In the last few months we bade farewell to SSgt Pat Sutton (1 Sqn), 

Cpl Darren Angelsea (2 Sqn), and LCpl Mickey Legg (Civvy Street) . 
We wish them all the best in the future. 

Into the Troop we warmly welcomed Cpl Pullen and Joanne, 
'Robbo' Robson, 'Bangers' Bancroft and Helena, LCpls Knowles 
Lewis, Sandra, Sigs Scholtz and Smith. ' 

CONGRATULATIONS 
The Troop would like to congratulate Sig Barney Revell and his 

wife on the birth of their son, Kyle. 

COMMS TROOP 
Tp Comd Lt Robert Whelan 
Tp SSgt SSgt Alf Cupper 
Tp Sgt Sgt Mick McGinn . 

We bid a fond farewel~ to Cpl Montgomery (to AF NORTH), LCpl 
Gardner (to COD Donnmgton), and to LCpl Burke(to 4ADSR) . We 
wish them all the best for the future. 

V;f e welcome bac~ to the Troop LCpl Leader and Sig O'Brian from 
their detachment with the Scots Guards, and Sig McDonald from his 
detachment to UNFICYP . 

Lt .Robe.rt Whelan presel'!ts Superintendent of Braunschweig 
Police with a plaque fo llowing a vis it, W01 Sinden in background 
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ANGLO-GERMAN FORTNIGHT 
REGIMENT ASCOT DAY 

16 Sig Regt 
BFPO 35 

Our new CO, Lt Col Neil Fisher and his wife Jinny, arrived to find 
the Regiment totally immersed in preparations for the Anglo-German 
fortnight. Boldly he volunteered to take part in the TV Chat Show at 
the local Race Course on 'Ascot Day'. As the Corps is mounted the 
Regiment took great pride in sponsoring the 16 Sig Regt l,400m 
Steeplechase . Despite being in the fast track the Regiment does not 
neglect those who are less fortunate and a cheque was presented to the 
local German orphanage. 

Presenting the cheque 

Just to show how versatile technicians can be SSgt (FofS) Nick 
Fordyce volunteered to undertake the responsibility for the Pimms 
and English teas. Without a screwdriver in sight (although WOl 
(RSM) Martin Smith's pace stick was rumoured to be about) he and 
his team produced a most sophisticated hospitality ten.t. Thi~ was well 
frequented by both British and German racegoers, mcludrng many 
who had come over from the UK for this premier event in the German 
race calendar . 

Despite being Sunday, the thirteenth, all went well and the number 
of celebration drinks being bought in the Four Square Club suggested 
that no little money was made on the tote. 

BAND CONCERT 
Race Day may have been something of a gamb~e. but the Anglo

German Band Concert with the Corps Band was billed as a balaJ?ced 
event. The programme did not however account for the umque 
performance of the Joker and his trombone. 

THE FREEDOM PARADE, AND TREE PLANTING . . 
The sun glinted on the bayonets and swords . For the first lime, 

the Regiment marched behind its brilliant gold Fahnenband. The 
Fahnenband is traditionally a German Battle honour . The Ober
burgermeister Willi Wahl awarded it to the Regiment for thirty fi~e 
years of partnership and unbroken ~ervice to the Stadt .~refeld: This 
is the longest continuous partnership .between any Bnt.1sh umt and 
Stadt. This record of trust and fr iendship was crowned this year by the 
Regiment's celebration of the twentieth anniversary of the Freed?m of 
Krefeld . To mark how deep the roots have grown the Regiment 
presented an oak tree which was planted .in the Stadt Garten by the 
Master of Signals and the Oberburgerme1ster, flanked by 4 Sqn. 

THERE ' S NO DRAM LIKE 
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The Master of Signals plants an oak t ree 
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21 Sig Regt 
Colerne 

TAR FALL 0 COLERNE 
Being the fi r t uni t to withdraw from BAOR and settle in the UK, 

the Regiment ha had a number of vi its from people ·elcoming u 
back into the fold including everal formation Commanders anxious 
to view 1hi foreign cou in. 

The first glimmer 10 visit u was Brig Nigel Haynes, Commander of 
Bulford Garri on, and our new Commander, followed by the new 
Commander Comm UKLF, Brig Nigel Wood. 

Brig Wood obviously enjoyed his visit because he returned a few 
week later with the SOinC (Army), Maj Gen R. F. L. Cook . The 
SOinC presented LS & GC Medals to W02 (SSM) Dave Whiting and 
to gt Brian (Amway) Carlin during his visit. 

Maj Gen Cook wa followed by Lt Gen Sir Richard winburn KCB, 
Commander of Southern Dislrict, who in turn was followed by Gen 

ir John Waters KCB, CBE, CinC UKLF, who vi ited 43 Sqn (V), 
part of 37 Sig Regt (V) then on annual camp. 

AU in all, we have had 12 'star ' floating around the camp in 
variou clusters. To compensate we have lost our own con tellation, 
the Silver Stars Parachute Display Team, who have moved to other 
kies. 

A DAY ON THE HILLS 
On Friday 31 July I 992, a very willing ceam from RHQ and a 

handful of elected non members of RHQ set out for che Brecon 
Beacons. 

The CO, Lt Col H. H. Ham had decided that instead of the usual 
Friday afternoon run, why not offer a complete day out slrolling 
around the scenic delights of the Beacons . The response from RHQ 
was ecstatic, leave passes were being handed in at immense speed. 

evertheless approximately 30 people 'volunteered' to participate. 
Wagons rolled ouc at 0730 hrs and headed for Brecon. Everyone 

had their pre (stroll on the hills) brief and set off in teams of six in 
10 minute intervals. The organiser, W02 (SSM) Morgan, who was 
suffering from an old injury, would meet each palrol as it came 
through at a check point half way round. He saw us all off and headed 
for his destination. 

The weather was a scorching B5°F and the pounds began to fall off 
us as we climbed and climbed to our check points. 

The first patrol, led by Capt Cooper, decided that travelling by road 
might be the easiest route navigationally, they were soon proved 
wrong, what goes down in the Beacons goes up twice as far. 

Al the half way point the Sergeant Major, looking relaxed, greeted 
each patrol with 'the hard part's over now', knowing full well that the 
Everest of the Beacons, Pen y Fan, awaited the intrepid travellers . 

The only injuries sustained were some mild cases of sun burn and 
blisters, notably SSgt 'Airborne' Cochrane Dyet. 

The day was rounded off with an excellent barbecue provided by 
Cpl Yates who set fire to his trousers whilst lighting it. 

Everyone said that they had had a good day and looked forward to 
the next outing. 

3 QUADRON 
SHQ 
Sqn Comd Maj G. W. Bartliff 
2IC Capt J. Hodges 
SSM W02 (SSM) N. Whittingham, YofS SSgt (YofS) F. McCubbin, 
SQMS SSgt (SQMS) P. Christie, MT Sgt C. Gray, Pay Sgt P. 
Lockwood. 

The move to Colerne and Options has brought many major changes 
to 3 Sqn. 

To continue providing communication support to the Helicopter 
Force remaining in Germany, Oscar (Radio) Tp transferred from 4 
Sqn to 3 Sqn. Tp Comd Capt Justin Hodges has also taken on the 
additional roles of Sqn 2IC and Fwd Ops Officer. The Troop of Tele 
Op (Tg) and R) and their FFR vehs will support the new Helicopter 
Support Detachment (HSD) moving from RAF Gutersloh to 
Laarbruch early next year. 

It is to the credit of everyone and particularly W02 (SSM) Dick 
Whittingham, SSgt (SQMS) Bill Ogden and SSgt Trev Jenkins that the 
move to Laarbruch went so smoothly. 

3 Sqn have now taken on a self supporting role at RAF Laarbruch. 
To cater for our additional responsibilities we welcome the following: 
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Sgt Bill Pritchard Chief Clerk , Sgt Paul Lockwood , Pay and SSgt 
(YofS) Frank McCubbin . T he SQMS and MT areas have increased 
dramatically. We say farewell to SSgt (SQMS) Bill Ogden on 
promotion and posting to Soltau (rumour is, he likes planning unit 
moves) . We welcome hi replacement SSgt (SQMS) Phil Christie from 
16 Sig Regt. 

Many ex members of 2 1 Sig Regt from the distant past will be happy 
to know that 3 Sqn has returned to the compound it last occupied in 
RAF Laarbruch prior to the move to Wildenrath in 1970. 

On a final note Capt Garry Mason (yes, after five years) still 
Commands November Tp at RAF Gutersloh and is busy preparing for 
the Troop's disbandment on closure of the base in July 1993 . He will, 
no doubt, be the last one to leave the base. 

H TROOP RAF BRUGGEN 
Tp Comd Capt Len Carr 
Tp SSgt SSgt Tony McClean 
Project Sgt Sgt Bob Hindle, Maint Sgt Sgt John Whitty, l/C Techs 
Sgt Tim Cummings, MT NCO Cpl Tim Cox, Tp Clerk Mrs Mandy 
Recchia. 

COMINGS AND GOINGS 
Recent arrivals are: Sgt John Whitty from 13 Sig Regt, Cpl Andy 

Mattson, his wife Linda and three children, from 3 Inf Bde, Cpl 
'Spud' Murphy and Karen from B Sig Regt, and LCpl 'Taff' 
Molumby and his wife Martina and son Martyn; welcome all to H 
Troop. 

DEPARTURES 
Recent departures include: SSgt Keith Perkins, his wife Marion and 

children, who are now stationed in Manchester, where Keith is busy 
recruiting young soldiers. 

Farewells also to Cpl Danny Boland, Clare and family , who are on 
route to B Sigs, Sig (now LCpl) John Buttle and his new wife, who are 
off to Berlin, and last but not least LCpl Paul Giles and Louise, who 
are now in Cyprus. 

VISITS 
Prior to the demise of 4 Sig Gp, the Troop was visited by the 

Commander Col P. E. A. Chaddock, a past-Troop Commander on 22 
July 1992. Col Chaddock presented Gulf Medals to members of the 
Troop. 

Gulf Medal recipients 
L to R: Cpls Lee Coffill, Tim Cox , Sigs 'Ces' Cecil , 'Robbo' 
Robertson with Col P. E. A. Chaddock and Mrs Debbie Maylett 

EXERCISE STATIC ROLE 
At the end of September the Troop was reinforced by 2 Troops 

from Bl Sig Sqn (V), B55(V) and B56(V). A comprehensive workload 
is planned for them together with a few 'horse racing' nights and 
general socia lising. 
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J. TROOP (RAF LAARBRUCH) 
Tp Comd Capt Oave Wright 
Tp SSgt SSgt Mick Kelly 
Line Sgt Sgt Jim Duncan, Projects Sgt Sgt lbbbs Rabbetts, SNCO JC 
Tech Wksps Sgt Kev Hayfield , NCO IC Systems Cpl Max Bloyce. 

INSIDE HELP 
To help with the manning problem personnel from 'O' T roop 

(Harrier Support) are attached for a week at a time. 
Cpl Max Bloyce taught them the principles of the ASM. and all that 

is involved with the faults booking and faults crew task ing. 
Digging was a treat not to be missed, therefore Cpl John Brennan 

took them to the latest Test Hut due for refurbishment and put them 
to work which included jointing. 

LCpl Jason Raybold now claims to be an expert with the DL:A , 
thanks to guidance from LCpl Mick Lawlor who has been out testmg 
Data Lines. 

T he most closely guarded trick of the trade was also passed , the art 
of scrounging tea and biscuits while insta lling telephones, this ritual 
was discretely passed on by Sig Nige Penney. Thanks for the help lads . 

ARRIVALS . 
Sgt Jim Duncan arrived from the UK and into his new job as a L1.ne 

Sgt. Cpl Paul Keenan and his wife Hilda, Cpl Gaz Taylor and Demse 
with daughter Gemma, LCpl 'H' Harris and Amanda and last but not 
least LCpl Martin Cowlard and Nicola . 

DEPARTURES 
Sadly we say goodbye to Sgt Paul Jennings, Cpls Al Jones and Cpl 

John Brennan all to Civ Div. 
Posted are Cpl Paddy Quee 10 Gibraltar, LCpl Bra~ler to the T~. 

LCpl Dale to Cyprus, LCpl Lewis down the road to H Troop, Sig 
Mickey Reay who is off to York and Sig Taff Davies across the water . 

CONGRATULATIONS . . 
Our congratulations to the following, on new add1uons to the 

family: Cpl 'Gaz' and Denise Taylor daughter Gemma, LCpl 'Scouse' 
and Michelle Bradley daughter Elysha, LCpl ' Benny' and Liz Bennett 
daughter Kira and LCpl 'Fudge' and Jackie MacPhee daughter 
Lauren. 

PROMOTIONS 
Cpl Max Bloyce has been selected for promotion to Sergeant, LCpl 

Bonnie Tyler has been promoted to Corporal , 'Fudge' MacPhee and 
Tony Lythgoe to Lance Corporal and Sig Taff Davies promoted on 
posting. 

3SQUADRON 
BELGIUM 'DEATH' MARCH . 

The 23rd JOOkm Belgium 'Death' March was held .m Bornem 
Belgium on 14 August. This is an annual event and 1s regularly 

attended . . . d I f 
Unfortunately due to work commitments, injury an a coup e o 

last minute detachments, the Squadron could ?nly manage th~ee 
participants this year. Cpls Max Bloyce, 'Sutts Sutton and Billy 

Upton. d · · 
Cpl Sutton fresh from the Nijmegen Marches neede no trarning 

and was only too keen to get started, not so for the other two lads. 
The minibus was parked up in Bornem as the next IOOkm was to be 

done on foot . . · f · 
2100 hrs was the start of the March with the mtention o covermg 

most of the distance in the cool of the night. . . 
The 30km point was reached and was the only po1m at which 

throwing the towel in was mentioned. 
Needless to say all three completed the March in ver~ commendable 

times and received a Medal and Certificate to prove 1t. 
The three of them are talking with enthusiasm about the next one, 

we shall see. Well done . . 
Final Times: Cpl Bloyce I B hrs 55 mins, Cpl Sutton IB hrs 55 mins 

and Cpl Upton 21 hrs 15 mins. 

FISCAL TROPHY 1992 . . . 
The Fiscal Trophy is an annual Inter-Troop military . s~11ls 

competition, the aim of which is to bring togethe~ the 3 A1r~1~ld 
Troops (who otherwise don't see e~ch other often) m a comret1t1ve 
environment. This year the compeuuon was held .on ~ 7 Se~temb~r and 
comprised stands, such as First Aid, NBC, basic S1~nallmg skills! a 
delightful stretcher race, command t~sk and a bemus1?g stand w.h.1ch 
involved a uni-cycle and some traffic cones. The marn comp.etlllon 
was immediately followed by an Inter-Troop tug-of-war event Uust up 
OTp's street) followed by a barbecue and 'Horse Race'. 
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We are delighted to announce that Oscar Tp ( H) won all three 
events convincingly and thank mu t go not only to the te~m but to 
SSgt Jenkin and Cpl T idswell on winning the hor e race m the bar 
afterwards. However, let ' s not steal the limelight from the true her~ 
of the day who were: Fiscal Team: Cpl am Park~, LCpl. M1~k 
Turnbull, Paul Smith , John Davies, Mark Smith and ag Charhe Elh · 
Tug of War Team: Capt J ustin Hodges, SSgt T rev Jenkin , gt Bob 
Harvey, Cpls Sam Parke, Carl mith! LCpls Mick Turnbull , John 
Davies, Paul Smith, and not forgettmg team coach LCpl Martin 
Heap. . 

4 (244) Sqn have spent the last fe~ months in the p~ocess of moving 
from two different locations. 21 Sig Regt have provided the bulk of 
the new Squadron from Wildenrath and 244 .Sig Sqn the remaind~r 
from Brize Norton . The Squadron now provide th ree troops, India 
and Juliet in the support helicopter role and Alpha as the AMF(L) 
Troop. 

The Squadron was brought over by Maj Ian .Grif!ith~ who has no":, 
sadly moved on posting, to MOD London with his wife Peta. In his 
place' we wetc'ome Maj Robert Holt and his wife Cindy. The ne~ ~qn 
Comd along wi th the ever watchful SSM W02 Brereto.n are bnng1!1g 
the Squadron to operatio?al efficiency. before embarkmg on a. senes 
of exercises. India and J uhet are deploymg on Ex Icebreaker, with our 
TA compatriots, Ex Winged Crusader and Ex . Green Blade. 
Meanwhile Alpha are deployed on Ex Alley Expre s m Turkey. 

T he Squadron has participated in a ~ini tri.athalon ~nd opened a 
new Squadron bar for those special occasions, hke 21st b1rth~ays. The 
bar has , by mass request , been named afte: LCpl !ony Hannag~n who 
served only with '244' and '21' before he died tragically early this year · 
' Hannigans' was built almost entirely by LCpl ·yvoody' Woodland 
and was given the finishing touch by Yeoman Chve Co~estake, who 
painted a mural on one of the walls. The bar was very kmdly opened 
by Mr and Mrs Hannigan, with family, on what ~as a happy b~l 
emotional occasion for all. All our thanks and best wishes go to Eddie 
and Frances and their family. The opening was also attended by the 
CO 21 Sig Regt, Lt Col H. H. Ham and RSM WOI Cluke. 

4 (244) SQUADRON TRIATHALON 
by LCpl Barker 

On Friday 21 August, 44 'willing' members o~ the Squ?dron queued 
to be checked in and numbered by Capt 'Tennis Elbow. f?un.can and 
Sgt Tivey. For many this was a first atte_mpt. The ~um. tna~halon 
consisted of a 400m swim followed by a 3 mile run culmmaung, m.true 
military style, in a 10 round SABO shoot, due t.o the shortage o~ b.1kes, 
and a half mi le run to the finish . By the way this was Sgt Youngs idea. 

Fastest swimmer of the day was LCpl Smart who. put her fellow 
competitors well behind her. Also worthy of a menu~n, ~ut ~ot so 
fast, were Sigs Lee Hickman and Paul ~arren for th~ir fme display 
of synchronised swimming. After the swim the competitors staggered 
round the run and on to the range. Another exam~le of defence cuts 
was encountered, the Figure 1 l's were about 4. m square,. Expert 
guidance in target location was g!ven by Sigs C~1ck and Middleton . 
Best shot was embarrassingly achieved by Cpl Jim ~effers, from the 
New Zealand Signals, with his first proper sho~t With the ~ABO. He 
scored 925 out of a 1,000 point maximum (begmners l~ck.). 

Having discarded ear defenders and m3:king a ~eclarauon, JUSt what 
is needed in the middle of a triathalon, 1t was ume to run for home 
and to everyone's relief, the finish. 

The prize giving took place in 'Hannigans' and was cond~cted by 
Maj Griffiths. The first two were disqualified, Sgt You.ng (f1rstJ for 
being a real triathlete and SSM Brereton (second) for bemg.the SSr:-1. 
The SSM was awarded three shredded wheat as a ~onsolauon. With 
these alterations the top three were: first-Sig Mark Deary, 
second-LCpl C. J. Barker and third-Sig .Dore. . . 

So Alpha Tp achieved a clean sweep. All mall a good compeuuon 
with everyone looking forward to the next one. 
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HQ Q ADRON 
Finingly it ha fallen to HQ Sqn to collate the final Wire otes for 

22 ig Regt. 'Why fittingly?' Well it will surely be one of us that will 
eventual! do e the doors and put the lights out to end 33 years 
occupancy of Churchill Barrack , Lippstadt. But who will actually 
tum the key? 

HQ 
qn Comd Maj Pat Maloney 

21C Sqn Capt Mkk Pawlak 
A/SSM SSgt Mick Alcock, Sqn Clk Sig Atkinson . 

Well it won't be any of these! The Sqn Comd departs in November 
to ci ilian life, settling in Germany with his wife Birgitt . 

The 2IC is off to within a 9 iron shot of Sennelager Golf Course (or 
2 4~s?) to 'QM' the new 20 Armd Bde HQ and Sig Sqn , and Sig 
(The Streak) Atkinson is advancing determinedly on 7 Sig Regt. The 
A/ SSM who has done a sterling job in his short but hectic tour in HQ 
Sqn is going to 34 Sig Regt (V) having ensured that HQ Sqn was the 
smartest echelon in the Disbandment/Freedom Parade. 

QM{A) DEPARTMENT 
QM Maj Malcolm Robinson 
RQMS W02 (RQMS) Dos Martyres 
SSgt Alan Jarwood, Sgt Tony Moses. 

I suppose the 'honour' of being 'last man out' must fall upon one 
of these gentlemen (although not the 'RQ' as he probably 'won't be 
available'!). Whereas the drawdown of the technical side of the 
Regiment is vircuaUy complete, the handover of the accommodation 
stores and as ociated items can only now commence. Speculation as 
to the future of the Barracks goes on as the QM conducts countless 
guided tours and attends endless conferences. 

QM(T) DEPARTMENT 
The work is almost over and the ratio of hours spent in the 

'Storemans Arms' to hours spem in the office will soon reven back 
to normal. Our weapons have been sent somewhere, our vehicles 
elsewhere; MOB stock, Ammunition, Hazardous waste, scrap cars, 
POL, GI098 have all disappeared into the system and there only 
remains the Handover of 2 and 3 Sqns to 4 and 3 Div respectively to 
complete. Easy wasn't it? (Who is that being led out in a straight 
jacket by the man in the white coat? 'Right boys, wave goodbye to 
SSgt Eric Ridley and LCpl 'Petite' Pettit; we'll visit them tomorrow; 
I told you hard work wasn't good for you.') 

And now it's time to say goodbye to: QM(T) Maj Mick Fogg 7 Sig 
Regt; RQMS(T) W02 Ian Kirkpatrick I Civ Div; SSgt Eric Ridley 
School of Signals (after P Wing); Sgt Livesey Gibraltar; Cpl Nichol 
39 Inf Bde; LCpl Pettit 3 Div Sig Regt; LCpl Bolton 7 Sig Regt; LCpl 
Smith 3 Armd Div HQ and Sig Regt; Sig Jones Demobbed 'Howway 
the lads' . 

MT TROOP 
A/MTWO SSgt Norrie Ruddiman 
Tp Sgt Sgt Ned Kelly 
Details Clk LCpl Byers RCT . 

It wasn't really a problem, it only looked like one-the 
Disbandment Weekend that is! Quite simply, on Friday evening move 
the Regiment to three separate functions and take them home; on 
Saturday take the Regiment and its families and 50 VIPs to Stadt 
receptions, parades, lunches, parties and home again. 'Oh, by the 
way, this group must arrive 3 mins before the others and these people 
need to be collected from the station/airport/ferry and why haven't 
you got 11 staff cars, 14 coaches, 9 minibuses 16 pushbikes and a 
camel?' . . . (camel?). ' 

o it wasn't really a problem, well, not in retrospect ... all that's 
left are the farewells ... 

To Cpl Steer, LCpl Byers and all other 'Truckies' who have 
entertained us, thank you and good luck. 

To SSgt Ruddiman, off to the serenity of 28 Sig Regt. 
To gt Ned Kelly, the 'leg man' for much of the disbandment work 

off to 16 Sig Regt. 'What? Are you disbanding also? Deja vu.' ' 
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22 Sig Regt 
BFPO 107 

FOOTNOTE 
Even as the gates swing eerily, creaking in the breeze and the 

'tumble weed' blows across the deserted drill square, the Regiment 
refuse to fade quietly away. The Dinghy Sailing team have recently 
won the 3 Armd Div Team Championships with Cpl Paul Downie also 
taking the Individual Title. 

The Athletics team , with a superb all round effort, and despite the 
'millstone' of the team manager Capt Mick Pawlak succeeded in 
winning the inaugural Paderborn Garrison Athletics Competition. 
There were outstanding individual performances frnm LCpl 'Tubby' 
O'Kell (I !Om and 400m hurdles) and Cpl 'Mac' McClellan (800m and 
1500m), the result being decided in traditional style by the final event, 
the 4 x 400m . 

I SQUADRON 
The end of an era has arrived as I Sqn disbands, and was marked 

by a parade, fete and party in July. The parade was a solemn affair 
with the Squadron pennant being ceremonially handed to the CO by 
Sgt Scouse Walsh, Sigs Tina Williams and Waz Wasley . 

At the parade the CO presented 27 members of I Sqn with their 
Gulf Medals . 

The parade did have its lighter moments. The late arrival of the 
Yeoman's wife, Mrs Suzanne Patterson, caused the Squadron to be 
brought to attention because her metal heels gave her a 'CO like' 
sound . Luckily the CO followed soon after her. The PA system, set 
up by Sgt Bob Duffield, having failed to perform for the rehearsals 
managed to blare out 'New York, New York' and 'We'll meet again' 
as the inspection took place . There was a lump in the throats of many 
as the Squadron-led by Maj Phil Filby, performed the final March 
Past. 

The afternoon fete was held on Saturday, 11 July and raised funds 
for the Royal National Lifeboat Institution . Lt Ali Angus and her 
merry team of cyclists had just returned from their charity cycle ride 
from Lippstadt to the RNLI headquarters in Poole, Dorset and raised 
an incredible amount of money. The fete, organised principally by 
W02 (SSM) Geoff Woodcock and ably supported by many others was 
a great success. 

The bulk of the manpower has gone to 16 Sig Regt with the rest 
going to join 206 Sig Sqn with their SANs and a few to other 
interesting postings. 

Good fortune and happiness to all past members of I Sqn; may you 
and your families thrive and prosper in new units. 

2SQUADRON 
Sqn Comd Maj Paul Wilkin 
2IC Capt John Botterill 
SSM W02 (SSM) Nigel Samm, YofS SSgt (YofS) Chris Nutt, FofS 
SSgt (FofS) Geoff Martin, SQMS SSgt (SQMS) Steve Carr, Ops Sgt 
Carlos Sinclair, MT Sgt Glen Martin. 

D TROOP 
Lt Eddy Williams 
SSgt Mick Shirley, Sgt Matt Murray 

E TROOP 
Lt Sally Rees 
SSgt Scotty Scott, Sgts Mark Pounsett, Paul Davies. 

On disbandment of the Regiment, 2 Sqn moves to 4 Armd Div HQ 
and Sig Regt in Herford to become 3 Sqn. However in order to move 
with the correct trade and rank structure has required a multitude of 
inter Squadron postings. The new reshaped Troops are getting to 
k~ow each other, whilst in the midst of preparation for RSIT, 
Disbandment Parades and the ever popular area cleaning. Life goes 
on . . . 

MEDAL PRESENTATION 
On Monday, 20 July 1992 the CO of the Regiment presented Gulf 

medals to members of 2 Sqn. The CO spoke to each recipient and 
congratulated them all on a job well done. The medal recipients were: 
SSgt Alcock, Cpls Clifford, Downie, Goodwin, Murdoch, Stein, 
L_Cpls Collom, Crooks, Marsden, McGinnigle, O'Kell, Poppa, Willis, 
S1gs Mace, McHugh, Hare, Hughes, Jones, Smith 231. 
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THE EXERCISE SEASON 
C T roop seemed to enjoy the somewhat novel experience of actually 

deploying some of its assets, the Tactical Interface Installations. 
On Ex Calm Fence E Tp thoroughly enjoyed the experience of 

deploying with 80 Sqn of 33 Sig Regt (V) to Belgium. The TA 
Volunteers and the members of E Tp mixed very well , especially since 
double manning on every det meant a number of spare minutes to 
socialise. 

During Ex Summer Sales OSC 138 headed by Maj Wilkin, 
apparently enjoyed the not so novel experience of arriving at TN016 
and fi nding their first task was ... to dig in . Bad luck Sir , stay with 
another Troop next time . .. 

On one exercise Lt Sally Rees cheerfully told the boys that they were 
putting on an Open Day for the families. The height of this being the 
children's assault course, with Cpls 'Zippo' Wilson, Dave Uttley and 
with LCpl 'Hodgie' Hodgins as the clown . SSgt 'Scotty' Scott was 
heard to say that 'Hodgie' required the least training. 

With the stands finished, a compo meal was provided and the 
families spent time with their husbands . It was an extremely tired, and 
in some cases rather sick looking group, (due to too much compo 
chocolate) that got back on the buses. But everyone seemed to have 
had an excellent day . 

'Has anyone seen the youth worker?' Diana Samm and 'gang' at 
the 2 Sqn Families Day 

CONCLUSION 
The Squadron has lost a large number of great characters. Good 

luck to all of you, especially to Paul and Gail Davies as they move to 
civvy street. 

The disbandment also saw the end of Charlie Tp. For a number of 
years, C Tp had been responsible for the operation and ~aintenance 
of the Army's only Troop of Tactical Interface Installat10ns. 

Farewell and good luck. 

3 QUADRON 
SHQ 
Sqn Comd Maj Ste ·e John ton 
2IC Capt Julian Swindell 
SSM W02 (SSM) Geoff Baldry, SQMS gt (SQMS) Pete Huzzey, 
YofS SSgt (YofS) Steve Rose. FofS SSgt (Fof ) Martin Davies. 

With the disbandment of the Regiment the Squadron joins 3 Armd 
Div HQ and Sig Regt and becomes 222 Sig Sqn. 

The Troops in the new Squadron will assume titles from the Battle 
Honours of 3 Armd Div HQ and Sig Regt. Hot favourites were the 
Orange, Lemon and Lime Troops, after the Orange River Battle in the 
Boer War-but no Troop wanted to be known as 'The Jif' Troop! 

As part of reorganisation the Squadron has said goodbye to many 
stalwart members, of particular note: Lt Andy Talbot now a student 
at Shrivenham, Lt Mike Dooley now serving with l Cheshire Regt , 
W02 Phil Clifford on promotion to RSM at 7 Regt and also to gt 
Neil Ardern now HQ Sqn SSM at 14 Sig Regt. We wish them and their 
families all the best for the future . 

HOTEL TROOP 
Tp Comd Lt Nick Beecher 
SSgt SSgt Stu Cheslett 
Sgt Sgt Dave Haley . 

With the reorganisation of the Squadron TNOl4 has changed quite 
considerably. We say goodbye to Sgts Dave Glay and Sam Street to 
4 Armd Div HQ and Sig Regt; we say hello to the new Troop Sergeant, 
Sgt Dave Haley and to Cpls Karl Wilson and Tony Barker (back 
again). 

INDIA TROOP 
Tp Comd Lt Ali Angus 
Sgt Sgt Carl Smales 

The move of TN016 on I October has meant many new faces in the 
Troop. Amidst the preparation for the move to 3 Armd Div HQ and 
Sig Regt, Sgt 'Carl' Smales has done a sterling job helping to mould 
the new Troop together. Sgt Partridge has just joined the Troop and 
takes over as Troop Sgt. The Troop wishes Sgt Carl Smales and his 
wife Lesley well in AFCENT. 

CHARITY MARATHON RUN IN AID OF THE PESTALOZZI 
CHILDREN'S VILLAGE TRUST 

In keeping with a long tradition of raising money for charity the 
Regiment gave its support to another worthy cause in September, t~e 
Pestalozzi Children's Village Trust. The trust whose motto 1s, 
' Fighting The Third World War with Education', ~ms to fight .l~ng 
term hunger and poverty at its roots by educatmg and trammg 
children from some of the poorest countries in the world. 

With the Regiment's sponsorship money already pledged WOI 
(YofS) Wayne Brown set off on the 42km course in _Berlin on ~unday 
27 September. Soaring temperatures, later of0c1ally d~c_ibed as 
exceptional for the time of year, produced the highest atmuon rate 
ever seen in Berlin. Yeoman Brown, slightly the worse for wear and 
looking decidedly sun-tanned completed the course in 3 hrs 11 rnins. 
Not a personal best, but as he was heard to say later, 'not bad for one 
approaching infirmity!' 

The Regiment's Disbandment Parade behind us and manpower 
disappearing fast the difficulty came in locating those who ~ad 
pledged support to relieve them of their money. The Command1.ng 
Officer, again in the finest traditions of a 'Ca~tain' g?ii:ig down Wlth 
his ship was the last to be caught, though he paid up willingly! A total 
of £500.00 was raised for the charity. 

HA VE YOU ORDERED YOUR COPIES 
OF THE WIRE FOR 1993? 

Subscription form is on page 462 
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28 (BR) Sig Regt (NORTHAG) 
BFPO 35 

CHANGE OF COMMAND P RADE 
On 29 July Lt Col A. W. Merrick MBE handed over command to 

Lt Col R. T. Hoole. ATO has its own traditions and one of these 
i the Change of Command ceremony between two Commander . 
From ACEUR downward , a flag is ceremonially pas ed from the 
old commander to the new, ia a reviewing officer. 

\ ith con iderable style and panache, the Regiment duly paraded to 
witness thi ceremony and pay compliments to both Commanding 
Officers. The parade commander was Maj Ian Grant and there were 
a total of 12 officers on parade! 

The ceremony was performed by the ACOS G3 Northag, Brig R. 
A. Cordy-Simp on OBE. He tested the ingenuity of the Regiment by 
arriving without his SD trousers but this was quickly rectified: Capt 
Stuart Macrostie had a spare pair in his office. 

On the principle of 'if you've got it, flaunt it!', the Regimental Flag 
and Fahnenband was used for the Pa sing of Command. The (then 
only) Regimental subaltern, Lt Donnie Robertson was, obviously, the 
bearer. 

After the Parade the Regiment and guests retired to respective 
Messes for refreshment. Lt Col Merrick left the barracks in a horse
drawn landau carriage. 

The Change of Command Parade 

MT SUPPORT SQUADRON 
MTO Capt Ben Britton 
MT SSgt SSgt John Fisher 
Brit Sgt Sgt 'Al' Eley, NATO Sgt Sgt Shaun 'Porky' Croft. 

Most of the Troop has taken part in Ex Fran Avant which involved 
con:ipteting PB!t _of the ~elgian Commando Course, :nountaineering, 
cavrng and gauung confidence at heights, which most of the Troop 
achieved, especially Sig 'Stan' Stanthorpe. He, unfortunately, forgot 
to brake o~ the death slide and is now on R & R in RAF Hospital 
Wegberg with a damaged leg; the Troop wish him a speedy recovery. 

On the sports scene, Cpl 'Gaz' Greaves continues to represent the 
Regiment at football and is therefore away some of the time on 
training. 

The Squadron persuaded the 'old men' SSgt John Fisher and Sgt Al 
Eley to. ~ome out of retirement and play in the Inter-Troop Rugby 
compet~uon and the 'A' team managed to hold their own until being 
beaten ID a sudden death play off in the semi final. 

On a final note, we would like to thank our man of the moment 
ig 'Goodhew' Dukes for his excellent efforts in the recent Inter~ 

Troop Swimming competition. 
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TM TROOP 
Here we are again, TM Tp back to thrill, tease and tantalise. We 

will capture your imagination with our Summer (if you could call it 
that) programme. Forget surf, sun and sand. Go-Karting was the 
name of the first event with Sgt 'Paddy' Ireland, Cpl Billy Fagan and 
LCpl Dean Leach providing the thrills. 

Part 2 of the Stunt-Tech of the Year Competition was water skiing 
something that few could ma ter, but of all the flukes that happened: 
Cpl Mick 'not much balance, but loads of luck' Scanlon, was one of 
the lucky ones who never went water dragging. LCpl Paul 'can't turn 
corners' Cleet made a nice effort but to no avail (wash out). 

As leave was in the air, LCpl Dougie 'Dodgie' Celerier and Sig Stu 
'Space Cadet ' Sanderson decided to travel around Europe in one of 
Dougie's super deal cars. After infinite postcards, and numerous bets 
about their return, they came back with half the car they went out 
with, (the poor little X-19 Magnet). 

Congratulations to Cpls Kev 'Lucky Lew' Lewton and Stevie 'Ste' 
Cator on winning the promotion raffle, well done lads. 

_Welcome to the Troop to windsurfing wizard Sgt Burt Curtin, his 
wife Beverly and son. Also welcome to LCpls 'Selly' Selkirk, 'Pompy' 
Wardell, 'Sport' Steven Hogan and finally Sig 'Manny' Cowie. 

Farewell to SSgt (FofS) Tom ' born to be wild' McNeice (to AA Coll 
Harrogate), his contribution to the Troop both professionally and 
socially over the last two and a half years has been enormous, he will 
be sorely mi sed. We wish him all the best for the future. 

I SQUADRON 
COMINGS AND GOINGS 

Welcome to 2Lt Nick Range, on a two month attachment between 
Sandhurst and his Troop Commanders Course and 2Lt Sharon 
Moffat from her Troop Commanders Course. Further welcomes to 
SSgt {FofS) Andy Burns on transfer from 2 Sqn, Cpls Marie 
Alexander-High, 'Mac' McKenna and Sig 'Fordy' Ford. Farewells go 
to W02 (FofS) Steve Bibby, off to sunny climes, SSgt {SQMS) Chris 
Smithson, Sgts Shaun Marray, Guy Whitfield, Cpls 'Taff' Shane, 
Dave Cox, 'Fish' Herring, LCpl Trish Willimans, Sigs Carl Lewis and 
Wayne Watkins. And we mustn't forget Sig 'Robbo' Robinson who 
escaped on well-deserved promotion to 229 Sig Sqn in Berlin only to 
find half the Regiment chasing after him (see later) and getting him 
to work on a Sunday! 

GOLF TROOP 
Greeting from the all-singing all-dancing Commando-trained Golf 

Tp. Firstly we'd like to welcome Miss Moffat as our new Tp Comd 
and extend our sincere farewells to Sgt Guy Whitfield, Cpl 'Fish' 
Herring and Sig Wayne Watkins, all of whom have joined the human 
race again in civvy street. Good luck to all! 

On t~~ sporting scene the Troop reigned supreme in the swimming 
competlllon, but (due to the course not being water-logged) failed to 
do as well in the orienteering. You can't win them all! Thanks go to 
Cpls Eddy Palmer and Paul Elgenia for organising the teams. 

Ai;>art from the usual adventure training activities, one extra task 
was implemented . Total courage was needed to climb the mountain, 
return and dive into the river. Most succeeded. Sgt Baz Roberts' 
jugglin~ ~ct with a tray of drinks, on a night out in Cochem, proved 
enterta1Dmg both to the Troop and the local populace. By the way 
he did buy the round! 

On the work front the Troop has indulged in fatigues, practised 
!ylilitary Training teaching, with a few exercises thrown in as well as 
usual routine. 

All in all, all is well in the 'Twilight Zone'. 

OPERA TIO NS (BLITZED IN BERLIN) 
by Sig Davies 

I remember it clearly. It was 1130 hrs in the morning on Sunday 13 
September and I was sitting in a friend's room watching a video. 
T_hen, wi~h a knock on the door, Sgt Brian Rogers the MT Sgt poked 
his head m and asked LCpl Charlie Nicholas if he had a full driving 
licence. Quick as a flash Charlie said that he had, but he had not yet 
converted to left hand drive. I sensed a jiff coming, and tried to make 
myself small, but it was pointless. Within seconds I had been sent to 
the Squadron bar. 
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It was half full. It looked as if a good third of the Squadron was 
in, including (and don't forget this is the weekend), half a dozen pads! 
Anyway, for half an hour we were kept like mushroom , with rumour 
control running riot, when half of 2 Sqn walked in. The bar was shut. 
There were pads in at the weekend. Something was going on! 

Finally, all was explained. Capt Colville, 2IC I Sqn, briefed us poor 
mushrooms. There was a possibility that the Regiment was going to 
Bosnia to provide communications for the UN Peace Keeping Force. 
We had to go to Berlin to pick up a dozen or so vehicles, containing 
some comms kit. As we were gomg up there at 1500hrs, we were to 
wear civvies, take a sleeping bag, washing kit and uniform in which 
to drive back. 

After a lO Yi hour trip in a coach built, I suspect, before I was born 
we finally arrived at Alexandria Barracks in Berlin . 

The next day things really went apace. We found that the kit 
belonged to the German government. So, leaving the powers that be 
to argue about the wagons, our excursion group went out to sample 
the delights of the Berlin night life, and soon found that the MOD 
Form 90 is the British Army Berlin bus pass. 

By Tuesday there was still no decision regarding the equipment o 
Sgt 'Geordie' Simpson arranged a sight seeing tour with the help of 
the RCT Squadron at the barracks, and also arranged a lOODM AR 
payment as we were beginning to find out why the other services refer 
to us as pongoes. So, with a minor detour to the NAAFI to pick up 
clean shreddies and a new T-shirt, we oohed and aahed (yeah, sure) 
our way round Berlin. 

Thursday night came and still no decision had been reached, so it 
was back to the Regiment. So, after a week's holiday in Berlin we 
made a 10 hour journey by train back to Krefeld and to work. 

?SQUADRON 
NEW FACES FOR OLD 

Capt Mick Kennedy our new 2IC, joined us from 259 Sig Sqn in 
Cyprus. Capt John O'Rouke posted to 259 had no difficulty findin~ 
his way to Cyprus-apparently all he had to do was follow the trail 
left by Capt Kennedy's heels when they dragged him off the Island. 
Oscar Tp is now under the leadership of 2Lt Debs Sunderland who 
stepped into the gap left by Capt (Major) Ian Lawrence who is serving 
with the UN in Cambodia. Papa Tp said farewell to Tp SSgt W02 
Terry Oakes and his wife Jeanette on their departure to Harrogate and 
extended a welcome to 2Lt Lloyd Golley who is spending a short 
attachment with us before starting his Troop Commanders Course. 
Welcomes are also extended to Sig Roger Mellors and Gary Buchanan 
who also joined Papa Tp. Oscar Tp bid farewell to Cpl 'Jocky' 
Cameron to 8 Inf Bde HQ and Sig Sqn, LCpl Craig Crockart to civvy 
street, LCpl 'Sickchit' Passant to 16 Sig Regt and finally LCpl 'Spot' 
Whitehead to 7 Sig Regt. 

EXERCISE WANDER BACKSTOP 
Any exercise arranged by our intrepid SQMS, SSgt 'Klondike' 

Bashford is always viewed with some disquiet. However even the 'Q'_s' 
passion for long marches couldn't spoil the enjoy1!1ent o~ a week m 
the Moselle and the delights of Cochem. Cyclmg, wmdsurfing, 
walking (naturally) and canoeing were all on the men~ . The latter 
pursuit is not recommended for smokers when the Ad1uta1_1.t,, <;apt 
Julian Bunce, is the instructor-all smokers must render their filthy 
habit' useless by sitting upside down in the water! Needless to say all 
the Squadron members had a marvellous time, judging from the 
enthusiastic accounts of their exploits, none of which has been 
included here because nobody believes them! 

'MARCH OR DIE' 
Ex Fran Avant was a training week held at the Belgian Special 

Forces Para Commando Training Centre at Marches-Jes-Dame~. 
Conducted by Belgian instructors on the basis of their own recruit 
training schedule the boys and girls of the Squadron learnt how to 
disco dance without the aid of music. Death slides, wire ropes, Burma 
Rope Bridges, logs, tank tracks and d~r~ obstac~e-filled tunnels were 
all available in plenty to frighten the hvmg daybghts out of all those 
who took part. Special mention must be made of Padre Reynolds who 
completed all the obstacles without once losing his hat! Also of Lt 
Donny Robertson who fell off the rock face in exactly the same place 
as last year and to Cpl Jock Gunn who doesn't seem to realise thal 
240ft above the ground gives you a long way to fall. But a~ one 
instructor said 'you don't die from falling-only when you hit the 
ground'! 

INTER TROOP SPORTS . 
September was a successful month for the Squadron m th~ Inter 

Troop Sports Competitions. Oscar Tp took second place .m the 
swimming with Papa Tp third. Papa_ Tp came second_ '!! the 
orienteering and Oscar and Papa made 1t an all 2 Sqn affalf ID the 
rugby when Para narrowly beat Oscar in the final. Commise~ations go 
to Papa Tp who only lost the final of the hockey on goal difference. 
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BUY THE CALENDAR 
AND SUPPORT YOUR CORPS 

This calendar which has been printed to a high standard will 
illustrate many of the finest traditions and achievements of the Corps 
in operational, training, sporting and social situations. With one page 
per month it will feature many of the capabilities which have made our 
Corps famous, and which we would therefore proudly wish to share 
with our colleague~ and friends. . . . . 

The Royal Signals 1993 Calendar, which will be avallable 1.n 
October 1992 has a space daily for jotting appointments and ts 
intended to grace any wall in the office, the crew room, or at home. 
It will make an excellent Christmas Gift or Christmas Draw Prize and 
at £3.50 (10.00DM) is a modest price to pay for a present which w~ll 
be appreciated for 365 days of the year. This is, in Arm~ terms, sull 
a unique undertaking and an excellent way of expressmg to your 
colleagues, family and friends your pride in Royal Signals. 

Who would have a wall without one-at Home and Away? 

CALENDAR ORDER FORM 
Regimental Headquarters Royal Signals 
56 Regency Street 
London SWlP 4AD 

Please send me ........ copies of the 1993 Royal Signals Calendar. 

I enclose a cheque (£3.50 or 10.00DM each) for ...... .... . ... .... . 

Name ......................... ····························· 

Address ............................. . ...... · · · · · · · · • · · · · · · · 

. . ............... .. ····· ........... ......... ..... .......... . 

.... ···· · · ....................... ····· ..................... . 

Cheques made payable to Royal Signals Corps Fund. 
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30 Sig Regt 
Blandford Camp 

CO Lt Col S. J. Kidner 
21C Maj T. J. Hendren MBE 
Adjt Capt I. G. tanden , RSM WO! (RSM) W. J. Drain, Chief Clerk 
W02 (ORQM ) J.C. D. U rnldine BEM. 

REGIMENT DETACHMENT- OP J RAL-RIYADH 
PERSONALITI 
Sqn Comd Capt S. J. Macleod 
2IC gt (YofS) K. E. Emmerson 

Shift: Cpls Nicholson (IC), Bundy, Sigs Bithel, Osmond, 'Baz' 
Basanta, JT Demp ter (TCW). B Shift: Sgt Dave Buckingham, Cpl 
Mark Bibby (TCW), LCpls Dyer, Toi Kamacha, Sig Coope, LCpl 
Osborne. C Shift: Cpls Bill Barnes, Steve Bell, Scott, LCpls Perkins, 
Paul Scaife, JT Stringer (TCW). Days/ Crypto/ SI : Cpls Pete Van den 
Broek and Col Richardson. 

Fancy a change where the sun shines and there is sand galore? Yes, 
well off then to Riyadh in upport of HQBF JURAL for Op Southern 
Watch or is it Gulf II the 'Deja Vu'. 

~fter getting off the bu more times than getting on we finally 
a~nved on the pan at King Khalid International Airport (KKI} only to 
discover that unfortunately we would have to be temporarily 
accommodated in the Sheraton Hotel. However the bad news was that 
a location had not yet been found for the HQ. 

L to R: Cpl Scott, SSgt (YofS) Emmerson, Sgt Buckingham and 
Cpl Richardson 

Cpl I. Bundy at work 
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It was then decided that the staff would work from the British 
Embassy and that we would set up the VSC 501 det and Commcen in 
the car park. This temporary set up of a few days became five weeks. 
The cool tent got hotter, the ACUs overwhelmed but comms held . The 
old l Sqn motto was invoked 'Comms or Death'. Facili ties were 
remoted up to the Defence Section, into where descended the HQ 
Staff-summer holidays for the locals most appreciated. No truth has 
been established in the rumour that the staff suffered from colds or 
were forced to wear overcoats due to the efficiency of the buildings 
air conditioning. 

Malcolm Rifkind MP visited the det during this whistlestop tour of 
the theatre. Pay and allowances were a bone of contention and very 
much a grey area at the time. The Commcen will not have it said that 
it was arranged to have the signal containing details on this very 
emotive subject transmitted to us dur ing the fi ve minutes the Secretary 
of State was in the Commcen. Just as well too since despite a 
signi ficant amount of preparation, people became instantly mute 
when faced with the smiling minister and his accompanying brass. 

The move of HQ came with October . The det is now working from 
an American Generation MK3 shelter, however the ACUs are so 
efficient that we may soon be requesting cold weather gear from the 
QM. The HQ building to which our facilities are remoted via 
EUROMUX is in a poor state of repair. This has provided us with 
some very enlightening experiences. Unfortunately Saudi electricians 
have totally ignored the rules of physics and the power in the Villa has 
given great cause for concern. Thanks to det generators however we 
have. been able to p~ovide the staffs lighting and immediate power 
requirements . In the mterest of safety and long term needs it has been 
necessary to call in a team of RE electricians to survey the problems
as an aside they will 'Thanks be' sort out the plumbing. 

To ensure that morale remains in the sand the postal delivery has 
been extremely random. Despite the gallant efforts of Cpl Dave 
Cleaver RE who has spent every waking hour chasing the elusive mail 
bags, the carriers in UK have still not grasped where we are: not 
Jeddah , not even Bahrain, and defi nitely not UK. This is still a 
problem.that the toadies in London have not yet solved and perhaps 
the heavies at JHQ or even Blandford could lean on them a little. In 
the main the supply chain is not good. C130s are not specifically 
~cheduled to stop in Riyadh, (who would want to?), and tend to go 
m and out of theatre via Dhahran. This makes the movement of 
equipment (and mail) difficult especially as travel by road is still 
prohibited. Negotiations are still underway with the RAF admin to 
bring us CA:my) in line with their R & R policy. Once sorted this 
should provide a good break from the constraints of life. Most people 
have adapted well . 

SPORTS 
The Sulaimaniya Hash has been infiltrated on a weekly basis. 

R~gularly the YofS (gasping for breath} and Sig (of course I can see 
without my glasses) Coope can be seen leading from the front while 
the Boss and Cpl VDB adopt a more casual approach- Why run 
further than necessary? 

The football prowess of the det is well known . After an 
ove~hel~g vic;tory over the Sheraton staff (alright we did lose 
agamst their semJ-pro basketball team) . Sgt Dave Buckingham, Cpl 
Bill Barnes, LCpls Paul Scaife and Toi have all been selected to play 
for a local ex-pat team and since the lads started playing for them the 
record has been lOOOJo . 

OP WARDEN 
Incirlik, the Comms Centre of Turkey and the home of 30 Sig Regt 

Det, plus a few stray TCW whom we shelter under our wing (it's good 
for PR) . 

Why is lncirlik important, well I'll tell you. 
• w,e look after the Kurds and supply them with essential aid. 
• It s the only place that sells half decent beer and has a pool to laze 

around . 
Our role, mainly keeping the other elements of CTF in touch with 

home units and maintainin~ telephone comms, we also provide 
{\S~ so tha.t they ca~ break it and keep the techs busy. My favourite 
roll though 1s tuna with salad cream and a pinch of pepper, mmmm. , 

.weather, the weather out here has taught me a few interesting 
thmgs. 
• The syn , yes, the sun, very good for sun burn and skin cancer, 

occas10nally tans and dehydrates. (The local food can also 
dehydrate you pretty rapidly.) 
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e The rain has enabled me to relate to the Bible and the usefulness 
of carpentry, how? Well I'll explain: 

Noah and the Ark (he didn't drown). 
Taff and his amazing sinking tent (he did). 

Comms, our main way of communicating is voice, if you're mute, 
hand signals, if you' re blind, Braille. Failing that and you're further 
away than shouting distance, we use the 501, its easier to encrypt 
tra ffic, have you ever tried speaking in five letter groups, believe me, 
it's difficult and I'm Welsh ! 

Thanks for the PT from the bottom of our ... hearts especially 
Cpl Phil Tonks! OC Capt 'Boss' Compston . 

Just a little note to round off, new det arrivals. Welcome to: Sig 
Eddie Hazelwood, JT Di Lloyd and LCpl Andy Dowsett. 

So there you are, Incirlik. It's a hard Operation, but someone's got 
to do it! 

LANYARD TROPHY COMPETITION 1992 
Team Captain 2Lt Mark Smith 
Team 2IC Sgt Bernstein 

The event was organised by 216 Sig Sqn (Para) and would take place 
over the Black Mountains in South Wales. The area is well known for 
its breathtaking views and rolling landscapes . 

The team consisted of: 2Lt 'Bluffer' Smith, Sgt ' Airborne' 
Bernstein, Cpls 'Mick ' Stanyer, 'Gaz' Clapham, 'Whinger' King, 
'Mick ' Day, 'Taffy' Morgan, LCpl 'Lost' Stewart, Sigs 'Trigger' 
Smith and 'Sean' Wilkes . 

All teams were well on their way by 0600 hrs after a staggered start, 
daylight came and the first of what was to be many undulations was 
upon us- 'Sugar Loaf' Mountain , more affectionally known as 
Checkpoint l . By Checkpoint 6 'Chwarel y Fan' at a mere 679m the 
pace was beginning to tell and unfortunately we had to drop a man 
shortly afterwards. At Checkpoint 10 we had to leave another team 
member behind who had sustained an injury. A small nav error on the 
way to Checkpoint 12 lost us a place, morale was dent~d but s01:ne 
words of wisdom by the team coach got everybody on their way agam. 

It was a somewhat tired team that crossed the finish line in sixth 
position out of the 13 teams that had started . 

2SQUADRON 
Yugoslavia 
Sqn Comd Maj Telford MBE 
Radio Tp Comd Lt Sutherland 
SSM W02 (SSM) Bywater, YofS W02 (YofS) Thompson, FofS SSgt 
(FofS) Ramsdale. 

Blandford 
2IC Sqn Lt Fraser 
SSM W02 (SSM) Duncan 
SQMS SSgt Yeaman, Ops Sgt Sgt Duffy, Tp Sgts Sgt Keevash 
Sgt Murray. . . 

2 Sqn are still in all four corners of the.globe, s1tua~on normal. T.he 
unlucky ones in Blandford have contmued to pamt and repamt 
VSC501 detachments a variety of colours, provide displays on several 
high powered visits and get on (and off) the good old Army Bus! 
Friday afternoon, just after CO's PT, sees ~he Sqn 2IC on the, ~ow 
routine 'urgent' manning conference to decide the fate of the dirty 
dozen or so' . 

Current deployments are Operations in Turkey, Iraq . and 
Yugoslavia. In addition the usual batch of roulements to sunny 
climates like Belize, Cyprus and the Falklands! Dets from the 
Squadron are also deployed in Belgium (easy life!) and are about to 
deploy to Kenya for three months to provide the RLD for. the Infantry 
deploying on Ex Grand Prix . Most Squadron personnel m B~an.dford 
are due to commence training for deployment to Yugoslavia m the 
near future. 

HELLOS AND GOODBYES 
Hello to Cpl Tony McAleese from JCUNI and to Sigs Collins, 

Mannings, Foyle and Daniels-welcome to the ma~ bad world of 30 
Sig Regt. The Squadron is ideal for those of you m the Corps who 
want to travel earn extra cash and meet interesting people. 

Leaving the fold are Cpl Snowy Thorpe, Sigs Kev Hughes and Dave 
Prince all off to civvy street (watch the 'true life story' on BBC at 2130 
on Tuesday evenings). On promotion to RAC Bovington to instruct 
the future generation of officers is Cpl Rick Ware. 

PENHALE CADET TRAINING CAMP 1992 
The Regiment provided a training team for this camp from 25 

June-18 July. The team consisted of: Sgt Gary Duffy-Team Leader 
and LCpl Tony Cherry-Team Member/Team 21~._ 

This elite organisation supported 12 Cadet Tra:mmg Team led .by 
Maj J. Burgin (the father of the Illustrious 1 Sqn Comd) ... explams 
it all! 
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The deployment involved a map reading test and extracting local 
knowledge from the 'civpop' and several garages to find Penhale 
Camp. Various aspects of basic signalling skills were taught (by, not 
to, the 30 Sig Regt team) and tested during the week to decide the Best 
Student and Best School Awards. The results were: 
Week 1 Best Student Cpl Emma Symmons (St Lawrence School) 

Best School Felsted School 
Week 2 Best Student Cdt Mark Parkes (Blundells School) 

Best School Warminster School 
Week 3 Best Student Sgt Simon Cragoe (Heles School) 

Best School Wells Cathedral School 
When not instructing BSS the team ran the March and Shoot and 

the social events. The camp was a great success and this may have been 
due to the 'no nonsense' approach of 'The aim of today is to 
communicate if you don't achieve the aim you have failed, if you fail 
you will be p~nished!' All the cadets enjoyed the signals training and 
some day may be instructing basic signalling skills to cadets 
themselves. 

Cdt Mark Parkes receiving his prize from Sgt 'Freddie' Duffy 

Pupils from Warminster School with their Best School prize 
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~OGURKH JG , L QU DRON 
qn Comd Maj A. P.R. Roberts 

21 Capt S. O. France 
QGO Capt Mekbman Gurung, SSM W02 (SSM) Kindarman Rai, 

YofS W02 (YofS) C. Rogan, Fors SSgt (FofS) G. R. Wilson, W Tp 
Comd Lt Govil!de Gurung, V Tp Comd Lt Shivakumar Rai . 

ERCI E HIGHLA D VENTURE 
Ex Highland Venture, the annual Squadron adventure training 

camp took place in and around the Ardgartan Forestry area in 
Scotland from 1-12 eptember. We were once again accommodated in 
the Garelochhead Training Camp for the duration of the training. The 
aim quite imply, was to mtroduce and train as many Squadron 
personnel as po ible on various outdoor acrivilies such a canoeing, 
top roping/ab eiling and hill walking. For the ease of operation and 
due LO variou Regimental commitments, U1e camp had to be split into 
two distinct, if not identical phases with each phase doing a total of 
i day training. 

Much talk of the coming of Indian Summer went oul of the window 
a we were pelted down with rain from time to time! It was only 
through very close liaison with Clyde Submarine Base just down the 
road that we were able to achieve an alternate wet weather programme 
in ca e of inclement weailier conditions. 

Flexibility was the catchword throughout the training due to the 
weather and with some expert guidance from Cpl White and LCpl 
Cbuda Kumar the two instructors (the latter of Uie two was a member 
of the recent Joint Services Everest Expedition to Nepal), maximum 
participation by the men was achieved. Canoeing was mostly on Loch 
Lomond, rock climbing and abseiling below Ben Arthur and a wide 
range of hill walking around the Cobbler and forest walks around the 
Ardgartan Forests and Lochgilphead. Heavy downpour at the end of 
both phases prompted us to resort to the gymnasium at Clyde 
Submarine base where some fast and furious games of indoor football 
were played followed by a swim or a sauna! 

We look forward to the next Squadron adventure training camp 
sometime next year and hope that we will not have to resort to any 
wet weather programmes again! 

640 SIGNAL TROOP (EW) 
The Troop recently held its Summer Ball in the guise of a medieval 

function at nearby Durlston Castle in Swanage on Friday 18 
September. Thi event was superbly organised by Sgt Billy Weston 
and Cpl Graeme Moody and entered into with great gusto by all 
Troop members in station. The majestic late entrance of Sgt Angove 
(suitably attired as a jester) juggling oranges very badly did little to 
quell the ensuing food fight. All and sundry wer~ suitably attired in 
period costumes , as were our hosts . Baldrick perhaps enjoyed the 
evening considerably less than most because most articles of food 
flying through the air seemed directed at him. It is rumoured that the 
management were still clearing up the following afternoon. A great 
time was had by all but perhaps a new venue will be required for next 
year's function ... 

A very busy exercise period followed the Summer Ball. The first Ex 
Lightning Start from 14-18 September. This was used to practise the 
Troop in out of area deployment drills. Notable incidents being S)!t 
'Chippy' Pomfret's now famous ' follow the airport signs'. Sgt 'Grob' 
Fleming dutifully followed the route card to the letter and couldn' t 
find any airport signs at all. Hence the journey to the Air Mounting 
Centre at South Cerney wasn't as smooth as it could have been ... 

Then came Ex Rolling Deep from 24-30 September. This was in 
support of 3 Cdo Bde's main FTX and took place in territory well 
known to the Troop. Not so sunny Salisbury Plain. The regularity of 
the Reece Officer's vehicle breaking down caused much amusement 
and concern. SSgt (YofS) Norman Bain is contemplating replacing his 
driver , Sgt Bernie Bernstein wilh the Troop's tame VM, Cpl 'Worzel' 
Baldwin in future . The comment 'the gearstick just came off in my 
hand' springs readily to mind . 

At present the Troop is up Otterburn way in support of 5 AB Bde's 
Ex Winged Crusader. The Troop brief by the Tp Comd, Capt 'I have 
a cunning plan' Felton was judged to be a true classic by all who were 
privileged to hear it. Hopefully the exercise will leave the Troop in the 
same high spirits they set off in. 

HQ Queen's Gurkha Signals 
BFPO 1 

247 GURKHA SIGNAL SQUADRON GO RUNNING 
On a far too hot and sunny morning on Wednesday 1 July (we all 

remember it very clearly) nine members of Juliet Tp took on, for some 
of Uiem, the biggest challenge of their lives. SSgt Joe Millar persuaded 
eight of the girls to join the HMS Tamar 60 mile running club-just 
a little jog to while away the early hours of Uie morning. For 20 days 
Uie girls jogged around Tamar's scenic base an average of 3.3 miles 
per day. 

After the first few days some began to regret their bold move in 
agreeing to this running business, but as Uie miles-to-go decreased the 
stamina and speed increased and it was all becoming that little bit 
easier. 

The team was divided into two groups, 'the singlies', LCpls Gill 
Wakerly, Karen Hudson, Dea Grime, Sigs Ann Vardy and Debbi 
McDonough; 'the pads' with SSgt Jo Bullivant, Cpl Val Gill and Sig 
Sarah Bridge formed the second group. 

SSgt Joe Millar ran with both groups and eventually clocked up 120 
miles while the girls between them ran a grand total of 480 miles. All 
this for a T-shirt, nonetheless, a prized possession. 

CHANGED YOUR ADDRESS? 
HA VE YOU INFORMED RHQ? 

TEL 071-414 8432 
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Back Row fl to RJ: SSgts Bullivant, Millar, Cpl Gill and Sig 
McDonough 

Front Row (l to RJ: LCpl Hudson, Sig Bridge, LCpls Wakerley and 
Grime 

Absent: Sig Vardy 
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33 Sig Regt ' ') 
Liverpool 

42 SIGNAL SQUADRON (V)-MANCHESTER 
EXERCISE MOUNTAIN ROSE- THE FRENCH ALPS 

On Thursday 9 July 1992, 12 potential 'Chris Bonningtons' led by 
Sgt Phil Alford (the PSI), left the Norman Road TA Centre at 2330 
hrs and started the drive to Dover . After a few map reading problems, 
the party arrived at the docks with just 15 minutes to spare before 
departure of the ferry. The party arrived .in Calais in th.e e~rly hours 
and immediately set off on the arduous dnve to Chamo!ill' situated .on 
the French/Italian border. Cpl Westall demonstrated his map reading 
expertise as he took us on a guided tour of Remis Town Centre, 
(twice!). Back on the motorway we eventually arrived at the camp site. 
In the early hours of Saturday, in the pouring rain, we set up the tents. 
Saturday was a day of organi~ation whereas Sunday w~s spent 
practising techniques on the glacier. At 10,000ft and after SlX hours 
exposed to the elements we decided to turn back .. . 

Four days later and the party awoke to glorious sunshm~ .and 
temperatures in the 90' s, perfect weat~er for a day of safety. tr~mmg, 
practising rope, leadership and secun.ty on steep grou!l? d1sc1ph~es . 
The following day consisted of shoppmg ~or the expedition ~nd .s1?ht 
seeing in Geneva. Next morning we practised snow breaks, ~e shdi.ng 
down the slopes and trying, without much success, to stop with an.ice 
axe as a break. Then in the evening, a last chance for some relaxation 
and swimming at the local pool and typical '~quaddie on holid~y· 
frolics. After a vicious thunderstorm that evemng the day precedmg 
the expedition things were not looking too good, cable cars. had been 
stopped and people from other expeditions had been injured and 
killed in avalanches! . . . 

The party eventually made it to the top of Augmlle de M1d1 and 
decided, because of bad weather conditions and altitt:1de sickness 
affecting certain group members, to stay over and wait for better 
conditions As the weather cleared and we set out for Mont Blanc de 
Tactul, re~ching the summit by mid mo_rning, which. at a height of 
3 850m was an achievement in itself. The important pomt was that Sgt 
Alford had taken us up and down the mountain in a safe and sound 
condition. The final day started with members making breakfast. 

Good old Sgt Page, a liLtle rough from the nighl before didn't notice 
an Alsatian dog creeping up behind him, one false move, the dog 
pounced, croissants went flying and breakfast was off down the road 
~hlgh~~ . . . ,. 'lid 

The party finished the exercise by scaling the heights of A1gu e es 
Grand Montets' and then on to the summit of 'Le Grand Ve~t' (the 
point of green), at a height of 3,628m .. This gave the group time •. m 
the evening, to think about the next tnp: A meal and the odd dnnk 
to toast the mountain before the long tnp home. 

1\ / ,. 
Ian's Kearney and Coburn (Brig E and Little El 'why did we let the 

PSI talk us into this?' 

35 Sig Regt (V) 
Sutton Coldfield 

SUMMER TIME BLUES 
August and September are traditionally quiet. month.s for the 

Regiment which allows the permanent staff, m P8!llcular, to 
recuperate from the many trai~ing tasks ~d <?ther comffil~~nts they 
have carried out and endured smce the begmmng of the tra1mng .year. 
This quiet 'maximum leave period' also gave th~m t~e.opportumty to 
recharge their batteries ready to tackle next year s tra~mng progra:'Ilme 
which marks the Jong awaited arrival of Ptarm~gan . An air of 
apprehension is already pres~nt t~ro.ugh<?ut the Regiment as t~e new 
garage build to house Ptarmigan 1s 1mffilnent, but there are still one 
or two problems to overcome; the Training Major, Maj Andy Ward 
after many sleepless nights, is relieved that he has now completed and 
presented the final esta~li~hment ?raft to B?e HQ and .h~pes he has 
got the manning and traimng requ1Tements r~ght-~ut will it return to 
haunt him when the establishment comffilttee discover that some 
gremlin has· reduced the rank of one or two posts and .caused one. or 
two Tp Sgts to disappear! The qM Capt Rod Gladwm meanwhile} 
whilst trying to come to terms with what appe.ars to ~e a sho~age o_ 
garage and storage accommodation, is cop!ng ~~antly with the 
formulation of the new equipment table and 1s res1stmg all attempts 
to make any further changes- but will he succumb to excessive 
pressures exerted by Sqn Comds; will he also find the ex:tra garage and 
storage space required and will a template really ~rov1d~ the a~swer 
to these and many other questions? Where Uiere ~ a ":'ill .. . . The 
MTWO (and hazard advisor) WOl Mick Boyle, havmg discovered the 
additional Radiac and COSHH problems and the fact that most n~w 
vehicles will be left hand drive, has quite sensibly retired to a qu1ec 
corner to re-write MT Standing Orders. 

THE WINDS OF CHANGE 
In order to prepare for our new role and re-e9uipping, .th~ ~egular 

permanent staff element has already be?un to mcrease ~1¥m~1cantly 
pending final approval of the new establishment and. notJf~catJons of 
postings into the Regiment appear to be at an all tJme hlgh. Many 
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changes have taken place and we have extended a sad farewell to WOl 
(RSM) John Hyde who leaves the A~y on retirement and w~lcomed 
his replacement WOl (RSM) Guy Richards fresh from 16 Sig Regt. 
Guy has already made an indelible mark on the Permanent S~ff and 
in particular PSis by turning up at SHQ when you are ~east likely to 
expect him. We have also welcomed two more additions to the 
Regular Permanent Staff in the shap~ of SSgt (FofS) Russ Dale and 
SSgt Stu Stuert-with many more st.JU to come. 

Handover/Takeover of RSMs 
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E RCI E A M LAD/ ORTHERN EXPOSURE 
Carrying on with the Ptarmigan theme, most regimental and 

brigade exerci e this year have been turned on their heads in order to 
train for our new role-which has, with the exception of testing the 
command and control elements, proved to be difficult because the 
new equipment is not due to arrive until early next year. Thankfully 
2 Sig Regt came to our re cue and hosted the Regiment over the 
weekend 4/ 6 October and laid on what can only be described as a most 
profes ional and informative Ptarmigan introduction training 
weekend. Many members of the Regiment were given the opportunity, 
for the first time, to gain ands-on experience during a specially 
organi ed mini plug up exercise. 230 member of the Regiment 
travelled to York and were so impre sed by the weekend that many 
Squadrons have now been inundated with requests for training 
attachment ; which the YofS Nick (of Ptarmigan Video Fame) 
HawleJ is now trying to process in ome order of priority. 

The only claim to fame during the weekend belong to SSgt Charlie 
Walker, who the new RSM affectionately describes as 'the fat stumpy 
little man with the red nose' when having misread the training 
programme, headed towards the sports field for a Ptarmigan briefing 
(wrong location) and unknown to him was followed by the rest of 89 
Sqn. The Sqn Comd Maj Colin Meikle, patiently running on the spot 
in the Gym (the right location) was not happy that his Squadron 
attendance had reduced to just four! Finally we would like to take this 
opportunity of thanking our hosts for an excellent weekend which 
re ulted in much closer ties between the TA and regular Army being 
achieved and one or two friendships being formed. Footnote: Because 
of the numbers who attended this special weekend lmphal Barracks 
was temporarily renamed I'm Full Barracks. 

EXERCISES GALORE 
Continuing the 89 Sqn theme they certainly made the most of the 

Summer months by organising a variety of military, leadership and 
recruiting exercises. During late July they deployed en masse to 
Swynerrton on a military training exercise superbly organised and 
executed by the PSI Sgt Chris Gleadow and the SSM W02 Derek 
Shannan. Not only did they manage to devote a large portion of the 
programme to learning new military skills including patrol and anti 
ambush drills but they also succeeded in getting most of the Squadron 
through their annual bounty tests. It was a weekend that will be 
memorable for many reasons and will not be quickly forgotten by Cpl 
Tony Griffiths (many congratulations on your promotion) and Sig 
Mark Gowdy in particular. They drew the short straw and were 
volunteered for cookhouse duties and were clearly in a state of 
advanced misery when peeling a 50lb bag of potatoes oblivious of the 
fact that an automatic peeling machine was only a few feet away-but 
did anyone tell them ... ! 

In early August the Squadron kept up the momentum by engaging 
in a spot o f adventure training in Weymouth which was again 
organised by that indomitable PSI assisted by Lt Martin Pulwer. Chris 
i an expert rock climbing and map reading instructor whilst Martin 
is into War Garnes so you can imagine what the Squadron got up to . 
Finally during the August Bank holiday (doesn't this Squadron take 
a break?) a large contingent from the Squadron, uQ.der the guidance 
of Lt Ian Barnes, converged on Stoneleigh to mount a recruiting and 
publicity stand at the Town and Country Show and joined many other 
recruiting teams including the RSDT from Catterick when they 
exchanged an idea or two. In terms of recruiting and, despite the 
torrential rain, the weekend was a tremendous success as the 
Squadron gained six potential recruits who are now currently being 
processed for enlistment. 

CORPS ORIENTEERING CHAMPIONSHIPS 
89 Sqn stay firmly in the news and it is with great pleasure that we 

can report that the Orienteering team formed at 89 Sig Sqn based in 
Rugby goes from strength to strength and continue to add to their 
considerable successes. At the Corps Orienteering Championships 
held over the weekend 10/ 11 October, by sheer determination and 
skill, they held off a strong challenge presented by other TA units by 
maintaining a 60 minute gap between their nearest rival to become TA 
Corps Champions. A tremendous achievement from a superb team 
more than ably led by Sgt Paul Fundak and composing of Capt Julian 
Webb, Lts David Hooper, Ian Barnes, 2Lt Claire Waterworth, SSgts 
Mick Purdy, Dave Arnot , Cpls Colin Marshall, Tony Griffiths and 
Sig Sally Lucas. Many congratulations to all team members . 

The Champion Team 

36 Sig Regt (V) 
Ilf ord 

RHQ 
RHQ welcomes its new Ops Offr, Maj Phil Penfo ld who has 

changed places with Maj J ackie Allan who has now taken command 
of 45 (E) Sig Sqn at Colchester. We also welcome in our 'new' 
Training Major, Maj Keith Goodfellow, and fond farewell to Maj 
Steve J one who leaves us for pastures new in the MOD. 

Capt Steve Jones (Adjt) pres e nts Maj Steve J ones (Trg Maj) w ith 
the traditional plaq ue 
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HQ SQUADRON 
Firstly, many congratulations to SSM Peter Stockwell and his wife 

Sgt Rosie Stockwell (from 45 Sqn) on the arrival of their daughter 
Sarah. It has certainly been a year of potential new recruits in HQ 
Sqn. It must be something in the water! 

FAREWELL 
The Squadron bids a fond farewell to W02 Keo Radley, who has 

retired after 33 years service with the TA. Ken originally joined the 
Royal Artillery in 1959 before transferring to the Pay Staff at 36 (E) 
Sig Regt (V), and then became Sergeants' Mess Manager earlier this 
year. He has been awarded the Efficiency Medal and three clasps. 

W01 (RSM ) Tom Perkins receives a gift to the Sergea nt s' Mess 
from W02 Ken Radley upon his retire me nt 
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ROYAL SIGNALS ASSOCIATION VISIT 
Thursday night training took on a di fferent formal on the evening 

of 24 September when the Royal Signals As~ociation East London 
Branch together with ex-Corps members from the Tower of London 
visited the Squadron. There were demonstration~ by 749 Tp on the 
workings of an AMC led by Lt John McManus. MT Tp, led by gt 
Wingnut Nicholls, demonstated the methods used for refuelling in the 
fiel d with the UBRE and LAD gave demonstrations of the recovery 
vehicles. The systems have certainly changed over the years and the 
Association members delighted in retelling tales of how things used to 
be! The evening was highlighted by a visit from Brig Nigel Wood who 
watched the evenings activities and tried his hand at manoeuvring a 
vehicle with the Fodon. A buffet supper completed an evening which 
was enjoyed by everyone. 

25TH ANNIVERSARY DINNER 
On Saturday 12 September some 128 former and current members 

of the Mess sat down to the largest 'dinner' evening event every staged 
by the Regiment to mark the occasion of the 25th year of the forming 
of 36 (E) Sig Regt (V) in 1967, 

36 (E) Sig Regt (V) was formed in 1967 from the former 44 (Home 
Counties) Sig Regt (Cinque Ports) TA, 45 (Essex) Sig Regt (TA) and 
54 (East Anglian) Sig Regt (TA). 

The evening was enhanced by the presence of the Corps Band who 
treated us to a splendid repertoire and series of party pieces, and a 
Pipe Major from the Army Apprentices' College Harrogate. We were 
pleased to welcome five former C<:Js. of the Regiment, ~ol Bria.n 
Prophet, Col Chris Gale, Lt Col Wilhe Allan-accompanied by his 
wife Maj Jackie Allan, Lt Col David Walden and Lt Col Carl Conlon: 

During the course of the evening we bade farewell to our Trg Maj 
Steve Jones (off to join the BATES team at the MOD) and our QM 
Jim Coffey (off to assume the appointment of QM 7 Sig Regt). Our 
thanks are extended both to Steve and Jim for their sterling efforts on 
our behalf over the many years of service they have given us. Our 
thanks also go to their long suffering wives Julie and .sue for .allowing 
them 'out' to play with the TA for so long. You will be missed. 

We were fortunate to have as our honoured guests for the evening 
His Worship The Mayor of Redbridge Councillor Candy and Mrs 
Denis Candy, and Brig and Mrs Nigel Wood. None of our guests 
seemed at all lost for words or to have no one to talk to, be they ex 
44, 45 and 54 Regiment Officers or the ' newer' 36 Regiment . The toa~t 
'36 Sig Regt' was proposed by the CO Lt Col Douglas McLay and this 
was enthusiastically acclaimed by all present. 

A truly spendid meal was prepared for us by the Regimental .~aster 
Chef W02 Bill Vodrey ACC and his team and served most efficiently 
by our Mess Manager SSgt Liz Day and her crew of willing ~elpers. 
The supporting cast guards and company were well organised by 
W02 Pete Stockwell 'all under the eagle eye of Capt Pete Minshall our 
QM (V). 

44 SIGNAL SQUADRON (V) 
Sqn Comd Maj Ron Wilkinson 
2IC Capt Gavis Miles 

DEPARTURES 
If departures there must be, then cheerio and hearty best wishes to 

Capt Bob Thompson, 44's PSAO of 12 years standing, .who is finally 
taking his leave and shutting up shop after 4~ years .With the Army. 
Capt Gyda Warren meanwhile ~as left and 1s op~mng up shop, m 
business with her husband, runnmg a guest house m, oh, Blandford . 

ARRIVALS . 
Just so there will be no empty places in the Mess, the Squadron is 

taking a handful of new faces on board .• like. Capt .G.raham Brown, 
who is putting his past with REME behmd him to jOm us as PSAO 
and Capt Julian Gregory joins as Ops Offr. 

2Lt Neal Bowskill, lately of Northumberland UOTC becof!les 748 
Tp Comd and 2Lt Adrian Marshall joins us from the same umt as Tp 
Offr with 747 Tp. 

OPTIONS . 
If everything goes to plan, by the close of pla~ 1993, 44 Sq~ will 

have moved from its home in Gillingham to that httle known <:mque 
Port, Grays, in Essex. Home will be the TAC currently occupied by 
215 Sqn RCT and Capt Gregory, 2Lt Bowskill and 748 Tp has already 
gone on ahead to descale the keitle and switch the lights on. . 

Not to be overlooked mind, is the second TAC the Squadron will 
acquire in Prittlewell, which will house a newly raised troop and H.F 
detachment, mainly to be named by the incumbant troop from 71 Sig 
Regt (V) who, it is hoped, will transfer over to us complete. 

EXERCISE FAST GALLOP 
Top Gear in khaki courtesy of 215 Sqn RC:T! This.w.as an excellent 

exercise at the Aldershot Cross Country Dnver Trammg Centre, an 
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ideal opportunity to get a new per&pective on RCT life through the 
winds reen of a 14 to nne truck and the seat of an Arm trong 
motorcyle. Cpl Hope confusion twixt throttle and brake remaim a 
firm highlight in many minds-especially those of the officer and 
instructors caught down range of the good Cpl Hope language. 

ILVER JUBILEE PARTY 
The Squadron marked its 25th Anniversary on I August with an all 

ranh party, a veritable bean feast supported by members past and 
present, all to the tune of n:iusic supplied by the Invicta Radio 
Roadshow. An event much enjoyed by all. 

45 (E) SIGNAL SQUADRON (V) 
CHANGES 

The Regiment implemented a major reorgani ation of officer after 
Annual Camp. The effects on 45 Sqn are as follows: Sqn Comd Maj 
Jackie Allan assumed command on 16 August vice Maj Phil Penfold, 
who became Regtl Ops Offr. (Almost exactly 20 years si nce Maj Willie 
Allan assumed command of 45 Sqn-keeping it in the family!) Sqn 
2IC Capt Nigel Thompson remai~s 21C. Sqn Ops ~ffr Capt Tri h 
Clegg has joi11ed from 54 Sqn vice Capt Pete Min hall who has 
become QM (V). She is also Centre Commander at Warley TAC. Trg 
Offr Capt Neil Longley joins from 71 Sig Regt (V), Capt Bee Boss has 
assumed Capt Cleggs' former post at Norwich in 54 S9n . 750 Tp 
Comd Colchester Capt Chris Forshaw moves on promotion from 54 
Sqn. Lt Mark Smith, the former Tp Comd of the RR Tp, is posted 
to 44 Sqn to establish the new R Signals Troop t~at opens at 
Prittlewell in November. 751 Tp Comd, Warley SSgt Kevin Groves has 
been acting Tp Comd since Camp, following the posting of Capt Bob 
Appleton to 54 Sqn at Bedford. 2Lt Aon Griffin, fresh from 
Sandhurst, joins the Troop in October. 752 Tp C:o,m~, Warley Lt 
Caroline Greenhow continues as Tp Comd, now 1t s in black and 
white there is no excuse for not knowing what's going on! 

EVENTS SINCE CAMP 
WARLEY . . ·ct· 

The AMCs at Warley have concentrated on recru1ung, prov1 mg 
displays at the Chigwell Police Open Weekend and the Brentwood 
Town Show. They attracted the attention of the local Councillors and 
MP, loads of children, and some serious enquiries as well. 

COLCHESTER 
The Centre entered the annual 'It's a Knockout' competition run by 

the Colchester Lions in aid of charity. They would have got just as wet 
even if it hadn't been raining. 

The Squadron has started the new exercise season, :-Vith a Sqn 
Comms exercise in September, to show that none of th~ skills has been 
forgotten since Camp, and Troop exercises followed m October. 

54 SIGNAL SQUADRON BEDFORD TAC 
754 Tp Comd Lt Kendrew, Sgt Bavingtoo 
756 Tp Comd Capt Appleton, Sgt Baker 
PSI Sgt Wynn. 

WELCOME 
We are pleased to welcome Capt Appleton as our new Centre 

Commander and 756 Tp Comd and Sgt Wynn our new PSI. 

EXERCISE HIDDEN TRAIL 
A number of us were to be found in Thetford Forest floating on 

rafts, planning how to cope .wit~ c~ses. sce~arios, clam?ering on 
perilous structures and otherwise nskm.g h.fe, bmb and sanity on t~e 
adventure training weekend at the begmrung of the month. Des~lte 
several of us being considerably the worse for wear by the end, havmg 
been variously nearly drowned or poisoned, it was altogether a very 
successful weekend and enjoyed by everyone. After all, one. must 
endure some trials and tribulations in the pursuit of adventure m the 
TA. 

SUB-AQUA . 
Not content with that, a group met another evening t<;> .try scuba 

diving in the local swimming pool, under the expert superv1s1on of the 
safety officer from the local Sub Aqua. Club. As a cons~uence, 
several of us have decided to take up this sport. The outfit 1s even 
more unwieldy and awkward than full NBC gear. 

WEDDING 
Finally we all helped SSgt Glenn Baker and LCpl ue R~bb to 

celebrate their marriage on Saturday 22 August. They organised an 
excellent and very well attended party at Bedford TAC in the evening 
and laid on superb f?od and a .disco. Thei;e was .a b~t of a cabar.et or 
at least some interesting entertamment dunng which 1t was established 
that Lt Kendrew is the world's strongest man. 
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39 Sig Regt (SC) (V) 
Chelsea 

The Regiment has completed its annual camp with a great deal of 
uccess. 5 Sqn, the main contributors thi time, has described some of 

the event that took place. 
RHQ building is swarming with builders and wrapped in 

caffolding shrouded in a cloud of dust whilst refurbishment of the 
block takes place. It should be completed in 1994. Past and present 
members of the Regiment will note with a touch of sadness that the 
quadron i pending its last few months in its TAC in Wor hip 

Street. The TAC will continue to be used for a while by the HAC 
whil t its building is being refurbished. However, the advantages of 
mo ing to the Duke of York' HQ outweigh those of the old place. 

SSQ ADRON(QUOH){V)BANBURY 
Sqn Comd Maj Heather Collins 
2JC Capt Robert Stone 
PSAO Capt Tony Perkin, Z Tp Comd Lt Toby Lankester, Y Tp 
Comd 2Lt Janet Walker, SSM W02 (SSM) Andy Douglas, NRPS 
SSgt Bob Matthews, SQMS SSgt (SQMS) Steve Cocksedge, PSI Tech 

gt John Hagger, PSI Ops Sgt Rick Buxton. 
There has been a number of changes of personnel over the last six 

months, Capt Graham Erskine has transferred to pastures new, our 
former 2IC Maj Heather Colllns has returned as Sqn Comd after a 15 
month tour as the Regimental Operations Officer and Sgt Mo 
Johnson (our PSI Ops for two years and seven months) left us in April 
on retirement from the Regular Army. 

We also now have two Officer Cadets, OCdt Carla Hughes who 
joined as a technician in March 1991 and OCdt Angie Burrell who 
transferred from 35 Sig Regt as a Corporal in January 1991. 

During the build up to camp we have gradually stepped up the pace 
on the Comms exercises on Regimental weekends, starting with low
key non-tactical exercises and culminating in a fully tactical weekend 
with NBC play. 

Jn between all this hard work the Squadron has still had time for 
enjoyable Squadron level training. This has included an eventful 
military training weekend at Crickhowell, with an assault course, 
CQBR, combat trail and other infantry based training. 

CAMP 
This year's camp was based on the scenario of a full mobilisation 

of the TA to provide military assistance to the civil authorities 
(MACA) in a time of crisis. The Regiment practised its special comms 
role and at the same time, joined in an exercise under 2 Sig Bde. 

!he whole deployment from the issue of 'Dog Tags' (do those 
things ever warm up?) to the final recovery phase was conducted with 
realism. In fact the six hourly scenario updates received in the form 
of news headlines and dissolved to the Squadron by the two Int Reps, 
LCpls 'Mouse' Minchella (nee Dangerfield) and Judith Evans were so 
realistic that there were those who began to wonder if it was not, after 
all, reality. 

The first few days encompassed refresher training on all military 
~kills including Pyro familiarisation, in which Sgt Rick Buxton 
impressed the troops with his illuminations. Inevitably the inside of 
the CS chamber was visited and here Sig Mark Taylor and others 
found out that respirators can be tested without one receiving a lung 
full of CS! 

Then cam_e th~ 24 hour PACEX where the likes of Sig Steve Brady, 
unde~ the direction of Sgt John Hagger, waded into remedying our 
tt'.Chmcal problems ~nd Sgt Ray Phillips tweaked his generators (very 
mce too!) to perfection. The next morning the Regiment deployed to 
various locations in the field to wipe away any remaining cobwebs. 

During the next three days the comms really came together and the 
Squadron's operators led by Sgts Debbie Frankham, George Simpson 
and Cpl Ashley Davis pumped an abundance of radio traffic over the 
air waves. 
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After a day of REPLENEX the Regiment once again deployed into 
the field. Here we continued proving our role and also reinforced our 
links into 2 Sig Bde's Ex Bright Fire with nuclear fallout , riots, 
blocked motorways and terrorists. 

Our first location put many to the test, not least our intrepid Lineys 
Cpls Gordon Shields (even becoming a dad during the exercise didn ' t 
stop him . Congratulations Gordon) and Dick Cherry with their 4 mile 
line lay. The track plan from the admin area of the RX site through 
thick woods was marked at night by white mine tape with a 'river 
crossing' at one end . This, unfortunately, eluded Sgt Debbie 
Frankham who missed the bridge (an upturned GS table) and fell into 
the ditch. Everyone was sympathetic; it boosted morale. 

The comms side worked so well that the exercise play of NBC and 
terrorist attacks became the main focus of attention and as we moved 
locations, during one of the wettest nights ever where even 
waterproofs were no match for the elements, with several terrorist 
encounters, including one from our potential liney Sig Beverly Mann, 
we were kept fully occupied . 

Despite the long hours, rain, mud, NBC and inquisitive cows (who 
later caused the loss of three masts) morale was high. I suspect that 
LCpl Davy Jarvis-Cleaver's excellent cooking played a large part. 

The five day exercise ended with members of the Squadrons joining 
together to undertake recce and fighting patrols to evict some 
'terrorists' (602 Sig Tp (SC)) from a nearby farmhouse. LCpl Mark 
Seccull, Sig Kevin Durno and others were so heavily laden with 
ammunition it was surprising that they were able to move! 

'39' won the war, and, the Squadron returned to Banbury as 
enthusiastic as ever. 

THE CENOTAPH PARADE 
by Detachment Commander Maj Mark Bretton 

Not long after Christmas 1991 the Commanding Officer was invited 
to provide a detachment of 28 volunteers to represent the Territorial 
Army at the Cenotaph on Remembrance Sunday 1992. The planning 
began in earnest, for not only were '39' to have their first real taste 
of public duties, but new ground was to be broken. 

Following the en badging of WRAC into Royal Signals the 
Regiment was providing the first mixed detachment to Parade at the 
Cenotaph. Would the ladies carry arms, what colour greatcoats were 
to be worn, how would the detachment form up? 

Whilst the policy issues were being resolved the rehearsals began in 
earnest. The Regiment has TA Centres in Dundee, Banbury, Bletchley 
and London. Despite the geographical factor it was essential that the 
volunteers rehearsed together if the standard was to be achieved 
without detriment to our training programme. 

Policy decisions were made and other hurdles overcome. By now a 
hard core of volunteers had been established, augmented by the 
Regular PSis. The detachment comprised 15 men and 12 women, 
including 2 married couples. 

Finally the day of the final rehearsal arrived. On this day all the 
participating units, the High Commissioners and the Bands paraded 
at Chelsea Barracks under the direction of the Garrison Sergeant 
Major. Before the main rehearsal began the GSM took the QARANC, 
Womens' Services and our Regimental detachment for a 'spot of 
drill'. Much more folklore surrounds the stature of the GSM. After 
some 30 minutes of peering up at a man of at least 7ft in height and 
receiving the seal of approval, the detachment settled down to watch 
him put the High Commissioners through their paces and then take 
part in the full rehearsal. The scene was now set for Sunday. 

The Parade was an impressive affair. The Detachment were close to 
the Cenotaph. The atmosphere was one of reverence, humility and 
hope for the future which will remain in the memory of those taking 
part in this Remembrance Parade. 

A photograph of the detachment appears on page 467. 
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MASTER OF SIGNALS VISIT 
The Regiment had the honour of a visit by th~ Master of Signals, 

Maj Gen A. C. Birtwistle CB, CBE, DL, durmg annual camp at 
Altcar, on 8 September . 

The Master was met by the CO Lt Col Ian Strong MBE and RSM 
WOl (RSM) G. Cook, and he was briefed on Regi~ental matters and 
annual camp by the Training M~j.or, Maj ~on Ch1_s~olm . The rest. of 
the morning was taken up by visits to various trammg stands which 
included weapon training, detachment Commanders course, NBC and 
driver electricians training. Later he presented medals to 10 members 
of the unit. . . . 

Lunch was taken with the Senior Ranks after which he v1s1ted more 
of the training stands. . . . , 

During the evening he attended a Regimental Dmner m the Officers 
Mess and departed at 0900 hrs the following morning. 

'When I'm fishing I usually catch em this big' 
The Master chats to Sgt Lenny Parker, 21C and Maj Jimmy Woods 

looks on 

The Medal recipients pose with the Master 
Front Row (l to RJ: SSgt (YofS) N. J. Bartle~, Maj N. C. _Beacom, 

Master, Maj R. C. W. Chisholm and Mai (Retd) J. Mitchell 
Back Row (L to Rl : Sgts M. W. Lemon, S. K. Rideout, SSgt J. 
Dempsey, W02 B. B. Irwin, Sgt D. I. Thomas.and SSgt (FofS) J. 

M. Osborne 
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40 Sig Regt (V) 
Belfast 

CONGRATULATIONS 
Congratulations to the HQ Sqn team who won the Regimental 

SAAM at camp, W02 Tommy Caines, Sgt Pauline Barron, Cpl Alan 
Orr, Bobby Ballance, W02 Robin Finlay, LCpl Pete Youll , . gt 
Adrian Stewart, Sig Sammy Scott , Cpl Cathy Barker and gt Billy 
Ford. 

A special congratulations to the Champion at Arms, Cpl Bobby 
Ballance who 'cleared the board' except for the best SLR shot. 

The Regimental SAAM winning team 
Standing (l to RJ: W02 Tommy Caines, Sgt Pauline Barron, '?Pl 
Bobby Ballance, W02 Robin Finlay, LCpl Pete Youll, SSgt Adrian 

Stewart and Sig Sammy Scott 
Kneeling (L to RJ: Cpl Cathy Barker and Sgt Billy Ford 

EXERCISE FIRST SAlL II 
by Lt Tony Tierney 
Crew Lists . 

Kittiwake: Skipper W02 Ray King, Mate Maj Carol Twmem, Crew 
Capt Alastair Sykes, Cpl Billy Herridge, Lt Tony Tierney and OCdt 
Elaine Halliday . 

Bluebell: Skipper Capt Brian Peel, Mate Sgt Dav~ James, Crew 
LCpl Debbie Montgomery, Sigs Sarah Taggart, Alan Simms and Rulh 

Ewing. d 1 As the Troop Commander with 40 (U) Sig Regt 01) an a c~mp ete 
novice when it comes to sailing, it was with a feeling of excitement 
tinged with apprehension t~at I emb~ked, with 11 other members of 
the Regiment, on an exerc1 e orgamsed by our Quartermaster Capt 
Brian Peel. We assembled at Clonaver Park TAC at 0800 on 8 August 
to travel by road to British Kiel. Yacht Club (BKYC). . 

We arrived in Kiel at lunch time on Monday and whilst the two 
skippers completed the charter details and took over ~he y~chts t~e 
rest of us went shopping for the first three days supplies, with stnct 
orders to remember that we had limited storage space and a cooker 
with two rings and a small oven, no. fridges o~ .microwaves. 

After a safety brief and collecuon of mhes we went on ~n 
introduction ail around Kiel harbour which prove~ to be ~'-!1te 
enjoyable, but a lot harder work than I had i~agined with Ray g1vmg 
us quite a few 'jibes abouts' and 'hardenmg ups';. a whole new 
language to learn! I could see that the other crew were JUSt as bemused 
by this new language of the yachty world. We ev~ntually got back to 
BKYC after negotiating the 'piles', they looked hke posts to me, and 
retired to the bar for some old sea dog tales from Brian, Ray, Carol 

and Dave. . d' f BKYC d t Early the next morning both yachts ' shppe rom an se 
sail for Faarborg a distance of some 40 miles to the north, and as the 
wind wa set fro~ the north west a good day's sail on a port beam 
reach was promised. 
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Ex First Sail 11 - The crew of Kittiwake enjoy a laugh on the first 
day 

Capt Alastair Sykes, OCdt Elaine Halliday, Maj Carol Twinem, Lt 
Tony Tierney and Cpl Billy Herridge 

It ~ctually prc:ived 10 be a very good sail with plenty of time to 
pracu e such thing as man-overboard drills and 'heave to's'. We 
reached Faarborg early evening without too many mishaps. 

The !1ext morning howev.er humour was minimal. Kittiwakes engine 
had faded ~o sta:t , and .neither Ra~, Brian or Billy (a car mechanic) 
could get 1t going so 1t was decided that we would be given a 
replacement yacht. Blue Belle continued on the intended route and 
h<?p~fuJJy me.et up with us in Copenhagen. So began a day on 
K1111wake which I am sure none of us will ever forget. We sUpped 
harbo.ur at !200 hrs to be greeted with very lumpy seas, multi
d1rect1onal winds and the wash from count.less large ferries including 
the dreaded 'Gelting' or should it be 'Belting Syd'. A large red ferry 
whose wash seemed to turn yachts in its path around or should it be 
'abou~·: As th~ dar progresse? the yacht was lashed by large squalls 
and ~JUless. ram With forked .lightening overhead causing Ray to dig 
deep into his wealth of expenence and bring about more sail changes 
than even he cared to remember. To make matters worse we Jost a 
~inch hand.le overboard ma~ing the remaining one worth its weight 
in gold. Thmgs got progressively worse Ray sent Elaine and I below 
decks to leave more room in the cockpit. Whilst down I could hear 
thos~ above ~eek singing hymns. We were all greatly relieved to get 
to Kiel , albeit at 1600 hrs and twice the time it had taken for the 
outwa~d journey the previous day. It was a time for humorous 
reflecuon. 

v 

Forty winks-Maj Carol Twinem 

Blue Belle also had its fair share of the storm. Dave James vows that 
Jacque Cousteau was in the Baltic that day as he says he saw him when 
he was completely submerged several times whilst in waves up on the 
foredeck carrying out ~ sail change. They were close enough to 
AsseJ?lS however for Brian to shorten the days sail and sit out the 
remainder of the storms. 

We soon go~ to gr.ips with our new yacht with a good sail to 
Ro~byhavn duri~g wh1c~ we were redirected by a German patrol boat 
which brought into evidence our non-existent command of the 
German lan!?iua¥e ('Ich verstehe nicht') and I got a nasty bruise from 
the boom swmgrng across the yacht unexpectedly. All told this was an 
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excellent day's sailing and by the end of it we all agreed that M allard 
was a considerable improvement on Kittiwake. 

Sat~rday 15th ~as laundry day with a little bit of sunbathing and 
shopping slotted in for good measure. We spent a 'quiet night in ' as 
Ray pla~ned to leave early Sunday morning. Whilst Blue Belle had a 
short ail to Copenhagen, arriving that evening, Mallard slipped 
harbour at 0600 hrs and sailed for 20 hours to Copenhagen on what 
was a really great day's sailing with good boat discipline in operation 
and the crew working in watches . 

With the crews of the yachts reunited and 'war' stories exchanged 
Monday I ~th was spen.t in Copenhagen shopping, sightseeing, sending 
P.°. tcards m the ambience of one of Europe's most cosmopolitan 
CJ!les. 

Tuesday 18th saw both yachts slipping harbour at 0700 hrs and once 
aga.in .sailing _' ir_i coml?any'. ~l told though this turned out to be quite 
a d1fflc~lt sad involving a distance ~f some 70 miles to Stuberkobing 
and takmg 14 hours. The opportunity for proper food was minimal 
and we were in oilskins all day so upon arrival it was dinner closely 
followed by a quick shower and bed. Wednesday 19th saw the Baltic 
pull its claws in and we experienced what could be called a 'Dead 
Calm'-no wind and so under engine the whole day. This was by far 
and away the. most rel.axing day of the exercise-sunbathing in 
c.onstant sun.shine, catching. up on lost sleep and taking turns on the 
tiller , motoring on the Baltic that was more like a pond than a sea . 

The h_omeward sail to Kiel on Thursday 20th whilst not as easy as 
the preVJous days, was nonetheless very pleasurable with a good wind 
to spur us on to an average speed of just over 6 knots per hour. 

Mallard r~>Unding the 'Headland of Mon ' with skipper W02 Ray 
King at the helm assisted by Capt Alastair Sykes 

REUNION DINNER 
On Friday 9 October 1992 a Reunion Dinner was held at Clonaver 

Park TAC for serving female and ex WRAC members of the 
Regiment. 

Twenty six serving and 53 ex WRAC members attended the dinner . 
We were honoured to have with us Col J. C. Blackwood, Col 

Women TA Female Focus HQ UKLF who began her career in 1964 
with 66 (Ulster) Sig Regt (part of the volunteers who made up the 
Regiment after the review in 1967). 
~ong those pr~sen.t was \Y02 Carol Cameron BEM R Signals (V) 

who. is due to retire in Apnl 1993 after 34 years service with the 
Regiment (we ~ope she enjoyed getting the extra large pair of green 
WRAC PT kruckers as her napkin). 

The evening got off to a great start when SSgt Freda Jones 
announced her engagement to Sgt Andy Geddis RAOC who is at 
present ~ased at Kinnegar Logistics Base, Belfast. Freda has been with 
the Regiment for 21 years and will be sadly missed when she leaves. 
We also celebrated the recent engagement of Sig Nicky McKinney 
(who has. been with t~e Regiment since March 1990) to Brian Grives 
and the birthday of Wilma Powell who served with the Regiment from 
1974 until 1980. 

Back in August 1973 the Regiment ran a Recruit Course at 
Scarborough STC for personnel from 34 Sig Regt (V), 36 Sig Regt (V) 
an.d our own p~rsonnel. Only three WRAC members of '40' were on 
this course which was headed by Lt R. D. Foster (now Maj (Retd) 
W!'mbs TD) who had recently transferred from Queens University 
OTC-they were Pte Shirley Farrar (now Wylie), Pte Pauline Barron 
(now Sgt Barron) and .Pte Christine Spence (now W02 Woodrow) . 
Pte Farra~ left ~he TA m 1974, Sgt Barron left the Regiment in 1977 
~nd re-enh.sted m 1986 (after a time in the USA) and is now the PSI 
~n the Regiment, W02 Woodrow has remained in the Regiment and 
is now the NRPS Chief Clerk. Maj Wymbs went on to Command 
Headquarters ~quadrof! ~efore taking up a staff appointment at 107 
(Ulster) .B~e pnor to retmng. All four met up again at the reunion and 
the reminiscences went on until the 'wee small hours'. 

It was a most successful and enjoyable evening which we hope to 
repeat. 
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OC Maj T. J. P. Bryning 
2IC Flt Lt M. Davies 
A Tp Comd Flt Lt C. Marvell , B Tp Comd Capt I. L. Parry, C Tp 
Comd Capt P. ,Johnson, FofS W02 (FofS) G. Blondell , USM W02 
(USM) F. Evans. 

HIGHLIGHTS OF LIFE IN JCUFI 
Since August, JCUFI has seen a complete change of the unit 

hierarchy, except for the Foreman who should eventually escape in 
November after completing a year in the sunny Falklands. We all wish 
him and Ann all the best at 63 (V) Sig Sqn. 

HANDOVER/TAKEOVER 
18 August was the official Handover/ Takeover of OCs. In

coming Maj Tim Bryning fresh from STANOC and the outgoing 
Maj Richard Thurston . With only hours to go and having said his 
farewells the outgoing OC jumped into his landrover to head 
for the air terminal only to be told 'that 's mine now' . He was kindly 
given a Lift by the USM on a motor bike complete with balloons doing 
his impression of Atom Ant! The new Sqn Comd was then invited to 
the unit bar where he was persuaded to comply with an old tradition 
which involves ringing a bell and buying a large round of drinks . 

The USMs have also recently carried out their handover. The 
ceremonial handing over of the pace stick and photograph was carried 
out in a blizzard . The outgoing USM was carried off to the air 
terminal in style. As he is of stocky frame a giant bulldozer borrowed 
from the Fl Field Sqn RE was selected for the job. 

IT'S A KNOCKOUT 
The unit held an 'It's a Knockout' competition in the swimming 

pool. It was organised by the UQMS who came up with quite a few 
novel games, needless to say all of them involved w.a~er but, thank
fully we didn't lose anyone ... I think~ The con:ipeut1on w~s a cl?se 
run thing with Bravo Tp eventually coming out wmners despite haVJng 
a non swimmer in the team. 

BA TILE OF BRITAIN CELEBRATION 
The anniversary of the Battle of Britain was commemorated on 15 

September. A memorial service was held in the air terminal, which a 
number of JCUFI members attended . After the service and true to 
RAF tradition we witnessed a spectacular fly past with a Cl30 Tanker 
'Fat Albert' which looked as if it was towing a Tornado, no doubt a 
fuel saver by the RAF. 

BRAVO TROOP 
Bravo Tp is responsible for operating the two busy Commcens on 

the Falkland Islands and the CDA. It is the only true tri-service troop 
and is commanded by Capt Ian Parry with WO(CY) Jeff Naldrett RN 
as the 2IC. 

Recently in preparation for a planned march and shoot 
competition, four RAF personnel from the COC Com~cen Uf!der Sgt 
Graham Duncan trained for almost a month before discovering that 
the USM had cancelled it. The RAF team therefore decided to award 
themselves ' JCUFI Inter-Section March and Die Champions, 
September 1992'. · 

Ex Cape Petrel saw a hive of activity within Bravo Tp, the 
Commcens became very busy. Much to our disgust we were informed 
that we would also be required to guard the Joint Operations Centre. 
The weather had been quite mild recently but true to form at Startex 
it closed in . We then experienced snow, hail and even blizzard . The 
first night was very cold with the temperature down to - 9~C and 
everyone was hoping that they would not have to venture outside. All 
was going according to plan until th~ enemy turned up and w~ were 
forced outside to defend the JOC. A fierce battle commenced with the 
Commcen coming out victors. After two days and, much to our 
delight, the Admiral decided we had ~on and called Endex. P~rhap 
next time we can hold the exercise during a warm pell, but we re not 
counting on it! 
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JCUFI 
BFPO 655 

DELTA TROOP 
One of JCUFI's many sections, and certainly one of the smallest, 

is the RAF manned Aerial Riggers Section. Manned by one SNCO and 
six ORs of the Aerial erectors trade, they are responsible for the 
maintenance of al l military owned communications masts, antennas 
and radomes in the theatre. This wide remit also includes the com
munications masts in South Georgia, and although passages on the 
monthly sailings are hard to come by, we were lucky enough to get two 
of them for Cpl McSweeney and SAC Howland on the September 
sailing. 

SOUTH GEORGIA DETACHMENT 
A Native's Guide 
Det Comd Sgt Russ Jardine 
Tech Cpl Andy Sinclair 
Op I Sig Dean Royle, Op 2 Sig Jim Torbet. 

The Place: South Georgia Island is probably the British Army's 
most remote posting for a member of the Royal Signals. It lies 800 
miles south east of the Falkland Islands and almost 8,000 miles due 
south of the UK. The Garrison, at present , consists of 44 military 
personnel stationed at King Edward Point (KEP) which is across the 
bay from the abandoned whaling station of Grytviken . Newcomers to 
the island will find it hard to understand the native speech and local 
customs. Watching episodes of Blackadder and Harry Enfield will 
help to pick up the basics and also appreciate the humour. The islands 
national sport is darts and to ensure a friendly welcome one should 
bring several sets of new flights and shafts. 

South Georgia Detachment 
Standing fl to RJ: Cpl Andy Sinclair and Sg~ Russ Jardine 

Sitting fl to RJ: Sigs Dean Royle and Jim Tarbet 

The Job: The detachment provides the only means of com
munication with the outside world which is a 322Z link to the 
FaJklands. Commcen South Georgia is run by the detachments three 
operators and supported by one technician. The only major change to 
the normal daily routine is when an airdrop is planned, the 
detachment then supply an operator for the UHF link with the 
aircraft. He is deployed to sea on the rigid raider which is pi loted by 
members of the Royal Engineers boat team. 

The 'Shack': A hive of activity, this is the meeting place of all who 
matter. Its home to Cpl Andy 'I've left the shower on again' Sinclair 
who is also the owner of Andy's video, stereo and camera repair hop. 
It is also workplace to newcomer, proud father and Detachment 
Commander Sgt Russ 'more cheese please' Jardine. Sgt Jardine is 
currently the Islands pool champ and top of the Islands darts ladder. 
Hovering over his microwaved meal is Sig Dean 'Andy you've left the 
shower on again' Royle. Rip Van Royle is also undisputed Gold~n 
Blanket world champion. Near by is Sig Jim 'I'll name that film in 
one' Torbet. Both operators are due to change over and Sig Crebier 
and Parry are eagerly awaited . 'Stag on Boys'. 
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(l &t.1 NORTHAG Air Support Radio Sqn 
~~ BFPO 18 

qn Comd Maj R. J . Steed MBE 
2IC Kapt J . Verwoerd RNLA 
SS 1 W02 ( M) C. Alexander, YofS W02 (YofS) W. Jack on , CC 

gt P. O'Brien . 

DI B 1' DMENT 
The clo ure of orthag Air upport Radio Sqn h · been brought 

forward from 1995 to 31 March 1993. The Squadron will cease 
operation in October this year, some 25 year after it formation. 
Pa t members of the quadron who may have presented gifts to the 
quadron Bar and would like them returned should contact the Chief 

Clerk on Belgium 12 231164, Tongeren Mil Ext 24 1 or write to the 
Squadron. 

ARRIVALS AND DEPARTURES 
A change at the top with the departure of Maj (now Lt Col) P . J . 

Hryhoruk to C & E Div HQ Northag and the arrival of Maj R. J . 
teed MBE from Comms Branch HQ BAOR. 

Change of Command 
Maj John Steed and Sgt Peter O' Brien lever Lt Col Peter Hryhoruk 

out of the Squad ron Staff car 

Other new faces include W02 (SSM) Colin Alexander who arrived 
in February only to embark on a multitude of career courses before 
taking up his appointment in ApriL 

W02_ (YofS) Bob Marshall left the Squadron for 16 Sig Regt on 
promotion to WOL We wish Bob and Linda all the best for the 
future, probably organised another PT session before he left. W02 
(YofS) Bill Jack on arrived in June. We hope Bill , Phyllis Glen and 
Garry enjoy their short tour with ASRS. ' 

EXERCISE SUMMER RELIC 92 
Ex Summer Relic took place between 14-25 June 1992 in the seaside 

res<;>rt o~ :renby, South Wales. Forty four members of a variety of 
nauonahues departed Antwerp aboard LSL Sir Belvedere on Sunday 
14 June for Penally Training Camp which was their home for the next 
10 days. 

After a good night's sleep everyone awoke refreshed to begin a fun 
filled packed programme of adventurous and cultural activities. The 
fi~st ~ay sent _f ~ur groups deep sea fishing, mountain biking, rock 
chmbmg/ abse1hng and one group under the wing of SSgt 'Taff' 
Taylor visited Llanelly. 
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The remainder of the week ran along a similar programme with 
groups rotating each day. 

Ot_her even~s worth "?e?tioning include a full days watersports 
provided by Dragon D1vmg' on Tenby's Castle Beach. Activities 
include sc~ba diving, parascending, waterskiing, banana and ringos, 
the latter 1s not recommended to the faint hearted. 

Those readers who haven't yet experienced the delight of deep sea 
fishing should avoid this sport at all costs. 

An event that should be given a wide berth is an ASRS Karaoke 
Night , toasting such talents as John 'The Trog' Steed who gave us his 
version. of 'Wild T.hing ' . Hopefully he made someone's heart sing. A 
good mght was enjoyed by all and the Squadron raised £140 to aid a 
local resident in need of life saving surgery in the United States. 

Any reader tasked with organising an adventure training week 
sh~uld look no further than Penally. The camp staff and local 
residents are very helpful and welcoming, it is thoroughly 
recommended . 

A special thanks m~st go to ~he Ca_mp Commandant, Maj (Retd) 
John Long and especially Admm Officer Mrs Pamela Stickels . 

VISITS 
Commander Communications BAOR, Brig J . D. Stokoe CBE 

MBE visited the Squadron in the field during Ex Canary Caper 2192'. 
Brig Stokoe was briefed on the role of NASRS and toured the 
National Detachments. Before lunch Brig Stokoe presented LS & GC 
Medals to SSgt Jim Gray and Sgt Pete O'Brien and Gulf Medals to 
S~t Steve Osman, Cpl John Cain REME, LCpl Jimmy Rimmer, Sigs 
St Jones and Daz Margie. 

The medal recipients and Comd Comms then retired to the Mess 
Tent for lunch prepared by LCpl Dave Haytack ACC. 

C~f!Jd S:o~ms, Brig John Stokoe speaks to Cpl Jack Thorpe, t he 
British m-fhght Det Comd during Ex Canary Caper watched by the 

Sqn Comd and YofS W0 2 W. Jackson 
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1 Inf Bde HQ and Sig Sqn 
(215 Sig Sqn) 

Tidworth 

BENGAL TROOP 
The biggest thing to happen to Main HQ Tp in years, came about 

a few months ago- we changed our name from Alpha to Bengal! This 
to reflect our new armoured brigade insignia. 

Li fe has been fai rly quiet despite the constant stream of extra non
op jobs we seem to be tasked with. To spice life up a little the troop 
deployed to Tregantle Fort near Plymouth fo r a week with the aim of 
improving the troops ski lls using the SA80 and LSW as section 
weapons. We started with the obligatory PT, to enable some of the 
troop to sweat the alcohol out of their system. This was achieved by 
LCpl 'Trigg' (Wi ngs) Kent taking us for a ru n which involved a I in 
4 hill and some exercises on the beach (shame the tide was in!) . 

After initial zeroing we progressed on to section attack 600m range, 
Sig A. J. John and LCpl ' Bob ' Badge complete with crampons fitted, 
used more energy whingeing about the steep range than climbing it. 
Sig Micky Devlin received the endurance award for walking from 
Plymouth back to the fort- a distance of 8 miles-at 0300 hrs! Cpls 
Rob Mellotte and Hamish Campbell won the detour award, they 
decided to take in the sights of Bristol and Devizes on the return 
journey as they thought the A303 may have been congested due to 
' new age travellers' , . , . 

New arrivals in the troops are LCpls Digger Dickenson , Brown 
(who spent two weeks in the troop before volunteering for a Falklands 
tour), 'Boring' Bramwell and Sig Dove. . 

Congratulations to Bill and Ann Bunning on the arrival of baby 
Roisin also Pete and Tracy Dimmock the troops newly weds and how 
Cpls Langford and Mellotte _managed to appear on the Sergeants 
promotion board the troop will never know! 

SABRE TROOP 
On a wet and windy August morning, six members of Sabre Tp and 

four officer cadets under the leadership of the Tp Comd, Lt Andrea 
Sharman went off in search of some adventure. We WO!Jnd up at the 
FIBUA (Fighting In Built Up Areas-for those not. m th_e know) 
Confidence Centre on Salisbury Plain. We ".'ere split up mto two 
teams for a race. There were various obstacles mclud~ng a 400m sewer 
crawl , climbing up the sides of buildings and walkmg along ~ea_ms 
between buildings . At the end of the course was a three storey bu1ldmg 
which was totally blacked out and with a maze inside. Everybody 
seemed to negotiate the maze quite well except the Tp Co~d who got 
lost inside and was wandering around for an extra 10 mmutes after 
everybody else had finished . Apart from this, everybody had a very 
enjoyable but tiring time . 

SUPPORT TROOP 
Just to prove that the QM's department can d~a~ themsel_ves away 

from the stores, they 'enjoyed' an adv~nture trammg. exercise called 
'Aching Duck' in June this year. The !'um. was to nav1~ate the South 
Downs Way, a distance of some 100 miles m length . f'.nor to the walk 
the Sqn Comd decided to give the Squadron a 6 mile speed_ march 
which would harden the departments feet for the walk! The JOurney 
to the start point at Eastbourne was filled with excitement when one 
of the minibuses decided to enter a one way street from the wrong end, 
thanks to the driver Pte Brummy Whitehouse RPC. After the first 
day's walk most feet were tired and blistered bl!t were compete!ltly 
patched up by our resident medic Sgt Kev 'Captam C,ompass Qumn. 
The food throughout the exercise was excellent, bemg prepared by 
W02 (RQMS) Des Faherty, otherwise known as the chef of ·pessys 
Diner'. Day 6 saw near mutiny when t~e RQMS would not dish out 
the 'Frosties ' for breakfast. A dawn raid was launched and _success
fu lly accomplished the mission whilst the chef's attention was 
distracted! 

NON STOP 24 HOUR BFf . 
The brainchild of the 2IC, Capt Lawrence McCourt and organ!sed 

by Sgt Keith Balsdon the event took place at the Oval Stadium 
Tidworth on 17 August starting at 1600 hrs . The runners were the 
team of eight soldiers deploying on Ex Wyv~rn Island an ad~enture 
training expedition to walk th~ west ~oast ,tr31il on Vancouver 1sla~d, 
Canada. The total monies raised bemg d1v1de~ between the Inspire 
Appeal for the Spinal Unit at Odstock Hospital and to offset the 
funds required to mount Ex Wyvern_ Island. The even.t took the form 
of a BFT being passed every 24 Y2 mmutes, the tota.1 ~1i:ie all?wed for 
a complete BFT. The team of eight runners wer.e d1~1ded mto fo.ur 
pairs with each pair allocated its schedule of runnmg limes . The p~rs 
were: Capt Lawrence McCourt and Sig Gaz Molton, Sgt Keith 
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Balsdon and Sig George Cullen, LCpl Nige Hinton and .Sig I ~ac 
Newton and finally LCpls Col Barker and Tony Co~lmg. First 
Aid/ Physic LCpl 'Trigger' Kent and Cpl Chris Tearle T imekeepers 
W02 (QMSI) Joe Roach, Cpls Andy Powell and .Dave Leas~ . The 
individual runners all completed between 30-50 miles dependmg on 
their injury state. However a continuous relay of BFT passes were 
achieved with a total of £800 raised in total. 

The tired but victorious BFT runners commence their final BFT 
after 23 Y. hours of physical torture! 

UNIT WINDSURFING . . . 
This year has seen windsurfing really take o~f m the urut ~1th s~me 

four basic courses plus an intermediate one bemg run at various umes 
and venues throughout the unit calendar . A m~asure of the spar.ts 
popularity and success was clearly demonstrated m the umts res~lts m 
the recent Corps windsurfing championships held at $_tokes Bay m the 
Solent. With only five individual enmes the umt recorded the 
following results: . . · s· T" 

Minor Unit Champions-1st L1ghtwe1ght. Novice . 1g . 1m 
Barker-2nd Lightweight Novice Sig Bev BeVIS-3rd L1ghtwe1ght 
Novice Sig 'Isaac' Newton-1st _Lady Lt_ An~rea Sharman-2nd 
Lightweight and Best Veteran MaJ Dave Gilchnst. 

The victorious windsurfing team pose wit h the RSY C: Admiral and 
their tro phies. L to R: Sigs Isaac Newton , Bev B.ev1s, Lt -':'nd r~a 
Sharman, Admira l Maj Gen P.O. Alexander, Mai Dave Gilchrist 

and Sig Tim Barker 

The Squadron is in excellent heart as it I?repare~ for the pending 
change in its operational role. Not reported m detail but never~heless 
going on behind the scenes is work that prepares us for the arnv3:1 of 
the AFVs at the end of the year. 432 drive~ _training. h~s l<;>ng s1~ce 
started rewriting of unit establishments, rrubtary munmg mcludmg 
battle ~mp and several coord visits to BAOR have all ~?ne ahead. 
The ultimate aim being a well oiled and smooth tran 1uon of our 
change from supporting the HQ of UKMF I Inf Bde to that of 1 Mech 
Bde. 
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19 Inf Bde HQ and Sig Sqn 
(209) 

HQ 
Bu y? The term barely de cribes the activity een in this and, I 

presume, all quadron within the Corp . What wi•h redundancie , 
move , e ·erci e and the terrifying realisation that there are only 24 
hour in a day, the Puzzle Palace await Christmas. However, fir t we 
mu t find the light at the end of the tunnel or in ome cases the tunnel 
it elf. gt imon Windus does hi best, a phone permanently clipped 
to hi ear, he lead the Orderly Room through the fog of war- well 
at lea 1 the piles of paper. He i ~upported by an intrepid crew, igs 

ook, Wullie Marshall breaking up the photocopier and Sig 
Buchanan. 

TM TROOP 
The Troop returned from a well earned block leave and bumped 

into a complete stranger in the form of Sgt Jim Hook who had 
returned from onh Wales, Italy and every other mountainous region 
he could manage. 

Spons didn't pass us by either with the Troop contributing to the 
volleyball. In this, W02 (FofS) Gi Whiteford, Sgt Steve Morris and 
gt Keith William proving that skill and ability are not prerequisites 

for victory. 
Hello to Cpl Carl Bremner, his wife Kim and sons Shaun and 

Danny. 

BRAVO TROOP 
The Troop has been part of all that has happened but a few special 

mentions are in order. 
Cpl Viv Henry captained the Squadron athletics cearn at the Brigade 

competition bringing home a gold in the triple jump. Lt David 
Kinnaird ran a brave but very slow 800m heat and failed by a 
substantial margin to make the fi nal. 

For those who didn't know, Lt David Kinnaird has taken over from 
Cpl Tom Murray as OC Tp, whilst SSgt 'Dusty' Miller and Sgt Bob 
Harvey return normality to the Troop. Hello to LCpls Bol Bolton Bas 
Hearne, Sigs Drummond, Churchyard and of course 'Taff' W;ters. 
On the other ide of the coin goodbye and good luck to Sgt Fred 
Thompson-back 10 TM Tp, LCpl Steve Savery-homing in on 
IASDR, and Sig Jon Ross, the civvy. 

Farewell to LCpl Reid on his AIPT course. 
Welcomes to Cpl Tony Annal and Pte Dawkins; if all else fails at 

least tum on the light! 

LANYARD TROPHY COMPETITION 
The t,eai:n had, as with all things, been selected from 'volunteers'(?) 

from w1thm the Squadron: Capt Tony Picknell, W01 (TCWO) Terry 
Wilcox RCT, Sgts Jim Hook, Keith Williams, Cpl George Hume, 
LCpls Geoff Howe, Alfie Davidson, Sigs Dave Harding, John Ross, 
Taff Waters. 

Lanyard Trophy Team-'10 hrs 55 mins and we felt it!' 

It was with some trepidation that we sLOod on the start line at 
0610 hrs on 17 September. 

3, 2, 1, Go,' the question would be answered in the fullness of time. 
Con.fronted by the Sugar Loaf, we set off at a steady pace. We were 
clo mg on teams already, but after just 15 mins 216 (Para) Sig Sqn 
passed us. We had. our pace and we stuck with it, slowly carving a 
ro~te to the summll through the teams which scattered the hillside. 
This •. the worst checkpoint, behind us we headed down to the valley. 

gt Jim Hook was determined to bottle if it was there. It was but he 
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Colchester 

didn'l. By the time we reached checkpoint 3 we were third and were 
met by the roving administrators: The Sqn Comd, Maj Gordon 
James; W02 (YofS) Stu Little who knew everyone- or so he 
claimed-and Cpl Mark Canning who knew no-one but did know 
every chip shop and newsagent in South Wales. We were adequately 
fed on bananas , drink , cake and tea all day. 

21 Sig Regt A (that's right, they had 20 people foolish enough to 
do it) would have been in our sights but for the mist. Unfortunately 
for them , they missed checkpoint 4 and suddenly we were second, 
behind 216. Fed, watered and inspired we left , avoiding the 'orange 
spots' which headed south, not north. I wonder who put them there, 
perhaps 21 Sig Regt found out! Checkpoint 7 and a food break. 5 
mins later we were off . . . 'but Sarge you promised us 15 mins.' 
What's worse we didn't even notice. 

Not really half way but now with a new will, Lord Herefords Knob 
lay ahead. Not content with sticking another hill inLO the competition, 
the organisers added rain and wind. Our support was there to cheer 
us on to checkpoint JO. We had lost time on the leaders and it was here 
that a very dejected Sig John Ross had to stop due to a very painful 
knee injury. Ahead lay the final test, the Everest. 

We reached the last checkpoint, 216 were only 10 mins ahead. We 
dug deep and ran . 10 hrs 55 mins, 14 mins behind 216, the smallest 
ever margin. Well done 216 (Para) Sig Sqn. 

Two additional mentions to WOl (SSM) Chuck Walker on 
completing the course on his 40th birthday and Sig 'Kingy' King who 
also completed the course despite a painful ankle injury. 

Happy Birthday W01 (RSM) 'Chuck' Walker 
The birthday cake was presented by Brig N. F. Wood, Comd 

Comms/CIS UKLF 

EXERCISE PANTHERS FIRE 
~ike _leaves on an autumn tree the Squadron was scattered by the 

ch1~l wmd g~nerated by Ex Panthers Fire, the Brigade FTX on 
Salisbury Plam. SSgt Dusty Miller and Cpl Taff Mallaney 'tweaked 
an~ t~iddled' at E~c~n. others provided the admin coy whilst the 
maJonty donned their mfantry utensils and went to war. The Platoon 
was le~ by L~ Dan Taylor ai:id the ever vigilant SSgt Nobby Neville. 

Secuoi; dnlls wer7 pr~~tJsed, l?ractised and practised again in 
preparation for the live fmng sectwn attacks. It began like this but 
sure enough the 'all change' came for Phases 2 and 3 when Lt David 
~i°:q~rd awarded himself Field Rank and led th~ highly trained 
md1v1duals on dangerous missions- they were the enemy! Others took 
on !he FIBU~ pa~kage with special mentions to Cpl 'Robbo' 
Robmson for msenmg a door, on request and the instructor who 
stumbled int? his own trap and consequently provided some mirth. 
On !Jne particular attack, led by point man Cpl Bear Convery. The 
sec.u~n w3:tch astonished as he slung his weapon and stormed the 
bu1ldmg with a sledge hammer. 'Dead', declared the umpire. Cpl Billy 
Brunton overcame his fear of heights by dropping from a helicopter. 
Pte ~od. Maund on the o.ther hand scored a 9 .9 for artistic impression 
by chngmg onto the helicopter skid. 
. We.did do.some signalling; Cpl Tom Murray was 'camnet Cpl' and 

Sig Pmky Ptnk prodcued the most tactical mast in the history of 
signalling. 
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J 24 Airmob Bde HQ and Sig Sqn 
Catterick 

CCX 
OC>E*> 

Sqn Comd Maj Graham Leach 
2IC Capt Paul Peel 
QM Capt Rick Licence, Ops Offr Capt Rupert Chapman, Alpha Tp 
Comd Lt Richard Deans, Bravo Tp Comd 2Lt Neil Sandman, RSM 
WOl (RSM) Dave Wilson , RQMS W02 (RQMS) Jim Monkman, 
YofS W02 (YofS) Granville Yeomans, FofS SSgt (FofS) lain 
McNelly, ORSQMS SSgt (ORSQMS) Brian Durlik. 

The whole Squadron has been involved in all manner of exercises 
and activities ranging from adventure training in the Garelochhead 
area, sports events, VIP visits, medal presentationyarades, assistance 
to outside units, Airmobile Brigade concentrauon on SPT A and 
culminated with a multi-national exercise in Belgium. 

ARRIVALS/ DEPARTURES 
We welcome the following into the Squadron; Capt Rick Licence, 

SSgt Colin Milne Sgts Chris Bates, Chris Kidd, Rich Thorne, LCpls 
Paul Davis, Andy Murdoch, 'OBI' O'Brien, Sigs Darren Bowett, 
Jerry Anderson, Glen Brunskill, Ross Hanes, Pat Crowe, Andy 
Hodgson, Francis Hudson, Tom Myles, Andy Taylor, Ni~e kelly, 
Jason Shuttleworth and Hinds. We say farewell to the following; Capt 
Dave Marsden, Sgts Archie Fulton, Al Yeaman (on promotion to 
SSgt), Cpls Rab Arthur, Ez Ezard, Mark Marsden and Squiff 
Asquith . 

BIRTHS 
Congratulations LO Cpl Kev Johnson and Jayne on the birth of their 

daughter Leanne on 9 July 1992. 

CONGRATULATIONS 
Congratulations and well done to Cpl Paul Buckley on achieving an 

'A' grade on his MT Accounts and Administration course. 

VISIT OF THE COMMANDER MND(C) 
On I July Maj Gen P. Huysman of the Royal Netherlands Land 

Army the Commander of the MND(C), visited the Squadron as part 
of his introductory inspection of the Airmobile Brigade. He was 
shown all of the Squadron communications facilities but was most 
impressed with the flying detachments and the lightweight fly forward 
headquarters. 

Comd MND(C) Maj Gen Huysman RNLA visiting the Squ_adron, 
received by Comd 24 Airmob Bde Brig C. F. Drewry, Mai G. R. 

Leach and W01 (RSM) Wilson 
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MEDAL PRESENTATION PARADE 
The 23 July marked a special occasion when the Squadron donned 

No2 Dress and marched on parade. The Commander of the Airmobile 
Brigade Brig C. F. Drewry CBE reviewed and inspected the Squadron, 
then he presented three LS & GC medals and ten Gulf medals. Family 
and fr iends watched the parade and attended a curry lunch in the 
Squadron Club. 

LS & GC Medal recipients 
L to R: W02 (YofS) Yeomans, W02 (ROMS) Monkman and SSgt 

Mark Simcox 

Two other occasions were marked in the Squadron Club, the first 
was to say goodbye co Sgt Pip Terry wh? is leaving t.he Ar.my after .22 
years to continue setting up his computing school, !n which we WJ~h 
him the very best! The second was ro host the family of the late Sig 
Aaran Hughes who was killed in February this Y<:ar ~d ~o P.resem a 
cheque for £1,000 to his daughter. The mone~, which 1s bemg mve.sted 
for her, was mainly raised by sponsorship from the Squadron. 
However, we must thank che Catterick Garrison Sergeants' Mes es 
and 2 Sig Regt for their donations. 

Comd 24 Airmob Bde Brig C. F. Drewry presenting a cheque to 
Mrs Hughes 
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EXERCISE B TO RINGER 92 
Two member of 229 (Berlin) Sig Sqn headed off 1 r epal in the 

early hour of Thur day 29 October 1992. Capt Liz Holmes and LCpl 
'Gra ' Gra sick joined four other members of HQ Berlin Inf Bde in 
their exploration of the Himalayas. During the four weeks they will 
be trekking to Everest Ba e Camp, mountain biking (hopefully 
along-not up!) and then relaxing with ome white water rafting. 

The only disadvantages-the injections . . . How many? 

Mirror, mirror on the wall - who's the fairest Foreman of them all? 
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229 Sig Sqn 
BFPO 45 

The Squadron welcome the new AO Capt 'Mac' Mackender and his 
wife Pamela, Lt Jim Leggate the new TOT and his wife Rosa. To 
complete the set, Lt Adrian Jones Radio Tp Comd, arrived in time to 
deploy straight on exercise. 

A big farewell to Maj W. A. C. Griffiths and Gela as he retires to 
the Mountain of Wales. 

Congratulations to Sig Kay Matthews (nee Prudhoe) who leaves the 
Army and joins her husband in Blandford. 

Tele Op TG's Cpl Dave Ruane and Sig Daz Field deployed on Ex 
Roman Sapper with the Sappers whilst LCpl Daz Bailey returned from 
a three month tour in BATUS. LCpl Mick Hatton completed his 
rouJement but ir_i the Falkland Islands as the det comd of an isolated(!) 
RRB_. Meanwhile the Squadron deployed into the field (city!) to 
provide communications for HQ Berlin Inf Bde. During September 
the unit had time to relax Adv Trg in Bavaria. SSgt (YofS) Whittle was 
so relaxed he fell off the mountain side. 

THE LAST BERLIN TATTOO 
The Last Tattoo in Berlin was held in the Deutschland Halle from 

20-24 October, the culmination of many months preparation and hard 
work. 

229 Sig Sqn, in its various guises, has, of course, provided technical 
support ~o this ~vent over the years but there was something special 
about this one, 1t was the 'Last' (really?) and the first of the 'farewell 
to Berlin' functions. 

Preparations began in earnest in late September with 25 Squadron 
members under the control of SSgt Mick Boyle being assigned to the 
RE construction party, responsible for the erection of the various 
stages and 900 seat grandstand. Due to the limited time available for 
construction once the Deutschland Halle had been taken over this 
had to be practised several times beforehand at RAF Gatow. ' 

At 1700 hrs on Monday 12 October the Deutschland Halle was signed 
for (some CES, that!) and the setting up started. The first requirement 
was for the installation of some 36 telephone extensions. Planning for 
this was undertaken by Cpl Rob Howells and LCpl Steve Franklin and 
all the major cable routes were completed in time-just! 

Meanwhile, the lighting crew, led by SSgt (YofS) Les Whittle and 
Sgt Cazzie Cosgrove were discovering the sensations of vertigo 200ft 
above the arena floor. The lighting crew were later supplemented by 
a party of. the Corps Lighting Troop, otherwise known as 'the 
smartest men in NATO'. In all, a total of 56 Squadron personnel were 
employed on the Tattoo. 

The_ opening night, in the presence of HM The Queen was judged 
a roan_ng succ~s. A; further seven shows followed. This again was a 
little different, 1t being the last performance of the Last Tattoo with 
Roger Whittaker singing the Last Farewell followed by a bugler 
Sounding Last Post. 

EXERCISE ROMAN SAPPER 
Under the guise of providing Rear Link HF communications for Ex 

Roman Sapper, Cpl Dave Ruane and Sig Daz Field joined 38 (Berlin) 
Fd Sqn RE on their way to Italy. Sig 'Em' Emblin was lucky to stay 
in Stadium Barracks to establish a base station. 

Meanwhile the two operators travelled from Cremona to Monte 
Cassino and Rome with only a VRC 321. PRC 320, a sloping vee and 
a pair of shorts. Life's hell. 

BATUS 
LCpl Daz Bailey returned early from BATUS where he's been 

employed as an operator in the Safety and Movements section. 
W?rking with the Battle g!oup and Safety Staff Movement Nets LCpl 
Balley was the man behmd the scenes organising route clearance. 
During a wee.ks R & R he did a whistle stop tour through Montana, 
Idaho, Washington, Alberta and the Rockies. 

Meanwhile Sig Lyn Sheridan continues to stay on in Canada 
replacing the radio fits in the vehicles-Only another 200 to go! 
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242 Sig Sqn 
Edinburgh 

Sqn Comd Maj G. A. Carmichael 
2IC/Tfc Offr Maj P. J. McLoughlin 
SSM W02 (SSM) S. J. Holden, SWS Tp Comd Capt R. P. Grist, 
Comms Tp Comd 2Lt G. A. Murray AGC (SPS), SQMS Mr D. Dunn, 
FofS SSgt (FofS) W. Simpson, Chief Clerk Mrs J. Livingstone. 

Maj George Carmichael has taken over the reins from Maj David 
Anthonisz, who has left the Squadron on retirement. Other changes 
in the Squadron HeadquarLers see W02 (SSM) Stan Holden replace 
W02 (SSM) Taff Eynon who has moved on to 11 Sig Regt on 
promotion, Capt Pete Grist has arrived to move into the TOT /S03 
Comms double hatted role, in place of Capt Peter Johnson. Capt 
Wendy Allen AGC (SPS) left the Squadron for greater thing and has 
been replaced by 2Lt Gillian Murray AGC (SPS). 

SQUADRON MILITARY TRAINING CAMP 
The Squadron fulfils its military training requirement by holding a 

camp over the September-October period each year. This year the 
location was Otterburn. Many unhappy faces left Edinburgh having 
heard terrible stories and (planted!) ideas of how the camp was to be 
run. Soldiers were advancing ingenious ideas in order to have a valid 
excuse for not going. In the event, some 50 members out of a total 
Squadron strength of 65 attended, including members from the 
outstations at Benbecula and Balado Bridge. 

The first two days of the camp consisted of NBC, First Aid, 
Weapons and briefings on current affairs and security. A range day 
held at Ponteland Ranges , North of Newcastle, allowed everyone to 
pass their personal weapons test pl~s an OPJ?Ortunity to fi_re an 
alternate weapon, pistol or 5.56mm rifle. The fmal da~s culmini1:ted 
in a 48 hour field exercise where all the theory was put mto practical 
scenarios. Memorable highlights must be the sight of Cpl Helen 
McAslan walking up the final hill, loaded with a bergen, hair 
bedraggled, dragging her rifle behind her, Sig Jo Tumelty gave. lOOOJo 
throughout and, never having heard of formal orders previously, 
proceeded to brief her section through a very good set of orders. ~Cpl 
'Mac' Gardiner brought back a war wound when he suffered a mmor 
head injury and the Squadron Commander came for one day and 
stayed for two weeks. Many thanks to all the Camp DS for their hard 
work, patience and ability to keep a smile on their faces. 

SWS TROOP 
Tp Comd Capt Grist 
FofS SSgt (FofS) Bill Simpson 
Tp Sgt Sgt Ron Thomson, Tech Sgt Sgt John Findlay. 

DEPARTURES 
SSgt Ian Ingham and Sgt Ron Thomson to civvy street, Sig Calum 

Smith to 259 Sig Sqn. 

ARRIVALS 
Hello and welcome to Sgt Al Rutherford and family, Sgt Tony 

Taylor from 259 Sig Sqn, Sgt Bob Witherstone also from Cyprus, 
LCpl 'Scouse' Bradley and family, again from Cyprus. 

COMMCEN TROOP 
SNCO I/C SSgt Angie (Arnie) Holboro 

SQUADlWN MILITARY TRAINING CAMP 
report by LCpl Snellings, Sigs Sawyer, Stall wood , . , 

Base camp secure. Alpha section, ably led! by Cpl ~an Smiler 
Miles carried out an initial area recce. On the return tnp, even the 
strongest glasses worn by Sgt 'Milky Bar Kid' Beardmore failed to 
detect the outline of the sentry until they were on top of her. 

Next morning, led this time by Cpl Paul Grinnell, we sniffed out the 
resupply location only to be auacked by Lt Murray and her band. 
After a short fire fight, a prisoner taken (mentioning no names) and 
an in depth interrogation (lots of enthusiasm, little skill) it was 
revealed that Lt Murray had Japanese ancestry and could recite her 
number, rank and name in a Northern Japanese dialect. 
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EXCHANGE TROOP 
NCO I/C Cpl Helen McAslan 

MILITARY TRAINING CAMP 
by Sig Tumelty 

What can I say? Boggy, wet, cold, bleak, dark. Need I say more, 
an experience I'll never forget, neither will the DS. PT in the 
dark, the best thing about this was kick starting the lungs, then 
dodging the sheep muck. Breakfast was good. Weapons! Every time 
I use one I shake, I know what I'm doing (she says) NBC I hate. I 
enjoyed being out in the field, the ambush and attacks, getting rid of 
my aggression. Here comes the Sergeant Major. Smile for heavens 
sake, smile. All this to come, and then some, on my det. Co~ds. 
Major 'ignore me' Carmichael 'Mr pop up anytime anywhere', JUSt 
like the Martini advert. Lt 'Beastmaster' Murray and her 'one more 
comer' phrase. What I want to know is how many corners are there 
in a circle? 

HEBRIDES TROOP 
Formerly 632 Sig Tp, we are now known as Hebrides Tp, 242 Sig 

Sqn attached to the Royal Artillery Range Hebrides. 
Since our diary is constantly full we will only mention in this issue 

our charity barrow push in the Benbecula Marathon. Five members of 
the Troop; SSgt Iain Wylie, Sgts Tom McLaughlan, Rod Kenna, 
Chris Vandenkerkhof and Phil M.ackenzie took part in the Marathon, 
raising the magnificent sum of £316.12 for the SRSPCC. 

Although the Hebrides is world renowned for its 'spectacular' 
weather, the day was extremely pleasant and the team was ably 
supported by ' bike orderly' WOl (FofS) Alec Kennedy. 

The Benbecula 'Yompers' 
L to R: Sgt Phil Mackenzie, SSgt Ian Wylie, Sgts Rod Kenna, Chris 

Vanden Kerkhof and Tom Mclaughlan 

Presentation of the cheque 
L to R: Sgts Rod Kenna, Phil Mackenzie, SSgt Ian Wylie, Sgt Tom 
Mclaughlan, Mr James Morrison and W01 (FofSI Alec Kennedy 
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249 Sig Sqn (AMF(L)) 
Bulford Camp 

Sqn Comd Maj P. J . Oldfield 
21C Capt A. G. Hill 
QM Capt P. C. Bawden, SSM W02 (SSM) George, YofS W02 (YofS) 
Nixon, FofS W02 (FofS) Erskine, CC SSgt (ORSQMS) Warne. 

EXERCI E LION UN 
In July the Squadron deployed to the sunny island of Cyprus for 

five week for it' fir t experience of Ex Lion Sun. The exercise 
included our annual Battle Camp, but in a much more exotic location 
than normal! 

The exer i e was plit into four phases: The first phase dealt with 
our acclimatisation to the temperatures and humidity and involved 
early (0500 hrs) PT, followed by a light working day and sports from 
l 700 hrs, all of which helped to build up our stamina. We were also 
initiated into some of the local Cyprus nightlife. 

For the next three phases the Squadron was split down into three 
Platoon sized elements. These phases consisted of an attack module, 
a defence module and an adventurous training module centred 
around a beach camp. eedless to say the beach camp was the most 
popular! Each Platoon, after being issued with SA WES equipment 
rotated through the defence and attack modules at Paramarli village 
before graduating to the beach camp. With extremely harsh terrain 
each. module ~Yas very ~emanding and navigation over the Cyprus 
terrain, especially at mght, proved to be extremely difficult (the 
comment of 'map reading-nightmare! ' was heard on more than one 
occasion) . The use of the SAWES equipment also proved to be 
'imeresting'-once set off by a direct 'hit' some surprising new names 
for the equipment came to light. 

A four day patrol competition for individual sections took place 
before the beach camp. This covered 12 stands and culminated in a 
8km run with webbing, picking up bergans on the way and for the last 
l ,500m a sandbagged stretcher was added. An extremely fine 
performan~e by Cp~ P . C Culleton's section produced the winning 
team (despite the assmance of OCdt 'Job' Franklin from Birmingham 
UOTC). All three Platoons enjoyed the experience and were well led 
by: J Platoon-Platoon Comd Lt D. Duggan, Platoon Sgt Sgt 'Biddy' 
Baxter; 2 Platoon-Platoon Comd Lt R. Spencer Platoon Sgt Sgt 
'Ge.ordie' Laverick; 3 Platoon-Platoon Comd ILt Swenty US Army 
Platoon Sgt Sgt Pete Stowell. ' 
~ our military exercises now completed and the adventurous 

tramrng package over the Squadron was released for a few days well 
earned R & ~· Our thanks to the local inhabitants of Ayia Napa 
Paphos and L1massol for all their hospitality! The R & R culminated 
in a ~ports day against 259 Sig Sqn which we won by a narrow margin. 
We 1mpr0Yed our efforts for the third half and won convincingly! 
Lastly our thanks go to the RAF for the extra two days in Cyprus-at 
least you got us back in time for block leave. 

Sig Dutch Holland (2 Platoon) with the captured 1 Platoon colours 
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259 Sig Sqn 
BFPO 53 

. T~e Squadron has reorganised into HQ, Episkopi, Systems and 
A1rf1eld Tps. The re-emergence of Systems Tp will please all the old 
Radio Relay Techs and keeps all techs under one umbrella. 
~r Michael of ~he QM dept retires in November after 38 years 

service. Happy retirement. 

EXILES HOCKEY CLUB SEVEN-A-SIDE TOURNAMENT 
. Airfie.ld !P mixed hockey squad won the first honours of the season 
ID convmcmg style. The team worked tirelessly and played some 
styUsh hockey to maintain a clean sheet throughout the tournament. 
One g~8;1 was co~ceded-~ single effort during a penalty stroke 
cc;>mpet1t1~n to decide our first round game. Sig Tony Hind, making 
his debut ID goal, made two magnificent penalty stroke saves to see 
us through to the second round. 

De:;pite . starting two of our four games a goal behind due to 
hand1cappm~, goals ~owed throughout the day. The goalscorers 
were: ~pl Mick Gothendge--:-two, OC~t Ruth Pilkington- three, Cpl 
Taff Silver-four, one of which was a fme penalty corner strike to win 
a . tens~ final in extra time. Debbie Pinsent proudly collected the 
w1Dner s plaque from the Station Commander, Gp Capt Peter 
Johnson. 

The victorious Airfield Tp squad with their winner's plaque and 
medals 

CARTER CUP FOOTBALL 
Every year the ~~ferees Association hold the Carter Cup Floodlight 

Footb~ll Competition at RAF Akrotiri. This is open to both Major 
and Mmor umts from all over Cyprus. In the past 259 Sig Sqn have 
not ~een very successful, in fact in the past 12 years they have not 
survived beyond the first round . 

This. year we were drawn against the civvies who were third 
fa".o_untes to "'.in the ~ompetition b~t pl!iying like true underdogs and 
trailing 2-1 wtth 6 ~nutes to go Sig 'Tibbs ' Corbin stormed through 
to ~natch a late equalizer to take the game into extra time. It looked 
a~ 1f we wer~ on the way out, yet again, until Corbin again saved us 
with a stunn1Dg solo run with 4 minutes to go. 

So no~ it was penalties! First on the spot was SSgt Martin Bain who 
slotted his penalty home nicely. Next were Cpls Bob Maxted Andy 
Dutton and Sig '~ibbs' C:or~in all of whom managed to sco;e from 
the spot. ,Meanwh1le the c1vY1es were happily missing theirs and so we 
~nally w~nt through 7-5 after penalties. So the jinx of the past was 
fmally l~d to rest. We had actually reached the dizzy heights of the 
quarter flDals! 

1r:t the quarter final we were drawn against I Royal Irish Regt, 
a~alD , the underdogs and true to form we were a goal down after 16 
m1Dutes. We hel? on until half time thanks to some good keeping 
fro~ LCpl Al Mmton. In the second half it was all 259 Sig Sqn but 
we JUSt could not score. 

The final result was 1-0 to the Royal Irish Regt. 
!he League pr?mises to be a good chance to extend our progress 

this season and wnh the capable team of SSgts Martin Bain and Steve 
Dobson at the helm the Championship might be ours this year. 
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ALL ISLAND RUGBY SEVEN-A-SIDE 
On 12 September, a team was entered in the rugby seven-a-side held 

at Area 2 Dhekelia. Owing to injuries the side was a scratch team. 
With a pool of only eight people (not players) we played our first 
match against 62 Sqn RE which we lost 26-3. Out of the main 
competition and into the plate against the Newts (662 Sig Tp). a good 
win of 19- 14 after extra time, through to the quarter finals and 
another good win over Episkopi Four, 19- 14. During this last game, 
Cpl Will Hay broke a rib, so for the semi final came SSgt Mark 
Bonham from retirement, this time luck ran out and we were beaten 
17- 7 by Episkopi One. Scorers throughout the competition were Cpl 
Nell Hunt, Sigs 'Tibbs' Corbin and Paul Walker . 

EPISKOPI TROOP 
Tp Comd Capt C. S. J. Phillips 
FofS Ops Org W02 (FofS) S. A. Wilks 
FofS Systems SSgt (FofS) N. S. Johnson, Tp SSgt SSgt S. H. Dobson, 
Line Sgt Sgt J. D. Ryan. 

Most recent departures are Techs Sgt Dave Bradford and family, 
good luck in civvie street, Sgt Keith Carter on promotion to Staff 
Sergeant, congratulations, and Sgt Tony Taylor who has gone sheep 
farming in Scotland! On the Tele Mech front Sig Barry Carter and 
family depart to UK. Congratulations go to LCpl Bob Menzies on 
his recent promotion, good luck on the Class One Course. And 
finally, congratulations to Sgt Bob Maxted on his promotion and 
enjoy your Sergeants Course. 

Lots of new boys to welcome. SSgt (FofS) Nigel Johnson from 8 Sig 
Regt. Sgts Mark Lawrence and Mark Geere and families and Sgt Bob 
Lond who was already on the Island. 

We seem to have been singled out as a finishing school and to date 
have received three telemechs with the promise of more to come, these 
are Sigs Alf Mangers, Bob 'Swordfish' Weldon and Stu 'Stewpot' 
Steel. Welcome also to Sig Smudge Smith and family, have a good 
tour. 

VISIT OF 81 SIGNAL SQUADRON (V) 
The annual visit of 81 Sig Sqn (V) this year included a large project 

to be undertaken in Episkopi, the re-cabling of Happy Valley. 
This entailed laying two 100 pr cables from Buckingham Test Point 

to the Valley using both ducted and overhead routes. 
The Project required a large amount of manpower which could not 

be provided at the time by Episkopi Tp. As most of 81 Sig Sqn (V) 
personnel work for British Telecom no training on line plant 
techniques was necessary and their expertise was put to good use. SSgt 
Steve Pickering managed the project with Sgts Dave Ryan and Bob 
Maxted of Episkopi Tp. 

During their stay the Squadron had a visit from the Commander 
British Forces, Air Vice Marshal A. F. C. Hunter CBE, AFC. The 
CBF visited 81 Sqn (V) whilst they were erecting telegraph poles and 
was very impressed with its high standards, professionalism and 
enthusiasm. Special mention should be given for the non-stop jokes 
and humour from LCpl Aiden Mason . 

Older members of the Corps may remember SSgt Norrie Carse who 
was part of the TA party, he is an ex-regular and was part of Episkopi 
Tp in the early l970's. Sadly he now leaves 81 Sqn (V) but we hear 
that his next holiday is planned for Cyprus to co-incide with 81 Sqn's 
visit next year. 

81 Sig Sqn put in a great deal of effort during their stay and broke 
the back of the Happy Valley project completing all the duct laying 
and pole erection. We hope to see you all next year. 

81 Sig Sqn (V), SSgt Norrie Carse propping up the pole 
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55 Sig Sqn (V) 
Liverpool 

THE GARY GROVE MEMORIAL TROPHY 
A memorial trophy in memory of the late W02 (Fof ) Gary Grove 

is to be presented annually to the best detachment in the Squadron. 
Gary, a Yery popular member of the Squadron died in Belgium on 14 
September 1991 whilst serving with Signal Group SHAPE. Hi 
untimely death is much regretted by all members of the Squadron who 
knew him . 

Cpl Mick Melia, Detachment Commander, Cpl Steve Lunberg, igs 
Tony Davitt and Alan Scott ha Ye won the trophy for the first time this 
year. In addition, each received a cut glass goblet engraved with their 
names. 

Gary's parents were invited to make the first presentations. They 
were welcomed to the Squadron by the acting Sqn Comd Capt Alan 
Dudley and met many of Gary's friends during their visit. 

Beryl and Joseph Grove pictured with PSI Sgt Mervin Wright, 
Capt Alan Dudley and SSM John Lloyd (right) 

Front Row: The best detachment for 1992 and winners of the 
Gary Grove Memorial Trophy 

Det Comd Cpl Mick Melia with the Gary Grove Memorial Trophy 
and his winners cut glass goblet 
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56 Sig Sqn ( ') 
Eastbourne 

qn Comd Maj Mike Gilyeat 
21 Capt Sandra Wilkosz 
P AO Capt Ian Murray, Ops Offr Capt Mike Stewart, Radio Tp 
Comd 2Lt Jacki Blake, Recruit Tp Comd 2Lt Karen Evans, Ops/Trg 
P I gt Ian Flooks, SQMS gt (SQMS) Alan Cunningham, Radio 
Tp P I gt Jim Paine. 

DEPLOYMENT TO BELIZE 
s reported in the last is ue 11 lucky members of the Squadron 

deployed to Belize for two weeks in August to provide BF Radio 
Communicaiions for the umpires on the bi-annual force FTX. The 
following i a brief account o f 1he two weeks spent in Belize by Cpl 
Ton} Potter (56 Sig Sqn Jungle Tp). 

On Wednesday 19 Augu t we boarded an RAF VCIO for an 8 hour 
flight lO Dulles Airpon in Washington. The time fl ying was spent 
nervou ly chatting about what we had let ourselves in for. After a 
brief stop-over in Washington, it was back on the plane fo r another 
four hour flight 10 Belize. 

The first thing that was noticeable was the stifling heat. 12 hours 
after leaving home we were in temperatures o f up to 30°C . Sig 'Harry' 
Harris immediately contemplated topping up his tan . We travelled the 
short distance to Airport camp which had been built on a 'nearly 
reclaimed' swamp. Despite an odour problem, it is reasonably well 
equipped . 

We drew all the kit needed to survive our two weeks in camp and 
the jungle, tropical combat suits, floppy hats, hammocks, mosquito 
net and pon hos. 

On Saturday the first of the Troops deployed into the jungle. LCpl 
Andy Harding, Cpl Gary Shorter, Sigs Gary Crick and Stephen 
Hatton deployed on Sunday having spent the Saturday on one of the 
nearby islands taking in the sun 'acclimatising' . 

After driving along non-existent tracks for three hours we arrived 
at the lagoon where we were met by members of a Commando 
Engineer Unit who took us to our various locations in 'rigid raiders' . 
After a short trip we were dispatched from the boats into the lagoon 
to make our way to the bank . 

This was it, the real thing, the jungle. 
Once .es~blished the patrolling, route marking, tabbing and 

commumcatJons started, so did the experiences that all will remember. 
During a move of locations through the jungle, LCpl 'Scouse' 

Nealey encountered one of the indigenous baboon population. The 
baboon screeched and grunted. Scouse believed King Kong and his 
elder brother were after him. The frightened state of Scouse was a 
great morale booster for all around . The laughter in turn frightening 
the baboon. The following day Cpl Tony 'Rover' Potter so called 
because the Officer. he signalled for to?k him walkabout t~ice a day, 
whether he needed It or not, watched m shock as a tarantula the size 
of.a glove decided to leave the shelter of his bergen and see what was 
gomg on. Thankfully this was quickly despatched by a Belizian 
Defence F?rce Sergeant. In the meantime Cpl Martin Cooper and Sig 
~rt Bu~gham stumbled across a marijuana packing station in the 
Jungle, this was duly reported and dealt with by the drug enforcement 
agency. 

Back at ex~rci.se contr?I, Cpl Stuart Douglas and Sig Tracey Reed 
were both enJO}'.lng relative C<?mfort and managed to convince pilots 
?f the Puma helicopters that ndes would be in order. Sig Tracey Reed 
1s reported to have said, whilst taking a break from screaming ' it was 
better than being at the funfair' . ' 
. The exercise r?lled ?n to its climax in .a large scale battle in a village 
m Nonhern Belize, with the locals helpmg and hindering as they saw 
fit but enjoying every minute of it. 

The battle ~on, the exercise concluded after eight days of hard 
work. It was time to return to camp. Everyone with their own stories 
to tell . LCpl Andy Harding is in fact still telling his along with his 10 
colleagues. 

The exercise finished, it was now time for our well earned two days 
R & R. We all chose to visit a small town called San Pedro on the 
Ambergris Cay-an island off Belize. Here we relaxed and recalled 
'!Ur time in.the jungle, experienced the local hospitality and still found 
time to dive on the Barrier Reef. Without exception everyone 
ma~elled at the clear blue waters and abundance of marine life. 

Time had run out-two weeks passed and time to return home. 
Alth?ugh plea~ed to be home, with bearable temperatures, no 

mosqmtoes or spiders, all are grateful for an experience they won't 
f~rget and are taking t!-lrns approaching the Officer Commanding 
with requests to be considered for any further attachments to Belize. 
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RECRUIT ELECTION 
On the weekend of 22-23 August the Squadron conducted a recruit 

, election weekend attended by seven budding hopefuls . Based on a 
well tried programme the recruits were put through their paces under 
the new management of: 2Lt Karen Evans, Sgt 'Rolly' Godden Tim 
Oda~. and LC.pl_ Dave Rains!ey. Instruction covered all those a;pects 
of military trammg the recruits would require for their official course 
at Catterick, with the added bonus of subsequently being able to 
watch a video replay of their performance on completion of the 
weekend . 

Successful rec ruits wit h t he ir instruct ors 
Back Row (l to R): Sgt Kevin Godden , LCpl Dave Rainsley and Sgt 

Tim Odam 
Front Row (l to RJ: Alison Taylor, Brian Ste pney, Julie Down, 

Brian Joynson, Lisa Coburn and Shaun James 

VISIT OF MAYOR OF EASTBOURNE 
On Saturday, 5 September the Mayor of Eastbourne Councillor 

Maurice Skilton, and his Chief Executive, Dr Michael Bl~nch , visited 
the Squadron undergoing training at the TA Centre. 

The aim of the visit was to familiarise the Mayor with the 
Squadron , its role and organisation, demonstrating what it has to 
offer both the community and individual members. It was the first 
visit the Squadron, the only TA Unit in Eastbourne, has had from the 
Borough for some years. 

The Mayor was greeted by a six man Guard of Honour. After a 
detailed brief on the history, current and future organisation of the 
Sq~adron t~~ Mayor and his C~ef Executive saw various aspects of 
military tra.mmg and they were given the opportunity to fire the Unit's 
weapons. ~nd to c:iperate t~e Squadron's communications equipment. 

The v1s1t culmmated wnh a small social during which the Mayor 
presented the Gulf medal to W02 'Om' Chettri the Territorial 
Efficiency medal to LCpl Roy Bray and trophies to the winning team 
in the Military Skills Competition. Additionally there was an exchange 
of plaques between the Mayor and the Sqn Comd. 

After the medal presentation 
L to R: Mayor of Eastbourne, W0 2 'Om' Chettri, LCpl Roy Bray 

and Maj Mike Gilyeat 
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662 Sig Tp 
BFPO 58 

Tp Comd Capt Les Rix 
AO Capt Kim Wardner AGC(SPS) 
SSM W0 2 (SSM) D. G. lkin, Maint Section Comd SSgt (FofS) M. 
Edwards, Comms Section Comd W02 (YofS) S. A. McElreavey, 
Station Comd FSS Cape Greco SSgt N. Varley, SQMS SSgt (SQMS) 
J . Black , Chief Clerk Sgt S. D. Gorman. 

HELLO AND GOODBYE 
Sad farewells have been said since August to Sgt Jim Newell, Nicola 

and family off to 2 Sig Regt, Sgt Bob Wymer and Julia bound for 
School of Signals, Cpl J ackie Berry now enjoying Cyprus as 'wife of' 
and last but, by no means least, Sgt 'Big Bad Bob'. Robin Witherstone 
posted to 242 Sig Sqn Edinburgh- Rose Street will never be the same 
again . Our very best wishes go with all those who have left us. 

Warm (well it is still 28 degrees C here) welcomes are extended to 
the new members of the Troop, Sgt 'Jonah' Jones, Beverley and 
family, LCpl Paul Giles and Louise, Cpl John Bedborough and LCpl 
' Nobby' Clarke. . . 

Before closing this instalment of Hellos, congratulations to SSgt 1 
Tatman and wife Jackie on the recent (if a little overdue!) birth of 
Frances Louise. 

TROOP TRY DIVE 
Due to the warmer climate in Cyprus and the clear blue 

Mediterranean Sea sub-aqua is a very popular sport. A Try Dive was 
organised which provided an opportunity to experience diving in 
shallow sheltered water. 

It consisted of a dive leader taking the beginner into 3m of water 
for approximately 10 minutes. If he felt confident he was introduced 
to a number of drills which he could attempt. 

A total of 26 Troop members attempted the Try Dive and the vast 
majority thoroughly enjoyed it; a good afternoon was had by 
everyone. 

The Try Dive 
SSgt (SQMS) John Black about to take the plunge 
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Rear (l) : SSgt Nige Varley being assisted with his cylinder 
Front (RJ: LCpl Rick Powell RPC trying to work out whether to 

blow or to suck? 
Centre (R): Capt Les Rix adopting the 'I didn't have any of these 

problems on my diving course ' pose 

DHEKELIA ONE MILE SWIM 
At 7 o 'clock on the morning of Friday, 28 August almost 300 

intrepid participants braved the freezing cold waters of the Med to 
take part in the annual Dhekelia One Mile Swim. . 

The Troop had a total of five swimmers taking part m the event, 
these were SSgt Ed Edwards, Sgt 'Bolshie' Bradley, LCpl 'Barley' 
Barlow (who also made up the Troop's entry in the team race) , W0 2 
Ike non and last but by no means least LCpl 'Hayho' Har hurst. . 

The T roop team took 3rd place with 'Brad' B.radley commg 4th m 
the overall competition with a time of 27 mms and 4~ secs. ~ 
Edwards 25th in 34 mins 23 secs and 'Barly' Barlow 28th m 34 mms 
36 secs. . 

A good day, the most enjoyable time being the apres swim m the 
Bitsa Bar afterwards. 

FSS CAPE GRECO . 
The major social event of the year, namely, the station barbecue 

passed off without a hitch and the ,wet wea~her pr_ogramme ~as not 
required. Our thanks go to Sgt Al contacts Martm for keeping the 
costs down. A good time was had by all . . 

The only change in personalities has been the_ arn~al of Sgt Ia.n 
Tucker and his family who have replaced Sgt Ke.1th 1:tllman and his 
family. Keith leaves us for civvy street and we wish ~1m all .the ~est. 

On the sporting front Sgt Ronnie Bates has been 1 mposs1ble,smc~ 
winning the golf monthly medal, he now.coac?es t~e gam.e. Sgt Doc 
Docherty is now back on the tracks with his onen~eenng aft~r an 
injiiry during training; he would like to thank all his .sympathisers. 
SSgt Nige Varley had a marvello~s cricket season and will treasure the 
team's only victory for a long time! . 

On the dog section front we welcome LCpl Derek John and_ his 
family and wish them all the best for a happy and long tour , especially 
the long. 
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Cambridge University OTC 

FROM Cl ILIA Lin. TO GAINING A REGULAR 
COMMI ION 
b) 2Lt Inga Rlcks 
'MY TIME WITH CAMBRIDGE UOTC' 

I spent most of my first year at Cambridge University completely 
unaware that the OTC existed! Luckily a friend of mine who was in 
the Royal Artillery Wing persuaded me to join, and so at the start of 
my econd year. in 1988, I went along to the OTC Open Day. All the 
different Wing had displays and were trying their be t to recruit but 
it wa the Royal Signal Wing that impres ed me the most. 

Before I could become a signaller, I spent a term in the Recruit 
Wing, preparing for my MTQI exams. The term ended with a week 
at Bodney Camp in Stanford Training Area, where I gained my MTQI 
certificate. Thi was the colde t, wettest and worst week I have ever 
spent with the OTC! My military experience was very limited and my 
first O\'ernight exercise came as a bit of a shock but it didn ' t put me 
off! 

ext term I started my 'Special to Arm' training with the Signals 
Wing. The equipment we had was basic, but I learnt a lot in eight 
weeks and thoroughly enjoyed the two weekend exercises. The term 
ended with the annual Springex, when I spent three days helping to 
run the Battlegroup Headquarters. It was hard work, but fun, 
especially since we (mistakenly) got attacked more times by the enemy 
than the Infantry Wing! 

'2Lt Inga Ricks hard at work in the OTC BHQ' 

Ten days of the Easter holidays were spent skiing in Aviemore with 
29 other OTC members. I had never skiied before and so it was a bit 
disappointing when all the snow melted after three days! 

Training calmed down during the summer term because of exams, 
so the next things was Summer Camp. I spent three days on Salisbury 
Plain with the Infantry Wing, before we joined the rest of the OTC 
at Knook Camp. The two weeks that followed were great fun. With 
the weather being so unpredictable I saw two of my friends become 
unconscious-one from heat exhaustion and the other from 
hypothermia! 

The summer holidays gave me the opportunity to spend two weeks 
in Blandford on the the UOTC course. There was a Troop 
Commander's course there at the same time, and so we not only learnt 
a lot about signals, but also had a good time socially. 

During my second year at OTC I continued my signals and infantry 
training and did all the standard things such as passing my MTQ2 
exams and my District Assessment Board. This enabled me to attend 
a TA commissioning course at Sandhurst, if I wanted to. 

Our Summer Camp was spent with 21 Sig Regt at RAF 
Wildenwrath in BAOR. During our time there we went hillwalking, 
waterskiing, swimming and general ly played a lot of sport! The 
highlight of the camp was going on a Mineval exercise for four days 
and seeing the Harrier Jump Jets in action. We finished the camp with 
a barbecue during which I got presented with a bottle of champagne 
for being the most alert sentry of the exercise-I let three Challenger 
Tanks go past me! 

After camp I had five days rest before going to RMAS for my 
WRAC TA course. A hectic two weeks followed, which ended with 
our Passing Out Parade on the hottest day since 1911. I was very 
proud to get a Commission and it was then that I started to think 
about a career with the Royal Corps of Signals . 

By now I had finished my degree but I stayed at University to do a 
teacher training course. This meant another year with the OTC 
although I found that I could not do as much because my terms were 
much longer. After teacher training I got a job teaching chemistry. I 
stayed with the OTC for another year because I could not meet the 
minimum commitments required in a normal TA unit. 

During my year of teaching I decided that I did want to join the 
Army and so I attended an RCB briefing at Blandford. I passed and 
applied to go to Westbury as soon as possible. I finally got there in 
September and passed my RCB, so now I'll be going back to 
Sandhurst in January 1993! I'll be leaving the OTC at last which is 
sad, since I've got a lot of good memories from my time at 
Cambridge. However I'm looking forward to joining the Royal Corps 
of Signals eventually, and creating some more! 

YOUR SUBSCRIPTION RATE 
Many of you renew your subscription by making a payment each year by cheque or postal order. If you are one of these, will 
you please return the counterfoil below, with your payment by I December 1992. We have to define our printing commitment 
for the February issue by this date and your co-operation in meeting this request will be most helpful. If you pay by Bankers Order 
please inform your bank of the current subscription rate. 

The Accountant, Royal Signals Association, RHQ Royal Signals, 56 Regency Street, LONDON SWIP 4AD 

I wish to receive 'The Wire' in 1993 and enclose my subscription of £7.80. 

I am an existing subscriber* I am a new subscriber* 

I wish to pay my subscription by 'Bankers Order' . Please forward a 'Standing Order' form to me* 

Date ......... .... ................ . ......... . ......... Signature ..... ........... .. ........................... ... . 

Name in block letters .. ................................... . ...... .' ............................................... . 

Address in block letters ......... . ........................................ . . .. ......... .. ..... . . . ................. . 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Post Code .... ... ......... ... ... ........... ................. . 

* Delete as appropriate. 

Cheques/Postal Orders payable to 'Royal Signals Association Benevolent Fund' 

Please notify any change of address immediately. 

THIS DOES NOT APPLY TO RETIRED OFFICERS WHO PAY THE ANNUAL FLAT RATE 
SUBSCRIPTION TO CORPS FUNDS. 
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THE ROYAL SIGNALS YACHT CLUB 
Admiral Maj Gen P. D. AleXllnder CB MBE 
Commodore Cof P. J. Pritchard 
Vice Commodore Col R. A. Wright 

Rear Commodores: Offshore, Maj B. H. Rowe; Dinghies, Lt Col M. J. P. Collins; 
Windsurfing, Lt Col C. D. McK Kemp; BAOR, Lt Col N. K. P. Hope MBE. 

CONTACTS 
Yachtmasters: UK: Capt J. F. Calvert Blandford Mil 2459 

BAOR: Capt A. P. Bristow, Verden Mil 302 
Cyprus: Maj R. C. T. Cuthbert, Ayios Nikolaos 7466 

Secretaries: General: Maj J. P . McD Coulthard, Tidworlh Mil 2320 
Dinghy Racing UK: Capt G. Odling, Blandford Mil 239.8 
Dinghy Racing BAOR: Capt G. R. Norton, Herford Mil 2349 
UK Windsurfing: Maj D. J. Gilchrist, Tidworth Mil 232212403 
BAOR Windsurfing: Maj W. N. White, Celle Mil 273/ 300 
Retired Members Representative: Lt Col (Retd) A. W. Cudlip, Worthy Down Mil 2361 

ARMY SAILING ASSOCIATION REGATIA (A.S.A.R.) AND 
SERVICES OFFSHORE RACE 

The Corps were again well represented at the ASA Regatta and 
unlike last year we entered the Dolphin Tropy with Pet<fSU,S (Col 
Roper) and Nerita (Maj Rowe/ Cpl Kendal/Royal School of Signals) . 
Skywave was entered by 2 Sig Regt (Cpl Baxter). For a number of 
reasons (not repeatable here) none of these three carried away the 
trophies. The great success story however was ~apt M. S. Casile
Smith who entered Anomally, the smallest boat m the Regatta and 
came away with the trophy for second place in Divisio~ 2 and The 
Cruiser Division Hors-Concours. Next year we are hopmg for great 
things, so all you racing sailors out there please contact the Re~r 
Commodore Offshore and we will have a real go at the Dolphm 
Trophy . . 

Of our four boats in the ASA only one, Petasus, with C:ol W. R.oper 
skippering was able to stay on for the SOR where they gamed a highly 
commendable 14th place in their class, beating a number of boats who 
were more favourably handicapped. 

ROYAL SIGNALS UNITED KINGDOM OFFSHORE REGATIA 
The United Kingdom Regatta was held in August after a break of 

some years. Four Units entered teams and it was g?od to se~ ~o many 
young sailors taking part. The . Rega~t~ was held m t.he spmt of the 
Joint Services Adventurous Sall Trammg Centre which ~eant hard 
sailing and little time for rest. There were seven races held m the area 
between Gosport and Weymouth, with no discards allowed: The 
competition was fierce but in the end The Royal School of Signals 
came out clear winners. The results were: 

!st Royal School of Signals Capt Calvert 
2nd 2 Sig Regt Cpl Baxter 
3rd 8 Sig Regt Sgt Collins 
4th 30 Sig Regt W02 (SSM) Robinson 

The Regatta is to be held again in 1993. Seven boats have been 
booked in the hope that the two new ~ajo~ Units .w.ho have moved 
from BAOR or a TA Unit or minor Umt will be w~lhng. ~o chall~nge 
for the Trophy. The dates are 20-26 Septembe;. Umt Sailing ~fflcers 
are advised to book their boats now as they will be allocated m order 
of application. 

WINDSURFING 
BAOR CORPS CHAMPIONSHIPS 

Postponed from May due to no wind the contrast on 1/2 Septem~er 
at the Dummersee was exhilarating, indeed almost to_o much wmd 
threatened the event being abandoned! The force 5/ 6 wmds presented 
very challenging conditions for all of the six races and gettmg ro_und 
the course to complete was too much for many of the 18 sailors 
competing! The detailed results were: 

INDIVIDUAL 
7.5m Open 
I st Sgt Raine 3 Armd Div HQ & Sig Regt 3.75 pts 

6.0m Novice 
!st Sgt Henderson 14 Sig Regt (EW) 41.75 

TEAM 
Major Unit 
!st 28 Sig Regt 2nd 22 Sig Regt 

Minor Unit 
!st 237 Sig Sqn (EW) 

CORPS-WIDE CHAMPIONSHIPS . 
This event was held as usual at Browndown near Gosport, with an 
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encouraging improvement in the . numbers . attending, some 33 
individuals with eight· teams contestmg the. Umt ~vent. 

The wind, whilst not as strong as that en3oyed m the BAOR e".'e.nt, 
was nevertheless adequate and in the early part of the competition 
pro~ided good c~nditions for the novices to gain confidence. 

Farewells to several Corps Windsurfing 'stalwarts' were celebrated 
during and at the end of events! Notably W.01 Joh.n ~old (recently 
BAOR Sec) who was sailing for 8 Sig Regt pnor to his dis~carge from 
the service. Also W02 Ian Gillett from the same Unit who h~ 
featured regularly in the sport and in particular has furthered 8 Sig 
Regt' s efforts. 

INDIVIDUAL 
Lightweight Open (UK) 4.5 pts 
!st Sgt Dave Maw Comms & Sy Gp 

Lightweight Novice 
Isl Sgt Tim Barker I Inf Bde HQ & Sig Sqn 4.5 pts 

Heavyweight Open 
1st Cpl Steven Pettifer 225 Sig Sqn 6.75 pts 

Heavyweight Novice . 
!st Capt Paul Cross Royal School of Signals 4.5 pts 

Additionally the following awards were made: 
Overall Corps Champion Sgt Dave Maw 
Best Lady Lt Andrea Shannan 
Best Veteran Maj Dave Gilchrist 

It was encouraging to see three ladies competing this Yc:ar, ~hereby 
enabling the Best Lady trophy to be awarded for. the firs~ ume m three 
years. Regrettably inadequate .Guest ~nd Juruor enrnes prevented 
these awards being made on this occasion. 

UNIT TEAM 
Major Unit 
Jst 8 Sig Regt 19.25 pts 2nd Royal School of Signals 57 pts 

Minor Unit 6 
1st 1 Inf Bde HQ & Sig Sqn 34.25 pts 2nd AAColl Harrogate S pls 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING AND DINNER 
The Club's AGM and Annual Dinner "".'ere held at. Blandford on 6 

November. An enthusiastic crowd of servmg and retired members.of 
the Club assembled at the Crown H?tel, where compr~hens1ve 
accounts of the Season's activities were g1v~n by the Flag Officers. In 
addition to the Admiral and Flag Officers, 1t was good to e~ three of 
the Club's Honorary Rear Commodores present-Lt ~ol Enc Gl~ver, 
Brig Jimmy Blake and Col Bill Roper-toget~er with their w1"'.es. 
Other members had sent apologies and good wishes on the occas10.n 
of the dinner and it was partjcularly good to hear fr~m Col E~c 
Bardell in Cyprus, Maj Gen John Alexander whose epic voya~e. m 
Bonny Lass has now reached Gibraltar, and from our remammg 
Honorary Rear Commodore, Brig Pat Webb. 

The Club's awards for 1992 have been made ~s follows: 
The Mektila Cup - Capt D. Elhs 
The Admiral's Bowl - Cpl C. Mudie 
The Bolitho Prize - Maj J. Gryspeerdt 
The Shaw Cup - W02 (YofS) Jan:i . 

For the next issue of The Wire, the RYSC pages will contain: 
• the 1993 calendar of Club dates. . . . . . 
• an account of Capt David Ellis' act1"'.1t1e with h1 J24 and crew 

in the World Championships at Annapolis, M~yland m N?".'em~er 
1992. Very few mall clubs uch as RSYC can claim .u~h paruc1pauo_n 
at World Level, and to achieve 2nd place i h.e Bnt!sh Team of six 
is a remarkable achievement. The full story will be m the February 
Wire. 
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GOLF 
DAT 
Date 

OF CORP MATCHES 1993 
Opponents 

5 May 
15 May 
27 May 
9 June 

16 June 
29 June (TBC) 

2 July 
30 July 
6 Aug 

27 Aug 
6 Sept 

10 Sept 
13 Sept 

AGC (SPS) 
RE 
HMS Mercury 
Staff College 
RMAS 
RAF Comms 
RCT 
RA 
REME 
RAMC/RADC 
Infantry 
RAOC 
Ironsides 

Dates of other fixtures 
28/29 April RSGS Spring meeting 
20/21 May Inter Corps (AGA) 
10/11 June Inter Corps (AOGS) 
15/16 Sept RSGS Autumn meeting 

'enue 
Tyrrels Wood 
Catterick 
Isle of Purbeck 
Wentworth 
Aldershot 
Hen low 
Catterick 
Berkshire 
Blackmoor 
Farnham 
Catterick 
Fulford 
Woking 

Catterick 
Royal Lytham St Annes 
Muirfield 
Catterick 

Availability proformae for the above matches will be sent out to all 
registered members of the Royal Signals Golfing Society in January 
1993. All membership enquiries should be directed to Hon. Sec. 
Capt L. Yates, 93 {East Lancashire) Sig Sqn (V), The Barracks, 
Canterbury Street, Blackburn, Lanes BB2 2HS. Telephone: ATN 754 
8029, PSTN: 0254 262444, Fax: 754 8053 . 

RUGBY 

ARMY CUP RUGBY SECOND ROUND 
A FAMOUS VICTORY 
2 Sig Regt 15-RRW9 

We all knew this year's Army Cup second round would be a hard 
fought battle, and that it was. The squad were brimming with 
confidence having beaten the KOSB 82-0 in Blackpool the previous 
week. 

The RR W squad had recently returned from Hong Kong but their 
past performance and reputation had earned them the privilege of 
being seeded in the draw. 

2 Sig Regt kicked off and immediately forced the RRW towards 
their own Line. For the first 15 minutes of the game the 2 Sig Regt 
immense pack weere piling on the pressure, 2Lt Pete Drew and Cpl 
Pete Curtis showing how a powerful and well drilled pack can relieve 
the opposition of all possession. After a couple of unsuccessful 
penalty attempts the game continued with hard tackling, fast running 
efforts from end lo end, with no obvious victor showing through. 

2 Sig Regt were the first to break the deadlock with Cpl 'Cass' 
Cassidy bursting through from scrum-half. Towards the end of the first 
half 2 Sig Regt gave away a couple of penalties from which they paid 
dearly and the RRW went into the second half 6-5 in the lead. 

The second half started as had the first: 2 Sig Regt drove the RRW 
towards their own line. Somewhat against the run of play the RR W 
made 2 Sig Regt pay for giving yet another penalty away and surged 
into the lead 9-5. 

It wasn't until the last 20 minutes that 2 Sig Regt gained their second 
try with Cpl Pete Curtis finishing off a great pushover try by the 2 Sig 
Regt pack. Both teams were now tiring and gradually the fitness and 
tr ining paid off, and after a good spell of running by the 2 Sig Regt 
backs. LCpl Kevin Bowling slid through for the final score of the 
match. 

A splendid result for the Regiment, then, earned in front of a 
supportive audience. We hope to go a lot further this season. 

LCpl Derek Dixon, Sig Jason Layer, 2Lt Peter Drew, W02 Stephen 
Carywould, SSgts Thomas Davies, Ericson Atkins, LCpl Christopher 
Gerry, Cpls Peter Curris, Gary Cassidy, LCpl Kevin Bowling, Cpl 
Carl Richardson, SSgt Walter Bacon, Lt Stuart Killespie, LCpl Vince 
Key, WOl Kenneth Woodford, Sgt Gordon Paton and Lt Tim Allen. 
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SHOOTING 
CORPS SHOOTING 1992 
A report by the Secretary 

CORPS SKILL-AT-ARMS MEETING 
The Corps Skill-at-Arms meeting took place at Bulford from 14-19 

June. Four major and eight minor units entered. The week went 
smoothly under the eagle eye of Capt Pete Doherty, the chief admin 
'walla'. He, and his merry band from 30 Sig Regt ensured that a good 
week's hooting was had by all. 

QG Signals dominated the major units competition once again . Lt 
Krishna Gurung of QG Signals was, however, extremely sporting and 
played Lt Tim Smith as the officer and allowed some of his B shots 
in training to take the place of the stalwarts. This young line-up was 
still formidable but not quite good enough to stop Lt Goblnda's 30 Sig 
Regt te.am from winning the Section Match and Team Snap. QG 
Signals took all the other major unit prizes including the Falling 
Plates. As Falling Plates champions they shot off against the Gunners 
for the traditional crate of beer and won. 22 Sig Regt put up a good 
performance with their SLRs. 21 Sig Regl put up a credible 
performance with their newly issued SA80s with Capt Guy Bewsher 
doing well enough to secure an individual place at Bisley . 

The minor unit competition was much more evenly balanced with 
the prizes being spread; 19 Inf Bde HQ and Sig Sqn took the Roupe] 
and Association, 662 Sig Tp took the Whitehead and Fire Team 
Match, 206 Sig Sqn took the Team Snap and LMG Maleh and 8 Inf 
Bde HQ and Sig Sqn took the Whittaker. Overall champions were 662 
Sig Tp who were capably led by W02 (YofS) Rogan. Much to the 
disappointment of Staff Neville, I Inf Bde HQ and Sig Sqn were 
beaten into second place overall and failed to win any trophies. 

RISLEY 92 
Bisley got off to a wet and windy start with the Inter-Unit Target 

Rifle Championships. The Royal School of Signals Team comprising 
Capt Jim Body, Cpl Mick O'Brian and Maj Alf Brand won a bronze 
in the long range target rifle team match. SSgt Terry Murrel, an 
individual entry from 22 Sig Regt, was unlucky to be beaten into 
fourth place in the Tyro competition. 

Queen's Gurkha Signals 
Winners - The Major Units Series B Championship - Sisley 1992 
Back Row (l to R): Sigs Sibichan Jimi, Dhanbahadur Burathoki, 
Sudhambahadur Gurung, LCpl Tekbahadur Gurung, Sig 
Dhirbahadur Khojapun, LCpl Narhang Rai and Sig Bharat Shrestha 
In Front (l to R): Cpl Yamkumar Gurung, Lt (QGO) Navindrabikram 
Gurung, Lt (QGOJ Krishna Gurung BEM, Lt T. D. Smith and Sig 

Surje Gurung 

The Service weapons competition was well represented this year 
with teams from 8 Sig Regt, 22 Sig Regl, 30 Sig Regt, QG Signals, 
I Inf Bde HQ and Sig Sqn, 19 Inf Bde HQ and Sig Sqn and 662 Sig 
Tp. Competition was fierce in both the Major and Minor unit 
championships. QG Signals were the only team to win any of the team 
competitions but they did it in style taking the Series B Major Units 
championship, Rifle Team Match, LMG Match, Section Match, 
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Combat Snap and Whitehead. They also won a host of individual 
medals which are, unfortunately, too numerous to list here, but a 
particular mention is due to LCpl Tekbahadur Gurung who was the 
Series B Champion shot coming 16 overall in the Army Hundred. QG 
Sigs performance can only be described as spectacular. Although team 
success eluded the other Corps teams, Capt Guy Bewsher of 21 Sig 
Regl, who was entered as an individual, won a bronze in the Moving 
Target Match and Cpl Yam Rana of 30 Sig Regt won a bronze in the 
Henry Whitehad. No new Army 100 badges were won this year but 
Cpl 'the perm' Copley of 30 Sig Regt came close, earning himself a 
place in the Corps Methuen Team. 

The Corps Methuen Team came 13 out of 29 teams but lost the 
Woolwich Bowl to an excellent Royal Engineers team who finished 
seventh overall. 

662 Sig Tp 
Winners - The Minor Unit Championship 

Corps Skill-at-Arms Meeting 1992 
L to R: LCpl Dave Monger, Cpl Graham linden RPC, W02 (YofS) 

Chris Rogan, W02 (SSMJ Dale !kin and Cpl Jason Foulger 

THE NATIONALS 
The Corps was represented by a team of five iI? the NRA Imperial 

Meeting: Capt Jim Body, The Royal School of Signals; ~02 (YofS) 
Chris Rogan (Tyro), 30 Sig Regt; SSgt 'Taff' Rideout, 40 Sig Regt CV); 
Sgt 'Taff' Alden, Harrogate; and Cpl Dave Copley (Tyro), 30 Sig 
Regl . From these five, Capt Jim ~ody was chosen t~ repr;se.nl the 
Army in the Short Range Target Rifle Match and SSgt Taff Rideout 
and Sgt 'Taff' Alden were chosen to represent the Army in the Long 
Range Target Rifle March. 

In the Entente Cordial Cup (The McQueen) Capt Jim Body lost his 
trophy coming second out of 460 entries .. This was .after a t'1!e; way 
tie shoot where he was beaten by one poml. The Vice Captam s ~up 
(awarded to the Corps member making the highest aggregate durmg 
the imperial meeting) was awarded to Sgt Alden. . 

Neither YofS W02 Rogan or Cpl Copley managed to break their 
Tyro status this year, but gained experience which should prove 
invaluable next year. . 

QG Sigs also figured in the NRA rr_ieet.mg where they won the 
Canada Shield beating 6 GR by one poml m the Queen Mary. 

ARMY TOUR TO CANADA 
The highlight of the year was the selection of Lts Krishna Gurung 

and Navindrabikram Gu rung for Ex Sharpshooter 92, the Army Team 
visit to the Dominion of Canada Rifle Association Meeting in Ottawa. 
The competition entrants consisted of Regular, Reserve and Ranger 
Forces from Canada and representation from the US National Guard. 
Lt Krishna Gurung was selected as the team Adjutant for the tour. 

It was rated as one of the most successful tours in recent years . The 
team won the International, in which Lts Krishna and Navindra bo~h 
took part, and, much to Lt Krishna's credit, he was _Placed second !n 
the Individual Service Rifle Championship. Both officers were also m 
the team that won the Fibua Match. 

The Corps can be duly proud of the standards reache~ and 
achievements made this year and look forward to further glory m the 
1993 season. 
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QUEE, 'S -GURKHA SIGNAL.Ii RSSAAM AND RA AAM 
Once again, Queen's Gurkha Signals swept the board in the 1992 

Hong Kong, Royal Signals and Regular Army Skills-at-Arms 
Meeting.s wi th a relatively new and inexperienced team . Lt (QGO) 
Krishna Gurung BEM captained and trained tlie team over the period. 

The team departed for UK on 21 May along with the other Gurkhl' 
and Chinese teams. All were accommodated with 7GR in Church 
Crookham and training al Pirbright began immediately. The next 
hurdle was Royal Signals SAAM from 14-19 June which offered the 
opportunity of giving the new shots their first taste of competition. 
With this in mind Lt Krishna put all six Class B's in the team in order 
to select the best four for Bisley. For the first lime, Gurkha was 
against Gurkha with three soldiers and one officer from 250 Gurkha 
Sig Sqn in the 30 Sig Regl team. Results were as successful as in past 
years and are outlined below: 
Royal Signals SAAM Results 
Team Winners in the Following Matches 
The Roupell Marefield Cup 
The Whitehead SOinC's Cup 
The Associates Cheylesmore Cup 
The Whittaker 247 Sig Sqn Bowl 
The LMG Matthews Cup 
Maj Unit Champs Champion Team Trophy 
The Falling Plate Falling Plate Trophy 
Team Runners up in the Following Matches 
The Section Match 
The Team Snap 
Individual Achie"ements 
Champion at Arm Lt (QGO) Krishna Gurung BEM 
Best Rifle LCpl Tekbabadur Gurung 
Best Class B-Rifle Sig Surje Gurung 
Best R Signals Officer Lt T. D. Smith 

With just three weeks to Sisley, the final team selection was made 
and the team got down to the task in hand. The team of Lts Krishna 
Gurung, Navindrabikram Gurung, Smith, Cpl Yamkumar Gurung, 
LCpl Tekbahadur Gurung, Sigs Surje Gurung, Dirbahadur Khokja 
Pun and Bharat Shrestba now settled into the serious training that lay 
ahead. In addition LCpl Narhang Rai and Sig Sibichan Jim1 were 
given the chance to fire as individuals. Both ammunition and ranges 
were at a premium and there were a number of new matches .to mas~er 
before Sisley. Treating Bisley as just another day is easy advice to give 
but difficult lo accept. The final competition was upon us and the 
results were testimony to the hard work put in by all members of the 
team. Results from Bisley were as follows. 
Major Unit Rifle Team Match Isl 

(Series B)-The UDR Trophy 
Major Units LMG Match (Series B) 

The Royal Pioneer Corps Cup 
The Section Match (Series B) 

The Small Arms Cup 

1st 

Ist 

1st The Major Units Combat Snap 
Shooting Match-The Victory Cup 

The Major Unit Championship 1st 
(Series B)-The Dunlop Trophy, 
Brooke Bond and Royal Signals 
Shield 

The Henry Whitehead Cup (Series B) 
The Association Cup (Series B) 

Stage I (Series B) 
The Gurkha Welfare Trust Match 

Stage 2 (Series B) 
Champion Shot (Series B) 

ARA Gold Jewel 
ARA Silver Jewel (Series B) 

Cpl Yamkumar Gurung 
Lt (QGO) Navindrabikram 
Gu rung 
Lt (QGO) Krishna Gurung 
BEM 
LCpl Tekbabadur Gurung 
LCpl Tekbahadur Gurung 

Lt (QGO) Krishna Gurung 
BEM 

ARA Bronze Jewel (Series B) Cpl Yamkumar Gurung 
Lt (QGO) Krishna Gurung BEM and Sig Bharat Shrestha .came 

fourth and ninth respectively in the LMG Top Twenty (Series A 
and B). 
Lt (QGO) Krishna Gurung BEM, Lt (QGO) Navindrabikram ~urung, 
Cpl Yamkumar Gurung and LCpl Tekbahadur Gurung agam made 
the Army 100. . 

Now the work was over and the fun could begin. Both Lts Krishna 
and Navindra were selected for the British Army Team travelling to 
Canada the following week. The remainder of the team departed 
for Europe on a seven nation six day C?smos C?ach tour. It was for 
the majority their first taste of Europe with.the rught~lubs of Germany 
being an interesting education. Arter a httle rest m UK, the team 
returned to Hong Kong; the only problem now was to get the 18lkgs 
of silver back to Hong Kong. 
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THE ROYAL SIGNALS ASSOCIATION 
Patron: HRH The Princess Royal GCVO 

President: The Master of Signals 

Chairman and Treasurer: Major General P. D. Alexander CB MBE 

General Secretary: Colonel A. N. de Bretton-Gordon Assistant Secretary: Major G. Schofield MBE 

Welfare Secretary: Mrs P. J. Haw Administrative Officer: Mr R. H. Whittle 

A ociation Office, RHQ Ro}al Signals 56 Regency treet L d SWlP D Welfatt Secretary (direct line. 1171 630 0801. ' on on 4A ·Tel Military System: London District 8424. STD 071 414 8424 

LEST WE FORGET 
The Chairman of the A ociation, Maj Gen P. D. Alexander The Signal Officer in Chief Ma· G · 

and. other members of the Corps, erving and retired, were pre~ent at Lhe Field f R b' J .;Jn A . . H. Boyle, Maj <;;en I. O. J . Sprackling 
Majesty Queen Elizabeth, The Queen Mother at 1100 hrs, Thursday 5 Novem~er 199{.m ranee, estmmster Abbey which was opened by Her 
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Chairman with Jimmy Wilds , Dorset Branch and Branch 
Standard Bearer, and In-Pensioner R. J . Stribbling Maj Gordon Schofield with Association members 

All photographs by David Wiles (EO RHQ) 
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AT THE CENOTAPH 
39 Sig Regt (SC} (V) was invi~ed to p~ovide. a detachmi::nt of 28 V<?lunteer.s to ~epresent the Territorial Army at the Cenotaph on Remembrance 

Sunday 1992. They were to provide the first mixed detach~ent fo~ this occasion smce the re-badging of WRAC into Royal Signals. The photograph 
shows the members of the detachment and a full report 1s pubhshed on page 448. 

Photo by Wimbledon Photo 

THE ROLE OF THE ASSOCIATION IN BENEVOLENCE 
One of the key objectives of the Association , set out in its Trust 

Deed, is the relief of poverty where it occurs in members of the Corps, 
serving or retired, and their immediate families. There are many 
organisations involved in Service and ex Service welfare, nationally, 
locally and on a Regimental or Corps basis. This brief note describes 
the relationship between them and explains how the Association 
carries out its role. 

A vital function in Service welfare is filled by SSAFA. In addition 
to providing welfare workers and nursing sisters overseas, SSAF A 
provides the basic investigation organisation throughout UK . SSAFA 
has virtually no welfare funds of its own and seldom makes direct 
grants, but its case workers are deeply involved in the provision of 
welfare reports . These reports are the basis of most of the 
Association's welfare case-work. 

The Army Benevolent Fund is the Army's major charitable 
organisation. lt does not deal directly with individual cases, and refers 
them to the Regimental and Corps Associations to handle. It has large 
funds at its disposal and uses these to help the Associations with 
individual cases, often on a 50:50 basis. It also makes extensive grants 
to ex-Service charities .such as the Regular Forces Employment 
Association, the Royal Star and Garter Home, the British Limbless 
Ex-Servicemen's Association and so on . 

The Association makes a large annual grant to the Army Benevolent 
Fund: effectively, it gets all of it and more back in the support given 
to individual cases . The Association relies on the Army Benevolent 
Fund to support the numerous ex-Service charities on its behalf: 
hence, the Association tries not to get involved in supporting 
individual charities. This would be invidious, because there are so 
many of them, as well as duplicating the Army Benevolent Fund's 
work. The Chairman of the Association Central Committee is also a 
trustee of the Army Benevolent Fund, and there is close coordination 
between our RHQ and the Army Benevolent Fund staff. 

The Royal British Legion (RBL) is effectively an Association for all 
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three Services which runs parallel to the Regimental and Corps 
Associations. As with other smaller Associations such as the Burma 
Star and Dunkirk Veterans, it is perfectly consistent for an individual 
to be a member of his or her Corps Association and of the RBL. The 
RBL has some investigative capability, as well as some funds held 
locally for welfare purposes. Occasionally the Association is involved 
jointly in welfare cases with the RBL. 

Welfare cases are handled for the Association by a Welfare Officer 
based at RHQ. Cases are considered by a Welfare Committee, 
meeting about every three weeks. The Chairman is invariably a retired 
officer, and the members are an officer and a soldier of the serving 
Corps. Urgent cases arising between meetings are dealt with 
personally by the Chairman of the Association Central Committee. In 
preparing cases for consideration, the Welfare Officer makes 
searching enquiries. Often, the ' individual concerned served in more 
than one Regiment or Corps: he or she may have gone on to 
employment in an industry which has its own welfare funds which can 
be called on to help. And there is then a mass of State support, some 
of it complex in nature. Finally, since the benevolent funds of the 
Association depend almost wholly on the One Day's Pay scheme, it 
is necessary to check on whether the applicant is or bas been a 
subscriber. Support to the non-subscriber is never refused if the case 
is sound, but if the applicant is still serving, his unit will certainly be 
asked to look into the reasons why he has failed to subscribe. 

In dispensing welfare funds, the Association has a duty to be 
consistent and prudent. It has to establish the extent of the need, and 
assure itself that other more appropriate sources of support are not 
available. The more difficult cases are those where the extent of the 
problem is obscure or only partly disclosed. Once the need has been 
clearly established, the Association's help is prompt and generous. 
Money is normally disbursed through SSAFA and not direct to 
individuals, so that there is reasonable assurance Lhat it is spent for the 
purposes for which it is needed. 
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BATH BRANCH 
Our annual lunch wa held at the Rockery Coombe Down, Bath on 

Tue day 27 0 tober under the Presidency of Maj J. f. Everett MBE, 
TD. 

Our guest of honour were Lt Col H. H. Ham, CO 21 Sig Regt, 
olerne, and Mrs Ham, Maj Nigel Fairley and Claire and WOI 

(R M) John lark and Le lie . We were delighted to welcome them to 
our fir t annual lunch and we look forward to continued association 
with the Regiment. 

nyone living in the area who would like to join the Branch, please 
contact Mr E. F. mith, 6 Hillview Road, Charlecombe Lane, Bath 
B I 6 

NORFOLK BRANCH 
Our annual dinner wa held on 30 October at the Ambassador 

Hotel, orwich. We were delighted to have as our honoured gue ts 
s ociation Chairman Maj Gen P. D. Alexander CB, CBE and Mrs 

Chri tine Alexander and Vice Chairman Brig M. A. Topple CBE and 
Mrs Chris Topple. adly our President Maj Gen D. A. L. Wade CB, 
OBE, MC wa unable to be pre ent due to an illness. In his absence 
Branch Secretary Brian C. Gibbs proposed the Loyal Toast and 
Chairman Gordon Royall proposed the toast to our Colonel in Chief. 
Replying to the Chairman's welcome Maj Gen Alexander con
gratulated the Branch on its achievements so far and stres ed the 
importance oft he service and benevolent work of the Association and 
its effect on ex members of the Corps who are in need. Formalities 
were concluded with floral presentations to Mrs Alexander Mrs 
Topple and, in her absence Mrs Cynthia Wade. Mrs Nancy B~roard 
was pre ented with a gift of perfume for her work for the Branch as 
Steward of the TA Centre where we meet. The presentations were 
made by the Branch Secretary who proposed a toast to the Corps. Our 
Stalwart Vice President Don Ellingworth presented an inscribed 
statuette of 'Jimmy' LO the Branch. The Chairman said how proud the 
Bran~h are to rec~ve this gift which will be displayed at Branch 
meetings and funct10ns. He also thanked Don for his generosity with 
regard to the.gift of President and Chairman Medallions. The evening 
concluded with the band playing dance music which rounded off a 
very pleasant occasion. 

Statuette presentation 

ARMY CHAMPIONS-1923-4 
The photo!p'aph s~ows one of our members, Maj 'Buck' Reeves 

(last on t~e nght, middle row), as a member of the Corps running 
~roup which won the Army Championship 1923-4, and in Baghdad 
JUSt after the Corps was formed. 

'Buck', now 90 years of age is a valued member of our Branch. 

Middle Row (Right): Maj 'Buck' Reeves 
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SOUTHAMPTON BRANCH 
Our new address is The ex-Service Men Club, 32 Archers Road 

Southampton SOI 2L T. Our monthly meetings will be held on th~ 
first Tuesday of every month with effect from December 
commencing at 1130 hrs until 1420 hrs approximately and lunch i~ 
available if required. 

WEST LONDON BRANCH 
The Branch gains strength as, happily, we welcome new members. 

We visited the Tower of London on a pleasant evening in late summer. 
This was arranged by ex-Corps Yeoman Warder John Kenny, who 
took us on a Tower tour, enhanced by his ready repartee. However 
his lucid but gory descriptions made us feel happy we were not serving 
three hundred years ago. We were afforded the hospitality of the 
Yeoman Warders Club and an excellent buffet supper. For this we 
have to thank Nicky, who prepared it for us. No doubt she will have 
noticed that we did it justice. 

In September we paraded for Divine Service at the Royal Hospital 
Chelsea. We were happy to be joined on this occasion by Maj Gen P. 
D. Alexander CB, MBE and Mrs Alexander, and by Maj Gordon 
Schofield MBE and his wife and daughter. Also with us were members 
of the East London and the Reading Branch. Our Standard was 
carried by Mr Harry Ruff. 

ROYAL SIGNALS ASSOCIATION 
BENEVOLENT FUND 

The following donations were gratefully received during September 
1992. 
Garrison Church Rheindahlen . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £168.12 
Maj R. H. Blizzard . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £150.00 
Wives' Club 11 Sig Regt .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £100.75 
Norfolk Branch RSA. ... . ..... . . . ........ . .. . ....... £100.00 
Lt Diane Clare R Signals (V). . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £ 50.00 
Mr P . Ormond . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £ 20.00 
Certa Cito Lodge . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £ 10.00 
'Gillespie' . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £ 10.00 
Abingdon School CCF . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £ 3 .00 

£611.87 

The following donations were gratefully received during October 
1992. 
22 Sig Regt ...... .... . ... ............ ..... .. ...... . 
In memory of F. G. Dukes .... ......... .... . .. ..... . 
Mr A. S. McCole ... ...... ... ......... . . ....... . .. . 
In memory of Brig A. F. Freeman MC ...... . .. ..... . 
In memory of Sgt A. Hawkesley ........ . ........... . 
Glossop & District Signals OCA ...... ... ........ ... . 
Mr G. S. Dawson ..... . ..... .. ..... . . ... ... . . . .... . 
Col Sir William Lee TD, DL ............ ....... . ... . 
In memory of W02 D. R. Handley ....... ..... ..... . 
Mr C. L. Jones ..... ...... ... ......... . .. .. ... .. .. . 
Mr J. T. Rogers ............ .. ............ ... ..... . 
Mr J. Cumming ....... .. .... .. ..... . .............. . 
Mr H . A. Simons ................................. . 
Mr H. S. Watt .................. ... .. . ..... ..... . . 

BRANCH SECRETARIES 

£483.00 
£158.50 
£ 75.00 
£ 55.00 
£ 40.00 
£ 25.00 
£ 12.20 
£ 10.00 
£ 10.00 
£ 10.00 
£ 10.00 
£ 5.00 
£ 4.20 

£2.20 
£900.10 

Please remember that we like to have news of Branch activities and 
members . If you belong to a small branch or activities are limited, an 

' annual news letter would be appreciated . 
Let u~ know the dates of your Branch activities, meetings, dinners 

etc: which we shall be pleased to publish. 
~nd, by the way, does your Branch take enough copies of The 

Wire? Order forms are readily available from RHQ. 

ARE YOU A MEMBER OF YOUR LOCAL BRANCH? 
It is hoped that all Association members will wish to be members 

~f their l?cal Branch, details of which are published in The Wire from 
time to t1i;ie: If you know of any ex Corps who have not yet joined 
the Association and/ or a Branch, please invite them to do so. 
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REUNIONS 

AIRBORNE SIGNALS ANNUAL REUNION 1992 
The weekend reunion really began on Thursday when about a dozen 

people turned up and found that Bill Creswick and Dickie Appleton 
had already planned the accommodation and Janet Marples had 
assisted by pinning the name plates to each door! No more creeping 
around in the dark looking for a bed space! Well done the advance 
party. 

By breakfast on Saturday the numbers had grown to around 50 
residents and on arriving at the 'Drop' area, this year at RAF 
Cranwell , owing to excavations at Spittlegate, the numbers had 
doubled with friends from the villages turning out to welcome 
everyone in their usual warm way. 

The wind made the jumping a bit 'hairy' but all was successfully 
completed and the convoy of cars, trucks and bikes! moved off to 
reach Caythorpe in time to welcome the marchers. Yes, another march 
of 174 miles in aid of Airborne charities. Over £3,000 collected this 
year. A brilliant effort lads- we old 'uns are very proud of you all. 

Football match? What football match? Oh yes. Afraid we lost to 
the village team 8-2-a near reversal of last year's result but I did 
hear that Bobby Charlton had been coaching the lads from the village 
since February! 

Came 1800 hrs and everyone gathered in reception for sherry or 
orange juice before being noisily requested to enter the Hall where the 
staff had done a great job and transformed it into the Hilton of 
Lincolnshire. 

Airborne colours festooned everywhere-even in the raffle tickets! 
A total of 122 people sat down to dinner- just room for Freddie 
Clamp who met up with George Ball after 47 years. Maj 'Paddy' Liske 
and Rosemary joined us again from afar. 

Maj Dickie Hamilton popped along from Harrogate whilst Mrs 
Foxley and Mrs Aspinall joined us to see exactly what makes 
Caythorpe weekend so special. 

Lewis Golden reminded us all that it was the 50th anniversary of J 
Sections first action. Lewis went on to say what made Airborne 
Signals tick! J-K-E sections apparently, closely followed by A-C 
then Z sections not forgetting M! Great speech as usual from Lewis . 

'Paddy' Perry brought us up to date with all the news and then 
made presentations to Bill Creswick and Dickie Appleton for all their 
hard work over the years. 

Frank Young then sprang a surprise on Gerry and Peggy with the 
presentation to them of a bronze ' Jimmy' suitably engraved. 
Bouquets were also presented to Peggy and Janet Marples for their 
hard work. Then on to the raffle! 

Once again Rene and Iris did so well with the raffle-£169.50 
another record. 

Sunday morning the heavens opened up and sadly the parade had 
to be cancelled and we went straight into church where the Rev Hugh 
Middleton gave another of his stirring sermons . Maj Gen A. Deane
Drummond CB, DSO, MC read the Lesson. 

The serving members formed a guard after the service and very 
smart they looked too some in uniform others in 'mufti'. Capt 
Aspinall had organised tea and snacks in the village hall for those who 
were not waiting for lunch at the Court. Excellent 'nosh' it was too. 
Iris and Frank raised another £49.50 with a restricted raffle for two 
wall plates-one Signals the other the Parachute Regiment. Des 
Wiggins won the Signals one and a chap from Lincoln PRA won the 
Para one. 

Meanwhile at the Court lunch was being served before everyone 
departed in aJJ directions. 

John Aspinall and his merry men organised the Airborne shop for 
those who had any money left. Soon it was time for all to go. We are 
deeply indebted to many people for all their hard work which makes 
these weekends so successful-not least Gerry Perry. All the serving 
members and their wives, Geoff and Val from the Waggon who 
organised a raffle and a free pint to all the marchers on arrival. The 
police. Garry Wilkinson and the staff at the Court-especially the 
cook. Many people who donated prizes for the raffle and lots more 
people. 

I have left until last our 'Hocker'. What a character. Who else could 
stand and remind us of our long list of departed comrades and bring 
tears of laughter to our faces at the same time? Added to which he was 
in severe pain as he is waiting to go into hospital for an operation. 
Thank you 'Hocker' from all of us-keep going for ever as there is 
no one, anywhere, who could follow you friend. If I have forgotten 
anyone- sorry and please forgive me. See you in 1993(DV). The date 
is 4 and 5 September. Book early. Take care. God bless you all. 
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CEYLON HIGH SPEED WIREL S COMPANY 
KANYA, HORA HENA AND EKALA 

A very happy and successful reunion, our fourth, was held on 31 
October 1992 at our usual venue, the Belmont House Hotel, Leicester. 
We were pleased to welcome Maj Gen John Badcock and Mrs 
Badcock and 88 members and guests to a buffet dinner followed by 
dancing until 0100 hrs. 

Our thoughts are now on next year, the 50th anniversary of our 
formations. We hope that everyone will make a special effort to 
attend this event, details of which will be advised nearer the date. 

'F' BOYS COMPANY ROYAL SIGNALS REUNION 
President-Alan Earl, Chairman-Alan Ridgeon, Treasurer

Donald Chetwynd and Secretary-Victor Dugdale. 
Forty ex-members of 'F Co' attended a very successful reunion at 

the Union Jack Club (by Waterloo Station in London), on 16 
September 1992. The facilities were excellent. 

Whilst some had long service in the Corps, others had not met for 
50 years. Grey haired and in our late sixties or early seventies it was 
remarkable how fit we all are. 

The number of retired Lieutenant Colonels and Majors present, 
together with those who had reached senior positions in other fields, 
highlighted the success of our boyhood training. 

All, without exception, typified the high standard achieved by those 
selected for apprentice training with the Royal Corps of Signals. 

Old photographs showed cross country runners, mud stained 
figures on the rugger or hockey field, or smartly turned out young 
men in pre-war service dress, and it was difficult to realise how quickly 
half a century had passed since we first reported to Kemme! Lines. 

We remembered those killed in action, particularly Geoffrey 
Dunning, Gordon Royie and Josh Moore amongst others. We also 
remembered Col 'Tommy' Boileau whose fine leadership was such an 
inspiration to us all. We were however saddened to hear that 'Dukie' 
(G. A.) Wride MM is in the Chalfont Centre for epilepsy as an in
patient. 

Our President Alan Earl gave a well researched and witty resume of 
the history of 'F Coy' and its predecessors. 

Finally, we thank Maj Gordon Schofield, Assistant Regimental 
Secretary, RHQ Royal Signals, who attended as our guest. 

List of those who attended: P. Barker, A. Brown, R. Brown, B. 
Beattie, D. Chetwynd, P. Clowson, J. Dadswell, V. Dugdale, A. Earl, 
D. Fairweather, E. Ford, H. Galloway, B. Green, M. Ham, G. 
Harrison, L. Knight, R. Knight, R. Laing, A. Lees, J. Le-Hardy, D. 
Maxwell, K. Masson, P. Moore, D. Neale, F. Pavey, S. Pavey, A. 
Probert , A. Ridgeon, K. Ri by, V. Sampson, E. Sanders, G. 
Sheldrake, D. W. Smith, P. A. Smith, A. Taylor, R. Todd, R. 
Warren, A. Weatherly MM, J. White and R. Webb. 

'F Co' Reunion - 16 September 1992 
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3 DJ\' I IG A REUNION CLUB 
Thirteen Club member plus seven wives and friend were the guests 

of 3 rmd Di\ HQ and ig Rcgt at oest in BAOR for a Jong weekend 
over the period 25-2 eptember. A very full and varied programme 
had been arranged for our vi it which coincided with Unit Open Day. 

ome 3,000DM wa rai ed for charity from the various stalls manned 
by members of the Regiment. This included a healthy sum raised as 
a re ult of the CO, Lt Col Robert Baxter, being game enough to put 
him elf in the to ks at the receiving end of a barrage of wet sponges. 
Our Club Chairman, Maj Keo Smartt, contributed heavily to this 
tall. 

In particular we were very pri ileged to be present at the Gulf Medal 
Pre entation Parade where ome 200 Officers, COs and Signallers 
received their Gulf medals from Brig A. Schuler. Comd Comms l(BR) 
Corp . The turnout , drill and bearing was, as always, ' par excellence'. 

We returned to the UK heavier than on arrival due to the 
gastronomic excellence of the meals provided, and full of praise for 
our ho t for whom nothing was too much trouble. 

Sadly this will be our last visit to Soest but we look forward to 
future visits to the Regiment when they return to Bulford next year. 

It is with regret that we report the death of Mr B. Corlett who died 
on the 31 July. Also Mr Frank 'Flash' Dukes, which was published in 
the October issue of The Wire. Our sympathy goes to their families. 

Our Club's Annual Lunch is to be held at the Victory Club in 
London on Saturday, 27 March 1993 . Anyone who was a member of 
3 Sig Regt, under any of it many names, and who would like to meet 
with friends, old and new, should contact our Secretary, John 
Templeton, 6 Everton Road, Addiscombe, Croydon, Surrey 
CRO 6LA. Tel: 081-654 8408. 

254 OBA REUNION 1992 
Seventy three ex 254's and their wives gathered at the Brandon Hall 

Hotel near Coventry over the weekend 30 October to 1 November 
1992. 

On the Friday they began rolling into Brandon in the morning and 
from then on tongues wagged catching up on fifty years of life. It was 
great to see Derek 'DT' Williams who had arranged his holiday from 
New Zealand to cover the Brandon weekend. 

Saturday saw a coachload of wives off to Stratford, whilst others 
took themselves off to Warwick, just to put a bit of culture into the 
weekend. For those who remained Peter Dixon organised a Pitch and 
Putt competition for which he had obviously spent hours, plus a lot 
of imagination, hopping for the prizes that he presented to the 
winners at the dinner in the evening. 

Jeff 'Deadly' Baker had organised the wine for the toast, brought 
all the way from Col Galbraith's vineyard. He also arranged for the 
presentation to Margaret and George Severs which was made by 
'Alfie' Alfred after a short speech. 

The toast to all 254's who had gone to their final posting was given 
by Peter McNaughton who mentioned that the roll of honour 
contained thirty five names including Alan 'Ginty' McGahan who, 
only last year, had dined with us at Scarborough. 

During the social which followed the dinner Janet and Dave Ross 
had, once again, organised the raffle which raised nearly four hundred 
pounds to help defray the club expenses. It was noted that a majority 
of members were wearing the recently, Corps Committee approved, 
254's OBA tie which was designed by Mary and Jim Crow. There are 
still 45 ties for sale from George Severs. 

During the evening it was decided that Jack Head was the senior 254 
Ex Boy Soldier who joined the Boys Company on its formation in 
1942 a mere fifty years ago. Whoever started it began the best club 
ever-that was the opinion of all those I spoke to. 

Any ex 254's wishing to make contact, the address is: George 
Severs, 22 Dallington Close, Burhill Road, Hersham, Walton on 
Thames, Surrey KT12 4JG. Telephone: (0932) 221635. 

Hope to see you all, plus a few more, at the same place, same 
weekend in 1993. 

WINDSOR SCHOOLS REUNION 
Having been an ex-pupil of the above schools, myself and some 

other ex pupils have got together and organised the Windsor Society 
to register all old school pupils and the teachers as we aim to hold a 
school reunion in 1993. 

The school was opened in 1953 and closed in 1985. It was situated 
in Hamm, West Germany at one time used as an old barracks. 

To date, we have registered some 300 or more people, some have 
contacted us as far a field as Canada, America, New Zealand and 
Australia. If you attended these schools or you know of anyone who 
has, be it relative or friend and wish to join the Society then write or 
telephone me and I will forward the necessary registration forms. Tel: 
(0604) 493832 or write LO Mrs C. Poole, 42 Lower Meadow Court, 
Thorplands, Northampton NN3 1 YU. 
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PERSONAL 
WHERE ARE THEY NOW? 

Anyone who knew Sgt Ernest Naldrett of 3 Air Formation Sig HQ 
Section then later 5 Air Formation Sig Middle East please contact him 
at 1 Gregory House, Elms Road, Hook, Hants. 

Geoff Archer who served in Burma and then in FARELF at GHQ 
Tanglin and later transferred to Army Photo Interpretation Unit in 
Seletar in 1949 would like to get in touch with former Corps 
colleagues, especially Maj Jim Smith, Maj Ronald, Maj 'Puff' 
Blower, Lt John Ridge and Lt Des Clarkes. Please write to him-I 
Leona Street, Boondall, Queensland 4034, Australia. 

Cpl C. D. Haney 101 SWS would like to get in touch with his old 
friend from prewar days, Sig 'Don R' (later Sgt) G. Walker. They 
were together in 2 Div Signals Mon's Barracks, Aldershot. Later IOI 
Spec Wireless Section, BEF, Greece, Crete and then the 8th Army. 
Anyone knowing of hi present address please write to Mr C. D. 
Haney, 'Fir Lodge' Abbeyfield Society, South Parade, Northallerton, 
North Yorkshire DL 7 8SJ. 

12 LofC SIGS SINT OEDENRODE 
Any ex-member of the above formation knowing the present 

whereabouts of the families of Sig Ronald Arthur Silvester and LCpl 
Leslie (of East Farleigh, Kent) both buried in the civilian cemetery at 
Sint Oedenrode is asked to write to Mr R. A. Vine, 54 North Field, 
Swanland, N Humberside HU14 3RB. 

19 AIR FORMATION SIGNALS-BURMA 
Ex Cpl, Mr Gordon H. Pierce would like to trace former members 

of 19 Air Formation Signals who served with 14th Army in Burma 
during the war. Please write to him at 136 Court Road, Orpington, 
Kent BR6 OPZ. 

Anyone knowing the present whereabouts of Sig Len Stokes who 
served in the Corps from 1943 in Catterick , Huddersfield and the Far 
East, please write to Mr S. R. White, 12 Stanley Street, Retford, 
Notts. 

From: Mr A. T. Hood 
Dear Sir, 

LE TIERS 

I served with the Royal Signals from May 1944 to November 1947. 
After about six months training at Catterick I was posted to Orkney 
and Shetland Signals at HQ OSDEF. Then six months later I was on 
the way to the Far East where I spent a short period on the office staff 
of the Signals Depot Mhow, India. From there I went to a 
reinforcement camp at Cornilla in Bengal and was posted locally to 'Z' 
Indian L of C Signals which was preparing to move to Singapore on 
the Japanese surrender. 

I have recently read The Vital Link- The Story of the Royal Signals 
1945-1985 by Philip Warner. On page 100 he states 'As far as is known 
this is the first time the Corps had ever had a BDS' (Boat Despatch 
Service). This was during the Suez operation in 1956. However during 
1945/47 the Base Signal Office at HQ 2 Area SEAC, Fort Canning, 
Singapore not only had a wireless link to the islands off Singapore but 
as far as I recall a BOS by RASC launch, so it would appear that the 
occasion during the Suez operation was possibly not the first time. 

The Base Signal Office at Fort Canning was staffed by personnel of 
, 'Z' Indian L of C Signals which eventually became Singapore District 
Signal Regiment. 

I was naturally disappointed that there was no mention of 'Z' India 
L of C Signals or Singapore District Regiment in Philip Warner's 
history as I feel these units achieved much in maintaining 
communications following the Japanese surrender of Singapore. 

I would be glad to hear from any old acquaintances or of any 
planned reunions. 

San-Mar 
Cairnryan 
Stranraer 
DG98QX 

Yours sincerely, 
Alex T. Hood 

THE WIRE, DECEMBER 1992 

l<rom: Capt (Retd) K. R. Canning 
Dear Sir, 

I was saddened to read of the death of W02 D. R. 'Tommy' 
Handley in the October issue of The Wire. I had the pleasure and 
satisfaction of working alongside W02 Handley on several occasions, 
perhaps none more so than during 1958. 

Stationed at Ripon with 5 Training Regt we were actively involved 
in the Northern Command and Army Motor Cycle Trials 
Championships. 

The Regimental 'A' Team comprising SSgt Slaughter, LCpls Jones 
and Lampkin made a clean sweep of all major trophies at the 
Northern Command Championships and a few weeks later repeated 
their success at the Army Championships. 

The photograph was taken after the Army Championship. 

25 St Catherine's Road 
Harrogate 
North Yorkshire 
HG2 8JZ 

Yours faithfully, 
K. R. Canning 

THE ROYAL HOSPITAL CHELSEA 
The Royal Hospital at Chelsea was founded by King Charles II in 

1682 as a home for old soldiers. Its military tradition forms a natural 
setting for men who have spent a great part of their lives in the Army 
so that old soldiers find themselves in an atmosphere they recognise 
and understand . Moreover, they are all more or less contemporaries 
and similar in their outlook and interests. 

LIFE AT THE ROYAL HOSPITAL 
The Hospital is conducted on military lines but without the rigours 

of military discipline. Uniform is worn within the Royal Hospital but 
civilian clothes may be worn outside. Meal times are set but flexible. 
These meals are served restaurant style in the Great Hall but those 
who are infirm have their meals brought to them in the Long Wards. 

Each Long Ward contains two rows of 22 berths or small rooms, 
back to back, flanked by wide corridors. In each berth there is room 
for a bed, wardrobe, chest of drawers, table and a chair. Each berth 
is equipped with radio headphones and has its own reading lamp. In
Pensioners may also use their own portable television sets in their 
berths . 

In-Pensioners are in the care of the senior staff of the Hospital-the 
Governor, the Lieutenant Governor and Secretary, the Assistant 
Secretary and the Adjutant (a retired officer who is the Commanding 
Officer of the In-Pensioners). The other officers include the Chaplain, 
Quartermaster and six officers known as Captains of Invalids, who 
are in charge of the six companies in which the In-Pensioners are 
organised. Each company has a Company Sergeant Major, a Colour 
Sergeant, three Sergeants and three Corporals, all of whom are 
recruited from the In-Pensioners themselves. 

One of the most attractive features of any community life is the 
opportunity it offers for the sharing of duties. At the Royal Hospital, 
there are many tasks for those who wish to work and earn a small 
remuneration. In this way, the Hospital is helped economically and 
the In-Pensioners concerned become involved in and share in the 
responsibility for the running of the Royal Hospital. 

Only such discipline is demanded as is necessary for the 
maintenance of mutual respect between men and staff and the smooth 
running of the Hospital. Virtually no restraint is placed on the 
activities of the In-Pensioners who can spend as much time as they 
please outside the Royal Hospital as long as they are in by midnight. 
A summer holiday at the seaside may be arranged. In addition In
Pensioners are frequently invited to attend regimental reunions and 
other social and sporting events. 

Excellent medical care is available. There are three resident doctors. 
Other facilities within the Royal Hospital include the Club, The 

Prince of Wales Hall social centre, the Barber's shop and the sub Post 
Office. In addition, the Hospital has extensive grounds including first 
class bowling and putting greens and garden allotments for those who 
wish to have them. 

ELIGIBILITY 
To be eligible as an In-Pensioner, a candidate must be: in receipt of 

a Service or Disability Pension awarded for Military Service, of good 
character and normally at least 65 years of age. Exceptionally, a 
candidate may be admitted between 55 and 65 if through disability he 
cannot earn his own living and receives a pension for an Army 
disability . 

Any former soldier of good character aged not less than ~5 _Years 
drawing Service Retired Pay awarded as a result of ·comm1ss1oned 
service in the British Army who rendered at least 12 years full llme 
service in the ranks over the age of 18 is also eligible. 

THE WIRE, DECEMBER 1992 

Situated in a very lovely part of central London the Royal Ho pita! 
is rightly proud of its foundation and tradition. The beautiful Chapel, 
grounds and Founder's Day celebrations are testimony to the home 
and life style available to ex-servicemen in the 20th century. 

There are currently 21 ex-Corps In-Pensioners at the Hospital, and 
RHQ along with the East and West London branehe of the 
Association keep in regular touch with them. Highlights of the year 
include the parade on Founders' (Oak Apple) Day; a Sunday morning 
service dedicated to Royal Signals and of course, Christmas. RHQ is 
always pleased to arrange visits by the In-Pensioners to the serving 
Corps or Association events when requested to do so. 

For futher information, please write to: The Royal Hospital, 
Chelsea, Room 6, (IPs). Secretary's Office, London SW3 4SR or to 
the Assistant Regimental Secretary, RHQ Royal Signals. 

HOSPITAL ADMISSIONS 
RHQ tries to keep track of members of the Corps family, serving 

and retired, who are admitted to hospital. It passes on information 
and arranges visits where practical. In the case of the Queen Elizabeth 
Military Hospital at Woolwich , a visiting officer from one of the 
serving Corps units in the London area visits weekly. We know that 
members of the retired Corps are often admitted to Woolwich but we 
do not always hear about them, and the hospital cannot identify them 
as members (or wives) of the Corps because they (or their spouses) are 
no longer serving. In short, the RHQ system for tracking those in 
hospital, in Woolwich and elsewhere, is only as good as the 
information it manages to gather. If you know of an ex member of 
the Corps family who is in hospital and might appreciate a visit, please 
tell RHQ. 

ROYAL SIGNALS MUSEUM 
BLANDFORD CAMP, DORSET 
The museum contarns items dealing wah the history of army communications dating from th' 
Crimean War to the Falkland Islands Campaign of 1982. as well 3' the historyofthe Royal Engineer 
(Signal Service) and the Royal Co!l>S of Signals. 
The display contains early telegraphic and radio equipment dating from the South African War. 
World War I, the campaigns on the North.West Fmnlieroflndia, and World War II . There are many 
colourful unifonns on display as Y.'f'll as the only surviving example oft he horse drawn cable laying 
wagon. also an 8th Anny Armoured Command Vehicle in a de>ert setting. There are a number of 
examples of military motO<' =les used by the Despatch Riders of the Corps •nd an airborne 
communications jeep 

Admission: FREE 
Opening hours: Monday to t'riday 0900. 1700 hours. Satwday · by appointment. 
(Telephone: 02S8 452587 Extension 2248) 

BLANDFORD CAMP 
f.Z __ 
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R.S.A. 
The Royal Signals Associa1ion AND 

YOU 

THINK SERIOUSLY ABOUT THE ROYAL SIGNALS ASSOCIATION
IT MAY MEAN MUCH MORE TO YOU NOW THAN DURING 

YOUR SERVICE. 

The principal aims of the Association are:-
• To try and keep those who have served the Corps in touch with each other with a view 

to keeping alive a spirit of comradeship-a feature of Corps life you will miss when you 
leave the Service. 

•To help serving and retired members of the Corps (and their close dependents) who find 
themselves in difficult circumstances. 

•To assist, where possible, resettlement in civilian life. 

The Association endeavours to achieve these aims by:-
• Sponsoring branches which often meet for social occasions. There is generally an annual 

Branch dinner. 
•Organising annual reunions at Blandford and Catterick. These provide the opportunity to 

meet old friends, for the retired to see something of the serving Corps and, to remember 
the fallen. 

•Running a welfare section at Association HQ, which is at the service of all members. 
•Publishing the Corps magazine, The Wire. Taking out a subscription will help you to keep 

in touch with Corps and Association affairs. 

MEMBERSHIP 
Nearly all members of the Corps have, whilst serving, contributed under the Day's Pay 
Scheme. By virtue of these contributions, they are Life Members of our Association. If you 
have not contributed at all you can become a Life Member for £10.00. 

THE FUTURE 
If, in the future, you are confronted by circumstances or problems where you consider the 
Association may be able to offer advice or help, please contact The General Secretary, Royal 
Signals Association, 56 Regency Street, London SWlP 4AD (Tel: (071) 414 8422). Please 
give your service particulars when writing. 

Your Corps Association has flourished for many years, but only the support of those leaving 
the service will enable it to continue doing so. If a branch is near you, join it and so make 
your personal contribution towards this end. 

THE WIRE, DECEMBER 1992 
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Corps Goods Available from the Museum Shop, Blandford Camp, Dorset DT11 8RH 
Telephone enquiries to Blandford Miiitary 2248 STD (0258 482248). 

Price list with effect from 1 May 1992. 
Blazer Badge 
Blazer Button-Large 

Small 
Belt, Italian leather, reversible Black/Brown engraved with Corps Badge 
Bookmark 
Brooch, white with gold Corps Badge 
Cap Badge . . . . . . 
Clip board w ith Corps Crest 
Cocktail Mat Set, six, blue acrylic w ith Corps Badge 
Coasters, leather, set of 4, with Corps Crest 
Corps Badge, on foil , framed and glazed, 11" x 9" .. . 
Corps Records and Cassettes - Information Sheet Available 
Credit card holder, leather, with Corps Crest 
Crystal Engraved with Corps Badge 

Brandy Glass ... 
Brandy Glass, Cut Crystal 
Sherry Glass . . . 
Whisky Glass . . . 
Whisky Glass , Cut Crystal 
Wine Goblet . .. 
Decanters, Plain 
Decanters , Cut Crystal 
Bud Vase with engraved Corps Crest . . . . .. 
Rose bowl Cut Crystal with engraved Corps Crest 

Gilt Oval Cufflinks, engraved with Corps Badge 
Hipflasks 
Keyrings - Leather . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Corps (enamelled Corps Badge, with leather tag) 
Corps Badge .. . 

Ladies Marcasite Brooch .. . 
New Ladies Scarf, Dark Blue with White Jimmy in one corner 
Lapel Badge (Association Members only) .. . 
Medal Holder 
Model Truck-Army Signal HQ c.1 932 by Lledo . . . 
Mug, white china with Corps Badge in blue .. . 
Bon Bon Dish, gilt edged white china with Corps Badge 
Mini china tankard with Corps Badge 
Pendants, white with gold Corps Badge . . . . . . 
Pennant, embroidered Corps Badge w ith gold trimming 
Presentation Pennant on metal stand 
Postcards 
Prints: 

Frontier Ambush 
Smith George Cross 
Palace Guard 
Imphal Road 
Dhofar Incident 
Catterick Parade 19B7 

Photoprints 
Statuettes : 

6 Y," Pewter Royal Signals Soldier with SABO Rifle 
9 " Royal Signals Officer in Full Dress (Bronze Resin) . 
9 " Royal Signals Soldier w ith SABO Rifle (Bronze Resin) . .. 
9" Signaller with SABO and Man Pack Radio (Bronze Resin) 
11 % • Jimmy cast Bronze Resin .. . 

Silver Plated Teaspoons with Corps Crest 
Sticker, Corps Badge on Corps Colours, good quality-Large. 

Medium 
Small 

Stickpin, 9 carat gold, Corps Badge, can be used as Brooch/Ti~ pi!" 
Stickpin, sterling silver Corps Badge, can be used as Brooch/Tie pin 
Sports/Leisure Wear, Excellent Quality, various sizes/colours 
Sweat Shirts with embroidered Corps Badge . . . . .. 
Sport Shirts with embroidered Corps Badge 
V/Neck Sweater with embroidered Corps Badge 
Rugby Style Shirt Corps Colours and embroidered Badge . .. 
Tablemat Set, six blue acrylic with Corps Badge . . . . . . 
Tablemat, Large 15" x 11 % •, blue acrylic with Corps Badge 
Tankard, 1 pt, Glass engraved with Corps Badge . . . . .. 
Tankard, 1 pt, polished pewter, lightweight with Corps Badge 
Tankard, Y, pt, polished pewter, lightweight with Corps Badge 
Teatowel Blue Signals Design on White Background 
Thimble, Bone China with Corps Badge, Gift Boxed 
Tie, Corps Colours in polyester, 3 " w idth 
Tie, Corps Colours in Pure Silk, 3 " width 
Umbrella, Golf Size, Corps Colours .. . 
Wall plaque, 'Royal Corps of Signals', shield, 6" x r 
Watch strap, Corps Colours, Nylon 

Unsigned 
B.50 
8 .50 
8.50 
B.50 
B.50 
B.50 

PRICE 
£ 

11 .50 
1.90 
1.BO 

13.75 
0.50 
3.35 
2.75 
3.50 

15.50 
2.20 
6.B5 
6.20 
3.00 

9.50 ea 
19.75ea 

B.45 ea 
9.50 ea 

19.75 ea 
9.45 ea 

3B.50 
55.00 
21 .95 
52 .00 
15.25 
15.95 

0 .50 
2.20 
1.85 

27.50 
9.25 
2.25 
2.00 
3.95 
2.45 
2.95 
1.20 
4.95 

27.40 
15.35 

.20 
Signed 
12.50 
12.50 
12.50 
12.50 
12.50 
12.50 
15.00 

32.50 
65.00 
65.00 
59.25 
65.00 

2.50 
0.50 
0 .50 
0 .45 

72.50 
19.50 

14.B5 
12.25 
15.B5 
19.25 
32.50 
10.25 
10.25 
15.25 
12.55 

2.50 
2.50 
5.75 

11.95 
15.00 
13.25 

1.45 

Prices lncluaive of VAT. Overaea• order• wlll be leH VAT. Bulk order• from PRI'• will attract a dlacount. 
Please Note: Poatage and Packing not Included. Cheques made payable to: Royal Slgnala Corpa Fund. 

Produced by the Publishers THE ROY AL SIGNALS ASSOCIATION. 56 Regency Street. London SWIP 4AD (TclephboneHLond~~f~':i~ Mil ext 8428 STD 07l-414 8428 and 843
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